




c* ( ,, ywa,



Digitized by the Internet Archive

in 2012 with funding from

LYRASIS Members and Sloan Foundation

http://archive.org/details/gospelmessenger135152mill



The Gospel Messenger
" SET FOR THE DEFENCE OF THE GOSPEL."—Phil.

Mount Mokris, III., January '2, 1897.

The Gospel Messenger,
PolUiiea Wertl?, it H.BO per AMam, \j

The Brethren's Publishing Co.,

Mount Morris, Illinois.

TABLE OF CONTENTS.

^EDITORIAL + MISCELLANY-

Different nations have their different ways of

solving perplexing questions. In Europe some

people are said to throw themselves in front of

moving trains, in the hope of recovering damages

from the railroad companies for injuries received.

Such conduct often leads to litigation, and fre-

quently perplexes the best legal advisers. In Japan

such problems are settled on an entirely different

basis. The Japanese maintain the train cannot get

out of the way, so men must, and when a child is

killed by an engine, the father is fined for permit-

ting his child to cross the track when a train is ap-

proaching. The owner of a cow is also fined if he

permits his animal to get on the track and interfere

with the train in any manner. We hardly know

what moral lesson to draw from this unique way of

looking at things, unless it is, that, since the drunk-

en man does not know what he is doing, when under

the influence of liquor, the saloon-keeper should be

heavily finea for making him drunk, and be made

to pay for all the damages he does. This would

probably settle the saloon question.

sufferings. The persecution through which these

earnest people have just passed is said to have been

one of the most appalling on record, and it will re-

quire years for them to regain what they have lost.

We also believe that a peaceable settlement of this

Eastern question points to a better period in the

Bible Land*. It will probably open up ways for

more railroads, and render traveling more conven-

ient, as well as much safer. We hail anything of

the kind that will advance improvements, civiliza-

tion and open up the way for Christianity and edu-

cation.

The rise and fall of empires remind one of the

manner in which wealth comes and goes among the

different families. The descendants of the rich

man generally become poor after a few generations,

and give other poor people a chance to accumulate

property. The thing changes about every third

generation. This leads us to say that great empires

and kingdoms cannot always exist. After reaching

their glory they decline and give other govern-

ments a chance. And these, in turn, may fall as

rapidly as they come to the front. Ages ago there

seems to have been a strong kingdom in Central

America, In the way of civilization, wealth and

culture, it may have compared well with the most

favored lands of earth. The ruins of great, buried

cities and wonderful temples and monuments,

would seem to indicate this. But long before his-

tory recorded its achievements, its glory departed,

and for years Central America has been divided up

into little divisions, and each one very weak. A
few of the little Republics have formed a Confeder-

ation, to be known as the " Republic of Central

irica." As time goes by, this may result in a

n of all the Central American divisions, and

thus lay the foundation for returning to the pros-

perity once enjoyed in this part of the world. And

while temporal glory is earnestly sought, it is to be

hoped that the new "power to be" will become

sufficiently Christianized to permit the loyal follow-

ers of Christ to worship him without being in the

least molested. We certainly enjoy seeing the

hand of God in all such movements.

It seems that all the powers have now agreed

that Turkey must be brought to terms, and the am-

bassadors in Constantinople have been instructed

to agree upon proposals with a view of improving

the situation in the Ottoman Empire. While the

details are not yet completed, it appears that some-

thing is certain to be done, and that, if the Sultan

will not yield to fair and just requirements, it may
not go so well with either himself or his empire.

Since all the powers, including Russia, have united

in this agreement, and will probably act in concert,

it is not likely that the Sultan, or any part of his

kingdom, will offer any resistance. We trust this

means a better day for the Christian workers

Turkey, and that it means an end to the Armenian

We are surprised that a religious journal should

icourage, or even approve of, the unnecessary in-

ease of our navy. But this is what a late issue of

the Christian Standard does, after stating that our

steel navy, when completed, will contain seven-

ty-five vessels. We believe that the very spirit of

Christianity is decidedly opposed not only to war,

but the learning of war. Under no circumstances

should Christianity yield to the war spirit. There

power enough in the Christian churches to put an

end to all of these war preparations, and thus lift an

enormous burden from the shoulders of the tax-

paying people. There is probably no greater curse

than war, and no greater blessing than peace. It

seems to us that every Christian journal, as well as

every preacher, professing the name of Christ,

should oppose war and teach the principles of

peace. The great standing armies of earth should

be disbanded, and the war vessels and fortifications

turned to a better use. The nations are being

crushed by enormous debts, caused, principally, by

unnecessary war preparation. Why should civilized

nations prepare for war with each other any more

than two devout deacons, living on opposite sides

of a creek, should go to a great expense in the pur-

chase of guns, swords and ammunition, in order to

be ready for a deadly conflict with one another?

There is no more sense in the one case than in the

other. We again insist on Christian journals advo-

cating the doctrine of the Prince of Peace, and not

permitting themselves to be carried away by the

military spirit of the age. If Christian journals will

not mould the public sentiment in favor of peace,

and in opposition to war, then, pray, tell us what is

to become of the doctrine of peace, so clearly rec-

ommended by the Founder of the kingdom of

We know that it is not safe for the young man,

or the older one, either, for that matter, to under-

take to make a success of the Christian life, with

bad habits hanging about him. It is also growing

daily more difficult for him to secure employment,

in many of the departments ol life, when it is known

that he tampers with intoxicants, or frequents gam-

bling places. Especially are the railroads becom-

ing very strict concerning the habits of the men
they employ. Probably moat of the roads in the

United States are of one mind in this respect. In

the reports of nineteen roads it is required that

drinking intoxicants, while on duty, is positively

prohibited, and a majority ol the roads clearly inti-

mate that employees, wishing to retain their posi-

tions, must abstain from the use of intoxicants when

off duty also. The Cincinnati, Hamilton & Day-

ton road will not employ persons not strictly tem-

perate. The Chicago & Alton road is also very

strict, while the Baltimore & Ohio will not retain an

intemperate man in its employ. Many other roads

are weeding out the men who frequent the saloons.

One important line does not permit her men to use

tobacco in any form while on duty. These are

healthy indications, and it may not be many years

until the frequenters of saloons will have to seek

other lands for employment. The railroads know

how to make prohibition laws that prohibit. We
would that the law-makers of the land could do as

much.

Writing of the new heaven and the new earth,

the Revelator (Rev. 21: 1),' mentions a time when

there shall be no more sea. It seems that we are

now in a period, or shall soon enter it more fully,

when there is no more sea, at least, in a practical

sense. The sea ceases to be an obstruction,— it is

as nothing in the way of navigation. Cables span

the great bodies of water, and the pulse of nations

can be felt as the moments go by. At the break-

fast table we can read the news concerning occur-

rences on the other side of the great oceans the pre-

vious day. It requires only five or six days for the

traveler to pass from one shore of the Atlantic to

the other. But lately there was launched at Paris a

vessel that may revolutionize this whole traveling

business. The vessel is supported by six immense

wheels, thirty-two feet in diameter, and ten feet

through the center. On and about these wheels is

built the platform of the craft. The vessel is pro-

pelled by an ordinary screw and powerful engines.

As it moves the wheels revolve, and carry the in-

genious structure over the water at an astonishing

speed, as compared with other vessels. It is claimed

that this craft will ride the rough seas with but lit-

tle rocking, that it is almost impossible to sink it,

and that it is possible to so improve on the princi-

ple on which it is constructed as to cross the Atlan-

tic in three days, and with but little more inconve-

nience than a ride on a first-class railroad train.

Should these claims materialize, it will require only

about six days to pass from New York to Jerusa-

lem. What a convenience this will be for the time

when the nations of earth shall go yearly up to Je-

rusalem to worshipl The world is getting ready for

some grand events, to the honor and glory of God,
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FOR THE NEW YEAR.

Lav by ihe old deceit

That clogs the spirit's (light!

Arise, and wing thy feet

To climb the paths ol light!

Then shall no smirch ol mire

Unto thy garments cling.

And, touched with high desire,

Thy tuneless lips shall sing.

The sky anew shall ope

before thy parched soul,

And boundless meads of hope

Shall seem the long, blue scroll.

And though the hills may drowse,

A-numh with wintry gloom,

The sough of frosty houghs

Shall prophesy of bloom.

And all life's forward ways.

Uplifted from the old,

Above earth's sodden grays,

Shall glamoured be with gold.

— Clinton Scollard.

SYNOPTICAL REPORT OF MINISTERIAL MEETING.

Trni Ministerial Meeting of Southern Pennsyl.

vania convened at the Upton meetinghouse, Frank-

lin County, Fa,, on the morning of Nov. 12, closing

next day at 2:30 I'. M., including a night session.

The meetings were opened at 8: 30 in the morning
of each day. The organization was effected by
electing Kid. Isaac Barto, Moderator, and the writ-

er, Secretary. I briefly give the leading thoughts

of eaclt topic. There were many good things said,

till no per nit he >gn tall.

1. "TheCh
"The church," Matt. 16: 18, is a body of believ-

ers,—one body, of which all are members. Each
member has his function to perform. Each mem-
ber should not only perform his respective work,
but all should work together, in harmony with each
other, and under the Father's directions (2 Cor.

6: I). There is a place for each one to work.
When we are engaged in the services of God's
house, we say to the world, we stand for Christ.

Many of us are not getting for ourselves the bless-

ings Christ has in reservation for those who love
him. The church is the "ground and pillar of the
truth." This "pillar" upholds and sustains the
truth, Ifw/fare not the church, the sootier we go
down the better. If we are, then the powers of hell

cannot prevail against us.

It is the mission of the church to save the human
family. "Go ye" implies that we should send
those who will go; also to delegate to them the
authority to go and preach the Gospel. It is the
mission of every member to uphold the truth and
to sustain it by our life, conduct and general de-
portment.

When once we awake to our mission, we will work.
Let us not forget the great command, "Go ye into
all the world and preach the Gospel." Do we rec-

'Ho : Best Secu
Ministry?"

The ministry must give itself to prayer continual-
ly that God's blessing might rest upon the work.
Prayers and tears was the great secret of success
with the apostles. Christ's great works were pre-
ceded by prayer. If you want power over men,
you must get pow.
old apostolic pow
the power of God
not so strengthen.

We need more faith. God will take care of his
faithful ministers. David said, " I have been
young, and now am old; yet have I not seen the
righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread."
The only way to get true consecration is to get full
of the Bible. The more we fill ourselves
God's thoughts, the less room we will have for
ister thoughts. To have a consecrated ministr

1 God. We
. Ten men,
: able to rout

crated

nust get the

sustained by
one hundred,
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must have a consecrated laity. " How can they

preach except they be sent?" Many of our

ablest ministers are looked upon as not being whol-

ly consecrated, simply because their bands are tied,

and they cannot give their time to the church,

because I Tim. %: 8 is staring them in the face.

While the ministry is not as consecrated as it ought

to be, on the other hand it is far more consecrated

than it gets credit for.

3. " How to Make Home Mission Work a Greater

Success."

There is no limit to mission work. It is as broad

as the world. If all cannot be preachers, they all

can be missionaries. We must teach that it is no

new thing, but the old thing resurrected. Get the

laity to know that they are the foundation of mis

sionary work. Don't tie a good brother's hands!

In so doing you are tying the Lord's hands. Get

the proper man for the proper place! Every min-

ister is not calculated for the same place. Another
reason why we fail is found in a lack of means.

Some of the ways suggested, to secure means,

are: Set apart a row of potatoes; donate the eggs

laid on Sunday; give the proceeds from an apple

tree or a row of corn, etc , to the work of the Lord.

If all do this, we will have plenty of means. Cen-
tralize your work and persevere in it!

We possess nothing, if we simply have farms and
money and nothing in the bank above. Don't start

a mission, gather in a few members; then go away,

neglect it, and let it die out. Thus you waste time

and money. Have fewer mission points! Then
work them thoroughly.

4. " Elders' and Ministers' Duty to the Church."
A great responsibility rests upon elders. Many

lambs are neglected for the want of proper food.

Elders should visit eve y family where the

member or members, once a year. Our greatest

delinquency is, in not preaching from house to

house. Acts 20: 20.

It is one thing to get members; another, to care

for them when in. Feed them tenderly, and be
just as loth to have th^m leave the body, as you
would be to lose one of the members of your nat-

ural body. " Feed my lambs," " Feed my sheep,"

"Shepherd my sheeplings," is Christ's command to

Peter. Ministers should feel that they are the
church's servants, therefore they should not usurp
authority over it, but feed the flock with the ' sin-

cere milk of the Word,"—not by constraint, but
willingly, etc.

5. "The Relation of the Deacons to the Church,
and how may they Work most Successfully?"

They can settle many difficulties that should nev-
er reach the church. They should, of course, not
believe everything they hear. When the visit is

extended, invite those of the family, who are not
members, to be present. Often the husband or
wife is no member, and, by inviting them to be
present, you not only show respect to them, but
such proceedings may have a telling effect, which
eternity alone will reveal.

A question was asked by a worthy deacon: "Is it

the deacon's duty to have prayer on his annual
visit if not invited?" It was answered as follows:
Deacons ought to ask whether it is the desire to
have prayer. Then they should see, when prayer is

offered, that all are in order. If not, ask them to
get in order. Don't hurry over your visit. Give
yourselves plenty of time. Deacons ought to have
the confidence of the church. Don't relate any
trouble where you have not any business to relate
it. Deacons ought to be confidential men. If you
have confidence in a deacon, you can open your
heart to him. Make prayer a feature of church
visit. When the members know this, they will put
themselves in a position to have prayer when visit-

ed. Deacons should know their duties,—especially
in visiting applicants for baptism. Often troubles
arise simply because they were not visited properly.

6. "A Scriptural Sermon; how Prepared, and
how Delivered. Should it be Textual, Topical, or
Expository?"

This depends on who preaches. There is no ob-
jection to outlining, but do not depend altogether
on your outlines. Every preacher has his way of
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ng. The first element is unity, the second,

one idea. Lay off your sermons under different

divisions and stick to the text. Textual means to

take a text; topical, to draw from the whole Bible;

expository, to take a paragraph and explain it. All
these methods are good. It is not possible to sep-

arate textual and expository preaching. Adapt
your preaching to the wants of the people. Ex-
pository preaching is best in the end. Preach by
teaching,—then persuasion. We ought to know
how we get into the church. Teach the people.

The spirit that takes us into a church will not take

us out. Thousands are in the popular churches,

who cannot tell how they got in, because they had
no choice in the matter.

A preparation of the heart is necessary. Read
the Scriptures and mark the most impressive pas-

sages. A good plan is to have a pencil and paper
and take notes.

The power of a discourse is in what is back of it.

Get full of the subject! Read much, think much!
Above all things, pray much! No man ever suc-

ceeded in any other way.

7. " How can Greater Activity on the Part of
Young Members in General Church Work be Pro-

ed?'
:

Re ! the hindn that prevent them from
active service. Young members have the activity,

but, in order to apply it, we must give them a place
and let them know that they are needed in that
place. The children of Israel at the Red Sea, at

God's command, went forward. Man's command
too often is, "Stand still." An old man said that,

hen he was young, he always could lead his boys
1 work. Now, since he is old, they can lead him,

but he did not grieve or worry over it. So it is in

h work,—if the young can labor more efficient-

ly, let them work.

Some fathers stand by and say, "Don't use that
ax; you will dull it." "Don't use that auger; you will

break it." " Don't use those scissors; you will dull

them." " Don't cut that patch; you will spoil it."

Let him work! If he does spoil a few tools, he is

making a man! Better spoil a few tools, and save
the boy. So it is in the church. It is "Don't,
Don't, Don't!" Let the young members work!
Organize Sunday schools, young people's meetings,
prayer meetings, if not already organized, and make
room for the young workers. Idle hands will find

something to do. Do not let them get too old in

the church before you put them to work. They
are like colts,—the older they are, the harder they
are to hitch up.

8. "The Need of Special Bible Terms of Ten
Days or more Duration, Held in our Home
Churches."

Bro. J. K. Miller, who has taught Bible schools in

the West, with the aid of maps and outlines, gave
us an instructive and intelligent talk on the nature
and manner of conducting these schools, and the
very great benefit derived from attending the same.
His talk was timely, and was listened to with
marked attention.

The Bible term, while not very old among us, has
come to stay. We need a Bible term, because we
need a more systematic study of the Bible. We
should have the truths of the Bible brought clearer
to our minds in studying the Bible. This will in-

crease interest in the study of the Bible, All church
work would be better done if we had Bible sessions.

A Bible term prepares us for more efficient work
in the Sunday school, as well as in the church.
Reading the Bible is not studying it. Many are not
able to attend the Bible terms held at our schools,
therefore we ought to have them in our home
churches, where we may all have the privilege of
attending. We need a stimulus. All ought to
avail themselves of this opportunity. It is teach-
ing by objects, and object lessons stick. We want
to keep the Bible study on top. We can all have
Bible terms right at home.

9. (a) "The Design of the Sunday School; (i)
the Relation of the Church to the Sunday School;
(c) the Aim of the Sunday School Teacher."

(a) One design is to bring people into the church.
Originally it was to gather the outcasts in and
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teach Ihem the Bible. The design now is, to in-

doctrinate our children, so we do not lose them to
the church. It is one of the best means of training
our children in the " nurture and admonition of the
Lord."

(*) There is a very close relation between church
and Sunday school. We should become more alive
to this important auxiliary of the church. The
Sunday school cannot exist separate and apart
from the church. It is a feeder to the church, the
nursery to the church, and an important part of the
church.

(c) The teacher occupies a responsible position.
The aim of a Sunday school teacher should be the
conversion of his scholars. He should have only
one aim,—the conversion of those who are under
his instruction. Teachers should and must be
members of the church.

10. " How can we Make the Services at our Love
Feasts most Spiritual or Impressive? "

By a more systematic way of doing the work.
Let the ministers come together and assign each
one's respective work during the meeting. Then
the "urging and prompting" would be done away
with, and much valuable time saved. We should
begin early in the evening, then we can close early,
and avoid the confusion that sometimes exists on
the outside of the church. There is not as much
spirituality at our love feasts as there should be.

Remember the awful consequences of not coming
there right, and of a right deportment while there.

There should be more quietness while engaged in

the services. There is entirely too much unnec-
essary noise, in various ways, during the services.

There should be more quietness and precision.

Get more spirit into the services and less mere form.
II." Define and Apply Gal. 3: 27-29."

As many as have been baptized into Christ have
put on Christ. As many as have not been baptized
into Christ have not put on Christ. Christ simply
came to open the way. The eunuch's baptism was
by immersion. They went down into the water.

Burial means a " covering over." It also implies a

coming forth. The experimental part is all we can
enjoy. We are by one Spirit baptized into one
body. We are all members of that body. Christ is

the way in baptism, as well as in all other things.

There is no salvation outside of Christ. The world
is a unit on this question. If God did not publicly

acknowledge his Son before baptism, he will not

acknowledge us as his children before baptism.

The promise is to " you and to your children and

to those who are afar off," etc. We are all one in

Christ. Sisters have the same right in the church

as brethren, when they are in order. They may
pray, they may prophesy, they may teach, they

may be helpers. There is neither male nor fe-

male,—they are all one in Christ.

On Friday, at 1: 30 P. M., we met again, and an

hour was consumed by many of our ministering

brethren making short farewell addresses. Many
wholesome admonitions were given, and many
tears were shed.

The arrangements throughout the meeting were

complete. Elders Daniel Miller and John Lehner

and their co-laborers— Geo. Hege and J. Kurtz

Miller,—ably assisted by the laity, spared no pains

to make the meeting a success, and to provide for

the immense crowd of people who attended the

meeting. Everything worked with precision. May
the Lord abundantly bless the dear ones of the

Back Creek congregation for their hospitality and

love, manifested during the meeting. We had»the

pleasure of having elders Wm. A Gaunt and Silas

Hoover, of Somerset County, and J. B. Brumbaugh,

of Huntingdon County, with us. Their presence

and help added greatly to the success and enjoy-

ment of the meeting. Our next Ministerial Meet-

ing will be held in York, Pa.

IS THE WORLD 0R0W1NQ BETTER?

BY A. HUTCHISON.

In Two Parts Part Two.

This article I wish to address to the evangelists

and elders especially, and, as my line of work is

classed among the evangelists, I will speak to that
class first. We hear a good deal said,—and well
said,—about the importance of missionary work at
home and abroad, and every one ought to be in
deep earnest on the subject of missions, yet the
work of our evangelists is one of the most impor-
tant parts of missionary work, because, when peo-
ple are well indoctrinated in the great principles of
the Christian system, they come into the church
ready to be used to the glory of God, and are ready
to inquire, "What wilt thou have me to do?"
They are ready to do it, not stopping to inquire if

the world will look on approvingly or not.

Those who are brought into the church through
the exercise of their emotional feelings, more than
from mature consideration of the great work to be
done, aie not likely to make our best workers.
Such as have entered upon the work as though
they meant to oSer themselves upon the altar, at

the foot of the cross, will do good and valuable
service. When persons come into the church with
this view of the case, they are missionaries from
the time of their birth into the family of God, be-

cause they have been made partakers of the Divine
Mind and Nature, and therefore are born of God.
They can be no other than missionaries, for he that
has been made partaker of the Holy Spirit must
wear the image of the Son of God, who was the
greatest missionary that ever graced this earth.

The above are some of the reasons why evangel-
ists should make a special effort to have every one.
who comes out on the Lord's side under their

efforts, to be well established in the great truths of

the Bible. Elders may have much hard and per-
plexing work to do, which might have been avoid-
ed, if the preacher, who did the public talking, had
been more careful in his part of the work, by hav-
ing those, who make the good beginning, to fully

understand that Christian life means much more
than to wear plain clothing and keep the ordi-

Christian life means a life given up to God, to
suffer with him, if need be, before we reign with
him. We must not fear that we will be classed
among the poor workmen if we fail to get people
into the church. We want every evangelist and
every preacher at home to be a host for God, to
bring many into the ranks of the Lord's workers,
but we want every one who is brought into the fold,

whether by home or traveling ministers, to be fully

taught along the line of Christian work.

I wish to say right here, that evangelists some-
times get their names before the public as care!
workers because the elder, in whose care the young
converts are left, does not give them that fatherly

help that they so much need in that critical stage

of their Christian experience. Much, otherwise

good work, is lost, because of inattention on the

part of the shepherds, or,—which is still worse, if

possible,—a whipping instead of the sincere milk
of the Word, even the great and precious promises
therein contained.

So far as the world and other churches are con-

cerned, we have no time to stop by the way to see

whether each part is up to our standard of Chris-

tian perfection, but let each of us, whether evangel-

ist, elder, missionary, minister, deacon, or layman,

see what is for us to do. and then let us do it with

our might, for the day is passing, the night is ap-

proaching, and we must do our work now,—for we
cannot be ignorant of this one thing, that sin is in

the world, and, if not checked in its course, will

bring its victims to ruin. Wake up. my brother, or

sister, and show to your neighbor that you have

been with Jesus.

We know that Jesus was in earnest about his

; working for you and me. Read
in which you will find these words:

l have not the Spirit of Christ, he

work, when he

often Rom. 8:

" Now if any r

is none of his."

In conclusion I wish to say to one and all that

we now have one of the grandest opportunities to

do mission work on a general and larger scale, that

we have ever had. Every one, with the small ex-

penditure of one dollar, can donate the Messenger

to some one who would very much appreciate it,

and the strong probability is, that many, il not ev-
ery one, so receiving the paper, will become a work-
er for the Lord.

The tracts, sent out by the Brethren, are doing a

great work, but the Messenger has one great ad-
vantage over all tracts. While the tract can only
make one visit, and only treats on the one topic, the
Messenger makes its fifty-two visits each year, and
treats a number of subjects each week, besides giv-
ing a great deal of other useful information.

Lastly, no one can say any more (if they ever
did), that somebody is getting too much money out
of the Messenger, for the publishing interest be-
comes the property of the church. Those who were
the stockholders have now consented to turn their
interest over to the church, and the profits resulting
from the business will go into the mission fund.
Therefore I shall insist upon every one, who loves
the Lord and his cause, to put forth an effort to
give the Messenger and other helps a wide circu-
lation. The Messenger is the cheapest and most
powerful preacher that you can send into new fields.

Brethren and sisters, I wish you all knew the power
of our church paper as a preacher. Send it out and
try it!

ANOTHER FATAL l.imcll: ORDEAL.

BY I.
J, ROSENBERGER.

In my tract on secret societies, page nine, pub-
lished by our Tract Committee, I narrate the la-

mentable death of J. W. Johnson, of the M. E.
church, who came to his death in taking the Royal
Arch degree of Masonry, in Huntington, W. Va.,

Jan. 10, 1890. The ritual of this degree requires
the candidate to be let through a trap-door, by
means of a rope, into a vault within a dark room.
Mr. Johnson fell into the shaft, and from the in-

juries, thus received, died in two days, after dread-
ful suffering.

On page ten I relate the circumstance of John
Geiger, who, on being initiated into the Odd Fellow
lodge, was called upon to jump into a supposed
lake of fire, but it proved to be on a floor. As a
result, he broke his leg in three places, for which
he brought suit for $25,000.

From the Chicago Record, Nov. 20, 1896, I quote
a third instance, equally as shocking to civilization:

Mr. Curry died to-day at the Savery Hotel, in Des Moines,
Iowa. His death is alleged to he due to injuries received
while being initiated into the Henevolem and Protective
Order of the Elks. . . . The Elks refuse to tell the real

nature of the injury received by Mr. Curry. . . . The story,

which has been well circulated, relative to the injuries sus-

tained by Mr. Curry, and which is fully believed by Mrs. Cur-
ry, is this: It is said that the order has a test with a torture

chair. This chair is fitted with metal seat and arms. An
electric battery supplies various grades of voltage. It is said
that Mr. Curry was induced to seat himself in the torture

chair, and a slight electrical current was turned on. The
Elks, masked in the dimly-lighted room, wailed to see the
candidate jump in terror from the chair. Mr. Curry disap-
pointed them, for he did not move a muscle. More current
was turned on. Still there was no movement, and more elec-

tricity was turned on, until the battery was at its full capacity.
Curry still sat in the chair of torture. It is said that some one
noticed that smoke was issuing from the seat of the chair and
enveloping Mr. Curry. He was hurriedly dragged away from
the torture seat, aod it was discovered that, by the exercise o[

will power and nerve, he had remained in the chair while his

clothes were burned from his body by the electricity.
. , . Mr.

Curry, before bis death, urged his wife and friends to hush up
the matter, and insisted that they make no attempt to cause
the lodge any embarrassment. . . . The Elks refuse to divulge
the names of the degree team, which was doing the work of

initiation. . . . They keenly feel the embarrassment brought
upon their lodge by the revelation concerning Mr. Curry's
death. . . . Mrs. Curry is prostrated and the physicians will

not allow her to be seen.

Add to this the words of Ex-President John
Quincy Adams, who, in a letter addressed to the

monwealth of Massachusetts, says, "The names
of the men, who took William Morgan from his

dungeon Sept. 19, 1826, and closed a torture of nine

days' duration, by sinking him in the middle of

Niagara River, are well known."
In view of the foregoing, and much more that

might be recited, is it strange that the church should
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stand uncompromisingly on the anti side of the

whole secrecy question? When this grave sin is

met in the church it should be promptly and plain-

ly dealt with. This can only be done when breth-

ren acquaint themselves with the rules and laws

governing secrecy.

I have a letter before me, signed by an elder, in

which 1 find this statement: "A demit may be

taken out of a Masonic lodge and given to the

church, and the party still belong to the Masons."

There is no need now, of such a lack of knowing

the facts of the rules governing secrecy. In the

days of the abduction of William Morgan there

were but few expositions of secrecy. Then there

were good reasons for not knowing. Now ex[

tions and standard authors are abundant; besi

there are lecturers who expose and publicly recite

the entire story of secrecy.

Uemits are not taken out to give away, but are

taken out to be held as legitimate proof that they

are non-affiliated, and that their lodge holds them

Brethren with such limited knowledge of secrecy

arc wholly disqualified to grapple with secrecy.

They should study to show themselves men better

approved.

Covington, Ohio.

'ONLY BELIEVE.'

Your long, sad letter is here. It makes my heart

ache, and the heart of Jesus too. If He were here

and would speak with you face to face, He would

sweep away all your vain imaginations and unwor-

thy misgivings. He gives His disciples perfect rest

nl soul, perfect peace of heart and mind. Matt. II:

28, 20; Philpp 4: 6, 7, and Isa. 26: 3, 4.

Just do as Jesus Himself did, and neither flesh

nor devil will master you. Acts 2: 25. It is your

privilege to live constantly in the realization of

I'hilpp. 4: 4, 13. You grieve the Holy Spirit by

doubting the Love and Pity and Power of Jesus.

Omnipotence does not transcend the Love of Christ.

" In Him dwelleth all the /illness of God; and in Him
we are complete." Col. 2: 9. 10.

You can never fight the devil in your own
strength. Christ is to us " the Power of God and the

Wisdom of God." I Cor. 1: 24. The Gates of Hell

cannot prevail against a soul that is "hid with

Ciikist in God." Matt. 10; 18 and Col. 3: 3.

"Only believe." This is the secret of victory.

I John 5: 4, 5. To believe does not mean simply
the assent of the reason, but the unqualified en-

dorsement of the heart and will and life.

Faith is always joyful and confident. 2 Cor. 0: 10

and 5: 6, 7, 8. It has the veracity and love of the

Everlasting Jehovah to rest upon. Righteousness
is inflexible, and justice cannot compromise, but
love has a way for the perfect satisfaction of both.

The cross explains the " mystery of godliness," and
opens the possibility of 2 Cor. 4; and 5: 21. Let
1 Tim. 1:15 roll as a wave of light and joy and glo-

ry to the ends of the earth.

Is holiness your supreme desire? Is sin your
deepest horror and loathing? Then you belong to

Christ, and He will save you in spite of all your low
conceptions and foolish imaginations. " God
Love," and He will not cast away any one whe
really willing to be saved. Put your trust in G
and believe that all He has done in Christ is for j
What a pity that you go drooping and doubting

and desponding while all the resources of the God-
head are open to your acceptance and daily enjoy-
ment! Do not speak so much of your trouble to
others. Tell Jesus all about it. and there leave it.

Talk with H im all the day long as your faithful, con-
fidential Friend. He will never disappoint you.
Forever and forever He will fulfill. Eph. 3: 20.

If Christ notes the falling sparrow, and numbers
our very hairs, rest assured He will not forget the
facilities you sent for my pen ministry. Heb. 1 3; 16.

Union Deposit, Pa.

.IOHNSON--COSS DERATE.

It will be remembered that, a few months ago,

notice was given in the Messenger, of a debate to

be held in the Montgomery church, Indiana Co.,

Pa., Aug. 1/, between Bro. J. C. Johnson, of the

Brethren church, and J. F. Coss, of the Campbellite

church.

By special request I will give a brief account of

the debate, which opened Aug. 17, at 10 A. M.

Eld. Johnson chose Bro. G. S. Rairigh for his Mod-
erator, while Eld. Coss selected I. M. Gibson for his

Moderator.

The propositions, as published in the Messenger,

were not accepted by Eld. Coss, so the disputants

agreed upon another proposition, which implied

the same principles, but which were not quite so

pointed as the first.

The following is the proposition: " The Doctrine,

as Taught and Practiced by the German Baptist

Brethren, is in Harmony with the Doctrine as

Taught and Practiced by Jesus Christ and his Apos-

tles."

The discussion lasted four days. Eld. Johnson

occupied two and three-fourths days, and Eld. Coss,

one and one-fourth days. Eld. Johnson, during his

affirmative, laid down a number of propositions so

solidly by Scriptural proof, that they could not be

shattered by his opponent.

During Bro. Johnson's affirmative. Eld. Coss tried

to stimulate his side by boasting what he would do

when he got on the affirmative, but when he did get

on the affirmative, he seemed to have forgotten

what he had been saying he would do.

Eld. Coss had the Brethren's " Classified Minute
Book," and did a great deal of preaching from it

all through the debate. He tried to make the peo-

ple believe that the book could not be gotten by
every one. or, at least, it was very hard to get. He
also said that it contained things which would mak«
the church equal to Romanism. Bro. Johnson chal-

lenged him to show a single minute that interfered

with the obeying of the Gospel, which, of course,

Eld. Coss could not do, and, consequently, his as-

sertions amounted to very little. The people also

were told by Eld. Johnson, that any person,—mem-
ber or no member of the Brethren church—could
get the book by sending to our publishers.

Preaching " Minutes " was a good way of killing

time, and Eld. Coss was sharp enough to know it.

The sentiment of the people was very much against

him, however, on account of his weak arguments.
The people wanted to hear something else.

During the affirmative of Eld. Coss, Eld. Johnson
pressed him very hard to show a single example of

backward worship in the Bible, and added, " You
have two examples of backward action, I Sam. 4: 18,

Eli, who fell backward and broke his neck, and in

the case of Judas, who betrayed Christ. You can
have them; we don't want them."

Notwithstanding the great aid I. M. Gibson ren-
dered Eld. Coss, by taking notes and handing them
to him (Coss), Bro. Johnson certainly met his argu-
ments tairly, and proved them to be not in harmony
with the Gospel.

The Brethren seemed to be elated over the suc-
cess of the discussion. In fact, the brethren and
sisters, although few in number, seem to be very

' workers in Christ's vineyard, and, after the
on, seemed to take new courage to go on

and work for the Master.

As we left the place, Bro. P. J. Blough asked an
old Methodist member what he thought of the de-
bate. He said, " I have attended a good many de-
bates, but never have seen any person beaten like
Eld. Coss." We think the cause was beaten as bad-
ly as the man.

We hope this debate may be the means of caus-
ing us all to read and study the Word more careful-
ly and bring us nearer to our Redeemer, and finally
lead us home to him who died for all,

Davidsville. Pa.

THOUntlTS ON THE NEW YEAR.

sed othe

unde

lilestone byNow that we ha

the path of life, and have be

world, so to speak, as well

stances, new influences, and new responsibilities,

we may safely spend a few moments in looking

about us, and thinking upon our new environ-

ments.

To begin with, then, What are the duties and re-

sponsibilities that first demand my attention in my
new surroundings? The conclusion of the whole

matter is this: " F'ear God and keep his command-
ments," and having done all, we should say, "We
are unprofitable servants; we have only done our

duty," and hence lifted our responsibility.

This first thought gives the sum total of our ob-

ligations in a general way, but we should particular-

I am a father. " Fathers, provoke not your chil-

dren to anger, but bring them up in the nurture

and admonition of the Lord."

I am a mother. " Woman, behold thy son," for

by maternal influence his life is being molded.

Your daughter,— is her life being molded for future

usefulness? Oh mothers, it means a great deal to

be a father, but who can estimate the true idea of

what it means to be a mother? Oh to be a mother,

—not the maternal influence by which we were

brought into existence, but the holy, God-given in-

fluence, personified, by which our life is molded for

eternity.

I am a Christian. " Let your light so shine,"—so

as a Christian's.

I am a sinner. When shall I reform and begin a

new life? Now is the accepted time.

I am a young man. " Rejoice, O young man, in

thy youth; and let thy heart cheer thee in the days

of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thine heart,

and in the sight of thine eyes; but know thou, that

for all these things God will bring thee into judg-

ment." Eccl. 11:9.

" Children, obey your parents in the Lord " may
mean grown-up children as well as the smaller and
younger.

Just a few thoughts about the church. " Go in-

to all the world." How many nations in the

world? Count them! How many have we reached?

The fields are "white unto the harvest, and he that

reapeth receiveth wages and gathereth fruit unto

eternal life." How large a bin would be required

to hold all the fruit we have gathered for the

Lord?

What . il do

Youc

1 to help?

you
rpet,

If you cannot preach, you can

who can. If you cannot build the

put in the chinks, mortar, paper,

make it comfortable. Do the young members ap-

pear comfortable in your company? Why not?

Does the minister preach to you or to your empty
pew? What can you do to create an interest in

your meetings? Do you speak well or ill of your

minister to your friends? Do you invite them to

church?

Are you fulfilling the high calling of the minis-

ter? He that is sent of God speaketh God's Word.
As a minister, is my manner of preaching boring

and tedious? Am I cold and indifferent toward

the flock as well as to those without? " Fervent in

spirit, serving the Lord."

Have I been doing my whole duty in the Work of

the church and the cause of Christ? When shall I

begin? Jesus went to the city one morning before

breakfast, to begin his Father's work. Mark 11:

12,13. Matt. 21:18. He lost no time after he was
recognized by his Father as his Son. The morning
of the day, the morning of the year, the morning^J
of the Christian life, is the time to begin.
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"THE MINISTRATION OF THE SPIRIT."—2 Cor. 3: 8.

BY W. B. STOVER,

In Nine Parts.—Part i.—Mistaking the Spirit.

" It is expedient for you that I go away."—John 16: 7.

Concerning the doctrine of the Holy Spirit,

there is a good deal of difference of opinion, I do

not wish to try to set up another opinion to be ac-

cepted or rejected according to one's own pleasure.

I do not know half there is to be known on the

subject, and this I am frank to admit. However,

in the eight short articles which are to follow this

one, I wish to stick close to the Bible, and give a

few seed-thoughts for those who are more Spirit-

filled to develop. I have no desire to stir up argu-

ment. I would like very much, however, to read

many clear, well-defined articles on the Holy Spir-

it, that will help us all to know where we stand and

why we stand there.

The Spirit leads. Let us see! A man says he is

led of the Spirit to go to a certain house, and there

tell the Gospel message to anxious hearers. He
goes and finds the house empty. The Spirit may
lead, but it did not lead that man that time. I be-

lieve even Guiteau claimed that the Spirit led him

to assassinate President Garfield. Men are often

mistaken as to the leading of the Spirit. Shall we,

therefore, decide against the Spirit, or against the

leading of the Spirit, or against the men?
Whatever doctrine may be accepted, two points

are sure, (a) that the Holy Spirit, being God, can-

not err any more than God can, and (o) since " all

Scripture is given by inspiration of God" (2 Tim.

3: 16), the Spirit that inspired the Word cannot

and will not lead any one contrary to that Word.
This truth becomes more apparent as we medi-

tate. " In the beginning was the Word, and the

Word was with God, and the Word was God."

John 1: 1. A man makes the Holy Spirit a strange

spectacle when he declares the Spirit leads him to

reject, as unimportant, any single teaching of the

New Testament.

We will not question the relative importance of

doctrines. If the Spirit has once given expression

to any teaching whatever, in any way whatever, we

do not expect that Spirit, being the Holy Spirit, to

be driven to contrary expressions at any time or in

any way whatever.

The Spirit we speak of is the Holy Spirit. If any

one thinks that he is led of the Spirit, in any way,

however slightly deviating from the Gospel paths,

let him knozv that he is mistaken. The spirit may in-

deed be leading him in that particular thing, but it

can hardly be the Holy Spirit.

A man may be ever so conscientious and yet be

mistaken. Being conscientious only settles one

thing,— that he is a true man. Whoever is not con-

scientious in his thinking and doing is not a man
according to the true standard. Paul is probably

the best example of this. He " verily thought that

he ought to do many things contrary to the name

of Jesus of Nazareth" (Acts 26: 9), yet that only

established one thing,—that the man had character.

Read carefully. If a man does not live according

to his belief he is not a true man, but if he does live

according to his belief, that establishes that he, as a

man, is true, but whether the thing he believes is

right or wrong, is altogether another question. The

Law of Right settles that.

Two men are led of the Spirit in opposite direc-

tions, with respect to a certain truth,—that is, they

say they are led of the Spirit. Both may be true

men. Both may be honorable men. Both may be

well-informed spiritual men, yet one must be mis-

taken, not because he thinks so, for he does not

think so. Which is mistaken? Let the Word say.

Do they differ still? One is mistaken still. Per-

haps both,

Just how this can be, puzzles some people. It

need not do so. It is not a very intricate matter.

The greater puzzle, it seems to me, is why God,

"the same yesterday, and to-day, and forever' 1

(Heb. 13: 8), would establish certain doctrines by

the eternal Word, and then, at sundry times and

places, alter them in the nc.Tts of men. No won-

der men cannot understand. No wonder the Spirit

seems to lead mysteriously sometimes. The Spirit,

in referring to certain Christ-given examples, speaks
of his children, in following those examples, as

showing " the Lord's death till he come." 1 Cor.
Ii: 26. He has not come yet, and still a great re-

ligious leader of the present time says of this same
and other of the Lord's commandments, " It is a

mistake to think that Jesus Christ instituted these

sacraments as permanent institutions" (see Gostei.

Messenger, May 28, 1395). No matter it such a

man is leader of more missionaries than all the

churches together. No matter if he is ever so grand
and good, when his spirit and the Holy Spirit differ,

he must necessarily be mistaken, even if he does think

the Holy Spirit led him to his present position.

All charity must be entertained towards men in

their beliefs. If one is mistaken, another is just as

likely to be. It is an easy matter to mistake one's

own opinion, or judgment, or idea, or belief, for the

leading of the Holy Spirit, and since there is so

much erratic teaching about the Holy Spirit, and so

much popular talk that is evidently without any

teaching at all, shall

overboard? The ratht

study, and write, and
f

Let us search into the

hold the best positioi

how, by the Scripture,

throw the whole matte

:t us talk, and read, ant

ch about this Holy Spirit

:p things of God! Let u

n this question

maintain it. I tof

.11, let us not hastily say that we know all about ii

" Canst thou by searching find out God? " Job 11:;

We can, however, think after God's own thought

and be wise. "How precious also are thy though!

OGod!
Bulsar, India.

Psa. 139: I/.

" He who follows Christ in precept and example,

morally and spiritually, becomes a full-developed

man— is rounded up in all the Christian virtue:

and in all his faculties he grows into equipoise; but,

on the contrary, you will always find a confirmed

sectarian, lop-sided and out of spiritual bak

bigoted, vain, unreasonable and pompously Pha

ical."
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LESSON LIGHT-FLASHES.

The Holy Spirit Given.-Acts 2; 1-13.

{Usson for Jan. 10,1897.)

This was, perhaps, one of the greatest events that

happened in the experience of these discipli

Whether they expected the descent of the Holy

Spirit at this special time, we are not told. They

were to wait at Jerusalem for ii, and the proi

was that it would come. They may have expected

it sooner, and may have prayed for it before, bu

because of the time and circumstances connected

with it, they may have had their expectations great'

ly strengthened. They were all of Jewish stock and

were born and reared in Jewish homes. They had

not only been taught the significance of the I

over, but they had partaken of it themselves. They

had also celebrated the Pentecostal feast,—the on<

representing their liberation from Egyptian bond

age; the other, the receiving of the law amidst th<

thunderings and lightnings of Mount Sinai, fifty

days thereafter.

They might have reasoned in this way: Christ,

their Savior, was crucified, slain as the Lamb of Sac-

rifice, at the time their passover lambs were slain

and as fifty days thereafter the law was given Oi

Mount Sinai, and this being the fiftieth day fron

the day of crucifixion, why should this not be th

time when the Lord would fulfill his promise made

and send to them the power and divine influence

the Holy Spirit?

Pentecost is the combination of two Greek words,

which, thus united, mean fifty. These fifty days, or,

rather, this fiftieth day, had now fully come, and,

according to command, they were still waiting, and

together. If we could know of their conversation

on this eventful morning, we might have heard

them say, " To-day will the promise be fulfilled.

Let us all keep together and be engaged in prayer."

They were all, with one accord, in one place. They
understood the summation of power, and when men

us unite themselves they can always have power
th God.
" One accord," here is very expressive. It means

that there was no division among them. They were
all of one mind, with one purpose in view,—the
coming of the Holy Spirit,—that they might not

only have power with God, but also with men.
They were not disappointed. As the third hour

of the day came (nine o'clock), the hour of prayer,
'• suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a

rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house
where they were sitting." This was an introduction

to what was to follow, and was intended especially

for the confirmation and assurance of the disciples,

— those who had met in one place and with one ac-

cord,—the one hundred and twenty named in Acts
1: 15.

After this followed the more wonderful demon-
stration of cloven tongues. Just how these ap-

peared and what they signified is not quite clear

enough to assert positively. Different opinions

have obtained, and who is right no one is prepared

to say. Some think that it was a representation of

a large tongue of fire hanging above them and so

cloven or parted that there were as many divisions

as there were disciples, and one of these parts

lengthened out to the head of each, so that each

one was able to speak a different tongue or lan-

guage. Others believe that one of these cloven

tongues appeared over each of the disciples, and

showed that each one had the gift of speaking in

the different tongues, as the needs might require.

And still others believe that the miracle consisted

in the hearing and not in the speaking. However
reasonable these different views may be, the fourth

verse seems to be so definite that there is not much
room left for controversy as to how they spoke.

"And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and

began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit

gave them utterance." As they began, so, we sup-

pose, they continued.

We don't need to wonder that these men were

anxious that this power might come at this time,

because they saw the great possibilities that the oc-

casion offered, because we are told that in the city

were dwelling devout men out of every nation un-

der heaven. Remembering the great commission

that had been committed to their charge, that they

were to go and preach the Gospel to every creature,

what a golden opportunity was here offered to in-

troduce the great work in which their hearts were

now enlisted. Great occasions ought to stir us up

to great efforts. Clarke, in his comment on this

passage, says, "At the building of Babel, the lan-

guage of the people was confounded, and, in conse-

quence of this, they became scattered over the face

of the earth. At this foundation of the Christian

church, the gift of various languages was given to

the apostles that the scattered nations might be

gathered, and united under one shepherd." " Every

man heard them speak in his own language."

Such was the power and influence of the Holy

Spirit when he came. It was such because the occa-

sion required it. Divine energy is never wasted.

We do not need such power to-day, but we do need

the Holy Spirit to enable us to say and do the

things that are needful for us to do, that the Lord's

purposes may be carried out. Do we want this?

If so, wc must learn the lessons here taught. And
what are they?

1. We must have a burning desire to save souls.

Unless we have this, there is noway for a beginning.

2. We must be united in this purpose. We must

go at it with one accord, and in full faith and confi-

3. We must wait until we can hear the moving of

the Spirit among the leaves,—have patience. These

men waited until the time had fully come, and then,

in the power of the Spirit, they went forth to victo-

ry. Could we, as workers for Christ, place our-

selves in the attitude of these men, there would be

more outpourings of the Holy Spirit, and more

Pentecostal seasons might be enjoyed. h, b.b.
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! KNOW NOT THE HOUR OF HIS COMING.

1 know not the hour of his coming;

1 know not the day or the year;

Hut I know that he bids mc be ready

For the step that 1 sometime shall hear

I know not what licth before mc,

It may be all pleasure, all care;

But I know at the end of the journey

Stands the mansion he went to prepare

Anil whether in joy or in sorrow,

Through valley, o'er mountain or hill,

1 will walk in the light of his presence,

And his love all repining shall still.

1 know not what duties are waiting

For hands that arc willing and true;

And I ask but the strength to he faithful,

And do well what he gives me to do.

And if he should bid me stand idle-

Just waiting—in weakness and pain,

1 have only to trust and be faithful,

And sometime he'll make it all plain.

And when his voice calls, in Ihc morning,

At noontime, perhaps, or at night,

With no plea but the one, "Thou hast cal

I shall enter the portals of light.

WORK IN THE SUNDAY SCHOOL.

BY JOHN E. MOHLKR.

The church, as a body, has made much progress

in Sunday school work during the last few years,

but her progress has not been remarkable. The
Sunday school spirit has not kept pace with the

missionary spirit. The church is yet comparative-

ly blind as to the possibilities of the Sunday school

in the extension of Christianity, and the younger
members of the church do not dream of the oppor-

tunities for work open to them here. Talents lie

buried, waiting for employment in other depart-

ments of the church, which should be thrown with

might and main into Sunday school work. It is

not one whit more important to be an able mission-
ary than an able Sunday school superintendent. It

does not require greater talent to be a successful

missionary than a successful Sunday school super-
intendent.

The Sunday school is an open field for all who
will enter. No faithful brother or sister is prohibit-

talents there, and it ought to
dered a great opportunity for all who are

anxious to work for the Master. There is scarcely
a village or town where a successful Sunday school
may not be organized. If schools are already or-

ganized, nine times out of ten a better one can be
carried on besides. There are few school districts

that will not support a Sunday school, if rightly
managed. In cities of five thousand inhabitants,
and upwards, a grand success may be made, even
if the cities seem full of Sunday schools.

A good, live Sunday school is indispensable to
city mission work. Therefore those who are look-
ing forward to city mission work will do well to
make Sunday school work an especial study, and
thorough success. When I read Bro. S. N. M
Cann's article on "The Whitening Harvest," I

thought, " How many brethren are overlooking the
Sunday school? " Why, indeed, should they over-

ed from devoting

be considered ae

00k it? The mair reason is because the

church cc nf,'regatio ns overloot its in portance. A
Sunday s :hool sup rintendent s not onsid red an

mportant officer. A church rr ay not have mater.

to bu

they

al for a minister, but a Sunday school superinten-

dent can easily be found. The Sunday school is

supposed to be able to worry along with any faith-

ful member as superintendent, but, of course, a min-

ister must be an " able " man. Now this is a great

mistake. It will take the very best talent in the

church to do the Sunday school justiee. This may

seem strange but it is true. I remember, now, a

place where the Brethren were stru^

up a church. The members were few, a

had strong opposition. Troubles within the church

had shaken their confidence in themselves. To
have any sort of a school of their own seemed an

impossibility, and they shrank from the task. In

this case the church did realize the need of the

day school, and, accordingly, sought her best

talent for superintendent of the school. Now for

t. It was remarkable! The school was a

beyond expectation, and through it the

lurch was greatly encouraged. Today that

hool is the strength of that church, and the con-

gregation is wise enough to keep her best talent at

the head of the school.

We need better Sunday schools everywhere, and

ly our best talent will bring what is needed,

tr Sunday school literature may not be perfect,

but I have no fault to find with it. We do not

d better literature as badly as we need better

kers. These workers we must secure mostly

m the laity of the church, and when our unem-

ployed brethren and sisters, who have real talent

work, will turn their attention to earnest

Sunday school work, they will be surprised at the

field that is whitening for the harvest.

n reality, a Sunday school worker is a mission-

, and a most effective one at that. Converts,

gained through the Sunday school, make the very

best of church workers, because they study the Bi-

ble and obey it intelligently.

We are pleased to point to the fact that one of

our brethren organized the first Sunday school in

America. But it is no honor to us that we appreci-

ate the Sunday school less than many other de-

nominations do. Let us, as a church, place the

Sunday school where it belongs, give it the atten-

tion it deserves, and we will soon see that our most

gifted workers cannot do more and better work

anywhere than in the Sunday school.

Warretisburg, Mo.

NOTES FROM JUNIATA COLLEUE.

JOHNSON.

For the first time in its history of twenty years,

this college was made to feel the shock of death in-

side its own walls and among its own students,

when David Roy Livengood, son of Bro. Jacob. D.

Livengood, of Elk Lick, Pa., after an illness of

about three days, quietly passed away. News of

the serious illness and next of the death was sent

to the home as soon as possible. The father, ac-

companied by David's uncle, Milton Beachy, came
to bear away the body of his son. Eld. W. J. Swi-

gart, Vice-President I. Harvey Brumbaugh, and
Carman C. Johnson, accompanied the friends to

their home, where the evidences of deep sorrow

were plainly visible in the faces of the towns peo-

ple. On Friday, Oct. 16, the funeral services were
held, Prof. Swigart preaching the sermon, followed

by others. David R. Livengood was about twenty
years of age. As a student he was industrious;

and among his fellows he was known for his kind-

ness of heart.

—Among the many improvements which have
been made in and around the College premises, the

last and most important is the new library build-

ing. This is a brick structure, measuring sixteen

by twenty-six feet, joined to the main building, or

Students' Hall, by a transept, the whole being fire-

proof and capable of accommodating the growth
;
of our library for some years at least. By this ar-

rangement the reading-room is greatly enlarged

and is made more attractive in all its appointments.

—We feel that the Young People's Missionary

and Temperance Society, of Juniata College, is

gathering momentum, and that its sowing will ripen

into a happy harvest. Meetings are held monthly;

and on every Sabbath afternoon we gather in the

college parlor for the reading of missionary litera-

ture. As yet no one among us has manifested an

extraordinary zeal for missions; but we feel that fu-

ture missionaries are in our midst, hindered only

ice, by that same

,
put hit

from obeying the call of c

influence which fetters us

—No student who, whil

ly in touch with the best influences of the place,

and is now out in the active duties of life, will for-

get the inspiration which came to him in the Young
People's Prayer Meeting, held on each Sunday ev-

ening; neither will those truths fail him if he will

but apply them when the hours of temptation

come. We are glad to report a lively interest in

these meetings still.

—The annual Bible Term will commence Jan. 18,

18Q7, All who have attended these sessions here-

tofore will remember with what helpfulness those

hours of study were fraught, and will doubtless de-

sire to meet with us again. Can you not satisfy a

desire so noble in its purposes and so grand in its

results? Come to the Bible school, laying aside,

for a season, all outside cares, and joining in this

careful study of the Word of God.

Huntingdon, Pa,

THE WAY TO SUCCESS AND PROSPERITY.

If we take the Lord with us in whatever we do,

we shall always prosper.

In order to know what we should not do and

what places we should abstain from, we should ask

ourselves, what Jesus would do in that matter.

Our conscience, enlightened by God's Word, will

soon tell us what we should do.

It is very necessary for us to come often in secret

prayer to God. That is the secret of success. I be-

lieve, that, according to the teachings of the Bible,

we cannot please God without coming before him,

—

especially in secret prayer. The Lord said, "Ask
and ye shall receive," so there is no promise of us

receiving without asking,

When Jesus was here on earth he often went in

secret, and prayed to his Father, and how much
more necessary is it for us!

Take David, for instance, what success he had in

conquering his enemies. He had the Lord with

him. That was the reason of his success. We re-

member how David succeeded in killing the giant.

The Lord gave him the needed strength.

McPkerson, Kans.

SAYING GRACEFUL THINGS.

There is a nice art in being able to pay a com-
pliment gracefully, and it is one that ought to be
cultivated in the home as well as the outer circles

of society. There is no reason why the home cir-

cle should not be as polished and attractive in its

behavior as the public assembly. It is a great er-

ror for fathers and mothers to permit such a relax-

ation of politeness among their children as we too

often find under the family roof-tree. Company
behavior and company manners may necessarily be

more formal and precise than those of the fireside

and sitting-room, when there are no strangers pres-

ent, but it is fatal to good breeding to deliberately

lay polish and compliment aside when our own
dear ones compose the company exclusively.

Teach the children to say graceful things—yet

truthful things, of course—to brothers and sisters

as well as to strangers; to be as careful of wound-
ing their feelings and their self-respect as they
would be of the feelings of a guest, and, at the
breakfast or dinner-table, to take just as much pains
to entertain and enlighten each other as though
the entertainment of a party of invited friends de-

pended upon the effort,— Christian Herald.



THE GOSPEL MESSEKGEH.

General Missionary * Tract Department

Lift the Gospel banner, wave it far and wide,

Through the crowded city, over ocean's tide;

Sound the proclamation, Peace to all mankind,

Jesus and salvation all the world may find.

Not how much we give, but how much we give

in proportion to what we have left, is th

of responsibility, to the Christian.

"What shall I do for Christ?" asked a young

disciple of Bishop Selwyn. The brief answer was,

" Go where he is not and take him with you."

The Christian who
" Here, Lord, send m
worker in world-wide

n say with his whole heart,

wheresoever thou wilt," is a

Do you wonder why you have no interest in mis-

sions? It is simply because you have invested no

principal. Put a part of your living into the cause

and see if your heart and mind and hands will not

follow after it, and that will be a blessed interest in

A Christian should be ashamed to die rich; for

with all the opportunities of doing good, of help-

ing to spread the Truth, it looks as though he had

not been a wise and faithful steward if he has al-

lowed wealth to accumulate on his hands until men
call him rich.

A new year is upon us! It comes with opportu-

nities, possibilities, and awful responsibilities. Of

all the good resolutions, let every one strive to

keep inviolate the ones that build up Christian

character and enlarge the kingdom of Christ. Let

the year 1897 be mighty for the Lord in world-wide

According to the American Board of Missi

Almanac for 1897 tne different denominations in

the United States are supporting thirty-three For-

eign Missionary Societies The oldest one is th<

American Board, organized in 1810. The last one

the United Synod of the Evangelical Lutherar

church in the South, was organized in 1892. These

thirty-three Boards employ 1,485 male and 1,913 fe

male missionaries in foreign fields; also 17,942 na-

tives are supported in the work; 35,835 were added

to the several churches, and the contributions from

the natives were 8541,464 against $4,935,518 g

for foreign missions in the United States.

In the southern part of Florida, isolated from th

Brethren, a brother and sister have been living for

a number of years. Several years ago God blessei

their home with a bright-eyed darling boy. Th
parents set out an orange orchard soon after am

planted one tree for him. In the course of a fe*

years God saw fit to call that boy from earth to

glory. Now, yearly, the parents gather the oran

ges from the tree and sell them and send the pre

ceeds to the mission-rooms, asking that it be use

where it will do the most good in spreading th

Gospel. They look upon the tree as belonging t

their boy yet, and as he is now in the direct care

the Father, the proceeds must go for the promotion

of God's cause here on earth. What a ble

thing it would be if brethren and sisters who I

of this world's goods a great plenty, would sc

range; that, when they go to their reward, it

continue to proclaim the name of the Savior

Whe ), over ten years ago, the present m issionary

>lan was adopted the Annual Meeting rec jmmend-
ed that each mem ber give one cent each week for

mission work. C ansiderin g the time and develop-
ment o the church in m ssions, that wa a good

endation, but the church has rec ived ten

years' s choolingi n that id a and the question now
presses itself. Ca 1 not an "i will not each member
rise above that ndation to the one I'aul

gives, ' As the Lord has prospered him? " More
faith in " seeking first tlu kingdom of God " will

do it.

•FOR 1 HAVE MUCH PEOPLE IN THIS CITY."

BY CARRIE A. WESTEKGREN.

Surely this is true! Families who have been

living right among our people in different parts of

the " United States," and who, for some reason

have left the country, have moved to the City of

Washington, D. C, and many others still continue

to move here. These families claim to have attend-

ed numbers of our services while in the country,

but, in coming to Washington, not aware of the

Brethren being located here, from the fact that

there is no churchhouse of ours at this place, they

have grown careless and indifferent, even about

their soul's salvation.

Learning their former interest for our church, and

comparing it with their present condition, this

thought impressed me deeply. Are we putting

forth our very best z-al and effort? Will we, as

God's stewards, be held responsible for the dying,

perishing, and the prodigals? If so, do not delay,

beloved brethren, but work and pray to-day as if

this were your last day. Pray for the increase of

God's kingdom!

A family recently came to Washington, from a

place where our Brethren are welt represented.

She was unaware of the Brethren's existence in

Washington. I providentially dropped in, seeking

children for our Sunday school. When the chil-

dren met me at the door, they asked me, with a fa-

1 to 1 The Mlh

er was feeling lonely. She knew no one, and did

not know where to send her children to Sunday

school. She was glad to know that we were here.

She proposed to send three children to our Sunday

school, knowing that with us they will be all right.

Time, and the precious space of the Gospel

Messenger would not permit to refer to any other

similar incidents, but I cannot forbear to make
known to the Brotherhood the favorable expres-

sions by many of the families visited, when inform-

ing them of our proposed movement in building a

churchhouse. They are glad, knowing that the

Brethren advocate the true Gospel of Jesus Christ

This rejoicing should help us along in our great

undertaking!

While these people are now meditating over

their spiritual condition, this promised churchhouse

of ours ought to be all ready for them to step into.

If they will not come, and the " light-house " is

there, these people can not, on the day of judg-

ment, censure us for hiding the light while in their

days of opportunity. They would have just cause

for censure, if we do not provide a house where

they may hear the Word. Let us, who have passed

from " death " unto life, show the works of the new

creature in Christ Jesus.

Washington. D. C.

[MOTES FROM THE CHICAOO MISSION.

—Christmas is almost here. The streets of Chi-

cago are thronged with shoppers and sight-seers,—

the latter guarded by policemen as they crowd

around the shop windows to see the latest Christ-

mas novelties. Just within the window glass are

spread to view goods, artistically arranged, valued

at hundreds of dollars, while without is the beggar,

clothed in rags, and the more worthy poor with

scarce food enough to support the body. Clerks

are pressed into service till the midnight hour, the

nerves having scarce time to relax during the hours

left for rest and sleep. What a rush! What a hur-

rying to and fro! All for the " exchange of com-
modities " at the Christmas season. While it gives

one much pleasure to give as well as receive little

tokens of friendship at this season of the year,

keeping in mind God's greater gift to us, yet, when
we see, in the centers of trade and commerce,
the magnitude to which it is carried, we are made
to recall the words of Solomon, when he exclaimed,
" Vanity of vanities," " all is vanity." " Whatsoev-
er mine eyes desired, I kept not from them. I

withheld not my heart from any joy." " And be-

hold all was vanity and vexation of spirit."

—When the wise men came to visit Jesus, they
brought precious gifts,—valuable gifts,—to him,

teaching us the lesson that we should give our best

to Jesus,—our best time, our best thoughts, our

best gifts. In helping the poor, "the least of

these," we should make a sacrifice if we would have
the blessing. 1 once heard a minister say that he

doubted the propriety of giving to others that which
is not wanted by ourselves. He gave as an in-

stance a little girl who, presenting him with a sweet

apple, said, " I do not like sweet apples; you may
have this." While the little giver would scarcely

be worthy of a blessing for the giving of an apple

she did not like herself, yet the same apple might be

relished by some one fond of that kind of fruit. If

we, in giving to the poor, want the blessing our-

selves, we should give that which costs something,

and the recipient will be blessed as well; however,

we should not withhold that which would prove a

blessing to others, even though it be of no use to

us. In our donations we receive both kinds of

gifts. Some articles of clothing are entirely new,

besides there are frequently pieces of new cloth.

Then, again, there is much second hand clothing,

yet beautifully mended and clean, ready for wear.

Even the act of cleansing and repairing articles of

clothing bespeaks the virtues of a good woman.

"She layeth her hands to the spindle, and her

hands hold the distaff." " She stretcheth out her

hands to the poor; yea, she reacheth out her hands

to the needy."

660 S. Ashland Ave., Chicago, III.

THE DOCTRINAL NUMBER.

The General Mission Board sent a number of

copies of the doctrinal issue of the Messenger to

be distributed where it was thought the paper

would do good. Very favorable reports are being

received. Here is one of them. It will inspire ev-

ery person who took part in prcpa

that paper:

I will tell you what I did with the doctr

you sent me. I gave some to my ncighhors, and sent some lo

others. Then I look some to Oakland, on Saturday, and gave

them to certain others on the street, and some I took to houses

in town. Then I took some in another little town, four miles

north, and distributed than at such houses as I ihougbt prop-

er. 1 had distributed tracts in ihcse towns before, some that

you had sent me a year and two years ago. Nearly all re-

ceived them gladly and lhanked me for them.

One lady said, "
I will read this and then send it to father in

Nebraska; he will he so glad to get il."

Another satd, "
I believe that is the only true religion."

This one is a member of a popular church.

Another one said, after reading ihedocirine of the Brethren,

"If there was a church of your people near, I am afraid 1

would have lu go with them." This is also a member of a

church and well versed in the Scriptures.

Another old lady, when I handed her the MESSENGER, said,

"
1 am taking the Christian Advocate, and I have hardly time

to read it. What kind of a paper is the GOSPBK, MESSEN-

GER?" I lold her it was printed by ihe Brethren, commonly

called Dunkers, She pressed il to her bosom, saying, "O, if it

is from them, 1 shall like it." 1 said, "Then you know some-

thing about them? " She answered, " I do, and if there was a

congregation here, my name would be with them."

O Brethren, if you could have seen how glad this old lady

was to get something to read from ihe Brethren, it would have

done you good. It has repaid me for the trouble I have taken

lu distribute Ira* ts and Mhsskngeks for the last two years.

Let us sow bountifully, that wo may reap bountifully! The

good seed sown will surely produce a harvest, some day, if the

reapers do not fail to gather it at the proper time.

Let us all lake courage in sending out and distributing the

true doctrine of Christ! Wm. A. t'OPK.

Oakland, Iowa,

natter for
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Bulsar, India, are well and happy.

* BUCKLE'

tid to ha

iw preaching at Frank-

good interest in his

neetings,
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last week.

cd his meetings at Cov-

hree were baptized and

In South Carolina t
1

God or man may the

not put asunder.

no divorce la

together thn

er MarvE. TlSD

added to the ch

their last council.

e reports that eight have

ch at Fort Scott, Kans,

Bro. Henry Frantz closed

Laplace, 111., last week, with ele\

colony of our people are

Ark. There are, at this

i the locality.

neetings at

by

locating near

time, twenty

respondent repc

no tobacco-user

be commended.

Sister Anna Fiant, Savonburg, Kans., writes

that there are but three members at that place, and

that they miss the meetings very much.

The Brethren at Batavia, 111., are to commence a

series of meetings Jan. 3. Bro. Aaron Sollenberger,

of Pickrell, Nebr., is to do the preaching.

Bro A. L. Grater, formerly of Malvern, 111.,

ow located at Royersford, Pa., doing church wc

1 the locality where he spent his boyhood days.

Bro. J. L. Switzer writes us that eleven have so

far united with the church at Altamont, Kans., by

confession and baptism, and two restored to fellow-

ship.

ro. D. B. s just closed a sent

the Spring Creek church, Iowe

another meeting in the Greene -

of meet-

ngs i

plied for membership ;

baptized.

ch thi:

of meetings at Mexi

n interest.

Bro, I, J. Rosenberger is booked for a series of

meetings in the Pittsburg house, Ludlow church,

Ohio. The meetings are probably in progress by

this time. „__^^___
We may rate a minister's ability by the number

of converts he brings into the church, but in the

end the Lord will grade him by the number he

leads into heaven.

Bro. J. A. Dove is said to have done a good

work for the Brethren at Hagerstown, Md. He re-

cently closed a series of meetings there with

twenty-four accessions.

J. U. G

Washingtor

District Mi:

of the Pacific Coast,

ddressed at Oysterville, Pacific Co.,

te is there at the request of the

Board.

Bro. William Ritchey closed a series of meet-

ings in the Yellow Creek church, Bedford Co., Pa.,

Nov. 29, with eight baptized and one reclaimed.

So writes Bro. Henry Burket.

Bro. Fercken sen

all of our readers, h
work entrusted to hi;

his Christmas greeting to

seems to be happy in the

State

that ;

Dierdorff, of Franklin Grove, thi;

/ale, Iowa, holding some meeting;

ch appreciated.

.0. Peter Stuckman closed his meetings i

n Center church, Ind., with sixty-one ;

; by confession and baptism.

Five accessions to the White Oak church, Ohio
are reported as the outcome of a number of meet-
ings, held by Bro, Joseph Longanecker.

All communications intended for Bro. J. S
Geiser should now be addressed to him at 1607 Ed-
monds Avenue, Baltimore, Md. Those who ordei
Bro. McCann's book from Baltimore, or send fund;
for the contemplated house of worship at

place, should keep this address in mind.

Bro. Silas Hoover'

Meadow house, Washing

encouraging to the cause

suited in seventeen acce;

at the Long
i., proved very

ality. They re-

The Missionary Visitor has suspended publication,

d the Mission Board will now make use of the

!ssionary page of the Messenger for what it has

to say, commencing with the present issue.

just in receipt of the Minutes of t

trict of Tennessee, North Carolina and

One paper goes to the Annual Meeting.

fey is to represent the District

Standing Committee,

Next week Bro. Mille

njoyed the closing wei

will tell us how well he

ks of the year with the

n Nebraska. He is spending a few days

at Plattsburg, Mo., this week, and is expected home

before this issue is mailed.

writes that

and that it

that come

Bro. D. L. Forney, Palestine, Ark
,

more preachers are needed in that State

is impossible for him to fill all the calls

to him. He writes encouragingly

work in that part of the Scuth.

Bro. C. D. Hylton is engaged in a series ol

meetings in the Pine Grove house, near Hawthorn

Fla. Five have been baptized, and others may fol

low. So writes Bro. J. C. Lahman, who reports th«

meetings interesting and the prospects encouraging

On Christmas Day we received a letter from Bro.

Amos H. Haines, in which he states that he had

just finished his work in Yale University for 1896,

and in company with his wife, expected to spend

the Holidays with the Brethren at his old home in

New Jersey.

From what Prof. Irl R. Hicks, the well-known

weather prophet, of St. Louis, had predicted, we

naturally expected December weather of unusual

severity. But we have been happily disappointed,

Milder weather for December we do not remember

to have seen in this latitude. The entire month

•ite thi; the

:. !.' lit'.:

rly spring

ng to the

has been delightful.

29th, at which time it

than midwinter.. Sue

Special Bible Terms are to be held at all of oui

schools, some of them commencing next week, and

we would urge our people to attend them as much

as possible. Especially should our ministers pat

Bro. Edward Gegax has lately settled in Arch-

bold, Ohio, and would like to know to what con-

gregation he properly belongs. Some of the breth-

ren will please give him the desired information.

Some matter, relating to New Year reflections, in-

cluding some poetry, reached us too late for this

issue, and will, therefore, not appear. Communica-
tions of this kind should have been on hand weeks

ago.

The White Fanner, published at Altamont, Kans.,

speaks very highly of Bro. J. Glick's work in the

Altamont church, stating that six [ n ] recently unit-

ed with the church, as the result of his late series of

meetings.

Those who write business on one side of a sheet,

and church news on the other, need not be disap-

pointed if the news they send does not appear in

the paper. Matters of this kind should be written

on separate sheets.

r correspondents mentions

which not an unkind word
the kind

council-

hat

One of

meeting

council-meeting to have.

Even angels can rejoice over such a business meet-

ing. We deplore the meetings where unkind word;

abound, and the members must go to their homes
feeling depressed. Let us have more of these

councils where love prevails and the grace of God
fills every heart.

The instructio

lines of study will certainly prove very helpful, and

this is an age when preachers cannot well afford to

miss such opportunities for study. A number of

the churches should send some of their ministers to

these Bible Terms. It will not only add to their

present stock of knowledge, but will give them an

inspiration for study and work that is sure to mani-

fest itself in many ways. It occurs to us that the

preachers in Northern Illinois are not getting the

good out of our Bible Terms that they should.

This can probably be said of other parts of the

Brotherhood also. We again urge our brethren to

attend the Bible Terms.

It is astonishing how much nonsense is going the

rounds of the papers concerning the Brethren.

This, which we clip from the Chicago Times- Herald,

of Dec. 4, is ahead of anything we have yet seen:

Ligonier, Ind., Dec. 23—The religious society, known as

Dunkards, is endeavoring to purchase the entire region com-

prised within Brown County, in this State, to which its mem-
bers will emigrate to establish a government of their own ac-

cording to their peculiar notions. C. E. Everett, of Atbion, is

the projector of the scheme. He has already purchased

41,000 acres of land in that County, to which 100 families will

remove in a few days. The projectors say that neither jail

nor courthouse will be needed, and thai

officers will be held only to comply wit

erty will be held in common.

There is no disposition on the

to establish a colony and goveri

stated, and if there is any such

the Brethren want to give it a

It is all right for members to er

tie in colonies, if they feel so

should avoid giving men, and la

ticular, occasion for circulating reports like this.

A colony on this plan is neither feasible nor advisa-

ble, and if any project of the kind is on foot, we are

confident that it cannot and will not end well. The
old-fashioned way of our Brethren purchasing land

where they please, living among the people, and let-

ting their light so shine as to convert them, is by far
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the better way to advance the cause of Christ.
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Bro. G. W. Sellers writes us that the !

meetings in the Poplar Ridge church, Defia

Ohio, still continues, with ele

ANOTHER YEAR'S WORK.

With pleasure we again greet our readers at this,

the beginning of another year. We might suggest

the propriety of turning a new leaf for the year

1897, and striving to improve upon the past. But it

occurs to us that each day favors us with a new

leaf, and it now remains for us to determine what

shall be entered upon that leaf to our credit or our

discredit.

As we contemplate the coming months, weeks

and days, we are impressed with the thought that

the year is one of great importance to each of us.

It should be employed with the very best efforts of

our lives, and, in this way, may it prove a blessing

to each of us and the various interests entrusted to

our care. It, therefore, becomes us to enter upon

our several duties fully resolved to make the best

possible use of every opportunity afforded for the

advancement of the cause of Christ, both in our-

selves and in others.

We suggest that our first duty is to seek and ear-

nestly strive for a higher degree of Christian at-

tainment in ourselves. The growing want in the

Brethren church to-day is, more personal piety and

spirituality in her members. We have not attained

that degree of holiness that should characterize the

truly devout. By an earnest effort to reach a state

of greater piety, we not only render our own salva-

tion more sure, but we proportionally increase our

ability to lead others to Christ and develop them

for his kingdom.

We hope to see the year replete with well-direct-

ed efforts in the interest of Christianity in all parts

of the Brotherhood. Our movements in every de-

partment of church work ought to be far more

aggressive than in any former year of our history.

There are a number of things that should be not

only encouraged, but pushed with energy. The

time is here when every member should see that

his face is set in the right direction, and then

. . . "stretch ev'ry nerve

And press with vigor on."

We need more aggressive work along the mission

line. Our State Mission Boards should be made up

of the most energetic brethren we have in the Fra-

ternity. They not only want to push men out into

the various fields, but they want to urge, and insist

upon the churches coming to their assistance.

They will even find it necessary, in not a few

places, to urge the elders and preachers of their

District to greater activity. We also suggest that

these Boards at once lay plans for placing their

new mission points in charge of competent evangel-

ists, who can devote all their time and energies to

the work. This should be done at as early a date

as possible. Every State District ought to have
one evangelist, or more, who gives his whole time
to the mission work. And it would not be amiss

for the General Mission Board to consider ways
and means for doing more mission work, and open
up still greater mission fields. In fact, every

preacher and worker among us would do well to

make an effort to double his diligence for the Lord
during the present year.

We suggest that our local churches everywhere
take new life on them, and move out in force to

help convert that part of the world at their door.

We have hundreds of churches that ought to be do-

ing twice as much work as they are now accom-
plishing. They want to multiply their preaching
places, and then help their preachers to get to
these places. Then our local ministers should so
divide up their labors that each man will know what
his work is. When this is done ministers can do
more and better preaching. We never did believe

in a half dozen preachers at one place of worship,
Sunday after Sunday. Let them scatter out! Let
the elders urge that they do their best, and see that

they have a proper understanding about the labors

devolving upon each, so that the more may be ac-

complished.

This is a year in which our Sunday school work-
ers should accomplish wonders for Christ. There
is no more important open door before the church
to-day than this far-reaching line of work. Every
available force at our command should be called

into active service in this line of Christian useful-

ness. It is a work in which the old and young can

alike engage, both at home and abroad, and we
hope the churches on every hand will not only

have well-equipped Sunday schools at home, but

send out workers into all the adjoining sections

where good may be accomplished.

The church is also greatly in need of more
preachers and active elders. Scores of our faithful

elders are growing old. While they have been

grand men in their time, they are failing, and not a

few of them seem not to be aware of it. They are

no more active enough to lead the churches in the

aggressive departments in which the people of God
should be engaged. All honor to them for what

they have done! They will go to their graves cov-

ered with honor, but we need scores of more active

men to take their places, and bear the heat and

burden of the day. By all means ought every aged

elder, now in charge of a church, to make an effort

to have a younger and stronger brother ordained, to

assist him in pushing the Master's work, for most

assuredly does the Master want his work pushed

for all there is in it. Besides, we have scores of

who elde This

fortunate. The Lord never intended that any of his

flocks should be, for any great length of time, with-

out a resident shepherd, to go in and out among
the sheep, Let every possible effort be made to

find and develop men for the eldership, that each

church may have her own resident elder. This is a

matter of vastly more importance than most people

think. Were Paul here he would probably send his

Titus around to do a much-neglected work in this

respect.

During the year 1897 we ought to elect more

young brethren to the ministry. We probably

have scores of talented young men who should now

be training for the important responsibilities that

must soon pass to them. Many of our churches

are too timid about calling young brethren to the

ministry, fearing that they cannot be trusted.

They do not stop to think that they will have to be

trusted with the affairs of the church very shortly,

for the older ministers will all soon be gone.

Then it should be borne in mind that all of our

present ministers, of special ability, were set apart

to the work while young, and that not a few, and

probably the most of them, were installed in the

midst of doubts and fears upon the part of those

who could not just see the hand of God in the

work. Far be it from us to encourage the entrust-

ing of the Word to unfaithful men, but we believe

that we have scores of trusty young brethren in all

parts of the Brotherhood, who will grow into great

usefulness, if the churches will only place them

where the Lord and the cause can develop them.

We suggest that every church look out some of her

earnest young brethren, call them to the ministry

in the usual way, and prepare them to take charge

of the affairs of the kingdom when the older ones

have passed to their reward.

Looking at the New Year, in view of the above

considerations, and a number of others, that we

need not occupy space to name at this time, it oc-

curs to us that the present year has in store many

very important duties awaiting our attention. May

we not expect important results as the weeks go

by? J- H. M -

THE CHURCH AND MISSION WORK.

THE ATTITUDE OP THE CHURCH TOWARDS MISSION

WORK.—WHAT IS IT?

What it is.—On the part of the more aggressive

members of the church, there is no subject that is

being so deeply considered as that of mission
work. The position we take in the Christian

world, as a people, what wc believe and what we
preach, forces us to be intensely interested in the
salvation of the world. If we do not show this,

actively and aggressively, we place our own seal

on our profession that we do not fully believe what
wc preach. This may seem to be putting it a little

strong, but, really, it should be made, if possible,

tenfold stronger. What makes our condition still

worse, is, those who intensify our responsibility, as

a church, are the ones who are least awakened and
are doing little or nothing for the cause.

What do we mean by this? We mean this: A
large per cent of those who are unconcerned and
doing comparatively nothing for the mission cause
are the most radical in their views, and believe

that if the world is to be saved, it must be done
through the Brethren church. To believe this

ought to bring to us the magnitude of our respon-

sibilities to the world, and ought to so stir up our
souls to a realization of our duty, that we should

have no rest, day or night, until our own land,

heathen lands,— all lands,—are supplied with mis-'

sionaries who would preach the primitive and sav-

ing Gospel to all people. Why, brother, what do

we think? What do we believe? How can the

world be saved unless the true Gospel is preached?

How can the people hear without a preacher?

And how can a man preach unless he is sent?

These are wonderful interrogatories and must
bring conviction to every thinking mind. Taking

the most liberal view possible, there are grave re-

sponsibilities resting upon the Brethren church in

the mission work. We have a work to do for the

salvation of souls that can be done by no other

church. It is our work and what is left undone

by us will not be done, and we will have to account

for it.

Our attitude towards the mission work is not

what it should be. We are not nearly up to our

possibilities. The Lord has given us possibilities

to have the Gospel preached to all the world, if we

would make half the sacrifice that the importance

of the work demands.

What Should our Attitude be?— It should be

that of calling into requisition all the possibili-

ties that we have. Every force and power we

have should be utilized in a work in which the

salvation of souls is involved. That we are not

doing this must be very evident to all of us.

And why? Because we have not seriously consid-

ered the importance of the work. We do not look

at it in the right way. We do not see it in the

right light, and do not feel the weight of our re-

sponsibilities. Is there anything more important

than the salvation of souls? If there is, then

should we give all of our push and energy to that

work. If the ultimate of life, being and labor is

the salvation of the soul, we ought to know what

to do. We show commendable zeal in our farm-

ing, merchandising and the different callings in

life because we feel that they are important, that

we may enjoy the few years that we live here. If

we are willing to do so much labor and sacrifice

for a limited enjoyment during a few years of earth-

life, how much are we willing to do for an eternity

of life where there is fullness of joy? God grants

us the privilege of making our own estimate.

But we must not forget that he has plainly said

that our reward will be equal and coetaneous with

our works. If we are willing to make large sacri-

fices to obtain that which, at best, is only transi-

tory, we ought to do scores of times more to ob-
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- fello that whichtain for ourselves

abide eternally.

Now sit down a moment and ask yourself how

much you have done, all these years, for the

Master's cause and the salvation of souls. How

much,—do you say,—how much? " Lovest thou

me more than these?" Christian friends, we must

awake to our duty towards having the Gospel

preached to every creature, or surely the Lord will

not own us as his. We do not deserve to be unless

we do his work. Don't think that, by paying a lit-

tle money towards building your churchhouse, cov-

ering your running church expenses and being

loyal to the order of the church you are meriting

heaven. Only this much is selfish. We are to mer-

it salvation through grace, by laboring to save oth-

ers. We ere our brother's keeper, and we are to

keep him well enough to see that his soul is saved.

Christ died for him and we arc to tell him so.

"Go ye into £# the world." We must not talk so

much about keeping the commands, until we try to

keep them ourselves. We, perhaps, are diligent in

keeping some commands of our own making, and,

at the same time, are overlooking some of the

many positive ones made by Christ. We do this

because they are cheaper.^don't cost so much.

Cheapness will not count so much in the day of

judgment. The Lord wants, for his service, the

first fruits of our fields and the best of our flocks,

and he will get them, too, it we love him first and

best.

The Excuses.—These are always plenty and in

abundance. Some may be plausible; others are

manufactured because we want them,—poverty,

hard times, large families to provide for, much

sickness, bad luck, etc. No wonder some of these

things,—or all of them,—should happen to some of

us. If the Lord would not trust us better than we

trust him, we would all have bad luck and be as

poor as poverty could make us. He says, "The

liberal soul shall be made fat," but we don't be-

lieve it,—we will not be liberal and, therefore, re-

main lean and poor.

The Lord says, " Prove me now herewith, . . .

if I will not open you the windows of heaven

and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not

be room enough to receive it." But you say,

"No, Lord, we will not risk you; we would

rather trust in our own selves and keep what we
have." Then the Lord lets us have our own way;

the windows of heaven are not open and the

blessings do not come. Certainly not!

The wise man has wisely said, "There is a with-

holding that impoverished, and a giving that in-

creaseth." Some of us are doing the first. We
are keeping back that which belongs to the Lord,

and the more we thus keep, the poorer we get.

Had we not better try the other way? Give the

Lord a chance to help us to give, and our excuses
will vanish as the dew. Too many of us have
sweeney of the soul, or, in Bible language, leanness

of soul, — a disease contracted by robbing the

Lord of his tithes. Cannot we believe God when
we are assured that his store-house is inexhausti-

ble, and that he will give freely and willingly to

those who trust him? If we don't have enough
faith to accept these promises why accept any? If

he fulfills in one, why not in all? "Give that ye
may receive."

Others say that our mission work has not been
as fruitful as it should be; that those in charge are
thriving around the work; that there are hindran-
ces that defeat the ends desired, and that, because
of this, much of the means already given has been
wasted. Through lack of experience, and the use
of wrong means to ends, mistakes may have been
made—indeed, were made —and failures have re-
ulted. But

should,-and those in charge of the missionary

work, as far as their authority goes, will, no doubt,

make such changes as wisdom and the Holy Spirit

will dictate, so that the work will not be hindered

by trying to enforce rules and regulations that

have ceased to meet the ends intended. The

church, the Mission Board, or no one else, has a

right to spend hard-earned money in repeating

failures. Mission work, done in the Lord's way,

never was a failure, and if we repeat that which

leads to failures, it will plainly show that such

ways are not of the Lord, and the membership will

be righteously excused from giving for such ends.

But as it always has been the policy of the

church to right her mistakes, we feel assured that

there will be no further cause for such excuses

being made. We must not expect the fruit too

soon. With patience, and in hope, the sower sows

his seed and waits for the early and latter rains,

that the harvest may come. Much of our mission-

ary work is in the sowing stage. After awhile the

time for reaping and gathering will come. Give

and pray that the harvest may be a bountiful one!

'HOME * AND * FAMILY

<

THERE WAS NO ROOA1 FOR THEM IN THE INN.'

Thou, the Eternal Son

Tho' of thy glory shorn;

Thou, very God of very God
Tho' man of Mary born;—

Is there no room for thee

Even in Bethlehem's inn?

Dost ihon who comest lo thine

From them no welcome win?

Dost thou the bitter cross

So eagerly embrace

For us, and we for thee prepan
No poorest dwelling place?

No room for thee? No room
For love and sacrifice

Such as no mortal could concei

And none but thou devise?

,heai

Tho' I am poor indeed,

I know I can provide a spot

To meet thy lowly need.

Such love as thine must crave,

Above all other things

The love of those on whom 'tis spent.

And all that loving brings,

For love is shelter, food,

A bed of down, a throne;

Its very breath obedience

To him whom it doth own.

Come, sweetest Jesus, then,

In this poor heart abide;

And I shall love thee more and more
Till love is satisfied.

_
—Indtpem

SISTERS* PRAYER-COVERINU ABUSED.

It matters not how good the purpose of any-

thing is, it can easily be abused.

Among the many things abused we mention
our sisters' covering during prayer. The covering,

worn for its intended purpose, portrays sacredness,

hence makes vivid impressions for good. Simply
wearing it for obedience is one thing, but to do so

because of a realization of its true import, is quite
another thing. How many can give a better rea-

son than simply because it is a "church rule," or
" an old-time custom? " Some view it merely from
a standpoint of plainness. Such reasons are not
sufficient, and prove really injurious.

How often is the sacredness destroyed cruelly,

by worldly, or even worse than worldly, conversa-
tion and conduct? Paul would say, " Having the
form of godliness and denying the power thereof."

Think of a half dozen or more sisters collected on
Sunday afternoon, after attending services in the
forenoon, talking about everything else save the

" one thing needful," and all this, with their prayer-

covering on! Do we ever cover our heads for

prayer and then not pray/

I was forcibly impressed with a brother's intima-

tion, some time ago, of sisters " covering up " their

prayer with " a prayer-covering," but, on the other

side, there are, to our regret, some who, by exam-
ple, say that their heads should be uncovered, in

order that their prayers may ascend.

In family worship, or at the table, when thanks

are returned, how many of us show timidity when
in the presence of fashionable society? It being a

cross is, indeed, a favorable characteristic. Timidi-

ty to stand up for our principles gives occasion for

scorn, rather than a strict adherence. How timid

we are about removing our bonnet (or whatever is

worn for weather protection ) when in church! The
Revised Version has it,

—
" a sign of authority."

Are not signs visible? What would our impres-

sion be, on entering a dry-goods store, with a sign

. the side?

Should there be such a thing as angels visiting

our families, as they did in the time of Abraham
and Lot, I imagine we would have a season of

prayer with them. Our sisters would not hesitate

to cover their heads " because of the angels."

They would not consume time discussing whether

it should be their hair, or even a bonnet or hood

either. I think they should prefer something made
for that express purpose. They would feel at a

loss, not to be prepared with a covering. Are the

angels not present with us now (in spirit)? If not,

whose fault is it? "Are they not all ministering

spirits sent forth to minister for them who shall be

heirs of salvation? " Heb. i : 14.

Another inconsistency manifests itself when fash-

ionably-attired sisters are seen with a cap on.

Good taste disapproves of such a contrasted com-
bination. Those who are fashionable ridicule such

Neatness is very essential in connection

plainness. Our sisters who have had

in this, can do a good work in assisting

who have had no practice. The sacred co\

should be adapted to its purpose.

On the other side, we have heard and see

many expressions of mere admiration. This

the sacredness of the covering during praye

this, as in all our Christian experiences, thei

many sides to watch. Let us be on our guard

Pittsburg, Ohio.

with

THOUQHTS FOR THE NEW YEAR.

BY LULA HARSHBARGER,

"Another year with all its hopes and fears,

Has sunk into the deep abyss of time;

And on the threshold of the new we stand,

Like travelers to ,1 strange and disiant clime."

Ofttimes, at the beginning of a new year, we
make many good resolutions, but, alas, so often we
break them! May each of us have divine grace

enough to live up to our highest ideal the coming
year! Much might be said in regard to the subject

and it must be compassed in so little, that we have
selected some choice thoughts from various au-

thors, and submit them for consideration.

"The past is gone and of no use to us except as

a guide by which to direct our journey in the fu-

ture." Yet,

—

" II is never too late to begin rebuilding,

Though all into ruins your life seems hurled;

For look how the beautiful springtime is gilding

The worn, wan face of the bruised old world."

" Friend, if thou dost bethink thee m
To lip some earnest pledge or vow,

Search well thy heart, nor idly let

The burden on thy soul be set.

Load not thy faith until it strain

And break and all be worse than v,

Measure thy power, and for the res

Beseech thy God to bless the test."

Count the following a

" Live each day well,
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Bear in mind, "it is the way in which we employ
the odd minutes, that counts for or against us in

the end."

Your greatest battle for the coming year will be
the warfare of lips, your shield should be the

breastplate of religion. Sometimes trials shall

overtake you which may almost seem to conquer,

but "be patient,—it's the only remedy against the

ills of life," and "The brave soul wins in the end;

never get discouraged. It does no good."

"The more deeply we scan our own hearts, the

more we see there to conquer, in order that we may
become fit companions for the angels," therefore

we find it beneficial to turn our eyes within, some-
times, and get acquainted with our innermost self.

No doubt each of us will find room for improve-

" Some men live as if there were no to-morrows
and eternity was a myth." Does this apply to any
of our readers? We trust not.

Don't waste time sorrowing over what "might
have been." There is still time for you to "re-

pent and believe," if you will improve your oppor-

" Regret is vain unless it teaches to avoid cause

for it." Our thoughts, speech and lives need our
careful attention, so let us

"Think truly, and our thoughts

Shall the world's famine feed;

Speak truly, and each word of ours

Shall be a truthful seed;

Live truly, and our lives shall be
A great and noble creed."

May the new year be full of blessings for the

Messenger and all its readers, and for each of you
we trust that

" Whai

God |

Peac.

:'er to thy lot be sent,

rant the new year will bring thee

And may we ever remember that the grandest

and noblest rule for the New Year and all time is

that of life religion in which,

"The sweetest songs are lived noi sung,

—

The hand speaks better than the tongue,

Our deeds trace deeper than our pen

And write upon the hearts of men."

Ladoga, Ind.

CORRESPONDENCE i

s brief as possible.

Sunday School Report.

At her late District Meeting the Northeastern

District of Ohio decided that the following report

should appear in the Messenger:

No. I.—Report of the Sabbath schools in the Northeastern

District of Ohio, from Sept. 2!, 1895, to Sept, 20, 1806: Number
of schools in District, 33, of which one is a mission school, and
three are union schools. Number of schools reported, 27.

Number of scholars in attendance, 1,851. Number of teachers,

male, 94; female, 91; total, 185. Total average attendance,

1,389- Amount collected for general expenses, $345.18.

Amount of expenses of the schools, $315.91. The amount do-

nated by seven schools for missionary purposes: For Chicago
Mission, $16.07; Baltimore Mission, $7 00; India Mission, $22. 28;

Home Mission, S4.91; General Mission, $3.95; total, $54.21.

Twenty-two schools use the Brethren's Quarterlies; three,

the Bible, and two, Cook's Quarterlies. Twelve schools use
the Young Disciple, and one the Children at Work, The
Brethren's Sunday School Song Book is used in ten schools.

There are nine schools that continue throughout the year,
but only three that convene every Sabbath.
No. 2.—One regular Teachers' Meeting. In nearly all of

the schools, ail officers and all teachers are members of the
church. Most of the officers are elected by the schools. In
four schools they are elected by the church. For four schools
the church furnishes the literature.
The largest school in the District has 15; scholars; the

smaller one, 8 scholars. In many of our schools no special
effort is made to teach the children to sing, nor to commit
Scripture verses, neither are they taught to contribute to the
mission cause. Much depends upon the superintendents.
We are glad that eight schools report that they have no dis-

couragements and no hindrances, but others are discouraged
because of small schools, tardiness, irregular teachers, indif-

ference of members, and Sunday visiting. Others are encc
aged by the good interest, increased attendance, co-operal
of members, help of the aged, and the conversion of schol;
The growth of most of our schools during the last three

years is not very marked. One hundred and seven addi
to the church were reported, of which sixty-four were Sabbath

No. 3.—The Canton school is flourishing. Willing workers,
regular attendance, regular teachers, interest of the aged
members; more enthusiasm and better preparation are re

ed to be the greatest needs of our schools. These are a
eluded in the great need of consecrated workers.

Six problems for the consideration of our workers:
1. Should not the officers of our schools be elected by the

2. Should not the church be willing to bear the expenses of
the Sunday school so that the children may give their offer-
ings for the mission cause?

3. Can we afford to do without teachers' meetings?
4. Can we not furnish work for our young members by ap-

pointing visiting, missionary and welcoming committees?
5. What effort can we make that Sabbath schools may be

organized in those churches of our District that do not have

-- arr.iupc t- eports of every school in

The* Mission Work In Middle Iowa.

We (the Mission Board of Middle Iowa) have
helped Bro. Geo. A. Shamberger, of Louisiana, to

locate in Des Moines, Iowa, where he expects to la-

bor for some time, if God permits,

The Des Moines Valley church, with the help of

the adjoining churches and the General Mission
Board, have purchased a lot with a very plain, sub-

stantial churchhouse and also a dwelling, in the City

of Des Moines. The property was purchased a lit-

tle over two years ago, and is all paid for but about

SiOO. The work has been steadily growing since

that time. The last year and one-half Bro. E. B.

Hoff and wife had charge of the work, but, on ac

count of Bro. Hoff's health, they are in St. Louis

this winter.

Bro. George A. Shamberger and family seer

be well pleased with the change of climate, and
much concerned about the Master's business. Any
brethren or sisters, passing through here, will bi

heartily welcomed at 1606 Lyon Street, East Des

We also succeeded in helping Bro. Chas. M. Year-

out, of Kansas, to locate at Cedar Rapids, Iowa.

This is a point which has been under our care for

some time, while Des Moines came under our care

only last September. Bro. M. M. Sherrick was for-

merly at Cedar Rapids. Bro. Chas. M. Yearout, so

far as we know, seems satisfied, and busily engaged

in the work of the Lord. We trust that the work

will continue to grow there, as there are quite a

number of members in that city. They have a neat

little house of worship, but one thing they lack,

which we hope to have some day,—a dwelling for a

minister, as rent is very high in cities. Perhaps

some wealthy brother, who has means to give to the

Lord's cause, could build a house for that purpose

and donate it, or, at least, furnish it free of rent.

Any brethren or sisters, passing through, will be

welcomed by Bro. Yearout and the brethren and

sisters of Cedar Rapids.

We ask to be remembered in the prayers of all,

that the effort we are making in mission work may

be successful. We are very thankful to the Gener-

al Mission Board for the help they have given us,

in the way of financial aid and also of advice.

We would be pleased to see reports from other

District Mission Boards. It will help us to gather

new ideas and plans. We pray the Lord to bless

the work, as far as we have gone, according to his

holy will! W. E. West.

Dec. 17.

From Cedar Rapids, Iowa.

TheWe arrived here Thanksgiving rr

Iizzard that swept down upon us soon after our

rrival, gave us a cool reception; but we found

ome warm-hearted brethren and sisters, who gave

s a hearty welcome to our new home and work.

Sister Lydia Taylor certainly knows how to

lake strangers feel at home in a strange city,

where we knew no one. The Brethren have a pros-
perous Sunday school and a live prayer meeting
every Wednesday evening in their comfortable
churchhouse at the corner of Fourth Avenue and
Twelfth Street.

I feel encouraged in entering upon the work at
this place. I believe the members, in general, are
alive and interested in the prosperity and advance-
ment of the Master's cause. Our congregations
are not large, but very attentive, and seem to be
on the increase.

Brethren passing through the city, are invited to
call on us at I2ig Second Avenue East. Ministers,
especially, are requested to drop us a card a few
days ahead, and we will try to arrange for meetings.
Thos. H. Higgs, the efficient foreman of the Mis-
sion Board of Middle Iowa, was with us over Sun-
day and Monday, and visited among the members.
*

' : seems to be pleased with the outlook and gave
kind words of encouragement, as well as some

good advice. We ask an interest in the prayers of
the Brotherhood, in behalf of the work at Cedar
Rapids. Chas. M. Yearout.
121Q Second Ave., Hast, Dec. 16.

An Explanation.

In Gospel Messenger No. 32, page 500, appears
an article from my pen upon the subject, " The Lost
Power," which seems to have failed to give satisfac-

tion to all its readers. The objection is raised, that
it is calculated to destroy faith. I fail to see that

quality in it. My object in writing that article was
to inspire a greater degree of faith in those who did
what they did in the name of the Lord, I there-

fore referred to the twelve apostles, Matt. 10: 1-10,

and Luke 9: 1-5. Then I also alluded to the sev-

enty, Luke to: 1-19, showing that on these special

occasions, special gifts and powers were delegated
to them, which were not vested in them on all occa-

Now, to try to make it appear that, what was true

of them on those special occasions, must now be
true of every believer in Christ, I regarded then,

and equally so now, as a mistake. Believing it to

be a mistake, I kindly ask my critics to reread, and
make the application of each Scripture cited, just

where it belongs, and I think you will have no more
difficulty with my article.

I called your attention to the fact that Jesus made
a change with the seventy. See Luke 22: 35, 36,

They were to equip themselves in a different man-
ner,—even to buying a sword. They said they had

two swords already, and were told, "It is enough,"

enough for his purpose. That settled the sword-

buying business. It would be well never to make
Scripture apply where it was not intended.

A. Hutchison.

From Kansas and Missouri.

On Thursday, Nov. 26 (Thanksgiving Day) I

left my home for Westphalia, Kans., to assist the

ibers in a protracted meeting. We arrived at

the place of meeting on Saturday, Nov. 28, and

ontinued the meetings two weeks, with increas-

ng interest and attendance. This is the former

tome of Bro. Chas. M. Yearout who has removed

/ith his family to Cedar Rapids, Iowa, to take

harge of the mission at that place. Bro. Harry

imith is now their only minister. He has been but

ecently called to the work, but gives promise of

great usefulness to the church. This is called the

Scott Valley church. Bro. John Sherfey is their

lder.

From there I went to Mount Ida, Anderson

County, to the Cedar Creek church. Bro. Jesse

Studebaker is in charge at this place. We tried to

break to them the Bread of Life on Monday night.

Next day we went to Fort Scott, where we staid all

night and preached for them, There is a good

house of worship at that place, and the members

feel at home. Bro. Alden Crumpacker is their resi-

dent minister. Though young in years, he handles

the Sword skillfully. Bro. John Neher is their eld-

We trust that their future will be prosperous! d
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We are now in Nevada, at the home of Bro. J.

Richardson, enjoying their hospitality, until we

find conveyance to our home in Cedar County,

Mo., about thirty-five miles, over rough, hilly roads.

W. H. Miller.

Jerico, Mo.

From the Wnde Branch Church, Miami Co., Kans.

The members of this church met in quarterly

council Dec. 12. Most of the business before the

meeting was of a missionary nature and passed off

pleasantly. Eld. I. H. Crist, of the Maple Grove

church, presided over the meeting. Our elder,

Bro. George Myers, could not be with us, on ac-

count of ill health. Steps were taken to get each

family in this church to take the Messenger. We
remember, while living in Illinois, asking a brother

to subscribe for the Messenger and he said, "Oh
times are so hard," but, at the same time, he was

spending more money for tobacco in one year than

the Messenger would cost in three years. On
Sunday morning after our council, Bro. Crist

preached for us on the text, "Come thou with us

and we will do thee good, for the Lord hath spo-

ken good concerning Israel." He also preached

in the evening.

Bro. J. M. Miller, of Westphalia, Kans., is teach-

ing a singing-class here now. He has proved him-

self to be a splendid teacher. Any of our church-

es, wanting a singing-teacher, can not do better

than to employ him. Since our singing com-

menced we have introduced the "Sunday School

Song Book." It is giving splendid satisfaction.

A. M. Sharp.
Wade, Kans,

From the Knoxvllle Church, Ark.

Dec. 16, at 1 P. M., the members, belonging to

the Brethren's Colony at this place met and organ-

ized a church. Eld. Weimcr, from Washington
County, Ark., directed the work. We have now
twenty members, including one elder, two ministers

in the second degree and two deacons. The or-

ganization is to be known as the Knoxville church.

Bro. Henry Brubaker was chosen to be our elder.

Bro. J. S. Bosserman was advanced to the second
degree of the ministry and Bro. Moses Stutzman
was elected deacon. Brethren Bosserman and
Stutzman, with their wives, were duly installed.

Arrangements were made for a love feast, which
was held in the M. E. church on Friday evening,

Dec. 18. This closed a week's meetings, which
Bro. Weimer conducted for us.

Our doctrine is new to the people here, and we
feel that our every-day lives and conversation will

tell as much in its favor,—1/ we live what we pro-

fess—z.% will preaching it from the pulpit. May
our love to God help each and all. here and else-

where, to be faithful to him in living up to our re-

ligious promises! Catharine Beerv VanDyke.

The South Waterloo Church, Iowa.

Twelve years ago, in company with my wife, I

made my first visit to the South Waterloo church,
Iowa. During that visit of ten days I assisted in

church work, the character of which led me to re-

peat my visit. I have now returned from a ten-
day Bible Normal with the Brethren there, and
write this while waiting for the train at Forreston,
111.

In contrasting the present condition of the South
Waterloo church with that of twelve years aeo.
marked improvements particulars are
noticeable. Taking the membership as a whole,
there is decided improvement both in aim and zeal.
This is largely due to the singleness of aim and
purpose on the part of the ministry. The Word is

preached regularly, not only at the usual home ap-
pointments, but at other points which have been
established as centers, around which souls are gath-
ering.

The ministry is not left to carry forward this
work alone. The laity come to their aid in a very
substantial manner, thus dividing the burden, and

sharing the interest in the work. As a result, this

church has, at its main place of worship, a large,

live Sunday school, prayer meeting and 1

preaching services each Lord's Day. They h

also become interested in Bible study, the present

having been the third annual Bible Normal held

by this church.

Notwithstanding the rough roads, fully one hun-

dred attended two sessions each day of two pe-

riods each, besides the preaching services in the

evening. The work which consisted of outline

studies in doctrine, alternated by studies in the

Acts of the Apostles, proved very interesting to

both old and young. I am more than ever con-

vinced that the study of doctrine is too much neg-

lected in Bible study. I trust many of our minis-

ters and Sunday school workers will avail them-

selves of the opportunities offered in the Bible

Normals to be held in our schools this winter.

J. G. Rover.
Mt. Morris, III., Dec. 21.

church (

From Fredericksburg, Iowa.

:ced meetings in the Spring Creek

le evening of Dec. 5. This congrega-

tion was presided over by Eld. Marcus Fowler, up

to the time of his death, several years ago,

Bro. Harvey Eikenberry, of G:

charge of the church. Brethren Harvey Gill

Frank Wolf
both active ;

the

the local linisters. They
the offic

Northern lo M
efficient District evangelist of

finesota, and the Dakotas, also

are endeavoring to continue

their Sunday school through the winter. We are

glad to note that the young members take an ac-

tive part in church work and are exemplary in

their lives. To rightly mold and encourage the

young in the church, is one of the greatest prob-

lems of church government. If the Lord will, I

will close my labors here Dec. 23, then return home
to spend the Holidays. The interest, so far, has

been good, though there wen

Dec. 22,

D. B. Eb

Notes x from % our x Correspondents.

Black River Church, Mich.—Our quarterly coun-

cil has been postponed to the last Saturday in Jan-

uary. Bro. Isaiah Rairigh, our elder, is expected

to be with us at that time.

—

Cyrus Wallick.

Osage Church, Kans.—We have completed ar-

rangements with Bro. S, Z. Sharp, of McPherson,

Kans., to hold a Bible Normal Jan. 13 to 17, 1897.

All that can attend are invited. Very moderate

charges for board and lodging will be made for

those from a distance.—/. B. Wolfe, Monmouth,

Kans., Dec. 20.

Kountz, Va.—Brethren Joseph Foster and Sam-
uel Spitler, of Luray, Va,, came to us Dec. t2, and
gave us a few soul-cheering sermons in our new
church, known as the Newport church. As a re-

sult, two dear souls were made willing to be buried

with Christ by baptism. Others are almost per-

suaded.— G. W. Painter, Dec. ly.

Seafield, Ind.—Our new house of worship in the

Palestine church will be dedicated the first Sunday
of January. Bro. L. T. Holsinger will conduct the

dedication services. This is the first house built

by our Brethren in this part of the country, Bro.

W. S. Toney, of Walton, Ind., will hold a series of

meetings for us in the near future.

—

M. L. Halm,
Dec. 20.

North Manchester Church, Ind.— Bro. David
Hollinger, one of our home ministers, just closed a

two weeks' meeting at the Brick church, two miles

west of town. His sermons were practical and
quite interesting. Members were greatly encour-

aged to greater usefulness. We believe the pre-
cious seed sown will produce its fruits in due time.
—D. C. Cripe.

Union Center Congregation, Ind. — We have

this evening closed a series of meetings of four

weeks' duration. Sixty-one were received by bap-

tism. Bro. Peter Stuckman did the preaching.—.F.

Anglcmyer, Nappanee, Ind., Dec. 20.

Downsville, Md.—We have closed another se-

ries of meetings at the Potomac meetinghouse.

Bro. Samuel Utz, of New Market, did the preach-

ing. As an immediate result, three were bap-

tized,—all young people. One of them is from a

very strict Catholic family. We trust the seed
sown may, in the near future, produce fruit!

—

Mc-
Clellan Long, Dec. 21,

Pleasant Valley Church, Ohio. — This church

met in quarterly council Dec. 12. The business

before the meeting, was satisfactorily adjusted.

Bro. Harvey Mote was advanced to the second de-

gree of the ministry. Eld. W. K. Simmons and
brethren Henry Garber and Henry Baker were
present and continued the meetings over Sunday.

—

D. E. Clark, Cosmos, Ohio.

White Oak Church, Ohio.—Bro. Joseph Longa-
necker came to us Nov. 19, and began a series of

meetings which continued until Dec, 6, in which he

delivered twenty-one sermons in all. Bro. Longa-
necker preached the Word with power. As the

result of his labor, five dear ones were received by
baptism, and others are almost persuaded to be
Christians.

—

B. S. Landess, Dec. 19.

Prairie View Church, Mo.—On account of the

day being so very rainy and stormy, we did not

get to assemble for worship on Thanksgiving Day.
But since that we have made a contribution of

S5.16 for World-wide Missions. We had an in-

structive sermon on Sunday, from the words,

"Forget not the assembling of yourselves."

—

Ber-

tha Kring, St. Martins, Mo., Dec. 2J.

Franklin Grove, 111. — Bro. Solomon Bucklew
began a series of meetings last evening, which will,

the Lord willing, be continued for several weeks.

We are looking for a spiritual refreshing in the

church, and hope and pray that many souls, who
are out of Christ, may see the error of their ways
and turn to him. One has been added to the fold

since our last report.

—

D. B. Senger, Dec. 2t.

Belleville Church, Kans.—Our series of meet-

ings closed at this place last evening with a large at-

tendance. Bro. Brown preached nineteen sermons.

We were richly fed with spiritual food. While there

were no additions to the church, yet we think that

there was some good seed sown. All those who
attended these meetings regularly were much built

up in our most holy faith. — Louisa J. Williams,

Dec. 21.

Union Bridge, Md.—We have just closed a very

pleasant and profitable series of meetings at this

place. Eld. D. Victor Long came to us Dec. 5,

and closed Dec. 17, delivering eighteen practical

Gospel sermons to attentive congregations. The
interest was good; three were baptized and the

members strengthened. Many are counting the

cost. May they soon decide! I go to Lansdale,

Pa., to-day.

—

E. W. Stoner, Dec, 19.

St. Joseph Valley Church, Ind. — We met in

council last Saturday, brethren I. L. Berkey, G. D.

Zollers and H. Kreighbaum being with us. We
met to elect two deacons, but the choice fell on
three, brethren F. Bottorff, C. Peterson and
Essie, who, with their wives, were duly installed.

Bro. Jerry Bottorff was advanced to the second

degree of the ministry. We decided to commence
ries of meetings Jan. 2.

—

Cannon Smith, South

Bend, Ind., Dec. 22.

Pine Creek, Ind.—The brethren and sisters of

the Pine Creek church are having a series of meet-
ngs at the Blissville church, with good attendance

md the best of order. It is one of the most spir-

ited meetings 1 have ever attended. The home
nisters,—brethren J. Hildebrand and Ed. Ruff
: doing the preaching. One brother has been

restored to fellowship. May the Spirit move many
more to return home to God!—/. G. Wagenman,
Tymr, Ind., Dec. 2/.
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Fruitdale, Ala-—The Fruitdale church was made

to rejoice, recently, when, standing upon the bank:

of a stream, its members witnessed the second birth

of a dear young sister. This church was organized

in April, 1896, and now numbers nearly forty m
bers.—N. K. Baker. Dec. 22.

Correction.—The members of the Northeastern

District of Ohio will please* make the following

correction in the Minutes of the last District Meet-

ing. Instead of N. Longanecker, Moderator, in

the signatures, read Kid. E. Loomis, Moderator

and Eld. N. Longanecker, Assistant Moderator.

—

Jacob Mishler, Clerk, Mogadon, Ohio.

Burnettsville, Ind.—On Saturday evening, Dec.

5, Bro. M. J. McClure, of Cerrogordo, 111., began a

series of meetings here in town, continuing till the

13th. The interest was good from the beginning.

All were sorry when the meetings closed, but other

engagements called Bro. McClure away, Two
were baptized.—D. A. Merlz, Dec. 18.

Omega, Okla. T. — The Pleasant Home church

at one time had fourteen members, but has now
dwindled down to five,— three brethren and two

sisters. We have no one to preach for us but the

Messenger. This goes the rounds, even to out-

siders. Some of the papers are almost worn out

till they get home, so you see that the paper is be-

ing read. I wish some of the ministering brethren

would stop to preach for us when they are passing

by.

—

Samuel Lawver.

Deep Water Church, Mo. — We just closed a

three weeks' series of meetings, conducted by Bro.

George Lentz, from Adrian, Mo. We had three

accessions, all young in years. Our attendance

was good. The church was too small to accommo-
date the crowd. We hope all were strengthened to

work more zealously for the saving of souls and
the upbuilding of this church. Bro. Lentz preached

twenty-nine sermons in all. — Lizzie Fahnestock,

Montrose, Mo., Dec. 24.

Little Swatara Church, Pa. — We have just

closed an interesting series of meetings, conducted
by Bro. Levi S. Mohler, of York County, Pa. He
came to us Dec. 5, and labored till the 15th. Bro.

Mohler held forth the Truth with much earnest-

ness and zeal, preaching, in all, thirteen soul-cheer-

ing sermons. Four dear souls were added to the
church, with two more applicants for baptism.

Others were almost persuaded.— H. M. Ftantz,

Cross Kill Mills, Pa., Dec. 22.

Walnut Valley Church, Kans.—Bro. Isaac Bru-
baker, of Mitchell, Kans., began a series of meet-
ings Nov. 28, 1896, and continued until Dec. 13.

Then Bro. M. Keller, of Galva, Kans., held meet-
ings until Dec. 20. Many soul-reviving sermons
were delivered by the Brethren. The church met
in quarterly council Dec 12. Considerable business
came before the meeting, but was pleasantly dis-

posed of. We decided to have social meetings each
Wednesday evening.—Lydia Weimer, Heizer, Kans.,
Dec. 21.

Decatur, Nebr.—The Golden Springs church met
in council Dec. 19, with our elder, G. W. Stam-
baugh, presiding. All business passed off pleas-
antly. Bro. Geo. Blue was restored to the minis-
try. Bro. Stambaugh preached five excellent ser-

mons, and the best of interest was manifested.
Two precious souls were baptized, and more are in-

terested in their soul's salvation. Bro. Stambaugh
went home from here. The Brethren here feel

greatly encouraged in the good work.—/. E. Him-
ler, Dec. 24.

Grand Prairie Church, Nebr.—This church met
on Saturday, Dec. 12, for council, preparatory to
the Communion. All matters were disposed of in

a spirit of love. In the evening seventeen com-
municants surrounded the Lord's table. Truly, it

was a feast to the soul. Brethren from Longmont,
Colo., and Holyoke, labored with us. One dear
sister decided to walk with us and was baptized.
One was received by letter. May the Good Spirit
still strive with mankind!—M. M. Cline, Sidney,
Nebr., Dec, 22,

Shade Greek Church, Pa.—On Sunday evening,

Dec. 13, Bro. C. C. Ellis, of Huntingdon, Pa.,

preached in the Scalp Level meetinghouse and
continued until Thursday evening, Dec 17. Bro.

Ellis preached five soul-cheering sermons to large

and attentive congregations. He is a zealous work-
er for the cause of Christ, and we pray God's bless-

ings may rest upon him!—L.J. Lehman, Dec. ig.

Springfield Church, Ohio. — Elder K. Loomis
commenced a series of meetings on Saturday, Dec.
12, and continued until Sunday evening, Dec. 20.

He delivered fifteen very able and instructive dis-

courses, very much edifying the members and com-
munity, and encouraging them on their way Zion-

ward. He left to-day, to engage in a series of meet-
ings in the East Nimishillen church, Stark County,

Ohio.—Jacob Mishler, Mogadore, Ohio, Dec. 21.

Spring River Church, Mo.—We began another

series of meetings on the evening of the 15th, and
continued until the evening of the 20th. Bro. Wm.
Harvey did the preaching. The order was excel-

lent, but the congregations small. Bro. N. Butter-

baugh and I accompanied our elder, C. Holderman,
to Lawrence County, Dec. 13, but returned home
the 14th, leaving Bro. Holderman to conduct a

week's meetings at the Shaffer schoolhouse. We
have not heard of the results.—/. K. Shively, Avil-

la, Mo., Dec. 21.

Greenwood Church, Mo.—Eld. Lemuel Hillery,

with his wife and little daughter, came to us Nov.

19. They will leave us to-morrow. During their

stay with us Bro. Hillery gave us a two weeks' se-

ries of meetings at the Greenwood church. He al-

so preached nearly two weeks in Cabool, and de-

livered a few sermons in Mountain Grove. Bro.

Hillery is an able defender of Gospel truth. He
and sister Hillery endeared themselves much to

us. May the Lord be with them!—/./. Troxel,

Mountain Grove, Mo., Dec. 21.

Norristown, Pa. — Bro. W. M. Howe, of Ser-

geantsville, N. J., came here Nov. 19, and con-

tinued meetings until the evening of Dec. 6.

The Sunday school lessons of the present quarter

were used for the opening services, followed by

suitable subjects, as the meetings progressed. He
closed with a sermon on the text, " Go work in my
vineyard." Three converts were baptized and all

were admonished to study our Bibles more closely,

and show by our lives the profession we have

made.—/ Howard Ellis, Dec. 20.

Astoria, III.—Dec. 20 closed our meetings at the

Walnut church, which were conducted by Bro.

Granville Nevinger. He came to us Dec. 5, preach-

ing, in all, twenty-three sermons. There were no

additions, yet we feel that our meetings have been

profitable ones. We have great reason to believe

that lasting impressions were made on the minds

of some. The meetings were well attended and

good order prevailed throughout. At our meeting

on Thanksgiving Day, a collection was taken for

missionary work.

—

Mattie Davis, Dec. 21.

California Mission.—Wife and I have now start-

ed in the mission work of Southern California.

Our first assignment by the Mission Board was at

the town of Colton and vicinity, where we have

been preaching, visiting, and distributing doctrinal

numbers of the Messenger, and tracts. One has

confessed Christ and was baptized. Others ex-

pressed themselves as being almost ready to go

with us. Our next place of work will be at. Whit-

tier. Address me at Lordsburg, Cal., in care of

Samuel Henry.—C. S. Holsinger, Dec. 17.

Laplace, 111.—The series of meetings, conducted

by Bro. Henry Frantz, closed Dec. 21. He
preached twenty-seven sermons. These meetings

were well attended and the best attention was

given to the Word preached. Eleven were added

to the church by baptism and others were almost

persuaded. Bro. Henry made many warm friends

during his stay with us, and these meetings will al-

ways be remembered by us as being among the best

we ever enjoyed. The Bible school, conducted by

Bro. Charles Gibson, is now in session, with good

interest,—E, F, Wolf, Dec. 22.

Pine Grove, Md. -Our council was held at this

place Dec. 19, and all business was adjusted in a
spirit of love and meekness. A doctrinal sermon
was delivered on the evening of the same day by
Bro. I. O. Thompson. He also preached for us on
Sunday morning. Our two elders, brethren Thom-
as Digman and W. T. Sines walked across the
mountain to White Oak Springs and filled an ap-
pointment at 3 P. M—Samuel M. Wilhelm, Pleas-

ant Hill, Preston Co., W. Va„ Dec. 21.

Verdigris Church, Kans. — We met in council

Dec. 5. Bro. W. B. Sell, our elder, was not pres-

ent, but we had a good meeting. Nothing came
before the meeting to mar the feelings of any one.

The church elected sister Edith Quackenbush as

Clerk. We granted nine letters to members mov-
ing away, and received three by letter. We are in

the midst of a glorious series of meetings. Bro. J.

J. Yoder, of the Monitor church, came to us and
has been preaching for one week. Two have made
the good confession. Bro. Yoder has a practical

way of presenting the Truth, — Henry Showalier,

Madison, Kans.

Litchfield, 111.—Last night, Dec. 20, closed our

series of meetings. We had twenty-one meetings,

with good interest, and attendance better than I

had anticipated. We had good houses at each
service but one. A noted feature of the meeting

was that, the nearer the meeting approached its

close, the more meditative and thoughtful the con-

gregation. Our meeting was all that could rea-

sonably be expected, under existing circumstances,

None made the good choice, but we feel that good
was done, and now we leave all to him who has

said, " In due season we shall reap if we faint not."

Our Sunday school is progressing nicely, and our

prayer meeting continues with interest unabated.

—

B. E. Kesler.

Bunkerhill, Berkeley Co., W. Va.—Bro. W. M.

Wine, of Winchester, came to this place,—a mis-

sion point of the Berkeley church,— and held a se-

ries of meetings lasting ten days. He preached

thirteen excellent sermons. We are right among
Methodists, Presbyterians and Episcopalians, yet

our meetings were well attended, and interesting

to all. We have one applicant for baptism, and

many others are seriously counting the cost. Bro.

Wine preached both privately and publicly. He
visited nearly all the families in the place. Bro.

John Turner lent us his aid during the meetings by

leading the singing. Other Brethren visited us

once or twice from the lower end of the County.

—

/. Eniler, Dec. 23.

Hudson Church, III.—Wife and I came to this

church Dec. 9. 1 began meetings the same evening

and continued till the evening of Dec. 20, with

good interest. While there were no accessions, we
had a good meeting, and our visit among the mem-
bers was very much enjoyed. Bro. Thomas D.

Lyon is the elder and only minister. As he is get-

ting advanced in years, they feel in need of help.

Some ministers, looking for a location, would do

well to correspond with Bro. Thos. D. Lyon, Hud-
son, III. They will do their part, by way of assist-

ance, as will be necessary. May God's choicest

blessings be with the Hudson church! My next

series of meetings will commence at Mansfield, 111.,

Jan. 10. Praise the Lord for his rich blessings!

—

Michael Flory, Girard, III., Dec. 21.

Mexico, Ind.— The members of the Mexico

church met in church council Dec. 3. Considera-

ble business came before the meeting, all of which

was disposed of in a pleasant manner. One was

added to the church by letter. One interesting

feature of our meeting was the "mutual aid "re-

port from our Orphans' Home, which showed that

five little homeless ones had been rescued. Bro.

Dorsey Hodgden, from the Huntington church,

held a very interesting series of meetings, of over

three weeks, at our Courter house with eleven ac-

cessions. Others were almost persuaded. Bro. L.

T. Holsinger, of North Manchester, began a series

of meetings for us Dec. 10. So far the meetings

have been very interesting and with increased at-

tendance,

—

S. T, Fisher, Dec, 16,
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Ohio City, Ohio.—We commenced a

meeting at the Lichty schoolhouse,

three miles southeast of Ohio City, on

the evening of Dec. 13. There is quite

an interest manifested, and the pros-

pect for an ingathering of souls is good.

Some have already expressed them-

selves as being willing to unite with

the church.—Jacob Heistand.

Conway Springs, Kans. — Dec, 13

Kid. J. L. Thomas, of Prairie City, Iowa,

closed a very interesting series of meet-

ings, of one week's duration. About

the time a good interest was awakened,

the meetings closed. While there were

no accessions, the members, as well as

others, received many good lessons to

think about for many days. —J, B.

Thompson,

New Hope Church, Tenn.—Nov. 23

Kid. David R, Richards and a friend,

of Madison County, Ind., came to our

place from Franklin County, this State,

where they had been prospecting. On
account of the inciemency of the weath-

er, and other causes, he only preached

four sermons. This makes the fourth

time Bro. Richards has been here and

preached for us.

—

A. W. Oren, Lank-

ford, Carroll Co., Tenn., Dec. 18.

Clear Creek Church, Ind.—We held

our Communion in the city of Hunt-

ingdon, and had a feast of love, with

the best of order. Some could not

commune on account of lack of room.

We had a full house. Visiting minis-

ters were brethren I. J. Rosenberger,

Brallier, Ahner, Shideler, and Holler.

Bro. Rosenberger officiated. The serv-

ices were very impressive, and we think

some good was done.—Jacob Mtshlcr,

Dec. 18.

Cedar County Church, Mo. — Our
church is moving along nicely in the

good old Gospel way. We had a short

ducted by the home ministry. Al-

though we have no accessions to re-

port, we know we were built up spirit-

ually, and impressed with the thought

that there is a work for us all to do.

We have organized a Bible class, to

meet every Lord's Day afternoon, and
study his most holy Word. We have
a good leader, and we think it can be
made a grand success, if each one of

us, as willing workers for Jesus, does
his part.— C. A. Miller, Jerica Springs,

Mo., Dec. 13.

Upper Sandusky, Ohio.—Bro. C. L.

Wilkms, of Harrod, came to the Wy-
andotte church, Nov. 14, to hold a se-

ries of meetings, which continued till

Dec. 2. Bro. Wilkins preached twen-
ty-six sermons, with power and zeal.

Saints were built up and sinners were
made to feel their condition. If some
one would have made the start, there

would have been a gathering in of
souls. Bro. Loose was with us a while
during our meetings, being called here
by the sickness of sister Mary Keller,
who called for the elders, in order that
she might be anointed. Bro. Joseph
Robison, of Carey, came over and
spent Thanksgiving Day and Friday
with us. We held our council-meeting
Nov. 27, as our elder, Bro. Loose, was
with us. Bro. Wilkins preached a mis-
sionary sermon for us on Thanksgiv-
ing Day. At our council we adopted
a plan to raise missionary money, to
be given to the Lord on the first day
of each wtzV.—Atverty Buxton,

Portage Church, Ohio. — Nov. 29

Bro. Reuben Shroyer, of Pierce, Ohio,

began laboring at Cloverdale. He la-

bored hard and earnestly till Dec. 18,

when he took his leave for home, where

his labors are needed in the meetings

now in progress. He did not shun to

preach the Gospel in its purity and

simplicity, with power. The opposing

element, which is very strong here, was

made to tremble. Three dear souls

were received by confession and bap-

tism. Many others are near the king

The 5 her

Duraged. May the good work go on!

-J, B. Kyser, Cloverdale, Ohio, Dec. /o,

Panora, Iowa.— Kid. H. R. Taylor,

of Deep River, Iowa, commenced a se-

of meetings Dec. 7, and continued

until the i/th, preaching twelve prac-

il, telling discourses. Damp, cloudy

weather, bad roads, and the sickness of

ister Anna Nichols (who is quite sick

/ith typhoid fever), prevented as full

,n attendance as we would otherwise

have had, but, despite the obstacles,

interest and attendance increased.

On Sunday he preached two of the

t impressive and pointed missiona-

;rmons ever preached in this con-

gregation. His themes were timely

id practical,—handled in such a man-

:r as to have a telling influence on

his hearers.—/. D. Haughtelin, Dec. 18.

Bean Settlement, W. Va.—The love

feast, held in the Bean Settlement con-

gregation, Nov. 14, was a season long

to be remembered. After the feast a

two weeks' series of meetings was held

at the same place, in which Bro. John
K. Baker did the principal preaching.

Bro. Arthur Arnold was also with us

most of the time and rendered valua-

e assistance. As an immediate re-

It five were baptized and three le-

limed, and the church much revived.

Brethren Baker and Arnold are both

thinking of locating in this congrega-

tion ithe futu This sup-

ply a long-felt want, as this church h
not had a resident minister from its or-

ganization until now. The preaching

las been done principally by the min-

stry of our home (Beaver Run) con-

jugation, and we will be glad to wel-

:ome these brethren to this field of la-

)or. Truly " the harvest is plenteous

but the laborers are few."—D. B, Ar-

nold, Burlington, W. Va., Dec. 12.

Hagerstown, Md.— It is with great

joy that we announce the result of our

:s of meetings, held at this place.

ly the great love of God and his

Spirit has been with us. Since Nov. 28

J. A. Dove, of Cloverdale, Va.,

been with us, and labored earnest-

ly for the Master's cause. His first

sermons were directed to the church,

instead of the world. They so re-

newed and strengthened our relation

to our Maker, that we were well re-

vived for the work before us. The
crowds were so great that, night after

night, many had to be turned away.
Through the soul-inspiring sermons
and the prayers of the faithful, twenty-
four precious souls were enabled to

stand up for Jesus. Many more are

impressed, and we now pray that the

good seed sown may spring up in

their hearts and bring forth an abun-
dant harvest. Our meetings closed

last evening. Bro. Dove gave his last

appeal from the subject, " Gospel In-

vitation."—^^ C. Reichard, Dec. /?.

Waynesville, Mo.—A series of meet-

ings commenced at our meetinghouse

Nov. 3, and was conducted by the home
ministers until the evening of the 13th,

when brethren Mason and Atkins, of

Cabool, Texas Co., Mo., came to us.

On the evening of the 14th we held our

love feast. We had very pleasant

weather, most of the time, for our

meetings, for which we were very

thankful. Our meetings closed on

Sunday evening, Nov. 22. While there

were no accessions to the church, the

members were strengthened and sin-

ners warned.

—

Libbie Stump, Dec. ij.

-MATRIMONIAL-

KNECHT—SELL.—At the residence of the

officiating clergyman, Mr. Robert Adams, in

Jameson, Mo, Dec. o, 1896, Mr. Franklin E.

Knecht, of Civil Bend, Daviess Co., Mo., and

Miss Elvira J. Sell, of Winston, Daviess Co.,

Mo. L. B. Sell.

SMITH—SCOTT.-At the residence of the

bride's parents, Dec. 13, 1S96, by Eld. L. M.
Kob, Mr. Charley Smith and Miss Fannie S.

Scott, both of Decatur Co., Iowa.

. . . FALLEN t ASLEEP • •

JACOBS.— Near Bendersville, Adams Co.,

Pa., Oct. 27, 1896, Daisy Amelia, daughter of

Wm. Jacobs, aged 18 years and 4 days. Fu-

neral services in the Friends' meetinghouse in

Bendersville, conducted by the writer.

C. L. Pfoutz.

McMASTER.—Near Gettysburg, Pa., Dec.

5, 1896, sister Eliza McMaster, aged about 77
years. Sister Eliza came to the church in early

life, A few years ago her mind became some-
paired. Funeral services in the Marsh

Creek meetinghouse by the writer, from Heb.

|: 14. C. L. Pfoutz.

SMITH.—In the bounds of the Salimonie

church, Huntington Co., Ind., of kidney troub-

le, Bro. William Smith, aged 77 years, 11

months and 23 days, Deceased was born in

Union County, Ind., in 1818; died at his home
in Lancaster, Ind, after about two weeks' ill-

ness. He leaves an aged widow and. three

sons. Funeral Dec. 12, in the Brethren church

in Lancaster. Discourse by Eld. Lewis W.
Teeter, assisted by the writer. 0. C. Ellis.

STOUFFER.—Near Martinsburg, W. Va.,

in the bounds of the Berkeley church, Nov. 27,

1896, of heart disease, Bro. John B. Stouffer,

aged nearly 70 years. The funeral sermon was
preached Dec. 13, by his nephew, D. F. Stouff-

er, from 2 Sam. 14: 14. John Brindle.

WOGOMAN.—In the Elkhart congregation,

near Goshen, Ind, Nov. 22, 1896, friend George
Wogoman, aged 63 years, 1 month and 22 days.

His wife (a sister in the church), three sons and

improved by the writer and Bro. Levi Hoke.

J. S. Kulp.

COOPER —In the Eel River church, Kosci-
usko Co, Ind, near Silver Lake, Nov. 20, 1896,

Bro. Jacob Cooper, aged 76 years, 1 month and
2 days. Services by Samuel Leckrone, assist-

:d by the writer. Theme, " Victory."

Ema

CRIPE.—Sept. is, 1896, sister Rachel Cripe,

daughter of Elias and Catharine Riseley, for-

merly wife of John E. Markley, aged 69 years,

6 months and 10 days. Deceased was born
March 25, 1827. Funeral services by Daniel
Rothenberger and Henry H. Brallier,

G. G. Grady.

OGG.—Near Worthington, Minn, Nov. 24,

1896, Charles Hilary, infant son of Bro. Martin
Ogg. aged 8 weeks. Lizzie Hilary.

BOYTS.—In the Middle Creek congrega-
tion, Somerset Co, Pa, Dec. 11, 1896, Bro.

Henry Boyts, aged 77 years, 9 months and l

day. Funeral services by the writer, assisted

by Valentine Blough. Interment at the Lichty

church, four miles northeast of Somerset,

D.H.Walker,

WARNER.— In the North Manchester con-

gregation, Ind., Nov. 14, 1896, of diphtheria,

Nora May, only daughter of Jacob and Eliza

Warner, aged 14 years, 1 month and 14 days.

She leaves father, mother and five brothers.

Funeral services by brethren L. H. Eby and

A. L. Wright, from Luke 8: 41-56 and 1 Thess.

4: 9-1S. D. S. T. BUTTERBAUGH.

EMMERT.—At his home, near Nachusa,

111, Dec, I2-, 1896, after only a few days' illness,

from the effects of a paralytic stroke, Bro. Hen-
ry Emmert, aged 77 years, 10 months and 21

days. Bro. Emmert was born in Washington

County, Md, Jan. 22, 1819, and has been a res-

ident of Lee County, 111, since 1845. He was

a consistent and worthy member of the church

for about forty-two years. His companion and
six children survive him. The funeral serv-

ices were conducted by Bro. Galen B. Royer,

assisted by Bro. P. R. Keltner.

D. B. SenGer.

BOND.—In the Old People's Home, Mexico,

Ind, Dec. 11, 1896, Jesse A. Bond, aged 68

years and 20 days. Deceased was born in

Wayne County, Ind, Nov. 21, 1828. He was
the lather of seven children. Two have pre-

ceded him to the spirit world. Funeral serv-

ices by Bro. Irvin Fisher, assisted by L. T.

Holsinger, from Job 14: 14. S. T. Fisher.

MILLER—In the Eden Valley congrega-

tion, Stafford Co, Kans, Dec. 10, 1896, Mary
Magdalene, infant daughter of Bro. T. J. and
sister Ella Miller. Funeral services conduct-

ed by Addison Fryfogle.

Leora Fryfogle.

SHERFY. — In the bounds of the Knob
Creek church, Johnson City, Tenn, Oct. 27,

1
Eld. Samuel S. Sherfy, aged 79 years, 2

ihs and 11 days. Services by elders John
lor and William Sherfy. He was anointed

by the same brethren a few days before his

death. He had been a member for fifty-five

5, and never missed a Communion until

this fall. He had been ailing for eight months
ith congestion of the lungs and ilrupsy of the

heart. He bad been married twice, and was
the father of fourteen children. Mother and
six children survive.

Tina Sherfy Humphreys.

KILHAFER.— At Ephrata, Pa, Dec. 12,

1896, of internal hemorrhage, sister Amanda
Kilhafer, aged 30 years and 16 days. A hus-

band, two sons and a daughter survive her.

Deceased was a highly esteemed sister by all

who knew her. Funeral services by E. B. Le-

fever and Eld. Israel Wenger, from Job 17; it,

Interment at Mohler's cemetery.

J. Z.Keller.

KURTZ—At his residence on North State

Street, Ephrata, Pa, Dec. 13, 1896, Bro. Israel

Kurtz, aged 74 years, 9 months and 10 days.

He had been ailing for the last year, and was
confined to his bed for several months, suffer-

ing from a complication of diseases, incident

to old age. Funeral, Dec. 17, at 9: 30 A. M.
Services at Mohler's meetinghouse by brethren

Isaac W. Taylor and Israel Wenger, from Job
14: 14. The deceased was born in Maryland.
He then moved with his parents to Cumber-
land County, Pa. Here he was farming, and
also married. He leaves two daughters, the

one married to Mr. Simpson Ott, near Carlisle;

the other to Mr. Levi Handshaw, near Ship-

pensburg. Jacob Z. Kellkr.

EBY.— In the Laforge church, Mo, Dec. 11,

1896, of cancer, sister Susan, wife of George
Eby, deceased, aged 63 years, 2 months and 11

days. Although she had been afflicted with

cancer for many years, yet her death came
quite suddenly. Eleven years ago sistsr Eby,
who then lived in the Waddam's Grove church,

III., sent the Gosi'el Messenger to her broth-

er, W. A. Ferrenburg. He read it and called

for a minister te preach for them, Brethren

J. R. Gish and S. S. Mohler came and baptized a
number, and organized a church. It was a

comparatively small thing to send the paper
to her brother a year, but only eternity can re-

veal the immense results therefrom. Services

by Bro. Daniel Lorah, from Rev. 14: 13.

Minta A. Eby,

FERRENBURG.—In the Laforge church,

Mo, Dec. 9, 1896, of brain fever, sister Sarah,
wife of W. A. Ferrenburg, aged 37 years, 7
months and 16 days. She leaves a husband
and four children. She united with the church
May 11, i88g, and from that time until her last

sickness her place in the church was seldom
vacant. Services by Bro, Ira P. Eby, from
Rev. 14: 13. Minta A. Eby,
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'BRUMBAUGH.- At her home, west of

Plymouth, Inch, Nov. 26, 1896, of typhoid fever,

Adella J.
Brumbaugh, aged 23 years, 7 months

and =5 days. Funeral services at the house

Nov. 28, conducted by Bro. J. V. Felthouse.

Laura Ahi'elman.

HARSHBERGER.—Near Lewistown, Pa..

Oct. 9, of diphtheria, Floris Lee, aged 5 years

g months and 5 days. Also, Harry Franklin,

aged 3 years, g months and 20 days. They

were children of Bro. H. L. and sister '

Harshberger, Both took sick Oct. 4 and both

died Oct. 9. Sarah Si'Anog

MUNN.—At Grand Detour, Ogle Co., )

)ec. q, 1896, John Harvey, son of friend Hei

ind sister .Susan Munn, aged 34 years,

iroved by the Brethren. Edmund Forne\

SUTTON.—Near Martinshurg, W. Va.,

lie bounds of the Berkeley church, Dec.

896, sister Mary, wife of Bro. Daniel Sutton

sne of our deacons), aged about 82 years.

/eeks to the day she died she was paralyzed

11 her throat, so that she could not swallow.

Ihe was a consistent member over eleven

ears. Funeral services by Eld. David Long,

rom Isa. 3: 10, 11. John Brindle,

SIPLING.—At 1 s Stati

and D. H. Bake

WALTERS.— In the sam<

896, son of James Walter;

ame place and by the same
Ma • K. Baker.

KROFT.—The following five children in one
amily died of diphtheria, at Brandtville, Cum-
berland Co., Pa.: Oct. 31, 1896, Lilly Maud,
aged 3 years, 1 month and Ig days; Nov. 4,

ence Albert, aged 6 years, 9 months and 8

days; Nov. 5, Charles Ervin, aged 10 years, 2

ths and 7 days; Nov. $, Melvin Lee, aged
ar.s months and 14 days; Nov. 18, Elmer

Ellsworth, aged 8 years, 2 months and 9 days.
The above were children of J. 0. and Leah
Kraft, and grandchildren of Eld. Peter Brown,
of East Berlin, Pa. Funeral services at the
Baker meetinghouse near Churchtown, Dec.
13, by Bro. D. H. Baker, assisted by the home

Ma r K.

LEHMAN.—In the Brother's Valley church
Somerset Co., Pa., Dec. 16, 1896, Susannah

1, aged 85 years and 5 days. Deceased
iemberofthe Amish church. Fu
conducted by elders W. G. Schrock

Clara G. Rihm

Cincinnati Flyer.

Motion Route and C. H. & D.

Farm and Mill for Sale.

Baltimore City Church.

James T. Quintan,

Shipping and Commission Merchant

30; S. Charles St.. Baltimore, Md.

and S. F. Rie

• ADVERTISEMENTS <

Windsor
European Hotel,

TRIBUNE BLOCK,

153 Dearborn St. S. Gregsten, Prop,

CHICAGO, ILL.
hotel Is centrally located, and the most rwpect-
ou«e of Its class Id the City. The charges are
«e. varying In price Irom 75 cents to Ji.je per day

!?m»
Thi?pB0n

'

8Re8,ai," ,>t underneath, Ffnt-

The Doctrine of the Brethren Defended.

We are admonished by the apostle to give ;

eason to every man of the hope that is in us

Often we are interrogated upon points o
church doctrine on which we cannot give thi

desired information, and would be glad ti

just where to get it. "The Doctrine of

the Brethren Defended " contains a com
position of the Faith and Practice o

Brethren, the Divinity of the Holy Spirit

mersion. Feet-washing, the Lord's Supper, the

Holy Kiss, Non-conformity, Secret Societies

etc. Price, per copy, cloth binding, $1.25; t<

ministers, gi.oo. Address this office for furthe:

particulars concerning terms to agents.

Our Publications.

Children at Work—Weekly; well-illast

ted; contains the Sunday school lesson, w
explanation, etc., adapted to the understanding
of small children. No better publication
be found for the little boys and girls of

Sunday schools.

The following is the list of the periodical:
Sunday School Helps, etc.

The Gospel Messenger.—A large, religious
weekly,—published in the interest ol the Breth-
ren or German Baptist church and their oul>
recognized "church organ. Price, $1.50 per

The Young Disciple—An illustrated week
ly for the young. This is one of the most in-

teresting Sunday school papers published, and
should be used in all the schools within reach
oft r people.

Brethren's Family Almanac—Every fara-

ly should have this Almanac; complete in ev-
ery way. Price, per copy, 10 cents; special

5 to energetic agents,

Brethren's Quarterly.—Prepared for all ad
vanced classes, It contains the lesson text

a complete explanation of the lessor,

throughout. In preparing this quarterly wi
keep constantly in view the needs of thi

Brotherhood, and aim to fully adapt it to theit

• IK a

Juvenile Quarterly—Prepared especially

for the intermediate classes. This is one of the
st, and best illustrated quarterlies pub-

lished. The pictures are selected with great
and every lessou is illustrated. The little

folks are delighted with it.

subscription, per year 10

1897
Brethren's Family Almanac

Our Almanac for 1897 has been greatly en-
larged and well deserves a place in every fam-
ily. Send (en r.ents for a copy, or, better
yet, send $l.t>0 for the Gospel Mrssbn-

from now to the end of 1807, and receive

FREE.
t offer liberal inducements to

: prepared to push the sale of

WWc call special attention 10 our unsur-
passed facilities in procuring for our readers
any book published, at especially low prices.

In ordering books always give title of book,
uthor and publisher.

Classified Minutes of Annual Meeting.

Not all the members of our church have
that perfect knowledge of our principles, that

is so desirable. Others there are who are well

acquainted with the church as it exists, but

who would like to know something of her past

history, as regards her gradual growth and de-

velopment. In fact, all who are interested in

the welfare of the church, that is so dear to all

. should have access to a complete

on, such as is found in the "Classified

tes of Annual Meeting," with the appen-

containing the Minutes up to the year

We sell this work at only $1.50 for cloth

binding. Be sure to send for a copy whil

supply is still on hand. Those who have the

old edition of the " Classified Minutes," car

have the "Appendix" in separate binding foi

only 25 cents. Address this office.

Sunday School Suppllei

ling that is used in £

—We keep any
nday school work,

goods not adver-

Ure and Sermons of Eld. James Quinter.

"A noble life is a poem of the Infinite,"

says a noted author. It is true and we arc glad
that our Brotherhood has men who, in the

darkness all around, have shone out as bright

stars on the firmament of truth. This is

brought fresh to our minds in glancing through

the pages of " Life and Sermons of Eld. James
Quinter." No one can read an account of Bro,

Quinter's life without feeling deeply and favor-

ably impressed. Price, post-paid, $1.25. To
ers, $1.00. Special terms to agents.

Address this office,

Sunday School Reward Cards.—Our stock
of cards is large and presents a variety

in styles and prices so as to pleas

Please send us a trial order and b(

Blgau, very fine gilt edge, slie

id Landscape and Flowers,

a, extra flne, sl.e3tfx6ji,. S

3 Landscape, sUeSxfi;*,. . . .1
J Landscape, size Bx&tf 1

nnd Landscape, alee 3^x6% . L

1 Landscape, size3>^xi%, . . .1
uery, size3tfx6«, Is

apeand Blrds,8l»e2x8*i,. . .*

Teeter's Commentary.

You shotud, by all means, have the

ew Testament Commentary, because,

1 It is non-sectarian.

2. It is brief and to the point.

3. No effort is made to evade the sense of a

ngle text, however unpopular,

4. It Is Impartial in its explanation of at!

xts, whether doctrinal, practical, orhistorical

5. It dues not burden the reader with lengthy
speculative theories.

6. More actual knowledge may be gained in

given time of its study, than ofothers.be-

tuse of its close adherence to the text.

7. Its arrangement Is simple, and easily

comprehended, by even the ordinarily educat-

ed.

edt

9. Seven helps are usually found on each
page to get at the truth, vix.,

(0 The Authorized (or common) Version of

the New Testament.

(2) The Revised Version of the New Testa-

Other Helps.—We are prepared to famish
Bible Dictionaries, Commentaries, Map), and
Bible* of every description. Always write hi

before ordering elsewhere,

When ordering cards be sure to give num-
ber and price as well as the name, so that

there may be no mistake.

(3) The usual marginal references of the Au-
thorized Version following each verse.

(4) The best marginal readings of the Au-
torized Version.

(5) The marginal readings of the Revised
Version.

(6) The explanatory notes on the text

(7) The references in the notes, (a) to other

notes, directly on the subject or in comparison
with it; (b) to other texts, directly on the sub-

ject or in comparison with it

10. It Is a safe book to have In a family ot

children, because (1) it will lead them into the

truth, and (2) keep them out of religious error.

It. The small price asked for it is as nothing

compared with the great good that may be had
from a diligent study of it by all classes of per-

(1) It will impress the unconverted to

heed the bidding of Christ, "Come unto me,"

(2) It will equip the Christian to "give a
n of the hope that is in " him. (3) It will

aid the Sunday school worker in the study of

New Testament lesson. (4) It will furnish

minister with many subjects among the

ss, sufficiently expanded for the ground-

k of sermons, directly in line with the sense

of the place and text.

The work is in two large volumes. The
print is excellent and the binding the very

best.

Bound in cloth, per set, - - - $4 00
Bound in half leather, - • • - 4 50
Bound in morocco, .... c ,'„,

On receipt of prici the t /ill be
prepaid to any part of the United Stati

Good terms to agents desiring to canvass for

the work. Address:

BrRIHPBN'8 POBLtSHINO Cn„
Ml. Morris, HI,
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n.« ANNOUNCEMENTS*^

LOVE FEASTS.

i New Y*^*<>.
<

I
Year's § IW § 5

[Greeting! *****
j

May the year 1807 bring peace and J

plenty t<> all the earth!

May those who arc renting [arms,

tilling worn-out land in the East, ta

. advantage, during 1897, of Uncle Sar

r offer of

...FREE FARMS...

I
Great Northern Railway

j

ir.-> acres can be had at a cost o[ S16 i

land-office fees and no real estate taxes

tn pay tor tivc years. Hundreds of

Brethren and others availed themselves

.,! the chance, during the last two or 1

cc years, and are happily located,

A'rite to me for a NEW PUBLICA- "I

. II. in, containing letters from many of <|

L the Brethren, describing their expc
"

:es and impressions of North Dakota. J

MAX BASS.

f 220 S. Chi CHICAGO, ILL,

Only $3.75.

TANK HEATER.

Europe and Bible Lands.

Not all can go to foreign lands and see for

themselves the many interesting sights pre-

sented to the observant traveler. Many have

neither time nor means to spend in that direc-

tion, and yet they would like to know some-

thing about the world at large. To such we
recommend " Europe and Bible Lauds."

With those who are interested in Bible study

this work will always remain a favorite.

Those who have read the ordinary book of

travel will be surprised to find " Europe and
Bible Lands" of thrilling interest for both old

and young. Those who have not yet secured a

copy of the work should embrace this opportu-

nity of securing it. Price, in fine cloth binding,

only 81.25 per copy, post-paid. To agents who
are prepared to push an active canvass of the

work, we are willing to give special induce
ments. Address this office for further particu-

Brethren's Sunday School Song Book.

FARMING

LANDS
TUnDeredLandf^j.;"
PraiF'16 Lcwds '"^rTztoZ

ZaadS uill nri-t-r ho cIictiftiT than

FREE HOMESTEADS

LIGNITE COAL 1

BRETHREN ;:::,,':;;",;'"!

OUR ILLUSTRATED LAND PRIMERS
^'21, 22 144, v. ,

. I -.,„., ,1.-1 .,..! ,

HALF FARES §£?!

Victor Headache Specific

—CURES-
HEADACHES,

HEADACHES,
HEADACHES

!

It Is No Experiment!

It Is No Narcotic!

it Does Not Stupefy!

It Does Kill I

Oil 1/ Watch Chains wear well, look well
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Not long since Bishop Keane, late dean of the
tholic University, Washington, D. C, received a
11 from the Pope to come to Rome in great haste.

dean hesitated not one moment, but arranged
ffairs for the journey. Now, when a minister

called by Jesus Christ to preach the Gospel to
people, and does not do it, then whatl Would
but heed the calls of Jesus, as do the Bishops
mandates of the Pope, what grand results might

How!

A leading exchange speaks of what is regarded
1 new and hopeful plan of bringing up the pauper
dren in large cities. The plan was tested in
ffield, England, the past year. It is an ap-
ach, as far as possible, to the family mode of
, which students of pauperism generally con-

fer the best for children, by placing them in cot-
' )cally separated from each other and scat-
'er different parts of the town, limiting the
in each home, to fifteen, and having them

ded by age, from (tie little ones of three, to the
others and sisters of fourteen. Foster par-

ts are provided to take charge of each home, and
hildren are sent to the elementary and Sun-

y schools of the neighborhood where the oth-
hddren attend. Already the clergymen and
lers in the town have said the boys and girls
n no way inferior to the average of children,
110 "behavior or mental capacity," while,
i the taxpayer's standpoint, the experiment has

« less than any preceding method of dealing
•n the question. Probably this is the real solu-
nofa very perplexing problem. Has any one

thought of running an orphanage in the rural
Itncts on this plan?

When the new Siberian Railroad is completed
across Northern Asia, it is thought that one will

be able to make the circuit of the globe in about
thirty-three days. This will be a good chance for

some of those people who refuse to believe that
the earth is round. If they are willing to spend a
little money, they can settle the question in a few
days over a month. The road through Siberia is

to be 7,500 miles long when completed, which will

yet require about four years. It will then be, by
far, the longest road in the world. One can then
take a steamer at New York, and land in France
after a few days. A railroad ride of ten days, pos-
sibly more, will land the traveler at one of the
ports in China. Several days will be required to

cross the Pacific Ocean, and land in San Francisco,

and from there it is an all-rail route to New York.
With such facilities, Christianity ought to soon
reach every part of the earth. We are sure that it

will, in a measure, at least, soon follow up this

great highway.

Among the railroad officials is a little book that

is kept under lock and key. It is known as the
" Black List." The last edition contains the names
of one thousand persons who have not properly

used the passes procured from the railroad compa-
nies. Among these are a number of ministers who
have been detected making use of their clergy-

man's permits in a way not intended. Some have
even gone so far as to sell their permits. A
preacher who gets his name on this "Black List,"

stands neither well with the railroads, or the Judge
of all the earth. Editors come in for the most
censure. They are not permitted to dispose of

editorial courtesies or extend them to others, still

some of them have done so, and now have their

name on this list. It means that they need not

any more apply for railroad favors. It is unfortu-

nate for one to get his name on the "Black List"

of the railroad companies, but it will be found more
unfortunate should our names appear on the
" Black List " kept by the angels above.

We have repeatedly referred to the Turkish

question, but it is probably not known to most of

our readers how England and other nations art

tied,—hand and foot,—so that one cannot move
without the consent of the others. It reminds us

the church being tied to the world at this, that, anc

the other place. The Outlook sums up the situa

tion thus: The Great Powers are bound togethei

by a network of these treaties in a way which ef-

fects a kind of checkmate on the board for any
player who is willing to make an aggressive move.

There is, in the first place, the Triple Alliance be-

tween Germany, Austria and England; there is the

Franco-Russian Alliance; there is an Italian-Rus-

sian Alliance, under the terms of which Italy has

promised Russia that, in the event of any action

taken under the provisions of the Triple Alliance,

she will confine herself to defensive action. It is

believed, also, that a triple agreement has been

reached between Austria, Italy and England, bind-

ing the three Powers to act together in Turkey

in case the English ministry decide to take ag-

gressive action in that quarter. Then there is the

convention between England and Turkey, by the

terms of which England engages, so long as

she continues to occupy Cyprus, to defend the

Sultan's eastern frontier against Russian attack.

There is also a treaty, made on the eve of the Cri-

mean War, by the terms of which England, Aus-

tria and France guarantee the independence and

No. 2.

integrity of the Turkish Empire, This treaty had
been practically forgotten by the public at large,

but Lord Roseberry recently referred to it as if it

were still in existence. There is also said to be a
secret treaty between Russia and Denmark, under
the terms of which, in case of war between Russia
and Germany, Denmark will act as the ally of
Russia. Then there was that secret agreement be-
tween Germany and Russia, the revelation of
which has so recently caused such a commotion
throughout Europe. If any of our readers are in a
network anything like this, we pity them. The man
who has an agreement with his church, another with
his lodge, a third with his worldly business part-

ners, etc., etc., of course can do nothing. When
we consider the Eastern situation we are led to

exclaim, "No wonder the Armenians are left to

suffer!" Then, when we think how some church
members are tied up by worldly considerations, it

is not any wonder that the cause of Christ is also

left to suffer.

A writer in the Independent tells the story of a
dream full of food for thought. The Presiding

Elder of the M. E. Conference relates how too

much money broke up his Conference. A wealthy
layman presented each preacher of that Conference
with stock valued at Sioo.ooo, which would insure

an income of $5,000 dollars a year. When the min-
isters met at Conference they were wonderfully
elated. It was the happiest set of preachers the

elder had ever seen. As suon as the meeting was
opened for business, appropriate resolutions and a

vote of thanks received due attention. After this

it was difficult to get the preachers settled down to

business, They seemed to lack spirituality and
interest. When the time came for the ministers

to hand in their reports for the past year, each
preacher asked for a vacation. One had been over-

worked for years, and needed rest. Another had
an invalid wife who needed his special attention.

Some felt a desire to travel and see a little of this

great world. One had long had a desire to visit

the Bible Lands, and this was his opportunity.

Another one or two thought it mi^ht be good if

they could spend a few months in a milder climate,

and a fine old veteran thought it would be for his

good to attend a Bible school one year. The Pre-

siding Elder was puzzled. He found himself in

charge of a large Conference with not one preacher

to fill the pulpits or go on any of the circuits.

Money had captured all of his preachers. As we
read the story, and pondered it, we wondered what

would be the result, should each of our 2,200 minis-

ters be assured of an annual income of 55.000? We
wondered how many would not at once quit the

mission field! We wondered how many appoint-

ments would be neglected, how many would hie

away to more genial climes, or how many would
find themselves too much otherwise engaged to be

about their Master's businessl Then we wondered

whether our mission funds would be increased!

We wondered so many things that we need not

state. But is not too much money the ruination of

preachers? Does not the Lord get more real, ear-

nest work out of his poor preachers, than out of any

other class? We do not mean by this that the

preacher must bear the ministerial cross alone and
all the church go free, but we do mean, that earnest

preachers, who are not disturbed by wealth, might

be the means of doing much good, if the laity would

only come to the front and help them to bear at

least the temporal part of the burden. After all, it

may be a blessing to the cause for preachers not to

be greatly burdened with wealth.
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THE SILENT LIFE.

We lead two lives,—the outward seeming fair,

And full of smiles which on the surface lie,

The other spent in many a silent prayer.

With thoughts and feelings hidden from the eye.

The weary, weary hours of mental pain,

Unspoken yearnings for the dear ones gone,

The wishes half defined, yet crushed again.

Make up the silent life we lead alone.

And happy visions we may never show,

Gild all this sdent life with sweet romance;

That they will fade like sunset's clouds we know,

Yet life seems sweeter for each stolen glance.

Tbis silent life—we little reck its power

To strengthen us for either good or ill,

—

Whether wc train our thoughts like birds to soar,

Or let them wander whereso'cr they will.

This silent life not those we love may share,

Though day by day we strive to draw them close.

Our secret chamber—none can enter there

Save that One Eye that never seeks repose.

And if beneath that Eye we do not quail,

Though all the world may turn from us aside.

We own a secret power that shall prevail

When every motive of our life is tried.

OLORY TO QOD; QOOD WILL TO MEN.

To Saint and Sinner, from Pole to Pole, from the Ris-

ing to the Setting Sun, Personalty to hlder C. L.

Pfouiz, of Gettysburg, Pa.:—
Love is the Dynamic of Christianity. God is

Love. Christ is its expression. The Cross is its

symbol. Without this, as the essence of our being

and the sum of life, we are so unlike God as to be

forever disqualified for His fellowship.

Love is ever hungry for communion with those of

" like precious faith." The faith that binds us to

Christ, also binds all the saints into a blessed unity.

Nothing cements hearts so closely and sweetly as

the " love of God shed abroad in the heart by the

Holy Ghost."

The afternoon I spent in your home was like a

foretaste of Heaven. That room full of God's elect

seemed the antechamber of the House of many
Mansions. We were "blessed with all spiritual

blessings in heavenly places in Christ." Eph. 1: 3.

The memory of it still lies like a drop of Upper-

Eden honey in my heart. So I feel like sending

you and your family, and all the saints in your com-
munity, a warm Christmas greeting. To-day we
commemorate the glorious, unique nativity of God
in the flesh.

In the birth of Christ we have a common interest.

The love of God gives us a family likeness, and a

family feeling, and a family hope, which is no less

than Christ in us, and Christ the endless evolution

of God. We all cluster around the manger, and
gaze with wonder and adoration upon the Babe in

which Jehovah is enshrined. Every sanctified heart

and lip and life prolongs the angelic anthem, " Glo-
ky to God in the highest, on earth peace, good
WILL TOWAKD MEN." Luke 2\ 14.

This is the faith which we all cherish alike. This
is the faith of which " Jesus is the Author and Fin-
isher." Heb. 12: 2. This is the " faith that gives
us the victory over the world." i John 5: 4. Stand-
ing in this faith, the gates of hell cannot prevail
against us. For this faith we are " earnestly to con-
tend." J-ude 3. God in the flesh; God on the cross;

God bearing our sins; God rending the veil and
opening the way into the Holiest; God saving the
chief of sinners by the sacrifice of Himself; God
taking us into eternal fellowship with Himself: this

is our faith, and it can no more fail to take us to
Heaven than that Jesus is there. Crucified with
Him, risen with Him, living His life, our salvation
is as secure as the Triune God can make it. God
must become a liar, and His throne crumble into

dust, before a believer in Jesus can perish. To
lieve, in the Bible sense, is to accept, appropriate,

embody, exemplify. All other faith is metaphysic-

al and delusive. Faith saves, because it exj

mentally owns Jesus Christ as Prophet, Priest and

KING. He must teach, atone, reign. He has only

two commandments: I John 3: 23. This is Life

Eternal; all beside is its expression. Faith incar-

nates God, and this on'y makes us Christians.

Union Deposit, Pa.

A QOOD PREACHER.

BY ENOCH

inrLiailc t'm"The dumb ass speaking with a m;

madness of the prophet,"—2 Pet. 2: 15.

A good preacher is one whom God has sent, and

he whom God has sent speaks the words of God.

John 3: 34. This even Balaam's ass did. It would

be a blessing to Christianity if this much could be

said of all preachers. The ass had no will or senti-

ment of his own, hence God could speak through

him,—could use him as the clay in the potter's

hand. So should all preachers be: God the preach-

er, man the instrument. Man-made theory should

be left out.

But all good men are liable to make mistakes,

and God records them, as well as their good deeds.

He sends his angels to minister to them, and help

to correct their errors. Heb. 1: 14. Balaam's

principles were all right. If a houseful of gold

had been given to him, he would say nothing, more

or less, than what the Lord said. Num. 22: 18.

See also Rev. 22: 18, 19.

The first time the Lord said, " Don't go; for this

people are blessed," but when Balak sent more
honorable messengers, and tried to bribe Balaam
with very great honor, and whatever he would ask,

he was tempted and made a mistake. He held the

messengers another night, so that he might ask the

Lord again. This time the Lord said, " Go," but

he did not take b«k what he told him the first

time. He simply granted his request. He gave

him what he wanted, and encouraged him further,

by saying, " Go."

That is God's way. If we do not have a love for

the truth, God will send us strong delusions that

finally we believe a lie. 2 Thess 2: n. He did so

to Ahab. I Kings 22: 22 and 2 Chron. 18: 21. Be
deceived, dear reader; " God is not mocked."

Gal. 6: 7.

I knew a zealous professor of religion who
lened the Bible at John 13, and knelt and prayed

God to reveal it to him whether he must wash
e saints' feet. The answer was, " No,"—so he

aims, and he was satisfied. That is mocking
God, and I do not wonder he got a delusive an-

\ Balaam displeased the Lord in going, but

he proved true when he did go. He would not

e Israel, though Balak tried him three times,

just to curse part, if not all.

second mistake is recorded of Balaam, for get-

angry at the ass, and threatening to kill it.

Then the ass began to preach, and reasoned with

the prophet till he, the prophet, felt ashamed, and
repented of his mistakes, and wanted to return.

Then the angel told him to go on, but to be sure to

obey the Word of the Lord. This he finally did.

If the great men of this age were as willing to

correct their mistakes, and revere God's Word, it

would prove a great blessing to church and State.

We learn another important lesson from this cir-

cumstance,—that God does not always use such in-

strumentalities to do his work, and correct the mis-

takes of men, as we might reasonably suppose. It,

doubtless, was very humiliating to the prophet to be
corrected by the ass, before he had seen the angel,

(hence his wrath), but as soon as he discovered

that the ass's speech was the work of God, through
his angel, and that the ass was simply the instru-

ment, he repented.

Good men will always profit by the rebuke when
they see their mistake, no matter what the instru-

mentality may have been. God's way and man's
way are quite different. We do not see alike, gen-

erally. Old Israel never thought of Divid as

king; they had their eye on Saul, but God looks

the heart. They would not send for David to figl

Goliath,—they would have scorned the idea. Tl

Savior was rejected because of his humility,

took miracles to prove to the people that u:

ted fishermen are better qualified for apostl

Jerusalem graduates,—the scribes and Phari:

The Word of the Lord has convincin

victing power. No matter how humbl
the instrumentality employed may be,

Spirit of God speaks through the mai

that essential help (though a graduate) he wou
only be a sounding brass or tinkling cymbal.

" Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God
has just the same truth in it whether uttered by

school boy or the angel Gabriel, a

found so in the day of judgment.

Dear reader, may I ask you whei

Are you following the footsteps of Jesu

why not, since he has done so much for

is uncertain and souls are very prec

makes the thought of judgment very sol

Booth, Kans.

"THE MINISTRATION OF THE SPIRIT."—2 Cor. 3: 8

nd cor

only th

Withoi

nd it will

you stand

is? If nol

BY STOVER.

In Nine Parts.—Part Two.—The Atonement.

" It is expedient for you that I go away."—John 16: 7.

Is some one almost inclined to doubt that

condition could be better for the Lord's pec

than that he should be present with them in th

body? Yet it must be true. He who cano,

has said, " It is expedient for you that I go away.'

Christ opening the eyes of the blind, Christ op

ening the mouths of the dumb, Christ opening th

ears of the deaf, Christ healing the maimed, Chris

cleansing the lepers, Christ confounding the do

tors, Christ raising the dead, to have him in thi

ner with us in the flesh, going about do
good among men, what could be more desirable

than this? What could be more expedient? Ye

e who knows, says, " It is expedient for yoi

go away."

Since it is thus, for the Lord says, " It is

have the happy privilege of casting about a

the deep things of God, if, perchance, we
1 and appreciate this divine arrangement

things. Since it is a divine arrangement, it

have been God's best plan, ages past, in the

)f God, for poor man's own benefit.

Perhaps the most apparent of the benefits a

ng from Christ's departure from the earth, is in hi

death. "Without shedding of blood is no r

." (Heb. 9: 22.) I remember when a boy tha

ndered why there were no offerings on altar

. I thought some of going out on a hill a

making little offerings for myself unto God.

had learned the Old Testament stories, but ha<

not yet appreciated that " the blood of Jesus Chi

his Son, cleanseth us from all sin." ( 1 John 1

:

had not yet appreciated that " even Christ,

passover, is slain for us." (1 Cor. 5:7.)

Had not Christ gone away, the holy relatiot

which the old prophets of God had, with the Spiri

of God, would have been justly doubted. Wha
Id have become of the world's light, if it ha<

turned out to be darkness? What would havi

1 the result, if the central point of all prophecj

had failed to recognize his place? It is expedien

that he should go that the Scripture might be ful

filled.

Had not Christ gone away, where would be th<

orious " church of God, which he hath purchase!

th his own blood" (Acts 20: 23)? If his chos

1 people had been " redeemed with corruptibl<

things, as silver and gold, from their vain conversa

tion, received by tradition from their fathers "
(

Pet. 1: 18), how like the heathen they would be

But now, the expediency of Christ's going away i

manifest, for our redemption is like no other. It i

complete, it is perfect, it is " by the precious blood t,

Christ," (1 Pet, 1; ig.)
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God<
in not pay the d

nly is holy. "If

sinned, we make him a 1

any one thinks that he c;

cepting Christ by faith, :

without accepting his Word

death. (Rom. 6: 23.)

le penalty in this life.

say that we have not
" (1 John 1: 10) If

get along, without ac-

tus sacrifice for sin, or

ne rule of faith

and pract

the right

often off

, let hii consistent, at least, with

5 of three thousand years ago, and

: sacrifice for his sins unto God. Let

him know, also, that it will not amount to anything,

for Christ has fulfilled the law. Without Christ, we

are without anything. Christ is our righteousness.

(2 Cor. 5:21). If Christ had not gone away, our

righteousness were but filthy rags.

But with Christ absent in the flesh, having paid

the price of our own sin, having tasted death for us,

having become the first-fruits of them that slept,

having ascended unto heaven, his chosen people

are the most energetic, the most loving, the most

hopeful, the most liberal, the most self-sacrificing,

the most cheerful, the most happy in the world.

If they are not, they ought to be,—because they are

redeemed by his life-blood.

Bulsar, bid.

FROM THE PACIFIC COAST.

After telling the reader that we are well and

have had a pleasant trip thus far, we go back in our

thoughts to the preparation for the journey.

Although we had thought for some months of

going, yet, when the time drew nigh for starting,

we found much more to do than we had anticipated

at first, and every day since on the way, the incom-

pleteness of our preparations becomes more and

more apparent. Just so in the journey of life,—in

our journey from this to the world of spirits.

Great care should be exercised by the young and

by those in charge of their training, to prepare well

for the active duties of life. Even when this is

done many imperfections will appear as the reali-

ties of life are fully met. The thought will often

come, "Oh! that I had made better use of time

and opportunities for education, and the develop-

ment of true Christian character in the days of my
youth!" This neglect may, in part, be repaired,

but never fully, and should the hour for departure

to the spirit world come without preparation, then

all is lost beyond recovery.

Since leaving home we think of many little

things that should have been done. Some little ef-

fects were left at home that would add to our com-
fort, while we brought with us some things that

have been a constant encumbrance. Thus it is at

the close of life. Unless Christ is our life and
righteousness both in our preparation and journey,

we, too, shall find ourselves wanting and encum-
bered with many things.

The sadness of leaving home and friends was
greatly lessened by the thought of enlarging our

powers for good, and that we were to have the

company and help of our faithful wife. It adds
much to the enjoyment of life to be governed by
pure motives and accompanied by those in whom
we can safely confide. Let us try to take all our
friends with us on the heavenly journey, and seek

readiness for the summons of death in Jesus, our
only help.

The hour of 6: 50 A. M., Nov. 24, was the hour
set for departure, and with a few hasty good-byes
we were aboard the train, rushing on toward Chica-
go, with mingled thoughts of home and the land

beyond the Rockies.

At Chicago we soon completed arrangements for

the trip over the C. B. & Q. R. R., via Kansas City,

Denver, Salt Lake City, and San Francisco, to San
Diego. The day was warm and bright and did not
indicate, in the least, a necessity to go elsewhere
for mild winter. We knew, however, that winter
was coming, and we must meet it or be off. We
all know that the storms and trials of life will

come, whether we are in the vale or on the moun-
tain top, so it is wisdom to take Jesus with us and

then, in their wildest ragings, we may hear his

voice saying, "Peace, be still."

While in Chicago we thought of the few strug-

gling mission workers in the great bee-hive of hu-

man beings, that seem intent on nothing but money
and pleasure. I would like to have met the faith-

ful ones in their mission, but could only pray for

their victory in seeking to plant the true Gospel in

the coming metropolis of America.

At 5: 30 we were on the way to Kansas City,

reaching it at 9: 30 A. M., next day. After two
hours' search for sister Parker's brother, we found
ourselves comfortably seated in his home, at 273
North Seventh Street. Meeting friends among so

many strangers takes away much of the strangeness

one feels when entering a great city. I thought of

the heavenly city, where no strangeness will be
felt, but where we shall know and rejoice, to meet
not only our loved ones, but also those whom we
have never known in the flesh.

Thanksgiving Day, for the most part, was full of

warmth and sunshine. At 1 1 A. M„ the church
bells rang out the call for praise, and we were
found among the worshipers in the Central Chris-

tian church, on the Kansas side. It was a union

service and quite a number of ministers and a good
audience were present. We took the lower seat,

but the pastor's question, " Are you not a minister?
"

made me feel my responsibility and the importance

of letting the Gospel light shine wherever we go.

We accepted a pressing invitation to a higher seat

and an humble part in the service, and while we lis-

tened to an able sermon by Dr. Stevens, Chancellor

of the New University, we thought of our congre-

gation at home, assembled for worship. We were
also impressed with the value of Christian friend-

ship and the importance of manifesting it to all

that meet with us for worship. The speaker em-
phasized the value of Christianity as an element of

success in the individual, the home and the nation,

and, as we pass in review our own beloved land,

with its innumerable blessings, we exclaim with

David, "Oh! that men would praise the Lord for

his goodness, and his wonderful works to the chil-

dren of men." In the evening we attended a

unique gathering in the colored church. Two
things kept us from feeling at home: (1) We were

the only Caucasians present. (I do not say white,

for negroes in Kansas City are all colors,—some so

white that the peculiar features only would tell

their lineage). (2) The service was more of a

bazaar and entertainment to raise money to lift an

eight-thousand dollar debt than a fitting service for

the house of God. We thought of the " money-

changers " and of need, hereafter, of knowing more

about the character of a service before attending.

From the pastor and a learned doctor among them

we learned that there are about 35,000 negroes in

the city. They have their own schools. They
live under equal advantages and make equal prog-

ress as the whites. We were told that the law of

Kansas does not forbid intermarriage with the

whites, and a good many use the liberty which the

law grants. They are mostly Methodists and Bap-

tists in religion and Republican in politics.

Kansas is under Prohibition law, while Missouri

is not, but owing to Kansas City being in both

States, there can be seen but little or no difference

in the effects of the rum power in the two parts of

the city. " Evil communications corrupt good

manners " and good parents find it hard work to

raise good children by the side of bad neighbors.

We are told Kansas is much better in the interior,

—teaching us that we are all safer when far from

the line of evil and that the liquor traffic should be

universally abolished.

Kansas City is noted for sudden changes in tem-

perature. Yesterday we saw persons out without

coat, and to-day, Nov. 27, mercury is below zero,

and we have a most disagreeable wind.

Saturday morning, Nov. 28, we turned our

toward Denver, Colo,, feeling that our short

with friends was for mutual good. More anon

Dos Pahs Colony, Col,

\y

THE FALSE ARMENIAN (?) BISHOP.

I noticed, some time ago, in the Messenger,
that you warned members against giving money to

strangers, especially for the Armenian sufferers,

and recently another article was published relating

to the same subject.

I suppose you referred to a man representing

himself to be an Armenian Bishop, traveling among
the Brethren and collecting funds for the Armeni-
an sufferers. This man (Bishop Kouraki

of Sert, Asia Minor), came to us last sprir

recommendations from several elders in

points of the Brotherhood, where he had preached.

He also stated the amount of collections they had
given him. He asked permission to preach for us,

and solicit funds. We granted his request, as we
supposed him, with the explanations he gave, to be

all right. He preached two sermons for us and
collected §9,20. He was well educated, could

write and talk several languages, and his remarks
were very interesting to us. He gave us much in-

formation about the countries of the East. He was
well versed in the Bible and the teachings of

Christ, and told us many interesting things regard-

ing the early church, the work of the apostles, and
of the Armenian and Greek churches. He seemed
well versed in everything, and we were glad of

meeting him, for we thought we learned much
from him during the three days he was with us.

He told us, on leaving, that he would visit a few

churches yet, and go, by the way of Mt. Morris to

San Francisco, and in four weeks sail for home,
He promised to write us when he landed, and we
have been looking for a letter from him,

Last Sunday my fellow minister paid a visit to

some friends living some distance east of us, and,

on his arrival there, learned that an Armenian
Bishop was to preach in that vicinity. He went

to hear him and found him to be our old friend,

whom we supposed to be in Armenia, feeding the

hungry with the provisions purchased with our

money. He had changed his dress, his beard and

name, but his voice was at once recognized by the

brother. After the meeting our brother went up

and spoke to him. He was also recognized by the

Armenian (?), who, when questioned, could not

help himself, but left immediately. He went away

from that vicinity with an appointment unfilled.

The next morning a Methodist minister, whose pul-

pit he had filled and congregation duped, started

after him to arrest him, but could not find him.

We learned that, after visiting many Brethren

churches in the East, he turned Lutheran and was

preaching for them, when he so suddenly turned up

among us the second time, not knowing that he

was so near his first field of work. When he was

with us he told us the Armenian church was just

like the Brethren church in its practices, and he

seemed glad to find a people in this country who
worshiped as they did. He would not go among
the "sprinkling people." He called them false

teachers and hypocrites, but in his last trip he was

preaching among the Lutheran people, and telling

them that the Armenians are all Lutherans. So

he has proved to be an impostor, and as such you

may publish him to the Brotherhood.

Everett, Pa.

We are not in favor of devoting much space to

exposing impostors, for there are too many of

them. We give the above to impress on the

minds of our readers what we have before said,

that they should not trust strangers with money.

They may be fed, clothed or lodged, but if they

want money let them work for it. We were just a

little astonished the way some of our people per-

mitted themselves to be deceived by this man.

We hope the lesson will last for the next fifty

years. Whenever you have money to send to suf-

ferers, like the Armenians, write us, and we can

refer you to reliable parties, as we have been do-

ing heretofore,—Ep,
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FAITH AND WORKS.

Justification by faith is virtually a Bible doc-

trine, and is generally accepted as such by the

Christian world, hence Satan, with a little perver-

sion, uses this Bible truth to draw the truth-seeker

away from the path of light and life.

As I hear the oft-repeated phrase, "justification

by faith." 1 ask, " Now by faith?" Generally I get

the answer, " Faith in Christ's atonement, and prom-

ise of salvation unto all them that will believe."

But what about Christ's humble example and pre-

cepts? A noted divine (so-called) answers, " There

is no work to do." Surely there is no work that we

can do to merit salvation,—else might the hypocrite

be justified.

Salvation is merited for us by Christ, who is our

life. Col. 3: 4. Not the "meriting" of salvation,

but the living of the Christ-life, through faith, is

our business. Hence we must apprehend and re-

ceive the Christ-life through faith— faith unto justi-

fication. Right here is the diverging point. Here

Satan places his bait. There is no work to do.

Our works are optional. Works can hold no claim

upon a justifying faiih. Works are only for an eth-

ical and moral purpose, and are no part of Christ's

righteousness. The sou's that are thus drawn away
from the truth, God only can number.

A lady at a religious revival was warmly entreat-

ed to only believe and be saved. She asked, " Be-

lieve what?" That is the pertinent question which

should thrill every nerve and fiber of our spiritual

being. No greater question can we ask ourselves

than this, Believe what? What are we believing?

Is our faith unto justification? The devils also be-

lieve and tremble. James 2: iq. Will faith, only,

in Christ's promises,— his atonement and resurrec-

tion,— justify? "This is the work of God, that ye
believe on him whom he hath sent." John 6: 29.

Will we say to the Father in heaven, " You have
sent too much; we believe in the promises and good
works done for us, but please excuse us from those

he left for us to do"?

How readest thou? " For we are his workman-
ship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works."
F,ph. 2: io. To claim to be justified,—created in

Christ unto good works, and yet have no faith in

the works, is a very perplexing and awkward posi-

tion, indeed. We are creatures of faith,—we act

from faith. When left to choice, faith is the mov-
ing cause of our actions. Without faith we can on-
ly act in the capacity of a slave. With a fervent
faith comes free will,— heart-tilt and loving service.

"Without faith it is impossible to please God."
lleb. u; 6. Faith unto justification and being cre-

ated in Christ unto good works, makes faith in the
works an absolute necessity,— not faith in our works,
but faith in the good works instituted and enjoined
upon us by Christ.

Faith in the works prompts us to be careful to
maintain good works. Without faith in the works
we will be turning back to the weak and beggarly
elements of the world, desiring again to be in bond-
age unto them. Gal. 4:9. Without faith we will

constantly need the goad of church discipline to
keep us in the bounds of church decorum. "Let
your light so shine before men that they may see
your good works." Matt. 5: 16.

A justifying faith will never give us a divided
Christ. The good works left for us to do are a part
of Christ,— a part of his righteousness, not our
righteousness,—and in their characteristics they are
similar to, and a counterpart of, the good works
wrought for us in our redemption. The good works
wrought for us are the merit of our salvation. The
good works enjoined upon us serve to mould and
assimilate our lives into the Christ-life. Through
faith in the latter, as well as the former, we stand
justified in the righteousness of an undivided Christ,
who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us
from all iniquity and purify unto himself a peculiar
people, zealous of good works. Titus 2: 14. Then
we will be justified, purified, absolutely perfect
through faith in Christ's righteousness,—not our

righteousness. We will be a peculiar people, st

ing after, persevering in, zealous of, but not perfect

in good works, " For all have sinned and come

short of the glory of God." Rom. 3: 23. Here we

comprehend mercy. Though we come short of the

glory of God, the Christ-life, his righteous mercy, is

equal to the occasion. Though we stumble and

fall, with our faith fixed in him, our cries unto him,

his righteousness extends the hand of mercy to re-

ceive us. To ignore and exclude from our faith

that part of his righteousness that speaks to us in

examples, precepts and ordinances, is virtually di-

viding Christ. It is antagonistic to the Christ-life.

It is a dead, barren, unfruitful faith. " Even so

faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone."

James 2: 17. "And ye have not his word abiding

in you, for whom he hath sent him ye believe not."

West Cairo, Ohio.

REMARKABLE DISCOVERIES IN BABYLON.

The Scientific American copies from the London

News the following account of the great success

which has attended the work of the American ex-

plorers under the direction of Dr. Peters and Prof.

Hilprecht in Babylon. It will be read with interest.

The dates are, however, entirely out of line with

the commonly-accepted idea of the age of civilized

man. These remain to be adjusted, and all Bible

students stand ready to accept such dates as may
be sustained by proper evidence. We await still

further proof on that particular phase of the ques-

tion:

•The d:

have been

certain to

dition ha; for

de by two expeditions that

1 working in Babylonia are

al interest. A French expe-

:ime, been at work at Telo.

and has been remarkably successful. But the

American expedition lias produced even more re-

markable results. The firman, authorizing the

Americans to explore the mound of Nippur, or

Niffur, was granted eight years ago. It was at

Nippur where Sir Henry, then Mr. Layard, nearly

lost his life from the attacks of the Arabs. The
University of Pennsylvania undertook an expedi-

tion at its own expense, and the Rev. Dr. Peters, an

Episcopal clergyman, now in charge of a church in

New York, was placed at the head of an exploring

party intended to excavate at Nippur. He was
ded by Mr. Haines, a young man who had been a

tutor in Robert College, and who still continues

nnected with the explorations. At present the

head of the expedition is Prof. Hilprecht, an

:rican, who occupies a foremost place in every-

thing relating to Babylonian archaeology. Upon
im has devolved the task of classifying and de-

phering the enormous number of inscriptions

hich have been found at Nippur. The labor of

piecing together the thousands of fragments of

vases and other objects, and of deciphering the in-

scriptions upon them, has, during the last winter,

nearly cost him his eyesight. Happily, he is now
recovering, and is, at present, in Constantinople,

arranging and classifying the inscriptions and
objects of priceless value, which, under the con-

ditions of the firman, become the property of

the Imperial Museum.
" Prof Hilprecht informed me that it will be

years before the Pennsylvania University will be
able to publish all the inscriptions which have been
deciphered, but the publication has already begun
and gives promise of a rich harvest. The first and
most notable result of the excavations is that the
history of the Babylonian people, as recorded in

cuneiform writing on tablets, is carried back at

least 2,250 years further than it had yet been
known. In other words, there is now abundant
written evidence that the Babylonian people exist-

ed and were civilized enough to be able to write at

least 7,000 years before Christ.

"In conversation with the professor, who, in all

matters of archeology, is cautious, I asked whether
he could say that the written records did not go
further back. He replied that, in his judgment,
they probably went back as far as 8,ooo years B. C,

but that, in his published records, he was unwilling

to print anything which could not be amply borne

out by evidence. To have pushed back written

history at one stroke by 2,250 years is, however,

enough to make a reputation. In reply to my in-

quiry how it happened that his predecessor had not

found the many objects belonging to this early

period, he explained that Dr. Peters, to whom he

attributed great credit for the manner in which he

had opened out the great mound at Nippur, had

worked down to a certain floor or platform, which

he and others had taken to be the ground level of

the ancient city. One of the party, however, sug-

gested that this level should be penetrated, and
d'gg'ng continued until rock or virgin soil was
reached. This suggestion was adopted, and to the

delight of all concerned, it was found that what had
been taken for the level of the ancient city, was
only the level of a comparatively modern city, built

rthe :of : olde

"The excavations above the level, or platform,

had gone through thirty-six feet of debris. They
were now continued to a depth of thirty feet below

it. The excavations above the platform discovered

remains which covered a period of 4,000 years of

Babylonian history. Below the platform to the

virgin soil was an accumulation of drains, preserved

and broken pottery, and various other objects of

interest. Twenty-three feet below the platform

Mr. Haines came upon the most ancient keystone

arch known, an arch which Prof. Hilprecht thinks

cannot be later than 5000 B. C,

"Last summer Mr. Haines, who has spent the

last three years in continuous work at Nippur, ex-

cavated the lower part of the marvelous wall of the

city. Its foundations were found to be sixteen feet

below the level of the desert; the wall itself was
seventeen feet high and forty-five feet wide. Upon
the top of this wall was another of unknown height,

se walls were built of bricks twenty inches

ire—probably the largest bricks ever used.

The most valuable finds, however, were the inscrip-

s upon broken vases, bricks, tablets and other

objects, and from these it is confidently predicted

by Prof. Hilprecht that a continuous history of

Babylonism will be able to be written.

"Among the recent finds of the French expedi-

tion which has been and is still working at Telo,

are a number of dated cuneiform tablets of Sargon
I, and of his son, Naram-Sin. These have now
reached Constantinople, and within the last two
months have been submitted to the examination of

M. Hauzy, director of the Museum of the Louvre,

and of Prof. Hilprecht, who has been retained by
the Turkish Government to decipher and classify

the objects found by both expeditions. By this

important find all questions as to the mythical
haracter of Sargon are put an end to, and he is

hown to have been a real person. The contents of

he so-called Oman tablet are definitely decided to

be historical and not mythical. One of the new
tablets speaks of ' the year when Sargon marched
against Palestine' (Martu). This was 3800 B. C.

"Even were no other finds to be made, the in-

scriptions gathered by the two expeditions will add
largely to the knowledge possessed of the history

and civilization of Babylonia. The truth is, how-
ever, that there is every reason to suppose that

there exists an untold store of archaeological riches

buried along the shores of the Euphrates and
Tigris. Books on the subject, which were up to

date three years ago, already require revision, and
there is reason to believe that the efforts which the

Americans and the French are making in a field

first opened by Layard will be amply rewarded."

THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH.

"The mission of the church is soul-saving, not creed-mak-
ing."— C. H. Balsbaugh.

To gain numbers is the desire of people in any
organization, and it should be the desire of every
Christian, to see the many, who are in the cold,
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dark world, come to Christ, but I fear there is

more creed-making, sometimes, than real Christ-

teaching.

We want numbers; and we should use every legal

effort to get them, but strength does not lie in

numbers as much as it does in those who have their

hearts and heads full of what they have received

from the Heavenly Teacher, if there be onlythe
number of " two or three."

We do not simply want numbers in the church,

but we want to make every convert a disciple of

Jesus.

We should not have a desire for the mere fact of

having numbers, but also endeavor to have the

soldiers, already in the ranks, well drilled.

Soldiers should have a regular daily drill, and
when we are being drilled, we should be sure that

Jesus is our Captain, that he leads the battle, and
that we obey at his command.

It is the light that we should reflect,—that is one
of God's means of saving the sinner.

If every one who makes a Christian profession,

would show forth the life of Christ in his living, the

numbers would come in God's own way. We need

not stand and pull and beg the worldling to come
to Jesus, but we should always show kindness in

the likeness of "the good Samaritan," not only

when a revival is going on, but let our kind words
and deeds become our second nature. Let the

light of Christ shine out, and the darkness will van-

ish away.

The soldier of the cross, when he puts "on the

whole armor of God," will never be well qualified

for battle, unless he gets into the fight. Persons

who are in the conflict, in good earnest, are always

I frequently hear church members say, " I have
nothing to do." We find that those who come to

this conclusion have not made much effort in the

fight,—"the good fight " that keeps our bodies in

subjection, for when we get our own bodies in com-
plete subjection, we have conquered the world

Jesus said, " Blessed are the meek, for they shall

inherit the earth." It is then we are " rooted and
grounded in love." Eph. 3: 17. It is then we are

dead to sin, and our lives are " hid with Christ in

God." Col. 3:3.

I have seen persons very much pleased with a

noisy sermon, but, upon being asked for a good
point that was made, they would be as silent as the

tomb.

It seems it is natural for some people to like to

have their ears tickled with something brilliant. I

have seen numbers brought to a high stage of ex-

citement in order that they might make a pro-

fession, but they only rose with the tide. When
the tide retreated they lay on the sandy beach
without life or energy.

The best sermon, I think, I ever heard was deliv-

ered so carefully that most of it could have been

written out by an ordinary penman, but it was so

full of good things that it seemed to me the breath-

ings of the Spirit filled the whole house.

We want more sound teaching, and fewer at-

tempts at display. We want something that can be

remembered and that will feed the soul. We want
less creed-making and more soul-saving.

When we fish for souls, let us bait our hooks with

crumbs of Heavenly Bread, and instruct the con-

verts to draw freely from the fountain of inex-

haustible life.

Sangerville, Va,

A FREE GOSPEL.

[In a personal letter, a young minister, and the son of a
minister, writes some things that will make interesting read-

ing, Concerning the "free Gospel," we quote the following

from his letter.

—

Ed.1

The atonement and the graces of God are free to

man. He receives them from God and God's min-
isters, without money and without price. "A free

Gospel," as used by most writers, means a free

ministry of this free Gospel. The power and the
ability to deliver this free Gospel are not given
freely, but are obtained ont} oy the minister giving

his valuable time, hard labor, study, and, in too
many cases, his money to buy books, etc. A min-
ister may have carried the Gospel to hungry, per-

ishing souls without any cost to his own church or

to the ones who were recipients of God's graces

through his labors, but, in too many instances, it

was done at a fearful cost to the minister's wife and
family.

There is no such a thing as a " free Gospel " in

the sense it is generally used. Every well-prepared
sermon that is preached costs somebody something.

The "sacrifices made" is but another name for

cost. The great question is, "Who should foot the

bill— the church or the minister's family?" So
far, it has been the minister and his family. A
grand and noble work has been accomplished, but

we all know that the work needed to be done to-

day is entirely too great for the minister, unaided,

and one of the great hindrances in the way of the

church doing its part is the " free Gospel teaching"
that is done.

There are hundreds of thickly-populated Counties

in these United States in which the pure, simple

Gospel has never been preached. Why? Our
ministers have not the time to spare to take the

"free Gospel" to them. I believe that God has

blessed his people with the means to send his min-

isters with the glad tidings to every perishing soul,

God may give the self-sacrificing minister an extra

blessing, but I very much doubt if he will receive a

blessing if he has, in any way, discouraged the

members from giving the means with which God
has blessed them, for this very purpose. I fear

that the wealth in the Brotherhood that should be

used to the glory of God is used in a way that is

proving the ruin of their children's souls,— if not

their own,— through wrong teaching.

There is a great woik to do. It is the church 1

work, too. Think for a moment! What right has

a wealthy church to select two or three of its m
bers and require of them to bear the whole burden

and expense of this great work! The minister ha:

as much right to this world's goods as any lay

member, and I cannot see by what right the churcli

asks its ministers to take the time and money that

rightly belong to his family and to give it to the

church. There is a great wrong somewhere. I do

not believe in a salaried ministry,— there is evil

connected with it,—but I do want to see the church

aroused to a sense of the responsibility it has in

this great work. Instead of the "free Gospel"

idea, let it say to its ministers, " Over there are

souls perishing; take to them the Bread of Life.

We will see that your family is provided for." To

the younger ministers let the church say, "We will

help you to prepare for the work." The Holy

Spirit that brings things to our remembrance is

free, but the knowledge we obtain is gotten at a

cost.

A CHEERFUL FACE.

Next to the sunlight of heaven is the cheerful

face. There is no mistaking it. The bright eye,

the unclouded brow, the sunny smile, all tell of that

which dwells within. Who has not felt its electri-

fying influence? One glance at this face lifts us

out of the mists and shadows into the beautiful

realms of hope. One cheerful face in the house-

hold will keep everything warm and light within.

It may be a very plain face, but there is something

in it we feel, but cannot express, and its cheery

smile sends the blood dancing through the veins for

very joy. There is a world of blessed magic in the

plain, cheerful face, and we would not exchange it

for all the soulless beauty that ever graced the fair-

est form on earth.

—

Ex.

^THE + SUNDAY + SCHOOLS

LESSON L1QHT-FLASHES.

The Multitude Converted—Acts 2: 32-47.

(Lesson for Jan. 17, 1897.)

This lesson follows close after the one of last

Sunday, and is the result of the outpouring of the

Holy Spirit. From it we learn, first, how little we

can do of ourselves and how much can be done
through us by the Holy Spirit.

This multitude was unsaved,—they needed salva-

tion, the very thing which Christ came into the

world to bring about. This was the commission
given to the disciples, "Go, preach the gospel to

every creature." Here was an opportunity of do-
ing that which they had been waiting to do, but

were not able to do of themselves. These men had
been fighting against better light and knowledge,
but they could not see it. It was the influence of

the Holy Spirit that the disciples needed, that they
might be able, in boldness, to preach the Gospel.

It was the outpouring of the Holy Spirit that these

people needed, that their hearts might be opened
to a reception of the Truth. The Spirit being pres-

ent, the disciples preached with power and the

people heard to conviction. Their hearts were
pricked and pierced so that conviction and con-

version followed. Their minds and hearts were
changed. They now turned their feet from the

paths of sin to the sure testimonies of the Lord.

People are always facing the things they want to

do, so that, when these people turned their eyes

and faces about, they were ready to do the duties

before them. Therefore the cry was, "Men and
brethren, what must we do? " The answer was not

only pointed, but conclusive, " Repent, and be bap-

tized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ

for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the

gift of the Holy Ghost." They were now ready to

receive the seal of sonship, and thus to be made
heirs of the new kingdom. Many of them, no

doubt, had already received this seal, having been

baptized by John's baptism, and needing now only

a fuller conversion, that they might recognize the

King of the kingdom into which they had been

baptized. The others, who had not received John's

baptism, were baptized at this time and that day

" were added unto them about three thousand

This was a great refreshing time from the pres-

ence of the Lord, and the question is often asked:

Why not have more of these seasons of conver-

sions and adding to the church? What is the les-

son?

We must have men who feel the importance of

their mission,—men called of God and waiting for

the needed power. This power can come only to

consecrated hearts, whose souls are burning for the

salvation of souls. Unconcerned and half-hearted

souls never accomplish much in anything. The men
who have always moved the world are the men who
moved themselves,—men who had a purpose and a

" one thing " determination. This kind of me
utilize all the forces at their command, and thus

power is formed that is both active and overcon

ing. This kind of men and women, in the Master

work, will gladly open themselves to the power

that aids in the work of convicting and converting.

2, Another need is the Holy Spirit. The men
waited because the time had not yet come for the

power to be displayed. They were to be made to

feel the need and how little they could do until

this need was supplied. We need this help just as

much and can do as little without it. But this les-

son was then given once for all, and all that is nec-

essary for us now, to get it, is to be worthy of it

and feel the need. It is freely offered to those who

3. Another need is for us to make use of the op-

portunities. To these men the time had come be-

cause the opportunities were there. The multitude

of the unsaved were present. They went to work,

with the result as named. For us the acceptable

time is always here. All around us, everywhere,

are the unsaved, and the mission to us is, " Go work

in my vineyard, preach, teach, and call men and

women to repentance." The feast is prepared and

ready, and the guests are to be invited and we are

to do it. Let each one of us feel that the call is to

us as individuals, and that, unless we do it, many

will remain uncalled and be left to perish. If we

could all feel that the salvation of souls depends on

individual effort, we would have greater awakenings

and more Pentecostal seasons. h. b. b.
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-THE YOUNQ PEOPLE-

OUR MISSIONARY READING CIRCLE.

Course of Reading.

ready to he

Friiitdate, Ala.

. J. M Ndt. Ftultda]

A SKY FOR WINUS.

A SKV for wings, and wings for the sky,-

Sonring songs in the sunny morn,
Homeward flights in the fragrant even

CIRCLE NOTES.

Below we give another list of

601, Geo. M. Lawver, Wade, Kans ; 602, M. G,
Sanger, Sangersvillc, Va.; 603, Miss Minnie Evans,
liij' N. Queen St., Lancaster, Pa.; 604, Jacob S
Zigter, Biidgewatcr, Va.; 605, Mrs. Susan Harrison,
Johnstown, Pa.; 606, Mary C. Miller, Johnstown,
Pa.; 607, Jennie S. Brower, South Knglish, Iowa;
608, J. H. Flory, South Knglish. Iowa; 609, Birda
Niningcr, Daleville, Va.; 610, Kdgar D. Nininger,
Dalevillc, Va.;6tt, Mamie Fellers, Daleville, Va.;
612, Louis Foss, Lagrange, N. C; 613, J. W. Cline,
2610 Lehigh Ave., Philadelphia, Pa.; 614, Miss
Kittie Hursh, Wabash, Ind., Box 729.

Three more readers have completed the course,
namely, Miss M. Alice Mumma, Sharpsburg, Md.;
Miss Bertha Fahrney, Waynesboro, Pa., and Mrs.
Mattie Boggs, Fruitdale, Ala.

We now have

to make to those who will do a little work for the
Circle. We have arranged for the purchase of a
number of copies of the Gospel of Mark, printed in
Gujerati, the language now spoken by our mission-
aries in India. One copy of this curious little
book, which will be highly prized by many, as a
souvenir and a memento, will be mailed direct
from India to you upon the following conditions'
If you are a member of the Circle, secure one new
member, have Promise Card signed and send it

together with the fee (20 cents) to our Secretary!
and you will receive the book. The Circle will pay
Bro. Stover for these books, and he will mail them
direct to you. No one, not a Circle reader can in
any way get one of these books except he first join
the Circle himself and then secure another mem-
ber. And no one person is entitled to more than
one book on these conditions.

A few articles have been received for this de-
partment of the Messenger in response to our
call, and others are promised. We also have a
number of letters in our possession, extracts from
which would make interesting reading. We hope
to find time soon to put the good matter they con-
tain in shape for our readers. Articles from Bro
Jas. Z. Gilbert, of Belleville, Kans., and Bro. John
R. Snyder, of Bellefontaine, Ohio, will probably

UNSELFISH LOVE REWARDED.

JAS,

;the

foste

any lessons which might be gath-

ered from the life of Moffatt, this one of unselfish

love stands prominent in many instances.

This noticeable characteristic is found in the in-

cident recorded on page 69, when he visited the

Livingstone mission, and found it occupied and
conducted by a Hanoverian Society. On this oc-

casion his heart was sad, since the work he had
d there had been undone, but he wished the

:w men well, and left one of his most efficient

Drkers from the Kuruman to aid them.
Analyze this act:

1. Rightful honor unclaimed.

2. He establishment not desired.

3. True worth recognized.

4. Another preferred.

5. Another congratulated.

6. Another aided.

7. The unselfish crowned.

1. Claim not, where found by another, the fading

flower, though plucked by thine own hand.

2. Desire not, upon another's foundation, to build

thy structure, for in due time God will gloriously

grant thee to build upon his own.

3. If thy brother doeth well, why not tell him
so? Why wait to strew the flowers upon the
graves of the dead?

4. The recognition of true worth in others places
the observer in a most favorable position to make
his own character as true and pure as his ideal, for

"as he thinketh in his heart, so is he."

5. " In honor preferring one another."

6. A few dollars in the hands of God's faithful

servants are worth more than many in the pocket
of a selfish man. " Every man according as he
purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudg-
ingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful
giver."

7. It is difficult for us to labor and to wait when
the crown for which we strive is seemingly placed
upon another's brow, yet faithfulness waits and un-
selfishness crowns others in his efforts. As Haw-
thorne's boy, who watched the beautiful face of the
"Old Man of the Mount," until he himself, becom-
ing aged, was announced by the community around
as the fulfillment of that prophetic countenance,
so unselfishness is crowned as the ideal of the age.

Belleville, Kans.

SONGS IN THE NIQHT.

e,— let the person be
sick or well—there

f darkest night. It is

ty, that perfect com-
nlessness and perfec-

ts earth-life. It is a

not endure extended

Nonsuch Pro-

that there is

'here is noth-

Ovek every human creatur

young or old, rich or poor,

hangs, at times, the shadow o

true, in the nature of humani
fort, complete happiness, si

tion are not attainable in tl

fact that human strength can not ei

seasons of deepest grief, or sorrow,

keep a well-balanced mind. The
fessor" says that nature teaches u

nothing permanent that is violent,

ing constant but what is pleasant.

While this wise and grateful provision is made
by God, there are also rifts in the darkest clouds
of night, through which we may catch gleams of
comfort, of encouragement, of hope, from the Sun
of Righteousness, if we will but turn to see them.
When I was a child of eleven years, my sainted

mother was called to her reward. Friends were
present when her spirit passed from earth. The
scene was new and strange and terrible to me. We
children were put to bed, and kind neighbors gath-
ered to sit till morning with the dead. Far in the
night I woke from sleep. I was bewildered.
Strangers were in other beds in the room. It came

it my mother was dead. Such a

Listening, I heard these strain

er forget, floating up from the r

Oh, when shall / see Jesus?

And if you meet with troubles

And trials on your way.

Then cast your care on Jesus

And do: pray.

Oh, do not be discouraged

For Jesus is your friend.

It seemed to me as if the angels were singing, and
singing to me, and the influence of that song and
its spirit helped and cheered me at that time, and
it has lightened the burden of my life many times
since then.

God is no less wise in little than in great things.

Those who sang this song were all unconscious
even of my hearing it. So I believe that God of-

ten sends his Spirit with the acts we try to perform
in his name. "So shall my word be that goeth
forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me
void, but it shall accomplish that which I please,

and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I send it."

Isa. 55: 11. In this manner, I believe, we can ac-

count for many things which seem to be (and are)
" special providences."

Many times, in later ye
sweet, pathetic, heaven-v

and while at the time my
their tender pathos, they

weight of encouragement ;

me long after the singer has forgotte

Dear reader, every day there are hearts burdened
with sorrow, or trial, or disappointment, or afflic-

s, have come to me these

ced songs in the night,

aul is overwhelmed with

nd che helps

tion, or sin, whose sun o

Can you not sing them a lit

look about you and, as j

mother, whose drunken h

courage is darkened,

; song? Will you not

u see the struggling

band has turned
hopeful day into despairing night, the poverty-
visited families, the discouraged brother or sister,

offer to all such, not only songs and words of en-
couragement, but also material gifts and the help-
fulness of your physical, mental and religious
strength? Lay hold both of the common oppor-
tunities which are in reach and snatch those, also,

which are passing you but once in your life-time.

We are so apt to " pass by on the other side
"

when those whose station is more lowly than ours
are suffering for lack of even physical help, while
the morally-degraded are even less pitied by our
uncharitable hearts, and those who are without
God and without hope in the world are too often
left to remain hungry, and poor, and naked, because

lack of love to God. " Let this mind be in

you which was also in Christ Jesus." " He came
ot to call the righteous, but sinners to repent-

ance," "to bind the broken-hearted" "to preach
the Gospel to the poor."

And now we hear the sweetest song that mortal
ears have ever heard. "The whole world was lost
in the darkness of sin," and this song came in that
night-time; it was listened to with fear and awe by
the humble shepherds on the hills of Judea, but it

heralded the birth of the Savior of the world. Oh,
what joy to those who believed! "Glory to God
in the highest, on earth peace, good will toward
men!" Oh what joy to all those who have since
been made partakers of the Heavenly Gift!

" It came upon the midnight clear

That glorious song of old,

From angels bending near the earth
To touch their harps of gold;

' On earth be peace, good-will to men
From God's all grz

The earth in soleu tillness lay
To hear the angels sing.

Oh, ye, beneath life's crushing load,
Whose forms are bending low.

Who toil along the climbing way
With painful steps arid slow;

Look up! for glad and golden hours
Come swiftly on the wing,

Ob, rest beside the weary road
And hear the angels sing."

Knoxville, Ark,
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jTTO 1'OJt THE YEAR. — "Upon the first

,/the week let every one of you layby him in

as God hath prospered him."— 1 Cor. 10: 2.

TIBIIE GOSPEL MESSENGER.

Then some people who pray the Lord's Prayer

loudly and often, and repeat with great solemnity

that part, "Thy kingdom come, thy will be done

in earth as it is in heaven," have taken hold of that

false philosophy, wholly untenable both from reason

and revelation, that the heathen ought to be left

alone in his darkness, for he stands a better chance

of salvation in that condition than he will if he

knows of Christ. They forget the unchangeable

word of Christ that by no other name under heaven

shall men be saved except by the name of the Lord

Jesus Christ.

No one in the judgment will regret that he was

n instrument in God's hands, of saving some souls

or Christ; but he may regret that he neglected to

many who were within his effort.

The Secretary of a certain District Mission Board

-rites that the churches in his District are indiffer-

it to mission work in their own District, and care

uch less about what is being done in foreign fields.

Though the churches have been urged, time and

, to support even the District work, they do

tactically nothing.

h it

The Secretary of another District Board writ

of the ministers preach missionary ser-

ins, either because they do riot want to be un-

ipular in their congregations, or because they

:k interest in the great cause, and the contribu-

>ns will come far short in the carrying out of

eir limited plans for the year. They will have to

11 on the General Board for help.

For the most part Christians who take to such a

pernicious doctrine concerning the heathen, are

themselves serving Christ, not because they love

him, but because they fear eternal condemnation.

Such a service, is selfish, and easily explains why
they are not interested in revealing Christ to oth-

ers. They look upon their hearing of Christ as a

misfortune in life, and now accept him as the least

of two evils in this world, with a c(

that their selfish and slavish ser\

them eternal life. Theirs

servitude and bondage.

not lo

•ing of hopt

life, but

thisother illustration of indifferei

work of the church is seen in the following: Last

fuly the General Board sent a special letter to

each District Board, offering free, twenty-five sub-

icriptions to the Gospel Messenger for their

ise in their mission fields. All that the District

Boards needed to do was to send in the list of

ss. Some responded immediately, others later,

a number have not sent in their entire list to

ie above instances are given to show that,

; there is commendable progress in some di-

rections, there is still a great lack of push and ear-

estness, even among those who should be lead-

rs, — who have been appointed leaders for the

hurch. While the larger portion of the church is

oing something in missions, the portion that is

doing nothing is far too great yet to-day.. To
cen this indifferent portion who shut their

and ears to this work, is one of the great

tions before the several boards.

that m
goodn

for,

)U5 causes are back of this indifference just

Possibly a consideration of some of th

of advantage, for it is hardly conceivable

n and women,—who see enough of Christ's

»s, and appreciate his sacrifice sufficiently,

: them to embrace Christianity,—would sit

nowingly and voluntarily and let others suf-

luse they know not Christ. At least one

sure, that the professor that does not pur-

1 a course has not the spirit of Christ, no

low much he may have had it in times be-

vho not taking

ok upon it as world-

s anything new and,

if any good

and he

hile

iere are others

n missions because they 1

ly. Their idea of worldliness is

without stopping to investigate a

is to come from a movement, it

on its own merits, but because it

of the world and worldly. Of all mankind, tho;

are the most pitiable who are afraid to investigat

for fear they will find their position wrong,

a thing to rejoice over with a holy joy that,

Sunday schools, prayer meetings, and m
have been branded as worldly, they

ing the prejudice, and that the Brotherhood is

ing that all of them, properly conducted, a

means of building up the Master's cause, at h<

and abroad.

Then there are many who would do something

for the Master's cause, but because they cannot do

some great thing they will not do an> thing. If

they could give Sioo or S300 to mission work they

would gladly give it; but they cannot and so they

will not give the small amount that is within their

power. Such, again, have the wrong idea of their

relation to God and his work. The earth is the

Lord's and the fullness thereof. He lacks not for

means to accomplish his purposes if he chooses;

but he desires that those who receive the good

Word within their own heart might show their

appreciation by giving it to others,—not so much

for the good that it does others, but the good that

it does the giver. Is it not written that it is more

blessed to give than to receive? What a vast ar-

y of professors are missing the choicest of God's

essings because they are not willing to give,—give

1 others the Bread of Eternal Life!

WHAT COULD BE ACCOMPLISHED BY SYSTEM.

A successful business man employs system to

meet his obligations. Why not, for the year 1897,

use system in meeting our obligations to the Lord,

and the advancement of his cause, on the follow-

ing plan:

Estimating that there are 10,000 farmers in the

Brotherhood, let each donate the net proceeds ef

one acre, which, at a low estimate, would be S5.00,

Thus the proceeds of 10,000 acres would amount to

$50,000.

Let 5,000 sisters donate the proceeds of one set-

ting of eggs, and in four months, at S2.00 each, the

5,000 broods would sell for Sio.ooo.

Let 5,000 sisters donate the price of Sunday

eggs; six eggs each Sunday, at 10 cents per dozen,

would amount to £13,000.

Let 5,000 members, who work for wages, donate

25 cents per month, or S3.00 per year and it will

reach S15 000.

Supposing 100 members, who have money on in-

terest, donate the interest at six per cent, on Si.OOO,

we will have SS.ooo; 200 donate interest on £500,

we would have S6,ooo; 400 donate interest on S250,

we would have S6,ooo; 1,000 donate interest on Sioo

we would have S6.000.

The enormous sum, thus contributed, would be

Si 12,000. The estimate is made for less than

half of the members of our Brotherhood, allowing

that one-half have no incoi

The income by States, a;

Meeting, was only $13 75.

of last Annual Meeting is

suit of five missions, the

On mportant cause for indifference

found in the great lack of km
the world needing a Savior. They have

ouch with the fact that the:

lions who have not heard that there w;

1 Savior in the world. Information o:

not come under their notice and 1

led their special attention to the wi

mankind away from God. They
vague ideas of the heathen, and considei

not worth any effort of Christianity, because

civilized,—not so much as knowing

etchedness

have only

that they

that many heathen ;

highly civilized.

from a worldly standpoint,

On the other hand, when it is remembered that

Christ made the first and greatest missionary jour-

ney in coming from heaven to earth, that his sac-

rifice of heavenly bliss and comfort was greater

than any of his children are called upon to make,

even if they leave their friends and relatives and go

to the corners of the earth; that the price of re-

demption was paid not for a handful of humanity,

but that it was for "the world" God sent his only

Son; that those, who have not had the opportunity

of salvation through Christ, are as precious in his

sight as the most cultured and refined Christian on

earth, as far as souls are concerned; that it has

pleased God to place this great work in the hands of

his children here on earth, giving as his last com-

mand, " Go ye into all the world;" that men can

not believe on him of whom they have not heard,

and cannot hear of him unless some one is sent,—

when all this is remembered, who can be indiffer-

ent to the high calling to which he is called in

Christ Jesus our Lord?

ne whatever,

reported at last Annual

On page 6 of Minutes

a table showing the rc-

expense of which was

Si, 6,10 (dropping fractions). An average of eight

were baptized at each mission. At the same ratio,

if the plan suggested were adopted, 361 missions

could be supported and 2,888 be added to the

church.

This estimate will not near require the tenth, as

was provided under the law, and I feel assured if,

with pure motives, we would thus honor God with

our substance, he would greatly bless our increase,

both temporally and spiritually.

Fort Worth, Tex.

THE EARLY SPREAD OF THE O.OSPEL.

Few people have any idea of the aggressive work

done by the early Christians in the face of the most

bitter persecutions. Tertullian, writing about A.

D. 197, almost the close of the second century, us-

es this remarkable language: "The outcry is that

the state is filled with Christians; that they are in

on the islands; lamenta-

calamity, that both sexes,

even high rank, are pass-

1 of the Christian faith. .

iterday, and we have filled

-cities, islands, fortresses,

have left nothing

the fields, in the citadels,

tion is made, as for some

every age and condition,

ing over to the professioi

. . We are but of ye

every place among yo

towns, market-places, the very cam

panies, palaces, senate forum; we ha

to you but the temples of your gods. If such mul-

titudes of men were to break away from you and

betake themselves to some remote corner of the

world, why, the very loss of so many citizens, what-

ever sort they were, would cover the empire with

shame. You would be homesick at the solitude in

which you find yourself at such an all-pervading

silence and that stupor as of a dead world. You

would have to seek subjects to govern. You would

have more enemies than citizens remaining; for

now it is the immense number of Christians which

makes your enemies so few, almost all the inhabi-

tants of your various cities being followers of

Christ.

" Ye shall be witnesses unto me unto the utter-

most parts of the earth." So says Jesus Christ, as

recorded in Acts I: 8.

: difference between ;

ts in interests in miss
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THOSE who send marriage

remit the fifty cents.

notices must not fail

Bro. J. F. Brittc
Bristow, Va., to Noke

BW have not yet renewed the

)7- We trust they will do so al

ubscriptic

cral members visiting with us tr

always pleased to have them call.

Bro. Gro. S. Arnold closed a series of meetings
at Kglon, W. Va., with seven accessions to the
church.

Bro. W. R. Dei
West house, Eel 1<

i'ek closed his meetings in 1

ver church, Ind., with seven
,

booked for

February.

ehs, of Mount Carroll,

neetings in Sterling, III.,

De
reclaimed.

Do not fail to i

converted person

of converting hin

Bro. Jacob H

added to the chu

accessions are reported in the
:k church, Ind.,—six by baptism nd two

nger to

nay be tl

ecently conducted
City, Ohio. Five

It affords us great pleasure to ha
Brubaker, now of Panther, Iowa, v

He is here to remain several days.

:thren wil

ie Octavi;
of meet-

next Sunday.
The preaching is to be done by the home ministers

A very interesting series of meetings is in prog-
ress at Sh-idy Grove, Pa., conducted by Bro. Or-
ville V. Long. When last heard from there were a
number of applicants.

Bro. J. I,. Ralston, of Northern Iowa, is with
us. He preached for the children last Sunday
morning. Bro. Ralston is to represent the North-
ern District of Iowa on the Standing Committee at
the next Annual Meeting.

We must be

grammes sent

mals. We are

that it is not

programmes, s

dates, place, et

isfactory,

excused for not publishing the pro-
is of Bible Schools and Bible Xor-
having so many of these schools
possible to spare room for all the
a we merely announce them, giving
c, etc. We trust this will prove sat-

tcresting n

church by (

Royer spent his v<

Tippecanoe, Ohio,

tings and twenty a

fession and baptism.

Ho

with tht

writes that he closed hi;

ngs in the Long Meadow

Ho nd words?

ewer of thei lis year than last

to repent of th

nteen

: very ; sful meetings this winter.

holding

The Sunday schools that have closed until

spring, are missing a good thing, by not following

up the line of lessons selected for this part of the

year. We, perhaps, never had a better selection.

Our present custom of commencing the yea
rith January i, instead of March 25, dates back tt

he year 1752, at which time the change wai

lade, though it was decided upon the year before.

Bro. T. T. Myei
look for the Lord';

are several applican

Stouffer is to hold a

epo an encouraging out-

in Philadelphia. There
nembership. Bro. D. F.

of meetings there short-

Some of our evangelists are in the

preaching a number of earnest sermon
members, instead of the unconverted,

right. There are places where we need s

versions inside of the church.

habit of

; to the

That

about

your mind to

If you have not, now is the ti

past, and live better in the fut

ford to go to the judgment followed by a Ion

train of words that never should have escaped you
lips. Take th

Did
flocks c

elde year, neglect th

• which the Holy Ghost made them over

seers? If they did, they

other week longer. The n

been giving your attentic

flock, will not answer the

keeping and feeding of you
be held responsible.

lot afford to do it an

ere fact that you hav

1 to somebody else'

purpose. It is for th

- flock that y>

learned to preacl

is not " thoroughl}

The preacher who ha

the doctrinal part of th

furnished unto all good works " H
thing, and needs to study the Word with greater

care and diligence. Paul wrote Timothy to givi

attention to doctrine, and we would urge
preacher:

pel due c

everyv. : to give this part of the Gos

The Christian Advocate, organ of the IV

rhurch South, is decidedly opposed to the a

inection with the inauguratetomed ball i

President. The Advo
all other religious jou

Communications, re

uld that

on that

relating to the business of this

office, or the contents of the Messenger, should
not be addressed to Bro. D. L. Miller. He is from
home most of the time, and, therefore, can have
nothing to do with the business. Address all mat-
ter to the Brethren's Publishing Company.

The Brethren at Franklin Grove, 111., know h
to do a good work when they have a chan
They recently raised S35.75 to be us<

the Messenger to the poor, and then
four names of the poor. They belie

ing the Gospel to those who should h

sending

n thirty-

preach-

:the vay, and' year is now well und
veek has already passed, what about thi

utions you formed at the beginning? Do you
1 to carry them out, or have you already brok-
me of them? It is not yet too late to form
resolutions, and also to carry them out.

Some of the m ambers in North M, nchester, Ind

are doing what rr ight be d uplicated n all the cities

where we have churches Some time ago they

opened a missior Sunday school in the wesi pari

of the city, and actually found fiv children who
had never attended Sunday school in their ives

Others have been gathered in, and g Dod is likely to

result from their efforts.

't fall i

the Evangelist says: " I kno
leep in the most comfortabl

igle member of the family talks above
They are very sensitive to noise. Y<

these same men will sit on a hard bench in th

church and go to sleep, no matter how much nois

the preacher makes. What a soothing effect God
house has on these men!

"

while a

whispe

bed,

Mi: Mission Board.

M. Yearout at

iberger at Des

wa has an energet

They have just located Bro. Ch
Cedar Rapids, and Bro. Geo. A. S

Moines. That is the way we like to see the work
move all along the line. Now, let the churches in

that part of the State come to the front and sustain
these

Eld. N. J. Stroh, said to be th

minister in the West, died at his I

ris last week. Had he lived until nex
would have been in his one-hundredth y
within a few months of his death, he wa
our streets every day, and about one ye;

cended a long flight of stairs to reach
and then descended again without any as

oldest Lutheran

me in Mt. Mor-
May he

ir. Until

A corresponde nt writes us that the metnbers in
his locality cannot have Sund iy s :hool because
some are opposed to it. This 1 s to be r gretted.
We urge them to keep up con rage Sue h oppo-
sition cannot last long. There is n othing out of
the way in a few famil es orde ing suppl es from
us, ,and having a little school in thei r own homes.
In this way much last ng goo 1 m y be accom-
phshed. All of ir Sunday school helps ar e under
the supervision a co nmittee minted by the
Annual Meeting, t nd may be int rn.1i red a nd used
wherever wanted.

A sister, living where there are but few mi
bers, and no preaching by our people, writes

that she is often tempted to attach herself to one
the other churches, but that the reading of the

Messenger keeps her from doing so. Would it

not be well to see that the paper is placed ii

hands of all isolated members? It might be tht

means of keeping many from wandering away.

Bro. D. L. Miller returned to the Mount lasl

week, and is this week delivering some talk:

the Chapel. In his sermon, last Sunday even
he emphasized the absolute necessity of the

1

Bible

being our only creed, and that, while it is the duty

of Christians, in their councils, to agree to labor

worship together in perfect harmony, there is

necessity of them exalting their agreement to the

dignity of a creed. He goes from here to New
Carlisle, Ohio.

One important phase of

buy and sell honestly, havin|

interest of others, as well i

not how plainly a man dresses, if his manner
ing business is not in keeping with the
as well as the letter of the Scriptures, that

iformity is to

regard for the

ves. We care

manner of do-

pirit,

religio

no good whatever. Let v.

are non-conformed to thi:

eptn will do h

people who

ell; 1 then

We do not want to criticise our preachers too

much. If we have anything in mind that we" think
would be for their good, if they knew it, let us be

frank enough to go to them and kindly talk to

them about it. We are of the impression, that if

you would take a sack of flour to preacher B -,

and then, at the proper time, suggest to him that it

would be very helpful to him in the ministry if he

would not pound the desk so hard with his fist

while preaching, he would thank you for the sug-
gestion, and be reminded of your interest in him
every time he would see or hear of a sack of flour.

There may be more in this item than most of you
think.
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luld not

why he

of doing

A person one time said that he did not

belong to the Brethren church because he ci

do as he pleased. That is the very reason
should have been converted and kept under
trol of the church. People who persist in

doing as they please are not in the nab
right. Their carnal mind is not subject to the 1;

of God, neither indeed can be. They must get rid

of their carnality, and the sooner the better. Then
they will feel like pleasing both the Lord and the
church, rather than themselves.

Bombay, In.["he Baptist Chronicle, published

, says:

The latest meaning that has been evolved out of the word
baptizo, which has always been the insurmountable word to
those who desired to find some loophole in Holy Writ, to
favor sprinkling instead of immersion, is that which has re-

cently been evolved by Professor Sheldon. But for the fact
that it has been put forth in all seriousness, we should really
have thought the Professor was having a little joke. It is

this: Baptizo is a frequentative form of liapto, to dip, and con-
sequently indicates repeated dipping. But repeated dipping
necessarily causes a splashing by which somebody or some-
thing is pretty sure to get sprinkled. Therefore, "sprinkle"
is properly the meaning of the word.

This needs no comment: only we may add that
we have no objections to the sprinkling that results

from the repeated immersion. It is the sprinkling
without the repeated immersion that we object to.

In every congregation there should be perfect
harmony respecting the books to be used in the
song services. While both the Hymnal and the
Sunday School Song Book have received the ap-
proval of the Conference, yet each congregation
should have the privilege of deciding which book is

desired. In not a few churches the Hymnal is

used in the preaching services, and the Song Book
in the Sunday schools. So far as we know, this

plan works well. Then there are other churches
where the Hymnal is used in all the services, and
still others, where the Song Book is used exclusive-
ly. We have nothing to say against this, just so
the people sing with the spirit and with the under-
standing also, but we gravely doubt the wisdom
excluding our own books from our services, and
troducing others. We should encourage the use
our own literature as much as possible.

It is the filege of our people to emigrate to
new countries, and all right for them to settle in

colonies, and otherwise, as may be for their con-
venience, but we caution them against becoming
too restless on account of new countries that are
opening up for settlers. As a rule, people who
have good homes in good communities, would bet-
ter keep them until they are positive that they can
do better. As much as possible, these new sec-
tions should be filled by people who are in need of
homes. Our people have gained a good deal by
emigration, then, on the other hand, they have suf-

fered some losses. Not a few well-to-do Brethren
have lost all their property by* overreaching them-
selves in new and untried countries. "Content-
ment with godliness," in their old homes, would
have been far better for them and the church. It

is the poor man, or man of moderate means, and
the young man, who generally succeeds best in the
advance lines of emigration, especially when they
carry their religion with them, and work for Christ
as well as for self.

HERE AND THERE IN NEBRASKA.

hoped,

The last

spent, and

some of the churches it

time, comparatively sp

Ohio, Indiana and llli.

Western States by th.

th of the old yea pleasantly

short

not without profit

the West. Only
aking, has elapsed since

lis were called the Far

dwellers on the Atlantic
Coast. Within the memory of the writer of the
lines a little band of our . . ....

State of Illinois, was known
Brethren." Now one must c

souri before the Far West
then he is but in the border-1;

people, Ii, the

is the " Far Western

oss the muddy Mis-

s reached, and even

id of the great tern
tory stretching westward to the Pacific Oc

The first stop was made at Morrill, Brown Co
Kans., on the border of the State of Nebrask;
Here, and in the latter State, at Falls City, some
days were spent with Bro. Sharp at his Bible 1

mal, and in attending meetings and driving about
the country. The meetings were, for the most part,
well attended, and the interest good. We visited
the homes of a number of our own people, and, as
a rule, found them prosperous and happy. The
churches are also in a fairly good condition. The
members seem to be earnest and devoted to the
cause of the Master.

As we drove about the

on all sides, that the line:

pie in this part of the ct

With a rich, fertile soil,

mature crops, with fruit

cellent quality, with less

than in many of th'

mild winters as come

farmers were plowin

ountry, it>as apparent,

have fallen to the peo-

ntry in pleasant places.

'ith sufficient rainfall to

1 abundance and of ex-

:ss chance for crop failures

Eastern States, with short,

ed with Northern Illinois —
in December,—and with an

immense crop just gathered, we wondered how it

would be possible to improve the temporal condi-
tion of these dwellers on the border lands of the
Great West.

The arrived at in the foregoing para-

reached after visiting a number
ountry, and interviewing farmers

re nearly a score of years, The
1 in these hard times, shows how
their homes. Five to ten thou-

quarter section, the sum asked

graph, was only

of homes in the c

who have lived hi

price of land, eve

the owners value

sand dollars for ;

depending upon location, improvements, etc., is

the prevailing price for farms; unimproved land,

where it can be found, sells for less.

We are especially indebted to elders William
Davis and Jacob Humberger, of the Morrill and
Falls City churches, and brethren Jonathan Kim-
mel and William Mohler, the latter a son of our
late, esteemed brother, S, S. Mohler, and a minis-

ter in the Falls City church, for an opportunity to

see the country, not only from a car window,
but from a private conveyance, as well. During
the month we drove nearly two hundred miles

across the country in the southeastern half of Ne-
braska, interviewed scores of farmers and obtained

a fair knowledge of existing conditions in that part

of the State.

From Fails City westward to Wymore, via the

Burlington and Missouri River R. R„ which, with

its numerous branches, threads a great portion of

the State, and thence, by pony express, under the

care of Eld. Urias Shick, who has a spice of the Je-

hu in his driving, to the elder's comfortable home in

the outskirts of Holmesville, was a pleasant and

enjoyable journey. Here we met the South Beat-

rice church,—brethren Hope and Bingaman were

also with us,—and had several enjoyable meetings.

THE SPICE OF LIFE.

After all things were created, the Creator
looked upon them and pronounced them good and
very good. As man was so constituted that he
craved after the spices of life, it is only right that
he should have them. Were they not spoken of, in
the Bible, as among the essentials of our being, we
might conclude that the desire for them
growth of the depravity of the mode
Even in the absence of this evidence
still be sufficient grounds for the At
legitimate, as the purpose of them is

manifest, both

No small part of the

expectant saint on I

the spices of the hea
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lly kingdom.
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wing varieties are named:
imin, cassia, mint, anise

The membership is above

and they have two good, s
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telligent workers, and w
well for the church at thi:

these workers s

the two hundn

ibstantial house

er of bright, a

felt that it \

place to give

J Id be

me of

wider field of usefulness. As an

evidence of the prosperity and liberality of the

South Beatrice Brethren, it may be stated that dur-

ing our short stay with them, they pledged a sum
more than sufficient for the support of an orphan

Brethren's Armenian Orphanage in Smyrna,

.Mil

We spent

Frank Price,

1 short tint'

ion of Eld.

: had known i

at the home of Bro.

David E. Price, of Mt.

iber of members whom
years ago. They have,

as a rule, prospered financially, and, we trust,

spiritually, by coming to Nebraska. The church

at Holmesville, under the care of Bro. Peters, is in

a prosperous condition, and we express the hope

that she may extend her borders and occupy this

goodly land. u. L. m.

and rue. While they were used to give odor,
flavor, and as appetizers, their chief purpose was to
add variety and give enjoyment in change. So, for
wise purposes, we have been constituted, and not
only so, but for every want God has given us an
abundant supply. In the earth's formation we
have mountains, hills, valleys, ravines and plains,
but also oceans, seas, lakes, rivers and sparkling
rivulets, as well as trees and shrubs, with their
multiform sizes and variegated leaves, flowers and
fruits. We have endless varieties in vegetable and
floral productions.

So, also, it is in animal and human life. Even in
the face divine the Lord has planted variety with

:h to spice our lives and to meet the out-
reaching of our very beings. We enjoy spring-

ne because of the winter; the autumn because of
e summer; the clear sky because of the clouds;

and the shades and shadows because of the sun-
shine. To try to make men and women look alike

would be to frustrate the purposes of God in mak-
ing us unlike, and in filling the world with variety

to give it the needed spice.

If variety is the spice of life, and all these things

are needed to satisfy our physical and a:sthetical

cravings, is it not equally true in reference to the

spiritual? Paul, in speaking of the gifts given to

men, for the perfecting of the saints, says: "And he
gave some apostles; and some prophets; and some
teachers; and some pastors." Thus he not only
recognizes the various wants, in supplying the spir-

itual food, but provides for the necessary supply
and the needed spice. The spice is not necessarily

a part of the food to give physical and spiritual

strength, but its purpose is to give variety and
make it palatable, so that it will be received, and
thus make it possible that the end intended can be

attained.
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Joingthishe
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the wisdom and the skill of the cook,

the Gospel food,—the bread from he

the same kind of food,—the life-gi

preserving Word. According to James, it must be

rightly divided, with here a little and there a little,

just as the need of each one be.

ome to us from time to time,

chest viands are brought for-

es are lavishly used to give

ppetite and give the highest

anifest

nd life-

As the Holidays 1

the best and the r

ward, and the spi<

flavor, tempt the
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sense of enjoyment in the eating. Are we doing

all this at the expense of our spiritual feeding and

growth? Are we giving fatness to our bodies and

leanness to the soul? It is right that we should

commemorate the birthday of

nd that we should make merry

re surround the festive board

thousand times

well d

lave gladness as v

,ur Blessed King,

n our hearts as

ithich the occasion brings, but

nore should our souls be uplifted in thanksgiving

or the feast that has thus been provided for our

piritual being.

In writing our editorials it sometimes becomes a

whether it is our mission to furnish the

only the spice. If the spice,—and this is

ie,—we are satisfied, as we know that much

good, solid food has been given. If so, the spice

mission is quite an important one, because the best

of food, if in sameness continued, will become stale

and unpalatable. This is so in our writing, our

talking, preaching and everything else.

We remember, when yet a boy, we had a good

minister, who preached orthodox sermons, but he

had gotten himself into a rut, and each new sermon

was a facsimile of the old one. He always began

with Adam and Eve in the garden, going down

through the disobedience, the fall, the flood, the

Israelites, the fate of the Jews because of disobedi-

ence, the coming of Christ to save the world, re-

pentance, faith and baptism, and the necessity of

implicit obedience to insure final salvation. It was

Gospel truth,—the same truth all the time,—but

lacked in variety. It became stale to the hearer;

and needed spice. We well remember how cha

grined we were, in hearing some of those who at

tended the meetings, say, on coming, " Now, we art

going to hear about Adam and Eve again." How

we hoped they would be disappointed,—we were, bul

they were not,—because he had gotten into a rut

and, seemingly, could not get out. He lost his

power in his preaching, not because he did not

preach the truth, but because he failed in adding

the spice.

Suppose that we, in our writing, would every

time take the same subject and treat it exactly in

the same way, how long, do you suppose, our con-

tributions would be edifying, and how often would

they be reprinted? Twice would be just once too

often. And yet, how is it with some of our old,

stereotyped sermons which we have been repeating

for the last decade, often to the same congrega-

tion? If not the same text is used, the same line

of thought is followed and, practically, the same

sermon is given. Don't you think that feeding

children bread in this way, continually, will become

unpalatable and need a little spice?

These have been reflex thoughts, rather, that

have come to us in the summing up of the year just

r thinking along this line has been

: hope that others may be made to

ode of preparing and feeding, and

been lacking, begin the New Year

The garden of the Lord is full of

as spices. On every hand they are

Stud} to show thyself approved

f Christ are the gatherings from all

' HOME AND FAMILY *

BECKONINQ HANDS.

BECKONING hands at the gateway to-night,

Faces all shining with radiant light,

Eyes looking down from yon heavenly borne,

Beautiful hands, they are beckoning, come!

Beautiful hands, beckoning hands,

Calling their dear ones to heavenly lands.

Beautiful bands, beckoning hands,

Beautiful, beautiful beckoning bands.

Beautiful bands of a mother, whose love

Sacrificed life her devotion to prove,

Hands of a father, whose memory dear

Beckons up higher the waiting ones here.

Beautiful hands of a little one, see,

Baby voice calling, oh mother, to thee;

Rosy-cheeked darling, the light of your borne,

Taken so early, is beckoning, cornel

Beautiful hands of a husband or wife,

Waiting and watching their dear ones of life;

Hands of a brother, a sister or friend,

Out from the gateway to-night they extend.

Brightest and best of that glorious throng.

Center of all and the theme of our song,

Jesus, our Savior, the Pierced One stands,

Lovingly calling with beckoning hands.

Mour.tvilU, Md.

that it defileth the

past. While 01

helpful to us, w

think on their

if the spice has

by putting it in

the most precit

to be found.

The teachings

the spice beds of Palestine. His sermons are select

gems from the mountains, hills, plains, seas, rivers

and fountains. He interpreted by bringing into

play the occupations and callings of men. Every-

thing he saw he made a medium through which he

forced the kingdom of God into the hearts of the

children of men. If ye be his disciples, do as he

did, and your teachings will be richly seasoned

with the spices of life. H. B. B.

THE MOUTH IS DANOEROUS.

Eccl. 5: 6 says, "Suffer not thy mouth to

thy flesh to sin." If we wish to know how th

be done, we can learn from the following:

the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity

tongue among our memb
whole body, and setteth on fire the course of

nature; and it is set on fire of hell." James 3: 6.

Well may the apostle say, " Behold, how great a

matter a little fire kindleth." How often have we

seen fearful consequences grow out of a few words

which were not seasoned with grace! Much blood

has been shed because of angry words, or words

that cast a damaging reflection upon some other

person or kingdom! All of this might have been

avoided by using mild words. Solomon says, "The

wrath of a king is as messengers of death: but a

wise man will paci'y it." Prov. 16: 14. If we in-

quire as to how the wise man can do this, the case

is stated clearly in the following words: "A soft

answer turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir

up anger, The tongue of the wise useth knowl-

edge aright: but the mouth of fools poureth out

foolishness." Prov. 15: 1, 2.

A man, on being asked how he got along so

pleasantly with everybody, gave as the secret of his

that he "kept h

words, but God can see through our words and ac-

tions too.

Then, why try to deceive with words? We have

some very wholesome advice along this line from

the apostle Peter. He says, " For he that will love

life, and see good days, let him refrain his tongue

from evil, and his lips that they speak no guile."

I Pet. 3: 10.

If only we could all say truthfully, as did they of

old, "Our conversation is in heaven; from whence

the Lord Jesus Chiist."

uld not find much time

Should we engage in

touths might cause our

look for the Savio

Philpp. 3: 20. Then we w
to spend in talking politic

a strife of this kind, our

flesh to sin.

Strife in things of this

with damage to the spir

"The servant of the Lord must not stri

gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patieti

2: 24. The improper use of the mouth

to great strife, and even to violence,

could all see the propriety of copying

our Divine Head, of whom it is said,

was reviled, reviled not again; when he s

threatened not; but committed himself t

judgeth righteously." I Pet.

verse says, "Who did no s

found in his mouth."

When we think of this Leader, how pure he was

in his life and words, and then think of Rom. 8: 9,

we ought to put a new meaning to our idea of con-

secration, for Paul there says, " Now if any man
have not the spirit of Christ, he is none of his."

O how careful we should be of our words, lest they

cause our flesh to sin! I close with the language of

the "sweet singer of Israel," "Keep thy tongue

from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile." Psa.

world may be attended

itual man. Paul says,

t."' 2 Tim.

often leads

If only we
more after

'When he

uffered, he

3 him that

13. The preceding

neither was guile

34: 13-

v.'Ik:

PARENTS AND THEIR CHILDREN.
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Let those who think they a

expect to be justified by the 1

We, who are not under the
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under the law, and
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/, but under Christ,

properly guarding our

t shalt be justified, :

ondemned." Matt

is of the importai

vords: " For by thy words

d by thy words thou shalt

2:37.

David says, " I will take heed to my ways, that I

sin not with my tongue: I will keep my mouth with

a bridle while the wicked is before me." Psa. 39: 1.

The apostle gives us to understand the danger

there is in an improper use of the tongue. He
says, " If any man among you seem to be religious,

and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own

heart, this man's religion is vain." James 1: 26.

We certainly know that a vain religion wilt not

stand the test in the " day of all days." Jesus says,

"This people draweth nigh unto me with their

mouth, and honoureth mc with their lips; but their

heart is far from me." Matt. 15: 8. Then we can

see that the mouth may so far mislead us that we
may miss heaven. Our actions cannot be so well

covered up, or hid, from the eyes of man, as our

1 early infancy?

encourage our child

ng a good time, f

ve would tell thei

What a true pleasui

Father, and to teacl

in Christ, so they 1

;rown up,

: of Christ

any of us

nd in hav-

juld be if

the joys

He nly

.vhile

: going to advi

cumstances? L

how 1

ildren the truth

k their Savit

youth, before they get hardened in sin!

Let us, as loving mothers, win the confidence and

affection of our children while they are young and

tender, so we can have their confidence when they

grow up to be young men and women. When they

tell us their little secrets now, we must not tell any

one, for if we do, depend upon it, they will get dis-

couraged, and will not tell us the next time. If we

lose their confidence, h

them for their good und

us take things home to ourselves,

would feel if we were in their place.

Another very important duty for us, is to teach

, by our own example, to" give to the

ause, and that it must be done willing-

ly. Let them see that it affords us great pleasute

to give to the Lord! If they see we enjoy giving,

they will soon give of their own free will, too. Let

us deny ourselves of something, and give it to Je-

sus, and let the children see what great pleasure it

affords us to do so. Then they will soon think

they, too, can save their pennies and dimes, and

give them to the Lord, instead of buying candy and

other things they do not need.

If we do those things, we will be doing ou

to our God and to the little ones in this r

If every member would deny himself of

things, we would have plenty of money to se

they are called for. It

men spending the Lord's

childn

grieves the Lord to see met

money for tobacco, and to

ttimmings for either their ow
the sisters buying

clothe the chil-



on school in tht

To the Brethren of the State District of Nebraska.

We, the Nebraska State Mission Board and Sun

day School Mission Board, held

Dec. 21, relative to starting a missi

City of Kearney. The report concerning such a

move is favorable, and we will start such a school

s soon as we have the means.

The churches of Nebraska are most earnestly re-

uested to contribute promptly and liberally for

he support of the school. Send all money and
contributions to C. H. Price, Beatrice, Nebr.

J. S. Dell, Sec.
Hamilton, Ncbr., Dec. 26.
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ren's. Then there are many fine eatables we

juld just as well do without, and give that much

iore to Jesus. Just think how it would please him!

CORRESPONDENCE +-*—

tgrCliurch News solicited (<

From Covington, Ohio.

27

Nov. 14 Bro. D. M. Garver, of Fa

)liio, commenced a series of meetings at one of

iur outposts and closed Nov. 29, preaching, in all,

wenty-one sermons. He gave much encourage-

nent to the members and warned sinners to flee the

/rath to come. As an immediate result, one soul

hat had wandered away was restored to the fold.

Dec. 3 a series of meetings commenced in the

;ovington house. Bro. J. M. Neff filled the first

ppointment. Bro. Isaiah Rairigh, of Woodland,
flich., arrived next day and continued the work.

He closed last night with five accessions,—three

aptized and two reclaimed. Thus ended a special

ffort of five weeks' duration. A. S. Neher.
Dec. 22. ^

From Oystervllle, Wash.

other and sister Stiverson and family have

located at Oysterville and are pleased with

;heir new home. May the Lord send more earnest

vorkers to this part of America, where our brethren

ire scarcely known! Other churches are working
lere and should we not love Christ as much as they?

The spirit of Christ was, and is, to preach the Gos-
>el to all the world. Will not some, who are seek-

ng a home on earth, earn for themselves a home in

leaven, by coming out on the Lord's side, here in

he West, to help save souls?

We hope, in the near future, to be blest with two
:hurcli organizations in Western Washington,— one

ntralia, Lewis County, and one at Oysterville,

c County. Further information will be giv-

:n by addressing the writer. Geo. C. Carl.

From Hjorilng, Denmark.

The busy summer is ended, the winter has come,
id now people have more time to attend meetings.
ur members are glad to hear the Gospel preached.
This is, in many respects, the most suitable time

o hold meetings, not only on Sundays, but also in

evenings, especially when there is moonlight.
eacon and I were out last week, visiting a sister,

•!ghty-one years of age. We walked a distance of
ve Danish miles. She lives alone in a little house
idw y glad to s

3 prayed with her.

>n pass over, and \v<

Iked to another pla

Wej hymns
likelyThis aged sister wil

hope she may be at

e, called Taars, when
: we had a mixed aud

Methodists, Baptists, Advcntists, Salvation
nd the so-called Free Mission, etc. But
rood meetings, for the Lord's Spirit was \

Vord. I also visited a preacher who is 11

lected with any church. I talked with him
e- He seems quite favorable to the ....

hope he may come to the whole truth, to

i I held

Army,
we had

rith his

a good

the glory of God. We have asked for the Lord's
help, and we know he will hear our prayers. O, if

only people would believe God's Word! Most
people do have confidence in other things. They
trust to a compass, map, watch, scale, measure, etc.,

but they hardly dare trust the saving Gospel of
Ch"st. C. C. Eskildsen.

From the Jonathan Creek Church, Ohio.

Our fall Communion was largely attended and
greatly enjoyed by all. Ministers present were
brethren L. Orr and Q. Leckrone. The latter offi-

ciated. A few evenings later a small Communion
service was held at the home of brother Adam
sister Lydia Shrider, both being unable to attend

the feast at the church on account of ill health

This meeting was conducted by Bro. Arnold, of

Somerset. Bro. Arnold and wife have recently

been restored to church fellowship. The sister has
since gone to her eternal home.

Since harvest the church has been somewhat re-

vived. Several were received by baptism, some by
letter and some reclaimed, with bright prospects

for a glorious ingathering in the near future.

Our Sunday school is making advancement, by
the faithful and unflinching perseverance of

worthy Superintendent,—sister Dora Snider. She
has put new life into the school, as was made ap

parent by the very appropriate services on Christ-

mas eve. The Superintendent had everything har

moniously arranged, and the singing was excellent.

Benj. Leckrone.
Zioniown, Ohio, Dec. 26.

From Bronderslev, Denmark.

We had a blessed love feast in the " Brethi

Home" at Sindal, Nov. 8. Twenty-two mem
attended the Communion. We felt the presence of

the Lord among us, and a rich blessing was ours,

for we were all united in love and peace. The
most of the night,, after our feast closed, was spent

in conversation, song and prayers, until train-time.

Nov. 15 I held meetings in Thise and V. Hjer-

mitslev. There was good attention and a rich

blessing in the Gospel to us all. Nov. 22 I held

meetings in Tommerly. We had attentive hearers,

and our hearts were moved. Some asked for meet-

ings again. We hope the Gospel seed will bring

forth fruit to the glory of God! Nov. 23 I was

called to Bronderslev, to a dear sister, whose

youngest daughter had died, to preach a funeral.

She was about fifteen years of age and had come to

love Jesus Christ as her dear Savior. In prayer she

passed to the great beyond. C. Hansen.

Dec. 10.

(Meanings from the Field.

Yesterday I returned from a trip of over two

weeks among the scattered members and churches

of Southern Missouri and Arkansas.

My first step was at Poplar Bluff, Mo., where

there are two members,—both sisters. We had

been informed that there was one who desired to

unite with the church, but on arriving, and holding

a few meetings, two were ready to follow the Sav-

ior and were baptized. A number of others were

seriously impressed. Two others, — husbands of

the sisters referred to,—were once members and

will return to the fold as soon as the matter can be

attended to. These families came from Southern

Illinois, where there are churches of the Brethren

and they are anxious that a church be established

where they now live. This is certainly a good

opening, and, could a minister locate with them, a

grand work might be accomplished. Who will

volunteer to come to the rescue?

Poplar Bluff is a thriving city of nearly 5,000

souls and is surrounded by a good farming country.

Ministers, passing through, on the Iron Mountain

R. R., are urged to stop and preach for the few

members at this point. Notify Allen Cripps, Pop-

lar Bluff, Mo., whose wife is a member, and you

will be met and well cared for.

Our next point was Supply, Randolph Co., Ark.,
fifteen miles south of Doniphan, Mo. Here Bro.
D. Miller, wife and family, formerly of Indiana,
reside. They are the only members, and until
they came,—a little over a year ago,-the doc-
trine, as preached by the Brethren, was new. Bro.
Miller had distributed tracts and Messengers, so
that many were anxious to hear preaching. Four
meetings were held and much interest was mani-
fested. It was needless to announce that preach-
ing would begin at seven o'clock, for by six the
house was well filled, and in a short time was full
to overflowing. At this place, and in the country
around, is ample room for a minister to use his en-
tire time in building up the cause of the Master.
At the next point, — Ddaplaine, Greene Co.

Ark.,—are six members from Indiana, also. Con-
gregations at this point were not so large, but the
Brethren are anxious to have regular preaching.
With the limited ministerial force in the mission
field, it is impossible to fill all the calls,—urgent
though they be. We need more resident ministers
to build up and take charge of the work at these
new points. Brother minister in the North, whose
sword is rusting by your side, come to the aid of
these neglected ones! The harvest is white; will
you not help gather it in, that it he not lost?

We held one meeting at Dryden, Ark., where
there are a few members, and where the Brethren
have preached a few times. This is in the bounds
of the Weiner church, though some distance from
the main body. We met with the Brethren at
Long Creek twice, where the church was organized
two years ago. The membership is somewhat
scattered, hence meetings are not so large. Sun-
day evening, Dec. 20, we had meetings at another
schoolhouse, with good attendance and interest,

We arrived home the next day, and found our
family well.

On this trip about one hundred and twenty doc-
trinal Messengers were distributed, and eagerly
taken. D. L. Forney.

Palestine, Ark., Dec. 22.

From the North Morrill Church, Brown Co., Kans.

Ouk Biblt

in progress ;

of feeling, 1

pear in the

al, which \ reported as being

ago, closed with the best

ilts that will not only ap-

terest in the study of the

tible, as shown by both old and young at this

also bring the results spoken of by
earch the scriptures; for in them ye
eternal life: and they are they which

place, but \

the Savior,

think ye ha

testify of rr

Immediately after the close of the Normal, a

class was organized by selecting a President, Secre-

tary and Class Leader. The purpose of this class

is to meet once a week and continue the study of

the Bible during the year. The class has met
twice, up to the time of this writing, and we are

very hopeful as to results.

During their stay with us, brethren D. L. Miller

and S. Z. Sharp were invited by the Methodist,

Christian and Baptist churches, respectively, to oc-

cupy their pulpits on the Lord's Day. This was
done, as far as possible, by Bro. Sharp preaching in

the Methodist church in the morning and Bro.

Miller in the evening. T. A. Eisenbise.

Dec. 28.
_

From McPherson, Kans.

The McPherson church sustains preaching serv-

ices at five places, and has two Sunday schools

which neither " dry up "in summer nor "freeze up"

Our love feast was a most pleasant one. Breth-

ren J. D. Trostle, C. Hope, Aaron Sollenberger, and

W. H. Leaman, from abroad, afforded abundant

help in the ministry. The latter officiated.

Bro. Frantz will soon return to his work, having

fficiently recovered from a severe attack of the

typhoid fever.

Recently we were very much refreshed by some

sermons and Bible Land talks by brethren C.

Hope and Wm. Bingaman,
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The outlook for the college is very hopeful. It

has recently been freed from more than eight thou-

sand dollars indebtedness and the present attend-

ance is about one-third better than that of last year.

The special Bible Term of McPherson College

will begin Feb. 2, and continue three weeks. There

will be no charge for tuition. A hearty invitation

is extended to lovers of the Word.

Members and friends of the church have agreed

to support two Armenian orphans for five years,

C. E. Arnold.

From the Mahoning Church, Ohio.

The Christmas number of the Gospel Messenger

was extra good. I hope Brethren everywhere may

profit by its good advice. As a rule those brethren

that take the Gospel Messenger and read it care-

fully, are taking the most interest in church work,

—at least we find it so here in the Mahoning

church. But, perhaps, we all come short of doing

our duty in some respects.

The Mahoning church is still trying to build up

the cause of Christ, but the enemy is also busy,

trying to get in his evil work. The church here

has a missionary society, which has been organized

by the sisters. They have meetings every four

months. The members are asked to give at least

twenty-five cents at each meeting. The children

are also encouraged to give to the good work in the

Sunday school.

Our Sunday school, near Columbiana, had Chil-

dren's Day services last Sunday, Dec. 27. It be-

ing so near Christmas, many of the children had

short recitations about the birth of Christ. The

scholars also had some gifts presented to them, re-

minding them of the Precious Gift given us 2,000

years ago.

The church, on this occasion, did not forget their

minister, as an acceptable little gift was presented

to him. I think churches everywhere ought to re-

member their poor ministers during the Holiday

season. There is surely a blessing in giving, if our

gifts are bestowed in the right spirit.

Simeon Longanecker.
Columbiana, Ohio.

From the Mt. Hope Church, Okla. Ter.

Dec. 26 was our regular quarterly council. Our
elder, J. 0. Brubaker, presided. Considerable

business came before the meeting, but was dis-

posed of harmoniously. Our evergreen Sunday
school was reorganized, with Bro. J. H. Brubaker as

Superintendent. This school is progressing nicely.

The church is alive to the work of the Master.

They expect, by the help of the Lord, to build a

new churchhouse next fall, if they can obtain the

needed financial assistance. Our elder, J. O. Bru-

baker, held forth the Word, and as a result two
came out on the Lord's side and were baptized.

Health and crops are good here, and the climate

mild. The weather this fall has been most delight-

ful. When we consider the many blessings be-

stowed upon us by the Lord, we should strive for a

greater degree of holiness, not only in ourselves,

but also in others, for the harvest is great and the

laborers few. J. A. Landis.
Acton, Okla. Ter.

From the Round Mountain Church, Ark.

I left for the Cameron church, Ind. T., Dec. 5,

and held meeting each evening and twice on Sun-
day; also had one council-meeting. Everything
passed off pleasantly. Dec. 11 we had a Commun-
ion meeting. It was a pleasant gathering. Six-
teen members surrounded the Lord's table.

Dec 12 I left Indian Territory for Knoxville,
Ark., to spend a week there. I found the members
full of zeal and enthusiasm. We had meeting each
evening and twice on Sunday, with good attend-
ance. Dec. 16 we held a council for the purpose
of organizing. The letters that were read showed
nineteen members to be present. All agreed to
abide by the Gospel and the general order of the
church, as defined by Annual Meeting. This

akes at least one church in Arkansas without any

tobacco or tobacco users, Eld. Henry Brubaker is

their elder. Eld. Bradley did not get to the meet-

ing on account of ill health. They also have two

ministers in the second degree, one of whom was

advanced from the first to the second degree at the

meeting. They have two deacons, one of whom
was elected at the meeting. This church is to be

known as the Knoxville church. They had a Com-

munion Dec. 18, which was a very enjoyable one.

Quite a number of spectators were present who

had never witnessed the like before. We hope

they were favorably impressed with the services.

The meetings were held in the M. E. church South,

cepting the council. Dec. 19 I returned home

d found all well. Samuel Weimer,

Wyman, Ark., Dec. 22.

Notes by the Way.

One more day and the year 1896 will be gone tor-

er! Have we done our best in the year that is

about to close? If not, may God help us to do

e in 189/, if permitted to live, than we ever did

ng any previous year, to promote the cause of

Christ and to rescue the perishing while it is ours

to work

!

le series of meetings at Laplace, III., closed

week ago, with a good attendance and the best

of interest. Eleven precious souls were baptized.

May God bless them to be shining lights!

I arrived home next evening and found my fami-

ly in fair health. We had council-meeting the fol-

wing day. All business was disposed of in love.

ur son, Edward, preached to us on Christmas; al-

on last Sunday. He has now returned to Mc-

lerson, Kans., where he expects to teach, as he

is almost regained his health.

We had a very pleasant council with the Pales-

tine church, Ohio, last Monday. Bro. D. L. Miller

expects to be with us at the Donnel's Creek church,

in the large house, Jan. 12, to give us a series of

Bible Land Talks and also to do some preaching.

He will be at New Carlisle, Ohio, about Jan. 27 and

28. We hope much good may be done!

I am at present laboring with the Killbuck

church, Ind. I have had one meeting so far.

Though we have rainy weather, muddy roads, and

health is not very good, yet with warm hearts and

earnest work we may be able to accomplish some
good. Henry Frantz.

Forgy, Ohio, Dec 30.

•'The Lord Our Righteousness."

I always hail any new book by the Brethren with

great pleasure. I have this much faith in our peo-

ple, that they will read and praise good books, but

if a book be read which is not good, little will be

said about it, and it soon drops from the list. So, I

think, let the books come,—the more the better.

They will stand or fall according to their own mer-

its.

I have just finished reading Bro. McCann's little

book, -'The Lord Our Righteousness," and I do not

hesitate to express my relish for it. We are loan-

ing it to friends and neighbors as fast as one after

the other reads it, and these express themselves as

getting clear opinions that will harmonize with the

Gospel, on a subject that was more or less confus-

ing to them, always, before.

I have read chapter five a number of times. Its

teaching is such a helpful doctrine. Oh, how
blessed to be one of the elect of God, living in these

latter days! " Whenever a man does a kind deed

to a Christian, he has done it to his Substitute,

Christ." " In God's eyes, whenever a man injures a

Christian, by word or deed, he does it not to him
but to his Substitute, Christ." Would that this

truth were deeply rooted in every heartl

How many people get adrift in their endeavors to

attain to the spiritual life! How much seeking

there is, and how little finding! We need books on
the "Spiritual Life," on " Ethics," etc., not because
the Bible does not say anything on these subjects,

but to point clearly to what the Bible does say about

nd because we should show up the literal ;

the spiritual side by side with equal force.

On page 114 the author covers a good deal of

ground when he says, "A man cannot walk in the

realm of the spiritual and ignore the literal, for the

literal was dictated by the Spirit." It is such s

pie, self-evident truths that are often forgotten,

the result is that we sometimes do not know
what to tell a man who thinks he can walk in the

spiritual without the literal. Our minds will be

splendidly refreshed by these pages.

Hearing the church, the author confesses, might

be, in certain cases, not obligatory on the Christian,

and then he cites examples. But the reasons why

we should hear the church, and under what cii

stances we should not neglect to hear her, these,

with a "number of clear examples, are plainly set

forth. I fear there are not a few of our dear Breth-

ren who, if asked by a stranger for an intelligent

reason for our position on these things, would fail

to give it.

The closing chapters on self-sacrifice are worthy

a careful reading. Is any one not happy in his

Christian life? Three words may suggest the way

out of the difficulty,

—

Sacrifice measures joy. Ho
often have I had that as the central thought ru:

g through a sermon! Sacrifice measures jo

s no great sacrifice for us to live here in India,

being engaged in the Lord's work. We want to do

It is our choice and joy. If we could not have

;e, then there would have been sacrifice!

wanted to come! We dreamed about it, and

talked about it, and worked for it. We wen
.the -ifice?

There is a good deal of wrong thinking on

question of self-sacrifice, and I hope Bro. McCa;

little book may set us to thinking about this

as some other things.* I trust the demand foi

the book will continue, and that several editions

may be speedily exhausted. W. B. Stover.

Buhar, India, Nov. so.

From North Dakota.

Dakota, a

been as pi

ndings

>w spent almost four months in North

d I can truthfully say that they ha

asantly spent as any I ever experienced

en due partly to the work in which I

mgaged, and partly to the pleasant

and associations I have enjoyed while

here. My work as a teacher is pleasant, no mattei

where the field, yet it gives one new inspiration to

work in a field where there is so much to be dons

and so few to respond to the call. Such
tion is always found in a new country.

There is much to be done here in all department

of labor, to make this country yield and develoj

all the possibilities it contains. The country

being settled quite rapidly, yet there is still roo

for many more to come and help in the great woi

of making it grow in prosperity and culture.

There is a great field here for religious worker

also. The Brethren are doing all they can and

am impressed with their earnestness, ye

so much to be done that it is impossib

few workers to accomplish all. Our church form

an important factor in the reli

this community, and it is quite important that «

look after her interests. It is always prudent t

reap where the harvest is ready, and work whe

there is a favorable interest manifest. In order t

do this we must have more workers. What «

need is more earnest, capable brethren to come t

this country to lighten and assist in

those who are already here. There is nothi

hinder the prosperity of any one who. is will:

work, and here is a large field in which to do

ious work. Young people of ability can do no bettt

than to go to a place where there is as much
as there is at this place. Many churches

East have more young people than they a
ploy in their church work. Why could not sotnl

of them come to a field where the harvest is grefl

and the laborers are few? I trust more will cool

labors 1
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nest efforts, ai

the Master's caus

near future, and, by their

lilding up a stronghold in

is northern section of our

Lillie Rover.

Notes x from x our x Correspondents.

B thirsty soul. 1

Long, of Ab-Oakland Mills, Pa.—Bro. O.

,0-ttstown, Pa , began laboring

ipring, Dec. 5, and continued until the 16th. One
oung man accepted Christ.—#. H.Jones, Dec. 28.

Mer Church, W. Va.—Bro. Beahm came to us

)ec. 25, and remained with us until the night of

:he 27th, preaching, in all, five sermons, besides

ief discourse on Sunday school work.

Ne feel much revived.— CynthaJ. Kohle, Dec. 28.

Ohio City, Ohio.— Bro. Jacob Heistand, of Hoag-
n, Ohio, began a series of meetings at the Lichty
:hoolhouse, Dec. 13. He preached each evening

id on Sundays till the 29th. Five were made
illing to walk in newness of life. Others were
ought near the kingdom.— C. D. Miller, Dec. 29.

Upper Stillwater Church, Ohio.—Bro. D. D.

'ine commenced preaching on the evening of

ec. 12, continuing till the evening of the 27th.

e preached with such earnestness and power, that

s sermons will not soon be forgotten. The inter-

t was good.—L. L. Landis, Bradford, Ohio, Dec. 28.

Tyner, Ind.—We enjoyed a series of meetings of

:arly two weeks, at the Blissville church, in the

ne Creek congregation, conducted by the home
inisters. The members were reminded of their

ties. One returned to the fold and another
omised to come in the near future.—/. G. Wagen-
tn, Dec. 30.

Adamsboro, Ind.— Our love feast was held Dec.
.
We had good attention and attendance.

Irethren Jacob Fisher, Ervin Fisher, and W. S.

ony were with us. Bro. Frank Lytle and wife
rove twenty five miles to attend our Communion.
[e has been a member for only two weeks.—E. C.

•flly, Dec. 28.

Bunkerhill, W. Va.—Bro. W. M. Wine, of Win-
lester, Va., held some interesting meetings at

unker Hill. He preached twelve sermons,—all to
te point. Many intelligent men and women ac-
aowledged that our brother proclaimed the Truth,
'e have three applicants for baptism.—;John H.
urner, Dec. 16.

Duncansville Church, Pa.—On Saturday even-

g, Dec. 26, we held a love feast in the Lamers-
About forty members were seated at

Among then

Our elder, J.

ly minister

)ne week ago
:h by bapt:

ling of

reach for

ch good w

year ago

d he still

first came

: table

mbers

I the

leeting.

oldest

rithi

. Sell, officiated,

esent. We had
e received two st

They enjoyed the love

-D. S. Replogle, McKees Gap, Pa., Dec.

Bible Normal.—The Octavia church, Nebi
ast quarterly council, to hold a 1

ng Feb. 15, and cl

ded
de-

ys' Bible Normal.

S Feb. 25. A comprehensive course of Bible
udy, suited to the needs of our ministers, dea-
ps, Sunday school superintendents, teachers and
We students in general, will be given, including
W Testament geography, New Testament study,
le geography of Palestine, etc. All who are inter-

Bible Normal studies, in the adjoining
furches, are cordially invited.—/. B. Moore.

°lpe, Kans.— The Verdigris church has just
osed a two weeks' series of meetings, conducted
Bro. J. J. Yoder, of Monitor, McPherson Coun-
Two were baptized and the church much built

and edified. Bro. A. M. Dickey, of McPherson,
i also present at several meetings. He is look-

location where he can have church privi-

Fredonia, Kans.—Bro. W'm. B. Sell, of th.

ola church, moved here Dec. 9. On the eve
Dec. 13 he commenced a series of meetings
he continued until the evening of the 25th. He
preached, in all, fifteen sermons. Dec. 26 he left
for Row Valley, where he will preach for a few
days. On his return home, he will

on New Year's evening. We hope n
be done.—Flora Darst, Dec. 28.

Middle Mountain, Va.—A little

Bro. Allen Calhoun first preached fo

tinued to come every three week:
preaches for us when he can. When
there were scarcely any members her

are ten members here. Bro. Calhoun needs some
help in the work. His health is not good and he has
a large field of labor. He and Bro. Beverage held a
love feast here, recently. We had a soul-cheering
meeting. Many here are near the kingdom.—yv.

W. Handon.

Four Mile Church, Ind.—Dec. 5, Bro. H. L Fade-
ly began meetings at the Whitewater house, in the
above-named church, and continued until Dec. 22,

preaching, in all, twenty-five sermons, full of gos-
pel truth. The members were greatly encouraged,
one precious soul put on Christ in baptism, and
others are almost persuaded. We had excellent in-

terest and order during these meetings. We ex-
pect Bro. Isaac Wike to conduct a series of meet-
ings at the Cottage Grove house during January.—
Clara A. Payton, Dec. 2j.

Waddam's Grove, 111.—We have just closed an
interesting and enjoyable series of meetings, which
began Dec. 5, conducted by Bro. John Heckman,
of Pine Creek, 111. He delivered thirty-two sermons,
besides holding three children's meetings. As an
immediate result, four were added to the fold and

The weather was favorable, and the

d interest good. The brethren and
much encouraged by the earnest

ur brother. Our Thanksgiving offer-

ing was applied to the Asia Minor and General
Mission Fund.—W. K. Moore, Nora, III., Jan. 1.

Eel River Church, Ind.—Bro. I. J. Rosenberger
came to our East house Nov. 13. and preached for

us till Dec. 3. The meetings were well attended.
Six were baptized and one was reclaimed. Others
are near the church. Bro. W. R. Deeter came to

our West house Dec. 8, and preached for us till

Dec. 28. The meetings were well attended. Sev-
en were baptized and many good impressions
As a Thanksgiving offering we took up a collection

for the meetinghouse in Washington, which result

ed in S9.36. May God bless every effort for th

spreading of the Gospel!

—

Samuel Leckrone, Norlh
Manchester, 2nd.

Spring Creek, Iowa.-

one restored,

attendance ai

preaching of (

Altho

Root Ri\

gcs. Our
,
De of tha

nary interest. Four were received by letter,
nine letters were granted. Our great need now

a house of worship.-/ M. Quakenbush, Dec. 29.

David Eby, of Lena,

le to us Dec. 5, and stayed till the 24th.

[h none united with the church, the mem-
re much built up and encouraged by his

unsel. A number of the members of the

li assisted during the meetings.

Our council was held Dec. 8. All the business

passed off in love and union. Brethren Harvey
Gillam and Frank Wolfe were advanced to the sec-

ond degree of the ministry. Bro. Harvey Gillam

delivered a very instructive sermon on Christmas

morning. After services a Christmas offering was
taken for the poor.

—

Nellie G. Beaver, Fredericks-

burg, Iowa, Dec. 26.

Wayside Gleanings.— I have just returned from
Circleville, Ohio, where I met with the members at

their love feast, Dec. 24. Members from Frank-

fort, Washington C. H„ and Jeffersonville, were al-

so present. Ministering brethren were James H.
May, Charles E. May, and Wiley Dolby. Eld.

James H. May officiated. It was a feast to the

soul,—one long to be remembered. The best of

order prevailed. After the feast the Brethren be-

gan a series of meetings, to continue until Jan. 5,

1897. 1 left for home Dec. 28. These brethren are

very judicious, and I hope much good may be done.

A churchhouse is needed there very much.—/. C.

Jones, Musselman, Ohio, Dec, jo.

Middle Fork Church, Ind.-Our quarterly church
meeting was held Dec. 31, 1896. One letter of
membership was granted, and Sio 10 donated for
the Washington City meetinghouse. There was al-
so some other business done. The attendance was
good and the work done seemed to be satisfactory
to nearly all present. Bro. D. P Shiveiy had to
close his meetings at New Hope, on account of
hoarseness, but he will continue the meetings in
February.-John E. Mitcger, Edna Mills, Ind., Jan. 2.

Dry Fork, Mo.—Bro. Lemuel Hillery was with
us over Christmas, and preached for us. He has
preached every night since, and will continue dur-
ing the week, if the weather permits. On Christ-
mas a collection was taken up for the Orphans'
Home in Smyrna. Five dollars was secured. On
the way home, in the evening, our horse ran away,
throwing out our mother and sister. The former
received several bruises about the head and face,
and the latter was hurt some, but not seriously.
Leslie P. Dunning, Jasper, Mo., Dec. 28.

Salem Church, Ohio—Our Bible school which
had been in session since Dec. 19 closed on the
29th. Quite a large class was organized, consisting
of members and friends from different congrega-
tions. Great interest was taken in the work, and a
number of the class are earnestly considering the
propriety of continuing it. Brethren E. S. Young
and David Hollinger, who gave the instructions,
did their work nobly. They have the thanks of the
class and church. Each evening, sermons were
preached on the "Life of Christ" On Christmas
Day a good sermon was preached on the "Birth oj

Christ." Bro. Samuel Horning commences a series

of meetings at this place next Saturday evening,
Jan. 2.—Jesse K. Brumbaugh, Union, Ohio, Dec. 31.

New Haven, Conn.— I returned to New Haven
to-day, after a five days' visit with parents and the
Brethren of the Amwell church, New Jersey. The
Brethren had been engaged in a two weeks' revival

meeting and we continued the preaching services

until last evening. The interest and attendance
during the meeting were very good. Most of the
preaching was very acceptably done by Bro. John
C. Reiff, of Juniata College, with a few se

Bro. F. F. Holsopple, of Parkerford,

Brethren seem much revived and er

Two souls made the good confession, a

are seriously considering their soul's welfare.

May the Lord bless the Brethren in their efforts to

advance the kingdom of Christ!—Amos H. Haines,

Dec. 28.

by
Pa. The
ouraged.

Conestoga Church, Pa.-

met in quarterly council,

hand, the whole day was oc

tion being quite large and
scattered, committees were

Dec. 26 the Brethren

Much work being on
:upied. Our congrega-

te membership much
appointed to consider

a well-filled house,

made remain and
!

—

Barbara Weaver,

best methods of dividing the same. A committee
was also appointed to take steps toward building a

churchhouse in the southern part of our church.

A collection was held for the churchhouse at Wash-
ington, D. C. and also for one in Montgomery
County. Dec. 5 Bro. Joseph Auker commenced a

series of meetings at Eby's meetinghouse. He had
good order and attention ai

May the many good impress)

bring forth fruit in its sea

Groff's Store, Pa.

Yoder Hill Church, Pa.—The Brethren here have
completed a new meetinghouse, which was dedi-

cated Nov. 1. Bro. C. C. Ellis, of Huntingdon,
preached an excellent dedicatory sermon, after

which a collection was taken, amounting to about

$95. Bro. Joseph Long, of York, Pa., began a se-

ries of meetings at Yoder Hill, Dec. 7, and closed

Dec. 16, with five applicants for baptism. He
preached, in all, eleven sermons, The meetings
were continued by Bro. C. C. Ellis until Dec. 22.

He preached six sermons at Yoder Hill and two
at the Walnut Grove meetinghouse in the

congregation. We hope the seed sown may
find good soil, and yield fruit abundantly. Since

our last report, six have been added to the church

by baptism, and one reclaimed.

—

A. J. Strayer, Dec,
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Bethel Church, Md.-Bro. E. Brun-

er, of Frederick City, began a series of

meetings Dec. 14, preaching, in all,

nine sermons. We had no additions,

but, we think, some lasting impressions

were made,—Clara R. Bowers, Harnty,

Md., Dec. M.

Hartford City, Ind. — Bro. Joseph

Spitzer began a very interesting series

of meetings Dec. 5. He preached, in

all, twenty-seven sermons. The meet-

ings were well altended, and many last-

ing impressions were made. — Rosella

Holcro/t, Dec. 28.

Wabash, Ind. — Our Christmas serv-

ices were conducted at the church by

the home ministers, at 10: 30 A. M.,

and were enjoyed by all present. The

young people kindly assisted in sing-

ing. An interesting singing school is

now in progress.

—

Kitlie Hunk, Dec. 27.

Lower Deer Creek Church, Ind.

—

Bro. David Dilling, of Monticello, be-

gan a series of meetings Dec. 8, and

continued until Christmas Day. Six

were added by baptism and two re-

claimed. We had good congregations

and good order.

—

A. Snoeberger, Dec. 2Q.

Huntington, Ind.—Bro. H. H. Bral-

lier, of Pierceton, Ind., came to us Dec.

6, and labored till the 23rd. Two pre-

cious souls were added to the church.

Others are not far off. Our council

was held Dec. 19. All business passed

off harmoniously.—John H. Christian,

Dec. 25.

Buck Creek Church, Ind. — This

church met in council Dec. 19. Since

our last report two have been reclaimed

and one baptized. We had a short se-

ries of meetings by the home ministry.

Much good was accomplished, though

there were no accessions.—/. B. Wike,

Mooreland, Ind., Dec. 22.

Fort Scott, Eans. — Our quarterly

council was held Dec. 19. The busi-

ness that came before the meeting was

disposed of in the fear of the Lord.

Our elder, J. H. Neher, was with us and

labored hard for the welfare of the

church. Since our last council eight

have been received into the church by

baptism. The good work here is mov-
ing along earnestly and quietly.

—

Mar)'

E. Tisdalc, Dec. 26.

Dorrance Church, Kans.—Bro. Hen-
ry Brubaker, of Chase, Rice County,

commenced preaching for us Dec. 5,

and gave us, in all, eighteen instructive

sermous. We had fine weather, moon-
light nights, good roads and excellent

Interest and attendance. There were
no accessions, but some were almost
persuaded. May the Lord bless the
seed that it may bring a bountiful har-

vest!—7. A". Strole, Dec. 26.

Canton, Ohio.—Arrangements have
been completed to hold meetings reg-

ularly in Canton each Sunday. The
meetings will be held alternately morn-
ing and evening. They will be held in

the Bethel house on East Tuscarawas
Street. Members having children or
friends in the city will please inform
them. We expect to have a series of
meetings, beginning Jan. 10. Bro.
Samuel Sprankle has promised to as-

sist us at that time. Our meetings
have been well attended, and a good
interest is manifested, both by mem-
bers and also the citizens ol Canton.—
John F. Kahler, 1S21 East Tuscarawas
St., Dec. 2S.

Reid, Md. — We have just closed a

very interesting series of meetings at

the Long Meadow meetinghouse, con-

ducted by Bro. Silas Hoover, who came

to us Dec. 12, and preached the Word
with power. Seventeen have united

with the church, and others are seri-

ously impressed.

—

John Rowland, Dec.

Landessville Church, Ind.—Dec. 10

Bro. Daniel Snell, of Sidney, Ind., be-

gan ^preaching for us, closing on the

27th. He gave us twenty-six instruct-

ive sermons. One was reclaimed. Al-

though there were no accessions by

baptism, we feel that the meetings

were a success.—D. B. Carber, Han-

field. Ind.

Rosedale, Kans.—The results of our

meetings here are most glorious. So

far eleven have been baptized and two

wandering ones reclaimed. The meet-

ings held by Eld. Glick were in dem-
onstration of the Spirit and great pow-

er. The results are inspiring. The ef-

fect upon the church is joy unspeaka-

ble. Bro. Glick goes from here to hold

:hurch, in Parsons City.—/. L. Switzer.

Pleasant Valley Church, Ind.—Sev-
:ral weeks ago Bro. Moses Mishler

ireached two sermons for us. At the

lose of the forenoon meeting two
nade application for church member-
hip. May they prove faithful! On
Christmas Day we were well enter-

:d by brethren Edson Ulery and

Harvey Schrock, who were chosen to

ministry last September. They
: been attending school at North

Manchester for some time, but are now
at home to spend their vacation.—C.

Schrock. Middlcbwy, Ind., Dec. 26.

Wolf Creek Church, Ohio.—We de-

cided Dec. 3 to have a series of meet-

ngs by the home ministers this year.

We commenced Dec. 6, and continued

until the 21st. Our elder, Bro. Jacob
Garber, gave us two sermons, Bro. S.

ning preached eight times, and
G Erbaugh six times Our other

chers also gave several sermons.

Brethren Henry Eby and J. K. Brum-
baugh favored us with a sermon also.

We had fair interest. One precious

ul named Christ in baptism. Our
crease for the year is as follows: By

baptism, eighteen; by letter, twenty-

e. Our decrease: By letter, twen-

ty-five; by death, nine; by expulsion,

ree. Total increase in number, four.

John Calvin Bright, Netv Lebanon.

Ohio, Dec. 2$.

Lower Deer Creek, Ind.—Bro. Jacob
Fisher, of Mexico, Ind., came to us

Oct. 16. and labored till the 25th. He
ched eight soul-cheering sermons.

Our church visit reported the i/th.

All passed off pleasantly. We restored

one dear sister to the fold and received

one by baptism. Bro. Fisher presided

over the meeting. Our love feast oc-

curred Oct. 24. The ministerial aid

was strong. Several of the members
could not get to the table for want of

room. Nov. 22 the writer baptized
three dear sisters. Bro. David Dilling,

of White County, came to us Dec. 8,

and labored till the 25th, preaching, in

all, twenty soul-cheering sermons. We
received six by baptism and restored
two to the fold. Others, we hope, are
not far from the kingdom.—Benjamin
Wray, Dec. 26;

Chiques Church, Pa.— Dec. 1:

J. H. Longenecker, of Palmyra,

to us and preached sixteen

the Fairview house. Three confessed

Christ, while others are counting the

cost. The saints were encouraged to

still greater efforts.

—

P. C. Geib, Mas-

tersomnlle, Pa., Die. 26.

-MATR.MONIAL-

WAGNER-MYERS.-At the home of the

>ride's parents, liro. 1. L. Myers, in the Camp
>eck church, 111., Dec. 20, 1896, by the under-

jigned, Bro. Charles A. Wagner and sister Car-

oline M. Myers, bwlh of Fandon, 111.

S. S. Hummer,

BARNS—TROSTLE.—At the home of the

bride's parents. John Trostle, in the bounds of

the Marsh Creek church, Pa., Dec. 24, 1896, by

the undersigned, Bro. Levi Barns, of near

Westminster, Md., and sister Sarah Matilda

Trostle, of Adams County, Pa.

C. L. Pfoutz.

SHEARER — BEIVER. — At the home of

the bride's father, Louis Beivcr, Dec. 24, 1S06,

by M. E. Bachman, Howard Shearer and Katie

Arabelle Beiver, both of Union Deposit, Pa.

C. H. BalsbauGH,

FALLEN + ASLEEP ...

CADWALLADER. — Near Ludlow Falls,

Ohio, Nov. 10. 1896, Nixon, son of the late Eld.

John Cadwallader, of Pleasant Hill, Ohio, aged

70 years and 2 days. Deceased was bom near

Hillsboro, Highland Co., Ohio. Services con-

ducted by Eld. Jesse Stutsman, assisted by
friend Enos Pemberton. Levi MlNNIpH.

ROSBOROUGH. — At Loudonville, Ohio,

Dec. 13, 1896, of scarlet fever, Ray Sylvannis,

infant son of Wilbur and sister Hattie Rosbor-

jugh, aged 1 year, 8 months and 14 days. He
was buried on Monday afternoon at Bethesda

Chapel. Services conducted by the writer.

Arthurs. Workman.

BALDWIN.—At Chicago, 111., Dec. 9, 1896,

C. E. Baldwin, husband of sister Clara Bald-

He was instantly killed at 10: 30 P M.,

: Root Street Crossing, by a Rock Island

passenger train. The remains were taken to

Mt. Morris for interment, where sister Bald-

with her five little orphans, will make
their future home. Services in the Chapel by
I. Bennett Trout. W. R. Miller.

MYERS. — At Greenmount, Rockingham
Co., Va., Nov. 25, 1806, Bro. Christian Myers,

aged 87 years, 1 month and 24 days. He was
born Oct, 1, 1S09, in Shenandoah County, Va.

was married to Mary Kline, March 24, 1830.

is union was blessed with seven children,

: of whom died in infancy; the remaining

are all members. His wife preceded him
the spirit land July 20, 1884. Bro. Myers
ted with the church in 1861. He was re-

markable for his temperate habits, and his tin-

ning disposition. He lingered long at the

portals of the unseen shore. He passed away
it as quietly as he lived, and was laid to

on Thanksgiving Day. His star went
down in ihe evening twilight to rise in the

n of ihe resurrection morn. Funeral serv-

by brethren J. P. Zigler and Benj. Miller,

from 2 Cor. 5: 6-8. D. Hays.

BRUMBAUGH. — In the Solomon's Creek
church, near New Paris, Ind., Dec. 16, 1896, of

brain fever, Riley, son of Bro. John and sister

Mary Brumbaugh, aged 13 years and 4 days.

Little Riley was a regular Sunday school at-

tendant. Funeral services by Bro. D. B. Gib-
son, of Illinois, and the home ministers, from
Heb. 9: 27. Mary C. Warstler.

BOWSER. — In the Yellow Creek church.

Bedford Co., Pa., Dec. 7, 1896, of cancer, sister

Elizabeth, wife of Bro. John K. Bowser, aged

54 years, 7 mouths and 25 days. She bore her
suffering with much patience. She united with

the Brethren church in her youth, and was
faithful until death. She leaves a husband
and two adopted children. Funeral services

by brethren Samuel Ritchey, David A. Stayer

and John S. Rush. Her remains were laid to

rest in the Bethel graveyard.

Harry Burket,

the church. A large concoi

friends were in attendan

Services by elders I. B. Trc

FIKE.-NearEglon, W. Va , Nov. 28,

of diphtheria and diphlberettc croup,

Elizabeth C. Fike, aged 33 years, 9 month

IS days. She was the wife of Bro. Air

Fike and daughter-in-law of Eld. Aarou Fik,

She leaves a husband and four little daughter

Funeral services at Maple Spring by Bro. G6

S. Arnold.

FIKE.—In the same family, and of the s

disease, Dec 2, 1896, Aaron Landis Fike,

«

I year, 2 months and 19 days. Funeral s

ices at Maple Spring by Bro. Geo. S. Arnold,

Rachel Weim

WEAVER.—Near Wagstaff, Kans., Dec,

1896, of dropsy of the heart, Abraham Weavt

aged 6y years and 2 months. He was born ;

Holmes County, Ohio. Three days before 1

died he sent for the Brethren and was receivi

into fellowship, 511 far as possible in his coin

tion. Funeral services from I Sam. 28: 18.

I. H. Crist.

SHELLY. — In the Shannon congregate

Carroll Co., III., sister Elizabeth, wife of Abr

ham Shelly, aged 85 yea

days. She united with the Brethren churt

about sixty-five years ago, and lived a

plary Christian lite, being very much attache

to the cause of her Savior, and the interest

se of relatives ai

: at the funer

t and H. Martin

D. Rowland.

MANN. — In the Solomon's Creek churc

near Benton, Ind., Dec. 8, 1896, Bro. Frederic

Mann, aged 80 years, 9 months and iS day

He was born in Franklin County, Pa. He wj

married to Elizabeth Toms, Aug. 1, 1839. 1

this union were born twelve children, Six

them, with the companion, preceded him. 1

united with the Brethren about three years aj

Funeral services by Bro. J, H. Warstler frc

the words, " The living know that they mi

e." Mary C. Warstler,

BOLINGER—In the North Manchester cr

gregation, Ind., Nov. 15, 1896, of diphlhcr

Lulu, daughter of Bro. Henry and sister Ma
etia Milliliter, aged 9 years and 10 days. 5

was a patient little sufferer. Funeral servic

by the writer, assisted by Bro. A. L. Wright.

E. M. Com

WAKEMAN.—At Mt Jackson, Va., Dec

96, Lydia Catherine (//« Wilkin), wife of
J.

O. Wakeman, aged 41 years and 23 days, Sh

was married Feb 27, 1S79. She leaves a d(

voted husband and four children. She was

member of the Brethren church about fiftei

years, during which time she lived a devnti

Christian.
"

' B. W. NefF,

GARN.—In the Salem congregation, Ind

Dec. 8, 1896, of typhoid fever, Bro. Chides
Garn, aged 34 years, 8 months and 28 day

He leaves a wife and three little girls. A li

tie boy preceded him two years ago. Funer

services by Bro. J. V. Felthonse.

[Bu

CHARLES.—In the White Oak church, Ho

lowtown, Ohio, Dec. 12, 1896, sister Ha
Charles, aged 77 years, 8 months and 11

She lived a consistent Christian life for ;

fifty-five years. Funeral services by the

er from 2 Cor. 5: 1, B. S. Land*

WILSON.—In the Deep Water church, Hei

ry Co., Mo., Oct. 15, 1896, of diphtheria, Esti

Florence, daughter ul friend Edwin am
Maggie Wilson, aged 5 years and 17 day

Funeral sermon from John 11: 25, by Bro. Ce

Lentz. Lizzie Fahnest

HOUGENDOUGLER.—In the Deep WaU
church, Mo., of convulsions/Mary Jane.daiu;

ter of brother and sister William Hougendoi

ler, aged 3 years, 1 month and 8 days. Fune

al services by Bro, John Hougendougler
Brethren church. Li/zie Fahnest

SHAVER— In the Greenmount church, Va

Oct. 18, 1896, of heart failure, Bro. Samuel Sb)

ver, aged 77 years and 1 day. He leave

son and four daughters,— all members of it

church. Services at the Greenmount churc

by J. C, Myers from Heb. 9: 27.

Jacoh A. Gar

ROUDABUSH.-In the Greenmount churd

Va., Nov. 9, 1896, of heart exhaustion, sis

Rebecca F. Roudabush, aged 45 years,

months and 1 day. She leaves a husband a

four children,—three sons and one daughter,-

to mourn their loss. Services at the Linvill

Creek church, by J. C. Myers and the v

from Matt. 24: 44. Jacob A, Garuek.
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THOMPSON.— In the Jacob's Creek church,

near Laurel vi lie, Pa., Dec. 21, 1806, sister Elis-

abeth Thompson, aged 77 years. Funeral serv-

ices by the writer fmm the words, " Weep not;

she is not dead, but sleepeth."

J. K. Eicher.

WOODS.—At the home of his daughter, in

Chicago, III., Dec. 15, 1896, John Woods, aged

74 years, 4 months and 15 days. He was born
near Salem, Va., July 30, 1822. Two years ago
he received a severe paralytic stroke, from

1 1 Men

nplair

aysr

ed. He was a

li tested that s

cha:

his whole life. A short service was held in

Chicago, and the body taken to Roanoke, 111.,

for interment. Mary Woods Hatfield.

GLOCK.—In Black Log, Juniata Co,, Pa.,

Dec. 16, 1S96, Goldie, daughter of Bro. Christ.

and sister Ada Glock, aged 2 years, 5 months
and 3 days. Little Goldie, in some unaccount-

able way, during the absence of her parents,

set fire to her clothing. She was burned so

badly that death followed in a few hours. Fu-
neral services by the undersigned from Eccl.

7: 17- John E. Garver.

DILLING.-In the Clover Creek church,

Pa., Dec. 6, 1896, sister Susan, wife of friend

Isaac Dilling, aged 67 years, 4 months and 6
days. She was an earnest Christian and loved
by all who knew her. She was the mother of

twelve children, of whom eight survive. Fu-

neral services by Eld. Brice Sell from 1 Pet
i:4,5-

J. G. Mock.

SHELLABERGER.—In the Mercer church
Ohio, Nov. 16, 1896, of membranous croup,
Franklin, son of Bro. J. J. Shellaberger, aged

9 years, 9 months and 29 days. He was a
bright young boy and loved by his associates.

Funeral services by Peter A. Miller from Psa.

16: 11, latter clause. Jno. Shellaiiekger,

WEDDLE. - In the Spring River church,
Mo., Dec. 3, 1896, infant son of Bro. Henry and
sister Mahala Weddle.

WEDDLE. — In the same family, Dec.
1S96, infant daughter, aged 12 days. Servic
by the writer.

J. K. Shively.

HOOVER.—In the Coquille Valley church,
Oregon, Dec. 13, 1896, Lucius Lestei

Bro. Willis and sister Artha Hoover, aged 3
months and 23 days. Funeral services by Bro.
Thomas Barklow. Sarah A. VanDyke.

HOLSOPPLE.—In the Prairie View church,
Mo., Dec. 10, 1896, infant son of Hiram L. and
Sallie Holsopple, aged 1 month and 9 days.
Funeral services by Bro. David Bowman, from
Mark 10; 14. Bertha Kring.

FOCKLER.— Near Canton, Ohio, Oct. 29,

1896, Jonathan Fockler, aged 81 years, 2
months and 27 days. Deceased was born near
Harrisburg, Pa. He was married to Mary Bar-
nette, Aug. 12, 1839. Their union was blessed
with nine sons and three daughters. Five sons
preceded their father. His wife is still living.
Deceased was a consistent member of the
Brethren church for about twenty years, and
lived a devoted life. Funeral services by the
writer.

. John F. Kahler.

SHATTO—In the Lower Cumberland cc
gregation, Pa., Dec. 22, 1896, Bro. Samuel Sbat-
to, husband of Elisabeth Shatto, aged 88 yea
2 months and I day. He was a member of the
church for fifty-five years, and for a number of
years the oldest brother in the congrcgati

J. B. Garv

STRAYER.— In the Johnstc
tion, Pa., Nov. 7, 1S96, by accide:
road, Ira, son of Mr. Aaron ai

Strayer, aged about 14 years. Funeral serv-
ices by Bro. G. S. Rairigh. A. J. Strayer.

SHIMER.—Near Tocsin, Ind., Dec.21, 1896,
of typhoid fever, Oliva Florence, daughter of
Bro. Ober and Susanna Shimer, aged 14 years,
S months and 20 days. She leaves father,
mother, eight sisters and two brothers. Two
sisters and one brother preceded her. Funer-
al services by the writer from Heb. 13: 14, as-
sisted by Mr. Smith. H. J. Beagle.

NI HART.—In the Pleas;
Elkhart Co., Ind., Dec. 17, ._,_
tion, sister Mary Anne, daughter of Bro. David
Nihart, aged 18 years, 3 months and 6 days.
She joined the Brethren church in October,
1895. and was a faithful member until her
death. Funeral services at the Pleasant Val-
ley church, by Eld. C. Schrock, from Zech, 14;

? L, E. Weaver, I

STONER.—Near Canton, Ohio, Dec, 8,

Johnny Oriel Stoncr, aged 5 years, 6 mc
and 3 days. John F. Kahle

SHATTO.—In the Lower Cumberland
gregation, Pa., Dec. 14, 1806, Elisabeth Shatto,
aged 75 years and 22 days. J. B. Garv

ADVERTISEMENTS •

On* year ( S a times). .,

Cincinnati Flyer.

Morion Route and C. H. & D.

Farm and Mill for Sale.

Baltimore City Church.

uildlngaeliuruli In 1

James T. Quinlan,

Shipping and Commission Merchant

305 S. Charles St.. Baltimore, Md,

, Eggs, PouItry.G

Our Publications.

Children at Work.—Weekly; well-illustra-

ted; contains the Sunday school lesson, with
explanation, etc., adapted to the understanding
of small children. No better publication can
be found for the little boys and girls of our
Sunday schools.

The following is the list of the periodicals
Sunday School Helps, etc.

The fJospel Messenger—A large, religious
weekly,—published in the interest of the Brcth-

t church and their only

rgan. Price, $1.50 perrecognized

The Young Disciple.—An illustrated week-
ly for the young. This is one of the most in-

teresting Sunday school papers published, and
should be used in all the schools within reach
of our people.

1897
Brethren's Family Almanac

Our Almanac for 1897 has been greatly cn-
rged and well deserves a place in every fam-

f. Send ten rents for a copy, or, better
et, semi $].t>0 for the Gosi'EL Mksshn-
sr from now to the end of 1897, and receive

the Almanac

FREE.
BTWe also offer liberal inducements to

agents who are prepared to push the sale of
the Almanac. Write us!

Brethren's Publishing Co.,

Mount Morris. III.

:..|.ki

Brethren's Family Alms
ily should have this Almanac
ery way. Price, per copy,
terms to energetic agents,

Brethren's Quarterly—Prepared for all a

throughout, I

Brotherhood, a

MplOB

; explanation of the lesson

preparing this quarterly

' in view the needs of the
d aim to fully adapt it to their

SXc

Juvenile Quarterly—Prepared especially

for the intermediate classes. This is one of the
ist, and best illustrated quarterlies pub-

lished. The pictures are selected with great

;, and every lesson is illustrated. The little

s are delighted with it,

Sunday School Supplies We keep any
thing that is used iu Sunday school work.
Write us (or prices on goods not adver-
tised here.

C(-jiis:.rt.-£a

t Valley church,

The Doctrine of the Brethren Defended.

We are admonished by the apostle to give ;

reason to every man of the hope that is in us

Often we are interrogated upon points o

church doctrine on which we cannot give th<

desired information, and would be glad t<

know just where to get it. "The Doctrine o:

the Brethren Defended" contains a complete
exposition of the Faith and Practice of the

Brethren, the Divinity of the Holy Spirit, Im
mersion. Feet-washing, the Lord's Supper, thi

Holy Kiss, Non-conformity, Secret Societies

etc. Price, per copy, cloth binding, $1.25; ti

ministers, Si.00. Address this office for furthe

particulars concerning terms to agents,

Sunday School Reward Cards.—Our stock
of cards is large and presents a v

in styles and prices so as to please all,

Please send us a trial order and be

|®-Wc call special :

passed facilities in procuring for our readers
any book published, at especially low prices.

In ordering books always give title of book,
author and publisher.

If you get an Almanac, be sure to get a good
ne. The Brethren's Almanac has at

ssentials of a first-class Almanac,

Life and Sermons of Eld. James Qulnter.

: life i f the Infinit

ire glad

i bright

a noted author.

our Brotherhood has mei

:ness all around, have shon

i on the firmament of ti

ght fresh to our minds in glancing through
the pages of " Life and- Sermons of Eld. James
Quinter." No one can read an account of Bro.

Quinter's life without feeling deeply and favor-

ably impressed. Price, post-paid, $1.25. To
ministers, $1.00. Special terms to agents.

Address this office.

"J".!

"C» d Flowers,

One. .1 B8J*x6>tf,. .

'•:;',-<.',

3tfx6«, . . .

Borlpture ']

Other Helps.—We are prepared to finish
Bible Dictionaries, Commentaries, Maps, and
Biblci of every description. Always write 11

before ordering elsewhere,

When ordering cards be sore to give onm-
and price as well as the name, so that

e may be no mistake.

Teeter's Commentary.

You shou.d, by all means, have the

New Testament Commentary, because,

1. It is non-sectarian.

2. It is brief and to the point.

3. No effort is made to evade the sense of a

single text, however unpopular.

4. It Is Impartial in its explanation of all

texts, whether dor l final, practical, or historical

5. It does not burden the reader with lengthy
speculative theories.

6. More actual knowledge may be gained in

a given time of its study, than of others, be-

cause of its close adherence to the text.

7. Its arrangement Is simple, and easily

comprehended, by even the ordinarily educat-

ed.

8. Its style of language is especially adapt-

ed to the common reader.

9. Seven helps are usually fotrad on each
page to get at the truth, vi*H

(1) The Authorized (or common) Version of

the New Testament.

(2) The Revised Version of the New Testa-

(3) The usual marginal references of the Au-
oriied Version following each verse.

(4) The best marginal readings of the Au-
thorized Version,

(5) The marginal readings of the Revised
Version.

(6) The explanatory notes on the text.

{7) The references in the notes, (a) to other

notes, directly on the subject or in comparison
with it; (f>) to other texts, directly on the sub-

.Hll i

10. It Is a sofe book to have in a family of

children, because (1) it will lead them into the

truth, and (2) keep them out of religious error.

ir. The small price asked for it is as nothing

compared with the great good that may be had
from a diligent study of it by all classes of per-

(1) It will impress the unconverted lo

heed the bidding of Christ, "Come unto me,"

(2) It will equip the Christian to "give a
n of the hope that is in " him. (3) It will

aid the Sunday school worker in the study of

his New Testament lesson. (4) It will furnish

ninister with many subjects among the

\, sufficiently expanded for the ground-

work of sermons, directly in line with the sense

of the place and text.

: work is in two large volumes, The
print is excellent and the binding the very

U t

>n receipt of price the two volumes will be
t prepaid to any part of the United States,

Good terms to agents desiring to canvass for

the work, Address:
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The government in India is doing much to re-

lieve the suffering of the people, brought about by
the famine. As many as 750,000 persons are receiv-

ing aid. The distress would have been still great-

er, had it not been for the rains of November and
December, and another rain the first week in Janu-

ary. To this suffering must yet be added the great

plague that is almost depopulating the City of Bom-
bay. Thousands of people have died, and still

more have fled from the city for safety, until

not more than half of the population remains. It

is said that the weekly mortality is two hundred per

thousand, and that more shops are closed than are

opened in the native quarter. In many parts of

India an army of workers are employed to relieve

the afflicted and starving. Neither the famine nor
the plague is likely to become general, but the suf-

ferings they are producing are appalling. The gov-
ernment is doing its utmost to reach the people
with such assistance as they may need, and it is not
likely that outside aid will be called for.

While famines are prevailing in Turkey and in

India, our attention has been recalled to the terrible

famine which devastated China some twenty years
ago. At that time millions died of want, especially

m the interior provinces. A recent letter from Mr.
Davis, of Jen Ts'un, Shansi, speaks of some re-

minders of that terrible disaster that are now to be
seen near them. In a village near Fen cho-fu there
still stands a large number of trees, dead, and entire-
ly stripped of bark. The inhabitants of the village,

after exhausting all ordinary supplies of food,

stripped these trees and ground the hark, subse-

quently dying of starvation, leaving not a single

survivor to own the lands or the houses. There is

much good land in that vicinity to which no one

lays claim, the owners and all their relatives hav-

ing perished; the villages are still standing, without

a single inhabitant. Mr. Davis says that to the few

Christians at Jen Ts'un who retain the traditions of

this famine, he stated the case of the sufferers in

Turkey, and they instantly made a contribution to

be sent to these Armenians; one person giving one-

fifth of a month's wages, others an eighth, and an-

other a tenth. This surely indicates a good spirit

among the Chinese.

—

Missionary Herald.

is looked upon as the weaker

vessel, still it seems that her chances for long life

are much better than those of the man. The North

Aptertcan Review has collected some facts along

this line that prove interesting reading. A group

ot people, cited by one of the most careful and

least credulous of the numerous English authors of

works on the subject, shows that out of sixty-six

persons who were a hundred years old and upward,

there were forty-three women to twenty-three men.

A census of centenarians, taken in France in 1895,

gives two hundred and thirteen persons of one hun-

dred years and over, of whom one hundred and for-

ty-: Tiu

oldest was a woman who had just died at one hun-

dred and fifty in a village of the department of

Haute Garonne. Nearly all of the centenarians be-

longed to the lowest ranks of life. In London, the

census of 1891 shows twenty-one centenarians, five

men to sixteen women. Our census of 1890 gives

3,981 persons of one hundred years of age, or over,

of whom 1,3138 were men and 2,583 women. Of

course the disproportion is not always so great as

this, but it seems to be a well-established fact that

the preference in the race for longevity.

The Independent (New York) for January 7, con-

tains an unusual amount of valuable information

concerning nearly forty different denominations in

the United States. There are thirty-seven well-

written articles, prepared by as many writers, each

one being selected to write up the doings of his

people for the year just closed. The articles are

well worth reading and preserving. This is a

yearly feature of the Independent that is highly ap-

preciated, and enables its readers to keep posted

on the religious movements and growth in all parts

of the country. Since each denomination is repre-

sented by a man of that faith, there can be no ques-

tion about the fairness of the reports published.

It is interesting to study some of the statistics. Of

the Baptists there are thirteen branches and 4,152,-

857 members. The Catholics are divided into six

branches, and number 8,287,048. The number of

Disciples is reported to be 1,003,672. There are

nineteen branches of Lutherans and 1,420,905 com-

municants. The Methodists, with their seventeen

branches, number 5,652,289. Of the Presbyterians,

there are twelve branches and 1,460,346 members.

The Episcopalians number 645,566. These are a

few of the larger denominations. The whole num-

ber foots up 25,424,333. Of these there are a little

over eight millions of Catholics, or about one-third.

It will thus be seen that in the United States the

Protestants outnumber the Catholics about two to

The French are experts in undertaking to do
things that others do not think about. It is re-

ported that a Frenchman is trying to compel his

bees to make medicated honey. He keeps them
under glass, and gives them only flowers that pos-

sess the properties desired in the honey. In this

way he obtains different kinds of honey, suited to

coughs, colds, etc. The story is probably not

worth much, but it reminds us of the churches

that are seeking what they call the "Bread of

Life," flavored to order. They are willing to pay
the preacher, who can give them just what they

want,— a big price,—and will keep him just as long

as he can produce the spiritual food that will draw
the people. While we have our doubts concerning

the Frenchman's scheme, we have none respecting

the possibility of securing preachers who can flavor

the Word, as they call it, to suit the wants of

those who pay the bills. It is what may be de-

nominated the medicated Gospel.

Millions of people in the over-crowded parts of

Europe and Asia might find excellent homes in the

great Amazon Valley of South America, were prop-

er inducements held out and the country rightly

opened up for settlers. It is probably the second

Mississippi Valley of the world, with advantages,

so far as nature is concerned, almost equal to those

found in our country. The Amazon is the largest

river in the world, and capable of floating the

largest vessels made. The valley contains not far

from 800,000 square miles, with a vast tropical re-

gion, practically undeveloped. Here is room for

millions upon millions of people, and, as the popu-

lation of the world increases, much of the surplus

may settle in this extensive territory, and still not

occupy it all. What work there is yet to do in this

world! Here are great plains yet to be peopled,

thousands of cities to build, and all the people

who are to occupy them ought to be educated,

Christianized, and developed. There is no use for

the Christian worker to think of taking a rest when
there is so much to be done. The harvest is in-

creasing, but where are the laborers!

In this issue Bro. Fercken tells us of the Abyssin-

ians, among whom Christianity was probably intro-

duced by the eunuch, whom Philip baptized, and

sent on his way rejoicing. Among the strange

things to be found in Abyssinia are a number of

churches hewn from the solid rock. In one city

six may be found. Portions of the mountains were

hewn away, leaving large blocks attached to the

mountain only at the base or one side. These

blocks were made the shape of a church, some of

them having pillars and porticoes. The inside was

then worked out, with windows, doors, pulpits, etc.

The walls are from six to eight feet thick, and ev-

erything was finished up in good shape. They were

completed about six hundred years ago, and it. is

recorded that it took five hundred workmen twen-

ty-three years to complete the task. Within, the

buildings are said to be in a fine state of preserva-

tion, but the exteriors have suffered not only from

the weather, but from the hands of those who have

no regard for anything that pertains to Christiani-

ty. These are probably the most solidly built

churches in the world, and they are most assuredly

founded upon the rock, and will stand the force of

the wind, rain and floods. Were we equally careful

in building up churches in all parts of the land, we

would have congregations that would not only stand

the test of time, but they would be in a condition to

defy the fiery darts of the evil one,
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'Study to itiow thyself approved u

IN REMEMBRANCR.

Mv i the cup n( so

rnitas 1 will.And, I

l!n- l-r. .11 h of the myrrh and aloes

Clings to its sharp edge still;

tut if ever I fain would leave it

With the hitter drugs unquaffed,

esus, I try to remember
Thine was a harder draft!

My path is beset with briars;

They tear my lagging feet;

Dark arc the ways I wander.

Cruel the foes I meet;

Hut if ever I fain would linger.

Then comes that Face divine

Jesus, I try to remember
A wearier road was thine!

My<
nds to the very bone;

But if to the top of Calvary

I needs must climb alone,

When the soul that I would have died for

Turns, ice and stone, from me,

Savior of all, I remember
A world rejected Thee!

—Ave Afai

•THE MINISTRATION OF THE SPIRIT.'

In Nine Parts.—Part 3—The Coming of the Comforter.

" It is expedient for you that I go away."—John 16: 7.

Jesus says, " If I depart I will send him unto you.

If I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto
you. It is expedient lor you that I go away. I tell

you the truth." John 16: 7. It seems as if this lan-

guage was chosen that it might not be misunder-
stood. " Nevertheless I tell you the truth,"—as if

sometimes he failed to tell the truth? No, as if to

remind them that, among truths you forget, don't

forget this one.

May 24, when the Annual Meeting was assem-
bled at Ottawa, on Pentecost Day, we had for our
lesson here the second- chapter of the Acts, with
comments. As the Holy Spirit came down on Pen-
tecost Day, how fitting a time for our Annual Meet-
ing! How much the Spirit's presence is desired!

After the marvelous results of the descent of the
Spirit, manifest on that first Pentecost Day, Peter
is called on to explain. He regards the matter as
of God, definitely arranged. They, the Christians,

had come together that morning early, for one pur-
pose. Acts 2: 1. They were waiting for the prom-
ise of the Father, before they went out from Jerusa-
lem to evangelize the world. Luke 24: 49. The
time, known from the beginning, had fully come,
" the morrow after the sabbath," the wave-sheaf day
(Lev. 23: 11-16) had witnessed the resurrection, the
" seven sabbaths," when the new offering should be
made ( Num. 28: 26 to 29: 6), had been counted; the
Christ had been ten days gone. He had left a
promise to send the Comforter (John 15: 26); the
day was fully come (Acts 2: i), on time, to those
waiting; now comes the Holy Ghost. As we call

Christmas the birthday of Christ, may not Pente-
cost be called the birthday of the Spirit?
The people were all amazed. Acts 2: 12. The

question did not long remain whether these men
were full of new wine (Acts 2: 13), but at once
turned to what to do to receive the same gift of the
Holy Ghost. Peter, with calm insight into the di-
vine plan, said, "The promise is unto you, and to
your children, and to all that are afar off, even as
many as the Lord our God shall call." Acts 2: 39.
It seems to me that perhaps Peter was urging the
people not to think that the wonderful gift was for
himself and a few others only. "The promise is

unto you," he said, " and to your children." This
means not the hearers only, but unborn nations are
included,—" and to all that are afar off." Amen —
that means the heathen and all the rest of us.

' Ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost"
(Acts 2; 38), on the condition that ye "repent and
be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the re-

mission of your sins." Are the remission of sins

and the gift of the Holy Ghost apostolic institu-

tions? Are these promises intended only for the

apostles? I have not so learned of the Lord. On
the other hand, the promise is to the " unborn " and

the » far off."

Considering the promise, shall we regard the de-

scent of the Holy Spirit as upon individuals, the

power to pass away with the individuals, or upon
the church, to remain with and in the church during

the age (John 14: 16), "with power according to

thespi-itof holiness"? Rom. 1:4. I rather think

that Peter held the latter opinion: "The promise is

unto you (men who were not then of the number),

and to your children, and to them that are afar off."

Paul believed with Peter, " Ye are the temple of

God, and the Spirit of God dwelleth in you." 1 Cor.

3: 16. Is not "the church, which is his body"
(Eph. 1: 23), "fitly framed" (Eph. 2: 21) and
"builded together for an habitation of God through

the Spirit"? Eph. 2:22. Then the church is the

body, and Christ is the head of the body. Eph. 2:

20. The Spirit's place is in the body. What a sad

sight is a body without a spirit! One such is dead
and only awaits a burial.

Is the Holy Spirit the life-power of the church?
Is the Holy Spirit the moving power of the church?
Is the church the Spirit's continual abiding place?

It rather seems to me that this is the divine plan,

that the New Testament directs our faith in this

It has occurred to me that all who are in truth,

according to Christ, identified with the body of

Christ, do have the gift of the Spirit. Baptized

to the Spirit, what less shall we expect? But a

is possible for a man to become hungry, with food

near at hand, he not knowing the food is there, is

it not possible for one having the Spirit, not to

know that he has it, and, therefore, to act as if he
did not have it?

If the church is the body of Christ, how high is

our position in Christ? I am a part of his body, and
his Spirit dwelleth in me. Once he occupied one
body like mine; now he is the head of ten thousand
bodies like mine. Once his Spirit dwelt in the

flesh of one body, now that same Spirit dwells in

ten thousand different bodies of like flesh! What
shall we say, then? Is the child of God a Christ

with the power of Christ? Let the Scriptures an-

swer the question. The body of the child of God
is a holy temple of God (1 Cor. 3: 17), and unto
everyone is " given grace according to the gift of

Christ" (Eph. 4: 7), "to every man the measure of

faith" (Rom. 12: 3).

Is not this, then, the secret of holiness,—God
the Spirit within me imagining God the Son with-

out? Is not this, then, the death-knell to my sin-

ning,— I am dead, have been buried, am alive again

in the Spirit? Outside the kingdom I know noth-

ing, for I dwell in the kingdom. Who can be
mean, remembering that his life is only in the

Spirit? Out of the Spirit he is a fish out of water.

Who can be else but noble and god, when he re-

members that Christ has so much confidence in

him as to entrust him with his Spirit, to sign his

prayers, to do his burden-bearing, to carry on the

work, to glorify the Father, aye, that he regards
this better than to keep his Spirit in his own first

body of the flesh!

Bulsar, India.

THE BAPTISM OF THE ABYSS1NIANS.

BY G. j. FERCKEN.

The recent war between the Abyssinians and the
Italians, in which the latter were so humiliatingly
discomfited, induces us to say something about
the religion of the victors, known also as the Ethi-

opians, and whose Negus, or Emperor, is now the
much-heard-of Menelik, who pretends to be a de-
scendant of King Solomon and of Balkis, Queen
of Sheba.

Vain attempts have been made to Romanize
the Abyssinians. Missionaries were first sent thith-

er by Popes Nicholas IV ( 1288-92) and John XXII
(1316-34); and by later Popes down to Gregory

XVI (1831-46) who started in 1838, a vigorous mis

sion, which, for a while, was most promising; but

in 1854 the missionaries were driven from the coun-

try, and the work has not since been resumed. Nor
have Protestant missions been any more success-

ful. Bishop Gobat and Kugler (1826), Isenberg

( 1835) and others worked there heroically, but in

1843 reluctantly abandoned the field. In 1888 Rus-

sia sent a missionary expedition into Abyssinia,

It remains to be seen if the Greek church will do
any better.

The persecution of the Protestant Missionaries,

Flack, Myers, Waldmeyer, and other?, by King
Theodore, and the war, which the latter waged with

England in 1866-67, are worth being known by stu-

dents of history and friends of foreign missions.

The religion of the Abyssinians, although Chris-

tian, exhibits a curious admixture of essential-

ly Jewish ideas, all of which probably shows that

the Abyssinians had early contact with Juda-
ism, perhaps as far back as Solomon's time. Jews
are very numerous there now, and are known as

the Falashas. They are industrious, orderly and
noted for skill in masonry. They know nothing of

Hebrew, their language being Geez (Ethiopic), in

which they have a translation of the Old Testament
and its Apocrypha. Their religious practices are

like the Jews, except that they do not observe the
Feast of Purim and the dedication of the Temple.
They also add many superstitions, and offer

prayers and sacrifices for the dead. They number
about 100,000.

Christianity was introduced in Abyssinia about
the middle of the fourth century, and founded by
the Syrian Frumentius, who, with his brother
/Edesius, had been a prisoner at the Abyssinian
court at Auxumis (modern Axum). Released aft-

er a time, he went to Alexandria, where he was
consecrated bishop by Anathasius, and sent back
to Christianize the Abyssinians. He received the
title Abuna {our father) and Abba Salama {father

ofpeace) which are still used by his successors. On
his return he baptized the King, his brother and
other subjects.

The Abyssinians have never been liberated from
the Mosaic law through faith in Jesus Christ.

They practice circumcision, and, like our modern
Sabbatarians, observe the Jewish Sabbath instead

of the " first day of the week;" they establish dis-

tinction between clean and unclean foods, and
practice the Levirate. The Bible is in Ethiopic now
a dead language, and is read about by priests who
commonly cannot translate the text. It includes

the Apocrypha and several pseudepigrapha. It

may be said in their favor that they reject ex-
treme unction, transubstantiation, purgatory, cru-

cifixes and image-worship. Secular priests can
marry once, monks never! They have 180 festivals

and 200 fast days.

We will now proceed to describe the manner in

which the rite of baptism is administered. The
form is taken from the Ethiopian liturgy, as it was
translated in Latin, in Rome, in the year 1548, by
the Catholic priest, Petrus Tesfa Sion.

Baptism is, according to the Abyssinian church,

a means of pardon and regeneration, the opus oper-

atum of the Romanists. When the candidates are

brought to the water the priest says, " O Lord,
write the names of thy servants in the Book of
Life and make them to be numbered among the

sheep of thy flock." Then, turning the candidates
toward the East, the priest removes their clothes

and ordering them to lift up their right hand (to

swear presumably) orders them to say: "I re-

thee, O Satan, with all thy pomps and
rks! " Then, confessing their faith, they add,
believe in thee, O Christ, my God, and in thy

law (?) which saves!" Then follows the Lord's
Prayer and the reading of the following Scripture

passages, Psalms 32, 68, 113; Titus 2, 8; I John 5:

5-13; Acts 8: 26-39; John 3: 1-21,

After the reading of these passages, the water
is blessed in the name of the Trinity by the pour-
ing (in the shape of a cross) of the chrism or con-

secrated oil; then the candidate is immersed three

times with the words of the commission, the whole
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formula being repeated before each immersion! The

Holy Spirit is then supposed to be given by three

insufflations of the priest upon the candidates, with

the sacred words of our Savior Christ: "Receive

ye the Holy Ghost."

Those who are baptized must be clad in white

and wear a cloak of crimson red in token of their

salvation, purchased by the blood of Christ. They

receive a crown of myrrh and palm branches.

Thus crowned, they are introduced into the church

where they must immediately receive the "holy

mystery" of the Eucharist.

AH these forms and formulas, entirely dispos-

sessed of the simplicity ot primitive Christianity,

and of the spirituality of the early Christians, im-

press us with a certain medievalism impregnated

with Judaism and paganism, whose pattons are

Mary, the Virgin, John the Baptist, Michael, Ga-

briel, Quiricus, Gregory, Theodore, and other saints,

known and unknown.

The German translator of the Abyssinian litur-

gy, Ernst Frumpp, remarks that " baptism is al-

ways considered as being more valid when admin-

istered to adults, although it is also, exceptionally,

administered to children who have sponsors. The
Ethiopian liturgy has no special form for the bap-

tism of children, but mentions a special 'blessing

of infants' (puerpera)."

We are willing to trust history and believe that

Frumentius introduced Christianity into Ethiopia.

But why not go beyond the fourth century, and

believe also that Christianity and the true mode of

baptism (which this corrupt church has preserved

until this day) were introduced by the eunuch of

Queen Candace, who was baptized by Philip? Sure-

ly by trine immersion was this Ethiopian treasurer

and chamberlain baptized, and to him, we trust, the

Abyssinian church traces back to-day, her trine

form of baptism. This is our humble opinion, our
" pious belief" upon the subject, leaving it to more
learned brethren to throw further light upon this

important question. I wonder, sometimes, if mis-

sionaries of our Brotherhood, sent to that far coun-
try, would not receive a better welcome than Cath-
olics, Greeks and Protestants, because of this one
fundamental principle of our faith which we, with
the Abyssinians, hold in common? Let us wait
and see, waiting God's own time and believing
that " all things are possible with him."
Smyrna, Asia Minor.

THE STUNDISTS IN RUSSIA.

The following concerning the Stundists, a relig-

ious body of people in Russia, will prove interest-

ing reading. These are the people said to resem-
ble the Brethren in some particulars. Coming
from the Greek Church, some errors still cling to
them. Were they favored with better teachers,
they might be induced to follow the way of the
Lord more perfectly. It will be observed that they
stand greatly in need of a more perfect knowledge
of the purposes of the ordinances set forth in the
New Testament. It is to be devoutly hoped that
they may be led to accept the whole Gospel at no
distant day. The information here given may be
found in a small work by Dr. Herman Dalton, who
has spent nearly a generation in Russia, and has
also traveled much in search of information con-
cerning this and other religious bodies. In Rus-
sia the Stundists are very numerous, industrious
and prosperous, and have been much persecuted of
late.

" The Stundist movement developed from Bible-
reading among the German colonists in Russia.
These originally, more than a generation ago, ob-
served a religious 'hour' (Stunde), and the effect
of their growth in religious life was not lost upon

eighbors. These gradually began
to hold rid opened
U P to them through their Scripture stud:
true that the head of the family at such meetings
could not go down deeply into the text; but
enough was learned to transform the whole spirit
and life of the participants. In particular did their
morals improve. The whiskey-bottle soon disap-

peared; the irregular, lazy life, so commonly led by
the Russian subject, became a thing of the past.

The Stundists soon learned that there was no
Scriptural ground for believing in the multitude of

saints, taught by the orthodox church, and with the

faith in these there disappeared also the observ-

ance of the countless saint-days which, for the Rus-
sian peasant, end generally in a day of drunken-
ness. The Stundists labored diligently and sober-

ly for six days, but observed the Lord's Day in a

purely religious manner. In a noticeable degree,

these people, as a result of their better habits,

prospered in this world's goods. Their family life,

too, was deepened. Those who together studied

the Word were firmly united by the bonds of good
feeling, and their family life became such as a

model Christianity would demand. A person who
has attended the religious meetings of the Stun-

dists, can not but be amazed at the extent of re-

ligious knowledge here displayed by common and
uncultured peasants. They are genuine students

of God's Word, and, according to their light, live

up to the precepts of this Word. These are the

characteristics distinguishing the Stundist Russian

peasant from his orthodox neighbor.

"This remarkable change could not long remain

a secret. The news spread from village to village,

and with it also the establishment ot the Stundist

meetings. Peasants became evangelists, and trav-

eling preachers, bringing the Scriptures and intro-

ducing their study in every section of the depart-

ment. Even young men and maidens rapidly de-

veloped into Stundist teachers. Soon a number of

departments were honey-combed with this agita-

" Originally it was not the intention of the Stun-

dists to leave the orthodox church. It was their

purpose to constitute a reforming element within

this communion. This, however, they were not

permitted to realize. In the beginning it was their

custom, when they met with passages of the Scrip-

tures that they could not understand, to go to their

' popes,' or priests, for light. Owing to the ig-

norance of these religious leaders, such light was
never forthcoming, but, on the contrary, the popes

began to look with disfavor upon the whole move-
ment. This antagonism came to be a hatred when
the Stundists developed their opposition to the

saints' images that constitute such an all-important

part in the Russian services and forms of worship.

It was only natural that the chasm between the

Stundist members of a village congregation and

the pope, together with the old, orthodox mem-
bers, should become greater and greater, and the

state of affairs became acute. Yet the Stundists

did everything to avoid a rupture, but soon be-

came the objects of bitter persecutions. Only
then did the movement become one of pronounced

religious dissent.

" Being expelled from the organized church, the

Stundists have sought to effect an organization of

their own after the model of the Apostolic church.

They have appointed no priests over themselves.

The conduct of their congregations and the man-

agement of their meetings are in the hands of lay-

elders, who also take charge of baptism, funerals

marriages, and the like. As is done in other priest-

less sects, the Sacraments are not emphasized as

this is the case elsewhere. The Stundists do not,

as a principle, reject the Sacraments, but only do

not, in a practical way, observe them as this is done

in the Christian churches in general. The old-

fashioned Stundists,—for there also are sections

that have developed more radical traits,—still re-

tain infant baptism. At the regular Sunday ser-

vices there is found on the table, beside the Bible,

also a flask of wine and some bread, which the eld-

ers distribute among those present in the spirit of

a love feast. By the side of the elders they have,

according to apostolic precedent, also their dea-

cons. Both officials are nothing but 'brethren.'

They receive no pay and are chosen only because

of their zeal and wisdom. The form of worship is

that of the original 'Stunde,' consisting in Bible-

reading and interpretation, singing and prayer, and

exhortation, The meetings are generally held in

the homes of the elders, as there are no special Stun-

dist houses of worship. In case the assemblage is

large, a barn is used for these services. The Stun-

dist movement has already produced quite a de-

votional literature, especially hymn books, in which
are found also translations of some of the Moody
and Sankey songs.— Translated for the IMerary Di-

gest. ^___^____
FROM THE PACIFIC COAST.

KER.

Number Two.

did not reach Denver in time, on Sunday
,g, for Sunday school, or to hear Dr. Warren,

of Park University, preach, as we had hoped to do.

A break in the motive power caused a delay of

several hours, and furnished us an opportunity to

study the various characters of travelers. We tried

not to forget that others were studying us, as well.

We noticed that those whose homes were in Den-
ver, and who had been away for a long time, were
the most anxious to move on. I thought there was
both room and need of greater anxiety to move
forward in the footsteps of Christ, among his pro-

fessed followers. If our willingness to labor and
wait were equal to the power that draws, our prog-

ress would be greater. The power on which we
rely, is unfailing, and we shall surely reach the gol-

den city on time, if we trust and stay by the train.

Some talked of a shorter route and a faster train,

but none could be found. Some even got off in

search of a better way but, like those who abandon
the ship on life's journey heavenward, were doomed
to disappointment.

Entering the " City of the Plains," we soon found

comfortable quarters. At 4 P. M. we attended a

Y. M. C. A. service, and at 7 o'clock a service in

the Trinity M. E. church. The pastor, Dr. Cobern,

answered some fourteen questions, from the ques-

tion drawer,—points that were raised against Chris-

tianity and the Bible as the Word of God. They
were interesting questions, and were ably answered
with one or two exceptions, viz.. The practice of

advancement in lodges and promotions in the ar-

my were given as examples in favor of taking in

members on probation. I suppose this may have

had some weight with those who endorse lodges

and carnal warfare, but we think Christianity ought
to look higher for authority.

This church contains the largest pipe organ in

America. This, with an orchestra of nearly a hun-

dred voices, made some good music, but we
thought it a useless expenditure of money, as this

organ, etc., cost more than fifty ordinary nouses of

worship, which are so much needed in many places.

After services we had the pleasure of meeting

Bro. Joseph Brubaker, of Longmont, Colo., and
Bro. Charles Weaver, a former Mt. Morris student,

but now attending medical college in Denver.

They called at our hotel next morning, and a few

hours were spent most pleasantly. From them we
learned of the Denver mission and regretted much
that we had not done so in time, to spend Sunday
with the workers. The mission has thirty-two

members, with brethren Long and Larick as minis-

ters. The work is carried on in a schoolhouse on

the west side. Like many of our missions in cities,

it needs help in its struggle against fashion, secre-

cy, and the evils common to great cities.

Denver is a fine city of 125,000. The buildings

are mostly brick or stone, the streets are wide and
clean, and the people full of business push. It has

seven smelting furnaces, the smoke of which dark-

ens the sky for many miles ;

cline in silver, the gold min
tensively, and many tons of <

to 01,000 per ton, are shoveled into the furnaces

daily. The rock containing the precious metal is

mostly shipped to the furnaces as it is dug from
the mines. It is then crushed, sorted and labeled,

according to value. All but the samples is then

ipread in great layers one upon another, until the

nass contains thousands of tons. Other substan-

ces are often mixed to aid in separating the gold

from the rock. It is then ready to be carted and

d. Since the de-

: worked most ex-

running from S50
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shoveled into the long row of red-hot channels

which open into the furnaces below. Going down

we see the less valuable metals wheeled away in

great kettles and poured from one to another, the

more valuable always settling to the bottom, until

most of the foreign substances are removed. At

another place, we see men with ladles dipping

from holes, in sides of the furnaces, the gold, and

silver, and lead, and moulding it into great bars, to

be shipped where the refining process is continued,

until it is ready for the mint.

From our visit to the furnaces we glean a few in-

teresting facts.

1. The gold and silver, in their natural state, cov-

ered and mixed with earth and rubbish, are of no

value. They must be separated from the earth,

crushed and refined in the furnace before using.

Christians are compared to gold and must also be

refined before they are "vessels fit for the M
tcr's use," and, like gold, all have some dross

them that needs removing, and the oftener they

are tried, the more yielding they become.

2. Some ore is rich in gold and silver, but cannot

be refined unless properly prepared and mixed for

the furnace. Truth must be given to the hearer,

well prepared, and mixed in digestible quantities,

to be effectual.

3. Looking at the lon^ row of ore samples, the

inexperienced is greatly deceived. Some of the

most sparkling contain the least gold, and we
were reminded of the adage, "All is not gold that

glitters." So among men. Beneath a dark skin

and a tattered robe are found some of the bright-

est gems of character that will glitter among the

stars in glory.

4. Men endure great fatigue and hazard their

lives for gold. So did Jesus for us, and so ought

we to do for the souls that are lost in the rubbish

uf sin.

The Grant furnace has a flue 352 feet high,—
said to be the highest known. The Capitol build-

iug is of Colorado granite. Seven years have al-

ready been spent in building, and it is still unfin-

ished. From its dome, 400 feet high, we had a fine

view of the city, the great Colorado plains and the

mountains that lift their snowy tops heavenward
about twenty miles to the West,

We were kindly entertained Monday night at

the home of friend Caylor and sister Caylor. The
latter is a niece of Eld. E. W. Stoner, and came to

Denver for her health. While she is not at all

well, yet she is much better than she would likely

be in any other climate. Denver has an altitude of

more than 6,ooo feet, and while high altitudes are

conducive to good health, yet it is only for some
persons and within certain limits. Spiritually, the
higher we go the purer air and more perfect the
soul's health, and this is for all,—without limit.

Seeing that Denver has its full share of wicked-
ness, we were impressed with the thought that get-

ting up in the world does not exempt from evil nor
secure spiritual elevation.

Dec. 1 found us in route for Colorado Springs.
Amanda Arnold, daughter of Bro. John Forney,
now deceased, met us at the depot. She is a short-
hand writer in Denver, and has two sisters in the
city. All were once with the church, but are now
in the embrace of popular religion. Oh! when will

the cities be given to God, as in Paul's day, that
those who go there for homes and business may
find fewer excuses for worldliness?

As we went on our way, the mountain view to
the right was beautiful. We passed the camp of
the State Regulars,—now almost deserted, to qui-
et the strike and riot at Leadville. At the left lay
the beautiful Palmer Lake and summer resort.
Here we saw ice, six inches thick, while it was
warm enough in midday to do without overcoat.
The coasting on the lake was fine, and the many
home-like cottages around it make it an inviting
resort for the pleasure-seeker.

Colorado Springs is a town of 20,000, six miles
from the base of Pike's Peak. Here is a hotel,
erected at a cost of one and a half million, which
is frequently filled at high rates. Sportsmen and
pleasure-seekers are willing to pay well for enter-

ed! A greater

price,

tainment. At this we wor

how fleeting is the enjoy:

wonder is, why so few art

or even accept, without money
the pleasures that are enduring!

Both steam and electric cars run to the base of

the Peak, and, had we not misunderstood the agent

as to time, we could have had a free ride. Misun-

derstandings, with reference to the true course in

life, will cost the traveler infinitely more. We were

glad to go even when it cost something. It is of-

ten said that we " enjoy best what we pay most for."

This is true spiritually. Then, why not make great

sacrifices for the cause of true Christianity?

In our next we shall speak of Manatou and our

ride over the mountains.

HOW TO PROMOTE ACTIVITY AMONO THE LAITY.

BY JOHN E. MOHLER.

Tins is usually considered the minister's work,

and it seems to be about his very hardest task.

Different methods may be practicable in different

places. I have observed the following plans car-

ried out with most excellent failures. If you can

follow them, wi h success, you are unusually tal-

ented; but if not, their mere mention may suggest

other methods.

1. Let at least one minister or one deacon always

speak on every topic, although the intelligent laity

outnumber them ten to one, and cannot have the

2. Accept timidity to speak, on the part of the

laity, as evidence they have nothing important to

say.

3. Seldom urge the sisters to speak, so that

everybody will be startled when one does at-

tempt it.

4. In short, do the main work at council-meet-

ings among the officials, so that the members will

1. Speak in your choicest language, and with

your greatest eloquence, so that lay-members will

feel ashamed in following you with a talk.

2. Make long talks, so that sensitive members,
who are really prepared to speak, will feel the

time may be fully occupied without them.

3. " Improve " the thoughts, presented by halting

members, in such a way as to make them feel they

are not qualified to speak.

r. Never call upon a lay-member to help in ser-

vices, such as leading in singing or prayer.

2. If you do, let it be so seldom as to make
them feel conspicuous.

3. Call upon only certain of the most talented,

strong in the faith, so that others may not ex-

pect it.

4. Open meetings five or ten minutes late, so

that the members will think the services are not
very important.

5. Let the ministry not decide among themselves
who shall preach, until after they are all in the pul-

pit, so the members can catch the spirit of shirking
responsibility.

6. Tell the members you are not "prepared" to

speak, so they will be greatly interested.

7. Do not preach on missions frequently, else the
members will either be offended, or catch the spir-

it of missions. In either event you are hitting the
devil hard.

Do not find work for the

Satan will attend to that.

Warrensburg, Mo.

lay-, do.

"IF ALL THE WORLD WERE DUNKERS.'

MILLER.

The other day I heard the caption of this article

used in a friendly way, by one not a member of the
church, and he followed it up with the statement

that all human progress would come to a standstill.

This is hardly correct, and would not be allowed

by those who are most familiar with the subject.

But there would be some very marked changes in

the world's make-up. Some of them I will en-

deavor to outline here if "all the world were Dunk-

There would not be a drunkard in the land, for

there would be neither distillery nor brewery. At
least three-fourths of the crime that now curses

the earth would be wanting a parentage in the

lack of a liquor trade. There would not be a court

or a lawyer on the earth, for the reason that there

would be no legislation outside of the Book for a

legal fraternity to squabble over. There would be

no jails and none to fill them if they existed. Not
a soldier would be found anywhere, and it would
be as safe in the heart of the city as in the field,

for there would be no slums and no dangerous ele-

ment to fear. Not a policeman, a court of magis-

trates, or a person needing restraint for crime

would be seen anywhere.

Not a beggar would be on the street corners, and
no child would cry for food or need shoes in cold

weather. There would not be an idler in all the

earth, and poverty would be only a relative term.

Neither murder nor crime would fill the pages of

our periodicals and not a lock on a door would be

needed, for there would be none to steal.

These are a few of the things that would be if

"all the world were Dunkers."

THE PREACHER'S BED.

BY JOHN CALVIN BRIGHT.

Dear brethren and sisters, you can not be too

particular in having a good warm bed for the

preacher when he abides with you over night. He
is warm and perhaps sweating, and his clothing

damp. Now don't put him into a cold room and
into a cold bed. It is reported that a certain min-

ister caught a severe cold in that way, went home
and died in a few days.

Warm up His Bed.—Take a couple bricks or

smoothing irons and heat them well, wrap them up
and lay them in the bed when you start to meet-

ing, if you know the preacher is coming along.

Then, when ready to retire, place them at his feet.

The writer spent four weeks in the coldest of Janu-

ary, in churches where he was cared for after this

manner, and, though delicate, caught no cold. He
remembers of spending one night somewhere in a

cold bed, with enough wraps to nearly smother

him, yet it was the beginning of a severe cold.

In the first case the elder had instructed his flock

how to care for the preacher, and though their

worldly portion was somewhat limited, they did

well. In the second place they were only thought-

less. A hint to the wise is sufficient.

New Lebanon, Ohio,

MILK, MEAT AND MEDICINE.

God's Word contains milk, meat and medicine

for the soul. Each of these has its own proper

use. Each is adapted to a particular spiritual con-

dition.

Milk, as a food element, is especially adapted to

babes, so with spiritual milk. " As newborn babes

desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may
grow thereby." I Pet. 2: 2. The " sincere milk of

the Word," then, is the proper food for babes in

Christ, — those recently born into the kingdom.
Those who continue as babes, because they have
failed to grow in grace, must still be fed upon
milk, for " solid food is for full-grown men." Heb.
5: 14 (Revised Version).

Animals which fail to grow up as they become
older, are called " runts." It is surprising how
many Christian runts there are. Paul, in address-

ing some of his Corinthian brethren, who were of

this class, says that he could not speak unto them
as unto spiritual, but as unto babes. He further
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says: " I have fed you with milk and not with meat;

for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither now

are ye able." I Cor. 3: I, a. Paul was a wise mas-

ter of Christian hygiene, and knew that those weak

stomachs could not digest Gospel meat.

We ministers are sometimes reminded "not to

place the fodder too high in the rack, lest the

lambs be unable to reach it." This is all right in

a sense. But it would be well to remember that

lambs should develop into full-grown sheep, and a

little reaching upward will be good for their health,

and encourage their growth in that direction. I

believe we often get simply milk from a good

brother's sermon, when we might get meat, if we

were ready for it.

Now about the medicine. The prophet asks:

"Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no physi-

cian there?" We are glad to say to the sick, de-

formed, unclean soul (and whose soul is not more

or less unclean?) that there is indeed a balm and a

sure and tried Physician. How many can testify

to his heating virtue? We have seen those, al

leprous and sore with sin, made clean, whole, heal

thy and happy. This is Christ's miracle of heal

ingi

McPherson, Kans.

'BROKEN C1STERNS.'*-Jer. :

BY CLARA

[This

ed last fall.—Ed
tionally delayed. It should have ap>

The prophet Jeremiah says that God expostu

lated with Israel in these words, " For my people

have committed two evils; they have forsaken me
the fountain of living waters, and hewed them out

cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water."

How necessary it is for those who have to de
pend on cistern water, to keep th<

good repair! In some localities, springs

are not found, and the fall rains and the melting

snows of winter are required to fill the cisterns,

order to furnish an ample supply of water during
the droughts of summer.

During our Communion seasons it would bi

if all our churches could be so refreshed by copi-

ous draughts from the Fountain of Living Waters,
that, during the series of meetings, which gener-
ally follow, they might help to swell the member-
ship of the church with precious, redeemed souls.

If all would work harmoniously together, it would
leave no break in the cistern for anything to leak

out and be lost. Each congregation
bly would have an abundance of the living water
from the Great Fountain. Many out of Christ
would then say: " The law of the wise is a fountain
of life to depart from the snares of death." Prov.

The woman of Samaria said unto Jesus, "Sir,
give me this water, that I thirst not, neither come
hither to draw." Jesus answered, "Whosoever
drinketh of the water that I shall give him, shall

never thirst, but the water that I shall give him
shall be in him a well of water springing up into
everlasting life." John 4: 14- " Bless ye God in the
congregations, even the Lord, from the fountain
of Israel." Ps. 28: 26.

Middletown, Pa.

—QUERISTS' * DEPARTMENT x-

Mow 's it the earth moves, it being stationary? How cf
^>e round when it has four corners? Job 26: 7; 38: 1-7; 42:
' Chron. 16: 30; Rev. 7; 1. David Mille

The .rthi ; stationary only as it relates to itself,

but as it is related to the heavenly bodies it has
two movements, one on its own axis and the other
around the sun. By four corners of the earth are

probably meant the four leading divisions,—Eu-
rope, Asia, Africa and America —though the latter

was unknown to the historians in Bible times.

Please explain John 12:31: "Now is the judgment of this
world: now shall the prinre of this world be cast dut."

Ai.iif.rt J, Johnson.

All who rejected the Truth were counted as

belonging to the world, and the sinners before Je-

sus, at the time, represented the world that was then

under the control of the Prince of this world, or

Satan. The time had arrived for judgment, by the

Word, to begin in the world, and for Satan to be

cast out of the hearts of sinners, or by the Word of

the Lord to be expelled from the seat of his power
in their hearts. This began in force at the resur-

rection, and will be consummated when Satan is

bound and cast into the bottomless pit.

When did single immersion, with the backward action, be-
gin? Please state where the proof can be found.

A. Lewis,

Single immersion, by the forward action, was first

introduced by Eunomius, about A. D. 360. The
backward action first came into use among the

English Baptists, not far from the year A. D. 1522.

Send a few stamps to the General Missionary and
Tract Committee, Mt. Morris, for " Origin of Single

Immersion," and "Trine Immersion Traced to the

Apostles." Those tracts will give all the needed
proof concerning the origin of single immersion,

and the backward action.

Should a minister become so earnest while preaching, as to

pound his desk, Bible, or table with his fist, so as to even
frighten little children? C. J. L.

Most assuredly not. Any preacher, having formed

such an unbecoming habit, ought to be reminded

of it, and if he is the right kind of a man hi

will thank you for it, and endeavor to get rid of th

practice. In fact, ministers should avoid, in the

pulpit, any habit that is unbecoming a minister

and others ought to assist them.

How do you harmonize Matt. 1 and Luke 3, relating to the

genealogy of Christ? D. C. Wrav.

It is quite commonly presumed that Matthe

gives Joseph's side, while Luke gives Mary's sid

The Heli, of Luke 3: 23, is regarded as the father <

Mary, hence the father-in-law of Joseph, and fc

that reason Joseph is called his son. There ai

other apparent discrepancies, but the one e:

plained is probably the one referred to in th

query.

Explain 2 Cor. 6; r4, where we are told to be not unequally

yoked together with unbelievers. Not unequally is what we
do not understand.

J, W. Shivelv.

The Christian and the unbeliever are not equal.

One belongs to the kingdom of God, and the other

to the kingdom of Satan. One is an heir of God,

and the other is an heir of hell. One is in a saved

state, while the other is in a state of condemna-

tion. One is on the narrow road, and the other on

the broad. They are not of une mind, nor of one

purpose. In no sense is the unbeliever equal to

the saint. They should not be bound, or yoked, to-

gether, for how shall two walk together except

they be agreed, except they be as one! Let the

sinner be yoked with the sinner, and the saint with

the saint. By this Paul means to teach that the

saint should not be bound up with sinners in world-

ly institutions that are contrary to the Scriptures.

^-THE t 5UNDAY * SCHOOL^

LESSON LIOHT-FLASHES.

The Lame Man Healed.—Acts 3: 1-16.

{Lesson for Jan. s4, 1807.)

In this lesson the important characters are Peter,

John and the lame man. The occasion was that

of prayer. The two named first were going to the

temple, that they might ask of God the things they

eeded, and the lame man was placed where he

light ask of those who were going to worship.

The time was the ninth hour, or, by our reckoning,

of time, three o'clock in the afternoon.

The narrative is an interesting one, and one of the

ssons we want to learn from it, is, what made it

1, Events don't happen ; they are made, They

are as we make them, or help to do so, .and to do,

we must put ourselves in the right relation to

things. The place and the time have much to do
with our doing of things Peter and John were in

line with their calling. Had they been loafing on
the street corners, gossiping in the barber shops, or

on their way to see the last horse or farm they had
purchased, Luke would never have recorded the
story of the lame man being healed. They were
going to the house of prayer. Their mission was a
good one, because it is a safe place to go. It is not
only a safe place to go, but it should be a delight-

ful place to all of us because we are always needy
and we have the assurance that here is the store-

house from which our blessings come. Often we
lose a great deal because of not being at the right

place. If we expect to get things in this world, we
must go where they are to be found, and if we ex-
pect to receive richly from God, we should fill our
places at the family altar, in the prayer meeting,
the Sunday school, and at the regular church ser-

vices. Not only should we do this on special oc-

casions, but all the time. We sing,

" At all our meetings here below,

(in with B

This good we need, and we cannot afford to miss

being there.

These men were going to the temple, and at the

right time. It was the hour of prayer. In those

days they had stated times for prayer, in the morn-
ing, at noon, and in the evening. That we may re-

ceive all the good, we must be at the place at the

the right time. They went up at that time, at the

hour of prayer, being the ninth hour. When we
thus go, at the right time, we shall never be disap-

pointed,—some good will always fall into our path-

way, or an opportunity of giving of that which we

Anothe 1 the pursued by
the friends of the needy,—they took him, the lame
man, daily, and laid him at the gate Beautiful,

that he might receive alms of the people. This

was the gate most frequented by worshipers, and
therefore it was the very best place they could have
laid him. The time, also was opportune,—the hour
of prayer. It was a time when their hearts were
subdued by the spirit of religion, and, therefore,

open to be touched with the pleas of the needy.

They, themselves, were going to God, to plead for

the spiritual food and, therefore, cou'd be the more
readily impressed with the wants of the physical.

As these friends took the lame man to the best

place, at the best time, so must we do, in trying to

do good to others. Our mission is to get the spir-

itually lame, blind and halt, into relation with the

power that can help them. Place and time has

much to do with saving the world. The gate Beau-

tiful stands in front of the Sunday school, the

prayer meeting and the public preaching.

As far as possible, we should try to induce peo-

ple to go to the places where the best possible op-

portunities are afforded to receive. These friends

carried this lame man there daily. How much ef-

fort are we willing to make to get the unsaved to

the places where salvation may reach them?
Next we notice what these men had to give.

"Silver and gold have I none, but such as I have

give I thee." We are all disposed to give,—to do
something, but the trouble is, we so often feel that

we have nothing, and there is nothing that we can

do. What shall we do about it? Just do as Peter

did. He had no silver, no gold,—the very thing

the man most wanted, but he gave to him that

which he had to give, and that which, to the lame

man, was worth a thousand times more than silver

and gold,—the healing of his disease and restoring

him to health. He was thus enabled to go with

them into the temple, walking, leaping, and prais-

ing God.

While we may not always have silver and gold,

nor be able to heal physical diseases, we may all,

in the name of Jesus Christ, give a kindly look,

speak a kind word, give a cup of cold water to the

thirsty, and point sin-sick souls to the Lamb of

God that taketh away the sin* of the world.
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OUR MISSIONARY READING CIRCLE.

Course of Reading.
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" Llle ol A. Jud.oi.." cloth, r, cent.; paper It C

"NoDinell Proiemr." dolh, .'...'. >3

"HinclMOl MImIop,," cloth, H< cent.: paper 34 c

"Tho Seven Uwi ol TcbcIiIdk," cloth 6* c

TIIIKiP i I lit

SOME DAY.

SOME day the silver lining

Of clouds which darkle now
We'll sec ihen cease repining;

Oh, heart, be patient thou;

For then our loads will lighten.

For us the music play,

And all the skies will brighten

Son

Some day our hearts will gladden,

I' or words we've longed to hear

From lips whose silence madden,
Shall fall upon our ear.

It may be while Occenibcr,

Or happy, leafy May,
God knows! But we'll remember
That sweet day!

Some day the struggle over,

The battles lost or won,

The earth our couch and cover,

The weary journey done.

Our souls shall cease their fretting

And soar up far away,

The ills of life forgetting,

CIRCLE NOTES.

BY JAMBS M. NEFP.

Bro. R. E. Bukgek. of Ccrrogordo, III., writes:
" I have just completed the first year's course of

reading of Our Missionary Reading Circle. It has
instilled into me much more of a missionary spirit.

I feel confident if we could get all the members in

the Brotherhood to read and study the course, our
Missionary Committee would receive plenty of
money to carry on the great work of the church,—
that of saving souls. I shall expect to take up the
second year's work shortly."

Bro. Burger is one of our young ministers who
has taken up the Circle course as one of the means
of better qualifying himself for the great work
which the Lord has put upon him. We are glad to
note that the work is giving him a new missionary
inspiration. None need the missionary spirit more
than our ministers, and none are in a better posi-
tion to impart it to others.

And right on this point, of the good our young
ministers may receive from pursuing the Circle
course of reading, Bro. S. N. McCann writes from
Louisville, Ky., where he is pursuing a course of
study in the Bible school at that place, as follows:

Ha
: of i ling, as prescribed by

-__J the beoks. To read
the list of books, as prescribed by the Circle, will help us to
realize what missionary work means, what it requires, both at
borne and abroad, and, most of all, its great need
Every young member in the church ought to read those

hooks, and especially every young minister We can EMmany suggestions that will help us to be hetter and truer work-
ers (or Christ by reading them.

the biograph es of Judson, Moffat and M rrison. S rely there

can afford to neglect the pinlual growth that

this short cou

bcr of the ch

rse of reading brings. I w
rch may read your course.

sh that e ery mem-

Bro. Geo A. Phillips, of Herm tage, Va. writes:

-I finished the course last March. I im well

pleased wi h all the books, and thought 1 would

review thenl before sending, for my Certificate, but

have had n 3 time. 1 want to read all twelv e books

again this v/inter."

Bro. Phillips is another of our ministers who is not

afraid of getting too much of the missionary spirit.

He sends stamps for a number of circulars which

he intends to distribute on his missionary tours,

and otherwise manifests an interest in the growth

of the Circle.

Writing from New Market, Md., where he is en-

gaged in the Lord's work, Bro. S. F. Sanger speaks

of an opening he has found for the establishment

of a local Circle, and suggests the name of a sister

there to act as Local Secretary. How much the

work of the Circle would be facilitated if all our

evangelists would manifest this much interest in it

and do this much for it, which, it seems to us, they

could do in many places and at many times almost

without trying. Bro. Sanger closes by saying: "I
believe the Circle is doing a good work, and I feel

to encourage it wherever I can do so."

NOTES FROM THE CHICAGO MISSION.

—How gladly we welcome the sunlight and blue

sky, after a week of cloudy, misty, rainy weather,—
a week, too, rife with despondency and discourage-

ment in the lives of those whose trust is not stayed

on God. The disappointed, the unfortunate, and
even the millionaire, "remember their days" and
rashly break the thread of life. Truly, life is long
to the wretched, but what to the happy? Thanks
be to God, who gives peace and happiness to his

own! Satan would, doubtless, as soon accomplish
his ends through discouragement as in any other

way. - He who was a man after God's own heart,

and yet sinned grievously, said, " I called upon the

Lord in distress; the Lord answered me and set me
in a large place." May we not wait for the hour of

distress, but, rather, may we not be satisfied with

the narrow place, and daily feast upon God's Word,
the riches of his provision, that we may be " set in

a large place " now. " He brought me to the ban-

queting house, and his banner over me was love."

May this banner ever float over us, and rally around
us the forces of God as our protection. Through
Christ we triumph.

—Last evening we had our love feast, and we be-

lieve it was a feast of love. Bro. Simon Yundt, of

Mt. Morri;, our present elder, was with us,

—The brethren and sisters of Monticello and
Burnett's Creek, Ind., gladdened many hearts at

Christmas time by sending of the fruits of their

labor. This time we gave many dinners, sending
the contents out in baskets, to a number of poor
families, besides giving a dinner at the cottage to a

class of children not otherwise reached. This was
the day after Christmas. All things being ready,
the children being assembled for our regular after-

noon meeting, we first enjoyed a season of song
service and prayer before going to the table.

Then, as each table, in turn, was served, the chil-

dren waiting entertained themselves with a lot of

beautiful scrap-books, prepared and sent by the
children of the Sisters' Sewing Society, of Mt. Mor-
ris, 111 We had a good time. Many little heads
and, we trust, hearts, bowed in thankfulness to our
Kind Father, as we surrounded the table spread
with his bounty. While we served the children,

noting their uncultured manners and occasional
rude, though innocent remarks, showing the want
of home training, we were reminded of the lives of
little Carol and the Ruggles family, so beautifully,
though somewhat amusingly, pictured in a little

book entitled, " Bird's Christmas Carol." The old
years, fraught with memories, die, one after an-

January 16, 1897.

other, and the new years, bright with hopes, are

born to take their place, but the kind hearts who
thus brighten the Christmas season with their labor

and sacrifice, will live in the hearts of many little

—A public school teacher in South Dakota is im-

planting the missionary spirit in the minds and
hearts of her children. A Sunday school teacher

in Kansas gave her class money last spring to buy
seed to plant. A family of children planted and
tended seven rows of corn. Two little girls tended

and raised chickens. Some other children denied

themselves of their usual Christmas treat. From
all of these little workers have come contributions

for the Lord's work. May God bless and multiply

the little missionaries, till we have a great army of

workers for him.

—At Plymouth, Ind., they have an evergreen

Sunday school. Every Sunday school worker
should consider it no task, nor even a duty, to car-

ry on the Sunday school work during the winter

season, but a grand and happy privilege. If the

way is not open, make the way. Why should not

the Sunday school demand the early morning hour
as well as the public school?

—Many pieces of beautiful clothing for the poor
have been sent in during the past month,—clothing

that shows sacrifice of money and labor.

—Now that Christmas, with its loaves and fishes,

is in the past, we ask all donors, as well as all of

God's children, to unite in praying for a rich, spirit-

ual blessing upon the work in this city. We expect

to begin a series of meetings here Jan. 17. Will
not all unite with us to pray for an outpouring

of the Holy Spirit? We need more Pentecostal

days. May there not be such all over the Brother-

hood? " If we ask anything according to his will,

he heareth us."

660 South Ashland Ave., Chicago^ 111.

SHE CONSIDERED THE LILY.

At a teachers' convention in Detroit, a lady,

speaking about the influence of beautiful objects

upon the character and conduct of young pupils,

d by her from an eye-

lich took place in

told a pretty story

witness of the

New York.

Into a school made up chiefly of children from
the slums, the teacher one day carried a beautiful

calla lily. Of course the children gathered about
the pure, waxy blossom in great delight.

One of them was a little girl, a waif of the

streets, who had no care bestowed upon her, as

was evinced by the dirty, ragged condition she

was always in. Not only was her clothing dread-

fully soiled, but her face and hands seemed totally

unacquainted with soap and water. As this little

one drew near the lovely flower, she suddenly
turned and ran away down the stairs and out of

the building. In a few minutes she returned with

her hands washed perfectly clean, and pushed her

way up to the flower, where she stood and ad-

mired it with intense satisfaction.

It would seem that when the child saw the lily in

its white purity, she suddenly realized that she was
not fit to come into its atmosphere, and the little

thing fled away to make herself suitable for such
companionship. Did not this have an elevating,

refining effect on the child? Let us gather all the

beauty we can into the school-room!

From this we may learn the importance of young
people.'as well as older ones, keeping themselves
in a condition to favorably impress others.

When the wife of Sir Bartle Frere had to meet
at the railway station, she took with her a

ho had never seen his master. 'You
must go and look for Sir Bartle,' she ordered.
' But,' answered the nonplussed servant, 'how shall

I know him?' ' O,' said Lady Frere, 'look for a

tall gentleman helping somebody.' The descrip-

tion was sufficient for the quick-witted man. He
went and found Sir Bartle Frere helping an old

lady out of a railway carriage, and knew him at

once by the description."
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MOTTO FOR THE YEAR. — "Upon the first

day of the week let every one of you lay by film in

stove, 08 God hath prospered hint." — J Cor. Id; 2.

MISSION RECEIPTS FOR DECEMBER, 1896.

Should there be any amount sent in during the mtrnih th.it is

not herein acknowledged, please notify the Secretary immedi-

ately, giving amount, date of sending, and how sent. Correc-

tions for this month, if any, will appear in connection with next

month's report. Usually, amounts mailed after the 28th of a

month appear in the following month's report.

Indiana.—Sophia Wolf, New Waverly, $1; Turkey

Creek church, S7.50; total s 8 50

California,—Sister A. Reese, Sanger, S3; B. Riely,

Tropico, 85; total 8 00

Pennsylvania.—A sister, Harleysville, Ji; a brother

and sister, Waynesboro, §5; Mary Kinsey, New Paris,

Ohio.—Elizabeth N. Barb, Oakfield, 25 cents; J. S.

Barb, 20 cents; Mary A. Watts, Nomerville, 50 cents;

Lafayette church, S6; total 6 95
Missouri. — Mineral Creek church, S3; Wakanda

church, S3. 50; total, 6 50

Michigan.—"Hew Haven church, 6 30
Iowa.—Galva church, 50 cents; Franklin County Sun-

day school, 83 cents; an old brother in the Lord, Harlan,

$2.87; Elizabeth Switzer, Iowa City, $1; total, S 20

Illinois.—]. C. Lahman, Mt. Morns, S3; a brother, Mt.

Morris, $1 ; Zerue Roland, Polo, Si ; total, 5 00

Virginia.—J. A. and M. A. Trout and family, Thax-

lon, St; Ida A. Garber, New Market, 50 cents; two sis-

ters, Timberville, Si; total,.. 2 50

Maryland.—Manor church, 1 80

Kansas,—Emma Tatloch, Tescott, 75

North Dakota.—Margaret J. and DelUe Lee Wil-

liams, Portland 50

Total, $50 00

Indiana.—Union church, Si 20; Martin Hoke, Hunt-
ington, Si. 20; Alexander Miller, Wakarusa, $6; S. D.
and Lina Stoner, Ladoga, $15; S. N. Replogle, Hagers-
town, S3; J. B. Colclesser, Huntington, $1.20; A. C.

Kindig, Middlebury, S3; Frank Fisher, Mexico, $3;

Jos. Leedy, Andrews, S12; E. M. Crouch, North Man-
chester, $4.50; J. A. Cline, Markle, $6; Mrs. Ann Cline,

Markle,S3; Newton Wolf, Somerset, Si 50; Levi Flora,

Chili, Si. 50; Sarah Painter, Springport, S10; George W.
Painter, Springport, $10; E. G, Butterbaugh, North
Manchester, $1.50; total $
Ohio,—Silas Weidman, Burbank, J1.20; Jos. Etier,

Dayton, $21.40; S, W. Blocher, Greenville, S3.60; Jacob
Leckrone, Chalfants, Si. So; Jno. Marshall, Brookville,

Si.20; Daniel H. Fackler, Primrose, S1.20; Mary Ocker-
man, S6; Anna Bright, Dayton, S6; total

Illinois.—Moses Brubaker, Girard, S3; A. L. Moats,
Leaf River, Si.20; Lizzie Forney, Pine Creek, S3; Ira

L. Buck, Franklin Grove, $1.20; A. L. Clair, Mt. Mor-
ris, $1.20; J. H. Moore, Mt. Morris, Si.20; Wm. H.
Gaffin, Leaf River, 51.50; S. S. Brubaker, Virden, $1.50;

Cyrus Miller, Lanark, 75 cents; Isaac Shively Laplace,
Si So; J. A Brubaker, Ml. Morris, S3; J. M. Myers, Mt,
Morris, 81.50; P. F. Eckerle, Lanark, Si 20; John Bru-
baker, Girard, S3; Mattie B. Lehman, Mt. Morris, $1.20;

total,.

lowa.~
J, D. Coffman, South English, S3; Peter Delp,

Conrad, S6; James F. Christy, Garrison, Si.So; D. W.
Badger, Adel, 81.20; C. Z. Reitz, Maxwell, Si.20; Jos.

L. Myers, Yale, Si.20; W. C. Lehman, Kingsley, S6;
H. I. Sheller, Ivester, Si. So; Dry Daul, Garrison, S3;
Cyrus Beeghley, Pierson, 81,20; total, 25 80

Pennsylvania.—A brother and sister, Waynesboro,
S2.50; Mary A. Kinsey, New Paris, Si; Alice A.Yost,
Mercersburg, Si. So; Fitzwater, Port Providence,

$3; J. B. Brumbaugh, Flint, S6; David G. Wells, Spring
City, Si. 20; H. L. Griffith, Meyersdale, S3; Moser Bros.,

Uniontown, Si. So; total iq 70
Maryland.—Chas. W. Reichard, Hagerstown 8 00
Kansas.—Newton church, 4S cents; Maple Grove

church, $3.56; Benj. Forney, Abilene, S3 60; total, 761
Nebraska.—D. G. Couser, Rokeby, Si.20; E. S. Roth-

rock, Carlisle, Si. 20; total, 2 40
Virginia.—Susan Wine, Crimora Station 1 20

To*al S216 36

FOREIGN MISSIONS.

Iowa.—Jacob Bluebaugh, deceased, Robins, 825; Dal-
las Center church, Si: total $26 c

Kansas.—Appanoose church, 12.90; Russel church,
Sl-So; Burr Oak church, St 80; Cedar Hill church, $3;
Cedar Hill Sunday school, S4.60; total 23 J

Pennsylvania.—Spring Run church, $4 78; Lewistown
church, SS: Lancaster City church, S8.74; Clover Creek
church, S3 58; total, 22 1

Indiana.—Mexico church, S13; Beaver Dam church,

35 cents; total, 13
Illinois.—Zerue Roland, Polo, S»; Milmine church,

S5-1S: total 6 .

Ohio.—Oakland church, j^

Total, *qe
1

{Use mfyfyr.

Pennsylvania.—bethel Sunday school, of James Creek
church, 81.12; a brother and sister. Waynesboro, $12 50;

a sister, Harleysville, Si; Mary Kinzey, New Paris, 51;

a sister, Harrisonburg, 83; Levi H. Clumier, Oaks, 75
cents; Elias Crisman, Morrisville, S3; Missionary Box
of Pennsylvania, 8350; total, 24 87

Indiana.—Bachelor Run church 15 25

Ohio.—Elizabeth N. Barb, Oakfield, 25 cents; Mar-
garet A. Watts, Homerville, 50 cents; Rolley Mahler,

Pioneer, n cents; Lafayette church, 86; total 6 86

Missouri.—Wakanda church 6 25

Maryland.—Manor church, S2.77; Alice Izer, Oak Or-

chard, St; total
3 77

California.—Isaac Royer, The Palms, 50 cents; sister

A. Reese, Sanger, 83; total, 3 50

Illinois.—A brother, Mt. Morris, St; Astoria church.

Si; Zerue Rowland, Polo, 81; total, 3 00
Virginia.—Ida A. Garber, Newmarket, Si; J. A. and

M. A. Trout and family, Thaxton, Si; total 2 00

Iowa.—Franklin County Sunday school, 82 cents;

Eliza Switzer, Iowa City, 81 ; total 1 82

Michigan.—Sunfield church 1 64

Kansas.—Emma Tatloch, Tescott, 50 cents; Dora
Quiett, Ozawkie, Si ; total, 1 ;o

A r
orth Dakota.— Margaret J. and Delt;c L.Williams,

Portland 50

Minnesota.—Lucy E. Laudenslanger, New Ulm, 25

Total 871 2t

Illinois.—]. C. Lahman, Mt. Morris, S30; Astoria

church, Si; W. L. Bingaman, $15; Mt. Morris Sunday
school, S30; Sisters* Sewing Society, Mt. Morris, S5;

Sisters' Benevolent Society, Cerrogordo, $20.70; George
Finifrock, Lanark, %X\ W. L. Bingaman, $2$; Nettie

Lee and Edwin Fry, Eola, 60 cents; Zcrue Roland,

Polo, St; Mary Roland, Polo, Si; Jacob Price, Si; Okaw
Sunday school, SS.75; Milmine church, S7.53; total Si

Indiana—D. F. Eby, Westfield, 81.50; Nettle Creek
church, $13.80; Stoney Creek church, S2.45; Howard
church, Sq-IS; Turkey Creek church, $7.50; a sister,

Ladoga, 30 cents; a brother and sister and family,

$30-30; Jacob Mitchler and wife, Sabine City,$2; Nap-

panee Sunday school, S30; total

Pennsylvania.— Lewistown church, 86; Dry Valley

Sunday school, $4-4o; Abram Steele, Yellow Creek,

81.50; a brother and sister, Waynesboro, $12.50; Abram
Friend, Milium, Si; Jesse Ziegler, Royersford, S8.22;

a sister, Harleysville, $2; Sunday school at Hoovcrs-

ville, $1.54; Fairview Sunday school, S4.70; Mary Kin-

zey, New Paris, $1; Mariam Clair, Queen, SS; Green

Tree Sunday school, S32; total
'

Ohio.—Mohican church, $6; Logan church, 8765;

Lick Creek church, $14. 40; Silver Creek chuich, S17;

Bunker Hill church, S2.70; Bear Creek church and

Sunday school, $14; Mary Darsi, Dayton, Sz; sister

D. F. Kelly, North Georgetown, 50 cents; total

Iowa.— Panther Creek church, SM; a sister, Panther,

S5; Wm. Chapel, 25 cents; Susie C. Flory, 10 cents;

Anna Flory, 25 cents; North English Sunday school,

S7.45; Dry Creek Sunday school, $3.70; E. S. Moore,

Ivester, S2.50; Eunice Moore. Ivester, 20 cents; Katie

M.Strickler. Ivester, Si: Flora L. Moore, Ivester, 50

cents; Indian Creek Sunday school, 87; total

California.—Covina church, $iq; Isaac Royer, The

Palms, Si; F. C. Myer, 82; D. L. Puterbaugh, Almeda,

S5; B. Riely, Tropico, $5; total

Maryland. — Christiana Gebhart, Hagerstown, $5:

Samuel Weybright, Double Pipe Creek, 8923; W. F.

and M. Holenberg, Saline City, $2; Sunday school at

Grossnickle meetinghouse, Middletown Valley, SS.26;

Chas. Myers, Brownsville, church, 84.43; J- E. W.,

Funkstown, $5; Mary Jordan, Dennings, 44 cents; total,

Wisconsin.—Florence Homer, Oneida, $15; Lodia A.

Kaup, Oneida, $15; total,

Florida.—Pine Grove Sunday school, $12; Keuka
church, $5; total,

Virginia.—Mill Creek church, S12; sister L. V. Smte-

man. New Hope, $s; total

Nebraska.—-Two sisters, Falls City, $6.15; a sister,

Falls City, 50 cents; North Beatrice church, $8.20;

total -

Michigan.—Woodland church,

Iowa.—Fairview Sunday school, $7.63; Elva Rowe,
Galva, 81; total, 8 63
Missouri. — Nevada church, $2 00; Arthur Rust,

Knobnoster, 25 cents; Ernest Rust, Knobnoster, 25

cents; Clayton Rust, Knobnoster, 20 cents; Dry Fork
church, $5; total 8 60
Oklahoma— Paradise Prairie church 4 70

Josiah and Lydia Barnhart 2 00
Idaho.—A brother 1 00
Colorado.—A sister, Bowen 1 00
Kttnsas.—Emma Tatloch, Tescott 1 00

Total 8607 37

WORLD-WIDE MISSIONS.

^
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Pennsylvania.—]. B. Brumbaugh, Hyndman, ft;

Snyder Sunday school, Wnmllmry i-ongrcgalioii, 84-75;
Summit church, 813; Elk Lick church, S10.86; Maple
Glen church, 88.40; Mary A. Paul, Dillsburg, 50 cents;

a sister, Akron, 50 cents; S. B. Keifer, Palmyra, $2; a
brother and sister, Waynesboro, 815; Mr. and Mrs.
L. D. Lepley, Connellsville, 810; Mrs. W. H. Cunning-
ham, Natrona, 50 cents; M. E. Lane, Washington, $1;

Mary Kinsey, New Paris, |i; Germantown Sunday
school and church, 88; Tulpehocken church, 821.01;

James Kurtz, Womelsdorf, 50 cents; a sister at Sipcs-

ville, S3; Sunday school at Little Swatara church, 89 01;

total, s,j 03
Indiana.— Union church, 82.05; Salamonic church,

Sq; Harrison County church, 82. 50; Martin Hoke, Hunt-
ington, SS". Baugo church, 82.50; M. Josie Ratliff, Mont-
pelier, SS; Alex. Miller, Nappanee, 81.25; Spring Creek
church, S10.66; Tippecanoe church, 85; Isaiah Bren-

eman, Cambridge City, $25; St. Joseph Valley church,

$4. to; a sister, Westfield, $1 ; Clear Creek church, $3.86;

South Bend church, $2.45; Eel River church, 84.10;

Christian Schrock, Middlebury, 82; Levi Znmbrum,
Wolf Lake, S3; total gg 47
Ohio.—Lick Creek church, $6; a sister, $2; Margaret

A. Watts, Homeiville, 50 cents; Owl Creek church,

8g.11; from Leipsic, S280; Oakland church, 87.60; Sil-

ver Creek church, S7.79; Lafayette church, $8.70; Dan-
ville church, 812; sister D. F. Kelly, North Georgetown,

Si; Mrs. Catharine Whitter, Newark, 81; David Fultz,

Rushvillc, $i ; tola', 50 50
Illinois.—A brother, Mt. Morris, 83; Cerrogordo

church, 816; L. H. Funk, Mt. Morris, $6; a sister, Lan-

ark, 82; Sarah Hohf, Mt. Morris, 8>; Mrs. Elizabeth

Hohf, Mt. Morris, $2; Silver Crock church, 86.70;

Sarah Dauner, Astoria, 8125; /.erue Roland, Polo, Si

;

Pleasant Hill church, SiS-26; Sugar Creek church,

Si. So; total, ss 71

Iowa.—A sister, Panther, 82; Fairview church, 83.87;

Katie M. Strickler, Ivester, 81; Kingsley church, 81.54;

Garrison church, 86; Pleasant Hill Sunday school,

81.66; Pleasant Hill church, $3.81 ; Green church, 82.47;

Galva church, Si 15; South Keokuk church, 85-75; Lib-

erty ville church, S497; total 34 22

Virginia.—Sangerville church, 819.25; Pleasant Val-

ley church, 70 cents; Peach Grove Sunday school, 81

;

a sister, Crimora Station, 82; Wm. Spigle, Toms Brook,

S3 cents; Rebecca Richard, Toms Brook, 52 cents;

Cbristena Spigler, Toms Brook, 52 cents; two sisters,

Timberville, Si; total, 25 52

Maryland. -Meadow Branch church, S'S; Manor
church, S8.70; total 23 70

Kansas.—Meridian Sunday school, 82.61; Newton
church, 81.85; Pleasant View church, 85; a sister, Belle-

;Sahm church,!

Missouri. Mineral Creek church, 82; Prudence E,

tiler, Nevada, Si-75; Wakanda church, $4 25; Prairie

iew church, S5.16; Joel and Susan Moomaw, Lad-

>nia, 81,50; Wakanda church, S3; B. F. Spit/er and

ife, Rockingham, 50 cents; total

Florida.— Keuka church, $8; Our Baby Boy's Orange

rec, S2.70; Pine Grove Sunday school, Si: total

Tennessee.— Knob Creek church, 86.50: Wm. Gross,

levins, 25 cents; Maggie Sailcrfield, Oakgrove, S'-S7:

rtah.—White Rock, 7 00

West Wry/Wff.-Catbarine Bays, Russellville, 8300;

MaryN. Wdliams, Frankford;8l-So; total 4 50

Nebraska.—Mrs. Joseph Weidner, Nevada, Si-So;

Wood River church, 8165; total 31$
Arkansas.— Prairie church 1 90

Oregon.- Powells Valley church 1 00

California.—\%m Royer, The Palms 1 00

Washington.- Allen Ives, 50

Marriage notices to Jan. 1,1897, 23 00

Income from Endowment 75 00

Income from loan, D. B. Puterbaugh, 42 00

Total, 8614 84

Pennsylvania— Mary E. Baker, Begmont, 81; a

brother and sister, Meyersdale, 825; D, E. Brown,

East Berlin. 85; Grandmother Reitz, Friedens, 50
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The meetings at Yellow River, Ind., closed with

The Brethren of the Camp Creek church, 111., re-

ELEVEN accessions are reported as the result of a

scries of meetings recently held in the New Union

church, Pa.

A mistake was made in announcing the address

of Bro. J. S. Geiser. It is 1607 Edmondson Ave.,

Baltimore, Md.

Bro. Hutchison is still preaching for the Breth-

ren in Virginia. He is likely to remain in the

State until April.

A series of meetings in the North Poplar Ridge

church, Ohio, closed Dec. 27 with thirteen baptized

and three restored.

Bro. Jacob Heistand, of Hoaglin, Ohio, reports

five accessions as the result of a series of meetings

held in a schoolhouse,

The series of meetings in the Logan church,

Ohio, closed with eight accessions. Bro. David

Filbrum did the preaching.

Bro. Amos J. Nickey, of Oakley, 111., preached

for us in the Chapel last Sunday morning, His

talk was much appreciated.

A meeting at the Shady Gro

Spring church, Pa., resulted in te

by baptism, and one reclaimed.

Id be well if all our evangelists would in-

st upon each new convert taking the Messenger.
matter of more than ordinary importance.

Each year the Pine Creek church, Illinois, ap-

points her agent for the Messenger, and then he is

expected to do good work. We always have a

large list of subscribers from this church.

We are informed of the organization of a prayer-

meeting for the special benefit of young converts.

That is good. But there are thousands of older

members who should also attend meetings of this

kind.

The General Mission report, found on another

page, will be examined with unusual interest. It is

long, and shows the receipt of an encouraging

amount of money for the different good causes en-

trusted to the committee.

Bro. L. H. Eby, on his way home to North Man-

chester, Ind., gave us a short call last week. We
were glad to have him with us a few hours. He

was returning from Grundy County. Iowa, where

he had been assisting in a Bible school.

There are five hundred poor people in the

Brotherhood who ought to have the Messenger

sent to them. Who will send in good donations

that we may send them the paper? We will ac-

knowledge the receipt of all money received for

this purpose.

We do not like to stop short of the 20,000 sub-

scribers that we had in view. We are confident

that a little extra effort upon the part of our agents

and friends would enable the Messenger to reach

the number inside of a few weeks. It is still not

too late to send in new names.

There are too many sermons without any doc-

trine in them, and then, on the other hand, there

are too many sermons that contain nothing else

but doctrine. The former is like a house without

any timbers, while the latter reminds one of the

building with timbers alone. All Gospel sermons

should contain enough doctrine to render them sub-

stantial, and yet not so much as to make them cold

and formal.

There are said to be 4,500 secret lodges in Chi-

cago, and probably less than 500 churches. Were all

the Christian-professing men to withdraw their mon-

ey, time and talents from the lodges, and work for

the cause of Christ, as they should, there would, in

all probability, be 4,500 churches in the city, and

considerable less than 500 lodges. These men, pro

fessing Christianity, have thrown their influence on

the wrong side.

On receiving a communication for publication we

first look for the name of the writer. If that is

omitted, the article goes into the waste-basket with-

out being even read. By this it will be understood

that those who have something special to say to the

editors and others, and will not give their name,

spend their time to no purpose. We can listen to

the plea of the most humble, but we must first

know who they are.

Bro, Frank Fisher, of Mexico, Ind., writes us

that our aged brother, Samuel Murray, is partly

paralyzed, and most earnestly craves the prayers of

all the saints. He knows that the time of his de-

parture cannot be far off, and it is his earnest desire

that he may not have to suffer so long before the

Master calls him to come up higher.

Mr. Moody has a plain way of telling things. In

a recent discourse, he is reported to have said:

" What is killing our church prayer meetings is that

men pray there who have no business to pray.

Get your life right first before you come before

God in prayer. ' Hallelujah ' and ' praise God ' is

all right, but I do not want to hear it from any

one who does not pay his debts. If you owe a man

55, and are keeping him out of it, go and pay it to

him, if you have to live on bread and water to do it.

Don't sneak around and dodge him. God hates a

fraud and a sham."

Th

Bro. Silas Hoover writes us that he is now en-

gaged in a series of meetings in the Green Spring

church, Pa, Bro. Jacob Hollinger is the elder in

charge.

Bro. C. G. Lint has been quite sick with lung
fever, but wc are glad to learn that he is improving, I

and may soon he able to be about the Master's
j

business.

There are said to be fifty-six ministers and eld- I

ers in the Middle District of Iowa. With this I

force well utilized, a grand work ought to be ac-
\

complished during the present year.

Bro. D. L. M!ller is in the Donnel's Creek
j

church, Ohio, this week. He left here last Mon-
j

day. His sermon, last Sunday evening, on "The'
Armenian People and the Armenian Church," was 1

listened to with intense interest, by a very large

In a recent sermon, in Chicago, Dr. Lorin

Baptist minister of Boston, said: " It is not v.

man thinks to-day, it is what a man does; not

a man dreams, but what a man realizes; tha

ders him a power in the world. A si

preached that turns no wheel is a sermon lo:

sermon preached that kindles no light is a S(

that had better never been uttered." Here is

son for Christian workers to ponder.

Ou special Bible Term is moving along pleas-

and the course of instruction is excellent.

B. Trout is with us at this time, giving us

/ery instructive lessons. Bro. L. W. Teeter

arrive the last of the week. Scores of our

en in Northern Illinois, especially ministers,

issing a good thing by not attending this

1 term. And what we say of them may ap-

th equal force to those living in other States

these special Bible Terms are held. All of

inisters, who possibly can, should avail them-
of these excellent opportunities to learn

concerning the Bible and their work.

SOME UNPLEASANT THINOS.

While the editor of a religious journal may have

many pleasant experiences, and enjoy some things

with which most people are not favored, yet he is

compelled to see some other things that he often

wishes he did not know, and the less of such he

knows the better. When once in the mind they are

hard to get rid of. Now and then a man, in good

standi 'g, sends a well-composed article for publica-

tion. It is received with thanks and appears in the

paper. A few weeks later the editor is informed

by the editor of another journal, or some other per-

son, that the article, with the exception of a few

lines at the beginning and end, was stolen from an-

other paper, and we are told where the article

may be found. We compare the two. We pro-

nounce it a case of literary theft. There can be no

doubt of it. Things like this do not often happen,

but it is unpleasant to have to think about even a

few of them.

Then there are those who will order the paper

sent to their address, promising to pay for it short-

ly. The paper is sent in good faith. The years go

by, a notice is sent to the tardy subscriber, but no

money comes to the office from him. So the ac-

count is entered on the book, and there it remains,

for years, with not a few others.

Now and then a brother orders some books, say-

ing he will remit shortly. We judge his standing

to be good. The books are sent, but the money
never comes. He writes of reverses, and says he

cannot pay now. Of course the books were sold,

and the money put to his own private use, thinking

that the next money he would get should be sent

to cancel the account. But he never has the mon-

ey to spare, and thus the account stands, year after

year. The brother may be in good standing at

home, but he has misappropriated money.

Then there are a few agents who use the money
they collect for subscriptions, and have us charge

the paper to them, thinking that by and by they

will have money and will then settle the account.

But that time never comes. The accounts increase

as the years go by. Now and then one will order

hymn books for the church, but the money for

them never reaches this office. As we look over

the books, in the hands of our Business Manager,

and see how much this, that, and the other person

owes, and see that many of these accounts have

been standing for years, we then wish we did not

have to know such things.

It is not the loss of the money that disturbs us,—

still it ought to be paid, and the account balanced

in some way,—but we wonder how matters of this

kind are going to stand at the judgment? We are

sometimes led to think that there is not that hones-

ty among professing people there should be, and

not unfrequently do we find it so upon the part of

those who seem to stand well in the church. But
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,
what of the judgment? We again say that

vish we did not have to know things of this

LETTER FROM AN ARMENIAN BROTHER.

The following letter will need no explanation.

A word about the writer may, however, be of inter-

est. Bro. Yeremian is an educated Armenian who

has, for sometime, been engaged in teaching the

children in the Brethren's Armenian Orphanage in

Smyrna. Me has been led to make a careful inves-

tigation of the Bible, with the result stated in the

letter. The letter is given as he wrote it, and shows

how well he has, in a few years, mastered the Eng-

lish. We rejoice with our brethren in Smyrna,

and especially with Bro. Fercken, that the Lord is

so richly blessing this work of re-establishing Prim-

itive Christianity among the Seven Churches of

Asia. And who can to-day foretell the result of

the seed now being sown in the Orient?

U. L. Millek,
Dear Brother;—

I hope you will pardon me for the liberty I take of

writing to you, but having heard much about you through

Bro. Fercken, I feel that you are a long-standing acquaintance

of mine. No doubt you would like to know bow it came that

I joined the Brotherhood. It happened on this wise:

A year ago I met Bro. Fercken at my uncle's house, and I

immediately formed a strong attachment to him. I visited

him often, and he used to speak to me about spiritual things.

He gave me tracts and spoke to me about the Brethren

church. Studying carefully the Bible, I found out that what

he said was in accordance with the Word of God. But there

came, for several months, the trial of my faith, the severing

from my church relationship. Perhaps it is unknown to the

Brethren that the Armenian church and nation are two in-

separable things, and that whosoever steps out of the church

steps out of his nationality. One can never be disassociated

from the other. 0! how hard it was for me to think that, by

leaving my church, 1, so patriotic, should be no more an Ar-

menian! But dear Bro. Fercken, by strong arguments,

showed me the fallacy of such an idea, and how one can be .1

Protestant and yet be a good Armenian. Now, since I have

been baptized, bow happy do I feel that 1 am a Christian ana

an Armenian, and that I can work for my people; and, if it is

the Lord's will, by and by, bring the Gospel and 1'riniiiivc

Christianity to them.

I very much thank the Brethren church for what she is now
doing for my noble yet persecuted nation. Bro. Fercken is

doing a quiet, yet noble, work here. I know he is too modest
to praise himself in regard to what he has already accom-
plished, but, amid many difficulties, he has been able to lay a

good foundation for the future, and it is my aim to help him
the best I can, and so lighten his burden. Bro. Fercken tells

me that he has already written to you about me, so I will not

say more about myself, but only state how happy I am to

have been baptized, and that 1 am asking God every day to

give me more and more the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 1

would like to say how much, after my Bible, the little, valuable

book, " Outlines of Discourses," helped to enlighten me on the

doctrines to which we hold so tenaciously. I think if this

book were translated into Armenian it would very much help

towards enlightening my nation. I wonder whether the

Brethren, who are more advanced than I am, in spiritual

things, appreciate it as much as I do.

Hoping to be honored with an answer, 1 remain,

Yours respectfully,

Ohannes M. Yeremian.
Smyrna, Asia Minor, Dec, 4.

HERE AND THERE IN NEBRASKA.

Number Two.
From Holmesville, Nebr., we enjoyed a delight-

ful drive across a beautiful prairie, dotted here and
therewith fine farmhouses, giving evidence of the

prosperity of the people. Bro. James Gish, once a

faithful student at Mount Morris, now a prosperous

farmer and an efficient minister and Bible teacher

in the South Beatrice church, held the reins. It

was a bright, beautiful December day. The air was
fresh and crisp and just cool enough to give zest

and vigor to life. The roads were hard and
smooth, and all the conditions were favorable for

an enjoyable drive to the North Beatrice church,
distant from Holmesville fifteen miles.

On the bright, moonlight December evenings, the

house was crowded with anxious listeners. The
morning meetings were also very largely attended.
The members and friends at this church al

liberal ributit the ork, We
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find a spirit of liberality among these people that

is highly commendable. They are willing to do

what they can.

There is a degree of life and activity in the

North Beatrice church that bespeaks success in the

future. The Sunday school, with Bro. Charley

Price as Superintendent, is full of interest. Our
Nebraska brethren are taking an advanced position

on Sunday schools. They have a State Committee
to look after the work. By systematic and deter-

mined effort they hope to accomplish much good.

Bro. A. M. T. Miller, of Pickerel, is at the head of

the committee. He is also one of our most active

tract distributors, We spent some time at his

comfortable home, recalling reminiscences of the

past, for we were boys together in Maryland two

score years ago. Nebraska has dealt well with him
financially, and he is full of energy and activity

along the lines of church work.

The Mission and Sunday School Boards had a

meeting at North Beatrice, and we had the pleas-

ure of meeting a number of our workers. Among
others, brethren Jesse Heckler, D. B. Heiny, J. E.

Young and C. B. Smith, all of whom are actively en-

gaged in the ministry and in mission work. The

field before them is white for the harvest.

From North Beatrice, in company with brethren

Hope, Heiny and Maust, we journeyed westward

by the " Burlington," to Fillmore and Thayer Coun-

ties, where the Bethel church is located. Bro.

Heiny is the elder in charge, and reports a mem-
bership of about one hundred and forty, all in good

working order. The house of worship does not

seem to be large enough for the congregations that

sometimes assemble. The members whom we vis-

ited seem to be in a prosperous condition. The

drouth which continued two years over the entire

West cut their crops short, and now the low price

of grain does not bring a large return, but they are

hopeful that better times are in store for them. At

the close of the meetings they decided to support

an orphan in the Brethren's Orphanage at Smyrm
Even if times are hard, they have something to

spare for the Lord.

Our next stopping place was in Polk County,

where we met a number of old friends of our boy-

hood days. We stopped with Bro. Martin New
comer, and held one meeting in a schoolhouse neai

his home, not far from Wayland. We enjoyed a

pleasant reunion with members of the Newcomei

and Fox families, some of whom we had not met

for more than thirty years. Then we were all in

the vigor of youth, now we are only waiting till

the shadows are a little longer grown.

One of the sights that impressed us was the im-

mense corn crop that was being gathered in the

State of Nebraska. Never, perhaps, in the history

of the State, has there been such an abundant crop.

It is estimated at over three hundred million bush-

els. It seemed as if there was corn everywhere

cribs were full and bursting, and still there was

much to gather. The farmers are not following tht

example of the rich man in Palestine, who said, " 1

will tear down and build larger." They are sim

ply piling the corn in great golden heaps on Iht

ground. Some said they were husking as high a<

eighty-five bushels per acre. But from forty to six

ty bushels was most commonly reported.

The price is low,—from ten to fifteen cents pei

bushel, the higher price being paid near the Mis

souri river. Should the price advance to thirty

cents a bushel,—only a fair price for corn,—such

golden stream of the yellow grain would flow

of Nebraska and Kansas, and such a stream of gold

and silver would flow back, that hard times would

be effectually routed. Leaving the price out of

question, how wonderfully the Lord has blessed

our land with abundance! While in India there is

famine, and many are suffering, here our store-

houses are bursting with plenty. O. 1 U,

"THH OLD IS BETTER."

This may seem to be a strange subject about

hich to write, but we make use of it, because of

its application to a line of thought that has come
,, about which we have had some meditations,

as the heart thinketh so the pen expresseth.

word " old " may have a number of interpreta-

tions, depending on how wc look at it and use it.

We have the relative interpretation. When
peak of the " Old World," our mind is carried

back through the dim vista of the past, and we
think of centuries and ages. When we speak of

old men, our scope of time is shortened down to

seventy from a hundred years, because, when man
reaches the three score and the ten, he is con-

sidered to be old in years. Then, again, the word
has a local interpretation. The meaning of it is

determined by the things around and about us,

without being fixed by any definite length of time.

Things are old in comparison to their time of being

used. If we, to-day, take up a paper of yesterday,

we say it is old, because of it being behind the date

of the information we want. Thus the local condi-

tions determine when a thing is old.

Then, again, we have our individual interpreta-

tions. Things are old or new as we look at them

in our individual capacities, as things seem to us.

Some of us get old, and become associated with

old things very soon, because, say we, the old is

better. Some things, it is true, do improve with

age, but even to this there is a limit. There is a

tendency on the part of all to reverence, respect

and revere things and persons of age, and it is well

enough to do so, because that which has stood the

test of experience and time is worthy of our es-

teem. As we stood at the base of one of the great

Egyptian pyramids and remembered that it had

withstood the shocks and storms of the ages, we

felt like baring our head and doing homage to it,

not because, in this case, the old is the better, but

because of the natural disposition we have, to do

reverence to things of great age.

But, after all, is the old really better than the

new? We hear much said about the " good old

times," and when we say this, have we ever thought

why we say it? Did we ever think when these

good old times began and when th«y ended? If

the old always has been the better, there must have

been a time when things were exceedingly good, as

the good times, which we look back to with so

much satisfaction now, a few years ago were the

new times of our fathers, and they had to look

back the same number of years, in order to see their

good old times. And, after all, as good as these

old times were, how many of us would like to lift

ourselves out of our glorious present, to be set

back even, into the good old times? How many?

If, ever since time was, this world has been only a

series of back-stepping from the good, then is it

true that the old is better. But we don't all feet

this way. As soon as we do, it ought to be a warn-

ing to us that we, ourselves, have reached the acme

of our goodness, and because of this the old is bet-

ter. Neither the bad nor the better and the best

are determined on the passing of time, but on our

living and doing each day.

We frequently hear our church people extolling

the good old times,—the good old-fashioned meet-

ings held, the good old sermons, and the good old

preachers that preached them.

There may be places where people live who" can

say such things with a degree of propriety, but ev-

en then, who is to blame for the new order of

things being worse than were the old? The change

from good to bad can only take place through

those who stand related to it, and, therefore, must

be recognized as part of it. It is not because the

old preachers have passed away,—because there

never was a time in which the church did not have
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her aged servants,-but the trouble is, where such

conditions really exist, the younger, who have fol-

lowed in their places, have failed in perpetuating

the good work.

It may be true that wine and such commodities

improve by age, but of the Gospel and the applica-

tion thereof to the church and world, this cannot

be said in the sense of looking back. In looking

back over our own church experiences we can re-

member of no time in the past which we would de-

sire to exchange for the present, neither do we

have fearful apprehensions for the welfare of the

church when our work is done.

There are forces at work in the church that, if

carefully directed, give great promise for the en-

largement of /Aon. But, that this may come to

pass, we must take the forward instead of the back-

ward look, feeling that what is to be will depend

on how we help to make it. Looking on with

hands and heads down will never save the world

for Christ, neither will it do for us to be always

saying: "The old is better." It can only be so

when we help to make the new worse. It is right

that we should feel that the past has been well

done, but it is better to determine that the future

shall be the best effort of our lives. We have ev-

ery encouragement to do this, because of the en-

larging of our possibilities, as well as the widening

out of our fields for Christian labor. The old year,

with its work, is past, and those of us who have

tried to do what we could, may say to it, " Fare-

well," without regret. But as we enter the New

Year, shall we say: The old is better? No, my
Christian reader, let us walk into this new year

with the determination that it shall be better than

the old—and it will be. h. b. b.

- HOME + AND + FAMILY *—>

COMFORTED.

BY JOSEPHINE I'OLLARD.

1 tuok her hand in mine, and said,

" I pray itacc, child, be comforted,

For thine is but the common lot.

And there will conic to thee a day.

It may be near, or far away.

When all these trials that dismay

Will be remembered not."

Yet still she wept, the while I sought

With words from holy Scriptures brought

Her wounded spirit to console.

" To the Lord's will be reconciled,

And bear up bravely, now, my child;

By hope and confidence beguiled,

This flood of grief control."

1 quoted all the Psalms 1 knew.

Recited poems not a few,

1 hoped would sweet submission teach;

But realized that all I said,

And all the passages I read,

Never once touched or comforted

The heart I longed to reach.

What should I do? In what sweet way
Could 1 my sympathy convey

To one so overcome with grief?

My prayers but little had availed,

Since she as bitterly bewailed.

And all my best endeavors failed

To give the least relief.

Powerless to mitigate such wo
In meek despair I rose to go,

And, turning, saw her tear-stained face.

It moved my heart with sudden thrill,

My eyes with tears began to fill,

And I was sorrowful until

My steps I could retrace.

I had no thought of prayer or psalm,
Nor voice, indeed, the storm to calm;
So not a single word. I said,

But round her waist my arms I threw,
And gave her kisses not a few.

And, ah! by many a sign 1 knew
That she was comforted!

—Sunday School Times.

OUR TROUBLES.

BV HOWAR

hiOu

Laugh, and the world laughs with you,

Weep, and you weep alone."

ns ordained that all who live an ordinary

are doomed to see trouble. Some of it is

imaginary, and much of it real, and, so far as we are

concerned, utterly unavoidable. Sickness, sorrow

and death are here to stay, and, sooner or later, they

overtake all of us- Wherever the lights of the vil-

lage gleam out at night there is, somewhere near,

the last long resting-place of those who have passed,

and each mound has been watered with the tears of

the living. If earth is beautiful at times, and life is

sweet in its early morning, the world is also a wail-

ing place and Sorrow and Death walk on either

side of us, unseen it may be, but they are there

and in the end they will wither us.

Many a man and woman goes bravely down life's

highway; as far as human eyes can see all is well

with them. But in their lives is the rooted sorrow,

and ghosts will walk unbidden right through the in-

nermost chambers of their souls. It is not chance

or environment. It is an eternal and unchangeable

law of our being. It can not be avoided, yet, thank

God, there is a help for it all.

As in the case of the storm-swept cloud?, vivid

with the lightning and terrifying with their thunder,

there is a region a little overhead of it all where

there are infinite spaces of perfect calm, so over

our heads shrouded in secret gloom there is a place

as calm as a summer-lit lake in the hills, and as

peaceful as the sleep of the infant of yesterday.

And there is no death in that land, and love's sun

never sets. Do you remember the time in your

life when all the blossoms were dancing and all the

bells a ringing, and life ahead of you was all a

dream of happiness to come? It never did come,

but it may and will, if we seek it aright. In that

beautiful land of the leal there is rest for the weary.

No home-coming of the wanderer in lands beyond

the seas is ever as perfect as the welcome that

awaits us there after we have laid aside the travel-

stained garment of our souls while here.

And Christ died a cruel death that such peace

ight be ours. Sometimes in the depths of our

troubles there comes a glimpse of the home of the

saved, a knowledge that touches the soul as a sum-

mer zephyr kisses the cheek and is gone. But we

know it, and for that inner knowledge thank God
With it we may meet Death in the highway and

laugh in his face, knowing that we may be, and will

be, vanquished in the uneven struggle, but after-

ward we are the children of a King in a land where

there is no Death and not even a memory of oui

life troubles.

Lewisburg, Pa.

THE MOTE-PICKER.

is to be applied to our every-day life, to our " daily

walk and conversation."

Some members are much inclined to busy them-

selves about the affairs or mistakes of others, thus

using their influence to prejudice other minds

against a brother or a sister. This is a deadly

poison to their own soul. As a sure antidote we

recommend immediate and repeated doses of James

4: 7, 8, g, 10, which says, " Submit yourselves there-

fore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from

you. Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to

you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify

your hearts, ye double-minded. Be afflicted, and

mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned to

mourning, and your joy to heaviness. Humble

yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall

lift you up."

The "why" of Matt. 7: 3 is clearly answered in

Matt. 6: 23, which says, " But if thine eye be evil,

thy whole body is full of darkness. If, therefore,

the light that is in ttiee be darkness, how great is

that darkness!" No wonder the mote-picker does

not see the beam in his own eye, when it is evil,

and his whole body is full of darkness!

Let us all have more charity, one for another!

Charity is love. Love begets love. Charity begins

at home. The man of God who would show chari-

ty abroad, must first have it at home, to the saving,

first, of his own soul; then, to the saving of his

house,—to the getting out of darkness, and into

that "marvelous light,"—the "light of God."

"Weep for yourselves and for your children."

Luke 23: 28. " Examine yourselves, whether ye be

in the faith; prove your own selves. . . . Je-

sus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates." 2

Cor. 13: 5-

Devils Lake, North Dakota.

BY MARSHALL

"And why bchotdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's

eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye? "—

Matt, 7=3-

" Great oaks from little acorns grow," so, also,

do great sins grow from little faults, or, in the

words of the above Scripture, great beams may re-

sult from little motes. By this we learn the solemn

duty, that we ought to bend the big tree while it is

a twig,—that we ought to pull up the weed by de-

stroying the seed. We should pluck out the beam
by picking the mote out of our own eye,—root out

the evil, that is among us, by " resisting the devil,"

by sweeping our own door-yard.

We should teach our children obedience to Eph.

6: 1, 2, 3, and Col. 3: 20 by being obedient parents

and grand-parents to Eph. 6: 4, Col. 3: 21, and

Prov. 22: 6. " Speak evil of no man." Titus 3: 2.

Our text stands in connection with the two suc-

ceeding verses. The truth, there stated, "began to

be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us

by them that heard him," is as strong a self-exam-

ination text as can be found in the Bible; and it is

not applicable only at our love feast services, but it

LET THE SUNSHINE IN.

As I entered my little room this morning (the

place I spend some very precious hours) and threw

open the shutters, the beautiful sun came pouring

in through the window, filling the room with its ra-

diant beams, creating light and life, and saying to

my needy soul: " Let a little sunshine in."

" Truly the light is sweet and a pleasant thing it

is for the eyes to behold the sun." Eccl. 11:7.

Too often we let down the blind and close the shut-

ters of the soul and keep out the radiant beams of

the Great Eternal Luminary, whose quickening rays

would illuminate the heart and send its light far out

into the world. Oh for more sunshine in the soul,

that the avenues of love, peace, long-suffering,

meekness, gentleness and joy might, by their efful-

gence, attract those that are in darkness, and those

that are afar off! May the words of our Savior,

" Ye are the light of the world," be fulfilled!

The supreme duty of every believer is to leave

his sun so shine that those in darkness may see the

marvelous light. The world needs an emphatic

testimony of its sinful condition and the church

would be unfaithful to its great trust, if it were to

conceal it. Let the sunshine in, brother and sister!

Many know not they are in darkness. The church

owes the world the warmth of Christian fellowship.

Do you notice our obligation to the world? It is

not only to throw out beams of sunlight, but glow-

ing rays of heat. " Did not our hearts burn with-

in us,"—they said, " while he talked with us by the

way?" Luke 23: 32. Let the sunshine in and

warm up the frigid hearts, lest it be said of us,

" Ye are neither cold nor hot; I will cast thee out

of my mouth."

When will the church be entirely free from this

Laodicean temper, which is so justly complained of

by our Lord, and represented as loathsome to him?

Beware, lest we indulge in a vain conceit of our

own wisdom, riches and sufficiency, and refuse the

Lord of glory an entrance!

Let the sunshine in, until the heart begins to

burn. Abraham saw a burning lamp and Moses

beheld a burning bush. When Solomon had built

his holy and beautiful house, its consecration was
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culminated in the fire of God descending upon the

sacrifice, to show that the Lord was there. Oh
blessed symbol!

Would God that all might experience its mean-

ing to the full, and that the church might become

a burning bush, her ministers speaking not with

chilled tongues of deliberate logic, but with burn-

ing tongues of passionate pleading, persuading and

entreating men to come to Christ and live. Then
we would not be co'd and dead and empty of life,

as we sometimes are, but filled with the fulness of

God. There would be no room, then, for the de-

sires of the flesh,

The difference between an empty man and a full

man is something very wonderful. Out of a burn-

ing or full church the world shall receive salvation,

but never out of a cold or empty one.

The preachers of Pentecost told of the Spirit's

work by the Spirit's power. The church then was
characterized by generosity and overflowed with

love and sympathy for a lost world. There will be

no lack of sympathy and Christian fellowship where

there is no lack of sunshine in the soul.

The ancient church was also full of gladness.

Jerusalem was a happy city. The disciples were
singing, and praising God. I have no doubt they

broke out, now and then, in the services, with
" Amen " or " Glory to God." Of course we never

say " Amen " or " Glory " now. We are often not so

particularly glad and not so specially full of praise

that we want to do anything of the sort. Alas, we
have lost very much of the spirit of God and much
of the joy and gladness which characterized the an-

cient Christian. Like the Israelites of old, we are

slow to possess all the Land of Promise.

Brethren and sisters, let us open the windows of

the soul and let in all that God will give us! Let
us not be satisfied with the sip that saves, but let

us receive the baptism which buries the flesh and
changes us into the very image of our Savior,—the

baptism which makes us spiritual and sets us all

aflame with zeal for the glory of God, and eager-

ness for usefulness, by which that glory may be in-

creased among the sons of men. Let the sunshine

Washington, D. C.

Mission Receipts for December, 1896.

cents; Emma C. Reitz, Friedens, 50 cents; a brother
and sister, Waynesboro, $2.50; Anna Trimmer, Lan-
caster, Si; Mrs. A. G.B.Martin, Harrisburg, Si; Jno.
Hoyer, York, Ji; York church, $49-75: Huntingdon
church, S93; Mary Kinzey, New Paris, £1; Jacob's
^reek church, $31.17; Katie Lehmer, S2; G. G. Leh-
™er. Ss; Lizzie Lerew, St; New Enterprise church,
S17-S0; Marsh Creek church, $25 50; Quemaboning
church, S31.06; Summit church, S20.50; Bare Creek
church, S22.40; J. H. Brilhart, Indiana, Si; Lancaster
church, $14.19; a brother and sister, Philadelphia, SS;
a sister, Philadelphia, 50 cents; total, S 358 07
Maryland.—], E. Gnagey, Accident, Sio; Evan

Ogle, Ellicott, S17.50; Hagerstowo church, S38.85: L.
A. D., Linganore, Si ; Pipe Creek church, Si 11; Brush
Lreek church, $30; S. O. Larkins, Baltimore, $t; D. S.
Wolf

,
Colington, Si; Theresa Schneider, Woodville,

Si; Jno. Deyhoff, Si; Mrs. Jno. Deyhoff, Si; Frederick
church, S7.60; Beaver Dam church, $6,50; Henry
Thompson, Kearney, §1.50; Manor church, S36; total, 264 95

filinois.—U. L. Miller, Mt. Morris, S50; Moses Bru-
baker, Girard, 55; Dorcas Sewing Society, Virden, S5;
a member, 50 cents; Salem Sunday school. S3.32;
Maria Swank, Cerrogordo, Sio; J. W. Harshbarger,
Girard, $2; West Branch church, S25; James W. Gib-
son, Virden, $10; Louisa Vaniman, Virden, SS; Cerro-
gordo church, S431 Cerrogordo Sunday school, $12.57;
I ine Creek church, S32; a sister, Mt. Morris, $25; total, 228 39O/uo.—G. W. Brumbaugh, Dayton, $2; Salem
church, $4.60; Silver Creek church, S21.50; Maple
Grove church, ss.90; a brother, Lindsey, $1; Middle

strict church. $2; Donnel's Creek church, S50; Lud-
low church, SS; Mary Darst, Dayton, $2; W. D. Long,
Jji

Harris Creek church, $14.60; sister D. F. Kelly,
North Georgetown, 50 cents; Mahoning church. $25-

Mr: Cathari \\ lui

/ 'irginia

grcgation,

r, Stoney Man.Si; Midland cou-
'o sisters, Timberville, Si; J. A.

and M. A. Trout and family, Thaxton, Si; Green-
mount District church, $8.74; Cooks Creek congrega-
tion, S40; Fishers Hill, §17.25; Josie Myers,
Broadway, 50 cents; total

Indiana.—Q. M. Wenger, South Bend, $5; Ann Ru-
pel, South Bend, Ss; a sister, Ladoga, 25 cents; Milt
K. Reiff and wife, $2.50; Blue River church, $10.12;
Turkey Creek church, $5; Monticello church, S4.31;
Tippecanoe church, $4-5°; Eel River church, $9.(6;
total

Indiana.—White church, $5.50; White church, 75
cents; Stony Creek church, S2.57; Solomon's Creek
church, S2.82; Pipe Creek church, S21.S8; Jacob Whit-
mcr, South Mend, $5; total

fowa.—A sister, Panther. $2; Li^ie Higgs, Max-
well, $s; Des Moines Valley church, $8.75; a brother,
Garrison, $1 ;

Katie M. Strickler, Ivester, Si ; Flora L.
Moore. 50 cents; Green church, $1.50; a sister, Ivester,

$S; total, ,'

West Virginia.—Beaver Run church, Sio; Tear-
coat church, $14; total,

Minnesota.—Winona church,

Arkansas.— Palestine church
Kansas. , Caney, 25 cents; D. Vaniman,

McPherson, S2; total, ,'

Florida.— Pine Grove Sunday school

Idaho.—A brother,

Children's Mission

Nebraska.—K sister. Falls City

Total,

World-wide Missions $ 61484 $ 88606
Book and Tract Fund, 216 36 77 58
India Fund, 71 21 152 27
Asia Minor Mission, Sg 00 784 73
Washington Meetinghouse, 1,24460 1090
Smyrna Orphanage 607 37
Foreign Missions, 95 i

"Total, , $2,908 48 SL911 54
Tracts sent out 47,184 34523

Correction.— In November, under Washington receipts,

May Oiler, Waynesboro, Pa , SS, should be Mary Ober, MiU-

Mt. Morris, III.

From Pierce, Ohio.

By request of the brethren and sisters of the Por-

tage church, Wood County, Ohio, I commenced a

series of meetings in, what is known as, the Clover-

dale house, on the morning of Nov. 29, and closed

on the evening of Dec. 18. This point is somewhat
new, said churchhouse having been built but four

or five years ago. This being a union house,

Brethren worship there only once a month. The
United Brethren church and " Christian Union

"

hold the greater portion of meetings, and have en-

deavored to make the way to heaven quite easy.

To obey all the requirements of the Gospel, they

think, is needless. Our meetings were largely at-

tended, and excellent attention was given to the

Word preached. We turned the attention of the

people to our doctrine. As a result, a wonderful

stir was made. A strong sentiment was created in

favor of the Brethren. This again proves that

Truth will prevail. As an immediate result three

precious souls were added to the church by bap-

tism. Each one of them had been connected with

years ago, when Eld. J. F. Cline moved into this
church from Goodland, Kansas. Our council
passed off very pleasantly. This church has five

a popula

feel the

and 1

Quite a m
salvation,

have bt

The seed has been

iade that will not

I be 1

I arrived home safely, but was sorry to find m
'ife sick. She is convalescent, again, however.

Reuben Shrover.
Pierce, Ohio, Dec. jo.

places of regular meeting each
meetings are held. The past year we
Communion meeting and three series of
One was held by the home ministers, or
J. M. Mohler, of Lewistown, Pa., and on
M. M. Eshelman, of Californ

and three children's meetings

md eight

had one

meetings.

: by Bro.

and one by Bro.

A Bible Normal
ducted

by Bro. Eshelman. We have no Brethren Sunday
school, as we are too much scattered, yet many of
our members attend the union schools.
During the year five were added to our number

by baptism, and two letters were given. No deaths
occurred during the year. We have no church
building. Our meetings are mostly held in school-
houses, but we hope the day is not far distant,
when we will have a churchhouse, in this arm of the
church, owned by the Brethren. Philip Landis.

Osborne, Kans.

Prom the Olendale Congregation, Arizona.

As decided at our last quarterly council, we be-
gan a series of meetings on the evening of Dec. 19,
and continued until the evening of the 26th. Bro.
Hiram Forney, of Milford, Ind., had promised to
be with us, but, through ill health, he was detained,
so the home brethren conducted the meetings. We
had no accessions, but we feel the cause was
strengthened.

Dec. 22 we held our council, preparatory to our
love feast on Christmas eve. A large amount of

me before the meeting, but was amica-
d of. Four were received by letter,—bly dis

two of them ;

Ou
pleasant; twenty-sevei

tables of the Lord. Bi

On Christmas Day w
addresses to the childr

of Christ. Following

class of twelve childre

last April, with fifteen

increase until Christmas t

gratifying, as they
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From the North Solomon Church, Kans.

The members of the North Solomon church met

in quarterly council Dec. 26, Nearly all the mem-
bers were present, excepting those who had a great

distance to come. The meeting was held in the

Lerew schoolhouse, two miles from the town of

Portis. This church extends over a territory of

about fifty miles square, with a membership of fifty,

including three ministers (two of whom are elders),

one in the second degree, and four deacons. This

church never had a resident elder until about two

n the deacon's

'ice was interesting and
nembers surrounded the

C. E. Gillett officiated,

mjoyed a number of short

on the birth and mission

e heard the report of a

who had been entrusted,

ts apiece, to invest and
Their success was
0.80 for missions,

with a call from Globe, Ariz., Bro.

sent there to do missionary work,
—to labor for the best interests of the cause. Bro.
Charles is full of the spirit, and we feel that he may
do the people much good. The class above men-
tioned unanimously voted that their money be used
in the Globe mission. Walter Swihart,

Dec. 27.

bers i

From the Falrvlew Church, Iowa.

members of

ore earnest

jur church ar

n the work
e becoming

of the Lord.

meetings are

that these

ing our faith

d friends to

increasing in

neetings are

We much d

numbers, a

the best me
esire all the
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Our Sunday school continues with growing inter-

est. Last spring five cents was given each scholar,

to be used and increased, in a legitimate way, and to

be returned in six months. Last Sunday it was de-

cided by the school to divide the proceeds, S15. 26,

as follows: Half to the Chicago Mission and the

other half to the Smyrna Orphanage. We are us-

ing the Brethren's literature, and also the new Song
Book. We like the new songs very much.

Our ministers are now kept quite busy, as they

have opened several new mission points. The first

Sunday of December brethren O. Ogden and O. W.
Leavell went to the County farm. On Saturday

evening they preached at the Sharon school-house.

Dec. 11, 12 and 13 Eld. Martin Replogle and Bro.

H. A. Whisler were at Omaha, Mo. Dec. 19 and 20

Eld. Replogle and Bro. O. W. Leavell were at

Drakeville, Iowa. Regular appointments were left

at all these places.

Bro. T. B. Sell is doing efficient work at Drake-

ville, distributing tracts. Bro. Sell being depot

agent, he and family have a very trying position for

an isolated family, but they are loyal to the cause,
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and keep their light shining. They had the way

splendidly opened with the tracts. If all isolated

members would thus prepare the way, our doctrine

might reach many whom it does not reach now.

There is a splendid interest at all the places. A
giv

for the Bread of Life. Oh, if <

awaken and help our ministers

that they might spend more tin

doctrinal numbers of our paper

They aroused much interest in

Last Sunday three members '

ter,—Bro. Peter and sister F01

Forney
eed of

nany are hungering

ur laity would only

n a financial way, so

e in the work! The

are all distributed.

/ere received by let-

ney, and son. Bro.

:hurch stands great-

ive gladly welcome

Chri we held our regular prayei

he Pearl of Great Price."

1 Christmas Day, and also c

Weal-ing. Subject

so had servic<

Year's night.

It was like receiving the news of the death of a

loved friend, to learn that our Missionary Visitor has

been discontinued, We enjoyed it very much. Our

Messenger agent is doing a good work, as she has

received eighteen subscribers for our church paper.

Some of them are not members. Let our agents

work hard! We feel that there is a great work for

them to do. Myrta Leavell,

Unionvilie, Iowa, Dec. 2Q.

From Frederick, Md.

" The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are

few." Yesterday we were made to feel the impor-

tance of this Scripture, having three appointments

to fill in one day. Our hearts yearned for the help

of some of our brethren whose turn to preach comes

but once every four or six weeks.

The most impressive, and also the most enjoyable

appointment to us was at our County Almshouse,

where we have been holding meetings frequently.

To some it might not be, but Jesus says to John
that the poor have the Gospel preached to them.

Truly the inmates of the Almshouse are to be pit-

ied. Many have no intellect and no spirit, but

when those hearty handshakes are given us, and so

many tell us, " Come again," our eyes overflow in

sympathy.

Our services are composed of more singing than

talking. We have one old sister there yet, and we
had prayer with her in the sick-ward. She longs to

go home and be with Jesus. We sang the beautiful

hymn, " A Thousand Years with Jesus." Though
she is exceedingly weak, she could not refrain from
clapping her hands.

I am sometimes made to think there will be wit-

nesses against us where we least expect. Think of

the poor, brethren, lest we be condemned for our
neglect! P. D. Fahrney.

Jan. 4.

From Eglon, W. Va.

Bro. George S. Arnold, of Burlington, W. Va.,

commenced a series of meetings at this place Dec.
12, and closed the 23rd, with seven accessions by
confession and baptism. On the evening of the
15th, after preaching, our young minister and dea-

. cons were installed. At some of the meetings we
were favored with the presence of brethren lames
Beechly and Arthur W. Arnold.

We had a glorious meeting. Three of those bap-
tized were heads of families, and had been members
of other churches. Bro. Arnold preached each
night and twice each Sunday. He also made many
calls during the day. On Dec. 25 Bro. Tobias S.

Fike, who, with his family, had returned from Illi-

nois to his old home again, began a series of meet-
ings at the Brookside church and closed Dec. 29.
Bro. Fike having contracted a bad cold, he was not
able to preach longer. Bro. A. W. Arnold preached
twice on Sunday. There were no additions.

In this congregation, during the past year, there
were ihirty baptized; four reclaimed, and eleven re-
ceived by letter. Eleven persons have not handed
in their letters. We lost two by death, and eleven
that left the church. Rachel WeIMBK,

The Brethren's Bible Schools of Northeastern Ohio.

n the Sandy church, near

1 Co., Ohio, on the C. & P.

ia P., Ft. W. & C. R. R.

All will be met at Home-
. B. F. Roose, Homeworth,

These schools will be held at the following

places and dates:

From Feb. I to 10,

Homeworth, Columbia

R. R. Those coming
change cars at Allianci

worth, by informing B:

Ohio.

From Feb. 11 to 20, in the Mohican church,

Wayne Co., Ohio. Those coming via P., Ft. W. &
C. R. R. should stop at Wooster, or via N. Y., P. &
O., at West Salem, or via B. & O., at Overton. All

will be met at the above stations by addressing

Bro. J. W. Budd, Lattasburg, Ohio.

Abraham Horst, Sec. of Com.
Ballon, OhioJan. 8.

Notes from Manassas, Va.

-No 5 Bro. Albert Hollinger, of Washington,
D. C, commenced a two-weeks' series of meetings
in the Cannon Branch meetinghouse. A number of

his first sermons were directed to the members, im-
pressing upon them the fact that simply being a

member of the church will save no one. By his

efforts the members were much built up and thir-

teen dear souls were made willing to put on Christ

in Christian baptism. One is a grandmother of

fifty, one a young brother whose wife was a mem-
ber, two are a young brother and his wife, and the

others are young Sunday school scholars, whose
ages range from ten to twenty. Six of these belong
to the Nokesville congregation.

—As we are comparatively close to Washington,
Bro. Hollinger made frequent trips to the city dur-

ing the two weeks, attending to his Sunday services

and to other business. He also visited nearly all

our members, while with us, as well as some others.

—Our Thanksgiving meeting occurred during
these meetings, but as Bro. Hollinger could not be
with us, the home ministers improved the occasion.

At the close of the meeting a collection was taken
for the General Mission Fund, and nearly five dol-

lars was contributed.

—Our preparatory meeting took place Nov. 21,

at 1 P. M. Considerable business was transacted.

One brother, a minister in the first degree, was re-

ceived by letter. His wife is also a member, but
was not present at the time.

—Our love feast took place No". 28, commenc-
ing at 3 P. M. The beautiful weather we enjoyed,
all through our meetings, was now changed to rain.

It rained all afternoon, all night, and nearly all

next day. In consequence of this some members
and many friends were not able to be in attendance,
but we had one of the best and quietest feasts I

ever attended. One hundred and eleven surround-
ed the table of the Lord and were richly fed by
Bro. Hollinger, Eld. Holsinger, and others. The
meeting closed at an early hour, so that Bro. Hol-
linger could go to the city that same night.

— It is our custom to hold public services on
Christmas. In accordance with this custom we had
a pleasant meeting on that day. We think this is

better than to spend the whole day visiting and
feasting.

—For several years we have kept up our Sunday
school nine months in the year. On the last Sun-
day in December we closed the present term.
This does not seem the proper thing to do, and if

all the members would take a part in this grand
work, it would not be any trouble to have an ever-
green school. We hope that the time will soon
come when we shall have a school all the year.
—Our little church raised about 830 for the

Washington meetinghouse and lot.

—Jan. 2 we met in quarterly council. There was
a rather small attendance. A number of members
from the Nokesville congregation were present.
Among other business was the appointment of so-
licitors and a sexton. Seven letters were given to
members moving into the adjoining congregation,
among them one of our ministers.

—During the past year we received twelve by
baptism and seven by letter, and granted ten let-

ters; two of these are, however, to two young breth-

ren attending college, and who did not leave us

permanently. When our church was organized,

July 31, 1895, we had forty-five members. Now we
have sixty-seven, including three ministers.

—I cannot close these notes without referring

to our beautiful fall and winter. With the excep-
tion of two little snow-storms we have had excep-

tionally favorable weather. At present it seems
more like spring than winter. Our roads are like

they are in summer. We have now been here over

four years, and we have found this a good place to

live. The climate is considered healthful, society

is good, schools and churches are abundant, and
almost anything that suits the latitude can be

raised successfully. We are only one hour from
Washington, D. C, having access to one of the best

railroads in the country (the Southern). We in-

vite homeseekers to come this way, as land can still

be had at reasonable prices. J. E. Blough.
Manassas, Va., Jan. 5.

From Hawthorn, Fla.

1 which

fields

Bro. C. D. Hylton, assisted by Bro. Lahman,
commenced a protracted meeting at the Pine Grove
church, two miles north of Hawthorn, on the even-
ing of Dec. 16, and continued each evening until

the end of the year. Six were added to the church,
five of whom ranged in age from nine to twelve

years. O how our hearts did rejoice to see these

dear little Iambs come into the tender Shepherd's
fold on Christmas Day!

Jan. I we held our church-meeting, i

dear Bro. Neher tendered his resignatioi

seer of the Keuka church, to go to othe
labor. The church granted his request, and accept-

ed Bro. C. D. Hylton as our elder.

Jan. s we received one member by baptism, who
lingered outside until the eleventh hour. We again

returned to the churchhouse, where the church
held an election for a minister and a deacon, which
resulted in choosing the writer to the ministry and
Bro. J. D. Teeter to the office of deacon. They
were duly installed, after which thirty-eight of the
Lord's children surrounded the Lord's tables, to

feast on heavenly things. On Sunday Bro. Neher,
who so faithfully labored with the Keuka church
for twelve years, preached his farewell sermon from
2 Cor. 13; 11. We regretted giving the parting
hand to our dear brother and his family.

D. E. Stover.
Jan. 4.

Notes x from » our x Correspondents.

Ephrata, Pa.—Bro. Henry Hollinger, of Fontana,
Pa., came to us Dec. 19, and stayed till Jan. 4,

preaching every evening for fifteen evenings, to
large congregations. We trust the seed was not
sown in vain.—/. R. Royerjan. 5.

Bannerville, Pa.—Bro. J. M. Mohler, of Lewis-
town, Pa., who has been laboring in the mission in

the Western States the greater part of 1896, favored
us with a series of meetings from Dec. 28 to Jan.

5,—eleven meetings in all. Four dear souls united
with the church, and much good seed has been
sown.—/. B. Shclhnherger, Jan. 7.

Harlan Church, Iowa.—We met in council Jan.

2. Our elder, Bro. John Diehl, was with us. Ev-
erything passed off harmoniously. We had a three
weeks' series of meetings in December. Bro. H. R.
Taylor, of Deep River, Iowa, did the preaching.
We expect Bro. R. A. Yoder, of Kansas, to be here
next Saturday, to hold some meetings.

—

Nancy J.
Miller, Jan. s.

Ohiques Church, Pa.—We have received by bap-
tism, since Jan. I, 1896, twenty-one members; by
letter, nine; reclaimed, one; lost by death, sixteen;

by letter, fourteen; disowned, one. This leaves us

just where we started last year, in numbers.
Among those that died were two ministers. We
hope our loss is their eternal gain.

—

Henry S. Zug.
Mastersonville, Pa., Jan. 4.
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Naperville Chnrch, 111.—Bro. Aaron Sollenberge

came to us Dec. 19, and conducted a very interest-

ing series of meetings. He preached twenty ser-

mons, which were much appreciated by all. One

was added to the laid— Sarah Barkdoll.

Oakley, 111.—This church met in regular quarter-

ly council Dec. 31. All business that came before

the meeting was disposed of in a pleasant way
Five letters of membership were given Our Sun-

day school was re-organized by electing Bro. W. T,

Heckman, Superintendent. Arrangements were

made to hold a series of meetings early the coming

fall.—D.J. Blickenstafl.Jan, 4.

Middletown, Ind.—At our appointments yester-

day, Bro. H. L. Fadely did the preaching morning

and evening. His subject in the morning
" Looking unto Jesus, the Author and Finishe

our Faith." In the evening his text was, "

Master is come and calleth for thee." We shall

have preaching hereafter on the first and third Sun-

day of each month.

—

Floiida J. E. Green, Jan. 4.

Panther Creek Church, 111.— Nov. 27 Bro. M. M.
Eshelman, of California, came to us and began a

series of meetings, which continued until Dec. 13.

During these meetings we had a Bible Normal ses-

sion for one hour each afternoon, which was both
interesting and instructive. We have learned much
pertaining to Christ's life while here on earth. We
feel that these meetings have done us much good.
One dear soul gave her heart to the Lord.—/./.
Smith, Roanoke, III., Jan. 3.

Meyersdale, Pa.—We met in council Jan. 1.

Kverything passed off nicely. Part of the business

was to properly appropriate S36.73, donated
Thanksgiving Day, and S14.43 in the contribution

box. We decided to send two-thirds to the Gen-
eral Mission and one-third to the Home Mission.
Our Sunday school still keeps up with a good in-

terest, and our meetings are well attended. Our
elder, C. G. Lint, who had an attack of lung fever,

is improving at present.—/. C Johnson, Jan. 5.

St. Vrain Church, Colo.—This church met in

quarterly council Jan. 2, and endeavored to transact
the business that came before it in a spirit of love.

This church has been passing through some pain-
ful trials during the past year, but we are praying
that these trials may be as a refiner's fire, burning
out all the dross. We trust that all clouds may
soon be lifted, and that we may begin to do ag-
gressive work for God, and save souls for the king-
dom.

—

A. C. Snowberger, Longmont, Colo , Jan. 5.

Yellow River Chnrch, Ind.—On Monday, Dec.
14, Bro. J. V. Felthouse, of Elkhart, Ind., began a
series of meetings at this place, continuing until

Jan. 5. He preached, in all, thirty interesting ser-

mons. Six dear souls decided to forsake sin and
were baptized. On Sunday, Dec. 13, Bro. Frank
Fisher, of Mexico, Ind

, came to us and preached a
very interesting sermon that day. He was also
with us in the evening. Since our last report two
were received by letter.—Alice Yoder, Bombon, Ind.,
Jan. 6.

Palling Spring Church, Pa.—Bro. Orville V.
Long, of Abbottstown, Adams Co., Pa., came to us
Dec. 21, and remained until Jan. 3. He preached,
m all, seventeen heart-searching and soul-inspiring
discourses, which made sinners tremble and saints
rejoice. Nine were baptized and one. reclaimed,
who had been away from the fold for a number of
years. All are heads of families, save one young
sister. Their ages range from eighteen to sixty.
The meeting was held at the Shady Grove house —
Wm. C. Koontz, Shady Grove, Pa.

Burroak, Kans —Bro. Gilbert and wife, of Belle-
ville, are now with us. We have been enjoying a
series of sermons from Bro. Gilbert, on the subject
of the "Creation of the Earth." The series was
finished this evening, with a sermon on the "Crea-
tion of Man." Each service was preceded by a half-
hour song-service, which was very enjoyable. Bro.
Gilbert will continue the meetings over Sunday, at
which time Bro. Jarboe is expected to be with us,
to begin a series of meetings, assisted by the home
mimstty.-EmmaJ, Modlin, Dec. 30,

Mansfield, 111.—The Blue Ridge church, Piatt

Co., 111., met in quarterly council Jan. 3. The b
ness was transacted in love and union. We
organized our Sunday school with Bro. S. P. Knupp
as Superintendent. The Lord willing, we expect
Bro. M. Flory to begin meetings in the Mansfield
church Jan. g.

—

Bemice Ashmore.Jan. 4.

Blue River Church, Ind.—At our meeting on
Thanksgiving Day we took up a collection for the
Washington churchhouse, amounting to S10. Dec.
5 we held our last quarterly council for 1895, Con-
siderable business came before the meeting. We
intend to hold a series of meetings in the near fu-

ture, to be conducted by Bro. Daniel Wysong, of
Nappanee, Ind.—Levi Zumbrun, Wolfe Lake, Ind.,

Jan. 5.

Montgomery, Pa.—Bro. Brice Sell, of Newry,
Blair Co., Pa., came to the Montgomery congrega-
tion Jan. 2, and began a series of meetings on the
subject of " Degenerate." Bro. Sell is handling the
subject with marked ability. His efforts will, we
think, result in much good. Eld. J. C. Johnson, of

Uniontown, Pa., is expected to be with us in Feb-
ruary, to finish some of the work begun here last

summer.-* H. Spicher, Ord, Pa., Jan. 5.

Hoaglin, Ohio.—We closed our meetings at the
Lichty schoolhouse on the evening of Dec. 28, with
five accessions. One person who claimed to be a

man of God (?) came into the neighborhood and
visited all those who had applied for membership,
and told them that there was no need of being bap-
tized. He persuaded one out of the six applicants

not to be baptized, yet in my presence he would
talk in favor of baptism. Such a course certainly

is deceptive. We supplied those young members
with a prayer meeting.—Jacob Heisland, Jan. 6.

North Beatrice Church, Nebr.—Dec. 19 Bro. D.

L. Miller came to the North Beatrice church. He
gave us four of his most interesting Bible Land
talks to well-filled houses. Many who never seemed
much concerned about Bible study before, became
much interested. We wish more of our Eastern
Brethren could see the need of helping to build up
the work in the West. Last Sunday we re-organized

our Sunday school. Our school is growing in num-
ber and interest. One young man was baptized

last Sunday.

—

M. L. Sollenberger, Beatrice, Ncbr.,

Jan. I.

Camp Creek Church, 111.—We are glad to report

a short series of meetings, conducted by Bro. Gran-

ville Nevinger, of Fayette County, 111. Bro. Nev-
inger preached fourteen discourses, in all. In a

special sermon on " Secret Societies," he gave the

reasons why we do not admit any one to our mem-
bership who belongs to a secret organization, unless

he promises to withdraw from such societies. This

sermon, as well as all his discourses, was well re-

ceived. We had the pleasure of seeing five young
souls added to the church by baptism.

—

S. S. Hum-
mer, Colchester, III., Jan. 4,

Greenwood Church, Mo.—Bro. Lemuel Hillery

and family came to us Nov. 21. He preached

fifteen sermons for us; then went to Cabool and
preached fourteen sermons. He also delivered

four sermons at Mountain Grove. Although there

were no accessions to the church, we feel that no

series of meetings, ever held here, was productive

of more good. We all gained much knowledge of

Bible truths. It was, to the Brethren, a Bible term

of instruction, and has set many others to searching

the Scriptures to see if these things arc so.—5. M.
Stevens, Cabool, Mo., Jan. 2.

Lanark, 111.—The church at this place is moving
along pleasantly. At our quarterly council, Jan. 7,

one member that had wandered from the fold was

restored to fellowship. One was baptized recently.

We are now impressed, more than ever, with the

importance of every disciple being a worker. Spir-

itual tramps and loafers are very unprofitable to

the cause of Christianity. If the church depended

upon the work done by such persons, it would soon

sink into the grave of oblivion and our posterity be

consigned to heathendom. Let us all wake up,

brethren!—/. Bennett Trout, Jan. 11,

Markleysburg, Pa.—We just closed an interest-
ing series of meetings at the New Union church,
within the bounds of the above-named congrega-
tion. Eleven precious souls were buried with
Christ in baptism. As Bro. Barnthouse, the ad-
ministrator, was but ten minutes performing the
solemn rite, it may readily be seen how three thou-
sand could be baptized by triune immersion on the
Day of Pentecost. Jan. 1 we had our council,
which was an unusually enjoyable one to all pres-
ent. April next we expect to elect several deacons
and a minister.—M.J. Wilier, Jan, 2.

Bear Creek Church, Ohio.—We met in quarterly
council Dec. 2. We had a good meeting. Christ-
mas was set apart as the day on which to collect
funds for our Home Mission Fund. On the evening
of Dec. 13, Bro. A. G. Crosswhite, of Gratis, Ohio, be-
gan a series of meetings for us, and continued until
Thursday evening, Dec. 31. We had a very good
meeting, attentive listeners, and perfect order every
night. Bro. Crosswhite did not only preach at the
churchhouse. but had three short services with sick
members who could not attend our regular meet-
ings. While we had no accessions, yet some were
seriously impressed.— losiah Eby.Jan.j.

McPheraon, Kans.—Yesterday the McPherson
church met in quarterly council. Eld. Michael
Keller, from the East McPherson church, was pres-
ent to assist in the election of a minister. The
choice fell upon our dear young brother, George
Kuns, whose faith and piety are well worthy the
emulation of older brethren and sisters. All the
business of the church was adjusted in love and
union. Our series of meetings, for which work
Bro. J. J. Yoder, of Monitor, Kans., has been select-

ed, will begin next Sunday. Preparatory to that

important work, we are meeting for prayer and ex-
hortation each evening this week.— C. E. Arnold,

Jan. 5.

Pleasant Prairie Chinch, Iowa.—We met in

quarterly council Jan. 2, 1897. All the business

was disposed of in a pleasant manner. Not an un-
kind word was spoken during the entire meeting.
It was a meeting that will long be remembered for

the wholesome instruction given by our elder, D. A.
Miller, and others. In reviewing the work of the
church during the year 1896, we find that there

were twenty accessions by baptism, two by letter,

and eight letters granted. We held one series of

meetings. Two ministers and one deacon were
elected. Fifteen dollars was sent to the home mis-
sion. A flourishing Sunday school has been sus-

tained throughout the year.—C. H. Maust, Slruble,

Iowa, Jan. 2.

Barron Church, Wis,—This church has just

closed a glorious series of meetings, conducted by
Bro. C. P. Rowland, of Lanark, 111. He com-
menced meetings on the evening of Dec. 12, and
closed Dec. 31, preaching, in all, twenty-four ser-

mons. He did not fail to properly present the true

Gospel. Saints were built up and sinners brought
to see their true condition. There has been a great

deal of searching of the Scriptures. We held our
quarterly council Dec. 26. All business before the

meeting was disposed of in a Christian-like spirit,

was added to the church by baptism, five by
letter and one reclaimed. Our brother goes from
here to labor in the Irvin Creek church.

—

Malinda
Williams, Barron, Wis., Jan. 3.

Logan Church, Ohio— Bro. D. S. Filbrum came
to this church Dec. 15, and labored with great ear-

nestness until the evening of Jan. 3, preaching

thirty-three sermons. Eight dear ones came out on
Lord's side,—mostly young in years, but faith-

Sunday school scholars. Our meetings were
made far more interesting by a half hour's song

ice each evening before preaching, conducted

by Bro. Samuel Chrowl, who freely lent his time

d talent to make this part of our meeting a suc-

ss. Our Sunday school, this year, is evergreen,

—

e first time. The District Meeting for North-

western Ohio will be held in our church next

pring. Sister Addie Kaylor, of the City Mission,

Fostoria, spent several days with us during our late

meetings.—/d/m R. Snyder, Belle/ouUune, Ohio, Jan. 5,
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Iowa River Church, Iowa. — Eld.

James Thomas, of Prairie City, came to

us Dec. 24 and gave us eight impres-

sive sermons. Though none were

made willing to accept Christ, we hope

for good results.—Ellen Nicholson, Rock-

ton, Iowa, Jan. 1.

Lima, Ohio.— I am now engaged in a

series of meetings in this city. I com-

menced last Tuesday night. The in-

terest seems good. One precious soul

accepted Christ. Others are near the

kingdom. I cannot tell how long I

shall continue.—0. C.Ellis, River, Ind.,

Jan. 5.

Summit Church, Va.—Sunday night,

Dec. 2;, closed a very interesting series

of meetings. Bro. H. C. Early came

to us on the evening of the 13th, and

preached fifteen soul-cheering sermons.

May it be as seed sown on good

ground, and bring much fruit to per-

fection!— 5. E. Miller, Stonewall, Va.,

Dec. jo.

Sawyer, Kans.—The members of the

Bethel church met in quarterly council

Dec. 12. Everything passed off pleas-

antly. Bro. J. H. Shamberger was ad-

vanced to the second degree of the

ministry and properly installed by Eld.

E. Eby. May God's richest blessings

attend him and his wife in this impor-

tant work!—/. H. Miller, Dec. 24.

Laporte City, Iowa.—Our meeting-

house, about four and a quarter miles

north-east of Laporte City, was burned

last Saturday night. It is supposed to

have been the act of some evil-minded

person. Bro. J. G. Royer did some ex-

cellent preaching in that house soon

after it came into the hands of the

Brethren. We are without a meeting-

house now, and have but few members.

—D. B. Teeter, Jan. 1.

Woodbury Church, Pa.—Nov. 21 we
held our quarterly council. Brethren

Emmanuel Guyer and David l'ote were

elected to the office of deacon. The
installation took place Dec. 27. Yes-

terday evening, Jan. 2, we began a

series of meetings at the Replogle

meetinghouse. Bro. John Bennet, of

Artemas, l'a., is doing the preaching

May his labors be crowned with suc-

cess!—/. C. Stayer, Jan. j.

Farnhamville, Iowa. — Eld. S. M.
Miller, of Waterloo, Iowa, came to us

Dec. 25, and p-eached each evening till

the 29th. We hope lasting impressions

were made. To become better ac-

quainted, Bro. Miller visited from
house to house among the members
during the day. We held our quarter-

ly council Dec. 28. All business was
disposed of pleasantly. We decided
to resume our social prayer meetin;
—Martha Ikcnberry, Dec.ji.

North Poplar Ridge Church, Ohio
The church met in quarterly council

this place Dec. 5. Considerable bi
ness was transacted. Bro. John Flory
was forwarded to the second degri

the ministry. We also began a s

of meetings on the night of the 5th,

conducted mostly by Bro. Perry Mc-
Kimmey, of Metamora, Ohio. Our
meetings closed Dec. 27. Bro, G. W.
Sellers, of Bryan, Ohio, assisted in the
work most of the time. Thirteen were
baptized and three reclaimed. Others
were almost persuaded. — Sarah M.
Hornish, Domerville, Ohio.

Union Bridge, Md.— 1 just returned

3m a very pleasant series of services

th the Brethren ot the Hatfield con-

gregation, Pa. (F. P. Cassel, elder).

The first services in their new house in

Lansdale were held Dec. 20, and were

ivcd by services each evening un-

til Dec. 30. We had very attentive au-

;es and good meetings. — E. W.

Sforter, Dec. ji.

Grundy County Church, Iowa.—The
embers of the above-named church

began a series of meetings Dec. 5, and

continued for about three weeks. The

best of order prevailed during these

meetings, and an increasing interest

nanifest, when Bro. G .rver had to

There were no accessions to

the church, yet we must say that Bro.

Garver did his part of the work well.

—

Alda E. Albright, Eldora, Iowa, Jan 4.

Labette Church, Kans.—Bro. Joseph

Glick commenced preaching Dec. 6,

d continued until Dec. 27, with good

attendance and attention. Eleven dear

uls gave their hearts to God and

:re baptized. Two who had wan-

Ted away returned to the fold. Our
little church was much revived and

built up in the Master's cause, and

s were almost persuaded. Bro.

Glick went Irom here to the Parsons

;h. — N. Tropp, Altamo*t, Kans
,

Dec. si.

Harlan Church, Iowa.—Bro. H. R.

Taylor commenced a series of meetings

n the Harlan congregation Nov. 14,

md continued until the evening of

Dec. 6. By the use of his map, in con-

nection with his preaching, object les-

were produced that could not

have been made so impressive other-

With his illustrated chart he

gave us three missionary sermons, that

made good impressions. The meet-

js were interesting throughout, and
11 attended. We are expecting Bro.

A. Yoder to commence another se-

s of meetings with us Jan. 9 —N. C.

Hiatt, Harlan, Iowa, Dec. 28.

Pimple Hill Church, Va.— Bro. S. A.

Sanger came to us Nov. 22, and deliv-

in all, thirteen sermons. Four
precious souls were added to our little

band by baptism, and since then one,

who had wandered away from the fold,

: back again. The meetings were

well attended, and an unusual interest

nanifested. The brethren and si

ters from the Evergreen church can

and helped us very much in tl

song service. Our little church h

passed through some very dark days,

but we believe the dark clouds ;

passing away and a brighter day
dawning —James F. Jollett, Smithland,

Va.

Lavansville, Pa.—Yesterday,—Sun-
day evening,—was the close of our se-

ries of meetings at the Kimmel church,

beginning on Sunday evening. Nov. 29.

The preaching was done by Bro. R. T.

Hull,—our home minister. We were
richly fed with solid Bible truths. Oui
brother labored earnestly with the

church and the church with him. We
believe many were deeply impressed.
We know that the seed sown will pro-

duce a copious harvest in the future.

We had good attendance throughout
the meetings, and the best of order.

Bro. Hull deserves much credit for his

efforts in the upbuilding of the Mas-
ter's cause.— G. M. Dickey, Jan. 4.

Camp Creek Church, Ind.—Bi

Miller, of the Union Center ch

Ind., came to us Dec. 12, to hold

of meetings. He preached, i

twenty two sermons, and did not

to rightly declare the counsel of

dear souls were baptized,

felt the Spirit moving

them, but resisted. We hope that

ill come yet! -/. W. Shively,Jan. 4.

Sterling, 111.-The Sterling church

held its quarterly council Jan. 1. Con-

;s came before the

meeting, and was disposed of harmoni-

ly. The church reorganized its

Sunday school for the year, placing

young members in most of the offices,

which, we trust, will be a means of

naking them all more efficient work-

:rs in the Master's vineyard. Bro.

^ranklin Myers, of Mt. Carroll, 111., is

o conduct a series of meetings for us

n February.— P, R. Keltner.

Jonathan Creek Church, Ohio.—To
this church the year 1896 has not been

perous as some former years.

We lost one of our large churchhouses,

hit h had to be rebuilt at a cost of

S600. The new house is 30x44 feet in

ize, painted and slate-roofed. It is

ot as large as the old one. During

896 three were baptized, one was re-

eived by letter, one letter was grant-

d, one member was lost by death, and

ne reclaimed. We number only two
lore than we did in 1895.—Jacob Leck-

me,Jan. S .

Logan Church, Ohio.—We closed an

iteresting series of meetings with

ight accessions. Bro. David Filbrum

ame to us and preached, in all, thirty

ermons. We feel that the Lord has,

through him, wrought a great work in

the Logan church, not only in bringing

Is to Christ, but in encouraging the

mbers in living lives of holiness.

Our hearts were made to rejoice to see

ir children coming to Christ, Six

;re Sunday school scholars, their ages

nging from eleven to fourteen years

J:fie Snyder, Bellefontainc , Ohio, Jan 4.

Holmesville, Nebr.—The State Sun-

day School Meeting of Nebraska,

h met in Holmesville, Nebr., Dec.

30, 1(896, recommends to all the Breth-

ren's Sunday schools the use of the

Brethren's literature. Our quar

are up to a high standard, and th

ments are valuable helps to the

ars. Our Children at Work and the

You*-g Disciple justly deserve their t

Lordsburg, Cal.—While doing

sionary work in Whittier, Cal., I

tracts at the Reform School. I hope

they will not only help to reform the

boys, but be the means of converting

: of them.

—

C. S. Holsinger, Dec. 2q.

The Cosmopolitan for January contains an

tide concerning "German Students and
their Absurd Duels," that is well worth a care-

ful reading. It shows to what an absurd ex-

nt dueling is carried on in some of the

hools of Germany. The number contains

her well-prepared papeis, but we were par-

:ularly impressed with this one. Published

at New York.

The Treasury of Religious Thought for Jan-

uary is full of good reading matter from begin-

ning to end. The sermons, and outlines of ser-

, in this journal, are always interesting,

and the present issue seems to be, in every re-

spect, as good as the best. E. B. Treat, Pub-

lisher, New York.

ties. The Book"
adapted to Sunday school work. Ou
patronage means mission funds, sinci

the Publishing House belongs to th*

church.—J. S. Dell, Sc.

South Beatrice Church, Nebr.—Wi
met in quarterly council Dec. 19. Our
elder not being able to attend, Bro.

Shick took charge of the meeting,

Among the business transacted was the

electing of our Sunday school officers

for the coming year. Bro. Perry Over-

leece was again elected Superintend-

ent. Five letters were handed in

Brethren D. L. Miller and C. Hope
were with us and gave us some g
counsel. Bro. Miller also gave

some good " Bible Land Talks,"

preached several sermons. We also

had a very good Sunday school meet-

ing, which was interesting. On the

whole we had a good year.

—

Lydia Dell,

\Hamilton
t
Nebr.

left

nary Mi-.

-^OUR x BOOK x TABLED

Frank Leslie's Popular Monthly, 42-44 Bund
reet, New York, for November last should

ive been noticed before this. The tenth pa-

per of the Gen. Robert E. Lee series is, in our

ation, the best that has yet appeared. It

relates almost principally to Mrs. Lee during

ue war, and shows up a side of history that is

xceedingly touching to read. No one can
ead this exceedingly interesting chapter with-

ut being profoundly impressed. While it is

ad to contemplate war, still it is gratifying to

find in women some nf the noble qualities here-

; forth.

-MATR1MONIAL-

EMMERT-SHEAFFER.-At the bride's

une, near Adel, Iowa, Dec. 31, 1896, D. E.

Bruhaker officiating, Mr. Oliver Emmert and
ster Mamie Sheaffer.

SMITH—GISH.—At the home of the bride's

parents, Juniata, Nebr., Dec. 20, 1896, by the

undersigned, Charles L. Snvth and Bertie L.

Gish. N. B. Nelsok.

KUNS-HORD.—In the Glcndale church,

Glendale, Ariz., Dec. 27, 1896. by Bro. C. E.
Gillett, friend George W. Runs, of Glendale,

Ariz., and Miss Addie Hord, of Clinton, Henry
Co., Mo. Walter Swihart.

JOHNS—BESS.— In the Conestoga church,

Lancaster Co., Pa., at the home of the bride,

by the undersigned, Bro. Christian M. Johns

and sister Anna M. Bess.

Jacob K. Pfautz.

JACOBS -UTZ.—At the home of the bride's

parents, Bro. R. O. Utz, near Brightwood, Mad-
ison Co., Va., Dec. 27, 1896, by the undersigned,

Mr. Wm. J. Jacobs and Miss Laura Utz, both
nf the Above-named place.

Andrew Chambers.

FALLEN t ASLEEP . .

.

SHUSS.-In the Walnut Valley church, at

Heizer, Kans., Dec. 24, 1896, of membranous
croup, Bertha, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jacob
Shuss, aged 1 year, 10 months and 7 days. Fu-
neral services by Bro. J. J. Filbrun, from Luke
17: 16, 17- Lydia Wbimert.

BRANDT.—Near Heizer, Kans., Dec. 24,

1896, Mary, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Wm.
Brandt, aged 17 years, 9 months and 10 days.

She was laid lo rest in the Everett cemetery.

A few remarks at the grave were made by Bro.

J. J. Filbrun, from Ps. 103: 15.

Lydia Wejmert.

METZGAR.—Near Hooversville, Pa., in the

Quemahoning church, Dec. 26, 1896, Bro. Geo.

Metzgar, aged 61 years and 9 days. Funeral

services in the Lutheran church at Stoystown,

by Bro. J. Frank Diet* and E. J. Bloughr

P. J, BLOUGH,



January iG, 1897. THE GOSPEL ^TESSEnSTO-Eie-.

KURTZ— In ihe Silver Creek church, Oh

Nov. 23, Bro. George Kurtz, aged 79 years,

months and 4 days. He has stood the burden

and heat of the day. His wife had gone ovei

the river some years ago. A. A. Throne.

MICHAEL.—In the Middle Fork church

Clinton C<>„ Inch, Dec. 27, 1896, sister Caroline,

widow of Bro. Samuel Michael, aged 63 years

and 8 days. She leaves several children. Fu-

deral services by Eld. Solomon Blickenstaff,

from Rev. 14: >3- John E- Metzger.

FRYMOYER—In the bounds* of the Lost

Creek congregation, near East Salem, Juniata

Co., Pa., Dec. 22, 1896, Tillie Catharine, daugh-

ter of Bro. Cochran C. and sister Mary L. Fry-

mover, aged 10 years, 9 months and 11 days.

She was taught to pray from infancy. When
she had said her last prayer, just before the

spirit took its flight, she sang the chorus, "I

want to go there, too." She bore her suffering

with patience. Funeral services by Bro. Solo-

mon W. Kauffman and the writer, from 2 Sam,

12: 19. C. G. WlNEY.

GANTT.—In the bounds of the Blue Creek

church, Paulding Co., Ohio, Dec. 24, 1896, of

membranous croup, Leo Mary, daughter of

Charley and Hettie Gantt, aged 9 years, 4

months and 2 days. She leaves a kind father

and mother, three sisters and one brother.

Funeral services by the writer from Jer. 22: 10.

i Ha

GANTT.— In the bounds of the Blue Creek
church, Paulding Co., Ohio, Aug. 5, 1896, of

cholera infantum, Samuel, infant son of Char-

ley and Hettie Gantt, aged 5 months and 9
days. Funeral services by the writer, from 2

Kings 4: 26, James Harp.

LEAK.—In the Eel River church, Ind., Dec.

19, 1896, Cora Florence, daughter of friend Al-

vin and Lydia Leak, aged 9 months and 2

days. Funeral services by Bro. W. R. Deeter
and the writer. Samuel Leckrone.

HORN.— In the bounds of the Poudre Val-
ley church, Colo., Dec. 16, 1896, of a complica-

tion of diseases, Bro. Thomas Horn. He was
born July 22, 1824, in Brichington, Kent. Eng-
land. Oct. 12,

to Elizabeth R. Marsh, who still •

December, 1854. they landed ir

City. Four children were born to

whom preceded t

shiir

New York

from the words, "It

1 to the spirit world. Fu-
neral services from Ps. 103: 15-19; 1 Cor. 15,

4^-58. D. A. Chambers.

CRIST.— In the Maple Grove church, John-
son Co., Kans., Dec. 30, 1896, Levi E., son of
I. H. and Sarah Crist, aged 7 years, 4 months
and 9 days. Ten days before his death be

1 from which blood poi:

vices by Eld. G. E. Wi
is well with the child."

Ida Crisi

FUNK.—In the Sugar Ridge church, Ohio,
Bro. David Funk, aged 85 years, 1 month and
11 days. He was a consistent member of the
Brethren church for over twenty years, serving
in the oltice of deacon about fifteen years. Fu-
neral services by the writer, assisted by Bro.
David Lytle. Text, Job 5: 26.

E. H. ROSENBERGER.

CHROWL.—Near Overbrook, in the bounds
of the Washington Creek church, Douglas Co.

and a number of brothers and sisters. Sister
mma was a devoted member of the Method-
t church from her youth until about two years

ago, when she, with her husband, united with
the Brethren church. A few hours before she
lied she called for the elders and desired to be
mouited, but before the brethren got there her
pint had taken its flight. Funeral discoursem the Appanoose church by brethren J. L.
' rand John Sherfey, from John ri: 25, 26.

:mains were then quietly laid away in

• ADVERTISEMENTS <

Cincinnati Flyer.

Motion Route and C. H. & D.

Farm and Mill for Sale.

Baltimore City Church.

James T. Quinlan.

Shipping and Commission Merchant

305 S, Charles St.. Baltimore, Md,

ter. Eggs, Poultry, Game and Fruits, Special-

ly, thert the

ST. KlNZIE.

GARBER.-In the Middle River church,
a" Uec - 30, 1896, Bro. Samuel

J. Garber aged
72 years, 8 months and 25 days. He was amember of the Brethren church for a number
of years, and was looked upon as being a good
counselor. He also served the church in the
deacons office. He leaves a widow. Funeral

cZTL'vlT
D

"
C

-
Fl0ry and ^.J.M.Ihavethe "AppendhClme, from Ph.lpp. ,: «.

J. p. Miller. I only aS cents Add,

Our Publications.

Children at Work.—Weekly; well-illustra-

ted; contains the Sunday school lesson, with
explanation, etc., adapted to the understanding
of small children. No better publication can
be found for the little boys and girls of our
Sunday schools,

The following is the list of the periodicals,
Sunday School Helps, etc.

The Gospel Messenger.—A large, religious
weekly,—published in the interest of the Breth-
ren or German Baptist church and their only
recognized church organ. Price, $1.50 per

The Young Disciple An illustrated week-
ly for the young. This is one of the most in-

teresting Sunday school papers published, and
should be used in all the schools within reach
of our people.

Single copy, per annum | So

Brethren's Family A
ily should have this Aim;
ery way. Price, per co|

terms to energetic agents

-Every fam-

Brethren's Quarterly—Prepared for all ad-

vanced classes. It contains the lesson text

and a complete explanation of the lesson

throughout. In preparing this quarterly we
keep constantly in view the needs of the
Brotherhood, and aim to fully adapt it to their

PBlei

Juvenile Quarterly.—Prepared especially

for the intermediate classes. This is one of the

neatest, and best illustrated quarterlies pub-
lished. The pictores are selected with great

care, and every lesson is illustrated. The little

folks are delighted with it.

Single subscription, per year »
coplei, per quarter

acopleiandOTtr i|t cii'

1897
Brethren's Family Almanac

Our Almanac for 1897 has been greatly en-
larged and well deserves a place in every fam-
ily. Send ten cents for a copy, or, better
yet, send .fil.no for the Gospel Messen-
ger from now to the end of 1897, and receive
the Almanac

FREE.
WWe also offer liberal inducements to

agents who are prepared to push the sale of

the Almanac. Write usl

iren's Publishing Co.,

, 111.

WWecall special attention to our unsur-
passed facilities in procuring for our readers
any book published, al especially low prices,

In ordering books always give title of book,

author and publisher,

Europe and Bible Lands.

Not all can go to foreign lands and see foi

themselves the many interesting sights pre-

sented to the observant traveler. Many have
neither time nor means to spend in that dirt

tion, and yet they would like to know son-

thing about the world at large. To such 1

recommend " Europe and Bible Land;

With those who are interested in Bible study

this work will always remain a favorit

Those who have read the ordinary book of

travel will be surprised to find "Europe and
Bible Lands" of thrilling interest for both old

and young. Those who have not yet secured a

copy of the work should embrace this opportu-

nity of securing it. Price, in fine cloth binding,

only $1.25 per copy, post-paid. To agents who
are prepared to push an active canvass of the

work, we are willing to give special induce

ments. Address this office for further particu-

Classified Minutes of Annual Meeting.

Not all the

that perfect knowledge of our principles, that

desirable. Others there are who are well

acquainted with the church as it exists, but

who would like to know something of her past

history, as regards her gradual growth and de-

velopment. In fact, all who are interested in

the welfare of the church, that is so dear to all

should have access to a complete com-
n, such as is found in the "Classified

es of Annual Meeting," with the appen-

ontaining the Minutes up to the year

We sell this work at only $1.50 for cloth

binding. Be sure to send for a copy while the

iupply is still on hand. Those who have the

old edition of the " Classified Minutes," can
" in separate binding for

only 35 cents, Address this office,

Sunday School Supplies.—We keep any
thing that is used in Sunday school work,

Write us for prices on goods not adver-

Sunday School Reward Cards.—Our stock

of cards is large and presents a va

in styles and prices so as to picas*

Please send us a trial order and be

Sorlptorf

Other Helps—We are prepared to finish
Ible Dictionaries, Commentaries, Maps, and

Bibles of every description, Always write is

before ordering elsewhere,

toilWhen ordering cards be

and price as well a

there may be no mistake

the thai

Teeter's Commentary.

You shou.d, by alt means, have the

New Testament Commentary, because,

1 It is non-sectarian,

2. It is brief and to the point.

3. No effort is made to evade the senseof a

single text, however unpopular.

4. It h Impartial in its explanation of all

texts, whether doctrinal, practical, or historical

5. It docs tint burden the reader with lengthy

speculative theories.

6. More actual knowledge may be gained in

a given time of its study, than of others, be-

cause of its close adherence to the text.

7. Its arrangement is simple, and easily

comprehended, by even the ordinarily educat-

ed.

(1) The Authorized (or

the New Testament,

(2) The Revised Versic

tiaTly fm.id on each

common) Version of

of ihe New Testa-

(3) The usual marginal references of the Au-
thorized Version following each verse.

(4) The best marginal readings of the Au-
thorized Version.

(5) The marginal readings of the Revised
Version.

(0) The explanatory notes on the text

(7) The references in the notes, (a) to other

ites, directly on the subject or in comparison

ith it; (b) to other texts, directly on the sub-

It Is a safe book to have in a family of

children, because (1) it will lead them into the

truth, and (2) keep them out of religious error.

The small price asked for it is as nothing

compared with the great gnod that may be had
from a diligent study of it by all classes of per-

(1) It will impress the unconverted to

heed the bidding of Christ, "Come unto me,"

(2) It will equip the Christian to "give a
n of the hope that is in " him. (3) It will

aid the Sunday school worker in the study of

ew Testament lesson. (4) It will furnish

linister with many subjects among the

sufficiently expanded for the ground-

of sermons, directly in line with the sense

of the place and text.

The work is in two large volumes. The
print is excellent and the binding the very

best.

Bound in cloth, per set, - - • (4 00
Bound in half leather, - - • • 4 50
Bound in morocco, . - - j 00

receipt of price the two volumes will be
irepald to any part of the United States,

Good terms to agents desiring to canvass foi

the work. Address:

Brethren's Pdblishing Co.,

Ml. Morrli, III,
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North Dakota!

SPECIAL INDUCEMENTS FOR
HOME -SEEKERS!

Free Lands, which Produce all the

Staple Crops. No Uncer-

tainty in Title !

PREE AS AIR. - Government Lund is frt

ii. nil citizens.

OOOD CROPS. That the land is go

shown by the crops produced.

NO TAXES. — Homesteads Ciiiuiot be [axe

until patent is issued.

NO STONES AND STUMPS.- Prairie land

is always ready for the plow. A crop cat

be raised on the sod plowing. No fertilize:

is needed.

THE CLIMATE.- The climate in North Da
kota gives vigor and health to man and an

niial life. The winter has no chilling, shiv

ering cold, and the summer no oppressive

sweltering heat.

THE WATER.-(;ood water is to be had it

wells from fifteen to thirty feet deep.

STOCK RAISING AND DAIRYING. - N<

cases; no sloppy, muddy ground for ani-

mals to stand in. All conditions ravoi dai-

rying. No artificial butler color needed.

OARDENINO.-Pcrsons fond of making gar.

den can gratify their taste to the fullest

MARKET TOWNS.- Along the drear. No. th

ern Railway will he found towns, with good
stores and other facilities.

SCHOOLS AND CHURCHES. No i

(ear a lack of schools and chit

North Dakota.

WHAT YOU SHOULD DO.

FARMING

LANDS

liav

-If you .

farm too

ake a good i ourself and give

your children a start, go to North Dakota
and locate in the Red River Valley, Dev-
il's Lake District, or Turtle Mountain
Country.

(100D PROOF.-During the past two or three

years many Brethren from eastern States

have located at no less than eighteen points

along the Great Northern Railway. They
sent committee* io investigate the county
before a person located. The fact that sev-

eral hundred of them have already gone lo

thai Stan- to live may be taken as proof

positive, not only of the fertility of the soil,

hut of the- salubrity of the climate, sufficien-

cy of the rainfall, and the fair conditions in

IF VOU WANT printed matter about North
Dakota, containing testimonials of peo-
ple who live there and speak from e\pe-
rlence, or information about rates, routes,

MAX ItASS,
220 South Clark St. Chicago, 111.

Farmers and Fruit Growers, Attention!

,!,„.

-IK

THE

NEFF

COW

MILKER!

Milks Four Teats at Onoe

!

THE COW MILKER CO.,

Mllford, lad,

Michigan and

Prairie Lands^ggfk
Lands will ncrcr ho cheaper thai

FREE HOMESTEADS

sit the beautiful KliNMARE and
BOWBELLS Country, near the "Des
LacB" Lakes in Ward County, opened
lor homestead entry, July 27, 189(1.
These fannini; lauds are fully equal to
those of Run,see, Towner, Rolette and
Ilnllhieau Counties. On Nor. 1st, lSlKi.
mure than KM homesteuds had been
taken near lienmare and Bon-bells.

OUR ILLUSTRATED LAND PRIMERS
*;:;„?.'

' K':'.
,

:,',*n,
,

v" :":>:;::rs;: i!:,;!i"',;;;,:™i;;

H"Lr rflHtb ii,.,., hai.i oa-|[>

competing

You Can Do So
In Poster, Wells or Eddy Counties, North Dakota

Yon Can Buy a Farm

The Land Department

Northern Pacific Railway Co.

On Ten Years' Time, one-tenth Cash dowi
Balance in ten equal Annual Pay-

ments, 6 per cent Interest.

.fl.lres.-.T. Liinitn.

)

(if, HtANK swill, ,l,'li. 1

DETROIT, Michigan.

VI KK.'li.'.Unfin.

it.. Chicago, lit

Victor Headache Specific

—CURES-
HEADACHES,

HEADACHES,
HEADACHES

!

Is No Experiment!

It Is No Narcotic!

It Does Not Stupefy!

It Does Kill Pain!

I ShoematorXpQIJLTRY
*

linn ii|>|ilk-»tton to

O. W. MOTT,

ALL ABOUT NEBRASKA.

illustrated pamphlet has recently been

published by the Chicago, lUirlington & Quin-

cy R. R., giving complete information about

the farm lauds of Nebraska. Copies may be

had, without charge, upon application to P. S.

Eustis, General Passenger Agent, Chicago,

2t8

Watches and Watch Chains.

$2.75 a ™ ri

;

'
;
',"

' "-1 ">• '«« f« «*• """'I

!. HEWCOMEB. lit. llortli, II

If you get an Almanac, be sure to get a good
ne. The Brethren's Almanac has all the

ssentials of a first-class Almanac.

FOR SALE i£Z El Roller Mill, with

Botetourt Co,, ^

January 16, 189;.

Brethren's

Plain Clothing

There is no excuse for any r

the Brethren church, who wisb

Plain Clothing, not having it.

Samples of cloth frc

understand tbei

We guarante

uring blanks, tape M
for ordering will be

. Our rules for self-

tbe fit, the make and

satisfactory to purchas-

>e returned. Our prices

Address,

Phillipson Clothing Co.,

WARSAW, IND.

New Brethren Colony at Mount Morris,

Morrison Co., Minn,

it I'l'Hllj (tt|- til" JlliiW III

•eially Adapted fo

id vegetables and

;li as Minneapolis,

nty <

Windsor
European Hotel,

TRIBUNE BLOCK,

»; to 1 S3 Dearborr. St. S. Grhgsten, Prop.

CHICAGO, ILL.

Faueuger RIcti
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^EDITORIAL i MISCELLANY^

So far as earnest and successful missionary work
concerned, the Moravian is the banner church of

rid. Their headquarters is at Bethlehem, Pa.
hey number 13,614 in this country, and for all

1 enterprises last year, raised 826,302.60.
hey have missionaries in nearly all heathen coun-

and their converts, in foreign lands, out-
imber their home members more than six to one.

respect they lead all the other denomina-
When it comes to the doctrines of the New

sstament, the Brethren are far in advance of
but in missionary work, or preaching the

ospel in all parts of the world, we might well imi-
te their example, and should not stop short of

'celling them. It is to be hoped that the day is

far distant when the Brethren will have mis-
nanes in every land, where the pure Gospel will

! Preached, and churches founded after the apos-
: model. During the last few years we have

ade encouraging progress along this line, and as
* years glide into the past, we may expect to see
• church take still more advance steps.

n, and others a

They have bei

nd societies ha

: of the Jews

j" Palestine there are a number of Jewish
lonies, made up of Jews from other lands. Some
these colonies are near Jerusalc
^different parts of the country.
' ~n foot by charitable persons

great regard for the welfai
schosenrace. One of thest. „,

he Yemen Colony, a short distance northwest of
fusalem, is made up of Jews from Yemen, South-
t Arabia. They came to Palestine in 1882, hav-

[
|

eard tha ' they would be well provided for in
- land of their fathers. They were wretchedly
>r, and, on reaching Jerusalem, were sadly dis-
Pointed on learning that no provision had been

made for them. Some wealthy London Jews took
pity on Jjhem, fed and clothed them, and, in course
of time,?hey were provided with comfortable quar-
ters, at the place referred* to, where they now re-

side. They, number, at this time, a few hundred
souls. In physical features these Jews are unlike
their brethren from other parts of the world. They
are small of stature, with thin, sharp faces, and
have a dark, complexion. As compared with other

Jews, they seem almost like another race. It is a

pleasure to them to dwell in the land of their an-

cestors, and to daily look upon the sacred places

that they read.- about in their Bible. They still

look for the Jbing-promised Messiah to come and
restore the throne to their father David.

In a recent #ticle in the Jndtpcndcnt the editor of

the Westcrn'-'Watchman, -a^atholic paper, say:

"Catholics believe that Protestantism is a damna
ble heresy, worse than any that has yet arisen ir

the church. They think it is chalfty to tell Protes

tants so; to labor to convince them that it is so; tc

co-operate in bringing them dut of their position of

awful danger." This shows the opinion of Cath-

olics respecting all other churches. Had they the

power to do so, they would probably take steps

looking towards putting an end to the " damnable
heresy," as it is called, somewhat in keeping with

the spirit of inquisition in days of yore. But that

day is past for the Catholics, In the United States

they number only one in three of the professors of

Christianity, while, as compared with the whole
population, they number only about one in nine.

They are losing power on every hand, and, as the

masses become better educated, and read the Scrip-

tures more for themselves, we may look for the

Catholic religion to either undergo some very rad-

ical changes, or decrease still more and more in in-

fluence. It is a religion that belongs to the dark
ages, and has little adaptability to the freedom of

thought in modern times.

One of the most important treaties of modern
times was signed last week by those representing

England and the United States. It was a grand
triumph for peace and a blow at war. No one is

able to divine the lar-reaching influence of such

step upon the part of the two most civilized nations

of earth. England and the United States, after a

long and laborious correspondence, agreed upon a

treaty, binding each other to submit their differ-

ences to arbitration, instead of resorting to war.

This means that, should any dispute arise between
these two nations, which they cannot settle them-
selves, they will submit it to a Board of Arbitrators,

to consist of three members of the Supreme Court

of the United States, to be selected by the Presi-

dent, and three judges of the British Supreme
Court, to be selected by the Queen. These six,

failing to agree, are to select the seventh man, and,

should they fail to agree upon the man, King
Oscar, of Sweden, is to act in the capacity of um-
pire. The treaty is for five years, and, should it

prove satisfactory during that period, may become
permanent. It contains thirteen sections, and cov-

ers every point of dispute likely to arise between

the two countries, save that of national honor or

insult. The treaty remains to be confirmed by the

Senate, but it is not likely that this body will refuse

to endorse such a wise measure. The London
Times calls it the event of the nineteenth century.

So far as may now be seen, it renders war between
the two countries almost impossible, and insures a

confidence that will be felt in all parts of the world.

It is reported that one of the officers, having
charge of the registration of the voters in Cincin-
nati, Ohio, was so intent on business that he forgot
to register himself, and so was not permitted to
vote at the late election. He did his duty well [or

others, but neglected his own interest. This re-

minds us of the preachers and others, who give all

necessary attention to the welfare of others, and, at

the same time, neglect themselves and their fam-
ilies. It is like the preacher who preaches the Gos-
pel to others, but, in the end, becomes a castaway,

The famine in India seems to be far more serious
than was reported last week. It is stated that

40,000,000 people are literally starving, and, though
every possible effort is to be made to get food to
the drouth-stricken region, yet hundreds of thou-
sands must die before they can be reached. It is

also reported that over one million persons are now
engaged in the relief work, and will do what they
can to keep life in the destitute until something
can be raised There is no question but that help
must be received from outside quarters, and mill-

ions upon millions of dollars will be required.
India seems subject to a calamity of this kind
about every nineteen years. During the famine of

187; and 1878 five million of people are said to
have perished, and the present calamity will likely

be equally serious. One writer says he has seen as

many as 1,500 persons seated in rows, waiting for

food, and that to each was given two large spoon-
fuls of cooked rice and two little cakes. After this

all of them,—men, women and children,—would set

up a wail for more. One man sold his boy for one
dollar to procure a. little food for the rest of his
family. This so distressed the wife and mother
that she not only refused to eat any of the food,

but, in her frenzy, committed suicide. The hus-
band grieved over the loss of his boy and wife until

he took his own life. In this land of plenty it is

not possible for us to have any adequate concep-
tion of the terrible suffering that these destitute

people are enduring.

The Bible Lands do not embrace as much land

many suppose. Starting at the City of Rome,
and then running a straight line east, the distance of

1,400 miles, then south 1,000 miles, then west 1,400
miles, and north to Rome again 1,000 miles, we have
nearly all the lands mentioned in the Sacred Vol-
ume. Within this small area, of 1,400,000 square
miles, transpired about all the events mentioned in

the Old and New Testaments. Deducting from this

the seas and deserts, that are not inhabitable, we
have left only about 500000 square miles of land

directly connected with Bible narrative. But the
greater part of these events occurred in a scope
still smaller yet, viz,, Palestine, west of the Jordan,
which is 150 miles in length, 22 miles wide at the

north end, and 80 miles wide at the south. Here
were enacted most of the scenes that fill the sacred
pages. And from this small territory have come
the forces that are to-day ruling the financial and
religious circles of the world. Palestine is the
home of the Jews, and while they are not permitted
to continue in their dwelling-place, still, with their

vast wealth, they are virtually ruling the money
market of the world. Here it was that Christianity

was established, and it is lending to the world a

force destined to overcome every other religious

power on earth. It is, indeed, wonderful what
forces have come from this very small territory,

hemmed in by the Jordan on the east, the Mediter-
ranean Sea on the west, the Mountains of Lebanon
on the north and the desert on the south,
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ESSAYS;-

A MAN'S A MAN.

"A man's a man," says Robert Burns,

' For a' that, and a' that;

"

I'.ni, ihougli the song be clear and strong,

's wanting, Ion illier iu

1 wad ha'e been sae pat

1 grand song thai Robbie

a' lli. 11, and a' that.

and bairns, an' a' that,

s stops ftl whiskey shops

nan fur a' that.

Anlthet note is lacking too.

This plowman might ha'e sung;
1

1 is |nsi ^s pal and just as true

As those that aff he flung.

The man by stealth who piles up wealth,

And grinds God's poor, an' a' that.

Clutches his purse with dying curse,

Is nol a man for a' that.

And in that song that Robbie sung,

Foi a
1

thai, and a' that,

He might ha'e had the notes among

A word (or him, and a' that,

Who sits up snug to chitnla-lug,

Or Childhood lore, and a' that.

To that gran' song, an' a' that.

That limn his throat Rob set afloat;

Who reads God's Word, and a
-

that,

Whii walks his way. and speaks his praise,

And humbly prays, and a' that.

And lets fools chaff and scoff and laugh-

He 1 for a' that.

woman. The Gospel so applies it. The good sense

of mankind— when educated to a true conception

of what is artistic,— will vindicate what the Gospel

teaches and what the Brethren church pleads for.

McPherson, /Cans.

THE MINISTRATION OF THE SPIRIT.'

B. STOVER.

1 Cor. 3:

,./-, Rankin, />, />., in t/tt C/m

THE HIGHEST ART.

11V C. E. ARNOLD.

"History of Art" is one of the prescribed

studies in some of our schools. To pursue a sys-

tematic study of the history and progress of art is

very interesting and helpful. Naturally, we have

very crude and undeveloped tastes concerning mat-

ters artistic.

One of the fundamental principles of art is this:

" Utility is the highest art,"—the more useful, the

more artistic. This principle applies to all branches

of art. Nothing has a claim to be considered artis-

tic which does not serve some use fulpurpose. A
pitch- fork with a highly-carved handle would be

far from artistic. Even music and painting must

submit to this same " utility " rule. They are ar-

tistic only so far as they ennoble and enrich char-

acter.

The untutored do not generally have this con-

ception of art. Many think that art consists in

show or display. This is the heathen conception of

what is artistic. The savage Indian delights in

gaudy colors and feathery display and hideous tat-

tooing. This is his idea of art. Those in civilized

society, who take pride in such things, are not yet

quite far enough removed from the savage state.

But, as civilization advances, heathen ideals will

prevail less and less, until they disappear altogether.

The custom of wearing jewelry and gaudy ap-

parel is becoming unpopular among the better

classes of society, even the wealthy. An intelligent

member of the Presbyterian church remarked to

the writer that the "ginger-bread style" of dressing

is becoming unpopular among the better people of

all churches.

One of the rules which apply to the apparel of a
gentleman is this; Nothing should be worn which
does not at least have the appearance of answering
to some necessity. Dudes do not obsei

Most sensible men do, with a fair degree of con-
sistency. The same rule will eventually apply to

In Nine Parts.—Part Four—A Place Prepared.

"
It Is expedient lor you that I go away."—JomTifi: 7.

The more one thinks about Christ's words, the

more apparent their truth becomes. How natural

that scoffers should be blind to the truth! The ex-

pediency of Christ's going away is manifest in this:

"I go to prepare a place for you." John 14: 2.

I am inclined to think that this promise is intended

for those who will be His people for all time, even

as is the promise of the gift of the Holy Ghost. If

the one promise is not for us, how shall we know

that the other is?

Christ's concern for His people is very great

He knows that if they love Him, they want to be

with Him, even as He loves them and wants to be

with them. " I go to prepare a place for you.

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will

come again, and receive you unto myself, that

where I am, there ye may be also." John 14: 3.

His relationship that He sustains with His peo-

ple is a very tender one. He is not a teacher to

say, "Go and do what I tell you," but "Come and

do as I do." John 13: 15. lie is not a Master to

leave an order for His people to cleanse the sinful

world, while He goes off to enjoy the presence of

His Father, but He says, " I go to prepare a place

for you, that where I am, there ye maybe also."

John 14: 3 "I will not leave you comfortless; I

will come to you." John 14: 13. "I pray not that

thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that

thou shouldest keep them from the evil." John

17: 15. "If ye shall ask anything in my name, I

will do it." John 14: 14. While He does so for

the Christian, He tells him what to do for Himself

in return." "Go ye into all the world and preach

the gospel to every creature." Mark 16: 15.

In short, the beautiful relation is this, that Christ

prepares the heavens for His people while they

prepare the earth for Him. Both work to the same

end, that they may dwell together. And both shall

accomplish their task. Christ will reign in person

with His people on earth, and they shall reign with

Him in the heavens.

This pleasant relationship suggests the more del-

icate relationship sustained between Father, Son

and Holy Spirit. When the Father sent the Son to

earth, He gave this testimony, "This is my beloved

Son, in whom I am well pleased." Matt. 3: 17.

And Jesus, not left alone by the Father, says, " I

do always those things that please Him" (John 8:

29), and "The Father that dwelleth in me, He do-

:th the works " (John 14: 10). Jesus speaks know-

ngly of "the Comforter whom I will send unto

you" (John 14:26), that " He shall not speak of

iself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he

speak. He shall glorify me." John 16: 13.

The Father sends the Son, the Son glorifies the Fa-

ther; the Son sends the Spirit, the Spirit glorifies the

Son. What divine harmony! No one can imitate

the divine nature and be selfish enough to magni-

fy himself. 1 Cor. 10: 24. What heavenly concord!

No child of God can be Christ-like and refuse to be

obedient to those in authority in the Lord; much
less can he spend a moment in quibbling about any

teaching of his Lord, whether it is necessary for

him to accept it or not.

And what does the Father say about the Son?
" Hear him." Luke 9: 35. What does the Son say

about the Spirit? "He that hath an ear, let him
hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches."

Rev. 2: 7.

Who is it, thus assured that God is designing all

for his benefit, that can be so low and mean and
stingy as to spend all his time, or the best portion

of it, or even any of it, in acquiring sections of this

earth to increase his own glory? O hardness of

heart and blindness of eyes, adorning silver with^

rags, and covering gold with iron, grasping for

little of earth to add to the promised, infinite store-

house of heaven! Given, all; wanted, more!

Bulsar, India.

THE FUTURE OF THE HOLY LAND.

Could Palestine agaii

old, a land flowing with 1

problem of more than se

a pleasant surprise to

specialists who maintain

that Palestine could eas

the most productiv

become, what it w
lilk and honey? Thi

itimental interest, an<

earn that there are some

that this is possible, and

ly again be made or

countries on the globe,

as Jerusalem, Nazareth,

others, have been enjoying, in recent years, unp

dented prosperity, in fact, even "booms," is ki

to the general reader; but that, by systematic 11

tion and cultivation, the barren tracts, once so

ductive, would yield a rich abundance, is interest-

ing information. From the pen of a German

cialist, whose account is found in the Colum

Ohio, ZeitbUtter, No. 6, we glean the following

struct ive data:

It is easily possible that Palestine should

again become the "South" (the Neged), and

granary for (he entire Southeastern region a

the Mediterranean, and for Europe. In the cou

west of the Jordan the entire level distiict along the

coast has the best of water-supplies and is ca

of sustaining an immense population. The (

tions there are such that oranges, cotton, tobacco,

and sugar-cane could be raised easily and in greal

abundance. On the higher tablelands of the

Jordan districts nothing is necessary but the pn

vation of the quantities of water that accumulate

during the rainy season and utilizing these dur

the dry months. The whole region would thus

admirably adapted for vegetable gardening 01

grand scale.

How readily this end could be accomplished

be seen from what has already been done in t

line, chiefly by the members of the German Temp
lar Society in Bethlehem, Nablus, Tshenin

other places. The relatively poorer success of thi

Jewish agricultural colonies, which have been plant

ed there by the dozen, in recent decades, ch

through the instrumentality of the Rothschilds

other Jewish magnates, is to be attributed, not ti

the barrenness of the soil, but to the poor wo
of the colonists. But everywhere in this distri

it is possible, by irrigation, to raise finer oi

oranges, wine, etc., than anywhere else along thi

southeastern portion of the Mediterranean

there would be no lack of markets, especially a

Egypt is so near. The entire Ghor, or Jordan

ley, could be converted into a tropical valley,

dates that ripen here are regarded yet, as they >

in ages past, as the best that are known, surpassinj

even those of Egypt. To this add oranges, cotton

sugar-cane, bananas, and especially fine vegei

raised during the rainy season, all of which groi

here under most favorable conditions.

Access to markets is easy. Jericho, by way 1

Salonica, only five days removed from Berlin an

Central Europe, only a short distance from Jerusi

lem, and some degrees warmer than Cairo, cot

readily be made again what it was in the days

King Herod, a magnificent winter resort, whose al

tractions would be increased by the hot, medicim

springs of Ain-es-Sultan and by the magnified

surroundings of the Dead Sea, near by, with i
1

thermal fountains, e. g„ Ain Dshidi, Hamrr
Zerka, the Callirrhoe of antiquity, and, centum;

ago, a fashionable resort. The Jordan is r

fish and could itself be an attraction for tourist

In fact, the entire valley could be made a health

resort.

The east Jordan country, in its whole length

breadth, from Moab to Mount Hermon and tli

Hauran, is naturally one vast wheat-field, thi

which none better can be found. These fruit*

districts, which now, when the harvest is o 1

the end of May, become, for the rest of the seasO

a sun-scorched desert which the inhabitants nm-
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lor the time being, leave, could readily, by building

reservoirs to receive the superabundant

earli. onths nd using these for irrigati(

the dry season, be made inhabitable all th

round, and could also be cultivated with abundant

success during this time.

Such was its condition in earlier centuries

the Arabian Bedouins took possession, as i:

ed by the ruins of hundreds of villages ai

scattered throughout this territory. In fact

herself suggests this remedy, for during the winter

nonths, in many places, natural lakes are formed

which fill up with water. To the present day thert

also many old cisterns, open and covered

before

attest-

d cit

which w purposeere used for ii

rly the case at

ber of old Roman roads, and, at' one time,

mercial rival of Damascus. The ruins of

nse system of aqueducts can yet be traced,

the chief of which, called that of Pharaoh, still has

length of forty-four kilometers. The indications

re, that, in the flourishing period of this east Jor-

an district, an extensive irrigation system existed

nd was utilized to good advantage.

The cultivation of Palestine, surrounded on two
ides by desert districts, is only possible by careful

attention and under the protection of a strong
If these are absent, the hopes that it may be-

gain a land of milk and honey will be
doomed to disappointment. At that time, when
Palestine was governed with a firm hand, it was a

veritable garden of the gods. Under favorable cir-

cumstances it could become such again, could sus-

ions of inhabitants and supply other lands

jperabundance. Whether or not this is to

ed depends on its political future.

—

Trans-
lated for The Literary Digest.
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FIRST, AND LAST, AND BETWEEN.

BY C. H. BALSBAUGH.

Neither church nor ordinances, of ther
'er made a Christian. The ch
nits who individually need forg

regeneration; and all of them in their divinely-
organized relations have not the power to restore a
dead soul to life. "Because I live,^« shall live

John 14: 19.

e relation of each separate soul to God is
direct. Whatever media intervene, our contact
must be with God before we are quickened into life

blasting. Sin is a direct collision with God. no
matter what secondary objects are involved. Re-

gion is the immediate coalescence of Christ
and the believer. There is only "one faith," and
nly "one Lord," and these two constitute the

unity of salvation. There are many views, opin-
,
theories, conceptions, which all have reference

the one faith, but they are not the faith of Christ,

e faith may be, and often is, held with mis-
apprehensions of its whole import. For instance,
in John 6: 53 to 57, we have something positive and
'ordinal. It was such a dark and apparently con-
radictory mystery to the disciples, that many of

murmured, went back and walked no more
«"th Jesus. But those who believed in HIM con-

:d with Him, although they had a very imper-
and even erroneous, view of His person, His
"ng, and His mission. So it is to-day. I have
' met two brethren who had precisely the same
as to the meaning of the Divine Incarnation in

11 'ts compass and relations, while they all hold
- precious faith" as to the /act of "God mani-

est in the flesh," and its absolute necessity to sal-
vation.

>tism is a very significant symbol, and is easily
attended to. But who knows the wide and solemn«ch of its signification? Here Christians differ in

ws, while they are a unit as to the great death
burial and resurrection of Him, without whom

asW
H
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S "° m°re TaIue than Pharisaic hand-
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"lal": the symbol a monstrous and fatal
•"sehood How shocking and manifestly treacher-

I the outburst of temper, and ill-will, and

wounded pride, and selfishness, in a person who
has been baptized in representation of the death of
Christ! What a base counterfeit to wash feet,

at the same time, hunger for honor and preferment
and exaltation, and pout and fret because
servant's place is assigned us! It is Christ we must
have; and He is ours only by that receptivity of
soul which is indicated by that rich, deep, wonder-
ful Bible-word-FAiTH. This puts the soul into
such relation with God in Christ as to open the
possibility and generate the disposition for all the
loyalty and obedience which the Word of God re-

quires. God was in Chiist, and lived His perfect,
eternal life in the flesh, and requires us to do the
same by giving us the Holy Spirit which enabled
Jesus to do so. God does not ask too much of us.

inasmuch as He offers us "all the fulness of His
Godhead "to enable us to realize our high ideal.

Col. 1: g, 10; Philpp. 3: 14.

Faith, love, holiness are the three essentials of
salvation. With these are bound up all ordinances,
statutes and precepts. Heb. 11: 6; Matt. 21: 21, 22;
I John 4: 7, 8, 16; Heb. 12: 14; 1 Pet. I: 15, 16; Eph!
5: 27; Rev. 21; 27. Heaven does not constitute sal-

vation, but Godlikeness. Hell cannot annihilate
the beatitudes of the indwelling Christ; and heaven
cannot eradicate the pangs of a guilty conscience.
Salvation and holiness are synonyms.

Onion Dcp -sit, Pa.

SENDINQ AND (JOINO.

"Whom shall I send, and vyho will go for us?"—

In the days of the prophets the Lord's
required as careful and prayerful pruning
tivating for her spiritual purity and prosperity as
the church requires to-day.

Our text presents two very important questions,

propounded by the Lord to Isaiah, the prophet,
when he desired workmen in the church.

1. "Whom shall I send?" The spirit of this
question seems designed to search out the Lord's
man for the Lord's work.

(1) By knowing him, by his fruits, to be a truly
converted man to the cause of Christ.

(2) By testing his qualifications.

(a) As aman royal. 1 Pet. 2: 9.

(*) As am in loyal.

(<r) As a m in strong n the faith.

(d) As a man able to teach othe

full of the Holy Ghost. Acts 11

al pn

<e) As

24;7: 55-

(/) As one who loves the worth of so

The above embrace many of the card

pies, necessary for the Lord's man in

work. The prophet of the Lord was not only pre-

pared to go outside of Israel's camp, and to work,
by warning against sin, but first he was to "cry
aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet,
and show my people their transgressions and the

house of Jacob their sins." Isa. 58: I. "Go and
tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand
not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not." Isa. 6: 9.

The prophet's first field of labor was a hard
one,—that was within the church, to revive the
Lord's work in the hearts of the church members,
and set things in order that were wanting. But to

him a deaf ear was turned, and so pressing became
the task that he exclaims, "Lord, how long?"
Then the answer came, "Until the cities be wasted
without inhabitant, and the houses without man,
and the land be utterly desolate, and the Lord have
removed men far away, and there be a great for-

saking in the midst of the land." Isa. 6: II, 12.

Such is often the pressure of heart, realized by the

Lord's servants and shepherds to-day, as they
stand, with warning voice and watchful eye, over

as those who feed and as those

ount of their souls. Heb. 13: 17.

has the voice of warning been
1 during the last few months,
much inclined to " mix with the

8, in the political strife of the

the flock of God,

who must give act

people

world,—not only the laity, but sadly, we fear, the
consecrated ministry. When the renovating fire of
God, from off the sacred altar, is once applied to
his servants, as to Isaiah, to the extraction of all

dross from heart and lips, then sounds forth the
second question.

2. "Who will go for us?" The reply comes,
" Here am I, send me." Then, and not before, was
Isaiah prepared to answer the Lord's call. Then,
only, will we be cleansed vessels for his service.
Many are the Macedonian calls from home and
abroad. From America, Kuropc, Asia, Africa and
Australia comes the pleading voice, "Come over
and help us." Acts 16: 9. How many hear thesi
calls? Who is it that can say as Paul, "Yea, so
have I strived to preach the gospel, not where
Christ was named, lest I should build upon another
man's foundation." Rom. 13: 20.

Where is the courage of Israel's prophets today,
in going out into new fields, to lift high the banner
of King Emmanuel?

Brother and sister, were our lot extreme poverty,
amidst heathen darkness, or were we Asiatic sub-
jects, falling victims to the slaughtering Turks, and
yet our prayers for help would be passed heedlessly
by, as many calls are to-day, what would be the
pangs of our hearts? Would we not cry out, " Pro-
fessed Christianity weighed and found wanting?

"

But with all the needy cries we are truly thankful
for the efforts, thus far made, to relieve, and our
hearts raise in gratitude to God, that a few of our
dear Brotherhood are willing to come out from
country, kindred, and father's house, as Abraham,
Gen. 12: I, and carry the Gospel light to others.

We rejoice and thank God for the coming of our
dear Bro. Fercken, and family, to our ranks, and
that the Lord, through his church and servant, is

hoisting his banner again in the old, dilapidated
forts of Asia Minor. In the Messenger of last

.page 691, we had Bro. Fercken's second ap-
peal for some young men to a

great mission cause. Again
"Whom shall I send and w
Who, now, will be, first prepai

to respond? Much preaching and si

been, perhaps, too much the order of the past for

the good of souls and Zion's glory, but redeeming
the time is still our privilege.

May the prayers of the church ever arise in be-
half of our dear brother and sister Stover and sis-

ter Ryan in India, and those in Smyrna, Denmark
and Sweden as well. By no means let us overlook
ose in our home fields!

O that we, as a Brotherhood, had scores of

faithful, skil'ed workmen, to send out to batlle for

the Lord, that his people might go on, conquer-
nd to conquer, that they might finally return

in behalf

! Lord speaks:

u'll go for us?"
ondly, willing

uctoryth pain

you?" "Shall I?"

North Manchester, hid.

their hands! "Shall

found appn

plish-

We feel, first, to express

tion of the gradual imprt

Messenger, and we only regret that its

is not larger, in view of the good it is 1

ing. Then, also, it should be remember
the net proceeds go to the work of the church.
Every reasonable effort should, therefore, be made
to extend the circulation of our paper.

Our " Sittings " find all the matter good, but we
call special attention to the article, headed, "The
Evils of Apologies by Ministers," page 787 of No.
50. Please read and reread, and, with a blush, quit

the practice,

Next turn a leaf and read with care what follows:

"A Strange Incident." Then meditate si

from a Scriptural standpoint, and you will

surprised that Governor Morton held up
consistency for us to look at. Conference 1

forbids us to vote at political elections. (S>

utes of 1866, Art. I, page 268.) If we help to placi

a man into a position that we could not conscien

sly,

tually

Min-
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tiously fill ourselves, it is, to say the lea9t, incon-

sistent. I thank God for the Scriptural position

the church takes on that subject, though it is not
fully expressed.

"Church Supervision," an article on the same
page, cuts a broad swath. The writer walks right

up to the General Conference and points out an-

other line of inconsistencies. Then he drops to the

local churches, and finds many of them with no eld-

er. That should not be. Next he finds some
churches, with from four to six elders. Unless they
are active and loyal eldeis, these churches may be
worse off than those that have none.

" The Perfection of the Gospel." This article is

sound, and a good antidote for skepticism. It is

for the hands that hang down and the feeble knees.

Heb. 12: 12. "Our Ministry." This article, when
properly digested, is well calculated to inspire us

with more missionary zeal, which we so much need,

ishing.

le our " Sittings," but as we get
e will stop. Please read all

nd it broadcast over the land.

Wc might contii

:o little chaff,

hrough and then

Booth, /Cans.

K PRECIOUS GIFT, AND WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO
DO WITH IT?

" The heights by great men reached and kept,
Were not attained hy sudden flight,

Hill Ihey, while their companions slept,

Were toiling upwards in the night."

Thk Brahmins have a legend that one of the
smaller gods created the material universe and that
a common angel p:opled the world with living
creatures, but when the most wonderful and peril-

ous thing—the youth ol man—was to be created, it

required the combined wisdom of all the deities of
the Pantheon. Any one of the gods could have
created grown men, but the possibility, the beauty
and the fateful charms of youth required their
combined genius. The legend goes on to say that
when they had completed their work, they saw
what a dangerous thing they had made, and debat-
ed a thousand years if they should confer this won-
derful and hazardous gift upon the human race.
When they finally decided to make the venture
they sent a deputation of angels to earth, to endow
the human race with this precious boon. When
they arrived on earth a company of young men and
maidens appeared before them. After the gift was
delivered in true angelic style, one of the angels
said: " Now you have youth, what are you going to
do with it?

"

The angels returned to their celestial home, but
the music of their voice echoes and re-echoes
through all the ages and will continue so long as
maidens love and young aspire. " Now you have
youth, what are you going to do with it?"

Hvery life is a failure or a success, and the start
to one or the other is made in youth. There are
many deplorable failures. But amid the dangers
on every hand some have made a grand success,
and it did not always come to the more favored.
Some who labored under adverse circumstances
have outstripped the more favored. True success
does not consist of greatness or riches, as the world
counts these things. All can not be great or rich,
but all can be good. True success or greatness in
this world must come through goodness. This is
the royal road. There is no other way. This road
should be entered when we are young. It is then
that the heart is warm and the passions active.
Youth must be taken care of or we will find our-
selves entangled in barriers that may, ever after
baffle our efforts to succeed, or, if overcome, it is
at the expense of effort that should be devoted to
the attainment of some lofty purpose. Those who
claim to know tell us that nine-tenths of all the
crimes were committed by persons under twenty-
five years of age. The spare time from fifteen to
twenty-five years is worth more than can be told
" What are you going to do with it? " Many have
used it for no other purpose than to help them on
in sin, and bring trouble and sorrow to their par-
ents. v

What are you going to do with your money?
Some have spent it as fast as earned, in games,
amusements, cheap excursions, drinks and cigars,

and when it was needed for business it was gone,
and all it purchased was a set of bad, vicious pas-
sions, and habits of intemperance and extravagance
that unfit the possessor for the active duties of life.

Others have taken care of their money by expend-
ing it in good and useful things. Foolish and tri-

fling things they avoided. When they wished to
"nter upon their life's work, they not only had
me money at hand, but, by thrift and economy,

they knew how to conduct the details of a business.
Now they have a home of their own. Their apart-
ments are filled with the conveniences of life.

The tables and shelves are stored with books,—
the sunbeams of the home. There is more than a
charm, there is power in the word " home," and
there is an added power when it can be said, "This
is our house without a mortgage."

What are you going to do about your company?
Success or failure in life very often depend upon
our company. We classify ourselves in this way
and the world at large accepts our own decision.
We are known by the company we keep. We shut
ourselves away from the better class of people be-
cause we make choice of the bad. A young man
starts out in the morning, falls in with those who
have their "good time," in carousing, drinks and
games, and before night-fall he is led to a felon's
cell. Business men do not want in their employ
boys who keep bad company. They expect to find
them addicted to bad habits and untrustworthy.

When the company of the careless loafer, or pro-
fane, is sought, the society of the good is avoided.
The Sunday school and church service are given
up and spoken of lightly. Acquaintances are
formed that ripen into marriage, and then the bat-

aences. The young man, unfitted by all
the habits of his life, to assume the duties and re-
sponsibilities of husband and father, is prepared to
make life miserable for the young woman who fool-
ishly allowed the pleasures and vanities of life to
entice her away from the pure and good, who could
have filled her life with sweetness.

What are you going to do with your soul?
nust be saved or it will be lost.

" The soul, of origin divine,

God's glorious image, freed from clay,

In heaven's eternal sphere shall shine
A star of day!

The sun is but a spark of fire

The soul immortal as its sire.

Shall never die."

tendiThere is another world to which
nd our stay here for a few uncertain years

time of preparation. The dearest interests of thi

soul in eternity are involved in what we are doini
while here. To give us proper employment,

\make us happy and save the soul, the Savior ha
provided us with his church, with its ordinance
and doctrines. The world is made better by Ch
tianity, because it makes the individual better. It,

to scatter sunshine and sweeten life.

:fits and help is with

^ood Samaritan it co

Youth is the time to

itream of life will be thu
id directed in the prope

ch of

better, safer, and happier, bee

Life

to whi

pt Christianity. Tht

irified at the fount

ill the

Chn

"So live that when thy summons comes to join
That innumerable caravan that moves
To that mysterious realm, where each shall take
His chamber in the silent halls of death,
Thou go not, like the quarry slave at night.
Scourged to his dungeon; but sustained and soothe
By an unfaltering trust, approach thy grave,
Like one who draws Ihe drapery of his couch
About him, and lies down to pleasant dreams "

But it is often no better for the young man.
With an ignorant, coarse-mannered, uncultured
wife, what is he going to do? He is in fetters now.
She will drag him to her level, and his doom is

fixed.

What are you going to do with your parents' ad-
vice? They, by their experience, and the interest
they feel in us, their children, are our guardians

id best friends. It is a sad day in young people's
'es, when they disregard parental advice. Dis-

obedience to parents is the start on the road to
ruin. " Honor thy father and mother "

is a divine
command, the obedience of which will always be
followed with a blessing. To disregard it will al-
ways, sooner or later, be followed by a curse. It is

beautiful, as well as right, for children, even when
grown to maturer years, to consult their parents
about their aims and purposes in life.

" How lovely, how charming the sight
When children their parents obey,

The angels look down with delight
This beautiful sight to survey."

What are you going to do with your time? You
have much at your disposal and it is precious.
Will you waste it or will you improve it? Will you
spend it in acquiring habits that will put you to a
disadvantage all the rest of your life? Or will you
use it to add to your pleasure and usefulness in the
years to come?

" Will you spend life's precious hours,
Like butterflies in summer bowers,
That trifle while the zephyr flings

The blossom-odor from his wings
And perish when the Northern blast
Proclaims the bloom and sunshine past.
Alas! how many hearts would quail.
How many radiant cheeks grow pale
With shame, with sorrow and affright
If mortals had the power to gaze,
Upon the book where angels write
The record of lost hours and days,"

McKee's Gap, Pa.

SUPERSTITION, ANCIENT AND MODERN.

TAYLOK.

nbling

" Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars'
men of Athens, I perceive that in all thing!
stitious."—Acts 17: 22.

Superstition is defined as being an unnecessary
fear, generally associated with reverence for imagi-
nary beings, extreme and unnecessary religious
scruples, the doing of things not required by God,
or the belief of that which is absurd, or belief
out evidence, false worship.

The inspired apostle doubtless was moved by the
spirit of God to address the Athenians, as

|

the quotation above, their city being filled

numerable altars, even "to the unknown God,"
Wealth, genius and authority combined their pc
ers, to further increase the ruinous influence of
perstition.

The world has never known an age of entire 1

perstition, and, on the other hand, there has net
been an age in which there was not at least sol
superstition. Its influence is felt even in this 1

lightened age.

The first recorded act, in any way r

perstition, is the case of our first parents,
ately after the fall, Gen. 3: 7, 8. Here
sin at the bottom, guilt as the cause, igno
blindness as the result, and a superstitious
escape as the scheme they adopted. How
to try to hide from God's all-seeing eye!
The principal foundation stone of superstitii

therefore, is ignorance of the word and works
Almighty God. 1 Cor. 15: 34. To the extent that
men are in darkness and unfamiliar with the true
knowledge of God, they will be inclined to be su-
perstitious. As man emerges from darkness into
the true light of revelation, he will be freed from

leful curse, until he stands in the glorious
liberty of the children of God. Rom. 8: 21.
The ancient Jews were not free from the effects

of superstition. Historians tell us that, while mak-
ing the annual journeys to Jerusalem, they ofttimes
would put sand or gravel into their rude shoes, in

order to make their journey more laborious, etc.
Egypt may be termed the nursery of superstition,

as, at one time, they are said to have had 30,000
imaginary deities. Their two leading gods were
Osiris and Isis, supposed to have been the sun and

have

fooli:
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on. They a'so worshiped the ox, dog, wolf,

,vk cat, crocodile, as well as trees, plants, roots,

u
oted forThe ancient Carthagenians wen

eir abominable, superstitious practices, even to

c burning of hundreds of innocent little children,

orror of all horrors! What will not ignorance

nd superstition lead men to perform!

We next notice a few facts of more modern dates,

; we still find those who are struggling within the

-asp of this curse of the nineteenth century.

1. Superstition, as manifested by a belief in

itchcraft, at one time had become so alarming in

;ngland, that Parliament legislated, for the punish-

lent of this supposed crime, with death, and thou-

nds lost their lives because of it. The evil was

rought to America, and our forefathers were large-

concerned in the punishment of the persons sup-

osed to possess evil powers. Those days have

ssed away, and only remnants of this superstition

nger here and there.

otice another phase of superstition,

Dthsayirg " and " astrology," by which

he destiny of persons is influenced by the planets

nder which they are born. Some poor souls even

to and fro, with.no purpose in view, no

hope, because they believe they are

to live and die, because they were born

unlucky planet. This is gross supersti-

We also notice this superstitu

way our astrological almana

Ling pamphlets a

died. Many pay <

dispense entirely

;, and substitute

Id be in line with

i belief further in

and weather- pre-

; sought after, and eagerly

/en more attention to them
ely a day passes by on which

suited, while the Bible, the

inly true guide, lies dust-covered and neglected.

carcely anything is done, unless by some sign or

men. It is but a step from that disgraceful and

eceitful so-called " fortune-telling." Hundreds of

therwise intelligent Christian persons patronize

uch soul-polluting superstitions, when they ought

set a better example.

3. We will next notice the very prevalent and

omewhat mysterious procedure of healing, by

familiarly known as " powwowing," by per

o make no pretensions whatever to obey

rd and Master. Beware, lest we put our

rust in man, and make flesh our arm. Jer. 17: 5.

'"ar, far better would we dismiss those superstitious

icliefs, and trust in God, who is abundantly able to

ave to the uttermost. Could v

nth the above-named practi

nointing in their stead, we w
lie apostles' teaching. We regard this as one of the
hings that should not be found among the Broth-
rhood. Christ never taught it, and if we claim to

ave him as our Savior, we will not need it.

4- The manifestations of the unknown laws of

lature, such as eclipses of the sun, moon, etc

,

,
by many, viewed with horror. Comets are

udged to be omens of wars, earthquakes, famine,

ght ofttimes fills the

heir imagination, they
e seen horses, chariots and armies. The flitter-

lights on waste and damp lands were regarded
Seating some misfortune, so also a variety of

ly-accounted-for events,— the ticking noise of
tie insect, by many called the death watch.

the superstitious rites asso-

It is the belief of some that,

nfant, the devil is cast out.

>re reasonable to believe that

application of a little water to the child's head
ace might change its nature, or regenerate it,

the fact is that neither of them have any Gos-
authority whatever, hence we must call it su-

erstition. The tolling of church bells is deemed
ecessary by some, as though no one could be bur-
d

- acceptably to God, without the tolling of the
lurch bell. Every rite and religious ceremony,
" taught in the Bible, may well be labeled super-

set us beware, lest we be found guilty of teach-
children some superstitious things in regard
tmas. The superstitious story about Santa

eholde 'ith fear, ;

'ated wi

t the b aj

o some it appea

ti»

Claus should never be mentioned to our children.

A targe per cent of the Christmas celebrations to-

day are an abomination to the Lord.
In conclusion we note a few of the evils of super-

stition:

i- It never leads to holiness, but usurps the place

of true piety. Its tendencies are to set aside genu-
ine repentance, conversion and obedience.

2. It disturbs true happiness. Oh, what super-
stitious fears men do have! It is one of Satan's

chief instruments, to mar the Christian's happiness.

As a remedy, we should allow the Holy Spirit to

lead us into all truth, and look alone unto Jesus,

the Author and Finisher of our faith. Then we
will be thoroughly cleansed of all superstitious be-

lief. Then, at his second coming, Christ will find a

church without spot or wrinkle or any such thing.

He will find us holy and without blemish. Eph. 5:

27.

Vogansville, Pa.

.QUERISTS' * DEPARTMENT h-

Commentators differ widely concerning thi:

"book." It may have been a record of the wars

kept by Moses, in which all the facts relating to th<

ars in which Israel «

lilitary stand-point,

;ed were recorded from

intended for the use c

verse is shown to be an extract from a Hebrew
poem.

What was Christ's object in telling his disciples to pray that

their flight be not on the Sabbath day? Matt. 24: 20. Shall

we construe it into a command to keep the seventh day?

Mrs. S. N. Leudy,

The gates of the city would most likely be closed

on the Sabbath, so that they could not make their

escape with convenience. Then the Jews, who
were very strict, respecting the Sabbath, would

have hindered their flight in every way possible.

This saying should not be construed into a com-

mand for the Christian to keep the Jewish Sabbath.

He is not under the law, but under the Gospel, and

keeps the first day of the week in memory of the

resurrection of Jesus from the dead.

Do you think it right for Brethren, at meetings or other

places, to have their photographs taken on Sunday, for ad-

vertising purposes, etc. J. W. M.

Certainly not. But photographers, sometimes,

take snap-shots on groups, and then make use of

them in their own way. For such, our people can-

not be held responsible. We need not, however,

encourage anything of the kind. It does not have

our approval. We ought to keep the Lord's Day

sacred in every way possible. 1. 11. m.

-*THE + SUNDAY * SCHOOL^

LESSON LIGHT-FLASHES.

The Boldness ol Peler and John.-

[Ln % for Jan. 31,,

There are times and periods in all of our experi-

ences when the element of boldness in our charac-

ters becomes very essential to our standing in life.

Indeed, we cannot lead a Christian life without it.

The Christian life is a life of continual warfare, and

boldness is one of the leading characteristics of a

good soldier.

True boldness consists in acting fearlessly along

the line of duty and right, and to be a man under

trying and critical circumstances. It was an easy

matter for Peter and John to heal the lame man, as

they were going to the temple to pray, and were

simply exercising delegated power under divine

direction. But the circumstances were very differ-

ent when they were set in the midst of the ruling

powers of Jerusalem,—such men as Annas, the high

priest, Caiaphas, and the other dignitaries of the

court. To face such men with a confession that

would touch both their pride and their position,

meant to draw swords with them and defy the pow-
ers that be. To do this required courage and bold-

ness that tries men's hearts, yet they did it in a

manner that showed plainly that they were not

afraid to speak the truth when duty called.

But what was it that gave these men boldness?

"Then Peter filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto
them, Ye rulers of the people and elders of Israel.

If we this day be examined of the good deed done
to the impotent man, by what means he is made
whole; be it known unto you all, and to all the peo-

ple of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of

Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised

from the dead, even by him doth this man stand

here before you whole." This required a boldness

that can be exercised only by men who are filled

with the Holy Ghost, and this gives not only bold-

ness but power to act, and to meet the emergencies

of the occasion.

When it is said of the righteous, " They are as

bold as a lion," we have, in connection with the

thought of boldness, also that of strength or power
to overcome. The figure represents the one as well

as the other, and, therefore, in it we get both. So
righteousness becomes a condition of true boldness,

because, to the righteous only is the Holy Ghost
given, which gives the consciousness of power, that

gives the feeling of assurance, and, being assured,

we are made bold to act.

These men had boldness because of assurance

that they were in the line of right, and because

they were righteous they received the Holy Spirit,

which gave them the power to act. As we all need

this boldness, as did Peter and John, how shall we
attain to it? There is but one way,—that is to

place ourselves into the right relation to the thing

that we desire. If we want boldness, to be' ever

ready to tell the truth, and do the work of the Mas-

ter, we must, first of all, become subjects of his

kingdom,—become heirs of God, which brings us

into a relation where these gifts can reach us.

After placing ourselves in the right relation, wc
must then so order our lives that he can make use

of us. To be true children of God, we must be

children of service. We are exhorted to be good

soldiers of Jesus Christ, as Peter and John were.

Their lives were consecrated to him and they were

continually in his service. So we may be and so

we should be. The vineyard is so large and the

work so varied that in it there is something to do

for every one who may enter. Even the little ones

may stand up and witness for Jesus.

These men were neither afraid nor ashamed to

bear testimony in favor of Christ, neither did they

take the honor of the work done unto themselves.

It was not through their wisdom or power that the

lame man was healed, but in the name of Jesus

Christ was he healed.

When the Lord does sometimes use us to do his

work we are disposed to feel and say, " We did it."

Not so with Peter and John. They worked in the

name of Jesus Christ and through the power of the

Holy Ghost. This was the marvel to the rulers,—

'hat they made no claim for themselves. Looking

upon them as the unlearned fishermen, void of any

special training for public speaking, and then see-

ing the manner in which they gave their testimony,

and the claims they made, they were forced to the

conclusion that their conduct was marvelous, and

the only way to account for it was. that they had

been with Jesus. Thus they bore testimony to the

disciples' own statement.

If we would have this boldness and power, we,

too, must be with Jesus, and with him in such a way

that his impress will be so left on our lives as to

show out through us, that others can see it so evi-

dently that they will be made to say as these priests

and elders did,— these men have been with Jesus.

These two men were so filled with Jesus and the

Spirit that, what they said, was simply an overflow

of their fullness. So it is with us,—very largely.

Our conversation is the overflow of our thoughts,

and those who come in contact with ua can easily

tell with whom we have been. What shall they say

of us? Of Christ, or of the world,—which?
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OUR MISSIONARY READING CIRCLE.

Course of Reading.

1. "CrtalBoJ Missions, " doth, d.04: paper, 34 cent*.

i. "Llleul A. ludsun," cloth. 17 cents; paper H cente.

SECOND YKAU.

S,
" Mimics ..I Mh.i1(ti«." doth. K t cents; paper J4 «nts.

B "M ol Robert Moffat," cloth, >? centli paper IS centa.

Iball ol Hi Bulm a," i loth, 7° cents.

1, "Tho Savon Uwiol Twchlnn," eloth 6S ""»<•
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<, " Dlvii g i' i lerprl ol Mlaaloni," cloth »i oo

, "1 ' i: it M ." cluih. 7° cents.

1 A.sso) '.lir Applies." ch. !3-a> io cent*.

(yPrlcos. na «ivni above, Are (or member! ul KeadliiK Circle unly.

adrils may nut claim the fru

drilson the growing vine

Ive tlit heavy shoot,

To kc :ni«l t

The soul which grasps the helpful thoughts that sp

Along the line where grander natures serve,

win, h gives sweet sympathies to iwine and cling,

- And watches lesi the tempted one should swerve,

Hath (mind the tendril';, mission, strong and fine,

—

The coil which holds the world to plans divine.

—Jesse Macgreg

1>KAYER IN THE SUNDAY SCHOOL.

SUNDAY schools are accepted by most Kvangcli-

cal churches as an important auxiliary in the

furtherance of the cause of the Master. . That they

may be more effectual, we have a place for them in

our prayers,

As a rule, prayer is nude part of the opening and

closing exercises. The character of these prayers

is the purpose of this paper. The aim and object

of all the religious exercises, in public assemblies,

should be that "all things be done unto edifying."

The Sunday schools arc generally provided with

the different grades of lesson helps, suited to the

ability or the power of the pupils to receive the

ideas ol the lesson. The teachers, too, are select-

ed, for the several classes, with the same object in

view. If, then, the lessons are aimed to be taught

that all can understand and be benefited, why not

give more consideration to the prayers of the Sun-

day school?

Reason would dictate that the devotional exer-

cises should be characteristic of more simplicity

The language of the prayers should be so ordered

that the children can comprehend them, and, as a

matter, of course, the more advanced will be bene-

fited as well.

If this suggestion were made the rule, and the

prayers cut down one-half in length, much of the

restlessness and misbehavior on the part of the
children, during these exercises, might be avoided.

,
Let no one think it too difficult a task to simplify

his expressions and utterances before God. It can
be accomplished by perseverance and practice.

The best educated persons can talk understand-
ingly to children in conversation. Then, why not

study to choose such words, when addressing God
that the juvenile mind can comprehend and be ben
..Cited?

As to the length of the prayer, it would seerr

that three minutes would be sufficient time for on*

to him, by saying: " Be not rash with thy mouth,

and let not thine heart be hasty to utter anything

before God, for God is in heaven, and thou upon

the earth: therefore let thy words be few."

The wants and needs of the school should be the

principal subject of this exercise, To pray for al-

most every other state and condition of things in

the creation, and merely hint for a blessing on the

work of the hour, is hardly appropriate.

While a general blessing should be invoked up-

on all the work and workers in the school, it would

not be amiss, sometimes, to particularize. Are

there any sick, let them be personally mentioned.

Are there those that arc indifferent and remain

away without a lawful excuse, hold them up before

the Lord in the prayer. Especially should the

children not be forgotten. Their little bodies of-

ten become wearied, coming through the heat and

cold, and they should be made to feel that their

presence is desired by being especially remembered

before God.

set apart for this work,

re simple and pointed,

! of a stereotyped form

of prayer service.

Let their prayers ever ascend for more consecrat-

d workers! Let there be more teachers who are

ill ing to make sacrifices to advance the interests

f their classes, who will make every effort to

study to show themselves approved unto God,

workmen that need not to be ashamed, rightly

dividing the word of truth."

Let alt. who profess to be God's people, so relate

themselves to him that we may, in our prayers,

realize the force of Christ's language: " Whatsoev-

er ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give

it you." John 15: 23.

New Enterprise, Pa,

A FEW SUNDAY SCHOOL VIRTUES.

Let those, then, who ai

im to make the prayers

age the t

JACOB /;gu : k.

God, through the wi

is to be cautious and <

; of inspired men, directs

siderate in our addresses

In all classes and grades of work, whether physi-

cal or mental, there must be some necessary ideas

or elements that tend to prepare our minds and in-

spire us, that we may be more efficient workers in

whatever course we pursue. We wish to notice a

few necessary elements of Sunday school workers.

We should have as thorough an insight or con-

ception of the work as car. be reasonably obtained.

Those who work, not knowing for what intent the

work is done, are likely to make a partial failure.

We should feel an interest in what we are doing.

Those who work without interest are likely to be-

come drones. Drones have only present enjoy-

ment at other people's expense. They lay not up

for the future. The desire of Sunday school

drones, while reciting the lesson, whether it be

teacher or pupil, is to get over the present lesson

as quickly as possible, and with as little said as pos-

sible. The benefit that such persons get from the

lessons, is generally little, if any.

We should be energetic in the work. If there is

no energy, the work will be a drag and will finally

stop. If there is energy on the part of both teach-

er and pupil, the lesson will be well-prepared, and

there will be a lively recitation, in which there will

be many good points brought out.

We should practice concentration of thought and

effort, both in preparing and reciting the lessons.

While we recite, we should have, more especially,

the whole force of our thinking capacities. We
cannot recite a Scripture lesson and talk to our

neighbor on finances at the same time. "Ye can-

not serve God and mammon."

We should practice economy of time. Surely we
should not be so busy providing for the body, that

we can find no time at all to feed the mind Look
at this little problem, solve it, and get the answer:

In one year there are 365 days. Call 300 of them
working days; fifty-two of them are Sundays, and
the remaining thirteen we will call holidays. It

seems to us that thirteen holidays ought to be a

sufficient number for one year. We shall say noth-

ing about them. We leave that to your own dis-

cretion. But take the three hundred work days

and spare just fifteen minutes, or one-quarter of

hour each day, to devote to Scripture study. This

means one whole, solid, work-week, of six days, of

twelve hours each, with three hours remaining, dt

voted to Scripture study in one year. We leave

to you as to what you ought to do on Sunday

Can we do it? Will we?

We should have these virtues about us for

three- fold reason, j is., because by them we are lik<

ly to please God; because they may be the cause c

us inspiring our fellow laborers; and because the

are a benefit to us.

By them we please God because, when we po:

sess them, we do more for him; we inspire our fe

low laborers because of the influence they cause u

to throw around them; we benefit ourselves by do

ing more, and by more tully developing our m
which is one great end of Sunday school work.

Man is of a triune nature, vis,, body, mind, and

soul. The mind seems to be the connecting link

If this remains undeveloped, failure will be the

suit. We go to the ra'lroad and see a large eng

which possesses a wonderful amount of po

We also see a heavy train to be drawn by it, but

the connecting link is undeveloped and it breaks

You know the result. God has given us a body

which is the power; he has given us a soul, which

is to be cared for by the body, or the powe
has given us a mind, which is the connecting

by which the power is attached to the load. ]

leave this undeveloped, failure will be the r

Here the Sunday school comes in as a pow
means. The power will do us no good without the

load; the load will do us no good without the pow-

er; neither will do us any good without a means ol

connection. These should be harmoniously devel-

oped in order to meet the design for which Got

gave them to us. If we miss the Sunday school

we miss far more than many of us think, at first

thought. If we go to Sunday school without the

above virtues, we miss almost equally as much
Br-dgewater, Va.

BURIED BY A DOQ.

A dog and a cat belonging to the same mastei

were the best friends in the world, and spent theii

time in frolicking together. One day, while play-

ing as usual, the cat died suddenly, falling at the

dog's feet. The latter did not at first realize

had happened, but continued his play, pulling

pushing and caressing his companion, but with

dent astonishment at her inertness. After ;

time he appeared to understand the situation,

his grief found vent in prolonged howls. Presently

he was seized with .the idea of burying the cat. Hi

pulled her into the garden, where he soon dug i

hole with his paws, and put in the body of his for

mer companion. He then refilled the whole

dirt, and, stretching himself out upon the grav

sumed his mournful howling. The idea of burying

the dead cat was extraordinary. Whence <

the thought? Could it be imitation, or, which

better explanation, did the dog have a vague idea

of concealing the event, which might possibly bi

imputed to him? But then it would seem uni

sonable for him to call attention to the fact by

stalling himself on the grave and howling. H
ever, even human criminals are sometimes equally

inconsistent. It is difficult to form an exact idei

of what gave rise to the dog's conduct in this cast

—Humane Journal.

" Queen Victoria has a, strong objection

tobacco smoke and will not allow smoking in

of the rooms used by her, or in any place where

is likely to smell the odor of tobacco. Even thi

late prince consort forebore to smoke in her pres

ence. On one occasion she happer

the tabooed perfume when in Buckin

and on making an investigation dis

the Prince of Wales (then in his minority)

delinquent. Her majesty forthwith gavi

that the culprit should be confined to his r

a month, and the order was rigorously carr

i palai

:red thai

ed out.
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General Missionary 2 Tract Department

Committee. Mount

MOTTO FOR THE YEAR. — "Upon the first

,,, of the tveelc let every one of yon tan by him in

i„-c, OS God hath prospered him."—l Cor, 10: '£,

" Lord, teach us the lesson of giving,

For this is the very next thing;

Our love always ought to be showing

What offerings and fruits it can bring.

There are many who know not thy mercy,

The: .Hi.

lifts a 1 needed,

Of the 678 officers of the Salvation Army in In-

dia, all but eighty-one are natives of that empire.

Every donation received by the Committee e

titles the donor to ten per cent of the amount

tracts, A coupon for the amount is sent with e

ery receipt, and the church treasurers, and othei

who receive these coupons, should not forget to c

der some tracts for distribution in the home co

Since a lack of knowledge (

mission labor, will not som>

awake to this great work, writ

bly of the needs of mission

auses indifference in

of those who are

: carefully and forci-

work in the world?

Let us have short, pointed articles from every one

interested in missions. Give the Brotherhood the

benefit of your reflections upon the work of saving

ouls,

nay be

th>

No. 3, at the

of the receipts for missions, the donations for

onth of December were larger than the cor-

:sponding month in 1895, by nearly Si.ooo. This

irtainly is good. True, this comes partly from
e special donations made to the Washington
eetinghouse fund, but then it-goes in with the

im total of giving, and the blessings will be the

A little boy, reared in a Christian home, said

to his mother, the evening after he was baptized,
" Oh mother, I feel so easy and good. It is so nice

to have Jesus as my brother." If that is his ex-

perience, surrounded as he is with Christian in-

fluences, what must be the flood of exaltation, when
poor, wretched, sinful, degraded man learns that

Christ may be and is his brother! What are we do-
ing to bring about that joy in the hearts of others?

Dcjru nber and December the following
sent S30 or more for the Orphanage: Aid Society
of the South Waterloo church; Penny Growers of
the First Brethren church, Philadelphia; J. C. Lah-
man, Mt. Morris, 111.; Mt. Morris Sunday school, Mt.
Morris, 111,; a brother and sister and family, Lado-
ga, Ind.; Nappanee Sunday school, Ind.; Green
Tree Sunday school, Pa. Many others have con-
tributed liberally in smaller amounts, and the work
is receiving a good support.

A brother, in a private letter to the office, writes
thus: "We have decided, in our home, to support
one orphan this year. When I see the extrava-
gance displayed among our brethren at Christmas
and New Year, spending money foolishly, loading
the tables with fat dinners that only tickle the pal-
ate and poison the blood, and the heathen go unfed
with the riches of God's grace, my soul is stirred
within me. I wonder what the reckoning will be
when the Lord of the harvest shall come. If our
non-essentials could be turned into the treasury of
the church, what a work could be accomplished for
the Lord!"

Our tracts are being more generally used than
heretofore, and this is a good indication of work
among the churches. One may preach but many
can distribute tracts judiciously and speak a kind
word for the Master. This often has more force
than a whole sermon.

This is the busy season in the Mission Rooms.
Many are paying interest on their endowment
notes, others are ordering tracts for distribution at

their series of meetings, and so the good work goes
on. We are pleased to note the promptness of

most of the brethren, who have given endowment
notes in the payment of their interest, even during
the cry of hard times. Where there is a willing

mind and an earnest desire, the child of God will

usually find some way to meet his obligation to the

Lord, though he must deprive himself of some oth-

er things in this life.

One of the latest and best books published for

the dissemination of missionary intelligence, is the
" Knights of the Labarum," by Harlan P. Beach,

Educational Secretary of the Student Volunteer
Movement, for foreign missions. It is written as a

text book for the study of those four worthy mis-

sionaries, who, through great trial and much sacri-

fice, succeeded in planting the Word in their re-

spective fields—Judson of Burmah, Duff of India,

Mackenzie of China, and Mackay of Africa. The
life of each one is treated separately and briefly,

and yet complete enough to give any one reading

the book the salient points of each one's useful-

ness. At the close of each chapter is a well-se-

lected list of books, in which the reader, who wish-

es to make a more complete study, can investigate

to his satisfaction. The book is published by the

Student Volunteer Movement, Ch cago, contains

one hundred and eleven pages, and will be mailed

to any address in a cloth binding, stiff back, for

forty cents; in a linen binding, flexible back, for

twenty -five cents. It may be ordered at this office.

I
The following article, with those that shall follow, is a part

of a series of articles which began in the Missionary Visitor

and had awakened considerable interest. The author is an

educated Hindoo, and a warm friend of Bro. Stover's.—En],

The young couple begins to live together as wife

and husband when the wife is about thirteen years

old and the husband from fifteen to twenty.

The tenth day of the bright half of the last

month, Aswin, is observed as a very auspicious

one. It is termed Dashera, from Dasltum, tenth.

On this day almost all males go as far as the boun-

dary of their respective cities, towns, or villages.

There they worship a tree, called Shami. A great

many people gather round the particular trees, and,

after paying homage to the trees, every one takes

away with him a little piece of bark, twig, or leaf

of the tree, or some of the dust on which its um-

brageous shadows fall. This they consider as gold.

They take it home and deposit it in a box, which,

as they say, becomes an illimitable store (by virtue

of the lifeless thing placed in it).

Beggarly Brahmin priests meet round the trees

to help people in their worship, and receive a

trifling remuneration in return. These Brahmins

who carry with them a bundle of Javera,—young

sprouts of wheat and rice, which a few people sow

in their houses in the beginning of the month As-

win, in honor of goddesses which they worship,

—

distribute it among the worshiping hosts. Each

worshiper fastens a small bunch of it into his own

turban. On their way home they talk about the

rich supper they are going to have that day. The

inferior go to pay respect to the superior. This

day some of the native princes sacrifice a fatted

buffalo as an offering to the goddess Maka Kali,

literally, great dark. Such is the auspicious day of

Dashera festivity, on which females at home plan

the setting apart of rooms for their newly-married

The Olilc- unti

rangsments among themselves and communicate
the news to their husbands, who tell them to look
after the affair. Sometimes it so happens that the

mother of the girl-wife shows obstinacy on her
part and the boy-husband's mother urges the point,

till a quarrel of words arises. If both the mothers
agree, so much the better. The girl is sent to her
father-in-law's in the evening, all decorated from
top to toe, but she is a girl, and does not feel at

home there. With pity have I looked upon many
a girl as she went to her husband's home, crying as

if going to a place of torment. She takes her sup-

per there and is ready to turn over a new leaf to

happiness or unhappiness, mostly the latter, for, on
account of the lack of female education, most girls

do not know how to attend to their husband's

wants.

Let me not get off the subject, These two are
placed in each other's way in a private room, to

glance, smile, talk, or conduct themselves as they
deem proper. But it is not all gold that glitters.

Is it possible that a green, unripe mango be sweet?
Would two travelers, strangers, one from India,

and one from America, talk as freely as two such
who had known each other well even before they
began to travel? Would a talkative old person en-

joy the company of a bashful maiden?
Now what I say is not concerning any individual,

but is generally true.

Sometimes the merry husband finds his wife in

the roim too cold to stir. Modesty is an orna-

ment to woman, but the ignorant husband regards

it as an offense to his august self. He may, per-

haps, choose to read, and the dull wife, instead of

listening or suggesting something else, sometimes
goes to sleep in the sacred bed in the same room.
No sooner does the husband see his wife than he
tries to avail himself of the opportunity afforded,

being alone, and he chides her, perhaps, in that,

some days before, she had had a talk with some
friend about some imperfection in him, and so the

seed of disunion is sown, and the seed continues to

grow. Sometimes the husband talks upon matters

about which the wife knows nothing. Thus they

begin to know each other at a disadvantage.

I must add that Dashera is not the only day in

which young married people begin to live togeth-

er. Some other day may also be selected after

consulting an astrologer. But Dashera being the

authorized day, no consultation is required.

I have heard my schoolmates say something like

this, that once one of them was preparing his les-

sons on Friday night, in his room, on Dashera day,

The next day being Saturday, he had to go to

school early in the morning. He was reading a

proposition in geometry, when his wife, who was
more than a match for him, came and extinguished

the light, and made him lay a-=ide his book. He
became very angry, and began to call her names.

She came up and put her hands on his mouth, and

then he bit her. She gave him a push, and alto-

gether there was such a racket that one of the

neighbors remarked the next day that he was going

to raise a storm in the teacup.

Another wife came from her father's village, a

few mi'es away and insisted on her boy husband

buying her some wrist ornaments. He had no

money, so he took a five rupee note from his fa-

ther's drawer, got it changed, and gave it to her,

His father missed the money and blamed the boy.

He confessed, and the matter became known to all

the members of the family. Similar tales and in-

cidents of an occasional whipping are not rare. I

suppose the little girl-wives do as welt as they

know, but that is not much. " A very few wives and

husbands are forlunate enough to be worthy of the

Here I close the beginning of married life to open

the more interesting account of its middle and end.

While I thus describe these and other facts, to

some of my countrymen I seem to be going against

the Hindoo customs, but I am conscious that what

I say is not only nothing short of the facts, but it is

the unveiling of a monster that its hideous form

may be exposed to the public view.

Bulsar, Ind,
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Do not fail to read the interesting news found

the missionary page this week.

Bko. H. R. Taylor is engaged in an interesting

nd promising meeting in the Dallas Center church,

Bko. W, H. Lichtv, of Waterloo, Iowa, gave us a

very interesting talk in the Chapel last Sunday

Bko. L, T. Holsjngek closed his meetings at

Mexico, lnd.,with thirteen accessions by confession

and baptism.

Bko Geo. W. Cripe is now holding some inter-

esting meetings in the Brethren's church, 183

Thirteenrh Place, Chicago.

s to the Lower Stillwater church,

Uhio, are reported as the result of a series of meet-
ings held by Bro. Geo. L. Studebaker.

When last heard from, Bro. I. D. Parker was en-

gaged in a series of meetings in Lordsburg, Cal.,

and four had made the good confession.

Bkm. C. C. Root is reported to be in the midst of

a cheering meeting at Soldier, Kans. When last

heard from, there were seven accessions,

Bro. J. W. Meivger and wife are now on the
Pacific Coast, where they will spend the remainder
of the winter. They may be addressed at Lords-
burg. Cal.

Last week we enjoyed a very pleasant call from
Bro. A. M. T. Miller, of Pickrell, Nebr. Bro. Mil-
ler is one of our most earnest Sunday school work-
ers in the West.

We need praying men and women, but especial-
ly do we need professing Christians who will live

out their prayers. People who live the way they
pray are apt to make religious life a success.

At the last Communion meeting, held in Solo-
mon's Creek congregation, Elkhart County, Ind.,
Bro. J. 11. Warstler was advanced to the eldership,
elders J. C. Murray and J. H. Miller officiating.

Sister Lizzie M. Grater, of Sterling, 111., thinks
that our people should put forth more efforts in the
various parts of the great South, where the climate
is mild, land cheap, and unsaved souls in great
numbers. She recommends Benton County, Tenn.,
m particular, and suggests that if any one can give
heed to this call, they addreno Bro. A. M. Shultz,
Wig Sandy, Tenn.

Sister Kate Johnson, of Meyersdale, Pa.,

that during the year just closed, 5,364 accessi

the church were reported in the Messenger.

Those who have ordered hymn books will exer-

cise a little patience. The books have been de-

layed in the bindery. We hope to be able to fill all

orders inside of a few days.

In one of our neighboring towns is a Sunday

school Superintendent who has been serving for

thirty-five years. A few weeks ago he was elected

Superintendent for life, so that he now has a life

lease on the office.

Bro. L, W. Teeter is now with us, conducting

interesting line of work in the Bible Term. He
cached for us in the Chapel last Sunday evening,

d is to preach each night during the week, re-

tining over next Sunday.

Eld. Christian F. Martin, of Naperville, 111.,

passed away last week in his seventy-ninth year.

He had retired from active duties, and was awaiting

the call to come up higher, when I

came. Peace be to his ashes and rest to his soul

The home ministers at Markleysburg, Pa., are

now in the midst of a series of meetings at the

Asher Glade house, expecting to commence anoth-

er soon, at the Bethel house. A meeting in that

church has just closed with eleven

Our next issue will be one of more than ordinary

interest. It will contain answers' from sixteen

brethren and sisters to the following question:

"When a child joins the Brethren church, does that change
the relation between parent and child? Is the parent obliged

lay aside the rod of correction, and resort to Matt. 18: 15-23

a means of government in the family?
"

tid that the t of the in Cii

nati, Ohio, are run by members of the Roman Cath-

olic Church, and that they are kept open seven

days out of the week. What kind of a reflection is

this on the religion of the Pope? Comment is un-

necessary.

Solomon says, "A merry heart doeth good like a

medicine: but a broken spirit drieth the bones."

Prov. 17:22. We need more cheerful hearts, and
then we will have less broken spirits. Blessed is the

Christian who has the cheerful heart, and whose
cheerfulness is manifested on all suitable occasions.

Last April twelve children in Arizona were given

fifteen cents each, to use to the best advantage in

making money for the Lord's cause. Some invest-

ed their money in one way, and some in another,

and last Christmas they handed in gio 80 as the re-

sult of their efforts. That is one good way of do-

ing missionary work.

Last week we received a well-addressed envelope
containing only a sheet of blank paper, white and
clean. It reminded us of those people who are en-

deavoring to keep themselves spotless and pure by
doing nothing. We spread out the sheet and wrote
this item on it, and we trust that it will now do a

little good. Woe unto the blank lives! The man
who buried his one talent had only a blank to

hand over to his Master. Are any of our readers
approaching the judgment with only a blank in

their hands?

Encouraging reports come from many parts of

the Brotherhood. Hundreds are being added to

our ranks, and it causes the angels of heaven to re-

joice, as well as the saints upon the earth. These
accessions bring additional responsibilities to the
church, and especially to the officers, who are ex-
pected to look after the spiritual interest of the
new converts, and develop them for Christ. It is

here that we fear many of us are neglecting our
duty. We fail to understand, as we should, the im-
portance of feeding and caring for the flock of the

One of our exchanges speaks of "ornamental

pastors," having reference to preachers who are

willing to work with zeal for the churches in any.

thing that does not make it necessary for them tc

soil their hands, etc. We sometimes wonder if we

have any ornamental elders, preachers, deai

etc. What do you think of it?

In some parts of Pennsylvania there is consider-

able anxiety concerning the disappearance of Bro.

Jonas H. Price, of Richlandtown, Pa. He left his

home Jan. 7 for Philadelphia, and has not been

heard of since. All kinds of rumors are afloat con

cerning his mysterious disappearance. It is gener-

ally supposed that he has been foully dealt with.

We learn that Bro. Davis Younce, of Syrai

Ind., passed over the river of death Jan. it and was

buried the next day. Bro. Younce was not so

widely known among our people, but he is spoken

of as a man of piety, deep convictions, and a minis-

ter of great earnestness and considerable ability,

He goes to his long home, leaving many devoted

friends to follow later on.

We would like to impress our readers with tht

thought that it is our purpose to be absolutely im

partial in the handling of matter sent us for pub
lication. Our purpose is to fill the paper, fron

week to week, with the very best matter we hav<

on hand, having due regard, at all times, for vari

ety, and that requiring an early insertion. A goot

paper is not made by an editor publishing every

thing that comes to his desk, but by giving only

the best. So keep on sending your matter, but be

contented to leave us to select that which is th>

more likely to instruct and edify. No one should

feel offended if his communications do not appear,

for that is something which now and then happens

to the best of writers.

THE NEW TESTAMENT BAPTISMS.

In the New Testament six baptisms are men-

tioned; the baptism of Moses, that of John, the

baptism of suffering, the baptism of water and the

ism of the Holy Ghost. To these must yet be

added the baptism of penitent believers, which is to

be administered for the remission of sins, " into the

name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the

Holy Ghost." John's baptism and the latter may
be considered the same in origin, design and mode,

and is also typified by the baptism of Moses in the

cloud and in the sea. The two that should concern

us most, are the one contained in the baptismal for-

mula, and the baptism of the Spirit. The former is

intended for the body, and the latter for the soul;

the one is outward and the other inward.

All those who have accepted Jesus as the long-

promised Messiah, whether convinced under the

preaching of John, the preaching of Jesus himself,

or the preaching of the apostles and others, had to

submit to the rite of Christian baptism, in order to

be assured of the pardon of their sins, and an ad-

mission into the church upon the earth. To
those who thus submitted to the sacred rite, was

the promise of the Holy Ghost, which the apostles

first received in power on the Day of Pentecost.

Thus being filled with the Spirit, and being brought

mpletely under its influence, was their baptism

the Spirit. The same promise is extended to all

penitent believers, who will properly follow the in-

structions of Jesus.

The baptism with fire, however, is intended sole-

ly for the sinners, and in the New Testament fire

baptism is mentioned alone in that connection.

This may be seen by referring to Matt. 3: n, 12,

and Luke 3: 16, 17. In both of these citations

reference is made to the gathering of the wheat in-

to the garner, and the burning of the chaff with

fire. John was preaching to a mixed multitude,—
the good and bad. Some were denominated as the

generation of vipers. Such should be hewn dov.n
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and cast into the fire. This was their baptism.

When Mark (i: 8) mentions the affair, he refers to

but one class of people,—the converted,—and he

also names only the baptism of the Spirit. So it

will be noticed that the two baptisms are named

only when the two classes of people are considered.'

Additional proof of this may be derived from Acts

1: 5, where only the apostles are kept in view, and

the baptism of the Holy Ghost alone is mentioned.

On the Day of Pentecost the apostles received this

baptism, and when Cornelius and his household

had the Spirit poured out on them, some time later,

the circumstance reminded Peter of the baptism

promised by John and confirmed to them on Pente-

cost.

All these facts taken together, and considered in

the proper light, do most assuredly show that,

when the saints alone were under consideration,

mention of the Holy Ghost baptism was made, and

the fire was referred to only at the time when a

mixed crowd was considered.

We are still to teach the sinner that it is his duty

to believe on the Lord Jesus, to repent of his sins,

and be " baptized into the name of the Father, and

of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." We are, also,

to teach him, that to every truly-converted person,

is the baptism of the Holy Ghost promised, and

that he is to be under the influence of this power

only in the proportion that he can yield himself to

the Spirit. Then we are, also, to warn him, that if

he will not accept the reasonable terms of pardon,

offered by Jesus, nothing but the baptism of fire

awaits him. He is to be hewn down, and cast into

the fire. He is to be gathered up as chaff and

burned. The righteous are to be gathered as grain

into the garner, but the wicked, as chaff, will be cast

into everlasting fire. J. H. m.

could ha

suppose
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would have been shocked when the sad news came
that he had been beheaded! How they would have

wept on hearing that James had been beaten to

death with a fuller's club at Jerusalem, and that

another James, the brother of John, had been

killed by Herod with the sword! Then, how their

hearts would have been filled with intense sor-

row, on hearing of the killing of first one apos-

tle, and then the other, as the years went by!

It may be that persecution would have come
to their own door, taking away first one of their

kindred, and then another. They would have

heard of false brethren, of the corruptions in many
of the churches, until life would have been one

round of sorrow and deep distress. It would have

required all the fortitude at command to keep the

faith, and remain firm, respecting the teachings of

the Master.

After contemplating these things, do any of our

readers feel that they would yet prefer to have

lived during the middle of the first century? If

they do, they view liberty and favorable surround-

ings differently from the way we are impressed.

While we thank the Lord for the grand work, done

by the tried and true during the apostolic age, and

for the faithful record of their labors, transmitted

to us in the New Testament, we also thank him for

the religious liberties and privileges with which we

are favored, and we do most devoutly thank him

that v/e have been permitted to live in this age, as

well as in this part of the world, and pray him that,

while enjoying such favors, we may so spend our

years as to be numbered among the redeemed in

the kingdom to come. j. H. M,

THIS, OR THE APOSTOLIC AQE?

few people, who think that everything in

-ch is now going wrong, wish that they

lived in the time of the apostles. Well,

:se people could have lived in Jerusa-

lem, or one of the cities of Palestine, during that

time, what then? Would they have been willing

to sell their lands and houses, and give the money
to the apostles for the poor?

Then, when the persecution arose about Stephen,

we wonder how they would have felt, What would

have been their feelings, when the persecutor, Saul,

went from housp to house, arresting all those who
professed faith in Jesus? How sad would they

have been, on having to leave the old mother

church on account of persecution, and settle in

some city among strangers! While at Jerusalem

they could have enjoyed the pleasure of hearing

the apostles preach regularly a few years, but, later

on, they would have been deprived of this privi-

lege, and might have seen an apostle a few times

only, for these apostles traveled much, and could

remain in the different localities only a short time.

They might have had the Old Testament to read,

and it would have cost them more money than

people of even moderate circumstances could have

afforded in those days. But they could not have

enjoyed the pleasure of reading the New Testa-

ment, for it was not yet completed. Their only

hymn book would have been the Psalms. They
would have had no publication, like the Mess
ger, or any other paper, to read.

Then, just think of the sad news they would h
heard, and of their experiences! They might have
seen Paul beaten and stoned in the public streets

and on the commons, and left for dead, with his

clothes all covered with blood. They might have
heard of his imprisonment at Jerusalem, and then,

for months, learned of him being before this, that

and the other ruler, and finally lost sight of him
when sent a prisoner to Rome. Then how" they

MAKINQ INFIDELS.

THE OLD HORSE.

The Church and Her Aged AUnlsters.—A Parable.

"And unto what shall we liken her?" The
lurch is like unto a man who had a family horse

In this enlightened country are many unbelie

for whom the churches are mainly responsible.

The pulpit fails to teach as the Scriptures require,

while not a few ministers do not practice even the

few good things they preach. Then, on the other

hand, the members are not living up to their pro-

fession. The non-professor sees that neither the

preaching nor the practice of the church accord

with the plain teachings of the Bible, and, for that

reason, he has no confidence in Christianity.

He knows what the Scriptures demand of those

who accept them, but because those, who do seem

to accept them, are very little, if any, better than

the better class of worldly people, he is led to

think that there is very little in religion at any rate.

A man of this class was handed a copy of the

doctrinal issue of the Messenger, and urged to

give it a careful reading. He did so, and said it

was the best paper he ever read, for it agreed so

well with the teachings of the Bible. In all proba-

bility he is like thousands of others. He has little

confidence in the Word of God, for the reason that

most of the professing Christians do not have con-

fidence enough in it themselves to obey its teach-

ings.

What we need to-day, as much as any other one

thing, is a people whose lives are in harmony with

both the letter and the spirit of the Gospel. Our

ministers want to be careful what they preach, and

how they preach. They want to preach the Word

just as it stands in the Book, and be certain to en-

dorse all of it. Then, they must practice what they

preach. The members must seek a still higher life

than what is found in most of the churches. They

must get rid of the love and practice of those

things unbecoming devout men and women, and

seek to become commendable followers of the meek

and lowly Jesus. Their daily lives must accord with

the New Testament. If these things were done as

they should be, we would have fewer infidels in the

world, and many more Christians a great deal bet-

which h id served them well for many y :ars. but

has now grown old. His teeth are w ill Vvorn, his

eyes arc getting di n, hi s strength is fai ing, and
his days of usefulne sare past.

What shall we do with old Ned? n council it

was de( ided: This will ve do. We vill sell him,

or we v ill turn him out to the comm to shift

for him elf and die Ir his place u c w 11 get a

young horse that w 11 be adapted to our purpose

and do is service.

You may ask, What doth this mean, ind will you
not give the interpretation thereof? Yes, we will,

because the likeness thereof has been, in some
cases, so real that we have been greatly impressed

with it, though we confess that the parable, in the

comparison, does injustice to the family rather

than to the church, not because we think it ought

to be so, or that it is the wish, on the part of any

church, that it should be so, but because we don't

think, and fail to appreciate how much service we
have received from our aged ministers who have

given their life-blood for the cause and to build up

the church.

;h cases that

up to speak

ter than the

chu*-fches.

ntes: feund in tht

Of late we have come in touch

aroused our sympathies and stirrcc

that which we have been made to feel. We do it

the more freely because we do not belong to this

church, neither are we the old horse turned out in

the commons, and if the Lord continues to smile

upon us, we do not expect to be, as far as home,

food and raiment are concerned, at least. But we

are all members of the same body, and, therefore,

10 one member can suffer without all of us feei-

ng the shock, more or less, in proportion as we feel

:he nearness of the relation,

We may try to make ourselves believe that there

s not much of such a feeling on the part of our

aged ministers. This is because we have been

keeping our eyes and hearts closed to their condi-

ns and the circumstances by which they are sur-

mded. Such aged ones have feelings of self-

pect, as well as others, and it would be a very

delicate thing for them to express what they feel.

They suppress their thoughts and bear their heart-

aches. There is nothing that the aged minister

needs and appreciates more than an expression of

sympathy and a show of gratitude for services ren-

dered. This service may have been simple and

poor enough, but they did what they could with

the little help and encouragement given them

by those who called them and placed the heavy re-

sponsibilities upon them.

Brethren, do you t

you cast your lot to pla

try? When we th

ties upon the shoi

to be our firm rest

to him such help ;

active service and in his declining years.

It is not only the aged and neglected ministers

that have such feelings, but his wife, and even his

children, sometimes feel it even more keenly than

he. We have, in our mind, just now, at least four

such cases. Several of them feel it so keenly that

it is sapping their souls of the Christian vitality

that they so much need, to sustain them in their

declining years. We have heard these feelings

expressed from trembling lips, faltering tongue and

tear-dimmed eyes.

Brethren, is it any wonder that our young men

should hesitate to accept the call, and entrust

their future, their family and their old age, to the

charities of the benevolent, with the picture of the

ld and Hiscarded hors. before their eyes? You

er thi (ik what yoi do when

pi aceyour broth. r in the minis-

ush :lp to place su hr spor sibili-

ilde sof ur fellow ma n, it ought

lve to sta nd by h m nd ender

11 be lecded. t oth duringhis
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say: "Why not trust the Lord?" Yes, this is all

right, but when we trust in the Lord to care for us,

we do it through the church, because it is through

the church that the Lord works, and when the

church ceases to do its work, the Lord has no fur-

ther use for it.

But is our comparison too strongly drawn? Let

us see! Think a moment! Can any of you think

of the old family horse that served so well your fa-

ther or grandfather? How did they treat him, and

what did they do with him when he got too old to

do the needed work?

Well do we remember the days, when, in our

childish joys, we saw grandfather coming, riding

on his prancing "Possum," the family horse that,

for years, had carried him over the mountains and

hills to the different places where he preached

from Sunday to Sunday. But he, like all horses,

grew old and older, so the time came when the

question was raised: What shall we do with " Pos-

sum?" Shall we sell him? No, he shall not go in-

to the hands of those who would abuse him or fail

to take care of him in his old age. He had been

too faithful a servant to get such treatment. As

grandfather was quite old, as well as his horse, his

request was that Possum should be kept on the

old farm, and tenderly cared for until his death.

In summer he was to roam in the pasture field, at

his own free will, and during the winter he was to

be well fed in his own warm and well-protected

stall. We also think of a number of other family

horses that were thus provided for when they were

old and could be of no more service to their mas-

ters.

Was this right? Certainly it was. It was the

expression of appreciation for services rendered.

We are informed of cases in which men have re-

membered their horses and dogs in their wills and

provided for them all that money could afford

them during life. If men so show their apprecia-

tion for the dumb brutes that serve them in their

way, what should be the attitude of the church

towards their aged ministers, who labored long and

faithfully in administering to their spiritual good

and comfort, and faced rain, snow and storm, that

the appointments might be filled, and the cause of

the Master enlarged? To treat him worse than

humane men treat their family horse, or their faith-

ful dog, would be a shame to any church. The
church should see that these aged ones and their

wives have comfortable homes and are so well pro-

vided for that want may not be staring them in the

fac», or the question be raised, What shall become
of mother when I am gone? It is not enough that

they should be provided with a house in which to

live, clothes to wear and food to eat. Show them
that you love them, and that you appreciate them
for the services already rendered. Love and kind-

ly recognition means a thousand times more to

the aged ones than food and raiment. And, then,

it is the natural and easy thing to do. Not to do

it is unnatural, unkind and unchristian.

While we thus speak for the aged ones, we also

speak for the good of our young ministers. There
is no way in which we can give more encourage-

ment to our young ministers than to kindly remem-
ber and care for the aged ones. This is the end-

ing of us all, and knowing this, we are willing to

labor and suffer, if needs be, that we may enjoy
in the t «ng.

One of our ministers, in the West, who takes a

special interest in the ministerial meetings in his

District, writes that it seems to him that he has
just awakened from a long sleep. He realizes that

our people are entering upon a new era of wonder-
ful possibilities. We are pleased to learn that a

number of our ministers are realizing this very im-
portant fact.

—* HOME + AND FAMILY *-~-

[ SHALL BE SATISFIED.

Nut here! not herel Not where the sparkling waters

Fade into mocking sands as we draw near;

Where in the wilderness, each footstep falters,

I shall be satisfied; but oh! not here!

There is a land where every pulse is thrilling

With rapture earth's sojourners may not know,

Where heaven's repose the weary heart is stilling,

And peacefully life's storm-tossed currents flow.

Satisfied? satisfied? The spirit's yearning

For sweet companionship with kindred minds,

The silent love that here meets no returning,

The inspiration which no language finds,

—

I shall be satisfied. The soul's vague longings,

The aching void which nothing earthly fills,—

Oh! what desires upon my aoul are thronging

As I look upward to the heavenly hills.

Thither my weak and weary step»are tending;

Savior and Lord, with thy frail child abide.

Guide me toward home, where all my wanderings ended,

I then shall see Thee, and "be satisfied."

//arbor Springs, Mich.

WHAT TO SAY.

Many people are at a loss what to talk about

when entertaining a guest, especially if the guest

be a minister, or some other person of honorable

position, yet they feel that they must talk, and,

fating to think readily of any other interesting

subject, after making some comments upon the

weather, they begin talking about their neighbors.

There is nothing wrong in all this, so long as

we speak as becometh saints. But the moment
the weather, we should

we forget the

:ion our neigh-

that we forget wh
drop that subject; and the

olde should c

There are many beautiful things pertaining to

"the weather" if we would only look closely for

them. Those who observe the glories thus dis-

played, generally behold the beauty thereof in si-

lent wonder and worshipful delight, while those

who close their eyes to all the beauties of nature,

are generally the persons who have most to say

about " the weather."

Let us be very careful how we speak, lest we be
found complaining against our All-wise Maker.
Can we not give htm praise in all these things?

When I go out in the evening, and behold the

beautiful stars, I think of the One who created all

these wonderful things, and holds them in place.

How great is he!

Then, when I realize his greatness, which is far

beyond human comprehension, I think of his ten-

der care over the smallest and most unworthy of

his creatures. The tiny insect,—the bee and but-

terfly and ant,—how he provides for them! The
birds, the flowers, the trees,—yes, every plant and
every specimen of animal life—all are cared for.

As I think of my unworthy self, full of sinfulness,

and unable to do any good thing (save that he in

his great mercy doeth these things through me), I

realize what man is. Still God loves and cares for

us,—every one. Not even a hair of our heads will

escape his loving notice.

When the beautiful, golden sun shines upon us to

give us life, health, warmth, light and beauty, I

feel grateful that he placed it there. When the
pearly drops of rain fall upon the' earth to refresh

it, I think of the angels in heaven that do rejoice

over one sinner that repenteth. It seems like an-

gels' tears of sympathy falling upon us.

When the beautiful snow comes, it reminds me
of all that is pure, and of the glistening robes
which the glorified wear. When the wind sighs
gently about the house, it reminds me of the rust-

ling of angels' wings, as they flit about us, ready to

do us good. When the storm rages outside, I feel

safe and cozy in the shelter that my Father has
provided. I feel glad that he ever affords us pro-
tection, so that we may feel secure in his kind care.

January 23, 1897.

Even those of us who are not blessed with much
learning, can think of these things, and it is far

better to speak of the good, the beautiful, the love-

ly, than to find fault.

How it seems to warm the chilled heart of the

formal caller, when we mention some pleasant

speech that a certain one has made; when we tell

them of some kind word that a neighbor has spo-

ken; when we recount some simple deed of kind-

ness, done by a humble friend or brother; when
we tell of some good woman's noble, yet silent sac-

rifice for another's benefit; when we tell of some
one's self-denial, for parents, brothers and sisters;

when we tell of some boy's generosity, some man's
faithfulness, some mother's undying love, some
father's untiring toil for a cherished one, some min-
ister's good sermon that melted the hearts of the

hearers, some deacon's kindly advice, that rescued

a precious soul, some teacher's earnest plea that

made a gentleman of a wayward youth, some class-

mate's timely sympathy, that brightened a home-
sick soul.

Oh, there are so many good things to speak
about! Why do we look at the ugly pictures in

life, and try to stamp them upon the living souls of

those about us? There are beauties in all nature.

Talk of the beautiful things. Crime and fraud are

not beautiful, nor pure and lovely.

Make the souls about you beautiful, joyful and
good, by talking of things that are most pleasant

to hear. When we are entertaining a minister, or

any one else, it is not helpful to our guest to be
compelled to listen to a history of all the neigh-

bors' faults, dishonest dealings and shortcomings.

It is not even helpful to have continually poured
into his (or her) listening ears, the lamentableness

and sure destruction of all the erring members of

other denominations. It does not help one to pre-

pare a good sermon, nor does it help^to draw souls

to Jesus, to have the false teachings and erroneous
doctrine of some other class or denomination con-
tinually held up to their view.

It is far better to allow a ?iy guest (especially a

minister) a little time to himself, for prayer,

thought or study. Ministers do not need, nor do
they wish, to be entertained all the time. They will

enjoy their visit better, and do much better work, if

allowed a little privacy. Then, when they are in-

clined to talk, let us speak of pleasant things, beau-
tiful things, lovely things. Let us mention the
good traits of our neighbors, and the wonderful
mercy and goodness of God! Let us speak of the
joy that we feel in serving him and the profitable-

ness of such service. Instead of speaking of the
great opposition that we have to contend with, let

us mention the wonderful help that we have! In-

stead of showing the srnallness of any possibility

of doing good, let us look at and present the bright
side of the picture. Our guest will be cheered,
warmed, encouraged and helped, and will be able
to do much more for the Savior, than otherwise.

"Let your conversation be without covetous-
ness." Heb. 13: 5. " Let your conversation be as
it becometh the gospel of Christ." Philpp 1: 27.
" For our conversation is in heaven." Philpp. 3, 20.
" Be thou an example of the believers in word, in

conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity."

1 Tim. 4: 12. "Who is a wise man and endued
with knowledge among you? Let him show out of

a good conversation his works with meekness and
wisdom." James 3: 13 (Please read the whole
chapter.) "As he which hath called you is holy,
so be ye holy, in all manner of conversation."

1 Pet. 1: 15. "What manner of persons ought ye
to be, in all holy conversation and godliness " 2

Pat. 3:11.

Dear ones, let us remember that " unto the pure
all things are pure." Let us show - our purity
by pure conversation! If we, who represent Christ
to the world, will only show the goodness, the gen-
tleness, the meekness, humility, mercy and love of

Jesus Christ, in our own daily words and actions,

both at home and abroad, in the pulpit and at the
side, and whe uls

htm, and win a crown in heaven. Let us always
bear in mind that we are to represent a merciful
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Savior'to a dying people. We can represent him

in mercy, but not in judgment, for he says, "Judge

not." Matt. 7: 1-5-

We must avoid foolish and unlearned questions,

knowing that they gender strifes, " and the servant

of the Lord must not strive, but be gentle unto all

men, apt to teach, patient, in meekness instructing

those that oppose themselves." 2 Tim. 2: 24.

" Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true,

whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things

thing
any

Prov.

.tsoever things are pure,

-ely, whatsoever things are

be 'any virtue, and if th

praise, think on these things." Philpp.

As a man " thinketh in his heart so is

23: 7, and "out of the abundance of the heart the

mouth speaketh." Luke 6: 45. "By thy words

thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt

be condemned." Matt. 12: 37. Let us have the

Word of God hidden in our hearts, for it is pure

and true! It will furnish plenty of good material

for profitable conversation. Among those who do

not wish to hear pure words, "silence is golden."

-*~* CORRESPONDENCE *->•-

Notice to the Churches in Eastern Pennsylvania.

There was an election of officers held to elect

trustees to the "Home for the Homeless," and the

choice fell on Benj. Z. Eby, H. E. Light (elders);

T. F. Imler and I. W. Taylor (ministers); Samuel

Wenger and M K. Henry (deacons). Bro. S. R.

Zug, being the elder of the church where the Home
is located, is a permanent trustee. By the organi-

zation the following positions were assigned: Eld.

B. Z. Eby, of Manheim, Fa., Foreman; H. E Light,

of Mountville, Pa., Secretary, and Samuel R. Weng-

er, of Talmage, Lancaster Co., Pa., Treasurer. All

the solicitors will please note that all the donations

and loans are to be forwarded no later than March

15, to the Treasurer, Samuel R. Wenger, Talmage,

Lancaster Co., Pa., who will receipt for the same.

H, E. Light, Sec.

Mountville, Pa., Jan. 6.

-U=LhJ GOSPEL IMIIESSIEnsra-IEIR,-

you have completed

often wish to refer.

Bridge-water, Va.

From the Flat Rock Church, Va.

Nov. 7, Bro. Samuel Driver, of the Barren Ridge

congregation, commenced a series of meetings at

the Timberville church, in the Flat Rock congre-

gation, Rockingham Co., Va. He closed the meet-

ings on Sunday, Nov. 22, having preached, in all,

nineteen sermons. At first the congregations were

small, but they increased in numbers, and the meet-

ings closed with a j,
rood interest. Four united with

the church by baptism, and two were reclaimed,

Bro. Driver remained with the members for three

days, looking after the interests of the church.

He suggests to churches that anticipate holding a

series of meetings, to read and study well the two

following chapters: 2 Cor. 13 and 1 Thess. 5.

In the editorial notes, Gospel Messenger No.

49< Page 7?6< 'he note concerning Bro. Driver's

meetings, should read so as to state that nine were

added to the Cook's Creek congregation, Va., dur-

ing the meetings, recently held at the Dry Run
Mission by Bro. Driver. N. Walter Coffman.

Barrett Ridge, Va,,Jan. 2.

Save Your "Messengers."

We get good instruction from many
chiefly from the Bible. In the Bible we have the

general principles of the plan of salvation given us

from the pen of inspired writers.

In the consummation of this great law, " he gave

some apostles, and some prophets, and some evan-

gelists, and some teachers." Eph. 4: ri. It is

their work to administer to the spiritual need of

fallen man.

Aside from these ardent Christian workers, we
have the pen ministers of to-day, who, most assur-

edly, cannot be considered inferior to the minister

who inspires us from the pulpit. These silent

workers, in their brief and effective way, issue to us

the Bread of Life, through the press, by compiling

books and contributing to our periodicals and our

religious journals such information, as could not be

delivered practicably from the pulpit. Greater

depths of thought can thus be reached and larger

fields covered, Perplexing problems may be pro-

pounded and discussed. Hidden things may be
revealed, and light thrpwn upon the darkness of

our hearts.

The Gospel Messenger is silent but powerful,
m ministering to us the tidings of peace. Once a

week it comes to us, laden with the product of the
active talent of our church.

Save your Messengers! Lend them to your
neighbors, and ask them to kindly return the pa-
pers after they are through with them. At the
end of the year, arrange them systematically and,
by some simple method, bind them together, and

Friendly Criticism.

Criticism, when rendered in the proper spirit,

and for the purpose of pointing out erroneous

ideas, improper expressions, gestures, or what not,

may be allowable and result in good.

In the many excellent articles, appearing in the

Brethren's periodicals, I have, upon several occa-

sions, noticed that the writers do not make the

distinction that should be made, in order to a cor-

rect understanding of the two circumstances, when

alluding to the shepherds, to whom the an-

nouncement was made of the birth of Christ, and

the visit of the wise men from the East. Some
writers, and even ministers, get the two circum-

stances so intermingled as to make it appear that

both took place at the same time. One will pre-

sent the idea that the shepherds gave gifts to the

babe; others, that the wise men found the babe ly-

ing in the manger, wrapped in swaddling-clothes.

Now this is all wronff, and if our children in Sun-

day school are so instructed, no marvel if they

grow up with wrong ideas in regard to the matter.

It is evident, from the Bible history given, that

the two circumstances were some weeks, at least,

apart, and it is not at all improbable but what the

child may have been a year, or more, of age when the

wise men visited him. They found the child with

its mother in the house, not in a stable, or while the

child lay in a manger. The wise men, most likely,

had a thousand miles ,0 come, and in those days

travel was by slow methods. Their visit was, no

doubt, after the child had been circumcised. The

very fact that the edict of Herod was to the effect

that all children of the age of two yean and under

were killed, or at least, the order so given, shows

that the time given by the wise men dated back

some time. It is not probable that such a jealous

king would have waited very long to carry out his

murderous project, after the wise men had visited

him. The phrase, "when Jesus was born" does

not necessarily mean the day, week or month, but

the period in the history of the world when it oc-

curred. The historical account was penned many

years after the actual occurrence took place.

J. S. Flory.

Los Angeles, Cal.

From *he Thornapple Church, Mich.

This church spent Christmas Day and evening

very pleasantly, by meeting for a Communion serv-

ice. The number of visiting members was not so

large as usual, but those who met enjoyed a season

of refreshing. Bro. Jacob Rarick, of North Man-

chester, Ind., and Bro. John M. Smith, of Wood-

land, were the only visiting ministers from other

churches. The evening services were very impres-

sive. It seemed to be a feast of deep, spiritual en-

59

joyment. There was preaching by the brethren on
the two days following,—both forenoon and even-
ing. Monday morning, D.-c. 28, we met for spe-

cial Bible study, with Bro. Jacob Rarick as instruct-

or. He used the "Bible Geography" and "Re-
vised Normal Lessons," in connection with some
outline charts, as helps to study the Bible. There
were two sessions each day, from 9: 30 to 11:30 A.
M„ and 6 to 8 P. M., closing on Saturday evening,

Jan. 2. We believe these special Bible terms, con-

ducted by brethren fully in sympathy with the

church, in her faith and practice, will prove to be
a power for good. They will give an opportunity

to make many practical applications of truth from
the events studied, and will open the way for a sys-

tematic study of the Holy Scriptures in our homes.
The "Life of Christ" was the principal line of

study. We know much good seed was sown, and
if we heed the text used on Sunday evening,—John
13: 17,—the labor will not have been in vain.

Peter B. Messner.
Campbell, Mich, Jan. 4.

From Liberty Church, III.

At our last council-meeting, held Dec. 5, it was
decided to hold Communion services on Christmas

eve. As Eld. Geo. W. Cripe and Bro. John Ar-

nold had arranged to be with us on Wednesday
evening, Dec, 23, a fair audience assembled at the

church, and Bro. Arnold preached an excellent

sermon. On Christmas eve we held our Com-
munion services. There were sixty-three commu-
nicants. We had truly a " feast of love," by which

we were strengthened and built up in the cause of

the Master. Brethren H. W. Strickler, W. R. Lier-

ly, and B. F. Britt were also with us. Bro. Arnold

officiated, assisted by Eld Cripe.

A number of visitors were present at the love

feast services. We also had services on Christmas,

at II A. M. Bro. Arnold did the preaching, re-

ning with us over Lord's Day. During his vis-

it with us he preached six sermons, holding forth

the Word with power. We were favored with good

sather and excellent roads. Robert B, Cakr.

Dec.31.
.

#

Thoughts on Mission Work.

In Gospel Messenger No. 50 you attribute lib-

eral donations from members at mission points to

proper training. This liberality is perhaps due

more to their isolated condition, and because they

see the importance of greater efforts in the spread-

ing of the Gospel. Many a one, after emigrating

to a new country, got a new inspiration along this

line. If the hundreds, who are now at ease in Zion,

with inconvenient church privileges, were to emi-

grate to an isolated place, they would give dollars,

where they now only give cents to the mission

cause. We could refer to numbers in whom such

changes were wrought, and such liberality may al-

so be found in Texas where the members are few,

and where they see the great importance of doing

miss-ion work. The Blue Mound church, Tarrant

Co., is principally composed of two families. Not-

withstanding the drought and hard times 515.00

has been contributed for mission purposes, and

besides this they saved the Mission Board over

S12.00 in car fare, by taking their missionary to and

from his mission points by private conveyance.

Emigration increases the missionary spirit, and

the best method yet tested for the spreading of the

Gospel is by emigration, and what has proven a

success must be right. Texas is a large mission

field and it is surprising how many persons we meet

with who have never heard of such a people as the

Brethren. Since our arrival here I have often won-

dered why our brethren, instead of emigrating to

the cold regions of the North, do not come here

and possess this goodly land, with its mild and

healthful climate, where land is rich and cheap,

and where a variety of crops can be raised close to

good markets. So far, this winter we have had no

snow and very little cold weather. While I am

writing, Dec. 22, we have no fire and are comforta-

ble, though all the doors are standing open. 1 do
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not write to advertise the sale of lands,

a view of inviting the attention of those

homes, to this section of country, and th

spread the Gospel, J. F. F

Fort Worth, Tex.

leeking

eby to

My Programme for the Future.

At present, my place of work is in Frankl

County, Va. I have been in the Bethlehem ar

Old Brick churches, and will spend the ne:

three weeks in the Antioch and other congreg

tions, and reach Roanoke City by Jan, 30. I wi

great

spend a few weeks

childri

the :ity, with the Fathe

return to Botetourt County, and

spend a few weeks with the good people of Be-

thesda and Cloverdale. I want to be in the Second
District of Virginia by the first of April, and work
as the Lord may direct. 1 would like to spend
May in Maryland. For the month of February

address me at Roanoke, Va., in care of P. S. Miller.

During March address me at Bonsacks, Va., in

care of B, F. Moomaw. A. Hutchison.

Jan, p.

Prom the Pueblo Mission Field, Colo.

Bro, Geo. E. Studebak
staid until Dec. 21. He
cheering sermons. While there v

sions, much good seed was sown w
much fruit, we hope, ere long. S
had a permanent minister, they wc

us. As this is a new Held the doctr:

many. We held meetings one we
(Artman P. O.), and one week at

miles east. There appeared to be n

the latter place.

During our meetings we held a

was a feast indeed. It has been

ached nineteen

hich will bring

:k at Vineland

paid for railroad fare alone, by those

distance, would more than pay the

holding a Normal for the benefit of a number of

churches located close together.

There is quite a demand for Normal Bible work
among the churches, as the advantages accruing
are becoming known. The Plattsburg congrega-
tion decided to continue the Normal, as it was out-

lined, and unanimously elected Bro. D. A. Shirk as

their leader, who had attended our Normals before

and is familiar with the work.

Bro. D. L. Miller was with us four days and gave
is some of his very interesting Bible talks, which

h to the interest of the meeting,

ee were baptized during the Normal, and oth-
:re manifestly almost persuaded.

S. Z. Sharp.

From the Des Moines Valley Church, Iowa.

Not any-

ith

iddcd ,

feast. It

arly

years since wife and I had the privilege of partak-

ing of the sacred emblems. The services were en-
tirely new to one young sister. While there were
only five members, besides the elder, gathered
around the Lord's Table, yet we had the same
promise as if there had been hundreds.

Brethren, who is there that will come and keep
up the work while Bro. Studebaker is absent?

R. A. Patterson.
Jan. 5.

The Plattsburg Bible Normal.

We have just closed one of the most interesting

Plattsburg, Mo.,

le ninth year we

Jan. 9 we held our quarterly counci
thing of an unkind nature has occurred
cils for nearly two years. They seen
spiritual feasts. At
elder, as the present

about May 1. Eld. I

turned from Colorado

the lot fell on him by
er, of Maxwell, Iowa, was witl

iated for us as Moderator. Bt

of the same place, also rendered sc

sistance. Another pleasant featui

ence of Eld. Geo. A. Shambergi
Moines City, which constitutes a

grcgation). He preached for us

10. His texts were, Rom. 8: 16, j

ing, and 2 Cor. 4: 17 at night. Sa
Ankcny, Iowa, Jan. II.

icli.

away

late

intends

Goughi

living among us again,

mous vote. Bro. S. C.

us, and kindly

3. G. W. Gibson,

me valuable as-

e was the pres-

r (now of Des
part of our coi

an Sunday, Ja

7, in the mor.

huel Bowser.

The Florida Mission.

Dec. 16

ch, two
. Lahn
1 talk (

rolled \

in the fiv

youth,

:ver held, and this is

le work of this kind,

5 ninety-two, and the scope of the work
jraced Old Testament History, as found
: books of Moses, the Life of Christ, as
:he four Gospels, embracing his infancy,

anhood, ministry, his journeys and his
work; the week of passion, and the day of cruci-
fixion; Old Testament geography; New Testament
geography; the relation of the Old Testament to
New illustrated; the events in the week of
illustrated by chart, shoi

eat the Jewish passover, and that he was actually
three days and three nights in "the heart of the
earth," as prophesied in Matt, 12: 40, and as the
Jews reckoned time.

Sunday school work; the Old Testament institu-

paSMon

tions;

of Christ; doctrinal

pentance, Baptism, Convers
Scripture and hymn-reading,

the building

bjects, such

all

if the church

is Faith, Re-

ed atten-

Some may wonder how so much work can be
done in two weeks? We answer, By devoting the
evenings to study and the days to recitation. We
have for many years, held Bible Normals in
connection with our school work, but found that
both we and our students labored under difficul-
ties. Students who had all the studies they could
carry, could avail themselves of only a limited
amount of the advantages offered by the Normal,
and when the evenings were devoted to sermons,
the students had either to neglect some regular

prepare indifferently, Then the amount

ries of meetings at the

les north of Hawthorn,
as with us during the meetings,

usalem, and preached one ser-

On Christmas Day we baptized five dear
s, ranging in age from nine to thirteen years,

two oldest were among the number,
n. 1 we held our quarterly council, at which
Eld. E. J. Neher, of Keuka, was with us, We
sorry to have him tender his resignation as

r, and request church letters for himself and
ly. They expect soon to locate in Northern

Alabama. Bro. D. E. Stover was appi

responding Secretary for the next year,

pect him, after this, to give church news

nted Co

Jan. 2 w
aged man
called Brc

J. D. Teet

was held

pcoplt

news from Pine

again met at the water and baptized an
We then returned to the church, and

D, E. Stover to the ministry, and Bro.
to the deacon's office. Our love feast

n the evening. Thirty-nine members
led. Bro. Neher officiated. We had a very
d pleasant love feast. Next day Bro. Ne-
.ched his farewell sermon, which was very
iate. Bro. Neher endeared himself to the
)f Florida by "a pure life," and his place
easily be filled.

Wecl
7 P. M.,

oft etings here Jan. 3, al

e leave the result with God. I nevei
saw members attend better, old and young. Sis-

ters Lahman and Bowman, being in poor health,
were anointed the last day of the meeting.

C. D. Hvlton.

Baltimore City Mission,

very encouragingly at theOur work mo'
Northwest Balti

closed with a record of success, unprecedented in

the history of the present workers. As previously
reported, a new Sunday school was organized last

April, with six classes. Last November we added
the seventh, and Jan. 3 we added the eighth class.

Our Northwest Baltimore Bible class enters 1897
with new zeal for Bible study. Last Wednesday
evening we rejoiced in having sister Alice Boone
with us. Sister Boone gave us a very earnest talk,

profitable suggestions on Bible study.
As the plan was new to us and yet very plain and
simple, we appreciated it very much. Sister C.
Tempie Sauble, one of our volunteer missionaries,
is spending this month at Bridgewater College, Va.,
taking the Bible Course.

Our Sunday evening prayer meeting begins the
new year with new workers in charge.

Up to Jan I we had twenty-six sermons, thirteen
of which were preached by visiting brethren, and
thirteen by our home minister, J. A. Smith.

In her December council, the Meadow Branch
congregation (our mother church), decided to fill

an appointment every fourth Sunday evening for
us, in addition to the Sunday morning appointment
on alternate Sundays by Bro. Smith.
Our Sunday school is getting too large for our

hall.

Since our last report we have received over S50
towards our proposed new church.

Beloved in Christ, we earnestly ask for your
prayess and help to get a house of worship. All
correspondence and donations to the Home Mis-
sion Fund, for building a church in Baltimore,
should be addressed to the writer. J. S. Geiser.
1607 Edmondson Ave., Baltimore, Md„ Jan. 8.

From Globe, Arizona.

I was sent here to do some preaching, but finding
it to be the wrong time of the year, I start home
to-morrow. I consider this to be a good place to
work in the summer. I met with one family living
twenty-two miles from the nearest white neighbors.
Their grown-up daughter had never heard a prayer
offered until the writer met with them. This fami-
ly has been supplied with the Messenger through
friend Ikenberry, and with tracts from the Mission-
ary and Tract Committee. This seems to have had
the desired effect, and the prospects are favorable
that the whole family will come to the church.
We need some one to labor for the Master in

this part of the Territory, but it takes a man with
some fortitude to ride a mule over the mountains
for twenty or more miles, without meeting a white'
man, and yet, brethren, this people's souls are
just as precious in the sight of God, as those in

heathen lands. C E Gillett
Jan. 4.

^

'

From the Hickory drove Church, Miami County, Ohio.

Bro. J. G. Royer came to us Dec. 25 and re-

mained until Jan. 3. He preached for us at night
and gave Bible lessons in the day-time, which were
very enjoyable and, we trust, profitable to all. It

makes us feel that more Bible work should be
done in our local churches for the benefit of the
young, and also the Sunday school workers.
On New Year's Day three were received into the

church; the next day three more came; the day
after (Sunday), fourteen, and last Sunday two more.
In all, we received twenty-two,—ranging in age
from eleven to nineteen years. It is a time of re-

children coming home. Couldjoicing to

Bro. Royi

would hav

Tifpeea,,

oubt
been gathered
• City, Ohio.Ja,

The Mission Field in Iowa,

he Brethr.

I HAVE recently visited the members at Burling-
ton, but, having failed to secure a place for meeting,
we could not have public preaching. The people— very much prejudiced there, and slow to give

tcouragement. To make city work
success, we must have a permanent place of wor-

ship.

our return we stopped off with the members
at Elrick, Iowa, and had one meeting. The mem-
bers seem encouraged. On Christmas night we
went to Lucas County, Iowa. We were with them
about ten days and had meetings every night but
one, when it rained very hard. We had good at-
tention and congregations when the weather would
permit. The members here are much built up.
Bro. Kob gives them meetings once a month, but
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they should have meetings oftener, and our breth-

ren, in close proximity, should give them a call and

preach for them. Address Martin Helsel, Derby,

Iowa.

Our arrangements are to go to the western part

of the District in a few days I do not know how

long I may stay. May God bless the mission work

everywhere! Peter Brower.

South English, Iowa.

From the Black River Church, Ohio.

We began a series of meetings Dec. 13, and con-

tinued until Jan. 3. Four precious souls were add-

ed to the church by baptism. One was added by

letter.

Jan. 1, 1896, we numbered fifty members. Dur-

ing the year 1896 there has not been a funeral at

the Black River meetinghouse, and not one birth

or death has occurred among the membership.

None were dismissed from church fellowship.

Three of our number moved away; we received two

by letter and four by baptism.

Our collections for Home Missions were S15.85;

for General Missions, £13.35. The Sisters' Aid So-

ciety sent S5 00 to the Chicago Mission, and S5.00

to the Baltimore Mission.

At the beginning of 1896 the writer lent, for one

year, to nine of her Sunday school class (from ten

to fourteen years of age), ninety cents,—ten cents

to each,—to invest and increase for mission work.

Five of the number in one year brought S7.00. We
send the money to the fund for the Smyrna Or-

phanage. Mary Hoover.
Chatham., Ohio, Jan, it.

From the Bethel Church, Nebr.

We have just closed a very interesting series of

lectures, which was conducted by Bro. W. L.

Bingaman. He began his talks Jan. 6 and closed

Jan 11. Saturday evening he showed his numer-
ous Oriental costumes and relics.

The house was crowded to its utmost capacity.

A collection was held for the Armenian Orphan-
age, which amounted to S12.10 The attendance

and attention were very good each evening. Bro.

C Hope and daughter accompany Bro. Bingaman
in his travels.

Bro. D. L. Miller met with us Dec. 21 and 22, and
talked both evenings on the Bible Lands; also gave
us a very interesting missionary sermon on the

morning of Dec. 22.

A collection was taken up and §13.85 was raised.

This was also for the benefit of the Armenian Or-
phanage.

Our quarterly council convened Jan. 9. Consid-
erable business was transacted and disposed of

pleasantly. Sue B. Flickinger.
Carleton, Nebr., Jan. 13.

From Fairvlew, Mo.

We met in council Jan. 13. All business passed
off pleasantly. We decided to hold a series of
meetings in the near future. In the evening we
liad a good prayer meeting. Sunday morning the
Brethren preached for us. Two have been bap-
tized since my last report. During the year 1896
this church has had two series of meetings, and re-

ceived eight by baptism, eleven by letter and one
reclaimed. We granted letters to four members
and lost two by death. I distributed six doctrinal
Messengers. I sent my own copy to the north
part of this State, to an old lady that wanted to
know something of our faith. She then wrote back
for more. I sent one to Indian Territory, to a
young man who now writes he is going to take the
Gospel Messenger, and that it almost made a
Dunkerof him.

We would like some minister to locate here, as
our Brethren cannot fill all the calls for preaching.
People are dying, without ever hearing the true Gos-
pel. Who will be to blame? Nannie Harmon,
p»or, Mo., Jan, 13.

From Markleysburg, Pa.

Our regular council was held on New Year's
Day, and much business came before the meeting,
which was disposed of in a Christian manner. The
attendance was unusually large. Our church not
being so much in harmony with the order of our
general Brotherhood as desirable, steps were taken
to work along that line, and to get the members
more fully consecrated to the cause of our Master.

It was also decided that our deacons, in making
their visit, should go "two and two." In order to

do this, a call was made for more deacons. At
our next quarterly council, which will be Saturday,

April 17, we expect to elect eight deacons and one

We have held one series of meetings in this con-

gregation, with eleven accessions, and are now in

the midst of another meeting, at the Asher Glade
house, and expect to commence another, Feb. 7,

at the Bethel house. The above meetings are all

conducted by the home ministers,

Jasper Barnthouse.

Notes x from x our x Correspondents.

Blue Mound Church, Tex.—We met in quarterly

council at Bro. J. A. Bowman's Jan. 9. Our minis-

ter, Bro. J. F. Neher,—presided at the meeting.

All business was pleasantly disposed of. We have
received one precious soul into the church by bap-

tism since our last writing.

—

Lizzie Boiuman, Sagi-

naw, Tex.

Ash Grove Church, Ohio.—Bro. Isaiah Rairigh,

of Woodland, Mich., came to us Jan. 6, and

preached till the evening of Jan. 10, delivering, in

His preaching made good im-

ids of the people. Two were

received into the church by confession and bap-

tism.

—

F. P. Cordier, Jan. 12.

Citronelle, Ala. — Probably the first love feast

ever held in this State, was enjoyed at Fruitdale,

Jan. 9, Nearly fifty members,—mostly residents

here, but having come from nine different States,

surrounded the tables of the Lord. We now have

three regular appointments and quite an interest

has been awakened. We have two prayer meet-

ings and a Sunday school within the bounds of the

Fruitdale church.—A^. R. Baker, Jan. 12.

Monitor, Kan3. — We met in quarterly council

Jan. 9. Not much business came before the meet-

ing, but all was disposed of pleasantly. Quite a

number of brethren and sisters have moved away

lately, but when we see the love for the cause of

Christ, manifested at these meetings, as we do, it

encourages us to work more earnestly for the cause

of our Blessed Master. We decided to have a

feast May 15, commencing at 4 P. M,—M. J. Mish-

ler, Jan. 11.

Soldier, Kans.—Dec. 22 Eld. C. C. Root, our

State District evangelist, came to us and preached

about twenty sermons with fair attendance, consid-

ering unfavorable weather and other meetings go

ing on near by. So far, seven dear souls have

made the good profession, and others are seriously

counting the cost. Six were baptized last Sunday,

and to-day we gather at the water again. The

good work is to go on for an indefinite time.

Brethren, pray for the revival of the work in the

Soldier Creek church!—Emily Osborne, Jan. 12.

Mountain View Church, Denver, Colo. — Our

quarterly council took place Dec. 19. Our elder,

Bro. F. D. Love, of Castle Rock, was present and

presided. Three letters of membership were grant-

ed. We sincerely regret to see our members leave

Denver, for our little church has but a small mem-
bership at best. Bro. Henry Larick now preaches

two sermons for us each Sunday, and though there

are few members, we have a good interest. The

Sunday school is increasing, and we are having good

prospects. — Bertlia Buckwalter, Villa Park, Colo.,

Jan. 10,

Bachelor Run Church, Ind.—Bro. Peter Stuck-
man, of Nappanee, Ind., began a series of meetings
at the lower house (at Flora) Dec. 22, and contin-
ued until Jan. 10. Four were added by baptism
and two reclaimed. One applicant awaits baptism.
We had good congregations and good order,

—

A.
W. Eikenberry, Flora, Ind,, Jan. 12.

Maple Grove Church, Wis.—We met in council

Jan. 8, Eld. S. H. Baker presiding. Through the
labors of brethren Jacob Delp and D. M. Miller,

thirteen have been added to the church during the
past year by baptism. One was expelled. The
church begins the new year with forty-three mem-
bers, two elders, two deacons and several appli-

cants for membership.— T. D. Van Bu*tn,

Adamsboro, Ind.—Bro. Aaron Moss came to us

Jan. 4, and remained until the night of the 12th.

He preached, in all, twelve sermons. The meet-
ings were well attended and the members were re-

minded of their duties. One was baptized and
many good impressions left. We held children's

meeting on Sunday. It was a grand meeting. The
children were well entertained.—E. C. Kelly, Jan. 13.

Eglon, W. Va.—Jan. 3 Bro. Tobias Fike preached
for us at Maple Spring. Brethren Emra Fike and
Obed Hamstead preached at the Fraly school-

house. On the afternoon of the same day breth-

ren Samuel K. Fike and Albert S. Arnold, went to
the Sugar Land church, to begin a series of meet-
ings. Bro. Jonas was also away, holding a series

of meetings at Thornton, W. Va. Bro. Jonas has
since returned, and reports a good meeting, Jan.

10 Bro. Aaron Fike preached at Glade View at

10: 30 and Bro. Tobias Fike preached at Brookside.
—Rachel Wcimcr,Jan 11.

Cushing, Okla. T.—We are glad to see that the

tenor of the teaching and writing of the Brethren

is changing some,—we think for the better. We,
as the church of Christ, ought to become more
spiritually minded, and those that read the articles

in Gospel Mfssbnger, concerning the Spirit, will

surely be benefited. Our brother in India is im-
proving his time, and not a few will get more
of Christ in them by reading his communications, if

they continue as they have begun. Every house-

hold ought to have "The Lord Our Righteous-

ness." I have read it, and want to re-read it.

—

A.

W. Austin, Jan. 13.

Ashland Church, Ohio.—On Thanksgiving Day,

after services, an offering for the Washington City

meetinghouse fund amounted to 820.69. Bro. Wil-

liam Dessenberg commenced a series of meetings

on Thanksgiving evening and continued over two
Lord's Days. The immediate result was the addi-

tion of two precious souls to the church. Yester-

day was our regular quarterly council. Our elder,

Tobias Hoover, of Chatham, Ohio, was with us.

The meeting passed off pleasantly. Brethren A. A.

Moherman and Oren Roberts were placed at the

head of our Sunday school for another year, at

the Dickey house. Sister Clara Snyder was selected

to take the lead of the Sunday school at the Oak
Grove house.— W. F. England, Jan. 16.

Irvin Creek Church, Wis.—Bro. C. P. Rowland,

of Lanark, 111,, who has been laboring for some
time in the Wisconsin mission field, arrived at this

place on New Year's eve and began meeting the

following evening in the Baptist church. Next
day being Sunday, we had preaching at 11 A. M.
and 2 P, M., to attentive congregations. The
weather being very unfavorable, we did not have

services on Sunday evening. On Tuesday evening

he began preaching again and preached each even-

ing until Sunday, Jan 10, to a crowded house.

The best of order prevailed. Although we can not

report any additions, we were much built up in the

good cause, and were sorry that our brother could

not stay longer. Bro, Rowland met a great deal

of opposition while here, but he did not shun to

preach the whole Truth. After preaching several

sermons in the country, he departed for other fields

of labor. Bro. Rowland preached, in all, thirteen

soul-cheering sermons, — Samuel Amick, Knapp
x

Wis., Jan, 12,
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Bbideler. Ind.-We deed our series

of meetings in the Lower Stillwater

church, Jan. 3, with four ac-essions by
- confession and baptism. One was bap-

tized on Sunday before our

Jan. 16 I go to Pleasant Hill, Ohio —
Geo. L. S'udebakerjan. It.

Buchanan, Mich.—Our meetings in

the Berrien church, held by Bro. J. R,

Miller, of Locke. Ind„ closed Dec. 20,

with a full house. Although there

were no accessions to the church, the

members were built up, and a general

good feeling prevailed.

—

Ellen Roose,

Jan. 7.

Mexico Church, Ind. — Bro. L, T.

Jlolsinger came Dec. 10, and preached

for us over three weeks. During this

time he delivered thirty very instruct-

ive sermons. Thirteen precious souls

came out on the Lord's side and were

baptized. Many others were impressed

by the Word preached. The church

was much built up—i'. T. Fuller, Mex-
ico, Ind., Jan. 11.

Flora, Ind.—The Bachelor Run con-

gregation seems to be prospering in

the work of the Lord, and moving on

ward. This church is without a resi

dent elder,—the first time for, perhaps

sixty years. We have three minister

in the second degree. Bro. Pete

Stuckman, of Nappanee, is holding ;

series of meetings at Flora, at this time

with good results. Several have been

baptized so Ur.— Cal/imne Burns.Jan S.

Elk Lick, Pa.—Our quarterly council

was held Dec. 31. Considerable bus-

iness was disposed of in a very pleas-

ant manner. Brethren S. F. Sanger
and Levi A. Wenger, of Virginia, were

CHS Q-OSPEL MESSENG-EH.

ritli > We ha

Sunday. Our Sunday scho pre

gressing nice ly, under the care of Bro
M. S. Maust We have an attendance

of about se\ enty scholars. A collec-

tion is taken up once a month for the

Chicago Mis sion. — Carrie N. Beachy
Jan. 4.

Oovina Church, Cal.-Jan. 2 we en-

joyed a very pleasant quarterly coun
cil. Lid.

J. W. Metz^er, who, after the

death of Eld. Peter Overholtzer, was
chosen as overseer until a resident eld-

er could be secured, resigned, and Eld.

Joseph Trostle, late of Iowa, is now
our elder. Since our last report five

united with the church. We are en-
joying two interesting Sunday schools
and two prayer meetings. Our month-
ly members' meetings still prove very
interesting and edifying to all the
members who atten 1—Hetlie A. Funk,
GUndora, Col.

North Manchester, Ind.—The -Spe-
cial Bible Term at this place is largely
attended. Nearly one hundred minis-
ters, and others, from Illinois, Michi-
gan, Ohi
for the J

great int

who attend thi

by the Bible school"

to be derived by a few weeks conse-
crated to Bible study. The services,
conducted by Kid. L. W. Teeter, of
Hagerstown, Ind

, in the Chapel, are
growing in interest. The Chapel is not
large enough to accommodate all the
people. Eld. Teeter knows how to get
the people to hunger and thirst after
righteousness, and knows how to feed
them when they are hungry.—/. W. Ra-
rick,Jnn. 11.

ind Indiana, have enrolled
rary Term and are taking a

st in the work. Only those

rms, given

Chippewa Valley, Witt—We expect

to enjoy a series of meetings soon, to

be conducted by Bro. C. P. Rowland,
of Illinois. He is, at present, preach-

ing for the Irvin Creek congregation.

We have regular preaching at our

meetinghouse every two weeks, and
prayer meeting every Sunday evening.

—J. A. Baker, Reek Falls, Wis., Jan. 8.

Lost Creek Congregation, Pa.—We
have just closed an interesting scries

of meetings at the Goodwill church,

conducted by Bro. Levi S. Mohler, of

York, Pa. He gave us sixteen instruc

ive sermons. Our beloved elder, Sol

mon Siebert, who had a light paralytic

stroke, is again able to attend

Brethren, remember him at a tl

grace! Jan. 1 we held our quarterly

Love and unity seemed to

the meeting.—/. B Frey, East

Salem, Pa., Jan 10.

Alphoretta, Ky.— I ;

ed from any congregat

id would be glad

uld preach a fev

is a field here fo

to work. Several deno
the field, hut still there

Who will come and ga

for the Lord? I have .

of our tracts, and in that way I am get
ting our doctrine before the people
The people here have never heard one
of our ministers, nor even heard of a

Dunker until I came to this country
If any brother decides lo come and
preach a while, and wants any informa-

tion concerning the country, he will

please write me; otherwise let him give
the date of his arrival so I can make

wn the appointment. — William R

1 of the Breth-

here,

brother

ibuted i

meet you at either place.

—

Martin hiel-

seljan.4.

Loramie Church, Ohio.—Our series

of meetings, conducted by Bro. Isaiah

Rairigh, of Michigan, closed on Sun-

day evening, Jan. 3 The meetings

will long be remembered because of

the interest manifested in the begin-

ning, and which greatly increased as

the meetings progressed. The church

was greatly built up by the good, prac-

tical lessons of Bro. Riirigh. Though
the number making the good choice

was not what we would like to have

seen, yet we are glad that two precious

souls were received into the fold.—/.

F. Sanders, Oran, Ohio, Jan. 8.

Mckinley.
Delaware Co.,

daughter of Bro
Kinley, acred 7 r

January 23 1897.

In the Mlsslsslnewa church,
nd., Oct. Q , 1896, Gladys,
Samuel and sisler Ella Mc-
mths. Funeral services con-
ler. G. L. Studkiiake «.

r Sally,
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Tlic Mmel oj the Master, lh.dd, Mead A Co.

New York. Publishers, well bound in cloth. 33*

pages, price. Si. 50. By John Watson, D. D.

The author discusses Jesus, our Supreme
Teacher, the development of truth, faith, the

sixth sense, and many other kindred subj

in a manner that will both edify and instru

Garrison Ohnrch, Iowa.-Saturday.
Dec. 19, we held our quarterly council,

Everything passed oft pleasantly. Two
letters were granted and two received.

Jan. 1 we re-organized our Sunday
hool, with Bro. Daniel Miller as

perintendent. Bro. D. M. Garver

Ohio, began meet
here Dec nd closed the

;
of Jan. 1

A. M., we
followed by a

. On the same day, at

met for Sunday school,

children's meeting. Bro.

:r addressed the children, which
ppreciated by old and young. At
. M. we had public preaching.

The house was well filled. At 6: 30 in

ning we met for song service,

after which Bro. Garver preached his

for the present. Many
good and lasting impressions were
ade.

—

Lizzie R, Pugh Jan. 11.

Derby, Iowa.—Bro. L. M. Kob held
meetings for us on the fourth Sunday
if each month, ever since February,

896. He came again Dec. 20, to hold
series of meetiogs, assisted by Bro.

Peter Brower. Bro. Kob returned to

home on Monday, Dec. 2j. Bro.
wer remained until Jan. 3 He re-

turned to his home to day. Our breth-

n gave us ten very able discourses,
'e missed one meeting on account of
in. We had a good attendance

While there were no accessions, we
know there was good seed sown, that

bring forth fruit in due time.
Any ministering brethren, going over
the C. B. & Q R. R., through Derby, are
nvited to stop and give us a few meet-
ngs. You can stop at Chariton and
:ome down on the b'anch to Derby.
If you drop a card to the writer he will

'/lit Makers cj the American Republic. A
w book by Fev. David Gregg, D.D., L.L.D.,

.stor of Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian

Church, Brooklyn, New York. The work con-

tly printed and well bound.

:. B. Treat, New York, Publisher. This book
ies of popular lectures, full of historical

nd pioneer incidents of Colonial times;

portraying pen pictures of the Virginia

as. the Pilgrims, the Hollanders, the Pu-

rilans, the Quakers, the Scotch and the Hugue-
nots, with chapters on the influence of the dis-

coveries of Christopher Columbus, and the

work of George Washington, as a factoi

n history, and the effect of the growth

ducted by thi

RAIRIGH. — In the Mississinc
Delaware Co.. Ind, Dec. 21, 1896, i

wife of John B. Rairigh, aged 7
months and 23 days. Deceased was born ir

Somerset Co., Pa., Jan. 28, 1825. She was thi
f ten children. Her husband and

four daughters preceded her to the spirit land
ineral services conducted by Eld. I. E. Bran
"

J. W. Rarick.

MEYERS. — Near Millersburg, Iowa Co.,
wa, Jan. 2, 1897, Vester Christian, twin son ol

John A. and Annie V. Meyers, aged 4 months
days. Services by the undersigned.

H. R. Tavlok.

REIGLE.-In the Covington church, Miami
Co., Ohio, Elisabeth Reigle, aged 73 years, 2
months and 24 days. Funeral services by the
Brethren, from Rev. 14: 13. Subject. " Encour-
agement for the Christian."

I. J. ROSENllERGER.

BOWERS. -In Ihe Eagle Creek church,
Hancock Co., Ohio, Nov. 24, 1S06, William
Bowers, aged 85 years and 30 days. He was
the father of five children, four of whom pre-
ceded him 10 the spirit world. He was a mem-
ber of the Brethren church upwards of fifty

years, and served in the office of deacon up-
wards of forty-five years. Bro. Bowers was a
strong pillar in the church. He will be greatly

by the church. Funeral services by

lex

Chri urch i

I of I

results of a larf

forth in a vivid

the personalitie

5 fori

II embodic
and

ndatl ight the race

principles, and the occ

sions. entitled to credit in the construction 1

the American Republic. It is highly sugge
tive of American history yet to be writte

00k pleads for the broade
type of and
fearless in advocating the hie

-MATRIMONIAL-

IKENBERRY-GARLINGHOUSE. — At
e residence of the bride's parents, in Gila

County, Ariz
, Jan. 3, iSg7, by the undersigned,

Nathan Leroy Ikenberry and Miss Florence
Evelyn Garlinghouse. C. E. Gillett.

FALLEN + ASLEEP • •

.

few days, of pneum
forehediedhecallc,

ted. He leaves

brothers and six siste

HOOVER. — In the Mis

mridge, Va„ Dec, 23, 1896,

aged 23 years, 5 months and
l member of the church for

during which time he had
earnest Christian life. He

special love for music, and
ker in the church. His i 11-

uration. He suffered only
imonia. Just a few days be-

Icd for the eiders and was
father and mother, two

. Samuel P. Reed.

.Dec.S, of friend
el and Rosy Hoover, aged

this father and mother prepar
darling babe

!
This little babe was found dead

n bed by a tittle neighbor girl. Funeral serv-
ces by the writer. ' Geo. L. Stuuebaker.

GOTTCHALK -At her home, near Hour-
Jon, Ind., Dec. 15, 1896, Mrs. Cathrine Gotl-
:halk, aged 69 years, 8 months and 28 days.
Deceased was born in Germany, March 17,

Funeral services conducted by Mr.
Grob, assisted by Bro. J. H. Sellers.

the writer, assisted by his

Job l6; 22 - Elha/ar Bosserman.

WALTERS.—In the bounds of the Wooster
church, near Orrville, Ohio, Jan. 1, 1897, of con-
umption, sister Mary Walters, aged 45 years,

:
months and 26 days. She leaves three sons!

Her husband preceded her a few years ago.
be was buried at the Paradise graveyard be-
de her husband. Funeral services by breth-
jnD. M.lrvmandEli Holmes.

Maria Runkle.

CRIPE. — In the Elkhart Valley church,
Elkhart Co., Ind., Jan. 3, 1897, Nicholas Gripe]
aged 77 years, 3 months and 2 days. Deceased

Sbori r Dayt<
, Ohic He

emigrated to Elkhart County about sixty-!

years ago. In 1842 he was joined in marriage
to Lydia Ullery. To this union were born sev-
en children; two of this number have preceded
him to the spirit world. He leaves an afflicted
wife, four sons and one daughter. He was a
member of the Old Order Brethren church.
Funeral services conducted by Benjamin Bur-
kett of the Old Order church; and the writer,
in the Methodist church, four miles west of*

Goshen, Ind. 1, s_ Kult

HIGBEE.-In the St. Joseph Valley congre-
gation, Ind., Nov. 12, iSyG, of membranous

ip and diphtheria, Ralph, son of friend Ra-
il and Sarah Higbee, aged 5 years 6
ths and 6 days. Funeral was private, at

the house, and conducted by the writer.

D. P. Miller.

CRIPE.— In the St. Joseph Valley congrega-
)n, Ind., of diphtheria, quinsy and croup,
amie, daughter of Bro. Peter and sister Tilis-

Cripe, aged 17 years. She united with the
rst Baptist church in South Bend only a few
;eks before her death. The funeral was pri-

Lte. A few remarks were made at the grave
by C. D. Case, her pastor. She was interred in

the Ullery cemetery. D. P. Millkr.

F1KE.—In Preston County, W, Va., Dec. o,

S96, Bessie, little daughter of Bro. Solomon
id sister Harriet Fike, aged 9 years and sev-
al months. She was ill but a short time, of
itmbranous croup, DAVID Fike.

HOLDERBAUM. — In the Yellow Creek
church, Elkhart Co., Ind., Dec. 23, 1896, sister

wife of Bro. Adam Holderbaum, aged
, 10 months and 8 days. She united
;
Brethren church about thirty years
endeavored to live the life of a Chris-

l her death. She was the mother of

five children. She leaves a sorrowing hus-
band, two sons and one daughter. Funeral

rvices conducted by the writer.

J. S. Kulp.

LOCHNER.-In Ft. Wayne, Ind., Jan. r,

97. Gertrude Blanche, infant daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Lochner, aged 15 days. Funeral

by the writer, from Ps. 90: 5.

J. Ahneh.
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ANDERSON.— In the Yellow River church,

Marshall Co., Ind., Dec. 30, 1S96, William

Clarence, son of Bro. Edward and sister Alice

Anderson, aged 10 months and 8 days. Funer-

al services conducted by Bro. J. V. Felthouse.

Alice Yodbk.

BRANDT. — In ihe Berlin congregation,

Somerset Co., Pa., Dec. zo, 1896, Walter Elroy,

Infant son of Oliver and Cora Brandt, aged 1

month and 6 days. Funeral services conduct-

ed by the writer. W. G. SCHROCK.

SKEELS.—In the Blue River church, Whit-

ley Co., Ind„ Dec. 28, 1896, sister Margaret

Skeels, aged 70 years. Her husband preceded

her to the spirit land. One son and one daugh-

ter remain. Funeral services by Eld. Leonard

Hyre and the writer. C. K. ZuMRRUN.

BEATLEY.— In the bounds of the Green-

town churcb, Howard Co., Ind,, in the City of

Kokomo, Jan. 2, 1897, Bro. John W. Beatley,

aged 55 years. Funeral services by the writer,

assisted by A. Caylor. Daniel Bock.

PEFFLEY. — At his home near Ladoga,

Ind., Jan. 4, 189.7, Abram Pelrley, aged 69 years,

11 months and 27 days, Deceased was born

Jan. 7, 1827, in Botetourt County, Va. When
seven years of age his parents emigrated to

Putnam County, Ind., where he lived until

about six years ago, when he moved, to Mont-

gomery County, where he has since lived. In

January, 1850, be was married to Mary Crodi-

an. To them were born six children, one of

whom preceded him. His wife died May 24,

1886. He was again joined in matrimony July

24, 1887, to Amanda F, Shaver. He w

faithful member of the Brethren church for

about thirty-six years, and served in the office

of deacon for several years. He was take

sick on Christmas eve, and on New Year's Da
the elders anointed him. When done he e>

pressed himself as being ready to go. Fune:

al services by Eld. Wm. Harshbarger, at th

liethel churcb. Lula Harshharger.

BEAR.—At her home in Cleveland, Ohii

Dec. 21, 1896, of pneumonia, Mollie (Null)

Bear, aged 73 years, 3 months and 8 days. De-

ceased was born in Franklin Couoty, Pa., Sept.

13, 1823. She was married to Israel Bear, of

Franklin County, Pa. Five children blessed

their union. Mr. Bear died in November, l8£

and was buried in the Ashland cemetery. Si

ter Bear's body was laid to rest beside that of

her husband. She was an exemplary membei
of the Brethren church. Funeral service:

were held at her home by Bro. Samuel Spran
kle and the pastor of the Second Presbyteriai

church, Cleveland, Ohio. Services at Ashland
were conducted by Bro. W, L. Dessenberg, of

the Maple Grove church, in which church sis-

ter Bear long held her riTembership,

David Snyder.

ANSPAUGH.—In the County Line church
Allen Co., Ohio, Dec. g, -1896, of membranous
croup, Sarah, daughter of Bro. Jefferson and
sister Harpy Anspaugh, aged6 years, 8 months
and 5 days. She leaves a father and mother,
four brothers and two sisters. The remains
were laid to rest in the Lafayette cemetery,
Funeral services by Bro, W. R. Guthrie, from
2 Sam. 12: 23, assisted by the writer.

J. L. Guthrie.

SHROCK. — In the Sappy Creek church,
Furnas Co., Nebr., Dec. 23, 1896, sister Carrie
I. Shrock, aged 26 years, 10 months and 3 days.
She was born in Miami County, Ind., but her
parents, brother and sister C. Davison, moved
to Nebraska in 1873, when she was three years
old. She suffered a long time from consump
lion. Bro. C. Holsmger baptized her in Deca
tur County, Kans., in September, 1895. Sht
leaves a husband and four little boys. A short
time before she died she kissed her little hoys
and said, "God take care of my little lambs

A. C. Norz'GER

WALTER. — In the Altoona congregati
Pa., Dec. 31. 1896, Susan Jemima, daughter of
brother and sister B. W. Walter, aged 13 years,
3 months and 28 days. The funeral services
at Altoona were conducted by Eld. D. S. Bral
Her; text, Luke 12: 40. The interment was a*

Claysburg, Jan. 2, where services were con
ducted by Eld. Brallier and Bro. David B Sell
Text, Matt. 9: 24. The little girl was not bap-
tized, although she dearly longed to be. She
made the effort on one occasion, but becar
ill that she had to be taken from the watt
fore the ceremony was completed.

Jacob Kins

ADVERTISEMENTS*

Cincinnati Flyer,

Moaon Route and C. H. & D.

and Indianapolis anil Cincinnati by any llm

'Cincinnati Flyor" 1h equipped with elegan

Farm and Mill for Sale.

Baltimore City Church,

James T. Quinlan,

Shipping and Commission Merchant

305 S. Charles St.. Baltimore, Md.

Europe and Bible Lands.

Not all can go to foreign lands and see foi

themselves the many interesting sights pre

sented to the observant traveler. Many havt

neither time nor means to spend in that direo

lion, and yet they would like to know some-

thing about the world at large. To such we

recommend " Europe and Bible Lands.'

With those who are interested in Bible study

this work will always remain a favorite.

Those who have read the ordinary book of

travel will be surprised to find "Europe
Bible Lands" of thrilling interest for both old

and young. Those who have not yet secured a

copy of the work should embrace this opportu-

nity of securing it. Price, in fine cloth binding,

only $1.25 per copy, post-paid. To agents who
are prepared to push an active canvass of the

work, we are willing to give special induo

ments. Address this office for further partici

Classified Minutes of Annual Meeting.

Not all the members of our church have

that perfect knowledge of our principles, that

is so desirable. Others there are who are

acquainted with the church as it exists

who would like to know something of her past

history, as regards her gradual growth and de-

velopment. In fact, all who are interest'

the welfare of the church, that is so dear to all

of us, should have access to a complete

pilation, such as is found in the "Classified

Minutes of Annual Meeting," with the appen

dix, containing the Minutes up to the yeai

1892. We sell this work at only $1.50 for cloth

binding. Be sure to send for a copy while the

supply is still on hand. Those who have the

old edition of the "Classified Minntes,"

have the "Appendix" in separate binding for

only 25 cents, Address this office.

Our Publications.

Children at Work—Weekly; well-illost ra-

the Sunday school lesson, with

to, adapted to the understanding
of small children. No better publication can
be found for the little boys and girls of our
Sunday schools.

The Qospel Messenger.—A large, religious

weekly,—published in the interest of the Breth-

ren or German Baplisl church and their only
recognized church organ, Price, $1.50 per

The Young Disciple—An illustrated week-
ly for the young. This is one of the most in-

teresting Sunday school papers published, and
should be used in all the schools within reach

of our people.

:opiei

Brethren's Family Almanac—Every fam-
ily should have this Almanac; complete in ev-

ery way. Price, per copy, 10 cents; special

terms to energetic agents.

Brethren's Quarterly.—Prepared for all ad-

vanced classes. It contains the lesson text

and a complete explanation of the lesson

throughout. In preparing this quarterly we
keep constantly in view the needs of the

Brotherhood, and aim to fully adapt it to their

Juvenile Quarterly.—Prepared especially

for the intermediate classes. This is one of the

neatest, and best illustrated quarterlies pub-

lished, The pictures are selected with great

care, and every lesson is illustrated. The Utile

folks are delighted with it,

Sunday School Supplies.—We keep any
thing that is used io Sunday school work
Write us for prices on goods not adver
tised here.

Sunday School Reward Cards.—Our stock

of cards is large and presents a variety

in styles and prices so as to please all.

Please send us a trial order and be COO-

IS^ tt^,.

Sorlptnrt

Other Helps.—We are prepared to famish

Bible Dictionaries, Commentaries, Maps, and
Bibles of every description, Always write 11

before ordering elsewhere.

When ordering cards be snre to five nam-
ber and price as well as the name, so that

there may be no mistake.

1897
Brethren's Family Almanac

Our Almanac for 1897 has been greatly en-

larged and well deserves a place in every fam-
ily. Send ten ccnta for a copy, or, better

yet, send $1.&0 for the Gospel Mhsskn-
ger from now to the end of 1807, and receive

the Almanac

FREE.

|W-We call special 1

passed facilities in procuring for our readers

any book published, at especially low prices,

In ordering books always give title of boob,

author and publisher,

Teeter's Commentary.

You shou.d, by all means, have the

New Testament Commentary, because,

1 It is non-sectarian.

2. It is brief and to the point.

3. No effort is made to evade the sense of a

4. It Is Impartial in its explanation of all

texts, whether <lortrin.il, practical, or historical.

5. It does not burden the reader with lengthy

speculative theories.

6. More actual knowledge may be gained in

a given lime of its study, than of others, be-

cause *>f ils close adherence to the text.

7. Its arrangement Is simple, and easily

comprehended, by even the ordinarily educat-

ed.

9. Seven helps are usually found on each

page to get at the truth, vis.,

(1) The Authorized (or common) Version of

the New Testament.

(2) The Revised Version of the New Testa-

(3) The usual marginal references of the Au-
thori/L'i] Version following each verse.

(4) The best marginal readings of the Au-

thorized Version.

(5) The marginal readings of the Revised

Version.

(6) The explanatory notes on the text

(7) The references in the notes, (a) to other

notes, directly on the subject or in comparison

with it; (b) to other texts, directly on the sub-

ject or in comparison with it

10. It Is a safe book to have in a family of

children, because (i) it will lead them into the

truth, and (2) keep them out of religious error.

11. The small price asked for it is as nothing

Compared with the great good that may be had

from a diligent study of it by all classes of per-

sons. (1) It will impress the unconverted to

heed the bidding of Christ, "Come unto me,"

etc, (2) It will equip the Christian to "give a

reason of the hope that is in " him. (3) It will

aid the Sunday school worker in the study of

his New Testament lesson. (4) It will furnish

the minister with many subjects among the

notes, sufficiently expanded for the ground-

work of sermons, directly in line with the sense

of the place and text.

The work is in two large volumes. The
print is excellent and the binding the very

best.

Bound In cloth, per set, • - - C4 00
Bound in half leather, - - - 4 50
Bonnd in morocco, .... 5 00

On receipt of price the two volumes will be
sent prepaid to any part of the United States,

Good terms to agents deilrlnf to canvass for

the work, Address:

Bhiibhih's Publishing Co.,

Mi. Morris, III.



North Dakota
SPECIAL INDUCEMENTS FOR

HOME -SEEKERS!

Free Lands, which Produce all the

Staple Crops. No Uncer-

tainty in Title !

FREE AS AIR. Govci till I nnd i

THIS GOSPEL MESSENGER.

FARMING

HANDS

OOOD CROPS. Ili.n the Innd

shown by the < raps |
luced.

NO TAXES.- Homestead! canno be t

'

MO SI'ONUS AND STUMPS. I' c Ian

i alw sj ni.lv foi the plow. A crop - .1

bi in m| on the sod plowing. No fertilize

I Hi: CLIMATE. II,. 1 itc In North Dl
koto give, i/igot and health to man and ai

1
1
in limn 1 lu . no chilling, shiv

g cold, and the summer no oppressivi

ivi lii ring Ik. 11.

nil WATER. 1 1 watei Is to In' bad

wclli fifteen in thirt) feel deep,

STOCK RAISING AND DAIRYINC1. X.

bcltel j
Jim. in 1I11 world; few animal dis

.1 cs; mi sloppy, muddy ground for anl

, n il to stand in, All conditions favor dai

1 villi;. Xn .111 iln nil butler color nccdci I.

GARDENING. Persons fond "I making gar

.1,, can gratify theii taste to the fullcs

MARKET TOWNS.- Along the Great Noith.

crn Railway will In- 1 td towns, with n I

-. is mid othei facilities,

SCHOOLS AND CHURCHES. -No one
1 1-

.

:.i 1. hi schools ami churchi

North Dakota.

WHAT YOU SHOULD DO If you ai

Prairie Lands
J'^^';,';';'- ; ;v,

LandB nill »,-irr /» rhi-uprr Ilia

non-U

FREE HOMESTEADS

LIGNITE COAL mined'

BRETHREN KMS

You Can Do So

You Can Buy a Farm

The Land Department

Northern Pacific Railway Co.

On Ten Years' Time, one-tenth Cash down,
Balance In ten equal Annual Pay-

ments, 6 per cent Interest.

. fan
i" make a .'.

! living Foi yourself and ni

youi 1 hildren :i start, go i<> North Dako
..mi K,,;.!,' in the Red River Valley, Dev-
il's Lake District, or Turtle Mountnii

HOOD PROOF, in

IF VOU WANT printed matter about North
Dakota, containing testimonials of peo-
ple who live there and speak from c\pe-

i» South! Inrk St.

Farmers and Fruit Growors, Attention!

Catarrh Inhaler FREE!

MOWS --:=::::::;
THE -;-;;-;;--::,;::':,::::;-,::

TIME ! S3^^3i:^
Catarrh, Asthma, Headache, Bronchitis,

Partial Deafness, Roaring In the
Head, Colds In the Head

and Tuberculosis,

Immediately relieved mid spee<lllv oumrt

OUR ILLUSTRATED

HALF FARES?

VD PRIMERS

bhouBe, dedicated* i

.'() WATER, free from nlk

January 23, 1897.

Brethren's i

Plain Clothing I

There is no excuse for any member of

the Brethren church, who wishes to wear
Plain Clothing, not having it.

Samples of cloth from which we make
our clothing, measuring blanks, tape M
measure and rules for ordering will be m
sent on application. Our rules for self- J

understand them, ^|

We guarantee the fit, the make and
the quality to be satisfactory to purchas-

er or goods can be returned. Our prices

are reasonable. Address,

Phillipson Clothing Co.,

WARSAW, fND,

New Brethren Colony at Mount Morris,

Morrison Co., Minn.

AddnwB.T.L HUBD,

Or. A. A. JACK.

Or, FRANK SWK'KART),

i w-iV'' Al'l'v v l-'\ l'V*Li
l

.s/ M"iu

Victor Headache Specific

--CURES-
HEADACHES,

HEADACHES,
HEADACHES!

Is No Experiment!

It Is No Narcotic!

It Does Not Stupify!

It Does Kill Pain!

""We Tan Hides.

f

Shc^maker^pgyLTRY

r-— and Incubators,

ATBEDIJCED

PRICES.

C. W. MOTT,

If you get an Almanac, be sure to get a good
ae. The Brethren's Almanac has all the

isentials of a first-class Almanac.

Stock Sale

!

ns interested in fine stock should <

for catalogue of sale to be held in Shantio:

111., Feb. 18, 1897. Address:

D. ROWLAND,
Lanark, 111.

.rn money right.

TTSSZSA

eezlng. We are selling e

Qg tor coiufor

Horns Off!

A. \V. BRAYTON, Mfg. '
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It is astonishing how much some of th

ry societies have permitted themselves to get into

debt during the last few years. Some of them are

eported to be in debt more than S 100,000, and,

with every possible effort, can reduce the burden
but slightly. We believe that the Lord does not

ant his people to do mission work on the credit

system. They should work on the cash basis, and
no faster than they can pay. We trust that our

ssion Boards will ever keep this in view, and not

1 the church into debt. One of these days the

Master is going to descend from heaven to earth,

nd we do not want him to find a heavy burden
anging over the Brethren church. But we need

to bestir ourselves, or else he will find us greatly

lecting our duty in more particulars than this.

And while it is very important that he should find

the church in line, it is equally important that he
should find each member prepared for the judg-

the meteor still at a white heat. Having no means

of handling it, he informed some people there of

the phenomenon he had witnessed. Hall and two

other men then returned to the lot. On the way an

empty lard kettle was picked up, and, reaching the

spot, an attempt was made to scoop the fragment

of a disintegrated planet into this plebeian recepta-

cle. The piece of the meteor, on being removed,

emitted fumes so pungent and nauseous as to drive

the meteor hunters away. After waiting some min-

utes for the stone to cool, the party again tried to

get it into the kettle, but were again driven back

by the odor of the gases. A third attempt was,

however, successful, and the meteor was borne

back to Turner's. Meteors frequently fall to the

earth, but one seldom gets such a fine view of them

as this Mr. Hall enjoyed.

A man, by the name of Hall, in Oregon, a short
time ago, had the rare privilege of seeing a blazing
meteor strike the earth, only a short distance from
where he was standing. It came like a ball of fire,

followed by a trail of bluish sparks, and accom-
panied by cracking sounds, resembling the snap-

s'
of charcoal. Barely missing the roof of a

se, it alighted in a bed of hardpan, burying
itself to the depth of some five inches. The dis-

tance from where Mr. Hall was standing to where
meteor alighted was so slight that he had a fair

v of that portion of the meteor exposed. From
this came a shower of sparks, much the same as
though the component parts of the meteoric visitor

contained a percentage of saltpeter. Going over to
the spot where the fragment of some heavenly
body, broken loose in space, had alighted, he found

Were it possible to gather all the railroad em-

ployees of this country and their families into one

place, they would form an assembly equal to the

entire population of the State of Iowa. The work-

ing force alone numbers 785,034 persons, nearly all

of whom a.'e men. These have charge of all the

railroad lines and the immense traffic that is carried

on. Each year they are entrusted with the lives of

millions of people, only a very small per cent of

whom are injured while in their care. The time

was, when we did not feel the need of the excellent

traveling and traffic facilities now afforded us, but

that day is past. We hardly know how this great

world could be run without these conveniences.

They are here, not only to stay, but to be greatly

improved, and the men who handle them compose

a force, into whose hands are entrusted wonderful

responsibilities of both life and property. But

these responsibilities are not to be compared with

those entrusted to the great army of Christian

workers, whose duty it is to teach the people and

administer about the affairs pertaining to the great

highway of life. Of what special benefit would our

traveling facilities in this world be, were it not for

the influence of Christianity? Our Christian work-

ers need to be aroused, and urged to give still more

attention to their special lines of labor, for they

must keep the Christian highway clear, that each

traveler may reach his eternal destiny in safety.

The papers give no disclosure of the real con-

dition of things in the City of Bombay. The plague

is on. Day and night the smoke ascends from the

Hindu burning grounds. The papers have report-

ed thousands of deaths, and it is said that the actu-

al number of deaths is at least four times what are

reported. It is told that 400,000 persons have fled

from the city. Outgoing ships and trains are heav-

ily loaded with passengers, while incoming carry

comparatively few. It is the plague, the Bubonic

fever. Some die in twenty-four hours. One Euro-

pean went to photograph the district which is es-

pecially plague-stricken, and he died, too, a few

days after. All efforts and all energy is expended

to stay the plague and help the stricken ones, but

it still goes on. Hindoos and Mohammedans are

nightly carrying torches and parading the streets,

and calling on their gods, as they go, to stay the

plague—but the plague still increases. New hos-

pital arrangements are being made, too. The Par-

see priests got together in their temple, recently,

and there prayed to stay the plague. Christians,

too, are working and praying. Natives have great

dread of a hospital. They say now in Bombay that

the doctors at the hospital kill them to get rid of

them. So they would rather die at home among

friends than to go to a hospital, be segregated, and

finally killed. So they die, and many are never re-

ported at all. With it all, I feel impressed that

God is calling mightily that a prophet like Elijah

arise among His people. Famine, plague, tidal

wave, and crowned assassin and oppressor of God's

people,—sometimes God speaks in mercy, some-

times in judgment. I feel very much impressed

that God is speaking to His people, and they do

not recognize His voice.— W. B. Stover, Butsar, In-

dia, Dec. 18.

On account of the great plague prevailing in In-

dia it has been deemed wise to fumigate all the

mail coming from that part of the world. Every

possible effort is being made to prevent the disease

from spreading to other countries, and for that pur-

pose the strictest quarantine regulations have be-

come necessary. There was great excitement in

Marseilles, France a few days ago, when nine per-

sons on one street died very suddenly. As many
vessels from India visit this port, it was rumored

that the plague of India had come to the city. It

required considerable effort upon the part of the

health officers to allay the fears of the people. If

the governments of earth were as much disposed to

quarantine against some of the popular sins, as they

are to guard against the introduction of plagues we

mid soon get rid of the ravages of intoxicants

d opium. And either of these is destroying

are lives than all the plagues of earth put togeth-

Solomon wrote that of the making of books there

is no end. There, then, were but few books, so to

speak, and these had to be written by hand, one at

a time, but what would he say, were he living now,

when thousands of new books are published each

year! It is astonishing how rapidly books are mul-

tiplying. It is stated that in England no fewer

than 5,580 new books were published in 1895. be-

sides nearly 1,000 new editions of old books. This

does not include the thousands that were printed in

other parts of Europe and in America. We may

be safe in saying that not less than 15,000 new vol-

umes came from the press during the year, and

probably as many more in the year 1896. One

wonders who writes all these books! It is probably

not generally known that only about one book out

of every fifteen that are written ever sees the

printing-press One publishing house in London

accepted 22 out of 315 presented for examination.

Another accepted an average of about 13 for every

500 submitted. It will be seen that thousands of

people are writing books, and that but few of them

succeed in getting their productions before the

reading public. More people are now qualified to

write well than in former generations, for education

U becoming more general. And yet it takes more

than correctly-written sentences to make a readable

book. One may v/rite a work, containing not a

grammatical error, and still the book, if printed,

will not take. People will not buy and read it.

Books, these days, must have something in them

besides correct sentences. They must have some-

thing that will rivet the attention. This is true of

good books, as well as bad ones. But scholars will

continue to write books, and the publishers will

publish a few of the best of them, and, in that way,

each year will bring to our notice many new and

valuable works. But, after all, there is nothing in

the book line so important as the one great Book

that we must all meet at the judgment. Though

we read all the books printed, and pile great houses

full of them, they will pfofit us nothing unless our

lives are moulded by the Sacred Volume that re-

lates to the two worlds.
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A CHILD'S THOUOHT OF 00D.

Thev say that God lives very high;

But, if you look above the pines,

You can not sec our God, and why?

And, if you dig down in the mines,

You never see him in the gold;

Though from him all that's glory shines.

God is so good he wears a fold

Of heaven and earth across his face,

Like secrets kept from love untold.

But still I feel that his embrace
Slides down by thrills through all things made

—

Through sight and sound of every place.

As if my tender mother laid

On my shut eyes her kisses' pressure,

Half-waking me at night, and said,

" Who kissed you through the dark, dear guesser?

"

—Elisabeth Barrett Browning.

THE RELATION OF PARENTS AND THEIR
CONVERTED CHILDREN.

Some time ago. a sister sent us the followin

query. We submitted it to a number of brethre

and sisters, and below we give their answers. An
while they are not all of the same mind, still the

answers will prove interesting and profitable reac

ing:

When a child joins

relation between par
lay aside the rod of c

In reply to your request, as to the above query, I

will say: My comments on Eph. 6: 1-4 answer, in

the main, the query, as I would now answer it.

Hut I remark on the points in the query, as follows:

I A child old enough, and instructed and de-

veloped mentally, sufficient to know what it means
to be a member of the church, is also old enough to

profit by a proper admonition from its parents or

the church, ulTic Of
correction. This must be so, because it now pos-
sesses reasoning powers.

2. A child in the church is as much a child of
God, as the parents or guardians are, hence, a par-
ent, or guardian, has not the right to pass sentence
and execute corporal punishment by the use of the
rod upon a child that is in the church. If a case
should appear where punishment might be thought
necessary, the parent should remember that such
child is entitled to a proper hearing by the church,
to be dealt with for its misbehavior, just the same
as any other member,—even the parents them-
selves. If a child in the church cannot be con-
trolled by parents or guardians, by throwing around
it the appropriate Gospel " nurture " and admoni-
tion of the Lord, including Matt. 18: 10-22, then
they should tell it to the church. If the church

an not be a

to the child

e, counsel or

when it

due the

chance to

:ed, then, of coui

member of the church. This
because (i) it agreed to receivL, _.

admonition, according to Matt. 18: I0-;
was received into the church. (2) It

child because, otherwise, it has no legal

make its own defense, and would be depi
most sacred privilege, and the most valiant protec-
tion, accorded to church members, by the church.
(3) It is due the child because parents might err
in their judgment, and inflict improper punishment.
Otherwise, it would be putting an unsafe estimate
on the judgment of parents in general. Some
might not err, while some might.

I now submit the above to your judgment. 1
hope and pray that a safe answer to the query may
be framed, as it is an important question. It is

precious to me, because all those child-members
are my httlt brothers and sisters, no matter who may
be their parents, here on earth,

Hagirstewn, Intt,

DANIEL DIERDORFF.

In my judgment I have come to the following

conclusions: ( 1
) a child, in joining the church, does

not change the relation existing between parent and
child, from the fact that the Bible does recognize,

or, rather, command family government, and said

government sometimes may demand punishment
by the parents, either by the use of the rod or oth-

erwise. Solomon said: "He that spareth the rod
hateth his son, but he that loveth him chasteneth

him betimes." Prov. 13: 24. Again, " Train up a
child in the way he should go: and when he is old,

he will not depart from it." Prov. 22: 6. Again.

"The rod and reproofgive wisdom: but a child left

to himself bringeth his mother to shame." Prov.

29: 15. Paul, in his letter to the Ephesians, 4: 1-4,

teaches this lesson, that children should obey their

parents in the Lord. Paul meant to say that chil-

ir parents who are in the Lord
parents will surely bring up
lurture and admonition of the

n Col. 3: 20, 21, shows us the

Id obey th

themselves, for such

their children in the

Lord. Again, Paul,

duty of children to parents

n all the above quotations

nd parents to childre

: have family goven
ment, and not the rule of Matt. 18: I5-23, or church
government

Again, the child, in uniting with the church, does
change its relation to God, and also to God's fami-
ly, as it becomes an adopted child through the

dinance of baptism, but this change, or new r

tion, does not change the family relation or family
government,—at least, not until the child has ar-

rived at the age of twenty-one years, as specified by
law, etc. Paul, in Gal. 4: 1, 2, tells about the child
being under tutors and governors until " the time
appointed of the Father," hence we have a limit

when family government may cease.

I will yet give a few thoughts on Matt. 18:

"Trespass," in a Bible sense, as given by Matthew,
»ould imply an injury or offense, done to another

January 30, 18

I would not like to say that church members
changes the relation between parent and child

much as to entirely ignore parental corrector,

My mind is this,—where there is, and has beei

good family government up to that age, they wi
not likely need much government either way, fo

they are trained to use self-government, but wher
this is lacking, Matt. 18 is the best way. A paren
lacking judgment to apply good family govern
ment, needs the aid of one or two more to hel
him, and, if need be, the church. With this

hold Matt. 18 the most prominent, if not altogeth
er the government needed in a family of

The more I think over it, the more I am i

believe Matt. 18 is ail that is necessary.

Booth, Kans.

embers,

lined to

BRUMBAUGH.

The

children may do t

andt urli

yet it would be very unw.

to Matt: 18. It might hi

children away from the church. ]

er, should violate a church rule,

rected by church government, etc

Franklin Grove, III.

any little things that would
jnishment by parents, and

to proceed according

a tendency to drive

h. If a child, howev-
uld be cor-

I do not think the rela

child is changed, after

Brethren church. The de

uniting with the church, i

child knows right from
could be reasoned with, at

said to it. I could not

child's faults to others,

doi

ion between parent and
he child has joined the

ire to be a Christian, and
i an indication that the

yrong. In that event it

d understand all that is

think it right to tell a

as must necessarily be
Id the parent resort to Matt. r8. We

know how prone a child is to do wrong; its faults
are many, and, day after day, it must be rea-
soned with. The fifteenth verse of the chapter
might be used to good advantage, and, should that
not be sufficient, then resort to the rod rather than
allow the child to be ruined for after-life. A too
frequent use of the rod I do not encourage, but,
rather, positiveness with reasoning.

Ml. Morris, 111.

JAS. A. SELL.

In God's great system of governing the world he
instituted the family and the church. The family
s first, the church afterward. Neither conflicts
(ith the other. Corrupt the family and the church
s gone. The church, in its best and purest state,
loes not interfere with the family. It renders it

aluable assistance. The relation of parents and
hildren is the same in the church as out of it. It
s true, if children are impressed with the influence
of Christianity, their training will be made much

d the necessity of discipline in the family
uch less. Parents, whose children are in

h or out of it, should heed the wise man's
counsel: "He that spareth the rod hateth the
child." Even Jesus was " subject to his parents."
MeKeel Gap, Pa.

ation may be intensified but not
changed. The son is no less a son because he is

Christian. " Children, obey your parents," is ol

and new law. The words referred to are addresse
to Christian children.

2. In my humble opinion there is no use for
rod in the Christian family. The rod of the Bible
does not admit of a literal interpretation,—wa<
so intended,—the rod of affliction, etc. It is a sym-
hol of correction and expresses that thought i

most rigid sense. But Matt. 18 has nothing to do
with family government. A child is a child of the

home as long as he remains under the parental
roof, and is subject to family government. '

more Christian he is, the more responsible he is

the recognized Head. It is a question with
whether this relation should ever be non-suited by
Matt. 18, even after the child is no more a child.

Huntingdon, Pa.

D. B. EBY.

The example of the Savior, as recorded in Luke
2: 51, is a very good one for children that unite v

the church. The relation between the parent
child is not changed but a new relation added,
the parent ought to discipline the child with re
ence to the new relation they now sustain to e

other. Mary, no doubt, felt different toward her
son, when she found that he was about his Fathe;

na, III.

When a child joins the Brethren church, it be-
comes amenable to the Gospel. The parent should
deal with it according to the letter and spirit of the
Gospel. If both parent and child have the spirit of

Christ and Matt. 18: 15-20, and respect Eph. 6: I-

4, the rod of correction will not be required.

New Enterprise, Pa,

My mind is that the rod of correction for chil-

dren old enough to be church members is unneces-
sary. The law of love, properly understood and
applied, is far better. No difference is made in the
Perfect Law on account of fleshly or any other re-

lationship, the same law being, so far as I know,
applicable to all. The old style of whipping and
scolding, in vogue one hundred years ago, by par-

hool-teachers, is rapidly becoming rele-

of barbarism, where it belongs,

of love is employed in its stead,

gated to the

and the hight

McPherson, A

JOHN ZUCK.

doubt, covers a w
1 my judgment, to give ;

ie field for

definite an-

, or depend

haracter of

The question,

thought, am
swer, might
upon the age, natural disposition,

the offense of the child.

My mind is that the obligation and subjection of

the child to the parent does not terminate with its

uniting with the church. The parental relations
are all the same, and Matt. 18: 15-23 is church gov-
ernment and «or family, yet, as I stated above, age,
etc., should, of necessity, be taken into considera-
tion.

Clarence, Iowa,
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W. R. DEETER.

When the child joins the church it does, in some

measure, change its relation toward the parent, but

not entirely. The parent had to provide, protect,

and educate the child before, and does after it joins

the church. I use the word " educate " in a broad

sense, embracing the religious as well as scientific.

After the child joins the church, a new relation ex-

ists. It is now a member of the visible church,—

a

brother in Christ. This does not abrogate the first

relation, but creates a new one. It is just as much

the duty to correct the child after, as it was before.

This relates to moral wrong, but if the child tres-

passes against the parent and persists in so doing,

the parent may use Matt. 18: 15-23 for the good

of the child, and the child should do the same thing

with the parent, in case of trespass.

MUford, Ind.

DANIEL HAYS.

By reference to Matt. 15: 4; Mark 6: 10-12; Eph.

6: 4; Col. 3: 21; Eph. 6: 1; and Col. 3: 20, we learn

that the Gospel does not change the relation be-

tween parent and child, but it does change the life

and disposition. The first commandment with

promise is, to " obey father and mother." Fathers

are required to " bring up their children in the nur-

ture and admonition of the Lord." Full control is

given parents over their children in the Gospel;

and all discipline, except for gross sins, should be

at the hand of parents, and not referred to the

church. This applies to children who are church

members and under age. The rod of correction

would be contrary to Eph. 6: 4, and Col. 3: 21,

seemingly.

Broadway, Va.

MARY HOOVER.

To my mind this does not change the relation of

parents and children, but Heb. 6: t, 2, 3, is made
only the more obligatory upon children who have

taken the solemn vow in holy baptism. I also

candidly believe that when a child is old enough
- and has understanding enough to be received into

the church, that reason is a much better manner of

correction than the rod. I also firmly believe that,

if parents would always use wisdom in example and
precept with their little ones, there would be little

need of the rod for correction.

Chatham, Ohio.

I. BENNETT TROUT.

The family and the church are each of divine ori-

gin. Both were organized by the Creator. The
Scriptures contain rules for each. The rules intend-

ed for the family should be administered by the
family in a proper manner. Those intended for

the church should be executed by the church.
Parents, in governing their family, are bound by
and to the rules of God, and should, in no case, re-

sort to Matt, 18: 15-23, unless they find themselves
utterly defeated in the home. When a child unites

with the church it is under parental control still,

and the parent is still its parent and sustains the
same relation to it as before, so far as the home
life is concerned. Nothing destroys the home so
completely as to make the private affairs of the
family public and parade them before the church
and the world.
Lanark, III.

"THE MINISTRATION OF THE SPIRIT."—2 Cor. 3: 8.

In Nine Parts—Part Five.—Christ's Other Self.

" It is expedient for you that I go away."—John 16: 7.

No man can comprehend God. The Trinity is

yet more or less a mystery. God, three in one-
one in three; three yet one,—one yet three.

In the fourteenth chapter of John, verse 16, the
Holy Spirt is doubtless referred to. In verse 17
the same Spirit is referred to. Who is it, in verse
18? In verse 3 Christ evidently refers to himself,
but if he is referring to this same Christ —self—in
verse 18, then his people are really left "comfort-
less," until the dawn of the millennium, when he, as
Christ, shall come again. But can not he be sim-
ply referring to his other self, in verse 18, and can he

mean anything else there? " I will come to you,"
that is, my other self, the Holy Spirit, will come.
" But ye see me," verse 19, is it not his other self?

"And I in you," verse 20, is it not his other self?

"Will manifest myself to him," verse 21, is it not
"my other scH?'

1

Is not this interpretation allow-

able, and does it not put a clear construction on
many Scriptures? He here only tells them a little

of the Spirit in a gentle way, but says it will all be
clear to them when the Spirit comes. Verse 26.

" When he, the Spirit of Truth, is come" (John
16: 13), what is he, as Christ's other self, to accom-
plish? It must be interesting, for Christ tells us,

" It is expedient for you that I go away."
The Spirit convinces of sin. John 16: 9.' When

sin is in the Christian's heart, the Spirit lashes him,
and in the sinner's heart there is that deep realiza-

tion that all is not as it should be. The Spirit con-
victs of sin and strives with the sinner, but long
ago, saith the Lord, " My Spirit will not always
strive with man." Gen. 6: 3,

The Spirit convinces of righteousness. John 16:

10. It is a pleasant thing to have the witness of

the Spirit and the letter of the Word unite in ap-

proving one's own strength of faith and acts of

righteousness.

The Spirit convinces of judgment. John 16: 11.

Jesus has given the standard by which this world
shall be judged, and the Spirit bears witness that

this judgment is true. (John 16: n).
The Spirit sanctifies. Rom. 15: 16. Do we

want to be set apart from the world, for "sanctify "

means "set apart "? Do we want to be specially

prepared for service? Do we want to be anointed

with power from on high? It is the Holy Spirit

that sanctifies. We must surrender to him.

The Spirit will guide into all truth. John 16: 13.

On this point I write very prayerfully, for here

many of the Brethren have varying opinions, and
here, too, is just the place where so very many good
people get into error by mistaking the Spirit. Here
not a few show themselves unstable, and then
charge it up to God. But because many misunder-

stand the truth, shall we say there is nothing in it?

No, not while we believe " all Scripture is given by
inspiration of God." 2 Tim. 3: 16. Shall we say it

wasn't intended for God's children of all time? No,

not while we believe Mark 16: 16 was intended for

all who become God's children of all time. Then
the sure promise is that the "Spirit will guide into

all truth."

I look upon the guiding of the Spirit as a very

delicate matter. The Lord will give it to all who
can receive it. Bro. Longanecker wrote well when
he recorded that " every person must be passive to

receive the Holy Ghost. We dare not resist his in-

fluence. When he would lead us into all truth, we
must be passive."

I like to look at the leading of the Spirit, as if it

were by four invisible silken threads, one in front

and one behind, one on the right hand and one on

the left. Whosoever resists the Spirit's power just

a little, breaks a silken thread; and it is not very

easily mended. Self-on-top instead of self-in-sub-

jection is one of Satan's greatest agencies in break-

ing these silken threads, in cutting off the influence

of the Holy Spirit. Silken threads avail little with

ponderous bodies much connected with the earth,

but they are strong with such bodies as are light

and cut off from the earth.

Concerning the little, every-day affairs of life,

does the Spirit lead at all? The Word certainly

does. " Be angry and sin not." " If thine enemy
hunger, feed him." "In everything give thanks."

" Let him have thy cloak also." " Go with him

twain." " Good for evil." " Right cheek." " Ev-

ery idle word." "Appearance of evil." "In his

heart." " Proud look." " Rejoice evermore."

There are many others. " The Father, the Word,

and the Holy Ghost, these three are one." 1 John

5= 7-

I know some, whom I love well, think it is belit-

tling to the Spirit to regard him as interested in all

the trifling details of the day. I verily think oth-

erwise. When the great war-president stopped on

the street to help a crying urchin find a lost cent,

people said it was only one more evidence of Lin-

coln's true greatness. The Word is full of referen-

ces and helps for these little matters. Shall we ex-

clude the Holy Spirit from this privilege of mani-
festing His greatness by guiding us into the true

ways of doing, even in the most trivial matters?

Suppose I get into difficulty with somebody. I

remember the Word, " And as ye would that men
should do to you, do ye also to them likewise."

Luke 6: 31. I go " into my closet " and " shut my
door," Matt. 6: 6, and pray that God, by his Spirit,

will lead me to do the thing that is pleasing to him
in this matter. Afterwards I do what the saints

must recognize is the very best. Now is my action

due altogether to my good memory and my good
judgment? If so, God pity the poor fellows who
have small memory and less judgment. It seems
to me it were better to give the Spirit credit for

doing such things, than to put so much reliance on
memory and judgment, for the promise is, " He
shall bring all things to your remembrance, and he
shall teach you all things." (John 14: 26.)

Men's judgments differ, but the Spirit is one. Let
holy men come together in any matter whatever,

—

they should separate by saying, " It seemeth good
to the Holy Ghost and to us." (Acts 15: 28),

Not only have the Holy Ghost, but have him first.

Ought not every act and movement of life to be in

the Spirit? Ought it not to be the Spirit always?

Preaching in the Spirit. Acts 10: 44.

Praying in the Spirit, Eph. 6: 18.

Singing in the Spirit. Eph. 5: 19.

Giving in the Spirit. 2 Cor. 9: 7.

Living in the Spirit. Rom. 3: 5.

Walking in the Spirit. Gal. 5: 16.

Working in the Spirit. Rom. 12: 11.

Unity in the Spirit. Eph. 4: 4.

Death in the Spirit. 2 Tim. 4: 6, 7.

" But," says some one, " this doctrine of the

leading of the Spirit can be carried to the ex-

treme." Of course it can, just the same as any

other doctrine. Any thing can be spoiled, and the

more delicate its arrangement, the more easily

spoiled it is. Very many are not led of the Spirit

because they do their own leading. Any one can

be led of the Spirit if he pays the price. The Spir-

it's leading is a precious thing,— it comes at a great

cost. Many suppose they have paid the price,

when they haven't paid the half. The cost is sim-

ply this: Complete surrender, death and burial of

self, followed by the strictest yielding to the minut-

est impulses of the Holy Spirit,

Bulsar, India.

SOME REASONS WHY "THE BRETHREN" SHOULD
BE A QREAT MISSIONARY PEOPLE.

1. Because the founder of their doctrine was the

world's first great missionary, " For the Son of man
is come to seek and to save that which was lost."

Luke 19: 10,

2. Because the doctrine is intended for all the

world, for every creature, and our Founder and
Leader has left us the command, saying, " Go ye

into all the world, and preach the Gospel to the

whole creation." Mark 16: 15. " Go ye therefore,

and make disciples of all nations." Matt, 28: 19.

3. Because those who received the doctrine from

the Master himself were missionaries, giving their

lives for the work. Tradition tells us that all of the

apostles, save John, died as martyrs for the cause

they loved. Read carefully the first recorded his-

tory of devoted, self-sacrificing missionary work
among the heathen. See Acts 13: 22,

4. Because the world cannot be saved without

this doctrine. Salvation must come through Christ.

" For neither is there any other name under heav-

en, that is given among men, wherein we must be

saved." Acts 4: 12.

The world must hear and believe in Christ before

they can be saved by him. Paul asks these very

pertinent questions, " How shall they believe in

him whom they have not heard? and how shall they

hear without a preacher? and how shall they

preach except they be sent? " Rom, 10; 14, 15,
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Do these questions not have as much force to

our Brotherhood now as they had to the Brother-

hood over 1800 years ago? Do. they not mean as

much to us as they did to them? They were mis-

sionaries. Are we?

5. Because, to be Christ's children, we need to

have his Spirit. When we have his Spirit we get

the spirit of sacrifice, which is the spirit of missions

and missionaries. " If any man hath not the spirit

of Christ, he is none erf his." Rom. 8: 9.

6. Because the unsalaried ministry of the Breth-

ren calls for sacrifice and trust in the Lord. The
true principle of a real missionary is cultivated and

developed by every devoted and loyal minister in

the Brotherhood. There are pressing demands
made upon the ministry, but where the sacrifice is

made willingly, we have much to inspire the

church to true missionary effort.

I believe that wc, as ministers, should not seek to

sacrifice less for Jesus, and the great work of saving

souls, but inspire our people to follow our example
in giving their best talent and time to the work of

the Lord. A church is never apt to get ahead of

her ministers in sacrifice and devotion, but she is

apt, if properly taught, to be willing to stand shoul-

der to shoulder with her ministers, in every noble

work. Hence, in our ministry, we lay the true foun-

dation for a great missionary church. The minis-

ter, called upon to give himself to God's great work,

should trust to what Gud may place in his hands for

the wants of this life, not being ashamed, if necessi-

ty dictates, to labor wiih his hands for the necessi-

ties of life.

It is giving, SELF-GIVING, that God wants; it

is not necessarily the coveted gold that God wants,

but it is self, self on the altar, and God is glorified.

If all could but lay themselves at the feet of Jesus
and say, " Here, Lord, take me; take all that I have
and all that I am, and all that I hope to be, and use

me to thy glory. Not AS I will, nor where I will,
but AS THOU WILT and WHERK thou wilt."

What a power we would be in God's hands, if we
would only let him so use usl

7. Because we are strangers and pilgrims in the

world. We do not claim this world for our home.
We profess to have come out of the world. We say
we have crucified the lusts of the flesh, the lusts of
the eyes and the pride of life. Since our affections

are where our hearts are, why should we not be a
great missionary people? Why should not the
world hear of our Lord through our weak efforts?

8. Because Jesus has promised to be with us all

the days, even unto the end. " Lo, I am with you
alway (all the days), even unto the end of the
world." Matt. 28: 20.

Do we need anything more to inspire us and to
urge us onward, than the assured presence of our
blessed Savior?

9. Because his Holy Spirit is with us, if we love
him and keep his commandments. " If ye love me,
ye will keep my commandments. And I will pray
the Father, and he shall give you another Comfort-
er, that he may be with you for ever, even the Spirit
of truth: whom the world cannot receive, for it be-
holdeth him not, neither knoweth him: ye know
him; for he abideth with you, and shall be in you "

John 14: 15-17. (K, V.)

It will not do for us to just say that we love God,
but we must show that we do love him by doing his
commandments. It will not do for us to cull God's
commandments, but we must take them as they are,
—from the least to the greatest. " Go ye into all
the world, and preach the gospel to the whole crea-
tion," means you, my brother, and you, my sister.
Are you obeying? Answer this question before
God, for "he that saith, I know him, and keepeth
not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is
not in him: but whoso keepeth his word, in him ver-
ily hath the love of God been perfected." 1 John
2:4.5' The great need of the world to-day is the
plain, simple Gospel. Are we going to meet God
in judgment without having made an effort to obey
the command for which Jesus bled and died?
May our consecration to God's great Word an-

swer this great question!

OROAMZINCI THE SUNDAY SCHOOL.

BY JOHN E. MOHI.ER.

When the Sunday school is held in the midst of

an organized church, the church usually selects the

officers of the school. If the person chosen as su-

perintendent is at all competent for the position,

the selection of teachers should be left to him, with

the aid of his associates in office. The superintend-

ent is the executive officer of the school, and upon
his administration greatly depends its

This .requires keen discernment and fearless dis-

crimination. The superintendent dares not think,

"Who expects to teach this class? " or, " Who are

expected to be the chosen teachers? " but, Who can

best fill this or that place•?

This, if not already outlined by the church, must
ceive weighty consideration at the hands of the

officers and the teachers, who now become especial

co-workers with them in the success of the school.

As the main work of the Sunday school will be di-

rected among the children and the young peo-
ple, that course of study should be followed which
will afford them the best available helps to the
study of the Bible. At present there is no other
course so fully equipped with lesson helps in every
way, as the International Sunday School Lessons,
and this fact alone is sufficient reason to adopt the
course. Then all lawful aids to impress the lesson
should be secured. These can be had of our own
Publishing Company, and any Sunday school that

does not give preference to the literature of its own
church shows a lameness in its very foundation, and
its work for the church will surely be much ham-
pered. The following

1. A good supply of song books.

2. Plenty of advanced and juvenile quarterlies.

3. The Young Disciple for every family represent-
ed in the school.

4. Children at Work.—one copy weekly for each
member of the primary and infant classes.

5. Sunday school primers tor the infant class.

6. A large wall map of Palestine.

7. The Pictorial Leaf Cluster, illustrating, in col-

ors, each lesson.

Some schools give each member of the primary
and the infant classes reward cards, weekly, while
others give a card only quarterly.

A good, portable blackboard should be furnished
ch teacher of the primary and infant classes.

In arranging the classes the wide-awake super-
intendent will give every advantage to the infant

and primary classes. If the school is made espe-
cially interesting to them, half its success is won.
The infant class will include all children from those
old enough to talk to those who can read from the
Juvenile Quarterly. Where the entire school is

heard in one room, the infant class should have a
position next to the superintendent's desk, and the
primary classes next to the infant class.

This will vary greatly, according to the number
of efficient teachers that can be had. There had
better be a few large classes, supplied with good
teachers, than many small classes with poor teach-

The superintendent should plan to keep in close
contact with the teachers, by arranging a regular

lor the united study of the lesson, and the inter-

change of thoughts on methods of teaching.
In organizing a Sunday school where there is no

Brethren church, much the same methods should be
employed, although the superintendent will have
harder work to control the school in harmony with
our faith. Our literature must, by all means, be
adopted if the work is to be a help to the church.
There is nothing against our Sunday school litera-
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ture, but there is much in favor of it. It will re-

quire extraordinary care, coupled with good judg-

ment, to choose teachers from those not our mem-
bers. Fair-minded persons, who will study and dis-

cuss the Scriptures conscientiously, should be
sought. The teachers' meeting will greatly mould
the minds of the teachers properly, in regard to the

truths of the lesson. The teachers and pupils can-

not long discuss the Scriptures, sincerely and with-

out prejudice, without accepting the teachings of

primitive Christianity, and right here is one great

good of the Sunday school in the Brethren church.

Warrensburg, Mo.

OUR RELATION, ONE TO ANOTHER, IN CHRIST.

I think a careful investigation of this question

will be profitable to each of us. In I Cor. 12: 27
the apostle says, " Now ye are the body of Christ,

and members in particular." Then we get the idea

that the members, as a whole, constitute that body,
but as individuals we are but members of the body.
In Eph. 4: 4 we read, " There is one body, and one

Right here it may not be amiss to learn how this

one body is formed out of the iudividual members.
In 1 Cor. 12: 13 it says, " For by one Spirit are we'

all baptized into one body," Thus we see that, un-
der the guidance of one Spirit (the Holy Spirit),

we all come into this one body. This enables us,

then, the more easily to understand the relationship

referred to in Rom. 12: 4, 5, which says, " For as we
have many members in one body, and all members
have not the same office, so we, being many, are one
body in Christ, and every one members one of an-
other."

Here it occurs to me that we ought to see that we
cannot afford to be indifferent as to our true rela-

tion to Christ, through the medium of our relation

to each other. In Gal. 6: 1-6 we have a clearly-

defined outline of duties, privileges, etc.

I. " Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye
which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit

of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be
tempted." This brings before us the case of one
who has been overtaken in a fault. What shall we
do with the case? If we have the Spirit of Christ,

we will do all we can to have that one see his mis-
take, and do it with so much love for him that he
cannot affo.d to be away from the body (the

church). In this way we fill the measure of the
second verse also, which says, "Bear ye one anoth-
er's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ,"

But it is said that the fifth verse ignores this law
of helping one another. This, however, is one of

the many mistakes which are made by detaching
one verse from its true relation, and forming a con-
clusion therefrom. It says, " For every man shall

bear his own burden." We must not lose sight of

the fact that " we are members one of another," and,
therefore, when I am helping to bear the burden of

my brother, I am only bearing that part of my own
burden. While we are all individuals, we cannot be
independent of each other. If I am a foot, I cannot
say to the head, " I have no need of you."

But how is it about that brother whom you called

to the ministry? What did you call him for?

Well,—you are ready to say,—we called him to look
after our spiritual interests, to teach us, etc. Let us

see, then, how the sixth verse reads, " Let him that

is taught in the word communicate unto him that

teacheth in all good things." How about this case,

any way? Will that brother be able to look after

your spiritual interest, without giving his time and
attention thereto? Must he look after the temporal
condition and welfare of his family just as he did
before you called him to serve you? If so, then
you have laid upon him an additional burden in-

stead of helping him to bear his burden.

Did you ever read and note carefully Luke 6: 31?
It says: " And as ye would that men should do to

you, do ye also to them likewise." Whenever you
get so that you are willing to have the church call

you to the ministry, and then go on, preach and
magnify your office and see after your family, too,
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—then, and then only, can you vote a brother in-

to the ministry, and leave him to help himself.

You all say you feel that you have about all that

you can do to take care of yourself and family.

Then, why expect that other brother to serve in the

ministry and provide for his own family, too, un-

aided? We have many brethren who are ablr, and

who have done much for the Lord's cause. But

while that is true of them, we have many poor, yet

worthy, brethren who have been called to the min-

istry, and would do good work, but they are not

able to do justice to their families and the Lord's

cause, too. One must suffer, and, not unfrequently,

both suffer. Paul says, ' If we have sown unto you

spiritual things, is it a great thing if we shall reap

your carnal things? " 1 Cor. 9: 1 1.

Brethren, think of your home ministry! They

have the burden of the work upon them!

QUERISTS' x DEPARTMENT *

Between his baptism and the resurrection, the

transfiguration was the crowning incident in the life

of the Savior. It was needful for the instruction

and the encouragement of the apostles, and for all

future generations. It demonstrated Christ's di-

vinity, gave full proof of God's approval of his

work, and showed his superior authority over Moses

and Elijah as lawgiver and prophet, for from that

time on the world should hear Jesus. These three

apostles were the special three admitted to some of

the most sacred scenes in the life of Jesus, scenes

that the others did not witness. See Mark 5: 37;

Matt. 26: 37.

I'lease reconcile Luke 12: 51, 52 with Luke 2: 14.

B. B. W.

The former, which speaks of dividing the house,

arraying three against two, etc., refers to the spirit-

ual conflict between right and wrong,—the warfare

between truth and error, while the latter, " on earth

peace, good will toward men," relates to the final

triumph of the kingdom of Christ over the kingdom

of darkness, or the kingdom of Satan. The con-

flict between truth and error is not with carnal

weapons, but with the Sword of the Spirit, the Word
of God. and it will ultimately prevail; then will

come the reign of peace on earth and good will to-

Did Jesus himself baptize any one? J. B.

John 4: 2 says, "Though Jesus himself baptized

not, but his disciples." From this we learn that the

water baptism was administered by the disciples.

All water baptism is to be administered by man,

but the baptism with the Spirit is administered by

Jesus. See Matt. 3: n.

Is it right for a minister of the Brethren church to attend a

political meeting, preside, and even introduce the speakers?

A. W.

Most assuredly not. No minister can take part

in political meetings without lowering his dignity.

even in the estimation of the better class of worldly

people. Let every professing Christian, and espe-

cially the minister, keep himself unspotted from the

world.

A preacher here says our Christmas, Dec. 25, is of Roman
Catholic origin, and is not the right day to represent the birth
of Christ. How is this? H. M.

The reasons for adopting Dec. 25 as the anniver-

sary of Christ's birth do not seem clear. The day
was first adopted by the Western church, and is

mentioned by Clement of Alexandria as early as A.
D. 200, Shaft's Encyclopedia, Vol. I, page 450.

Chrysostom and Augustine, of the latter part of the

fourth century, also speak of the day. At first the

Eastern church celebrated Jan. o. but in the fourth
century adopted the day that had been set apart by
the Western church. From this it would seem that
D^c.j25 Was regarded as the date of Christ's birth
before the Roman Catholic church came into exist-
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ence as a body. And yet we cannot think that it is

the right day, for the birth of Christ must have ta-

ken place not far from the month bf October, at

which time the shepherds were still in the fields

with their flocks.

Is Sunday the Sabbath of the Bible, or is it God's Sabbath?
If not, why keep it? S. J. Hale.

Sunday is never called the Sabbath in the Bible.

It is known as the first day of the week, or the"

Lord's Day. We keep it not as the Sabbath but as

the resurrection day or the Lord's Day, not in

memory of the creation, or in memory of the

deliverance from Egyptian bondage, as the Jews

kept the Sabbath, but in memory of the resurrec-

tion of Jesus from the dead. All those, who love

and reverence Jesus as they should, will keep the

resurrection day sacred for worship, without any

special command. Love alone will and ought to

regulate that.

I would like to have Matt. 25: 29 explained. When is the

giving and taking to occur,—in this world, or in the end of the

world? If it is in this world, how is it that the one from whom
the talent is taken, is to be cast into outer darkness, and if it

is in the end of the world, how can he use that talent that is to

be taken from the one, and given to the other?

S. L. Burger,

The giving of talents, in the first place, occurs in

this life. To each person are given talents, and he

is instructed to make a wise use of them while life

lasts. At the judgment each one is to render an ac-

count for the way he has used his opportunities.

The one who has acted wisely will enter into the

joys of the Lord. He who hides his talent, and

makes no use of it. will be condemned and cast in-

to outer darkness, and the future opportunity that

he might have enjoyed in the services and joys of

his Lord, will be passed over to the one having

made good use of his opportunities in this life.

The one receiving the extra talent, in the end of

the world, will not be required to improve it in the

sense that we now improve our talents, but in the

way of performing the duties awaiting the faithful

after the judgment. J. H, M.
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LESSON LIOHT-FLASHES.

True and False Giving.—Acts 4: 32 to 5: 11.

{Lesson for Feb. 7, i8gy.)

Ever since sin set its seal upon the world and its

inhabitants, it has been necessary for man to labor,

which means that, in some way. he shall have a re-

ward for it. This reward means his living and the

attending comforts, such as food, raiment, a place

in which to live, and such other things as are need-

ful to make life what God intended it should be.

Further, the Lord has so arranged that man, by la-
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ciency for himself and family and have some to

spare for the improvident, the sick, infirm, aged and

such as cannot provide for themselves. This ena-

bles some to give for purposes outside of the ordi-

nary family events.

The duty of giving is an old one, and while, some-

times, it may seem inconvenient to give, yet, when

done in the proper spirit, the giver is blessed as well

as the receiver. Men. as earth-dwellers, form a

brotherhood. We constitute a family of brethren,

sis'ers and children. From the very beginning, the

Lord intended that we should be our brother's keep-

er by recognizing the family relation and seeing to

each other's wants. Without discussing why some

people are poor, we know them to be so. " The

poor have ye always with you," and, instead of up-

braiding th?m because of their poverty, we ought

to be very thankful that we have been more highly

blest.

Giving was made a religious duty in the former

dispensations, but in the Christian it becomes more

than a measured duty,—it is made a part of our re-

ligion, and so prominently that we see its workings

in the very beginning of Christianity. It is because

ot the closer tje that binde brother to brother and

69

child to child. Being born into a family means
more than identification by sign, mark or rule.

The relation becomes wonderfully intensified and
the family idea becomes so strong that it is felt and
seen in action.

The beginning of this lesson is very characteristic

and expressive,— " And the multitude of them that

believed were of one heart and of one soul; neither

said any of them that aught of the things which he
possessed was his own: but they had all things com-
mon." This was the primal outgrowth of the spirit

of Christianity in its pure state, and we geta way
from it only as we get away from our better Christ-

life. This kind of giving grows out of the Christed

family relation. It was a full recognition of the

Christ-born tie, that binds brother to brother and
says, in unmistakable language, " We arc one."

vas there any among them that lacked:

ts were possessors of lands or houses

id brought the prices of the things that

were sold, and laid them down at the apostles' feet:

and distribution was made unto every man accord-

ing as he had need." This was true giving, because

it was the outgrowth of the new relation that made
them kindred spirits.

The circumstances \

large number that wer

dom and because of si

In order that the

ethods be used

1 Neitlu

sold the

mg,

peculiar, because of the

>nce born into the king-

f so many of these being poor.

might be no immediate suffcr-

y that unusual

at this time, and, because of this, the principle is

made to stand out in outline more prominently than

it would otherwise have done. But the lesson comes

to us with none the less force, that we are to give

as the need may be, and in it we not only have the

lesson of giving, but also how we should give, and

the spirit that should prompt our giving. Love,

—

true Christian love,—is at the bottom of it all. If

we love as brethren, we will do .and give as breth-

ren. We will bear each other's burdens. These

men pave because they were born into the family

of Christ, all members of one body, and felt that

what they had belonged to them all, just as children

of the same earthly parents feel that their interests

are common to all. This is giving in the true spirit,

and from it we are to learn that we are all only

stewards, to whom the Lord has entrusted what be-

longs to him, and, therefore, we are to give as need-

ed for his children, our brethren, and for the carry-

ing on of his purposes.

The false or wrong giving we have in the begin-

ning of the fifth chapter, in the case of Ananias and

Sapphira, his wife. They wanted to make a show

in giving because others had been doing so, and not

because they had a desire to do it,—or it was a

pleasure for them to do so. They wanted to main-

tain their standing in the family and at the same

time retain part of their wealth. Their sin was not

in withholding a part, but in the false pretense. If

it was not in their hearts to give all, it would have

been much better if they had honestly said so. But

pretending to be moved by the Holy Ghost to give

all and then holding back a part was making a ter-

rible crime in abusing a very precious privilege af-

forded them. The penalty, as meted out, seems to

be a severe one, but the time and circumstances de-

manded that the terrible sin of lying in the face of

God, might not be repeated. It was a grave wrong,

and the warning, though loud, has not been ton

great, as it is to be feared that much of this kind of

giving is still practiced. Though the same penalty

does not immediately follow the sin committed, it

is none the less a sin, and will have to be accounted

for when the time for settling comes. These peo-

ple were used as a warning to us, and if we heed it

not, our final condition may be much worse than

theirs, hecause we have time and place for repent-

ance which was not afforded to them.

Are there not times when we are asked for mon-

ey, when we give a small sum and say that it is all

we have, or all we can give, when we have more and

could give more if we would follow our convictions

of duty?

Let this lessor! Come home to all of us with

sledge-hammer force! Let us be honest before God

and men and say only what we do! " B
-
"•
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NOTES FROM THE CHICAUO MISSION.

— Bro. George Cripe, of Cerrogordo, III., is now
with us, holding meetings. His daughter, Cora
Cripe, is one of our regular workers in the mission.
Sister Susie Forney, of Polo, III., is the third sister.

Bro. Cripe had for his text last evening, "The way
of the transgressor is hard." As he related circum-
stances, describing the trouble and sorrow brought
into the lives of many, through sin and crime, our
hearts melted within us, as we recalled the deep
sorrow brought to some of our own dear brethren
and sisters. We also recalled the sorrow-stricken
countenance of a fallen woman, who came to us a
few months ago, for prayer and sympathy. Yes,
sin is terrible. Not only do the fallen themselves
suffer, but even more keen seem the heartaches of
the friends. Notwithstanding this, let us labor
more earnestly for the restoration of the fallen, re-
flecting in our lives the spirit of Christ, when he
said, " Go, and sin no more, lest a worse thing
come upon you." "Abandoned!" Did you ever
think what it might mean to have society write that
beside your name? Do you realize what it is to
have home and church and industry and State, all

say, "Abandoned!" and over the door, through
which you have entered, perhaps deliberately and
with conscious guilt, perhaps slipping, you hardly
knew how, find on the other side what you did not
see on this side—Dante's inscription, "All those
that enter here leave hope behind." " Abandoned! "

We leave her to herself. We reach out no hand to
help her and bring her back. She may go her way;
we will shut our eyes to her presence. It was the
mission of Christ to help the fallen. May we do
likewise!

—An enthusiastic brother and his wife called on
us a few days ago. In speaking of their three
months' travel among brethren and sisters, they re-
marked that in only one family did they find fami-
Iv worship. What a lamentable fact this is! We
have gotten far away from Acts 2: 42, Surely
those prayers were not all closet prayersl Can our
fathers who have been neglecting this privilege
look back with glad hearts, conscious that their
sons have had the proper example set before them?
Can mothers look upon the past and rejoice in the
fact that every effort was made to lead to Christ
that daughter? What better place than around the
family altar to plead for the wayward boy, and to
unite in prayer for the restoration of the lost boy
or girl? _ What heart, hungering and thirsting daily
after righteousness, can refrain from personal prayer
and praise around the family altar, where father,
mother, brothers and sisters, may unite in worship?
May God forgive for past neglect, and may he
awaken us to a fuller sense of our duties and privi-
leges! If you would know of a father who is said
to have repented of his careless living, and to have
yet.led his five boys into the kingdom, send for the
January copy of The Trumpet Call, an excellent
Sunday school help, published by W. B, Jacobs, of
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132 La Salle St. In this number is found an article

on the convicting power of the Holy Spirit. The
good, common sense, practical thoughts in this ar-

ticle will prove a blessing to any one who reads it

prayerfully, with a desire to live a better Christian

life.

—We have just made out the report of donations

for the past quarter. Doubtless it would be inter-

esting to many to know how we dispose of the pro-

visions sent in. As to clothing, we try to supply
all the needs that come to our notice, invariably

g ving the recipient an opportunity to do some
work in return. We have not yet a regular wood-
pile with axe and saw, but we have the dust, dirt

and mud that city life is heir to, and even some
men know how to clean windows and scrub floors.

Only last Saturday a man cleaned our church win-

dows, part of the wood work, and scrubbed two
floors. His work was well done. In the evening
he carried home a sack of cornmeal, some dried

apples and beans. A few days ago, Mr. D. trans-

ferred some donation clothing from our living

rooms to the cottage,—our mission rooms,—in re-

turn receiving sausage and apple butter. Mr. D.
has done this work frequently. He also keeps our
coal-box at the cottage filled, and cuts kindling,

each time receiving a basket of provision. Old
Bro. L. brought a telescope from the depot last

week, and carried home with him some canned and
cd In dried Mi!

the cottage once a week for clothing and provision.

. P. comes eyery Tuesday and Friday morning
to clean our stairway and kitchen floor. She is al-

ways paid with a basket of provisions. She fre-

quently does up our house wash, also. Mrs. M.
has just "filled up" a comforter for some apple
butter and syrup. Mrs. D. is piecing some quilt

squares, for clothes for her children. Her husband
cleaned a mission-room recently, for a pair of pant-
aloons. Mr. R. furnished us with one dollar's

worth of coal and kindling, for clothes for his chil-

dren. Mrs. P. trimmed some irregular quilt patches
for a cloak. Mr. L. distributed Dispensary adver-
tisements, and says he is already well paid. At our
last two meetings, Thursday afternoon, for mothers,
each woman was given a small package of dried

apples, they having helped to knot comforts. We
are trying to make the most of our resources.

Does the Lord not have more in store for us?
660 South Ashland Ave.

BOOKS.

Parents have no right to bring up their children
without the use and knowledge of books. By with-
holding the proper books they cheat and rob them.
They can more easily do without the many luxuries
of the table and of raiment than without books.
These are the necessary articles of a home, and no
home is complete without them.

The love of good books guards against vice; and
children, who are supplied with good reading, will

become stronger in mind and more able to guard
against the excitements of passions, low and vulgar.

Without books what would we be? A deplorable
people indeed,—a wandering tribe in a barren des-

ert. We would know nothing of the people of the
past; the great victories and defeats, arts and inven-
tions, discoveries and conquests, would be hidden
by the veil of time. In books the ancients live with

Their deeds are before us and seem as if they
d but a short time ago.

Books are the making of a people. By carefully

^serving the actions and appearances of a person
e can determine the sort of literature to which he
accustomed. An eminent writer has said, "You
ay judge a man more truly by the books and pa-

pers he reads, than by the company he keeps, for

ociates are, in a manner, imposed upon him,
but his reading is a result of choice."

We should, then, choose the kind of literature

which has a tendency to make us perfect men and
women. That which we read is reflected in our
very lives; and how apparent to us this is when we
notice a person,—a young girl, for instance,—who
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has become deeply absorbed in a book of fiction!

How the story is pictured by her thoughts and ac-

tions! If it be false, silly and vain, there will be a

tendency for her to be likewise. If it be noble,

grand and inspiring, she will be of a similar disposi-

Do not pick up a book and read merely to kill

time. Throw away those trashy books and papers,

if you have them, and stock your shelves with those

which will elevate the mind and raise you to a high-

er plane. O, how often a life has been wrecked by
those useless tales of bloody deeds of adventures
which never occurred, but are the idle fancies of

some half-fanatic mind! Some children will pick
up such a book and read until it becomes so fixed

in their minds that they will imitate the hero of the

story,—do some evil act and, finally, upon the gal-

lows, end a life of crime, which would have been
one of joy and honor, had they been supplied with

literature of the proper sort.

A good book is something not to be despised; it

is one of the best gifts that friendship can bestow,

—

a priceless gem. The more frequent its use, the
more precious it becomes; and its brightness glit-

ters in the reader's every motion. Some may have
a fine collection of books simply for display. Oth-
ers have books, because good ones are, to them, the

very " elixir of life."

In the homes of those who have books and love

them, we do not see them here and there, covered
with dust, and with leaves uncut, but signs of care-

ful usage, and, now and then, "gems of thoughts,"

marked by the careful reader of the precious vol-

Read, and understand what is read. Carefully

master every sentence and do not leave it until you
have done so. Books are many and life is short, so

we should decide which is best for us to read and
then read to the best of our ability. Our minds
should not be a garden of weeds, through which we
are ashamed to have any one pass, but let it be a gar-

den of beautiful flowers into which the whole world
may gaze, gain pleasure and pass on their way re-

joicing.

Our noble thoughts are the flowers which will

multiply with every glowing sentence that is read,

until we will have gained the respect of all the good
and the approbation of our Creator on high.

Jewell, Ohio.

OEMS OF TRUTH.

—The most populous country is "Oblivion."
Many go there; but seldom one ever returns.

—The largest river is " Time," and the one who
spends his time in the service of his Master is sure

of. ich 1

—The deepest ocean is " Death." All cross this

ocean. Few enter the pearly gates, but many go
where " there shall be weeping and gnashing of

teeth."

—The region where no living thing hath habita-

tion is called " Yesterday." Few have spent it to

the glory and honor of God.
—The most highly important country is " To-

day." Dear reader, to-day Jesus is knocking at the
door of your heart. " To-day is the day of salva-

tion."

—The highest mountain is called "Success."
Few reach the top, save those who watch sharply
for the only true way up the mountain,—opportu-
nity.-which carries upward all those who follow it.

—The region where no man hath ever set foot is

called "To-morrow." The commandment "with
promise" (Eph. 6: 2), will assure all those who are

obedient, that through the grace of Him who doeth
all things well, we shall live long on the earth.

—The greatest desert is called " Life." It hath
many oases. Some of these are: Principle, Hones-
ty, Hope, Love, Faith and Home. These are the
most beautiful, but besides these there are many
others,—smaller in extent,—where the traveler may
obtain refreshment during the weary toils and strug-
gles through life.

Covington, Ohio.
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General Missionary Tract Department

e-Chalrman and Trsuure

MOTTO FOB THE YEAR. — "Upon the fir

day of the week let every one of you lay by him .

t God hath prospered hlnu"—l Cor. Hi:

Several members in the mission field where Br<

Ira Eby has been laboring, in Arkansas, have gon

to their reward. They now rest from their laboi

and their works do follow them. The mission i

moving along very well.

;ld. C. Hope has been doing some effectual

service among the Scandinavians, as well as Amer-

icans, in Kansas. In several localities he, with

Bro. Bingaman, a fellow-companion in the work,

have secured pledges for the Orphanage in Smyrna.

Bro. D. L. Forney writes from the Arkansas

field, where Bro. Jas. R. Gish labored so faithfully,

that the great need is, more workers in that part of

the State. He receives more calls for preaching

than he is able to fill, and would be glad to see

more ministerial help in the State.

Sister Lydia Taylor writes that the work in

Cedar Rapids, Iowa, is improving, and that she

hopes they have passed over their worst difficulties

and discouragements. Besides tract distribution,

she is busily engaged in clothing the poor, and thus

getting them to church and Sunday school.

Bro. Chas. E. Delp, in the Arkansas field, in

eleven days, traveled, by private conveyance, 204

miles, preached 12 sermons, held 2 council-meet-

ings, made 7 pastoral visits, distributed 75 tracts

and 20 Messengers. This gives a little insight in-

to frontier activity in this part of the vineyard.

Sister Mary Harshbarger, the appointed tract

distributor at Hutchinson, Kans., with her husband,

is doing good work in that city. Their largest con-

gregation, during the month of December, was 109;

two were received by baptism and four by let-

ter. They speak very encouragingly of the outlook.

Sister Martha Click, now located at Staunton,

Va,, has been laboring faithfully to gather together

a scattered membership and renew them in love for

the church and its Head, Cottage prayer meetings

have been started, a goodly number have sub-

scribed for the Messenger, and the outlook is very

favorable at that place.

Bro. Albert Hollinger, of the Washington,
D. C, mission, has been visiting some of the near

congregations with a view of interesting them in

liberal donations to the Washington meetinghouse
fund. The work in Washington is assuming a very

encouraging aspect since the purchase of a lot, on
which to build a house of worship, has been com-
pleted.

Bro. C. D. Hylton, who recently, under the di-

rection of the General Mission Board, located in

the Florida field, near Hawthorn, reports that on
Christmas Day he baptized five, between the ages of

nine and thirteen, and that his first impressions of

his new field of labor are very good. He is receiv-

ing a number of calls for preaching from different

parts of the State.

It was decided, recently, to enlarge the facilities

of the Orphanage in Smyrna, and admit thirteen

more orphans, in addition to the number now
there,—twelve. This has been done because the

brethren and sisters have been very much interest-

ed in this department of missions, and it is believed

that much good will result therefrom. May the

church grow in its interest in the work, as it en-

larges.

Bko. W. R. Miller, of the Chicago

writes in his December report as follows: "The
work for the year 1896 has been done, the record

has been made, and is now as unalterable as time.

That mistakes have been made, none will doubt.

That some good has been done, is apparent. The
report shows a marked increase in attendance in all

branches of the mission. With this increase comes

a new class of boys and girls, from ten to fifteen

years old, who have had but little training as to be-

havior in the house of God. But the good influence

is being felt, and we hope to gather some sheaves

for the Lord from the number."

Sister Carrie Anderson Westergren has been
doing some effective visiting among the poor chil-

dren in the City of Washington. At their homes,
as a rule, she is received gladly, and, in many in-

stances, when they do not have clothes suitable to
go to Sunday school, she, by her ingenious meth-
ods, provides them with clothing. Here is a place
where donations, in the way of clothing for poor
children, will be thankfully received and do much
good. The Sunday school is increasing in attend-
ance. In December sister Carrie visited 323 fam-
ilies.

Bro. G. N, Falkenstein, of Germantown, Pa.,

seems to have been so busy with holding meetings,

looking after the new building in the course of

erection, and other duties pertaining to his work,

that his monthly report did not get in before the

middle of January. We are glad to know that he,

with other missionaries, has much work, and those,

who are assisting in the support of the several mis-

sions, need have no fears about missionaries having

easy times, We believe that every one has many
cares, much anxiety, his full share of discourage-

ments, and sorrows, as well as joys. There is an

unwritten side to a missionary's life, that, could it

be written, would make excellent reading for the

ciitic, the indifferent and the non-supporter of mis-

— Five fishermen came to our house to ask about

the Great Teacher we had been telling about. Aft-

er listening a long time, and when we were about to

dismiss them, one said, "Come on, I'm getting

quite hungry." One of the others replied: " Hun-
gry! Who can get hungry while listening to such

instruction? My stomach feels quite full. Tell us

some more about Jesus."

—We always try to maintain the even tenor of

our way,—never elated, never discouraged. If,

when prospects are bright, and good news is afloat,

we feel elated, and so very confident, we may get

disappointed. If, when nothing, apparently, is go-

ing in the direction it ought to go, we become
downcast, it seems a little like forgetting God, for,

after all, the work is not ours, but God's; we are

not our own, but God's.

—Sometimes the work looks very, very bright, and
sometimes it doesn't. Last week we went to a vil-

lage and preached the Truth to the people. They
bought all the Gospels we had and told us to come
again, and let them know beforehand when we were

coming. Then they would erect a big meeting-

place, with bamboo poles and alt, on Indian style,

in which 2,000 or 3,000 people could be seated to

hear our story gf the Savior of the world. Then
they also requested that we should bring a couple

thousand Gospels along, too, and come to stay five

davs. They said we need not bring any provisions

along, as they would share with us what they have.

Let us hope a great work may be established among
these simple people.

Buhar. India.

Please explain through the Mrssknger, or otherwise, the

difference between World-wide Missions and Foreign Mis-

sions, referred to in Gospel Messenger No. 49— C. J. IV.,

Buckeye City, Ohio.

Money donated to Foreign Missions will be used

by the Committee in some field beyond the United

States. Money donated to World-wide Missions

will be used in any field under the control of the

Board, whether in the United States or foreign

lands. World-wide Missions is the broader term,

and money placed in this fund will be used im-

mediately, for there is not likely to be a time when

the Committee will have more funds than places to

operate in a World-wide Mission. However, it is

possible that a special fund may receive donations

so largely for a time that some of it will lie idle for

a time. Again, the Bible says nothing of Foreign

Missions, but does command World-wide Missions.

Matt. 28: 19, 20.

ITEMS FROM INDIA.

by w. b. stover.

—Some days ago I asked a Hindoo, who has

learned a great deal about Christ, and who is much

with us, what he would say if Jesus should come

suddenly before him and say, " Mention what you

wish and you shall have it." He replied simply:

"I wouldn't say anything. It would be enough to

see Him."

—We were eating some native food, in a native

home, which the people had prepared for us in

their village. They said, " Eat it all." We could

not. They said, "Eat it. We cannot use it. That

would be sin to us." So they fed to the dogs what

we could not eat. To take back any part of food

given to any one is counted sin.

TREASURER'S REPORT OF THE BRETHREN'S

MISSION, CHICAGO, ILL.

Kllu Ralrlgh, Campbell, Mich., 1 IX

Earnings or seven children, MoPberson, Kans., Sarah Ulrey

Pleasant Valley church, Mlddlebury, Ind., per Christian

Meals given and lodging, I If

Primary olnsaoH of Sunday school, Rololt, Oblo, per Estolla.

Mrs. Ella J. Brumbaugh, Huntingdon, Pn., 1ft

R. L. Howe, Philadelphia, Pa., I ft

Kans., perGeo.Eldrldge, Hi

Mrs. Mary Barnhl/ir's L-loss.salem Sunday school, Oregon,

Ruthloaud Merlle Sadler, per J. W. Sadler, Lime Springs.

Boys and girls or Elk Lick Sunday school, Pa., per W. A.

Sisters' Aid Society, Mt. Carroll, 111., per Mary Blougli, ... I'd

Thoruapplo church, per Peter B. Measuer, Campbell, Mlcb., V

Total amount on hand,.' *107 *i

Living mud, US 71

Incidentals, , . . . > lfl fll

KU2A1ETB H<HvK,
Mo S. Aihtand Avtntu, Chitago, III.
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On page 75 one of our correspondents comments
on "Angels Entertained" in a way that may seem
a. little new to a certain part of the traveling

public, but the article will be appreciated, and we
trust it will do good.

Bro. E. S. Youi
enjoying a most
Manchesti

Puterbaugh.

writes us that they have been
most excellent Bible Term at North
Ind„ during the month. Bro. An

other BibI

•The Lord

point

preaching <

work during th

'onderfully ble

111 1

nd doing

He add;

at thi

ting was held in the Chap-
el, at this place, last Saturday. Brethren Henry
Mumma and Jesse B. Whitmer were elected dea-
cons, and Bro. Lewis Ikenberry was advanced to

the second degree of the ministry, Bro. Trout as-

sted in the work, and delivered the charges in a
very impressive

Br

Mount Morris, III., January 30, i8f>7.

Wn can fill a few orders

Debate, cloth binding, pric

Bro. S. F. Sanger reports an interesting series
of meetings at Sharp.burg. Md., with five converts.

Bro. I.J. Rosenbkrger has just closed a series
of meetings in the Ludlow church, Ohio, with fif-

teen accessions by com ind baptism,

1 lately blessedThe Topeco church, Va
en accessions by baptisn
he result of a series of meetings held by Bn

Last Saturday morning our aged Bro, Samuel
Murray, of Mexico, Ind., had another stroke of
paralysis, and is reported to be in a very critical
conditio

Bro

eeting at the

neans of gath-

and oth-

. Silas Hoover's
Spring church, Pa.,

1 number of people into the king

ty-two were buried with Christ in bapt

preparing to enter the flock. Bro. Hoover
writes us that the church here is in a good working
and prosperous condition.

Bro

Sister Marv C. Redman, of N
has kept a record of the obituai

in the Messenger during the yea
deaths were reported, 478 being 1

males; 350 of these were 20 years and
:r 80. and 17 were past

over 95, the older one being neai

98 years old. This report includes all the dea
notices save those in No. 23, in which appeared
obituaries, making a total of 1,047.

a, Texas, who
that appeared

96, says

s and 550 fe.

310

were but thn

A lady, to whom some one has
senger, writes: "Some one has
your valuable paper about three

tainly enjoy reading it, and de
donor for it. After we are thr

papers we hand them to others,

benefited, as well as ourselves."

seen that a donated paper may not always stop
with the one family to which it is addressed, but
goes out to others, and in that way does more good

donated the Me
been sending

months. We cer-

sire to thank the

ough reading the

so they will

It will thus

N, HUFFMA
writes that the members

f Tekoa, Washington.
hungry for preaching

at that place, and that they have had preaching but
once for three years. We would that our ministers
could reach all these isolated points. We trust to
see the time when our traveling evangelists can
give all necessary attention to the neglected places.

Bro. J,

riterfered

lome Mi:

S. Geiser, of Baltimore, seems to have
somewhat with the arrangements of the

Fund Committee, by marrying the
M. I.

^Secretary, sister M. I. Smith. That makes the
Chairman and Secretary of the Committee one, and
those wishing to reach the Secretary hereafter,
should address Mary I. Geiser, 1607 Edmondson
Ave., Baltimore, Md.

. Dorse
his meetings
with fourteen

awaiting bapti:

Bro. Stephen Yon
South River church,

continue some days. One acces
So writes sister Dolly Stemen.

Hougdbn writes us that he clc

n the Roann church, Ind
, Jan.

baptized, one reclaimed, and

has been preaching in the

reported.

On page 811, of last

Neilson, in Bro. Hope's
have read N. B. Nelson.

le, the name N. P.

imunication, should
Danish minister,

His talk:

Holy Sci

address is Juniata, Nebr.

L. W. Teeter preached for us several even-
t week, and returned to his home the 25rrl.

concerning the authenticity of the
I, and were much appreciated.

Sister Elizabeth Annon, wife of Bro. Z. An-
non, one of our ministers, at Thornton, W. Va., has
bsen a great sufferer for some time, and now
craves the earnest prayers of all the faithful in her
behalf.

Bro C. P. Rowland is doing a good work on
he Wisconsin mission field this winter. When

last heard from, he was in the midst of a series of
meetings at Durand, with twelve applicants for
membership.

On page 43, current volume, Bro. Philip Landism referring to Eld. J. F. Cline moving to the
North Solomon church, Kans,, intended to men-
ion also the name of the resident elder, Bro. Lewi-
l.erew, but, inadvertently, neglected to insert thname in his manuscript,
to rectify his omission by

Get your District Meeting announcements to
arly,

than i

of the a

the last i

: intended,

Kate Johnson, of Meyersdale, Pa„
st careful readers. She has kept a r

cessions reported in the Messenger for

ne years, and sends us the followii

It will be noticed that l?94 wa:
uraging year:

3,770 1893,
•3.977
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•7.100
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prompt attention.

hes may have ample time to

me of the Districts are ar-

eetings a few weeks in ad-

,
in order to have the quer-

ear in the Messen-
Annual Conference.

and should receive

The Catholics are still after old relics. With
hese they satisfy the minds of the ignorant and
uperstitious. They now claim to have found noth-

ing le

by Jet

1 a part of the lining of

than

Ma

»orn by Jest

claims. Th
inything els:

NY of 1

u worn
Bishop of Treves,

ntified the seamless

there is nothing in

uperstition about it

i will

Pulle,

read,

death of Bro. Win.
:

rington, N. Dak., a few we
while on our trip to that pi

very favorable

bought that he would prove very
hurch in that part of the State, as h
f good standing and some talent as a
lore extended notice of his death v

due time.

egret to learn of the

,
who died near Car-

is ago. We met him,

:, last fall, and formed

was then

eful to the

minister,

ill appear
:

ch.,u, of that

Bro. Landi

ng that Bro. Lerew
rch about two years

Too many of

ministers, thinking that

what they want to

vert sinners. We
churches are not so

ibility, as they are

nspi

hurches are looking for able

man of fine ability is just

e the members and con-
/e are of the impression that
so much in need of men of fine

e of truly consecrated preachers,
men wno are tully consecrated, whatever be their
ability, are always a power for good, and if we
would pray the Lord to send us more of this class,
we might see more of our prayers answered. When
calling for a preacher do not neglect to ask for
on. who i» („ll of th. Holy Gho.t »nd »„Jo„,

item from the Oclographic Review may be
of more interest to the flesh than the spirit,

yet it may prove helpful to some who find it diffi-

cult to warm the church to the satisfaction of all

in attendance: "We have found one church
has encased its meeting-house stoves in zinc, :

not to burn the faces nor roast the backs of those
'hem. That church meets in

w many other churches of Christ

e, and thus avoid having those
ncomfortably warm that they will

ft, while in other parts of the h
Dmfortably cold? Brethren sh

question, and many others."

ford, Ind. r

will do the sa

the stove so

shut off the d

upon

A more delightful winter, up to one week ago,
has not been seen in Northern Illinois for years,
but the pleasant weather came to an end whe
cold wave from the northwest bore dou
last Saturday. Sunday morning mercu
eighteen degrees below zero, and by Monday 1

ing it registered twenty-eight—the coldest weather
said to have been seen for years,

antle of sm
both see

ter of

ith a heavy n

nd feel that

reached most of the States, and th

pecially in the North, is reported ve

pity the poor, for they are the one
least prepared for the cold bll

the most on account of it.

experiencing

The ild

: sufferin,

very great,

ies who are

and must s

whosome person

some of the churchi

how the members at his plac

get the Messenger for one do!

urge others to do the same, t

that we hi

ty or part

been traveling

in for:

uil-

i tellii

lub togethe

a year, and even
io the same. Now, we want to say

) such an arrangement with any par-

Possibly some one may have sent us

money, saying the paper is being donated to those
whose names are sent, and in that way got the pa-
per for one dollar. But that would be dishonest.
We agree to let those wishing to donate the paper
to some friend or poor person, have it for one dol-
lar, not thinking that any one would be so unkind
as to take the advantage of such an offer, and thus
deceive us. We want our patrons to rest assured
that we are impartial in our dealings with them,
and that if there are those who have clubbed to-

gether and received the Messenger for less than
the usual price, it is because things have been mis-
represented to us, or an advantage has been taken
in some way.
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Brethren S. E. Yundt and E. P. Trostle, of thi:

congregation, closed a series of meetings at West

field, twenty-four miles northeast of Mount Morris,

last week, with three baptized. They report a good

interest in that

ARE FOREIGN MISSIONS ABOUT TO COLLAPSE?

This is the weighty question Dr. A. T. Pierson

discusses in a late issue of The Missionary Review

of the Wr-rld, of which he has been editor for ten

years, and has had thirty years of experience along

the missionary line, besides being the author of a

number of books and pamphlets. No man is bet-

ter prepared to handle the question, and he has

reached some startling conclusions. He introduces

the subject thus:

"Without claiming any undue capacity for ob-

servation, sagacity in discernment, or accuracy

in judgment and induction, the cairn conclusion,

reached after thirty years of study of this theme
and of active participation in the actual machinery

of missionary enterprise, is, that at no time during

the half-century now closing have missions to the

heathen been at greater peril of utter collapse/ Wide
doors are open, immense fields invite, some soi

calls for the sower, while harvests demand th>

reaper; we never knew so well how much territory

there is to be possessed, and how deep is the need

of mankind; never had the church such opportuni-

ties and facilities, never such large numbers and
wealth at her disposal; and yet, with doors open
wider than ever, and candidates offering in unpre-

cedented numbers, the giving of the people of God
is so utterly inadequate and disgracefully dispro-

portionate, that where every divine sign of the

times is a call for rapid advance and expansion, our

drums beat a retreat, and our boards loudly call for

retrenchment!

"

In the following paragraph he attributes the dan-

ger to a laxity of doctrine, along with other things,

and it is along this line that our people need to do

some serious thinking, as it relates to our Home
Missions, as well as the work on foreign fields.

But the laxity in doctrine is no less serious than

the laxity in practice. But we quote his own lan-

guage:

"And,—what is, to our view, most fraught with
risk,—there is a growing apathy about the whole
question of world's evangelization, which seems to

argue a decay at the very root of missionary en
terprise. The causes of this we cannot for our-
selves either doubt or deny. On one hand there
is a laxity of doctrine, which, at least, leads disciples

to indulge a vague 'eternal hope,' like Dean Far-
rar, that the heathen are not really lost without
Christ: and, on the other hand, there is a lax ty in

practice, which leads to a practical recognition of
all religions as belonging to a universal brother-
hood of faiths, and to the fellowship of their rep-

resentatives as entitled to our 'Christian charity,'

forgetful of the famous proverb, quoted by Dr.
John Ryland to Robert Hall, that 'charity is an
angel while she rejoiceth in the truth, but a harlot
when she rejoiceth in iniquity,' embracing those
whom she should rather pity and weep over."

The doctor in the following will be better under-
stood when it is borne in mind that some of the
best missionary societies are so greatly in debt as
to endanger them, while the churches are falling

behind in their contributions. Extravagance and
luxury prevail on every hand, but missions must
go begging:

"Look at the church pervaded by sectarianism,
sacramentalism, ritualism, and Romanism, and even
more fatal secularism. Behold the awful lack of
Gospel preaching, the reckless extravagance that
reigns, and practical denial of stewardship, the low
level of piety, the prevalence of prayerlessness,
and the encroachment of virtual infidelity. See

turch confronting the world with its more
million unconverted 30uls, scattered

n avarice I Uerl territory, with its unoe ;

71

than thous.

cupied and neglected fields, continental in breadth;
yet unable to grapple with the awful problems of
society, conscious of a widening gap or gulf be-
tween itself and the world, yet unable to bridge
the gulf, while the intemperance, licentiousness
and anarchy of society takes on a more and more
revolutionary aspect. Then turn to the history and
progress of missions, the triumphs and successes
of the past century, the encouragements of God's
promise and prophecy, the providential access to
all nations, and the heroic examples of faith and
consecration that are our encitements to holy ef-
fort,—as well as the large body of converts and the
larger communities of adherents which are the visi-

ble planting of the Lord,—and then let any one
tell us why missions stand at such a halting-place
on the way, unless it be because vital godliness has
been suffered to decay."

Dr. Pierson has probably told only half of the

truth. We suggest that the fruits of what is known
as higher criticism is doing more than any other
one thing to destroy the interest in missions.

When it is believed that the Sacred Book is made
up of human fragments, picked up here and there,

and that the early records are merely legendary,

and that Moses figures but little in the Pentateuch,

and that many of the incidents in which the hand of

God seems to have been displayed, are pronounced
only fables, we cannot expect otherwise than that

there should be a falling away in the mission work
and interest.

Then to this must be added the efforts of not a

few to place the religions of the world almost on a
par with Christianity, claiming that while the di-

vine may be seen in all of them, the Christian re-

ligion is just a little in the advance. The world's

religious parliament was exceedingly damaging
along this line, and made inroads into the faith of

not a few that will require a generation or more to

remove. If we want to convert the heathen, we
must not fellowship him in his religion, nor honor

his gods nor his altars. Solomon tried this, and
laid the foundation for dividing his kingdom.

We are further of the impression that secret so-

cieties are sapping so much of the very life out of

the churches, that there is not enough left to give

to the mission cause the ringing tone required to

make the work a success. It is amazing how much
of the Christian's time, money, talent and influence

are given over to the interest of secret orders. The
very life of the churches is threatened, and, of

course, the missions must fail with the churches.

This is going to prove the downfall of not a few

churches and missions, if the needed remedies are

not soon applied.

But to all this we add, what is a startling fact,

that remains for a bold pen to write up, and it

ought to be brought out, but those who possess the

facts seem not inclined to undertake it, We refer

to the style in which some of the missionaries are

living in the foreign fields, as compared with their

converts. Some of them live in fine, well furnished

houses, well supplied with every convenience, hav-

ing fine horses, carriages and many servants at

command, so that they are looked upon as being

in every way far above the best of their converts.

Especially is this reported to be true of some of

the leading bishops and superintendents of mis-

sions. The objection to this way of living is, that

it requires too much money, and sets a wrong ex-

iple before the heathen.

This, however, is not intended to reflect upon

ousands of earnest missionaries, who live cheaply

d work hard that they may make Christ known

to those who are yet in heathen darkness, Espe-

cially is it not true of any of the workers of the

Brethren church in foreign fields, and we feel con-

6dent that it will never be. All of our workers are

living economically, and it is astonishing how lit-

tle it takes to do some of them. It is along this

line that we want *« build up Qur mi»si«n», and

train <

trench

gressive, for

force of the

the other churches re-

their work we must become more ag-
e ought to be the leading missionary

We have the doctrine, are not
troubled with higher criticism, secret societies or
high living, and surely we ought to be able to push
the mission work both at home and abroad.

WE NEED MORE CONVERSIONS.

SOM of the fast churches 'are now seeing the
folly of turning their evening services into lectures,
shows, concerts or rallies. These entertainments
drew the people for a time, but they cease to draw.
The effect they had upon the masses who attended
the churches, was to whet their appetites for some-
thing still more stimulating. And this they are
finding in the world, for when it comes to enter-
taining the light-minded and unconverted, Satan
rivals the churches.

Instead of training the young for Christ, the ex-
citing evening entertainments have been training
them for Satan. That is why so few conversions
are reported in a number of the fashionable church-
es. Dr. James L. Hill, in a recent issue of the In-
dependent reports 1,400 Congregational, and 1750
Presbyterian churches, in which there was not one
accession during the year 1895. While this may
not apply to us directly, still it has its effect.

What is true of these large religious bodies, may,
in a measure, be equally true of others. There are

too many churches where there are no conversions.

There may be various reasons for such a state of

There may not be the zeal in the churches there

should be. The meetings may not be impressive,

and then the preaching may lack inspiration. The
members may not be living on that high, spiritual

plane designed by the Master. The elders and
preachers may not be doing the visiting among the

members and their families as they should. And,
furthermore, neither the preachers nor the mem-
bers may be praying for the conversion of the sin-

ners. There may be other causes, not named here,

but certainly there is some cause,

We suggest, that, in too many places, the main
object of the meetings seems to be to merely keep
up the appointments. People go to meeting just

because it is a habit with them. The habit is 2

good one, but there should be zeal, faith and inspi-

ration about these services, and that can not be had
without special preparation. In far too many in-

stances we wait for revivals, in order to convert

people. Revivals are good things when properly

utilized, but there is much earnest and well-directed

work to be done between the revival seasons. The
members need to be fed, and sinners constantly

warned; and, in order that these things may be

done to the best possible advantage, it is needful

that the ministers, as well as the laity, strive to

make their public services highly spiritual and im-

pressive, as well as instructive and edifying. Were
more of this done we would have stronger churches

and more genuine conversions. We like these

every-week conversions. We like to see the con-

gregation going to the water often, to welcome new-

born creatures into the family of God. It reminds

us of the hand-plucked fruit. It is of the very

best, and is to be encouraged. Such results, how-

ever, require more effort upon the part of the home
ministers. We believe that, as a rule, our home
preachers should make more personal efforts.

They need to mingle more with the people, and

that, too, in a way that will impress them favorably.

We must carry the Gospel into the homes of those

who are out of the church, and especially into the

homes of the members who have unconverted chil-

dren. By doing much of this kind of work we may
look for more conversions, and less demand for ex-

citine pnter';»inW*f»«. j, h. M.



TRIBUTE TO A O.OOD LIFE.

There are things that we would rather feel than

speak,—rather read than write. A life that has

been uniformly upright and sweetened in all its re-

lations, gives a picture that is beautiful to look at,

but difficult to describe in a pen-painting. This is

especially true, when the relation is that of father

and son. We give this tribute at this late date, for

reasons not necessary here to relate, more than

that, by misunderstanding, and one waiting on an-

other, an obituary of his never appeared in the

Messenger, and, because of it, a number of inqui-

ries have been made about it. To answer these in-

quiries, and to perform a love-duty to one of the

best of fathers, the following is given:

John Brumbaugh, the subject of this sketch, was

born February i8, 1809. His father was Eld. Geo.

Brumbaugh, one of the pioneer Brethren preachers

of Woodcock Valley, then Bedford Co., Pa. He
was the third son of the family. The oldest, Isaac,

followed his father in the ministry, and became

the first elder of the James Creek church. To this

church he gave his life ministry, and in its elder-

ship he died some twenty-four years ago.

Jacob, the second son, lived and died at the old

homestead, at the advanced age of eighty-four

years. He was a life-long member of the Brethren

church and lived an exemplary Christian life.

In the year 1830, John, the youngest of the fami-

ly (there being no sisters), was united in marriage

to Catharine Boyer, to whom were born six chil-

dren,—all son?,—Benjamin, Daniel, George, Hen-

ry, Isaac and John, all of whom are still living

All are members of the Brethren church. Three

were called to the ministry,—George, elder of the

James Creek church, the writer, and John, both of

Huntingdon,

Soon after their marriage they moved some six

miles east of the homestead, on the shore of the

Raystown branch, where all his children were

born,—where he lived, labored and spent ihe great-

er part of his life. In this home, for years, was the

church for that part of the country, and here was

always found an open door, not only for members

of the church, but for everybody. To them it was

a real pleasure to entertain all who came within

their doors, and how many angels were there en-

tertained unawares, will only be known at the judg-

ment. They always said with great satisfaction:

"No one was ever turned away from our doors

hungry or unfed." Notwithstanding this liberality,

they prospered and were classed among the well-

to-do farmers of the community. In their man-
ner of life they were industrious, simple and fru-

gal. The home was always a pleasant place to be,

and, to the children, there was no place like home.
Further, it was a Christian home,—a place where

religious song and prayers were voiced from con-

secrated lips and devoted hearts. Ours was a fa-

ther in the best sense of the word—one who exer-

cised a daily care over the moral and religious

growth of his children. Profanity, vulgarity, or

unchastity of any kind, never was countenanced in

this home. As a result, the children never showed
an inclination in these directions. Though not

educated bevond the very ordinary advantages of

his day. yet he had a well-disciplined mind and
was a close thinker. Mathematically, he was a

irking out the most ab-

i'iiiE] gospel is^sssEnsrca-E^?,.

not achieve greatness in educational lii

fault of the father.

January 30, 1897.

were sent around

s of the subscriptio

ithout slat

those

ichool-

n, and

peer among his fellow?

struse problems that

days to puzzle the braii

master This he did without slate, pencil

He did it by a mental process of h

ways got the answer.

He was also greatly interested in the educa-
tion of his children, and during their schooldays, at

home, would sit up with them, at times, till the

midnight hour, that he might encourage and help

them along in their studies, That the sons did

As £
, he :d and respected by all

who knew him; strictly honest and honorable in

his dealings, he had the confidence of everybody,

In all the notes he gave, in a life of business trans-

actions, he was never asked to give bail or securi-

ty, outside of his own name, and he never sued

at law, or was sued. Although he acted the part

of a publican for his own township, for several

years, he succeeded in collecting the full amount
of his duplicates without resorting to law. This

was considered a feat in those days, as taxes were

very hard to collect, and the general supposition

was, that for once he would be compelled to break

his record in reference to the using of the law, in

making collections. But there always was power
in a man being conscientiously honest, and there

is yet. At least such has been the lesson learned

by his children.

His connection with the church dates from soon

after his marriage. After espousing the cause of

religion, he was active and devoted, making it a

rule never to miss a church service when it was
possible to be there. In the year 1842 he was
called to the ministry and meekly accepted the

office, but, because of a natural diffidence in pub-

lic speaking, which he was never able to overcome,

he did not become an active worker in the public

ministry, and yet, what he did, and the beautiful

life he lived, made him quite a power for good.

He always took his place, assisted in opening and
closing the meetings by reading the hymns, lead-

ing in prayer and giving short exhortations. His
earnestness and simplicity of manners did more
for him than his speaking.

In this phase of the ministry he continued to

labor, growing in zeal for the cause as he advanced
in age, and, after laying aside the active business

cares of life, which he did at the age of sixty, he

turned his whole life to the church and its work.

As a counsellor in church work he was always

safe, and his advice was seldom disregarded. Even
after he had reached the advanced age of four

score years, he was as punctual in attending all

church meetings as if everything depended on his

being present. At the appointed hour his seat

was never found vacant, and it was a sweet bene-

diction, to the one who preached, to receive his

hearty assent and earnest attention. In all his life

he did not miss one love feast in his home church,

having attended the last one just nine days before

his decease. That he might be fully prepared for

this one, he commenced the day before to get

everything in readiness, so anxious was he to at-

tend this, his last love feast here on earth.

Physically and mentally, he retained his strength

until almost the time of his departure. During the

or moie, of his life, he was especially

contented, devoted and loving. Every-

thing for him seemed to be just right. Whether at

his adopted home with David, the second son, or

n the homes of any of kit other children, he was
rontented and happy, and his only care seemed to

be that he made nobody any trouble. On being
et and asked how he was, his every reply was: "O
am well, quite well." He was as tender-hearted

;
a child, and his last days were spent lovingly in

aiting for the call of the Master, that he might
oss over and meet the redeemed who had gone

before.

On Monday, May 25, 1896, he sweetly passed
away at the advanced age of eighty-seven years,

hree months and seven days. A father, indeed,
vas he, and blessed would be the children of the
world were they more like him. h. b. b.

Tiere arc people in the world who always look
at themselves through magnifying glasses, and re-

verse the ends when they look at their neighbors,"

last de

HOME AND + FAMILY*

TRIUMPH IN SURRENDER.

Night,—and my wrestling soul

Fought blindly through the gloom
Stubborn and strong

It struggled long,

For it feared to fail were doom.

Night,—and the shrouding dark
Hid my opponent's face.

I felt his strength,

And feared at length,

He would touch my weakest pla>

Night,—and my wrestling soul,

He touched my thigh,

—

A trembling cry,

And my poor proud soul gave in.

... the ing breaks.

I lift my fearful eyes;

No face of woe
Doth daylight show,

But friend, to my glad surprise.

Now, with a broken thigh,

I cling with all my strength;

And, weak and low,

I let not go
Till blessing co

Here my defea

And with God and men pn
-S. John Duncan Clark.

HOW SHE WORKED.

A lady, who resolved to do more work for the
Lord, and decided that increasing the attendance
at the prayer meeting should be her mission, tells,

in the Northwestern Christian Advocate, this story:

"There was Mrs. Markharn, just across the street,

a hard-working widow; she certainly needs the
prayer meeting, and as she used to attend occa-
sionally, I would commence with her. So, after I

had finished my morning's work, I ran over. She
was in the midst of a large baking, and when I

broached the subject, began a tirade against the
church, declaring that it had no interest in poor
people like her. I thought to myself, 'Well, I can
remove that difficulty hereafter by showing her
more personal attention.' Then she made the ex-
cuse that her chores at the barn required her time,
until it was too late to go. I suggested that she
might milk her cow a little earlier, and that I

would send Jimmie over after the milk. Well, she
did not appear at prayer meeting the first week,
but the next ske came, and I contrived to have
several give her so wai

las come quite regularly e

vas brother and sister Lam
ieen out for a long time,

leave the baby, and that he
ler. But I happened in on.

t home and persuaded him
>f the baby every other

She came, and soon after

and now they are taking

greeting, that she

The the

:, neither of whom had
She said she couldn't

would not go without

: evening when he was
to agree to take care

prayer meeting night,

he became interested,

_ turns. Then there was
Gardioer, who said he must stay in the store,

although he has a good clerk and trade is never
heavy in the evening. His wife could not go with-
out him. But I persuaded him that he owed some
>f his time to the church. Now they are both at-

tending quite regularly and count it a great privi-
"ege. And so I kept going from house to house,
md sometimes it took several visits, but I would
not give it up. I never thought there would be so

any excuses to meet, but I found they were near-
ly all resolvable into one,—the lack of a proper re-

devotion. My work was a success. In less

than three months the prayer meeting was doubled,
after a spontaneous revival broke out.

ilike any meeting we ever had before.
Usually, it had been the last resort to save the
church; now it was the result of an earnest yearn-
ing for souls which could not be restrained. My
own heart was kindled as never before, and my ex-
perience ever since has been a hundredfold better.

There were over a hundred conversions, and, best
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of all, my own husband, for whom I had prayed for

years,' was brought into the light. I shall never

cease'to praise the Lord for opening my eyes to

the necessity and privilege of a definite consecra-

INV1TING CHRIST INTO THE KITCHEN.

is noticeable that when ripe-minded, eminent

men become Christians they show a simplicity and

2rity perfectly childlike; and there is no fear-

lessness like that of a child in matters of the heart,

An eminent legal gentleman, who had been skep-

al until middle life, was so impressed by a ser-

>n preached in his hearing, that he was led ear-

nestly to examine the truths of religion, and, final-

ly, to embrace them. Strong in his new life, and

happy with the sense of pardoned sin, as soon as

he reached home on the evening of his conversion,

he surprised his wife by saying, " I have found

Christ, and I must set up my family altar. Let us

go into the drawing-room and pray together!
"

His wife was a Christian woman, and might have

been expected to assent at once; but it happened

that the drawing-room was occupied, and, the

guests not being Christians, she felt that their

presence might interfere with devotion. "There

are four lawyers in there, husband," she said.

'Hadn't we better go and have prayers in the

kitchen?'
1

"Wife," said he, " this is the first time I ever in-

vited Jesus Christ to my house, and I am not go-

to invite him into the kitchen."

e went directly to the drawing-room, greeted

the lawyers, and said to them, " My friends, I have

been convinced of the truth of Christianity. I

: found out that Jesus Christ died on the cross

ne. I have given myself to him, and now I am
going to invite him to my house. While I offer my
irst family prayer, you can remain if you will. I

eave it to your choice."

The lawyers all declared they would be glad to

emain, and they did so, while their host conducted

lis devotions. Noble was the example he set

them, there and then, and his act contains a lesson

fjr every one. Whoever, or whatever you have

ith you, give Christ the best room.

The man of whom this story is told, was Judge
McLean, of Ohio, afterward Chief Justice of the

Supreme Court of the United States.

—

Selected,

LOVE STRONQER THAN DEATH.

Tha

phys

who was

l touching story told by Mr. Disraeli

ten announcing the death of the Princess Alice

Parliament. She had been cautioned by the

1 not to inhale the breath of her little boy
ill with diphtheria. The little fellow was
n his bed in the delirium of fever. The
stood by the side of her child and laid her

his brow and began to caress him. The
touch cooled the fevered brain and brought the
wandering soul back from its wild delirium to nes-
tle for a moment in the lap of a mother's love.

1 throwing fcTis arms around her neck he whis-
pered, "Mamma, kiss me." The instinct of a

: stronger than science, and she
her lips to those of her child. And yet

t a woman in all the wide world but
would say she would not have had a mother's heart

: had not kissed her bairn. And so it will be
to the end of time. The mother will kiss her child,

e her husband, and the lover his sweet-
heart, though death in a thousand forms lie con-
cealed beneath the vermillion coloring of the pout-
>ng lipS ,

RULES FOR A QUIET HOUSEHOLD.

We were struck lately by the orderly behavior of

Jarge family of children, particularly at the table,
e spoke of it to their father, and he pointed to a

,aPer pinned to the wall, on which were written
some excellent rules,
benefit of our readers,

Shut every door after you, and without slam-
ming

,t,

begged a copy for the

1 practice of shouting, jumping,2. Don't mak
or running in the

3. Never call to persons upstairs or in the next
room; if you wish to speak to them go quietly to

where they are.

4. Always speak kindly and politely to every-
body, if you would have them do the same to you.

5. When^told to do or not to do a thing, by
either parent, never ask why you should, or should
not, do it.

6. Tell of your own faults and misdoings, not of

those of your brothers and sisters.

7. Carefully clean the mud or

boots before entering the house.

8. Be prompt at every meal hour

9. Never sit down at the table or

room with dirty hands or tumbled h;

10. Never interrupt any conversation, but wait
patiently your turn to speak.

11. Never reserve your good manners for com-
pany, but be equally polite at home and abroad.

12. Let your first, last, and best confidante be
your mother. Have no secrets from her,

off youi

These days we hear of holiness preachers and
holiness meetings. The fact is, every preacher of

the Gospel is a holiness preacher; the Gospel is

the Gospel of holiness. Every Gospel meeting is

a holiness meeting. Holiness is wholeness; it em-
braces the whole of experimental and practical re-

ligion. Holiness embraces the whole of experi-

ence and practice from conviction and repentance

up to perfect love and constant joy. Holiness is

not a branch of Christianity,— it is the whole of it

It is not the goal at which Christians should aim;

but the atmosphere in which they should live. It

is not a supplement to regeneration, but it begins

in it. By Christians it is to be kept rather than

sought, to be practiced rather than professed.

Without holiness no man shall see the Lord, and
yet every child of God, however humble and im-

perfect, shall see the Lord.

-^•~* CORRESPONDENCE *~+~

lotea of Travel shouk

ire not solicited for '

Angels Entertained.

[To some this article may seem a little pointed, but it is none

too much so to meet the approval of not a few in new coun-

tries who have been imposed upon. The article was exam-

ined by others before it came to us, and we are urged to make
room for it soon. There is a demand for it in many of the

newly-settled localities. Read it, take the hint, and strive

not to burden the poor.

—

£d.]

Some months ago sister Underhill gave several

articles on entertaining strangers, which, in the

main, were good. There are, however, generally,

two sides to a question. I will give a few points

that can be enlarged on.

It is certainly very discouraging to be always

looking for a good thing without ever finding it.

Some good people, in certain localities, whose doors

have been open, lo, these many years, in hope of

catching an angel, must see their expectations end

in running a free boarding-house. Of course, the

entertained angel may think his hostess greatly

honored by his presence, and, if it were an angel

from heaven, with a divine message, the people

would be greatly honored, but angels are so scarce

now-a-days, that hardly one, in a long life-time,

graces your domicile with a token of appreciation

for your hospitality, on his departure.

Anciently, angels that were entertained always

left the worth of their accommodations on their

departure. If not in gold coin of the realm, as

every legal obligation requires, it was something

better,—it was peace,—" Peace be unto this house."

Well, does not every guest leave peace? Let us

Here is a man, toiling day by day to provide food
and raiment for his family. His children are call-

ing for clothing. The expense sheet leaves but
fifteen cents per day to clothe the family. Father
says: " We will husband this until we can get the
shoes, hat, or coat, so badly needed." The amount
is anxiously watched. The growth, though slow,
is patiently waited for, but a traveler comes along,
with a friendly smile. He signifies his desire to be
entertained, possibly has a companion, and. as they
have no particular business on hand, are not in a
hurry; so linger a day or two. The kind hostess,
having failed, up to date, to recognize an angel,
thinks that this is one, perhaps. Of course, she
must resort to the laid-by treasure to meet the de-
mand for the entertainment. After the social
greetings and visits, inquiry is instituted where
other angel visits might be made. Then they take
their departure with a "Thank you;—we may be
around in a few weeks or months again, but, if not,

you visit us, and we will return the compliment."

Now let us look up the royal crumbs the dear an-
gels left behind!

A bedroom is to be swept and dusted. The bed-
room furniture must be disgorged of its con-
tents, and a bed-suit must go to the laundry. The
hoarded treasure is exhausted, — this in addition
to the cares of the already over-worked hostess.

The children are deprived of their expected needs
and are complaining and chiding because they
must suffer another long month for want of the
needed comforts. Ere that time is up, however,
another angel is rapping on the door. The wife
discouraged and the husband disheartened, are al-

most made to lament the day of angelic story.

During all this time, peace, sweet peace should sit

enthroned on the brow of that dear wife and hus-
band, who are struggling to keep the wolf from the
door, but it don't. Peace has flown. But why all

this? All because of the sin of covetousness,—

a

sin which prompts some to keep all they can get
and pay out as little as possible.

Some of these supposed angels own fine farms,

have ready cash at their command which they hold

in reserve for their dear children. Though it is

honestly obtained it is thus dishonestly retained.

It costs every man, woman and child something to

live, whether at home or abroad, and if it does not

fron

some one else, and very likely from the one who is

least able to bear it.

Every one, except a tramp, who has neither

house, home, friends nor country, who travels for

health, profit or pleasure, should do like a broth-

er said, when preaching on Abraham's journey:

"Though God called him to leave his country and
kindred and go to a good land, he took his living

along, and did not intend to depend on the inhabi-

tants of the country, or the Lord. That means,
' Pay as you go.' It is just as unchristian-like to

get your living without an equivalent, as it is to

gain property without a just return."

When travelers put up at hotels they know it

means a bill for all it is worth. Why not pay one-

half to your oppressed brother, and thus share a

part of his burden, while you .share his hospitality

and genial society?

One of the best cures for this kind of angels (?)

is to hang out a sign "Boarding and Lodging at

Reasonable Rates," and they will steer clear of that

home.

All Christians and good people desire angels to

visit them, who bring messages of love and good

cheer, and feel wounded if they learn of such, who

lodge where God and his Christ are not known, and

where they cannot leave the benediction of their

peace. It is but right that such should seek the

hospitable homes of the children of God, but they

should also seek to retain the blessing and good-

will of their hostess. Good wishes and empty sym-

pathy are but a hollow mockery.

Every dollar wrenched from the hard wage-

earner, in order to save a dollar of your own, is ill-

gotten gain, and will have to be accounted for at

the bar of God,
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The great divine principle is to do justly, love

mercy, and to do to others as you would have them

do to you. Remember that ten dollars worth of

products from your farm, spent in feeding stran-

gers, is not more than equivalent to one dollar of

that man whose income is only his daily labor, and

who does not know what day his job may end.

What then? Ah, the ten thousand characteristics

which the " almighty dollar" will assume when it

confronts us in the day of judgment! The curses,

because of the love for it, will make music for dev-

ils through eternity. " Bear ye one another's bur-

dens." Again, bear your own burdens. May a

knowledge of these things be seasoned with wis-

dom/ L. C. Hasfeldt.

Los Angeles, Cal., Jan. 14.

These Open Doors.

For some time our pen, respecting things here

at Hutchison, has been silent. We have been

wholly absorbed in the work nearest our door.

Some have cried' out, " Men and brethren, what

shall we do?" We have baptized them. Others

come to us partly naked, and the sisters have

clothed them. Some are hungry, some need vis-

iting and comforting. Hearts are broken, sin

has made its inroads and a thousand pangs strike

through the heart as so many deadly stings from
the enemy of souls. Oh that the unconcerned

might feel and see the misery and woe at their

very doors, for which God will surely hold them
accountable in the day of judgment! Matt. 25.

I have been exceedingly stirred up by the edito-

rial in No. I. Oh that each brother and sister

might read and meditate on those things, brought
so forcibly to our minds! They imply much for or

against us, as the new year rolls on.

The new volume of 1897 is before us. There is

one for each of us,—one leaf for each day of the

new year. God furnishes these leaves to us, wheth-
er minister, deacon, lay-member or sinner. Shall

we have these leaves bear a similar record for 1897,
as they did in the year just passed?

Lay-member,—brother or sister,—do you know
that you were needed to work for God during the
last year, and went not to the work? Remember
the two sons! You and I were the ones who said,

"We will go." How about that preacher who
wanted some one to furnish him a horse or buggy,
and some one to go with him to preach the Gos-
pel? Why did you not go? How about that Sun-
day school over there, where the preacher could
not sing, and almost wept because it was true that
his wife had all the singing to do? What about
that place, where a congregation of a hundred or
two had gathered and you had nothing to do?
What about that mission of yours, where teachers
are few ant! scholars are many, and yet you neither
taught nor gave them a penny?

Personal Piety—We have heard about a conse-
crated ministry, but what about a consecrated
laity? Each member should be taught to conse-
crate himself to the Lord's work, as much so as the

I fear we have too many trying to merit heaven
from a personal standpoint. The train pulls up to
the depot. The agent says, " You better get on.
This train leaves at once." A young man (I dare
not call him a gentleman) presses through the
crowd, pushes down a poor, old crippled woman,
mounts the steps, enters the car, and seats himself
com'ortably. Looking out he sees two gentlemen
assisting this poor woman to the coach.
This may illustrate the attempt of some to enter

or obtain heaven, without being prompted by the
Spirit of Christ. Our blessed Savior lived not only
for o-hers but died for them.

It is not simply paying a little toward a church-
house.-the running expenses,— not simply being
loyal to church order, etc., that merits heaven, but
soul and body must be consecrated to God's holy
cause.

Energetic Brethren on State Mission Boards.
—Of all the men entrusted with God's work, those
are most responsible who have the power delegated

From Los Angeles, Cal.

suited in the

:, to further

for carry-

xi meeting.

On Sunday, Ja

report, which, in

ber, designated if

On the evening of Dec. 31, 1896, the members of

the Los Angeles church met for the purpose of
electing new officers for the Sunday school, and to

discuss the question of starting missions through-
out the city,—away from the immediate vicinity of
the church.

The. work pertaining to the Sunday school was
disposed of in a very pleasant manner, and satis-

factory to all concerned. Then the mission ques-
tion was taken up and discussed,

appointment of a committee of three

look up the matter, to formulate a pla

ing on the work, and to report at the n

they may see fit.

10, the Committee submitted its

fleet, is as follows: " Each mem-
the report, is to take charge of

the work in the district assigned to that member, to
act as its leader, to enlist other members as help-
ers, to do such mission work-as he, in his judgment,
thinks proper, and to give a report of the work
done, at our regular quarterly meetings."
The field for this kind of work, in this city, is

large, and the work, as outlined by the Committee,
covers a considerable portion of it. What can be
done in this line, here, is yet to be seen, but, by the
help of God, and the united efforts of the church,
much good may be accomplished.

L. C. Hosfeldt.
Jan. 16.

From Panora, Iowa.

After laboring about ten days among the mem-
bers of the Laurens church, Pocahontas Co., Iowa,
I am impressed with the thought and duty of try-
ng to bring this " open field " more conspicuously
before our great Brc therhood.

Northwestern Iowa has quite a number of isolat-
ed churches, and many of them rather weak, nu-

.lly and financially, as well as in number of
officials. This is a goodly land, with many natural
dvantages. Much improving and developing

needs to be done yet. Land is cheap, but the sup-
ply of ministers is inadequate to the labor devolv-
ing upon them.
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to them, to push the work. Why not have the most

energetic? But if they will only push as the church-

es push, they must be rated beneath the power
which God, through the church, has delegated to

them, and the church must evidently be censured

for not using the wisdom with which the Lord has

entrusted her.

A question, presented to the State Superintend-

ent, during a session of the State Sunday school con-

vention, held at this place, was, " What is to be
done with Superintendents, Teachers and Officers,

who are slack concerning their Duty." "I must
speak out loud on this question," said the Superin-

tendent, " Drop them and drop them quick." We
can learn from the world that whoever will not per-

form faithfully the task assigned him is not worthy
the trust conferred upon him, and is likely to kill

the work over which he is placed.

The World at our Door—What a grand
thought to know that we can be mission workers at

our own doors! If all had to cross the great ocean,

in order to convert souls, how many, many of us

would be disappointed! There are those who want
to work and who will work and feel responsible, if

we do not, though we could not go so far away to

do it. But, oh, what responsibility must rest on the

elder, ministers and deacons, at the great judgment
day, when we all shall be arrayed before the great

tribunal bar of God, to account for our stewardship
here! Then it will all appear plain enough how we
should have worked and planned for others to help.

But, alas, it will be too latel Many will cry, and
want to be happy in eternity, who were too busy on
the farm, in merchandising, or other worldly busi-

ness, that they had no time to care for these poor
wretched ones. Will God say to us,

—" Well done,"

or "departf" Which,—yes, which?

J. P. Harshbarger
Hutchinson, Kans.

January 30, 189;,

While we do not wish to discourage the energetic

spirit that is pushing out into the frontier, and
planting the banner of our King in new pla

fear some of our people, and especially min
are making a mistake by abandoning, or passing

by, organized churches, that are thus left entirely

without, or only partly supplied, with ministers,

while some of the new places get an over-supply.

By writing to Bro. Jacob Lichty, Secretary of Mis.

sion Board, Waterloo, Iowa, with stamp, statii

your circumstances and desires, he can put you in

communication with parties who will give you
formation on that line. Here is an opportunity to

do good. J, D. Haughtelin.
Jan. 18.

Notes by the Way.

The of meetings at the Killbuck church,

Ind., closed one week ago. The weather wa
favorable, as it rained and snowed during the first

ten meetings, and the congregations were not large

until towards the last, when the attendance and
terest were good. We trust that some good
done.

We arrived home on the evening of Jan. 11. On
the morning of Jan. 12, Bro. D. L. Miller arrived ;

Forgy, Ohio, and the same evening commenced his

"Bible Land Talks " at the Donnel's Creek ch

He gave us five Talks on Bible Lands and
preached five sermons, which were full of Gospel

>e with us, at Donnel's Creek, till
truth.

: " Bible Land
ill Feb. 7.

especially after

about Jan. :

Talks " at the New Carlisle housi

Such meetings are a feast to u

being out preaching for several n

joying this "season of refreshing

permitting, assist at out-posts and mission-points,

Feb. 27 I shall be with the Brethren of Shideler,

Ind., to assist in a series of meetings.

Henry Frantz
Forgy, Ohio, Jan. iS.

shall,

From Sheldon, Iowa.

De
Me one to the

of the quarter,

I was disposed

nd David Mil-

child:

bers of this con
council, for the purpose of calling

ministry. It being near the closi

the business of the quarterly coun
of also. Elders A. D. Nicodemus
ler were with us and labored for us ove
Bro. Miller gave an interesting talk to th-

on Sunday morning.

We miss Bro. Rolston, who is now attending th

Bible school at Mt. Morris. From there he goes ti

his old home in Virginia. We wish him a ph
visit and hope that he may return to us with n
newed zeal for aggressive work.
Through the kind assistance of brethren Mausl

and Miller, of Plymouth County, we manage to gel

all of our regular appointments filled. J
went to Primghar, to attend song service Friday

and Saturday nights, and fill the appointments ovel

Sunday, but, owing to a snow-storm,
to be the worst for eight years, we did not meet a'

all. Last Sunday, at the Sheldon church, o
ence was small, owing to the drifting of the
One thing we feel proud of here, is, that th

brethren and sisters have enough zeal for Christ'

cause, not to let their Sunday school
during the winter, even
never could understand '

kept up during the winti

in Northwestern I

'hy the day-school

r, and the Sunday schoo

must stop. Do those churches that stop thei

schools think that the weather gets too cold a«

bad for the devil to work? Brethren, do not stof

and let the devil get recruits for his army ever)

year, or you might as well give up! Oh, the cold

ness and indifference of professing Christians!

What victories for Christ could be achieve!

in the great West, if we only had disciplined f«

ces! What boundless fields of ripening
{

yet to be reaped! It is surprising how few
the great State of Iowa, are acq lainted with tH

claims of Primitive Christianity, as set forth by ^
Brethren. A few months ago, as I happi
in the extreme northwestern pait of this £

inquired of a young lady as to whethi
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_ iy Dunkard people in that vicinity, to which she

hesitatingly replied, " Do you really mean drun-

kards?" Can we be indifferent, when such start-

ing facts confront us? P. B. Fitzwater.

Jan. 18.
.

From the Montgomery Church, Pa.

There being an interest awakened in this com-

nunity by a few sermons, delivered here, one year

,go, by Bro. Brice Sell, on the " Fall of man and

his degenerated state," we invited him to return, in

order to develop the subject more fully.

0. Sell arrived Jan. 2, and, after preaching on

Saturday evening and Sunday forenoon, he com-

menced on Sunday evening with a discourse on the

creation of all things. He showed the original de-

en of God in nature. He spoke about man, his

anner of living; also the animal, and then the

fall of man, etc. Finally he introduced Christ, who
) restore all things as they were. He found, in

millennial reign of Christ, Eden restored. He
then took up the doctrine of Christ and showed

how it will bring about the restoration of man to

first by Christ's atonement, second by our

obedience.

His labors were well received both by the mem-
bers and outsiders. Carrie Br

Ord, Pa.Jai. 18.

From the Maquoketa Church, Iowa.

E are now few in number and very much scat-

tered. Our appointments can not be kept up, as I

-ighty years of age, and have not been able to

fill the appointments for the last six years. Of late

the Mission Board of the Middle District of Iowa,

j sent us help, so we have meeting now every

ir weeks at Lost Nation, where we built a good
etinghouse. Bro. Jacob Keller, of Cedar Coun-

ty, and Bro. Stephen Johnson, of Benton County,

been sent here by the Board of Middle Iowa
to help us along, for the last two years.

o. Keller commenced a series of meetings at

Lost Nation, Jan. 4, and continued till Jan. 12,

ivhen he was called home by illness in his family.

The meetings were well attended and made deep
pressions on the people. The work *was much
ived. We were sorry to have the meetings
ise so soon, but we hope to have Bro. Keller re-

turn to us soon, and give us more of the Bread of

Mfe. Joshua Shultz.
Elwood, Iowa, Jan. 18.

Notes x from x our x Correspondents.

EUerton, Md.—We, the Brethren of Middletown
Valley, met in council Jan. I. We decided to hold

r love feast May 29, to which we extend the usu-
invitation. Ministers on their way east, to An-

nual Meeting, are invited to be with us. Write to
George Leatherman, Harmony, Frederick Co., Md.
—George S. Harp. Jan. 77.

eenspring, Pa.—Bro. Silas Hoover, of Bills, Pa.,

>een preaching at the Greenspring church, Up-
per Cumberland district, with telling effect. Twen-

'o have united with us by baptism and two
have applied for admission. One precious lamb is

kept out in the cold, longing to enter, but is hin-
dered by her parent.—/?. Givlerjan. 20.

Flora, Ind.—Bro. Stuckman, of Nappanee, Ind.,
'as just closed a very successful series of meetings
n the Flora church. Four bright young men came
™t on the Lord's side and two former members
were reclaimed This church has over three hun-
dred members. Our Sunday school and weekly so-
cial meetings are a great, soul-reviving work.-Jo-
seph Studebaker, Jan. Ig.

Wanted.—A minister to locate in the Ten Mile
congregation, Washington Co., Pa. A house and
"'teen acres of land will be furnished. The mem-
bers also agree to aid in assisting otherwise. The
Brother to be in full faith with the doctrine of the
rethren and an earnest and zealous worker. For
"tther information, address the writer.-S. W.
"«*U, South Strabane, Washington Co., Pa.

Philadelphia, Pa.—Our mission is growing. We
have, at present, one hundred and ten enrolled in

the Sunday school. We have clothed many poor
children and now have them in our school. Some
of these had never attended Sunday school before—

J. W. Cline. Jan. 18.

Codorus Church, Pa.—Dec. 26 Bro. Isaac Rid-
dlesberger, of Quincy, Pa., and J. F. Price, of Line-
boro, Md., came to us and preached nineteen soul-

cheering sermons. Two were received into the
church by baptism; others were almost persuaded.
—S. B. Myers, Graydon, Pa., Jan. II.

Ft. Collins, Colo.—Our council, Jan. 9, found us
in love and union. We are few in number and need
help. The harvest truly is great at this place, but
the laborers are few. If we had an able minister
with us for a few months, we believe great good
might be done. Come and help us!—/. F. Shuck.

Jan. 11.

Barren Ridge, Va—Jan. 3 Bro. S. A. Sanger
came to our church and began a series of meetings.

Owing to a great deal of sickness in the communi-
ty, the meetings were not so well attended. Bro.

Sanger himself was not very well part of the time.

The meeting closed Jan. 13. Although there were
no accessions, we trust that the seed sown may
bring forth much fruit in its season.

—

N. Walter

Coffman./an.lS.

Arcadia, Nebr.—We met in council at Bro. J. B
Mowery's, Jan. 14. All business that came before

the meeting was disposed of with the best of feel-

ing. Some other important business was deferred

because our elder was not present. Our Bible

Normal closed last Sunday night, with a Bible

reading, conducted by Bro. H. E. Price. Though
such a meeting was new here, it was fairly attend-

ed—.0. M Ross, Jan. ig.

Chiques Church, Pa.—Last night closed a two
weeks' series of meetings at the Chiques Hill hoi

Bro. John Herr, of Myerstown, Pa., preached,

all, sixteen sermons. He held forth the Truth with

power. Three souls became willing to follow Je-

sus, and there are evidences that others are serious-

ly considering the necessity of serving him. Feb.

6 a series of meetings will commence at the Green
Tree house. Bro. J. K. Pfautz, of Farmersville, Pa.,

has promised to labor for us.

—

John C. Zug.Jan. 18.

Black Rock, Pa.—Bro. David Etter, of Dauphin
County, Pa., came to us and preached for us from
Nov. 21 to 29. Dec. 26 Bro. F. C. Renner, of Fred-

erick County, Md., commenced holding meetings

and continued until the evening of Jan. 3. Jan. II,

Bro. Isaac Riddlesberger, of Franklin County, Pa.,

came to us. He will continue meetings until the

evening of the 17th. As a result of these meetings,

one has been made willing to serve God. The
church is much encouraged by the labors of these

brethren.—E. S. Miller, Jan. 15.

Centralia, Wash.—The Brethren here assembled

Jan. 2, to organize a church, which work was prop-

erly attended to by all present. There are twelve

members located here, four of whom united with us

by letter. Five were received by Christian bap-

tism in 1896. Bro. Allen Ives was chosen elder of

this organization. We have no deacon at present.

It was agreed by all present that this church be

known as the " Centralia church." May this little

band of workers be faithful in Christ Jesus! This

church desires to have a minister locate here and

remain with the work.

—

Alice S. Christlieb, Jan. 15.

Glendora Church, Cal.—There is a flourishing

church here, with brethren Norcross and Urey as

ministers. Bro. Joseph Trostle had lately taken the

oversight, but has now moved to Compton, thirty

miles distant, which will make the church work

here inconvenient for him. This congregation is

made up of two parts,—one at Covina, five miles

south of here, yet working in harmony with the

Brethren here. We find the members very kind

and affectionate towards each other. We love to

labor with them. The church here has decided to

hold a series of meetings in the near future. Bro.

I. D. Parker is engaged to do the preaching.

—

Har-

vey M. Barkdoll, Alosta, Cal., Jan, ty.

Roann, Ind.—We have just closed an interesting

and enjoyable series of meetings, which began Dec.
26, and closed last night, Jan. 20, conducted by
Eld. Dorsey Hodgden, of Huntington County,
Ind. He preached, in all, thirty-eight sermons,
full of Gospel truths, and well to the point. Saints
were greatly encouraged to press forward, with re-

newed zeal, in the good work of the Lord. Fifteen
dear souls were added to the fold of Christ, four-

teen by Christian baptism and one reclaimed that

had strayed away. The ages of those baptized
ranged from fourteen to fifty-four years. Our dear
brother goes from here to the City of Elkhart, Ind.,

to continue his labors for the Lord.—Joseph John,

Jan. 21.

Keuka Church, Fla.—Jan. 14 Bro. C. D. Hylton
commenced preaching at the Keuka church. He
gave us twelve able sermons. Bro. J. C. Lahman
preached on Sunday forenoon. Bro. Hylton
closed his meetings on Sunday night. While there

were no accessions, the members were much built

up. We hope the cause may prosper by the labors

of Bro. Hylton. We much regret that Eld. E. J,

Neher will leave us very soon. We wish him and
family God's blessing. At this writing quite a
number of people in our locality are down with La
grippe. Nearly all of Bro. E. J. Nehcr's family

were sick at one time, but are improving now. We
are having warm but dry weather at present.—/. /.

Miller. Jan. 20.

Indian Creek, Pa.—Bro. I. B. Ferguson, of

Somerset Connty, Pa., came to the Nedrow school-

house, in the southern part of Westmoreland Coun-
ty, Jan. 9, and continued meetings until Jan. 17,

He preached, in all, ten soul-cheering sermons to a

crowded house of attentive hearers. One precious

soul was made willing to accept Christ by baptism.

He was seriously hurt by the fatal tree-fall that re-

moved three others from time to eternity, in a mo-
ment, on the evening of Jan. 19, 1896, when Bro.

Ferguson held a meeting at the same schoolhouse.

Bro. Ferguson proclaimed the Word with power
and the Spirit. We have preaching at the Nedrow
schoolhouse every four weeks, and social meeting

every two weeks.

—

Jeremiah Faust, Champion, Pa.,

Jan. 19.

Shippensburg, Pa.—On Sunday, Dec, 27, our

new church edifice, 36x52 feet in size, with a seat-

ing capacity of four hundred, was dedicated. The
dedicatory sermon was ably delivered by Bro, Swi-

gart, of Huntingdon, Pa. He also preached a very

interesting sermon on Sunday evening, when he

was succeeded by Bro. Joseph Long, of York, Pa,,

who preached eighteen soul-reviving sermons, As
an immediate result four souls were led to accept

Christ through baptism. Many more were almost

persuaded. The house was crowded every evening,

and excellent attention was manifested throughout

the meetings. We earnestly hope that the good

seed, sown by Bro. Long, shall soon spring forth

and bear an abundant harvest. On Sunday, Jan. 3,

we organized a Sunday school of one hundred and

eight scholars. Bro. Crist Foglesonger was elect-

ed Superintendent, and the writer Assistant.— W.

M. Foglesonger.

South Keokuk Church, Iowa.—Our quarterly

council was held Dec. 19. We reorganized our

Sunday school for the coming year. Bro. Frank

Gillam was elected superintendent. We have had

an evergreen Sunday school for the last few years,

and generally have better attendance in winter

than summer. While we have but a membership

of fifty-six, our Sunday school had an average

attendance of forty-nine for fifty-two lessons in

i8l,6. We use the Brethren's literature; also the

Disciple and Sunday School Song Book. Our agent

for the Messenger secured twenty subscribers for

the paper. We had preaching on Christmas. At
the close of the meeting a collection was taken up

for the General Mission, amounting to S575. Bro.

A. Wolf, of Libertyville, Iowa, came to us Jan. 3,

to do some mission work, but, wing to inclemen-

cy of the weather, he closed with three sermons.

A collection of S470 was taken up,—Mary Heil

man, OUie, Iowa, Jan. 20.



Correction.— In my communicatu

n Messengf.r No. 2, page 27, it should

•Bro. Ada Shiidc

. fellohave recently been reste

ship," not " Bro. Arnold and wife." I

am sorry this mistake occurred. It

was not so intended.

—

Benj, Leckrone,

Ziontown, Ohio.

Maple Grove Church, Kans.—The
regular quarterly council occurred Jan.

9. Brethren J. P. Nofzigcr, of Nebras-

ka, and John Wertz, of Quinter, Kans.,

were with us. A choice was held for a

minister. The lot fell on Bro. George

Friend, who was installed into office.

Our elder, J, R Garber, requested to

be relieved from the oversight of this

church, which was granted, and John
Wertz chosen elder. The brethren

preached three soul-cheering sermons

while with us. Our Sunday school was

partially re-organized by electing Bio.

G. M. Throne, Superintendent.—Aldula

Throne, Norton, Kans.

Ames Church, Iowa. — We met in

council Jan. 16. Our elder, Bro. John
Diehl, was present, and also Bro. Geo.

Thomas, of Idaho, and Bro. James
Thomas, of Prairie City. Our elder,

nducted the meeting,

re chosen for the pres-

Samuel Goughnour was

elder, Bro. J. McColly
nd the undersigned

: dear brother was
claimed. We have but a small flock

and no minister here. We would bi

very glad if we could have a minister

located among \is.—Lissie McColly, Gil-

bert Station, Ioiva,Jan. 18.

Prairie View Church, Mo.—At our

Sunday school. Bro. Charles Shcpp
was chosen Superintendent. We will

use the Brethren's Sunday School Song
Book. Bro. Urn. Holsopp e is teach-

ing a class in vocal music at Prairie

View.—Bertha Kring. St. Martini, Mo.,

Jan. i7 .

Middle District, Ohio.—A few weeks
ago Bro. W. Q Calvert, of Mayhill,

Ohio, came and gave us a two weeks'

meeting, and presented to us many in

teresting thoughts from the Bible. Wi
believe that good impressions havi

been maHe, and that some are count
ing the cost of their soul's salvation.—

J). P. Sollcnberger, Jan. i7 .

realized that it would be the last on

earth with many. Hutsonville will be

my next point.—£>. B. Gibson, Jan. 18.

MINISTERIAL PROGRAMS.

McPherson Church, Kans.

The Ministerial Meeting in the above-named
church will be held on Tuesday, April

A. M.
TOPICS.

i. "How to Select Suitable Texts to Instruct

and Edify Different Congregations."—Daniel
Vaniman, Edward Frantz.

2. " How to Awaken the Church
Zeal in Missionary Work. Also, the Necessity

of Properly Sustaining the Missioi

cob Wilmore, S.Z.Sharp.

3. What Plan can be Devised to Get the

Attend Church Councils—Espi

January 30, 1897,

Middletown, Ind.—Bn
preached at this placi

he not feel ng

, D. F. Ho
to-day. 1

he had 1

We

Diehl,

ent yea

Treasurer,

crelary. Or

Gilman, Ind.— Dec. 29 Bro. Henry
Frantz, of Forgy, Ohio, commenci
series of meetings in the Killbuck
church. He preached, in all, sixteen

sermons, including one funeral serr

Dec. 30, Ora Mahoney, son of Bro.

than and sister Catherine Mahoney,
aged twelve years, while out hunting
with a friend, was injured by the acci

dental discharge of a gun, the contents
of which entered his side. He lived

about four hours. On account of the
inclemency of the weather, and sick-

ness, the attendance at the meetings,
abo ed to, nail. The

y accessions, yet

igcd, and we think the meetings

:pect Bro. I. J.

of Co ngton, Ohi. to

Anti-

will be

that pla

hold a ser.es c

och church, to begin somet
ruary.— Katie Mtllspaughjan. 14.

Nez Perces, Idaho.—We are about
twenty miles from an organized church.
Bro. Geo. Thomas, of Nez Perces, for-

merly of Iowa, an able speaker and
ic worker, thinks we
organize a church at

e already have about
twelve members, in and around that
place, and think that more will locate
here in the spring. The members of
the Moscow church have now decided
to send for Eld. M. M. Bashor, of Sa-
lem. Oregon, and we hope that he will
be able to come over on what is known
as the " Nez Perces Reservation," and
preach for us. We have but few meet-
inghouses built, but the people are all

wdling to have preaching in their
houses. The regular quarterly council
of the Pot Latch congregation will be
held Feb. 13. Bro. Enoch Faw is the
minister.—Nanna V, Rinehart, Jan. ij.

meeting to-night

Wellington to fill the next appoint-

ment. Last Sunday Bro. John Hoover
preached for us out at the old church.

s from Colorado and is here visit-

lis mother and relatives. He did

not shun to preach the Word.—Florida

J. E.Green, Jan. i7 .

Cottage Grove, Ind—Bro. I. B. Wike
came to us Jan. 2 and preached, in all,

nineteen soul-inspiring discourses; the
best of the services was the children's

meeting. We had attentive listeners

during our meetings. Our services

were made far more interesting by a

half-hour song service each evening h
fore preaching, conducted by Br
Wike. There were no accessions I

the church, yet we feel that no serii

of meetings ever held here was pro-

ductive of more good.—Susie A. Brum-

Cerrogordo, 111.— I was present at

the re-organtzation of the "Sisters' Be-
nevolent Society," of Cerrogordo
During the last quarter they have do-
nated S50.79 to the Armenian Orphans'
Home. Two hundred and forty-nine

garments were donated to the Western
sufferers, and one hundred and fifty-

nine garments to the Old People's and
Orphans' Home, Mexico, Ind. Nine-
ty-four garments, four comforts, and
fifty yards of new goods were distrib-

uted to the poor at home. Children

clothed and brought into

Sunday school, and mothers' and fa-

the ade glad to the

lothed,

the harvest be for such dear workers!
G. W. Cripejan. 15.

Milmine, 111.—One more has been
baptized in this church since our last

eport. Our meetings at Milford, Ind,,

losed with three baptized and many
tear the kingdom. The question-box
brought out expressions on nearly all

peculiar characteristics. Many
e out who do not usually attend
tings of any kind. The answer to

cretism " brought out the Lodge
1, who gave candid attention to our

objections. We hope good was ac-

plished, as no animosity was en-
gendered. Brethren McClure, J. C.
Stoner and the writer met with the Al-

hurch to do soma work. Bro
S. W. Garber was ordained to the eld-
irship. One was baptized since last

eport. During my care of this church
here have been sixteen baptized and
quite a number reclaimed. Our fare-

eeting was very tender, as we

cially the Young?"—A. W. Rose, C. E. Ar-

nold.

4. " How to Approach and Gain our Erring
Members more Successfully."—A. C. Wieand,
Lora Detter,

5. " In what Way can a Deacon's Wife be a

Help to Him in his Office?"—Joanna Keedy,
Sadie Dresher.

6. "What Method to Pursue to Obtain Gos-
pel Plainness and less Conformity to the
World."—John Wise, Enoch Eby.

7. " How to Teach and Encourage our Visit-

ing Brethren to Perform the Visit (Annually or

Otherwise) with a greater Degree of Piety, and
less Haste."—Jacob Vaniman, John Myers.

'How to Awaken in the Laity a Deeper
Regard for the Ministry to Assist in Preaching
the Gospel."—Joseph Calvert, J. P. Harshbar-

' How can Greater Activity on the Part

of Young Members in Church Work be Pro-

1?"—Moses Brubaker, Isaac Brubaker.
W. A. Rose,

)
A. F. Miller, f Committee.
J. P. Harshbarger, )

HAMILTON.-In the Bachelor Run congre.

gation, Carroll Co., Ind., sister Mary, 1

Eld. Hiel Hamilton, aged 87 years, 4 momhj
and 11 days. She united with the Brctbrc

church a number of years ago, and lived an

exemplary Christian life, being very much ai.

tached to the cause of her Savior and the in.

terest of the church. Funeral services by Eld
Solomon Blickenstaff, from Job 5: 26.

ment in the Flora cemetery.

A. W. ElKENBERRY.

MESSENGER.—At her home at Wayn<
ville, Mo„ Jan. 2, 1897, of blood poison, sist

Sarah E., wife of Bro. Nathan Messenger, aged

45 years 2 months and 13 days. She \

exemplary member of the Brethren church and

a teacher in the Sunday school. Forty-eigl

hours before her death she called for the eli

nted. She igci

-MATRIMONIAL-

HAMEL—GRUBER.—At the residence of

Eld. J. H. Baker, Jan. 12, 1897, Bro. Martii
mel, of Alvo, Nebr., and sister Mary Gruber,*of

Astoria, 111. Mattie Dav

GEISER—SMITH.-At the residence of the

bride's parents, Jan. 12, 1897, by the writer, Dr
John S. Geiser, 1607 Edmondson Ave,, Balti

City, Md.,

retary of the Ho
ren cburch of B;

bury, Baltimore,

:er Mary I. Smith, Sec

sionFundof the Breth-

, 23 Druid Ave., Wood.

J. A. Bricker.

FALLEN i ASLEEP . .

.

YOUNCE.—In the Solomon's Creek congre-
gation, Elkhart Co., Ind., Jan. 12, 1897, of heart
trouble. Eld. Davis Younce, aged 69 years, 4
months and 12 days. He had been ailing for

a long time, and, for nearly a year, could not
lie down upon his bed to sleep, Night and
day he sat upon his chair, and at last quietly
[ell asleep,—a natural sleep which ended in a
sleep of death. Bro. Younce did much labor

n the Lord's vineyard. The earlier portion of
nis ministry was in Ohio, a short time in Phila-

delphia, Pa., and the latter part of his life in

Indiana—most of that time in the Solomon's
Creek congregation, in which he was ordained

the eldership. He leaves a companion,
h whom he lived nearly fifty-five years; also

1 sons and two daughters. Three children

preceded him to the world of spirits. Short
ces were conducted by the writer at the

\ according to his request. The remains
then conveyed to the Syracuse cemetery
aid to rest.

J. H. Warstler.

lINES,—Near Union Bridge, Carroll Co.,

Md„ Jan. 5, 1897, sister Mary S. Haines, aged
S4 years, 8 months and 27 days. Her remains

laid to rest in the cemetery at Pipe Creek
and the occasion improved by the writer, and

s, from Rev. 7: 9. She was the only
daughter of Jacob Switzer. She had four
brothers, but outlived them all. As we turned

from the grave the President of the First

nal Bank, Westminster, Md., said, " You
t bury any better people than she was."

E.W. Stoner,

husband (a deacon in the church) and two

daughters (both sisters). Funeral services b

Eld. S. Stump and J. Deleplain. Text, Jo

14: 14, " If a man die, will be live again? "

W. J. Hively.

ROYER.-In the Ephrata church, Pa., Jar

6, 1897, of heart failure, Bro. Reuben R. Royet,

aged 69 years, 5 months and 2 days. He leaves

id four children. Fur
brethren Amos Hottenstein and E. B. Lefevet,

J, R. Roye

CHRISTNER.-In the Summit Mills

gregation, Somerset Co , Pa„ Jan. 7, 1897,

seph Christuer, aged 83 years, 7 months and

days. He united with the Brethren church

2r sixty years ago. Funeral services by tbc

iter, from Rev. 14: 13, assisted by brethren

Joel Gnagyand J. Peck. H. A. Stahl.

DAVIS.—In the Ashland church, Ohio, i

Steam Corners, Dec. 18, 1896, Susan Davis,

jed 71 years, 11 months and 5 days,

rvices at the Union meetinghous
riter, from 1 Cor. 15:26. W. F. En

SUMPTION.—In the bounds of the Maplt
Grove church, Ashland Co,, Ohio, Jan. 12, 181

William Fred, youngest child of William a

Anna Sumption, aged 1 year, 6 months and
days. Funeral services by the writer, in
Mark lo: 14. W. F. England

BENTZ.— In the White Oak church, La
caster Co., Pa., sister Amanda, widow of the

late Elias Bentz, aged 71 years, 6 months and

7 days. She had a stroke of apople;

five weeks ago, which was the cause

death. She leaves two daughters and <

-all r ried. Funeral s ibyt
ters of the WhiteOak church. J. R. Ro

DELLINGER.—In the Seneca church, Hu
ron Co., Ohio, Bro. Henry Dellinger, aged t

years, 5 months and 8 days. He was born i

York County, Pa., Aug. 3, 1829. He was ma
ried to Elizabeth Sennctt, Sept. 23, 1858. To

this union were born seven children, or

ing preceded him. He leaves a wife, thr«

sons and three daughters. Funeral servie

by the home ministers, from Eccl. 12: 7.

Adam B. Beelman

CROUSORE.— In the Greentown church,

Ind., Jan. 4, 1897, sister Rhoda Ann(Bogue)
Crousore, aged 72 years, 3 months and 8 days.

Funeral occasion improved by the wri

sisted by A. Caylor. Daniel Bock.

MILLER— In the Lower Stillwater church,

affection ot tb(

sd 72 years,

months and 19 days. Deceased was born it

Lebanon County, Pa., March 13, 1824. Funee

al services from 2 Cor. 5: 1-10, by Eld.

Smith, and the associate ministers of Lower

Stillwater church. L. A. Bookwaltek.

WINGARD.— In the Peach Blossom church,

Md„ Dec. 23, [896, of malignant scarle

Paul R„ only child of George and Mary Win'

was a bright little boy, well beloved

by those who knew him. Jos. D. Wingard.

MARTIN.—In the Naperville cburch, Dii'

page Co., 111., Jan. 12, 189-, of kidney troublf.

Eld. Christian F. Martin, aged 78 years,

tbs and 12 days. Deceased was born

Erie County, Pa. He was married to 5arat>|

Rhodes, of Erie County, New York, i

In 1849 they came West. Bro. Mart
chosen to the ministry in 1861 and ordain^]

in 1875. He leaves eight childret

ind one daughter preceded him
world. Funeral services at the Nap^I
:hurch by Eld. Jacob and Bro. Aaron So!'j

lenberger, from Job 14: 14,

C, E, BARJtDOLL.



January 30, 1897.

CRIPE.— In the Cando church, N. Dak., Jan.

3 1897, sister Elisabeth Cripe, aged 43 years

and 7 days. She was a faithful member of the

Brethren church for twenty-five years, and

loved by all who knew her. She had stomach

trouble for many years. She was the mother

of eleven children, of whom six have been

:alled away. She leaves five children and a

dear companion. The neighbors were all with

her on her birthday, at which time she seemed

bright and cheerful. She was buried Jan. 6,

, at the German Baptist graveyard. The

funeral will be preached later on.

Sina Anderson.

SHR1DER.—In the Jonathan Creek congre-

gation, Perry Co., Ohio, Dec, 20, 1896, sister

Lydia, consort of Bro. Adam Shrider, aged 51

years, it months and 17 days. She leaves a

husband and five children. Three children

preceded her to the spirit land. During her

protracted illness,—which lasted nearly nine

months,—she bore her suffering with Christian

fortitude. Funeral services by the writer from

Rev. 22: 14. Quincy Leckrone.

BROWN.— In Brownsville, Md., Jan, 7, 1897,

sister Mary Magdalene Brown, aged 81 years

and 2 days. Funeral services by brethren El:

Vourtee, David Ausherman and Otho S. High

barker, from Luke 12: 37. This had been se

lected by the deceased during her lifetime as

the text for her funeral sermon. She united

with the church about fifty-seven years ago

She is survived by two sons and one daughter

J. E. M. Castle.

GILBERT.— In the Lower Twin church,

Ohio, Jan. It, 1897, of diphtheria, Jesse, son of

Bro. Thomas and sister Susie Gilbert, aged 7

years, 2 months and 16 days. He leaves

iher, mother, three sisters and two brothi

Two dear ones from the same family circle

preceded him to the spirit land. Funeral sen

ices by the writer from Job 16: 22.

B. F. Petry.

BROWN.—In the Brownsville, Md., congr.

gation, near Weaverton, Sept. 7, 1896, Br
James S. Brown, aged nearly 70 years. Ft

neral services by Eld. Eli Yourtee. Decease

was engaged in cutting off corn Not retun

ing at the proper time in the evening, his wil

went to her neighbor's to inquire for hin

Search was instituted and his lifeless remain

were found next morning, quite near to where
he had been working. Heart disease, it is

thought, caused the sudden end. A widow,
one son and one daughter survive him.

J. E. M. Castle.

MYERS.— In the Greenmount church, Va.,

Dec. 31, 1896, Bro. Jacob Myers, aged 84 years,

4 months and 23 days, Bro. Myers was an
earnest member of the church and served
faithfully in the office of deacon for a number
of years. For the last few years of his life he

suffered a great deal with vertigo, but bore his

afflictions patiently. He was paralyzed a short

time before his death. Services at the Baptist

church near his home. Occasion improved by
elders

J. P. Zigler and Benjamin Miller, from
p s, 17: 15. Jacob A. Garber.

KESTER.—At the home of his daughter,
near Galesburg, Kans., Aug. 4, 1806, Bro. Her-
mann Kester, aged 76 years, 7 months and 1

day. Deceased was born in Henderson Coun-
ty, New Jersey, Jan. 3, 1820. He was married
to Sarah Tharp, Nov. 19, 1842. In 1852 they
moved to Illinois, and to Kansas in 1872. He
leaves an aged companion and five children.
One daughter preceded him. He united with
the Brethren church forty-five years ago. He
identified himself with the Progressive church
in 1885. Funeral services by A. J. Hixson, as-
sisted by Bro. S. Hodgden, from Rev.*!*; 13.

S. J. Kester.

WHISTLER—In the New Haven church,
Mich., Jan. 12, 1897, Bro. Horace Whistler, aged
34 years. Deceased was found dead in bed.
Death came without a moment's warning. He
was the son of Bro. Andrew and Catharine
Whistler, and was never married. Funeral
services by the writer, assisted by Bro. D.
Chambers. Geo. E. Stone.

CLARK—In the bounds of the Ashland
congregation, Ashland, Ohio, Jan. 10, 1897,
Hettie Clark, aged 84 years, 4 months and 20
days, She was a devoted member of the Men-
nonite church and loved by all who knew her.
Funeral services were conducted at the Dickey
meetinghouse by Mr. Good, of the Mennonite

tttti ©OSPEL !^T:F?SSTr,"NrQ\ELR*.

faith, assisted by the <

W. F. England,

• ADVERTISEMENTS •

Six months (ri tiroes)

WNo Cuts or other electro'stoserted un!

Cincinnati Flyer.

Motion Route and C. H. 6; D.

The Monon has put on n last Oyer lor Indlannp,

quipped with elegao

Farm and Mill for Sale.

Baltimore City Church.

James T. Quinlan,

Shipping and Commission Merchant

305 S. Charles St.. Baltimore. Md,

Putter, Egg., Poultry, Game auo Fruits, Speolal-

Teeter's Commentary

The prices on this popular and 1

liable Commentary have now been 1

duced to the following:

Cloth Binding, two volumes, - $4.00

Half Leather, two volumes, - - 4.50

Half Morocco, two volumes, - - S-OO

Send for Special Prices to Agents.

Stoemake£sJ)()U|_T[{Y

Eggs and Incubators,

.ATjlELUCED

PRICES.

Our Publications.

Children at Work—Weekly; well-illastra-

ted; contains the Sunday school lesson, with

explanation, etc., adapted to the understanding
of small children. No better publication can
be found for the little boys and girls of our
Sunday schools.

The Gospel Messenger.—A laifa, religions

weekly,—published in the interest of the Breth-

ren or German Baptist church and their only
recognized church organ. Price, $1.50 per

The Young Disciple.—An illustrated week-
ly for the young. This is one of the most in-

teresting Sunday school papers published, and
should be used in all the schools within reach

of our people.

copies

:oplei

Brethren '4 Family Almanac—Every fam-

ily should have this Almanac; complete in ev-

ery way. Price, per copy, to cents; special

terms to energetic agents.

Brethren's Quarterly.—Prepared for all ad-

vanced classes. It contains the lesson text

and a complete explanation of the lesson

throughout. In preparing this quarterly we
keep constantly in view the needs of the

Brotherhood, and aim to fully adapt it to their

Singh 1

• 3Kc

Juvenile Quarterly.—Prepared especially

for the intermediate classes. This is one of the

neatest, and best illustrated quarterlies pub-

lished. The pictures are selected with great

care, and every lesson is illustrated. The little

folks are delighted with It.

Single aubi-crlpnoQ, per your, §0 ccoti

Sunday School Supplies.—We keep any
thing that is used in Sunday school work,

Write us for prices on goods not adver-

tised here,

Sunday School Reward Cards.—Oar stock

of cards is large and presents a variety

in styles and prices so as to please all.

Please send us a trial order and be con-

r Designs, very line, Dowered bor

r Designs, very fine gilt edge, slie

ited, extra nne.slse 4x8,

jOBsed Designs, sue «x«

soiled, extra floe, Bi*e3^x5«,. .

Ib and Landscape, slseSxCK
is and Landscape, size 8x6tf

vers and Landscape, slie3«x6«,.
Band Landscape, site SKx£& . . .

» Soenery, slie 8*x6>i

Scripture 'J

Other Helps.—We are prepared to finish

3{ble Dictionaries, Commentaries, Maps, sdc!

Utblei of every description. Always writs

iclore ordering elsewhere.

When ordering cards be inre to give n«n>-

her and price as well as the name, so tha'

•here may be 00 nutate.

New Brethren Colony at Mount Morris,

Morrison Co., Minn.

i purchase prlot

.wii.i.. nununlly.

ney right .long. 1 expect . port.bio

l',!,',i'» ll'n", loooted"
ulllolontly, o,

"uS,.S,oX.°l" ',I,I,-I„„«1„b

h In, r„uslog (lolly.

|,n rl Uiiliirn, IntorrooU ,n .bout tb.

Farmers and Fruit Growers, Attention!

"V7"e Tan. Hid.es.

I; liNiln mill :-lil]i hy |>i-]>nM Ir.-ltfiil.

FOR SALE
A 40-barrei Roller Mill, with

1897
Brethren's Family Almanac

Our Almanac for 1897 has been greatly en-

larged and well deserves a place in every fam-

ily. Send ten cents for a copy, or, better

yet, send $1.50 for the Gospel Messrn-
GRR from now to the end of 1897, and receive

the Almanac

FREE.
t3T*We also offer liberal inducements to

agents who are prepared to push the sale of

the Almanac. Write nsl

jyWe call special ;

passed facilities in procuring for oar readers

any book published, at especially low prices,

In ordering books always give title of book,

author and publisher,



. * ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISTRICT riEETINdS.

North Dakota!
SPECIAL INDUCEMENTS FOR

HOME -SEEKERS!

Free Lands, which Produce all the

Staple Crops. No Uncer-

tainty in Title !

FREE AS AIR. - Government Land is free

to all citizens.

GOOD CROPS. That the land is good is

shown by Hie crops produced.

MO TAXES.— Homesteads cannot be taxed

ned.

NO STONES AND STUMPS.- Prairie land

is always ready for the plow. A crop can

be raised on the sod plowing. No fertilizer

is needed.

THE CLIMATE. -The climate in North Da-

kota gives vigor and health to man and an-

imal life. The winter has no chilling, shiv-

ering cold, and the summer no oppressive,

sweltering heat.

THE WATER.-Good water is to he had in

wells from fifteen to thirty feet deep.

STOCK RAISING AND DAIRYING. No
belter grasses in the world; few animal dis-

eases; no sloppy, muddy ground for ani-

mals to stand in. All conditions favor dai-

rying. No artificial butter color needed.

HARDENING.— Persons fond of making gar-

den can gratify their taste to the fullest

MARKET TOWNS.—Along the Great North-

ern Railway will he found towns, with good

stores and other facilities.

SCHOOLS AND CHURCHES.-No one need

fear a lack of schools and churches in

North Dakota,

WHAT YOU SHOULD DO. -II you arc an

eastern renter, or have a farm too small

to make a guml living tor yourself and give

your children a start, go to North Dakota
and locate m the Red River Valley, Dev-
il's Lake District, or Turtle Mountain
Country.

GOOD PROOF.— During the past two or three

years many Brethren from eastern States

have located at no less than eighteen points

along the Great Northern Railway. They
sent committees to investigate the county
before a person located. The fact that sev-

eral hundred of them have already gone to

that State to live may be taken as proof

positive, not only of the fertility of the soil,

but of the salubrity of the climate, sufficien-

cy of the rainfall, and the fair conditions in

other respects.

IF YOU WANT printed matter about North
Dakota, containing testimonials of peo-
ple who live there and speak from expe-
rience, or information about rates, routes

B. L. CARTER, Girard, 111., «»

Dry Goods, Shoes, Etc,

CAPS a ipccMty. Sample, inn on application

Catarrh Inhaler FREE

!

nows irftra
THE TJKp
TIME! K'JSSSS

zfizz:

Catarrh, Asthma, Headache, Bronchitis
Partial Deafness, Roaring Id the

Head, Colds in the Head
and Tuberculosis,

DE. E. J. WORST,
*M Aiblaad, Ohio.

XIHIIE GOSPEL MESSENGER.

FARMING

LANDS

Prairie Lai ids
in Minnesota find

North Dakota.

L mrls trill n
II

-r.r /» cheaper than

PLd
iiny liinnls fur nig or tho CROP PAYMENT

FREE HOW

%$ i;;'.;"„t
:„;""''

i,\V, II I'i.'l-i ', Hi'll-nli. Ml I.,...|l,,

Visit the hen
BOWBELLS ft
lacs" Lakes in
fnr homestead
Thcaefarming
those ofRamse
Bottineau Coun

aken nearKen

it ifit

War

; To

hum

KENMARE and
; ncur the "Des
1 County, opfiiotl
V, July' 27, J S!)(i.

ruiT, h'olette tint!

On Nor. 1st, I'S'Hi,

slfii<ls hurl lici-it

and Boa-bells.

OUR ILLUSTRATED LAND PRIMERS
N'/V' 21, 22 in.- 1 44, M'iili iiiui.P.i.ifMl.-.l ;,,r t„ ;..,>

HALF FARES [I'.^'^I^ha

A-I.ln- m.T. I. llHlflV Li.ixl ,!,,.) hi.lu-triftl Acent,
"Soo" Hmlnn, M 1 NM .U'DLiS, M mi.. .-<! 'i,

Or. A. A. JACK, Traveling IuimiKnili.m .U-.Tit.
.

Or, FRANK SWIi'KAKH. 1W. l,,,,„i,-i.n;,.'„ A .-.»*'.

NORTH MAM IIKMI-.U. hulirmi,.

Or aja S»utb Clark St., Chicago, III.

If you get an Almanac, be sure to get a good
ne. The Brethren's Almanac has all the

: a first-class Almanac.

Windsor
European Hotel,

TRIBUNE BLOCK,

145 lo .53 Dearborn St. S. Gregstbn, Prop.

CHICAGO, ILL.

Can Do So
r Eddy Counties, North

You Can Buy a Farm

The Laud Department

Northern Pacific Railway Co

On Ten Years' Time, one-tenth Cash down
Balance in ten equal Annual Pay-

ments, 6 per cent Interest.

C. W. MOTT,

Victor Headache Specific

—CURES-
HEADACHES,

HEADACHES,
HEADACHES

!

peculiar to women.

It Is No Experiment!

It Is No Narcotic!

It Does Not Stupefy!

It Does Kill Pain!

io sgsa

Horns Off!

settled! It Is admitted by everybody

January 30, 189;.

WW
Brethren's

Plain Clothing

There is no excuse (or any member of

the Brethren church, who wishes to wear

Plain Clothing, not having it.

Samples of cloth from which we make
ing blanks, tape Jj

and 1 dering will be
sent on application. Our rules for self-

measurement are so simple any one can
understand them,

We guarantee the fit, the make and
tbe quality to be satisfactory to purchas-

er or goods can be returned, Our prices

are reasonable. Address,

Phillipson Clothing Co.,

47K WARSAW, IND.

ir:

THE

NEFF

COW

MILKER!

Stock Sale

!

sons interested in fine stock should write

for catalogue of sale to be held in Shannon,

111., Feb. .8, 1897. Address:

SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN,
Siiir,'"

'

swsssr
MUNN & CO.,

ALL ABOUT NEBRASKA.

illustrated pamphlet lias recently

published by the Chicago, Burlington & Qui""

R. R., giving complete information abou'

the farm lands of Nebraska. Copies may 1

had, without charge, upon application to P.

Eustis, General Passenger Agent, Cbicag

111, 318
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^EDITORIAL i MISCELLANY-^

The Salvation Army folks did a very foolish

thing in New York a few weeks ago. They adver-
tised the burning of the devil, and then charged an

ission fee to the hall where the scene was to be
sssed. A large figure, representing their idea

of Satan, was made of pasteboard, and then burned
in the presence of a large assembly as they shouted
and cheered. These earnest workers are to be
commended for the work they are doing among the
lowly and outcast in many cities, but it is unfortu-
nate that they should undertake such a silly thing
as this burning affair. It reads too much like some
of the scenes belonging to the Dark Ages. We can
and should resist the devil, and then he will flee

ooi us, but everybody ought to know that we can
:ither burn nor frighten him with fire.

Every lover of peace on earth and good will to
ien. will regret to learn that the treaty of peace
between the United States and England, referred to
a short time ago, is in danger of being defeated in
ie United States Senate, where it is vigorously op-

leased by certain Senators. Probably no greater
calamity could occur at this time than to have
lch an important and far-reaching agreement fail

st because of a little national pride. Should this
treaty fail to be endorsed by our Senate, after hav-

g been approved by the best thinkers of the
"°rld, it would be a lasting disgrace to this coun-
i

y- It is to be hoped that such a thing will not
Mall it. We are living in an age, when every pos-
- ble effort should be made to strengthen peace
inciplw, and we can think of nothing tha.t will
'Hiance peace more than the confirming of this
-aty. It was hailed with joy on both continents,
undreds, if not thousands of ministers, endorsed
from their pulpits and the best writers in all lands

welcomed it, for in it they saw great possibilities. It

was suggested that it might lead to a similar treaty

between France and this country, as well as similar

treaties between various advanced nations on the

other continent, and thus be the means of doing
away with large standing armies and costly navies,

and thereby take from the shoulders of the labor-

ing masses, a burden that has long been grievous

to bear. Let us earnestly pray that this treaty may
prevail, and that it may wield an influence in favor

of the principles of peace, that will be felt both far

and wide!

The Venezuelan boundary line dispute came near

involving this country in war with England. But

the better judgment of the two countries prevailed,

and it was finally agreed to arbitrate the dispute by
the United States appointing two men and Eng-
land two, and King Oscar, of Sweden, serving as

the fifth. President Cleveland has just nominat-

ed Chief Justice Fuller and Justice Brewer, on the

part of this country. Great Britain will doubtless

appoint two of her most famous lawyers, and then

the arbitrators will soon be in shape to enter upon
their important work. It is important for several

reasons. In the first place, it is to settle a dispute

of long standing. Secondly, it shows that there is

a better way than a resort to arms to settle nation-

al differences. Third, England is the stronger, and
had war broken out between her and Venezuela,

without any interference upon the part of the

United States, "might- would have made right

but, in this instance, justice will doubtless preva

And lastly, and most important, it is a grand tr

umph for the peace principles. It will have its it

fluence, and may, as we hope it will, induce othi

nations to settle their disputes in the sa

Coolness in the time of trouble or danger is a

quality the value of which is hard to overestimate

Fortunate is the man who cultivates this very im-

portant quality and has it at command just when
most needed. We were impressed with this fact

on reading the account of a wreck which occurred

on the other side of the Atlantic a few weeks ago.

A large vessel, belonging to England had on board

1,231 soldiers, in addition to a number of women
and children, the families of the married men of

the military force. About two o'clock in the morn-

ing the vessel ran ashore o'ff the Island of Reun-

ion. It was pitch dark. The rain was coming

down in torrents. The commanding officer was one

of those cool-headed men, who seemed to know
no fear. He gave command for the soldiers to re-

tire from the upper deck to the one below. They

obeyed his orders perfectly, though they knew
there was danger of the last one of them being

drowned, He then lowered two officers who, as-

certained that people could be landed from the

front end of the vessel. Then, as rapidly as

possible, he ordered the men to come up to be

landed. The work went on thus for an hour with

peifect order, when he discovered that there was

danger of the vessel turning over. He then

stopped the landing of the men, and ordered all

of the women to be immediately let down and tak-

en to shore. After this the landing of the men
went on again, and the vessel gradually sank to

one side; but by this time daylight was breaking

and all yet on board were ordered to swim for

their lives, so, as the vessel went down, all made the

escape to the shore but two servants, that lost

r lives. Thus, by the skillful management of

cool-headed man, nearly 1,500 persons were

d, whereas if the officer had been excited,

nearly all of them might have lost their lives.

Probably every church in the Brotherhood may
well represent a vessel on its journey from earth

to heaven, and is presided over by a housekeeper
selected for that purpose. There are times of

storms, dangers and troubles in the church. How
valuable, then, is the leadership of the elder who
never allows himself to become excited, and who
never loses his judgment, but calmly and trustfully

labors to conduct his people through the storm,

and finally land each one on the heavenly shore
without the loss that would occur should he per-

mit himself to be carried away by the excitement

of the

The cold wave, which swept over this country

two weeks ago, is said to have been the most severe

experienced in thirty years. It reached from the

Pacific Coast to the Atlantic, and extended south

to the Gulf, affecting the extreme northern part of

Florida to some extent, though it does not seem to

have done any damage within the orange belt.

The whole face of the country, from middle Geor-

gia north was covered with a great body of snow.

Mercury ran uniformly low in all parts of the

land, and, in a few sections, it went over forty de-

grees below zero. The suffering was intense and

wide-spread, though not much loss of life from

freezing is reported. It is thought that the loss of

cattle on the large ranches in the Northwest will

prove very great. Great, indeed, was the suffering

in Chicago, where 50,000 or more persons are s^iJ

to have been on the verge of starvation, or in dan-

ger of freezing, But the public-spirited people

came quickly to their relief, and a great calamity

was averted. Over S6o,ooo was raised in various

ways, with which to procure food and clothing for

the suffering, so as to enable them to tide over this

severe spell of weather.

Mark Twain's name is known in nearly every

civilized country in the world. In his prime he

was not only a good writer but a fine business man.

He wrote books, and the people purchased them
by the thousands, and he became rich. His busi-

ness was to amuse the reader, and he did it in his

own peculiar way. Later on in life he became quite

eccentric, and for months would converse with no

one but children. It was nice for the children, for

he was a genial old man who knew how to make
sunshine for the little people who gathered about

him. Some of the older people, however, did not

seem to like this eccentricity any too we'l, but

Mark thought that was none of their business. In

an unguarded hour he went into the publishing

business with partners who soon ran the institution

into debt, and one year ago the firm went to the

wall, leaving large debts for Mark to settle. He
paid as far as his property would reach, then start-

ed on a lecture tour around the world with a view

of making money enough to settle all the obliga-

tions placed upon him. Thousands of people sym-

pathized with the white-haired old man, in his

earnest effort to earn money to meet the demands of

his creditors. But the lecture tour did not turn out

as was expected, and now the distinguished author

is in London, still struggling to pay his debts.

Well, Mark Twain may have written some things

not so proper for a devout man to write, and then

he may have done a few things that pious people

would not do, but we honor the man who can

cheerfully step from luxury to toil, and then go in-

to hard work with a view of paying his honest

debts. In this respect his gray hairs are putting

hundreds of loud-professing Christians to shame.
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CAST THY BREAD UPON THE WATERS.

Thy bread upon the waters cast,

And after many days are past

Then surely shall thou find,

That he who gives the ravens food

Shall make his gracious promise good,

Nor leave one crumb behind.

Oh, scatter seed in faith around.

In yielding or unyielding ground,

Nor deem the harvest late.

For he who now in hope doth sow,

E'en though his tears of sorrow flow.

Shall reap a harvest great.

And doubt not, brother, that thy sighs

Thy burdens and perplexities

Arc known to God above.

He sees thy struggles, marks them all,

Nor can a tear unheeded fall;

He watches thee in love.

When the great Master shall draw near,

And angel reapers shall appear

To bring the harvest home.

-M. B.

.

CONDUCTING THE SUNDAY SCHOOL.

BY JOHN E. MOHLER.

Supposing the school is properly officered and

organized with teachers,— the best that can be se-

cured,— the Sunday school well supplied with les-

son helps, and a determined mind in the officers

and teachers of the school, to save souls for Christ,

—the school will be a power in the church for good.

Ordinarily the Sunday school services should

last but one hour, and the time allotted for each

pait of the service should be closely observed

Until the order of service is firmly fixed in the su-

perintendent's mind, a short memorandum, for ref-

erence, will be a convenient help. Supposing the

Sunday school to

at ten o'clock A. M,—and promptness in opening is

a vital point,—the memorandum of services will

read about as follows:

From 10 to 10: 5, appropriate opening song.

10: 5 to 10: 10, Scripture reading, with comments.

10: 10 to 10: 15, prayer, followed by one verse of

song.

10: 15 to 10:45, recitation of the lesson.

10:45 to 10:50. children's review of the lesson,

from the Pictorial Leaf Cluster.

10: 50 to 10:55, Dr 'e f discussion of general ques-

tions, and reading of'the secretary's report.

to: 55 to 11, closing song, and closing remarks by
the Superintendent.

While the time allotted to the smaller divisions

will vary somewhat, the time for the three main di-

visions*,—'.he opening, the rec.tation, and the clos-

ing, should be rigorously observed. It is better if

the superintendent be not obliged to teach a class

himself. His time may be profitably employed in

a general oversight of the school work. He will

give a cordial welcome, personally, to

OR VISITORS

and make them feel at home in the school, Where
a class is not properly interested, he should closely

study the cause, and how to remove it.

The Pictorial Leaf Cluster should be at the dis-

posal of the infant class teacher during the recita-

tion, as it furnishes the best possible means of per-

manently impressing the young child-mind. At
the close of the recitation, the same Leaf Cluster

may be used by the superintendent, in

THE LESSON REVIEW

by the primary and infant classes combined. This
review should be bright and practical, and it can
be made one of the most interesting and instruct-

ive features of the school to all, both old and
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young. The primary and infant c'asses should be

seated near the superintendent's desk, to receive

the most benefit from the review. The Leaf Cluster

is necessary to do the review justice, and I regard

this chart as one of the greatest aids in effective

Sunday school work with children. Jn the general

quarterly review, conducted by the superintend-

ent, nothing else will aid so much to relieve the

lesson of "dryness," as the Leaf Cluster.

THE WEEKLY TEACHERS* MEETING,

to be conducted by the superintendent, is an es

tial factor of a successful Sunday school. The
work of the meeting will be

1. To thoroughly study the Scripture of the fol-

lowing Sunday's lesson, both as to its meaning and

its application to us.

2. To discuss general methods of teaching the

lesson and conducting the school.

3. To discuss methods of teaching certain class-

es, especially of the smaller pupils.

4. To discuss methods of increasing the interest

in certain classes, if needed, and to consider espe-

cial difficulties encountered by any teacher, and

'to l Ik

Besides the work in the teachers' meeting and in

the Sunday school sessions, the superintendent

should be able to give a portion of his time, dur-

ing the week, to other departments of the school.

Upon a blackboard, for his especial use in the les-

son review, he can often make drawings with col-

ored crayon, illustrating certain features of the les-

son, and thereby agreeably impress them upon the

pupil's mind. Where more maps are needed than

can be purchased, the small map of each quarter

may easily be transferred to the blackboard, en-

larged to any desired dimensions, by means of a

pantograph, which any person, skillful with tools,

can make, when once he understands the principle

of its workings.

If the Sunday school is so unfortunate as to lack

an able chorister, likely a zealous young sister can

be induced to gather the children about her and
give them weekly training in singing. If so, it will

be but a short time until the children can carry the

singing, and you have a better hold upon them
than can be secured in any other way.

While I have laid stress upon making the Sunday
school of especial interest to the children, I would
not, for an instant, suppose the school should not

be for the older people, as well. It is encourag-

ing that the Sunday school in many places is well

attended by the older members, and my observa-

tion has been that where the children and young
people are made to thoroughly enjoy the services,

the older persons join heartily in the interest, also.

Warrensburg, Mo.

THE MINISTRATION OF THE SPIRIT."-a Cor. 3: 8.

In Nine Parts.—Part 6.—Everywhere Present.

" It is expedient for you that I go away."—John 16: 7.

In the light in which we have looked at John 14:

18, " I will come to you," let us look at just a few

other expressions. First, we will not forget that

Christ has fulfilled His earthly mission and "was
received up into heaven," and is set down "on the

right hand of God " (Mark 16: 19). We will not

forget that the Father is one with the Son and with

the Holy Ghost.

Now let us look at Matt. iS, especially familiar

to our own people. Notice particularly the prom-
ise of verse 20, "There am I in the midst." It is

one of the marks of expediency, that Christ, in the

Spirit, is everywhere present, but Christ in the

body, is limited to the body. So it became expe-

dient that the body be laid aside.

" There am I in the midst of them.'* How expedi-

ent! Think of all the services on a Sunday, and
the Sunday schools, and the two-or-three in-a-room

companies, all wanting the presence of the Lord!
Think of them having it! Think of the Lord in a

human body at one place, and all the other places

without him! "It is expedient for you that I go
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away." Think of District Meetings and council,

meetings in different parts of the United States, and

in Scandinavia and Asia Minor, and India at th

same time, and the Spirit of the Lord present an

ruling in them all. Ah, when we can not undei

stand, how wise it is to sing:

" I'd rather walk in the dark with God
Than go alone in the light;

I'd rather walk by faith with him
Than go alone by sight."

He is there in the midst of His people. Howl
Not in bodily form such as the apostles sav

in spiritual form. Is it not simply Christ's other

self that is in the midst? Is it not God the Ho-

ly Spirit?

Let us notice also Matt. 28: 20, " Lo, I am
you alway, even unto the end of the world." h
this not simply the blessed "promise of the Fa-

ther?" No one has seen the body of Christ since

ten days before the Day of Pentecost. Since the

it is His Spirit that dwelleth and worketh in us. 1

it not Christ's other self, the Holy Spirit that

with us all the days, even unto the end ofth* agt?

There is a clear distinction between the "prom-
ise of the Father" and "the blessed hope." The

promise of the Father (Acts 1: 4) is the pron
of the Holy Spirit to come upon the waiting

church in Jerusalem, by which they shall receive

power from on high,—power to be his witnesses,

power to work righteousness, power to carry the

Gospel throughout the world, as he had given 1

inandment.

But the blessed hope (Titus 2: 18) refers to the

second coming of Christ, which is plainly yet i

the future. I like to tell the people that our ei

tire Fraternity is looking for Christ's second con
ing. Are we looking for Him in real earnest? Is

His Spirit, everywhere present, our moving
guiding and propelling power? It is true, both

alike are in the plan and promise of God, but 1

ually referred to as "the promise of the Fa-

ther," and the other as " the blessed hope."

The Spirit everywhere present need not be
fined to companies. His body is the church truly,

but the church is made up of individuals. That

Spirit can dwell in the bodies of the indivic

ints, in the uttermost parts of the earth, at

d the same time with all others. "As many as

e led by the Spirit of God, they are the soi

God (Rom. 8: 14).

: a man be led by the Spirit of God he can

(Rom. 8: 1). That is to say, the Spirit will

er lead a man to sin, yet he can sin,—then t

Spirit is fled from him. There needs to be a de

conviction of the fact that a man who indulges

t sins, or secret sins of any sort, can not, at the

ne time, be led of the Spirit of God in any oth-

matters, nor be used creditably of God ii

irk, nor be to any degree blessed of God in

•work, God does not accept a compromise,
wants clean hearts for his occupying. A heart part-

ly clean is an abomination before the Lord. A man
may make a show in the flesh for a time,—he
appear very humble before men, he may use

ath words that he is beyond suspicion, he may
stretch the truth and see apparent success crown

ifforts, as a result; he may make long public

prayers and preach logical sermons, yet, if he will-

igly walks in any error, the Spirit of Christ is not in

im
( Rom. 8: 9) ; he is yet in the flesh. " They that

re- in the flesh cannot please God" (Rom. 8:

They that are after the Spirit do mind the things

of the Spirit" (Rom. 8: 5).

Bulsar, India.

THE PARABLE OF THE VINEYARD.

BY S. N. McCANN.

God's Children Inherit Everlasting Life.

" Every one that hath left houses, or brethren, or siste

father, or mother, or children, or lands, for my name's sakt.

shall receive a hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting

life."—Matt. 19; 29; 20: 16.

"The wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is e

life through Jesus Christ our Lord."—Rom. 6: 23.

Christ says that whosoever forsakes all for hi>

sake and the Gospel's "shall receive . ,'
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ie world to come eternal life." Mark 10: 28-30.

Whoever leaves all for the kingdom of God's

ike , . shall . . receive . . in the world

j come life everlasting." Luke 18: 28-30. "For

by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not

{ yourselves: it is the gift of God." Eph. 2: 8.

Christ answers Peter's question, in regard to

what reward persons shall have who forsake all for

him, by showing that God will reward a hundred-

fold in this life, and give eternal life to each servant.

Eternal life becomes an inheritance to all who be-

come Christians.

God offers the free gift of heirship, of salvation,

of eternal life, to every one who accepts Christ,

man can accept Christ until he is willing to

walk in the light, until he is willing to do, not his

own will, but God's will.

Christ then illustrates this great truth by the

parable of the vineyard. This parable shows clear-

ly that no one will get anything from God, who

does not enter the vineyard. A man may do but

z work after he gets into the vineyard or he

may do much work, as time and opportunity are his,

but he must enter, he must enroll, else he will not

be counted. A man may do all he can outside of

vineyard; he may work from early morn to the

end of the twelfth hour, and it will avail him noth-

ing. He gets no reward, no gift, no inheritance,

unless he enters the vineyard. Outside of the vine-

yard he must depend upon himself,—upon his own

esources. Outside of the vineyard he works for

limself and not for another.

When a man enters the vineyard he depends

upon the householder, upon another's resources,

nd not upon his own. He works now not for

limself, but for another.

So in the parable, a man must come out of the

world into the church, into the body of Christ,

must cease to work for himself and begin to

work for God, else he cannot be a servant, a child,

in heir.

This parable not only shows that a man can not

get anything from God unless he enters the vine-

yard. bv.t it also clearly shows that what is given to

each servant is given as a gift, and not as a reward
for service.

A farmer is paying off his hands at the end of a

year for work. One man has worked twelve

months, another nine months, another six months,

another three months, and still another, only one
ith. If he pays them for their work, will he

pay them all the same amount? Do you, who hire

work done, pay a man who works only one hour as

:h as you pay one who works twelve hours? If

an commence work at nine o'clock, do you pay
same wages as if he had commenced at six

he morning, or at three o'clock P. M.? No, you
not. You pay according to the number of

rs, or according to the number of months a man

If the lesson in this parable were to teach com-
pensation for labor, the man who worked twelve
hours would be entitled to more money thai

one who worked one hour. So it is with the
who worked nine hours, and with the one who

irked six hours, as well as with the
worked three hours. The pay is proportional to

time each man wrought, if the lesson intended
to be taught is compensation for labor.

The great lesson intended is, that eternal life

gift from God,—an inheritance. No man c

lave that gift unless he forsakes all, unless he t

ters the vineyard, the household of God's elect.

After he enters he is rewarded with eternal
life,—not for his poor, imperfect service,
gift from God. This gift is alike to all who enter

vineyard of the Lord. The reward is not for
the amount of work, nor for the skill in doing
work, but because we are in the vineyard.
This parable is often referred to in order to j

t'fy the sinner who hopes to enter God's serv
after he has spent a life of sin. The parable is not
intended to teach that a man may slight offer after
°ffer, and then turn to the Lord and find mercy.
The parable does not teach that a man can spend

a life in sin and then, at the hour of death, throw
himself upon God's mercy and find peace.
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By inference we might make the parable mean
that a man could enter God's service in early

youth, at early manhood, at middle age, when aged,

or even in declining age. But according to this

inference, the eleventh hour would be the last

:. A man would have to come in on the

th hour, or else be lost. A man who dies at

24 years of age, would have no chance after 22

years of age. A man who dies at 36, would have
no chance after 33. A man who dies at 48, would
have no chance after 44. A man who dies at 60,

would have no chance after 55. A man who dies

at 72, would have no chance after 65. A man who
dies at 84, would have no chance after 77.

We believe this parable is often strained, in or-

der to hold out a promise to the hardened sinner.

We believe that God's mercy may reach down to

even the last end of the twelfth hour, but this para-

ble does not teach mercy,—does not hold out a

time for entering God's work.

The great lesson is unmerited favor, but thai fa-

vor extended only to those who enter the vineyard

of the Lord,—the household of the elect.

God's time for every man to enter the vineyard

is to-day,—not to-morrow. Whenever you hear

the call, you should no longer stand idle. The call

may never come to you again if you refuse this

This parable ought to give courage to us who
know and fully realize our weakness, our inability,

to accomplish any appreciable amount of work.

Tt is not the amount of work, but the forsaking

of all for Jesus and the Gospel's sake that puts us

into the vineyard of the Lord. If we are in the

vineyard of the Lord, we will receive the gift, the

inheritance, not because of our merit, but be-

cause of God's goodness.

Oh the depth of God's goodness,—who can know
it! If we had to be rewarded according to our

merit, skill and time would both be reckoned to

us. But God, in his goodness, reckons to every

man a penny. Skill and time employed do not en

ter as factors. The only necessary factor is to bi

a laborer in the vineyard. "The gift of God is

eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord." Rom.

6:23.

When we get the lesson that God intends in a

parable, we should not strain it, to suit every con-

ceivable inference. If, in this parable, Jesus only

illustrates his answer to Peter's question, the mean-

May we forsake all, heeding God's call, and en-

ter the vineyard now, that we may be blessed as

heirs and joint-heirs with Jesus! Eternal life, the

blessings, the joys, the glories of heaven, are all a

gift to every man who enters the vineyard. They
are not the measure of our poor, imperfect work,

but a gift from God. This is a glorious inheritance

to us who realize our lack of skill to do work, our

lack of power, our great inability to accomplish

what we long to accomplish for our Blessed Mas-

ter.

The Lord is blessing us a hundredfold in this life

for every hour's work in his vineyard. He gives

to every man eternal life,—that is every man who

enters the vineyard inherits, but does not merit,

everlasting life.

N. Y, Hall, Louisville, Ky.
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THE WORLD AT OUR DOOR.

BV J. P HARSHBARGER.

We are impressed with thoughts respecting the

above subject, and why there is not more work

done for the Master. Let us see the members

about it!

There is Bro. A.; let us see him firstl "Bro. A.,

what hinders you from doing more effective work?

You are a man of considerable ability."

"Well, I will tell you. I would like to do more

work, but there is Bro. T. He has been superin-

tending the Sunday school for years. Then there

is Bro. Z. He has been teaching the Bible class,—

I hardly know how long. I have no authority to

say what I shall do, It is the church's work to

say who shall work, and where and when,"

Next we will see Bro. B., who is a good singer.

" Well, Bro. B., how is it with you? "

" I would indeed think it a pleasure to sing, but

you know Bro. K. has been doing the singing, and
it seems to annoy him if some one else leads. You
remember, I went out once, by request of Bro, Y,

to his appointment, and by some it was thought
quite out of place."

Next we see Bro. C. He is a man of considera-

ble talent and quite active, but his story is, "I am
always too fast for some, and the result is I am
left out."

It would be good to learn something from Bro.

D. He is quite a promising young brother (if he

were helped a little). He says,

" Yes, I think I would like to help. I have al-

ways felt like working, but never was trusted to

do anything. Several times I was spoken of with

regard to work, but it was said, 'He's too much
like the world." Since that I take a back-seat."

Thus it goes clear down on the brethren's side.

Now we will hear from the sisters.

I begin with Sister E, who is a good, active sister

(except in church work).
" Sister, let us hear how it is with you."
" I have never been asked to do anything special

in the line of church work, since I came to the

church. Furthermore, there is Sister M, Sister N,

and Sister P, who have always taught the classes

at church, and why should I interfere?"

Next on the list is Sister F—one that could be

be used to good advantage in many places. She
says, " I always took an active part in that other

church to which I belonged. But since I joined

the Brethren church I am told the deacon sisters

are accustomed to attend to most matters, Several

times I was made to feel as if I had transcended

my privilege, and since then I keep back."

But we can't hear it all. Next is Sister G. Her
story reads thus:

" I would willingly do more. Yes, I would help

all I can, if some one would give me a work to do,

but you know some one is always finding fault, and

if I do try to do something, as I have tried several

times, it is said, 'She wants to show herself.' If I

am given a work I shall try to do it as best I can,

but I shall never push myself on the church any-

Lastly, let us see why that young sister is not

more active or interested.

" Well, sister, we have called to see you on this

very important matter of making yourself more

useful to the cause."

"Useful? Why, indeed, I have always felt as if

I should be, and have occasionally tried to be.

You know my failing is to dress a little too much
sometimes. Several times I resolved to try to

work for the Lord and to overcome some of these

temptations, but I had scarcely begun, till some

good members say, ' Stop her! '
' straighten her out,

or we shall not help the cause one farthing.' I

mean to work and do right if I can, but please give

Here we must stop the investigation, but who
would have thought there was really as much cause

for all this indifference? If the investigation were

not more real than imagina-y, we should not stop

to comment on it, but since some one is responsi-

ble for this state of affairs, it would be well to look

into the matter and adjust things accordingly.

We will now call for the leading thought of this

article,—"The world at our doors." Tne world is

at our door, and the question is how to utilize the

unemployed talents, that the Gospel be given to

the world, and the church be made stronger for

Christ. Let the elders, ministers and deacons be-

gin at home, with the world at their door! Let

them carefully nurture their flock over which God
has made them overseers! Let them select proper

officers for the Sunday school!

We need drilled workers for the home work, but

also for the work outside. Then find out how

many workers can be spared to do work else-

where (volunteers are best to go out, if suitable).

After finding out how many can be spared for the

work of the world at our door, then set them to

work.
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Next to the home Sunday school look up a mis-

sion point that should be attended to by extra

workers. If none are needed at the mission point,

then a school should be opened at a suitable point

within the bounds of the home church. If properly

conducted, there will soon be a call for preaching.

Again; let no elder or other official despise the

day of small beginnings, much less say, It is too

much or too far, or it is too busy a season of the

year, or that we will get too much on our hands.

Idleness is the devil's workshop and if idle hands

are not taught to work, the devil will give us mort

work to do in the home church than would be re

quired to be done for Christ abroad, and work, too

pleasant or profitable. Just see what

proclamation of "the glad tidings of great joy

to all people." We
life, and our work will si

ardor of youth we will

altar of sacrifice, and pr<

Christ with the very ze

risen Godman. Demur
plify Acts 20: 24,
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2. It will cause elders and ministers and deacons

to stand approved before God at the judgment day.

3. It will put more missionary zeal into the

church.

4. It will furnish workers for the world at our

door, giving young members something to strength-

en and build them up.

J. By furnishing workers for the world at our

door, it will furnish them for the world at large.

G Lastly, and not least, it will bring a rich re-

ward.

Let no one feel it too much sacrifice to go a

number of miles to conduct a good Sunday school,

knowing that for every good work the Lord will

abundantly reward. Let each elder feel that his

duty is not discharged until every member works.

instead of depending upon others to do what he
should have done himself.

OUR WORK THE SAME.

eh Enoch Eby,

Dearly Beloved i

Wondbrei;
Christ:—

. are the

and power

draws all

the great 1

We must

What was

together ii

What was

and joys and glories

marvelous word in the Bible than this: "God is

Love." No religion is worth a straw that is not
summed up in this one word, love. All the at-

tributes of God center here. Love opened the way
for the satisfaction of righteousness and holiness.
" Without controversy great is the mystery of
Godliness." And this mystery is the very pith

of our life. It is by the cross that Christ

men unto Him. John 12: 32. This is

lagnet by which we win souls to Christ.

love them into the kingdom of God.
t that so sweetly and mightily drew us

Lancaster County a few months ago?
It that drew you out of your way to visit

this poor, lonely pen-minister in my humble log
cottage? Love, love, "THE LOVE OF GOD
SUED ABROAD IN THE HEART BY THE
HOLY GHOST." What a blessed hour was that
which we spent in Christian converse and prayer!
The memory of it is like ever-fresh fragrance, waft-
ed from the upper Paradise. Your letter, received
a few days ago, was as I

and overflowing with th

Spirit alone can give.

Yes, dear brother, the difference between your
ministry and mine is great—great in form, but not
in character and purpose. While you are the per-
sonal servant of the church in all latitudes and
longitudes of the spiritual Israel, I am confined to
one little corner, dipping my pen into the blood of
Christ and sending out His messages of grace and
comfort and admonition to thousands of hungry
souls. You and I are doing one work in a different
way. We are working for Jesus, and with Jesus in
urging and. beseeching souls to accept and enjoy
His great salvation. While you plead in public, I

will use the silent tongue of a "ready writer" to
win the lost into " the glorious liberty of the chil-
dren of God." We have a mighty Savior to preach,
and a perfect and eternal salvation to offer, and we
may well bt bold and persistent and pathetic in

xpected as your visit,

iches which the Holy

OAL1.10.

BY G. J. FRRCKEN.

"Gallio cared for none of Ihose things."—Acts 1

Thb name of Gallio is not very familial

/ith the Bible.

ingtodo
of conscie

tuned con

with religious opinions or

ice, and therefore would n

erning what he considered

nd names;" whether" the r.

Jesus was Messiah or not; whether

who are not famil

Gallio? He was the Ron
ernor of Achaia, when Paul was in Athens, in the

year of our Lord 53. He was the eldest brother of

the celebrated Seneca, the stoic philosopher, pre-

ceptor of young Nero. His original name was
Marcus Anna:us Novatus; but he had afterward as-

sumed the name of Lucius Junios Gallio, because
of his adoption into the family of the rhetorician

of that name. In his book " De Ira," Seneca
speaks of him in the highest terms: "Everybody
loves him and none can help loving him. No hu-
man being is so pleasant to his friend as he is to

all men." And the poet Statius also speaks of

him as "the sweet Gallio," "Affable to all, and be-

loved by every man."

Paul was arraigned before him by the Jews, for

preaching a new religion, the new religion which
was not recognized by the State; but Gallio dis-

missed the complaint because he regarded it as a
a strife of words, and not a question affecting mor-
als or government. (Verse 15, 16.) Me had noth-

the concerns

ot be impor-

"a question

person called

the apostles
were teaching men to worship God according to

the law peculiar to the Jews, or whether they were
unsettling and eradicating the belief of the peoph
by substituting other views and arguments. H
was perfectly careless and unconcerned about th.

Jewish religion, the Christian religion, his religioi

and religion in general: "Gallio cared for none of

those things."

This expression has grown to be a proverb for

entire indifference to religion, and Gallio hi

self,—notwithstanding his many virtues and exc
lent qualities,—stands as the type of those, indiS
ent to the great concerns of the soul and imm
tality! As he lived so he died, for Jerome, in I

"Chronicles of Eusebius," says that he committed
suicide in the year of our Lord 65, «*. e., twelve years
after the event already related. What was en-
graved upon his tomb we know not; but Luke,
"the beloved physician," has written his epitaph
for the world to read until the consummation of all

things, " Gallio cared for none of those things."

This sinful, Gallio-like spirit has unhappily ex-
tended in our day from the courts of kings, to the
huts of the meanest peasants. The fools who
have said in their hearts: "There is no God," do
well to " care about none of those things." Such
indifference is consonant with their principles.

But what about that vast majority of deists who,
believing in a Supreme Being, the immortality of
the soul, an endless life hereafter, yet are perfectly
unconcerned as to their destiny? What about that
other majority of professing Christians who, admit-
ting that the Bible contains all the extant super-
natural revelations of God, and believing in the In-
carnation of the Deity and salvation only by the

ption of Christ, yet willfully, deliberately
grieve the Spirit of God, and, by their every-day

fy to themselves the Son of God afresh
and put him to an open shame?" Why is it that
these believers " care about none of those things "

of which they have a full persuasion; live as if

there were no God to love, to fear and adore; and
die as if they had no souls to save and fit them for

the sky?

God and

seed-grain

il success

:aring for

appetites,

/ilted by

make its fields glad 1

lime domain of the i

and desolation. It i

ver-great-

nt, digni-

honest and devout regard for his s

eternal judgment, leaves out the

from which all true greatness and all re;

grow. There is no higher life in merely
this dying body and pandering to its

while the soul and its high being are

starvation and neglect. It is not right life merely
to till the earth, cover its hills with cattle,

ith harvests, while all the

imortal spirit is left to waste

not right life merely to build

houses, cities and railways,—to unchair

prisoned spirit of steam,— to dig up metals and
pound them into shapes,—while the moral nature

is abandoned to chance or stagnation, with all i

nobler treasures neglected, overlaid and lost. It

not right life merely to become rich, famous,
even learned, if the momentous things of God and
immortality are disregarded or despised. What
matters it to pass, with sublimest brilliancy, through
the few years of our stay on earth if it must end i

an eternity of darkness and despair? Better fail

thousand limes, and fail in everything else than al

tempt to shape for ourselves a life without God,
without hope in Christ, and without an interest i

heaven. No one can afford such an experiment.
It will unmake us if we try it. It will tun
into nothingness and our being into an e

ening curse. We may think it independe
fied and noble, but we can no more suci

than we can dwell with devouring fire!

What young men generally are most 1

about is capital. They think if they only had capi-

tal they would accomplish wonders, and so they
can, if the word be taken in its right sense. They
understand by it a full and heavy pocket;
properly, capital does not mean balances in banks,
bonds and letters of credit. Its true meaning i

righthead. Young man, if you have this you
prepared for the business of life, and equipped to

make the most of it, no matte
If only the head is right, and the man is not perverse

or wrong in his upper departments, he has capital,

and may be sure of triumphant successes. But
man, who, like Gallio, ignores God and disregards

the statutes of Deity and moral right, is not

right mind. He mutilates his being, he d;

his manhood, he mars the nobility of his nature, he

throws out of gear his intellectual constitutic

puts from him that very capital out of which
his life can become a success. His head
right. He is in a measure a weakling, an iml
a moral cripple, a spiritual dwarf; disabled fro

noblest activities of a proper man, he neve

be great. What men need to make them me
firm anchorage on God, a modest, sincere an
flinching adherence to the laws of righteousne:

such devotion as would, at any t

pulse and water with a good c

sit down at the table of the king

" Gallio cared for none of those things." Upo
the gates of hell, Dante Alighieri has engraved
these words, " There is no hope for tho

ter here." Upon the same gate we might write,

" They cared for none of those things." Hell i

only intended for thieves, murderers, adulterers

ng of the world," but also for honest,

e, rather livi

science, than to

th a debauched

loral, respectable

see that ye refi

if the righteous

le ungodly and si

Smyrna, Asia Mi

not for

Gallios. Therefore

lhat speaketh,

cely be saved, where
appear?"

. POINT OF ORDER.

Years ago, Bro. Quinter stated that we should
not depart from the regular order of conducting

religious services without good reasons for it.

By common usage, and by authority of Annual
Meeting, the Hymn Book has stood, and still
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ship,stands, as the book to be used in .publi

and in all departments of prayer and praise. The

Sunday School Song Book was designed for the use

of Sunday schools, and was not intended to super-

sede the Hymn Book in any sense. The necessity

of a "preacher's choir" in the opening or closing

services, of public worship, shows a sad, if not an

unpardonable neglect of the Hymn Book. Church

music needs to be taught and practiced, as well as

Sunday school songs, and each in its proper time and

place.

Our Lord, with a scourge of small cords, summa-

rily dismissed, from the temple area, those who

made the sacred enclosure a place of merchandise;

and it would be well to dismiss, from the place of

our public assemblies and annual gatherings, all

traffic, whether of medicine, clothing, eye-glasses,

likenesses, and the like. Does not the Scripture re

ciuire us to do all things without partiality? Are
vhich 1 the of thethose things

to be made an exception? Let our religious as-

semblies be wholly devoted to Christ!

A higher regard for the feelings of our consci-

entious brethren, for the spiritualty minded, for

those who revere such precepts as, "Love not the

world, neither the things that are in the world;"

and " the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes,

and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of

the world,"— I repeat that a higher regard for those

who hold to these higher ideals of purity in life

and separateness from sin, would unite us as a peo-

ple more in heart, and give us greater spiritual

power,—a power that would be felt in the church,

and would make itself known in the world to the

salvation of souls. Harmony unites little things

uto greatness; discord <

Broadway, Va,

; great things to fall to

WHAT FRANCIS ADAMS SAID.

The Christian Cynosure says: "Charles Francis

Adams was the son of John Quincy Adams, and

was born in Boston in 1807. He graduated at Har-
vard in 1825, and began the practice of law in 1828.

He was a powerful enemy of slavery, and in 1848

was nominated for Vice President by the Free Soil

I'arty. He served as a member of Congress from

1858 to i860. He returned from his ministry to

England in 1868, and was appointed one of the ar-

bitrators on the Alabama claims. He died in 1886.

His views on the lodge question he has expressed

as follows: 'Every man who takes a Masonic oath

forbids himself from divulging any criminal act

unless it might be murder or treason, that may be

communicated to him under the seal of fraternal

bond, even though such concealment were to prove
a burden upon his conscience, and a violation of his

bounden duty to society and to his God.'
"

A man crossed the Mississippi on the ice; and,

fearing it was too thin, began to crawl over on
his hands and knees in great terror; but before he
gained the opposite shore, all worn out, another
man drove past him gaily, sitting upon a sled load-
ed with pig iron. And that is just the way most of
us go up to the heavenly Canaan, trembling at every
step lest the promises shall break under our feet,

when really they are secure enough for us to hold
up our heads and sing with confidence as we march
to the better land.

-QUERISTS' * DEPARTMENT w-

' take the liberty of writing you, in order to get your views
in regard to the change of the Sabbath, from the seventh to
the first day of the week. There is a sect of Seventh Day
Adventists preaching here, who are shaking the faith of
many Christians. They believe that the first day of the week
is the divinely-appointed Lord's Day. Now to obviate the dif-
leulty that confronts us, will you please publish your views, as
to when, by whom, and under what circumstances, the change
vas made? Mrs. Maggis Coble.

The Sabbath has never been changed from the
seventh to the first day of the week. Under the
Old Law, which is now done away with, the sev-

enth day was the Sabbath, but under the Gospel
we have the first day of the week. It is simply a

change of the law. The Jews kept the Sabbath in

memory of the Lord resting on the seventh day
after the creation, and in memory of their delivery

from the Egyptian bondage. The Christian keeps
the first day of the week in memory of the resur-

rection of Jesus from the dead. For a full discus-

sion of this subject, along the line stated, send to

this office for Dungan's "Sabbath or Lord's Day,"

price 25 cents. It is a book of 104 pages, in paper
cover, and contains more information than is pos-

sible to crowd into a newspaper article. But if you
want to see how little foundation there is to the

claims of the Seventh Day Adventists, send for

"Canright's Adventism Refuted." Cloth, gi.oo,

paper cover, 60 cents.

"dy,

By entertainments, we presume, meetings are

meant. We do not regard it as a question of right

or wrong, but we gravely doubt the wisdom of the

practice. It is better not to whet the fleshly appe-

tites of children, or anybody else, at religious gath-

erings. Consider the impropriety of following Je-

sus for the "loaves and fishes."

Who was the to

Conrad Beissel probably started the first Sunday

school in America. At one time he was a mem-
ber of the Brethren church. Long before the Rev-

olutionary War the Brethren had regular Sunday

schools in Pennsylvania,

How many days were there between the ascension of Christ

and the Day of Pentecost? E. L. Fahnestock.

There were ten days between the ascension and

Pentecost. Pentecost came fifty days after the

resurrection, and Jesus was with his disciples, off

and on, for forty days after the resurrection. Acts

1: 3-

Deacons should not report matters to the church

until they are certain that they are in a proper

shape to come before the church. On this point

they can not be too careful. If they have any

doubts about it they would better consult their eld-

er. Personally, we believe that it would be better

if the elder should be first apprized ©f all the com-

plaints the deacons have entrusted to them.

Please explain 1 Cor. 15: 2g, where it says; "Else what shall

they do that are baptized for the dead if the dead rise not?
"

Why were they baptised for the dead? Mary B. Peck.

All who are baptized in the "name of the Son,"

are, so to speak, bapfzed for the dead, for Jesus

died and was buried. Their baptism is a memorial

of that death. But if Jesus did not rise, if there

be no resurrection, why this baptism in the name

of the dead? The mere fact that that baptism was

administered in the name of one once dead, is

proof of the resurrection. The passage is difficult,

but this is the plausible explanation, to our mind.

j. h. M.

^THE i SUNDAY + SCHOOL-^-

LESSON LIGHT-FLASHES.

The Prison Opened.—Acts 5: 17-33-

{Lesson for Feb. 14, 1897.)

This lesson is almost a direct continuation of

the last one. The death of Ananias and Sapphira

brought a feeling of terror to evil-doers, and gave

additional awe and respect for these God-fearing

men, and the cause which they were so faithfully

advocating. Then, too, the beautiful spirit, mani-

fested by the new converts, greatly recommended

this new religion to the people. Taking all these
things together, the whole tidal wave of fear and es-

teem was turned towards the disciples. The doing
of signs and wonders was continued by them, and,

as a result, the whole city and surrounding country
was stirred up so much so that many were added
to the church, as well as healed of their bodily in-

firmities. This greatly troubled the high priest

and his followers because it led the people away
from following them to these men,—their preach-
ing and their doctrine. So much were they affect-

ed by it that it is said, "They were filled with in-

dignation and laid their hands on the apostles, and
put them in the common prison."

It must have seemed very hard, to be thus treat-

ed while in the Master's service. But they resisted

not, feeling that the Lord would be with them
while in the performance of duty. To them it

was not too hard to be anywhere they could feel

that Christ would be with them. Even the prison

became a place where they had peace of mind and
the consciousness of being right. They were not

disappointed, because we are told that "the angel

of the Lord, by night, opened the prison doors and
brought them forth." So it always has been, and
always will be. The Lord will stand by those that

stand by him. If, by being faithful and doing
the right, wicked men misuse us and place us in

unfavorable places, he will see that the doors arc

opened or he will come in with us, and when he

is there, it is heaven to be there.

Some time ago we talked about boldness. Here
we find it again. These men who spent the night

in the prison, spent the morning in the temple, do-

ing again the very thing that caused their impris-

onment. They went because they were called of

the Lord, and they were protected because they

were at the right place. The Lord has promised

to be with us always, but there arc places where

Jesus never goes, and where he does not want us

to go. If we are found in these places we cannot

expect him to be with us. So, to have Jesus with

us, we must be very careful where we place our-

selves. If we were to go into the gambling par-

lors, dancing-halls or drinking-saloons, we would

not feel like asking the Lord to be with us because

we would know that such are not the right places

for us to be.

These men, when liberated from prison, went to

the temple because there was a good place for

them to do work for the Master. So should it be

with us. Wherever the Master's work is, there

should we be. If doing work for him should take

us to the prison, we should be willing to go, hav

ing the assurance that the angels of the Lord arc

always with his people when in the line of duty.

In all ages of the world, it has been to some,

"through the prison to the throne." Even in this

age of Gospel Light, there are places where Chris-

tian people, who think that they ought to obey

God rather than men, are cast into prison, and

some of our brethren beyond the ocean have and,

perhaps, are now passing through the experience.

If obeying the Lord leads to the prison, we should

go cheerfully, because, in this way, the power of

the Gospel can be preached as successfully as in

the temple or from the pulpit. It is the effect that

the Gospel has on our lives that does the best

preaching.

To be witnesses for these things we are called.

We are to witness for right living and right doing,

for the truth and the power of the Gospel, It is

the power of God unto salvation, but it can be

shown and applied to the lives of others only

through us. Christ lived the way to salvation. So

must we live it before others, that they may learn

to live it from the way we live it. If we live this

life badly, what a sad thing it will be for us and

for those who try to live it after our living it!

These are the lessons that we are to learn from

the Bible and from the teachings emanating there-

from. Are we doing it in a way that it will be safe

for others to pattern after us? The disciples did.

Paul did. All true Christians do, and if we do

not, we are bad samples of the power of the Gas-

pel.
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f any have Circle books they would loan, they

uld so write our Secretary. She can tell you
xe they will do good.

ROBERT MORRISON.

February 6, 189;,

A PRAYER.

Oh, blessed Light, that never was on land or sea.

But only in the hearts of those who worship Thee.
Shine on my datkest hours! In thy pure radiance,

Bathe not my sou) alone, but every faltering sense.

Till I rise up before Thee, healed and comforted.

My lips allame with praise, my selfish sorrows dead!

—Helen M. Late.

CIRCLE NOTES.

1 goodly number of additions to

615, Nettie E. Graybill, Brughs Mill, Va.; 616,

Nettie H. Woodson, Daleville, Va ; 617, Flora L.

Moore, Ivester, Iowa; 61S, Cora A. Utz, New Mar-
ket, Md.; 619, Clara J. Moore, Tiffin, Ohio, Box 34;
620, Chas. W. Eisenbise, Morrill, Kans.; 621, Scott
Reed, Ida Grove, Iowa; 622, Mrs. N. H. Dargits,
Ida Grove, Iowa; 623, Mary C. Swarr, Mountville,
Pa.; 624, Sadie Poister, Morrill, Kans.; 625, S. S.

Blough, Johnstown, Pa.; 626, Mary Blough, Johns-
town, Pa.; 617, Mattie Wertz, Johnstown, Pa.; 628,
V. E. Mineely, Johnstown, Pa.; 629, Annie Mineely,
Johnstown, Pa.; 630, Jacob Mineely, Johnstown, Pa.;

631, Lizzie Mineely, Johnstown, Pa.; 632, Mary
Mineely, Johnstown, Pa.; 633, Myrtle Mineely,
Johnstown, Pa.

Bro. J. W. Cline, Superintendent of the Breth-
ren's Mission, recently opened in Philadelphia,
sends the names of ten young sisters who are or-
ganizing themselves locally to pursue the Circle
course of reading, and others. He expresses him-
self favorable to local organization, says he is very
much pleased with the books he has read, and
hopes to complete the course in a few weeks.

Bro. W. S. Murray, of Hollins, Va., has complet-
ed half the course in about six months and has
read some of the books twice. He says the read-
ing of these books has awakened within him a de-
sire for the salvation of others, such as nothing else
that he has ever read or listened to has done. He
thinks that the reading of such literature will give
us a missionary zeal that will yet command the ad-
miration of our most thrifty contemporaries.

This week we send to the publishers an article on
Robert Morrison, written by sister Bertha M
Neher, of Fruitdale, Ala., author of a* most excel-
lent book for children, entitled, "Among the
Giants." Our readers will be interested in what
sister Neber found in the reading of the life of
Robert Morrison. We hope to have more articles
from Circle members soon.

Robert Morrison, the first Protestant

ary to China, was born in Morpeth, England, Jan.

5, 1782, and died at Canton, China, Aug. I, 1834.

During his boyhood he was carefully educated in

the Scriptures by his i-astor, Mr. Hutton, and after

his conversion he continued his studies of the

Word of God till 1802, when he expressed a desire

to become a minister. With the great and noble

object of benefiting his fellow men, he soon offered

his services to the London Missionary Society and
expressed his willingness to go to any part of the

world to which they saw fit to send him. During
this time he prayed that the post selected for him
might be a difficult one and that he might have
souls for his hire.

Up to this time there had never been any Protes-

tant missionaries in China, so, after due delibera-

tion, this post was assigned to Morrison, who at

once set to work to learn this difficult language.

He sailed for China in 1807, and, for twenty-sev-

en years, labored in that distant heathen land

against almost unspeakable difficulties. China, at

that time, was not friendly to strangers, especially

those who came teaching new religions, and it was
only by hard work and repeated efforts that he was
able to gain a foothold there. Among his most la-

borious works was the translation of the Bible into

the Chinese language, the compilation of an Anglo-
Chinese Dictionary, at which he worked for six-

teen years, writing and circulating hundreds of

tracts in Chinese, and the founding of an Anglo-
Chinese college, at Malacca.

Whenever this noble man saw an opening for

good work, he spared neither his means nor his la-

bor to accomplish good. His life was an unbroken
course of self-sacrificing effort for the attainment of

the great end he had set before him from the be-

ginning of his student course,—the salvation of the
heathen. The work he accomplished will always
remain as a monument of his untiring and patient

industry.

His character was one that might well be imitat-

ed by every Christian. He had a strong love of
knowledge; he was always conscientious in his

work; he had an almost inexhaustible supply of pa-

tience, perseverance and plodding industry; and all

his thoughts, words and actions were characterized

by his great love for Christ, and zeal for his cause.

During his long labor he baptized but few, but
those that he did baptize gave him no cause to

mourn over their deficiencies, for they seemed to

be thoroughly reformed and became good workers.
Morrison's persecutions were such that about the

only way to reach the people was through the
press, but he labored on without once faltering, and
did all he could, and he lives to-day in the deep

d growing interest manifested in the conversion
of the Chinese Empire.

e influence of such a life and character, as that

of Robert Morrison, can never die, but will contin-
ue to grow and bear fruit through all time, and the
results will only be known in a never-ending eterni-

ty-

By a careful study of the life of this great " apos-
tle to the Chinese " we are led to see what a great
work may. be accomplished by one consecrated
man, and we are made to wonder why there are not
more such. Why do so many of us call ourselves
"Christians," yet manifest such a reluctance to
make any sacrifices for the cause? Many, who
have beautiful homes and plenty of the comforts
and luxuries of life, even refuse to give to the mis-
sionary cause when they might do so without caus-
ng themselves any inconvenience whatever, yet we
tay we love Christ and want to see the world con-
verted. Can these things be? If we love God will

not be willing to work for him in some way?
r wishes without our works will never bring the

no;

heathen to Christ. "What doth it profit, my breth

ren, though a man say he hath faith and have
works? Can faith save him? For as the bod
without the spirit is dead, so faith without works

i

dead." James 2: 14, 26,

Fruitdale, Ala.

A FATAL MISTAKE.

GEORGE BANKERT.

I AM a young member of the Brethren church,

vith few opportunities to attend the meetings
ng located at a distance from my church. I ;

niller by accident, and an engineer by desir

lave charge of a mill, where water is the mo-
tive power. We have a mill-dam across a stream

of considerable size.

A few days ago a young man thought he v.

cross this stream in a boat. He being above
dam and in the bend of the stream, thought the

boat would float over to the other side. He never
had run a boat before, and the boat was
equipped with perpetual motion, therefore the

rent took it down to the dam, where, as it see

to the young man, he would meet a horrible death.

He worked his oars first one way, then anothe
At last he called for help, but too late! The swil

current carried boat and man to the falls, over that

dam. At the very brink of the falls he was heard,

by the writer, to cry out, " Oh, I am gone! "

Oh, that piercing cry that makes a person's heart

beat in anguish! Oh, to hear and see this picture

in reality! But this young man left the boat just a

it went over the falls, and caught on the dan
Willing hands soon had him out of danger.

So it is with some people who join church.

They simply get in and float down stream, and
eventually go over the falls. We must know more,
do more, and ask for help before it is too late.

The young members need the help of the older

at times. This world, and, in particular, this

n, is becoming very wicked, and full of temp-
tations to the young convert. Sometimes it is

difficult matter to keep " pure." Brethren, remer
ber the sheep that are in danger of the '" wolf
May the Lord bless all, and may we be strong
the "faith," and labor, by our united efforts, for the

enlargement of our church! May we keep it as

claim it should be,—in purity! Let us " prac
what we preach," and preach from the Bible!

', III.

WRITING FOR THE PRESS.

One of our exchanges makes this good sugges-

tion:

In our " Suggestions to Correspondents" is the

following: " Do not crowd the lines closely togeth-
er. It makes the typesetter sick at heart to find

two lines in the space which one should occupy."
The reason why it annoys the typesetter to find

lines crowded together is because, to make speed in

his work, requires that he shall be able to get a line,

and, if possible, a full sentence in his mind by a sin-

gle glance at the manuscript. But this he cannot
do if the lines are crowded more closely than the

ordinary ruling on paper, commonly used for writ-

ing. If correspondents write on unruled paper
they should try to keep their lines about as widely
separated as the ordinary ruling requires. The
typesetter generally needs to have his manuscript
about a foot and a half from his eyes while he i"

work. Wi'h this explanation given we trust t

we shall not find it necessary to make mention
thereof again, unless for the benefit of new con
pondents who may not see what is now submitted
on this subject.

There is a Japanese Christian who puts on his

door the following notice every morning before he

starts for his day's work, which is far from his

home: " I am a Christian, and if any one likes to

go in and read my book while I am out, he may."
What a simple and original way of obeying the di

rection, " Let him that heareth say, Come."
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MOTTO FOR THE YEAR. — "Upon the first

tl«U of the week let every one of you lay by him in

z, as God hath prospered him."—l Cor. 10: 2.

Bv far the larger part of the Brethren are en-

aged in farming, and the time for planning, for the

coming season, at hand. What

plans for the garden, the truck-patch, the farm?

Will you do, as some have done, in past seasons

nd set apart a portion of the ground, the product

of which will be disposed of to the best advantage

for the Lord's cause? Or will you encourage your

children to take some plan to rai^e funds, by their

own little hands, for the sake of others needing the

Gospel?

In some places remarkable success has been had,

by giving the children of a Sunday school class a

certain amount of money to invest as they choose

during the summer, and in the fall report their earn-

s therewith. What phenomenal success could be

made from entire Sunday schools, old and young,

following some similar plan, can only be learned

by a number of schools trying it with a zeal worthy

of the cause. A few examples are given to stimu-

late, if possible, many others, to adopt some plan

for the coming year.

to invest the dime as they thought best, to make the

most money for the cause, and I would expect
them to report the last Sunday of the year. On
the appointed Sunday all were present but three

little boys and one girl; two of these reported later.

One simply handed the dime back. Five boys and
five girls' made the amount, including the dimes I

gave them. From what these children have done
it can readily be seen what the church could do if

she were aroused to a proper sense of her duty.

—

B. Neff," ^

A plan for raising money among the little folks,

something like those mentioned above, is to be set

on foot in the Young Disciple inside of a few weeks,

and the money thus raised, and sent as directed in

that paper, is to be reported in its columns, for the

encouragt-ment of the children. While arranging

for what we have suggested, have the little people

watch for what the Young Disciple will say.

sixty tract tablets were shipped to

Bridgewater, Va., where they will be used in mis-

sion work. While some persons do not like to

have a tract on the other side of the sheet of their

letter, many say it is a most excellent way to dis-

tribute tracts. The tablet is so arranged that a let-

ter of sixteen pages can be written before there is a

repetition of any one tract.

Four of S. I. Newcomer's children, on a farm,

near Lanark, 111., made an effort to see what each

one could do to raise products and sell them for

mission work. Leo raised a patch of onions and

sold them for 75 cents. Edna had a patch of pota-

toes, and received 50 eents. Their mother permit-

ted Hope and Floyd to have the eggs, gathered on

Sunday, and from them they realized $3.^5. In all

S4.50 was given to the mission fund. But that was
only a part of the good done. The children were

deeply interested in the work all the summer
through.

Neak Saxton, Bedford Co., Pa., is a little boy,

named Lewis- Reed. His mother gave him a small

portion of ground, to raise something for the nvs-

sion work. He dug the ground, planted potatoes,

and raised two bushels, which he sold for twenty-
five cents each, and enclosed the amount for foreign

letter is gi\ it 'En-
closed you will find $15.26, to be used one-half for

the Smyrna Orphanage and the other for the Breth-

ren's Mission in Chicago, and credit the Fairview
Sunday school, Iowa, per O. W. Leavell. This is the

out-growth of each scholar investing a nickel at the

beginning of our school, April I. The interest mani-
fested last Sunday, when we decided to send it to

Smyrna and Chicago, would have moved each indi-

vidual, who is not interested in missions, if he could
have been present."

Ano
: lette ie from the Roann Sunday

school, Ind.: " You will find enclosed $i for the In-
dia Mission. We raised the amount in rather a pe-
culiar way. On the first Sunday in January I told
our Superintendent to invite the little children of
our school to take the front seat and I would give
them a short talk. I told them of some of the ad-
vantages they have over the many little boys and
girls in heathen lands, and asked how many of
them would like to do something to help send the
Bible to them if I would give them a plan. Hands
went up, eyes sparkled, and they were ready to
hear the plan. I told them I would give a dime to
every one that wanted to work for one year. I
soon was rid of thirteen dimes. I instructed them

The Protestant church has been in Korea for just

ten years. During that time forty-two regular con-

gregations have been organized, having five hun-

dred and twenty-eight communicants, and nine

Sunday schools are in progress, with four hundred

and fifty-five scholars. Six of the churches have

native pastors, and last year their contributions, for

the progress of the Lord's work, amounted to <

Si ,ooo.

BULSAR NOTES.

BY W. B. STOVER.

—The pleasantest days of the year have come,

and missionaries all over India are losing no time

in preaching the Gospel to the villages round

about, and even to them that are afar off. We, our-

selves, go preaching now twice a day, on the streets,

in the markets, in the shade of some wide-spread-

ing banyan tree, or on the banks of a big tank.

Sometimes we stand and preach to a crowd of sev-

eral hundred all around us, and sometimes we sit

on the grass and preach to a dozen or score sitting

before us. We often tell the story to one or two.

The Holy Spirit gives us considerable freedom in

the vernacular, and we are glad in the Lord to tell

out the story in humble boldness and without the

least fear of any man.

—A native family lives not far from us whose

child died. They thought they would stay the

hand of death from future children by the names

they would give them. So now they have two chil-

dren whose names are " Dhed " and " Bungi,"

which practically means " Low-caste " and " Out-

caste." It is needless to say the boys are thriving,

but after they grow up the parents say they will

give them new names.

—The time we were to go to the village and

preach to them five days, has been postponed.

Two men from that viUage walked about four miles

to our bungalow to buy a New Testament and pre-

sent us with some eggs and bananas. On the way

here at least a dozen different persons accosted them

with: " Where are you going t " They said plainly,

"To the Sahib's house." Then they were told,

"Ah, don't go there; they will kill you." "Don't

go there; they will give you chloroform," "Don't

be a fool. Go home," etc., etc. But the men did

come. One had a boil,—we put a bread-and-milk

poultice on that. The other's friend had a sore

leg, and we sent some medicine for him. We told

them more about Jesus. They bought a Testament,

and went away, convinced that these Christians are

not so bad after all.

—Sometimes some who write occasionally for the

essenqer find a sentence or thought changed
when it appears in print. Not discussing the ques-

tion at all, I was forcibly convinced the other day
that writers to other papers share the same fate,

re was a picture in the New York Missionary Al-

e,—a group of low-caste people of India, and
these words, "A Chimneysweeper and Family."

The Sweeper is one of the lowest castes in this coun-

try. That comes from the nature of his work,

which is not well defined in the word " sweeper."

The added word, "chimney." furnishes some amuse-
ment, when we reflect that not one house in a

thousand has a chimney in India. It was probably

originally written " A Sweeper and Family."

—One day last week, when preaching in a village

near the sea, we saw Venus come close and closer

to the moon. I saw they were in direct line. We
watched them till Venus disappeared behind the

moon, and the moon, a few minutes later, dropped

into the sea. The natives said that Venus was eaten

by the moon. We talked to them then of the great

plans and works of the Living God.

Bulsar, Ind., Dec. 18.

MISSION WORK IN SOUTHERN PENNSYLVANIA.

BY W. A. ANTHONY.

Noticing in the Gospel Messenger that the vari-

ous State Districts should be heard from, relative

to mission work, I will give a brief report of the

work in Southern Pennsylvania.

We have three mission points established, and

have in contemplation the fourth. The one is in

Juniata County, and was but recently opened. The
prospects are encouraging The second one is near

Dillsburg, York County. We have done a fairly

good work there,—judged from a human stand-

point. We have much opposition and many odds

to work against. The opposition comes largely

from those within. May God speed the day when

we may all see alike, in reference to missionary

work, and, instead of using our influence against,

just throw all our energy, talent and soul into the

work of missions. Then we would realize glorious

results.

Our third point is in Fulton County. The Mis-

sion Board has given it into my charge for one

year, dating from March, 1896. We gave them a

ten days' meeting in the spring, and three meetings

every four weeks since. It is a valley about fifteen

miles long and about five miles wide at the widest.

There is not one Brethren's church, and the Breth-

ren are almost strangers to many. They are as

kind and hospitable people as I ever met with, and

receive us kindly. We have baptized some, and

contemplate building a church in the spring. Last

Sunday I had two appointments,—one at the north-

ern end, where we have been preaching, and, for

the first time, one at the southern end. Elders Ja-

cob Snyder and Daniel Baker, of Waynesboro,

filled the northern appointment, and the writer, ac-

companied and assisted by Bro. Abner Brindle,—

one of our deacons,—filled the southern appoint-

ment. We had a pleasant day. The house was

packed with people and the yard full of buggies,

fi led with people who waited until after, services,

when we repaired to the water,—a mile distant,

—

and buried three precious souls in holy baptism.

It was said to be one of the largest gatherings that

ever assembled in the valley on a similar occasion.

Many tears were shed, and many earnest entreaties

given us, to return again. Truly "the harvest is

great but the laborers are few." We returned last

night over the mountain,—a distance of twenty-five

miles, and to-day we are laboring for our temporal

wants. Our greatest need just now is more breth-

ren who are willing to say, " Here am I; send me."

To be religious is not to be

a dreamer of dreams. It is n

the Mount of Transfiguration,

nature which God has given you,

service by using it for your iellow

of visions and
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Bro. John F. Driver closed a ser es of meetings

at the Mt. /.ion church. Va.. with five accessions.

We learn that Bro. Daniel Wolf, one of the eld-

ers in the Manor church, Maryland, is in quite

feeble health.

Those who send church news must not ask us to

withhold their names from the printed reports. It

is not our way of doing.

Bro, C. C. Root still continues his meetings at

Circleville, Kans. Twelve have been baptized, and
one awaits the initiatory rite.

Bko. I. D. Parker closed his series of meetings
at Lordsburg, Cal., with eighteen accessions. He
is booked for another series of meetings at Glen-
dora, which is probably in progress by this time.

Bko. ]. W. Tkostle should now be addressed at

Compton, Cal., where he is permanently located.

He seems to enjoy life on the Pacific Coast. His
brother, Levi Trostle, was with him at the time he
wrote.

Bro. ], Kurtz Miller writes us of a series of
meetings he has just closed at Huntsdale, Cumber-
land Co., Pa., with eleven confessions and one re-

claimed. Five have been baptized, and the rest
will be baptized soon.

Bro. I. D. Parker writes us that the Brethren's
Mission orange grove, in California, is turning out
some fine oranges this year, and that they are bring-
ing fancy prices. The fruit is regarded as the finest
in the market, and shows that the grove is a valua-
ble piece of property. Our readers are aware that
it came to the Committee largely as a donation.

After sending much help to the Western suffer-
ers, from time to time, it is now gratifying to learn
that the State of Nebraska is preparing to make a
free will offering of many car-loads of grain for
the benefit of the hungry in Chicago, and the
starving millions in India. We congratulate our
brethren, along with others, for being in a condi-
tion to render aid to others.

life-long
Parents, if you want to do you

favor, early in life place in their
book against secret societies. \._
mend -Hand- Book of Freemasonry," by eTr'o-
nayne, price, 50 cents. It may be ordered from this
office. Then the " History of the Abduction and
Murder of Capt. Wm. Morgan," price, 25 cents, is
a startling publication. The boy who reads it will
never lorget it. It can also be ordered from the
Messenger office.

jce the begii

baptized ir

of the

adelph

yea

th(

number, a minister, who, for some time, has been

seeking additional light respecting the true or-

der of worship. There are eight yet awaiting bap-

tism.

A LAoy who has lived in the city of Jerusalem

forty years, reports that the population of the city

is rapidly increasing, and the increase would
doubtless be far greater were it not for the discour-

aging attitude of the Turkish authorities. They
seem opposed to anything that may improve and
advance the interests of the country.

Fro the famine-stricken regions of India the

news is disheartening. People are starving by the

thousands, while the terrible plague is still playing

havoc in Bombay and other places. Great efforts

are being made to save the starving, but the calam-

ity is on such a large scale that millions will prob-

ably die before help can reach them.

One dsy last week we received a letter contair

ing a draft, but the writer forgot to sign his nam
to his order. The same day another letter came
containing an order for the paper, with pay, but th

writer failed to give either his post-office, State,

name. This is a very common occurrence in an of

flee like this. It is remarkable how many careles

people there are in this world.

Sister Libbie Shearer, Chenowith, Washington,
writes that she united with the Brethren church
when fourteen years old, and though isolated, feels

to strive for a greater degree of holiness. She is in

deep sorrow because her husband has been taken
from her by the hand of death, and, while earnestly

craving the prayers of others in her behalf, it is her
desire that some of our ministers visit that part of

the Pacific Coast and preach the Gospel to her
neighbors.

A telegram, which gives no particulars, informs
us that Eld. J. F. Oiler, of Waynesboro, Pa., died
in Baltimore, last Saturday morning. This news
will be received with sadness in all parts of the
Brotherhood. Bro. Oiler was one of our most
skillful elders in the East. He was not so widely
known as an able preacher, but he knew how to
handle a large church, and keep the members thor-

oughly interested in the Lord's work. His death
will prove a great loss to the cause in Pennsylvania.
For our next issue we hope to have further par-
ticulars concerning his life and death.

We ked to write more on the Sabbath
question for the benefit of some who are weak in
the faith. We suggest that Bro. I. J. Rosenber-
ger's pamphlet, "The Sabbath and the Lord's
Day," be widely distributed in localities where the
minds of the people are disturbed on this question.
It is a pamphlet of twenty-eight pages, and may be
had for six cents, or S2.50 a hundred. Address
General Missionary and Tract Committee, Mt.
Morris, 111. It something more extensive is need-
ed, send us St. 50 for Canright's "Seventh Day Ad-
ventism Renounced." The reading of this book
ought to satisfy any one on the Sabbath question.
The same may be had in paper cover, for sixty
cents. The Si 00 book is well printed, and neatly
bound in cloth.

Several times we have called attention to the
fact that all matter, intended for the various de
partments of the paper, be written on separate
sheets, and properly designated. The importance
of this is again brought to mind by a request that
we omit the name of Bro. F. M. Day, Stone, Ore-
gon, from the ministerial list. The name was sent
on the same sheet with a correction, marked "Al-
manac," hence, we supposing that both names were
intended for the ministerial list, it was inserted ac-
cordingly. Had it been written on a separate sheet,
and its purpose designated, the name would not
have appeared in the list. We regret the mistake,
and will see that the correction is made in the Al-
manac for 1893. We wish to say that Bro. F. M.
Day is in no way responsible for his name appear-
ing in the list.

nd type-w itten

ipositors nd proofonfer a great favor oh i

eader by not having the lines too close togethe

ilways leave double space between the lines, an

ever, under any circumstances, write on mot
nan one side of the paper.

Tit the Ro general, who conducted the

siege against Jerusalem, and captured the city A.

D. 70, was not only an accomp'ished scholar, but
i

said to have been an expert as a shorthand writer.

While shorthand was not then as extensively used

as now, still it was more or less employed,
knowledge of this fact enables us to account,

a natural way, for some of the excellent discourses

found recorded in the Sacred Scriptu

Sister Lena M. Wiband, 336 West Monro.

Chicago, writes us of the great distress prevailing

among the poor in that city, in consequence of the

late severe cold spell of weather, and wishe

readers to bear in mind, that sister Lizzie Howe,
660 South Ashland Ave,, is in a position to >

tribute su-h food and clothing among the suf

ing as may be sent to her. We should most assur-

edly not forget the poor. This notice should ha'

appeared in last issue, but it reached us just 01

day too late for that paper.

Bro. Fercken is often very much annoyed by

those who write him and do not place suffi

postage on their communications. Triis mak
necessary for him to pay double postage, which

means, as a rule, not less than ten cents on a letter.

He writes that he must send sixty cents to Wash-
ington for a package detained there for the lack o[

postage. This is telling on his pocket-book, and

people ought not to put him to such great incoc

veniences. No letter should be mailed to hii

bearing less than five cents postage. The better

way is to have your postmaster weigh every letter

sent, for five cents will not carry a communication
weighing over one-half ounce. Some people write

him in this careless manner who ought to know
better. Then be careful about his address. This

is a very safe way to address him:

Bishop G. J. Fercken,

By Open Mail via London. Asia Mir

Bro. David Long, Bishop of the Manor con
gation, Maryland, passed away Jan, 23. He
widely known among our people, and spent a 1

and useful life earnestly laboring for the cause
Christianity. He was one of the pillars of the

church in his day and wielded a wide influi

He was born Jan. 29, 1820, and was consequently
nearly seventy-seven years old at the time of his

death. He was a member of the church over fifty

years, commenced preaching when thirty yea
age, and has done much in the way of building

up the cause in the Western District of Maryland
and elsewhere. He has served on the Stan
Committee a number of times, and his. good c_

sel was highly appreciated. Bro. Long leaves

eleven children, three of whom are ministers. He
died from an attack of la grippe. His funeral took

place Jan. 26, at the Manor church, and was very

largely attended, Bro. D. F. StouHer officiating.

His remains were laid to rest in the graveyard
joining the church. It is evident that one of our

strongest men in Maryland has fallen, and we feel

that his work was well done. He will long be re-

membered as a devout and zealous advocate ol

primitive Christianity.

RESISTING THE SPIRIT.

There were a number of preachers at Antioch,

but the Holy Ghost demanded that Barnabas and

Saul, from among them, should be set apart for the

special work for which the Lord had called them.

(Acts 13: 2.) This seems to have pleased the

brethren, for they at once laid hands on the two

preachers and sent them away. Without hesitat-

ing one moment, the church yielded to the influ-

ence of the Spirit, and a grand work was the re-



February 6, 1897. THE GOSPEL ZMIZESSEHSra-E-Ei.

suit, for these devout preachers visited many cities

preached the Gospel and established churches.

What would have been the consequence had this

church refused to respond to the demands of th(

Spirit? Thousands of sinners might have beer

lost, and the church at Antioch wasted away. As

we consider this lesson we are led to wonder if

there are any churches in the Brotherhood that are

resisting the promptings of the Holy Ghost along

this line! Are they not told that the harvest is

great, the laborers are few, and that the Lord wants

more laborers in his fields? Have they not- been

told, time and again, and that even by the Annual

Conference, that the churches having suitable men

for work on the mission fieWs, should hold elec-

tions, and call these men to the ministry? Well,

how many of them have responded to this call?

The scarcity of workers to send to the different

fields tells the sad story.

Years ago there was a call for preaching the Gos-

pel in Denmark. The call came to a congregation

that at once yielded to the solicitations of the Spir-

it, and a minister was sent, though one had to be

elected especially for the occasion. The door of

faith was opened to the people in Denmark, Swe-

den and Norway, and glorious has been the result.

But what would have been the consequence if that

call had come to a church unwilling to heed it? It

is startling to contemplate what might have been

the final outcome of such a course. A dozen

churches came to the assistance of that congrega-

tion, and when the determination to send the Gos-

pel to those needing more light was made known,

hundreds responded to the call. Would we think

for one moment that the Holy Ghost had nothing

to do with this movement? Most assuredly he was

behind it, and prompted those who led out, and

helped to inspire others.

But there came another period when it was

deemed proper to send missionaries to India and

Asia Minor. The calls
" came to churches that

yielded to the pressure of the Spirit. A few doubt-

ed the wisdom of the course, but the mission spirit

prevailed, and now the faithful workers are in their

fields and souls are being gathe

But what if these calls had come

take no interest in preaching th

lands? What if these n

more fully to the influence of the Spirit along the

line suggested in this communication! Scores of

workers, not now specially employed, would be

called into action. More attention would be given

to the advancing of men that should be endorsed

encouraged in the work entrusted to them,

re would not be so many flocks without shep-

Is, nor would there be so many isolated groups

nembers without preachers. We would have

THE OTHER SIDE.

ols whe
1 1

:i n y inisters at work,

; the same meeting,

ders carefully study the

d three Sunday

one. We would have

but not so many of th>

We suggest that ou

Acts of the Apostles anew, and see if it is not wise

that we should cultivate a still greater acquaintance

with the Spirit, in order that we may yield more

readily to his influence. It is certainly a dangerous

thing to be constantly resisting the influence and

promptings of the Spirit. J. h. m.

THE COLLAPSE OF F0RE1QN MISSIONS.

ue of the Gospel

to say about the

ents by

d into the

o churche

Gospel in

had liv

i not willing to endorse then let

I have just read in the

Messenger what Dr. Pie

collapse of Foreign Mi

the Office Editor. There is in the article much

food for thought. The inside workings of the For-

eign Missions of many of the Societies now operat-

ing in heathen lands has never been written, and he

who writes will be set down as a crank opposed to

giving the Gospel to the heathen. No one who

has had opportunity to see how the work is done

will deny the statement that in many cases there is

extravagance and much waste of the Lord's mon-

ey.

It is not the purpose, at this time, to give details

cost

of the Mis-

n a contrast

spending in

the way of

conversation

cost of mis-

s had their

the field,

congregat

them go?

May there not be places now where workers are

held back? May there not be those who are fully

competent for mission work, and quite willing to

spend their lives for that purpose, and yet they

cannot be sent because of opposing elements that

should not exist? Then may there not be in some

localities good, unemployed material, that would at

once be wisely utilized in the Lord's vineyard, if it

could only be transferred to those localities where

the members are in sympathy with this line of

work? We throw out these hints for the serious

consideration of the earnest thinkers in all parts of

the Brotherhood.

These considerations lead us to remark, that the

Spirit can do more with some churches than with

others, as well as it can do more with some people

and preachers than with others. When the Spirit

at Joppa told Peter to go with the men sent by Cor-

nelius, drjubting nothing, he hesitated not a mo-

ment. And when the Spirit in the house of the de-

vout centurion indicated to Peter that the door of

faith was now open to the Gentiles, as well as to

the Jews, he faltered not, but immediately arranged

for receiving the penitent ones into the church by

baptism. He was a man who yielded to the im-

pulses of the Spirit. And what is here said of Pe-

ter is equally true of other preachers, as well as the

churches in the apostolic times.

What a glorious work might be accomplished by
the Brethren church, were we disposed to yield

few weeks ago

i of people who, i

always saying, "

! then it has be

: at the other sid

e took a look at a certain

their actions and speaking,

he old is the better," and

suggested that we take a

and give a glimpse of those

ngling for the new.

e extremes on both

as to the real conditions found in soi

sions in foreign countries, but to d

between what our own missionaries i

India and what some otl

compensation for their wc

with a missionary in Bombay,

sions, the fact that our m
actual expenses paid, and

ing them, $175, for each one

fe'rred to. Our friend expressed much surprise at

the statement and said in reply, " I am not one of

your cheap missionaries. My Board pays me

twelve hundred and fifty dollars per year." When

it is known that the cost of living in India is only

one-half as much as in this country it will be seen

that the man told the truth. He was not a cheap

missionary. This statement loses none of its force

when it is remembered that his salary comes from

some, at least, who must work for a much less sum

per year, and, stinting themselves, give that the

Gospel may be preached to the heathen.

At Bulsar a missionary was met whose work was

to visit the stations along the railway, and preach

to the people, He was a single man. He always

had a servant with him whose duty it was to carry

his master's small hand-grip, brush his clothing,

clean his shoes, and stand behind him at the table

and hand him such things as he might call for. In

spite of looking on the best side of this man's way

of living and spending the money sent out to have

the Gospel preached, one could not help contrast it

with the life of the Master who had not whe:

lay his head.

It is a real pleasure to note the fact that there

are many self sacrificing men and women in the

various Missions, who are spending and being spent

to raise up the heathen. They do not belong

to the class who live in luxury and are far re-

moved from those to whom they are sent to preach.

Among these it is a real pleasure to class our own

little missionary band at Bulsar, India, and the

work of Bro. Fercken in the church at Smyrna.

who are always calling an,

Yes, we admit that the

sides, and that extreme views, no matter where

found, or by whom held, are always more or less

dangerous. Of late, we have noticed that there

seems to be a growing disposition on the part of

the churches to employ young ministers, and that

this applies to our own church, as well as others.

So strongly have these feelings been growing, in

places, that it is beginning to be an important

question to know where the "deadline" is, or at

what age a minister reaches the limit of growing

usefulness and begins the down-grade march. It

is, especially, an interesting question to us, as a

church, because of the advanced age at which some
of our ministers are called. If this limit be placed

at fifty years,—and this seems to be a popular

vote,—then many who have been called, have re-

ceived the call under very disadvantageous circum-

stances, because of the lateness of their call, and

many others, because of having passed the " dead-

line," might as well hang their harps on the wil-

lows.

In the discussion of this subject there arc a num-

ber of things to be considered that justice may be

done to all parties. Effects come from causes, and

these must be looked at and examined.

There is a period in a man's life when he ceases

to grow physically, and mentally, as well, The ex-

tent of this period is not measured in days and

years. Much depends on circumstances and en-

vironments, But this date, or period, does not nec-

essarily end a man's usefulness. As a tree contin-

ues to bear fruit after obtaining its fullness in size,

so men may continue to do effective work after

passing their mental maturity. In many cases the

fruitage of age and experience has been the very

sweetest and best,—just as some trees bear the

best-developed and finest-flavored fruit after they

cease growing. So it cannot be said that a minis-

ter, after he has reached his fiftieth or sixtieth

mile-stone, is ready to be laid on the shelf, or that

he must be superannuated. While this is not nec-

essarily so, yet circumstances or public sentiment

may greatly shorten or determine the period of a

man's usefulness in the ministry.

There is no calling in life in which men need so

much appreciation and encouragement as in the

ministry. Outside of the consciousness of work-

ing for God, through the Holy Spirit, there is noth-

ing that draws out and develops a minister's power

for good more fully than appreciation of his efforts,

as he, from time to time, labors in the field into

which he has been called. Every man, to work to

his full capacity, must have some kind of an incen-

nd for* fhe oth-

:iated,

»orld

tive to lead him

ing which men hunger for more than ap

ation,—to feel that their efforts are appre

and that their work is accomplishing good,

alone, has made some men a power in the

for good, while a lack of it has destroyed others,—

not because of their passing over the dividing line

made by years, but by their environments and cir-

cumstances. To-day we have many ministers who

have passed beyond the line of usefulness,—at least,

to the extent they should be,—at an early age in

life; some, because of their own indifference and

neglect— others because of the sentiment voiced

by their congregation. It may be, t

want a young man or, perhaps, a very

sire for a change. They feel that something

will be better than the old.

they
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When a feeling of this kind once takes hold of

the minds of a people, it is almost impossible to

render satisfaction until the change is made, There

may be a cause for a feeling of this kind, but it

should never be shown until every reasonable ef-

fort has been made to get what is needed without

making the change,

In many of the cases where it is thought the

ministry is not as it should be, by proper encour-

agement and appreciation, it could be made quite

efficient. Sometimes we hear ministers say: "I

preach the Truth, and I don't care what the peo-

ple think of it." Yes, but you do carel It is all

right to preach the Truth, and we should not

preach anything else, but when you do this with

all the power and ability given by the Spirit, you

feel much better if you know that it has been re-

ceived. A man that sows his seed does care

whether it falls on good ground, on stony ground

or among thorns. If he were persuaded that it

would all fall among the* stones and thorns, he

would not sow at all. He would not have the

heart to do it,—would you?

We are not to sow for the sake of sowing,—we

are not to sow blindly. We do care,—we ought to

care what the people think of our work, and it is as

much a duty, on the part of the hearer, to hear, as

it is for the preacher to preach. If you do not hear,

you cannot wonder that your preacher does not

preach.

Part of the minister's inspiration comes from his

hearers. If they show an interest in what is being

said, with ears and eyes open, ready to catch every

word, the words come much easier than if thrown

against half-closed eyes, and dull ears. Even the

Great Teacher seemed to be concerned as to what

the people thought of his preaching, when he asked

his disciples: "Whom do men say that I, the Son

Most of the bad preaching is because of the bad

hearing. When the hearing is all right, it does not

matter whether the preacher is old or young. When
we go to our table it is not the cook that we are

concerned about so much as the edibles on the ta-

ble and how they are prepared. If the food is of

good quality and well prepared we are pleased,

—

satisfied. And who does our best cooking,—our

aged mother, the girls, or the servant? The one

that has the most experience, every time. Why
should not the same hold good in our spiritual

food? Think a little and come to your own conclu-

The most bitter and heart-breaking experiences

some of the Ipreachers of other churches have, is

when the very significant hint comes to them that

their ministrations are no more acceptable, and it

is expected that a resignation is in order. These
are the things that bring the " dead-line " early, and
cause men in the prime of manhood to be laid on
the shelf. We think of a host of ministers who did

acceptable preaching until they reached the three

score and ten limit, and the same may be said of

ministers of other churches. Why was, and is it?

Because they were " the beloved," and they felt it

in their lives, in their thinking and in their preach-
ing. "The beloved John " and "Paul the aged,"

when were they shelved? When their work was
done,—when the good fight was fought!

Sometime again we may intimate when a minister

makes his own " dead line," and ought to be laid

on the shelf. When a man lays himself there, he
ought to lie quiet and be satisfied. h. b. b.

Whenever a brother is elected to the ministry,

advanced to the second degree, or ordained to the
eldership, mention of it should be made in the
Messenger. It is important that our people be
kept posted on all matters of this kind.

—v* HOME AND FAMILY*—
MY MOTHER.

Mother, thy sweet name echoes through my breast

Like softened melodies of angel choirs;

Wben, casting their bright crowns at Jesus' feet,

In wonder at his love, they strike their lyres.

Mother, sweet mother, many years have passed

Since thy pure spirit fled from earth away.

Leaving thy child to wander sadly on,

Forlorn, dispirited, through life's dark way.

And yet, dear mother, though thy form has fled,

Thy early teachings have not all been vain.

And oft at eve in fancy's tones I hear

Thy fervent prayers poured forth for me again.

Full oft thy gentle spirit has been grieved,

Dear mother, for the deeds thy child had done;

Full oft the tears had coursed thy saddened cheek,

In sorrow for thy wild, misguided son.

Mother, though far away from childhood's home,

Thy image from my heart shall ne'er be cast;

Onward and upward through the world I'll go

And in our Savior's realm we'll meet at last,

Winchester, Va.

THE MOTHER OP JESUS.

She is growing old. In a score of years Jerusa-

lem will be destroyed, but she will not be there.

Lamech died five years before the flood, and Me-
thuselah died the same year in which the windows
of heaven were opened, and the fountains of the

great deep were broken up. Like them, she will be

taken away from the evil to come. The time of her

departure draws apace. For weeks the events of

the past have been viewed in her memory; especial-

ly the thrilling incidents of her young motherhood,
which have long been hidden in her heart, and the

tragic scenes of the cross are now continually be-

fore her. These had ever been the fountain of her

life, but they come with a stranger sweetness as she

nears the end of her journey. None can enter into

her feelings, for none have had an experience like

hers. Of all women, she has been infinitely favored

in being the mother of Jesus, and she is lost in won-
der why this is so. Other women have been justly

proud when their sons were honored, but her Son is

now reigning on high as the only Potentate, the

King of kings, and Lord of lords, and yet h^ow

strangely humble she feels! How exalted is he,

and how lowly her estate; and yet she knows that

he still loves her as when, in childhood, he leaned

on her bosom in Nazareth of Galilee. If he had
thought of her and commended her to the care of

his beloved disciple, when he was in agony on the

cross, he will not forget her now when he is in glory

and she is old, and all earthly friends must soon
fail her. His love for others and his relation to

them will not cause him to love her less. There is

room in his great heart for all.

She thinks of him as he was helpless and weak
and poor, when she laid him in the manger. She
recalls the joy of the aged Simeon and Anna, when
they beheld her infant Son, and ponders over the

strange visit of the wise men from the East and
their humble adoration. Her heart again throbs

within her as she hears of the wrath of Herod, and
she retraces the steps of the midnight journey into

Egypt, Again she returns with him to Nazareth;

and she knows how big with meaning were all these

things. She had seen them but dimly then.

She thinks of him as he knew letters, never having

learned, as he was familiar with the lore of the
world and without effort transcended the wisdom of

the Rabbins. She again searches for him on the

way to Jerusalem, and finds him in the temple, and
sees him astonish the great doctors with his knowl-

edge of his Father's business. She sees him leave

the temple and return with her to Nazareth and
continue subject to her. She marvels as he enters

the carpenter shop and works with a skill that came
not from learning the trade. She knows many
houses in Nazareth that have traces of his perfect

workmanship; and she thinks of him as without
hands he is now preparing for his loved ones man-
sions in the skies! And she knows that the humble
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hand that once shoved the plane is now wielding

the sceptre of the universe!

She rejoices that he was a friend of the poor, and
by his own example has made honorable their toil.

She thinks of his pure, young life as he grew in fa-

vor with God and man, and of his regular attend-

ance upon divine service in his own city. The mys-
tery attaching to most of his early life, which was
hidden from others, is very precious to her. She re-

calls the dark day when Joseph died, and when in

her deep distress.//* came to her and was her comfort
and support; and she wishes that all others in trouble

could lean upon his strong arm as she had done.

Knowing him has taken away all her fears, for, as

he has sustained her in her past bereavements, he

will not forsake her when the future shadows shall

fall.

Once more she sees him baptized in Jordan, and
her heart is still as she beholds the white dove de-

scend upon his noble form, and hears the voice of

God acknowledging him from the clouds. Again
she follows him on many a weary journey and be-

holds the wonderful works he wrought among the

people. The lips that first whispered her own name
she hears speak as never man spake. Nearer and
nearer his hour approaches until the traitor comes
and he is led away to be crucified. The awful

scenes that followed are written in eternal charac-

ters upon her heart. But the shadows of the cross

are dissipated when she remembers what followed.

She had seen him alive again and communed with

him, and he had called her by name! She had also

beheld him ascend to heaven in a cloud, and had
received his promise that he would come again.

But even since his ascension he did not seem far

away. His spirit was ever with her, and she
seemed often to hear his footsteps and to feel his

presence. She had seen his teaching spread over

the world, and knew thousands whose lives had
been transformed by the power of his Gospel. She
had nobly done her part in the work of the great

church at Jerusalem, and had tearfully told the sto-

ry of the infant Jesus and the glorified Savior. She
could not minister to him now as she had done
when he was a helpless babe, but she could minister

to others in his name, and thus serve him. There
was a strangely sweet interest about the service of

the church at Jerusalem, as the mother of Jesus was
among the worshipers! Even the life of the be-

loved John was made richer because of the presence
in his home of the mother of his Lord. But she

can not stay. Her affections have stolen away and
preceded her upward. The glad day has come for

her to go. Her weary feet will soon stand within

thy gates. O Jerusalem. The low murmur of voices
and the subdued sobbing of loved ones around her

she heeds not, as a strange light breaks upon her,

d she hears celestial symphonies from the glory

shore. White-winged messengers—jasper walls

—

pearly gates—golden streets—life's river—and she
with him!—A. Martin in the Christian Standard.

" He guided by paths that I could not see,

By ways that I have not known, *

The crooked was straight, and the rough made plain,

As I followed the Lord alone.

I praise him still for the pleasant palms,

And the water-springs by the way:
For the glowing pillars of flame by night.

And the sheltering clouds by day,"

We live so much way down in the valley. Some-
!mes we rise by faith to mountain tops, but we

should strive to occupy constant// a high plane of

Christian enjoyment.

We take up our pen and think we are going to

write often, or do some other work, but sickness

rious kinds, and, ere we are aware, a year has gone
by and we have done very little.

At this season,—the beginning of a new year,—

I

often think of one of our departed old writers, Bro.

L. Furry. For a long time before his death he

would write every new year, almost, on " Redeem-
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ing the Time." I think of this more since I live

where, every day I look from my window at his old

home, where he went in and out in his labors of

love. They sleep,—these dear old people of the

r-EiiEj gospel js/cjiJSSJtajN'ca-HK*. Qi

past! r much do we appreciate the

—- CORRESPONDENCE *~—

while we enjoy so much that which they have

won for us? Ars we doing half as much for others

as they did for us?

Some months ago, while recovering from sickness,

1 passed some time in leafing over the old volumes

of the Gospel Visitor, Not being able to read much,

I looked at the names of the contributors. I was

surprised to find that the writers who wrote only

about 1863, had all passed to their reward excepting

a few. These few are nearly all active workers yet:

Brethren Eby, Balsbaugh, Sharp, Wise, Lint and

several others. Several poems are signed, Boelus.

If I am not mistaken this is Dr. Brumbaugh, of

Huntingdon, Pa.

I notice a late editorial item in the Messenger

about ministers pounding the desk so hard with

their fists. I shall never forget the impression this

kind of preaching made on me when a child, six or

seven years old. An aged brother, while loudly

preaching, pounded the desk still louder. I was

scared, and I can yet see the picture of the young

people laughing. I walked home with my aunt,

who was staying with us, and heard the young peo-

ple laughing and talking about the sermon. I felt

bad in everything about it. I thought the preacher

ought not to have pounded so ugly; then it hurt me

so to hear the crowd laugh at the church my moth-

er belonged to. The community was an intelligent

one, and the congregations nearly always large for

the place. They would have respected good rea-

soning on any subject. I fear all ministers cannot

always shake the dust from their feet as did the apos-

tles. They don't all say " Peace " in the right way.

Several years ago I visited the place where this

occurred, the village of Buffalo Mills, Pa. I spent

an evening in this once consecrated old house,—

a

place very sacred to me, it having been built by my
father and used for a select school and for a church.

1 walked around in it and looked at it, now dese-

crated. I looked from the window at the village.

I saw my father's house where, forty years ago, he

went to, from this school-room, the last time, and,

in several days, lay dead.. I, a little, prattling two-

year old child, looked on, not knowing what these

sad scenes were, or would bring to me in coming

years. I watched "the summer sun go down the

sky," just as it had bathed these foothills of the Al-

leghanies so long ago when, with sad hearts, the

students followed their loved teacher to his grave

and then lingered for a few days, and went out from

this door forever. I lingered till the twilight gath-

ered and darkness fell on all around. Pictures of

the past that I could remember, some sweet, some
sad, came before me as I stood and looked where

the old desk used to stand. Among all these came
back the picture of this terrible pounding the desk.

How inconsistent we act sometimes! We blame

other people for not obeying the commandments!
How many commandments do we disobey on

Thanksgiving Day when there is worship in our

churches and we are too worldly to go. We are

taught in Holy Writ to obey the rulers of our land,

to praise God, to give to the poor. Our President

tells us to do all this and yet our ministers preach

to a few and the majority are at home, perhaps

some of them butchering or doing rough work.

Can we expect blessings to follow so much worldli-

ness.

We naturally expect when a minister reports a

meeting, a good deal of spirituality about it. I

read a report of a meeting,—a love feast,—some
time ago (not one of ours) by a minister. I could
not find anything in it, above the things of time and
sense. It was nearly all about things pertaining to
the stomach.

New Enterprise, Pa.
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From Clarence, Iowa.

At our last quarterly council we chose sister

Nannie Bear as church correspondent, but as she

has not been well since, I will take the liberty of

penning these few lines.

I like to read church news, especially when it

gives comfort. I take this method now, to say to

my dear brethren and sisters, who so kindly re-

membered us, when we met with the loss of our

home, that you occupy a very warm spot in our

hearts, and have our sincere gratitude. We also

wish to say that our new home is ever open as a

resting place for our Brethren,

Bro. D. L. Miller's visit to us was very highly

enjoyed by our Brethren and friends, and we trust

many lasting impressions were made,

We have made our Sunday school evergreen.

This is as it should be in all our schools, when pos-

sible. Whilst the weather may not, at all times, be

favorable, yet the leisure time for the majority of

Sunday school attendants and especially Sunday

school teachers, should certainly raise the standard

of their proficiency.

We received two by letter since our feast.

Brethren and sisters, may we all " strive lawfully "

in the Master's work, and be very diligent, for the

days of our usefulness will sqon be past to many of

us. John Zuck.

fan. 20.
^

A Visit to Liberty, III.

he Mission Board of Southern Illinois have

long felt the desire of some one of the Board to

visit their several fields during the year. Accord-

ingly, by the earnest requests of our missionary,

Bro. G. W. Cripe, the writer spent five days in the

mission field in Adams County, during the latter

part of December. I would here suggest that all

Mission Boards visit their different fields

ally.

We enjoyed a Communic
bers at Liberty on Christmas eve. This is the con-

gregation in which Eld. George Wolfe labored,

and, we think, the oldest organization in the State,

As for the work, I find the field large and promis-

ing. While Bro. Cripe has done a goood work,

there remains much more to do, both in and out of

the church. Those who are within must be

tured and cared for, and efforts must be made to

reach new territory. This congregation is in need

of a resident minister,—a good, earnest worker.

They number about ninety members, and while

they have a good house of worship and several

deacons, they have no preacher. Many of them

came only recently to the church, but all are strong

in the faith. We enjoyed our stay with the mem-

bers very much and met with them seven times for

worship. Here we met also Bro. H. W. Strickler,

of Loraine, Bro. Lierly, of Concord, and Bro. B

F. Britt, of Barry. We enjoyed their company.

John Arnold.
Lintner, III., Jan. 22.

The man who is shut out of the sunshine of life

may condole himself in the feeling, that the shade
is more conducive to contemplation.

1 with the

From tbe Baltimore Mission, Aid.

Our Port of Baltimore Mission Sunday school, at

Locust Point, is composed of very poor children.

Some of them come with scarcely any shoes on

their feet. Many of them are the " Fresh Air

Children " whom the Brethren in the Valley of Vir-

ginia entertained last summer for two weeks.

Next summer I will send them out, As our Breth-

ren took good care of them, I am now reaping the

benefit. They come to school without their break-

fast, or, perhaps, they do not have any to eat. I

never had children so obedient and so apt. I

bought twenty- four pair of good, shop-worn shoes

for S5.00 yesterday. They also need stockings and
lothing. If the Brethren have any cast-off cloth-

ing, they will please forward it, at once, by freight.

By telling the different railroad and steamboat
companies that the goods are for the poor, they
will give free transportation. The Brethren made
some families happy on Jan. 1, by sending a large

consignment of groceries, provisions, clothing, etc.

I can use papers and books in all languages.

James T. Quinlan,

305 S. Charles St, Jan. 23.

A joint session of the Mission Boards of the

Middle and Northern Districts of Indiana, was held

in the College building at North Manchester, Ind
,

Jan. 11. It was decided to admit Ft. Wayne as a
city in which to do mission work. Elders Wm. R.
Deeter and Jacob Snell were selected to organize

the members residing there into a working body,
and Eld. Daniel Snell was chosen as evangelist to

break to them the Bread of Life, for the ensuing

six months after organization.

The City of Fort Wayne being situated on the

line between the above-named Districts, the church

so organized shall be represented in District Meet-
ing in the District in which said church shall meet
to worship. Eld. Wm. R. Deeter is to give them a

series of doctrinal discourses at the time, or soon

after, organization. The Mission Board of Middle
Indiana selected Bro. J. H. Wright to conduct a se-

ries of meetings at the Beaver Creek house in the

Winnemac church, and Bro. M. L. Hahn to con-

duct a series of meetings at or near the Snowflake

schoolhouse, in the Kniman church.

Monthly meetings have been held the past year

at the Snowflake schoolhouse, Jasper Cn , at Ke-
wanna church, Fulton Co., and at the'Beaver Creek

churchhouse, Pulaski Co. The Board also aided, to

some extent, at Honey Creek, White County.

Truly, the " harvest is great and the laborers few!
"

May we put forth greater efforts and more earnest-

ly labor, that souls may be won to Christ!

W. S. Toney, Sec.

Walton, Ind., Jan, 22.

Florida Field Notes.

Jan. 7 we began a series of meetings at Keuka,

and continued each evening until Sunday, the 17th.

Bro, J. C. Lahman preached for us on Sunday

morning. Eld. E. J. Neher was preparing to leave

us directly after the meetings, but his entire family,

excepting himself, was taken with la grippe during

the meetings, besides a number of other people in

the community, which very materially affected our

meetings.

While at Keuka we held a love feast with our

dear old Sister Wigfield, who is now daily expect-

ing to take her departure to the spirit land.

1 (as she is called by

e of the excellent workers at Keuka.
' Grandma " Baker, another faithful

k during our meetings, called for th<

,s anointed.

;), has been

cldc

During our two months' stay in Florida we have

assisted in anointing four sisters, which evidences

that Bible doctrine has been taught, and is being

lived out, here,

We had no accessions to the church at Keuka,

but the results are left with the Lord, and we had

the promise from some of our members to be more

active in the work of the Lord in the future.

We are enjoying beautiful weather at present, but

considerable la grippe prevails throughout the

try. C. D. Hylton.

,Fla.Ja)

From Frultdale, Alabama.

The writer, in company with a number of breth-

ren and sisters from the North, arrived at Fruit-

dale, Jan. 7. On the evening of the same day, the

church met in council, preparatory to the love

feast. The members had been visited by the dea-
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cons in the usual way, and they

at this meeting. All matters '

order for a Communion occasion.

Jan. 9, at 10 o'clock A. M., we assembled in the

Seminary Chapel and listened to a very edifying

sermon by Bro. W. H. Boggs, of Covington, Ohio.

At 2 P. M. we convened again for preaching serv-

ice, and again at

the of the irdina

ficiated. Between forty and fifty communicants

surrounded the Lord's table, and this, the first love

feast of the Brethren in the State of Alabama, was

a most enjoyable and edifying one.

On the following day we enjoyed Sunday school

and two preaching services together, and when the

day was done we felt that it had not been spent in

vain and that the Lord had been with us and

blessed us in our efforts.

At this meeting we had representatives from ten

different States; and, as we were thus assembled

from Maryland, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Illi-

nois, Iowa, Missouri .Kansas, Nebraska and Ten-

nessee, enjoying the balmy breezes and sweet

sunshine of this genial clime, as well as the spirit-

ual blessings which the occasion afforded, we- felt

that the Lord had brought us together thus for

no mean purpose. And when it is remembered
that, less than two years ago, there was not a mem-
ber of the Brethren church located in Southern

Alabama, and that now there are more than fifty of

our people here, with an organized church, with

Sunday school and prayer meeting and regular

preaching appointments at several different places,

we feel that we have much to be thankful for, as

well as much for which to strive,

On Monday evening, following the feast, the Bi-

ble Term in the Sem nary was organized with a

good enrollment, and a very encouraging interest

manifested. . This Bible Term continues two weeks.

Bro. J. W. Moore, of Tiffin, Ohio, was engaged to

assist in this part of the work, and though it was
not the writer's privilege to remain, the beginning
of this session of Bible study gave promise of much
blessing to those who took part in it.

James M. Neff.

From the Ludlow Church, Ohio.

Eld. I. J. Rosenberger, of Covington, began a
series of meetings in the Pittsburg house, Dec. 24,

and preached both day and evening, except Mon-
days and Saturdays, until Jan. 19. The attendance-

was very encouraging, though much of the time the
roads were bad and the weather inclement.

On account of ill health our worthy elders,—To-
bias Kreider and Jesse Stutsman,—were not permit-
ted to attend the meetings regularly.

Bro. Rosenberger makes preaching his business

and, surely, he has his heart and soul in the cause
of bringing souls to Christ.

He made several calls while with us and induced
some to attend the meetings who are not a church-
going class of people. One-half hour song service
was engaged in before preaching each evening.
The sermons were inseresting and impressive. Fif-
teen precious souls were made willing to accept
Christ and were baptized. Some of these have been
Sunday school pupils, but. while most of them are
heads of families and on the sunny side of forty, a

few are well up in years. Many others who are too
worthy not to have a Christian home and who
would be ornaments to the church and the Sunday
school, seem to be very near the kingdom. The
members have been greatly edified and encouraged.
Bro. Daniel Garver is expected to begin a series of
meetings in the Painter Creek house Feb. 6.

Levi Minnich.
Painter Creek, Ohio, Jan. 33,

From the Tuscarawas Church, Ohio.

We have arranged to conduct a series of meetings
in what is known as the Eden house, commencing
on the evening of Dec, 12. At that time Bro. Quin-
cey Leckrone, of Ziontown, Ohio, started the work
but, in a few days, to our regret, he took sick, and
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returned home. The writer at that time had not

returned from a series of meetings at Cloverdale,

Ohio, hence, when home was reached, the meetings

were over. Wife being sick at the time, we could

not then continue the meetings, but commenced
meetings at the Zion house on Christmas Day.
After preaching several sermons, I received a call

to attend a funeral in the Sugar Creek church.

There I became very sick, and on my return home
the work could scarcely be continued.

We then solicited Bro F. B. Weimer to con-

tinue the work. Bro. Weimer consented and the

meetings grew in interest from the start. One
week from the time he arrived, just when the work
was well under way, the illness of his brother de-

manded his presence at home and so our meetings

had to close. Much good, we believe, was done,

however, and we hope to try again in the future.

" Man proposes but God disposes." At this writing

our health is much improved. We hope to be re-

membered at a Throne of Grace.

Reuben Shroyer.
Pierce, Ohio, Jan. zr.

From the Woodberry Church, Baltimore. Md.

Bro. S. O. Larkins, one of our home ministers,

who has so ably and efficiently filled the office of

Superintendent of our Sunday school here, for

about three years, was again re-elected for the year

1897. We also have a Young People's Meeting
here at this place. These meetings are for all the

members to take part in,

Bro. D. S. Wolf, of Collington, Md., was in our

midst on Sunday evening, Jan. 17, and was especial-

ly well pleased with the way our Young People's

Meeting is conducted, under the leadership of Bro.

Joseph J. Ellis, who has done so much to make this

particular department of church work a success.

Bro. Wolf lives in an isolated district, but ex-

pressed a willingness and hearty desire to take an
active part in a meeting of this kind, if he were so

situated that he could.

Bro. Jacob A. Bricker, of Downsville, Md., com-
menced a series of meetings Jan. 3, and continued

until Jan. 17, preaching, in all, sixteen able, in-

structive and soul-cheering sermons. Bro. Bricker

is a good, plain, practical man. He preaches the

Word as it stands in the Book.

Sunday evening, Jan. 10, brethren Samuel H. Utz
and Geo. S. Harp, of Frederick County, Md., and
also members of the Mission Board from the Pipe

Creek and Meadow Branch congregations, stopped
over on their return from Phcenix,—a mission point

on the Northern Central Railway,—where they had
been sent by the General Mission Board. We were
encouraged by their presence and by what they

had to say. Although there were no accessions to

the church, as an immediate result from the series

of meetings, we cannot help but feel greatly en-

couraged and strengthened by the earnest efforts

put forth by Bro. Bricker, while in our midst. One
dear soul, who had strayed away from the Father's

house, was again brought back to the fold since the

series of meetings closed. J. S. Law.
Baltimore, Md.,Jan. 38.

From Canton, Ohio.

Our meetings in the city, which we began Jan. 10,

closed last night. They were well attended and a

good interest manifested both by friends and mem-
bers. The sentiments of many were expressed on
the last evening, in these words; "The last

two weeks have been the pleasantest we have ever
spent in this city, because of the visitations and
ministrations of God's Holy Spirit." " The
preached Word and associations of God's people
were dear to us."

Many of the members were not acquainted with
each other until these meetings. While there were
no accessions during the meetings, some expect to

come soon. Some who had wandered away will

return in the near future.

We number about forty members in the city, and
through earnest work we believe many may be

February 6, 1897.

found who were identified with the church in form-

er years and who, for want of a home and a place

of worship, have gone with some of the popular

churches. We have learned that the doctrine of

the church, as advocated by the Brethren, when
rightly represented, is as acceptable to the people

in our cities as in the rural districts,

In our experience in city work we have learned a

few things, hence these suggestions:

1. Advertise every meeting in the daily papers,

2. You should have services at least every Sun-

day. To have meetings only every alternate week
or once in a month will not enable you to hold your
congregation.

3. Visit from house to house, especially those

that attend the meetings.

4. Distribute tracts while you visit and say a few

words in their favor. To simply throw them on the

front porch will do very little good.

5. Good singing is essential.

6. A season of prayer, especially on Sunday even-

ing, interspersed with singing, to continue for half an

hour, will be helpful to the laity and give all an op-

portunity to work. The blessed power of prayer is

shown in Acts 4: 31. The place was shaken where
God's people prayed and the Holy Ghost was be-

stowed on all. At Philippi the old prison walls were
shaken, while Paul and Silas prayed, and souls

sleeping in sin were happily converted.

We were much encouraged during the meetings
that we could call on so many of our dear brethren

and sisters who were not only willing but ready to

lead the congregation in public prayer. Our elder,

S. Sprankle, who had promised to be with us during

the meetings, could not do so because of sickness.

We hope he may be with us some future time:

John F. Kahler.
1821 East Tuscarawas St., Jan 25.

From Sharpsburg, Md.

The Brethren in this historic town secured the

M. E. church, in which began a series of meetings

Jan. 6, and continued until the 22nd. The attend-

ance and interest were good throughout. Five per-

sons decided to be baptized. We trust they may
enjoy their change of relationship, and walk in new-

ness of life.

This is an old town, containing about two thou-

sand inhabitants, with six churches. It is noted,

chiefly, for the bloody but indecisive battle, fought

in its suburbs, Sept. 17, 1862. A National Cemetery,

at the eastern end of the town, contains the mortal

remains of 4.667 Union soldiers, while at least an

equal number of the opposing army fell victims to

the cruel fate of war. A much larger number were

wounded. Some of them died and others were

maimed for life.

A drive over the well-graded and paved avenues,

constructed by the government, gives one a fairly

correct idea of the extent and inevitable results of

such a conflict of men and arms. Large shafts, nu-

merous tablets and silent artillery mark the places

of the severest engagements. Other places of his-

toric interest are " Burnside's Bridge," " Bloody
Lane," and the " Dunker church." This house was

erected in 1853. It stood within the lines of battle

and was partly demolished by the batteries of both

armies. After the battle it was. used as a hospital

for both the " Blue " and the " Gray." It is a silent

witness of human carnage. The building was re-

paired in 1864, since which time it is regu'arly used

as a house of worship by the brethren of the " Ma-

nor " congregation. It is about twelve miles from

Hagerstown, and twenty from Frederick. The old

house is about one mile from the town. An effort

will be made by the members of Sharpsburg and

vicinity to build a meetinghouse in the town, and

we hope they will be successful. It would be a

good measure, from a missionary standpoint, as a

large number of persons from various parts of this

country visit this town and learn, for the first time,

of the history, or even the name, of our Fraternity-

Visitors sometimes spend weeks and months m this

pleasant summer resort and a house of worship >°
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town would afford not only a place in which they

could meet with us in worship, but an excellent

place to distribute tracts, which would thus be car-

ried all over the United States, bearing on their

pages the doctrine of the Prince of Peace. The

great respect shown* to our services is a good evi-

dence of the light and influence which our members

exert upon their neighbors. They have an " open

door " before them. May the Lord help them use

it to his glory! S. F. Sanger.

Jan. 23.
.

The Mission Board desires to address the mem-

bers generally, and especially the elders: We fear

the mission work will suffer. Calls go unheeded.

Some one will be called to account for not doing his

duty. Who will say, "It is I?" Who is responsi-

ble,—the Mission Board or the members who com-

pose our District? We fear the mission work is

not receiving the support it should (in fact, we

know it is not), and while we feel very thankful to

the General Mission Board for their financial help,

as well as for the wise instructions received from

them, we fear that we are not receiving the sup-

port from the churches of our District that we

should.

While we do not wish to dictate to any one, and

would rather receive instructions, yet, in looking

over a life of fifty years, we are fully

that, when we give liberally, we will recei

turn, bountifully. When we remember

Savior's language, "Ask and you shall

etc., the query in our mind is, Are we seeking, ask-

ing and knocking as we ought?

We would say to our dear elders of the District,

never to fail, when in annual council, to impress

upon the members, their duty towards the support

of our different missions. Appoint solicitors who
will work and then the cause will prosper. One
cent a week, asked of each member, is a small sum,

and yet we fail, often, to receive that, while many
of us spend more than that amount for unnecessary

things.

Now that we have entered upon a new year, may
we all double our diligence, and send to the mis-

sion, not only one, but two or more cents a week,

that the work may be more prosperous in the fu-

ture, than it has been in the past! Then no one's

hands will be tied, because of a lack of means.

Philip Landis, Sec.

Osborne, Kans., Jan 27,

this gospel :m::ess:e:dtq-:e:r,.

Notes x from x our x Correspondents.

From the Berrien Mission Field, Mich.

I have just closed an interesting series of meet-

ings in the little town of Sawyer, on the border of

Lake Michigan, where none of our brethren had
ever preached.

Sister Bone,—the only member living >n that lo-

cality,—procured the use of the schoolhouse, and

invited us to preach to her people. D -iring the first

week the weather was very gloomy, yet the house
was filled. Then the Congregational society invit-

ed us over into their house of worship, where the

meetings were then continued.

Some said, "The doctrine is new," meaning they
never heard it preached, but believe it to be true.

Then we wondered how we, as a Brotherhood, shall

meet the " Go ye into all the world," on the day of

judgment, when mortals so near home tell us that
the doctrine of the Bible is new.

Elkhart County, Ind., has within its boundary
eleven organized churches, with a membership of
nearly two thousand, and a ministerial force of
above forty, while Berrien County, Mich., has
organized church, a membership of seventy-nine
two ministers. Come over and help us!

As an immediate result of the meetings there 1

two accessions and arrangements were made for
preaching at this point twice a month.

D . Eli Roose.
Buchanan, Mich., Jan, 23,

Notice to the Churches of Middle Pennsylvania.

—The District Meeting for 1897 will be held in the

Clover Creek church, Blair Co., April 14. As this

is a departure from the usual time, the churches

will please take notice and appoint their councils

accordingly.—Jos. A. Sell, Moderator.

Special Notice.—We desire to hear from each

sub-district of First District of Virginia not later

than the last of March. Report; Amounts collected,

number of accessions to the church at mission

points, time engaged in mission work, at what

points, etc. We cannot have a full report at our

coming District Meeting unless you all report to

me.—S. L. Shaver, Secretary and Treasurer First

District of Virginia, Troutville, Va., Jan. 27.

Wichita, Kans.—Jan. 9 Bro. Wm. Sell, of Fre-

donia, Karis., came to us and began preaching on

the evening of the same day. He continued each

evening until Jan. 24. He returned Jan. 27. We
were made to realize, more than ever, the force of

the language of Paul, in Heb. 4: 12. One was bap-

tized and one reclaimed. Five applicants are to be

baptized after the return of Eld. Sell. Conviction

was driven to the hearts of others.

—

N. Highbarger,

Jan. 25.

Okaw Church, 111.—Bro. Isaac Brubaker, of La-

place, 111., commenced a series of meetings at the

ichoolhouse Jan. 9 and closed Jan. 26. He
preached twenty-three interesting sermons. The

as well filled and good attention was given.

The song service was good also. Two souls,—a fa-

1 mother,—were tired of sin and were bap-

tized on the cold Sunday of Jan. 24. This was the

first meeting for Bro. Brubaker in this church.—/.

R, Henricks, Laplace, 111,, Jan. 27.

Live Oak Church, Texas.—Dec. 26, at 2 P. M.,

the members, belonging to the Brethren's colony at

this place, met in council. All matters were dis-

posed of in a spirit of love. Bro. G. H. Wilt, was

elected deacon to assist Bro. Buckley. Sister Fan-

nie Wilt (the writer) was elected correspondent.

Bro. Bowman and five others were with us. Our

members are few,—only sixteen. We have preach-

ing every fourth Sunday by Bro. Tennison, who is an

interesting speaker.

—

Fannie Wilt, Weatherford, Ttx.,

Jan. 24.

Bradford, Iowa.—Bro. J. O. Beaver, of Freder-

icksburg, began a series of meetings for us Dec. 20,

and closed Jan. 15. The meetings were well at-

tended, considering the almost impassable condi

tions of the roads, and the fact that two other re-

vival meetings were being held at the same time, in

the same locality. Bro. Beaver was compelled, on

account of sickness, to postpone the meetings a

week. The interest was good, and all were much

encouraged by Bro. Beaver's good preaching.—Ella

Ullom, Jan. 23.

Prairie Creek Church, Ind.—This church has

just closed an interesting series of meetings, con-

ducted by Eld. Joseph Spitzer, of Summitville, Ind.

He commenced on Jan. 5, and closed on the even-

ing of Jan 23, preaching twenty-eight interesting

sermons. One was baptized, and one received by

letter. During the past year three were baptized,

five received by letter, and one reclaimed. During

our meeting Sister Amy V. Ellis, of the Lancaster

churci', conducted song service.—John Minnich, Mi.

Zion, Ind.. Jan. 24.

Circleville, Kans.—The good work of the Lord

is still going on here. Eld. C. C. Root, our Dis

trict evangelist, is still preaching for us. Twelvt

have been baptized, with one applicant not yet bap

tized. Although the roads are almost impassable

the attendance has been good. Though mercury

stood at eight degrees below yesterday, the ice was

removed and four were baptized,—one, a sister,

who came to the water's edge by the aid of a crutch

and stepped in for the spiritual healing.

—

M. C.

Stephenson, Jan. 25.
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Upper Cumberland Church, Pa.— Bro. J. K.
Miller came to us Jan 13 and preached fifteen ser-

mons at the Huntsdale house. One sister was re-

claimed, five were received by baptism and we have
several more applicants for baptism. Bro. Silas

Hoover held a series of meetings at the Green
Spring meetinghouse (same congregation), which
resulted in twenty-two baptisms and several appli-

cants.—/. E. Holinger, Mooredale, Pa,, Jan. 26.

Ft. Hoover, Va.—We have juat closed a very in-

teresting series of meetings at the Mt, Zion church.

Bro. John F. Driver, of Timberville, Va., did the

preaching. He came to us Jan. 11 and remained

until Jan. 24, preaching, in all, sixteen instructive

sermons. The attendance and attention were very

good. The members were encouraged. Five pre-

cious souls were made willing to forsake sin, and
were received into the church by baptism. Others

were almost persuaded.—J. H. /Cagey, Jan, 25.

Mountville Church, Pa.—We closed our meet-

ings Jan. 26, at the East Petersburg house. These

services were conducted by Bro. Jacob K. Pfautz, of

Farmersville, Pa. He came to us Jan, 9, and
preached, in all, twenty-one soul-cheering sermons.

Four precious souls united with the children of

God. We have great reason to believe that many
)re were almost persuaded. The meetings were

11 attended. The Brethren feel greatly encour-

ed in the good work.

—

Daniel M. Stauftcr, East

Petersburg, Pa,, Jan. 26.

Lordsburg, Cal.—Eld. I. D. Parker, of Elkhart,

id., came to us, recently, and held a series of

meetings in the Lordsburg church, continuing four

weeks. His discourses were interwoven with the

experimental, practical, and doctrinal in Christian

life, containing rich food for all. The church

was much revived. Her stakes were fastened and

her chords strengthened. Eighteen were added to

the church by baptism. After resting a few days,

Bro. Parker will commence a series of meetings in

the Covina church.—/. S, Mohler.

Oakland, Iowa.—Bro. Peter Brower, of South

English, Iowa, came to us Jan. 10, and began a

series of meetings the night of the 17th at our

schoolhouse. There was good attendance and at-

tention. Jan. 22 he received a telegram that his

mother, who was sick when he left home, was

worse, and he had to leave us. He preached six

sermons while here, and endeared himself to us all.

We are living isolated from the Brethren, and his

visit to us was as an oasis in the desert. If he

could have stayed longer, I think some would have

united with the church.— Wm. A, Pope Jan. 28.

Lower Twin Church, Ohio.—We have just

a very interesting series of meetings. On th<

ing of Jan. 9 Bro. David S. Filbrum came to

preached, in all, twenty-five very instructh

mons, closing Sunday evening, Jan. 24. Th(

est and attendance were very good. Two p;

souls were added to the fold by baptism, and

will follow soon. Our home ministers,—H<

Garver and Brubaker,—were present. Ou

brother, Landon West, who attends nearly

meeting, could not, on account of infirmity,

all of these meetings. We very much appre

Bro. Filbrum's labors of love among us.-

Kinsey, Gratis, Ohio, Jan. 26.

:losed

others

>ming,

r dear

attend

ciited

-/. W.

whichOsage Church, Kans.—Our Bible No

began Jan. 13, ciosed to-day at noon. The interest

was good irom the beginning. The attendance

from adjoining churches was not as large as we

expected, but we learn it was due to the fact that

some did not feel themselves financially able. We
believe when once we attend these Bible Nor-

mals, we will be willing to sacrifice in something, so

that we may be able to enjoy them. Much credit

is due Bro. S. Z. Sharp for his untiring zeal and ef-

fort to instruct the people. Seemingly Bro. Sharp

is yet a young man, although past sixty years. The

Osage church was much built up, and the influence

of this B,ble Normal will never be fully known in

this life, Bro. Sharp goes from here to Girard,

Kans., to hold a three days' meeting in the court-

house.—Salem Beery, McCune, Kans,, Jan, 27.



94

Topeco Church, Va.-Bro. J. W. Ell-

er, of Salem, Roanoke Co.. Va ,
came to

us Jan. 3, and preached for us till Jan.

\y, delivering, in all, twenty-six soul-

cheering sermons. Ten came out on

the Lord's side, and one was reclaimed.

The members were much built up and

encouraged.

—

Harvey Weddle,Jan. 20.

Troutville, Va.-Bro. J. C. Beahm

and wife arc now members of this con-

gregation, he being in the second de-

gree of the ministry. Bro, Beahm is

principal of the Troutville school, and

also teaches our Bible class each Sun-

day night at the church. He is a most

excellent teacher.—S. L. Shaver, Jan.

'5-

Durand, WiB.—We are in the midst

of an interesting series of meetings.

Bro. C. P. Rowland arrived Jan. 13.

There is a deep interest manifested.

The church is well filled each evening.

So far, twelve have come forward, and

others are counting the cost. Meet-

ings will continue the remainder of

this week.—t. E. Joyce, Jan. 20.

Woodbury Church, Pa.—Our series

of meetings began Jan. 2 and closed

Jan. 17, with one addition to the

church by baptism. Bro. John Ben-

net, of Artemas, Pa., preached for us

until the evening of the 14th, after

which Bro. H. S. Replogle continued

the meetings. The Word was held

forth in its purity.

—

J. C. Stayer, Jan 24

Mt. Repose, Ohio. — Bro. Bowser

came to the Stone Lick church Jan. 9,

and preached, in all, eighteen interest-

ing sermons. He would have stayed

over Sundav, but was called home on

account of the sickness of his youngest

son. One dear sister (the youngest

daughter of the wiiter) made the good
confession and was baptized.—Lydia

C. Les/i Jan. 23.

Chippewa Creek, Mich.—We have

again enjoyed the blessii gs of a series

of meetings. Bro. Lair, of the Sugar
Ridpe church, came to us Dec. 26, and
continued to hold forth the words of

Eternal Truth until Jan. 6, preaching

each evening and twice each Sunday.

Although we cannot report any acces-

sions, yet we feel that much good was

accomplished.- W. F.Jehmen, Rodney.

Mich. Jan. 2$.

Elkhart, Ind.— Jan. 17 one lady

came out on the Lord's side. She is a

mute, and, with several other mute
members had the pleasure of enjoying

the sermon through the interpreter,

sister Ora Cross. Bro. J. V. Felthouse
was with us, did the preaching and at-

tended to the baptismal services. He
has been away for several weeks, and
we much enjoyed listening to his warm
and earnest sermons once more.

—

S. C.

Ktndy.Jan. 21,

Batavia, 111. — We have abruptly
closed a series of meetings that had
just reached the height of interest,

when the minister, Bro. Aaron Sollen
berger, became very ill, He began to
preach Jan. 3, and continued for two
weeks. We had a very good attend-
ance, and though there were no ad-
ditions, many were impressed and
strengthened by the power of the
Word. Our brother made many friends

among the people of this city, and
many were the regrets expressed, when
our meetings so suddenly closed.—5.
E, NetaUy,Jan. 23.
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Richland Church, Ohio. -Bro. A.

Heistand, of Wooster, Ohio, came to

us Dec. 23, and preached until Jan. 6,

The congregations were large. Near

the close of these meetings part of the

house foundation gave away, but no-

body was injured. Three souls came

out on the Lord's side and were bap-

tized. Bro. Weimer, of Wayne Coun-

ty, Ohio, intends to begin another

scries of meetings at this church, com-

mencing Feb. 6. — Chas. W. Heifer,

Plymouth, Oh'o.Jan. 24.

Price's Creek, Ohio. — Bro. B. S.

Landess came to us Dec. 22, to assist

us in some meetings. He continued

preaching for two weeks in his earnest

way. Jan. 6 he went to the Green Cem-
etery church, and preached six good
sermons. Many good impressions

were made. Bro. A. G. Crosswhite

came to us Jan. 17 and began preach-

ing at the Price's Creek church the

same evening. We are now in the

midst of some interesting meetings.

—

Jos. Longanecker Jan, 23.

Medina, Va.— I was permitted to at-

tend the regular meeting at the Wal-

nut Grove congregation Jan. 16 and

17. Eld. J G. Lewis preached two

soul-cheering sermons. The members
were greatly encouraged. The church

at this place was formerly known as

the Taylor's Valley congregation.

Since organizing they have adopted

ie name of Walnut Grove. The
embers are few in number and are in

limited circumstances. They are build-

ing a plain, neat house of worship, and

would appreciate assistance. Those
feeling disposed to aid in the woik
may address, Mrs. S. E. Lewis, Treas-

urer of the church.—/. E. Parsons, Jan.

Marsh Creek Church, Pa.-B'o. Or
ville Long, uf Abbottstown, Pa., com-
menced a series of meetings at Mt.

Zion church, south of Gettysburg. Pa.,

(recently purchased from the United^

Brethren) Jan. 9, and continued until"

the 20th. Much interest was manifest

The congregations increased from
night to night, until the spacious

house became crowded with earnest

listeners. Three were made willing to

fess Christ and were baptized.

: was reclaimed, and others have
mised soon to follow. Bro. Long,

bv his earnest, practical sermons, daily

ations and social contact with the

people, has done much to build up the

cause of Zion in this community.—J
D. W, Deardo*fi, Gettysburg, Pa.Jon. 22.

Salem Church, Ohio.—Our series of

meetings, conducted by Bro. Samuel
Horning, closed last night with good
interest. He preached for us over two
weeks every night, and also held some
day meetings. There were two acces-

sions by baptism, and a number more
were almost ready to come. Our
meeting at Georgetown will likely be
held in February. As stated in a for-

mer notice, we look for Bro. Isaiah

Rairigh, of Michigan, to do the preach-

ing, and hope he will be able to come.
We are also having good meetings at

Union, in the " Sheets Hall." There is

a strong desire for a series of meetings
at that place, and also for the building

of a church, which, we think, is much
needed there. The citizens of the
town and vicinity offer to assist in the
building of it.—Jesse K. Brumbaugh,
Union, Ohio, fan, 20,

Minister Wanted.—As we are very

much in need of a minister, why would

it not be a good plan for some of our

Eastern churches to do as a certain

church did in Kansas, where they had

three ministers? The church held a

meeting and decided to let one of

these ministers go to a new field. Are
there not other able churches that

might do likewise? Any one wishing

to know something about our country,

will please address the writer.—.r?. A.

Patterson, Pueblo, Colo.

Sharpsburg, Md.—On the evening

of Jan. 6 the members here met in the

Methodist church. Bro. Wm. Wyne,
of Winchester, Va., happened to arrive

in time to fill the appointment that

had been made. Bro. S. F. Sanger, of

Calverton, Va., failed to reach us at

the time expected, but Thursday even-

ng he commenced his meetings, giv-

ng us, in all, eighteen soul-cheering

Many hearts were touched.

: members were much edified, and
ikened to a fuller sense of their

duty. Six were made to feel the need

of following Jesus and were baptized.—

Samuel H. Neikitkjan. 25.

Greene, Iowa.—The Greene church

et in quarterly council Jan. 7. Much
jsiness came before the meeting.

which passed off very pleasantly. On
ng of Jan. 7 Bro. D. B. Eby

series of meetings, which

continued until the 24th. On Friday

;ening he conducted a children's

eeting. Owing to the inclemency of

the weather, the meetings were not so

largely attended. We had a half-hour

song service before each meeting,

which prepared our hearts and minds

he Word. Although there

essions, we feel that much
good was done in building up the

hurch.

—

A, Gertrude Eikenberry, Jan
*5-

-MATRIMONIAL-

tom PSON-BUCK.-At the home of the

bride's father, Bro Abram Buck, of the Pleas-

nt Prairie church, near Ireton, Iowa, Dec. 30,

896, by the undersigned, Mr. John Tompson
and Miss Ellen Buck, both of the above-

named place. D. A. Miller.

HECKMAN—GARST.—At the home of the

bride's parents, Bro. Geo. Garst, near Appa-
;, Kans., Dec. 24, 1896, by the under-

signed, Bro. David Heckman and Sister Mag-
M. Garst. S.J. Miller.

FALLEN * ASLEEP

FOUTS.— In the Mexico church, Ind., Dec.

26, 1896, of a complication of diseases, wife of

John Fouts, aged 40 years and 6 months.

was born June 26, 1856, and was married
Sept. 24, 1874. She called for the elders and
as anointed. She also enjoyed a Communion
rvice. Bertha G. Fouts.

GOOD.—In the Middle River church, Va.,

.n. 17, 1807, Sister Sally Good, aged about 57
years. She lived a consistent member in the

Brethren church for a number of years. Fu-
services by elders J. M. dine and Levi

Garber, from Luke 12: 40. J. F. Miller.

MIDDAUGH.—In the Bunker Hill church,

Holmes Co., Ohio, Jan. 15, 1897, of lung and
brain fever, Charles William Chester, little

son of Jesse and sister Elisabeth Middaugb,
aged 1 year, 4 months and 7 days. Funeral

services by brethren Josiah Hochstetler and
John Yoder, from the words, "Suffer little chil-

dren to come unto me and forbid them not."

Sarah M

February 6, 1897,

ULREY.— In the bounds of the Cedar Coun-

ty church, Iowa, at Mu«catine, Oct. 30, 1896,

of diphtheria, Harry Floyd, son of 'Joseph
J.

and Anna M. Ulrey, aged 7 years, 10 months
and 28 days. Services by the writer.

J. E. Keller.

BARR.—In the Sa'ndy church, at Science

Hill, Stark Co., Ohio, Jan. 6, 1897, Sister Marv
Jane Barr, aged 73 years and 9 days. She was
born in Huntingdon County, Pa. Funeral
services by the writer, from the words: "Set
thine house in order." J. J. Hoover.

MULL.— In the Conestoga church, Lancas-

ter Co,, Pa., Jan. 14, 1897, Bro. Emmanuel Mull,

aged 45 years, 11 months and 8 days. Bro.

Mull was an extreme sufferer, having had five

attacks of paralysis in the last few years.

Services by John Landis, of the Mennonite

church, and the writer. I. W. Taylor.

KENDALL.— In the Santa Fe congregation,

Miami Co., Ind., Dec. 16, 1896, little Teddy,
son of Bro. Joseph and Sister Annie Kendall,

aged 1 year, 4 months and 16 days. Funeral

scourse by the writer. W. S. Toney.

GOUDY.—In the Mississinewa church, Del-

rare Co., Ind., Jan. 18, 1897, Bro. Edward
Clifton, son of Bro. John C. and Sister Nancy
Goudy (deceased), aged 14 years, 8 months

id 8 days. He dird of typhoid fever. Last

October his mother and sister preceded him to

the spirit land. He united with the church

last winter, during a series of meetings, con-

ducted by Bro. Dorsey Hodgden. Funeral

rvices by the writer.

Geo. L. Studebaker.

MILLER.— In the Ludlow church, Darke
Co., Ohio, Jan. 13, 1897, Eva, daughter of

Brother Levi and Sister Susan Miller, aged
about 12 years. Funeral by Eld. Tobias

Kreider, assisted by Bro. John H. Christian.

Interment in the Harris Creek cemetery, one
mile north of Bradford, Ohio. Eva was a

kind, obedient and pious tittle girl, and a very

active worker in Sunday school.

Levi Minnich,

ZIEGLER.—In the Mingo church, Mont-
gomery Co., Pa., of pneumonia, Amos Ziegler,

of D. P. Ziegler, aged 27 years, 4 months
and 24 days. Deceased was born in the Little

watara congregation, Berks Co., and interred

Levi Ziegler

MUMMERT.—In the Scott Valley church,

Kans., Jan. 15, 1897, of la grippe, Bro. Zacha-

riah B. Mummert. He was born Jan. 22, 1826,

n York County, Pa. In 1848 he was united in

narriage to Sophia C. Bayliss, who still snr-

/ives him. In 1861 be united with the church,

ind soon after was chosen to the deaconship,

which office he faithfully filled until death,

"uneral services of both father and son Jan.

7, by Eld. John Sherfy and Bro. H. C. Smith,

rom the words, "If a man die, shall he live

again?" Job 14: 14, Maggie Myers.

FRANCE.—Near Chivington, Colo., Dec. 1,

96, of a combination of diseases, Emma
Elizabeth, only daughter of D. W. and sister

ce, aged 1 year and 20 days. She was a

ot little sufferer. Funeral services were
conducted by Mr. Merrill.

Lizzie Shoemaker,

FINKENBINDER. — In the Prairie View
urch, Scott Co., Kans., Dec. 27, 1896, of per-

mits, Sister Salome {nee Kinzie), wife of Bro.

Albert Finkenbinder, aged 26 years, 3 months
and 18 days. She united with the Brethren

church at the age of fourteen, and remained

faithful unto the end At her request she was

lointed. Funeral services by brethren Ho-

er Ullom and G. W. Armentrout from

Thess. 4: 14. Ida M. Hudson.

HOFFMAN. — Four miles east of Argos,

Marshall Co., Ind, Jan, 18, 1897, Aaron Hoff-

aged 67 years and 18 days. Deceased
born in Cambria County, Pa., Dec. 30,

He moved to Elkhart County,, Ind., in

and to Marshall County in 1857. He
lived on the same farm for nearly forty years,

minutes before he died be remarked to

his youngest daughter that he felt as well as

ion, He was silting in his chair, reading

the Gospel Messenger, when suddenly, at

about 4:30 P. M., he dropped his paper,

groaned, and was dead. He was the first

member of the Brethren church, to locate in

what is known as the Walnut church. Funeral

services by Bro. Geo. Swihart, assisted by

Henry Dcardorff, from Rev. 14: 12, 13,

J. P, Hoffman,
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MUMMERT.—In the Scott Valley church,

Kans., Jan. 9, 1897. of la grippe, Bro. Millard

F., son of Zacbariah B. and Sophia C. Mum-

mert. He was born June 13, 1850, and united

with the church in 1871. Maggie Myers.

MITTAN.—In the South Beatrice church,

Nebr., Nov. 22, 1896, of scarlet rash, Minnie,

daughter of brother Jacob and Sister Maria

Mittan, aged 2 years, 6 months and 14 days.

Funeral services by Eld. Owen Peters.

Lvdia Dell.

THOMAS.—At Findlcy, Ohio, Jan. 9, 1897,

sister Barbara Thomas, aged 81 years. Funer-

al services at Ashland, Ohio, Jan. 12, by the

writer. Burial at the Dickey cemetery.

W. F. England.

WORKMAN.—In the Danville congrega-

tion, Ohio, Jan. 13, 1897, Sister Nancy Work-

man, aged 69 years, 8 months and 23 days.

Funeral services by the Brethren from 2 Cor.

5: I. She was the mother of three children, all

of whom and the father (Cuthbert Workman)

preceded her to the spirit world. Deceased

was a member of the church of the Brethren

for about 42 years, C. J. Workman.

BALTOSSER.— In the Perry congregation

Perry Co., Pa., Jan. 3, 1897, Elizabeth Bal-

tosser, aged 73 years and 26 days. Sister Bal'

tosser was an exemplary member of the Breth.

ren church for a number of years. Some time

before she died she called for the elders and

was anointed. Funeral services in the Luther-

an church, in Blain, conducted by the writ-

from Rev 2: 10, latter part. E. D. Book,

MILLER.—In the Middle Creek congrega-

tion, Somerset Co., Pa., Jan, 5, 1897, Jonathan

L. Miller, aged 75 years, 7 months and 17 days,

He was a consistent member of the Brethren

church for about forty years. He was the fa-

ther of eight children,— two sons and six

daughters. Three daughters preceded him to

the spirit world. Funeral services by the

writer, assisted by Bro. Robert Hull.

Valentine Blough.

REIFF. — In the South Beatrice church,

Cage Co., Nebr., Jan, 16, 1897, of abscess of the

lungs. Sister Emma Susan Reiff {nee Gish),

aged 31 'years, 11 months and 23 days. She

leaves a kind husband and five little children,

also an aged father and mother. She came tc

the cburch when but thirteen years of age, and

lived a Christian life. Funeral services by

Eld. Owen Peters from Rev. 7: 13-17.

Lydia Dell.

SMITH.—At Harris, Kans., of la grippe,

Jan. 22, 1897, Sister Ella J., wife of Bro. W. A,

Smith, aged 41 years, 8 months and 23 days,

She united with the Brethren about seve

years ago, and endeavored to live the life of

Christian until her death. She leaves a soi

rowing husband, Ave sons and one daughtei

Funeral services conducted by Bro. Heck, of

the Old Order Brethren church.
' Maggie Myers.

EASH.—Near Shipshewana, Lagrange Co,

Ind., Jan. 19, 1897, of brain fever, Guy, son o

friend Thomas Eash and wife, aged 1 year, 1

months and 2 days. Funeral services at tb<

Brethren church, conducted by Mr. Preston, of

the Congregational church.

Ellen Kauffm

* • ADVERTISEMENTS •
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Passed facilities in procuring for our readers
any book published, at especially low prices
In ordering books always give title of book,
author and publisher.

Windsor
European Hotel,

TRIBUNE BLOCK,
<5 '0 153 Dearborn St. S. Gregstek, Piop

CHICAGO, ILL.
This hotel t, centrally located, and the moat retpect

a le Home ot It, claaa in the City. The charge, art™ """ "*"" 1" Pi" horn K "Ota to ,,.» par day

cl...p. '

Th°mp,on '

1 Re«tanrajit nndemaath. Fint

Cincinnati Flyer.

Monon Route and C. H. & D.

1 Flyer " Is equipped 1

Farm and Mill for Sale.

Baltimore City Church.

Our Publications.

Children at Work.—Weekly; well-illnitra-

d; contains the Sunday school lesson, witt

.planatioQ, etc., adapted to the understanding

:
small children. No better publication cad

be found for the little boyi and girls of oui

Sunday schools.

coplci

The Oospel Messenger.— A large, religious

weekly,—published in the interest of the Breth-

ren or German Baptist church and their only

recognized cburch organ. Price, $1.50 per

The Young Disciple—An illustrated week-
ly for the young. This is one of the mos
teresting Sunday school papers published, and
should be used in all the schools within reach

of our people.

coplei

Life and Sermons of Eld. James Qulnter.

"A noble life is a poem of the Infinite,"

says a noted author. It is true and we are glad

that our Brotherhood has men who, in the

darkness all around, have shone out as bright

stars on the firmament of truth. This is

brought fresh to our minds in glancing through

the pages of " Life and Sermons of Eld. James

Quinter." No one can read an account of Bro.

Quinter's life without feeling deeply and favor-

ably impressed. Price, post-paid, $1.25. To
ministers, $1.00. Special terms to agents,

Address this office.

Brethren's Sunday School Song Book.

'repared by a Comi

n. Shaped noted

T77"e Tan. Hid.es.

Jiri< plulri >ui>! -'lip In !-!> [ iM fr.k'ir

i

i

I ghoemakerXPOULTRY

Brethren'* Family Almanac—Every fam-

ily should have this Almanac; complete in ev-

ery way. Price, per copy, 10 cents; special

terms to energetic agents,

Brethren's Quarterly.—Prepared for all ad<

vanced classes. It contains the lesson text

and a complete explanation of the lessoc

throughout. In preparing this quarterly wt

keep constantly in view the needs of the

Brotherhood, and aim to folly adapt it to theii

Single,

-sHo

Juvenile Quarterly.—Prepared especially

for the intermediate classes. This is one of the

neatest, and best illustrated quarterlies pub'

lished, The pictures are selected with great

care, and every lesson is illustrated, The little

folks are delighted with It,

Sluale inbicrlprloD, par y»r

u copies ind over *a c

Sunday School Supplies.—We keep any

thing that is used in Sunday school work,

Write as for prices on goods not adver-

tised here.

,
plotorlal <

Sunday School Reward Cards.—Oar stock

of cards is large and presents a v.

in styles and prices so as to pleat

Please send as a trial order and b<

ie, me 8K16M,

.

), slieflxSH, . . .

LiiieSzoX,.
eSi^xWi,.

d Landscape, sue <%xi%, . . .

nery, riwty&V*,

Sorlpture 'J

Other Helps.—We are prepared to funis*

Bible Dictionaries, Commentaries, Maps, anr

Bibles of every description, Always write mi

before ordering elsewhere.

When orderlnf cards be lire to five nam
ber and price as well as the nmc, so the

there may be ao mistake,

1897
Brethren's Family Almanac

Our Almanac for 1897 has been greatly en-

larged and well deserves a place In every fam-
ily. Send ten cent* for a copy, or, better

yet, send $1.60 for the Gospel Mbsskn-
from now to the end of 1897, and receive

the Almanac

FREE.
HTWc also offer liberal inducements to

gents who are prepared to push the sale of

the Almanac. Write asl

James T. Quinlan,

Shi/ping and Commission Merchant

305 S. Charles St., Baltimore, Md.

tfir, Khkb, Poultry, Gntna am. Fraltn.HpeoltU-

Teeter's Commentary.

You shou.d, by all means, have the

New Testament Commentary, because,

1. It Is non-sectarian.

3. It is brief and to the point.

3. No effort is made to evade the sense of a

single text, however unpopular.

4. It if Impartial in Its explanation of all

texts, whether doctrinal, practical, or historical.

5. It does not burden the reader with lengthy

speculative theories.

6. More actual knowledge may be gained In

a given time of its study, than of others, be-

cause of its close adherence to the text.

7. Its arrangement Is simple, and easily

comprehended, by even the ordinarily educat-

ed.

8. Its style of language Is especially adapt-

ed to the common reader.

q. Seven helps are usually found on each

page to get .it the truth, viz.,

(1) The Authorized (or common) Version of

the New Testament

(2) The Revised Version of the New Testa-

(3) The usual marginal references of the Au-

thorized Version following each verse.

(4) The best marginal readings of the Au>

thorized Version.

(5) The marginal readings of the Revised

Version.

\fS) The explanatory notes on the text

(7) The references in the notes, [a) to othei

ootes, directly on the subject or in comparison

with it; (*) to other texts, directly on the sub-

Vlth i

10. It Is a safe hook to have in a family ot

children, because <i) it will lead them into the

truth, and (2) keep them out of religious error.

11. The small price asked for it is as nothing

compared with the great good that may be had

from a diligent study of it by all classes of per-

sons. (1) It will impress the unconverted to

heed the bidding of Christ, "Come unto me,"

etc. (2) It will equip the Christian to "give a

reason of the hope that is in " him. (3) It will

aid the Sunday school worker in the study of

his New Testament lesson. (4) It will furnish

the minister with many subjects among the

ootes, sufficiently expanded for the ground-

work of sermons, directly In line with the sense

of the place and text.

The work Is in two large volumes, The

print fs excellent and the binding the very

best.

Bound in cloth, per set, - - $4 00

Bound In half leather, • • - -450
Bound in morocco, ... - 5 00

On receipt of price the two volumes will be

sent prepaid to any part of the United States,

Good terms to agents desiring to caOTass for

the work. Address:

BillSUM'S PUBLISHING CO.,

Mt, Morris, HI,
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DISTRICT riEETINGS.

LOVE FEASTS.

North Dakota!
SPECIAL INDUCEMENTS FOR

HOME -SEEKERS!

Free Lands, which Produce all the

Staple Crops. No Uncer-

tainty in Title !

HREE AS MR. Government Land is

NO STONES AND STUMPS. Prairie b"-l

is always ready for the plow. A crop can

tic niiscd mi the sc-d plowing. No Fertiliser

is needed.

THE CLIMATE.—The climate in North Da-

kota gives vigor and health t<> man and art-

imal life. I In winter has no chilling, shiv-

ering cold, itml the summer no oppressive.

• i,.-.,i

THE WATER.-flom] water is to he had in

wells from fifteen to thirty feet deep.

STOCK RAISINO AND DAIRYING. - No
better grilsses in the world; few animal dis-

eases; no sloppy, muddy ground fnr ani-

mals to -i in.
I in. All conditions favor dai-

rying. Nu iiitiln nil Inittci cdlnr needed.

MARKET TOWNS. -Along the CJrent Noittt-

ern Railway will be found towns, with good

stores and other facilities.

SCHOOLS AND CHURCHES.-No one need
fear a lack ot schools and churches in

North Dakota.

WHAT YOU SHOULD DO.-If you are an
eastern renter, or have a farm too small

to make a good living for yourself and give

your children a start, go to North Dakota
and locate in the Red River Valley, Dev-
il's Lake District, or Turtle Mountain

OOOD PROOF. In rthri

Led.

eral hundred ol them have already gone to

that Stnlc to live may be taken as proof

positive, not only of the fertility of the soil,

but of the salubrity of the climate, sufficien-

cy of the rainfall, and the fair conditions in

other respects.

IF YOU WANT printed matter about North
Dakota, containing testimonials of peo-
ple who live there and speak from expe-

Catarrh Inhaler FREE

!

MOWS r^XltoXS.^ZZZl

THE -<^;
;

""--™»r

TIME! EESjt"-™
Catarrh, Asthma, Headache, Bronchitis

Partial Deafness, Roaring In the
Head, Colds In the Head

and Tuberculosis,

THE GOSPEL l^IESSESTG-IEIfc^,

FARMING

LANDS

Prairie Lands ".ErsEr
KT.-i'll.-nt f., r-.rhmiii- 4 f, ,r I uLUXIIvS or INDI

Vim U S,—"OH HIE SOO LINE."

Lund.-; will tifrir ho c/icnpcr than
now!!

Mimy
(

Lfui.l.i _lnr :»,li> i;ii Mio CBOP PAYMENT

FREE HOMESTEADS

Hutlim-nu Counti.-.s. <),, Not: 1st, IS
more tliun luu homesteads hud bt
taken uearKenmarc and Bon-bolls.

LIGNITE COAL mined "Or. the Soo Llr

BRETHREN
B

^gluAnci^On the

OUR ILLUSTRATED LAND PRIMERS
";;h,

2
^•il^:::',^^:h,^:;:;'!;!;;N:v^l!l::;;;^;-::^

HALF FARES!

Addr ,T I. IIURD. 1

The EUREKA Fence Posts.

The Doctrine of the Brethren Defended.

We are admonished by the apostle to give a

eason to every man of the hope that is in us.

Dften we are interrogated upon points of

church doctrine on which we cannot give the

desired information, and would be glad to

know just where to get it. "The Doctrine of

the Brethren Defended" contains a complete
exposition of the Faith and Practice of the

Brethren, the Divinity of the Holy Spirit, Im-
mersion, Feet-washing, the Lord's Supper, the
Holy Kiss, Non-conformity, Secret Societies,

etc. Price, per copy, cloth binding, $1.25; to

ministers, $1.00. Address this office for further
particulars concerning terms to agents,

You Can Do So
In Foster, Wells or Eddy Counties, North Dakota

You Can Buy a Farm

The Land Department

Northern Pacific Railway Co.

On Ten Years' Time, one-tenth Cash down,
Balance In ten equal Annual Pay-

ments, 6 per cent Interest.

February 6. 1897,

New Brethren Colony,

MOUNT MORRIS,
Morrison County, Minnesota.

No Free Lands but the Best Lands in

Minnesota at Lou- Prices and
on Easy Term*.'

inter, I'ontnhilDg no

iceillty unsurpassed n

C. W. MOTT,

Victor Headache Specific

—CURES-
HEADACHES,

HEADACHES,
HEADACHES

!

It Is No Experiment!

It Is No Narcotic!

It Does Not Stupety!

It Does Kill Pain!

fiekfiye by mull for ilvu coins, from now m

10 assa

Horns Off!

B. L. CARTER, Girard, 111.,
"a

Dry Goods, Shoes, Etc.

Teeter's Commentary

The prices on this popular and 1

liable Commentary have now been 1

uced to the following:

Cloth Binding, two volumes, - 84-00

Half Leather, two volumes, - - 4.50

Half Morocco, two volumes, - -5.0c

Stmt for Special Pricts to Agents.

TTS2X?.

high prltius nitd not buyliig

night tor anybody. Only i

and only

, ClliCAgO, 11

Stock Sale

Persons interested in fine stock should write

for catalogue of sale to be held in Shannon,

111., Feb. 18, 1807. Address:

Patents

^SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN,

MUNN & CO.,

ALL ABOUT NEBRASKA.

An illustrated pamphlet has recently been

published by the Chicago, Burlington & Quin-

cy R. R,., giving complete information about

the farm lands of Nebraska. Copies may be

had, without charge, upon application to P. S.

Eustis, General Passenger Agent, Chicago,

3t8
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Nothing to Mission Work. By Chas. M Vearout. . . .
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-EDITORIAL * MISCELLANY-

The Revised Version of the Bible was com-

pleted in 1885, by two committees, one in England

and the other in America. Dr. Philip Schaff was

president of the American Committee. The two

committees did not, however, always agree on the

renderings, but the American yielded to the Eng-

lish with the understanding that they be permitted

to publish their revision in the year 1900. Within

four years we may expect the American Revision.

It will be received with no small degree of interest.

It is suggested that an edition be brought out

with the common verse division. It is believed

that the paragraph division of the Revised Ver-

sion has done much to render the work unpopular.

The verse division is very faulty, and yet it lerves

a most excellent purpose. Most Bible readers

seem to like it. For our part we would be pleased

to see the American Revision printed in this style.

Why should people trouble themselves so much
about the whale that swallowed Jonah. The
whale did its duty, and did it well, and that is a

great deal more than can be said of most people,

especially those that are worried about the size

of the whale's throat. It swallowed Jonah, kept
him in good condition for three days and three

nights, and then landed him safe and sound on
dry land. What if the sea monster did have a
small throat, and it was a tight squeeze to get the
man down! What if it did give pain to the whale
and caused Jonah to feel that his bones were al-

most crushed! We presume animals have had
their throats strained a good deal more at times,
and lived through it, and no one thought to make
a great ado about it. Men have been pressed

1 as Jonah was and yet lived and

prospered. Then, what if Jonah did not have any

air to breathe, and nothing to eat for three days!

For aught we know, the Lord may have put him
in a condition not requiring him to breathe for

three days. Living beings have been in that con-

dition, and why not Jonah? But the Book ex-

plains the circumstances in full. It says, "The
Lord had prepared a great fish to swallow up

Jonah." (Jonah 2; 17). From this we understand

that the Lord made a fish on purpose for the

occasion. That is, it was made to order, capable

of swallowing the man and taking care of him for

the time required. Now, if any one thinks the

Lord did not hive the power to make that kind of

a fish he is the man we would like to hear from.

The Mohammedan influence is spreading rapid-

ly in Africa, far more than is generally known.

It is maintained that this is largely due to the

influence of the great Azhar or Mohammedan Uni-

versity in Cairo, Egypt. There are said to be in

attendance on this institution from 10,000 to 12,000

students from the north and central districts of

Africa, and all who leave it, go as missionaries.

There are 321 professors or sheiks, and the Koran

is the only text book. There are still in Africa

over 4,000,000 square miles of territory which have

not been even trodden by a missionary, so that

much remains to be done in the Dark Continent.

There is now a line of mission stations clear

across from east to west, but these are but the

beginning of the enterprise. This means a great

conflict between the Christian and Mohammedan
forces, and the outcome will be watched With

interest.

It may be a matter of some interest to the

readers of the Messenger to know how the Presi-

dents of the United States have stood religiously.

Mr. McKinley is said to be a very earnest Metho-

dist. Johnson is said to have been no member of

any church, though he regularly attended Metho-

dist services with his wife. It is stated that " with

the exception of Jefferson, who was a free-thinker,

though not anti-religious, all were Christians and

Protestants. Nine were Episcopalians: Washington,

Madison, Monroe, W. H. Harrison, Tyler, Taylor,

Filmore, Pierce, and Arthur. The Methodists

and Presbyterians each have five: Lincoln, Johnson,

Grant, Hayes and McKinley; and Jackson, Polk,

Buchanan, B. Harrison and Cleveland. Both the

Adamses were Congregationalists, while Garfield

was a Disciple of Christ, and Van Buren a member

of the Dutch Reformed Church. These facts

were taken from the World Almanac for 1897; but

a recent communication in the Presbyterian Messen-

ger claims for the Unitarians John Adams, J. Q.

Adams, Filmore and Jefferson; and we find that Lin-

coln himself, when at Washington, was accustomed

to attend the Presbyterian church. If he was a

Presbyterian, then, of course, there are only four

Methodists to six Presbyterians."

just

Some remarkable ruins have just been unearthed

in Honduras, Central America. The ruins belong

to the ancient City of Copan, in the northern part of

Honduras, and are found in a fertile valley, shut in

by the high forest-covered mountains. When first

discovered, they were covered by the accumulated

mould of centuries, in an almost impenetrable for-

est of ceiba and cedar trees. It required the labor

of four seasons to remove the forest and accumula-

tion of earth. The main structure discovered and

uncovered, once occupied no less than seven acres

of ground. Here stood great temples, made of

well-hewn and square stone, portions of which were

elaborately sculptured, and originally^ painted in

brilliant colors. There is a stairway of well-pre-

served stone steps, 250 feet wide, and leading to

the top of a pyramid, 100 feet high, on the summit
of which are found the remains of a temple 100 feet

long. Adjoining the mound upon which this tem-

ple stands is another pyramid with three sides slop-

ing to the level of the plane upon which the main

structure is built. Upon the western side of this

pyramid is the hieroglyphic stairway, one of the

grandest pieces of architecture of ancient America.

This stairway is about 40 feet in width, and it leads

to the temple upon the pyramid, a distance of more

than 100 feet. At the foot of the stairway, and oc-

cupying a central position, is an elaborately-carved

pedestal. The face of each step ot the stairway is

covered with finely-sculptured glyphs, composed of

grotesque faces, masks, scrolls, and numerals, rec-

ords of the ancient builders. Scattered throughout

the debris are fragments of life-sized human figures,

carved in full relief, which once formed portions of

the structure. Beneath the ruins were found the

crumbling remains of the priests, who, centuries

ago, served in these wonderful temples, Their his-

tory, as well as the history of their country, is

probably contained in the writings found upon the

stones, but being in an unknown language, no per-

son in the world seems, at this time, able to read

the records. When the time comes for deciphering

these inscriptions, we shall then be able to know
much concerning a mysterious race of people, well

advanced in the sciences and arts long before Amer-

ica was discovered. It is thought that these ruins

antedate most of those of Yucatan, and are also

more magnificent. As we reflect upon these dis-

coveries, and others that are being made, we won-

der from whence came the race of intelligent peo-

ple, who erected these grand structures that still

defy the ravages of time. They tell the story of an

unknown people.

The little island of Crete, on which there were a

number of churches in the time of the apostles, and

the place where Titus was instructed to ordain eld-

ers in every city, is now in a state of intense

excitement. Most of the town of Khania has

been burned in consequence of a conflict between

the Mussulmen and those holding the Christian

faith, Fifteen hundred Christians have sought

protection on the English vessels, while two hun-

dred French subjects went aboard a French cruiser.

A number have been taken off the island by the

Greek vessels. All kinds of rumors seem to be

afloat. It is said that a Greek flag has been hoist-

ed on the island, and that steps have already been

taken to annex the island to Greece. For a long

while there has been a bad feeling between Turkey

and Greece, and it is feared that this unfortunate

state of affairs may lead to war between Turkey

and Greece. It would be well if Crete should pass

from under the authority of the former, and be-

come annexed to the latter, for Greece is not only

aggressive, but is very friendly to the Christian re-

ligion, and would encourage almost any amount of

educational and missionary work among the peo-

ple. The island is a little over two hundred miles

southwest of Smyrna, and we cannot help feeling

interested in its future, for this, as well as other

reasons. In the time of Paul the inhabitants were

noted for lying (Titus 1: 12), and while they have

never overcome the evil habit, still they would re-

spond encouragingly to proper teachings, and hun-

dreds of them might be led to accept Christ and

the full Gospel.
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THE QUESTS OF QOD.

From the dust of the weary highway

From the smart of sorrow's rod,

Into the royal presence

They are bidden as guests of God.

The veil from their eyes is taken,

Sweet mysteries they are shown;

Their doubts and fears are over,

For they know as they are known.

For them there should be rejoicing

And festival array.

As for the bride in her beauty,

Whom love hath taken away;

Sweet hours of peaceful waiting,

Till the path that we have trod

Shall end at the Father's gateway,

And we are the guests of God.

_
—Ma*y yr, Butts.

SACRIFICES.

Religion is a system of faith and worship insti-

tuted by God himself Without sacrifice there nev-

er was, yea, more, there never ran be true religion.

Both the antediluvian, and postdiluvian worlds began

with sacrifices. This brings us to consider,—

I. The Okigin op Sacrifices. This has been a

long-disputed question. If sacrifice is a part of the

system of faith and worship instituted by God, then

it follows that God instituted it. When and how?
In Heb. n: 4, we read, " By faith Abel offered un-

to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by
which he obtained witness that he was right*

God testifying of his gifts." Faith is a gift of God.
It comes in this wise: " Faith cometh by hearing,

and hearing by the word of God." Rom. ic

This makes it plain that God had given his

mand about sacrifice. There is a saying very prev>

alent, that reads as follows: "If everything were
revealed, there would be no room for faith." The
saying is not true. If nothing were revealed there

would be no room for faith, is in line with Rom. 10:

17, as quoted above. Heb. n: 4 makes it plain

that God gave his command about sacrifice. He
taught Adam and Eve in some way. How, or in

what words, we may not know as fully as they did.

In Gen. 3: 21, we read, " Unto Adam, also, and to

his wife, did the Lord God make coats of skins, and
clothed them." We quote A. Clarke's comments
on this verse: " It is very likely that the skins,

out of which their clothing was made, were taken
off animals, whose blood had been poured out as a

sin-off ring to God: for, as we find Cain and Abel of-

fering sacrifices to God, we may fairly presume,
that God had given them instructions on this head;
nor is it likely, that the notion of a sacrifice could
have occurred to the mind of man, without an ex-
press revelation from God. Hence we may safely

infer,

" 1. That as Adam and Eve needed this clothing
as soon as they fell, and death had not as yet made
any ravages in the animal world, it is most like-

ly that the skins were taken off victims offered un-
der the direction of God himself, and in faith of
Him, who, in the fullness of time, was to make an
atonement by his death.

" 2. It seems reasonable, also, that this matter
should be brought about in such a way, that Satan
and death should have no triumph, when the very
first death that took place in the world, was an em-
blem and type of that death which should conquer
Satan, destroy his empire, reconcile God to man,
convert man to God, sanctify human nature, and
prepare it for heaven." Can we, for a moment, be-
lieve that such a good, just, and wise God would
sacrifice an innocent animal, take its skin and pre-
pare clothing for fallen man, without teaching
him the great doctrine of the atonement? The
term " by faith " will not permit of such a thought.

We will, in the second place, notice the different
kinds of sacrifices, and the order of their observ-
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many they may be, they may all

be included under three heads. The different

heads and their order are as follows:

(1) Propitiary sacrifice, or sin-offering.

(2) Self-dedicatory sacrifice, or whole burnt-of-

(3) Thanksgiving sacrifice, or meat-offering; the

thank-offering of the first fruits, etc.

This is the Bible order of all sacrifices. This or-

der was observed by the faithful in the antediluvian

world, as well as the post-diluvian. This same or-

der must be observed by all the faithful to-day.

Cain and Abel are two representative characters.

Cain has many followers. Abel has not a few faith-

ful followers. Let us notice their characteristics:

" Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offer-

ing unto the Lord." Gen. 4: 3. As a meat offer-

ing, it certainly was a thank-offering,—a thanksgiv-

ing sacrifice. He thereby acknowledged God as

the giver of those fruits, and gratefully sacrificed to

him of the first fruits of the ground, but God had
no respect to his offering. He omitted the propi-

tiatory sacrifice. He did not offer 3 sin-offering.

Hence he failed to acknowledge his sins and show
his faith in the atonement by Christ. He also failed

to offer the whole burnt offering. He did not fully

consecrate himself and his all to God. Had he of-

fered the two first gifts, his gift would have been
accepted. Of Abel Paul says, " he obtained wit-

ness that he was righteous, God testifying of his

gifts." Cain had only one gift. Hence God told

m, " If thou doest well, shalt thou not be ac-

pted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at

the door." In 2 Cor. 5: 21, we read, "He hath
made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin." This
urely means a sin-offering, therefore we have the

language, " Sin lieth at the door." A sin-offering

lieth at the door of thy fold. Go and offer it as an
atonement for thy sins, and thereby show your faith

the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the

world. The very fact that Cain refused to do so

proves that he also failed to bring a gift for a whole
burnt offering. He did not consecrate himself to

God's service. Abel consecrated himself wholly to

God. " God testified to his gifts." He brought

an one gift. The word "also" certainly

agrees with this thought, " And Abel, he also

brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat

thereof." Like Cain, he brought a thanksgiving

"ering. But he did more. He "also" brought a

-offering. To acknowledge God as the author of

all good is our duty. To thank him for all good
is the duty of all. But this will not atone for sin.

In Luke 18: 9-14, Christ gives us the wonderful

and forcible parable of the self-righteous Pharisee,

and of the poor publican. How very similar their

characters to those of Cain and Abel! The self-

righteous Pharisee,—like Cain,—brought his thanks-

giving offering. But was it accepted? No more
than Cain's was. The Pharisee and Cain both pro-

fessed to believe in God, the Creator of all good,
but both failed to acknowledge themselves as sin-

:rs, and thereby to exercise a living faith in Christ,

their Redeemer.

We have said that Cain's followers are many.
ow very hard it is for us to confess our faults, or

is! Yet we all know that without confession

there is no remission. " If we confess our sins, he
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to

cleanse us from all unrighteousness." 1 John 1: 9.

" If we confess." Cain would not confess. Saul

would not confess. The Pharisee would not con-

fess. All were rejected by God. Cain was a pro-

fessor. Saul was an Israelite. The Pharisee was a

professor of the highest type.

rr is human," but how loth are we to bring

ffering when we sacrifice to Godl And yet
the great sin-offering lies at the door of Christ's

fold. We say, at the door; for if we present this vi-

propitious, and sin-atoning sacrifice, the

door will ever be opened to free and full forgive-

ctification, and joy. God will then be
pleased with all our sacrifices. So the Bible every-

where teaches,

HartvilU, Ohio,

February 13, 1897,

'THE MINISTRATION OF THE SPIRIT."—a Cor. 3: a.

" It is expedient for you that I go away."—John 16; 7.

This far-seeing prophecy, "The government
shall be upon His shoulder" (Isa. 9:6) is usually

applied only to Christ, but since the Holy Spirit

is Christ's other self, may it not apply equally to

the Holy Spirit, in the government of the church

at the present time?

Matt. 18: 18 is as follows: " Whatsoever ye shall

bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and what-

soever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in

heaven." I have come to interpret this Scripture

in this light: If the binding or loosing that the

church does, is done in the Spirit, the government
on His shoulder, in other words, the Spirit doing

it, that binding or that loosing shall surely be

bound or loosed in heaven. If, on the other hand,

the work is not done in the Spirit, if the govern-

ment is not on His shoulder, if the Spirit is not

the life of the body, if the body is not actuated

by the Spirit, it then appears to me that we may
say, concerning that church's binding or loosing,

like Paul says of circumcision, " Circumcision is

nothing and uncircumcision is nothing." (1 Cor,

7: 19.)

It becomes a very delicate matter, this having

the church government upon His shoulder. How-
ever, because it is so lofty a conception of govern-

mental privileges, shall we not aspire to it? It

becomes an awfully serious matter when the gov-

ernment gets off his shoulder and on to the shoul-

ders of men.

When I read the first line of page 235 of the

Messenger how that " the church met in special

council, dropped all troubles and started out anew,"
I said in my heart, " There is a case that seems
clear, with the government on His shoulder," and
I was glad.

Christ designed to have the government on His
shoulder. " If thy brother shall trespass against

thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him
;." (Matt. 18: 15). When a brother follows

the Spirit's teaching here, he shows that he has

the Spirit in him to that extent. The less cause

there is for trouble, the more the presence of the

Spirit is manifest. " It is impossible but that or-

is will come" (Luke 17: 1), but the Spirit-

filled know well how to dispose of them, The
Spirit-filled are rather slow to claim what might be

.lied "their rights." They would "rather take

wrong" (i Cor. 6: 7), only so that ye might "be
at peace among yourselves " (2 Thess. 5: 13).

The custom of the Brethren has always been to

lect her officers. I like this custom. We believe,

I think, that when a brother is elected to the office

of minister or deacon, he is called of the Spirit,

other words, called of God to that work. The
ne Spirit that should move the elders to call for

election, should move upon the members to

vote for the right man, and should move upon the

to act in the work to which he is called. If

the Holy Spirit is in " the church which is the

body" (Eph. 1: 23), and has his abiding place

:, need any one fear as to the results of an

election, or of a council-meeting?

A brother feels called to the work of the minis-

try. Shall not the same Spirit that calls the broth-

for the work, call the rest of the brethren to set

him apart for the work? And the same Spirit

that calls him to the work, shall He not enable him
to do the work to which he is called? And would

any child of God be so stubborn as not to do the

work of God to which the Spirit of God calls him?
Must a Spirit-filled one ever be coaxed, before he

will consent to do such work?

It seems, then, that the work of choosing rests

with the Holy Spirit. Should it not be that way?
It used to be so. " As they ministered to the Lord,

and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me
Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have

called them " (Acts 13: 2). What a serious matter
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Spirit in the church.

church governments,

ropolitans, generals

turned more or le

becomes when one presumes to go to another

and tell him how he desires him to vote at a com-

ing election! How sad a spectacle to the Spirit

it must be when votes are cast with respect to

family circumstances or personal prejudices!

What is the mistake? It is simply this. Such an

one puts himself in the stead of the Holy Spirit,—

a

very serious matter.

The Pope of Rome, calling himself the vicar of

Christ upon earth, it seems to me, in so doing,

ommits the sin of usurping the place of the Holy

There are other autocratical

whose patriarchs, czars, met-

nd bishops have their faces

this sad direction, if, indeed,

they have not already taken the fatal step.

With the government on His shoulder we do not

need any canvassing for votes, but fasting and

prayer. With the government on His shoulder, we

need not less acquaintance with men, but more

acquaintance with the Word.

My opinion may not prevail

ing, or elsewhere. Shall I, the

Spirit did not lead the com

been mistaken. Only one ma

be incapable of making mistaki

and he has proven his own fallibility. The coun-

cil does not need to know what my mind about

it is, but the council does need to know what is the

will of- the Spirit concerning it. The mind of one

man may turn a whole assembly from the mind

of God. Such has been. Woe unto that man!

The best results do not attend that decision, and,

sooner or later, when the mind of God is mor

apparent and the mind of man less dominant, th

1 the council-meet-

conclude that the

il? I might have

on earth claims to

, That's the Pope,

But how far shall this doctrine apply? Where-

soever the church government comes in, there and

then, nothing doubting, let the government be upon

His shoulder.

Buhar, India.

nd serve him, who hath

is not enough for us only

but we should manifest

BY GEO. L, STUDEBAKER.

"He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love."

—

I John 4: 8.

The subject of love is one of great importance.

Paul teaches us that all gifts, howsoever excellent

they are, without love, are worthless. Love is an

attribute of God. " For God is love."

God manifested his love to us in the gift of his

Son. " For God so loved the world, that he gave

his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth

in him should not perish, but have everlasting

life." John 3:16. Paul says, "Thanks be unto

God for his unspeakable gift." 2 Cor. 9: 15. God
manifested his love to us in unmistakable terms.

God does not only say he loves us, but he mani-

fested his love to us. " In this was manifested the

love of God toward us, because that God sent his

only begotten Son into the world that we might

live through him." I John 4: 9. God, in doing so

much for us, merits our love, It is our duty to

love him. We should love God in sincerity. Eph.

6: 24. "Love in deed and in truth," 1 John 3: 18.

Ezekiel, the prophet, offers a very striking prophe-

cy, that, I fear, is being fulfilled by religious pro-

fessors to-day. " And they come unto thee as the

people cometh, and they sit before thee as my
people, and they hear thy words, but they will not
do them: for with their mouth they shew much love,

but thetr heart goeth after their covetousness."

Isaiah offers a similar prophecy (Isa. 29: 13), and
quoted by our Savior: " This people draweth nigh
unto me with their mouth, and honoreth me with
their lips; but their heart is far from me." Matt.
15' 3- We should love God supremely. "Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with
all thy mind." Luke 10: 27. " He that loveth
father or mother more than me is not worthy
me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than
me is not worthy of me." Matt. 10: 37.
Our supreme love to God should prompt us to a

strict adherence to his Word. We should s

God because we love him. " Behold wh^it manner
of love the Father hath bestowed upon us that we
should be called the sons of God." 1 John 3: 1.

" For ye have not received the spirit of bondage
again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of

adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father." Rom.
8:15.

Thank God! Not bound children, but adopted!

We are " Heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ."

" But God commendeth his love toward us, in that,

while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us,"

Rom. 5: 8.

Why can we not love

done so much for us? Ii

to say, " We love God," but w
our love to him in keeping his commandments.
To love God is to know him, for the text says, " He
that loveth not knoweth not God." " He that

sayeth, I know him, and keepeth not his command-
ments is a liar, and the truth is not in him." 1

John 2: 4. Christ says, " If ye love me, keep my
commandments, He that hath my command-
ments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth 1

Our sincere love to God should prompt

obey him. " Why say ye, Lord, Lord, and do not

what the Lord commands?" The more

ciate with God, the greater will be our love for

him. This will beget within us a greater desire to

serve him, and, like Paul, we will feel that nothing

is able to separate us from the " love of God, the

Father."

Our strong abiding love for God will create

within us a greater love for one another. " If God
so loved us we ought also love one another." We

not be one of the Lord's children, and not love

brother. " For if ye love not your brother

whom ye have seen, how can ye love God whom
ye have not seen?" Our blessed Lord gives love

token, by which the world may know that we

his disciples. " By this shall all men know
that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to

another." John 13: 35. Notice the extent of

love. " Love never faileth." 1 Cor. 13: 8 (R. V.)

Love is the greatest of all Christian graces. May
we cultivate it, and, when life and its labors are

over, may we be permitted to go whe

enjoy the presence of him " who loved us

himself for us, that he might redeem i

iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculi

zealous of good works." Titus 2: 14.

Shideler, Tnd.

99

Were this not so, many of us would perish. This

d, "who sticketh closer than a brother," is

the Lord. He is a present help in every time of

trouble. He will deliver us from our enemies, and

place our feet on the Rock of Ages. It is on him
we should depend, and to him we should cry,

" Deliver us." All through God's revealed Word
is his power, as a deliverer, acknowledged. In

Deut. 21: 14, God, through Moses, makes Israel

aware of his presence and of his purpose to help,

" For the Lord thy God walketh in the midst of

thy camp, to deliver thee."

There is no more beautiful description given

anywhere, of God's power, than in the fifth chapter

of Job. Here is enumerated not only his power
of deliverance but also his right of correction.

We often grow to doubt, if not God's power, at

least his willingness to deliver. We forget how
like we are to little children, and how liable we
are to err. To prevent us from continual wrong-

us from at last reaching a

ve cannot hope tor deliver-

;. This chastening we some-

1, when 'tis only mercy in

n never get beyond God's power

any get to where they will not be

and gave

i from all

ir people,

When 1

difficulties

some frie

assistance

friend can

have fa lie

DELIVER US FROM EVIL.

BY JENNIE C. BAKER.

In the beginning when God called all good,

Even then was evil near us, it is writ,

But we, indeed, who call things good and fair.

The evil is upon us while we speak:

' Deliver us from evil,' let us pray."

e become surrounded by obstacles and

in life, our minds naturally turn toward

d from whom we may hope to gain

Even if our reason tells us that no

help us from the straits into which we

1, still we long for the companionship

of those whom we love, if, by their presence, we

gain no material aid, but only sympathy.

I was never wholly certain in my mind, whether

Mary, when she cried out in her distress to Christ,

on his coming to her after the death of Lazarus,

"Lord, if thou hadst been here our brother had

not died," really meant what she said or wheth

it was only a cry for comfort, uttered in words I

which she gave no thought. If she had really

believed this, it seems to me, it would not have

been so hard to believe in his power to do the

about to perform.

ve knew to be able

j help us, at all times, from all difficul-

would prize such a friend, and what

ould put forth to hold the good-will

of such a one! That Friend we have, and his aid

is ours whenever we ask for it. Indeed, many

times the help is given without our aiking,

wonderful miracle which he \

Had we some friend, who

ind willing t

:ies, how we

efforts we ^

doing, and to hi

point beyond which

ance, God chastens

times mistake for e

disguise. We can n

to deliver, but

helped.

Speaking of

evil, brings us

There ai

"wicked

our oft-times mistaking good for

to the question, "What is evil?"

two definitions given,—"calamity" and

the stricter sense of the word,

calamity is not always an evil. Many a rich man
has had his wealth scattered to the winds. In the

eyes of the world, this is a great evil, but often

this loss has proved to be the power of God unto

the man's salvation. It is here that it may be

truly said, "God does not see as man sees." In

our eyes there is possibly no greater calamity

than death, and yet it is but the opening of the gate

into Paradise for the righteous man.

With us, fires, floods, famines, pestilences, loss

of wealth, loss of health, and loss of friends, es-

pecially by death, are considered the greatest of

evils. From God's Word we learn that in his

sight idolatry, false speaking, impurity of heart,

pride, and all uncleanness are evils from which he

is willing and able to deliver us, if we will but

trust in him.

When disasters of fire and flood sweep wver a

portion of our land, the papers are filled with ac-

counts of them, subscriptions are gotten up to aid

the sufferers, and help is sent them. But when

the scourge of the dram-seller sweeps over the

land, the law upholds it, society smiles on it, and

the pitiful victims are pushed still nearer to the

brink toward which they are so rapidly hastening.

The great evil of dishonesty is made light of, and

men are urged to it by seeing, everywhere, the

quick-rich man petted and caressed, talked of and

declared a successful man. The worship of images

is not thought of in a civilized country; but the

worship of wealth, social position, and fame is

spoken of as a laudable ambition.

Were one to rise in fashionable circles and speak

" the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the

truth," he would be dubbed a " crank," great would

be the consternation, and greater still the anxiety

to be rid of him.

Impurity of heart is considered no great hin-

drance to advancement in the world, provided the

words from that heart are not too vile for not

over-fastidious ears, Selfishness is an attribute

of the successful business man, while pride is con-

sidered a very commendable trait. With those

principles prevailing in the world, there is no

greater evil from which the Christian needs to

escape through prayer, than this life. Paul re-

alized this when he said, " For I am in a strait

'twixt two, having a desire* to depart and to be

with Christ, which is far better."

As from God come all good things, so from

Satan come all evil things. In the revealed Word

we have no account of the creation of Satan. The

first we learn of him is, where he entered into the

serpent and in that guise tempted our Mother Eve

to wrong doing. Milton, with his pre-hiBtoric



THE GOSPEL MESSEKGEIi. February 13, 1897,

sight, would have him a (alien angel, who, lor

rebellion against God, was shut out from heaven

Knowing that the One from whom cometh all

good, is surrounded with light, purity, truth and ho-

liness, and has, as his ministrants, angels of light, we

naturally associate his adversary, the evil one, with

darkness, impurity and unholiness, and also a race

of beings, who prefer darkness rather than light."

Who Satan is need not concern us nearly so much

as what he is. This we do know of him,—that he is

the arch-enemy of souls, " going about like a roaring

lion seeking whom he may devour.' His power

over man is limited. All those who trust them-

selves to God's guidance are placed in a path that

is hedged about with a fence through which he can-

not break. All those who are without this protec-

tion are in great danger.

From childhood up, we seem to have an instinc-

tive fear of enemies. What or who those enemies

are, we are not always able to tell. Christ tells us

what and whom to fear. " Fear not them which are

able to kill the body, but arc not able to kill the

soul; but rather fear him which is able to destroy

both soul and body in hell."

Everett, Pa,

1, Search the Scriptures, compare spiritual

things with spiritual, and learn what is right and

what is wrong, on all points, in theory and prac-

tice. " This is the love of God that we keep his

commandments, and his commandments are not

grievous." His yoke is easy and his burden is

bght,-—very light, indeed, compared with all other

religions and even the former dispensation. It

will, in no way, interfere with the enjoyments of

life. It will not impair, bat will rather elevate our

standing with the better class. " Godliness is

profitable unto all things, having promise of the life

that now is, and of that which is to come." If you

hear the call of the Savior, " Take up thy cross and

follow me," be ready to say at once, " I will fol-

low."

2 To make this practical, we must be active in

all departments of the Christian life. Having laid

the foundation of an evangelical faith, we should

build thereon the monument of virtue, knowledge,

temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly kindness,

and charity.

We should let our light shine, so that, when seen

from either side, its reflection will be felt, and will

have an effect upon all on whom its rays may fall.

In the accomplishment of this work we need to

"be steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the

work of the Lord." We should " earnestly con-

tend for the faith once delivered to the saints," and,

beginning in the family circle, we should not

neglect Umily worship, reading some Scripture,

with exhortation and admonition, with singing and
prayer, and honoring God at our table with thanks-

giving and Christian conversation. In this way we
may bring up our children in the nurture and ad-

monition of the Lord.

In all departments of church work we should be

active. In Sunday school, prayer-meeting and all

church meetings, we should not neglect to be
promptly on time, and faithfully and earnestly do
our duty in every way. In our deportment, in our
appearance, we should manifest non-conformity

to the fashions of the world. We should be care-

ful how we complain of brethren and sisters

who are faithful on one point and delinquent oi

another. For instance, Bro. A or Sister B may bi

punctual in attendance, and zealous in every good
work, but out of order in being conformed to thi

world in the outward appearance. To this the con
scientious brother or sister may say, that, with sucl

influences prevailing, it is a question whether o

not our blessed Christianity is^enefited. By sucl

criticism, however, he may discourage these mem
bers in the work of co-operation.

On the other side, if we say that those conscien-

tious brethren and sisters are exemplary in their

appearance of non-conformity, though much be-

hind otherwise in their church work, we will be

likely to hear the remark, "That is right; we are

glad to hear you say that, and we will follow on in

the same way."

What, then, is the proper solution of this ques-

tion? Are they not both right in some respects?

Are they not both wrong in others? Which course

has the strongest G-spel support? Is it right not

to be conformed to the world? It certainly is. Is

it not right to use our influence on this side, even

in our social intercourse, in our Sunday school,

prayer meetings and other church work?- No one,

who is laboring for an increase of holiness in him-

self and others, will call this truth in question.

On the other side, let me ask, " Is it not right to

be active in these associations?" " Let us consid-

er one another to provoke unto love and good

works," "not forsaking the assembling of our-

selves together as the manner of some is."

Now, to meet the case, What is the proper thing

for us to say? My decision is, to say, "Now, my
brother and my sister, you believe it is right to

work actively in Sunday school and prayer meet-

, and you know that it is wrong to be con-

formed to the world. Then lay aside the wrong,

do not justify yourself in it, because your brother

ster is wrong in something in which you are

right. You, my brother and sister, though you are

right in not being conformed to the world in some

things, do not be slothful, and neglect your duty in

your church work, because there are others who

re doing wrong in some things, ' but be ye stead-

st, unmovable,' "take heed unto thyself and un-

to the doctrine: continue in them, for in doing this

thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear

.' " 1 Tim. 4: 16.

)r us, dear brethren, who are looked upon as

teachers, there is no more important work than the

bringing about of harmony in our principles and

practice. Now, in order to bring about a union on

any point, where there is a difference of opinion,

let us not speak simply of the wrong of those who
right on other points, but rather let us first re-

fer to that which is right. It will have a better ef-

fect. One injudicious word on the wrong side will

overbalance a good sermon on the other side. In-

stead of bringing about a higher state of holiness,

it will change the current into the opposite direc-

tion. Two wrongs never have and never will make
nything right.

AN APPEAL TO THE DEAR BRETHREN AND SIS-

TERS WHO OIVE BUT LITTLE OR NOTHING
TO MISSION WORK.

" Come now, and let us reason together." I see

in the missionary items in- Gospel Messenger, of

Jan. 9, 1897, that some Districts are indifferent,

and do but little towards the mission work of the

I believe the causes for this indifference in this

most important work are, ( 1 ) owing to former teach-

ing Or non-teaching on the subject; (2) a lack of

interest in the salvation of precious souls for whom
Christ died; (3) not feeling the responsibility rest-

ing upon them, as enjoined in the Gospel upon the

church, of carrying the blessed tidings of salvation

into all the world.

I heard a prominect elder in an anti-missionary

church, during the observance of feet-washing, say:

"They" (the missionary workers) "are trying to

carry the Gospel into all the world, not knowing

that this was done already by the apostles. They
filled the great commission given by Christ, to teach

all nations, hence the force of that commandment
does not reach the church of to-day." I wondered

where this elder got his authority for baptizing

people, for if the apostles fulfilled the forepart of

the great commission, they certainly fulfilled the

latter part, and baptized such as were fit subjects

for baptism, If we are relieved from the obliga-

tion and force of the command to " preach the

Gospel to all nations,—every creature,"—we arc

surely relieved from the obligation and force of the

command to baptize them into the name of the Fa-

ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, for

preaching,—teaching,—must precede the baptiz-

ing. If the last commission of Christ is still in

force, which we verily believe it is; then the obli-

gation rests upon the church, to see that it is car-

ried out, and the Gospel preached " to every crea-

ture."

My brother, my sister, are you a part of the

church of Christ? If so, what are you doing

towards obeying his last command to "teach all

nations?" If the commission is not in force to-

day, by what authority was the Gospel preached to

us, and by whose authority were we baptized?

If it was right, and in harmony with Christ's

command, to preach the Gospel to us, and baptize

us, why not do the same to all other people of all

other nations? " Of a truth I perceive that God is

no respecter of persons: But in every nation he

that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is ac-

cepted with him." Acts 10: 34, 35. "How then

shall they call on him in whom they have not be-

lieved? and how shall they believe in him of whom
they have not heard? and how shall they hear with-

out a preacher? and how shall they preach, except

they be sent? " Rom. 10: 14, 15.

Who must send them? The church. How is the

church to send them without means? Who is to

furnish the means? The members composing the

church. Then why do not those certain districts

and localities in the Brotherhood do their part, in

sending preachers to preach to those who have not

heard, that they may hear, believe, and be saved?

(1) Because they have not been taught at all or

are in opposition

is something new
ered by them an

be wrong.

Dear brethren

missionary work
churches have bei

Galatia, Ephesus

and in Asia Mino;

Had it not beer

work. (2) Because it

, and everything new is consid-

innovation, and, therefore, must

n forind sisters, had it not

in apostolic times, how would

n established at Rome, Corinth,

Philippi, Colosse, Thessalonica,

?

for the missionary spirit in our

Brotherhood, where would all the churches, built

up in the United States, be to-day?

We have heard, believed, and are enjoying the

blessed freedom of the religion of Christ. Some-

body has sacrificed through the moving of the

Holy Spirit, to bring us the glad news of salvation.

It did not spring up spontaneously in our midst.

Shall we fold our arms in lazy lock, close our ears

against the command of Christ, " Go ye into all the

world, and preach the Gospel to every creature,"

and against the piteous appeals of a sin-stained

world, and sit down unconcerned, and uninterest-

ed, while thousands of dear souls, for whom Christ

shed his blood, are going down the broad road to

eternal destruction?

My brother, my sister, are you sure you have not

a son or a daughter standing among the mighty

throng, on the verge of eternal death? Are you

interested? Do you want them saved? Are you

willing to sacrifice some of your earthly store, and

become deeply interested, that they may be saved?

If you have no children among the vast numbers of

sin-lost wanderers, other fathers and mothers have,

all over the world. Will you help to save them

from that awful pit of despair? If you cannot go,

will you not give of your means to assist others in

going, and thus become workers together with

God?

O may you realize the preciousness of Christ's

great sacrifice, sufferings, and death! Did he leave

heaven and come into this lost world, to die for a

few of us that have accepted of him in America?

Nay, verily. " By the grace of God he tasted

death for every one." O then let us enlist with

him in trying to save those for whom he died,

whether it be our friends and neighbors, or those

in heathen lands, and may the burden and worth

of souls rest heavily upon every brother and sister!
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Mary did what she could. Have you, my brother

and sister, done what you could to save the lost?

Jesus says to the world, " Come, for all things are

now ready," and to his servants he says: " Go out

quickly into the streets

b" ring in hither the poor

halt, and the blind." A

as Christ commands his

we hear that glad

f the city, and

nd the maimed, and the

we working in the cities,

is servants to do? If not, will

:ome, "Well done, good and

faithful servant?" "And the Lord said unto the

servants, Go out into the highways and hedges, and

compel (or constrain) them to come in, that my

house may be filled." Luke 14: 21, 23.

My brother and sister, have you done anything

towards helping to fill the Lord's house with con-

verted souls? God's house is his church. See 1

Tim. 3: 15-

THE GOSPEL MESSJEOSTQ-EIR..

without a body to make the shadow. Then we
should see the body through the shadow, and thus

discern Christ, the body, through the shadow.

Not only do we need to see Christ in the use of

ordinances, but we need to be more devotional in

our singing, preaching, and in our prayers, and

not so formal. What we do, we ought to do it

heartily, as unto the Lord, and not unto men.

Every brother and every sister ought to be fa-

miliar with the workings of the Brotherhood and

therefore ought to read the Messenger. Why
not? You belong to the church, and the Mes-

senger also belongs to the church, So we and

it belong to the Lord. Let us all use our best

efforts to advance the Lord's cause this year! O,

how I do miss the Messenger, if I am where 1

cannot see it! It is as food to the weary soul.

full

May the Lord aro

alization of th

i preaching the gl

pie, tong

: his people everywhe

bligations resting upo

arious Gospel of salvatioi

to

Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 12TQ Second Ave. E.

WHAT WE NEED.

good cause. This

show to the people the ugliness of

hurt the sinner. Had he left sin alone

it with gloved hands, as too many min

ade it necessary for him to

md this

handled

5 do to-

day, he would never have been a martyr. Because

of his boldness and truthfulness, and because his

opposers could not resist his wisdom, they were of-

fended and hired men to witness against him false-

ly, like bad men sometimes do even in our own
time. They will tell falsehoods against those who
are trying to do right, that they may destroy their

influence and have them condemned in the eyes of

the rid.

As I journey

HUTCHISON.

hrough life, I see room for

church work. One of the

things that we need, in order to make the neces-

sary improvement, is to utilize the means at our

command, so as to elevate Christ to a higher plane

in our devotion. We, too often, get the idea, that

if we employ the symbols according to the ac-

cepted formulas, we have done our part faithfully.

But, let me inquire, Did you discern Christ in the

symbol when you were washing one another's feet?

If not, you lost the Scriptural import of the service.

Christ gave us the ordinances as he did, that we

might have the privilege, even now, of washing

his feet. He says, " Verily 1 say unto you, Inas-

much as ye have done it unto one of the least of

these my brethren, ye have done It unto me."

Matt. 25: 40.

Then we need to realize that Christ is one among

us in the feet-washing, in the Supper, and the kiss

of charity. We should realize that we not only

wash his feet, but that we kiss him, and that

eat with him in the Supper, and that we partake

of him in the holy Communion. If we could see

the case from this standpoint, I think we could

realize more fully what the Savior meant, when he

said, "If ye know these things, happy are ye if

ye do them." John 13: 17.

Recently I was asked the question as to what

similarity there is between the feet-washing under

the law, and that under the Gospel. My answer

then was, and still is, that there is a very strong

similarity between the two. In the "holy place"

was the nearest point of approach that the priest

could make to the Lord, therefore the priest must

wash his hands and his feet, just before making

that approach, lest he die.. So under the Gospel

arrangement, we cannot come nearer to Jesus in

the use of any of the symbols, than in that of

the bread and cup, hence the need of the washing,

just before we partake of his body and blood.

" Not by works of righteousness which we have

done, but according to his mercy he saved us."

That is sweet, so far as it goes, but in its extended

forms, "by the washing of regeneration, and re-

newing of the Holy Ghost," the ' works of right-

eousness " are made perfect in love. When every

soul crying, " Lord, Lord," gels his eyes open he

will see that every other striving for-glory saint

is as completely in the harness of " works " as him-

self, and that the only difference, if difference

there be, is that one kind of works has been thought

out and set up by man, while the other set of works

originated with Deity and

Christ.—M. M. E
1 set up by his Lord

An important lesson of life

experience: " I have learned in

I am therewith to be content."

we have no right to complain, fo

punished. If we receive goo^

little, we ought to be thankful,

bounty, for we have not earned it.

found in St. Paul's

whatsoever state

ve deserve to be

though only a

It is that much
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LESSON LIQMT-FLASHES.

The First Christian Martyr.—

A

i 6: 8-15; 7 : 54-6°-

There is nothing, nthe whole eco omy of grace.

by whi h we can come er to |< sus, in the use

of an e lenient, tha by the Comnlunion of the

body a nd blood of Lord, as h e intended we
should. Therefore " wash you a d make you
clean." Isa. 1: 16.

We have two cla of people who need to

change their present v ews of God's means of

grace, as given to us in the shape of ordinances
The one class is looking at that which is symbol
ized, and they almost, or quite, lose all the true

value of the symbol. The other class seems to
see nothing beyend the symbol, and, as a result,

fail to realize that Jesus is in these symbols. Now,
if each of them could get the proper view of the
use of such types and shadows, they would be a
great deal more happy in their use of them. We
must accept the idea that a shadow cannot exist

{La 1 for Feb. J/, 1897.)

In the early days of the church it meant much

nore to be a true Christian than it does to-day,

nd if there is one thing, above many others, that

re ought to be supremely thankful for, it is the

/onderful advantages that we, as the Lord's peo-

ple, are permitted to enjoy, over those who lived

a the early years of Christianity, and the ages that

folio

what the

accept it w
In this lesson we have sh

ligion of Chrisi will do for the

all that it means. Stephen,

was first called to be one of the seven. Being

filled with the Holy Ghost magnified his office by

enlarging it. In addition to performing the ordi-

nary work to which he was called, he witnessed for

Christ by preaching and teaching the ways of sal-

vation, and because of his faithfulness and energy

in the work given him he was promoted to a larger

field and greater usefulness.

This ought to be a lesson to us. Too many of

are looking out for large fields

and if we cannot get them we refuse to do any-

thing. This is wrong. It is better for us to accept

a position that is too small fi

be enlarged to accommodate our growing poss

ties, or force us into larger ones, than to push

selves into places which are too large for us

hurts a man to try to spread himself when h~

nothing to spread. In plain words,

go upward than downward,—to be pushed forward

than backward.

But to go ahead in anything means fight and per-

secution, and the better the cause is, the greater

will be the opposition. So

Stephen. He was a good 11

This was the course pursued against Stephen, be-

cause they had no other way in which they could

condemn him. In this way they stirred up the

people that they might the more readily carry out

their purposes. But this did not, in any way, af-

fect the zeal of this good man, or deter him from

doing the right.

There come times in the experiences of all men,

when it is necessary to speak out the whole truth,

no matter where it strikes. We must do it or con-

vict ourselves in the eyes of the Lord. This was

the time for Stephen to do it, and he did it without

ling. See verses 51-53, and notice the effect it

had in verse 54,
" It cut them to the heart and they

gnashed on him with their teeth." In a common
expression, " They were so mad that they boiled

over and could not contain themselves any longer."

Stephen only told them the truth, yet, because of

it, he was stoned to death. It seemed to be a de-

feat physically, but, in the eyes of the Lord, it was

a grand triumph of the Spirit over the flesh and the

devil. It showed plainly the power of the religion

of Christ in the face of the most daring sin. It was

a death that gave light and life to those who wit-

nessed it.

" And he kneeled down and cried with a loud

voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And

when he had said this he fell asleep." It was a

grand ending of a glorious life, and carried with it

an influence for good all down through the ages.

This was, no doubt, the starting point of the con-

version of Paul, because he was a witness to the

triumphant death "of Stephen. And though his

zeal and eagerness seemed to continue to grc

this occurrence may have been the arrow of

tion that struck him in a sure place. The

scene was so dfferent from worldline"
'

could he no way of accounting for it.

fact, that it was for Christ's sake, thrc

er of the Holy Spirit.

The lesson we learn from the death of this first

Christian martyr is, how much he was willing to

suffer for Christ's sake and how much we are will-

ing to do. Would we, if need be, do as much?

Our loyalty to Christ must be measured by the

amount we are willing to do and suffer for him. It

may never be necessary for any of us to endure

much physical suffering for his sake, but we ought

to do much work, because of the many souls that

are away from the fold, which he wants gathered

in. And he wants us to do it. How much work

work,

t that it has to

better to

the life of

whole

jutsidc of the

ugh the pow-

nllingtodo? Hon nuch : fill

? Stephen witnessed for him,—boldly advo-

cated his cause to the death. Many others, in the

ages that followed, did the same thing, and sealed

their witnessing with their life's blood. Even to-

day, we have those who are willing to place their

lives in the Lords hands and go into heathen lands

—among the enemies of the Gospel, to labor and to

win souls to Christ. To do this, they make great

sacrifices in leaving home and friends and religious

associations, and cast their lot among a people who

are not only entire strangers, but know not Christ

nor the Gospel of peace, love and salvation. We
can become partners in their sacrifices and suffer-

ings, by giving to them some of the means which

our Heavenly Father is so bountifully giving us.

This will be self denial for Christ's sake, and he

says: " Inasmuch as ye do it unto one of these, the

least of mine, ye do it unto me." There are many

work and sacrifice for Christ.
ways in wnicn
" Whatsoever t

all our might."

. find to do, let us do it with
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SPIN CHEERFULLY.

Spin cheerfully,

Not tearfully,

Though wearily you plod;

Spin carefully,

Spin prayerfully,

But leave the thread with God.

The shuttles of his purpose move
To carry out his own design,

Seek not too soon to disapprove

His work, nor yet assign

Dark motives, when, with silent tread,

You view each somber fold;

For, lo, within each darker thread

There twines a thread of gold.

Spin cheerfully,

Not tearfully,

He knows the way you plod;

Spin carefully,

Spin prayerfully,

'

But leave the thread with God.

SOCIETIES.

BY MARTHA CLICK.

Much has been said by our brethren against se-

cret societies; but it is about church and other so-

cieties that I wish to write. Societies are becoming
as numerous as religious denominations. Most of

the churches, especially in cities, have a society for

the young folks of the church. They even have a

separate one to train the children to work. Then
there are many others, such as " Christian Endeav-

or" "King's Daughters," etc., that any denomina-

tion may join. I once met a woman who belonged

to eight societies.

Sometimes I attend their meetings, and I am
pleased to see what earnest workers they have, and
how they strive to keep their pledge. These so-

cieties arc doing some good. They get some to

join the society who are not in the church.

Here, too, is where the harm comes in. Some
are satisfied to be members of the society and yet
never get into the church. It is unfortunate that

we have to organize a society to get us to do our
Christian duty. Some are leaving the Brethren
church because the young members have not as

much encouragement to work as in other churches.

Can we not unite to remedy this? Let us have
more missionary sermons! Let us have more vis-

its from our sisters and brethren,—not to get good
dinners but to feast the soull

Often Christians (?) spend the day with friends,

talking of worldly things, but leave without asking,

How is your soul? Brethren, give the young mem-
bers something to do! We need not wait to be
given something, but let us find it. There are many
ways to lay up treasures in heaven. Matt. 6: 20.

Let us have a prayer meeting and an evergreen
Sunday school in each congregation!

Let us strive to keep the pledge we take when we
enter the churchl

If we are, indeed, sons and daughters of the
Heavenly King, we will have Christian Endeavor

enough without joining another society. The mon-

ey used to run societies can be used to better ad-

vantage, if churches will do their duty.

Staunton, Va.

MAKE PREPARATION.

BV T. J. NAIR.

" But thou hast kept the good wine until now."

Jesus Christ proved that he was the Messiah

by doing signs and wonders. The first miracle he

did was turning water into wine at the marriage

in Cana of Galilee. These signs and wonders were

necessary, in order to prove his Divinity, because

the world was in ignorance and doubt.

When we consider that Christ was a score of

years preparing and that his actual public ministry

lasted only about three years, we are ready to ask,

Why all this waste of time? These years were not

sspent but were a preparation for this great or-

deal that was in the future. Moses, spent forty

years in Midian, in preparing for his mission. John
the Baptist lived alone in the wilderness, in order

to discipline himself for his work. Young people

of to-day ought to lay these lessons to heart and

pend more time in preparing for the future. If

here would be a better preparation, there would be

fewer failures, and more useful lives. Thousands

of young men and women go out into cities and

towns with all the conditions necessary for long

life. They can use their years wisely and write at

the end of each one, " Value received," or they can

overdraw the account, as many do, and receive a sad

nee. A thorough preparation will keep our

hearts warm toward God, and our hand in that of

brother to help him. This will make life a suc-

, and blessings will crown our efforts. Our re-

ward will be sure. Young men and women, make
preparation to work for Jesus! The pay is sure.

While the cross stands for the cruelty of men on

the human side, it also stands for justice on the di-

side. God's meaning of the cross is divine

purity,—a purity that enters into motives and all

things that we do, designing to show forth the char-

acter of Christ. The reward of such a life will be

his best gift,—a home in the Paradise of God,

Alameda, Ala.

NOTES FROM THE CHICAGO MISSION.

Just now we are having an interesting meeting.

What the results may be, we cannot say. A num-
ber are near the kingdom. One woman says she

would like to join the church, but does not want to

be baptized. Poor unenlightened humanity! And
yet we are not surprised to hear this desire much
expressed, In many of the popular churches we
hear much of the baptism of the Holy Ghost taught,

but little of repentance and baptism, We do not

limit God's power to save, but we should respect the

principles laid down when the Christian church was
established. Jesus, himself, was baptized for our ex-

ample. When sinners said to Peter and the brethren,

"What shall we do?" Peter said, "Repent and be

baptized every one of you, in the name of Jesus

Christ, for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive

the gift of the Holy Ghost." A church member
without the Holy Ghost, which is promised through

repentance and baptism, is dead. Even in the case

of Cornelius, baptism was administered imme-
diately after, but in no place in Christ's teachings

is it promised before baptism. My Sunday school

girls say, "Mother says I was baptized (?) when a

baby," and yet. with due respect to their parents,

they see now that babies can not believe and re-

pent, and are too young to be taught these things.

At a recent mothers' meeting, one mother said,

"It's the way we did in the Old Country,—th
god-mother believes for the baby." Another saic

" I think it nice to bring the babies to Jesus." O
for more of the power, boldness and wisdom pos-

sessed by the apostles! They not only had the
Spirit dwelling in them, but seemed to have new

fillings for special duties. Peter, with the rest, was

filled on the Day of Pentecost. When brought

before the rulers and elders, he was filled. When
being let go, returning to their own company after

praise and prayer, he, with otherr, was filled again

and spake the Word of God with boldness. Let

us not be satisfied with having received the Holy

Ghost at baptism. Let us not go in the power of

this for days, months and even years, but let us

pray for special fillings for special duties. The
Sunday school teacher needs a special filling to

teach that class of boys or girls; the minister needs

it to preach that sermon; the mother needs it to

train her children; the missionary needs it daily

that he may be a greater power, May we regard

our needs as our privileges! There are special

needs in the life of every earnest Christian. Some
one asks, " May we have the gift of the Holy

Ghost and not know it?" Also, "May we have

the gift of the Holy Ghost and others not know
it?" To the latter we say, " No." To the former

we would say,. " Comply with the conditions."

Acts 2: 38, 39; Acts 3: 19. The Jews were not in

a condition to receive the Holy Ghost because

they rejected Christ. If we would have the Holy

Ghost we must accept Christ, Acts 2:3$;

sin, Acts 2: 38; be baptized, Acts 2:

Holy Ghost, Acts 5: 32; believe, John 7: 37-39;

ask for it, Acts 4: 31; take it on faith, 1 John 5: 14,

5. We are now ready to work with power and

ear the fruits of the Spirit. Gal. 5: 22, 23.

—The suffering in this city, during the recent

cold snap, has been intense. The County Agent

failed to meet the many wants among the poor. The
Mayor of the city then authorized the Chief of

Police to call into service the police force, to help

carry, to those in need, food, fuel and clothing

contributed by the people of the city. The re-

sponse of the citizens was prompt and generous.

Having supplied the immediate needs of this vi-

cinity, we had still a surplus of women's coats,

cloaks, hoods and caps, which we sent to the near-

est police station for general distribution. This

work of relief is still going on and, it is said, must

continue daily for some time yet. The great cry

—Three of our happiest little girls yesterday

were those who succeeded in getting their mother

out to church for the first time.

—Our children are delighted with the beautiful

clean papers that kind friends send us for distri-

bution. They are always new to the children.

—A little visitor yesterday,—one who comes

frequently to our home,—said, as we washed her

face and hands, and brushed her hair, " I should

like to stay at your house always." We breathed

a silent prayer that the little one whose face is

always bright with smiles, notwithstanding the coal

dust, might be transplanted into a Christian home,

there taught and trained to be a useful Christian

woman. A kind sister has offered to give her a

home, next summer, in the country. We should

like to send a dozen or more such little ones out

for a two weeks' stay in the country. Pray for the

Lord's work here!

660 South Ashland Ave.

A SERMON ON HAT TRIMMING.

Some time ago a London clergyman, in the

course of a sermon, thus addressed the women in

the congregation: " Some of you, my friends, fol-

lowers of the gentle Christ, come to worship wear-

ing great plumes or 'ospreys' in your hats and

bonnets. Do you realize that this aigret plunie

only grows on the bird at the time of nesting, and

that to obtain one such feather involves the cruel

death not only of the beautiful white mother heron,

but of the whole nestful of its nearly-fledged off-

spring? What a price to pay for the pleasure of

an aigret plume! What a travesty of religion to

be able to come into church decked with an aigret

feather and sing in the words of the Benedicite,

' Oh, all ye fowls of the air, bless ye the Lord,

praise him and magnify him forever!'"

—

Human*
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MOTTO FOll THE YEAR. — "Upon the first

day of the tveeh let every one of you fay by him in

store, as God hath prospered Jiim.»—1 Cor. 16; 2.

MISSION RECEIPTS FOR JANUARY, 1897-

Should there be any amount sent in during the month that is

iot herein acknowledged, please notify the Secretary immedi-

itely, giving amount, date of sending, and how sent. Correc

icrns for this month, if any, will appear in connection withnexl

month's report. Usually, amounts mailed after the 28th of b

month appear in the following month's report.

Illinois.—Seridda Gates, Girard, $2.50; Lee and

Kate Bower, Waddams Grove, S3.75; O. F - Lahman,

Franklin Grove, $50; Oakley church, $13.70; Mrs. Ida

Emmert, Mt. Morris, S1.50; Maria Correll, Mt. Mor-

ris, ?i ; Waddams Grove church, $34.40; Bro. Fahnes-

stock. Si; Yellow Creek church, $10.75; West Branch

church, $846; Sterling church, $11.02; Milledgeville

church, $1545; Naperville church, S4.65; Shannon

church, $12.61; Lanark church, $31.80; Rock River

church, 78 cents; Grant Mahan, Mt. Morris, $5; Benj.

Swingley, Mt. Morris, $5: John Brubaker, Girard, $5;

J. B. Tawzer, Roanoke, $2.50; Conrad Fitz, Leeseburg,

$2.50; M. Blocher and wife, Mt. Morris, $2; Macoupin

Creek church, $10.15; a brother, Leaf River, 50 cents;

D. Barrick, Byron, $3; Jacob Swinger, Hutsonville,

$7.50; D. Blickenstaff, Cerro Gordo, $5; Mary C. Lah-

man, Franklin Grove, $15; Fred Buckingham, Oakley,

S2,so; Susan Ikenberry, Mt. Morris, $2; F. M. Snavely,

Hudson, $2.50; S. F. and Martha Brubaker, Farmers-

vine, s$; Emanuel Slifer, Mt. Morris, S12.50; Isaac and

Margaret Shively, LaPlace,$S; E. A. and Mary Shive-

ly, Cerro Gordo, $5; Peter Nelson, Fisher, S1.25; Emma
Potter, Leaf River, $1.25; Bertha Long, Leaf River,

S1.25; Caroline Long, Leaf River$i.25; Ezra and Kate

Boyer, Lena, $15; Wm, H. and Nannie C. Wagner,

Franklin Grave, $5; J. Blickenstaff, Oakley, $5; total.S

Pennsylvania.—Perry church, Farmer's Grove, 95

cents; Walnut Grove Sunday sehoot, §6.20; J. C. Bril-

hart, Ord, $2; a brother and sister near Waynesboro,

$15; Meyersdale church, $34; Quemahoning church,

Solo; Susan Porter, Williamsport, 30 cents; Eliz.

Royer, Millmont, 00 cents; Upper Cumberland

church, $8.37; Warrior's Mark church, $3; Coventry

church, $8.95; Indian Creek church, S18.65; Mrs. Su-

san Baker, Abbottstown, $11.20; D. H. Baker, Ab-

bottstown, 90 cents; T. T. Myers, Philadelphia, $1.50;

J. K. Miller, Kauffmans, $i; Samuel Knavel, Rum-
mel, so cents; Claar church, Queen, $5.30; total,

Missouri.— C. W. Gitt, Birch Tree, S8340; Nevada

Sunday school, 80 cents; a brother, Prairie View

church, $3; total

Iawa.—S. I. Long, South English, $5; Amanda Hoff,

Dallas Center, $s; Isaac Barnhizer, Tilton, S7.50;

South Keokuk church, $4.60; Des Moines Valley

church, -$9; S. Johnson, Garrison, $1540; E. Henry,

Derby, $1; Grundy County church, $2.80; Will H.

Lichty. Waterloo, $2; Geo. Hasbrouch, Grundy Cen-

ter, $4; J. D. Gnagey, Calvin, $1.25; S.. C. and Irene

Miller, Maxwell, $1.50; D.W. and Jennie B. Miller,

Robins, $2; Cyrus Beechly, Pierson, $i; Crooked

Creek church, $452; total,

Indiana.—L. E. Weaver, Middlebury, $1.25; Val.

Whitehead, New Paris, $1.25; S. E. Burket, Millers-

burg, $1,25; Barbara Lint, Bourbon, $2; H. Roadcap,
Florida, 50 cents; Benj. Hazell, Goshen, $1.50; D. Ni-

hart, Millersburg. 50 cents; S. F. Cripe, Millersburg,

70 cents; John D. Miller, New Paris, $1.25; A. F.

Cripe, Middlebury, $1; Isaac Schrock, Middlebury,

$1; Harriet Cripe, Middlebury, 50 cents; S. W. Hoov-
er, Middlebury, 50 cents; Eli Schrock, Middlebury,

$1-25; Robert Metsker, Denver, $io; John W. White-
head, Milford, $5; Samuel C. Neff, Nappanee, $1.25;

Wm. Hildebrand, Teegarden, 50 cents; Wm. Bor-
rough, North Liberty. 50 cents; D. Steele, North Lib-
erty, $1.50; Moses Wise, Wakarusa, $1.50; Solomon's
Creek church, $io; total

Kansas.—H. H. Huggins, Overbrook, $10; New
Hope church, $2 08; McPherson church, $13.40; S. M.
Brown, Garden Plain, $1.50; Samuel Valentine, Corn-
lnK. $4-So; Slate Creek church, $1.20; Belleville
church, $6.67; James I. Gilbert, Belleville, *i; total,.

THE GOSPEL MESSIEZLSTQ-IEIR,.

to.—Elijah Horn, Roseville, $8; Flora Moher-

Ashland. $4; A. A. Moherman, Ashland, $3; J.

leiser, Primrose, $2.50; S. and L. Bame, Wil-

$5.30; Sugar Creek church, $2; Anna Wolf,

Cardington, 50 cents; Jos. S. Robinson, Carey, $1.10;

Hattie T. Vinson, Lima, $1.10; Jacob Leedy, Lima,

$10; D. W. Kinsely, Johnsville, 10 cents; J. C. Jones,

Musselman, 25 cents; total 37 85

Virginia.—Beaver Creek church, $11.18; D. M.

Click and brother, Weyer's Cave, $2.18; Samuel

Cline, $1; Mary Driver, $1.50; A. A. Garber, 25 cents;

J. F. Wampler, 10 cents; Florence Maries, Grottoes,

Si
;
John C. Frantz, Laurel Dale, $5; a brother, Meyer-

hoeffers Store, $2.50; total 24 71

California.— Egan church, $3; Covina church,

$16.45; total IQ 45

South Dakota.—Willow Creek church 17 00

Oreaon—Coquille Valley church II 20

Wisconsin.—Winona church 10 00

North Dakota.—Lillie Royer, Cando $00
Maryland.—Julia A. Roop, New Windsor, 25 cents,

Brownsville church, $4-65; total, 1 90

Arkansas.—G. R. Hornbock, Piggott 3 50

Washington—A. N. Huffman, Tekoa

Michigan.— E. M. Houtz, Edwardsburg, 75 cents;

Box 18, Jones, $1; Sarah A. Marshall, Fisher Station,

$t; total, 2 75

Nebraska.—South Beatrice church, $1.60; a brother,

Golden Springs, 50 cents; total, 2 10

West Virginia.—A. M. Frantz, Dawson, I 00

Louisiana.—1A-. S. Bolinger, Bolinger, 4S

Colorado.—Lee J. Abbott, Akron 25

.—Mrs. Jas. Kelso 63

Income from Loans.—A. H. and W. H. Brown,

$2075; E. M. Eby,$9i; Nevada church, Mo., $15; Oak

e church, Mo, $5; Hillisburg church, Ind., $:

from endowment, $150; total, 291 75

Total $1,134 SQ

wa.—U-. W. Garber, South English, $1.50; Ann

a, North English, $1.50; J. S. Flora, North English,

$1.50; A. M. Flory, North English, $3; Samuel Fike,

Waterloo, $6; Abram Ebersole, Dallas Center, $1.20;

John Fike, Waterloo, $6; S. Homer, Kingsley, $3.80; N.

C. Folger, Osceola, $1.20; John W. Borden, South Eng-

lish, $1.50; D. E. Fox, Laurens, Sl.20; C. M. Badger,

Adel, $1.20; Hannah Badger, Adel, $1.20; Henry Bom-

rey, South English, $1.20; W. W. Folger, Folger,

I, D. Twitle, Pierson, S1.20; Mrs. Susan Wise,

5 Center, Sl.20; Wm. H. Lichty, Calvin. $3; D.

M. Dierdorff, Waterloo, $3; Conrad Messer, Grundy

Center, S1.20; J.
H.Grady, Waterloo, $3; Wilson Fike,

Eagle Center, $6; Sally Fike, Eagle Center, $12; Ja-

cob M. Fike, Eagle Center, $3; J. J. Berkley, Wa-

terloo, $6;' D. Niswander, South English, $3; H. C. N.

Kauffman, South English, $3; S. F. Niswander, South

English, $3; E. M. Lichty, Calvin, S3; A. L Lichty,

Waterloo, $6; Cath. A. Garber, South English, $1.20;

Grundy County church, 7s cents; Will H. Lichty, Wa-

terloo, $3; W. A. Blough, Waterloo, $3; Eph. Lich-

ty, Calvin, $12; Wilson Fike, Waterloo, 45 cents; An-

1a Haines, Cushing, 75 cents; total *'

Pennsylvania.—Samuel S. Griffin, Mt. Clare, $1.20;

J. W. Cline, Philadelphia, S45°i J- S. Emmert, Waynes-

boro, $1.50; C. L. Buck, New Enterprise, $3; Abram

Sollenbcrger, New Enterprise. $1.20; Sarah A. Detwil-

ew Enterprise, S6; Wm I. Miller, Meyersdale, $6;

S. Baker, New Enterprise, $1.20; D. Y. Swayne, Hunt-

ingdon, $3; J. W. Peck, Meyersdale, $1.50; J. I. Bechtel,

Yerkes, S120; J. B. Miller, Woodbury, $1.20; Isabelle

F. Price, Waynesboro. S15; Catherine Norris, Waynes-

boro, S15; Anna S. Bechtel, Grafton, S1.20; Susan Bech-

tel, Grafton, $1.20; Letitia Bechtel, Grafton, $1.20; J. F.

lan, Pugh, $6; Eliza Miller, Meyersdale, Sl-SO;

1 S. Miller, Meyersdale, $1.50; D. L. Miller,

Meyersdale, $6; S J.
Miller, Meyersdale, S6; Jas.

st, Elk Lick, S9.50; M. C. Horner. Meyersdale,

$6; Lizzie Myers, Bareville, $1.20; Isaac Replogle, New

Enterprise, $1; Joel Gnagey, Meyersdale, $3; Isaac

Replogle, Waterside, Si.20; total 1

Ohio.-S. B. Christian, Garland, Si. 20; W. C. Teeter,

Dayton, $1.20; Emanuel Shank, Dayton, $3; L. Worst,

Lattasburg, $1 40; Eliz. C. Weidler, Ashland, $6; Jesse K.

Brumbaugh, Union, $1.20; J. L. and Margaret Dohner,

,n,$4.8o; Ab*dnego Miller, DeGraff, S1.80; John W.,

Walter and Henry Lehman, Defiance, $2 40; Barbara

comer, Bryan, S3; F. A. Sellers, Watson, $1.50; G.

F. Royer, Kinsey, $1.20; A. W. Sbafer,Trotwood,$i.8o;

Jos. B. Brandt, Trotwood. $1.50; Lydia Wertz, Friends-

ville, $1.50; B. F. Snyder, Bellefontaine, $1.20; L. A.

Bonkwalter, Tretwood, $S; Adam Pfeifer, West Milton,

$1.20;' J. A. Kepner, Johnsville, $1; Jane and Sarah

Smith, New Carlisle, $240; John Dupler, Ziontown,

$1 20- Jos. Kesler, Pleasant Home, $6; T. S. Moherman,

Ashland, Si.80; Jas. Gilbert, $1.20; D. Brener, $240;

Cbas. Shaffer, $1.20; John Kintner, Ney, $1.50; S. E. G.

Coffman, Trotwood, $3; Susanna Warner, Centre, 31.20;

John 0. Warner, Centre, $1.20; John Berkeybile, Bat-

dorf, $1.20; Geo. A. Hall, Batdorf, $1.20; O. E. Frank,

Pleasant Home, $1.50; CM. and C. D. Smith, North

Hampton, $2,40; J. H. Shidtsler, Aabland, so cents; A,

J. and H. Myers, Ashland, $3; D. Martin, Ashland, $3;

Wm. Klcpinger, Dayton, $3; A. C. Drenshel, Ankeny-

wn, $4; Henry Flory. Jewell, $1.30; total 8(

Indiana.—EH Foutz, Chili, $1.30; Jas. Himeleck,

Denver, $1.50; Abram Miller, Mexico, $1.20; Eliz-

abeth Neher, Mulberry, $1.20; J. L. Minnick, Eaton, $3;

John Delater, North Manchester, $6; Levi S. Dilling,

Hagerstown, $1,20; Malhias Frantz, Ladoga, $12; B, F.

Shiil. Bowers, $240; L. D. Wright, North Manchester,

$3; A. T. Lautzenhiser, North Manchester, $1.50; Wm.
Young, Clarkhill, $1.20; W. K. Simmons, Union

City, $3.60; J. A. Weaver, Monticello, $1.20; Robert

Wysong, Nappanee, $1.50; H. C. Shultz, New Castle,

$1.20; Henry Shock, Huntington, $3; Andrew Foutz,

Denver, $6; A. L. Miller, Denver, $4.50; Robert Mets-

ker, Huntington, $6; Elias Blosser, Nappanee, $1.20;

J. C. Richer, Peru, $6; H. Grossnickle, North Manches-

ter, $6; J. L. Putcrbaugh, Elkhart, $3; Barbara Clingen-

peel, Flora, $1.20; W. I. Miller, Mexico, $3; total 8

Maryland.—M. C! McKinstry, Union Bridge, $12; J.

H. Hershbergcr, Grantsville, $1.50; John E. Gnagey,

Accident, $15; G. A. Lininger, Oakland, $3; L. W.
Rlnehart, Medford, $1.20; Alfred Englar. New Wind-

sor, $6; W. S. Reichard, Hagerstown, $3; Susan Martin,

$3; J. E. Flook, Broad Run, $3.30; Annie and Elizabeth

Roop, Linwood, $30; total ;

Virginia.--W. M. Wine, Winchester, $1.50; B. W.
Neff, Mt. Jackson, $3; J. S. Flory, Bridgewater, $1.50;

Samuel Click, Weyers Cave, $6; Maggie Spitzer, Wey-

Cave, Si.20; J. M. Garber, Kingsly, $1.20; J. G.

le, Broadway, *i.2o; B. K. Moomaw, Indian Rock,

$3; Samuel Garber, New Market, $3; L. A. Huffman,

( , $1.20; Saylor D. Neff, Quicksburg,$i.so; Jas. R.

Shipman, Bridgewater, $1.50; Lizzie Showaltcr, Rock-

ingham, $1.20; P, S. Thomas, Harrisonburg, $1.50; John

Flory, Bridgewater, S1.25; Leilic A. Liskey, Massanetta

Springs, $1.20; J. D. Grove, Shendon, $3; J. W, Gray-

bill, Brugh's Mill, $6; Bettie J. Flory, New Hope, $1.20;

total

Illinois—

U

attic B. Lahman, Mt. Morris, $1.20; H.

Snell, Girard, $1.20; Jennie S. Harley. Mt. Morris,

Si.20; J. S. and Sarah Kuns, Cerro Gordo, $2.70; Wm.
E. Trostle, Stratford, $1.20; D. B. Eby, Lena, $1.20;

John Blickenstaff, Cerro Gordo, $3; R. F. and Lizzie H.

Brubaker, Virden, $1.80; Isaac Eikenberry, Cerro Gor-

do, $1.50; P. H. Graybill, Polo, $1.20; Wm. Landis,

Cerro Gordo, 60 cents; A. Shively, Cerro Gordo, $1;

Nelson Shirk, Shannon, $1.20; D. J.
Blocher, Pearl

City, $3; Naperville church, $2. is; Rock River church,

$4.25; Edmund Forney, Fine Creek, $3; Mrs. Kate

Smith, Mt. Morris, $1.20; S. W. Stutsman, Girard,

$2.20; total,

Kansas.—J. L. Kuns, McPherson $3; Benjamin For-

ney, Abilene, $2.40; Edward Frant/., McPherson, $1.50;

Julia A.France, Lane, $2.40; I. H. Crist, Gardner, $2.50;

California— E. A. Miller, Lordsburg, $1.20; C, J.

Brandt, Hermit, $1.50; I. S. Ovcrholzcr, Covina, to

cents; Covina church, $6.60; Mary E. Kreider, Hemct,
10 60

Orr.

8 70

Missouri.-^. W. Gitt, Birch Tree, $3;

Turney,$i.2o;S. E. Hogan, Rockingham, $3; Jo

Brown, Stet, $1.50; total

Nebraska—Dan. B. Heiney, Shickley, $1,20; Levi

Hoffert, Carleton, $1.20; C. J.
Lichty, Davenport, 60

ents; J. E.Young, Beatrice, $1.20; total 4 20

West Virginia— Sallie R. McLain, Oak Hill, $1,20;

Peter Biser, Headsville, $1.20; total 2 40

Oklahoma—A. W. Austin, Cushing, 1 5°

Arkansas— D. L. Forney, Palestine, ' M

Total *S83 9°

MEETINGHOUSE.WASHINGTON (

(AM

ml/m
of a ficr

Virginia. Stuart's Draft.Sl.co; Flat Rock

hurch, $15.63; Beaver Creek church, $82.38; D. P.

Vine, Moore's Store, US- w - D - Garber, Moore's

Jtore, $10; Barren Ridge church, $17.25; Midland

church, S39.16; J- H.Cassidy and wife, Laurel Dale,

$i- Wood Stock church, $7-65; Cook's Creek church,

$40; D. D. Horner, Jones Mill, $5 =
a brother, Meyer-

hoeffer's Store, $2.50; total, * 247 47

Pennsylvania.—Conestoga church, $10.50; Clover

*reek church, $31; Johnstown church, $48.57; C, H.

Balsbaugh, Union Deposit, Si; May Oiler, Waynes-

boro, $5; Mrs. J.
F. Oiler, Waynesboro, $2; Aughwick

church, $13.50; Meyersdale church, $52.50; a sister

and her children, Lebanon, $1; Lansdale church,

$15.50; a brother, Abbottstown, $2.90; total, 183 47

Ohio.-Lick Creek church, $1645; Palestine

church, $27.20; Lower Miami church, $25.15; Logan

County church, $27.30; Swan Creek church, $12.25;

Wolf Creek church, $350; Ashland church, $20.59;

Oakland church, $19; Silver Creek church, $16; Don-

nel's Creek church, $7.02; total '74 46

Illinois.—Cherry Grove church, $3560; Milledge-

ville church, $17; Pine Creek church, $18.25; Silver

Creek church, $93; Arnold's Grove church, $7.50;

John Arnold. LaPlace, 2$ «enli; S. L Miller, LaPlace,

{Continued oft page 106.)
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The meeting at the Asher Glade ho

closed with six accessions.

Seven were recently added to the number of

the saints at Red Cloud, Nebr.

Eight recently put on

Springfield church, Ohio

toration to membership.

applied for 1

Bro, J. P. Krabill writes us that three more
have been received into the Portage church, Ohio,

by confession and baptism.

A ME
house, S

tized an>

just closed in the Loon Creek

lie church, Ind., resulted in five bap-

estored to fellowship.

The District Meeting for California and Arizona

will be held in East Los Angeles, Cal., March 25.

The Ministerial Meeting will occur the day before.

Five accessions are reported at Kansas Center,

Kansas, as the result of a series of meetings held in

the west end of the congregation by the home

Bro. Jesse Stutsman, of Ohio, has been suffer-

ing considerably with la grippe of late, and has

not been able to attend to his ministerial labors for

Bro. M 1 ller is still among the churches in Ohio.
He meets with the General Missionary Committee
this week, and expects to be at his home in the

Mount the last of next week.

Bro. Galen B. Rover is with the General Mis-
sionary Committee this week. He is kept unusu-
ally busy, of late, on account of the growing labors

of the Tract and Missionary Departments.

Bro. B. L. Baldwin writes us that a soul-re-

freshing series of meetings is in progress at Wichi-
ta, Kans. Eleven have entered into the covenant
relation with Christ. Bro. Wm. Sell is doing the
preaching.

Bro. John Wise is delivering a series oi doctri-

nal sermons at McPherson, Kans., being a part of
the Bible Term work at that place. A series of
meetings at the Chapel, conducted by Bro. J. J.

Voder, resulted in six accessions to the church.

The cold weather, the last of January, seems to
have interfered a good deal with several series of
meetings, but as a rule the meetings were kept go-
ing. A number were baptized in the very coldest
of weather, and so far we have heard of no bad re-

sults. The Lord will strengthen and stand by
those who stand by his Word.

Among the obituaries this week will be found a

notice of the death of Bro. King (his first name is

not given) who died at Fredericksburg, Iowa, at

the advanced age of 101 years. He lived long

enough to have seen all of the presidents of the

United States.

The Northwestern Christian Advocate, one of the

best exchanges coming to our desk, limits all of

its contributors to one thousand words. Some of

them do not like it, but the editor says it must be just

that way. It is astonishing how many good things

one may say with one thousand well-selected words.

The "Charity Balls" being held in

cities for the benefit of the poor, are an insult to the

charity so highly recommended in the Scriptures.

It is doing evil that good may abound. As a rule

about S10.00 in folly must be spent for every dollar

raised for charity. No permanent good can come
out of any such conduct.

It is said that the short railroad line extending

from Jaffa to Jerusalem hardly pays expenses. This

is owing to the great lack of interest in enterpris-

es of the kind among the Turks. Were it not for

the opposition of those in authority, a line would

doubtless be built from Port Said, in Egypt to Je-

rusalem, and thus obviate the dangerous landing at

Jaffa. This is not likely to be done until some
change takes place in the eastern affairs,

A brother at an isolated point, in the far West,

after renewing his subscription, writes: "There is

much religious excitement here. Nearly all

churches are represented save the Brethren. Some
have asked me to unite with their churches, but I

decline, telling them that I will wait until the

Brethren church comes around. I also tell them
that there is no other church, properly teaching and
practicing the New Testament doctrine."

The Catholic church in the United States is

strong, but not as strong as some would have us

believe. Some one has been doing a little fine fig-

uring on statistics, and estimates that we have, in

this country 15,137,889 qualified voters, and of this

number there are 2,000,000 Catholics. This shows

that the voting power lacks a good deal of being in

that particular church. The destiny of our nation

seems to be with the Protestants, and those who will

befriend them.

It is not the prerogative of the Brethren church,

or any other church, for that matter, to make laws,

but to simply understand and obey those already

made and placed on record in the New Testament.

Christ is our Master as well as our Lawgiver and

Redeemer, and it is to him that we must look for

authority and laws. What he thought proper to

command it is our duty to obey in good faith, and
what he did not command, in either letter or spirit,

is not ours to meddle with. We will do well to heed
what is written.

We do not know that there is any particular

credit to the church in the fact, that this, that, or

the other public man sprang from Brethren fami-

lies, but sometimes we can weave such facts into an
interesting item of news, and for this, if no other

reason, we note that the present Governor Leedy,

of Kansas, was born in Ohio forty-six years ago,

and that his parents were members of the church.

We know nothing of their standing now, but we
hope that Governor Leedy will prove a credit to

the State electing him.

In each congregation there ought to be some un-

derstanding about who is to report the church
news, and then that person should attend to it

promptly. By referring to our columns it will be no-

ticed that the same occurrences are sometimes re-

ported two and three times. As a rule, where the
reports are alike in substance, we publish only the
one, but when there is a later report from some one
else, containing additional news, we sometimes
must allow the news already published to be re-

peated, in order to give the additional news. Let
those who send reports have some understanding
about this matter.

A correspondent writes us that his report of

church news does not give satisfaction, for the rea-

son that in speaking of the organization of their

Sunday school the names of the Assistant Superin-

tendent and Secretary are not given, though his

written report contained both, in addition to the

name of Ihe Superintendent. For the informalion

of all, we wish to state, that we do not deem it nec-

essary to publish the entire list of Sunday school

officers, and we generally mark out all save the Su-

perintendent. That is why the three names did not

appear in the printed report referred to. We make
this public explanation for the information of oth-

ers besides this particular case.

A brother, in a communication to this office,

tells how a Bible reading on the cars, where a num-

ber of preachers were present, ended. He says;

" We had some discussion about the baptism of Je-

sus by John in the Jordan. The Presbyterian said

there were stone tablets in the London Museum
that showed the baptism of Christ, that he and

John were in the water about to the knees, and

John was pouring water on the head of Jesus with

a shell! 'Well,' said I, it is s'range that our Pres-

byterian brethren are afraid of water even a knee

deep.' I need not tell you of the ripple in the

class for a few minutes. What a hard time the

poor man had, trying to dodge the truth."

The Brethren in Eastern Pennyslvania are tl

oughly interested in their Ministerial Meetii

The last one was held at Petersburg, Lancaster Co,
in the early part of December. A condensed

port of the talks, by the different speakers,

pamphlet form, is now before us. It reads well, a

will prove both interesting and helpful. Talks of

this kind, widely circulated and read, will in time re-

sult in good. The price of the pamphlet is not giv-

en, but we presume it may be had by sending ten

cents to Bro. Geo. Bucher, Mechanic Grove, Pa.

We are requested to publish it in the Messenger,

but it is too long for that purpose, as it would

fill nearly five pages. It is well worth ten cents; so

send for it and read it.

The Presbyterian says, " Boastful Biblical criti-

cism is on the decline. Within the last fifty years

school after school of the German critics ha;

leaped, in succession, to the front, only to pas;

more or less quickly into oblivion. Volumes ol

their learned treatises have been issued, and yet

they are now scarcely worth the paper upon

which they have been printed. Great njmes have

lost their conjuring power, and the works of their

genius and industry He upon musty shelves, or arc

consigned to the rubbish of the past. But the

Book of books, which they criticised and sought to

weaken or to destroy, abides, and grows in

lightening, quickening and sanctifying power,

has an inherent vitality, and will survive any ;

every form of attack."

When last heard from, our aged brother, Sami
Murray, of Mexico, Ind., was improving and is n<

able to do some writing. He writes a communic
tion for the Messenger, and from it we glean t

following: " I want to call the attention of all

the building of a house of worship in Washingtc
The sisters alone can do it if they will sell for that

purpose all the eggs the hens lay on Sundays.

They can do it in six months. When I had charge

of the Salimonie church, this State, one spring i

asked the sisters to sell all the Sunday eggs and

bring the money to the next quarterly cour

Only eight went into the arrangement. When the

council came they brought about £3.00 each.

What'they did amounted to more than that done

by all the rest of the church of nearly 300 members.

I tell you these sisters felt happy over the results of

their efforts. Some thought their hens laid more

eggs on Sundays than on other days. One sister

had her little girl gather the Sunday eggs. On one

occasion the sister thought to take some of them to

use, but the little girl would not let her have them,

saying that they belonged to the Lord. To work in

this way will be laying by on the first day of the

week as the apostle directs.'
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The Christian Cynosure, Chicago, 111 , for Feb. 4,

contains a well-illustrated description of the Mod-

ern Woodmen of America. Send for that issue,

ead if, and then decide, in your own mind, whether

Christians should be members of such institutions.

What mockery there is in these secret societies!

CLOSE COMMUNION.

The Baptist Standard is publishing a series of arti-

:les on the " Distinctive Principles of Baptists."

Number five of the series is devoted to the Lord's

Supper, as the Baptists are in the habit of in-

correctly denominating the loaf and cup, and

dea s largely with the question of close Commun-

ion, one of the distinctive principles of that

church. The article is by P. S. Henson, D. D.,

and we take pleasure in giving the following ex-

tracts to our readers. It may prove helpful to a

few of them, for the arguments here advanced, in

support of close Communion, may serve our pur-

pose as well as the Baptists':

' It is constantly charged, and doubtless honestly

ieved, by a very large proportion of our pedo-

baptist brethren, that we have hedged about the

Lord's Supper by restrictions such as other denom-

nations do not impose; restrictions unwarranted by

Scripture, and offensive to Christian feeling; when,

point of fact, we do differ not a whit from others

to the conditions precedent to Communion as set

forth in the Scriptures, nor have we ever presumed
any restrictions of our own devising.

We utterly repudiate the exercise of any legislative

tion on the part of the church. It is not ours

ake laws, but simply to obey them, for ' one is

Master, even Christ.' ' He openeth and no

shutteth.' It is not our province to prescribe

lations for another man's conduct, but simply

for ourselves to follow the divine prescription as

God gives us light to see it. According to our un-

derstanding of the Scriptures we should not feel

warranted ourselves in coming to the Lord's table

ing believed upon the Lord to the sav-

ing of the soul, and having confessed that faith in the

; of baptism. We regard this latter as the

symbolic expression of the soul's entrance upon a

life through the gateway of the grave, and
therefore this ordinance is performed but once.

The Supper we consider as the symbolic representa-

tion of the sustenance of the new life, and therefore

it is statedly repeated all along the Christian's pil-

grimage. We insist that logically and theologically

the ordinance that symbolizes the beginning of the

new life ought to precede the ordinance that symbol-
izes its sustenance, and therefore we have never felt

at liberty to invite or encourage those, who have
never been baptized, to partake of the Lord's

Supper. . . .

' It will be seen from this brief statement of our
Baptist views and practices how utterly unfounded

he charge that we are wanting in courtesy or

ity to Christians of other communions. When
eged that we disfellowship them, there is in-

modicum of truth in the allegation. For
ere is fellowship and fellowship, and the Scrip-
res themselves ask: ' How can two walk together
tcept they be agreed?' There is a fellowship
nong philanthropists though they be of widely
fferent nationalities. And there is a fellowship
nong patriots, though they be of widely different

1'gions. And there may be a fellowship among
Christians in charity, though widely differing in doc-
trine. We may have very delightful fellowship in

devotional services with our pedobaptist brethren,
while utterly disfellowshipping what seems to us
'heir unwarrantable departure from the scriptural
^ministration of the ordinance of baptism.

'

"Far be it from us to question the sincerily of
lew Christianity, but we feel obliged to maintain
tat the so-called baptism, to which they have sub-
bed, or been subjected, as the case may have
ee n, is no more baptism than the use of the wa-w in the Romish^church is the Supper that the

deed

appointed. Taught by the Scriptu
u»shakably of the opinion that baptism i

in water, and that sprinkling is not a mode of bap-
tism but no baptism at all; and if, as our pedobaptist
brethren believe, one ought to be baptized before
he comes to the table of the Lord, then even upon
pedobaptist grounds our Baptist position is impreg-
nable. When they ask us to abandon it they ask
us either to concede that baptism is not a prere-

quisite to Communion, a concession which they
would not make themselves, or else to admit that

sprinkling is a mode of baptism, a thing which we
can not be persuaded to believe.

"The real point at issue, then, is not one that

touches the terms of Communion, but the ordinance
of baptism; and it does look as if some of our
brethren of other denominations, conscious of the

weakness of their line of argument, in support of

sprinkling and of infant baptism, were only too will-

ing to eva^e the real issue and confuse the minds
of men by flinging opprobrious epithets at us and
calling us ' close Communionists.' Some of our Bap-
tist brethren are so sensitive to such terms of re-

proach that they have sometimes been ready to ask
whether it were not wise and proper, in the interests

of Christian unity, to yield the point which we have
held so long, and admit that even though sprinkling

be not the baptism that the Lord appointed, still, as

it has been approved by so many good men since

the Lord's time, we ought, as a matter of courtesy, to

recognize its validity, or if we can not conscientious-

ly go as far as that, we ought, for the sake of peace,

to be ready to invite to the Lord's table all who es-

teem themselves Christians, even though they have

never been baptized—a thing that other denomina-
tions would not do, and for which there is no war-

rant in the New Testament Scriptures. To such

wavering and sensitive saints it may suffice to say

that the path of duty has ever been found to be the

path of safety, and wherever, as a matter of policy,

the Lord's people have swerved from the plain

teachings of the Scripture they have paid for it

dearly in their subsequent history.

" Our position respecting the ordinances has

served the purpose of a perpetual protest, and so ef-

fectual has that protest been that within a half centu-

ry there has been such progress of Baptist principles

as never before since the times of the apostles. Not
only has our own denomination immensely grown,

but other denominations have been cordially adopt-

ing principles that were once distinctive of us in that

we held them absolutely alone. After the achieve-

ment of such splendid results by the fearlessness

and faithfulness of our adherence to the teachings

and practices of the primitive church, their aban-

donment now, when victory final and complete is so

manifestly near, would be not only the grossest dis-

loyalty, but supremest folly."

QUERISTS' DEPARTMENT.

What is meant by the expression of Jesus in John 10: q, " He
shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and rind pasture?

"

Daniel Bowman.

By the term "go in and out" is meant enjoying

all the rights and privileges of the flock. A sim-

ilar expression is found in Acts t: 21, where Peter

stated that an apostle should be selected from

those who "went in and out among us." It re-

lates to church privileges, enjoyments, and expe-

riences. While enjoying these privileges every

member of the flock will find pasture in adversity as

well as prosperity.

Should we regard things not commanded as sacred? If

not, why keep the first day of the week in honor of the resur-

rection of Christ? Should we not honor Christ every day?

j. W. Jones.

If the example of Christ and the apostles is

worth anything, we have the strongest kind of

evidence in support of keeping the first day of the

week in honor of the resurrection, for we find

the apostles assembled the same evening of

the resurrection; then the evening of the next

first day of the week; also on Pentecost, which

occurred on Sunday; then they met on the first day

of the week to break bread, and the collection for

the saints was recommended for the first day of

105

the week. At the first two gatherings Jesus was
with his disciples. At the next the Holy Ghost
appeared with special power. If custom makes
law, we need not regard the keeping of the first day
of the week as being void of authority, and therefore
not sacred. Most assuredly should we honor Je-
sus every day in the week, but on the first day
of the week we do him special honor by keeping
the day in memory of his resurrection from the
dead.

What is the difference between immortality and eternal
life? Why does not the word and occur between thl word
"immortality" and "eternal life " in Rom. 2: 7. as it does be-
tween "glory and honor and immortality?" The verse reads
thus: "To them who by patient continuance in welt doing
seek for glory and honor and immortality, eternal life."

In a general way of speaking there is no difference

between " immortality " and " eternal life." " Eter-
nal life," at the close of the verse, and set off from
"immortality " by a comma, is employed by way of

emphasis. It gives additional force to the term im-
mortality, and in that case it would not be proper to

use the word and between them. The Syriac ren-

dering of this verse may prove helpful. It is aim-
pie, and reads thus: "To them who, by persever-

ance in good works, seek for glory and honor and
immortality, to them he will give life eternal."

Were the apostles divine? Is it proper to speak of them as
"divine apostles?" |, H. BrubAKER,

Only God, Christ and the Holy Spirit arc di-

vine in the sense the term is generally employed.

The apostles were human, and not divine, unless we
use the term in the sense of pious or hofy. But

since it is not generally employed in that sense,

to speak of the " divine apostles " may be mislead-

ing.

What is the order of the Brethren church when some one
leaves her fellowship and joins another church? Is it proper
to visit and reclaim him? David I'reiilek.

If anything like convenient, send him a visit and

try to reclaim him. If he will not return to the

fold, and confess his mistake, it becomes the du-

ty of the church in council to withdraw fellowship

from him, and so notify him. There may be cases

so defiant and public as to require no special ef-

fort to reclaim the party. A notice of the with-

drawal is always proper,

In case a report, of an evil nature, is circulated against a

member of the church, sufficient to justify an Investigation:

after the investigation the case is reported to the church,

and the report is found to be sustained by sumdcnl testimony,

and upon this testimony the church asks ,111 humble arknnwl -

edgment of said member, but said member denies the truth-

fulness of the report, and pleads his innoreiuy, in the matter.

Now, in such case, what is the propcraltitudc for such member,
—to submit to the wishes of the church, and make the ac-

knowledgment, or because he feels conscientious in the mailer,

refuse to make his acknowledgment, and allow himsell to be
disowned? A Hkothuk.

If the accused knows that he is not guilty of the

charge made against him, it would not be right

for him to acknowledge to it,—that would be con-

fessing to a falsehood. It the church cannot

prove the charge against him she ought not to ask

him to make the acknowledgment. It may be one

of those perplexing cases where the testimony is

not sufficient to outweigh the positive denial made

by a member noted for his truthfulness, and in that

case the matter should be left rest,—trusting to

time to reveal additional facts. Or it may have

to be dismissed and left to final judgment. But

if the church proves the charge beyond question, and

yet the man will not confess to it, she has simply

two complaints instead of one against him. One

is the evil act itself, and the other is telling a false-

hood about it. But under no circumstances

should the church insist upon a member acknowl-

edging to a charge when he knows he is innocent.

If he is guilty, and pleads innocency, and the

proof of his guilt is not clear, it is better to allow

his conscience to lash him into a genuine- confes-

sion. J. h. M.
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THE LITTLE TH1NOS OF LIPE.

Oh, does it sometimes seem, my dear, as though it didn't pay

To do the little things that come with each successive day,—

The trifling things, so small and dull,—oh does it seem to you

That life holds grander duties you long so much to do?

sweep and dust and set the house aright,

lamps and render them all shining, clean am

It's dull to rock the baby when other duties wait,

To patch and mend the little clothes and make the tangle

It's prosy work,

traight.

Oh, 'tis the little things of life that make us what we are,

The happy housewife, or the one whom little troubles mar;

It is the little things we do that make us sweet or sour,

That strew our path with thistles or. with many a lovely flower.

Dear heart, your blessed Master was not too proud to do

The little trifling duties that seem so dull to you.

He labored like the rest of us and so he knows it all.

Then, why should you and I complain when little duties call!

Oh, let us just resolve, my dear, to do them anyway—
The petty, trifling duties that come to us each day,—

So let us gladly do them, nor think them done in vain,

Andi: s their melody t reft;

JUST A PEW LITTLE THINQS.

How t Christian be

to

disrespectful to his

le him, by writing

' Chr"Xmas" instead of

Is it expedient for Christian people to use the

heathen names applying to the days of the week?

When a little child, I thought that Sunday should

always be a day of

ally was cloudy upon that day, I felt that

thing was wrong, for to me, the name of the day

signified God's love to us, manifested in the sun-

shine. History teaches us that those names really

signify idolatry in the worship of the sun, the

moon, and other heavenly bodies. Now it seems

to me that it would be more consistent for God's

faithful children to call each day by its number, as

God does in his holy Word; this would at least be

scriptural. What do our dear Brethren think about

it?«

Is it right for Christ's under-shepherds, his stew-

ards, ambassadors, to advise or instruct Christian

people to give just a little, a tiny portion of their

income to the support of the Gospel,—such a lit-

tle that they will not feel it at all,—for instance,

fifty cents from an income of 8500, or more? I

suppose that most of our brethren have an income

as targe as that. Some of them do not probably

take all the little things into account (especially

the farmers) and do not think their income is so

large. Now that was not the way Jesus talked.

He said to his disciples, " Freely ye have received,

;th all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with

all thy strength, and with all thy mind." And the

second is this, " Thou shalt love thy neighbor as

thyself." There is no room for stinginess and

selfish grasping of worldly wealth in the heart of

the Christian. That person who is not willing to

give up all; yea, even parents, companions and

children, and his own life also, for Christ's sake, is

not worthy of him, and cannot receive his Holy

Spirit until he does crucify self and accept Christ

as his all in all. Without the Spirit of Christ he is

none of his Christ does not want the crumbs that

we might just as well throw away, He has given

his life for us, and he rightfully requires whole

heart service in return. Unless a man (or woman)

will DENY SELF, and take up the cross and fol-

low Jesus, he cannot be his disciple. There are too

many dead people in the church of the living God

to-day. There are too many lukewarm members.

Soon the Lord will become so displeased with

them that he will spew them out. Then where will

that stingy church-member be found?

Ought we, who have been redeemed by the sac-

rifice of God's only begotten Son, give less than

they of olden time, who were required to give a

tenth, besides many other offerings? Dear friends,

many will be surprised when the day of final reck-

oning comas. Jesus will then say, " I was hungry

and ye gave me no meat," " naked, and ye clothed

me not," etc. Thousands are hungry to-day, mil-

lions are perishing without the Gospel which, Jesus

said, his disciples should preach to every creature.

Ah, where is the love that is willing to sacrifice all

for Christ, as the apostles and early Christians did?

Those who give all; are the few that receive his

richest gifts. All things are theirs, and they are

Christ's, and Christ is God's,

It is only our manifest duty one to another to do

unto others as we would have them do unto us. If

we do not look for praise and then get it, so much

the better, and we appreciate it the more. To the

doers, if they are sincere in their labors, it matters

little if praise is forthcoming or not, and they are

our most faithful, cheerful laborers, too. But their

performing a kindly act alone, entitles them to our

most sincere encouragement. If we knew the true

worth and meaning of heart service, great would

be the revelation and, we hope, reform straightway.

Some are weaker and need help more than others.

This is true in all walks of life.

Bear these things in mind, and help, encourage

and praise your struggling brother whenever you

have an opportunity to do so. It may be your

special mission in life to do this, for there i

work for every one, and some one must do this <

Why not you? Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily

as unto the Lord. It will help make the wc

better. You may think it a little thing, but life is

made up of littles, and to promote goodness in

the world, is worth living for. By it we gain eter-

Ladoga, Ind,

—»-« CORRESPONDENCE

uld like tc

"Sell whatsoever then
" To his disciples hi

nd give alms." Luk<

freely give." To thi

become his disciple he

hast and give to the

said, "Sell that ye h:

12: 33'

Paul did not advise the giving of a small portion

of one's means, but, hark! "Ye are not your own."
" Ye are bought with a price." " I beseech you

therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye

present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, and ac-

ceptable unto God, which is your reasonable serv-

ice." I fear that too many overlook the first verse

of the twelfth chapter of Romans, while manifest-

ing zeal for the second. The second is worthless

until the first has been incarnated into our very

heart and mind. "The earth is the Lord's and the

fulness thereof." All things are his.

Oh, how can a Christian be stingy? Stinginess

is selfishness, and Christ cannot reign in the heart

that loves SELF more than God, for the first law

of God is this; "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God

* The names of our days cease to suggest idol worship to

the mind. Long usage has completely eliminated that idea,

and we sec no reason for discontinuing the use of the names.

And while this is true, we like the thought of calling Sunday
the first day of the week, or the Lord's Day, The names are

both Scriptural and suggestive.—Ed.

BY LULA

"Live for something, live in earnest.

Though thy work may humble be,

By the world of men unnoticed,

Known alone to God and thee.

Every act has priceless value

To the achitect of fate;

'Tis the spirit of thy doing,

This alone that makes it great."

The unsearchable riches of God are past finding

out and one of the gems of greatest value, em-

bodied in humanity, is the blessed spirit of benefi-

cence, without hope of reward or praise. One is

so prone to hope for at least a word of praise for

the good one is permitted to do. Often the praise

given is as sounding brass and a tinkling cymbal,

and is not worthy the breath wasted in its utter-

ance. O for more Daniels, to do and dare to stand

alonel Heart service is what we want in both

work and praise. No matter how little the act,

how brief the service or how slight the glance, if

the heart is in it, it is of more importance to God
and mankind than the greatest achievement, most

eloquent sermon, or studied grace imaginable. Re-

on't think me adverse to praise, for it is bene-

I. It is what the world needs for the good it

does. If we would encourage those who are strug-

gling for the higher and better in life, much good

could be accomplished. Don't be afraid to give

them a friendly hand grasp and a helpful word,

but let it be sincere. All men are brothers and it

is their rightful due.

You may never know how much good you have

done, or how many faint souls you have snatched

from the brink of ruin by letting them know that

you have an interest in them, and appreciate their

efforts to do better. Sincerity often sweetens

the bitter in life and makes it endurable. There is

so much sham and deceit about us, that, when we
meet one whom we know to be sincere, in word
and deed, we cannot fail to admire that person and
feel, truly, " Sincerity, thou art a jewel."

Mission Receipts for January, 1897.

(Continued from page 103.)

25 cents; Geo. W. Miller, LaPlace, 44 cents; Belle

Whitmore, Shannon, 50 cents; total,

Indiana.—Spring Creek church, $10.10; Middle-

fork church, $10,10; Mexico church, $10.35; Pleasant

Valley church, $12; Pine Creek church, $13; Linn-

ville Creek church, $24; South Bend church, S17.25;

total,

Maryland—Brownsville church, $67.95; Welsh

Run church, $1; Cherry Grove church, $7.35; Maple

Grove church, Sg.50; Beaver Dam church, $z; total,.

.

West Virginia.—Knobley church, $9.35; Greenland

church, $5.75; total,

Arkansas.—G. R, Hornbeck, Piggot,

Kansas.—h. brother and sister, Overbrook, $i; An-

na Cares, Parsons, 50 cents; , Caney, 25 cents;

total,

Iowa.—Mrs. Hugh E. Watson, Sibley

Michigan.—E. M. Houtz, Edwardsburg,

Interest on Loan to Finifrock,

Total, S

Pennsyl-'ania.—David B. Sell, Newry, Si; a brother

and sister near Waynesboro, $5; some members of

White Oak church, $26.50; a sister of Spring Creek

church, $2; Y. P. Society of C. E., of North Coventry

church, $15; North Coventry church, $15: Mechanics-

burg Sunday school, $10.80; Jacob Gotwaltz and wife,

Oaks, $?; Mountville church, Si; Coventry church, $io;

total, $ 93 3°

Virginia.—Samuel Click and family, S30; a brother

d sister, Sangerville, S5; A. P. Cupp, Sangerville, Si;

Botetourt Missionary Circle, S36; a sister, Woolwine,

J. C. Frantz, Laurel Dale, $5; Topico church,

$2.25 ; total,

Ohio.—Covington Sunday school, $35; Isaac Miller

and wife, West Cairo, $5; Rebecca Miller and daugh-

ter, Lima, $2.50; Freeburg Sunday school, $'o; Mary
Hoover's Sunday school class, Chatham, $7; S. I. Driv-

er and wife, Lima, Si; Silver Creek church, si; G. S.

Byerly and wife, Lima, $10; Mary A. Byerly, Lima, $2;

total

Kansas.— I. B. Overholtzer, Caldwell, $1; a brother

and sister, Overbrook, S15; Cora E. Ort, Corning, 50

cents; McPherson church, $31; Abilene church, 55

cents; Pleasant View Sunday school, S15; total

Michigan.—Thornapple church

Indiana.—Hartford City church, S1.07; Pipe Creek

Sunday school, S7.43; Levi Stump and wife, Ligonier,

$10; Florida J. E. Green, Middletown, 25 cents; total,.

.

Illinois.— I. F. Butterbaugh, Lanark, $1; Hannah
Stridler, Lanark, 75 cents; Anna P. Barnhart, Mans-

field, 50 eents; Oakley church children's meeting, $7;

Levi Shirk and family. Shannon, $4.25; Waddams
Grove church, $4; total

Nebraska.—Bethel church

. Vrain church, ,,,,., ,,•••
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Missouri.—Walnut Gre-ve Sunday school, $5.80;

Varrensburg Sunday school, 45 cents; two sisters, Lee-

jd $2; Mrs. Lydia Minnich, Warrensburg, $1.45; An-

3 C. Minnick, Warrensburg, Si.0.2; total 11 62

Canada.—Martha Cober, Si; John Cober, $2; Nancy

;tover, 15 cents; Catherine Steckley, 35 cents; Jacob P.

Cober, 50 cents; N. P. Cober, $3.50; John Steckley,

$,.50; Nancy Cober, Si ; total, 10 00

Isconsin.—Winona church, 5 o*

,,a.—S. Badger, Panther, I 10

•si Virginia.—Nancy Roby, Three Churches 50

Total, $423 82

{Used only for - in Im

Pennsylvania.—Perry church, Farmer's Grove, $2;

Warrior's Mark church, $3; Kate G. Stover, Nevada

City, Si ; Ccventry church, S16.83; John Gumbert, Orbi-

,
50 cents; F. O. Cloyd, Orbisonia, 50 cents; total, . .$23 i

Hana.—Barbara Lint, Bourbon, $2; Roann Sunday

school, SS; Amos Ellabarger, Cambridge City, 10 cents;

:otal, 10 )

California.—Covins, church, 5 ;

Iowa.—Mrs. Hugh E. Walton, Sibley, S3; Opal Col-

wcll, Lonetree, 51.25; Grundy County church, $1.10; to-

ol "
5 :

Virginia.—Mossy Creek Sunday school, 1.02; a broth-

;r
r
Meyerhoeffer's Store, S2.50; total, 3 <

Missouri.—]. Blackquell, 50 cents; A. P. Peterson and

,vife, So cents; Ira P. Eby and wife, $i; J. R. Groff and

,vife, 50 cents; Warrensburg Sunday school, 10 cents;

otal, * 2 (

Illinois.—Mrs. Garmand, Si; Waddam's Grove con-

gregation, Si.60; total 2 (

Oliio.—S. I. Driver and wife, Lima, $1; Effie Gibson,

'rairie Depot, 81 cents; total 1 1

Maryland,—Welsh Run church 1 1

Oregon.—Coquille Valley church, 1

Interest from Loans, 17 ;

Total $75 :

THE GOSPEL MESS^^QEK.
The Smyrna Orphanage.

[The following letter, dated Dec. 14, was addressed to Bro.
Fercken, and will speak for itself.

—

Ed.

Dear Sir:—
It was a great pleasure to me to visit your

Orphanage and see that ten poor Armenian or-

phans are educated there and properly taken
care of.

Your Orphanage is very clean and orderly, but
what struck me most was the school-room in which
the children were sitting to study their lessons, es-

pecially that little girl, seven years old, who was
able to read English fluently in such a short time.
I am sure that you are doing very well, and that

gradually your institution will grow larger and
your orphans increase.

I am one of that afflicted nation. I feel much
obliged both to you and your church, and thank
you for all that you are enabled to accomplish
here for the victims of the recent massacres.

Of course this is like a drop in the ocean. How
many more would like to enjoy the blessings of a

home, and so I trust that the time is not far dis-

tant when the walls of your orphanage will be en-

larged and more orphans find there what they
have lost,—a loving father as you seem to be for

them.

It is with pleasure and a grateful heart that I

address this unsolicited letter.

Yours Respectfully,

Takouhie H. Handjian,
Principal of the Armenian Girls' School.

Smyrna, Asia Minor.

mas.—]. P. Strickler, Ramona, S2.50; South Mor-
rill church, S6.45; Slate Creek church, 50 cents; Abilene

church, Sl.60; Edna Jones, Independence, S3.50; total,. .£14. 55

insylvania.—Huntsdale Sunday school, $11.32;

Lewis Reed, Saxton, 50 cents; total, n 82

Virginia.—Bridgewater College, S7-5o; Mary Shawver,
Maurertown, 50 cents; total, 8 00

Missouri.—Warrensburg Sunday school, 5 30
Kentucky.—Campbellsville church, 1 62
lovja.—Franklin County Sunday school, I 45
Ohio.—Palestine church, 50

Total $43 24

Pennsylvania. — Perry church, Farmers Grove, $2;

Rachel P. Zigler, Middle Spring, 50 cents; Quemabon-
ng church, S9.40; Indian Creek church, Sio; F. O.
-loyd, Orbisonia, 50 cents; John Gumbert, Orbisonia, 50
:ents

; total, S22 90
Indiana—Barbara Lint, Bourbon, $2; Levi Stump and

wife, Ligonier, Sio; total 12 00

ua,—Mrs. Mary A. Troxel, Melbourne, $5; Mrs,
Hugh E. Walton, Sibley, S3; total, S 00
California.—Covina church, 6 75
Who.—Sarah Swartz, Ashland, 5 00

Missouri.—]. Blackquell, 50 cents ; J. R. Groff and wife,
io cents; sister W. Edwards, 50 cents; A. P. Peterson
mdwife, 75 cents; Ira P. Eby and wife, $1; Warrens-
burg Sunday school, Si. 50; total 4 75
West Virginia.— Sarah Frantz, Dawson, $1; Moses

and Sophia P. Fike, Eglon, S3.60; total, 4 60
Oregon.—Coquille Valley church, 4 25
Virginia.—A brother, MeyerhoeEfers Store, 2 Jo
Mary/and.—Welsh Run church I 50
fttiHoiSr-Anna. P. Barnhart, Mansfield 50
Aunsas.—Abilene church,

So

Total "•••
S73^S

SUMMARY.

A"™d=™ is5i°"s $1,134 59 S2,I22 32^a M,„or M.ssion „ 3J m j,^.^T'acFund 583^ .,070 I
IniiaMission™

5 '"" 43 *<
cm °" 75 26 205 03^yrna Orphanage, 42382
Washington Meetinghouse, 1,04, 04 4. 39

T°ta
,

1 S3.376oo S3.7I3 84
Total number of tracts sent out, 84,081 18,947

L0RRECTioN._In November report, Lydia Hylton, Olathe,
' *2'

shouI<* be credited to Fairview church, Mo.

to, Morrit, ///,
Gbm

-
M,8B

'
and Tract Cow '

had the

Prom Hutchinson, Kans.

Jan. 29 Bro. W. RT Miller, of Chicago, stopped
off with us on his way to the Salem congregation,

Nickerson, Kans., where he is now engaged in a

series of meetings, and gave us three edifying dis-

courses, endearing himself to us all. On Sunday
morning he gave a brief account of the Chicago
Mission, in its infancy and its present condition,

which was very interesting to those of us who are

interested along that line. We are always glad for

the coming of those whose hearts are alive in the

Lord's work. Not only are we glad, but strength-

ened, built up, encouraged. None but those who
stand shoulder to shoulder in the great work of

speak comfortingly and intelligently,

may thank God and take courage. We also

e of our dear elder, E, Eby, whose
presence always brings sunshine to our souls.

It is pleasant to notice the zeal of our young con-

verts. I wish we could always keep alive this first

love in every child of God.

Some of the people come five or six miles

through the cold, day and night, to attend the ser-

vices, bringing their little children with them.

J. P. Harshbarger.
Feb. 1.

-

Notes by the Way.

We just closed a few meetings, held in the court-

house in Girard, Kans., the County-seat of Craw-

ford County. We made a special effort to learn

the facilities afforded for doing city mission work.

Bro, J. W. Wampler, who lives ten miles from the

city, but is well acquainted with all the business

men, was on hand with a bundle of Messengers

and tracts, which he distributed. He was also

busy inviting people to the meeting. At the close

of the first evening's services a man came forward

and grasped our hands warmly, and said that he

had been a member of the Brethren church eight

years, which were the happiest in his life. Hav-

ing wandered to the West from Indiana, and not

having the support of the religious influence, which

is afforded by association with members, he, at

last, gave way to habits which were not good. We
give this instance, as an example of many who are

swallowed up, in our cities, by other denomina-

tions, by secret societies, and by the world. Had
we churches in cities, we could not only retain

many members who are lost to us, but we could

atfti iilany who are inclined ts be with us,

107

There are all kinds of people in the cities, as
well as in the country. Even among the upper
classes, there are some like Dionysius, the Areopa-
gite, and Damaris, who are ready to accept the
Truth as it is in Christ Jesus.

In my investigation I found quite a number who
had lived in communities of Brethren, and were
well acquainted with them. I met many others
who had married into Brethren's families, and I

also found a fair representation of the sons and
daughters of Brethren. Some are hopelessly swal-
lowed up by other denominations; others are
wrapped up in secret societies, while not a few are
anxious to help in building churches, and main-
taining the principles of the Brethren.

Our Bible Normal at Monmouth closed Jan. 27.
The interest was excellent throughout, though the
weather was sometimes inclement. We were espe-
cially gratified with the work done by the young
ministers. Eight churches were represented.
This congregation is the home of Martin Neher

and Robert Edgecomb, two pioneers in this part
of the West, whose best days are now past, but
their faith and zeal for the welfare of Zion has not
abated. s. Z. Sharp.

McPherson, Kans. *

From the Dry Valley Church, Pa.

We have completed our new churchhouse in

Lewistown. Jan. 3 Bro. James A. Sell preached
the dedicatory sermon to a full house. He said the

citizens of Lewistown ought to be glad that such a

plain people have come among them. He asked
the question, "If one-half the population of Lew-
istown would unite with the Brethren, what disad-

vantage would it be to the other half?" Let us

pray that there may be an ingathering of souls at

this place!

Bro. J, A. Myers preached at the same place the

following evening, after which Bro. Sell preached
eleven successive sermons. He labored earnestly,

and, although there were no additions to the church

by baptism, we feel that to each member was add-

ed new strength and courage.

During these seasons of worship we are made to

think much of our departed father who always en-

joyed having the "Brethren come and labor for and
with us.

We should endeavor to labor more earnestly for

the establishment of churches in our towns and
cities. The nickels and dimes alone that our peo-

ple spend for candy and tobacco might build many
a churchhouse where weary, starving souls could

enter, and find rest and comfort.

Minnie E. Howe.
Maitland, Pa., Feb, 1.

Orphanage Notes.

—Four of our first orphans,—three boys and one

girl,—have already finished their Primer. They
know it thoroughly, read it fluently, and can spell

every word of it. We think they are clever chil-

dren to have mastered a foreign language so rap-

idly! They shall now have to pass to the " First

Reader."

—We are very much pleased with the Com-
munion set which the First Brethren church

in Philadelphia presented to the First Brethren

church in Smyrna. We hope to use it for the first

time at our next love feast, which will be held, D.

V„ on Maundy-Thursday, April 15. The brethren

and sisters in Smyrna appreciate very much this

gift of a sister church in America!

—Our orphans are great bread-eaters. The heavi-

est item in daily expenses runs in flour and bread.

They would eat the "staff of life " in preference to

any other well-prepared dish. Their eyes are wide

open, when, sitting at table, the servant comes in

with a tray, heaped up with slices of bread.

—Morning prayers before school opens, is a de-

light to our orphans. Some verses are read from

the New Testament in the Armenian language,

Then some remarks are passed by me in the Eng-

lish language, which are translated by our Ar-

menian teacher- 1 always try to use illustrations
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rill remain engraved in theii
or some stories that

memories.

—If there be a virtue that we a

culcate in their tender hearts, it

for if the "love of money" be th

the Americans, surely lying is th

the Sultan's subjects! It is a v

eradicate; and as nou

tree grow straight, w
when their hearts, an>

yet very tender.

—The children have already learned all the vers-

es of the hymn, "Coronation." Sister Fercken

has taki

: the time t<

avail oursel\

minds, and

anxious to in-

TRUTHFULNESS,

national sin of

national sin of

e very hard to

see the young

:s of the present

and I

correctly.

ious to

ch trouble in teaching them the tune,

testify that they sing it very well and

w teaching them the words

:r, My God, to Thee." We are very anx-

istablish here a good singing congregation,

for we seem to have much difficulty with the grown

people.

—Wet
church, who is very

Methodist. He loves

the Word, that h

gives loud, verbal

not mind the nois

on the contrary, v

—We give belc

Armenian, not a member of our

« an old fashioned

h the preaching of

Iways nods with his head, and

isent te all that is said. We do

of this Methodist,

love it because it is inspirin;

the names of our twelve

Brethren church In

two per cent south.

The Brethren h

North, probably s

They have spread

berland and Shen

and but

figure so promi-

d so little in the

part was origin-

rith the age and the pla j they came from:

Uriah

Ceasaria

Afion Kar.ihissiu

Ceasaria

.Ceasaria

.Ceasaria

pha

Hagop Sakajian, aged 13

Arstaag Keshishisian, aged II

Artin Der Nigogosian, aged 11

Haig Hovhanessian, aged II

Lucas Hovhanessian, aged q

Karnig Anoushian, aged 9

Stepan Keshishian, aged 11

Mihran Keshishian, aged 8

Vartanoush Der Karekinian, aged 8, Menemcn

Surpouhi Papazian, aged 10, Karalasb (Smvrna)

Fortineh Papazian, aged 9 Karatash (Smyrna)

Zabel Pishtolian, aged 12 Sbaboun Karahissar

known to all the Fraternity,

killed in Ceasaria. Karnig is

parents were killed in the mas-

nd Mihran are motherless, and all

e plundered. Vartanoush is the

rmenian priest, who fled from the

i of Constantinople. She also is mother-

Zabel was robbed by the Turks, and does

i north of that

Why is this?

e a stronghold, here in the

lerior to any denomination,

iouthwest through the Cum-

ldoah Valleys, where many

large and prosperous churches are established.

Westward they have spread through the United

States with the same result. One can talk with

many north of the above line, about the South-

west and West, and they seem to know all about

it, but talk to them about Southern Lancaster

County, and they know less about it than some far-

away points.

One reason why the Brethl

nently in the northern part,

southern, is because the north

ally settled by Palatinates, and the south by

Scotch-Irish, The Brethren, naturally, preached

to those of their own tongue,—the Germans,—and,

when emigrating, followed the limestone valley

they first settled in, of which the Cumberland and

Shenandoah are continuations.

It is only within recent years that the tide of

emigration started in the southern direction,

so far it was a very small one by the Breth:

Meetings were held for some years in a little rail-

road town, called Refton, about seven miles south

of Lancaster City. Further south the Brethren's

ermons were few and far between. The writer

ves fifteen miles, in a bee line, south of the city,

nd in this part two sisters lived before 1896. In

he spring of that year, five families settled here,

/hich swelled the membership to sixteen. There

i room for many families more. Here they can

et cheap homes, in comparison to those in the

lorthern part. Families that are well established

n the doctrine of the church would be a valuable

ddition. The people here are sociable. Many

for the principal any more, but only for a part of

what you have gained therewith. Remember that

"it is more blessed to give than to receive. "'

have mercy, we beg, for Jesus' sake! Now is the

time. Please do not let the opportunity slip!

Pray for us! Geo. Bocher.

Mechanic Grove, Lancaster Co., Pa., Jan. jr.

From Clarkson, Okla.

The District Mission Board of Oklahoma met at

the Paradise Prairie church, Jan. 23. Considerable

business came before the meeting and was dis-

posed of, as far as we were able. We feel very sor.

ry that we have not the means to push forward the

work of evangelizing this great Territory of Okla-

homa. Many calls must go unheeded, and a great

opportunity is lost, by not having means to get

Brethren to work who have the cause at heart, and

are not ashamed to declare the Gospel to a dying

world. The people in this country are yet finan-

cially poor, hence more easily reached. The Board

has chosen Bro. N. S. Gripe as evangelist. He is

an approved workman, full of zeal and energy.

He has made preparation to do a good work dur-

the We ha the list ju

Hagop's story

Arshag's father \

a lame boy whos

sacres. Stepan i

their goods wei

daughte

not kn

Friends, or Quak
Che Methodists and Presby-

the majority. The Baptists

respectable numbers. The

a stronghold a little north

ntly, is the place of their

whether her father and mother are still

alive or dead. The last four names are girls. All

the others are boys.

The reader will be surprised to hear that the

Armenians celebrate Christmas on the 6th of Jan-

uary, Old Style, or the 19th day of the same month,

New Style. They have not, like the Catholics and

Greeks, two different days for Christmas and

Epiphany; but celebrate the birth of our Lord and

his Epiphany (or adoration by the wise men) on

the same day. G. J. Fercken.

Smyrna, Asia Minor.

From Southern Lancaster County, Pa.

Lancaster County, Pa., figures prominently in

history, not only agriculturally, and in ether wor-

thy matters, but also religiously. Without sped

tying the different religious beliefs in this County

I will say that in the early history of the Brethrer

church in America, the Conestoga congregation, o

which the writer is a member, was organized sim-

ultaneously with Coventry, Chester County.

In course of time Conestoga was divided, with

subsequent subdivisions, so that at present this

County has Conestoga, Conestoga West, Ephrata.

White Oak, Mountville, Chicques and Lancaster

City churches. Conestoga West, in common par-

lance is called Middle Creek, and I believe it

were more satisfactory all around, if that were the

the first setth

many are here yet

terians, I think, ha'

and Mennonites hi

River Brethren ha

from us. That, e\

origination.

During the ten months the writer has lived here,

we had forty meetings in previously unoccupied

territory. Though the writer did but a fraction of

the preaching, yet, I trust, that by pitching his

tent here, it was multiplied; and he hopes to be an

auxiliary to the Brethren's preaching in the fu-

Between the most southern members of this

church, and the most northern, of Ridgely church,

Eastern Shore of Maryland, there is a territory

unoccupied by the Brethren, of about eighty miles.

Bro. J. Y. King is the elder in charge of that

church.

Who, of all the members, especially of those in

Eastern Pennsylvania and the Eastern Shore, does

not feel a prayerful interest to more aggressively

occupy this long-neglected part of God's footstool?

The writer prays to see the day,—and who does

not?—when Eastern Pennsylvania and the Eastern

Shore will meet in this unoccupied territory, by

aggressive mission work, and drive the "golden

twelve calls that ought to be improved. Even the

colored people,—of whom there are many,— are

calling for the Bread of Life. Could they be in-

duced to accept the plan of salvation, they might

be a power for good, in this southern country.

They are a people that are quite liberal in the way

of building churches and supporting church work

generally. So you see that there is a large field

opened (right at our door) for doing good. The

Brethren of Oklahoma are awakening to the mis-

sion cause, and already a number have made pledg-

es to use the proceeds of at least one acre of cot-

ton, to help to do mission work. I hope, by the

grace of God, they may be blessed accordingly!

Just stop and think a moment, what would be the

result, if every brother or head of a family would

set aside the proceeds of only om acre for the Lord

this coming year! Let us try it!

Kate M
J. H. M

Feb..

Death of Eld. David Long.

But the object of this article is not to discuss

things like that. These churches have a member-

ship of about two thousand. If we draw a line

east and west, about three miles south of Lancas-

ter City, we have about two-thirds of th

north of that line, and one-third soui

spike."

There is

meetingho

, 1897, at I o'clock, Eld. David Long, ont

ost prominent and aged citizens of Fair-

play, Washington County, Md„ passed away, ageo

nearly seventy-seven years,

active up to four days p:

attacked by p:

Bro. Long associated

when a young man. He \

try when thirty yea

/as vigorous

his death,

which ended his

nself with the chute*

; elected to the r

e. Since that tin

has labored faithfully for the upbuilding of the

jresided, but al

d upon to go.

e he met, becai

which he knew

the v.'!:''

nmittee 1

on foot a proposition to build

ere. At last District Meeting we

ded to the sympathy of the ad-

s for aid to put up a house. A
itly acted on the location, size, and

probable cost of it, and appeals have been sent to

the proper churches. If any, anywhere, feel slight-

ed for want of a personal appeal, they will please

take this for one, and pardon our negligence.

There are only a few here who are able to con-

tribute, and one of the number made himself

amenable for about one fourth the cost. Will not

two thousand other members make themselves re-

sponsible for the balance? Now please think and

pray a little! Your money should have been spent

territory
J

for this purpose many years ago, but, instead, you

About I had it to speculate with, because no one stirred up

ety-eight per cent of the membership of the I the Lord's cause here; and 1 : do not ask yo

congregate

at other points wherever

!e endeared himself to al

of his .strict adherence ti

that which he kilew was right. He possessed thi

most sound and profound judgment in all things'

pertaining to the true interests of the church,

this gave to him more than ordinary prominence-

He was not only admired, because of his soun'

judgment, but the humble way in which he ma*

use of his powers. He often suffered unjust cell-

sure because of the straightforwardness of hi!

work in meeting the evils, as they pressed 1

the borders of the church he loved, yet he w

move along with undaunted courage.

His counsels in church work were always deep-

ly respected, and frequently I resorted to him

counsel when my way would appear dark bef°"

Hi, sels nld.
.ryland

\ment. He often represented West

Annual Meeting, and would prove

efficient exponent of church principles and gove"

ment.

Bro. Long was the father of eleven children

five sons and six daughters,—all living at this tin

His family appeared to be the greatest pride
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j 3 life, and his godly influence over his children

as been such that they all, early in life, sought

afety in the fold. Four of his sons are ministers

of high standing, proving themselves workmen that

ed not be ashamed. Three of his sons-in-law

stand in the front, as ministers in the church.

At the funeral there were thirteen ministers

present, six of whom officiated as bearers. The
services were conducted by the writer, assisted by

Eld. E. VV. Stoner and others. Peace be to his

ashes! D. F. Stouffer.

Bencvola, Md.,Jan. 28.

Notes x from x our x Correspondents.

Roanoke, La. — The Roanoke church met in

council Jan. 16. All business was disposed of

pleasantly. Officers were elected for the coming
year. Our Sunday night meetings are well attend-

ed.—Myrtle Sutphin, Feb. 2.

Salem Church, Kans.—We held our quarterly

council Jan. 30. We surely had a good meeting.

Ilro. Elmer Price was advanced to the second de-

gree of the ministry. Bro W, R. Miller of Chica-

s preaching for us at present. He commenced
Jan. 31.

—

L. E. Fahrney, Ster'ing, Kans., Feb. 2.

Nappanee, Ind.—Oi
panee commenced Ja

/•;/..

w.

s of meetings in Nap-
Bro. J. C. Murray is

hope the Lord will

we want to see

come to Christ! The in-

good.

—

Mrs. Nettie Johnson,

Thornapple Church, Mich,—Bro. M. M. Sher-

ick, one of our home ministers, began meetings at

>ur west house Jan. 9, and closed Jan. 28, with one
idded to the fold, and others, we believe, deep-

ly impressed. Bro. Sherrick delivered twenty- one
well prepared sermons, while with us.—G. R. Leice,

E'mdale, Mich
, Jan. 30.

South Poplar Ridge, Ohio.—Bro. J. C. Murray,
oi Nappanee, Ind., came to us Jan. n and preached

I

until the evening of Jan. 26, delivering, in all

eighteen sermons. His preaching was instructive.

Though none were made willing to accept Christ,

»e expect an ingathering in the near future.—Ella
Noffsinger, Defiance, Ohio, Jan. jo.

Sumption Prairie, Ind. — The Brethren of the
South Bend congregation held a series of meetings

nencing Jan. I, lasting two weeks. Bro. Zol-
lid the preaching, which was excellent. We

[look for good results in the future. Our council
occurred during the meetings, and passed off

pleasantly.—Isaac Whitmer, Jan. 28.

Hartford City, Ind.—We are in the midst of a
series of meetings in the Hartford City church.
Our elder, Bro. Levi Winklebleck, is preaching for
us

- We have a thirty-minute song service each
evening. Sister Ellis, of Hagerstown, Ind., has
charge of the song service. The interest is good.
We believe much good will be done.—Rostlla Hol-
troft, Feb. J.

109

1, 111.—We have just closed an interest-
ed enjoyable series of meetings. Bro. M.
1, of Girard, 111., commenced meetings Jan. 9,
:losed Jan. 31, preaching, in all, twenty-seven

sermons, full f Gospel truths. He gave us many
8°°d instructions which, I hope, will not be in
pm. Owing to the extreme cold, the attend-

i not so good. While there were no imme-
:essions, we know many are near the king-

F°m.—Bernice Ashmore, Feb. 2.

Thornton, W. Va.-Bro. Jonas Fike, of Eglon,
>">» to the Antioch church Dec. 26, 'and

meetings the same evening. He de-

leav
tWdVe G°Spel sermons

'
Then he had t0

Bum'
US a"d thC h°me minislers continued the

^ tings three nights longer. Two were baptized.

.
' W'cant, whose husband refused to let her

ure

e

'c
lhe church

. says she will come in the fu-

Im>« . !
has been a mem °er of the Free Will

P"St Ch«rch.-C. W. Anrwnjan.31.

South Elver Church, Iowa.—Bro. Stephen Yo-
der came to us Jan. 7, preaching, in all, twenty-
eight sermons. The crowd was large, most of the
time. One dear brother made the good confession
and was baptized, to walk in newness of life. One
is awaiting baptism. We believe that many were
deeply impressed.—R. E. Walt, Truro, Iowa.

Markleysburg, Pa.—Our meetings at the Asher
Glade house closed with six accessions by confes-
sion and baptism. We intended to commence
meetings at the Bethel house Feb. 7, but, on ac-
count of sickness in the family of the writer, it

may be postponed. "The Lord doeth all things
well; blessed be his holy namel"—Jasper Barnt-
house, Feb. 2.

Keota, Iowa. — Bro. A. Wolf, of Libertyville,

Iowa, met with us Jan. 7, and continued until the
evening of Jan. 10. He preached five very inter-

esting sermons. We had a collection for Foreign
Missions, amounting to S4.52. We had very fair at-

tendance at our meetings, and good interest. Any
minister, passing through here, is invited to stop
with us, and give us a few sermons.—S. L. Bureer,
Jan.27.

La Forge, Mo. — We are having meetings at

home. Roads are muddy, but the interest is good.
Two have come out on the Lord's side. They are
young but earnest. One is my oldest daughter,
ten years past. Three were baptized at Poplar
Bluff last month. The prospects for churches in

the South is becoming more encouraging. I be-
lieve the best thing to do in a new place is to get
several subscribers for the Gospel Messenger. It

is a powerful preacher.

—

Ira P. Eby, Feb, 3,

McPherson, Kans.—Bro. J. J. Yoder, of Monitor,
Kans., has conducted a three weeks' series of meet-
ings for us. Bro. Yoder's labors have been faith-

ful and efficient. The visible results are, six con-
fessions, saints encouraged to a higher life, and sin-

ners so impressed as may yet cause some of them
to yield'to the pleadings of the Spirit. Eld. John
Wise, of Conway Springs, Kans., is now with us,

delivering a series of doctrinal sermons, this being
a part of the work of the Bible term now in ses-

sion.— C. E. Arnold, Feb. 2.

South Bend, Ind.—The St. Joseph church held a
very enjoyable series of meetings, conducted by
Eld. I. L. Berkey, of Goshen, Ind. During that

time three sisters were added to the church by
baptism. The four congregations, adjoining the

City of South Bend, recently held a joint council,

at which the subject of forming a city congrega-

tion, and building a suitable church, centrally lo-

cated, were duly considered. Resolutions were
adopted, to be presented to the churches interested,

for their consideration.

—

C. M. Wenger, Feb. 4.

Mogadore, Ohio.—Jan. 9 Bro. A. I. Heestand, of

Smithville, Ohio, commenced a series of meetings
in the Springfield church, and closed Jan. 20. He
preached, in all, seventeen able and convincing ser-

mons. On the last day the ice was removed from
the water, and during as evere snow-storm eight

precious young souls were baptized by Bro. Hee-
stand. They were all raised under the influence of

the Brethren and were all Sunday school scholars.

One that had strayed away made application to be

received into the fold, which will be attended to in

due time.

—

Jacob Mishler, Jan. 24.

Sand Brook Church, N. J.—A series of meetings

began at this church Jan. 10, and continued until

Jan. 31. Bro. B. F. Kittinger, of Ambler, Pa.,

preached the first four sermons. After that the

meetings were conducted by our home brethren,

Eld. C. W. Moore and Bro. W. M. Howe. Not-

thstanding the unfavorable weather, we had a

very good meeting and good attendance. One
young sister was baptized. We believe that oth-

ire considering the all-important question.

During the last three months eleven have been bap-

tized, and one reclaimed. Our Sunday school is

being kept up this winter. A weekly prayer meet-

ing has been started, and a weekly Bible class is

conducted by Bro. Howe, in his home at Sergeants-

ville.—

;

Jennie F. Green, Sergeantsville, N.J., Feb. 2.

Mohawk Valley Church, Ore.—We met in quar-
terly council at the church Jan. 23 Our minister,
Bro. Philip Workman, presided at the meeting!
All business was pleasantly disposed of. Bro.
Josiah Royer was elected Superintendent of the
Sunday school for the coming year. We have
preaching and social meeting twice each month.—
Kate K. Drury, Mabel, Ore., Jan. 30.

Upper Twin, Ohio—Our quarterly council-meet-
ing occurred yesterday. A great deal of business
was transacted, which, we trust, will result in good
to our congregation. One dear wanderer from the
fold was restored to membership. May he prove to
be a shining light in the future! Five members
were received by letter and five dismissed by let-

ter. Superintendents were elected for our two
Sunday schools. Missionary solicitors were ap-
pointed, The church being without a resident
elder, decided to call Bro. John Calvin Bright to
assist in our work. Arrangements were made to
have Eld. S. R. Zug and wife, of Pennsylvania, vis-

it our church in the near future. They will visit

several other churches in the Valley—,4. 67. Cross-
white, Gratis, Ohio, Feb. 5,

Antioch Ohuroh, Va.—Bro. A. Hutchison com-
menced preaching for us on the evening of Jan, 10
and continued each evening for two weeks, with
the exception of two evenings. Notwithstanding
the inclement weather during the meetings, we had
good attendance throughout the services. While
there were no additions, we have every reason to

believe that there has been much good done. The
church has been greatly revived and the uncon-
verted have been made to think. Bro. Hutchison
did some able preaching while with us. We hope
our members will see the necessity of organizing a

Sunday school and laboring for a higher develop-
ment in Christian life! Bro. Hutchison, while in

our County, insisted on a more general introduction

of the Gospel Messenger, and more work in the
Sunday schools. — G. W. Naff, Gogginsville, Va.,

Jan.27 .

Lewistown Church, Pa.— Our quarterly council

was held Dec. 26. We had a good meeting. Sis-

ter Minnie Howe was elected as our church cor-

respondent. It had been our desire for some time
to build a house of worship in Lewistown, and we
were moved to commence the building the past

summer. The good Lord blessed us, and by Jan,

3, 1897, we had it ready to dedicate to his service.

Eld. James A. Sell was with us, and preached the

dedicatory sermon. We continued the meeting
nearly two weeks. These meetings were well at-

tended and quite an interest shown. While there

were no accessions to the church, the members
were much encouraged and lasting impressions

made. We feel very thankful to our Heavenly
Father for this comfortable place of worship in

our County town. We have three services each

Lord's Day, preaching at 10: 30 A. M., Sunday
school at 3 P. M., and Bible class at 7 P. M. We
have three evergreen Sunday schools in our con-

gregation.—5. /. Swigart, Jan. 31.

Donnel's Creek Church, Ohio.—Bro. D. L. Miller

closed the meetings at the Donnel's Creek house

one week ago yest-rday, with the best of interest

and attendance. Four precious souls were bap-

tized into Christ. The same evening he com-

menced meetings in the Brethren's church at New*
Carlisle, where the interest and attendance are

good. Though the house is quite large, yet many
who come cannot be accommodated, for lack of

room, and have to return home. The meetings are

to continue till next Sunday, but should continue

longer. Bro. Miller gave us thirteen Bible Land
Talks, including his trip around the world. Be-

sides he delivered thirteen sermons and gave one

address to the children at Donnel's Creek and at

New Carlisle. So far he has given us eight ser-

mons and five Bible Land Talks. All have been

full of instruction, and, we trust, may be the means

of doing much good to the I onor and glory o.

God. Sister Miller also arrived at Forgy two

weeks ago, which adds much to the interest of the

meetings.

—

Henry Frants, Forgy, Ohio, Feb. 4,
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Maple Grove Church, Ohio.— Bro,

Perry McKimmey, of Metamora, Ohio,

commenced a sesies of meetings at the

church, Jan. 9- He closed Jan. 25, aft-

er preaching, in all, twenty-six soul-

cheering sermons. Pour precious souls

w^re made willing to forsake s'n and

follow the meek°and lowly Master.-

Sarak J. Price, Deshter, Ohio, Jan. 26.

Blue Creek Church, Ohio—We met

in quarterly council Jan. 23, and, while

the work was not pleasant, everything

was adjusted in a satisfactory manner.

We have Sunday school every Sunday.

With Bro. W. O. Hall as our Superin-

tendent, the work is progressing finely.

We also have meeting every first and

third Sunday of each month.— C. E.

Burkepile, Dague, Ohio, Jan. 30.

Twin Valley Church, Ohio.— Bro,

David Filbrum, of Brandt, Ohio, com-

menced meetings Jan. 9, delivering, ir

all, twenty-five interesting sermons

Two precious souls were made willing

to come out on the Lord's side, and

were baptized. Many more were deep-

ly impressed. On Sunday evening,

Jan. 24, Bro. Kilbrum held an interest-

ing children's meeting. The weather

being favorable, most of the time, we

had good attendance at our meetings.

—L. E. Ulrich, Larder, Ohio, Jan. 28.

Price's Creek Church, Ohio.— Our

regular quarterly council occurred Jan.

28. Our elder, Tobias Krider, had

charge of the meeting. All the busi-

ness passed off pleasantly. We gave

letters of membership to two. The

church reorganized its Sunday school

for the year, by electing superinten-

dents. Bro. A. G. Crosswhite is hold-

ing a series of meetings for us at this

time. The interest is good and we

hope that it will be the means of bring-

ing many souls to Christ.

—

Geo. H.

Petry, West Baltimore, Ohio, Feb. I.

Bells, Tenn.—As sister Lizzie M.

Grater has recently called attention to

the need of more laborers in the South,

and recommends Benton County, we

feel to call attention to the same work,

and urge brethren and sisters who can

and will, to come and see our country,

the people, and the work that is here

to do, for themselves. The demand

for faithful workers is always great.

They are what we need and want at

this place. Then, if you are contem-

plating a change, wilt you not come to

Crocket County, where a few members

are already lo;ated and dting what

they can for Jesus?

—

Mary E. Teeter^

Jan. 28.

Kidder, Mo.— 1 am again able to sit

up and write. I had been sick for

long time with la grippe, but hope to

soon be out again. Our new church-

in Kidder is nearing completion,

and we hope to be able to dedicate it

soon. We cannot report any acces-

sions by baptism. We have received

eight members by letter since last

April, and there are some more here

whose letters have not yet bi

and still others

Philadelphia, Pa- Bro D. F. Stout-

er held a two weeks' series of meet-

ngs for us, beginning Jan. 3. and clos-

ng Jan. 17. He labored earnestly in

behalf of Zion. During the meeting;

en confessions of faith

were continued anothei

ro. Stouffer left us, witr

:onfession. Others an

counting the cost and coming. Sinc<

Jan. I nineteen have been baptized

Some seven or eight are to be baptized

soon. Among those baptized was Bro

L. Frank Haas, who has been a sue

cessful minister in another church fo:

about thirteen years. He was led to

the Truth mainly by reading our tracts.

Last Monday evening he was elected

to the ministry by our church. The

Lord bless his work everywhere!— T.

T. Mytrs,Jan. 29.

Winterset, Iowa.—On Sunday, Jan

17, Bro. Abraham Wolf, of Liberty-

1, began a series of meetings

ur schoolhouse and preached

courses,—the last ones being

nal points. Owing to la

grippe and inclement weather, our con-

ations were small, but we had

d attention and felt that the Lord

there. Our meetings closed a lit-

sooner than contemplated

GARST.— Tn the Maple Grove church, John-

. .11 C«„ Kans., Jan. 22, 1897, Bro. John M.

Garst, aged 71 years, 3 months and 22 days.

Deceased was born in Roanoke County, Va.,

I, 1825. He was married to Mary Bru-

baker in 1846. This union was blessed with

ighl children, seven of whom grew to maturi-

ty and all united with the church. One son

and two daughters preceded him to the spirit

world. Bro. John was a member of the church

fifty years, and served the church a number

of years as Treasurer. Funeral services con-

ducted by Bro. I. H. Crist from Luke 23: 28.

IdaS. Crist.

ROWLAND—At the Old People's Home,

.Mo 1 disi «,Jai

She has

tO (
- brothe illn As this

feel much elated point,

aged and built up, and while there

were no additions to the church, we

believe many good impressions were

made. We hereby tender to the Mis-

sion Board of the Southern District of

Iowa our sincere thanks for sending

our dear brother to labor among

Mis labors of love were much appreci-

ated by us, isolated as we are from the

visible body of the church.—/^
A/at/his, Jan. 25.

... FALLEN t ASLEEP

,ho

ead,

liming. We hope,

when our house is done, we shall be

able, by the help of God, to call many
from darkness to light. There are beau-

tiful homes in this land of sunshine,

and again I say. Write me at Kidder,

Mo., enclose a two-cent stamp, and I

will send you some valuable informa-

tion respecting our country.

—

Wm. C.

Bipes, Feb. 1.

JLLEY.—Six miles east of Carrington,

)ak., Jan. 4, 1897, of malarial blood poison-

Bro. William L. Pulley, aged 34 years, 7

ihs and 3 days. He was a minister in the

nd degree, and one much beloved by his

congregation. He moved to North Dakota

Sept. I, 1896, where he remained until his

death. He had been weakly for a long time,

suffering severely from boils, caused by vitiat-

ed blood. He moved to his home in North

Dakota, hoping to become well again, but his

system was too badly undermined to recover,

and he passed peacefully away at the begin-

ning of the new year. Only about three weeks

before this, his son, a bright and promising lad

of eleven years, was called away by death from

malaria, the germs of which disease

bibed, along with his father, from impure

water at his old home. The father's death,

following so soon upon the son's, was a sore

sister Pulley, but in that new land

there were kind friends raised up to adminis-

in her grief. The Northern Pacific

:auceled their contract and refunded

loney paid as first payment on the

land, and had the body of the son exhumed
and brought to Somerset, Ind., together with

the body of the father, and an attendant. Sis-

ter Pulley, with the remaining children, was
also brought back,—all at the expense of the

railroad company. J. S. Alldredge.

BAKER.—In Newton, Kans., Jan 1,1897,0!

membranous croup, Chauncy, son of Joseph E.

and Clara Baker, and grandson of J. H. Baker,

aged 2 years, 11 months and 8 days. He took

sick on Christmas Day, and after one week of

intense suffering, passed away. Services by

Mr. Miller. We followed the remains to the

Newton Cemetery, and, while little Cbauncy's

body was lowered out of sight, we felt happy

that the Lord Jesus has made the crossing of

Sister Nancy Rowlrnd, aged about

Sister Rowland endearad herself

around her by a cheerful disposition,

gone to her reward! Funeral services at

Salem meetinghouse by Eld. D. E. Price,

sisted by Eld. Jos. Amick. * *

NEAD. — Near Dayton, Columbiana

Wash., Jan. 25, 1897, Bro. B. M, Nead, aged 36

years, 1 month and 2 days. The last year of

; life he suffered much, but bore all with

iristian patience. He lived a consistent life

d often expressed himself as ready to die,

it were the Lord's will. Our dear brother

is suddenly called away from earth to re-

ive a crown. He was apparently improving

health until within a few minutes of his

death. He was preceded to the spirit land by

his father, mother, two sisters and two broth-

ers. Bro. Nead was born at Limestone, Tenn.

He leaves a sorrowing wife and three children.

E. Hopkins.

DENTON.—Near the Valley church, Bote-

tourt Co., Va., Sister Anna Denton, aged 84

years. 5 months and 14 days. The subject of

this notice is the mother of Bro. T. C. Denton,

and sister of our elder, B. F. Moomaw. The

funeral was preached by Eld. Jonas Graybill

and D. N. Eller, from 1 Cor. 15: 57- She was

anointed a few weeks previous to her death

The writer has known her for thirty years, and

I believe I voice the sentiment of our whole

congregation when I say she was a model sis-

ter in every respect. I have often solicited

our members for different things, and Sistei

Denton, on every occasion, responded liberal

ly. Her words were so well seasoned that

every one was favorably impressed who talked

'itb her. S. L. Shaver.

PETRY.—In the Price's Creek church, Ohio,

an. 25, 1897, Eld. Samuel Petry, aged 78

years, 7 months and 22 days. He came to this

ate with his parents when fourteen years of

;e. He was married to Nancy Miller Oct.

1, 1839. To this union were born seven chil-

erii—two sons and five daughters. One

lughter preceded him to the home beyond.

e leaves his aged wife, two sons and four

daughters. Funeral services at the Price's

Creek house, by Eld. Tobias Kreider and the

home ministers. George H. Petry.

PETERS. — Near Roanoke, Va., Jan, 20,

1897, James B. Peters, aged 38 years, 9 months

and 1 day. He leaves a wife and two children,

Deceased was a member of the German Bap

tist church for a number of years. We be-

lieve he has gone to rest. He was sick only

sixteen days. He was taken to Franklin and

buried in the family graveyard.

Owen Whddle.

PFE1FER.— In the Bear Creek church,

Montgomery Co., Ohio, Jan. 24, 1897, Mary

(Grimm) Pfeifer, aged 75 years, 9 months and

19 days. She was bom in Wurtenberg, Ger-

many, April 5, 1821. She came to America in

1846, and was united in marriage with Adam
Pfeifer, Sept. 17, 1847. She was a member of

the German Lutheran church until 1851, at

which time she united with the Brethren

church. Hers has been a consistent Christian

life. For more than thirty years she was a

great sufferer from asthma, yet she bore her

affliction with patience, and begged her dear

ones not to pray for her recovery, but that she

might be relieved of her suffering by death,

is three sons and six daughters. Hei

husband preceded her to the spirit world

thirty years. Funeral services by elders Jacob

Garber and John Smith, from Job 19: 25.

ROSS.—In the Danville church, Knox C

Ohio, Tan. 26. 1897, Lloyd Ross, aged 10 yea

1 months and 17 days. He was the only s

f our dear brother and sister Solomon a

ane Ross, Funeral services were conducted

t the North Bend church by the Brethren.

C. J. WORKMAb

KING.—At Fredericksburg. Iowa, Jan.

897, Bro. King, aged 101 years, 2 mon

and 9 days. Bro. King was born Nov.

1795, in Easington, Herefordshire, Engla

At the age of eighteen he joined the mil

and served in that body for two years am

half. He then enlisted in the regulars and

served four years. He emigrated to Canada

in 1826 and married at the age of thirty-four.

To this union were born two sons and three

daughters. Three of them preceded him to

the spirit world. At the age of fifty he came

to the United States. He united with the

Brethren church in 1895. His faith was strong,

and he longed for the time when he might be

at home with his Savior. Funeral services by

the writer, assisted by Bro. Harvey Gilliam,

from Num. 23: 10. O. J. Beaver.

BOSCH.—In the limits of the Chapman

reek church, Kans., Nov. 14, 1896, Freddj

Bosch, aged 12 years, 2 months and 8 days,

blown off a horse. Services by Bro.

Ben. Forney. Annje M. Basehc

BARTON—In the Cedar Creek church, De-

Kalb Co., Ind., Margaret E. Barton, aged
4

years, 9 months and 6 days. Deceased wj

born in Ashland County, Ohio, April 15, 184;

married to George A. Barton in t8?i

She suffered much for the last few years, but,

in her afflictions, she showed a desire to make

heaven her home. She leaves a husband and

four children. Funeral services by Bro. Jer

miah Gump, assisted by the writer.

D. E. Hoover.

iliai

Jo:

WALTERS.—In the George's Creek church,

Fayette Co., Pa., of diphtheria, Pauline R.
t

daughter of Bro. Jefferson A. and sister Delia

Walters, aged 4 years, 9 months and 22 days.

Alpheus DeBolt,

BONNET.—Near Hamilton, Mo:

Iowa, Jan. 23, 1897, of paralysis, Sisti

Bonnet, aged 64 years, 11 months and 22 days.

She had been afflicted for some time,

seemed to be improving. On the evenii

Jan. 23 she ate her supper and appeared t

in her usual health, but soon after retiring for

the night, she was suddenly taken very ill, and

in about half an hour she passed away,

maiden name was Ronk. She was born in Ik-

diana, and moved with her parents to Iowa.ii

In 1857 she was married to M.F.Bon-

To them were born twelve childre

united with the Brethren church in 186;, and

ved an exemplary Christian lift.

She leaves a husband and nine children. Fu-

neral services by Eld. Hiram Berkman.
Emma Funk.

MYERS.—In the Greenmount church, Rock-

ingham Co., Va., Jan. 31, 1897, Jacob Myen

aged 84 years, 4 months and 23 days. In 1S33

he was married to Mary E. Beard. Of tht

seven children born to them two

him. Upon the death of his wife he w

in matrimony to Barbara Allbaugh. To theic

were born thirteen children, five of whom p«'

ceded him to the spirit world. He leaves a

aged widow and twelve children. He was

faithful member of the Brethren church t

thirty-eight years, and served in the office

deacon for thirty-seven years. Bro. Myt

ill be greatly missed by the church and

neighbors. Before he died be expressed hiffi-

t as being ready to go, waiting for the Lod

call him. Funeral services by Eld. J.
?•

Zigler. Isaac ACK.R&

MOATS.—Near Mt. Morris, 111., Jai

1897, Sister Ann E. Moats (nee Sprech«J

wife of Bro. Henry T. Moats, aged 56 years,'

months and 3 days. Sister Moats had been*

invalid for several years, and for the past b

months had been seriously afflicted. She*

born on the farm upon which she passed B

last days. Out of the acquaintances ma<

during the fifty odd years of her existence »

this vicinity, there is not one but that revw

her goodness, her Christian life lived out.

case of sickness or destitution among
j

neighbors she was always present, and 1

presence was felt and appreciated. Sheli*

for others and not for self. For many y<

she bad heen a consistent member of <?

Brethr

been a consistent member
i church. She has left a nam*

that will never die. She leaves 3 b'-
;

loss of an affectionate wife and loving ffl
otB

t

Funeral services at the Silver Creek <

by Eld. Joseph Amick, assisted by Eld-
#•'
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pILLISTER—Near Damascus, Ore., Jan.

16. 1897, Charley Pillister, aged 48 years and

-M days. Deceased was born in Heidelberg

Germany, Dec. 25, 1848. He emigrated with

his parents to this country at the age of six

years. Funeral services conducted by the

1 Bah

ODELL. — At Lacon, III., in the Pigeon

Creek congregation, Jan. 23, 1897, Margaret

Odell, aged 64 years, 3 months and 19 days.

She was born in Mercersburg, Franklin Co.,

Pa. Her maiden name was Margaret Kersh-

ner . She came to Illinois in 1854. In Decem-

ber, 1857, she was married to J. W. Odell, who

still survives her. Four children were bom to

them, three of whom are still living. The
youngest preceded her to the spirit world seven

s. The deceased united with the Brethren

church at Roanoke, 111., in October, 1874. Fu-

neral services by the writer from 1 Pet. 1 : 24.

S. Bucklew.

BARKDOLL.~At Warrenhurst, 111., Jan. 20,

1897, Catharine Barkdoll {nee Hawbecker),

aged 85 years, 9 months and 27 days. De-

ceased was born in Lancaster County, Pa.,

April 3, iSil, She moved to Franklin County

with her parents when two years old. Nov. 27,

1845, she was married to Matthew Barkdoll, a
widuwer with five small children, whom she

raised with the same affection as her own chil-

dren. Her husband and three of his children

preceded her to the spirit world. To this

union three children were born, two sons and
one daughter. One son preceded ber. They
moved to Illinois in 1865. In 1870 they united

with the Brethren church and lived faithful

until death. Funeral discourse by Bra. S. E,

Yundt from Eccl. 12: 1-7.

H. W. Barkdoll.

Cincinnati Flyer.

Morion Route and C. H. & D.

ives Chicago, Dearborn Stn
unking the run, Chicago t

Farm and Mill for Sale.

*lt,000. Apply t-

Baltimore City Church.

ADVERTISEMENTS <

Europe 1 I Bible Lands.

Not all can go to foreign lands and see for

themselves the many interesting sights pre-
sented to the observant traveler. Many have
neither time nor means to spend in that direc-
tion, and yet they would like to know some-
thing about the world at large. To such we
recommend " Europe and Bible Lands."
With those who are interested in Bible study
this work will always remain a favorite.
Those who have read the ordinary book of
travel will be surprised to find "Europe and
Bible Lands" of thrilling interest for both old
and young. Those who have not yet secured a
copy of the work should embrace this opportu-
nity of securing it. Price, in fine cloth binding,
only S1.25 per copy, post-paid. To agents who
are prepared to push an active canvass of the
work, we are willing to give special induce
ments. Address this office for further particu-

Our Publications.

Children
1 Work—Weekly; well-illnstra-

the Sunday school lesson, with
explanation, etc., adapted to the understanding
of small children, No better publication can
be fonnd for the little boys and girls of oar
Sunday schools.

The following is the list of the periodicals,
Sunday School Helps, etc.

1897
Brethren's Family Almanac

Our Almanac for 1897 has been greatly en-
larged and well deserves a place in every fam-
ily. Send ten cento for a copy, or, better
yet, send $1.50 for the Gosi-el Mbssbm-

The Oospel Messenger.—A large, religions
weekly,—published in the interest of the Breth-
ren or German Baptist chorch and their only
recognized church organ. Price, $1.50 p.

The Young Disciple.—An illustrated week
ly for the young. This is one of the most in.

teresting Sunday school papers published, and
should be used in all the schools within reach

r people.

Brethren's Family Almanac—Every fam-
ily should have this Almanac; complete ii

ery way. Price, per copy, to cents; special
terms to energetic agents.

Life and Sermons of Bid. James Qulnter.

"A noble life is a poem of the Infinite,'

says a noted author. It is true and we are glad
that our Brotherhood has men who, ir

darkness all around, have shone out as bright

stars on the firmament of truth. This
brought fresh to our minds in glancing through
the pages of " Life and Sermons of Eld. James
Quinter." No one can read an account of Bro,

Quinter's life without feeling deeply and favor-

ably impressed. Price, post-paid, $1.25. To
.00. Special terms to agents,

this office.

Brethren's Sunday School Song Book.

Prepared for all ad-

ns the lesson text,

tion of the lesson
throughout. In preparing this quarterly we
keep constantly in view the needs of the
Brotherhood, and aim to fully adapt ft to their

Single lubicrlptton, one year 35 centi

IX

.

Juvenile Quarterly.—Prepared especially

for the intermediate classes, This is one of the
neatest, and best illustrated quarterlies pub-
lished. The pictures are selected with great
care, and every lesson is illustrated. The little

folks are delighted with It,

Single lubicrlption, per year * centi

. 15* c

Sunday School Supplies.—We keep any
thing that is used in Sunday school work,
Write as for prices on goods not adver-

tised here.

the Almanac
to the end of 1897, and receive

FREE.
CP"We also offer liberal inducements to

agents who ar

the Almanac.
prepared to push the sale of

Write usl

Brethren's Publishing Co.,

Mount Morris, 111.

James T. Quinlan,

Shipping and Commission Merchant
305 S. Charles St., Baltimore, Md.

Teeter's Commentary.

You shoiud, by 1

New Testament Ct

the

nentary, because,

1. It is non-sectarian.

2. It is brief and to the point.

3. No effort is made to evade the sense of a
ngle text, however unpopular.

4. It is impartial In its explanation of all

xts, whether doctrinal, practical, or historical.

5. It docs not burden the reader with lengthy
speculative theories.

6. More actual knowledge may be gained in

given time of its study, than of others, be-

mse of its close adherence to the text.

7. Its arrangement Is simple, and easily

imprehended, by even the ordinarily educat-

ed.

Classified Minutes of Annual Meeting.

1 of .

Jhat perfect knowledge of

Others there
acquainted with the church
**o would like to know something of her past
"story, as regards her gradual growth and de-
velopment. In fact, all who are interested in
™e welfare of the church, that is so dear to all

1 have access to a complete corn-

found in the "Classified

:eting," with the appen-
es up to the year
only $1,50 for cloth

mtes of Annual Me
containing the Mir

'• We sell this v

°ti edition of the "Classified Minutes," can
'he "Appendix" in separate binding for

ALL ABOUT NEBRASKA.

PublisV,PH

S

l
rat

!
d pamP hlet h*s recently beenPushed by the Chicago, Burlington &Quin .

foefa'rm','a
g
!r
ms

( K°
mplete info™ation about

^d,™DiZ!^ NebraSka
"
C°P ies raav be

Ens,"I r,
Cba^' uP°n application to P. S.

fc «* General Passenger Agent, Chicago,

9. Seven helps are usualy found on each

ige to get at the truth, vh.,

(1) The Authorized (or common) Version of

the New Testament.

(2) The Revised Version of the New Testa-

(3) The usual marginal references of the Au-
th.iri/.t_i! VVrskifi following each verse.

(4) The best marginal readings of the Atl-

thnmcd Version,

(5) The marginal readings of the Revised

Version,

(6) The explanatory notes on the text.

{7) The references in the notes, (a) to other

ctly on the subject or in comparison
th it; {b) to other texts, directly on the sub-

It Is a safe book to have in a family oi

children, because (1) it will lead them into the

truth, and (2) keep them out of religious error,

ir. The small price asked for it is as nothing

compared with ihe great good that may be had
from a diligent study of it by all classes of per-

sons. (1) It will impress the unconverted to

heed the bidding of Christ, "Come unto me,"

etc. (2) It will equip the Christian to "give a
n of the hope that is in" him, (3) It will

d the Sunday school worker in the study of

is New Testament lesson. (4) It will furnish

le minister with many subjects among the

fficiently expanded for the ground-

work of sermons, directly in line with the sense

of the place and text.

The work is in two large volumes. The
print is excellent and the binding the very

best.

Bonnd In cloth, per set, • - - $4 00
ound In nan learner, • • - 4 50
ound In morocco, .... j 00

On receipt of price the two volume* will be
•ent prepaid to any part of the United Statei,

Good termi to agenu deilrlng to caavui tor

be work, Addreu:

BxatBBIM'B PUBLIIBIHS CO.,

Ml, Motrii, III
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ANNOUNCEMENTS -

DISTRICT nEETIMOS.

LOVE FEASTS.

North Dakota!
SPECIAL INDUCEMENTS FOR

HOME -SEEKERS!

Free Lands, which Produce all the

Staple Drops. No Uncer-

tainty in Title I

FREE AS AIR.— Government Land is free

lo all citizens.

GOOD CROPS.— That tlie land

shown by the crops produced.

NO TAXES.— Homesteads cannot be I

id p..

FARMINCJ

PLMDS
TIiiereTSl^Sn.

'

Prairie Lands -vsnsr*
rc Jrr..ll..ut. n|.|...rl if.. f.,r (OLONIKS or INDI-

VIDUALS- "ON THE 500 LINE.'

NO STONES AND STUMPS. -i'rairie land

is always ready for the plow. A crop can

bi raised on the sod plowing. No fertilize

is needed.

THE CLIMATE.—The climate in North Da^

ki.M gives vigor and health to man and an-

imal life. The winter lias no chilling, shiv-

ering cold, and the summer no oppressive

THE WATER—Good water is to be had ir

wells from fifteen to thirty feet deep.

STOCK RAISING AND DAIRYINO.-Nc
belter grasses in ihe world; few animal dis

cases; no sloppy, muddy ground for ani

mals in stand in. All conditions favor dai

rying. No artificial butter color needed.

GARDENING.— Persons fond of making gar

den can gratify their taste to the fulles

MARKET TOWNS. -Along the Great North

ern Railway will be found towns,with good

stores and other facilities.

SCHOOLS AND CHURCHES.-No one need

fear a lack of schools and churchi

North Dakota.

WHAT YOU SHOULD DO.— If you a

eastern renter, or have a farm too small

to make a good living for yourself and givi

your children a start, go to North Dakot;

and locate in the Red River Valley, Dev

U's Lake District, or Turtle Mountain

Country.

GOOD PROOF.—During the past two or three

years many Brethren from eastern States

FREE HOMESTEADS

LIGNITE COAL;-'-i ""'^ >;
|
! ;

™-;
|

BRETHREN ^:<Z;^?,,^UZX

OUR ILLUSTRATED LAND PRIMERS
n.- 21. 22 i44.^ | '

i

.
,",';!'

':".',;,' v.;i,"

HALF FARES I,:,-"'.:- 1 „\.. vU.'

.rmETHHEN.

NORTH DAKOTA

...Land Department...

Northern Pacific Railway Co.

Free Government Land,

...Crop-Payment Land,

Choice Railroad Land

Numerous Puhlic Schools, a Commo
dious Churchhouse, Fertile Soil,

Healthy Climate, Good Water,

Competing Railroads, Etc.

New Brethren Colony,

MOUNT MORRIS,
Morrison County, Minnesota.

No Free Lands but the Beat Lends

Minnesota «t Loir /'rives ami

on Easy Teiins .'

THE TIME FOR, ACTION
HAS ARRIVED!

A.I.)r.--.T. I- liniilt. I. Mr

Or, FRANK b\\ ii K.\!.|.

DETROIT, Michigan,

( 1 ! ;T 1

1"M 'A M '

j'
l' !•- ^ "l 1--

j\"

,

" 1 u'< l' i J
.'1 rt -

atedD eighteen poir

along the Great Northern Railway. They

sent committees to investigate the country

before a person located. The fact that sev-

eral hundred of them have already gone to

that State to live may be taken as proof

positive, not only of the fertility of the soil,

but of the salubrity of the climate, sufficien-

cy of the rainfall, and the fair conditions in

other respects.

IF YOU WANT printed matter about North

Dakota, containing testimonials of

pie who live there and speak from expe-

rience, "I infiirmatiini about rates, n

Spring Excursions, Rates, Etc.

Free Maps and Publications

O. W. MOTT,

The EUREKA Fence Posts.

Victur Headache Specific

—CURES-
HEADACHES,

HEADACHES,
HEADACHES

!

No Experiment!

It Is No Narcotic!

It Does Not Stupefy!

It Does Kill Pain!

SILK WATCH CHAINS

Stock Sale I

Persons interested in fine stock should write

for catalogue of sale to be held in Shannon,

111., Feb. 18, 1807. Address:

B. L. CARTER, Girard, 111.,

Dry Goods, Shoes, Etc.

Horns Off!

Superior Stay Fence.

SUPERIOR STAY FENCE.

Windsor
European Hotel,

TRIBUNE BLOCK,

45 to IS3 Dearborn St. S. Gregsten, Prop,

CHICAGO, ILL.

j^o^e s-^-X-iEii

Doctrinal Outlines

growing 1:

mk for ministers. Sin,, lay school workei

liters containing outlines on the follmritif

.
DnCU Mi-

nday School

he Home.
It is highly prized in Smyrna. (See page I

of MeSSENGEK.) Order soon, as the numb"

hand is limited. Price, paper cc

is; cloth, 25 cents, prepaid.

l'.n
;Co,

Ml. Mi,

Catarrh Inhaler FREE!

NOW'S ^'°<™nHS
the ^r™-:
TIME ! n^p,ZftZZ§

original package.

Catarrh, Asthma, Headache, Broncb"

Partial Deafness, Roaring In the

, Head, Colds in the Head

and Tuberculosis,

Immediately relieved and speedily oored.

,M
DR

'
' Aiblnd, Of*
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Queen Victoria is a fine women,—as a queen

she is among the very best,—but, Like some others

of most excellent reputation, she holds her purse-

strings rather tightly. She is said to be worth

§175,000,000, has an immense income, and yet

gave only $2,500 for the starving millions of her

subjects in India. There are other rich people

equally careful not to give too much when a call

is made for the aid of the perishing. There is

need for more practical liberality upon the part

of those who have plenty, and to spare.

The unearthing of the buried cities of the" East

still continues to confirm the Bible record, as given

by Moses. This sage, prophet, lawgiver and his-

torian locates the origin of the human race and
civilization in the great Euphrates Valley, where
the first cities are said to have been built after the

flood. For a time, discoveries gave Egypt the
lead respecting early civilization, but late digging

among the ruins of Nippur, in Northern Babylon,
show that a temple was founded there probably
6,000 years before Christ, and that the builders

had a fair knowledge of the arts and literature.

Of course this date does not accord with the pop-
ular notion concerning the age of man, for it is

generally believed that the world is only about
6,000 years old. But these, and other discoveries,
show that we may have to somewhat modify our
notions respecting the time that man has been
uPon the earth, The Bible traces him to the Eu-

phrates Valley, and there we find the first monu-
ments coming from his hands. In the very be-

ginning we find him intelligent and acquainted

with letters. In those remote centuries he had

access to large libraries, made of the imperishable

clay tablets that have come even down to our

times. From the Euphrates Valley we follow civ-

ilized man westward, and in Egypt find ruins of

temples and monuments that antedate Abraham.

We cross the Atlantic Ocean, and in Central

America we are shown ruins of magnificent tem-

ples that remind us of the civilization of Egypt

and the Valley of the Euphrates. These western

ruins reach beyond history. And, all together, we
are, by these ruins, reminded of the intelligent man
that came from the hand of God, in the Garden

of Eden, and in some way spread over the face

of the earth. We read of him in the Bible, and

then find traces of him in the ruins that are being

unearthed.

In Augusta, Ga., is a very foolish

Though the South surrendered, and all the States

have returned to the Union, this woman persists

in wearing the Confederate flag on every hat or

other head-dress that goes on her head. At night

the flag is above her while she sleeps, and it is

always present at her table when she dines. Her

glory is to always be under the flag, and she is

never seen on the streets, or anywhere else, with-

out displaying the Confederate emblem. This is

not only making a gnd of a flag, but it is glorying

in the wrong. There are some people in this world

who are equally defiant of the government of

heaven. In every part and act of their lives they

want it to be distinctly known that they are in

open rebellion against heaven and the very God
who gives them life and protection.

Last week mention was made of the disturbance

on the Isle of Crete, At this writing the excite-

ment in that part of the Old Word is intense.

Greece seems determined to annex Crete, and has

already landed troops on the island with a view of

taking possession of it, and other troops are to

follow. The Greek war vessels will not permit

Turkey to land troops, and it now looks as though

the island will soon be under the control of the

Greeks. Probably more than three-fourths of the

Cretians favor this move, and will do their utmost

to slip from under the galling bondage of Turkey.

The powers protest and warn Greece of the danger

of her unwise purpose, as they denominate the

movement. Greece pays no attention to this warn-

ing, while Turkey seems to take the thing calm-

ly, for it is thought that she has fully made up her

mind that she must lose Crete. The powers

doing their utmost to prevent a war betwi

Greece and Turkey, and it is believed that they may

succeed. Crete is an island in the Mediterranean

Sea, is 160 miles in length, with an average width

of 20 miles. At this time it has a population of

270,000, of whom 200,000 are Greeks and hold to

the Christian religion. The island has been es

tially Greek for nearly three thousand years, and

in the time of Homer, B. C, 850, was noted for its

one hundred cities. It belongs to the Bible Lands

but, instead of it being the scene of great religious

excitement, as it was in the days of the apostles

when the Gospel was preached and churches es-

tablished in its cities, it is now the theater of

threatened hostilities. It is to be hoped that

may be averted, and that the historic island may
become annexed to Greece, where it properly bi

longs,

Win ;

of people in other countries

e starving, and thousands in this country are

ffering for the want of both food and clothing,

the wealthy classes of New York and other cities

1 in luxury, extravagance and sin. A few
lings ago a great ball was held in New York,

costing nearly one-half million dollars. The dis-

play of wealth and vanity is thought to have
rivaled some of the fabulous feasts of antiquity.

About eight hundred people were invited. They
me robed in the most costly array and decked
th diamonds and gold. It is thought to have

been the most brilliant affair of modern times,

Nearly the entire night was spent in dancing.

Just such displays of wealth and vanity foster the
spirit of anarchy. If the wealthy would employ
their wealth in a wise way, there would not be
that feeling against the rich that now exists.

While it is not possible for all men to be equal

in every respect, there need not be the difference

that now exists.

If reports can be relied on, Mr. McKinley has

done that which might be imitated to good ad-

vantage by all future presidents. He is said to J

have put his foot down on the contemplated
inaugural ball at Washington, and has written the

committee having charge of the arrangement that

it is " unbearable to think of such a vast amount
of money being devoted to no more substantial

purpose than display and pleasure, when there

are millions of our brethren throughout the world

actually suffering, starving, dying from the lack

of food, clothing, shelter and medical attention."

He suggests that 825,000 of the 850,000 which has

been subscribed shall be devoted to the organized

alleviation of wretchedness in the great cities of

the United States, $10,000 to be sent to Armenia,

and $15,000 to plague-stricken India. Such ac-

tions as this, upon the part of those holding high

stations in life, will go far toward remedying some
evils. There is no good reason why the President

of the United States should encourage the ex-

travagance and sin so common at these inaugural

balls.

It is related in the Herald of Truth that in the

schools of Toronto, Canada, a pledge, so we are

told, was put in a conspicuous place in the public

schools for teachers to sign, pledging themselves

to abstain from wearing feathers of birds that are

killed solely for their plumage, some in a very bar-

barous manner. The pledge, however, remained

without a signature. A few days later the pledge

was placed before the 600 lady teachers of the

public schools of that city, as they received their

monthly pay, with the result that six signatures

were placed thereon. And these 594 teachers are to

mold the thought, and train the young mind of To-

ronto? And Toronto looked upon as a model city

of Canada? It is pleasant, though, to note the

position taken and example set by that excellent

lady, the Countess of Aberdeen, wif« of the Gov

ernor-General of Canada, in the matter of wearing

feathers and birds. In a recent letter she says:

" I frankly confess that I have allowed these

(aigret) plumes to be used on my own bonnets

without realizing how they were obtained, and I

hope the Toronto Humane Society will be able

to persuade the women of Canada, as they have

persuaded me, to put their faces against this

custom. I have always felt that the wearing of

little stuffed singing-birds on hats not only de-

stroys all of our songsters, but is inartistic, and I

am glad to think the fashion is passing away/
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-ESSAYS;-

ON THE OTHER SIDE.

We go our ways in life too much alone;

We hold ourselves loo far from all our kind;

Too often we are dead to sigh and moan;

Too often to the weak and helpless blind;

Too often where distress and want abide,

We turn and pass upon the other side.

The other side is trodden smooth, and worn

By footprints passing idly all the day.

Where lie the bruised ones that faint and mourn.

Is seldom more than an untrodden way;

Our selfish hearts arc for our feet the guide,

They lead us by upon the other side.

It should be ours the nil and wine to pour

Into the bleeding wounds of stricken ones;

To take the smitten and the sick and sore,

And bear them where a stream of blessing runs;

Instead, we look about,— the way is wide,

And so we pass upon the other side,

Oh, friends and brothers, gliding down the years,

Humanity is calling each and all

In tender accents, burn of grief and tears!

I pray you, listen to the thrilling call;

You cannot, in your cold and selfish pride,

Pass guiltless by upon the other side.

Sweetser, hut.

'THE MINISTRATION OF THE SPIRIT."—3 Cor. 3: 8.

In Nine Parts.—Part Eight.—Greater Works.
" It is expedient for you that I go away."—John 16: 7.

We take it for granted that we need not try to

add any argument to a plain Gospel teaching, that

it may b? believed among our people to be literally

true. We believe the Gospel literally, as little

children. 1 am glad to be one of such a people.

One of Christ's big promises is this: "He that

believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do
also: and greater works than. these shall he do, be-

cause I go unto my Father" .(John 14: 12). Shall

we interpret these words literally? Why not?

The disciples, at one time, failed to do a certain

task because of their unbelief (Matt. 17: 20), and

at one place Jesus himself could do no mighty
work because of the people's unbelief (Mark 6: 5).

Now, if any one fail in these days, is he not wise

to see the cause and confess it? Is he wise, when
he has not faith enough to appropriate a teaching,

to set up an interpretation which tells us that such
and such Scriptures do not mean what they say?

Strength is not in the flesh, but in the spirit

(Mark 14: 38), Christ in the flesh is humiliated

(Phil. 2: 8), but in the Spirit is glorified (Eph. 3:

10). Because I go to the Fattier seems to be as-

signed as the reason why great power will be grant-

ed to His believing children. The Spirit is to com-
municate of the things He witnessed in the king-

dom (John 16: 18). Probably one of the first

things the Spirit would communicate is, that Christ

was again enthroned in glory. Christ in glory and
His Spirit with His people will do greater things

than Christ humiliated, being in His own flesh

among them on the earth. Present in the flesh, so

many would want to set up an earthly kingdom,
and look like him in the flesh. Absent in flesh but
present in Spirit the tendency would be to set up a
heavenly kingdom and copy Him in the Spirit.

With Christ present in the Spirit, His body is the
inspiration of men. So true is this that even to

this day some who call themselves disciples make
images of Him in the body and prostrate them-
selves before those images. With Christ present
in the Spirit, His Spirit is the inspiration of men.

It is as if Christ had said: I go to the Father,
but I will speedily come back to you in the Spirit.

(John 14: 18). Then, together, you with me and I

in you, we will continue to do the works I have
been doing, Yea, we will be able to do greater
things still. Only believet We shall go to all the
world with the Gospel, I have brought it here to

Jerusalem and the villages round about. We will

traverse sea and land, Even nature will serve us.

We will conquer the earth and beat back Satan in

every land. I have healed many bodies- We shall

heal millions of souls. I have raised several from

the dead. We shall tear thousands from the very

gates of hell. There is more, but you cannot bear

it now (John 16: 12). But you must do as I have

said. You must follow my example. Only have

faith! All things are possible to him that believ-

eth (Mark 9: 28)

But are we to believe in modern prophecies, faith

healing and present day miracles? Let the Word
determine our belief. God hath set in the church,

apostles, prophets, teachers, miracles, healings,

helps, governments, tongues (1 Cor. 12: 28). Shall

the fingers deny the nose because there are ten

fingers to every one nose? The body is not one

member, but many (1 Cor. 12: 14)- If I have the

word of wisdom, shall I condemn him who has the

word of knowledge (1 Cor. 12: 8)? If I have

faith, shall I discountenance him of the gifts of

healing (1 Cor. 12: 8)? And isn't it rather fitting

for me to covet the best gifts (1 Cor. 12: 31), than

to discourage faith in them? And as our faith gets

greater, shall we not still look for even greater

works?

Now if some good brother ask why God uses

certain people along these lines, those people not

being in full harmony with the literal teaching of

the Gospel, the answer is plain, God takes the best

He can get. He would certainly use you if you
would let Him. But since you won't let Him,
He must take some one else. David was far from

being perfect, but he was the best to be had at the

time.

And again. The best articles have many coun-

terfeits. Good men have many counterfeits. Good
Christians have many counterfeits. Shall we there-

fore say there are no genuine men, nor any real

Christians? Shall we not rather decide that the gen-

: is the more worthy of appreciation? There

hosts of so-called " prophecies," and stories of

"healing," and "modern miracles," which are a

pretense and a sham, and a fraud, from beginning

to end. Therefore, shall we appreciate the genu-

ine?

O, how I wish genuine Bible Christians could

more appreciate their power! The
,
Ml knowing

Father would not pay so great a price for so cheap

an article. " Follow Me" says Jesus, And we re-

ply, with all manner of doubts and questions, to

which His answer plainly is, " What is thai to thee?

Follow thou Me " (John 21: 22).

Parents will not give swords to their little chil-

dren. They would not know what they are, what

they are for, nor how to use them. So, when we
are strong enough in Christ, God will give the Spir-

it,—the Sword of the Spirit. But the still small

voice must be a loud calling to us. Believers must

be more consistent and devoted. They must grow
increasingly sensitive to the in dwelling power, and

energy of the Holy Ghost. Then will His Spirit-

filled people, comprising His Spirit-filled church,

realizing His power in heaven, manifest it upon
earth, being, in all truth, "a chosen generation, a

royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar peo-

ple" (1 Pet, 2: 9).

Bulsar, India.

OIVE OOD THE HONOR.

That God is all-powerful, and that our very ex-

istence depends upon him, is a fact, of which we
are all cognizant, but to realize it vividly, and live

it, is another thing.

God created the heavens and the earth, light,

herbage, and the luminaries,—in short, everything

for man's convenience was furnished. Then the

Lord thought enough of man to create him in his

own image. It is lamentable, but true, that man,

the most intelligent being on earth, least honors
his Maker. We need not go to the infidel nor even

the worldly man, but how many Christian profes-

sors are there who fail to realize their great insig-

nificance and God's powerl Well does Dr. Parker

say, " Man without God is as a circle without cir-

cumference. In two ways does man fail to honor

his Maker. One is to fail to submit as an instru-

ment in his service, and the other is to assume the

honor that belongs to God. It is possible for one
person to be guilty of both."

When God calls Moses at the burning bush to

lead the Israelites out of bondage, Moses says,

"Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh?" After

God promises to be with him and even performs

miracles, Moses still continues his objections by
saying, " I am not eloquent," Finally he is in-

duced to go, but, before Canaan is reached, he

takes the other extreme and assumes the authority

to say, " Must we fetch you water?
"

What a picture of humanity! After "God had
carried him on eagles' wings," destroyed his ene-

mies in the Red Sea, led him and fed him, he

now makes such a mistake! How many there are

like him to day? How many, like Moses, say, "I
am not eloquent?" Ministers say, "If I could

preach as certain others, I would do more work."

Some sisters say, "If I could pray like certain

ones, I would not refuse to pray when called on."

Ohl don't you know that God wants each to work
in his own capacity? All you need to do is to re-

ly upon him for guidance and wisdom.

When Solomon was chosen, he asked for "an un-

derstanding heart." Not many of God's people

are called to such leading positions as that of Solo-

mon, but in the commonest walks of life we need

God's guidance. God furnishes blessings too nu-

merous to mention. Our dependence upon him is

not realized as vividly as it should be. When Jo-

seph was imprisoned for several years, he was
called out to interpret Pharaoh's dream. He re-

alized fully from whom the power came. From a

human standpoint he had quite an opportunity for

display, but he said, "It is not in me. God shall

send Pharaoh an answer of peace."

When Peter made his confession, Jesus says, "It

is revealed to him by the Father." Another time

our Savior says, " There is none good but the Fa-

ther." It is such an attitude of mind that broad-

ens a person and fits him tor usefulness. Men,
guided by God's counsel, are men indeed. God to

man is as the sun to the moon. The sun furnishes

light and the moon reflects it. She cannot well

help but reflect her furnished light, neither can

man who loves his Maker. Foolish is man to his

own best interests, who obstructs the glorious Gos-

pel light. Let us remember that, at best, we are

simply reflectors! After we have done all in our

power, we are simply "unprofitable servants."

Persons who fail to do their part, are worse than

unprofitable (if there can be such a thing). The
pronoun " I " will naturally lose its importance to

such who are truly great, because of their humility.

It is not necessary to go back to the Pharisee to

hear the big " I" used.

When our Savior was born, " there was no room
for him in the inn." To-day he has scarcely any

People make a great mistake who think that so

much depends upon them. God is able to raise up

men as they are needed, to carry on his work. He
is not so much in need of us, as we are of him.

What, then, has man to boast ofl Even our pos-

sessions belong to God. When donations are

made, it is simply giving to God his own. Not on-

ly our possessions belong to him, but even we are

notour own. "Ye are not your own, but ye are

bought with a price."

Pitsburg, Ohio.

THE MOST OF BOTH WORLDS.

BY BYRON TALHELM.

How to get the most out of both worlds is the

great problem of life. It is the nature of man to

want to get all he can in this life, and get to heaven

too. Only a few, comparatively, know the true se-

cret of success. The man that gets the most of
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> and the fulness thereof."

called " solutions " to thi

ose that be and would be-

th worlds is successful in the true sense of the

re brought nothing into this world, and it is

Paul, "we can carry nothing out."

The little infant that is bom into

world brings nothing with it, and the rich

when he departs this life, leaves everything

hind. This ought to prove to every one that we

ily servants, and v

The earth is the Lord

There are many s<

roblem. The rich,—tl

and " every man his own way."

ut why accumulate so much of this world's goods

must be left behind? Why such waste of time

,d material? The getting of riches is folly. Why

)t garner in that which you can take with you?

See Rev. 14: U)
If you want the most of both worlds, "trust in

[e Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine

understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge

[im, and he shall direct thy paths." Jesus gives a

arrect and most beautiful solution to this problem,

There is no man that hath left houses, or parents,

brethren, or wife, or children for the kingd.

ad's sake, who shall not receive manifold (Mat-

Sew says 'a hundredfold') more in this

1 in the world to come life everlasting."

,ukt 18: 29, 30.

pupils thank their teacher. Will you thank the

ord for this solution? Do you appreciate what

hrist has done for you? Brother, sister, do you

at want to be a worker for the Lord? It pays

:mporally and eternally, — a hundredfold

this present time, and in the world to come

erlasting. If you want the most of both

orlds be a missionary.

Washington, Kans.
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all men? I appeal to you, who know the blessed-

ness of a Christian life, can we neglect the hea

then? Jesus says, " I am come that they mighl

have life, and that they might have it more abun

dantly." When God so graciously feeds us on th<

"Bread of Life," we certainly must desire that al

his creatures may partake of it as well. When th(

light of God's 1<

filled with <

fish as not t
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s light to oth

at life by its rays, can we be so sel-

flect that light upon God's suffer-

the midnight of sin? Truly, "all
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srael, even to Ty

;d the

ie to seek, as well

about through all the land

d Sidon, into the wilderne

seeking for those who net

ling of his wings." Thus he bids us

jth

TO SEEK AND TO SAVE.

"Tbebi-n ul i i seek and 1 : that which

The " Son of Man." Oh the blessed conception!

livinely his love shines forth in that he con-

ids to be our brother in the flesh so that all

nay be his brethren through the blessed

ion. His true love to us is shown by sympa-

iy for human suffering, that compelled him to

urney from place to place, fulfilling the words of

lmist, "Who beareth all our iniquities, who
:aleth all our diseases," and setting forth to per-

souls his perfect plan of life, so that his

hole mission seems to have been summed up in

t grand message to John: "The blind see, the

ie walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear,

dead are raised, to the poor the Gospel is

'eached." Apparently such a message was all

is necessary to convince John that this was
|e Christ.

This Brotherhood of Christ to man is also shown
f the fact that he makes men fellow-laborers with

into all the world, tc

aim the glad tidings c

What a contrist-betw

:sus and that of his

ho simply do

nd pro

ship :

very creatu

n the plan of the lo

slfish would-be follov

or who build a ve<y

ploy a pastor and

then say, " Let the lost ones come and hear," thus

hanging the Gospel net upon the bushes and invit-

ing the fish (souls of men) to come to it. This is a

mockery of the spirit and command of Jesus.

Fellow-Christians, we must push out from the

shore and cast down the net into the sea, and then

we are fulfilling our duty to humanity and to God.

OUR CHURCH.

We, as a church, are not burdened by the build-

ing of expensive houses of worship; our houses

CHRIST'S ATONEMENT.

Christ, the Innocent and Holy One, dying in

our stead, and thereby making an atonement for

our sins, is the essential peculiarity of the Chris-

tian religion. In this it differs from all other re-

ligions. Every sacrifice, offered under the Jewish

law, taught the necessity of the atonement. Christ

nd hii •ifk-d. nd thus giving hii el I

i sin-offering, for the whole world,

eaching of the whole Bible.

the

teaching of the whole Bible. This is the only sys-

tem of redemption from sin. All other systems

must fail, " Neither is there salvation in any oth-

er, for there is none other name under heaven given

among men, whereby we must be saved." No one

can make an atonement for himself. No mere man
can atone for his brother,

Permit us to quote from Peloubet's " Select

Notes:" "The atonement has been called an un-

to suffer in

Two thing;

That the bi

so closely 1

express God

osting, o

,s much
ions, neither

ry, nor by <

that

pita than

not than two-thirds

bel
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i Savio

irld. Among his first acts,

the cho of

i great work. His parting

ching them to observe all

commanded you, and lo

ie made his companions, and to wh
rds committed h

mmand ends with " te

'ngs whatsoever I hav
am with you always."
'-laborers with him. Think what a noble call-

Angels would rejoice in such an opportunity,
1 jt is reserved for men. Think what a tie is es-

Mished between man and God through Christ.

: was moved to weeping by the sorrows of
a"ha and Mary. He was moved again to lam-
"ation because Jerusalem rejected him and chose
Wruction. The apostle tells us that he can still

touched with a feeling of our infirmities. Oh!
V|ne compassion!
Thi5 brotherhood with God shows to us our

:rhood with all mankind. When once we re-

ft ,,
10w far down God has reached, to

.

establish a
™therhood with us, can we think it too much to

on, by his grace, to the very lowest and

n averagi

the houses of most other denomina-

are we burdened by a salaried minis-

ixpensive following of fashions. We
embers hold more wealth per

f any other church. Consider-

g these things, are we doing our duty toward

preading God's truth, toward giving life to the

perishing? Sin^ ..ve are commendably free from

iseless expense, we should give more liberally for

his great cause, but, instead of so doing, we give

nuch less than many others. Let us awake!

HOW TO SAVE SOULS.

Jesus thought it only necessary to show his light

o men. He seldom insisted upon their accept-

ince. If they rejected him at one place, he went

o another. Just so to-day, it is only needful that

nen have the saving Gospel clearly set forth to

them, by the power of the Holy Spirit. It will

accomplish its mission! Let us be sure that all

men have an opportunity to see the light! "With-

hold not good from him that is in need when it i:

within the power of thine hand to do it." Remem-

ber our duty is only that the Word be preached

not accepted by men, their blood is upon

wn heads.

obligation, then, as Brethren, to the children

l, is to follow the example of our Elder Broth-

s. Our duty, as joint heirs with Christ, is to

rs with him in the redemption of

the world. Our whole duty to God and man is to

walk in the footsteps of Jesus, so that men may

see our good works and thus be forced to acknowl-

edge that God is in us of a truth. " He that seeth

his brother have need and shutteth up his bowels

of compassion against him, how dwelleth the love

of God in him?"

Every tree is known by his fruit. Men never

gather figs from a thist'e, neither do they find

thorns on a grape vine, nor grapes

McPhirson, Kans.

If it i

be fello

i thorn bush.

,n doctrine, because it allows another

>ur stead. But look at it a momentl

are necessary to the atonement: (i)

ng who makes the atonement shall be

lated to God, that the suffering shall

feeling against sin. The sufferings

angel,

hrone, could not do this

inly God himself, can I

hangel nearest the

Only God's own Son,

ke an effectual atone-

mile he vindicates the

law. (2) The atonement must be voluntary. For

God to force an innocent person to suffer for the

sins of another, would be unjust in the extreme.

We did not compel Christ, God did not compel

him, but he (reely offered himself for us; and the

only meanness or injustice is not to love him and

serve him for it with all our hearts."

"The atonement on the cross (l) enabled God

lo offer forgiveness, and yet to honor his law, so

that men would be even more careful to keep the

law than if they saw the wicked punished. (2) It

proves to us that God is ready to forgive. (3) It

shows the evil of sin that demands such a cost, in

order to be saved from it. (4) It shows that we

cannot enter heaven unless we are cleansed from

sin. (5) It proves the love of God to man. (6)

It furnishes every possible motive for turning from

sin, touching the heart with love, showing our dan-

ger, teaching the law of duty, which dies rather

than fail or neglect, giving us hope of forgiveness

and life. (7) It shows the value of our souls to be

worth such a price. (8) It shows the value of sal-

vation, and the worth of eternal life in heaven. (9)

All this will be in vain, unless we repent and be-

lieve."

—

Sunday School Notes of/890.

This quotation may be considered lengthy, but it

is "gold." Every sentence is so full of Gospel.

The great need of the world is salvation from sin.

Sin is ruining the world. Sin is the monster cause

of all evil. To be saved from sin, some one must

become our sin-bearer. Christ has become our

Sin-bearer. " Surely he hath borne our griefs, and

carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him strick-

en, smitten of God and afflicted. But he was

wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for

our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was

upon him; and with his stripes we arc healed. And

the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all."

Isa. 53. Read the whole chapter. " Behold the

Lamb of God, which takcth away the sin of the

world." John 1: 29. The marginal reading is,

"beareth."

God could not have forgiven the sins of the

world for the sake of repentance alone, and still be

just. For God to forgive sins simply because man

repents, would not be just, nor wouH it prevent

sin in others, for it would fail to show the exceeding

Remember constantly that God's loving eyes

are upon you amid all these little worries and

vexations, watching whether you take them as

he would desire.

—

Francis de Salts.

:in. No government in this sinful

ist with such a law. Everywhere, as

withheld, sins multiply,

ishment of sin remove it? Punish-

ght, to some extent, restrain from

sinning, but it does not remove sin. It cannot

take away the cause of all evil, It might, indeed,

show God's hatred of sin, and express the feeling

sinfulness t

world could

the penalty

But will
[

ment alon
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of his justice, due for all sin, and be a timely and

solemn warning to others to avoid the monster

evil, but, as a principle of government, it can but

restrain partially, It can never remove sin. As

soon as the penalty is removed the crimes are on

the increase; not only in the criminal punishment,

but In others as well. And since punishment is so

severe on the poor sinner, it must be manifest to

all that God, — who is love, — must devise some

means, not only to relieve from punishment, but to

remove sin,—the monster evil. God's great love

to us, poor sinners, constrained him to devise the

only necessary means to redeem us from the love,

practice; guilt and punishment of sin. Yea, more, he

laid hold upon One who was willing to enter our

stead, and take upon himself our sins, to bear them

all away.

God's love did this for us. Can we grasp the

force of the little word "so," in the following:

" For God so loved the world, that he gave his only

begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him

should not perish, but have everlasting life." John

3: 10. "Herein is love, not that we loved God,

but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the

propitiation for our sins." 1 John 4: 10.

We read, somewhere, of a certain king who en-

acted a law in his kingdom that whoever would

commit adultery should have both his eyes put out.

The king's own son was the first to violate said law.

But out of the great love that he had for his son,

he had one of his own eyes put out, and one of his

sjn s. He saved his son from total blindness, and

also honored his law, so that no one would feel safe

to violate said law. When his son saw what his fa-

ther was willing to suffer, out of love to save him,

his heart melted. He repented and led a new

lite.

The illustration is a strong one, and yet it is too

meager to repre-ent Christ's love to us. Christ bore

all the penalty of our transgressions. " I have

trodden the winepress alone; and of the people

there was none with me." " All men forsook him."

All this because he "so" loved us, Truly may

John say, "We love him. because he first loved

us." The great redemptive power is Christ's aton-

ing love. "He died for all." "It is finished."

Through the atonement we can see how God can

honor his law, and, at the same time, " be just, and

the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus." " Be-

ing justified freely by his grace, through the redemp-

tion that is in Christ Jesus: whom God hath set forth

to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to

declare his righteousness for the remission of sin

that arc past, through the forbearance of God; to dt

clare, I say, at this time, his righteousness: that h

might be just, and the justifier of him which believ

eth in Jesus." Rom. 3: 24-26.

The system of the atonement is the only syster

of salvation and restoration from sin. All other

systems have failed, and must ever continue to fail.

If the reader will give the question of Christ's

atonement a careful perusal, not only as presented

in this essay, but more especially as presented in

the Bible, he will certainly be rewarded by a higher

degree of Christian experience.

Harlville, Ohio.

FROM THE PACIFIC COAST.

BY I. D. PARKER.

After a month's preaching and some sight-see-

ing, we resume our writing, praising God for good

health and a happy time. We are thankful for the

many good letters received, that keep us in close

touch with home interests, and friends tried and

true.

Our last letter closed with our arrival at Manitou,

a city of hotels and restaurants, closed and quite

forsaken during the winter. The health giving

mineral springs, mountain streams, beautiful valleys

opening to the sun, and sheltered from the winds,

and an almost endless list of scenic attractions,

make it an ideal health and pleasure resort, A few

consumptives are there for the winter, with a faint

hope for health when spring comes, They seemed

s to us like those who had lost their hold on

and were waiting for the call of death. Talking

some who had traveled long distances and

spent great sums of money for health, we thought

of Satan's language in Job 2: 4, "All that a man

hath will he give for his life," and I thought, too,

of the infinitely greater value of eternal life, and

how little the great masses are concerned about

it. Are we as deeply concerned about it for our-

selves, and others, as we ought to be? This is a

question that presses upon us while we write.

Though the health advantages and the scenery of

Manitou are great, yet many fail to find a cure, or

the pleasure that endures. How pleasing the

the thought that in Christ we find perfect health for

the soul, and pleasures that never fade!

Among the wonders of this resort we mention a

few of the most noted. Pike's Peak rises up in the

back ground to an altitude of 14, 7*4 feet. The

summit is reached by riding a donkey, or on the

cog railroad. We had no donkey, and the latter is

not operated in winter, so we were content to save

the S5.00 fare for round trip, in order to gaze at the

dizzy heights and wondrous works of God and man.

On the top is a signal service station, now aban-

doned for cause we could not learn. Half way up

the course from Colorado Springs to Manitou, and

a little to the right, is the famous " Garden of the

Gods." It is a valley full of red sandstone rocks

rising out of the ground, some of them several hun-

dred feet high and so nearly resembling men and

animals that one feels as if he were among the

heathen deities of which we read. Although they

seemed more like an object of worship than many
things men do worship, yet we felt to adore only

him, who gave them their wondrous formation.

To have no other God but this one, and to seek his

glory in all things, are the highest attainments of

the finite. The Cave of the Winds, the numerous

waterfalls, and the great mineral springs are also of

special interest. The immense bottling works do a

great business in summer,—bottling and sending

out to all parts of the world the healing waters for

invalids. The mineral specimens from Colorado

and Nebraska, on exhibit, are very fine and cost

about ^30,000 Here the tourist is relieved of his

extra money for souvenirs of the place.

The Christian, going to his heavenly home, car-

ries no relics of earth. They would furnish but

poor attraction, indeed, for the inhabitants of a city

which has streets of gold, walls of jasper, gates of

pearl, and the glorious Son of God for its light, nor

will the impenitent, who has all his treasures here,

wish for any of them in the land of the lost. Oh!

how they would increase his torment, when he

would view them as the things that lured him into

darkness and .woe!

We made the trip from the Springs to Salida in

the night, missing some fine scenery, but our eyes

needed rest for the grander still to come, so we
rather enjoyed the relief. We breakfasted at six

from our well-filled basket and began to climb the

mountains. Both a narrow and wide gauge were at

our disposal, and we chose the former,

—

1. For its safety. It is so comforting to know
that we are on the safe road, and, oh, how thankful

we ought to be that Jesus built the narrow but safe

gauge from earth to heaven. Some do cross the

mountains on the broad gauge in safety, but none

who travel on the world-made broad gauge relig-

ious road, will ever reach the end in safety. We
can choose which we will but the result of our

choice is fixed in the very nature of things.

2. Trains over this line make faster time, and no

train goes too fast for the one anxious to reach the

heavenly home. There are too many stops and

hindrances on the other line, for him whose heart

is aflame with love for the land of the pure and

3. We were told by those who knew that the

scenery along the way excelled in grandeur. Just

so along the narrow way to heaven, there is no

beauty so great, to the unperverted eye, as

February 20,

beauty of holiness, found only along the narrq

way. Here we behold the Rock of Ages, cleft foru

Here is the river of life flowing, to slake c

and the mountains of ecstasy to satisfy oui

We had two engines ahead and with a light traj

the ascent was easily made. On the heavenly r0)

the drawing power is great, and as the needful baj

gage is light, 1 wonder why our acsent is

Perhaps we carry more, than is necessary.

For twenty- five miles up, around, over and undt

rocks, we went, until Marshall Pass was re

At first we trembled to see our train twistii

creeping along the mountain side, while e

side were overhanging rocks, thousands c

above us, and on the other an almost perpendiculj

wall, so far down that we did not cane to loo

After going for many miles along such a path,

fears subsided and we began to admire the brai

that planned and the hand that executed the

task of mountain-road building. Above a

adored him whom David said "weighed the

tains 1 the ho!

ndthisi

nd grea'..

vith gr«

: keeptt

ice and measured the sea ii

low of his hand." He it is who gave m;

nius to hew down the mountains at his wi

Marshall Pass is over 11,000 feet high,

the greatrst altitude reached by any cc

railroad. The descent is more dangerous, a

er care is taken by the company. One en;

ahead to see that the track is clear and

and at the steepest grade a safety switch

to enable the engineer to get ample control of hi

train.

From this course travelers on life's highway mij

learn some valuable lessons.

1. We are always in more danger when

down than up. Going away from " the simplicil]

which is in Christ Jesus," is going down a

a disastrous wreck. Going toward the w
form, is going wrong, and is attended

danger.

2. Our Leader goes ahead a

track. We are in no danger, so long a

track and heed the warnings.

3. To be safe, the engineer must have

full control, whether ascending the hill of prospa

ity or going down into the valley of

Very often our speed is too great, and we need til

checks that loss, disappointment, failu

only can give.

Sometimes our advancement is so slow that urgioi

and goading are needful to keep us from falling to

hind and losing the way. Paul admonishes Titno

thy to flee youthful lusts and urg

rich against the deceitfulness of riches. We fin

in our guide-book warnings, help, and encoun

ments for all classes, to the end that all may ha'

safe journey to the land of rest.

THE MOUNTAINS.

The mountains are as beautiful to the natural

as they are awe-inspiring to him who fea

Maker of the everlasting hills. The " Need

Rocks," which take their name from their gre

height and needle-like form, show the Divine H;

in their stability to defy the storms, as well a;

their peculiar formation. They point upward

much as to say, " God is our builder and preserv*

and to Him we point the observer as worthy *

praise."

The "Black Canyon" contains the grand^

views of all the mountain passes. Through it
oUl

along the Gun Rn
th the othe

untain high on

al

ides. TO
le can tell, butt!

arranged for co*

bothforms piled r

and how they were formed, m
great gorge seems to have be

munication between East and West, suited t<

fast age. Poets and tongues of eloquence

failed to tell of their real beauty or majesty.

why should /weary the reader with more or th

CO'We stop at Grand Junction, whose grande

sists only in name, for needed rest and sleep, „ .

ful to Him who brought us safe over the rough a"

rocky way.

Lordsburg, Col,
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BY C. H. BALSBAUGH.

a Troubled Soul:—
V'eke your inquiries of a merely speculative

haracter, I would give them no attention. I re-

ceive bulky epistles with questions and interpreta-

anifold, so utterly at variance with the holy

racles, and so irreconcilable with the constitution

nature, that it would be a waste of time to

[tiempt to answer them; But it is evident that

,ou really want rest—that rest which God alone

;in giye -

Half-rest there is none. Rest for

[our inner nature, while the other elements are in

jnrest, is simply impossible. Some have an odd

uray of getting a partial rest for the more superfi-

[ part of our nature in Matt. II: 28, but full rest

only in verse 2^. There is not the shadow of evi-

dence of the possibility of any such thing. In

verse 28 there is an invitation and a promise;

pecification as to the kind of rest, or the

luthod of procuring it. Verse 2Q explains both

these points. To distinguish between soul-rest in

verse 29, and some other kind of rest in verse

olence to Holy Writ.

explained to you that the

t'nd rest while the rest in

it does not satisfy you.

bin

1 department

; doing palpab'e

say it has b<

2Q is soul rest.

ot satisfy any one who has a true

i of the harmony of revelation and the unity

inner being. Who will give us a psychology

11 allow the mind to rest in God while the

alienated and unsatisfied?

i is a problem that will confound our col-

lege presidents and professors. No, my dear

uch a useless, inconsistent miracle God
ught, and never will. Dismiss the ab-

surdity forever from your mind. The two verses un-

deration are complementary. The first is

planatory.

Thank God, there is rest for the "weary and

heavy laden,"—perfect rest, such as God Himself

enjoys. " Come unto me," and " take my yoke," are

synonymous expressions. The yoke is the symbol

nission and service. No one can come unto

without fully accepting these two require-

When God bestows His own rest He embrace
very element of our immortal being, he addresse:

ie reason,—conquers conviction and will, enlist

nd satisfies the conscience, engages and rules th<

affections—and then He has the w l>ole soul, and fill

peace, which passeth all under
standing.'

Do not, ongt-moment, think that bapt

It seals it. If you have not ac-

^hrist in all His claims, stay out of the wa-

ire not entirely dead to every inclination

of the flesh, we are not fit for*burial.

While Christ's body was dead for sin, His soul was
gloriously alive: this alone made His resurrection

possible. So, while our flesh is dead to sin, our soul

in Christ. This alone qualifies us to be

n the likeness of His death," and arise in

the likeness of His resurrection.

Blessed are they who find this rest! " The love of
God is shed abroad in their hearts by the Holy
Ghost." Rom. 5; 5. They are free from condem-
nation, and have no fear of judgment. Rom. 8: I,

and
1 John 4: 18. They have " the mind of Christ,"

at>d bear the yoke in perfect harmony with His will
a°d character and aim. Philpp. 2: 5 to 9 Only
*he heart that enshrines Christ can find this rest.
As soon as the soul says, without the shadow of re-

serve, Thine, thine, FOREVER THINE, the in-
carnation will be repeated. And then follows nat-
Ura| ly all that God asks.

Lnion Deposit, Pa.

QUERISTS' * DEPARTMENT-
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The man who is born of God does not live a

life of sin. He may make his mistakes, more or

less, but cannot be induced to enter and con-

tinue in a life of sin. The Syriac rendering brings

out this thought very clearly. We quote verses 9

and 10: "Every one that is born of God, doth not

practice sin; because his seed is in him, and he can-

not sin, because he is born of God. By this are the

children of God discriminated from the children of

Satan." The children of Satan live a life of sin,—

they make a practice of it,—while the children of

God do not.

A very poor brother, while working for a manufacturing es-

tablishment, is crippled, probably for life. Wilhout his earn-

ings, his family is left destitute. Would it be right for him to

sue the manufacturing company for damages? SISTER,

In the Brethren church is a wise ruling to the ef-

fect that a member should not enter suit against

any person or persons, without first consulting the

congregation where he holds his membership. We
suggest that the brother consult his church and if

the church needs further counsel, she can call for

it. Then it may devise ways of assisting the man

and his family to the satisfaction of all parties

This would be better than litigation. As a rule,

law-suits are very unsatisfictory.

The Adventisls claim that feet-washing took place at the

supper in Bethany, six days before the feast of the passover;

and refer to St. John 13: 20, for proof. Please explain what

feast the disciples had reference to. The verse reads thus:

" For some of them thought, because Judas had the bag, that

Jesus had said unto him, Buy those things that we have need

of against the feast; or, that he should give something to the

poor." L. Hatfield.

By " feast " is meant the seven-day feast associ-

ated with the eating of the passover lamb. The

lamb itself had already been arranged for by Peter

and John. Luke 22: 7-13. That is, they went to

the temple, contracted for the lamb to be killed

and delivered the next day. After this arrange-

ment Jesus met with his disciples in the upper

room where occurred feet- washing, the Lord's Sup-

per and the Communion. It was at the close of

the Supper that Judas went out, as the disciples

supposed, to purchase the additional things need-

ed besides the lamb. From this Supper Jesus

went to tlie garden where he was arrested, and

the next morning was condemned and crucified.

It will thus be seen that there is no ground for

placing feet-washing at Bethany, six days before the

passover. It was in Jerusalem, the evening before

the time for the eating of the passover. j. H. m.

-*THE t SUNDAY + SCHOOLS

LESSON LIOHT-FLASHES.

The Disciples Dispersed.—Acts 8: 1-17.

Lesson for Feb. j8.

Heretofore we have the disciples working large

ly together. It was a united effort, on their part, fo

Christ and the publishing of his doctrine. It was

no doubt, very pleasant for them to thus be togeth

er, and afford encouragement and help to each oth

er. in the arduous duties that they had to meet ant

perform. To enjoy thus being together is a very

natural desire, We all have a feeling of this kind

as we, in this way, become encouragement and

strength to each other.

Hadi
allow it.

and gro

greatly

own choice, and would circumstances

ould all be found located in huddl

,
but

i
[this *ayi would n

localitiefields of labor t.

pple our possibilities for doing good.

The first thing the Lord wanted his people to do

after the flood, was to disperse themselves over tht

earth, that they might do the better for themselves

and for others. But being together in one great

family was so enjoyable to them that they conclud

ed to remain so, and. to help them to do this

117

they decided to build a great tower as a central point

around which they could cluster and live. This did

not please the Lord, and to have them carry out

his purposes, and stop theirs, he confused their

tongues or language. This did two things,—it

stopped the building of the tower, and caused them
to disperse, move out and away from each other, in-

to other fields, so that, in a short time, the whole
world, known at that time, was inhabited.

The same was expected of the disciples, as we
have it in the commission, " Go ye into all the

world and preach my gospel to every creature."

How much longer they would have remained to-

gether, in and about Jerusalem, we do not know,
but the time had come when they were to go.

It will be interesting to notice that, at the begin-

ning of this movement we have Paul standing by.

How mysteriously the Lord works in bringing about

his purposes! From his witnessing the martyrdom
of Stephen, the persecution of the disciples and

Christians grew until a general scattering was

made, This persecution acted among these people

as stirring does in a fire, causing the firebrands to

arise and be shifted all around, setting fire wherever

they fell. " Therefore they that were scattered

abroad, went everywhere preaching the word."

It seemed hard that these good people should be

persecuted, but perhaps some of them had got

nested and it was necessary to stir them up that

they might spread out, and, in so doing, fill the

mission that was given to them, " Go preach."

This they did. Everywhere they preached the

Word. Prominent among the scattered ones was

Philip. It was a good thing for him and for the

people to whom he preached, and so it was with

others and it even applies to-day. When the call

comes from the Master we are so slow to respond,

We must be urged and pushed before we are wiling

to go. Jonah ran away when called, and it was

necessary to make him face the sea and the pangs

of death before he was willing to go. We have

hundreds of modern Jonahs who need to be ship-

wrecked before they will be willing to go on the

mission unto which the Lord has called them.

While these calls may seem an affliction to us,

yet we ought to be thankful that the good Lord

does not forsake us and leave us in the depths of

the sea where our sins put us, instead of taking us

up and placing us on vantage ground again. As

the eagle stirreth up her nest and fluttereth over

her young so the Lord comes to us and stirs us out

of our nests that we may go and do work for the

Master. We are all called,—every one of us! The

first message to us, in our coming, is, " Go, work in

my vineyard." He has a work for every hand and

willing heart. Are we ready? Can we say, like

young Samuel, "Here, Lord, I am?" Or are wc

huddled down in our nests, waiting for some one to

come and feed us, instead of being willing to go

out and feed others/ There is a time when we are

to be nestlings, and may be fed, as it is with the

young eaglets, but as soon as we get strong

enough to do our own feeding, we are to do it. As

we grow stronger, we are to become feeders.

What we need to-day is more feeders and fewer de-

pendents. We need dispersion, but we should not

wait to be driven out through persecution. Wc
should go because we are called, and for the sake of

the One who calls us, and the purpose for which we

are called.

Some of us disperse ourselves because of other

calls. In seeking after earthly treasures we will-

ingly sever the ties of home and kindred, and en-

dure the hardships and privations of frontier life.

We are going everywhere,—but not to preach the

Gospel. Instead of being as firebrands, spreading

fire wherever we alight,—we are as chaff from

which comes neither stalk nor fruit. Many of us,

perhaps, have enough of the "go" in us, but our

purposes are wrong. We go to make money instead

of to save souls. We need more of the Christ 1 fc

in us,—more of the Holy Ghost. What is the les-

son:-' We are to spread ourselves over the Master's

vineyard. Nay, more,—we are to work in the vine-

yard. Where are we now and what are we doing'c

Answer to the Lord! »• B
-
D-



THE YOUNQ PEOPLE^

OUR MISSIONARY READING CIRCLE.

Course of Reading.

FIRST i tin.
"Criil* of Million*," cloth, I1.04; pnpor

•LlleolA.Jud(.oD,»el«th
1
i7«iiU.-pipei

"Our Country," cloth, SSconli; paper

"Mtm.-i, ! Hubert Mullal,"

TJr±J±l GOSPEL i^LEssEnsra-^K,.

die. Kauffman, Pa ; 612, Katie E. Brindle, Kauff-

man,Pa,;643, Henry Royer, New Madison, Ohio;

644. Enoch L. Kennedy, Eldora, Iowa; 645, Lula

O. Trout, Bridgewater, Va; 646, Delia M. Landis,

Pioneer, Ohio; 64;, S. W. Repp, Grove St., Johns-

town, Pa.; 648, Hugh Miller, DeGraff, Ohio.

February 20, ig.

» #« j|., ):
r I,.

THE WINDOW.

A dear old pallid face, ni^ht after night,

So patientl at the window. Now 'tis dead—
The window, not the face. What fires were fed

In those long waitings till 1 came in sight.

And then hnw flashed dear love's dear beacon light

Glad in that glad old face! I should have sped

Winged to my waiting lover, but, instead,

1 met her warmth with chill, her love with slight.

And yet I know it is my lover's joy-

To sit in heaven, somewhere along the way
That I shall take, and wait there for her boy,

May all the years, dear Lord, be but a day

;

Peaceful the window where she makes her home;
Wait with her, happy angels, till I come!

—Amos li. Wells,.

CIRCLE NOTES.

BY JAMES M. NEFF.

Arrangements have been made to loan the

Circle books to those who do not feel able to buy
them, but who are willing to pay the postage on

them. If you want to borrow books, write the

Secretary, saying which books you want. Do not

order more than two at a time, and these you
should read and return as soon as you can.

The donations which are being made to the

Circle are thankfully received and conscientiously

used. The Lord knows the generous donors who
send in their gifts without giving their names.

Those who, according to the offer made in the

Messenger, some time ago, are entitled to a copy
of the Gospel of Mark in Gujerati, should not ex-

pect them too soon after sending in the list ot

new members. It will require a number of weeks
for the order to go to India, and the book to re-

turn to you.
FROM OUR READERS,

Sister Annie E. Rees writes from Myersdale,

Pa., that the members of the Circle there have ar-

ranged for regular Sunday afternoon meetings,

which will be opened and closed by singing or

prayer and led by each member in turn, and to

which those not Circle readers will be invited,

that they may join in the missionary reading, and
thus, perhaps, be induced to become members of

the Circle. This is a good plan, and how much
better, too, than for young people to spend their

Sunday afternoons in vain and idle ways. We
hope the example of the young brethren and sis-

ters at Meyersdale may be imitated by many.
Below we give a list of

new members.

634, Sarah A. Burger, Keota, Iowa; 635, Julia

Strohm, Harlan, Iowa; 636, Mrs. Maggie Horner,
Meyersdale, Pa ; 637, J. H. Brindle, Box 498, Lan-
ark, III.; 638, Clemmie Burall, New London, MH.;

639, Emma Horner, Carlisle, Nebr.; 640, N. W. Berk-
ley, Ferndale, Johnstown, Pa.; 641, Elsie M. Brin-

SELLINQ A SLAVE IN THE PLYMOUTH PULPIT.

In the Ladies Home Journal Mrs. Beecher tells of

an exciting incident in her husband's life. To
most of us it may seem like a sacrilegious use of

the pulpit, but if the freedom of all the slaves could

have been purchased in a similar manner, what

rivers of blood might have been avoided! Really,

every earnest preacher, while in the pulpit, is labor-

ing for the freedom of the sinner from bondage of

Satan. Jesus has paid the purchasing price. But

read the story. It will remind thousands of old

people of the exciting times just before the war.

Mrs. Beecher says:

"That Sunday morning was a memorable one.

Mr, Beecher's intention had been noised abroad,

and at eight o'clock people began gathering by

hundreds in front of the church, although the doors

were not opened until ten and seivice did not begin

until half-past ten o'clock. When ten o'clock came
the streets on both sides of the church were literal-

ly jammed with people, and carriages were com-

pelled to discharge their occupants nearly a block

distant. When Mr. Beecher and I arrived at the

church, entrance seemed impossible, and for fifteen

or twenty minutes several policemen were kept

busy making a passageway for us through the crowd

so that we could reach the doors. The church was
densely crowded; every available foot of space was
occupied, and thousands were outside, unable to

gain admission. When Mr. Beecher appeared on

the platform a death-like stillness fell upon the en-

tire auditorium.

" For a few moments Mr. Beecher surveyed the

wonderful assemblage before him, and then, closing

his eyes in prayer for a single minute, he arose.

Every one of that congregation was instantly the

embodiment of expectancy. He began the service

by reading the beautiful Scriptural story of the man
who was cured of a withered hand, especially em-
phasizing Christ's question, ' Is it lawful to do good
on the Sabbath-day or to do evil, to save life 01 to

kill?' Then he said: 'About two weeks ago I had
a letter from Washington, informing me that a

young woman had been sold by her own father to

be sent South—for what purpose you can imagine

when you see her. She was bought by a slaye-trad-

er for twelve hundred dollars, and he has offered

to give you the opportunity of purchasing her free-

dom. She has given her word of honor to return to

Richmond if the money be not raised, and, slave

though she be called, she is a woman who will keep

her word. Now, Sarah, come up here so that all

may see you.'

"The solemn, impressive silence of that vast Ply-

mouth assemblage was absolutely painful as a

young woman slowly ascended the stairs leading to

the pulpit and sank into a chair by Mr. Beecher's

side. Instantly assuming the look and manner of a

slave auctioneer he called for bids. ' Look,' he ex-

claimed, 'at this marketable commodity— human
flesh and blood, like yourselves. You see the white

blood ol her father in her regular featuies and high,

thoughtful brow. Who bids? You will have to

pay extra for that white blood, because it is sup-

posed to give intelligence. Stand up, Sarah! Now,
look at her trim figure and her wavy hairl—how
much do you bid for them? She is sound in wind
and limb— I'll warrant her? Who bids? Her feet

and hands—hold the.m out, Sarah!—are small and
finely formed. What do you bid for her? She is a

Christian woman—I mean, a praying nigger—and
that makes her more valuable, because it insures

her docility and obedience to your wishes. 'Ser-

vants, obey your masters,' you know- Well, she be-

lieves in that doctrine. How much for her? Will

you allow this praying woman to be sent back to

Richmond to meet the fate for which her father

gold tier? If not, who bids? Who bids?'

" The impression produced by these words

describable. As every word rang out ii

Beecher's clear voice, it seemed to enter in

heart of each of his hearers. Every eye was
upon the slave woman on the platform Hi
low voice was tran formed into hard, rasping tonj

he glared at the girl and at the audiem
he cared about was the money that sne mb
bring. The people almost held their breath f ro

excitement as Mr. Beecher proceeded:

'"Come now! We are selling this woman,
y

know, and a fine specimen she is too. Look at \

See for yourselves. Don't you want her? N c

then, pass the baskets and let us see.'

" The suggestion was made none too soon. 7

congregation was wrought up to the very highc

pitch. Tears of pity aid indignation streamed fro

eyes unused to weeping Women became hystci

cal; men were almost beside themselves. Someo
near the pulpit stepped forward and laid a b;

note at Mr. Beecher's feet.

"'Good.' cried Mr. Beecher. 'The first;

then!

'

" For a half-hour money \

tribution-boxes. while thos

seemed too slow in coming

notes upon the pulpit,

elry and put it in th

brooches piled 1

'as heaped into the co

: to whom the baskt

ling threw coin and baul

Women took off their
j

baskets. Rings, brace!

upon the othe

tened their watches and handed them to the usher

Above all the bustle and confusion of the remark

ble scene Mr. Beecher's powerful voice rang out

" ' Shall this woman go back to Richmond, or

free?'

" ' Free! ' said several men, as they emptied tht

pockets into the collection baskets.

" ' In the name of Christ, men and

much do you bid?
'

" Just at this point, when the scene was bee

hysterical in its intensity, Mr. Louis Tappe

and shouted above the din:

'" Mr. Beecher, thfte need be no more ar

as several gentlemen have agreed to make up t

deficiency, no matter what it may be.'

" ' Then, Sarah, you are free! ' cried Mr. Beecht

turning to the girl beside him.

" 'This statement inspired the almost frenzi

audience to wildest demonstrations of enthu

"The collection left no deficiency to be madei

All of the twelve hundred dollars had been giv

for the purchase of Sarah's freedom, and there «

money enough besides to buy for her a lil

home at Peetskill, N. Y, where she raised ton

and sold eggs and butter. Only two years

heard from her while she was visiting

Mrs. Scoville, at Stamford, Conn.,

then well and happy."

What a grand work might'be accoi

the people of this Christian America

procure the freedom of those who h

bound to idols made of wood and sto

DO NOT DREAM.
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our day thought:

ght of poetry. C

are filled with the sound of angel wing:

dream, dream, dream. We dream of large pl»

and conquering hours; of ambition's fires an

success; God wants activity. Action is

where. In air and sea and earth; in glow

and fluttering leaf, everywhere God reveals

" Do " is the one great word of heaven's vocab

lary. The wound of the world needs the heali

The tear of the sorrowful needs the symj

The brain of thi weary needs the comforter, 1

breath of disaster at the same time summons^

helper. Mighty forces are waiting everytf!> c

for the active touch, the manly grasp of the*

losing himsi

the do«r.
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Eld. C. Hope has been laboring among the Scan-

dinavians in Nebraska, and says the opening for

mission work is as good as ever. During January
Bro. Hope preached twenty-eight sermons and at-

tended twenty-four prayer meetings, the most of

them being special ones.

MOTTO FOlt THE YEAR. — "Upon the first

d<ty of r'' c week let every one of you lay by him in

store, as God hath prospered him."—! Cor. 10: .2.

Eld S. A. Honberger, missionary at Esterly,

La., writes that the church is moving along nicely,

and the members are active in service.

During the month of January the Mission Rooms
received and answered 1,017 letters. Merchandise,

amounting to S738, and over 80,000 tracts were sent

One more accession is reported by Bro. C. D.

Hylton from the Florida field. He is receiving a

number of calls to preach in different parts of the

State.

Bro. Ira Eby, of Southeastern Missouri, writes

that the work at Poplar Ridge is very encouraging.

While there, three were added to the fold, and oth-

ers are almost persuaded.

Bro. Albert Hollinger, of Washington, says

the month of January has been very encouraging,

and many opportunities to make known the doc-

trine have been found. Since the Committee has

purchased the lot in the city, there is more interest

manifested. He is satisfied that the principles of

plainness can be maintained in city missions, if

only there will be a hearty co-operation of those in

influence over the Brotherhood.

From Staunton, Va., Sister Martha Click reports:

"When coming to this place in November and find-

ing the members, about twenty, rather indifferent,

I felt a little discouraged. A prayer meeting was

opened Dec. 4, and since we have the co-operation

of at least a part of the membership the burden

seems lighter. Gal. 6: 2. Each meeting seems to

increase in interest. After reading the tracts which

I am distributing, some conclude the Brethren are

right, and say they hope they will be with us some
day."

Sister Carrie Westergreen, of Washington,

has this to say for the month of January: "On ac-

count of the weather being disagreeable I was not

able to put in full time this month. The most of

the time has been spent with the sick, looking after

the children, and getting them clothed for our Sun-

day school. There were some poor people who
needed our assistance both for soul and body. It

is a pleasure to be an instrument in God's hands,

though we must meet, at times, many sad trials and

oppositions. We have a very nice Sunday school,

in which, I believe, the Lord will sow his precious

Truth."

Though a certain congregation contributed very

liberally to the mission work, considering their

number and ability, yet the solicitor says that as

large a contribution as should be sent in cannot be

gotten, because too many of the members chew to-

bacco. In too many places this is true. Some
have S5 or 5 10 for tobacco, and 50 cents or Si for

missions; others have S3 to $5 for ribbons and
laces, and 25 cents to 50 cents for missions; still

others have Si for dog tax, and not one cent for

missions. Still .others have broad acres, good bank
accounts, "much goods in store for a rainy day,"
but the Lord's cause is not remembered by them.
"Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me.
But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In
tithes and offerings. Ye a«-e cursed with a curse:
ror ye have robbed me, even this whole nation."
Mal

- 3= 8, g.

From the Arkansas field Bro. D. L. Forney
writes: "We have no accessions to report, as the

efforts for the past month have been directed more
towards strengthening the walls of the fort and
more fully equipping soldiers for the batUe. The
work here is having a steady, healthy growth. On
coming here, ^wo years ago last October, there was
neither Sunday school nor prayer meeting. A Sun-

day school has been in progress now for over two
years, continuing the entire year. A prayer meet-

ing has been started, in which both young and old

take an active part. The membership has increased

from twenty-three to forty-five, partly by letter and
partly by baptism, nearly all of whom are in a

healthy, spiritual condition, and have a good report

of those who are without. Most of the members
are in easy reach of all our services. Besides the

regular home appointment, we have been keeping

up appointments at three outposts, and sometimes

go to fill special calls."

BULSAR NOTES.

—At the entrance examination, held recently by

the Bombay University, 3,365 candidates were pres-

ent. Of these 1,230 passed. From this it will be

seen that the people of India do not need to be

coaxed to go to school.

—A man, recently, in refusing to have anything

to do with the New Testament, reasoned thus. He
said: "If I read it and obey it I must become a

Christian. But if i read it and do not obey it, it will

do me no good. So, as I do not intend to become

a Christian, what advantage would there be in my
reading it?" He is a Parsee. But his kind is not

confined to Bulsar, nor India.

—Christmas experiences differ. I knew of a lit-

tle girl getting up in the night and going quietly

into the sitting-room, where she and her brother

had "hung their stockings" on Christmas eve.

Every one but herself was asleep. She saw the

th'ngs there for her brother and those for her-

self. Then she took a little package from her

own share and put it quickly to her brother's share,

and went to bed again. In the morning it turned

out that that identical little package was a bit of

girl's clothing; but it was the spirit of Christ which

prompted such an act. 'Let everyone seek an-

other's wealth."

—One evening, when preaching in the street in

our town, a Parsee boy and a Hindoo evidently had

put their heads together to entangle us. They be-

gan putting all kinds of questions. We said,

Christ says hearers are of three kinds,—those who

at once forget, those who hear to argue, those who

accept. One said he did not come simply to argue

The Parsee then asked if the doctrine of the Hin-

doo god, Ram, was really true, or was it all wrong

We answered, "If true, then why do you not worship

Ram; if not, then why do you seek to uphold it by

asking?" The tide turned. All the hearers, laughed

at the Parsee. He ran away, and we went on

preaching the Gospel.

—The plague in Bombay still continues, and is

probably growing more serious, while it gradually

spreads. No one but God knows how many have

fallen as its victims. We are all very well and very

happy (except for the sorrows of others), no one of

us having been seriously ill for a long time. Praise

the Lord!

—It is not much pleasure to give when you have

no choice. The natives think it is according to the

Christian religion to give things away on Christmas,

so they come and favor you by saying, "Salaam "

to you, and then remain standing to let you give

them something. Of course, it is no credit to give;

it is your religion, and you must do it. So they

"9

think. It is very embarrassing. If you give, you
only do your part; if not, somebody is sure to get
angry. So we do the best we can, thank God and
take courage. "Christmas conies but once a year."

Dec. 2$,

CEDAR RAPIDS NOTES.

—Our work is still moving along smoothly. Our
church attendance is encouraging.

—Our Sunday school, which was reorganized at

the beginning of the year, is having a gradual,

healthy growth. Bro. J. Kurtz Miller was re-

elected Superintendent, The interest of those in

charge, aided by a corps of earnest teachers and
officers, gives the work a hopeful outlook for 1897.

A new class was also formed, with sister Yearout
as teacher, making now six classes. One special

feature of the work is a general blackboard re-

view after each lesson. This is much appreciated

by older people, as well as by the children.

—The severe cold weather of the past two weeks,

greatly increased the work among the poor, yet

the Lord is providing a way. Word reaches us

that another supply of clothing and some money
are on the way from our Waterloo sisters. This

makes two contributions of clothing, and almost

Stooo in money from these sisters during the last

two months. Others have sent timely gifts,—some
much smaller sums,— all of which have greatly aid-

ed the work, and yet the demand is much greater

than the supply.

—Thank God for the increase in the ranks of

those who believe that the great plan of redemp-

tion is that " not only those of my own house, but

'the por.r have the Gospel preached to them,'"

The Lord is keeping a correct record of all done in

—All other clothing, provisions or money, sent

from any source for the Lord's work here, will be

gratefully received, carefully distributed among the

needy of our church and Sunday school, and duly

acknowledged by the writer.

2ij Sixth Ave.
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Those who ask us to remove names from the

Ministerial List in the Almanac, should give the

reason for so doing. All such requests are placed

on file, and it is important that they contain the

information referred to, along with the writer's

name and address plainly written.
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Five

Oriental, Pa.

Bro. Geo. L. Studebaker closed

Newton, Ohio, with thirteen baptized.

eportcd at

We do not publish poetry in memory of the de-

parted, though we r~'" : ' great deal of it.

ting at Abilene, Kans., result-

by confession and baptism.

As the result of a refreshing series of meetings,

eleven lately united with the Loudonville church,

Bko. Daniel Wysoni; closed a meeting in the

Blue River church, Ind., with eight applicants for

membership.

Bro. C. P. Rowland has closed his good work
in Wisconsin. During his meetings in the Chippe-

wa Valley church, there were twenty applicants

for membership.

Bro. Amos Peters, of Cando, N. Dak., was

preaching some for the Brethren in the Double
Pipe Creek and adjoining churches, Maryland,

when heard from a few days ago.

Strange things come to some people in this

world. There is much talk about erecting a costly

monument to John Brown, while his daughter is

now living in great distress in Humboldt County,

Cal.

Last week the United States Senate voted to

send a government vessel, loaded with grain, from

the Western States to the starving millions of In-

dia. The vessel is to sail from San F
the grain is to be donated.

There are very few, if any, preach*

people who have been in prison ofte

C. C. Root. But he always goes th

the Word. When last heard from he was on his

way to the State Prison, Kans, intending to go

from there to Kansas City. Bro. Root is doing

some good work in the West this winter.

Bro. Wm. Neff lately gave the Brethren at

Rock Run, Ind., a pleasant call, and preached three

well-received sermons. Bro. D. B. Gibson is

booked for a series of meetings at the same place.

This church has a membership of 319, and, during

the year just past, 21 were added by baptism and

18 by letter. So writes Bro. R. W. Davenport.

About twenty miles from Cedar Rapids, Iowa,

lives a woman,—Mrs. Barbara Zilesky,—said to be

one hundred and four years old. She recently

drove to the city to have her photograph taken.

This age is surpassed by a little Mexican woman,
who lives in San Antonia, Texas. She is now one

hundred and thirteen years old, and is probably

the oldest woman in the United States.

'hen we wrote last week concerning the con-

sed report of the Ministerial Meeting of Eist-

Pennsylvania, we had failed to notice that the

lution to have the report appear in the Mes-

1 reconsidered the next day, and it was

decided to have it published in pamphlet form, and

sold at five cents a copy. Copies may be had by

addressing Bro. Geo. Bucher, Mechanic Grove, Pa.

The " covering " question is now and then a mat-

ter of interest among the Jews, as will be seen by

this clipping from the Jewish Messenger, but it re-

lates to the "other side of the house": "It is told

that a certain rabbi of a semi-conservative syna-

gogue was asked lately to preach in a temple, and

he was directed by his trustees not to preach un-

less he wore his usual canonicals, including, of

course, his rabbinical cap. The trustees of the

temple in question may have heard of this sugges-

tion of the other board, and they told the rabbi

that he was welcome to preach, but he must do the

same as they do—that is, uncover his head in this

temple. This the rabbi declined to do, and

marched out of the temple, canonicals and all, and

left the congregation to be edified in its usual way.

This is not a question of religious principle, but of

both sides, and the result will be that

hange of pulpits may cease for a while."

Bro. Jas. Y. Heckler, of Hatfield, Pa., writes us

that nothing has yet come to light concerning the

mysterious disappearance of Bro. Jonas H. Price.

He is believed to have been murdered and disposed

A preacher with a hobby is a detriment to any
church, and if he continues the use of his hobby
too much, he is certain to either ruin the church, or

bring it into bad repute. If any of our preachers

have hobbies, we must help them to get rid of

them.

Bro. W. R. Dreter is now engaged in a series

0! meetings in Fort Wayne, Ind. He reports the

organization of a small church there Feb 10, with
the assistance of Brethren Jacob Snell and S. S.

Ullery. He thinks the outlook for our work in the
city is good-

The Presbyterian has this to say concerning the

work of the Mormons, an evil of far more conse-

quence than most people think: " The Mormon
apostles are once more invading England and mak-
ing converts of the simple-minded. It seems

strange that good people can be imposed upon by

such doctrines as the so-called " Latter Day Saints
"

advocate, but their emissaries are masters of artful-

ness, and know how to play upon human nature

with telling effect. They succeed chiefly among
the ignorant and gullible, but it is said that num-
bers of intelligent and well-meaning persons have

been won to Mormontsm through their cunning ac-

tivity, or through their power to make black ap-

pear white, and darkness light. But sooner or

later conies the terrible awakening. The glamor
may last for awhile, but in the end the horrid life

picture causes remorse and lamentation among the

silly dupes. The husbands may stand it, but the

wives have a fearful time of it. Mormonism is a

Satanic device, and a disgrace to our age and na-

tion. It has deceived and ruined thousands upon
thousands. Notwithstanding governmental efforts

to uproot its polygamous features, it defies law and
seems to be as strongly entrenched in Utah as ev-

February 20, 1897,

We find it necessary to decline nearly all the

articles accompanied by diagrams, for the reason

that these diagrams are either very difficult to put

in type, or else must be prepared by the zinc etch-

ing process. The fo-mer requires too much time,

while to perform the latter, we must generally cm-

ploy an artist at considerable cost, and then send

the work to Chicago to have it completed. So.

please, do not send us diagrams!

At the Anti-Secrecy Convention, held in Oaks,

Pa., November last, the following, with other reso-

lutions, were adopted:

Res. 7.—The State should require her officers to be free

from all connection with secret orders; should refuse to per-

mit such societies to lav the corner-stones of buildings,

erected and paid for by the public; should refuse them the

privileges of corporate bodies, and should withdraw charters

ca.lv r

-The State Secretary is requested to prep;

circulate a petition addressed to our State legislators at Har-

risburg, to accord with the sentiment of the seventh resolu-

tion. The State officers are requested, as our committee, to

present the same.

It is maintained that secret, oath bound orders

are undermining the Government. One thing we

do know, they are undermining most of the church-

es, and are greatly weakening their resources.

Some of them are known to be Christless, and yet

they are encouraged and assisted by men who pro-

fess the Christian- religion. For our part, it always

did seem inconsistent to employ secret societies to

lay the corner-stones of our public buildings, espe-

cially so since the Government is not founded on

the principles maintained by the oath-bound socie-

ties. In harmony with these resolutions, petitions

are being widely circulated in Pennsylvania, and it

is believed that they will be signed by a sufficient

number of the citizens to prompt the lawmakers

of the State to some action respecting the requests

of the petitioners. If this can not be done, it

might be a good idea to petition for the adoption

of measures, requiring all corporate bodies to sub-

mit for record the rules, regulations, requirements

and aims of organizations before they be granted

incorporate privileges. This would treat them all

alike, and bring to light all that has been kept

dark so far. For further information concern-

ing the petition referred to, address W. B, Stod-

dard, 215 Four and one-half Street, N. W., Wash-
ington, D. C.

CENSURINQ THE PREACHER.

There is a disposition upon the part of not a

few to censure many of our ministers for not spend-

ing more time preaching at isolated points. In

some instances this criticism may be just, and then,

in others, it is not. It requires time and money to

hold a series of meetings any place, and when

these meetings are held where the members are not

able to meet the expenses, the preacher must, and

this is something that very few of them can afford

to do. The preacher's family must live, and then

he must live. Every dollar he pays out for travel-

ing expenses, and every day he loses away from

home, means just that much wf which his family

must be deprived.

It would be far better to contrive some way of

assisting the preachers, whose circumstances are

such as not to permit them to spend their time

and what little money they possess, in preaching

away from home. As a rule, our preachers are

spending much more money in support of the Gos-

pel than the laity, and they deserve praises, rather

than censure. Possibly, we have a few whose

means will permit them to devote much time to

the ministry, and yet they are not doing their duty

in this respect, but, on the other hand, we have

some who are making great sacrifices. And now,

before passing judgment on our ministers fn a

wholesale manner, let us imagine ourselves in

their places a few years!

It is well known that, in order to preach the Gos-

pel, as it should be declared, they must devote

much time to study, and spend no small amount of
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money f° r b° ol<s - Scores of them, in order to reach

appointments, leave home on Saturday and

return on Monday. They often travel on the cars

and pay their own fare. This means a loss of time

a„d money. It means that Iheir families must do

with just that much less. Let this go on a few

iars, and it is soon rumored that some of the

eachers are not paying their debts, and then the

embers begin to talk disrespectfully about them.

a'-ti-E; GOSPEL ZMIESSrEaSTGIE^-

Soon the report gets

cause

o( tin

nd thi

All this happens just bc-

ireacher is expected to bear too much

rch's burdens. We say it is not right

nisters should be thus placed at so great

disadvantage, and then be blamed because they

[ail. We say again, that it would be far better to

rendering them some very much

needed assistance.

ot meant to apply to money-making

preachers who have talent enough to keep up

eir studies and preaching, and make money

sides. They are able to take care of themselves.

it we do mean for it to apply to the hundreds

10 richly deserve more sympathy and substantial

-istance than they are receiving. Then permit

to suggest, that some of our preachers are to be

blamed for this state of affairs. They ought to have

taught the laity better, years ago. Our people will

have all the necessary liberality about them when

they are properly taught and wisely trained along

teaching, respecting the church, as a body, bearing

her part of the burden of preaching the Gospel!

The Master never intended that this burden should

shoulders of the few. It is a burden

the church, as well as the preachers.

j. H. M.

is almost solidly in favor of the

wonderful what pressure, from all parts of the

United States, is now being brought to induce the

Senate to ratify the treaty. There is no question

but that it is favored by at least three-fourths of

the population of this country, and this shows a

growing sentiment in favor of peace principles, and

if the present pressure is not sufficient to prompt

the Senate to act in behalf of these principles, we

can hardly conceive of any way of reaching them.

Bro. Lyon's suggestion, however, is a good one.

It has been acted upon by many, and others will

doubtless heed the suggestion, and as for the Mes-

senger, the position of the paper is too well known

to be called into question. We want to see no

stone left unturned that will encourage such a far-

reaching and important measure. It certainly

ought not to fail to pass the Senate. j. H. M.

HALF-FARE PERMITS.

THE ARBITRATION TREATY.

jr readers, as well as all other lovers of peace-

:iples, are very much concerned just now about

the pending treaty arbitration in the hands of the

He. Bro. Thomas D. Lyon, of Hudson, 111.,

:s thus. "Word comes from Washington that

arbitration treaty is in peril and may fail

through the assaults and misrepresentations of

lose who are enemies to international peace.

his must not be. That treaty represents the

lightiest and grandest movement ever begun for

riving brutal war from the earth. The men on

ither side of the sea, who did most to effect that

plan of arbitration are worthy of lasting praise.

United States Government has been honored

with the happiest event of its c

:d nations will copy after the

all the bells of Christendc

ice on earth, good will to 1

every school and church in ou

one postage stamp in writing b;

Committee on foreign

mg of the treaty? I

On the west side of our town runs the Juniata,

the boast and the song of the beautifully hill-sided

valley, through which it runs. Along its banks, on

either side, are studded great oak and sycamore

trees, with their wide-spreading branches reaching

out and over the stream which, during the summer
time, when decked with leaves,

duplicate themselves from the bo

which flows beneath. Here the

early morning songs, build their

out and rear their young, while 1

cool shade, the wandering herds 1

chew their cud.

During the warm season and i

no lovelier scenes can be found anywhe

along its nicely-covered grassy banks. But

changes come, and with th

most beautifully

om of the water

birds sing their

nests and hatch

lderneath, in the

! down, rest, and

days,

than

sublime example,

n would ring out

ten,' Should not

Brotherhood use

fly to the Senate

lations, urging the approv-

letters should be ad-

dressed to Hon. John Sherman, United States Sen-

ate, Washington, D. C. Is this not a duty we owe

to our country, to mankind, and to Christ, to help

along the age of peace? "

We have a similar

N. Falkenstein, of G
tainly in sympathy 1

suggested, and believ

is likely to befall our c

this measure by the Senate. Of course it

our power to materially influence this la 1

body, but we do wish it understood, that,

ligious organization, we are wholly on the side of

'his arbitration treaty. It embodies principles

which our people have favored in their preaching
and writing, ever since they commenced their re-

formatory movement, and we are glad to know that

'he plan has been set on foot. It also affords us

Pleasure to learn that England, as well as Can^la.

Both the Western and the Central Passenger As-

sociations are granting to our ministers regular

joint clergymen permits ^ver all the railways in

their territory. This practically embraces all the

roads west of the Ohio River, and is a favor that

will be much appreciated by our ministers,

Two years ago the Committee, appointed by our

Conference, made an appeal to all the Passenger

Associations in the country in behalf of our minis-

ters. It was set forth that our ministers receive

no salary and must engage in some secular busi-

ness, in order to make a living. The appeal has

been heeded and now we have the favors above re-

ferred to. A resolution was passed by the Cen-

tral Association, granting all our ministers permits.

The Western Association will give permits to those

who are engaged in farming, while those engaged

in other lines of business, are, for the present, not

accorded this favor.

The granting of the permits depends upon the

applicant's name appearing in the official list of

our ministers in the Brethren's Almanac. If it

does not appear there, then there must be a spe-

cial certificate signed by the officials of the church

and sent to the proper authorities. The following

extract from the rules of the Central Association

will explain itself:

"Every application received is checked up with current

conference minutes, year book, or official list of each denomi-

nation or society. If, therefore, for any reason, your name

does not appear therein, or is given as located at some other

point than that from which you apply, or if you have

reason to doubt whether we have been furnished with a

copy of the last published minutes of the state or general

organization of the denomination or society to which you be-

long, you should send with your appli
-'''
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d to-day the trees ate leafless,

the green sward is buried beneath a mantle of

snow, and the stream is icebound. Though the

water continues to flow underneath its cover of ice,

it is hidden from view, and, to all outward appear-

ances, it has no existence.

As we looked at the stream, thus hidden from

view, we were made to think how fully it is made

to shadow forth our own lives.

In our spiritual springtime, summer, and autumn,

our lives, like the stream and its banks, trees and

e made beautiful to ourselves, and

restful to others. We would be

e seasons in our religious expericn-

illy, but with our lives are seasons,

ngtime to summer and to autumn

d then comes winter, and we are

>ugh the inward life seems to flow

green grasses a

attractive and

glad, could the

ces last contim

too. From spi

we change,—

a

ice-bound. Th

getting colde

become so

in contact

on, yet, gradually

er, until, before we know it, we

frigid and frozen that those who

with us, see and feel nothing but coldness, and say

that we are ice-bound. Because of this, no matter

how much the stream of warmth and life may flow

within, it is not seen, and therefore has lost its ef-

fects and power.

Did you ever take in your hand a large icicle?

How cold it is! It gives a chill to the whole body,

and we gladly let it drop to get rid of it. And yet,

may it not represent

frigid ti? For ent akc the

to securing

Our brethren in the mil

note of this, and if their

manac list, they will pi

istry will please make a

ames are not in the Al-

ase drop a card to this

office, giving tun name and post-office address.

This should be attended to at once. Neglect at

this point will cause trouble and delay in securing

the permit.

These permits are issued to our ministers in con-

sideration of the fact that they give their services

to the local churches free of charge. It is pre-

sumed that the managers of the railways recognize

the fact that our ministers need this encourage-

ment. It sometimes occurs that the churches seek

to get the benefit of such favors. It should be

borne in mind that these are ministerial, and not

church permits.

It will be unnecessary to say that any use of the

permits not in line with the purpose intended, will

be a violation of the principles of right. Some

ministers, not our own, we arc glad to say, have

loaned their permits to others, thus violating the

confidence of the Associations and getting their

names on the black list. "• ' "

on, and then ask you:
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tically dead, and the only hope for it is a spring-

time for the soul,—more love, more Christ.

While there may be seasons of joy and sadness

in the Christian life, the winter of the soul should

never be allowed to come. There is no reason

why it should come. The Sun of Righteousness, in

the soul, is never intended to wane or set, but to

continue to rise and shine more and more unto the

perfect day. There are to be no ice-bound seasons

in the experience of a religious life. The more

Christ we get, the greater becomes our love, and

this so sets our souls aflame that every particle of

coldness is thawed out, and we are all summer and

sunshine. There is no greater benediction to the

world than a warm-hearted Christian, and, perhaps,

no greater curse than the ice-bound soul and

church. Let us all warm.up in the love of Jesus,

and see what a wonderful power we can become, in

melting the coldness of sin into the glowing

warmth of righteousness. We can do it; we must

do it if we wish to do the Master's work.

Iy to say really that I am ready to forgive you

i you are ready to be forgiven.

I strike you a blow in the face you are not to

strike back, nor are you to allow my action to keep

you from doing me a good turn if you find it in

way, but as long as I am in the spirit of the

God will not forgive me and you can not. All

an do is to stand ever ready to forgive me
I show that I am repentant, not necessarily

in so many words, but in all that I do in relation to

yourself. It is all very well to say that you forgive

your enemy, but can you do more than to stand

eady to forgive when he is ready to be forgiven?

-low can you give anything without a taker?

Lewis&urg, Pa.

» HOME AND * FAMILY *

WHEN TROUBLE COMES.

When trouble comes, don't let despair

Add to the burden you must bear.

But keep up heart, and, smiling, say,

" The darkest cloud must pass away."

Don't say, " Why is it? " with a frown,

And go with heart and head bowed down.

But lift tbem both, and let your eyes

Behold the sunshine in the skies.

Don't sit and brood o'er things gone wrong,

But iing a hopeful, helpful song,

Or whistle something light and gay,

And thus drive half your cares away.

Sing of the pleasant things life knows;

Not of the thorns, but of the rose;

Each life knows some joy every day,

Sure as December leads to May.

The man who sings when trouble's here

From trouble has not much to fear,

Since it will never tarry long

When stout heart meets it with a song.

But brood o'er care and wc can make
This life a burden that will break

The stoutest back. But sing, and lo!

The load is lifted. Let it go!

Then don't forget, when things go wroug,

To try the magic of a song,

For cheerful heart and smiling face

Bring sunshine to the shadiest place.

—Eben E. Rcxjord,

MATTHEW EIGHTEENTH,

Every member of the Brethren church knows all

about the passage named as heading of this article,

having assented to it when he entered the Fraterni-

ty, and. perhaps, has had his own special troubles

over it. It seems clear enough, yet 1 venture the

assertion that it is not well understood. It is the

law of trespass and forgiveness that causes so much
trouble in the church and the world. I can best

set forth nay views on the subject by taking a hypo-

thetical case. Suppose you do me a wrong, ma-

liciously and with intent. Now am I to at once

forgive you while you continue in the act and spirit

of the original offense? You may say. Yes, I must

forgive you. I say No, and, say it because it is im
possible to do it. It took two parties to commit
the breach originally and it will take both to heal

it. All that 1 can do is to stand ever ready to for-

give you, and to not treat you badly because you
have done the like to me. More than that, I am to

go out of the way to do you a good that you may
more readily see that you have a matter to right

with me before all is well. As I understand the Bi-

ble, it runs all through it that while pardon is open
to all, yet repentance is forever a condition insist-

ed on as preceding it. For me to say that I for-

give you before you take any action in the matter.

yout

a spiritual sense only, is the relation changed

/ecn faithful Christian parents and their con-

verted children. On their admission into the visi-

ble church of Christ, it unites these two,—church

and family relations,—into a closer touch with

Christ, and entitles these lovely, youthful members

to all the privileges to be enjoyed as children of

him, " of whom the whole family in heaven and

earth is named." Eph. 3: 15.

We think better things of those who are our own
little brothers and sisters in the church militant,

and sincerely hope they will never need again the

literal rod, referred to in those beautiful, simple,

and practical answers, given by those dear brethren

and sisters.

We so well remember the thrifty peach trees

which grew in such close proximity to our father's

dwelling, and all along the cross fences on his farm,

which bore an unfailing crop of peaches once" a

year. They also bore a bountiful supply of switch-

es all the year round, which mother resorted to,

more times than annually. I am a thorough believ-

er in good discipline, and need not amplify the

subject, as it is settled beyond a doubt that Chris-

tian parents make the best heads of families.

Ostrander, Ohio.

SOME OF OUR DUTIES.

BV LOUISA J. WILLIAMS.

When a minister is called into a congreeation to

hold a series of meetings, the temporal affairs

should be so arranged as not to be a hindrance to

any member, to keep him a* ay from these meet-

ings. All the members of that congregation should

feel that they have part in the work, and they

should be present at each meeting, if they possibly

can. They should be there early, to take part in

the song service, and those who are gifted in

prayer should be ready to lead in prayer when
called upon.

The minister needs the assistance of every mem-
ber, for he can do but little unless the church is

united in the spirit. When the right spirit gets to

work among the members, the minister can have a

successful meeting, and not until then. Are we in-

terested enough in our regular appointments? Do
we attend each meeting? Do we go to Sunday
school as regularly as we should? Are we at each

song service and social meeting? Do we try to get

our children to services on time? Does the father

go to town on Saturday, and then get too tired to

go to the services on Sunday? Does he help the

poor, tired mother to get the little ones ready for

Sunday school? Does he help her take care of

them when they get there?

O how 1 have pitied those mothers who have two

or three little ones to take care of, while the father

sits down as unconcerned as though he had never a

thought of the wife and her burdens.

should? Do we always speak kindly to them? Are
we patient? Are we cheerful? Do we always help

the needy? How often do we lack in these things?

I fear we often do.

A HINT TO THE SISTERS.

Writing to this office one of our sisters says
" A short time ago I attended a love feast in a con

gregation where I had never been before. I ha;

often heard persons say that our people are selfish

and at this place it seemed that way to me, or

not seem welcomed. They did not make m<

come during feet-washing, I did not know what
t

do, for not one of them offered to hold my
for me, but a lady among the outsiders asked m
to let her hold it. So she took care of it for

while I was engaged in that part of the service,

seems to me that our sisters might profit by a littl

lesson along this line. When visiting sisters com

among them, they should endeavor to make then

feel welcome. Had I not known that the Lon'

made me welcome at his table, I certainly would

have felt very bad. Let our sisters everywhere,

learn to pay more attention to strangers who comi

among them."

WHAT A DOLLAR WILL DO.

A Rich Cynic Receives an Object Lesson In Charity

One good woman, who has devoted much of her

time for several years to the relief of distress

among the very poor people of New York City

succeeded in opening the eyes, and Iik

pocket-book, of a cynical rich man, not many dayi

ago. She solicited financial aid fro

doubtless would have met with a brusque rebuff

had it not been that her position in society

manded polite consideration. As it was, the rich

man essayed to be patronizing, and said: " My dear

madam, I know that you try to do good among

these poor people, but I can assure you that youi

efforts are practically wasted. They take yon

money, and such clothing and food as you can givi

them, and then chuckle over your gullibility."

"If I can induce a starving creature to chuckle,

I shall consider the time and money well spent,'

replied the woman, with a mild tinge of reproof.

" Oh, well, I suppose that you are bound to keep

on wasting your time," retorted the rich cynic. Aft-

er a brief pause, he continued: " If you will demon-

strate to me that you can actually relieve distress

with a dollar I will give it to you just as ofte:

you can demonstrate its usefulness in that d;

tion."

" Will you come with me? " said th

challenged. The rich man assented,

nied his philanthropic caller to her coupe. Both

entered the conveyance and were driven to the

neighborhood of Eleventh Avenue and Fiftieth

Street.

The coupe stopped in front of an unsightly tene-

ment. In silence the man followed his companion

up two or three flights of stairs, and hi

standing in a cheerless room about twelve feet

square. The floor and the walls were absolutely

barren, and there were not more than four

furniture in sight. One was a small stove, in which

a scant fire was burning. A middle-aged man lay

helpless on a cot, and kneeling by him were a boy

and a girl, so raggedly clad that their white skin was

visible through more than one rent. A few empty

dishes and cooking utensils lying on the floor

the stove told their mute story of destitution,

pathetic eagerness with which the three emac

occupants of the room turned their glances

the visitors touched a long-dormant chord of the

rich man's heart. He voluntarily thrust his fingers

into his vest-pocket, but his companion, laying

restraining hand upon his arm, advanced to the

cot, and, in a delicate and sympathetic manner,

questioned the sick man regarding himself and h's

children. She explained that their needs had been

called to her attention only a few hours before-

She soon ascertained that there was urgent need <>'

nourishment, and, bidding her cynical friend to ac-

company her, she hastened to the nearest grocery'

From long experience the good woman knew j" sl

what to purchase for temporary relief in a case °t

this kind, and within a quarter of an hour a bulky

basket was borne up to the desolate room by the
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grocer's boy. Speedily the fire in the little stove

began to throw out comforting heat, and by and by

the grateful odors of cooking were diffused. Then,

with the assurance of another visit and more sub-

stantial aid, the dispensers of good cheer left the

poor family to their unexpected enjoyment.
" Do you think that charily was well bestowed? "

asked the woman as the coupe bore them swiftly

away from the tenement district.

" Yes, indeed, I do," replied the man, with a sus-

picious tremor in his voice.

" Well, there is a list of what I bought, together

with the prices," continued the woman, handing a

bit of paper to her companion. He took it and

Twenty-five pounds coal, S 20

Two bundles kindling 05

Half-pound tea, 15

Two loaves of bread, 08

Two pounds oatmeal, 08

Two pounds beef for stew 14

Half pound sugar 05

Gallon kerosene oil, 10

Measure potatoes 08

One quart of milk 04

Small bag salt 02

One box matches, 01

Total, $1 00

Without a word the rich man took a dollar from

his pocketbook and handed it to the good woman.
The next day she received from him a check for

one thousand times that amount.

—

New Yotk Times.

—<•-* CORRESPONDENCE *~

Biographical Sketch of Eld. Jacob Bowman, Deceased.

The subject of this brief sketch was born in

Montgomery County, Ohio, Nov. 20, 1806. He
was a son of Eld. Benjamin Bowman, well known
and remembered by many of the early settlers

yet living in Pennsylvania, Ohio and Indiana.

He was the last one of six brothers, four of whom
were ministers.

At about the age of fifteen years he was brought

by his parents to Wayne County, Ind. In 1829

he was married to Elizabeth Leader. To them

were born seven children, In 1879 his wife died,

after which he remained at his home, under the

care of his children, until his death.

rith his wife, joined the Brethren

mber, 1850, he was elected to
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It is but due him, for the members of the Nettle

Creek church and community, wherein all his

religious work was done, to dedicate his depart-

ure from their midst, by the offering of a bene-

diction to the Lord, that all his sincerity* honesty,

and humble efforts, in behalf of the church, may
remain alive, and speak to them in his stead,—
even like the works of Abel, " he being dead, yet

speaketh," through them. He was suddenly taken
>H about four weeks before his death, and g

1 Dec. 10, 1S96, when he
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Funeral discourse by the writer, from Rev. 7: 14,

to a very large audience, Jan. 1, Ifg7.

L. W. Teeter.
Hagerstown, Ind.

From Macoupin Creek, III.

Our quarterly council was held on Saturday,
Feb. 6. Considerable business came before the
meeting, but all was disposed of in a pleasant way.
Three were received by letter.

Our Sunday school was re-organized by electing

James Masterson, Superintendent, A Communion
was appointed for Litchfield, some time during

May, but the time has not yet been set.

A Communion at the Macoupin Creek church
will be held at the close of a series of meetings,

which has been appointed to begin about Oct. 9.

The Communion will be Oct. 29.

Contributions were made to the treasury; also

to home missions. The General Mission, as well

as the Book and Tract work, were liberally sup-

plied. May God bless all his dear people!

On account of a lack of means it was decided

that we withdraw our full support, with District

Mission Board, from Litchfield Missions We are

sorry that such are the facts. May the good Lord
abundantly bless our missionaries and evangelists

everywhere for good, that all may liberally re-

spond to the calls for assistance, to carry on the

good work. Michael Flory.

Girard, III., Feb. 8.

From Soldier, Kans.

We have just closed a very interesting and

profitable series of meetings, conducted by Eld.

C. C. Root, our State District Evangelist. He be-

gan preaching Dec. 22, and closed Jan. 31, preach-

ing, in all, about thirty-five soul-inspiring sermons.

The immediate result has been thirteen confessions

by baptism, and good impressions have been made
on others. Eleven of the new converts are young

men and women. From February, i8l,6, to Janu-

ary, 1897, seventeen have been added by bap-

tism, and nine by letter. We now have a mem-
bership of about forty. Our regular preaching is

every four weeks. Three sermons were preached

each time. Our Sunday school is evergreen this

year, for the first time, and is very interesting.

From now on we will have a weekly social and

prayer meeting. Bro. Root staid one week longer

than he expected, leaching and instructing for

the benefit of the converts, which we think a good

idea. The cause is greatly built up at this place.

Brethren and sisters, pray that the borders of the

Soldier Creek church may be extended!

Emily Osborn.
Feb. 1.

Orphanage Notes.

—Not long ago a native of Ceasaria came to me

to say that if I would give him six pounds (S30) he

would immediately be baptized. . . It is the old

story of the loaves and fishes! We could get many
such members, if precious, immortal souls could be

purchased at such a vile price! I told him that if

his religion could be bought so cheap, I would cer-

tainly buy it, but that it could not enable me to

save my soul and the souls of my church members.

He left disappointed, and with head bowed down!

—We were much pleased and gratified to have

this afternoon the visit of " His Eminence " Nerses

Arslanian, the Armenian Archbishop of Smyrna.

He wt-nt through every apartment of the Orphan-

age, commending the order and cleanliness of the

institution. When he entered the class-room, all

the orphans rose up to honor this great dignitary

of their church. He made some of them read in

Armenian and some in English, after which he ex-

j
pressed surprise at their progress. He also deliv-

ered a short address, recommending them to be
studious, orderly and obedient, emphasizing especi-
ally the duty of being grateful, and appreciating
what was done for them. On taking leave, the
Archbishop thanked me most cordially for all that
our church is doing to his nation.

—Among the things which the Archbishop told
our orphans was this, that "the civilized nations
are very much ahead of us (Armenians), and al-

though we cannot reach them in the progress they
have made we can run sufficiently fast enough to
be at least very near them." What an excellent
advice to give to Oriental youths, who, though hav-
ing at present the advantages and opportunities of
Western civilization, may yet remain slothful and
indifferent to their high calling and privileges!

—Our orphans were very much impressed when
they were told, at morning prayer, that the chil-

dren of our Sunday school at Nappanec, Indiana,
denied themselves the pleasure of a Christmas treat

that S30, contributed by them, might go toward the
support of one orphan here. But they were not
less touched, when they heard that children, reared
in idolatry and forming the Sunday school of Sister

Ryan, in Bulsar, sent twelve shillings to feed them
here during a few days! What a lesson of deep
gratitude did we infuse in our orphans' tender
hearts! Even the Archbishop was moved to tears

when I related to him these cases of self-sacrifice

and devotion! We shall never forget how he ex-

claimed, "Oh! these things ought to be narrated in

our Armenian newspapers, that our people may ap-
preciate what is done for them! "

—Yesterday, Jan. 18, was the Armenians' Christ-

mas Day. They are the only body of Christians

that celebrate the nativity of our Lord after New
Year's Day! On that grand occasion we gave our

orphans a good dinner. It consisted in an abun-

dance of pilaf, the traditional, Oriental rice dish,

plus turkeys, chickens, potatoes, etc., with fruits of

all kinds. We told them that this "treat" was

given them by the little Hindu children of the Bul-

sar Sunday school! My family and I took this

meal with them.

—We were this day honored with the visit of

Colonel J. H. Madden, the United States Consul of

our city. We were glad that this worthy represent-

ative of our country should have expressed his satis-

faction for the order, neatness, and prosperity of

our Orphanage.

—The Armenian Archbishop wrote the following

lines in our "Album of Visitors," which we translate

into English: " Having visited the Orphanage of

the American missionary, G. J. Fercken, I have ad-

mired the cleanliness, order and training going on

therein, and especially the care that he is taking of

the helpless Armenian orphans. I therefore ex-

press my gratitude by imploring upon him the pow-

er and blessing of Almighty God.

—

Nerses Arslanian,

Archbishop of Smyrna."

—We found the following item in a religious pa-

per, and thought it might interest the reader as it

interested us: "One of the shortest sermons upon

record—perhaps the very shortest— is reported by

an Australian paper. An aged clergyman, who
had engaged to preach a charity sermon for some

orphan children, on rising to deliver his discourse,

from failure of strength was unable to proceed.

He stretched out his feeble arm over the group of

orphans, and, turning to the audience, addressed

them in these words, ' Whence shall we buy bread

that these may eat?' The words went home to

the hearts of the people, and a large collection was

the 1 ult.'

—It has occurred to us that great blessings may

result for the missionary cause of the universal

church of Jesus Christ if every member of our Fra-

ternity would, every day at noon, offer a very

short and silent prayer for missions and missionar-

ies all over the wide world, for it was at midday

that the Savior of the world, nailed to the cross,

was lifted up that he might " draw all men unto

him." It was at midday that St. Paul was con-

verted and called to be an apostle to the Gentiles.

It was at midday that St. Peter was upon the



housetop praying, and received the threefold vision

of the ingathering of the Gentiles.

—Have those of our Fraternity, who are interest-

ed in missions, or the members of our missionary

circles, and especially those of our " Missionary

Reading Circle," ever read " The New Acts of the

Aftutlts," bv Rev. A. T. Pierson, D. D., of Philadel-

phia? It is the grandest book ever written upon

the subject of missions, and one of the finest re-

ligious productions that has appeared at the close

of this nineteenth century! I have just finished

the last chapter of this marvelous book. It was a

French translation of it, and I wished I had read it

in the original, in the fascinating style of Dr. Pier-

son. I recommend it strongly to the Brotherhood,

and trust every member of our Fraternity will

make the sacrifice of owning and reading it.'

G. J. Fercken.
Smyrna, Asia Miner.

•This book, in English, may be had by addressing the f

iENGEB office. Price, $1.50.

From the Brownsville Church, Md.

We purpose holding a series of meetings in the

Brownsville church, beginning Feb. 16. Bro. S.

F. Sanger is expected to be with us and do the

preaching.

We have recently organized a Bible class, which

meets from house to house, on Thursday night of

each week.

In compliance with a special request of our con-

gregation for contributions toward purchasing a

lot in Washington, D. C , about Sio was col-

lected, I am glad we are gradually being educat-

ed to giving liberally to the missionary cause.

We recall with sadness the death of Eld. David

Long, of the Manor church. He will be greatly

missed in our congregation, as scarcely a love

feast passed at which he was not present and, with

his fatherly advice and good counsel, encouraged

us on the journey of life. Geo. W. Kaetzel.

Gapland, Md., F.b.6.

From Southern Texas.

Manvel has recently had an accession in the way
of a Christian (Campbellite) preacher, who has al-

ready succeeded in stirring us up somewhat. In

one of his sermons he said he did not see how in-

telligent Christians could pray, " Thy kingdom
come." Then be u--ent on to say that the church is

the kingdom of God, and that the church was set

up on the Day of Pentecost, and is no lorger to

come. We took issue with him, stating that we
pray, "Thy kingdom come " in all earnestness, and
we believe with intelligence, for when we so pray,

we are thinking of the time when the kingdoms of

this world shall become the kingdoms of our Lord
and of his Christ. Rev. 11: 15. The time will

come when the kingdom and dominion, and the

greatness of the kingdom under the whole heavens,

shall be given to the people of the saints of the
Most High. Dan. 7: 27. Then the Son of Man
"shall come in his glory and all the holy angels
wilh him, . . . and he shall say unto them on his

right, Come ye blessed of mv Father, inherit the

kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of

the world." Matt. 25: 31-34. "Then the earth
shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of

the Lord as the waters cover the sea." Hab. 2: 14.

" And they shall teach no more every man his neigh-
bor, and every man his brother, saying, Know the
Lord: for they shall all know me, fom the least of
them unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord."
Jer. 3,: 34; Heb. 8: n.

All of these, and many other scriptures, that
might be quoted, teach plainly that the kingdom of
God where we shall live and reign with him, Rev.
20: 6. is yet a thing of the future, and therefore
can not be the church.

But we feel somewhat humiliated, and not a little

discouraged, when we see corroborative statements,
of our friend's position, in our own church litera-
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ture. Gospel Messenger, No. 5, page 72, states:

" Bro. Silas Hoover's revival meeting, at the Green

Spring church, Pa., was the means of gathering a

number of people into the kingdom." Can breth-

ren, writing like that, intelligently pray, "Thy
kingdom come?" Can they do it when the king-

dom is already here and people are being gathered

into it? Surely we need more light on this sub-

ject.

In our tract, entitled, "The Importance of

Church Membership," we find the following, "The
church is the kingdom of God, and his kingdom is

an everlasting kingdom; ' of the increase of his gov-

ernment and peace there shall be no end."' Isa. g:

7. One not noticing the quotation marks closely,

might get the idea that Isaiah says all of the above,

but Isaiah nowhere says, "The church is the king-

dom of God," neither do any of the other writers

of the Bible make any such statement. I think it

would be well for our brethren to correct some of

their statements of this kind, or do as our friend

suggests,—cease praying for that to come, which
has been here already over eighteen hundred years.

In Matt. 8: II, 12, and Luke 13: 28, 29, we read

of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob sitting down in the

kingdom of God, and others thrust out. Can this

mean the church? Matt. 19: 24 reads, " It is easi-

er for a camel to go through the eye of a needle,

than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of

God." This is not so in regard to entering the

church. Let us be consistent, and preach as we
pray. J. H, Peck.

Manvel, Tex.

From the Secretary of the Mission Board of North-

Kansas and Northern Colorado.

February 20, 1897,

We would very much like a report from the

clerk of each church in our District, not later than
April I, 1897. We have never been able to give to

our District Meeting an official report of the extent

and condition of our District, and the work done
by the different churches, but we believe the fol-

lowing will assist us:

We desire to know the number of members in

each church, the number received during 1896, the

number of ministers, their standing, number of se-

ries of meetings, number of children's meetings,

amount of contributions in full, for church expen-
ses, for Home, General, and Foreign Missions. By
sending in the above report, you will aid the Mis-
sion Board very much, in making a correct report

for 1895. If not asking too much, rep- rt the num-
ber of Gospel Messengers taken by each church.

Our experience in visiting with the members is,

that, where members read the Messenger, they
have a better knowledge of church work, read the

Sacred Scriptures more, and are better qualified to

assist in church or mission work. Send report to

the Secretary of Mission Board. Philip Landis.
Osborne, Kans., Feb. 8.

Our series of meetings in the Nocona church,

Texas, commenced Dec. 28, and continued one
week. Bro. Molsbee did the preaching. He gave
us eight sermons. The nights were dark and con-
gregations mostly small, but interesting, and all

seemed to enjoy the meetings. No doubt many
resolved, at the end of the old, and beginning of

the new year, to live better in the future than in

the past. May we all be enabled to live up to
our resolutions! There were no accessions, but,

we believe, good was done. We had expected Bro.
A. C. Daggett, of Burr Oak, Kans , with us, but
he did not come until Jan. 9. He gave us four-

teen sermons, besides one discourse at the Dixie
schoolhouse. While there were none baptized,

some were almost persuaded. Bro. Daggett la-

bored earnestly while with us. He went to the
Williams Creek church, Jan. 22, expecting to re-

On Saturday, Jan. 16, we held our quarterly
council. Aside from the regular business we held

a minister. The lot fell

but he did not feel to ac :pt the

an election foi

S. S. Redmon,
office at the tin

This is the eighth winter we have been in Texas,

and the weather has been delightful. The low-

est temperature has been about 18 degrees above
zero. We had only one snow-storm,—and even then

the snow melted nearly as fast as it fell. Last

night the wind turned to the north, and since then
it has been snowing and blowing all day, and the

mercury will probably go near zero to night. The
ground is hardly covered with snow yet. A great

many people are suffering from la grippe,—mostly
in a mild form. A. J. Wine.
Nocona, Tex., Jan. 24.

From the Blue River Church, Whitley Co., Ind.

Bro. Daniel Wysong, of Nappanee, Ind., com-
menced a series of meetings at this place Jan. 19,

and closed Monday evening, Feb. 8. Eight dear

souls made the good choice and came out on the

Lord's side.

Monday, Feb. 8, Bro. Wysong baptized six of

the applicants. Two others still await baptism.

We feel many more are almost persuaded. Of the

number that came out on the Lord's side six were
regular Sunday school pupils. All are young sis-

ters. During our brother's stay with us, he de-

livered thirty soul-cheering sermons, which edified

the saints and caused sinners to meditate on their

unsaved condition.

Feb. 9, Bro. Wysong returned home. After a

few days' rest he will go to other fields of labor

Gracie Bower.
Wolf Lake, Ind., Feb. to.

Notes x from x our x Correspondents.

"Asa

Beaverdam, Ind. — Bro. Enos Fisher, a home
minister, commenced a series of meetings Jan. 10,

and preached, in all, twenty-eight sermons. Two
were baptized and the members much encouraged.—Edward Warren, Sevastopol, Ind., Feb. I.

Orenola, Kans.—The Grenola church met in

council Feb. 6. The business was all disposed of
in a very pleasant manner. Our elder having
moved away, the church selected Eld. Stephen
Thompson, of Fredonia, Kans., to take charge of
the church. The Messenger comes to us a wel-
come weekly visitor.

—

Delia Gobble, Feb, p.

Fairview Church, Pa.—Bro. W. S. Ritchey, of
Bedford County, Pa,, came to us Jan. 10, and com-
menced a series of meetings. He preached eigh-
teen soul-cheering sermons to a crowded house of
attentive hearers. Nine precious souls came out on
the Lord's side and were received into the fold by
baptism. Others seem to be counting the cost.—/.
B. Snowberger, Williamsburg, Pa., Feb. 6.

Ft. Wayne, Ind.—Last Sunday morning, while
seated at the breakfast table, some one knocked at

the door. On opening, we were greeted by Bro.
James M. Ncff, who remained with us over Sunday,
delivering two very interesting sermons. We hope
others may follow his example. We ask an inter-

est in the prayers of the Brotherhood, in behalf of
the Ft. Wayne church.—Mary C. Aimer, Feb. 7.

Lancaster City, Pa.—Sister Alice Boone gave us
several Bible and mission talks last week, and Bro,

J. M. Mohler, of Lewistown, Pa., commenced a se-

ries of meetings with us last Wednesday evening.
The interest is good. Last evening the house was
full to overflowing and some were turned away.
There are several applicants.— T. F Imler, Feb. S.

Atchison, Kans.- 1 can say for the home mis-
sion post at Atchison, that never, since its opening,
has it seemed to have so bright a future as now.
One more made the good profession to-night, and
a number more are expecting to come soon. I will

labor next at the State prison and then at Kansas
City, the Lord permitting.— C. C. Root, Feb. 7.
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North Creek, Ohio.—Bro. Jacob Driver

us Jan. 2, and preached sixteen

members were encouraged and sinners were plainly

and forcibly warned. Two expressed their willing-

ness to unite with the church.—Delphos Wtller, Feb.

?

Landess, Ind.—As an immediate result of three

meetings in Marion, our County-seat, we received

two by baptism, and two are awaiting baptism.

The prospects are fairly good here. We need a

resident minister at that point, also a house of

worship.

—

Aaron Moss, Feb. 1.

Nevada, Mo.—The Brethren of the Nevada

church convened Feb. 6 in regular quarterly coun-

cil. Bro. Wm. Harvey, of Jasper, our elder, was

present and presided. A good deal of business

was pleasmtly disposed of. There were four

church letters granted.—E. Eikinberry, Feb. 8.

Abilene Church, Kans.—We held a four weeks'

series of meetings, conducted by brethren C. H.

Brovn and W. H. Leaman, of Lyons County. We
closed Feb. 8 with eleven additions and many more

very near the kingdom. The meetings were held

in the Navarre churchhouse.— C. A. Shank, Feb. 10.

New Hope Church, Kans.—We met in quarterly

council Feb. 6. We received two members by let-

ter (a deacon and wife). Our elder. Geo. Barnhart,

of Carthage, Mo., was with us, and presided. We
have now five regular monthly appointments, and

expect soon to open up more. We arc hopeful for

more real, earnest work for the Master here, than

has been done for some time past.

—

A. B. Lichten-

waiter. Fib. 12.

Fredonia, Kans.— I have distributed some doc-

trinal numbers of the Messenger at a place where

I have been preaching. One man has told me,

since then, that he has read the Bible more since I

gave him the paper than he did during all the rest

uf his life, and he is a middle aged man, too. O, if

we could only get the people to read the Bible for

themselves! "Then there would be a more general

acceptance of the teachings of Christ.—S.E. Thomp-

son, Feb. x.

Woodland Church, Mich.—Bro. Isaiah Rairigh,

one of our home ministers, commenced a series of

meetings on the evening of the 6th, with prospects

of a good, interesting meeting. As the weather is

fair and the roads good, we are having large

crowds. Our church is in union. We have a very

interesting Sunday school. Our winter, so far, has

been rather mild. We had only a few days of real

cold weather. The health generally is good.—John

M. Smith, Feb. g.

White Church, Ind.—Bro. I. J. Rosenberger

came to assist us in a series of meetings Jan. 21,

and remained with us until Feb. 9, preaching thirty

soul-cheering sermons. Two sisters were received

by baptism and one was reinstated. The church is

much encouraged. The members are awakened to

their duty. Bro. John Wagner, of the Pyrmont

church, Ind., was with us during the meetings, and

led in the song services.

—

Mary E. Harmeson, Kirk-

Patrick, Ind., Feb. 10.

Back Creek, Pa.—Feb. 1, Bro. J. Kurtz Millei

opened a Bible term at the Upton meetinghoust

and continued for nine days. The members and

friends enjoyed being together, and receiving the

instruction from our brother. This course of study

was beneficial to all of us, and we ftel like recom-

mending these terms. Bro. Miller is a resident

minister in our congregation. The church decided

to have another term next winter, to open Dec. 16.

—John Lehner, Upton, Pa., Feb, 11.

Monticello, Ind.—Our series of meetings began

Jan. ii, and closed Feb. 24. Bro. B. F. Honeyman,
of Center, Ohio, conducted the meetings, preaching,

in all, sixteen soul-cheering sermons, resulting in

one applicant for baptism. Others, we feel, were
almost persuaded to confess and follow Jesus. The
members of this church were much edified, and
awakened to their duty. Young men, out of the
church, said they never heard the Word preached
so plain before.—A ff, Miller, Feb. 8.

Teegarden, Ind.—Bro. Lemuel Hillery returned

home after an absence of about four months, Jan.

30. Next day he preached an excellent sermon at

our west house, which encouraged the church and
cheered us all. We were pleased to welcome Bro.

Hillery and wife back to our midst. His address

11 now be Teega-den, Ind.—Etta Harbaugh, Feb.

Harrisburg, Pa.—Jan. 31 Brethren Taylor and
aas preached here in the morning, In the even-

g Bro. Haas labored for us. The people were

uch impressed with the sermon. We ought to

have a good minister in the City of Harrisburg. It

is a large field. May we be found willing to labor

earnestly for the Lord!—Ellen Shissler, xjj6 Green

Strert.

Oriental, Pa.—We have again enjoyed the bless-

ings of a series of meetings. Jan. 9 Eld. E. D. Book,

of Perry County, Pa., and Bro. Daniel Shrover, of

Clinton County, Pa., came to us. Bro. Shroyer

preached three instructive sermons in German.

Kid. Book preached twelve very interesting ser-

mons in English. Five made the good confession.

We have great reason to believe that many more

were almost persuaded.—Joseph Auker, Feb. ti.

Root River Church, Minn.— Bro. Frank Wolf, of

the Spring Creek church, Iowa, commenced a se-

ries of meetings here Jan. 17, preaching un'il Jan.

25, when Bro. W. H. Albright, of Franklin County,

Iowa arrived. They continued the meetings until

Feb. 7, when, by their earnest prayers and sermons,

four precious souls were made to confess Christ

and come out upon the side of the Lord. The

church feels very much encouraged and built up by

the good words preached

—

Lizz<e Broadwater, Prai-

rie Queen, Minn., Feb. 10.

Franklin Church, Iowa.—For the first time we

are trying to conduct an evergreen Sunday school

in this arm of the church. Sister Eliza Moore,

quite aged, nearing her four score years, is our

worthy Superintendent. If all the members, and

others, were only as faithful in the line of duty as

this dear sister, what encouragement it would be to

all who are trying to labor in the vineyard of the

Lord! Surely we should be as earnestly engaged

in our Christian warfare in winter, as in summer.

—

Jemima Kob, Garden Grove, Iowa, Ftb. to.

Muncie, Ind.— I have been reading the Gospel

Messenger this year, and it is a great help and

comfort to me to know that the Brethren are doing

so much good in many places. We have about

thirty members here, but we do not have any

preaching by the Brethren. A great work might

be accomplished here, if the proper effort were

made. We live ten miles from the nearest church.

I hope that this will impress some dear brother,

and I feel sure that he will be rewarded in seeing

a grand and lasting work accomplished. —Belle

Sparks, Feb. .?.

Red Cloud, Nebr.—Bro. C. B. Smith clos<

very interesting series of meetines on the evening

of Jan. 24. His labors were very much appreci

by all. Seven were made to realize their lost con-

dition and concluded to walk with the people of

God. Others were almost persuaded, and, had th^

meetings been continued another week, more

would have taken up the cross. At the close of

the meeting a collection was taken up for home

missions, which, was very liberally responded to.

Brother and Sister Smith go from here to other

fields of labor.—Sarah Mohler, Ftb. 5.

Upper Deer Creek, Ind.— Eld. Jacob Fisher, of

Mexico, Ind., came to our place Jan. 9, to engage

in a series of meetings. He remained with us till

Jan. 20, when he took sick and had to leave in the

midst of a soul-reviving interest. He delivered

fourteen sermons. Three dear ones were moved to

accept Christ by Christian baptism. One was re-

claimed. Bro. G. Heeter, of North Manchester,

was then sent for to continue the meetings. He

gave us twelve able discourses. The extreme cold

lessened the attendance for a few nights. The

meetings closed with a good interest, and a number

almost persuaded.-;Jacob Cripe, Dego, Ind., Feb. 5,

Olade, Pa.—Eld. H. A. Stahl, of Glade, Pa., be-
gan a series of meetings at the Scullton church,
Middle Creek congregation, Jan. 25, and continued
till Feb. 7. During the first week inclement weath-
er affected the attendance, but during the last

week good sledding, milder weather, and a deeper
interest in the meeting, brought fall houses. While
there were but two accessions, much good was a'-

complished by producing deeper spiritual life

among the members.— G. W. Loivry, Ftb. 10.

Belleville Church, Kans.— Last Thursday even-
ing, Feb. 4, Bro. W. L. Bingaman and Bro. C. Hope
and daughter, Hannah, came to the Belleville

church, to hold some meetings. We were made
glad by their coming. Bro. Bingaman gave us sev-

eral talks on Bible Lands, which were very interest-

ing, for they were different fiom any talks we have
had before. On Saturday evening he give an il-

lustrated talk, by showing and explaining, to a

large audience, costumes and many relics. As Bro.

Bingaman is working for the interest of the Arme-
nian Orphanage, a neat little sum was raided at this

meeting for that purpose. Bro. Hope also gave us

some good Instructions. On Sunday morning he

preached to us from 2 Pet. 1: 19 by which we were

richly fed.— Louisa J. Williams, Feb. 8.

York, Pa.—We just closed a series of meetings,

condurted by Bro. John M. Mohler, of Lewistnwn,

Pa. He preached twenty-one sermons. Bro. Moh-
ler is an earnest defender of the Truth, proclaiming

it with remarkable boldness. He does not preach

to the sinner only, but warns and exhorts the saint

likewise. Too much of our preaching to-day is al-

together to the gross .sinner, as though men and

women having their names on the church record

were certain of heaven. We need a frequent re-

minding of our duty. We had no applicants for

baptism, but we are satisfied that not a few seemed

almost to accept Christ. Thanks be to God for the

untiring work done by our dear brother! May the

seed sown, spring up and biing forth fruit to his

name's honor and glory!—A. S. Hershey, Ftb 1.

Loudonville Church, Ohio.— I met with the mem-
bers of this church to assist them to conduct a se-

ries of meetings of three weeks' duration. I closed

on Sunday evening, Feb. 7. The weather, the

greater part of the time during those meetings, was

extremely cold, yet, with few exceptions, the atten-

dance was good, Excellent attention was given to

the Word preached. A commendable interest was

awakened. Sinners were made to feci the need of

a change. Saints rejoiced to see sinners flock home

to Christ. Eleven precious souls were added to the

church by baptism. Many more were made to f- el

that all is not well. During our stay with the

Brethren a council was held. Eld. Tobias Hoover,

their elder, was present. Such things as seemed

necessary were looked after. Throughout a con-

cern was manifested, upon the part of the Breth-

en, to push forward the cause and strengthen the

saints. We much enjoyed our stay at said place,

feeling that much good was done.—Reuben Shroyer,

ierce, Ohio, Feb. 8.

Chippewa Valley Church, Wis— Last night we

closed one of the most interesting and profiable

series of meetings ever held in this congregation.

Bro. C. P. Rowland, of Lanark, III , came to us Jan.

13, and remained until Feb. 4 The house was well

filled nearly every night, the severity of the weath-

er notwithstanding. The best of order prevailed,

tnd many deep and lasting impressions were made.

Bro. Rowland met with some opposition from the

Seventh Day Adventists, yet he did not sh-m to

declare the whole Truth. He preached twenty-six

able sermons, and as a result of his labors ten were

buried with Christ in baptism, and ten applicants

await baptism. They ranged in age from fourteen

to sixty-seven years. The members have been

built up and encouraged to press on. There has

been much searching of the Scriptures by those out-

side, to see if these things be so. Many are count-

ing the cost of their salvation. Bro. Rowland goes

from here to the Maple Grove church. May suc-

cess crown his efforts!—Katie Joyce, Durand, Wis.,

Ftb, 5.
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Notice. — The District Meeting of

the District of California and Arizona

will be held in the Brethren's church,

in East Los Angeles, CaL, on Thurs

day, March 25, 1897- The Minis-

terial Meeting will be held at the

nme place, March 24, at 8 A. M.—
Dtrius Overhottzer.

Snake Spring Ohurch, Pa. — Bro.

John C. Garland came to us Jan. 16,

find preached, in all, fifteen soul-

inspiring discourses. We had atten-

tive listeners during our meetings.

Song services were held every evening

One dear soul was reclaimed. We
feel that the church was built up, and

that sinners were duly warned

A. Snyder, Feb. 8.

Kansas Center Ohurch, Kans.—
During the month of January a two

weeks' series of meetings was held

in the west end of this congregation,

conducted by the home ministers.

Five were added to the church. Four

of these are persons past middle age.

Next Saturday will be our quarterly

council preparatory to District Meet-

ing.

—

Sodie Dresher, Feb. 2.

Newton Ohurch, Ohio.—The New-
ton church commenced a series of

meetings Jan. 16. Jan. 18, Bro. G
L. Studebaker, of Shideler, Ind., came
to our assistance, and continued un-

til Feb. 7. We had a warm and in-

teresting meeting, a general awaken-
ing of the membership, and thirteen

accessions to the church. During the

meetings we laid to rest one of our

aged brethren, past four score years
—D. D. Wine, Covington, Ohio.

Mohawk Valley Ohurch, Oregon.—
On Saturday, Jan. 23, we enjoyed a

very pleasant council. Our elder had
ju.t recovered from a severe attack

of la grippe, so the labor of the meet-

ing fell upon the writer. Consider-

able business came befo:

ing. We reorganized

school by electing the \

iniendent We made ;

to obtain a full supply

Spring Run Ohurch, Pa. -Our se

evening of Dsc.

ister, Bro. J. A. Myers, did most of

the preaching. The meetings con-

tinued until the evening of Jan. 3,

The Word was preached with power.

Four precious souls were baptized

and others were much impressed.—

0, M. Dunmire, McVeytown, Pa

Little Swatara Church, Pa.—We
met in quarterly council Jan. 1. All

bus 1 that 1 : before the meeting,

ed of with the best of feel-

the

meet-

our Sunday
vriter Super-

irrangements

of the Brch-
ren's Song Book for Sunday school

and social meetings. A spirit of love

prevailed. On Sunday morning a

large congregation was addressed by
the writer, from Gen. 6: 3.—/. A.
Royer, Isabel, Ore,, Jan. jo.

Rogersville, Ind.--D( c. 24 we met
ith the dear breth en and sisters at

ill Grove, hio, i rder to assist

of ngs.

of th<Hill Grove is in the bo
Union City church, Ind
K. Simmons is our elder

ing continued for three weeks. The
interest was excellent throughout,
Two were baptized,—a husband and
wife. This brother had been a preach-
er for some ten or twelve years among
the Old Order Brethren. There
seemed to be a good deal of inteic-i

taken by the Old Order people. A
good y number attended the meetings
and gave the best attention to the

Word preached. When I beheld
their devotion and earnest interest in

the services, it touched a tender chord
in my hi.art and I was sorry that they
did not belong to our people. Our
stay at Hill Grove was pleasant, and
the kindness of the brethren, sisters,

anJ friends will ever be held in lond
remembrance by us.—D. H, Ripbrlc,
Ftb. 6.

17. The

ling of Jan. 10, and

-^^MATRIMONIAL-
"What therefore God hath joined together

Al
ugh

yet

home ministers

nnot report any
feel that much good

was accomplished.

—

Henry M. Frantz,

Cross Kill Mills, Pa., Jan. 25.

North Morrill Church, Kans.—The
Brethren's new churchhouse in the

country, built on the site of the one
which was swept from its foundation

by a tornado last May, was dedicated

Jan 31, 189;. Bro. S. Z. Sharp de-

livered the dedicatory sermon to a

well-filled house, from 2 Chron. 2.

Bro. Sharp presented, by way of com-
parison to the temple of Solomon,
many important lessons underlying

the building and setting apart a house
to the worship of God.— T. A. Eisen-

bise, Feb. 5.

Huntington, Ind. — Bro. P. W.
Stuckman commenced a series of

meetings in the Loon Creek house,

e congregation, Huntington

Jan. 13, and continued un-

til Feb. 3. Five young people united

th the church by baptism. One
is restored to fellowship. While
r success in additions to the church,

is not what we desired, we feel that

the meetings were a success, and that

the Lord will, in due time, bless the

ed sown to the conversion of other
uls.

—

A. H. Snowberger, Feb. 6.

^OUR x BOOK x TABLE«~

Studies in Acts," or a New Testament
Book of Beginnings, by W. J. Lhamon, M,

hristian Publishing Co., Publishers, St.

, Mo. Over 400 beautifully-printed

i, large, clear type, and well bound in

cloth, Price, $1.25. Just at this time, when
Sunday school lessons are in Acts, this

: will not only be widely read, but it will

e helpful to the careful Bible student,

author treats the various subjects under
the following headings: Preliminary Essay;

First Sermon after the Ascension; The
t Church; The First Persecutions; The
t Martyr; The First Gentile Convert; The
t Gentile-Christian Church; The First

lyr-Aposlle; The First Foreign Mission-

s; The First Foreign Missionary Journey,
The First Church Council; The First Mission-

Journey in Europe; Paul's First Im-
nment in Rome; The First History of

the Holy Spirit in the Church; Excursus.
Apostle Paul as Organizer and Unifier.

it ico pages are taken up with "Notes
and Comments." These will be found of

special value. Aside from a few doctrinal
t concerning the church being born on

the Day of Pentecost, the weekly observance
the Lord's Supper, etc., the book is to

be highly recommended, and ought to be in

"lands of all those desiring a thorough
standing of the Acts of the Apostles.

The work may be ordered from this office.

WWe call spe
passed facilities in procuring for

book published, at especially

In ordering books always give title of book,
uthor and pablishei

WAMPLER — EIKENBERRY.— At the

home of the bride's parents, Bro. Isaac and
sister Atta Eikenberry, Feb. 3, 1897, by the

undersigned, Mr. J, Wm. Wampler and sister

Viletta Eikenberry, both of Piatt County, III.

A. L. Bingaman,

SAMSEL — STOUFFER. — At the resi-

dence of the undersigned, in Lincoln Town-
ship, Ogle Co., III., Feb, 7, 1807, by M. S.

Newcomer, Mr. Daniel R. Samsel, of Mt.

Morris, and sister Helen M. Stouffer, of same
County and State. M. S. Newcomer.

HARTMAN-IZER.-At the residence of

the bride's parents, near Zullinger, Franklin

Co., Pa., Feb. 3, 1897, by the writer, Charles

B. Hartman and Miss Bertha C. ker, both of

the above-named place.

;Rl

• • FALLEN * ASLEEP . .

.

CONNER.—At Morrill, Kans., Jan. 30, 1897,

of apoplexy, Bro. Isaac L. Conner.' Bro,

Conner was born in Montgomery County,

Pa., Jan. i, 1845. He united with the church
of the Brethren in his eighteenth year. He
was married to Hannah Hahleman, daughter
of Eld. Samuel Haldeman, Oct. 21, 1865.

He was called to the office of deacon at an
early age, and served the church faithfully.

He came to Whiteside County, 111., in 1868,

and* to Kansas in 1885. He was called to

the ministry about eight years ago, and was
noted for his untiring zeal to serve the church.

He leaves a wife, four sons and three daugh-
ters. Funeral services by the writer, assisted

by Eld. W. A. Sawyer. S. Z. Shar:

LEHMER. — In the Lower Conewago
church. Pa., Jan. 31, 1897, sister Leah (Cook)
Lehmer, aged 77 years, 1 1 months and 4 days.

Deceased was entirely helpless for two years.

was formerly a member of the Quaker
church, as were all her ancestors, but thirty-

re years ago she joined the Brethren church.
ie was buried in the cemetery at the Quaker
eetinghouse near Wellsviile, York Co.

uneral services by the writer, from John 5:

Henry Bhklman.

SCHANAFELT.— In the bounds of the

ilem church, Marion Co., 111., May 15, 1896,

David Schanafelt. Deceased was born in

er County, Pa., Sept. 5, 1813. He was
ed to Sarah Orr in Licking County,

He moved to Crawfo.-d County, Ohio,

and joined the Brethren church in 1841. He
d to Marion County, 111., in 1846. Fu-

neral services by Bro. Charles Gibsou.

JACOB HRRSHBERGHK.

GORDON.-I the Salem church, Reno
Co.. Kans., Jan 3'. 1807. of pneu nonta,

Charles E., son of Bro. Jacob and sisterGor-
don aged I year, 10 months a d 28 days Fu-
neral services conducted by iro. W. R. Mil-
ler from 2 Sam 12: 23. Our Charley's little

form was laid lo est in the Sa em cemetery.

L E. Fahr EV.

EOYER. — In the Portage church Wood
Co,, Ohio, Jan. 29, 1807. Jose h Albert 3oyer,

infant son of Joseph and Francis Bayer, aged
2 months and 18 days. Funeral discourse

by the writer from 2 Thess. 4: 14.

J. P. Krahii.l.

SHOCKEY.-Near Waynesboro, Pa., Jan.

21,1897, Mrs. Sallie Schockey, aged 20 years,

9 months and 19 days. She manifested a
strong desire to unite with the church, but
was physically too weak. She desired to be
laid away plainly, with the prayer-covering
on, which was granted. O, the danger of

delayl Funeral services improved by the
writer, assisted by Eld. John Ruthrauff, of
Waynesboro. She leaves behind a sorrowing
husband and two small children. Interment
at Price's. W. A. Anthonv.

GRISSO.—In Roann, Ind., Feb. 5, 1897,
of catarrhal and brain fever, little Lloyrl By-
ron, son of Bro. Willard and sister Nella
Grisso, aged 10 months and 27 days. Inter-
ment in the new cemetery, one mile north of

Roann. Funeral by Eld. David Neff, as-

;ted by Bro. George Swihart, from Matt.

i John

Z1LCLEK.-

SCHANAFELT. — In

Salem church, Marion C

Sarah Shanafelt, aged

the bounds of the

Nancy Ann Milbern, aged 73 years.

Joel

Ie

In 1841 she was united i

Fullhart, who still survives her. She has been
mber of the church for forty-five years,

children have preceded her to the
spirit world. Three daughters and two sons,

with a loving companion, are left. A few

tnd received injuries, from which she
recovered. Funeral services were
the Concord church, Jan. 10, 1897, by

Eld. Replogle, assisted by Orlando Ogden,
1 Re' Mv lLea

GROVES.-
27, 1897, Ollie

John and siste

nths and

Near St. Martin's, Mo., Jan.
May, youngest child of friend

Rachel Groves, aged 5 years,

th her little brother, burning stumps. In

aying around, her clothing caught fire, and
e help could reach her, she was burned so

badly that death resulted in a few hours.

The funeral occasion was improved by Bro,

D. Bowman, from Hebrews 9: 27. The re-

s were laid to rest in the Prairie View
cemetery. Bertha Kring.

the Mingo congregation,
Royersford, Montgomery Co., Pa., Jan. 22,

1897, of pneumonia, Bro. Amos Ziegler, aged
27 years, 4 months and 23 days. In his

death the church loses a loyal and earnest
member and deacon, the community an ex-
cellent citizen, aud his family a kind hus-
band and father. Bro. Amos was sick but
a short time, and the news of his death was
a shock to all who knew and loved him. He
leaves a widow and three small children.
Funeral services from Micah 2: 10, by Bro.
Abram L. Grater. Interment at the former
residence of the deceased in the Swatara
church, Berks Co., Pa. J. C. Koprnhaver.

EEGER.— At Huntington, Ind., Jan. 29,

1897, Bessie Dell, daughter of Bro. William
and sister Ida Eeger, aged 3 years, 5 months
and 7 days, Bessie was playing about the
house with her little brother, while the moth-
er was busy with her household duties. After
a while Bessie went upstairs, in search of
other amusement. . As she entered one of

E rooms she locked the door. She noticed
lamp on the bureau, and, finding some
itches, attempted to light it in some way.
ie lamp fell to the floor and caused her

clothing to ignite. The mother hearing her
upstairs, saw smoke issuing

through the cracks of the door, but was mi-
She called to Bessie to unlock

the door, then ran to call a neighbor to come
When she returned little

iding at the head of the stairs

with outstretched arms. Her clothes were
all burned from her body, excepting her
shoes aDd stockings. Her poor little body

is frightfully burned. The mother ran up
d took her little daughter in her arms and

Iy laid her
. the 1 die. Three physi ailed,

verything

zx, but in four hours after the accident

Bessie closed her eyes to the scenes of

earth. Funeral services by Bro. Noah Fisher,

from 2 Sam. 12: 19. Mrs. Mary Hosler.

BIXLER.—Near Wakarusa, Ind., Feb. 1,

897, John Bixler, aged 83 years, 3 months and
2 days. He was born in Fayette County,
'a. He was a consistent member of the
.lennonite church for about sixty years. Ser-
ices by J. F, Funk, A. Murnaw
nd the writer, from 2 Tim. 4: 6,

;

I Me
VOYLES.-In Litchfield, III., Jan. 30. 1897,

of paralysis of the brain, sister Polly Voyles,

aged 63 years and 10 months. She leaves

husband and seven children. Funeral con-

ducted by the writer, assisted by J3ro. B. E.
Kesler. Text, 2 Cor. 5:1.

Michael Florv.

MILLER.—In the Union Center church,
Ind., Jan. 12, 1897, John J. Miller, aged 83 years,

onths and 4 days. Services by the writer,

sted by Bro. Daniel Shively, from James
4- John Metzler,



ebruary 20, 1897.

cuuSS. — r " ,De Snake Spring church,

ledford Co,, Pa., Bro. Daniel Shuss, aged

s and 7 months. He united with the

brethren church a number of years ago.

leaves four sons and three daughters.

• companion preceded him about twenty

ars ago. Funeral services by Bro. David

etwiler, assisted by Bro. J. S. Baker.

Geo. A. Snyder.

FORNEY.— In the bounds of the Snake

, r j n g church, Bedford Co., Pa
, John S.

oroey, son of Bro Wm. and sister Mary Ann

orney, aged 28 years, 5 months and 10 days,

attending to the horses on the evening

12, he was kicked in the head and face.

s unconscious when bis father found

it he revived somewhat and lingered

morning of Jan. 14. The funeral

ervices were conducted by Bro. C. Knisley,

ed by Bro. S. Hershberger, at the house.

remains were then conveyed to the

lershberger burying ground.

Geo. A. Snyder.

PAULUS.—In the Elkhart Valley church,

;ikhart Co., Ind., Jan. 22, 1807, Bro. Henry

;, aged 71 years, 10 months and 24 days.

is born in Bedford County, Pa., Feb.

5. In 1843 he came to Elkhart County;

1846 he was married to Susan Cripe. H

nd his wife united with the church aboi

hirty-five years ago. He has remained

[insistent member until bis death. To them

ere born fourteen children. Four son:

iree daughters are still living. He lc

loving wife and seven children. Funeral

:rvices at Elkhart, by the writer and J,

;ulp from 2 Tim. 4: 7. John Mbtzlei

SLEPPY.—In the Newton church, Mi

;o., Ohio, Bro. John Sleppy, aged 86 years

ind 8 months. His wife preceded him t

spirit land four months before. Funeral and

;nt at Sugar Grove. D. D. Wine,

THE G-OSFIEJL ^tSSS333STC3-EK..

ADVERTISEMENTS <

Baltimore City Church.

We Tan Hides,

Life and Sermons of Eld. James Qulnter.

noble life is a poem of the Infinite,"

1 noted author. It is true and we are glad
our Brotherhood has men who, in the
less all around, have shone out as bright
on the firmament of truth. This is

ht fresh to our minds in glancing through
ages of "Life and Sermons of Eld. James
'«." No one can read an account of Bro.
:er's life without feeling deeply and favor-

My impressed. Price, post-paid, $1.25. To
listers, $1.00. Special terms to agents.

ArtHr,
s this office.

Classified Minutes of Annual Meeting.

Not all the members of our church have
j>at perfect knowledge of our principles, that
'• s

<> desirable. Others there are who are well
cquainted with the church as it exists, but
'ho would like to know something of her past
Ij'tory, as regards her gradual growth and de-

Pment. In fact, all who are interested in
welfare of the church, that is so dear to all
s. should have access to a complete com-
tion, such as is found in the "Classified
utes ot Annual Meeting," with the appen-

802
C°

1
?,
ta,mnK ^e Minutes up to the year

ind'inB 'IT
11 ,biS W°rk at °aly |IS° f0r cloth

QPDl "

SUrC tD Send for a copy wniIe the
HP y is stiU on hand. Those who have tht

lit t

°f the "Classified Minutes," ca*

nlv «.
APP«dlx" in separate binding (01

»»*Se«m, Addreiiihi. office.

New Brethren Colony,

MOUNT MORRIS,
Morrison County, Minnesota.

No Free Lands but lite Best Lands I

Minnesota at Low Prices and
on Easn Terms!

. ,„,ly ii

Cincinnati Flyer.

Monon Route and 'C. M. & D.

Farm and Mill for Sale.

Our Publications.

Children at Work.—Weekly; well-lllustra-

:d; contains the Sunday school lesson, with
uplanation, etc., adapted to the understanding

of small children. No better publication can
be found for the little boys and girls of our
Sunday schools,

The Qospel Messenger.—A large, religious

weekly,—published in the interest of the Breth-

ren or German Baptist church and their only
recognized rhurch organ. Price, $1.50 pei

The Young Disciple.—An illustrated week,
ly for the young. This is one of the most in-

teresting Sunday school papers published, and
should be used in all the schools within reach
of our people.

ingle .* So

Brethren's Family Almanac—Every fam
ily should have this Almanac; complete in ev
ery way. Price, per copy, 10 cents; special

terms to energetic agents.

Brethren's Quarterly.—Prepared for all ad
vanced classes. It contains the lesson text

and a complete explanation of the lesson

throughout. In preparing this quarterly

keep constantly in view the needs of the

Brotherhood, and aim to fully adapt it to their

Single subscription, one few y

10 copies and ovor jjf eenl

Juvenile Quarterly.—Prepared especially

for the intermediate classes. This is one of the

neatest, and best illustrated qnarterlies

lished. The pictures are selected with great

care, and every lesson is illustrated. The little

folks are delighted with it.

Single

Sunday School Supplies.—We keep any
thing that is used in Sunday school work
Write us for prices on goads not adver-

tised here,

Sunday School Reward Cards.—Onr stock

of cards is large and presents a va

in styles and prices so as to please

Please send ns a trial order and be

vinced.

r Designs, very One gilt edge, slie

aosBed Designs, size 4xS,

" '--i Landscape and Flowers,

joss'ed, extra One, Bi*e3«x6H,. .

Is and Landscape, slieBiBM
sand Landscape, else 8x8*,- - -

vers and Landscape, size 3><xl% .

sand Landscape, sixe3Mx»i,. . .

iBoenery, ali8 3^x6«

e2x$4,. . .

Other Helps.—We are prepared to finlsi

Bible Dictionaries, Commentaries, Maps, aoV

Bibles of every description, Always writs

before ordering elsewhere.

When ordering card* be sue to give aam
and price as well as the aaroa. to tba

e may be ao mstane.

1897
Brethren's Family Almanac

Our Almanac for 1897 has been greatly en-
larged and well deserves a place in every fam-
ily. Send ten cent* for a copy, or, better
yet, semi JftJ.tiO for the Gospel Mkssbn-

the end of 1897, and receive

the Almanac

FREE.
BTWe also offer liberal Inducements to

agents who are prepared to push the sale of

the Almanac. Write usl

James T. Quinlan,

Shipping and Commission Merchant

305 S, Charles St., Ualtir

Teeter's Commentary.

You shcuud, by all means, have the

New Testament Commentary, because,

I Tt is non-sectarian.

2. It is brief and to the point.

3. No effort is made to evade the senseof a

single text, however unpopular.

4. It Is Impartial in its explanation of all

texts, whether doctrinal, practical, or historical

5. It does not burden the reader with lengthy

speculative theories.

6. More actual knowledge may be gained in

a given time of its study, than of others, be-

cause of its close adherence to the text.

7. Its arrangement Is simple, and easily

comprehended, by even the ordinarily educat-

ed.

8. Its style of language is especially adapt-

ed to the common reader.

q. Seven helps arc usually fouid. on each

page to get at the truth, vis.,

(1) The Authorized (or common) Version of

the New Testament.

(2) The Revised Version of the New Testa-

{4) The best marginal readings of the Au-

thorized Version.

(S) The marginal readings of the Revised

Version,

'6) The explanatory notes on the text

(7) The references in the notes, (a) to otbei

notes, directly on the subject or in comparison

with it; (b) to other texts, directly on the sub-

ject or in* comparison with it

in. It Is a safe book to have in a family ot

children, because (1) it will lead them into the

truth, and (2) keep them out of religious error.

II. The small price asked for it is as nothing

compared with the great good that may be had

from a diligent study of it by all classes of per-

sons. (1) It will impress the unconverted to

heed the bidding of Christ, "Come unto me,"

etc. (2) It will equip the Christian to "give a

reason of the hope that is in " him. (3) It will

aid the Sunday school worker in the study of

his New Testament lesson. (4) It will furnish

the minister with many subjects among the

notes, sufficiently expanded for the ground-

work of sermons, directly in line with the sense

of the place and text.

The work is in two large volumes, The

print is excellent and the binding the very

best.

Bound in cloth, per set, - - • U 00
Bound In half leather, - - - - 4 S°
Boand in morocco, ... - 5 00

On receipt of price the two volumes will be

eat prepaid to any pan of the United States

Good terms to agents deiirlai tr * -•

htwork. Address:

baaibnait 1 FoBbiiHma Co,,

Ht. Morris, III
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ANNOUNCEMENTS * *

OISTRICT flF.ETINOS.

LOVE FEASTS.

North Dakota!
SPECIAL INDUCEMENTS FOR

HOME -SEEKERS!

Free Lands, which Produce all the

Staple Crops. No Uncer-

tainty in Title !

PREE AS AIR. - Government Land is free

(lOOD CROPS. -That the land is good
shown by the crops produced.

NO TAXES.— Homesteads cannot he taxed

until patent is issued.

NO STONES AND STUMPS.-Prairie land

is always ready Eor the plow. A crop can

lie raised on the sod plowing. No fertilizer

is needed.

THE CLIAIATE.-The climate in North Da-
kota gives vigor and health to man and an-

nual life, 'I he winter has no chilling, shiv-

'nnj.', cnlil, urn! tin- summer no oppressive,

sweltering heat.

THE WATER.-Good water is to be had in

wells from fifteen to thirty feet deep.

STOCK RAIS1NO AND DAIRYING. - No
better grasses in the world; few animal dis-

eases; no s)oppy, muddy ground (or ani-

mals to stand in. All conditions favor dai-

rying. No artificial butler color needed.

GARDENING.— Persons fond of making gar-

den can gratify their taste to the fullest

MARKET TOWNS. -Along the Great North-
ern Railway will be found towns, with good
stores and oilier facilities.

SCHOOLS AND CHURCHES.-No one need
fear a lack of schools and churches in

North Dakota.

WHAT VOU SHOULD DO.— If you are an
eastern renter, or have a farm too small
to make a good living for yourself and give
your children a start, go to North Dakota
and locate m the Red River Valley, Dev-
il's Lake District, or Turtle Mountain
Country.

GOOD PROOF.-During the past two or three
years many Brethren from eastern States
have located at no less than eighteen points

along the Great Northern Railway. They
seni committees in investigate the^ouMrj
before a person located. The fact that sev-
eral hundred of them have already gone to

thai Slate to live may he taken as proof
positive, not only of the fertility of the soil,

but of the salubrity of the climate, sufficien-

cy of the rainfall, and the fair conditions in

other respects.

IF YOU WANT printed matter about North
Dakota, containing testimonials of peo-
ple who live there and speak from expe-

FARMING

H.LflNDS

i aboi

Horns Off!

Qulcksellerl Good pro at I

A, W. BRAY'ION, Migl Obemiit,
Mount Morrli, I

Prairie L§S5J>HS£
Lands will m-i-rr he rhcuper Hum

noirll

FREE HOMESTEADS

l'i-il Hi,- hvuniiful KENP1ARE and
BOWBELLS Country, near the "Des

LIGNJTE
|||

Cp^L
i

n.lirl"On lb. So. LI...-

BRETHREN l,™,CMK„^. '„°,i;',

OUR ILLUSTRATED LAND PRIMERS

HALF FARES ft.V
HXf halVrate<

...BHETHREN...

NORTH DAKOTA
Should Consider well the Advantages

Offered by the

...Land Department...

Northern Pacific Railway Co.

Free reuv Gment land,
...Crop-Payment Land.

Choice Railroad Land

The EUREKA Fence Posts.

Doctrinal Outlines

> ;i l>....k ..f 77 closely-printed pages that is

wing in favor wherever it is known. It is a

k for ministers, Sunday school workers and
ers, containing outlines on the following:

itorical. Doctrinal, Missionary, Secret Soa-
rs, Honnletics, Revivals, The Sunday School,

e Home.
t is highly prized in Smyrna, (See page 41

Mbssbngbr.) Order soon, as the number
hand is limited. Price, paper cover 15

its; cloth, 25 cents, prepaid.

Brethren's Publishing Co,,

Mt. Morris, 111

Numerous Public Schools, a Commo-
dious Churchhouse, Fertile Soil,

Healthy Climate, Good Water,
Competing Railroads, Etc.

-February 20 ijJm

B. L. CARTER, Glrard, 111.,

Dry Goods, Shoes, Etc

SILK WATCH CHAINS

Teeter's Commentary

The prices on this popular and
liable Commentary have now been

duced to the following:

Cloth Binding, two volumes, - $4.0

Half Leather, two volumes, - - 4.5

Half Morocco, two volumes, - -5.0

Address. Brethren's Publishing Cr

Mt. Morns

*t<i for Sfiuial Pricts to Ape*

THE TIME FOR ACTION
HAS ARRIVED!

Spring Excursions, Rates, Etc.

Free Map3 and Publications

C. W. MOTT,

Victor Headache Specific

—CURES-
HEADACHES,

HEADACHES,
HEADACHES!

It Is No Experiment!

It Is No Narcotic!

It Does Not Stupefy!

It Does Kill P

FAltMKH, LOOK UEliE!

The Doctrine of the brethren Defendei

We are admonished by the apostle to ^iv

eason to every man of the hope that is in

)ften we are interrogated upon points ol

hurch doctrine on which we cannot give the

lesired information, and would be glad 10

;now just where to get it. " The Doctri

the Brethren Defended " contains a con-

exposition of the Faith and Practice o

Brethren, the Divinity of the Holy Spirit, Im,

mersion, Feet-washing, the Lord's Suppei

Holy Kiss, Non-conformity, Secret Societies,

etc. Price, per copy, cloth binding, $1

ministers, $1.00. Address this office for further

Brethren's Sunday School Song Book,

Europe and Bible Lands.

Not all can go to foreign lands and s

themselves the many interesting sights pre-

sented to the observant traveler. Many 1

neither time nor means to spend ip that &
and yet they would like to know sc

thing about the world at large. To such

nmend " Europe and ,Bible Lands."

With those who are interested in Bible study

this work will always remain a fai

Those who have read the ordinary book o(

travel will be surprised to find "Europe and

Bible Lands" of thrilling interest for both
(

and young. Those who have not yet secure*

copy of the work should embrace this opportu-

nity of securing it. Price, in fine cloth binding,

ly $1.25 per copy, post-paid. To agents v

e prepared to push an active canvass of

work, we are willing to give special induce

5. Address this office for further partica-

(T^-We call special attention to our unsur-

passed facilities in procuring for our readers

any book published, at especially low prieei.

In ordering books always give title of hook,

ALL ABOUT NEBRASKA.

An illustrated pamphlet has recently been

published by the Chicago, Burlington & Qui 11
'

. R., giving complete information about

the farm lands of Nebraska. Copies may b*

without charge, upon application to P-

^

Eiistis. General Passenger Agent, Chicago

111. 1iS

Windsor
European Hotel,

TRIBUNE BLOCK,

45 to 153 Dearborn St. S. GregstsN, P'°I

CHICAGO, ILL.
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dme time ago we published the statement of an

Ohio physician in which he maintained that very

few persons are buried alive. William Tobb, F. R.

G. S,, is of a different opinion, and believes that

i burials are more frequent than we suspect, and

has written a book on the subject, reciting various

authentic cases of persons buried before life had be-

come entirely extinct. We are indebted to the Lit-

erary Digest for the information here given. Here
is one of the cases, as told by Dr. Roger S. Chew, of

Calcutta, who came near being placed in his grave

before his life's work was completed.

nursed back to life; but the tracheotomy tube (I

still carry the scar) was not finally removed till Sep-

tember, 1875." ___
eke is another case, showing that dogs may

sometimes know more than their educated masters:

" In Austria, in 1870, a man seemed to be dead, and

was placed in a coffin. After the usual three days

of watching over the supposed corpse, the funeral

commenced; and when the coffin was being carried

out of the house, it was noticed that the dog which

belonged to the supposed defunct became very

cross, and manifested great eagerness toward the

coffin, and could not be driven away. Finally, as

the coffin was about to be placed in the hearse, the

dog attacked the bearers so furiously that they

dropped it on the ground; and in the shock the lid

was broken off, and the man inside awoke from his

lethargic condition, and soon recovered his full con-

sciousness. He was alive and well at last news of

him. Dogs might possibly be of use in deciding

doubtful cases, where their master was concerned.

'

" I died, as was supposed, on the 18th of January,

1874, and was laid out for burial, as the most care-

ful examination failed to show the slightest traces

of life. I had been in this state for twenty hours,

and in another three hours would have been closed
up forever, when my eldest sister, who was leaning

over the head of my coffin crying over me, declared
she saw my lips move. The friends who had come
l o take their last look at me tried to persuade her
it was only fancy, but, as she persisted, Dr. Donald-
son was sent for to convince her that I was really

dead. For some unexplained reason he had me
taken out of the coffin and examined very carefully
from head to foot. Noticing a peculiar, soft fluctu-
ating swelling at the base of my neck, just where
Jhe clavicles meet the sternum, he went to his
brougham, came back with his case of instruments,
and, before any one could stop him or ask what he
was going to do, laid open the tumor and plunged

a tracheotomy tube, when a quantity of pus es-
caped, and, releasing the pressure on the carotids
and thyroid, was followed by a rush of blood and
some movement on my part that startled the doc-
tor- Restoratives were used, and I was slowly

But the most remarkable case cited occurred in

1889. It relates to Jeypore, the fakir, a Sanscrit

scholar, much honored by Hindus, lie went into a

trance in the presence of Chunder Sen, municipal

secretary of the Maharajah, of Jeypore, and his

brother, a doctor, who applied the stethoscope to

the fakir's heart without detecting the faintest mo-

tion The account continues: "The fakir, covered

with a white shroud, was placed in a small subter-

raneous cell built of masonry, measuring about six

feet by six feet, of rotund structure. The door was

closed and locked, and the lock sealed with Dr.

Sen's private seal and with that of Mr. Dhanna Tal,

the magistrate of the city; the flap-door leading to

the vault was also carefully fastened. At the expi-

ration of thirty-three days the cell was opened, and

the fakir was found just where he was placed, but

with a death-like appearance, the limbs having be-

come stiff as tn rigor mortis. He was brought from

the vault, and the mouth was rubbed with honey

and milk, and the body and joints massaged with

oil. In the evening, manifestations of life were ex-

hibited, and the fakir was fed with a spoonful of

milk. The next day he was given a little juice of

pulses, known as dal, and in three days he was able

eat bread and milk, his normal diet,"

uch . nfideThe author does not place very

in the usual methods of determiuing whether life is

extinct, for all tests are of no avail at times, but

maintains that we may draw important lessons from

these facts if we are so disposed. He adds, "The

lesson to our mind is, to observe the two old cus-

toms which long governed the treatment of the

dead—to watch the body till the burial took place,

and not to bury till unmistakable signs of putrefac-

tion had appeared. These customs have of late

fallen into disfavor and disuse, but, as so often hap

pens, experience is beginning to show that they

were based on reason, and not on sentiment or :

perstition—were, in fact, more truly scientific than

the usage that has superseded them." Possibly our

own people may learn a lesson or two from the in-

formation herein given. It will be good for us not

to be too hasty about burying some people in the

watery grave until we are reasonably certain that

they are dead to sin. Then, on the other hand, we

may bury members, by expulsion, before they are

dead, and thus be the indirect cause of their death.

To bury one who is yet alive is terrible to contem-

plate, but to bury, or expel, one who is not yet

spiritually dead, is far more serious.

That law is good if used lawfully, has been well

irified in the sending of Joseph R. Dunlop, the pub-

lisher of the Chicago Daily Dispatch, to the peniten-

tiary two years, for sending obscene matter through

nails. It is wise that our mails are well pro-

tected in this respect, for the good of morals as

well as for the good of Christianity. Were the

mails not thus guarded, our young people would be

constantly exposed to the very worst kind of poi-

son, and thousands of thetn would be ruined.

There are plenty of men who are willing to destroy

both the body and the soul of their fellow beings

just for the money they can make out of the wicked

business. But it is lamentable that the publisher of

a great city daily should engage in a business ho

low and so wicked as that charged against Mr. Dun-

lop. Attempts were made in the United States Su-

preme Court to have the decisions of lower. courts

set aside, but this Court refused to hear the plea.

This is certainly a right use of authority.

There seems to be but little change in the state

of affairs concerning the Isle of Crete, save that

the excitement in all parts of Europe is becoming

more intense. In a mild way some of the powers

have protested against the purpose of Greece in

annexing the island, and in one or two minor in-

stances, have interfered with her military opera-

tions, but Greece is plucky and it appears that she

is not disposed to change her course. Greek

troops have been landed on the island, and a num-

ber of conflicts have taken place with the Mussel-

men. The excitement in Greece is at fever heat.

In the old City of Athens, where Paul, more than

1,800 yrars ago, stood on Mars' Hill and pro-

claimed the Gospel of Jesus Christ, there is every

indication of military activity, and, unless some un-

foreseen influences are brought to bear in favor of

peace, there is little doubt but that a bloody con-

flict must take place between the Greeks on the

one hand and the Turks on the other. It was

hoped that Crete might pass over to Greece with-

out the shedding of blood, but there seems to be

but little ground for this hope at present. In this

struggle the Greeks and Cretans represent the

Christian faith, while the Turks are contend-

ing for the sway of Mohammedanism. It is really

a conflict between nominal Christianity and Mo-

hammedanism on a small scale. The state of af-

fairs is to be deplored on account of the evils that

must necessarily result from war, and also on. ac-

count of the danger of complicating affairs re-

specting the great eastern question. Still the

powers are proceeding cautiously, and it is to be

hoped that the conflict, if there must be one, will be

confined to the two contending parties directly in-

terested.

In nearly every church there may be some mem-

bers who—like old "receiving ships" in navy

yards, — are dry-rotted with love of the world.

They lie moored at the dock of formalism, and pre-

sent an orthodox appearance. If sent to sea, and

struck by a gale, they smash into utter wreck.

There is a certain sense in which every Christian

should love the people of the world as Christ did

when he died to save them, or as Paul did when he

consecrated himself to bring the world to Christ.

But in trying to draw the world up toward God,

we must beware lest it drag us down into sinful

conformities with its habits, its pursuits and its

practices. It is not love for sinners' souls, but love

for sins, that endangers a Christian's character,—

Theodore L. Cuyler,
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•ESSAYS?'

C0M1N0 HOME.

My ship is coming home; beside the breakers

That roll incessantly,

I catch ihc flutter, in the evening twilight,

Of sails across the sea.

And as I watch them drawing near and nearer

With onward course and straight,

I wonder if the angels with such pleasure

For souls immortal wait-

Ob, do they stand there at the port of heaven

In high expectancy,

Ready t" bail each hunn' -reluming vessel

That comes across lifers sea.

What pleasure, then, in sunset's glow and beai

W'uh drooping sails to come,

And hear those angels singing in the harbor,

" Welcome, ob, welcome home! "

'THE MINISTRATION OF THE SPlRIT."-a Cor. 3: 8.

In Nine Parts.-Part Nlne.-Splrlt-filled.

" It is expedient for you that 1 go away."—John 16: 7.

It is a healthy question for an unconverted per-

son to ask, " What must I do to be saved? " but 1

always feel bad to hear a person, who professes to

be 0.1c of the saints, ask that question. I am
tempted to doubt his conversion. Must I do this

to be save 1? Must I do that to be saved? These

are natural questions for the unsaved.

But if one has accepted Christ by faith, and has

had his sins remitted, and has received the prom-

ised baptism of the Holy Spirit, his question is dif-

ferent- I have seen a good many people in Bom-

bay, but never heard one there ask what must be

done to get to Bombay. It seems to me good, pa-

triotic citizens would sometimes enquire, rather,

I wh.it they can do to please the government of

Bombay, in which they now live.

So it is spiritually. It seems to me the natural

question for a Spirit-filled follower, is, How can I

be more pleasing to my Master? To be more like

him, what can I do that 1 have not done, or believe

thai I have not believed? Here was, perhaps, the

dear Lord's motto: " I do always those things that

aie pleasing unto the Father." For the unconvert-

ed, toe question is, " What must I do to be saved?
"

For the converted it is, " What can I do or believe

that the Father may find more pleasure in me? "

If a man says he is not saved, then tell him what

tu do tu be saved. If he says he is saved, ask him

il Jesus always pleased the Father, If he then

sa>s, " No," tell him he counts Jesus a poor Savior

indeed, but if he says, " Yes," then ask him why he

dues not follow the personal example of Jesus more

closely, and in like manner also please the Father.

It is not only what we have to do to be saved, but

what we can do to please him. Here is the key-

note to the Spirit-filled life.

Shall we pray for the baptism of theSpirit? Yes,

if we do not have it. If we have it, why pray for

it? But we can, and, I think, should pray for a re-

muring of the Spirit, or a refilling, every day. The
Psalmist prayed, " Renew a right spirit within me."

(Ps. 51: 10), and the apostle to the Gentiles said,

" The inward man is renewed day by day " (2 Cor.

4: 16), and " Be renewed in the Spirit of your

mind." (Eph. 4: 23). Let us learn of the Spirit

how to pray (Rom. 8: 26 J.

11 we fully recognize our baptism of the Holy
Ghost; if we are literally "filled with the Spirit"

(Eph. 5; 18), what results may reasonably be ex-

petted? Let us enumerate in part:

Spirit-filled members will sing and be glad in the

Lord. (Eph. 5: 19).

Spirit-filled brethren will recognize the hand of

God in all things, and give him thanks for all.

(Verse 20).

Spirit-filled members will prefer to put some <

else to the front than themselves, and will yield

opinion gracefully, (Verse 21),

Spirit-filled

shine through their husb;

mand them. (Verse 22)

Spirit-filled husbands

that the wives can rejoict

church. (Verse 25).

Spirit-filled child:

11 pr fer to yield to

rather than to (

love their wives

Christ loved the

ill ek to pie the

11 be strong in the Lord,

it so strong. (Verse 10).

1 never pray old, sing-

will pray in the

ber, of good be-

younger ministers

parents in the Lord. (Eph. 6: 1).

Spirit -filled fathers will never tease nor provoke

their little ones. (Verse 4).

Spirit filled employees will labor to advance the

interests of their employers. (Verse 5).

Spirit-filled employers will see that employees

get credit for all they are worth; not threatening

them but showing them what and how in the work.

(Verse 9).

Spirit-filled brethi

helping others who are no'

Spirit-filled leaders will

song, thoughtless prayer

Spirit. (Verse 18).

Spirit-filled elders will

havior, apt to teach, givin;

plenty of work to do, and having their own homes

models of goodness. ( 1 Tim. 3: 2-3).

Spirit -filled deacons will tell a man the same to

his face as they would say in his absence. They

won't wait for their office to use them, but they will

use their office. (V<

Spirit-filled deacoi

on spiritual topics,

(Verse n).
Spirit-filled peoph

food. (I Tim. 4: 5).

Spirit filled rich members will be the most hum-

ble, ready to distribute, willing to communicate,

trusting in the living God. (1 Tim. 6: 17).

Spirit-filled preachers will live exemplary lives,

not caring so much how they preach as what. (1

Tim. 4: 12)

Spirit-filled homes will always be adorned with

family worship. (1 Thess. 5: 17).

Spirit-filled workers, rightly dividing the Word

wives will be able to talk

d pray at any opportunity.

ill eat unsanctified

of Truth, will never feel like sheep dog*. (2 Tim.

2:15).

Spirit-filled women will be crowned with divine

ornaments and not with baser metals. (1 Pet. 3: 3.

4).

Spirit-filled debtors will always do theii very ut-

most to pay all. (Rom. 13: 8).

Spirit-filled men will love each other, and love

will come beaming from their faces. (John 13:

34).

ople will be afraid to give

not in the Lord, lest they

(2 Cor. 6: 14).

though they may suffer, or

•ill not complain. (Philpp.

Spirit-filled young p
their hand to any one

should displease him.

Spirit-filled believer;

be poor in this world,

4Mi).
Spirit-filled missionaries will humbly and dili-

gently work in harmony with the church they rep-

resent. (Acts 28: 31).

Spirit-filled disciples will ever be interested in

being identified with that body of believers which

walks closest to the New Testament. (Acts 24:

14)-

Spirit-filled love feasts will be foretastes of heav-

en. (Rev. 19:9).

Spirit-filled council-meetings will be like family

reunions. (1 Thess. 5: 5).

Spirit-filled children of the King will be very

careful toward them that are not in the fold, so as

to win them. (Col.* 4: 5).

Spirit-filled children of the Kingdom will regard

every other child of the eternal family as if he were

the very Christ himself. (Matt, 25: 40).

Spirit-filled vines in the vineyard of the Lord will

produce nine-fold manner of fruits. (Gal. 5: 22,

23).

Spirit filled heii

ly free from all

egotism and pridt

come. (2 Cor. 5: 15).

Spirit-filled stewards will not need a law of one

cent a week, nor even one apportioned to the tax*

I

es, nor yet the law of the tenth, for they will give

to the throne will be manifest-

elfishness, filthiness, stinginess,

living for the life which is to

according as the Lord has prospered them. (1 Cor.

16: 2).

Spirit-filled Christians will not do anything to

others they would not want done to themselves,

and they will give just such privileges as they them-

selves would like to have. (Luke 6: 31).

Spirit-filled individuals will have power with

men, and power with God; power, power. (Acts 9

8). The Spirit-filled church will look forth as the

morning, fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and ter-

rible as an army with banners. (Cant. 6: 10).

O, blessed Holy Spiritl An inexhaustible theme!

A helping and strengthening subject! A deep and

precious doctrine! More priceless and more gl

ous as we meditate on his mission within us!
'

absence of the One is expedient that the presence of

the other may be made manifest! "Quench not

Bulsar, hid.

THE ORIGIN OF INFANT BAPTISM.

The vast majority of those who practice the rite

of infant baptism have a vague idea that it is a New
Testament ordinance, resting, for its authority, on

the sanction of Christ and the practice of the apos-

tles. It certainly is a vague idea, for which those

who hold it could give no intelligent reason. Very

few scholars or theologians now contend that the

rite is based on the explicit teaching of Scripture.

No wise man would contend that " chapter and

verse " can be quoted decisively, or other than in-

ferentially, in its favor. It is not the result of any

known command. The late Dr. Jowett has many

sympathizers when he says, " There are grounds

enough for infant baptism; the mistake is in trying

to find them in the New Testament." It has often

been proved that the practice cannot have an earli-

er origin than the latter part of the second century,

when the church had lost much of its spirituality,

and had suffered from an intermingling with its or-

iginal form of worship of distinctively Pagan ele-

ments. In a recent issue of the "' Academy," Mr,

Whitley Stokes devotes to this subject a letter with

which all our readers should be familiar. He is an

authority on folk-lore, to the influence of which he

contends that infant baptism may be traced. In

his view, its actual origin as an ecclesiastical ordi-

nance and the time of its adoption are not accur-

ately known. " All that seems certain about this

rite is that it was taken into the Christian system

towards the end of the second century, and that,

down to the fourth, it had decided adversaries, of

whom Tertullian was the chief." Mr. Stokes fur-

ther "suggests, with the deference becoming one

who is not a professional theologiam," that the

source of Christian infant baptism is not only to be

found in folk-lore, but " that this kind of baptism

was originally a Pagan rite of purification, which,

at first, perhaps, included the mother as well as the

child." " There is," he says, " evidence that such

a rite existed among the heathen Norsemen, the

heathen Celts, two unconverted West African

tribes, and lastly the Mexicans before the arrival of

the Spaniards." After giving four instances of the

heathen baptism of children, taken from "that

vast, but almost unexplored treasury of folk-lore,

the romantic literature of the mediaeval Irish," Mr.

Stokes adds: "It will have been observed in all

these Irish cases the naming of the child is associ-

ated with its ceremonial cleansing."

From the evidence of these facts, Mr. Stokes can

see his way but to one conclusion: " It is certain

that the ceremonial cleansing of new-born children

existed among Pagan races in many different parts

of the world, and it may fairly be inferred that

some such rite was found among all the Pagan

races with which the early Christians came in con-

tact. From one or more of these races (t>ut

which?) it is probable that the Christians of the

second century borrowed the practice of infant

baptism, spiritualizing the rite so as to adapt it to

the doctrines of original sin and regeneration."

In a subsequent issue of the " Academy," Mr-

Stokes' position is admitted by Mr. S. O. Addy, tn<

author of " Household Tales and Traditional R«*
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mains," who affirms that " doubtless Mr. Whitley,

Stokes is right in saying that Christian infant bap

tism was originally a Pagan rite of purification.

That it was such a rite in England is proved by the

custom, still occasionally found in the Midland

Counties, of taking a plate of salt into church at

ism, the belief being that a child baptized near

salt will be sure to go to heaven. Among the

Norsemen it was usual to put salt into the mouth

a t baptism, and a cross-shaped salt-cellar was used

by them during the ceremony."

These are significant and important statements

—

made not lightly but deliberately, and by men of

jcholarly standing, not by Baptists, but by Pedo-

baptists, in the interests, not of a church or a sect,

but of simple historical research. Attempts have

been made to set them aside, but hitherto without

success. It is not a pleasant thought, but is it not

true, that infant baptism is essentially a Pagan rite?

It has assuredly no claim on our observance.— IV.

//., in Baptist Magazine,
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SIN WILL OUT.

u.l tli.

r sins will find you out."—Num. 32: 23.

i nothing covered that shall not be re

1 shall not be known."—Luke 12: 2.

The two great law-givers,—Moses and Christ,

—

lave declared the same principle,—that sin will be

manifested. John says, "Sin is the transgression

of the law." I John 3: 4. A man may sin against

God, his fellow-man or against himself. In either

his sins are sure to find him out at some time

and place. A man may commit some petty offense

ist the civil law and after the lapse of a certain

time the offense is " outlawed." Not so with sin,

—

time or place will not outlaw it,—it must be met

washed away in.the blood of Jesus or met in

great judgment day,

dam sinned andliis sin was not long in finding

out. Like many other sinners he tried to

blame somebody else for it. He half-way blamed

God for it,
—" The woman thou gavest me, she did

eat," etc. The inference may be drawn, " If thou

t given me a different woman I would not have

sinned."

The children of Israel sinned when they heeded
the false report of the ten spies instead of the true

rt of the two. Their sin was not long in find-

ing them out. When they saw God's summary
ment on the false spies, and heard the terrible

penalty that was to be visited upon them, they

were made very sensible of their sins.

The sins of the antediluvians found them out in

* way perhaps least expected. The drunkard sins

against God and his own body; his sins will find

out soon, they are manifested in his red eyes

nose, in his poverty and his waning intellect.

sins of the debauchee will find him out. We
a case on record of a fast young man who in-

herited a very large estate. His daily income was
2,003. This he determined to spend as fast as it

came. He hired a number of other young men,
whose lives were similar to his own, to spend their

time with him in a way he might dictate. They
Jpent their time in revelry, drinking, and sensuality.
Two years of such a life resulted in his death. His
sins found him out.

n is written on the memory and when the sin-

ner retires to wrap himself in nature's sweet restor-
"
r

.
it will visit him and cause him uneasiness.

Sin is sometimes visited on posterity. The fa-
hers eat sour grapes and they set the children's

Jeeth on edge. If sins do not find out the sinner
before, they will at the judgment. Some who
thought they were good will go to the left hand be-
cause »

ye did it not to the least of these, my
^ethren." Oh, sinner, bring your sins to Jesus

nave them washed away in his precious blood,

.

h« you may stand acquitted in the great day of
^gment,

Milford, Ind,

FALSE TEACHER5

We have so many references in the Scriptures to
this class of teachers, that it may be profitable to

us to give the subject some attention. Paul, who
had large experience, calls our attention to this

matter in 2 Cor. 11: 13-15, saying, "For such arc

false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming
themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no
marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an
angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his

ministers also be transformed as the ministers of

righteousness; whose end shall be according to

theii >rks.'

Here it is shown that even Satan has his min-
isters, and also that they assume to be ministers of

Christ. They are even called apostles. Then it is

not to be wondered at, that Jesus said, " Take heed
what ye hear." Mark 4: 24. Peter locates some of

them, at least, as being among the true followers of

the Savior. He says, " But there were false prophets
also among the people, even as there shall be

false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in

damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that

brought them, and bring upon themselves swift de-

struction." 2 Pet. 2: 1. We have Paul confirming

what Jesus and Peter have given us. He says, " Al-

so of your own selves shall men arise, speaking per-

verse things, to draw away disciples after them."

Acts 20: 30.

The object in this case seems to be a desire to have

followers, and in order to have that desire gratified

they will speak perverse things. This is what the

carnal mind desires, and hence falls in line with the

false teachers. A false teacher has no chance at all

with those who are led by the Holy Spirit. There

is even danger, if they are not on their guard, that

they give way to their lower nature. Peter says,

" For when they speak great swelling words of van-

ity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh,

through much wantonness, those thit were clean

escaped from them who live in error. While they

promise them liberty, they themselves are the ser-

vants of corruption." 2 Pet. 2: iS, 19.

Here it is shown to be possible for such as had

made their escape, to be captured by those false

teachers. The Savior says, "Take heed therefore

how ye hear." Luke 8: 18. When any one comes

to you as a teacher, you should lest his teaching as

follows: If it be pleasing to your carnal nature,

you may well afford to question the safety of it.

Rom. 8: 7 says, " Because the carnal mind is en-

mity against God." Then we have a good rule by

which to test the teachers and their doctrine, " For

the natural man receivtth not the things of the

Spirit of God." I Cor. 2: 14.

Here is where I am at a loss to understand those

who say they have attained to a high standard of

sanctity, and yet will ignore the plain "thus saith

the Lord," which word was brought to us by the di-

recting power qf the Holy Spirit. And yet those

persons claim to be under the Holy Spirit's in-

fluence. There must be a mistake somewhere.

THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD.

BY DANIEL HAYS.

What the sun is to the physical world, Christ is

to the spiritual world. Things, in order to be

beautiful, must be true,—symmetrical. Persons, in

order to be beautiful, must be true and good.

Some men have been great in intellect; some have

been great in action,—but we look in vain among

the children of men for one who combines in him-

self greatness in intellect and greatness in action

and morals. There is but one who is the embodi

ment of the true, the beautiful, the good. Christ,

alone, is great in intellect, great in action, and great

in life.

As the Sun of Righteousness Christ rises in the

East, is heralded by eastern sages. In the middle

of his manhood, and in the zenith of his glory, he

stands in the temple at Jerusalem as the world's

Great Teacher. In his descent upon Calvary,
through the blackness and darkness of the cross, he
rises in the glory that excelleth,—"the true Light
that lighteth every man that cometh into the
world."

Christ is the light of the world. He gives light

to the Jews. He gives light to the Gentiles. Asia
looks to him for light. America receives light

from Christ. Christ is the world's light from East
to West, from pole to pole.

Christ is the light. The light is in him, and em-
anates from him. He is not a lamp that needs to

be replenished with oil. He shines with an ever-

increasing light, and with an inherent energy of his

own. The church may reflect the light of Christ,

as the prophet says, " Arise, shine; for thy light is

d the glory of the Lord is risen upon
the Isa. 60:

As the light of the world, Christ is where all may
see the light. He appeared in the world's great

center; he said nothing in secret; he commissioned
his apostles to teach all nations. He not only
shines over all, but he is a light set down among
the children of men that shines in every family that

invites him, and in every heart that loves him.

Christ is the light that moves on before us, 1(

we would have the light, we must follow him.
" He that followeth me shall not walk in darkness,

but shall have the light of life." If we fail to see

the light, it is because we cease to follow Christ.

He is a light in his teaching; he is a light in his ex-

ample; he is a light in his life.

1. The light in his teaching. In Matt. 18, when
the disciples asked Jesus, " Who is the greatest in

the kingdom of heaven? Jesus called a little child

unto him and set him in the midst of them, and

said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be con-

verted, and become as little children, ye shall not

enter into the kingdom of heaven." Here we sec

teaching by illustration and comparison, enforced

by an unmistakable application. To be converted

is to become as a little child, in teachableness and

in disposition. Conversion is made a condition of

entrance into the kingdom. Men and women need

conversion; children do not. Then follows a direct

answer to the question, "Whosoever therefore

shall humble himself as this little child, the same

is greatest in the kingdom of heaven."

In Mark 10: 13-16, "they brought young chil-

dren to him, that he should touch them: and his dis-

ciples rebuked those that brought them, But when

Jesus saw it, he was much displeased, and said unto

them, Suffer the little children to come unto me,

and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of

God. Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not

receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he

shall not enter therein. And he took them up in

his arms, put his hands upon them, and blessed

them."

Here the same lesson is presented to us in a dif-

ferent form. The mistaken disciples are informed

by the Savior that of such (little children) is the

kingdom of God. He tells them that the kingdom

of God, which is composed of God's children, is to

be received as a little child, making the disposition

of a child in receiving the kingdom the test of an

entrance into it. An entrance into the kingdom re-

quires more than form. The entrance is more than

a door through which we may pass with meaning-

less formality. A change in life and disposition is

required. When our Savior "took the little chil-

dren up in his arms, put his hands upon them and

blessed them, he did not command his disciples to

do the same to other children, but he does com-

mand them, " Go ye into all the world and preach

the Gospel to every creature. He that believeth

and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believ-

eth not shall be damned." Mark 16: 15, 16.

2. The tight in his example. " For even hereunto

were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us,

leaving us an example, that ye should follow his

steps: Who did no sin, neither was guile found in

his mouth: Who, when he was reviled, reviled not

again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but

committed himself to him that judgeth righteous-

ly." 1 Pet. 2: 21-23.
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In this we see the great lesson of patience under

suffering, a meek disposition, returning good for

evil, and a life of self-sacrifice for the good of oth-

ers." This is an example of the inner life,—the

higher life,—the true life. This is the life every

Christian should live. It is peace on earth. It is

a foritaste of heaven. It prepares the soul for

heaven.

In John 13 we have an account of Christ rising

from supper, laying aside his garments, taking a

towel, girding himself, pouring water into a basin,

washing his disciples' feet, and wiping them with

the towel wherewith he was girded. Then, after

he had washed their feet, had taken his garments,

and was set down again, he said unto them, " Know

ye what 1 have done unto you? Ye call me Master

and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am. If I then,

your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye

also ought to wash one another's feet, for I have

given you an example, that ye should do as I have

done to you."

In this we see an observance as literal as any-

thing in the Bible, acted out in every detail by the

great Teacher and Founder of Christianity, and

as literally and in detail enjoined upon the disci-

ples, to do the same thing in the same way to one

another, as he had done to them. He then backs

the observance and the precept with the declara-

tion, "Verily, verily I say unto you, The servant is

not greater than his lord; neither he that is sent

greater than he that sent him. If ye know these

things, happy are ye if yc do them." If this be a

lesson of humility, it is also a lesson of obedience.

If, deep down in this observance, there be a higher

truth.—a spiritual benefit,— lifting the soul heaven-

ward, how shall we reach that truth, and obtain the

benefit, except through the literal observance of

the precept of the Masters' It is through the sym-

bol that we reach the spiritual. If that higher at-

tainment be happiness, if it be to have a part with

Christ, if it be to show humility and common
brotherhood, then do we see, in this example of

the Savior, not an empty form, but the embodiment

of a great truth.

3. The light in his lift. " In him was life; and the

life was the light of men." John 1:4. Who does

not in the life of Christ see a perfect model? On
the human side it was pure; on the divine side it

was glorious. The life of Christ diffuses itself with

an energy that begets life in each regenerate soul.

The life that is in Christ is in his Word, and,

through the influence of the Holy Spirit, the word

of life is planted in the heart, and springs up

within the soul,—a life begotten in the image of

Christ,—and in due time comes forth, born of the

water and of the Spirit, a new creature, to walk in

newness of life.

In the apostolic age, Christian men and women
had the life of Christ in their souls, and they

shrank from no hardship, from no duty, from no

persecution. The life within lifted them above the

storms of human opposition, and all the world

wonders at the steady progress and the onward

march of the Christian religion in the face of perse-

cution, and amid the darkness of an age of super-

sti'ion and idolatry. The apostles, as witnesses of

the sufferings of Christ, carried the same zeal and

devotion with them in their work, so that it was
Christ within them that made duty and suffering

for Jesus' sake, their glory and joy.

Christ, in his life, honored the Word of God by
obeying it. Why should not we? He showed hi

love for all conditions of men by living among
them, healing their diseases, and. by his example
and teaching, showing them the way of life,

Christ "tasted death for every man." "My sins

brought Christ to me and me to Christ."

O the cross, the cross, that draws all men to

Christ! There is no human need, there is no hu-

man suffering that may not look to the Savior of

men for comfort. The child may trust him. The
aged may lean upon him. If there be an incentive

to high and holy action among men and women to-

day, it is because they get the inspiration in the

life of Jesus Christ. It is the life that shines with

-increasing glory unto the perfect day. There

times when we fall under a cloud of disap-

pointment because of human weakness and human

perfection, but, above it all, the true light shines

forever on the soul turned toward it in a life of

faith and obedience.

Before the brightness and glory of the life of

Christ the darkness of history vanishes, and the

legends of ancient mythology roll back as mist be-

fore the rising sun. Superstition no longer hangs

pall over the minds of men enlightened by

the truth of the Son of God, and we look forward

with glowing hope and ardent anticipation of the

day, when "the light that shineth unto the perfect

day" shall come, "and there shall be no night

there."

Broadway, Va.

JAY

The following question was, a few days ago, pre-

sented to the Presbytery of North Philadelphia, and

answered by it in the affirmative:

tall a constitutional rule be adopted as follows: ' Candi-

of licensure, in addition lo the examination required by

chapter 15, section 4 of the form of government, shall be dili-

gently examined in the English Bible, and shall be required

to exhibit a good knowledge of its contents and of the relation

of its separate parts and portions to each other.' ?
"

Every one who believes that a teacher ought to

understand what he teaches, and every one who

bases his faith on the Bible, as the Word of God,

over against the teachings of men, will certainly

say that this is a step in the right direction.

The Brotherhood has always been noted for the

emphasis which it has laid on the Holy Scriptures;

but is there not danger that the ministers of other

denominations will become better acquainted with

the Divine Revelation than those of our own

church? Would it not be humiliating, if, on en-

tering a worldly church, one of our ministering

brethren should be made to acknowledge that the

man in the pulpit knew more about the Bible than

he himself? If other denominations take the ac-

tion stated above and we do not, is there not dan-

ger of this becoming the case?

Required systematic study under competent

teachers will certainly yield more knowledge than

haphazard, now-and-then individual reading. Fur-

ther, require of a man to come up to a certain

standard before conferring an honor upon him, and

you give him an impetus to reach that standard.

Require a proper standard of excellence for entrance

into an office, and you protect that office from

incompetent officials. The world is thus exacting

of applicants for its positions, and Jesus commends
their wisdom in their generation as above that of

the children of light. God requires absolute holi-

ness for admittance into heaven,—"nothing that

in any way defileth shall enter therein,"—and so he

maintains perpetual holiness in heaven. When a

man finds wisdom shall he use it?

In view of these facts, would it not be a wise

move for Annual Meeting to require from hence-

forth that every man, before being ordained to the

ministry, be required, before a competent committee

appointed by his District Meeting to pass a satis-

factory examination on each book of the English

Bible?

Oaks, Pa
_

"D01NQ AS YOU PLEASE."

Having just read the statement that a certain

person refused to cast his lot with the people of

God because he could not do as he pleased if he

did, has prompted me to say something on that

line. We are bold to say it is the Christian that

does as he pleases, while it is the sinner and non-

professor that are under restrictions. This is. by

no means, a new doctrine, but as " old as the hills."

The men or women that have been truly convert-

d, born again, are free, — the truth has mad
(

hem free,—they are not under the law of restritl

ion. They are under grace and they have n

ire to do anything but what is right. Where
,.

here a law, human or divine, that says you shall

not do what is right? There are no prohibitory

rules to govern the righteous man. All restrictive

aws or prohibitory rules are for the wro*g-doer.

The unconverted man has no business in th{

hurch, and the church is much better without hin

All converted persons do as they please, becaust

hey do not please to do anything but what
i

right. They please God and thus please them.

;s, and please the church. It is doing a;

please, a'l the time. Is it eating, drinking, talk-

ng, praying, worshiping, dressing, or engagi

iocial pastime,—they do as they please, for their

ipirit leads them to the things that free minds, fret

bodies and free souls delight in doing.

It is the unconverted sinner, the worldly-minded,

selfish slave to lust that can't do as he pleases,

is in bondage,—he is the one that is restricted,

For him prohibitory laws are enacted, becau;

very make-up is rebellion against God- and man,

le wants liberty to indulge his morbid propensi-

es to that degree that he encroaches upo

ghts of his neighbor, and for that he is restricted

and continually butting his head against the stem

ealities of laws made to coerce him. Talk about

hurch members being under restriction or prohib-

ited from doing as they please,—that is all a grand

:onception of these privileges, except in cases

re they are church members, lacking the

verting power of God's grace.

lere are no people on this wide earth so free u

the real disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ. They

bound to no tyrannical customs of a fashic

ble society. They are not under oath to any se-

cret orders of heathenish origin. They are nc

the necessity of worshiping at the shri

the God of this world, or keeping step v.

marching army of imps from the depths of dark-

ss. They don't care, so far as their individu

es and privileges go, if Belshazzar has a

y night. They don't attend. They are children

of a King who has given to them the freedon

this court and the run of his green pastures, where

the river of life flows. The narrow way is pleasant

because Jesus has smoothed the way by his hal-

lowed feet. The air the Christian breathes

free and pure as the zephyrs of heaven. Oh the

blessed freedom of a life, redeemed and made glo-

rious by the sanctifying influences of a crucified and

risen Savior! Liberty! Liberty! Blessed liberty

of a soul freed from Satan's chains and bask-

ing in the warm sunshine of a holy love!

Los Angtles, Cal,

THE TRUE MODE OF BAPTISM.

In order to find out the true mode of baptism w"

must get at the true meaning of the Greek UO'

guage. It is an indisputable fact that the verb

" baptize " is derived from the Greek verb bapt,!i

{and all agree a verb expresses action), whi«

dtp, to plunge, to hi'

othe img.

baptis

d " baptize" is the Greek form transferrin

language but not translated. What bapt&

n the Greek language, that must baptize"'

1 also mean in the English language, and n J

of any learning can say aught against
|

L

All the best Greek lexicons tell us that baptise, ini"

primary meaning, implies, " to dip, to plunge,

merse, to immerge, to submerge," and, so far, tfl"

never give sprinkling or pouring as its meanio:

Baptism is the Greek form, while the Latin form 1*

immersion. I shall now refer to the lexicons, f°f]

copy from them:

Baptiso.—"To immerse repeatedly into a liq ul*

to submerge, to dip, to plunge." ("Donnega0

Greek Lexicon," page 296.)

Baptiso.—" To dip as to draw water by a buck^

to dip into." (Liddell and Scott's Greek Lexico*

page 283.)
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Bapti:o.—"t° dip repeatedly, to i

In the New Testament it

nerge, to sub-

- Jsed
' P"ticu -

iv of the rite and sacred ablution, first instituted

John the Baptist, afterwards by Christ com-

manded, received by the Christians, and adjusted to

the contents and nature of their religion. Christian

baptism, according to the view of the apostles, is a

acred immersion, commanded by Christ, by

which men confess their sins, and profess their faith

in Christ," (Thayer's " Greek and English Lexi-

con.")
s but one signification, and that

always signifies 'to dip' It never expresses any-

thing but mode in the Greek language." (Carson,

L.L. D.)

Baptizo.
—"The primary meaning of the word is

j dip or immerse; its second meanings, if ever it

had any, all refer, in some way or other, to the same

leading idea." (Charles Anthony, LL. D., of Col-

umbia College.) This writer was not a Baptist, but

;opalian, and a fine Greek scholar.

nferred from the original meaning of the

Greek, from the analogy of John's baptism in the

Jordan," (" History of the Christian Church,"

Schaff, page 468.)
1 On strictly exegetical and historical grounds,

baptism must be immersion. Without prejudice, no

other interpretation would ever have been given to

Bible baptism. It is the most natural interpreta-

such we must always give. Immersion is

natural and historical; sprinkling is artificial and

xpedient for convenience's sake. All the symbol-

;m of the text (Rom. 6: 3, 4), and everywhere in

the Bible, demand the going under water and com-

ing up out of it to newness of life. Sprinkling has

uggestion of burial to sin and resurrection to

ness. In order to be true to its original mean-

and its vital relation to redemption through

Christ Jesus, baptism must be immersion. Why do

wish to get rid of it? Eminent theologians

e wasted their learning, attempting to defend

infant sprinkling. Imposition is not exposition. All

the early defenders of Christianity taught that noth-

ing but immersion was baptism. All the Greek or

Oriental churches continue to immerse to this day."

(Dr.Schaff)

' Baptism was immersion; and not only so, but

tie immersion. This was first mentioned by Ter-

lian, about the beginning of the third century,

d is continually referred to by other writers, for

several centuries afterwards, Jerome (who died A.

D. 420), for instance, says: ' We are thrice im-

ed, that there may appear one sacrament of the

Trinity ' (on Eph. 4: 4, 5). The Council in Trullo,

A. T). 692, condemned the Eunomians for practic-

ing one immersion only. A Council in England,
A. D. 816, commanded the priests not to pour wa-
ter on the heads of the children, but to immerse
them, according to the Son of God, who, the Coun-
cil affirmed, was thrice immersed in the waters of

Jordan. The Spaniards thought one immersion suf-

ficient, and their views ultimately prevailed, except
n the Greek church, in which trine

"till retained."
(J. M. Cramp, D. D , "C

on BaP , ism," page 47-)

While Dr. Cramp was a Baptist, who practiced
s'ngle immersion, still, when it came to the test of
h 's scholarship, he acknowledged the truth that
Wne immersion is the original mode of baptism.

e immersion was the only form of baptism
endorsed by the early Christian writers. We here
name a few of them:
1 heodoret, bora, A. D. 386 died, A. D. 456

ie bom, A. D. 354 died, A, D. 430
0m born, A. D. 347 died, A. D. 407
:
- born, A. D. 340, died, A. D. 307

born, A. D. 328. died, A, D. 379
bom, A. D. 31 s died, A. D. 386

bom, A. D. 200 died, A. D. 270
lD - born. A, D. 160 died, A. D. 220

"sun Martyr,
. .born, A. D. 100, beheaded at Rome, A. D. 165

Tnne immersion was also endorsed by Alcum
°'«, A. D. 735, and Pholitus who lived A. D. 875.

reat stress on the baptism of the three thou-
?". ls Uld by the Pedobaptists and single immer-
S10"'3ts. They claim there ,ould not have been

sufficient time to perform the rite by trine immer-

sion, but where is the proof that the three thousand

could not have been immersed in one day? The
Scriptures tell us there were one hundred and twen-

ty disciples to baptize the three thousand. Divide

three thousand by one hundred and twenty, and

each one would have twenty-five persons to im-

merse. Allowing five minutes to baptize one per-

son (and two minutes would give ample time),

and we would have one hundred and twenty-five

minutes, or two hours and five minutes,—nothing

to hinder in this world.

But we have facts recorded in the history of

the church, of three thousand persons being im-

mersed by trine immersion in one day.

Mr. Marchant says: "Baptizing in one day three

thousand by immersion, need not be wondered at,

since we read in the authentic life of ' Gregory,

the Apostle of the Armenians,' that he baptized

twelve thousand together, by immersion, in the riv-

er Euphrates; which Isaac, the patriarch of that

nation, confirms in his first invective." (Exposi-

tion on Matt. 3.)

April 16, A. D. 404, Chrysostom, at Constanti-

nople, with the assistance of the "clergy of his own

church, baptized by trine immersion three thou-

sand persons, and that, too, notwithstanding the

Christians were twice attacked by furious soldiers,

the enemies of Chrysostom. ("Origin Eccles.,"

B. 11.)

" Wolodines, a Russian Prince, was baptized by

the name of Baslius; and it is said that twenty

thousand of his subjects were baptized the same

day."—("Rites and Ceremonies," Dr. J. G. King.)

J R. Peyrin's "Definition of the Vaudois," page

362, states, "It is said that Liberius, Bishop of

Rome, in A. D 360, baptized eight thousand eight

hundred persons on a Saturday."

In A. D. 496, on Christmas Day, Remigius, Bish-

op of Rheims, baptized by trine immersion, King

Clovis, of France, and three thousand of his sub-

jects. (Mezeray, " French History," page 15.)

Newburg, Pa,

Cyril,..

Monulu

Tertulli:

"33

timation was given him of the character of the work
he was to do. As Gaza was a desert place, the ap-

parent prospects, surely, were not very bright. Yet
he went because he heard the call. How many of

us would feel like going, if called to a desert place?

We have alt been called into the Master's vineyard

to work, but too many of us, like the tortoise, have

drawn ourselves into our shells and are napping, be-

cause, say we, this is a desert place,—there is no

opening; we see no work to do. Philip did not sec

the wo'k the Lord had for him to do until he went,

—got to the-place. It was a mission on faith, and,

when the time came, the work was there, and he did

it, and did it well.

Let us learn from this that it is our duty to go,

—

to be awake and ready,—and the Lord will give the

work. There is much depending on our being

ready io do work, Philip was ready when the occa-

sion came. There is something in being ready,

—

not only in being at the right place, but also in be-

ing fully prepared for the work which wc are to do.

In the Ethiopian we have an earnest seeker. His

mind was open for the truth, He was a worshiper,

and had made a long journey, from the South up to

Jerusalem,—for this purpose. Then, hearing about

the better way, he was much concerned about find-

ing it, so that, on his return, he was searching after

it.

Further; he was searching at the right place. He

With sorrow we write (not as a matter of glo-

rying), to warn, that we have been, where every

member of the church spoke to us of every other

member in a manner far from "all meekness,"

and in a tongue and spirit which declared that

Ti'us 3: 3 was much disobeyed, and of course such

would not speak well of us either when we were

absent. Such would say of Paul if they had been

where he was: "O, you do not know, all about

Paul! He held the clothes of those who stoned

Stephen, and put saints into jail." Repentance of

Paul never possesses their minds. All they see of

Paul is his dirty side, and this they hold up, think-

ing it makes them white.—M. M. E.

-THE t SUNDAY t SCHOOL-*-

LESSON LIOHT-FLASHES.

The Ethiopian Convert.—Acts 8: 34-40-

Lesson for March y.

In to-day's lesson we have two notable charac-

ters,—a faithful servant and an earnest seeker.

When two such persons meet, good work always

follows. Through the persecution that was waged

against the Christians at Jerusalem, the workers

were dispersed, and Philip went down to Samiria,

and, though only a deacon, he commenced preach-

ing because he was full of the Holy Ghost. When
a man once gets filled with the Spirit he is bound to

preach. He cannot do otherwise, more than a foun-

tain can cease to overflow of its fullness. We do

not preach enough Christ, because of our emptiness.

Get full of the Spirit, and we will have more Phil-

ips. Because of his faithfulness the Lord called

him to go on this mission that he might meet this

inquirer after the way of life, and give to him the

needed help.

Again; we find Philip faithful. He doubts not,

but goes. The call was a very strange one. No in-

nuch easier

go to the

tat we want

not to be

find

sing and

was searching the Scriptures. It is sc

to find what we are seeking for when \

right place. Many of us do not find

because we expect to get it where it

found, and where it has not been prom

There are people who seek after a

are disappointed because they do 1

Ethiopian was not seeking after a blessing. He
wanted to know the way to eternal life and he

found it, because he was looking at the right place

for it. He was reading the prophecy where it was

to be found, and from the same Scripture Philip

preached to him Christ. He told him who Christ

was and how he could find him and come into rela-

tionship with him. It was not a question of feeling

with him, but what to do that he might realize the

desire of his soul. When he learned this, the ques-

tion was, " See, here is water, what doth hinder me
to be baptized?

"

There was nothing to hinder in this case, neither

need there be with us. If we believe that Jesus

Christ is the Son of God, we believe what he has,

said,—his mission and promises made. The eunuch

believed, accepted the plan of salvation, and went

on his way rejoicing. The right time to rejoice is

after we have done the work. The blessing always

comes after the work has been done. Before this

we have no right to claim or expect it.

Conversion is an act of the mind, that is made

manifest in doing. A change in our minds produc-

es a change in our aciions. The very best (

of rdo-

e ofings, as our actions ought to

our thinking,—and they are i

ical. "As a man thinkcth in his heart, so is he."

The great lesson we want to learn is, to be honest

with ourselves, and take the Lord at his word. If

this does not bring good feelings and the blessing,

nothing else will. We have the pledge of heaven

for it, that, if we do as did the Ethiopian, \

receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. If \

this we can go on our way rejoicing, fee'ing

that the Lord will never do less than he ha

epresentat:

ire not hypocrit

shall

proro-

The question should not be, whether or not we

are converted, but are we doing the will of God,—

are we doing the Lord's work? If we are doing

this we know that we are in the safe way. All we

can do is to follow Christ in the way he has given,

and in doing this we have the promise of eternal

life. This is what the Ethiopian did, and because

he did this, he went on his way rejoicing. So did

the earnest seekers on the Day of Pentecost, and so

have all earnest seekers done, all down through the

ages. So must we do if we would be followers of

the Lord Jesus Christ, and experience the joy of

his salvation. H. B. B,
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"Cf1»1nolHlMl«ti«
1
"clo1h,li.o<j pnpor

"LlleoIA. Judsoii," cloth. « «nti; pnper

"Our Country." Cloth, (sconts: paper

9BCOND VEAB.
" Miracle* ol MIiiIodb." clolh. H* conta; papnr

TlliBB YEAit,
' Divine Enterprise ol MUslorn." cloth

" Do Not Sny," and " Aeln ul the Apostles," ch. tyaH,

THE CHILD DIVINE.

Oh, to have dwelt in Hethlebem

When the star of the Lord shone bright!

To have sheltered the holy wanderers

On that blessed Christmas night;

To have kissed the tender, wayworn feet

Of the mother undented,

And with reverent wonder and di-tn delight

To have tended the Holy Child!

Hush! Such a glory was not for thee,

But that care may still be thine;

For a ; ilu.n little nil 1

For the sake of the Child Divine?

Are there no wandering pilgrims now.

To thy heart and thy home to take?

And are there no mothers whose weary hearts

You can comfort for Mary's sake?
—Adelaide Pro, tor.

RESPECT THE AGED.

NORA E. FLORV.

Do we show our ciders the proper respect due

them? Let us meditate upon this subject and see!

How often do we hear children, when speaking of

their parents, refer to them as the "old man" and

"the old woman." "The old man is in the field,"

or " The old man and woman said so and so."

Just think how disrespectful this is to the ears of

those who are not accustomed to such phrases, and

how sorrowful it is to the poor father and mother.

Those who have such appellations for their par-

ents, do not use them, perhaps, because they wish

to be disrespectful and rude, but simply because

they are thoughtless or because they have heard

others speak in this way.

Just think what glorious words father and moth-
er are! Are they more difficult to sound, or have
they a less poetic meaning than "old man" and
"old woman," that we do not use them always?

No, not by any meansl

See what mother and father have done for us!

How they have toiled and fretted, lest we go
astray! How they have spent their whole life

working for our welfare!

We, I think, cannot fully realize the precious

worth of parents until they have left us.

How mother and father often lie awake, night

after night, waiting and watching for the return of

that wayward son who spends all his late hours
away from home,—where, they do not know.

Yes, I know, we often say, " It is needless for fa-

ther and mother to worry and fret, and spend a

sleepless night because we are not at home as early

as expected." But why do they do so? It is be-

cause of their great love for us; and we sh«

spare them all the trouble we can, for they will not
be with us long.

The way we treat our parents, will be very apt
tobethe-way in which we will be treated by

children when we are old, for children pattern aft-

er their elders, and we are always, no matter where

we are, or who we are, examples which seme one is

sure to follow. So let us be careful that we set

forth a model which will be the means of making

a grand and noble life for some one, and have a

tendency to make the world better!

There is an incident which I have often heard re-

lated, and which very plainly shows this imitating

trait. It is of an old gentleman who, being quite

wealthy, bequeathed his property to his only son,

on condition that he might have his home with him

until death. Well, the good old father grew more

feeble from day to day, and the son, which is often

the case, became weary of him and secretly wished

him out of the way. He, of course, lived in luxury,

had his grand furniture, silver and China, and the

old father, being quite nervous, often broke the

dishes, which so angered the son that he went and

got suitable material for a small wooden trough,

out of which the father hereafter was to eat.

While he was fashioning the trough, his little

son was standing close by, watching his every

movement. Then he suddenly asked, " Father,

what are you makin' ?" "Only a trough for grand-

pa,—he breaks so many dishes," replied the father.

The little boy began dancing around with ecstasy

and exclaimed, "O won't that be fun! When you

get old, I'll make lots and lots of wooden troughs

for you to eat out of." It is almost needless to

say the man threw away the wood, and poor old

grandpa did not need to eat from a wooden dish;

and from that time on he always had a better

home.

I think the words of that little boy taught his

father a lesson and he realized that, unless he

mended his ways, he would be as cruelly used by

his child, as his parent had been used by him.

Respect should not only extend to our parents,

but to all the aged, They often grow childish,

fretful, and, to our minds, troublesome; but we
should ever remember that the time is coming
when we will be " old and gray," and need the sup-

port of those who are younger to help us along the

closing journey of life. How can we expect such

aid, kindly given, if we do not give it when we are

young and full of life!

Old Age, to us, appears away off in the dark fu-

ture, yet, almost before we are aware, he has us in

his clutches and we are numbered with the hoary-

headed company who are nearing the silent grave.

How grand a thing it is to have gained the respect

of the aged fathers and mothers! To do this

we must respect them first. Let us always give

them a cheery word, a bright smile, and try our

best to make them feel they are not in the way. If

we do this, they will be always glad to have us

with them, and ever bless us with their kindest

blessings.

Jewell, Ohio.

NOTES FROM THE CHICAGO MISSION.

—We had good meetings during Bro. Cripe's re-

cent visit with us. One sister, a mother, made a

public confession by baptism. Another mother

has requested baptism, and more are " almost per-

suaded."

—As we walked along the street with one of

our Sunday school girls, a few days ago, she looked

up into our face, saying, "Am I old enough to be

baptized? My ma said I should ask you whether I

have come to Sunday school long enough to be

baptized. I will soon be twelve, and ma says I am
old enough when twelve." "Yes, my dear," was

our reply. " You are old enough, but why do you
want to be baptized?" "Oh, I want to be baptized,"

she said, " for that is the way." " My ma says 1

was christened in Germany, but I don't remember,

besides, we know a better way now, and ma says,

this is the way." We tried to show the child that

it is right that she should feel that she ought to be

baptized, for, although we may not be guilty of

great sins, as lying, stealing or drinking, yet W(

have all sinned, and baptism is for the remiss

sins. We visited her parents and found them bon

willing to have their little daughter immersed

then recalled our first Bible readings, held

family, This was more than two years ago, whe

the parents, for the first, understood baptisn

H taught, though they themselves have co

farther There are many children in Chicago, 3 p

older ones as well, who do not have the courag

to carry out the principle of yesterday's golde

text, "We ought to obey God rather than men,

In this respect, we, as workers, see great barriers
j

our way. Working and praying, we submit all
\

him who, by the Holy Ghost, is able to burst ope

the prison doors and set the soul free from
ft

fear of man. When the Ho'y Ghost comes ini

our hearts, he shows us that God and the Lord
Jt

sus, and himself, and all the holy angels of heavei

are on our side,—that there are more for us

against us.

—In a family in North Dakota, the children

given a teacupful of onions to plant and tend,

result was an offering to the Lord. One of these

boys is only five years old. The letier stated thai

he helped keep down the weeds. Good, nv

You have done well. You are blessed twice. 1|

more boys were taught to keep down the weeds k

the onion patch, there would be fewer weeds found

growing in the hearts of boys.

—A good brother sends a contribution for tin

Lord's work because the Lord has blessed him

abundantly. This is good. Some do not gi\

the mission cause because the Lord has not (?)

blessed them. If such really want a blessi

them "prove me now herewith, saith the Lord ol

hosts, if 1 will not pour you out a blessing, that

there shall not be room enough to recei'

Mai. 3: 10.

—While explaining to the children yesterday, tbt

nature of sin of which we must repent and be

given, a little boy remarked, "It is a sin to stay

away from God's house." How many sins do find

their way into the heart through absenting 1

self from the house of God! Staying away from

the house of God is the cause of multiplied 1

our large cities. Would that it might be said ol

the cities alone!

660 South Ashland Ave.

THE GREATER QIFT.

A young woman of wealth and culture, the 1

ing spirit of several charities, became suddenly

penniless, and was forced to leave the circle whet(

she had been looked upon as well nigh indispensa-

ble. In the obscure country neighborhood wheK

she went to earn her daily bread the people w«*

rude and unlettered, and, worse than all, they w«*

scoffers at religion.

Her work was such that she had little time for

personal efforts, and yet, at the end of two years, t

entire community had been raised to a better lift-

While her friends mourned that her usefulness had

been cut off, and her talents were being wasted,

she had been living a life of such sweetnes:

with her poverty, that others saw and glorified tbt

God she served.

Before, she had merely handed out some of the

wealth which had been bestowed upon her, p
rat

ticing no self-denial in her gifts. Now, that the*

things were taken away, she was forced to d&

upon herself, and so she gave love, and sympatW

and counsel. Because she could not always re"^

she suffered with them in their sufferings,

gave the greater gift.

When will we learn that to give self is more I

to give substance, though the former includes a

that the latter can mean? And when will we 1«"

that God never removes any one from the possib' 1

ties of usefulness? To be shut out from the bro^

field, often means to be shut in with some treasu

too precious to be left to divided energies to <

for.

—

Christian Standard.

del'



February 27, 1897. rHE GOSJPEL :MI.E2SS-tUJN <3-tU-fc6.
135

General Missionary Tract Department

Committee:-

D.' L.

B

Miller. Vice-chairman udTKuarar, ".

'

Mount Morr^'m!

MOTTO FOR THE YEAR. — l< Upon the first

day of f,,e *"eek let every one of you lay by him in

store, as God hath prospered hint."— 1 Cor. 10: 2.

The General Missionary and Tract Committee

held its regular February session at Dayton, Ohio,

in the home of Sister S. W. Hoover, Feb. 8 and 9.

In the same room the Committee had its Grst meet-

ing after the consolidation of the Tract and Mis-

sionary Committees, Bro. S. W. Hoover then being

a member of the Committee. This meeting re-

called his former activity in the work and, while he

has gone to his reward, he is still missed by those

to whom he had endeared himself.

The Committee was in session, in all, about

twenty hours, and transacted much important

business. Two weeks before the meeting each

member of the Committee received a brief state-

ment of all the business that was at that date in the

office. This gave them some time for reflection

and making up their minds in part, on the dif-

ferent matters to come before them. It might be

added here that it would be a favor to the Commit-

tee if all business for any meeting were filed in the

Mission Rooms at least two weeks before the meet-

ing, as, what comes in after that date, the Commit-

tee does not get to see before it is in session. All

business, intended for the Committee, should be

sent direct to the office of the Committee and not

to any member.
_

The India Mission received due attention at the

meeting, and the Committee took steps to have

some one sent to that field this coming season.

The Asia Minor field and the work of the Or
phanage were carefully reviewed. The Committee

gave permission to enlarge the Orphanage to re-

ceive thirteen more inmates. This gives the Or-

phanage twenty-five orphans under its care, and
Bro. Fercken writes that it was a timely move.

Reports from all the workers in the several fields in

the United States, as well as Denmark and Sweden,

were read, and the outlook for the year 1897 ap-

pears very encouraging.

Jan. r the Committee purchased a very suita-

ble lot in Washington, D. C, on which, it is hoped,

a churchhouse will soon be built. Special effort

was made just before the Holidays to raise suffi-

cient funds for the purchase, for the Committee
had a rare opportunity presented to them, which
had to be taken by Jan. i, or not secured at all.

The lot, with expenses attending the transfer and
insured title for the property, cost the Committee
56,077.64.

Up to Sept. 1, 1896, by previous solicitation, there bad
been raised, $1,727.77

From tbat date up to Feb. 1, 1897, there was contrib-
uted 2,528.54

From Feb. 1 , to Feb. 1 3, the date of this writing, 256.02
The Commiiee appropriated about two years ago, 500.00

Total. S5.QI2 33

This leaves 81,065. 31 yet to be raised to meet the
expense of the lot.

The Committee had notified a number of congre-
gations by letter to take special collections for this
fund and about ninety responded and, with individ-
ual donations, made up the amount given since

^P1
- 1. There are a number of congregations

who are well able and yet have done nothing.
Wl1

' you not take the matter in hand at once and
those in your congregation who will give, an

Pportunity to give? A few congregations have re-
Ported they will send in contributions later and
tri«e remarks are not meant for them. But we

trust that the churches and members who have not
contributed, will not be slow in giving now to this

important move in Washington, D. C. A church-
house there will save much expense to the mission
in the city, in the future. It will give strength to the

mission. The missionaries report that the step of

simply buying the lot has helped greatly in their

work. Let one hundred congregations and individ-

uals each give Sio or more within the next sixty

days and the amount will be raised. Should there

be anything over, it will go towards building a

churchhouse on the lot.

All the calls for assistance from State Districts,

either for District work or for helping to build

meetinghouses, amounting to S3,300, had to be re-

turned without anything granted, because the Com-
mittee was short of funds. All other calls were
met. While the Committee did this with regret, yet

it is hoped that this will cause the several Districts

to rally more strongly around their own District

work, and come to the aid of the District Boards.

Let the churches in each District make an effort to

raise some funds for the District Board, and then

the work will not stop in their territory, and a new
interest in District Missions will be felt. It may be
a homely illustration, but it is nevertheless true

that if every brother and sister in the Brotherhood
would set apart only one hen for the year's mis-

sions and divide the proceeds equally between the

District Boards and the General Bo»d, the Dis-

trict Boards would have plenty of funds to do their

work, and the General Board would have at least

four times as much to push their missions. This

estimate is based on the supposition that the hen
would lay fifty-two cents worth of eggs each year,

—

and no one will keep a hen that is not at least that

profitable. Brethren and sisters, the only reason

that District and General Boards are hampered in

their work is, because there is not a concerted ef-

fort on the part of the membership. Let us awak-

en, for now is our opportunity!

The next meeting of the General Missionary and
Tract Committee will be near Frederick, Md„ on

Monday before convening of Standing Committee
at Annual Meeting, the session to begin at 8 A. M.

Though the past month has been cold, and affect-

ed the attendance at many of the mission points,

sister Mary V. Harshbarger, of Hutchinson, Kans.,

reports that the interest continues well with them
and they have plenty to do.

BULSAR NOTES.

—The Mohammedans in Bulsar have, I think,

three musjids or mosques. They are not large or

elaborate, but serve the purpose. One is being en-

larged and renewed considerably.

—May the Lord bless brethren Louis Foss and

A. H. Duncan, who have told us their story on

page 705 of the Gospel Messenger. "Oh, that we

might all get the baptism ofthe 'Spirit!
"

—The people are inclined to copy each other

instead of seeking a divine example. One man
told me yesterday, that if a certain man, mention-

ing his name, would become a Christian, he and all

his village people would do so too,—about twenty

houses. While that isn't a justifiable motive, yet its

results have advantages. They would then become
subject to Christian teaching, while otherwise they

are subject to the' degrading teachings of another

religion. Bless God for Christianity!

—We were not a tittle surprised to learn that in

most of the oriental languages, there is no expres-

sion for "Thank you." There are translations of

the English expression, 'tis true, but a translated

idiom is not natural to a language. The French

language has no word expressing "home." So in

Gujerati, the word for "home" and "house" is

the same. However, "tya" is most frequently

used when referring to one's house or home. It

means literally " there." " Where is your ilure? " is

question.

—There are 400,000 Christians in Southern India,
who claim to be the descendants of the converts
of the Apostle Thomas. That apostle is supposed
to be buried not far from Madras. I have a picture
of the place.

—One does not feel so greatly depressed in the
presence of heathenism when he first comes to the
country, for he has read of idols and idolatry, and
sees that, and the people all are social with him.
But as he gets into their inner life, learns their

language, knows their idioms, recognizes the im-
pulses that move them, sees their home-Iife, etc.,

etc., he feels just like falling down to the ground,
shutting his eyes and stopping his ears, and cry-
ing continually, "God, O God! These people!
Save these people! O God, God! Deliver these

people!
"

—The exodus from Bombay still continues. Dr.

Menser died with the plague. Nurse Joice, of the
hospital, has since died, and another doctor is ill.

The plague continues. A piivate letter from the
city received to-day says: "There is as it were a

pall of mourning over the city! Our times are in

God's hand. It does not do to plan one day ahead.

Bombay will soon be empty. About 75,000 left

last week, apart from those the preceding weeks.
Shops are closed and servants are running away.
One begins to wonder what God's plan is regard-

ing the city, but we must just stand still to see the

work of Him, whose judgments are a great deep
and His ways past finding out.

—A good illustration of caste workings is mani-

fest in a recent experience. We are having our

cook house repaired. The bricklayers were at

work putting up a new wail, when some of their

caste fellows went by. Looking in, they slopped

and called out, " Look heie, you arc working
there and will be handling some things that lower

caste people have been using for a Long time. You
must stop, or you'll have to pay a fine." All work
stopped, and all went to arguing. The native is

always in for argument. I was soon in it too, try-

ing to explain to them that the whole lot of them
were like babies. Presently I asked them why the

English government could rule them and demand
tax from them so easily. Answering my own ques-

tion, I said it was a result of their caste system.

They all agreed. Then I went on with my talk,

turned it to advice, then to preaching Jesus, and

after twenty or thirty minutes the intruders went

on their way, and the other men went back to work.

—In a recent letter from a missionary lady, work-

ing among the Jews in Bombay, she writes: "Are
you aware of the pestilence that is now sweeping

through our stieets? It is very sad; our sad

spirits are hushed before our great God. Men fall

down dead now as they go about, I am feeling

very, very depressed at seeing dead bodies. . . .

I have the offer of two Jewish boys to put in

school. The mother is too poor to feed them.

Now, don't you think you could take these boys

and teach them, and so let this be a commence-

ment of a school for you? This is an opportunity,

because few Jews will come to learn of our Christ."

In cases of this kind what can we do? And now,

in the year of famine, pestilence and plague, there

are so many needy ones. Several brethren have

sent us money privately, by international money
order,—which is the best way,—saying, "This is (or

your own use." Of this we have given to several

workers among such needy classes, bought a little

more furniture for our own house, etc., always

keeping a record. But we can not give mission

money to others, neither do we want to. I can not

say whether it would be best to open up a general

orphanage, or not. Sometimes it seems quite ad-

visable. We are daily sowing the good seed. It

is taking root and will grow. After a time there

will be fruit, But the purpose of this paragraph

is this, to ask the faithful at home, during this sea-

son of sicknes and scarcity, to abound in prayer to

G>d that by his Holy Spirit we may be clearly

guided to do those things now which are best for

the present, and will ue oest for the future.

Bulsar, India.
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Bro. E. J. Neiier, formerly of Keuka, Fla., is

now located in the extreme northeastern County of

Alabama, at Hollywood, where he should hereafter

be addressed.

Op late Bro. John Barnhart, of Mansfield, III.,

has been suffering a good deal with la gr,

and fears that he may not be able to do rr

prcaching during the remainder of the winter.

Mount Morris, III., February 27, 1897.

eporled in the Beaver Creek

A meeting at Ridgely, Md., closed with five bap-

ized and three reclaimed.

A series of meetings in the Chiqucs church, Pa

closed Feb. 19, with ten accessions.

The Brethren at Rockingham, Ray Co., Mo
thinking of erecting another meetinghouse.

The Brethren in Middle Indiana will hold their

District Meeting in the Bear Creek church, April 7.

The home ministers at Mt. Etna, Iowa, closed a

very encouraging meeting with seven accessions to

the church.

Some one has aptly suggested, that, in our mis-

sion work, we should go by the Book, but be sure

to go. It is the " go " that counts.

The District Meeting for Southern Indiana will

be held in the Mississinewa church, April 14. Min-
isterial Meeting the day before.

The announcements of District Meetings should

not be delayed. It is the duty of ihe Writing
Clerks to make these announcements.

There are a few members at Valton, Wis., and
they are earnestly calling for a preacher. Who can
respond to the call: Address, Charles Turner.

Correspondents will please not run death notic-

s in with church news. Keep each separate, and
n separate papers. We have departments for

It seems settled now that the Senate will not act

on the arbitration treaty during the present session.

It may stand a better show in the incoming admin-
istration.

Our next issue is to contain several articles on
Life Insurance, both sides being represented. The
articles will be read with interest, and. we also trust,

with profit.

Some of our ministers, who do not live too far

away, should correspond with Bro. R. A Redmond,
Bonnieville, Kv. He thinks there is arr opening in

that locality for the Brethren to do some good

One of our earnest workers thinks we ought to
pray for the " idle preachers." He thinks they
ought to all be at work. He is right. The Lord
wants working preachers. These are the only ones
he can make use of. There is no good reason for
any earnest man being idle.

Four were recently baptized at Kansas City, Mo,
The members at that place, though, but few in

number, are actively engaged in the work of the

Master. A resident minister is much needed.

Our next issue will contain an appropriate trib

ute to the memory of Eld. J. F. Oiler, by Bro. H,

B. Brumbaugh. Bro. Oiler was widely known, and

the communication will be read with much interest

It is said that, in Bombay, India, where the peo-

ple are dying faster than they can be buried, not

one native Christian has yet succumbed to the

terrible plague, that is carrying the people away by
the hundreds.

A series of meetings, in the Nappanee church,

Ind., which lasted three weeks, closed with seven-

teen confessions. The members of that congrega-

tion feel greatly encouraged over the good results

of this effort.

Here is one of the best points we have yet seen

against infant baptism. It is from Dr. Jowett:

"There are grounds enough for infant baptism; the

mistake is in trying to find them in the New Testa-

ment." Comment is unnecessary.

Some of the State Districts are arranging to have

their District Meetings five and six weeks.before

the Annual Meeting, so as to have their Annual
Meeting queries appear in the Messenger a few
weeks before the opening of the General Confer-

ence. We like this idea. These queries should be

sent us as soon after the District Meetings close as

Some people do not have faith enough in the Bi-

ble to believe what it says about the whale swallow-

ing Jonah. Had Jesus been in that condition he

would never have illustrated his burial and resur-

rection by the story of Jonah. He not only believed

the narrative, but knew that it was true, and no

saint, possessing genuine faith, should, for one mo-
ment, question this part ofthe Bible record.

The American Baptist Missionary Union, and the

Home Mission Society are said to be in debt S486,-

000. This is an enormous debt for a people doing

missionary work. It ought not thus to be. But

Mr. John D. Rockefeller, who count* his money by
the millions, has promised to pay S250.000 of the

amount if the remainder be raised by July 1, 1897.

This is his way of provoking the Baptists to great-

er liberality.

The Christian Leader says: "Take infant baptism

out of the Roman Catholic Church, and out of all

pedobaptist churches, and you remove the corner-

stone of the edifice, which in twenty-five years

would topple to the ground; for it is only by build-

ing infants into the walls of these churches that

these pedobaptist churches have been preserved and
perpetuated. The number of adults who, of their

own free will, unhampered and unbiased, enier

these churches, is provokingly small,"

This country is full of people who are cutting

the Bible to suit their creeds, instead of cutting

their creeds to suit the Bible. The better way,
however, would be to shelve all the creeds, and take
the Bible for the only infallible rule of faith and
practice. This is what the Messenger is decided-
ly in favor of. The Bible was good enough for our
ancient fathers, and it certainly ought to be good
enough for us. In all their deliberations our wise
fathers pointed to the Sacred Record as their au-
thority tor what they taught and practiced, and we
cannot afford to ignore their example in this very
important particular.

February 27, i8g
?i

Our Sunday school Quarfer'ies are now i

hands of the pressmen and binders, and we hope

to have them ready for filling orders inside of

few days. Those who have not ordered will please

do so at an early date. The schools, that wer

continued during the winter months, should arrange

to start up by the first of April, so as to begin with

the first lesson for that quarter. Arrange matters

in good time, and send for your Sunday school s

plies as early as possible. Bear in mind that the

lessons for the entire year are in the New Testa-

A recent issue of the Herald of Truth, published

at Elkhart, Ind., says: " Abraham K. Heir, of Un .

caster, Pa., recently deceased, has bequeathed

$4,000 to the Reformed Mennonite church (Long-

enecker's) at Strasburg, Pa., the interest of which

is to go toward the support of the poor memb
the congregation. After the death of his v

S40J0 more will be given to the church." Tl

much better than to leave money where there are

no prospects of it ever doing good. We trust this

will put not a few of our wealthy members to think-

ing. There are, at this time, many places fo

people to put money where it will do good for gen-

erations to come.

In the library of the British Museum is a small

book, bearing this title: "The Obedience
Christian Man, set forth by William Tyndale,

1528." The book contains a chapter on baptism,

in which this paragraph occurs:

" Now as a preacher in preaching the Word of God savcth

the hearers that believe, so doth the washing, in that it preach-

eth and represented unto us the promise that God bath n

unto us in Christ. The washing preacheth unto us tha

are cleansed with Christ's blood-shedding, which was ai

fering and a satisfaction for the sin of all that repent and be-

lieve, consenting and submitting themselves unto the will of

God. The plunging into the water signifieth that we die and

e buried with Christ, as concerning the old life of sin,

Adam. And the pulling out again signifieth that w
again with Christ in a new life, full of the Holy Ghost, which

shall teach us and guide us and work the will of God in 1

thou seest. Rom. 6."

The statements are too clear to leave any doubt

concerning the great reformer's views of baptis

The quotation is one of special value on account of

the man who wrote it, as well as on account of

the time at which it was written.

We are asked to say what should be done
n elder who refuses to commune with his own

hurch, time after time, and yet goes to the Com-

lunion table elsewhere. It seems to us, that a

lan whose qualifications are such as to permit his

rdination, ought to know better than to do any-

thing of this kind. He certainly ought to be a

ample to the flock, and this is a very poor example

indeed. One who is not in a condition to

mune at home is not in a condition to approach the

Lord's table elsewhere. If the man referred

not in peace with his own church, it is time that he

take immediate steps to bring about a proper feel-

ing and reconciliation. And if he does not, he

should be required to give his reasons for a line of

conduct so unbecoming an elder, or any other

member. What is here stated may well apply '

all members who refuse to commune with their

home members, and yet commune at other places.

In our humble judgment it is not right, and every

case of the kind should be looked into. Private

members who do such things may often be reached

bv kind admonitions, but elders and preachers,

who set such examples before the flock need some-

thing more than admonitions,—they need to I

sharply rebuked, and if that will not effect the d

sired results, the sooner they cease to be officers in

the church the better.

THE HOLY SPIRIT.

Next to a good sermon is a good book. Thei

there are no better companions than good books-

We have devoted several evenings to reading

inson's book, entitled, " The Holy Spirit, The Para-

clete." It is a neatly-printed volume of 246 pag eS '
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had his part 1

portant part i

Christ

:
shall hardly be contented without giving it

t one more careful reading.* In some re-

spects it is one of the most satisfactory volumes

that we have ever read on the subject, though we

cannot accept its teachings in full.

The author starts out by showing that the Spi'it

is not only divine, but that he is a person; that he

1 the creation, and has played an im-

1 all of God's dealings with the chil-

His work is traced to the time of

with much clearness and force. But the

manner in which the new birth and the baptism of

the Spirit are treated, interested us most.

It is maintained that the birth of the Spirit, re-

ferred to in John 3, is not what is known as the

baptism of the Spirit, but relates to the part the

Spirit takes in the conversion of sinners through

the Word. The Word, either by preaching, or in

some other way, is deposited in the heart of the

sinner, where it may lie dormant, even for years,

but when it is warmed up by the Spirit, it begins

to grow,—takes hold of the heart, and produces

that life within that leads to repentance and then to

baptism, and thus brings about the new creature in

Christ Jesus. This creature is born of the Spirit

because the Spirit is instrumental, through the

Word, of bringing about the conversion. He is

born of God becau=e he is begotten by the Word,

the seed of the kingdom. In this work the Spirit

and the water must go together, and without the

Word—the seed of the kingdom—the Spirit will

not and cannot lead the sinner to the water of sep-

aration, or the baptism that is the door into the

church.

It is held that the baptism of the Spirit follows

immediately, or that it may follow later on. With

Jesus it came as he prayed and stepped from the

water. The apostles were not baptized or filled

with the Spirit until the Day of Pentecost, though

they had been members of the church for three or

more years. Cornelius and his household were

baptized with the Holy Ghost prior to water bap

tism, for the purpose of convincing Peter, and the

brethren with him, that the door of the church

should now be opened to the Gentiles as well as it

had been opened to the Jews.

The author maintains that tho

Philip, at Samaria, were tnrn of th<

Spirit—were in a saved, or pard(

but did not receive the gift of th

baptism of the Spirit, until Peter

from Jerusalem and laid hands ot

special purpose. Along this line the reading is ex-

ceedingly interesting and instructive, and cannol

fail being helpful to the careful Bible student.

This baptism of the Spirit not only gives the be-

liever the Comforter needed in life, but confers on

the devout gifts suited to their special callings

The mother receives, from this baptism,—or the

filling of the Spirit, the strength and wisdom she

so much needs to direct her in her family duties, as

well as the minister receives from the same source

the power that enables him to preach with the spir-

it that should characterize his special work. Much
stress is laid on the importance c

the conditions necessary for th<

Spirit. Jesus complied with th
and received the Spirit without
^ay of Pentecost the apostles re<

greater power t!

t'ans. For that

nary power.

The Spirit is

strengthening, c

bl*t, in order to

works through the Word
can no more convert sinr
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than vegetation can be produced without the natur-

al seed.

A few of the closing chapters may carry the

work of the Spirit a little farther than the Scrip-

tures seem to justify, and yet the lessons intended

are worthy of careful consideration. Hundreds

will read the chapter on " Eternal Sin," or the sin

against the Holy Ghost, with uncommon interest.

It will be found one of the most satisfactory chap-

ters in the book, especially to those whose minds

have been exercised by the subject. Just at this

time, while our Sunday school lessons are taken

largely from the Acts of the Apostles, this work

may be read and even studied with special profit.

baptized by

water and the

ed, condition,

Spirit, or the

id John came

them for that

complying with

-eception of the

conditions fully

easure. On the

ved the Spirit in

lot of Chris-

they possessed extraordi-

still with the people of God,

mforting and prompting them,

iccomplish the designed results,

; held that the Spirit

d develop Christian

laracter without the " good seed,"—the Word,—

'Thebeok may* be had by addressing this office. Pries,

that it v

tree thn

twice in

2: 24.

QUERISTS* DEPARTMENT.

it crucified on a cross, or hanged to a tree? See

Acts 5: 30. A, M. BoNHwnv.

re fact that Jesus bore his cross shows

; not literally a tree, though it is called a

times in Acts 5: 3:1; 10: 39; 13: 29 and

le epistolary writings: Gal. 3: 13; 1 Pet.

1 ihu i for nything bei

oes not know its value?

edly not. That would be extortion,

Is it right

the purcbaS'

Most as

sin classed with fornication and drunkenness. See

1 Cor. 5: 11. An extortioner is one of the very

worst kind of men, especially one who robs the

poor and ignorant by overcharging them.

Where two brethren have dealings, and one claims the oth-

er told the untruth, what would be the proper course to pur-

sue, to bring the matter at once to the church, or proceed ac-

cording to Matt. 18? Are all lies public offenses? P. B.

The parties should settle their trouble between

them, according to Matt. 18. If the offending par-

ty confesses his fault, the other party ought to for-

give him, and not be too anxious about bringing

any part of the trouble before the church. And
yet, if it is clearly proven that the offending broth-

er willfully lied, and it has become a public matter,

let him come before the church and confess his er-

ror. His mere confession of the sin ought to give

satisfaction without opening up and discussing the

trouble between the two brethren. They are sup-

posed to have settled that themselves.

Why do you

It l uld require a

all the questi<

an than Solomon to

to this office. We
and the rest must wait. Then

v imprudent queries, that will

'deferred hook" than in print.

thee f the menihei

A. M.

A minister can be advanced to the second degree

by the consent of any legally-convened council of

the congregation where he holds his membership,

presided over by an elder, or elders authorized to

act. It is always wise to have the church well rep-

resented at church councils, for it is to the interest

of the cause to have perfect harmony among the

members in a work of this kind. If done without

the consent of the members assembled, it would

not be considered legal.

Can the officers of the Sunday school change the manner of

conducting the school without the consent of the church?

A. C.

1 others it will

It the church,

all the conflict-

ing elements, and a wise membership will throw no

obstacles in the way of the best methods of con-

ducting the school.

Is it proper to limit the time for prayer meeting

!n some places they may,

found for the better to

We think it is. We ha

M. A.

never known it other

OLD PREACHERS OR YOUNO PREACHERS.

For some time we have had in mind an article,

relating to ministers growing too old to preach,
Most writers treat the subject under the head of
" dead-line," but we believe in but one dead-line,

and that is at the grave. In a late issue of the
Baptist Standard we find a communication by G.
E. Farr, so replete with facts that wc deem it prop-
er to cull from it, for the benefit of our readers.

We hope it may be read by every preacher in the
Brethren church. Were our preachers to do more
as Eld. Farr suggests, they would not grow old
while they ought to be in the prime of life. There
is little danger of a man becoming inefficient in his

work as long as he remains a hard student. But
we quote:

" In speaking of ' old men ' we find that the term
does not apply alike to men of the same age.
Some men are old at fifty, while others appeal
young at seventy. It is not due so much to the

number of years a man has lived that he comes
to be rated young or old, as to his well-preserved

physical and mental condition. We believe with
Amiel that ' to know how to grow old is the master
wo'rk of wisdom, and one of the most difficult chap-
ters in the great art of living.

" The question naturally arises, Why do some
men grow old much faster than others? As a rule,

with most professional men who have early begun
to decay mentally, we believe that a lack of active,

vigorous, creative thought, sufficient reading to

keep up with the times, combined with a failure

to write enough to maintain a clear, vigorous style

of expression, have more to do with a person's

premature agedness than all other influences. Vig-

orous thinkers, men who constantly read, study,

and write, so as to keep abreast of the hard think-

ing of the times, do not grow old and worthless,

whether in the ministry, or in other learned pro-

fessions.

" From the ranks of eminent clergymen wc have
many illustrious examples of men who have main-

tained to a good old age their usual mental powers.

Henry Ward Beecher, at his decease, was seventy-

four years of age, but no one who listened to his

eloquent words, only a few days before his death,

thought of his being old. At the time of his de-

parture he was pastor of one of the most intelli-

gent and popular congregations in the City of

Brooklyn, but as editor, publisher, lecturer and

preacher, he was a close student, a deep thinker,

and a prolific writer to the last. Among our Bap-

tist ministry we have numerous illustrations of

scholarly men, who have held prominent positions

up to threescore years and ten, even beyond four-

score years.

" Rev. Daniel Benedict, D. D., born in 1779, died

at the advanced age of ninety-five, maintaining

his usual strength of mind to the last. His history

of ' Fifty Years among the Baptists ' was com-

pleted in his eightieth year, while his history of

the Donatists was completed just after his ninety-

fifth birthday. Asa preacher and author, he was

a ripe scholar, a profound thinker, and a constant

writer to the end. He, doubtless, believed with

John Adams, that, 'old minds, like old horses,

must be daily exercised if you would keep them

in working order.' Dr. Alexander McLaren, now
seventy-one years of age, is considered the leading

Baptist preacher in England, and no one who reads

his sermons, or listens to his burning words of

Gospel truth, regards him as an old man.

"This secret of active, creative thought, with

constant mental work, being the means of preserv-

ing men in mental vigor to a ripe old age, is amply

verified in other learned professions than the min-

istry. As an example of a vigorous statesman at

the age ofeighty-six, 1 have only to recall Gladstone,

who is to day as studious and hearty as many men

at sixty. In statesmanship we believe him to be

fully up with the times, upon all important ques-

tions of the day. To maintain this position he has

bten a constant student, thinker, and writer, which in-
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of idleness from odingdustry has kept th

his active brain.

"In the ministry we believe that the studious,

thoughtful pastor, other things being equal, may be

mentally young and interesting in the pulpit and

out of it, from the time he is passing from fifty-five

to seventy, even then doing his best work; while the

careless, indolent, unthoughtful clergyman may

begin to fail at forty-five or fifty. How often have

we known young men, fresh from the theological

seminary, to rise rapidly in position and influence

for fifteen or twenty years, and then suddenly decline.

The writer has in mind several men who up- to the

time they were forty or fifty, were constantly

growing in intellectual power, and were pastors of

large churches, some of them wearing conspicuous-

ly the title of D. D., who from fifty to sixty con-

stantly declined in mental vigor, drifted out of the

ministry, their place being filled with younger or

more vigorous men. Why this change? Not be-

cause of overwork, or failing health, for, physically,

they were as strong as ever; but from laziness, lack

of study. Not willing to make new sermons, but,

relying upon old material, they fed their people

upon what Wayland Hoyt is pleased to call
1 dried

tonguet

' and so, becoming ' back-numbers ' in ser-

mon production, were dismissed from public serv-

ice. Young men had nothing to do with driving

them out of the ministry. The fault was all their

own; they drove themselves out, from lack of ear-

nest, active, up-to-date thinking, reading and writ-

ing. No pastor can grow intellectually who relies

upon old sermons for present use, and is not con-

stantly making new sermons for his people.

"If the pastor continues to make new, studious

sermons each week he will continue to be fresh and

interesting, while, if he fail to do so, he will rapid-

ly decline in mental power. Some people claim

that a safeguard against such mental decline is

for a man to stay from ten to twenty years upon

the same field, which would afford less temptation

to use old material. This might prove true if a

man actually continued to make new sermons.

But we find that with many pastors staying several

years upon the same field, they repeat old sermons

every three or five years, about as commonly as if

they changed fields every few years. In fact, a

pastor who changes fields every three years, and

still continues to make new sermons, will grow

more rapidly in intellect, and have much fresher

sermons than he who stays many years upon the

same field, and repeats his old material. Do not

understand me to say that I believe all are doing

this. There are men to-day in our own denomina-

tion who have been upon the same field for fifteen,

twenty or more years; but, mind you, they are stu-

dents, thinking, industrious men, who are constant-

ly making fresh sermons, which deal with the prob-

lems of our age, to which the Gospel of Jesus

Christ is spiritually and intellectually applied."

Emerson wrote, " We never count a man's years

until he has nothing else to count." Our aged

brother, John Metzger, once remarked that he

would sooner wear out than rust out, and it is

quite noticeable that men, as well as machinery,

will rust out in half the time it requires to wear

out. Too many men quit their hard study at the

age of forty or forty-five, and they are soon old.

They are rusting out. What account is a doctor

who is not a hard student? Of what value is any

professional man who does not keep up his regular

lines of study? The real secret of this thing of

old men remaining strong in mind is hard study,

and no man ought to study harder than the min-

ister. He should not only study his Bible well,

but he must read good books, and, if possible, mas-

ter their contents. We hope this article will in-

spire our ministers and teachers,—both old and

young, * Let there be more life in the preaching,

and more hard work on the sermons, and let it be

seen to that each and every preacher has something

to do! j.
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LOVE CAME TO ME.

Love came to me when I was young;

He brought me songs, he brought me flowers;

Love wooed me lightly, trees among,

And dallied under scented bowers;

And loud be caroled," Love is king!
"

For he was riotous as spring,

And careless of the hours

—

When I was young.

Love lingered near when I grew old;

He brought me light from stars above;

<\n.l 1 jit..h!

He fluted to me like a dove;

And Love leaned out of Paradise

And gently kissed my faded eyes,

And whispered, " God is love "

—

When I grew old.

—By Francis Howard Williams, in " The Year Book of the

Pegasus."

THE GOOD DONE BY THE MESSENGER.

One of our ministers, Bro. Stockmyer, also Sis-

ter Stockmyer, were with us last Sunday. They

live in the country, about eighteen miles from this

city and do not get to attend church as much as

they would like to.

We learned this fact that, while they were de-

prived from this privilege, their home was made

brighter and they were also receiving blessings,

by hearing of church news and encouragements

through the Gospel Messenger, which is one of

our most powerful preachers and successful mis-

sionaries we have in the church. It preaches the

Gospel truth, and then stops and does just what it

is sent for. It has no ears to hear that Bro. C.

said so and so about Bro. E. It has no tongue to

say, "1 will take this or that topic; it will hit the

sisters who neglect their duties in various ways in

time of worship," but it goes right to their homes,

and, in a quiet way, tells them their duties toward

their Redeemer and the church.

Any one reading the Gospel Messenger could

not grow cold and indifferent in the faith and

practice of the Brethren. Those who read our

Messenger, after we have read it, are so eager to

get it, that they count the days after reading it, until

another one comes. Some of those who read it

belong to other churches, but they say it is the

best church paper they have ever read, and that

they get a better understanding of the Gospel

through it, than they do from the pulpit in their

churches. The Messenger is surely a workman

that " needeth not to be ashamed."

Last fall there was a call made to different

churches for names of persons who did not belong

our church, and the Messenger would be sent

;e to them until the end of the year. We sent in

* names of our neighbors, and out of that num-

r one was baptized last Monday,
Fort Scott, Kans.

FOR THE SHUT IN.

When I was a boy I had a good deal of reading

matter around me, but the kind was not sue

appealed to my youthful tastes. In those days

there was very little that equals the immense r

of material that is now presented to the youth of

the country. I had access to the earlier issues of

Harper's Magazine, and occasionally to some of the

other few periodicals of the day. I remember dis-

tinctly of considering the tremendous importance

and dignity of the man who could and did take

several magazines and was thus enabled to follow

up the "To be continued in our next" articles. I

resolved that if I ever got rich I would take them
all and be a perfectly happy person. Alas and
alack, I have grown up and " take them all," and

would give the whole result to be a boy again with

the old dollar newspaper, or the ante helium Bro.

Jonathan, or the same zest for the Rollo books.

This brings me around to what I want to say.

ere is a big lot of the current literature of the

day and I have no place for the different publica-

tions,—there are too many of them,—and I have

hardly room for my books. Now, here and there,

over the country reached by the Messenger, are

boys and girls and grown people who are shut in

by sickness or misfortune, or some boy or girl in

the fix I was when I was a youth, who would he

glad of a copy of Harper, Scrihner, the Cosmopolitan

or the like, but who are debarred from getting it

for some reason or other. If such can imtster two

cents to pay the postage on a letter to me, setting

forth the fact that they would like a magazine to

read, I will send them one free and pay the post-

age on it myself. I am going to get my pay out of

it by brightening some life, if I can do it, and I

will be a long ways ahead in the bargain consider-

ing the petty cost of the proceeding.

Here is a class of people I want to reach,— the

sick, old or young, the cripples, and the poor who

have no chance. Our own people first and then

others. I have not the slightest objections to your

writing for a magazine to be sent to some deserving

person you know, whether of our people or not,

If some pain-racked person gets a magazine through

the post-office, and never knows where it came

from, what an offset it will be to some of our mean-

ness in the final accounting! It will help me if the

age and a few other details are mentioned. This

offer will not appear again and will hold out while

the lot of literature lasts. Don't send postals, they

are too much like standing on the front porch and

shouting down the street, "John, you come home

here right away now." Write a letter. It is no-

body's business but your own.

Lewisburg, Pa.

SOLOMON A TYPE OF CHRIST.

In Two Parts.—Part One.

Solomon is acknowledged to be a type of Christ,

consequently his wealth and wisdom are parts of

that type. First, let us consider Solomon's wealth

in material things, as a type of Christ's wealth in

material things. Although there were many great

kings in Solomon's time, yet he stands out prom-

inently as the greatest. Jerusalem, his capital,

was a great and most beautiful city, adorned with

many works of genius and skill. People of other

nations came to it for pleasure, profit and in-

struction. His servants were a multitude, all look-

ing to him for support. He drew upon the pro-

ducts of a nation for their sustenance, and an ac-

count of the prodigious amount, necessary for one

day, may be had by reading 1 Kings 4. Only

enormous wealth and many resources could have

kept up such a table. His ships brought to his

hand the riches and curiosities of many countries.

Now consider the wealth of Christ! Types are

only shadows of the thing typified, so Solomon's

wealth, as a type of Christ's, is only a shadow,

Among kings, Christ is " King of kings and Lord

of lords." His kingdom does not end with this

world, but all the worlds and all the suns we can

see in the heavens at night, and others, that are

beyond the reach of the most powerful telescope,

belong to his dominion. The heavenly Jerusalem

is the capital of this vast domain, and is as real

and tangible a city as any that are upon the earth.

Who shall describe the glories of that city,—to

streets of gold, its gates of pearl, its foundation of

precious stones and the dazzling glory of the Light

of it.

What a study all these things will be for the

diversified assembly that shall gather into it from

all the nations under the sun, for they all repre'

sent something in the higher, more beautiful, spir-

itual sense. It will be one of the joys of the re-

deemed to study the city and learn the beautiful

lessons to be drawn from each material, and ' ts

position and use in the city, for nothing was built

by Christ's wisdom without a design. Stones,

flowers and trees each have a language of the ,r
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oWn, that those who study may understand. A
bouquet may be made of certain flowers, arranged

in such a way that a message is conveyed to the

receiver of the bouquet, tf he has studied the lan-

guage of flowers.

Hi.- urt will be

host and redeen

nposed of the heavenly

;s—all giving him honor

splendid than

such,

e that

are not working for Christ, the enemy
to finding fault with the workers.

and praise,—a shining throng,

any ever seen en earth.

Notice Solomon's reign. His ruling

that plenty was in the land and every

worked could eat of the fruit of his labor under

his own vine and fig tree. As a king he had an

interest in all his subjects, desiring that all should

be supplied and that justice be meted out to all.

His own servants were supplied from his bounty,

as long as they rendered faithful service. They

trusted him for it and he was fully able to give

them what they needed.

Christ, as king over all, has made the laws of

nature such that they work for the interest and

support of all. He sendeth rain " on the just and

on the unjust." Seedtime and harvest come to

all. Industry and prudence bring their reward to

all alike. If any lack it is the result of idleness,

lack of knowledge, or " man's inhumanity to man."

But there are those who serve him who may ex-

pect special watch-care. " Seek ye first the king-

dom of God and his righteousness and all these

things shall be added unto you." The promise is

repeatedly given. True, he does not promise to

give us great store, so that we may see the means

for providing for. our wants as long as we live, but

if we do our part we may expect food and raiment

as surely as Solomon's servants expected these

things from him.

What is the need, then, of those who profess to

to be of the household of Christ joining these se-

cret societies, to get support for their families in

the event of their death? "I have been young

and now am old; yet have I not seen the right-

eous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread."

Why do so many, when approached for means

to carry on the work of the church (and giving is

a part of the work of Christ's servants) draw the

purse-strings so close and say (in their hearts, if

not audibly), " I am trying to get something ahead,

to leave to my children." " O, ye of little faith!
"

Do you not know that the promise of food and rai-

ment extends to your children also? They

be as well able to work as you, :

trained them aright, they will, i

cases, be servants of Christ also.

True, every one is to work to

household, but that does not m(

provide them with all the luxuri

as necessities, and lay up a goodly sum to guard

against all future contingencies, before you begin

to lay aside a certain portion of your money, time

and thoughts for Christ. To refuse to do this

implies that you feel that Christ either cannot or

will not fulfill his promises. "He holdeth the

wealth of the world in his hands," " The cattle up-

on a thousand hills are his." His resources and

control of ways, means and natural laws are such

that those who serve him need not doubt his

ability to fulfill his promises. His goodness and

mercy are such that they need not doubt his will-

ingness to do so.

Hygiene, Colo.

DO NOT BABY YOUR CHILDREN.

The Christian Herald has this good thing to say

about training children to be helpful while they

are young:

A mother need not be a slave to her children

when the little folks have attained the age of self-

duty to teach them this

Hofer Schreiber, a noted

n this subject, gives the

oon as baby can walk, he

One proud father told me not

two-year-old son's keeping the

filled, carrying a stick at a time,

year and a-half old that can put

d forks around the table, taking

basket that is put on a chair for

ndustrious s

helpfulness. It is her

habit of self-help. Els

Uindergartner, writing

following advice: "As
can do his part. One
long ago of his

kitchen wood box

I knew a child a

all the knives a

tham out of the

him. Children that develop th

early, will always like to work,

make a drudge of the child, but let him feel that

he is actually doing something that counts for thi

welfare of the family. I can assure you that it

is far easier to follow the first impulse, but whi

we realize that in doing so we are adding weak-

ness instead of strength to our child's character,

our choice will not be hard. Of course, there are

times when a mother's loving solace is needed,

and no mother need be told how to discern them.

If we used the time, spent in unnecessarily ' baby-

ing ' our children, for joyous play, a good story,

or preparing some little surprise for them, how

much we could add to their real growth and hap-

piness."

if you hi

majority of

1 that you shall

of life, as well

'39

the most pleasant councils he ever attended. With
the present conditions and prospects, I do not see

why any one should hesitate to aid the good cause

at this place. With judicious management I be-

lieve a noble work can be done at our Capital City.

Here we come in contact, not only with persons of

our own country, but all parts of the civilized world.

Our brethren and their children are locating here,

and need a church-home. May the Good Lord
move his people to meet these needs by the erec-

tion of a suitable house in which to meet for the

worship of the God of our fathers! S. F. Sanger.
Calverton

% Va.

CORRESPONDENCE \

WHO IS THE FAULT-FINDER?

the
Th

HUTCHISON,

is not working for Jesus.

r the influence of the Holy

:o hunt for the weak parts of

too much work that ought to

promotion of the Master's cause,

e times and circumstances under

that work unc
Spirit have no time
others. They see t<

be done for th.

and while there
which it becomes necessary to look after the mis-

takes of others, yet the one who is ever finding
fault with others, is not the one who is pushing
the Lord's work along. Jesus says, "He that is

°°twith me is against me." Matt, 12:30. If we

il church, county 3

From Washington, D. C.

I had the pleasure of meeting with the brethren

and sistars at this place Jan. 31, In the Hall on the

corner of Fourth Street and Pennsylvania Avenue,

S. E. The Sunday school met at 10 A. M. They

have between thirty and forty children in attend-

ance generally, but some were not present, as they

are not properly clad for such cold weather. The of-

ficers and teachers manifested interest and skill in

the management of the school, and the children, as

well as the older ones present, were much inter-

ested in the lesson. Sister Carrie Westergreen is

laboring with energy and skill, and the fruits of her

both in the Sunday sclv

Bro. Hollinger's labors

> well as others, who

contact with hirr

dily

and publi(

appreciated by the member:

attend the services or come
iraged bycially. The members are very much

the liberal aid of many of the congregations, in se

curing a lot upon which they hope to have erected

in the near future, a comfortable churchhouse,—

one of the indispensable adjuncts to success in city

work. We had public preaching at 11 A. M.

council at 3 P.M., and preaching at 7 P. M., b>

Bro. T. J. Kolb, of Double Pipe Creek, Md. Th<

congregations are not large,—city people have ar

aversion to worshiping in public halls,—but somt

who were present, seemed much interested, and ex-

pressed an appreciation of the opportunity t

ciate and worship witfi a plain, cor

From present indications we do not e

growth

some increase in the near future

asked, "Where do you baptize?"

dered, too, along this line. If some \

satisfactory solution of this problem,

The council was well attended, an

was disposed of in a satisfactory and

pect a

is to <

Some

The Chicago Mission

people.

apid

pect

Having been permitted to spend a few weeks in

preaching in the city, I have, during the time, tried

to study the inside workings of the Sisters' Mis-

sion, as much as possible. I will, for the encour-

agement of all interested in assisting the mission,

say, Send in your donations cheerfully and do not

become indifferent. Our workers arc alt laboring

to their utmost ability. They are prayerfully, con-

scientiously, and judiciously, using the means sent

them by the friends. I wish you could just spend

week there and see the poor souls made happy

by your charities. One cannot help but feel that

the Lord will bless the work done. To see the

happy faces of so many children and mothers as

well, as they come through the cold to attend the

services, is convincing proof that seed is being sown

in these dear hearts that will spring up into eternal

life.

While we do not consider the location of our

mission station the best, yet we know, by what we

heard and saw, that, by judicious management,

much good can be done, especially by opening up

new fields in the city.

We should have at least five hundred faithful

workers in Chicago. We were there during the se-

vere cold wave, and saw so much suffering that it

all bu

dable

pan nber the

One evening during our stay we opened two box-

es sent from Pennsylvania, by some dear sisters.

As we would hold up one garment after another,

or a pair of shoes, these dear sisters would

exclaim: "O is not that nice! That will just be

the size for such a one." With tears of joy they

would say, " God bless the donors! " O, let us do

all we can for the noble work in Chicago!

Geo. W. Cripe.

Feb. 12.

From Oystervllle, Wash.

1 of this pla

?his work, v

: met Feb. 6, to orga

nembei

Two
located he

ed by bap-

i. S. Bark-

way lister of experience said it 1 of

The memfr
ize a church. This work, we believe, was properly

attended to. There are te

Six were received by letti

yet handed in their letters. This wi

tal number eighteen. Three were u

tism last year and one this year. E
low, of the Coquille church, was chi

We expect to hold a love feast in th

This new organization will be kno

terville church. We have just close*

series of meetings. One dear soul came out on the

Lord's side. The doctrine of the Brethren is en-

tirely new to the people here.

Brethren, desiring a home in the Far West,

should examine this section of country. We would

be glad to have them locate in Western Washing

fiitiin

Oys

ton.

Feb,

Ne Cakl

Prom Nocona, Texas.

Tuesday, Feb. 9, I received a telegram request-

ing me to attend the funeral of Sister Linn. I had

fifty minutes in which to get ready and ride two

and one-half miles to the train. A twenty-six-mile

ride on the train and nine miles in a wagon brought

us to the house of the bereaved family. Here we

had services. After preaching the funeral, we

drove seven miles to the graveyard. Next I went

six miles to Bro. Bowman's, where we spent the



140
a'iacE qospel lidiESSEisrca-EK/. February 27, 1897.

night. There is nc

ren church within

there is one point

r of the Breth-

ty-five miles of us, and yet

he Brotherhood where six-

nisters get their mail at one office. May

the day soon come when every minister (except

when prevented by infirmity) shall have fifty-two

sermons to preach every year, and when four-fifths

of these sermons shall be delivered With just the

one minister present.

If the officials, with the elders or bishops, will

not make the arrangements, let the church do it.

The church has called them to the work, and

there should be elders who will not make appoint-

ments for each one to fill, let the church do it.

While it is the preacher's place to go out and do all

he can, I feel the church should make his appoint-

ments, in case he neglects his duty. Pray for those

idle preachers! Abraham Molsbee.

Feb. 9.

From the Beaver Creek Congregation, Va.

Jan. 10 Bro. H. C. Early coi

meetings at Franklin, where

houses is located, and cont

preaching, in all, seventeen

ings were well attended, the h

imenced a series of

one of our church-

nued until the 24th,

meet-

being too small

Thenodate all the people. The meetings

continued to grow in interest until they closed.

Members of other churches seemed to take a great

interest in the meetings. Bro, Early did some very

plain preaching, and the people were much inter-

ested. We were made sorry when the meetings

had to close. We think, if they could have

been continued a week or so longer, much more

ne. We think our breth-

nistake by closing their

good would have bet

ren too often maki

meetings too soon. The mi

seem to be greatly encouraj

ing some of their neighbor

side of the church for mai

church. Bro. Early did his

mediate result, five made

membership.

Spring Creek, Va., Fed. 15,

'rubers around Franklin

ed and built up in see-

j, who have stood out-

y years, coming to the

work well. A? an im-

application for church

M. B. Miller.

From Markleysburg, Pa.

14th

We commenced meetings at the Bethel h

Feb. 7, and continued until the evening of th<

with increasing interest and attendance. As an

immediate result two requested baptism, which will

be attended to in the future. We were also called

to the bedside of a very sick man who requested

to be baptized. With the assistance of a number

of the

pla

of

Brethr.

tile to

nd lake

was buried in baptism. T
Wednesday night following

While at the above meet

see an afflicted sister who d

.rried from his bed

about three-quarter:

re he, with his wife,

s was Saturday.

: passed away.

g, we were called to

ired Communion ser-

in the name of the

d the different brethren as they passed through

re. We trust our brethren will not forget to stop,

they travel through Fort Wayne, and may they

encourage us on our way in the good work of the

J, that the borders of Zion may be enlarged.

We need much help here. The opposition is great,

is. in all cities.

:ter long and continued efforts we have finally

eeded in getting the Northern and Middle Dis-

tricts of Indiana to appoint Eld. William Deeter, of

Milford, Ind., and Eld. Jacob Snell, of Collamer,

nd., as a committee, to organize us into a church.

They arrived here Feb. 9, together with Bro.

Stephen Ulery, a member of the committee of the

Middle District, and Bro. Steckley, of the Cedar

k church. The organization was effected on

evening of Feb. 10, with a membership

nineteen. We also elected two deacons,

—

brethren A. M. Eby and F. P. Colclesser; also a

lerk, correspondent, and treasurer. We organized

ur Sunday school last Sunday, Feb. 14, with a full

orps of officers. We pray that God may bless our

fforts, as the members all feel a deep interest in

he work here. We organized the school as a mis-

ion school. The church was named " Fort Wayne
Church."

Bro. Jacob Snell preached for us two evenings,

after which Bro. W. R. Deeter continued the meet-

ings until Feb. 17, but had to stop because of his

health, right in the midst of a good interest. We
all felt much disappointed in finding him absent

last evening. Bro. Deeter's sermons were mostly

doctrinal, and ably delivered. A. M. Eby.

Lord This v

all present, after which sh

to die." The Lord willin

meetings at another poii

pendent Schoolhousc,"

to hold a short scries of

regular preaching places i

The preaching is being dc

We also expect to hold

ded to, to the cditic

, "I ;

of

not afraid

kno

We
" Inde-

trying

ieetings at each of our

our home congregation.

le by the home ministry.

l council-meeting at the

Bethel house, for the purpose of electing two dea-

cons, and also to try to raise ourselves to a higher

plane of Christian work. Eld. Jeremiah Thomas,

of Clifton Mills, W. Va., is to assist in the work.

Jasper Barnthouse.
F*b. 16.

From Fort Wayne, Ind.

togethe

mbers at this place

though not orga

During that time four membe
church by baptism,

our resident minister,

each week and reguU

for one year

e added to the

Iro. Jacob Ahner has been

We had our social meetings

by our own speaker

District Mission Board of Northern Illinois.

The Mission Board met at Mt. Morris, 111., Feb.

15, 1897, in session. Quite an awakening was no-

ticed especially in the Wisconsin mission field.

A call for ministerial help came from Sturgeon

Bay, Door County, for preaching. There are four-

teen members living there. Some have not heard the

Brethren preach for two years and some not for

three years. The Board decided to send some one

to preach to them. Truly, when we look over the

great field, we must say, " The harvest is plenteous

but the laborers are few." There is plenty of work

in the Wisconsin field, as well as elsewhere. We
would like to have some good, earnest brother, full

of the Holy Spirit, to locate in Wisconsin and take

charge of the work, that the Board may assign

him. Who will respond? C. P. Rowland, Sec.

Lanark, III.

From Hollywood, Ala.

Since an item appeared in the Gospel Messen-

ger, saying that we anticipated leaving Florida, we

: had a number of inquiries in regard to where

/ere going to locate. I, therefore embrace, this

opportunity of saying that we arrived at our new

home, at Hollywood, Ala., Feb. 13.

Hollywood is fifty-one miles southwest of Chat-

tanooga, Tenn., on the Memphis and Charleston

Railroad, and five miles northeast of Scottsboro,

the County-seat of Jackson County, Ala. This is

the northeast County of the State, bordering Ten-

nessee on the north, and Georgia on the east.

The Cumberland Mountains traverse the County

from the northeast, in a southwesterly direction,

having an elevation of about 1,500 feet. Sand

Mountain borders the County on the east and

southeast, the entire distance of forty miles or

more. Between these two mountain ranges lies

the beautiful valley of th» Tennessee, three to ten

miles wide. The river here runs almost due south,

along the base of Sand Mountain. Hollywood is

three miles west of the river. Our residence is be-

tween 500 and 600 yards east of the depot, on Gravel

Ridge, which rises about 50 feet above the valley of

the Tennessee proper, and another valley on the

west, extending to the Cumberland Mountains,

which gives us a most beautiful and picturesque

landscape.

In our judgment this section is the best adapted

to general farming of anything we have seen in the

South. Those of our brethren and friends who de-

sire to locate in a mild climate, we invite to

come and look over this part of the country.

We shall be pleased to have good, faithful mem-
bers locate here and help us to establish our faith

in this beautiful valley. We believe it to be a good
place in which to serve the Lord and make an hon-

orable and comfortable support for a family. I will

just say that if any of our brethren are traveling

South via Nashville and Chattanooga, it will be

only twelve miles out of their way, to stop off at

Stevenson, and run down on the M. and C. R. R.,

to our place.

We find the people kind and sociable. The de-

nominations represented here are Missionary Bap-

tists, Methodists and Christians. The former are

the strongest and have the only house of worship

in Hollywood, but it is understood by the citizens

that other denominations shall have the house a

part of the time. The latter do not have regular

appointments, but the first two have one preach-

ing service each, every month.

There is a Union Sunday school every Lord's Day.

We hope to do all we can to establish the doctrine

of our Brethren here and desire the prayers of our

dear brethren and sisters in behalf of the work.

E. J, Neher.
Feb. 15.

Music in Church.

I have closed my work in music, at the Casstown,

Ohio, church. The work was very pleasant. Bro.

D. S. Filbrun was conducting a series of meetings

there when I left. After giving a term of lessons

in vocal music, 1 assisled Bro. Filbrun one week in

the meetings. The interest was good throughout.

Some very valuable improvements have been

made in the rudimental department of the Breth-

ren's Sunday School Song Book. I now work ac-

cording to the principles laid down in the Song

Book.

There is no reason why our members should have

such varying ideas, respecting the music of our

church. I mean the old and the- young. Let us

work to get more union into our singing, for it is

an important part of worship. I believe if we had

more praying and more singing, we would con-

vert more sinners to Christ.

Thehu j the j of '

shiping God in song with the spirit and with the un-

derstanding. How vain it is to try to worship our

Divine Father with man-made instruments! What
we want is more congregational singing. I thank

God that I belong to a church that practices con-

gregational singing. Many other churches are now

urging congregational singing, because they recog-

nize the importance of it.

Christian people are not satisfied to go to church,

ly fill space. They want to help in the

song service. I like to see every brother and sis-

ter own a Song Book and Hymnal. I consider

this of importance,—next to the Bible.

People are always glad to help to sing, and

they really would enjoy the song service, if they

only had the means and the understanding.

O! come, let us sing a new song unto the

Lord. Let us make a joyful noise."

A true follower of the Savior has a real enjoya-

ble life. All pleasures of this world are imagin-

ary and will drag the individual down to misery

and ruin. Let us all, then, use our best efforts to

elevate the music in our church!

Joseph Studebakek.
Flora, Ind., Feb. 16.

A few weeks ago a series of meetings was

in the bustling little city of Ashland, Jackson

Oregon. The meetings were conducted by a

Ross, of the Southern Methodist church, or

popular plan, known as " a union effort."

It is claimed there were one hundred and t

These converts have distributed t

ording to their own choice among
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popular churches of the town. A considerable

number of them went to the M. E. church. A large

per cent of these were sprinkled. Nine were bap-

tized and four of them received face-forward trine

immersion.

It is said that, while Mr. Ross was conducting

these meetings, he stated repeatedly that he was on

the
" broad way." He is also accredited with say-

ing that if any of his converts wished to go to heav-

en by the "water way," they could do so by

joining the Baptist church, but if they preferred

the " dry land route " they could go with the

Methodists. At any rate, each one could choose

his own course, just so he became converted ( ?).

It does appear that these views are liberal

enough to satisfy the most loose-jointed, religious

pretender, but a few thoughts present themselves to

the writer:

1. It seems to me that these different zaoys have

become very much mixed up; for in this case some

of the dry-land people have gone about as deep into

the water as it is possible for any one to go, except

by faith, for, professedly, the M. E. people do

not believe in water baptism.

2. What kind of faith can those have, who are

thus baptized? They undoubtedly believe in water

baptism, or they would not go to the trouble to be

thus baptized, both in opposition to the church of

their choice and contrary to the faith of the one

who administers the rite.

We read that " whatsoever is not of faith is sin."

Rom. 14: 23. If the administrator of the rite

do^s not believe it to be essential, he undoubtedly

sins in performing the act. If he sins in the trans-

action, the transaction is unlawful. What benefit,

therefore, can the one, receiving the rite, hope to

gain by being the recipient of an unlawful trans-

We read of but one way,—" I am the way," John

14: 6,—that leads to life, and Christ says that way
is narrow. Matt. 7: 14. The onlv "broad way"
that we have any account of, Christ says, leads to

destruction. Matt. 7: 13. We read, too, "that

he that climbeth up some other way, is a thief and

a robber." John 10: I- How much better to " en-

ter in at the straight gate," and learn to walk in the

narrow way, "which leadeth unto life" Matt. 7:

14. S. A. Shuck,

Talent, Ore.

qospeij MiESsaasTGErR.

Covington Church, Ohio.—Our first quarterly

council in '97, was held Feb. 11. All business

passed oft pleasantly and we feel to go on in the

good work. Arrangements were made to reorgan-

ize our Sunday school. Our love feast will occur

on Easter eve, April 17, at the Sugar Grove
house.—A. S. Neker.

Mt, Etna Church, Iowa.—We began a series of

meetings here Feb. 7, which continued until Feb.

17. The meetings were held by our own home minis-

ters. Seven precious souls came out on the

Lord's side. They were from eleven to sixteen

years of age. Many more are almost persuaded.

—

Emma A. Sink, Fib. ly.

Olathe, Kans.— Four have been baptized in Kan-

sas City lately. The interest seems to increase.

They have an evergreen Sunday school, a mission

Sunday school, two prayer meetings, and preaching

nearly every Sunday. We are very much in need

of a meetinghouse and a located minister who can

give all his time to the work.

—

Geo. E. Wise, Feb. ig,

Elkhart, Ind.—Jan. 25, Bro. Dorsey Hodgden,
of Huntington, Ind., commenced a series of meet-

ings in the Elkhart City church, and preached thirty

able and inviting sermons. His work was just what

we needed. He closed Feb. 14, with good interest.

One was baptized; we have two applicants for

baptism, and one has been reclaimed. Many more
were made to realize the need of accepting the

plain teaching of the Bible.—S. C. Kindy, Feb. 16,

Chiques Church, Pa. — We have just closed a

very interesting series of meetings at the Green

Tree house. Bro. Jacob K. Pfautz, of Farmersville,

Pa., came to us Feb. 6, and remained until the 19th,

preaching, in all, seventeen sermons, Ten pre-

cious souls have made the good profession and oth-

ers are seriously counting the cost. The meetings

were well attended. The brethren and sisters feel

greatly encouraged in the good work.

—

Isaac S.

Gibble, MastersonvilU, Pa., Feb. 20.

Notes x from x our x Correspondents.

Martinsburg, Pa.— Eld. Brice Sell, of Newry,
Fa., began i 1 of meetings in the Martinsburg

neetinghouse, Jan. 30, and continued till Feb.

preaching, in all, twenty-three sermons, including

one funeral sermon. We hope that the good seed

sown may bear fruit in the near future.—/. G. Mock,
Feb. 8.

Oakland Church, Ohio.—Our regularly quarterly

council occurred Feb. 17. We had a very pleasant

meeting. The church elected delegates to Dis-

trict and Annual Meeting; also Sunday school Su-

perintendents. It was decided to hold our Com-
munion May 29, 1897.—

:

John H. Christian, Gettys-

burg, Ohio, Feb. 20.

Mt. Vernon Church, 111.-A number of the
brethren and sisters met on Wednesday, Feb. 17, at

the house of Bro, R. Miles, in Mt. Vernon, in re-

sponse to his request, to be anointed. Bro. Daniel
Ulery officiated, assisted by Bro. O. Z. Hicks.
Bro. Miles has been ill for some time, but seems to
be better at present. After the services he seemed
much strengthened both physically and spiritually.

~D Z. Angle, Feb, 18

Beaver Creek Church, Ind.—Bro. John Wright, of
North Manchester, Ind., began meetings Jan. 30, and
dosed Feb. 8, when he was called home on account
of sickness. Our dear brother certainly put forth
the Word in its primitive purity. We had five ac-
cessions by letter. We were sorry the meetings
ha

<3 to close, as we think our brother was doing
a great deal of good. The interest was excellent—
Francis M. White, Lakeside, Ind.

Summit Church, Ind.—The members at this

place have been enjoying a series of meetings since

Saturday evening Feb. 5, having secured the ser-

vices of Bro. Isaac Branson. Our dear brother has

given us much encouragement by holding forth the

Word in its purity. We appreciate his earnest and

effective work and believe much good will be ac-

complished. We have had preaching each even-

ing; also in daytime, up to the present time.

—

Lizzie

Mollis, New Cumberland, Ind., Feb. 16,

Richland Church, Ohio.—We held our first quar-

terly council Feb. 13. Our elder, S. M. Loose, be-

ing present, all business passed off pleasantly. The

members intend to build an addition to their church

in the near future. They also held an election for

superintendent of the Sunday school, which fell up-

on brethren William Yeater and Robert Fullwider.

Five letters were granted. The church chose Bro.

Peter Heifer as delegate to Annual Meeting, and

Bro. Rothrock as delegate to District Meeting —
Chas. W, Heifer, Plj mouth, Ohio.

Ridgely, Md —Our series of meetings, which

commenced Jan. 16, closed Feb. 7. Eld. Geo. Rai-

righ did the preaching. He did not shun to de-

clare the whole counsel of God. We regretted that

more could not hear these soul-cheering sermons.

We believe many more would be gathered into the

fold of Christ. Five precious souls were received

by baptism and three, that had wandered away,

came back and were received into the fold again.

Eld. Jacob Koons paid us a visit, recently, which

we appreciated very much.

—

D, B, Stayer, Feb. 12.

Fort Scott, Kans. — Since our la<t report two

have been added to the churcfi by baptism, and we

have one more applicant. Our home ministers ex-

pect to commence a series of meetings about

March 20. Our elder, J. H. Neher, is to do the

preaching. Preparations are being made by dis-

tributing tracts and Gospel Messengers, to get

the people interested. The week before the meet-

ing the young people's prayer meeting will be con-

tinued, in order to get the members to consecrate

themselves more fully for the work before them,—

Mary E, Tisdale.

^ Ml

Springfield Church, Ind.—The members as-

sembled in council Feb. 6. The meeting passed
off very pleasantly, and, apparently, to the satis-

faction of all present. The church decided to reor-

ganize the Sunday school, and, accordingly, held a

choice for superintendents, which resulted in the

of brethren Thomas Franks and Wm.
Weaver. Our Communion will occur June 5, begin-

ning at 3 P. m.—C. A. tfuber, Feb. 15.

Rockingham, Mo.—At our quarterly council,

Feb. 6, more business came before the meeting
than could be attended to in one day, so some was
left undone for the present, Solicitors were ap-

pointed to ascertain whether sufficient means could

be raised to build another churchhouse in this con-
gregation. Bro. S. Z. Sharp, of McPherson, Kans.,

was with us and gave us some good counsel. He
also preached three sermons for us and gave the

children a short talk at Sunday school. I need not

say that Bro. Sharp can interest a congregation.—/,

H. Shirky, Frb. 1$.

Notice.—An elder wishes to know if we want
the monjey at once for our meetinghouse, or

whether we only want the subscription. Others
may be at a loss on this. My answer is that we
will accommodate the contributors in any way it

suits them best to give the most. If any one would
rather give fifty or a hundred per cent more, if we
wait a year, then we will wait for them, but from

others we are ready to receive their contributions

any time. We are making preparation as we have

opportunity. God bless the cheerful giverl

—

Geo.

Bucher, Mechanic Grove, Pa., Feb. //.

Beatrice, Nebr.—The North Beatrice church

met in council Feb. 6, this being our annual

council. Our elder, Bro. Shick, and elders Kendig

and Peters were present to attend to the work as-

signed them by the elders of the District. Breth-

ren C. B. Smith and A. D, Sollenberger were or-

dained to the eldership. The work at this place Is

moving along nicely. At present Bro. J. E.

Young is conducting a series of meetings in Pick-

rell. So far one has made application for baptism.

Our love feast will be May 8, beginning at 4 P. M.
—M. L. Sollenberger, Beatrice, Nebr., Feb. /_$.

Milford Station, Pa.—We held three meetings in

the Garrett church, Pa. The Brethren here have

lately built a new church building, 50 by 36 feet in

size, at a cost of Si,8co. All is paid but about

S500. The Brethren here, though not large in num-

ber (about thirty-five or forty, I believe), are

struggling hard to maintain their characteristic

spiritual principles. They have many foes, but,

under the leadership of Eld. Pollard, a skillful pi-

lot in Christ's name, they are bound to gain the

victory. They have an evergreen Sunday school of

about seventy-five scholars.—Eld. N. B. Christner,

Feb. 20.

Cedar Lake Church, Ind.—Jan. 30, brother and

sister Hollinger, of North Manchester, came to us,

for the purpose of conducting a ten days' Bible

School. The school opened on Monday, Feb. I.

Tne attendance was not as large as we expected,

but good interest prevailed throughout. The

School closed Feb. II. We feel to commend

brother and sister Hollinger for the interest they

took in teaching the people the truths of the neg-

lected Book. Bro. Hollinger also preached for us

each evening until Feb. 14, when, on account of

Sister Hollinger's health, he had to close the meet-

ings.

—

D. E. Hoover, Garrett, Ind.

Ozawkie, Kans.—The Ozawkie church met in

monthly council Feb. 13. Since my last report one

dear young brother that had wandered away from

the fold, was restored to fellowship. Bro. Walter

Brunton, of York, N. Dak., came to us Jan. 28.

While with us he preached five sermons. Quite

a number of our brethren and friends are making

arrangements to move to North Dakota this spring.

While we regret seeing them move from us, we trust

they will, with the same earnestness, lay hold of

the Master's work there, as they have while with

us. May they be the means of widening the bor-

ders of our blessed Zion.—H. L, Brammell, Feb, 14.
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The Christian Quarterly for January, pub-

lished at Columbia, Mo., and edited by W. T.

Moore, Dean of the Bible College at that

place, has been on our desk for some weeks,

The publication has been removed from St.

L ->uis, where it had been edited and published

by J. H. Garrison, to its present place of pub-

lication, We have been reading this quarter-

ly for some years, and regard it as one of the

very best-edited journals coming to this office.

The literary character of its contents is always

of a very high standard, while the writers dis-

cuss most interesting subjects of a vital nature,

in a manner that cannot help being generally

instructive. The present issue contains a

paper on the " Reunion Question,*' by the ed-

itor, well worth repeated reading. He dis-

cusses the importance and necessity of more

united efforts upon the part of the various

Christian prnlessions, setting forth the fact

that the New Testament should be the one

rule of f.i'lh and practice of them all, that

New Testament things should be called by

New Testament names, that the one Spirit

Should pervade all the hearts, as well as the

purposes ol every religious undertaking. On
some points we think he shows an unnecessary

weakness, but, as a whole, the paper is strong

and candid. In addition to this paper there

arc a number of others by distinguished writ-

ers that deserve careful reading. The one

on "Ministerial Education" is of special in-

terest. The publication is quarterly, appears

in four numbers, is always well pr ntcd on

good paper, the type is large and clear, and

the present issue contains 14.1 pages. Price,

50 cents, or $z per year,

The Conversion of Brian 0'Dillon. Price,

St, Standard Publishing Company, Cincinnati,

Ohio, Publishers. We are not much given to

reading fiction, but this is a book of that rlass

which we could not help going to the end of it

after having commenced it. It tells the story

of the conversion of a hard-working, industri-

ous young man, and how it was brought about

by the simple use of the Holy Scriptures and

the careful conduct of a pious young woman.

Every incident is not only reasonable, but in

keeping with what we know concerning the

lives and possibilities of the common people.

It is a book that may be read with profit by

any young man or young woman in the land.

In 1.,, i, we would not hesitate to place it in the

hands of any earnest seeker after the truth.

It is a neatly-bound volume of 253 pages,

printed in very large type, and it will prove

exceedingly pleasant reading. The work
ought to have a very wide circulation. If you

have among your friends a young man a little

inclined to infidelity, hand him this book. It

may start him on the right track.

Frank Lesies Popular Monthly for Decem-
ber is an exceedingly interesting issue. The
journal always contains more than we have
time to read, but it is our custom to select what
we consider the most interesting article and
read that. In this issue we found two papers

that we could not pass by. One is, " The Char-
acter* and Campaign of Gen. Robert E, Lee."

We have read a number of these papers dur-

ing the last few months, and find this as inter-

esting as any of them. The other paper at-

tracting our attention is headed "A Magic
Island." It is a description of the Island of

Santa Catalma, lying a short distance to the

west of Southern California. The island is

said to be one of the most charming places on
the globe, where nature has done everything to

make life pleasant.

Report of America's Reli'f Expedition to

Asia Minor, under the Red Cross, American
National Red Cross, Washington, D. C„ Pub-
lishers, by the President of the Red Cross So-
ciety, Miss Clara Barton. We are favored
with a copy of this interesting publication, It

is interesting because of the great work she
accomplished in administering to the wants of

the suffering Aimenians during the past year.

The publication contains a well-written ac-
count of what was done, and also a well-

:culed map, showing different districts to

30 .
which :

It may be had of the publishers

If you get an Almanac, be sure to get a good
one. The Brethren's Almanac has all the

essentials of a first-class Almanac,

h-MATRIMONIAL-^
t tliercbrc Cioil hath Joined together, lei n

SNYDER—WEAVER.-At the home of

the bride's -parents, near Lima. Ohio, Feb. 7,

1807, by the undersigned, Bro. G. A. Snyder, of

the Lafayette church, and sister Minnie M.

Weaver, of the Sugar Creek congregation.

David Bybrly.

HAHN — HARNHART,—At the home of

the bride's parents, Bro. Abram and Sister

Melissa E. Barnharl, near Elpaso, III,, Feb. 10,

1897, by the undersigned, Bro Joshua Hahn,

of Mansfield, III., and Sister Lee Barnhart.

Thos. D. Lyon.

.. FALLEN * ASLEEP ...

STAUFFER.— In the Ludlow church, Darke

Co., Ohio, Sister Ann Stauffer, aged 57 years,

snth and 2 days. She was the wife pf Bro.

s Stauffer, one of our worthy deacons.

was always willing tO assist her husband

is official duties. A few weeks previous to

death she was anointed. During her ill -

; she was perfectly resigned to the will of

the Lord. On account of the affliction of Eld.

se Stutsman, and the absence of Eld. Tobi-

Kreider, who had been called away to

preach a funeral, Bro. D. D. Wine, of Pleasant

Hill, preached the funeral. Services at the

Pittsburg house. Interment in the Mote cem-

etery. Levi Minnich.

REIGHARD—In the Johnstown congrega-

)n, Pa., Jan. 30, 1897, Sister Lucinda Reighard,

aged 54 years and 16 days. Funeral services

by Bro. David Hildcbrand, assisted by Bro.

Abram Fyock, from Job 7: 16 and Psa. 17: 15.

A.J.STRAYER.

MILLER.— In the Sugar Creek congrega-

m, Allen Co., Ohio, Dec. 25, 1806, Sister

ara May Miller, aged 22 years, 4 months
id 24 days. That dreaded disease, consnmp-

m, laid hold of her while yet in the bloom of

youth. Although she was, on this account, de-

prived of many of the pleasures of this life,

yet she never murmured. Funeral services at

the church, by Eld. Samuel Driver, assisted by

Jacob Driver, to a large and sympathizing

congregation. David Bverlv.

SEMAN.—In the Ludlow church, Darke
Co., Ohio, Feb. 5, 1897, Catharine Seman, wife

of John Seman, aged 71 years, 9 months and 7

days. The deceased was born April 19, 1825,

n York County, Pa., and early in life came to

Darke County, She was the mother of a

large family of children, and was noted as

being a good neighbor and helper in time of

need. The funeral services were conducted

the Union Chapel at the Beech, by Bro.

Tobias Kreider and Mr. Lambert, of the Men-
e church, of which the deceased was a

member. Interment in the cemetery at Gettys-

burg. Levi Minnich.

RAIRIGH.— In the Woodland congregation,

Mich., Feb. 1, 1897, of appendicites, sister Eva
Jane Rairigh, aged 23 years, 6 months and 19

days. She was the daughter of Bro, Isaiah

and Sister Sarah Rairigh. Her mother pre-

ceded her to the spirit land about four years.

: Eva united with the Brethren church
about nine years ago. The funeral was
preached by Bro. M. M. Sherrick and the

riter, from the words, "She hath done what
e could." John M.Smith.

EBY.—In the Perry congregation, Perry
Co., Pa., Jan. 30, 1S97, of pneumonia, Sister

Sarah Eby, wife of Bro. Isaac Eby, aged
years, 4 months and 25 days. The large

dience that assembled at the home of

the deceased, was a fitting testimony of

whose whole life has been one of love

and affection. She denied herself to make
others happy. No one left her door hungry
or in distress, when she could alleviate their

woes. She was a devoted member of the
Brethren church for about forty years,

leaves a husband and two sons. Funeral
services by the writer, from the words,
me die the death of the righteous, and let my
last end be like bis." Num. 23: 10.

E. D. Book.

TRIMMER.-In York City, Pa., Jan. 1

1897, Ralph G. Trimmer, son of Jonas Trin

by D. H. Baker. Mary K. Baker,

DENNF.Y.— In the Sugar Creek church,

Hancock Co, Ind., Feb. 4, 1897, Sister Sarah

Denney, aged 75 years, 8 months and 10 days.

She was a member of the church forty-five

years. Funeral services by Bro. John H. Cay-

>r and the writer. John S. McCartv.

WHITMORE.—In the Monocacy congre-

gation, Md., Jan. 31, 1897, of paralysis. Sister

Mary Martha Whitmore, widow of Bro. David

Whitmore, aged 68 years, 11 months and 17

days. She was a consistent member of the

Brethren church for over thirty-five years.

She leaves four children—two sons and two

daughters. Funeral services by Eld. D. R.

Saylor from 2 Cor. 5: I.

Samuel Wevhright.

WAGONER.—In the Cerrogordo church,

Piatt Co,, 111., Feb. 7, 1897, of paralysis. Sister

Susannah Wagoner (nee Hendricks). De-

ceased was born in Carroll County, Ind., July

1844. March 3, 186S, she was united in

riage to Bro. John D. Wagoner, who still

dves her. She united with the Brethren

church in 1866, and has since lived a faithful

id dsvoted Christian life. For the last five

ars she was a great sufferer, yet without a

urmur. Funeral services by Eld. Menno
Stauffer, from Rev. 14: 13. W. A. Gara.

HULL.—Near New Windsor, Md„ Feb. 4,

97, Bro, Charles E , son of Bro, Cyrus and

stcr Carrie Hull, aged 23 years, 2 months

and 9 days. Bro. Charles gave his heart to

God in his youth, and was a bright example to

all those with whom he came in contact. Fu-

services conducted by Eld. E. W. Stoner

and others, from Psa. 92: 13.

Rachel A. Pkoutz.

BOWSER.—In the Claar church, Blair Co.,

Pa., Feb. 4, 1897, Bro. Jacob Bowser, aged 77

years and 5 months. Deceased was married

ister Margaret Claar Sept. 29, 1842, To
1 were born twelve children (all of whom
living, and nearly all members of the

eta). Bro. Bowser was a faithful member
of the church for many years. Funeral serv-

es conducted by the writer.

David D. Sell,

CAPRON.—In the New Hope church, Cher-

okee Co., Kans., Feb. 2, 1897, Sister Mary S.

Capron (nee Bliss), aged 77 years, 4 months
d 15 days. Deceased was born and raised

Vermont. She was married to Shepherd
ipron about fifty years ago. Both united

th the Brethren church in Illinois, but have

lived in Kansas for a number of years. They
even children, of whom three are living.

Funeral services at the home of the deceased.

Text, Rev. 14: 13. A. B. Lichtenwalter.

GRAYSON.—At Sharpsburg, Md., Feb. 7,

ig7, of pneumonia, Sister Ann Elizabeth Gray-

in, aged 66 years and 4 days. Funeral in

Sharpsburg, Feb. 9. Services by the writer,

sisted by Bro. O. S. Highbarger.

John E. Otto.

JENNINGS—In the Brownsville congrega-

>n, Washington Co., Md., Feb. 7, 1897, of

leumoma, William Edgar, son of Patrick H.
and Annie M. Jennings, aged 18 years, 2

ths and 12 days. Edgar was a young man
of bright promise. He attended church reg-

ly. He was Secretary for the Brownsville

Sunday school and proved to be an efficient

officer, and will be missed in the school. Fu-

services by Elders Eli Yourtee and D.

Ausherman. Geo. W. Kaktzel.

DALY—Near Welsh Run, Franklin Co.,

Pa , Feb. 5, 1897, Mr. Silas Daly, aged 47 years,

months and 29 days. Deceased cared for his

dowed mother for a number of years.

DALY.—In the same home, on the same
ty, fourteen hours later, Mrs. Rhuhamma

Daly, mother of the above-named Silas Daly,

aged 82 years, 7 months and 5 days. One
daughter, a sister and three sons survive her.

Services by Mr. West (Presbyterian) and the

PEER.—In the Tearcoat congregation, at

the home of her son-in-law, Bro. Silas Buck-

, Jan. 9, 1897, Sister Rachel Peer, aged

about 76 years. She was a faithful member of

the Brethren church for many years. She ha:

been a great sufferer for many years with

heart trouble. A few days before her death

she called for the elders and was anointed.

She leaves a husband and eight children. She

was buried at the Augusta church, W. Va,

Funeral services by brethren B. W. Smith and
G. S, Arnold, from Rev. 14: 13.

Maggie E. Flory,

ENDSLEY.-At his home, near Vanburen,

Ind,, in tbe bounds of the Landessville church,

Feb. 7, 1897, Bro. Abram Endsley, aged 73

years, 1 month and 24 days. His wife and one

son preceded him to the spirit land. He leaves

two sons and five daughters. He united with

the Brethren church about twenty years ago,

vas a faithful member. Funeral services

by Eld. J. F. Spitzer from 1 Thess. 4: i4-

D. B. G*RIiER.

FOX,—At Nocona, Tex., Jan. 28, 1897, of

1 grippe and pneumonia, Mrs. Belle Fox,

n'e of Mr. Win, M. Fox, aged about 53 years.

FOX.—Jan. 30, 1897, of the same disease,

liss Lena Fox, aged about 17 years. All

preparations were made to bury the mother,

when, while waiting for a daughter to come
rom Louisiana, Lena also died,— tbe night

fter her sister arrived. The grave was then

made wide enough for the two coffins. Four

)f the family were not able to attend the bury-

ng, including the husband and father. Serv-

ces at the house, conducted by Mr. Burnett,

if the Missionary Baptist church, of which

Mrs. Fox was a member. Lena was also a

iber of tbe Baptist church. Both were

laid side by side in the Nocona cemetery,

Montague Co., Tex. A. J. Wine.

REPP—In the Centerview church, Johnson

Co., Mo., Jan. 27, 1S97, of paralysis, sister

Susanna (Wolf) Repp, wife of Bro. Ephraim
Repp, aged 78 years, 2 months and 6 days.

with ber husband and seven children,

d to Missouri in March, 1866. At tbat

there were no members living west of

Knobnoster, or south of the Missouri River.

She was an active and consistent member of

the church for nearly fifty years. Hers was

the first death in the family, covering a period

ore than half a century. Funeral dis-

e by Bro. D. M. Mohlei

Ma f Mo

BENDER— In the Back Creek congrega-

m, Franklin Co., Pa., Sister Lydia Bender,

aged almost 72 years. She leaves a husband

and five children. She was afflicted for quite

while. Services by J. Kurtz Miller, Daniel

tiler, and others. John Lehner.

CUPP. — In the Sangerville congregation,

Va., Jan. 16, 1897, Daniel S., son of Bro. Will-

am and Sister Mary C. Cupp, aged 10 years

CUPP.—In the same family, Jan. 20, 1897,

lattie M., aged 8 years, S months and 20 days.

CUPP.—In the same family, Feb. 1, 1897,

the mother, Sister Mary C. Cupp, aged 29

years, 10 mouths and 15 days.

CUPP.—In the same family, Feb. 8, 1897,

Virgia V., aged 6 years, 8 months and 2 days.

CUPP.—In tbe same family, Feb. 9, 1897,

Oscar D., aged 4 years, 11 months and 4 days,

ise, diphtheria. Tbe disconsolate father

and little Sada, about three years old, are left

mourn their loss. G. W. Wine.

LINN.— In the William's Creek church,

Cooke Co., Tex., Feb. 8, 1897, Sister Susie R.

Linn, wife of friend E. H. Linn, and daughter

'o. Noah and Sister A. Bowman, aged 25

years, 5 months and 25 days, She gave the

Savior her heart, and her hand to the church,

when thirteen years of age. In her death her

husband has lost a dear companion, and the

three children (one an infant) a loving mother.

Funeral by the writer from Rev. 14: 13.

• Abe. Molsbre.

STEINER.—At his residence at Ridgely,

Caroline Co., Md , Dec. 24, 1896, of cancer in

omacb, Bro. John Steiner, aged 50 years

months. Several days later his remains

brought to Hatfield, Pa., and interred in

the Brethren's cemetery.

STEINER.—While on a visit to Eld. Josh-

1 King, at Ridgely, Caroline Co., Md., Jan.

;, 1897, of pneumonia, Bro. William Steiner,

aged 73 years and 6 months. Several days

later his remains were brought to Hatfield,

Pa„ where interment was made in the Breth-

ren's cemetery. (John Steiner, of the preced-

ing obituary, was a son of William Steiner,

here referred to.) Jas. Y. Heckler.

COUSER.—At HarTan, Iowa, Feb. 4, 1897.

Thomas Couser, born March i, 1874. He unit-

ed in marriage with Delia Stokes Dec. 2*.

1896. He leaves a wife. Funeral at the M. £
church in Kirkman, Iowa, by the M. E. min-

ister. Text, Matt. 24: 42, Interment in the

Kirkman cemetery, Wash, Wyland.
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Cro

(3.ER.— Ir* the bounds of the Chestnut

church, Fayette Co., W. Va., Nov. 28,

Iro. Martin Sanger, aged 48 years. He

7ves a wife and six children. Bro. Sanger

s one of our best men in the church, and a

inister in the second degree. He died of

yphoid pneumonia. The doctor thought him

I be out of danger, but he suddenly grew

orse, and in half an hour's time he passed

lffa
y,' 'Peace to his ashes! A. B. Duncan.

CLARK.—At Mt. Pleasant, Mich., Aug. 12,

[806, Delia Fern Clark, aged 6 years, 3 months

.jjd 11 days. Deceased was born in lJusb-

ville, April 23, 1S00, and was the youngest

daughter of Brother and Sister F. C. Clark.

e week before her death she was stung scv-

1 times by bees on the back of the neck, on

face, near the temple, and elsewhere.

;
immediately broke out in a rash, fever

lowed, then spasms, until finally death re-

lieved the little sufferer. Funeral at the Bap-

tist church, Mr. F. C, Fistler officiating.

D. F. Shob.

REEFER. — At Mountain Home, Idaho,

Feb. 0, 1897, Florence Ethel, daughter of

Charles H. and Aurilla Keefer, aged 4 years,

lontbs and 10 days. Little Ethel was sub-

to spasms, and while suffering from one

iri fever set in, and she passed away. Fo-

al services conducted at the house by Mr
McPherson. D. P. Keefer.

SECRIST.— In the bounds of the Red Bank

church, Armstrong Co., Pa , Feb. 12, 1897, Sis

Esther Secrist, aged 85 years, 9 month:

1 day. She was the mother of eight chil

,
five of whom, as also her husband, pre-

ceded her. She was buried at Crooked Creek,

a Co., where her husband and son, ]

awaiting a glorious resurrection,

neral occasion improved from Heb. 13: 14, by

he writer, assisted by James Widdowson.

Joseph Holsopple.

BOSSERMAN.—Near East Berlin, Pa., Dec.

•2, 1896, Elmira D. Bosserman, aged about 21

fears. Services at the Mummert meeting-

by Mr. Reese (Lutheran) and D. H.

New Brethren Colony,

MOUNT MORRIS,
Morrison County, Minnesota.

Our Publications.

No Free Lands but the Best Lands
Minnesota at Low Prices and

on Easy Terms!

Producing largo crops nud loomed so Mint

Children at Work Weekly; well-illasl

d; contains the Sunday school lesson, n
cplanation, etc., adapted to the understand

of small children. No better publication 1

be found for the little boys and girls of <

Sunday schools.

r;x;

coplei

The Gospel Messenger.—A large, religious

weekly,—published in the interest of the Breth-

>r German Baptist church and their onlj

recognized rnurch organ. Price, $1.50 per

The Young Disciple.—An illustrated week
ly for the young. This is one of the most in

teresting Sunday school papers published, ant

should be used in all the schools within reach

of our people.

Single copy, per annum
» copies to one Bddrcsa, 3 month

Brethren's Family Almanac,

ily should have this Almanac; coi

ery way. Price, per copy, 10 c

terms to energetic agents,

-Every fara-

nts; special

Bakei Mary K, Baker.

RONEBRAKE.—In the Hawpatch church

Lagrange Co., Ind., Feb. 5, 1897, Bro. George

W. Bonebrake, aged 48 years, 8 months and 12

days. He leaves a wife and four children

He had been afflicted all fall and winter wit!

Bright's disease, but bore his affliction wit!

patience. Funeral services by the writer, as

sisted by A. Ebey, from Ri

iHOL

HAVE STRUCK IT RICH.

Miners and Business Men Excited Over

the Discoveries in the Ragged

Top District.

to he good openings ut Hupped T "!>

Baltimore City Church.

eon *
inB achurori in Baltimore, to 1607 Edmond-B°n Ave., Baltimore, Md.

Irom j

r

«°n
kB

'
" THE L°HD OUa BiaHTEOUSKBBB,'

Moenu Ba
'

*Bme adlIre«' Price, prepaid

Cincinnati Flyer.

Monon Route and C. H. & D.

Uonon has put on n fast flyer tor Indi

1 Flyer" la equipped with, elegai

Farm and Mill for Sale.

I ShremakerXPOULTRY i

Brethren's Quarterly.—Prepared for all ad-

vanced classes. It contains the lesson text,

a complete explanation of the lesson

throughout. In preparing this quarterly w
keep constantly in view the needs of thi

Brotherhood, and aim to fully adapt It to their

Single sot

:oplea, 1

:rlptl.ji

•iKc

Juvenile Quarterly.—Prepared especially

for the intermediate classes. This is one of the

:st, and best illustrated quarterlies pub-

lished, The pictures are selected with great

,
and every lesson is illustrated, The little

.are delighted with it,

Single BubacrlpHon, per year 10 centi

1897
Brethren's Family Almanac

Almanac for 1S97 has been greatly en-

larged and well deserves a place in every fans-

ly. Send ten cents for a copy, or, better

jet, setld Jti./iO for the GOSPBL Messbn-
3kr from now to the end of 1897, and receive

the Almanac

FREE.
tSTWc also offer liberal inducements to

gents who are prepared to push the sale o(

the Almanac. Wiite usl

James T. Quinlan,

Shipping and Commission Merchant

305 S. Charles St., Baltimore, Md.

Teeter's Commentary.

Yon shou.d, by all

3e\v Testament Comr

Sunday School Supplies.—We keep any

thing that is used in Sunday school work,

Write us for prices on goods not adver-

tised here.

Sunday School Reward Cards.—Our stock

of cards is large and presents a variety

in styles and prices so as to please all

Please send ns a trial order and be con-

vinced,

No. FEB PAOKAG E OF 12 CABIfl,

Ufa Four DealgnB, verj tine, flowered bo

|
::::

1815 Four DeulgnB, very One gilt edge, mi

923 Froated, extra fine. Me at, ....

ml Embo^ed Flowers oi~" M
aso

en't'i

ISO
i|

lirHrHr

ne, iMe «XxSX,

.

ape, il.e»x>n%
e,il«e3Xi%. •

m»n.wn. t,rnt0.rd,«, D.

S.enuma L»adio»pe and B rdi, sl«e 2x8jrf, . .

*„,,„. x.,,™.., --—•. »,—
Other Helps.—We are prepared to finish

Bible Dictionaries, Commentaries, Maps, and

Bibles of every description. Always writs 01

before ordcrlag elsewhere.

When orderlnf cards be rare to five unco

ber and price as well as the same, to iba

there may be mo mistake.

;ans, have the

ntary, because,

I It is non-sectarian.

2. It is brief and to the point.

3. No effort is made to evade the sense of a

Single text, however unpopular.

4. It is Impartial in its explanation of all

texts, whether doctrinal, practical, or historical,

5. It docs not burden the reader with lengthy

speculative theories.

6. More actual knowledge may be gained in

a given time of its study, than of others, be-

iuse of its close adherence to the text.

7. Its arrangement Is simple, and easily

impreheiidcd, by even the ordinarily educat-

ed.

8. Its style of language is especially adapt-

d to the common reader.

9. Seven helps arc usuaTly round on each

age to get at the truth, viz.,

(1) The Authorized (or common) Version of

ie New Testament.

(2) The Revised Version of the New Testa-

(3) The usual marginal references of the Au-

thorized Version following each verse.

(4) The best marginal readings of the Au-

thorized Version.

(5) The marginal readings of the Revised

Version.

nj) The explanatory notes on the text

(7) The references in the notes, (a) to other

notes, directly on the subject or in comparison

with it; (b) to other texts, directly on the sub-

ject or in comparison with it

10. It Is a safe book to have in a family of

children, because (1) it will lead them into the

truth, and (2) keep them out of religious error.

11. The small price asked for it is as nothing

compared will) the great good that maybe had

from a diligent study of it by all classes of per-

sons, (l) It will impress the unconverted to

heed the bidding of Christ, "Come unto me,"

etc. {7) It will equip the Christian to "give a

reason of the hope that is in " him. (3) It will

aid the Sunday school worker in the study of

his New Testament lesson. (4) It will furnish

the minister with many subjects among the

notes, sufficiently expanded for the ground-

work of sermons, directly in line with the sense

of the place and text.

The work is In two large volumes. The

print Is excellent and the binding the very

best.

Bound In cloth, per set,

Bound In half leather, •

Bomnd In morocco, ... - 5

Od receipt of price the two volumes will b.

eat prepaid to any part of the United States

Good terms to sgeats deslrlos;

the war*, Addreu:

BKBTBIIU'S PO1LIIHIM0 CO.,

Mt, aftrrii. 111

4 So

for
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DISTRICT nEETINOS.

LOVE FEASTS.
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North Dakota!
SPECIAL INDUCEMENTS FOR

HOME -SEEKERS!

Free Lands, which Produce all the

Staple Crops. No Uncer-

tainty in Title

!

FREE AS AIR. Government Land is free

II Mii/cns.

(iOOD CROPS. That the land is good is

shown by ihc crops produced.

NO TAXES.— Homesteads cannot he taxed

NO STONES AND STUMPS.— I'ra rie land

is always ready for the plow. A crop can

he raised mi the sod plowing, No fertilizer

is needed.

THE CLIAIATE.-Thc climaic in North Da-

kota gives vigor and health to man and an-

imal life. Hi' wintei has no chilling, shiv-

i

r
cold, and the summer no oppressive,

sweltering heat.

THE WATER.- Good water is to be had in

wells from fifteen to thirty feet deep.

STOCK RAISINQ AND DAIRYING. - No
better grasses in 'In- world; few animal dis-

eases; no sloppy, muddy ground for aui-

mals to stand in. All conditions favor ilat

lyine,. No ,ij|i,r i,il butter colur needed.

GARDENING. -Persons fond of making gar

den tan gratify their laste to the fulles

MARKET TOWNS. -Along the Great North-

ern Railway will he found towns, with good

stores and other ladiities.

No: Dal

WHAT YOU SHOULD DO.-lf you are a

to make a good living for yourself and gi\

youi children a start, go to North Dakot
and locate in Hie Red River Valley, Dev-
il's Lake District, or Turtle Mountain
Country.

OOOD PROOF. - 1 lining the past two or three

yeai many Brethren from eastern Sta

have located at no less than eighteen poi

along the Great Northern Railway. They
sent committees to investigate the county

befon a person located, The fact that sev-

eral hundred of them have already gone to

thai Slate to live may he taken as proof

but oi the salubrity ol the i lirnate, sufficien-

cy of the rainfall, and the fair conditions in

other respects.

IF YOU WANT printed matter about North
Dakota, containing testimonials of peo-

ple who live there and speak from expe-

FARMINCi

B.LflNDS

frairte Lands

FREE HOMESTEADS

LIGNITE COAL.

BRETHREN'';::

OUR ILLUSTRATED LAND PRIMERS
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Spring Excursions, Rates, Etc.

Free Maps and Publications

Doctrinal Outlines

, Doi in.

Mies, Humilities, Koivals, Tin' S'ir.il.iy Sclini

llii- Home.
It is highly prized in Smyrna. (See page

,r Messenger.) Older s i, as the mime
in hand is limited. I'rice, paper cover

cents; cloth, 25 cents, prepaid.

BKETHKEN'S Pl'I'LlSHlNG Co.,

Ml. Morris. I

rle

ELGIN
7

ir

...BHETHHEN...

NORTH DAKOTA
I .I Consider well the Advantages

Odercd by the

...Land Department...

Northern Pacific Railway Co.

Free Government Land,

...Crop-Payineni Land.

Choice Railroad Land

Numerous Public Schools, a Commo-
dious Cuurchhouse, Fertile Soil,

Healthy Climate, Good Water,

Competing Railroads, Etc.

THE TIME FOR ACTION
HAS ARRIVED!*'

Victor Headach e Specific.
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TEN-CENT

The Doctrine of the Brethren Defended.

We lished by the apostle to gh

interrogated upon pointsOften we are

church doctrine on which we cannot give the

desired information, and would he glad to

know just where to get it. " The Doctrine of

the Brethren Defended " contains a complete

exposition of the Faith and Practice of the

Brethren, the Divinity of the Holy Spirit, Im-

mersion, Feet-washing, the Lord's Supper, the

Holy Kiss, Non-conformity, Secret Societies

etc. Price, per copy, cloth binding, $1.25; tc

ministers, $1.00. Address this office for furthei

ALL ABOUT NEBRASKA.

An illustrated pamphlet has recently beei

published by the Chicago, Burlington & Quin

cy R. R., giving complete information abou

the farm lands of Nebraska. Copies may bi

had, without charge, upon application to P. S

Eustis, General Passenger Agent, Chicagc

111, 4«8

B. Lr. CARTER, Girard, III., Ma

Dry Goods, Shoes, Etc.

SYMPTOMS OF LIVER COMPLAINT

FREE £«

Horns Off!

Teeter' s Commentary

The prices on this popular and 1

Is Commentary have now been 1

duced to the following:

Cloth Binding, two volumes, - £4.00

Half Leather, two volumes, - - 4.50

ll.ilf Morocco, two volumes, - - S-°°

Send far Special Pri

Europe and Bible Lands.

forNot all can go to foreign lands and s

themselves the many interesting sights pre-

ted to the observant traveler. Many have

ther time nor means to spend in that direc-

i, and yet they would like to know some-

thing about the world at large. To such we

nmend " Europe and Bible Lands."

With those who are interested in Bible study

this work will always remain a favorite.

Those who have read the ordinary book of

lvel will be surprised to find "Europe and

ble Lands " of thrilling interest for both old

and young. Those who have not yet secured a

copy of the work should embrace this opportu-

nity of securing it. Price, in fine cloth binding,

ly $1.25 per copy, post-paid. To agents who

e prepared to push an active canvass of the

work, we are willing to give special induce

s. Address this office for further partica-

tyWe call special :

passed facilities in procuring for our readers

any book published, at especially low prices.

In ordering books always give title oF hook,

inthor aud publisher.

Windsor
European Hotel,

TRIBUNE BLOCK,

14; to 153 Dearborn St. S. Gregsten, Pr°P-

, CHICAGO, ILL,.
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^EDITORIAL + MISCELLANY^

Very few people are aware of the good already
accomplished by the Society for the Suppression of

Vice, organized in New York twenty-five years ago,
with Mr. Anthony Comstock as founder. The So-
ciety early turned its attention to the vile literature

sent abroad through the mails, It was discovered
that thousands upon thousands of homes were being
invaded by obscene pictures and poisonous litera

ture, and that the lives of the young were being cor
rupted on every hand. The seed of vice found its

way into the best schools in the land, and into s

of the best-regulated homes. Appeals were made
to the Post office Department, and in due time
Comstock received a commission as Special Agent
of the Post-office Department to detect and work
out of the mails this objectionable literature. The
vice was one of such immense magnitude that years
of toil were required to reach it, and Mr. Comstock
came near losing his life several times. But he has
accomplished wonders. For printing and circulat-
lr>g this vile literature over 1,600 persons have been
sent to the penitentiary, and 64,000 pounds of im-
pure books, pamphlets and other vile literature
nave been destroyed. Nearly 900,000 indecent pic-
tures and photographs have been seized Nearly
d.ooo negatives, a vast number of wood cuts, litho-
graphic stones, and plates of the most corrupting
character have been put out of the way, along with
millions of leaflets, songs and circulars calculated
10 poison the minds of the young and lead them
astray. Were it not that our mails are carefully
E^rded,

i n this particular way, there is no tellingw°at might be the final outcome. But our mails
"-by no means free from this class of literature.

and*

11, the
.

deceiver
-
the enemy to all that is good

Pure, is behind the vile business, and his agents

t
/nage t0 evade detection, and thousands upon

pois

USands of y°ur>g boys and girls are still being

It

S

t°h

nCd by obscenc Picture s or impure literature.
' erefore, becomes the duty of parents to keep

an eye on the private literature coming into their

homes, and report any corrupting matter, coming
under their notice, to Mr. Comstock, 198 Times
Building, New York.

San Antonia, Texas, a

at least, knew more than
ir more than any of its

lid that he knew every

There recently died

dog that, in some respect

the editor of this page,

readers should know. It

card in a pack, and could pick out any one that
might be named. We do not know that this hurt
the dog, but a knowledge of cards has proven
the ruination of thousands of men. This world-
renowned dog was known as Boz, and lived to the
age of fourteen years. His owner had often re-

fused gio.ooo for him. Boz was probably the most
widely-known dog in the world. He had slept in

the Windsor Castle, England, and was petted by
Queen Victoria. The Prince of Wales tried to pur-

chase him. He once walked "through the Vatican;
was entertained by the President of France, the

Czar of all Russia, King Oscar of Norway and Swe-
den. He has even been petted at our own White
House. In fact, he had visited nearly all the royal

courts of Europe, and was widely known in the City

of Chicago. His memory is said to have bi

markable, as he seldom forgot people he once knew,
and could even remember their names, and couh
be trusted to deliver a letter to any person whos
place of residence he knew. Boz had the faculty

of counting small amounts of money, and seldom
made a mistake. He never forgot a place that he
once visited, and, whether traveling on land or sea,

had sense enough to behave himself, and that is a

good deal more than can be said of some people.

He once went with his master to a circus show, but
he soon made up his mind that a circus was no
place for a good dog, so he went back to his room
at the hotel. Though only a dog, Boz excelled

many people in some lines of advanced civilization.

He attended strictly to his own business, would not

lie nor steal. He drank no whiskey, used no tobac-

co, and did not smoke. There are plenty of pro-

fessing Christians who would do well to imitate

these virtues. His knowledge of cards was against

him, but that was not his fault.

Much to the regret of th

of this country, it now sei

have the good exampl<

ball, so highly commended
including th>

plain religious people

is that we are not to

ng the inaugural

some of the papers,

few weeks ago. We
emphasize the fact that this is to be greatly regret-

ted. Probably fully one-half, if not more, of the

Christian people of this country are opposed to

balls and dances, believing that they have a very

irreligious tendency, and it is very unfortunate, in-

deed, that those of high station, though they be
church members, cannot be induced to throw the

weight of their influence against such evil tenden-

cies. Then the extravagance upon the part of the

rich, and others, who plan and conduct such bril-

liant affairs, is not becoming a nation where the

poor should be respected as well as the rich. We
would like to see a man advanced to the highest

honors of a nation like ours, have religious con-

victions of simplicity strong enough to discounte-

nance this useless expenditure of money. We
again say, There is no good reason why the Presi-

dent of the United States should encourage the ex-

travagance and sin so common at these inaugural

balls. But not until the Master comes are we like-

ly to see, in a kingly court, the simplicity intended

to be taught by the Christian religion.

The way war preparations are going on in Eu-
rope we are led to wonder what is yet to become of
this world. It will soon be in debt as much as it is

worth. The powers are constantly increasing their
preparations against one another. France, says the
Northwestern Christian Advocate, is just completing
the reorganization of her whole artillery, and ex-
pects to spend something like $40,000,000 in rearm-
ing her batteries. To meet this move Germany is

hastening to equip her artillery with new Krupp
quick-firing guns, at an expense of S65.ooo.ooo.
Austria has recently decided to increase her artil-

lery force and rearm part of it at an expense of
Sio.ooo.ooo or $15,000,000, and Italy plans similar

preparations. The real meaning of all these elab-
orate moves is that France still hopes to win back
Alsace-Lorraine from Germany. Thus far none of
her moves have caught the Kaiser napping. In at

least two respects France is not on the same foot-

ing with Germany as in 1872: Her population has
remained practically stationary at 40,000,000, while
the population of Germany has increased to 60,000,-

000; and the organization of the German army is

far superior to that of the French army. The Ger-
troops are so placed, moreover, that they can

at any time be very quickly

French border. It would se<

that general peace in Europe i;

expensive as general war. I

mean increased taxes for pea

ers. And the whole thing seems like downright
foolishness, and it is the strangest thing in the
world that thinking people everywhere do not see

it.

oncentrated on the

m, from the figures;

becoming almost as

xpenditures

factur-

:-half

The Yemen settlement of the Jews is

north side of the Jaffa road, and about

mile from the City of Jerusalem. South of the s;,me*

road is what is known as the Box Colony, made up
of Jews from Persia. Prompted by false reports, a

number of Jews came to Jerusalem from Pers a in

1891-92. They were poor, and had very erroneous
ideas of the land promised to their fathers. Of
them Selah Merrill, in the Christian Herald, says:

"It was commonly remarked by the residents at Je-

rusalem, 'We have never seen Jewish women so

large and well-formed as these from Persia.' These
people were desperately poor and had to be pro-

vided for. The government began to be alarmed at

this influx of helpless men and women and ordered

them to leave the country. Under the circumstanc-

es it was a cruel order, and all classes of citizens

shared in the feeling that it was unjust. Strong ef-

forts were made to have it rescinded, but these

were of no avail. A large number of wretched hu-

man beings were crowded like cattle into a shed

and driven to Jaffa. A few, however, managed
to remain, and for these shelter was provided."

They are still poor, and life with them is anything

but pleasant. There are probably twenty settle-

ments of Jews in Palestine, and very few of them

are in a prosperous condition. There is much
against them. The government is very unfriendly

toward them. They cannot own the land they till,

what they produce must be sold at a very low

price. Aside from the sacredness of their sur-

roundings, and their cherished hope of the Messiah

to come and restore the promised land to their peo-

ple, there is little or nothing to render life to them
worth living. Were the country properly governed,

the Jews and others might find it a delightful land

in which to dwell. But the time of the Gentiles is

not yet fulfilled, and for that reason the favored de-

scendants of Abraham must feet that they are

strangers even in their own land,
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THE COTTAOE ON THE HILLSIDE.

The cottage on the hillside,

I knew it long ago;

It caught the earliest morning gleam,

The sunset's latest glow;

The mountain heather clustered thick

Beside the open door,

Where children played or maiden sang

The old sweet strains of yore.

The brown bees hummed amid the flowers,—

They loved their sweets to steal;

While in the cottage doorway sat

A maiden at her wheel.

Her fair face shaded by awcalth

Of waving chestnut hair,

—

Two blue eyes "neath a broad, calm brow,

So pure and free from care.

The soft checks in the sunlight glowed,

The red lips sweetly smiled, -

A woman in her beauty rare,

In innocence a child.

Long years have passed; the cottage stands

Upon the hillside yet,

1 tread the well-known path again,

By memories beset.

I see the heather's ruddy glow

Amid the gorse's gold,

But, ah, I miss the winsome face

I loved in days of old!

The sunbeams play, the bees hum on

Upon the ilowery hill;

But no step rings upon the floor,

—

The spinning wheel is still.

—Maud E, Sargent.

PROPERTY AND LIFE INSURANCE.

BY 1. J. ROSENBBRGER.

Property insurance has never met with the dis-

approval of Annual Meeting. In 1879 Annual

Mie'ing even authorized brethren to organize prop-

erty insurance companies. Life insurance has al-

ways met with Annual Meeting's prompt disapprov-

al until an effort was made to justify life insurance

by the admission of the right of property insur-

ance. This mixing two or more questions or que-

ries, is sure to confuse the minds. Let us view

» each separately:

1, PROPERTY INSURANCE.

A loss by fire is an unexpected loss. It is our

dutv, usually, to aid in restoring a part of such loss.

" Bearye one another's burdens." It is usually diffi-

cult to raise any large amount without some pre-

vious plan or arrangement. The aid is wanted gen-

erally at once, The amounts donated to replace

these losses, have often been so small and so unsat-

isfactory, that many property-holders have taken

out policies in property insurance companies.

These have fixed plans by which partial losses can

be at once replaced.

II. LIFE INSURANCE.

irance that a man or a company
ould at all entitle it to be called a life

give, that

Iti The

that

ance that companies can give against loss by fire,

that can, with good propriety, be called property

insurance. The church, however, founded on the

Gospel, is a life insurance company in the broadest

sense, and it is the only one. Its assurance renders

2. There are mutual aid societies, and the church

is a mutual aid society of the highest and purest

kind.

Moses taught, "The poor shall never cease out of

thy land; therefore I command thee saying, Thou
shalt open thy hand wide unto thy brother, to thy

poor, and to thy needy, in thy land." Deut. 15: II,

Again, " Thou shalt deliver the needy when he cri-

eth; the poor also, and him that hath no hope."

Hear David's sweet experience, " I have been

young and now am old; yet have I not seen the

righteous forsaken nor his seed begging bread."

We are taught in the Gospel, "Every on

hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or fa-

ther, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my
name's sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall

inherit everlasting life." Matt. 19: 29. "Seek ye

first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and

all these things shall be added unto you." These

texts clearly define the church in its mutual aid as-

pects. Paul urges this duty thus, "Only thai ye

would remember the poor; the same which I also

was forward to do." That the apostolic church

was faithful in her duty of mutual aid is evident.

See Acts 6: 1; 11: 29; Rom. 15: 26. Notice that

this Gospel plan not only provides for time, but

for eternity; not only for the body, but for the

soul, How grand! How noble! " How beautiful

are thy gates, oh Zion!
"

Mark the language which indicates the duty of

the church on this line: "Upon the first day of the

week let every one of you lay by him in store as

God hath prospered him." "Whoso hath this

world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and

shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him,

how dwelleth the love of God in him?" Remem-

ber, the church has always vindicated the duty of

her members in this manner. It is said that the

church, in places, neglects her duty. If so, she is

in need of being stirred to duty; perhaps she needs

reform. But would a neglect of some justify

her members in taking out a policy in a so-called

life insurance company?

The Gospel and the church vindicate temper-

ance. In localities the church may lack on this

line. If so, would her members be justified in

stepping down and joining a temperance organiza-

tion? Surely not. Hence for those, who feel that

the church lacks in her work of mutual aid, and who,

for this cause, step down and join a society, wholly

devoted to that work, to me looks like a species of

robbing God. It is true that the needy are, at

times, neglected. In fact I know of no line of

church work that, at times, is not neglected. It is

equally true that the unfaithfulness and ungrate-

fulness of the needy often provoke their own neg-

lect.

3. So-called life insurance in principle is a poor

financial investment. The best of companies only

guarantee a small rate of profit on paid-out poli-

cies; while life policies often prove to be an in-

vestment at bankrupt rates. We feel safe in say-

ing that the leading incentive in the so-called life

insurance is the liability of the early death of the

one upon whom the policy is taken. If, upon the

death of the insured, there would be due only a pro

rata of the policy, governed by the amount of the

policy and the assessments paid, there would be

but little done in what is called life insurance. It

looks like getting gain without a desire to give an

equivalent, which is illy-gotten gain, — covetous-

ness. To me this so-called life insurance is a spe-

cies of lottery,—a measure of chance employed to

make money, which T. K. Lombard says, is gam-

bling. Remember, " He that getteth riches and not

by right, shall leave them in the midst of his days,

and at his end shall be a fool." Jer. 17: IX,

How many persons are carrying policies, the

payment of whose dues takes so much of their

earnings, that they have not enough left to pro-

vide a comfortable living! Many have been so op-

pressed that they ceased to pay their assessments,

in consequence of which they lost their policy, and

all they had paid. Again; many men are carrying

policies without homes of their own; the wife

children are waiting till papa dies; then they

pect to get a home, This may have some

shine, some comfort in it; but it is shrouded with

such gloom, that I feel to hasten away from it.

Besides, as these persons never handled money,

nor had any experience in investing it, they scarcely

know what a dollar is worth. They never learned

the care of money, and when any amount falls into

their hands, they are scarcely able to properly han-

dle it, hence it is often squandered. These com-

panies, *to many, are a kind of time-lock savings

bank. This may be good for children, but men

are to be pitied, for whom these childish methods

: to be employed. How much better for these

families, to have constant use of their money for

: comfort, and thus learn to invest and care f0r

money! Much of the present financial distress \%

due, not to the lack of money, but the lack of a

oper use of it. So-called life insurance is increas-

g this misery.

4. So-called life insurance is conducive of crime,

-murder. This is well known, hence needs no

argument.

In property insurance valuation is considered,

in so-called life insurance there is none—sim-

ply the amount that the policy holder is willing

pay. No account is taken of his capital or in-

me. It is said that wages or labor is capital.

Let that be true, but it is not a matter of consider-

ation in so-called life insurance.

The foregoing are my views, as they appeared in

The Brethren at Work years ago. Our review has

thoroughly convinced us, that our old brethren

ectly viewed the subject of life insurance. I

humbly trust that our old decision will remain un-

hanged. Truth is a priceless jewel. Reader, buy

t.
" Let no man take thy crown."

Covington, Ohio,

THE BIBLE ON LIFE INSURANCE.

BY JOHN E. MOHLER.

Why should Christians carry life i

I. Because the life insurance companies are

worldly institutions, and therefore to be sought by

the Christian. See John 2: 15.

Because they supply something for the fami-

ly after the death of the father, which God, in all his

wisdom and mercy does not provide. Psalms 146:

9; 37: 25; Philpp. 4: 19-

Because without a life insurance policy we

may have to trust to God to care for our family

after our death, and how much better it is to trust

reliable" worldly insurance company than to

trust Godl Psalms 1x8:8,9-

Because, by life insurance, a person gets a

great deal, comparatively, for almost nothing, To

llustrate: There is a company,—a "fraternal, mu-

tual company,"—in which I can carry a twenty-

four-hundred-dollar policy for about thirteen dol-

per year. Supposing I am thirty years of age,

and my chances are good for living thirty years

longer, if I should die at sixty I will have paid a

premium to the insurance company of almost four

hundred dollars. At my death my family gets

twenty-four hundred dollars, which is a clear gain

of two thousand dollars in the investment. How

can a man make a better investment for his family?

Some may wonder where this money all comes

from, if each member pays so little, and they all

die sometime, and each receives so much. Oh,

but they do not all receive benefit! If they did,

after a certain time, in the history of the company,

when the members begin to die off rapidly, the

treasury would be depleted so fast as to break up

any institution of the kind. But it is about this

way, and whether the company is a mutual organ-

ization or not, or whether "you need to die to

get your money" or not, the principle is just the

same. I have been told, and have reason to be-

lieve the statement true, that ninety per cent of

the people who take out life insurance policies, re-

linquish their policies during their lifetime, with-

out having received one cent's worth of benefit.

Of course the insurance company has then gained

what was paid for premiums on these policies. "

this way, mainly, the surplus fund is created, which

enables the insurance company to pay heavy loss-

es in the event of the death of its members.

But why do so many people give up their policies?

For various reasons. Many are too poor to k«P

up their premiums. Some lose paying situations

and become unable to meet the expense of keep-

ing up the insurance. Some lose faith altogether

in life insurance, having been over-persuaded ° r

deceived in taking out a policy. But, as to my-

self, whether the money comes because of poverty,

misfortune, or fraud, my family gets the atnonount



ch 6, 1S97-

f my insurance if I keep up the premium until

death- Seejer. 17: II.

If all were to keep up their insurance until death,

the companies, after a time, could not exist, be-

cause we all must die; but as it is, one man's loss

becomes another's gain. For instance, I imagine

a dozen men toiling hard to support theii

ies. They gain but little above daily require-

ments, and, in order to provide for their familie;

after death, they have each been carrying a life in

surance policy for some years. They have spent

perhaps, two hundred dollars apiece in premiums or

their policies, when misfortune of some kind over-

takes them. With rents to pay, doctor bills to

meet, and food and clothing to provid'

possible to meet the premium on theii

cies when due, and, as a consequence, the poli-

s cancelled, They die and leave their famil

destitute. How sad that their life insurance coi

not have been carried a little while longer! But

rejoice! oh ye life insurance patrons, for thi

and labors and groans were not in vain! T
money they paid, and which their widows and \

phans miss, goes to help others,—those who wt

able to keep up their premiums; to help those w
were better circumstanced, and at the expense of

the poor, bereaved widow! How grandly good
come out of misfortune, and how noble it is

to teach our wives and children to receive gain

from destitute, helpless widows! Matt. 23: 14.

A life insurance policy relieves one of a great

burden of anxiety for the future wants of our fami

ly; but depending upon God requires the exercise

of faith, and this is such a heavy yoke to carry

Matt. 11: 30.

5. The worldly Christian may rejoice that there

: such grand institutions as life insurance com-
nies, and that what the church lacks in provid-

\ for his desires, the world so rapidly supplies.

Of course none but worldly Christians have the
1st desire for life insurance. It would make the

consecrated child of God blush to think of life in-

irance as a protection, for do not God's riches

I the earth (Ps. 104: 24) and careth he not for
the widows and the fatherless? Ps. 146: 9. "If
God be for us who can be against us? He that
spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for
is ail, how shall he not with him also freely give
sail things?" Rom. 8: 31, 32.

Warrmsburg, Mo.

INSURANCE.

THE GOSPEL IMIZESSIEITG-EJIR,.

which God has blessed us) to a fellow member, who
has met with misfortune. '* Inasmuch as ye have
done it unto the least of these, ye have done it

tome," "Let us not love in word or in tongue,
but in deed and in truth." John 3: 18.

Many members, who favor the insurance pi

have acknowledged to us that if the church woi
live out the principles of the Gospel, they woi
not need any outside issue for protection, but as

is, if overtaken with misfortune, they would be left

to struggle alone in their distress.

We have heard the same complaint of those who
are members of other denominations who belong
to secret societies, where they seek protection that
is not guaranteed by the church. This complaint
reveals one of two facts, or both,—either the church
is deficient in maintaining her benevolent charac-

teristics, or the members lack confidence in th<

church. There may be a lack on both sides.

Would not the better way be for each one to vin-

dicate his conviction, and labor to bring the church
up to that Gospel standard where it will reach' all

cases where aid or protection is required? Outside
associations destroy Gospel benevolence, crippli

Christian fellowship, and divert our interests, time
and means from the church. It is an admitted fact

that the many societies now existing are draining
the churches and diverting their interests,

Our Brotherhood has always stood firm in

posing those outside issues which are calculated to

detract her interest, such as secret orders unc

their many names, which have caused divisions

some denominations, and are threatening rupture
others.

When the question whether members might join

the Young Men's Christian Association, or Tempi
ance Unions, was presented to our Annual M&
ing, she very wisely decided on the all-sufficiency

of the church, which offers unlimited latitude to

every one, to enhance the cause of Christ and
due evil, without diverting our influence to oth-

er societies. We hope and pray, when the qui

tion of insurance is presented to our next Annual
Meeting, the same wisdom may prevail, that she
may boldly declare the all-sufficiency of the church
of Christ, and admonish those, who are seeking pro-

tection elsewhere, to renew their confidence in th<

church and labor to maintain the Gospel princi

pies of benevolence and brotherly love, which ar<

characteristics of the church of Christ.

Fort Worth, Texas,

BY J. F. NEHER.

The position we take on this subject is, that the
church of Christ, wholly governed by the Gospel
as her by-laws, is all-sufficient, and reaches every
case where duty to our neighbor, our fellow-
member, or to the church, is called into requisition.
The aid or protection that is sought in the insur-
ance plan is fully provided for in the Gospel, and

e took upon ourselves when we pledged our
allegiance to Christ.

There is not a circumstance, condition or dis-
tress into which man is liable to fall, that is not
Provided for in the Gospel of Christ, and the
church is the medium through which the princi-
P'es of the Gospel are to be applied. To organize
«side associations for the benefit and protection

°t those who enter, is an agreement the same as we
"tered into when we pledged ourselves to take the
«°spel as our rule of faith and practice. In 1 Cor.
w. 26 we are told that » if one member suffers, all

J
members suffer with it." » Bear ye one anoth-

» burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ." Gal.
The law of Christ, referred to by Paul, is,

you th
3
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LIFE INSURANCE.

Some time ago the writer asked through the

Messenger for arguments for and against life in-

surance, and as the editors have concluded to ad-

mit a few articles on the subject, it may not be
amiss to give a summary of the question. The ar-

guments against it are summed up as follows:

1. It is placing a value upon human life.

2. It shows a lack of trust in God.

3. We are commanded not to lay up treasures on
earth, but in heaven,

4. It throws temptation in the way of persons to

commit suicide and leave the insurance with their

families, or to others to take the life of the in-

sured, in order to get the money,

5. It tends to destroy that feeling of charity for

those who are not insured. •

6. The church is complete within itself, and we
do not need the help of an outside organization.

In answer to the foregoing objections, and in fa-

vor of it the advocates of life insurance give the

following:

I. Life insurance, so called, does not, in the

least sense, place a value upon human life. The
principle upon which it is based is this: By actual

experience of many companies, it has been ascer-

tained that, out of a given number of persons, a

certain per cent will die each year, just as fire in-

surance companies have learned from experience

what per cent of property is burned each year.

From this table, called a mortality table, it is de-

termined how much money, paid annually into a
fund, and placed at compound interest, will give
each person in the company a certain amount at

the time of his death. It is simply a business
proposition.

For instance: A man twenty-five years old, ac-
cording to the average of life, is expected to live
thirty-eight years. If he pays a company the re-
quired amount, 819.65 a year, they agree to pay
Si,000 at his death, whether before or after the
end of thirty-eight years. Some will live more and
some less than this time, but this is the average.
Now in thirty-eight years a man would pay S746 70,
which is S253.30 less than his family receives. This
is made up by the compound interest, without
which the business could not be conducted as it is,

just as a bank could not conduct business were it

not for the interest on money loaned. It is never
expected that a man pay in as much as is paid
back, because the interest makes up the difference.

It is simply a matter of investment, based upon
strictly business principles. It must, then, be set-

tled by each person for himself, whether he will in-

vest a certain amount each year, and be sure that
his family will have a specified amount in case of
his death, just as a man pays a certain sum each
year for property insurance, in order that he may
be sure of a certain amount of money in case his

property burns.

2. In answer to the second objection " showing a
lack of trust in God," it is said that the same argu-
ment might be urged against making any provision

for one's family,

3. The same answer is given to the third objec-

tion. It is claimed that providing for one's family,

in a way not to leave them as objects of charity, is

not a violation of that Scripture, but rather in ac-

cordance with 1 Tim. 5:8, No one ever objects to

a man leaving his family with bonds, mortgages,
lands or money, but some do object if he leaves

them an investment in a life insurance company.

4. In answer to objection 4, it must be admitted
that such temptations do exist with this as well as

with property insurance. Many thousands of dol-

lars worth of property are burned every year for

the purpose of getting the insurance, no doubt
much more than is involved in suicide or murder
cases, in life

5. It cannot be denied that both life and proper-

ty insurance do tend to lessen that feeling of chari-

ty and helpfulness that should exist in the human
heart. This is, to some, the strongest argument
against all kinds of insurance, property insurance

being equally, if not more, responsible than the

other.

6. The answer to objection 6 is given thus: It is

the duty of the church to care for the poor, and
every brother and sister should have that confi-

dence in the church that his family will be provid-

ed for, in case it is left dependent, but no true

man is willing to leave his family to be objects of

charity, if he has the power to prevent it.

When this question first came up in Annual
Meeting, there were good grounds, no doubt, for

the position the church took, because there was so

much swindling in connection with the business, by
unreliable companies, but now the States have

strict laws governing these companies, requiring

them to give heavy bonds, properly to invest their

funds, and place a certain per cent with the State

Treasurer.

At present, instead of losing what is paid in, one

can stop after three payments are made, and get a

certificate of deposit or paid-up policy for as much,

or more, than he paid in. He can also arrange his

certificate of insurance, so he can collect it during

his lifetime if he lives a specified number of years.

The more one studies the matter, as now conducted,

the more he becomes convinced that it is not so

much a question of right and wrong but rather a

question of business in which every one must de-

cide for himself whether or not he will invest, It

is very hard for any one to carefully and thorough-

ly investigate this question and find any material

difference between it and property insurance. The
writer carries no life insurance and never did, but
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when we see the present ruling of the Brotherhood

ignored by so many intelligent and conscientious

brethren, who do so after a thorough investigation,

we cannot help thinking that the Brotherhood

should either modify her ruling or at least intelli-

gently investigate the subject by committee or oth-

erwise. We can take no surer way to have the de-

cisions of Annual Meeting ignored than to refuse,

time and again, to investigate, If the position of

the church is right we ought to be able to show it

after thorough investigation. To admit that the

present ruling should be modified does not say the

ruling was wrong at the time it was first made.

Many rulings of the Brotherhood have been con-

sistently changed when the proper time arrived for

it, and the persistency with which this question

comes up should open our eyes to the fact that it

cannot be held down by mere rules, but should be

met fairly and squarely, and the question settled

by arguments. Let us prove all things and hold

fast to that which is good.

Moundridge, Kans.

MAY CHRISTIANS CARRY LIFE INSURANCE?

r this question it is neces-

sary to know (i) what life insurance is; (2) how

the holding of it would affect self and others; (3)

the purpose (or which it is obtained; (4) what ac-

tion the getting involves on our part.

1. Life insurance is an institution of definite

form, growing out of certain fundamental princi-

ples and conditions. The form, here as every-

where, is of secondary importance. It may be

modified, and in all cases it is determined by the

principles or laws operative under the given con-

ditions. It is evident, then, that the essential and

unvarying element in anything is its principle.

What, then, are the principles of life insurance?

( 1 ) There is a law in nature which demands the

preservation of the species by making provision

against calamity. Impelled by this law the ant, the

bee, and the squirrel store up food for the winter.

The same law impels the mud-wasp to place with-

in its mud egg-nest the bodies of flies, spiders,

worms and other insects, which are to serve as food

for the young, until able to leave their cell-like

home and do for themselves.

(2) The counterpart of this same law is found in

the Bible: "If any provide not for his own, and

specially those of his own house (kindred), he hath

denied the faith and is worse than an infidel." Jo-

seph understood this when he made annual collec-

tions of corn as a safeguard against famine. Our
houses, lands, goods, and bank accounts, all show
the workings in us of the same law.

(3) There is a sociological law which demands
that the burdens of society be distributed. This is

the basis of all taxes.

(4) The counterpart of this law also finds ex-

pression in the Bible: " Bear ye one another's bur-

dens and so fulfill the law of Christ." On this

principle whenever misfortune comes in the form

of fire, storm, or flood, and takes away horses

cows, plows, houses, or anything else which has a

sustaining or comforting value, we proceed to dis-

tribute the loss in the form of alms-begging, or in-

We have here two natural laws and two spiritual

laws, each complements of the other. They are

the eternal fiat of the same one God, yet these are

substantially the principles which form the essence

of life insurance.

As to the conditions under which these princi-

ples operate,—they are the every-day facts of life.

Financial misfortune snatches away the comforts of

the aged; death takes away the sole family sup-

port,—the one who alone gives permanency to the

half-finished home. These facts can not be gain-

said, neither can they be ignored or modified,

yet these are the very conditions under which the

principles of life insurance arc constantly opera-

tive. They must work out some result,—some

xt direct
, To this form, then

tention.

First of all, life insurance is a business,—not a

business that takes away from the church the ex-

e of charity; but rather a business that relieves

the church of excessive aims-giving, and, according

sound business principles and methods, furnish-

the needy with permanent relief.

The fact that life insurance is made an annex

feature of various schemes and institutions, such as

labor organizations and secret societies, for the

purpose of catching the unwary, is simply the old

trick of the devil who would steal the palms, the

pearls, the crystal fountains, and the golden crowns

of heaven, to establish a public park for his own

glory. It is not reasonable to outlaw music, sim-

ply because its enchanting and heavenly influence

used in the ball-room and in the saloon, to bring

degradation and woe. The fact that music is

counterfeited and used to bad ends is no argument

against music as such. The same holds good in

anything else,—life insurance not excepted. Let

be fair and examine its best forms. We must do

this before we can give an intelligent answer to the

question proposed at the outset. If the best forms

fail, then certainly Christians should have nothing

to do with it.

From what we have already noted concerning

the fundamental principles of life insurance it fol-

lows that it must be classed alongside of fire insur-

ance, tornado insurance, and marine insurance; and

a better name for it would be "death and old age

insurance." These several forms of insurance dif-

fer from one another, in the kind of property cov-

ered and the kind of calamities provided against.

It is useless to deny the real property vahte of the

father, the mother, or the only son of the widow, or

of the home of gray hairs. Death, at any time,

may destroy this value. Those who pay out, annu-

ally, hundreds of dollars to the hired cook or the

hired man, who partially replace the loved ones

taken, know well how real and material has been the

loss.

Acting upon the law of burden-bearing or loss-

sharing, a community agree to share in equity cer-

tain losses. The loss of beds and tables, wagons

and plows, and the death of horses and cows,

by fire, wind, and flood, are at once adjusted in

a business-like way. Now, pray, by what law of

logic, or of life, is it wrong to equitably share

the material loss occasioned by the death of

those who support the home! Is this loss less

real than the loss of an ox or a barn? Clearly,

the principle is the same; the necessity and duty

certainly no less. Only in detail of form do they

differ. In life insurance, at least, this form is not

complex. A charter is granted by the State to a

community, under some name of incorporation, au-

thorizing it to attend to certain business matters,

such as the equitable distribution of certain losses

among certain persons, who voluntarily agree to

share such losses. Membership is during life, or

simply for a term of years, at the option of the ap-

plicant. Of course here, as well as in any other

stable institution, membership is prohibited to cer-

tain classes. The church rejects the application of

the bigamist and the saloon-keeper. Fire insur-

ance takes no risk upon a powdermill or a gasoline

warehouse, except at ruinously high rates. So life

insurance takes no risk on persons in extra hazard-

ous conditions. Although a company might be

formed with a sufficiently high rate to admit all ap-

plicants, at present the line is drawn on the saloon

keeper, the warrior, the consumptive, the dynamit

er, etc., first, because the admission of these would

necessitate a very high rate of premium; second, to

discourage the erection of homes upon such frail

supports. This, then, is what life insurance is, and

certainly it is not bad.

2. The effect of life insurance is two-fold,—(1)

upon himself and (2) upon others. The regular

payment of dues makes industry and economy a

necessity. The consciousness of having satisfied

the demands of his own nature, the necessities of

society, and the command of his God, in providing

security and comfort for his household, gives him a

joy and a contentment unspeakable. To hir

to his family there comes not the temptation
ta

play the part of a thief, a swindler, a robber of hi,

neighbor, and of God, in his mad effort to quickly

provide for a " rainy day." Here is a higher frer

dom, not enslaved by the struggle for hoai

wealth. It begets an ever-growing feeling of the

value and sacredness of the family and the hom e

That picture is very distressing,—the

moralizing, where the father, the husband, is dyi ng(

happy in the hope that soon he shall walk the
j

den streets and enjoy the luxuries of heaven, whiEt

his wife and children, left unprotected, must
|

the poor-house. This is not creditable to the man.

Every man's first duty is to his family. (See
1

Tim. 5: 8). The community in every way is hot).

ored and benefited by the man who leaves his wife

and children not a burden but a help to the com-

munity,—comfortable and self-sustaining.

The fact that some vicious persons are tempted

to commit crime, in order to get this legacy; or the

fact that it is often wastefully and injudiciously

used, when legally obtained, is no argument againsl

any one, and especially a Christian, holding
it.

These same facts appear, from necessity, in all

forms of property held or provided for another, as

we are commanded to provide. I Ti

3. The motive in obtaining life

third element in this question. However, honesty

of purpose and purity of motives must be conceded,

since the investigation is only concerning Christiani

obtaining it. The questions concerning life insur-

ance, as an investment, and various other purposes,

are entirely irrelevant here. It is sufficient to show

here that it is one of the best ways to carry into ef-

fect God's commands concerning provision for the

family, and concerning burden-bearing. This gu

antees adequate protection at once. If a lease

twenty-five years' prosperity were assured us,

might be justified in rejecting the immediate 1

full protection offered by life insurance, and choi

rather, by economy and industry, to provide house

and land for a home. This is not guaranteed,

hence wisdom points to the way, always adequate

and certain.

4. The obtaining and carrying of life i

one of the simplest business transactio

jectionable than loaning money for usur

curing of a pension, or even listing property to the

assessor. An examination by a physician, an ap-

plication for membership, a payment of dues and J

virtuous living, briefly states the whole case. No

oath is taken or asked. The written application

and the result of the medical examination are the

basis of the contract between the company and the

individual. The process is almost identical to thai

in fire insurance, in points not he

If Christians may insure houses and cattle fa

their own benefit, may not they insure themselves for

the benefit of the home which they have covenafl

ed with God to protect? The principles of life
j

surance are a natural instinct, sociological law, and

based on Divine Writ. Its effects are wholesofflt

and helpful. The purpose may be the highest and

holiest, and the whole transaction does not invoWf

the slightest unchristian act. It certainly does n°'

imply a distrust of God, since the sharing of bur-

dens is the fulfilling of Christ's law; and the provid-

ing of a certain and adequate protection, for W
family, is a test of Christian living. (Se<

and 1 Tim. 5: 8). In the face of all this, shall
|

say that Christians dare not provide for their o*<

by means of life insurance? How can we shut this

heavenly door which is the only one open l0

many?
Clarkhill, Ind.

IN CHRIST.

C. H. BALSBAOGH.

To Brother A, T. Mets, of Trimble, Illinois.—

Your letter filled me with joy. I bless

Lord that he has put me into this humble V^L
jstry to feed and nourish hungry souls with
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bread of heaven. I would sooner serve in this se-

cluded corner of God's vineyard, than sit on the

loftiest throne and wield the most glittering scep-

. re jn the world's empire. All the pleasure and

honor and glory in the domain of the flesh is not to

be compared with 2 Cor. 1: 4.

While I am sitting in my quiet log cottage, day

after day, plying my pen for Jesus, I would not ex-

change my position for that of king, or emperor, or

president. The least in the kingdom of heaven is

greater than the greatest in the kingdom of the

In the midst of poverty and isolation the

child of God is a millionaire. Our wealth is not

silver and gold, but love and holiness and right-

:ousness and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.

That means just as rich as Jesus Christ. The Apos-

tle says,
" Yb know." Do we? 2 Cor. 8: 9. Yes,

oe know that in Christ all things are ours. 1 Cor.

-j 21, 22, 23. We carry the gold of the upper

ealm in our hearts. We endure as seeing him who
^invisible. Heb. 11: 27. The bank of heaven is

always open to the real Christian. Faith always

nlocks the treasury of grace. Philpp. 4: 19; Mark

1: 23, 24; 1 John 5: 14. To have access into the

fulness of God we must believe ; and this is the cor-

relative of holiness. Faith and sin can never co-ex-

We must know what is meant by Rom. 6: 11,

12: 1, and 2 Cor. 7: I, if we would exercise the

faith that gets anything from God it asks. Holi-

identical with God that it enables faith

all the time to repeat, " Thy kingdom come: thy will

be done." There is not a little prayer that is

: than the vain repetition of the heathen,

cause it is not the expression of a spirit in harmc

vith God. There is one Lord, one faith, and th.

wo are so accordant as to be always mutually

ponsive. This makes 1 Pet. 1: 8 a blessed and

constant experience.

Wonderful and glorious is the work Jesus ac-

complished in the flesh. Wonderful and glorious

is the position in which we are placed by faith in

Christ. It is only the prayer of faith that prevails.

And it is only the faith which has its home in the

very holiness of God that makes Christian prayer

possible. Sin introduces a feeling into the con-

ce which effectually excludes the power to ex-

: faith. As soon as the character of God, as

revealed in the life of Christ, becomes voluntarily,

joyfully ours, the faith is born that saves as cer-

tainly as Christ lives and reigns. God does not

want half-hearted worshipers. He gave us no

half-hearted Christ, and provided for us no half-

way salvation. Just as thorough as is God's re-

demption of man in Christ, so thorough must be

our acceptance of Christ. Then we may rest as-

sured that "the peace of God, which passeth all

understanding, shall keep our hearts and minds
through Christ Jesus." Philpp. 4: 7.

elfish, stingy, world-grasping, time-serving

person to enjoy such peace, is altogether out of the

question. God claims our purse no less " than our
heart." " Let this mind be in you which was also

'n Christ Jesus." Here is the pivot of our peace
and destinv. In Philpp. 2: 5-8, we have a definite

1 by which " God will dwell in us and
walk in us." 2 Cor, 6: 16. It is our privilege to

ord always." Philpp. 4; 4. God
children to be gloomy and sour

unlovely. How can a soul, at

of his serenity, be other-

id confidence, and earnest

ly as possible? God has no
use tor soldiers who will not fight, for servants who
W"U not work, for children who are always skulking
a"d scowling, and moping, as if it were a hard, un-
pleasant, and dubious task to be a disciple of Jesus
Lhr 'st. No, no, a thousand times no; God is love,
ar"d to know him is the essence and totality of end-
less rapture. Christ is God reconciled. Faith
makes "all the fulness of God " our conscious and
J°yous possession, here and forever.

e* us not be satisfied with anything less than
Lh*ist in us tlu hope of glory." Col. 1: 27. It

Pays to be a Christian. The whole treasury of the

R
nune G°d is our eternal inheritance. Rom. 8: 17;
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In Christ everything counts. The stamps you
sent me are his, as are the sparrow and the lily.

Such sacrifices are well pleasing to God. Heb. 13:

16. It is our little acts of kindness that will reveal

our true selves in the last day. Matt. 10: 42, and
25: 34-40. It is the life we live, step by step,

breath by breath, moment by moment, that assimi-

lates us to God, and fits us for upper-world fellow-

ship. Ritual and Sunday religion are at a tremen-

dous discount in the court of heaven. Pure, lov-

ing, patient, self-sacrificing as Emmanuel,—this is

the character that qualifies for citizenship in the ce-

lestial city. Such a life is endowed with the divine

magnetism that wins souls to holiness. It is love
that conquers the world for Christ.

If we were willing to die with Christ, so that we
might also live his risen life, we would be so full of

love through the Holy Ghost, that the world would
see that we are indeed the very incarnations of

Christ. The love that fills the catalogue of 1 Cor.

13: 4-7, is the power that does Christ's great work
in winning souls. A soul-winner must be as fa-

miliar with Gal. 6: 14, as with his daily bread, and

with the air he breathes. The joy of love is to give

itself for the good of others. Self, in every form,

hinders the Holy Spirit, and thwarts the purpose

of God. Church-membership is not the numerical

standard of God's elect. Abraham was not made a

he was a Jew. So with all his spiritual offspring.

Faith first, then the seal. Rom. 4: II. Faith is

not the shallow, intellectual function so many fan-

cy. It is as comprehensive of human na

Christ is of divinity.

Let us see that we realize John 14' 20. The word

faith, in Jude 3, stands for the embodiment of all

the fulness of the godhead in Christ. The faith

that does not include obedience, does not include

Christ. Faith must go beyond itself for a Savior,

and must again become objective to reveal its loy-

alty. Faith makes Christ and I synonyms. Gal.

and doubting and unlo
Peace with God and full

wise than full of love a
e "ort to save as many

Union Deposit, Pa.

"After a certain sensational preacher had end-

ed a protracted meeting, a certain sensible world-

ling said that he would go to meeting and see

whether the converts loved Christ or the preacher

with the greater devotion. He went and found

that the new converts, q'lite generally, were absent

from the meeting. That worldling's conclusion

then was that the new converts thought more of

the preacher than they did of Christ. Was he not

right?"

*^THE i SUNDAY + SCHOOL^

LESSON LIOHT-FLASHES.

Saul the Persecutor Converted—Acts 9: i-u; 17-20.

Lesson for March /./,

In our last lesson we had the conversion of an

earnest seeker. In this one we have the conver-

sion of a rabid persecutor, and yet the one seems

to be the outgrowth of the other. Saul, as an agent

in the persecution, helped to disperse the work-

ers for Christ, and caused Philip to go up to Sama-

ria and there do effective work for Christ, thus

showing the mad persecutor that his schemes

were falling to the ground. Then, the witnessing

of Stephen's glorious death was another power-

ful evidence to him that his plans were de

feated. These failures did two things for him.

The first one was to make him more determined

and reckless in testing the forces of his own work

plans, so that every effort he made, in subduing

this new doctrine, was duplicated with redoubled

vigor and determination. He was growing desper-

s desperation, intensified by

that he was pledged to de-

every onslaught, so that he

ate. With him it 1*

failure, and the caus-

stroy, grew stronger

became exceedingly

The seco

itha

the gradual deepening of the

ill, perhaps God was in this

149

new move. This duality often exists in the lives of

men,—the one conviction gradually growing weak-
er as the other grows stronger. The struggle is a

quiet one and entirely hidden in the desperate
" standing it out " to the bitter end. How we wish

we could have written out, in a book, the thoughts
this young man had as he witnessed the martyrdom
of Stephen, and held the clothes of those who did

the stoning. While the inference is indirect, yet

it seems to us we have it, that there Saul saw some-
thing that pierced his heart,—an entering wedge
that proved to be a nail driven into a sure place.

But having the zeal he had, the test must be made.
Was he not devoted to the Lord? Was he not

zealously working for him? If so, will it not be re-

vealed to him? If he is right, the other way must
be wrong, and, if wrong, it was his duty, in Jewish

thought, to crush it. A determined and zealous

man in doubt is doubly dangerous to his opposi-

tion. It is fighting to a test, and the test means be-

ing established or converted. It is getting rid of a

doubt between right and wrong. To some, this

may not be much of a struggle, but with a man
having the burning zeal of Saul it was a fight unto

death.

This is the kind of a man we see going to the

high priest, "Yet breathing out threatenings and

slaughter against the disciples of the Lord."
" Breathing out," as here used, is peculiarly signifi-

cant. His words, as he breathed them out forcibly,

and, perhaps, loudly, were words of threats,—death-

dealing words,—as the words of a man who is

greatly incensed against another who has done him

a great wrong, and is determined to have ven-

geance by taking the Law in his own hands,— a mob
leader. This was Saul, and that he might have a

shade of authority behind him, he goes to the high

priest.

The narrative does not say whether or not he got

what he wanted, but he went. To us, as we look at

it, we have a strange sight. When we were at Da-

mascus, and thought of this circumstance, after

having seen the home of Ananias and the place

where this wonderful man was let down over the

wall in a basket, we had some peculiar thoughts.

In our thoughts we saw the company coming

towards the city, led by this breathing out slaugh-

ter-mad man,—so near the test, so eager for the

prey, and yet so near conversion. The deepening

doubts grew, until they were shivered by the flash of

light, and the fully-developed conviction burst into

noon-day splendor. The thought is of determined

wickedness and conversion getting so close togeth-

er that ihey meet,—they embrace and kiss each

other.

There is no more significant picture of the love

of Christ anywhere to be found, than this one. In

the morning, a hopeless subject was he,—so, as. the

noon-day hour approaches,—but in a flash a lion

becomes a lamb, a Saul becomes Paul, and a perse-

cutor, a defender.

The lesson we learn from this conversion is that

it is possible for a great sinner, in a very short

time, to become a very good Christian, and that

the chasm that seems to exist between some men

and their God is not so deep and wide as we may

suppose. The love of Christ bridges it over for the

vilest of sinners, and as soon as they are made to

see the bridge, they gladly step upon it and pass

over. What the Lord wants is a complete surren-

der of self, a turning away the wrong, and a pursu-

ing after the right. The question is not so much,

what you have done or what you have been, as what

you now are, and what you have determined to be,

—that, "while the lamp holds out to burn, the vil-

est sinner may return,"

But in looking at this lesson we must not forget

to discriminate between the sinner who feels and

believes that he is right and thinks he is doing

service for the Lord, and the man who knowingly

and openly rebels against his consciousness oi

right. The two are very different in their motives

and purposes, and the one has much farther to go

than the other. To willfully sin because of mercy

offered is exceedingly dangerous, and at our best

we are bad enough. H -
B

- B-
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'THE NlfJHT HAS A THOUSAND EVES."

The nighl has a thousand eyes.

And the day but one;

Vet the light of the bright world dies

With the dying sun.

The mind has a thousand eyes,

And the heart but one;

Yet the light of a whole life dies

When love is done.

—Fratlfia William Hourdtllon, in Independent.
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that those who have become eminent and rich are

they who have selected some special study and giv-

en it the larger part of their time, experience and

practice. The general practitioner has, to a large

extent, been relegated to portions of the country

where the population is sparse. To-day the spe-

cialist is sought out, the expert aurist, or the ocu-

list, the physician who understands the lungs, the

brain, or has devoted much of his time to surgery

along special lines. In business, even in the largest

stores, where centralization of people and mer-

chandise has a certain tendency to engulf all

small stores (which is to be regretted), they recog-

nize the principle I have been telling about. You
will find the store divided into fifty or one hundred

departments, with the most expert man in charge

of each, and you will find no one department hav-

ing much, if anything, to do with the others.

Could we not go into every part of industry and find

the same result? And why? Because life is short

and should be fully occupied, and any small por-

tion of this great integral system is sufficient to de-

mand the earnest, thoughtful, richest part of a

man's effort, which may be at most twenty or

thirty years, The whole channel is toward a single

THE YOUNO MAN AND HIS CHANCES OF SUCCESS.

Mr. A. H. Revell tells some good things to

the young men, in a recent issue of the Chicago

Record. What he says will not be out of place for

Before one can say with truth that a man has

achieved success one should first ascertain what

satisfied though he lose honor and accumulate a

million. Even then, perhaps, he does not know
how to enjoy life. Years after he has made this

money, people may be heard to say, " He is a suc-

cess." On reflection, would you say so? Another

man is happy if he can make enough to maintain a

modest, comfortable home, while he retains and
adds to an honorable reputation. While admiring

him. few people think long enough to call him a

success. Perhaps his is the most complete success.

He did it honorably and, the chances are, develops,

as he gradually moves upward, a love for life and

a knowledge for its enjoyment.

It is true that accidents at times conduce much
to fortune. Favor, opportunity, the death of oth-

ers—all or any of these—may, and doubtless do,

shorten the road that leads to success. But chiefly

is the mold of a man's fortune in his own hands.

The mercantile agents tell us that of 100 persons

who start in business, but four succeed; and it

might be added that of the four who succeed, but

one can hold on to the money longer than twenty

years. Remember here, however, that money is

not the only measure of success. Let us go a little

deeper into the matter. Each person has certain

inclinations, which should be followed, if the direc-

tion indicated is toward a higher life of knowledge
or usefulness. There are certain talents in every

life that might be called seeds. These seeds will

be productive, if cared for, but will decay when neg-

lected, just as tender plants will die without nur-

ture. Find the man who has followed the better

leadings and hints that come from his own soul,

and you will find one for whom success may safely

be predicted. The extent of that success will be
limited only by his capacity.

Self-reliance plays an important part, and the

concentration of effort is what the world is de-

manding to-day. Far-seeing young men and
women will listen to the promptings which indicate

a single aim, for the single aim is the one that wins.

Physicians have learned the lesson. You will find

Then, besides selecting your vocation and stay-

ing with it, there is necessary a certain something

to achieve true success—call it nerve and brains,

or overdrawn assurance, or untiring patience—

a

recognized characteristic of the true American.

There may be reason, at times, to mourn its over-

vigorous existence, but it remains a necessary fac-

tor in modern life. How long it shall so remain we

will not attempt to say. I believe there is too

great a rush, too great a haste in this country; but

we do not live in Utopia. A part of our life's

record has to be made in America during the last

few years of a vanishing century, in the latter half

of which century more has been accomplished by

the human race than in all preceding ages. In the

midst of this undeniable hurry and rush a man will

be left far in the rear who is not aggressive. Mere
brain power is not enough—there must be brain

force as well. The man of mere intellect may be a

fine scholar and a thoughtful student; but with these

alone he can never mingle successfully in the busy

actualities of the world at large. There is needed a

determination to make the world feel your ability,

if you have any. It need not be shown in any way
to annoy or disgust; quietly but persistently the in-

tellect may be made to influence the lives of others.

The genius of the head may be exerted by the

grasp of the hand, and the genial familiarity which

thereby follows. Pluck and courage are required.

To stand among the onlookers, meekly waiting an

invitation to better your position, is pretty poor

policy nowadays. While you are sitting on the

fence, viewing the procession or filling your present

position in a listless, haphazard manner, some of

those in the wide-awake, moving throng will pass

up and achieve wealth and renown. Keep looking

onward and going onward! To stand still in this

busy world is to go backward.

" Well, how shall I let it be known that I am
around?" may here be asked by some young man.

Let me venture an answer: By filling the position

you are engaged in, no matter how humble or ex-

alted it may be—whether cleaning windows, laying

rails, writing letters, keeping accounts, selling

merchandise, printing a paper, building a structure

or building a sermon—with the best thought, time

and patience you have at your command, letting con-

science be your guide. If one is a salesman, a ship-

ping-clerk or a machinist, a bricklayer or an office-

boy, one should be a successful salesman,

ful shipping-clerk, a successful machinist,

ful bricklayer or a successful office-boy. That is, do
honest, thoughtful work each day. Be a success as

far as that day, that week, is concerned. Create a

favorable impression thereby in the mind of him
for whom the work is done, be he foreman or

proprietor, even if you do not secure adequate com-
pensation. For of what benefit would it be to you
to do poor work? You do not accomplish what
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you engaged to do, the work pleasing neither your,

self nor the person for whom it was done. If sucD
work attracts attention at all, it will be to condemn
instead of to admire, to " pull you down "

instead

of " push you up," and you have lost an opportuni-

ty to build for the future. This applies as well to a

salesman as to a bootblack or a porter, to a booh,

keeper as to a mechanic, physician or business

and the same thought can be carried into every part

in life.

I do not believe that young people lack ins

tion or right impulse. If properly applied the

enough of it in a hundred average youths to t

form a city, What is needed is to back up that

good inspiration, that noble thought, that right i

pulse, by immediate action and constant habit,

young fellow listening to a sermon or a lecture

wastefulness and extravagance, for example, will

have his best impulses stirred, and resolves, "When
I begin to get money, I tell you I'll save some of i

against a rainy day." He says, "When I begin.

Does he think of the nickels or dollars he can sav<

to-day? or is he thinking of the hundreds of dol-

lars? His inspiration is of to-day, but his action is

away, far away, in the future, and of the next year,

The chances are that the hundreds or the thoi

sands will never come if he doesn't practice c

nickels, when nickels happen to be the only money
within his grasp.

Now as to all-around success. Make frit

have warm friends. You are better for it; sc

they. Show me the man who can attach to himself

warm friends, friends of good repute, and I

show you one that will make a success if he will

watch carefully for opportunities which are sui

arise. Sometimes half our lives are spent trying to

get, not an opportunity, but the great opportunity;

and then it is most likely to come through a friend.

Stick to your old friends. Many who rise to or are

advancing toward a position of fame and fortune

are thoughtless in this regard, especially if the old

friends be not as successful as themselves. Noth-

ing makes friends so quickly and so well as stabili-

ty of character. Such character and such friei

together create funds, draw patronage, give one

fluence, and are the straight path to honor and s

cess. One should never cease endeavoring to <

tain a higher education, Make every day count for

something. In this country at the present tin:

least three-fourths of the rich men were formerly

poor. Many of these men enjoy leisure now,
were so absorbed in business during their early life

that when they might have had a taste for substan-

tial reading and study they thought there was no

time for it. And now, with hours and days and

years at their disposal, they have not the inclina-

tion for study, and some have not even a desire 1

Assuming that riches may come to you, are

going to be caught that way? If not, you should

at once determine to combine tact and ability in

your business or chosen profession with a constant-

ly-increasing knowledge and you will have a combi-

nation hard to hold down. Every natural talent

pleads for development, and those who cannot im-

prove the mind and acquire a taste for the beauti-

ful things of life lose, despite all their money and !

past effort, the rarest happiness that can come to

mortals on this small planet of ours. Get as maoy

books as possible into your room or home. A

mind changes in the presence of books, and a

of books comes from getting acquainted with them

in the home and being close to them. A few

tures in the books or on the walls, a little reading

now and then each day, never overlooking a choice
,

bit of poetry, a visit to the art galleries, museums,

libraries, whenever possible, without neglecting the

more practical needs of life, and soon, while the
j

mind is young, the habit is formed—the love °f

knowledge, books and art will become deep-rooted

and continue to grow until old age comes. When

it does come it will find gray hairs—yes, and wri"k
'

les, too, perhaps, but it will also find smiles of con-

tentment, with a vista of years gone by that tf'u

bring memories of the past,
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MOTTO FOR THE YEAR. — "Upon the first

day of the week let every one of you Uiy by him in

store, as God hath prospered him." — 1 Cor. 1G: 2.

In a recent letter Bro. Daniel Keller, of Hunts-

dale, Pa., expresses some thoughts that indicate

that, though his body is becoming aged, his heart

is still young in desire to see God's Word run and

be glorified. " Mother and I are now past eighty-

three, and in these last days of mine I see that there

is much to do yet. One of the urgent things I am
so much impressed with is to rouse up the churches

in the interests of mission work. I feel to take it

up even to the purse string."

WITHIN THE PRISON.

BY SADIE BRALLIER MOFFSINGER,

Some time ago, accompanied by a sister, I visited

our County jail. I wish all those, who question

the expediency of work among criminals, could

have been with us.

The warden cordially welcomed us, and said he

should be glad for any literature we might see fit to

distribute amongst the inmates. He conve

with us concerning the importance of Christian

work within the prison, as he conducted us down
the long aisle, from cell to cell.

The first apartment we visited, contained three

men. They were all well up in years and the rav-

ages of sin had made hard lines upon their faces.

But they had human' hearts, for all that, and showed
us profound respect, as we conversed with then".

They eagerly accepted the tracts and a copy of th

Messenger which we proffered them, and on

more grey-headed than the rest, exclaimed: " It i

a marvel to me that you should care about such

The next cell contained two men who had scarce-

ly reached the age of twenty-one. " I trust you
will take the pains to read these papers," we sug-

gested.

" Yes, thank you," they replied. "We take the

time and interest to read much here that we scoffed

at before."

" I hope you remember your Bible with the rest."

With a respectful inclination of the head, they

signified that they did not neglect to read that

" Do Christian people often visit you? " we next
inquired.

"Seldom; and I suppose we scarcely deserve to

be remembered by good people. But it does vaga-
bonds like us a world of good, and we thank you
for your visit."

Another cell confined a man, convicted of an ug-
ly crime. Shame, 01 remorse, or both, perhaps,
caused him to keep his eyes fixed on the floor.

"Will you accept and read these papers?" we in-

quired.

" Thank you, but it is barely worth the while."

" Why not? " we asked.

'Oh, I am too guilty and sinful to be benefited
much by anything."

If you are guilty and sinful that is just why you
"eed to read them; they tell of One who died that
your sin and guilt might be blotted out. Don't you
believe that Jesus Christ is as anxious and willing
to save you as anybody else?

"

Perhaps; but you are the first one to tell me so."
s exPfession now gave evidence that he, too, had

a ^art not made of lead or steel.

God bless you and save you and keep you close
Un*o himself," we said

"Amen! " he murmured through the rusty grates.

One prisoner said, " Rid the world of the rum
power, and you will rid the prison of nine-tenths of

its inmates." Another said, " Let the home be made
a holier place. If I had had the advantages of

Christian training in childhood, my after-years had
not been spent in rioting."

Thus we received some weighty truths as we went
from cell to cell, and when the tour was completed,

we went away feeling that even in a prison the will-

ing mind may receive an inspiration to a busier and
a holier life.

Sometime in the future I may give the Messen-
ger readers some incidents connected with tract

distribution in our hospitals here,

Johnstown, Pa.

SOME OF OUR EXPERIENCES IN MISSION WORK.

BY ALBERT HOLLINGER.

Last week a very earnest church member of a

large congregation of this city called to see me. In

answering his questions concerning our faith and
practice, among other things I referred to feet-

washing, the salutation (or kiss of charity), the

anointing with oil, etc, He said, " I never knew
the salutation and the anointing were in the Testa-

ment. Where do we read those things?
"

After telling him where to find those commands,
and quoting the texts, he said, "Well, now, how
strange I never saw that before! I knew feet-wash-

ing was commanded, but never knew of the other

Scripture." I said, " What is the matter with your

minister, that he keeps from you part of the doc-

trine of the Gospel? Will he not have a serious

time at the judgment, giving an account of his stew-

ardship? We had better search the Scriptures for

ourselves, or we may drop into the ditch with those

who lead us and keep us from obeying the truth,"

Yesterday I received a letter from the Secretary

of the Mission Board, saying that I should visit a

man in the city who had written him a very loving

letter, asking for tract No. 42 (" Brethren or Dun-

kers"). He said he had read one, and it told him

of a church that gives the liberties he longs for. I

called to see him, and found him very earnest in his

work. He conducts services almost every night in

a mission-room, seeking to save those who are down
in sin, where he once was. His work necessitated

searching the Scriptures. He found that the church

of which he was a member is not in sympathy with

many truths of the Gospel, hence he is longing for

more light.

Last fall, on his return from his mother's funeral,

in Pennsylvania, as he was leaving the depot, here

in the city, he passed the tract box, and took out

two tracts,—the one already named and one on to-

bacco. He read the last named on his way home
from the depot. Having once been a slave to to-

bacco, but now an enemy to it, he appreciated the

argument against it very much.

On reaching home he laid the tracts aside. A
few days ago, in looking through some papers, he

found the tract, "Brethren or Dunkers." He read

it and compared it with the Scriptures, and, to his

astonishment, found that which he was seeking for.

This is another evidence of what tracts are doing

for those seeking light. In our conversatioi

told me of his past life. He had been a member of

four secret societies, and a slave to whiskey and to-

bacco. Four years ago he became conscious of his

awful condition and repented, quit the lodges and

his evil habits, and went to work saving those who

had fallen where he once was.

In turning from his evil ways, he said, " I found

that tobacco is one of the lusts of the flesh, and to

continue in it would be to perish with it, so 1 over

came the lust for tobacco and shall never again pol

lute this earthly vessel with the filthy stuff."

With this thought before me, I again wonder how

my dear brethren, who are slaves to that habit,

oncile their bondage with the liberty of the gloi

Gospel, and how they can imagine their bodi>

temples for the Holy Ghost, 1 Cor. 6: 19, and 1

nify the Lord Jesus. Philpp. 1: 20, while indulging
in that which is so unbecoming. I wonder what
the Savior thinks of his own image, as he sees it

displayed by some of his people! 1 Cor. 11: 7; Col.

3: 10.

To make the matter still worse for me, he said,

I am so glad your church is opposed to tobacco,
id that your brethren don't indulge in the filthy

habit." This was an awful shot. I stood mute,
nd, while I was contemplating how to answer, he
hanged the conversation, so I have not yet made

the apology for my brethren.

Who of my dear brethren, that justify themselves
in the unbecoming habit, will be kind enough lo tell

me how to explain to this earnest seeker after

God's cross-bearing, self-sacrificing children, for I

feel that I dare not leave him under the impression

that we are entirely free from the use of the weed.

After spending several hours with him, pointing

him to the Word of Truth, urging him to consider

the matter seriously, counting well the cost, telling

him the door was open for him, that it would give

us joy to hare his fellowship, we kneeled together

and blessed God for the glorious Gospel and for his

Spirit that leads us into his precious truths. I then

left him, with the hope of seeing him soon and find

him willing to unconditionally surrender himself to

the Lord.

The leaven is at work. Many are looking on with

interest. Some who have not yet joined with us

are working for us, doing much in the way of intro-

ducing the doctrine. Many touching scenes come
under our observa'ion. We see and hear much
that might interest the readers of the Messenger,
especially those who are interested in our work

here. I may, when time and the editor will permit,

give you of our experience. Remember us at a

throne of grace and also when you are enjoying the

worship of God in your comfortable churchhouses.

Ask the Lord to build us a house of worship in the

near future, that we may, with you, enjc> the priv-

ileges of the sanctuary.

Washington, D, C, Fed. t6.

DONATIONS TO CHICAGO MISSION.

The Brethren's Mission of Chicago hereby ac-

knowledge the receipt of boxes of clothing, eata-

bles, flowers, and other articles from the following,

during October, November and December, 1896:

Sarah Kuns, Cerro Gordo, 111.; a sister, Newberry, Ind
;

Franklin Grove, 111.; Cerro Gordo, 111,; Friedens, Fa.; Lizzie

G. Hummer; Anna Bruman and sister, Glcnsted, Mo.; Sarah

Crill, Plymouth, Ind.; Mrs. Yost Shrock, Middlebury, Ind.; Sis-

ter Newson, Dunkerton, Iowa; Mrs. S. E. Harris, Hamlin,

Kans.; Amanda Leavell, Iowa; Appanoose, Kans., Mrs. K. H.

Slater and Sister Buck, Franklin Grove, 111.; Lizzie Michaels,

Lydia A. Barnharl and Ella Smith; Amanda Speicher; sisters

and brethren of Maitland, Pa.; asister, Fairview church, iowa;

Sarah Howe, Maitland, Pa.; Ida J. Emig, M. Ottclta Landis

and Delia M. Landis, Pioneer, Williams Co., Ohio; Sarah Spa-

nogle, Lewistown, Pa.; sisters Horning and Mary Nct/ly, Ba-

tavia. 111.; Waterloo, Iowa, per Mary A. Lic'bty, Calvin, Iowa;

Julia Gilbert, Ivester, Iowa; Mary Keenan, Chicago; Sister Ev-

erding, [ones, Mich.; sisters of Bremen, Ind.; Cora and Stella

Peck, Savage, Somerset Co., Pa.; Pleasant Valley church and

B. S. Reed, per G. C. Everding, Jones, Mich., and Eld. Chris-

tian Schrock, Middlebury, Ind.; per Anna M. Herl/ler, Eliza-

bethtown, Lancaster Co., Pa.; Ora Hoover, Garrett, Ind.;

Brethren's Sunday school, Mayville, N. Dak.; Estella Mich-

ener. Beloit, Ohio, sisters of Johnstown, Pa
,
per Matlic Wertz;

Burnetts Creek, Ind., per Mrs. Daniel A. MerU; Mary E. and

Lewis Harden, Saline City, Iowa; Lizzie Rawlins, West Hins-

dale, III.; Monticello, Ind.. per Eld. J. A. Weaver; Sisters-

Aid Society, Mt. Carroll, 111., per Noah Blough; Franklin

Grove, 111,, per Mrs. E. A. Kreisinger; W. R. Miller, Chicago;

Sarah Shearer, Auburn, 111.; Children of the Sisters' Sewing

Society, Mt. Morris, III.; sisters of Covington, Ohio, per Mrs.

C. J.
Senseman; Plymouth Union Sunday school, per Mrs, Ida

Beiler; Meriden church Aid Society, Meriden, Kans., per Sis-

ter R. A. Mosier; brethren and sisters of Rockton, Pa., per

Libbie Hollopeier; Campbell, Mich., per P. B. Messner; Sis-

ters' Aid Society, Mill Creek church. Cross Keys, Va.; si\ un-

known persons.

We shall be glad to receive information of any.

errors that may occur in our report. That we may

have a correct report, the name and address of the

donor should be placed on the outside of all pack-

ages and boxes. Elizabeth Howe.
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Two were baptized in Chicago, last Sunday morn-

A series of

with cle

ctings at Greenmount, Va., closed

by confession and baptism.

Those who love the praise of men more than the

approval of God, will do more to please men than

God.

Bko. Daniel Snell closed a series of meetings

in the Yellow Creek church, Ind., with seven acces-

The District Meeting for Northeastern Kansas

will be held in Sabetha, April 14. The Minis-

terial Meeting will be held the day before.

Last week Bro. D. B. Gibson closed a very ii

tcresting series of meetings in the town of Ne
Paris, Ind., with several accessions to the church.

At Betlwood, a mission point near Altoona, Pa.,

sixteen were recently added to the church by con-

fession and baptism and several were restored to

fellowship.

The Little Swatara church, Pa., was recently

blessed with an ingathering of nine souls, as the

visible results of a series of meetings held by

Bro. H. E. Light.

The late Bible Term at Huntingdon, Pa., proved

to be one of the best. It was well attended, the

interest seemed to have been good, and the best of

all, it closed with twenty- five accessions to the

church.

There seems to be much sickness in all parts of

the country at this time, and not a few are near

death's door. Several write us and ask to be re-

membered by the saints. Brethren, remember the

sick and afflicted in your prayers.

The Brethren at Nappanee, Ind., have just closed

one of the most interesting meetings held in that

place in a long time. There were seventeen acces-

sions. Bro. J. C. Murray, the resident minister, did

the preaching.

Bro. Jos. L. Myers, of Yale, Iowa, has decided

to locate at Harlan, Iowa, and help build up the

Master's cause at that place. He is doing just

what scores of others ought to do. He is going

where he i cded, sponse to the call of isolat-

Bro. J. G. Royer returned from Hagerstov

Ind., last Monday evening, where he had be

spending a few weeks in a series of meetings. I

reports largely-attended services and a good int

est. Four were received into the church by cc

fession and baptism.

Som ; ministers write us, and wish to know why

lames do not appear in the Brethren's

ic. There is but one reason, and that is, the

were not sent us for that purpose. Many
omitted, are now being sent. These will ap-

the list of 1898.

The Committee of Arrangements for the next

Annual Meeting should keep our readers posted

concerning their preparations. In order to secure

a good attendance this is a very important consid-

eration. We all would like to see a good attend-

ance at the coming Conference, so let us have all

the ,il.l.;

ro. W. R. Miller, of Chicago, is holding a se-

of meetings at the Salem church, near Nicker-

Kans. When last heard from there were

n applicants for membership.

Professing Christians who do not obey God
they ought to, most assuredly do not love him

they should. True love will res

that cannot be called in question.

obedi.

The members at Wichita, Kans., ha

to rejoice. Thirteen recently united with the

congregation by confession and baptism, while two

others were restored to fellowship.

Br C. C. Root is working up a good interest

in Kansas City. Six have already been baptized,

and there are good prospects of others confess-

ing Christ and coming to the church.

The M. E. Book Concern is a large business

stitution, run in the interest of the M. E. .church.

It is devoted to the publishing of papers, Sunday
school supplies, books, etc., and the income is

used for the superannuated ministers. This year

the net profit from the business is Sioo.ooo. This

shows that it pays for a church to own her publish-

ing interest, and get the benefit of the profits aris-

ing from it for her own special use.

Bro. Miller returned from Ohio two weeks

ago, and has been confined to his house nearly all

the time since, and is not yet in a condition to ei-

ther travel or preach. In fact, he has not been able

to preach since he came home. In answer to many
inquiries we here state that he will do no more

preaching among the churches until his health im-

proves.

In last issue Bro. C. P. Rowland, Secretary of the

Mission Board of Northern Illinois, had something

to say of the work being done by that Board. This

prompts us to say that every State Board in the

Brotherhood ought to make some kind of a re-

port of their work in the Messenger every three

or six months. We mean that they ought to give

the news. When they have a meeting, and lay out

work, or when they do work of general interest,

let the Brotherhood know something about it.

If more of this kind of news would come from the

different Boards, we feel confident that the church-

es, in their respective districts, would take more in-

terest in

Just now our obituary department is unusally

full, showing that death is abroad in the land.

Many homes are made sad because loved ones have

been called upon to take their departure to the

land beyond the river. While we would not, even

if we could, have them return to us, still they are

sadly missed, and will be fondly remembered

while life lasts.

Bro. I. J. Rosenberger is just now engaged in

a series of meetings at the Antioch house, near

Muncie, Ind. Muncie will be remembered as the

"gas city," where the Annual Meeting was held in

1893. The church here has largely been built up

by the faithful labors of Bro. Hiram Branson, who
is now much afflicted. Four months ago he re-

ceived a wound in one of his fingers. In course of

time blood-poisoning set in, and for a while it was

feared that he might not recover. Lately he suf-

fered from la grippe, but is now slowly improv-

ing. It was in this church that Bro. R. H. Miller

held one of his debates with Eld. Walker of the

Disciple church. This discussion is said to have

been followed by a large ingathering of souls.

This is known as the Kilbuck congregation,

and seems to be in a prosperous state.

Judging from The Leaves of Healing, Dr. Dowie,

of Chicago, is making considerable progress in

building up what he calls the Christian Cath-

olic Church, of which he must be regarded as the

founder, and is now serving as the general manag-

er, or general overseer. Considerable property is

falling into the doctors hands, and he seems to be

managing the vast business with skill. His claims

respecting divine healing, are still attracting atten-

tion, and his homes for the invalids, and those seek-

ing further instructions from his preaching and

talks, seem to be well filled. He has just dedicat-

ed a large church, on which occasion he preached

three sermons and kept the services up from 10:30

in the morning until nearly midnight. He has re-

cently issued a " Souvenir of Zion," an illustrated

issue of the Leaves, setting forth, in a most attract-

the beauties and rare conveniences of

; he calls his magnificent home for his

guests. These charming illustrations

show a marked contrast between the elegant sur-

roundings of the doctor and those of the great Di-

vine Healer, who had not where to lay his weary

head. Possibly the surroundings of all influential

religious teachers, in this country and Europe, may

show more contrast, in this respect, than wisdom

would dictate, but, unless these pictures are deceiv-

ing, the contrast, as it relates to Mr. Dowie, as a

teacher of divine healing, will strike many
excusable.

dly

BENEFICIARY ASSOCIATIONS.

In this issue will be found

e insurance question, thre

1 the other, but each side i;

amount of spac

veral articles on the

on one side and two

jiven about the same

it could be arranged

with the matter at our disposal. One article is

longer than was arranged for in the beginning, but

this, so far as space is concerned, is offset by an ex-

tra article on the other side. These articles, along

with others, were sent us, and we selected only the

best. They will be read with more than ordinary

interest, and will, doubtless, lead to a further inves-

tigation of the question. But it is needless to send

a reply to any of them, for we shall publish nothing

more on either side of the subject at this time. In

an editorial, on this page, another phase of the in-

question is considered in a way that may
bly commend itself to most of our Breth-

Here is something on which our people may
)le to unite to each other's mutual good.

The question of life

come up again at our next Annual Conference.

It has been frequently discussed, but former de-

cisions do not seem to have given a satisfactory

solution to the question. Last year a request

made to place the question in the hands of

mmittee, to make a careful investigation of the

entire subject and report this year, but the Con-

ference thought best not to grant the request.

This year the Conference will be asked to again

iider the question,

is apparent to all who have noticed the

se of events that a difference of opinion <

life It is one of

those questions upon which men may and o°

honestly differ. Some of our brethren believe that

they may invest their money in this way without

violating a Gospel principle, white others are of

the opinion that such investments should not be

made. It is not our purpose to discuss either of

these views but to offer some thoughts on the

subject of a Brethren's beneficiary association.

We offer these thoughts not to arouse discussion

but that we may think on a line that may ° f'
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fer a solution to the vexed question of life as-

surance.

We now have mutual benefit associations among

us to provide for a loss by fire. Would it not

be fully as important to have a mutual benefit as-

sociation among us, to provide as amply and fully

[or the widow and fatherless children when death

removes the husband and father, who is the support

of the family? Why should the brother, who is

able to have a house and barn, and other property,

be allowed the privilege to enter an association to

provide against a loss and the poor brother be

deprived of the privilege to provide in a mutual

way for those dependent for support on his daily

labor? As a matter of fact is there not the real

benevolence in providing for the widow and the

fatherless?

We have before us now two cases. A brother,

owning a large farm, had his barn insured in a

mutual benefit company. A few weeks after be-

coming a member of the company, his barn

burned, and he received the sum of twelve hun-

dred dollars, to make good his loss. A young

brother took up a claim in the West, with the de-

termination to make a home for himself. Succes-

sive crop failures compelled him to leave his

claim and move to a town where he labored by

the day to support his wife and the little ones

God had given him. Then came sickness, and

when the means were exhausted he died, leaving

a widowed sister, with a number of small chil-

dren, two of them sick, to be cared for by the

charity of others, and the charity was cold enough.

The brother had been solicited to unite with one

of the many associations, so numerous in the

world, but, respecting the decisions of the church,

he refused to do so. We refrain from giving the

sad results. We have the letter before us as we

write, giving an account of this touching and pa-

thetic case. It closes with these v/ords: " If the

church fails to do her duty in the matter of pro-

viding for cases of this kind, she will drive many

from her fold into the so-called benevolent asso-

ciations that are becoming so prevalent in the

world to day."

Thinking on these things, we wondered why we

could not have a beneficiary association in the

church, for the church and by the church, to

provide for the widow and the fatherless. We
have apostolic precedent for it. Those who de-

sired to do so, paid into a common fund and

then distribution was made unto every one ac-

cording as he had need. Suppose a thousand

brethren should each agree to pay two dollars to

the widow and children, on the death of any one

of their number, what principle of the Gospel

would be violated? The widow, in such case,

would receive two thousand dollars, and the

dread, that so many feel, that their loved ones

may be left destitute, which induces thousands

to unite with the organizations of the world,

would be removed. By what mode of reasoning

can it be made to appear that this would be

wrong and, on the other hand, right for the same

number of brethren to associate together in or-

der to make good the loss, of one of their num-
ber, by fire? Surely, if there is any difference

it must be in favor of helping the widows and
the fatherless.

*n these times, when beneficiary associations,

w'th secret organizations connected with them,
are springing up on every hand, it behooves us

to give this subject careful thought. It is admitted,

°n every hand, that these outside organizations
are a foe to the church. Why should we not be
wise in this matter and provide against these as-

sociations by meeting the want ourselves?
This question has already been carefully con-

sidered by a number of our thoughtful brethren.

them it seems to open a way to meet the ex-

gencies of the case, so that the widow and

the fatherless may be amply provided for. It

ould be a matter for each one to decide as to

hether he would enter into an agreement to pay

; already described. In every sense the associ-

ation would be voluntary, as it was with those

who paid into the common apostolic fund. An
arrangement of this kind, authorized by the church,

would open the way to meet, what seems to us, a

reasonable demand for the adequate protection of

the widow and the fatherless. d. l. h.

EPIPHANY AT THE JORDAN.

From our old friend and dragoman, Dimitri

N. Tadros, of Jerusalem, we have, in a private

letter, a very interesting account of the celebration

of the Epiphany on the shores of the Jordan. The
Greek church holds this festival in commemora-

tion of the anniversary of the baptism of our

Lord, and the "manifestation" of Christ, as the

Son of God, by the voice from heaven, and the de-

scent of the Holy Spirit. It occurs on the sixth of

January, each year, and is attended by thousands of

pilgrims from different parts of the world. At the

last celebration Tadros was present and we quote

from his interesting letter:

"A vast, miscellaneous crowd, composed of all

Christian nationalities, poured down, in a constant

stream, into the Valley of the Jordan to witness the

commemoration of the baptism of our Lord by St.

John, in the sacred stream, nearly nineteen hun-

dred years ago. They came on foot, on donkeys,

on horses, on camels, and some in carriages, all in-

tent on doing honor to the day and the place.

" The Russian pilgrims were largely in the ma-

jority. They were clothed in heavy fur-lined gar-

ments, each bearing a bundle containing their dry

bread, tapers, and the shroud, to be used now as a

bathing garment, and as a winding sheet when they

sleep their last sleep, There were Arabs from be-

yond the Jordan and remote parts of the country,

with their 'Joseph's Coat,' anxious to witness the

coming spectacle. There were young men from Je-

rusalem, and the country around about Judea, on

their Arabian steeds, armed from top to toe with

glittering eastern arms, making a show of their

horsemanship. Altogether it was such a perfection

of Oriental confusion, quite beyond my ability to

describe.

" The weather favored the eager pilgrim throng.

The sun shone brightly by day and the full moon

at night. The Valley of the Jordan was just put-

ting on its verdure robe. We had travelled from

Jerusalem down to Jericho and beyond to the west-

ern bank of the sacred stream a distance of some

twenty-five miles. Here we found ourselves among

at least eight thousand pilgrims. Bazaars had

been established on the banks of the river, where

relics and articles of food were offered for sale.

"The bells on the Convent of St. John, near the.

baptismal scene, rang out, announcing that the

Bishop was coming down to the river to cele-

brate the afternoon service. He was escorted by

an immense throng of pilgrims. The service was

recited in the Greek. At the proper time he took

a rich silver cross and, stooping down, dipped it

three times in the water, in commemoration of the

baptism of Christ. This was the signal for a rush

of the Russian pilgrims. They dashed into the riv-

er in great throngs, old and young, men and women,

dressed in the thin muslin bathing robes which are

to serve as shrouds in the future. They dipped

themselves three times and then came out to clothe

themselves. But little regard was paid to the or-

dinary proprieties of life. Their faith and religious

enthusiasm seemed to make them forgetful of their

surroundings.

"Thousands of the people slept in the open air

to witness a repetition of the ceremony at two

o'clock in the morning. We, however, went back

to Jericho for a night's rest.

" There has been recently built, and launched on

the Jordan, a small steamboat, so that tourists may
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now go up and down the river and enjoy a ride out
on the Dead Sea. Mr. Petrides, who constructed
the boat by order of the Bishop of the Convent, is

to be congratulated on his skill in being able to
make such a fine launch in the wilderness of Ju-
dea, where, in all his wanderings, John the Baptist
could find nothing better to eat than 'locusts and
wild honey."

Our correspondent is a member of the Greek
Church, and was born at Jerusalem. He has spent

all his life in Palestine except a few years' icsi-

dence in England, where he studied the English

language. He is engaged in conducting parties of

tourists through Palestine. He acted as conductor

to our Brethren in their journey from Damascus to

Jerusalem, last year.

The account of the ceremonies at the Jordan is

interesting, and yet we are impressed with the

thought that these people have zeal without

knowledge. They ought to be more perfectly in-

structed in the Word of the Lord. They have

apostolic baptism, without doubt, in direct suc-

cession, but the form, not only in baptism but in

all the doctrines of the New Testament, without

the Spirit, is dead. It is only as the indwelling

Spirit of God is outwardly manifested in the Chris-

tian that life and meaning arc given to the form,

which is lost in its use. The Russian Pilgrim for-

gets that he is to leave the doctrine of baptism and

go on to spiritual perfection. He may dip him-

self a thousand times in the Jordan and be not a

whit the better man. It may be that we need not

go down into the Valley of the Jordan, among the

ignorant Russian pilgrims, to find those who are

placing their trust in a dead form instead of a liv-

ing Christ, " having a form of godliness but de-

nying the power thereof." u, l. m.

FEED MY SHEEP.

That is what Jesus said to Peter, and it is

a command that is about as much disobeyed in

many localities as the " Go ye " of the commission,

at least it would seem that way from the reading of

the following, taken from a letter, written to this

office by a sister. She spent one month in one

of the large churches among the Brethren. We
need not say where that church is located, but

we trust her remarks will revolutionize the preach-

ing business in localities like the one referred to.

It is- certainly not the right thing to have so

many ministers and then only a few meetings.

It is the duty of the elder in charge,, to see that

the ministers, in his care, have more to do. The

Master wants his sheep fed and his ministers are

the ones to get out and do it. But here is what

the sister says:

" At this church there is preaching only once a

month. The other Sundays the house is locked, and

the members go to other churches to get their spir-

itual food. The first Sunday I attended there were

eight ministers behind the table. It made me

think of the many souls that could have been re-

ceiving well-prepared food from these ministers.

One or two ministers could have been conducting

that service, while the rest could have been some-

where else, dealing out the Bread of Life to per-

haps as large a congregation, I understand nearly

all our churches in that section of the country only

have preaching once a month, though six, eight,

or more, ministers may be present. What would

hinder them from having preaching every Sunday?

Why not have two ministers, only, conduct each

service, giving all a chance to preach oftener. All

our ministers here, though some are young in years,

have sufficient ability to take charge of meetings

without five or six lookers-on. ' Blessed are they

that hunger and thirst after righteousness for they

shall be filled.' Matt. 5: 6, Do not the people

hunger, do they not want it, or why do they not get

food oftener? Can they be filled by getting food

once a month?"
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TYPICAL MAN.

W) form wrong estimates of the true man be-

our ideals are single and one-sided. The

man whom God wants, ;

et sought, is a duality.

ment,—a human side

two. fully developed ar

G..d nade hit

whom the proph-

a double develop-

ivine side. These

together, make a
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; the kind of a
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null i
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i thereof, if ye

representative

heir lives, help-

through the streets of J<

know, and seek in the broad pi

can find a man." He was afte

man who was great among men,

ing them to live honestly and happily, righteously

and devotedly in the church, and before God.

As the Christian life is an active, working and do-

ing life in the world, among men, we need the type

on this side as well as on the more spiritual and di-

vine side. In other words, our ideal man must be

one who leads in business, directs in labor and ex-

emplifies in the home life, as well as in preaching

and prayer. We want leaders in consecrated labor,

business, and living among men, as well as we

want them in special church work. We want men

who can be leaders, right down here in the world,

and among the people with whom we live. Such

a man was the subject of this sketch that we shall

now try to give.

Eld. Jacob F. Oiler was born Jan. 15, 1825, at the

old country homestead near the town of Waynes-

boro, Pa,, in a part of the fertile Cumberland Val-

ley, sided by broken hills and beautiful mountain

slopes, a place well suited to give energy and scope

to a naturally active and forceful disposition. He
was the son of Joseph and Rebecca (Stoner) Oiler.

He was of German parentage and inherited largely

the energetic and determined characteristics of his

nationality. In his boyhood days he enjoyed only

the advantages of the subscription and district

schools. But from these, by hard study and per-

sistent application, he took the cream, always

standing at the head of his classes and among the

front ranks with those of his years, so that from the

student he grew into the teacher, and, for a number

of terms, taught in the district schools, These ex-

periences had much to do in developing the possi-

bilities that were made so prominent in his after-

life.

Although raised on the farm, and spending a

number of his major years in farm-life, his inclina-

tions were towards a more active life and broader

fields of labor. First, as a clerk, he entered the

mercantile business. Afterwards he became a part-

ner. When the Geiser, Price & Co., works were es-

tablished, he became one of the partners

once made the force of his possibilities ki

making himself an important factor in the

growing concern. In January, 1869, the firm name
was changed to The Geiser Manufacturing Co.,

with Elder Oiler as secretary and treasurer. In

this position he developed a business capacity that

soon placed him in the front ranks of the great fi-

nanciers and business men of the country. He was

afterwards promoted to the Presidency of the Com-
pany, and was also President of the Waynesboro
Bank, and remained so up to the time of his de-

cease. All these positions he filled with great abil-

ity and to the entire satisfaction of all parties con-

cerned. His integrity, honesty, and affable dispo-

sition won for him the confidence and esteem of all

with whom he came in contact, both rich and poor.

In his business life he was approachable and com-
passionate, especially towards the poor and the un-

fortunate, so that, in his death, the poor have lost

and at

wn, by

apidly-

1 friend i :of He
of rare ability, and in his life

Christian business

Abraham, with th

e a type of

an,—a duplication of Job, of

hrewdness of Jacob (without

his duplicity and selfishness). The Lord

his stewardship because he was faithful, and be-

cause the world and the church have need of just

While Eld. Oiler was an active, energetic, and

careful business man, he was also a zealous and ac-

tive Christian. June 7, 1852, he united with the

church of the Brethren. Since then, through his

influence, no doubt, all his brothers but one became

members, also one sister,—the wife of Bro. Josiah

Burger, who is a deacon. The other sister united

with the United Brethren church, her husband, Ja-

b Wentz, being a minister in that church.

Eld, Oiler's children all espoused the faith of

their father and mother, and are active members of

the church. Aug. 15, 1855, he was elected to the

nistry in the old Antietam church, near town.

me time during the autumn of 1883 he was or-

ined to the eldership, succeeding the late Eld.

Jacob Price, who died that year,

nee Eld. Oiler's elevation to the office, he was

actively engaged in adopting live methods in

lurch work, such as organizing Sunday schools,

ble classes, young people's meetings, prayer-

meetings, etc. To all he gave his careful supervis-

Those organizations are in active operation

to-day. To improve vocal music in the church, he

d music-teachers to teach classes in the

Waynesboro church. Young members have been

ncouraged a great deal in this direction, whose in-

uence, for good, must be felt for years to come.

To all benevolent organizations he was a liberal

contributor. To the colleges of his church, he was

ever willing to donate, as well as "give counsel.

He was delegate to the District Conference, as well

as to the General Conference, for many years.

Sometimes he served as a member of the Standing

Committee at General Conference. He was often

on committees sent to the several churches, to ad-

just difficulties, so that his labors extended over a

large territory not only in this State, but adjoining

Antietam church, the congregation in which Eld.

Oiler labored so long, and so well, dates back to

the middle of the eighteenth century. About the

year 1750 Eld. Abram Stauffer organized the

church. Bro. Stauffer was ordained by Eld. Peter

Baker, of near Philadelphia, who was one of the

early pioneers of the Brethren church in America.

After Eld. Stauffer, the following-named ministers

were elected: George A. Martin, Wm. Stover, Dan-

iel Stover, Jacob Holsinger, John Royer, Henry
Strickler, Jacob Fahrney, Israel Senger, William

Boyer, Daniel Keefer, David Fogelsong, Jacob

Price, Wm. Etter, Joseph Gipe, David Bock, Isaac

Renner, Joseph F. Rohrer, Joseph Garber, Daniel

Holsinger, Jacob F. Oiler, Daniel F. Good, Abram
Golly, H. Koontz, Jacob Snider, D. M. Baker, John
D. Benedict, Benjamin E. Price, Tobias F. Imler,

John B. Ruthrauff, Rush B. Oellig. Of the above-

named ministers, Eld. Oiler served the longest,

—

forty-one years and six months. Eight of the min-

isters of this list were ordained to the eldership

since Eld. Stauffer organized the church. They
are as follows: Wm. Stover, Daniel Stover, Jacob

Holsinger, Jacob Fahrney, Wm. Boyer, Jacob

Price, Joseph F. Rohrer, and Jacob F. Oiler. Sev-

eral of the list of ministers were ordained to the el-

dership after moving West, but the eight given are

the only ones who served as elders here.

At one time the territory of the Antietam congre-

gation was large, and, to facilitate the labors of the

ministry, the following-named churches, six in

number, have been organized from the original,

vis., Manor and Beaver Creek, in Washington
County, Welsh Run, Back Creek, Ridge, and Fall-

ing Spring, in Franklin County. Each of these

congregations has her own ministers and church-
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houses. The meetinghouses of Antietam congre-

gation are: Price's or Antietam, Welty's, and

Waynesboro. The membership, at present, is be-

tween four and five hundred, The other six con-

gregations may have, each, a membership of three

Much of this prosperity is due to the earnest

and efficient labors of Eld. Oiler. His preaching

was warm, earnest, full of the Spirit, and interest-

ing, and, we may add, powerful, because it was

made so by his intense earnestness and the life he

lived back of them. The relations existing be-

tween the Huntingdon church and College, and

Eld. Oiler and family, were very intimate, and warm

indeed. He was a patron of our work, in the best

sense of the word, being a Trustee for a number of

years, always showing deep interest in the work

because he believed that our schools, carefully

guarded, are the hope of the church, by saving our

children and others from the worldlyism fostered

in the more popular institutions of learning. He
was a regular attendant at the special Bible Terms

from the beginning, bringing with him, year by

year, from twelve to eighteen of his own church

and friends,—some of his co-laborers at his own ex-

pense. He was, himself, an earnest Bible student.

He had his heart so set on being present at the

last one, that he requested that the operation,

which proved to be the last one, be put off until aft-

er the close of the term. This, however, did not

seem practical, and his cherished hope of being

present could not be realized, So he was missed

in our midst, and will be missed wherever he has

been. His presence, everywhere, was a sweet bene-

diction, scattering good will, warmth, and cheerful-

ness all around.

Eld. Oiler was married to Elizabeth Bonebrake

July 20, 1848. To them were born seven children,—

three sons and four daughters. All are members

of the church, and all are living except Anna, wife

of Bro. S. E. Dubbel, who passed over some years

ago. Joseph J., Jesse R, Rebecca Stull, Susan

Rohrer and sister May, all have their homes in

Waynesboro and near the home of the deceased fa-

ther. John B. is living in New York City. The

family was one of unusual endearments, clustering

around the old homestead, and making it the cen-

ter of attraction, just as all homes should be. In

the death of the father a very dear one has been re-

moved from the circle, yet mother will still be

there, and while mother is there, much of the home

sweetness will remain. May she receive, in this,

the time of her bereavement, a double portion of

affection and sympathy from the children and

friends, and, above all, a fullness of the blessing of

God, who careth for the widow in a way that none

On hearing of the death of Father Oiler, we were

forcibly reminded of a circumstance that happened

on our return from the East. In our ship was a

part of a family, wife and children, coming over to

meet a father that had come over several years be-

fore. As we entered the port at New York and

drew near to the shore, the wife and children were

all on deck and anxiously gazing at the crowd that

had gathered to meet and welcome returning and

coming-home friends. All at once we noticed the

little daughter clap her hands and shout, "There's

papa! papa!" and then, on shore, we saw the wav-

ing of the handkerchief welcoming them towards

him,—because it was papa, and the joy was mutual.

As the father welcomed the wife and children on

their coming to him in his new home, so, methinks,

it must have been when Anna, his darling daugh-

ter, saw her father enter the portal of eternal de-

liverance. A happy, a blessed, meeting in the

home in heaven! It seems hard to lose them from

us here, and we moan and weep, not that we would

have them back, but, rather, because we cannot be
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with them, This is not our home,—our home is in

heaven, and it is a blessed thought that, as death

decreases our family circle here, it is enlarged over

there. .
Dear mother and children, live on,— live peace-

fully, joyfully and godly! Your way is onward,

—

upward. You have entered the ship that will carry

you through. To one after another, the time for

landing will come. On the evergreen shore will be

the dear ones to welcome you home. May we all

get there safely, when the reunion will be complete,

joyful and forevermore! H. B. B.

» HOME AND * FAMILY *

THE CHILDREN.

ton hy Clinrles Dickens and found in. his desk alter his d«

When the lessons and tasks are all ended.

And the school for the day is dismissed,

And the little ones gather around me,

To bid me " good-night " and be kissed;

Oh, the little white arms that encircle

My neck in a tender embrace!

Oh, the smiles that are halos of heaven,

Shedding sunshine and love on my face!

And when they are gone I sit dreaming

Of my childhood, too lovely to last;

Of love that my heart will remember
When it wakes to the pulse of the past,

Ere the world and its wickedness made me
A partner of sorrow and sin,

When the glory of God was about me.

And the glory of gladness within.

And the fountains of feelings will flow,

When 1 think of the paths steep and stony

Where the feet of the dear ones must go.

Of the mountains of sin hanging o'er them

Of the tempest of fate blowing wild;

Oh, there's nothing on earth half so holy

As the innocent heart of a child.

There are idols of hearts and of households,

They are angels of God in disguise,

His sunlight still sleeps in their tresses,

His glory still beams in their eyes;

Oh, those truants from earth and from heaven,

They have made me more manly and mild,

And I know now how Jesus could liken

The kingdom of God to a child.

Seek not a life for the dear ones

All radiant as others have done,

But that life may have just as much shadow
To temper the glare of the sun;

1 would pray God to guard them from evil,

But my prayer would bound back to myself;

Ah! a seraph may pray for a sinner

But a sinner must pray for himself.

The twig is so easily bended,

I have banished the rule and the rod;

I have taught them the goodness of knowledge,

They have taught me the goodness of God,

My heart is a dungeon of darkness,

Where I shnt them from breaking a rule;

My frown is sufficient correction,

My love is the law of the school.

1 shall leave the old house in the autumn
To traverse its threshold no more—

Ah! how I shall sigh for the dear ones

That meet me each morn at the door,

I shall miss the good-nights and the kisses,

And the gush of their innocent glee,

The group on the green and the flowers

That are brought every morning to me.

1 «hall miss them at morn and at evening.

Their songs in the school and the street,

1 shall miss the low hum of their voices,

And the tramp of their delicate feet.

When the lessons and tasks are all ended,

And death says the school is dismissed,

May the little ones gather around me
To bid me " good-night " and be kissed.

SOLOMON A TYPE OF CHRIST.

In Two Parts.—Part Two.
In studying the wisdom of Solomon, as compared

J

v 'th that of Christ, it may well be said that the
ype is merely a shadow of that which is typified:

.

And he spake of trees from the cedar tree which
Lebanon, even unto the hyssop which spring-

all right,

most right'

Solomon

eth out of the wall; he spake also of beasts, and of
fowl, and of creeping things, and of fishes."

We might infer from the above that he could
classify them correctly, and understood the manner
of the growth of different plants, down to the hys-
sop which springeth out of the wall. (Great wis-

dom comprehends and notices small things as well

as the great things of earth.) But could he tell

of that wonderful process which turns materials,

drawn from the ground, into fibre, leaf, delicate

blossom and luscious fruit?

Could he tell of the hidd_en life force, whence it

comes and whither it goes? History does not say,

but Christ knew. He knew the wonderful laws
which would bring the lily into being, and give it

its graceful contour; he could estimate the richness

of the material used in painting it and could appre-

ciate the skill it took to apply the delicate color-

ing He might understanding^ exclaim that "Solo-
mon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of

these."

Solomon might speak of all kinds of animals but

he could not take note of them so carefully that

not a sparrow should fall to the ground without his

notice.

All things were made by Christ " and without

him was not anything made that was made,"
Solomon was very wise in judging his subjects, and
was skillful in finding out the truth of a matter.

Christ knows the thoughts of the heart. Known
unto him are all our ways even from the beginning.

He knows the ability of each one, and the influen-

ces and molding circumstances which have been

thrown around the life of each one, and understands

:nce he is qualified to judge

sly.

derstood the methods of government
which would best bring peace and prosperity to his

subjects. Christ well understands the methods of

governing his kingdom that it may be one of per-

fect peace, and love, and joy, if his subjects will in-

cline their hearts unto his laws. " The peace that

passeth understanding and joy unspeakable" may
possess the heart of each. Amid all the trials and
disappointments of life, they may lay up treasure

that " fadeth not away."

The Lord will so govern the kingdom of the

world that the wicked devices of Satan will be

made to praise him in the end.

Solomon possessed .

" largeness of heart even as

the sand that is on the sea-shore." We may draw

from this that " largeness of heart" and great' wis-

dom go together. " The fear of the Lord is the be-

ginning of wisdom." Job says, that " the fear of

the Lord is to hate evil; " surely if we hate evil it is

because we love the Lord, and John says that " he

that saith he is in the light and hateth his brother

is in darkness even until now."

Solomon loved his subjects so much that their

welfare was his chief concern and the many prov-

erbs he wrote were for the good of mankind.

But what was his love compared with the love of

the Son of God? Possessing boundless wisdom, he

also possessed boundless love, which included his

enemies, for while we were yet in our sins he died

for us.

What could exceed the wisdom that could form-

ulate a plan by which man, willful and disobedient

as he is by nature, could have that nature changed

into the likeness of the Son of God, his sins blotted

out and be drawn unto him?

What could exceed the love that made such a

sacrifice to perfect that plan? Surely the devices

of Satan, that caused man to fall, have only made

the wisdom and love of Christ more manifest.

What shall we say of the fame of this great wis-

dom? The fame of Solomon's wisdom extended

over the then known civilized world, while the

fame of Jesus' wisdom has rung from the lips of

thousands in all parts of the earth. Prophets of

old desired to hear the words of wisdom from Je-

sus' lips. Unlike the fame of Solomon's wisdom, it

will increase until every knee shall bow to him and

every tongue confess him.

Happy are his servants who may sit at his feet

anJ learn of him. If we do not appreciate and use

his privilege, the Qu
adgment against us.

Hygiene, Colo,

FAMILY WORSHIP.

:iNDA STOUFPEK.

It is for the sake of man, and not God, that there
is needed some daily agency to soothe the house-
hold.

The father needs something to gently lift him
away from the burden of daily business. The
mother needs to be soothed from her unceasing
toil and trials. The young need that which coun-
teracts the evil which is constantly besetting them.
What is better adapted to lift our souls on high
than to gather around the altar and bring a united
supplication to the Power whose protection and se-

curity is continually extended!

The custom of family prayer knits together the
loose threads of a home, unites its members to the
Fountain Head of our existence. The mind is

thus expanded, the heart softened, passions sub-
dued, and hopes elevated.

There should not be merely a manifested devo-
tion and a bowing of the knee, but the heart-sprung

reverence, arising from the depths of feeling.

Prayers may not be eloquent, but they should be
earnest.

"To say my prayers is not to pray
Unless I mean the words I say,

Unless 1 think lo whom I speak,

And with my Atari his blessing seek.

" If, when at prayer, I dare to smile,

Or play or look about awhile,

Or think vain thoughts the Lord will sec,

And how can he be pleased with me?

" Before my words of prayer are said,

I'll fold my hands and bow my head;

I'll try to think to whom I speak,

And with my heart his blessing seek."

As the Israelites were attended by a pillar and
cloud, so the family, who inquire of the Lord, arc

overshadowed by his love. Who can not read a

psalm, or a few inspired verses, then follow by
kneeling in tender trust, and express praise, thanks-

giving, and petition?

In order to succeed in this religious work, every

effort should be made to interest every (ptember in

the family. It is possible to engage thus and not

be wearisome to any one. The exercises should be

varied, especially where there is a good-sized fami-

ly, The reading 'of the Scriptures should take

turns with each member of the household, It

should be the same way when leading in prayer.

Those who are members should be encouraged to

exercise as the Lord may grant them liberty. Our

sisters are too negligent in this. Then, sometimes,

a short song is good. Giving a Bible story, in sim-

ple form, greatly interests children. Repeating

the Lord's Prayer in concert is good, occasionally.

Long prayers should be avoided, or children will

become restless.

In order that family worship may exert a good

influence, the daily lives of the parents should be

in accordance therewith, Children need not arrive

at the years of accountability before they can see

their parents' weakness. Ah! that unguarded word,

or even look, has a lamentable influence!

Pittsburg, Ohio.

--—* CORRESPONDENCE *-*-

From the Duncansvllle Church, Pa.

Bro. Levi F. Holsjngbr from Waterside, Pa.,

came to the Lamersville church on Saturday even-

ing, Jan. 30, and continued meetings each even-

ing and on Sundays until Feb. 7, preaching elev-

en soul-cheering sermons. Our elder, J. A. Sell,

then continued the meetings one more week, tak-
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ing for his theme the history of Joseph, intendad

principally for the young people, but in the ap-

plication older ones were not excluded. Bro. Sell

knows how to talk upon such subjects. Though

no one was added to the church, this was not the

fault of the preaching, as the Brethren made strong

appeals to the unconverted. Bro. J. A. Sell begins

a series of meetings in the Carson Valley house on

Sunday, Feb. 21.

The Lord has blessed us so far with a very pleas-

ant winter. We have had good sledding for two

weeks or more. The mercury has only been a

few times below zero. D. S. Replogle.

McKee's Gap, Pa., Feb ij.

From the Carthage Church, Mo.

Feu. 18 the Carthage church met in quarterly

council. All business passed off pleasantly. Some

very important business came before the church.

Bro. Christian Holderman, of the Spring River

church, was with us. The church decided to call a

brother to the office of deacon. The lot fell on

Bro. Thomas Betehener, who was duly installed in

a solemn and impressive manner. The writer was

appointed as agent for the Messenger.

This church was organized May I, 1893, with a

membership of thirty-five. Since that time twelve

have been baptized, twenty-three received by letter,

fourteen letters granted and six members disowned,

leaving a membership of fifty at the present time.

In all this time there has not been a death in this

church. We should feel thankful" to the Lord that

he has been so merciful in sparing our lives. When
we look around us in this beautiful city, and see

how many are called away by death, we are made
to wonder why the Lord has spared our lives, in

preference to many that have gone the way of all

the earth. Noah Oren.

Feb. 22.

Death of Eld. Samuel Raymon.

Feb. 17, 1897, at 6 o'clock in the morning, one of

our most prominent citizens, residing near Berlin,

Somerset Co., Pa., peacefully passed away, aged

fifty-five years, ten months and twenty days. His

wife is a daughter of the late Eld. George Schrock

and a sister to Eld. Wm. G. Schrock. He leaves a

wife and four children.

Bro. Raymon identified himself with the church

when young and served in the ministry a number of

years. He was promoted to the eldership about

three years prior to his death, He was well versed

in the Scriptures, and stable in all his ways. He
was a man of unflinching integrity and uprightness

of purpose, and of sound discretion. He also

showed himself a patron of good works, in doc-

trine, sincerity and sound speech.

In the death of Bro. Raymon the church lost one
of her strong pillars, the community one of her
best citizens, the wife an affectionate husband, the
children a kind and loving father. He was buried
Feb. 18, in the Schrock church cemetery, in the

presence of a large concourse of sympathizing
friends. Funeral services by the writer and Eld.

Valentine Blough. Silas Hoover.
Feb, 22.

our present place of meeting is on a car-line that

gives us very poor service, and our house is very

small, we have not succeeded in getting as many
out as we would wish to.

We had no additions to the church, but we feel

confident there are some who are seriously count-

ing the cost. The brethren of our building com-

mittee are making an extra effort to raise money

by donations throughout our beloved Brotherhood,

by sending out circulars, properly signed. Every

one who heeds the pleading of the members in

Denver, is but lending to the Lord.

Bro. Larick moves to Longmont this week, and

so leaves our elder alone, and as he lives twenty-

five miles southeast of Denver, we are greatly in

need of a resident minister. Who will come to our

aid? Bertha E. Buckwalter.

Villa Park, Co'o., Feb. 20.

From the Slate Creek Church, Kans.

All bu

; disposed of

nquire 1

We met in quarterly >

ness before the meeting

tian spirit. A committee wa

to the wants, and supply the needs, of our minis-

ters. Two members were received by letter. The
church decided to have a love feast May 12, com-

mencing at 2 P. M. Eld. Wise is to represent our

church in District Meeting. We send three que-

ries to District Meeting.

The church met again in special council Feb, 20.

Elders Enoch Eby and T. G. Winey, of Booth,

Kans., were with us. Bro. Eby was Moderator.

We had a good meeting; everything was disposed

of to the satisfaction of the church.

Bro. Simon Pippinger's wifi

office, as she was not present

was installed as a deacon,—some time ago. One
member was received by letter, and two letters

granted. The members seemed much built up and
encouraged by the many good lessons received

from the Brethren. They preached four very in-

teresting sermons during their stay with us.

Eld. Wise, with the other two brethren, was
called to the sick-bed of sister Just, who recently

joined the church. She was anointed by the eld-

ers. We are having a very interesting Sunday
school, with Bro. J. M. Obenchain as Superintend-

ent. Bro. T. N. Miller, recently from Virginia, is

teaching a very interesting singing class of about

sixty members in our church. J. B. Thompson.
Conway Springs, Kans., Feb, 22.

From the Mountain View Church, Denver, Colo.

The Lord's work is moving on steadily in this

place. We are trying, by the help of God, and by
the prayers of the dear brethren and sisters of this

place, and, we trust, of the entire Brotherhood, to
raise the war cry of the blood-stained banner of

our blessed Savior.

We have just closed a series of meetings, con-
ducted by our elder and Bro. Larick. Bro. D. H.
Weaver, of Longmont, gave us three soul-cheering
sermons, and Bro. Snowberger (of the same place)
dealt out the Word to us one evening. In all we
had ten sermons.—just enough to create an inter-

est, and some inquiry.

We find a great many people in this great City
(of over one hundred thousand souls) that are very
favorable to the doctrine of the Brethren, but as

received into

1 her husband

Sweet Manna.

Just now I have finished reading the ever-wel-

come Gospel Messenger. It is, indeed, sweet

manna to the soul that is always hungry for the

Bread of Life. When I read the many good arti-

cles, how it strengthens me in the faith! I am
much interested in the glorious news that it brings

from the whole Brotherhood. It tells of the great

work that is being done by our beloved minister-

ing brethren, preaching the Gospel and converting

precious souls to Christ.

We have an evergreen Sunday school and meet-
ing every Lord's Day, and yet how anxiously we
await the Messenger! It is, indeed, sweet manna
to our soulsl What must it be to the dear, isolated

ones! Oh, that the good Lord would speed the

day, when it will fly on wings of love to every
family and all isolated ones in the Brotherhood,
and stimulate us to live nobler and holier lives,

and encourage us to become more zealous workers
in the great missionary cause! Lucv Myers,

Fredonia, Kans.

From the Eel River Church, Ind.

Jan. 16 the Eel River church met in coun<
Much business came up before the meeting, which,
we trust, was disposed of satisfactorily. Bro. Wm.
F. Neal was chosen as delegate to District Meet-
ing. Sunday school Superintendents were elected
for the three schools of the Eel River congrega-
tion. Bro. George Mishler and wife were chosen

at the east school. Bro. E. Leckrone and sister

Orpha Funk were chosen for the west house, and

Bro. Wm. F. Neal and the writer for the middle

house. This church has under contemplation the

building of a new meetinghouse this summer, of

which the material is nearly all on the ground.

Jan. 30 Bro. L. T. Holsinger, of the Manchester

church, came to us to conduct a series of meetings.

He preached, in all, twenty-six sermons, including

one funeral sermon. Two were baptized, and one

more is to be baptized next Sunday. Our brother

labored hard while with us, although his health was

not so good, being somewhat afflicted with la

grippe. He shunned not to declare the whole coun-

sel of God. It seems to us that it takes hard work

to get people into the church. Men and women of

intelligence,—even those who have learned and

known the truth, as it is in Christ Jesus, almost from

childhood, still procrastinate. C. C. Arnold.

Feb. 20.

Notes x from x our x Correspondents.

North Webstw, Ind.—Last night closed a very

interesting series of meetings in the Tippecanoe

church. Kosciusko Co., Ind. The meetings began

Feb. 7 and closed Feb. 24. Bro. P. S. Stuckman, of

Nappanee, did the preaching. One was received

by baptism. We have one applicant and others

are near the kingdom.

—

Daniel Rothenberger, Feb. 25

Staunton, Va.—Bro. H. C. Early came to us Sat-

urday, Feb. 21, and gave us three good sermons.

The members, as well as others, seem much en-

couraged. May the influence of these few meet-

ings do much to further the work at this place!

O, that those, who are not interested in city mission

work, could be aroused! Brethren, pray for us!

—

Martfia Click, Feb. 23,

Jeffersonville, Ohio.—Bro. D. L. Miller reached

us Feb. 10, and gave us two Bible Land Talks.

He also preached three sermons. By request he

preached one sermon on baptism, and aroused an

interest that never will be forgotten. Although

we had no accessions, we pray that those impressed

will not be satisfied till they have complied with the

requirements of the Lord.— W. N. Dolby, Feb 22.

Eel River Church, Ind.— Bro. L. T. Holsinger,

of North Manchester, Ind., came to us Jan. 29, and

continued laboring for us till Feb. 17. Bro. Hol-

singer preached the Word with power and earnest-

ness. Three were received into the church. Three

funerals took place during these meetings. Many
hearts were made to mourn, yet we have much to

be thankful for.

—

Samuel Leckrone, North Manchester,

Ind., Feb. 24.

Yellow Creek Congregation, Ind.—Our series of

meetings closed on Thursday, Feb. 18. Eld Dan-

iel Snell, of Sidney, Ind., began preaching Jan. 28,

and continued until the above date. Bro. Snell

does not hesitate to declare the whole counsel of

God. Seven precious souls were made willing to

unite with the people of God. Others were almost

persuaded to follow after righteousness, — /. S.

,Feb.

Fostoria, Ohio. — Our series of meetings will

commence Feb. 24. Bro. J. H. Miller, of, Goshen,

Fnd., will do the preaching. While this is a new

mission point, we are glad to note the increased in-

terest in the work. Some are near the kingdom and

others are thinking seriously. We are in need of

a resident minister, who is able for city work.

May the Lord send more laborers into the field!—

Addie F. Kaylor, Feb. iq.

Sterling, 111. — The Sterling church has just

closed a two weeks' series of meeetings, conducted

by Bro, Franklin Myers, of Mt. Carroll, 111. Our

meetings were interesting and profitable, but we had

no additions. Many of the surrounding churches

were in the midst of revival meetings. This, to-

uch sickness, greatly interfered witl'

Good seed was sown, however,

which the Lord will reap in his own good time.-"

P. R. Keltner, Feb. 21.

gethe:
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Yellow Creek Church, Ind.—I began a series of

meetings Feb. 28, which closed last night. We had

large crowds and good interest all through the

meetings. As an immediate result seven precious

souls were received by baptism, with others seem-

ingly near the kingdom. We found here many
members, both old and young, that

the cause, which always insui

meetings.

—

Daniel Snell, Sidney, Ind., Fib. ig,

Ingram Church, Okla. T.-We have just closed

a very interesting series of meetings, conducted by

Bro. A. L. Gorham, of the Paradise Pnirie church,

Okla. T. He preached ten very instructive ser-

mons. Two were added to the church,—a man and

his wife. The church feels greatly encouraged.

Bro. Gorham also officiated at two funerals. Our
beloved elder, J. Appleman, was with us at the be-

ginning, preached three sermons, and conducted

our council.

—

Lizzie Forney, Feb, 2y.-

Black Swamp Church, Ohio, — We have just

closed an interesting series of meetings. Bro. C.

A. Wilkins, of Harrod, Ohio, commenced meet-

ings Feb. 6, and closed Feb. 17, preaching, in all,

eighteen sermons full of Gospel truths. He gave

us many good instructions, which, I hope, will not

be in vain. Owing to the favorable weather, the

attendance was good. While there were no imme-
diate accessions, we know that many are near the

kingdom.

—

Catharine Garntr, Feb. 20.

Blue River Church, Ind.—Bro. Daniel Wysong,
of Nappanee, Ind., came to us Jan. 19 and com-
menced a series of meetings, which he continued un-

til Feb 8, with good congregations and good inter-

est, considering the extremely cold weather, The
meetings closed with six added to our number by
confession and baptism, and one yet to be baptized.

We had a good meeting. Bro. Wysong did his

work well. He wielded the Sword of the Spirit

with skill.

—

C. K. Zumbrun, Merriam, Ind., Feb. 22.

Wichita, Kans.—Bro. W. B. Sell just closed a

very profitable series of meetings at this place,

commencing Jan. 9, and continuing until Feb. 7.

Thirteen dear souls were received by baptism and
two restored to fellowship. Others were made
to realize their condition. We met in quarterly

council Feb. 13. All business passed off in a pleas-

ant manner. We decided to hold our love feast

May 15. The members were much encouraged
over the good work done here.

—

Katie Highbarger,

F.b 21.

Little Swatara Church, Pa.—This church has

just closed an interesting series of meetings, con-

ducted by Bro. H. E. Light, of Lancaster Co., Pa.

He came to us Feb. 6, and was with us, until Feb.

21, delivering, in all, seventeen sermons. Many
hearts were touched. The members are much edi-

fied and awakened to a fuller sense of their duty.

Nine were made to feel the need of following Je-
sus and were baptized. We have a good reason to

believe that others are almost persuaded.

—

Geo. E.
Keeney, Rehrersburg, Pa., Feb. 22.

Falling Spring Church, Pa.— Bro. John Stamy,
of Cumberland County, Pa., came to the Mount Zi-

on churchhouse Feb, 13, on a mission of love. He
preached seven able discourses. These services

were largely attended. Bro. Stamy gained many
friends while among us. Although there were no
immediate results, we know that the efforts have
not been in vain. Our brother spoke very encour-
agingly to the young members, and urged those out-
side of the fold to remember their Creator in the
days of their youth.—haac Riddlesberger, Feb. 22.

Kansas City, Mo.—The meetings last reported
as being held at Atchison, closed there Feb. 10,

mth one addition. We continued meetings in the
Penitentiary Feb. 12 to 15, with most happy results.

Meetings are now going on in Kansas City. I have
been here now seven days. Six dear souls have
united by confession and baptism, and others say
Jney are coming, At each of the last four services
there have been confessions, which gives rich prom-
1Se to Progress in the good work. The meetings
are to continue indefinitely and close with a love
feast._c C, Root, Feb. 22.

'

THE GOSPEL 3yLESSE3STC3-EE,.

Ash Grove Church, Ohio.—Feb. 13 Bro. Henry
Baker, of Baker, Ohio, came to us and preached
eleven interesting sermons. The congregations
were not large, but the interest was good. Rainy
weather and bad roads were against us. We feel

the church has received strength and
to more earnest work in the future. C

soul came out on the Lord's side and demanded
baptism, but was hindered by her fath

thought she was too young, though she is almost
fourteen years of age. Others were almost per-
suaded to come.—F. P. Cordier, Celina, Ohio, Feb,

2.1-

Pleasant Hill, W. Va — Bro. I. O. Thompson, of
Kearney, Md„ came to White Oak Springs Feb.

20, and preached three soul-cheering

which, we think, made good impression

minds of the people. We would be glad to have
ministering brethren from other congregations pass
this way and give us some meetings. Eld. W. T.

Sines will preach for us on the third Sunday in

March, at 3 P. M. Eld. Sines is

County, W. Va., at this time, holdin;

meetings. There is a great deal of

this section at present,—mostly la grippe.—Samuel
M. Wilhelm, Feb. 22.

Maple Grove Church, Johnson Co., Kans.—Feb.
7 Bro. I. L. Hoover, of Alfred, Kans., commenced
a series of meetings and delivered twenty sermons
to good and attentive congregations. While we
cannot report any additions, much good was done,
and we hope to reap a good harvest from the seed
sown. Feb. 20 was our quarterly council. Consid-

erable business came before the meeting, but all

was disposed of in about two hours. Brethren I.

H. and H. F. Crist were elected delegates to Dis-

trict Meeting. Bro. J. O. Younce was re-elected

Sunday school Superintendent. We are having our
first evergreen Sunday school, and it has been a

success.

—

Ida Ctist Younce, Feb. 2J.

Upper, Cumberland Co., Pa.—Our home minis-

ter, Bro. Samuel M. Stouffer, commenced a series

of meetings Feb. 7, and continued till Feb. 21. He
vhich were great-

's?

gave us seventeen good
ly enjoyed by all. The attend;

were very good. One precious

into church fellowship by bapt

are to be received in the future,

others almost persuaded to cor

God help them to

meeting:

oul

There are many
: to Jesus. May

We feel sorry .that the

feel strengthened

encouraged to go on in the good work which is be-

fore us. We feel that the good seed sown may yet

bring forth fruit for the Master's use.

—

Mrs. Tesiie

Sollenberger, Feb. 22.

Yale, Iowa. — A call came from the Harlan

church, Shelby County, Iowa, for help in the minis-

try. The plea was made, " You have so many min-

isters in the Coon River Church, why could not

one of you come and help us where we are virtual-

ly left without a minister?" Wife and I thought

over it. The first thought was, " How can we leave

our pleasant home and our children that are living

around us?" But the Spirit seemed to say, "Go."
Our mind is now made up. Our household goods

are packed, ready to ship. In a few days more we
will be in our new field of labor, where we expect

to labor to get the members on such a footing, as to

be able to take care of themselves.

—

Jos. L. Myers,

F,b. 24..

Nappanee, Ind.—Feb. 21 closed an interesting

series of meetings, of three weeks' duration, in the

Nappanee meetinghouse, Turkey Creek congrega-

gation. One of our home ministers, Bro. J. C.

Murray, of Nappanee, conducted the meetings,

preaching, in all, twenty-five soul-cheering ser-

mons to a crowded house of attentive hearers.

The weather was favorable and roads good, most
of the time. By the earnest prayers and sermons

preached, seventeen precious souls were made
willing to come out on the Lord's side. Fifteen

were received into the fold by baptism, and two

applicants are yet awaiting baptism. The meet-

ings closed with a good interest, and a number are

almost persuaded,

—

L, D. Ulery, Feb. 22.

Appanoose Church, Kans.—We have just closed
a very interesting series of meetings, conducted by
Bro. C. H. Brown, of Navarre. He delivered, in
all, nineteen sermons, and gave one address to the
children. A number of social meetings were held at
the Brethren's houses in the afternoons. We had
good attendance at all our meetings, considering
the unfavorable weather and bad roads. Although
we cannot report any additions to the church, we
feel that much good has been done through our
brother's untiring zeal. Our meetings closed too
soon, on account of the unfavorable weather and
bad roads. We have the promise of Bro. Brown to
come again next fall, and give us some more meet-
ings. Our brother gave us one missionary sermon,
after which a collection was taken, amounting to
S25, for missionary purposes.—Mary C. Kinzie, Cen-
tropolis, Kans., Feb, 23.

Lanark, 111.—The church at this place is moving
along pleasantly. On Thursday evening, Feb. 11,
we had a brief council, at which it was decided to
elect two deacons. The Scriptures, setting forth
the qualifications of deacons, was read and some
comments made. After setting Saturday, Feb. 20,
as the date for holding the election, and instruct,

ing the members to prayerfully consider the mat-
ter, without electioneering, all went quietly to
their homes. The council, Feb. 20, was conducted
by Eld. J. H. Moore, assisted by elders Henry
Martin, David Rowland and William Eisenbisc.
As a result of the election, brtthren Alpha Eck-
man and Daniel Stitzel were chosen to the office of
deacon. They were installed in a very solemn
and impressive manner. We pray the blessing of

the Lord to rest upon them. We believe it a good
plan to have the church know of an election a few
days before it is held. Bro. Moore remained with

us over Sunday and preached to us morning and
evening.—/. Bennett Trout, Feb, 25.

Shideler, Ind.— Feb, 15 I left home to assist the

Brethren in a series of meetings at WilliamSport,

Ind. Bro. D. M. Brubaker had begun the meet-

ings on the evening of the 6th. I was with them
four evenings. The meetings were growing in in-

terest. - One had made application tor church mem-
bership. Feb. 18 they held a church council, at

which everything passed off pleasantly. They de-

cided to hold a Communion May 8, at 3 P. M.
Bro. D. M. Brubaker, wife and daughter presented

letters of membership. Bro. Brubaker is a minis-

ter in the second degree. He was located here by

the Mission Board of our State District. He
moved to th's place from Ohio, the latter part of

November. He was appointed Messenger cor-

respondent and agent, f left the Brethren here

Feb. 19, with the meetings still continuing. May
there be much good done! 1 pieached at Eugene

on the evening of Feb. 19 and returned home the

20th. One was baptized in the home church Feb.

21. Bro. Henry Frantz will be with us Feb. 27 to

assist in a series of meetings.

—

Geo. L. Sludehakcr,

Feb 22.

Sidney, Ind.— I went to Fort Wayne on Satur-

day, Feb. 20, to fill my first appointment in that city.

This is a mission point of the Northern and Middle

Districts of Indiana. I received a hearty welcome

by the zealous little band of about twenty mem-

bers. They have rented a neat hall in a good lo-

cation in the city, easily accessible to all parts of

the city by street-car line.- We met on Sunday

morning at 9: 30, and organized the first Brethren

Sunday school ever held in the city. It will be

known as the " Fort Wayne City Mission School."

Services will be each Sunday as follows: Sunday

school at 9:30 A. M.; preaching service, 10:30 A.

M., and 7: 30 P. M. Prayer meeting will be held

each Thursday evening at 7: 30. I have been se-

lected by the Mission Boards to fill the appoint-

ments the first and second Sunday of each month,

for six months. The alternate Sundays will be

filled by Bro. J. Ahner, who is permanently located

in the city. We earnestly ask the prayers of all

those that have the missionary cause at heart, in

behalf of the work at this place.—Daniel Snell,

Feb. 22.
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Blue Creek Church, Ind. -We met

in regular quarterly council Feb. 13.

presided over by our elder, Samuel

Neher. AH business was agreeably ad-

justed. We chose a delegate to Dis-

trict Meeting. The lot fell on Bro. L.

Huber, A correspondent was also

chosen. We granted letters to Broth-

er and Sister Fink, who will soon go

to new fields of labor. We regret to

part with them, but hope the Lord

will bless them and their labors!-/7.

Oswalt, Berne, Ind.

Burr Oak, Kans —The church mei

in quarterly council Feb. 13. Consid-

erable business came before the meet-

ing, some of which was deferred for

the present. Brethren D. Bowman and

A. Daggett were chosen to represent

us at District Meeting. Bro. Jarboe

began a series of meetings, but, after

preaching four interesting sermons,

was called home by sickness in his

family. Bro Jarboe not only preached

each evening, but visited during the

day. The Sisters' Benevolent Society

of this place is still doing what it can

for the cause of Christ.—Emma J. Mod-

iin, Fed. i£.

MINISTERIAL PROGRAMS.

California and Arizona.

The following is Ibe program of ihe Minis

tcrial Meeting of the California and Arizon

District, to be held at 234-236 Hancock Stree

Los Angeles, Cal., March 24:

1., de<

ami organization.

First Topic— \\ A. M.

I. Wbatarethe Necessary Qualifications of

a Minister to Hold a Growing Interest in his

Congregation?—Eld. C. S. Holsinger.

3. What are the Hindrances and how Best

Overcome?—D. A. Norcross.

Eld. J. W. Metzger, alternate,

Stcond Topic—1 P. M.

1. How to Present the Word of God so as to

Win those who Practice only a Part of the

Truth.—Geo. F. Cbamberlen,

2. Pulpit Decorum.—S. C. Urey.

Eld. I. M.Gibbel, alternate.

Third Topi, -1
; 45 P- M., A True Revival.

1. The Work of the Church and Minister be-

fore.— 13. F. Masterson.

2. During and After.—Eld. I. D. Parker.

S. G. Lehmer, alternate.

Fourth Topic—z. 30 P. M.
1. How can we best Promote the Spiritual

Growth of Young Members?— Eld. J. S. Moh-

2. How to Strengthen their Attachment to

the Church.— Eld. Wm. J. Thomas.
Eld. P. A. Moore, alternate.

Fifth Topic-y, 15 P. M..A Consecrated Min-
istry and Membership,

i. The Importance Of.— Eld. P. S. Myers.
2. How Secured.— Eld. Joseph Trostle.

Eld. J. S. Flory, alternate.

Evening Session—7 o'clock.

, Closing Ex i, 8 P. M.

->OUR * BOOK x TABLE -*-

The Holy Spirit. The Paraclete. A study
of the work of the Holy Spirit in man. By
John Robson, D. D., Aberdeen, Scotland. Cloth,

i2mo, 262 pages, Sl.50. New York: Funk &
W agnails Company.
The need of always studying the work of the

Spirit in conjunction with the work of Christ—
the two Paracletes appointed for man's salva-
tion—and of looking to the basis of the redeem-
ing work of the Spirit in his creative work, are
the main topics taken up in this book. Tbe
author was led to a particular study of his
theme and hence to the writing of the volume,
by many, to him, unsolved questions (notwith-
standing his having carefully studied many
other volumes on the Holy Spirit), namely;
Were the apostles born of the Spirit before the
Spirit was given at Pentecost? How is tbe in-

spiration of the writers of the Bible to be rec-

onciled with the imperfections and even

of their lives? in modern limes, bon is it

we see so many converted men doing so

Christian work; while, cm the other band

occasionally see a blessing on the work of

whose lives show that they arc not convei

In tbe work of the Spirit in Christ he seemed

to find the solution of these and other prob'

lems. This book may be ordered from ihe

tonic

Hero Tales from Satred Story. This is the

attractive and self-explanatory title of a new
book by Dr. Louis Atbcri Banks, to be pub-

lished
t
by Funk St Wagnalls Company, New

York, in the early spring. All who are famil-

iar with the Bible know of its wealth of hero

tales. Dr. Louis Albert Banks makes the stal-

wart characters of the Bible both from the Old

and New Testaments live again before the

reader's vision.

The old miracle of Ezekiel in the Valley of

Dry Bones is recnacted. Characters that we
have heard and read about until they were life-

less skeletons take on flesh and beauty, and
breathe and speak and do heroic deeds before

us until wc wonder if we ever heard tbe story

One cannot imagine a better book to put in-

to the hands of a young man or young woman
than this.

If any have had an idea that the Bible was

an uninteresting volume, he will be forever

cured after he has been brought under the

spell of these fascinating chapters. The book

will be richly illustrated.

Reading /'*" Leisure Moments. H. L. Hast-

ngs, Boston, Mass., publishers. A paper-

bound volume of 3S2 pages, price, 50 cents.

Mr. Hastings is giving the public a good deal

of exceedingly spiritual reading, and this vol-

ume, among the rest, will prove of great value.

It is made up of aboit two hundred short com-

munications, treating various subjects in a way
that will prove very beneficial. Any commu-

ation in the book maybe read in a few min-

5, and it is therefore a splendid volume to

ays have handy for a moment's leisure.

Faith ami Self-surrender, a very handsome
little volume, cloth-bound, large, clear print,

price, 50 cents, The MacMillan Company, pub-

lishers, New York. It treats the question of

faith In a very instructive manner,—first, faith

:gin, then a surrender, then tbe fulfillment,

then the personal hope of the ideal of a

spiritual life.

-MATRIMONIAL-

myers—GIPE—At Ihe residence of ihe

officiating minister, Feb. i8, 1897, Mr. Jacob

W. Myers and Miss Minnie Grace Gipe, both
of Franklin County, Pa. Wm. A. Anthony.

FALLEN * ASLEEP . .

.

LEH MANN.—Four miles northwest of Che-

la, McLean Co., 111., at her son-in-law's, Feb.

1807, sister Lebmann, aged 75 years and 13

tys. Sister Lehmann was born in Germany,
n. 26, 1822. She came to America in 1871,

as baptized in 1876, and lived a faithful Chris-

in life till death called her to a better land.

One week before she died she called for the

Brethren, that she might once more partake of

the broken body and shed blood of our Lord
and Savior, and be anointed with oil in the
name of the Lord. After this was done she
told me she was now ready to meet her Lord.
Her husband died eleven years ago last De-
cember. Sister Lehmann raised a family of

ten children,— five boys and five girls. All

were present at the funeral but one, who is in

Colorado. Funeral services at the house by
the writer, assisted by Bro. John F. Shullz,

from Rev. 14: 13. Henry J. Forney.

BAKER.— In the Manassas congregation,

Va., Feb. 6, 1897, of pneumonia, Daniel T.
Baker, aged 26 years, 3 months and 2 days.

He was the only son of Brother and Sister Jo-
seph T. Baker. The deceased leaves a wife

and child. His remains were interred in the
cemetery at the Valley church. Funeral dis

course from Judges 3: 20, by Bro. M. G. Early

J. F. Britton.

GRIM.-Near Abhottstown, Pa., Jan. 24.

1807, Bro. Joseph Grim, aged about 94 years.

Services at tbe Miimmert meetinghouse by

Bro. Moses Mummcrt and D, H. Baker.

Mary K. Baker.

SHl'TT. — In the Sugar Creek church,

Holmes Co., Ohio, Dec. 25, 1806, of diphtberet-

ic croup, Arthur Welton, only child of Bro.

William and Sister Annie Shutt, aged 4 years,

8 months and 27 days. Funeral services by
brethren F. B. Weimer and Reuben Shroyer

from 1 Kings 4: 26. H. M. Shutt.

BOSSERMAN.— In East Berlin, Pa., Feb. 6,

1897, Sister Susannah Bosserman, aged 74
years, 7 months and 14 days. Deceased was

an extreme sufferer for about six years. Serv-

ices at the Mummen meetinghouse by Eld.

Peter Brown and D H. Baker.

Mary K. Baker.

BROWN.— In the Lick Creek church, near

Bryan, Williams Co , Ohio, Feb. 14, 1897, of di-

abetes, Bro. Jacob Brown, aged 47 years, 6

months and 25 days. Deceased was born July

19, 1849. March 15, 1876, he was united in

marriage to Ellen Cotterman. To this union

were born seven children, all living. He unit-

ed with tbe church twenty years ago, and

served in the office of deacon for about eight-

een years. Bro. Jacob was as well as usual

until a week before his death, when he heard

the sad news of the death of his oldest brother,

Abner, who had tbe misfortune of being thrown

from a sled, resulting in injuries from which he

died. He began to grow worse and died with-

in one week after the death of his brother. He
leaves a dear companion (a sister), seven chil-

dren, an aged mother and other relatives. The
funeral occasion was improved by Eld. Jere-

miah Gump, assisted by C. Krabill, from 1

Sam. 20: 18. G. W. Sellers.

BROWN.—At his home, near Montpelier,

Williams Co., Ohio, Feb. 8, 1897, Abner K.

Brown, aged 58 years, 5 months and 28 days.

He was the oldest of Eld. Jacob Brown's fami-

ly, now deceased. He was born in Hancock
County, Ohio, Aug. 1, 1838. Afterwards his

parents moved to W illiams County, Ohio.

Jan. 1, 1861, deceased was married to Amanda
Bolinger, who, with eight children and an aged
mother, one brother, five sisters, and many
friends and neighbors, is left to mourn ber

loss. He was a member of the Progressive

church, and the funeral was preached by D.

Rittenhouse, a minister of that church.

G. W. Sellers.

BERKEY.— In the Quemahoning congrega-

tion, Somerset Co., Pa., Feb. 13, 1897, of paral-

ysis, Bro. Samuel E. Berkey, aged 58 years, 4

ihs and 18 days. He was a deacon in the

thren church for twenty-seven years. Fu-

neral services by brethren D. H. Walker, S. P.

Zimmerman and Samuel Gindlesperger {Men-

LAND1S.—At her home, near Ft. Jefferson,

Darke Co., Ohio, Feb. 18, 1897, alter a linger-

ing illness of thirty-three weeks, Elizabeth,

wife of John Landis, aged 77 years, 2 months
and 4 days. She was born near Union, Mont-

ry Co., Ohio, Dec. 14, 1819. She was
ied Dec. 24, 1844. Five sons and three

daughters survive her. Funeral services by
Daniel M. Garver from Zech. 14: 7, assisted by
Tobias Crider. Interment in the Jefferson

cemetery. L. C. Price.

THOMAS— In the Quemahoning congrega-

tion, Somerset Co., Pa., Feb. 18, 1897, Hobart
Thomas, son of Bro. David and Sister Alice

Thomas, aged 1 month and 8 days. Funeral

services by brethren S. P. Zimmerman and E.

J. Blough.

SANER.—In the Salem church, Montgom-
ery Co., Ohio, Feb. 17, 1897, Sister Elizabeth

Saner, aged 71 years, 1 month and 3 days.

Bro. Saner (her husband) was laid away May
21, 1S06. Funeral services by tbe writer, as-

sisted by Eld. D. Hendrickson, from 1 Thess.

4: 13-1S. JohnH.Brumraugh.

PETERSON.- Near Five Points, Pa., of

heart failure, Emma Peterson, aged 26 years

and 4 months. Deceased was a member of the

M. E. church. Funeral services by the writer.

B. W. Miller.

WAMPLER. — Near Blanco, Pa., Feb. 3,

1S97, Bro. Henry Wampler, aged 64 years, 11

months and 15 days. Deceased was killed in-

stantly by the limb of a tree which he was fell-

ing. Funeral services by the writer, assisted

by L, W. Showers, of the German Reformed
church, B. W. Miller,

WATKINS.—In tbe Cedar Creek church,

Kans., Jan. 24, 1897, Bennie, infant son of Bro.

Lafayette and Sister Mary ]. Watkins, aged 2

years and 24 days. Funeral services by Bro.

E. J. Giffin and Eld. Jesse Studebaker.

Wm. C. Watkins.

BREWER.—Near Creekside, Pa., Mrs. Jen -

e Brewer, aged 30 years. Deceased was a

ember of the Lutheran church. Funeral

rvices by the writer. B. W. Miller.

PETERS.— In the Howard church, Howard
Co., Ind., Feb. 12, 1897, Bro. John W. Peters,

aged 52 years, 8 months and 1 1 days. The de-

ceased leaves a wife and four children. Fu-

neral services by Bro. Jacob Cripe from 1 Cor.

15: 35. O. G. Brukakrr.

HORNER.-In the Abilene church, Kans

,

Feb. 16, 1897, after a long illness caused by

cancer of the liver, Sister Elizabeth, wife of

Benjamin Horner, aged 54 years, 4 months and

7 d?*s. Deceased wasamemberof the church

bout twenty years. Funeral services by

the,writer from Rev. 14: 13. Chas. Shank.

HUBER.—In the Salem church, Frederick

Co., Va,, Feb. 11, 1897, sister Sarah Huber,

71 years, g months and 16 days. Sister

2r was a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jona-

than Foreman, deceased, who lived near the

Brethren church at Waynesboro, Franklin Co.,

Pa. They moved to Virginia September, 1867,

where she lived till death, Sisier Huber was

a consistent member of tbe Brethren church

for thirty-four years. She leaves a husband,

ree sons and two daughters. Funeral serv-

es by Eld. Daniel Baker and the writer.

Samuel Cline.

LEHMAN —In the Brother's Valley congre-

gation, Somerset Co., Pa„ Feb. 13. 1897, John J.

Lehman, infant son of Bro. Uriah and sister

Lizzie Lehman, aged 3 months and 15 days.

Funeral services by tbe writer from Gen. 37:30.

W. G. SCHROCK.

SNYDER.— In New Mexico, Jan. 8, 1897,

friend Fr-ed Snyder, aged 28 years, I month
and 25 days. Deceased was brought home to

Martinsburg, Pa. He leaves a widowed moth-

', two brothers and three sisters. Funeral

rvices conducted by Eld, G. W. Brumbaugh
om Matt. 24:44. J. G. Mock.

MILLER.—Near Menges Mill, Pa., Feb. 4,

97, Bro. John G. Miller, aged 55 years, 7

onths and 24 days. Funeral services at

Roth's church by Eld. Peter Brown and D. H.

Baker. Mary K.Baker.

WALKER.—In the Berlin church, Pa., Feb.

7, 1897, Bro. Josiab Walker, aged 78 years, 5

months and 19 days. Services by Eld. W. G,

Schrock and the writer. D. H. Walker.

WIGFIELD.—At Keuka, Fla., Feb. 9, 1897.

consumption, Sister Mary Wigfield, aged

:arly 62 years. Her husband preceded her

many years, and she was left with five little

daughters to care for and support by her own

industry. About ten years ago she left Penn-

sylvania and came to Florida, where she has

been a very active member of the church and

Sunday school. It can truly be said of her

that she died as she lived. Her home was the

church and the Lord was her God. Funeral

:rvices by the writer, assisted by Eld. E. J.

eher, from 2 Tim. 4: 6. C. D. Hylton.

HORNER— In the Quemahoning church,

Somerset Co., Pa., Feb. 13, 1897, Minnie Mi-

1 Horner, aged 32 years, 7 months and 8

days, The deceased bore her affliction with

mch patience and passed away with rejoicing.

She leaves a husband and three little daugh-

Funeral services by the writer, assisted

by Mr. Hutchison {Lutheran).

E. J. Blough.

KAUFFMAN.—In the Dry Fork church,

Mo., Feb. 17, 1897, Bro. Tobias KaurYman, aged

:ars, 10 months and todays. He was a

stent member of the Brethren church for

thirty-four years. Two children preceded him

)the lea'

id eight children. He was confined to the

>use for about six months. Bro. Kauffman

id chosen Rev. 14: 13 as the text to be used

: his funeral. Services conducted by Bro.

William Harvey. _ Leslie P. Dunning.

ECHARD. — In the Indian Creek church,

Pa., Feb. 7, 1897, Bro. John Echard, aged 85

years, to months and 27 days. He was a mem-

ber of the Brethren church for about sixty-five

years. Funeral services by Bro. F. F. Murry.

istcd by tbe writer, from Job 23: 1.

Wm. N. Bond.
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SHOEMAKER.— In the Berlin congrega-

luDl
Somerset Co.. Pa., Feb. i, 1897, Eva El-

'

:rna infant daughter of Bro. Samuel J. Shoe-

maker, aged 24 days. Interment at the Haug-

., church. Services by the writer.

P. H. Walker.

EUTSEY.—In the Indian Creek church, Pa„

feb. 4, >897. Sister Mary Eutsey, aged 91

years. Deceased was a member of the Breth-

ren church for about thirty years. Funeral

services from 1 Cor. 15: 26, by Bro. F. F, Mur-

y ,
assisted by the writer. Wm. N. Bond.

HOSTETLER. — In the Pleasant Valley

Lhurcb, Ind-.Jan. 27, 1807, Christian Graydon

Hosteller, son of John and Sarah Hostetler,

3 .*ert 4 months and 6 days. Funeral servtjes

by Bro. Benjamin Leer. L. E. Weaver.

ROCKABROCK. — At South Bend, Ind„

7eb. 14, 1897, Michael Rockabrock, aged £6

years and 11 months. Deceased was born in

Lancaster County, Pa., March 13, 1830. When
tbout thirty years of age he came to Ohio,

hence to Indiana. He united with the Brem-

en church in Pennsylvania. Funeral services

)y the writer from John 5: 28.

Jerry Bottofff,

LOCKARD.—Near Union Mills, Mahaska

Co., Iowa, Feb. 15, 1897, James M. Lockard,

[ 61 years, 3 months and 11 days. He
is a wife, six daughters and two sons. He
e from Indiana to Iowa in 1853, and lived

in Mahaska County till his death. Funeral

iervices by th« writer at their home.

S. P. Miller.

MIZER.—In the bounds of the Forest con-

gregation, Richland Co., Wis., Sister Mary
Ann Miser, aged 69 years. Funeral services

e writer from l Cor, 15: 20, She was the

mother of fourteen children, all of whom are

CCECS Q-OSJPIEI-, &LttQS£lJ>iQ3£:£C,
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WINE.—In the Beaver Creek church, Va,

Dec. 24, 1896, Sister Mary Wine, wife of Eld,

Geo. Wine (deceased), aged 76 years, 6 months

and 14 days. Sister Wine lived a peaceabli

tnd quiet life. Funeral services by elders Ja

;ob Thomas and H. G. Miller.

M. B. Miller.

FLOYD.—In the Beaver Creek church, Va.,

Jan. 12, 1897, Sister Magdalene Floyd, ag

s, 11 months and 16 days. Funeral

ices by Bro. H. C. Early. M. B. Mill
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New Brethren Colony,

MOUNT MORRIS,
Morrison County, Minnesota.

JVo Free Lands but the Best Lands i

Minnesota at Lotv JPrices and
on Easy Terms I

Children at Work.—Weekly; well-illustra.

d; contains the Sunday school lesson, with
cplanation, etc., adapted to the understanding
; small children. No better publication can

be found for the little boys and girls of on;
Sunday schools.

profits a

1 and Minneapolis

change, Mlnnoapol

Cincinnati Flyer.

Morion Route and C. H. & D.

I). The (ruin li'iivi-n Clik-Hgo, J

unapollti, in four hours and U

1 Flyer " 1b equipped ^

Doctrinal Outlines

Is a book of 77 closely-printed pages that

growing in favor wherever it is known. It is

work for ministers, Sunday school workers and

others, containing outlines on the folio

Historical, Doctrinal, Missionary, Secret

eties, Homiletics, Revivals, The Sunday School,

The Home.
It 15 highly prized in Smyrna. (See page 41

of Messenger.) Order soon, as the numbei

on hand is limited. Price, paper cover ri

cents; cloth, 35 cents, prepaid.

Brethren's Publishing Co.,

Mt. Morris, III

Eggs and Incubators,

.ATjiEDUCED

PEICES.

Our Publications.

The doApel Messenger.—A large, religion!

weekly,—published in the interest of the Breth-

>r German Baptist church and their only

recognized rburch organ. Price, $1.50 per

The Young Disciple.—An illustrated week
ly for the young. This is one of the most in^

teresting Sunday school papers published, and
should be used in all the schools within reach

iinglo copy, p-r annum

10 copies! to one address, 6 month.',"
.'

'.'.'.'.'.'.

Brethren'* Family Almanac—Every fam-

ily should have this Almanac; complete in ev-

ery way. Price, per copy, 10 cents; special

i to energetic agents.

Brethren's Quarterly.—Prepared for all ad-

aneed classes. It contains the lesson text

and a complete explanation of the lesson

throughout. In preparing this quarterly we
keep constantly in view the needs of the

Brotherhood, and aim to folly adapt it to their

Single subscription, one rear

10 copies and over Hi c

Juvenile Quarterly.—Prepared especially

for the intermediate classes. This is one of the

neatest, and best illustrated quarterlies pub-

lished. The pictures are selected with great

care, and every lesson is illustrated. The little

folks are delighted with it,

Single subscription, per year K
6 copies, per quarter 1

Sunday School Supplies.—We keep any

thing that is used in Sunday school work,

Write us for prices on goods not adver-

tised here,

Leaf Cluster, pictorial chart of t-aob leaiOfi,

Sunday School Reward Cardi.—Our stock

of cards is large and presents a va

in styles and prices so as to pleasi

Please send os a trial order and be

r Designs, v

H25 lA LftQdsoRpe ft

Other Helps.—We are prepared to furnish

Bible Dictionaries, Commentaries, Maps, and

Bibles of every description. Always

before ordering elsewhere.

When ordering cards be sure to g
ber and price as well as the name, so I

may be no mistake.

Brethren's Pu: Co.,

Mount Morris, III,

1897
Brethren's Family Almanac

Our Almanac for 1897 has been greatly en-

larged and well deserves a place in every fam-
ily. Send ten cents for a copy, or, better
yet, send $l,RO for the Gospel Msssbn-

from now to the end of 1807, aud receive

the Almanac

FREE.
BfWe also offer liberal inducements lo

igents who are prepared to push the sale of

the Almanac. Write nst

James T. Quinlan,

Shipping and Commission Merchant

305 S. Charles St., Baltimore, Md.

ter, Kggs, Poultry.Gameanu Fruits, Bpeolal-

Teeter's Commentary.

You shou.d, by all means, have the

New Testament Commentary, because,

1. It is non-sectarian.

2. It is brief and to the point.

3. No effort is made to evade the sense of a

single text, however unpopular.

4. It Is Impartial in its explanation of all

texts, whether doctrinal, practical, or historical.

5. It does nothurden the reader with lengthy

speculative theories.

6. More nctual knowledge may be gained in

a given time of its study, than of others, be-

cause oE its close adherence to the text.

7. Its arrangement Is simple, and easily

comprehended, by even the ordinarily educat-

ed.

8. Its style of language is especially adapt-

ed to the common reader.

9. Seven helps are usually fou-id on each

page to get at the truth, viz.,

(1) The Authorized (or common) Version of

the New Testament.

(2) The Revised Version of the New Testa*

(3) The usual marginal references of the Au-

thfirizud Version following each VCrSC,

(4) The best marginal readings of the Au-

thori/ed Version.

(5) The marginal readings of the Revised

(0) The explanatory notes on the text.

(7) The references in the notes, (a) to other

notes, directly on the subject or in comparison

with it; (b) to other texts, directly on the sub-

ject or in comparison with it

to. It Is a safe book to have in a family ot

Children, because <i) it wilt lead them into the

truth, and (2) keep them out of religious error.

II, The small price asked for it is as nothing

Compared wiih the great good that may be had

from a diligent study of it by all classes of per-

sons. (1) It will impress the unconverted to

heed the bidding of Christ, "Come unto me,"

etc. (2) It will equip the Christian to "give a

reason of the hope that is in " bim. (3) It will

aid the Sunday school worker in the study of

his New Testament lesson. (4) It will furnish

the minister with many subjects among the

notes, sufficiently expanded for the ground-

work of sermons, directly in line with the sense

of the place and text.

The work is In two large volumes. The

print is excellent and the binding the very

best.

Boundlin cloth, per set, • - - %\ 00
Bound in half leather, - - - - 4 50
Bound in morocco, . - - - 5 00

On receipt at price the two volumes will be

sent prepaid to any part of the United States.

Good terms to agents desiring to canvass for

the work. Address:

Brethren's Publishing Co.,

Mount Morris, 111,
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General Immigration Agent,

J South Clark St. Chicago, 111,

Baltimore City Church.

SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN,
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The Doctrine of the Brethren Defended.

We are admonished by the apostle lo give a

eason to every man of the hope that is in us.

Often we are interrogated upon points of

church doctrine on which we cannot give the

desired information, and would be glad to

know just where to get it, " The Doctrine of

the Brethren Defended " contains a complete
xposition of the Faith and Practice of the

Brethren, the Divinity of the Holy Spirit, Im-
ion, Feet-washing, the Lord's Supper, the

Holy Kiss, Non-conformity, Secret Societies,

Price, per copy, cloth binding, $1.25; to

iters, $1.00. Address this office for further

particulars concerning terms to agents.

ALL ABOUT NEBRASKA

illustrated pamphlet has recently been
published by the Chicago, Burlington & Quin-

cy R. R-, giving complete information about

the farm lands of Nebraska. Copies may be
had, without charge, upon application to P. S.

Eustis, General Passenger Agent, Chicago,

4i8

Horns Off!

Ill,- eonliilnf, ..n.mgL Mr

Will keep any length ol

C'lpi „f 7o cents. Agents

Teeter's Commentary

The prices on this popular and

liable Commentary have now been

duced to the following:

Cloth Binding, two volumes, - $4.c

Send for Special Pn

Europe and Bible Lands.

Not all can go to foreign lands and see for

themselves the many interesting sights pre-

sented to the observant traveler. Many have

neither time nor means to spend in that direc-

tion, and yet they would like to know some-

thing about the world at large. To such ive

recommend " Europe and Bible Lands."

With those who are interested in Bible study

this work will always remain a favorite.

Those who have read the ordinary book of

travel will be surprised to find "Europe and

Bible Lands" of thrilling interest for both old

and young. Those who have not yet secured a

copy of the work should embrace this opportu-

nity of securing it. Price, in fine cloth binding,

only $1.25 per copy, post-paid. To agents who

are prepared to push an active canvass of the

work, we are willing to give special induce

ments. Address this office for further parttcn*

IfWe call special 1

passed facilities in procuring for our reader)

any book published, at especially low prices,

In ordering books always give title of book.

author and publisher.

Classified Minutes of Annual Meeting.

Not all the members of our church have

that perfect knowledge of our principles, thai

is so desirable. Others there are who are «eU

acquainted with the church as it exists, but

who would like to know something of her P
aSt

history, as regards her gradual growth and de-

velopment. In fact, all who are interested i»

the welfare of the church, that is so dear to all

of us, should have access to a complete com-

pilation, such as is found in the "Classified

Minutes of Annual Meeting," with the appen-

dix, containing the Minutes up to the yea

1802. We sell this work at only #1.50 for do' 1'

binding. Be sure to send for a copy while i^ c

supply is still on hand. Those who have'"

old edition of the " Classified Minnies,"
<*"

have the "Appendix" in separate blnd.Bf"

only 25 cents. Address this office.
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im and slavery are the two great

:a. A large business is yet carried on in the

: trade. Each year thousands of negroes are

kidnapped and carried into Egypt or Arabia, and

sold. In order to secure and transport these

slaves the destruction of life is shocking. Usually

about two negroes must be killed for every one cap-

tured, and. of those taken away in gangs not one-

half of them live to reach their destination. Thou-
are decoyed from Central Africa, and induced

ibark on steamers, with promise of wages, to

»ork on the coffee plantations of St. Thomas and

: Edward Islands. They are loaded on the

ships like so many cattle, and treated in about the

manner, and reach their destination more
dead than alive. They receive two cents a day with
»nich to feed and clothe themselves. Hard labor,

exposure, lack of food and disappointments cause
them to die off like flies. Then others are sent to
take their places. Thus the horrible traffic goes on,

"hile the civilized nations stand by and make no
attempt to check the terrible evil and destruction
of life.

The liquor traffic has assumed colossal propor-
|!'°ns on the Dark Continent. In 1894 it amounted

« one million dollars in one small portion of

ountry on the western coast. Whole towns are
mi<ie drunk; men, women and children alike having

en led into the drinking habit. The white man—
am« on him-purchases nearly half of the sup-
es

'
ra'sed by the natives, with whiskey. The poor,

[Snorant blacks have acquired, such a taste for rum
'ney W'H give nearly everything that they can
nee for a few gallons of liquor. Even women

s«m ^ m S°M for rum
'
And the business

be on the increase, A few earnest mis-

endeavoring^o lift up the natives, and

lead them to the higher planes of Christianity and

civilization, while thousands from the Christian na-

tions are degrading the masses with rum. This is

one of the darkest pictures known to the world.

Africa has been long known as the Dark Continent,

but this rum business is making it worse than hea-

then darkness. As we look at it, rum is the worst

and most degrading element in the world, and the

man who is engaged in the traffic is encouraging

the sin of all sins. It is humiliating to see the great

nations of earth merely looking on, while their own
citizens are filling their pockets with blood money
taken from the heathens. Well may every devout

Christian pray every day, " Thy kingdom come,"

knowing that when the Master does come, an end

will be speedily put to these and all other evils.

France has just occasion to feel more or less

alarmed, first, on account of her enormous debt,

which now amounts to S 5,000,000.000, or more than

Sr.50 to every man, woman and child in the Repub-

lic, and second, on account of her small and de-

creasing birth rate. In five years her population

has increased only 175,027. The French themselves

are disposed to attribute this small increase to emi-

gration, but the real cause is in the small birth rate,

which is a fraction over twenty-two in a thousand,

while in Austria it is thirty-six, in Prussia, thirty-

seven, and in Sweden, thirty-nine. Our birth rate,

in 1890, was about thirty-one to the thousand. Ger-

many is much higher, and during the last five years

has gained nearly 3,000,000 in population. This

low birth rate makes the outlook for France any-

thing but encouraging. Should it continue, the

downfall of France, as a people and a nation, is on-

ly a matter of time. This might be considered

from a moral standpoint, for it is known that these

people are not disposed to make as much of mar-

riage as their Maker intended, when he made man
and woman, and commanded them to multiply and

replenish the earth, but a religious lesson may be

taught that should greatly concern the Brethren

church. It is altogether probable that we are not

giving the spiritual birth rate among our people the

attention we should. The promise is to our chil-

dren, but thousands of them are not accepting this

promise. They either remain out in the cold world,

or unite with other denominations. This ought not

to be. Our children ought to be raised for the

Lord, and not for the world. We are either not do-

ing our duty in teaching our children as they should

be taught, or else we are not adjusting the doctrine

to their needs. We may not be placing it within

their reach. At least there is something out of ad-

justment along this line, and it is a matter of too

much importance to be ignored. The keeping up

of the church depends upon our solving this prob-

lem. The spiritual birth rate among us is entirely

too small. We must do something

and that soon. It is a matter of as great

tance as any phase of the missionary questio

Not many of our readers, probably, have ever read

of the Fourth of July celebration on the summit of

the grand old Mount Ararat, but such seems to

have taken place a few years ago. This mountain,

it will be remembered, was the landing place of

Noah's ark after the flood. It is an isolated moun-

tain, 17,000 feet high, covered with eternal ice and

snow. A few years ago two young men, from

America, undertook to ride across Europe and Asia

on bicycles. On reaching the base of Ararat they

decided to scale its height. In their perilous ad-

venture they were accompanied by an aged gentle-

man from Austria. They started July 2, accompa-
nied by guides and other helpers. The first night

was spent with the shepherds, high up the mountain
side, where pasture is found in abundance. The
next day, after reaching the snow belt, the three

men left their guides, and continued their journey

alone. They slept that night beneath an overhang-

ing rock, and on the morning of the Fourth com-
menced one of the most reckless mountain accents

on record. They were daring men and knew no
danger. After a terrible struggle, which nearly

completely wore them out, they reached the sum-
mit shortly after noon, and had the pleasure of

standing upon the top of Mount Ararat, with greal

fields of ice and snow all around and beneath them.

They had a grand view of the valleys below. One
of the young men unfurled an American Hag and

waved it high in the air, while they all made their

usual Fourth of July demonstrations, for they said

they were celebrating the Fourth of July on the top

of thr mountain where once rested Noah's ark. A
terrible storm broke upon them, the atmosphere

was below freezing, sleet and snow cut their faces,

their limbs began to grow numb, and their only

hope was to undertake the descent. This proved,

in many instances, exceedingly dangerous, but they

reached the base of the mountain the next day, and

now have the pleasure of saying that, while Noah
was the only man who ever had the pleasure of an-

choring his vessel on the mountain top, they arc the

nnly men who have had the good fortune to cele-

brate the Fourth of July upon the top of Mount
Ararat.

It is not easy to understand how people should

have lived to the great age ascribed to the ancient

patriarchs, but such was the case. Many of them

were 800 years old and past. We are now inclined

to look upon 80 and even 70 years as being a long

period to spend in this world. Vet there are prob-

ably hundreds of persons, now living, who have

passed the one-hundredth milestone of life. The

Virginia Medical Monthly, Richmond, Va.
p

is said to

contain the names and addresses of 232 persons

who have died within the past century, at the age

of one hundred years and over. Of these, fifty

reached over no years, six, over 120, and four, 130

years. One lived to be over 140 years old. We
have the name of Henry Jenkins, of London, who

lived to the age of 170. Cugna de Numas, of Ben-

gal, died in 1556, at the ripe old age of 370 years.

These statements go to show that even in these

modern times some people live to be quite old. In

this town we have a woman, Aunt Katie Rice, who

is nearly one hundred years old. She attributes her

long life to the fact that she never disobeyed her

parents. It would be well if all people could look

back over childhood and say as much. It is alto-

gether certain that, if we would all obey the Lord

as we should, he would give us many more years in

Thb Eastern problem, as it relates to Crete,

Greece and Turkey, seems no nearer a settlement

than a few weeks ago. Greece persists in her pur-

pose to annex Crete, maintaining that, if the is-

land is left to the control of Turkey, the Moham-

medans will massacre all the Christians, or drive

them from the place. The powers are insisting on

Greece withdrawing her troops, while the people of

England are protesting against such a course, be-

lieving that Crete should be wrested from Turkey.

Respecting this course intense excitement still con-

tinues in England, France, Germany and other

European countries,
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IS IT NOT WONDERFUL?

SELECTED BV LUCINDA HOI.LINGHR.

Do you really think it wonderful

Thnl He leads us on our way?
That we see His hand directing us

In the dealings of the day?

Oh, it seems to me so like the Lord,

To be near us hour by hour;

For His love delights in blessing us

Whene'er he has the power.

Do you really think it wonderful

That He pardons all who cry,

When He says He waits lo welcome us

With a song for every sigh?

When we know His heart of tenderness,

When we know the joy He feels

When His lips can say, "I pardon thee,"

When His hand that pardon seals?

Do you really think it wonderful.

When our ends so strangely meet;

And the little things fall out so nice,

And the bitters turn to sweet?

We lift our hands in wonderment

When unlikely things come true,

Hut would it seem so wonderful

ff our Father's heart we knew?

Do you really think it wonderful

That the Faithful One should do
The wondrous things, the many things,

That He has promised to?

Tis wonderful what He promises!

'Tis wonderful what He says!

But I cannot think it wonderful

When His promised word He pays.

', Mo.

THAT BOOK ACCOUNT.

How many good men have been ruined by going

in debt beyond what they are able to pay! Things,

seemingly, are moving along pleasantly, but the

crisis comes sooner or later.

Friend A's family seems to be in a prosperous

condition. He has a good farm, and lives well.

Let us examine his book account.

"Mr. Fairplay (the merchant), you seem to be
doing a thriving business?

"

"Yes, 1 am selling a great many goods, but I

have to charge so much on the books, that I do not

get money enough to run my business. I have
about eight thousand dollars standing out, and that

is more than I am able to carry."

" I suppose that, as most of those who are indebt-

ed to you are good, you will get your money."
" Yes, they are good, but they abuse their credit.

They come and buy goods, week after week, and do
not realize how much they are getting, and when
the day of settlement comes, they cannot under-
stand why their accounts are so large. There is

friend A, who has been running an account here for

some time. He owes me S500. He has a heavy
mortgage on his farm, and his stock is mortgaged
for about all it is worth. He keeps; no account of

his transactions, and I am satisfied he does not re-

alize how much he owes. They have lived a little

extravagant, and it will be impossible for him to

meet his obligations, and, as a result of his credit,

he will lose his farm, and about everything he
possesses."

" This is sad, indeed."

" Yes, but no one is to blame so much as friend

A himself. He should have thought of the pay-
day as he went along, and lived more economical-
ly."

While going in debt often destroys the comforts
and blessings of this life, it sometimes is used as an
excuse for not preparing for that eternal life of
blessedness beyond. There is another book account
being kept, and the pay-day is surely coming. A
great number of the human family are heaping
up debts against the day of judgment, seeming-
ly unconcerned about the future, and unmindful of
the pay-day that is fast approaching.

The recording angel is keeping a correct account

of the deeds and acts of our lives, and no mistakes

occur tn his accounts. The book account will be

exactly as our lives have been. How often do we
hear people say: "When I get square with this

world,—pay what I owe,—then I am going to live a

Christian life." But time glides swiftly by, and
things do not turn out as was expected, and the

one thing needful,—the salvation of the soul,—is

neglected because they owe somebody something,

and cannot pay it. The earthly debt grows no

less as a result of living in sin and rebellion

against God, and the debt on the other side of the

river of death is constantly growing, as they near

the end of life's journey. The awful day of

judgment must then be met. " O man, despisest

thou the riches of his goodness, and forbearance,

and long-suffering; not knowing that the goodness

of God leadeth thee to repentance? But after thy

hardness and impenitent heart, treasurest up unto

thyself wrath against the day of wrath and revela-

tion of the righteous judgment of God; who will

render to every man according to his deeds."

I will here insert a conversation that took place

during a revival meeting where the Spirit of God
was striving mightily with men and women to get

them to throw off their sins and serve God.
" My friend, don't you think it is about time you

were getting ready for the heavenly world? "

" Yes, but I am in debt, and I want to get square

with this world before I join the church. I don't

want people to say I joined the church to cover up

"Do you think your creditors would think less of

you for being a Christian?"
" No, I suppose not. But I think it best to wait

till I can pay off my debts."

" Do you think joining the church, and living a

true, Christian life would disqualify you from pay-

ing your honest debts?
"

" No; but I want to be a free man when I join

the church, and say to this world, ' I owe you
nothing.'

"

" But you are not a free man. You are in debt

to this world, and also to God. Jesus purchased
you with his blood. If you will give yourself up to

Jesus, and live a devoted, Christian life, God will

help you to pay your debts. Do you believe it?"
" That may be true. But I don't want to bring a

reproach on the church, and people would say I

joined church with impure motives."
" Do you think people would have less confi-

dence in you for living a Christian? "

" No, I think not."

" Could you not pay your debts, as a Christian,

as easy as you can as a sinner?"
" Certainly,"

" Well, why not begin at once to live a true, Chris-

tian life? Your influence for good will be far

greater for so doing."

" Well I will think about it."

I baptized this man in a few days, and now all

who are old enough in his family, are in the church.

He owes no man a dollar, so far as I know, and is

doing well. The Savior's promise was verified,

—

" Seek first the kingdom of God, and his righteous-

ness; and all these things shall be added unto you."

How many thousands are living on credit spirit-

ually? They are constantly drawing on the rich

stores of God's blessings. They seem to be all right

morally, and mingle in good society, but they yield

no reverence to God for what he has done, and is do-

ing for them. They render no thanks to him for the

many favors he is continually bestowing upon
them. They are disobedient to his laws, and make
no returns for what they receive. They are run-

ning in debt. The book account is being accurate-

ly kept, and the debt is constantly growing larger.

After awhile the Judge will summon them to the

bar of judgment for settlement, " and the books
will be opened; and they will be judged out of

those things which are written in the books accord-

ing to their works," or account. There will be no
hired witnesses to swear falsely and no bribing

the judge to render a biased judgment, but truth

and right shall prevail, "And every one shall re-

ceive for that which he hath done, whether it k,

good or bad." " And whosoever is not found writ

ten in the book of life shall be cast into the lake Q i

fire." The book account must be met, and will k,

the basis of judgment. O, sinner, think not f0r

moment that you can evade the account tn any Wav—it must be met, "for God shall bring every Wo .v

into judgment, with every secret thing, whether
it

be good, or whether it be evil." There is nothin

covered that shall not be brought to light, and not£

ing hid that shall not be revealed. O, then, hean

not up a debt against that awful day of settlement

Cedar Rapids, Iowa.

THE SPIRIT OF POWER.

Paris of a Chapter on the " Spirit of Power " in a Book by

Author, a Missionary in Africa, on the " Spirit oj

Christ." Selected by IV. B. Stover.

All prayer for the guiding and gladdening influ-

ence of the Holy Spirit in the children of God

ought to have this as its aim,—fitness to witness for

Christ and do effective service in conquering the

world for Him. Waste of power is always a cause

of regret to those who witness it. The economy of

power is one of the great moving springs in all or

ganization and industry, The Spirit is the grea

power of God ; the Holy Spirit is the great power
God's redemption, as it comes down from thi

throne of Htm to whom all power has been given

And can we imagine that God would waste this

power on those who seek it only for their own se

with the desire of being beautifully holy, or w

or good? Truly no. The Holy Spirit is the Po
from on high for carrying on the work for which

Jesus sacrificed His Throne and His Life. The
sential condition for receiving that Power is, t

we be found ready and fit for doing the work the

Spirit has come to accomplish.

In seeking for this Power of the Spirit, let us r

the mode of His working. There is one mistake
must specially beware of. It is that of expecting

to feel the Power when it works. Scripture link:

power and weakness in a wonderful way,—not a

succeeding each other, but as existing together,

" I was with you in weakness; my preaching was in

power." " Wlten I am weak, then am I stro?ig." See

Cor. 2: 3~5;'2 Cor. 4: 7, 16; 6: 10; 12: 10; 13: 3, 4,

The Power is the Power of God, given to faith;

id faith grows strong in the dark. The Holy I

Spirit hides Himself in the weak things that God

hath chosen, that flesh may not glory in His pres-

ence. Spiritual power can only be known by the

Spirit of faith. The more distinctly we feel and

confess our weakness, and believe in the Power

dwelling within us, ready to work as need arises,

the more confidently may we expect its Divine op-

eration even when nothing is felt.

Christians lose much,—not only by not waiting

for the Power, but by waiting in the wrong way,

Seek to combine the faithful and ready obedience

to every call of duty, however little thy power ap-

s to be, with a deep, dependent waiting and ex-

pectation of Power from on high. Let thy inter-

vals of repose and communion be the exercise

prayer and faith in the Power of God dwelling \
thee, and waiting to work through thee; thy timeo

exertion and effort will bring the proof that bj

th, out of weakness, we are made strong.

Let us also see and make no mistake about $*

condition of the working of this Divine Power. He

that would command nature must first, and most

absolutely, obey her. It does not need much g r3ce

to long and ask for power,—even the Power of the

Spirit. Who would not be glad to have power?

Many pray earnestly for power in or with their

work, and receive it not, because they do not ac-

cept the only posture in which the Power can work

We want to get possession of the Power and use it-

God wants the Power to get possession of us, a"
"

use us. If we give up ourselves to the Power!

rule in us, the Power will give itself to us, to rule

through us. Unconditional submission and obedi-

ence to the Power in our inner life is the one cono 1

'



tion of our being clothed with it. God givt

Spirit to the obedient. " Power belongeth

Jodr and remains His forever. If thou wo

have His Power work in thee, bow very low in rev-

erence before the Holy Presence that dwelleth in

thee, that asks thy surrender to His guidance even

in the least things. Walk very humbly in holy fear,

lest in anything thou shouldst fail in knowing or

doing His holy will, Live as one given up to a

power that has the entire mastery over thee, that

has complete possession of thy inmost being. Let

the Spirit and His Power have possession of thee:

thou shalt know that His Power worketh in thee.

Pray oft: O my Father! I desire to submit my
whole being to this Holy Power. I would bow be-

fore its rule every day, and all the day, I would be

its servant, and humble myself to do its meanest

command. Father! let the Power rule in me, that

I may be made meet for it to use. And may my
one object in life be that Thy Blessed Son may re-

ceive the honor and the glory. Amen.
Bulsar, India.

THE NEORO RACE,—A WAITING FIELD.

Much has been said, recently, in regard to fhe
" open doors " and "whitening fields" for mission

work. They are, in fact, world-wide. One of these

open doors, worthy of more than a passing notice,

is the negro race of the South.

i. Because Jesus says, " Go into all the world and
preach the gospel to every creature." "All the

world" and "every creature" means the colored

man just as truly as it does the white. Peter em-
phatically declares that "God is no respecter of

persons: but in every nation he that feareth him
and worketh righteousness is accepted of him."

Among those whom John saw (Rev. ?: 9) were
those of all nations and kindreds and people and
tongues, ascribing praise to God. If all people are

to have a part there, should they not share the

blessing here?

2. The command is to "Go,"—not wait for the

world to come. To go out into the highways and
hedges, inviting souls to Christ, should be the ear-

nest desire of every awakened heart. There are

reasons, too, why the Brethren should go to this

despised and neglected people, and why they
should succeed.

(1) Because the Brethren church has never been
a partner in their enslavement. Among the very

t people who, as a body, opposed the principle

of slavery,

years ago,

posed and

the Brethr. Many

i who

nong

n are prominent,

ncils, the principle

nged. For this rea

church can come to them with clean hands
win their hearts far more readily than th

have been partners in their bondage. The pr
pies of justice and righteousness are as clearly

ognized by them as by any other people,

(2) Their relation to secret societies. 1

our own race the secret orders of the day h
strong a hold upon hundreds and thousands of men
that the work of soul-saving is often hindered,
Among the colored people this is not the case. Se-
cret orders among them are rare. Designing men
have, for various reasons, attempted to ensnare their
colored brethren in the meshes of the lodge, but,
seeing the fallacy of such institutions, and realizing
their inability to provide for their families, and, at
tn e same time, to support the lodge, has led them
to abandon them. Hence, untrammeled as they
are

i
in this respect, they are not hindered from em-

acing the faith of the Brethren' church, as others
are.

(3) Strong efforts are being made by the Cath-

ie church to gather into her fold the negroes ol

" South. This fact may not be apparent at all

i nevertheless true, as the work is donePlaces, bu
as ofte For this reason the col-

ire anxious that the Prot-
estant church should help rescue them from this in-
vading foe. Will not the Brethren church do her
part?

tiiie gospel mzesszedstq-ieir,.

the (4) Failure of emigration. Within the past few
ie spirit of emigration sezed many of the

uldst colored people, but the project is practically a fail-

ure. Numbers returned to Africa, where many
died, while others, from various discouragements,

are returning again to their Southern homes. The
fact is apparent that they are here to stay.

Standing thus, at our very doors, should we not

help them to a higher life? Should we not aid

them in becoming honored citizens of the kingdom
of God, as well as of the nation?

With proper teaching and training, there is no
reason why they should not be true, earnest follow-

ers of Christ.

In this, as in every good work, there are difficul-

ties to meet. Class distinction, as caste in India, is

a barrier. You may talk, work and trade with your
colored neighbor, but to eat, sleep or worship with

him is to be, in a sense, ostracised.

That there is a difference which God himself has

made and should be respected, but few will deny.
But to what extent this distinction should be car-

ried, we do not now propose to say.

These conditions, however, may be judiciously

met by attempting to reach but one class at a time.

Work among the colored race must be confined to

them and the same with our own race.

Among the colored people there is a strong de-

sire, on the part of many, for a better education,

which will afford an effective means of approach,

especially to the rising generation, To meet this

demand, schools should be established to better

enlighten, and to assist them to a higher plane,

both socially and spiritually. It is an encouraging

fact, also, to know that one of the Brethren's

schools has enrolled this year at least one colored

student. The outgrowth of this may be known on-

ly to future generations.

The Southern States, with more than six million

negro population, is one vast field for mission

work.

A hundred missionaries could find plenty to do.

Some, not able to endure the exposures of a for-

eign clime, can find ample room in this almost un-

touched field. Some, as signified by letters re-

ceived from them, are anxious to enter. Who will

be first?

In order to appreciate the true status of condi-

tions, as they exist in the South, one should live

among the people and know their surroundings.

While we have tried to observe a few things, as

noted above, we are also indebted to David V.

Bohannon, colored principal of a school for his

people, at Atoka, I. T., for facts and figures relat-

ing to the race problem. He is anxious to see the

Brethren church open up a work for the benefit of

the race. What will be our response to this ripen-

ing field? May the love of Christ constrain us to

Palestine, Ark.

SOME OF MY THOUGHTS.

I was somewhat amused at the peculiar heading

of an article in Gospel Messenger No. 4. Our
Eastern editor has the happy trait of sifting the

dross out of his " hints " before they go to the

press, and the golden thoughts, we glean therefrom,

are like pointed arrows that strike conviction to the

The "Old Horse," as a parable, is more easily

interpreted than many Bible parables, because the

similitude is clearer before our eyes when they are

closed than when they are wide open. We are nev-

er so blind as when we will not see. After much
prayerful thought and counsel, our Conference has

at last fallen upon a plan to unhitch the poor old

worn-out one, who has served his day, or at least

place him where the pulling is not so heavy, but no

arrangements have as yet been made for his com-

fort after the harness is off.

Now, while we all have an almost reverential

feeling for our aged ministers, who have so nobly

filled their stations in life, and, in the language of
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Holy Writ, can say, "Well done, thou good and
faithful servant," our Savior's benediction will be
supplemented with the grander expression, " Enter
thou into the joys of thy Lord." Encouraging
words will lighten the minister's task and should
often be given, but they and their families are only
human after all, and need bread and meat as well as

we. A warm house and good warm clothes will do
them as much good as a warm hand-shake and a
pleasant smile.

Our teaching along this line has been considered
a little peculiar, and it was well to be cautious, but
there never was a time when it was right to evade a

Gospel principle. A supported ministry is as clearly

taught in the Scriptures as many other things we
advocate. Our brethren have given no uncertain
sound in discussing this question, and their efforts

have been blessed in a measure. But what we
need, in my judgment, is a relieffund for our super-
annuated ministers and families, who have made a

sacrifice of health, time and means to serve the
church and, in consequence of such self-sacrifice,

are in straitened circumstances in their old days. Is

my suggestion premature, or will it find a sanction

in the minds of others?

Gratis, Ohio.

THE VALUE OF OPINIONS.

representation of a man
stream of water, called for

I, at one time, saw
who, having fallen into

some one to throw him a rope. " Here it is," said

a bystander, casting it to him, but it did him no
good because it was not fastened at either end,

and, therefore, could not prove an aid to him. If

the person who threw the rope had retained his

hold on one end, it would have been a means, by
which the one in the water might have saved him-

self.

How many persons spiritually, are in the same
condition as the man in the water! They feel the

need of doing something and call for information

on some important point. " Here it is," says some
one, and straightway he ptoceeds to give it a's his

opinion that such and such things are not necessary

and are not applicable at present, which leaves them
in the same condition as the person in the water.

The answer is not based on the Truth.

There are thousands who are hiding behind opin-

ions and church disciplines, resting in fancied se-

an opinion on some point.

In talking, at one time, with a man ot

of feet-washing, he said he thought tha

be observed but, said he, the church to which I

long does not so practice and, of cour

opportunity of observing it,

He further said that his congregate

ganization, had it under consideratior

not adopt it, which conclusion was a

,
gave the

1 the subject

ought to

, but they did

preponderance of opii

ibership i

agan nd left the

ondition as the

the water,—"plenty of rope, but not anchored,"

plenty of opinion but not one line of Scripture to

rely on.

SaUm, Oregon.

READ, THINK AND ACT.

BY C, K. BURKHOLDER.

Fellow Christians, you, who have been born

into the family of God, and are rejoicing in a Sav-

ior's pardoning love, why sit ye idly down on the

stool of do-nothing, and take no heed to the Mas-

ter's command?
" Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel

to every creature." Matt. 28: 19, This is a plain

command, yet we have given very little heed

to it. The privilege of carrying the good news has

been granted to us, exclusively.

Brother, sister, what can we say when the Master

comes, and finds that we have neglected the heath-
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en? Heathens are perishing by lens of thousands

a day, simply because we choose to leave them.

To see our poor fellow beings bow their heads in

heathen temples, degrading themselves beneath the

level of the beasts, living so wretched, so cruel—this
is sad indeed, but to know that if we choose we
could bring the Gospel to them all, and to know
that we are not doing it, is still sadder.

We are responsible to evangelize the world, and
it might be done so easily. Evangelizing the

1 quite a task, but please re-

bark. kno my

nbers giving

nplyj

rithout

neglecting

the Gospel must
re and then act

member, dear reader, that

one cent each day will provide for c

Think of it, a congregation of se

may provide for a missionary by si

cent each day! Do try to think

that millions of our fellow-beings ;

the Gospel, simply because 1

duty!

Dear brethren, let us decid

be preached quickly to every

accordingly.

May we profit by the warning given by Paul in I

Cor. 15: 34, "Awaken unto righteousness and sin

not, for some have not the knowledge of the Gos-
pel. I speak this to your shame." Let us take
courage and be engaged more diligently, in our Fa-
ther's business, " for our labor in the Lord is not in

vain." 1 Cor. 15: 58.

Oct/17/ia, Ntbr.

WHAT AN EX-MASON SAYS.

refused to take the oath of the third deg
As to demits, all orders provide for a legal way

to quit their order, and that is to take out a with-

drawal card or demit. A demit is legal proof of a

full and final withdrawal. Bro. I. J. Kosenberger
has given the facts concerning the demits very ex
plicitly in Gospel Messenger No. 20, of last year
The authors from which he quotes are standard

Knowing what I do about Masonry, I am grieved

when I hear of Brethren belonging to the order.

I hold myself as being firmly set against secrecy.

, that 1

Bible, and the

Findlay, Ohio.
H. E. Wi-

the BIBLE AND HELPS.

of

Tira, II. /:. Witmore,
Ni'.ckkt orders are on llie incrcast

places ihe corruption is creeping into the chur.

trouble, Many persons, who are members,
thai which is told and written about those
Brethren, even, are contused, and do not know
fts you have been a High Mason for years,

farts (and what is true of Masonry is largely Ir

ders) will you not, (or genera! information, tell

sworn to lie? Are ihey sworn to help iheir W.

• help hide his crime, if called upon to d.

d and in many
cl\, and making

deny much of

i.i lie

l. M |K <

lu.lges rri|

ui a demit? If

1 yet still hold hi

1 proportions threatening

cli, and the Bible student to-day, both in

of the ministry, in all departments of Bible

study, but especially in Sunday school work, is the

improper use of Bible helps. It is not the writer's

object to speak disparagingly of the many excel-

lent helps we have provided in many lines of Bible

study, or in the least to detract from their value,

but we wish to caution against the substituting of

these helps as a text book, instead of the Bible itself.

This danger, if not carefully watched, is sure to

bring to the church a serious loss of spirituality,

and rob the Bible of much of the sacred reverence
it deserves.

We rejoice to day because of the suj

that the Bible is being studied so univerf

is a serious question whether the text its

proportionately studied more to-day tha:

fore the multitude of the modern helps

posed fact

illy, but it

If is being

it was be-

cable

may be

nember takes out no demit, do their

as a member?
J. Y, KRABILL,

ANSWER.

YOUR letter of inquiry has been received. It

sounds rough, in civilized society, to say that men
are sworn to lie, but nevertheless this is a fact.

A common wording of the Masonic oaths is, " I

promise to conceal and never reveal." To conceal
is to deceive knowingly, and deny, which, of course,
is to lie. The foregoing is not the most appalling
act that the entering apprentice is obliged to take,
Allow me to briefly pen the ceremonies of the en-
tering apprentice, on taking the first degree of Ma-
sonry.

He enters by the petition of some member of the
lodge in his behalf. The work is superintended by
the officers ot the lodge,—Senior and Junior Dea-
cons, Tyler, Senior and Junior Warden, etc. Much
of the ceremony is lengthy and meaningless, and
seems well-nigh inhuman, and, to me, much of the

ny belongs to the day of the gladi-

Several prayers are offered, but no Christ is

recognized in all the ceremony. As the apprentice
enters the lodge, the Junior Deacon presses his
naked left breast with the point of a compass.
This they call "a torture." The Candidate being
divested of all his clothes, save his shirt, a pair of
drawers is furnished. Being blindfolded, his left

foot bare, his right in a slipper, his left breast and
arm naked, he is placed, kneeling, before the open
Bible, with the square and the compass placed
thereon, and his hands on the same. In this shock-
ing plight he takes a most dismal oath, the wording
of which is binding him to no less penalty than
this: "To have my throat cut from ear to ear, my
tongue torn out by the roots, my body buried in
the rough sands of the sea, at low water-mark,
where the tide and ebb flows every twenty-four
hours. So help me God and keep me steadfast in
due performance of the same."
The bandage is then removed, whereupon the

scene is so shocking that many candidates never go

We fear very much that

to place too little apprecia-

as a text book, by too prominent-
I using quarterlies, etc., thereby

:es where the Bible should have
:nce. A writer on this subject

e inclined to study too much about

d not enough of the Bible." This,

This dan^

school work

educating our child

tion on the Bible

ly displaying at

using them in pi

supreme promii

says, " We are i

the Bibli

doubtless, is too true. The Bible should be the

text-book in our Sunday school. All helps should
be kept out of the Sunday school classes in time of

recitation, and much less should superintendent or
teacher stand before his school or class with any-
thing else but the Bible.

d to think that too many of our Sun-
:ers are not doing this. Too many
sses are found in time of recitation

nd, and Bibles closed or laid aside,

home. We certainly overlook the

tfhen we allow them, in any way, to

ible. We cannot too deeply im-

real sacredness

upon the Bible as the only text-

n get from no other source,

source of help should

promised help of the
Spirit. Then we may use and safely, too, the other
helps that are afforded us. Paul certainly had this

in view, when he tells Timothy to " study " that he
might be an approved workman, "rightly dividing

the word of truth." The original design of all

helps, doubtless, was, that the minister and Sunday
school worker might be more efficient in his call-

ing and not that our work and preparation be made

The minister, the teacher, and the Sunday school
worker, for a foundation of all preparation, and for

a thorough equipment in his high calling, must di-

rect his eye, first of all, to the Book of books.
Each minister and teacher must realize the need of

studying the Bible for himself. Peter and John
could make no stronger impression upon their

hearers, than that they had been with Jesus and
learned of him. We again say, We do not, in the
least, wish to discourage the use of helps, for they
are good, and many of them have been given us
through great sacrifice and consecration upon the
part of the author, but let us use them as helps only,

Teach the child by example that we depend upon
God's Book for the source of our knowledge and
help. Let us set this example by, as much as pos-
sible, using nothing but the Bible in our Sunday
school in time of recitation. "Search the Scrip-

Sterling
y

III.

THE NUMBER OF VISITORS PRESENT.

HI--NNI- r ROUT.

Visi: of the most common as well as

most ancient customs of the human family. The
inhabitants of different worlds have visited togeth-
er. Abraham and Lot each had the pleasure of en-
tertaining heavenly beings. Peter and John had a

very pleasant and profitable interview with Moses
and Elias upon the blessed mountain. While we

of thought to much profit, it

tors to which I wish to direct

ight pursue this lii

another kind of v

our attention.

It is a very commi
a Sunday school to

present. This is all

day school

teachers and class

with helps in hanc

or, perhaps, at he

design of helps, wr

supplant the Bib

press upon the yo
and worth we plac

book of spiritual study

There is another error w
is the preparation of our
much upon helps, that we
Spirit, that we so much n

pare for going before our
every Sunday school work
helps, study carefully

from the sacred page. He should go to the Lord
secret prayer, to obtain the guidance of the Holy
Spirit in the preparation of this great work, and
then, dear brother and sister, I feel, without
doubt, we may use our Sunday school helps to an
advantage,

We wish further to say, upon this line, that we
may, as ministers, make the same serious mistake
in the preparation of our sermons. Is there not
danger of us relying too much upon commentaries,
furnished outlines of sermons, and the many other

helps that are provided for our use, and thereby
the minister not digging out of the Sacred Text the

truths that God has hid away there for us?

There is an inspiration we get from a careful

reading of the Bible, in the preparation for our min-

All oth

,ve may fall into, and that

lesson. We may rely so

: may lose the help of the

leed, to successfully pre-

class. We suggest that

before making use of

d prayerfully the lesson

isitors, about

time. I won-

report them

n custom for the secretary of

eport the number of visitors

right in its place, and is in-

tended for a good purpose. But it occurs to my
mind that the same person should not be reported
a visitor, often in succession, in the same school.

The spirit and life of the school should be brought
up to that standard that these visitors will all be
drawn into the ranks of the workers,—just as the

whirlpool gathers in all objects floating upon the

surface of the water.

Then there is another class

which I have been thinking for i

der how it would do to have son
at the close of the services. I 1

are only visitors at the place of public worship. In

the Sunday school those who remain out of classes

are usually reported visitors. But this other class

of visitors mingle with the entire audience, from
minister to non-professor. This being the case, we
may find it more difficult to report the number
present in the ordinary congregation. While we
may not be able to report all the visitors present,

yet we believe we may, at least, approximate the

number. Let us see. We will count these in a dif-

ferent way. We will designate them by their con-

duct in the assembly. Some of them we find sleep-

ing, About as soon as the services have opened, and

begun his

, which is soon trans-

ferred into a genuine nap, and it is surprising how
comfortably they sleep on a hard bench in the

midst of noise, when at home they want quiet and
a soft, downy tick and pillow, or else they com-
plain that their rest has been disturbed.

Others are not so quiet in their conduct. Every
time the door opens they turn round to see who is

coming. Now and then they must tell some one,

who is trying to get all the sermon, that Mr.
has arrived, Then there are others, still, that seem

nnister ha

is into a comfortable do
1 genuine nap,
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to need all the hour of service to keep their differ-

ent articles of dress in proper shape. Now a rib-

bon needs re-adjusting. Now a tress of hair must be

re-arranged. Now a wrinkle in a garment must be

smoothed out. Now a finger-ring must be changed

to show to better advantage They have just now
found out that they had not sat down precisely

right, so a little commotion is made, and folks won-

der if they are getting up to leave the meeting. At

last, when they get quieted, the audience is rising

from the closing prayer and these visitors have just

got ready to visit right.

Then there is another class of visitors that keep

every baby within reach of themselves in a constant

state of agitation. One must have a cracker.

another a piece of candy and still another must be

handled. Over there is one that must have a hand-

kerchief shaken at it to arouse it, etc. The chil-

dren are thus spoiled, mothers are distuibed and

the meeting is injured,— all this just because some
grown person has never yet learned how to behave

in church. Some of these visitors try to sit up and

look at the minister, but, alas, their mind has al-

ready started out in the business of the coming

week and they find it impossible to follow the dis-

course on Sunday, while their mind is arranging

matters for Monday.
Scattered through the audience are those whose

eyes reflect the thoughts of the minister, and spar-

kle like dewdrops in the morning sun. In their

faces you may see the emotions of the minister's

heart, for their hearts, like the sensitive plate in a

camera, are receiving the impressions of the sub-

ject. These are not visitors, but they make up the

sum and substance of the audience. They are the

ones that help the minister to preach. They are

worshiping God. All others are simply visitors.

God is not well pleased with those who visit at

Lanark, III,

In Three Parts Part One.

Some recent thoughts in the Messenger, on the

kingdom question, led to the preparation of these

articles. I maintain that the kingdom of God, of

Christ, or kingdom of heaven, may properly be con-

sidered as divided into three periods. The first pe-

riod, during this present dispensation, commences
with the preaching of John the Baptist, and ends

wiih the second coming of Christ. I shall here pre-

sent a number of Scripture quotations, to prove

that Christ is a King, and established a kingdom,

or church.

Isa. 9: 6, 7, reads, " For unto us a child is born,

unto us a son is given: and the government shall be

upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called

Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God, The ever-

lasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the in-

crease of his government and peace there shall be

no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his

Kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judg-

ment and with justice from henceforth even forever.

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this."

Here we have the prophet foretelling the birth

of Christ, and of his kingdom and government, the

chief characteristic of which is peace. Of his reign

and kingdom there is no end, which implies that, of

the character or principle of government, there will

be no end. It is, of God. Therefore it may also,

properly, be called " kingdom of God."

Speaking of the characteristics of his kingdom,

they are eternal, and the Christian must possess

them as a part of his very life or being, or he can

not be a disciple of Christ.

I will next quote several passages of Scripture to

show that the kingdom zvas set up.

Matt. 12: 28, " But if I cast out devils by the

Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is come
unto you."

Luke 10: 9,
" And heal the sick that are there-

in! and say unto them, The kingdom of Gp-d is

[ilgh unto you."

Luke 17: 2i, " Neither shall they say, Lo here!

or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is

within you (or among you)."

Luke 22: 29, " And I appoint unto you a king-

dom, as my Father hath appointed unto me."

Col. 1: 13, "Who hath delivered us from the

power of darkness, and hath translated us into the

kingdom of his dear Son."

Thus, in the appointing of a kingdom unto his

disciples, and translating us from the kingdom of

darkness,—this world,—into the kingdom of his

dear Son,—the church,—he establishes the fact of

setting up a kingdom. The Gospel of Christ is

the law of his kingdom.

Rom. I: 16, " For I am not ashamed of the Gos-

pel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto

salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew
and also to the Greek."

Luke 16: 16, ".The law and the prophets were

until John; since that time the Kingdom of God is

preached, and every man presseth into it."

Matt. 4: 23, " And Jesus went about all Galilee,

teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the Gos-

pel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of

sickness and all manner of disease among the peo-

pie."

Matt. 24: 14, "And this Gospel of the kingdom

shall be preached in all the world for a witness un-

to all nations; and then shall the end come."

This preaching of the Gospel of the kingdom,

and translating sinners from the kingdom of dark-

ness into the Kingdom of God's dear Son, by faith,

repentance, and baptism, must continue until th>

second coming of Christ, which will close this dis

pensation, or first period. Woe to them that reject

the Gospel of Christ, for the Lord Jesus "shall bi

revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, ii

flaming fire taking vengeance on them that knov

not God, and that obey not the Gospel of our Lord

Jesus Christ." 2 Thess. 1: 7, 8.

Fristoe, Mo.
^

" Have a mission in life! Be of some account!

Do not court responsibility, neither shirk it when

it is laid upon you. See God's hand in every

movement, and note its bearing upon you person-

ally. He has use for you somewhere, and often

where you least expect. Fall in line with his will

from time to time. He may not have a conspicu-

ous place for you to labor, but he will bring out, if

you follow his guidance and are faithful, your tal-

ents in the sphere where you can do the best for

him and for others.

"

THE + SUNDAY * SCHOOLS

LESSON LIOHT-FLASHES.

Christian Self-Rentralnt.— 1 Cor. 9: iy-*7-

Lesson for March 31,

"Restrain" means to hold back,—to hold in

check. Self-restraint means to hold self in check

and Christian restraint would be to restrain our-

selves from doing the things that would affect, or

interfere, with our Christian life or the free per-

formance of our Christian duties. In this lesson it

admits of a still wider interpretation. It means

that we are to deny ourselves of our natural enjoy-

ments and privileges, that we may the better do ser-

vice for others, who need service.

Paul says: " For though I be free from all men,

yet I have made myself servant unto all that I

might gain the more." In the condition he was,

morally, he was under obligation to no man, yet he

acted as if he were a servant to all men,—to every-

body. This he did, that he might place himself in

such a relation to the people as to be able to gain

and save them. In this course, wisely pursued, lies

the secret of success in Christian labor. If we can

learn this great lesson, we have gained the key that

will open the door to the accomplishing of some of

our most fervent desires.

Thousands of good, earnest Christians have been

praying for the possibilities of doing more good,

p,nd savin? souls, hut arc heine disappointed, The
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trouble is largely because they fail in getting them-
selves close enough to the people, to reach and

To get into a saving relation with the people,

Paul restrained himself from many of the enjoy-

ments that he might otherwise hav« had. Let us

see how he did it. His course was one of adapta-

tion, in which many of us fail. He adapted himself

to the condition, circumstances and prejudices of

the people he wished to gain and save. As far as

possible, he became one of them in contact and as-

Though the process is a simple one, yet it is ex-

ercising the wisdom of the sage and philosopher.

Our experiences, from childhood up, all along, bear

testimony to it, and we practice it largely, in our

worldly and business associations, but when it

comes to our practical Christianity we fail. The
difference between our way of doing, and that of

Paul, is found in the earnestness to save souls.

The first thing we need is more of this desire.

It is the desire that brings us near to the thing we
want to gain, and our nearness to it measures,

largely, the intensity of the desire. Paul had an

intense desire to save souls, and because of this

desire, he made it a point to get near to souls. He
got near to the Jews by becoming like them,— by
being civil with them, giving them credit for all

the good they had, and meeting and associating

with them on Jewish plans. He even went so lar,

in pleasing them, as to circumcise Timothy. This,

to us, may seem almost an unpardonable liberty,

yet it was done, and it ought to teach us that wc
ought not to keep our denominational traces too

tight, and that it is not an unpardonable sin lo

step over them, to gain the sinner that happens

to be on the outside of them.

We think the lesson may be fairly adduced,

that, to gain sinners, we must go out after them,

—

go where they are,— that we may bring them to us,

Because they are in bad places, and in bad compa-

ny, is no reason for us to stay away from them.

If we believe that salvation is to the "uttermost,"

to such we must go.

We shall never forget the ministerial visits made

to a criminal in his cell. The first one went to him

and told him that he was a great sinner, that he

must deeply repent of the crimes he had commit-

ted, and that God was angry with the sinner every

day. In this strain he continued for a half hour,

making the hardened heart still harder. He, in

his self-righteous way, failed to get into the life of

the man, and he left him as an incorrigible sinner,

untouched by his visit. The other one approached

him in a very humble way, with love and sympa-

thy beaming from his face and eyes, and said ti»

him, " My brother, was not Jesus good, to die for

sinners, such as we are?" The sermon was a short

one, but it hit the mark. "To the weak be-

came I weak," and to the sinner this .nan became as

the sinner. The thought, that this minister was

willing to be identified with himself, overcame his

prejudices, his heart was softened,— he melted, and

accepted Christ as his Savior.

This is the way to get people to come up,—wc

must get down to them. So did the Master. He
was willing to stop the parade of thousands, to give

heed to the cry of the blind man, as he called out:

" Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy on me."

We must put far from us the caste idea, and .so

walk and live, as to make the poorest sinner in the

world feel that we are his brother. This is what

Christian restraint means, and we want to get more

of this interpretation from it.

After all, it is our attitude towards the world that

will save it,—our closeness to it, with our love and

sympathy. Our catching fish don't depend so

much on the length of our rod and the quality of

our hook, as the nearness we get to the water where

the fish are, the barb we use and the patience wc

exercise in waiting for the bite.

*'
I am made all things to all men that I

might by ail means save some." We emphasize

" all means " because it is equivalent to our saying,

we will not leave a stone unturned, to save a sinner

from being lost. Can we say this?
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TRUSTINU OOD.

Thk little birds trust God, for they go singing

From northern woods where autumn winds have blown,

With joyous failh their trackless pathway winging
To summer-lands ni sunn, alar, unknown.

And i( he ciircs [or them through wintry weather,

And will not disappoint one little bird,

Will he not be as true a Heavenly Father

To every soul who trusts his holy Word?
Let us go singing, then, and not go sighing,

Since we are sure our times are in his hand.

Why should wc weep, and fear, and call it dying?

"Tis only liming to a summer land.

_
—Selected,

WAIT AND SEE.

BV HOWARD MILLER.

I wish a good many young people would read

this article, for I want to bring out an important

fact or two that usually, if not universally, forces

itself on our attention, in relation to the good and
evil of life.

Most young people think that, from all they can

see and hear, the service of the world, the flesh and
the devil is a much pleasanter and more profitable

thing than observing the hedging " don'ts" of Chris-

tian life. They see life, action, gayety, and all the

garish accompaniments of a life of easy sin, set off

against the gray, dull background of what is the ex-

ternal side of Christian life, and they choose the

devil's method too often, and in the end get mired.
I believe I can safely say that no man ever did evil,

who did not, in the long run, get the worst of it.

In the end the devil will trick anybody who trusts

hitn.

I want to illustrate this thing of being caught in

the electric light glare, by an experience of my
own. Some thirty odd years ago I taught school
near a large city, and every Saturday I went to

town, hung around all day, gawking in the show
windows and seeing things generally. I stopped at

a prominent hostelry that had a big bar-room in

front, a smaller eating-house behind and a sumptu-
ously furnished up-stairs, where no questions were
asked, as long as you paid and made no fuss or
noise. It was perfectly reputable in those days,
and all the more dangerous on that account. I

knew the proprietor well. He stepped around
quietly, noting everything and everybody, saying
nothing, but seeing that all went along smoothly.
He wore the best clothes, had big diamonds in evi-
dence at all times, drank the finest wines, and had
the best of everything as he saw it and as I under-
stood it then. The net income of the place aver-
aged, in the clear, about S125 a day. The bulk of
it came from the bar, and I knew the bar-tenders
by sight, and the most of the bar trade was of the
" up-stairs " variety,—drinks ordered to rooms.
Here was a man with the best clothes the world af-
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forded, the best food, an income of S125 a day, car-

riages at his disposal, and the occasional glimpse

of a silk skirt swishing down the carpeted halls.

Here I was getting for a whole winter's hard work
just what he got in one day. I had a clear con-

science, a clean record, a healthy body and real

friends, but how I envied the man who ran the

flashy place.

Looking back I do not blame myself, for I knew
no better at the time, just the same as you, young
reader, may not know now that nobody ever lived

who played with the devil but was beaten, robbed,

and kicked out in the end,

With all this sort of thing in my head I watched

and envied the proprietor, But I stuck to my
school and, as time went on, I went higher in the

profession. The other fields opened and it was no

longer a struggle to buy a new hat or a new book.

Still my business called me through the same city

for years and years. I was there only yesterday.

To cut the story of twenty-five years short, I will

brief the history of the man I envied. For some
years all went smooth and the $125 per day in-

creased, and went, too. T
that no matter who went tlv

all right. There were fight

ered-out deviltry. ".

big diamonds, came to th

jpenly

e and paid it would be

cuttings, and smoth-

silk, and wearing

fore and worked the

man for more than he was getting. There were

more than hints of robberies, and finally the up-

stairs business became so notorious that license

was refused and the place collapsed. The man
sickened. He had no money and wa? sent to the

hospital as a charity patient. Recovering, he had
no place to go, not a friend in the world, not a

cent, and he went to the alms-house, and there died

of paresis, and was buried in a pauper's grave.

I do not want to develop, in this picture, the idea

that I was so good that I escaped, but I want to

bring out the eternal truth that with all the devil's

play of light and color, I was not then able to see

through it all as I do now in more mature age, that

no matter how the devil's side seems to prosper,

the Lord's is the better, now, eternally, and forev-

One of the mistakes men make is in believing

that when they have made money enough they will

quit and do good. 1 have heard of such cases, and
doubtless they exist, but I have never personally

I the

As n the start

lop is that rto d-

to fl

wait and see that in th

! life.

Lewisburg, Pa.

f this article, the idea I

) matter how the wicked
he good seem to suffer,

id sin is death and truth

NOTES FROM CHICAGO.

CORA CRIPE.

—Oh, the dreadful curse of rum in our land! On
every hand we see its tracks. Our hearts melt

'ithin as we go from door to door and see the pail

f beer, too often, standing on the table,

—There is never an effect without a cause.

ome one has said, " One-half the poverty in Chi-

cago to-day, is caused by drink." Think of it!

The sad part of it is, to see so many innocent peo-

ple that have to suffer because of it.

—Last Friday afternoon Sister Forney was out,

filling a Bible reading at one of the homes of our
children. On her return, she told us this sad story.

The husband works " down town " and receives a

sufficient salary to keep his family in ejood circum-

stances. But alas! this dread destroyer has found
ts way into this home and is making havoc of it.

The husband had gone on a drunken spree and had
not been home for a week. The mother, with her
five little ones about her (the baby only a few
weeks old), had become nearly distracted. At
last, in despair, she went to the shop and informed
the employer, who threatened to discharge the hus-

band if he did not go home. In a day or so, he
came, but was in no condition to meet his family.

So cruel did he become, that his family had to flee
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to the neighbors for protection. This is only one
instance in thousands. Here is another.

—We were quite surprised, the other evening,

when a young girl came to our home, seeking f0r

shelter. She had been living with an uncle and
aunt and working in a factory down town. Her
uncle is addicted to drink, but has never been so

furious as now. One evening, on leaving the fac-

tory, she was quite surprised to find her sister wait-

ing at the entrance. She quickly surmised the

truth, however, when her sister informed her that

she dare not come home tonight. With trembling

feet she turned from her homeward course and
came to our door, seeking shelter, Two days she

lodged with us and went to her work. Her sister

was out nearly all these two days, seeking a home
for her. At last she found a home that is opened
for working girls, where they can secure board and

lodging at little cost. May the day speedily come,

when our blessed Fraternity will have a home es-

tablished in this great, wicked city for the thou-

sands of just such girls and women! It is one
thing to read of these things, but quite another to

meet with them in actual life.

—The recent newspapers significantly report at

the end of a special revival in Boston, of a month's

duration, that the saloon-keepers were complaining

because " business is bad." May the good work go
on until every saloon, not only in Boston, but also

in Chicago, will have to shut up shop because they

lack custom! When we think of the thousands

that waste their time in these haunts of vice, and

then contrast that with the few found in our

churches, we are made to exclaim: "Why is this?

Is humanity living on a lower plane of civilization

in Chicago than elsewhere?" Let us see! The
population is over one and one-half millions, Sup-
pose, some fine Sabbath morning, the people of our

city should all desire to attend church services.

There are but six hundred churches here, and, on an

average, they accommodate five hundred people,

thus 300,000 of these people will be able to attend

church services, but what of the rest? Over one

million people are unprovided for! Contrast this

with the work done by Satan's agents who run

7,000 saloons. Six hundred churches and seven

thousand saloons! How is this!

660 S. Ashland Ave., Chicago, III.

That young man is a success who does good work

according to his ability, who is constantly striving

to do better, that he may in the end better himself.

He should live within his means; for he is poor in-

deed, and no success in life, no matter what his es-

tate may be, who lives above his income. Avoid

this country we waste more

;s. Every man in a workshop,

ice ought to constitute himself

employer's property. If this

of dollars would be saved to

uch larger percentage of profit would

tid that i

the guardian of h

were done, million

the nati

go into the pocket of employers, and in the end the

individual employee who does this cannot fail to be

benefited in his position, as well as adding to and

strengthening his own ability. All other workmen
and employees would proportionately be benefited,

according to the amount saved. In a few instances

waste may appear to bring some immediate gain,

but ultimately it hurts all.

Every young man, after he has chosen his voca-

tion, should stick to it. Don't leave it because

hard blows are to be struck, or disagreeable work

performed. Those who have worked their way up

to wealth and usefulness, do not belong to the

shiftless and unstable class, but may be reckoned

among such as took off their coats, rolled up their

sleeves and conquered their prejudices against la-

bor.

According to the Steven's Indicatcr, of thirty-two

young men of New York, lately examined f°r

cadetships at West Point, only nine were accepted

as bodily sound. The majority of the rejected can-

didates were said to have the " cigarette heart,"
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MOTTO FOR THE YEAR. — " Upon tlie first

day °f the Week let every one of you Uty by Mm in

e, as God hath prospered him."—l Cor* 1G: %,

he address of sister Can

Washington, D. C, has be

Street, S. E.

A, Westergreen, of

changed to 315 D

"A father was weeping at the bedside of his

little daughter, who lay sick and near to death, and

the strange question came from her lips and was

repeated until some reply must be made, ' How
much do I cost you every year? ' After a sum had

been named, he said, ' Why do you ask? ' ' Because,

I thought maybe you would lay it out this year in

Bibles for poor children to remember me by.'

With a heart swelling with emotion he kissed the

cold brow and replied, ' I will, my child,' and then,

after a pause, he added, ' I will do it every year,

that you may draw others after you to heaven.'

"

NOTICE TO SOLICITORS OF MISSSION FUNDS.

The Committee has just prepared a subscriptior

blank, which may be used for either quarterly 01

semi-annual solicitations of mission funds, with

very little work in the way of recording, for the so-

licitor. A full explanation of the several funds

how to engage in the important work most suc-

cessfully, where to send the money, etc., is fully

explained on the cover. The Committee will send

one to each solicitor in ihe Brotherhood free,

: the following information:

Name of congregatior

Name of elder or min ster presiding in

elder.

Number of members n the congregatio

Number of solicitors. ,
The name and addres of each solicitor.

: Of ] resident

The plan will help greatly in your work, solicit-

ors, and you can give the information above on a

postal card. Write at once. Address,

Gen. Miss, and Tract Committee.

Mt. Morris, III.
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$2; a brother and sisler, Waynesboro, $20; Woodbury
church, $61 60; Amanda Roddy, Johnstown, $4; Coke-
ville Sunday school, $1; Lewistown church, $4; Little

Swatara church, $20; total 1

Ohio.—E. W. Bowers, Williamstown, $i; a sister

from Upper Stillwater, church, Si; Cloverdale Bible

class, Portage church, S3; sister Hunselman, North
Star, Si; Sugar Creek church, $3005; Martha Morse, Lo-

di. Si ; J. R. Spacht, North Star. S5 ; Middle District con-

gregation, $1; Spencer, $3.60; Fannie Roda-
baugh. North Star, $5; Chippewa church, $11.76; a

brother, North Hampton, Sio; Donnel's Creek church,

S.VMS; J. A. Trackler, McComb, J2; Salem church,

$6.91; Isabel Aldstadt, Lindsay, 50 cents; total,

Virginia.—Roanoke Sunday school, $1.34; a sister,

Oak Hill church, %\\ Elk Run, $5; Second Dis-

trict, $51.16; Florence Quarles, Grottoes, $1; W. S.

Murray, Hollins, $2.50; John and Perry Wagner, Mt,

Sidney, Si. 10; Maria T. George, Martin, S2; German-
town church, $8.76; total

Iowa.—Lottie Colwell, 10 cents; Jacob Lichty, Eagle

Centre, $6; J. P. Wilson, Toddville, 50 cents; Carrie G,

Miller, Zeaning, $1.25; D. A. Miller, Waterloo, SS; N.

W. Miller, Waterloo, S3; Ezra and Elizabeth Fahrney,

Deep River, $5; C. Frederick, Grundy Centre, 82.50;

H. N. Coffman, South English, $2.50; Peter Fritz,

Pierson, 20 cents; H. and B. A. Kurtz, Greenfield, S21

;

H. Beaver, Fredericksburg, Si. 50; total,

Kansas.—Russell church, 75 cents; Elizabeth Flack,

McPherson, $25; P. E. Sower, Dunlap, S12; a brother,

Dunavant, $1 ; total,

California— S. S. Overholtzer, Covina, S25; Magda-

lene Myers, Los Angeles, S5 ; total

Denmark, Europe.—Tylland church, $15.79; Thyland

church, S8.50; total,

Indiana.—Mary E. Miller, Bellmore, $3-25; Jos. B.

Wise, Wakarusa, 50 cents; John C. Richer, Peru, S3;

E. P. and Ann Peffley, Goshen, $5; Hiram Roose, Wa-
karusa, Sz; total,

Maryland.—Lydxa. Wampler, Medford, $6; Browns-

ville church, S3; total

Tennessee.—Knob Creek church, S3; Pleasant Hill

church, $5 ; total

Sweden, Europe.—
West Virginia.—Beaver Run church, S5; J. F. Ross,

Simpson, 50 cents; total,

Nebraska.—South Lincoln church, S3.64; J. C. Foutz,

Guide Rock, Si. 55; total,

Oklahoma Territory,—Rig Creek church

Arkansas.—D. L. Forney, Palestine, S3; J- W. Kep-

hart, Arkadelphia, 10 cents; total

Texas.—Nocona church,

Alabama,—A brother, Fruitdale,

Oregon.—Isaac Rhodes, Talent,

.—Unknown,
Interestfrom Loans.—E. W. Bowers, Ohio, $1.50; Pe-

ter Fritz, Iowa, S105; N. T. Olson, Kans., $7°; income

from Endowment, $ 120; total,

j >,.„,
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Virginia.—Elk Run church, $9.25; Green Mountain
church, S86.25; Manassas church, $28.50; Middle River

church, $38.65; total $162 65

Pennsylvania.—Middle Creek church, $36.75; Upper
Cumberland church, $45; a brother and sister, near

Waynesboro, $15; Woodbury church, $6; Amanda
Rodley, Johnstown, $i; Back Creek church, $40;

Spring Run church, $8.20; Elizabeth R. Graybill, Tal-

mage, 25 cents; total, 152 20

Iowa.—South Waterloo church, $20; South Waterloo

Sunday school, $20; A. E. Bonesteel, Shellsburg, $5;

Jos. Blough, Garrison, $1 ; total, 46 00

Illinois. — Macoupin Creek church, $14.25; Yellow

Creek church, $626; total 20 51

Ohto.—Sister Henselman, North Star, $675; J. A.

Trackler, McComb, $1 ; total 7 75

Indiana—M. F. and M. J. Hollcnherger, Saline City, s 00

Maryland.—Clarence Bowers, West Falls, 50 cents;

Rosie Bowers, West Falls, 50 cents; Glen Bowers,

West Falls, 25 cents; total 1 25

Kansas. Caney, 26

Total S395 62

Pennsylvania.— Back Creek church, $2; a brother and

sister near Waynesboro, $25; total, $27 <

Virginia,—Second District 23 c

Ohio, — Tuscarawas church, $2.35; J. A. Trackler,

McComb, Si ; Salem church, $7.46; a sister in West Day-

ton, 50 cents; total, II

Missouri.— Rockingham Sunday school 2 f

Nebraska— F. E. Sandig, Decatur m
Tennessee.—). A, Murray, Tate ;

Colorado.—D. Leedy, Hygiene 4

Oregon.—Cora Decker, Myrtle Point, 3

MISSION RECEIPTS FOR FEBRUARY, 1897.

Should there be any amount sent in during the month that is

not herein acknowledged, please notify the Secretary immedi-

ately, giving amount, date of sending, and how sent. Correc-

tions for this month, if any, will appear in connection with next

month's report. Usually, amounts mailed after the 28th of a

month appear in the following month's report.

<"4.™«, designated, wilt 6* acknowledged under this fund.)

Illinois.—Mathias Lingenfelter, Canton, $5; Preston

and Lizzie Clair, Lena, $10; C. H. and Bernice Ash-

more, Mansfield, $2.50; J. J. Shively, Cerrogordo, $5;

las. and Hannah Wirt, Virden, Sio; Isaac Barnhizer,

Oregon, $5; Charles F. Long, Adeline, $1.25; H. H.

and Elizabeth Harnly, Auburn, $5; G. W. Sensen-

baugh, Cerrogordo, S2.50; Peter Royer, Baders, $1.25;

Henry and Mary Lemon, Roanoke, $3.75; Isaac and
AUa C. Eikenberry, Cerrogordo, $5! I™ G. Cripe, Cer-

'ogordo, $5; L. H. and R. F. Brubaker, Virden, Sio;

a few members of Cole Creek church, $1.2$; Eva and

Samuel Hendricks, Cerrogordo, S2-5°; c - G- Binkley,

Maryland, 81.25; Javan and Elizabeth N. Gibson, Gi-

,atd, $2.50; George and Hannah Ulrey, Milmine, S5;

Hn Phillips, Cerrogordo, $2; Milledgeville Sunday
school, $6.70; Elizabeth H. Cripe, Cerrogordo, $51 E z*a

H
' and Elma B. Brubaker, Virden, S2.50; Yellow Creek

Sunday school, $19.40; D. B. Eby, Lena, $5; Grace
M °ats, Mt. Morris, $2.50; George Shick, Lena, S5; D. L.

, Girard, $5; a friend, 25 cents; Menno Stauf-Heckm
fer

. Mansfield, $3.75; total, $140 i

Pennsylvania, — Back Creek church, $1; Roaring
Spring church, $2; a brother and sister, Scalp Level,

Total $944 96

ORPHANAGE AT SMYRNA.

Iowa.—Sisters' Aid Society, Waterloo, S150; Eliza-

beth Switzer, Iowa City, Si; Allbright family, Eldora,

Sio; Kennedy family, Eldora, Sio; F. Frederickson,

Eldora, $2; Elizabeth Kile, Eldora, Si; Catharine Blue-

baugb, Robins, $5', Brethren and friends near Yale,

$27.27; Jos. Blough, Garrison, Si; total, $207 27

Illinois.—Mrs. Barbara Gish, Roanoke, $30; Mrs.

Susan Senger, Franklin Grove, $5; J. G. Wolfe and

wife, Laplace, $5; a brother, Malvern, $2; Emma C.

King, Mt. Carroll, $1; total, 43 00

/«izV<z«a.—Monticello Missionary Society, $15; J. C.

Richer, Peru, $2; an unworthy sister, Bremen, $2; a

sister, Collamer, $5; Elizabeth Witwer, South Bend,

$1; New Paris Missionary Meeting, $4.20; total, 29 20

Kansas.—W. L. Bingaman, Mentor, 25 00

Pennsylvania.—Mary Oellig, Upton, 50 cents; Rena

Hoffman, Scalp Level, $5; Sisters" Benevolent Society,

$5; Dr. P. N. Berker, Mastersonville, S3; a brother and

sister, Hinkletown, $2; total 15 50

Maryland.—A sister, Frederick County, $1; sisler,

Burkittsville, $2; Rachel Broadwater, New Germany,

$5 ; total 8 °°

Missouri—B. F. Spitzer and wife, Rockingham, 50

cents; Mineral Creek church, $2.75; Susan Breshears,

Avery, SI.40; Fanny Breshears, Avery, 50 cents; total,. . 5 15

West Virginia. — Nannie A. Breakiron, Fairmont,

Si 50; A. A. Rotrook, Ridgeville, $1; G. W. Hutchison,

Lindside, 50 cents; total, 3 °°

Ohio.—D. J. Culler, Weilersville, 70 cents; J. A.

Trackler, McComb, $i; Flora Credlebaugh, New Car-

lisle, Si ; total 3 70

Virginia.—D. C. Cline, New Hope, $1.50; Martha A.

Huff, Fort Defiance, $1 ; total, 2 5°

Oklahoma Territory.—]. H. and Emma A. Miller,

Total $343 32

Total,

Ohio.—Portage church, $15.82; Painter Creek Sunday

school, SiS.60; total $31 42

Missouri. — Daniel Shick, Plattsburg, $r, Anna L.

Shoemaker, Plattsburg, $1; B. A. Wolf, Plattsburg $1;

Wm. Wolf, Plattsburg, 50 cents; total, 3 5°

Illinois—Salem Sunday school 3 28

Washington.—A. N. Hoffman, Tekoa, $2; Jesse Hoff-

man, Tekoa, 10 cents; total 2 10

California.—Samuel Miller, 1 00

Total, $4 1 30

(Uud only for Publication and Distribution of tracts.)

O/tifi.—L. E. Coffman, DeGraff, $1.20; John Snyder,

Bellefontaine, $1.20; E. H. Rosenberger, McComb,

$120; J. H. Rhinehart, Union, $1.20; D. S, Filburn,

Brandt, $1.20; Elizabeth Ebersole, Townwood, $3; I. H.

Rosenberger, $6; J. R. Spacht, New Stark, $i 5 ; S. S. Pc-

try, Glenkarn, $2.40; W. H. Falkhert, Union, Si. 20; G.

W. Burtain, Union, $1.20; Salem church, $19.75; total,. $ 54 55

Iowa.—Jacob Lichty, Eagle Centre, $12; N. W. Mil-

ler, Waterloo, $3; D. A. Miller, Waterloo, $3; Elizabeth

Watt, Truro, $1.20; U. I. Blough, Waterloo $[.20; total,. 20 40

Virginia—A. Flory, Friedens, $1.50; J. D. Miller,

Harrisburg, S1.20; J. H. Cline, Cowans Depot, Sl.20;

Emma S. Miller, Port Republic, S1.40; Second Dis-

trict, Si 1.80; Jos. E. Cuckenberger, Barren Ridge,

$1.20; total,

Nebraska.—]. L. Miller, Carleton, $6; John Kelso,

Carleton, $6; Catherine Kelso, Carleton, $6; total,-.-. 18 00

Maryland.—Cbas, D. Bonsack, Westminster, $3.60;

John Leister, Union Mills, $6; total, • 9 60

Pennsylvania.—Jacob Horner, New Enterprise, $1.20;

Sarah K. Saylor, Waynesboro, $6; H. R. and Eliza-

beth Gibbel, Lititz, $2.40; total, 9 60

Illinois.—S. W. Stutzman, Girard, 20 cents; a broth-

er and sister, Mt. Morris, $6; Mrs. S. C. Price. Mt. Mor-

ris, $1.35; Mary A. Kuhleman, Pearl City, $1.20; total,. . 8 75

Indiana. — Henry Smith, Colfax, $1.20; Isaac L.

Shultz, River, $1.20; Jacob Klepsar, River, $1. 20; total. 3 60

Kansas.—C.E. Arnold, McPherson 3 00

Oklahoma Territory. Cushing 1 70

California.—]. F. Thomas, Inglewood 1 20

North Dakota.—). R. Blocbcr. Viking 75

Nebraska.—D. G. Couser, Rokeby 7°

Interest from Loans. — Win. Blackman, Kansas,

$74.80; Adam Erbaugh, Ohio, $60; D. E. Brubaker,

Iowa, $105; D.Negley, Kansas, $54.25; total 294 QS

18 30

Total, .$444 :

(Concluded on page 17/.)
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Among those recently baptized at Silver Lake,

Ind., were two mutes. The Brethren's preaching

seems to be very acceptable to the mutes. Within

the last few years a number of them have united

with the church.

It >D

Mount Morris, 111., March 13, 1607.

are reported at the Ludlo

Hun Geo. D ZolLEKS is engaged in

meetings at Syracuse, Ind.

BRO. J. F. Nehbr's address is changed from Fo
Worth, Texas, to Saginaw, same State.

Bro. W. H. Miller, of Jerico, Mo., should no

be addressed at Westphalia, Anderson Co., Kans.

THE District Meeting for Kansas and Southern

Colorado will be held at McPherson, Kans., April

ilNG love feast announcements should be

on paper, separate and apart from all oth-

3ME church news received cannot be published

utse the writers fail to mention what State the

cspondence is from.

Bro. T, A. Robinson should now be addressed

at Jasper City, Jasper County, Mo., instead of

Grangeville, as heretofore.

Bro. Daniel Smell writes us that he is now cn-

^.iped in a series of meetings in the Sugar Kidge
church, Ohio, having commenced March 5.

People who repent as they should repent, will

not only cease to do evil, but they will have a

horror for sin. The thing they once loved they

Will hate.

Bbo. C. C. Root began a series of meetings at

Clay Centre, Kans., March 5, and will continue for

Mime time. He writes of good meetings and en-

couraging prospects.

Jul District Meeting for Northern Illinois will

be held in the Yellow Creek church, Wednesday,
May 13, commencing at 8 A. M. The elders will

meet at 1 P. M , the day before.

1 in s of meetings at Lancaster, Pa., closed
with an excellent interest. There were nine appli-

cants for membership, four of whom were baptized.

The others await the initiatory rite.

The copies of the Messenger sent out by the
General Mission Board last season, arc doing good
work. We hear of persons being brought to the
church by the reading of the paper.

SOUS of the churches that kept their Sunday
schools going all winter, are reporting very en-

couragingly. We see no reason why Sunday
^rtinnU should go into winter quarters,

Bro. I. D. Parker closed his series of meetings

at Glendora, Cal., the last day of February, with

eight baptized and two reclaimed. H? reports an

unusual amount of interest in relig-ous matters on

that part of the Pacific Coast.

On another page mention is made of a man
nearly one hundred and sixteen years old. Most

people do not live long because they live too fast.

What does a long life here amount to, if we are not

permitted to enjoy the life beyond?

We have now filled all orders for Sunday school

supplies for the next quarter. We are prepared to

fill oiher orders just as fast as they are received.

We hope to hear from hundreds of other Sunday
schools inside of the next few days.

type-We must again ask those, who :

written matter, not to run the lines so close to-

gether. It is just as easy to write with plenty of

space between the lines as not, and it is a great

help to us. Please do not forget this.

Bro. S. H. Mvers writes us that the Flat Rock
church, near Timberville, Va , is moving along

pleasantly. His wife has not been in good health

for some time, and for that reason he can do but

little traveling in the interests of church work.

Bro. C. C. Root thinks there is a promising

opening for our people in Kansas City. He re-

cently held fourteen meetings there and baptized

several. We pray for the time when we shall have

well conducted missions in all the leading cities of

this country.

Our next issue will contain the queries for the

Annual Meeting, sent by the District Meetings al-

ready held. Other queries will follow later on.

We trust all of them will reach us in good time so

they can appear in the Messenger a few weeks
before the Conference.

At this time there are said to be nearly 550
United States citizens in the City of Jerusalem. Of
these 438 are Hebrews, making their home in the

city for various purposes. A few are there waiting

for the second coming of Christ, believing that he

is shortly to make his appearance.

Our Sunday school Quarterlies for April, May
and June, contain one of the finest Sunday school

maps published. In this respect our literature is

abreast of the best helps in this country, The
plates alone for this map cost us S65.00. We are

sparing no pains to make our helps as good, me-
chanically, and otherwise, as the very best.

The Mt. Morris College Visiting Committee was
with us a few days last week. They are looking in-

to the work of the school with a good deal of in-

terest, and we trust that their efforts will result in

great good. They are not only in sympathy with

the school and its work, but they also mean to

work in harmony with the principles of the Broth-

erhood.

The Christ an Cynosure, editorially, has this to

say:

"The Dunkcrs, or German Baptists, have purchased :| 1,000

acres of land in Hrown County, Ind,, and are contem-
plating ihc purchase of the entire County. They are prohi-

bitionists and will need no jail or prison of any sort. In the

event of completing their purchase the taxes of Brown Coun-

ty will be reduced two-thirds or three-fourths, for it will not

he cursed with saloons or anybody to palioni/c saloons, We
would like tu live in that County."

This speaks well for the Brethren, though there

is not much likelihood of their purchasing the

County, or any considerable portion of it. Yet, if

we could have our way, we would close up every sa-

loon in the land, and reduce the taxes in more

I

,ri
!
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Bro. E. S. Young, of North Manchester,
l n)

gave us a brief call last Saturday. He seems to &.

in good health, as well as in good spirits. H e re.

ports school and church work in North Manche.

ter as quite encouraging.

Canon Fleming, of St. Michael's church, Lon.

don, has had a large telephone-transmitter placed

tn his pulpit, <o that his sermons may be heard
\

a number of hospitals and other instilutions. This

is certainly not a bad use to make of a telcphoi

especially when the Truth is preached.

We trust that all of the churches that have
1

kept up their Sunday schools during the winl

are now preparing to open schools the first Sunday

in April. Do not fail to order your supply

good time. Our Sunday school helps were never

better. We are prepared to fill large orders,
;

to fill them quickly. See to it that the Brethrt

helps are used in all of our Sunday schools.

The professing Christian who has not reached

that plane of Christianity showing the superiority

of his life over that of the non-professor, is not

a Christian in the sense the Master intended,

He cannot be said to be wholly unspotted from the

world, we care not how plain his clothing may be

nor how carefully he may observe the ordinances ol

the New Testament. Unless he can attain to a de-

gree of holiness in his conversation and dealings

above that of the sinner, his religion is most ;

edly vain. It requires more than mere rites and

ceremonies to render one's services pleasing to the

INNOCENT CHILDREN AND THE NEW BIRTH.

On page 171 of this issue will be found a ct

munication by Bro. J. S. Flory that has prompted

us to say something on the subject to which he re-

fers. Read his article before giving further atten-

tion to what we may have to say. We suggest that

it would not be proper to lose sight of the

birth, even in the case of small children coming

to the church, through the door of Christian 1

tism. Innocent children are in a saved condition,

not because they are members of the church,

the kingdom, but because they come into, the world

in a state of personal innocancy, and dying iri

state they are entitled to eternal life by virtue of

the atonement. While in this state of innocency,

it is their privilege to become members of the

church and thus continue in a saved state all the

years of their life.

As there is but one way to enter the church-

which is by being born into it,— it is proper thai

the child be impressed with the importance of this

birth, as well as those of maturer years. While the
1

child may not be received into the church as

formed sinner, yet it is not our privilege to change

in the least, any of the ceremony or acts perla

to the initiatory process. He who is divine,

-

can read even the thoughts and intents of the

heart,—might be able to vary the initiatory cere-

mony so as to suit the condition of an innocent

lamb entering the fold ere it had turned its fa«

worldward, but our discerning limitations are

as to preclude the possibility of us doing jus

right thing were we to undertake to vary any pa* 1

of the process, even under what might seem

the most favorable conditions. It will also be n°'

ticed that in their labors in private families, the

apostles, though endowed with wisdom far in a<

vance of ours, thought it not proper to give eve

the mildest hint respecting any change of tead

ing, ceremony or practice relative to receiving i« l

the church those of different ages and capacity-

All along this line their teaching, as well as their

practice, was one, and their inductive process va-

ried not in the least.

We suggest that the child be taught that, h$L

1 jeent its past life may have been, |W
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however near the Master it has walked, that it is its

duty to enter the church by the usual process,—the

new birth,—so as to continue in a saved condi-

tion, and that, however free it may be from per-

sonal sins, its soul should be washed in the cleans-

ing blood of the Lamb. It may be well to con-

sider the blood of Christ good for even a clean

soul. As long as we do not make more of the

child's baptism than was made of the baptism of

the sinless Jesus, by the heavenly family, we need

not fear having transcended the limits of Chris-

tian propriety, J. H. H.

THE HINDOO CARPENTER AND HIS REED.

his Buls;

er tells of an amusi

carpenter could n

rding to the measi

ance, so he cut the

2 at the heathen on

Jottings, this week, Bro. W. B.

amusing incident, where the Hin-

get things to come out

g reed given him for his

:d to suit. We need not

count of his strange way

of solving what was to him a perplexing problem,

for we have much wiser men in this enlightened

land who are endeavoring to adjust the Gospel to

the inclinations of the people somewhat after the

Instead of bringing the people up to the Gospel

standard, they are laboring to bring the Gospel

standard down to the people. It is an instance of

making the mountain come to Mohammed, instead

of sending Mohammed to the mountain. Instead

of studying the New Testament, in order to learn

what the Lord demands of those who wish to in-

herit eternal life, there is a tendency to consult the

masses to ascertain about how much of the Gospel

they can be induced to accept and obey, and then

enjoin that and no more on them. Thus the Bi-

ble is cut to suit the conditions. From a carnal

standpoint it is a very nice way of doing. It

makes it easy on the preacher and pleasant for the

people. A rule that each one can bend or shorten,

to suit his case and taste, is very highly prized,

even by some who claim to be exceedingly devout.

There are those who have cut off the four Gos-

pel narratives in order to get rid of the religious

rite of feet-washing and a few other Gospel cus-

toms and recommendations. At another place the

Gospel measuring reed is severed in such a manner

as to get rid of both the salutation of the kiss of

charity, or love, and the ceremony of anointing the

sick with oil in the name of the Lord. Here and

there the New Testament requiremets are curtailed

until one is forced to almost believe that the thus

saith the Lord is of very little importance with the

masses of Christian professors.

All over the Christian world there is too much

of a tendency to cut the Gospel to suit the people,

instead of laboring to convert the people and

bring them up to the Gospel standard. We have

very little grounds for censuring the Hindoo car-

penter until we amend some of our ways and cease

cutting off the New Testament requirements, here

and there, to suit the particular taste of the mod-

ern professors, ______^__ J' H '
Ml

THE KINODOM.

Some of our readers are interested in the king-

dom question,—whether the kingdom now exists,

or whether it is yet in the future, and how it is re-

lated to that part of the Lord's Prayer which says,

'Thy kingdom come," and have written us for

some editorial remarks. The New Testament

abounds in expressions concerning the " kingdom

of God," the "kingdom of heaven" and the king-

dom of Christ, designated as "my kingdom" and
" his kingdom." Some of these, in fact the most of

them, relate to the future kingdom, while a num-

ber must be applied to present conditions.

In Matt. 3: 2 it is recorded that John preached,

'laying. Repent vq for the feinedflrfl
nf heaven is

TOE Q-OSIFIEI-i J^tES&3JELiJSj"C3-ET^.

at hand." By this was meant, the reign of Jesus

upon the earth, in the hearts of his subjects. His

subjects, then as now, were made up of believers

who accepted his teachings in good faith and

pledged themselves to a life of willing obedience.

Everywhere the people were told to first seek the

king^hi of God, and other needed things would be

addeWto them. Matt. 6: 33. Then, after they had
thus sought and- entered into the kingdom they

were told, " Behold, the kingdom of God is within

you." Luke 17: 21. If anything is needed to

make this plainer, it will be found in John 18: 36,

where Jesus to I'ilate declared, and said, "My
kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were

of this world, then would my servants fight." If,

in connection with this, we consider the fact, that

"the kingdom of God cometh not with observa-

tion" (Luke 17: 20) then we shall be able to un-

derstand'how it is that tesus is now a king, and for

that purpose came into the world, and has subjects,

and over these subjects he reigns, and to them

his word is law. In the hearts of his willing and

obedient subjects he will continue to reign until his

second advent, when he will take up his personal

reign over the governments on earth, and become

King of kings .and Lord of lords. It is to this

phase of the kingdom, or reign of Christ, that the

kingdom part of the Lord's Prayer relates, and we

think that is generally the understanding of those

who make use of the Prayer. So long as we be-

lieve in the second coming of Christ, we have a

right to use the Lord's Prayer in good faith, look-

ing to the time at the coming of the kingdom,

when the will of both God and Christ shall be

done on earth as it is done in heaven.

But there is another phase of the kingdom ques-

tion that must not be lost sight of, and that is the

reign of Christ in the hearts of his peopje at the

present time. His subjects accept him as their

King, Lawgiver and Redeemer. They entered his

kingdom, or church, by being born of the water and

the Spirit. John 3: 5. These subjects have be-

come locally organized, and as they increase in

numbers the kingdom spreads. They feel that

they belong to a kingdom that is not of this world,

and that they serve a King who reigns from a far-

away court. And, when speaking of the church in

this sense, it is at least legitimate to refer to it as

the kingdom, and to even now say that people en-

ter it by baptism, for baptism is the dividing line

betv/een the church and the world, between the

kingdom of Satan and the kingdom of Christ.

When the keys of the kingdom were delivered

to Peter, Matt. 16: 19, with instructions to loose

and bind on earth, most emphatic reference was

made to the church and her work. On the Day of

Pentecost Peter opened the door of faith to the

thousands, that they might not only receive the

baptism of water, but that they might also receive

the Holy Ghost baptism, and then be entitled to all

the rights and privileges of the kingdom on earth.

In a somewhat similar manner, the door of the

kingdom was opened by the same apostle, in the

house of Cornelius, that the Gentiles, as well as

the Jews, might enter and enjoy the benefits of the

kingdom.

Looking at the subject from these considerations,

we are led to say, that the kingdom or reign of

Christ has both a future and present aspect, and

that "Thy kingdom come," in the Lord's Prayei

relates solely to the future, while some other ref-

erences relate to the present. Viewing the subject

from this standpoint, it is pleasant to think that

we belong to a kingdom that is not of this world

that our King is secure in a foreign court, and thai

by and by he will come to take personal control of

all the affairs of this world, instead of, as now,

ing a comparatively few willing subjects who

5titute his invisihlf kingdom on e^rth [,
h,

THE PRAYER OF FAITH.

The prayer of faith is the only one that avails

with the Lord. There ought to be no other kind
of prayer. It is preposterous, indeed it is mock-
ery, for us to go to the Lord in prayer, and, at the
same time, to believe that be will not answer us.

James {1:7) says: " For let not that man think he
shall receive anything of the Lord." There can be
no incentive,—no motive,—for us to ask of the

Lord things that we do not believe we shall re-

ceive, and it would be very strange if the Lord, un-

der such circumstances, would give, and yet it

seems that there is much of this kind of praying

being done, and because such prayers arc not an-

swered, the precious and most emphatic promises

that have been given are mystically interpreted,

thus wresting Scriptures from their true standings,

and placing upon'them meanings that arc contrary

to the most simple and reasonable methods of in-

terpretation.

Let us look at some of the "prayers of faith."

"And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer,

believing, ye shall receive." Matt. 21: 22. Again,

we have these words: " Therefore I say unto you,

whatsoever things ye desire, when ye pray, believe

that ye receive them, and ye shall have them."

Mark 11: 24.

About these declarations there can be no misun-

derstanding. The receiving depends entirely upon

the believing. No believing, no receiving. To be-

lieve aright, we must place ourselves into right re-

lations. John says ( 15: 7): " If ye abide in me and

my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will,

and it shall be done unto you." Here we have re-

iterated the. same thought. To abide in Christ

and have his words abide in us, is to believe in all

his promises, and when we ask, being in this rela-

tion, we ask in faith. We fail to receive, only be-

cause we ask amiss,—our motives and desires being

wrong. James says: " Ye ask and receive not be-

cause ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it on

your lusts." Excepting these wrong conditions,

the positive promises are that we shall receive by

asking through faith.

Paul says (Heb. 11: 6): " But without faith it is

impossible to please him, for he that comelh to

God must believe that he is, and that he is a reward-

er of them that diligently seek him." Again we

have faith as the condition of prayers being an-

swered. This brings us to the practical faith hea 1 -

ing. "And the prayer of faith shall save the sick;

and the Lord shall raise him up, and if he have

committed sins they shall be forgiven him." This

is anteceded with the tangible, that faith may have

something upon which to lay hold. " Is any sick

among you? Let him call for the elders of the

church, and let them pray over him, anointing him

with oil in the name of the Lord " (James 5: 14).

There are other precious promises of healing for

the sick, through prayer by faith, but this is the

greater one because of the means given whereby

our faith can be strengthened.

Faith is a most important factor in all healing,

but faith is greatly helped by using means. The

hopeful expression of the physician, feeling the

pulse, examining the tongue, and prescribing med-

icine, all are wonderful factors in the life of the pa-

tient. Christ recognized this in his healing. To

^ive sight to the blind man, he made a plaster of

clay and spittle, and with this he anointed his eyes,

" and said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of Silo-

am, .. . and he came seeing." The healing was

through the prayer of faith. The Son appealed to

the Father in behalf of the blind man, and his eyes

were opened. The means used were for the bene-

fit of the patient. He went believing—he washed

and his eyes were opened. " Is any sick among

do? James says; Send for
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the elders,—representatives of the Great Physician.

What shall they do? " Let them pray over him."

What kind of a prayer must this be? " The prayer

of faith." What then? "Anoint him with oil in

the name of the Lord." What then? " The prayer

of faith," made by the elders, " shall save the sick.'

What from? From dying. Certainly, as there is

nothing else to be saved from at this time. And

what more? " And the Lord shall raise him up."

Restore him to health. And, still more, " And if

he have committed sins they shall be forgiven

him."

This is a very simple presentation of a most

glorious truth, and we are made to wonder why

there are some who seem to try to misunderstand

it, and so mystify it as to rob it of its preciousness

to the sick ones.

We were wonderfully impressed with this subject

by a letter from a sister, a few days ago, who was

present at the anoinLing of a dear one who was be-

lieving enough to accept this Scripture as it says,

and sent for the elders that he might receive the

blessings, as promised. But, the sister writes, the

elders, in their preparatory talk, left the impres-

sion "that the anointing was for killing rather

than healing," that "shall save the sick" meant,

"save him from sin." Who adds "sin"? And

the Lord shall raise him up "at the last day."

Who says, " at the last day " ? This is a forced in-

terpretation, and at variance with the evident pur-

pose intended and the highest authority on Bibli-

cal interpretation. Give us this much latitude in

the interpretation of other Biblical injunctions and

we can reason away our whole code of church

practices and give a new rendering to the New Tes-

tament Scriptures. We are glad to know that

though some elders do not make the prayer of

faith, others do, and the Lord is raising believing

ones up. It is the blessed experience of hundreds

of others who believe the Scriptures as they say.

There is wrong teaching on this subject, and be-

cause of it wrong notions are held. They are made

to feel that the anointing is a last rite, and, that,

when once performed, they have nothing to hope

for but death. The chances are, they will die be-

cause it is the thing expected,

Sending for the elders should be regarded much

in the same sense as sending for the physician, not

because we think the patient is beyond hope of re-

covery, but because he is sick,—" is any sick "—and

wishes to get well.

You may ask, " Why is it that all are not

healed? " The same may be asked of those attend-

ed by physicians. They do not all get well and

yet we do not lose our faith in physicians. The
anointing must be accepted in the same light. We
do our part and commit the healing to the Lord.

Physicians cannot heal. They make use of

means, much in the same sense that Christ did

with the blind man,—more to help faith than any-

thing else. After all, our lives are in the Lord's

hands, and through him comes the healing. This is

especially so when we have faith enough in him to

accept the means which he has given. " Anoint

him with oil in the name of the Lord, and the

prayer oi/ait/t shall save the sick." Do not forget,

it is the " prayer of faith."

Who should have this faith? The elders, and al-

so the patient. Do you think a physician has

faith in his own practice? If you knew he had not,

you surely would not call him.—and he would de-

serve to be blacklisted and driven from the profes-

sion. Do patients,—the sick,—have faith in their

physicians? Through faith they are called. Here
we have the agreement that gives power,—that
heals.

We heard a woman, not long ago, say that she

commenced feeling better as soon as she

physician convng. There is nothing strange about
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that,—it is the beginning of the

Ought not this to be a thousand

i seeing the elders come? It wo

s had as much faith

d faith begets faith,

-

mountain

says, "Whosesoever
m; and whosesoever

B. F. Kelso.

effects of faith,

isand times more true,

It would be if the eld-

the true physician, —
d faith as a mustard

Lord, help our unbe-

And if he have committed sins, they OTall be

forgiven him." Certainly they shall. If the elders

pray the prayer of faith, and the patient has the

faith that takes hold of the promise, he shall be

d from death, healed of his disease, and be par-

doned of sin,—provided he has sinned. If he has

it sinned, this will not follow. If the anointing

not for physical healing,—then only the sinner

eds it, and he needs it, not to get well, but to

e, because a well sinner can be pardoned without

e anointing. Thank God for the faith that be-

lieves!

QUERISTS* DEPARTMENT.

What is sinning against the Holy Ghost, and can one sin

gainst the Holy Ghost without being baptized and having re-

eved the Holy Ghost? E. M. Hanson.

Sinning against the Holy Ghost means to attrib-

ute to Satan that which has been done by the Holy

Spirit. This the Pharisees did when they accused

Jesus of casting out devils by Beelzebub, whereas

e had been performing his miracles by the power

f the Holy Spirit. This sin may be committed

by those who have been baptized, as well as by

lose who have not.

What is meant in John 20: 23 whei

is ye remit, they are remitted unt

is ye retain, they are retained?"

This is a part of the instructions given by Jesus

to his disciples on sending them into all the world,

to preach the Gospel to every creature. They

duly authorized to charge sin against those

were doing wrong, and to pardon those who
ted of their sins and entered upon a life of

obedience. Such actions upon their part would be.

approved in heaven. The same is true of the

church to-day. The church is duly authorized to

hold sin against any one who persists in sin, but

must forgive that sin whenever the party repents

and asks for pardon. This, of course, must always

be done in harmony with the teachings of the New
Testament. The church is authorized to go no

farther in this particular than is set forth in the

New Testament.

What relation does a congregation sustain to the General
Brotherhood, when she knowingly and willfully does that

which Annual Meeting specifically prohibits?

H. L. Hulsopi-le.

The same as she did before, only that she may
be required to retrace her steps in order to retain

that relation. The simple act of willfully doing

that which the Conference prohibits, does not dis-

fellowship a church, but in process of time may
lead to that. Some of the seven churches did

things prohibited by the Gospel. That did not

change their relation to the church at large, but

they were asked to repent.

When there are evil reports of a serious nature against a
brother, should the case be stated to the church before a visit

has been sent and the report investigated, or should there first

be a visit, and the matter investigated, and then let the visit

report to the church what was found? C. K.

Such reports should be investigated, to some ex-

tent, at least, by a visit, and then, if it is deemed
advisable to bring the case before the church, the

brother in question should be duly informed of

the fact, and be notified to appear at the council,

prepared to answer for himself. But in no in-

stance should such reports be taken up without

the party being notified of the fact, and given

ample time to prepare tor the trial.

How are Brethren to proceed, or act, according lo the Gos-
pel, when their stores arc robbed, time and again, and both
property and money arc stolen? N. P, J. S.
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Any well-informed justice of the peace, or con-

stable, will tell you what is your privilege accord-

ing to the law of the land, and for further instruc-

tions, how to proceed in harmony with your Chris-

tian profession, consult the church where you hold

your membership. Law is a good thing if used

lawfully, but we do not want to use it contrary to

the Gospel. Then, furthermore, law is made for

the sinner and lawless, and we do not want to en-

courage that which will make more thieves and

robbers than we already have. To be wise as ser-

pents and harmless as doves, in matters of this

kind is of vital importance. There may be times

when it is necessary to appeal to Caesar, but in do-

ing so we should not violate Gospel principles.

We should think that where Brethren have their

goods and money stolen, all they need to do is to

mention the matter to the proper authorities and

they will see that the necessary efforts are made to

bring the robbers to account, not so much with a

view of having the goods and money returned, as

for the protection of property and preventing

those men from doing still more stealing.

J. H. M.

'HOME AND + FAMILY 4

AT THE DOOR.

I thought myself indeed secure,

So fast the door, so firm the lock;

But lo! he toddling comes to lure

My parent e

My heart wen

r with timorous knock,

itone could it withstand.

s of my baby's plea,

—

That timorous baby-knocking, and

"Please let me in,—it's only me."

I threw aside the unfinished book,

Regardless of its tempting charms,

And, opening wide the door, I took

My laughing darling in my arms.

Who knows but in eternity

I, like a truant child, shall wait

The glories of a life to be
Beyond the Heavenly Father's gate?

And will that Heavenly Father heed

The truant's supplicating cry.

As at the outer door I plead,

""TisI, O Father, only I" ? —Eugene Fit

ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTEEN YEARS OLD.

BV C. W. GUTHRIE.

In this week's Messenger I noticed an account

of two aged women,—the one being one hundred

and four years, and the other one hundred and

thirteen years old. This brings to my mind a Mex-
ican man whom I frequently see. He is almost

one hundred and sixteen years old. He lives not

far from where I work, and I often take him up

and down in the elevator. Sometimes he does not

come to the elevator, but walks up the stairs to the

third floor. He is very nimble, considering his

age.

The thought comes to us: It is not most impor-

tant how long we shall live, but how we should live

in order to meet the approval of him that liveth

forever. It matters not how many days the Lord

has allotted unto us to live. If we are but faithful

unto our calling we may receive the crown which

the Lord has in reservation for all those that love

and serve him. Let us, whether young or old,

strive to attain to that life which is incorruptible,

undefiled and fadeth not away!

Los Angeles, Cal.

UNSEEN PROTECTION.

Nature furnishes us with many similitudes of

the Divine. It is related that a lady was awakened

one morning by a strange noise of pecking at her

window, and when she got up she saw a butterfly

flying backwards and forwards inside the window

in a great fright, because outside there was a spar-

row pecking at the glass, wanting to reach the
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butterfly. The butterfly did not see the glass, but

it saw the sparrow, and evidently expected every

moment to be caught. Neither did the sparrow

see the glass, though it saw the butterfly, and made

su re of catching it. But all the while the butterfly,

because of that thin, invisible sheet of glass, was

actually as safe as if it had been miles away from

the sparrow. It is when we forget our Protector

that our hearts fail us. Elisha's servant was in

great fear when he awoke in the morning and saw the

city of Dothan encompassed with horses and chari-

ots and a great host; but when his eyes were opened

his fears vanished. The unseen protection is ever

present with the Christian.

—

Christian Herald.

PHE Q-OSIPIEI.. JyriHJSaiHJriSJ Q-IEJR,-

—*-* CORRESPONDENCE *~—

Mission Receipts for February, 1897.

{Concluded from page 167.)

Pc-11nsylvania.-B3.ck Creek church, $2; D. M. Meek-

ley, Upton, 50 cents; Mary Oellig, Upton, 50 cents; Dry

Valley Sunday school. Si. 40; a brother and sister near

Waynesboro, S25; total, S29 40

Virginia.—D. C. Cline, New Hope, §1.50; Second

District, £17.56; total, 19 06

Ohio.—Some little girls in Lick Creek Sunday school,

52.07; Tuscarawas church, S2.35; Flora Credlebaugh,

New Carlisle, Si; Salem church, S7.75: a sister in West

Dayton church, 50 cents; total 13 67

Missouri.—Rockingham Sunday school 3 00

Indiana.—Charles Ellenbarger, Cambridge City, 75

cents; Margaret Lark, Knox, 25 cents; Elizabeth Wit-

mer, South Bend, Si ; total, 2 00

Iowa.—May Hoover, 25 cents; J. S. Good, Robins, Si;

total, 1 25

Total, S68 38

World-wide Missions, $ 944 06 S 63148
Asia Minor Mission, 68 17 93 04

Book and Tract Fund, 444 20 305 94

India Mission, 68 38 43 56

Smyrna Orphanage, 343 32

Washington Meetinghouse, 395 S 2

Sufferers in India, 41 3°

Total 82,305 85 51,078 05

Total number of tracts sent out, 60,051 2

there are nine members
the future is encouraging. P

this point would find amplt

harvest is great, but the lab

we pray for laborers, let us al

We read of

here farmers 1

being mad

n and cold

: work in th>

nd the outlook for

resident minister at

00m to work. The
=rs are few. While

in the North, while

fields and gardens

D. L. Forney.
Fid

My Best Library.

January Report. — Under Washington Meetinghousi

Fund, Linnville church, Ind„ S24; should have been Linnville

church, Va. Under World-wide Missions, J. M. Keiser, $2.50,

should be J. W. Keiser. Washington Meetinghouse Fund,

Midland church, S39'6, should have been Nokesville church,

$39.16. The following persons in the Nokesville church

made up the amount: M. G. Early, S5; J. S. Holsinger SS; N.

E. Garber, 50 cents; D. F. Kerlin, $2; George M. Sbaver,$2; H.

A. Wening, 25 cents; Sol. Hershberger, Si; Samuel Wedrick,

S2.So;W, F.Hale, S3; E. R. Holsinger, 50 cents; Lucy Hol-

singer, 50 cents; Jesse Layton, 50 cents; Jacob Holsinger, 50

cents; H, W. Hening Sio; J. C. Herring, 50 cents; A, Hine-

gardner, $y, Nokesville church, $2.41.

December Report. — Under Washington Meetinghouse

Fund, Bear Creek church, Pa., S22.40, should be Bear Creek

church, Md.
June Report.—In 1895, under Washington Meetinghouse

Fund, Rock Creek church, Pa., S18.55, should be Back Creek

church.

Gen, Miss, and Tract Com.
Mt. Morris, III.

From Palestine, Ark.

Saturday, Feb. 13, found Bro. Ira P. Eby and
the writer at Poplar Bluff, Mo. A sister was
anointed and a brother was received back into the

fold during the time Bro. Eby was present. He
then returned home (Laforge, Mo.), where awak-
ened souls were being gathered into the fold, while
We tried to tell the story of the cross a few days
longer. Two were received by baptism and others
are counting the cost.

The first meeting was held at this point two
months ago, when there were but two members.

I have been taking the church papers for thirty-

three years without missing any, and am now read-

ing the thirty-fourth volume. Commencing with

the Gospel Visitor, I have saved all the numbers and
stitched them together in a book form, to give to

my children when I am done with them. They
have been a valuable library to me during this

time. Through them I have learned to understand

the Bible more than by any other reading matter I

had in my possession.

At times I had asked myself whether all the ar-

ticles written were sound doctrine, or whether they

are all prolific of good to the rising generation. If

not, some one has to pay the penalty. It would
have been better if such articles had not been writ-

ten, but the time has come when such articles find

no space in the Messenger, for which I feel re-

joiced. Eternity will tell the story of those con-

tributors who leave a record of their works in print,

for others to read after they have- passed away.

Paul says, in Rom. 14: 7, " For none of us liveth to

himself, and no man dieth to himself." We leave

an influence for good-or evil behind us, by which

others will be affected. A person will die, but his

character will live after him, therefore let us be

careful what we leave on record.

For a member to do without the Messenger,

and be an active, useful member of the church, is

about as difficult as to be a well-informed politician,

without reading political papers.

Jacob Kintner.
Moats, Defiance Co., Ohio.

Bulsar Jottings.

—The famine in India and the plague in Bombay
still continue. Large sums have been subscribed,

in England and elsewhere, for the relief of the peo-

ple.

—The thermometer goes down to 6o° these days,

and we feel the cold quite a good deal. Of course

fire-place in our house.

—Last Sunday was a busy day. At sunrise we

went to a neighboring village to pr each. When we

got back, Sunday school was over . Then we had

breakfast, and after breakfast, o jr daily family

prayers, which we usually continue longer on Sun-

day. Then, soon after, a Mohamm edan called, and

we talked long together. Then we had a lunch for

dinner. Then five Hindoos called and we talked

to them of Christ until after four o'clock. Then I

began to be in earnest about finding a text for our

English services, at six o'clock. I preached on I

Sam. 15: 7, last part. We had supper after we got

1 the ung.

—Preaching in the open air and on the streets is

a necessity in India. With some exceptions, those

who are not converted will not attend services in a

Christian church. They will listen on the street.

To those who are sorrowing because we have no

meetinghouse, I would say, It cannot be helped.

We must go on the plan of first the meeting, then

the house. In a Christian land it is often the case

that if you get the place of worship you can bring

in the worshipers, but in the Orient, which is a

non-christian land, and where it is generally more

comfortable to be out-of-doors than in, we must la-

bor for souls in the preaching of the Gospel out-of-

doors, on the highways and in the markets and

busy streets.

—A few days ago we met a man with whom,

about three weeks before, I had a lengthy argu-

ment on lying. He argued that a lie was some-

times justifiable. His one example was that if he

: about to starve to death, and would ask a
for the loan of four annas for a day, the man

Id give it to him. Then he probably could pay
t if he should ask (o

1 he would not get it, and
ould have saved his life by
! he had better die in that

iar. Well,

nd things did not

he cut off the end
and then tried to

e no objection to

it back in a month. B
money for a month, th

so would die, when he
telling a lie. I told hi

case. Better die a true man than live a li;

when we met him last, I asked him how he was get-
ting on. He said: " First rate, Saheb. I have not
told a lie since our talk that time."

—A Hindoo carpenter was doing some repairing
on our cook-house. We wanted the cookhouse
separate from the house we live in, thus making a

little walk, or way, between. I measured the width
of the walk by a bamboo stick, by which he was to
be guided in making it. One end came all right,

but when he was at the othci

quite square up properly, and
of the stick. I laughed at hi

explain to him, but he could

that way of " making ends me
dent, however amusing, we may study 1 1 indoo spir-

itual life. If a good god is too high for their man-
ner of life, they can adopt a meaner one, for they
have 330,000,000 to choose from. If a church is too
separate from the world, and too much filled with

the Spirit for somebody, he can seek a more world-

ly church. In this, it seems to me, my carpenter,

the average Hindoo, and the worldly Christian are

nearly similar. W. B. Stover.
Bulsar, Ind.Jan. 28.

Echoes from the Highway.

Southern California has been favored with quite

a number of visiting ministers during the present

winter. Bro. Holsinger has been busy in the mis-

sion field. He is now holding forth in this city.

Bro. Parker has been occupied most of the time in

sounding the Gospel trumpet with no uncertain

sound. There has been an ingathering, in some of

the congregations, and the good work still goes

on. Quite a number of lambs have been brought

into full church relationship in the Covina congre-

gation. They range in age from seven years old to

those in their teens.

While standing by the water-side and seeing lit-

tle children entering into a covenant relationship

with their God, we were impressed with many seri-

ous, yet joyful thoughts. In this age and land of

Bible instruction, why should not the children,

—

whom God has entrusted to the care of his people

(to be brought up in the nurture and admonition of

the Lord),—at a tender age become recipients of

church favors?

If, by the merits of the atonement, children occu-

py a condition of sanctification within the church,

under the divine blessing they received when Christ

took them into his arms, why should they be con-

sidered as out of the church or as sinners, needing

conversion? Is it possible that children must trans-

gress and get outside the pale of safety, before they

can become members of the church militant? May

not children be so brought up by pious parents,

and under the influence of Sunday schools and Bi-

ble teaching, as to continue in favor with God, and

enter into a covenant with him in baptism, before

they have ever sinned against him? In such cases

baptism would be a matter of " fulfilling all right

eousness," and the change of condition, from a

state of passive holiness to that of active holiness.

If the above conclusions are well taken, as a pos-

sibility, how important that children be raised

under Gospel influence, in order that sinful in-

fluences might be counteracted and escaped!

Is it consistent to say, when taking quite small

children into the church who have been raised

properly and always manifested a kind disposition,

that they are now to be born again and washed in

the blood of the Lamb from all their sins, and the

next day, in a funeral sermon of a child, some

years older, say it will ever be safe in the heavenly

fold? Let us think on these things'

Los Angeles, Col.

J. S. F,
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From Fairvlew, Iowa.

As Bro. Levi Whislcr, of Longmont, Colo., was

here on a visit to his aged mother, the church

concluded to employ him. Meetings were com-

menced Jan. 17, continuing one week. Bro, Whis-

ler preached each alternate night, and the home

ministers the other time. On account of bad

weather the congregations were small, but we re-

ceived much good counsel. There were no acces-

sions, though some have been caused to think.

Jan. 30 we met in quarterly council. It was pro-

posed to support an orphan in Smyrna. Arrange-

ments were made which will probably result favor-

ably.

Our prayer meetings are increasing in numbers

and interest. We have decided to have services

every Sunday night, as well as every Sunday.

Mr. Johnson, of Carrollton, Mo., Disciple minis-

ter, preached three sermons-here. His first sermon

was " Christ's will."

The second night he said that nothing done be-

fore the Day of Pentecost need be obeyed. He
claimed that Matt, 28: 19 is not the form for bap-

tism, but that we should baptize in the name of

the Lord Jesus Christ. He said that was his way,

but one of his members said he used Matt. 28: 19

the week before, when baptizing. He also said

that Christ gave the apostles the example of feet-

washing because they were quarreling who should

be greatest. He said that " happy are ye if ye do

these things," had no reference to feet-washing,

but to a passage in Luke. He claimed to be

against secrecy, and in favor of plain dressing, but

that he could not stem the tide of fashion, no more

than turn the Mississippi River. He thought that

if the kiss was the holy kiss, it might be used pro-

miscuously. He also made some remarks on the

" square meal " and other things.

He then gave opportunity for any one, who
thought he had not explained the Scriptures prop-

erly, to reply. Eld. Replogle arose, told the con-

gregation that to sit still was not the thing to do,

that we could vindicate our doctrine, but he did

not intend to do so then. He said if Mr. Johnson
or his friends came for a discussion, they would be

sadly disappointed. His meetings did us more
good than anything else he could have done.

Even outsiders expressed quite warm feelings for us.

The final outcome was, that the Disciples discon-

tinued their meetings and no one knew why, other

than Mr. Johnson said he would go where people

would accept and obey the Gospel.

Myrta Leavell.
Feb. 24.

From the Dry Creek Church, Linn County, Iowa.

h,;lo

eting

The members of this church m<
council to-day. Considerable busine

the meeting but was disposed of in a

way. One prominent feature of th

the missionary spirit. Arrangemen
to establish mission points for preaching at two
lated places, where there are a few members
ing.

In addition to our regular Sunday morning servi-

ces, the church decided to have preaching each
Sunday evening, and prayer meeting on Wednes-
day evening of each week.

We also decided to hold a love feast May 29 and
30, preceded by a series of meetings of one week,
to be conducted by Bro. Chas. M. Yearout, of Ce-
dar Rapids.

Eld. S. H. Miller, of South Waterloo, Iowa, has
labored faithfully with and for the church at this

place, and the spirit of the Lord is again
the work, D. W. M

Feb.

Death of Bro. Alfred T. Simmons,

All of the community were shocked to learn of
the sad and sudden death of Bro. Alfred T. Sim-
mons, on Saturday, Feb. 20. His death was caused

l»tly by a board, th;niyn from
3 saw,

vhile he 1 his brotheas acting as s

mill. His death will be a great loss, not only to

his family and the community, but especially to

the newly- formed congregation at Everett, of

which he was the only minister in the second de-

gree.

He was earnest, intelligent and energetic, and
anxious to improve himself in the calling to which

he had been chosen, sparing neither time nor mon-
ey to make himself a workman "that needeth not

to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth."

Alfred T. Sii

nty,

Bedford Co., Pa., Feb. 20,

month and 20 days.

He joined the Brethren

of age. He was m

Huntingdi

died near Everett,

7. aged 32 years, 1

hurch when sixteen

ried to Sister Laura
Rice in 1885; was chosen to the deacon's office in

1888; elected to the ministry Feb. 14, 1894, and ad-

vanced to the second degree on Thanksgiving Day,

1895. Eld. Geo. W. Brumbaugh, of Cove Station,

conducted the funeral services, basing his remarks
on the words, " Therefore be ye also ready, for in

such an hour as ye think not the Son of man com-
eth." He was assisted by brethren D. A. Stayer,

Wm. S. Ritchey, and Geo. S. Myers. Bro. Sim-
mons leaves a wife and five small children.

John S. Hershberger.
Everett, Pa,

From the Altoona Church, Pa.

Since our last report the church at this place has
been able to do some work. Bro, J. W. Wilt, one
of our elders, recently closed a series of meetings
at our mission in Bell wood. Several were re-

claimed, and sixteen were added by baptism,

During 1896 we received three by baptism and
reclaimed two. At a meeting on the evening of

Feb, 22, we elected three brethren to the office of

deacon. Bro. Swigart, of Huntingdon, was pres-

ent, and officiated. We have a Sunday school of

over two hundred members. Our Bible class is

held on Wednesday evening and a well-attended

young people's meeting on Sunday evening before
preaching services.

Bro. Brallier, one of our elders, has been quite ill

for some time, but is now improving.

Harvey Hess,
Feb, 24.

From the Coon River Church, Iowa.

We assembled in council Feb. 26. Much busi-

ness was satisfactorily disposed of. One young
brother was received by letter. Three letters of
membership were granted.

One of our ministers,—Jos. L. Myers,—has, with

his wife, decided to heed the call of the Harlan
church, about sixty miles west, to come to their as-

sistance, as they are left without a minister. Bro.

Joseph has labored faithfully among us for fourteen

years. His wife lived in Guthrie County nearly all

the time, for the last forty years, having come here
in May, 1857, and was one of the original eight

members of the Coon River church, when first or-

ganized.

Bro. Jacob Fitz, our secretary and treasurer, has
decided to go to North Dakota. His place will be
hard to fill, especially in singing, We have decid-

ed to hold our spring love feast May 15, at 2 P. M,

J. D. Haughteljn,
Panora, Ioiva, March 1,

From Vlrden, III.

The Pleasant Hill church convened in regular

council Feb. 13, also Feb. 27, with Eld. J. H, Bru-
baker presiding. The church was fairly well repre-

sented, and the business presented was disposed of

in a judicious manner. The Mission and Tract
funds received attention, and the proportional

amount for District Funds was announced, so that

the yearly quoto may be raised. The Sunday
school at the church was reorganized, with Bro. N.

J. Brubaker as Superintendent The Sunday school

at Girarr will use the Sunday gchqg] Snnfr Rnnk

March 13, i8
9?i

Our delegate, chosen for Annual Meeting, is S. S
Brubaker, with Bro. D. C. Vaniman as alternate

Bro. A. A. Neher is appointed as the recording

secretary 'of the church. A number of certificates

of membership were granted. Among those pre-

sented, some were from Kansas and Iowa. Since

our last report, two,—a husband and his com-

panion,—were received into fellowship by baptism,

Visitors from adjoining churches were present, and

rendered valuable assistance. James Wirt.
Feb. 28.

Notes x from x our x Correspondents.

Pleasant Dale, Ind.—Feb. 13 Bro. George Misb-

ler, of Kinzie, Ind., made us a very pleasant call,

giving us five very interesting sermons.

—

H.J, Dill

ing, Feb. 16.

Little Swatara Church, Pa.—Bro. H. E. Light,

of Mountville, Pa., was with us from Feb. 6 to Feb.

21. He preached seventeen sermons, resulting in

nine conversions.—Z><zn:>/ R. Klein, Bethel, Pa., Fib,

27.

Arcadia, Nebr.—Bro. McCrea came to our place

Feb. 3, and preached nine soul-cheering sermons.

Owing to the cold weather, and ill health of Bro.

McCrea, the meeting was held at the writer's house.
—D. M. Ross, Feb. 24.

Woodbury Church, Pa.—We held our quarterly

council Feb. 20. All business brought before the

meeting was disposed of, we trust, to the glory of

God. Elders John L. Holsinger and J. B. Miller

will represent us at District Meeting.—/. C. Stayer,

March 2.

Camp Creek, Ind.—Bro. Edward Buff came to us

Feb. 14, and held a week's meetings, preaching, in

all, ten very interesting sermons. One was made
to accept Christ through baptism, and others were

made to feel their need of Christ.

—

Laura A. Mer-

cer, Feb. 24.

Birmingham, Iowa.—The Pleasant Hill church

met in regular council Feb, 18. All busine
disposed of in kindness, We will organiz

Sunday school March 21. Our love feast will be

May 14. Bro. Samuel Goughnour preached a ser-

mon for us that evening.—Harley Johnston, Feb. 27.

Special Notice.—All who are writing manu-

scripts for tracts or leaflets, for the inspection of

the Examining and General Missionary Committees,

should prepare the same in the best possible shape,

and send them to " Missionary and Tract Commit-

tee," Mt. Morris, Ogle Co., 111., on or before May
\

1897. Promptness is required to insure attention,

—E. Eby, Booth, Kans.

Kansas City, Kans.—The meetings in Kansas

City closed last night with fourteen services, six

baptisms, and two more awaiting the ordinance.

There is a mission field opening here, and an inter-

est awakened in this great city that is well worthy

of the attention of our General Mission Board.

The great financial crisis is opening the way for a

wonderful work there, by the Brethren,— C. C. Root,

March 1.

St. Vrain Church, Colo.—This church met in

special council Feb. 13, to transact some unfinished

business, held over from our quarterly council.

The work was done in a spirit of love and good

feeling. Two were received by letter, and five let-

ters were granted. Feb. 28 four more were re-

ceived by letter, one was baptized, and others seem

near the kingdom.—/i. C. Snowbcrger, Lovgm^l,

Colo., March r.

Pleasant Dale Church, Ind.—Our regular quar-

terly council occurred Feb. 27. We had a very

pleasant meeting. Bro. J. W. Stoneburner was ad'

vanced to the second degree of the ministry.
uf

Sunday school will be organized April 4.
T,,e

church elected delegates to District and Annual

ngs. It was decided to raise money at <

quarterly council for

Oillin^ March 1

™ry purposes __# I
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Spring Creek Oburch, Ind.—The members met

jn
quarterly council Feb. 25. There was a good

deal ct business before the meeting, but all passed

off very pleasantly. We made arrangements to or-

ganize our Sunday school the last Sunday in

March, and also elected delegates to District Meet-

ing.—Robert Ross, March 2.

Clifton, N. C—Our regular monthly meeting,

feb. 27 and 28, was a season of rejoicing to the

brethren and sisters of the Flat Rock church,

North Carolina. Eld. Henry Sheets was with us

i r the first time in three months, having been con-

fined at his home by a serious illness. Thank the

Lord for his recovery!—D P. Welsh, March 1,

Brice, Mich.—Bro. M M. Sherrick just closed a

very interesting series of meetings at the New Ha-
church. He gave us twenty-three sermons.

The attendance was all that could be expected.

Many have been suffering from la grippe and

Ids. While the emotions of the people were not

much wrought upon, they were induced to think

riously, relative to the great plan of redemption.

—/. W. Chambers.

Casstown Church, Ohio.—Bro. David S. Filbrum

held a two weeks' series of meetings recently. His

s were much appreciated. While there were
imediate results, some were much impressed.

:hurch is much encouraged. Bro. G. H. Van-
dyke, of Arkansas, expects to locate among us.

Hro. Joseph Studebaker, of Flora, Ind.
t
has been

onducting a successful singing school in our

church.—/?. W. Weddle, Feb, 23.

Middle River Church, Va.—Our regular quarter-

ly council occurred Feb. 27. We had a very pleas-

unt meeting, Bro. D. C. Flory is our delegate to

Annual Meeting. Brethren D. C. Cline and J. F.

Miller are our delegites to District Meeting. Eld-

:rj. M. Cline and Bro. D. S. Garber will superin-

:end our Sunday school. We decided to begin a

series of meetings about May 10, in the Middle
River church.—/. F. Miller, Knightly, Va,

Sraithboro, 111.—To-day was the regular quarterly

:ouncil for the Hurricane Creek church. Our elder,

Henry Lilligh, of the Mulberry Grove church, pre-

iicled over the meeting, assisted by George Stauffer

ind the home minister, John Cripe. On account of

muddy roads and much sickness, not many attend-

ed, Wife being sick, the writer could not attend.

We learn that all business that came before the

neeting was disposed of in a Christian-like man-
ler.

—

Cornelius Kessler, Feb. 22.

Astoria Church, 111.—March 2 the members met
in quarterly council at the Walnut church. Let-

ters of membership were granted; also four letters

lembership received. Eld. J. H. BaUer was
chosen delegate to Annual Meeting, with A. H.

, Alternate." Bro. A. H. Lind was re-elected

Sunday school Superintendent. We decided to

a love feast some time this spring. Some of

usiness attended to required considerable pa-

e, yet, we hope, all was disposed of in love.

—

Matiie Davis, March 2.

Solomon's Creek Church, Ind.—Bro. D. B. Gib-
son, of Cerro Gordo, 111., was with us three and a

ialf weeks, preaching in the town of New Paris. He
'id excellent work. We had good meetings, large

congregations, good sleighing and moonlight nights,

most of the time. Thirty years ago Bro. Gibson
l'ved here about a year, and this was his first visit

s'nce he left. As a result of the meetings three were
ized, one reclaimed, and two applicants yet un-

'zed. Others, we think, are near the kingdom.
J- Henry Warsiler, Feb. 2j.

Powell Valley Church, Oregon.—We met in

^rteriy council Feb. 20. All business was dis-

ied of in a Christian spirit. One was added to
the church by letter. One dollar was contributed
'Of the Washington City meetinghouse. We decid-

ed
to hold our next quarterly council in the church-

hQise near Gresham, May 15. There will be
Poaching the next day at II. We would be glad

me ministering brother would favor us with a
s 't at that time.

—

Nancy Bahr, Damascus, Oregon,

TIEIIE GOSPEL MZESSZELTSJ-q-EJR,.

Montgomery Church, Pa.—Bro. J. C. Johnson,
of Uniontown, Pa., came to us Feb. 13, and
preached eighteen good sermons. He left deep
impressions on the hearers. There were no addi-
tions to the church. Some were convinced of sin,

and the necessity of following their Lord in his

footsteps.—J. C. Brilhart, Ord, Pa., March 2,

White Oak Church, Ohio.—Feb. 6, Bro. Jesse K.
Brumbaugh, of Union, Ohio, came to assist in a se-

ries of meetings and remained until the 21st of the
same month, preaching, in all, twenty-one sermons.
The members were strengthened in the faith, and
many lasting impressions were made upon the
hearts of the people.—B. S. landess, March 2.

Woodstock Congregation, Va.—Our quarterly

council was held on Saturday, Feb. 27. Consider-
able business came before the meeting. Our Sun-
day school was reorganized by electing Bro. M.
Gochenour, Superintendent. One brother was re-

ceived by letter. One brother, who had strayed

away years aeo, was joyfully received into the fold

again. Bro. A. Hutchison is expected to be with

us some time in April. Bro. John L. Ryman and
the writer were elected delegates to District Meet-
ing.—^. H. Copp, Toms Brook, Va., March 1.

Malmo, Sweden.— I went to Wanneberga Dec. 1,

and held meetings each day till Feb. 8. The servi-

ces were well attended and greatly blessed. A sis-

ter was restored who had been away from the fold

for some time. Two Baptists, —friends Nielson
and Bokeberg,—were much impressed. The audi-

ence, after the meeting, were given refreshments,

and thus both soul and body were nourished.

God bless all in the work, but especially those

who preach the Word. Pray for all the Brethren

in Sweden as well as in America.

—

H. Ohlsson,

Barren Ridge, Va.—Feb. 27 the church assem-

bled in council. Everything passed off pleasantly.

Among the business of the day was the organiza-

tion o.f the Sunday school, with the writer as Sup-
erintendent, and the election of delegates to Annu-
al and District Meetings. Bro. J. C. Garber goes

to Annual Meeting, and brethren Jacob Gochenour
and Samuel Huffman to District Meeting. The
solicitors having reported favorably, it was decided

to build a churchhouse, 25x35 feet in size, at "Old
Orchard," a point in the Blue Ridge Mountains.

—

AT. Walter Coffman, March 1.

Menlo, Kans.—Bro. Bingaman came here Feb. n
and next evening began Bible Land talks. He
gave us, in all, eleven talks,—seven at Menlo and

four at Rexford. On Saturday evening he gave an

illustrated talk, showing and explaining, to a large

audience, nine different costumes, and many relics.

These talks were very interesting. Bro. Bingaman

is traveling in the interest of the Armenian Or-

phanage. We took up collections and raised the

sum of S7.03. Bro. Bingaman will start for Quin-

ter to-morrow, accompanied by the writer's father

and mother.

—

Annie Wine, Feb. 21.

Mud Creek, Va.— Brethren J. G. Lewis and Geo.

W. Miller, met at the Mud Creek schoolhouse, Sat-

urday, Feb. 13, to hold a series of meetings.

Twenty-two sermons were preached. The weather

was rather disagreeable, but the attendance was ex-

ceptionally good. Much interest was manifested,

and the best of order prevailed. About thirty fam-

ilies were visited, and family services held, There

were six additions to the church, with several

more near the kingdom. It is to be hoped that a

strong church of the Brethren may be built up at

this point.—/. E. Parsons, Feb. 30.

Middlebury, Ind.—In 1896 Mr. Isaac Mitchner

and sister Mitchner, his wife, moved from the

Pleasant Valley church, Elkhart Co., Ind., to Brin-

ton, Isabella Co., Mich. Since that time Mr.

Mitchner has been unfortunate enough to break

one of his limbs. He has a great desire to unite

with the Brethren church, but does not know of

any Brethren near there. If he is living in the

bounds of an organized church, will the church be

so kind as to look after him? One soul in the

sight of God is very precious.— Christian Schrock,

March /.

"73

Goshen, Ind.—This church held two series of
meetings this winter, conducted by our home min-
try. Bro. Levi Hoke conducted the one at the
Pine Creek house, commencing Jan. 19. He deliv-
ered eighteen able sermons, with no immediate ad-
ditions, but the members were much revived. Bro.
J. H. Miller commenced at the West Goshen house!
Feb. 1, and preached twenty-five very interesting
sermons. During that time three sisters and one
brother were added to the church by baptism. We
hope that, through these meetings, our members
may make a greater effort in church and Sunday
school work.—David R. Myers, Box 123, March 4.

Logan Church, Ohio.—We had a very pleasant
council Feb. 27. Bro. L. H, Dickey, our presiding
elder, was with us. Considerable business came
before the meeting, all of which was disposed of
satisfactorily. Bro. Wm. Bean is our delegate to
Annual Conference. Bro. J. T. Frantz and Abed-
nego Miller are our delegates to District Meeting.
One was restored to membership, and indications

are that several more will follow soon. The Dis-
trict Meeting for Northwestern Ohio will be held
at our churchhouse the third Friday in April.
Missionary Meeting will be held the day before.

Our Clerk will make announcement in due time,

with time of arrival of trains from different sta-

tions.—;John R. Snyder, Bellejontaine, Ohio, March 1.

Green Mount, Va.—Eld. John P. Zigler came to

us Feb. 7, to commence a series of meetings. The
weather being very unfavorable, we scarcely knew
whether to continue or not, but we decided to go
on with the meetings. Bro. Zigler labored faithful-

ly until Monday, Feb. 22, with a good attendance,

considering the inclement weather. Considerable

interest was manifested in the meetings. He
preached, in all, twenty-one sermons, much to the

encouragement of the saints, Strong appeals were

made to the unconverted. Eleven precious souls

were made willing to forsake sin, and were bap-

tized. Others are seemingly near. Those baptized

were all young in years. By properly applying

themselves they may be able to do much for the

Lord.

—

Jacob A. Garber, Fib. 24.

Ludlow Church, Darke Co., Ohio.—With the as-

sistance of Bro. Daniel Garver, of Farmersville,

Ohio, our members began a series of meetings in

the Painter Creek house, Feb. 6/ continuing until

Feb. 22. The congregations were large and the or-

der and interest good. Six precious souls made
the good confession and were baptized. Members
were greatly encouraged by Bro. Garver's inspiring

sermons, to press on in serving the Mas'er. Feb.

27 Bro. Garver expects to begin a series of meet-

ings in the Union Chapel at Fort Jefferson. Busi-

ness at our quarterly council, Feb. 20, passed off

pleasantly. Bro. Adam Peiffer was elected Sunday

school Superintendent at the Georgetown house.

One prominent brother, who has for years been

identified with the Old Order Brethren, was re-

claimed, Our first experience in winter Sunday

schools is very encouraging.

—

Levi Mtnnxch, Painter

Creek, Ohio, Feb. 25.

Eel River Church, Ind.— Bro. Joseph Spitzer

came to us Feb. 11, and commenced to preach in

the town of Silver Lake. He preached twenty-two

sermons. Our meetings closed last night, Feb. 28.

We received four by baptism. Two of these are

mutes,—husband and wife,—living in Silver Lake.

Brother John Collins and wife, of Argos, Ind,, did

the interpreting. It was the first Gospel preaching

they ever heard or understood. They were the

first we ever baptized that could not hear. We got

along very well by the assistance of the interpret-

ers. Our meetings were well attended through-

out, and we think more are near the kingdom. No

preventing providence, Bro. Spitzer will come back

Aug. 7. Later.—Another mute was received by

baptism. By the assistance of Sister Collins, of Ar-

gos, he saw the error of his way, and wanted to do

better. He was baptized after our meetings closed

at Silver Lake, Ind. Churches that need interpret-

ers will do well to send for brother or sister Col-

lins, but remember, they are poor.—Emmanuel

Leckrone, Silver Lake, Ind., March ?.



THE GOSPEL MESSEN'QEB

MINISTERIAL PROGRAMS.

Middle District of Missouri.

Thk following Is the program of tbc Minis-

terial Meeting of the Middle District nl Mis-

souri, to be held in the Mound churcb, at Adri-

an, Bates Co., Mo., April 28, 1897:

1. " Prayer,— Its Use; Appropriate on Difler-

cnt Occasions; How Delivered on Public Occa-

sions."—D. M. Mohler, Jacob Blocber.

2. " Importance of Unity in the Local Church

and the District."—M. I . Baer, E. K. John.

3. "Define the Relation of District Meeting

to the Local Churches and to Annual Meet-

ing."—F. Culp, John Hougendougler,

4.
" Importance of Cultivating a Warm and

Affectionate Feeling between the Laity and

Minister and How."-John E, Mohler, David

Bowman.

5. "Importance of the Laity and Officials

Working Unitedly and Harmoniously together

in Maintaining Gospel Order, and How."—

Wm. Holsopplc, Levi Mohler.

6. " What Effect will it have on the Hearer

of the Preached Word, if the Laity Faithfully

Attend all Church Services, and Live out the

Gospel Principles?"—C. F. Boyd, R. S. Rust.

7. "Give Results of Faithfulness and Un-

faithfulness on the Part of the Minister."—J.

W. Brooks, T, J. Simmons,

S. Missionary sermon by J. M. Mohler at 7

P. M.

;- Those coming by rail will please notify

G. W. Lent*, Adrian, Mo., as to time of com-

Ihe people generally, bill u will do good.

Stephen Fiskc tells of Lincoln's trip to Wash-

igton, and his inauguration. To say the least

nsu'ly interesting, but it seems to US that ;

tile tOO much Stress 13 laid on Mr. Lincoln":

Wkwardncis. True, he made some blunders

but the way they are here brought out does no

strike us just right. Vet, blunder or no blun

Mr. Lincoln always came to the front.

-OUR x BOOK x TABLE<-

All of Grace, by Spurgeon, price, 50 cents.

Fleming H. Revell, publishers, Chicago, 111.

A neatly-printed and well-bound little volume

of 128 pages. It discusses the question of

grace in Spurgeon's usual interesting manner.

While we cannot always endorse Mr. Spur-

geon's doctrine, it is still interesting and in-

structive to read what he has to say on so im-

portant a question, This is one of a series ol

twenty-eight volumes which the publishers are

issuing. Other volumes will follow in course

of time and will go to make up a library of

hooks that will certainly prove helpful to the

earnest reading public.

I'hx- Pulpit Commentary. This work has

just been completed in fifty-one volumes, after

years of labor by many of the best scholars of

the leading churches and of almost every

phase of intelligently conservative religious

thought.

The Funk & Wagnalls Company have con-

cluded arrangements whereby they exclusive-

ly will publish for America the Pulpit Com-
mentary, the fifty-first volume (the concluding

volume) of which is now in press. This work,

as the successive volumes have appeared dur-

ing the past few years,*bas achieved great rep-

utation in England, and among many leading

Biblical scholars in this country. Spurgeon
declares that the best scholars of the age were
employed on the work.

Said C. H. Spurgeon in Sword and Troivel,

shortly belore his death; "Asthe Book of Num-
bers has never yet been fully expounded, we
all the more heartily welcome this volume. If

by any good word of ours we could increase

the sate of this noble series of commentaries,
we should count the time and space to be most
profitably employed. The publishers deserve
to be supported abundantly m an enterprise so

daringly planned and so admirably executed.

Perhaps the best service we can render both
to our readers and the publishers is to quote
from the prospectus the following statenu

to the design of these volumes upon which the

best scholars of the age are employed, .

do not know where else the preacher
look for the same aid. . . Preachers must
mistaken their calling altogether if they could
not find it easy to think out a sermon after c

suiting the Pulpit Commentary."

The Ladies' Home Journal is always in:

esting', but the issue for March is more than
dinary. The paper that interested us ni

was, " A Day with the President at his Desk,"
by Benjamin Harrison. No one can read this

paper without being greatly benefited. Such
information is not only highly appreciated by

.1, tins
i rathe 1 pape;

.-/ Study of the Pentateuch, by Rufus P.

Stcbbins, D. D., with a preface by H. L. Hasl-

who is also the publisher, Boston, Mass.,

cr-covercd volume of nearly 250 pages,

:d in large type, on excellent paper, price,

its, In this volume the authenticity and

ilencss of the Pentateuch are discussed in

tbc light of all recent discoveries, and also in

cw of what has been brought out by the

bools of higher criticism. The difficult the-

ies, advanced by some of those higher crit-

5, are taken up, discussed and demolished in

most practical way. Any one not fully con-

usant with ihe proof;; thai are existing in sup-

port of the inspiration of the Pentateuch, and

s as its only author, should not fail to

this little volume a very careful reading.

The Testimony of the Land of the Book, by
David Gregg, D. D., E. B. Treat, New York,

publisher, price, 35 cents. The volume is

, contains an exceedingly instructive line

of thought pertaining to the "Charms of the

Land of Palestine," "The Land in its Physical

Features as an Argument in Favor of the Bi-

ble," and "The Land in the Light of Modern
iveries as an Additional Argument." Un-

der these three heads much valuable matter is

brought together and treated in a way that, for

ort reading, will be quite helpful to the ordi-

ry Bible student.

The Testimony of History to the Truth of
Scripture, or Historical Illustrations of the Old

Testament, Gathered from' Ancient Records,

Monuments and Inscriptions, by George Raw-
linson, A. M., H. L. Hastings, Boston, Mass.,

publisher, price, 35 cents, paper covered, and

neatly printed in large type on good, substan-

tial paper, This volume discusses a question

st importance to every careful Bible stu-

It goes back to the ancient records that

come down to us through various chan-

nels. It takes up the inscriptions on stones

that have existed for thousands of years, and
then it considers the writings found on monu-
ments and temples, in a manner which not on-

ly confirms the narratives which the Bible it-

self contains, but goes on to show that the dif-

ferent writers of the Sacred Volume were men
of education, men who understood what they

; writing about, and that their statements

be relied upon. It should be remembered
that the Bible was written and widely read for

thousands of years before the inscriptions on
those monuments were made known, and long

before the buried tablets were brought to light,

and now, since the- two lines of evidence are

brought together, and are shown to agree so

well, we are unavoidably led to place the Sa-

cred Volume only that much closer to our

hearts, for we know of a certainty that it is an
inspired volume, for it agrees with all known
facts discovered concerning it,

WVRICK.—In the town of Milford, within

tbc bounds of the Bethel congregation, Kosci-

usko Co., Ind., Feb. ifj, 1807, Bro. Frederick

:k, aged 58 years and 22 days. Bro. Wy-
was unexpectedly called from time to

ly. He hitched up a colt to a road cart,

taking care to tie the colt down so as to prevent

eking, and started to Nappanee foradoctor

for his wife, who is in very ill health. When
niles on the way the colt, by some

>egan to kick. Some children, who
iccurrence, said he fell off the cart,

his feet, staggered and fell again,

When help came he was found lying by the

iadside, his head and shoulders in a ditch

filled with water. He lived but a short time,

having been kicked upon the breast and in-

jured internally, as the breast-bone was brok-

was born in Montgomery County,

d left an orphan at the age of six

He was joined in marriage to Mary
Ann Adams. To them were born three chil-

having died in infancy. Funeral

by the writer at the Union cemetery,

Elkhart Co., Ind. J. Henry Wabstler.

TREESH.—In the Solomon's Creek congre-

gation, Elkhart Co., Ind., Feb 13, 1897, of con-

ption, Reuben, son of Brother Michael and

;r Mary Ann Treesh, aged 29 years, l

th and 15 days. He was joined in mar-

eto Winnie Traister, Sept. 20, 1888. To
them was bom one son, now about four years

f age, who, with his mother,—a sister in the

burch,— is left. He lived a moral life, and,

ike many others, did not expect to meet death

soon, hence put off his return to the fold. A
hort time before the summons came he seemed
realize the nearness of death, as well as his

iwn condition, and called for the prayers of

brethren and sisters who were present. They
prayed for and with him, for he seemed to join

n supplication to the Lord, after

which he requested to be received into the

church by baptism. It was then too late, for

1 the spirit took its flight. Funeral serv-

conducted by Amsey H. Puterbaugh and

n the Bethel Chapel, Kosciusko Co.,

-MATRIMONIAL-

KELLER—HILARY.—At the residence of

the bride's parents, by the undersigned, Feb,

24, 1897, Bro. D. H. Keller, of Cedar County,

Iowa, and Sister Martha E. Hilary, of Nobles
County. Minn. c. S. Hilary.

FALLEN t ASLEEP ...

COFFMAN.—Near Mt. Morris, III., Feb. 24

1807, Sister Catherine Coffman, (nee Price)

wife of Edmund Coffman (deceased) aged 71

years, 2 months and 1 day. Deceased wa*

born at Martinsburg, Berkeley Co., W. Va,
Dec. 23, 1825. She was married to Edmund
Coffman, Dec. 15, 1842. She endeared herself

to all by an amiable disposition. Funeral
services by Eld. Jos. Amick, assisted by Eld
M. S. Newcomer, at the College Chapel.

Ind. J. He Wak

WASHINGTON. — In the bounds of the

Washington church, Washington, D. C, Feb.

19, 1897, Sister Laura, wife of Bro. Hampton
H. Washington, aged 43 years. They former-

ly lived in Edom, Rockingham Co., Va. De-
d was the daughter of Isaac and Emma

Rinehardt. She suffered over four years with

mcer. She requested her remains to be in-

rred in the Linnville Creek graveyard. The
body arrived here on Saturday evening. Fu-

neral services on Monday, by Bro. Albert Hol-

linger, assisted by brethren M. B. E. Kline and

David H. Zigler, from Isa. 55: 8.

S. R. Whisler.

PRICE.—At his home, one-fourth mile north

of the Brethren church, near Fairview, Iowa,

18, 1897, of spinal trouble, friend Alex.

:, aged 49 years, 4 months and 13 days.

About five years ago he, with family, was vis-

ting at the home of Sister Leavell. When
they started home they undertook to drive a

calf, which had broken out during their ab-

sence. It came up behind them, and, as they

were driving a colt, it became frightened and
started to run. Before going far, the team ran

out of the road, suddenly turning the buggy,

and throwing Mr. Price on his head in the

bank. A little farther on the tongue (

down, throwing the remainder of the family

out. His wife was picked up unconscious, but

the two small children were not hurt. Mrs,

Price soon recovered, while her husband got

worse. He went to Missouri and Buffalo, N,

Y,, and received medical treatment, but relief

was only temporary, and a few weeks before

his death his suffering was intense. A
buncle formed in his side, blood poison s

and finally death released him. He lea

wife, four daughters and one son. His

(Annie) is the daughter of Bro. Abraham and
Sister Mary Zook. They were once members
of the Brethren, but afterwards joined the Pro'

gressive church. Funeral services by Mrs
Clara Flora; of the Progressive church, assist-

ed by Eld. Replogle, of the Brethren churcb,

from Rev. 14: 13. Myrta Leavei l.

CHRONISTER.—In the Weeping Watei
church, near Eagle, Cass Co.. Nebr., Feb. 23

1897, Sister Susan Chronister, aged 71 years

9 months and 17 days. She was a member of

the Brethren church for about forty-thi

years, Funeral services by the Brethren.

I J. L. Snavely

MILLER.—Near Alvo, Cass Co., Ncbr., Feb

, 1897, friend Darnel Miller, aged 36 years

He never made a profession of religion. Fu.
:ral services by the Brethren, in the Weeping
'ater church. J. L. Snavely.

MILLER. -In the Harris Creek church,

Feb. 15, 1897, Bro. Henry B. Miller, aged jj

years, 11 months and 12 days. In 1850 he was
ed to Rachel Harrison. To them were

born six children, five of whom are yet living

The deceased leaves a wife, five children and

live sisters, I. J. Rosenijerger,

BORDNER—In the bounds of the Sugar
Creek church, Whitley Co., Ind., Feb. 22,

nfant son of Brother William and Sister Mary
\, Bordner, aged 4 months and 11 days. ~~

leral services by Bro. Jacob Snell from Luke
18: 17. Interment in the Eberhard cemeti

H. K. Kin

SHOCK.— In the Tippecanoe church,

:iusko Co., Ind., Dec. 20, 1896, of lung fever

Clarence, youngest son of Bro. Henry and Sis-

Alice Shock, aged 10 months and 6 days,

Funeral services from 2 Kings 4: 26.

Daniel Rothenberger.

KUHN.— In the Tippecanoe church, Ind.,

n. 7, 1897. Floyd Paul, only child of Bro. Isa

iah and Sister Mary Kuhn, aged 5 months and

3 days. Funeral services from 2 Sam. 12: 23.

Daniel Rotkbnberger.

DITSWORTH.—In the bounds of the Yel

w Creek church, III., Feb. 25, 1897, Elias

Henry, son of Samuel and Rachel Ditsworth,

iged 21 years, 4 months and 3 days. Funeral

ervices at the Union church by the w
rom Job 14: 14, after which the remains

aid to rest in the Union cemetery,

L. E. Kkltni

SHICK. — Near Norcatur, Kans., Fel

897, John A,, son of Sister Mary Shick, aged

,2 years, 2 months and I day. Bro. John »,

born near Ashland^ Ohio, Dec. 4, 1854. He
l member of the United Brethren church

lore than six years. He was sick for a

year and a half. He leaves a wife and five

ildren. Funeral services by Mr. Elliot, aft-

which the remains were laid to rest in the

arcatur cemetery. Esther F. Andrews.

BROWER.— In the English River congre-

.tion, Iowa, Feb. 19, 1897, of heart dropsy,

ma, wife of Eld, Jacob Brower, age'

years, 9 months and 17 days. Deceased was

born in Augusta County, Va. She was united

marriage to Jacob Brower May 24, 1842, and,

th her husband, united with the church the

me year. In 1847 Bro. Brower was called tc

rve the church in the ministry, and in 1854

the eldership, and Sister Brower faithfully

assisted him in his duties. In 1855 they moved

wa. She was the mother of eight 1

dren,—all members of the church, She leaves

the aged father and eight children. Funeral

ces by brethren John Gable, Anthony

Sanger and Henry Coffman, from Job 14: 14.

S, F. Brower.

BENDER.—In the Back Creek congrega-

tion, Franklin Co., Pa., Feb. 4, 1897, Sister

Lydia, wife of Bro. David Bender, aged nearly

72 years. Funeral services and interment al

the Upton meetinghouse, by Bro. J. Kurtz Mill-

er, assisted by brethren D. Miller, J.
Lehner

and G. Hege, She suffered much in the last

few years, but in her afflictions she showed a

desire to make heaven her home. She leaves

a kind husband and five children.

Sadie Rock.

BYERLY.— In Hillisburg, Ind., Feb. 2$.

1897, Sybil A. Byerly, aged 50 years, 10 months

and 11 days. Deceased was born April Hi

1846. She was married to Bro. Wm. A. Byerly

July s, 1868. She united with the church about

nine years ago, and lived faithful until death'

She leaves a husband and one daughter. Fu'

neral services at the Brethren's church by the

Brethren, from 1 Thess. 4: 14-

Nathaniel Cripe.

NICKEY,—In the Lower Cumberland con-

gregation, Pa., Feb. 21, 1897, Eliza Nickey,

aged S3 years. Funeral discourse by the writ-

er from the words, " Because man goeth to h'*

long home." J. B. GarVKR.

GOODMAN.—At their home, near Crown.

Decatur Co., Iowa, Feb. 22, 1897, Wilma Fem.

infant daughter of friends John and Anna

Goodman, aged 3 months and 9 days. Funer

al services held at the Franklin churcb, con-

ducted by Eld. L, M. Kob from Ps. 16: 6.

Jemima Kob.
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JEWETT.—At Liberty, Kans., Feb. 12, i8g;

YATkei Jewett, aged 46 years and 10 month;
Deceased was bom in Decatur County, Ind,

April 12. 1850. He was married to Mary Betts

June 15, 1877. Jacob Betts.

ULREY.—In the Eel River church, Kosci-

usko Co., Ind., Feb. 10, 1897, Samuel Ulrey,

aged 81 years, 3 months and 24 days. De-

ceased was born in Montgomery County, Ohio,

Oct. 16, 1815. He was married to Sarah Ulrey

in 1836, and moved to Indiana in 1837. Bro.

Samuel was always kind and charitable. Fu-

neral services by the writer and the home min-

isters from 1 Cor. 15: 57.

Samuel Leckrone.

METZGER.—In the Eel River church, Ind.,

Feb. 13, 1897, Melvin, son of friend David and
Sister Metzger, aged 9 years, S months and
days. He was a great-grandchild of Samuel
Ulrey. Funeral services by the writer and the

home brethren from Eccl. 12: 1.

Samuel Lbckron

CARSTENSEN.—In the Johnstown church,

Pa., Feb. 19, 1897, of typhoid fever, Bro. An-

drew Ingwert Carstensen, aged 31 years, C

months and 10 days. He leaves a wife and
three small children. Funeral services by Bro
Abram Fyock, assisted by Bro. S. S. Blough.

Text, Amos 4: 12. A. J. Strayer.

KYLE.—In the Maumee church, Defiance

Co., Ohio, Feb. 19, 1897, Bro. Feter Kyle, aged
86 years, 6 months and 19 days. He was born
in Lancaster County, Pa., Nov. 30, 1810. Aftei

his arrival in Stark County, Ohio, he marriec

Elisabeth Metz. About ten years after then

marriage they moved to Hancock County, in

the Rome church. In i860 they moved to De-

fiance County. Six sons and two daughters

are left. His wife and two sons preceded him
to the spirit world. Funeral services by the

writer. Christian Krabill.

MILER.—In the Portage Prairie church, St.

Joseph Co., Ind., Sister Charlotte Miler, aged
81 years, 1 month and 16 days. She
a consistent member of our church for forty

years. After appropriate funeral services he
remains were laid away in the Portage Prairi

cemetery. Geo. D. Zollers.

CHAMBERLAIN.—In the Portage Prairi

church, St. Joseph Co., Ind., Feb. ig, 1897, Sis

ler Elizabeth, wife of Bro. Daniel Chamber
lain, aged 61 years, 6 months and 8 days. She
was for many years a member of the Brethren
church. She was amiable and a lover of hos-

pitality. Her husband and one adopted daugh-
ter survive her. Funeral services conducted
by the writer and Eld. Hiram Krieghb;
from 2 Cor. 5: 1. Geo. D. Zollei

BROWN.—Near Bryan, Williams Co., Ohio,
Feb. 24, 1897, Catharine, wife of Eld. John
Brown, aged nearly 77 years. She
ried to John Foast March 9, 1837, and lived
with him thirty-four years. She was married
to Eld. John Brown Dec. 29, 1881, who is still

living, and is now eighty-five years old. Our
sister was an earnest, devoted Christian. Fu-
neral services by the writer, assisted by C.

Krabill. G. W. Sellers.
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LOVE FEASTS.
Aim, 17, at 2 p. M., Covlugton churc a, Miami Co.

ra°
!P.M.,K.»™0.«ttrc»« rah, Elc. Co.

'",',. n<l 14. Cotlorus church, ne r Loganvllle

May if,.

t 4 P. M„ Monitor church, I

.w.KeuoOo.

>. at 3 P. M., Springfield church, Ind.
1^ Richland oharoh, Ohio, at 8iet(
" s harn, e mtl«q north 01 Mansfield,

Free Farm Labor Burea

In order to assist the thousands of unem-
ployed men in Chicago, the Workingmen's
Home, at 42 Custom House Place, has estab-
lished a Free Labor Bureau, and is prepared
to furnish men to farmers and others in all

parts of the country without expense to either.

Employers applying should state definitely as
to the kind of work, wages to be paid, and if

railway fare will be advanced. Address, La-
bor Bureau, Workingmen's Home, 42 Custom
House Place, Chicago, 111. Tel. Harrison 243.

• ADVERTISEMENTS <

New Brethren Colony,

MOUNT MORRIS,
Morrison County, Minnesota.

Our Publications.

Children at Work.-Weekly; well-illastr*.
d; contains the Sunday school lesson, with
cplanation, etc., adapted to the understanding

of small children. No better publication can
be found lor the little boys and girls of oor
Sunday schools.

The Uospel Messenger.—A large, religion!

weekly,—published in the interest of the Breth
ren or German Baptist church and their only
recognized rhurch organ. Price, $1.50 pei

The Young Disciple.—An illustrated week-
ly for the young. This is one of the most in-

teresting Sunday school papers published, and
should be used in all the schools within reach
of our people.

2fo Free Lands but the Best Lands in

Minnesota at Low Prices and
on Easy Terms!

, and a now hotel built and managed by

.3 with flowing water, containing no

3, climate and locality unsurpassed to

8 produce brings twice as much net

Cincinnati Flyer.

Monon Route and C. H. & O.

: 46 P. M., thus making the run, Uhlcngo Lo Ind

'he "Cincinnati flyer " 1b equipped with elegai

Doctrinal Outlines

Is a book of 77 closely-printed pages that v.

owing in favor wherever it is known. It is z

irk for ministers, Sunday school workers anc

others, containing outlines on the following

Historical, Doctrinal, Missionary, Secret Soci-

Homiletics, Revivals, The Sunday School

The Home.
It is highly prized in Smyrna. (See page 41

of Messenger.) Order soon, as the numbei
hand is limited. Price, paper cover i<

ts; cloth, 25 cents, prepaid.

Brethren's Publishing Co.,

Mt. Morris. Ill

WWe call special

passed facilities in procuring for onr readers

any book published, at especially low prices.

In ordering books always give title of book,

author and publisher,

brethren's Family Almanac—Every fam-
ily should have this Almanac; complete in ev-
ery way. Price, per copy, 10 cents; special
terms to energetic agents.

Brethren's Quarterly—Prepared for all ad-
vanced classes. It contains the lesson text

and a complete explanation of the lesson

throughout. In preparing this quarterly we
keep constantly in view the needs of the
Brotherhood, and aim to fully adapt it to their

Juvenile Quarterly—Prepared especially

for the intermediate classes. This is one of the

neatest, and best illustrated quarterlies pub-
lished. The pictures are selected with great

care, and every lesson is illustrated, The little

folks are delighted with it.

Single •ubicrjptlon, per year u cent!

icoploi
. iKc

Sunday School Supplies.—We keep any
thing that is used in Sunday school work,

Write us for prices on goods not adver-

tised here.

1897
Brethren's Family Almanac

Our Almanac for 1807 has been greatly en-
larged and well deserves a place in every fam-
ily, Send (m rents for a copy, or, better
yet, send &J.00 (or the Gospel Mrsskn-
ger from now lo the end of 18Q7. and receive
the Almanac

FREE.
WWc also offer liberal inducements to

agents who arc prepared lo push the sale of

the Almanac. Write us!

Brethren's Publishing Co.,

Mount Morris, 111.

James T. Quinlan,

Shipning and Commission Merchant

305 S, Charles St., Ballii

Teeter's Commentary.

You shou.d, by all means, have the

ew Testament Commentary, because,

1. It is non-sectarian.

2. It is brief and to the point.

3. No effort is made to evade the sense of a

single text, however unpopular.

4. It \s Impartial in its explanation of all

xls, whether doctrinal, practical, orl1istoric.1L

5. It does noi burden the reader with lengthy

speculative theories.

6. More actual knowledge may be gained In

given time of its study, than of others, be-

mse of its close adherence to the text.

7. Its arrangement Is simple, and easily

sinprehendeil, by even the ordinarily educat-

ed.

Sunday School Reward Cards.—Our stock

of cards is large and presents a variety

in styles and prices so as to pleast

Please send ns a trial order and be

l.lSFOOrD .11.., very noe gilt edge, sue

K9 Fronted extra na.,.1. e «!

USO Land.c. pa and Flow! ,,,„',„, ''

ZZIZ "£««£.,'. -.Ed 1-lo.er,,

§?:Ef
and Landbcap

"eSXMW, . .

l«eexox
e, Hie iwv/i,
ualKUM,. . .

CO ..The G.«,»»«„.,.,..CM..5.I,..

S55H Landscape and Birds

Soriptore Text Tickets, re: r:.uT

Other Helps.—We are prepared to furnish

Bible Dictionaries, Commentaries, Maps, and
Bibles of every description. Always write us

before ordering elsewhere.

When ordering cards be sure to give num-
ber and price as well as the name, so that there

may be no mistake.

9. Seven helps are usually found on each

page to get at the truth, vis.,

(1) The Authorized (or common) Version of

the New Testament.

{2) The Revised Version of the New Testa-

(3) The usual marginal references of the Au-

orized Version following each verse.

(4) The best marginal readings of the Au-

thorized Version.

(5) The marginal readings of the Revised

Version.

(6) The explanatory notes on the text.

(7) The references in the notes, (a) to other

notes, directly on the subject or in comparison

with it; (6) to other texts, directly on the sub-

ject or in comparison with it

10. It Is a safe book to have in a family ol

children, because (l) it will lead them into the

truth, and (2) keep them out of religious error.

11. The small price asked for it is as nothing

compared will, the great good that may be had

from a diligent study of it by all classes of per-

(l) It will impress the unconverted lo

heed the bidding of Christ, "Come unto me,"

(2) It will equip the Christian to "give a

on of the hope that is in " him. (3) It will

the Sunday school worker in the study of

his New Testament lesson. (4) It will furnish

minister with many subjects among the

;, sufficiently expanded for the ground-

work of sermons, directly in line with the sense

of the place and text.

The work is In two large volumes. The

print is excellent and the binding the very

best.

Boundlin cloth, per set, - - • $400
i in half leather, - - - - 4 50

1 receipt of price the'iwo volumes will be

prepaid to any part of the United States.

Good terms to agents desiring to canvass for

the work, Address:

Brethren's Publishing Co,,

MoDQt Morris, III,
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Excursion to North Dakota!

Now is Your Opportunity to Move to

Central North Dakota.

B. L. CARTER, Gtrard, II!.,
•"•

Dry Goods, Shoes, Etc.

SAL!

FREE

Special Excursion Train o£ Free Col-

oniBt Sleeping Cars, wliicli will

leave the Grand Central Depot

Chicago, (Cor. Harrison

St. and Filth Ave.),

Wednesday, March 31,

A'ia the Chicago & Great Westebn
and Northern Pacific Rail-

ways, and go through to

Carrington, - - North Dakota,

Without Change of Cars.

Victor Headache Specific.

CURES' -

S^S^fTEH-CElif

THIS TRAIN WILL LEAVE the Union De-

pot, St. Paul. Minn., on Thursday, April I.

Chicago to Carrington, $13.00; St. Paul to

Carrington, $5.00.

FREE COLONIST SLEEPERS will start from

points in Virginia, West Virginia and Penn-

sylvania on Tuesday, March 30, and frnm

Wednesday, March 31.

BE SURE TO START IN TIME to reach

Chicago on Wednesday evening, March

31. Ten nr more persons purchasing tick.

ets at one time and place in Virginia, Wes
Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Ohio

Indiana and Illinois can secure a party

cents per mile to Chicago.

FREE COLONIST SLEEPERS will start from

points in Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska, and

Iowa on Wednesday, March 31, so as to

TWENTY OR MORE PERSONS purchasing

tickets together in Missouri, Kansi

braska and Iowa can secure a party

TO THOSE WHO PURCHASE LAND
the Northern Pacific Railway Company
within ninety days after their arrival in

North Dakota the Land Department of the

Northern Pacific Railway Company will

apply the full fare paid between St. Paul

and Carrington, for themselves and the de-

pendent members of their families, on the

purchase price of said land.

TO THOSE WHO SETTLE ON GOVERN-
land tributary to the Northern Pa

cific Railway, within ninety days afte

their arrival in North Dakota, the Land

Department af said Railway Comr

Thle otror Is good only ud It April 1,1807.

The EUREKA Fence Posts.

TIME IS MONEY!

SEED POTATOES

.'.l;:!!;!:..

.-Intlf tin.

OUR COLONIST SLEEPERS will be left

the track al Carrington or other points.

til those who come up with us can sec

temporary or permanent accommodate

[or themselves, as they were last spring .

also at the dedication oi the German B

tist church at Carrington lasi fall.

FOR FULL PARTICULARS, :

application blanks, for ticket

well

[nr s|>m c

O. w. MOTT,

\VM. H. PH1PPS.
ST. PAUL, MINN.

PERSIAN TABLOIDS
free:

I will for a short time mail any reader

of the Gospel Messenger one week's

trial treatment of the famous Persian
Tabloids Free ; or 8 weeks' treatment

for only Si.oo.

Kidney, Liver, and Stomach
trouble, Rheumatism, Sick Headache,

Impure Blood and a depressed rundown

condition of the Nervous System caused

by overwork and hot weather, immedi-

ately improved and speedily cured. I 1

is a purely vegetable remedy, working

wonders with old and young in above

diseases. Address,
Dr, E. J. WORST, Ashland, Ohio.
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This interesting paragraph we clip from the

Christian Leader: "The Vatican and Sinai Bibles are

supposed, by scholars, to have been written in the

fourth century, the Alexandrian in the fifth. The
Vatican seems to be the oldest of the three. It is

so named because it was found in the Vatican Li

brary at Rome in the year 1475. ft contains the

Septuagint translation of the Old Testament and
the New Testament, with the exception of the last

five chapters of Hebrews—the two Epistles to Tim-
othy, those to Titus and Philemon and the Apoca-
lypse. It contains also the Apocrypha. The Sinai

Bible was found by Constantine Tischendorf in a

convent at the foot of Mt. Sinai—a few leaves in

1844; nothing in 1853, when he returned to find that

the monks had hidden them from him; and the en-

tire book as it now is in 1859, when he returned,

armed with a letter from the Czar of Russia, the

head of the Greek Church. It is now in St Peters-

burg. It contains twenty-two books of the Old
Testament, the New Testament, the ' Epistle of

Barnabas,' and part of the ' Shepherd of Hermas *

The Alexandrian Bible was brought by Cyril Lucar,

Patriarch of Constantinople, from Alexandria, in

Egypt, and by him presented to Charles I. of Eng-
land, who kept it in his private library. In 1753 it

was taken to the British Museum in London, where

A number of instances of premature burial are

being brought to public notice. Large volumes are

Published on the subject, and cases by the score
arp recited where persons came near being placed
>n the grave before life was extinct. The editor of
CV Dumb Animals, which, by the way, is one of the
""ost useful journals published, says that his father
Was pronounced dead by his physician, and came
near being buried while yet alive. In a recent

the editor advocates the erec-

ildings, where the dead may V-e

the body commences lo decay,

is never safe to bury any one

n unmistakable manner,

ince companies to establish such

; to it that the bodies of all in-

:pt until the question of death is

possibility of a doubt. Though
t little value, as compared with

)uld be deeply concerned about

Id be, the temple of the Holy
vorth proper care. It would be

lally concerned about the spirit-

that they, too, have the proper

are certain that there is no more

issue of his journal

tion of mortuary bu

kept in safety until

maintaining that it

until decay
He urges life insur

institutions, and se

sured persons be k

settled beyond the

the body is of bi

the soul, yet we sh.

it, for it is, or shoi

Ghost, and is well <

ually dead, and see

attention until we
life in th-m.

It is well to know how to do good deeds that

will go on doing good. This is well illustrated

the following instance: A man is said to have
asked Mahomet what kind of a monument he

should erect to the memory of his dead friend.

Mahomet told him to go and dig a well. It is hard

for people in this country to get the force of such a

request, but the man in the Bible Lands who digs a

well proves a benefactor to mankind. Water is

scarce, the climate is warm, and nothing seems so

valuable as a well of good water. In this country,

when one wants to erect a monument to the mem-
ory of the departed he is told to endow a college,

erect a church, establish a home for the poor, or set

on foot an orphanage. There are many ways of

erecting monuments of vastly more importance

than granite shafts. Just now a dozen monuments
for good might be erected among our own peo-

ple. We have colleges that might be endowed. A
Bible Department needs more support. Old peo-

ple's and orphans' homes could be made lasting

monuments. A well-endowed home for worn-out

preachers and their wives would be hailed with joy.

No man among us, with plenty of money at his

command, has an excuse for going out of this

world without an opportunity of erecting a monu-
ment that may go on doing good for centuries to

come. Brethren, how many of you are arranging

to erect monuments of this kind?

One may form some idea of the spirit pervading

portions of the Catholic church by the sentiment

expressed in the following, clipped from the Cath-

olic News, The tone of the extract, from beginning

to end, is anything but Christian: "That most per-

nicious of all pernicious sects,—the Protestant Bi-

ble Society,— is again at its murderous work. Its

false prophets are galvanized inti temporary activi-

ty, and this time it is the 'benighted' Catholics of

Spanish America who are to have the peace of

their homes invaded and the sanctity of their re-

ligion vilified by psalm-singing twaddlers, Gospel

tramps, and ignorant hirelings, who are about as

competent to explain the Word of God as a Hot-

tentot is to lecture on bimetallism. These paid

emissaries of a society which gathers into i<s coffers

the savings of dyspeptic old maids, these self-

constituted apostles, laymen clothed in clerical

garb, carry on an infamous traffic in a Bible which

they cannot understand, and yet profess to explain

to the addle-pated dupes who are weak enough to

listen to them. All honor, then, to the Catholics

of South America who have expelled the evangel-

ical carpet-baggers. The priests and people of

Spanish America will not remain passive while the

slimy serpent of heresy endeavors to impiint its

poisonous fangs in the souls of their little ones. If

the Venezuelans are ignorant of anything, it is of
the use of tar and feathers, a judicious application
of which would be sufficient to keep the brawling
ranters of the Bible Society at a safe distance from
their shores."

Mrs. Henry Ward Bercher's death occurred so
near the time of going to press with the last issue

that we had neither time nor space to make special

mention of the circumstance. She was one of the
most widely-known women in this country, and, at

the time of her departure, was nearly eighty-four
years old. She met her future husband when she
was seventeen years old. With them it was love at

first sight, but they were not married until seven
years later. All through life she proved to be one
of these sensible, plain and quiet women, who
made it a special duty and delight to take care of

her family, and, at the same lime, not neglect her

own literary and religious culture. Popularity nev-

er made her vain. It is not generally known that

she took charge of all of Mr. Beecher's finances,

and conducted all the business pertaining to the

family and the property they owned, but such was
the case. At one time they had but fifty cents

with which to set up housekeeping, and on this

they lived until they could earn more. Mrs. Beech-

er's death occu red just ten years after that of her

husband, to the very day. She remained strong

and resolute to the last year of her life. Two years

ago she made a tiip of six thousand miles alone, to

the Pacific Coast and back, to see her forty-year-

old baby, as she called him. After the death of

Mr. Beecher she went to work to earn her living;

became a magazine writer of rare ability, and also

wrote some books. Her book on " Housekeeping "

is one of the best domestic publications in the

English language. She continued her literary woik
until near the close of her long and busy life.

It seems to be quite well settled now that war

between Greece and Turkey is not likely to occur.

The Powers have agreed to blockade Crete, and
prevent the landing of any more Greek troops.

Peace on the island is to be restored and main-

tained by troops furnished by the different powers,

and it is further demanded that Greece must with-

draw her fleet from Crete. After order is restored

it is thought that arrangements will be entered in-

to which may virtually take Crete from under the

direct control of Turkey, and thus insure to her

people the protection and liberty they so earnestly

crave. Unless there is a hitch in the further con-

templated plans we may look for a peaceable ad-

justment of this part of the eastern question,—an

adjustment that is likely to prove satisfactory to

the civilized part of the world.

The worst snowstorm for years prevailed in parts

of the Northwest last week. For days the trains

were blockaded in the Dakotas and Minnesota.

One report states that in the northern part of Min-

nesota the snow, at one point, drifted to the height

of fifty feet, and that over large sections the ground

was covered to the depth of four feet on the level.

At this time all of North Dakota is said to be un-

der a heavy mantle of snow, not less than two feet

deep. In places mercury ran as low as thirty de-

grees below zero, and there was considerable suffer-

ing upon the part of both man and beast. At this

writing the rotary snow-plows are lifting the block-

ades, and inside of a few days all the trains will be

running on schedule time. This is important, as

both food and fuel are becoming scarce at some
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ESSAYS;-

I WOULD LIKE THEM BE-

John's div

;* meekness, Joshua's «al;

Run like the unwearied Paul,

Win the day and conquer all.

Mary's love may I possess,

Lydia's tender-heartedness,

Peter's ardent spirit feci,

James' laith by works reveal.

Like youog Timothy, may 1

Every sinful passion fly-

Job's submission may I show,

David's true devotion know;

Samuel's call O! may I hear,

Lazarus' happy portion share;

Let Isaiah's hallow'd lire,

All my newborn soul inspire.

Mine be Jacob's wrestling prayer,

Gideon's valiant, steadfast care;

Joseph's purity impart,

Isaac's meditating heart;

Abraham's friendship may I prov*

Faithful to the God of love.

Most of all may I pursue

That example Jesus drew;

Uy my life and conduct show

How he lived and walked below;

Pay by day, through grace reston

Imitate my blessed Lord.

BY M. T. DAER.

In Three Part*.—Part Two.

In Dan. y. 13, 14 we read, " I saw in the night

visions, and. behold, one like the Son of man came

with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient

of days, and they brought him near before him,

And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a

kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages,

should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting

dominion, which shall not pass away, and his king-

dom that which shall not be destroyed."

Here we see that Daniel foresaw the second ad-

vent of our Lord, and the continuation of his reign,

until this period will pass into the next,—the third;

hence, everlasting dominion. Next we pass to no-

tice some New Testament passages.

Matt 24: 30, " And then shall appear the sign of

the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the

tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the

Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with

power and great glory."

This is at his second coming, when the dead in

Christ shall be raised. This is the first resurrec-

tion.

1 Cor. 15: 23, " But every man in his own order:

Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's

at his coming."

1 Cor. 15: 51, 52, " Behold I shew you a mystery;

we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,

in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last

trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead

shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be

changed."

i Thess. 4; 16, 17, "For the Lord himself shall

descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice

of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and

the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which

are alive and remain shall be caught up together

with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the

air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord."

Rev. 20: 5, 6, " But the rest of the dead lived not

again until the thousand years were finished. This

is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is he

that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the

second death hath no power, but they shall be

priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with

him a thousand yean,"

The above Scriptures open to my mind the sec-

ond period,—the millennial reign of one thousand

years. Christ will reign on earth in person. Then

will be the time when the meek shall inherit the

earth. Matt. 5: 5. The earth will then be restored

to its edenic purity, and beauty, as it was before

the transgression of Adam and Eve. There will be

10 death, no sorrow, no pain, no war, and blood-

ihed,— all will be peace, the fulness of the reign of

peace. None can enter this dispensation who have

not fitted themselves in this first dispensation, by

indorsing all the doctrine and characteristics of the

Gospel of Christ, as set forth in the first part of

this article.

All the above will transpire under the personal

ign and supervision of Christ. At his second ad-

,jnt he will show who is the blessed and only Po-

tentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords. 1

.6: 16. This, properly speaking, will be the

kingdom of Christ.

After the thousand years are ended, and after a

tie season, Rev. 20: 3, the general resurrection

id judgment will occur. See Rev. 20: 7-15 inclu-

opens up the third period of the king-

lrist will turn over to the Father the

kingdom.

Fristoe, Mo.

BY P. R. KELTNER.

The annual church visit, as practiced by the

rethren church, is a feature of our church govern-

ent of no small significance. Its import and the

itgrowth of its faithful performance can easily be

isunderstood. Bro. Daniel Hays gives some help-

ful suggestions along this line; also some Gospel

precedents for its use, in No. 34, last volume. Es-

pecially was I impressed with his thought that

e visits should not be made mechanically, or in

cold formality. Our deacons should study with

great care the value of this visit upon the church,

d then prayerfully ask the Spirit's guidance that

they might faithfully perform this very important

calling. It is a means of unifying the body of

Christ, of bringing comfort and consolation to the

<er ones, of adjusting differences and misunder-

standings between members that might otherwise

/ to serious proportions. It gives our deacons

the opportunity of getting into the home life of the

ibers, their surroundings, their necessities, and

their sympathies, In short,—they become thor-

ghly familiar with the needs and possibilities,

vironments and dangers, of every member in the

church. This, it occurs to me, is what our visiting

brethren should have, in order that they might " use

the office of deacon well, purchase to themselves a

good degree, and great boldness in the faith, which

is in Christ Jesus." 1 Tim. 3: 13. No brother

needs more, and no brother has a better opportuni-

ty of obtaining it, than our visiting brethren,—the

injunction of the apostle, "thoroughly furnished

unto all good works." 2 Tim. 3: 17.

1. To accomplish the most good out of this sys-

tem of our church government, our deacons should

be examples of piety, and in full sympathy with the

order of the church, both in teaching and practice.

No visiting brother can accomplish the most good

for the church, unless he can make the members
feel, by his close adherence to the church's order,

that this is an essential part of the doctrine of

Christ. There is no influence brought to bear up-

on the church that is more far-reaching than the

influence a corps of deacons is exerting over a

body of members. The rule is general at least,

—

like deacons, like church. If a church can be

blessed with a good, active, earnest, and consecrat-

ed corps of deacons, faithful in the maintenance of

the church's order, all other influences will yield to

its control. Even the elder's influence will be

largely made subservient to their will. How neces

sary that churches are especially careful in the se

lection of the right kind of material for their dea

const

. The
e notit

little c

al visit of the dea Dn brethren, as

lr church work,

iting brethren

hastily. Tlafford to go over this

Id not spare any pains, so that the

the best results. Great care should be tak-

n this visit, that it may be a means of bringing

to the church the most good. We have frequently

noticed that our brethren go over this work too

rapidly. This should not be. Ample time for re-

conversation, sympathizing words to the

rn, words of encouragement to those of the

family who are not members, and all available means

hould be used to establish the doctrine of Christ,

nd the usages of the church more firmly upon all.

cripture reading and prayer, especially among the

ged and more isolated, ought not to be neglected.

'his will take time, and brethren who will simply

stop long enough at each place to ask the customa-

ry questions, etc., and pass on to the next place,

e certainly making a failure in their office, as far

this part of their calling is concerned. Brethren

n not afford to " rush " the church visit. The re-

ilt of this visit is of too much consequence. If

they do, the church is sure to suffer loss, and some
le will be to blame.

3. Again; great care should be taken to visit ev-

v member. Bear in mind it is a church visit. It

ordered by the local congregation, and author-

:d by the Brotherhood. The failure to visit a

smber upon this occasion may result in the loss

a soul. No members should be missed if it is in

the line of a possibility to reach them. If they are

the stronger ones, you need to visiL them to still

help them more, and to get an inspiration from

the nd if it i eake :hei :eds to be visit-

should be visit-

olated, and the

town, upon the p
house and esp ecia

practi :ed in ca

Aga in; we be lev

to vis : the merliber

be all wable un der

and, perhaps, ir

d to encourage and help him. v

d, and especially the young, the

empted and tried.

This visit, if faithfully performed, may be the

urning point in many lives. In this connection we

night add that, as much as possible, members
hould be visited at their homes. It will have the

better impression, and make them feel that the

hurch is directly interested in them, and that they

re a part of the church. Extending this visit in

public highway, in the meeting-

ally on Sunday, should only be

here extremities require it.

it will not have the best effect

s too much in a bulk. It may

tain instances, be a good plan,

s will be more free to express

their opinions and feelings, if they are visited

alone, in the family. Each member will feel more

the special concern and regard the church has for

him, if these visits are made at home, in the pres-

ence of the family alone.

4, These visits should be used by the deacons as

an occasion to emphasize the doctrine of Christ,

and order of the ehurch. It is first the duty of the

visiting brother to see that he is in the order and

full sympathy with the church's regulations, and

then use all Gospel means upon these visits to as-

sist in getting the members there.

He is not a faithful servant of the church who

fails to do his duty in these particulars. When the

deacon brother has the church's good at heart, this

visit gives him an excellent opportunity of estab-

lishing the peculiar principles of the church more

firmly in the hearts and lives of the members.

What a rare opportunity of repairing the weak

places in Zion, and bringing all to a fuller knowl-

edge of the church's mission, and the true light of

the doctrine of Christ!

There are some essential qualifications upon the

part of both visiting brethren and members in this

connection that should not be overlooked. This

visit is a very important part of the work of the

church, and may be considered in every way a re-

ligious service. Brethren and sisters ought strictly

to observe the law governing the head-covering, aS

taught by Paul in I Cor. 11. Brethren, in visiting

and being visited, should have their heads uncov-
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tred, and sisters, have on their covering. We have

known cases where visiting brethre n have extended

this visit thoughtlessly with thei heads covered

This certainly is disarranging th Written Word
and will bring disorder into the house of God
Were proper care and caution take n in this respect

many of the disorders, that come up in this line

would be avoided.

Sterling, III,

A QUERY.

BY NOAH LONGANECK

We refer to a query in No. 7, of Gospel Messen-
cer, Page 105, culumn 3, signed by " A brother:'

The query is of vital importance, a id is so fair that

THE GOSPEL JVCESSB3STC3-BH-.

10 brother need fear, or be ashamed, to sign hi

ame to it. We endorse the answer of the ei

,et the reader reread the query with its answe:

The query is a vital one. Many solemn bea
re connected with it. It is so vital and so

hat we feel to note some of its bearings. He
me of its phases.

An elder was accused of a gross crime. He
ried before the church in the presence of disi

ested elders, and was proven guilty of said t

by a sufficient number of witnesses. With tea

I that he 1 ocent. Hon the testi-

relieved

Lord did

mony being so strong against him, he v

The elders present told hi

ly submit, and told him that a just God ruled
all things: that if he were innocent, as he

firmed, God, in his Divine Providence, would c<

d his help.

He meekly submitted.

innocency, though it was not by ra

Daniel, as he did in the case of Su
mdemned to die for a crin

locent. In the case of the

laid the hand of affliction on som
tnesses, and ere they died they c

did not do as some wished her to do,

falsely accused her and witnessed against h.

O what a comfort it

iing up a young
inna, when she

! of which she

:lder the Lord
of those false

nfessed Susan-

fore

that a just and
and 97; also

i the wicked

f the ed-

So in the case of the elde

lor all such persecuted ones, to kn
ing God reigns! Psalms
the righteous rejoice,

tremble. We repeat a part of the
1

If the accused knows that he is not guilty of
Irie charge made against him, it would not be right
lor him to acknowledge to it,—that would be con-
fessing to a falsehood."

While the guilty should ever remember that "He
that covereth his sins shall not prosper," the inno-
cent should always bear in mind that he will, in the
"< be acquitted. Joseph, by the direct testimony

'haraoh's wife, and the connecting circumstantial
dence, was proved guilty. But he was perfectly
ocent. He was imprisoned, but they could not

keep him there, for a just God reigned. Christ •

put to death by false witnesses, but the Jews co
»°t keep him there, for the just God knows
kings, and reigns over all things.

If we seek to save our lives by doing wrong,
'°se them. It is character, and not reputation, that
separates us from the invisible church of God.
naracter is what God knows us to be. Reputation is

»« men think us to be. Christ says, " Blessed

and persecute

:vil against you
d be exceeding

re before you."

e, when men si

and shall say a]

llls|:ly, for my sake. Rejoice ;

for great is your reward in h
!tOited they the prophets which 1

Should false witnesses accuse
•hicri we know we are not guilty,

^knowledge to said crime, to sav

membership in the visible

"knowledgment would be a sin, :

"at <t us from God.

"*T
e have a wronS view at the following:

"hatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound
heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth
a" be loosed in heaven." An actual trespass, or

» "s a sin, and sin separates from God. Christ

reference to supposed wrongs. "If thy

Such an

brother shall trespass," not if

passage has no reference to c

is misled by false testimony.

Such :

Permit an illustration,

crime before three of his fr

crime is brought before the
guilt. His tnree friends testify to his innocency.
He is acquitted, continues a member of the church,
dies, and goes to heaven. Another brother com-
mits no crime, but is accused of having done so.
The brother is honest, and, of course, denies the
charge. He has three enemies that testify that he
is guilty. He stands condemned, and is disowned
by the church, dies, and goes to peredition. Who
belie uch nonsense? Non tile: ignor-

Our object is not to write a lengthy essay on this
query, but to give a few words of comfort to the
persecuted, and a solemn warning to all •false ac-
cusers" or devils, for such the Bible declares all

false accusers, slanderers, etc., to be. False testi-
mony is prohibited by the ninth command. A
false witness was severely punished under the law,
but we are not all Daniels in determining between
true and false testimony. " Some men's sins are
open beforehand, going before to judgment; and
some they follow after."

This, and many similar passages, should be a sol-
emn warning, both to those who hide their sins
now, and also to those who give false testimony.
But Paul did not forget those who are falsely ac-
cused, for in the next verse he says, " Likewise also
the good works of some are manifest beforehand;
and they that are otherwise cannot be hid."
"Theirs is the kingdom of heaven." "Great is

your reward in heaven." Well may Christ say,
" Rejoice, and be exceeding glad." Again, " Bless-

of rock.

that 1

tie Gate, a

ntain slabs

toward the

ed ; :ye.'

ong the

that
3 John

they

All that ai

fort as is cot

ways some h

9, 10, refers

the fold. Rev. 22: 15 si

Dogs are dogs whether
church or not. Through
ny a sheep may be cast out of the

Christ, but such is still a sheep, a

herd will guard all such here, ;

will receive them to glory. Th
truth in the saying, "You may
church, but you cannot keep me out of heaven."
But those who sin, or do wrong, will find them-
selves deceived in the end if they rest their hope on
the saying.

Hartvilte, Ohio.

ind false testimo-

visible church of

nd the good Shep-
ind after death he

ere is a shade of

cast me out of the

very inviting as a su
s out of the valley through C
opening between two great mi

tanding on edge with end:

V stand as great posts robbed of the gate
closed the opening. God's hand opened

mis gate, to let the traveler through, and the same
Loving Hand will open the gate of the Golden City
to all travelers on the King's highway.
Utah Lake is connected with Great Salt Lake by

the river of Jordan, and, like the eastern Jordan, it

empties its waters into the sea of salt. The stream
is crossed by the railroad, and travelers speak of it

as crossing the Jordan. I thought of Israel cross-
ing the historic Jordan, and then I thought of the
Jordan of death that rolls between us aneTthe heav-
enly Canaan, and of Moses' words, Deut. 11: 31,
" For ye shall pass over Jordan and go in to pos-
sess the land." Surely we shall all pass over, but
when, and how, and whether
land of light and peace,—th.

should awaken and bring int

that : may be 1 the

1 be to possess the
re questions that

powers,
..II i

l extent,

shy land, is no
lid to be very invigor.

ery inviting, but

is about 90x40 1

ed by low,

its waters ;

bather. The city is eighteen miles from the lake,
and especially famous as the home of Mormonism.
The great temple and tabernacle, Fort Douglas, and
the Hot Springs Sanitarium are among the chief
things of interest. Viewing the temple and taber-
nacle, and studying the growth of Mormonism, one
is deeply impressed with the need of greater conse-
cration, determination and perseverance in the
Lord's work.

If false doctrine can cross mountains into a deso-
late waste, where nothing but alkaline swamps and
sage brush abound, and, in a period of fifty years,
organize a State like Utah, and build up such cities

as Salt Lake, and practically control all the busi-

d political interests of the State,

Ihristianity do, by God's help, did
energy and push into her workl

what coult

she put th

FROM THE PACIFIC COAST.

Our trip from Grand Junction to Salt Lake City
was rendered pleasant by the genial association of
a distinguished gentleman from the latter place.

From him we gathered much helpful information,
as he was thoroughly acquainted with the country
through which we were traveling and

the 1.

their

AT MORMON CITY,

:ast selfish. Chris

dings and the horr

ught

to whit
they are journeying, and be ready to instruct oth
ers. These elements make up a good traveling

companion to the world beyond. If citizens of the

heavenly kingdom were as well acquainted with,
and as deeply interested in, the affairs of their king-
dom, as those of this world are in theirs, they would
have more followers, and higher spiritual blessings.

Passing through Utah Valley we see, here and
there, a cottage and a few cultivated fields, but
stock raising is the chief occupation, and great
herds of cattle are gathered here to winter. Shel-
ter from the storm is complete, while food and
water are abundant,—impressing us with the suffi-

ciency that we find in Jesus for every need of the

number 25,000 in the city, and about 250,000 in thi

State. Their day of prosperity is well nigh past
however, as they make no progress to speak of, ex-

cept by immigration and marriage. They also lost

many by marriage, and quite a number of their

rich members go off because of the tithing system,
which requires all to give the tenth of their income
to the church, and time must certainly wipe Mor-

The money question makes trouble in me
than one, and it is wonderful how it works
into all organized bodies. How true the adage,
" Touch a man's pocket-book, and you touch his re-

ligion." "Thou shalt have no other gods before

from the money god as we have
god. Then the cry of the heath

that came down from heaven "

d the Gospel banner will wave
r own goodly lam

anted in the town

from the fashie

n for " the bread

en " will be answered,

vave over every city in

true Gospel should be

aller cities before they
: large, lest we always have great obstacle

andSo much has been written about th

their great city that I forbear saying more. While
there we received our first letter from home-
bearing the sad news that one of our dear little

Sunday school girls had been taken away by diph-

theria. We felt almost like turning back.

We spent nearly a day in Ogden, a mining town
at the base of the mountain; then turned our faces

toward San Francisco. Our ride for a day was
mostly through the desert of Nevada. Late in the

afternoon we passed some fine cattle ranches,
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owned by wealthy men who spend the winters in

San Francisco. One of these, with his wife, board-

ed our train for their winter home in the city. He

owns 7,000 head of cattle, that were being wintered

one hundred miles north of our road.

A few hours' ride took us from the mountain top

to the Sacramento Valley,—from the land of snow

and zero temperature to the land of

SUNSHINE AND FLOWERS.

We left Sacramento City about daybreak, and our

trip from there to the coast was most delightful.

In some particulars it excelled crossing the Rock-

ies. It gave us the first view of California, with its

green foliage, mild climate, and flowers seen in al-

most every yard. To see geraniums hanging over

high fences and roses climbing up to second story

windows in November, more than met our expec-

tations. Some grain fields were green, but as the

sowing continues all winter, the crop may be seen

in various stages of development. It was Sunday

morning, very bright and clear, making our en-

trance into the great city all we could have de-

sired.

At Port Costa our train ran on to the ferry-boat,

which was large enough for three such trains. It

is said to be the largest ferryboat in the world.

All moved safe across the bay. It seemed to me

like a little world carrying another across the sea.

An hour's ride and we are at Oakland, where we

leave the train and board the boat that steams us

by Goat Island, and in full view of the Golden

Gate we enter the city. We hurriedly prepared for

church, and while the service (lipiscopalian) was

too cold and formal for our taste, yet we raised our

voice and hearts in praise to him who had guarded

us on our way. More anon.

RELATION OP BAPTISM TO CHURCH MEMBERSHIP.

Churches are continually contending lor some

point of church doctrine, and by this contention

new churches are being founded almost annually.

At the time when the apostles labored so faithful-

ly, for the building up of Christ's kingdom, the Jews

were divided into several different sects, but there

was only one Christian church. To-day, the Jews

are, comparatively speaking, one, and the Christian

churches are many. A study of the different

churches shows a difference in church doctrine.

While the diversity of opinion with reference to the

relation of baptism to church relationship has possi-

bly not, of itself, caused any of these divisions, it

has been instrumental in causing some.

These thoughts and what may follow were sug-

gested by my reading an attempted answer to the

following question, which appeared recently in a

church paper, handed me by a friend: "Is it right

to receive any one into the visible church without

baptism r If it is right, why did Christ teach as he

did in Matt. 28: 19, 20? Also explain Acts 2: 41."

According to the light of the Gospel this ques-

tion must be answered negatively.

1. Because the baptism of believers was not de-

ferred, but was immediately administered, as will

appear in the case of Philip and the eunuch (Acts

8: 27-39). Here the baptism was immediate (v

38); "And he commanded the chariot to stand

still: and they went down both into the water, both

Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him."

Baptism is proven, also, to have been immediate

in the case of the three thousand converts on the

Day of Pentecost (Acts 2: 41). "Then they that

gladly received his word were baptized: and the

same day there were added unto them about three

thousand souls." There are many opinions offered

upon this verse. Some say that the apostles could

not have baptized so many the same day. Others

say, there were simply three thousand converts till

evening. Still others say,—and rightly too,—that

the three thousand were baptized that same day.

The thought in this verse is very conclusive to

my mind. It simply states that about three thou-

sand were added by baptism that day, The first

part of the verse states that they

and the second part states that they

Surely no one will doubt that the el

with Matthias, whom they had just

baptize so many in one day.

If any one doubts this, let h

calculation and learn that it ci

was done. The reader will not:

tism was performe

tist and the apostl

?ere baptized,

/ere "added."

ven apostles,

:lected, could

nple1 make
Id be done, and

:, also, that bap-

diately by John the Bap-

een in Matt. 3: 5, 6; Mark

1: 5; Matt 28: 19: 20; Acts 16: 14, 15; 16: 33; 22: 16.

These references, with many others, all show that

baptism was immediate, and before reception into

the church. Christ, himself, gave us the most con-

clusive proof on this argument, by his blessed ex-

ample. He never preached,—never so much as

told who he was,—until after he was baptized by

John in Jordan. If Christ had to be baptized be-

fore entering upon his kingly work, why must not

2. Believers are baptized for the remission of

sins. Peter said (Acts 2: 38): "Repent, and be

baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus

Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall re-

ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost." Mark and Luke

tell us (Mark I: 4; Luke 3: 3) that John preached

the baptism of repentance for the remission of

sins. Then, if baptism is the eternal ordinance

which cleanses the soul from all guilt and sin —
which is plainly seen in the above passages,—no

one may partake of the sacred rites of the Chris-

tian church unless baptism has first been adminis-

tered. Peter did not say, Repent for the remis-

sion of your sins, but, " repent and be baptized for

of !

n the apostolic times were at once bap.

tized, as the writer says; we, at this age, have no

right to defer it. And if (in the second reason)

the apostles had not the modern practice of formal,

ly receiving believers into fellowship; t

whose authority is the modern method

stead of the apostolic mode? The doctrines which

the apostles practiced are the only doctrines which

the church is bound to keep, and in institi

ers. there is great danger. See Rev. 22: il

Different beliefs are often brought about by men

studying the Scriptures with the view of findip

something that will substantiate some peculiar id<

which they hold, and often, too, by trying to find

contradictions. This is wrong. In seeking

tradictions in the Bible, you find Satan. The only

true way to study the Bible is to lay aside all prej.

udice.

truth!

Have your mind open for the recepti

thing which might

e, for by so doing

n't find the truth.

thoughts heavenward, and ask God for

th which Solomon was endowed. Above

t read to find

correspond to what you

Satan blinds you and you

Lift you

the gift

,11, ask God to giv

Holy Spirit, and yo

Blair, fa.

: you

shall

larger portion of the

nderstand aright.

If those who simply repent and believe, without

being baptized, are regarded as being brought into

the church, then the church must be made up part-

ly of unregenerated souls, which thing cannot be, be-

cause Paul and Peter tell us (2 Cor. 6: 16, 17; 1 Pet.

2: 9), that the church is not one with the world, but

ade up of a separate and distinct people. The

ch in which there is no mark of distinction

1 the world, is not the church of Christ, but be-

;s to the world. In order to have a church

:h might fitly be called Christ's, its members

must be possessors of those qualities named in

Philpp. 4: 8 and 2 Pet. 1: 5-8.

3. Believers are born into the church by bap-

tism. Christ told Nicodemus (John 3: 3-5), that

he had to be born again, by water and of the Spir-

it, before he could see the kingdom of God. This

is very plain. Christ simply said: " Nicodemus,

you must be baptized (be born of water), and re-

ceive the gift of the Holy Spirit (born of the Spir-

it), before you can enter into divine relationship

(see the kingdom of God)." (Cf. Acts 2: 38.) lo

my mind there is not a more beautiful figure in the

Bible than that of being born into Christ's church

by baptism,—being immersed in water; then born

from the water into the church. It is a cleansing

process. The believer is born from sin and dark-

ness into purity and light. If baptism is not that

divine rite, by the administration of which we are

born into Christ's church, it loses all significance

to me,— it is simply a name for nothing.

A certain man, writing upon this subject, in

speaking of the prerequisites of an applicant for

membership in the church, says: " All that is nec-

essary or prerequisite, is credible evidence that he

is a child of God, and when a church has this, we

do not believe it has any right to defer or refuse to

fellowship a Christian on the ground that he has

not yet been baptized." He also says: "The apos-

tles could not say to a believer, ' We cannot receive

you into the church until you are baptized.' (1)

Because baptism, so far as we know, was never de-

ferred. The believer was at once baptized. (2) Be-

cause they (the apostles), had not, so far as the rec-

ords show, this modern practice of formally receiv-

ing believers into fellowship." It matters not what

men think concerning church rites, or what they

think concerning Biblical truths; they cannot be

changed by any human thought or power. We
have no right to regard any one as being in church

fellowship with us, without divine authority, If

ASIA MINOR.-A NEW MISSIONARY STATION.

We are glad to report that, by the grace of God,

we have just opened a new missionary station

in a very important center, situated eighty-:

miles southwest of Smyrna. Aidin is the nan

the new citadel we have captured for the c

and scepter of our Savior, King Jesus! It is, aflet

Smyrna, the most considerable city of this viloytt,

or province. It has a population of 45,000 inhabi-

tants, of which 37,000 are Mohammedans, 5,000

Christians and 3,000 Jews. The city has twenty-

five mosques, one hospital and ten Turkish schools.

The Catholics and Greeks have each two schools

and two churches. The Armeniai

school and one church. The Jews have one school

and one synagogue. Besides two European hotels

there are also eight native Khans.

Aidin was visited by Bro. D. L. Miller

and something is said about it in "The Seven

Churches of Asia," pp. 274-276. The city has an

important traffic in barley, wheat, cotton, raisins,

figs, sesame, oils, etc. It is the capital of our vila-

yet, although Smyrna, because of its size and situa-

tion as a seaport, is much more important.

The American Board (Congregationalists) had 1

few converts there some years ago, but were

obliged to abandon the field because qf the ins

ficiency of means to support a native pastor,

occurred to us that, since these precious souls w

now without the ministration of the Word,

would send them our evangelist to impart to then

the Bread of Life, and find out whether they would

not rather prefer to come into the fuller light of 1

fuller Gospel than remain neglected as they are.

After having assembled them every evening, dor

ing a whole week in the house of one of their num-

ber, preached to them "the whole counsel of God."

and expounded to them the doctrines of our churcb,

which embody the faith of the Gospel and of

the primitive Christians, two of them as

Christian baptism, which was administered to theca

out.ide the city, in a pond. The names of these

two converts are Anastase Abaji and Manol (E"1
'

manuel) Saboondji.

Anastase is an old man eighty-five years old, «»°

has been a Protestant many years. He is

earnest man, full of the Holy Spirit and very 1

of the Word of God. He is a tailor and seller »

Turkish clothes. ,

Manol is also a Protestant, about fifty years oW

After his baptism he said, " I feel that a great bi»

den has fallen from off my shoulders." He is c

ployed in an English soap factory, and was so baP

py and enthusiastic after his baptism, that he >

mediately began to preach the principles be e

braced to his own " boss," or master. Both A"35
'

tas and Manol were Greeks before they beca<°

ton'
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Protestants, some years ago, under the ministra-

tions of the Congregational Board. This means
that they are well acquainted with the Word of

God. We hope to go again by Easter and hold a

love feast. Perhaps, by that time, the Lord will

prepare others to come on our side.

I trust the Brotherhood will remember this new
field and these new converts in their prayers!

Aidin is reached in four hours by railroad.

We feel sure our readers will all rejoice with

Rro. Fercken in the success the Lord is giving his

work in Asia Minor. The field in which he is la-

boring is white for the harvest, and he is gathering

into the fold such as shall be saved. Bro. Fercken

is well fitted for the work. The Lord has blessed

him with ability as an organizer, and then he is

well acquainted with the Oriental mind. He had

the language of the country and was able to go to

work at once. The field is a favorable one. When
Bro. Miller visited Asia Minor he was deeply im-

pressed with the opening offered there for mission

work, We quote from "Seven Churches of Asia,"

pp. 136-7. "At this place we were deeply im-

pressed with the fact that here would be a good
field for missionary work. The Greeks, so far as

we had opportunity to talk with them, were deep-

ly impressed, when we ,told them of our efforts

to re-establish primitive Christianity. Especially

were they pleased with the thought that in Christ

Jesus all are equal. Their bishops have taken
upon themselves so much honor that there is a

wide separation between them and the people. A
church where bishop and laity meet on a common
plane, the one the servant, the others the brethren

and Christian companions of the pastor, seemed to

take hold of their hearts, and we were told that

they were tired of the assumed authority of bish-

nd patriarchs." May the Lord continually

bless the good work so well begun in Smyrna and
Aidin. Bro. Fercken asks that we pray for him
nd the work. Let none of us forget to pray for

;!—Ed.

J-* rt
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and he often related it. It reads almost like a fairy

tale; nevertheless it is true.
^
And what a lesson!

How forcibly comes to our mind the language of
Solomon, " Cast thy bread upon the waters, for thou
shall find it after many days."

How often, in our experience, are we given op-
portunities of performing a duty toward some good
cause or a fellow being, when we stop to argue
with ourselves about the outcome. Not being able
to see the results of our labor or sacrifice, we con-
clude that it will not pay, and thus lose the reward
that we might otherwise obtain. Every Christian,
like the husbandman, must go out and sow, and
then patiently wait and work for his harvest, The
best work does not do all, nor the best of its

work, the day it is done. It is much like sowing
winter wheat. For a time it may be entirely lost

to sight and, to all appearances, is dead. But the
next season the showers of God's mercy and the
sunshine of his love quicken the hidden germs of
spiritual life, and the result is an abundant growth
and a bountiful harvest. May we take a lesson
from this incident, and, with consecrated hearts,

embrace every opportunity of doing the will of the
Father and trust in him for the incrcasel

Goshen, Ind,
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CAST THY BREAD UPON THE WATERS.

BY OWEN OPPERMAN.

One of our ablest brethren in his time was Eld.
Jacob Miller, of the Portage Prairie church, Ind. A
very interesting incident that is told of him runs
something like this: He was appointed guardian for

l certain friend whose estate was to be settled. In
>rder to adjust matters properly he was compelled
to go to the State of New York to transact some
business. While there, some one asked him if he
were not a minister. Replying that he was, they
at once requested him to preach to them. Tei this
he consented, and that evening he addressed a
small audience that had gathered into the neigh-
boring schoolhouse. In the course of his sermon
be laid down the principles and practices of the
Brethren, proving his way with the Scriptures.

At the close of the meeting a young man arose
'nd requested baptism at his hands. This, of
tturse, was granted and the next morning Eld.
Miller baptized him. He then gave him a letter,

stating when, where and by whom he was baptized,
and returned home. Eld. Miller probably never
xpected to hear from his convert again, and the

ated able
Wends at home, when he related it to them. All

nght that the work would come to naught
Bu t some years later, at a love feast in the Por-
lage Prairie church, the young man, in company
•jth his wife, came to the meeting, to renew his

'"endship with Eld Miller, and enjoy the feast.

Soon after his baptism the young man went to
iinois, married a young sister in the church and

Sf*tled with a colony of the Brethren. Later he
Was chosen a deacon in the church and became an

- for the Lord. This incident was ever

e of great enjoyment to Bro. Miller,

RESCUED AND SAVED.

How nderful the ways of God! How
gloriously true is 1 Cor. 1: 27, 28. A dozen years
ago an intelligent man in one of our "large cities

was stumbling hellward along the gutter path of
the drunkard. The Salvation Army arrested his

godless career, and he was not only sobered, but
thoroughly converted. He became a minister, and
preached with power and success for a decade in

the Baptist church. Then Providence placed in

his hands some of the Brethren's tracts. He was
led and illumined and convinced by the Holy
Spirit that the Brethren's views on baptism, and
other ordinances, are abundantly sustained by the
Word of God. He made application for fellow-

ship, was baptized, put into the ministry, an

now working zealously for Jesus.

He has just completed a series of meetings at

Harrisburg, Pa., with such an impression on the

public mind as was never experienced there before.

Last Sabbath two were immersed in the Susque-
hanna River, a man of fourscore, and his daugh
ter. It was estimated that no less than 2,500
spectators stood on the bank to witness the

23:"What hath God wrought! " Num
When Paul fell into a sanctified strain of

in regard to the unmatched success of his l

he precluded all misapprehension by adding,

not I, BUT THE GRACE OF GOD WHICH WAS
me." 1 Cor. 15: 10. Whatever may be our

tion, or circumstances, or work, one charge is

mitted to all, " Ye shall be witnesses unto Me
the uttermost part of the earth." Acts 1 : 8.

Union Deposit, Pa.

The following queries are from the State Dis-

tricts that have already held their District Meet-
ings. If any Districts have been omitted, the

clerks will please advise us at the earliest possible

date. Queries from other State D stricts will be

published later on, or as soon as they reach us,

We trust there will be no delay in forwarding the

queries to us as soon after the meetings close as

practicable.

Nebraska.

The Bethel church asks Annual Meeting through District

Meeting if Minutes of 1882, Art. 22, deprives the Sunday
school workers of a District from meeting in conference to

discuss Sunday school interests? If so. will Annual Meeting
reconsider said query and gram the members the privilege of

doing so? Ans.—Passed.

Tennessee, North Carolina and Florida.

Would it not be better and more in harmony with the

.Scriptures to omit ihe kiss at our love feasts until all the or-

dinances have been attended to. Ans,—Yes. District Meet-
ing sends to Annual Meeting.

Northern Indiana.

Solomon's Creek church petitions Annual Meeting through
District Meeting to reduce the price of meals at Annual
Meeting. Petition granted.

Texas, Oklahoma and Indian Territory.
Since there is a growing tendency with many Brethren to

seek protection in life insurance companies, and to organize
[so-called] benevolent associations among the Brethren, and
since the Gospel provides that, " If one member suffers all the
members suffer with it," 1 Cor. 12: 26, " Bear yc one another's
burdens, and so fulfil] the law of Christ," Gal. 2:6; and the
law of Christ is, to "love one another as Christ loved us,"
John 13: 34, therefore we ask Annual Meeting through District
Meeting to pass the following decision: The church of Christ
governed by the Gospel, as its by-laws, is all-sufficient, and
will answer every purpose, and those who seek protection
elsewhere, betray their confidence in the church. Sent to
Annual Meeting.

Southern Illinois.

1. West Otter Creek church asks Annual Meeting
through District Meeting to drop the salutation between the
Supper and the Communion and observe it at the close of the
service. See Matt. 26: 26; Mark 14; 22; John 13: 34, Sent to

2. West Otter Creek church asks Annual Meeting
through District Meeting to grant to churches the privilege of
electing church officers by majority vote when it is the Unan-
imous voice of the church to do so. Sent to Annual Meeting.

3. We ask Annual Meeting through District Meeting to
decide that Standing Committee shall not put answers to peti-
tions. ANS.—We so decide. Sent to Annual Meeting.

4. We ask Annual Meeting through District Meeting to
repeal Art. 14, 1800, and Art. 2, i8g3, and decide that all mem-
bers, who are connected with colleges, shall be answerable to
the rules of the church as other members are. Ans.—Yes; we
so decide. Sent to Annua! Meeting.

The following is handed us for publication by the
Foreman of the Committee,

To tht AnnualMeeting of iSqj :—
Your Committee, appointed by Annual Meeting of 1806,

to devise a plan for the support of disabled missionaries, re-

spectfully submit the following:

1. That Standing Committee shall nominate, and Annual
Meeting approve and perpetuate, a committee of five mem-
bers living sufficiently near each other for frequent consulta-
tion, to serve for a term of three years, except those first ap-
pointed, one of whom shall serve one year; two, two years'
and two, three years. That they be lawfully incorporated
"The Brethren's General Benevolence Committee,"

2. That the Committee shall meet as often as necessary
to carry on its work successfully, shall elect its own officers,

make its own by-laws, fill all vacancies that may incidentally
occur in the Committee, inform Standing Committee each
year whose time has expired, and, through Standing Commit-
tee, recommend to Annual Meeting for adoption anything
necessary to forward its work,

3. That the object of this Committee shall be to provide
ways and means to assist worthy disabled and superannuated
missionaries and ministers of the Brethren church and their

families, who have no other sufficient means of support; and
to give reliable information to the churches, in cases of gen-
eral destitution or public calamities, in which Christian duty
prompts us to render assistance and direct the distribution of

such charities.

4. Their duty shall be to solicit and receive any dona-
tions, bequests, grants or funds needed for such general be-

nevolence and administer tbem.and the proceeds therefrom,
so far as practicable, in harmony with the desires of the donors.

5. Any donations, bequests, grants or funds received, and
not specified for a special purpose, shall be invested and used
where most needed on any line or lines of general benevo-
lence, in harmony with the principle taught in Gal. 6: in, "As
we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men,
especially to those who are of the household of faith."

fi. All missionary claimants should have recommenda-
tions from General or District Missionary Committee, and al

ministerial claimants from their District Meeting.

7. That each congregation, on some Sunday in August
of each year, or at their harvest meeting, take up a collection

for this cause, the obiect of which should be fully explained
by the Committee through printed circulars. These should
be read by the ministers, and the obligation emphasized.

8. That the Committee shall receipt for all funds re-

ceived, and report all receipts and expenditures of each year

to Antmar Meeting. Daniel Vaniman.

To read the Bible through annually requires much
determination and persistence. Numbers begin to

) so according to a set plan, but find so many hin-

ances that they give up the effort before the year

is half over. But nothing pays better than a careful,

intelligent and spiritual perusal of the Scriptures

each year. One gets inspired truth in its connec-

tion, and has a variety of it that sustains interest,

quickens reflection and inspires action.
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^THE » YOUNQ * PEOPLE*-

OUR MISSIONARY READING CIRCLE.

Course of Reading.

F1KHT VRAM.

THE FASHION OF THE HILLS,

Their final form, their transitoriness.

Yea, changeful as the mobile-mooded s

Their fashion, set beside Eternity

That was, and is, and so shall 'ever be.

CIRCLE NOTES.

I now write from Bells, Tenn., where I have

stopped on my way north from Fruitdale, Ala., and

will, the Lord willing, spend Sunday with some
brethren and sisters, who have recently located

here from Oliio. I very much regret that I cannot

find more time to devote to Circle Notes, for, sure-

ly, the importance of the work deserves more at-

tention than I have been able to give it. The list

of new members which we herewith announce,

should have been sent in sooner. It is a pleasure

to see so many entering the ranks of missionary

readers, and we sincerely hope that they will be

greatly edified and blessed in the good work.

649, Daly D, Lutz, 430 Kelker Street, Harrisburg,

Pa.; 650, Wm. Horner, New Bedford, Ohio; 651,

David Betts, Independence, Kans,; 652, Sallie A.

Hawk, 1336 North Second Street, Harrisburg, Pa.;

653, Emma I. Bowman, Hagerstown, Ind.; 654, Sa-

rah Pearson, Conemaugh, Pa.; 655, J. C. Harrison,

Conemaugh, Pa.; 650, Lizzie Wissmger, Johnstown,

Pa.; 657, Mrs. Carrie Forney, Meyersdale, Pa.;

658, Mollie Milter, Meyersdale, Pa.; 659, Samilda
Harrison, Conemaugh, Pa.; 660, Arthur Flory,

Shickley, Nebr ; 66i, Lizzie Harshberger, Johns-
town, Pa.; 662, J. M. Harshberger, Johnstown, Pa;

663, Katie Harshberger, Johnstown, Pa.; 664. Eva M
Cole, 13*5 North Twentieth Street, St. Joseph, Mo.;

665 Emma S. Cole, 132, North Twentieth Street, St.

Joseph, Mo.; 606, Casste Grumbling, Johnstown, Pa
;

667, Solomon Harrison, Conemaugh, Pa.; 66S, Mag-
gie E. Harrison, Conemaugh, Pa.; 669, J. W. Rei-

ser, Pr.mrose, Ohio; 670, A. Kline Graybitl. Brugh's

Mill. Va.; 6;i, Katie Graybill, Brugh's Mill, Va.

The following names we add to our list bf Local
Secretaries: F,lsie Lichty, Calvin, Iowa; Emma
Horner, Carlisle, Nebr.

Bro. Caleb Long, of Boonsboro, Md., write

that he has completed the course of reading, a
prescribed by the Circle, and sa\ s the benefit hi

has received he can better realize than describe.

He further writes: "This kind of literature should
be in every family, especially for the young of

the church. It would be a means of souls laying

themselves on the missionary altar, and also im-

press the rising generation with the duty of obe-

dience to that great and important command,
' Preach the Gospel to every creature.'

"

Bro. V. E, Mineely writes from Johnstown, Pa.,

as follows: ''Please accept my sincere thanks for

the ' Life of Judson,' which you so kindly sent me.

I assure you that I appreciate it very much. The

reading of this book has done me much good, and

I have now loaned it to others whom I hope it will

inspire with more missionary zeal." With this let-

ter he sends the names of ten new members and

S2.00 in fees, and asks for more Promise Cards.

This alone is sufficient evidence to prove that the

reading of the book did him good. All whom the

Circle has blessed ought to seek thus to extend

its blessings to others.

Sister Linda Griffin, our Local Secretary at

Meyersdale, Pa,, writes: "Enclosed find two pew
names for the Reading Circle. I am so glad for

this course of reading, for it is a wonderful incen-

tive to work for the cause of Christ. Almost

every day do 1 see greater and better reasons why
the Brethren should be more alive to the work of

missions. When these cold, selfish hearts become
conquered, we may, to some extent, be ready for a

great work."

h'rmhfate, Ala.

I shall read Zech. 8: 16: 17: "These are the

things that ye shall do; Speak ye every man the

truth to his neighbor; execute the judgment of

truth and peace in your gates: And let none of you

imagine evil in your hearts against his neighbor;

and love no false oath: for all these are things that

I hate, saith the Lord."

This text contains an all-inclusive outline of our

subject. Notice, "Speak the truth; execute the

judgment of truth; imagine no evil; and love no

fahe oath." To love, speak, think, and do the

truth, is to be true in character and actions.

Sincerity is a beautiful word, even in its etymo-

logical suggestion. It is from sin, without, and cere,

wax; a probable reference to pure honey, without

wax. There is too little "honey without wax" in

the world. How deplorable that it is not over-

abundant in the church! The lack of sincerity is

one of the worst conditions of business affairs, of

politics, and of fashionable society. So many per-

sons pretend to be what they are not, and claim to

possess what they do not have. This sickening

falsehood of life is an object lesson to us young
Christians. We must shun such shallow deception.

We dare not be insincere by even a word, or deed,

if we are true to ourselves, to our neighbor, and,

above all, to our God. No allowance can we make
for little deviations.

One lesson, dear young brethren and sisters, I

would not have you forget; that God " seeth not as

man seeth," and to him the smallest sin is shock-

ing in its magnitude. Though it may seem to our

interest to be slightly insincere, or though it is

merely expedient, it is not right.

Do we feign love because it is advantageous to

us? Are our words not sometimes flattering?

Though merited prai=e is right, flattery is false-

hood. Little words of untruth, though easily spok-

en, are fatal to our Christian character-.'.

"Psalms 12: 2-4 teaches us that if God will bring

judgment on those who speak vain and flattering

words, we should be sincere in all we say."

"Joshua 24: 14. What should we put away that

we may serve in sincerity? We each may have

our little reserves of lust or desire that are keeping

us from that sweet communion with God that the

true Chrstian must have. What is in my way may
not hinder you. Put it away! Let nothing come
bcU nd hii ;ith

: hypocrisy.'

"2 Cor. 4:2; Rev. 22: 19. We may be honest

with God by speaking his word boldly."

"There are two kinds of insincerity; one* is de-

ception, the other formality. One may prav to be

heard and praised of men, that is hypocrisy. One
may go through the form of prayer without the

heart being in the worship; this is not sincere wor-

ship Sincerity, artlessness, frankness, is one of

the greatest but, alas, also rarest, charms of char-

" To attain this beauty of character, Jesus must

constantly abide within. Then, and not until then,

will we worship God in 'sincerity and in truth,'

Our chief hindrance to a sincere life is trying to do

too much ourselves. Sincerity is a direct result of

the Spirit. To me the indwelling of the Spirit is

becoming sweeter and more satisfying day by day."

" If we are really sincere,—true to ourselves and

to God,—we will often pray, 'Create in me a clean

heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.'

Our duties are threefold,—those we owe to our-

selves are purity, industry, temperance and culture.

The principal duties we owe to others are courte-

sy, veracity, honesty, charity and gratitude. Many
duties do we owe God, but they may be included

in faith, love and obedience."

"Our happiness and spiritual growth depend
greatly upon the degree of sincerity of those with

whom we deal. As we desire sincerity in them, so

should we exercise it. Matt. 22: 37-39 teaches us

how to be sincere, to love God sincerely, to love

our neighbor sincerely."

McPherson, Kans,

THE HELPFUL WORD.

: power

A recent writer,

young

Whole volumes could be writte

of the word spoken in

says the Young People's Weekly, tells

man who asked his employer for a letter

ommendation, as he wished to go to New York,

The request was granted, and the employer added

this kind advice: "Stay at home at night, my boy,

in that big city. Until you have friends, make

friends of books. By the way, here is a guide to

show you how to choose them,"—and he handed

him a dictionary of authors which lay on his desk.

He was a man who filled his life with friendly

acts, and this one, being one of many, was soon

forgotten by him.

Forty years afterward a valuable and important

library, unique in certain subjects, was presented

by its collector to the City of New York for the

use of young men. On the day that he made the

gift he wrote to his former employer, now an old

" I was the lad whom you once counseled to make

friends of books. I knew almost nothing of them

then; but your advice shamed and excited me. I

studied the dictionary of authors, and began to

study their writings. I have grown rich, but books

have been my only luxury."

The kindly word to a friendless boy had been a

seed, yielding a great harvest, which countless

friendless boys will reap.— A^. W. Christian Advo-

cate.
_

There are versions of the Old Testament which

antedate all manuscripts in existence,—the Septua-

gint, the Chafdee and Samaritan Targums, the

Syriac Peshitto and the Vulgate. The three old-

est manuscripts in existence are known as the Vati-

can, Sinai and Alexandrian MSS. These Bibles

are written in Greek, with only uncial, which are

capital, letters. Of other uncial manuscripts there

are, if we include fragments, fifty-six of the Gos-

pels, fourteen of the Acts, six of the Catholic or

general Epistles, fifteen of the Pauline Epistles,

and five of the Apocalypse. Of the cursive manu-

scripts,—cursive means "running hand," in which

letters were joined as we join them now, written not

in capitals, but in small letters,—there are about

two thousand of the books and various parts of the

New Testament. The uncial letters show a more

ancient custom of writing than the cursive.—£"rW
"

Han Ltader.
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MOTTO FOR THE YEAM. — '
' Upon the first

day of the week let every one of yon lay by him it,

store, as God hath prospered him."— l Cor. 16: 2

THE BROOKLYN MISSION.

For some years we had a few members living

Brooklyn, N. Y. Several times it was our privilege

to visit with them and we are glad to say that we
found them quite spiritual, and desirous to further

the cause of the Master. Last fall JBro. Engler
died and being called to preach the funeral we
found a number of his friends interested in the

Brethren church, and anxious that a mission be
started among them. We reported the condition

and outlook to the Mission Board and they soon
took steps to open a work there.

Sister Boone, who has done successful work in

Chicago, was selected for the Brooklyn field. She
came East early in January and visited a number of

churches in the interests of the proposed Mission.

She was welcomed by elders and churches general-

ly, received some money and much encouragement
for the Mission.

Last week we went with her to help her to find a

suitable location. After looking around considera-

bly we decided to begin the work at 168 Fifty-sec-

ond Street. The place is in a growing part of the

city, settled by a good middle class of people. A
number of Scandinavians live there, who are tired of

the stiffness and formality of their State church.

These are already interested in our proposed

Sister Boone will need the help, sympathy and
prayers of our people generally. Hers is a life full

of trials, perplexities, and difficulties. She is much
isolated from church privileges and church associa-

tions. We, who are amply blessed in our homes,
ought substantially to remember her and all others

in the frontier fields. She hopes that the Mission

will largely, if not wholly, be supported by volunta-

ry contributions. All money sent her will be prop-

erly accounted for and applied. Address, Alice J.

Boone, 168 Fifty-second Street, Brooklyn, N, Y.
Let us pray especially for <

THE DIVINE THOUGHT IN MISSIONS.

JOHN :

Ever since "world-wide missions" have occu-

pied the minds of the followers of Christ, there are

and have been those who oppose them, we think,

on conscientious principles, first only a germ, per-

haps, but then fostered by a prejudiced mind, until

it has become a sort of second nature to them to

decry against anything that partakes of a mission-

ary spirit. Our own denomination has been sorely

crippled in her efforts for the extension of Zion's

borders, by such opposition. We believe such op-

position has come from honest hearts, from men
and women who thought the church had enough to

see to within her own limits.

But if our dear brethren and sisters, who do op-

pose this aggressive movement, would study close-

ly the life of our Example and Pioneer in this

great " world-wide " movement, and come " heart
to heart " and " hand to hand" with Him, they

would see such a radiance of glory in this mission-
ary movement, that all objections would vanish as
fog before the brightness of the sun.

In his Word, God has said, " I would have all

"ien know the Word" How can this be accom-

-L'JBLJU OOS-FIEiXj -MlJiJSSiLiJSI C3-JtUJ^.

plished without sending? How can we send, with-
out somebody to send? In the closing chapters of

each of the four Gospels, and also the Acts of the
Apostles, in the beginning, we have certain instruc-

tions to the disciples, which are very clearly meant
for the guidance of believers in all time. Each in-

struction is differently worded, but so closely con-
nected, in thought and expression, that they form a

purely composite group.

When the Savior parted from his disciples, just

before his ascension to the Father, he made known
to them that "ALL power is given unto ME in

heaven and in earth." "As my Father hath sent

me, EVEN SO I SEND YOU." What a wonderful
commission! But let us look farther: "As my
Father hath sent me." " For God sent not
the Son into the world to judge the world, but that

the world might be saved through him."

Such was the marvelous love of the Father that

he sent his Only Begotten, not to judge the world,

but to save it. The Son having made salvation

possible through his blood, on returning to the Fa-

ther, has left the work to his disciples. As the Fa-

ther sent me, so I send you, comes to his followers

(disciples) to-day, with as much power and respon-

sibility as it did that day at Bethany, over 1800

years ago.

And now comes another responsibility: "Tarry
ye in Jerusalem, until ye be endued with POWER
from on high." "And ye shall be witnesses unto

me both in Jerusalem and in all Judea and in Sa-

maria, and unto the uttermost parts of the earth."

Do you know what it means to witness for Jesus?
Do you know when we are able to witness for him?
To witness is, in simple language, to tell. It is

simplicity itself. A child can be as much a witness

for Christ as an adult. But in the great benevo-

lence of his love he not only tells his disciples, to go
to the " uttermost parts," but to witness at home and
everywhere. When are we qualified to witness?

"Tarry, . . . until ye be endued from on high."

The early disciples followed his instructions impli-

citly. See what wonderful results attended their

witnessing! Can it be possible that the ill success

of so many present-day efforts at world-evangeliza-

tion is manifested because we did not tarry? The di-

vine thought has so instructed, and there is no

promise for one, who is not filled " with the Spir-

it," engaging in the work.

And now comes the most blessed part of this

great thought of missions: " Lo, I am with you al-

way even unto the ends of the earth." What a

beautiful consolation? When the faithful worker is

threatened with disease, plagues or reverses, what a

comfort is this thought, " With you alway? " Wheth-
er it be in your own home land, or far away, be-

neath a foreign sky,—that promise holds good.

Who can say there is no divine thought in mis-

sions? We are all the children of one common Fa-

ther, and he has ordained that none shall be lost

through his neglect and we are his chosen vessels

to carry (witness) these words to all.

The closing scene of the life which is to be our

example in this world-wide movement, has some
glorious views. After Christ had given the disci-

ples his last great commission, he leads them to the

quiet solitude, where he blesses them and tells

them that he will come again. O blessed Example,

if we do as thou hast told us, and remain faithful

till death, do thou lead us " over against Bethany,"

put thy hand of blessing upon us, and direct us

home to thee!

Bellefontaine, Ohio.

BIBLE LIUHT ON FOREIGN MISSION WORK.

BY SUE SLUSHER.

" For God so loved the world, that he gave hi«

only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in bin-

should not perish, but have everlasting life." John

»83

" Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter
of persons: but in every nation he that feareth him,
and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him."
Acts 10: 34, 35.

" For there is no difference between the Jew and
the Greek; for the same Lord over all is rich unto
all that call upon him." Rom. 10: 12.

" I have set thee to be a light of the Gentiles,
that thou shouldest be for salvation unto the ends
of the earth." Acts 13: 47; Isaiah 49: 6.

'[God] hath made of one blood all nations of
men for to dwell on all the face of the earth."
Acts 17: 26.

GOD'S WILL ABOUT THEIR SALVATION.

" It is not the wilt of your Father which is in

heaven, that one of these little ones should perish."
Matt. 18: 14.

" I have no pleasure in the death of him that di-

eth, saith the Lord God." Ezekiel 18: 32.

"The Lord ... is not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to repentance."
2 Peter 3: 9. .

"Who [Godj will have all men to be saved, and
to come unto the knowledge of the truth." 2 Tim.

THEY ARE HOPELESSLY LOST.

" Except a man be born again, he cannot see the
kingdom of God." John 3: 3.

" Neither is there salvation in any other; for there

is none other name under heaven, given among
men, whereby we must be saved." Acts 4: 12.

"Can the blind lead the blind? shall they not
both fall into the ditch? " Luke 6: 39.

JESUS CAME FOR THEM,

"The Son of man is come to seek and to save

that which was lost," Luke 19: 10.

" Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest." Matt, n: 2d.

WORDS FOR DISCIPLES, EOR YOU AND ME.

" As ye would that men should do to you, do yc
also to them likewise." Luke 6: 31.

" Give, and it shall be given unto you." Luke 6:

38.

" The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are

few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that

he would send forth laborers into his harvest."

Luke 10: 2.

" Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptiz-

ing them in the name of the Father, and of the

Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to ob-

serve all things whatsoever I have commanded
you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the

end of the world," Matt. 28: 19, 20.

"If ye love me, keep my commandments," John
14: 15.

"Why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the

things which I say? " Luke 6: 46.

" And that servant which knew his lord's will,

and prepared not himself, neither did according to

his will, shall be beaten with many stripes." Luke
12: 47.

" For whosoever shall call upon the name of the

Lord shall be saved, How then shall they call on

him in whom they have not believed? and how
shall they believe in him of whom they have not

heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?

And how shall they preach except they be sent?"

Rom. 10: 13-15.

" Heaven and earth shall pass away; but my
words shall not pass away." Mark 13: 31.

OPPORTUNITIES.

A Christian lady, a chance acquaintance at a

summer hotel, said that she never went into a hotel

or house to spend a few days without praying to

God that he would make her helpful to some soul

there. "And God," she said, " has always answered

that prayer. While I have been in this very house

two persons have knocked at my door, desiring to

talk with me about their need of Christ." Would

that all Christians were equally on the alert for op-

portunities to do good!

—

The Congregationalist..
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Bro. W. R. Miller closed his series of meetings

1 the Salem church, Kansas, with eleven acces-

The Second District of Virginia will hold its Dis

trict Meeting at the Sangerville church, April 29

and 30.

April 20 is the time appointed for the District

Meeting for Eastern Maryland, which is to be held

in Frederick.

If anything like convenient, all the churches

should be represented by delegates at the coming

Annual Meeting.

Three obituaries must be laid aside because the

writers fail to state where the parties lived at the

time of their death.

Bro. Andrew Hutchison is booked for a series

f meetings at the Pipe Creek church, Maryland,

ommencing May 8.

The District Meeting of Southern Pennsylvania

will be held in the Upper Codorus church, at the

Black Rock house, May 5.

Bro. Andrew Chambers reports eight accessions

to the church in Wetzel County, West Virginia, five

by baptism, and three reclaimed.

An excellent series of meetings, in Marion Coun-

ty, W. Va., conducted by Bro. W. T. Sines, closed

with ten baptized and one reclaimed.

Bro. D. L, Fornev. of Palestine, Ark., made a

short call at the Mount this week. He speaks

hopefully of the Master's work in the South.

The District Meeting for Eastern Pennsylvania

will be held in the Sand Brook church, N. J., May
13. The elders' meeting will be held the day be-

fore.

Bro L. Winklebleck reports an excellent meet-

ing in Hartford City, Ind., with eleven accessions.

He says that the church is in a very encouraging

Bro. D. 1). Wine closed an interesting series of

meetings Keb. 28, in the Lower Stillwater church,

Ohio, with seven baptized and one reclaimed. So
writes Bro. L. A. Bookwalter.

In a communication to this office Bro. C. H.
Balsbaugh says: "Do your utmost to make the

next Annual Conference an epoch in the Brother-

hood. There is a better apprehension of funda-

mental principles to-day than ever before, and the

time is here for larger and more stringent applica-

tions,"

The District Meeting for Northwestern Ohio will

be held in the Logan church, three miles east of

Degraff, April 15. Further notice next week.

Bro. Fercken writes that there

orphans in the Orphanage at Smyrn;

ure to know that the candlestick

moved from this ancient city.

It is a pie

On account of the abundance of correspondence,

just now, we find it necessary to cut some of the re-

ports down considerably, in order to get as much

in as possible. We cut out no news, however.

Under date of March 13, giving some delayed

news, Bro. D. A. Hetrick write*; " Fourunited with

the church at Gladerun, Armstrong Co.,- Pa., Jan.

21, as a result of a series of meetings held at that

place."

Sister Alice Garber, of Fleming, Colorado,

writes that the eight members living near that

place have not heard a sermon by ihe Brethren for

nearly eighteen months. They are anxious to have

ministers visit them.

If your love feast announcement should not hap-

pen to appear among the Standing Announcements,

do not write and ask us why it thus happens, but

id us the notice again, and ask us to place it with

nts.

On another page will be found a most encourag-

ing communication from Bro. Fercken. He has

opened a mission at another point and baptized

two. We hope to see the day when we can have

the pleasure of addressing the "Seven Churches

of Asia."

Do not fail to read the Annual Meeting Notes on

another page of this issue. It will be noticed that

the price of meals on the grounds has been reduced

to twenty cents, or six for Si 00, We hope to re-

ceive news from the Committee quite frequently.

News of this kind will be read with interest.

Some who do not understand the Gospel and the

work of the church, as well as they should, some-

times think that the cause of Zion is not pros-

pering because there is not a great stir and excite-

ment. We do not need excitement in order to

have a healthy growth, Showers are good in their

places, but we do not need them all the time.

We are in receipt of Bro. C. E. Arnold's " Pocket

Chart of Paul's Journeyings," John D. Wattles &
Co., Publishers, Philadelphia. It is highly recom-

mended by the Sunday School Times, and will prove

quite helpful to Sunday school students generally,

especially during our studies in the Acts. Price, 2u

cents. It can be ordered from this office. It is

neatly bound in cloth, and may be carried in the

Some parties have made, in the Brethren's Sun-

day school Quarterly, what they regard as quite a

discovery. As the "Daily Readings" commence

on Monday, they infer that we regard Monday, in-

stead of Sunday, as the first "day of the week.

This is one way of interpreting a system of work

differently from what was intended. These read-

ings commence on Monday, so as to prepare the

mind for the Sunday school lesson the following

Sunday. That and no more.

In this issue Bro. Eby gives some good hints

concerning Sunday traffic and other unbecoming

things on the Annual Meeting grounds. We sug-

gest, however, that it would be better to retain the

lemonade, for in a strange land one could hardly

find a more healthful drink. Otherwise, his sug-

gestions will doubtless be quite generally ap-

proved. We cannot be too careful about our man-

ner of spending the Lord's Day during the Confer-

ence week. The way we have spent this day, in a

number of instances, has not been to our credit.

Let us hope for improvements along this line at

all of the future^AnnualiMeetingsl

We are in receipt of an interesting little volume,

entitled, " Poems of a Decade," by Sister Adaltne

Hohf Beery. The volume contains two hundred

and six'een pages, is neatly printed on good paper,

and well bound in cloth. We do not pretend to

know much about poetry, but it does seem to us

that this is a volume of special merit, and will be

read with pleasure and profit. The many admirers

of her poems will doubtless be delighted with this

volume. For price, etc., see advertisement on page

192, of this issue.

In. i tin ifhei nfidel.

hand-Not long since, while in a bookstore,

ed ' Tom Paine's Age of Reason," and told by th<

clerk that it was the book he liked. " Yes," Mr
Ingersoll said, " it's a good book, but mighty expen

sive," "Why, I did not think so," responded th«

clerk. "I have a copy," said the noted infidel

" and what do you think it cost me?" "I don'

know, I am sure," replied the clerk. " The govern

orship of Illinois," said Ingersoll. Unless the mar

repents it may yet cost him his soul.

During the past winter thousands of new con-

verts have been gathered into the church, and most

of these are young people. Our elders, preachers,

and deacons will now find additional responsibili-

ties resting on them, to properly care for and nour-

ish these converts. They are to be trained for the

Lord, and all necessary efforts should be made to

feed them on such parts of the Word as will pro-

mote purity and growth. In tar too many instan-

ces this is not done. Young members too often

perish for the want of proper spiritual care, and

then are censured for violating their baptismal

vow. They enter the flock and are expected to

take care of themselves, as best they can, receiving

little attention from those who should be their spir-

itual guides as well as their earnest helpers. As a

result only the stronger withstand the many temp-

tations, while the rest go back to the world. This

is certainly not as the Lord intended it should be.

On another page will be found several queries

that will come before the next Annual Meeting for

consideration. Others will be published as they

reach us. This arrangement will enable our peo-

ple to know, beforehand, what business is to be

presented to the Conference by the different State

Districts. While our delegates go to the Annual

Meeting uninstructed, it is nevertheless well for

them to have a knowledge of all the matter on

which they must deliberate, in order that they may
listen to the discussion more intelligently and be

the better prepared to act. This leads us to say,

that it is highly important that all those who take

part in our Conferences, should study well the au-

thority invested in the church by Jesus, our great

Head and Lawgiver. We have but the one rule of

faith and practice, and that is the New Testament.

That contains all the laws the church is authorized

to enforce on her members. Neither the Annual

Meeting or any other delegated body is authorized

to make laws for the church and then enforce them.

All our Conference can do is to interpret what is

contained in the New Testament, and see that the

instructions therein given are properly understood

and carried out. This is as far as any Conference

can go and not overreach the authority invested in

the church. A decision is not right simply because

it is made by the Conference, and has the whole

Brotherhood behind it, but it is right, if it be right

at all, because it is founded upon a proper interpre-

tation of the Gospel, and has the authority of heav-

en for its support. It is more than likely that the

principle here alluded to has not received the at-

tention that it should, and it will be well for us to

give it further and more careful consideration, for

to err along this line would be a most serious mis-

take, indeed.

NOT A DEBATABLE QUESTION.

Now and then we hear from localities where at-

tempts are being made to draw our Brethren into a

discussion concerning the validity of trine immer-
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sion. Our people have repeatedly debated th

question in a very satisfactory manner to those who
hold to the threefold immersion, and, as a rule, th

results have been favorable to our cause. But with

us and the leading denominations trine immers

has virtually ceased to be a debatable question,

the reason that its validity has been practically

knowledged by every Christian denomination of

any note in the world. To this we know not

ception worth mentioning.

Especially is this true of the Disciples, a

mention them particularly because they have fig-

ured largely in the public discussions on the sub-

iect. So far as we are informed, all their churches

accept, in full fellowship, those who have been bap-

tized by trine immersion, and do not insist upon re-

baptiz'ng them when they apply for membership.

No stronger point in defense of the validity of trine

immersion could be offered by them, nor is any
stronger argument needed. The simple fact that

all leading denominations accept trine immersion

as valid, while there is more or less disputing about

other modes, is the most convincing argument in

defense of its being the right and original form, for

it is not likely that the very best thinkers

ligious world happen to agree upon the very thing

that is wrong.

One thing we know, trine immersion is satisfacto-

ry to oui people, and if it is sufficiently satisfactory

to others, so that they accept it without question,

what more do we need? If it is accepted every-

where, that proves that it is not a debatable ques-

tion, so far as we and the leading denominations

are concerned. If a few members in these denomi-

nations cannot endorse the practice, that is a matter

for them to settle among themselves, and we need

not be counted in the controversy. Under these

circumstances our people can feel perfectly easy.

They know that their baptism passes everywhere,

and when a baptism is good enough, in the estima-

tion of the people, for that purpose, it is above con-

troversy— it ceases to be a debatable question.

This must appear evident to any one who gives the

matter careful thought.

Should the time ever come, when the leading de-

nominations of Christendom, or any considerable

part of them, will refuse to accept into fellowship

those who have been baptized by trine immersion,

it may then be proper for us to think about debat-

ing the question. But, with everything in our fa-

vor, so far as the endorsement of other denomina-

tions is concerned, we have nothing to contend for.

Furthermore, every well-informed man knows that,

even at this time, there is more trine immersion

than single immersion in Christendom, five to one.

Those who practice single immersion are not only

amazingly in the minority, but by their practice

they endorse trine immersion. This comes about

as near making things unanimous for trine immer-

sion as they well could be.

Consistency compels the single immersionists to

either reject trine immersion altogether, or else ad-

mit that there are two valid modes of baptism. If

they make this admission, and they must do it or

change their practice, we have an additional reason

for considering trine immersion beyond the realm

of controversy. The more we consider this phase
of the question, the more are we impressed with the

thought that trine immersion has a clear track and
needs neither defense nor apology. A few writers,

nnt very widely known, have made themselves ri-

diculous, by attempting to show that, when receiv-

ing into fellowship those baptized by trine immer-
sion, they receive but one of the three actions.

Not one of them has ever said which action they

receive, nor have they made it clear how a baptism
can be valid when administered into one name on-
ly- They simply run into one difficulty in order to

evade another. We certainly do not envy their

Predicament, 1. h. m,
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EDITORIAL GLEANINGS IN THE ORIENT.

No. 40.—A Peculiar Beverage—On the China Sea A
Season of Danger.

In addition to the opium eating and smoking, so

n among the Orientals there is a considera-

ption of intoxicating drinks. Drunken-
ness is not, however, so common as in the Western
world. Toddy, the product of the cocoanut palm,
is the most common beverage used in India, Cey-
lon, and the Straits Settlements. A liquor is also

distilled from rice and is used in large quantities in

the East. It is known as "Sa-ke," and is quite in-

toxicating. It is largely used in China and Japan
and in the islands south of those countries.

One of the drinks common to the South Pacific is

" Ka-va," a product of the Samoan group of is-

lands. The manufacture of this peculiar drink is

thus described by one who witnessed the process:
" Ka-va is prepared from the root of a species of

the pepper tree, found on most of the islands of the

Samoan group. The shrub attains a height of five

or six feet, and has a pretty green foliage, tinged

with purple. The root, having been thoroughly

washed, is cut in small slices, which are distributed

to young girls with perfect teeth, to be chewed, by
which process they are reduced to a complete pulp.

Mouthful after mouthful of these little pulpy mass-

es is thrown into a large bowl, ceremoniously

placed in front of the one who is to serve the bever-

age, and water is then poured upon them. The
mass is now worked with the hand until all th>

strength and virtue of the fibre is expressed, when
it is deftly strained away with a bunch of long fi-

bre, from the inner bark of the hibiscus, and the

liquid is now ready for drinking. Its appearai

like that of weak tea, its taste like that of soap

suds." In the case of the Ka-va it may be said that

the drink is chewed. The process of manufacture,

it witnessed, would doubtless keep most of our

home people from trying the beverage.

If our readers will take a map of the eastern

hemisphere, and locate Singapore, almost on the

equator, and then draw a line, a little east of north,

nearly the entire length of the China Sea, with a

slight curve around the coast of Siam, to Hong
Kong, they will have the route taken by the Kaiser-

i-Hind from Malay to China. The distance, as the

ship runs, is barely fifteen hundred miles, and yet

six days are required to make the voyage. Navi-

gation on the China Sea is attended with no little

danger, owing to the typhoons that sweep over its

waters. As our voyage was made when these Cy-

clonic storms do not prevail to any great extent,

we had but little fear of encountering this great

danger.

The Kaiser-i-Hind moved slowly away from the

wharf and we were off on our way to the Land of

Cathay. The ship was surrounded by Malay boys,

in their little boats, clamoring to have the passen-

gers throw money overboard, so that they might

dive for it. One knew not which most to admire,

the diving, or the skill with which the boys sprang

into their boats after coming up from the depths.

A score or more would spring out of the boats

and disappear, diving after the coveted money.

After a struggle beneath the water they would re-

appear, the successful diver holding the coin aloft

between his fingers for a moment and then put it

into his mouth and be ready for another dive.

Swimming to their boats they sprang into them,

and, while paddling, with a quick movement of the

foot, kicked the water out. Sometimes the boats

uld fill with water and siok. The occupants,

two in number, would roll out, seize the little craft

at either end, turn it over, empty out the water,

right the boat again, spring into it and paddle after

the slowly-moving ship, shouting for a dive. The
Malay boys are perfectly at home in rbc water,

> joy 1

We soon left boats and divers far behind, as we
moved out to sea. In the harbor there was only
the slightest breeze stirring, but Captain Daniels
said: "We shall have a blow when we get out to
sea; it is only local, however, and we shall outrun it

during the night." His prediction proved to be
true. A strong wind was blowing outside the har-
bor, which increased in force during the evening.
The sea ran high and the ship pitched and rolled,
much to the discomfort of the passengers. Sea-
sickness added its misery to the unhappy ship's
company. We turned in early and slept soundly
through the night. When the morning came wc
were sailing over a sunlit sea, as smooth as glass.
So the sorrows of the night were turned into j

the morning.

And now began a long voyage on the China Sea.
The passage was not a pleasant one. Sunshine and
smooth seas were succeeded by clouds and storms,
accompanied by heavy rainfalls. The Northeast
Monsoon made its force felt to the discomfort of all

the ship's company, and no one of the passengers
expressed the least regret when we steamed into

the harbor of Hong Kong, and landed amidst a
throng of almond-eyed, yellow celestials.

On a long sea voyage the continuous throbbing
of the engines and the revolutions of the propeller,

' a time, become almost a part of one's life.

:n you lie down at night, the throbbing comes
to you with the regularity of the beating of your
pulse, and, unconsciously, you will discover that it

is keeping time with the pulsations of your heart.

You breathe in unison with the throbs, and as the
days go by they become a part of your life. It is

the great heart of the ship, beating with the regu-

larity of clock-work, which gives motion to the ves-

sel and drives it through the water at such rapid

rate. To have the throbbings suddenly cease, out

at sea, brings great alarm to the passengers and
much confusion to the ship's company.

An experience of this kind fell to our lot on the

China Sea, and we shall not soon forget it. We
were sitting together on deck at nine o'clock in the

evening. The night was dark, a heavy wind was
blowing and the rain was coming down in torrents,

and in these latitudes it literally pours down. The
sea was rough, but as the monsoon was blowing

from the direction we were going, we suffered only

from the pitching of the ship. The deck was bril-

liantly lighted with electricity and in our protected

corner we rather enjoyed the warring of the ele-

ments. Suddenly, and without a moment's warning,

the engines stopped, the heart of the ship ceased its

throbbings and we were in Egyptian darkness.

The moment the engines stopped, the current of

electricity was cut off, and we were left without

light. The vessel, no longer propelled through the

water, could not be steered, fell into the trough of

the sea and was at the mercy of the waves. She

rolled heavily, and, at times, it seemed as if the

ship would roll over on her side. We clung to an

iron railing and waited anxiously for developments.

The passengers were much alarmed, some put on

life-preservers and others began calling on the

Lord for help. A few moments before all were in

good spirits and now all was gloom and darkness,

with dread and fear. Presently the old-time oil

lamps and lanterns were lighted and never was

light more welcome. An officer came on deck and

assured the people that nothing of a serious char-

acter had happened, and that the repairs would be

made in a few hours and we would be under way

again. A steam supply pipe had bursted and

caused the trouble. This information partly quiet-

ed the fears of the nervous ones. When, a few

hours later, the engines were again started, and the

throbbing of the propeller was again heard, great

was felt by all and from many hearts grateful

thanks went up to God who had preserved us in the

/ace of a great danger. p. l. m,
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ANSWERS TO QUERIES.

1. Please explain 1 timothy 2: 9, and especially the mean-

ing of "broidcred hair. Mary Heckman.

The word "broidcred" was used in the Old Eng-

lish with the same meaning now given to "braid"

and "plait." "Hireyolwe heer was browded in a

tresse," wrote Chaucer. We would write: "Her

yellow hair was braided in a tress."

The meaning is, to weave by passing three or

more strands, strips, or lines, over and under each

other alternately. In eastern countries it was and

is still, to some extent at least, the custom, among

the rich and fashionable, to braid the hair and in-

terweave with it gold, pearls and precious stones,

causing the tresses to flash brilliantly in the light.

Because of this unseemly fashion the braiding of

the hair was forbidden by Paul and also by Peter (

1

Pet. 3: 3). as wrong and unbecoming to women

professing godliness.

These Scriptures set forth, in plain and unmis-

takable terms, the manner in which Christian wom-

en should adorn themselves. Modest apparel is

neither showy nor slovenly. It must be decorous

and in keeping with Christian character and mod-

esty. Shamefastness (R. V.) is well explained in

these words: "That inner grace of reverence, es-

pecially self-reverence, which shrinks from any-

thing unseemly or impure."

In all ages men of God wrote strongly against

the folly and sinfulness of display in ornaments and

dress. Isaiah 3: 16-23 is especially strong on this

point and, as we have seen, Peter and Paul speak in

no uncertain language. The Church Fathers wmte

in the strongest terms against the sinfulness of dis-

play in dress.' Tertullian, Clement, and others,

have placed themselves on record on this question.

Jerome wrote to one of his friends: " Load not your

child's hair with gems, nor sprinkle on her young

head some of the red fire of hell." These are

fierce words but they tend to show how deep were

the convictions of the early Christian writers on

this subject. If Christian men and women would

obey from the heart the Scriptural teaching on

modesty in apparel, the church would have no

need of laboring to carry out this Gospel principle.

2. Please state whether Mcncphtah, the Pharaoh who lived

at the time the Israelites left Egypt, pcrisberi in the Red Sea.

Give Bible proofs. D. J. B.

The statement that the Pharaoh of the Exodus,

Menephtah the second, perished in the Red Sea,

is based on presumptive, and not on positive Bible

proofs. Hence, what our querist calls for, cannot

be given. Read carefully the fourteenth and fif-

teenth chapters of Exodus and Psalms 106: 9-it,

and you will find just what the Bible says on the

subject. The words of the Psalmist, " There was not

one of them left," must, of course, refer to those

who followed the fleeing sons of Jacob into the

sea. We do not have the statement that Pharaoh

was among the number. He may have been, but

we do not have it so stated. The fact that the

body of the Pharaoh of the Exodus was not found

in the place where his father and grandfather were

hidden away, and only recently discovered, may be

regarded as significant. We do not have Bible

proofs to offer, and yet Menephtah may have per-

ished in the waters of the Red Sea.

3. What kind of grain are we 10 understand the sons of Ja-

cob went into Egypt to buy? Is the same kind of corn raised

in Egypt that is grown in this country?
Uzzib C. Shultz

Corn is used in the Bible as a general term for

all kinds of grain, including wheat, barley, and

various kinds of seeds, peas and beans. It never

of Jacob purchased in Egypt some kind of grain

good for food, possibly wheat or barley, but we
may certainly say that it was not Indian corn. The
latter is, without doubt, a product of Ameiica, and,

as it never appears in the records of ancient Egypt

or Palestine, it is fair to presume that it was un-

known in those countries in the days of Joseph and

his brethren. At the present time corn is raised

on the banks of the Nile, it having been taken

from this country to Egypt. The variety we saw

there is much smaller in ear and grain than what

is raised in this country. It is also harder and

more flinty than the American product. D. l. m.

-—<* HOME AND FAMILY 4

SUBMISSION.

I would not have a hand to guide

But thine;

For thou hast trod where sinners stray

And knowest all life's troubled way,

And mine.

But thine,

For ihou art wise as thou art good

And none can better chouse what should

Oh, 1 would tread the sorest path

For thou canst make the roughest plain,

Give joy for grief and calm for pain.

Selected by Alice B. Snyder.

WHO MADE THE SACRIFICE?

I do not think that I ever saw the tobacco prob-

lem considered from a financial standpoint, but it

has been brought to my notice that this is one phase

of the subject that needs attention. There is much
said about the men who neglect their families for

the sake of whiskey, but I can point to more cases

where the family has to take second place for to-

bacco, than I can where they stand aside for liquor.

In more than one house in my neighborhood the

husband and father spends from twenty five to fifty

dollars per year for tobacco, while the wife and

children go hungry and ill-clad. They are too poor

to buy a cow, or t5 feed one after they get it, so

they depend on the neighbors for milk, and

skimmed milk at that, for they, of course, could not

afford five cents a day to pay for a quart of new
milk.

The mother goes out washing, hoeing, or working

in the harvest field,— anything,—to eke out the sup-

ply of daily bread for the little ones, who, in the

meantime, are left to run wild.

Talk about the "new woman" neglecting her

family and home ties to run about on a bicycle, at

tend political meetings, clubs, and so on. These

neighbors of mine would no more be seen at a

school meeting than they would be seen at a prize-

fight or a boxing-match, neither would their hus-

bands allow them to attend such a place; it would

be unwomanly, you know.

Did you ever see a buna fide tramp who did not

use the filthy weed? Did you ever see a drunkard

who could live without tobacco? It is said,

but I think it would be more truthful to say he
" cannot live without tobacco."

Now we will pass on to the man who is just a lit-

tle more prosperous. A few years ago he married

one of the nicest girls in the neighborhood. She

was young and strong, and filled with hope for her

future and with faith in her liege lord, and in his

ability to procure a home for her in the near future.

They did not own a home, but would rent a farm

a few years and then be able to buy one. Of course

the husband used tobacco and she knew it, but he

would take one of the cures and soon stop the hab-

it. Did he? Oh, yes! lie took the cure but he

didn't want to give up every comfort. He was per-

fectly willing to stop chewing, but he would still

smoke a cigar occasionally, just for company's sake.

He was much more lonely on the farm than his wife

was. But those cigars kept just enough nicotine in

his system to keep up the craving for more, and in

a few weeks he was using more of it than ever be-

fore.

The wife sees that if she is ever to have a home
of her own she must curtail expenses, so she dis-

harges her hired girl and has a woman to help with

the washing, scrubbing and ironing. Still the in-

e is not sufficient to more than meet expenses,

lis must be stopped and she does all the work

herself. Then she says, " There isn't much time for

o read, and John doesn't care much for read-

so I guess I will not renew my subscription,

when it expires. I can save a few dollars in that

way, perhaps."

So it goes on, the wife making little sacrifices

here and there, each in itself being small, but

amounting to several dollars in a year's time, and

still the new home is no nearer than at the start.

The threadbare gown and the old bonnet are each

made to do yet a little longer. Her hands are

rough and hard with toil, but she has no gloves to

cover them; her face becomes old and careworn,

and the bonny brown hair is streaked with silver,

but she keeps bravely on, sacrificing self at every

step until death finally comes and finds her still in

the rented home.

And the husband? Has he made sacrifices? you

will ask. Indeed he has -

. He has worn patched

clothes that his wife has endeavored to keep in con-

dition as long as there was anything to patch. He
has worn old hats that she was ashamed to see cov-

ering his head. Once he has been faithfully nursed

through a severe illness because his boots let in the

water. Oh, yes, he has made sacrifices, but he still

uses tobacco.—Mara, in Mayflower.

DRESS AND PERDITION.

l remark made upon the foolish ex-

penditure of money for the superfluous yards of

dress goods which the tyrant Fashion decrees her

devotees shall purchase, and by some indescriba-

ble combination of ruffles, tucks, puffs, and folds,

hang upon their already over-burdened frames, the

lady replied, " But if a girl should buy only ten or

twelve yards, and make her dress perfectly plain,

she would be talked about." We do not doubt it;

but by whom? Certainly not by any whose good

opinion is worth the having, To one who has in-

dependence of character enough to thus array her-

self neatly, becomingly and tastefully, the opin-

ions of that class of persons, who would make her

the butt of their senseless ridicule, have but little

weight, and their idle chatter falls unheeded, even

though it may and does reach her ears. But she

does not fail to remember who has condemned this

superfluous putting on of apparel, and the appro-

bation of the Infinitely Greater One fully com-

pensates for all that she may have to bear.

" How can ye believe, which receive honor one

of another, and seek not the honour that cometh

from God only? " But there is a more serious as-

pect to this question. Has not God talked about

you? Hear his terrible denunciations against the

haughty daughters of Zion. The inspired prophet

describes very accurately the dress, ornaments and

costumes of the present day; and if the curse was

pronounced against the women of Israel for thus

decorating themselves, surely the daughters of our

Zion cannot possibly escape like punishment. Al-

though the Lord may seem to bear long, yet "their

filthiness shall be cleansed by the spirit of judg

ment, and by the spirit of burning." Oh, whe

God shall sit in judgment on your soul, will yo

dare, in palliation of your crime of long-continue

disobedience, offer the mean, paltry excuse,
"

would have been talked about?"

TO 'ION,

side by suchand it is one that will not be

frivolous excuses.

"Talked about!" Yes, and i

bear, by the help of our sympathizing Savior, than

will be the thunder-tones in which God shall talk t

you? You will hear the echo of that word depar

reverberating through the caverns of despair to a

eternity. God's words are unheeded now, whil'

"what will people say?" is the rule by which to
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many decide this important question. But in that

day you must listen—oh! listen, until their terrible

import shall burn itself on your soul in living char-
acters of fire.—S-lccted.

JSB GOSPEL -lyEJSSBEJSTOEJ*,.

From the Ottawa Church, Kans

—«* CORRESPONDENCE *-«--

the

Notes by the Way.

of Ineetings closed at New Car-

lisle, Ohio, when Bro. D. L. Miller was with us, one
has been baptized and two others were restored to

fellowship again and gladly welcomed. A two
weeks' series of meetings was held in Madison
County recently. This is a part of the Donnel'i

Creek church. Bro. Henry Gump did most of the

preaching. I was with him one week. The inter-

est and attendance were fairly good. Two precious

souls were baptized into Christ.

Bro. J. D. Sandy held a series of meetings of over

two weeks, at a mission point in Ross County, re-

cently. He reports a good attendance and interest,

Three pn : baptized ;

tiling I to iist

meetings at Shidele

tack of la grippe du

able to preach. I \

ing Bro. D. L. Milli

I hope I may soon

house by la grippe.

Forgy, Ohio, March

Ind., but, having had an at-

gthe last month, I was not

; also hindered in accompany-
among the colored Brethren.

Wife is confined to the

Henry Frantz.

From Oystervllle, Wash.

Feb. 10 Bro. J. U. G. Stiverson and the writer

started on a missionary trip into Lewis and Thurs-

ton Counties. We held meetings at several points

and tried to reach some new points at which to

hold meetings. On account of stormy weather,

however, we were hindered. We visited two mem-
bers living in Oiympia. While in this capital city

we felt sad to think we only had two members
there, as lights for the darkness of that city. Are
there no ministers in the East who will come to our

aid? The Centralia church is in need of more min-
isterial help, as there is a large field for a number
of earnest workers. Those seeking homes can find

them in Western Washington at a very reasonable

price. While in the Centralia church Bro. Stiver-

son preached some good sermons.

Geo. C. Carl.
Feb. 16.

From Lancaster City, Pa,

The series of meetings, which was commenced
in this church Feb. 10, was closed on the 28th, with

an over-crowded house, many not being able to en-

ter. The best of interest was manifest from the be-

ginning to the close. The meetings would have
been continued one week longer if circumstances

would have permitted it. One was reclaimed,

four were baptized and we have five applicants,

with prospects of others. The baptismal scene was
a very affecting one to the great crowd who had
gone out from the city to the stream, about a mile

distant. While the administrator and applicants

were "going in and coming out of the water, Bro. J.

M. Mohler, who had conducted the meetings and
worked untiringly, read brief Bible statements on

baptism, such as Phillip and the eunuch, Christ

coming out of the water, etc, One peculiar feature

of these meetings was the great number of men
who attended them, and at times outnumbered
the women. Those baptized all were men. The
church is much encouraged, and the prevailing feel-

ing is that the work of building the new house,

which is now in contemplation, be urged forward.

There has already been a committee appointed to

draft plans, etc. T. F. Imler.

March 2.

Our quarterly counci

>as a very good attend
iers were present, and <

good
Lord

rally

fas held Feb. 27. There
ce. Nearly all the mem-
ne visitors from adjoining

churches. Our elder, I. H. Crist, presided. Bro.
John Sherfy, of the Appanoose church, was here
and tarried over Sunday. He gave us three

sermons, and we realized the presence of thi

with us, Our social meetings, held each S
evening, have been kept up all winter, gen
led by some one of the young members.
A few of us began reading the New Test;

through the first of January, marking every com-
mand c, every promise p, as we read along. We b
lieve it is the most pleasant and profitable way of
reading we ever tried. As we begin each chapter,
the thought is, " What is here for me personally? "

—and thus the attention is held closely. The more
the Bible is read and talked of, the less time there
will be for gossip and small talk.

Our Sunday school is progressing finely under
the care of our efficient young brother, Chas.
Weaver, as Superintendent. Some of our members
are moving away this spring, for which we are sor-
ry. We are still praying the Lord of the harvest to
send some Spirit-filled brethren and sisters, to help
in the great work that is yet to be done hers.

Fanny Morrow.
March 2.

met

From the Mineral Creek Church, Mo.

The members of the Mineral Creek churc
in regular council last Saturday, Feb, 27.

church has, for some time past, met on the last

Saturday of each month, at 1 P. M„ for church
work, which seems to giva general satisfaction. At
the meeting last Saturday there was a choice held
for a minister, the lot falling on Bro. D. L. Mohler,
who was duly installed into office. Eld. D. M.
Mohler, of Warrensburg, was present, and assisted

in the work. A statement from our elder showed
that our numerical strength in the church at this

Forty-five families in which both
husband ;

which the

ad wife are mi

husband only

which the wife

four fan

nber thirty-two

nber; four

twenty-four single sisters; total, one hundred
seventy-five.

J. E. Bossermai
Leeion, Mo., March I.

From the Palestine Church, Ind.

Our new Oak Grove meetinghouse was dedicated

Jan. 17, instead bf the first Sunday in January, as

first contemplated. Bro. L. T. Holsinger, of North
Manchester, preached the dedicatory sermon to a

very attentive audience, and also gave us a good
discourse at night, that was much appreciated by
all. Bro. W. S. Tony, of Walton, Ind., began the

series of meetings on Monday night, Jan. 18, and
delivered fourteen discourses. Bro. B. F. Honey-
man, of Center, Ohio, was also with us and gave us

two discourses that were full of Gospel truth.

We feel that Bro. Tony did his work well. The
meetings were continued by the writer, one week
after Bro. Tony went home. One applied for

baptism and a number of others expect to come in

the near future. M. L. Hahn.
Seafield, Ind , March 4.

From South English, low

Feb. 27 was our quarterly council. Gi

ance, and love prevailed. Quite an amo
ness was disposed of. The plan, to hav

ters arranged in written form, before w
different items begins, was adopted,

clerk, and also a church correspondent

ed. Bro. S. F. Niswander will continue

od attend-

mt of busi-

elect-

wnting
nitely. Seve

after funds,

befell poor n

resent at the

k. The othe

lUiCi,

so elected indefi-

appointed to look

provide relief in misfortunes, that

tbers. The church decided to rep-

ining Annual Meeting, with Bro. J.

____^ "87

B. Flory as delegate, and Bro. Joseph Sniteman as
alternate. It was decided to hold a love feast May
29 and 30, at 4 P. M. A Bible class met twice a
a week during the last three months Bible geog-
raphy, Outline Normal Lessons and Sunday school
lessons were studied, we trust, to the profit of all.
This ,s one of the ways to strengthen and encour-
age young members. Get them to work along the
line of duty, and give them no time to look back
on the things of the world. Then they will become
a power for good. s p. Brower.
March 1.

From Roanoke, Va.

Bro. Andrew Hutchison commenced preaching
at Roanoke City in the Brethren's church on the
evening of Jan. 30, and continued until Feb. 21,
preaching, in all, twenty seven sermons. Much of
the time we had rainy weather, which kept some of
the people from attending, but when the weather
was at all favorable, our church was not large
enough for all who wanted to hear. Some nights
many were unable to gain admittance, for lack of
room. The interest and attention were excellent.
Bro. Hutchison, in his impressive manner, preached
plainly the commandments and ordinances, giving
abundant Scriptural proofs for the faith and prac-
tice of the Brethren church. This led to a number
of questions, which gave Bro. Hutchison still more
opportunity to impress firmly, on the minds of all,

the truthfulness of the position he presented.'
Three were baptized and one m
willingness to come at a later day.
Owing to Bro. Hutchison's promise for other

points, the meeting had to close fully one week too
soon. Many were deeply impressed at the last

meeting, giving evidence that they were much con-
cerned about what they had been taught, The
church is much encouraged and strengthened.

P. S. Miller.

< \|>i, ',;,:, I

Feb.

From QrayBon, La.

There are a few members located at this place,

on the Iron Mountain Route, between Little Rock,
Ark., and Alexandria, La. At the latter place Bro.
S. A. Myers, formerly from Pennsylvania, is locat-

nd employed as one of the teachers in the pub-
chool. We had the pleasure of meeting him

and spending a few hours pleasantly with him.
We spent ten days visiting, distributing tracts, and
preaching at night. Through the teaching of the
members and the reading of the Messenger, the

way of the Lord had been prepared, and on Feb,

22, which is celebrated as Washington's birthday,

we had the pleasure of receiving a brother by bap-
tism, who is past three score years and ten, of

French descent, and a zealous reader of the Mes-
senger. He frequently reads the same copy
three times. Though deprived of hearing preach-

ing, on account of deafness, he is well informed
concerning the teaching of the church of his

choice.

This is another evidence that the Messenger is a

good worker in new fields. We found others in

full sympathy v/ith our work. With proper effort

we hope to soon have an organized, congregation at

this place. Members looking for homes in Louisi-

ana can still find homestead lands at this place.

For particulars address, with stamp, Lewis Miller,

Grayson, Caldwell Parish, La.

S. A. Honbergkk.
Roanoke, La., Feb. 2-j.

From Black River Congregation, Medina Co., Ohio.

Feb. 7 we

begin a seri.

13. A Bibl.

from Feb. I

decided in council, the Lord \

s of meetings on the evening

school was held in the Mohic;

to 20, which we had the pi

lling, to

of May
1 church

nure of

attending. Brethren C. Gibson and L. F.by were

the instructors. Those who attended the entire

term spent ten days very pleasantly and profitably.

Besides the six daily recitations, brethren Kby and

Gibson preached earnestly, to large and; attentive
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thecongregations each evening. At thi

school expressed a desire to have another Bible

term next year. The school closed Saturday after-

noon. Bro. T. Hoover remained until Tuesday

morning, and preached for us Saturday evening and

Sunday forenoon, On Monday he attended their

council. Considerable business was attended to

In the evening after the council Sister Kesjer (wife

of Bro. Joseph Kesler) was anointed.

Makv Hoover.
Chatltam, Ohio, March i.

A Reminder.

It occurs to my mind that we should improve on

our method of feeding the multitude at our General

Conference Meetings, especially on Sunday. If we

must have a lunch-stand, give only substantial food

similar to the dining-hall, including pies and cakes

for convenience, I question the propriety of sell-

ing candies or any other luxury at any time, simply

to make money,—especially on Sunday. Would

we not severely criticise a brother for opening his

stand in town, on Sunday, and selling such luxuries

as a business? It would not be right, even if he

would need the profit for his support. Kven the

selling of lemonade, healthy as it is, calls forth

criticism, and is consid<red of doubtful propriety,

even by non professors. Should we not deny our-

selves more, at least on the Lord's Day, and ab-

stain from the appearance of evil? Then, also, let

all present, on Saturday, purchase meal tickets for

Again; our Brotherhood always advised against

photographing, yet we admit it on the sacred

grounds, thereby encouraging individuals to do the

same. Even churches take advantage and use it as

an advertising medium.

We might also name different kinds of merchan-

dise and inventions, all of which might reasonably

be subjected to the scourge of small cords, used by

the Savior in cleansing the temple. We should not

lose sight of the sacredness of our work; therefore

we, as a church, should encourage the Committee

of Arrangements in bringing about greater restric-

tions. Give it a thoughtl Enoch Ebv.

Booth, Kans,

Special Notice to the Middle District of Indiana.

The District Meeting for 1897 will be held in the

Bear Creek church, Portland, Ind., April 7. Most
of the delegates will have to come the day before.

Time of trains is as follows: G, R. & I., going south,

2:30 and 7:30 A. M.; 2:30 I', M. Going north,

12: 30 and 4:30 I'. M.; 1:30 A. M. L. E. & W., go-

ing east, 11:05 A M
; 5:15 P. M. Going west,

5:30 and II: $5 A. M. There will be conveyances

at each train. W. H. Andrews.
March S.

Annual Meeting Notes.

The Committee of Arrangements for Annual
Meeting at Frederick City, Md„ June 6, 1897, would
report that the work of preparation is moving along

pleasantly. We have appointed sixty-five men on
different committees. Only three asked to be ex-

cused; all the rest are willing to do the best they
can. We have not, as yet, succeeded in getting a

rate of one fare for the round trip, but trust we
shall, in the near future. The business men of the
city are arranging to fulfill their part of the con-
tract and every citizen seems to anxiously look for-

ward to a large meeting, and they are making ef-

forts to be ready to receive and welcome all that

come.

The Committee have purchased four hundred
double wove wire bottom cots for the buildings on
the grounds, and there will be room made in the
homes of our hospitable citizens to lodge all that

come, at twenty-five cents a night. All will be fed

on the grounds at twenty cents a meal, or six meals
for one dollar. There will be a Bible term of one
week in the daytime, and preaching at night, clos-

ing June 5.

The Committee on Lodging are Eld. S. H. Utz,
New Market, Frederick Co., Md.

( Foreman; elders

J. S, Harp and Winfield Miller, brethren Charles

;snickle and Charles Harrison, to whom all ap-

plication for lodging should be made. Those ex-

pecting an answer will enclose stamp. More anon,

Committee { E. W. Stoner, Foreman,
of ' E. N. Bish, Treasurer,

Anangements, / John S. Wevbright, Sec.

Notes x from x our x Correspondents.

Polo, 111.—Last Sunday the Pine Creek church

Sunday school took up a collection for the Armeni-

is, amounting to $44.70. Our Sunday school and

eetings are well attended during the winter, and

e have many reasons to be encouraged —John

Hcckman, March p.

Woodland Church, 111.—Our quarterly council

is held March 3. All business was disposed of in

ve. It was decided to hold our love feast and se-

es of meetings this fall. Bro. C. Bucher is our

delegate to Annual Meeting, Bro. C. Fitz, our eld-

11 be on the Standing Committee this year.

Our Sunday school is still in progress, with Bro.

t Eshelman as Superintendent.

—

Lydia Wal-

ter, March 10.

Sugar Creek Church, Ohio.—We met in quar-

terly council March 6. Bro. Samuel Burger acted

as moderator, We decided to erect a new house

oi worship. We have been sorely in need of one

for several years. Most of the material is already

upon the ground. The Bible meeting, which has

been organized, is meeting with success. If only all

would take an active part in the work!—W. D. Fish-

er, Baltic, Ohio, March p.

Shippensburg, Pa.—Since my last report three

more dear lambs have been received by baptism,—

two of them from a family of eleven children, who
are all in the church except two, who are quite

small. Their father died nearly five years ago, but

their Christian mother continued to bring up the

children in the fear of the Lord. The third one

was a daughter of the brother who administered the

baptism,— W. M. Foglesonger, March 5.

Salimonie Church, Ind.—We held our quarterly

council March 6. Quite an amount of business had

accumulated, but ail was agreeably settled. Our
Sunday school is doing good work. The attend-

ance is good and the interest unsurpassed. Our
young brethren and sisters are doing thorough work.

We will have a series of meetings in April. Bro.

Levi Holsinger, of North Manchester, Ind., will do

the preaching.— 0. C. Ellis, River, Ind., March 9.

Brownsville Church, Md.—Last night (Feb. 2S)

closed a very pleasant and, we think, profitable

series of meetings, held by Eld. S. F. Sanger, of

Calverton, Va., at the Brownsville church. Not-
withstanding the unfavorable weather, dark night:

etc., the attendance was large, and we never sa>

better attention paid to the preaching. In my la;

report the contribution by the Brownsville churc

for Washington was given as S[0. It should have

been S70.

—

Geo. W. Kaetzel, March 1.

Harrisburg, Pa.—We have just closed a very in

teresting series of meetings, conducted by Bro. F

Haas, of Philadelphia, Pa. He came to us Feb. 14

and was with us until Feb. 28. Seven came ou
on the Lord's side; two were baptized Feb. 2S. W
baptized in the Susquehanna River. Many peopl

were present to see the baptizing, because they

never had seen any person baptized the way we do.

Feb. 28 brethren Whitmer and Mohler labored with

us. Bro. Whitmer did the baptizing.—Ellen Shissler.

Wabash, Ind.—Our quarterly council in the Wa-
bash church was held to-day at 1 P. M. Five letters

were granted to members moving away. Officers

were elected for our Sunday school, which begins

the first Sunday in April with Bro. William Liven-

good as Superintendent. At this writing Bro.

Jonathan Adams, one of our aged deacons, is ly-

ing seriously ill and fears are entertained that he

will not recover, The time for our annual love

feast was set for Saturday June 12, at 10 A. M —
Kittle H?trsh, March 4.

Hartford City, Ind.—Our seiies of meetings,

(forty-three sermons), conducted by Eld. Levi

Winklebleck, has closed. Eleven precious souls

made the good choice. Our brother labored ear-

itly for the good of Zion, and we believe many are

counting the cost.

—

Rosella Holcroft, March 7.

Clarion Congregation, Pa.—Bro. J. H. Beer be-

gan a series of meetings Feb. 14, continuing until

Feb. 28. He preached some very impressive ser-

mons. Although there were no immediate acces-

sions, we feel confident that the good seed sown

has found place in the hearts of at least some.—C.

A. Wood, March 8.

Lexington, Pa. — Through the kindness of the

heirs of the late G. Dawson Coleman, the brethren

were permitted to have the use of their church-

house on the old Elizabeth Furnace property,

where Bro. John M, Mohler commenced a series of

meetings March 1. While this is an entirely new
field for our doctrine, the house is well filled each

evening, with eager listeners to the Truth pro-

claimed. We hope that at least some of the seed

sown may grow. The meetings will continue for

some time,

—

E. B. Brubaker, March 8.

Indian Creek Church, Iowa.—This church met
in quarterly council March 6. Our elder being ab-

sent Bro. S. C. Miller presided. Our Sunday school

was reorganized for the coming year with Bro. G.

E. Goughenour, Superintendent. We also decided

to organize two schools at the regular preaching

points in this church,—one fifteen and the other

seven miles from the churchhouse. Our love feast

will occur June 11 and 12, commencing at ten A.

M. The writer was chosen as correspondent from

this place.

—

A. W. Flora, Maxwell, Iowa, March 8.

Yellow Creek Church, 111.—Our quarterly coun-

cil was held March 6 Preparatory steps were tak-

en to accommodate those wishing to attend Dis-

trict Meeting this spring, to be held in this church

May 12. Bro. L. E. Keltner was selected to repre-

sent this church at Annual Meeting, and brethren

D. J. Blocher and H. H. Keltner at District Meet-

ing. The church decided to hold a feast June 15

and 16. We have just begun a series of meetings

at the Central meetinghouse, to continue for an

indefinite time. — L. E. Keltner, Pearl City, III.,

March 8.

Butler, Ind.—Bro. John Killian came to the Ce-

dar Lake church Feb. 20, and commenced meet-

ings in schoolhouse No. 4, four miles west of

Butler. He continued until March 7. The mem-
bers were much built up. This is an isolated place.

On account of unfavorable weather the congrega-

tions were small at first. At the close the house

was well filled, One applied for membership and

will be bapti/ed in the future. Others are almost

persuaded, Several " Church of God " people

said that they were almost persuaded —John H.

Topper, March 8.

Bremen Church, Ind.—We met in regular quar-

terly council March 6. Considerable business came
before the church, but all was disposed of in a

Christian spirit. We received two by fetter and

granted one letter, We elected Sister Elzina

Laudeman to superintend our Sunday school. Eld.

John S. Kauffman will represent us at Annual

Meeting. Bro. Alexander Miller conducted one se-

ries of meetings this winter, at the Hepton house.

One young man came out on the Lord's side and

was received into the fold by baptism —//7£<?£ B.

Parker, March 8.

Kansas Center Church, Kans.—Our series of

meetings, which commenced Feb. 14, in the east

end of our congregation, closed March 7. The
meetings were conducted by the home brethren,

with the exception of one week, when Bro. Jacob

Witmore preached eleven doctrinal sermons. His

visit was very much appreciated. We had twenty-

five sermons in all and a good interest was shown

throughout our meetings. Three were received by

baptism. Our Sunday school will open April 4-

with Bro. Jackson Minnick as Superintendent.

—

Sa-

die Drfsher, March 8.
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Black Rock, Pa.—The District Meeting of South-
ern Pennsylvania will be held in the Upper Codorus
church at the Black Rock meetinghouse, May 5.

Delegates should come May 4. The train arrives

at Summit on the B. & H. Div., W. M. R. R , at 5 P.

M., where all will be met with conveyances.

—

E.
S. Miller, March 8.

Eagle Creek Church, Ohio. — Bro. J. V. Felt-

house, of Elkhart, Ind., came to the Pleasant
Ridge house Jan. 19, and held a series of meetings,
preaching each evening until Feb. 3. We also had
five day meetings. He preached twenty-one ser-

mons. We cannot report any accessions, but know
that some are thinking of their ways.

—

E. Bosser-

man, March 8.

Colfax, W. Va.— Feb. 13 Bro. W. T. Sines began a

series of meetings at the Brethren church, known as

Ross Chapel. He labored two weeks and preached
eighteen discourses. The people were much aroused
to a sense of duty. Ten dear souls were made to

come out on the Lord's side, to be buried with
Christ in baptism. One was reclaimed and others

are almost persuaded.

—

D. W. Kirk, March 5.

Swan Creek Church, Ohio.—Our home minis-

ters commenced a series of meetings Feb. 6. Feb.

12 Bro. Daniel Wysong gave us the first of a series

of twenty sermons. Seven were received into fel-

lowship and we have two more applicants. Others
feel their need of a Savior. At our council, to-day,

all business passed off pleasantly. We decided to

send a delegate to District Meeting, also chose a

Superintendent and Assistant for the Sunday
school, which commences April 4. We deeded to

hold our Communion June 19.—Stephen Betkeybile,

Delta, Ohio, March 6.

Hoyle Church, Okla. T.—Feb. 20 the Brethren

met in quarterly council. We are still at work in

the vineyard of the Master. Our Sunday school is

evergreen. We also have preaching two and
three times each Sunday. Bro. Jos. Glick has just

made us a very short call and gave us a few meet-
ings, which were refreshing and appreciated. Four
were received by confession and baptism. Others,

we have reason to believe, are deeply concerned.
Bro..N. F. Brubaker will be with us quite soon,

when we hope to have more good news to report,

—

Emanuel J, Smith, March

Oakland, Md.— I commenced meetings in Mari-
on Co., W. Va., Feb. 3. A goodly number were
present. The meetings grew to quite an interest.

People came for eight miles to the meetings. Ten
were buried with Christ in baptism. One was re-

stored. The meetings closed March 31, and while

there was gladness in the hearts of God's children,

yet we parted with sorrow, not knowing whether
we would ever see each other's faces again this

side of the judgment. Bro. Z. Annon has the over-

sight of this congregation. I was glad to see it in

such good order.— IV. T. Sines, March J.

White Church, Ind.—March 3 was our regular

council. Our delegates to District Meeting are

brethren A. J. Bowers and L. M. Dunbar; delegates

to Annual Meeting, brethren D. C. Campbell and
A. J. Bowers, Our spring Communion will be May
26. A sister was reinstated, and that night a man
came to Bro. D. C. Campbell, and said he wanted
to be baptized, which was attended to March 4,

Feb. 22 Bro. Thos. Harmeson got. his right limb
broken just below the knee. He is getting along

as well as could be expected for a man of his age —
Mary E. Harmeson, Kirkpatrick, Ind., March 4.

Johnsville, Md.—The Beaver Dam, Md., church
held its regular spring council March 6. There was
a large attendance, and considerable business pleas-

antly disposed of. Elders David Stoner and John
H. Utz were elected delegates to District Meeting.

Our Sunday school was re-organized by electing

Bro. D. O. Metz, Superintendent. We appointed
our love feast for Oct. 2, at 10 A. M. Love and
Christian fellowship abound in the work of the

church. The great amount of sickness during the

past few months seems to have united the members
in greater love for one another,

—

Geo. K.
March 8,

1S9

PiCkrell, Nebr.—Bro. J. E. Young closed a very
interesting series of meetings last night at Pickrell.

He preached five weeks, and. in connection, gave a
Bible Normal which is a great help to get people to
see true Bible doctrine. There have been several
accessions, and others are seriously considering.

—

A. M. T. Miller, March 8.

Eglon, W. Va.—March 6 we held our council.
Not much business came before the meeting, but
all was disposed of in a Christian spirit. The fol-

lowing morning Bro. Tobias Fike preached for us.

He gave us a good lesson. At night we had sing-

ing. A number of members could not attend the
services on account of sickness. We have social

meetings every Thursday evening.—Rachel Warner,
March 7.

Salem Church, Ohio.—Notwithstanding the in-

clemency of the weather, our series of meetings at

Georgetown, conducted by Bro. Isaiah Rairigh, of

Michigan, was well attended, and good attention

was given to the Word preached. While there was
but one accession during these meetings, we feet that

good impressions were made. The meetings closed
last night with a crowded house. Our brother was
called home by the illness of his son. Several of

our dear sisters have recently been taken from our
midst by death. Our Sunday school will be reor-

ganized next Sunday.—/i\rtt K. Brumbaugh, Vnion,

Ohio, March 8.

Kansas City, Mo.— I met with the members here

in their Sunday school, in the afternoon, and we
had preaching in the evening at 7:30. Arrange-
ments were made to have regular preaching ser-

vices each Sunday evening at 7:30; in a hall on
Thirteenth Street, near the Crossing of Thirteenth

Street and the Chelsea Park Street Car line Breth-

ren and sisters, visiting or passing through Kansas
City, are cordially invited to meet with us, and
especially ministers. My home is near the corner

of Holmes and Walnut Streets, Rosedale, Kans.,

and I am always glad to meet the brethren at my
home.— Wm. Hols'nger, March 8,

Cando, N. Dak.—The brethren of the Cando
church met at the Enterprise church house in spe-

cial council March 2, to organize a Sunday school.

Bro. Wm. Leavell was elected Superintendent.

Since the completion of our new house, the church
has progressed nicely. We have had services every

two weeks except one Sunday, when it stormed. We
are looking for a large colony of brethren this

spring. We are glad to see many good, responsi-

ble brethren come to North Dakota. The Cando
church numbers, at present, about 175 members.
We are contemplating having a short series of

meetings soon, to be conducted by the home minis-

try.

—

Ida Kesler, March J.

Chicago, 111.—This church met in quarterly coun-

cil March 6, Eld. S. E. Yundt, presiding. The
business was transacted very acceptably to all.

New officers were chosen for both Sunday school

and church. Sister Forney was elected Super-

intendent of Sunday school, and Bro. W. R. Miller

was chosen to represent us at District Meeting.

We decided to have our love feast April 4, at 6 P.

M. All who are passing through the city are invited

to attend our services. Our regular Sunday ser-

vices are: Sunday school, 9:45 A. M., preaching,

11 A. M., song service, 7 P, M., preaching, 7:30 P.

M. Prayer meeting, Wednesday, 7: 30 P. M.—5. L.

Stover, 158S Castello Ave., Chicago, 111., March 8.

Laplace, 111.—The members of the Okaw church

met in quarterly council March 4. Four letters

were granted. Eld. Jacob Ulery requested to be re-

lieved from the oversight of this church. As he is

seventy-two years old he feels that the cares of the

church should rest on another. Accordingly, Eld.

John Arnold was chosen to preside over this

church. Bro. W. Buckingham and S. Nickey were

elected Sunday school Superintendents. A love

feast was appointed for June 3, at 4 P. M. A series

of meetings will commence Sept. 18, to be conduct-

ed by the home ministers. All business was dis-

posed of in love. Bro. D. B. Gibson's labors at this

meeting were appreciated,

—

E. F. Wolfe, March 5. j

Bear Creek Church, Ind.—We met in regular
quarterly council March 6. Owing to ill health
lid. W. K. Simmons could not be with us. Bro.
H. P. Garber, therefore, presided at the meeting.
Arrangements were made for our District Meeting,
which will be held at this place, in the near future.
All business before the meeting, was adjusted with
the very best feeling.— W. H. Andrews, March S.

Berrien Ohurch, Mich—We met in regular coun-
cil Feb. 27. All business was disposed of pleas-
antly. We appointed our Communion for June 19,
commencing at 5 P. M. Bro. J. J. Cross, a mute,
from Goshen, Ind., preached in the evening, and
Sunday morning and evening, in the sign language,
interpreted by his thirteen year-old daughter, Ora.
At the close of the forenoon meeting the people
met at the water's edge, and a mute sister was bap-
tized by Kro. Eli Roose —Mary Beckwith, Buchanan,
Mich.

Appanoose, Kans—The members of the Appa-
noose church, Franklin Co., Kans , convened in

quarterly council March (1 Considerable business
came before the meeting. Our elder, D. B. Barn-
hart was chosen to represent us at District Meeting,
Bro. I. B. Garst, alternate. We send no queries to
District Meeting. We have an evergreen Sunday
school this winter, for the first time, and it is giv-
ing good satisfaction. Bro. Hiram Garst is our Su-
perintendent.—James T. Kinsie, Centropolis, Kans.,
March 8.

Fort Wayne, Ind.—We are pleased to say that the
good work of the Lord is moving along nicely here.

Bro. Daniel Snell was appointed by the Mission
Boards as evangelist, to preach the first and third

Sundays of each month, for six months, and Bro.

Jacob Ahner is to fill the appointments the remain-
der of the time. Yesterday Bro. George Mishler,

of Kinzie, Ind., filled Bro. Snell's appointment.
He preached three sermons and devoted a half hour
in the evening to a children's meeting, which was
full of interest and pleasing to the little folks. In

my last letter to the Messenger I meant to say that

Bro. W. M. Finney, a resident minister, with Bro.

Jacob Ahner, were the first to move out in this mis-

sion. Two were baptized, not mentioned in my
last report.—A. M. Ely, March 8.

Wetzel Co., W. Va.— I left home Feb. 8, to hold
some meetings in the Ryerson Station church.

The first meeting was held at the Hickory Knob
schoolhouse, commencing Feb. 10, and closing on
the evening of the 18th. We had fair audiences.

The interest seemed good, but there were no acces-

sions. Feb. 19, in company with Bro. James and
Wenman Wade, we rode eighteen miles on horse-

back to the Beaver Dam schoolhouse. We com-
menced meetings the same evening and continued

until the evening of the 23rd. Eight made the

good confession, three being reclaimed and five

added by baptism. One of those baptised had
been a secret order man, but he was willing to " for-

sake all " and follow Christ. At this last named
place there have been but few meetings held by the

Brethren of late years.

—

Andrew Chambers, Midland,

Va., March 5.

Fruitdale, Ala.—The Lord's work here is still

being blessed. Attendance of natives and northern

people, not members, as well as brethren and sis-

ters, at our services, is encouraging. Bro. H. M.

Crouse, from Nevada, Missouri, and Eld. M. M.

Ennis, from Oklahoma, have recently located with

us. Bro. Levi Stump, from Ligonier, Ind., with

his family, and others, is expected soon. Several

ttlers from Illinois have recently swelled the

imber of members at Citronelle, twenty-two miles

mth of Fruitdale. Several natives near there have

applied for baptism, as a result of the Spirit's work,

n connection with the preaching of Bro. N. R. Bak-

;r. The members at Citronelle will probably ask to

be organized into a separate body in the near fu-

ture. When this is effected we will have two

churches of the Brethren in Southern Alabama.

We are very anxious for the success of Bro. E. J.

Neher's work in Northern Alabama, and pray that

the divine blessing may be upon us all.—Jas. M.

Neff, March 6.
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BriPleasant Hill Church, Ind. -

George Sellers, of Bryan, Ohio, came

here Feb. 6, to hold a series of meet-

ings. After being with us one week,

he was called home to the funeral of

his brother-in-law. The meetings were

then continued till I''eb. 28, by our eld-

er, Bro. Jeremiah Gump. Three

ed with the church by bapti

Gump, March 5.

Oak Hill, 111. -Brethren Hucklcw and

Baker, of Fulton County, III., began

meetings Jan. 30, at

the Stone !

-Choi

< h , , , . 1 1
,

,
j

all,

They gave

Both are a

The
built up spiritually, and sinners warned

to flee the wrath to come. There were

no accessions, but, we believe, some

were almost persuaded,— Clara Skid-

more, March /.

Portis, Kans.—Wc just closed a very

interesting scries of meefings in the

l'leasant View church, Phillips Co ,
this

State, with one accession by baptism,

and others counting the cost. We met

brethren Wm. Jarboe and Sharp (the

latter a blind brother). Thirteen ser-

mons, in all, were delivered. We met

in daytime with the members in prayer

and exhortations. On Saturday, Feb.

net 1

pie ling.

Kid had a very

e little hand is

present.

—

Lewis

,
March 1.

Grayson, La. —Bro S. Honberger, of

Roanoke. La., came to us Feb. 13, and

commenced meetings at the Oak Grove

sclioolhouse. He preached ten ser-

mons, then went to friend Winter's and

preached one sermon. One came out

on the Lord's side and was baptized,—

the first ever baptized by the Brethren

in this part of the State. This brother

Mir

vhich

cm Bo;

Others are taking the pape

terested in it. 1 think there is a good

opening here.— / r 7t'7i Msllir, Mar<h ,

Independence Church, Kans.—

B

J. H. Ncher, of McCune, Kans., car

to us Feb. 20, and began a series

meetings the same evening at c

schoolhouse, four and one half mii

southeast of the cily. The meeti

continued until the following Thurs-

day evening, when we decided to close

on account of scarlet fever having brco

ken out. We then decided to continue

the meetings at the church in town.

The meetings closed March 2. Bro

Neher preached, in all, eleven Sermons

ngs

Three dear ones

of the Lord. T«

-J,icob Bern, March ./.

on the s

een bapti:

-MATRIMONIAL-

. . FALLEN t ASLEEP • • •

HEESTAND.—In the Mohican congrega-

c-n, Wayne Co., '1
, Feb, ii, 1807, alter a

ngcring illness, Bro. Andrew Heestand, aged

60 /ears, a nths and 11 days, lie was bur-

I tile cemetery at the Black River church,

Medina Co., Ohio. Funeral services conduct-

ed by Krn.T. llnovcr. Maiiv Hoover.

RHODES.—In Crooked Creek, Iowa, at the

home of his son-in-law, Hro. John Snell, Feb.

, 1807, of la zrippe, Hro. S. Rhodes, aged 83

ars, 5 months and 14 (lays. He ate his

cakfasl as usual, walked our and came back

d died shortly allcr entering the house. F11-

ral services by Hro. Sanger from Job 14:1.

Sarah A. Burger.

REED.—In the Pleasant Valley congrega-

,11, Floyd Co., Va„ Feb. 14. 1807, of rbcuma-

,ui, Sisicr Margaret E. Reed, aged 22 years,

months and 23 days. She united with the

urchin March, 1880 She leaves father and

other, five brothers and two sisters. She was

firm in the cause of her Master. Funeral serv-

by the writer, assisted by the Brethren.

tbrlHOTTINGF.R.-Al
St of Middletown, Ind., I

mma Hollinger, aged 2g years. 11 mm
id several days She leaves a compai

id six hllle children lone a babe ordy a

mrs old). She was al one time a sister 11,

church. Funeral services by Bro. D. L. Ho<

1 tipper Fall Creek church, [nterme]

the Miller cemetery.
Florida J. E. Grbr

LAl'PER— In the Hopewell church. I

lord Co., Pa., March 3, 1897, Clettrs, in

daughter of Hro. Nathaniel and Ann., Clap

2 months and IS days. Funeral serv

by brethren J. S. Rush and D. A. Stayer.

Katik Stays

1:1 lii'.F.R. - In the : : chu Nov.

,, of c

1 Pet. 124. Sam . P. Rs

I1QGMAN.— In the Jacob's Creek church.;

Carpenter, Westmoreland Co., Pa., Feb. 2

897, of diphtheria, Bessie May Hogman, age

years, 8 months and 23 days. Funeral ser

:es by Ihe writer from John 17: 3.

j. K. K CHER.

BOKDER.-Near Tatesville, Bedford C<

whom she made her home,

ices were improved by Bro.

sisled by Bro. j. C. Garlai

SMITH-GISH.
bride's parents, \Yn

ata, Ncbr., March 4

Mr. Levi S. Smith;
both of Adams Con J.j.KlNO.G.

PAHEL— ROSENSTEEL.— At the res

dence of the undersigned, Feb. 28, 1897, 1\1

Isaac F, Valid and Miss Minnie B. Rosenstei

both of near Scottdale, Westmoreland Co., P
l->. I> HOKNKR.

MOURER-MAUCHLEY -At the home of

the bride's parents, Brother and Sister Mauch-
ley, Feb. 17, 1807, by the undersigned. Mr. W,
A. Mourer and Sister Ella M. Mauchley, both
of Dickinson County, Kans. Geo. Manon,

ounds of the Wood-

cut sister. Funeral services in the Brethren';

churchhouse near Roaring Spring, Pa., by Eld.

John L. Holsinger. J. C. Stayer.

CLARK.—At her home, near Hartmonsville

W. Va,, Feb. 25, 1897, of paralysisof the lungs

Mrs. Manha Clark, aged 69 years, lo months

and 25 days. She was married to Thomas
Clark, Jan. 17, 1844. Twelve children blessed

their union, of whom si\ preceded them to the

spirit world. Eld. Thomas Clark died April

16, iSot. Her body was laid to rest beside that

o( her husband, in Blake Chapel cemetery,

She was an exemplary member ol the Breth-

ren church, and her faith in Christ was strong,

Services were conducted by Mr. W. H. Clary,

of the U. B, church. Mrs. Clark was a sistet

of Eld. Thos. D. Lyon, of Hudson, 111.

Geo. B. Junkins.

BOWSER.-Near Hawthorne, Fla„ Feb, 26,

iSij7, Bennie F. Bowser, aged 13 years, 7
months and 22 days. He was one of our bri

and promising young brethren. He, wit

still younger brother, went to the creek

shoot fish. While standing on a foot-bridge,

the gun was accidentally discharged, the con-

tents passing through his neck, causing instant

death. He fell into the water beneath, which

was of sufficient depth to have drowned him,

if life had not been extinct. His little brother

ran borne, a distance of one-half mile, with the

sad news, to his grandfather, Bro. D. E. Bow-
man, and his poor, widowed, broken-hearted

mother. He was buried next day by the side

of his father, Bro, B. F. Bowser, Sen , who pre-

ceded him about seven years, He had been a

member of thechurch about four years. Fu-
neral services at the church Feb. 28, from 2

Kings 4: 26, by the writer, assisted by Eld. J.

C. Lahman. C. D. Hylton.

BRECHT. — In the bounds o£ the Sugar
Ridge church, Hancock Co., Ohio, Feb. 25,

1897, of lung fever, Harley J., son of Brothi

and Sister Brecbi, aged 17 years, 3 months ar

5 days. Funeral services by the writer in tl

M. E. church in Shawtown, from John 3: 17.

Daniel Smell.

npu. , Bro. Jo, i
Bun

BRI' BAKER.—At San Dimas, in the bounds

of the Lordsburg church. Cal., Feb. 14, 1897. I-

L. Brubaker, aged 46 years. If months and 12

days. Deceased was born in Eastern Tennes-

see, and, with his parents, moved to Iowa in

1853. He finally moved to California from

Wyoming, in 1800, where he had a hard siege

of lagriPPe, from which he nevw fully recov-

ered. He was buried at the Oakdale cemetery.

The funeral was preached at the Glendora

churchhouse Feb. 16, by Bro. J. S. Mohler, as-

sisted by brethren Levi Trostle and I. D. Par-

ker. Subject, "The resurrection from the

dead." H,J. Bruiukrr.

DEW. — Near Morrisonville, 111., Feb. 26,

1897, of consumption, Charles, son of Brother

Peter and Sister Jane Dew, aged 19 years, 11

months and 26 days. Charley was a dutiful

43 years, to months and 15 days. Bro. Jonas

ives a wife, two daughters and four sons.

z made bis living the last six years by teach-

ing singing school. While not able to do any

ual labor for the last ten months, and con-

fined to his home, he was one of the best sing-

in the country. Previous to his death a

nmunion was held at his house. After-

ds the elders anointed him, which gave him

:h encouragement. Funeral services by

. F. B. Weimer, to a very large congrega-

ENROD.— In the same church, Nov. 22,

r

j, John P., son of Bro. Tobias Penrod, aged

rears, 9 months and 17 days. The subject

his notice was digging coal, when a large

:e of rock dropped down on him and caused

ant death. Funeral services by the writer,

NDREWS.—In the same church, Dec. 10,

6, Pearlie, daughter of Daniel and Ellen

drews, aged 5 years, 9 months and 6 days.

Little Pearlie and mother left home to go to

randmother's. When they got near the

, the horse scared and turned back, and

the mother out. The little girl held to

at for over a half mile, when the wheel

c a tree, and the buggy and little Pearlie

: thr« fnl.l 3 the woods.

. |ob 1

iby

, of tbeM. E. chun

leral •

sisted by John Clow

Michael Fi.ory.

MAUST—In the Betbel church, Nebr., Feb

3, 1897, of typhoid pneumonia, Bro. Albin

laust, aged 33 years, 9 months and 3 days

le was born in Summit Mills, Pa. In 1881 ht

emoved with his parents to Waterloo, Iowa

Sisu-r M;i

ry Miller. In 1886 he, with his family,

moved to Carleton, Nebr., where he res

until death. He united with the church early

in life, and proved, by his earnestness an<

cerity, to be a firm and active member. About

five years ago he was called to the office

deacon, faithfully serving the church in t

capacity until death. Two weeks before

death he called for the elders of the chui

and was anointed. He leaves a devoted wife

and five children. Services by the Brethi

Sue B. Flicking

was [licked up for dead. She was taken

: and lived three days. Funeral services

by Mr. Snyder, of the Reformed church, and

the writer.

MILLER.— In the same church, Dec. 23,

J96, Daniel W. Miller, aged 36 years, 8 months

ad 19 days. He leaves a wife and three chil-

ren. Funeral services by the writer and the

Reformed minister.

KUNTZ —In the same church, Dec. 16, 1896,

Abigail Kuntz, aged 74 years, 8 months and 1

day. Mother Kuntz had a loving heart, a

helping hand and a smiling face for all. She

leaves two daughters. Funeral services in the

town of Ragersville, by the writer and Mr.

Snyder, of the Reformed church, to a large as-

OLINGER.— In the same church, Jan. 13,

1897, Sister Sarah Ellen (Domer), daughter of

Michael G. and Nancy Domer, and wife of

Bro. Isaac Olinger, aged 23 years, 1 month and

13 days. Sister Ellen was united in marriage

with her husband, Dec. 1, 1S92. During her

rr Oak church, Je

nd daughter of Eld.

FA1DLEY.—In the B,

ell Co., Kans., Feb. 26, ti

of Bro. Hiram Faidley, ;

Jacob Pnddy, aered 40 years, 4 :

days. Her death was very sudde

a kind husband and five children. Funeral

services at the Brethren's church, conducted

by the home ministers, from the words,

sun is gone down while it was yet day."

Emma J. Modi

idy County church,

ith the Brethren church

ufferi , she

1KJ the

MALLORY.—In Allan ta. Ga., Feb. 27, 18c

ster Anna E. Mallory lee Parker), aged
sars, 4 months and 27 c ays. Burial at We
iew cemetery, Atlanta. Luther Pktry

KILE —Int le Gran

March 2 1807, Bro H
r month and

826. F

leth St in in 8C2.

. He
n 1868, and v as a fa

He 1

dren. Funera servic

son from Rev. 14: 13.

MILLER.—In the same church, Coshocton

Co., Ohio, Feb. 3. 1897, Bro. Robert D. Miller,

aged 85 years, 9 months and 22 days. Bro.

Miller was the first white child born in Keen
Township. He united with the Brethren

church many years ago, and lived a faithful

member and deacon for many years. His de-

had been, long ago, while so helpless, to

depart and be with Christ, which is far better.

ass;ed away in the triumphs of a living

faith. Funeral services by the writer and Mr.

, of the M, E. church.

DOMER. — In the

S97, Sister Mai Do:

5 by Eld. Stephen John-

BEAY'ER.—At Clay Hill, Pa., Feb. 25, 1S97,

ster Susan Beaver, aged 50 years, 2 months

and 4 days. She was a widow and leaves sev-

1 children,—two in the church. The young-

t is thirteen years old. She was anointed

n days before she died. She was a devoted

ster. Funeral services by the writer and

Eld. W. C. Koontz, from Prov. 31:31. Inter-

Robert D. Miller), aged

John Domer,

: church, Feb.

(a Bro.

> Mill. W.

M.tpl,HUGHES. — In the limits of tb.

rove church, Ashland Co., Ohio, at

of Bro. George Snyder, Feb. 28, 1897, of heart

failure, Sister Sarah Ann Hughes, aged 78

years and 4 months. Funeral services by Bro.

Wm. L. Desenberg from Ps. 127: 2, last clause,

David Snyder.

LANTZ. — In the Sugar Creek church,

Holmes Co., Ohio, Dec. S, 1895, Sister Mary
(Domer) LanU, wife of Alex. Lantz, aged 6^

years, 2 months and 19 days. Sister Mary
lived an exemplary Christian life and was a

faithful member of the Brethren church until

death. Funeral services by the writer anc

Bro. S. J. Burger,

1832. There were born to

id five daughters. Her hus-

band, five sons and one daughter preceded her

tbe spirit world. She was a faithful mem-
ber of the Brethren church for many years.

She called for the elders and was anointed,

Lord restored her. Four years after

she look sick with the same disease, but was
inted and revived, and lived three

years longer. She could read her Bible and
Messenger without spectacles. Funeral serv-

by the writer, to a large congregation, in

the old town of Sbanesville. M. H. Shutt.

HELTZLY.—In the bounds of the Wood-
stock congregation, Shenandoah Co., Va., Sept.

1896, Bro. Henry Heltzly, aged 86 years, 3

onths and 1 day. Deceased was born June 8,

U5. He was the father of seventeen chil-

ren, eight of whom are still living. Funeral

rvices by Bro. S. A. Shaver. '

GUESS.—In the same church, Feb. 20, 1897,

ro. Wm. Guess, aged 72 years, 9 months and

9 days. He was married twice. He was the

father of five children by his first wife. He
leaves a second wife, Funeral services by
Bro. S. A. Shaver. M. H, Copp.
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WALTERS.—In the Ridge congregation,

pa., Dec. 24, 1896, Bro. Geo. Walters, aged

about 80 years. Funeral services by D. W.
Allison, assisted by C. F. Hosfeld.

MILLER— In the same church, Jan. 4, 1897,

Sister Barbara A. Miller, aged about 80 years,

Services by brethren C. F. Hosfeld and J. A,

Long. Interment in the Ridge cemetery.

BURKHOLDER.—In the same church, Feb
15, 1897, Sister Mary A. Burkholder, aged
about 57 years. She had been an invalid for

quite a number of years, yet bore her affliction

with patience. Services by C. F. Hosfeld, D.

W.Allison, and others. Interment in the Ridge

CRAMER.— In the same church, in N
burg, Sister Susanna Cramer, aged about 77
years. She had been a member of the church

.ibout fifty-four years. Funeral services in the

Bethel church by C. F. Hosfeld, assisted by
Eld. J. A. Staub (of the Bethel), and the writer,

Interment in Newburg, in the Bethel ceme-
tery. J. R. FOGLHSANGER.

FAUSNIGHT. — In the East Nimishillen

church, Stark Co,, Ohio, of consumption, Sister

Jane S. (nee Gibson), wife of Uriah Fausnight,

aged 42 years, 6 months and 22 days. Sister

Jane was afflicted for seventeen years. Funer-
al services by elders Noah Longanecker, John
Kurtz and C. F. Kinsley, from Matt. 14: 27.

D. F. Ebie.

DUNLAP.—At the home of his sister-in-law,

Mary Dunlap, in Duncannon, Lower Cumber-
land congregation, Pa., Bro. Joseph Dunlap,
aged 85 years and 3 days. Bro. Joseph united

with the church five years ago and lived a con-

sistent life, He was anointed several months
ago. Services at the house from 1 Pet. i: 3-5,

after which the body was taken to the ceme-
tery near Duncannon, and laid to rest. Serv-

ices by the writer, Daniel Landis.

PEEBLER. — In the Libertyville church,
Jefferson Co., Iowa, Feb. 28, 1897, Delilah

Brown Peebler, aged 56 years, 4 months and
13 days. In 1848 she removed, with ber par-

ents, to Iowa. In 1861 she was united in mar-
riage to Elias Peebler. Their union was
blessed with eleven children. Three preceded
her to the spirit world.- In 1866 she, with hus-
band, united with the Brethren church. She
lived a consistent life to the time of her death
Funeral services by the writer.

Abraham Wolf.

WATRING.—In the Fairview church, Len-
awee Co., Mich., Feb. 10, 1897, Sister Cather-
ine Watring, aged 77 years, I month and 10
days. Deceased was born in Preston County,
W. Va.,Jan. 1, 1820. Sister Watring was the
mother of ten children, two of whom preceded
her to the spirit world. She leaves six sons
and two daughters. She was paralyzed May
17. 1870, and lost her speech May 22, 1870,

She was speechless for about twenty-six years.
Funeral services by Eld. D. Berkeybile.

ADVERTISEMENTS <

New Brethren Colony,

MOUNT MORRIS,
Morrison County, Minnesota,

Our Publications.

Children at Work—Weekly; well-illostr

ted; contains ihe Sunday school lesson, wll
explanation, etc., adapted to the nnderstandic
of small children. No better publication ca
be found for the little boys and girls of 01

Sunday schools,

The Gospel Messenger.—A large, r. 1*

weekly,—published in the interest of the Bretb
ren or German Baptist church and tb<* ; - — '•

recognized rnurch orgr
, $i.so p<

The Young Disciple—An illustrated week
ly for the young. This is one of the most in-

teresting Sunday school papers published, and
should be used in all the schools within reach
of our people.

2fo Free Lands but the Best Lands i

Minnesota at Low Frices and
on Easy Terms

!

and give large quantities of I

B°0
O
"/mo",J>

new hotel Mill „nd managed by

ot°™,xr'
li Mowing water, cont ,l»lng no trace.

deniug.
mate and locality una irpassed tor gar-

t ANNOUNCEMENTS * *

DISTRICT HEETINQS.

LOVE FEASTS.

Victor Headache Specific

PI IDCC V"!\"":
u
::

: " " " a°™"»««n remedy
UU litO „°' SlVrtSm", burS iitnbll'.tao

linnlPSfTEN-CENT

iirn
I In-.-,- j..i], [-:,, ,;.- ,,,

i
|,,. \

Baltimore City Church.

WWe call special

passed facilities in procnring for oar readers
any book published, at especially low prices.

In ordering books always give title of book,
anthor and publisher.

Brethren's Family Almanac—Every
ily should have this Almanac; complete i:

ery way. Price, per copy, 10 cents; special

terms to energetic agents,

Brethren's Quarterly—Prepared for all ad-
vanced classes. It contains the lesson text

and a complete explanation of the lesson

throughout. In preparing this quarterly we
keep constantly in view the needs of the
Brotherhood, and aim to fully adapt it to their

copiai 1K<

Juvenile Quarterly.—Prepared especially

for the intermediate classes. This is one of the

neatest, and best illustrated quarterlies pub-
lished, The pictures are selected with great

care, and every lesson is illustrated. The little

folks are delighted with it.

Single ubicriptlon, per year ig centi

Sunday School Supplies.—We keep any
thing that is used in Sunday school work,
Write us for prices on goods not adver
tised here.

Sunday School Reward Cards.—Our stock

of cards is large and presents a variety

in styles and prices so as to please all.

Please send ns a trial order and be

B. L. CARTER, Oirard, 111., «»

Dry Goods, Shoes, Etc.

SAL!

FREE

James T. Quinlan,

Shipping and Commission Merchant
305 S. Charles Si., Haiti

Teeter's Commentary.

You should, by all means, have the

ew Testament Commentary, because,

1. It is non -sectarian.

2. It is brief and to the point.

3. No effort is made to evade the sense of a

igle text, however unpopular.

4. It \s Impartial in its explanation of all

xts, whether doctrinal, pr.iclir.il, or historical.

5. It does not burden the render with lengthy
speculative theories.

6. More actual knowledge may be gained in

given time of its study, than of others, hc-

mse of its close adherence to the text.

7. Its arrangement Is simple, and easily

comprehended, by even the ordinarily educat-

ed.

102
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Other Helps—We are prepared to furnish

ible Dictionaries, Commentaries, Maps, and
Bibles of every description. Always write us

before ordering elsewhere.

When ordering cards be sure to give num-
ber.and price as well as the name, so that there

may be no mistake.

g. Seven helps are usua^y found on each

page to get at the truth, w*„
(i) The Authorized (or common) Version of

ie New Testament.

(2) The Revised Version of the New Testa-

{3) The usual marginal references of the Au-
Ihnvizud Version (nll'uving each verse.

(4.) The best marginal readings of the Au-
thorized Version.

(5) The marginal readings of the Revised

Version.

(6) The explanatory notes on the text.

{7) The references in the noles, (a) to other

notes, directly on the subject or in comparison
with it; (6) to other texts, directly on the sub-

ject or in comparison with it

10. It Is a safe book to have in a family of

children, because (i) it will lead them into the

truth, and (3) keep them out of religious error.

11. The small price asked for it is as nothing

compared with the great good that may be had
from a diligent study of it by all classes of per-

sons, (r) It will impress the unconverted to

heed the bidding of Christ, "Come unto me,"

etc. (?.) It will e'|uifi the Christian to "give a
reason of the hope that is in " him. (3) It will

aid the Sunday school worker in the study of

his New Testament lesson. (4) It will furnish

the minister with many subjects among the

notes, sufficiently expanded for the ground-

work of sermons, directly in line with the sense

of the place and text.

The work is in two large volumes. The
print is excellent and the binding the very

best.

Bound in cloth, per s U <

1 So

On receipt of price the two volumes will be
sent prepaid to any part of the United States,

Good terms to agents desiring to canvass for

the work. Address:

Brethren's Publishing Co.,

Mount Morris, 111,



.
ANNOUNCEMENTS -

DISTRICT MEETINGS.

LOVE FEASTS.

...PO"CJETH...

ANNUAL EXCURSION

Settlements in Nortli Dakota,

along the

Great Northern Railway.

$2.50 $10.50

From St. Paul! From Chicago

Two Excursions in 1897,

starting from Culctigo on tin*

March 30,

April 6,

$8.50 from St. Paul

$10.50 from Chicago

MAX BASS,

3 South Clark St. Chicago, 111.

•J-'-EIE C3GSPBL IMESSZESHSTQ-IEJK,.

FARMING

LMDS

PLAN.-"'

FREE HOMESTEADS

isil the beautiful KENPIARE a.

eur the "Dos

l.tt. mmi.

Bov bolls.

LIGNITE COJL1...1 -J.11._s.ii...;

BRETHREN'':^H3^&n°S'^'n%te

OUR ILLUSTRATED LAND PRIMERS
N-. 21 , 22 144. villi...

1
.

(

.|l ...... ... hi, .

Tor HomnsockfirH nnd SetHALF FARES g£

lr

DETRU?T°ilichisa.

Horns Off!

I keep any length of

ELGIN )~B'B";$^B

SEED .POTATOES j^r.V 7*
',;,';

Poems of a Decade
m ADALINE HOH1- BEERY.

Becai of Love; In

ri.c i'i Appn
Rosary .

flic Rc.l Calendar; On Occasions; and
The Child's Garden. Price of the book, post,

paid, one dollar. All orders should be sent t(

the author, at Huntingdon, Pa., by whom the-

will be promptly filled. Send early, as the edi

tited. 1.113

Excursion to North Dakota

Now is Your Opportunity to Move to

Central North Dakota.

...The Northern Pacific Railway Company,

,

Special Excursion Trains of Free Col-

onist Sleeping Care, which will

leave the Grand Central Depot

Chicago, (Cor. Harrison

St. and Fifth Ave.),

Wednesday, March 31,

Tuesday, April 6,

l the Chicago & Gbeat "Western

and Noethern Pacific Rail-

ways, and go through to

Carrington, - - North Dakota,

Without Change of Cars.

THIS TRAIN WILL LEAVE the Union De-

pot, St. Paul, Minn., on Thursday, April 1,

iind Wednesday, April 7. Chicago to

Carrington, $10.50; St. Paul to Carrington,

$2.50.

FREE COLONIST SLEEPERS will start from

points in Virginia, West Virginia and Penn-

sylvania on Tuesday, March 30, and from

points in Ohio, Indiana and Illinois on

Wednesday, March 31.

BE SURE TO START IN TIME to reach

Chicago on Wednesday evening, March

31, or Tuesday evening, April 6. Ten or

mure persons purchasing tickets at one

time and place in Virginia, West Virginia,

Maryland, Pennsylvania, Ohio.Indiana and

Illinois can secure a party rate of two
cents per mile to Chicago.

FREE COLONIST SLEEPERS will start from

points in Missouri. Kaiis.n, Nebraska, and

Iowa on Wednesday, March 31, so as to

Paul on Thursday, April 1.

TWENTY OR MORE PERSONS purchasing

tickets together in Missouri, Kansas, Ne-

braska and Iowa can secure a party rate of

two cents per mile to St. Paul.

OUR COLONIST SLEEPERS will be left on

the track at Carrington or other points, un-

til those who come up with us can secure

temporary or permanent accommodations

for themselves, as they were last spring and

also at the dedication of the German Bap-

tist church at Carrington last fall.

FOR FULL PARTICULARS, as well as for

application blanks, (or tickets and for space

in colonist sleepers, write to

O. W. MOTT,
General Emigration Agent, N. F. K'y Co.,

ST. PAUL, MINN.
WM. H. PHIPPS.

March 20, 1897.

LANDSEEKERS' EXCURSIONS

New Brethren Colony

MOUNT MORRIS,
(Morrison County)

MINNESOTA,

At Greatly Reduced Rates!

Leaving Chicago on March 31 and April 6,

I will sell Landseekers' Excursion Tickets

at greatly reduced rates, to Rice Station, the

nearest point on the N. P. R. R. to the Mount
Morris Colony in Minnesota.

cago.

From Chicago to Rice, special tickets at

greatly reduced rates.

Two cents per mite for parties of twenty

from points south or southwest of St. Paul ti,

St. Paul.

For further particulars, how to procure the

tickets, and any information regarding the

Mount Morris Colony, etc., write to:

Geo. A. Moomaw, Brethren Agent,

Corn Exchange, Minneapolis, Minn.

Or, Theo. F. Koch, St. Paul, Minn.

Barred P. Rocks and White Wyandottes.
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If you get an Almanac, be sure to get a good
ne. The Brethren's Almanac has all the

5sentials of a first-class Almanac.

"Wa-rLted I

by buying from us. Writ

The EUREKA Fence Posts.

Catarrh Inhaler
FREE!

I will, for a short time, mail any reader

of the Gospel Messenger one of my new

Aerial Catarrh Inhalers and medicine tor

one year. I will allow you three days as a

trial; then, if satisfied, send me $1.00; »

not, return it to me promptly in the original

Catarrh, Asthma, Headache, Bronchitis.

Partial Deafness, Roaring in the Head,

Colds in the Head and Tuberculosis, im-

mediately relieved and speedily cured.

Address Dr. E. J. Worst, Ashland, Ohio.
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One hardly knows what to say concerning the

situation in the East. Last week it was thought
that war might possibly be averted, but just now
matters seem to be assuming a more serious char-

acter, Crete is blockaded by the Powers, and this

is likely to prevent any grave disturbance on the

Island. But Greece positively declines to submit
to what seems to be the inevitable. She goes right

on with her war preparations, and it is with diffi-

culty that her soldiers are restrained from imme-
diately plunging into a conflict with the Turks.

And while there seems to be a general agreement
between the Powers, and they appear to be acting

somewhat in concert, yet it is evident to any close

observer that the relations are greatly strained, and
that both Russia and England are maneuvering for

the best of what may come out of the difficulty.

It looks as though the East is approaching some
great crisis. These occurrences in Bible Lands are

receiving world-wide attention. Every person of

much reading is watching each movement with in-

tense interest.

The Italian military expedition into Abyssinia,
last year, though unsuccessful, may be productive
°f at least one good result. It has made a number
°f ancient Christian manuscripts accessible to Eu-
ropean scholars. These manuscripts have been
hidden for centuries in cloisters and churches of

Ethiopia, and may be the means of bringing to
ught some very valuable information concerning
tl>e Scriptures and the early churches established in

Miopia. In Acts 8 we have an account of the
conversion of a leading Ethiopian. He returned to
*"s own country a Christian, and, doubtless, was in-

strumental
in introducing Christianity into that

Part of Africa. Churches multiplied, not only in

Ethiopia, but in other parts of Africa, and, in the

early centuries of our era, hundreds of congrega-
tions flourished. Among these Christians were
many brilliant scholars, and they not only wrote a

number of books, but took a special interest in pre-

serving the Sacred Scriptures. Valuable manu-
scripts have already been reached, and, in course of

time, others, of great importance, may also be

found.

Our readers need not give any special credit to

the suggestion that the first Brethren church was
probably organized in Germany by a Greek mis-

sionary. The seed that gave rise to the movement
may have been sown by some Waldensian, or, possi-

bly, by some Greek missionary, but neither had any
hand in the organizing of any part of the church.

After carefully studying the Scriptures, our ancient

Brethren came to the conclusion that any band of

people, who will accept the New Testament in full,

as their rule of faith and practice, and will conform
to its teachings, both in the letter and the spirit,

are duly authorized to do business for the kingdom
in the name of the Lord. Had they been able, at

that time, to find a church conforming to the New
Testament teachings, they would, doubtless, have

entered that church; but not being able to find siKh

a body, they, among themselves, complied with the

demands of the Gospel, and soon declared them-

selves properly organized, and ready to work in the

name of the Lord. From that day to this our peo-

ple have been transacting business for the Master,

and always in his name. While they would like to

have found a faithful historical church, having or-

ganic connections with congregations planted by
the personal efforts of the apostles, and associated

with it in their labors, still they did not deem such

a privilege a necessity. Among themselves they

administered the initiatory rite, set apart their first

minister, and ordained him to the eldership by the

laying on of hands, elected and installed their first

deacons, and thus set the work of the Lord on foot

in Germany. All this they did without assistance

from any outside party or parties. Their connec-

tion was not with a historical church, but with the

New Testament direct, a connection that has never

been severed. Their candlestick is still burning,

and Jesus is yet walking in the midst of them.

In Rom. 15: 24, 28 Paul speaks of a contemplated

journey into Spain. It is not known that he was

permitted to carry out this part of his plans, though

a number of ancient Christian writers maintain that

he did, and probably established churches in Spain.

One tradition has it that the apostle visited the

Isle of Great Britain, and there preached the Gos-

pel. Little credit, however, is given to this tradi-

tion. But if he did visit Spain, he doubtless

crossed the snow-covered Alps, and may have trav-

eled the Alpine Path, running near where the St.

Bernard's Convent now stands. This has always

been a dangerous route, and the number who have

perished along the way runs up into the tens of

thousands. About three hundred years ago the

St. Bernard Convent was erected at the expense of

Count Bernard, who devoted forty years of his life

to rescuing perishing travelers on the Alps. The
building is made of stone, and is capable of accom-

modating six hundred persons, who are lodged free,

though they usually leave with the institution dona-

tions equal to the ordinary hotel bills. About forty

monks and a number of trained St. Bernard dogs

are kept here constantly, and these keep a careful

watch over the mountain path, ever ready and will-

ing to assist the weary travelers who may be lost or

disabled. The Convent is kept up by an ample
sum of money left for that purpose. It is locat-

ed near the Alpine Path, at the foot of snow-
covered peaks, and about eight thousand feet above
the sea level. Recently one wing of the building

was demolished by an immense snow avalanche
that came down the mountain side with tremendous
force. Fortunately, no one was seriously injured,

though a number had to shovel their way out
through the snow. It is said that, in the course of

a year, as many as twenty thousand are lodged and
cared for. The Convent is doing a grand work,
and is to be commended for the good it is accom-
plishing.

The era of peace on earth and good will to man
is not likely to be realized very soon. Just now
the savage war on the Island of Cuba is, seemingly,

no nearer a close than a year ago. A rebellion is

in progress in Brazil, with serious outlooks. Bo-
livia and Peru, on the slightest provocation, are

ready to plunge into war with each other. Uruguay
is in, what seems to be, a hopeless struggle with her

enemies. All of these countries, save Cuba, are in

South America. War is still going on in the Phil-

ippine Islands. England is in war with some of

her African possessions. The Island of Crete is

still in trouble, and Greece is, by no means, quiet.

All the leading governments of earth arc increasing

their armies and navies. More money is probably

being spent for military operations than for any
other one thing, unless it be whiskey. The outlook

is, by no means, encouraging, and we are led to

wonder, what will the end be!

The heavy rains of last week in most of the

States east of the Rocky Mountains, and the melt-

ing of vast quantities of snow, have filled the

streams to overflowing in nearly all parts of the

country. The Mississippi River is now higher than

ever before known in the history of floods. From
Cairo south, it seems almost like an inland sea.

The destruction of property is enormous, to say

nothing of the loss of life. Most of the great

levees, or embankments, constructed to keep the

waters from overflowing great areas of the botton

; given away, 1 flooded.

Many boats are kept busy gathering up the people

and carrying them to points of safety, and some
steamboats have been able to go fifteen miles out

in the country. Everything possible is being done

to help the sufferers, but in spite of all efforts, the

destitution will be very great. Hundreds have

lost all they possess, save the land now covered

with water.

Early on Monday morning a destructive cyclone

struck Arlington, in the southwestern part of

Georgia, and the Academy, along with mmy other

buildings, was completely demolished. There were

thirty-two pupils and two teachers in the building

at the time. Twelve of the pupils were killed out-

right, twelve others fatally injured, and the two

teachers very seriously hurt. Nearly every family

in the community is in mourning, on account of the

death of relatives or friends. The same day Kan-

sas was covered with a great body of snow, block-

ading the roads in many places. In parts of Colo-

rado it was fourteen inches deep. The snow is

likely to prove of great value to the farmers.—We
close this item at 4 P. M., Tuesday, at which time

the most severe snow storm of the season is pre-

vailing in Northern Illinois. It has been snowing

all day, and up to this hour about fifteen inches has

fallen.
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SONQ OF THE MORNINQ STARS.

In our blue vastness of sky

Surge upon surge the years sweep by,

Yet still our spheral voices chime.

For wc are over-lords of Time.

We view all secrets (ace to face,—

The deep solemnities of space,

The rayless voids of outer sea,

The couris of God's eternity.

It is our bliss to be above

All passions save eternal love,

And this our choral lips rehearse

Throughout the listening universe.

So shall lha centuries wax and wane

Till Song and Love alone remain,

And all shall join our deathless chime,

Like ns, the over-lords of Time.

CIOD'S CALL.

Evf.r since the fall, man has had

tendency, The ruling appetites and passions have

been earthward rather than heavenward. On ac-

count of this sinful nature, in which men revel and

seek to show themselves to be of their father,—the

devil,—God has called us, through his Son, to come
out of Egypt's sable darkness into the " marvelous

light and liberty of the Gospel " of Jesus, the

Christ, to start on a life which begins here and

finds its consummation in eternity.

Our Maker has placed within us an innate de-

sire to worship something, so that it is perfectly

natural for man to bestow upon an object which he

thinks worthy, his affection, adoration.—in short,

his worship. We are often made to wonder why
men are so slow in finding the Supreme Object —
the One to whom we owe our existence. In the

lower orders it is not so. Looking about us for ex-

amples, we observe on a fine spring morning, rising

from the green sward, with which God has carpeted

this beautiful land, a lark ascending, to hymn a

song of praise to his Maker. We watch him as he
soars on, up, up, higher and higher, until, in the

dazzling brightness of the sun, he is lost to our eyes

in the azure dome. We meditate, Who made it so?

And is man,—the highest type of God's handi-

work,—less thoughtful, less obedient to his call

than his feathered friend? "Judge ye."

The grass, the flowers and trees about us sing

sweet lullabies as the gentle zephyrs play among
their leafy sweets. Let us, then, who hear these

clarion calls, look up:

"Sees

side of

scoursed upon, without

in framing worlds that

ne which he has set

ice their foundation,

nplate this question v

God in everything."

istant call to the betti

can we read it, hear it

ealizing his infinite pow-
'ere flung out into space?

th sweet rythm to the

k of harmony
Why

with his Maker! Like the Ph
praise of

12:43.

etha

it? As we con-

ed with consterna-

out of harmony
ees, we " love the

:he praise of God," John

; God calls us through his Son. Under the
old dispensation God manifested very clearly that
it is not his will that any should perish, but that he
cares for his people and saves from the fell de-
stroyer all who put their trust in him.
When, in all the regions of earth and sky, there

seemed to be no saving arm or pitying eye, the Son
of God was offered as a ransom for the sins of the
world. " For God so loved the world, that he gave
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in

him should not perish, but have everlasting life."

John 3: 16,

All this was done for the good of man; that it

might be possible for us, with fear and trembling,

to " work out our soul's salvation." " For by grace

are ye saved through faith; and that not of your-

selves: it is the gift of God." Eph. 2: 8.

Will men continue in this downward road that

leads to destruction and despair, never heeding the

call of the Master? Will they continue to b»ild

upon the sand, so that, when the storm of eternal

judgment comes upon them, they shall find, alas!

too late, that the sands upon which they built are

washed away, their shelter gone, and not even the

rocks and hills will answer the call to " fall upon us

and hide us from the face of him that sitteth upon

the throne"?

How long, oh Lord, how long shall these things

frombe? Until men set the blessings that ac

a life of loving sen ice to their Master. S

ice makes our liv es more beautiful, be

thoughts are pure. Looking through th

of the soul one obs erves that our hearts e clean

and our lives purified in the blood of Christ. It as-

sociates us with good people here, and brings us in

touch with loved ones who are in the spirit world;

such as John, Paul, Stephen and many worthies of

old, as well as our dear ones who are ministering

spirits to call us to a better, higher and holier life.

It makes us heirs of God, and joint-heirs with

Christ, if so be that we suffer with him, that we
may be also glorified together. Rom. 8: 17.

Is it because men do not love this kind of society

that they refuse to answer these calls of God? See
where they place themselves, In their company
are Cain, Joseph's brethren, Saul, Ananias and Sap-

phira, and all lovers and makers of lies. John 8: 44.

" Choose you this day whom ye will serve," Josh.

24: 15.

In Three Parts.—Part Three.

We now come to the third period,—the kingdom
of heaven, or of God, proper. "Then cometh the

end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom
to God, even the. Father; when he shall have put

down all rule, and all authority and power. For he
must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his

feet. The last enemy that shall be destroyed is

death." 1 Cor. 15: 24-26.

I now introduce some Scriptures, with reference

to the Father's kingdom.

1 Chron. 29: 11, "Thine, O Lord, is the greatness,

and the power, and the glory, and the victory, and
the majesty; for all that is in the heaven and in the

earth is thine; thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and
thou art exalted as head above all."

Ps. 145: ii, "They shall speak of the glory of thy
kingdom, and talk of thy power,"

This is the kingdom, or period, to which Jesus
referred when he said, " But I say unto you, I will

not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until

that day when I drink it new with you in my Fa-
ther's kingdom." Matt. 26: 29..

This is that kingdom, or period, which I have in

mind when I pray, "Our Father which art in heav-

en, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven." I

think I pray intelligently, and I want to work as I

pray, with all the means that the Lord has placed
in the church (kingdom) both in doctrine, char-
acter and principle. I want to work intelligently,

as well as pray intelligently, and, unless we use all

the means that the Lord has placed in the church,
through the Gospel, beginning with the preaching
of John the Baptist, until the last Amen in the
Book of Revelation, I cannot see how we can work
intelligently, or pray consistently.

Sometimes I think, perhaps we had better not
pray, " Thy will be done in earth as it is in heav-
en," unless we are willing to accept all the means
of grace, as provided by our Heavenly Father,

through the entire Gospel of Jesus Christ. Oh,
who, that comprehends God's far-reaching arrange-
ments in the provisions of his Gospel, would not

vhere his will shallpray for that kingdom to comi

be done! Then there shall be

will be destroyed as soon as God's contemplated

purposes, which he purposed from the beginning
f

creation, will be accomplished. I think it is in' ni

keeping for a man to talk about intelligence, who
(so to speak) ties up all of God's great arrange-

ments and purposes in one day's work. " For thine

is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for-

ever. Amen."
Fristoe, Mo.

CHURCHES AND SHOWS.

BY M. M. ESHELMAN,

"A recent dispatch from Oakland announced that a church

in that city had decided to adopt the novel plan of raising

funds without resorting to church fairs or bazaars, and that

the plan was likely to be followed by many other churches,

The pastor of the church referred to is making a crusade

against church entertainments for revenue, and it is said that

the large body of Christian Endeavorers will soon take a posi-

tive stand in the matter.

" It is certainly time that something should be done to put a

stop to the extension of the religious show, if our churches are

to maintain the respect of the people. It is not so many years

ago that the church was regarded as something apart from the

social fabric, acting as a connecting link between the things

of this world and those of the next. Its ministers were looked

up to as leaders among men—men of pure principle, ' without

fear and without reproach.' It is unnecessary to draw atten-

tion to the great change that has taken place in such matters

during the past quarter of a century. It is apparent to the

most superficial observer that the church is no longer respect-

ed as it once was, and the fault lies with the church itself.

Congregations vie with each other in scrambling for the pat-

ronage of the public in the line of bazaars, and fairs, and lec-

tures, and bugging matches; buffoons prance around the pul-

pit, and crimes are committed in the belfry. If the modern
church is ever to regain the position which it once held and
should hold in the community, there must be a thorough
house-cleaning, and it cannot come too soon."

The foregoing, from the Los Angeles Times, of

March 7, is a just reproof to all who endeavor to

apply Prov. 27: 27 in their own interests. There
has been, and still is, a " hungering " for the duCats

and shekels of " the goats," on the part of many
churches, and the methods devised to obtain the

money of sinners have had a tendency to lower

Christianity in the minds of reflecting people. We
are glad that the secular press has the courage to

assume higher ground on securing funds for church

work. The Apostolic way is the best.

TRACKS vs. TRACTS.

-The " Light-House " is a splendid exponent of

faith, and deserves a wide circulation; but the

light-under-a-bushel Christian would make a poor

distributor.

" The House we Live in " is equally good and

is suggestive of the old saying, " Sweep the dirt

from your own door first." An elegantly-furnished

house and a gay turn-out on the road are seen as

well as the clothes we wear. A proud look is the

ndex of a proud heart, and God despises both,

—A half-minute walk down the aisle might de-

stroy all the good done by the minister in .a two-

weeks' meeting at a new point.

—There is just as much smoke from a brother's

ugar-camp on the Lord's Day, when an outsider

uns it, as if he were there himself.

—The objectionable work of an officer of the law

hould be carefully considered before we vote for

him. The election ground is a poor place to dis-

tribute tracts.

—People who have no acquaintance with our

church except what they see in print are not ex-

pected to imagine a half dozen of our wide-

awake (?) preachers at one meeting and a body oi

members in front of them with well-filled purses,

praying, "Thy kingdom come," and singing, "From
Greenland's icy mountains."

—It will do no good to hand a neighbor our

church paper or tracts to read, if our daily walk

and conversation belies their teachings. Our read-

ing matter generally gives color to our faith in sec-

ular matters, Why should it not religiously? TnC
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doctrine of "cheap" should have passed away with

the past century.

—I asked a five-year-old boy, recently, to what
church his parents belonged. "Mamma belongs to

the Methodists," he promptly replied. "And your
papa, too? " "He belongs to the depot, I guess," he
said with a tone of sadness, seldom seen in a child

of his age. The story was complete. Little ones
read faster from lives than from books.

—The Friends have never had many public dis-

cussions with other religious denominations. Is it

because of their peace principles?

—The religion of our Lord Jesus Christ should
lead us into more destitute homes with well-filled

baskets and gracious words than are relieved by
benevolent or oath-bound societies. " Profession

or possession," which?

—Shall we deny ourselves of gold and pearls, and
then defile ourselves with costly array?

—A brother, who takes one drink at the saloon,

damages the church more than seven Irish drunks
do his church. Why?
—"Ye are our epistle written in our hearts,

known and read of all men: forasmuch as ye are

manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ min-
istered by us, written not with ink, but with the
Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, but
in fleshy tables of the heart." 2 Cor. 3: 2, 3.

Gratis, Ohio,

FROM THE PACIFIC COAST.

We remained four days in San Francisco, and the

weather being exceedingly fine, we had a good op-

portunity to visit the places of chief interest. The
Bay is a great inland sea, eighty miles in extent,

from north to south, and connected with the ocean
by the narrow opening in the center, called

I'lH^O O-OS^EIJL. J^LIESSIEnsj-OCHCE&.

No better harbor can be found, and it is large

enough for all the vessels in the world. How the

mariner rejoices when, after weeks of tossing and
battling on the great ocean, he can cast the anch<

in the quiet Bay! Greater still will be the joy of

our souls when the sailing on life's troubled set

over, and we can enter through the golden gate

to the harbor where storms never come! E
reader, is the ship on which you are sailing bound
for the port of heaven, and is your anchor cast

within the veil?

SAN FRANCISCO.

The site of the city is much more elevated and
hilly than I had supposed. The grade of some
streets is so steep that they are traversed only by
footmen and cable cars. Many of the finest homes
are built on the side of these bluffs, and cost vast

sums of money for stone walls around the banks on
which the house is built. One of these walls cost

one hundred thousand dollars, and many more half

as much. We met an aged gentleman on Russian

Heights that was one of the founders of the city.

From the hill, overlooking the city several hundred
feet, he pointed out to us all the principal places.

He also took us into his home, gave us some rare

flowers, and accompanied us to Knob Hill, the
home of the Stanfords, Floods, and Crockers.

These are the great millionaires of the coast, and,

from appearances, we concluded that all the money-
kings did not live in the East.

The city is one of hotels, restaurants, and amuse-
ments of every class and grade. Thousands come
here to spend the winter, and live in luxury and
ease, doing but little more than read novels and at-

tend the great theaters. So many shops and busi-

ness houses are open on Sunday that one, unaccus-
tomed to it, would scarcely know when it came.
The Sunday problem is a great one and the world is

greatly in need of thinkers and workers along that
1'ne. It does seem that the great army of pro-
fessed Christian workers ought to furnish better
laws for the next generation, at least.

The cost of fuel hinders manufacturing, but it is

a great commercial city. Many English vessels
were in

waiting to carry grain to foreign lands. We saw
one just being hauled out to sea by a tug. It car-
ried S6o.ooo worth of wheat to feed the hungry.
These tugboats are very useful. They go out to
help the great sailboats into the harbor and to and
fro on their life's mission. If we can not be a
great steamer to plow the ocean, we might be a tug
to help some poor soul into the harbor of peace,
On a high plateau at the ocean's edge are the

Sutro Heights and Gardens, which have very great
natural advantages, and, with the expenditure of
several millions, they rival in beauty anything of the
kind we have seen. They are owned and kept up
as a free resort for all, by the mayor of the city.

Here are hotels, bath-houses, and houses of amuse-
ments for the visitors. These houses and great pa-
vilions are fuller on Sunday than the churches.

Dec. 7 was training day for the U. S. soldiers at

FORT PRESIDES.

The war-like exhibitions given by the cavalry and
artillery were a little exciting to us, but gave us a
very good idea of military skill, both of man and
horse. Some of the artillery horses would stand
near the guns,—much nearer than we cared to go,

—and scarcely move when the guns were fired.

Others would prance and move about in fear. The
cavalry horses were being trained to lie down, so
that their riders might shield themselves behind
them, from the enemy's fire. Oh cruel war, that

trains man and beast to shed the blood of him
made after the image of God! The encampment
ground contains 26,000 acres, and government mon-
ey has made it beautiful,—if anything connected
with war may be called beautiful. The old guns
have given place to new improved ones that will

cost the government two hundred dollars worth of

powder, every time each one is fired. Did we
spend half as much to promulgate the doctrines of

peace, as to prepare for war, we would have greater

security and the course would be more in keeping
with a Christian nation. No individual or nation
is so secure as the one clothed in the " armor of

righteousness and shod with the preparation of the

Gospel of peace."

Business men of moderate means in San Francis-

co say the few millionaires of the city have all

classes of business by the throat, and they speak of

the city and State government being wonderfully

corrupt.

This may all be true, but it looks bad for any one
to cry down his own home or city. Sometimes this

spirit manifests itself in the church, and is produc-
tive of no little evil. If the breath spent in com-
plaint were used in fanning the sparks of good
movements into a blaze, the evil would die for want
of something on which to feed. Talmage says " he
feels like asking the complainer, ' What mean
thing have you done that you are out of joint with

your surroundings? '
"

We spent from Dec. 10 to 15, eighty miles north

ofSa

" MUCH MORE THAN ENOUOH."

IN THE MOUNTAINS

of Napa County. Several of our cousins live there

and the time passed rapidly and pleasantly. Here
we found fine soda springs, in which we bathed
daily, and here, also, was all the romance of a

mountain home. Sister Anna Priest had not seen a

member of the church for thirteen years, and our

visit seemed greatly appreciated. Napa Valley is

a great wine-producing country. It contains sixty-

five wine cellars of an average capacity of 180,000

gallons each. It nets the producer about twenty-

five cents per gallon Solomon says, " Wine is a

mocker and strong drink is raging, and whosoever
is deceived thereby, is not wise." When we con-

sider the vast amount consumed, we must conclude
that the army of the deceived is very large. Are
we, as Christian people, doing what we can, to ov-

erthrow the liquor traffic? God will hold us ac-

ltable for the use of every power put within our
reach, to advance the cause of temperance. Let us

to it that our account is ready when the day of

reckoning comes,

With reluctance I write this article, but it seems
required to correct misapprehensions among some
of our readers. One of the first and finest traits

of a God-born soul is self-sacrifice to please God
and serve man. A grasping, hoarding Christian is

an eye-sore to God and His angels. We have
members who, it is greatly to be feared, are rich to
their own destruction. The Infinitely Rich impov-
erished himself without parallel, from no other mo-
tive than the expression of His boundless love in

the achievement of our Redemption. 2 Cor. 8: 9,
No soul can claim affinity with Him who is desti-

tute of this Divine impulse. When the tabernacle
was to be constructed in the wilderness the people
were so ready to contribute to the costly symbol of
the Divine Presence, that they exceeded the re-

quirements of their high calling. The architects of
the Holy Tent came to Moses, saying, " The people
bring much more than enough for the service of the

ivork, whichthe Lord commanded to make." Ex. 36: 5.

The same was the case when the temple was
built. There was no lack of any requisite to make
the habitation of God glorious beyond all prece-
dent. 1 Chron, 22: 5.

This Spirit is deepened and intensified by the
Advent of God in the flesh. For the first time we
have a perfect illustration of absolute self-oblation

for the welfare of others. We have plenty of slav-

ing and shinning and skinning for the promotion of
self interest. But to live with the sublime motive
and untarnished glory of Jesus Christ,—this is in-

deed a "little flock" wholly under the illumina-

tion and dominion of the Holy Ghost. Such was
Paul. Acts 20: 24; 2 Cor. 11: 23 to 31, and 12: g,

10, 15. Such were the Macedonians, 2 Cor. 8: 1 to

5. Such were the glorified elect who " loved not
their lives unto the death." Rev. 12; 11; Heb. 11:

33 to 38. Such, in a predominant measure, are

all whose names are inscribed in the Lamb's Book
of Life. Rev. 13: 8 and 21: 27.

But we must be careful not to take selfish advan-
tage of this cardinal element of the Christian life.

" Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how He
said, It is more blessed to give than to receive."

Acts 20: 35. Covetousness has many forms. It

may stimulate the minister in his proclamation of

the Gospel, It is a blessed provision of the Divine

Economy, that "the laborer is worthy of his hire,"

Luke 10: 7. " Even so hath the Lord ordained

that they which preach the Gospel should live of
the Gospel'' I Cor. 9: 14.

But Paul was very careful not to abuse this privil-

ege, 1 Cor. 9: 18 to 23. His motive and meas-
ure in this matter are graphically delineated in 2

Thess. 3: 7, 8,9.

Now to the special purpose of this epistle. In

certain directions the readers of the Messenger
have been very generous to me. But now and then

I perceive intimations as to their motives which I

cannot suffer to let pass without correction. For
my personal sustenance I cannot accept a penny from
any one. There are expenses incidental to the life

of a literary recluse which few people think of. It

is only for my pen ministry that I am at liberty to re-

ceive coniributioTis. How much this means, God
knows, and / fully trust Him as Jehovah-Jireh,

When He was in the flesh He had not where to lay

His head. The Creator and Proprietor of the Uni-

verse, he became the servant of servants, a home-
less wanderer in His own boundless dominion. But -

I am not poor. I have a substantial log cottage, se-

curely boarded, and an annuity sufficient to meet

the absolute necessities of life. My whole annual

income would not make a dinner for a sybarite, but

for me it is the luxury of the cross all the year

round. I have, for many years, subsisted on about

eventy-five cents a week, so that I might have

omething left for the higher purposes of life.

Therefore I repeat and beg, that it may be re-

membered, that no one send me a penny for the alle-

viation of personal want. My necessities all lie in

the direction of my silent ministry, This is the
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Lord's ordination for me, and, so long as He wants

me to occupy in this sphere, He will not fail to

whisper my wants into the hearts of His children.

As the children of Israel brought "much more than

enough," so I will say, as regards tablets, more

have been sent me than I need for this entire year.

As for my other requisites, my familiar bank-note

is as reliable as ever. Philpp. 4: 19.

If we were all in full accord with Eph, 4: >6.

there would be a wonderful reciprocity in the

Body of Christ, but because some are engulfed in

Philpp. 2: 2i, there is of necessity the reproach of

James 2; 1$, 16, and 1 John 3: 17. Perfect identi-

fication with Jesus will put us into perfect sympa-

thy with all the members. A Christ-life is a love-

life, and that means Gal. 6: 14 and 1 John 3: 16.

Union Deposit, Pa.

WHO IS MY BROTHER?

OUIi.M \\V.

1. One who is born of the same father and

mother.

2. One related or closely united to another by

some common tie or interest.

3. One that resembles another in manners or

traits of character.

4. In a more general sense " brother " or " breth-

ren " is used for " fellow man " or " fellow men "

These definitions pertain mainly to material rela-

tionship, but, as pertaining to Christianity, it is

clearly defined by Christ himself. "Whosoever

shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven,

the same is my brother, and sister, and mother."

Matt. 12: 50. " My mother and my brethren are

these, which hear the Word of God and do it."

We conclude, therefore, that these, and none oth-

ers, are the brothers and sisters and mothers of

Christ, and so, in like manner, are they brothers

and sisters of each other,—one and the same, and

of the divine family.

Is it, therefore, expedient,—is it not, indeed, dan-

gerous,—to address or speak of others as dear breth-

ren or sisters, though they may profess to be Chris-

tians, when they will not hear or respect the Word
of God, or do it? May it not mislead and lower

the standard of our blessed Christianity, by de-

creasing our respect for the Word of Gad, and lower

our standard, instead of elevating us to a higher

plane of our religion? May it not encourage oth-

ers, in their indifference to the Word of God, and,

worse still, may there not be danger of being cap-

tured and led into a fearful dilemma, by calling him

"brother," who is our enemy, he taking advantage

of our liberality? To illustrate, I call attention to

1 Kings 20,—the contest between Ben-hadad, King

of Syria, and Ahab, King of Israel,

Ben-hadad, after the most liberal submission of

Ahab, to let him take from him and his people the

precious treasures demanded, peremptorily de-

manded of him everything of any value that they

possessed. To this, by the advice of all the elders

and all the people, he did not consent. He was en-

couraged by the Lord, through the prophets, to pre-

pare for the battle, and the Lord did deliver the Syr-

ian army into his hands. In one day one hundred

and twenty-seven thousand Syrians were slain, the

very large majority on their side notwithstanding.

Ben-hadad fled and came into the city into an in-

ner chamber. His servants having heard that the

kings of Israel were merciful, said to him. " Let us,

I pray thee, clothe ourselves with the signs of

meekness and innocency. Thus covering our hy-

pocrisy we may deceive him, and he will save thy

life."

So they girded themselves with sack-cloth, and
put ropes upon their heads, and came to the King
of Israel, and said, "Thy servant, Ben-hadad saith,

I pray thee, let me live. And Ahab answered and
said, Is he yet alive? He is my brother." What a

delusion! Let us be on our guard, lest similar re-

sults might follow!

The men were watching to see the result of their

plan. Seeing that the king was ensnared by their

trickery, they did not say, as before, " Thy serv-

ant," but said, "Thy brother, Ben-hadad," Then

Ahab said, "Go ye, bring him." Then he took

him up into his chariot, and accepted his deceitful

promise, and made a covenant with him, and sent

him away. Three years afterwards he had to de-

clare war for the possession of Ramoth-gilead,

—

the city embraced in this covenant,—and lost his

life and the honor of his kingdom and his people.

See chapter 22: 34, 37.

It may be true that they were brethren in a gen-

ments, respectively, but mentioning it as he did, and

the servants of Ben hadad noticing it, as coming

from him, they at once caught hold of it as an as-

surance of his love and mercy. They responded

cunningly, as stated above. Being deceived, Ahab
took Ben-hadad into his chariot. At once a hypo-

critical proposal was made by Ben-hadad. The con-

tested affairs of their kingdoms were adjusted, and

Ahab, being deceived by Ben-hadad's pretensions to

a higher plane of brotherhood, sent him away with

this covenant, without any security, except with his

bare word for the performance of the treaty. Ben-

hadad soon violated it, and Ahab only saw his mis-

take when he passed the judgment upon himself,

because he had let go, out of his hand, a man whom
the Lord had appointed to utter destruction (see

verse 42) and Ahab's life was taken as a penalty,

and his people suffered because of it, also.

This was completely fulfilled, three years after-

wards, when Ahab decided to take Ramoth-gilead,

the property of this covenant, by force of arms.

He was then wounded in the field of battle, and

died, and his people were scattered abroad. See

verses 34-37-

In this history we have a very impressive lesson

of the danger of carrying fraternal relations too

far. We do not apply this to social or business re-

lations, but to the question: " Who is my brother in

Christ?" The answer is: "My mother and my
brethren are these which hear the Word of God and

do it." It would appear that to do differently, to

?ay the least of it, would, in some cases, be unrea-

sonable, looking at it from a human standpoint.

Let us look further at I Kings 20: 35, 36, " And a

certain man of the sons of the prophets said unto

his neighbor in the word of the Lord, Smite me, I

pray thee. And the man refused to smite him.

Then said he unto him, Because thou hast not

obeyed the voice of the Lord, behold, as soon as

thou art departed from me, a lion shall slay thee.

And as soon as he was departed from him, a lion

found him, and slew him."

This settles the question, that there can be no

blessing without obedience. " As the Lord liveth,

what the Lord saith unto me that will I speak." I

Kings 22: 14. This was his decision, and thus he

spoke when the two kings, in their royal robes,

were seated upon their thrones before him. He
spoke the Truth even though the four hundred

prophets were against him, and his life endangered.

He would maintain his virtue, and speak the Word
of the Lord,—no matter what the result would be.

This is the only safe thing to do, and the best re-

sults will follow.

There is now, in the closing period of this nine-

teenth century, a new theory originated and pro-

claimed, by those who claim complete sanctification,

and the baptism of the Holy Ghost,—that we may
read the Bible all our lives, and die as ignorant as a

Hottentot, unless we have it nvealed by the Holy
Ghost. It is true that Peter, who was baptized

with the Holy Ghost, together with others, on the

Day of Pentecost, when asked by those, who now
believed that Jesus was the Christ, what they must
do, seeing that their faith was all right, told them
" to repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus

Christ, for the remission of their sins, and they
should receive the gift of the Holy Ghost." " He
whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God,
for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto

him." When the apostles were baptized with the

Holy Ghost they began to speak as the Spirit gave
them utterance. Each one of those " devout men,
from every nation under heaven," heard the apos-

tles speak in his own language. Those who were

1 of the

rush-

they

baptized received the Holy Ghost by

were not baptised with it. If they had been, why
could not they, as well as the apostles, have spoken

the many languages in the same way?
" There came a sound from heaven

ing mighty wind, and filled the housi

were sitting." There is n<

gering," nor were there any vociferous exclama-

tions, as signs of their being filled with wine, but,

because they spake in such a variety of languages,

the power of the Spirit was manifest.

When it is my pleasure to form an association

with any one that can do this, I will believe that he

or she is baptized,—filled,—with the Holy Ghost.

They need not stagger, or speak extremely loud.

The power of the Spirit, manifested by those whom
he fills, comes in range of the intelligent mind and

needs no private interpretation. "Holy men of

God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost."

: 20,

:

2 Pet.

nacular, and ar

the Lord tor it!

I fully agree \

thing of

'

able to understand it. Thank

th an approved author, that this

izing," or, as some call it, " spirit-

laking it distressing to some and

I know it,

ualizing " the Sc

mystical sense, t

disgusting to others. By expe

having passed through the first, and am now in the

second by observation. To-day we have many
churches, all professing the Christian name, claim-

ing to take the Bible as the rule of their faith and
practice, and assuming that the Holy Ghost is in

them and guides them. If this is true, there must

be quite a number of Holy Ghosts, and, applying it

to the question, we ask, Are we all brethren in

Christ, with all this variety?

Coming still a little nearer home in the history of

our own Brotherhood, there has, from time to time,

been a falling away,—some in one way, and some in

another,—forming new organizations and using

their energy and influence in trying to proselyte

others, and leading them away. Before this, they

had united with us, and promised that they would
respect and comply with the rules of the church.

Then we could call them brethren, but afterwards

they went out from us, because they were not 0/us,

for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have

continued with us; but they went out that they

might be made manifest that they were not of us.

1 John 2: 19.

Are they now our brethren in Christ? To call

them "dear brethren," may there not be some dan-

ger, as it was with Ahab, that our life, spiritually,

would be taken for their life, and our people be

taken for their people, and thereby the cause of our

blessed Christianity suffer great loss?

Our lesson teaches the fact that " Narrow is the

way and strait is the gate," that leads to our eter-

nal deliverance, We ought to take a firm stand to

stay the progress of the liberal ideas of modern
Christianity.

SEARCH, STUDY!

"Search the Scriptures," says Jesus to the Jews.

"Study to show thyself approved unto God," says

Paul to Timothy. It is the duty of the shep-

herds of the flock to feed the flock, and to teach

them to feed themselves. With what care the

mother feeds the tender babel But where is the

mother who would wish her babe to remain forev-

er thus helpless? Soon, with its own little plate,

knife, spoon, etc., the growing infant is taught how
to take food for itself,—how to feed itself.

So it is with the little ones in the Heavenly Fa-

ther's family,—the church. Now they are fed, and

now they are taught to feed themselves from the

Father's storehouse of spiritual good things,—the

Bible.

To do this latter part,—the self-feeding,—suc-

cessfully, one must observe the advice of both Je-

sus and Paul, as quoted above. One must search

and study. How much searching have you ever

done? There is a peculiar, penetrating force in

that word, "search," At the Chicago World's



Fair there was a great electric search-light. That

great search-light could have its rays so focused

and centered at one point as to distinguish an ob-

ject forty miles distant at night.

is to focus all the powers of

point undergoing investigation,

reading is not searching.

Paul urges Timothy to study, ;

pose for which he should study,

ed to study to

rch, then,

>ne's mind at the

Hasty, haphazard

ind gives the pur-

If Timothy need-

himself approved unto God,

i not be concerned so much

about the approval of others, but will God approve

us, if we do not get down to a little more real and

faithful study of his Word ?

Let us paraphrase Paul's advice to Timothy as

follows: "Timothy, study to show yourself ap-

proved unto God and that will make of you a work-

man that need not be ashamed, for you will then

be able rightly to divide the words of truth."

How often we are ashamed, or ought to be, be-

cause our ignorance of God's Word is exposed! 1

have asked little boys what sometimes makes them

feel ashamed at school, and they say, " Not know-

ing our lesson." I have asked them how they

could keep from feeling thus ashamed, and they

say, "By studying." Big boys and girls might

take a lesson here.

To be able, rightly to divide the Word of Truth,

is something very desirable. It is even dangerous

to divide it in any other way. However this may

be, many do so with seeming recklessness. Do
you? Or have you some assurance that you get it

divided rightly?

Our creed, our rule of faith and practice, is the

Bible. We have no infallible Pope nor college of

cardinals to save each one the trouble of searching

for himself. There are riches in the Bible which

no man can impart to you. You must study,

search, dig, or go without them.

McPlurson, Kans.

WATCHING TURKEY.

I AM watching the troubles in Turkey with deep

interest, for this year, 1897, marks the 1,260th year

since Jerusalem has been trodden down by them,

and believing that they are the Gentiles of Rev. 11:

2, and the first beast of Rev. 13, I look for some

important change to take place before the expira-

tion of 1897.

It is generally believed that the beast referred to,

is Papal Rome. I do not believe that it applies to

Papal Rome, for the reason that Papal Rome never

had seven heads. She has had but one head,—the

Pope. I believe that this beast is Mohammedan-

ism, and that the wounded head was the Holy

Land.

This deadly wound was inflicted by the Crusad-

ers in A. D. 1099. In A. D. 1 187 the Christians

were expelled by force of arms, and the Holy Land

again came under the sway of Mohammedanism.

This was the healing of the wound. Jerusalem

was taken by the Moslems in A. D. 637, and has

been trodden down by them ever since, with the

exception of the slight interruption already named.

This beast led into captivity, and it must be led

into captivity. It killed with the sword, and it

must be killed with the sword. Rev. 13: 10. The

time is at hand.

Moscow, Idaho.

THE ARMENIANS.

BY 0. H. M. YEREMIAN.

The origin of the Armenian nation, as it is found

in the "Armenian History," was on this wise: The

Armenians are the descendants of Japheth, son of

Noah. One of the sons of Japheth was Gomer,

whose son was Togarmah (Gen. 10: 3), whose son

first king. In his time there lived a strong

n, called Belus, who was king of Assyria. He
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being a tyrant, wanted to have Haig under his au-

thority. Haig desiring to be free, killed Belus in a

battle.

ARAM

was our sixth king. He was strong, and, by his

military skill and conquests, made himself and his

nation known to all the neighboring powers, who
began to call us Aramians and Armenians. The
ancient Armenians were a warring and courageous

people. Xenophon, in his works, often speaks

about the courageous deeds of Dicran (whom he

calls Tigran I, King of Armenia), the strong ally

of Cyrus in his wars against Astyagus, king of the

Medes.

ABGAR,

who died A. D, 34, was one of pur kings. He
reigned at the time of our Lord Jesus Christ. Ab-
gar was sick many years, and hearing about the

miracles which Christ wrought, sent messengers to

him. It is said that the Greeks, spoken of in John

12: 20, were Abgar's messengers. They went to Je-

sus, asking him to come, heal Abgar, and thus pro-

tect himself against the Jews, who sought to kill

him. Jesus did not go, but sent word to Abgar that,

after his ascension, he would send one of his disci-

ples to heal him. And, faithful to his promise, he

sent, after his ascension, one of his disciples, named
Thaddeus, who came to Edessa (capital of Arme-
nia at that time), healed Abgar, and baptized him

with all his family and all the city. Thaddeus con-

verted many Armenians, erected churches, and or-

dained ministers. After the death of Abgar, the

Armenians fell back again into idolatry, until final-

ly

GREGORY LOUSAVORITCH,

called also "illuminator" (318 A. D.). was of royal

blood, and converted to Christianity in Ceasaria,

where he was ordained by the Bishop of that city.

Then Gregory came to Armenia, baptized the king

and nobles, and became the "illuminator" of the

Armenian nation.

In the year 406 A. D., tradition says, the Arme-

nian alphabet was given to Mesrob, a Bishop, in a

vision. Mesrob opened schools all over Armenia,

and having received his education in Europe, trans-

lated the Bible into the Armenian language.

Smyrna, Asia Minor.

Among the early Jews the Bible was divided into

lessons from the law and from the prophets.

Among Christians, Ammonius, of Alexandria, di-

vided the Gospels into short chapters. In the fifth

century other divisions were made—the chapters in

the Book of Acts and the catholic Epistles, by Eu-

thalius of Alexandria. The present chapters were

arranged by Cardinal Hugo, of St, Carus, of the

thitteenth century. The present arrangement of

verses was made by Robert Stephens, in an edition

issued in 1551. The Hebrew letters were written

with iron pens, with ink made of lampblack dis-

solved in gall-juice, and on skins from animals.

The skins were cut in strips, which were joined end

to end and rolled from opposite extremities on

two sticks, making a scroll. Scrolls from the an-

cient pattern may be seen in modern Jewish syna-

gogues. The skins, of course, were highly durable,

but in the lapse of centuries the original manu-

scripts of all the Scripture books have disappeared.

—Christian Leader.
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Peter Working Miracles—Acts 9: 32-43-

Lesson for April ,/,

The working of miracles is something of old.

In the Bible we have many of them, and they have

always been looked upon as events of more than

ordinary interest. This is because it is natural for

us to view with reverence the things which we do

not understand. It shows how much deference we

are ever ready to show to a power which is greater

107

than our own. Power is the thing we fear, we rev-

erence, and are inclined to worship. It is because

of this tendency of the human mind that the Lord
has so frequently manifested his power to the chil-

dren of men. We reverence God because of his

power. We love him because he exercises this

power for our good.

The working of miracles is a portion of this pow-
er entrusted to men to show forth his glory. Some
of the old Bible prophets were, at times, given this

power, but, in a very special manner, was this pow-
er given to Christ and his disciples, and, as we study

the character of these miracles, the time and the

circumstances that called them forth, we see, in

them all, the manifesting of God's power, that the

people might believe in him, and, through this be-

lief, worship, love and serve him.

According to the ordinary or common interpreta-

tion of miracles, we have the expression of super-

natural power exceeding or going beyond the laws

of nature. Perhaps a better definition is, a devia-

tion from the known laws of nature, as our opinion

is that God, in no case, has ever broken any of his

own laws. Things are miraculous to us because we
do not understand the laws by which they are

done. It goes to show that our power is limited

because of our knowledge. As God is the source

of all knowledge, the closer we get to him the more

knowledge and power we can have.

So it was with all our Bible characters. The
miracle workers were men who walked with God.

Next to the Master were the disciples, and to them

was given the power to work miracles, not so much
for the sake of the physical good that came out of

these miracles, as to witness for the Power who sent

them. The great mission of these men was to save

souls, and this power was given to 'them to help

them fill their mission. This fact is made very evi-

dent from today's lesson, as we have it in the thir-

ty-fifth verse, and also the forty-second verse. In

both of these miracles the people were confirmed in

the mission of these men, and, as a result, " many
'

believed in the Lord."

It is often asked why it is that the disciples of

Christ of to-day can not perform miracles. Our an-

swer is, because of the changed conditions. The

great work of the immediate disciples of Christ was

to get the people to believe that Jesus was the Son

of God. To believe this was to accept him. But it

is not so with us. We believe that he is the Son of

God, and yet we do not accept his salvation. If

there are any who do not believe, it is not because

of a lack of evidence, as of .this the world has a

sufficiency. And yet, in a sense, is it not true that

all devoted Christians are performing miracles ev-

ery day? We, ourselves, are miracles of grace, and

the influence that goes out from the devoted Chris-

tian acts as a miracle on the lives that it touches,

and it manifests a power that is as little understood

as the healing of /Eneas or the bringing to life of

Tabitha.

How many are there who have believed because

of the power of a good life? Souls sick, because of

their sins, have been healed, and those dead in

worldliness have been raised to a newness of life.

Every day these miracles are being performed in

the lives of sinners, and just as we make ourselves

acquainted with the laws of God, to do them, we re-

ceive this power, which enables us to do miracles

in the eyes of the world. Could we have more

faith, still greater works could we do. But it is not

so much miracles we should desire to do, as to save

souls for Christ. This power is given to us, and to

save a soul from ruin by bringing it into the fold of

Christ, is a greater work, in the eyes of the Lord,

than to heal scores of their physical maladies, or to

bring the dead to physical life. Our mission is not

to do these things. The Lord gives every man and

every woman enough life to accept salvation and

be saved. Our work is to persuade men aod wom-

en to accept Christ in the allotted time given.

This is our time and our work, and to do this we

'isdom, or may have it for the ask-

that which is next to us,—that

which we have in our hands,—and the power will

be there. H
-
B

'
B "
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Course of Reading.

NOT BY ACCIDENT.

And shollldsl thou Ihcrc small scope for action s

Do not [or this give room to discontent;

Nor let tbc time thou owest to God be spent
In idly dreaming how thou mightest be,

In what concern thy spiritual life, more free

From outward hindrance or impediment;
For presently this hindrance thou shalt find,

That without which all goodness were a task
So slight, that virtue never could grow strong.

—Archbishop Trena

NOTES FROM THE CHICAGO MISSION,

—We had the pleasure of having brother and sis-

ter McNelly, of Brookville, Ohio, and their two
children, call to see us last week. They were on
their way to Mt. Morris, where they will spend
some time in Bible work.

—A young brother, recently out sight-seeing with
others, invested some money in photographs of their

own persons. Reflecting over this, he concluded
it would have been better if he had given that mon-
ey to the spread of the Gospel, and to redeem (?)
himself, he concluded to give the same amount to
the Lord's work here. He, probably, failed to go
to the Lord for advice at the 6rst. If all Gods
children would first ask counsel of him, doubtless
hundreds and even thousands of dollars, now spent
for photographs and portraits, would be used in
building churches and carrying the Gospel to per-
ishing ones.

—A little girl of Kansas sends one dollar for the
Lord's cause. It was given her by her mother, for
quitting the use of coffee. That little girl is twice
blessed. She has helped on the Lord's work, and
besides put away a stimulant that is harmful.
From a physiological standpoint, there is no good
reason for the habitual use of either tea or coffee.
They are frequent causes of indigestion and, finally]
dyspepsia. In classing these favorite beverages
among such causes, we call forth a loud protest
from numerous devotees of the " fragrant cup,"
and among those, who argue for their use, we find
numerous learned (?) professors, as well as wives
and maidens, mothers and grandmothers, along
with a good proportion of the husbands, fathers,
brothers and grandfathers, Even physicians in-
dulge in the use of them and yet advise against
them. This proves how hard it is to control the
appetite and to break a habit once formed. Paul
says. " r keep under my body, and bring it into sub-
jection." Would that all the mothers, having chil-
dren addicted to the habit of coffee drinking, would
effect the same reform that this little girl's mother
has; also that those mothers who are now breakfast-

ing thoir little ones on coffee and bread would substi-

tute for them the grains and fruits which God has

made to grow so abundantly. I believe that along

the line of eating and drinking there lies a large

field in the church, yet to be conquered from the

enemy and consecrated to God.
—" A brother " sends his tenth for the Lord, say-

ing, " It isn't much, but it is one hundred per cent

better than I used to do."

—One more soul has decided to enter the Lord's

service, and will be received by baptism in the near

future.

—We do feel grateful to the donors who continue
to send in clothing and provisions. Both have
been in constant demand.
660 S. Ashland Ave.

SCARLET PEVER; QUARANTINED: A MEDLEY
OF MORA I I /IN' iS.
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Accordingly, when one of our family was tak-

with scarlet fever and we were strictly quaran-
led, I tried cheerfully to submit to the inevitable,

to do my duty, and learn what lessons 1 might,

Besides the concomitant lessons in nursing, disin-

fecting, washing, and general housekeeping, there

; others, if not of more immediate value, yet

deeper and more vital interest.
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THE TRUE FRIEND.

And there is a Friend that sticketh cl

brother." " What a friend we have i

e you found him,—found him as friend?
dship or fear that binds you to him? Ar.

friends,—confidants,—lovers? O, th.

of such friendship! This, and only this is worth
living for,—to have Jesus as friend, to love him
thus, to behold his beauty, to live (" abide ") with
him, to be " changed into the same image " day

especially 1
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living truly. Ps. 27, all of it,

DISEASE A

r think of it? Disease i

ar it, then, perhaps, despair

them truly.

r than ;

Je

you

mercy; it is

lot a demon; it is not a curse.it is not a malignant en-

:my; but a blessing,—in disguise, it may be, because
ve are too blind to pierce the mask of pain.

Man violates nature's laws; he eats impure and
mproper food and too much of it; he breathes

vitiated, poisonous air; he is too lazy, or careless,

)r ignorant, to keep his skin and stomach and
bowels and kidneys clean, and thus filth and ob-

struction and poison accumulate in the body, hin-

der its work,—yea would stop it, k ; ll it—poison
the stomach, clog the blood, choke the lungs, in-

flame the brain, stop the heart,—but here Nature
steps in and does some tremendous work, to clean

out the temple thus defiled (i Cor. 3: 17, 16).

The stomach refuses food and vomits out what is

already fermenting there; the fluids of the body
are turned into the bowels to wash away with floods

the poison from them; the lungs puff out the nox-
ious poisons at every breath, the heart redoubles its

energy to be rid of the poisonous blood as soon as

may be; and what cannot be renovated,— if such
gross impurities have been built into the very tis-

sues—all that is left to choose is either to suffer a

total collapse, or to burn out all the tissues in the

furnace-heat of a raging fever.

God is love; he is merciful; and it was love, it was
mercy, and not a curse, not malignity that sent dis-

ease to bless poo ing t

and

THE MISSION OF SUFFERING.

nan has sinned, and is prone to forget God
der away from him, punishment,—which
some kind of suffering,—is a necessary

corrective.

Many a wayward man has been arrested in his

careless, erring career by affliction and disease, and
has had to confess with David, in Ps. 119: 68, 71, 72,
" It is good for me that I have been afflicted; that I

might learn thy statutes."

But when we have /earned affliction's lesson, and
come back to God in unconditional surrender, it is

well for us to believe Matt. 8; 16, 17; and Isa. 53,
and to remember that just as Christ has borne our
sins, "he has carried our griefs "and also "himself
took our infirmities and bare our diseases."

The way into this place of blessing is found in

5: 14, 15; -Mark 6: 13; Mark 11: 22-24;
John 5: 14, 15.

A WITNESS.

When the one referred to in the first of this arti-

cle became ill,—with high fever, swollen body,
strawberry tongue, stiffening joints, and aching
head,—she desired to be anointed. During the
services, the pain in her head ceased, the fever was
broken and decreased rapidly until it left entirely.

On the second day she sat up some, on the fourth,
remained up nearly all day, and within less than a
week was at work again. Ps. ioj,

McPherson, Kans.

al tip-

NO ROOM FOR DRUNKARDS.

These is very little room in the mode
and industrial world for drunkards or habitu
piers. Sober men are wanted, and the
cannot or who does not keep sober finds it difficult

to rise to responsible positions. The Washington
Post very truly says: "It is becoming more and
more difficult for a tippler,—and almost impossi-
ble for a toper,—to get a situation under any cor-
poration, Banks, insurance companies, merchants
and business men generally, demand temperance as
a qualification for their employees. The doctor
or lawyer who drinks to excess finds that his busi-
ness is decaying. The teacher who frequents sa-

loons soon finds -his occupation gone. Not many
years ago there were notorious drunkards in Con-
gress, but this nuisance has been greatly abated.
The legislatures of all the States show a similar
change. Public sentiment is becoming less and
less tolerant of inebriety."
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Upon his return from Nebraska Bro. Hope re-

ports that there are a number of urgent calls for
regular preaching among the Scandinavians in dif-

ferent parts of the State. It is hoped that the Dis-
trict Board will look after this work carefully.

Bro. Hope will soon fill a call for preaching among
the Swedes and Danes in Wisconsin.
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MOTTO FOR THE YEAR. — "Upon the first

day of the week let every one of yon layby him in

store, its God hath j/roapered him,"— 1 Cor, 16: 2.

Bro. B. E, Kesler, of Litchfield, 111., has been
located in the Arkansas mission field, at Dryden,
He writes that there is a large field open there for

work.

Bro. Falkenstein thinks their new meeting-

house will be ready for dedication about the time

of the Annual Meeting. He reports much to do,

and that much sickness has cut down their attend-

ance somewhat.

Through the combined efforts of the church at

La Forge, Mo,, twelve precious souls have come
out on the Lord's side. Eight of these are between
ten and fourteen, and the others under twenty.

This is the report of Bro. Eby, at the close of Feb-

ruary.

From Florida, Bro. C. D. Hylton writes, " I have
now ten appointments per month to fill. While
Bro. J. C. Lahman is here he will help me fill them,

and thus I can get out to new places. Sickness

and inclement weather have interfered somewhat
with our work."

Bro. and Sister Forney, of Palestine, Ark., were
called north into Illinois to the bedside of Sister

Forney's sister, who has been very sick. Bro. For-

ney reports the work in good condition in Arkan-
sas, and is glad for reinforcements, sent in the per-

son of Bro. Kesler.

"This month, despite the disagreeable weather

two Sundays, our attendance both at church and
Sunday school is on the increase. Much sickness

prevails, which keeps many away, but other and

new persons take their places." This speaks well

for the work done at Cedar Rapids, Iowa, as re-

ported by Sister Taylor,

The last report from Hutchinson, Kansas, has

reached us, stating that at the last meeting of the

Committee that point was placed under the super-

vision of the District of Southwestern Kansas.

Brother and Sister Harshberger have done faithful

work in Hutchinson and the Lord has blessed their

labors, and we believe that under the present ar-

rangements there will be still greater growth,

Sister Martha Click, of Staunton, Va„ writes:

"The subject for our last prayer meeting was,
' What our Denomination is Doing? ' We had the

largest number present we have yet had. There
seems to be more interest taken in the Brethren

since Bro. Early gave us three good sermons. We
need regular preaching here. Bro. Fisher, of

Huntingdon, Ind., gave us a few encouraging words
at our Bible class last Sunday."

A certain family, in limited circumstances, liv-

ing in Central Kansas, sent in S675 for World-wide
Missions, a few days ago. How did they do it?

They live on a farm and had a number of hogs.

Some time past they set apart one that should be
sold with the rest, but the proceeds to go to mis-

sions. That is how it was done. This is simply

another illustration of what can be done where
there is a will to do. There are many right ways
by which money can be raised easily for the Lord's
w°rk, and all of them are good if adopted and car-

ried out. The great difficulty is to get people to

*ork on some plan of giving.

The church, the Sunday school, and the Young
People's Meeting, at Huntingdon, Pa., each con-
tributed S30 towards the Orphanage in Smyrna, re-

cently. A brother and sister in Iowa, through an
Aid Society, gave S300 for the same purpose. Bro.
and Sister Isaac Frantz, of Ohio, and Sisters' Aid
Society, of Waynesboro, Pa., each gave $30. Oth-
ers are giving liberally, and thus the good work
moves on.

From Washington, D. C, sister Carrie Wester-
green writes: " We have been very much encour-
aged in our effort to clothe the poor. We received

two boxes, and children have been clothed so that
they could be .with us again in the Sunday school."

Sister Westergreen visited one hundred and forty

families during the month and sold forty cop
the Gospe

"

Occasionally some one sends in a donation

says that it should have been sent in a month s>

er, but he neglected it, and now requests that i

placed forward in its intended place. This we
not do, inasmuch as each day's receipts must tally

with the deposit in the bank for that day. Not ev-

en two successive days' receipts can be put togeth-

er, The Mission office is acting on the basis of

each day completing its own work, and being set

over into the irrecoverable past.

Bro. Chas. Delp writes that he is doing all he

can for the work in his territory, but he thinks the

progress a little slow because his appointments are

so far apart, and he must spend much time going

and coming from the places of meeting. Two of

his appointments are thirty miles from home and

the other twenty miles. His missionary horse, six-

teen years old, makes these trips regularly whenev-

er the roads will permit. This is a glimpse of fron-

tier work. Possibly some one asks, " Why does he

go so far for appointments? Are there not places

to preach nearer? " " At these distant points are a

number of members living who call for preaching,"

is the

THE CRYING NEED.

BRALLIE

/est is great and the laborers few

many avenues open for

For the b;

There are many avenues open for evangelistic

labor. None of these should be despised. It is a

noble work to invite the lost to Christ wherever we
go to seek them. From a moral point of view

there are two classes of sinners,—the respectable

and the degraded. It is not so much a work of sac-

rifice to seek the former class; we often find them

in high social circles and even in the sanctuary.

Therefore Christian endeavors are largely devoted

to their needs and for their benefits, whilst to reach

the latter class we must needs engage in what is

termed "slum work." For this reason, those, who
most need the holy influence of the blessed Gos-

pel, receive it least.

Hence "slum work" is the crying need. I shall

not attempt, nor yet do I desire to say that to en-

ter in these lowly walks will lift us higher in the

estimation of the world. If it did, or could, our re-

ward in heaven would not be so magnificent. Ev-

en the Good Shepherd, who left the pure society of

the ninety and nine, to seek the one poor Iamb

gone far astray, was upbraided for mingling with

publicans and sinners. We are not told just where

he found that wandering sheep,—perhaps nigh un-

to the mouth of hell. But we do know that he

sought it with the determination to rescue it wher-

ever it might be, and that, when he clasped it to

himself, there was great rejoicing.

What are we, as a Brotherhood, doing for this
degraded host? My sister, you who daily pray at
the family altar that your daughters may be saved,
how often have you gone with the message of peace
and pardon to that sinful sister-woman in the slum?
She is some mother's child, and God's only Son has
died that she might live. And you, oh hoary-
headed pilgrim, who have preached Christ's Gos-
pel from the pulpit, lo, these many years, have you
ever preached redemption to your brothers dwell-
ing in iniquity? If we wait for this class to come
to us, verily, few of them will ever learn of the
Love which saves to the uttermost. Let criticism

and reproaches and fault-finding come. They will

only make us stronger in the divine life, if we but
follow after him who was also " a man of sorrows,
tempted in all points as we are tempted."

It is expedient that we should always keep far

from sin, yet we should always draw close unto the
sinner, for this is Christ-like. The Christian need
not fear the slum. Instead of making him weaker
in the cause of holiness, it will make him stronger.

Mere curiosity should, in no wise, prompt us to en-

ter these places of darkness, but if we go there

with our hearts overflowing with love for humanity,
equipped with the spirit of Jesus which will make
us strong enough to meet the sinful, and pure
enough to touch the vile, we will not go in vain.

And when the light of the Gospel once reaches

these benighted hearts, the result is often marvel-

ous. You remember Christ once declared that he
loves most to whom most has been forgiven.

Oh, for a more universal regard for the fallen

host! I am glad our dear mission home at Chicago
turned not away that sinful woman who was hun-

gering after righteousness, and whom the cruel

world had marked "Abandoned." I am glad for

the noble few who are, here and there, sacrificing

their means and lives that the influence of Chris-

tianity may uplift even the vilest of the vile, and I

am glad, most of all, that Christ Jesus, who is our

Pattern and Guide in all things, spake hope to those

of men forsaken! " Go thou and do likewise."

Johnstown, Pa.

TREASURER'S REPORT OP THE BRETHREN'S
MISSION, CHICAGO. ILL.
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The address of Bro. J, L. Thomas is changed

from Prairie City, Iowa, to Cando, N Dak.

Bko. D. H. Weaver, of Longmont, Colo., should

hereafter be addressed at North Liberty, Ind.

Bro. Archy Van Dyke's address is now changed

from Sabetha, Kans., to No. 24 Bell St., Beatrice,

Nebr.

May 12 is the time appointed for the District

Meeting of Western Pennsylvania, to convene at

Meyersdale.

Can any of our readers furnish us with a copy, or

copies, of the Historical Chart of Baptism? If so,

please write us.

Bro. W. S. Greenway writes us that Bro. An-
drew Hutchison is now engaged in a very interest-

ing series of meetings in Cloverdale, Va.

Aiter spending the winter, teaching in the public

school at Troutville, Va., Bro. J. C. Beahm now re-

turns to his former home at Lowry, Bedford Co.,

Bro. Peter Stuckman is engaged in a:

ing series of meetings at New Enterprise,

large house is said to be densely packed t

ing.

Bro. Joseph Barnthousb recently closed a meet
ing in the Sandy Creek church, Pa., at the Salem
house, with seventeen accessions by confession and
baptism.

It is said that the Salvation Army people gathered
into their treasury §350,000 during the " ten days'

self-denial." This shows what may bed one by sys-

tematic efforts.

The District Meeting for Northwestern Kansas
and Northern Colorado will be held at the Dor-
ranee church, Kans., May ;, Ministerial Meeting
the day previous.

Bro. Thomas D. Lyon writes very encouragingly
of the " little sister " church, as he calls it, at Hud-
son, 111. He wonders if a more peaceable little

band of members can be found. Not one attempts
to lord it over another. This must be in harmony
with what Jesus says, in Matt. 18, concerning " these
little ones."

Week after next, on the Young People page,
appear the first of a series of articles concerning
life of Judson and his three wives. While they
are intended mainly for the young people they will

doubtless be read with profit by all the readers of
the Messenger. No one can read them without
being greatly benefited.

Any party, or parties, wishing to send a car-load

of corn to the starving millions in India, will write

R. G. Hobbs, Jacksonville, 111., for the necessary

instructions. Arrangements have been made for

sending the corn free, from where it can be had, in

car-load lots.

Most people, and even many church members,

are not careful enough concerning the use of by-

words. One of our correspondents wishes atten-

tion called to two expressions that are quite unbe-

coming. One is, " I bet " or " you bet." He says

he once heard a minister, in the stand, make use of,

" I bet you" and that it greatly lowered that minis

ter in his estimation. The other is the habit of

calling children "kids." If a hint to the wise is

ufficient, and our readers are as wise as they

hould be, we are not likely to hear them use any

of these terms hereafter. It might be well for each

to prepare a list of all the by-words known to

him, and then resolve to abstain from the use of

any of them.

Our contributors are favoring us with many ex-

llcnt productions just now, and about all of them

ve grace enough to permit us to select and use

what we consider the best. While we always have

on hand a great deal more matter than it is possi-

ble to find room for, still we are at any time

pleased to receive the very finest thoughts that our

writers can put in shape, so that we can have the

very best to select from. This is the secret of

making a good paper. A careful housewife does

not place before her guests a good meal by putting

on the table everything she has in the pantry and

cellar, but by selecting from what she has only the

best. The more she has, in the way of variety, the

better meal she can prepare. Just so with the

ake-up of an interesting paper. The reason the

Messenger is constantly improving in interest is

:cause the matter from which we make our selec-

tions is improving.

about time that the preachers quit this

thing of apologizing, in a smooth way, for the de-

fects and mistakes of church members. The better

way is to preach the straight truth, and denounce

;in of every character and grade. Those who sin,

ind do those things that they know to be unbecom-

ng devout men and women, should be rebuked

iharply, and no one should feel himself under special

obligations to apologize in the least for them. We
know of no instance, in the Sacred Record, where

holy men, moved by the Spirit, smoothed over the

mistakes and sinful conduct of those who willfully

erred from the Truth. No inspired apologies

have ever been offered for the sins of Noah, Saul,

David, Solomon, Peter, Judas, or any other Bible

characters. And the mere fact that some of the

elect made mistakes, in ages gone by, is no excuse

for similar mistakes now. Sin is sin and must be

both rebuked and corrected. Therefore let no min-

ister step aside from his duty, as a preacher, to of-

for the errors of his people.

We are in receipt of a good letter from sister M.
C. Werdebaugh, Waynesboro, Pa., mother of our

India missionary, Bro. W. B. Stover. The com-
munication is full of hopeful expressions. After

thanking the many kind friends who have written

her, she says: " Let us pray for one another, There
is power in prayer. May our lives be so full of pa-

tience and meeknes?, as to throw a shining light

about us, that others may see our good works, and
then glorify our Father in heaven. We should not
feel sad because our children have grown up and
leave us, but we should rather think of the little

children they are now teaching and helping. We
mothers must sometimes keep back the tears when
we think of our loved ones being so far away from
our homes. But when we know that they are near
the Heavenly Father, we can then take courage,

knowing that he careth for all those who ask in

faith believing. The darkest clouds have their sil-

ver linings. It is the sun shining behind the clouds

that hangs God's great pictures on the wall of the
sky. May we always put our trust in God. who is

I
ever ready to answer our prayersl "

Bro. D, L. Forney was with us over last Sun-

day, and preached for us Sunday morning and even-

ing. He was detained here longer than was con-

templated, by the illness of his wife. They go fron,

here to Chicago, then to Macoupin County, this

State, and from there to their home in Arkansas.

Bro. A. J. Ramey, who resides at Lexington

McLean Co., III., seems anxious to have our minis-

ters give more attention to that point. It i

be regretted that our preachers cannot do justic

all these calls, but in far too many instances they

are not financially able. The laity must come to

their aid in every way possible, and help then

reach the people with the Gospel.

We have very little trouble with our essay writ-

ers, but not so with many leading journals. At

times the editors are perplexed to know how to get

rid of an overanxious writer. The Baptist Stand-

ard relates the following:

" It is related that the late J. B. McCullagh was accuse

to use considerable tact in dismissing would-be contributors

to his paper. On one occasion, however, a visitor refusi

be put off, and insisted that it was his duty not only to pub-

lish her article, but to see that it went into a special issue,
I

cause more people read the paper on that day than any olt

' Madame," he blandly replied, 'the reason why so many p
pie read that special paper is that we keep such stuff out

it.' A good newspaper is known as much by what it lea'

out as by what it accepts."

Elder D. B. Sturgis, of Mulberry Grove,

closed his labors on earth May 16, at the age

of eighty-five and past. He was widely know
many parts of the Brotherhood, and in his pi

was considered one of our strongest elders. Twen-

ty years ago his name figured conspicuously in 1

rious lines of church work. As a preacher he wa:

man of fine ability, and possessed a voice that wa:

delight to hear. He came to Illinois in an early
j

day, identified himself with what was known as th

" Far-Western Brethren," and, if we are not mistal

en, he is the last one of their elders to pass ove

the river. In those early days there were som

strong and earnest men in the West, and he soo

reached a place of influence among them. He m
ordained to the eldership by elders Geo. Wolfe an

Isham Gibson, who gave him a certificate of ordinz

tion. This certificate, we understand, is yet kept i

the family, and is likely to be preserved for years t

come. Bro. Sturgis's conversion happened in an in

teresting way. When a young physician, he asked

Eld. Isham Gibson if the Brethren had a printed

Discipline. Eld. Gibson told him they had, and

that he would lend him a copy if he would call at his

house. In due time the young physician called

the elder, and asked for the promised Discipline

The elder handed him a small, black book. Stur-j

gis opened it, and exclaimed: "Elder, this is

New Testament!" '-Well," says Gibson, "That is

|

the only Discipline we have." The doctor became

deeply impressed, and in due time he and his wife

applied for membership. This was a genuine

pel conversion. A more extended account of his

life will appear in our next issue.

ELDERS IN EVERY CHURCH.

During the present season it is altogether pr(

ble that a number of ministers will be ordained to

the eldership in various parts of the Brotherhood

The number to be ordained will be agreed upon

when the elders meet and consult at the District

Meetings. It is a work of no small importance, f°'

to every thinking person it must be evident, that a

loyal, pious, intelligent and active eldership is the

great need of the Brethren church. Therefore the

greatest care should be exercised in selecting n>en

having the necessary qualifications for the duties

devolving upon the elder.

If possible every church should have her residei

elder. Paul was careful to have elders ordained 1

every city in Crete, where there were members, &

it would be well if we would do what we can 1

imitate this part of his example in this CQUOW
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For one elder to have charge of a number
churches is not strictly in keeping with the pract

of the apostles, nor do we believe it to be wise, a

it ought not to be encouraged, excepting in cases

stern necessity. Elders having the oversight of

two or more churches, should do their utmost to

deve'op the resident ministers, so as to qualify

them for the eldership, that they may be ordained

and placed in charge of the congregations where

they reside. Probably earnest and judicious ef-

forts along this line would soon enable us to ordain

" elders in every church," as did Paul and Barna-

bas during their missionary tour in Pisidia, Iconi-

um and adjacent countries. Acts 14: 23. See also

Titus 1: 5, where mention is made of a similar

work done on the Island of Crete.

We also suggest the propriety of ordaining men
before they become too old to be of special value to

the church. We have before stated that all of the

apostles were ordained while in the very prime of

life. Our people need her most active and vigor-

ous men in the eldership. We need men who can

give the duties of the eldership the very best part

of their lives, and where ministers have the proper

qualifications, their ordination should not be de-

layed until they have passed their day of useful-

ness. The Lord wants them ordained when they

are in their best possible condition for efficient work

in the church, We should ever keep in mind, that

men are to be ordained for the work they can do

and not for what little honor there may be in the

office. In not a few congregations the once ef-

ficient elders are becoming too feeble to properly

look after the interest of the flocks. If suitable

men can be found in these congregations their or-

dination should by no means be deferred. It is

dangerous to neglect the flocks of the Lord, and

no State District can afford to permit such a mis-

take. We need not be afraid of getting too many
faithful and efficient elders. Where the right kind

of men can be found, a plurality in each congrega-

tion will be found a decided advantage. And we
farther suggest, that we should not permit age

and inefficiency to stand in the way of ordaining a

younger and a more efficient man. Age is honora-

ble but efficiency is what counts in the eldership.

POVERTY AND RICHES.

Two opposite conditions are very common in

this world. The one is universally dreaded and

regarded as a great evil, the other universally de-

sired and often coveted as the greatest good.

The first is failure that brings poverty and want,

the second success crowned with wealth and plen-

ty. The one, we are taught, is to be assiduously

avoided, the other diligently sought for and at-

tained. It is known that poverty brings want, mis-

ery and unhappiness, and it is the general belief

that riches bring ease, content and happiness.

Experience has shown that the latter conclusion

is far from being correct. The wise man knew

both conditions and the burden of his prayer was:

"Give me neither poverty nor riches; . . , Lest I be

full, and deny thee, and say, Who is the Lord? or

lest I be poor, and steal, and take the name of my
God in vain."*

Poverty, in the sense it is used by Solomon, is a

strong word and means more than being poor. It

implies the inability to provide those, who are de-

pendent upon us, with the common necessities of

life, and to be utterly unable to meet our obliga-

tions and to pay our honest debts. This condi-

tion is always sought to be avoided by those in

whom a sense of right has been normally devel-

oped. The honest man has no higher ambition

than to meet all his obligations. It is a part of his

religion, and a large part at that.

"Prov. 30: 8l9 ,

Poverty brings suffering, both physical and men-
tal, the latter being by far the most severe. One
of the most trying ordeals through which an hon-

est man is called to pass in this life is that of not

being able to provide for those who are depend-

ent upon him, and to meet his obligations. To
see wife and little ones come to want and desti-

tution and be unable to help them, and to know
that some one, with implicit confidence in his in-

tegrity and business ability, having loaned him the

hard earnings of a life-time, upun which depend-

ence was placed for support in old age, must
lose all, brings the keenest sense of suffering.

An honest, sensitive nature can always bear failure

better when it involves only personal loss, but to

be the means of bringing want and poverty to

other homes is the heaviest burden to be borne

when an honest man fails. At this point the men-

tal agony becomes so great that reason is often un-

seated and suicide follows.

Another burden, consequent upon failure, is the

loss of friends and the weight of censure. " Pros-

perity gains friends, adversity tries them." He
who fails learns all too soon that the friends of

prosperity cannot be depended upon. The flatter-

ers of the hour fall away. His motives are im-

pugned, dishonesty is imputed, all manner of evil

is spoken against him and the burden becomes

well nigh unbearable. Help a man when he is

up, push him when he is down,—is too often the

rule of action.

These experiences make the condition of fail-

ure and poverty one to be feared and shunned as

a great evil. They also serve as an incentive to

attain at least a competency in this life. To pro-

vide things honestly for one's own house, and to

meet one's obligations, and thus escape the Scrip-

tural charge of being worse than an infidel, is the

set purpose of every Christian, and is a laudable

ambition.

But whilst poverty has its unbearable ills, the

other condition, riches, has its cares and anxieties.

Money cannot bring true happiness, for happiness

is largely from within, and not from-without. The
successful man, in any line of human endeavor, in-

variably becomes the target for the envy and

spleen of the small souls he has outstripped in the

race. His faults,—and who is without them?—are
magnified, his good is evil spoken of, he is mis-

judged and his motives impugned. Unreasonable

demands are made on him for time and money. A
friend, only moderately well-to-do, had demands

made on him in a single day for nine thousand dol-

lars to help others —more than half of all he had.

If he gives, his motives for giving are often miscon-

strued; if he refuses, as he at times must, or be re-

duced to poverty, an enemy is frequently made and

a bitter tongue is started against him, and it often

happens that some of those who are the most bit-

ter, are among those who have fed from his boun-

ty.

Wealth also brings with it the temptation to

live extravagantly, and to make a show in this

world, " and to fall into many foolish and hurtful

lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdi-

tion." There is also the ever-present danger of fix-

ing the heart on the riches of this world, erring

from the faith, and of being pierced through with

many sorrows. Then there comes the care and anx-

iety of the disposition to be made of God's boun-

ty. Every Christian, to whom the Lord has intrust-

ed this world's goods, is more or less exercised in

this direction. He feels the burden of stewardship,

knowing that he must give an account to God for

all that he has received.

The conclusion of the whole matter is that he

that has neither poverty nor riches is by far the

best off in this world, and that, with neither, he is

the more likely to have godliness with contentment,

which is great gain. 0, u

•TMEV SAY.'

Dm you ever hear the above expression used?
We suppose you did, because it is a very potent
expression, and we think we are safe in saying
that there are no other two words in the English
language, so used, that have been the cause of so
much real mischief in the family, the neighbor-
hood and the church, as these. " They say." Who
says "They say?"—and nine times out of ten, this

is the end of it. It is an arrow driven into the
back of an innocent party by a concealed foe, who
has so far lost his love for the Truth that it be-
comes necessary for him to do his slashing in the
dark, or to hide behind his neighbor.

"They say" is entirely too indefinite an expres-
sion to be used in reference to another, to his hurt.

No stress whatever should be placed on evidence
of this kind. It is at variance with both the law
and the Christian rule, " Go tell him his fault be-

tween thee and him alone."

Did you ever try to investigate "they say?"
The party back of it is always a dark horse,—if

there is any tangibility,— outside of the one that

uses it, behind it. Try to get the author and you
will be told that A told it, who got it from B, and
he overheard two other parties talk about it, and
because of it being received as an eavesdropper,

the parties must not be made known in it, and
there it must end, leaving the innocent party to

suffer.

It is a flagrant wrong, and in every case, where
persons come to us with " they say " about a neigh-

bor, friend, or church member, the names of the

parties represented by "they say," should be

demanded at once. If thiS is not given, the

charge,—whatever it be,—should receive no credit

whatever. It is positively unfair and unchristian to

accept any report against another without the proof

that the charge is true.

Not long since we heard certain reports about

the character of a certain sister that greatly low-

ered her in our estimation, and the same was true

with many others. As a result of these reports,

the suspicions became so loud and strong that we
were asked to make an investigation, and, to our

surprise, we could not get further back towards

the author of the reports than to "they say." In

this case the sister had a grievous wrong done to

her, and had no recourse, simply because the au-

thor of the reports was concealed behind "they

say." Those who heard it were either eavesdrop-

pers, or the authors of the reports themselves,

Now, what would have been the right thing to

do in a case of this kind? The party who got the

information from " they say," ought either to have

produced the authors, or have been held responsi-

ble for the truthfulness of the reports made. This

would be a reasonable demand on the informer,

and fair towards the one against whom the reports

were made. There is nothing in the world that

should be so precious to men and women ^.char-

acter. *A good character our Heavenly Father has

placed within the possibility of all. It is a God-

given legacy. If we barter it away the guilt of it

rests upon our own heads, but when another tries

to rob us of it, or, through misrepresentations, tries

to blacken and destroy it, he commits a sin al-

most as deep as that of murder. In some cases,

and to some, it is worse than death, as it has

driven thousands to moral and spiritual ruin.

"They say," has been the cause of untold wrang-

ling in families. Husbands and wives have been

separated, family ties severed and homes broken

up and scattered to the four winds. Neighbors

have been pitted against neighbors, and some of

life's social associations have been shattered and

destroyed. It is the hot-bed, out of which evil

Kurmisings and jealosies grow, and O, what bit-



terness, heart-breakings and fightings have been

the fruits!

What shall we say of the church? Is it also the

language of the Lord's people? Are there any

"they says," used by the followers of the Master?

There should not be. If brethren Smith and Jones

see brother A do a wrong act or say a wrong thing,

it is their duty to go to brother A and tell him of

his fault, and labor to get him to do so no more,

and have no " they says" about it. If the wrong

has been a public one, tell it to the church and

have it presented as a direct charge,—not by " they

say," but by brother Smith and Jones, because they

are the ones who saw and heard, and are therefore

justifiable witnesses.

In this way the guilty party receives the penalty

of his wrong-doings and has an opportunity of set-

ting himself aright before the church, and re-estab-

lishing himself into the confidence of those who

are nearest to him, as well as in the eyes of all

good-thinking people. Further, there is no room

left for " they say." The facts in the case have

been investigated and the guilty party is plainly

pointed out, confession is made and the party re-

stored to confidence.

No, my brother, we have no need for "they

say " without the true representative, in our Chris-

tian vocabulary. Untold evils have grown out of

the use of it, and the sooner we get away from it,

the better it will be for the church. Our religion

demands of us fair, open and honest dealing with

each other and the world. And that we may have

this, we must be ever ready to fully establish all

that we say. h. b. b.

QUERISTS' DEPARTMENT.

What is meant in John 10: 8, where Jesus says, "All that

ever came before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep

did not hear them? "
S. Showalter.

The so-called prophets representing themselves

as the long-promised Messiah are the ones here

designated as thieves and robbers. A number of

such characters appeared prior to the coming of

Christ. Those who were true to the Lord and

obeyed his teaching, however, gave no heed to

those pretenders.

Is it right for a church to have more than seven deacons?

J. H. D.

The New Testament says nothing about how
many deacons a church may have. That is left to

the judgment of the congregation where those dea-

cons serve. Some congregations have less than

this number, and not a few have more. It is one

of the points on which the Gospel is wisely silent.

In i John-: 8'

Is this the same
where il says, " A
love one another;

another?

"

ead c

umnianiimtiu referred to

ew commandment I Rive ui

J I have loved you, that y
Nancy J. Brown.

John I3 :

j you, That

Reference, we think, is made to the sam
mandment in both citations. John, in his

is treating the subject of love the same as Je
fers to when he speaks of the new comrnan
to love one another.

I:s it right for ai elder to preach against the n

se and say that f the money sticks fast

reach its destin; tion? .H. Z.

It is just as wrong for a minister of the Gospel,

to preach against the preaching of the Gospel
among all nations, as it is to preach against any
other command given in the New Testament. Je-
sus told his disciples in one place to "go teach all

nations," and in another place he says, " Go into all

the world and preach the Gospel to every crea-

ture." Any one who will preach against the carry-

ing out of these instructions is not a true and
faithful minister of Jesus Christ, in the sense that

he intended his ministers should be. It is tramp-
ling the great commission under foot, and shows a

disrespect for the united voice of the Brotherhood

By moral man, is meant, we presume, the man
who lives an exemplary moral life, and yet makes
no profession of Christianity. A better moral man
than Cornelius could not have been found, in the

time of the apostles, and he had to make a pro-

fession, accept Christ and obey him before he

could be saved. See Ajcts n: 14. The Gospel

does not authorize us to say that the mere moral

man has any promise beyond this life. j. h. m.

» HOME AND * FAMILY*—
LOCK THAT WHICH MOVES THEE.

Lock that which moves thee most
Within thine own heart's shrine,

And give to God theHtey;

Tis only his and thine.

And tell alone to God
Thmc inmost doubts and fears:

He is the only friend

Who understands and hears.

—Janet Remington.

WHAT THE GOSPEL MESSENGER DID FOR ME.

I united with the Brethren church over one year

ago, and owe it to a kind sister's thoughtfulness in

supplying me with the Gospel Messenger. This
gave me a true idea of what the Brethren practice.

Surely the Lord does direct our paths when we do
according to his will!

Before I knew anything of the Brethren church,

as to what they believed and practiced, I had read

the Bible enough to know that the church in which
I was living did not comply with all the require-

ments of the New Testament, as Christ had taught
the disciples, Matt. 28: 19, 20, "Go ye therefore,

and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost: teaching them to observe all things whatso-
ever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with
you alway, even unto the end of the world."

Here I gained the knowledge that I was not ob-
serving all things, and was not content till I did.

My heart was so full of the love of Jesus that I

longed to be where I could live up to Christ's

THS GOSPEL JMIIESSElISrQOE-K,.

in Conference, who have placed themselves on

record as favoring the general missionary work.

Then, to say, that the money raised for the mis-

sionary cause is not expended as directed, is a false

accusation, for which there is no foundation what-

ever. Our General Mission Board is made up of

honorable men, who direct the expenditure of this

money in a wise manner, so that none of it is used

for any purpose only as designated. Furthermore

they publish each year a full and complete state

ment of their expenditures, so that any one may
see just what has been done with the money. B>

sides, the books of the treasurer are audited every

year, by a competent committee appointed by An-

nual Conference, to see that all accounts are prop-

erly kept, and that everything balances, as is given

in the report. We cannot too strongly condemn
this thing of accusing our Mission Board of mak-
ing an improper use of the funds placed in their

care. We should think that no congregation in

the Brotherhood would, for one moment, allow a

minister to so preach without calling him to ac-

count cither for false teaching, evil surmising or

misrepresentation.

What should be done with brethren who wear the mustache
alone? The elder thinks it wrong to bring the question be-

fore the church. B. S. T.

Such cases can best be reached by judicious,

private admonitions, and your elder should not be

too timid about attending to his duty in this, as

well as other respects.
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teachings and worship him in a manner that would
be pleasing to him.

I had been informed by a friend of a neighbor

that was in limited circumstances and did not en-

joy all the comforts of this life. I wished I could

do something to help them, so I gathered up some
articles of clothing and started for the neighbor's

house. I had never met the family, and did not

know what church they belonged to. I did not

think of finding what I most needed. I told my
mission and was about to start, when the kind-

hearted woman said, " I have nothing to give you
in return for your kindness, unless it would be

some reading matter." I told her that I wanted
nothing in return, but that I was very fond of

reading. She then handed me a Gospel Messen-
ger and a tract.

I read the paper carefully and also examined the

tract. I found all of it to be in harmony with

Christ's teachings. You can imagine how my soul

rejoiced when I found that precious faith I had
been looking for, and in a way so unexpected. I

promised God that night to unite with, what I be-

lieved to be, God's people. I could not help prais-

ing God all the time for what he had done for

me through the dear sister. Her words remind
me of what Peter and John said to the lame man
(Acts 3: 6), "Silver and gold have I none; but

such as I have give I thee."

Let me tell you how I prize the dear paper. I

never use it for anything about the house, but hold

it as something sacred, and make all the spiritual

use of it I can. When a person comes into my
house I wonder if this poor soul might not be
starving like mine was, and if I could speak a word
that would be food for the soul. In such cases I

find the Messenger a great help to me. Thus I

find spiritual use for all of the papers.

I handed a Messenger to one of my neigh-

bors, who read and then mailed it to his father,

who is said to have read some of the articles over

twenty times. Just think of souls being so hungry
for good reading!

Why should we not all work? If it be ever so

humble, let us all work while it is day! Though I

live some distance from our congregation, and do
not have the privilege of meeting with the dear

members as often as I would like, I don't think I

shall ever grow cold while reading the Messenger.
Quarles, Mo.

A GLAD THOUQHT.

Let your child always go to sleep with a glad
thought in its heart and a smile on its face. The

morning, as it springs from its bed, the glad

thought will burst out in songs, and the smiles in

shouts of laughter. If a wrong has to be reproved,

let the child be assured of forgiveness, and let the

mother be assured that forgiveness is accepted be-

fore the eyes shall close. Let the child fall asleep

loving all and assured of the love of all. Then,
after the little prayer has been said, the child, at

>eace with all on earth, and with a smile of heav-

n's love on its face, will drop away into peaceful

lumber with its soul all unruffled and unsoiled, as

vhite and smooth as a freshly-washed and ironed

piece of snow-white linen.

—-* CORRESPONDENCE *~—

Orphanage Notes.

—We told our orphans to-day that thirteen r

hildren would soon come to swell their nurr

They were so happy at hearing this that

clapped their hands, and shouted for joy. W* 1

chased thirteen beds. These, with the tw

already have, just fill our bed-rooms. We i

not be able to take others after that, unles;

e next September to another house, more
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cious for our work. We have written to Urfah, Si-

vas, Ceasaria and other places, that orphans may
be sent us from the persecuted districts. We trust

they will come without trouble or obstacle on the

part of the Turkish authorities.

—We received to-day a gift of four loaves of

bread from a neighboring house. They were do-

nated in "memory," and for "the repose of the

soul," of a member of the family who died a few

days ago. They were accepted with gratitude, al-

though we deplored the belief that deeds of

charity can in any way help the souls of those

who have passed beyond this vail of tears. It

shows that, however pure the Armenian church

may be, compared with the Greek and Catholic

churches, superstitions of great magnitude still pre-

vail among the good Armenian people. To bring

them out of error and traditions is the aim of our

mission in Asia Minor.

—The mail of this day (Feb. 5) brings us a pack-

age containing several prayer-coverings made by
dear sisters at Mount Morris. Accept our thanks,

good Christian workers! The Lord bless you for

what you have done for usl May there soon be, in

Smyrna, as many women converted to Christ, as

prayer-coverings you have sent! When I came
among you, I loved the sight of your presence in

the house of God, with that "power" over your
heads " because of the angels." How often, on the

Lord's Day, have I longed for such a sight of Chris-

tian sisters with their talisman of prayer!
—The esprit de corps and spirit of solidarity, ex-

isting among our orphans, is to be greatly admired.

One will not accuse or tell on the other; and when
sometimes the teacher comes gravely into the class-

room to inquire as to who loudly spoke or laughed,

while he was busy in the office, not one will de-

nounce the culprit. It shows how trial and afflic-

tion have made this people "one" and "undivided."

It shows also that our orphans are children of God
and not of him who has been surnamed the "ac-
cuser of his brethren." May they continue to re-

main faithful unto him who has "sealed them unto

the day of redemption! "

—Our four little girls are fast learning how to

sew. Sister Fercken is now teaching them to hem
the sheets of the new beds we have purchased for

the " crop " of orphans that we are now expecting.

—Sad news comes to us of the plague and fam-

ine in India. We daily bear on the wings of our
prayers, our beloved missionaries in that far-distant

country. May the Lord spare them! May the

strong Deliverer deliver them "from the pestilence

that walketh in darkness, and from the destruction

that wasteth at noon-day! "

—We were pleased to receive the visit of our

friend and neighbor,—the Rev. James Murray,—in

charge of the Scotch Mission among the Jews of

our city. In the Visitors' Album, which we laid be-

fore him, he wrote the following lines: "Called in

to see the orphanage and orphans, and was very

much pleased with the comfortable appearance of

the rooms and the cheerful faces of the children.

—

James Murray."

—Our thirteenth orphan came to-day. His name
is Abram Caloustian. We are now ready to receive

twelve more.

—Two more came this morning. Their father

was killed in Ceasaria. During six months they
lived in a dark cave to escape the sword of

the persecutors. They were brought to us ragged,

hatless, shoeless, hungry and shivering with cold,

Oh, how happy they look now that they have been
washed, clothed and fed! G. J. Fercken.
Smyrna, Asia. Minor.

From the Mission Field.

Feb. 24 I met with the people of Fostoria, Ohio.
Our people have a mission point there, at which
they hold their services in a rented building. The
Northwestern Ohio State District Mission Board
have placed sister Addie F. Kaylor, of Logan
County, Ohio, as a mission worker at that point,
^he has a mission school of an average attendance
°* thirty-five. She superintentends the Sunday
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There are six members living there, in a town of
10,000. Systematic efforts, by means of a located
minister, are much needed. The minister should
be one who is adapted to city mission work. Sister
Kaylor needs the prayers of the faithful for the suc-
cess of the arduous work placed in her hands.
A noted evangelist of another body commenced

meetings the same evening I did. This " lady evan-
gelist " represen'ed herself "to be some great one,"
possessed with "divine healing powers," claiming
to heal both body and soul. Many flocked to hear
this wonderful person. A few claimed to receive
some benefit, and a ni

their sins were pard

the altar.

That new religion attracted many, which lessened
the attendance with us. I preached Christ and him
crucified, and that men must have a living faith in

God's Word, turn away from sin, and " be baptized
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for

the remission of sins" Acts 2: 38, in order that sins

may be remitted. " Why tarriest thou? Arise and
be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the

name of the Lord." Acts 22: 16. "Let us draw
near with a true heart, in full assurance of faith,

having our hearts sprinkled from an evil con-
science, and our bodies washed with pure water."

Heb. 10: 22.

Judging by the above references, sins are par-

doned in compliance with God's Word.
This lady preaches that, by holding up the hands

and praying, calling upon God for help, the Holy
Ghost will come down, and fasten on the fingers,—

then glide down over the body, healing all manner
of disease. She claims that the soul is healed as

well, and that all sins are pardoned at the altar.

This seems to be a strange doctrine. Let us prove
all things and hold to that which is good!

J. H. Miller.
Goshen, Ind.

From the Lafayette Church, Allen Co., Ohio.

The members at this place met in council Feb.

27. The adjoining elders, Raphael Spacht and
Samuel Driver, were with us. Our present elder

(Bro. C. L. Wilkins) anticipates leaving us soon,

and tendered his resignation. The church decided

not to accept it, but retained him as their presiding

elder. This being our council, prior to our District

Meeting, business pertaining to District Meeting
was arranged. The writer was chosen as delegate

to District Meeting. He was also advanced to the

second degree of the ministry at this meeting.

All business passed off pleasantly. The mem-
bers are to be commended for the love and oneness

of mind which seemed to characterize them
throughout the meeting, G. A. Snider.

Harrod, Ohio, March 2,

From the Pleasant View Church, Kans.

Bro. Geo. H. Sharp (the blind brother), came
to us Feb. 13, and gave a series of Bible lectures

at the Crow schoolhouse. Feb, 23 he changed his

place of meetings to the Sal

our congregation meets for >

until Feb. 27, when he was ji

boe and Larue, who had be

meetings at the Turner schoc

west portion of our congregat

On Saturday, Feb. 27, both congregations met
in council at Salem. Much business came before

the council. Both congregations had been having

a spiritual feast,—Bro. Sharp having had large and

attentive audiences. Brethren Jarboe and Larue

reported good results at Turner, where one soul

"was added to the church by baptism, making five

in all since our last report.

We have been without a resident minister a year,

but, through the kindness of our former minister,

Bro. Jarboe, we have had preaching once a month.

We would gladly welcome any one of our minister-

ng brethren, desirous of locating

rship, and co

ed by brethr

holding a si

ause, whi

meets f<

tinued

n Jar-

that lii

ward actii

The

that

are needed, to make his home among us, and work
for the Master. Sister L. M. Ellrod has been chos-
en as correspondent for the Messenger, and breth-
ren C, W, Hartzog and Henry Schofield were
elected delegates to District Meeting.

d » »/• *- ,, ,

L
'
M ' Ellrod.

Republican City, Ntbr,

From Southern Lancaster County, Pa.

To-dav were gathered the first-fruits into the
church at this place. Two precious souls were bap-
tized—aged ten and fourteen. A special meeting
was held at our house, which was filled by the peo-
ple of this country. Baptism was performed about
fifty yards from the house, where a baptistry was
made at a beautiful spring. Everybody here, as far
as known to the writer, accepts our baptism, sn a«
ministers, we are not troubled
work is more onerous when it

that trine immersion, by a for

Christian baptism. An effort

line. Time and eternity will reveal what the
vest will be. Bro. Isaac Taylor, of Vogansville, this
County, was with us. Several weeks ago Bro. I. N.
H. Beahm, our son-in-law, preached for us a week!
His wife and children have been with us for a
month. Soon they will leave for Brentsville, Va.

,. , . _ George Bucher.
Mechanic Grove, Pa., March S.

Notice to Churches of Eastern District of Pennsylvania.

The District Meeting of Eastern Pennsylvania
will be held in the Sand Brook church, N.

J., May
13, 1897. Elders' meeting to be held on the' 12th,
at 2 P. M. We meet for organization at 4 P. M,,
same day. Those coming by rail will slop off at

Flemington. Persons wishing to attend the eld-
ers' meeting are requested to come by way of
Philadelphia, on the Pennsylvania R, R. Leave
Broad Street Station, Philadelphia, at 6:50 A. M;
arrive at Flemington at 9: 16 A. M. All dele-

gates should take the same route, leaving Phila-
delphia at 12: 00, and arriving at Flemington at

2: 53 P. M. of same day, For further information,

address the writer. C. W. Moore.
Sand Brook, N. J.

From the Salem Church, Kans.

Bro. W. R. Miller has just closed one of the

most successful meetings held here for a long time.

He commenced meetings on the evening of Jan.

31, and continued until March 7, preaching, in all,

forty-one sermons. Eleven were baptized. Eight
have lately moved into our congregation, making
an addition of nineteen.

While Bro. Miller was here he made nearly six-

ty visits, both inside and outside of the church.

This is one of Bro. Miller's strongest methods of

working. Our observation of his work on this

line plainly teaches us that we have been too neg-

ligent. Our church will be represented at Dis-

trict Meeting by delegates, — Bro. T. P. Detter

serving as one of them.

The Mission Board met at our meetinghouse

March 3. The Board retained Bro. George Studc-

baker as evangelist for our District. Brethren E.

Eby, Levi Trostle, J. Harshberger, and others, have

been visitors during these meetings. They gave

us good admonitions. L. E. Fahrney.

Sterling, Kam., March 12.

From Kjefllnge, Sweden.

By the grace of God I sowed much seed during

1896, at many different places about Kjeflinge.

As it is the precious Word of God, I am sure that

the seed sown has fallen into many different

hearts. Here our Savior's word was verified, when
he says to his disciples, "One soweth, and another

reapeth." John 4: 37.

During the year 1896 only one soul has been add-

ed to the church here, but I know that the Lord's

Word "will not return unto him void."

The Sunday school here is just now the largest

: have ever had. there being an attendance of
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fifty or sixty. I have held about one hundred and

twenty meetings. At present I am conducting a

series of meetings in Wanneberga. Together with

my dear brother, P. Johnson, I walk many miles,

to visit the scattered members there. Five dear

souls have been added to the church here, by bap-

tism, during 1896. The members in Wanneberga

number twenty-six, and n Kjeflinge twenty eight.

May God bless the missi )n work everywhere! Aft-

er March 1 my address v ill be Skurup, instead of

Kjeflinge. 0. P. Olin.

Pet. 17.

From the Baltimore City Mission.

We are earnestly striving for the Master's cause

in Northwest Baltimore, and, as our work advances,

we double our diligence to become equal to the de-

mands.

We formed the ninth class in our Sunday school

last month. Our hall is too small, for our school

now averages over fifty, and we have to crowd the

classes so close tl very unpleasant for both

itwithstanding all this, the

need a church-
teacher and scholars. N>

interest contil

house at once.

Oh, how long must we wait for this much-needed

house? How many will come to the front and say,

" Lord, I will help to build a house in Baltimore

City to thy great name?
"

Feb. IS, while passing through Washington, D. C,

it was my happy privilege to call on Bro. Albert

Hollinger, who seems much encouraged in the

work there.

Bro. Hollinger showed

the General Missionary

which they

hased by

nittee, on
e the lot pu

d Tract Cor

en sufficient means ;

that the Committee was so fi

tunate and prompt in taking advantage of this n

opportunity to buy such an excellent lot, so ni

the capitol of our United States, and in such a n:

part of the city. Surely, a good, plain building,

centrally located in Washington City, will be

keeping with the good, plain doctrine we are trying

to establish through Christ.

Brethren, we want to rid ourselves of thi

that all we need is an old building, which this or

that church wants to sell, because they find it not

the best location for them, and because it is so

cheap.

Well might Bro. D. L. Miller assert, "These

cheap, worn-out buildings often prove the most

costly." We know of just such cases. If every

member of our beloved Fraternity could visit

Washington and Baltimore cities, and realize the

true and real condition of our work and workers

at these several points, we would

money inside of thirty days to buy ;

lots and build a good, plain and con

o( worship in both places, to the ho

From Bells, Tenn.

Bro. Jas. M. Neff, of Fruitdale, Ah
here March 6, and remained with us ove

He preached Saturday evening in the Di

Christian) church, to an attentive audienc

ing the first serrr

at this place, as

Bro. Neff was the first Dunk,

saw, and they w«

Sunday morning, March 7

Sunday,

ciple (or

, this be-

km
;d by our Brethren

w. Many said that

preacher they ever

to hear him.

s attended Sunday

hool at the Disciple church, at 9: 30, after which

Bro. Neff preached an excellent sermon from the

parable of the " Prodigal Son." At 2: 30 P. M. we

attended the M. E Sunday school, three-fourths of

a mile north of town, at the New Hope school-

house. After Sunday school Bro. -Neff again

preached to a crowded house. Many could not

find room inside, and stood outside, at the doors.

At 7:15 P. M. we attended services at the M. E.

church in town, where Bro. Neff again addressed

the congregation. Many wanted Bro. Neff to re-

turn. The Disciples, as well as the M. E. people

and the Baptists, offered their house whenever we

want it. The latter house we can use at any time,

except the first Sunday of each month. Parties

wanting to know about this part of the country will

please enclose stamp for reply, G. W. Teeter.

The Annual Meeting of the " Brethren's Mutual

Aid Association" will be held in the Sabetha

church, April 15—on the day following District

Meeting. A good representation is desired. Some

false reports in regard to the financial condition of

the Association have been circulated. The losses

are all paid, and while some have withdrawn, others

are coming in. By a proper effort being put forth,

we hope soon to regain our strength.

B. S. Katiierman, Sec.

Lawrence. Kan:., March 7.

Belleville, Kans.—We met in quarterly council

Feb. 6. Bro. J. Z. Gilbert was chosen delegate t

District Meeting. Our spring love feast will occur

May 22.

—

Louisa J. Williams, March 8.

Markleysburg, Pa.—Our meetings, at the Inde-

pendent schoolhouse, closed March 15, with one

applicant for baptism. The meetings were con-

ducted by brethren Joseph Guthrie and S. C. Um-
bel. Our election, at the Bethel house, for dea-

cons, resulted in the choice of brethren Silas W.

Fike and Zar Herring, who were duly installed by

Eld. Jeremiah Thomas —Jasper Barnthouse, March

Stephei

was con-

Fredonia, Kans. — We met

March 9, presided over by ou

Thompson and G. W. Studebake

siderable business before the chi

delegate for the District Meeting. The lot fell

upon Bro. Stephen Thompson. Bro. Stephens was

chosen delegate for the Annual Meeting. Our love

feast was appointed for Oct. 16. — Flora Darst,

March 10.

Kidder, inc-

ompleted,

thi

ereive enough

id pay for the

modious house

or of God and

J. S. Geiser.

607 Edmondson Ave., Baltimore, Md., March 8,

Frc

is ti.mu

-ED.]

1 Cando. N. Dak.

Notes x from x our x Correspondents.

.nit

We arrived home
great plains covered

een to twenty incl

depth of four to t(

going to and f:

in good spirits.

do, I

ung!

1 1. Here we find the

owtothedepthofeight-
nches, drifted, in places, to the

ten feet. We see many sleighs

m town. Everybody seems to be

its. The Brethren have arranged for a

jr new church, eight miles west of Can-

ge for the Sunday school during the

glad to note that the Breth-

ren have kept up the meetings well d

winter. They have missed only twi

the new church, and two in Cando, (

bad weather. We have much more snow this wi

ter than usual. Our winter school was conduct
by Bro. George Long, of Indiana. We had an :

tendance of from twenty-four to twenty-nine schi

ars. I feel that the Cando church is alive in t

work, and preparing for the good work in the

ture. A. B. Peters
March $,

ng the past

neetings at

account of

White Rock Church, Va.—At a church meeting,

held March 6, it was decided to elect some officers.

The lot fell on Bro. Washington Akers for speaker,

and brethren H. W. Bishop, C. D Reed and W. B.

Dulaney for deacons.

—

R T. Akers, Alum Ridge,

Va„ March 10.

County Line Church, Allen Co., Ohio. — The

members here met in council March 6. All busi-

ness passed off pleasantly. We elected Bro. J.

Cotner as our Superintendent. For delegate to

District Meeting we chose brethren J. Cotner and

Joseph L. Guthrie.—/. L. Gu'hrie, Herring, Ohio,

March 10.

Falling Spring Congregation, Pa.—Our quarter-

ly council was held at the Hade house to-day.

Everything was adjusted satisfactorily. We send

as delegate to Annual Meeting, our elder, Wm. C.

Koontz, and to District Meeting, Bro. Isaac Rid-

dtesberger and the writer. We will hold our spring

love feast at the Hade house on Tuesday, May 11.

— Wm. A. Anthony, March ij.

Walnut Valley Church, Kans.—The church met

in quarterly council on Saturday, March 13. The
church decided to send one delegate to the Dis-

trict Meeting. Bro. J. J. Filbrun was elected dele-

gate, and Bro. D. H. Sterling, alternate. The
church also decided to have our love feast on Sat-

urday, May I. First services commence at 2 1'. M.
—Lyd a Wtimcrt, Heizer, Kans., March id.

Red River Valley Church, N. Dak.—This church

met in quarterly council March 6. All the busi-

ness that came up was disposed of in a Christian-

like manner. We have meeting every Sunday.

Our Sunday school will open the first Sunday in

April. We have not definitely decided on the time

of our Communion, but it will be soon after seed-

ing.—Bertha Siviharl, Mayvillt, N. Dak., March 12.

Bible Normal,

s our new churchhouse is nearly

pect, the Lord willing, to dedi-

first Sunday in April. Bro. J. E. Ellen-

berger, of Polo, is to preach the dedication sermon.

Although this church has been laboring under diffi-

culties for some time, we hope, by the help of God,

to get things adjusted so as to move along in love

and union. We expect to re-organize our Sunday

school April I.

—

M Henri'ks, March 15.

Waddam's Grove, 111.—This church r

terly council March 16. Our delegate to Annual

Meeting is Bro. Israel Stees; to District Meeting,

brethren George Shick and George Masters. We

also organized our Sunday school for the summer

with a full corps of officers. Our Communion

meeting will be June 18 and ig. We decided to

hold a series of meetings, to commence at the
I

time of our feast.—W. K. Moore, Nora, 111.

Moscow, Idaho.—Arrangements have bei

for Bro. M. M. Bashor, of Oregon, to

Moscow March 20, to hold meetings in this part of

the country, until May I. There are, at present,

two applicants for baptism in the Grafton church,

one at Moscow, and one at Tekoa, with good pros-

pects for others. We have had an unusual amount

of sickness in certain sections of the Paloi

try, this winter, chiefly la grippe and pn

—James Wcimer, March 4.

Osage Church, Kans.—Sir
conducted by Bro. S. Z. Sharp, we hav

a Bible class, with Bro. E. M. Wolfe

er. We meet every Thursday night to study the
|

Word of God. Our quarterly council

March 13, with the elder present. No queries are
|

sent from this church. Bro. E. M. Wolfe is our

delegate to District Meeting. Owing to distance

we will not represent at Annual Meeting.

—

Sahtn

Beery, McCune, Kans., March 15.

Hartford City, Ind—The Brethren of the Hart-

ford City church met in regular council March 9'

Our elder, Levi Winklebleck, and brethren Isaiah

Howard and Joseph Spitzer were present. Breth-

ren Winklebleck and Milton Cook were elected

delegates to District Meeting. One letter «

granted. We decided to hold a love feast May :

We have prayer meeting once a week, and a pros-

perous Sunday school, of which Bro. Josiah Sparks

is Superintendent.

—

Rosella Holcraft.

Landessville Church, Ind.—March 6 '

quarterly council. Eld. J. F. Spitzer presided over

the meeting. One young brother, who had straye

away, was restored to fellowship. Eld. Aaron

Moss and D. B. Garber were chosen delega'"

to District Meeting. Our Sunday school, which

closed last December, will re-open the first
Sun-

day of April, under the direction of Bro. J.
'

Miller as Superintendent. Sister Ercie Pulley «>

^

elected local secretary in our church, for the o»

cent " Mutual Aid Plan " of the Orphans' Home >

Mexico, Ind.—D. B. Garter, Hanfield, Ind.. «<"
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Potsdam, Ohio.—Bro. Isaiah Rairigh, of Wood-

land, Mich., commenced a series of meetings in our

little village, Feb, 20, preaching twenty- four ser-

mons. One came out for baptism and one was re-

claimed. This caused rejoicing among us.

—

G. W.

flfinnieh, March 8.

Midland, Va. — This church met in quarterly

council March 6. Our number is still growing.

One was received by baptism in the morning be-

fore the council and four by letter, one being an

elder. There are several that have not yet handed

m their letters. We elected our Sunday school

officers for the season.

—

F. N. Weimer, March 14

Covina Church, Cal.—After the morning servi-

ces, Feb. 7, we were made glad to see four little

lambs received by baptism. On the evening of

the same day, Bro. I. D. Parker preached his

first sermon for us, at the Glendora meetinghouse.

Meetings continued until Sunday evening, Feb. 28.

Interest was good throughout, though rain inter-

fered with the attendance several nights. On the

21st four more lambs were received into the fold,

and on last Sunday two, who had wandered away,

returned. The church has not only received an

addition of ten, but we all feel much built up and

strengthened.

—

Hettie A. Funk, March 4.

Ashland Church, Ohio.—Our Sunday school, un-

der the superintendency of brethren Moherman
and Roberts, is alive, and full of interest. Any
church, which is full of zeal for the Master, can,

if they will, have an evergreen Sunday school, and

not be a burden to them either, but a source of

great benefit and fountain of grace. We had the

pleasure, last week, of leading two more precious

souls,—a husband and wife,—into the stream, bury-

ing them in baptism, they arising to walk in new-

ness of life. Other husbands and wives, in the

same community, should hasten to dedicate them-

selves and their homes to Jesus.

—

H. F. England,

March 18.

Markleysburg", Pa.— I met with the Brethren of

the Sandy Creek congregation at the Salem house,

March 6. I commenced meetings the same evening

and continued each evening and Sunday until the

evening of the 14th, when I was obliged to leave

for other fields of labor. As an immediate result,

seventeen dear souls were added to the church by

confession and baptism. There being quite an in-

terest manifested by the people, the meetings were

continued. This congregation is under the care of

Eld. Jeremiah Thomas, of Clifton Mills, W. Va.,

who is making an effort to get his members more
fully consecrated to the cause of our dear Master.

—Jasper Barnthouse, March 16.

Hickory Grove Church, Ohio. — On Saturday,

March 6, we held our quarterly council, at which

meeting the annual visit was reported. The re-

port showed the church to be in peace and harmo-

ny. An earnest appeal was made in behalf of our

isolated and poor members. A resolution was

passed that each deacon should, the coming year,

watch over that part of the territory which he vis-

ited and look after the wants of the members, in

case of sickness, or absence from church. It was

urged that more attention be paid to pastoral vis-

its. Delegates to Annual and District Meeting

were elected. Our Communion meeting will be

held May 8, at 2 P. M.—Jacob Coppock, Tippecanoe

City, Ohio.

Los Angeles, Cal.—Under the direction of the

California Mission Board, and with the co-opera-

tion of the local church here, Eld. C. S. Holsinger

's at work, proclaiming Jesus. He has started a

live and growing Sunday school on Lacy Street,

and has, as efficient co-workers, brethren Bruba-

ker and Hasfeldt, and sisters Claudine Miller and
EUa Buckwalter. The members heartily assist

Brother and Sister Holsinger in their efforts to

Unfold the loving Jesus to the unsaved. We are

glad that our brother and sister are with us, and
esteem them as noble, self-sacrificing souls, faith-

ful to their Lord, and unselfish in their affections

f°r mankind. The Lord loves such, too.—M. M.
Sshelntan.

Surprise, Nebr.—Bro. C, B. Smith came to the

Union schoolhouse Feb. 18, and commenced a se-

ries of meetings, preaching, in all, twenty-one ser-

mons, full of Gospel truths. Two came out on the

Lord's side and were buried in baptism. Others
were made to realize their condition. We had the

best of interest. all through the meetings. We or-

ganized a Sunday school, with Bro. Martin New-
comer as Superintendent.

—

Edwin Gardner, March
'/

Quinter Church, Kans.— Monday, Feb. 22, Bro.

W. L. Bingaman came here and gave us several

talks on Bible Lands. He also preached one ser-

mon, pn Saturday evening he gave an illustrated

talk, by showing and explaining costumes and rel-

ics, to a large and attentive audience. As Bro.

Bingaman is working for the interest of the Ar-

menian Orphanage, a neat little sum was raised at

this meeting for that purpose.

—

Martha E. Roesch,

March 14.

Antioch Church, Kans.—We met in council at

the residence of Bro. W. S. Wheeler, March 10.

Eld. W. B. Sell bad previously been unanimously

chosen as our elder, and, after giving some earnest

admonitions, accepted the oversight, we pledging

ourselves to faithfulness in the Master's cause.

May God bless us and help us all to live out

our promises! Brethren Adam Downing and Eli

Wheeler are our ministers,—W, H, Bamett, Gridley,

Kans., March /$,

Troutville, Va.—Bro. Andrew Hutchison is with

us again. He left our County in December, and

was laboring in Franklin and Roanoke Counties.

He is only spending from five to seven nights' at a

place, since he returned. He preached at Trout-

ville five nights to large audiences. The last night

was the largest. Bro. Hutchison presses the Word
with great force, and yet in such an attractive way
that people will Mock to hear him. He seems to

be weak in body, suffering some with his side, go-

ing from place to place over rough roads, but his

mind is so taken up with his work, that you would

think he is well, if you were not informed other-

wise. He leaves this County March 19 for Bridge-

water, Va. The people have been wonderfully

stirred up to examine the Scriptures. Our brother

never fails to give chapter and verse for what he

says.

—

S. L. Shaver, March 14.

Fairview, Mo. — This congregation met March

13 in church council. Bro. J. B. Hylton was chos-

en delegate to District Meeting, with Bro. J. W. B.

Hylton, alternate. Bro. Elbert Hylton was elected

Superintendent for our Sunday sehool, which will

commence the first Sunday in April. The Breth-

ren gave us some good thoughts on how lo raise

our children. Thus closed a good meeting. Sister

Maitha Hylton, who is a great sufferer with can-

cers on her body, desires the prayers of God's peo-

ple. She called for the elders and was anointed.

One brother has been reclaimed since my last re-

port. The Brethren preach at our schoolhouse

every fourth Sunday. We have a union Sunday

school. Husband and I are the only member
the Brethren church in this neighborhood. Breth-

ren, seeking homes, are invited to come this way —
Nannie Barman, Denlow, Mo., March 14.

Sangerville, Va. — Our quarterly church meet

ing, March 5, transacted quite an amount of busi

ness, as usual. Some arrangements were made for

the District Meeting of the Second District of Vir

ginia, to be held at the Sangerville church, April 29

and 30. According to former decisions, the Stand

ing Committee will meet April 28, at 2 P. M. All

who expect to come by rail must come April 28.

Those coming on the Norfolk and Western will

change cars at Elkton. According to the present

schedule the train onrfhe fj. & W. R'y leaves Elk-

ton, 11:46; arrives at Harrisonburg, 12: 46; arrives al

Bridgewater, 1:27. They think of putting anothei

train on the road by the last of April, which may
change the schedule. Brethren and sisters will be

met at Bridgewater, April 28, by notifying E. E.

Garber, Sangerville, Va. All delegates should be

here early on Thursday morning.—A. A, Miller,

March 8.
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Lost Creek Congregation, Pa.—We held a very
pleasant council at the Free Spring church March

Our elder, Bro. Andrew Bashor, who had
been sick for some time, was again able to be with

Bro. Andrew Bashor was selected as dele-
gate to Annual Meeting. Brethren C. G. Winey
and Joseph Auker are our delegates to District

Meeting. We decided to hold a love feast May
14 and 15 at the Goodwill meetinghouse. One sis-

ter was added to the church by letter.—/. B. Frty,

East Salem, Pa , March rj.

North -Star Church, Ohio. — The members as-

sembled in quarterly council Saturday, March 6.

The meeting passed off pleasantly, There was not
much business to come before the meeting, besides

the organizing of the Sunday school and the elect-

ing of delegates to District and Annual Meeting.

Bro. David Coat goes to Annual Meeting, and
brethren F. P. Cordier and J. F. Martin to District

Meeting. Our Sunday school will open the first

Sunday in April, with Bro. J. Halladay, Superin-

tendent.

—

Emma Groff, March Q,

Rome Church, Ohio. — Our regular quarterly

council occurred March 13. Bro. J. E. Deary is to

represent us at Annual Meeting. Brethren L. H.
Dickey and Joseph Robison are our delegates to

District Meeting. We expect, the Lord willing, to

hold our Communion meeting May -29, at 10 A. M,
Come and enjoy this feast with us! Two dear ones,

husband and wife, were recently received into the

church by baptism. Bro. David Hollinger, of

North Manchester, Ind,, favored us with a short

visit, and preached two excellent sermons on Sun-

day morning and evening, Feb. 21. The church

decided to hold a ten-day Normal Bible school

about Oct. 1. We continued our Sunday school

through the winter. Every alternate Sunday we
met at private houses. We use the Brethren's lit-

erature in our school, and have been doing so for

years, with good results.

—

Maggie A. Dickey, Alva-

da, Ohio, March 15,

Shoal Creek Church, Mo.—We met in quarterly

council March 6. Bro. I. G. Harris and the writer

are to represent this church at District Meeting.

The membership of our church has been somewhat

decreased, as nine of our members have moved

to other fields of labor. Two of them are our min-

istering brethren,—Lee Harader and T. A, Rubin-

son. Bro. Harader moved to Arkansas City, Kans.,

Bro. Robinson, to Jasper, Jasper Co., Mo. This

leaves the church much in need of helpers to as-

sist our elder. We have a good climate and the

country is thickly settled. There are plenty of

people to preach to. One was received into the

church by baptism during Bro. I. L. Haradcr's

meetings at Bethpage. We have meetings twice a

month, Sunday school each Sunday, and would be

glad if some minister,—where there are several in

one church,—would locate here.

—

Enos J. Reece,

Grangeville, Mo., March 14,

Lower Miami Church, Ohio—March 4 we held

our council. While the inauguration on that day

will be chronicled by the world's historians, the

humble work done by us will stand either for or

against us on the records of heaven. We granted

fifteen letters to members moving away. This is a

larger number than has been given at any one time

since the writer's connection with this church.

They will add to the churches into which they

move, but make a somewhat visible depletion in the

ranks of our own membership. Surely we must

double our diligence to fill the vacant places! Bro.

C. C. Stebbins was selected as general solicitor for

one year. His work will be to see that the mem-

bership be solicited whenever the church requires

funds for mission or other purposes, thus insuring

promptitude in the work. Eld. Geo. Holler and

the writer are the delegates to District Meeting,

and the writer will represent this church at Annual

Meeting. Since our last report we have had ap-

preciative sermons from brethren Geo. Stump and

Jas. M. Neff; also from elders S. R. Zug and

Jonas Horning. Bro. Emanuel Shank recently

preached at the Soldiers' Home, which is within

the confines of our territory.—/ 0. Gartt, March 5.
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Elkhart Ohurch, Ind.—Our quarter-

ly council was held March 6. Seven

letters were granted. One brother was

restored to church fellowship. At our

next meeting delegates will be elect-

ed.

—

David R, Myers, Box /2j.

Grundy County Church, Iowa.—On
March 12 this church met in quarterly

council, Eld. Stephen Johnson presid-

ing. Four letters were granted. The
members decided to repair both meet-

inghouses. They also remembered the

missionary cause. Our love feast will

be held June 12, at 4 P. M,—A/da E.

Albright, Eldora, Iowa.

North Fork Church, Ind. — The
members of this church met in regula:

quarterly council March 13, with Eld

D. C. Campbell presiding. The churcl

was fairly well represented. Bro
Campbell remained with us over Sun-

day, holding forth the words of Eter-

nal Truth, and encouraging the mem-
bers with two inspiring sermons, tc

press on in serving the Lord.—John
Deal, Pyrmont, Ind., March /j.

Aughwick Church, Pa.—Bro. E. D
Book, of Blain, Pa., came to this place

on the evening of Feb. 10, and contin-

ued up to the 2isl, doing very accepta-

ble work in the Maste

Staunton, Va.— Sunday, March
two young men, of this city, confes:

they were tired of sin and were b;

tized by Bro. Zigler. May they 1

consistent Christian lives, and lead

others to accept Christ. —
Click.

Juniata, Nebr.—Our council

ing was held at the Silver Lake c

March 6. The business was disposed

UUIS

rly life

rineyard.

ade the good
ived into the

Bro. Book spent

ollcctii

i—John E,

Four p
choice

church by bapti;

part of hi!

has a very vivi

fifty years ago,—rememl:

citizens and their famil;

Carver, Cora, Pa., March 2

Beatrice, Nebr.—Bro. J. E. Young
closed his work in Pickrell last Sunday
evening. He held a Bible Normal 1

connection with his meetings. W
had two more applicants for baptisi

since our last report. I would ah
state that in my report from th
church, Ms No
page 141, in reference to ordination,
one of the brethren ordained not being
present, the installation service was
deferred until our next council.—M. L
Solenberger, Match 10.

Worthington, Minn.—We still feel

very much encouraged in the outlook
of building up a church here. There
seems to be a steady growth. We
number nearly forty now. Bro. Will-
iam Eikenberry and family arrived
here a few days ago, and still there are
more coming. We are glad we have
help in the ministry, for now the calls

may be filled. We have some fine

young members, and all seem to be
earnest workers in the Master's cause.
There is plenty of room for more
workers. We like this country; it

surely is a very healthy one.—Lizzie
Hilary, March 12,

Pipe Creek Church, Ind. — This
church met in regular quarterly coun-

cil u. Bro. W. S. Toney, of
and Bro. Joseph Brower, of

Walton

the Me
th

church, 'ith

D. P. Shively was
elected delegate to Annual Meeting,
and brethren D. H. Long and Isaac
Shepler were selected as delegates to
District Meeting. The church also se-
lected a Superintendent and Assistant

Sunday school, which has been
Chri but will

re-open. Our Communion meeting has
been appointed for May 13, at 4 P. M —
W, B. DaiUy, Peru, Ind., March 12.

d our Home Mission, and raised

dollars for that purpose. Our
church is in love and union.—/. J,

Kindig.

Batavia Church, III.—The church
met in council March 13. All business

brought before the church was dis-

posed of, we trust, to the glory of

God. Bro. H. W. Barkdoll was elect-

ed delegate to District Meeting. Our
love feast will be May 22. Two letters

were granted and three received.

—

Car-

rie M. Barkdoll, Warrcnhurst, III., March
16.

Notice. — The District Meeting of

Northeastern Ohio will be held in the

Logan church, Logan Co., three mile:

east of Degraff, April 15 and 16. Pas
sengers from the West, coming ovei

Big Four (Indiana Division) wil

be met at Degraffi and those from th<

North and South," over the C. S, & C
R. R„ will be met at Bellefontaine

issionary meeting April 15, at 1 P.

M.—Joseph Kaylor.

Roanoke City, Va.—To-day we held
ur regular quarterly council. (

siderable business was disposed of
very pleasant manner. Four were
ceived by letter. Letters were granted
to five who have decided to work ir

other fields —one in Philadelphia, anc

four in North Dakota. The write)

was chosen delegate to Annual Meet
ing, and brethren W. P. Moomaw anc
M. L. Fellers to District Me
S. Miller, March 1?.

I Ihc Norfolk

Bud

! and District Meet-

Western Railway, to

1 be, from Cbristians-

; Wirt/, Si. 85; Booneburg, $2.30; Salem, Si. 30; Win/,
M1ll.Si.65; Roanoke, Si; Cloverc

Troutville, 55 cents; Nace, 40

Buchanan, over the C. & O. R.

jean, point oT destination, and u
$6,2$. The time for leaving at Roanoke will

be 1:45 P- M., April 14. Those coming from
the west and south wil] make connectior

coming on the noon train of that day
twenty-five or more go, we get special car t

through without lay over, from Buchanan,
the

1
'ilege ning in the c

light next morning, at Glenjean. If less th;

twenty-five go we will not get this special

favor, and will have to start one day earlier

(on the 13th, at 1:4s P. M.) and lay over at

Clifton Forge. Returning we leave Glenjean

n Monday morning and arrive at Roanoke
le same day at 4: 05 P. M.
The railroad officials want to know by April

how many will go. The brethren of each
ingregalion will please make an effort to

:arn the number going, and report by not

iter than April 5, to P. S. Miller, Roanoke,

-MATRIMONIAL-

KITCHEN — RUSSEL.—At the residenc

of the officiating minister, Ord, Pa., March II

1897, Mr. Stewart Kitchen, of Westover, Pa.,

and Sister Jennie Russel, of Cookport, Pa
M. H. Si'lCH

March 27, 1897.

BROSSMAN.—At Naperville, 111., March
4,

1S97, Martin Brossman, aged 57 years and 6
months. Deceased was trimming trees, when
a limb broke and he fell, partly dislocating his
neck, so that he died in about five hours. He
leaves a wife and four daughters. Funeral
discourse from Rom. 11: 20, by the under-
signed. Simon E. Yundt.

ing.—P.

MINISTERIAL PROGRAMS.

Chestnut drove, W. Va.

The following is the program of tf

terial Meeting, to be held in the
Grove congregation, Fayette Co., W.

ng Thursday, April 15, at 8:30 1

"Ho

Sen

Re
the Members Atl

1. Hutchisot
Hylton and J. F. Deaton.

2. "Define a Supported Ministry.
cording to the Gospel? "—J. W. Elh

d Jacob Hylton,
1

I he Cha:

Mini

elatic

of a Good Sunday
Church, and the

of One to the Otln

Noah Reed and A. J. Hutchison.
w and When is Man Converted; and
his Spiritual Life Kept and Devel-

oped?"—W. H, Naff, John Jamison and Jo-
ph Cro*ise.

5- " What
Christianity

Riley Flora.

iw can we Avoid Drifting into the
Popular Current of the World?"—D. A. Naff
W. Riner.J. H.Graybiil.
'. "The Church: What is it; its Object and
m?"—S. Crumpacker, A. B. Duncan and

Abram Frantz.

One hour will be devoted to each subject;
fifteen minutes to assigned speakers, five min-
tes to all others. We urge that all ministers
tlend and be prepared to say something on
ach subject, and if any assigned speaker can-

'
L

present he should secure some one to
take spla,

FALLEN * ASLEEP

RINEHART.-Near Centropolis, Franklin
Co., Kans., March 6, 1897, John Rinehart, aged
69 years, 11 months and 17 days. Deceased
was a member and elder in the Old Orde:
Brethren church. He leaves a wife and ;

number of relatives. Funeral discourse b}

the Old Order Brethren from 2 Tim. 4: 7.

James T.Kinzik.

SWARNER.— In the Bear Creek church, Jay
Co., Ind., March 1, 1897, Bro. Philip Swj
aged 74 years, 8 months and 20 days,

aves a wife and six children, four having
receded him to their eternal home. Funeral
rvices by Bro. H. P. Garber.

Alice Garrer,

COURTNEY.—At Portland. Ind., Feb. 15,

97, Ona May Courtney, aged 22 years, 8

ontlis and 28 days. She leaves a husband
id an infant daughter. Funeral services by

Bro. H. P. Garber. Alice Garber.

HICKEY.—In the Whitesviile church, Mo.,

:b. 8, 1897, of.measles and pneumonia, Rufus
;vi, son of friend Wallace and Sister Anna

Hickey, aged 1 year, 6 months and 3 days.

Mollie L. Taylor.

HICKEY.—In the Whitesviile church, Mo.,
March 7, 1897, of measles and pneumonia,
vin Nelson, son of friend Wallace and Sister

una Hickey, aged 2 months and 7 days.

Mollie L. Taylor.

FOUTS.—In the Nettle Creek church, Ha-
gerstown, Ind., Feb. 27, 1897, sister Sarah
(Stawler) Fouts, aged 93 years, 4 months and
13 days. She was born Oct. 4, 1803, in Berks
County, Pa. At the age of about twenty years

ame, with her oldest sister, into Mont-
gomery County, Ohio. About eight years later

as married to Jesse Fouts. There were
to them five children, two of whom are

yet living. In about 1838 she, with her hus-

band, joined the Brethren church. On July 15,

she was bereaved of her husband. Fu-
neral services by Eld. Lewis W. Teeter, assist-

ed by Eld. Abraham Bowman, from 2 Pet.

11. Ida E. Teeter.

SNYDER.—Near Eglon, W. Va., March 2,

97, of measles, Mrs. Susan SnyderT>'^ Glass),

ife of John Snyder. She leaves a husband
and eight children. Two children preceded

:r to the other shore. Rachel Weimer.

KIMMEL.— In the Plum Creek church,
rmstrong Co., Pa., Feb. 3, 1897, of diphtheret-

croup, Sadie Blanch, eldest daughter of Bro.
B. and Sister Ella Kimmel, aged 7 years and
nonths. Funeral services by the writer, from

Psa. 24: 1, d. A. Hetrick.
J

MYERS.— In the White Rock church, Jew-
ell Co., Kans., Feb. 18, 1897, Robert S. Myers.
infant son of Eld. S. J. and Mertie Myers, aged
8 months and 18 days. Funeral services by
A. C. Daggett, from 2 Kings 4: 26.

L. M. Hofp.

KIRKPATRICK. — In the English River
congregation, Iowa, Jan. 17, 1897, of scarlet

fever, Linnie H. Kirkpatrick, youngest daugh-
ter of Sister Fannie Kirkpatrick, aged 9
years, 10 months and 29 days.

S. F. Brower.

BEEGHLY—At the home of his daughter,

in Dayton, Ohio, Feb. 10, 1897, Bro. Elias

Beeghly, aged 8z years, 10 months and 29
days, Funeral services by the writer.

S. Horning.

HECKMAN.—Near Cerrogordo, 111., March
, 1897, John Heckman, aged 69 years, 9

months and 25 days. Deceased leaves an in-

valid wife and five children, six having pre-

ceded him into eternity. Funeral services

conducted by the Old Order Brethren, of which
lurch he was a member.

D.J. Blickenstaff.

WYRICK.— In Milford, within the bounds
of the Bethel congregation, Kosciusko Co,,

fnd., March 10, 1897, sister Mary Ann (Adams)
Wyrick, aged 54 years, 8 months and 8 days.

She was born in Preble County, Ohio, and was
joined in marriage to Frederick Wyrick. To
them were born three children. Only one, a

daughter, is still living. Sister Wyrick had
been quite ill for some time, and, just nineteen

days before her departure, her husband, going
for the doctor for her, was killed on the way
by a vicious colt. Thus there were only a few
days of separation to meet again. Funeral
services by the writer, assisted by Bro. Wm. B,

Neff, at the Union cemetery, Elkhart Co., Ind.

J. Henry Warstler.

BAKER.— In the bounds of the Snake
Spring church, Bedford Co., Pa., Chester H.

Baker, son of ]acob and Sophia Baker, aged 1

year, 11 months and 12 days. Funeral services

by Bro. J. B. Brumbaugh, assisted by Bro.

Wm. S. Ritchey. Elsie Snyder.

LUTZ.—In the Lower Stillwater church,

Ohio, Feb. 2, 1897, Bro, Frank Lutz, aged 30

years, 6 months and 18 days. Bro. Lutz grad-

ually sank away with that lingering disease,

consumption. He leaves a sorrowing widow
and four dependent children. Funeral serv-

ces by the home ministry.

BOWMAN.—In the same church, March 3,

897, Sister Balinda Bowman, daughter of Isaac

,nd Barbara Hyre, aged 80 years, 4 months
and 8 days. She was married to Bro. Benj.

Bowman, with whom she lived continuously at

over sixty years. She was one of a

family of eleven children, all of whom are now
1 over, except one brother, Abraham
of Indiana. She was the mother of ten

children, five of whom, with their father, now
past eighty-six years old, are left. Services

from Rev. 22: 14, by the home ministry.

L. A. Bookwalter.

FLICK.—In the Salem church, Montgomery
Co., Ohio, March 6, 1897, Sister Matilda Flick,

fe of William Flick {deceased) and daughter
of Bro, Joseph Gilbert (deceased) aged 46

and 7 months. Deceased was born in

Lancaster County, Pa., and came to this State

and County in the early part of her life. She

faithful worker in the church for many
years. She leaves no, children. Funeral serv-

es conducted by Eld, Jesse Kinsey and the

riter, from Luke 10: 42.

John H. Brumbaugh.

BAHNEY.-In the Roann church, near

Gilead, Ind., March 3, 1897, friend Jacob

Bahney, aged 75 years, 1 month and 5 days.

in marriage with Catharine Brum-
baugh, Sept. 27, 1847. To this union were

en children, seven of whom preced-

the spirit world, The widow,—*
faithful sister of the Brethren church,—and six

children mourn the loss of a kind husband and

ineral services by brethren David

and George Swihart, from Job 14: 10.

Joseph John.
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MYERS —In the bounds of the Lower Cum-
berland church, Pa., near Boiling Springs,

Miss Ann K.Myers, aged 68 years, 2 months
and 11 days. Services at the home of Bro.

Joseph VVebert, by the writer, from 2 Cor. 5:

1-3. Interment at the Trindle Spring ceme-
tery, near Mechanicsburg. H. Beeluan.

TEETER.—At their home, in Springfield,

Mo., March 10, 1807, of tonsilitis and mem-
braneous croup, Charles Perry, little son of
Bro. Perry and Sister Mattie Teeter, aged 4
years, q months and 10 days. He was a bright
little boy, and loved by all who knew him.
He was sick only five days. Funeral services

conducted by Bro. J. E. Barnhart, from Job
14: 10; I Cor. 15. Hattie E. Rbxroad.

CUPP.—At Sangerville, Va„ March 2, 1897,
Bro. Daniel Cupp, aged 66 years, 4 months
and 2 days. A. A. Miller.

GOCKLY.—In the Ephrata church, Lane:
ter Co., Pa., March 1, 1897, of consumptii
Bro. Manno Gockly, aged 21 years, 2 mont
and 18 days. Bro. Gockly leaves a young wife
with a little babe. Text, James 4: 14. Funer-

J. R. Royer.

KILHEFNER.-In the Ephrata church,
Lancaster Co., Pa., Feb. 28, 1897, of heart
failure, sister Katharine Kilhefner, aged 67
years, 2 months and 18 days. Deceased was
the widow of the late deacon, Jacob Kilhefner,
who died about six years ago. Sister Kilhef-
ner was very faithful. She leaves five daugh-
ters and four sons. Funeral services by our
home ministers.

J. R. Rover.

NEFF.— In the Washington Creek church,
Douglas Co., Kans., Feb. 24, 1897, Elizabeth
(Stutsman) Neff, aged 68 years, 3 months and
11 days. Deceased was an earnest and con-
sistent member of the Brethren church for
many years. Her husband died five years ago.
Since that time she has had her home with her
son-in-law (Weba Postma). Funeral services
by Win. Weybright, from 1 Thess. 4: 14.

I. L. Hoover.

KURTZ.—In the Springfield church. Sum-
mit Co., Ohio, Feb. 2, 1897, of lung fever,
Rena, daughter of Bro. Jacob and Sister Maria
Kurtz, aged 6 months and 26 days. Funeral
services by Eld. David Young.

Emma Mishler.
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Our Publications.

Children at Work—Weekly; welMUuu*
d; contains the Sunday school lesson, witl
cplaiiation, etc., adapted to the understanding
:
small children. No better publication can

be found lor the little boys and girls of our
Sunday schools.

: TI-

THE following is the in

Sunday School Helps, etc.

The (jospel Messenger. -

weekly,—published in the in

ren or German Baptist chu
recognized rrjurch organ.

crest nf the Breth-

ch and their only

Price. S1.50 per

ADVERTISEMENTS

-

TXTstrLted. I

The Young Disciple.—An illustrated week-
ly for the young. This is one of the most in-
teresting Sunday school papers published, and
should be used in all the schools within reach
of our people.

icoplai

Brethren's Family Almanac—Every fam
ily should have this Almanac; complete in ev
ery way. Price, per copy, 10 cents; special

s to energetic agents.

B. L. CARTER, Girard, 111., «»

Dry Goods, Shoes, Etc.

SAL!

FREE

James T. Quintan,

Sfiipning and Commission Merchant

cthren'e Quarterly—Prepared for all ad-
ed classes. It contains the lesson texl
a complete explanation of the lesso:

throughout. In preparing this quarterly w
keep constantly in view the needs ol to
Brotherhood, and aim to fully adapt it to thel

JKc

ANNOUNCEMENTS
DISTRICT HEETINQS.

Barred P. Rocks and White Wyandottes.

EGQ-S .Vt
';:

,

''*;":.-!
M

,"'.

'

, ''' ,

,!;'.
,""5,t,Sr

yet!:

Doctrinal Outlines

a book of 77 closely-printed pages that i

growing in favor wherever it is known. It is i

work for ministers, Sunday school workers ant
s, containing outlines on the following

Historical, Doctrinal, Missionary, Secret Soci
eties, Homiletics, Revivals, The Sunday School
The Home.

s highly prized in Smyrna. (See page 4)

of Messenger.) Order soon, as the numbei
hand is limited. Price, paper cover 11

ts; cloth, 25 cents, prepaid.

Brethren's Publishing Co.,

Mt. Morris. Ill

Juvenile Quruterly.-Prepared especially
ir the intermediate classes. This is one of the
eatest, and best illustrated quarterlies pub-

lished. The pictures are selected with great
care, and every lesson is illustrated. The little

folks are delighted with It.

single

IX c

Sunday School Supplies We keep any
thing that is used in Sunday school work.
Write us for prices on goods not adver-
tised here,

.amenta, flexible, red-edge, perdo.en. . .1 SB

SEED POTATOES ^^'i:;;,,™:.;;
1^.

Victor Headache Specific.

CURK™^^.S

nleK^fTEifCENf

Valley churcl

, Woodbury ch

Brethren's Sunday School Song Book.

Windsor
European Hotel,

TRIBUNE BLOCK,
45 to 153 Dearborc St, S. Gregstbn, Prop.

OHIOAGO, ILL.

fSSSSSmSKSi *""""' oad,,n•,u,
'

Jlnl

Sunday School Reward Cards Oar stock
of cards is large and presents a variety
in styles and prices so as to please all,

Please send ns a trial order and be con-

Horns Off!.

Baltimore City Church.

Sorlptor

Other Helps.—We are prepared to furnish
Bible Dictionaries, Commentaries, Maps, and
Bibles of every description. Always write us
before ordering elsewhere.

When ordering cards be sure to give num-
ber and price as well as the name, so that there
may be no mistake.

Bbbthrbh's Publishing Co.,

Mount Morris, 111,

Poems of a Decade
BY AIMLINE HOHF BEERY.

This volume of verse, fresh from the press,

is now ready for delivery. It contains 225 i6mo
pages, is artistically bound in red buckram and
silver, with latest portrait, and autograph writ-

ten in each copy. There are nine departments,

vis,: Through the Year; Ifccause of Love; In-

trospection; The Uplands; Apprenticeship; A
Rosary; The Red Calendar; On Occasions; and
The Child's Garden. Price of the book, post-

tid, one dollar. All orders should be sent to

e author, at Huntingdon, Pa., by whom they

11 be promptly filled, Send early, as the edi-

id is limited, 1213
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DISTRICT MKIiTlNciS.

LOVE FEASTS.

Mny Lai I' P. M., Wnlmil. Volley

...POT7ETH...

ANNUAL EXCURSION

Settlements in Nortli Dakota,

along the

Great Northern Railway.

$2.50 $10.50

From St. Paul From Chicago

Two Excursions in 1N1>7,

March 30,

April 6,

$2.50 from St. Paul

$10.50 from Chicago

FARMING

LANDS

Prairie Lands v'^,,^
J., mils will rjri-fr hf ilirnpcr (hurt Now is Your Opportunity to Move to

Central North Dakota.

FREE HOMESTEADS

LIGNITE COAL mined "On flu Soo L

BRETHRI N ",
'

HA LF FAREs !;;:; "';:::;
,

,

,

,!v,

1

,' '"&?&

Now Is Your Time..

"J

ELGIN jgg

GROERAfONCE

STOP TOBACCO

rsonnlly or by letter to

MAX BASS,

im South Clark St. Chicago, 111,

SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN,

Teeter's Commentary

Cloth Binding, two volumes,
Half Leather, two volumes,
Half Morocco, two volumes,

Excursion to North Dakota

.„Thi Northern Pacific Railway Company,

Special Excursion Trains of Free Col-

onist Sleeping Cars, which will

leave the Grand Central Depot

Chicago, (Cor. Harrison

St. and Fifth Ave.),

Wednesday, March 31,

Tuesday, April 6,

Yia the Chicago & Great Westehb

ami Northern Pacific Rail-

ways, and go through to

Carrington, - - North Dakota,

Without Change of Cars.

THIS TRAIN WILL LEAVE the Union De-

pot, St. Paul, Minn., on Thursday, April i,

and Wednesday, April 7. Chicago tc

Carrington, $10.50; St. Paul to Carrington

$2.50.

FREE COLONIST SLEEPERS will start from

points in Virginia, West Virginia and Pen

sylvania on Tuesday, March 30, and frc

points in Ohio, Indiana and Illinois .

Wednesday, March 31".

BE SURE TO START IN TIME to reach

Chicago on Wednesday evening, March

31, orTuesday evening, April 6. Ten or

more persons purchasing tickets at one

time and place in Virginia, West Virginia,

Maryland, Pennsylvania, Ohio,Indiana and

Illinois can secure a party rate of two

cents per mile to Chicago.

FREE COLONIST SLEEPERS will start frc

points in Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska, a

Iowa on Wednesday, March 31, so as

Paul on Thursday, April 1.

TWENTY OR MORE PERSONS purchasing

tickets together in Missouri, Kansas, Ne-

braska and Iowa can secure a pafty^Tate oi

OUR COLONIST SLEEPERS will be left on

\o at the dedication of the Gei

FOR FULL PARTICULARS, as well as for

application blanks, for tickets and for space

C. W. MOTT,
General ISmlgrntlun Agent, N. P. R'y Co.,

ST. PAUL, MINN.
WM. H. PH1PPS.

Send for Special Prices to Agtnts.

LANDSEEKERS' EXCURSIONS

New Brethren Colony

MOUNT MORRIS,
(Morrison County)

MINNESOTA,

At Greatly Reduced Rates

!

Lving Chicago on Alarch 31 and April 6,

1 sell Landseekers' Excursion Tickets

atly reduced rates, to Rice Station, the

1st point on the N. P. K. K. to the Mount
Morris Colony in Minnesota.

nn Chicago to Rice, special tickets

greatly reduced rates.

o cents per mile for parties of twejl

Mih.maw, Brethren Agent,

irn Exchange,- Minneapolis, Mil

. KocH.'st. Paul, Minn.

ALL ABOUT NEBRASKA.

illustrated pamphlet has recently been

published by the Chicago, Hmlmgton & Quiit-

cy R. R.. giving complete information about

the farm lands of Nebraska. Copies may be

bad, without charge, upon application to P. S.

Eustis, General Passenger Agent, Chicago,

The EUREKA Fence Posts.

HEMO PILE

Country Store for Sale

!

PERSIAN TABLOIDSFREE
I will for a short time mail any reader

,

of the Gospel Messenger one week s

trial treatment of the famous Persian
Tabloids Free ; or 8 weeks' treatment

for only Si.00.

Kidney, Live}; and Stomach
trouble, Rheumatism, Sick Headache,

Impure Blood and a depressed rundown
condition of the Nervous System caused

hy overwork and hot weather, immedi-

ately improved and speedily cured. _
I*

is a purely vegetable remedy, working

wonders with old and young in above

diseases. Address,
Dr. E. J. WORST, Ashland, Ohio,
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nity of the City of New York. It is

probably not generally known that this Mr. Webb
was at one time a minister in the Brethren church.
But such is reported to be the case. He hails from
St. Louis, and for a time served on the editorial
staff of the Si. Louis RtpiMican.
the number baptized when we had
city, and was soon afterwards elected to the ntin
istry. He preached with ability from the start
but the divorce difficulty seems to have figured it

his case, and he finally became separated from tht
church, with the results as stated

relation with the Mohammedan
not the first man to have accepted the Gospel in

•n his back on Christianity, though
ho have made such a far-reaching
lid that his election to the minis-

try was unanimous, but it must have been one of
these elections in which the Spirit did not figure,
or if he did, he was not able to keep in touch with
the man. Mr. Webb is likely to make life a fail-
ure all around.

nong

regard to his

full, and the

n'stake

^-EDITORIAL i MISCELLANY-**

We certainly sympathize with the hundreds of
people who are changing locations this week, es-
pecially those in the extreme North, and the North-
west. When we went to press with our last is-

, the snow all

Iron
part of the North

1 feet deep, and further north it was
still deeper. The winter has been an unusually
severe one. The quantity of snow in the North-
west is probably unprecedented. In places it is

repo'rted to have drifted to the height of sixteen
and twenty feet. The spring is late, and large
snow-covered areas still remain, and it will be some
weeks before the warm rays of the sun can remove
it. Old settlers, and well-to-do people residing in
these sections, are not likely to suffer much, for
they are, in a measure, prepared for it, but we

suffering among the emigrants will be very
:hose who have never had the experience,
t the trials that must be endured by these

who are seeking homes that they
n. And while we sympathize with
uffering, hardships and privations,

1
for their bravery, and trust that

'hey will soon be amply rewarded for their trials
and hardships.

A few years ago there was a little stir in this
country, concerning a Mr. Webb, who undertook to
introduce Mohammedanism. He had spent some
years among the Mohammedans in the East, ac-
cepted their religion and worked into the good
8'aces of the well-to-do, so that they furnished him
money to open up a mission in New York, and to
"en publish a paper known as the Mohammedan
*<"«. A mosque in the city is also in contem-

I

Potion for the six hundred believers in the Koran,
"1 this country, most of whom are said to be living '

The pending arbitration treaty negotiations be-
tween the United States and England seem to be
resulting in good among other nations. It is re-
ported that in Norway a committee of nine have
been appointed for the purpose of considering the
question of negotiating treaties of arbitration with
other nations. Switzeiland is also said to have ar-
bitration treaties in view. France is also thought
to be seriously considering the advisability of en-
tering into such a treaty with some of the more ad-
vanced nations, and the United States in particu-
lar. We look for this sentiment to spread until
all the leading nations of earth will be united by
treaties of arbitration, and then there will be some
showing for the disbanding of the great standing
armies, and making a better use of the large navies.
The weapons of warfare are becoming so com-
plete and destructive, that few nations are willing
to engage in a conflict if it can be possibly avoided.
Besides this, the people are becoming better in-

formed, and reason for themselves that it is cruel
for men to stand up and shoot each other down
just because of a little grievance.

iding the

e supper

>f the young

lin in a fashionable parlor,
of the deacons of the church played the part
uctionecr, and auctioned off the feet to the

h purchaser having the privilege of
sessor of the feet he purchased to
anged for the occasion. Not one
en had the manhood to object to

the proceedings, but each bid freely, and thus con-
siderable money was raised for the church, There
are people who will scoff at the idea of feet
washing as a religious rite, and then engage in just
such work as this feet auction business for the
benefit of the church of which they are members.
It is a disgrace to the cause of Christianity that
such proceedings are tolerated in the name of our
holy religion. It is this kind of conduct that
brings Christianity into bad repute among sensi-
ble people who are not members of any church.

good deal of nonsense finds its

papers, concerning the Breth-

porters incorrectly

"Dunkcrs."

Of late yea:

way into the I

ten, or " Dunkard:

designate us. It should be written
Late reports originate from the large body of emi-
grants that meet in Chicago this week, ra route for
North Dakota and other parts of the North and the
West. The reporters pick up all the information
concerning our people they can get hold of, and
while many things said are to our credit, others are
very much against us,—in fact a decided injury.
There is a tendency to make too much of peculiar-
ities that do not exist. For instance the Chicago
Record, of recent date, says: " By long custom the
Dunkards are agriculturists. No storekeepers,
mechanics or professional men spring from their
society. All the sons are trained for farming and
the old homestead cannot be partitioned among
them." " No consistent brother removes his head-

great.

hardy pic

can call the

we commend the

In what is known as Chinatown, Ne
heathen temple, where the Chinamen i

the heathen God, with as much freedoi

enjoyed in any part of China. It is

less than 8,000 people worship in this

will thus be seen that the heathen 1

coming to 1

York, is a

urship Joss,

as may be

tid lhat not

temple. It

iot only

th themI that they are bringing
their idols, and erecting temples for heathen wor-
ship. There was a time when heathen idolatry was
unknown in this country, but that is not the case
now. There are several Chinese temples in the
United States, and one or more dedicated to the
worship of Buddha. In New York a Mohammedan
temple is projected. These indicate no inroads
on Christianity, but they do show that other re
ligions, besides ours, are spreading, and extra ef
forts are needed to counteract the influence.

pie while eating." Wl our people are
jwn such r eports will be passed by with a snlilr,

bu in other localities th nisre presentation will
pla s at a disadvantage In proportion to our
nu nbe rs we probably have ny members en-
;nged n othe r pursuits, a* ide fro n farming, as arc
found mong the Baptists, Di. cipl s or Method sts
Fa mir g is by no means a )CC ty with us, h ow-

me religious

of propriety,

There are times when
seem to lose all their sen

the name of religion, will

ly unbecoming, respectable men and worn
stated that in one of the eastern churche
of young people conducted an auction
order to gather money for religious purr,

was one in which the feet of the young wt
ured. About two dozen young women
members, invited the same number of yo

peopk
and, ir

en fig-

church

ever honorable the business may be, nor do we
want to impress the public in that way, for the rea-
son that the Gospel is intended for all people in ev-
ery honorable vocation in life, and its claims should
not be narrowed down to the farming class, any
more than any other one class. To have such im-
pressions about us go out into the world does us a
great injury. As for not removing the hat during
meals, everybody ought to know that there is not
one word of truth in it. We appreciate the news-
paper reports, relating to the Brethren and their
doctrine, but we greatly regret to have these mis-
representations spread over the country.

In a communication from India, under date of
March 5, Bro. Stover writes us that the plague has
reached Bulsar, and that out of one hundred
and twenty-eight cases reported, eighty-eight have
proved fatal. His notes from Bulsar, which will

appear in our next issue, will be read with interest.

People are still fleeing from Bombay on account of
the plague, and by this time very few are left.

While the calamity is to be deplored, it may re-

sult in giving the natives more confidence in the
Christian religion, for they can readily see that the
assistance rendered them is coming almost exclu-
sively from the Christian people.



AFTER THE STORM.

Moonlight, and shore and ocean slumber presl,

Repose all limitless and boundless peace.

Nature's calm pulse-beat, breathing pain's surcca?

Tell to the list'ning night her dreamless rest.

And thou, my heart, canst thou not too find rest?

The gray old ocean, all forgetful, sleeps

Above the dead entombed in his deeps;

Remorseful thoughts shake not his heaving breast

ore sweet than thou couldst give,

i], remember thou the voice

irging waves with " Peace! be still."

ry struggle; bow thy will;

His will,—be this thy choice,

—Stella Ihwall.
He knoweth best

SINLESS PERFECTION.

E. BRUBAKE

"For I know that in me [that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no

good thing,"—Rom. 7: 18.

As disciples of Christ, and as teachers and stu-

dents of the Bible, no doubt we all have learned

that one of the deep and hard things to understand

and teach clearly, is, as to "what relation the flesh

sustains to the spirit, or the new man, after conver-

failure of the new convert de-

pends much upon a proper knowledge of the di-

vine plan, in the scheme of redemption. This

point of doctrine, i. e., the relation of the flesh to

the spiritually made alive in Christ is an important

There seem to be two widely different theories

taught and believed in the world, on this vital sub-

ject. The first is "that at regeneration a progress-

ive work of sanctification is begun in the heart by

the power of the Holy Spirit, which will continue

until all the evil nature of the fitsh is entirely re-

moved in this present life,"

Those who hold this view, in order to be con-

sistent with the theory, are found, later on, de-

claring to their fellow man, "Thanks be unto God,

I can now say I am wholly sanctified and delivered

from the evil desires of the flesh, and have no more

temptations to sin,"

The second theory, or rather, I may say, the

teaching of the divine Scriptures on this subject

seems to be, that " at regeneration the Holy Spirit

and the Word of God, through heart obedience

thereto, implant a new nature, — Christ formed

within,—and these mighty forces, set up to reign

in the heart, do not, indeed, change the nature of

the flesh, but do give power and life and energy

to the believer, to overcome the flesh, and bring

it into subjection, but the unchangeable nature of

the flesh is still left to wage a life conflict."

That this second view is the true one, seems evi-

dent from Paul's clear, stated experiences, in the

text heading this essay, " I know that in me, that is

in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing."

Again, in verses 21, 22, 23, we have this, " I find

then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is pres-

ent with me, For 1 delight in the law of God aft-

er the inward man: But I see another law in my
members, warring against the law of my mind, and
bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which
is in my members,"

Again, says Paul, "So fight I, not as one that

beateth the air; but I keep under my body, and
bring it into subjection." 1 Cor. 9: 23, 24.

One of two things must be true of such state-

ments,—either Paul was fighting an imaginary foe,

who, he thought, was still lurking in his fleshly

body, or, secondly, he had actually experienced

the fact that, although regenerated, the nature of

the flesh was left, against which he was waging in-

cessant conflict.

But that none might misapprehend him, and con-

clude that a Christian might find an excuse to
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"live after the flesh," i. e. t gratify its desires, he

declares that "they which live after the flesh shall

die, but if ye through the Spirit (Holy Spirit) do

mortify the deeds of the body ye shall live," Rom.

8: 13.

Unless the child of God has clear and definite

views on this subject, he or she will, sooner or lat-

er, enter into perplexing doubts, and spiritual un-

certainty. To the heart that, through mistake,

clings to the idea that sanctification must remove

every vestige of the evil inclinations of the flesh,

the experience comes by and by when they set

about earnestly, to "deny themselves of ungodli-

ness and worldliness and to live soberly, and right-

eously in this present world," that they have veri-

ly a lurking foe, that disputes and contests the dic-

tates of the Holy Monitor on the throne of the

heart.

At this pomt of the experience of the new con-

vert, with false views or imperfect teaching on this

subject, the heart is in danger of being driven to

abandon hope and confidence in its regeneration;

and finally yield to the dictates and suggestions of

sin, or timorously seek a second regeneration at

the next "revival season," to get a new start and

make a new resolve " never to sin again;" only to

be again disappointed. But let the newly-born

convert start out with the correct knowledge, that,

although the new nature, Christ formed within, and

the Holy Spirit and Word of God in the heart, do

not change the nature of the flesh, but only give

power and energy to overcome the flesh and keep

it in subjection, such an one will be found "watch-

ing unto prayer," whereby he will soon recognize the

most dangerous and insidious foe to be still dwell-

ing within his own fleshly body, and when this aw-

ful fact is comprehended, he will not, tike the sim-

ple, unsuspecting Abner, of olden time, allow him

self to be led off to a side quietly, by a deadly foe,

under the guise of friendship, to be smitten under

the fifth rib, but, rather, Paul-like, he will be con-

stantly on the alert, to " keep under [the evil pro-

pensities] of the body."

That the work of sanctification is set up in the

heart as a progressive work, at regeneration, to pur-

ify and fit the' believer for the Master's use, is cer-

tainly taught in the Gospel, but that he will finally

arrive at the state of perfection when he can truth-

fully say, "I know that in me, that is in my flesh,

there dwelleth no evil lusts and propensities," is a

delusion and a snare.

One of the saddest little experiences in my boy-

hood days was on a day when my wise and good

mother killed a pet wolf that I prized very highly.

From a tiny little thing I had trained and educated

him; with a special view of eliminating all of the

wolfnature. He did very well when under the con-

stant eye of watchfulness, but no sooner than left

to himself he would raid the poultry yard and sati-

ate the old appetite, and even mother's patience

could endure no longer. No, my dear fellow sol-

dier of the cross, let us be fully persuaded that we

can never, with safety, while in the present life,

take our watchful eye of vigilance off that "old

Panther, Iowa,

THE OLD AND THE YOUNG PREACHER COMBINED.

Recently a selected article appeared in the Mes-
senger, under the title of " Old Preachers or Young
Preachers," which contained some excellent ad-

vice to the ministry, but the article is lacking in

one essential feature, namely the advantage of the

" old sermons to the new ones."

In the article referred to we have the following:

" If the pastor continues to make new, studious ser-

mons each week, he will continue to be fresh and

interesting, while, if he fail to do so, he will rapidly

decline in mental power,"

This paragraph teaches that all old sermons must

be discarded, and that each sermon, in order to be

interesting, must be absolutely new. This state-

ment, in its unqualified sense, does not accord with

April 3, 1897,

our experience and observation; neither does it ac-

cord with the teaching of Christ. Christ teaches

the following in Matt. 13: 52, "Therefore every

scribe which is instructed unto the kingdom of

heaven, is like unto a man that is an householder

which bringeth forth out of his treasure things new
and old." Here Christ teaches the importance of

the old, as well as of the new.

Our experience teaches us that the same old

text, and the same old notes, on the same old sub-

ject, with a new " filling in," may be used with in-

terest, to the same congregation, repeatedly. By
the phrase, " new filling in," we mean new thoughts

substituted for some of the old ones. At each de-

livery of the same discourse, part of the old ser-

mon is carried along, and part of it is substituted

by something new that is better. This makes a

thorough and interesting minister. If the sermons

must be always wholly new, the minister will fail to

become thorough, rich and masterly in any of them.

A certain great lecturer, after delivering a very

interesting lecture, was asked how long it took him

to prepare the lecture? His answer was, "Twen-
ty years." The probability is that, during those

twenty years, he delivered the same lecture hun-

dreds of times, and at each delivery there were

some additions and subtractions until the lecture

was wrought up to a high state of perfection.

What was true of the lecturer, is equally true of

the minister. At each delivery of the same ser-

mon there ought, first, to be a recasting of the

whole subject in the minister's mind. Thus the

sermon will be always edifying and instructive,

even if it does have some of the old clothes on.

By the above remarks we do not mean that the

minister should not study to be wholly new in

many of his discourses. He should be so, as much
as his ability and circumstances will permit, but we
do mean that success in the ministry does not de-

pend on being always new in every feature of a

discourse. That the old, in part, is very helpful to

the new, in many discourses, is evident. It gives

ease in delivery, and proficiency to the ministry,

Lordsburg, Cal.

HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE.

Jesus said to the Jews, " Search the Scriptures;

for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they

are they which testify of me." John 5: 39.

Paul, addressing a young minister, said, "Study

to show thyself approved unto God." 2 Tim. 2: 15.

We shall, then, select as our motto, " Search, study,"

Just how this may be done, to the best advantage,

considering our present opportunities, is the prob-

lem for present solution:

1. Read the Bible through. Every one should

read the Bible through, at least once, in the order in

which we find the book arranged. Do not hasten

to turn over leaves, as if you were eager to

earn the credit of having read the Bible through.

Seek rather the advantage of such a reading. Read

carefully and endeavor to catch the main thought of

the narrative,

2. Devotional Readings. One's daily devotional

readings may be selected at random, using the por-

tions of Scripture especially devotional, as the

Psalms. I have thought, however, that better re-

sults might be obtained from following some sys-

tem. The daily readings, recommended for the In-

ternational Sunday School Lessons, offer such a

system. These will serve the double purpose of

preparing for devotion, and for the following Sun-

day's lesson. See Brethren's Quarterly for these

daily readings.

3. Read by Books. Each book of the Bible is in

some sense a unit, and may be studied apart from

the rest. First, read in a general way, seeking the

general thought of the book. If it be a historical

book, as Genesis or Acts, the general thought will

be the thread of history of God's people, which

runs through the narrative. Read again, geograph-

ically. Trace on a map all places mentioned and

associate the history element of the book with
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these
places. Better still, draw a map, markin

locations, journeys, etc. Read a third time, noti

the persons Vfho figure prominently in the na

;e, and observe how the connected stories <

their lives make up the historical narrative, F<

example, the biographies of Abraham, Isaac, Ja-

cob, Joseph, Moses, Joshua, Samuel, Saul, Davie

nd Solomon, are the great links in the chain o;

nearly a thousand years' sacred history. Read <

fourth time to study the customs and manners o:

|jfe of the people, whose history is given. Onc<

more read to observe the great teachings concern

r God's character and man's duty to God,—th<

trims of the book. To recapitulate, read his

jcalty, geographically, biographically, arch;eolog

|ly, and doctrinally.

j. Study by Words. There are many great and

mprehensive words in the Bible. The book of

Romans alone contains about twenty of these great

ords. As samples of the kind of words meant,

DOte the following: Sin, righteousness, faith, re-

pentance, redemption, atonement, salvation, life

grace, truth, law, commandment, justification, sane-

location. With your concordance and reference

prosecute a study of these words, and yoi

: led into the very heart of the Bible and

imong its richest treasures.

5. Chronological Study. Chronological study of

the Bible is a study of its events in the order in

hich they occurred. Everything in the Bible is

ither history of God's people or literature pro-

duced at some period in that history, Genesis, Ex-
Joshua, Judges, are chiefly history. Psalms

md Proverbs are literature belonging to certain

of Bible History. In the New Testament,

Acts is historical,—the history of the founding of

churches and the spread of Christianity. Many of

Ihe epistles were letters to those churches and to

individual Christian workers,—in other words, lit-

erature of the Apostolic Age. Chronological study

is very fruitful for the understanding and apprecia-

tion of the progress of God's revelation of himself

to man. The International Sunday School Les-
sons are arranged, for the most part, chronologic-

ally. Just now we are studying the history of the

apostolic church, and a blessed study it is. When
t come to Paul's missionary journeys, let each
ie draw a map with the journey lines connecting
Ithe places visited by Paul. Of course the map
ill be only a help, and not an end in itself; but you
II find it a real help. Try it!

This is a lesson on methods, method being the
anner of doing a thing. But the more important

tiling is the doing. Please do not forget the motto,
Search, study"

McPIwrson, Kans. *

OUR HOME MINISTERS.

'

J-

ink we ought to do more in the way of help-
' home ministers, and all should endeavor to

taate a deeper sentiment in that direction. Is it

'tall unjust for them to reap our carnal things, aft-
:[ they so diligently labor to supply us with spir-

al things? We remember that, when Christ sent

twelve forth to preach, he said unto them,
reely ye have received, freely give." Although
said this to the apostles, it applies just as forci-

Jv to us to-day. Not all are called to preach,
foist says, " Freely give." Indeed the ministers

give freely, but does the laity give freely?
*ny of our preachers are poor men and have to

lb°r hard for a livelihood. Through the week
ev toil arduously. Only the evenings are given
Crn to prepare for preaching.

makes no difference how a minister may feel

vh
ls exPect^d t0 discharge the duty to

ij

tllch he has been called. There is no rest for
His work on Sunday is often harder than

J% in the field. This is not the intention of
tbfi

Lord. H, Hn« ,

that

Christ gave to us the Gospel without money and
without price, therefore it is a free Gospel, but if

we, as the laity, do not aw;

duty, and make an effort to enable our ministers to

preach the Gospel, in all its renovating pi

every creature, it does appear as though it ceases
to be free any longer to those who never hear
preached unto them. Just think of the many who
are hungering and thirsting for preaching
locality, but are deprived of it because th

ters are not financially able to go and give it to

them!

In Luke 11:46 Christ pronounces a woi

lawyers, because they laid burdens upon n

were grievous to be borne, and would not so muc
as touch these burdens with one of their finger

Brethren, can we not see a similarity between thi

circumstance and the way we treat our ministers

Is there an equality in this?

Paul, speaking of the Macedonians, says, " For I

mean not that other men be eased and ye bur-

dened," neither does Christ to-day. Furthermore
it is too much of a task for them to provide for

their families

they should. Reason and observation teach that

when a man's mind is too much divided it will not
at all times serve him as it should. We believe ii

giving the Lord the best, for he always exacts it

but if a man works through the day until he be

comes tired, and then gives what is left to th.

Lord's cause, he is not doing this. He is giving to

the Lord only a remnant of his strength.

Brethren, give this thought a just consideration

we think it well di

Fredonia, Kans

THE THIRD HEAVEN OR PARADISE.

" I knew .1 man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whetb
er in the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I can

not tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught up to the third

heaven. And I knew such a man, (whether in the body,

out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) How that h
was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words
which is not lawful [marginal reading, ' possible ' ] for a mai

,3.4.

The question is, What, and where is this third

heaven? I answer, " It is the heaven or paradise

where God, the Father resides, the eternal rest and

sweet home of the soul." Well, then, what is th<

first heaven? It is the first period of Christ's king-

dom,—the church,—for we have been translated

from the kingdom of darkness,—the world,—into
the kingdom of his dear Son. Col. 1; 13. But
how? By faith, repentance, and baptism,—by
change of mind, brought about by a conviction of

having done wrong, leading to a change of conduct

(repentance). " For by one Spirit are we all bap-

tized into one body, the church." 1 Cor. 12: 13.

Christ is the head of the body, the church. Col.

1: 18. Thus, if a man be in Christ, "he is a new
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all

things are become new." 2 Cor. 5: 17. This lan-

guage would seem to imply that his desires are

changed, his hopes are changed, his affections are

changed, his enjoyments are changed; the society

he formerly disliked, he now loves; the worship he

once despised he now enjoys. Through the power
of the Gospel believers are made to " sit together

in heavenly places in Christ Jesus." Eph. 2: 6.

This is the Christian's highest enjoyment in this

life, and, by faithful continuance in well-doing, he

presses onward and upward, toward the mark, " for

the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus."

Philpp. 3: 14. He thus "purifies his soul in obey-

ing the truth through the Spirit, unto unfeigned

love of the brethren." 1 Pet. I: 22. By faithful

adherence and obedience to the requirements of

the Gospel of Christ he works himself up to the

standard of a perfect man, unto the measure "of
the stature of the fulness of Christ." He is fitted

and prepared to enter into the second heaven, or

millennial reign of Christ.

What the employment will be in that period, I

am not fully prepared to say, It will be time

enough to learn that when we get there. Perhaps
we will all be privileged and provided with free
passes to go to Jerusalem to worship, for all I

know. The all-important thing for me is to be
prepared to go, when the Lord comes,—when "he
shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God."
t Thess. 4: 16.

During the second period we will be fitted and
prepared for the third heaven,—the sweet home of
the soul. But how about those unspeakable word»>
which were not lawful or possible for man to ut-

ter? My opinion is, that the things Paul heard
and saw, could not be endured, or understood, or
enjoyed by men in this mortal body, for they are
too glorious, too celestial for man in this terrestrial

body, but when this terrestrial shall be changed to

that celestial body, fashioned like unto his glo-

rious body, then we shall be able to stand before
God, and enjoy his celestial glory. Those celestial

bodies will not be ours, until we reach that celes-

tial world,—the third heaven.

Fristoe, Mo.

MISSIONS.-HOW TO MAKE THEM A SUCCESS.

It will, perhaps, be admitted by most of our
readers, that the work of missions is one among
the first duties commanded the Christian church
by its Founder,—the Lord Jesus Christ. It will

further be admitted that, in some of its aspects, it

has, until recent years, received very little atten-

tion by us as a people. Now, that this branch of

Christian work is being fully recognized, and in-

corporated into our line of church work, we want
to be prepared to supply the means necessary to

make it a success. It is the purpose of this article

to speak of it in a general way, whether applied to

missions at home or abroad, local or foreign, and

to point out some of the many things necessary

1. The missionary (any one called to preach or

teach the Gospel) must be sent of God and called

to the work or charge by the church. Acts 6: 3;

1 Tim. 3: 1-7; Rom. 10: 14, 15. Failure in mission

work never can be attributed to the man himself,

if he possess the above qualifications, but must, of

necessity, be found in some other cause; hence the

necessity of the missionary possessing such en-

dowment.

2. Besides being thus highly qualified, to make
his work the more successful, the missionary should

be relieved, as far as possible, from worldly care, I

Tim. 4: iz-J.6, Please read this quotation and

note, " Give thyself wholly to them; " then the pro-

priety of the above will appear.

3. While the above qualifications will insure suc-

cess, yet good work may be done and measurable

success had, by men of less attainments. To illus-

trate: not every one is suited to every place.

While mission work, in general, is the same in all

places, yet, what may be an expedient in one case

may not be in another, and the means employed

with success in rural districts, may, and, indeed,

are very apt to prove a failure in city missions.

An evangelist, even, may accomplish grand things

in rural districts, but be an entire failure in the

city, and the sooner we take cognizance of these

facts, the better for the cause of missions among

4. The missionary must be relieved from finan-

cial embarrassment. No mission will result in per-

manent success when the missionary is compelled,

by sheer necessity, to become involved in debt to

the extent that he can not meet his obligations

promptly, (a) Because he becomes discouraged.

(b) Because, when he cannot do so, the people find

it out and, whether he is willing and would gladly

do so, or not, somehow the people lose confidence

in him because he cannot. \c) Because it prevents

him from procuring such helps, books, etc., as may

be necessary in the case, (d) Because it is the

teaching of the Bible that he should be so relieved.

1 Cor. 9: 3-14; Luke 10: 7; Gal. 6: 6; I Tim. 5: 17,

18.
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defined ph

means to b

miliary (one selected to take charge

) should be furnished with a clearly-

of the work he is expected to do,

;mployed, manner in which the work

is to be prosecuted, etc., with the privilege, in

emergencies, to use such means (in his judgment

not conflicting with the Gospel) as will produce

the best results, and no fears need be entertained

from such privilege, when proper care is had in

the selection of the one who is to define work.

6. When it is thought proper to open a mission at

any given point, permanency should characterize

the work from the beginning. By this is meant, if

the money that is spent by way of traveling expens-

es, rents, etc, were spent in procuring a permanent

residence, parsonage, or in some way to help the mis-

sionary to an independence in living, better results

would be accomplished.

Such parsonage or business might be owned by

the Mission Board or church that originally pur-

chased it. Then, in case of a discontinuance of the

mission, the projectors would have the proceeds of

such property, which would very likely be as much

as the original cost, whereas, as it now is, we are

spending hundreds of dollars in traveling, rents,

and support of the missionary, and at the end have

nothing, financially at least, to show for it. This

does not occur to the writer to be a wise finan-

cial policy, nor to the best interest of mission work

among us. Our people will contribute more freely

to the cause of missions when they see that the wis-

est possible financial policy is adopted.

Then, again, people are more easily won over to a

thing that has the appearance of permanency.

7. Suppose, to illustrate the foregoing, some

church needs a resident minister. They donate and

purchase a farm or business (consistent with the

ministerial office, of course); then make a call for a

minister upon condition that the farm or business

is his, to have and to hold to his use so long as he

is content to labor with and for said church, and

upon his death or resignation said farm or business

is to revert to the original donors. Such proced-

ure would give many of our churches efficient min-

isters, who, under the present system, have to be

neglected.

it. The foolishness of this world can

n-sick soul. Isaiah says, "Though

i scarlet, they shall be white

though they be red like they shall be

of Zi<

given

: very haughty,

about their ch

3: 19, but, set

e beautiful but

AnThe daught

unpleasant picture

bracelets, mufflers, et

against this picture, w
pie picture of Mary anointing the Savior. This

teaches us humility.

Some one has said, " A room full of pictures is a

room full of thoughts." Let pleasant pictures of

all that is pure, true, and just, be ours to enjoy!

Midilletown, Pa.

"LIBERTY OR INDEPENDENCE.- WHICH IS IT?"

BY ALBERT HOLLINGER.

Thf. church is severely censured by members and

those who oppose her for interfering with their

Christian liberty. If this be true, the church is

greatly in error. Christ intended the church should

defend the cause of liberty. It is upon the church

that liberty must rest for defense and support. I

Tim. 3: 15. To be guilty of opposing something

grand and glorious,—the very object of our Sav-

's suffering and death,—must greatly offend our

vine Master. With God and Jesus Christ, liber-

in all the fullness of its perfection, dwells, and

it to the exclusion of all possibilities of evil.

:nce liberty is perfect, and to oppose it is fighting

; very best and greatest power in heaven and in

am rejecting the guide thereto I Evidently then

something wrong, if I am not in unison with the

church in her principles of non- conformity. Le

ask ourselves the question, Why do we oppose

principles of the church on dress and in our general

appearance? What is it that prompts us to take

this independent course? Is it not the desire
,

the flesh? Is it not to gratify the flesh and please

the world ? What else can it be>

Some tell us we must pattern after the custom of

the world, in order to be respected, but this is

true. Our brethren a

order of the church, ii

are very highly respe

and are regarded as

ionable people neve

who dress in the orde

They concede at oncf

God, and if our life, ii

the plain dressing, re(

would be a power ii

sters who conform to the

ss or general appearance,

in both city and country

iistent Christians. Fash-
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iChri

child.,

,
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uired by the Brotherhood, we

the han

1 the )us liberty

after the
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ns of our wealthy brethren, that

1 long after they have gone to

away.

policy

with good results.

use of the means

might speak for thi

their reward.

By many this article will likely be read am

placed upon the shelf of forgetfulness, but, by th'

close observer, the principles it contains will b.

found to be in use in those missions that are most

il. We have no time nor means to throw

.et us hasten to adopt the best means at

nand to do the work committed to us.

PLEASANT PICTURES -Ha. a: 16.

Isaiah, the great prophet, illustrates his prophe

cies in beautiful, thrilling word-pictures. He speaki

of the ships of Tarshish, sailing up and down thi

yEgean Sea, the cedars of Lebanon, that are high am
lifted up. We are told of the oaks of Bashan, o

high towers, and fenced walls. Before our eyes an

brought the magnificent temples of the land of the

Philistines.

The city of Tyrus was a " perfect beauty."

F.zekiel 2. " The ships of Tarshish did sing of thee

in thy market, and thou wast replenished and made

very glorious in the midst of the seas." The

benches in the ships were made of ivory, the sails

were made of fine linen with embroidered work

from Egypt,—blue and purple,—and they traded in

all kinds of riches, silver and spices, as well as all

precious stones and gold, but God
with their wickedness, and Tyrus

in the midst of the sea."

The return of the " prodigal son

picture in this, that, after having b.

displeased

destroyed

pleasant

weary of

the fashions and gaieties of this life, he comes

earth.

" All power is given unto me in heaven and in

earth." Can it be that our Brotherhood is guilty of

so great a crime? Let us investigate the charge.

Is the church defending liberty or offering it?

True liberty requires law. There can be no liberty

without law. " If ye continue in my word then are

ye are my disciples indeed and ye shall know the

truth and the truth shall make you free." John 8:

31, 32. Here we have truth as the only guide to

liberty, and if true liberty requires a law for its

guidance, it is evident that liberty and indepen-

dence are not the same.
" When we speak of liberty (says a French writ-

er) we mean a force which develops itself in con-

formity with certain laws." Christ was subject to

the law of God. " The words which ye hear are

not mine, but the Father's which sent me." John

14: 24. " I have given unto them the word which

thou gavest me." John 17: 8. When we speak of

independence, we mean a kind of liberty which de-

velops itself independently of the laws which ought

to govern it. Therefore liberty and independence

arc not the same.

Now the question is, " What do those who cen-

sure the church want? Is it liberty or indepen-

dence?" The greatest difficulty seems to be on

the question of non-conformity,—principally in re-

gard to dress. Who is to blame that the church

and her members are not united on this question?

What does Truth (which is the guide to liberty)

demand, on the subject of dress? The answer is

plain, " Modest apparel." We are not to be con-

formed to the world. We are not to fashion our-

selves as in our unconverted state. We are not to

gold and costly array but that which becom-

eth godly persons. Does the church require any

of her members than this? She is bound to

defend the Truth, She is a pillar and ground of the

Truth.

Who has the right to say what is plain, modest

apparel, not in fashion with the world,—the general

Brotherhood, or a few members, here and there?

Did Christ give the church any authority? Does

he not command her to defend the truth and pro-

tect her members, keeping them from straying

back into bondage? Surely she is responsible (she

is our mother, Gal. 4: 26). Just think of how we

treat her! O precious mother, how can I wrong

thee and reject the principles so dear to thee!

Truth says, 1 shall not conform to the world.

Now, how can I be seeking perfect liberty, while I

bringing souls from bondage

of the Gospel.

Again; we are told we must inclii

world, to meet with success in the cilie

been proven to be untrue. We have city churches

which, while living up to these principles, pro!

per, and have power with God and man. Suppoi

ing we do gain in numbers more rapidly by follow-

ing after the world, how about the Truth that is to

free us? Where are we, when inclining after the

world and its vanities? Are we not in bondage?

Surely, the world and the flesh ha

us! Cast out the bondwoman and her son, for they

shall not be heirs with the sons of liberty.

We are not the children of the flesh but of the

ious liberty of the kingdom of God. Give me

ty, such as angels enjoy! How do we account for the

perfect liberty of the holy angels? Does it no

arise from their conformity to the laws of heavei

from the fulness of light which they enjoy, whic

surrounds them and in which they dwell? This is

light so pure, so bright, as to exclude even the po:

sibility of darkness or error. Crucify the flesh, deny

yourself, follow the gui

will be yours to enjoy.

Washington, D. C.

1 this 1 ; liberty

WAYSIDE WORDS.

JOHN ROYER.

" He talked with us by the wayside."—Luke 2

Words spoken by the wayside are not always

like the sower's seed, which birds find and devour.

Some of our Lord's deepest sayings—words thatj

are still aliye, and will outlive all time, were s|

with but one to hear. Some of his mightiest '

were wrought in the presence of only three witness-

es, and they were solemnly charged to tell no »>

what they had seen, until Jesus had finished his

course. Nevertheless his wayside words consti-j

tuted a part of his divine mission.

Our wayside words constitute a very import!"'

part of our lives, as Christians. Jesus never spoke

or wrought as if he must watch his opportunity,

and wait for the best time. Let us follow the ste|

of the Master, as he goes about do „

catch the impress of his character, from wha

says when few are present to hei

tice his decorum when there is the least appeal

of plan or order in his mighty works.

As the private character of public men 1

seen in the secret chamber and the quiet home,^J
peradventure, we may come nearest to the

heart when he is speaking only to meet

mands of the moment, or doing only what come

his way as a wanderer without a ho

Dear reader, just think of it! " The Son of n»

hath not where to lay his head." In the *"*
year of his ministry, while at Capernaum, W
accosted by scribes and Pharisees, who earn'

J

the way from Jerusalem, to wrest his words '

hinder his work. By chance they saw so

his disciples take their frugal meal of orea

earan"
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olives, without first dipping their fingers in water,

aS a sign that every stain of defilement from

street or market had been washed away. These

sanctimonious ritualists, to whom a slight devia-

tion from form and tradition was larger than a

mountain of justice and mercy, found fault with

the freedom of the disciples and affected to be

struck with horror, because the Master overlooked

such looseness in his followers. Jesus had cleansed

the leper of the most foul and loathsome disease

that ever befell men in Palestine, but the Pharisees

did not consider the good he had done. They only

murmured because he would not accede to their

cold and unmeaning formalism,

We feel glad for the wayside words, uttered by

the Master on that occasion. " That which goeth

into the mouth, defileth not the man; but that

which cometh out of the mouth, this defileth a

man." Matt. 15: 11,

Let us all hearken to these words by the wayside,

and draw nearer to Jesus, that the meaning may
be better comprehended. " To the pure in heart all

is pure." The inner life is more in God's sight

than the filthy rags of the beggar, or the gorgeous

robes of the king. No ritual of public service, no

rigidity of private life can take the place of a

right spirit.

Now these same sanctimonious sticklers for the

keeping of the Sabbath found fault, that his hun-

gry disciples ate grain as they walked through

the field. Hear our Savior's calm rebuke on this

occasion, by calling their (the Pharisees') attention

to what David did when he was an hungered. His

language speaks with power to millions. We hear

him say: " But I say unto you, that in this place is

eric greater than the temple." Matt. 12: 6. The
man is not made for the house, but the house for the

man. The outward ordinance is best kept when
it is broken to secure the end for which it is ap-

pointed. All days and places, all shrines and

services,—set apart as holy,—are only servants and

helpers of man, to bring him liberty, healthful ac-

tivity and rest. When we become fullgrown, to a

manly stature in Christ Jesus, we shall have the

freedom of the universe. No more need of special

observance of sanctuary rites, to develop further

Christian attainment, for, in this same connection,

our Master's language confirms this: " For the Son
of man is Lord even of the Sabbath day." Matt.

12: 8.

\ork, Pa,
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LESSON LIOHT-FLASHES.

Conversion of Cornelius.—Acts 10: .."11

Lesson for April 11.

In using the word " conversion," as applied in

this lesson, we must accept it in its broadest sense,

because, in this case, we have, as a subject, a good
man, a devout man,—one that " feared God with

all his house." This is more than many good men
of to-day do. To fear God and live a life before a

family, in a way that will make them devoted wor-

shipers, is a compliment worthy of a very good
Christian. And yet Cornelius has credit for do-
ing all this, and still more. He gave much alms to

the people, and prayed to God alway.

Look well at the description of this man, as we
have it in the opening of this chapter. If you are

the head of a family, compare it with your own
life. Put them both in the Christian balance, and
ask yourself which of the two most needs conver-
sion, and then look at him as a man that is to be

converted and draw your own conclusion as to what
conversion means in this and similar cases.

Though it would seem that a man like Cornelius
had no need of conversion, being as good as he
was, yet, in his case, we have a genuine conversion,

—not the change of a bad man to that of a good
°ne, but a good man changing to that which was
better, because of the better light received. We do

1*1333 GOSPEL ^EEfc3£3£JJSTC3-EK/.

not know that he was a better man, practically, aft-

er this conversion, than he was before. He simply
went on in being good by accepting the new light

received. Had he not done this, he could not have
continued to be a devout man, fearing God with all

his house, because, in refusing to accept the new
truth, he would have been disobedient to the heav-
enly calling, and, as a result, he would not have
been doing as well as he did before. The lesson

we are to learn from this is, that it is our duty to

live up to the best light we have. More than this

we cannot do, and less, we should not do.

Have we many representatives of this good man
to-day? Yea, many hundreds and thousands all

over this land of ours. They have had the visions,

as they have been reflected from the Written Word,
and while some have sent for Peter and found the

object of their search, others have not been able to

find Peter because Peter did not go when called.

He, too, has had his visions, but he either doubted
or was not obedient to the calling. There are so

many everywhere that are devout and fear God,

—

doing good as far as they have been taught,— but
they need better teaching. This is what we are to

do. The additional light is needed and is to

come from us. Are we doing it?

The great work of those who claim to be Chris-

tians is to so spread the light that those who need
and want it can find it. That this may be done we
need multiplied visions, and the way to get these

visions is to feed more on the Christ-life as it is re-

vealed in the Scriptures. It was a proclamation of

this life by Peter, that brought about the conver-

sion of Cornelius, and what was necessary for his

conversion is equally necessary for all others.

Another lesson we learn from this is that it is

not necessary for men to be great sinners that

they may be converted, neither is it necessary that

there should be great demonstrations connected

with conversions. The demonstration, whether

much or little, is no part of religion or conversion.

It is the result of the condition and circumstances

connected with the person converted. A man, who
has been living a devout life, such an one as Cor-

nelius or as the young man that went to Christ "is

not far from the kingdom." He does not have far

to go to get there, accept Christ as the Son of

God, enter his kingdom and go on doing good.

The thought is, it always pays to do good. The
less harm and mischief we do the less we have to

mend and repent of.

This thought brings us to the question: When,
or at what age, should children be received into the

church? It is an important question to the Sunday
school teachers because they are so frequently

brought in contact with such subjects. Our answer

is; as soon as they feel the need of a Savior and have

a desire to become, practically, a child of God.

This time depends not so much on the age of the

child as its intelligence and the character of the

teaching it has received. Children brought up in

the nurture and admonition of the Lord will come
sooner and not have as far to come as those who
are left without religious instructions.

This bringing up should be done in the home.

But if it is not done there, we are glad that it may
be done in the Sunday school. Some of these little

ones never get far away from home, and it is a

blessed thing to send Peter after them, that they,

too, may receive the Holy Ghost and be identified

with the heirs of salvation. These are the ones to

be looked after by the teacher, They are to be

"nurtured" in the Lord that, early in life, they

may learn to know him, receive him and enter into

the vineyard of the Lord. " They that seek me ear-

ly shall find me." h. b. b.

SOME OF THE NEEDS OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL.

BY I. BENNETT TROUT,

There is no more sacred trust committed into

the hands of the church than the care and devel-

opment of the young people. The Sunday school

being that department of church work which looks

2*3

directly after the best interests of the young, it

may be well to examine into some of its needs.

1. Every Sunday school needs a live, wide-awake
and energetic superintendent,— one that is wrapped
up, soul and body, in the interests of the young;
one that delights in the development of talent

wherever he may find it. He should be a man (or
woman), that knows how to open and close the
school in a way that will interest and edify the larg-

est number possible. He should be a man of va-
riety without being one of novelty or sentiment-
alism. He should know how to pray with children
for children. If he does not know how to pray,

he should learn. He should lead the school-
not drag it. He should know when to talk, how to

talk, and when and how to keep still. He should
so courteously meet strangers, as to make them
feel at home in the school and have a desire to re-

2. Another pressing need of the Sunday school

is teachers full of the Holy Spirit and of power,
teachers that are true and loyal to Christ, the

church, the Gospel and all principles of truth and
virtue. Every intelligent person knows how un-

consciously children and young people pattern aft-

er those who instruct them. Teachers, then, should

be men and women of deep piety and devo-
tion, for they are moulding sentiment in the hearts

of those who are to become the future members of

the church. Disastrous will be the results to the

church, if the sentiments, thus molded, are not in

harmony with the principles of the Brotherhood.

For this reason, as well as others, should Sunday
school teachers be exemplary members, both in

character and appearance. The teacher that ap-

pears before a class in a way not worthy to be

called a safe example, both sins against God, and
wrongs the class and the church. The teacher

should be able to address the class as Gideon ad-

dressed his army,—" Look on me, and do likewise."

Judges 7: 17. Will our Sunday school teachers

please do some serious thinking along this line?

Again, the teacher should be master of the les-

son. He should be able to handle the germ
thoughts in a way to develop them in the minds of

his pupils, and make lasting impressions. He
should not pour truths into the class as the

thoughtless child drops its playthings through a

hole in the floor, never being able to get them
back, but the lesson should be presented in a man-

ner to bring the class nearer to Jesus. Unless this

is done, the class will be only mentally developed,

and not spiritually enlightened, and the one great

aim of the Gospel missed, vis., the conversion of

souls. The teacher should be able to impress the

class with their need of a Savior.

3. A very pressing need of the Sunday school is

the united help and sympathy of every member of

the church. Especially should the elder and eld-

er's wife show themselves to be heart and soul in

the work. The elder who does not make use of

the opportunity afforded him in the Sunday school

is narrowing his field of usefulness to a very great

extent. There should be no gap, or chasm, be-

tween the Sunday school and the church, They

should move along, hand in hand, as faithful friends.

4. The last need I name is the one great need

found everywhere, — more workers. I mean by

workers those who work and not those who put in

all their time talking about working and who are

never quite ready to begin, All the perpetual mo-

tions, yet invented by man, perpetually run by

standing still. So it is with very many Sun-

day school workers,—they work by standing still.

Most Sunday schools need to be more thoroughly

organized. But organization, without workers to

carry it out, will not accomplish as much as work-

ers without so thorough organization. Both, how-

ever, are needed. The woman with a needle and

thread will do more sewing, if she works, than the

lady with a half dozen sewing-machines, if she

keeps her foot off the treadle. I wish to impress

the importance of every member, from the elder to

the youngest lamb, being earnestly engaged to add

to the interest and welfare of the Sunday school.

Lanark, III,
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KtUHT I'JUAH.

I. "Crlili of Mliilom. "cloth. |i,o<; paper M<
I, " Lile ol A. Judion," cloth, 17 centi; paper, >S «

THIHD 1 r lit

«. " Divine Knlerpilic ol Mlnnlunn," cloth

ID. "Llfcol Kobe, I Murrlium," clulh

11, " Do Not Sny." find "Acl»oI the Apostles," ch. 1

11, -Id the Volume of the Book," cloth. M conts; pa

r^-iii. • -. m given above, are lor members D

Alh.llKin i»nv lec-iLi retail price.

TliE GOSPEL MESSEHQEit.

A number of our readers have again been heard

from, and below we give what they have to say on

the work of the Circle, in the way of

BITTERNESS.

In angry mood I stalked

Across the moor,

And crushed wilh ruthless heel

A niodcsl llowcr,

Which bending low with petals bruised,

Fragrance so strangely sweet diffused

O'er all around that Anger lied in shame.

Wilh bitter soul I strode

Through life's vast mart,

And pierced with cruel words

A timid heart,

Which, reeling 'neath the venomed shah,

Forgiving fragrance so did waft

On gentle breath that I'assion paled with grief.

^_^^^_^_ —£» *> *?•

CIRCLE NOTES.

BY JAMES M, NEFF.

Below we give another good list of new mem-
bers which our Secretary sent in some days ago,

and which should have been forwarded for publica-

tion sooner. We wish here to say that our good
Secretary is in no way to blame for any delay, in

sending in matter for publication. On the other

hand, she deserves much praise for the promptness
and cheerfulness, with which she does all the work,

and that, gratuitously, which her office requires.

All this tardiness of getting matter ready for publi-

cation, whether it be lists of new members, extracts

from correspondence, or general announcements, is

to be laid to the blame of the writer, who may, per-

haps, be justly said to have the besetting weakness
of undertaking more work than he can do justice

to.

Nevertheless, we are much gratified to be able to

present another good list of members, and to see

our number so nearly approaching seven hundred.

. I. E. Brubaker, . . .9:0 North Fifth Street, Springfield, 111.

, J. S. Longaneckcr Ustick, 111.

. J. B. HyitOD ldumca, Mo.
, J. G. Mock Marlinsburg, Pa,

, John Rcichard, Hagerstowo, Md.
.Albert Berkley, Johnstown, Pa.

,
Ida Duvall, New London, Md.

1, J. C. Eshelman, 340 S. Fourteenth Street, Harrisburg, Pa.

1, F. May Niningcr, Cloverdale, Va.
, W. D. Fisher Baltic, Ohio.

:, Mrs. Ella S. Fender New Bedford, Ohio.
„ S. G. Bucher Astoria, III.

.
Bertha Maugus,-40y Tenth Avenue, S. W., Roanoke, Va.

„ Anna Strickler Ramona, Kans.
i, William S. Strickler Ramona, Kans.
'.S.J. Strickler Ramona, Kans.
I, Edith Button, Ramona, Kans.
l, Andrew Eskildson Ramona, Kans.
>, Samuel P. Noll Ramona, Kans.
:, Morris Keller, Octavia, Nebr.
!, M, M. Kyle Conemaugh, Pa.

I,
Rosie Keiper Conemaugh, Pa.

rites: " I ; very

reading. I have finished 'C

h interested

of Mhs.

the Circle

and
' Life of Judsi

Country.' One
becoming enthu

Since I have be

books, I have re:

God;

nearly finished 'Our

nnot read these bnoks without

i with missionary inspiration

engaged in reading the Circle

ved, first, to live closer to my
and, to do more for him in the missionary

cause; and, third, to induce others to work for him.

The Reading Circle is a fine thing, and I thank

God for its existence,"

Sister Eliza B. Miller, Calvin, Iowa, writes: " I

have read all the books except 'Miracles of Mis-

sions.' I enjoy the reading so much. It leads to

the higher life, and then, too, makes one feel the

need of good, earnest missionary work. It seems

to me that our young brethren and sisters could

easily arrange their work so as to read these books.

May the Lord bless the good cause!
"

Bro. C. K. Burkholder, of Octavia, Nebr., sends

tn the name of one new member, and writes: "I

take pleasure in sending in new names because I
know that the work of the Circle is accomplishing a

great deal of good in our beloved Brotherhood, ft

has proven to be beneficial to me, and I know it

will be beneficial to others also. What we need is

more teaching. A correct comprehension of God
and Christ must inflame our hearts with an ardent

desire to share his love, service, and joy. We must
also have a knowledge of the condition of humani-

ty. Knowledge arouses our sympathies, and sym-
pathy is the base of benevolence. The prescribed

course of reading will give some very good mission-

ary knowledge,—just such as our beloved Brother-

hood has been in need of for many years." Bro.

Burkholder also says some very sensible things on
the importance and results of giving, and altogeth-

er writes such a letter as a 2ealous missionary spir-

it could dictate.

From Morrill, Kans., Bro. Royal Eisenbise writes:

" I am reading the fourth book of the first year,

—

the ' Nonsuch Professor.' It is full of such apt

sayings, It should be read over and over again, I

would not take the price of the four for this one if

I could not get another. My prayer is that the

Circle will continue to grow until its influence shall

be felt throughout the Brotherhood. One cannot
read the first book without being aroused to a sense

of his duty to the missionary cause. We have
been doing a great deal along this line, but not

near what we ought to do and can do."

We are glad so many are praying and working
for the growth of the Circle That is what makes
it grow. The growth is encouraging now; but let

us not, for that reason, withhold our prayers or re-

lax our efforts. It will continue to grow only as we
continue to work and pray.

NAMES THAT HAVE NOT DIED.

In Four Parts.—Part One—Adoniram Judson.

The lips which answered to these names have
long since crumbled back to dust; but the names
themselves have not departed from the world, nor
ever shall. " There comes a voice that awakes my
soul. It is the voice of years that are gone. They
roll before me with their deeds."

To the Christian world the name of Adoniram
Judson will ever be a bright and shining star, whose
radiance has guided many men and women as mis-

sionaries to heathen lands and "shone before
them" in the weary, toilsome work of winning
Godward poor, benighted souls.

Of the many goodly characteristics which beauti-

fied the life of this "Apostle of Burmah," there are

three which stand pre-eminently conspicuous, name-
ly, his rigid zeal, his unwavering faith in God and
his native tenderness. "This," as one writer as-

A P"1 3. 1897,

serts, " almost surpassed the tenderness of woman "

Perhaps it was the stern, exacting character of his

father which molded his will for perseverance and
endurance; but it was the gentler nature of his

mother which molded his heart and made it the

eternal source of such love and sweetness. This

one trait of his character is highly worthy of emu.,

lation and imitation.

All men loved him because he loved all men
His loving intercourse with, and his fervent prayers

for, the dark skinned Burmans might well put to

shame such nominal Christians whose religion will

tolerate them to frown upon color and cling to

caste. "Christ died for all men;" and Adoniram

Judson prayed that through that death all m en

might be saved. It is only meet to add that he

labored in accordance with his prayers.

Humanly speaking, he was a man of sorrows; yet

he turned his sufferings to good account. For

years his labors were seemingly uncrowned; yet he

continued to cast his bread upon the waters, believ-

ing that, in God's good time, it should return. He
was imprisoned, but, while his famished body grew

weak and weaker, under the pangs of physical tor-

ture and endurance, his soul grew stronger and

stronger "in the Lord and the power of his might."

Time after time death robbed h<'m of his treasures;

and while he sorrowed in all the anguish of his

great, weeping heart, he resolved, more firmly still,

to lay his treasure up "where thieves do not break

through and steal." Neither opposition, nor im-

prisonment, nor the rending asunder of his heart's

best treasures could move him from "this thing

I do."

He was not perfect, else there would be no his-

tory of him on earth. Even his great soul had

blemishes which only the Refiner's flames could

purify; but he who knew how fierce to heat the

crucible, knew also when to say, "It is enough."

Afflictions were not in vain; and whether beneath

them or beyond them, he ever pursued his allotted

path with " the eternal, immutable smile of God on

the soul,"—an inspiration to his co-laborers, and

standing somewhat higher in the diviner life than is

the common lot of men. He wore humility within

his heart as really as clothing upon his body; and

what he termed subjection to the will of God, would

be called fanaticism by many who have not attained

unto his higher growth of grace.

Hi: nthu nd he 1 the

sions were remarkable; yet his faith and confidence

in God were still more wonderful. Only a short

time before his death he declared: "I never was

deeply interested in any object, I never prayed sin-

cerely and earnestly for anything but it came,—at

sometime, no matter how distant, in some way, in

some shape, probably the last I should have de-

vised, it came." Unwavering faith! Sublimest vir-

tue of the human heart! Without it all other vir-

tues are in vain!

But with all his sorrows, all his losses, all his

trials, all his enthusiasm, all his labors, he still had

time and heart for "the small, sweet courtesies of

life." He was a man of domestic tastes, and his

home-life, with his three companions alike, was

most beautiful. There was poetry and romance, as

well as tenderness and love, connected with his

heart affairs; and it is touching to review some of

cenes in which he figured. His at-

very marked; nor was it

the domestic

tachment to child

confined to the lisp

Hi;

nd hi; hearth-

: broader and better creed "to

love God and every little child."

It feems strangely fitting that the deep ocean-

bed, with its priceless treasures, was destined to be

his grave; but no pearl therein is half so precious as

his whitening boDes. Let Burman chapels and

Burman converts bear testimony to his labors and

his worth. What he accomplished, we know i"

part; what he suffered is recorded alone on high!

Johnstown, Pa,

There are entirely too many spiritual babies in

the chnrch, who take their dolls and go home when

things don't go their way.
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MOTTO FOR THE TEAR. —"Upon the first

day of the week let ever}/ one of yon lay by him in
store, as God hath prospered him."— 1 Cor* 1G: 2.

It is better to be despised and hated for Je

sake than loved for one's own sake.

Measure not your Christian life with the average

around you,— it is tar too low. Nothing lower

than Christ should be our example.

of salvation.Not doing wrong gives 1

Those men who expect heaven because they ha

never done evil in this life will be disappointed.

The Mormon church has recently received S300,-

ooo, restored by the Government, and now one of

the ablest men of the church goes out to establish

missions in all the cities of the land. It is said the

1,200 missionaries, now in the field, seeking converts

to the system, are to be reinforced by several thou-

sand, who will continue their work in the south,

and in the cities.

—

Missionary Review.

Missionary! Oh, the measure of the meaning of

that word to us and to the whole universe of creat-

ed beings, and to the Uncreated One himself! He
is the eternal missionary, and all that we know of

him to-day has come to us through his omnipotent

missionary service. From everlasting to everlast-

ing he is God. Love sending, sending, he is Christ

loving, loving, coming, coming, sending, sending,
" As the Father hath sent me even so send I you."

Missionary? In so far as we are God-like and

Christ-like we are missionary. If we are not mis-

sionary we have as yet no part or parcel with him,

and are in need of his missionaries,—heathen still

in a Christian land, without hope and without God
in the world. " If any man have not the spirit of

Christ, he is none of his."— W. E. Witter.

Ursinus objected to a proposed mission among
Greenlanders, Lapps, Tartars, and Japanese, on the

ground that the holy things of God should not be

cast before such swine. A Dutch church in Cape
Town posted over its door the notice: " Dogs and

Hottentots not admitted." The Jew used to pray

that he might never see a Samaritan in heaven.

That man who can thus pray is not likely ever to

see anybody in heaven. God's evangel is for every

creature; in his thought there is no human hog or

human dog. Grattan said of Fox: "You must
measure such a mind by parallels of latitude,"

The divine mind cannot be measured thus; it knows
no boundary lines, The purpose of grace is to save

and unify the race in Christ, to sum up again in

him all things now disunited by sin.

—

T.J. Villers,

About the end of last year an old Hindu died in

Bombay, in whose household Christian family wor-

ship has been held regularly for forty years. His

wife and children read the Bible, and the father

prayed to Jesus. Many years before he uttered so

brave a testimony for Jesus, as professor in a gov-

ernment school, that some Parsees and Mohamme-
dans were led to believe in Christ, and he was dis-

missed from school. He never was baptized, and
thus there was always something wanting to his

confession. But these secret Christians are a hope-

ful sign of the times. Our traveling-preachers in

Malabar find many a house where the New Testa-

ment is read, where Jesus is worshiped, and where
the messengers of the Gospel are made welcome,
and begged to come more frequently.

—

Evangelisch-

« Missions Magazin.

depends on who says it whether
has been a good one or not.

In some Hindu temples in South India, the col-

lection is taken up by an elephant that goes around
with a basket.

^

THE GOSPEL MESSENGER FOR MISSIONARY
PURPOSES.

At the meeting of the Committee, held at Otta-
wa, last summer, it was decided to make the fol-

lowing proposition to the several missionaries un-
der the General Mission Board and to the District

Mission Boards:

The Gospel Messenger, in accordance with dec
Annual Meeting of 1887, Art. 17, shall be used for

purposes under the following rules:

That only those not members shall receive the papei
That the Secretaries of District Boards ai

tract distributors of the General Missionary and Tract Com-
mittee shall recommend names of worthy ones for the paper;
each District and missionary and tract worker not to exceed
twenty-five subscriptions at one time.

The continuation of the subscription shall not exceed six

months, but, upon recommendation of the same person who
sent the name, it may be continued another six months.

All the names must invariably be sent to the mission rooms
to be entered, and not to the Messenger office.

The most of the District Boards took advantage
of the offer and soon sent in a list of names; but
some have the idea that this offer was good only
for six months. This is a mistake. The offer to

send twenty-five Messengers is good year after year
until a notice is given that it is discontinued. The
proposition provides that the list must be made
anew every six months, and the same names or oth-

er names go on the lists. At the end of the six

months the paper is stopped unless provided for in

some way. The time of a number of the lists sent

in the past six months has expired, and we are

ready to receive new ones. Each one can tell just

when the subscriptions expire, for a duplicate of

the list was returned to the sender, giving date

when the subscription began. All the Mission

Board would like to know is, what visible results

have been realized for the past six months' sub-

scriptions. Let each District Board make that in-

quiry and report to the General Board at once.

Notice that this proposition is for mission purposes,

and it should in no way be turned from that course.

FROM FOSTORIA, OHIO.

BV ADUIE F. KAYLOR.

— Our work is very encouraging. Almost every

Sunday new names are enrolled in our Mission Sun-

day school.

— Last Sunday afternoon, when Sunday school

was dismissed, a man spoke to us about one of the

tracts we had handed him, saying, " I read it very

carefully, and one thing I found explained which

has always troubled me very much,—that is, the

many different modes of baptism. The explana-

tion on ' The Triune God ' makes it plain that there

is but one mode of baptism."

—One lady says, " I read your tracts and papers

with interest. I want to understand your doctrine

more fully."

—A stranger, who was brought to the Truth on

the street some time ago, happened in to our serv-

ices one night, became very much interested in the

meetings, and attended regularly until he was

called away to another city on business. We
missed him, and, learning his address, we sent him

tracts. We received a letter from him the other

day, thanking us for the tracts. He said, " I will

read them evenings, when I come into my room."

He speaks of many " roughs " around him, who in-

sist on him to drink with them, but he positively

refuses them, saying he has taken his last drink.

May God help him to carry out his resolutions firm-

ly!

—We are constantly impressed with the fact that,

in the unhappy homes, drink is largely the cause of

the distress. Our hearts melt in sympathy to hear

the pitiful stories of mothers who now have to

make the living for the family by hard work,—all

because of the awful curse, drink.' We can say with
Sister Cripe, " It is one thing to read of these
things, but quite another to meet with them in act-
ual life."

—A lady,—a few days ago,—requested us to call

on her. She had a pitiful, even horrifying, story to
tell. She had been raised a Catholic. The awful
fear and punishment that had been inflicted upon
her was painful for us even to listen to. When a
child, she thanked God she was born a Catholic-
she was afraid of the Protestants,—but since that
time has learned to know them, and is now seeking
Jesus, but wants to be sure she is on the right road.
As we read with her and her husband, their faces

brightened up, to learn of truths from the Bible,

which seemed new to them. We left them in God's
hands, praying that the Spirit may lead them to the

true light.

—The clothing, sent us by a sister in the Logan
church, was received with grateful hearts. Through
this influence one family has been brought into the

Sunday school, and occasionally they bring their

neighbors with them.

—The interest in all our services is growing. We
feel that in time much good may be accomplished.

The one great need now is a resident minister, who
is competent to do city mission work. May the

Lord provide!

652 W, Freemont St.

BULSAR BREVITIES.

—The plague is the great consideration, now, on

this side of India. It is indeed becoming a very

serious matter. It is spreading and spreading.

There are about one hundred and fifty plague

deaths in Bombay daily,—ten or twelve per week
even in Bulsar. The exodus from Bombay still

continues.

—The superstition of the people is even worse to

combat than the plague. I used to think "hea-

then " too hard a name; now I am inclined to think

that if a harder, more heathenish name could be

adopted, it would only be just.

— Last evening we learned that many, of the

poor people even, run away with what food and

clothes they have, to the jungle, preferring to die

there, than to have the government " catch them,"

put them in segregation hospitals, and there " kill

—Even our enlightened Brahmin teacher told us

only this morning that the government physician,

here at Bulsar, had purposely poisoned several

low-caste plague cases in the hospital, and that all

the money subscribed in England and America, for

the relief of the famine-sufferers, was " only on pa-

per," and that what might come would be misap-

propriated. The native is generally,—thank God
not always,—brimful of mistrust, evil designs and

superstition, and he thinks everybody else is like

himself.

—A short time ago, I, with another Christian,

went fifty-eight miles in an ox-cart to help a family

out of a difficulty. All the way back,—twenty-nine

miles,—the woman, her two children, all her be-

longings, and we two men, and the driver, came in

that ox-cart. Bro. Miller had a trip in an ox-cart

once. Well, at every turn, on all the journey, men

of the same caste as the woman, called to her and

tried to persuade her that we were taking her for

evil purposes. They knew no other motive to lead

any one to care for another. These were Moham-

medans, the people of " one God." Truly the false

prophet has false followers.

-The government is doing all possible to allevi-

the condition of the sufferers from plague, and

to check the plague. In very many cases the peo-

ple oppose almost every such effort. Many say,

"If God wants us to die, why should we oppose

him?" Even a native paper in Bombay has car-

tooned the government's efforts. We no longer

pray God to stop plague or famine, but that he

sliould spare his people and glorify himself.

Feb. 19.
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Mrs. Amanda Richardson, 149 Holman Street,

Fort Wayne, Ind., would like to know if there are

any churches of the Brethren located near Indian-

apolis. Some of our members near this city will

please see that she gets the desired information.

D. L. Miller, Mount Morris, 111., I

Editors
H. a Brumbaugh, Huntingdon, Pa„ J

!, H. Moore, Office Editor

Joseph Amick Business Manager,

UoriB will not be publish

Mount Morris, III., April 3, 1897.

Four accessions are reported in the Indian

Creek church, Iowa.

lino Silas Hoovek closed a series of meetings

at Waynesboro, Pa., recently, with twenty seven ad-

ditions by baptism.

The District Meeting for Southeastern Kan
will be held at Fort Scott, May 12; Ministei

Meeting the day before.

The District Meeting for Southern Missouri and

Arkansas, will be held in the Dry Fork church,

Jasper Co., Mo., May 13.

The Brethren of Western Maryland will con-

vene in District Meeting in the Welshrun church,

Franklin Co., Pa., April 15.

ty- one accessions by confession and bap-

i reported in the Sandy Creek church, W.

Bho. W. K. Miller reports four more accessio

to the church in Chicago,—one baptized March :

and the other three March 26.

Bko. Thomas Reiser, of Roanoke, 111., wa
us over last Sunday. He was called here

count of the illness of his son.

The Brethren are having a fine meeting at Can-
do, North Dakota. When last heard from there

were seventeen applicants for baptism.

Bro. Reuben Shroyek reports a series of meet-

ings at the Lake meetinghouse, in the Nimishil-

len church, Ohio, with se

We would like if each President of our Sisters'

Aid Societies would send in her name and address.

There are a number of them, and we hope to hear

The District Meeting, tor the First District of

Virginia, will be held in the Chestnut Grove church,

W. Va, April 16 and 17. Ministerial Meeting the

day before.

Middle Missouri will hold her District Meeting
April 29, and the Ministerial Meeting the day be-

fore. The notice sent us, however, does not stale

where the meetings arc to be held.

Writing concerning the mission in Kansas City,

some of our correspondents get things a little con-

fused, some locating the mission in Kansas, and
others in Missouri. We understand that the mis-

sion is in Kansas City, Kans,

Many of our readers still remember Bro. Leonard

Furry, of New Enterprise, Pa. In his day he was

quite a good writer, and contributed largely to the

columns of several papers, then published among
the Brethren. At this time his grandson, S. E.

Furry, is engaged in the Rescue Mission work,

Fourth Avenue and Twenty-second Street, New
York.

The Bible Term of one week, conducted by Bro.

Wieand, on the Annual Meeting ground, prior to

the opening of the Conference at Ottawa, last

year, gave such good satisfaction, that it has been

deemed proper to hold a similar term at Frederick

Crty, Md„ one week before the opening of the An-
nual Meeting proper. Bro. J. G. Royer, of this

place, has been engaged to conduct the term dur-

ing the day. There will be preaching each even-

The following we clip from a late issue of the

Christian S/a-dard, one of the leading Disciple pub-

This matter has been discussed quite extensively in tbe

Standard within the last year, and good brethren have ex-

pressed divergent views. The position taken by this paper

has been that such persons should be received, that their at-

tempted trine immersion did not invalidate their real bap-

tism. This view is we think, held quite generally among
the brethren, and the practice of the majority has been to re-

ceive German Baptists without re-baptism. We have not

space in this issue to give the arguments for this usage,

The " Sisters' Aid Societies" are doing a good
work in many places, and should be encouraged by
those who are in a position to render assistance.

One of the best ways, to aid them in their work, is

to speak encouraging'y concerning their efforts,

and especially is this important upon the part of

the elders and their co-laborers. The sisters, who
make up these Aid Societies, mean it all well, their

hearts are in the work, and it is their purpose to

labor solely for the good of the needy, and no

member should think of laying a straw in their

way. We never read of either Jesus or the apos-

tles speaking a word of discouragement respecting

the good deeds of the women. Give our sisters a

fair chance along this line, and they will accom-
plish much for the comfort of the poor and needy.

Their coming together, and devising ways of help-

ing the poor, not only brings down blessings on
their heads, but it improves their talents and helps

to make life more cheerful. The Messenger will

ever encourage them in their mission, and we trust

they will now and then have something hopeful

and instructive to say to our readers! Let us hear

from you, sisters, and remember that this paper is

a friend to every good work!

INDIA SUFFERERS.

The suffering in India, on account of the wide-

spread famine, continues, with little prospects of

any change for the better, for many months to

come. People are literally starving to death by

the thousands, and this in spite of the money and

supplies contributed and sent for their relief from

nearly all the civilized countries of the world.

Men, women and children, in every stage of hun-

ger, distress and starvation, may be seen in groups

all over the drouth-stricken regions. Thousands,

too weak to walk, and many not able to even

crawl, line the roadsides, begging for a morsel of

food, of those who chance to pass their way. It

has been suggested that we receive donations for

these suffering people, and forward the same to

them. This we have decided to do, and the fund

will be known as the India Sufferers' Fund. All
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money received will be acknowledged through the

Messenger, and forwarded to our missionaries in

India, and by them will be used for the relief of

the starving where most needed. We will receive

this money and forward it to Ind

ing one cent for our trouble or

of the next few weeks, we hope to receii

al response to this call. Whatever is do

be done at once, for help in great ab

needed at this very hour.

thout charg-

OUR ORDER OF ATTIRE.

If we are governed by a Gospel principle, in making man-
datory laws, where do we find that a brother is made ineli-

gible by wearing a coat with collar ("no matter how consist-

ent he may be otherwise ") to serve as delegate, either to Dis-

trict or Annual Conference?

above disqualifies a brother from serving in either of the

above-named positions, whether he is qualified in any other

church work or not. I am not after Annual Meeting Minutes.

I want something on which we can depend. Whenever we
lay down a law, compelling or forcing men into measures, we
want to be sure we have the Bible for it, and not man,

M. R. Bashoke.

much our brethren may diffe

ing the advisability and extent of the decision re-

ferred to, it will be well to observe that it relates to

the qualifications of delegates only, and not to

the question of church membership. While the

church claims no Gospel authority to make uni-

formity a test of fellowship, it has, however,

deemed it wise to make it a test of official position,

trusting that the influence of officials, thus attired,

would induce the members generally, to adopt the

same order of dress. And since the church not on-

ly has the authority to make plainness a test of

membership, but it is her duty to do so, it is most

earnestly believed that an order in dress is the very

best means of encouraging and successfully carry-

ing out this principle of plainness. And for this

reason it was adopted, and made a necessity upon

the part of all officials, and, later on, a necessity

upon the part of all delegates, to both the District

and Annual Meeting. When demanded upon the

part of delegates it was hoped that its influence in

behalf of uniformity, and plainness in particular,

would be more generally felt than we now see

manifested. If all Christians would attire them-

selves plainly, as they should, there would be no

necessity for the decision referred to, or any other

relating to the dress question.

But however plainly we may attire ourselves, as

officials, delegates or private members, it will be

well for us, at all times, to bear in mind that this

outward form amounts to nothing, in the sight of

God, in the absence of the spirit and true vital

piety. While we are decidedly in favor of plain-

ness, and in sympathy with our order of attire, we

look upon either as mere mockery where real

Christian character is lacking. Those who dress

plainly, ought to be the very best members in the

church, while those who lay claim to a higher or-

der of piety and intellectual culture, should at-

tire themselves as becometh devout men and wom-
en; then we would have less difficulty in selecting

delegates and officials.

And now, looking at the whole question from a

strictly Gospel standpoint, we here state, as we

have often stated before, that the New Testa-

ment does most emphatically teach that Christians

should attire themselves plainly, and if they would

carry out this principle in good faith, no specific

regulations relating to external appearance would

be either advisable or necessary, but because of a

failure to do so, an order of dress has been deemed

necessary as a means to an end, and that end is

plainness. It is on this ground, and this ground

alone, that we defend the present form of attire

adopted by the church. It is to be regretted that

a lack in Christian simplicity ever made such a

decision necessary upon the part of our Confer-



April 3, 1897.

ence, for the reason that some, who have not cul-

tivated the spirit as they should have done, takt

the advantage of it, and are often looked upon as

wolves in sheep's clothing. Still we must not relax

our efforts in defense of Gospel plainness.== J '
H M '

KILLING THE PASSOVER.

In your Querists' Department, referring to Luke 22: 7-13,

you say that the lamb for the passover had been arranged for

by Peter and John before feet-washing, and that they had
gone to the temple for that purpose and arranged for the

lamb to be delivered the next day. Now, it does not read
that way in my Bible. If you have it anywhere, please give

me the Gospel reference. D. Drayer.

From Luke 22: 7 we learn, that the day on
which the passover lamb must be killed, Jesus sent

Peter and John to prepare the passover. The Jew-

ish days commenced at sundown. It was just at

sundown, or shortly after, that Jesus sent his two
disciples into the city to make the necessary prepa-

rations for the passover. That day would not end

until the next day at sundown, our usual way of

speaking. In the evening Jesus met with his dis-

ciples in the upper room, where occurred the cere-

mony of feet-washing, and this, according to John

13, I, was just "before the feast of the passover."

The passover had not yet been eaten. Lati

Christ was arrested in the Garden of Geth:

and finally brought before Pilate. This was very

early the next morning, and in John 18: 28 we read

that the Jews would not go " into the judgment
hall, lest they should be defiled; but that they

might eat the passover." This is further proof

that the passover was not yet eaten. At nine

o'clock in the morning Jesus was nailed to the

cross, and at three o'clock he expired. This was

the regular time for commencing the killing of the

passover lambs at the temple by the priest. Hence
our statement in regard to the two disciples ar-

ranging for the lamb the day before, will be seen

to be in perfect harmony with the facts in the case.

The usual custom among the Jews was to select

the lamb on the tenth day of the month, kill it on
the evening of, and near the going down of the

sun at the end of the fourteenth day, and eat it

the beginning of the fifteenth, but, since large

numbers of lambs were kept at the temple, for the

accommodation of visitors and others, it became

customary for those, desiring lambs, to make such

arrangements as they thought proper, in order to

procure the lamb they desired to use. This is why
it may be safely concluded that the two apostles

made the preparations suggested. And while this

is a subject of considerable controversy, the ex-

planation here given, in our judgment, is the

only one that completely harmonizes with all the

facts set forth in the four Gospel narratives.

J. H, M.
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SETTING THE PREACHER RIOHT.

We receive a variety of questions tor the Que-
rists' Department. Some may be wise, some other-

wise, and not a few are just a little personal. Here
is one that need not apply to any one in particular,

and yet it may serve a good purpose in all parts

of the Brotherhood:

What should be done where a minister, serving as a home
missionary, is in such poor standing that his own brethren

will not go to hear him preach ?

It is the duty of these brethren to make out their

charges against said preacher, sign them and hand
them to the elder having the oversight of the con-

gregation where the preacher holds his member-
ship. If the preacher is the elder in charge, hand
the charges to his under-officers, and they can then

consult the adjoining elders, but not until the

charges are made known to the preacher. If noth-
ing is done in a reasonable time, those bringing the

complaints may hand their written charges to the

adjoining elders, and, if deemed proper and for the

good of the cause, to the Mission Board employ-
ing the preacher. Whatever is done should be
done "deliberately, honestly, and soon. If the
preacher is not a man of good standing, he should
not be in the mission field, and if he is blameless,
those bringing the complaints should be shown
their errors, and an end be put to the misrepresen-
tations.

Preachers are not always to blame for their

lack of good standing in their own neighborhood.
They often have to spend so much of their time,

strength and means in serving the church and pub-
lic, that they cannot pay their honest debts, and
then members, instead of coming to their assist-

ance, help the world to talk about them and run
them down. Of course, preachers ought not to al-

low their reputation to be ruined in this way, and if

any of them see danger ahead in this line, we urge
them to put on the brakes right now. Do the hon-
est and square thing in business, as well as in re-

ligion. Provide things honest in the sight of God
and men, do all the good you can, keep up your
religious work and interest to the extent of your
ability, but do not overburden yourself with debts.

We must do some plain preaching along this line,

and give the members to understand that it is not
Gospel for the preachers to bear all the burden of

preaching the Gospel, and let the rest go free.

Preachers are human. They cannot be other-

wise, and, of course, they make mistakes. If mem-
bers, instead of talking about them, would go to

the preachers in a Christian spirit and kindly

mind them of their error, we would soon hav

better class of ministers. Then members ought

not to stay away from the house of God just

cause they do not happen to like the preacher, If

he is not conducting himself properly, help to set

him right, either by admonishing him or preferring

written charges against him. People are nc

the habit of refusing to eat just because they do

not happen to like the cook, nor do we see any
reason why members should cease to attend meet-

ings simply because the preacher may not be do-

ing just right. We say, Go to meeting and get

strength and grace enough to assist in getting the

minister in line. If he cannot be induced to live

an exemplary life, he can be removed from his of-

fice, and to do this just right, requires a good deal

more grace than people, who absent themselves

from the house of God, usually have. j. h. m,

THE POOR FUND.

ince our last report, in No. 52 of 1895, the fol-

ing amounts have been received for the purpose

ending the Messenger to the poor:

Lydta A. Wyand,

The Messpnger has been donated to 152 yearly

subscribers,

EDITORIAL QLEANINQS IN THE ORIENT

No. 41.—The Plague at Hong Kong.-- Pidgin English."
—House-boats—A Singular Custom.

Our stay in China was only of short duration.
Both at Hong Kong and at Canton the black
plague prevailed, and the first concern of the trav-
elers was, to secure a passage at the earliest possi-
ble date for Japan. The plague, since then, has
been carried to India, with the results known to all

our readers. We at once took passage on the
steamer " Ancona," sailing a week later for Yoko-
hama, by way of Kobe and the inland sea of Japan.

The Windsor proved to be a comfortable hotel.
The Chinese servants were kind and obliging, the
food was well prepared after the American method
of cooking, and had it not been for the fact that
the plague was prevailing, we might have spent a
month in China very comfortably. The Chinese
waiters speak what is known as " Pidgin English "

a mixture of sounds, at first quite difficult to under-
stand. The elevator boy soon learned that our
room was on the upper floor, and his way of stating

the fact was, " Melican man loom topside." The
"r" is too much for the vocal organs of John, and
he invariably substitutes "1" To him the top or
upper is always "topside." He seems to think
that outside and inside should be supplemented
with topside and bottomside. One of the state-

ments made to us, was, " I ling glong seven clock

you leady eat."

At Hong Kong one of the most common meth-
ods of going from place to place is in the Sedan
chair. A comfortable chair is tied and suspended
between two bamboo poles, wide enough apart to

rest on either shoulder of the carriers. You take

your seat in the chair, and two strong men kneel

down between the poles, one at either end. Plac-

ing one on either shoulder, they rise to their feet,

and start off at a half trot. In the narrow, dirty,

crowded streets of Canton, where walking is at

times unsafe and out of the question, the Sedan

chair is the only means by which the traveler may
be conveyed from place to place, We observed

that the carriers, whose lives are spent in this way,

have great calloused lumps on their shoulders

where the ends of the poles rest.

One very peculiar phase of Chinese life is to be

found among the dwellers on the water. House-

boats are common on all the rivers and harbors of

China. Tens of thousands are born, live, and die

on and in the house-boats. They only go ashore

to sell fish and buy such things as are necessary to

supply their very limited wants, They are at home
on the water. The day we steamed away from

Hong Kong, several house-boats cast anchor along-

side the "Ancona," and from the deck we had an

opportunity to s'udy some phases of this peculiar

life. We watched with interest the movements of

a large family on one of the boats. The mother,

with a year-old babe strapped to her back, was

busily engaged in preparing the noonday meal for

her numerous progeny. A large pot, set over the

fire, burning on a kind of a hearth, placed on the

deck, was boiling, and as the woman lifted the lid

and stirred the contents, the odor of cooking rice

came to us on the ship. A half-dozen children

were playing about the deck and were having a

good time generally. Around the neck ot the

smaller children is tied a heavy cord, to which is at-

tached a piece of bamboo. If, in their romping

about the deck, one of them falls overboard, which

often happens, the mother fishes the little one out

of the water with a boat-hook, the cord about the

neck, with bamboo attached, being very conveni-

ent for that purpose.

When the woman gave the signal for dinner,

from below deck came the father and more chil-

dren. They squatted down, forming a circle around
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the dinner pot, ten in number. The mother gave

each of them a china bowl, filled with the steaming

hot rice. Spoons, knives or forks were not used,

chop-sticks taking the place of these useful arti-

cles. Jt is surprising how skillfully these two

straight, thin sticks, about seven inches in length,

can be used in conveying food from dish or bowl

to the mouth. The dinner ended, the chop-sticks

were cleaned by drawing them through the hand,

the bowls were washed in a little water, dipped

from the sea, and the woman's work was done for

the time.

One of the most distressing customs or fashions,

to be observed in China, is that of arresting the

growth of the feet in childhood, so that when the

girl baby has grown to womanhood she may shine

in the highest ranks of fashion and aristocracy, be-

cause of the smallness of her feet. In early child-

hood, when the bones and cartilage are soft, the

feet are bandaged and compressed in such a way

that growth is impossible. For several years the

process is said to be extremely painful, and the lit-

tle victim to the demands of custom and fashion

can only cry and moan in agony until the feet be-

come wasted and bloodless, and insensible to pain.

A photograph of a Chinese lady's feet shows that

all the toes, except the great one, are turned under

and are only to be seen on the sole of the foot. At

Hong Kong we purchased several pairs of shoes,

such as are worn by the ladies of that country.

The inner measure is exactly three inches in length.

and at the heel, the widest part of the shoe, an

inch and a quarter in width. The shoe tapers to a

point like the most fashionable tooth-pick shoes,

now so generally worn in our own country.

The Chinese women, whose feet are deformed, as

before described, find it a very difficult matter to

walk, and many of them must be carried from place

to place by servants. Their " golden lilies," as

they call their feet, are so deformed and weak that

they cannot bear the weight imposed upon them.

We saw several of them trying to walk, and their

steps were as short and as unsteady as those of a

child taking its first lessons in walking. It will be

understood that this fashion prevails only among
the rich Mandarins, a wealthy, office-holding

caste, and that the common people appear to have

too much good sense to follow this hurtful and ri-

diculous fashion set by the upper class.

In our own civilized and Christianized country we
wonder how people can be so silly as to follow

such senseless and injurious fashions as prevail in

heathen lands. There is no accounting for taste in

fashion. The Chinese compress their feet and

Christians compress their waists by tight lacing.

Of the two evils eminent physicians do not hesitate

to say that the latter is by far the most injurious to

the health of the devotee of fashion. The feet are

deformed by the Chinese, but the more important

organs of the body are not interfered with. The
Christian, by tight lacing, compresses, deforms, and
displaces the vital organs, and ill health, suffering,

and a broken constitution, result. These evils fall

not only on those who indulge in the hurtful fash-

ion, but upon unborn generations. A comparison
of the follies, excesses, and injuries entailed, by fol-

lowing the goddess of fashion, is fully as favorable

to the heathen as to the Christian. d. l. m.

QUERISTS' DEPARTMENT.

Whose duly is it lo decide who shall be employed as sexton,
where there are two or more applicants? Can the elder take
this authority upon himself? S. E. G.

The church, in council, should say who is to de-

cide a matter of that kind. She may authorize her

deacons, trustees or all the officials to employ the

sexton, or she may decide to do it herself. But no
elder should assume that much authority, though
the church may give him that privilege if she
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feels so disposed. In matters of this character,

elders should keep the church before them.

In Acts &: 5 "5 we read lhai Philip baptized those that be-

lieved at Samaria, but they did not receive the Holy Ghost un-

til Peter and John came from Jerusalem and laid hands on

them. Why was not Philip empowered to lay hands on

those he baptized, that they might receive the Holy Ghost?

He had authority t«» travel and preach. F. B. Landis.

It would seem that the apostles were the only

ones yet authorized lo bestow the gift of the Ho-

ly Ghost. Philip had authority to baptize, but not

to bestow this gift.

your views on Mark 16: 17, 18, "And these

signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they

devils; they shall speak with new tongues; tbey

shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it

shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they

shall recover." B. H. C.

This power was given to the apostles, and even

jthers, in order to demonstrate the divine author-

ty of their mission. The wonders they performed

ire on record in the New Testament, and in this

way these signs yet follow, as proof of their mis-

Still, we have not one word to say against

who can even now heal some diseases, drink

deadly poison, or take up serpents, and receive no

harm from either, provided they do not use these

particular accomplishments as an excuse for refus-

ng to teach and obey the form of doctrine set

forth in the New Testament. But we have little

no confidence in the wonder workers who

llfully ignore the plain teachings of Jesus Christ

d the apostles. Loyalty and works must go to-

gether.

If baptism,—Acts 2: 38 and 22; 16,—is for the remission of

sins," why are we not baptized every time we sin? Z.

The Scriptures do not teach that baptism, of it-

self, is for the remission of sins, but that faith, re-

pentance, and baptism, united, are for that purpose.

Those who do these things are saved from their

sins. They are born again, and by this new birth

passed from a state of condemnation into a saved

state. They pass from the kingdom of Satan into

the kingdom of Christ, and thereby become the

children of God. After that, if we sin, " we have

an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the right

eous," 1 John 2: 1, and do not need to be born again

every time we, through weakness, make a mistake.

What is the difference in the office of the Holy Ghost and

the Holy Spirit? A. DeBolt.

None whatever. Both terms, Holy Ghost and

Holy Spirit, refer to the same person—the third

person in the Trinity.

We are commanded to forgive those who trespass against

us. Matt. 6: 14, 15. But suppose they do not ask us to for-

give? What then? F. J. E. Greene.

In Matt. 18: 15-20 we are told how to proceed

with members who trespass against us, and if they

do not then ask forgiveness, the church will settle

the matter. As it relates to sinners, both Jesus and

Stephen forgave their enemies without being asked.

There may be times in our Christian experience

when wisdom would direct us to forgive the tres-

passes of a weak member without his asking.

" Governor Lcedy, of Kansas, is a Dunkard."

—

Philadelphia

Prtst, March 1. Will you please authenticate or deny this

M. A. REBERTS.

We understand that Governor Leedy's parent

were members of the Brethren church, but he is ni

member himself.

Is the Lazarus, who was raised from the dead, the same pei

son who died a beggar, at the rich man's gate? 0. G.

They are regarded as two different persons, ant

the one at the rich man's gate was as much of a re

ality as the one raised from the dead.

Would a deacon be allowed to preach, if called on at an isc

laled place? L. B.

He would, for the one time, if it is clear that it i

just the right thing for him to do at the time and

under the circumstances. But we would advise him

to report to his elder at once, and ask his advice
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what to do, should he ever be called on again

under similar circumstances. It is not wise for a

deacon to become too forward in the work of the

ministry. Each man should know his work and his

place.

In our judgment it is not a question of right or

wrong, for under some circumstances one may
stand during prayer. See Mark 11: 27 and Luke

18: 13. Our own brethren stand during prayer at

lovefeasts, anointings, ordinations and in the water

at baptism. But since we have adopted the custom

of kneeling at prayer, during public worship, it is

advisable that our ministers should continue this

well-recognized Bible custom even when conduct-

houses belonging to other denomina-

While we recognize no harm in standing in

>uses, still we urge our ministers to use the

kneeling posture, wherever it can be so done with

J. H. 11,

—t- HOME AND * FAMILY*—
THE MASTER OF THE SHEEPFOLD.

De massa ob de sheepfol',

Dat guard de sheepfol' bin,

Look out in de gloomenn' meadows,
Whar de long night rain begin.

So he call to de hirelin' shepa'd,

" Is my sheep, is dey all come in?
"

" O," den says de hirelin' shepa'd,

" Des's some, dey's black and thin;

And some, dey's po' ol' wedda's;

But de res', dey's all brung in—
But de res', dey's all brung in."

But de massa ob de sheepfol',

Dat guard the sheepfol' bin,

Goes down in de gloomerin' meadow,
Whar de long night rain begin.

So he le' down de ba's ob de sheepfol',

Callin' sof, " Come in, come in "—

Callin' sof, " Come in, come in."

Den up t'ro de gloomerin' meadows,
T'ro de col' night rain and win',

And up t'ro de gloomarin' rain-paf,

Wha'r de sleet fa' pie'ein' thin,

De po' los' sheep of de sheepfol',

Dey all comes gaddenn' in

—

De po' los' sheep of de sheepfol',

Dey all comes gadderin' in.

WHAT TO THINK ABOUT.

MARY 1 LNU.U.T

" Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever

things are honorable, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever

things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever
things are of good report: if there be any virtue, and if there

be any praise, think on these things."— Philpp, 4; 8.

Paul, in writing to the Philippian brethren, ex-

horts them to rejoice in the Lord and to be prayer-

ful. " In every thing, by prayer and supplication,

with thanksgiving let your requests be made known
unto God." Then the promise is that the peace of

God, " which passeth all understanding, shall keep

your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus."

Do we belive as Paul did,—that we can do all

things through Christ, which strengthened me?
If iwt, what is our faith? Do we heed the exhorta-

tion of Paul, or do we not?

Having been a reader of the Gospel Messenger
for many years, and thinking that I fully appreciat-

ed its weekly visits, I am now convinced that in

health one does not fully realize what great bless-

ings are bestowed upon us, as needy creatures.

Having been afflicted for some time, and having

more leisure to read than formerly, I have learned

to value good books and good literature more than

ever before, and, since reading No. g, of Gospel

Messenger, I am ready to say with the sister in

her article, " The Good Done by the Messenger,"
that we certainly have many reasons to be grateful

to our Heavenly Father when we stop to consider

what he has done and is still doing.

Could we all realize the truthfulness of what is

there expressed, methinks we would try to double
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our diligence in the future to have it find a place in

many homes where it has not yet been welcomed
since it is an admitted fact that it does such a grand

work in such a quiet way as -not to give offense.

Neutral, Kans.

LOVE OP NATURE.

BY LULA HARSHBARGER.

" To him who in the love of nature holds

Communion with her visible forms, she speaks

A various language; for his gayer hours

She has a voice of gladness, and a smile

And eloquence of beauty; and she glides

Into his darker musings with a mild

And healing sympathy, that steals away
Their sharpness ere he is aware."

The Messenger
know, and perhaps

ject, but it is one al

should appreciate mon
God's own handiwork

nature on every hand. Why,

not a floral magazine, wi

's may seem a strange sub

ght to be interested in.

e the beauties around u

abundantly
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but so few seem to realize it. Indeed, we often

look upon these natural wonders as a mere matter

of chance. If we would cultivate more love for

nature and the beautifuF (not the vain-glorious

kind of beauty that consists in adorning the body),

but that which God created for the benefit and

pleasure of his children, we would be more pure

and true. Nature's beauty was meant to be an up-

lifting, soul-inspiring agent to draw all men nearer

to the fountain-head of its existence and our God,

We want to encourage those who read these

lines to cultivate some flowers this summer. You,

who never have given thought to them, cannot

know the pleasure, profit and inspiration one single

blossom can give. As the Father cares for and

decorates one tiny flower in such a marvelous

manner, surely he will have compassion on the hu-

man soul, the would-be flowers of an eternal king-

dom! Many a wholesome lesson do we glean from

their innocent faces,

" Teaching us by most persuasive reasons,

How akin they are to human things."

Out of earth they spring to gladden all mankind.

We are created from like substance and their mis-

sion should be ours. Without the tears of God's

refreshing rain and the smiles of his encouraging

sunshine, the flowers perish, and without God's

mercy and lovingkindness we could not exist,

Truly, flowers are

"Emblems of our own great resurrection.

Emblems of the bright and better land."

" Bright and glo:

Written all c

Making eviden

r this

In these stars of earth, these golden flowers."

Who, that has a spark of adoration for Divinity

in himself cannot recall some time when the loveli-

liness and harmony in nature's mechanism has

soothed and lulled to rest the storm-tossed soul?

" If thou art weary and hard beset

With sorrows that thou wouldst forget,

If thou wouldst read a lesson, that would keep

Thy heart from fainting and thy soul from sleep,

Go to the woods and hills! No tears

Dim the sweet looks that nature wears!"

How refreshing, after a weary day, to drink in

the cool breath of evening, to hear the happy birds

and see the floating clouds, and, above all, to know
that the God that made them loves and cares for

us too. It puts new life in us for future conquests,

and we redouble our energies in appreciation of

the beauties surrounding us.

How serenely, peacefully and calmly, all nature

works together, fulfilling the mission to it assigned!

No discord, harshness and no ill will! What ex-

amples are ever before us, to be patient, trusting

and ever busy! If we do not profit by them, no

wonder the Master holds us accountable. If we
would think of these things more, there would be
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less room for rubbish in our minds. All th.

ous grades displayed in the ever-changing

are beautiful, and all is intended for our good.

But, again, let us turn to the flowers! Who can
know the good accomplished by the gift of

flowers to prisons and slums, not counting their

cheery influence for the sick and weary! Often
these beautiful, silent messengers can touch the

heart quicker than words. Perhaps they call to

mind the little garden at home, in the long ago,

when they were happy, innocent children, un-

touched by grief or crime, and their very soul

cries out, in agony of sin, to the God who loves

the flowers, to love and pity them too.

" Sometimes melhmks, the songs thai are unfinished,

The words unspoken that might bless the hour,

The smile intended yet bechance unnoticed,

Completed are, and live within some flower."

Ha t Ho our room, in winter,—no mat-
ter if just one. It will cheer manv an hour and
make you think of the brightness One Life gave to

a world of coldness, darkness and gloom! Teach
the children to love and emulate the flowers in

their innocence and trust. It may be a safeguard

in later years. • If life in a crowded, wicked city be
theirs, far from loved ones and their protecting in-

fluence, the memory of the old home, among the

trees and flowers, surrounded by nature's holy

charms, will be an oasis in the desert, and a key to

a better life.

" what a glory doth this world put on

For him who with a fervent heart goes forth

Under the bright and glorious sky, and looks

On duties well performed and days well spent!

For him the wind, ay, and the falling leaves,

Shall have a voice, and give him eloquent teachings."

Ladoga, Ind,

-*-* CORRESPONDENCE *—-

From the Salem Church, Ohio.

Our regular council was held Feb. 18. Consider-

able business came before the meeting. Brethren

John H. Rinehart and Geo. W. Buntain were elect-

ed as Sunday school Superintendents, Bro. S, R,

Zug and wife, of Pennsylvania, who are on a visit

through the valley, called on us, and Bro. Zug gave

us two excellent sermons.

Our Bible class, which was organized since our

Bible school, conducted by Bro. E. S. Young, is in

a prosperous condition. Quite a larpe class meets

once a week. Their first examination will be next

Saturday evening. Their instructor, Bro. Ezra

Flory, spares no pains in making it interesting to

the class.

Our meeting at Georgetown is

nicely, and we have large crowds a;

tion. Bro. Rairigh, of Michigan, dc

ing. Jesse K
Union, Ohio, March 2,

moving along

id good atten-

es the preach-

From Hollywood, Alabama.

—To-day, March 14, we held our first church ser-

vice in Hollywood. The congregation, for num-

ber and attentiveness, was very gratifying to us, as

it was composed of our best and most influential

citizens.

—Through the courtesy of friend Brown, of the

Baptist church, we are invited to occupy that house

the second Sunday of each month.

—Our dear friend Brown is feeling the infirmi-

ties of old age. He has given us a very warm wel-

come and shown us much Christian courtesy, which

we greatly appreciate.

—Three weeks ago, to-day, the writer was elected

Superintendent of the Union Sunday school, of this

place. Thus the Lord is giving us work to do.

Well, that is what we asked him for; may he give

us grace to perform the same faithfully and in hu-

mility.

219

—We are receiving many letters of inquiry, but,
brethren, do not grow impatient if you do not hear
from us at once. We are very busy just now, but
hope to have more time for correspondence soon.
—We are convinced that the desire to change lo-

cation prevails among our Brethren. This is all

right, if our motives are right. It is an undertaking
of much importance, therefore let me entreat you
to take the matter to the Lord, and wherever he di-

rects you, go; and you will make no mistake.
—We have distributed a number of tracts which

are kindly received. Now what we want is, breth-
ren to come and locate among us and verify the
principles we publish, by correct Christian living.

—Not long since one minister said to another,
" Our brethren do not use tobacco." We were sor-
ry to be compelled to modify his statement by say-
ing, that our brethren are doing what they can to

discourage its use. " Whether therefore ye eat, or
drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of

God." 1 Cor. 10: 31. E. j. Neheu.

From Kidder, Mo.

We spent a few days with the Brethren at Kid-
der, Mo., a few weeks ago, and were delighted with
the beautiful country and fine prospects of building

up a large church at this place, although it was but
recently commenced, They have a good, plain

meetinghouse in town, around which already forty-

four members have come,—mostly from Minnesota,

Iowa, and Illinois. I found the members delighted

with their change of location, because they have no
blizzards, no long winters, no extreme cold, no ex-

tremely warm weather, no malaria, no lack of rain,

no hot winds nor drought, hence no failure of crops,

no irrigation necessary, no lack of fruit of every

kind growing in this latitude, no doubt of a large

congregation here soon.. We have mentioned some
things the Brethren of this place do not have and if

any one wishes to know what they do hive he can

find out by writing to Elder W. C. Hipcs, Kidder,

Mo., enclosing five cents in stamps. S, Z. Sharp.

From Olpe, Kans.

The Verdigris church met in quarterly council

March 6. Bro. W. B. Sell had been previously

chosen to take the oversight of the church. He
was present for the first time at this meeting. The
proposition of building a church was considered

and a locating committee appointed; also five so-

licitors to raise money for the same.

There being a request by the ministers for help,

the church held a choice, and S. E. Lantz was

chosen and installed. Bro. B. S. Miller was chosen

Superintendent of our Sunday school. Bro. Sell

preached three soul-cheering sermons for us. One
came out and made the good confession. Others

are near the kingdom. One young sister is to be

baptized east of this place to-day.

Our aged brother Himes is in feeble health. He
was anointed last week. Bro. G. W. Garst repre-

sented us in District Meeting. Wc decided to hold

our love feast Sept. 9. The place has not yet been

decided. J. M. Quakenbush.

March 8,

From Washington, D. C.

The brethren and sisters of this city recognize

the importance of helping the poor children here

to attend Sunday school and preaching services.

They have built up a good Sunday school, and have

increased attendance at church

mand for money, clothing, etc.,

few members here are able to

vice of the General Missionary

tee, they recently organized a

order to do more extensive

;, but the

is greater than the

upply. By the ad-

and Tract Commit-
1
" Aid Society," in

and effective work.

The Sisters' Aid So-

ciety, of Washington, D. C." The object of the So-

ciety is, to receive donations in money, clothing,

etc., and to dispense the same to the poor and

needy,—especially the children. We trust our

"willing-hearted" members will respond to this



need. Christ fed the multitude, when they v,

not able to feed themselves. Send all commun

tions and supplies to the Secretary,—Sister Ca

Westergreen, 315 D. Street, Washington, D. C.

S. F.Sangbi

Special Notice 1

The District Meeting for 1897 will be held in the

Dry Fork church, Jasper Co., Mo., May 13, com-

mencing at nine o'clock A. M. Delegates should

come the day before. Those coming over the Gulf

Road from the Eaflt, in the morning, will change

cars at Lamar, and come to Jasper at 3 P, M. Those

coming from the South over the Frisco line, will

change cars at Carthage, coming to Jasper at 7: 37

P. M. There will be conveyance from the train

to place of meeting. W. M. Harvey.

Death of Eld. D. B. Sturgis, M. D.

Bko. STURQIS was of English parentage and be-

longed to the American Sturgis family. He was

born near Maysville, Tenn., June 17, 1811. He was

taken by his parents to Dayton, Ohio, in 1815; they

removed to Sangamon County, III., in 1821.

Bro. Sturgis received such education as the fron-

tier then afforded. He was an orphan at the age of

thirteen years. He laboied on a farm to help sup-

port his widowed mother and sisters, and, by the

light emitted from the old-fashioned fireplace,

studied such books as came in his way, with all the

greed of a youth thirsting for knowledge, without

teacher or guide. Theological, historical and medi-

cal works were his favorites,

Religiously, by antecedents, he was Episcopal-

His environments threw him in contact with the old

Calvinistic Baptists, of which his mother was a mem-
ber. The thought of eternal reprobation of a great

part of the human family drove him almost to skep-

ticism. Paine'fl "Age of Reason" and Voltaire's

works cast a shade of doubt over his expanding

mind, as he thought the Bible taught the doctrine

attributed to it by the preachers, whom he

heard. He came in contact with Elder Isham Gib-

son, of the Brethren church, and by him, with his

young wife, was baptized in Morgan County, 111., in

1833. He served as a deacon for a short time, but

was soon elected to the ministry and eventually or-

dained to the office of bishop, of which the follow-

ing is a verbatim copy, in the handwriting of Elder
Isham Gibson, and signed by Eld. George Wolfe:

To whom these presents shall come, greeting 1

This is to certify that at a meeting, appointed at Bro. Isham
Gibson's, on Apple Creek, in Morgan County, 111,, by request of

the church Bro, Daniel B. Sturgis was ordained a bishop of

the church of Fraternity o( Baptists, by the laying on of hands
of the Presbytery, on the eleventh day of September, in the
year of our Lord, 1841,

Given under our hands the day and date above written.

George Wolfe.

He preached much in Illinois, Iowa, Indiana and
other States. He was largely instrumental in estab-

lishing a more perfect union between the Far West-
ern Brethren and the General Brotherhood, in 1856
to 1858, He was often moderator of District Meet-
ings and member of Standing Committees. He
went with Eld. Jacob Miller on committee work to

California in 1871. He attended twenty seven An-
nual Meetings and thirty-one District Conferences.
The subject of this sketch, besides his ministerial

work, was a physician of considerable eminence,
which was his chosen profession.

His first wife was Susan Jackson, with whom he
lived over fifty years. To this union were born elev-
en children, six of whom survive him, viz., Julia Wil-
liams, of Mulberry Grove, Sarah Brown, of Fayette
County, Anna, wife of the writer, Dr. John Sturgis,
of Perrin, Mo., Mrs. Susan Montgomery, of Cam-
eron, Mo., and Mary Flora, wife of Dr. Wm. Flora
of St. Edwards, Nebr,

His second wife was Rachel Smith, to whom he
was married Jan. 4, 1886, who survives him. She
did all for his comfort that a good and faithful wife
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Id do. She endeared herself to his children in

this, that she cared for him with greatest care and

patience during his last sickness, bearing the bur-

den of caring for him without a murmur or com-

plaint. God bless her in her great sorrow and af-

fliction!

Father died in Mulberry Grove, 111., March 16,

897, aged eighty five years, eight months and twen-

ty-nine days. Funeral services by Eld. Henry Lil-

ligh and others, at the Brethren church, four miles

northwest of Mulberry Grove. D. B. Gibson.

Notes x from x our x Correspondents.

Fredric, Iowa.—The members of the Monroe

hurch met in regular quarterly council, March 13.

Considerable business came before the meeting.

We reorganized our Sunday school by electing Sis-

ter Mamie Follis, Superintendent, Twelve have

been added to our church since Sept. i.—Iimma

Funk, March 20.

Indian Creek Church, Iowa.—Bro. Moses Dear-

dorff, of Yale, Iowa, came to us and gave us eight

impressive sermons. Bro. H. R. Taylor, of Deep
River, Iowa, continued for one week, during which

time the mission work was remembered. The
brethren fed us rich, spiritual food. Five came out

on the Lord's side, and were baptized.—A W.

Flora, March 2j.

Harrod, Ohio.—We hereby notify the churches

of the Northwestern District of Ohio, that those

desiring the next Ministerial Meeting will please

send in their request by the time of the District

Meeting, also, if any brethren or sisters have a sub-

ject they desire to have placed on the program,

they will please send the same to the undersigned

by April 14.— C. L, Wilkins, March 22.

Cando Church, N. Dak.—March 7 we opened a

series of meetings, conducted by the home minis-

try. The spirit of the Lord seemed to have taken

hold of the meeting, and a growing interest soon

prevailed. At present writing there are seventeen

applicants for baptism and the meeting is still in

progress. Our Sunday school will open with the

next quarter.— i". IV. Bnri-hart, March 25.

Wolf Lake, Ind.—Our first quarterly council, for

1897. occurred March 6. We had a good meeting.

One letter of membership was granted. We held

our Sunday school every two weeks, during the

winter. We decided to have Sunday school each

Sunday, beginning with April 4. We also agreed

to hold a love feast on Saturday, May 29, to begin

at 3 P. M.

—

Levi Zumbrun, Blue River, Ind., March
16.

Mountville Church, Pa.—We feel much re-

freshed by a scries of meetings, just closed by Bro.

Levi S. Mohler, of Dillsburg, York Co,, Pa. He
preached eleven sermons. Bro. Mohler is an ear-

nest defender of the Truth, proclaiming it with bold-

ness. Two precious souls have become willing to

unite with the children of God. We are hopeful

for others to follow.—lillie B. Herr, Salunga, Pa.,

March 22,

McPherson, Kans.—The Ministerial and District

Meetings of Southwestern Kansas will be held at

McPherson, Kansas, Tuesday and Wednesday,
April 13 and 14, instead of the dates which are

named in the March number of the Teacher and
Student, lhe readers of the latter will please make
a note of this correction. Our Sunday school and
some friends contributed 314.51 for the destitute of

India,— C. E. Arnold, March so.

Sand Brook Church, N. J.—This church met in

council March 20, at 1 P. M. Eld. C. W. Moore
presided. Three young brethren were added to the

board of trustees. Arrangements are now being
made for our coming District Meeting, which will

be heldin this church May 13. We expect to have
a love feast here this spring. A weekly members'
meeting has been started, which is very interesting.

—lennie F. Green, Sergcantsville, N.J., March 24.

April 3, 1897.

Swan Creek Church, Ohio.—One more was add-

ed to the church March 22,—an aged man who
never had been to our church, but was convinced

by his own reading. He is an invalid. His left

side is paralyzed. We had to carry him into the

water on his chair. He felt happy after baptism.

—

David Berkeybile, March 24.

Los Angeles, Cal.—March 13 our council was
held. Two delegates were chosen to represent this

congregation in District Meeting. Bro. John D.

Buckwalter was chosen to serve as a deacon, and

was, in God's love and fear, inducted into office.

The work of the Lord is* prospering, and great

grace is freely given to all:

—

M, M. Eshelman.

Martin Creek Church, 111.—The members of this

church met in quarterly council March IT. Our
council had been postponed one month, on account

of the absence of our elder, John Harshbarger, who
has been visiting in Virginia for the past four

months. We decided to reorganize Sunday school,

to begin April 4, with Bro. J. W. Harshbarger,

Superintendent. We also decided to hold a love

feast Oct. 2S, at 3 P. M.—/./, Scrogum, Mirck //.

Pine Creek Church, 111,—We met in quarterly

council March 18. A large amount of business

came before the meeting. The sisters asked the

privilege of organizing" a sewing society, which

was granted. Substantial aid was granted for the

orphans of Mexico, Ind., on the "one cent aid"
plan. Brethren Frank Miller and John Burner

were chosen delegates to District Meeting and the

writer to Annual Meeting.—John Hcckman, Polo, III.,

March ig.

Somerset Church, Ind.—This church met in

quarterly council March 20. Our presiding elder,

S. S. Ulrey, was present; also Eld. N, W. Crumrine.

Several were received by letter; two letters were
granted to a brother and his wife, who are going to

North Dakota, Two delegates were elected to

District Meeting. A call was made for help in the

ministry. The church decided to hold an election

in the near future.—Otho Winger, Sweetser, Ind,

March 22.

Pine Creek Congregation, Ind.—The members
of the Blissville church organized a Sunday school

in January, and meet every two weeks at 9: 30, one
hour before our regular meeting time. The school

is growing in interest, and we also have a Bible

reading every Tuesday evening, unless the weather

is very disagreeable, It is very interesting, not on-

ly to the members, but to others also. Many are

attending the meetings to get more light.—/, G.

Wagemait, March 25,

Chapman Creek Church, Kans.—March 2, Bro.

W. L. Bingaman came to this church and began his

Bible Land talks the same evening. He gave us

five Bible Land talks, and on Sunday he gave us a

very instructive sermon; also one talk on his trip,

Those talks were very interesting and instructive.

The people showed their appreciation by a crowded
house and a liberal collection for the Armenian Or-
phanage, to the amount of S18.15.—Benj. Forney,

Abilene, Kans., March 18.

Eagle Creek Church, Ohio.—This church met in

regular quarterly council March 20. Bro. I. P,

Thomas was re-elected Superintendent of our Sun-

day school. Bro. J. R. Spacht will represent us at

Annual Meeting and Bro. Bosserman and the writer

at District Meeting. Our love feast will occur June

12. Our church seems to be alive to the great

work that is before her. Impressions are being

made that will no doubt result favorably.

—

Chat A,

Borne, Williamstown, Ohio, March 22

English Prairie Church, Ind.—We held our first

quarterly council, for 1S97, with a fair representation

of members. The church agreed to have a Com-
munion meeting, June 12, next, at 2 P. M. We
have also selected a committee, to make the proper

arrangements for the District Meeting, to be held

this fall at our church, which belongs to the North-

ern District of Indiana. Our Sunday school has

been in session all winter, and also the Bible meet-

ing, each Wednesday evening,—John Long, Brighton,

Ind., March 22.



April 3, 1897.

Pickrell, Nebr.—Because of the lack of funds in

our District treasury, my time will not be fully oc-

cupied. Should any church desire my assistance. I

will gladly respond. I am situated this year to

give my entire time to the church. My wife trav-

els with me.— C. B. Smith, March iS,

Quemahoning Church, Pa.—We have seven
meetinghouses in our district, and seven preachers.

This spring two leave for other places. Bro. Isaiah

B. Ferguson moves to the Middle Creek church,

and Bro. J. S. Zimmerman goes to Huntingdon
Kid. George Hanawalt is able to do some preach

ing again, though he has not yet entirely recovered

from his injuries. I have been sick nearly all win-

ter, and am not able to do much labor at present.

—Joseph Beam, Ligonier, Pa., March 24

Milmine Church, 111.—Oar council-meeting,

March 11, passed off very pleasantly, as usual.

Our elder was with us. Our Sunday school was re-

organized by electing Minnie V. Gibson, Superin-

tendent. The different missions received their al-

lotted appropriations. Our school, though small,

is evergreen. Bro. D. Heckman, our late Superin-

tendent, made the school a success in every way.

We are ordering the Brethren's literature exclu-

sively. This, we think, all our churches should do.

—M. V. Gibson, March 22.

Union Church, Ind—We had a very enjoyable

council March 13. All seemed to feel that they

had a work to do, and a good spirit prevailed dur-

ing the entire meeting. The church granted four

letters of membership. Our Sunday school is ever-

green, April 4 we will reorganize for the coming
season. Our Bible reading, each Thursday even-

ing, is very interesting, as well as beneficial. Our
young members have been acting as " leaders," and
we find them doing remarkably well.—Laura Appel-

man, Plymouth, Ind., March jy.

Sugar Creek Church, 111.—The members of this

church met in quarterly council March 20. Eld. C.

Fitz presided, assisted by Eld. J. H. Brubaker, of

the Pleasant Hill church. A good deal of business

came before the meeting. Two letters of member-
ship were received, and two granted. We have
made some arrangements to have a Sunday school

for the first time, in four or five years, with Bro. B.

F. Filbrun and the writer, as Superintendents.

Bro. H. H. Harnly is our delegate to Annual Meet-

ing.—/Mh M Miller, March 22.

Barron, Wis.—March 13 Bro. Jacob Delp, of Illi-

nois, commenced a series of meetings. The weather

being bad, he did not continue as long as intended.

We had some good meetings, and fairly good attend-

ance. A meeting was held at the house of Bro. H.

Joyce, who, with his daughter,—Sister Atta Woods,
—was not able to attend the other meetings. Bro.

Delp assisted in a council, and was chosen to rep-

resent the church at District Meeting. We wel-

come him back at any time. He leaves this morn-

ing for Knapp, Wis.

—

Ed. Wycoff, March 24.

Upper Dublin Church, Pa.—Bro. T. T. Myers, of

Philadelphia, delivered three very instructive lec-

tures on the " Lands of the Bible," last week,

which were greatly appreciated by our people.

These "talks" were illustrated with native cos-

tumes, which added interest to the exercises. At
our half-yearly council-meeting, a love feast was

appointed for May 8, at 5 P. M. This date occurs

on Saturday previous to District Meeting. Elders,

delegates, and others, will be heartily welcomed to

be with us until the time of the Conference.—B. F.

Kittinger, Ambler, Pa., March 22.

Bridgewater, Va — I am now working in the

chapel at this place, and having pleasant meetings,

I spent a little over four months in the First Dis-

trict of Virginia, and expect to be here, in the Sec-

ond District, until May 7. Then I go to Maryland,

My time in this District will be spent principally in

the Timberville and Woodstock congregations. I

have many other calls, but time will not admit of

visits to all. Judging from the number who-united

with the church where I have been this winter, it

would seem as if this was sowing time, and not

reaping.

—

A. Hutchison, March 24.
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Palestine Church, Ind.—We organized our Sun-
day school March 14. Bro. Ben Lehman was elect-

ed Superintendent. I think Bro. I. B. Trout's es-

say on Sunday school and church visitors is good
We have meetings twice a month at the new Oak
Grove house and once a month at the Palestine

house.

—

Samuel A7
. Halm, Seafield, lnd„ Match ij.

Loramies Church, Ohio.—We held our quarterly

council some time ago. Bro. Joshua Whitmer
and the writer were chosen delegates to District

Meeting. We appointed a love feast for May
15, with a series of meetings to begin May 8. The
meetings are to be held by our elder, I. J. Rosen-
berger. Our Sunday school has been evergreen
and I think it pays well to continue all winter.

The enemy does not stop his work during the win-

ter, and much less should we. Our social meetings
are interesting, and, I think, a source of much good.
—Jonathan Hoover, Oran, Ohio, March iS,

Portage Church, Ohio.—March 20 the members
met in quarterly council at our central house. It

was decided to hold a love feast May 22, com-
mencing at 10 o'clock. Our elder, J. C. Whitmore,
was elected delegate to Annual Meeting, and
also to District Meeting, together with Bro. J. P.

Krabill. We also elected Sunday school superin-

tendents for this summer. There were three more
received by baptism since last report, from this

place, making six received since the close of Bro.

I. J. Rosenberger's series of meetings last fall.—/.

B. Kyser, Clovtrdale, Wood Co., Ohio, March 22.

Pine Grove, Pa.—Eld. H. E. Light commenced a

series of meetings March io, in the Schuylkill

church. March 13 I went home on a visit, and to

attend the meetings. Bro. Light held forth the

Word with power. Two made the good confession,

and others were almost persuaded. March 20 Bro,

Light went to Shamokin, to a council-meeting.

He left there at midnight, and came to Ephrata on
Sunday morning, in time for service. He preached

an interesting sermon at Mohler's meetinghouse.

In the evening he preached at Ephrata on " Heav-
enly Recognition," by request.

—

Sallie A. Haldeman,

Ephrata, Pa., March 22.

Mt. Vernon Church, 111.—We met in quarterly

council on Saturday afternoon, March 20, at the

house of Bro. Andrew Buck, in Mt. Vernon. Our
elder, Henry Lilligh, presided. Considerable busi-

ness was transacted in a pleasant way. Bro. O. Z
Hicks (our home minister), preached at the Camp,
Ground schoolhouse on Saturday night. Bro. Lil-

ligh filled the appointment on Sunday, at the same
place. Both brethren gave us good sermons, which
were received with apparent interest by large and
orderly audiences. Some of the brethren assist in

a union Sunday school, in progress at this place.

—

D. Z Angle, March 24.

East Nimishillen Church, Ohio.— I met the mem-
bers here on the evening of March 4, to assist them

in conducting a series of meetings in what is known
as the Lake meetinghouse. At first the weather

was much against the attendance, there being much
rain and bad roads. In a week, however, we were

favored with fine weather, which much improved

the attendance. Good attention was given to the

Word preached. Seven were added to the church

by baptism. Many more were almost persuaded to

be Christians, but would not yield to the call. We
preached, in all, twenty-two sermons.

—

Reuben

Shroyer, Pierce, Ohio, March 2j.

Tuscarawas Church, Ohio.—We are moving

along, as usual, in our church work. Our regular

meetings are quite well attended, and a commend-
able interest is manifested by the members. Feb.

25 we convened in quarterly council. Our Sunday

schools will open up again at the beginning of next

quarter. Bro. A. W. Yutzey will superintend the

same. Having had considerable experience in

Sunday school work, he has learned how to conduct

such work. Our Communion meeting will occur

May 29, commencing at 5 P. M. We expect, also,

to conduct a series of meetings at the Eden house,

commencing on the evening of April II.

—

Reuben

Shroyer, Pierce, Ohio, March 2j,

Cornell Church, 111.—Our elder, Menno Stauffer,
preached for us on Sunday forenoon and evening,'
March 20. On Monday was our quarterly council.
The church decided to hold a series of meetings
next September, and to have Bro. Peter Stuckman
conduct these meetings. The church granted two
letters of membership, and also elected a church
treasurer and trustee.—/!///? Dale, March gf.

Pine Grove, Md —Our quarterly council was
held March 20. There was no great amount ot
business before the church. One letter was grant-
ed. It was concluded to send one delegate to Dis-
trict Meeting. Arrangements have been made
towards the building of a churchhoiise in Oakland,
Md. The Brethren make it a rule to preach a doc-
trinal sermon on the evening of each quarterly
council. Two sermons,—the first on ' Setting up
of the Kingdom;" ihe second, on "Repentance,"
have been preached already. The third, on " Bap-
tism," will be preached June 19, by Eld. W. T.
Sines. The latter, though on the sick-list, is able
to be about.—Samuel M. Wilhclm, Pleasant Hill, IV.

Va,, March 22.

Manor Church, Pa.—The members of this church
met in council March 20. All the business was
pleasantly transacted, There were five letters giv-

en, among them two of our young ministers, who
are going back ti school, so as to be better quali-

fied for the work of the Master. Our love feast

will be June 4, at 4 P. M. Our delegates to Dis-

trict Meeting are Joseph Holsopple and J. W. Fy-

ock. We arranged for a series of meetings in the
fall. Bro. Jasper Barnthouse, who is now engaged
in a series of meetings in Diamondville, is expect-

ed to be with us. We expect to organize our Sun-
day school April 4. I am now in Burnside, Clear

field Co., Pa., where Bro. J. M. Mohler is preaching.
—Lizzie Fyock, March 22.

Sturgeon Bay, Wis.—Bro. II. C. Baker, of Pippin

County, Wis., came to us Feb. 27, and commenced
preaching the same evening. He was not in good
health, as he contracted a severe cold on his way
here. Still he continued preaching, night after

night, till he gave us twenty soul-cheering sermons,

besides one church meeting and one funeral. Two
came out and made the good confession, and were

baptized. Four more promised they would come
out as soon as an organization is effected here. A
good interest was manifested during the entire

meetings. We feel sorry that the meetings had to

close, but our brother had other calls to fill and

could not stay longer. Our meetings closed March

19, with good interest.

—

H.J. Cript, March 20.

Sandy Creek Church, W. Va.—We have just

closed a very interesting series of meetings. March

6 Bro. Jasper Barnthouse, of Markleysburg, Pa.,

came to us and preached eleven acceptable ser-

mons. His time being limited, he preached his

last sermon March 14, and, during his stay, seven-

teen were received by baptism. We thought it

best not to close our meetings just then, so we con-

tinued them for five more evenings, closing March

19, with four more added by baptism, and one re-

claimed. As an immediate result of the meetings,

twenty-one were received by baptism, and one re-

claimed. The members are also much built up,

and we hope to see good fruits of our meetings.

—

Jeremioh Thomas, Clifton Mills, W, Va.
t
March 20.

Turkey Creek Church, Okla. T.—March 20 this

church met in council. Bio. W. B. Sell, our elder,

will represent us at District Meeting. This church

sends one query to District Meeting. We also

raised our quota to defray expenses. In the even-

ing the members held a love feast at the home of

our dear brother, A. K. Sell, for the benefit of our

dear sister, the wife of A. K. Sell, who is very

much afflicted. At our council, last November, she

called for the elders and was anointed. Bro. Sid-

ney Hodgden and our elder were both present at

our council. Bro. A. K. Sell was ordained to the

eldership. Bro. W. B. Sell is holding some meet-

ings with the members at the east end of this

church at present.—M. E. Angltmyer, New Ponca,

Okla. T., March 24.
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Pierson, Iowa.— March % the Kings-

ley church met in quarterly council.

We decided to hold a scries of meet-

ings sometime during the summer.

Our love feast is June 5, at the cast

church. We received two by letter.

Three more will move in April I. Wc
reelected our Sunday school officers

at both churches. — D. T. Ditrdorfl.

March 21.

Notice. —The District Meeting of

Northwestern Kansas and Northern

Colorado will be held at the Dorrance

church, near Dorrance, Russell Co.,

Kans., on Friday, May 7, 1897. Min-

isterial Meeting will be held the day

before. A Communion Meeting will

he held at the same place on the even-

ing of the day of District Meeting.—

Daniel W. Sloncr.

Loraine, 111.—Our quarterly council

met at 2 V. M., March 13. Besides

the usual amount of business, the sis-

ters organized a "Sisters' Orphan Aid

Society." Sister Kmma Card was cho-

sen President, and Sister Wiebc Pitt-

man, Secretary. We are fsw in num-

bers here, but where ther>: is a will

there is a way, and good can be done.

—

H. W. Strichler, March n.

Surprise, Nebr.—Wife and I just re-

turned home from a three weeks'

meeting near Surprise, where there is

a little band of God's children. Not-

withstanding the bad roads and disa-

greeable weather, we had a well-filled

house each evening and excellent at-

tention. Five souls made the good
confession. This is a new point for

the Brethren, bat a very encouraging

one.— C. B. Smith, March /<;.

Wyandot Church, Ohio.—We met
in quarterly council March 6. The
principal business that came before

the meeting was the electing of offi-

cials, which resulted as follows: Bro.

A. S. Meyers, Superintendent of Sun-

day school; brethren A. H. Newman
and Michael Ulrich, delegates to Dis-

trict Meeting; Isaiah Heistand, dele-

gate to Annual Meeting. One letter

was granted.

—

Alverty Buxton.

New Murdock, Kans.—The King
man church met in quarterly council

March 13. It was decided to have a

love feast Oct. 2 and 3. Our beloved

elder, Bro. John Wise, was with us,

and preached four greatly-appreciated

sermons. We are without a resident

minister here, and have very little

preaching. We would be very thank-

ful if some minister would come and
locate in our congregation.

—

Annie L.

Kline, March 18.

Log Creek Church, Mo.—We held

our regular quarterly council March 6
All business was transacted in a Chris-

tian-like manner. Two were received

by letter and one letter was granted.

The District Mission Board of North-
ern Missouri met here Feb. 27. Four
sermons were delivered. We appre-

I tielit if thi

work of the Mission Board were better

understood by the church at large, the

Board would have more means to car-

ry on the work. We meet each Satur-

day evening to study the Word, and
have a very interesting class. We ex-

pect to reorganize our Sunday school
March 28, and will use the Brethren's

Quarterlies, the Young Disciple, and
Children at Work.—M. E. Stair, Polo,

Mo., March iz.

Paradise Prairie Church, Okla. T.—
Wc met in regular quarterly council

March 13, presided over by Bro. Ap-

plcman. Since my last report we have

received seven members,—five by let-

ter, one reclaimed, and one by bap-

tism. On Sunday and Sunday night

Bro. Holderman, of the Mt. Hope
church, preached for us.—/. C. Neher,

Clarkson, Okla. T„ March 17.

Frenchbroad Church, Tenn. — We
met in council March 6. As there

was no important business before the

church, Eld. Jacob Wine gave us some
good instructions. We have an ever-

green Sunday school, which we hope

to see flourish, until not only the chil-

dren will be interested, but the fathers

and mothers. Would not that be

"bringing the children up in the way
they should go"?-W«. Kate £. Mc-

Crary, Nina, Tenn., March /p.

Maple Grove Colony, Kans.—Bro.

G. H. Sharp (the blind brother) came

to our place March 2, and delivered

ten very impressive discourses to at-

tentive congregations. To some the

doctrine was new, as there has been no

preaching by the Brethren for seven

years at this place. There were no ac-

to the chu'eh, but the few

bers living here were built up in

that most holy faith Wc are eighteen

miles northeast of the church.

—

Sarah

E. Rentier, March 16.

-MATRIMONIAL-^
hurefore God lint h joined together, 1

HOOVER-GARVER.—By the writer, at

s residence, March 17, 1897. Mr. James H.

oover and Sister Florence G. Garver, bolh of

Altoona, Pa. D. S. Brallier.

SHIVELY—RHORER.—At the residence

the bride's father, near Bunker Hill, Ind.,

by the undersigned, Mr. Perry O. Shively and

Miss Sadie Olive Rhorer, both of Miami Coun-

ty, Ind. Daniel P. Shively.

ROELOFSZ—HORSH—At the residence

of the bride's parents, near Eagle, Nebr.,

March 16, 1897, by the undersigned, Mr. James
P. Roelofsz and Miss Susan O. Horsh, all of

Cass County, Nebr. J. L. Snavelv.

PAXTON-BURKHART.—By the under-

signed, at his residence, March 13, 1897, Mr.

David S, Paxton and Miss Sadie Burkhart,

both of Mowcrsville, Pa. Wm. A. Anthony.

FALLEN t ASLEEP • •

HARAMAN.—At his home, near Clarkson,

Payne Co., Okla. T„ March 10, 1897, Bro.

'rovidencc Haraman, aged 77 years, 5 months
nd 9 days, He was born in Ohio. He united

11 marriage with Barbara Lunach, of the same
Itate, in 1839 To this union were born ten

hildren, four of whom, with Sister Haraman,
till remain. He made a profession forty

'ears ago. The last five years he spent with

the Brethren church. Funeral at the church,

by Jacob Applet

SHOEMAKER.— In the Wakenda church,

Ray Co., Mo., March 9, 1897, Harvey Samuel,
son of Bro. Silas and Sister Angeline Shoe-
maker, aged 8 years, 9 months and 13 days.

Funeral services by Eld. S. B. Shirky, from
Amos 4; 12.

J, H. Shirky.

KESLER.-Near Troutville, Va., March 13,

1897, Sister Kesler, wife of Bro. James E. Kes-
ler (deceased), who dropped dead last June in

the harvest field. Sister Kesler was to hear
Bro. Hutchison preach on Friday night, and
on Saturday morning, as she was preparing
something for dinner, she felt a violent pain in

her temple and only lived one hour and a half.

She leaves a large family of children. Funer-
al services by brethren Jonas Graybil! and T.

C. Denton, from Psa. 90: 1. S. L. Shaver.

McCOV. — Near Frcdric, Iowa, March 4,

1897, of congestion of the lungs, Johnnie, in-

fant son of Lewis and Etta McCoy, aged 1

year and 1 month. Funeral services by Eld.

John Follis. Emma Funk.

DRISKILL.—In Hancock County, 111., Feb.

2, 1897, of pneumonia, Icy Bell Uriskill, daugh-

ter of Bro. John Driskill, aged 10 years and 10

months. She was living with her sister in Illi-

nois. Funeral services by a minister of the

Presbyterian church. By request of her father

and friends, who live in Frcdric, Iowa, the

Brethren conducted short services at the

Brethren church, near Fredric, Feb. 14.

KARCH.—In the Pleasant Valley church,

Elkhart Co., Ind., March 13, 1897. Theobolt

Berne Karcb, aged 16 years, 2 months and 6

days. He united with the Brethren church in

the spring of 1894, and lived a consistent

Christian life until called away by death. He
was sick five weeks with lung fever. By his

request he was anointed. Funeral at the

Pleasant Valley church, by Eld. C. Schrock,

from Isa. 57: 1, 2. L. E. Weaver.

GABLE — In the Shipshewana church, La-

grange Co., Ind., March 17, 1897, John Gable,

son of David and Gable, aged iS years, 2

months and 17 days. Services by the writer,

from Mark 10: 15. Benjamin Leer.

R1NGLER.— In the same church, March 16,

1897, Alexander Ringler, aged 70 years, 4

months and 2 days. The subject of this notice

was born in Somerset County, Pa. He was a

soldier in the Union Army for three years.

Aflu rhei
e lost his wife and daughter. He then

I to Indiana, where he lived for twenty-

years. Funeral services by the writer

and Daniel Miller, from Ps. 71: 2.

Benjamin Leer.

CHUPP.—In the Shipshewana church, La-

grange Co., Ind., March 9, 1897, Effa Chupp,

aged 5 months and 9 days. Funeral services

by the writf r, from Mark 10: 15.

Benjamin Leer.

MORNINGSTAR.— In the same church,

March 10, 1897, Elery Morningstar, aged 15

years, 10 months and 27 days. Funeral serv-

ices by the writer, from 2 Tim. 4: 6, latter

clause. Benjamin Leer.

PLAINE.— In the City of Staunton, Va„
March 10, 1897, Bro. Hiram Plaine, aged 81

months and 25 days. Bro. Plaine

at Sams Creek, Carroll Co., Md. He
a member of the Brethren church forhad been 2

wo daugh

- three

N. iCOFF

HARPINE. — Near Pleasantview, in the

Flatrock church, Va„ March 15, 1897. Bro. Jon-

athan Harpine, aged 54 years, 6 months and
6 days. Bro. Harpine was a deacon and al-

ways ready to lend a helping hand in all

church work. He will be much missed. He
s a widow and two sons. He lived to see

them both unite with the church. Funeral

services by Bro. Walter Yount and the writer.

S. H. Myers,

ULLERY.—At South Bend, Ind., March 3,

1897, Ethel Marie, daughter of Charles L. and
Emma Ullery, aged 1 year, 9 months and 1

day. Little Ethel was taken away very sud-

denly, almost in a moment. She choked to

death on a small, pearl collar button, which she

had, in her play, taken from a work-box. Truly,

there is "but a step between " life and death.

Services by the writer, assisted by Eld. H. W.
Krughbaum. Text, Mark 5: 39-

A. H. PUTERBAUGH.

BERRY.—At his home, at Otis, Hawkins
County, Tenn., March 16, 1897, Thomas Berry,

aged 71 years, 1 month and 4 days. He leaves

a widow, one son and three daughters. He
was the elder and only minister in the White-

horn church, Tenn. He was sitting on a block

at his barn, when suddenly he fell, gasping

but a few times. He was a man of more than

ordinary business qualifications; also a good
counselor. Owing to his advanced age and
physical condition, he seldom preached be-

yond the limits of his home church, where bis

seat was seldom vacant. Hi

next day in the family cemetery, in sight of

the surroundings where he spent all of

three score and eleven years, except about

three years in the sixties, P, M,

April 3, 1897.

SCOTT. — In the bounds of the Ashland
church, Ohio, March 5, 1897, Jennie E. Scott,

aged 2 years and 6 days. Funeral services by
the writer, at the Evangelical church, 6 miles

east of Ashland. W, F. England.

ROLAND.—In Ashland City, Ohio, March
11, 1897, Scott J. Roland, aged 3 months and

23 days. Funeral services by the writer, as-

sisted by Eld. Hoover, of the River Brethren

church, at the Chestnut Grove church.

W. F. England.

KRIEGH—At his home, near Chippewa

Lake, Mich., Bro. W. H. Kriegh, aged 46

years. He united with the church while young,

He was chosen to the ministry, and served

faithfully in that capacity until death. He suf-

fered a great deal this winter with cancer in the

stomach, which caused his death. He leaves

a wife, eight children and four step-children.

Funeral services conducted by Bro. Jacob

Tombaugh, from Rev. 14: 13.

W, F. Jehnzen.

KOHL.—At Sabetha, Kans., March 12, 1897,

of heart trouble, Mrs. Catharine Kohl, aged 56

years, 8 months and 1 day. Deceased was a

sister of Bro. Adam Stohl. She was bom in

Union County, Pa. She married Joseph Kohl.

Of the three children, born to them, all are

living. Services by the writer, from Isa. 40;

7,8. C. J. Hooper.

PATE.—In the bounds of the Shipshewana

church, Ind., Bro. Meredith Pate, aged 74

years and 16 days. Deceased was born in Vir-

ginia. He was a faithful member of the Breth-

n church for forty years. He leaves a wife,

son and three daughters. Services by the

riter, from Num. 10: 29.

Godfrey Sprang.

HOKE—In San Diego, Cal., Jan. 19, 1897,

Bro. George Hoke, aged 87 years, 11 months
id 26 days. Deceased was born in Colum-
ana County, Ohio, Jan. 23, 1809. He was a

member of the Brethren church for over forty

years and lived a devoted Christian life. He
as bereft of the companion of his youth in

I64, and in 1865 was married to Ellen Keller,

ith whom he lived for about twenty years,

hen death again entered the family and took

is companion away. Bro. Hoke lived with

is daughter, Minnie, in the City of Elkhart,

ut, at the time of his death, was on a visit to

is son in California, whom he had not seen

for forty-six years. His body was brought

back to bis home by a granddaughter, who ac-

companied him on his visit. Three sons and
three daughters are left. Services by the writ-

, from 1 John 3: 2. A. H. PuterbauGH.

GARBER.—At his home, in the Mountain

Valley church, Greene Co., Tenn., March 9,

897, of a complication of diseases, Mathias

Garber, aged about 52 years. He leaves a

v and 10 children. One son preceded

him to the spirit world a few years. He was a

inister in the second degree for a number of

ars. He leaves the assurance of having

me to rest. He said he was ready to live or

ady to die. His influence had gone out for

iod, as was shown by the cougregation that

is present at his burial. P. M. Correll.

BUXTON.— In the Wyandot church, Wyan-
dot Co,, Ohio, near Upper Sandusky, Feb. 20,

1897, of throat trouble and rheumatism, lames
iklin, elder son of Andrew and Sister De-

lilah Buxton, aged 29 years, 1 month and 6

He was a sufferer for about thirteen

years with rheumatism, For the last eighteen

months he was confined to the house, and for a

he was not able to walk without assist-

For the last four months be had to sit

I the I : by

YODER.—While away from home with her

parents, in the Harlan church, Shelby Co.,

Iowa, Jan. 18, 1897, of diphtheria, Lula, little

daughter of Bro. R. A. and Sister Anna I.

Yoder, aged I year, 7 months and 22 days.

Funeral services in the Sabetha church, Ne-

maha Co., Kans., from Mark 10: 14, by Eld. A.

VanDyke and the writer. C. J. Hooper.

STRICKER.—Near Lewisburg, Ohio, Nov.

4, 1896, Bro. John Strieker, aged 34 years, 4

months and 17 days. He had been ailing for

a short time. Funeral, Nov. 5, 1896, at the

Sugar Hill church, by Bro. A. G. Crosswhite.

The deceased was born in Jay County, Ind.

He leaves a sorrowing wife. He was a mem-
ber of the church for about five months.

S. E. Stricker.
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BITYER.—In the Ephrata church, Pa., Nov.

,5, iSo6,of a complication of diseases. Sister

Annie Bitzer, wife of Bro. Martin R. Bitzer,

aged 71 years and 22 days. She leaves a hus-

band and seven children. Funeral services by
1 V. King, of Maryland, and our home minis-

ters. J. R. ROYBR.

HENRY. — Near Roseland, Adams Co.,

N'ebr., March 12, 1897, of la grippe and dia-

betes, Goldie Henry, aged 1 year, 10 months

and 7 days. She was the youngest child of

[riend Henry and Sister Henry. Funeral by

the writer, from Matt. 3: 12, at the Silver Lake
meetinghouse, Adams Co., Nebr.

J.J.KlNDIG.

SAYLOR.—At her home, near Lavansville,

.Somerset Co., Pa., Jan. 22, 1897, of bronchial

catarrh, Emma M., wile of Bro. Harvey J. Say-

|or, aged 24 years, 6 months and 3 days. Her
husband and little boy, ten months old, survive

her. An infant daughter preceded her to the

spirit world several years ago. She was a

member of the Lutheran church. Funeral

services conducted by Mr. Gephart, of the

Luthera 1 church, assisted by Bro. R. T. Hull.

MaryE. Saylor.

HAWSE.— In the Greenmount church, Va„
March II, 1897, of dropsy, Bro. John Hawse,

aged 86 years, 10 months and 4 days. He
leaves a widow and a number of children. He
had selected, as a text for his funeral, Psa.

132: 14. Services at Mt. Zion church, by the

writer, assisted by I. C. Myers.

Jacob A. Garber.

HYLTON.-In Mercer County, Va„ Feb. 25,

1897, Sister Millie E. Hylton, wife of L. J. Hyl-

ton. She was the daughter of Austin Hylton

and sister of Harden Hylton, the father of

C. D. Hylton She was born between the

years 1830 and 1834; married in the year 1859;

joined the church in 1863, in East Tennessee,

Hoon's Creek congregation; moved from there

in Virginia, and from there to West Virginia.

The last six years of her life were spent in the

Mercer congregation, Mercer Co., W, Va„
where her loss to the church is much felt.

She was a mother in the church and family in

the truest sense. She leaves a devoted hus-

d, tbr< Om
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Our Publications.

ADVERTISEMENTS <

B. L. CARTER, Girard, 111.,
6t2 '

Dry Goods, Shoes, Etc.

Barred P. Rocks and White Wyandottes.

EGGS From " ai
'J"

s[ >»atiii«s.-eUiier varl-

Doctrinal Outlines

Is a book of 77 closely-printed pages that is

growing in favor wherever it is known. It is a

work for ministers, Sunday school workers and
others, containing outlines on tbe following:

Historical, Doctrinal, Missionary, Secret Soci-

eties, Homiletics, Revivals, The Sunday School,

The Home.

It is highly prized in Smyrna. (See page 41

of Messenger.) Order soon, as the number
on hand is limited. Price, paper cover 15

cents; cloth, 25 cents, prepaid.

Brethren's Publishing Co.,

Mt. Morris. 111.

Windsor
European Hotel,

TRIBUNE BLOCK,

145 to 153 Dearborn St. S, Gregsten, Prop,

CHICAGO, ILL.

Children at Work—Weekly; well-illusiri-

ted; contains the Sunday school lesson, witfc

explanation, etc., adapted to the understanding
of small children. No better publication can
be found for the little boys and girls of onr
Sunday schools.

locopies, pet quarter, .

.' .'
.' .' .' ."

.'
.' ,"

."

.'."c^t!
tocopld., per quarter: 40 cenli

Thh following is the list of the periodicals,

Sunday School Helps, eic.

The Qospel Messenger.—A large, religions

weekly,—published in the interest of the Breth-
rcn or German Baptist church and their only
recognized rhurch organ. Price, $1.50 per

The Young Disciple—An illustrated week
ly for the young. This is one of the most in-

teresting Sunday school papers published, and
should be used in all the schools within reach
of our peopli

. ,,,1,-a

Brethren's Family Almanac—Every (am
ily should have this Almanac; complete in ev
ery way. Price, per copy, 10 cents; special

terms to energetic agents.

Brethren's Quarterly—Prepared for all ad-

vanced classes. It contains ihe lesson text

and a complete explanation of the lesson

throughout. In preparing this quarterly we
keep constantly in view the needs of the
Brotherhood, and aim to tally adapt 11 to their

. IK »

Juvenile Quarterly.—Prepared especially

for the intermediate classes. This is one of the

neatest, and best illustrated quarterlies pub-

lished. The pictures are selected with great

care, and every lesson is illustrated. The llttli

folks are delighted with it.

Slngla iub«crIptton, per year 10 col

Sunday School Supplies.—We keep any
thing that is used in Sunday school work
Write us for prices on goods not adver-

tised here.

Sunday School Reward Cards.—Our stock

of cards is large and presents a variety

in styles and prices so as to please all,

Please send us a trial order and be con-

vinced.

Designs, very flue, flowered bor

issed Designs, size lis

1281 Embossed, extra nne, slie W*&H, .

1287 Blrde and Landscape, 8lie8x6M

1286 Flowers and Landscape, site 3^x6^,

.

1288 Birds and Landscape, alae^xQ^, . . .

LS91 Fine Soenery, size Z%x.b)ii

SKM Landscape and Birds, ilieUS^,. . .

Other Helps.—We are prepared to furnish

Bible Dictionaries, Commentaries, Maps, and

Bibles of every description. Always write us

before ordering elsewhere.

When ordering cards be sure to give num-

ber and price as well as the name, so that there

may be no mistake.

Brethren's Sunday School Song Book.

Horns Off!

Baltimore City Church.

Classified Minutes of Annual Meeting.

Not all the members of our church have
that perfect knowledge of our principles, that

is so desirable. Others there are who are well
acquainted with the church as it exists, but
who would like to know something of her past
history, as regards her gradual growth and de-
velopment. In fact, all who arc interested in

the welfare of the church, that is so dear to all

of us, should have access to a complete com-
pilation, such as is found in the "Classified

Minutes ol Annual Meeting," with the appen-
dix, containing the Minutes up to the year
1802. We sell this work at only $1.50 for cloth
binding, Be sure to send for a copy while the
supply is still on hand. Those who have the
old edition of the " Classified Minutes," can
have the "Appendix" In separate binding for

Addr< 1 thlt offir

Europe and Bible Lands.

Not all can go to foreign lands and see for

themselves the many Interesting sights pre-

sented to the observant traveler. Many have
neither time nor means to spend in that direc-

tion, and yet they would like to know some-
thing about the world at large. To such we
recommend " Europe and Bible Lands."

With those who are interested in liible study

this work will always remain a favorite.

Those who have read the ordinary book of

travel will be surprised to find "Europe and
Bible Lands " of thrilling interest for both old

and young. Those who have not yet secured a

copy of the work should embrace this opportu-

nity of securing it. Price, in fine cloth binding,

only $1.25 per copy, post-paid. To agents who
are prepared to push an active canvass of the

work, we are willing to give special induce
ments. Address this office for further parti cu-

Llfe and Sermons of Eld. James Qulnter.

"A noble life is a poem of the Infinite,"

says a noted author. It is true and we are glad

that our Brotherhood has men who, in the

darkness all around, have shone out as bright

stars on the firmament of truth. This is

brought fresh to our minds in glancing through

the pages of " Life and Sermons of Eld. James
Quinter." No one can read an account of Bro.

Quinter's life without feeling deeply and favor-

ably impressed. Price, post-paid, 11.25. To
ministers, $1.00. Special terms to agents.

Address this office.

Teeter's Commentary

The prices on this popular and re-

liable Commentary have now been re-

duced to the following:

Clntli Uinding, two volumes, - $4,00.

Half l.iMiher, two volumes, - - 4.50.

Half Morocco, two volumes, - - 5.00.

Address: Brethren's Publishing Co.,

Ml. Morris, III

Stnd for Special Prtett Agtntt
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ANNUAL EXCURSION

Sottlomonts in North Dakota,

along I lie

Great Northern Railway.

$2.50 $10.50

From St. Paul From Chicago

...BE SURE TO GO WITH US...

April 6.
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FREE HOMESTEADS

more than 100 homeateada had been
titkL'ti nearKenmare and Boirbella.
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BRETHREN asafiS: A*.

OUR ILLUSTRATED LAND PRIMERS

Northern Pacific Excursion,

CENTRAL NORTH DAKOTA,

CARRINGTON, - - N. D.

Tuesday, April 6, - - - - Prom Chicago,

Wednesday, April 7, - - - Prom St. Paul.

HALF FARES S5?!

i'KAKP.Tm,,. lM,n„H„rM, \,:..„t

Victor Headache Specific.

CURES £:HHSHSS

"!. %

"•'.v TEN-CENT

MAX BASS,

a South Clark St. Chicago, III.

ELGIN

passed facilities in procuring for our reader
any book published, al especially low price!

In ordering books always give title of hool<

James T. Quinlan,

Shipoing and Commission Nierchanl

SEED POTATOES

Eggs for Hatching,

for laying or beauly.

I3f« that,

y offered.

Rose J. S C. Brown
Leghorns. Barred and White Plymouth Rocks,

Black Langshans, Light Brahmas, Pekin

Ducks, S. C. W. Leghorns, Black Minorcas,

Buff Leghorns. Buff Leghorn Eggs, Jl.50 per

Send for circular. Address:

W. W. KULP,
Pottsto

"Wstrvted. I

FK1 '!: COLONIST SI.KLl'Kl

WM. H. PHIPPS.

O. W. MOTT,

ST. PAUL, MINN.

SALI
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SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN,

MUNN &. CO.,

The Doctrine of the Brethren Defended.

We are admonished by the apostle to give

reason to every man of the hope that is in u:

Often we are interrogated upon points of

church doctrine on which we cannot give

desired information, and would be glad

know just where to get it. " The Doctrine

the Brethren Defended " contains a complete

exposition of the Faith and Practice of t

Brethren, the Divinity of the Holy Spirit, I:

mersion. Feet-washing, the Lord's Supper, t

Holy Kiss, Non-conformity, Secret Societi

etc. Price, per copy, cloth binding, $1.25;

ministers, $1.00. Address this office for further

particulars concerning terms to agents,

LANDSEEKERS' EXCURSIONS

New Brethren Colony

MOUNT MORRIS,
(Morrison County)

MINNESOTA,

At Greatly Reduced Rates!

Leaving Chicago on March 31 and April 6,

will sell Landseekers' Excursion Tickets

greatly reduced rates, to Rice Station, the

arcst point on the N. P. R. R. to the Mount
Morris Colony in Minnesota.

Two cents per mile for parties of ten or more
om points east and south of Chicago to Chi-

.m Chicago to Rice, special tickets at

For further particulars, how to procure the

ckets. and any information regarding the

lount Morris Colony, etc., write to:

, F. Koch, Si. I'.iul, Mu

ALL ABOUT NEBRASKA.

An illustrated pamphlet has recently been

published by the Chicago, Burlington &: Quin-

cy R. R., giving complete information about

the farm lands of Nebraska. Copies may be

had, without charge, upon application to P. S.

EtiSTis, Geueral Passenger Agent, Chicago,

The EUREKA Fence Posts.

SEED POTATOES™

Catarrh Inhaler
FREE!

ader

for

I will, for a short time, mail any re;

of the Gospel Messenger one of my
Aerial Catarrh Inhalers and medicine

one year. I will allow you three days as e

trial; then, if satisfied, send me $1.00; ii

not, return it to me promptly in the origin3

Catarrh, Asthma, Headache. Bronchitis,

Partial Deafness, Roaring in the Head,

Colds in the Head and Tuberculosis, in*

mediately relieved and speedily cured.

Address Dr. E. J. Worst, Ashland, Ohio.
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Mr. D. L. Moody recently spent a few days in

Chicago, preaching to as large audiences as could
be packed into the great Auditorium, which holds

about 8,oqo persons. It is said that at least two-

thirds of the ministers in the city, and a number
from the outlying towns, attended the services.

Two meetings were held each day, and on some oc-

casions there were as many outside as inside of the

immense audience room. No room could be found
large enough to accommodate all who desired to

hear the distinguished evangelist. For many years
Mr. Moody has been able to draw immense audien-
ces, and now people seem as anxious to hear him as
in the early part of his ministry. The secret of
this drawing power is doubtless his unabating ear-

nestness, his simple and pointed way of preaching,
and his great familiarity with the Bible and human
nature. To this must be added the fact that he is

yet a hard-working student, and always has some-
thing fresh and clear to tell. He is continually
filing the same old story, but varies in his ways of

illustrating and impressing the lessons he has in

"and. In this respect he exercises wisdom that

would be well for all ministers to imitate. He does
not seek to please the people, nor does he strive for

Popularity. What he believes he preaches, and
while he talks plainly, and pointedly, he does it in
a manly way. His method of preaching, and the
v ast assemblies he draws, shows that it is not popu-
lar or semi-religious preaching that the public

i plain, earnest way of telling the truth,

we admire his method of reaching the

well as his way of handling some of the

jj

rand truths of the Bible, it is to be regretted that

J

e does not fully teach that form of doctrine first

delivered to the saints. Were Mr. Moody to throw
h,s strength on the side of the whole Gospel, he
WQ uld be a still greater power for good.

want, but
And white

People, as

An -eastern paper asks this question: " Has the
church retired and handed its work over to socie-

ties?" To any close observer it looks a good deal
that way. In far too many places the church
stands as a mere figure-head with active societies

all around her, to do the work she ought to be do-
ing, but which is woefully neglected. Connected
with some churches are so many societies, for this,

that and the other thing, that only the pastor can
keep track of them. The members of each are in-

tent on keeping up their little organization, and then
go to church, as a matter of duty, probably once a

week. When it comes to looking after the sick,

clothing the naked, feeding the hungry and col-

lecting means for spreading the Gospel, the different

parts of the work are turned over to separate socie-

ties, and the church is left entirely out. One may
well wonder if the church has retired from active

service. Unless some changes come over the

churches, it will be just as well for them to wholly
retire from the scene and turn everything over to

the societies, for the way things are now going the

public will soon have no use for the churches.

That water is a noble servant, but a cruel mas-
ter, has been many times demonstrated along the

Mississippi during the last few weeks. Such high

waters and destructive floods have perhaps never

before been experienced by the people residing

near this stream, which now, in many localities, re-

sembles an inland sea far more than a river. At
some points in the South, it is said to be fifty

miles wide, and, in spite of the great embankments,
constructed with a view of keeping the high wa-

ters from overflowing large portions of the bottom
lands, not less than two hundred cities and towns
have been inundated, and the people, in order to

save their lives, had to be conveyed to the bluffs.

Thousands upon thousands of people have thus been
rendered homeless, their stock, grain and goods
have been swept away, and they are now living on
the charity of the public. Only their land is left,

and from large portions of this the water will not

likely recede in time to permit the raising of prof

itable crops this season, The loss of life has been
considerable, and no small amount of sickness

doubtless result from the great exposure and the

unhealthy condition of the country, with every

low place filled with water as the warm season ap-

proaches. So far as the high waters are concerned

the worst seems to have been reached, but it will

be weeks before most of the unfortunate people

can return to their ruined homes.

The fair Island of Cuba, probably the most de-

lightful country on the Western Continent, is be-

coming a desolate region, and portions of it a barren

waste. Where, a few years ago, might have been

seen charming homes and well-kept and product-

ive plantations, naught but desolatien now exists.

The beautiful mansions have been burned to the

ground, the fascinating scenery destroyed, and the

farms laid waste. This is the result of cruel war.

Spain is a tyrant of the Middle Ages type, and, by
her cruel attempt at government, has exasperated

the Cubans until they revolted, and are now strug-

gling for freedom. In order to conquer them,

Spain is destroying the homes and farms on every

hand, driving what people she can to the cities, and

killing the rest. It is said that the cruelties com-
mitted by the Spaniards are as revolting as those

reported from Armenia and Crete. Innocent worn-

ire insulted, ravished and killed, while hun-

dreds of inoffensive men, and even children, are

urd:red in cold blood. If one-half of the reports

can be depended upon, it is the most cruel war of
modern times, and the Spaniards are not one whit be-
hind the Turks in deeds of barbarity. It is la-

mentable, indeed, that the fairest portions of earth
must thus be devastated by war, and the people
insulted and killed as though they were brutes.
When will the people, even of Christian nations,
be made to understand and accept the great doc-
trine of the Fatherhood of God, and the broth-
erhood of man!

Mr, Selah Merrill, who has been in Jerusalem
off and on for twenty-five years, who has resided
in the city for eight years, in an official capacity
from this country, has very decided convictions
concerning the state of affairs in Palestine. After
speaking of the great complications, as they re-

late to the different nations that have large inter-

ests in the Holy Land, in a recent issue of the
Christian Herald, he says: "My judgment, based
upon close observation and many facts, convinces
me that the elements of an Eastern question are

smoldering in Jerusalem. France would give any-
thing for a foothold in Syria, consequently she
works political schemes with one hand, and relig-

ious schemes with the other. Russia, even il she

secures Constantinople, will not be satisfied till the
land of Israel is dotted with her churches, and the

empire of David and Solomon is brought under
her sway. Germany, on her part, will not allow

her strong colonies in Palestine to be interfered

with. And Turkey, with her vast conscripted, un-

paid army, not a man of which knows what patriot-

ism means, poor Turkey, will make the greatest

sacrifices before she will allow one of her provinces

to be absorbed by a foreign power."

It is well known that in all of the large cities

very few of the workmen attend church, As a rule

they are not opposed to the Bible, but they habitu-

ally absent themselves from church services. The
Methodist Recorder, of London, undertook to ascer-

tain the reasons for this indifference upon the part

of the workmen, and offered three prizes to the

workmen who would give the fullest answer to this

question: " Why do not the working class go to

church? " Over one hundred workmen responded,

and below we give their condensed reasons. It will

be well for our people to consider some of these

reasons, for if there is any class deserving our at-

tention more than another, it is the working class:

(i) The caste system in the churches, which marks
social and class distinctions. (2) 1 he form of serv-

ice—too much machinery, lack of spontaneity and

fascination. (3) Pew rents. (4) The coldness of

the churches. Instead of being full of zealous Chris-

tianity, hot with the Gospel, full of glad tidings, the

churches are cold. ( 5 ) Changed style of preaching

—sin toned down. (6) Christian inconsistency.

( ? ) Sheer spiritual indifference. (8) The counter

attractions of places of entertainment and pleasure.

(9) The necessity for rest, (to) Bad preaching,

(ii) The entertainment-providing propensities of

the church, impressing the public mind with a de-

creasing belief in the power of the purely spiritual

forces supposed to be resident in the church. (12)

Prejudice and the spirit of the age. (13) Lack of a

proper consideration of workingmen for church of-

fices. ( 14) Lack of sympathy with the workingmen

in their friendly societies or trade-unions. (15)

The comparative indifference of the church to the

impoverished condition of the masses; that is, the

neglect of the church to speak out on the pressing

social problems which affect the working-classes of

to-day.
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TBLL IT AQAIN;

LSCTBD BY J.

sited . dying boy in a gypsy tent

so loved the world that bi

helicvelli on him should nol

The dying hoy heard and

I
A home missions

Mending over him, h

gave his only Son, th:

perish, hut have everlasting lile.

whispered, "Nobody ever told me."

Into a tent where a gypsy boy lay

1 lying alone, .11 tbe close ol the day,

News of salvation we carried. -Said lie,

" Nobody ever has told it to me!
"

•' Hi,! he so love me,-a poor little hoy?

Send unto me Hie good 11. lings ol joy;

Need 1 not perish? My hand will he hold?

Nol.i'ily evei tbe stoiy bas told!
"

Bending, we caught the last words o( bis br

Just as he entered the valley ol death;

" God sent his Son? Whosoever? " said he

e that he sent him lor me!"'• Then I a

Smiling, he said, as his last sigh *

"
1 am so glad that lor me he was

Whispered, while low sank the si

" Lord, 1 believcl tell it now lo th

OUT OF ORDER.

On being

r one time, while unloading hay

team being restless, my little

a half years of age, went out

ber of small stones in his hat.

nd commenced throwing them

;ked why he did so, he s

boy, about I

and gathere

Hi. 1 be quiet.'

of quieting the team is ve

trated by older heads and, some

members, in their efforts to quiet others wno,

they think, are talking about them. They tall;

back and say unbecoming things, in order to keep

up their side. All this is upon the theory that

the way to put out a fire is to heap on fuel,—

something that would be considered very fool-

ish, literally, by every one, but that is considered

very wise by those who feel called on to defend

themselves contrary to the rule laid down in Matt.

18.

A certain great man said that his mouth had

made him all the trouble he had ever had. The

Psalmist said that he would keep his mouth with a

bridle. James says the tongue is an unruly evil,

full of deadly poison.

Figuratively, our words may be compared to a

thermometer, and indicate zero, temperate or sum-

mer heat. The two latter are for the Christian, and

could we always make use of our high privilege,

start he

could make the s

StiUm, Oregon.

1 to shine even t cloudy day.

JOHN \V. NEVIN.

GEO. BUCHE

.ill use ol tobacco or liquor. Hut this required

special effort on his part, as he no doubt belicv

with King James in his famous 'Counterblast'

tobacco, that there was no use ' in men's mak:

chimneys of their mouths.' " Page 35.

I again quote from page 57: " From I

adopted the plan of preaching without manuscript,

trusting, for the most part, simply to a brief outline

of points for his guidance in bringing into use his

previous preparation. This subjected him, at

times, to a slow and hesitating manner of speaking;

but, he assures us, that, however it might be for oth-

ers, it was the only method in the end for himself.

It was also a gratification to his honored father, for

this was a point on which he, with many others at

that time, held no uncertain opinions. In one of

his letters, he thus expresses himself: 'The longer

I live the more convinced 1 have felt that this prac-

tice of reading sermons, which is becoming so la-

mentably prevalent, is doing much harm to our

church (the German Reformed). Who does not

see, that the Methodists, blundering along, and

limping as they go, secure the attention of their

audiences better than the formal reader of the most

labored productions? There is a certain some-

thing—sympathy or whatever else it may be called,

—communicated by the eye, and flowing, indeed,

from every lineament in the face of an earnest, ani-

mated speaker, which is worse than lost in the read-

er of the same discourse, ever and anon feeding his

utterance from the supply before him."

When a mother rebuked her little boy for not re-

membering anything the preacher said, he justified

himself with the minister's poor memory: "The

minister could nol remember it. He had it written

The name "' Nevin " is familiar to many of tht

readers of the Messenger. He is frequently quot

ed. At the date of last Annual Meeting, when it

Lancaster City, as a substitute for Bro. T, F Imler

1 had the pleasure to get acquainted with Alice, a

While on a visit to her,

" Life and Works of John

In perusing this work I

illy interesting passages,

mch inter-

they have

daughter of J. W. Nc\

she kindly loaned me
W. Nevin," her fath

noticed a number of 5]

which, I conceive, will be read with

est by the readers of the Messenge

been by me:

Dr. Nevin. when fourteen years of age, on his

way to Union College, met Dr. Hugh Williamson.

" His only word of counsel to young Nevin was:

'Take care, my boy, that you do not learn to

smoke; for smoking will lead you to drinking, and

that is the end of all that is good.' It is scarcely

necessary to say that his namesake remembered his

advice, and kept himself aloof from smoking, and

Dr. Nevin was a strong anti-liquor man. " Hi

temperance sermons bore down, especially, without

any sort of mitigation, on what he held to be the

heinous sin of manufacturing and selling ardent

If this gave offense in certain quarters, he

rather courted it than otherwise, as a proof of his

fidelity. It was a cheap sort of martyrdom in a

good cause. Once he preached two sermons on

the same day to a large and wealthy congregation,

and, though he had come only to supply their va-

cant pulpit for a single Sunday, yet some of the peo-

ple were under the impression that he was a candi-

date for the vacancy, and spoke of getting him

as their pastor; but his second sermon before them

was an uncompromising assault on distillers and

rum-sellers, to which class of persons, unfortunate-

ly, several of the ' pillars of the church ' belonged.

The consequence was, of course, the dropping of his

name, and a quiet understanding, all around, that,

even if he could be had, he would not be there, at

least, ' just the right man in the right place ' as a

prominent elder, owner of a distillery, expressed

himself." Page 59.

At one time Dr. Nevin recommended a Mr. Ram-

sey to a certain church, of which his biographer

says, " No doubt under some kind of an impression

that the dull people needed some revivalistic fire to

bring them up to the full measure of duty and re-

sponsibility. Mr. Ramsey made a favorable im-

pression, preached impressive sermons, and it was

not long before he felt that he was master of the

situation; and as he thought he had matters already

pretty much his own way, he became more and

e emotional. One Sunday evening, without

ulting any one, in particular, apparently on the

of the moment, with a densely-crowded house

before him, he brought out the ' Anxious Bench,'

and invited all who desired the prayers of the

church to present themselves before the altar. A
number of persons, and amongst others several eld-

erly ladies, who had always adorned their Christian

profession, obeyed the summons, and the result was

what usually takes place on such occasions, an in-

tense excitement and more or less confusion. The

preacher was evidently now in his element and

showed that he knew how to manage a modern re-

vival or religious excitement. Dr. Nevin, on the

other hand, sat back in the pulpit, somewhat

amazed at the sudden change that seemed to have

taken place in this sober old congregation, with a

flushed countenance, but quietly contemplating th e

scene below him. It helped to furnish him with

suitable phrases, when afterwards he graphically

described similar but still wilder scenes, in his

tract on the Anxious Bench, to which this served

as an introduction:

"Excitement," he says, "rules the hour. No
room is found either for instruction or reflection.

A sea of feeling, blind and tempestuous, rolls in on

all sides. The anxious then, are encouraged to

weep aloud, cry aloud, and wring their hands.

Now they are enveloped in the loud tones of some

stimulating spiritual song. Then there is prayer,

which soon becomes as loud, commencing, perhaps,

with a single voice, but flowing quickly into a sea

of tumultuous sounds, from which no sense can be

extracted even by the keenest ear. The mourners

besiege the altar, pell-meil, kneeling, or it may be

floundering flat upon the floor, and all joining i n

the general noise. Then may be heard the voice of

the preacher, shouting some commonplace word of

exhortation, which nobody hears or regards; while,

at different points, vague, crude expostulations and

directions are poured into the ears of the suppli.

ants by ' brethren,' now suddenly transformed into

spiritual counsellors, who might be at a loss them-

selves, at any other time, to explain a single point

in religion. In due time, one after another is

brought through; and thus new forms of disorder,

shouting, clapping and so on, are brought into

play. In this way the interest of the occasion,

such as it is, may be kept up till a late hour. But

who will pretend to say, that instruction has been re-

garded or intended, as a leading part of the pro-

cess." Pages 158, 15c).

I made these quotations verbatim, italics and all,

I understand the old-style anxious-bench confusion

babbles are becoming unpopular in Methodistic cir-

rles, except in country districts, where the people

are somewhat behind the age.

Mechanic Grove, Pa.

THE ROAD TO FAME.

We may almost call

path, for, as we start ou

with the world, our woi

road to fame a hiddei

life, we are unfamilia

ir work is new, and we know not

: may bring forth.

we learn, at first, the small words

3 on that wonderful, hidden path.

: dark and dismal, because we have

ledge of the things about us, and are

Id at large. The new ideas we

t as steps upon the way.

what the futu:

As childrei

which start '

The way seen

but little kne
ignorant of the

gain, day by day,

By being industrious and improving our time, we

will so strengthen our minds and bodies that, as we

proceed on our way, we will be respected, honored,

and in demand to fill honorable positions.

The path is such that, as we go along, we can see

two tracks side by side. One is the "track of fail-

ure;" the other, the "track of success." In tbe

latter we may see the footprints of those who, by

diligence and industry, have successfully traveled

along the rueged and steep pathway which leads to

the " City of Fame."

To us, who are starting out upon "life's journey,

the disappointments of others, the troubles which

we are sure to meet, the different tasks which we

know are before us, almost bring despair; yet, if we

give constant attention and careful study to the

happenings about us, and the attempts and honest

;nde of othe , to 1 , the cloud will

way more
be gradually lifted, and we may
clearly.

There are many discouragements, as we travf

along life's pathway. We may pass those who

were traveling to the same destination, but who

have become negligent and disheartened by havi {,

to proceed one step at a time. They are dtscou

aged because they cannot win "fame" in a daJ

and, instead of traveling onward and upward, the)'

S'°P' tic

Some have begun the race, but are not energ'"

enough in their work. They care more for pleas"'
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than success, and have followed the by-paths, or

tracks of the idle, instead of going straight ahead.

These are the ones who will try to lead others to

follow them. Because they are unsuccessful them-
selves, they endeavor to lead others in the same
course they have taken.

Others, still, start out at a rapid pace, and, for

awhile, it seems that an access to fame will be easy.

They plunge along without thinking of where the
next step will land them. Suddenly their giit is

slackened— they commence going backwards! Be-
cause they were not watchful they do not win re-

Again, the traveler may often be side tracked on
the way, if he heed the allurements and induce-
ments of the idle.

We should be on our guard while toiling onward,
and listen to the advice of the successful who are

constantly sending warnings back to beginners on
the "path of fame."

If we are not watchful we stop on the way to

talk with those who not only waste their own pre-

cious moments, but darken the way for others on
the path to the glorious city.

In the tracks of the fortunate we may read such
mottoes as patience, hope, diligence, industry and hon-
esty. These we should make use of, and place
them where they may be beneficial to others who
follow; for we will be of no great value to our coun-
try, or to our Maker,—God,—if we do gain true and
pure fame, and do not try to brighten the path, and
aid others, who are striving for the crown, to lead
useful and noble lives.

We may add knowledge to knowledge, virtue to

virtue, and yet fail, for we alone can accomplish
but little in life, unless we are assisted by, and trust

in, our Creator.

Jewell, Ohio. _^
WHAT SPIRIT HAVE WE?

The Spirit is the silent, unseen force which actu-

ates every thought and deed of man, for " the body
without the spirit is dead." Though it is noiseless

and invisible, as the electricity which moves the car

on our streets, yet it is as forceful and important in

the life of man, as fs the mysterious motive power
in the moving of the car. Since spirit is invisible,

we can know it only by its fruit, by its manifesta-
tion in the life and deeds of man. The only w.y
in which we can realize the difference between the
Spirit of Christ, and the spirit of a man, like King
Herod, is by noticing the great difference between
their lives, their words and deeds. Their lives were
as unlike as heaven and earth, all because one had
a spirit from above and the other had an evil spir-

it.

We can only know the nature of Christ's Spirit

by the fruit it produced,—by the life which he
lived. Although he was the Son and Heir of the
King of heaven and earth, yet he was meek, hum-
ble and obedient. He was always gentle, mild and
kind. No one, who came to him repentant, though
burdened by iniquities and sins, was ever harshly

reproved. His gentle command was, " Go and sin

no more." He was thoughtful and considerate for

human wants and weaknesses. Of the famished
thousands, in the wilderness, he said, " I have com-
passion on them," When he had restored the dead
maid to life again, he commanded that they give
her something to eat. His sympathies were so ten-

der that he never turned away from suffering, that

implored his aid, without relieving it. At the grave
of Lazarus he wept over the sorrow of the bereaved

While he associated with the poor and lowly, ev-
en eating with them and joining in their marriage
leasts, it was with calm and holy dignity, setting
them an example of purity, and never sharing in

their vices. He was strictly truthful under all cir-

cumstances, and never spoke idle words. He was
bold to denounce the wickedness around him, and
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sharply reproved the unrepentant sinner. He was
unselfish and thoughtful for his friends. Even
when suffering on the cross he provided a home for
his mother. Laving his enemies, he prayed for
those who put him to death. Such was the fruit

which the Spirit of Christ brought forth.

The same spirit will always produce the same
fruit. A grain of corn may be planted in any soil,

with any kind of environments, yet if it grow at all

the plant will be corn In some soil and with good
care, it will grow rank and vigorous. While under
unfavorable circumstances it may be dwarfed and
puny, still it can never be anything but corn. In
like manner the spirit of Christ will always bring
forth the same kind of fruit, no matter what may
be the condition of the man through whom it

works. There may be a great difference in the
amount of fruit brought forth, but the quality must
all be the same.

We need, then, be in no doubt as to whether we
have the Spirit of Christ or not. If we have his
Spirit we will be like him. The fruit of the Spirit is

"love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, good-
ness, faith, meekness and temperance." If we have
these graces, our lives will be patterned after the
life of Christ, and our walk and conversation will

be like his. But if we give place to selfishness,

wrath, strife, hatred, envyings, murder, drunken-
ness and the like, we have not the Spirit of Christ
and are none of his.

It is very important that we are in possession of

the Spirit of Christ, and if we examine ourselves,

and find that our lives do not show forth the fruit

of the Spirit, but, on the contrary, possess those
evil characteristics which are an unfailing sign that

the good Spirit is absent, no time should be lost in

driving out whatever is impure, and shaping our
lives after the pattern Christ has given us. When
Jesus found all manner of impurities in the temple,
he at once purified it by driving out everything
that was unholy, In like manner should we drive

out of our hearts and lives everything that is im-

pure, so our bodies may become fit temples for the
indwelling of the Holy Spirit, and then we will be
Christ's and he will own us when he comes to make
up his jewels.

Bltrdick, fCy.

TWO WAYS.

Is earth, air and sky there are things affirmative

and things negative. Light and darkness, good
and evil, warmth and coldness, life and death,

sweets and acids, honey in the honeycomb, and
wormwood and gall in the bottom of many an al-

luring cup. The first sip may be as holy nectar,

but in the dregs are the poison of asps. The way
" scemeth right," but the end thereof is death,

There is righteousness and there is unrighteous-

ness,—there is " joy unspeakable and full of glory,"

and there is sorrow that takes hold on hell and
burnetii as doth the fires of damnation.
There is love that conquereth all things, and

there is hate that despoileth to the uttermost.

There is a God eternal and omnipotent, and there

is a devil with limited power, but " a liar from the

beginning" and going about, seeking whom he
may deceive, There is the " Sun of righteousness "

as a light to the world, and there is the sable cur-

tain of sin and iniquity that has thrown its shadow
over this mundane sphere, blinding the eyes of the
inhabi'ants thereof, so that myriads go stumbling
on to perdition. There is a Christ of the living

God, and there is the anti-Christ of mock royalty,

clad in stolen livery, that he might serve the devil

therein. There is the minister called of God to

preach the Gospel and announce that the grand
year of jubilee has come, and there is the self-

called trumpeter that blows his blasts to please

men, and make a " merchandise 0/ the Gospel."

There is the professor that is Christed through and
through, and there is the make-believe, self-de-

ceived devotee, having a " form of godliness," but

stiff-necked as to the " power " thereof. Then
there is the live church of God, against which the
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powers of hell shall not prevail; and the dead
church, against which the " powers " have prevailed
and 11 is ready for inl

There is a right way of doing all kinds of church
work, and a wrong way of attempting to do such
work. Success will always follow the right way —
for God and his Son, Jesus Christ, are on that side.
Failure will follow in the wake of every wrong ef-

fort God's way is the way that has success nailed
to the mast-head at the start.

Brother and sister, on which side are you, affirm
ative or negative? Is it with you success or fail-

ure? Which? Oh! what an important qucstionl
I here quote those significant lines <,l Blinbeth

Marshall,

lis rudder strong; a gleaming mast;
Canvass all filled; clem ili.m .in, I ron

No danger, as a bell I * po 11 d;

Straight, sti light ahead it flles-

1 1" bl 1 summei skii .

There is a ship comes back—
lis sails in shreds from retenl gale;

[IS rudder loose— its huh a rark

No need in tell the hopcli as tale

Fast 10 11 i|iiicl (lock il lies;

The crew have sadness in their eyes' -

Failure, us name.

Los Angeles, Cat.

NOW AM) FOREVBR,

BV JKNNIB C. IIAKRU.

"Life all wiilioui a possible end! Immortal, mile

structlble, through all eternity! Do yon justly estimate lull

divine boon? Think, then, llt.tt millions of milliards of years
are nothing in eternity, and, that, after llieir lapse, one begins
over again, as if they had never been lived and that
your life is, henceforth, without a possible end." Canute
Flaminarion,

Could we but once come to a realization of the
fact that all our lives are but made of present mo-
ments, we would live, I believe, more nearly as

God would have us live. In each soul's life should
be graven deeply the important words, " Livu
now." In our school days we conned over and ov-

er the copy, " Moments are the gold-dust of time,"

This saying, true as it is, doubtless made little im-

pression on our youthful minds, and we still con-
tinued trying to get through the days with as little

work as possible. Now, that we have left our
youthful days behind us, we need more quickly to

learn, if we have not yet, that present moments
make or mar our future lives,—the ROBEVER.

ft is not that we live too fast,—'tis that we tam-
per too much. We get confused in the rush and
turmoil of to day, and, instead of finding our own
work fitted to our hands, we are dazzled by the

glare, and take for our own another's. Now is

God's time; we are his servants; he furnishes us the

work to do. It takes no time to repent. If we did

Satan's work yesterday, but do God's in our every to-

day, our repentance is real; and so long as our to-

days are rightly spent, that repentance is accepted

and final. Repentance is only a turning, after all.

Do you believe in hunting your work? Ah! then

you don't pray in faith, " Give us this day our daily

bread," for work is bread no less than material

food, Can you not see your work? Then pray

God to remove the scales from your eyes that you
may be able to see it, for 'tis right at your hand.

If it be not the bearing of a heavy burden, or the

singing of a joyous song, it may be a standing by

the dusty wayside with a smile, for " They also

serve,—who only stand and wait." To every sol-

dier there comes sentinel duty.

Most of the so-called unhappiness of mankind
comes from discontent. This discontent grows out

of the abuse of the present,—idleness. Once that

we willingly accept, as our duty, the work which

God gives us, we will find no time to be misera-

ble I do not think " Our Father " would have his

children spending their time moaning over past

failures and misspent time. Does not Christ teach

us this in the " Parable of the vineyard and the la-

borers? " If, instead of accepting, unquestioningly,
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and at once, the privilege of working in the Mas-

ter's vineyard at the eleventh hour, the ones last

hired should have said, "Master, it is so late; see

the day is far spent, why should you hire us now?'
"

think you, they would have been accepted and paid

even as the first? This does not say that any one

should linger outside until a late hour, but it does

urge us to begin now the work in the vineyard, be

the hour the first or the eleventh,—quickly, un-

questioningly.

Possibly the highest proof one can give of a sin-

cere contrition of heart for past sins is the com-

plete turning about of one's life. Look not

"mournfully into the past; it comes not back again.

Wisely improve the present; it is thine. Go forth

to meet the shadowy future, without fear and with a

manly heart."

Many people keep an account-book of current

expenses, believing this book to aid them in sav-

ing money. Would it not be a wise plan for us to

keep an account-book of time? Alas! how many

of us would find them quickly filled with moments

uselessly spent, charged against usl The Record-

ing Angel keeps just such a book,— against our

names each day is entered, well-spent or wasted,

These entries are made now and will be forever.

Do we realize this truth and yet go on squander-

ing? God help us to learn!

Now and FOREVER! how inseparably connected!

What a little word is now, and what little import-

ance we attach to it, and yet it is the prelude to

that soul-stunning, incomprehensible word forev-

er! Small as is the word row, it is found more

than two hundred times in the liible. In the Book

of books its importance is fully set forth. When is

the time for repentance? "Now." When shall we

forgive our enemies? "Now." When will Christ

accept us as his own? " Now." When shall we be-

gin a life of good works? " Now."

Now is the accepted time. "To-day, if ye hear

my voice, harden not your hearts." And yet, im-

portant as is the present, it requires a quick and

strong grasp to make it ours. "Now" vanishes

from our sight and eludes our grasp as mysterious-

ly and as easily as the morning mists before the

warm rays of the sun.

It is difficult for us to comprehend that we be-

long to the same race of beings as those about us.

We read daily of death, and yet we cannot believe

that it will reach us. When we are at last brought

near to it by the removal of one who is dear to us,

we are at first utterly amazed, then almost pros-

trated, but recover ourselves by thinking of our

lost ones as only being absent for a time. To
many, the thoughts of death are not real, or, at

most, as of something very far removed. Could we

live each moment as though 'twere our last, our

lives would contain glorious possibilities. It is

scarcely probable that any one ever put into his

life all that it would possibly contain.

Forever! What a grand word! Earth and

heaven cannot contain it. It extends past them in-

to the time when, "there shall be a new heaven

and a new earth." Little wonder that we think on-

ly of our departed ones as gone away from us for

awhile. " He is not dead but sleepeth." Blessed

words of assurance from our own dear Savior's lips!

O Father, grant that we may be all united in

the resurrection morn, with all our weaknesses

removed, to live forever and ever as one happy
family!

As we realize the importance of the " Now," and
try to grasp and fill it to its utmost capacity, we
need also to remember the " Forever," in being

able to do our best. Sometimes, in doing a duty,

we suddenly are impressed with the brevity of

time, and, in order to finish quickly the work be-

fore us, shirk something. It is then we need to

remember the endless ages stretching before us, in

which is given us time, and just time enough, to d

God's will. It is our duty now to fill the present

full of work well done, for no matter what that

work may be, whether it be sweeping a room or

preaching the Gospel, if it be the work God has

given us to do, it deserves our best efforts; and if

we do that work willingly and gladly, it will be ac-

cepted by the great Judge, and wc shall

plaudit, "Well done," and shall be received to

dwelt " forever with the Lord."

Everett, Pa.

THE LORDS PASSOVER.

BY NOAH LONGANECKER.

Bv " Lord's Supper " is meant the supper insti-

tuted by the Lord. The Lord's day of Rev. I: 10,

ns the day that the Lord has made. "This is

the day which the Lord hath made; we will re

joice and be glad in it." 1'sa. 118: 24. This is the

first day of the week,—the day on which Christ

arose from the grave. The "Lord's l'rayer" is the

prayer recommended by the Lord. The term

"supper" means a full evening meal. The term

"Lord's Supper" means a full evening meal, in-

stituted by the Lord. The term is only once found

in the Bible. I Cor. 11: 20. "This is not to eat the

Lord's Supper." The marginal reading is, "Ye can

not eat the Lord's Supper." Paul told them why
they did not, or could not, eat the Lord's Supper.

" For in eating every one taketh before other his

own supper: and one is hungry, and another is

drunken." Paul could not praise them for pretend-

ing to eat the Lord's Supper when they were but

eating their own suppers. Such was not in line

with the institution of the Lord's Supper. Paul

says, " I have received of the Lord that which I al-

so delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus the

same night in which he was betrayed took bread:

and when he had given thanks, he brake it, and

said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken

for you: this do in remembrance of me. After the

the same manner also he took the cup, when he

had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament

in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in

Here Paul tells us how the Lord instituted his

supper. " He took the cup when he had supped."

"After supper" is the meaning. Luther, Wilson,

and the Revised Version all render it "after slip-

per." So the cup is not a part of the supper, for

it was taken "after supper." Again, "After the

same manner also he took the cup, when he had

supped." As he had taken the bread after sup

per, so, also, in the same manner, he took the cup,

when he had supped. Paul says that this was done

in the night in which Christ was betrayed. Luke
'22: 19, 20 reads, " He took bread, and gave thanks,

and brake it, and gave unto them, saying, This is

my body which is given for you: this do in remem-

brance of me. Likewise also the cup after sup-

per." As he had taken the bread, so, in like man-

ner, he took the cup after supper. Luke, like Paul,

makes it plain that the bread and cup were taken

after supper, and therefore were not a part of the

supper.

All admit that Christ instituted the Communion
at the close of a meal that he ate with his disci-

ples, but some believe that meal was the Jewish

passover, while we believe that said meal was the

Lord's Supper. What we have noted above makes

it plain to our mind. But more anon. The supper,

of John 13, is the same as the one referred to by

Matthew, Mark and Luke, at the close of which

Christ instituted the Communion. Matthew, Mark
and Luke affirm that Judas was made known at the

Communion meal. Judas was made known at the

supper of John 13. See Matt. 26: 20-25; Mark 14:

17-21; Luke 22: 21-23; John 13: 21-26. At the

same place Peter's denial of Christ was made

known. See Matt. 26: 32-35; Mark 14: 30; Luke

22: 31-34; John 13: 38.

From the same place Christ went to the Mount

of Olives, into the Garden of Gethsemane. See

Matt. 26: 36, etc.; Mark 14: 32, etc.; Luke 22: 39,

etc,; John 14: 31, and 18: I, These facts make it

plain that the supper, at which the Communion was

instituted, was the same as that of John 13.

John 13: 1 says that Christ ate his supper with

his disciples "before the feast of the passover."

This makes it plain why some thought that Jesus

told Judas to buy those things they had need of

against the feast, when he told him, "That th

doest, do quickly." John 13: 27, 29. During that

night Christ was betrayed and brought into the

judgment hall for trial. The " Jews themselves

went not into the judgment hall, lest they should

be defiled; but that they might eat the passover."

John 18: 28. This was the morning following the

evening in which Christ ate his supper with his

disciples.

In a few hours afterwards, just as Pilate was

about to give sentence against Christ, John 19: 14

informs us that " it was the preparation of "the

passover." O how very, very, forcible this text,

when applied to Christ,—the Paschal Lamb,—who
was now being prepared for the sacrifice! All Bi-

ble students know that Christ died on the cross on

the same day, and on the very hour of the day, that

the Jewish passover lamb was slain.

All these facts make it so very plain that the

Jewish paschal lamb was not yet slain, much less

was the Jews' passover yet eaten. There was no

need for the type that year, for the antitype was to

take its place. There was no Jewish passover eaten

that year, neither by Christ, nor by the Jews. We
can not believe that Christ had even as much as a

desire to eat the Jewish passover that year. Such a

desire would not have been in harmony with God's

will. Christ never had a desire to do anything that

was not God's will.

"But," says one, "did not Christ say, 'With de-

sire I have desired to eat this passover with you

before I suffer ' ? " Luke 22: 15. But did he mean

the Jewish passover? We think not. What we

have before noted will not allow us to believe that

he did. His own language does not say so. " I

have desired." "Have desired" is present perfect

tense, denoting past time completed at the present

moment. Had he referred to the Jewish passover,

his desire would not yet be fulfilled, for that pass-

over was yet in the future. He must have referred

to the meal that he ate with his disciples.

Again, " I will not any more eat thereof, until it

be fulfilled in the kingdom of God." This lan-

guage implies that Christ would eat the anti-

type of said passover with his disciples. The Jew-

ish passover was fulfilled when Christ died on the

cross. Christ did not then eat with his disciples,

The passover that he referred to will receive its

fulfillment in the kingdom of God. Permit us to

quote some of the marginal references of the text:

" Blessed are they which are called unto the mar-

riage supper of the Lamb." Rev. 19: 9. "And ye

yourselves like unto men that wait for their lord,

when he will return from the wedding; that, when

he cometh and knocketh, they may open unto him

immediately. Blessed are those servants, whom
the Lord when he cometh shall find watching: veri-

ly I say unto you, that he shall gird himself, and

make them to sit down to meat, and will come

forth to serve them," Luke 12: 36, 37.

"Blessed is he that shall eat bread in the king-

dom of God." If all the above will be the fulfill-

ment of the typical meal that Christ ate with his

disciples, then it is plain why Christ said, "With

desire I have desired to eat this passover with you

before I suffer."

We frankly admit that Christ's disciples may

have thought that they were to prepare the Jewish

passover, but the context shows that Christ did not

so design. They also misapprehended the design

of feet-washing until Christ explained, " If ye know

these things, happy are are ye if ye do them."

John 13: 17.

Here they receive new light on the feast and all

its associations. Paul calls this feast the Lord's

Supper. Luke and -John call it "Supper." Mat-

thew, Mark, and also Luke, call- it "passover."

We know the typical import of the term "supper."

The marriage supper of the Lamb will be in the

evening of the world. It will be perfect enjoyment

to all God's family. None but a full evening meal

can be typical of that state. But Christ's feast has

still another happy thought connected with it.

As "passover," it teaches us that before we can en-

joy the marriage supper of the Lamb, we must all

pass over from this natural world to the spiritual

world. This is one of the leading thoughts of the
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feast The passing over of God's people from time

to eternity is a grand and most glorious thought.

It will be in the evening of life,—in the evening of

the world. The ascension of Christ, the receiving

up of Stephen's spirit, the departure of Paul's

spirit, were all in this line of thought. This is

the grand and comforting thought of God's peo-

ple, as expressed by Paul in 2 Thess. 4: 16-1S,

" The Lord himself shall descend from heaven

with a shout, with the voice of the archangel,

and with the trump of God: and the dead in

Christ shall rise first: then we which are alive and
remain shall be caught up together with them in

the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall

we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort

one another with these words."

Is it any wonder that Christ so ardently desired

to eat the passover supper with his disciples be-

fore he suffered? The passover thought is a most

comforting one to all God's people when they cele-

brate the Lord's Supper.

The Jews reckoned their day from sunset to sun-

set, "Then came the day of unleavened bread,

when the passover must be killed." At sunset the

day commenced. That evening Christ ate his sup-

per with his disciples. During the night he was

betrayed, and then tried. At q A. M. he was put

on the cross. At 3 P. M. he died, which was the

time the paschal lamb was slain. But "Christ our

passover was crucified for us" that year, so there

was no use for the type. The non-offering of the

paschal lamb in the year of Christ's crucifixion, as

well as ever since, should convince all that Jesus

is the Christ, the Messiah of the world. Let us ev-

er observe Christ's feast of charity!

Hartville, Ohio.

BY J, G. KOYKR.

The mind is that part of man's nature known as

the spirit, soul or intelligence. Of its essence very

little is known. The fact that it is self-acting is

proof that it is spiritual and not material, for mat-

ter is not self-acting.

The mind can be studied only by its activities,

These are manifested through its capacities for ac-

tivity, called faculties. Psychologists group the

faculties into three general classes, known as the

intellect, or thought power, the sensibilities or

feeling power, and the will, or the power to choose

and execute. Every capacity or power of the

mind falls under one of these three heads. Every

mental act is an act of the intellect, the sensthihtics

or the will. Every product of the mind is an in-

tellection, a. feeling, or a volition. And every attempt

to form a conception of any operation of the mind
whatever, must be in the form of a thought, a feel-

ing, or an act of the will.

It should be remembered, however, that the

mind itself is a unit. While its manifestations

come to us under three distinct general classes, it

is one and the same mind manifesting itself in

these three distinct ways. The mind is a tri-

unity,—one in essence with a trinity of distinct

powers or capacities for activity.

These classes of activities differ from one another,

not in degree, but in kind. Thought, whether clear

or obscure, remains distinct from feeling in all its

forms on the one hand, and all acts of the will on

the other hand. The same is true of feeling in re-

spect to thought and acts of the will. Nor is an act

of the will in one degree a thought, and in another an

emotion. The three classes remain equally distinct

in their nature and fundamental characteristics.

This distinction is verified by mankind in gen-

eral. No one, when speaking of thought, feeling or

willing, in any of their forms, ever confounds any

one of these states with either of the other two.

We speak of clear thoughts, but never of clear feel-

ings or determinations. We speak of inflexible pur-

poses, but never of inflexible feelings or thoughts.

We also speak of irrepressible emotions, but never of

irrepressible thoughts or determinations.

The actions of these three classses of mind
powers may be illustrated thus: You pick up a pa-

per and read about the floods along the lower Mis-
sissippi. You think the writer's thoughts after

him and believe what he says about the sufferers.

This knowledge awakens your feelings of sympa-
thy and pity, and these feelings move you to de-

termine, or will, to send them relief. The three al-

ways act in the order here given. We cannot have
feeling in regard to anything, until we know or

think we know something about it. Neither do
we put forth any activity of the will till wc are

prompted to do it by some feeling.

We find this order illustrated in the experience
of the Prodigal Son. He "came to himself"; he
thought; he felt with respect to his wretchedness
and the plenty in his father's house; he then re-

solved {willed) to go home.

Viewed from this point the heart (by which are

meant the sensibilities) does not have the power to

originate thought.

Viewed from another point, we find that the in-

tellect, the sensibilities, and the will, although di-

verse in their nature and essential characteristics,

sustain the most obvious and important relations

to each other. Neither class exists in the mind any
length of time without the presence cf the others.

Feeling awakens thought, and impels to acts of the

will. Thought, on the other hand, originates and in

tensifies feeling, while willing is governed by feel-

ing, or controls feeling, and conforms, or refuses to

conform, to thought.

Viewed in this light it may be said that if feel-

ing does not have the power to originate thought, it

does have the power to awaken it.

Ml. Morris, III.

Egyit gave a home to Abraham, saved his sons

from extinction, and was the place where the He-
brews grew from threescore and ten to millions. It

was there that Moses, the greatest of lawgivers,

was reared and educated. Christ there found a

safe asylum from his murderers until God should

send for him, and in the last cruel tragedy, when
the Redeemer of the world had been accused by
Asia and condemned by Europe, Africa, in the per-

son of Simon, the Cyrenian, bore his cruel cross to

Calvary. As the granary of the world, Egypt many
times furnished food for famishing millions of other

countries.

^THE t SUNDAY + SCHOOL«-

LESSON LIGHT-FLASHES.

Gentiles Converted at Antioch.— Acts 1
19-36.

Lesson for April iS.

Owe of the interesting things for study, about

this lesson, is the tenacity with which these Chris-

tians held to the Jewish idea of Christ's purposes.

Because of the persecution which they received

from their own people, they were scattered abroad,

and went everywhere preaching the Word, but " to

the Jews only." They had felt the grace of God

and the power of his salvation, but were confined

entirely to their own people,— not so much, per-

haps, because they cared not for the salvation of

others, as the idea they had gotten into, that oth-

ers cared not for it, and, therefore, would no> re-

ceive it. Just how it happened, that, when these

men got to Antioch, they commenced preaching to

the Grecians, we are not told, but they did it and

the experiment was very satisfactory indeed, and

we are told that a great number believed and

turned unto the Lord.

Is it not possible that many of us have got this

same Jewish idea about certain classes of people?

We, like the Jews, are inclined to direct our labors

largely towards our own people, because,—say

wei_ thers will not accept the Truth. Then, too,

for years, we avoided towns and cities, feeling that

either our ideas of religion were not adapted to

these people, or else they would not accept it if

presented. So it is also in reference to the col-

ored people of the South. We have entertained
the idea that they do not possess the possibilities

of making good Christians, and, because of this,

we have been passing them by and have been di-

recting our steps to Asia, Europe and India. To
give the pure Gospel to these people is all right, but
it seems to me I hear the Master say: Ye ought al-

so to carry the good news of salvation to the
millions in our towns and cities, who are groping
in worse than heathen darkness, as well as to our
own south land. Would it not be a good thing if

some of us were to be stirred out of our well-

feathered nests, and go to Antioch,— the one that
lies next to us, and preach unto them the Lord Je-

sus?

As the hand of the Lord was with them, so he
would be with us,—and great numbers might be

made to turn to the Lord, Our work is to get the

people to believe and turn to the Lord. To do
this, we must give to them the Word of the Lord.

Again, we notice that this work created a stir

among the people, and the news of it went out un-

til it reached Jerusalem. "Then the tidings of

these things came unto the ears of the church

which was in Jerusalem." We want you to notice

what they did. They were greatly concerned

about this work that was commenced up at Anti-

och, and at once sent Barnabas to them that he

might help in carrying it on. We have little bands
of workers scattered all over our country, that are

needing a Barnabas to make the work a success.

When he got there and saw how the grace of God
was being manifested to the people, he not only

rejoiced, but, that the work might be further en-

couraged and strengthened, he went all the way up

to Tarsus, and brought Saul down, not to remain

over Sunday, or, perhaps, over the second Sunday,

as wc sometimes do, and feel that an all-sufficient

effort has been made, but they continued assem-

bling with the church for a whole year. This was

a series of meetings in earnest, and wc do not need

to wonder that the hearts of the Gentiles were

reached. Neither do we need to wonder that these

people were called Christians, because, in a meet-

ing like this, they would become so Christed in

their lives that they would live the Christ life.

This is not what it means to be a Christian. Un-

less we live the Christ-life, we arc not Christians,

We may have the name but we are living, walking

and talking shams,—and we do dishonor to the

But the sweetest thing we may learn from this

lesson, i«, that God is no respecter of persons,—Jew

or Gentile, bond or free, rich and poor, old and

young, may all become Christians by living after

the great model he has given us. Christ is our ex-

ample. If we would be like him we must do as he

did. If we will go where he if, we must follow in

his footsteps. We that teach must teach Christ,

and that to everybody. Not only must we do so

with our words, but also in our living. We that

are taught must receive Christ in his fulness, and

live him in all we do. And if we do this we need

not tell the people that we are Christians. Our ac-

tions will tell it much better than our words. The

apostle said of his converts: " Ye are living epistles,

known and read of all men," and so are all good

men, women and children. "Ye arc the light of

the world and the salt of the earth." To be a

Christian means much,—much more, perhaps, than

you think. You are called to a high and holy call-

ing. You become a power in the world for good.

You are needed everywhere. The church needs

you to help do her work. The world needs you to

give light in the dark places. You are needed to

preserve the earth from being destroyed. You are

needed to comfort and encourage the downcast and

the distressed. Every child of God is needed to

help make this world of ours brighter, warmer and

better, by living in it. Are you doing this? Arc

you a Christian? If so, you area child of God,—

an heir and a joint-heir with the Lord Jesus Christ.

You have been translated from the kingdom of

darkness into the kingdom of his dear Son. If you

are not this, why not? «- B. b.
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—We were favored with a brief visit from our

brother, with his wife, and Baby Ruth, from the

Arkansas mission field. It is pleasant to be with

those to whom we arc bound by natuie's ties, but

duty calls us to be separated. It is encouraging to

converse with those who are interested and en-

gaged in the same work with us. Many experien-

ces arc similar. All meet with obstacles and dis-

couragements. Let no one engage in mission

work even in our own country who desires to be

"carried to the skies, on flowery beds of ease"

You can't go that way from a mission point, but if

you desire to work for the Lord, you will find that

anv fragrant blossoms grow in the mission field.

660 S. Ashland Ave.

NAMES THAT HAVE NOT DIED.

v. si.nv.T, iti,h.,i

WHAT QOD FOROETS.

In ignorance 1 thought,

in silly feat and foolishness and dread,

God doib remember ..H the sins I wrought,

And ilolli (nr^cl rinw needy IS my lot.

Hut Irjj instead,

When 1 his message read,

I i 'I it vims ins in ids mi which he thought,

Mv sins that he, bei suse "i ( brist, forgot.

-Anna Temple,

NOTES IROM THE CHICAGO MISSION.

—On Sunday evening, after the usual services,

three more souls were bom into the family of God,

and our little band was made to rejoice. They
were a mother and her two daughters. Some
months ago we placed three Bibles in this home,—
a German one for the mother and English ones for

the daughters. They have attended Sunday school

regularly, bring their Bibles with them, and have

the lesson well prepared. We have made regular

visits to this home and read and prayed with them.

The power of the Spirit has sent the truth into

their hearts and convinced them of sin, and they

have been "buried with Christ " and have risen to

a new life.

—Another woman who attends the Mother's

Meeting, and church service whenever possible,

said she believed we had the truth, and desired to

come too. The Holy Spirit is working in our

midst and may he continue so that more will ac-

cept Christ as their Savior!

— Last evening we sat in our room, meditating

on the blessings of the day. It was the Sabbath
evening, when a peaceful quietness is so appropri-

ate to the sacredness of the day, but this was not

true here. Our ears were greeted by the sound of

rough voices and loud calls from the street, from
persons evidently under the influence 1 f the " mad-
dening bowl.'' The saloon, a few doors away, was
brilliantly lighted, and men were draining the glass

of that which would cause them lu make the night

hideous, their homes unhappy, and themselves a

disgrace to their Maker. What a desecration of

the 'Sabbath of the Lord!"
—We were telling the children, a few days ago,

that the saloon was a mantrap, stt by the devil.

Is it not true? How cunningly he sets his bait!

• A fine fret lunch every day." " Oysters with

every drink." How little the unsuspecting victims

realize that a deadly serpent is coiled behind the

bait!

— Few of us will perform many GREAT things in

this world, but we may all be ' full of Goon works
and alms deeds, as Dorcas was. We do not read
that she gave alms; she did alms; she used her
needle. "What is that in Mum- hand?"

In Four Parts.—Port Two.—Ann Hasseltine Judson.

In far-away Burmah, near Amherst stands a ha-

pia tree, with which is connected a story, both sad

and touching, yet sweet and beautiful withal. It is

the story of Ann Hasseltine Judson.

Ann Hasseltine is recorded as having been a girl

of sweet and winning disposition, who was endowed

with suptrior physical ard intellectual attractions,

In early life ' the beauty of the Lord, our God,"

gave height to every culture and " grace to every

gift." Her deep, though youthful piety, threw

added ustre upon her many talents, causing her to

shine in society wilh a biilliar.cy, which, if some-

times equalled, yet is rarely surpassed, and end-ar-

ing her even more closely to the hearts in that New
England home, where she had ever been fondly

cherished, and where, from earliest childhood, her

morals and education were carefully guarded.

She was born at Bradford, Mass., in 1789. In

February, 1S12, she became the wife of Adoniram

Judson, and in the same month sailed with her hus-

band to their missionary labors beyond the sea.

Restless were the waves which bore amain that

faithful ship, but not more restless than was the

heart of this faithful woman,— restless in its expec-

tations and desires, to uplift the enthralled and

down trodden of her race; enthralled and down-

trodden by a religion which she herself described

as being " without God, prayer, pardon, or hea\en."

Well may her memory be loved and venerated by

the Christian worldl Well might her bravery and

devotion be extolled by every American household;

for she was the first American woman who ever la-

bored as a missionary in heathen lands! When we
consider that the missionary enterprise was in its

infanry then; and add to this consideration the fact

that "even the best of men looked upon it with sus-

picion," we feel that the worth of this heroic worn-

~n cannot be spoken of too highly. At the present

time it is, at least to a certain degree, considered a

popular thing to be a missionary: and our mission-

aries go out supi orlcd by the encouragement and

prayers o( thousands. But in the face of opposi-

tion she dared to answer when her Master called,

and, with the calm determination which was ever a

character ist'C ot her life, went forth to mark for

herself a path where no Christian sister's foot had

ever trod. Beautiful as a poem was her heart in its

noble work of consecration. Self-denial was the

supreme virtue of her life; and, being dead, she yet

speaketh.

When we think ot the long sea-voyage; of her be-

ing driven with her husband from their mission

point on landing; of their life of exile on the Isle

of France; of their struggles, trials, and privations

there; of their sacrifice in setting forth for Burmah
and her alarming illness upon the sea; and most of

all, that, under severities and discouragements, ev-

en such as these, she declined to flee for refuge to

the dear homeland; when we think of all this and

more, let us thank God that, for all time, our mis-

sionaries may have an example of patience and for-

titude in the memory of Ann Hasseltine Judson.

Many sonows and hardships were in store for her

in Burmah. The first heavy stroke was not long

withheld, and the.>is;ionary woman learned how

April 10, 1897,

grievous a sacrifice it is to yield up the first-born

and only child. The mother-heart was stirred to

its very depths, and the shadow which rested there

was never wholly lifted. But she did not suffer

this loss, even, to hinder her in the work she had

undertaken. Bravely she suffered and silently en-

dured; and it was only when her husband was torn

from her embrace, to be carried to prison, and, as

she thought, to death, that her bleeding heart

wailed foith: -There was never sorrow like unto

my sorrow!
"

For many months she ministered to him in a

mouldy cell, where her artistic and sensitive nature

had to be shocked w ith " teeming filth and intoler-

able odors, which were beyond all description."

It is said the room had never been washed or even

swept, and at that time contained almost a hundred

prisoners of both sexes and all nationalities. Here

it was that Mrs. Judson bore in her own frail

arms her infant daughter, when it was but twenty

days old, that she might present it to its father.

And of all the impressive incidents connected with

Dr. Judson's imprisonment, this is recoided as hav-

ing been the most touching.

Mrs. Judson's work did not stop here. She had

projected a girls' school, and was, in many ways,

endeavoring to lift the Burmans to a purer and

sublimer type of life, But when her prospects

seemed brightest, she was seized, in her husband's

absence, with a malignant fever, and declined

rapidly. " With no one to watch by her, save the

weeping Burmans, bewailing ' the white mama

'

and the touch of gentle strangers only," she closed

her eyes to earthly things, and at last, "perfect

through suffering," the great soul of Ann H. Jud-

son parsed out and up to its reward.

It was a sad home-coming for Dr. Judson. In-

stead of embracing the loving wife, as was his

wont, he knelt, and, in unspeakable mournfulness,

embraced a lonely grave, beneath a hapia tree,

which has become histouc because it shades the

grave of her to whom Christendom and heathen-

dom alike owe that which is costlier far than gold.

Johnstown, Pa.
^

' HOW A HOSPITAL WAS FOUNDED.

Li Hung Chang, the great Chinaman, who has

lately visited this country, lost his wife not long

since, a woman of high education and of no little

ability. About seventeen years ago she was very ill,

and it was learned that her life could not be saved

except by a critical surgical operation. The customs

of the land would not allow a man to perform it.

Miss Leonora S. Howard, a physician of ability, a

missionary in Peking, was sent for, who performed

the operation and saved her life. Li was so grate-

ful for what had been done that he presented Miss

Howard with a purse of gold. She declined it, with

these words: " I did not do this work for the sake

of money; I did it for Christ's sake. I am glad to

have had the privilege of saving Lady Li. I am
grateful for your offer of gold, but I cannot take it.

I am paid by the Woman's Foreign Missionary So-

ciety of the Methodist Episcopal Church. But if

you wish to help the work I am engaged in, and

help the women of China so that they may have

medical and surgicaf skill of the best sort, then you

may give the money to our hospital work." The

viceroy followed the suggestion made, and his gift

was so generous that a hospital for women was

founded.

The sainted Baxter's one regret at the close of

his life was couched in these words: " I remember
no one sin that my conscience doth so much accuse

and judge me for as for doing so little for the sav-

ing of men's souls, and dealing no more fervently

with them for their

"When steel filings are drawn to a magnet, eacfi

particle is a miniature magnet. The attraction

that pulls to the central loadstone, unites each

atom in a solid mass. Withdraw the magnet and

they drop apart. The cross is such a moral mag-

net. It draws to God and unites believers. Christ

• lifted np,' draws all men to him and to each other-'
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Some one asked \l r. SpijrL'emi if lit- thon-hi dies, .1 Mohammedan
the heathen could be saved il the Gospel could sick The authentic:

be preached to them, He replied thathenev-
\i felt any coin em abom that, bui he did d< ubi

f the church would be saved itsell ii il Failed

' lospi 1 to the he ithen.

E COMMITTEE RECEIVES <

What a lesson for An
Zulu church in Ethiopia,

pl.iccd among its by-law

shall he permitted to dn

Things are greatly turned around. Jest

said, "Go," and every one not going ought 1

be able to give a good reason why he does »<

go. But to-day the burden of argument is i

trying to convince every one that he is undi

obligation to obey the command and^c.

Think of the incongruity of a follower)

Christ talking down missions! It is all right 1

criticise, in a Christian manner, methods en

ployed; but to he opposed^, really opposed,

It is always much easier to find fnull with

what is being done than to do il one's self, or

uggesl better methods of doing. Hut

hat flaws ma) be Found is no rea:

good, it would be

tde up of i

1 lif.

Mankind may rage and storm, and 1

r the hand of

d immediate!)

atches his siif-

11 nol bt tried

mally,less discovered. 1 n

iM.il Mohamnudan [,1-iu'ik' ruses. I have done
! in, in, 1 them to n port,—all to no

.<i. 1 1. 'I he) say, " 11 the) iii.
, lei ihem die,

[1 is God's n n Bui i « mi th< pleasure ol at-

tending to theii dying wants." " II we
against the plague so much, «, fight againsi

God, Eoi I rod si ni the plague. " 11 we are to

die bj plague, le( us die. H h) should we try

to preveni ii " ["he whole loi would swear by
all that's sacred to them, no doubt, if ..died

upon, that there is not a ease of plague imong
them, I wonder what the false prophet would
say if he could rise up Erom los grave

the millions who bi ar the 1 urse ol bis 1

\s to ourselves, we an ai pern e V\ e ti el

:..id,ni course, at seeing so malt) deaths, and

being able to do so little. We often read the

nincty-firsi psalm. \\ e Feel that we
an perfectly secure. Wetellthepeo

ORl'HANAOE NOTES.

ft\ 0. I. 1 1 Rl m W,

w
1

wish, firsi ol all, to rectify a mistake
wlii« h we inadvertently made in out pn 1 eding
Notes. li.iir: is not sUuaud southwest, as we
wrote, bui southeast of Smyrna,

Our orphans now warn to exhibit their lit-

tle knowledgcol 1 nglish.and so call me "fa-

ther" instead .'i " babft," as heretofore, n»y
think it is more pleasing to me to b< addressed
in English, and so ii is.

Some orphans, who wept bitterly the first

..nil sec 1 daj the) cam< here, preferring, like

the tsrai lites ol old, the flesh-pots of Egypi to

quails and manna; misery to the blessings of .1

home, dangei in -.,
, unt\ , In L',ui to dry up

have often asked ihem whether they WOUl

like t.i be turned out into the streets 0! Smyrm
or sail back n. the interior; hut ihnr answer 1

always .hi emphatic " No," They now seem 1

laugh at their tears, and to be asham I 'I ol the

former foolish envinn.

In a letter, just r

le says: " We are

roubles and dange

he Armenian mas
an affairs. Iiul «',

eceived fron
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e

sacres, hue,

llro. Ic
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use of th

the hill

(or us that the iss

the cause of Christ' kingdom p evail
"

If "well-fed members"

.ill 1

—All the schools are closed for jvanl of

scholars. We opened a scl 1 tliis week with

an attendance of eight,

in God 1 have Found a retreat,

\Vh(
' fug! 1 !S1

And her.- I intei

'he pestilem e wa
When darkness

c itisfitction

. ail dressed

row In the

hundredfold be
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WHERE THE SACRII ICE-

AROUND AKOUT IH'I.5AR.

ui which was the adv.incei

work in the South. Bro.

time is at hand when a mi:

people oF the South should

,„l 1 asked myscll the

hoped that the 1

A sister from North Carolina en

i'"*rd a sermon pit-ached by the- Bit

—The quest has already been pul lo us b)

failure ol it all. Where the

d yet has the benefit of her proper-

ng. There will be no expense of

rator to execute that will, for it is

1 he Ylohammeda
law is, to report as

oped, but they w

e in the roof of many a with, aith thi I ol hosts, i I [will not open

1 little sunshine in. you die windows ol heaven, and ]>oiir von nut a

, :
|,. r chitrly 1.. II...I. ' ii. o ilien- shall not he. room enough

astifFneckedlot. The to receive it." Mai, 3:10. Brethren, do we

as any case is devel- believe this?

I do it. When a rase S 7 DtVUicn St., fait, Calm Rapids, lov/a,

shall come, and, if we live until then, we snail

see that they are placed where they shall lu< ra-

lively earn their Irving, :iw\ he an honor 10 the

,, ,,,,,,,,,.,, of the "Smyrna Brethren's Orphan-

age"!

Smyrna, Ana Minor,
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Bro. J. C. Lahman and wife, who have been

spending the winter in Florida, expect to be with

the Brethren in Washington, D. C, over Easter

Sunday.

Bro. Geo. S. Dilling, who has been spending

some months in Colorado, for his health, is now at

his home in Monticelio, Ind. His earnest prayer is

that he may yet be restored to health, and we are

certain that this is the sincere desire of his many
friends.

Sister Lyiha E. Taylor writes very encourag-

ingly concerning the outlook in Cedar Rapids,

Iowa, and thinks there are hopes for an ingathering

in the near future. She, as well as Bro. Chas. M.
Yearout, should now be addressed at 817 Division

Street, E.

Bro. A. M. T. Miller, of Pickrell, Nebr, spent

one day in the Mount this week. He seems not

only thoroughly interested in getting many of our

people to settle in the State from which he hails,

but is equally concerned about getting others into

the church.

Mount Morris, III., April 10, 1897.

Our next issue will contain some excellent Eas-

ter reading.

One more was baptized in the Chicago church

last Sunday.

Considerable church news is crowded out of

this issue. It will appear next week,

Bro. J. C. Seibert's address is now changed

from Lone Tree, Iowa, to Cando, N. D.

The District Meeting for Southern Ohio will be

held in the Lower Twin church, May 8.

A series of meetings in the Duncanwille church,

Hereafter Bro. S. K. Zug, of Elizabeth tow

Pa., should be addressed at Mastersonville, Pa.

We had the pleasure of receiving one into the

church here last Sunday by confession and baptism.

Bro. J. Kurtz Miller closed his series of meet-

ings in Manheim, Lancaster Co., Pa., with five ac-

Bro, D. R. Savi.or has changed his address from
Thurmont, Md., to Double Pipe Creek, Carroll Co.,

same State.

J as. A. Stouoer, of Dunlap, Kansas, is now lo-

cated at Davenport, Okla., where he should here-

A coon ingathering in the church at Fort Scott,

Kans., is reported, there being fourteen accessions

by confession and baptism.

We have run short of No. II, and would be
pleased to have a few copies of that issue, if any of

our readers feel like parting with theirs.

Bko. B. E. Kesler, formerly of Litchfield, 111., is

now located at Dryden, Ark., and is devoting his

entire time to mission work in that part of the

Some of those to whom the Mission Board had
the Messenger sent six month?, are greatly pleased
with the paper, and, on the expiration of the time,

not a few of them are likely to become regular sub-

Wkiting from Mt. Jackson, Va., under date of
April 1, Bro. Andrew Hutchison says: "I am now
laboring in the Cedar Grove church, Shenandoah
County; will go to Woodstock next, and be at

Winchester, Va., by April _> 4 , and be there till May
;. Then I go to Pipe Creek, Md. The Lord is

blessing me still with health sufficient to work
daily. Farmers are very busy, but they come to
church too."

Hardly a week passes that we do not

anonymous obituary notices, or notices failing to

state where the deceased lived at the time of his

or her death. Of course these cannot be pub-

lished. When will people learn to affix their

name and address to everything they send to a

printing-office?

Concerning her work, a sister writes that she

could tell the dark side, but thinks that would do

no good. That is correct. We cannot make a

paper cheerful by filling it with the dark side of

things, though it may often be well for us to know
of some of these discouraging circumstances. No
real good results from constantly parading the

gloomy side of questions.

We call special attention to the improvements on

the Missionary page in this issue. We are sure

that they will be appreciated. It will also be ob-

served that we have made a decided improvement
in the arrangement of 'Notes from our Corres-

pondents." These notes are classified under States,

which enables one, at a glance, to see just what is

reported from each State. Notes for this depart-

ment should be short and to the point, and the cor-

respondents in each State should see to it that their

States are well represented in this department of

the Messenger.

Very few of us realize the magnitude of the tax

imposed upon the people in taking care of the crim-

inal class. There are fifty-two penitentiaries and

over seventeen thousand jails in the United States,

which cost not less than five hundred million dol-

lars to build. Each yrar not far from one million

people arc kept in these various prisons at a total

expense of not less than one hundred million dol-

lars. Add to this the cost of court trials, of police

and other officers, of watchmen, of locks and keys,

and bolts and bars, and of looking after the crimi-

nals, and the result is appalling. Much of this ex-

pense may be justly charged to the indulgence in

strong drink. If strong drink and its influence

were wiped out, the penitentiaries and jails might
easily be lessened one half.

A poor man who sends Si. 50 donation for the

purpose of having the Messenger sent to some per-

son, not able lo pay for it, says: " I never realized

my responsibility as a father of children until I

commenced reading the Messenger. It has done
me much good. I am not a member of the church,

but I would like to be, and, by the help of God, I

will be in the near future. Do you think one can
be a Christian without his name being in a

church? " If one can be a Christian, and be saved
out of the church as well as in it, then the church is

of no practical use so far as it relates to the salva-

tion of the world. What if some one had asked
Noah if he could be saved outside of the ark? We
hope to hear of our friend coming into the church
soon, for in the body of Christ is the only place of

real safety. It is the Christian's refuge while on
his pilgrimage in this world.
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Brethren C. Hope and W. L. Bingaman Were
with us over last Sunday. The latter preached at

Silver Creek in the morning and in the Chapel in

the evening. Bro. Hope preached to the little peo .

pie in the Chapel in the morning. From here he
went to Wisconsin to do some mission work among
the Scandinavians.

It is to be hoped that our people will build no
more meetinghouses within a short distance of

towns or cities. Such houses should be either di-

rectly in the city— and in a good locality at that—
or some distance out in the country. People in

cities will not walk even a half-mile out into the

country to attend church, while most of those liv-

ing that distance from town often prefer to attend

services in the town. Probably all the congrega-

tions, having houses of worship near cities, have

long since found out their mistake.

WAS PHARAOH DROWNED IN THE RED SEA?

We have abundant evidence that the Messenger

is carefully read, and the statements made in these

columns carefully scrutinized. We are glad this is

the case. It makes contributors and editors careful

as to the statements made. In No. 12, of the Mes-

senger, the question was asked: " Did Pharaoh

perish in the Red Sea?" The answer was: "We
do not have positive proof that Egypt's king per-

ished or was drowned in the sea. And yet the pre-

sumption is that he perished with his host." A val-

ued correspondent, at North Manchester, Ind.,

writes us as follows as to the matter:

Dear Brother:—In last Gospel Messenger, the question

was asked whether Pharaoh was drowned with his host in the

Red Sea. The answer is, we have no Bible text that says he

was. Please refer to Psalm 136: 15,

The Scripture reads: " But overthrew Pharaoh and

his host in the Red Sea." In the marginal reading,

we have for overthrow " sltaked off," And still the

fact remains that we do not have a positive Bible

statement that Pharaoh was drowned, It has al-

ways seemed to us that the drowning of so impor-

tant a personage as the King of Egypt would have

been, had it occurred, recorded in Exodus, where a

detailed account of the overthrow of the Egyptians

is given. In the poetry of the Psalms the usage of

language would allow the statement, " Pharaoh and

his host," even if the King had escaped. A gener-

al and his army may be overthrown, and yet the

general escape with his life. Job says: " Know
now that God hath overthrown me " and yet he es-

caped with his life by " the skin of his teeth."

THE PLAQUE OR BLACK DEATH.

ellBro. Stover's letter, in the last iss

the one found on page 231, of this issue, will be

read with regret by all our people. Whilst there is

always danger to those who are exposed to the

dread disease, the plague, or black death, as it is

called, it is stated that in India very few outside of

the native population are attacked. We are not

unduly apprehensive of danger to our missionaries,

yet we cannot but feel some degree of anxiety on

account of the conditions by which they are sur-

rounded. Wc need not suggest that they be made

the subject of earnest prayer in this emergency.

God's children have been anxiously engaged in

prayer for them, and will continue to do so.

The plague is one of the most fatal diseases

known. Instances are given where, in certain pla-

ces, every person attacked died. It is usually fa ta '

in from a few hours to three days after the attack.

The first symptoms are similar to the ague. Severe

pains in the limbs, followed by extreme nervous

prostration, with excruciating pains in the head.

The patient becomes distracted and tosses about in

deep fear. In many cases death intervenes during

the first twenty-four hours of the attack. Cases

are recorded where the victim succumbed to t« e
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disease in less than three hours. The glands of the

neck are usually much swollen, and dark spots ap

pear on the skin. This last symptom gave the dis-

ease the name of the black death.

At this time the question as to whether the

plague will invade Europe, and possibly this coun-

try, is attracting a great deal of attention. The

health authorities are on the alert, and every pre-

caution is being taken to keep the enemy, now at

the door, from gaining an entrance. Dr. Mosney, a

celebrated French physician, an authority on the

plague, is of the opinion that, unless the greatest

possible care is exercised, Europe will again be

devastated by the awful black death which has so

often decimated the population of the old world in

past centuries.

In the fourteenth century the plague invaded

Europe, and, according to statistics, resulting from

an inquiry made by Pope Clement VI, the total

number of victims of the dread disease is given at

42,800,000. Other authorities give the total deaths

twenty-five million. These figures are startling and

will serve to show the deadly nature of the disease.

The cities of London and Venice each lost one hun-

dred thousand of their people. The deaths in Ger-

many were given at a million and a half, and Italy

lost fully one-half of her population.

In 1656 the most destructive of all recorded epi-

demics in Europe raged in Naples, when, it is said,

300,000 people perished in about five months. In

1665 occurred the last Great Plague in London. In

a few months 68,596 people perished out of a popu-

lation of 460,000, out of whom two-thirds are sup-

posed to have fled in order to escape the ravages of

the disease. -The last outbreak of the plague in

Europe occurred in 1878-79, on the banks of the

river Volga. It caused a panic throughout Europe,

but was confined to the villages surrounding the

place where it first appeared.

Owing to the improved sanitary conditions which

now prevail in all parts of this country and of Eu-

rope, it is the general opinion that an outbreak of

the disease is not to be feared. In the sixteenth

and seventeenth centuries the cities of Europe were

cesspools of filth, and the conditions were most fa-

vorable for the spread of epidemics. With cleanli-

ness, and a proper regard for health conditions, it

would seem that the danger from an invasion of the

plague is reduced to the minimum.

In the old time God sent plagues upon the na-

tions because of their sins. If ever there was a

time when sin needs rebuke, it would seem that we

are living in that time to-day,—so-called Christian

Europe allowing the Mohammedans to massacre

the Armenian Christians and protecting the Mos-

lem from the righteous indignation of the Greeks.

A day with the Lord is as a thousand years and a

thousand years as a day. But the sins of nations

will not go unpunished. Because of sin the plague

fell upon the Israelites in the days of David. Be-

cause of sin it may fall upon the nations of Europe

at the close of the nineteenth century. d. l. m.

THE CRITIC.

ourse of Bible reading, for the purpose of

efully incidents making the strongest im-

» upon the mind, we came to the criticisms

offered by Aaron and Miriam against Moses, and

how severely God punished and humiliated them

before the congregation of the people. The inci-

dent started a train of thought which finds expres-

sion in these columns.

The critic and fault-finder may be of use in this

world, for the Lord, in his inscrutable wisdom, suf-

fers him to live; but many a life, burdened by care

and sorrow, and tempted almost to yielding, is

further discouraged, and often destroyed, by unkind

criticisms. The sneer of the cold critic and fault-

finder is as poisonous to sensitive natures as is the

hade of the deadly Upas to animal life. It chills

p-rituality, murders love and brings grievous of-

fense to Christ's little ones. A critic of this kind

congregation will just as certainly destroy the

:e of the church as that water unhindered will

flow down hill. Such a? these are they who should

have millstones hanged about their necks and be

drowned in the depths of the sea. Such a fate

were better for them and for the peace of humani-

ty.

We are all ready to condemn the character set

forth in the last paragraph, but while we are find-

ing fault with the fault-finder, let us ask ourselves

the question, "Are we not prone to be critical of

our fellows?" It is so very easy to fall into the

habit of speaking unkindly of and censuring oth-

ers, and that, too, very often for the very things we
allow in ourselves. How easy it is for us to bring

others to judgment, often unheard, condemn them,

and speak unkindly of them. All this, instead of

giving them brotherly sympathy and the help we
all so much need in the struggle of life. And none

need this help more than he that is burdened unto

falling.

The tendency to criticise and belittle the actions

of others grows out of selfishness and self-love.

Censure is often only another name for self-praise.

The motives, prompting the censure of Aaron and

Miriam, are revealed in their own words. " Hath
not the Lord spoken by us also? " The critic says:

"There is brother A, See how he comes short of

his duties." He means to say, and often says it in

the same breath: " Look upon me. I have none of

the weaknesses of brother A." It is the " I am
holier than thou" spirit.

Criticism, given in the right spirit, may be help-

ful, but it is not a fruit of the Spirit. This fruit is

" love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, good-

ness, faith, meekness, temperance." You may
search in vain for the critic's art in this catalogue

of good things. The Spirit producing this kind of

fruit will burn out of the heart the habit of critical

fault-finding. He who looks upon others through

the eyes of the warm love of God will find more to

commend and less to censure than if he look

through cold knowledge. " For knowledge puffeth

up but love buildeth up."

When measured by the perfection of Christ, how

weak our best efforts are! And yet he loves us,

cares for us and saves us. The following incident-,

from real life, may illustrate this point. A little

girl picked up a simple bit of sewing upon which

her mother had been working. After an hour of

quiet, she brought it to mother with her dear little

face all lit up with smiles, and said, "Mamma, I's

been helping you, 'cause I love you so." The

stitches were long, irregular, and puckered up, but

the mother saw in them the loving heart of her

child and pressed her to her bosom. That same

night the little one sickened, and in a few days was

taken to heaven. Do you wonder that mother

keeps that imperfect piece of sewing as one of her

dearest treasures, and that tears will come when

she looks at it?

So it seems to us Jesus will look upon our imper-

fect work, wrought because we love him so. Let

us all have a care lest we offend his little ones!

When he was walking with men he silenced the

carping critic with these words: " Let her alone,

she has done what she could." May we not all

take heed to our words and speak gently even to

erring ones? Kind words never die.

"O friends I pray to-night.

Keep not your kisses for my dead, cold brow;

The way is lonely; let me feel them now.

Think gently of me; I am travel-worn;

My faltering feet are pierced with many a thorn.

Forgive, O hearts estranged, forgive I plead"

HERE AND THERE.

After the close of our Bible Term, in looking
over the mission work to do immediately around
us, and receiving calls from more distant fields, and
considering the small number of available laborers,

we felt it would be ,. ijood thing to try to provide
for this lack, in part, by calling several of our
brethren to the ministry, and wc held an election

for this purpose. The choice fell upon brethren

W. C. llanawall and I. Bruce Book, both young
men of fine literary qualifications and well estab-

lished in the doctrines of the church, We feel

sure they will continue to be earnest workers for

the Master.

We are glad that the hearts and minds of our
young brethren are being turned to church work,

and that they are showing a willingness to accept

such duties as the church may see fit to lay upon
them, We aie also glad of the fact that the church

is seeing the wisdom of calling our young breth-

ren to this most of all important callings, at a time

when they are best prep ired to accept it, and be-

come efficient workers for the Lord.

A few weeks ago a series of meetings was com-
menced, under the charge of Eld. W. J. Swigart,

at Ardenheim, one of the outside appointments,

several miles east of Huntingdon, where, a few

years ago, a very neat and comfortable church-

house was built. The meetings were continued

over two weeks, and, as a result, eleven were bap-

tized. Last fall a similar meeting was held at this

place with twenty-three additions. A number of

others were added since the building of the church-

house. While we attribute the success there large-

ly to the earnest preaching and Sunday school

work done there, yet the building of the house,

and thus making a church home there, was also an

important factor in the good work. For people to

desire a church home and a show of permanency

is a very natural feeling that we all, more or less,

have, and because of this feeling existing, it is

wisdom, on our part, that we make proper pro-

vision to meet this need.

At this last baptism we were especially im-

pressed on seeing the desire, on the part of the

little ones, of pressing into the kingdom, while

those of maturer years and harder hearts, stand

back, waiting for better opportunities which will

never come. Six of them were little girl*, ranging

in age from ten to twelve. As we saw them joy-

fully go into the water baptism, we were made to

think how many of the snares of sin these children

may be saved from if they continue to be in the

Lord. Why should children go out in sin and sow

their wild oats, to reap the sad results with blis-

tered hands and crushed hearts, when it can be

avoided by, earl • in life, directing their steps with-

in the fold of Christ!

That young people must sow their wild oats, is

a terrible hallucination, suggested by the devil,

and given heed to by too many of our Christian

mothers. They entertain the false idea that chil-

dren, in order to do well and marry well, must get

out into the whirl of fashionable society. Society

is all right, but the kind of society that js not safe

for Christian associations is not a safe place for

our children or anybody else. Many of our par-

ents have been made to drink the bitterness of

such a course, by seeing their children marry out-

side of the church and thus being carried off into

other relations that are not at all in harmony with

the teachings of the church.

The better way is to teach our children into the

church while they are young, and let them form

their own society, which will be safe, and a thou-

sand times more enjoyable than to skip and dance

to the music and enchantment of the evil one. If,

by so doing, they should miss the opportunity of
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wedding the dude, or flirt of fashion, of them it

can be said, " Blessed are ye."

This is no random shot, but a sad, sad truth,

that there are many, who, like Esau, have sold

their birth-right for a mess of "fashion and style
"

pottage and have, since, been seeking, carefully

and with tears, a place for repentance, but find it

not. Parents, as soon as possible, get away from

the terrible delusion that your children must first

sow their wild oats, instead of first seeking the

kingdom of God.

The Brethren of the James Creek church held a

pleasant and interesting meeting for several weeks.

Though the weather was unpleasant and the roads

very bad, yet the attendance was good through-

out, and a considerable interest was manifested.

Had the weather been more propitious and the

attending circumstances different, it would have

been a good thing to have continued the meetings.

Brethren J. C. ReiH and C. C. Ellis, at a late

church meeting, were forwarded to the second de-

gree of the ministry. They have shown themselves

earnest and efficient workers in the calling where-

unto they have been called, and it was the unani-

mous voice of the church that they should be thus

advanced. Bro. Reiff and his good wife, — sis-

ter Anna,—left us last week to accept a charge in

New Jersey. May the Lord richly bless them in

their new field of labor!

The Juniata College opened its Spring Term on

Tuesday, March 23. with an unusually full attend-

ance and with a large number yet to come. Many

of those who have been teaching during the win-

ter are returning (or the Spiing Term. There is al-

so quite an encouraging number of the graduates

coming back for post-graduate work. The Bible

work for this term will be, Evidences of Chris-

tianity, Bible History, Bible Antiquities, Exe-

gesis, and Biblical Interpretations. This, in con-

nection with the regular Sunday Bible classes, the

preaching services, and prayer meetings, ought to

prove a powerful influence for good.-

April 1 Bro. Walter S. Long takes charge of the

Tyrone church which has been a mission point for

several years, but we hope may soon become self-

supporting. It is p;irtly so now. As Eld. S. S.

Gray leaves the Warriorsmark church, to lake

charge of the Old Folks' Home at Shirleysburg,

Pa., it is expected that Bro. Long will do some

preaching for the Warriorsmark brethren, in con-

nection with his work at Tyrone. As Bio. Long

is the first steward of the Home, we hope the ex-

change will prove satisfactory all around!

The Home is moving along pleasantly, and all

that is needed to continue its moving along, is for

all the churches of the District to put their hands

ta it, and give a brotherly and iisterly push. This,

we think, all will see the propriety of doing. Do
it soon! Do it now,' Then we will make a report

to District Meeting that will make everybody re-
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: know, arc Gentiles, save the few millions of

Jews scattered here and there among other nations.

re is more or less controversy about the de

dants from the "ten lost tribes of Israel,"

e maintaining that the North American Iridi-

came from that source, while others hold that

the Anglo-Saxon descended from one or more of

tribes, but the evidence in support of these

is far from being satisfactory.

QUERISTS' DEPARTMENT.

A young brother says ihe Lord has tailed him 10 |,n_.,, i,

bui nut to baptize. So bt proposes <" travel and preach, bul

not bapluc his convert, He will advise ihcm to unite with

any church ihcy think proper. What ought we to do with

him? G. W. P.

The brother docs not have sound Gospel views.

He should be both admonished and instructed, and

if he will not at once cease preaching, the church

should withdraw fellowship from him. No church

can countenance such loose and erroneous work
Such men and their wojk usually come to naught

in a very short time.

Is the Timed States a ' ientilc nationi
UVRON TALHKLM.

Yes, the United States is a Gentile nation. In

fact, all the governments of earth, at this time, are

Gentile. All people and kindred of earth, so far

\ member is sick and sends for the physician. Growing

better he sends for the elders and is anointed. Not im-

proving, he again sends for the physician. Is there not a

wrong done in sending for the physician the second time?

A Brother.

It is the high privilege of the devout sick to be

ointed by the elders, and where this is done,

ere is no more reason for dispensing with the

physician than with the nurse. All any physician

n do is to assist nature, and for this purpose pure

, uniform temperature in the room, healthful

food, wise nursing and a few cheerful friends, are

often as beneficial as medicine, and there is no

nore harm in using one in connection with anoint-

ng than the other. Nature and grace work well

together, when wisely managed. If we want the

Lord to raise us from the sick bed, it will be wise

in us to do all we can to assist him. One may
here show his faith by his works as well as else-

where. There is a possibility of tempting the

Lord just at this point by refusing to do what is

reasonable to help nature. We should bear in

mind that God is the author of the laws of na

ture, as well as the laws of revelation, and that we

can best honor him by complying with both. In

sickness, as well as in health, the Lord wants us to

do all we can, and then trust him' for the rest. We
can see nothing out of the way in sending for the

physician the second time.

Is it right for a member who has personal difficulties with

members, and will not make a proper effort to settle them, to

lead in a prayer meeting? A. W. W.

The spirit of Matt. 5: 24 teaches that it would

not be right for a member to lead in a public serv-

ice of the kind while he is making no effort to be-

come reconciled to his brother. This should ap-

ply to such cases only where members knowingly

persist in refusing to perform their duty. It will,

however, be wise not to judge too harshly, or too

hastily in matters of this kind.

a Methodist class-

It. A. Patterson.

On more than one occasion Paul related his ex

perience, but it was not the kind usually heard at

class meetings. As a rule, people place very little

confidence in the experiences generally related.

If, at one of these meetings, a member is called on,

he would better tell something worth listening to.

This he may do without showing any disrespect

towards those having charge of the meeting.

Arc the Sunday suhool thuirtertUs intended to be used as

helps in preparing the lessons, and then use the Bible in the

class? Or, should they be used in the class instead of the

Bible? C. Krauill.

The better way is to use the helps at home in

preparing the lesson, and then use the Bible in the

class. But under no circumstances neglect a care-

ful study of the Bible. Let the Quarterlies serve

as helps only. j. h. m.

"Some marksmen shoot very accurately when
they shoot from a rest, and take time to aim delib-

erately; but who, when they undertake to shoot off-

hand, go wide of the mark. So some men when
they take time to deliberate on a question that may
be before them, come to very just conclusions, but

when they attempt to form a judgment on the spur

of the moment, generally manage to get things

wrong. The man who finds that his hastily-formed

conclusions do not commend themselves to his

mature judgment, should never take a snapshot."

' HOME AND * FAMILY v

KISSED HIS MOTHER.

Shb sat on the porch in the sunshine,

As I went down the street,

—

A woman whose hair was silver,

But whose face was blossom-sweet,

Making me think of a garden,

Where in spite of the frost and snow
Of bleak November weather,

Late fragrant lilies blow,

I heard a footstep behind me,

And the sound of a merry laugh,

And 1 knew the heart it came from

Would be a comforting staff

Id the hour and time of trouble,

Hopeful and brave and strong,

One of the hearts to lean on

When we think that things go wrong.

I turned at the click of the gate-latch,

And met his manly look;

A face like his gives me pleasure,

Like the page of a pleasant book.

It told of a steadfast purpose.

Of a brave and daring will,—

A face with a promise in it

That God grant the years to fulfill,

He went up the pathway singing;

I saw the woman's eyes

Grow bright with a wondrous welcome,

As sunshine warms the skies.

"Back again, sweet mother,"

He cried and'bent to kiss

The loving face that was lifted

For what some mothers miss.

That boy will do to depend on,

I hold that this is true,—

From lads in love with their mothers

Our bravest heroes grew.

Earth's grandest hearts have been loving

Since time and earth began!

And the boy who kissed his mother

—£. E. lie.vford.

In Two Parts —Part One.—The Elderly Women.

Wherein lies woman's best estate? I know what

you will say in answer to this question. You will

assert that it depends on which woman it is. I

have not found it so. What I did find is the

universal verdict of those whom I have interrogat-

ed, as to the happiest period of an average wom-
an's life. I gave my sisters in the church the pref-

erence, but I inquired of many others, also,—all

were Christians, I believe, I preferred to learn the

history of such as believe, as woman's duties are so

important that she can not round out a successful

life without being a Christian.

My subject includes mothers and wives. All of

whom I inquired are those that have been brought

up in the midst of plenty, but who have worked to

get it and expect to work,—such whom we consider

are the uncrowned queens of this country, the bread

winners and wage-workers of these United States.

I wrote to several aged sisters, who are too modest

to have their names appear in print, but, in their

kindness of heart, some of them responded by

asking me to give my happiest days in a long, if

not a well-spent, life.

I became a Christian while young in years, My
childhood was a happy one. My first grief was

when I was sent away to school and did not get to

come home for three months at a time. I suffered

much from homesickness. How I longed for va-

cation! 1 experience the same homesickness now,

for my Heavenly Father's house, " where many

I had to work during vacation,—spin, weave and

cook. My school text-books were laid away. I

never knew but one home until I went forth a

bride. Father's large farm, of two hundred acres,

produced everything needed, including nuts and

fruits in abundance, but not much money was re-
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When about twelve years old, I

ing forty miles away to

on the same ho

rid-

ichool, behind my fathc

Part of the way led through
the woods, with no guide-boards or roads. Only
the "blazed'" trees guided us on our way through
the trackless woods. As we rode along in this

primitive fashion, and while busily watching the
little bare spots on the sides of the trees, made by
the woodman's ax, I dropped asleep, from fatigue,

I suppose, and fell to the ground. Having re-

ceived no injury, we were soon jogging along, pass-

ing, now and then, through a settlement or li'tle

town, which broke the monotony of the journey.
We arrived at our destination about sunset. The

high school was situated in the upper part of a
building. Next morning my father took me up,
and paid my tuition for the term, which took
every cent of money he had. My wardrobe was
in good order, and mother always brought me
iomething new to wear, the last day of school.

nplied

ized, with sadness,

making to send me

irt of my

The prepayment of my tuiti

ing the entire term, and I

the sacrifice that my father «

to school.

My young girlhood was now swiftly passing
away, and my affections vibrating betwi

home and school. The pleasant vacatio

spent happily. My teacher praised me,
the advancement I made in my studies.

I think my happiest days were within th

of the twenty years beginning at thi

life, when my girlhood was budding
hood, full of vivacity and hope.

Soon after my school-days my troth was plight-

ed. My engagement years were full of love's

bright dreams. My happiest days included my
bridal day. One of my happy days was also the
one on which my husband laid my firstborn by my
side, saying, "It's ours." That germ of love, in

every pure woman's heart, which longs for some-
thing on which to bestow its affections, was now sat-

isfied, and I was happy, indeed, in this, its first re-

alization, made sweeter by purity and hope. I well
remember my mother's talk and admonition con-
cerning the sacredness of motherhood and its re-

sponsibilities.

The next period of happiness was the develop-
ing of the intellectual nature of my children, and
leading them up to the higher and better life of hu-
manity. At short intervals, my husband, father
and mother were removed by death, — my three
best earthly friends. The husband of my youth,
my first love, my best earthly bl

re on earth!

over again those sweet experiences. They were
the happiest days of her life, and she often recalls
them in secret, from the privacy of her heart. She
wishes those days might come back again. In her
letter she tells me the secret of the whole matter.—
"Love lightens labor."

One or more of these three kinds of love,—filial,

conjugal and maternal, have more to do with wom-
an's sweetest hours than a'l the world beside.

Oslrandir, Ohio.

—~+ CORRESPONDENCE *——

From the Lafayette Church, Ohio.

We met in council Feb. 27th. As this was our
last council before the District Meeting, quite an

lount of business came before the meeting. Eld.
L. Wilkins, who has been with the church

re, since he united with the people of God, ten-
dered his resignation as elder in charge, as he in-

tends to go to other fields of labor. The church de-
clined to accept his resignation and concluded to
retain him as their housekeeper.

At this meeting the writer was advanced to the
second degree of the ministry, and was also chosen
as delegate to District Meeting. The church at
this place will ask Annual Meeting, through Dis-
trict Meeting that the Annual Meeting of "1898 be
held in Northwestern Ohio. G. A. Snider

From Manltelm, Pa.

1.,

From Hutchinson, Kans.

ts morning the ground is covered with a
le of snow—an emblem of purity! Oh that
)uld keep our lives and actions as clear as the

! Then our missions would prosper. This is

loving season in cities and we must labor hard
ep track of the little ones, Some are lost en-

ained. Godtirely to the school, while othe

ight we closed a very interesting scries of
meetings in this church, with a full house and the
best of attention. Bro. J. Kurt. Miller, of Frank-
I'n County, Pa., did the preaching. He ~avc us
twelve interesting and instructive sermons. As an
immediate result, we had five applicants for bap-
tism, and some others were almost persuaded to
accept Christ. Our "Home for the Homeless"
will soon be opened. One brother and sister in-
end to furnish the sitting-room with a "grand-
father's clock," and a supply „f old furniture more
than one hundred years old. That will make it
home like for the aged members. Some queens-
ware, spoons, towels, and material for beds, have
already been sent in as donations, but the Home
still needs further supplies, and they will thank-
fully receive ahything that may be of use in such

institution. Quite a number of applications
have been received for the admission of inmates to
lhe home - A. E. Light,
March 35,

District and Ministerial Meetlne ot the Southern
District of Indiana.

These meetings will be held in the Mississincwa
church, Delaware Co., Ind„ April 13 and 14.
Those coming by rail must come the day before
the meeting, as no arrangements will be made to
meet any one on the day of the meeting. Those
coming via Indianapolis, over the Hig Four R'y,
will leave Indianapolis at 4:50 or 6:25 P, M.; ar-
riving at Muucie at 6:55 or 7:48 P. M. Leaving
Muncie at 7: 55 P. M„ you will arrive at Shidelcr at

8:25. Those coming over the L. E. W. R'y from
the West, will arrive at Muncie at 4: 10, and will
come to Shideler on the same train. Arrange-
ments are being made to care for all who come.
We hope to see a g-ood turnout, and an interest
manifested in both the Ministerial and District
Meetings. May the Lord direct all to our good and
his glory! Geo. L. Studebaker.

Shideter, Ind,, March 37.

The response of one dear old sister is, that she
ries to be happy every day, spiritually. She says
that, from an earthly standpoint, her happiest days
«re found in the midst of her children, when all

'ere still at home, and when the family circle was
nbroken. Some were quite small, others were
early grown up. She says she tried to do the best
he knew, but she sees now where she might have
one better. " She hath done what she could."

Another dear sister, in response, as to what time
in her life embraced her happiest days, says, it was
when her children were all at home, and she had
the blessed privilege of ministering to them, warm-
ing the blankets and tucking them around their
dear little forms, when she put them into their lit-

( le cribs and beds at night. She can still feel the
Pressure of their lips to hers, in giving the good-
"ight kiss, and remembers the warm embrace. She
«n feel the very touch of their little hands
still linger in memory's sweetest corner. They all

Brew up, but some of them are in heaven, with a
nearer and clearer view of the King of Glory.
They are waiting for that reunion of father and
m°'her, brothers and sisters, that will be divinely
sweet.

Then, after this dear mother had tucked her lit-

•ie ones away so tenderly for the night, she would
"main up, until long after midnight, mending or
making little garments, doing all her sewing by
ha «d. There were no labor-saving machines then,
or tired mothers. She says she would like to live I

will c are for the see
" brea d cast upon th

sleep , and what seer

stand approved in his

our beloved Fraternity

soulsaving, which is n

at eas

Qui experience is so

oldec lored man whom
as we passed his house

up, and, O, Lord, sc

doubt we all realize th

viney mi. Sometimes
and h 'ar from others, i

:d that It

ight. May God fully arousi

ity to the great importance 01

t a work in which we can bt

icwhat like that of a pooi

ve chanced to hear praying,
" O, Lord, sometimes I am

vhen we are low spirit

take courage and go

J. P. Hai

From the Maquoketa Church, Iowa.

I went to Lost Nation, in the bounds of the

bove-named church, Wednesday, March 10, where
met Bro. J. E. Keller, of Tipton. Bro. Keller is

keeping up monthly appointments at Lost Nation,

under directions of the District Mission Board.
I continued the meetings from Wednesday to

Sunday evening. Bro. Keller held meetings pre-

is to that time, from Sunday, the seventh,

till Wednesday. The interest during the meetings

was good, but, owing to the inclemency of the

.veather and bad roads, the congregations were
:mall part of the time. This point, like a good
many others, is suffering for want of a located min-

ster, to take charge of the work, and keep up ap-

pointments in different parts of the district. I

ipent Monday with Eld. Joshua Shultz, of Elwood.
He has passed his eightieth mile-stone of life, but is

still strong in the faith. "He would gladly go out

and preach, and keep up regular appointments,

were he able to do so. The people of Lost Nation
are very kind, and seem to have a warm feeling for

the Brethren. Chas. M. Ykaboot.
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. March ly.

From Sweden.

Some months ago Bro. O. P. Olihn sold hi;

house at this place, and. instead, bought a farm
some thirty or thirty-five miles south of here
Ma/ch 3 was the time for him to move away,
the members of the church felt sorry to see

take this step. Ten years ago he came here

All

; the first tr

iching

: belli Hi place

John Ols

The first

>ne by Br

a little time a band of true believers—

n

the Brethren church,—was found here.

Feb. 27 we had a love feast togethe

members were gathered around the table

Lord. Truly it was a feast of love to the Lord and
to one another. Sunday, Feb. 28, Bro. O. V. Olihn
gave his farewell sermon to a full house.

March 2 the members assembled in council, hav-

ing Eld. Olihn with us for the last time. Before
the council a young man, Charles John Nyberg,
aged 16, united with the church by baptism.

Nyberg is one o

In his boyhood 1

Fifteen

: of the

our first Sunday school scholars.

le was a faithful scholar. As of-

as any one asked him, how he came to give his

rt to Jesus, he answered: "It was through the

iday school." May God bless our Sunday
doI, that many may come to Jesusl At pres-

we have a nice little Sunday school,— attended
by between fifty and sixty children each Sunday.

At the council the members chose a committee
to arrange the work at this and surrounding places,

ially to take care of our little church, which
work Bro. O. P. Olihn had had before. Bro. Nils

is chosen as foreman, Bro. Martin Pers-

id the undersigned as secretary,

April 17 Bro. Olihn promised to come to us and

hold a meeting before going to Wanneberga, to the

District Meeting, which is to be held there this

year. Brethren A. Anderson and H. Olsson have

also promised to visit us and help in the work.

J. M. Risberg.

Kje/Ungt, Su/tden, Ik
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Notes x from x our x Correspondents.

KANSAS.

Ozawkie.—This church has again been made

ejoice over one more dear young sister uniting \

he people of God. Bro. Ja

Kans.,

ob Witmore, of Mc-

irch 22, and preached

each evening until the 27th. The labors of our

dear brother were highly appreciated.—H. L Bram-

mcll, March 2J,

Fort Scott. — Our quarterly

March 10. Eld. J. H Neher pre

ble business came before the m
cided to retain the old board (

and elect one to fill a vacancy.

council was held

esided. Co nsidera-

leeting. It was de-

of church trustees,

Sister Susi Hack-

Hro. John Nemer
He nd hi!was chosen to the office of di

wife were duly installed. Our elder, J. H. Neher,

is holding an interesting series of meetings. Six

have been baptized, while others are almost per-

suaded.—Mary E. Tisdale, March 2t).

Clay Centre.— Kid. C. C. Root came to us March

5, and stayed till the 24th. He labored hard for

the Master's cause. The attendance was small and

the weather bad. The place of preaching being on

the outskirts of the city with n 3 sidewal to the

place of m eting, many did not attend who other-

wise would This is a wicked city. Th are a

few faithfu ones lerc, and the Lord or 'y knows

why they ire left here without a sheph rd The

nearest miri istcr to usliv es twen y-five mi es away

Wc have meeting once a month, and soma -.

even then the appointment is neglected. We
had no preaching from the time Eld Root was here

until he came back the last time. He then had to

commence to build up an interest again, which he did

with much zeal. I hope and pray that the Mission

Board will not neglect as.—M S. Lake, March

2(1.

Fort Scott.—Our Sunday school Superintendent,

Bro. Tisdale, is using every effort to make the Sun-

day school interesting and profitable. Some weeks

ago one of our teachers, Bro. Garber, asked his

Sunday school class of young ladies to look up all

the commandments, which they thought were es-

sential to their soul's salvation, and to make a

statement at the Young People's Prayer Meeting.

It proved to be very instructive and interesting.

As a result, two young ladies united with the

church. Bro. J, H. Neher then took up the work

and did some able preaching. He closed his series

of meetings last evening. He entreated the Chris-

tians to be faithful unto death, and warned the sin-

ner to flee the wrath to come. Fourteen precious

souls were added to the church. The saints were

greatly encouraged, and many were almost per-

suaded to become Christians.—Susit Hackclt, March

29.

INDIANA.

Elkhart Valley. — We met in regular council

arch 27, at the Brick church. The meeting trans-

ted quite an amount of business, Bro. A. H. Puter-

baugh presiding. We intend to hold a series of

meetings, commencing April 1. Bro. Peter Stuck-

man, of Nappanee, Ind , will conduct the meetings.

—Josephus Wallace, Goshen, Ind., March 2g.

Syracuse.—We met in quarterly council March 7.

Bro. Daniel Shively was granted a lettter. He ex-

pects to locate at Goshen, Ind. Other letters were

also granted. Bro. Henry Wertsler was chosen as

our elder. He will also represent us at Annual Con-

ference. Bro. George Zollers, of South Bend, Ind.,

just closed a series of meetings, with one addition

by baptism. Bro. Hiram Forney's health is grow-

ing somewhat better, but he is not able to attend

services.—L, A. Ncff, March 16.

Buck Creek.—The members here met in regular

quarterly council March 27. Brethren L. W. Tee-

ter and L. Kinsey, of the Nettle Creek church, met

with us and gave us some good exhortations. Bro.

Teeter will be with us over Sunday. We expect

Bro. Teeter to conduct a series of meetings for us

this fall. Bro. D H. Replogle was chosen delegate

to Annual Meeting, and Bro. Lewis Teeter to Dis-

trict Meeting. We decided to have a Communion

April 17, at 4 P. M— /. B. Wike, Mooreland, Ind.,

March 27.

Upper Fall Creek.—Our council-meeting was

held last Saturday. Bro. Henry Fadely and Eld

David Hoover are our delegates to District Meet-

ing, and Bro. Hoover to the Annual Meeting. Our

love feast occurs June 18, beginning at four o'clock

in the evening. A Sunday school was organized at

Bethel, on Sunday, in the afternoon, and a Bible

class meets each Wednesday night. Bro. Hoover

preached on Sunday, at the Upper Fall Creek

church. — Florida J E. Green, Midd'elown, Ind.

March 2i).

Williamsport.—We closed our series of meetings

Feb. 22. Two were received by baptism and sever-

Walton.—Our quarterly cou

6, at Newton, Kans. Our elde

present; also Eld. Wm. Johns

Jacob Witmore, of McPhersc

Brown, of Navarre, Kans. T\

instated. Bro. L. Andes was a

ond degree of the ministry.

cil was held Ma
, A. M. Dickey, i

n, of Wichita, F

i, and Eld. C.

d deacons were

vanced to the s

istored. neetings

day School Song Book. This church has lost three

of her members by death and one by letter since

our last council.

—

M.J. Bosserman, Williams Centre

Ohio, March jr.

Silver Creek.—The me
terly council March 20.

chosen Moderator. He i:

Meeting, and Bro. Georg>

to Annual Meeting. We

bers here met in quar-

0. Eli Rittenhouse was
Dur delegate to District

Mahler is our delegate

:pect to hold our Com-
12, to begin at 10 A, M. The

i meeting prioi

:ontemplates

, the Co
:ill

very im pressivc, as well a ctive, and. wc
trust, a benefit to he church. Th ere is indeed

much \ ork in the Newto 1 church and erritory

and the laborers ar few. At the ounci all the

work passed off har noniously. The little band of

members at Walton about fifteen n nun-iber, are

zealous n the work. We h vt- one deaco 1, but no

minister and no org nizatio 1; but we have a good
evergre n Sunday school, and preac hing occasion

ally. B ro. C. 11. B own, Navarr with u<

Feb. 23, and preached every evening until March 7.

Bro. Brown preached in the Presbyterian church in

town, giving us some excellent sermons on trine im-

mersion, the Lord's Supper, feet-washing and the

salutation. We had good attendance at alt the

meetings and full houses. We trust that much good
has been accomplished for the future.—D. Shomber,

March
3f.

Wooster.—The m
ized their Sunday
W. H. Gerber was

Kunkle, Ohio. Let me know in

see that you have a way to th

Throne, Pioneer, Ohio, March 28.

Palestine Church.—We met in

to-day. Eld. Henry Frantz was w
Tobias Kreider. They gave us mi

We received three by letter 1

ters. We elected our delegat

nual Meeting. We ah

Sunday schools in the

mon. Any
1 come to

and I will

rch.—A. A,

quarterly council

th also Eld.

11 attended,

day school. By
request of the Mission Board of Southern Indiana,

the minister in charge is to superintend the first

quarter, assisted by Bro. John Hileman. We use

the Brethren's literature and Song Book. Our
school is gaining in numbers and interest. We
meet once each week at private homes, for Scrip-

ture study, which is enjoyed by all,—D. M. Brubdker,

March 2Q

Fort Wayne.—We nut in quarterly council on

the evening of March 20, with Bro. Daniel Snell

presiding. This was the first council in this church,

Bro. Jacob Ahner was chosen delegate to the Dis-

trict Meeting of Middle Indiana, after which Bro.

Snell continued the services for the evening; also

Sunday forenoon and evening. The three sermons

were ably delivered, with a deep interest, and good

attendance. Our mission Sunday school is increas-

ing in number each Sunday, with a deep interest.

All Brethren are heartily invited to stop with us, as

they pass this way, the ministry especially.

—

A. M.
Ehy, jjj Broadivay,

OHIO.

lembcrs of this church reorgan-

ol to-day, March 28. Bro,

cted Superintendent. The
officers are all members of the church, and the

school looks promising for the summer's work that

is before us. We use all the Brethren's literature,

which, besides the Bible, we find a great help.—Ma-
ria Runkle, Wcilcrsville, Ohio, March 28.

Lick Creek.—This church held her quarterly

council March 20. Everything passed off pleasant-

ly. The church sends .Bro. G. W. Sellers as dele-

gate to District Meeting, but sends no delegate to

Annual Meeting. We decided to have a love feast

May 22, beginning at $ P.M. Our Sunday School

was organized on Sunday, March 28. Sister Caro-

line Brown was elected Superintendent. The
school will use the Brethren's literature and Sun-

much good counsel.

i granted four let-

to District and An-
lecided to reorganize our

ir future,—two in number,

Our love feast will occur May 22, at 2 P. M. Min-

isters contemplating going east about that time,

will please take note of this, and be with us if they

can. The writer was chosen as correspondent from

this place.

—

Daniel Bailsman, Baker, Ohio, March 25,

Salem Church.—We commenced a series of meet-

ings at Union, a home missionary point, in the

Sheets Hall, March 14, and closed last night with a

crowded house, and many outside who could not be

admitted for want of room. The order and atten-

tion throughout the meetings were excellent, and a

great interest was taken by the people in general,

in and around town. They expressed a desire for

the meetings to continue. During the meetings we

distributed several hundred tracts, which were anx-

iously received. The demand among the citizens is

still, " Build a church in town, and we will assist in

the work." Our Sunday school, at our Georgetown

house, was organized on last Sunday afternoon.

—

/esse K. Brumbaugh, Union, Ohio, March 2Q.

PENNSYLVANIA.

Duncansville.—The series of meetings, held in

the Carson Valley house, closed with six additions

to the church by baptism, and prospects for more

in the near future. The meetings were conducted

by the home ministry, with good interest, consider-

ing the inclemency of the weather,

—

D, S. Replogle,

McKee's Ga/>, Pa., March 31.

Spring Run.—This church met in council March

27. One was received by letter, and three letters

were granted. Bro. M. C. Swigart was chosen as

delegate to District Meeting. Our love feast will

be May 18 and 19, at 4 P. M., at the Pine Glen

churchhouse. The church decided to hold a series

of meetings the week prior to the love feast.— 0.

M. Dunmire, McVeytown, Pa., March 29,

Antietam Church.— Bro. Silas Hoover has just

closed a series of meetings at this place, which

were very interesting, instructive and profitable.

Many more were made to realize that life is not

life, unless lived for our Savior. Twenty-six were

received into the church by baptism. Two we'C

reclaimed and three received by letter, while others

were made to think upon their condition. Our

love feast will be May 15 and 16.—H. M. Stover,

Waynesboro, Pa., March 2j,

Johnstown.—The church at this place met in the

Walnut Grove meetinghouse in quarterly council.

March 25. Eld. David Hilderbrand officiated.

The business was transacted with the best of feel-

ing, and, we trust, to the honor and glory of God.

We elected brethren Abram Fyock and Silas

Blough as delegates to DistrictJVIeeting, and breth-

ren David Hilderband and J. F. Deitz to Annual

Meeting. We decided to hold our Communio"

meeting May 16. Our special council will be held

May 6.

—

E. F. Clark, March 27,

CALIFORNIA.
Covina Church.—On account of District Meeting

we held the quarterly council earlier than usual, s

as to elect the officers, etc, We also decided to
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hold a Communion meeting at the Glendora meet-
inghouse, April 10, beginning at 2 P. M.—Hettie A.
Funk, Glendora, Cal., March 28.

District Meeting.—Our Ministerial Meeting was
held March 24; District Meeting March 25. Both
meetings were full of high soul-food, replete with
grace and the spirit of excellence. We had a large

attendance. All topics were ably considered, and
great advance was made in brotherly love and
union of hearts. By not a few these meetings are

regarded as the best in spirit and good-cheer, ever
held in California. Brethren I, D. Parker, C. S.

Holsinger and Samuel Lehman were with us. One
petition goes to Annual Meeting. We wish the

meetings could have continued longer, for we en-

joyed the rich food.—M. M. Eshelman, Los Angeles,

Cat., March 27.

Lordsburg.—The members of the Lordsburg
church met in regular council March 22, with Eld.

J.
S. Mohler presiding. The church was well repre-

sented. Brethren B. F. Masterson and E. A. Miller

were chosen as delegates to District Meeting. Bro.

E. A. Miller was chosen as delegate to Annual
Meeting Bro. Kemp was elected as Sunday school

Superintendent. Our love feast was appointed for

May 15.—/. C. Whitmer.

OKLAHOMA TERRITORY.
Big Creek.—The members of this church are

made to rejoice, in that the Lord has blessed us, so

that we were able to erect a house of worship to h s

name. Eld. Jacob Appleman, of Clarkson, Okla. T„
preached the dedicatory sermon March I, to a large

congregation. We also met in quarterly council

March 20. We reorganized our Sunday school and
elected Sister Tillie Holderead as Superintendent.

We also decided to hold two love feasts each
year,—the first to be held May 8, commencing at 2

F, M. At this council twelve members were re-

ceived by letter, making, in all, seventy members in

this congregation. With this number of workers
we feel we ought to do a good work for the Mas-
ter.

—

Mariah Edgecomb, Oklahoma Territory, March 27.

Mount Hope.—This church lately met in quarter-

ly council, presided over by Eld. J. O. Brubaker.

Eld. Jacob Appleman was also present and assisted

in the work. One was restored to fellowship. Two
letters were granted. The evergreen Sunday school

was reorganized, with Bro. J, H. Brubaker, Superin-

tendent. On Sunday, March 28, Eld. Appleman,
after Sunday school, preached one of his soul-

cheering sermons. The dark clouds that seemed to

overshadow us are fast disappearing, and a bright

future is anticipated. Two were added to the com-
mittee on solicitation, who shall constitute our

building committee, as we expect to build a new
house of worship this fall, if means can be had.

The Good Lord is remembering us with refreshing

rains, and everything seems favorable for a good
crop this season.—/. A. Landis, Acton, Okla. T,
March 29.

ILLINOIS.

Naperville Church.—The members here met in

council March 27. The business passed off pleas-

antly. Although our flock is small, we were made
to feel that the Lord is with us. Bro. Levi Netzley
was elected as delegate to District Meeting. Our
Sunday school will be organized April 4.—Sarah
Barkdoll, Naperville, III., March 19.

Silver Creek. — This church met in quarterly

council April 3. The report of the visiting breth-

ren showed that the church is in union, and that

there is a strong disposition to work for a closer

adherence to Gospel principles. The choice for

delegates resulted as follows: To Annual Meeting,
D. L. Miller; to District Meeting, Galen B. Royer,
S. M. Eshelman.—L. A. Plate, Mt. Morris, III., April

3.

MISSOURI.
Notice.—The District Meeting of Middle Mis-

souri will convene on Thursday, April 29. Minis-
terial Meeting will be held on Wednesday before.

Elders of the District will meet on Tuesday, at

"con, to attend to such matters as pertain to their
w°rk in the District.—E. E.John, Leeton, Mo., March
*7> [No place mentioned in the notice.

—

Ed.]
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Mound City.—The Brethren met in quarterly
council at the Bethel church, Mo., March 27,
Much business was disposed of in a Christian man-
ner. We were made to rejoice when one, that had
wandered away from the fold, returned. There
were four letters granted. We decided to have a
love feast May 29, beginning at 2 1'. M.—Sarah
Haines, March 2S.

IOWA.
Pleasant View.— Our quarterly council was held

March 20. All business was disposed of pleasantly.
One letter was granted. Our love feast will occur
May 22 and 23. The church decided that the Sun-
day school should continue during the present year
without reorganizing.—Nanny Baer, Tipton, Iowa,
March 29.

Sheldon.—On Saturday, March 6, Bro. H. F.
Maust, of Plymouth County, came to us and re-

mained over Sunday, preaching three interesting
sermons. We expect him to be with us again, over
next Sunday. Yesterday our Sunday school was
reorganized, with Bro. N. R, McKinnie, Superin-
tendent. We have kept up our school all winter,
thereby being enabled to study the very interesting
lessons of the quarter. We had three preaching
services at Primghar over last Sunday. The Sun-
day school at that point being suspended for the
winter, was reorganized yesterday, with Bro. David
Moothart, Superintendent. Thfy decided to again
use the Brethren's literature, being well satisfied

with it last year. Last Tuesday I returned from a
pleasant visit in the Pleasant Prairie church, which
is under the supervision of Bro. David Miller, i

had the privilege of meeting with them in preach
ing services lour times, and was very much pleased
with the interest manifested in the Lord's cause.—
P. B. Fitzwater, March 29.

VIRGINIA.

Bridgewater.—Last night Bro. A, Hutchison, of

McPherson, Kins., preached the last of a short se-

ries of eleven sermons, all at the College Chapel ex-

cept one. These sermons contained not only the

"sincere milk of the Word," but also " strong food."

Bro. Hutchison's method of teaching is impressive

and thorough. He finds no non-essentials in th
Bible, but, by the Word, successfully overthrow
the position of those who do. At the close of th

meetings two precious souls expressed a readines

to denounce the pernicious ways of sin, and to let

the golden rays of the Sun of Righteousness shine

into their souls, to be a lamp to their feet. Others
are pondering seriously upon their relation to

God.—/no. G. Miller, March 29.

Botetourt Church.—We held our council at the

Valley meetinghouse to-day. There was a large at-

tendance of members, and a great deal of business

was pleasantly disposed of, Five letters of mem-
bership were granted,— four of our members are go-

ing to North Dakota. We regret very much to

give them up. It was made known to the church
that Sister Denton, who died a short time ago,

willed S300 to the Botetourt church,—one-half of

the interest to be used to assist our poor members,
and the other half to go to the General Mission

Board. What an example to us all! Bro. T. C.

Denton and another brother were sent as delegates

to District Meeting; brethren S. Crumpacker and
T. C. Denton to Annual Meeting. Our aged elder,

B. F. Moomaw, preached an excellent sermon on

Sunday, on the subject of " Faith." He is over

eighty years of age, but quite active.—5. L. Shaver,

Troulville, Va,, March 27.

ARKANSAS.
The Prairie Longue church met in council March

13, with Bro. Henry Brubaker, of Knoxville, our

elder, as Moderator. Everything was disposed of

in the spirit of love. The members decided to

hold a love feast May 15. Bro. Brubaker preached

three sermons while with us, which were appreciat-

ed very much by all. Our meetings are well at-

tended and the interest is good. We are in need of

more consecrated workers. There is a great work

to do. Who will do it?—Chas. E. Delp, Carlisle,

Ark., March 25.

NEBRASKA.
Weeping Water.—This church met for quarterly

council March 25, with Eld. J. Y. Heckler presid-
ing. One sister (wife of Bro. Martin Hamel, a dca-
con) was received by letter, after which she was re-
ceived in her official position. At this meeting we
reorganized our Sunday school, with Bro. J. C.
Horsh re-elected .is Superintendent. Our Superin-
tendent and Assistant are authorized to choose the
teachers for all the classes. Solicitors were chosen
to solicit funds for the Kearney Mission. Olher
funds were also remembered. We decided to hold
our love feast May 15, beginning at 5 P. M. We
have preaching in the church every Sunday, from
this time on. Our Bible class meets each Sunday
evening. There are, at present, two applicants for
baptism in the Weeping Water church; both live at
Gretna, Nebr —/. I. Snavely, Alvo, Ncbr., March 29.

MICHIGAN.
Little Traverse Church.— Bro. J. M. Lair, of

Custer, Mason County, Mich., commenced a series
of meetings here March 13, and continued until

March 24, preaching, in all, thirteen soul-cheering
sermons. Last night, after the meeting closed, one
made application to be received inlo the church,
and was baptized the same night. Bro. Lair then
went about forty miles south, to hold a few meet-
ings on the outskirts of this church.—/. R. Stutsman,
Harbor Springs, Miih., March 28.

IDAHO.

Nez Perce.— After an absence in Iowa, of nearly
three months, from our home here, I am glad to

note my safe return with a number of old friends and
neighbors,—people who have come to secure homes
in this favored clime. We are glad to say that the
outlook for a prosperous church at this place is

quite encouraging, and we wish that more of our
Brethren would display the missionary spirit. Offi-

cials and laity alike may help in the good work.

—

Geo. W. Thomas, March 24

TEXAS.

Decatur.—Bro. J. F. Neher, of Saginaw, preaches

for us once a month. He is an able minister, and
does not shun to preach the truth in its purity. By
his efforts several are reading the GOSPEL Messen-
ger. All say it is a good paper. We would be

glad to have members, coming to Texas, visit Wise
County,

—

Louisa Kidwell, March 29.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.
Washington— Kid. J. C. Lahman and wife will

be with us over Easter. Bro. Lahman will preach

for us on Sunday morning, and give a talk on Bible

Lands on Sunday evening. We extend an invita-

tion to these services. We should be pleased to

have many of our dear brethren and sisters with

ms.—Albert Hollinger, April I.

District Meeting Railroad Arrangements.

Northwestern Ohio District Meeting Special Notice.

We have succeeded in securing a reduced rate, of one and

one-third fare for round trip, to our District Meeting, over llic

big Four and Ohio Southern railroads. Tickets will be on

sale April 14 and IS, between Shelby Junction and Versailles

on the Indianapolis Division (Big Four), and between Clyde

and Springfield on the Sandusky- Division (Big Four), and

from all points on the Ohio Southern, to Lima, and Ohio

Northern, from Lima north. Parties should ask for tickets to

District Conference of German Baptist church.

Those coming from the west over the Big Four will be met

at Degraff, and those from the north, south and east will be

met at Bellefontaine, on Wednesday evening, Thursday morn-

ing and evening. No trains will be met on Friday morning

at either station. Those coming -,'ia Ohio Southern R. R. will

change cars at Quincy, (or Degraff. Time of arrival of trains

at Bellefontaine, from the North, 9: 36 A. M-, I: 25 P. M„ 6: 00

P. M.; from the South, 10: 25 A. M„ 12: 12 P. M,, 6: 25 P. M.;

Irom the East, 7: 18 A. M., 12: 45 P- M..S: 55 P. M. Trains

arrive at Degraff from the West as follows: 8: 06 A. M., 3: 34

P. M. District Meeting will convene at 9 A. M., Friday morn-

ing. Missionary meeting will be on Thursday at I P. M. A
good meeting is anticipated. Remember that, to get advan-

tage of: the reduced fare, you must come on Wednesday or

Thursday, and also bear in mind that no trains will be met on

Friday. Tickets good, returning, until April 19.

John R. Snyder,
Bellejontaine, Ohio, March 26.



'X'-fciB QOSPEL JMESSEnSTC3-_BJJ=c

Er.o. D. B. Ein i< d i ei h u

the best point 10 reach the coming District

Meeting .it Yellow Creek, I have, ai his re-

quest, written foi rates, ind secured a round-

trip rale oi oni and om third fai :i the

Illinois Central Railway, fro ton, Polo,

Haldane, Fon ton, 1 i ind sui b othi i

Intermediate point a may bi desired, Tick-

ets Rood, going May 11 and is, limited to re-

turn until May 13, These rates being given in

anticipalioti of a fair attendance, wc trusl

many will avail themselves ol thi opj

to attend the meeting, L, A, I'i.a

Ml. Morris. 111.

MINISTERIAL PROGRAMS.

Southern District of Indhna.

lirclh

-» OUR x BOOK x TABLED

Dn. Louis Albert Banks' latest book
" Hero Tales from Sacred Story," is a singular

iy happy comblm n oi thesi two populai

and valuable qualities, The book consis

a series of eighteen reiuM liiblc t.il. ::., I'li'into

pictures nf tin. si nulili .md inspiring deeds

and lives of the Sacred Writ, (rum the time

I I' ml. i- m I, toi v

.ell..

with n at tai beyond thai ol a

tale "i modern life, vV< have heard and read

and thought about the subjects, ol these stones
" from our youth upward," yes, even rrom oui

mi in. , lli.y are among the noblest char-

acters of which mankind has any record, and
they now live again before us in a new and
lasi inating setting. Moreover, 1 lr. Banks
draws a lesson from -racli of the Characters,

I '" SI >S are delightful little SCI nettCS, so

entertainingly pm thai they 1 annot fail to at-

tract and hold the atteutlorj ol youthful readers,

Among the most effective of the tales, each
of winch fills .1 chapter, are:

The Sword captured from the Giant; the

Story of David and Goliath,

A Marlfrfor the Archers; Joseph the Target
i.m 1,1.1 and [*

1

hi..,,

The Heroine >I .1 v. om .,.
. lv... -, \\ ,

ijng;
the Story ol I ydia's I onvi 1 iion and its Results,

Thi kmii.mi,. Story ol Inesimus; how he
Sinned, Journeyed to Paul, and found hisGod.
The Story of Peter's Shadow; bow Peter,

after Suffering Bitter Grief, Healed LheSlck.
Sandals foi a i

1 laughter; Dr, the Re-
lation of the Beauty ..l Body and Beauty oj

The printing is good, and the binding real

tasty; gilt top, rough edges, 295 pages, and
number of fine half-tones. Price, $1.50. Funk
& Wagnalls, Publishers, New York,

I*hb follow ing is the program of 11

n's Ministerial Meeting, for the Soothen
istricl ol Indiana, to be held in the Mississin

va church, Delaware I .... Ind„ A| „ [897

Committee; L W Inkli blci k, Fore n; G. 1.

Studeh .i.m, 1 . \V. Teeter, Wm, Burt h tm, fas

L. Hazletl, Sc

"What Should be the Deportment of a Min
isler ili.n In, Work may he more Effective?'

by D. F. Hoover, followed by W. K. Harsh
barge r. Genera! discussion.

"111. Object of Non-conformity," by L. W
Teeter, followed by D. C, Campbell, General
lis, 11s ion,

" What is the Sisters' Work in the Church?"
by 1. J. Howard, followed by Henry L. Fadely,

"Length of Sermons," by L. Wjnklebteck,
followed by J. I". Neher. General discussion.

"Min
F. Spit

eral discussion.

"What is the Real Objeci ol Reli [ioub !

ing?" by A. C. Young, followed by Gei
Studebaker. Closing exercises.

Meeting the oext day.

GkO, L, '-lip', BAK 1

MATRIMONIAL

-

FIKE-LICHTY.-Al the

In the Sugar Creek church, Ob
Burger), wi

1 Ihio, aged So

th and to" d tj i rhe subject '

this notice m .
1. ,1, in H ilmi 1

' ounty, I >hi

March ' .. [816. 5 te was the mother of li

children, of whom six have preceded her

p/orli

Baptist Brethren

a faithful and , 1

death. Funeral d

Hied wnli ihc German
[866, and

: by the

Rk

LAPPIN.-In the Tuscarawas church, Ohio,

Dec. .,. ,:;.,'., Sarah Ann (Hammond) I appin,

daughtei ol fames and Elizabeth Hammond,
aged 77 years, 1 1 months and 29 days. She
was married to Finley Lappin, March 27, 1S49.

She was the mother of three children, two of

whom survive her. Funeral sermon by the
writer. Reuiien Shkuyek.

ROSS.— In the Danville church, Knox Co.,

Ohio, March 11, 1897, Sister Mary Ross, aged

S3 years, 5 months and 23 days. Her husband,
Joseph Ross, preceded her to the spirit world
about ten years ago. Deceased united with
the Brethren church in 1865 and lived an ex-

plary life until her death. She was the
mother of three sons. Funeral services by the

:r, from Re'

QUI! Leckronb.

R ITCH V.— In the Hopewell congregation,
Bedford Co, Pa., March 20. 1897, Mary Ann
Ritchy, aged 24 years, 11 months and 15 days.
She leaves a husband and four little children.

Funeral services by brethren J. K. Bowser and
D. A. Stayer, from John 14: 2.

Katie Stayer.

JOHNSON. -At his home, in Toddville,

inn Co., Iowa, March 15, 1897, Andrew Gus-
Johnson, aged 50 years, 8 months and 20

days. He
he ha

.-.fe, s

esided, having

els on Oct. 5,

children, who,

April, 1869,

itfa :

FIKJ;.— in the Belleville church, Kaui
March I?. 1897, of pneumonia, Mabel Violet

little daughter of Bro. M, and Sister Nettie

Fike, aged 1 year, 1 month and 12 days,

neral services by the writer. J. /. GlLBER

LERMAN.— In the bounds of the Stony
Creek church, Hamilton Co., Ind., March :

1897, Mary A. Lerman, daughter of Benjam
and Sarah Ford, aged 76 years, I month am
days. Deceased was united in marriage

Peter B. Lerman March 31, 1S42, To this

union were born four sons and four daughte
Two sons, two daughters and her husband
preceded her to the better land. Funeral
services by the writer. John S. McCartv

BRUMBAUGH.—In the Marticsburg ci

gregation, Blair Co., Pa., Robert Leslie Bru
baugh, infant son of Bro. Moses and Florei

Brumbaugh, aged 4 months and 26 days. I

neral services conducted by Eld. G. W. Brum-
baugh, from John 5: 24-29; Matt. 18: 1-3.

J. G. Mock.

BYRKET.—At her home in Sheridan, Ind.,

in the bounds of the Arcadia church, of la

griPPe and stomach trouble, March 18,

Sister Mary Byrket, aged 57 years, 4 mi
and 19 days. She leaves a companion
four children. The funeral was preached in

the M. E, churchhouse, in Sheridan, by the

r, assisted by Bro. G. W. Bowser, from

r. 5: 1. She was' buried in the Arcadia

cemetery, March 18. Elias S.meltzer.

CASSADY.-Athis home, near Greenland,
W. Va., William Cassady, aged 75 years,

iths and 16 days. He ate a hearty din-

md conversed pleasantly a short timi

then went away from the house to attend l

me small duty on the farm. Failing 1

me in, as usual, in the evening, he we
ught for, and found at the barn, in the cu

mg-r ly.ng agait the una-

ble G. Licht of Bla

Manual, by

pages;
1

,

"Christian Citizbnnhip,"
Carlos Marlyn, 1 imo„ 1 loth, 1

75 cents. New Yorl

Funk & Wagnalls ( ompanj

.

Christian Citizenship is a term which rep
scnts one of the latest and most hopeful mo-
ments ol the tinus. In this effort for a better
citizenship is the foundai of healthy moral,
social, and political 1 Iltions. It is practical,
working religion in its mo 1 v. I, ...

It is the source nf brotherly love, of enterprise.

patriotism and happiness. This compact and
valuable luilc volume,) Dr. Martyn's is to be
welcomed all the more gladly, because there
is such an unfortunate dearth of literature on
the subject. This book, indeed, is the first

and only one of its kind, [t deals with the

°«p, vital 1 sues, wbl< h n us to-dayas
i people and as a nation. Not a woid is wast-
ed; light to tht
point. It ] S surprisingly cnmprebi
lightfully original. An elaborate di;

not undertaken, for that would
whole library, hut a clear and complete outline
is furnished of the tremendous issues which
confront civilization, and vigorous, philosophic
remedial ageucies are suggested. Thus, as
both indicator and solver of burning questions,
it will be an immense labor-saver to busy
minds that have neither time nor facilities for
consulting a library of special works. The
book cannot fail to have the large circulation

Ex PR tides
ccrning the "President at his Desk. 1

' and
" The Social Life of the President," in the L*-
dhf Horn* Journal, arc giving most excellent
satisfaction to thousands of readers. The for-
mer is especially line. Probably the most in-

J. H. Fike,

CABLE-GNAGEV.-At the residence of
the groom, Calvin, Iowa, March 18, 1S97, by
the undersigned, Bio. John H. Cable and Sister
Ida C. Gnagey, ol Somersel County, Pa.

J.H.FtKB.

STOl I
i- I' R-CONRAD.-By ihe under-

signed, at his residence, in Lincoln Township,
Ogle Co., 111., March 18, 1897, Mr. Bert V.
Stoufterand Miss Nellie J. Conrad, all of Ogle
County. M.S. Newcomer.

FALLEN * ASLEEP .

.

MILLER—At Martinsburg, W. Va., March
22, 1S97, i.t measles and pneumonia, Wily
Laker Miller, only cjiild of Bro C. L. and Sis-

ter Mary Miller, aged 1 year and 3 months.
Little Wily'w/as a bright little boy, and loved
by all who knew him, Funeral services at the
house, by Eld. U, F. Stouffer. Interment at

the Vanclevesville meetinghouse, on Tuesday.

J. 0. BUTERBAUGH,

TRESNER.—In the Round Mountain con-
gregation, Washington Co,, Ark., Feb. 16, 1897.
Bro. Philip Tr

jrated

Deceased v

India

,
aged 79 years, 9 1

shorn in Ke
thence to Missouri,

- to Kansas, and thence here. He leaves
>w, with whom he lived fifty-nine years;
>me children. He was a member of the
a sixteen years, and a deacon lifteen

He was highly respected by all who
him. He was found dead in the barn,
rnably from paralysis. Funeral discourse

by the writer, from John 11: 25, 26.

Samuel Wkimbr.

HENLINE.—In the bounds of the Tuscara-
was church, Ohio, March 19, 1S97, Mary Hen-
Ime, aged ^3 years, 2 months and 29 days.
The subject of this notice was born in Berks
County, Pa., in 1804. She moved to Stark
County, Ohio, in 1815. She lived on the farm
then selected, until her death. Her husband
preceded her 10 the spirit world forty-eight
years ago. She was the mother of five chil-
dren, three of whom are living. She was a
great sufferer. She was bedfast for twenty-

years, but bore her sufferings with great
patience. Funeral discourse by the writer.

Rbuhbn Shroyek.

ducted by Eld. T. G. Snyder and L, D. Bosi

man, from Job 14: 14- Anna F, Bossbrma;

BISHOP.—In the Lower Cumberland c

gregation, Mechanicsburg, Pa., March 15, ti

Bro Samuel Bishop, aged 63 years, 2 mori

and 23 days. About ten days before his death
he was stricken by paralysis, from which he
did not fully regain his consciousness. Thi
few years which be spent in the church ap
peared to be years of pleasure to him. Hi
was Treasurer of the Sunday school at Me
chanicsburg, and a solicitor of mission fund:

for the church. He leaves a loving wife t<

mourn his sudden departure. Services at bv.

late home, by Eld. Isaac Barto, from Rev. 14

13. Interment at Chestnut Hill cemetery.

H. Beelmak.

gregaBARTMESS.-ln the Rockrun
lion, Elkhart Co., Ind., Feb. 20,

David Bartmess, aged 64 years, 10 months and
3 days. Bro. David was sick only a short
time. He called for the elders and was anoint-

ed. He improved enough Lo resume his work
for a few days, when death came without a

moment's notice. He was a faithful member,
a willing worker and good neighbor. He
leaves a wife and four children. Funeral
services from Psa. 50: 15. by Eld. I. L. Berkey.

R. W. Davenport.

WAGONER.— In the Fairview c

on, Tippecanoe Co., Ind,, March
Iro. Isaac Wagoner, aged 58 years, 5

nd 3 days. He leaves a widow and l

jo

;rega

1 chil-

.- hi;.\L

n Center congrega-

r Mary Ann Skin-

i and 7 days, Her
, and live children

survive her.

in 1884, and

Tim. 4:6,7,8,

SKINNER.—In the Un
:>n, Elkhart Co., Ind., Sis

:r, aged 77 years, S mont
husband, Ephraim Skinn,

pieceded her. Five child

She united with the Ereth

lived a devoted Christian li:

it the brick church, fror

by Alex, Miller and the write

J. R. Miller.

BUTCHER.-Inthe bounds of the Garrison
church, Benton Co., Iowa, of heart failure, Sis-

Nancy Butcher, aged about 83 years. Fu-
neral by the writer. Wm. Long.

WISE.—In the bounds of the Ryerson Sta-
in church, Greene Co., Pa., Jan. 12, 1897,0!

pulmonary trouble of long standing, Eld. Ad-
m Wise, olde'st brother of the writer, aged 87
:ars, it months and 7 days. A more extend-
i notice may be given later. Funeral test,

Tim. 4: 6, 7, 8, John Wise.

dead. He had passed away, apparently,

thout a struggle.

pposed cause of his death. The deceased
was a strong believer in the doctrines of the

Brethren church, and interested in herwelfi
but put off his return|to God. Funeral servi

conducted by Eld. Chas. Franlz, from E
9- T«. M. V. Cassaui

EIKENB£RRY.-In Greene, Butler (

Iowa, March 10, 1897, Benjamin Eikenberry,
aged 85 years, 6 months and 25 days. H
a member of the Brethren church for

years. Funeral services at Greene, by W. H.
Lichty. Text, 2 Pet. 1: 13, 14.

were brought to Waterloo, Iowa, where he had
lived a number of years. By the request of a

number of brethren, a second funeral servict

took place in the South Waterloo church, con
ducted by Eld. S. H. Miller. Text, Psa, 1 [fi

15. He was then laid to rest by the side of

his companion, who died ten years previous,

They reared a family of nine children,—four
daughters and five sons. Six children crossed

the river of death previous to their father.

All are members of the church.

W. H. Lichty.

STUTZMAN.-In the Swan Creek church,
Fulton Co , Ohio, Sister Sarah Stutzman, aged

90 years, 1 month and 28 days. "Grandma,"
as she was commonly called, was born in Som-
erset County, Pa„ Jan. 18, 1807. She came to

Johnstown, Cambria Co., Pa„ when five years

old. In 1870 she, with her husband, moved to

the above County. She was a devoted Chris-

tian mother. Her seat was seldom vacant in

the church. Her husband preceded her to the

spirit world thirteen years. Funeral by Eld

Perry McKimmey, of Michigan. Their union

was blessed with three sons and five daugh-

ters. One son and one daughter preceded hen

Her remains were interred by the side of her

husband, close to our church.

David Bekkeybile.

LEHIGH.-
3. 1897, Emm;

uramert and D. H. Bake:

FIRESTONE. — Near
March 25, 1897, Michael

Harlachei

WEAVER,—Near East Berlin, Pa., Dec. 30,

96, Ida M., wife of Solomon Weaver, age*1



HUGHES.—In Ashland County, Ohio, Feb,

28, 1897, Sister Sarah Ann Hughes, aged 78

years and 4 months. Deceased was born in

Belmont County, Ohio. Oct. 31. 1818. (Hei
maiden name was Lucas.) She was married

to James Hughes Dec. 2$, 1837. To this union

were born two sons and five daughters. She
united with the M. E. church at tbe age of ten

years. She remained in the M. E. church (oi

fifty years, and then united with the Brethreo

Here she lived an humble, devoted. Christian

life till death. She learned to read the Bible

after she united with tbe Brethren at, or about
sixty years of age, She was a good Bible

reader, and, in these last years of her life, rt.it

the New Testament through often. She sC .

lected all the Scripture used at her funeral

Her husband and live daughters preceded her
to the spirit land, Her husband was a native

of Wales, and graduated at Oxford, England,
in divinity and medicine. He emigrated to the

United States 111 1827, and was an ordained or

licensed minister in the M. E. church.

David Snyder.

McCLAIN.—In the Columbia City church,

Whitley Co., Ind., March 19, 1897, Bro. John
McClain, aged 74 years, I month and 8 days.

He was born in Greene County, Ohio, Feb. II,

1823; was married to Mary Ann Fichthorn
April I, 1846. Seven children were born tc

this union, four of whom are still living. Hi!

wife preceded him twenty-three years and tet

days. He had been a member of the Meth-
odist church for forty-two years, but last May
united with the Brethren by baptism, and ba
since been a faithful member. Paralysis wa
the cause of his death. Funeral services 3

his home, by Bro. D. A. Workman, from Joh

5: 25-28, after which his body was laid to re;

L'_fc±.fciJ OOa-ejUJ_ Jid.J±ifc3t5^1iXM LJJli^

Our Publications.

tthei

H. L. Workm

WEIMER.—Near Eglon, W. Va„ March 25,

1897, of pneumonia, Sister Magdalene Weimer,
{net Fike), aged 61 years, 11 months and 8

days. "Aunt Laney"(as she was known by
everybody), wife of friend John Weimer, was
the eighth child of a family of ten children, ol

whom one preceded her to the spirit world

She leaves a large circle of sorrowing relatives,

of whom three brothers, one biother-in-lav.

and eleven nephews are ministers of the Bretb
ren church. One brother and ten nephews are

deacons. She was united in marriage to John
We: bori elevi

children, of whom six preceded her to tbe spi

it world. She was one of our energetic and
wide-awake sisters, and has been almost
life-long member of the church, having be
baptized in 1S51. Funeral occasion improved
by Eld. I. W. Abernathy, from 1 John 3: 1-3,

after which her remains were interred in the

Maple Spring cemetery. E. T. Fike.

LOVE FEASTS.

April 10! a
April 17, a

Sunday School Reward Card*.—Our stock

of cards is large and presents

in styles and prices so as to
1

Please send us a trial order and be

vinced,

B. L. CARTER, Girard, 111.,
*™

Dry Goods, Shoes, Etc.

CAPS a specialty, Sample* seal on application.

tldren at Work—Weekly; well-Mustl*
contains the Sunday school lesson, with

. mation, etc., adapted to the understanding
of small children. No better publication
be found for the little boys and girls of

Sunday schools,

The Gospel Messenger.—A large, religious
weekly,—published m the interest ol the Bretb
ren or German Baptist church and their onh
recognized -hurch organ. Price, $1.50 pe

The Young Disciple.—An illustrated 1

ly for the young. This is oue of the mo
teresting Suuday school papers published, and
should be used in all the schools withiu reach
of our people.

SIdrIo copy, per annum
JO copies to one address, j month*,

Brethren's Family Almanac—Every fam
ily should have this Almanac; complete in ev
ery way. Price, per copy, 10 cents; special

terms to energetic agents,

Brethren's Quarterly—Prepared [or all ad
vanced classes. It contains the lesson text

and a complete explanation of the lessor

throughout. In preparing this quaiterly w<
keep constantly in view the needs of thi

Brotherhood, and aim to fully adapt it to tbeti

. V'i '.'

Juvenile Quarterly.—Prepared especially

for the intermediate classes, This is one of the

neatest, and best illustrated quarterlies pub-

lished. The pictures are selected with grcai

care, and every lesson is illustrated. The little

folks are delighted with it.

Single subscription, 1

Sunday School Supplies.—We keep any
thing that is used in Sunday school work,

Write ns for prices on goods not adver-

tised here.

Other Helps.—We are prepared to furnish

ible Dictionaries, Commentaries, Maps, and

Bibles of every description. Always write us

before ordering elsewhere,

When ordering cards be sure to give num-

ber and price as well as the name, so that there

may be no mistake.

_ 239

Brethren's Sunday School Song Book.

Propured, by r\ Committee from Annan] Oonfoi

Horns Off!

MI11, Otiemlit,

Baltimore City Church.

Classified Minutes of Annual Meeting.

Not all the members of our church bave
that perfect knowledge of our principles, that

is so desirable. Others there are who .ire well

acquainted with the church as it exists, but
who would like to know something Of her past
history, as regards her gradual growth and de-
velopment. In fact, »li who are interested in

the welfare of the church, thai is so deal to .ill

of us, should have access to a complete com-
pilation, such as is found in the "Classified

Minutes of Annual Meeting," with the appen-
dix, containing the Minutes up to the year
1802. We sell this work at only Jti.jo for cloth

binding. Be sure to send for a copy while the

supply is still on hand. Those who have the
old edition of the "Classified Minutes," can
bave the "Appendix" in separate hlndlng for

Barred P. Rocks and White Wyandottcs.

EGG-S
l
'7y
m
Vi'"

'."',,',.,
"'.HMnjJ: a."'w. h*!"

Doctrinal Outlines

rs a book of 77 closely-printed pages that is

others, contai g lines on tbe following:

Historical, Doctrinal, Missionary, Secret Soci-

eties, Homilctics, Revivals, The Sunday School
The Home.

It is highly prized in Smyrna. (Sec page 41

of MESSENOEll.) Order soon, as the number
on hand is limited. Price, paper cover 15

cents; cloth, 25 ctnls, prepaid,

Mt, Morris, III.

Teeter's Commentary

The prices on this popular and

liable Commentary have now been

duced to the following;

Cloth Binding, two volumes, - *4.cx

Half Leather, two volumes, - - 4,51

Half Morocco, two volur

Address: Brethr

nlumes, - - 5.00.

1 I'urtJSKiNG House,
Mt. Morris, HI

f fo- Sfiteial Prices to Agtntt

Windsor
European Hotel,

TRIBUNE BLOCK,

M5 to 153 Dearborn St. S. Gregstbn, Prop.

CHICAGO, ILL.



ITSE! GOSPEL MBSSEH"QE».

* *. ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISTRICT MEETINGS.

., I'nilrln Lonjn'i

BRETHREN COLONIES IN

NORTH DAKOTA

!

ii.il. Mi.- Hruiiiron arc plonaofl wltli North Dftki

uimi in \ r. oopli

r the rendoi ol im ii< !< '• iii\».-hMk»i<' mi

SAL!

fiurope anil I libit- Lands.

I

: lot

the cresting sights pre-

Bcnted lo the observant traveler. Many have
neithei tim( noi means to spend in that direc-

tion, and yet they would like to know some-
thing about the world at large. To such we
ret mmend "

I un pi and Bible Lands."

With those whoan interested in Bible study

this work will always remain a Favorite,

Those who have read the ordinary book of

Havel will l.c surprised to find "Europe and

I [or both old

and young. I 'nose who have HOl yet secured a

cop) "i thi worl should embrace this opportu-
nity ol ii unrig it. Prii e, in fine cloth binding.

only $1.15 per copy, post-paid. To agents who
are prepared to push an active canvass of the

work, wc are willing lo give special induce
men is. Address this office for further particu-

lars.

(yWe call special attention to oar unsur-

passed facilities in procuring for our reader!
any book published, at especially low prices,

In ordering books always give title of book,
aithor and publisher.

FARMING

iliLflNDS
Miclliuan mid

North Dakota.

/mh/ 11 ill n<i< r /„ ,Iii';i[)it than

M -,. h fur null. _.;., tho CHOP PAYMENT

FREE HOMESTEADS

taken nearXeamar
ir..v(,.,i,/.s

a/id Bo
had be

LIGNITE COAL a
";>''

bIm"."
e Soc, Lin

BRETHREN ';,".
,;:;• .;..!:,

"''".'.J,"

OUR ILLUSTRATED LAND PRIMERS

HALF FARES

Victor Headache Specific.

CURES Sif3;::',H;:,r'r :'.,,:,'

3

vflSTtt,?.?

HE.iwp, pile;,:-; ':;;;,.'';;;. >., ;, ,:

STOP «,:'^^u TOBACCO
oljaeco HoWl 1

ELGIN rS

"Wan-ted. I

...Land Deparl nt...

Northern Pacific Railway Co

In Central North Dakota

I Rill: (iovernment Land, Crop Payment
Land, Railroad Land, at $3 to $5 per

Acre, on Ten Years' Time,

Interest, 6 per cent.

Wells, Foster and
...Eddy Counties

irous Public Schools, Healthy Clin-

in, I Water, obtainable at from 18 to j
feet, black-loam Soil with 1 lay Sub-

soil, Railroad Competition.

WM. H. I'HIPPS,

Baptist Church at Carrlngton,

•itli a Nice Churclihouse

Free of Debt.

O. W. MOTT,
1 EmlgriUloa Agent, N. P. K'y Co
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New Brethren Colony,

MOUNT MORRIS,
Morrison County, Minnesota.

,V« Free Lamia but n,.- it,-

Minnesota »/ J.i,„- /•,„

o» Ens// Terms

li-L'tuly locate,!

Eggs for Hatching,

I offer eggs at $1.00 per 13 from stock that,

for laying or beauty, are e<iual to any offered,

atter at what price. Rose & S. C. Brown
Leghorns, Barred and White Plymouth Rocks,

Black Langshans, Light Brahmas, Pekin

Ducks, S. C. \V. Leghorns, Black Minorcas,

Buff Leghorns. Buff Leghorn Eggs, $1,50 per

Send for circular. Address:

W. W. KULP,
Pottstown, Pa.

SEED POTATOES

Nebraska
Are many prosperous Dutiker Breth-

ren, and there is still room for many
more. Nebraska offers excellent oppor-

tunities for farm renters of the East to

j;i-t huiiK-j where i:iiiid land can be had

at a reasonable price, in

and best sneiety.

j? ty settlements of Brethn

PERSIAN TABLOIDSFREE
X will for a short time mail any reader

of the Gospel Messenger one week's
trial treatment of the famous Persian
Tabloids Free ; or 8 weeks' treatment
for only Si.00.

Kidney, Liver, and Stomach
trouble, Rheumatism. Sick Headache,
Impure Blood and a depressed rundown
condition of the Nervous System caused
by overwork and hot weather, immedi-
ately improved and speedily cured- It

is a purely vegetable remedy, working
wonders with old and young in above

diseases. Address,
Dr. E. J. WORST, Ashland, Ohio.
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noney i

ntry is paying out an amazing amount of

rder to keep a number of saloon-keepers
in business. It would be much cheaper to pension
every one of them and then educate their children

and prepare them for something better. It is said

that during the year 1895 the saloon bill of Cleve-

land, Ohio, was over S9,900,000, or nearly ten mil-

lion dollars, and that of the 7,400 arrests made,
6,000 were for drunkenness. Were these saloons

closed up, it would mean the saving of the time

and expense required to arrest and conduct the

trial of 6,000 persons, It would mean nearly ten

million dollars for better purposes, to say nothing
of the hundreds of happy homes, and happy and
better people. But public sentiment is increasing

against the use of intoxicants. The railroads have
no use for men who drink. All public enterprises

: seeking sober men. In fact, the

man has the inside track, and is

certain to keep it, and this movement will go on
until even the Roman Catholic church will be
ashamed to number saloon-keepers among its mem-
ters, We hail the time when there shall be no
more saloons.

I have read a strange bird story in an old Malay
b°ok called "Hikaiat Abdullah." It is one that

«ould do no good to the soul of Samantha Allen
Wd her disciples. The bird is said to be a species
°f the woodpecker, making its home in the dark-
ness of the Malayan jungles. The story says that

"ever more than a pair of these birds is found in

01 importanci

temperate yo

one wood, for which one must be grateful, if the
legend about the male bird be true. When the fe-

male has hatched forth her young ones, the "Hi-
kaiat " informs us, the male at once sets about
plastering up the hole in the tree's trunk which
leads lo the nest. He prosecutes this work assidu
ously until the orifice is securely rilled in, and his

female is entombed beyond the possibility of
egress. The male has an object in doing this, and
it is said to be nothing less than the procuring for

the young ones food, in the shape of the dead and
wormy body of his mate. This saves him the
trouble of fetching the food to h

and his mate becomes the sacrif

evil—laziness. There are plenty of m<
this way, and every woman should bew
ting a man who will incarcerate her
called home, and there leave her a sacril

ternal cares, while he enjoys the lazy h
saloon or club.

—

The Treasury.

ling family,

of get-

1 place

As a religious people, the Jews seem to be prac-
tically without a mission, though they number, at

this time, about twelve million souls. They own
no country, have no temple, and are without organ-
ization, and without a leader or head. They send
out and support no missionaries, and still are stead-

ily increasing in numbers, until, at this time, they
are probably more numerous than they were in the
time of David or Solomon. Their literature is

more widely read than that of any other people,
and is destined to take the place of all other sacred
books. Jesus himself was a Jew, as well as were all

of the apostles and most of the early Christians.

All the books of the Old Testament, as well as

those of the New, were written by persons of Jew-
ish nationality. For thousands of years they have
maintained their real characteristics. For over
seventeen hundred years they have lived in exile,

subjected to influences that would have completely
destroyed any other race. In spite of thousands of

attempts to weaken and destroy them, they still

live and prosper. The wealth of the world is pour-
ing into their coffers, while their vitality, health
and longevity are without a parallel among the na-

tions of the earth. And yet, as stated, these peo-
ple seem to be without a special mission. Their
religion is for themselves, and not for others. But
the hand of God is over them, and the time is com-
ing when we shall see his purpose in preserving the

Jewish race. The preservation of this race is a liv-

ing miracle of itself.

Inside of three years, if not sooner, the great

Trans-Siberian railroad system is to be completed.
It will be, by far, the longest road in the world, the

distance from St. Petersburg to the Pacific Ocean
being about 7,500 miles. Much of the country
through which the line passes is very thinly settled,

and this will open up an immense region for emi-
gration. During the winter it is thought that the

trains will not be greatly hindered by either deep
snows or blizzards Along the entire line mercury
is reported as seldom dropping much below zero.

The road is being built by Russia, and the rails are

four inches wider apart than on the standard roads

d Asia, so that, in case of war. 01ot fcurope

nations cannot u:

engines and car!

is open for reguh
reach China withi

York. This will

thousands who h

the world. It v,

venience to those

: the road without first building

for the purpose. When the road

trains, the tourist will be able to

I nineteen days after leaving New
be quite a convenience for the

ve occasion to visit that part of

II certainly prove quite a con-

gaged in missionary work in

China and Japan. ]

then make the circu

three days. That i:

Mount Morris, take

Bremen, Germany;)
burg, thence over the Sib,

there board a st

there return to the Mount, after a

days over one month. If there si

ing in this country any person
about this world being round, all

to take a short vacation, buy a

trip" ticket, make the circuit,

fully convinced that the earth is

i also thought that one may
'f the globe inside ol thirty

ne may start eastward from
teamer at New York, land at

take the train to St. Peters-

route to the Pacific;

Francisco, and from

but that '

.rid do 1

Juki then be liv-

who has doubts

c needs to do is,

nd return home
not only round,

Light is beginning to dawn in Russia, and con-
siderable progress is shown in several ways. In St.
Petersburg, the capital, a half-dozen daily newspa-
pers are said to have been started during the past
year, running the number of papers up to nearly tw.o

hundred and fifty, and some of these are enjoying a
circulation of 40,000 and 50,000 copies. The papers
are also increasing in other parts of the empirfc,
showing that the Russians are becoming a reading
people, and that they are doing a good deal of
thinking for themselves. But unfortunately the
oppressive censorship over the press still exists.

These censors arc employed by the government,
and it is their business to see that nothing appears
in the papers detrimental to the Russian policy.

Neither the government nor the acts of h>- "" •
'
•-

can be criticised in the least, and i&^; as

light comes slowly, but it is coming nt">7 1,
*" Po,

The reading people of this world cannot i„.°»«o^
kept in darkness. This freedom of thought and
freedom of speech is in the air, so to speak, and it is

here to stay. It is the coming force in religion, as

well as in other lines of thought and culture, and
we may as well prepare ourselves to make the very
best possible use of the privilege granted. It was
this privilege that the apostles so earnestly craved,

and wherever this condition was found they tri-

umphed over every opposition. All that truth asks
for is the freedom of the press, as well as the free-

dom of speech—neither to be abused—and she will

conquer in the end. No one need to be afraid of

having the light turned onto the truth. The more
light the better.

S

The of Anin of the thousands

phans, throughout Turkey, is becoming a matter of

great concern upon the part of those interested in

the welfare of the race. Every Christian mission-

ary station in Turkey seems to be taxed to its ut-

most, to provide for the orphan children that have
already flocked to them, and there are yet thousands

upon thousands not provided for. Many of these

children have neither father nor mother, and are al-

so virtually without friends. They wander from
place to place, living on such food as they can pick

up on the streets or around the houses. It would
be a treat to them if they could get to the swill

barrels among our people and fish out and eat what
we throw away. Most any well-to-do family in

this country throws away enough to sustain one or

two of these children, had they only access to it.

They would be glad for the crumbs, bones, or any-

thing else from our tables. Some of the scenes

are heart-rending, and yet the suffering there is

hardly to be compared with reports from the

drouth and pUgue-stricken regions of India, where

tens of thousands of children, as mere skeletons,

wander from place to place, almost naked, only to

lie down and die for the want pf a little food,
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RESURRECTION.

Run down that face as rain.

I saw without, God saw within!

I guessed its stress, He knew;

I brought lo soothe a human word.

And then my task was through.

Tis He who meets us on the road

When tears fall like the rain!

When oft our human loves and hopes

By death are rent atwain.

He speaks from out the empty tomb

A message clear and plain;

—

Let Easier bring to you the truth;

—

" Your dead shall live again."

— /. Mench Chamhe,

EASTER-THE RIS1NQ.

Ul'NNl' IT 1'KOUT.

" He is not here; for he is risen, as he said, Come, see the

place where the Lord lay."*—Matt. 28: 6.

The time of year is here when our minds revert

to thoughts of Easter. The Saxon word, from

which we derive our English word, Easter, means,

"rising." It is a very appropriate name for the

day upon which we especially celebrate the resur-

rection of our Redeemer, for Jesus rose in great tri-

umph over the powers of death and the grave, and

ascended to his Father and our Father. .It is right

to live religious every day, yet it is good to have

one day in seven to devote entirely to spiritual

things. So it is becoming to celebrate the resur-

rection of our Lord once a year on a set day, then

follow it with the year spent in his service.

The resurrection of Jesus is one of the most com-

fortjgg thougnts in the Bible. It gives us not only

1
"' hope and assurance. " Blessed be the

"
.^u'o'Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, ac-

cording to his great mercy, begat us again unto a

living hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from

the dead." 1 Pet, I; 3 (R. V.). Jesus "was deliv-

ered for our offences, and was raised for our justi-

fication." Rom. 4: 25.

Christ referred to his power to rise, when he

spoke of his life, saying, " I lay down my life, that

I may take it again." John 10: 17. Again, " I am
the resurrection and the life." John 11: 25. He
demonstrated his power over death when he re-

stored to life the son of the widow of Nain. His

power was evident when he said, " Talitha, cumi,"

and Jairus' daughter arose from the embrace of

death, and when, with tearful eyes cast heaven-

ward, he said, "Lazarus, come forth," and the

brother of two disconsolate sisters emerged from
the powers of Hades.

Not only did the empty tomb witness to the first

Easter morn, but the linen clothes, and the nap-

kin each alike, evidenced the departure of the King
of Glory from the silent halls of death, These si-

lent witnesses found utterance on the tongues of

the two angels, as they spoke words of good cheer

to Mary, weeping before the tomb. How glad we
should be, that, when the holy sisters stood sad

and awe-stricken before the vacant tomb, unable to

read the good news its silence contained, God
had angels there, to give them a translation of the

mysterious silence, saying, "Why seek ye the liv-

ing among the dead? He is not here, but is risen;

remember how he spake unto you when he was yet

in Galilee." Luke 24: 5, 6.

How we sometimes misread the workings of God!
The empty tomb, intended to impart eternal joy to

the disciples, was viewed by the dear sisters as be-

ing full of the bitterest sorrow and disappointment.

What a sad, sad report had gone from the tomb on
the wings of that holy morning, had not God, in in-

finite mercy, dispatched swift-winged angels to ar-

rest the misconception of the weeping sisters, and
change their sorrow into the best and holiest joy.

THE GOSPEL iSdriESSIEnsrGKEJ-tc.

That the body of Jesus had been removed to

some other place, was to be the report of devils,

not the sorrow of saints. The clothes, the napkin,

the tomb, the angels, followed by Jesus himself, all

united to start down through the centuries the

gladsome tidings of the resurrection of the Savior

of mankind. Doubting Thomas was soon con-

vinced and claimed him again as his Lord and his

God.

Peter who, with oaths, had thrice denied his Mas-

ter, again confessed him, and began preaching his

resurrection with such demonstration of the Spirit

and power, that thousands that had rejoiced in his

death and denied his resurrection, cried out for sal-

vation, and accepted him as a living Lord. The

rest of the apostles and the five hundred were soon

filling the country with the good news of Jesus' res-

urrection, " Last of all," Saul, the persecutor, had

to yield to the mighty power of a risen Savior, own
him as his Lord, and preach salvation through his

death and resurrection.

Adown the drift of centuries, the glorious doc-

trine of redemption by his death and salvation by

his life, and the hope and comfort of the resurrec-

tion, have gladdened the hearts of God's children.

Let it be the one purpose of us all to unite our

powers and our voices to send to the limits of the

earth the glorious news of the first Easter morning,

—HE IS RISEN. God forbid that any of us shall

have no higher purpose than to celebrate E>ster by

eating eggs, or by parading, before the public, some
new Easter bonnet or gown, and to teach our dear

children the same follies and sins. Let every one

open his heart to receive the Christ whom the

grave could not retain! Receive him, who con-

quered the grave so completely, that he disdained

even to take with him the grave-clothes and nap-

kin, but left them behind as the trappings of death,

to keep company with the deserted tomb. Having

this risen Christ in our hearts, may we have the

Holy Spirit, like the angels at the mouth of the

tomb, to tell all the world that this Christ rules

within us, that he may be theirs as well as ours.

The angels were not slow to announce, " He is

not here: he is risen." Neither should we hesitate

to tell those around us, " He IS here; he is mine; I

am his; I live by the power of faith in him. In

the coming ' Easter,—the rising' of his redeemed,

I hope to rise by the power of his resurrection and

go to him, beyond the floods, beyond the clouds,

beyond the stars, beyond the finite to the infinite,

to rest,—sweetly rest with him forever."

"
' Christ, the Lord, is ris'n to-day,'

Sons of men and angels say:

Raise your joys and triumphs high.

Sing, ye heav'ns, and earth reply.

" Hail, the Lord of earth and heav'n!

Praise to thee by both be giv"n!

Thee we greet triumphant now,

Hail! the Resurrection—Thou! "

Lanark, III.

THE WISDOM OF THIS WORLD.

vi this )rld 1 their generatu

of light."—Luke 16: 8.

These words of Christ speak of two sets of peo-

ple, "the children of this world," (". e., worldly

people who have no thought but for the present

time and for worldly things, and "the children of

light," who have rightly chosen God. but who, alas,

are cold and slothful, showing but little zeal and

earnestness, though eternity is their aim.

Now the lesson which our Lord here teaches us

is, that the former are " wiser " than the latter, that

the children of this world are more prudent than

the children of light, that ungodly people who
mind worldly things only, without regarding God
or their souls, evidence more prudence, sagacity,

foresight for the support and comfort of life, than

those, who profess and call themselves Christians,

do in providing for another world.

The parable of the unjust steward fully illustrates

this. A steward is one entrusted with his Master's

property, and set over his concerns, He is a serv-
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ant; but, being placed in authority over the other

servants, and having the management of great af-

fairs, he is, in some respects, more like a Master,

especially if he be a steward of a rich man, such as

the man of the parable. Only there is always this

that makes him a servant still,—he is accountable

to his Master!

The steward in the parable was a dishonest man.

He had wasted his Master's goods. Probably he

had done so for a long time; but now, at length, it

came to his Master's ears, and he was accused of it.

It is not said that he had stolen his Master's prop-

erty, or spent his money wickedly, but simply that

he had wasted it. A steward's business is to look-

after his Master's concerns carefully, so that no

loss may befall him, and that his goods may be

turned to the best account. This man had not

done so. He had been careless and neglectful, in-

different to his Master's interest, not strict and con-

scientious in his management. Thus he had wasted

his Master's goods, and now he was called to ac-

count for it, and was told that he must lose his

place, " Give an account of thy stewardship, for

thou mayest be no longer steward." When put out

of his employment the steward had to consider

what to do for a livelihood. We read of no de-

fense made; the case was too clear. " What shall I

do? " thought he, " for my lord taketh away from

me the stewardship: I -cannot dig; to beg, I am
ashamed." This man was ashamed to beg, yet he

had not been ashamed to wrong his Master! Out-

ward debasement he could not face, yet he had

gone on long in secret unfaithfulness. It was the

beingfound out, and losing his place, and having to

seek his bread that troubled him,—not the thought

of his wrong doing.

So far was he from being sorry that he deter-

mined to wrong his Master yet more by dishonest-

ly providing a home for himself at his expense.

His mind was soon made up. It was necessary that

it should be, for his time was short. Yet a little

time did remain,—just enough for his purpose. It

was not yet known that he was to be steward no

longer; so, before it should get abroad, he would

make use of his authority to provide for himself

friends against the time of need. No sooner

thought of than done. He called to him those who
were in debt to his Master, and, when he had asked

of each how much he owed, told each debtor to

put down, in his account, a smaller sum. The man
who owed a hundred measures of oil, was to make
it appear that he owed only fifty; and he who owed

a hundred measures of wheat was to put down four-

score instead. Thus he secured their friendship.

He had done them a good turn, and might look to

be received into their houses when he should be

dismissed. Though the plan seems to have suc-

ceeded, yet it soon came to his Master's knowl-

edge.

But to our great surprise we read that " the lord

commended the unjust steward," :. e., praised him.

This, however, does not mean the Lord Jesus Christ,

but the lord or master of the steward. When he

learned the trick his steward had played him, he

praised him! But for what? Only for his wisdom,

forethought, and cleverness! Justly displeased as

he was with his long unfaithfulness and with this

last piece of dishonesty, yet even in the act of his

turning him off, he could not but admire his pru-

dence and quickness. He was a rogue, it is true,

but a clever rogue. " He had done wisely." Hav-

ing a short time left, he made the most of it. In-

stead of giving himself up in vain lamentations for

the loss of a good place, he had instantly be-

thought himself of what he could best do to make

up for the loss. Being about to lose his home, he

had looked forward to that time and made provision

for it. Thus he had " done wisely," :. e,, wisely for

his own interest, wisely because he had been cun-

ning, prudent, provident; because he had shown

wisdom and foresight; because he had used subtle

and ingenious management, in securing to himself

friends for the days of adversity,

This steward is a representative of the children of

this world,—of those who, in the language of St.

Paul, " mind earthly things." Like him, they are
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shrewd and provident; like him they have wisdom

and foresight; like him they have the skill with

viiich to provide against ultimate difficulties. See

how they "labor for the meat which perisheth;"

they fill their barns and cellars with provisions

[or the winter; how they heap up riches to deposit

,
banks and live on the interest thereof; how they

sure their houses against fire; their goods against

loss; their lives against deathl

My dear reader, your stewardship is also draw-

!g to a close. Have you made any provision for

that day when the Lord shall discharge you and

lake away from you the stewardship? Have you
cured for yourself a habitation, a home that will

ive you insured your " earthly house of this

tabernacle " against the flames of hell; your soul

1st everlasting death? Have you this assur-

ance of the children of this world, the certainty that

when this your house of clay shall be destroyed,

you shall escape "yet so as by fire?" In one
rd, Are'you sure of your salvation? Any uncer-

tainty upon this most important question means
that you have more confidence in man's devices

than in God*s promises, more trust in life insurance

than in eternal life insurance. The assurance of

iwn personal salvation is not only attainable,

but a privilege and a duty; and our want of- it sim-

ply arises from defective views of the righteousness

of Christ, from some cherished sin or sins, from our
hidings of God's face, for (as a Scottish divine has

id) " many go to heaven through mists and neb-

x." We cannot live in a perpetual state of un-

certainty as to our salvation and everlasting felici-

ty.

The Church of Rome denounces the doctrine of

ie assurance of personal salvation in the most un-
leaded terms. The Council of Trent declared

jundly that a believer's assurance is "a vain and
ngodly confidence." Cardinal Bellarmine has
lid that it is " a prime error of heretics." But
what the Church of Rome says, is one thing, and
what the Bible says, is another. The Book of

books speaks of the " full assurance of faith" and
the " full assurance of hope." This assurance has
been the joy, comfort and solace of all the saints of

old. Job, on the brink of the grave, exclaims, "
I

tow that my Redeemer liveth," Paul, immured in

dungeon whence he came forth only to suffer

martyrdom, writes, " I am persuaded that neither

death nor life . . . shall be able to separate me
the love of God which is in Christ Jesus, our

Urd." Peter, after a long life of usefulness, soft-

and humiliated into a glorious manhood,
writes, "An abundant entrance shall be ministered

us into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ." John, on the desolate is-

land of Patmos, eagle-like, piercing the empyrean,
and standing, self-poised, amid the ineffable glories

' tpocalyptic visions, writes, " We know that we
e passed from death unto life—and shall assure

hearts before him." .... Blessed assurance of
God's saints, which interpreted to them the pleas-

ind crosses of our earthly pilgrimage by the
llEht thrown back upon them from the resplendant
lowers of the city of the Great King.

Keader, we, too, have the promise of God con-
firmed by his oath; we have the gift of his own Son
'° be the propitiation of our sins; we are not only
Permitted, but invited, nay, commanded to come to
l«e Savior with this endearing declaration that

h as come to him shall in no wise be rejected or
tout by him. And shall not this accumulated,
; superabundant evidence, produce in us that

assurance of faith, with which the apostle ex-
"orteth us to draw near to God by the blood of Je-
sus?

"hen the unjust steward was told that he could
longer be "a steward, he lost not a moment,

^aiizing that he had still in his hands and for a
'h°rt time yet those goods which he was soon to
*jnd over to another, he instantly prepared to gain
vantage from them. When, next day, he was

turned into the street, more than one house was op-
ened to receive him.

We, too. have still in our hands, while life lasts,

the goods of our divine Master, which death will
soon wrest from us. These goods are " the means
of grace and the hope of glory " which are now
within our reach. We can do whatever we please
with them. We can be, in a spiritual manner, un-
just stewards if we choose. Before wc be no long-
er stewards, it would be commendable shrewdness,
sagacity and forecast, on our part, so to use them
in these brief moments that they may bear interest
for us when they shall be ours no more. Seek the
friendship of Christ, if God be against you.
"Therefore, I say unto you, make to yourselves
friends of the mammon of unrighteousness, that
when ye fail, they may receive you in everlasting
habitations." "Provide yourselves bags that wax
not old, a treasure in the heavens that fadeth not

Smyrna, Asia Minor,

THE QUESTION OF THE EASTER SEASON.

BY j. G. ROYER.

" If by any means I may attain unto the resurrection from
the dead."— Philpp. 3: n,

The fundamental question of the Easter season
is not: " Do I believe that people, when they die,

shall rise again from the dead? " but it is, " Have I

risen from the dead myself? " " Am I alive to-day
with any touch of eternal life?

"

We are apt to think of the resurrection as a re-

mote truth, to be realized in some distant future,

when some day we shall die and live again. We
have thought of it in this way, until the idea of at-

taining to a resurrection now is not very easy to

grasp. But Paul here speaks of a resurrection

which can be attained any day. He says, " I have
not already attained, but I press on."

It is possible for a man to-day, seemingly in

good health, to be dying or be already dead, and it

is equally possible for a man to rise from the dead
to-day and attain to the resurrection. Men, in

their natural condition, are in a most important

sense, dead; because they are destitute of the only

true life. Hence the words of the Savior, " Let the

dead bury their dead." (Matt. 8: 22). "As the

Father hath life in himself " (John 5: 26), and so is

the sovereign Author and Fountain, both of life and
the being and well-being of all his creatures, " so

hath he given to the Son, to have life in himself,"

that, as Redeemer, he might be the fountain of all

spiritual life and good. Paul understood that the

Son is to the church what the Father is to the

world, for he says, "To us there is but one God, the

Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; and
one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things,

and we by him." (1 Cor. 8: 16.) " For it pleased

the Father, that in him should all fullness dwell."

(Col. 1: 19). Therefore having life in himself,

and being authorized to "quicken whom he will"

(John 5: 2i), there are two resurrections performed
by the Son's powerful word. The first is a resurrec-

tion that "now is" (John 5: 25), from the death of

sin to the life of righteousness, by the power of

Christ's grace. This is a resurrection begun al-

ready, and is to be continued—a resurrection of
" dead souls made alive " by the preaching of the

Gospel, accompanied by the spirit of life from
Christ.

The conversion of a soul to God is its resurrec-

tion. It is wrought by the power of Christ. The
power is communicated by or through the Word.
The state of man by nature is represented as ' dead
in trespass and sin" (Eph. 2: 1). Religion is the

opposite,

—

life. A Christian is a resurrected sinner

who lives with God; and the happiness of heaven is

living unto God—a being sensible of God's presence,

and glory, and power, and rejoicing in them.

Therefore, when a man is converted unto God, it is

said that he " hath everlasting life" (John 5; 24),

not that he shall liave it. He is already in posses-

sion of that life or happiness which shall be everlast-

ing. It is life begun, and developing and ripening
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for heaven. Such an one has already entered on
his inheritance—an inheritance which is "incor-
ruptible and that fadeth not away" (1 Pet. 1: 4),
On accepting Christ as Savior, the soul of the peni-

tent enters into that real, living union with Christ,
which makes Christ's death the sinner's death, both
as to his old life of sin, and as a penalty for sin; and
he is resurrected, a " new man, which after God is

created in righteousness and true holiness." ( Eph.
4: 24.) The fact that a man has really been resur-
rected to a new life constitutes the real difference
between him and other men, and final acceptance is

assured, not on the ground of conformity to certain
rites and customs; not on the ground of social rank
or culture; not on the ground of wealth or blood;
but on the ground of having passed from " death un-
to life,"—on the ground of having been made a new
creature. This means not that one ought to be a
new creature, but that he is in fact; not that he ought
to live as resurrected unto life eternal, but that he
does so in fact, manifesting to the world character-
istics of a new creature.

The Lord grant unto all, as we contemplate the
Easter season, a full realization of the truth, that
the resurrection to a new life in Christ Jesus is not
a trifling change; that it is not a mere change of
outward conditions; that it is not merely being
brought from the world into the church, by being
baptized, but that it is really having been made
dead to sin as Christ was dead in the grave, and
having risen to a holy life, as Christ rose from the

Alt. Morris, III.

SOME EASTER CUSTOMS,

BY GRANT MAHAN,

One of the very strange things is the way in

which heathen names and customs have been
adopted by Christians. In Rome, before the be-

ginning of our era, the chief priest was called Pon-
tifex Maximus, and now the Pope takes the title.

Thursday is nothing more than Thor's day, as

Wednesday is Wodin'.s day, and Friday is Freya's

day. And our word Easter is only the name of the

Saxon goddess Eastre, or Ostara, goddess of

spring. Some of the customs of Easter have come
down from pagan times.

When the Saxons were converted to Christianity

the name of their goddess was transferred to the

great Christian festival, held at about the same
time of the year that their spring festival was.

They had long been accustomed to exchanging
presents of colored eggs on this day, for with them
the egg was the type of the beginning of life.

When they became Christians they continued to

observe this rule; but the act meant something
more than it did before, it was symbolical of the

resurrection. Most of us associate neither of these

ideas with our Easter eggs, and it is to be feared

that our thoughts are mnre occupied with the feast-

ing of the day than with the event which the day
commemorates. And yet the event which took

place on that day is of more importance to us than

everything else we have in life, for without the res-

urrection of Christ and the hope of our own resur-

rection we should be " of all men most miserable."

Le Brun relates, 1704, that the Persians when
they keep the Festival of the Solar Year, March 20,

present each other with colored eggs. The fact

that we find those who are not Christians giving

presents of eggs in the spring, and that in both

Europe and Asia, shows that the custom is a very

old one and one that was widespread. Perhaps it

is impossible to learn just where the custom origi-

nated or what its meaning was at first.

The custom of making Easter a special day for

the eating of eggs no doubt is due to the fact that

neither the Greek nor the Roman church ate eggs

during Lent, but began eating them again on Eas-

ter.

One writer relates, 1694, that the children of the

Christians of Mesopotamia, during Easter and for

forty days afterwards, buy as many eggs as they

can and stain them with a red color in memory of
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the blood of Christ. Then they used these eggb in

a kind of sport they had. The sport consisted in

striking two eggs together. The egg that broke

belonged to the owner of the other egg. Then an-

other egg was pitted against the unbroken one.

This was continued for an indefinite time, the own-

er of the last unbroken egg becoming the owner of

all the eggs which had been in the contest,

There was also a custom of sending eggs to the

church on Easter Eve or Easter Day in order to

have them blessed. Prayers were said and the

sign of the cross made over them, and then they

were sprinkled with holy water. After this they

were taken home and eaten.

Giving colored eggs as Easter presents was only

one of the many things people were accustomed to

do on that day. A very beautiful custom was the

one of greeting each other with a kiss and saying,

"He is risen," to which the reply was given, "He
is risen, indeed." It is said that this custom is con-

tinued to the present time in the Greek church.

In early limes the chief solemnity of Easter was

the celebration of the Lord's Supper. It was not

kept, as the Passover was among the Jews, as "a
shadow of good things to come, but as the com-

memoration of blessings actually bestowed in the

death and resurrection of Christ."

When England was still Catholic the people had

a custom of erecting on Eiiday a small building to

represent the Lord's sepulchre. The Host was

placed inside and a man guarded the place till Sun-

day morning. Early on this last morning some
one took the Host out, and then the Lord was said

to have risen. They seemed to think there was

profit for the soul in thus imitating as closely as

they could what took place from the time of

Christ's burial till his resurrection. Such works of

imitation were characteristic of the piety of the

Middle Ages. I remember seeing in Nurnberg a

chapel which had been built exactly like the one at

the supposed site of our Lord's grave at Jerusalem.

And even nowadays people often seem to think

that they are doing really pious acts when they

pattern after the external and accidental, though
the spirit be entirely lost.

There were other customs which were not more
praiseworthy. In the ancient church the Easter

celebration lasted eight days; later it was limited

to three and then to two days. The austerities of

Lent being over, the people gave themselves up to

joy. All kinds of sports and dances were indulged

in. The clergy even joined in farcial exhibitions,

and recited from the pulpit stories and legends cal-

culated to make the audience laugh. The reform-

ers in the sixteenth century complained on account
of this evil, and it was removed.

These are only a few of the many things that

were done on Easter. Strange what customs will

grow upl We find no trace of the celebration of

Easter as a Christian festival in the New Testa-

ment or in the writings of the apostolic fathers.

Doubtless this is due to the fact that the event was
the all-important thing for them; the time was of

little consequence. Now that the time is brought
into such prominence does the resurrection, the
event we are supposed to be commemorating, make
as great an impression on us as it did on those who
thought less of the time? If it does not, why not?

Ml. Morris, ill.

—With pleasure we read of so many interesting

meetings reported in the Messenger. How much
more interesting these meetings might be, and how
many more precious souls might be gathered into

the fold by more individual efforts! Do we pre-
pare for these meetings as we should,—not our
work, but our hearts? Do we try to dedicate them
anew to the Master? Has our attitude to our
neighbors been such that they might be converted
by our influence? Do we try to get them to our
meetings? We sing,

" White the harvest, look around about thee,"

TECE GOSPEL MZESSELTSTG-ZE-K,-

but we don't look very much. We may sometimes

think a little of the far-ofi heathen, or the fallen in

the cities, but we pass by the fallen near around us,

and do very little to win the erring. Stranger? of-

ten come to our meetings, perhaps to hear a new
preacher. Too often such are not spoken to or in-

vited back again.

— Is it any more sin for missionaries to live in

luxury in far-away lands, than for other Christians

to live in splendor on this side the water? Help, O
help!—everywhere is the cry for either soul or body!

The Christian (?) who, 'midst all these calls, lives

luxury, perhaps exacting ten per cent rents off

the poor, or spends his money to gratify his own
il desires, may be asked some day, " Where is

thy brother?
"

— I read, with interest, the different thoughts on

the subject, " The Relation of Parents and their

Converted Children," in the Messenger, some time

ago. What a great amount of work the church

would have if it were to take upon itself this part

of the family government! Instead of exposing the

sins of the lambs of the flock, who are without the

experience of life, and who, perhaps, sin often from

some hereditary weakness which they cannot help,

better correct oftener the covetous, the worldly-

minded, and the high-tempered old soldiers who
ought to have borne more fruit. Then, if this part

of the family government were transferred to the

church, that other part should be too,—that part

relating to the weaker vessels who don't obey their

their lords in all things. I boarded once in a fami-

ly, in which both parents were members of our

church. The wife was a noble woman, the husband

was one of those authoritative lords who thought

wives must obey in every particular of household

management, even down to when to buy thread to

sew on his buttons. One day she bought several

skeins of thread of a peddler. When he came in

she kindly told him what she had bought and how
good her thread was. He abused her so bad and

flew up in such a passion he could have been heard

street. That brother has since been elected

r. When I think of him as a minister I al-

ways think of that thread.

—No difference how careful we are in the selec-

tion of our words, when writing for publication, we
often made to say something that is not true,

either by our own careless writing or the failure of

to get our meaning. In my last I used the

expression, " My father's home." The word
lome " expressed all,—the stream, the spring, the

ill, the race, the green sward. The word " house,"

however, was substituted,—a thing I did not see,

for the pretty, white, pebble-dashed house, of long

ago, had been replaced by another.

—If everybody would receive the truth as a 'little

:hild receives it, how easy it would be to under-

stand the Scriptures! Last Sunday, after Sunday
school, my little six-year-old boy came home and

vlamma, does the church that aunt Myrtle

belongs to,—the Reforms,—do they sprinkle? "

I said, " That isn't the way the Bible says.

They went down into the water and were baptized,

in the lesson to-day." The Ethiopian con-

vert had been the lesson.

Do not some of our Sunday schools feel

imed after reading what the Hindoo children

did for the Armenian children on Christmas, while

they did nothing? Well, yes, they did something.

They ate the candy themselves and had a little

present enjoyment. We teach the children that

they go to Sunday school to learn about Jesus, but

fail often to teach them, practically, lessons of

self-sacrificing life.

-Did we ever think how selfish we looked while

sitting in church or Sunday school with a book all

to ourselves, singing, while to the right and left of

some one, perhaps anxious to sing, who had
•k? I notice this in our Sunday schools so

Some time ago, in our own Sunday school,

I tried to get several song books for a class of

boys. The janitor said they were all in use. I

looked around and counted about ten people sitting

r favorite seats, each one having a book,

singing away, while there were whole classes of
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boys without books. These "noisy, troublesome
boys," we call them, we can't get them interested

in the Sunday school. All teachers should try to

have their classes help to sing, and share with them
their own book, and not go off in a favorite corner

and sing alone, with a book, and let the classes to

themselves. I see this lack of books in all our Sun-
day schools that I have attended. The boys who
need the most help are generally left to entertain

themselves. How much more good it would do
them to spend the money for singing books than to

spend it for candy at the Christmas treatl

—I thought, after reading how the Armenian or-

phans so reverently treated the bishop, it would be

well if American children would catch some of that

spirit, and parents, too. Some one has said that

" as you teach children to reverence the minister,

so much you teach them to reverence religion."

— I had hoped when the Messenger was en-

larged there would be a Sunday school department

in which the best methods of teaching, etc., would
be discussed frequently. Bro. Mohler presents

some good thoughts on classification of the smaller

scholars. He speaks of the primary classes and in-

fant class. This is overlooked in the classification

of so many schools, most of them having the inter-

mediate department, and from that on down all in

one class,—called either the primary or infant

class. In many of these large classes there are

children from the Third, Second, and First Reader
grades all crowded together with the infant class

proper,—those who can not read. If we call them
infant classes, let us have the kindergarten in them,

and not crowd them with the primary grades. By
a proper classification we can adapt the teaching to

each grade. One teacher can not do all this,

When I see the work done in our public schools by
these primary grades, the history stories and biog-

raphies written, I think we are not half developing

this talent in the Sunday school. One of our best

Sunday school men was asked the question, what
he thought of the propriety of these large infant

classes of thirty-five or forty. "There is no pro-

priety in it," said he. His wife said, "We don't

send our little boy. When the teacher's back is

turned, they kick and do bad." In our great zeal

for missions, of late, we almost forget the impor-

tance of the Sunday school work.

New Enterprise, Pa.

THE EMPTY SEPULCHRE.

ROSENBERGER.

It must have seemed a long, weary Sabbath to

those who had loved and trusted in Jesus. The Sa-

vior had been laid away in the tomb; now all was

ended. Only the Sabbath before they had hailed

him as king, and the cry of " Hosanna in the High-

est " had resounded through their streets. Then, in

the night, the low, angry mutterings of "Crucify

him " were heard growing ever louder and stronger, I

until this was the end,—he lay in the sepulchre!

Bunyan represents Death as cautioning his faithful

servant—Captain Sepulchre,—to hold fast the pris-

oner just committed to their charge from the cross.

When the morning came "very early" they

brought spices to prepare him for burial; no

thought of the resurrection entered their hearts,

but they wondered, Who shall roll us away the

stone from the door? They knew the stone had

been placed there, that it was sealed, that their

strength was too small; they knew all this, but they

had not the joyful faith to believe that he, whose

name is " Wonderful," would do marvelous things

in their behalf. It is so with us. We often wonder,

with anxious, aching hearts, "Who shall roll us

away the stone? " But do we ever expect to find

it rolled away, and that by an angel sent from heav-

en? As they drew near, they saw that the stone

was rolled away, the sepulchre was empty, and an

angel was there. *

O soul, has not God, at some time or other,

smoothed the rough path, removed the fiery trial,

granted the desire of your heart, and sent his angel

to listen to your song of joy and thanksgiving?
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'e; all things are possible to

But they were afraid of that

ipty. They feared because

scause he might now be alive.
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But they were amazed and afraid. The empty

sepulchre yawned fearfully, and they turned away

trembling. Mary, with tears, said, They have tak-

«ay my Lord, and I know not where they have

laid him.

" Then down the lilied pathway,

A kingly presence came,

A seamless garment clothed him,

His face was clear as flame,

And in his hands were nail-prints,

And on his brow were scars

But in his eyes the light of love

Beyond the light of stars."

That Easter dawn shed a never-dying radiance

over the soul of Mary.

How many
here, he would
" Fear not; only bel

him that believeth."

rock-hewn tomb,

—

Jesus was not there,

They were afraid because his promise was verified,

afraid of the angel before them. They would have

gone mournfully into the sepulchre without a fear,

if Death were there, but they feared Life. They

were afraid of God's power, of his goodness. They

were ready to weep at the tomb, but afraid to sing

the Resurrection P.xan, " He liveth again."

Have we become so accustomed to grief, disap-

pointment, sorrow and tears that we are afraid to

rejoice over God's rich blessings? Many shadows

lurk in the highways of the past, lost pleasures, lost

opportunities, why should we turn and face them
" Everywhere molders a tomb " haunted by a ske

cton throng of dead aspirations, unfulfilled dream

rind, perhaps, disgrace and crime. Turn from it

this Easter morning, and welcome the living pre

"" To-day leads you up to the hilltops

That are kissed by the radiant sun,

To-day shows no tomb—all life's hopes in bloom

And to-day holds a prize to be won,"

Surely we can trust him who said, " I am tl

insurrection and the life, he that believeth in m
though he were dead, yet shall he live."

Covington, Ohio,

the gospel :m::ejss-ejsi g-eu^.

"Nevek yield to discouragement. God forbids

it. It will bring certain spiritual decline and de-

feat. Apparent failure should nerve to more in-

tense effort instead of the contrary. Failure is

said to be the first letter in the alphabet of success.

The first earth is to be a failure and burned up, the

second a success and eternal. Moses failed at first,

but, after a forty years' theological course in one

of God's special classes, he won. What if Joshua

had said, 'There's no use of trying again,' after

he had marched around Jericho six times?
"

^THE + SUNDAY + SCHOOL-^

LESSON LIGHT-FLASHES.

Peter Delivered from Prison.—Aci 5*17-

Lesson for April 35.

Our lesson for to-day opens with the sad thought

a man in prison,—a place where criminals were

nfined. The place is a very undesirable one, in

lich to live, and the purpose for which it is made

ims a sad commentary on the ways of human lives,

of prisons is to confine, restrain,

they are built strong,—out of heavy

all, iron barred windows and heavy

iside of these heavy walls and strong

linal is confined and restrained from

Molence or harm. That the prisoners

nt, the floor is

ind sometimes

ddy.

ne purpos

nd punish,

ock, with

doors, the criminal 1

doing further violen

maybe punished in

either of stone, or

damp, and even w
thought that such places must be made. Still

sad it is that the hearts and lives of men are so per-

verse as to make such places necessary. Rut the

saddest thought of all is that, through the wicked-

ness of men in high places, the very best of men

have been cast into these places, not because they

were bad, but because they were good,— not to re-

strain them from doing evil, but to keep them from

doing good.

So we have Peter, the servant of God and the

apostle of Jesus, in prison. This looks as if Satan

had gotten the upper hand of things and that the

religion of Christ had lost its power. Do you won-

der what Peter was thinking about, while thus con-

fined in this dingy prison? The time had come,

according to Herod's calculation, when he was to

be executed, and for him to be rescued would seem
like' hoping against hope. And yet, though the

wall was thick and solid, and the great iron door

strong, beyond human strength, yet Peter knew in

whom he trusted, and if it was his will that he

should be delivered it would be done. This brings

us to the second thought,—the power in prayer.

Peter had been too prominent a factor, in the great

work of salvation, to be forgotten by his brethren

and sisters, so they had gathered themselves in a

prayer meeting, and with one accord their prayers

went up to the Lord that Peter might be rescued

from the clutch of this man of sin. How good it is

that the Lord is willing to hear the cries of his

children! Though the doors were tightly barred,

and the guards stationed around, the Lord saw and

understood it all. He was only waiting for his

children to exercise faith and make the call. Did

he hear? Yes, he heard the earnest pleadings of

his children that Peter might be saved, and gave

them their request.

Have we any Peters in prison? If so, what are

we doing? The fervent prayer of the righteous

availeth much with God, and he is just as willing to

exercise his power in our behalf as we a»e to ask

for it or receive it. The deliverance was a wonder-

ful one, even beyond Peter's^expectations, as the

first part of it seemed to him as a vision,—the

1 his hands and feet, the locked

from a breath of wind, and the

winging back on its hinges. No
as a dream,— so unexpected, so

vhat must have been his feelings

ed that it was a glorious reality!

is the last thought? "The min-

Could our eyes be opened, as

Elisha's, and see as God sees, how different

would be our lives! Our doubts and fears woulc

vanish as the morning dews, and we would then un

derstand the force of the declaration of Paul, " Al

things work together for good to those who lovi

the Lord." Peter was sleeping between two sol

diers, bound with two chains, with the keeper:

standing before the door. All this watching, anc

Peter sleeping, ought to have made things safe

But the Eye that never sleeps was watching thi

scene with interest, and at the opportune moment

an angel is dispatched, the prison is lighted

the Divine Presence, the sleeper is awakened,

led forth to liberty. How wonderful, and yet how

easy!

Now let us review. Peter, in prison, the subject.

Herod, the King, angry because of the new doc-

trine of right living, determines to crush it. The

praying church the means that brings the power of

rescue. The ministry of angejs the agents of sal-

vation, and God the power that breaks the chains,

bursts the bars and sets the captive free. A beauti-

ful lesson indeed! Will we believe, trust and act?

There are scores of souls all over this land of ours,

prison, asleep between the watchers.

d to be awakened, led out, and be set at

Do we care for them, and are we praying

.hat they may be liberated? This is our work.

The Lord is pleased to make us the instruments for

the saving of the world. There are many ways of

working,—so varied that each one of us may do a

part,—our part. Preaching, teaching, praying,

right living, kind words, loving deeds, are all means

to be used in rescuing the perishing, and there

are so many of them that, unless we all do our

part, the powers of sin will gain the victory, and

precious souls, for whom Christ died, will be lost.

How will it be with us as the Lord's servants?

Can it be said of us, " Well dene, good and faithful

falling fn

doors opening a

great outer dooi

when he

Andn
istry

lying

liberty.

servants,'
1

if we are not faithful? Herod had his

soldiers destroyed because he judged them as being

unfaithful. What can we expect, if we betray the

trust committed to us? h. b. b.

HOW TO STUDY THE SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON.

Manv of us fail to get the proper results from the

Sunday school lessons. Some fail for the want of

proper helps. More fail for the want of a knowl-

edge how to use the helps they have. With a

Teachers' Bible and Brethren's Quarterly, one may,

with the proper metlud 0/ lesson fir/partition, get more
benefit from the Sunday school lesson than those

get who have several volumes of lesson commen-
taries. The commentaries are all right if used right-

ly. But the manner in which some of us use our

helps is absolutely ruinous to one's independence

in Bible study, Perhaps we put off the lesson

preparation to the very last hour, and then we run
rer the lesson commentary and cram ourselves

th the conclusions and practical lessons there

and ready made. Instead of letting our helps in-

;e and direct our study, we let them do all our

tidying and thinking for us, This docs us no

practical good.

We have no disposition to dispense with our les-

son helps, but we do think that many of us need to

be taught how to use them. The purpose of this

paper is to offer a few thoughts along this line.

The leading principle is this: "Seek no help until

you have helped yourself.'' "God helps those who

help themselves," is as true in Bible study as in

other things Use the Bible more. Some study

the lesson from the Quarterly or other helps, and

could scarcely find it in the Bible, The following

is proposed as a better method than most of us now

1, Read in your Bible the " daily readings
"

Tin-

ignated in the Breth

tended to daily,

readings for the rr

Again, they may b>

at meal time.

2. When you get

Quarterly. Let this be at-

as devotional

ing's devotion,

ed at the table,ead and disi

al studyady for a mc

of the lesson, having read all the daily readings, as

instructed above, take up the Scripture of the les-

son with your reference Bible. Look up such ref-

erences as bear on points which are not clear to

you, In this way endeavor to get from the lesson

what you can, with no other help than the Bible.

Please note those points which you do not fully

understand.

3. Now turn to your Bible Dictionary, or Word

Book in Teache r's Bible, or Ouarterly Dictionary

in Quarter ly (s e page 48), and Ic ok up all the

proper names,— that is, name iot pe rsons and pla-

ces, which are mentioned in the Is sson. Make a

study of these; ind, as you study th names of pla-

ces, find them o n a map.

4. You are now ready for ti e less n helps prop-

er—the lesson ommentaries Rec. II those points

of difficulty whi ch came up n you r study of the

Scripture of the lesson. Turr to the lesson notes in

your Quarterly o r other helps, and r ad them care-

fully. Keep in mind the questions and difficulties

ndependent study of- the

lesson, and observe whether those are answered in

the helps which you now have before you.

5. When Sunday morning comes, and you are

ready to start to Sunday school, leave all your

helps and commentaries at home and take your Bi-

ble along. The helps are helps for preparation and

not helps for recitation. I am very sorry to see

some read from the Quarterly their answers in recita-

tion. If they had used the above method of prep-

aration, they need not do so.

The above method is based upon the assurance

that God will help us, through our lesson helps, if

we are willing to help ourselves. This method

avoids the " cramming process," which is ruinous to

clear thinking, and it develops a manly independ-

ence in one's search after truth,

McPhcrson, Kam.
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OUR MISSIONARY READING CIRCLE.

Course of Reading.

Sjcenti

leading Circle only

"Comb forth!" O my soul; hear the summons divine

That calls thec from Sin's sable night;

Too long hast thou lain in darkness, supine;

Conic forth into freedom and light.

Tho' bound in the ccre-cloth of Trespass and Sin,

With self-love the stone o'er thy tomb,

Come forth! Let the sunlight of God's love shine in,

Dispelling all sorrow and gloom.

NAMES THAT HAVE NOT DIED.

BY SAHIl! BHALLIER NOFFS1NGER.

In Four Parts.—Part Three.—Sarah Boardman Judson.

There are biographies which inspire the soul to

noble things. Such is the biography of Sarah
Boardman Judson.

Sarah Hall was born in Alstead, N, H„ in 1803.

Through childhood and early youth she was a

dreamer, and the passing years more highly beau-

tified her mind with the poetic and sublime. She
early ripened in the diviner graces which only

the pure in heart may wear, and her deserving

womanhood was crowned with many friendships.

Confiding and gentle, yet brave withal, endowed
with a graceful physique and a still more graceful

soul, one authority claims her to have been the fin-

est srecimen of womanhood that America ever pro-

duced.

In 1825 she became the wife of George D. Board-

man, the saintly man whose missionary career be-

gan so early and closed so soon. Shortly after

their marriage, Mr. and Mrs. Boardman set sail for

Burmah, to become the assistants of Dr. and Mr;.

Judson. Unflinchingly they toiled in their field of

labor, suffering pain and tears and hardship for the

Master's sake. Twice death entered their abode,

and robbed them of the little ones who had be-

guiled for them so many lonely hours; and twice

did these humble missionaries kneel and kiss the

hand that dealt the blow, feeling surely that "all

things work together for good to those who love

the Lord," A few more months of toil and hard-
ship, and then the death of Mr. Boardman came;
and the brave wife was left to struggle alone with
one surviving child, far from loved ones, and in a
heathen land. Her sorrow was indeed bitter; yet
she did not suffer it to blind her to the presence
anjl sympathy of God, whose hand she recognized
in every dispensation. "Cast down but not de-
stroyed," she committed her grievance to him who
"knoweth our frame," and, with renewed zeal and
consecration, continued the work which she and
her husband had unitedly begun. It was in this

trying time that Dr. Judson wrote her: "Take the
bitter cup in both hands and sit down to your re-

past. You will find sweetness at the bottom;" and
the gracious Father, whose "ears are open to the
prayers of the righteous," suffered this prophecy to

be fulfilled. But the passing years a
left their traces:

TttJBl GOSPEL jycESSisiisra-.Tir-R,.

even more beautiful through suffering, if that

might be, after four years of solitary life and un-

shared labors, became the wife of Dr. judson, and

was a worthy helpmeet for even such a good and

consecrated man. For more than ten years this

union bore rich spiritual fruits, when, after the birth

of her last child, Mrs. Judson's health failed, and

imperatively demanded a voyage to America as

the only means of restoration. Accompanied by

her husband she embarked, and so far recovered,

that, on reaching the Isle of France, they mutually

agreed that Dr Judson should return to his urgent

work in Burmah, and she resume the journey alone.

It was in anticipation of this parting that the poet-

wife created the exquisite poem beginning with

these sweet lines:

"We part on this green islet, love,

Thou for the eastern main,

I, for the setting sun, love,

Oh, when to meet again?
"

But they did not part quite then, for, on putting

out to sea, Mrs. Judson grew alarmingly worse. In

a few short days she indeed departed for "the set-

ting sun," and her pure soul was anchored to that

peaceful world where there is " no more sea."

Sh? died in sight of the rocky Island of St. He-
lena, Sept. 1, 1845, and there thev Iaid her precious

dust. This island is noted for being the place

where Napoleon died; but it is dearer to Christian

hearts as being the place where Sarah Boardman
Judson's body rests. In their esteem, the honor of

clipsed by the worth of th

Yet calm, gentle a

brave woman that she

Dnfiding still, the same
was, her nature made

ary.

How truly she was a part of Dr. Judson, was

demonstrated, not so much by his lamentations

when she died, as by his achievements while she

lived; yet he sorrowed sorely and profoundly. To
a friend he wrote: "The wings of the Maulmain
songstress are folded in St. Helena," to which a

writer adds: "Yes, truly; but not the soul of the

singer, and not the wings of the song!
"

Johnstown, Pa.

THOUGHTS.

"Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever

things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things

are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be

any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on theso things."

—Pbilpp. 4:8.

A sermon in itself, and if each person, in the

United States, would think upon these things

and make them a part of his daily life,, there

would be no need of prisons, no need of laws, no

need of officers to enforce the laws, and alt the in-

habitants thereof would feel convinced that the

long-expected millennium had dawned.

We notice that these words of Paul are only in

regard to thinking, and we will say, "Thoughts are

little things" but do they not control our whole

being? " From the abundance of the heart the

mouth speaketh," and all will say, "Our voluntary

actions as well as words, are prompted by the

thoughts,"

Then, how careful we should be to put away
from us all thoughts excepting those that are of

virtue and praise, for certainly "there be" such

things.

If we would have, as the basis of our thoughts,

things that are true, just, honest, pure, lovely, and
of good report, only, we would find very little time

to think of the numerous scandals abroad, or of the

faults of our neighbors, brethren and sisters, and
how much happier we would be! By sending

our happiness to others through smiles, kind and
loving words, we could do much in alleviating the

of others.

If we are allowed to judge of the thoughts by the

conversation, what is the uppermost thought or

" abundance of the heart?
"

Let each one decide for himself: "What do I

talk about first, and most? " Then, are we "shed-

ding light for Jesus? " I like to think of that good
land-owner, Boa?:, who greeted his servants with

April i 7 , ,

"The Lord be with you" and likewise received th

blessing of his servants in " The Lord bless thee "

Such a life is within the reach of every one, ye »

how very few of us attain to it! It seems we ar

all prone to allow our tongues, as the instruments

of our thoughts, to get us into a great many diffi-

culties in this world, and, I fear, in the world
t

come. Why do we continue to do this, witf

many things to lift our minds to better and lovelier

thoughts? David thought a great deal about the

"goodness of God," his greatness and loving,

kindness, and I think we will do well to profit by
his experience.

I have known brethren and sisters to spend
;

whole Sunday afternoon talking of their every-day

work and business, with not a word for Jesus and

his work. Perhaps they even find fault with some
brother or sister, and criticise some work of th e

church, Do you suppose Christ has prepared a

mansion for such? If he has, would you think

they were very much interested in their mansi

And do you wonder that the world has a brighter

attraction for the children of those families?

Oh, for more genuine Christianity, more real spir

ituality, and more of God's love in our hearts, that

it may shine out in every look, word and act

Then we may be able to say, " Our life is hid with

Christ in God!"
As a starting-point let us take, as a motto for

future action, the command in Solomon's Song:

"Take us the foxes, the little foxes that spoil our

vines; for our vines have tender grapes."

Brethren and sisters, let us conquer the little

things, that tend to destroy us, and the larger ones

will not have so much power over us.

May God reign supreme in each heart, and our

thoughts will not annoy us!

May Hill, Ohio.

THE ART OF LISTENING.

We learn more by listening than by talking, ;

a cistern fills up by what runs into it, and not by

what runs out of it.

Yet how few good listeners can be found! To be

good listener does not mean that we should nevt

speak. A cistern that never gives out is not only

useless, but its contents grow foul. To be a good

listener, it is necessary to keep the mind on what

is being said, and not let it run all over the world.

Some persons are continually saying what shows

that they have not been listening at all.

Never talk, except to ask a question or show

probation, when some one, from whom you

learn anything, is willing to talk.

If you can't see what is meant, after the speaker

has paused, politely ask for further explanation.

And when the conversation is over, refer to any

book or dictionary that you may have at hand for

more light.

Never correct persons older than you are so that

others can hear you. You may be wrong. You

may hurt their feelings. You will not be approved

by others. If you think that they have mistaken,

ask them privately, if you know them well enough,

and they will thank you.

When they cease speaking, if you have anything

to say, proceed with it, and be sure not to carry 1'

too far. The beauty of conversation is not to weaf

one thing out, but to have new subjects spring up

all the time.

When the company breaks up, ask yourself these

What did I hear that was new to me, and who

said it?

What did I find that was wrong that I had

thought was right, and what right that I had

thought was wrong?

Listen in this way, and you will learn to the last

days of your lives.

But those who understand the art of listening,

those who can merely keep

still.

And those who can keep still are not nearly

nany as those who cannot.

—

Christian Advocate-



X'-tAJH Q-OSJP-&JJ-, J!y3.£3SS£JJNJ G--kU-h*..

General Missionary Tract
...Department...

Enoch Eby. - Kansas , Isaac Frantz, - - - Ohio

D. L. Miller. - - Illinois | S. R. Zug. - Pennsylvania

Why not commemorate Easter Sunday
vith a fervent missionary service, ending with

.
good collection fur some mission work?

While the Christian commemorates the res-

urrection of Christ in a most impressive man-
ner, shall not the heathen be remembered by

bringing their salvation nearer?

From the Chicago Mission Bro. W. R. Mil-

ler writes that, during the mouth of March, six

nave been received into the church by baptism

naking a total, for the year, of eleven.

Not a dying but a resurrected and ascend-

ing Lord said to his followers, "Go ye into all

the world." Love to Christ and love for souls

will make us earnest in uln.-dn.nce to this com-

Bro. Chas. E. Delp, of Carlisle, Ark., says;
'* The people are anxious to hear the truth,

l hough they arc a little slow in accepting it in

full. But by continuing, perhaps, when once

aroused to a sense of duty, they will accept,

and make more faithful followers than if they

,uni' hastily and not considering fully."

Bro. B. E. Kesler, who has been recently lo-

cated at Dryden, Ark., says: "The people are

eager to hear what the 'new doctrine' is,—not

really new, however, but new to many of the

people here, because they have never heard it.

So far a hearty welcome has been given, and

preaching points have been established at live

different places."

Wh.

While Christ was in the grave all was

arth, for our hope was lying there.

came forth there was first astonish-

lent and then gladness. One disciple told an-

ther and finally they commenced telling the

.'orld, and so the glad tidings have been re-

the

the

From Sister Martha Click, of Staunton

\l, the following is received; "We are glad tt

note that our little band is slowly increasing

I ast Sunday, at 1 1 o'clock, Bro. Samuel Drivci

preached a sermon at the home of an appli-

been able to attend church. Baptism was aft

crwards administered and witnessed by several

hundred people. Others are counting what

i Chri

realize that to liv

i life. May they

Eld. C. Hope, of Kansas, speaking of his

work among the Scandinavians, says: "I have
visited, on this trip, Kuxburv. Bridgeport, Linds-

borg, Margaret, McPherson, and surrounding
country. I held meetings at old points, and al-

so made new visits and gained new friends.

Our Swedish minister, O. Hultgreen. at Marga-
ret, has made some new openings for meetings
among the Swedes, and also in a negro settle-

ment in Saline County."

HE IS RISEN.

He hath left his rocky prison.

And the white-robed angels glimmer
'Mid the cerements of his grave.

He hath smitten with his thunder

Every gate of brass asunder;

He hath burst the iron fetters;

Irresistible to save!

Oh, the gladness and the glory-

Of the blessed Easter story,

Oh, the quick, electric thrilling

Of the Pentecostal flame.

Death of death, of Life the Giver,

Reign, Victor King, forever;

Lowly we thy sons adore thee,

Glory, glory to Thy Name!
—Frederick W. Farrar, V. D.

TWO SIDES OF A MISSIONARY'S LIFE.

As lo every question, so to every life, thert

are two sides,— the dark and the bright,—stand

ing in strong contrast. The dark side is al

ways dark enough to every missionary, as h<

will testify, especially if he is- disposed to no

tice it, For the good of all, may not these twe

sides be noticed a little? The darkside should

be viewed from at least three standpoints:

i. From the field. It is the mission field—

3

territory where Christ is unknown or ignored

where sin and wickedness are rife, and wretch-

edness and woe of body and soul are general

The responsive vibration of heart to heart is

not felt by the missionary, and he closes his

day's labors weary and worn from battering

against the almost impregnable wall of unbe-

lief and sin. If he happens to view his situa-

tion from a worldly standpoint -done, he con-

cludes the conllict is decidedly uneven, for

while he is one, his enemy is legion. Not un-

frequcntly is the strain of his faith so great

that he almost concludes it is useless to t

call this people to repentance. To this may be

added the many unprincipled devices the dev-

il and his host resort to, to defeat the efforts of

1 tie missionary, while he must walk as circ

spert and careful as possible, to give no 01

sion for reproach upon the cause he repress

The missionary holds his meetings in sch

houses, halls and private houses, under g

inconveniences, or, possibly, in God's first ti

pie,—the forest,—when a house of worship

would add much to the encouragement, prog-

ress and permanency of the work. He prob-

ably goes early to the place of meeting, tc

sweep, and make the fire. There is no one else

to lead the singing, and few to join in the cho

rus. As he stands thus among his people, sur-

rounded by frontier conveniences, he cannot

help but think, sometimes, how pleasant it is ti

worship 111 the hemic congregation compared tc

the hardships on the frontier.

2. From his own life. Many of the church

at home may indulge themselves in the mistak

en thought that a missionary has an easy, un-

concerned life. Look within. Who does not

)bes -thel by on of

Christian friends of like precious faith? Wr
has not felt the pangs of homesickness,— tl

longing to sec those yet loved and with whoi

But now the months come and go, and the only

these former associates. This lack of Chris-

tian companionship is no small dark spot in

the life of a missionary.

The missionary is also concerned about the

family that gathers around his knee; for he is a

man of God and hence is not striving to pre-

vent bringing up children (or the Lord and in

the Lord. As he looks into their upturned eyes,

he instinctively compares the exceedingly poor

the evils they are exposed to, if sent to school

on the frontier, with the carefully-graded

schools at home, well supplied with good in-

structors, and surrounded by excellent moral

and religious influences. He thinks of sending

them away to some place where they wilt en-

good educational advantages, but his heart
sinks within him because the church, for his

frontier labors, gives him barely his living, and
uld be useless to ask that he might have
is to educate his children. A heart-ache,

r trickles down over his cheek in behalf of

his children, and he turns his eyes up and asks
God for an increase of faith in this .lark hour.

Time wears on, and he and his good wife.

who has so faithfully seconded his efforts, ire

growing old. They have given their prime of

life for the good of the cause, have received a

support during that time, and had no opportu-
nity to lay by anything for old age. Old age is

sure to come, though, unless God mercifully

calls them to their reward earlier. They turn

to the Book and read that his children are not

called upon to beg bread, and yet they look up-

on the church and see her " too-often-cold

"

treatment of her aged poor, and again turn to

God from the throbbing chambers of the heart.

with a fervent prayer, "Oh God, it it is thy will,

remove us hence before we feel the pain oi old

age and poverty together: yet if thou wilt that

we should endure, then give us more faith that

3, From the attitude of the church. What!
A dark side from the church standpoint! In-

deed, from tins view there is too often discour-

agement! The missionary is closely connected

to the church. He is her representative. She
has sent him. He depends upon her for support.

She has pledged, in the very act of sending
him, that she wilt support his work. Obedient
to the command of Christ, trusting on His pre-

cious promises, and depending upon the church

for support, he has gone forth to represent her

where she is not known. When he started out

the church rallied around him and supported

the work liberally, but, after a time, she (alls

back into indifference and he learns of it. The,

Mission Board calls for funds, in order to push

the cause in the field, but somewhat in vail

He knows the. Committee must retrench and n

fuse earnest calls, because of lack of fund

This retards the work for which he has so ca

nestly been laboring and praying. This is dii

couraging, but it is not all. He knows that

the church is not supporting the work, she i

iiot praying for it, either. He feels the loss of

sympathy. The cord that lifts souls, separated

by distance, is severed; the power from fervent

righteous prayer is missed and he (eels it keen

ly. Add to this the criticism on missions, sr

freely indulged in by some, much of which it

based on incorrect knowledge, or no knowledge

of missions whatever, and place with this the

unkind and unjust reflection that a missionary

has an easy time of it, and one has some idea

of the dark side from this standpoint. Reflect-

ing on this thought for a moment, it is, indeed

sad that the church that sent the worker to the

field should ever give reason for any discour-

agement.

But look at the bright side. Ill the field he

may see the gradual development of a bcltei

life and be encouraged, now and then, by re

ceiving one or more into the fold. But as it is

not appointed that a man should reap all the

fruits of his own labors, he goes to his reward

after seeing little of the real results.

Within himself and his home he has the con-

sciousness that he has tried, in his weakness, to

represent the church which sent him, and ful-

fill the command of Christ. This is worth

much to htm. He enjoys the presence of

Christ, so precious lo every believer. Herein

Ires his strength and stay.

His sacrifices of home and kindred, his labors

and influence all have a healthful bearing upon

the church, let it be small or great. His sacri-

fice begets interest in missions in the hearts of

many. And when life's labors are over, though

he cannot lie down to die, surrounded by his

broad acres and comfortable home, he has the

assurance within that he has done what he

could. He knows that a rest remains for him

with the people of God. These views of the

bright si.le may seem small in this life, but

they shall be enlarged as he comes nearer the

eternal joys that await all those who have

loved and sacrificed for the cause while here

below. <i. b.

CEDAR RAPIDS NOTES.

—LAST Sunday ( March 28) our Sunday school

attendance was the largest yet. Several chil-

dren, kept away on account of sickness, seemed

happy to return. There were also some new

faces. After an interesting review we had a

wide-awake Children's meeting, conducted by

Bro. Yearout. How the little faces brightened,

as we tried to tell them the old story ol the
cross in new words. As 1 looked over the
group, I wondered if the order, throughout,

1 Quid i"- exi < lied in an) Sunday school, Quite
number of parents were m attendance, S e

of them for the lirst tune. A special collection

taken. The children seemed anxious to

it go to the Smyrna Orphanage, and it

so decided. The amount was over Si.oo.

ve wondered how the Lord would counl it,

(or there were many " miles."

Sunday evening V

and the attend.

Bro. > earoui 1 ame 1

cral, who
ular attendants.

—Another member
by letter at our last c<

months, will siinii
i uit

1 an excellent scr-

s the largest since

1 November. Sev-

h.u e become reg

s added to OUr miinlu 1

cil. Bro. D. I-, Miller

en nbseM for several

previous to the regular

Amid the trials and difficulties, incident to

city mission work, it is encouraging, at all

times, to receive letters assuring us that we
have the prayors of God's faithful in many
parts of the Brotherhood.

Stf Division St.

MISSION WORK IN BUTLER, STODDARD
AND MISSISSIPPI COUNTIES,

MISSOURI.

At our regular appointment, the second Sun.

day in March, at Poplar Bluff, one more pre-

cious soul was received by baptism and one re-

claimed. Two others have ved in, making
fourteen in all. The prospcctB .ire encourag-

ing.
,

March 20 Bro. A. 1'. Petert act ponied

me to Dexter, Stoddard C tty, where a few

members are living, and where we have been

holding meetings regularly once a month, since

last (all. Sunday we organized a Sunday
school, with Mm. w. I'. Richards as Supcriii

tendeut. Monday we buried two precious Souls

with Christ by baptism, This is the first fruits

of our labor at this place. The baptism drew

a large congregation.

March 27— the railroad being covered with

water and trams not running, 1 rowed a boat

six miles against a cold wind, ami til C 11

walked six miles to my appointment in Missis-

sippi County, walking ami rowing hack again

March 20, through a cold rain. I [ere are fields

white for the harvest. Brother, will you come
and help us? You will find hardships to en-

dure. Brother, what arc you doing? Arc yon

at ease in /ion? "Go into all the world."

"Come over into Macedonia [Missouri] and

THE BRETHREN'S MISSION, CHICAOO.
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The new churchhouse at Germantown, Pa., is to

be dedicated May 16 The dedicatory services will

be followed by a series of doctrinal sermon*, clos-

ing with a love feast May 27.

The applicants at Cando, N. D , who applied for

membership during a recent series of meetings,

were baptized a few days ago, Nineteen were bap-

tized, and two others await the initiatory rite.

publication iftould be lejill.ly '.mien with black

Mount Morris, III., April 17, 1807-

Bko A. W. Ha
Waukee, Iowa, tc

hanges his addn

N. Dak.

meetings in the City of Baltii

Some one sends interesting news from the Sugar

>eek church, Mich , but fails to give his name.

v. of Meyerhoeffers Stoi

: addressed at Montevide
Bko, H. C. EAB

should hereafter 1

State.

The DistrictMeeting for Southern Ohio will be

held May 18. instead of May 8, as stated editorially

Bko. I. D. Parker, who is yet in California, ex

pects to return to his home in Elkhart, Ind., th(

25th of this month.

Bko. D. F. Stoufper is to have charge of the

music at the coming Annual Meeting. This insures

good singing and plenty of it.

The District Meeting of Middle Missouri will be

held in the Mound church, Bates Co., April 29 and

30; the Ministerial Meeting the 28th.

Bko. J. II. Miller recently closed a series of

meetings in Howard County, Ind., with eleven- ac-

cessions. Others would have entered the church,

but they were hindered.

Bro. Samu !t Mukkav, Mexico, Ind., seems to be

improving in health, and, two weeks ago, wi s able

to preach a very interesting sermon in the large

church, near where he lives.*

Last week one of our oarnest members sent in

Sj-SO to start a mission in China. This will at least

give the fund a start, and we know "that great

aks fn . little

We regret to learn of the illness of Bro. Albert

Hollmger, of Washington, D. C. He is suffering

with erysipelas. Bro. S. F. Sanger filled his ap-

pointment for him the 3rd inst.

Tin-, peop'e of Northern Illinois were considera-

bly surprised, last Saturday morning, to find the

ground covered with snow. A snow in April is not

a very common occurrence in this latitude.

We suggest that the Clerks of our District Meet-
ings, in all parts of the Brotherhood, have t

Minutes printed at the Messenger office. We are

not only prepared to do good work, but our long
experience in this line enables us to do the work in

a creditable manner. Orders of this kind, from our
people, will receive prompt attention.

Let a report from all the Di-trict Meet-

as soon as possible, and do not fail to give the

*s of elders selected to serve on the Standing

mittee. It is important that we have these

Until further notice, Bro. J. C. Lahman should

be addressed at Abbottstown, Pa., instead of Haw-
thorn, Kla. On leaving the " land of flowers," he

writes us that everything seems to be in a prosper-

ous condition.

Writing from Kearney, Nebr., Bro. S. M Forney

says, an unusual amount of rain is falling in that

part of the West this spring, and that, in places, it

is so wet as to greatly retard the farmers in some of

their work. Much rain for the West is generally a

good indication.

Some one writing from Middletown, Ind., but

failing to affix his name to the communication, or-

ders the Messenger sent to a person at Muncie.

Should this come to the notice of the writer, he will

please favor us with his name, so we can send the.

chandise ordered.

THii country is full of Sunday school helps of all

grades and kinds, and many eSorts will be made to

work those from other churches and publishing

houses into our schools. We urge upon our people

the importance of using the Brethren's helps in all

of the schools in the Brotherhood. This is a mat-

ter of importance for several reasons. In the first

place, we are sure that the doctrine is well guarded

in the supplies »e publish. Secondly, it is impor-

tant that we encourage the business conducted in

our inteiest. Furthermore, by the use of our helps

the schools are kept in touch with our literature,

and the pupils are not liable to be led astray by

them. We trust that our people will see to it, that

these helps find their way into every Brethren

school in the land, where helps are desired. There

may be more in this than some are prepared to ad-

mit, hence we ask them to give the matter due con-

sideration. Our prices are low, and the publica-

tions are in excellent shape. In some respects,

they are probably superior to anything in the mar-

ket in the Sunday school line. We will take pleas-

ure in sending samples to Sunday school?, desiring

to examine our publications with a view of intro-

ducing them.

THE RESURRECTION THE CROWNING EVENT.

The several Easter articles, appearing in this

issue, will be read with both interest and profit.

Easter stands out very prominently in the Christian

world, because of its relation to the resurrection of

Jesus from the dead. On Christmas we celebrate

the birth of our Savior into this world, but on

Easter we celebrate his birth from the grave. His

coming into the world was important, but his res-

urrection is of still more importance, for, had Jesus

not risen from the dead, we would yet be in our

sins, with no hope of the life beyond the grave.

It is remarkable that the time of the birth of Je-

sus is not given in the Sacred Writings with suffi-

cient care to enable even the most careful Bible

students to determine, with any degree of certain-

ly, even the month in which the event occurred.

And it is also remarkable how little the apostles, in

their preaching, had to say concerning the event.

But when it comes to his resurrection, the time is

given with all the care that could be desired, so

that we may know, not only the season of the year

when the risen Lord came from the tomb, but we
know the very day, and almost the very hour, We
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are, therefore, safe in saying that it was early on

Easter Sunday that the Redeemer of the world

arose from the grave, and appeared alive to many
who became living eye-witnesses of the fact.

The Christian world, however, makes more of

Christmas than Easter; but not so with the apostles

and other early Christians. They went everywhere

preaching the doctrine of the resurrection. In fact,

the resurrection of Jesus from the dead was the

leading theme of their preaching. They felt that

the whole Christian cause hung on that one event.

To know and prove that Christ actually did rise

from the dead, was to settle, in the minds of the

people, every question relating to his divinity and

the authority of his mission. This was keenly felt

by those who arranged to have the tomb guarded

by soldiers. He had said that he would be put to

death, and then arise the third day. Fearing that

the disciples would take the body from the tomb,

conceal it, and then proclaim the resurrection,

prompted the authorities at Jerusalem to take steps

to prevent a fraud of this kind. But the attempt to

overthrow the cause, in this way, proved a decided

help, for the unbelieving soldiers became the very

first witnesses of the resurrection.

In the face of well-planned hinderances, Jesus

not only arose from the dead, but he showed him-

self, time after time, to persons in different locali-

ties, so as to make the.fact clear, beyond the possi-

bility of a doubt, in the minds of the people. He
appeared unto several of the women, to the apos-

tles, and at one time to above five hundred of the

brethren. He even appeared unto Paul. In fact, a

better attested event than the resurrection is not

mentioned in the Sacred Writings. So clearly was

this established in the minds of the early Chris-

tians, that there was no ground whatever for doubt-

ing it.

Under these circumstances, well might the early

preachers dwell with force on the resurrection. It

was the one burning theme on which they dis-

coursed everywhere, both among the learned and

the unlearned. To convince the people that they

were correct on this one point, was to make con-

verts of them, and the means of leading them to

accept the whole of the Christian religion, with all

of its rites and duties. Those early preachers

made much of this, the crowning event in the Sav-

ior's life upon the earth. In comparison to it his

birth was a minor consideration. But when his

death on the cross was witnessed by thousands, and

he was placed in the sealed tomb, guarded by a

band of resolute soldiers, and then to come alive

from the tomb, and show himself to hundreds, was

a circumstance which carried with it a force that

was irresistible. No wonder, we repeat, that the

earnest preacher made so much of the event of

events. And we suggest that it would be well,

even in these modern times, if the preachers of the

cross would dwell with more care and emphasis on

this occurrence, which lies at the very foundation of

the whole Christian superstructure. j. h. m.

MEETINGHOUSES.

For years it has occurred to us that some of our

people have at least one wrong idea concerning

missionary work in cities, towns and villages. We
refer to the prime necessity of a meetinghouse as a

means of building up a church. That a house is

important, as well as a great help, in a work of this

kind, is not to be doubted for one moment; but back

of this is a consideration of still more importance,

and that is an earnest and energetic worker, who

cannot be affected by a few minor discouragements.

Observations among other denominations, as well

as among our own people, have led to this conclu-

sion. A missionary of energy and faith, in any of

the ordinary cities and towns, will not only find

a place for his people to assemble and worship,
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but he will find the people, if they are in the place,

and then inspire them by his deep-seated convic

tion and earnestness. He will not talk -meeting-

house to them until he is sure they are ready for it;

but he will talk Gospel, salvation and Christian de-

velopment. His aim will be to gather enough into

a little flock to justify the expenditure necessary to

purchase ground and erect a house of worship.

He will not be in a hurry about the house, but

he will be more concerned about converting the

people, and finding such as he can reach with

his simple yet earnest way of preaching.

And as the months and years go by, he should

teach his people that they must not depend too

much on the Mission Boards, or on other people

and other churches for means to keep the work go-

ing, and to build a meetinghouse, but that they

must be self-reliant enough to do their utmost to

help themselves. It is just as unwise to teach the

members at mission points that they must depend

upon others to furnish all the money to procure for

them spiritual food and spiritual comforts, as it is

to teach grown-up children that they may continue

to look to their parents for their living. It is won-

derful to what extent a man of faith may inspire

his congregation along this line.

As a missionary walks the streets of a city or a

town, he must not think too much about the fine

houses of worship, owned by other denominations,

nor of their large congregations, but he should

glory in the fact that he is preaching the whole

Gospel, and that he is preparing a people who can

face the open Bible at the judgment. A mission-

ary of this kind can make his people feel happy in

any kind of a room they can procure, and observa-

tion teaches us that this is the very kind of men
other denominations push out to work up missions.

We read of a preacher who rented an old, unused

carpenter shop. He not only helped to fix up the

interior of the shop so as to make it convenient and

look cozy, but he went among the people, invited

them to the services, and then he did some most

earnest preaching; and inside of a year he had the

old shop full of earnest listeners. He was full of

faith, and his people caught his inspiration. In

course of time a subscription was started for a

meetinghouse. With what was subscribed, and a

little help from their Mission Board, a convenient

house was erected,

This is something like our idea of opening up

missions all over this country. We want to first

find men of faith, put them in the field, sustain

them, give them plenty of tracts, and let them

work up the points entrusted to them. They

ought to be men who can neither be bluffed, fright-

ened or discouraged. Such men will find a place

to hold their meetings without the Mission Board

spending days hunting one for them. If a congre-

gation can be gathered, large enough to make a

house necessary, then the Board may consider the

propriety of helping them to construct a house of

worship. But we do want to get this notion out of

the minds of the missionaries, and the people, too,

that a meetinghouse is the first and most important

consideration in building up a mission point, Jesus

preached three years, and never talked meeting-

house once. Paul founded scores of churches, all

over the East, and never once named meeting-

house. The same might be said of all the other

apostles, They preached the Gospel, converted

the people, organized them into congregations, and

then the meetinghouse problem solved itself when

the people got ready for it. Our early Brethren,

in Germany, as well as in this country, worked on

the same principle. The meetinghouse came in as

an after-consideration. Houses of worship are all

right, and a great convenience, but it may be that

people are -placing just a little too much dependence

in them as a means of grace, as well as a means of

ONE-SIDED JUDOMENT.

If every idle word is to be accounted for in the

day of judgment, how about unkind, censorious

words, carrying insinuations that are far from the

truth? An idle word, spoken in thoughtless mood
and jest, may carry no sting; but not so with the

unkind word which wounds the heart. How prone
we are, and the "we "here refers to members of

the church, when we hear something about one of

our number, not to our liking, to pass judgment,

condemn, and set the tongue wagging against our

brethren or sisters; and this all unknown to them!
Thev have not even had an opportunity to be heard

in self defense, The evil report is accepted on a

one-sided statement and passed along as if it were

the truth.

"With what judgment ye judge, ye shall be

judged," said Jesus, and he could not have uttered

a stronger protest against hasty, one-sided judging.

The honest, fair-minded man, though not a Chris-

tian, never gives judgment on a one-sided hearing.

How much less should Christian brethren so judge

one another! If God so judges us, looking only at

our worst side, how shall we escape?

A brother recently wrote us concerning unkind

and injurious reports that were being circulated.

When the facts were given him he said: "I never

saw a clearer exemplification of the adage, 'There

are two sides to every question,' than I have found

in this." If every one would follow our brother's

rule, and get both sides before judging, how many
bitter, unkind, untruthful words would he left un-

said, and there would be so many less to be ac-

counted for in the day of judgment,

Hasty, one-sided judgment always reveals our

own weakness. He who is censorious and judges

hastily, gives a sign of an evil heart, He really

says, " If I had been in the brother's place, who is

under censure, I would have done the evil that is

attributed to him, therefore he must be guilty."

How severely David judged the man described by

Nathan, and yet he was the man. In his own heart

was concealed a sin manifold greater than taking

a pet lamb from a poor man, worth but a dollar or

two, for which the law provided an ample restitu-

tion. David said, " Kill the man," and he himself

was an adulterer and murderer.

How the broad-phylacteried, form-loving, hypo-

critical Pharisee judged the poor publican, and yet

the latter went down justified in the sight of God,

while he, who judged him, was likened to a whited

sepulchre, beautiful to look upon, but full of dead

men's bones and the stench of foul corruption.

As we judge so shall we be judged. There is a

law of reciprocity laid down in these words, from

which there is no possible escape. We can never

get away from the consequences of rasri, hasty

judgment, We are sure to receive in kind such as

we give. A man shall reap that which he sows.

The rule is inflexible, and as certain as death.

The man who digs a pit for his fellow, falls into

it himself. Ishmael's hand is against every man,

and the same law turns every mans hand against

him. Joab, David's most faithful captain, could

not escape the working of this law, and Hainan's

body tested the height and strength of the gallows

he had erected for another. We may rest assured,

that, either in this world or the next, and, more than

likely, in both, we shall feel the force of this law.

But some say, "We may judge a tree by its

fruit." Jesus says, " By their fruit ye shall know

them," not judge them. Knowing a thing, and

judging hastily a brother's actions, are essentially

different. Jesus condemned the Pharisee for judg-

ing according to appearances, and told him to

"judge righteous judgment." Hasty, one-sided

censorious judgment can never be righteous, as he

who indulges in it will find out some day to his sad

cost. 0< '
M '

WARS MUST END.

FROM the night that the angels above the Judean
hills sang, "On earth peace, and good will toward
men," the anti-war principles have been pro-
claimed, and must ultimately prevail. Christianity
has always been opposed to war. The New Testa-
ment is an uncompromising anti-war document.
In every age, devout men, with this book in hand,
have declared that war is unchristian, inhuman and
unreasonable, and during the last one hundred
years this sentiment has been increasing. We look
for it to banish war as effectually as slavery and
persecution have been banished from civilized na-

But other forces, besides Christianity, are coming
to the support of the anti-war and the anti-military

spirit. Machinery is playing havoc with the war
spirit, for nations are preparing oh every hand to
kill men by machinery. With a gatling gun a (ew

whole regiment of soldiers. With the immense
steel rifles, throwing steel balls, weighing eight
hundred pounds, vessels may be sunk fifteen miles

out at sea. Great charges of dynamite may be
hurled into immense forts, and tear everything into

atoms in less time than it takes to write these lines.

So, from a scientific standpoint, war is becoming a

ible thing. It is shocking to the most daring of

Then the enormous war debts arc startling the

nations. They hardly dare fight, and yet they go
on improving their implements of war, increasing

their immense navies and standing armies until the

enormous debts are crushing the very life out of

the people. The governments cannot long endure

such a terrible pressure. The thing must soon

stop, or there will be a startling crash. Then the

commercial interests of nations are forming busi-

ness ties that cannot, and will not, tolerate war.

Money is getting to be king, and the moi.ey-mak-

ing element cannot afford to have its business

stopped by national struggles.

But now comes another element in opposition to

war, that, in this age of free speech and the printing

press, is likely to play an important part. It is the

human conscience, without reference to religious

belief. Van der Weer, a Hollander, gives his rea-

sons for refusing to join the national army. He
does not rest his conclusions on Christianity, but

on principles, that may be appropriated by men of

every belief, He says:

" I do not make any special profession of Chris-

tianity, nor claim to be any better than the gener-

ality of Christians, but I understand that the com-

mandment ['Thou Shalt not kill'] which I have

placed at the head of this letter is one that is agree-

able to the reasun and nature of man. I renounce

the military proiession, which, from a- boy, I have

learned to consider as the science of murder. I ab-

hor the idea of killing men in obedience to orders—

without having any desire or cause for doing so—

a

proceeding against which my conscience revolts.

There is not, to my mind, a meaner thing in the

world than to take up the profession of killing and

wounding one's fellow creatures. I have even be-

come a vegetarian, so great is my repugnance to

taking life in any form; and now, should I be

obliged to turn soldier, I should be compelled, in

obedience to orders, to shoot my inoffensive fellow

men; for I know that a soldier is not taught to han-

dle a gun merely with a view of practicing upon the

leaves and branches of trees.

" You will perhaps reply that a national army is

necessary for the preservation of national order.

Sir! I do not wish to preserve the existing order

of things. If society were well-ordered, in other

words, if society were in a healthy condition, with-

out any injustice in it; if it were impossible for one

man to be rolling in luxury while his neighbor is in

want of bre»d, thon society would preserve itself,"
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Tolstoi sees something far-reaching in the posi-

tion taken by a man who dares to refuse to take up

arms just because the killing of men is revolting to

his very nature. He seems to see the time when

this sentiment will increase, and men will not enter

the military ranks just because they think it is

wrong to deliberately murder human beings. Tol-

stoi thus comments;

"VanderWeer makes no special profession of

Christianity, but his course of action in this matter

is wholly based on Christian principles. He was

opposed to murder, therefore he refused to become

a soldier; he did not claim any superhuman author-

ity for the dictates of his conscience. From this

point of view his action is significant. Christianity

is not a sect which some mm acknowledge and

some not. but it is the light of truth that enlightens

the whole human race; it is worthy of acceptance,

not for its special rules and institutions, but because

it declares the. way for all mankind to walk in.

When a man acts well and reasonably, he is walk-

ing in the way of Christ's commandments. The di-

vine law of eighteen hundred years ago has become

the recognized human law of to-day. In this lies

the significance of Van der Weer's action.

"Christianity brought into the world the truth

that man can exist without having slaves. The

truth, clearly contained in the original teachings of

Christ, was yet not brought out till the latter part

of the eighteenth century. We know that famous

sages of old, Plato and Aristotle, modern thinkers,

Christian writers,—none of them dreamed of a hu-

man society existing without tyranny. Sir Thomas
More did not believe in the possibility of his own

Eutopia. At the beginning of the present century,

men could not think of humanity apart from war.

It was not till after the Napoleonic wars that the

thought took shape that mankind might perhaps

manage to exist without fighting, just as, about the

same time, the discovery was made that perhaps he

might be able to live without slaves. To-day there

are no more slave.s in Christendom; and we are liv-

ing in expectation of the time when there will be no

more fighting. We look for an emancipation of sol-

diers as well as of slaves; and even though armies

and warfare should not be destined to disappear at

once, wc shall yet maintain that war is doomed, be-

cause it is contrary to reason and morality.

"There are many signs that the time is at hand.

The difficulties into which all nations are plunged

by military emulation, the increase of taxation, the

discontent of the peoples, the wonderful improve-

ments in the construction of murderous weapons,

the combinations of diplomacy, the organization of

peace societies, the increasing dislike of military

service—what are these but the signs of an ap-

proaching abolition of armies? Of all these signs

the resistance to conscription laws is the most sig-

It is indeed gratifying to our people to now know
that, after contending so earnestly for peace princi-

ples, on the grounds of the New Testament teach-

ings, so many forces are coming to their aid. And
while we rejoice in the rapid growth of the anti-war

spirit, it is to be regretted that so many religious

journals in this land are not yet converted to the

doctrine of Christianity on this very important

question. i, h, H.

QUERISTS' DEPARTMENT.

"And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud
voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive
his mark in his forehead, or in his hand." Rev. 14: g, What
is the beast and his image and the mark?

U. W. Hosteti-er,

The trook of Revelation is so far beyond our

comprehension that we seldom venture an opinion

on any part of it, save some of the opening and
closing chapters. It reminds one of a mighty river,

shallow near-both shores, but of unknown depth in

the center. And since little boats should keep
near the shore, we must be excused for not ventur-

ing too far out into the deep.

Is it right to have a select choir, composed of members from

other denominations and worldlv people, to do the singing at

the funeral of a brother or sister? Wm. H. R.

While an unusual amount of liberty is generally

granted on funeral occasions, we caution our peo-

ple against carrying this liberty too far. If the

unconverted feel disposed to take part in the song

service, that is their privilege, but we need not

make special arrangements with them for that pur-

pose. Let us encourage those to lead in singing

who can do so with the spirit and the understand-

ing.

Is there a command in the New Testament for us to fast as

the people did under the old law? H. I. N.

In the New Testament there seems to be no spe-

cial command to fast, as was the case under the

former dispensation, and yet both Jesus and the

apostles fasted, and the tenor of the Gospel appears

to recommend the practice. See Acts 13: 2, 3; 14;

23; I Cor. 7: 5. Personally, we are dcidedly ir>favor

of fasting, as an individual act, as a preparation for

important spiritual duties.

:.

ease explain Luke 16:0, which reads, "And I say unto

Make to yourselves friends of the mammon of unright-

iliess; that, when ye fail, they may receive you into ever-

ng habitations." What is meant by these everlasting

tations? j. Snavely, Sb.

The Revised rendering is, " Make to yourselves

friend? by means of the mammon of unrighteous-

ness; that, when it shall fail, they may receive you

into the eternal tabernacles." By way of illustra-

tion, " eternal habitations," or " eternal taberna-

cles," is employed to designate heaven, or the final

and eternal abode of the saved.

An official is in debt to the value of all his property, but still

continues to go security, though requested by creditors not to

do so. He then pays security debts and lets his own creditors

sufier, and also gives occasion for people to doubt the honesty

of the Brethren. Is the church justifiable in relieving him of

his office? H.S. G.

All church officials should have a good report of

them that are without, as well as of those that are

within, and be noted for honesty and truthfulness,

and when they, by indiscreet conduct, lose their in-

fluence, and bring reproach, more or less, on the

fair name of the church, they should at least be re-

quested to resign their official position until they

succeed in regaining the confidence of both the

members and those who are not members. In fact,

they ought to do this of their own accord, without

being asked, But before an official can be relieved

of his office, against his desire, charges (in writing,

if possible) should be preferred against him, and

he have a regular trial before the church. But in

regard to the propriety of taking this course, in this

case, or other similar cases, consult adjoining elders

who have some knowledge of the party, as well as

the church in which he resides. Our aim, in this

department, is to discuss principles, and not cases.

To whom did Paul refer, in 2 Cor. 12: 2-5, when he says he
"knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago," etc.?

B. F. Weatherforii,

The man here referred to was doubtless Paul

himself, who, fourteen years before that time, had,

in some way, been taken " up into paradise," where

he heard things not lawful for him to utter. He
was the only minister, of whom we have any record,

who was permitted to spend a brief period in para-

dise prior to death.

ibers of

r social

It is quite common to permit them to do so, and,

so long as they do not abuse the privilege, we see

no more Gospel principle violated than in permit-

ting them to sing with us. As a rule, such people,

who attend our social meetings, mean it well, and,

by treating them kindly, we may win them over.

This does not refer to those who do not know how
to behave themselves in a prayer meeting, and are

a hindrance rather than a help. j. H. M.

Is any Gospel p mciple 1 iolated by allowing mei

other denomination v and then speak in 01

meetings? C. H. E

* HOME AND FAMILY*~

What is the Eas

Is it that Christ

EASTERTIDE.

message that rings in your heart, dear

risen, that forth from the grave he has

Ob, if the Easter blessing is yours, I pray you, share,

Share with some lonely heart to-day the sheaf of lilies you

Joyfully give of your very best to the one who needs it so.

And the Easter time, with its sweet sunshine, will make you

glad, I know.

Is there a soul whose light of faith has si<nk beneath the wave
Because God touched her and left her grieving beside a little

Oh, tell her the Easter story, dear, and weep with her too

And place in her hand a lily of peace in its radiant purity.

Is there

a 01 ,:

; waif whose piteous eyes haunt yours z

Ob, take him where Easter perfume ascends with the Easter

song,

And tell him the beautiful story of that far-off Sabbath day
When Christ arose from the slumbering dead when the stone

was rolled away.

Tis such a wonderful thing to tell! Ob, tell it with all

And God will bless your earnestness if you will do your part,

For lilies of peace will comfort bring, and words of love w

In Two Parts.—Part Two.

Dear young sisters, it is your blessed privilege

to live and bring up your families in this bright

noonday of the Gospel. The children, whose par-

ents are in our church, seem to be so susceptible to

good, wholesome instruction! How my heart is

drawn out to them! What a wealth of love and

care we ought to bestow upon them! Love is

heaven's own dialect,. A home wherein love dwells

is more to be desired than gold, yea, than much fine

gold. It will counteract, to a great extent, the

temptations to which the rising generation is ex-

posed. What a vantage ground mothers occupy, in

the midst of their families, around their own
hearthstone!

In our travels we have visited homes with rough

settings. We have greeted the patient mother and

learned to love her. We have pillowed her head

on our breast in her greatest sorrow.

Who will elevate and protect these humble

homes, as well as the more cultured homes, from

the seducer, whose ravages are becoming as dead

ly as the poisonous simoon that traverses the des-

erts of Africa? Home is a mystic word, implying

the family institution, lovingly throwing its arms

around the children, every one, and guarding them

from the tempter that walketh in darkness.

The prehistoric existence of the family is inter-

woven with creation itself, and Christian homes

shine out to-day with added beauty and luster be-

neath the rays of the midday Sun of Righteous-

ness, It is the sweetest symbol of heaven.

Mothers are the prime movers in the home.

How much we all mis<S them, in summer's heat or

in winter's cold! Mother is always busy! How
much the sphere of woman may be diversified, we

cannot say, but we are sure her first and noblest,

yea, holiest, mission is the sacred office of mother

and the fulfillment of the duties of home. On

these two,—wife and mother,—are based the whole

superstructure of society. The faithful mother may

find herself a cornerstone, or perhaps, a capstone

in that colossal edifice of woman's achievements.

While she has built up the highest ideal of home

life and the sweetest Christian life, she will, in her

noble sons, present to us, in the near future, the
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loftiest ideal of national life, who will cherish the
highest respect for the rights of all classes. Whet
that time comes the world will soon round out in'o

one bright millennial day, and the crown of toiling

motherhood will sparkle and shine with diadems
innumerable.

Ostrander, Ohio.

BY HOWARD MILLER.

W11 blc

had hoped
ur lives and

We magnify

sigh

ed thing hope is! Without it the
world would be a wailing place. The youth look
forward to man's estate, never knowing and incapa-
ble of understanding that theirs is the golden age,

that there is a time coming when the shadows are

all cast behind as they journey to the setting sun.

Then comes manhood, and its years of fitful dream-
ing as to what lies ahead. But it never comes. It

perishes as a dream and is gone. There will be a

day when it is all realized that there is nothing in

this life that is worth the living. We are all either

going to the show or coming from it. None of us

ever see it. We hope for it, and, though joy and
sorrow are mingled in our lives, the hour
when we know that our ideals will never I

ized. We learn late in life that we will m
rich, never be great, never build as <

We look back on the green spots in

realize that our best days are past,

their goodness. All of memory's geese
It makes men thoughtful and we turn with
from what might have been to what may be.

For all of this bitter taste left in our mouths,
who would deny the blessed gift of the gods to

hopeful youth? The time for weeping will come
fast enough; let them laugh while they can. It is

all to come for them and it will never be as they
dream.

Happy is he, who, chastened and quieted in the
failing race, looks skyward. Outside the gates of

Jerusalem a Roman captain watched a man die on a

cross. That, and he who died, is the one and the
real hope of the world. It is true that we must die

as the world calls it, but death is the key that un-

locks the gates of life eternal. That this is not
equally futile, the last words of the dying attest.

The difference between the life hereafter and the
life we live is that one hopes for something better

and the other is the gift of the best. This feeling

is age old. Centuries before the time of Christ
the Greek philosophers taught that no man should
consider himself happy till he had passed away.

The spring time is on us. On a thousand hills

the mystery of vegetation awakening to life is to be
seen. Under the dead and frozen earth it slept till

the quickning sun woke it to life. Out of death
life. Even so with you and me. When the fitful

dream called living has passed, in the life to come
are peace and rest,

Now that thou art come into thy kingdom, dear
Lord, remember both him who reads and writes!

Lewisburg, Pa.

COMPANIONSHIP IN MARRIED LIFE.

" If you wish to be a good companion to your
husband, study to make each 'Good morning' that

you say to him an incentive to a better life," is

Ruth Ashmore's advice to young women, whom she
addresses upon "The Profession of Marriage" in

the April Ladies' Home Journal. " Learn to make
each 'Good-night' a benediction of love for the

day's work, the day's loving and the day's sympa-
thy. Look for his good qualities. He is like you
in having faults; with very little trouble you can
find these faults, and by talking about them and
reminding him of them, you can make your mar-
ried life unendurable. You can bring about heart-

burnings, you can cause strife, and, before you know
it, hatred may take the place of love. Look for
his virtues, and. seeking always for goodness, you
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will grow better every day. just as certainly as
would grow bad if you looked only for that which
was wicked. Remember there is much that will
have to be forgiven in you, and whenever you feel
inclined to remind Tom of a weakness, read the
book in which are set down your foibles and your
follies. A woman who, even after her marriage,
carefully studies her profession, can make her hus-
band what she wishes him to be. Everything that
is good is contagious, and the right kind of a wife
makes the right kind of a husband.

" Respect the rights of your husband; he is a
man, not a child, and how can the world honor
him, when you, who are his closest companion, do
not? Do not, even in jest, deride or underrate
him. People are slow about deciding when one is

jesting, or when one is in earnest. And what you
meant to be funny, may cause some stupid person
to say, ' How horrid Tom must be! Why, his wife
says dreadful things about him! '

"

From the Woodbury Church, Baltimore, Md.

Recently we w
given good, plain,

brethren who cam
assured that we w>

visits, and that thi

ry spirit is growin,

by at least

;

ire paid several visits and '

practical sermons by ministering

: to the city. They can go away
:re greatly encouraged by thei

:ir efforts were not in vain.

J to know that the true mission;

ijdst, tested

few, who have come to a n
and seem to know the importance of Matt. 10: 42.

Our Young People's Meeting is growing in num-
bers and interest, and the house to-house song serv-

ices, conducted by Bro. Jos. J. Ellis, are largely at-

tended, and an unusual interest is manifested lately.

Only a few days ago the writer was asked what
kind of people the Dunkers are, and what kind of

religion the Dunker religion is. I handed the ques-

tioner the following tracts: " The Brethren or Dun-
kers," " The House We Live In," and " Why I Love
my Church." We should furnish the desired infor-

mation whenever it is possible for us to do so.

Sister Harman, wife of Bro. Louis Harman, one
of our deacons, has been bodily afflicted for some
time past, and is not able to meet in public, with

the brethren and sisters. She earnestly craves the
prayers of the righteous.

J. S. Law,
407 St. Paul St., March yo.

Pacific Coast Meetings.

The California and Arizona Ministerial Meeting
in the Brethren's churchhouse, 238 South Hancock
Street, Los Angeles, Cal., March 24, was marked
with more than usual fervency in the Spirit, and a

commendable degree of excellent word-thought.

Eld, J. S. Mohler was Moderator, and S. C. Urey,

Reading Clerk. The program embraced the grow-
ing interest in congregational work, the winning of

souls to the "all things" of Jesus, true revival

work, pulpit decorum, spiritual growth of young
members, and consecration of members.

This edifying work was -followed in the evening

by the assignment of eighteen questions to differ-

ent ministers. They were answered with prompt-
ness and to the upbuilding of devout hearts.

March 25 the District Meeting convened at

the same place. Eld. J. S. Mohler was chosen

Moderator, E. A. Miller, Reading Clerk, and D. A.

Assistant Secretary. Missionary work
principal work of the day. Bro. S. C
located at Colton, and Bro. B. F. Mas-
Pomona, to build up the cause. Bro. P. S.'

is chosen, subject to the General Mission-

nittee, for work in California and Arizona.

were taken to hold a Bible School and

missionary meeting in the central part of this city,

the latter part qf November, at which meeting ag-

nittee of Ar-

P. S. Myers,

Urey v,

Myers

ary Co
Steps

gressive work will be done. A Co
rangements, consisting ot brcthrei
Homer M. Baker and J. D. Buckwal
and a Committee on Program and Course "oTln-

fTl-T SdeCted
'

Brethren S
'
G

'
L'hni",

E. A Miller, and another brother, were chosen.
The object IS to carry on Gospel work not less than
one week, in the form of preaching, Bible school
work, Sunday school Normal work, singing and
other means of miking known the love of God to
man. It is to be hoped that at this meeting, by
the united efforts of the members of California and
Arizona, such measures will be carried out as will
demonstrate the utility, wisdom, and energy, which
are essential to city mission work. The churches
seem to enter into this effort, more fully to spread
the Gospel in this great and growing city.- made
up of many nationalities, almost like at Jerusalem
on Pentecost. We trust some earnest, apt teachers
from the East will grace the work with their pres-
ence and helpfulness, If desired, the readers will
be kept advised of the progress and result of this
good work. With prayerful hearts and the wisdom
of God, it will succeed to his glory.

M. M. Eshelman,

From the James Creek Church, Pn.

Bre

us, Br

while

.. J. B.

home.

:en from Huntingdon began meetings at
is church March 6, and continued till March 21,
0. J. B. Brumbaugh, wife and daughter, remained
th us most of the time, and, while laboring for

en sick and thought best to
;thren labored earnestly, and,
additions, we trust the seed

sown will spring up and bring forth fruit, We feel
strengthened and encouraged to press forward in
the good work.

Could we have more such good meetings, we be-
lieve much good would be accomplished.
At our last quarterly council, Bro. H. B. Brum-

baugh was appointed elder of our congregation dur-
ing the disability of Eld. Geo. Brumbaugh, who is

afflicted with paralysis. Bro. George and 1

nest prayers and sympathies of the

aflliction.

'ife have

church
1 (.-org .induring

Sunday school yesterday. Bro. I. B. Brumbaugh,
our former Sunday school Superintendent, was
re-elected. We continue to hold weekly prayer
meetings. Though but few in number take part in

these meetings, many manifest their interest by
their presence and attention.

Priscilla S, Brumbaugh.
March 22.

From Waynesboro, Pa.

Our of meetings, which continued from
March 4 to March 22, was very fruitful. Bro. Si-

las Hoover, of Bills, Somerset Co., Pa„ labored with
us very faithfully. During the greater part of this

time, the meetings were well attended and an inter-

est was manifested both by friends and members.
It was a joyous time to all, and we feel that the

church has been much built up and the members
have been greatly strengthened.

March 14, after a very impressive sermon by our

brother, six precious souls were buried with Christ

in baptism.

Encouraged by this manifestation of God's work-
ing among us, we continued the meetings yet a lit-

tle longer, knowing that there were others who were
almost persuaded. This effort was not in vain, as

each evening of that week, with one exception,

there were others who confessed their willingness

to follow the blessed Jesus.

March 21 we assembled at the Antietam house, a

mile from town, and, after a short service, seventeen

more were added to the church by baptism, making,

in all, twenty-three accessions,—seven sisters and

sixteen brethren.

The following evening our services closed. This

evening we felt both glad and sad,—glad that our

meetings had been so fruitful, sad that there were

yet those outside the kingdom whom, we feel,

should have been brought in.

SUDIE M. WlNGERT.
March 29.
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Notes x from x our x Correspondents.

ILLINOIS.

Cole Greek Church.—Our Sunday school was or-

ganized April 5, with Bro. Angle Negly as Su-

perintendent. Our minister is making every effort

to have an interesting school this coming season.—

Lulu M. Negley, Fairvitw, III ,
April 5.

Mansfield.—We held our regular quarterly coun-

cil April 3. Our elder, John Harnhart, not being

able to be with us, Eld. D. B. Gibson presided over

the meeting. Two letters were granted, and two

were reclaimed.—Bernice Aslimore, April 6.

Oakley.—This church met in quarterly council

March 2c, Two were received by letter and four

were granted letters. Bro. A. J.
Nickey was chos-

en delegate to Annual Meeting. Bro. Henry

Frantz has been engaged to hold a series of meet-

ings for us early this fall.—D.J. Blickcnstajf, March

3>-

Chicago.—About thirty-five members communed

at our meeting on Sunday evening, in the presence

of the largest number of spectators ever attending

one of our love feasts in the City. We also admit-

ted another member by baptism, making thirteen

by baptism inside the last twelve

-W. R. Miller, April 6.

regular quarterly council con-

clemency of the

elected delegate

im Bingaman as

account of i

d Troxel was

with Bro. At

; had the pleasure of hearing

from Bro. Geo. W. Cripe, of

lome from his work in the mis-

Eel River Church.—March 20 our church met in

pceial council. The visit reported the church in a

healthy condition spiritually. This was the last

meeting held in the old church. March 24 a num-

r of the brethren met to remove the old build-

g. Work on the basement for the new structure

11 begin at once, and will be pushed forward as

it as possible. The new house will be construct-

of brick and stone. The Brethren have or-

nized the Sunday school at the East house with

0. George Mishler and wife as Superintendents.

— C. C. Arnold, March 27.

IOWA.

South River.—The members here met in quar-

terly council April 3. All business was disposed of

pleasantly. We decided to hold our love feast

June 4. Bro. Bailey, our elder, was with us and

preached two sermons on Sunday. On account of

bad roads, no meeting was held at night.

—

Etta

Archer, Osceola, Iowa, April 5.

Pleasant Prairie.—This church met in quarterly

council April 3. Considerable business was dis-

posed of in a pleasant 1

ive a love feast June

series of meetings, c

Miller and I. N. H.

harvest, if their servic

manner. We decided to

12 and 13; also to have

Dnducted by brethren D.

Bcahm. immediately aft-

s can be had at that time.

Cerrogordo.—Our regular quai

vened April I. There were not

present as usual, on

weather. Bro. Dav

to Annual Meeting,

alternate. We hav

some good sermons

late. He has been

sion field, on account of sickness in his family.—i?.

E. Burger, April J.

INDIANA.

Clear Oreek Church—We held' our quarterly

council March 20. Bro. Dorsey Hodgden was

elected delegate to District Meeting. We decided

to hold our Communion meeting Sept. 18 at 2 P.

M. Bro. Peter Stuckman will commence a series

of meetings Sept. irj. Our Sunday school was or-

ganized with Bro. Warren Shock, Superintendent.

—

John H. Christian, Koanotc, Ind., April 5.

Syracuse.—One came into the church by bap-

tism since we last reported. The time appointed

for holding our spring love feast is Saturday, May

15, at 5 P. M. The surrounding congregations are

cordially invited to be with us. Sister Jennie Cul-

lers, of Ohio, is teaching a large class in vocal mu-

sic at this place. Our Sunday school in Syracuse

is increasing in attendance and interest.

—

L. A. Ncj},

April 6.

Middle Fork Church.—Bro. G. B. Ileeter, of

North Manchester, recently held a short series of

meetings at New Hope. The meetings were inter-

esting, the preaching was good, and, while there

were no accessions, we believe some good was done.

Our quarterly council was held yesterday. Bro. J,

L. Hazlett was elected delegate to Annual Meeting

Brethren Samuel Mohler and A. A. Neher were

chosen delegates to District Meeting —JohnE. Mots-

ger, Edna Mills, Ind., March 26.

Monticello.—This church met in regular quarter

ly council March 27. It was one of the saddest

meetings to the members for two reasons: (1) On
account of Eld. D. Dilling's wife having

March 25; (2) because we were obliged to bid

well to two families who are going to North Dako-

ta. One is J. A. We:
other is John Culp, a

was present and took

business all passed off nicely. The
mously elected Bro. David Dilling a

Dilling was also elected as deleg

al Meeting. Bro. A. R. Bridge is

District Meeting. Our love feast is

May 15, at 4 P. M. Bro. Dilling a

—Mrs. C. H. Maust, Struble, Iowa, April 5.

Rock Grove.—There had been no resident minis-

ter at this place up to March 24, when Bro. O. J.

Beaver, of Fredericksburg, Iowa, moved here, who
expects to make his home with us. This church is

under the charge of Bro. J. F. Eikenberry, of

Greene. Our Sunday school was organized March

28, with Bro. R. M. Shook as Superintendent. We
have quite encouraging prospects for a good

school. — Nellie G. Beaver, Nora Springs, Iowa,

March 2Q.
KANSAS.

regula

the only ministers

R, Bridge, April 2.

Bro. D. P. Shively

of the meeting. The
:hurch unani-

i elder. Bro.

te to Annu-
r delegate to

appointed for

nd the writer

1 large territory.

—

A.

North Solomon. — We met

March 27. (Juite a number of members were ab-

sent, on account of the distance to the place of

council Our members live in Smith, Osborne,

Mitchell and Rooks Counties. Our elder, Lewis

Lerew, presided over the meeting. Two queries go

District Meeting; also two delegates,—Eld.

line and the writer. The church decided to

make a strong effort to build a churchhouse this

:h we so much need.—Philip Landis, Os-

borne, Kavs., April 5.

Chapman Creek. — This church assembled in

quarterly council on Saturday. March 20 Eld. C.

H. Brown and Bro. A. Shatto, from the Abilene

church, were with us, and gave us words of encour-

agement. We had considerable business bet'ore the

meeting. Bro. C. C. Brown is our delegate to Dis-

trict Meeting. He also represents our church at

Annual Meeting. Eld. Brown preached a very able

sermon for us last Sunday. Bro. Shatto also

preached for us on Saturday evening.—J. S. Baum-

baugh. Moonlight, Kans., March 26.

ntly gave us a

on Monday
i a collection

taken on Saturday night, in behalf of the Smyrna
Orphanage, which amounted to S8.50. The Breth-

ren at this place met in quarterly council March 20,

with Bro. J. D. Trostle as Moderator. Bro. G. W.
Weddle is our delegate to District Meeting. Bro.

A. B. Eld] edge was elected church treasurer, and

the writer Messenger correspondent. We granted

two letters and received one.—John G. Sargent, Dun-

lap, Kans., March 2S.

PENNSYLVANIA.

Dunlap-
series of h

B o.W
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Dry Valley Church.—
terly council March 27.

and H. A. Spanogle we
District Meeting. Bro.

his church met in quar-

Brethren Jacob Richard

: chosen as delegates to

J. Swigart

series of meetings here,

,. The interest is good,

Thus far, three precious

out on the Lord's side. Many
the kingdom.—/. Kurtz Miller,

ring the past year,

ind 22. It was de-

<ol here, which is a

literature will be

delegate to Annual Meeting. Two united with the

church by baptism in the Lewistown church since

the dedication of the new church.

—

Minnie E. Howe,

Aprils.

Mauheim.— I began

in Manheim, Pa., Marc!

and congregations larg

souls hav

others ar

March 22.

Farmer's Grove Church.—Our annual council at

Honey Grove, April 5, passed off very pleasantly

indeed, with Eld. E. D. Book as Moderator. There

was evidence of the Lord's blessing with us. Our
congregation has increased

Our love feast will be May 2

cided to organize a Sunday s<

new feature. The Brethren

used.—/. W. Replogle, Wahmt, Pa.

NEBRASKA.
Hamilton.—As the love feast at the North Bea-

trice church had been set for the same day as ours,

the South Beatrice church has this day changed

the time of her feast from May 8 and 9, to May 15

and 16, at 4 P. M.—Wm./. Miller, April 4.

South Beatrice.—This church met in quarterly

council March 20, presided over by our elder,

Owen Peters. Nearly all the members were pres-

ent. A good deal of business was before the

church, but all was disposed of in love. Four let-

ters were received and read. Owing to distance,

we will not represent at Annual Meeting.

—

Lydia

Dell, Hamilton, Ncbr., April 3.

Octavia Church.—Jan. 10 we commenced a se-

ries of meetings and continued until Feb. to.

These meetings were conducted by Bro. J. B.

Moore, one of the home ministers, assisted by

brethren Levi Meek and John Wine. Three young
men united with the people of God. Two were

baptized and one more is to be received by bap-

tism. All through these meetings we had good in-

terest, and the Word was preached with power.

More are counting the cost. Feb. 15 our Bible

Normal began, and continued for ten days. The
Bible lessons were given by Bro. J. B. Moore, Sis-

ter Emily Moore and Bro. David Wine. Bro.

Wine's instructions were given on Sunday school

work. Feb. 18 we began a series of meetings, thir-

ty-five miles south and west of Octavia, at the Un-

ion schoolhouse, and continued until March g.

These meetings were conducted by Bro. C. B.

Smith, our State evangelist of Nebraska, and re-

sulted in five additions. The above meetings

closed too soon. We also organized a Sunday

school at that place Feb. 21 with a fair attend-

ance. March 7 we began a series of meetings in

Funk's schoolhouse, eigh'.een miles northeast of

here. These meetings were conducted by Bro. J. B.

Moore, and closed March 21. At this place the in-

terest was very good.

—

John G. Kilhefner, March 22,

ARKANSAS.

Knoxville.—The members of this church met for

their first quarterly council April 3 Considerable

business came before the meeting, and was dis-

posed of in love and harmony. Bro. Henry Bru-

baker was chosen as delegate to District Meeting.

It was also decided to hold a love feast May 8,

commencing at 4 P. M.

—

Ella Eash, April 5.

St. Francis Church. — The members of this

church met in regular quarterly council March 27,

yen members present. We have set

r love feast for Saturday, May 22.

have a thriving church, we need

alous helpers. We humbly ask the

earnest prayers of our brethren in the North. H
no one can be permanently located, give us at least

a visit, that we may be encouraged, and that you

may see that there is, indeed, a reality of the needs

in the many calls tor more extensive work in the

South.

—

A. B. Coover, March 2Q.

VIRGINIA.

Flat Rock.—Bro. A Hutchison is now with us at

the Cedar Grove house, in the Flat Rock congre-

gation. His method of teaching is thorough and

complete. The interest is good for this place.

The congregations started small but are increasing-

—Michael /. Good, Mt. Jackson, Va,, April 7.

with twenty-;

the date of 1

Although w(
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Winchester.—Bro. A. Hutchison, of McPhcrson,

Kans., expects to begin a series o( meetings April

23, at Peach Grove, and will continue until the

evening of the love feast, May 6. Services will

commence at 4 o'clock in the evening. As we are

few in number, the presence of many visiting mem-
bers will be a help and encouragement,—Anna E.

Brown, April 7.

OHIO.

Ludlow Church.—Our council-meeting, prior to

District Meeting, was held on Saturday, March 27.

Several ministers from other congregitions were
with us. On account of preaching a funeral, Kid
Tobias Kreider was not present. He and Eld. Jes-

se Stutsman were appointed as delegates to both
District and Annual Meetings. One query was
sent. Our Sunday school superintendents were
elected. Over sixty dollars was raised' by our
missionary solicitors in their recent canvass. One
precious soul, who missed nearly a life of opportu-

nities to become a Christian, united with the church

by baptism just a week before reaching the farther

shore. He died precisely at the same age that his

wife died a year ago.

—

Levi Minnich, Panther Creek,

Ohio, April 2.

Sugar Ridge.— Bro. Daniel Snell, of Sydney,

Ind., commenced a series of meetings on the even-

ing of Feb. 26, and continued until March 14,

preaching morning and evening excepting Saturday

and Monday. Owing to sickness in the neighbor-

hood, and inclement weather, our attendance was

not what we desired, but we had very attentive

congregations. Bro. Snell's labors were much ap-

preciated by all, and one can easily see he is labor-

ing to preach the Gospel, and not merely to please

the people. Our regular quarterly council

curred while Bro. Snell was with us. On account

of sickness, our elder—Bro. L. H. Dickey—was
not with us. Considerable business came before

the meeting, but, with the assistance of Bro. Snell,

it was all disposed of quite satisfactorily. Bro. J.

H. Rosenberger was chosen our Sunday school Su-

perintendent. — E. H. Rosenberger, McCowb, Ohio,

March 2Q.

TEXAS.

Nocona.—One has been baptized since my last

report. We met in quarterly council on Saturday,

March 3. Bro. S. S Redmon, who was elected to

the ministry three months ago, was, with his wife,

received into his office at this meeting. Our love

feast was appointed for July 3, at 3 P. M. Eld.

Samuel Flory, of South English, Iowa, was present.

He also preached for us on Sunday forenoon, at

night, and Monday night. He came on account of

the sickness of his daughter (my wife) who has been

ill for nearly two months, but is slowly recovering.

We expect he will preach more yet, as he expects to

stay a week or more longer. We are having an ex-

tra early spring, with plenty of rain. Crop pros-

pects are exceptionally good.

—

A. J. Wine, April 7.

Williams Creek Church.— Our elder, Bro. Abe
Molsbee, from the Nocona church, just closed a

few days' meetings. His labors were much ap

predated, the church encouraged, and one precious

soul was made willing to forsake sin and to be bap-

tized. As we have no resident minister, our broth-

er comes once in two months to hold, several meet-

ings. Dear brethren ministers, you that are crowd-

ed behind the preacher's stand, think of the few

struggling members here, and the one minister that

travels and preaches for three churches, in as many
different Counties, and the calls that must go un-

heeded. Here, in Texas, is a large mission field.

Who will come and work while it is day, for the

night cometh when no man can work?

—

Belle Kinzie,

Muensler, Texas, April 2.

COLORADO.

St. Vraill Church. — This church met in quar-

terly council on Saturday, April 3, and transacted

an unusual amount of business. Everything was

adjusted in love and harmony. We appointed our

feast for May 13. We send one delegate to Dis-

trict Meeting.

—

A, C. Snowberger, Longmont, Colo.,

April 6.

Denver.—Our regular quarterly council was held
March 20. Ten letters of membership have been
received by us since last council, and three letters
were given to members leaving Denver. Sunday,
March 21, Bro. D. H. Weaver preached his farewell
sermon. We all regrei to have him leave Denver,
for he has done much for our mission. He it was
who preached the first sermon ever preached to us
here, March 12, 1892, in the little schoolhouse, three
miles west of Denver. He and Bro. Geo. Kesler
(the latter now deceased) preached regularly for us
every first and third Sunday of each month, until
the Mission Board located Bro. A. C. Daggett with
us for one year (1895), a"er which time Bro.
Weaver again took hold of the work and carried it

along. Although his home was in Longmont, forty
miles from Denver, he generally preached for us
about twice a month, unless Bro. Love, our elder,
who lives at Castle Rock, .came to fill the appoint-
ments. Bro. Weaver's departure has left a vacant
place, which cannot easily be filled, both in the
mission and in the hearts of the peop'e, for he was
much loved by M.—Berllia Biickwalter, Villa Park,
Colo,, April 1,

MISSOURI.

Rockingham.—The Wacanda church met in spe-
cial council April 3, with elders D. D. Sell and D.
M. Mohler present, the latter presiding. At this

meeting the Wacanda church divided its territory

into three different congregations, viz., the north
part, the " Pleasant View " church, with about one
hundred members, Bro. Geo. Clemens, elder; the
south part, the " Rockingham." church, with about
one hundred and sixty members, Bro. S. B. Shirk,
elder; the west part, the "Wacanda" church, with
about seventy-five members, yet unorganized. It

was further decided that our old church book, with
all other church papers, be put away for reference

for the different congregations. The work done
seemed satisfactory to all present and, we hope,
will be for the best. A love feast will be held at

the Rockingham church, May 15, for all of the
members of the old Wacanda church.—/. H. Shir-

key, April 5.

MINNESOTA.

Worthington.—One week ago to-day we organ-
ized our Sunday school with Bro. D. H. Keller, Su-
perintendent. Heretofore we had a union Sunday
school

t as there were but few members here, but

now we have organized as a Brethren's Sunday
school, with a good corps of workers. Yesterday
we met in council. Much business came before

the meeting. Steps were taken towards arranging

for an organization. We decided to use the
" Brethren's Song Book " at our song service. Our
love feast will be held June 12 and 13 A series

of meetings will commence June 6. We still have
prayer meetings every Sunday evening, with a well-

filled house. We now hold meetings at two differ-

ent places every Sunday. To-day another Sunday
school was organized four miles from ours. One of

our young brethren will be the Superintendent, and
another one a teacher. We could make use of

more workers.

—

Lizzie Hilary, April 4.

TENNESSEE.

New Hope.—March 13 Bro. Geo. C. Bowman, our

elderf preached for us at Boyd's schoolhouse,

continuing until the 25th. March 22 we had a

council-meeting and an election for ministers. The
lot fell on brethren C. M. Bantz and A. W. Oren.

On Thursday night, March 25, we had a love feast.

Though the house was crowded, the deepest so-

lemnity prevailed, and we believe many lasting im-

pressions were made. March 26 brethren Bowman,
A. W. Oren and the writer, went to Bro. A. M.
Shults', of Benton County, where we had five meet-

ings with a good interest manifested, Brethren, if

you could see how the isolated members enjoy

preaching, and what a large field for mission work
ire is in the South, you could not help saying,

as Christ did, "The harvest truly is plenteous, but

the laborers are few. Pray ye therefore the Lord

of the harvest, that he will send forth laborers into

his harvest." — John G. Davis, McKenzie, Tern.,

April 4.

• MARYLAND.
Double Pipe Creek.-The work of the Commit-

tee of Arrangements, for the forthcoming Annual
Conference, is moving along very nicely. The con-
tractors for the carpenter work have plans and
specrfications of tabernacle in their possession, and
will commence work on the same as soon as weath-
er will admit. Brethren wishing to attend Annual
Meeting by private conveyance, will find ample
provision on the grounds lor their horses. Bro
I'. V Stouffer, of Benevola, Md„ has been request-
ed to take charge of the song services during An-
nual Meeting, and has agreed to accept the posi-
tion tendered to him. The books to be used during
song service will be, " The Brethren's Song Book,"
" Psalms Hymns and Spiritual Songs," and " Breth-
ren's Hymnal;" at all other services "Brethren's
Hymnal" only. Bro. D. F. Stouffer requests us to
say that those who have the above books should
bring them along.—John S. Wcybriglit, See., April

MICHIGAN.
Chippewa Creek.-Our quarterly council passed

off pleasantly on Saturday, April 3. We decided
to hold our love feast on Saturday, June 12. We
rxtend a general invitation. It is encouraging to
have the members, and especially ministers from
other congregations with us on love feast occa-
sions. We received two members by letter at our
council. This makes ten accessions during the
year. This is a healthy increase for the church at
this place. We would be glad to have a minister
hold a short series of meetings at the time of our
love feast.— W. F. Jehnzen, Rodney, Mich , April 5.

ARIZONA.
Glendale.—The church at this place met in quar-

terly council to-day. All business was transacted
iously. Three were received by letter.

The home mission was remembered by a liberal

ollection. Our Sunday school officers were elect-

d for the next six months. Bro. S. O. Turrey
/as chosen Superintendent. Our school is growing
n interest and attendance. One of our minis-

ters,—Bro. Walter Swihart, and wife,— is on a trip

East for a few months. We will miss his as-

sistance very much.

—

H. D Blochcr, April 3.

OKLAHOMA TERRITORY.
Guthrie.—The Charter Oak schoolhouse is a new

mission point. Bro. J. Appleman, of Paradise Prai-

rie, preached the first sermon Feb. 20. He gave us

three meetings, baptized one, and reclaimed one.

Brother N. S. Gripe, of the same church, com-
menced a series of meetings March 19. Sickness

and other circumstances prevented good attend-

ance. We had preaching each evening. Our meet-

ings closed March 28, with one baptized.

—

Cora 0.

Eikenberry, April 4.

WISCONSIN.
Knapp.—Our little rhurch at this place has just

closed a very short but interesting series of meet-

ings. Bro. Jacob Delp, of Pearl City, 111., came to

us March 24, and began meeting the next evening,

continuing until March 30, preaching, in all, six very

instructive sermons. We had a large attendance

and good interest, but were obliged to close too

soon on account of bad roads and dark nights.

—

S.

Amick, April J.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

Washington.—In the last number of the Mes-
senger Bro. S. F. Sanger has an article about

the Washington Aid Society, stating that all com-

munications should be sent to 315 D Street, Wash-

ington, D. C. As we have 31; D Street, North,

South, East and West, it should read 315 D Street,

S. E., Washington, D. C. — Carrie A. Wtsltrgren,

April 5,

NEW YORK.

Brooklyn Mission.—Our Sunday school is fully

organized. Our attendance is good for the open-

ing. Our prayers are answered, and souls ready to

be received into fellowship; but, on account of in-

convenience, baptism has been deferred until April

12.—Alice J. Boone, 168 Fifty-second Street, Brooklyn,

N. V., April 5.
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From the Arkansas Mission Field.

March 4 self and family arrived at Diyden,

Aik., where we are located for the lime being,

to labor for the establishment of the kingdi

of our Master, and the advancement of his

cause in this section.

Only a knowledge of the extent of this and

other like large mission fields, can most forci-

bly impress upon Mil minds the force of the

expression, "The harvest is great and ihe la

horers few." The field, at least, is large and,

hy the blessing of the Lord, the harvest will

come. Think of an area, one hundred miles

north and south, anrl perhaps twice as much

east and west, and you will have an idea ol the

territory placed under the care of the wri

this sketch, and what is said of this, may be

said of others in this great mission field.

Five regular preaching places have been

lablished, and the people seem to be anxn

to hear and learn of our church, Some ask for

papers, which arc furnished as far as possible

On the third Sunday of March, after the

morning service, an invitation was accepted

take dinner with a doctor, who inquired vc

diligently afler the faith and practice of C

people, A general outline of the faith v.

slar uld pei

. 3 P. M„ the

same day, some live miles from this one, I

said that neither he nor his wife profess Chr

tianity, but that his grandparents were 1>l

kcr*. He spoke ol the distances they used

travel on horseback to attend Annual Mcetii

and even regular monthly meetings,— anotli

instance ol the zeal of our foreparenls. As 1

think, however, of the loss of their posterity

the church, as shown in this instance, as w<

as others, who knows that the loss may not be

regained/ Let us all most earnestly pray that

it may!

A common difficulty, met by our mi:

anes, is lite previous possession if the field by

other denominations, thus making it

difficult for us to gain a foothold, Why should

we not be the first to occupy new fields? Can
"Be .erpei ' has

wonderful significance

Wc mosi earnestly crave an interest in th

prayers of the brethren and sisters everywhere

in behalf of the work in this country, and es

pecially in that assigned to youi most humble
servant. B. E. Keslek.

From the Manassas Church, Va.

We met in regular quarterly council April 3,

at 1 P. M. I never saw more union upon all

subjects discussed. Several official brethren
of the Nokesville church were present and
assisted in the work. We always appreciate
their presence and the interest they manifest
in us, as we were formerly one chuich. Two
sisters were received by letter, and one dear
young brother hy baptism, This caused much
rejoicing.

We elected brethren J. J. Conner and E. E,

Blough to conduct our Sunday school this sea
son. Both arc active young brethren, and if

the membership cooperates, we can expect a
good school. We elected Bto. Abraham Con-
ncr delegate lo Annual Meeting, and brethren
David Whinner and E. Blough delegates to

District Meeting. We appointed our love
feast for June 12 thinking that we could have
with us, at that time, brethren from the North
and Wesi, and from the "Valley," as some
will be returning Irom Annual Meeting ai that
time, and others anticipate a trip to Eastern
Virginia. Ihose who visit Washington after
the Meeting will then be only thirty-five miles
from our place. Brethren and sisters, come
and enjoy a feast with us.

April 4 we met to complete the organization
of our Sunday school. All our officers and
teachers are members. We use the Brethren's
liierature. j. E. Blough.
Manassas, Va., April 4.

To the Members in the District of Oregon,
Washington and Idaho.

Our Secretary informs me that our treasury
is about empty. He wishes to know how we can
keep our missionary in the field without having
the means to support him. Our Treasurer
wrote me that none of the churches have sent
in any money since our last District Meeting,
excepting ihe Salem church. This church has
adopted the plan that each member shall give
something at each quarterly council, to be sent
to our District Treasurer. We have a mem-

ber on tbj^ Mission Board Irom each church.

I wonder if they arc at work in the missionary

cause. If not, why not?

Arc you not j> raying that the Lord should

bless the missionaries, so that his cause 1

prosper? The Mission Board cannot support

the missionary in Western Washington unless

the members are willing to lend a helping

band. Wc pray that the Lord should prospei

Zion, but what are we doing? We pray the

Lord to especially bless ihe ministers, but does

that give ihem a temporal living? Pray on,

brethren and sisters, but don't forgel to work

and give. The Iwo mites were a large amou
in the eyes of the Lord, so will five cents, ea.

three months, from the poorest membcr.be
large amount, if properly given. Let us n

forget that the Lord helps ihose that help

themselves. The Lord knows that we c;

help our ministers in temporal things, and u

less we do so, the cause will not prosper. It

ours to give, and the Lord will be sure to gi

the blessing. We, as officers of our Missii

Board, earnestly ask each member that has

that wc can keep Bro. Carl in the mission

field, where he is so much needed for the sav-

ing of souls. J. B. Lehman,
Mar, it 24. Chairman Miss. Board,

MINISTERIAL PROGRAMS.

Southern Iowa.

Tnn following is the program of the Minis-

terial Meeting of the Southern District of

Iowa, to be held at the English River church,

two and one-half miles east of South English,

Oct. 7, 1807, to commence at 9 o'clock: •

"Address of Welcome," by Eld. Samuel
Fiory, slating the object and aim of a M
terial Meeting.

' How best Induce Church Members t

Alive lo the Interest of the Church and
her Work."—J. P. Bailey, Martin Replogh
Mary Wonderlick,

J. Glotfelty,

2. " How shall we Nurture and Develop ov

Young Members?"—A. Wolf, Jno. Follis, Si:

ter Gable, J. H.Keller.

3. "The Elder's Duty toward the Flock."-
L. Kob, D. Zook, M. Myers.

'How may our Churches be More Deeply
Impressed with the Importance of Mi
Work."— A. Sanger, W. VV. Folger, Tina
Pfoutz.

'What are the Influences that Call our
Children away from the Church, and how best
Counteracted?"—S. P. Miller, Orlando Ogden,
"ster Jacobs, Jno. Baily, Jr.

6. "The Qualifications of a Successful Min-
terof the Gospel, and the Church's Duty in

Making him more Proficient in his Calling."—
Jno. Gable, E. G. Rodabaugh, H. A. Whisler.

Pktkk Browbr, \

Iknnib Browhr, \ Committee.
Anna Coffman, )

^OUR x BOOK * TABLE^-

The Funk & Wagnalls Company
press a book by A. J. F. Bebrcnds, D. D.,

e well-known Congregational clergyman in

rooklyn. N. Y. As is well known. Dr. Behr-
ends has been preaching a series of sermons
that has attracted very wide attention, in reply

attacks that have lately beea made upon
the Old Testament. This book, which is to

bear the title, "The Old Testament under
' is a short, but serious, discussion of the
s and the conclusions of the new Biblical
ism, and of the assumptions upon which

the conclusions are made to rest. It does not
into minute details, which only technical

scholarship can appreciate. It is addressed to
thoughtful men in pulpit and pew, who may-

be Hebraists, but who are good logicians
For the same reason, the didactic style has
been avoided, and the argument is conducted

nest conversational form. The personal
mu has been retained because the author

presents the personal result of his studies, and
rs talking with his readers to lecturing,

Dr. Theo. L. Cuyler says, in reference to the
ssion of the claims of " Higher Criticism,"

by Dr, Lyman Abbott on the one side and Dr.
:nds on the other: "I do not hesitate to

say that, for a combination of logical power wife. She -

ind thoroughly Biblical scholarship, no man her death. Funeral s

n the Brooklyn pulpit equals Dr, A. T. F, I

Bchrends;and .1 the Plymouth paslor were

meet him in debate, before an impartial l

bunal of eminent and erudite Biblical scbolai

he would be utterly routed." This book, "The
Old Te lament under Fire," will be i<

about the first of May.

Bro. Owhn Oimerman, Goshen, Ind., has

recently published an interesting little booklet,

entitled, "Sketch of the Brethren of Northern

Indiana." The work contains a good deal of

information, gathered up here and there, frorr

the old people and from olher sources, and ar

ranged in a manner that makes real interest

ing reading. After reading the sketch it oc

curred to us that it would be a good thing i!

;he history ol" the Brethren in each State Dis

trict could be published. The example set bj

Bro. Oppcrman, in this respect, might be fol

lowed by others..

"Downfall of the Political System of the

World," or "The Doctor and the Nurse," by
John Culp, Warrensburg, Mo., price, 25 cents,

is on our table. The reading is interesting

enough, but the theory advanced is specula-

tive, and, probably, not practicable. Still the

reading of the little pamphlet may prove in-

structive to some, and induce thinking upon
the part of others.

"The Separate Nation," by H. L. Hastings,

Boston, Mass., is the title of a 224 page publi-

cation, that will be read with interest. The
Jewish race is taken up and discussed in a

most instructive manner. It would be difficult

to find, elsewhere, so much valuable informa-

tion concerning this, the most remarkable peo-

ple on the globe. Bound in stiff manilla;

price, 25 cents. We take pleasure in recom-

mending the work. It may be ordered of us.

• • • FALLEN * ASLEEP

'I'Ugregalioi

SEEDAL.— In the Rockrun congregation,

Elkhart Co., Ind , March 9, 1S97, Elmer Seedal,

aged 19 years, 1 month and g days. Elmer
he son of Michael Seedal. He was an in-

valid from birth. Services by Eld. I. L. Berk-
', assisted by D. J. Troyer (Amish), from fsa.

>: 6, 7, 8. R. W. Davenport.

TOLER.— In the Verdigris church, Lyon
Co., Kans , March 31, 1897, Bro. O. P. Toler,

aged 46 years, 6 months and 13 days. He
leaves a wife and eight children. He was a

consistent member of the Brethren church for

twelve years. Funeral services by Bro. W. H.
Leaman, from 1 Cor. 15: 20.

J. M. O.UAKENBUSH.

CROGHAM—Near New Hope, in the Mid-
dle River congregation, Va., March 28, 1897,

Thomas S. Crogham, son of Fanny F. Crog-
ham, aged 14 years, 7 months and 8 days, Fu-

services by brethren D. C. Flory and
A. B. Early. Text, I Sam. 20: 3, latter clause.

J. F. Miller.

HYLTON.—In the Fai:

Douglas Co., Mo., March
Sister Martha Hylton, aged 50 years, 8 months

14 days. Deceased was born in Floyd
County, Va„ and married Bro. B. B. Hylton in

870. She was a faithful member of the Bretn-

en church for thirty-seven years. Eight chil-

dren were born to them. One preceded her
twenty-six years. Four children are members
of the church. She suffered a great deal dur-

le last few months of her life. She called

for the elders and was anointed. By her re-

quest brethren F. W. Dove and J. B. Hylton
preached her funeral, from Rev. 14; 13,

Nannie Har.man.

DILLING.— In the Monticello church, Ind.,

March 25, 1897, Emma Dilling, wi'e of Da-
vid Dilling,. aged 39 years, 5 months and
3 days. She was born in Carroll County,
Ind,, Oct. 22, 1857. She became a mem-

if the German Baptist church in Feb-
ruary, 1880, and has lived an earnest Christian

:ver since. She was married to David
Dilling Dec. 30, 18S0. To them were born six

ren, one of whom has preceded her to the

land, She labored with her husband in

the eldership. In her death the neighborhood
a kind neighbor; the church an earnest

worker; the bereaved family a kind and loving
mother, and the husband a faithful and loving

: befoi

WIMER.— In the Somerset church, Ind.,

March 14, 1897, of measles and lung trouble,

Sister Sarah Ann Wimer, aged 16 years, 6
months and 3 days. She joined the Brethren

church May 3, 1896. She lived a consistent

and a devoted life until death. Funeral serv-

ices by the writer, assisted by the Brethren.

J. D. Rife.

TRUMP.— In the Eel River congregation.

Kosciusko Co., Ind., March 6, 1897, of measles.

Sister Mary Trump, wife of Bro. Zimri Trump,
aged 50 years, 3 months and 23 days. She
was the mother of three children,—all girls,

and all members of the Brethren church. Fu-
neral improved by Eld. Samuel Leckrone, as-

sisted by W. F. Neal, from Amos 4: 12, latter

clause. C. C. Arnold.

STAILEY.—At Covington, Ohio, Feb. 23,

1897, Henry W. Stailey, aged 79 years and 1

month. He was born in Liverpool, Perry Co.,

Pa„ Jan. 23, 1818. He, with bis wife and two
children, came to Covington in 1855, where he

ince lived. His wife (Aunt Fanny, as she

called), with his son and daughter, has

gone on before. He had been in poor health

for a number of years, I. J. Rosenberger.

SNYDER.-In the Silver Creek church,

Ohio, March 26, 1897, Andrew Snyder, aged 69
i, 6 months and 6 days. He was united in

iage to Sophia Koch. To this union were
born five children. Two of them, with their

mother, preceded him to the spirit land, in

1853. In January, 1883, he was united in mar-
riage to Ann Crilly, who died iu 1895. He
united with the Brethren and was faithful un-

til death. Three sons and two sisters are left.

The services were conducted by the writer, in

the Brick church, at Kunkle, Ohio.

George Mahler.

BIRD.—At Altamont, Kans., March 31, 1897,

Mrs. Angeline Bird, aged 65 years, 7 months
and 13 days, She joined the M. E. church
when quite young, and was a consistent mem-
ber of that faith until death. Funeral services

by the writer, assisted by the pastor of the

M. E. church at this place, from Philpp. 1: 21.

N. Trapp.

SHOEMAKER.—In the bounds of the Mid-
dle Creek congregation, Somerset Co., Pa.,

h 17, 1897, Sister Amanda Shoemaker,
aged 42 years, 8 months and 28 days. De-
ceased died of consumption. She leaves a
kind husband and four children. Funeral

;es by the writer, at the Union church,

from Josh. 1: 11. Interment at the Union
church. N. B. Christner,

LEHMAN—In the York church, Pa., our
:ar brother and Sunday school Superintend-
it, John F. Lehman, aged 26 years, 4 months

and 15 days. We can scarcely see how we
spare so useful, earnest and zealous

irker, both in the church and Sunday
school, but "God has his mysteries of grace;
things which we cannot tell." Funeral serv-

by Bro. Albert Hollinger, of Washington,
D. C, and Bro. Jos. A. Long, of this place. In-

Abram S. Hershey,

MYERS.—Near Oakville, Ind., Feb. 1 1, 1897,
ister Nancy Myers, aged 72 years and 15

days. Deceased was bom in Rockingham
County, Va., Jan. 26, 1825. She emigrated to

this State with her parents in 1836. She unit-

marriage, Sept. 22, 1850, to Peter Myers,
who still survives her. To this union were
born nine children, eight of whom arc yet liv-

ing. She united with the church in 1803, and
lived a Christian life the rest of her days.

The funeral was preached in the Progressive
church, at Oakville, by Bro. Henry Fadely,
' om 2 Tim. 4: 7. Interment at Beach Grove.

Florida J. E.Green.

EVANS.—At the home of her parents, near
the Franklin churchhouse, Decatur Co., Iowa,
March 29, 1897, Angie Ethel Evans, aged 11

, 6 months and 25 days. Funeral services

e church, March 30, by the writer, from
the words of Christ, " The damsel is not dead,

it sleepeth." L, M. Kob.

KAUFFMAN.—In the Monticello church,

Ind., Feb. 2, 1897, Geo. D. Kauffman, aged 30
years, 10 months and 19 days. He was born
March 13, 1866, united with the Brethren
church in April, 1881, and lived a life of devo-
ion to his Master till death. He was married
Mary Pasdach, Dec. 30, 1888. To them

/ere born four children, one of whom preced-

:d the father. He was an earnest and zealous

worker for the Lord. Funeral services by

John Wright, A. R, BrtiDGE,
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HILL.— In the South Beatrice church, Nebi

( lung fever, Ruth, little daughter of friend

Albert and Sister Martha Hill, aged 2 yea

noDths and 5 days. Funeral services by Bro,

-mesGish. Lvdia Dull.

LARUE.—Eight miles northwest of Emor
Jains Co., Tex., Jan. 24, 1897, of bowel troubl

tro. Jonah S. LaRue, aged 73 years, 3 months

and 7 days. Deceased leaves two daught<

id two grandchildren. Ella Adams

DURR.—Near Arcanum, Ohio, April 2, 18

consumption, Bro. Wm. Durr, aged 30

years, 4 months and 5 days. He died at jus

ibe same age at which Sister Durr (his wife

ied a year previous. One week before hi:

;nth he was baptized by Bro. Jesse Stutsman

Lkvi Minnich.

the bounds of the Sidney,1MMIN.—
church, Ohio,

Mary Gimmin, aged 77 years, 11 month;

and 23 days. She leaves an aged, invalid hus

ind, eighty-four years old, and three daugh-

rs, Funeral discourse by the writer.

H. C. LONGANHCKBR.

DICKERSON—At the same place, March
1, 1897, of heart failure, Mrs. Letsie Dicker-

in (a colored lady), aged 65 years, 10 month;

id 29 days. Mrs. Dickerson was found dead

by a little granddaughter, who slept

aed. She was a member of the

church for forty years. Funeral serr-

, Nun
H. C. Lorn

GOCKLEY. — fn the Conestoga church
ancaster Co., Pa., March 30, 1807, Lizzie M
Gnckley, daughter of friend Albert and Sistei

Mary Gockley, aged 7 years, 10 months and 24

DILLMAN. — In the same congregation,

March 31, 1897, Bro. Samuel Diliman, aged 63

8 months and g days. Bro. Diliman
died suddenly, of heart disease. The family,

ie community and the church deeply feel

eir loss. Services by the Brethren, from
>hn 14: 1. I. W. Taylor.

STOVER—In the Monocacy church, Fred-

ick Co., Md., at New Midway, March l8,

Soy, Anna Elizabeth Stover, aged 68 years.

Deceased was the wife of Absalom Stover and
daughter of Bro. Samuel Bozzard (deceased),

Shi; died after a lingering illness of bronchial

affections. Services by Eld. T. J. Kolb, assisl

ed by elders G. K. Sappington and John Ut:

Judg. 3: 20. Samusl Weybkight.
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Our- Publications.

Chitdrea at Work—Weekly; well-illastr.-

ted; contains the Sunday school lesson, with
explanation, etc., adapted to the understanding
of small children. No better publication can
be found for the little boys and girls of our
Sunday schools,

i-n;

The following

Sunday School Help

the list of the periodicals.

The Gospel Messenger A large, religion;

weekly,—published in the interest of the Breth
ren or German Baptist church and their oulj
recognized rnurch organ. Price, $1.50 pei

The Young Disciple.—An illustrated week-
ly for the young. This is one of the most in-

teresting Sunday school papers published, and
should be used in all the schools within reach
of our people.

Brethren's Family Almanac Every fam-
ily should have this Almanac; complete in ev-
ery way. Price, per copy, 10 cents; special

s to energetic agents.

t"3P. M., Kngli-ii Ulvc-r

I., Niipi-rvllle, III.

une l'Jand 18, Worthing ton, .

•riuidy I'ouiity church, I

ADVERTISEMENTS <

B. L. CARTER, Girard, III.,
«*

Dry Goods, Shoes, Etc.

Brethren's Quarterly.—Prepared for all ad-
inced classes. It contains the lesson

ad a complete explanation of the lesson

throughout. In preparing this quarterly

keep constantly in view the needs of the
Brotherhood, and aim to (ally adapt it to their

Brethren's Sunday School Song Book.

Prepared by a Com

Horns Off!

koop wi] longtli -1

" '" m

in, Mig. Ohemlit,

Baltimore City Church.

Juvenile Quarterly—Prepared especially

for the intermediate classes. This is one of the

neatest, and best illustrated quarterlies pub'

lished. The pictures are selected with great

care, and every lesson is illustrated, The little

folks are delighted with it.

iionio Illptlt.l

Sunday School Supplies.—We keep any
thing that is used in Sunday school work,

Write us for prices on goods not adver-

tised here.

Sunday School Reward Cards.—Our stock

of cards is large and presents a variety

in styles and prices so as to please all,

Please send us a trial order and be con-

vinced.

a, very One gilt edge, *iie

stra fine, alia Btfxfitfi

.ndsoape,8lceBx%. . . .

ndBcape.eUeaxo!*
Landscape, alie33fxfi&.

dsoape, alia 8Xx<% - - -

r, size U^xfiM,

Scripture 1

Other Helps.—We are prepared to furnish

Bible Dictionaries, Commentaries, Maps, and

Bibles of every description, Always write as

before ordering elsewhere.

When ordering cards be sure to give nnm-

;r and price as well as the name, so that there

may be no mistake,

Classified Minutes of Annual Meeting.

Not all the members of our church have
that perfect knowledge of our principles, that
is so desirable. Others there (tre who an Well
acquainted with the church as ll . 1

. hul
who would like to know something of her past
history, as regards her gradual growth and de-
velopment. In fact, all who are interested in

the welfare of the church, that is so dear to all

of us, should have access to a complete com-
pilation, such as is found in the "Classified

, Me
Minudix, containing tt

1802. We sell this work at only jti.jo for cloth
binding. Be sure to send fur a copy while the
supply is still 011 hand, Those who have the

old edition of the "Classified Minutes," can
have the "Appendix" in separate binding lor

Doctrinal Outlines

Is a book of 77 closely-printed pages that is

growing in favor wherever ii is known, ii is a
work fur ministers, Sunday school workers and
others, containing outlines on the Following:

rical, Doctrinal, Missionary, Secrul Soci-

Homilctics, Revivals. The Sunday School

The Home.

It is highly prized in Smyrna. (See page 41

of Messenger.) Order si , as the number
hand is limited, Price, paper cover 15

ts; cloth, 25 cents, prepaid.

HODSB,
Ml. Morris, III.

Teeter's Commentary

The prices on this popular and

liable Commentary.have now been

duced to the following:

Cloth Binding, two volumes, - *4.c

Half Leather, two volumes, - - 4,5

Half Morocco, two volumes, - - 5.C

•nd for Special Prictt to Agenlt

If you get an Almanac, be sure to get a good

ne. The Brethren's Almanac has all the

isentials of a first-class Almanac.

Windsor
European Hotel,

TRIBUNE BLOCK,

IS to 153 Dearborc St. S. CrbOSTIN, Plop,

CHICAGO, ILL.

1 fllMQIli lltf.tOI.
IK
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISTRICT MEETINQS.

LOVE PEASTS.

Moy », iil 1 I' M.,Wlnolie

BRETHREN COLONIES

NORTH DAKOTA

!

) Soulh Clark St.

Downfall of the Political System
of the World.

FARMING

LANDS
Michigan and
.'. i- 1.

i)
I aota and

Prairie Lands "S
I .11.,,

1 ..,.,.., in,'! f.,r rol,UXIl:s.,r lNI'l
\\\n 1

<.; tne SOO I INE."

LaadS Will tti'ViT !><• rlu-ii/iir th.iu

FREE HOMESTEADS

taken neai Kewnnre and Bmrbclls.

LIGNITE COALni On lh. Soo LI™,'

BRETH REN \,ErSlt:t"V* Z

OUR ILLUSTRATED LAND PRIMERS

half fares fc";:

Read This Notice...

^J
POEMS OF A DECADE,

STOP TOBACCO

sii,ui:i\i \\itMiuiisii.\i:iMUTrm-:s

-WarrtecL I

...Land Department...

Northern Pacific Railway Co

In Central North Dakota

FREE Government Land, Crop Paymi

Land, Railroad Land, at $3 to $5 per

Acre, on Ten Years' Time,

Interest, 6 per cent.

Wells, Foster and
...Eddy Counties

imien.iis Public Schools, Healthy Climat

('.nod Water, obtainable at from t$ to 30

feet, black-loam Soil with clay Sub-

soil, Railroad Competition,

, Germnn Baptist Church at CarrlngtoHj

with a Nice Churchhouse
Free of Debt.

i'e ol Hie locality write to

o. w. MOTT,

\VM. H. I'HIPPS,

I THE GOSPEL MESSENGER,

l

Ch

;;"T

Single Comb White Leghorn

B"We call special

passed facilities in procuring for our readers

oy book published, at especially low prices,

lo ordering books always give title of book,

James T. Quinlan,

Shipoing and Commission Merchant
305 S. Charles St., Baltir

New Brethren Colony,

MOUNT MORRIS,
Morrison County, Minnesota.

Free Lands but, the Beat Land*
Minnesota at Low PtHces and

on Easy Terms!

Minneapolis,

Eggs for Hatching,

I offer eggs at Si.oo per 13 from stock that,

for laying or beauty, are equal to any offered,

no matter at what price. Rose & S. C. Brown
Leghorns, Barred and White Plymouth Rocks,

Black Langsbans, Light Brahmas, Pekin

Ducks, S. C. W. Leghorns, Black Minorcas,

Buff Leghorns. Buff Leghorn Eggs, 51.50 per

13. Send for circular. Address:

W. W. KULP,
1414 Pottstown, Pa,

SEED POTATOES

Catarrh Inhaler
FREE!

I will, for a short time, mail any reader

of the Gospel Messenger one of my new

Aerial Catarrh Inhalers and medicine for

one year. I will allow you three days as a

trial; then, if satisfied, send me $1.00; »

not, return it to me promptly in the original

Catarrh, Asthma, Headache, Bronchitis.

Partial Deafness, Roaring in the Head,

Colds in the Head and Tuberculosis, im-

mediately relieved and speedily cured.

Address Dr. E. J. Worst, Ashland, Ohio-
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The basis for the

sumed to have been
minister, named Solo

stated that this nov

ook of Morn
avel written by a Bapt;

Spaulding. It has be

ript only,

pre-

nil

ids of Sidney Rigdon, at one time

:iple minister, and that from it he pre

e "Book of Mor
is lost, but ths

shed to Smith, is

into the h

brilliant Di:

pared the matter that Joh

out the book, now know
moil." Spaulding's ma
matter that Sidney Rigdi

now locked up in a vault at Richmond, Ray Co.

Mo., and is the property of a son of David Whit
mer, one of the so-called witnesses to the " Book o:

Mormon," The Mormons of Utah are said tc

have offered a large sum of money for it, but th<

owner will not dispose of it. The story about thi

original Spaulding manuscript being locked up in

a bank in Ohio, is not to be credited.

The editor of the Christian Evangelist sees the
hand of prophecy in the Eastern question. He
says: "The events now transpiring in the East, are

reviving interest on the subject ot Turkey in proph-
ecy. It is held by many Bible scholars, and among
'hem the late President Milligan, that Turkey,
"The Sick Man of Europe," is destined to pass
away very soon, in fulfillment of prophecy. Presi-

dent Milligan held that the book of Daniel points
°ut the overthrow of the Turkish Empire, and he
believed the time of its destruction was not far dis-

tant. Whatever opinion we may hold on the re-

'ation of prophecy to the lurkish government,

there can be no doubt that there are many signs
pointing to its early downfall. Indeed, the re-

markable thing about it is that this barbarous
power has been permitted to exist and carry on its

work of cruel devastation so long. Perhaps the
most satisfactory explanation of the matter is that
Turkey has been prcs-rvcd under Divine Providence
"until the times be fulfilled." It is certainly fill-

ing up the cup of divine wrath and preparing it-

self to pass away without leaving any mourners be-
hind. These are very interesting times in which
we live, and the wise would do well to watch "the
signs of the times." It is a law of God's universe
that when any government, institution, custom or
law ceases to serve any good and worthy purpose,
and becomes a menace to the welfare of mankind,
that, it must, in the nature of things, pass away
Under the operation of this law, Turkey is doomed.
It may be that the part which little Greece is play-
ing in the great Eastern drama, is the prelude to

the fulfillment of prophecy concerning Turkey and
the re-making of the map of the Old World."

And now comes the report that natives in a part of

China are dying by the hundreds, of starvation. It

is said that the grain crop last year was almost a

total failure, and as the people exchanged their

maize, for rice to last them through the winter, food
has been scant for a long time. Supplies are now
completely exhausted, and the harvest of death
has begun. The officials are making efforts to fur-

nish food for the starving people, by sending in

rice, but the supplies they are able to contribute

are so small, and the number of those in direct

need is so great, that little good is accomplished.
Owing to the difficulty of transporting the rice in

the famine districts, only those living along the

waterways are aided. For those in the interior

there is no help, and the mortality is great, and
growing steadily. Even in the sections that the

relief supplies reach, the amount given to each
family is so small that it serves barely to sustain

life, and does not relieve the pangs of hunger.

Alaska, lying about 1,500 miles to the north and
west of Oregon, is said to have but one farm in a

territory embracing over one-half a million square

miles. This farm occupies what was at one time
the bottom of the sea. At low tide a dike was
thrown across a neck of the sea, which kept the

water out, and thus gave about seventy-five acres

of rich land for tilling purposes. It has proven a

bonanza to the farmer, for it produces most won-
derfully, and the man has no competition in his

business. In his country, the demand is much
greater than the supply, and his home market is

the very best. By the way, Alaska is becoming a

great mining country. Many of the mountains con-

tain rich deposits of gold. It is also becoming

noted as another "land of the midnight sun."

During the summer months there is practically no

night, and the people have no use for a light of

any kind in their dwe'lings. The streets of their

few cities also need no light. But during the win-

ter this is reversed and there is very little sunshine,

and this only for a few hours in the middle of each

day. Much of the time, however, the region i:

lighted up by the great Northern Lights, the grand

est electric light system known to the world.

have had an upright staff, with three branches on
each side, and its place was on the left side, as the
Holy Place was entered from the east. This can-
dlestick was carried in the wilderness for forty
years, was taken across the Jordan into the land 0!
Canaan, at the time the Israelites entered the
land under the command of Joshua. It seems to
have been preserved in some way until Solomon
built the temple at Jerusalem, where it found its

place in the building. From that time on, we get
occasional glimpses of it until near the birth
of Christ, when we lose sight of it. About A. I).

70 it comes to light on the Arch of Titus at Rome,
After the capture of Jerusalem, and the burning of
the temple by the Roman soldiers, the candlestick
appears to have been carried to the City of Rome,
where it was kept until the fourth century, and dur-
ing this century, a tiadition says, it was cast into
the River Tiber. If this tradition is correct, then
the golden candlestick is now buried some place in

the limits of the city, and there is a possibility of
some day finding it. It would be an interesting Bi-

ble relic to unearth. According to another account,
it was taken to Carthage, and from there to Con-
stantinople, and then to Jerusalem, where it was
deposited in a Christian church. This is the last

we hear of the golden candlestick.

There is no telling what may yet be un
relating to Bible events But the followin;

the Independent, refers to a find that we arc w

.rtht-il

with intense interest: " Notwithstanding an im-

amount of mystification and concealment,

we have good reason to state that the experts in

the B itish Museum believe that the Logia has act-

ually been discovered in a manuscript brought
from -.gypt, and by this time they are probably at

work upon the study of it, We have spoken of

this s pposed discovery before, and are glad to be

able t give this qualified confirmation; for if the

The golden candlestick was the most interesting

piece of furniture in the tabernacle. It was of pure

gold, and was made, by order of Moses, nearly

1,500 years before the time of Christ, It seems to

Logia thus discovered is rea'ly the famous Logia
of Papias, familiar to all students of New Testa-

ment literature, supposed by critics to be the orig-

inal document which entered into the parts com-
mon in Matthew, Mark and Luke, we have the

most important discovery in Biblical criticism ever

made, and one whose publication will be looked

for with the most intense interest." The Papias

here referred to was born about A. D. 70, and is

said to have been quite well acquainted with the

Apostle John. He wrote a book in which he records

all the sayings of the apostles and elders that he

could collect. The book is frequently mentioned

by ancient writers, and seems to have been- highly

prized on account of its great antiquity. But it

has been lost, and now it is thought that the Logia,

here mentioned, may be the long-lost writings of

War between Turkey and Greece has actually

commenced, and heavy fighting has been going on,

on the^Macedonian frontier, for some days, without

any decisive advantage on either side. Both ar-

mies are strong and well equipped, but the chances

seem to be in favor of Turkey, for the reason that

she is much stronger than Greece, The powers ap-

pear to have done their utmost to prevent the war,

but Greece would not heed the advice, and now the

two armies will likely be permitted to fi^ht it out.

Then, when they are through,— have killed thou-

sands of their fellow-beings and contracted heavy

debts that must be met in some way, the powers

will step in and consent to terms of peace that may
be humiliating to both of the contending govern-

ments,
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DOING WITHOUT.

wisdoi m T"--

liling.That's richly wortl

I've learned thai when one docs 1

There's little harm in failing.

I thought to gather wealth UDloIt

And made my boast about it.

My wit and toil bring little gold,

But 1 am rich without it.

1 said, "The world shall hear my

And down the ages shout it!"

I shall not win the bauble fame;

I'm just as great without it.

1 thought to know philosophy

And teach the world about it.

My plummet will not sound the s

My ship sails on without it.

Another thing I've had I

Though much 1 used

One can't be sure of human love.

But one can live without it.

I saw the world with wrong o'ergrown

And bravely fought to rout it.

Some age will see it overthrown.

So I can die without it.

1 may not reach what I pursue,

Vet will 1 keep pursuing,

Nothing is vain that I can do,

For soul's growth comes of doing.

But wherelore tell you what I know,

Since you will not receive it?

When you have lived and learned, 1 l

, (li.nl)i 1

Vou'r , I.I'lK

— Charles G.An

THE PROPER TIME TO BEQIN LOVE FEASTS.

ward

s to look

sly.

occurs: " In only one passage the night season is

described, in another set of four terms, evening,

midnight, cock-crowing, morning (Mark 13: 35),

which are thought to have corresponded respect-

ively with twilight to 9 P. M.; 9 to 12; 12 to 3; 3 to

daybreak." This shows, with a degree of certainty,

that must command respectful consideration, that

the Lord did not choose to institute these services

while it was yet day, but knowing their importance

and sigoi6cance, as man cannot know, he selected

the night as being the appropriate time for their in-

stitution and observance.

// it tafe to Jollow in his footsteps, and if his ex-

ample counts for anything,—and certainly

would feel

part of then

getting clos

ble that we
weigh the

made to hai

tant to be ii

all things,

take this pc

that it does not,—with what sho of

pla the obsi

nuch about

not possi-

I.ord's

There being a marked tendency t

mencing the love feast services much e

evening than usual, it might not be an

at the Gospel precedent and move cauti

This matter has been alluded to in the Gospel

Messenger at different times and strongly recom-

mended. Luke 22: 7, 8 says: "Then came the day

of unleavened bread, when the passover must be

killed. And he sent Peter and John, saying, Go

and prepare us the passover, that we may eat.

This shows that Jesus was not at the place where

ne ate the last supper with his disciples, at the

time the day of unleavened bread came. It bi

admitted, as it universally is, that the day began at

sunset, proves beyond controversy that the Savioi

did not see proper to give these institutions in day

light, but after the day was gone. Matt. 26: 20 says

" Now when the even was come, he sat down wit!

the twelve." Mark 14: 17 says, "And in the even

ing he cometh with the twelve." Teeter's com

ment on the above from Matthew is: "When the

daylight had disappeared, 1. e., the close of the day

had come."

In the " Doctrine of the Brethren Defended,"

Bro. R. H. Miller says, " We deny each of these po-

sitions, and affirm that the Lord's Supper is a full

meal, to be eaten in the church before the Commun-
ion, and in connection with it; and that it may
be celebrated on any day of the week that suits the

convenience of the church; and it must be observed

at night." (Page 255.)

In the "Miller and Sommer Debate," page 441,

Bro. Miller says, " Not only was it instituted after

supper, but in the night" (italics the author's).

On page 475 of the same work he says, "Christ

came with them in the evening, just after sunset, at

the close of the thirteenth."

Here the author makes it very clear and distinct

that it is proper to observe these institutions at

night only, and, surely, he had Gospel reasons for

saying " night." It was not to be done whili

yet daylight.

Again, in the "Aids to the Student of the Holy

Bible " (bound with our Teachers' Bibles), under the

head, "The Day and its Divisions," the following

ulyi

Gospel

1 in the daylight? We say

:r to Jesus in all things; is

get away from him in this? Let u

matter well! There is an effort beinj

'e the Lord's Supper and Communioi

nncction, because it is so very impor

i harmony with the Lord's example it

Consistency would require of all, whi

sition, that they should, by no means

influence in favor of going from thi

lple in commencing our love feast ser

vices before the day is gone.

The thought is advanced that, by

thus early, we avoid the presence of tl

sometimes disturb our meetings, and that it

more suitable for the aged. I ask, Ho\

weight should this have in setting a;

precedent? Certainly none. On the same ground

we could set aside immersion and use sprinkling

for baptism.

Again, the thought is advanced that if it is night

when we dismiss, we are in the Gospel limits, John

13: 30. Does not this appear to be straining, just

as much as possible, without having the plain Gos-

pel against us? The Savior lingered and instructed

at the table. There was no hurry. Paul preached

until midnight and then broke bread,—no hurry

there. But now think what this means. The

above statement virtually declares that if it were

not night when dismissed, we would not be in the

Gospel limits.

Why? Because John 13: 30 says: "And it was

night." We have already shown that the Gospel

tells us with equal emphasis that the Savior did not

commence these observances until the day was

gone. Therefore, if we are not in the Gospel lim-

its, by dismissing before night, consistency requires

that we recognize that we are not in the Gospel

limits if we commence before the day is gone.

Night is designated. The hour of the Savior's be-

ginning and closing the service, is not given, there-

fore, so far as the hour of commencing and closing

is concerned, we are at liberty. But are we at lib-

erty to begin or close before the day is gone?

say, Let us be cautious!

it is said, The Lord's Supper being a sup-

per, it may be eaten at supper time, and we need not

wait until the day is gone,

Id this have in setting

dent? Surely none!

Would it be any the less a

the day is gone? That Jes'

time, no one can deny, and

away from his example in th

other things?

One extreme follows another,

vices were commenced too late and conti

long. By no means should we prolong th

to the wearying of the partakers. The

need not be continued to a very late h

summer or winter. What we need is

treme, but the medium.

Adrian, Mo.

A MOMENTOUS QUESTION.

ask, What weight

de a Gospel prei

ipper if eaten after

selected the proper

we can willfully go

why can we not in

Formerly the ser-

ed too

not your thoughts, neither are

For as the heavens are hi

so are my ways higher than

thoughts than your thoughts."

ways my ways,

than the earth,

ir ways, and my
55:8-9-

not the

To Bro. Albert Hollinger, Washington, D. C—
A thousand times over is the language of

God to Isaiah demonstrated: " My thoughts are

d asked a question far greater than he knew

when he said, Whit is man? Psa. 8: 4. He seems

amazed at the divine condescension to such an in-

significant creature. He was originally "made a

little lower than the angels, and crowned with glory

and honor." A little lower in position, but above

the angels in rank and glory. The same language

is used of Jesus, to whom it originally pertained as

the very image after which man was created. Com-

pare Heb. 2: 9, and Gen. I: 26, and Heb. 1: 2.

"What is man?" is a question that remains to be

answered in the ages to come. In Christ is it fully

answered now, but only in Him. "Now are we the

the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we
shall be: but we know that when he shall appear

y

WE SHALL BE LIKE HIM; for we shall see

Him as He is." i John 3: 2. Then shall we see,

and the universe shall see: " What is man?"
We make entirely too little of ourselves, and yet

too much: too little in relation to things "unseen

and eternal," and too much in relation to "things

seen and temporal." Our original dignity and des-

tiny are forgotten, and we are absorbed in the tang-

ible and sensual. God made man so transcendent-

ly glorious, and endorsed him with such sublima

possibilities, that he thought it worth while to re-

deem him from the degradation and pollution of

sin at infinite cost. This reveals the true estimate

of human nature. This is our radical working idea

and inspiration in all our efforts and sacrifices to

win lost souls to "the kingdom of God and His

righteousness." Any lower conception will reach

neither into our hearts or our pockets. "Thy
Kingdom come " is an idle prayer if we exclude

of its inauguration in the incarnation

xion of the Son of God. It will come in

ay than by the manifestation of God in

Our embodiment of Deity must be as

Christ. Anything short of this will

where the devil and sin placed him in

n of Eden. What is man? was the ad-

miring interrogation of angels, in his pristine purity

and glory. What is man? became the astounding

and perplexing problem after the fatal breach of

apostasy had occurred. But it was all solved in the

mind of God before man had any being. "The

Lamb was slain from the foundation of the world,"

and "before," Rev. 13: 8, and I Pet. 1: 2Q, Man, as

God has made him, is an image of the Infinitely

Beautiful. Man, as the devil has made liim, is brut-

ish in his instincts and devilish in his temper, low

in his aims and gratifications, with the mark of the

beast on his forehead, and the brand of hell in his

soul. Man, as Christ redeemed him, and as the

Holy Ghost fashions him, i

divine achievement, wondi

the ages of the ages.

We are not half awake as the redeemed of the

Lord, and as the messengers of His grace to a lost

world. Many of us, most of us, perhaps all of us,

need to be taught again which be " the first princi-

ples of the oracles of God." Heb. 5: 12. All the

colleges and universities in the world cannot teach

us "the truth as it is in Jesus." This is the exclu-

sive work of the Holy Ghost. John 16: 13, 14.

Colleges have their mission, and it is a glorious

one; and the church is the very Body of Christ; but

we must have a Head/>ww which we derive life and

all its equipments, and into which all grow up in all

things by the very life which He bestows. This

Head is God Himself, as revealed in Christ and

communicated by the Holy Ghost. Eph. 4: 15. l6 "

Sin has made man the companion of devils, and

there he will remain forever unless God will be

come man and restore all his disjointed faculties

and broken powers into harmony with God.

"What is man?" Stupendous, startling, thrill-

ing question! How many readers of this article

I

the fle

the Gardi

the perfection of the

of wonders through

Col.

n the glad, triumphant response

s? Note the past and present tense in

3, 14. God Incarnates Himself in man in

Earth is the sphere of redemption. In

of the
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flesh, not in glorified flesh, did Christ answer
:upreme question of our capacity and destiny.

Ro This rende

saviors of the world fearfully urgent and so

Such fine spun, soporific sermons as some pr

:h indifference as is too widely apparent in

„ to wise and manifold Christian work; sucli

is to exhibit the love, the devotion, the hoi

:
separateness of a God-born, Christ

people, are dubious indications that we appi ite

.lling to the kingdom and glory of J

Christ. 1 Cor. 1:9 and 1 Thess. 2: 12. "What
,„

'" is the question of questions that lifts I

il both into heaven and hell. Behold the lost

..jltering in the fiery billows of eternal damnati
Behold the blood-washed throng resplendent v

:xpressible glories of the Godman! John
l'et. 5: 1, Rom. 8: 17, 18, God knows what
an

;
therefore has He bought Him with
prehensible price. John 2: 25; 1 C

1 Pet.
1
19-

; worth of the soul; God's estimate of man
the blood of Jesus as the equivalent of human de
falcafion,—this is the inspiration of all our yearn

md prayers and efforts for the rescue of thi

perishing. The less we do to save the lost, the les:

nee do we give that we believe God and ap
prcciate His Gospel. I am glad you are surround
:d by a little band in the National Capital whosi

5 God has touched with Pentecostal fire, who
t it a joy to suffer for others, and "fill up that

which is behind of the afflictions of Christ." Col
May the same holy flame electrify tht

whole church of God!

Union Depo.-it, Pa.

HOLDING THE CLOTHES.

ft
ib.miljiii.slew

s laid down their clothes at a >(

s Saul."—Acts 7: 58.

into his death, and kept the :

This sacred history is similarly repeating itself

mong us daily. The witnesses who were bribed to

wear falsely were delegated to stone Stephen to
death. Perhaps the false swearing and stoning were
provided for in the same contract, hence, to palliate

normity of the crime, and soothe their guilty
lence, they laid down their clothes at Saul's
Saul took charge of, or held, the clothes,

they did the dastardly work. Saul being a
noted young man, who was brought up at the feet

maliel, could greatly assist them in carrying
the burden of a guilty conscience, by consenting

his death, and holding their clothes. The
was too vile and debauching for S.aul. It was

beneath his dignity to swear falsely and do the

>g, but he could consent that those who were
enough, should do the work, and he could

"hold their clothes."

Such is human nature! 1

Plwes of sin and iniquity are

1 higher planes for sanction
«nd those on the higher plai

«e guarded with the utmost
'consenting" to unlawful deed
those whom they
bey yield to inf

down toalowerp
Th above tex

lame It d escrih

se on the lower

er looking to those

id encouragement,

unless their lives

may be found

part of

ider far belt

es that tend to drag them
>f morality.

first mention of Saul'sth.

eh he
nng you

— ..- «M susceptible to outside nmucn.ee.
"* e became prominent before the world and upon

" sacred page, first by yielding to influence, giv-
" consent," and "holding the clothes" for a

""'derous work. From this initial step we find

eveloped into an active and violent persecu-
te'' of the Christian church, yet he claimed to be
"alous towards God as ye all are this day." Acts

'nular influences, and a failure to be governed
* 'he Scriptures, is working havoc in the Chris-

world to-day. You are at last expected to
vec°nsent, and "hold the clothes," while some-

»S9

body else does the direful work. We lo

; and noti

aptur.

1 the

Satan has captured many
louse is desecrated in various w
ihould take action, as he did in

usalem, there would certainly he
vould astonish many zealous Chri
Jiving consent, and holding the

: the cunning manner in which
churches. God's

ys, and if Christ

le temple in Je-

a cleansing that

clothes, by their
presence and silent approval. Charity balls are
held in the name of Christianity, and the guests,
decked in pomp and splendor, revel in luxury and
superfluity, making merry by tarrying long at the
wine cup. Multitudes give consent and hold the
clothes by speaking of the financial help rendered
to the poor. The inaugural ball at Washington is
a disgrace upon our Christian nation, not to be
winked atl Who is it that consents and holds the
clothes? Don't give the government officials all
the blame, until the millions of Christian voters re-
fuse to "hold the clothes."

The Bradley-Martin ball, for grandeur, extrava-
gance and vain glory, perhaps eclipsed all similar
events in the history of the world, while thousands
are starvjng for material bread, and millions for the
Bread of Life. How many Christian journals have
given consent and "held the clothes" by keeping
still about it, or speaking approvingly, because of
the money that passed into the hands of the poor
and laboring classes! The days of Belshazzar
have, perhaps, passed away, and God's handwriting
may not now appear on the wall, but it will appear
" when the books are opened and another book is

opened which is the Book of Life."

The monster social evil is the secret order delu-
sion, which is sapping the life-blood from a vast
number of churches. Instead of Christian profes-
sors consecrating themselves to Christ's work, they
are sidetracked into the lodge, under the delusion
that the order furnishes somethiug better than the
church and Gospel of Jesus Chn'st can furnish —
simply an improvement upon Christ's system,
which they cannot get patented, hence it must be
kept a profound secret. How many churches are
:onsenting and "holding the clothes " by giving it

:hurch fellowship? We next come to the tobacco
habit, and find millions of God's dollars bartered

>ison which perverts and depraves the appe-
:nfeeb!es and predisposes the system to a mul-

titude of diseases, debilitates and dwarfs the mind
nd intellect, and defiles the body which God de-
igned for the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.

Know ye not that your body is the temple of the
Holy Ghost?" 1 Cor. 6: 19 "If any man defile

the temple of God, him shall God destroy." 1 Cor.

3: 17-

Although our own Fraternity does not consent
to this impious habit being indulged in by the offi-

cial members, and even admonishes and labors
against it, yet is she not "holding the clothes" by
suffering it at all in the fold? To the reflective

mind this conclusion is inevitable, and how shall we
account for it?

We pass to the liquor traffic. Oh, horror! Pen
cannot picture, tongue cannot express, mind cannot
contemplate, the untold misery, woe and degrada-
tion entailed upon the human family by this nefa-
rious traffic! A hundred thousand souls are worse
than stoned to death annually. A fire is kindled
within them which first consumes reason; then de-
stroys life. The dealer kindles the fire and furnish

fuel to feed the flame, but who consents and

numbered with the blood-washed throng who re-
ceive the happy plaudit, " Enter thou into the joys
of thy Lord." but we are so prone to excuse our-
selves from the arduous labor of the harvest and
content to console ourselves by simply "giving
consent ' and "holding clothes." It is the ever-
pressing demand of nature for heavy pay and light
work. To this cause may generally be attributed
the poor success of church and Sunday school
woik. "Blessed are they which do hunger and
thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled

"

Matt. 5: 6.

West Cairo, Ohio,

A TYPE OF POPULAR CHRISTIANITY.

flV S. /. SHARr.

Rbcentlv, in a public place, a deacon, belonging
to one of the popular churches, remarked that all
the denominations in his town had been represent-
ed at a ball given the night before. One of our
members, who heard the deacon's statement, in-
quired whether any of our members were present,
and was answered by a parly who had attended the
ball, that "No Dunker was seen there" The
deacon replied, "The Dunker! are the only excep-
tion."

The last remark is very significant. Why are the
Dunkers "the only exception"? What has be-
come of the decisions of the General Assembly of

'- Presbyterian church, or the Discipline of the
Methodist chu ell as the de
other denominations? The answer is suggested by
the statement of a popular preacher who stated
that when he had preached against the vice of
dancing, then his duty was discharged. This ex-
plains the whole matter. The popular churches
have lost their grip on their members, who expect
to be reprimanded by their ministers in a general
way, which, they say, does not hurt, neither docs it

reduce the salary of the minister, as it is under-
stood the whole thing is a farce, and the members

Iy smile when the sermon against dancing and
is preached, knowing full well that

ill happen.

case. A company of young pco-
;ians," gather on a Wednesday
:ir meeting of Christian Endeav-
cise on the program is singing
id by reading of Scripture by Ihe

holds his clothes? "Lord, is it I?" Let 1

professing Christian and every moral man ask,

"Lord, is it I?" Then ask: "Whence comes the
saloon-keeper's authority to carry on this hell-

recruiting traffic?" The saloonist will find the
subjects and do all the work, if you will consent to

his license and " hold his clothes " with your vote.

We wonder how many of the Christian profes-

sors are actual and consecrated workers in the
Lord's harvest, and how many are only "giving
consent" and "holding the clothes?" Let us all

stand up and be counted, and if found in the latter

company, Christ's hint to the wise will be sufficient:

"The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are

few." We do want to be Christians and be

thing

Here is another

pie called "Chris
evening to hold th

or. The first exei

and prayer, follow:

leader, and some
Olher members quote or read verses of Scripture
and make remarks. These exercises are inter-
spersed with singing. A collection is taken up and
the secretary's report read. After this the meeting
is converted into a kind of " fandango." The room
is cleared of chairs, and all sail into the play as
they sing:

"Skip to me, Lou, my darling."

After this they dance as they sing:

" We'll all go down to Kouser's,

We'll all go down to Kouser's,

We'll all go down lo Kouser's,

And take a drink of beer."

closed by each gentleman
nd taking her home.

: of popular Christianity, and to

:ver heard of such a mixture of
orldly exercises, it seems scarcely

possible, but we have given the above just as relat-

ed to us by reliable witnesses. We conclude that
our Brethren have great reason to watch and pray,
lest they fall into temptation.

those \

ligio

his partner ;

one type oi

INFIDELS,—AND WHY?

Infidel,- ing in tbe

iTi

nd of Bibles.

Strang

be infidels in this

they do not believ

believe the Bible. It is not strange if w
2 Cor, 6: 15. Such persons may be just

in their belief, as we are in ours,

e.— Webster,

how there 1



260
EHE GOSPEL MESSEWGBB. April

Many think that the infidel hat. nu reason lor be

lieving as lie docs, but it would be a very foolish

person who would believe anything without a rea-

son (or it. In Matt. 5: 14 we read, "Ye are the

light of the world." Brother, is it any wonder that

the world looks at us, watches us, and tries us?

Now if the light, that should be manifested by us,

cannot be seen, whose fault is it? Is it the fault

of the persons who cannot see the light, or is it our

fault, because we do not let our light shine? Be-

cause the infidel cannot see our light, many of us

say, "He knows better," "He does not believe

what he says," etc. We are born from this world

into Christ's kingdom. John 3: 5 We have put

on Christ, Gal. 3: 27. We become the sons of

God. I John 3: 2. Our new life, therefore, must

he divine.

Now, is there not a difference between a worldly

and a divine life,—between a carnal and a spiritual

life? Is this difference of such a nature that world-

ly people can notice it? " Let your light so shine

before men, that they may see your good works."

Matt 5: 16. It is the effect of this light (good

works) that men are to see. Would it take long to

convince a person that th

if he uld look out

lind itself, but

tore than the

many of us

building

and sec trees swaying and the

Yet such a person does not see th<

only the if/ els of the wind.

We admit that one soul is worth

whole world, and yet, how hard

working lor that powerful, worshiped dollar! Then

notice the effort we are making to rescue those

who are in darkness,—one of whom is worth more

than the whole world! If it were money that was to

be gathered, would our isolated brethren have to

put forth so great an effort to get laborers? As it

is, it is only souls waiting to be gathered to Christ,

therefore the call for laborers is greatly neglected.

The questions, asked by the infidel, concerning

the Bible, are easily answered, but the life we live,

the little interest we take in spiiitual things, as

compared with carnal things, is a question that we

will find hard to answer. Considering the value of

souls and the effort we put forth, if it were put in

writing, would look like this:

The world for Jesus,—five cents for the cause.

" Ye are the light of the world."

When we consider these inconsistencies, can we

not take 1 good part f t lis blame whic h we have

plat ed on the infidel? H watches us to see where-

ur life differs from th worldly man' life. He
hea s us speak of thi onderful love which has

bee 1 shed abroad in hearts, a id ht w sad the

tho JBl". that he hears us peak in uch a way that

pro res w : do not love ne persor or persons; or,

we do, we have a » ay of manifesting it that he

>es not care to imitate. He notices that many of

; get angry, and, in fact, he does not see any rjif

rence between our lives and the worldly man';

fe. Of course, we go to church and sing, anc

>me pray, but it is the disposition, the spirit of

Christ 1

ing for.

ulrstol 1

He rill find us

daily life, that he is look-

ing ourselves for neglecting

1. He should sec that he is 111 Gnhpel line, 111 all

of his work, as understood by the General Confer-

2 He should see that the members are all work-

ing up to the Gospel rule. He must have a watch-

ful eye on the flock over which the Holy Ghost has

nade him an overseer.

3. He should often hold a consultation with his

o-laborers, so that there is a fair understanding

oncerning the work coming before the church.

4. He should lead out in all of the work of the

hurch, or, at least, give all the workers the encour-

gement they so much need.

5. He should be present, when at all possible, at

II the various services, to become fully acquainted

nth the work of the church. 1 le should attend the

regular services, the business meetings, the Bible

'ork, the Sunday school and the Sunday school

:achers' meelings. If the members know of him

being present at all of these services (and as many

more as may be of interest to the church), his

influence will be on the side of right, and the

:hurch will gain much confidence in him.

6. An elder may say he has no objections to Sun-

day schools, prayer meetings, Sunday school teach-

meetings, etc. While he may not say anything

against such gatherings, nevertheless he will not,

by his indifference, encourage them. Such neutrar

work will largely destroy an elder's influence.

"He that is not with me is against me; and he that

gathereth not with me scattcrcth abroad." Matt.

12: 30. There is no neutral ground in the Lord's

work. We must be either for Christ or against

him. During the late Rebellion Kentucky tried to

occupy neutral grounds, and not take, part in the

bloody war that was pending, but she was forced

to measures. Her alternative was, to either fall on

the side of right and be loyal, or on the side of

wrong and be rebellious. So it is in the church,—

we must either be for Christ or we will be aga'nst

him.

7. An elder is the most responsible person in the

church, hence he should see that the lambs are fed,

and then feed the sheep. John 21: 15. lC, 17.

Goshen, lnd.

Some people save all their courtesy and kind-

ness for those that have the least claim upon them.

We have known men who were polite and consid-

erate enough in dealing with strangers, but who

were also as rude as bears towards their own wives

and children. To say that this is all wrong is to

waste words in stating a most evident truism. The

first demand of duty is that we should be nobly

thoughtful of the rights and interests of those that

stand closest to us in the ranks of life. No dili-

gence of service to I he outside world can be a just

offset to the lack of devotion to one's own house-

hold.

—

C. - Idvoeate.

FAREWELL.

our duty. Why should those, outside of Chri

accept Christ? If we will be excused for neglect-

ing our duty, will not they be excused also? They

have only neglected their duty.

Brethren, let us take the advice we find in 2 Cor.

13: 5,
" Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the

faith: prove your own selves. Know ye not your

own selves, how that Jesus Christ is. in you, except

ye be reprobates?" Jesus gave his life for the un-

believer. What are we willing to give? What

spirit do we show? Rom. 8: 9 tells us, "If any

man have not the spirit of Christ, he is none of his."

Oelevia, Ntbr.

AN ELDER'S INFLUENCE.

BY J. H. MILLER.

How careful in elder should be to keep the good

of the church in view! He should watch over his

flock with much care,

"Happy is that people whose God is the Lord."— Psa.

144. IS.

There is no word in our language so hard to

pronounce as the word "farewell," provided we

have to pronounce it to those, who, from long asso-

ciation, we have learned to love; or those whom na-

ture's ties have endeared to us. It must, in either

case, move the emotions of our natures to their

1 farewell' of paration;

it signals the sundering of ties that bind hearts that

beat in unison for a common cause. It is the last

word at separation and, necessarily, calls up mem-

ories of the past and thoughts of the future, but the

emotions, the memories and the thoughts, depend

upon the character of the associations that are to

be severed.

There arc some associations that we are gl a j

say farewell to, and only wish the word migj

prove a grave of oblivion to their memories. The,,

are some associations we part with gladly, and try

to lose the memory of their scenes in forgetfu | ncs!

of the past; but there are surroundings, there
are

scenes, and there are associations, we fondly ch et .

ish in our memories, though we know our seplri.

tion must be for life. It is the farewell to such
thai

stirs the emotions of our hearts and causes reflec

tions upon the past, and thoughts of the future.

As I take leave of the Mountain View church as™

ciatiens, my thoughts go back over the past, and cal

up memories pleasant and memories not so pleas,

ant. When 1 recall the happy associations of t|„

half-dozen faithful of God's children, who first met

in the little brick schoolhouse, west of here, when 1

think of the fraternal greeting, the "God blcs

you," the fervent pleadings at the altar, for the sU[

cess of the little mission just springing into exis'

ence, when the scenes of those bygone days come

floating back upon my thoughts, and in memory
I

live them over again, my whole being trembles with

emotion, and my heart swells with gratitude to our

Heavenly Father.

Then it is pleasant to think of those who came

"by the door into the sheepfold" and were "buried

with him in baptism." Then we think of some

went away and walked no more with the people of

God, and that is not so pleasant. We think, too, of

some who have gone to their reward, and some

have gone to other fields of labor, and a ripp'e ol

sadness steals over our memories, as we meditate

upon the uncertainty of life and all humai

deavor.

But the saddest reflection of all is the thought ol

how little we have done, with such great opportuni

ties before us. I am not going to say, I have don

what I could, for that would not be literally true.

But what I have done is of the past-, what I have

not done, I must leave for some one else to dc

The past is gone forever; we cannot recall it. It

has gone with all of its opportunities; its joys and

sorrows are all beyond recall, except in memory,

and we bid it fa-ewell and look to the fuiure. Thi

past we are compelled to leave in the hands of I

merciful God, the future we ought to trust to him

Where we shall spend the remainder of our days, is

of little consequence, how we spend them is o

importance. What our surroundings may be, will

not be of so much consequence as how we improve

our opportunities, and our opportunities wi

pend, largely, upon our own exertions.

What time will be allotted to each of us

none can know; nor will it make much difference,

' life's ,vork as far 1

to go, and do it 1

•Preached in the Mountain View chnrch, before taking his

departure for Indiana, his future home,

e are certain it will i:otbe

: will be sleeping the sleep

that knows no waking, but we cannot tell whose

turn will be first; perhaps the one who least thinks

of it, but what does it matter if we are prepared for

the change? Death is but the common lot of all,

and those who die first are soonest freed from life'3

disappointments.

" Happy is that people whose God is the Lord.']

Then you must be a happy people, whatever y°» r

vicissitudes, for I know the Lord is your God, and

I believe your trust is in him. Then you must be

happy, or David was mistaken. I do not believe,

however, that David meant that your sky would

always be cloudless, or your pathway alway*

smooth, that you would have no disappointments

or sorrows in life. If he meant that I know he 1™

mistaken. I think he meant that a people who »
cepted, trusted and obeyed the Lord, woulc

1

happy in spite of the rough places in life's journey;

happy in anticipation of the promised reward; nap-

py in the consciousness of the Lord's protecting

Now, as I take the parting hand, I can commen

you to nothing surer or better than the P r°" C,","™

providence and loving care of him whose regard »

his creatures is so constant that "not a spa"^

falls without his notice." " Happy is that pe°P

whose God is the Lord." History "rroboW

that statement. People, who have accepted
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3 rd as their God, have always been the

of his especial favors, and so I commend you to hi;

grace but I do not think your sky 1

frCe
from clouds, or that you

trouble, and I do not ask that it should be so. I

not think you will be free from sorrow; that is

e of the conditions of humanity, and 1 do not

ask that you should be freed from that either.

I know you will not be " carried to the skies on

flowery beds of ease," and I shall not pray that you
but my prayer is, that the Lord may be your

God, and that your trials, sorrows and disappoint-

ments may not be greater than his mercies, and
idst all your vicissitudes, the sunshine of

his love may ever illuminate your pathway, dis-

perse the clouds from your life's horizon, and sus-

tain you in every trial, "that you may come off

more than conquerors through him that loved you."

jiljr future and yours lie hidden beyond. We can-

not know what is before us, and it is well that it is

s o, A merciful Providence has intended it so for

our own good. But whatever the future may have

in store for me, wherever my lot may be cast, this

one thing we may be assured of, that my prayers

shall ever be for the success of the Mountain View
church, and the upbuilding of his cause and king-

dom in the City of Denver. The fraternal affec-

tion, the kind words of encouragement and the gen-

erous hospitality of those who have been my co-

laborers, who have held up my hands and strength-

adversity shall always be held in loving

remembrance, while life and memory shall last.

I bid farewell to my associations in Colorado, in

most part, with deep regrets. For more than four-

1 have been familiar with its scenes, and
ties that bind me here that are hard to

break; the very mountains seem to say, "You
should drop a tear as a tribute to our memory."
Do you wonder, then, that the emotions of my
heart should be stirred, that the fountain of my
tears should be broken up? Nothing tells the tale

of affection more forcibly at separation, than the

tear that silently steals down the cheek.

And may I not think that somewhere, in the far-

away future, when the scenes of this service shall

have faded from the memory of some, by some it

shall be recalled, and in memory re-enacted, and
may I not hope that some tear may escape from
the fountain of true affection, as a tribute to the

memory of bygone days?

And now, in the language of Abraham Lincoln,

with charity for all and malice toward none," I

bid you all an affectionate farewell.

Villa Park, Colo.

^THE t SUNDAY + SCHOOLS

LESSON LIQMT-FLASHES.

Paul Begins his First Missionary Journey.

-

Lesson for May 2.

Antioch will always be a notable city in the re-

ligious world, as being the place from whence start-

ed the first missionaries on the great mission of

evangelizing the world for Christ. Here the fol-

lowers of Christ were first called Christians, for the
very good reason that they lived Christ in their

'•ving. It is a fitting thing that the first mission-
aries should get their call through a people after

this order.

Here they were waiting on their ministry and the

more fully consecrating their lives to the Lord and
lhe work by fasting and prayer. While in this con-
dition the Holy Ghost said to them; "Separate me
Hamabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have
Cal led them." It will be noticed that this was not

|

h=ir call. This had been done by the Lord before,

n this special way,

: the wisdom needed

but

!fce choice of the:
n setting apart men for so important a work. In

Edition, to being men full of the Spirit, having the
j^ded zeal and energy, they also had the intel-
lec tual qualifications which would enable them to

"*« and cope with all the wisdom and worldly
p°wer that might be brought to bear against them
,Q
Presenting the princinl<>= nf this new form of re-

ligion, and, further, we are told that before sending
them out, they again fasted, prayed and laid hands
on them.

All this goes to show the importance that thess

men attached to the great work of rescuing souls

for Christ. Not only was the work looked upon as

a great one, but those who were to do it needed en-

couragement and assured power. If the prayers of
the faithful were sufficient to burst the chains that

held Peter, and to open the strong doors of the
prison and let the captive go free, what would not
the fasting and prayers of the Christians of Antioch
do for these men who were sent out to witness for

Christ? It gave them the needed assurance, and
they went forth feeling that they had underneath
their arms the power of God, as asked for by their

brethren. No one can afford to go as a missionary
for God without feeling that he has back of him the

encouragement,—and we magnify the word,—and
the prayers of God's people. This means as much
to the church as it does to the missionary, because
the " Go ye " is to the church as a body, and not to

the members as individuals. Those sent are the

church's representatives, to do that part of the
work that it cannot do, as a body. The church
does its part by sending, encouraging and praying.

In this the church is co-interested, because, if the

work is not done, she has failed in her purposes
and the work is not done.

But is this encouragement and help needed on
the part of the sent? It was in this case, as the

narrative shows. They had not gone far until they
met with opposition. A Bar-jesus confronted them
with false doctrine, and had they not received the

encouragement given and the power of the Spirit,

they would not have been able to withstand the

force arrayed against them. They needed it, not

only to repel the onslaughts of the wicked, but also

to give force and conviction to the messages of

truth they were sent to deliver. It was because of

this manifestation of power that the deputy was
confirmed in the truth and accepted it to the salva-

tion of his soul.

What was true in the case of Paul and Barnabas
has been true of all missionaries since, and is quite

as true to-day as it ever has been. That the world

may be saved for Christ, missionaries must be sent,

and the church must do it. If you are a part of

the church, you must be either one of the senders

or goers. Which are you? Which will you be?

If the church separates or sets apart ytu, as a

goer, go, and your brethren and sisters will do the

fasting, praying and encouraging. You know how
to do the fasting,—abstain from eating for a season

for Christ's sake. You know how to do the pray-

ing.—this is the easiest part, and, because of it,

many are willing to do the praying,—but do you
know how to do the encouraging? By giving to

them what they need in the prosecution of their

work, and supplying their common wants. To
send means to provide. A missionary must have

food and raiment, the same as other Christians.

They have traveling expenses,—need books and

the common necessaries of life, the same as other

people,—the same as you. Now, if he goes and

you stay at home, how can you have a part in the

work that he is to do? You can do this by helping

to send him, or, to make it still plainer, by bearing

a part of his expenses. This you all can do. By
all doing a little, as the Lord prospers, the burden

is made light for each one. In this way you can

bear each other's burdens, and so fulfill the law.

This is the written, as wt 11 as the unwritten law of

Christ, whom we all wish to love and obey. Not

only do we want to bear each other's burdens, as

children of the same family, but we want to help to

gather into the fold of Christ, those who are loaded

down with the burden of sin, whose ways are dark-

ness, and whose benighted souls are longing for the

light of the Gospel of peace, life and salvation.

That these poor and benighted people might see

the light and hear the tidings of good news, these

missionaries were sent out. That the millions that

are to-day groping in the same darkness may be

made to see and rejoice in this same light, the Mas-

ter wants us to go, as did his servants of old. Will

we go? If not, wilt we help others to go? We
must do the one or the other, or we will lose our
title to the sonship.

" Go, work in my vineyard" has been ringing in

the ears of God's people all down through the ages.
And the nearer we approah to the end the louder it

rings. Hear, awake to the call to-day, as to-

morrow, next week, or next year it may be too late!

DON'TS FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS
AND TEACHERS.

1. Don t begin the Sunday school later than the
hour announced. To do so casts reflection upon
the Superintendent s business ability, and, perhaps,
upon his standard of honesty and truthfulness,

Thirty persons who come on time when the Sunday
school begins twenty minutes late, are cheated out

of ten hours' precious time. Make the calculation

for yourself.

2. Don't fail to give a hearty hand-shake to every
stranger who comes into your Sunday school. In-

vite each one to come again,

3. Don't pass a pupil unnoticed when he returns

to your class, after having been absent one Sunday
or more. Don't fail to tell him how much you
missed him and how glad you are to see him come
back.

4 Don't offer a long prayer at the opening or

closing. The best prayer recorded in the Bible has

only about forty-nine words, and can be repeated in

less than a minute. In Sunday school prayers, let

that prayer be your model in brevity, as in other

respects. Don't ask a minister, who always makes
long prayers, to exercise in prayer in your Sunday
school, unless you ask him to make a short prayer,

5. Don't fail to be a real, earnest Bible student.

That alone will make you worthy of your place as

Superintendent or teacher. That alone will inspire

the same traits in those whom you direct.

6. Don't give a long talk to your Sunday school

after the lesson has closed, The chances are that

it will not be appreciated, and it may cau*e some
boy to wish he had gone fishing or loafing with

some of his associates, instead of having come to

Sunday school.

7. Don't use over ten minutes for opening and
ten minutes for closing. Five minutes will often be

preferable to ten.

8. Don't continue more than one hour. A few

members of the Bible class might object to this ad-

vice, but a vote of the primary classes would sus-

tain it. When the little fellows have finished their

lessons and have become restless, that means they

vote to adjourn,

9. Don't miss any one, in questioning your class.

If you should do so, that one is apt to think he is

not much needed,—not of much importance to the

class. He may conclude, too, that he can get along

smoothly without studying his lesson.

10. Don't pass the questions around in order, or

by turn. Some fellow is apt to be mathematician

enough to calculate when his turn will come; and if

you ask just the same questions given in the Quar-

tctly (which you should not do), he will get ready

for his question and not give attention to the dis-

cussion of the rest.

11. Don't let two or three do all the talking in

class. That may kill your class. It is very dis-

tasteful to modest members of your class, who
would like to take some part, but do not think it

quite polite to drive their word in edgewise. Dis-

tribute your work fairly.

12. Don't do all the talking yourself. That will

kill your class, surely. More teachers err by talk-

ing too much than by talking too little. Do not

say yourself what you might draw from some mem-
ber of your class. If you get it from one of your

pupils, you are a better teacher and he is a better

pupil than if you had spoken the thought yourself.

Even what you give to a class, you should get back

again from your pupils, to be sure that you have

really taught them something.

McPherton, Kans.
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THE BROKEN PINION.

I WALKKit 111 ihc woodland meadows,

Where sweet itae (hrusbes sing,

And found on a bed of mosses

A bird with a broken wing;

I healed its wing, and each morning

ft sang its old, sweet strain;

But the bird with the broken pinion

Never soared as high again.

I found a young life broken

Hy sin sedu

And touched with a Chrisl like pity,

1 took him to my heart;

He lived with a nobler purpose,

And struggled not in vain,

linl the life that sin had stricken

Never soared as high again.

Hut the bird with a broken pinion

Kept another from the snare,

And the life that sin had stricken,

Raised another from despair;

Each loss has its compensation,

There's healing for each pain,

Hut the bird with the broken pinion

Never soared as high again,

t; HI.

NAMES THAT HAVE NOT DIED.

BY :

In Four Parts.—Part Four.—Emily Chubbuck Judson.

Emily Chubbuck, known better to the literary

world as Fanny Forrester, was bom in Eaton, N, J ,

Aug 22. 181 7, Her name stands not the lowest on

the record of literary peers; and,—characteristic of

so many writers,—she worked her way thither

through poverty and hardship. Beneath them she

struggled with a heroism worthy of her aim in life,

overcoming obstacles and discouragements which

would have crushed a fainter heart. She did not

gain her reputation as a wiiter instantaneously, but

step by step, through many weary months and

years; sometimes hoping, sometimes weeping; but

ever toiling with a determination which knew no

such word i 'fail.'

She was only eleven years old when she assisted

in the maintenance of her family by daiiy labor in a

woolen mil. By attending district school in the

winter, when the mill was closed, and applying her-

self diligently to night study at home, often poring

over her books until two o'clock, she began teach-

ing at fifteen, after which time she taught and

wrote continuously, until, out of her small salary,

and the still smaller proceeds from her sketches,

she had saved enough to procure for her parents a

comfor'able home, thus fulfilling the promise which

she breathed unto her childish heart, while toiling

in the woolen mill, that she would lift the burden

from their shoulders some day.

THE GOSPEL IMIESSIEnsra-I&JJtK.

From her first book she realized only fifty dollars,

the proceeds of an edition of fifteen hundred copies.

But the young writer was not discouraged, and,

shortly afterwards, wrote several juvenile books

with scarcely more gratifying results. During this

period the poor girl enjoyed no luxuries and few

comforts. Her pen and parchment were her dear-

est treasures, and still she hoped and labored on.

But recognition came at last, as it is always sure

to come to deserving merit, and wfth it came a hap-

pier day for Fanny Forrester,— a day when the

woolen mill was forgotten, and the struggles of

yesterday were but a feeble memory. She was just

in the meridian of her literary glory when she be-

came acquainted wilh Dr. Judson. In that ac-

quaintance "two paths met;" and it was plain to

all that the exalted gifts of this famous woman
were destined to be consecrated to a diviner service

beyond the sea.

It was a regretful day for the literary world when

Fanny Forrester became the wife of " that old mis-

sionary; " but a glorious day it was for the Master's

cause in Burmah, where the harvest was so great

and the laborers so few. Happy in her choice, the

bride accompanied her husband to their Maulmain

home, where she immediately applied herself to

the study of the Burmese language, and shortly

afterwards prepared an acceptable biography of

Sarah Boardman Judson. In all respects, she was a

fitting companion for Dr. Judson, to whom she ren-

dered much valuable assistance in his foreign toil.

One happy year rolled by, and a little daughter

came to the missionary home in Burmah. Then it

was that the poet-mother gave birth to the immor-

tal poem, from which are quoted the following

stanzas:

" Ere last year's moon had left the sky

A birdling sought my Indian nest,

And folded, 0, so lovingly,

Her liny wings upon my breast.

" From morn till evening's purple tinge,

In winsome helplessness she lies;

Two rose leaves with a silken fringe

Shut softly on her starry eyes.

" There's not in Ind a lovelier bird,

Broad earth owns not a happier nest;

O God, thou hast a fountain stirred,

Whose waters nevermore shall rest."

Her work among the native women shows to

what degree the love of Christ may constrain the

willing soul to toil

missionary career

the seemingly greater results of her two predeces-

sors, yet her efforts were not in vain, and it may

well be said of her; "She hath done what she

could."

In 1S50 Dr. Judson's health suffered so alarming-

ly that he was compelled to try a sea voyage, leav-

ing his wife to give birth to a son who did not

survive. Added to this, the sad tidings of her hus-

band's death was, indeed, a heart-break to the lov-

ing woman; and, with ineffable tenderness, we draw

; sorrow and loneliness of that

uffer, and while her short

d her from accomplishing

spirit,

the curtain over the s

Maulmain home.

In 1851, broken in body, though ca!

she returned to America, where, after a few year

of retirement, "devoted mainly to her husband'

memory," she closed her weary, tearful eyes. Thu

passed from earth a loving and lovely woman, ani

"her works do follow her."

Johnstown, Pa.

AMONQ THE INDIANS.

I have been asked whether there are openings

for missionary work among the Indians. My ob-

servation has been confined to the Apaches, and it

is my opinion that missionaries can find all the

work they can do, in a life-time, among them.

There are. perhaps, at least a half-dozen divisions

among the Apaches, and most of the individuals

whom I have met belong to the White Mountain

tribe. The members of this branch are more no-

madic than some; of their, brethren, and have the

APril 24, 1897.

putation of being more intelligent. They are
illing to work, if given opportunity, though

i t

ust be said that they become tired of continuous

labor, and want a change soon. In this respect

/ever, they are not so different from many white
i. Missionary work can not be done by enthu
ticaily going among them with a Bible and a

hymn book. Thev are not ready for that, and

nust first be taught some of the plain things
f

:ivilization. The children are the best subjects

teach. When removed from the influence
f

ribal customs and superstitions of the "medicine

nen " they seem to learn as readily as white chil-

Iren could be expected lo do, if their experience

had been limited by the life of an Indian camp.

Not long ago, the officer in charge of the

Apaches at this place, summoned one of the chiefs

to the agency office. Some of the Indians belong-

ng to this chief's band, were accused of an offense

igainst good morals, and inquiries were being made

10 that proper punishment could be administered,

f the accused were shown to be guilty. I was im .

pressed by the reply of the old chief, coming as it

did, from a " blanket Indian." When asked by the

nterpreter to tell what he knew about the case, he

iaid: " I have heard about it, but I don't know if it

s so. When I hear that people do bad things, I

don't go and tell anybody, but I feel sorry all the

ne." I thought that was pretty good philosophy

come from a "savage."

Fori Apache, Arizona.

WASN'T TRAINED TO DRINK.

It is lunchtime on a famous transatlantic "flyer,"

ship well-nigh too feet long, with engines of

20,000 horse- power and 1 , 500 voyagers, writes

Frances E. Willard in Union Signal.

rfere are your table tickets," said the steward,

a minute later I found myself seated at the

captain's right hand. The distinction surprised

for it was usually given to some famous poli-

tician, noted capitalist, or society leader. A tee-

totaler and temperance reformer is the last one to

be thus honored, for the captain generally takes a

s of wine at dinner, and if he does not, his

guests are likely to do so.

But this time our captain was a strict total ab-

stainer, And why not? He was bred in Maine

1 the age of five, was a Good Templar from his

youth, and told me he "had never known the taste

if liquor in his life." He was a noble specimen

f manhood,— over six feet high and well-propor-

ioned, weighing 280 pounds, and carrying himself

/ith gracious dignity.

We talked of his career. He had risen from "be-

ore the mast," until he had now been for years

aptain of a first-class "ocean greyhound," and he

told me that he owed it all to his clean habits.

When he first began to rise, the ship on which he

was an officer, put into the port of San Francisco,

and as it was "a great day," all the men were

drinking, the captain leading on and asking him to

"celebrate." "I did not know but it would cost

me my chance," he told me, "but I could not go

back upon my training, and I said, ' Captain, I never

touched a drop in my life, and I can't begin now.'

Upon this the captain clapped him on the shoulder

and said, " I wish to God that the same was true

of me."

A contributor to one of our exchanges advises

people to take eight hours' sleep on Saturday night

—good, sensible advice—in order that they maV

'• come to public worship, rejoicing as a bridegroom

to run a race." We are not quite sure what sort 01

a race this might be, unless the good man is think-

ing of " courtship by capture."

Goo is no respecter of persons, but he is a

specter of character. God holds the person otno

one in admiration, as do undiscriminating men, but

it is character—love and truth and purity—he hold5

in admiration. God denounces sin, but he lo'

man as man, because, in the beginning,

man in his own divine image,

ted
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No need of fear; for he who said, "Go," also

said, "And lo I am with you alway, even
the end of the world." Those 'who are

ing" realize most the presence of a loving

Chicago has one butcher shop fo

two hundred and five families, and one
for every thirty-five. The former sells butch
ered animals, and the latter butchers r

women, young and old.

In the Missionary Record a young
physician in China writes: "It makes
frantic sometimes when I think of what a little

bit I can get done compared with the need,
Stir them up at home to send another woman

Brother, sister,

watches of the night,

heaven from your bended k

acceptable reas(

to God, why you

IK'.U

the

The brethren and sisters in Harrisburg,

Pa., have recently had their attention called to

the great needs of China's millions, and have
sent in $4.50 to begin a fund which they hope
will soon be targe enough to justify sending a

missionary to that land.

Among the many things, which Sister Car-

rie Westergren has to say of the work in

Washington, she relates the following: " In ask-

ing two little boys if they went to Sunday
school, they answered, ' No; mamma is too poor
to buy us clothes.' A third one overhearing

this interrupted, 'I am rich. 1 can go to Sun-

day school, if you tell me where it is.' The
thought came to me, If the children of our

Heavenly Father realized they were rich. like

this little boy did, I think each one of God's
rich children would support a minister to his

poor neighbor family,—a good minister, too,

though cheap,—one that will preach fifty-two

sermons a year for si.00 (the Gospel Mes-
senger)." During the month of March Sister

Westergren sold sixty-eight copies of the

Messenger on the streets of Washington.

It will not be amiss for those intending to

he foreign missionaries to give some attention

10 the study of medicine, for the healing of the
body has often been the opening door of the

heart. The testimony of Hon. J. W. Foster,

Ex-Secretary of the U. S. Treasury, has weight

on this point: "A special feature in the mission
ivurk of the world, to whu h great enlargement
has been given in late years, is the medical

We found that in China, where

" Right is right, since God is God,
And right the day must win;

To doubt would be disloyalty.

To falter would be sin."

While Nebraska has had its discouragingly
hard times and failures in crops, recently the
church at Beatrice showed their loyalty to the
Master's cause by sending in a contribution of

S34-SS for the Orphanage at Smyrna. After all

it may not be the hard times 50 much as a will-

ing and determined mind,

Forney, MUfcru, 11.95; Walnut

In the Missionary Record reference is mad<
to the liberality of Chinese Christians in (hi:

country. Two years ago the Presbyterian Chi
nese of California, besides contributing liberal

ly to the home work, sent $3,500 to China to as
sist in the conversion of their countrymen
The annual report of the Methodist Chinesi
work shows Si 5.07 per member was contribute*
by them; the Congregationalist report shows at

average of S34.09 contributed by them pei

member. This money comes from the hard-
earned wages of the working-man, and yet
there are those who tell us that the Chin;

can make nothing but a "rice Christian
the above is a sample of a "rice Christiar

would pray that we may have more
Christians." If the Presbyterian church,
its wealth, conlnlmii/d proportionately, oui

sionary work would not lack for money, but
would be carried forward with ever-increasing

enthusiasm.

The king who deeded his lands to the Lord
but stipulated- that the fruit gathered from ii

should be his own, was like some Christians
They tell us they have dedicated themselves
and all they have, to God; but the evidence in

their lives is not forthcoming, and they contin

irldly p

herds: "Our cattle also shall go with us. Tr.

shall not an hoof he left behind, for everytli

must we take to serve the Lord our God; and
we know not with what we must serve the Lord,
until we come hither." Neither do we, as

Christians, know which of our possessions 01

powers for service he will lake until we "come
hither." We do know that "everything must
we take to serve the Lord our God." He who
questions or withholds at all, can never ki

what real consecration is. We must bring

all to the altar.
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What wc like from the churches is short reports

and plenty of them.

VVk are arranging to publish a full report of the

coming Annual Meeting.

Bro. D. A. Hufford, Pyrmont, Ind., should now

be addressed at Cando, N. Dak,

Those who sent us copies of No. 11 will please

accept our thanks. We now have all we need.

Last Sunday a young sister was received into

the church at the Mount by confession and bap-

The District Meeting of Western Pennsylvania

will be held at Meyersdalc, May 12. Special notice

next week.

The series of meetings held by Bro. Peter Stuck-

man, at New Knterprise, Pa., resulted in seventeen

Burden the Annual Meeting with just as few

queries as possible. Let us get to doing mere mis-

sionary work!

The Annual Meeting comes unusually late this

year, commencing June 8. This is on account of

Easter coming late.

Bro. H. B. Brumbaugh has been selected to rep-

resent the Middle District of Pennsylvania on the

Standing Committee.

Hereafter all communications for this office,

should be addressed thus: "Brethren Publishing

House, Mount Morris, 111."

Bro. George W. Si ude baker is to represent

Southwestern Kansas, Southern Colorado and Ok-

lahoma Territory on the Standing Committee.

The Brethren at Goshen, W. Va., are preparing

to erect a meetinghouse at that place. They re-

port a good opening and encouraging prospects.

Since the church news from each State is now
given separately, let our correspondents see to it

that each State has a good showing in our columns.

BRO. Geo. L. Studebaker is now in the midst of

an interesting meeting in Goshen, Ind. Last Sun-

day he delivered a very able sermon on " The Res-

urrection," that was very highly appreciated.

The clerks of some of the State Districts have

not yet sent us the names of the elders selected to

represent the Districts on the Standing Committee.

It is important that we have the names of these

elders.

Sister Maggie E. Ro

large number of Mess

pleased to send to some

use of them.

, of Canton, 111., has a

:s that she would be

who can make good

A few days ago a telegram called Bro. J. G
Royer to Cando, N. D., to the bedside of his daugh

ter, LiMie, who is very sick with a severe attack of

typhoid fever.

In New York and Brooklyn there are said to be

1,300,000 Catholics, with 363 churches to accommo-

date them. This means over 3,500 communicants

to the church.

Bro. Fercken writes us there are now twenty-two

orphans in the Orphanage, and thiee more are to be

provided for soon. He states that they are all en-

joying good health.

Let every Sunday school, not using our litera-

ture, send for samples of our helps. We are will-

ing to have them compared with any Sunday

school helps published.

On the missionary page of this issue will be

found a report of the money received for the India

sufferers. The money received for that purpose

will be reported each month.

Some one writes for a non chemical tobacco an-

tidote that will prove a success. Here is one: The

WILL. If rightly applied, and continued, it will

prove a success in every instance.

Writing from the Mississinewa church, Ind.,

Bro. Calvin W. Hooke reports a series of meetings

held by Bro. G. L. StudebaVer and others, which

closed the nth, with three accessions.

HIVE1
D0LLAR is tne Pnce of the Messenger

IJ1\H from now t0 the end of tne Present year -

By calling on those who are not now taking the

paper, our agents might add a number of names to

r list.

The money .*.*.*. .~.

warded just as fast as enough

d for India sufferers is for-

:d to justify

the sending. There is no charge for receiving or

transmitting this money. Every cent goes to'India

where it is needed.

Though Bro. D. L. Forney lives fifty miles from

the Mississippi, yet he writes that there is water on

three sides of his home from the overflow of the

river. The high waters from the river are still do-

ing great damage.

A small denomination recently

nation of S2 000. But since that denomination

no schools, no paper and no missions, she does

know what to do with the money, What p

stewards for the Lord's cause!

Bro. T. T. Myers writes that he recently baptized

four in Brooklyn, N. Y., and that others are to be

baptized soon. He also adds, that, in Philadelphia,

thirty-two have been baptized since Jan. 1, and that

eight mote are to be baptized in the course of a

week or two. "

Every instance of plagiarism, in the Messenger,

reported to us, is carefully looked into, and the

guilty parties reminded of their mistake. During

the last four years we have had four cases reported,

and the parties are not likely to repeat the offense.

We call special attention to the middle para-

graph in the standing notices on the missionary

page. This relates to a matter of great importance

to every State Mission Board in the Brotherhood,

and if the opportunity therein granted is made

good use of, the Messenger will be placed in about

nine hundred families in the different mission fields.

Not long since a Disciple minister of some re-

pute preached, in Southern California, seven ser-

mons against the faith and practice of the Brethren

Bro. I. D. Parker listened to him patiently, and

then delivered seven discourses in reply. It seems

that our people are quite well pleased with the in-

vestigation and the results. Truth never loses any-

thing by investigation,

This year the Standing Committee will meet on

the Annual Meeting ground, at Frederick City,

Md„ on Thursday morning, at 8 A. M., June 3, to

organize. All business, intended for the Commit-

tee, should be in their hands as early as possible,

and the Committee will be under no obligations to

iny paper after the close of the noon ses-

Monday, June 7.

Bro Silas Hoover closed his series of meetings

in Baltimore, Md., with four accessions by confes-

sion and baptism. At times the hall was not large

enough to hold all the people desiring to attend

the services. The Brethren here stand very much
in need of a house of worship. Bro. Hoover writes

that they are the most united band of members in

their work that he has yet met.

Rosa Whitmbr, of Conway Springs,

communication to this office, writes en-

couragingly concerning the " Sisters' Missionary

Circle," and thinks there is an opening for our sis-

ters to do a great and good work by helping the poor

id looking after the orphans. Most assuredly

,n our sisters find much to do along this line, and

; feel certain that they will undertake it if they

proper encouragement.

Several of our correspondents violated the postal

law by pasting a printed clipping on a postal card

and mailing it to us without placing an extra stamp

on the card. Another pastes white paper over the

printed matter on a card, and then writes his com-

munication. He, too, violates the law. Still an-

other puts his manuscript in an unsealed envelope,

bearing only a one cent stamp, thinking to save one

cent. This is another violation of law.

A correspondent in one of our exchanges, in-

timates that if it had been the Lord's intention

that people should adorn themselves with beautiful

feathers, he certainly would have made them grow

on the parts of the body desired. It is further sug-

gested that the only living person who was ever

thus adorned by nature was the great King of Baby-

lon, who lost his reason, and ate grass like an ox.

We know that long hair is a glory to the woman,

but we fail to see wherein feathers are any glory to

Our readers will please bear in mind that the

Full Report of the coming Annual Meeting, which

we shall bring out, will be the only carefully-edited

report that will be published, and that it is not to

be compared with the ordinary newspaper reports

that appear in the dailies. We employ a first-class

stenographer, who understands that kind of work,

and then we go over his manuscript with care, to

see that the speeches come out in good shape.

Our long experience in this line enab'es us to give

to our people the proceedings of the Conference

in a creditable form, and we predict that our com-

ing report will not only be equal to any that has

yet appeared, but, in some respects, may be an im-

provement. We are preparing to give it more than

ordinary attention, and then get it to our readers

at a very early date. The price will be the same as

heretofore, 25 cents, or S2 50 a dozen.

ceived, from Washington City, a telegram announc-

ing the death of E'd. J. C. Lahman, who died of

paralysis, on Tuesday, at 1 P. M., in the home of

Bro. Albert Hollinger. This will be sad news to

thousands of our readers who have long known

Bro. Lahman, and knew him only to love and re-

spect him. He and his wife had spent the winter

at their Southern home, near Hawthorn, Fla., and

were on their way to relatives in Pennsylvania. It

was their purpose to remain in Washington a few

days, and Bro. Lahman had arranged to deliver a

few Bible talks while in the city. The message al-

so states that his body will be brought west, and

will be buried at Franklin Grove, 111,, his former

home. Bro. Lahman has not been in good health

for over a year, and while it is sad to hear of his

departure, his death was not altogether unexpected.
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Some people seem not to know what to do with
their Messengers when through reading them.
We suggest that they give them to their poor
neighbors. The poor should have the Gospel
preached to them, and this is a most effectual way
of doing it. Copies might also be mailed to some
friend. Mark a few of the best articles and items
for your friends to read, and they are almost cer-

tain to give such parts close attention. It always
pays to give or send people marked papers. Try
it and watch the results.

The Brethren in California are showing becom-
ing zeal in missionary work. The late District
Meeting decided to put two missionaries in the
field, and sustain them for one year. This is the
right way to go about missionary work in any
State District. Every District should have at least

one man in the field, who devotes all his time and
energies to labor on the outskirts. We believe
that there is no other way of making home mis-
sionary work a real success. We trust that the ac-
tion of California will prompt the older Districts to
follow her example, put good workers in the field

and keep them there.

When contributing money for the Orphanage in

Smyrna, our people should not ask Bro. Fercken
to name an orphan after them or any one else.

Such a course upon his part would seem like par-
tiality in the eyes of the orphans; would give rise

to hard feeling, and might also be resented by both
the Armenians and the Turkish authorities. So,
please do not ask Bro. Fercken to do such an un-
wise thing. It should be borne in mind that Tur-
key is not a free country where one may do very
much as he pleases in matters of this kind. The
Turks are exceedingly suspicious about Americans,
and it becomes them to move cautiously in their
undertakings.

Our attention is called to a minister, who visited

a young sister for the purpose of admonishing her
concerning her disposition to follow the foolish and
vain fashions of the world. It seems that she re-

ceived the admonition kindly, and intended to profit

by it. But later she happened in a store, and saw
that minister purchase some tobacco for his own
use. Of course the sister was shocked, and well

might she be. He had reproved her for following
the fashions of the world, and now when she sees
him doing something just as bad, if not worse, she
is amazed, and not only loses confidence in that min-
ister, but her interest in Christianity is seriously af-

fected. We hardly need to tell a consistent minis-
ter that the Annual Meeting has decided, in 1880,

Art. 16, that a brother, who uses tobacco, except
for medicinal purposes, has no Gospel right to re-

prove a sister who indulges in the vain fashions of
the world in dress, for Matt. 7: 2-5 teaches that

people should first remove the beam from their eye;
before attempting to take the mote out of their

brother's eye. If there is any person in this wide
world who should be consistent it is the minister.

The District Meeting for Southwestern Kansas
and Colorado, held this year at McPherson, Kans.,
is reported to have been one of the very best meet-
ings ever held in that District It did much good
and far-reaching work. Six queries go to the An-
nual Conference. An interesting report appears
elsewhere in this issue.

i6;

THE TIME FOR LOVE FEASTS.

Some one writes us concerning a class of mem-
bers who take a great interest in union meetings,
lield by other denominations, but when it comes to
our own meetings, they seem little concerned. It

is probable that these members have not yet been
converted. We should judge that they have not
received the Holy Ghost since they believed, or if

they have, they have a very poor way of showing
it. We would not give much for the men or wom-
en who will not work for the church to which they
belong. Somebody needs to instruct these people
in the way of the Lord more perfectly. They
should understand that religion, like charity, be-
6ms at home. -They remind us of some children
We have known. At home their parents could not
induce them to do one thing to help along with the
family duties, but when away from home, they
c°uld not do enough, for the time being, to aid
those with whom they sojourned. Such conduct
m3y be the means of getting a good reputation
a*ay from home, but amounts to nothing when it
c°mcs to the question of real worth. We repeat,
'hat these people need some very careful teaching.

On page 258 of this issue, Bro. G. W. Lentz, of
Missouri, has a very readable article, one that will
be read with a good deal of interest. We, howev-
er, deem it proper to make the following observa-
tions, to be read in connection with the communi-
cation. While it is admitted, by all, that the
day ended in Palestine at sundown, there is no
reason for concluding that Jesus waited until dark
before sending his two disciples into the city, to
prepare the passover. He probably sent them just
after sundown, as the day on which "the passover
must be killed," commenced at sundown. We may
then infer that he met with his disciples, in the
upper room shortly after seven, where feet washing
was instituted, followed by the other ordinances.
The Communion services may have closed before

o'clock. It was then night (John 13; 30),
though not dark, for the moon was full.

And while the Brethren endeavor to follow this

example, so far as it relates to time, we must not
press the necessity of "night" too far, in far

ern latitudes, during the summer months. In Ger-
many, where our Brethren commenced their reform-
atory movement, the sun, in June and July, sets aft-

er eight o'clock, and it is not dark until near ten.

All the summer feasts in Sweden are held in day-
light, as they have only a few hours of night dur-
ing the months of May, June, July and August.
We have one church, in the northern part of
Sweden, where there is practically no night at all

during these months, and where, during the latter

part of June, the sun may be seen nearly every
hour in the twenty-four. The members come to-

gether in the evening, hold their feasts as set forth

in the Gospel, and return to their homes while it is

yet light.

In Northern Dakota, where we now have sever-

al churches, during the summer months, it is often

quite light even after ten o'clock. In fact, during
harvest, some of the men are yet in the field at

that hour. Their only way to have a feast after

dark, in the middle of the summer, would be to

have it near midnight. What is true of these

northern latitudes, in this respect, is equally true

of the southern latitudes, the same distance south

of the equator.

These facts lead us to conclude that the Gospel
does not mean to emphasize night as a fixed time

for the love feast, save that the Lord's Supper
should be eaten near what is generally regarded as

"supper time." The world over, this will tall not

far from the time of the day that the Savior insti-

tuted the Supper, though in some of the latitudes,

during the summer months, the entire service will

have to be held in daylight. Hence it will be seen

that night cannot always be urged as a necessary

consideration, nor can we insist upon a fixed hour,

for the feast at Troas, mentioned in Acts 20, did

not close until after midnight. We, however, feel

certain that the middle of the day is no suitable

time to eat the Lord's Supper, and feel equally

ifident that what is usually regarded as "supper

time," in all parts of the world, is the most appro-

priate portion of the day for the Lord's people to

assemble and engage in the ordinances instituted

by him on the evening of his betrayal.

And while we admire the spirit of our brother's

essay, and his ability to present his thoughts clear-

ly and forcibly, we judged it advisable to call «t-

tention to the facts and conclusions as stated

above, J.
h. m.

THE CRASH PROPHET.

D,d you ever hear of the crash prophets? The
world ,s full of them. You meet them everywhere.
They seem to be as necessary in the affairs of the
world as the storms are on the seas,-to stir things
into a ferment and keep the waves rolling. Did
you ever meet one of them? They make you feel
like covering your head or dashing into a safe
place, to avoid the impending crash. They are al-
ways on the alert to sec a crasher. If a man shows
a little push in business, a crash is prophesied,-
that man is getting up too fast, and a fall will f'ol-

Th: crash prophet generalizes on some one's mis-
fortune. Because A started just that way, and
floundered, so will B and everybody else. He is
like the man beating the air. He don't sec any-
thing, but strikes and beats because there might be
something along that way, and he would be ready
for it. If there happen to be a few dry days, a
drought is coming. If there are a few wet days,
there will be destructive floods. If the wheat fields
of a few adjoining farms arc not as promising as
usual, a famine is sure to follow. If they look un-

illy well, the fly will destroy it, or a hail-storm
come along just in heading time, and dash it to

the ground. He heard his father tell about such a
year, when he was a boy, and, of course, this one
will be just like it. In the afternoon he sees a
bank of clouds in the west, he hears the roll of dis-

tant thunder, while streaks of lightning cut capers
on the clouds, and, with eyes wide open and counte-
nance aghast, he says the cyclone is coming. If a
pin drops on the floor, it is a sign or a token that
something will happen.

Wherever he looks he sees things clashing,—

a

storm is brewing, and there will be a crash. Like
the wicked, he fleeth when none pursueth. His
views are all pessimistic. To him there are no
good things under the sun. Everything is held up
by a series of props. Take these out, and there
will be a crash. Then, hard times are coming.
They have been bad enough, but the signs are that
the worst is still to come. If this or that thing
should happen, poverty and starvation will be sure
to follow, It is true, they have plenty now, and in

abundance, but they must economize and save up
for the coming crash. Next year there may be no
wheat and potatoes, and therefore we must lay by

store for these emergencies.

But, you say, we have only a few of such people.
They should be very few. We wish it were so, as

don't need many, but is their number not le-

gion? Would j<ou be surprised to find yourself on
the list? Are we not almost daily playing the

crash prophet?

How is it in the church? Do we find the crash

prophets here too? O, yes. If such an elder dies,

or a certain preacher leaves, the church will all go
to atoms. A move is instituted in the church that

the cause may be better promoted. Bro. A has not

been consulted, but hears of it. In holy horror he
wrings his hands, and imagines that everybody
feels as he does. He sees clouds, hears thunder,

and heralds forth the great message that there is a

storm brewing, and if the thing is not stopped,

there will be a crash, such as has not been wit-

d for many years. The church will be shak-

en from center to circumference. Their noise and
ihing reminds us of the old Chinese philoso-

phers who said our earth was founded on a golden

frog, and that the earthquakes were caused by the

frog scratching his head with his feet. The earth-

quakes that are expected by these crash prophets

are the children of their own creating, and, as a

rule, do not extend beyond their own borders.

The noise they make is made by scratching their

heads, but, fortunately, neither the earth nor the

church rests on their heads.
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Because of the crash fear, we have a class of peo-

ple who spend their time and energy in trying to

prop things up, even before there are any indica-

tions or danger of their falling. They may, very

properly, be called " alarmists." And they are self-

appointed. They are not representatives of the

Christ-founded child of God. They believe, trust,

work, and commit results to God. They are peace-

ful and fearless,—as bold as a lion. They are the

ones that count for the stability of the church and

her work. In the even tenor of their way, they go

forward from strength to strength, quietly meeting

and overcoming the impediments in the way, and

making success where the crashy man predicts de-

feat and ruin.

We remember of reading, not long ago, of a fa-

ther who had met with heavy losses, and ruin

seemed to be staring him in the face. He was so

utterly cast down, and hopeless, that it was notice-

able on him by all who came in contact with him.

His little son, who had been taught that the Lord

careth for those who trust in him, became much

alarmed at his father's conduct, and, in his inno-

cence, went to him, and said, " Papa, is God dead? "

This question came to him with wonderful force,

and he commenced thinking as he never had

thought before. His son's question was a very per-

tinent one. And, though a child, he reasoned wise-

ly. This, the father saw. Since God was still liv-

ing, why this trouble— this sadness of heart? He

had taught the child to trust in God,—and that he

would never leave nor forsake him. He was now

seemingly friendless, forsaken, and alone. Surely

the son was right in supposing that God was dead,

judging by the father's actions. And how many of

us live and act as if God were dead? Job had rea-

son to be discouraged, to be cast down, and give

up, because he had passed through a crash, How
did he behave himself? As a man. The Lord giv-

eth, and the Lord taketh away. Blessed be the

name of the Lord! h, b. b.

QUERISTS' DEPARTMENT.

Please state the Scripture lor Christ being on ihe cross from

q P. M. to 3 A. M. H. C. FUNDERHURG.

We presume 9 A. M. and 3 P. M. is meant.

Mark 15: 25 says, " It was the third hour and they

crucified him." The " third hour " corresponds

with our 9 A. M. In the same chapter, verse thir-

ty-four, Mark names the ninth hour as the time

when Jesus cried with a loud voice, and shortly

afterward expired on the cross. By this is meant

3 P. M. It will thus be seen that Jesus was on the

cross from 9 A. M. until 3 P. M.

Is it right (or a sisler to superintend i Sunday school, where

all sit during prayer, and she alone kneels, with probably one

or two exceptions? C. A. Wray.

These are the very schools that ought to be su-

perintended by sisters having grace enough to

kneel during prayer. Her good example, in cour:

of time, may bring more of those in attendance '

their knees. Most any one can superintend

school where everything is just right, but it takes

sister of fortitude to kneel while everybody el

shows a lack of reverence. These are the kind of

sisters the Lord wants, and the more of them we

have at work in Sunday schools, the better.

Did not Christ eat the passover with his disciples, thai Pe
ter and John prepared in that upper room for the Savior? .

H. C. Fun

Jesus ate with his disciples the supper (Luke 22:

20) Peter and John had prepared in the upper

room, but not the passover. The time for eating

the passover occurred twenty- four hours later. It

was on the day that the passover must be killed

(Luke 22: 8) that Jesus sent the two disciples to

make ready the passover, that is, engage the lamb,

and place everything in order. This was probably

a few minutes after sundown, or just when the day

ommenced, for the Jewish days commenced at

undown. The evangelist could well speak of it as

the day on which the passover must be killed,

though the killing did not take place until the next

fternoon, not earlier than 3 P. M. After making

the necessary preparations for the passover, the two

postles arranged the supper in the upper room.

..iin, Jesus came with his disciples, and they

rere seated at this table, whereon the supper was

pread. Here it was that feet-washing, the Lord's

Supper, and the Communion were instituted. The

while Jesus was on trial before Pi-

late, the Jews refused to enter the judgment hall,

est they should be defiled, but that they might

eat the passover." John 18: 28. This shows that

the time for eating the passover had not yet ar-

ved. At 3 P. M., that day, Jesus expired on the

ross, near the time for killing the passover lambs

at the temple. Thus it will be seen that Jesus did

the passover on that occasion, though all

the necessary preparations had been made for it.

It is altogether probable that the apostles did not

partake of the feast either.

Are the " women and Mary the mother of Jesus," of Acts I

:

., counted in with the hundred and twenty referred to in

:rses? Floyd Wilt.

It is altogether probable that they were present

at the meeting where Peter addressed the one hun-

dred and twenty, and if so, they would be counted

th the number. By this number are meant

those who happened to be in Jerusalem at the time,

ogether on the occasion referred to.

nany other disciples (see 1 Cor. 15: 6),

but they were not at this meeting.

Please explain 1 Tim. 2: u, 12: " Let the woman learn in si-

lence with all subjection. But I suffer not a woman to teach,

nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence."

Also I Cor. 14: 33-35: " For God is not the author of confusion,

but of peace, as in all churches of the saints. Let your wom-
en keep silence in the churches; for it is not permitted unto

them to speak ; but they are commanded to be under obedience,

as also sailh the law, And if they will learn any thing, let

them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame tor women
to speak in the church." John H. Landis.

We have so often explained these Scriptures that

we need now to merely state that in them the apos-

tle instructs the sisters to conduct themselves as

becometh holy women, and not take an active part

in the miscellaneous public talks and gatherings, so

common in the times of the apostles. Sisters were

not to figure prominently in the discussions that

often occurred in the public meetings, but if they

had questions to present for consideration, they

were to present them through their husbands.

These citations should not be so construed as to

conflict with the liberty given to sisters to pray and

prophesy, when they appear in a proper condition

to do so. A sister may perform her part in Sunday

school, prayer meeting, or even in other public

services, provided everything is done orderly, and

confusion is avoided. It might be well to also bear

in mind that, as the races develop in culture, as well

as in Christianity, the women can, with becoming

discretion, exercise the liberty to " prophesy " with

more freedom than would have been advisable in

e churches were first found-
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The sisters at Goshen, Ind., have just organized

an Aid Society, and now enter earnestly upon the

good work of aiding the poor and unfortunate. It

affords us pleasure to learn that our sisters, in

many parts of the Brotherhood, are entering upon

this line of work. They come together in the spir-

it of meekness, and, by thus mingling, encourage

and inspire one another, as well as aid those stand-

ing in need of assistance. And while we feel to en-

courage them in their efforts, permit us to urge

these societies everywhere to give the closest pos-

sible attention to the poor, unfortunate and neg-

lected in their own localities. It is astonishing

how much work of this kind there is to be done,

and we trust our sisters will be able to reach it.

FOLDED HANDS.

Palb, withered hands that more than fourscore years

Had wrought for others; soothed the hurt of tears.

Rocked children's cradles, eased the fever's smart,

Dropped balm of love in many an aching heart,

Now stirless, folded like wan rose leaves pressed

Above the snow and silence of her breast;

In mute appeal they tell of labors done.

And well-earned rest that came at set of sun.

From the wom brow the lines of care are swept,

As if an angel's kiss the while she slept

Had smoothed the cobweb wrinkles quite away
And given back the peace of childhood's day;

And on the lips a smile as if she said:

" None know life's secret but the happy dead!"

So, gazing where she lies, we know that pain

And parting cannot cleave her soul again.

And we are sure that they who saw her last

In that dim vista which we call the past,

Who never knew her old and weary-eyed,

Remembering best the maiden and the bride,

Have sprung to greet her with the olden speech.

The dear, sweet names no later love can teach,

And " Welcome Home! " they cried, and grasped her hands,

So dwells the mother in the best of lands.

—Margaret E. Sangster.

PRIDE, AND ITS SAD RESULTS.

To have pride in the heart is in direct opposition

to the teachings of Christ. Pride is exalting in its

nature, leading souls to ruin in its course, blinding

in its influence, and detrimental to the prosperity

and influence of the church. It is a sin that is of-

ten found in the human heart, and is one of the

great sins that should be thoroughly eradicated, in

order that we may meet with the approbation of

God.

Christ is our example. All of his work, while

here on earth, teaches us humility and plainness.

Even his birth, in all its surroundings, teaches us

the importance of being humble and plain. He
was given birth by poor parents, to teach us humili-

ty.

The history of the early church teaches that they

not only preached plainness, but made it a test of

fellowship. It was only by permitting a little ruffle

here, and a ribbon there, that pride gradually grew

in the churches, and now they are sailing onward in

the height of fashion. L^t us turn our backs on

this demon (fashion), and our faces heavenward,

and not watch the world so much, to see how near

we can dress and act like the world, and still call

ourselves plain. Let us see how plain and humble

we can be. Then we will have no trouble in our

various congregations, as we have now. What a

happy band of believers we would be if we would

all try to see who could be the plainest, humblest,

and most submissive to the will of God!

Milmine, 111. _^__^____
PATIENCE AND PERSEVERANCE.

It has been said " patience and pe;

quer all things." If not all, surely nearly all of the

good in this life is attained by the patient and per-

severing effort on the part of some one. But how

many of us have this spirit to the degree we should

have? How many of us will patiently work at

" whatever our hands find to do," keeping back

the angry exclamations that rise, when things go

wrong? What a pity that some of us do not in-

herit more of that virtue which characterized Job!

I can think of nothing more needed in ouv every-

day life. It is patience that lulls the fretful child

in its mother's arms and soothes it to rest. Pa-

tience and kindness conquer the stubborn child at

school, and make him our staunch friend and

help.

" Rome was not built in a day," neither do we

gain knowledge in a short time, but patiently, day

by day, we must store our minds with useful infor-



mation, carefully sifting out all that would not en-
noble and lead us to think of the good, the pun.
and the beautiful Some knowledge degrades,
therefore, we should be careful to select that which
is good for us to know, as human nature is inclined

to grovel. It is by patient effort that we subdue
our tempers, (of which the most of us have a great

deal) and finally get it under control. We all know
that he who overcomes his own anger, conquers a

great enemy, and there are none who would not
gladly conquer this enemy, for it is one of the
greatest we have to fight, as it often destroys our

best interests, Columbus, after fourteen years of

perseverance, finally obtained the necessary aid to

test his theory, and we all know what great discov-

ery it led to. What if he had given up to discour-

agement? This beautiful "Land of the Free"
would, for centuries, perhaps, have been undiscov-

ered. Who does not admire the patience with

which he bore the school children's derision, as

they pointed to their foreheads as he passed, and
the perseverance which, for so many years, kept
him from despair? But for his unyielding tenaci-

ty, our country would not now be celebrating the

four hundredth anniversary of its discovery.

Cyrus W. Field, after repeated failures, and in

spite of his friends' predictions, laid the great At-

lantic Cable, and so it has been with most of the

great inventions that have been made. It was
through somebody's patient efforts and persever-

This noble quality of human nature is directly

conducive to all progress towards the millennium,

that has been made by civilization since the dawn
of reason, therefore it is a threefold duty laid upon
us by our forefathers, to instill into the minds of

the rising generation the cultivation of patience

and perseverance, that the good work may go on to

the end of time.

Holmesville, Nebr.

it, and help it to do better, it naturally goes and
tells father or mother all about it, and thus receives
help and strength to do better in the future, but if

it knows that a whipping, with all its pain and dis-

grace, will be the result, if found out, do you won-
der that it early learns to hide its fault, either by
remaining quiet about it, or by telling- a falsehood?
O Christian parents, teach your children by ex-

ample, to do right, not by the use of the rod.
Christ's law is the law of love, and we are told to
bring up our children in the nurture and admoni-
tion of the Lord. Teach them \ indness by being
kind. Teach them truthfulness by being yourself
truthful. Teach them gentleness by being gentle
with them.

In conclusion, teach them by example to be just
what you would have them grow up to be, and leave
the rest to the Allwise and ever-present Father of
us all.

Mitchell, /Cans.
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TEACHINQ BY EXAMPLE.

MORELOCK.

sofc
t the t

seem clear to some parents and teachers just how the rod can
be entirely dispensed with, yet it must be evident to not a few
that in many instances it is employed entirely too much by
persons who permit their feelings to get the better of their

judgment. To such the reading of this communication may
lly beneficial,

—

Ed.]prove esp>

Some
tgift

said that Christian parents are the

bestow on our children, and if we
would have our sons and daughters grow up to be
gentle men and gentle women, we must teach them
gentleness from infancy. Surely, no one can find

any gentleness in the use of the rod, which, as an
instrument of torture, heads the list of punishments
for children. Size and strength, in a great meas-
ure, govern the extent of this form of punishment,

for if a child old enough to become a church mem-
ber, needs to be corrected by the use of the rod, are

there not many of eighteen or twenty that need the

same treatment?

If a child is too young to talk to, reason with,

and pray with, surely, it is too young to have its

tender flesh cut or bruised by the use of a switch or

rod (or perhaps a hand or slipper), and if it is old

enough to know right from wrong, then there are

many ways of punishment that will have a more
lasting effect than the use of the rod, even though
they will not cause the pain and other bad effects

of a whipping.

Physicians tell us that a whipping is very hard on
a child's nervous system, and that the train of evils

that follow the use of the rod are past counting.

Who, that has seen the pale, tear-washed cheeks
and quivering lips, and heard the smothered sobs

of a whipped child, but has felt in his heart that

surely there was a better way of bringing up chil-

dren than that? Then, on the other hand, who can

point us to one erring child that has been made
good by the use of the rod, on whom every other

means had been tried and failed?

If a child, thoughtlessly, does wrong, and knows
that its parents are ever ready to sympathize with

THOSE PENNIES AND OTHER THINOS;

BY GERTRUDE A. FLORY.

The time is here when our Sunday schools will

be reorganized for the spring term, and I want to
remind us of my recent suggestion, that each Sun-
day school scholar be given a penny from the Sun-
day school treasury, to invest for missionary mon-
ey.

We can scarcely estimate the good that can be
done by an earnest effort on the part of each one,
I had no idea what could be done with a penny in

the hands of a child until it was tried in my class

last year. It is marvelous how money increases

when it is dedicated to the glory of God, and sanc-

tified by earnest effort and prayer.

A devoted mother gives " home mission work "

as her excuse for tardiness in correspondence, and
then adds: " I have four little boys and one little

girl whom I am training for missionaries. They
belong to the Lord. My heart cried to give some-
thing to the Armenian Mission; then the Spirit

whispered, 'Give your children! Give your chil-

dren!' Then and there they were given,—every
one. They are not mine any more, but the Lord's.

I am only training them for his service."

What an offering is this! I never felt my lack

as when I read this mother's words. I have no
children to give. You, mothers, will never realize

your blessings, as you will, when, like this mother,

you give all the precious ones you have to God's

There is no grander, no more sacred mission giv-

en to mortals than that intrusted to the parent. The
heart that receives and trains a little child as a gift

from the Lord to enhance his glory here, is the

most divine heart of earth.

Mothers, how many children have you to sancti-

fy and consecrate to the service of the Lord?
How many upon which you this day renounce your

claim, and say: "They are no longer mine, but

God's?"

Through the kindness of a friend,—and through

that kindness the name, friend, has grown more
preciously dear,— I have had the privilege of read-

ing the most divine book I have ever read, outside

of the Bible, " With Christ in the School of Prayer,"

by Andrew Murray.*

In reading this book, it is like standing before a

sublime picture in a perfect light, which we had on-

ly seen in the shadow. The author takes us from

the groveling spheres of flesh into the Holy Spirit

realms of the Fatherliness of God. He shows us

how the weakest, most timid scholar in Christ's

school can become so efficient in prayer, that his

intercessions will bring heaven's choicest blessings

down upon himself, his beloved, the church, and

the world. O do we not all need to learn more and

more of the Divine Teacher? Do we not all need a

larger, fuller outpouring and inpouring of the Holy

Spirit? We are told in this little volume how to

obtain it,—how to secure all that the Father has.

from the Ms^ttNnaR ofn«t.—ED,

I recommend it to the Messenger reader
ally to God's yearning, aspiring childr^... t

rarest treasure I have found in literature. May the
Spirit move you to read it, and be blest in Jesus!

Laportt, Ind.

TWO KINDS OF PARENTS.

I wish to write of some things that came to my
notice while visiting Christian families, where both
the parents and some of the children were members
of the church. All, as much as possible, attend the
regular services, Sunday schools, and prayer meet-
ings, but it sometimes happens that one of the par-
ents cannot go, but the rest do. When the chil-
dren come home, the mother will say: " Well, chil-
dren, did you have a good meeting to-day?"
They respond in the affirmative, and tell her that
the meeting was very good. They may tell her that
both the singing and the preaching were enjoyable
and that t^hey wi^h she could have been present.'
This makes the whole family feel good, and really
happy.

This family is in the habit of attending all the
council or members' meetings, and they are all
good church workers. Now and then the mother
may not be able to attend, but the father and the
girls are sure to go. As soon as they return, the
mother wants to know whether they had a good
meeting. It is encouraging for her to hear them
say, " Well, mother, we had one of the very best of
meetings. Not one unkind word was said." This
fills the earnest mother's heart with joy, and she
feels more than ever like working for Jesus.
But I must mention another family. The father

and mother belong to the church, but the children
do not. When the elder visits this family, the par-
ents complain much, and lament because their chil-
dren are not in the church. They seem not to
know why. On inquiry it is found that they do not
regularly attend the meetings, and also do not,
with their children, attend the Sunday school exer-
cises, They claim they are often too tired to at-
tend these services, for, as a rule, they have to
work hard, and must now and then rest on Sun-
days. It can be easily seen why their children are
not in the church, or arc not interested in the af-

fairs of the church.

Early on Monday morning the mother and girls

may be found at the wash-tub. After while a
neighbor woman is seen coming. The mother says,

"Oh, I wish that woman would not come to-day.

She might come some other day." The mother
meets the lady at the door, opens it, and exclaims:
" I am so glad to have you come to-day." The
girls hear what their mother says, but do their own
thinking.

The boys, who work with their father, sometimes
see and hear him act in the same way towards men
who happen to call on him while he may be busy.

Now, what do boys think of a father who acts in that

kind of a way? No wonder the children of such

parents nt come to the eh urch! N j wonder
that they are cold and indiffe ent! In this v

parents lo etl eir influen ce in th e family c ircle.

Sometirr es, after ret jrmng rom the :il-

meeting, a nd vhile at th 2 table, in the presence of

the childr the paren ts will do some very

favorable talk ng about he bus ness transacted at

the meet. £ Children are su e to take note of

such thing

Some tlme ago I w s at a meeting, where a

preacher i hi sermon r :ferred his fam ly as not

; being

the church. He spoke of his children

faithful and disobedient. These chil-

resent, and heard what their father said

low it did wound the feelings of

these children, to be thus exposed in public! We
felt like weeping for these children, and remem-

bered Eph. 6: 4 at the time.

We give the above to put parents on their guard,

for if they would be the means of bringing their

:hildren into the church, they must learn to con-

luct themselves properly in their presence.

Lofdiburft, Col-
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PENNSYLVANIA.

New Enterprise.—Bro. Peter Stuckman, of Nap-

panee, Ind,, commenced a scries of meetings in the

New Enterprise church, March 3, and continued

until the 29th. Bro. Stuckman's manner of preach-

ing is very plain and practical. Seventeen precious

souls were added to the church.—//. A. Buck, April

Marsh Creek Church.—We met in quarterly

council April 10. The next day we organized two

union Sunday schools, one at Marsh Creek, the oth-

er at the Mount Zion house. The latter was re-

cently purchased from the United Brethren. We
use the Brethren's literature.—B. F. Lightner, Get-

tysburg, Pa., April 12.

Elk Lick.—Our quarterly council was held April

3. Bro. W. A. Gaunt, our elder, and Bro. M. S.

Maust, our Sunday school Superintendent, were

chosen as delegates to District Meeting at Meyers-

dale, Pa. We have secured the services of Bro.

Wm. Anthony to preach for us two weeks prior to

our love feast. The meetings will begin May 20 —
Carrie N. Beac/ty, April 12.

Redhank Church.— Bro. J. C. Johnson com-

menced a series of meetings March 20, and contin-

ued over two Sundays. On account of bad roads

the congregations were small, but we all felt en-

couraged by the word presented to us. We held

our council March 26. Everything passed off

pleasantly. We organized our Sunday school April

U—A. C. Shumaker, Putneyville, Fa., April 12.

Lancaster County.—The Eist Conestoga church

met in quarterly council on Saturday, April io

The attendance was good, and love and unity pre-

vailed. Because of the large territory, the District

was divided into three parts. The churches in the

newly-created districts will be organized in the near

future. The love feast will be rfeld June 20 and 21,

at the Bird-in-hand meetinghouse.—/3
. G. Shelly,

W. Earl, Pa., April 12.

Buruside.—March 10 wc held our first church

service in Burnsidc. We were much gratified by

a good attendance of our best citizens. Bro. J M.
Mohler, of Lewistown, came to us March 19, be-

ginning our meetings on that evening, and preach-

mornings. The attendance throughout was very

good, and we believe much interest was awakened.

Through the courtesy of friend Sadler of the M. P.

church, who gave up his appointments, we had the

two Lord's Day services, which otherwise we could

not have had. Our meetings were held in the Un-
ion churchhouse — Catharine Grace Kirk, April 5.

OHIO.

Van Wert Church.—We held our quarterly coun-

cil April 3. Our elder, Bro. J. R, Spacht, was with

us. We held a choice for a minister and deacon, the

lot falling on Bro. A. J. Plauger for minister, and
Bro. D. Miller for deacon. Eld. D. Prowant, from
Dupont, Ohio, was with us, to assist in-the work'.

Bro. J. Heistand is our delegate to District Meet-
ing. The Brethren were duly installed by Eld.

Spacht.— Viola Clapper, Hoaglin, Ohio, April 7,

Donnel's Creek.—This church held her quarterly

council last Saturday. We had a fair attendance.
Eld. Jonas Horning, foreman of the Mission Board
of Southern Ohio, was with us, and informed us

that the treasury is exhausted and needs to be re-

plenished soon, so as to carry on the mission work
that should be done. 1 hope the treasury may
not be exhausted many days. Why should it be,

when the Lord has blessed us with plenty and to

spare? Delegates to Annual Meeting and District

Meeting were elected. Wc send no queries to ei-

ther the District Meeting or Annual Meeting. Per-

haps we would better carry out what we have, in-

stead of making more decisions and still a larger

book. Superintendents for Sunday school, at both
Donnel's Creek and New Carlisle, were elected.

A love feast was appointed for the New Carlisle

<TBCB GOSPEL MZESSElSTQ-EJe*.

house May 29, at 5 P. M. Our family has been con-

siderably afflicted the last two months. I have been

close at home for some time. Wife has been sick

for several weeks. She had la grippe, which affected

her heart, so that she is quite weak. She is, per-

haps, a little better at present. She desires the

prayers of God's children. Remember her at a

throne of grace, as " the prayers of the righteous

availeth much." She was recently anointed.—Hen-

ry Fronts, Forgy, Ohio, March 31.

Mahoning.—We have two regular places of wor-

ship,—Zion Hill, near Columbiana, and Bethel,

near Poland, Ohio. Besides, we have an interest in

a Union house, at East Lewistown, where we have

occasional services. At present we have only one

active minister, besides the writer.
m
Our last coun-

cil meeting occurred March 6, with Eld. E, Loomis
as our Moderator. We had a pleasant and peacea-

ble meeting. Bro. Loomis also preached seven

discourses at Zion Hill, and in the town of Colum-

biana. On account of inclement weather and bad

roads, the meetings were closed, expecting Bro.

Loomis to be with us aeain some time next May,
The Sunday school at Zion Hill is fairly prosper-

ous, and is continued during the winter. At Beth-

el the Sunday school was discontinued last fall, ow-

ing to lack of interest and material. On Sunday,

March 28, it was reorganized, by re-electing our of-

ficers of last year.—;Jacob H. Kurtz, April zj.

IOWA.

Greene.—This church met in council April 8.

Much business was disposed of. Our love feast

will be May 22, at 10 A, M The church has grant-

ed eleven letters since our last report.

—

A. Gertrude

Eiker.herry, April 10,

Spring Creek Church. — This church met in

quarterly council March 27. We reorganized our

Sunday school for the summer, electing Bro. L.

Pratt as Superintendent. There were four certifi-

cates of membership granted, and one received by
letter. We decided to hold our love feast June
12 and 13. Meetings are to begin Eriday evening.
—Bessie Gillam, Frtdtricksburg, Iowa, April 2.

Des Moines Valley Church.—We met in quarter-

ly council April 10. Our love feast in Des Moines
City will occur June 26 and 27, and the feast at

this place will be held Sept. 21, in connection with

our Ministerial and District Meeting, this fall. We
organized our Sunday school, at the commence-
ment of this quarter, with the writer as Superinten-

dent.

—

Sara Goughnour, Elkhart, Iowa, April ji,

Libertyville. — Our regular quarterly council-

meeting was held March 27. Considerable busi-

ness was transacted. Our Sunday school was re-

organized for the coming year, with Sister Hannah
Jacobson as Superintendent. We have had an ev-

ergreen Sunday school the past winter, for the first

time in the history of this church, and we feel well

pleased with our work.—W. N. Glotfelty, April ?.

South Waterloo Church.—This church convened
in council March 30. All lines of church work
seem to be in a prosperous condition. Our Sunday
school is evergreen, with an average attendance of

over two hundred during last quarter, Bro. L. R
Peifer takes charge of the church work in Water-
loo. Bro. W. H. Lichty is to represent this church

at our next Annual Meeting. We expect Bro. I.

N. H. Beahm, of Virginia, to conduct a series of

meetings for us soon after the Annual Meeting,

after which we will hold our Communion service,

on June 26.—/, H. Fike.

KANSAS.

Silver Creek.—This church met in council March
27. Our elder, W. B. Sell, was with us and chosen
to represent us at District Meeting. Eld. Harader
will also attend. From this place (South Bend),
Bro. W. B. Sell went to Rose Valley, where he held

three meetings. April 2, Bro. E, K. Masterson
came home from McPherson, to spend a few days.

On the following Sunday, he preached two ser-

mons, in the forenoon at South Bend, and in the

evening at Arkansas City, in the Christian church,

to a very attentive audience.—Fannie K. Masterson,

Arkansas City, Kans., April 6,

April 24, 1897.

Monitor.—We met in council April 3. All tak-

ing an active part, the business was soon disposed
of. Activity in any good work is commendable.
The church decided to send two delegates to Dis-

trict Meeting.— .l/ /. Mishler, April 6.

Maple Grove.—We met in council April 5. An
aeed sister was received by letter. Bro. John
Wertz will represent us at District Meeting. This
church sends one query to District Meeting. Upon
the resignation of our church correspondent, the

writer was chosen. We have an interesting Sunday
school, and preaching each Sunday.

—

Zella, Shuey,

Rockwell City, Kansas, April 6.

Cheyenne Church.—Eld. J. K, Garber and Bro.

G. H. Sharp commenced meetings in Atwood, in

the Christian church, on the evening of March 13.

They preached eight doctrinal sermons. They in-

tended to be present at our council, but, as our of-

ficials were not there, the meeting was deferred.

After two more soul-cheering sermons, our meet-
ings closed on account of bad weather.— W. E,
Hiltabidel, Atwood, Kans., April 4,

MISSOURI.

Prairie View Church.—On Saturday, April 3, we
held our council. A dear young (married) sister

was received into the church. Brethren Josiah
Lehman and William Hol^opple will represent us
at District Meeting.—Bt riha Kring, St. Martins, Mo.,

April 8.

Nevada.—The members here met in special

council April 3. Bro. J. N. Wagoner was chosen
delegate to District Meeting, with J. S. Miller, al-

ternate. All business passed off pleasantly. Our
presiding elder, Bro. Harvey, of Jasper, being pres-

ent, gave us some good council. Our Sunday
school was reorganized by electing Bro. J. W. Tris-

sle, Superintendent.

—

D. D. Wine, April 10

Kidder.—This church met in council April 3,

with Bro. J. E. Ellenberger, our elder, present.

Much business came before the meeting. Fifteen

letters of membership, from Minnesota, Iowa, and
Illinois, were read at the council. Bro. John Shank
was chosen Sunday school Superintendent. We
expect to organize our Sunday school April 11.

We will use the Brethren's Quarterly. Our new
churchhouse was dedicated April 4.

—

Etta Flora,

April 6.

Cedar County.— For a little over one year we
were with the dear members of Cedar County, Mo.,

trying to do all we could for the cause of Zion.

We learned to love those of like precious faith.

Owing to very bad roads and weather, we could
not meet with them as often during the winter as

desirable. The elder of the Cedar County church,

—Bro. J. C. Mays,—is under the hand of affliction.

He was thrown from his wagon in January, and his

right shoulder crushed and six ribs broken. He is

also suffering from tuberculosis of the lungs, and is

now in a very critical condition. Some time ago he

called for the anointing, which was duly adminis-

tered. Here is a good opening for a minister.

There are about thirty members at that point, with-

out regular meetings. Bro. Mays is, of course, un-

able to fill any appointments. Any one desiring to

change location, would do well to address either J.

C. Beydler or Noah Calvert, Jerico, Mo.— W. H.
Miller, Westphalia, Kans., April g.

INDIANA.

Greentown.— I met with the Brethren in How-
ard County. March 17, in the small town of Plevna,

to engage in a series of meetings. This church had

a cloud of opposition hanging over it, but we were

glad to learn that the mists are rolling away. My
stay among the members was pleasant. Our meet-

ings were continued for nineteen days. Much of

the time we had rain and muddy roads. The meet-

ings closed with eleven accessions, one applicant

for baptism, and two more that are anxious to join,

but are hindered by their fathers. Those who were

baptized ranged in age from eight to seventeen

years. May those tender lambs be carefully fed

by those who may break the Bread of Life unto

them!—/, H. Miller, Goshen, Ind,, April 6,
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Bethel.—We held our council, March :6, for the

purpose of electing a minister. The lot fell upon
Bro. Manly Deeter, son of Bro. W. R. Deeter.

Bro. Lemuel Hillery officiated in the installation

service, and preached for us in the hall at Milford
over Sunday. Bro. Hillery's labors were especially

edifying to those that would know the truth.—Wm.
B. Nrjf. Milford, /rut., April 10.

North Manchester.—This church met in council

April I, with a good representation, Eld. L. T. Hol-
singer presiding. The report of the visiting breth

ren developed the fact that the church is in a pros-

perous condition. Much business came before the

meeting, and the disposition of the same shows
nothing but love and union. The call for Annual
Meeting of 1898 was renewed. Klders L, T. Hol-
singer and Isaac Miller represented this church at

the late District Meeting of Middle Indiana.—D. C.

Cripe, Afril 12.

Bethel.—This congregation met in council April

10. One member was received by letter, and a let

ter was granted to a sister leaving us. Kid. Wm
Harshbarger was chosen to represent us at District

Meeting, with Bro. Samuel Stoner as alternate.

Bro. Harshbarger was also elected delegate to An-
nual Meeting, with Bro. H. H. Keim alternate.

Our love feast will occur May 22, at 2 P. M. Out
Sunday school was organized April I, and is pro-

gressing nicely. We use the Brethren's literature.

—Lnla Harshbarger, Ladoga, Ind., April 12.

ILLINOIS.

Sterling.—This church met in quarterly council

April 3. Much business came before the meeting,

it being the time for the annual report of our visit-

ing brethren. The church was reported to be in

peace and harmony. Our love feast was appointed
for June 26 and 27, beginning at 3 P. M. The
church sends brethren J. E. Harman and Ira G.
Hoak to represent us at District Meeting. We
were sorry not to be able, financially, to send a del-

egate to Annual Meeting. The church sends two
queries to District Meeting.—/5

. R. Keltner, Aprils.

Shannon.—This church met in council March 25.

Elders H. Martin and I. B. Trout were present,

having been called to attend to some official work.

Brethren F. G. McNutt and Jos. Fox were selected

as delegates to District Meeting. Bro. H. L. Baum
was chosen delegate to Annual Meeting. A collec-

tion was taken for the Denver meetinghouse. Bro.

H. L. Baum was advanced to the second degree of

the ministry, and installed April 4. Our Sunday
school is progressing nicely, with a fair attendance.

Our meetings are fairly well attended, and the out-

look is hopeful.

—

D. Rowland, April y.

Arnold's Grove.—The church at this place held

her quarterly council, March 20. It was decided,

at this meeting, to call a brother to serve as dea-

con, as the church felt the need of more help. By
request, elders I. B. Trout, Henry Martin and

David Rowland were present, and assisted in the

work. The lot fell on Bro. Geo. Raiser—a prom-
ising young brother. Not being present, he was not

installed until Sunday, April II, when Bro. Trout

was again with us, to attend to the work. After

the brother was received into office, Bro. Trout

gave us a very edifying sermon. Our delegates to

District Meeting are brethren J. H. Rohrer and

Sylva Slifer. We send two queries to District

Meeting.

—

W. H. Eistnbise, Mount Carroll, April 13.

MARYLAND.

Pipe Creek.—March 28 we closed- our twelve

years' work in Sunday school and Bible class, in

the Pipe Creek church. Since the Sunday school

began, many have given their hearts to God, and

their services to the church. April 4 we reorgan-

ized our Sunday school, choosing Bro. J. E. Sense-

ney, Superintendent. Thus we begin the work for

another year with bright prospects for a large

school. May 8, Bro. A. Hutchison will begin a

series of meetings at the Pipe Creek church, fol-

lowed by a love feast on the 15th. Brethren and
sisters, come and enjoy those meetings with us,

—

Rachel A. Pfoutz, Linwood, Md., April 5.
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Baltimore— Kid. Silas Hoover, of Bi

commenced a series of meetings in our Hall at the
Noithwest Baltimore City Mission, April 6. So far

three have applied for baptism. The congreg;
tions are increasing in numbers and interest, an
soon we will not be able to accommodate all who
come, eager to hear Bro. Hoover's plain and in

pressive sermons.—/. S. Geiser, 160J Edmondsi.
Ave., April 10.

Monocacy Church— Our council was held April
10. Our love feast will be held May 18, at 1: 30 I'.

M. One was baptized after the Fountain Dale
meeting last Sunday. We send two queries to the
District Meeting. Brethren Jesse I'. Weybright
and Joel Myers are our delegates to District Meet-
ing. Eld. John K. Flohr is our delegate to Annual
Meeting. Kid. D. R Saylor has moved back to his

home at Double Pipe Creek. Sister Saylor is im-
proving, after a severe attack of typhoid fever.—
Samuel Wiybright, Double Fife Creek, Carroll Co., Md

VIRGINIA.

Beaver Creek Church.— Bro. I. W. Click com
menced a series of meetings at the Montezuma
schoolhouse, March 27, and continued until April 6
We had preaching every night excepting three
nights. Bro. Joseph Shickel, of Roanoke, Va„
preached two sermons, and A. S Thomas preached
one evening. Bro. Click preached the Word with
ability.— W. T. Eavey, Bushville, Va., Aprils.

Cedar Run Church.— Within the bounds of the

Linville Creek congregation, a new churchhouse
was dedicated March 28. Bro. George Wine
preached the dedicatory sermon. He remained to

preach fifteen soul cheering sermons, besides one
funeral. Three dear souls were made willing to

forsake sin, and were baptized. There are others,

who, we believe, are only counting the cost. Quite
an interest was manifested during the entire meet-
ing We believe the meetings closed too soon, but,

as duty called our brother away, we closed April 9.

Fannie L. Mason, Bakers Mill, Va., April 12.

Peach Grove.—We held our council April 3, and
appointed our spring love feast for May 6 Bro.

A. Hutchison will be here April 24, and will re-

main till over our love feast. Our home minister,

Wm. M. Wine, held a ten days' series of meetings

near us. A kind brother (in the flesh) gave us the

use of an unoccupied dwellinghouse, in which to

hold the meetings. Brethren S. F. Sanger, I. N. H.

Beahm and A. B. Barnhatt assisted in the meet
ings several nights. All appeared to enjoy the

services. We expect to open a Sunday school in

the same house next Sunday. This will be very

convenient for us, as we live about three and one-

hilf miles from the Peach Grove church.

—

Margaret

J. Miller, Winchester, Va., April 8.

WASHINGTON.

Centralia,—The members here met April 3 in

council. One letter was granted. This is a large

field for mission work. We hope some of our east-

ern evangelists will make arrangements to preach

the Gospel on the Pacific Coast. If many of our

ministers would spend six months or a year in this

field, there might be an outpouring of the Holy

Spirit upon this people. There is much unbelief

and skepticism here. Too many, when they cross

the " Rockies," leave their religion on the eastern

slope. May the Lord send us earnest, self-sacrific-

ing men and women into this new field!

—

Alice S.

Christlieb, April
TEXAS.

Blue Mound Church.—The members of this

church met in council April 3. Bro. J. F. Neher

presided. He has located at Saginaw, and preach-

es for us once a month. We have a very interesting

union Sunday school, with Bro. J. A. Bowman,
Superintendent.

—

Lizzie Bowman, Saginaw, Texas,

April 8.
MINNESOTA.

Root River Church.—The brethren here met in

council April 3. It was decided to hold a series of

meetings this spring, and also to have a love feast

June 5. Our Sunday school commenced April 4.—

Lizzie Broadwater, Prairie Queen, Minn., April 13.
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WISCONSIN.

Chippewa Valley.-This church met in council
April 3, with Eld. H. C. Baker presiding. Bro. C.
1'. Rowland was selected to represent us at District
Meeting. Our Communion was appointed for June
19, at which time we expect Bro. C. P. Rowland to
be with us. March 21, we reorganized our Sunday
school, with brethren James Baker and Warren
Ayres as Superintendents. All our teachers are
members of the church. We use the Brethren's
literature exclusively. We are expecting Bro. C.
Hope here, to labor among the Swedes and Danes.
-/:. B.Joyce, Dtmnd, Wis,, April 4.

IDAHO.

Moscow.— Kid. M. M. Bashor, of Salem, Oregon,
began a series of meetings here March 25, and con-
tinued each evening until April 3. One, who had
wandered away, returned to the fold. We had a
council April

s, at which two brethren were elect-
ed to the deacon's office. It was decided to hold
a love feast May 1. Bro. Bashor, after spending
a few weeks in the Grafton church, will return to
Moscow, April 24, and hold another series of meet-
ings. He expects to return to his home in Ore-
gon, about May 5.—fas. Weimer, April 6,

CALIFORNIA.

Egan Church.—We met in council April 3. Bro.
S. K. Yoder was called to the ministry. The writer
was chosen church corespondent. One letter was
handed in and two granted. We have preaching
every alternate Sunday, social meeting every Sun-
day evening, and an evergreen Sunday school every
Sunday at 10 A. M„ with Sister Voder as Superin-
tendent. On Sunday, April 4, our afflicted brother,

Aaron Jones, was anointed at the home of Bro, S.

E. Yoder.— Fannie B. Gibbel, ffemet, Cat., April 6.

—~* CORRESPONDENCE *»—
Writ, what thou see.t. and send It un.o it,, churches."

WChurch New, solicited lor .Ms Detriment. II »ou have had •

<""""= l«r.p»n..lli .... l.ai u,.,, ,„.,., c„„|.|,,ou. Inw

aabriel as possible. Land or other .dvertlsemcuts are not solicited In

department. Oor advertlslnK calurflhi aflord ample room lor that pur|
From McPherson, Kans.

Our love feast, on the evening of April It, was a most en-

joyable one. Nearly two hundred members surrounded the

Lord's tables. Eld. G. E. Studebaker officiated, and other

brethren, assembling for the Ministerial Meeting on the fol-

lowing day, rendered ample help.

April 13 and 14, the Ministerial and -District Meetings for

Southwestern Kansas and Colorado were held in the College

chapel. About forty ministers were present. The officers

(which happened to be the same for both meetings) were as

follows: Eld. D. Vaniman, Moderator; Eld. S. Z. Sharp, Read-

ing Clerk ; C. E. Arnold, Writing Clerk.

In the Ministerial Meeting nine questions were discussed,

everyone of which was a question of methods. The great

question was /tow to d<> the important work of the church.

There was no lagging in the discussions. This was one of the

most inspiring meetings the writer ever attended. A number
of the questions pertained to the missionary work and to the

work of the young people of the church.

The evening following the Ministerial Meeting was devoted

to a special program of missionary and Sunday school talks,

—a most profitable meeting.

Our District Meeting sent six papers to Annual Meeting.

Eight additional papers from the churches applied to tht

work of our own District.

A District Sunday school secretary was appointed to collect

information concerning the Sunday schools of our District,

and to report at District Meeting.

Eld. G. E. Studebaker was chosen to represent our District

on the Standing Committee.

Our next District Meeting will be held in Wichita, Kans,

The attendance at both Ministerial and District Meetings

was unusually large, and the spirit which pervaded them was

certainly from the Lord. An elder, about seventy-five years

old, said he never attended better meetings. School was sus-

pended during the two days, to give the teachers and students

an opportunity of getting the full benefits of the meetings,

We feel that these meetings will be of lasting benefit to the

McPherson church.

On the evening following the District Meeting, brethren E.

B. Hoff and Edward Frant/ with their companions, were or-

dained to the eldership. The ordination services were con-

ducted in a most solemn and impressive manner by elders

John Wise and Wm. Johnson. The two young brethren or-

dained, offer promise of great usefulness to the church. Fol-

wing the ordination services, Eld, Wm, Johnson delivered a

radical and impressive discourse. C E, Arnold,

April /J.
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To the Churches in District of Nebraska

As we have failed to obtain aid from the

General Missionary and Tract Committee, we

are obliged to urge more liberal and prompt

support on the part ol the churches, or the

mission work in Nebraska will suffer. We
have calls for preaching, ihc missionaries arc

ready, but how shall they preach except they

be sent ? By order of the Board,

Jesse v. Hat klbr.
Elmwood, Ntbr,

, Correction.

i, theiIn Gosi'hl Messbnorr, page

pearedan obituary of Bro. William L. Pulley,

my dear companion, and also of my dear little

son. The age of the latter is twelve years, in-

stead of eleven years. My husband was in the

first degree of the ministry, instead of the sec-

ond. He bad apparently good health ' until

about two months prior to his death. He died

of white swelling, instead of being "weakly a

longtime from boils." Concerning the son it

should read: "A tcv/mottt/a before the death

of the father, the son was called away by

death; disease, typhoid fever," instead of a few

Witks, There are several more slight mis-

takes which I will not mention. I should have

mode these corrections before this time, but

felt so brokenhearted that it seemed I could

not. Melissa C. Pulley.

Lattdeas, hid,. Afrit 13,

From Llnvllie Creek, Va.

Our new meetinghouse (which will be known

as Cedar Run), near Maker's Mill, was dedi-

cated March 28. Eld. George Wine, of the

Sangervllle, Va , congregation, delivered the

dedicatory sermon to a large assembly at 11

A. M. lie preached again at 7:30 P. M. The

meetings were continued until April 9. He
delivered fifteen sermons while with us, in-

cluding one funeral service. Three dear souls

were made willing to accept Christ, and were

baptued. Others seem very near, and we

mist they will unite with the church soon.

C. E. Nair.
Baker's Mill, 1 a , April w

From Mcpherson, Kens.

The McPherson church recently met in

quarterly council, Eld. Michael Keller presid-

ing. The report of the church visit showed

the church to be in love and union. A love

feast was appointed for Monday. April 12,

—

the day preceding the Ministerial and District

Meetings.

Eld. Andrew Hutchison was chosen delegate

to Annual Meeting, anil brethren A, C, Wieand
and C. E. Arnold as delegates to District

Meeting. Eld. A. M. Dickey was continued

its presiding elder of the McPherson church.

Bto. G. M. Lauvcr was advanced to the second

degree of the ministry. Three emeries were

sent to District Meeting, two of which pertain

to the Sunday school work of our District.

Arrangements were made for the Ministerial

and District Meetings, which will convene
here April 13 and 14. C. E. Arnold.
Aprils.

mission Work In Tennessee.

I BR
1 of !

Carroll and Benton Cnmities, West Tennessee.

We had nineteen meetings in Carroll, and five

in Benton County. We also had one church
meeting. The church was found to be in

peace and union. An election was held for

ministers. The choice fell on brethren C. M.
Banu and Alvin Oren, who were duly installed.

At New Hope one love feast was held,

which was enjoyed by all. The good attention

given ipeaks well for the people of Western
Tennessee. The doctrine was new to the peo-
ple, though it is the same old Gospel that was
given to man over eighteen hundred years ago.

1 came to Knox County, Tenn., where I held
six meetings with the brethren and sisters at

the ChotO church. 1 covered 1,075 miles on
my late trip. On arriving home I found all

well, thank God! George C. Bowman.
Scons Creek, Tents.. April 8.

From Cando, N. Dak.

The members of the Cando church com-
menced meetings at the new churchhouse,
built last fall, on the evening of March 7, and

closed the 28th. Though the weather was

cold part of the time (the coldest we have had

this winter), yet we bad meeting each evening.

.Some drove live miles the coldest evenings.

The members were much built up, and made
to rejoice to see sinners come Hocking home to

God. One evening, especially, the members

could hardly sing on account of weeping for

joy. The baptizing was put off till to day, on

account of having no suitable place without

going a long distance. The melting of snow

furnished plenty of water within a few rods of

the bouse. Today nineteen were baptized,

and there arc two more applicants, who were

not able to be baptized at the time. The
meetings were conducted by the home minis-

try. I believe, if we give our home ministers

the proper encouragement, and trust God for

the result, we will be surprised how much
good will be accomplished!

JUDSON BECKW1TH.
April*.

District Meeting of Northern Illinois

All who expect to come by rail to the Dis-

trict Meeting at Yellow Creek, May 12, will

please note the following arrangements:

Trains over the Illinois Central Railroad,

from the south and east, are due at Lena as

follows: No 3,4:33 A.M.; No. 37, 7:44 A.M.;
No. 1,6:45 p - M -; No. 31, 2:40 P. M.
Trains No. 37 and No. I are the trains that

will be met for passengers. No arrangements

will be made to meet Nos. 3 and 31, unless we
are requested to do so.

The elders, and as many olhers as choose to

come, will be expected on No 37, due at Lena,

7:44 A. M„ May II,

No arrangements will be made to meet No.

37 on the morning of the 12th, except by spe-

cial request to the writer, as Lena is seven

miles from the place of meeting, and District

Meeting opens at 8 A. M,

Those coming from Northern Wisconsin,—

from the Irvin ('reek, Chippewa Valley and
Barron churches, — will connect on Illinois

Central, via Dubuque, Iowa, to Lena; or with

the Great Western to Pearl City. Those from

Southern Wisconsin, coming via Madison &
Northern R. R., will connect with the Illinois

Central at Freeport.

Those coming over the Great Western from

e east, will -be met at Pearl City, at 9:30
A. M„ May 11, at 3:34 A. M., the 12th.

_ D. B. Eby.

From India.

No doubt the papers have given the readers

of the Messenger much news concerning the

plague in India. Last week, having occasion

to go to Bombay, opportunity was given to

witness the ravages of this dreadful disease.

The once beautiful city is no longer beautiful.

Death is written on every hand. A sense of

gloom and depression comes over you as soon

as you pass through the deserted streets.

It has been about six months now, since the

plague, or bubonic fever, as it was first called,

broke out in Bombay. Up to date, over seven
thousand deaths have been reported, out of

It seems everything thai government can do
las been done, in the way of cleaning and dis-

nfecting the city. Places and buildings have
been cleansed with disinfectants. Whitewash
has been used to the extent, that now it is only

ith difficulty that lime can be obtained to

carry on the work. Over a thousand men, at

present, arc at work, examining, condemning
and burning buildings. Segregation hospitals

been opened in connection with other

hospitals, and arranged for in different places.

Twelve more are to be opened this week.
The skill of all the physicians is baffled. No

edy, : beei

the disease. Fever attacks you, glandular
swellings, called bubons, come on, the fever
increases, you become unconscious, and life

soon becomes extinct. There have been cases
in which the bubons turned black and decay
set in, This, the doctors say, is the genuine
black plague, which swept through London
about two hundred years ago, and was only
stamped out by ihe great London fire.

Over half of the immense population of

Bombay have left for native places. Thou-
sands are still going, for fear a law will be
passed, prohibiting their departure altogether

in the near future. Many of those who have
sought for refuge in their native places, have
been driven back again into the plague-stricken

city on account of famine.

The exodus has carried the disease to other

seaports and cities, and many places are now
suffering fully as much from the malady as

Bombay. Our own little town has not escaped.

Out of fifteen thousand inhabitants, three-

fourths have lied to the surrounding villages,

They say they do not fear the plague so much
as the oppressive regulation of government,

which is to move out and have your house

cleaned, and report all cases of fever, so that,

if any should develop into plague, they may be

taken to the hospital and cared for, so as not

to expose others.

Segregation places have been arranged for

the sick, and temporary homes for those who
have been required to leave their homes on

account of plague. There have been 223 at-

tacks and 144 deaths reported since about two

months ago, when the first cases occurred.

These figures, however, cannot be relied upon,

as the people are so afraid of being forced out

of their homes and taken to the hospital, that

they conceal, no doubt, as many cases as are

reported. If they are found out, fine and im-

prisonment is the penally, so they carry away
their dead during the night.

Two riots have occurred,—one near Bombay,

and one not far from here, where the people

refused to leave their homes, and government

office: had
them. Trouble is feared in Bombay, and a

number of soldiers have been called in.

We can only be still before our great God,

and wait upon him in prayer. It is a time of

humility and intercession, for those who know
the blessed Savior and the Father of love and

mercy. We thank the dear Lord for the joy

and peace he gives, while, on all sides, there is

fear and commotion. We know we shall be

taken often to God in prayer by the many who
have an interest in the Lord's cause here, but

we ask you all especially to remember the poor

people around us, that they may, through their

fferings and sorrows, be turned away from

n and idolatry, to serve the true and living

God. Bertha Ryan.
Bulsar, India, March 12.

MINISTERIAL PROGRAMS.

Missouri and Arkansas.

The following is the program of the Minis-

terial Meeting of the Southern District of Mis-

souri and Arkansas, to be held in the Dry

Fork church, following the District Meeting,

on May 13, 1S97:

1. "The Object or Purpose of Ministerial

Meetings."—Henry Brubaker and F. W. Dove.

Theii

Indue

"The Relation of the Elders

Church and Co-laborers."—S. W
T. Mason.

' How should Elders Proceed

Young Ministers to Work.' "-J. J. Troxel and
D. L. Forney.

4. "How can Ministers best Secure and
Hold the Attention of Their Hearers?"—I. P.

Eby and George Wine.

5. "How to Awaken in the Laity a Deeper
Regard for the Ministry, to Assist in Preach-

ing the Gospel."— T. Harris and Wm. Bradt.

6. "What Method to Pursue to Obtain Gos-

pel Plainness and less Conformity to the

World."—C. Holderman,

7. "The best Method to Get all the Mem-
bers to Attend all the Public Meetings, espe-

cially Council-meetings."—D. D. Wine and

Abel Killingworth.

8. "The best Way to Conduct the Sunday
School and Awaken more Interest in Mission

Work."—S. M. Stevens and G<

£3?"All ministers not named
will be expected to talk five

fo' lowing topic:

q. "The best Plans and Ways of Conducting
Social, Bible and Prayer Meetings, to Obtain

the Best Results. Also the Importance and.

Effect of such Meetings."

Wm, Harve
S. Wine,
D. W. Tert
H. Sunderl
Tv A. Robin

. Barnhart,

n the progr;

-MATRIMONIAL-

LEHMAN— WHISTLER.— At the resi-

dence of the undersigned, April 1, 1897, Peter

Lehman, of Payne, Ohio, and Sister Anna
Whistler, of Lima, Ohio. David Byerly.

FALLEN * ASLEEP

SPICHER.—At her home, in Kossuth Coun-
ty, Iowa, March 28, 1897, Sister Eliza Spicher,

aged about 40 years. She leaves a husband

and three children. The remains were brought

to Fredericksburg, her former home, for inter-

ment. Funeral services conducted by Eld.

Harvey Eikenberry, from 1 Cor.

Har f Gil

NOSS.— In the Little Traverse church, Em-
met Co., Mich., Feb. 15, 1S97, Charles A. Noss,

youngest son of Bro. John F. and Sister Sarah

Noss, aged 24 years, 2 months and -i days.

Charles A. Noss was born in.Elkhart County,

Ind.. Nov. 25, 1872. He was accidentally killed

bya load of logs tipping over on him. Funeral

services by Bro. Isaac Hufford, assisted by

Eld. John R. Stutsman, from 1 Pet. I: 24, 25.

L. B.Wilcox.

SYLER.—In the bounds of the Ashland
church, Mifflin, Ohio, Ira Syler, aged 22 years,

2 months and 22 days. Interment in Ankney-

town cemetery. Bro. Ira found relief in the

sure mercies of God, after an illness of about

nine weeks. He united with the church at the

age of fifteen. Funeral texts, Matt. 28: 6; Acts

13: 36. T. S. Moherhan.

ROTH—At her home, south of Anna, 111.,

March 21, 1897, of consumption, Mrs. Sarah
Matilda Roth, wife of Bro. John W. Roth, aged

40 years, 5 months and 27 days. Interment on

Monday, at Big Creek Baptist church ceme-

tery. She leaves a husband, three daughters

and one son. She was a consistent member of

the Missionary Baptist church for about twen-

ty-two years. Her husband was of the same
church until six years ago, when he became a

member of the Brethren church.

A, J. Hunsaker.

TRAVIS—In the Appanoose church, Frank-

lin Co., Kans., April 6, 1897. of lung fever, Bro.

Richard A. Travis, aged 47 years, 8 months
and 10 days. He was a member of the Breth-

ren church for about five and one-half years.

While sick, he made choice of his burying

place in the cemetery, near the Brethren's

church. He was anointed a few days before

he died. He leaves a companion and seven
children. His companion and a son are mem-
bers of the Brethren church. Funeral con-

ducted by Eld. John Sherfy and the writer,

from 1 Cor. 5: 1 and 2 Tim 4: 6, 7, 8.

C. T. Hsckman.

WILLIAMS.—In the Allison Prairie church,

Lawrence Co., 111., Dec. 31, 1896, Jennie May
Williams, daughter of friend Charles and Sis-

ter Lizzie Williams, aged 6 years, 6 months
and 11 days. Funeral by S. W. Garber, from

latter part of Job 1 : 21. Nina R. Garher.

STRAYER—At Hudson, in the South Wa-
terloo church, Iowa, March 6, 1897, Bro. Geo.

W. Strayer, aged 56 years, 7 months and 22

days. He was, in Cambria County, Pa., united

in marriage to Barbara Cain, November, 1862.

He emigrated to Iowa in 1869 He leaves a
widow and five children, Funeral services by
Eld. S. H. Miller and the writer.

L. R. Peifer.

WAGNER.—At her home, near Wakefield,

Md., March 30, 1897, Sister Margaret Wagner,
wife of Bro. Michael Wagner (deceased), aged
about 76 years. Sister Wagner had been af-

flicted for a number of years with rheumatism,
but endured it with Christian patience. She
has been a member of the Brethren church
at Sam's Creek for many years. Her remains

were interred in the Brethren's cemetery at

Pipe Creek. Funeral services by the writer

and Eld. Solomon Stoner, from Heb, 4: 9,

Wm. H. Franklin.

SCHARTZER.—In Bryan, Ohio, March 5,

1897, Sister Mary Gingery Schartzer, aged 87

years, 10 months and 15 days. Deceased was
born in Franklin County, Pa., April iS, iSog

She was united in marriage with Philip Schart-

zer, of Lancaster County, Pa., June 2, 1825.

There were born to this union fifteen children,

five of whom, and the husband and father, pre-

ceded her to that peaceful rest. Ten chil-

dren,— four sons and six daughters,— remain.
The family removed from Lancaster County,

Pa., to Wayne County, Ohio, about 1836, and
from there to Bryan, Williams Co., Ohio, in

the spring of 1854,—forty-three years ago,—
where she continued to reside until her death.

Funeral services conducted by the writer, as-

|
sisted by Bro. G. W. Sellers. C. Krabill.



April 2d, 1897.

SNAVELY.—At McPherson, Kans., April

10, 1897, of diphtheria, Ruth Clarice, daughter

nf Bro. J. R. and Sister Suavely, aged 2 years,

1 month and 1 day. Funeral services by the

writer. S. Z. SHARP.

KEININGER.—In the Johnstown congrega-

tion, Fa., March 16, 1897, Sister Julian Reining-

er, aged 67 years, 8 months and 25 days. Fu-

neral services by brethren David Hildebrand

and J. C. Harrison. A. J. Sthayer.

SITER.—In the Middle River congregation,

Va„ April 5, 1897, Bro. Windle Siter, aged 73
years, 7 months and 26 days. Funeral services

by Bro. E. D. Kendig, from 2 Cor. 5: 6, 9.

J. F. Miller.

MYERS.— In the Spring Run church, Mifflin

Co., Pa., Sister Annie Myers, wife of Eld.

Abram Myers, aged 76 years. She was born

jn Union County, Pa., April 6, 1821. May 12,

1843, she was united in marriage to Samuel
Ueshoar, who died April 19, 1859- Sept. 19,

iS67, she was united in marriage to Eld.

Abram Myers, who still survives her. To her

first marriage were born eight children, three

of whom preceded her to the spirit world.

She was a consistent member of the Brethren

church for fifty years. Funeral services by
brethren G. H., J. C. and S. J. Swigart, from
2 Cor. 5: 1. R. T. Myers.

JONES. — In the Wabash church, Ind.,

March 31, 1897, of measles and kidney trouble.

Sister Elizabeth Jones, widow of Joseph Jones
and daughter of Eld. John Crumrine, aged 56
years, II months and 7 days. She was born in

Darke County, Ohio. In an early day her

parents settled in Wabash County, Ind., where
she spent most of her life. She was a faithful

member of the Brethren church for thirty

years. She leaves nine children, six sons and
ihree daughters. The youngest child (a daugh-
ter) is nearly eighteen years of age. Funeral
services by Eld. John Wright, of North Man-
chester, Ind., from 2 Sam, 14: 14. Mother was
kindly and tenderly, amid loving words, laid

to rest by the side of father, in the Mt. Vernon
cemetery. KlTTlE HUB:

7BURCS. JffltECTOIiY.

Los Angeles, Girt.— No. 238 South Han

' M.; Sunday School,-» A.M.'

Chicago, XIU—183 Thirteenth Place. Serv
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Dry Goods, Shoes, Etc.

Horns Off!

The Qospel Messenger.—A large, religions

weekly,—published in the iuterestof the Brelh.
ir German Bapiisi church and their only

recognized church organ. Price, $1.50 per

cheap. Eaiii

The Young Disciple.—An illustrated week-
ly for the young. This is one of the most in-

teresting Sunday school papers published, and
should be used in all the schools within reach

Single copy, per annum 1 (a

Baltimore City Church.

Classified Minutes of Annual Meeting.

Not all the members of our church have
that perfect knowledge of our principles, thai

is so desirable. Others there are who are well

acquainted with the church as it exists, but
who would like to know something of her past

history, as regards her gradual growth and de-

velopment. In fact, all who are interested in

the welfare of the church, that is so dear to all

of us, should have access to a complete com-
pilation, such as is found in the "Classified

Minutes ot Annual Meeting," with the appen-
dix, containing the Minutes up to the year

1892. We sell this work at only $1.50 for cloth

binding. Be sure to send for a copy while the

supply is still on hand. Those who have the

ild edition of the "Classified Minutes," car
have the "Appendix" in separate binding fo?

^nlv ! AdHr-

Doctrinal Outlines

Is a book of 77 closely-printed pages th;

growing in favor wherever it is known. It

work for ministers, Sunday school workers

others, containing outlines on the follow

Historical, Doctrinal, Missionary, Secret Soci-

eties, Homiletics, Revivals, The Sunday School

The Home.

It is highly prized in Smyrna. (See page 41

of Messenger.) Order soon, as the numbei
on hand is limited. Price, paper cover 15

cents; cloth, 25 cents, prepaid.

Brethren Publishing House,
Mt. Morris, 111.

Teeter's Commentary

The prices on this popular and

liable Commentary have now been

duced to the following:

Cloth Binding, two volumes, - %\.<i

Half Leather, two volumes, - - 4.;

Half Morocco, two volumes, - - S-<

Address: Brethre

Send for Special Prices to Agtntl

Windsor
European Hotel,

TRIBUNE BLOCK,

45 to 153 Dearborn St. S. Grrgstbn, Prop.

ohicago, ir,:L.

tblc Hoaie ol It. elaii In the City, Th» eon*..
moderate, Tiijrlnn In price from Jb ceoti 10 li.S« ptr dil
per perioo. TboMpion'i KMUnrant ordaroittb Plrit

:lut ?iM»cir *l<Titji.

Our Publications.

Children
1 Work.—Weekly; well-Ulaslra.

the Sunday school lesson, with
ic, adapted to the understanding

of small children. No better publication can
be found for the little boys and girls of oar
Sunday schools.

eoolei

Brethren's Family Almanac.—Every fam-
ily should have this Almanac; complete iu ev-

ery way, Price, per copy, 10 cents; special

i to energetic agents.

Prepared for all ad-

ns the lesson texti

lion of the lesson

throughout, In preparing this quarterly we
keep constantly in view the needs of the

Brotherhood, and aim to folly adapt It to their

.SKbi

Juvenllo Quarterly.—Prepared especially

for the intermediate classes. This Is one of the

neatest, and best illustrated quarterlies pub-

lished. The pictures are selected with great

care, aud every lesson Is illustrated. The little

folks are delighted with it,

Sunday School Supplies.—We keep any

thing that is used in Sunday school work,

Write us for prices on goods not adveiv

Sunday School Reward Carda.—Oar stock

of cards is large and presents a variety

in styles and prices so as to please all.

Please send ns a trial order and be con-

SKxBK

Other Helps.—We are prepared to furnish

Bible Dictionaries, Commentaries, Maps, and

Bibles of every description, Always write as

before ordering elsewhere.

When ordering cards be sure to give num-

ber and price as well as the name, so that there

may be no mistake.

Brethren Publishing House,

. HI
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LOVE FEASTS.

„ Nc.rrlt .Morrill oliuroh, M01

n A M.. Wi-it Brnncll, Oglu

BRETHREN COLONIES IN

NORTH DAKOTA!

FARMING

LANDS

Litntls will never he cheaper that

FREE HOMESTEADS

taken near J\'ewin ire unit lion-hells.

BRETHREN Sffii!a:K tfr

OUR ILLUSTRATED LAND PRIMERS
s'..>. 21, 22 mm. I 44, uiily,,:,,-. n,:.il.-.l i.,- 1 :

HALF FARES K^IT half "rates

A. JACK, T

Or, FRANK SWU

Victor Headache Specific.

.sovereign remedy

CURES ||f nonu
Jv; hut- It il in". t-

1 1 re r*
II I II " l ^ lh " ' l"n ]jf-t

SSS^f'TEN-CENT

fir;

STOP ^ TOBACCO

Read This Notice...

Do You Sing?
If so, have you examined the Brethren Sui

day School Song Book? It is a well-arranged

and 1 arefully-selei ted collet lion of songs suita-

ble fur the Sunday School, Prayer Meeting or

Social Gathering.

Thousands of them have been sold, and to

introduce the book this offer is made to Sun-

day School Superintendents and Choristers.

Order a copy, either round or shaped notes,

accompanied with 35 cents, the retail price,

and we will send the book and a coupon good
for 35 cents on the first dozen books or

dered at the regular price, $3.60 per dozen pre

paid. Address:

; House,
Alt, Morris, III

Ml.imU .\\l> MH.III Mllll; WVIillls

"*s77~a,xrted. I

...Laud Department...

Northern Pacific Railway Co

In Central North Dakota

FREE Government Land, Crop Paymei

Land, Railroad Land, at $3 to $5 per

Acre, on Ten Years' Time,

Interest, 6 per cent.

Wells, Foster and
...Eddy Counties

umerous Public Schools, Healthy Clir

Good Water, obtainable al from 18 to
.

feel, black-loam Soil with clay Sub-

soil, Railroad Competition.

German Baptist Church at Carrington,

with a Nice Churchhouse

Free of Debt.

O. W. MOTT,

\VM. H. PHIPPS,
ST. PAUL, MINN.

This is a Time When

.MONEY IS SCARCE.

BUT
o carr]

ighl all

TEACHER'S BIBLE

Self- pronouncing, mar-

ginal reference, Bour-

geois (large) type, divin-

cumbersome.y o] i.l L-iiye

and side title, which ve

will send prepaid to any express office

.FOR $2.05...

The book is no cheap reprint, but has good

paper, clear print, and will render excellent

rvice for the money.

Address your orders to

Brethren Purlishing House,
Mt. Morris, 111.

Single Comb White Leghorn

James T. Quinlan,

Shipoing and Commission Merchant

305 S, Charles St., Baltimore, Md.

Patter, Eni, Ponltry.Gsme and FrnK»,8peo!
tl-ri. Hl>v rilr.W.UfMD, l-.irT. H I J I =1 .

IxMH.t Kr,

New Brethren Colony,

MOUNT MORRIS,
Morrison County, Minnesota.

No -Free Laml* hut tin- Best Lamls in
Minnesota at Low Prices and

on Ett.su Terms!

Eggs for Hatching,

I offer eggs at Si.oo per 13 from stock that,

r laying or beauty, are equal to any offered,

> matter at what price. Rose & S. C. Brown

Leghorns, Barred and White Plymouth Rocks,

Black Langshans, Light Brahmas, Pekin

s, S. C. W. Leghorns, Black Minorcas,

Buff Leghorns. Buff Leghorn Eggs, $1.50 per

3. Send for circular. Address:

W. W. KULP,
4t4 Pottstown, Pa.

SEED POTATOES

PERSIAN TABLOIDSFREE
I will for a short time mail any reader

of the Gospel Messenger one weeks

trial treatment of the famous Pet'SiM' 1,

Tabloids Free ; or 8 weeks' treatment

tor uiily Si.00.
7Kidney, Liver, and Stontf"' 1

trouble, Rheumatism, Sick Headache,

Impure Blood and a depressed rundown

condition of the Nervous System caused

by overwork and hot weather, immedi-

ately improved and speedily cured,

is a purely vegetable remedy, working

wonders with old and young in above

diseases. Address, .

Dr. E- J. WORST, Ashland. Ohio-
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The struggle r

Turkey is daily r

cruelty of war.

demons. They

'gou betw and
nding the reading public of the

men on both sides fight like

1 rush into conflicts where
death seems certain. They are well armed, and in

excellent condition for the contest. With their

modern weapons of warfare they mow down men
almost like so much grass. The mountainsides and
mountain paths in Bulgaria are strewn with the
dead and dying. In the lands where faithful minis-
ters, in primitive times, used to proclaim the Gos-
pel from city to city, and thus lead the people to
seek that which develops character, the roar of ar-

tillery, and rattling of fire arms may be heard on
every hand, almost day and night. On the one

are the followers of Mohammed and on the
r are those who profess to believe in the meek

and lowly Jesus. While the greater part of the
Christian world is in sympathy with Greece, still

cruelty of war is there, and it is to be deplored.
We are glad that our people are opposed to war,

tions will still engage in human
ed to state that this way of set-

al difficulties is becoming less popular
every year. May the time come when it will be a

: to go to warl

Md while ;

strife, \ tple

Many of the ancients were great lovers of books,
and also had their large libraries. In fact, we are
S'eatly indebted to these lovers of literature for
"Mh that we now know. In those early days
»°oks were written by hand. Wealthy men often
"Pt servants especially for the business. They
*r°te on parchments, mainly in the form of rolls.

°me of their writings are also found upon clay
a °lets, slabs and monuments. In those early times
en loved to write out their experiences and ad-

ventures, and hand such documents down to future
generations. They had no magazines, and had to
depend wholly upon books for their literature, hence
books became far more numerous than most people
think. We have our large libraries, but in the by-
gone centuries they had their wonderful collections
of books too. The library at Alexandria, Egypt, is

said to have contained 700 000 volumes. What a
treat it would be if we could still have access to
this wonderful library! There were also many pri-
vate libraries. An inscription upon an old tomb in

Egypt tells of a man who was a collector of books,
and had gathered 30,000 volumes. These libraries

might have been found all over the Bible lands.
For aught we know Samuel may have owned a li-

brary greater than those possessed by our best in-

formed preachers. Both Divid and Solomon
doubtless possessed large libraries. Moses may
have owned a collection of the finest ancient books
of his time. It is but reasonable to conclude that
not a few of the leading Bible characters had access
to libraries that would now astonish the literary

world. What would the lovers of literature to day
give for the books Noah had with him in the arkl

Then how we would prize Abraham's library, could
it but be restored to us. In this age of literature

we need not think that the ancient worthies were
without their valuable sources of information.

Thev had no printing presses, but there were plen-
ty of scribes who wrote books, and these answered
their purposes.

The Roentgen rays are proving valuable in the
way of detecting frauds. It is related that some time
ago a man presented himself to the officials of a
railroad company, with a bandaged arm. He
seemed to be in great distress, and claimed that his

arm had been broken while on duty for the com-
pany. He demanded a large sum for damages.
The company refused to pay it, but had a picture

taken of the arm, with the X rays. This showed
that the bone was perfectly sound, and had not
been injured in the least. The arm had been col-

ored in some way, so as to make it appear that it

had received injuries, but the fraud had been de-

tected, and the man received nothing whatever for

his efforts, save a greatly damaged reputation.

Now and then we may deceive men, but the Lord
never. He can look into the heart at all times, and
detect every attempted falsehood. God cannot be
deceived, and he does not need to employ the X
rays either.

In one of his sermons, in Chicago, not long since,

Dr, Hill gave his congregation some valuable infor-

mation concerning the making of books in ancient

times. When Julius Oesar went to Alexandria,
Egypt, says the doctor, he found a library of 700,000
volumes or rolls. Cicero was the proud owner of a

series of volumes containing 700 sheets of vellum,

each sheet having its portrait of some distin-

guished Roman. In those days every rich man had
his literary slave, who kept his libraries and made
copies of desirable books. When some gifted man
like Virgil or Horace had completed a new poem,
some wealthy patron gave a banquet, at which the

poem was rendered. The next morning the book
dealer set his library slaves at the task of making
copies of the new poem, and when a few days had
passed the new book had found its way into the li-

brary of all the patricians in some Thebes or Athens.

In like manner the disciples wrote out their personal

recollections of the life, teachings, and death of

Jesus Christ. Peter, John, and Matthew sent copies

of their "recollections" to friends in Rome and'

Corinth and Ephesus. Soon rich men became fas-
cinated by the lite of Christ, and they set about
securing copies. In 321 the Emperor Constaniinc
ordered fifty copies of the life of Christ and the
letters of his apostles made for personal friends.
These copies were written upon thin vellum, in col-
ors of putple and gold and Vermillion, and bound in
velvet. Here and there also a handful of villagers
would unite their gifts and buy a copy of Matthew's
letter. Unfortunately many copies were written
upon parchment. Early in the third century cop-
ies of the gospels were found in nearly all the pal-
aces of princes and homes of rich men, and in all
Christian churches. Precious, indeed, man's gems
and jewels, but in those days a copy of one of lite
letters of Matthew or John made a man rich with a
wealth beyond all the treasures of houses and I Is,

In their work the sacred writers were directed by
the Holy Spirit, but this cannot be said of those
who made copies from their productions. Errors,
more or less, crept into these copies, These errors
were transferred to other copies, and some of them
have come down to our time. It is only by a care-
ful comparison of the best and oldest manuscripts
that these errors can be detected and corrected, and
for this we owe much to the painstaking scholars
who have spent most of their lives at this kind ,if

Twe rv years ago every city daily, in this coun-
try, was chiefly occupied in dealing out, for months,
news concerning the most damaging scandal case
probably, ever reported on this side of the Atlantic!
Three prominent parties figured in the case and
nearly every conceivable thing respecting the man-
ner nf their lives, privately and publicly, was parad-
ed before the world, A few days ago Mrs. Tilt n
died, thus calling to mind what will ever be known
as the Beecherand Tilton scandal, After the trial

she withdrew from the public gaze, and lived as
privately as it was possible for her to do. In

Mr. Beecher passed away, and Mr.
Theodore Tilton went to Paris, where he still re-

ly one living of the three referred to.

A short time ago Mrs. Beecher died. Most people
have nearly forgotten the names so familiar twenty
years past, but the death of first one and then the
other, reminds them of the sad occurrence. Since
the jury failed to agree, the people were divided
concerning their opinion respecting the facts in the
case. The most popular pulpit orator of America,
was thus left to stand before the public with a stain

on his character. Whether innocent or not, Mr.
Beecher seems never to have recovered from the
terrible shock. Most respectable people tried to
forget the charges against him, but the death of the
woman, who had lost both her character and hus-
band in the conflict, revives memories by no means
pleasant to contemplate. It is sad to think that

one of the most brilliant women in this country
should thus be driven from church and society into

seclusion, and so remain for a score of years, and
then die with so few to mourn over her departure.
But this is the terrible result of sin even in this

world.

It is reported that a distressing famine prevails

in that part of Cuba where everything has been
laid in waste by the Spanish army. Not being

able to conquer the Cubans, they have resorted to

the policy of destroying everything calculated to

sustain life and give shelter to human beings. War
is bad enough, but a method of this kind is still

worse, as the innocent must suffer along with those

implicated in the strife.



TTEiE O-OSPBL jyTESSEHSTQ-IBIR,- May i,

-ESSAYS-

THE DIVINE WEAVINO.

Shk, Ihc mystic wea tcr sitting

HiKh in heaven—his loom below,

Up and clown Ihclrt allies eo;

Takes, lor web, the v oriel's dark ages

'lakes, Inr woof, the kings and sages-

Takes the nobles an tbclr pages,

Calmly, see the mystic weaver,

Throw his shuttle to and fro;

'Mid the noise and wild confusion,

Well the weaver seems to know

What each motion and commotion;

What each fusion and confusion,

In the grand result will show!

(llorious wonder! what a weaving!

To the dull, beyond believing,

Such no fabled ages know.

Onlyfaith can see the mystery:

How, along the aisle of history,

Where the feet of sages go,

Lov'licst to the fairest eyes,

("rand the mystic tapet lies!

Soft and smooth and ever spreading,

As if made for angel's treading—

Tufted circles touching ever;

Every figure has its plaidings,

Brighter forms and softer shadings,

Each Illumined—what a riddle!—

From a cross that gems, the middle.

TIs a saying—some reject it

—

That its light is all reflected;

Thai the lapel's lines are given,

liy a sun that shines in heavenl

"lis believed—by all believing

—

That great Cod, himself, is weaving,

Bringing out the world's dark mystery,

in the light offaith and history ;

And as web and woof diminish,

Comes the grand and glorious finish,

When begin the golden ages,

Long foretold by seers and sages.

PUE-EMINENT.

Dear Sist-r:—
You read the MESSENGER and the Evange-

lic, and like both. You prefer the latter because

of its freedom from ecclesiastical restrictions.

" Our adherence to obsolete traditions, and enforce-

ment of unauthorized customs drove you from our

fellowship." This is your testimony. Tradition

has unquestionably wrought much evil, though not

essentially bad. 2 Thess. 2: 15. It is easy to mis-

apply a divine principle, but of Peter comes the

Pope,—out of a metaphor comes the absurdity of

transubstantiation. Luke 22: 19, 20.

But the real issue is not between the individual

and the church, but between the soul and Christ.

When you master this cardinal lesson, you will find

all obstacles removed that now bar your fellowship

with us. It needs Eph. 4; 15 to make verse 16 pos-

sible. Our church and your church are far from

this blessed unity of adjustment and function.

You are not a whit ahead of us in this respect.

" In ell things Christ is to have the pre eminence."

Col. 1: 18. Why? Because "He is the head of

the body, the church'
1 Looking unto JESUS," is

the sum of all commandment and obligation.

Then we will not have I Cor. 12: 21, but Rom. 12:

10-

Whoever is right with the Head is not likely to

lose sympathy with the members. " There is no

schism in the body." 1 Cor. 12: 25. " Ye are

Christ's, and Christ is God's." i Cor. 3: 23. He
is the Author and the Finisher of our faith. Heb.

12: 2. And it is for this faith we are "earnestly tocon-

tend," (jude). Can you do this better among the

Progressives than among the Conservatives? "I

trow not." No one can have " the faith of the Son of

God," unless in combination with the other items in

the same verse. Gal. 2: 20. Faith in a church, a

creed, an ordinance, will no more make us " partak-

ers of the Divine nature," than Mary's fidelity to

Joseph will give us the Christ. God alone can

ke a Christian, and faith in Christ alone will fur-

nish the essential condition. If you prefer to be a

Progressive, then be a Progressive, but by all means

be a Christian, Is not the door open for this higher

fact as widely among us as with you? Sectarian

Shibboleths are not the criterion of sainthood. I

am as liberal a Progressive as any of you, and as

rigid a Conservative as Old Order can boast, But

I do not get my conception of these characteristics

from conferences and committees. God in the

flesh is a million times more progressive than any

of us have ever conceived. We are all dwarfs and

laggards in view of his high calling. Col. 2: 9

and 1 John 2: 6. How conservative he is, and how
conservative he wants us to be, is revealed in John

15; 19; 17: 14, and Heb. 7: 26. Does this exclude

you from our communion?

I never consult the church how to dress. My
tailor has the "pre-eminence" even in this matter.

If the indwelling Christ is to be all-pervasive and

all-dominant, the exterior will come into corres-

pondence. If you gaze with single eye on your

thorn-crowned Redeemer, is it not probable that

the ribbons and loops and plumes will fall from

your person without ecclesiastical interference?

Did you read the editorial in No 12, in the Mes
senger, page 184, last column, last paragraph,

about the limit of ecclesiastical authority, and the

absolute supremacy of Jesus Christ? Let us take

ir. 6: 19, 20, as the ultimatum of life in its minut-

est details.

Union Deposit, Pa.

CHILDREN UEINQ "BORN AGAIN.

"

BY JOHN E. MOHLER,

It is a comfort to know that children who have

not reached that age when they are accountable for

sin, are in a saved state through the atonement of

Christ, Now, why may not these same children be

early taught the way of Christ, and why may they

not accept him and be received into the church by

baptism, while they are in an innocent state? Why
may not the spiritual birth in such children be a

transition from a state of innocence to one of ac-

ceptance by Christ, without the child having to sin

and then be " born again?
"

These are questions which naturally arise when

we dread the time that our child may begin to go

astray from the paths of righteousness, and when

we observe at what a tender age some children

unite with the church, and afterwards prove faith-

ful to their calling.

The subject is an important one and may not be

fully understood at best. But, after all, one thing

we may accept as certain, and that is that the new

spiritual birth, and its universal characteristics,

does not, in children, differ from the same opera-

tion in adults,

As to the propriety of saying that children, in or-

der to accept the atonement " must be born again,"

or as to the necessity of such an operation, a little

plain reasoning will make it clear that it is proper

and necessary, according to the Gospel. Repent-

ance, baptism, remission of sins and the gift of the

Holy Spirit all go together to complete our ace

ance with God. Acts 2: 38. An innocent child

can realize none of these except water bapt

and to say that baptism makes the innocent child

accepted of God, after it has grown to maturity,

to attribute salvation to baptism as a work. There

is, virtually, no difference between infant baptism

and baptism of an innocent child of greater age.

The only apparent difference is that the one is old

enough to express an impulse, while the other is

not.

It is an error to suppose that an innocent child is

a proper subject for baptism, although such an one

may apply for church membership, The con-

ice of a child is very tender and will prompt
the child to do what it has been taught is right, u
ught from infancy to love the church and that

it

right to unite with the church and wrong not
t

lite, a child may easily be prompted by its con-

ience to apply for membership when it is really a3

nocent as in its infancy. It simply heeds the

-omptings of conscience, and while conscience
i s

safe moral guide, it may not be a correct spititu^i

jide. The work of conscience cannot take the

place of the work of the Holy Spirit. Christian

baptism and the new birth take place from the

riving of the Holy Spirit, and not from the mere

promptings of conscience. John 3; 5; and iG: S.

While it may, at first thought, seem strange that

a child must stray from the paths of innocency be-

fore it can accept the atonement of Christ,
it

should be considered that a child, which has not

sinned, cannot possibly accept atonement for sin.

hat this

s not lost, how can he receive a Sa

The children who are saved in

lecause of Christ's atonement are

ntelligently accept him, and they

out volition upon their part.

Warrensburg, Mo.

If

'HE IS A QOOD MAN."

Some time since a certain brother was purchasing

book. The little son of the seller was standing

by, and when the price of the book was given, the

boy said, " O, papa, let Bro. have it for less

than that, for he is a good man."

My reflections on hearing the boy's remark have

been many. Boys and girls are very apt to con-

lude that members of the church are good people,

is a result of such conclusion, they are very likely

to believe that what they see members do is right.

Thus we see where our right or wrong conduct may

lead the children either to or from the pathway of

holiness! How guarded we should be, that these

little souls around us may not be led to ruin by our

sins! Not only do children observe us, but larg-

er people, if we do wrong, will soon transfer the

reproach that we deserve, to the church, and

they themselves refuse the service of God, just

because some of his professed followers commit

sin. For this reason, we believe, Paul said, " Walk

worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called"

Thousands of people are out of the church be-

cause of low-grade Christians, which are really not

Christians at all.

When we know that children are looking on us

with the belief that we are good, what an incentive

to us, to live true before them and God! Brethren,

let us strive to be more spiritual in our talk and m

our conduct! Let every one of us reflect the true

light of piety and devotion!

It is one thing to live so as to avoid being ex-

communicated from the visible church. Any sly

hypocrite can do so much, but it is quite another

thing to live so as to be admitted into heaven.

Only the true follower of Jesus can do that. " He

is a good man." Let each one be the sum and sub-

stance of the statement.

Lanark, Hi.

RELIGION.

The word "religion" is one of those elastic

words in the English language, that can be

stretched out to cover almost anything. As it '

used to day, it is very indefinite. Almost every-

body has some kind of religion, as the term is used.

Webster defined words as he found them in gen-

eral use. He gives us one definition, as broad as

humanity. It is, "any faith or practice" that takes

in everybody, and includes every organization.

The word religion is made up of two Latin w° r r

—re, which means again, and lagaro, meaning

bind. We use the word re as a prefix, to many
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our Engl:

"again,"
"

Lagaro me
derived from

or hold our

unite? the bone:

would be very 1

too. La&

sh words, and it invariably signifies,

repetition," "the second time," etc.

leans to bind. The word " ligament "
is

m it. Ligaments are the cords that bind
ir bodies together,—the substance that

Without ligaments, our bodies
:e structures, and very useless,

fore, means to bind together, as

fith a band. A bond is an
binds, two or more parties

marriage contract, or any
nise, written or oral, is a

with thongs, to unite as v

instrument that holds, or

to an agreement. The
contract, bound by a pror

Religion, therefore, m
again. It must refer, dir

between us and our God
uniting with the

ins to rebind, or bind

:tly, to the relationship

It is true that, in our
bind ourselves togeth-

er, for the purpose of unitedly fighting sin, and ob
serving the laws of Christ, but, as we were never
before bound, in that relationship, it cannot be re-

binding in that sense. We were bound to God by
a very close relationship,—by ties that ought to

have been very strong. He was our Father, we his

children, by creation. But by our own free will we
severed that relationship, became aliens and stran-

gers, left our inheritance, and took our own course.

Religion, is binding ourselves again to God. It

is assuming the same relationship we left (except
that it is now by adoption). We go back as prodi-
gals, enter into covenant with our Creator, and thus
bind ourselves, again, to the same relationship.

A covenant, or bond, is an agreement between,
and subscribed to, by parties, whereby each one
agrees to perform certain obligations, for certain

considerations. In this case, the consideration to
man is salvation; and his obligation to God is

obedience. It ought, then, to be plain to us, what
constitutes religion,—obedience to God on our
part, for the consideration of salvation on God's
part. Thus we are rebound to God. Let us re-

member, then, that our part of the contract is

obedience, and when we have faithfully fulfilled our
part of the contract, God must fulfill his, for he has
said he would.

When we take that contract, and read it, we find
it enjoins something n
down and believe that J
God, who came to save u

that faithful obedience
the faith-alone man, "we
sure our salvation ; Christ has done
did Paul tell us to " work out our
Why does James tell us that " pu
religion," is to do certain works, that it

of our contract? "But, "says one, "h
Paul's declaration, that it is by grace we
through faith, and that not of ourselves; it is the
gift of God, not of works, lest any man should
boast? " Our works can not secure our salvation, in-

dependent of Christ. Works only insure our salva-
tion by fulfilling our part of the contract, and thus
making God responsible for his part.

James says, " Pure religion and undefiled before
God the Father, is this, to visit the fatherless and
widows in their affliction, and to keep himself un-
spotted from the world." Is this the sum total,

then, of religion that binds us to God? Not if the
whole contract is binding. James records more ob-
'igations on our part, than this. Paul told of more
works for us to do, so has Peter, Jude, and John,
and all the writers of the covenant, but this is a
Part of the covenant that will rebind us to God, and
a very important part, in my opinion.

I believe that man's obligation to man is the
greatest part of that bond. It has been truly said,
that "man's inhumanity to man, makes countless
thousands mourn." I believe it to be God's pur-
Pose to better the condition of humanity. He
ffl ight do it in an arbitrary way, by taking away our
free moral agency, but he has not seen fit to do
"at. He has rather taken the plan of education.
11 seems to me his plan is, rather, to educate us up
to a standard, where man's humanity, love, and
^'e for man, will make countless thousands re-

joice.

re upon us than to sit

lus Christ is the Son of

and will do it. We find

nplies work. " O," says

ot do anything to in-

Then, why
salvation?"

d undefiled

it is a part

how about

»«

1 belii
: noticeable,

llennium.willbe.thatin

nil be every other man's
he belongs to the same
e creeds, practices the
the same Communion,
z same parents, but be-

though it

that the greatest diffe

between this age and the millennia
the millennium every ma
brother; not merely becai

church, believes in the s

same ordinances, and tak
not because he is born of
cause his humanity recognizes hir

ing, with the same personal feelin

People talk about getting relig

was something stowed away in somebody .,

Well, on second thought. I believe that is often "the
case, yes, I believe there is a great deal of re-
ligion stored in cellars, and granaries, and a great
many people keep it there, under lock and key
and it never gets out. What, talk about gelling re-
ligion, while you keep it locked up in your cellars!
You might as well talk about getting fat on light
air and mountain scenery; or being warmed, when
cold, and filled when hungry, with good wishesl
Pure religion is to visit the fatherless and widows,
in their i mictions. What, just visit them, and say,
" Be healed, be warmed, be clothed, be fed, and
keep your cellars, your store-houses, and your
pocket books locked up?" Is that all? I believe
that is the principle the priest and Levite went on,
when they passed the wounded man, on the road
from Jerusalem to Jericho. Pure religion flourishes
in a different atmosphere. It will not stay locked
up. Pure religion will first open the heart; then
the store-house and pocket-book.

I do not believe you can get religion; you can do
it, act it, LIVE IT, and that is the only way to
get it. When people talk about getting religion,
they think about getting some kind of good feel-

ing, a feeling that their sins have been forg.'»»"

and they are saved. I should say, that
the remit of religion. I know, that if \

religion, first live it, then the feeling will

rather

first act

rrely fol-

Norlh I ibcrty, Ind.

KEEP THY HEART.

afely t

ing :

BY A. HUTCHISON.

leart with all diligence: [or out of it are the

-Prov. 4: 23.

charge given from which no one can
ind say that it applies to some one else,

to him, If we accept the idea that salvation
>nal, or individual in its application,— then
t accept of the keeping of the heart, as be-
individual in the work to be done. The

first and greatest rea:

are the issues of life.'

conclude that a failu

so keep the heart, 1

life, to that

unto God a sweet s

saved, and in them
the savour of death

Th
isigned is, " For out of it

nay we not readily

part of any one, to

:g death, instead of

The apostle says, •For
of Christ, in them that ;

to the one we are

. and to the other
the savour of life unto life." 2 Cor. 2: 15, 16. And
what the apostles were to the people then, so is the
Word of God to us now. It is the only infallible

rule by which we can work to keep the heart pure
before God, for it is the standard by which our
hearts will be tried.

Solomon says, " Every way of a man is' right in

but the Lord pondereth the hearts."

Prov. 2

ble for

From thi:

i to ha

nay: : tha

r hearts

: pos

standards

Eye.

These

ight, according

et be at a fearful discount

Jt under the X rays of God's penetrating

Fe may so equip ourselves as to present an

that is faultless before the most exacting

is of man; yet, when God begins to interview us,

may find "malice, and guile, and hypi

and envies, and all evil speaking

Lord will discover, because he sees the inner as

well as the outer man. The work, then, for every
one to do, will be to do as here instructed, " But
now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice,

blasphemy, filthy communication out of your
mouth." Col, 3: 8.

This calls upon us to notice some of the things
I which do not please the Lord. Again I quote from

the He These six things doth
the Lord hate; yea. seven arc an abomination unto
him: A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that
shed innocent blood, a heart that deviscth wicked
imacinations, feet that be swift in running to mis-
chief, a false witness that speaketh lies, and he that
soweth discord among brethren." Prov. 6: 16 19.
Here we have seven chances to see ourselves 1,

God sees us. We may not be guilty of all, or oven
of a majority, of these, but if we are guilty of one
of them, we are associated with the others, and
therefore our hearts are not right.

If we are found free from all of those things
which the Lord hates, and in full possession of
what the Lord loves, what a glorious Pentecost is

awaiting us at Frederick, Md.l If every brother and
every sister will pray as earnestly for a clean heart

ight spirit as you did, two years ago, for my
recovery from my perilous condition, at Decatur,

re a glorious Annual Meeting in
June. The Lord heard then, and he will hear again,
we all keep our hearts with all diligence.

O, for a united effort along this linel Jesus says,
If I had not come and spoken unto them, they

had not had sin; but now they have no cloak for
their sin." John 15: 22. A very proud heart may
be covered with a very plain exterior, and the filth

and bitterness of a jealous heart may be concealed
under cover of smooth words; but, remember, the
Lord sees the real heart, for he weighcth the spirits
and pondereth the hearts.

I hope to meet many of my dear brethren and
sisters at Annual Meeting, who have been helping
to carry me over the dark chasm of two years ago,
and, since you have prevailed so gloriously, I hope
you will continue to pray that I may glorify God
while I live.

McPherson, Kum.

BY HOWARD BflLLBK,

A year or two ago I was at New Orleans, and I

had business down at the riverside. Out in the
stream was anchored a huge, ironclad man-of-war.
Watching it, there seemed to be a sagging down
stream of a few inches every minute or so. Sighting
across the river at a stationary object, the fact was
certainly shown that here was an occasional hitch
down stream. Calling the attention of a riverrnan
to the movement of the ship he said that it was due
to dragging the anchor in the mud bottom of the
river,—that, with a rock bottom, the ship would
hold steadily against the current. The only way to

cover position would be to steam back and drop

It occurred to me that here was an excellent text
for our consideration. It seems to me that our
church is dragging her anchor, getting in the pow-
er of the stream, but, unlike the ship, it is impossi-
ble to get it back to the starting point. We have
had no end of talk that we are in a transition stage,

that this is an age of progress and all that sort of
thing, and that we are moving along with the cur-

rent. This is all true, and I see it all now, and part

of it I helped to bring about. But I see further that

a great deal of this change has not been for the
best, and that a good deal of this so-called progress
is simply drifting with the

original moorings. As far

not a hand or

tream,—away from our

is I can see and hear,

ir voice has been raised in protest. I

hat I am right in my premises, though
part of it may be due to the natural stagnation of

i advancing age. But I will try to show
ill also tell what the des-

linds :of.

nagine an old time colonial homestead, large,

fortable and old-fashioned, the house set on a

grassy lawn, spotted here and there with majestic

trees. At the foot of an aged oak there is a living

spring, from which three generations of an honored

name have quenched their thirst in its crystal wa-

ters. The people who live in the house are old-

fashioned too, but they have a world-wide repute

for honesty of Intent and integrity of thought and
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action. But the evil day comes when they begin

to think that they " live in an age of progress," and

they are bitten by the snake of imitation, and the

poison gets into their blood. There must be an

adaptation to prevailing fashion, and it is deter-

mined to remodel the house. Thus the addition of

some vile architectural whim calls for another

lopping off from the old home. Each added imita-

tion calls for another in the name of alleged prog-

ress till the gltiry of the stately home has almost

lost its charm in its modernization. Then they cut

down the trees about the house, put a cheap pump

in the spring, and plant the lawn with straggly

shrubbery where once grew the dandelion in a fi*ld

o( Hie cloth of floral gold, and the murder is com-

plete in the name of Progress. And such pro-

gress! It only remains for the people them-

selves to adapt themselves to their flash surround-

ings, and the glory of home, that it took two hun-

dred years to bring about, has been given to the

winds, and the people have gone mad in the race

with the caprices of the day.

And this is the change that we see coming on in

the church. It stood as a rock in a weary land,

and all men knew that its values were true, and

that honesty and earnestness took up their abiding

place within its sheltering fold. Then there were

those who grew uneasy at the seeming delays and

longed for a wider and freer field. Out in the

swirl of the world there would be an arena wherein

wonders were to be wrought. They went. And

has the world come to them? Strange names,

strange faces, and alterations and adaptations have

followed fast till to-day the old timers bemoan the

change that has been wrought to the extent, that, as

as they view the house that has been built, from

across the dead line, where they have been relegat-

ed by a generation that knows nothing of the past,

they hardly recognize their old home. But I have

not a word of fault to find with them, no grievances

to adjust, nothing to suggest. If, in their chosen

fold, they find peace and safety, far be it from me
to dissent.

The church that was left went on its way. It was

said that all these things would come, in time, in the

name of a safe conservatism, and some of those,

whose whisper it was that they were safe, worked

things for all there was in it. To day it is a common
remark among those who were once of us, that we

have changed faster than they have, that we are

open to a merited criticism for our being tainted

with the world and its methods. And they speak

with the t^uth in what they say. Meanwhile the

good old ship has lurched down stream. The dis-

tinctive features that have made the Dunker

church what it was among men, began to be aban-

doned in places, and these widened and spread

like a leprous spot on the cheek of beauty. There

are whole congregations that pay no attention

whatever to the order of the church, who have

practically abandoned the salutation, who seem

ashamed of the ordinances, who seem to prefer an

ill-played cheap organ, to praising God by the

whole congregation, before a service by an under-

fed, ill paid " pastor," who sits behind a table once

occupied by men of gold who have passed now.

And this is called progress! In how many places

has the sister grown aweary of her certificate of

good character in the garb of the church, that

amply becomes so many of them, and which re-

ceives the homage of the worldly, exchanging it

for a dress, designed, perhaps, by some titled bawd
in Paris. And this is the progress we are making,

and.the transition we are speaking of. True, there

are others who have not fallen on their knees to

Mammon, and if they are separate and apart from

principle, the very ground they walk on is hal-

lowed, and they are the angels of God in the chrys-

alid of humanity. And how many youth are

there who are learning, by adverse example and
covert sneer, that while the faith of their fathers

might have been well enough in its way and its

day, it is not now worthy of consideration by the

young and those who are making " progress."

What will become of the old-time church when
Canada thistles are sown in each of its fairest

li. his And this is the progress we are making.

Those who are not hit need not cry aloud.

Good God, is there none to stand on the wall and

send forth a ringing bugle blast that will rally this

racing mob into line again? And when they are

there is there none to utter a prayer that will reach

their hearts as the trumpet note smote their ears?

Truly the anchor is dragging and the ship is drift-

ing,—the wisest of us know not where.

1 know the sneer of the schemer and the igno-

rant who are so morally color blind that they sec no

red flag on the track, and who hear no long drawn

note of danger ahead, and who comfort themselves

with the statement that it will be time enough to

act when we stand face to face with destruction.

These do not know that a church never gets back

of its own accord. It may stop where it is but, as

a whole, it never gets back to its original moorings;

it can not grind with the water that has passed the

mill.

If there is any one thing true about churches and

church people it is that the only really valuable

change is in getting away from the world, and look

ing backward to Christ and getting nearer to him

and to his teachings. What is called progression is

too often simply drawing nearer to the world and

away from God. It is further true that in our mis-

taken catering to the world we earn the secret con-

s a pervert from a church

no matter how they smiled

from the stage of sin. To
.vith the history of church-

r best days were when they

tempt of the worldly a

that all men respected,

at its oddities, as seen

any one at all familiar '

es it is evident that thei

vere poor and unworldly, when they were true to

he faith once delivered to the saints. With wealth

ind pride come spiritual degeneration; and every

:hurch that has sickened and died has been slain

vith a dagger of gold, dipped in the poison of fash-

on. And all this is what we are coming to. If it

s not halted in fifty years there will be so radical

1 change that none of us would know it were we to

:ome out of our graves and revisit the scenes of

jur spiritual childhood in God.

The church has not lost its grip, but it has loos-

ed it. What \ ed most is not legisla

No
but

riolewhole by legal

been restraint

touched by hui

structive policy that, lit by th

fire of God's own kindling, ou

Rcsurgan. banners

no matter how they have

id, the heart was never

What we need is a recon

in but living

h may write

' sadly trailing earth-

There is but one true progress and that not to

the fore, but backward, nearer him who walked the

earth, an uncrowned but kingly King among men.

No change in the tide of human affairs can ever

make him and his teachings other than the grand-

est that ever drifted down the centuries. Here and

there, in many a place, are men and women in whose

hearts burns the sacred fire. Let them gathe

them the stray and the erring and draw them

the inner circle of God's love by the silken cords of

prayer and the diamond dust of heart life,—loving

words. And then once more we may rest under

the trees at the riverside, in a place where the sin-

sick and the weary may seek us and find peace.

As God lives there is no place and no customs in

which are safety and life eternal but in the shadow

of the cross.

Lc&itburg, Pa.

^.SERMON + DEPARTMENTS

THE BIBLE PROVED.

In 1 Thess. 5: 21 we have the words: "Prove all

things; hold fast that which is good."

Everything in this world is subject to tests.

Metals are tested to determine their kind. Water

is tested to determine its purity, Cloth is tested to

determine its quality, Bridges are tested to de-

termine their strength. Ships are tested to deter-

mine their ability for the sea.

Metals, when they are tested, are classified as to

kind; and water, when it is tested, is marked with

its degree of purity; and cloth, when tested, is

marked as to quality. Bridges that do not stand

the test are condemned, and steamboats that do

not stand the test arc not permitted to move out

into the great deep. Men are tested, they are ex-

amined as to their ability for the various profes-

the teacher is examined in the science of teaching,

the lawyer is examined in law. Bookkeepers are

examined, bank clerks are examined, stenogra-

phers are examined. And not only are men exam-

ined and tested, but systems and institutions are

tested. Systems of medicine are tested, systems of

education are tested, systems of law are tested,

and systems of government are tested. Sometimes

we want to try, in this government, a system of

free trade, and sometimes a system of protective

tariff. At times some want to test the silver stand-

ard of money, while others want to hold to the

system that is claimed to have been tried,—the gold

standard.

Institutions are tested and examined, and I re-

mark here that .an institution, having for its aim

public good, that is not willing to have its work-

ings looked into,—inspected, an institution that is

not willing to have the light of truth shed into it, is

not worthy the patronage, sympathy and help of

the people.

There are two things that I am afraid of in this

world. In the first place, I am afraid of ignorance.

You cannot reason with ignorance The only thing

that you can hope to do with it is to instruct it,—to

lift it higher into more light. Then, I am afraid,

too, of a spirit that is not willing to investigate,

and a spirit that is not willing that things shall be

investigated. It is a dangerous condition for any

person to get into when he closes himself up and

expresses an unwillingness to look farther,—an un-

willingness to be looked into.

After all, with regard to systems, with regard to

principles, it will be in the end the survivor of

the fittest,—the survival of the best. That system

of education will stand which proves itself to be

the best. That system of government will stand

which proves itself best to meet the needs of the

people. That system of medicine will stand, which

proves itself to bring the best results.

While we test metals, test the water that we

drink, test the cloth that we wear, test the bridges

over which we pass, and test the steamers upon

which we cross the seas, we want to examine those

who shall teach our children, and we want to ex-

amine, or have examined, those who will prescribe

medicine for us. While we want to examine those

things which have to do with our welfare here,

how much more ought we examine and have ex-

amined, tested and proved, that upon which we ex-

pect to pass over into eternity! I tell you we need

to be more careful, and more exacting with regard

to our eternal welfare than anything that pertains to

this life or to this world. Very fitly does the apos

tie come to-night and ask us to "prove all things,"

and then, having proved all things, hold fast to all

that are good. Those that are not good,—let them

go! Hold only to those that are connected with

our eternal good. I am glad that I can come to

you to-night with something that has been proved.

God's Word has been proved. God's Word has

been tried, and it is found true and worthy of ac-

ceptation.

The Bible is proved by the history of nations.

You need to-day but look at the countries that rec-

ognize the Bible; you need but consider the coun-

tries that rest upon the institutions of the Bible,

and you will find countries that are most progres-

sive and that are constantly reaching out into high-

er and better fields of labor. You need but take a

map of the world and you will at once recognize

the power of the Christian Bible, as it is felt in va-

rious lands.

Some time ago a prince from a foreign land vis-

ited the Queen of England, and in his conversation
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with the Queen he asked, "What is the secret of

your government's success?" The Queen handing

the prince a Bible, said, " This is the secret of our

success." Daniel Webster, in a great speech one

time, said, 'So long as we stand upon the Bible

and with the Bible as a government, so long shall

w e go on conquering; and just as soon as we lose

our hold upon the Bible and upon God, just that

soon shall we lose our hold as a nation, and shall

be brought into a state of ruin."

The Bible has been proved by the test of time.

Time is a test of all things; kingdoms had their pe-

riod tf rise, and their period of glory, and their

period of decline. There was a time when Rome
reached out in might and power all over the world.

To-day Rome is fallen. You go to Greece and you

will stand upon the ashes of once famed and gloii

ous Athens. Go down into Egypt and you will

stand upon the graves of great and mighty cities.

But while time has made its devastations upon cit-

ies, and upon governments and upon kingdoms, the

Bible is in no way defaced or marred. This good

old Book of ours, though it came through 6res of

persecution and through storms of oppression, and

through flood-gates of opposition, stands as the

Word of God, as the truth of eternal ages.

Time has proved a good many books to be worth-

less. Go into our old libraries to-day and you will

find science books, shelves upon shelves, kept onlv

as relics. Time has outgrown them. There was a

time when those science books were all right.

There was a time when they were searched after,

but now they are old relics of the past. It is not

so with the Bible. It is not shelved. No; it has a

wider and better circulation to-day than it has ever

had. It stands to-night as the queen of truth and

power, still to go on to shape the lives of men and

the lives of women.

Then too, the Bible is proved by the Holy Ghost.

This to me is the strongest proof,—the fact that

the Holy Ghost puts his stamp, his seal, upon this

word. I know there is an inclination on fie part

of some to-day to whittle the Bible to pieces.

They want to cut out certain chapters or certain

books.' But it cannot be done. You cannot cut

out a single book,—not a single chapter. It is

bound together by the Holy Ghost himself,—it

must remain so. I find that Matthew quotes Gene-

sis, Mark quotes Exodus, and Luke quotes Leviti-

cus. And when I turn to Acts I find quotations

from Deuteronomy and Isaiah, and Joel and Amos
I find that the New Testament is interwoven with

the Old, and the Old with the New, and so made
by the Holy Ghost himself, and it is impossible to

cut out any part of it.

The Holy Ghost accompanies the Word and seals

the truth of the Bible. It is the Holy Ghost that

drives conviction upon the hearts of men. A dif-

ficult passage of Scripture was once brought

to Mr. Moody to explain. Said the man to

Mr. Moody, "Will you explain this passage of

Scripture?" Mr. Moody said, "I cannot do it."

" Well," said he, " Do you understand this passage

of Scripture?" "No," said Mr. Moody, "I do

not." "Well," said he, "how do you claim that it

is the Word of God,- that it is the Truth?" Mr.

Moody answered, " I know it because it inspires

my heart; it has in it what no other book has to in

spire men and women."

The Bible is also proved by science. Whenever
science agrees with the Bible, then you may rest

assured that you have a true science. Lieutenant

Maurey, a man of scientific ability, says, whenever,

in his scientific study and investigations, he can get

a Bible basis, whenever he can rest himself upon

Bible truth, he has a sure basis upon which to w

Sometimes we hear it said that the Bible

science do not agree; but it is not the fault of

the Bible. It is invariably the fault of scienci

Science is shifting. It is not settled, like God 1

Word. That which was proved one hundred years

ago is not proved to day. Scientific men havt

found out differently,—Ihey have found out bet

ter,—but the good old Bible, that was true a hun

dred years ago, is true to-nieht.

Let us look at a few scientific points! We are
told, for instance, that Harvey discovered the cir-

tion of the blood in 1619. Harvey simply
discovered that which Moses knew long ago. Mo-

s writes that the life is in the blood. The life be-

g in the blood, and the fact that there is life in

the finger, proves that there is blood in the finger,

and consequently that the blood must circulate.

In Proverbs 4: 23 we read: "Keep thy heart with
all diligence; for out it are the issues of life." The
heart is the little pump that pumps the blood into

all parts of the body. Moses and other Bible writ-

ers knew of the circulation of the blood thousands
of years ago. It took a long time for men of sci-

ence to strike the Bible basis, but when they struck
the Bible basis they struck the truth, and it is set-

tled that the blood circulates throughout the body.

Until 1700 there were at least one hundred leper
houses in England. Scientists tell us that leprosy
was removed from England by a system of isola-

tion, that is, by putting the lepers to themselves,
and keeping them to themselves. That, however,
is the B ble idea. You turn over to Moses and you
will find that he gives instruction in detail to put
the lepers to themselves. It was a long time be-

fore those scientists in England struck the Bible
idea, but as soon as they struck the Bible idea
they struck the truth, and it resulted in the eradi-

cation of leprosy, or almost entirely so, from Eng-
land.

Again, the old philosophers, before the time of

Christ had very peculiar ideas about this earth of

ours. Some of them thought that the earth is

shaped like a table, Others thought it was sup-

ported upon adamant pillars, and others supposed
it was carried around upon the back of a tortoise.

Others thought the earth was carried upon the

back of an elephant, and that the earthquakes were
caused by the elephant shaking his head. These
views were held at the time when much of the Old
Testament was written. The reason they did net

get into the Bible is, because the Bible writers

knew better. Job says: "He stretcheth out the

north over the empty place, and hangeth the earth

upon nothing." That is what scientists teach to-

day,—that the earth is hanging upon nothing, that it

is simply whirling through space, held by the power
of gravity. When science swung around to the

Bible, it swung around to the truth,

Some years ago the telescope was pointed to the

North and it was discovered that there is an empty
place up there,— a place without any stars and
without any planets. The telescope proves Job to

be correct. " He stretcheth out the north over the

empty place." Job also speaks about loosing the

bands of Orion. Astronomers have recently dis-

covered that our planetary system is gradually

drifting away from the constellation in which Orion

is chief. Mow true the Bible! Turn the telescope

to the stars, or look into the depths of the sea, or

dig into the heart of the earth, and you will find

that the Bible is true.

Students of Physical Geography well remember
about the currents of the sea and the currents of

the air that are caused by the rotation of the earth.

I read just a few verses from the first chapter of

Ecclesiastes: "The wind goeth toward the south,

and turneth about unto the north; it whirleth about

continually, and the wind returneth again accord-

ing to his circuits. All the rivers run into the sea;

yet the sea is not full; unto the place from whence

the rivers come, thither they return again." This is

just what scientists say to-day. When science

agrees with the Bible it is true science.

We know that the Bible is true because of what

it has done for men. Great sinners, under its

power, have become great saints. Men, through it,

have become lovers of the truth, and courageous

for the truth. Look at the life of Stephen and the

life of PauH Look at the lives of the early church

fathers! Look at the life of Huss, and the life of

Luther, and the life of Wesley! Look at the lives

of men to-day that have been influenced directly

by God's Word!
Sometimes infidels want to discuss the Bible,

Mr* IngersoU not long ago, I understand, etial
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lenged Mr. Moody for a debate. It is altogether
wrong. Mr. Moody is wise enough to know that
the B.ble does not gain anything from discussions
with men who do not believe, who have not ex-
perienced anything of its power. When we want
a discussion wc want to discuss with men that
know.
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Paul Preaching to the Jews Acts 13: 26-30.

Lesson for May i).

One of thp interesting experiences of Paul must
have been that of preaching to his own people,
and surely there were none that could do it better,

as he was not only a Jew himself, but one after the

strictest of the sects. He was as zealous in fight-

ing against the way that he was now preaching, as

it was possible for any of his brethren to be. An
experience, such as he had, must have bei n of

great advantage to him in trying to get his people
to see as he saw. It would greatly liberalize his

feelings towards them, because he knew what forc-

es were brought to bear on his own life before he
was made to see that in this way was the salvation

of the world.

One thing we should never forget,—the forces

that were necessary to our own conversion, we
ought to expect to be necessary to the conversion

of others of like circumstances, environments and
education. This lesson Paul had learned, and in

learning it he learned to exercise patience towards
his brethren who could not see as he did. There-
fore he could go on, day and night, in labor and
tears, so that, if possible, some of his brethren

might be made to see the truth as he saw it. They
were as he once was. What he wanted, was to get

them to be as he vow was, This is what we all

should want. In doing this it is easily to be seen

what a great responsibility is thus Entailed upon
us. If wc are not LOjd ourselves, it would be a

bad thing to labor to get others to be like us.

We must first strive to make ourselves after the

Divine Pattern, and then we can, with great pro-

priety, say to others: Be as I am.

Getting ourselves to this standard, then, should

he our first work, as the teacher must not only

learn Itow to teach but he must learn to live as

well. While Paul had learned the Christ-life and
was fully imbued with his spirit, yet he did not

overlook the Jew-life, and how hard it was to get

away from early training and teaching. This is

shown by the spirit of his address to these Jews of

Antioch. He calls them: "Men and brethren,

children of the stock of Abraham." There is much
depending on the manner in which wc approach

people in our desires to do them good. This was

well understood by Paul. He says: "When I was

with the Jews I was as a Jew." In the Christ-spirit,

he was a man among men. He knew how to be-

come as one of them, that he might be able to get

close enough to them to capture their affections

and thus be able to save them This is the lesson

that we must learn if we are able to save the people

for Christ.

He further gives them credit of being men who
" feared God." This brought the relation still clos-

er, and prepared them for the message that he

he had to give, " To you is the word of this salva-

tion sent." After this he tells them what the Jew-

ish brethren did at Jerusalem—his brethren and

their brethren,— and he explains why they did it.

" Because they knew him not, nor yet the voices

of the prophets which are read every Sabbath-day."

They did not rtj;ct Christ because they did not

have the off>jrtumty of knowing him, for the pro-

phecies, which predicted his coming life and pur-

poses, were read in their hearing every Sabbath.

So it is to-day,—not only with the Jews, but with

a large part of the people of the world. They

have abundant opportunities of learning about

Christ and his salvation, and yet he is largely re-

jected, Why is this? It is because it is needful
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Course of Reading.

ANSWERED.

FUl i- lowly she knelt in ihe night and its shadows.

Full sadly she mused on ihe seimon she heard.

A woman bowed down with life's enres and its burdens,

Her heart all aweary, her tired eyes hlurrcd.

"
"s out SOUl will be held for the loss of Ihe heathen

Unless you forewarn them! " the preacher had said,

She wistfully clasped her fair babe to her bosom

To still the wild pain in its throbbing so dread.

"Oh Lord," she sobbed forth in that chamber of darkne

•'Tim 11 knowest my heart and the thoughts therein st;

Thou knewesl full well that to carry thy Gospel

To heathen afar through mad seas I would wade.

1 think ol thy sorrowful Son, how be suffered,

I think of Ihe treason and shame thai he bore;

I think ol Golgotha! and thinking, thou knowest

To work iu thy harvest I long more and more,

"Oh must I be doomed through the ages eternal

For ihe blood of my brothers?" she pleadingly cried,

"And how can I go to the heathen, my Father,

With little ones clinging anon at my side?

The space is so dark and all trackless I shudder
With a fear which consumes while I kneel here and

]

I (am would lay down on thy aliai ol in. ense

My heart a live sacrifice—jA w •." flic way! "

Then (ell a deep voice on her ear; through the darkness

The sorrowful woman no presence divined.

Like ihe roaring of far-away waters it sounded.

Yet the words which it spake were most tender and k
"

I know all thy yearnings and how thou hast struggled,

I know .Ml thy fears and thy weary heart-pain;

I know all thy sorrows, thy vigils, thy weeping,

—

Not a piayer, not a tear hast thou suffered in vain.

'oh. ich tho cii.lt-

Upon thy sad bosom the while thou dost pre

In him may thy prayer of ibis hour be answered,

—

Let Inm carry afar my true Gospel one day.

Long ago in the love and despair of my spirit,

From our beautiful mansion beyond the deep skic

1 sent to Ihe heathen my Son well beloved

To leach 'ihein o( Heaven—go do ihou likewise."

The
Sbec

leased praying; the burden s lifted.

JoJimtcivn, /'a,

i I," when the Master shall call.

NOTES FROM THE CHICAGO MISSION.

BY SUSIE FORNEY.

—SEVERAL of our most interesting children, who
lived o «ly a few doors from the church, have moved
away; but Sunday morning has found them in their
place at Sunday school, and, while they had quite a
distance to walk, they were there on time. This
should be the purpose of every Sunday school work-
er,—to be on time.

—Another family, in which three have accepted
Christ, has moved near the church, and they are
happy in being able to attend all the services of the
church and mission. This they were unable to do
before, because of the long distance to walk and the
danger from crossing numerous railroad tracks.

—A dear sister, who recently united with the
church, perhaps knows more fully what it means to

O^SB GOSPEL ^ESSENO-EI-Hi.

suffer for Christ's sake than some persons who ha

spent many years in his service. She washes,

support her family,

-

children. One of th

is a Catholic, and, or

a Christian, she abus

and refused to let her have an

sister came away with a sad hea

experience to her husband, who
said there would be some way to get along, and she

should have nothing to da with such people. Dear

sisters, you, who know nothing of such trials, imag-

ine yourselves in this sister's position for

ment and try to realize what it is; then offer up

thanks to God for what you have, and a petition

thai this sister may have strength to prove faithful.

We entreat you all to remember the lambs of the

flock at this place. You cannot know what they

have to endure in trying to be Christians in this

wicked city, but God knows, and may he sustain

ivalid husband and five

;n for whom she worked
ng that she had become
with shameful language

1 related her

ery kind, and

them!

—Yesterday wc had Easter exercises for the chil-

dren; some of them were prepared to tell us some-

thing about the day and what it means to us. We
think the services were helpful to all,—calculated

to draw our minds from some of the customs at-

tached to the day, and direct them to the believer's

hope— the resurrection.

66o S. Ashland Ave.

QOLD AND SILVER.

Yes, for months I've been pondering, and the

more I ponder the more I am puzzled. It's gold

and silver over which I'm puzzled. Now, then! I

suppose you'll call me a politician. Well, per-

haps I am, but my kind of politics goes back of

State and National Government; and yet "gold and
lver " is becoming, more than ever, the main point

at issue.

I mean the gold and silver of the Brethren

hurch. Hark! I think I hear some good brother

say, " Gold and silver! Why, these are hard times;

then the Brethren are not people of so much gold
d silver anyhow."

Well, now, let us reason together, brother. Are
not people of the Brethren church, as a rule, indus-

rious? Are they not, as a rule, prosperous?

Yes." Well, then, during all these years, while

ther churches have been founding schools, estab-

lishing churches in the cities, and sending mission-

tries across the waters to the heathen, what have
ve been doing with our gold and silver?

" O well," says my brother, " considering our

lumber we raise quite an amount for missionary

vork."

Yes, brother, but I mean the surplus gold and sil-

ver-yes, surplus. We do not build fine churches,

lor fine houses, nor spend money for salaried min
sters, or fine carriages, or fine furniture, or expen-

;ive clothing, or superfluities of any kind (?) while

most other churches have all these, and yet are

vay ahead of us in spreading missionary work.
' Yes, but," says Bro. A, " I give my share toward

:hurch expenses, and I can't stint myself and fam
ly for the heathen. I must pay my honest debts.

[ owe some on the farm 1 bought last year. My
boys work hard, and when they settle down, I must

e them a start in life."

Now if I were able like Bro. B it might be differ-

ent. He is ' well-to-do,' has no children to care for,

he could well afford to give hundreds of dollars

to the mission cause. Of course, I know he gives

something, but I never knew of him giving any large

ium"—and so on. 1 imagine I hear Bro. A mutter-

ng about Bro. B being under obligations to give to

the church, since he has not a family of children to
' start out " in life, while, as for himself,—" chanty
must begin at home,"—yet he forgets that with him
"charity" not only " begins at home "but it stays

at home, while the Lord meant that the charity of

the Gospel should be given to all nations, according
to the Savior's own words, " Go ye into all the
world." Then I begin to wonder if Bro. A's kind
of charity is the Gospel kind. I fear not, for if he

May i, i8g
7 .

had the Gospel charity he would want to give it out
to others— send it as far as he could. What do you
think about it, Bro. A?
Not long aga, a woman was inquiring our reasons

for plain dressing, and other principles of the
Brethren church. Upon receiving the desired infor-

mation she exclaimed, "Well! I should think you
Dunker people would save lots of money for mis-

sionary work on your clothes, your plain churches
and your preachers. 1 have to pay a high price tu

have my dresses made; then, when the style

changes, I have to buy new clothes or else have the

old ones made over. Just think of it! Our church

cost us $17,000 and we pay our preacher $i,8ooa
year. We have the money to raise, too, somehow or

other, or he will leave us and go where he will be
paid, for he says he must have a living!

"

Well, that woman gave me something more over

which to ponder. Brethren, what are we doing
wilh the " gold and silver " saved in plain clothing

and simple living? Why does God's Word teach us

to be simple in our lives and to avoid " gewgaws "

and superfluities in dress?

Is it not that more of our time, our energy and

our money may be given to the spread of the Gos-

pel? If not, what purpose is there in these com-
mands? If so, then I fear that some of us are fall-

ing far short of the standard.

We, as a church, claim to be contending for the

promulgation of truth, but so many of us forget

that the work is a personal one. Bro. A means all

right, perhaps, but he fails sadly in realizing the im-

port of the Gospel " Go ye." All around him are

souls going down to perdition, while, across the

dark waters, millions are starving for the Bread of

Life. When, at the judgment bar of God, the Mas-
ter shall say, '* Come, ye blessed of my Father,—for

I was hungry and ye fed me," I am pondering

whether Bro A will be among that number.

Bro. B, who " has means," quietly gives for the

spread of the Gospel, more than Bro, A ever

dreams of. Having no children of his own, to start

in life, he has quietly helped many other peoples'

children, and more than one fatherless boy and girl

have found him a father in a practical way.

Somehow, or other, everybody understands he is

doing his share, at least, but the amount is never

known, as he sounds no trumpet. Over there is

Sister C, who has little of this world's goods, but

who is rich in faith. The Gospel "Go ye" has a

burning significance to her, as she contrasts the lot

of woman,—her sister,—in city slums and heathen

lands, with that of her own.

After her week's hard earnings are in, she quietly

puts aside the Lord's portion, which, in time, reach-

es the missionary fund, perhaps from just "a sister,"

but the Lord knows her, for he, too, is keeping a

record,

Without is the observer, as we have described

above, whom we will call Mrs. O, and just beyond
her we see S,—the sinner,—saying to himself,

"What does all this Christianity mean anyhow?
They claim religion makes people better, but I

don't know whether it is their religion or not, for

Mr. A, over there, is not at all like Mr. B, who
seems all the time forgetting himself in the interest

of other people. Yet I see that Mr. A claims the

same religion. I know he has the same Bible and

belongs to the same church, but he is awfully close

in his dealings, and so busy with the concern of his

farms that he is in a hurry, even at church services.

I know he does not have time for family prayers,

for I worked for him all last summer. Now, if re-

ligion doesn't cause a man, like Mr. A, to want to

give it out to other people, what is it good for any-

Brother, sis'er, are you Bro. A or Bro. B or Sister.

C? You must belong to one class or the other, for

there are but three classes in the church.

Now, whoever you are, remember that Mrs. Ob-

server and the sinner are looking on. What are

they thinking of you? What kind of a record is

God making of you? What are you doing with

your " gold and silver?" I pray you, help me to

ponder this question !

Sij Division St., E., Cedar Rafids, Iowa.



May li 1897- THE GOSPEL JSEESS-EJJN Q-SJrC.
279

general Missionary $ Tract
...Department...

\ help in spreading the Gospel, and when
asked if thai were not much for him to give,

cplied, "God's work must be done, Massa,
and 1 may be dead,"

Virglni

SE5ULAE KSSTIKOS OF THE COHWTTSS :
- The Mont

l.tti.tt Standing Committee convenes at Annual Ml

log; the second Monday ol October and ot Februai

E3:ni£-S TOE AH? KEETIHO should be in the office of

EiOa STATE DISTSICT MICSIOH BOAEB is entitled fkbe

GEN. M15S. & TRACT COM,,

Remember, you a

light-

To trust Christ i

The first woman evcrscnl from Amen
a medical missionary declared her depa

for the lightless lands lo be the result of her

Debt-making in missions has always been

disastrous. It is much more difficult to in

people to give to pay a debt than to gi

help the progress of a mission.

The Sunday school at Washington, D. C.

is crowing nicely, both in numbers and inter

esi, The clothing sent to the, Sisters' Aid So

ciety is helping to get many poor into tht

sciiool and make their hearts glad.

There was a time when it was imperative

for the church to pray for open doors, but no 1

now any more, since the doors arc opened U
700,000,000 of unsaved people. To-day wt

should pray for open purses so that the work

already begun, may lie pushed more vigorously

If alt the Christians in the world would join

hand to hand they would girt the earth about

eleven times. But many of these are nomiiu

Christians; yet it is hoped that there are enoug

true ones to girt the earth once. Then, ho

long should it take to spread the news froi

pule to pole

Talk as much as you please about leaving bS'
b

man
e

every one to give according to his religious im-

pulses, experience has proved how little men W ll"' DC t 1 1

cheating the Lord; if it were not so he would

"ever have asked that startling question,

"What, will a man rob God? Vet ye have

arc ready and i

wurk for the M
Bulsar, Mar

robbed me, ... in tithes and offerings."

—

Dr. ,,,
f t tll ,

1- '/'. Gordon. the «.» ' .

Last month we acknowledged in Mi
Receipts the following in one amount as hav-

ing been received from Vale, Iowa, but now,

by special request, we give it space in individ-

ual items. The collection was for the Orphan-

age at

form J

Curt Pi

W. Ch

Of •

the 1

. sp:<

i.e.l

"bs, 25 cents;
J. A. Anderson, S5; Lizzie --..,

'cents; Henry Erb, Si; Sunday school, Coon
ivcr church, S4.72; Mother Bartholow, 50

Btlovedin Hit- F.iith.—

As the time draws near for the next Annual
Meeting, we are with you much in spirit. We
are lifting our hearts to God for a renewal of

the Holy Ghost 111 every helievcr.

We thank tin Lord and rejoice in the work
among 1

, but he i

he-mo

el Messenger gives us much en-
t to push forward in our work, and
come, tilled with the spirit of mis-

are a great help to us. Many arc

1 realize there is a work for them to

do —some special work for the Lord. Many
are Feeling the call, not only to greater

in the homeland, but their hearts are longing
for the unsaved of other nations. How glad
we are for this! "The desire of the righ

shall be granted."

Could yon see, forone moment, the great dis-

tress of thousands of the people in Indi

day, I am sure you would realize, more than

ever before, the call of the Lord to greater

The famine and plague seem to go hand in

hand, and they are claiming their victims on

every side. It is sad to think of hundreds dy-

ing at our very doors, it seems, without the

We have felt powerless to help the plague-

stricken people, but we do feel condemned,
that we have not put forth some effort, before

this, to help the famine-stricken people.

One trouble has been the language, but now
we feel we are ready to do what we can, anc

the import of this letter is to ask your coopera-

tion, A man asked us, not long ago, if wt

uld fan Th
question has been burning in our hearts cvei

since. He told us of the awful condition ol

hundreds that lie had seen, and, unless some

one comes to the rescue at once, they must die

from starvation.

All the missions in India, so far as we know
have opened their doors for the poor and fa-

therless. As yet we have done nothing. . Be-

fore this lime we have felt our inability to takt

up a work of this nature, but the call is Si

ieed : fee

<>mplishfeeblest efforts will not fi

The cost of a child for a year will not exceed

twelve dollars, unless the price of grain

gets higher. Now all those who feel the;

write at once to the Secretary of the M
Board and let us know what you ran do.

.til

respond? We could have an orphanage here

and a dozen others in different places, with lit

tie cost. It will mean effort and added respon-

with us, and with hi;

y may be saved and trained for

The result of her work shall never be in vain,

es, we love to work (or our Master. Once 1

as in a wretched condition, while burdened
with sin and fear, but Christ, in his mercy, ap-

peared to me, lovingly called me until I re-

turned unto him! How sweet the fellowship
ith Christ! How sweel the cross, and how
11 we keep this treasure hidden from those

ice walking in darkness? Lei us put Forth

ore effort, day by day! Despise not the day
of little deeds,—the Master counts u

i, with all our might, whatever

all. Let

SELF-EXAMINATION.

"YE are the light of the world." "Ye arc

the salt of the earth," I lo we show to the world
the way of Life? Are we saving the world?

word, in life, in zeal] n self- bnegation? No
ray visible means 110 li jht. If the City cannot

be seen upon the hill ve know it is not there.

. Sp.ru " He that hath

tot the Spirit of Chr st is n tie of his. ' The

one Sunday, after services, a certain sister ac-

costed him, saying, "Brothei Christmas, you

preached us a powerful sermon to-day. 1 hope
yoi ma) be rewarded at the resurrection."

"There is no doubt of that," he replied, "mil
what am I to do till that time conies? And
there is my old gray horse, which carries me
from place to pl.i. e, what is be lo do? There

I fear that there are many to-day praying (or

the cause and a blessing upon the ministers

and missionary workers, whose prayers go no

higher than their bps, because till v [] 1 ,1.

company them with the gifi who h Is nci r- »rj

for the support of the work. They Forget thai

wmc ol nost cffii ieni ministoi have 1

from $51 1 to gicco, and more, besides tin /ears
oi bard Btudy, and t$o to 5300 For 1 ksand
help-, besides the (man< ial embarrassments,
oin-ii, to mcel then- ends, in equipping them-

selves for their work.

When Christ sent forth the seventy, lie for-

bade them to take money or provisions with

them, " (or," says be, " the laborer is worthy of

Ins hire." The Lord does not w. is to give

because he is bankrupt, or that he ism need ol

tpedicnt to support do-

ts Paul labored with In.

;
that he did il only under

the Spirit work in us to will and to do of his

good pleasure.

Christians can he greedy of gain only be-

cause they know nothing of Christ and the

selves if we would save souls. While w.

careful for our own interests and temporal

Ve wonder if, under the garb and profes-

l of piety, some are not living an uurcgeii-

te, selfish, ungodly life. Brother, sister.

e old things passed away and all things bc-

le new to you? If they have not, you had

ler seek the light of salvation, the Spirit of

E they have, the love of Christ bums in your

Ho
spent for photographs for your family! How
much have you spent to get yourchildren some
u-.i -le -.s arm le of apparel, >m h as linger nogs-,

CtC? How mm h money ilo yu sprint v n I v

for those magazines containing fashion plaits

and stories which ought not t<< In m \

h es? How can you afford thai daily paper

when you lay that you are not able ! tal tl

M.ESSBNGEU? And now. my brothei (for we

don't suppose that any of the SJStCl I indulge in

su< I Lei " |o. si. how much do you

spend each week for toha< eo? 1 !"" h do

you spend yearly in taking yoUI l.oinly lo

FROM WASHINGTON, D. C.

Smn: faithful worker imw and ihen comes to

ur resi ue, in saving some child from the dark,

ad bringing it ntact with the Ligbt,-

am fully in sympathy with the ad nition

iro. Moore, in urging that we pray lor our

iionaries, but I desire to call attention to a

h neglected and many times ignored duty

:h I deem equally important, — that of

1 Acts 10: 4 wc read that the alms of Cornc-

came up on an equality with his prayers,

a memorial before God. I verily believe

he who prays that the Lord <<f the harvesi

old.]

Wh.i

•In. are spending from $tO to $1-, CVCrj 11

it tobacco, would dispense with the '' d and

on the money over to the missi mi il !

To show how little some professing ( hrls-

au- have been educated along this line, f

linn l circumstance which, I am told, 00
urred 111 a I ertam church some years ago. A

when. thes

arts are lull of malice and envy.

s one duty clearly defined in the

nenl, it is that of giving. We are

11 support ni the poor. (2) for the

k ni the church; (3) (or the support

stry. I am afraid that it can be

uy of our members, as it

rsof .

barge of a Wehli minister, tli.it they had

lordinate appetite for sermons and also an

irmal grasp for the almighty dollar, bo,

your do

preaching. Von have gotten this brothei to

I in lure, and SO we expect you to see that

he is paid."

Christ said, "Give, and it shall be given

you," so, if you are 1101 prospering lui.on i.dls .

ask yourself the quest , "Have i been acting

as a faithful steward over the possessions en-

trusted 10 me.'" Next time y -ray for the

e 1, asion ol Christ' 1
I ingdom, 1 onsidi t wheth-

er your alms are coming up with your prayers

f.,r a memorial before God. I wonde II

11 Btcrs have been preaching eituugh along

bkd<hll, Iowa.
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Six recently united with the Manor church, Pa.

Ohio ha

Thirteen additions are reported in the Chiqu

hurch, Lancaster Co.. Pa.

During April eight persons

Pleasant Hill church, Ohio.

added to the

Bro. P. R. Keltner writes that two

tized at Sterling, III, last Sunday.
bap-

. J. D. Trostle is to represent Northeaster

s on the Standing Committee.

Annual Meeting to

Bro. J. V. Felthousb has changed his address
from Elkhart, Ind., to Markle, same State.

The Brethren have decided to build a meeting-

house in Mechanic Grove, Lancaster Co,, Pa.

Last Lord's Day the Sunday school at Mt. Mo
is raised forty dollars for the India sufferers.

Bro. S. M. Loose has been selected to represent

Northwestern Ohio on the Standing Committee.

Bko. D. A. Miller, Lamars, Iowa, is reported
to be quite ill. He was anointed a few days ago.

The Brethren are arranging to erect a large and
commodious meetinghouse in Lancaster City, Pa.

On Easter Sunday eight were baptized in Phila-

delphia, making forty since the beginning of the
year.

The First District of Virginia sends Bro. P. S.

Miller to represent that District on the Standing
Committee.

When sending us Minutes of District Meetings,
do not (ail to mark the queries intended for the An-
nual Meeting.

As a rule, we publish only such Sunday school
reports (o( organization) as appear in connection
with church news.

The First 1 )istrict of West Virginia, at the com-
ing Annual Meeting, is to be represented on the
Standing Committee by Bro. B. W. Smith.

mjljl DOLLAR is the price of the Messenger
UiM'J from now to the end of the present year.
By calling on those who are not now taking the
paper, our agents might add a number of names to

oui list.

THE O-OSPBL -MTESSZEHSTGIErR,.

We are still prepared to fill orders for Sunday
school supplies, and not one of our schools should

fail to use them.

Som , that came too late to appea

eports from the churches, are given in the

hort items on this page.

form of

nfession and bapti;

day a dear sister

Ladoga, Ind,, by <

When sending in reports c

Meeting?, correspondents will ct

ways naming the State District 1

that last Sun-

the church at

May i, 1897

The program for the Brethren's Ministerial Meet
ing, of the First District of West Virginia, is S q d [
us for publication. As it reaches us too late

this issue, we here mention that the meeting
occur May 20, 21 and 22, and will be held in

Beaver Run church. We shall probably find room
for the program in our next issue.

are over

I wh

ling District

favor by al-

:h they write.

It is said that New York City has a munic
debt of over £200,000,000. This is bad, but for 1

sionary societies to go headlong into debt, is

worse.

Mi Indi;

Standing Committee by Bn
The District sends a few qi
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It does not look just right to have poor members
spend their last days in the County Poor-house, un-

less there are very good reasons for it. If possible,

we should take good care of our poor. This is cer-

tainly the teachings of the Scriptures.

A notice, concerning the railroad arrangements
for the benefit of those wishing to attend the Dis-

trict Meeting of Southern Ohio, to be held in the

Lower Stillwater church, May 18, came too late to

appear in this issue. We shall publish the notice

Bro. I. Be
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off very pie;

gates to the
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Conference.
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Writing from Burlington, W. Va„ under date of

April 22, one of our correspondents says, that one
applicant was baptized, not long since, at a point

where a new field of work has just been opened up.

Bro. Geo. S. Arnold is sent by the congregation to

represent them at the next Annual Meeting.

Bro. W. S. Tonev, Writing Clerk for the District

Meeting of Middle Indiana, writes us that their

meeting passed off very pleasantly. Fourteen pa-

pers were presented for consideration, and two
queries are sent to the Annual Meeting. He
speaks very encouragingly of the outlook in that

part of the Brotherhood.

The Baptist Standard states that the

three and one-half millions of Baptists ii

ed States, and that only about one-third of them
read Baptist papers. Our people are doing better

than that, and in the course of a year or two we
trust to hear of them doing so much better, that a

copy of the Messenger will go into each family
in

the Brotherhood.

Writing to the Word and Works, a lady says she
is reading a new book, one that she had never read

before, though she has been an earnest reader all

her life. She finds the book exceedingly interest-

ing. That book is the Bible, and thousands of oth-

ers might read it as a new work. To all such we call

attention to the Bible advertised on the last page
of this issue. It is a good book, and very cheap.

Any one can afford to purchase a good Bible at

that price.

Bro. D B. Eby writes us that ample arrange-

ments will be made for May ii, to convey from
Lena, 111., to the place of the District Meeting, all

who desire to attend. The meeting will be held in

the Yellow Creek house, will open on Wednesday
morning, at 8 o'clock, and it is to be hoped that it

will be favored with a large attendance of earnest

workers. The elders will meet the day before at 1

P. M. As po- iible, all the elde the

District should be present.

One of the best articles concerning the Breth-

ren, that we have read in a long while, appears in

a recent issue of the Baptist Standard. It is writ-

ten by M. Bacon, of St. Paul, Minn., who accompa-

nied our party to Carrington, N. Dak., last fall,

and, while on the trip, made our people, as well

as their doctrine, a special study. The article is

not only well written, but it presents the Breth-

ren in a very fair light. Speaking of the love

feast held in the church at Carrington, he closes a

paragraph with the following significant state-

ment; " One thing is certain, there was nothing lu-

dicrous or indecorous in the proceedings, nor was

there the slightest disposition to ftiv.

part of the spectators, many of whon
went home, wondering if, after all, the

had witnessed did not more nearly r,

last supper, than anything they had
seen or participated in."

ility on the

scene they

:present the
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In view of what is said elsewhere concerning the

admission of children into the church, we beg to

state, that, since the atonement is intended for all,

we cannot see why a child may not accept it in

faith at the time of its baptism, provided it is intel-

ligent enough to apply for membership, and give

good reasons for desiring to enter upon a life of

obedience. A home in the church is most assur-

edly free to every person who knocks for admis-

sion, and is prepared and willing to comply with

the conditions-named in the Scriptures. We have

much good resulting from entering the

arly life that we cannot help seeing the

And while we should nev-

ry young children to come

know that their hearts are

easily affected— still, when

II apply for adn

fold

hand of the Lord in it

er unduly influence v

to the church— for we
tender, and they are

they of their own free

the fold, not one word should be uttered that

would hinder them in the least. We suggest that

children be very carefully instructed, respecting

their duty on becoming members of the body of

Christ, and we further suggest, that parents be

taught how to take care of the Lord's little work-

We believe that right here is where the great-

nistake is made. Too many are not capable of

taking the proper care of the tender lambs of the

flock. To our mind there is here a great field open

for intelligent and careful work.
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Since we are going to so much expense to bring

out the finest set of Sunday school Quarterlies in

the country, let not one of our many Sunday
schools fail to use them. Our superior Sunday
school supplies will certainly enable our people to

see the importance and advantages of sustaining

but one publishing house. Schools not using them
will do well to send for sample copies.
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We are confident that it will be to the interest of

the State Districts to have the Minutes of their

District Meetings printed at our office, as we are

prepared to bring them out in much better shape

than are many of those that are sent to this office

by the clerks. It is very important that these Min-

utes be put up in neat shape and uniform size, so

they may be preserved from time to time.

The Optic contains a very interesting account of

the dedication of the Brethren's new house of wor-

ship, at Kidder, Mo. The services were held April

4, and though announced to commence atnA. M„
by 10 o'clock every seat in the house was occupied.

The dedicatory sermon was preached by Bro. J. E.

Ellenberger, and is said to have been very impress-

ive and much appreciated. The Brethren at this

place number about fifty, and seem to be laying a

foundation for a large and prosperous church. Bro.

W. C. Hipes is the elder in charge.

THE DEATH OF ELD. JOSEPH C. LAHAIAN.

In our National Capital, on April the 20th, came

the messenger of death to our well beloved fellow-

pilgrim and co laborer, Eld. Joseph C. Lahman.

His death, while not unexpected by his friends,

came with startling suddenness. Nearly a year

ago he had the first premonitory symptoms of apo-

plexy, which told us but too truly, that the begin-

ning of the end was at hand. After his recovery,

he fully realized that his lease of life was short

indeed. In speaking to the writer at that time,

he said: " I am quite ready to go when the Lord

calls me. I have no fear of death; it has no ter-

rors for me." He died according to his desire.

The summons came, and in a few minutes all was

over. The soul left the earthly tent to occupy the

building of God, not made with hands, eternal in

the heavens.

It is said if you would know a man you must live

with him. It was my privilege to enjoy a very

close personal relation with Bro. Lahman. In our

extended tour in the East we were thrown almost

entirely on each other for companionship. We
occupied the same cabins on the steamers and

the same rooms at the hotels and inns. As a result

of this close association I learned to know some-

thing of the inner life of our brother. Traveling

is sure to bring to the surface the real character.

If there be selfishness hid away it is sure to assert

itself, and come to the surface. In all our associa-

ation together, Bro. Lahman showed the most un-

selfish disposition. He was so thoughtful of others

that, at times, he forgot what was due himself. He
was by natural instinct a gentleman in the highest

sense of the word, Add to this his high Christian

character, his loyalty to his friends, and his zeal for

the cause of truth, and we have the best elements

that go to make up the true man of God. He pos-

sessed rare social qualities which made him a pleas-

ant companion indeed.

He was essentially a man of action, and was full

of zeal for the church. He served her in the minis-

try for a third of a century. He was always ready

to go when called upon. He did with his might

what his hand found to do. In early life he did

not enjoy the educational advantages so common

among us now. This he often regretted, but as he

was a close observer and a careful reader, his mind

was stored with useful information. His speaking

was earnest and forcible, and you were always im-

pressed with the fact that what he said came from

the heart.

He was a successful business man and was a lib-

eral donor to every good work. The missionary

cause lay very near his heart, and he was always

among the foremost to assist in a practical way
this important work. One of his last benefactions

was a considerable sum given to advance the mis-

sionary publishing interest of the church. Thou
sands of our readers will recall his earnest, stirring

appeals at our Conferences when the missionary

collection was taken up. For some years he had
charge of this work, and did it well.

His work is done, and he rests from his loved

employ. To the church, to our widowed sister, to

his sons and daughters, and his children's children,

and to his brothers and sisters in the flesh, depart-

ing from this world he left behind him the richest

legacy that any one can bequeath, the legacy of a

good name. That he was loved best where he was
best known, was attested by the large concourse of

people who attended his funeral services held at

Franklin Grove, 111. On a pleasant April day, the

springing grass clothing with fresh verdure the old

cemetery, the swelling buds bursting forth from

winter's tomb, fit emblems of the new life in the

glorious resurrection morn, our brother's body was
laid away to rest. Surely the Lord giveth his be-

loved sleep. d. l. m.

UNION SUNDAY SCHOOLS.

We are requested to say something concerning

members taking part in union Sunday schools.

Very much, indeed, depends upon the class of

members referred to, and the circumstances under

which they labor. We now speak from an experi

ence of more than thirty years, and fully one-half

of that in union Sunday schools. Our advice- has

always been for our people to run their own Sunday

schools, use their own literature, and then both at-

tend and work for our schools. Especially is this

important where we have enough members to run

a school, and keep it up in good shape. But there

are places where the membership is too small, and

too much scattered to successfully operate a school

alone. Under such circumstances they often deem

it prudent to unite with others in a union work.

This they find necessary in order to maintain a

school. Where this must be done, we advise our

members to enter into the work with a zeal and

judgment'that will tell for good. At the same time

they should remain firm to the Gospel principles,

both in their deportment and in their teaching. In-

stead of allowing the school to influence them, let

them labor to influence the school. If they can do

this their labors will most assuredly result in good,

for the Lord would doubtless like to have earnest

and true workers in every school in the land, and if

they will labor aright, he is certain to bless their

efforts. A few earnest workers, laboring in this

manner, will soon be pushed to the front, where

they can honor God's cause if they only will. Ev-

ery reasonable effort should also be made to intro-

duce our literature in such schools, for by so doing

we may mould the minds of the coming generation

in the right way. There is, however, no necessity

of our members leaving any of our own schools to

engage in a work along this line, unless it is done

with a view of enlarging the borders of Zion and

teaching more correctly the true principles of the

Gospel. It is one thing to engage in union Sunday

school work for the purpose of encouraging others

in their error, but quite another thing to enter such

schools with a view of teaching and encouraging

right principles. In all of our Sunday school work,

whether among our own people, or elsewhere, let

us endeavor to give no uncertain sound, j. h, m.

DISCOVERY OF THE "SINAI" BIBLE.

In a sermon, recently delivered in Chicago, Dr.

Hill gave this interesting account of the discovery

of what is known as the Tischendorf manuscript in

the old convent, at the foot of Mt. Sinai:

The story how these old manuscripts came down to us is
Kill -4 fascination, Wbal perils have they encountered, and
what dangers have they survived! In \%y\, when the scholars
of the world completed the revision of the Bible, they used
three manuscripts. First of all they photographed the pages
of the Sinai Bible. This hook was discovered by a German
scholar named Tischendorf. He spent his whole life in the
lihrarics and monasteries of the East, searching to> old manu-
scripts. In 1844 he visited the monastery of St. Catherine, at
the foot of Mount Sinai. There, in a large basket, in the li-

brary, he found many parchments, torn and old, gathered for
kindling the kitchen lire.

Among the manuscripts was a copy of the Scriptures more
ancient and more precious than any Tischendorf had ever
seen. In :\ transport of joy he tried to purchase the manu-
script from the monks. Aroused by his excitement, they al-
lowed Tischendorf to have only forty sheets. Returning in
Germany he sent forth facsimiles, and the dock n n m ,',,,,

,

the «ensation of the literary world. England immediately
sent forth agents lo purchase the remainder of the manu-
scripts, and Tischendorf himself returned to tin aatery,
But neither money nor the nilluence of imnnrta irsooagca
in Egypt availed to make the monks part with ih. precious
sheets. Fifteen years later Tischendorf succeeded in arous-
ing the sympathy of the Emperor of Russia, and received a
royal commission, by means of which he obtained the rest of
the Old Testament and the New Testament complete, and
parts of the Apocrypha. This hook consists of one hundred
and twenty-one sheets of vellum, made of antelopl ikin, and
written in letters of gold, purple, and crimson. It is be-
lieved lo be one of the lifty made for the Emperor Constan-
tine in 331. The Sinai Bible is now in the museum ,,f St. Pe .

tersburg. It was the discovery of this unique manuscript
that led to the revision of the Scriptures by the scholars of the

LESSON LIGHT-FLASHES.

that the people have more than the mere access to

the Word of Life. God is pleased to save the
world through the foolishness of preaching,—teach-
ing. " Go ye into all the world,"—not "send my
Gospel," but "go and preach it." The world must
have a living ministry. While the power is in the

Word, the application must be made through hu-

man agency. So the Lord has ordained, and so it

must be done. The gap between the divine and
the human is too great, to be spanned by the unre-

generated heart. To bridge this chasm over, God
became carnatc in the person of his Son. With
one hand on the Father and the other on the world,

the possibility of a union was effected through the

mediation of the Son. He became our mediator

standing between God, the righteous, and man, the

sinner. This made a possible relation, and as we,

the servants of God and brethren of Christ, are his

representatives, the relation must be kept up, and
perpetuated through us. Paul recognized this great

truth and so stood between God and his brethren.

To do this, in a sense, he had to become as one of

them. The relation had to be such that they could

feel that he was, indeed, a mediator between them,

—a bridge over which they could pass into the new
kingdom. Therefore he says to them: " He it

known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that

through this man (Christ) is preached (through

me) unto you the forgiveness of sins. "Therefore

I pray you, in Christ's stead, Be ye reconciled unto

God."

This shows very plainly, not only what Paul did,

and his manner of doing it, but also where he

stood,—bridging over the chasm between God and

the sinner. Where do we stand and what shall we

do? In teaching this lesson as in teaching all les-

sons, in our associations, walk and conduct we

must place ourselves in such a relation to those

whom we wish to teach and gain for Christ, thbt

they can lay their hands-on us, and feel that we are

willing to help them into the better life. The se-

cret of Christ's power among the common people

was, that he placed himself in touch with them.

We can never save a man or woman, a boy or girl,

unless we can get so close to all such that they can

touch us in confidence as their friend. It has been

my own experience that I can do most for those,

spiritually, that I have in my own home. This

means, the closer I can get to people the more I

can do for them. Do you see it? If so, do.
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QUERISTS' DEPARTMENT.

Why did those at the house of Comelios receive the Holy

Ghost before baptism? Acts 10: 44. F. W.

To demonstrate to the Jews that the Gospel door

was open to the Gentiles, as well as to the Jews.

It was an occurrence outside of the usual order, and

thus became a special miracle. The order was

faith, repentance, baptism and the Holy Ghost, but

on this occasion the pouring out of the Spirit on

the Gentiles who heard the Word, preceded wa-

ter baptism, thus showing that the hand of God was

in the work. This caused Peter to afterwards ex-

claim, "What was I, that I could withstand God? "

Acts us 17. Having thus received the Spirit, they

were immediately baptized with water. Had not

the occurrence happened in this way, it would have

been difficult to have convinced the Jews that God
had granted salvation to the Gentiles as well as to

them. It took a miracle to convince the Jews of

this fact.
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xpect their children to obey them?

If our religion is worth anything at all, it is
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than you wish to have the Lord expect of you.
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les Ingersoll ever made.

Men who never forgave a debt in all their lives,

ought not to pray the Lord to forgive them their

debts as they forgive the debts of others.

The man who stays out of the church just be-

cause there are hypocrites in it, may expect to have
these hypocrites for neighbors in the next world.

It is not great Christians that we
plenty of meek ones, who can live

and do the little deeds of kindn
make the world better.

emplary lives,

that help to

To write for publication an article against edu
ion, and then accompany it with a note,

he editor to correct the orthography and gr
loes not seem very consistent.
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Give the people a book as large as the Bible,
which proposes to tell them where to find a rich
gold mine, and they would read it through if it

took all day and half the night, for weeks.

Mothe s, do not be discouraged because your
daughters are a little hard to manage. Remember
what a time your mother had with you! Be pa-
tient with your daughters! Speak kindly and po-
litely to them! If you cannot get them to act like
a Christian should, at all times, be sure that you set
them a good example. Your wise words may be
forgotten, but your lady-like and Christian exam-
ple never will.

Christian Endeavor?

Our Brethren have always advised members not

to identify themselves with any societies of the

kind. The church needs their time, talent, influ-

ence and means. We should do what we can to

forward the interest of the whole Gospel, and leave

others to look after the societies that take in only

a very small part of the New Testament teachings.

In l Cor. 12: 0. we read: " To another the gifts of healing by
the same Spirit," Have all elders (James 5: 14) this gift, or

are the gifts bestowed according to verse n, where it says,

" Dividing to every man severally as he will? " L, Bedel.

Wherever gifts of this kind are given, they are

bestowed according to verse 11. But we need not

look to our elders for "the gifts of healing." In

the times of the apostles, before the New Testa

ment was written, such gifts were bestowed on

many, but the day of special miracles being past,

we now pray over the sick, anoint them in the

name of the Lord, and then trust God for the re-

sults. It will be found best not to confound the

apostolic gifts of healing with some extraordinary

powers possessed by a few modern faith-healers, or

even those claiming to teach divine healing. The
apostles, under the guidance of the Spirit, not only

healed all those they undertook to heal, but they

preached the Gospel as it is now recorded in the

New Testament, and that is a good deal more than

can be said of those who are making great preten-

sions along the healing line.

Pie: tpla 11: 4, 5: "Every man praying or
prophesying, having his head covered, dishonoureth his head
But every woman lhat prayeth or prophesieth with her head
uncovered disbonorcth her head: for that is even all one as if

she were shaven." Wm. M.

This simply means just what it says. During
prayer, or religious service, men should have their

heads uncovered, and sisters should see to it that

theirs is covered. The great obstacle in the way is

the will. Get this right and there will be no troub-

le about the rest.

Explain Luke 1 1 : 19: " And if I by Beelzebub cast out dev-
ils, by whom do your sons casi them out? therefore shall they
be your judges." Did the sons of those Jews cast out devils?

J. M. Miller.

Some of the sons referred to, claimed to cast out

devils, but there is no proof that they did it. In

order to give the Jews a question that they could
not answer without condemning themselves, Jesus
simply took it for granted that their sons did cast

out devils, and put the question to them. They
could not answer it. A wise man knows how to

form a question that drives a point.

In Matt. 9; i, what place is meant by the expression, "His
own city?" AS

Reference is made to Capernaum, where Jesus
made his home, for a time, at least. See Matt.

4 : x 3- j, h. u.
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THE MOUNTAINS OF LIFE.

There's a land far away, 'mid the stars, we are told,

Where they know not the sorrows of time,

—

Where tbe pure waters wander through valleys of gold,

And life is a treasure sublime;

'Tis the land of our God, 'tis the home of the soul,

Where the ages of splendor eternally roll,

—

Where the way-weary traveler reaches his goal,

On the evergreen m .untains of life.

Our gaze cannot soar to that beautiful land.

But our visions have told of its bliss;

And our souls by the gale from its gardens are tanned,

When we faint in the desert of this;

And we sometimes have longed for its holy repose,

When our spirits were torn with temptations and woes,

And we've drank from the tide of the river that flows

From the evergreen mountains of life.

Oh! r tread the blue heav

Butt :the edha : trod;

e of light,

We eling homew
To a kingdom where pie

And our guide is the gloi

From the evergreen m
Knapp, Wis.

rd, through changes and gloom,

sures unceasingly bloom.

that shines through the tomb
untains of life.

LITTLE CORNERS.

SELECTED BY E. LETTIE T. ELLIS,

Georgia Willis, who helped in the kitchen, was
rubbing the knives. Somebody had been careless

and let one get rusty, but Georgia rubbed with all

her might; rubbed and sang softly a little song:

" In the world is darkness,

So we must shine,

You in your little corner

And I in mine."

" What do you rub at them knives forever for? "

Mary said. Mary was the cook.
" Because they are in my corner," Georgia said,

turning in the high kitchen chair, in which she
worked, to address Mary with a resolute face.

" I wouldn't waste my strength," said Mary, "I
know that no one will notice "

"Jesus will," said Georgia, and then she sang

"This steak is in my corner, I suppose," said

Mary. "If he knows about knives, it's likely he
does about steak," and she broiled it beautifully.

"Mary, the steak was very nicely done to day,"
Miss Emma said

"That's all along of Georgia," said Mary, And
then she told about the knives.

Miss Emma was ironing ruffles; she was tired and
warm. She thought, " Helen will not care wheth-
er they are fluted nicely or not." But after she
heard about the knives she did her best.

" How beautifully my dress is done, Helen," and
Emma answered:

'* That is owing to Georgia."
" No, " said Helen to her friend, who urged, "I

really cannot go this evening. I am going to

prayer meeting. My corner is there."

"Your corner! what do you mean?" Then Hel-
en told about the knives.

"Well," the friend said, "If you will not go with
me, perhaps I will go with you," and they went to

the prayer meeting.

"You helped us ever so much with the singing
this evening," said the pastor. "I was afraid you
wouldn't be there."

" It was owing to our Georgia," said Helen; "she
seemed to think she must do what she could, if

it were only knives." Then she told him the

story.

" I will go in here again," said the minister, stop-
ping before a poor little house. " I must do what
I can." In the house a sick man was lying. Again
and again the minister had called, but he wouldn't

listen to him; but to-night he said; " I have come to

tell you a story." Then he told him about Georgia
Willis, about her knives, and her little corner, and
her "doing what she could," and the sick man
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wiped the tears from his eyes and said: "I'll find

my corner too. I'll try to shine for him." And
the sick man was Georgia's father. Jesus, looking
down at her that day, said: "She hath don.

she could," and he gave the blessing.
•• I believe I won't go to walk," said Heler

tatingly. " I'll finish that dress of mother's;

pose I can if I think so."

"Why, child, are you here sewing?" her
said; "I thought you had gone to walk?"
"No, ma'am; this dress seemed to be

corner, so I thought I would finish it."

."In your corner? " her mother repeated
prise, and then Helen told about the knives

door-bell rang, and the mother went thoughtfully to

TIECE GOSPEL MESSElTaER.

- pastor.

she said to herse

dollars that she had laid

that dear child in the kitch

she can, I wonder if I am

uppose I could gh
lowly took out the ten

is trying to do whal

I'll make it twenty-

And Georgia's guardian angel said to another
angel: '; Georgia Willis gave twenty-five dollars to
our dear people in India to-day."

"Twenty-five dollars?" said the other angel.
" Why, I thought she was poor? "

" O, well, she thinks she is, but her Father in

heaven isn't, you know. She did what she could
and he did the rest."

But Georgia knew nothing about all thi

next morning she brightened her knives
cheerily:

and the

nd sang

" In the world is darkn

"And his window being opened i

salem, he kneeled upon his knei

ayed."—Dan, 6: 10.

three

Daniel prayed three times a day. How often do
you pray, my brother, my sister? Do you follow
1 Thess. 5: 17? Daniel was not ashamed to pray
to his Father in heaven. Although surrounded by
those who would laugh him to scorn, he did not
fear to open his window toward Jerusalem, thrice

daily, and openly pray to his Father. All this

when he knew that a decree had been signed, by
which he should be cast into the lion's den if found
praying.

How many Daniels have we to-day? How many
Christians have we to-day, who are ashamed to

openly pray to their Father? How many will not

acknowledge him where they fear of being scorned

at? If we belong to that class, let us read and
ponder well Mark 8: 38. There is now no decree

signed by our ruler to punish us, if we pray, but

there is a decree signed by the King of kings that

we will be condemned to eternal death and punish-

ment, if we do not pray. Philpp. 4: 6. We often

hear it said, "I cannot pray; I cannot think of any-

thing to say." Why bless you, my brother, sister,

just reflect a moment, think how easy it used to be

for you to go to your earthly parents, tell them
your wants, ask them to forgive you your little

wrongs, to protect you when danger was near, to

advise you and guide your wayward steps, and
lhank and praise them for their tender care and
protection! Do you remember how easy it was
for you to do this when you were a child? Then,
how much more easy ought it to be for you to ask

the same of your Heavenly Father, since you have
become a child of his! He is even more ready to

hear all your appeals and grant you all needed
blessings, than your earthly parents were, so, why
not trust him and ask him as you did your earthly

parents?

"Ask and ye shall receive." Can't we take God
at his word? He promised to give all that we
ask for, if it is in harmony with his Word. Matt.
21 : 22. We say we ask, but do not receive the

blessing, and why? I Cor. 14: 15 tells us. Let us

first ask the Lord to increase our faith, give us a

pure heart, a forgiving spirit. Then we will rc-

83

: the blessings
1 Forgii

(those

repeat,

debtor

same time have ;

ill-feeling against

prayer may be m;

often do

! forgive (

sked for. I

)ur debts (sins)

who sin against us)

spirit of retaliation, revenge o
a neighbor, friend or brother? t

ide in the greatest earnest, witl

many loud amens, and mad.
yet it

/ith Ma

ill fall as

ise highei

(i: 25, 26

with the most pathetic
chaff to the ground, and it \

than our lips until we comply
Let us not think, because
prayer in great eloquence, and with many words,
that they will not be answered. Read Matt. 6: 5-9.
The publican's prayer was very short, "God be
merciful to me a sinner." The Pharisee's prayer
was long, Mark 12: 40, and self-exalting, Luke 18:

11, and no doubt was full of eloquence (as they
were an educated sect). The publican's prayer
was pleasing to God, because his prayer came
from a penitent heart, acknowledging his sins.

Luke 14: 11. The Pharisee's prayer was displeas-
ing to God, for he prayed " to be heard of men."
His prayer only came from his lips. Matt. 15: S.

We fear too many prayers are formal and not spir-

itual, There are too many "lip" prayers and not
enough heart prayers. Let us be careful that our
prayers do not become a "song," but let them
come from the heart, as the Spirit dictates. John
4: 24; Acts 2: 4.

CORRESPONDENCE +~—

Home Mission Work.

Is. - hon 1 That
1

I believ

>n work
question which should

is a success, as far as it goes, but it appears to me,
still greater results could be attained if the work
were thoroughly systematized. Holding one or two
short series of meetings at a mission point a year,

and then leaving the few members to take

themselves the remainder of the year, is hardly the

most effective way of doing. Preaching two
three sermons in several months will hardly build

them up to active work. For the Mission Board to

wait, until it receives a call, before sending out an
evangelist, hardly fulfills the Great Commission,
" Go ye therefore and teach all nations."

We should have missions in every town of the

land, where we have not already established church-

es. Can we expect calls from cities where our peo-

ple are scarcely known, or where we have no mem-
bers living? Are we likely to receive calls from
places where we have only a few members living

who, probably, have not heard our ministers preach

for years? Not likely, for several reasons. They
may think very little about missionary work. Per-

haps they do not know how to have their wants

supplied, as isolated members frequently neglect

getting the church paper. Generally when mem-
bers are not engaged in actual church work, or sel-

dom hear preaching, they grow cold and make no

special effort to push the work of th« Lord. We
even see members in well-organized churches, who
frequently hear the story of missionary work, and

yet are cold and careless, so far as sending the

Gospel to the hungry is concerned.

Now, who is to blame for this slackness in mis-

sionary work? No one seems to own the blame. I

believe if State Mission Boards would secure one,

two or three (according to size of field and means

at hand) live missionaries or evangelists, who

would give their entire time to the work, a far

greater amount of good could be done in propor-

tion to the amount spent, than in any other way.

Such evangelists could carefully look over the

territory, establish missions where, in their judg-

ment, good work might be done, and then regular-

ly take care of such missions. Acts 11: 26 tells us

that Barnabas and Paul, for a whole year, took

had a telling effect

churches, like to he;

and even oftener. Those who 1

surrounded and encouraged by
need greater care and n
than we do. They have

We, who live in organized
preaching every Lord's Day

solated,—not

jus brethren,

e frequent preaching
uch oppositio

counter of which we know nothing, hence need
greater care and help, and should be visited by the
evangelist every few weeks. Prayer meetings,
Sunday schools, etc., should be organized, and the
members be put to active work. We certainly
have the Gospel on our side. Why, then, not push
the work?

But

port such ;

easily be n

by the c

if the

of the mission at Antioch, and that their efforts I itance

U the means come from, to sup-
that? I believe the means can

ause is clearly understood
hurch, and they see their donations

are used effectively. Any ordinary State District
should be able to support from one to three evan-
gelists or missionaries, and keep them in the field
all the time. The poorest member in any congre-
gation can easily give twenty-five cents per year,
while others can give many times that amount.
The Lord loves a cheerful giver and will abundant-
ly bless him. Ministers should not tell their mem-
bers to give, in such a way as to make them think
they cannot afford to give the money required, but
tell them the amount can easily be raised and doub-
led, if necessary, and never be felt by them, if

given from right motives. Let us all try to make
our mission work more effective! P. J. Blouqh.

A Case of Divine Healing.

Last Sunday, April 11, it was my happy privi-
lege to be present when a dear sister was healed.
The sister was Mrs. Bennet Snavely, and the dis-

ease was spinal meningitis. She suffered intensely,

and the attending physician had pronounced her
case incurable. In this condition she desired to
place herself in the hands of the Great Physician.
She expressed her wish to Bro. Lyon, telling him
that she had all faith that Jesus would heal her if she
complied with the conditions, as set forth in James
5: 14. She, accordingly, desired the anointing.

After services at the church a goodly number of

us repaired to the home of the dear afflicted sister.

We found her very sick indeed. It really seemed
that her feet had already dipped into the chilling

waters. Prayer and supplication were offered at

the dear sister's bedside; then, with difficulty, she

was supported in a half-recumbent posture, when
the solemn ordinance was administered by Bro.

Lyon, assisted by Bro. William Blough. Immedi-
ately there was a wondrous change. The deathly

look disappeared from her countenance, and a glow
of health overspread it. Her skin, instead of being

parched and dry, became soft and moist; her pulse,

that was barely perceptible, became full and bound-

ing. She remained sitting upright in bed without

any support, for a little while; then she called for

her clothes, and, with a little assistance, dressed

herself, got out of bed and walked into an adjoin-

ing room, where she sat down in an easy chair.

It was not only a cure of the special trouble from

which she was then suffering, but she was also

cured of chronic diseases from which she had suf-

fered for years. She had been a sufferer from dys-

pepsia for many years, which is all gone now, and

she, perhaps, has at this time better health than

ever before. "The Lord is good; his mercy is ever-

lasting."

She was the happiest being I ever saw. Her face

shone with the joy that filled her soul. Exclama-

tions of praise and song filled her mouth.

What a scene it was! No dry eyes at the bedside

of that loved sister! A solemn awe pervaded the

d the sacred presence was felt by every

Oh, what a God we serve! What a privilege to

be the children of such a Father, to have the pro-

tection of such a Friend, and, in distress, to have

suchaRefugel Surely, we have nothing to fear!

"Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord; and

the people whom he hath chosen for his own inher-

Maxtie A. Leak.
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Notes x from « our x Correspondents.

PENNSYLVANIA.

Montgomery Church.—We met in council April

2. Bro. H. Nicholson is our delegate to the Dis-

trict Meeting. Our love (cast will be June 25, com-

mencing at 2 P. M. Our Sunday school will be

organized April 18. — Carrie Brilharl, Ord, Pa.,

Ap il 12.

Philadelphia.— Kid. S. R. Zug met with us in

church council April 13. Bro. L. Frank Haas was

advanced to the second degree of the ministry, and

brethren I, N. Buckwaller and Geo. H. Knox were

elected deacons. Eight were baptized last Sunday

evening, making forty since Jan. I. Several more

will be baptized soon.— T. T. Myers, Apiil2l.

Ten Mile Oongregation.-Saturday, May 29, is

the time set for our love feast. Should any of our

ministering brethren wish to stop with us while on

their way to Annual Meeting, they may get instruc-

tions how to reach us from Pittsburg, Pa., or Wheel-

ing, W. Va , by writing immediately to the under-

signed.—Mitt Hannah Smith, Scintry Hill, Pa
,
April

iS.

Ephrata Church.—This church met in council

April 10. Considerable business came before the

meeting. Two were reclaimed. Four were bap-

tized a few weeks ago. Among th

couple in their sevcnty-se^enth

John Schlosser and J. R. Royer wi

gates to District Meeting, and Brt

to Annual Meeting. Our Sunday 1

along pleasantly.—David Kilhtfntr

Meyersdale.—The District Meeting convenes at

Meycrsdale, Pa., May 12, at 9 o'clock. Persons

coming by rail must come on Tuesday, as the earli-

est trains, both east and west, arrive after 10

o'clock. Trains arrive both ways, also, in the even-

ing. Excursion rates have been secured, but you

must have a certificate. These will be sent out to

all the elders of the congregations, where you can

m was an age d

Brethr

re cho ,en del

E. B Lefev

chool i s movir g
April l

end to Silas Hoget the

Johnson,

Ohiques Church.- On
services at Chiqucs Hill

received by baptism. Bi

a., held forth th

ngregation, on th

)S of officers was

chool, during th

Bills, Pa.-/. C.

town,

Sunday, April 18, after

thirteen dear souls were

1. John Herr, of Myers-

Truth with power, to a

the subject of baptism. A
is appointed for our Sunday

uing year, at Chiques Hill,

nday

Clay Hill.— I adi

in the Corresponde

M
church

very much the improvement

Department of the Gospel

it will be an incentive for

n each State. Each reader

vs from near home, and the

we have it all together. I

te change; also on the im-

lissionary page. I want to be a

to the Messenger, as long as it

v.— Wm.

nged
generally reads tl

way it is now arr;

congratulate you

provement on the

life-long subscrib'

keeps to the high standard it holds nr.

A. Anthony, April 10.

Markleysburg.—Our council was April

had an election for two speakers and six

The lot for ministers fell on brethren Sila-

and Bert Thomas; for deacons, on breth

cellus Fike, Wm. H. Thomas, George Se.

Thomas, Jacob Rosenberger and Ai

Wc also advanced Bro. M J Weller to the second

degree of the ministry. Our delegates to District

Meeting are brethren M. J. Weller and Jasper

Barnthouse. The delegate to Annual Meeting is

Jasper Barnthouse. We w
work by elders J

-/<

i W. Fike

Milo

M. Umbel.

ssisted in th

as, of Clifto

of Cove, K

Preparations were also made to organize

school at Fairview, a new field, in the near future.

May the good work go on!—John C. Zug, Matterton-

ville, Pa., April iS.

Manor Church. — Bro. Jasper Barnthouse, of

Markleysburg, Pa., began a series of meetings in

the Diamondville churchhouse March 20, but when

he had preached less than a week a dispatch came

for him to hurry home, on account of sickness in

his family. Five precious souls came out and were

baptized. Then the home ministers continued the

meetings about another week, and one more was

added to the number of God's believing children.

The attendance and interest were good, considering

the muddy roads and wet weather.

—

Lizzie Fyock,

April IS.

Conestoga Church.—We met in council April 10.

This congregation was divided into three sections,

leaving ministers Rudy, Reidenbach and I. W. Tay-

lor in the northern section; Eld. John Grabill,

Hershey Groff and Jacob Pfautz in the middle sec-

tion, and George Huchcr in the southern section.

Our delegates to District Meeling are H. Groff and

G. Bucher; to Annual Meeting, Jacob Pfautz and

I. W. Taylor. This church sends a paper to Annual

Meeting, protesting against life insurance. We de-

cided to build a meetinghouse near Mechanic's

Grove; size, 40x$0 feet. The three sections will

unite in a love feast to be held at Bird-in Hand,

May 20 and 21, Two members will be provided for

at the Home for the Homeless, near Manheim,
Lancaster Co., Pa. Two dear ones were reclaimed.

—Lizzie Myer, Bareville. Pa., April /p.

Gilman.- quarterly coun-

business to at-

:h 27 occurred our

church had considerable

tend to. At this council there was one reclaimed

and one received by letter. The church decided to

hold a love feast Sept. 3, at 10 A. M.; also to com-
mence a series of meetings Aug. 21. Bro. Henry
Frantz is to conduct the meetings.

—

Henry E. Milts-

paugh, April 19,

KANSAS.

North Morrill.—This church met in quarterly

;ouncil April 1. Much business came before the

neeting, but all was disposed of peaceably, and,

ve trust, to the best interest of the church. Breth-

en J. E. Wallace and T. A. Eisenbise were chosen

o represent the church at District Meeting. We
lecided to hold our love feast May 15, commen
ng at 10 A M. Brethren D. M. Saylcr and T. A,

lisenbise were duly installed into the office of de:

:on. This church is now under the care of Br

: are hopeful of its future.

—

Ge

lily.-/.

rly

;eparate organ-

as elected eld-

cond degree of

:miah Tho

W. Va,, and Samuel A. Mille

per Barnthouse, April tq.

Union Church.—This little band is located near

Rockwood. Assisted by the writer, they reorgan-

ized their Sunday school April u. Bro. Cyrus A.

Just was elected Superintendent. The officers

elected are all members of the church, and the

school looks promising for the summer's work be-

fore them. They will use the Brethren's Quarterlies,

On the same day, at 3 P. M., the writer assisted in

organizing a Sunday school at the " Humberts

schoolhouse," near Milford Station, Pa. The writer

was elected Superintendent. This little town has

no churchhouse, and, because of this much-needed

want, its religious privileges have been mea;

B. Christner, Milford Station, Pa.

INDIANA.

Tippecanoe Church.—We held a special

April 17, and held a choice for a minister. The lot

young brother, Wm. C. Gans. He was

duly installed into office next day. We organized

our Sunday school for the season, with Bro. N. J,

Kline as Superintendent.

—

Daniel Rothenbcrger, North

Webster, Ind., April /p.

Cedar Creek.—Our council occurred March 20.

Eld Leonard Hyre presided over the council. We
decided to have our Communion June 17, at 10

A. M. Bro. David Hollinger, of North Manchester,

Ind., has promised to be with us at our feast. Our

evergreen Sunday school is increasing in attendance

and interest. Our Young People's Meeting, which

convenes every Sunday evening, is growing in in-

terest. We are glad to see our young people take

an active part in the work of the Lord.

—

C. G. Fair,

Garrett, Ind., April 12.

Anderson.— Kid. Wellington preached a soul-

cheering discourse April 1 1. Our Sunday sc

prospering under the superintendence of B

mer Simon. We recently received the sad intelli

gence of the severe sickness of our esteemed broth

er, Samuel A. Kmswiler, of Sidney, Ohio, for a lonj

time our Sunday school Superintendent. He wa:

treated, medically, at the Dayton hospital, and w<

are glad to announce that he has improved, and

since then, returned to the bosom of his fai

S. All-dredge, 214 Cincinnati Avenue, Ap/il 16.

Anderson Church.—This place was for

part of the Lower Fall Creek congregati

about four months ago, was made ;

ization. Bro. John R. Wellington

er, and the writer advanced to the

the ministry. Our membership is on the increase

and we have an evergreen Sunday school. Preach-

ing services are held each Sunday evening, and also

in the morning of each second and fourth Sunday.

Brethren John R. Wellington and John McCarty

gave us a series of nine sermons during the Holi-

days, and Bro. Joseph Holder closed a short series

of meetings here about two weeks ago, just before

Ins departure to North Dakota—/% St, Alldrcdge,

April s»

Wm. Davis, and we a

W. Oakman, April ij.

Westphalia.—We came to this place March 12,

and moved on the place formerly occupied by Bro.

Chas. M Vearout, who is now in Cedar Rapids,

Iowa. We expect, unless otherwise directed by our

Divine Head, to make this our future home, while

in this world. Our aim is to do all we can for the

cause here, and in adjoining territory. We may be

able to hold a few meetings at other points during

the coming fall and winter. We will, the Lord will-

ing, attend the District Meeting of Southwestern

Kansas, to be held at Fort Scott, May 12. Bro.

Harry Smith will represent this church at the meet-

ing.—W, H. Miller, April 9.

Prairie View Church.— Eld. E Kby commenced
ies of meetings at ur placeApr 1 1, an d re-

ed about ten days. Dnacc unt of sickn ss he

abl to preach o alya few se or us. Our
cil, April 7, passed off pie .santly Bro Eby
ou Moderator Tw let! rs of memb( rship

granted. Bro. Eby resigne d his :ldersh ip at

place, which w ch reg retted. Bro. John

cho elder of this

continued meetings ui

A good interest was

very large. On the ei

at at our feast, April 10, and

;il the evening of the 15th.

manifested. The crowd was

:n ng of the feast there was

hardly 1 1 for all.—Ida M. Hudton, April 13.

Dorrance Church.-

held March 3, among

is to be held here. A li

>ur last quarterly counc

business transacted, w;

District Meeting, whic

ve feast will be held (

h Do
s about two

town.—/- -S.

the evening of District Meeting, May 7. Those

coming from the east, the day before the meeting,

will stop at Wilson, seven miles east of here, as the

through train does not stop at Dorrance. They

will arrive at Wilson about six P. M. Any who

may contemplate coming, will please notify some

of the Brethren, and conveyances will be provided.

Those coming from the west will

about 9:40 A.M. The churchhc

and one-fourth miles southwest

Slrolc, Box 126, April 2.

VIRGINIA.

Barren Ridge.—This church met in special coun-

cil April 16. Several queries were sent to District

and Annual Meetings. Our Sunday school began

April 4. Although the attendance is not large, the

interest manifested, so far, has been good.

—

N.

Walter Coffman, April 19.

Brocks Gap.—Saturday, April 10, the members

of this church met in council. Brethren from

abroad were J. P. Zigler and F. A. Yankey. Bro.

Daniel Turner was elected delegate to District

Meeting, and Bro. F. A. Yankey to Annual Meet-

ing. Bro. Yankey preached for us the same even-

ing, at 7:30, from Psa. 32: 7. On Sunday, April n,

at 10 A. M., Bro. J. P. Zigler preached to an at-

tentive audience. We reorganized our Sunday

school March 14, by electing brethren Geo. H.

Fulk and Leonard F. Turner, Superintendents.

We are using the Brethren't and Juvenile Quarterly

and Children at Work in our Sunday school this

ye.a.t —Sellie S-. Turner, Heaver, Va.,
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Woodstock Congregation.—We are in the midst
of an interesting series of meetings at the Valley
Pike meetinghouse. Bro. A. Hutchison is doing
the preaching to an attentive congregation. He
has been giving us very interesting and instructive
sermons. Two have come out on the Lord's side.

Others are much impressed.—M. H. Copp, Ml, Olive
Va., April 17.

Mt. Jackson.—Bro. Hutchison closed his meet-
ings at Cedar Grove on Sunday evening, April n,
with three baptized, and others are counting the
cost. His labors were much appreciated by all.

He is now holding forth at the Valley Pike, near
Maurertown, in the Woodstock congregation. The
interest is good and the attendance fair.—Michael J,
Good, April 21.

Sangerville—We had a good report from our
annual visit, at our late council. Brethren A. A.
Miller and J. W. Wine were chosen delegates for
Annual Meeting- brethren J. M. Bowman and A. ]

M'ller for District Meeting. Bro. M. G. Sanger
was chosen to the ministry and duly installed.
Eight ministering brethren were present from other
congregations.—A. A. Milkr April 15.

OHIO.

Beaver Creek.—We held a two weeks' series of
meetings, in March, in the Beaver Creek house,
conducted by Bro. D. S. Filbrun, of Brandt, Ohio.
Tl e members were encouraged, and sinners warned
to flee the wrath to come. Bro. Filbrun did his
part well. We held a council yesterday. Not
much business was transacted. Our Sunday school
opened April 4.—Lizzie Bagwell, April j.

Wolf Creek Church.—After several conferences
the Wolf Creek church decided to hold another
series of meetings at the Eversole church. The
committee secured the help of Bro. A. G Cross-
white, who preached the Word of Life to us from
March 27 until April II. Though the busy time of
the year was upon us, the night meetings were well
attended and many good impressions were made—
/no. Calvin Bright, New Lebanon, Ohio, April 13.

Pleasant Hill Church.—Bro. W. R. Guthrie, of
Herring, Ohio, commenced a series of meetings
Jan. 10, preached seventeen sermons and baptized
two. He closed his meetings Jan. 24, and returned
home. April 10 he commenced meetings again,
preached seven more sermons, and baptized six.

Bro. J. L. Guthrie (son of the above-named broth-
er) then came, preached four sermons, baptized
two, and closed the meetings with a good interest

by all those present.— C. W, Keith, Maplewood, Ohio,
April 20.

ILLINOIS.

Yellow Creek Church.—Notice is hereby given
to those who intend coming to District Meeting by
private conveyance on Tuesday, May II, that no
dinner will be served at the church on above date,

but all are requested to stop at the Brethren's
houses for dinner. There will be preaching services
at the church on Tuesday evening, at 7: 30 P. M.
AH are invited to be present and enjoy the meeting
With us.—L. E. Keltner, Peail City, III., April ig.

Pigeon Creek.— 1 have just returned from a visit

to the Pigeon Creek church (as per request of Mis-
sion Board), attended their quarterly council and
preached for them four sermons. Bro. Bucklew,
who has the charge of the church, was present and
gave them one sermon. We found the members
much scattered, yet zealous, earnest and warm-
hearted. As in many other places, the field is large
and the work pressing. There is great need of a
resident minister. Can there not be something
done that these places can be supplied? Come,
brethren, " rally round the standard," and see what
can be done. What we have to do must be done
now, as we have but a short time to work. We
were favored with good and attentive congrega-
tions. One noticeable feature of their council was,
that, though in limited circumstances, they con-
tributed their full amount of mission funds, as ap-
portioned by District Meeting. We bespeak for

them prosperity in the future!—John Arnold, Lintner,

_
IH., April IQ,

/ill also be glad to ha
nbers locate with us.—

Roanoke.— Our quarterly council was held at the
Panther Creek meetinghouse April 17. All busi-
ness was disposed of pleasantly. Two letters were
granted. Our love feast will occur May 22, at 10
A. U.-Ed. R. Herndon, April 20.

MISSOURI.

Turkey Creek.-We met in quarterly council
April 10. Brethren M. T. Baer and Jas. A. Camp
bell will represent us at District Meeting, We arc
busily engaged here at this place, and need more
reapers, as we have but few, and the field i! a large
one. Who will come to help us?—/,. A. Kintner,
Fristoe, Mo., April iS.

Cedar County Church.—We met in council April
17. Our elder, Christian Holderman, was present.
Much business came before the meeting, but was
disposed of in love and harmony. We received
seventeen members by letter and granted six let-

ters. One was restored to fellowship and reinstat-
ed to the ministry; also one was elected to the min-
istry.—Noah H. Calvert, Jerico, Mo„ April ig.

NEBRASKA.

Octavia Church.— Easter Sunday morning we
had an impressive children's meeting, conducted by
Bro. J B. Moore. The meeting was addressed by
brethren C. K. Burkholder, Levi Kilhefher and Da-
vid Wine.-John G. Kithifner, April 20.

Chase.—We were made to rejoice to have Bro
H. W. Strickler, of Loraine, III., and Bro. A M T
Miller, of Pickrell, Nebr., with us. They were here
looking over the goodly land. Brethren who may
chance to come to this part of Nebraska, where
there is so much room for mission work, will not
only be welcome, but '

a number of our dear

/. Travis, April ig.

CALIFORNIA.

Los Angeles.—Interest and effort in the Lord's
cause are not abating with us. The mission Sun-
day school on Lacy Street is full of hope, and April
II another one, on Channing Street, was opened,
with twenty-three scholars This is conducted by
Sister Ella Buckwalter and Bro. C. S. Holsinger.
We had the pleasure of attending it to-day (April

18) and found twenty-nine little boys and girls

present. Most of them arrived a half hour before
the appointed time. There are now three Sunday
schools in the city under the care of brethren and
sisters, and we look for more. The Mission Board
meets here to morrow, and we look for some good
and efficient work to be done. Since our District

Meeting, March 25, over 8500 has been raised in

Southern California for home work, and there is

more to follow.—M. M. Eshelman.

'ARKANSAS.

Round Mountain.—We hold three councils each
quarter in our church,—one here, one thirty miles

southeast, and one twenty-five miles northwest.

We have granted eleven church letters, since New
Year, and received three. We a'so reorganized our
Sunday school, with Sister Ewing as Superintend-

ent. Our Communion will be held after harvest,

near or in Bentonville. Wife and I were at the

council near there, last Saturday, and had meetings

over Sunday with a fair attendance. Our territory

is too large for the ministerial help we have. Bro
W. S. Watts and the writer are the delegates to

District Meeting.

—

Samuel Weimer, Wyman, Ark.,

April 14.

WISCONSIN.

Chippewa Valley.—Eld. C. Hope, of Kansas,

came to us April 11, and has been preaching for us

each evening, and also at our Sunday morning
meetings. He has only preached one time in his

native tongue, but is doing a good deal of work
among the Norwegians by going from house to

house, forming acquaintances and leaving his tracts.

As far as he has gone, he has done work that he

need not be ashamed of. Our elder. H. C. Baker,

has not been very well for some time; also his wife

has only had the privilege of being to but one

meeting since Bro. Hope came here, on account of

sickness.—/ A, Baiter, Rock Falls, Wis,, April 22. '

98;

NORTH DAKOTA.

Cando.— Our quarterly council took place at
Cando, April 10. Twenty six members were re-
ceived by letter, among the number two elders and
two deacons. Since our last report eight more
came out on the Lord's side. On Sunday April 4,
nineteen were baptized and three are awaiting bap-
tism. This is the result of a three weeks' series of
meetings which caused much rejoicing among us.
ltro. A. 11. Peters was chosen delegate to Annual
Meeting, with Bro.

J, C, Scibert, alternate. Our
love feist will be July 24, at 4 P. M.—i\ W. Burk-
hort, April 15,

ORECION.

Rogue River Valley Church—We met in quar-
tcily council April 3. Our two elders were present.
Bro. David Brower was our Moderator. Hro. Frank
Ilalseywas chosen Sunday school Superintendent
at our meetinghouse near Talent. We will finish
organizing April 18. This will be our first Sunday
school here, and I hope we will have good success,
The Brethren also have a Sunday school in Ash-
land. At the council necessary preparations were
also made for the District Meeting, to be held here
in September. — Susan M. Rhodes, Talent, Ore

,

April 12.

OKLAHOMA TERRITORY.

Oak Orove.-Our council was held April 10.

We had a good meeting. One letter of member-
ship was granted. It was decided to hold a love
feast June 12, at 4 P. M. Arrangements have been
made towards the building of a churchhousc. We
feel very thankful to our Heavenly Father for the
presence and labor of Bro. Jas. A. Stouder. Eld.
A. W. Austin presided and also gave us two soul-
cheering sermons.— Hannah A. Sottlt, Davtnport,
Okla. T., April tj,

SOUTH DAKOTA.

Dell Rapids.—Having recently moved to South
Dakota, I would like to know, through the Messen-
ger, if there are any Brethren in or near Minnehaha
County. Any of the Brethren, passing through, we
invite to stop with us. No one seems to know
much about the Brethren here—Mrs. Fred Picket,

April 14.

FLORIDA,

Keuka.—We met in council April 10. We decid-
ed to have our next Communion July 3. Bro. C. D.
Hylton preached for us Satuiday and Sunday even-
ing, and Bro. J. C. Lahman on Sunday. Our little

band is in harmony and good working order.—/. /.

Miller, April ig.

-*-* CORRESPONDENCE —•-

From Fruitdale, Alo.

The brethren and sisters of the Fruitdale church
met in council April 10, and Eld. M. M. Knnis, late

from Oklahoma Territory, presided. Pleven mem-
bers were received by letter, among them being an
elder and wife and a deacon and wife. Others
have just located, whose letters have not been pre-

sented to the church.

Much of the time of the meeting was consumed
in the consideration of questions pertaining to

home mission work, with a vi?w of establishing new
posts, and encouraging and fostering the work al-

ready begun. A delegate to Annual Meeting was
chosen, and other business transacted in a spirit of

love and harmony, We consider ourselves quite

fortunate now in the acquisition of an elder to our

ranks, and we believe that the Lord is going to

continue to bless our efforts for him.

Our tables are already spread with fruits and
vegetables of this season's growth, and we feel that

the good Lord is blessing us, both in nature and in

grace. Our people are contented and happy, the

weather delightful, and we feel that our lot is cast

in a goodly land, Jambs M, Nepp,
April 2J.
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Wanted.

A MINISTER to locate at Fostoria, and take

charge of ihc mission work in that city,—such

as Sunday school work, preaching, etc. Ad-

dress the Secretary of Mission Board.

Isaac Miller.
Wat Cairo, Ohio.

Mission Work.

1 herewith give an epitome of the work on

the Southern Mission in Indiana, from April 1,

1896, to April 14, 1897: The missionaries were

out 150 days; they preached 134 sermons.

There were 26 received by baptism, 3 by letter

<l. Thci

3 disfcllo id 3 Com

8.9S. Th(

Bulsar Thoughts.

-The plague continues, and m
it a day may bring forth,

•It is strange to say, however, 1

of the very low caste people

by the plague.

-Just now there are from twenty to thirty

iths from plague each day in Bulsar; in

Bombay, a little more than twice that number,

getting better.

tstonishing what wonderful mem-
people have. We think, or reason.

They, first of all, commit. In our little school

ie boy is in the Fourth Reader Gujerati, Sec-

id Reader English, and he knows the imp-

lication table up to forty. It I ask him, for

stance, what twenty-nine times thiny-scven

. They sing theii

toodlot and build a plain, substantial house
)f worship to God's honor in Baltimore City.

Who will be one of the 20,000 to send fifty

:ents? Address the writer. J. S. Gbiser.
1607 Edmondson Ave., Baltimore, Md.

^ ^^-MATRIMONIAL

by the writer, J

County, Ohio, an

Homerville, Ohic

i..l.l. little

work cost the District £30895.

The undersigned was the missionary, and

assisted by H. L, Faddy, A. C, Young and

I. £. Branson.

I think the Committee will act on my rccoi

mendalion and locate a minister the comi:

year. D. F. Hoover.

From the Wood River Congregation.

We are still at work for the Master. T
Sunday school mission, as proposed at our If

District Meeting, is still looked forward

with much interest. Our solicitor reports qui

encouragingly as to the funds already raisi

in this congregation. We were made glad by

brethren Henry Strickler, of Illinois, D. E
Bowman, of Indiana, John Yoder, of Ohio, wh<

were here looking at ihc land, in this part of

Nebraska, and as they are all in the 1

we had preaching at two schoolhou

last Sunday. In that way they bee

quaintcd with not a (ew of the people. They
seem to be well satisfied with their visit to ihi

West, and we hope we may soon welcomi

them and oihei nidst

To-day, April 17, was our regular council.

We expect to hold our love feast June 26.

One was received by letter since our last re-

port. E. M, Snavelv.

The India Sufferers.

I HAVE just been reading of the suffering

condition of, the many Hindoos who arc perish-

ing every day, and the many more who must
perish before help can reach them.

I have thought of the plan by which the

American people may help save them by con-

tributing grain, etc. By the kindness of the

railroad free transportation is offered. Oh,

what an opportunity for those who have theii

granaries and storehouses filled, to lay hold of

the opportunity to help save the perishing!

Those who have no grain, but have other pos-

sessions,—here is a work for us all to do! Let
us make some sacrifice for suffering humanity!
Let us go with our old wrap, old dress or bon-

net, to help the starving, perishing. Our
heart melts to tears, to hear the pathetic ap-
peals for help. It should stir us all up to

active work, and to act now!
As we read this sad story, a few of us sisters,

knowing we could uot contribute grain, said

we could give of our earnings. We also asked
others to help with their uttering, resulting in a
small collection of $6, which we forward at

once. A few weeks ago the Sisters' Aid Soci-
ety solicited through the McFberson church
and received 51450, which was sent to the
Christian Herald, for, as yet, thei

no call made by the Brethren. Sit

see in Gospel Ml
a liberal response

will be awakened to their duty and
liberally, and not wait for others to

but let each one consider the appeal as a per-
sonal one to himself, for prempt action. Send
all funds to the Brethren Publishing House,
and they will send it to our missionaries. The
more means they have to help the starving
body, the more power will they have to save
their perishing souls, which is of vastly more
value than the body.

How quickly our hearts are touched and
sympathies drawn out toward those who suffer
for the want of food for the body, to keep it

from starving, but how much more important
it is to carry the glad tidings of grei
the starving soul! Let this appeal ali

to each of us, to act at once, and feel that it

means each one of us. If we cannot go, let

help send some one. Amanda Witmore
McPherson, Kans , April 18,

: had been
en. Since then we
p, No. 14, a call for

I hope our people

learn their tables all at once,

up this singing of the tables till every one elf

is tired of it but themselves. One stands i

front of the class and lines it out to the clas

Then they all say it after him, just as he sat

'. When he lines it, however, he lines it to

me; and as he gets up to it a little, he varie

le tune to suit his fancy, and the class is sui

) follow, words and music.

—We had waded mud and water, carrying

ur shoes in our hand. By the side of the riv-

r was so much mud we could not leave the

ver except with very muddy feet. So
ent to the next village and asked for wate

wash our feet. A woman said, "Come to

followed her.

After we were seated she brought water, and

I thought, she was down before me, am
had a hold of my muddy feet and legs, for th.

I was deep, to wash them. We explained

er very earnestly that, while we were teach-

of religion, we were very humble men.

She finally consented to let us do the rubbing

while she supplied the wa
o noon to-day the official report for

the plague for the town of Bulsar is 341 cases

of which 254 have proved fatal. In the vil-

es round about there have been 82 cases, ol

ch 54 have proved fatal. We ourselves

all enjoying the best of health.

ipality is borrowing 5,000 rupee:

thoroughly whitewash the whole town. They
re employing 150 whitewashers at 12 cents

er day,—double wages,—to do the work.

ne man said, "My house has not seen any

hitewash for twenty-five years, and I never

Dt the plague. Why whitewash now?" But
is house is as white as any other now.

W. B. Stover.
Mar, h /p.

The Baltimore City Mission.

Last night closed the first series of meet-

ings, held by Eld. Silas Hoover, at the Nortb-

:st Baltimore mission.

Bro. Hoover's plain, practical and impress-

e sermons attracted unusually large congre-

gations, so much so that a number were turned

away for want of room. Next to the last n

ng the hall was crowded to such an e:

that the floor seemed to give way slightly,

for safety, a prop was placed under the c<

of the floor last night.

an immediate result four precious :

baptized to-night, at nine o'clock. Many
others seemed deeply impressed, and,

would have come to Christ, if only the

ngs could have continued longer,

r Sunday school scholars,—a boy
en or fourteen years of age, wanted

baptized, but his mother, who belongs

Miller, of Summit
Margaret Watts, of

H.S.Jacobs.

NEHER—WALTMAN.—At the residence

of J. C. Neher, April 11, 1897, by the under-

signed, Bro. J. E. Neher and Sister Effie E.

Waltman, both of Clarkson, Okla. T.

N. S. Gripe.

McCLURE-BRUMBAUGH.-By the un-

dersigned, at his residence, 213 Seventh Ave-
nue, Altoona, Fa., April 8, 1897, Mr. Thomas
McClure and Miss Mary M, Brumbaugh.

D. S. Bralli

KINSEY—REED—At the residence of the

bride's parents, near Dayton, Ohio, April

1897, by the undersigned, Mr. Edward Kinsey

and Miss Lizzie Reed, both of Montgomery
County, Ohio. L. A. Bookwalt

• • FALLEN + ASLEEP

WEIMER.-In the Somerset congreg
Ind,, March 14. 1897, Sister Sarah Ann We
aged 16 years, 11 months and 2 days.

united with the church May 3, 1896, and lived

faithful until death. Funeral services by the

Brethren. Otho Winger.

WINGER. — In the same congregation

March 24, 1897, Mary Florence Winger, daugh-

ter of Bro. Jno. and Sister Mary Winger, aged

17 days. Funeral services conducted by Wm.
Rogers, of the Methodist church, assisted by
Bro. M, M. Miller. Otho Wing:

In theWHITENECK,
April 6, 1897, sister M
neck, aged 70 years, 2

She was born in Virgin

.me congregatioi

(Winger) Whiti

]ths and 9 day:

27, 1827. She
Samuel Whiteneck Dec. 23,

1852. To this union were born two sons anc

two daughters. The husband and one soi

have long since preceded her to the spiri'

land. She united with the church in 1861, and
lived a faithful and consistent mi

death. The last few years of her li

conducted
by Eld. J. F. Spitzer, from 2 Cor. 5: 1.

Otho Winger.

WARD.—In the Rome congregation, Ohio,

ster Olive Jane Ward, aged 74 years, 11

months and 21 days. Her husband, James
Porter Ward, preceded ber to the spirit world.

Eight children survive her,— six sons and two

ith the Brethren a
number of years' ago, and lived a devoted

uneral services at the Pleas-

:, Wyandot Co., Ohio, from
Heb. 12: l, 2, latter clause, by the writer.

Jose [Rob

other church, refused t

church, or even to attend our Sunday school

hereafter. This we deeply regret, as he is a
;st boy, and very desirous of becom-
:iple of Christ. Let the righteous

pray that God may yet open the way for him

We know not how to express our apprecia-
ion of the good Bro. Hoover did during his

:arnest labors among us, and if we could have
iad a more capacious and suitable house of
vorship, much more good would have been

How long, oh, how long will we wait to cast

lo God's treasury of our abundance, for

lilding houses in cities! Many have remitted
their subscriptions to our Home Mission Fund
for a churchhouse in Baltimore City, to whom

extend our heartfelt thanks, but our fund is

very small. Now, if 20,000 of our members
Jld just send us twenty.five or fifty cents

each, we would then have enough to buy

CUSTER. — In the Maple Grove church,

Md., March 3, 1897, from paralysis, Sister Sa-

lome Custer, aged 84 years and 9 months,

born in Somerset County, Pa. Her
A-ere David and Fanny Miller. In

October, 1831, she was united in marriage to

Daniel Custer, and moved to Grantsville, Md.
ihe was a firm member of the church for fifty-

light years. She leaves one daughter, with

whom she had her home. Funeral services by
ro. Samuel Miller.

J. W. Baker.

SUMMER—In the Mahoning church, Ma-
boning Co., Ohio, March 24, 1897, Bro. Simeon

; aged 71 years, 7 months and 19 days,

es a wife, four sons and four daughters,

one of our church trustees, arid for

many years janitor of the Bethel house. Fu-
neral services by Bro. A. Harold and the writ-

, from 1 John 2: 17, J. H. Kurtz.

HAMILTON.— In Preble County, Ohio,

April 3, 1897, Annie V. Hamilton, aged 50

8 months and 19 days. In 1892 she was
:d to Wm. E. Hamilton, at Martinsburg,

W. Va. A year later they removed to Eaton,

where she has been a great sufferer ever

She united with tbe Brethren church
in 1895, and remained a faithful member until i

death. Before her departure she was anoint-
ed. An aged mother, two brothers and two
sisters are left. Funeral services by the writer
from Matt. 11: 28. B. F. Petry.

BISH.— In tbe Red Bank congregation. Je f.

ferson Co., Va., Bro. George Bish, aged 65
years, 7 months and 12 days. Disease, paraly-

sis, from which he suffered for about five

hours. Bro. Bish lived a devoted Christian

life in the Brethren church for over twenty
years. He served in the deacon's office about
fifteen years. He was the father of eleven

children. Six children went on before. Five
are yet living. The funeral service was im-

proved by Mr. Streamer, of the Lutheran
church. Text, Luke 12: 40. M. N. Hetric.

RAYMAN.— In the Brothers Valley church,

imerset Co., Pa., March 24, 1897, Bro. Wi['

im C. Rayman, aged 79 years, 7 months and
days. Interment at Pike church. Services

by D. H. Walker and Eld. W. G. Schrock.

D. H. Walker.

STAM—In the bounds of the Four Mile
church, near Connersville, Ind., April 6, 1897,

Raymond, eldest son of Benjamin and Sarah
Stam, aged 3 years, 3 months and 7 days.

The little one was playing at his father's.house,

when he fell into a tub of hot water. After

ten hours' intense suffering he passed away.
Funeral services at the Lick Creek (Baptist)

church, by Eld. Jacob Rife. Interment in the

cemetery adjoining. Text, 1 Thess. 4: 13, lat-

ter part. Clara Payton.

HERSHBERGER.—At his home, in the

Snake Spring Valley congregation, Bedford
Co, Pa„ March 2, 1897, Bro. Daniel Hersh-

berger, aged 75 years and 8 days. When
a young man he connected himself with the

Brethren church, and ever lived a consistent

Christian life until the Lord called him home,
For a number of years he held the office of

deacon in the church of his choice. Bro.

ried

Steele, of

Mary Steele,

alley. Unto that

children, of whoi

The tenth,~the last

Elizabeth (wife of Isa;

died in their infancy.

ne called home,—was
: Snyder, who died of

J93. Bro. Hershberger

idow and two children. He
roke several years ago, and,

,
had to occupy an invalid

chair. Funeral services were held in the

Brethren church in the Valley, conducted by
Eld, Jacob Koontz.of Morrison's Cove, assisted

by Bro. William S. Ritchey, of the Valley

church. His remains were laid to rest in the

Hershberger cemetery, located on the farm on
which the deceased was born.

part of the tirr

Li/, I RAW

FLESHMAN.— In the bounds of the Lou-

donville church, Ohio, March 28, 1897, friend

Martin Fleshman, aged 62 years, 7 months and

4 days. Deceased leaves one sister, one son

daughters. He was buried in the

McFall cemetery. Funeral services by the

riter, from 2 Cor. 5: 8. David Brubaker.

EVERSOLE.—In the New Enterprise con-

gregation, Bedford Co., Pa., March 8, 1897,

Eversole, aged 63 years, 5

nths and 1 day. He Ma
Miller. To them were born twelve children.

srvices were conducted by Eld. John

L, Holsinger, from the words, "Be ye also

:ady." H. A. Buck.

MYERS.—In the Belleville church, Kans.,

April 11, 1897, Christian A., little son of Bro.

George and Sister Sadie Myers, aged 5 months

id 22 days. Funeral services by the writer,

am 1 Thess. 4: '3, M- J. Z. Gilbert.

WILLIAMS.—In the Yellow River church,

Ind., March 16, 1897, Lydia E., daughter of

John and Francis Williams, aged 2 years, 2

id 24 days. Funeral services by Bro.

J. H. Sellers, from Psa. 16: 1-7.

Alice Yoder.

HANES— In the Sandridge church, Mar-

shall Co., Ind., March 12, 1897, Willie Leonard,

m of Mr. and Mrs, Hanes, aged 2 months

id 17 days. Funeral services by Bro. J. H.

:llers. Text, Matt. 18: 1-3.

Alice Yodek.

WAGAMAN.—In the Tippecanoe church,

osciusko Co., Ind., March 7, 1897, John Wag-
nan, aged 57 years. In his dying hours he

died for tbe Brethren, had services and

spoke of baptism, but it was too late. He

assed away, Funeral services from Psa.

by Bro. G. D. Zollars and the writer.

D. Rothenberger.
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GUY.—At the same place, March 1

of rheumatism, Bro. Andrew Guy, a;

years, 6 months and q days. He was

sufferer fur a number nf years, but bore

ently 11 111 Ins His tune'

pa-

held in the brethren church in Syracuse, from

l'sa. 17: 15, by the writer.

Daniel Rothenhebger.

GOSHORN.—In New Germantown, Pa., in

the Ferry congregation, 1'erry Co., Pa., March
21, 1807, Sister Ellen Goshorn, aged 75 years,

to months and 14 days. Sister Goshorn was a

member of the Brethren chu>ch for about
thirty eight years. She had a paralytic stroke

last August. Her tongue, as well as her right

stand what she wanted; yet she bore her afflic-

tion with Christian fortitude, and she died in

full triumph of faith. Funeral at the Three
Spring church. Services by the writer, assist-

ed by Josiah Eby, from the words, " Prepare to

meet thy God." Amos 4: 12. E. D. Book.

ROVER.— In the Conestoga church, Lan-
caster Co., Pa., Bro. Harris Royer, aged 35
years, 5 months and 20 days. Bro. Royer
leaves a widow and five children, one an infant

son of four days. Funeral services by the

Brethren, from Rev. 22; 12, at the house, and
at the church at Rothville from Psa. 35: 5.

Sallie Pfautz.

< in -la-it i>ii:i:< toi;y.
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LOVE FEASTS.

?. M.. Dauphin Htroot

1 3 P. H., Big Creel

*H
nper wood Kiver onurcn, umter uo..
t Bro. C, Overgard'a, fl miles north or

B. L. CARTER, Oirard, 111., «»

Dry Goods, Shoes, Etc.

Horns Off!

Baltimore City Church.

Our Publications.

Children at Work—Weekly; well-illastr*.

ted; Contains the Sunday school lesson, with
explanation, etc., adapted to the understanding
Of small children. No better publication can
be found for the little boys and girls ot our
Sunday schools,

THB following is the list of the periodicals,
Sunday School Helps, etc.

The (Joapel Messenger.—A large, religious

weekly,—published in the interest of the Urelh-
reu or German Baptist church and their ouly
recognized rlmrth organ, Price, $1.50 per

The Vouog Disciple.—An illustrated week-
ly lor the young. This is one of the most in-

teresting Sunday school papers published, aud
should bo used in all the schools within reach
of our people.

Classified Minutes of Annual Meeting.

Not all the members of our church have
that perfect knowledge of our principles,

is so desirable. Others there are who are
acquainted with the church as it exists

would like to know something of her past

history, as regards her gradual growth and d<

velopment. In fact, all who are interested i

the welfare of the church, that is so dear to a

i, should have access to a complete con
ion, such as is found in the "Classified

Jtes ot Annual Meeting," with the appi

containing the Minutes up to the year

, We sell this work at only 1(1.50 for cloth

binding, Be sure to send for a copy while the

supply is still on hand, Those who have tht

old edition of the "Classified Minutes," cac
have the "Appendix" in separate binding foi

Doctrinal Outlines

Is a book of 77 i-|f>sfly-[iri(itfd pages that is

growing in favor wherever it is known. It is a

work for ministers, Sunday school workers and
others, containing outlines on the following:

Historical, Doctrinal, Missionary, Secret Soci-

eties, Homiletics, Revivals, The Sunday School
The Home.

It is highly prized in Smyrna, (See page 41

of Messenger.) Order soon, as the number
on hand is limited. Price, paper cover 15

cents; cloth, 25 cents, prepaid.

Brethren Publishing House,
Mt. Morris, 111.

Teeter's Commentary

The prices on this
]

liable Commentary hav

duced to the following:

Cloth Binding, two volume
Half Leather, two volumes

Half Morocco, two volume

Stnd for Spffial Priett to AtrtnH

Windsor
European Hotel,

TRfBUNE BLOCK,

IS to 153 Dearborn St, S. Gkbgsten, Prop.

CHICAGO, ILL.

1 Clrr, Tt>» chtrgn 1

Brethren's Family Almanac—Every fam-
ily should have this Almanac; complete In ev-
ery way. Price, per copy, 10 cents; special

terms to energetic agents.

throughout. In preparing this quarterly we
keep constantly in view the needs of the

Brotherhood, and aim to fully adapt It to their

.SMci

Juvenile Quarterly.—Prepared especially

for the intermediate classes. This is one of the

neatest, and best illustrated quarterlies pub'
lished. The pictures are selected with freat

care, and every lesson is illustrated. The little

folks are delighted with It,

Sunday School Supplies.—We keep any
thing that is used in Sunday school work,

Write us for prices on goods not adver-

tised here.

Sunday School Reward Cords.—Our stock

of cards is large and presents a variety

io styles and prices so as to please all.

Please send us a trial order and be con-

r Deitgni, very tine gilt edge, 1I10

JOBssd, eitra nne, site BtfxfiK, . .

Band Landscape, BiieS.SM
sand Landscape, BLeexfitf

eors and Landscape, Blie Wii&i, .

BandLaudBaape.alBeBUxWi,. . .

iBoenery, Bl»eS«xOMr
\

ni, 1

odtoapeandBlrdi,»liflax8*i
f . .

HorJptan

Other Helps.—We are prepared to furnish

Bible Dictionaries, Commentaries, Maps, and

Bibles of every description. Always write us

before* offering elsewhere.

When ordering cards be sure to give Dana*

ber and price as well as the name, so that there

may be no mistake,
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LOVE FEASTS.

farming;

LANDS

) Vfilley oln

i(tri<ltuiion.t

BRETHREN COLONIES IN

NORTH DAKOTA I

on riro phased with I

,ml Northern BulUtit

getting free govi

Well Pleased with the
Song Book.

Foi t; cents we will send a copy of the above
named I k and > coupon for same amount,

which will be accepted for 35 cents on first or-

der of 12 or nioru hooks .11 ^}.(>o per dozen pre-

paid. Address:

Brethres Publishing Hodse,
Mr. Morns, 111.

The Doctrine of the Brethren Defended.

We are admonished by the apostle to give a

reason lo every man of the hope that is in us.

Often we are interrogated upon points of

church doctrine on which we cannot give the

desired information, and would be glad to

know just where to get it. "The Doctrine of

the Brethren Defended " contains a> complete
exposition of the Faith and Practice of the

Brethren, the Divinity of the Holy Spirit, Im-
mersion, Feet-washing, the Lord's Supper, the

Holy Kiss, Non-conformity, Secret Societies,

etc. Price, per copy, cloth binding, $1.25; to

ministers, (1.00. Address this office for further
particulars concerning terms to agenti,

PiwiB L3nds
m
NMttDakota!

a

VIlfuALsl-'-oW'TMB 'iS LiNE."
L0N1ES

"' 'NDI"

J..mils trill ru-rrr /,/ i lunfirr than
nowll
Mnwl ! (or Halo on t.l.o CBOP PAYMENT

FREE HOMESTEADS

Vimtt the beautiful Kl'NMARE imtl

i/j- 27, 1866.
uVjr equal to
Rolette unci

lor. 1st. 1S06,

...Land Department...

Northern Pacific Railway Co.

In Central North Dakota

FREE Government Land, Crop Payment
Land, Railroad Land, at $3 to $5 per

Acre, on Ten Years' Time,
Interest, 6 per cent.

LIGNITE COAL 1

BRETHREN T,£:iT"A"^-on Z

OUR ILLUSTRATED LAND PRIMERS

HALF FARES ,5.^3™!™ "rates

AddrwjH.T.I, II II HI). Liu,. I .11. .1 In. In irinl Al^hI,

Or, A. A. JA('K.Tmv.'lir.j; li„ii,i,:niti..,, .V.-nt,

, KltANK SWH'KARIVTrnv.

Victor Headache Specific.

CURES s;iT'3,£;»i.{rr£MS

"'"lill^fTEN-CENT

Honieseekers' Excursions Tia

Santa Fe Route.

mi.u:i:i\i: \mi siiMiisn.irinvvn lies

"Wa-rrted. I

' by buying Irom ub. Writ

Wells, Foster and
...Eddy Counties

umerous PuWic Schools, Healthy Clir

Good Water, obtainable at from 18 to
;

feet, black-loam Soil with clay Sub-

soil, Railroad Competition,

. German Baptist Church at Carrington,

with a Nice Churchhouse
Free of Debt.

C. W. MOTT,

WM. H, PHIPPS,

May 1, 189;.

New Brethren Colony,

MOUNT MORRIS,
Morrison County, Minnesota,

No Free Lands but the Beat Lands ,

Minnesota at. Low Prices and
on Easy Terms I

a flowing water, containing r

late and locality unsurpassed

This is a Time When

...MONEY IS SCARCE.
; Sunday School Teachers, and other

in need of a good Bible for

Practical Use,

.BUT..

A GOOD TEACHERS BIBLE

Self-pronouncing, m
ginal reference, Be
gems I large) type, di\

leather bound
lined the

edge, Oxford Concord-

ance and Helps, with-

out the illustrations that

make so many books

cumbersome, gold edges

and side title, which we
iy express office

.FOR $2.05.
The book is no cheap reprint, but has good

paper, clear print, and will render excellent

irvice for the money.

Address your orders to

Brethren Publishing House,
Mt. Morris, 111.

Single Comb White Leghorn

James T. Quinlan,

Shipping and Commission Merchant
305 S, Charles St., Baltimore, Md.

1, Dried FroHi

POEMS OF A DECADE,

!, hopeful or ftriii'Rllin;.

.der-whether light

Stop Chewing and Smoking Tobacco

!

Texas' Big Berry Crop.

py of Texas Coast pamphlet,

(

jttiukers, Excursions la May.
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is no sentiment in government
must have his bond even il the Armenia
sacred and the Greeks slaughtered. It

self into a mere matter of business, ;

mighty dollar rules. Even Russia will :

low churchmen, the Greeks, overlhrown
lowers of the false prophet, and raise no
hand. The cry o'f the oppressed goes
the wings of the wind, and there is no
the agonized appeals of the sufferers

day of wrath will come, retribution swi:

will fall upon all this sin and wickednes
it shall be known unto the ends of the
there is a God

by the fol

a helping

^EDITORIAL * MISCELLANY-^

At Halle, in Germany, August Hermann Francke
stablished a home tor fatherless children in ibqi.

The founde

Mack, withHochman,
lporaneous with the elder

id other of our earlier breth-
ren, with whom he associated and labored. The
Orphanage was founded on a hopeful trust in God.
No money was asked for except as the founder car
ried his wants to the Lord in prayer. The Francke
Orphanage has grown to be one of the noted insti-

tutions of the Fatherland. Seventy years ago
George Muller spent some time at Halle and be-
came thoroughly imbued with the spirit of Francke,
which still lives in the old German University town.
As a result he started an Orphanage at Bristol,

England, on the same plan adopted by Francke.
Sixty-live years have passed away and Muller still

carries on the greatest w"rk of the kind in the
world. More than seven million dollars has come
to him unsolicited, to aid him in his great work of
helping others. Who will say the Lord does not
answer prayer?

The Greeks seem to have been defeated and
driven back at every point, and the Turks are re-

joicing over the defeat of the Hellerists. Under
existing conditions, no other result could have been
expected. The Turkish Government has a strong
and powerful army, supplied with the best modern
equipments. The Greeks are but a mere handful, as
compared with the hosts of the Moslem. Then, too,
we have the remarkable spectacle of the Christian; ?

)

Nitions of Europe giving moral support and aid
,0 the Mohammedans against Christian Greece.
The motive underlying this singular action is to be
'°und in the fact that many of the European coun-
ties hold large quantities of Turkish bonds. The
defeat and overthrow of the Moslem power would
e«ail the loss of an immense sum of money to Eu-
'°pe, and the cold fact is made prominent that

:held i

whe ! all things

proven c uc-on. have not, as a ruli

cessful. The property of one of thesi

Petersham, Mass., wa« recently soH, and put an end
to the organization The society originated wth the
Advents about thirty five years ago, and for a time
prospered. But since this is not the natural order
of things, oo/Wie should expect the success usually
attending the more common methods For a time,
following the great revival held on the Day of Pen-
tecost, the primitive church at Jerusalem had all

things common, but this was never intended as a
precedent for the future generations. Nor was it

the time of the apostles,

i one year. An emergency
sable, and for that reason it

ed a good purpose. How-
nity of g"ods may seem, it

successfully carry out such
a scheme in harmony, would require more grace,
than that possessed by the common class of Chris
tians, and for, tjliis, if for no other reason, every ef

fort along thaMine must eventually result in a fail-

early Christians were not only
their purpose to so remain unt
front as a teacher, and taught
of being separated from the Jei
He also added that Jesus was
Jews, but by Pilate, who was
act by the Sadducees and othc
that the four Gospel narrativt

's, but that it was
Paul came to the

urgent necessity

Il order of things,

not crucified by the

urged to the wicked
He also i

Gospel to sho that such tc

equestcd to *

nly;

mains
written by

n the

hing is absolutely

uw up the error in

Pessary. Any
Utile- els.

! will understand that tliey

i bundles of errors, and they will be read
l Jewish curiosity.

ely

continued k>ng

possibly not m
made such a coi

was resorted to

ever agreeable a

must be evident

The so called higher critics of the Bible have tried

to show that the books of Moses, known as the Pen-
tateuch, are not the work of a single author, but are

rather a collection of religious documents written

at different times by various authors They rest

their claims for this supposition on the supposed
difference in literary style and in the use of words
and grammatical expressions. Now comes Profes-

sor Sayce, one of ihe most eminent scholars and in-

vestigators of the world, whose time is devoted to

reading and translating the tablets discovered in

the Bible Lands, and says that the tablets show
that the higher critics are wrong in their conclu-

sions "I have come to disbelieve thoroughly in

the so-called critical view of the composition of the

Pentateuch. I believe that substantially it belongs

nd I see no reason why it

mtten by Moses. The book
alterations and changes, but

: work of the Mosaic age and
Higher criticism is thus being

aHjust itself to recent di

deavors to a

the plains o

stroyed.

to the Mosaic age,

should no' have been

has undergone certai

substantially it is the

of Moses himself."

criticized and must

Me rvhile the Bible stands unmoved
the Book of God.

On Easter Sunday two curious sermons were de-

livered in St. Louis by two prominent Jewish Rab-
bis. In one sermon it was maintained that Easter,

as a festival, had its origin among the Egyptians,

and tlie Jews borrowed it from them while in bond-

age, and developed it into the Passover feast. It is

further stated that this Passover feast formed the

basis for the Easter festivals among the Christians,

All this is purely imagination, entirely void of facts.

The other Rabbi taught his congregation that the

ic writer,— Prof. Dr. M. Blankcnbcrg, of
lecture on Sodom and Gomorrah, en,

:ount for the destruction of the cities of
scientific principles. While his theory

ubtless false, it is still interesting to note that
men are at least ready to admit the correctl-
of the Bible statement regarding the existence
ie two cities, and that they were uiterly de-

Here is the Professors theory: " The de-
stiuction of Sodom and Gomorrah took place in the
alluvial or geological age. South of the peninsula
I.isan there must, in ancient times, have been an
exceedingly fruitful valley, in which the cities Sod-
om, Gomorrah, and others, must have been situated,
and this phve has sunk below the water level, prob-
ably through tremendous earthquakes, but not
through volcanic eruptions. While the process of
sinking was going on, either through friction or
through lightning, the inflammable masses that
were pressing upward, especially the asphalt and
petroleum matters, were ignited, bo that an im-
mense sea of flames covered the entire region, and
this is described thus: "The smoke of the land
went up like the smoke of a furnace.' " (Gen. 20:28),

One of the most disastrous floods known in the
history of the Southwest swept the Canadian Val-
ley, Oklahoma, one day last week. The loss of
many lives and the destruction of a vast amount of
property is reported from Guthrie and vicinity.

Much of the city has been destroyed and scores of
farm houses were swept away. The Cottonwood
River, ordinarily a. small stream, was gradually ris-

ing as tne result of the rains, but nothing serious

was thought of until a wall of water, about eighteen
feet high was seen coming down the valley. It

came with irresistible force, carrying everything

before it. The wave was caused by a great cloud
burst, and as the water came down it spread far out

over the valley and thus affected the rural district

as well as the city. Relief committees were quick-

ly organized by those living on the higher grounds,

and everything possible was done to rescue the per-

ishing. Some climbed unto buildings, as they
floated down the stream, while others found resting

places in such tree tops as they could reach. Many
lives were saved by the heroic efforts of the relief

parties, but still many were lost, the number run-

ning up to fifty or more. So far this seems to be a

year of floods and disasters, and the end is not yet.

iailroad conductor in the West keeps him
ell supplied with religious papers for distribu

mong the passengers. He seeks opportune

o place papers in the hands of those \ ho
eeke, after the truth. This

method of sowing good seed. Why cannot each

of our readers adopt some method of the kind and

keep it up during life?
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"ESSAYS—
UNDERSTOOD.

And r

I cam
ttby

ihi-i a darkened pla<

I nee! the sunshine to hehold thy (ii

1 do not tfist iluc, Lord. Then pa 1

He answered lovingly, " 1 know it, C

My heart is cold against the, then 1

If thou to-day wert walking by my s

]f thou shouldst whispe I ,,!!,

words
!L.,;l,

Again, b

I am not

The llnngs I

ered, "Yes, 1 kn uhl."

, Lord, I am not true,

Id not are tbe things I do.

I am so weary, tnere are clouds between,

My words are harsher, wilder than I mean.

Not over pastures smooth, but rock and ston

I walked to day, and I have weary grown.

More softly, tenderly than angel's call,

The Savior answered, "Child, I know it all.

—Hertha Gerneaux ,

SOME THOUOHTS ON BAPTISM.

"One Lord,

We find i

>\\\ V

one baptism."—Eph. 4: 5.

ersons of the various religious

beliefs, who strive to prove that the "one bap-

tism," mentioned in Ephesians 4: 5, has direct ref-

erence to the Holy Ghost baptism, and has no al-

lusion whatever to mode. After a careful and dili-

gent search, I have come to the con lusion that

the "one baptism" has reference entirely to the

rite, because that is the only way that I can see to

reconcile and harmonize the "one baptism" in

Eph. 4: 5, with the "baptism of water," Matt. 3: 11,

"baptism of the Holy Ghost," Mat 3: n. "bap

tism of fire," Matt. 3: II, "baptism of repent-

ance," Mark 1: 4; Acts 13: 24 and 19: 4, "bap-

tism of suffering" Matt. 20: 22. 23; Mark 10:

38, 39; Luke 12: 50. Unless the "one baptism"

does allude to the rite, as it relates to the mode,

1 see no way to reconcile those Scriptures, because,

if, as some of our opponents argue, " immersion " is

"baptism," and "pouring" is "baptism," and

"sprinkling" is "baptism," we would, in that

way, have three baptisms of water. Then, with a

baptism of the Holy Ghost, a baptism of fire, a bap-

tism of repentance, and a baptism of suffering,—we

would have, in all, seven baptisms instead of " one,"

as in the text.

We might, in the same manner, and with equal

propriety, illustrate a great number of gods, and

of faith. Then, where would be the harmony?

There seems to be quite a difference of opinion

upon the part of some, claiming a knowledge of

the dead languages, as to the meaning of the word

"baptize." Some say it is translated from the

Greek word " baptizo" and that it has almost a doz-

"sprinkle," "wash," -'dye" (to color), "moisten,"

etc., while others claim it to be the Greek word

"br-ptizo" translated into the English language, and
retaining wholly its primary and original meaning.

The only difference we find in the orthography of

the word is in the final letter "o," changed to "e."

Now it does appear very evident that a word can

not have more than one primary meaning, and
whatever that meaning be, must, or, at least, should,

settle the controversy. If "baptize" means to

"immerse," it cannot primarily mean to "sprink-

le," which is an act quite different; and if "bap-

tize" would mean to "sprinkle," it certainly can

not mean to " pour " which is different from both

the others. So, primarily "baptizo," or " baptize,
'

pou nklc

because a word cannot have so many widely differ-

ent meanings. Let us illustrate a little, according

to the interpretations of some, and see bow it will

stand For instance, v e will put the argument

thus, and say: " Inlniersion" ; the mode to

kle." "Imm ersio n " m ans the mode to

" "Pour"n the nlode to '• sprinkl

"Pou nsthe mod to "i mmei " Spri, k-

le" 1neans the nlode to " pour 5p.inkl

the mode to 'im nerse,'

Thu s we c in read lys e that the words n such a

use w 11 not make . Con mon reas n sho Id

leach any or e.to se e, that to COmpar e the words in

the m.inner have ;iven , the <word "baptize" c

not possibly mean 1 than le ot thos acts, or

modes.

It has been concedpd, time and again, by the

best Greek scholars that the word " baptizo" is

formed from the word " bnp'o" and means to

" dip " or " immerse " or ' submerge," and that

these different words have one meaning. Our op-

ponents have it just to the contrary, and have one

word to have many different meanings There is

quite a contrast between one word having many
different meanings, and different words having the

same meaning. Where is the consistency to try to

force so many different meanings upon one word,

when the language is adequate without doing so?

In Lev. 14: 15, 16, we have the three words, ' dip,"

" pour," and "sprinkle,"—each performing its own
office sufficiently well, vis., "And the priest shall

take some of the log of oil, and pour (chea) it in-

to the palm of his own left hand; and the priest

shall dip {bapto) his right finger in the oil that is in

his left hand, and shall sprinkle (raino) of the oil

with his finger seven times before the Lord."

—

" Carson on Baptism!'

If those words were sufficient in the time of the

priests and Levites, who is so weak now as to sup-

pose that the men of the New Testament dispensa-

tion, under the inspiration and guidance of the

Holy Spirit, were deficient in words to express the

meaning they wished to convey, without throwing

the burden, and imposing those three meanings, on

one word, and thereby make the whole matter am-

biguous, uncertain, and contrary to the Word, where

it says, " The way is so plain that a fool, though a

wayfaring man, shall not err therein?" Such pre-

sumption looks almost like casting reflections on

the Holy One.

"We believe and insist that immersion is the

meaning of the word translated ' baptism,' but we

do not believe that baptism, as an English word, is

synonymous with immersion. As an English term

it respects not mode at all, but refers to what is

considered the rite, apart from the mode. In Eng-

lish baptism and immersion are anything rather

than synonymous"—" Carson on Baptism,' Page ?<??,

See. 13.

Hence, from Dr. Carson's idea of the meaning of

those terms, it is from getting the definitions of the

word baptism in English, that so many persons are

misled and made to believe that the word "bap-

tism " means anything one chooses to call it. Dr.

Carson says, also, that " early church history shows

that baptism was performed by three immersions."

We give the following proofs, vis., "There went

out to him Jerusalem, and all Judea and all the

regions round about Jordan, and were all baptized

of him in Jordan confessing their sins," Matt. 3: 5,

6; "And Jesus when he was baptized, went up

straightway out of the water," Matt. 3: 16; "And
it came to pass in those days that Jesus came from

Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of John in

Jordan" (Revised Version, into the Jordan); "And
straightway coming up out of the water," etc.,

Mark 1: g, 10; "And as they went on their way

they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch

said, See, here is water, what doth hinder me to

be baptized?" "And he commanded the chariot

to stand still: and they went down both into the

water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized

him." "And when they were come up out of the

water," etc., Acts 8: 36, 38, 39; "Buried with him

by baptism," Rom. 6: 4; Col. 2: 12; " Bodies washed

with pure water," etc., Heb. 10: 22, " Born of wa-

ter," etc., John 3: 5; "And John also was baptizing

in Enon near to Salim, because there was much wa-

May 8, i8g7i

ter there: and they came and were baptized."
j0n_

3: 23.

In connection with Eph. 4: 5, and the examples
before mentioned, I think the matter is very plain

Philip and the eunuch "came unto (to) a certain

water." Then they "went down into the water
both Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him."

Evidently this was done by dipping or immersing

him into the water, according to the primary mean-
ing of the word. Besides this, there could be no
reason whatever for either of them to go down into

the water for the sake of pouring or sprinkling.

Much less was it necessary for them both to go into

the water. Some use such objections as "came up

from the water," etc., thinking by that means to

prove that all those persons were only "at" or

" near by." When I say, " I came from Maryland,"

or "I came from Washington," does that signify

that I was only at the border of those localities?

They say, "John baptized with water," and that

therefore water must be applied by pouring, or

sprinkling, and not by putting the person into the

water, " For John truly baptized with water, but ye

shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many
days hence," Acts 1: 5. Jesus answered, Verily,

verily I say unto thee, " Except a man be born of

water and ot the Spirit, he cannot enter into the

kingdom of God." John 3: 5.

These Scriptures plainly show that the mode was

not in question in Acts I: 5 and John 3: 5, but

shows the kind of baptism, /. e., John was using wa-

ter as an clement to perform baptism with (in),

while Christ was using the Holy Spirit. Let us

see what is understood when we say, " We thresh

our grain with a machine," Do we apply the ma-

chine to the grain, or do we apply the grain to the

machine? When we say, "We wash our clothes

with water," do we just simply pour or sprinkle a

few drops of water upon them, or do we put the

clothes into the water? When it is said, "John

bapiized in the river Jordan," did he apply the river

to the person, or the person to the river? In sum-

ming up all the proofs, I think it plain enough that

a fool, though a wayfaring man, should not err

therein.

Mathias, W. Va.

IN NAME ONLY.

that tho

We find many professing Christians who are such

in name only. Those outside of Christ, very justly

too, look to those who have made a profession of

faith, for an example of holiness and the showing

forth of God's redemption.

The non-professor wants, and expects to see, a

living Christian. He wants to see some induce-

ment to come to Christ, and, when he meets a tru-

ly consecrated Christian, both in name and deed,

one filled with hope, trust, peace and love, with

such a happy soul, free in the sunshine of God's

mercy, that it overflows with good deeds on every

hand, he is filled with a longing for that desirable

state himself, and is ready and willing to leave the

world, with its struggle for uncertain riches, idle

and unsatisfying pleasures, for a serene conscious-

ness of a life in Christ.

On the other hand; how is it if the weary sinner

meets a professing Christian (?) who goes to every

passing entertainment, even to the exclusion of

his church services, mingles with the world in the

many inducements thrown out for the unwary feet,

in spite of the solemn vows made at the beginning

of his Christian career? Perhaps such things are

the snares with which you are to be tried. It may

be your cross to shun them, but one cannot be too

watchful for the sake of himself and others.

All these inconsistencies are disgusting to the

non-professor. Such conduct merits the disap-

proval of even sinners.

Another Christian (?) may wear a long f»ce '

complain of all the petty annoyances he can thin*

of, never mention God's ever-abounding love ana
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who

percy towara mm and, with

dismiss all calls for his assistance in the ca

professes to have enlisted for The sinne

justly thinks that if such is the state of Mr. ]

claims that there is a herealter and a God, he is

about as well off now as he would be if a Christian

H Mr. B, with all of his religion, seems to find nc
peace in the wounds of a Crucified Redeemer,

why should the sinner burden himself with an ex
lta weight of that sort? The sinner says: ' I do

„ t make promises and break them, as Mr. A does.

J
think 1 am as good as they are now, with all their

Christianity. One thing I am not guilty of, that is,

ny hand to the plow and then turningof puttir

back."

Suchi the

each of us

our brothe

shall gi\

soliloquy of the non-professor. Can
him? Yet we cannot uphold him, for
must do the best we can, regardless of

"So then every one of us
'e an account of himself to God." Rom

14: 12. Verily the above Christians have a name
that they live in Christ, that they enjoy all the
promised blessings for the saints, but they are

rk-s, dead in spirit and in truth.

1 hindrance, rather than a help to

Dead i

Such pe

any cause.

Those who are truly consecrated do not feel it a
burdm to obey Christ, neither will they make it

appear so to others. Better be hot or cold than
lukewarm. God wants no half-hearted service.

Behold some worship him with their lips, but their

heart is far from him. Such is the Christian in

name only. But all th ngs are naked and open un-
to the eyes of him with whom we have to do,

and " when Ihe whole earth rejoicelh, he will make
thee desolate "

While the other .Christian who liveth and is not
dead, may have tribulation and poverty in the flesh,

yet he is rich. He is rich because he knows God is

ever ready and willing to help those who trust him.
He is rich in spirit because he feels the opulence of
unbounded, purifying love coursing through his
veins. He knows that however long and toilsome
may be the journey here, he has a house not made
with hands eternal in the heavens. Well may he
sing and his hearl be light, for he has faith in the
promises of God, and feeds on the hidden manna
which nourishes soul and body. However obscure
and insignificant may seem the living Christian, to
aim will, be given power over nations, a light to

1 day star to many a

unto the end."
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listened to the begi
inspirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." ''The
fisherman of Galilee, and the publican from his
booth, each made his own special application of
the Savior's words. The grassy slope was covered
with people, not only from the regions of Galilee,
Jud.-Ea, and Jerusalem, but even Irom the distant
coasts ot Tyre and Sidon. Many years before, the
law was given, and there were thunders and light-
nings, and the people, with awakened consciences,
saw that desolate, storm-rent mountain quaking and
the smoke thereof ascended, as the smoke of a' fur-
nace, and the voice of the truni|

and waxed louder and louder,

moved afar off, afraid of the I:

whose power they witnessed. Moses alone drew
near unto the thick darkness and [alked with God.
There is a strong contrast between the two, but

Jesus came to fulfill the law of Sinai which was
lounded upon the eternal principles of right. He
brought the new law of love and mercy, and com-
pared'it with the old code of "Thou shall not."
He showed to them that wherever the old demand-
ed outward obedience, the new was to renew and
control the heart. '• In the law we see the trunk ol
a tree, but in the Gospel the Tree ol Life, from its

Dase upward, is unfolded. The Sermon on the
Mount digged up its very roots and exposed the
hidden lite to view."

" An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth." said
the Old Law. That is simple justice

we have, " Whosoever shall smite thee
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SAMCTIFICATION.

The following is submitted in response to a re-
quest, recently received, for my ideas on the above
subject.

An investigation

lull,, ing:
subject draws out the

s.incline

1. What is sanctification?

2. Does the Bible teach it?

3 By whom sanctified?

4. By what means sanctified?

5. How is it manifested?

6. May we credit modern claims to
tionr

1. What is sancliflcatinf The act of God's grace
by which the affections of men are purified, or al-
ienated from sin and the world, and exalted to a
supreme love to God.-Wetsl,r. In a general way
it means: "Set apart to sacred purposes or uses."
Gen. 2: 3; Ex. 13: 2. It is the state of perfection im-
puted unto us "through the offering of the body of

for by one offering he hath per-

sanctified." Hcb. 10:

Jesus Christ onc<

fected forever th>

10, 14.

that
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1 we have in the past, that,

is ended, we may receive
Well done, thou good and

servant, enter into the joys of thy Lord.'
Ladoga, Ind.

dignities manfully, nobly, and do j

emy at the first opportunity, with
every effort, God will bless the result. I

of Shylock clamoring for his pound of fl

and mercy were to rule, God's coming kingdom
would be hastened. Truly, blessed are the mrek,
for they dwell in an impregnable castle; they have
a hold on God that the world, the flesh and the
devil cannot break. They can rest where others
are heavy laden and weary; they can be content
where other hearts are being consumed with un-
satisfied longings.

the pure in heart, for they shall see
God." Ai arhoi icious, jealous, or hating,

igh the clouds that rise into the

1, and before he can behold the
hese clouds must vanish.

n and strange to the people seat-
ed on the hillside, but they went away treasuring it

n their hearts, as something precious. They said

leavenly ,

All this

3. By whom sanctified?

(a) By God the Father; "To them that are sanc-
tified by God the Father." Jude 1. "Whom the

ither hath sanctified." John 10: 36; Heb. 2: 10

(«) By Christ. "That he might sanctify and
cleanse it." Eph. 5: 26.

(c) By the Spirit; in the sense that he is used by
the Father and subject to his will. " Because God
hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation
through sanctification of the Spirit." 2 Thess. 2:

13. "Elect according to God the Father through
sanctification of the Spirit." 1 Pet, 1: 2; Rom
.5:16.

(d) We may, in a

66: 1;; I Sam. 16: 15

4 By what meow 1
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man baron who lived in a grand old castle,
^'etched wires from tower to tower, to form an

In a gentle breeze the harp sang
°« and low; but by and by the wind blew, a storm
*««. and amid the crash of the elements, the
""'« gave forth music so grand and majestic, that
was heard near and far.

Christ's sermon on the Mount is like that harp,—
tings soft, heavenly echoes into any life; but,

m,d the heaviest storms of this world's tempta-

taught as om
ses " They
:ribes. That

old,—concerned chiefly with the

nd temple. It was voluminous a:

of the Sabbath, the exact secoi

ding the Sabbath Day, the length of fringe,"thi

ishtng of hands and other outward observances.
Jesus said, " Enter into thy closet and pray to thy
Father in secret." The Pharisee chose a street

and prayed there, while the crowd surged
blind to the truth that self-

having
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and only a few faithfully render the mi

written. Any one hearing the chorus s

manner would say, " That is not the

(/;) Through the Spirit, as

ther. 2 Thess. 2: 13; 1 Pet. I:

(c) By the truth—the Word of God. "Sancti-
fy them through thy truth, thy word is truth."
" That they might be sanctified through the truth,"

John 17: 17, 19. "That he might sanctify and
cleanse it with the washing of water by the word."
Eph. 5: 26. "Through sanctification of the Spirit

and belief of the truth " " unto obedience," 2 Thess.
2: 13; I Pet. 1:2.

5. How is it manifested? Accepting Webster's
definition, we have purification of the affections, al-

ienation from sin and the world, and exaltation to

1 supreme love to God, as the visible manifestation,

*hich is in harmony with the Bible idea. But how
*re we purified? " Purifying their hearts by faith

"

necessary, that Acts 15: 9. "Seeing ye Have purified your souls

n obeying the truth." I Pet. I: 22. "Purge (al-

sayings of Jesus, ienatc) your conscience from dead works to serve

great musi- the living God," Heb. 9: 14. How do we show
chorus of that we have the "supreme love of God?" "He

of that hath my commandments, and kecpeth them,

he it is that loveth me." "If a man love me, he
will keep my words." "He that loveth me not

keepeth not my sayings." John 14: 21, 23, 24.

that I " But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the
originated in the mind of the composer; only a few | love of God perfected." " For this is the love of
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God, that we keep his commandments." i John 2:

5; 5: 6. "We know that we have passed from

death unto life, because we love the brethren"

"By this we know that we love the children of

God (the brethren) when we love God. and keep

his commandments." 1 John 3: 14; 5: 2. There is

no mistaking sanctification when we have such evi-

dence.

6. May we rredit modern claims to sanctifi -atwnf

That depends entirely upon who makes them. It

will invariably be observed that those who make

the loudest claims to sanctification. lay claim also to

some supernatural demonstration in the way of

visions or trances, as a revelation to them that they

are blessed above their fellows,—hence sanctified

It will also he observed that, when the life of those

making such claims is compared with that of many

an humble, unpretentious Christian, there is no

great evidence in their favor, hence the mere claim

of it is not suffi :ient evidence of sanctification.

A genuine article may be so skillfully imitated as

to make it hard to detect the counterfeit, and the

closer the imitation the greater the difficulty and

thegrca'cr the, deception, hence there is greater

danger in preaching " almost " the Gospel, than in

preaching a very small part of it, for, because of its

resemblance to the whole Gospel, more may be de-

ceived thereby.

The magicians of Egypt rivaled Moses with their

enchantments. Ex, 7: 11, 12. Theudas made

great claims, as did also Judas, Acts 5 36, 37, yet

Bible readers know that their claims were not well

founded. Mohammed and Joe Smith made similar

claims, and in more recent times we meet occasion-

ally with those who lay claim to special visions, or

revelations. There is, perhaps, no greater delusion

extant than Mohammedan pretensions. Joe Smith

was a great deceiver, and his life falls far short

when compared with that perfect life of Christ.

This much, at least, may be said of many, who, at

the present day, make loud pretensions to sanctifi-

Recently there turned up, in this city, some par-

ties who started up a meeting, purporting "to get

people good enough to belong to church." It did

not " make any difference what church, just so they

were good enough to belong to church." As is

usually the case, with modern " sanctificationists,"

wonderful pretensions were made, but the more pi-

ous and scripturally informed persons who attend-

ed their services (some with good motives, some

out of mere curiosity),—and saw them waltzing,

dancing, jumping, singing regular old-style banjo

tunes (religious words, however), and tumbling ov-

er on the floor, feigning to be in a trance, men,

women, and children, black and white together,—

were' not favorably impressed with the idea that

their services were calculated to make people much
better. The result has heen several lawsuits, with

apparently very little good, but much evil speak-

ing, an 1 the narrow escape for his life, from a gun-

shot, by one unruly character.

Strange to say, some of our citizens were captivat-

ed by the delusion, and still it goes on. What
weak creatures some of us are! How easily

"tossed about with every wind of doctrine." Such

is the imitation of the genuine article. Every val-

uable article has its counterfeit, but that does not

exclude the reality of the genuine, and while sanc-

tification has its counterfeit, yet it may be said that

all of God's people, in reality, are sanctified, but

sanctified in greater or lesser degrees. 1 Thess. y.

23-

It will be observed that those who are really

most 'anctified have the least to say about it, espe-

cially with reference to themselves. Christ used

the word once, John 17: 19, with reference to him-

self. None of the apostles so used it, and so the

really pious of all ages have little to boast of self.

A wholly sanctified life will manifest itself, and be-

fore we make the claim, we should consult the Bi-

ble; Sermon on the Mount, entire; Eph. 5: 26; John

3: 5; Heb. 10: 2i\ Acts 2; 38; John 13: 14, 15; I Cor

11: 5, 6; Rom. 12: 1, 2; 2 Cor. 13: 12; 1 Tim, 2: 9,

10; John 14: 21, 23; 1 John 2: 5, and 5; 6, Even
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then it is not necessary, for it will speak for itself.

" Where is boasting? It is excluded."

Litchfield, III.

"WATCHMAN, WHAT OF THE NIGHT? "—SECRECY.

MOTTO: " What I say unto you, I say unto all, Watch."

The Cynosure, in a recent issue, has the following

ringing paragraph of warning:

" The spawn of lodgery, often called ' minor secret orders.'

demands more and more attention. If Masonry and Odd-fel-

lowship have felt severely the attacks made upon their strong-

holds, they are making good all losses by training up an army

of young men, whose convictions are being paralyzed in re-

spect to secretism by the swarms of orders, which cover the

hook ol lodgery with the bail of temperance, insurance, patri-

otism, good fellowship, business aids, etc. These people

should understand the nature and effect of these orders— how

Ihey are putting

id yo . him iha

lith, sq

isehold

Secrecy is a work of the night,—a most glaring

species of " works of darkness." It is ever intru-

sive in the State, the business circle, the church,

and the family. With its enticing snares it catches

the unwary. The United Brethren church, in her

lack of watchfulness, went to sleep in a " Delilah's

lap" of secrecy, and when she woke up she found

herself so bound with " cords," and "green withs,"

that she remains a captive safely in the camp of

lodgery.

The same delusive agency is seeking to blind and

ensnare the Brethren. A common source of this

deception is in members of secret orders not fullv

withdrawing all relation from their order on coming

to the church. Very few brethren have fully

looked up the facts on this question. I have pre-

sly stated, and clearly shown, that the legiti-

; way to leave a lodge and withdraw all rela-

tion from it, is to demit. In opposition to the fore-

going, I have the following statement penned to me
bv an elder, in correspondence with me on this

subject. He says:

"A demit may be taken out of a Masonic lodge, , , and

the party still belong to the Lodge. . . It is not likely that a

lodge would grant one of their members a demit to hand in-

to the church, unless it was to deceive the church."

To those who have taken a little pains to look up

the facts on this question, the foregoing looks ex-

edingly irregular and compromising.

We supplement the following array of facts, that

ose who are hungry may be fed, that the thirsty

may have an opportunity to drink:

I. EVIDENCE OF MASONIC AUTHORS.

Demit.—"This is a technical term for the certifi-

cate granted by the lodge to a wiihdrawing mem-
ber. . . The effect of demitting is to release the

member from the attendance upon the regular

meetings of the lodge, from the payment of all

dues and fees, and service upon committees."

—

Dic-

tionary on Freemasonry, by Bcb Morrit.

•• The Grand Master of Alabama (Wood) decid-

ed that the demit was the only means of withdraw-

al known to the institution."

—

Chase s Digest, Page

26j

"A Masonic demit dates from the lodge record,

when the same was granted, and consequently

membership ceases with said date."

—

Reg. III., San-

ford, C. M., Iowa.

This line of proof could be multiplied and remul-

tiplied, but we lack space.

"We, the undersigned brethren of the church,

were free and accepted Masons up to a date near the

time of our uniting with the church. Before unit-

ing with the church we took out demits, which we
yet hold. A demit is the only legitimate way to

leave the Masonic lodge; to leave otherwise would

be dishonorable. This is clearly defined by all

standard authors on Masonry. In our estimation,

any brother who has been a Mason and refuses to

take out a demit, we would look upon him as not

being conscientious; unless, in case by the long

orthy
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period of his non-attendance there would be a large

sum of back dues, which would have to be paid m
the event of granting his demit.

Signed by S. W. Peterson, ex member of Pl Uni

Masonic Lodge, No. 420, Ind,; T. J. Myers, ex-

member of Rossville Masonic Lodge, No. 527, Ind.-
W. H. Ermen trout, ex-member Linden Masonic
Lodge, No. 350, Ind.

For reference we give the name of our w <

brother, Eld. D C Campbell, of Colfax, Ind.,

is found well versed on rules governing secrecy.

The brethren named are all worthy members
f

Bro. Campbell's congregation.

A large volume, of high literarv note, defines thus,

"(1) Demit implies, (a) To give up, lay down,

resign, as an appointment; (b) to dismiss, to re-

lease. (2) (noun)—a letter of dismissal: specially

a recommendation given to a person removing

from one Masonic Lodge to another." Masonic

Lodges issue three kinds of certificates:

1 A traveling certificate, which slates the attain-

ments, standing, and degree of the member. By

this he may be received in his proper relation

wherever he goes. This certificate is called a di-

pt* ma.

2. A certificate of transfer, which is due in mov-

ing membership from one lodge to another. It

clearly defines its mission, and is sometimes called

3. A certificate of dismissal, SUch as is indicated

by the authors quoted, and is the primary meaning

given by the " Standard," as quoted. This is all

clearly seen in Bro. Ermentrout's demit, which he

laid before us,—a printed blank, with stamp and

number of the Lodge. The following i
: a copy:

This is to certify that Bro. W. H. Ermentrout is, at the

date of these presents, a Master Mason in good and regular

standing, and having paid all dues, and being free from all

c h.-irii'c-j, be is, at his own request, by a vote of the Lodge, dis-

missed from the Linden Lodge, No. 350; under the jurisdic-

tion of the Grand Lodge of Indiana.

Given under my hand and the seal of the Lodge at Linden,

this, the 16th day of March A. D. 1889; A, L. 5889.

E. O. Washburn, Sec.

Hence, I leave off as I began: " What I say unto

you, I say unto you all, Watch! "

TWO CHRISTIAN PRINCIPLES APPLIED.

The eternal Theos, our Father, announces, by the

Holy Ghost, that he " commendeth his love

towards us, in that, while we were yet sinners,

Christ died for us. Much more then, being now

justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath

through him," or " we shall be saved by his life."—

Rom. 5.: 8, 9, 10.

The Father fovrd his enemies, Moved by this

pure affection he gave his Son to atone for us, to

reconcile us to himself, to propitiate himself. In

thus giving the dearest, most lovable being he had

in the universe, for enemies, he demonstrated his

love,—eppded it to others. This is a pure and un-

doubted instance of principle applied.

The Son, our Redeemer, came, taught, died, arose,

asrended, and with the Father sent the Holy Spirit.

In doing all this he manifested his love ; applied it

in a tangible, knowable form. His words ended in

deeds or acts, and no one can misunderstand a

theory or teaching when thus put in form, or ap-

plied. He did not say and then not do as he said.

Jesus, to those who would believe on him, said:

" Take, eat, this is my body." Matt. 26: 26. Does

that Christian who applies this by doing it, observe

the principle laid down by Jesus? " If ye love me,

ye will keep my commandments." John 14: 15- Who

dare say he does not? And more: Of the cup he

said: " Drink ye all of it" Matt. 26: 27. Does that

man, who observes this command, demonstrate,

that far, his love for Jesus? Does he not give thus

an outward, tangible expression of his heart condi-

If, then, by giving heed to the two command-

ments of Jesus, with reference to the Sacrament 01
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llie
bread and cup, is a clear and undoubted evi-

dence of Divine principle, exemplified or put into

practical form by hum n beings, who say they

|0Ve their Savior, what c> n be said of the applica-

tion of another tangible and understandable form

of love, expressed by the words: " Salute one another

with a holy hss? " Rom 16: 16. The principle is

love; the "holy kiss" is that principle applied or

expressed.

If Matt. 26: 26, 27 should not go unheeded by the

Ch'istian believer, becau e founded in love, should

not Rom. 16: 16 and 1 Peter 5: 14 be observed,

with equal eagerness, out ofa heart of love, because

.. the kiss of peace " ema nated from the same Be-

ing as the " Loaf ' and ' Cup? " The principle in

either is right doing, or righteousness founded on

spel

Christ. The principle of the Kucharist terminates

in a right act in and by the believer, and each step

ein is in perfect agreement with the motions of

Deity toward his chosen ones. No less is the prin-

:iple of love directed along the line of application

n Rom. 16: 16, to terminate in Christ-right'
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went on from place to place, preaching th>

of salvation to all who would hear, believe

cept. When driven away from Iconium, they went
to Lystra and Derbe, on the fame mission, and,

though followed by the Jews with hate, spite, and
falsehood, their purpose was unabated. Souls

must be saved at all hazards, and they felt that it

was their work to help to do it.

The lesson we \

ture is always a

ments may chang
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LESSON LIGHT-FLASHES.

Paul Preaching to the Oentiles—Acts 14: 11-22.

Lesson for May lb.

This lesson seems to be a complement to the last

one, and shows the make-up of the man. Mission-

ary work always has been an up grade experience,

and only those who are imbued fully with the spir

it of it will make a success of it. Love for ap-

plause, or a desire for prominence, may call forth a

moderate effort, but to meet affl ction and persecu-

tion requires a man who not only loves souls, but

who feels the terrible weight of their going to ruin

and eternal perdition. Such an one was the apos-

tle Paul. He was willing to sacrifice or be sacri-

ficed, that he might save some. Because of this,

he placed no estimate on his own life or the possi-

bilities he possessed for his aggrandizement or en-

joyment. All this was filthy rags to him, compared

with the salvation of souls. Earnestness and zeal

are not enough to make so great a work a success.

It means a life work,—bringing into action all the

powers and energies of the soul. In the lite-work

of this man of God we have the culmination of

these forces. His life was set for the salvation of

men,— first to the Jew, and then to the Gentile and

the world.

We next notice that the preparation, wisdom, and

discretion needful for the conversion of the Jew

was equally appropriate and essential in his efforts

among the Gentiles. At one place they were ready

to gnash on him with their teeth,—to slone him or

eut him in sunder, and at the next—to extol him to

'he skies. When they said: " The gods are come

down to us in the likeness of men," they not only

looked upon Barnabas and Paul as being great men,

but were ready to sacrifice to them as gods. Such
are the spirits that must be met by those who
Would save men from the power of sin. But here

Were men who were ready to be abused or exalted

Without affecting their zeal or purpose. They

It is the po»er of God unto salvat

must be applied,—and by us. It t

such a way that a saving relation

between the one who would save, ;

saved.

Another thought in this lesson should be espe-

cially encouraging to us,—that is the opening of

the way for the salvation of the Gentile as well as

the Jew. This was the fulfilling of the prophecy

made by Christ at Jacob's well, to the Samaritan

woman. The time was coming and now is, when
they that would \

or the holy hills

ship, must do S'

stroke of the great Master, the scope was so wi-

dened that the whole world was embraced.

From Jerusalem, the grand center, the gladsome

sounding of good news went southward, northward,

and westward, so that kingdoms, empires, and con-

tinents were reached,— one after another,—and

finally came across the great sea to our own land,

where the blessed light is dotting our western

world with churches and chapels, as the stars deco-

rate the heavens, so that, from these, and our thou-

sands of Sunday schools, the glorious light of the

Gospel is being reflected back again into the dark

places of the East, from whence, because of sin,

the candlesticks have been removed. The Pauline

mission uas to the uttermost parts of the earth, and

the isles of the sea. Wherever there was darkness,

there the light was to go,—there the standard of

the cross was to be planted. The mission-field is

world-wide, and our field for work is wherever souls

are found outside of Christ, or the church of his

kingdom.

Then, too, the teaching has for its purpose more

than that of bringing people into the church. This

is a great accomplishment, because it is the first

thing to do. To be unborn is to be dead, with the

hope of being born to life. But to die after being

born again is to be eternally lost, because, for a

third birth, no provision has been made. Henre

the exhortation continues: "Confirming the souls

of the disciples and exhorting them to continue in

the faith, and that we must, through much tribula-

tion, enter into the kingdom of God."

1. Don't put off the study of the Sunday school

lesson until Sunday morning. You may get up too

late to give it much attention; besides, that is not

business. A better plan would be to begin, on
Sunday afternoon, the study of the lesson for the

following Sundav. Studv it a little each day (read

at least the daily home readings), and when time

for recitation comes, you will find that you have

the lesson fairly digested Only digested fond does

the system any good. The same truth applies to

spiritual food.

2. Don't miss a lesson for any reason that would

not keep you from trading in town nor from attend-

ing a sale, It might not look consistent to those

who are in the habit of est. mating the virtue of

Christianity by the way Chrisliins do.

3. Don't think you can ever know much about

the Bible without study. I have never sei-n a sam-

ple of the fellows who do know much of anything

without having studied for it. There is no royal

road to knowledge of any kind, except the road

which is macadamized with the granite of hard and

persistent study.

4 Don't think you already know enough about

the Bible. If you do, you certainly know but little.

Dr. Trumbull says: " Those who have gotten most

from the Bible are those who arc yet expecting to

get most from it." The more we get, the more we

see what there is yet possible for us to get.

5. Don't send the children to Sunday school. Go
and take them That is one of the best means of

your getting there yourself.

6 Don't think vou are old enough to graduate at

about sixteen. As a matter of fact, many young

men do graduate from the Sunday school at about

that age. Go on and take the higher courses If

your school does not offer a higher course, call on

your superintendent, and make your wants known.

By " higher course," we mean a really live Bible

class, worthy the patronage of studious yo ng p :u-

ple. This calls for a live and studious teacher, who

to ha
t is one thing to h

rid, and quite anothei

sed up into manhood

ny die as live, becaust

>per training. God does no

the spiritual birth, but such

en there is a lack of care, 1

child born into the

urtured and

nhood Ou
of the lack of care anc

:s not want it to be so aft

the possibilitiet

re, and feeding.

faith,Persons are not only to be brought into th.

but are to be so nurtured and fed that they will

tinue therein. As there are dangers attending

natural life' of the child, so there are dangers

tending the spiritual life. As the natural child

needs fatherly and motherly care and wati

does the new-born child into the kin|

Christ. For this caring and watching we

Christian homes, the churches and the Sunday

schools, and in this lesson we have this dual work

plainly set forth. Let us teach that men,

and children must be born again,— must bi

ated from the world and be united with the church,

that they must become workers in the vineyard of

the Lord,—that this union must remain in force un-

to the end,—that the crown is not to be had in the

beginning of the race, not in the middle, but in the

end, h. p.. n.

kno ; his bus

7. Don't think the Sunday school is (or children

only, or even mostly. The Sunday school is the

Bible school of the church. It should be com-

posed of all the church together studying God's

Word, and many others, upon whom you have your

eye as prospective members of the church. The

purpose of the Sunday school is to make Christians

of those who are not Christians, and to make better

Christians of those who are Christians. This does

not look much like being for children, only, does

it?

8, Don't work so hard during the week that your

mind is unfit for worship and study on Sunday.

That is a rather poor way to give the Lord one-

9 Don't say the Sunday school is a new thing,—

a new-fangled idea. Jesus and his apostles proba-

bly had a better training in the Bible school ol the

synagogue than you are giving your children.

ro Don't think you are helping the Sunday

school if you are simply not opposing it. If you

were to die. or to move to some other community,

would your Sunday school get along just as well

without you? Are you helping >our Sunday

school? You should di so.

11. Don't depend upon the preacher to teach you

all about the ways of the Lord That is the Ro-

man Catholic method. Arc you in favor of the

Roman Catholic method of teaching in the church?

By our method, it is the duty of the minister and

Sunday school workers to feed the people and to teach

them to feed themseves. We feed babies until wc

can teach them to feed themselves. Can you feed

yourself?

12. Don't favor putting your Sunday school into

cold storage in the fall, to be thawed out somo

time after Ground Hog Day.

McPhfton, Kam.
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OUK MISSIONARY READING CIRCLE.

Ooui'so of Reading.
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I Humeri Mn(l*t,"

irsxtt gospel jyr-ESSJRisrooHrR.

God in its entire fullness,

—

no more, no less. It is just as wrong

to teach not all as it is to teach more. Now I (ear some will

be held fearfully responsible for nut teaching our people <ill

things. Such texts as Matt. 28: 10 and 1 Cor. 16: 2, and the

like, have been too much neglected. We cannot reasonably

hold those entirely responsible who are taught, but the teach-

ers are also responsible. More teaching is what we need.

Teach all things.

Now I have a suggestion to offer to our Circle officers.

Since each congregation in the Rrotherhood has, or ought to

have, a missionary solicitor, and since it is also a fact that they

have not been very diligent in their work (1 do not speak this

of all of them, nor do I wish to speak reproachfully, but sim-

ply to edification and Grid's glory), simply because they have

not full knowledge of the terrible need of humanity, I suggest

that the Circle make arrangements to present a copy of " Do
Not Say" to each one of our missionary solicitors,

A live, wide-awake missionary solicitor, full of the Holy
Ghost,— one willing to sacrifice time, pleasure, and even life

itself, if necessary,—would be a wonderful blessing to our

Brotherhood. The bands of our Mission Hoards are tied for

CIRCLE NOlES.

BY JAMES M NEFF.

Again we have the pleasure of reporting the fol-

lowing list of

694, C. W. Zimmerman, Mt. Solon, Va.; 69$,

Anna Kirkpatrick, South English, Iowa; 696, Mary
L. Bucher, Astoria. 111.; 697, D A Rummel, 110

Main St., Roxbury, Johnstown, Pa.; P98, Mrs. Wm.
E. White, Lafayette, Ind ; 699, Wm. E. White, Lafa-

yette, Ind.; 700, L. R. DonUvy, 1622 N. Fifth St.,

Harrisburg. Pa.; 701, Sue E. Bashor, Marleay,

Oregon; 702, Florence E. Young, New Windsor,

Md.; 703, Fannie R. Young, New Windsor, Md.;

704, Mary C. Andes, New Market, Va.; ,05, Eva
Younce, Covington, Ohio; ?a6, Libbie Rench, Cov-

ington, Ohio; 707, Clara Mohler Covington, Ohio;

708, Laura McClary, Covington, Ohio.

This list raises our membership above the 700

mark, which we have been striving for; but as the

70J was only a way-mark on the road to 1 ,000, let us

rejoice and go on When we have work that is

good and pleasant, it should be a perpetual source

of comfort to us to know that there is more of it to

do.

Our Secretary has recently received

A LETTER WITH A SUGGESTION IN IT,

from Bro. C. K. Burkholder, of Octavia, Nebr.,

which, I think, it will be well for all our Circle mem-
bers and others to consider with us. He writes:

—

Edith R. Nrwcomeb,
Waynesboro, Pa.

Dear Sister;—Your kind letter came to hand and caused

me l rejuice in your holy enthusiasm to work for Jesus. In I

Cor. 6: 1q, the apostle teaches that we are not our own. God
has purchased us with a price. The price was a great one in-

deed, yet not extravagant on God's part, because He realizes

the full worth of a soul; and I wish we could. This would be
a wonderful incentive to urge us on to duty.

Since we arc not our own, we must, of necessity, belong to

some one, and that one is God, therefore God has the right oi

unlimited proprietorship. We are his creatures, and neither

we, nor anything which we seem to possess, are our own. He
demands of us our entire time and talents. See 1 Cor. 10: 31.

He gives and takes without consultation or apology, and ihis

is 10 be lor our good (Rom. 8: 28); and it also shows that he
exercises his right as Proprietor,

His creative power and inexhaustible wisdom have been
exercised for the production of our own best g<cd and highest

temporal and eternal happiness. He is moved to bless us

cause of his own independent goodnesi. He is our Creator and
has created us a little lower than the anitcls, in his own image
and liktmess.

He is also our Protector. He has preserved our l'ves from
many dangers, and, while we were living m sin and without
power 10 make atonement for the least one, he sent his own
Sun, who sulfered nnd died thai we might live. O, il is sun >ly

wonderful! The desire of my heart is that I might fully real-

ize what God, through Christ, has dime for m*. and that I

deed we can) to the realisation of this, we would be all aflame
with a desire to win souls to Jesus,—not from compulsion, but
from love.

The Bible,—what a wonderful mission hook! The chnrch
is, and alwavs has been, slow lo comprehend its sublime mis-
sion. In Epb, \ 11 we learn that the gilt of teaching was
giver, to some. This implies that some needed to be taught.
And what i 5 [he subject to be taught? The holy Word of

; the money, 1

) heed the Mas
God,

lins for

ctical t

; 10 get it ava

.ching along
Ible for the Lord's use. A little

line would do us good.

I rejoice in I Cor 15: 58. Now may the Holy Spirit t

tinue to inspire our thoughts, and may God keep us all for

service! May 1 Thess. 2: 16, 17, be your lot!

Fraternally,

C. K BUKKHO'DEI

I wish to supplement Bro. Burkholde

tion with a few words. [ belli

-ill ! nriir

the good Spirit

That little book,
' Do Not Say," is all afire wit

it knocks out all the props that support objectors

to mission work. It only costs ten cents and

should be in the hands of every one of our solicit-

ors,—both for the sake of the solicitor and the so-

licited. Sister Newcomer will receive donations, to

be used in the purchase and mailing of these

books, and names of the missionary solicitors in

the various congregations may also be sent to her,

and the good work may begin at once. There is no

better time to enter upon this movement than now.

If you are a solicitor and have read " Do Not Say,"

write Sister Newcomer not to send you another

copy. Send along ten cents, if you can spare it,

and the name of some other solicitor who should

read it. If you have not read it, buy it for your-

self, if you can afford to, read it and lend it to some
other solicitor. If you are not a solicitor, send in a

donation (your own and others) or a list of names,

or both, and help the good work along.

GETTING AN EDUCATION.

BY HOWARD MILLER.

A young man writes me a letter asking mv ad-

vice about getting an education, His condition is

that of thousands of other youth of both sexes and

it is an ever living question, and will continue to be

such as long as there are ambitious boys and girls

in the world. The writer asks me what he shall

study, what he shall read, to secure what he calls

an education. N >w the answer to all this is so im-

portant that I will make it the text of a Messenger

In the first place, What is an education? It is a

little hard to give an intelligent answer in a few

words, but it is easier to tell what it is not. It is

not a course of reading, for a man or woman may
read a thousand books and not be an educated per-

son as a result. He may have a large amount of

information, but it is not education. The best

proof of it is in the fact that if you give such per-

son pen and ink and assign a subject, the chances

are that he cannot write a column of matter that

will hang together well, and it will be more of a re-

hash of whit he has read than an embodiment of

original ideas.

There is not one person in a thousand who can

take books and work out a systematic education by
himself, It is true that, here and there in the world,

is a man who has done this, but it is so exceptional-

ly rare as to constitute it the justification of the

statement that it cannot be done as a rule. I have
known quite a number of oldish and middle-aged
people take it into their heads that they would
study grammar. It comes more or less to him who
has recently been elected to the ministry, and I
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have often been asked to advise such as to th
books and the methods to be chosen. I have neve
had the heart to say to them that they are under
taking a practical impossibility. But I have ntve
known one to succeed. The truth is told in the old
copybook phrase that there is no royal road to
learning. There are no short cuts to systematic ed-

If you think otherwise you are only de-

e thing that has

ghtful and the

°f opin-

If th

cupied the attention of the

irned it is education and th

nly be had i

the hands
best and

1 instructor, if

school, one year of it will put you
:n years of self-blundering, The
than half of school work is disri

edge

available form

you go to a goo'

on farther than

fact is, that mor
plinary and not practical,

ready for work, It puts ai

renders them effective in tl

arise in the world of thought

educated man sees only the si<

him. The educated man sees all sides at

comes to a correct conclusion at once,

cated man has a tool that is sharp of

thorough in temper. The uneducated

content himself with a tool that is blunt and yield-

ing in action. Now the way, the best way, and it

might be said, the only way, to acquire these de-

sired facilities of mind is through some good
school. I advise my querist to go to school and to

stick to it till he graduates. Then he will have an

intellectual outfit that will enable him to read and

understand. The process cannot well be reversed,

and it will only be inviting disaster and defeat to

i-s a man
wits that

emergencies that

d action. The un-

of a thing next to

edge and

try it.

young 1

nes the question of the cost, If the

who reads this article has a parent who
will leave him something when he dies, it would be

a good bargain to say to his father, that if he fur-

nished the money he might deduct it from his in-

heritance. If this is not the case, I would go to

some man who had money, and bargain for the

amount, with the agreement that it would be re-

turned out of the first earnings. There are thou-

sands of such cases. If this is out of the question,

then there are societies and funds available, though

this is a poor way. It is better not to be bound by

even the silken ties of gratitude for an education, if

you can possibly work it out for yourself. And it

is possible, and it has been done thousands and

thousands of times. In some way, not now fore-

seen, you will get through. It may be a hard pull,

but in the end you will be the better for the strug-

gle. No one, not familiar with the facts, has any

idea how many young persons there are in every

college who are helped one way and another. One

that I know of h

out of every ten ;

in financial \vays.

how

seventy per cent, that is, seven

assisted in what they are doing

It is better to be independent,

o man anything.

d1 to attend, the answer is the

for preparatory work, and when

As to what schc

one nearest home
ready for college,

best for a Dunker boy or girl who hopes to be a

member as time progresses. It is better for birds

of a feather to keep themselves together, in every

way. If it is a fact that all this is utterly out of the

question, and that reading is the only thing left, I

would advise the first-class authors. I do not mean

by this that you should read something that is dis-

tasteful to you, and this is what is usually thrust

before an inqui-er, who is offered a history when he

wants light literature The rule in reading is about

the same as in eating,—take_ that which you like

best, and which agrees with you, no matter what

the doctors say in either <-ase. The "Spectator" is

a good book, and so is " Robinson Crusoe," though

it is a long cry between them. Take the one you

find most pleasure in reading. I never knew any

good to come from making people read what they

had no taste for. Then the companionship of edu-

cated men is a great help. All told, the gateway to

all human knowledge is wide open, and all who

will may enter freely and roam in each and every

field.

Leivisburg, Pa,
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Possibly the reason that ycm get no joy out

of your religion is because you put no joy and

God's mathematics are not like man's.

"One shall chase a thousand and two put—not

two thousand but—ten thousand to flight."

A foreign missionary put a thoughtful

question to an audience, on one occasion, when
he asked, " Which is the ' foreign nation ' i

thought of God? "

Alore than half the foreign missionaries are
women, many of whom are comparatively
alone, fighting against the evils of heathendom.

Have you noticed how surely the sunflower
follows the sun, or the needle the loadstone?
So surely does your heart follow Us treasure.
N'oie well, then, where your treasure is.

During the persecution of the Christians in

China, some months ago, one mission station

was looted and some of the missionaries killed.

Among them were two workers whose aged
mother was living in England. Friends soughl
to break the news gently to the mother, but
when it was told her, the first expression that

passed her lips was, " Oh, that I had two other

children to take their place at once." What a
noble spirit for the saving of souls and for the

" You Missionary Board people arc regular

professional beggars.
1

aren't you?' jokingly
remarked a business man not long ago. " They
ire more than that," replied his pastor, who
,vas standing near. "They are the Lord's in-

ndyo iild ge, nf the idea that tin

A little boy, between four and live years of

ge, was one day reading to his mother in the

lew Testament, and when he came to these

'ords, "The foxes have holes, and the birds of

ne air have nests, but the Son of man hath not

'here to lay his head," his eyes filled with

lined gush of

other, "I ;

The population of the Dark Continent
eslimated at 200,000,000, and there are less than

1,200 missionaries in the vast field, or 01

each 160,000 people.

It Is stated that to each 470 people i

United States there is one ordained mm
while in heathen lauds there is only one

sionary to each 130,000 people.

Adoniram Judson said the men wante

missionary service are men who live ne;

God, and are willing to suffer anything for

Christ's sakewithout being proud of it.

Do not let the many and varied interests of

the springtime cause any lack of interest in the

salvation of souls. Summer time is a splendid

time for the devil to work, and Death is as

Mr. J. Nettleton, of Fiji Island, stales that

the native schools of that island sent, last year,

nearly $25,000 for the spread of the Gospel in

other lands. What a comment on the activity

of Christians in America!

It is not the business of the Christian to be

worrying about how so few will be the means
of saving the vast multitude of heathen; it is

his business to do his part willingly and ear-

nestly and let the rest with God.

1 told an Edinburg enngrega-

A group of Hottentots were present at a

missionary meeting in London, when one of

'hem expressed their feelings, in broken Eng-
lish, thus: "What pity 'tis, what sin 'tis, that

you so many years got this heavenly bread and
hold it for yourselves; not give one little bit,

°ne crumb to poor heathen; there are so much
heaihcn, but you have 50 much bread you
w"uld no! miss what vou give, because the Lord

J«us would bless and then you would have

if 1 had been there, I w

:iy pillow." A childish

of love and tendeme:

uld have giv

blessed Son of Ma

0, TO BE SOMETHING I

O, to be something for Jesus!

Perfected body and soul;

Made ready and strong for servi

Made useful, pure and whole;

Thoughts that shall blossom in r

Hands that toil ever, nor tire,

Eeet that are swiftest for duty.

And Pentecost's tongue of fire

O, for the tender pleading

1* riL.ni when lit- 1^ absolutely wrong, and when
11 comes to jiving to the Lord, one is much
more likely to feel unable, than able, to give as
the Lord has prospered him.

I lo not measure your giving by what you can
spare after you have supplied v-.ui ., Il with all

" ll " luxuries that you desire, 11 you do, the
luxuries will never fail ami the Lord's work
will go empty-handed. If the tenth of the lux-
uries of life were given to the Lord's 1 tuse,
there would be a great revival in the church
and among missions.

Dor
1 by 1

give and not miss u Most ot us work hard
for i'\ ei'v cent vn 111.1I-,

the Lord's cause wi I have nothlns m tin

Then, too, blessings d< noi follow this kind ot

giving. If you seeh a blessing from the Lord,
make a sacrifice, Il 1 sure 1 How,
Do not withhold yoi

not have enough Ecu \ 10 I'usii.rv, < )r your liv

ine. alter giving all th. the Spirii prompts you

oh ye of little faith-'" l liuik sou, if he bh sscd

the portion lh,n properly belongs 1

tin hand, let your giving be done
intelligently. Open your eyes to the white
fields of the world ready for the harvest! Look
at your own county and see how nun h ye! is

mil reached by the Gbspel! Take yourschool
geographj and see how larg< youi State is. and
remember that the church of the Brethren has
far from 01 cupied one-half the an-.. ,.1 any one
State in the Union. Turn to the world map
and see whole grand divisions, such .is Africa,

practically without the Gospel, i*hen, befon
stopping your investigation, have a talk with

Jesus about the pans of the world without the

Gospel and learn what his desire towards you
is concerning them.

,,/ih-

head, Taouism and Buddhism.— all antedating
the Christian religion, and charactertied by in-

iiuiin.-i.dih rites .md 1 eru monies. Si range U is,

however, that frequently adherents to two, and
sometimes even to all three, of thesi religions,

are to be found, in consequence the land is

crowded with idols .\w\ temples, .md yel re-

ligion has no real hold on the people. Tins is

explained by one of their principal maxims,
" Ri i"' 1 the gods, but keep them at a dis-

tance." How comforting the Christian's prom-
l " 1 '' ' partson."Draw neat to God, and he

tied or allow hi msel I to be buried, or begin am
important business, 1 k< i pi on th< dai selci ted,

othei superstitions, but what does the ( hina-

man tell us? Il<- says: " Do you know that our
country is called the 'Celestial Empire,' the

'Flowery Kingdom,' and that all who do not

reside within its limits we call 'Barbarians'?
Are you aware that the art of printing, the

wide and strong, thai six men could ride

abreast on the top, a wall containing materia!

enough to girdle the earth at the equator with

a wall twelve feet high and foui feet thick?

greater magnitude than the "Wall of CI 1'

to their Northern invaders.

van. Kciiu 11I.. 1

blood so freely she

the salvation that

He;

The
nade

For the touch of His inhr

The strength of His rej

Christlike to live and ser

According to His comn
—Christ

HOW SHALL I GIVE TO MISSION WORK?

giving by what youi

If you do you will

ir your neighbor, ii

jly you 1

Do not r

ually have

jived, and these,

. of thanksgiving

uch as ye did it unto one of the least

y brethren," is what Christ

hen he meets you in judgme it, and n

atching your giving to sec i( you a

at which will be favorable evidence

Give in/aitk. II the results of missions a

t what you would like to have them or h

ve they ought to be, possibly your giving h

t been in proper faith. Give, fully trustir

: Lord with result-, for he is better able

1 1h.11

ours to give, believing, and the Lord's

for good.

Give -weekly as the I '•></ l<.i* prosp

One of the great difficulties in givit

the 1 suits are 1.

u do not have an opportunity to give di-

1 each week to the Lord's work, have a

on bo\ at home, and there weekly throw

t as the Lord has prospered you, idd from

draw for the needs "I miss s as wise

stewards, doing it all heartily as unto ihe Lord.

A PERIOD, three hundred years before the

:all of Abraham, marks the beginning of that

driest of existing nations,— the Chinese Em-
lire. In -point of population only India ap-

iroaches China as to number of inhabitants

>er square mile; in territory, one-tenth of the

At one place a man sod to .1 missionary,

You say we must noi do en. , nor In . m .1.

nor scold people, this is a irer> Jtrange doi

trine." The people frequently admit that the

religion 1^ g I, but, -is they say, " loo good for

us." They rlo not wibh to give up thcii sm^.

Many people in thesi 1 nitcd States often feel

liki Hi..-
i

r t lin.i-M
. though Ibi i nn - '

d so h si as to confess lh.ii tiny 1 .0 1

.mil will not live without swearing, deceiving

and scolding.

( im-iiy among the poor and ignorant has

lied I.- ..1

:arcnc I here an rei irds, howi 1

isioiially, persons ot rank and sel

braced the Truth, and became l

npeti pla.

ally the religion of a country is of i

e, in studying its genera! characteri

iua has three prim ipal reli ,
1

jljgton, of which the emperor is t

The mam nope ol mission work among the

Chinese rests upon the Christian education of

the young, but even in this work many unrea-

sonable prejudtCI 3 muSl be overcome. Vet, by

proper methods .md judicious efforts, notable

.ilions, anil it - 1I11 in a in- <_:-. "I In!

>rk, that point out .1 plan of ai tion for the di-

re. While the Brethren have not yei enu red

e held, the open doors and unbo led op-

irlurnliL'S iiri|iress upon us, in 110 m.mm

anner, the importance of carrying he

aster's last ami great Commissi)

tli, 11 the"Flmverj Kingdom," th. I ur. 1 ol

i, the"Roseof Sharon."
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Eld. D. A. Miller, of Le Mars, Iowa, we are

glad to no'e, is improving in health. He was

anointed with oil in the name of the I. id, and

from that time began to improve. He asks an in-

terest in the prayers of all God's people.
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Bro. Solomon Stonek is to represent the Eas

crn District of Maryland on the Standing Commil

tee The District sends two papers to the Annua

Meeting.

Bro. E.J. Nbhek. Hollywood, Ala., writes tha

he is very much pleased with his new 6eld of labor

but would greatly appreciate the assistance of som.

faithful and earnest workers.

We are requested to state that the feast in the

Bird in Hand house, Lancaster Co., Pa., will be

held May 20 and 21, instead of June 20 and 21, as

has been announced heretofore.

UN INT stated, last week, that

the District Meeting for Southern Ohin would be

held in the Lower Stillwater church, May 18. It

should have read Lower Twin church. See special

notice on page 302 of this issue.

Bro. C. H. Balsbaugh thinks he will not be able

to attend the Annual Meeting this year. We are

certain that his many friends would enjoy meeting

him there. We trust that circumstances will so

shape themselves that he may be able to attend.

Eld. I. D. Parker has now returned to his home
at Elkhart, Ind. Under date of April 29 he writes:

'* By God's blessing we reached our home to-day

in safety, and found our friends well. We had a

pleasant stop en route with our friends in Kansas."

The address of Bro. B. B. Whitmer is changed

from Quinter, Kans , to McLiuth, Jefferson Co,
Kans. We understand that Bro, Whitmer will

hereafter give more especial attention to the min-

istry, having disposed of his business interests, in

order to devote himself more fully to the work of

the Lord.

In answer to inquiries, referring to the meetings
to be held at Frederick, Md., the week preceding

Annual Meeting, Bro. Royer wishes us to say that

the day meeting will consist of Bible readings on,

first, "The Fundamental Doctrines of Salvation, as

Taught in the Gospels by the Savior; " second, " The
Exemplification of Those Doctrines, as Given in

the Acts of the Apostles; ''third, "Apostolic Church
Extension and Missionary Work." Every one at-

tending should be provided with a Bible and take

part in these readings, The evening meetings will

consist of sermons on live subjects. While these

meetings will prove interesting to all, they will be

especially profitable to ministers and Sunday school
workers, and it is to be hoped that many of our
brethren and sisters in the F.ast will avail them-
selves of the opportunities offered them, by these

meetings.

Are we drifting? Read Bro. Howard Miller's

article, in our last issue, on the subject and think.

It is always dangerous to drift. Let us pull up

stream, lest the almost imperceptible drifting car

ry us us out into the swift current which bears

downward all who enter it, to the whirlpool of

worldlyism.

Bro, Geo. L, McDonaugh, well known to many
of our readers, spent a day with us last week. He
was on his way to the West, via the Northern Pa-

cific R R. His address is changed from 42 South

Third Street, to 2111 North Seventeenth Street,

Philadelphia, Pa. His correspondents will please

note this change of address.

Our readers must not permit themse'ves to be

misled in regard to the Full Report of the Annual
Meeting. It should be borne in mind that we print

the only carefully edited report And since we
have been doing this work for the Brotherhood for

so many years, and are always expected to make
arrangements for the purpose, and have already

made our arrangements for bringing out the report

of the coming Conference, it is not likely that

either the Meeting itself, or the Standing Commit-
tee, would grant the privilege to other part es; es

pecially so, since there is not enough in it to pay
for publishing more than one report. This Full

Report, in connection with the "Annual Meeting

News," which we shall give in the Messenger, will

enable our readers 10 get the full proceedings of

the Conference in every necessary particular. The
irice of the Report will be the same as heretofore,

5 cents each, or S2 50 per dozen. We can book
rders at any time.

RAILWAY RATES TO OUR ANNUAL CONFERENCE.

Some inquiries are being made as to rates to our

coming Conference, to be held at Frederick, Md.,

next month. Up to the present time we have not

been able to secure a satisf .ctory rate. The rail-

ways are under pressure and are not so ready to

give a low rate. We are hoping to hear each day

that the request for a rate of one fare for the round

trip has been granted, The attendance at the

Meeting will largely depend on the rate.

The Central Passenger Association, territory east

of Chicago and west of the Ohio River, recom-

mended at their meeting of April 7, to the Joint

Traffic Association, that a rate of one fare for the

round trip be authorized for the Meeting; tickets to

be sold May 31 and June 1 and 2. The tickets to

be good to return for thirty days, with one stop-

over privilege on the return trip between Frederick

and the Ohio River.

The Joint Traffic Association has not as yet acted

on this recommendation. As soon as such action

is had we will report in these columns. Until the

rate is settled, east of Chicago, the Western Passen-

ger Association does not seem willing to make a

rate over its lines. The Committee of Arrange-

ments are doing all they can to secure rates, and

we are seconding their efforts to the best of our

ability. We believe our people are entitled to a

half-fare rate under the rules, and we shall use our

best endeavors to secure the most favorable condi-

tions possible, for those who desire to attend the

Conference. d l. m.

THE CHICAQO MISSION.

Recently we spent a few days in the City of

Chicago, and enjoyed several meetings with the

members of the church, at their little house of

worship at 183 Hasiings Street. We were gratified

at the large attendance at both the regular preach-

ing services and at the Sunday school. There has

been a marked increase in the numbers present at

these service?. While there are many discourage-

ments to be met, our workers may take courage

from the fact that their labors are appreciated.

At the Sunday school about one hundred were
present, and a more orderly and well-behaved lot

of children could hardly be found anywhere. The
morning preaching service was also largely attend-

ed, and while not so many were present in the

evening, still the attendance was encouraging

Bro. W. R. Miller, the minister in charge, and the

Mission workers, Sistcs Lizzie Howe, Susie Forney

and Cora Cripe, are doing what they can to push the

work forward. Daring the last year thirteen were

received into fellowship by bartism, The outlo< k

for future success is as good as can be expected

under existing circumstances. The problem of city

mission work has not yet been solved by our

church. The one great need of Chicago is a better

house of worship in a better location. The pur-

chase of an old house of worship, in a locality

marked by the failure of those who have it for sale,

is not the best course to pursue. Tbt

ment in favor of such a policy,— be>

cheap,—fails in the after-experience, when it is

learned that, after all, what appeared to be cheap

would have been dear at a much lower price.

We hope the day is not far distant, when the Chi-

cago church will enjoy both a better location and a

better house in which to worship. d. l. m.

argu-

In the eighth chapter of the Acts we have an ac-

count of the conversion of the eunuch, a very re-

markable man. He stood very high in the king-

dom of Ethiopia, holding a position of honor and

great trust. He was doubtless a Jewish proselyte

and now and then came to Jerusalem to worship in

the great temple.

It was while on one of these visits that he met
Philip, a Christian preacher, who, by an angel, had

been directed to go down to the road running from

Jerusalem to Gaza. The eunuch was then return-

ing, and was probably not very far from Gaza. He
invited Philip to occupy a seat with him in his

chariot. He was likely accompanied by quite a

company of his queen's subjects and servants, and

one of them was driving the team that drew the

chariot. At the time Philip met him he was read-

ing that part of Isaiah (53: 7, 8) where the suffering

and death of Jesus are mentioned. He was not

then able to understand to what this Scripture re-

ferred. It was a question in his mind as to wheth-

er the prophet was speaking of himself or some

other person.

The eunuch had reason for being puzzled over

this question. He had doubtless spent several days

at Jerusalem—possibly a few weeks,—and during

that time may have heard much concerning Jesus,

who had been crucified about a year before.

The city was still filled with all kinds of ru-

mors concerning the strange prophet, as the Jews

regarded him, and his followers. The apostles

were doing some most earnest preaching in the

city, and performing miracles that astonished even

the skeptics.

Then these apostles persisted in their claims con-

cerning the resurrection of Jesus from the dead.

We may, with propriety, conclude that the eunuch

even heard one or more of them preach, and he

may have heard them quote this very Scripture,

and apply it to Christ, maintaining that Isaiah

there refers to the resurrection of Jesus. In fact

the mind of the eunuch may have become deeply

concerned about this matter. So it was no more

than natural that he should be found sitting in his

chariot, pondering over the words of Isaiah. To

him it was clear that if the prophet referred to an
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rsides himself, then these strange preachei

alem had a strong text in defense of the

It was, then, fortunate for him that Philip— a min-

ister of ability—came to his assistance, prepared to

answer the question that was disturbing his mind.

Taking this for his text—and doubtless it was a fa-

vorite text among the apostles—he probably ex-

plained, in a very brief manner, the whole Christian

system, as well as narrated to the E hiopian the

life of Christ, and described in a graphic manner

the resurrection and the occurrences on the Day
of Pentecost.

This proved sufficient to convince him that Jesus

was truly the Christ, and that it was his duty to ac-

cept him as such. So he demanded and received

Christian baptism at the hands of Philip. With a

heart filled with both love and joy, he continued

his journey through Egypt and far up the river

Nile, uniil he reached his home, in the capital of

his nation, in Africa, not far from the eq iator.

It would doubtless be interesting to read the his-

tory of this remarkable man, were we permitted to

do so. He filled a .high position in his kingdom,

moved in the very best of society, and unquestion-

ably welded a wide influence. At any rate he was

doubtless the first one to carry the seed of the king-

dom into Ethiopia, and in course of time we hear

of many churches in that part of Africa. This is

on'y one of the many ways by which the Christian

religion was spread from kingdom to kingdom in

the time of the apostles. j. h, m.

MIDDLE PENNSYLVANIA LOCALS.

The late District Meetinp passed off pleasantly,

and, while there was not much business brought to

the meeting, the attendance showed that it was not

because of a lack of interest in church work. Out
oi an enrollment of twenty churches, nineteen were

represented by delegates. The character of the

business was a good showing for the past and

an encouraging omen for the future. As the

scope of the local churches enlarges, the sub-

ject matter for Conference deliberations will

change. Preaching by doing is much better than

holding reins by theorizing. The fif.est-spun the-

ories have fallen fruitless to the ground, while

common sense go-aheaditiveness has proved a glo-

rious success. We have plenty long-winded men
on plans, who are extremely short-winded in doing

the work.

The local attendance at this meeting was im-

mensely large,—owing largely, perhaps, to the size

of the congregation in which it was held and the

proximity of the surrounding churches. Then, too,

the time of year and the weather was just right for

the majority of the people.

Some of the more pressing needs presented were:

More sympathy and substantial aid for the Old
Folks' Home; more money to carry on the home
mission work and to build churchhouses, and more
resident elders to have charge of the churches.

At this time there are a number of new organiza-

tions knocking at the door for admission, and still

more that ought to be. We think now of some
four congregations that have branches that are

geographically suitable and numerically ready for

churchhood, and, we feel quite certain, would
thrive better if separately organized. The teaching

of past experience has always been in favor of

small colonies. After a certain fullness, bees

swarm, sheep are divided into small flocks,— so,

with all kinds of creatures, the human not ex-

cepted.

Small bodies do, comparatively, more work with

less friction, than large ones, and the rule holds

equally true in reference to chui-;fj ts. God made
us to be so, and we might as well a&j ept the situa-

tion, He said to Noah's family: Cm ,
scatter out;

replenish the earthl They said: No, we will stick

together,—we will build a town to centralize us.

But the Lord was not pleased and he sent an cle-

ment of division among them,—and they went.

If we are not willing to swarm when the time
comes, who knows but what the element of strife

may come ammg us and convert our des re for

centralization into discord, strife and rJii

The meeting was a very pleasant one, with ut the
least show of bickering or jealosy, and we hope
the work done will be helpful to all the churches.

The love-feast of the Huntingdon church, was
held on Saturday evening before Easter. The
attendance was large and the exercises of the even-

ing were cpmmermrative, peaceful and edifying.

Bro. J. M. Mohler had charge of the services and
officiated. He also prea'hed on Sunday morning
*nd evening. His labors among us were acceptable

and appreciated.

On the afternoon, previous to the love feast

services, nine were added to the church by bap-

tism, and on last Saturday evening one more.

These accessions were not the result uf any special

effort, but came as the fruits of our regular re-

ligious services. We are always glad to see souls

come to Christ in this way. It is the fruitage of an

ever-bearing tree, and this is what all our churches

should be. We talk about evergreen Sunday
schools. Why not have evergreen churches, bring-

ing in the fruit all the year round? We do not mean
by this to discourage special efforts. These are all

right, but they should not be made so prominent as

to make the membership and the outsiders feel that

the door to the kingdom is closed all the other part

of the year. Indeed, we are made to feci that too

many of us get into the notion and do not expect

anything else. As soon as we get this notion, our

efforts cease, and nothing more is expected till an-

other special meeting is he'd. The less of this feel-

ing we get in our churches the better. As long as

there are sinners outside of the fold, our efforts for

their salvation should not cease.

On last Sunday we filled ?ix appointments out-

side of town, and two in town, making eight in all.

This happens quite frequently, and we are glad that

we have the brethren who are wdline thus to make
themselves useful in the Master's Mneyard. While

this is helpful to those who are minister*d to, it is al-

so helpful to those who minister. What we all r.eed

is more consecration and plenty to do. If we have

the one. the other will come. We are idle because

we are not anxious for work. Work while it is day,

because the night cometh when no man can work.

Bellwood is now an organized church, with a

membership of some sixty or seventy. Had they

their church debt paid, it would be self supporting

This is quite a good showing, considering that it is

only a few years since the first preaching was done

there. It is under the care of Eld. J. W. Wilt, who

was largely instrumental in causing it to be what it

We are told that the Sunday school in Lewistown

has almost doubled in number of attendance since

the completion of their new churchhouse. The

preaching services are also much better attended

The building of houses in our towns will not make

churches, but it is a great help. People like to feel

that they have a church home,—that which looks

like permanency, and a house gives this feeling.

HOW OTHERS SEE US.

Last September our Brethren dedicated a house

of worship at Carrington, N. Dak. A number of

our ministers went north at that time, to attend the

service. In the company was a reporter and cor-

respondent of the Baptist Standard, He was pres-

ent at the dedication, and at the love feast held

subsequently. He has this to say in the Standard,

about our people, and the impressions received in

associating with them. I [ c says:

;| pi iched b'] 1 id. I. J. Roscn-
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I"

1 " >] - di If] in
. 1 Kpi rie 1

i service oJ God
Eul effortwas madi to wipe

,:
"

' on the property, and the
*ervicc wasbl [httoacl -p, ,,.,,
from whom ;tll l>\ ,„,. ,|., w> "

,,, ,|,,. lmic „ f
., ucll]an |, ail(I

»

.

1 '' i- H, Moore, the Office Editor ol the
lot R. thi

1 ligti ut pnpei ol the Bretbren.de-
-""" "' 'hell belief, based on the

R"aloRJ " l an
' <P 1 hi bad ona had in surveying pine

ln " L "' Florida, where, fift) yi ti
1 before, stakes bad been"

'

' " '" e having destroyed these
wei ,, witb the aid of the

urveyors, which bad been preserved
' :<1 notes, ht hunted up the stakes

thei< distinctivi articlesol faith. In favor of
i, which they practice, he found stakes driven
t, Martin Luther and Alexandei ( bell.al

''' '' ' ol 'hi Fundamental <-, l,on which they base
tno" i

11 n this re pen t. is the be al the great com-
1 " 1

'-''
1 ""

' "'i'" 1 ''' '" "' '" ni i>" "Ion, and should be
read as ei joli In n parate ai 1 rs he 1 . ,,r

1 ich P I "'
1 I id, ersaiionwlth

I

ll "- party, thi sj i
,

. i.,, , ,| M1 . ,,

wards, hecnusi Jesus bowed his bead and gave up thi ghost,
and as burial wai unknown to the R wis, they take Paul's

: " "

,| " 11 "- 11 with 1 hrisi in baptism,"to apply
rath 1 to thi .1, tth than ti 1

1

n] ol tbe Savior, Mo d 1

they bavi otbi
1 1 rounds foi this position, The' principal wit-

"
i

"' '"- ii" washing ol fci 1 was, ol 11
, the

\
1

Christ at tbe Insl luppi r, all gh iddli ..1 siaki was
*

1 m ii" inn 11, r. mi. 11 m hy TI thy, which were to
be required before ceitain widows could be received into the" h '' thai thi

1

.ii,.h,i ite was to be given to
washini the teei ol lots, The eating ..f a meal together

; ''" " "' ""' emblems oi the Turd's broken
body and shed blood, and. subsequent to thewasl ol feel
was dealt with in a similar manner, and the address was one
ol grcal st

1 "" I "" l ""' interest in trying to nscertait w these
Br< thren land in ibi ology, and, sa Fai as I Id si e, thci

thodo beliefs, In doi trim . perhaps, be*
ni" more nearly allied to tbi Mi thodlsl

1 tl be Baptists,

orlli hymns 1 mi d to be ( barles Wesley's
"Acharge tn keep 1 have,"fl hymn which Spurgeon never
announced without omitting tbe first verse, not infrequently

,

lll.lt, I III'.
J

I nl Vll IV, II.. MIllllll-lH

was absoluti ly falsi 1 bey believe mo 11 tl ighly In re

I- I. plainly marked ci rivers and they

try in fuHiiw in-.' I-." iiini-s ni :i mi nun m ..ii tbings, Conse-
quently they never go to law with one another, and seldom

. itl 1
'

1
.

1 1 -11 day they bad a love feast and Com-
munion service, They do nol try to bide theli practice; on

the contrary, they warmly invited all persons interested tube
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selves of the invitation, they gave extended - plana) s of

the! ilor oba rving the ordinance as they do, at inter-

vals during the ceremony.

First of all came the examination service, similar in intent,

d i" call in Scotland "Fern ing the tables."

I
ill- service dlvi Btcd bimsell oi his

coat, and, taking .1 long towel, girded himself with it. and pro-

ceeded i" wash the feel ol the brother next bim, The breth-

t] on one side oi tbe bouse and the si-.ters i,n

the other, and ,1 sisti 1 performed the same act for her next
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D. L. U.
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QUERISTS' DEPARTMENT.

thee for
Is it necessary to say to the applicant, " I b

the remission of sins," since the design of baptism cannot be

changed by quoting the above or any other Scripture? It

looks to me like putting extra stress on this Scripture. Why

not just baptize according to Matt. 28: to? I do not think that

any one's opinion will change the design of baptism.

D. B. H.

Since it is the truth, that baptism— in connection

with faith and repentance— is for the remission of

sins, we see no impropriety in naming the fact

while performing the rite. It is not placing undue

stress on that particular Scripture, but it is empha-

sizing the fact, and a fact as important as the remis-

sion of sins will bear emphasizing to good advan-

tage.

In John 12: 40, we read: " For I have not spoken of myself;

but the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment,

what I should say, and what I should speak." Here il is said

that the Father gave him a commandment, what he should

say and what he should speak. What is the difference in the

two expressions, "say " and " speak? " I always thought they

had the same meaning. F. J. E. G.

Generally " say " and " speak " have about the

same meaning, but in this instance " say " probably

has reference to speech in conversation, while

" speak" applies to regular discourses. In Acts 1:

1 we read " do and teach." For John 12: 49, Luth-

er has, " What I should do and speak."

Is it right for members to sell and haul milk on the Lord's

Day, or hire some one else to do it for them?

D. F. Rbdfniso.

There may be in the milk business conditions

that we do not fully understand, but in our judg-

ment this Sunday milk trafficking can be dispensed

with, and we believe it to be the duty of Chris-

tians to not only avoid it, but throw their whole in-

fluence on the side of keeping the Lord's Day as it

becometh devout men and women.

Was the devil ever an angel in heaven, and was he bniiishcd ?

If so, what for? Is there any history of it in the Bible?

A Reader.

For an account of Satan being cast out of heav-

en, see Rev. 12: 7. In Luke 10: 18, Jesus is quoted

as saying, " I beheld Satan as lightning fall from

heaven." From these and other Scriptures tt has

been inferred that Satan was, for a period, an angel

in heaven, that he, with other disobedient angels,

rebelled, that war took place in heaven, and that Sa-

tan and his host were cast down to earth. Smith,

tn his Bible Dictionary,—article Satan—states that

this war did not occur until the ascension of Christ,

and that prior to that date heaven was net closed

against Satan.

Explain why Paul wanted Titus to bring Zenas the lawyer,

and Apollos on their journey to Nicopolis? Titus 3: 12-15.

J. W. Brennaman.

This is the only instance in the New Testament,

where Zenas, the lawyer, is mentioned. He was
probably a Jew, and had been a scribe, or lawyer,

and was still called after his former occupation.

Apollos was a Christian minister, eloquent and
mighty in the Scriptures. It is probable that these

two brethren were to enter upon missionarv work,

and Paul instructed Titus to do what he could to

help them on their journey.

Is it right for our members to salute members of other
churches? i \v

,

_ b_

There may be a salutation of membership as well

as a "right hand of fellowship." Gal, 2: 9. To
give the salutation of membership to one not a

member would be as much out of harmony with the

fitness of things, as to extend to those not in

church relation the » right hand of fellowship." It

is sufficient, among the men, especially, to give the
right hand of friendship to those not members.
Both propriety and custom favor this in our coun-
try. And, since it is customary to thus greet
friends, we see no necessity of adding the kiss when
greeting those not in fellowship. This, however, is

not intended to interfere with near relatives greet-

ng as they think proper. Were

:ountry ^here the kiss is as commc

ng of hands is in thi_ _.

;ome excuse for saluting those not

iside from relatives and very int'

ed of it i

the shak

mntry, there might b(

: friends, the

untry like our

» HOME AND FAMILY <

EVERYBODY'S BUSINESS.

It's everybody's business

In this old world of ours,

To root up all the weeds he finds

And make room for the (lowers;

So that every little garden,

No r

It's everybody's business

When a man has fallen down,

To put him on his feet again

And help him through the town:

Though wise and strong and perfect folks

May sneer and proudly say

—

" You'd better let him take his course,

'Tis kindness thrown away."

It's everybody's business

To be full of hope and joy,

And be as merry as he can

Whatever may annoy;

For he who goes about the streets,

Parading all his pain,

Will cast a cross on other hearts

And have his own remain.

—Christian Herald.

RESPONSIBILITY OF PARENTS.

BY j. P. DIEHL.

" Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is

old, he will not depart from it."— I'rov. 22: 6

There is a great responsibility resting upon par-

ents, which, to a great extent, is overlooked by the

masses. If we take a retrospective view, we may
see how the children of Israel were commanded to

instruct their children. Deut. 6; ;; 11: 14. The
language of the text, and also that of Paul, to the

churches, Eph. 6: 4; Col. 3: 20, 21, would impress

the fact upon us that many of us have failed to do
our duty, In the language of the handwriting on
the wall, to Belshazzar, we are told, "Thou art

weighed in the balances, and art found wanting."

5:27.

Oh, brethren., how are you raising your children?

When we see that the boys are allowed to go where
they please, and that the girls are permitted to at-

tend play-parties, dances, etc., until a late hour, we
are made to wonder if their parents are asleep. If

not, why do they let these children depart so far

from the way they should go?

Someone says, "Young people must sow wild

oats awhile before they come to Christ anyway." I

know this idea is often advanced, but it is a very
dangerous position to take. Christ says, "Seek ye
first the kingdom of God." Matt. 6: 33. Solomon
says, " Remember now thy Creator in the days of

thy youth." Eccl. 12: 1. You say, "Sow wild
oats."

I personally know a sister, whose daughters

wanted to go to a dance. The mother said, "You
cannot go." The girls insisted on going. The
mother again said, "You cannot go." But a neigh-

bor, Mrs. B, came over and persuaded this sister

to let these girls go to the dance "just once."

They went, but what was the result? Alas! those
girls went to many dances after that.

If you allow your children to go to such places,

how can I, or Bro. C keep our children from going?
We may lack steadfastness, as did this sister, or we
may be too little concerned about our children,

We ofttimes see children sitting by parents in

church, not even instructed to kneel in prayer
Parents often become negligent about going to
preaching, Sunday schools, prayer meetings, etc.

Is that the way to lead children in the way they
should go?

Like begets like. If we suffer ourselves to be
over-persuaded, or let Satan enter our hearts, and

take away the good seed, sad will be the conse-

quences.

Again, we talk of the church following after the

world in dress, What more can we expect, when
sisters put all the foolishness imaginable on their

little children, and rear them worldward? It is not

right, and some mother will have to pay the penal-

ty. It is high time parents are becoming more in-

terested in their children's welfare in another

world. If parents were as careful about their chil-

dren having a home in heaven, as they are about

their having a home on earth, the church would in-

crease fifty per cent faster than it does. We would

then have ten missionaries to one, and also have

ten dollars where we now have but one, to support

I believe it would be good for parents to assem-

ble, just to discuss methods of raising children.

The church has her ministerial meetings, prayer

meetings, members' meetings, and many other

gatherings, but I never heard of a parents' meet-

ing. Why not? I suppose this is because parents

generally think they know all about raising chil-

dren. This is often found to be a mistake when it

is too late.

Many of us spoil our children in many ways, for-

getting to train them up in the way they should go.

Goods Mills, Va.

HOW CAN OUR JOY BE FULL?

The secret is found in John 15. We must believe

that there is no one that does not desire to. have

his joy full. There is a way given in the Bible,

by which we can have our joy and happiness full.

Some people always look on the dark side of

anything. We ought to forget the dark side of

things, and look on the bright side. Even in tribu-

lation we should rejoice, for so we read in the

Word of God.

Is it not true that when we have an unpleasant

look, those around us become afferted also? But,

when we have a kind and pleasant disposition, it

will make an impression on those with whom we as-

sociate.

A certain man remarked: "You Christians seem
to have a religion that makes you miserable. You
are like a man with a headache,— he does not want
to get rid of his head, but it hurts him to keep it."

True religion gives inward rest and outward vic-

tory.

»*~* CORRKSPoNDblNCE *~*
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India Notes.

—The plague shows no sign of abatement. The
daily death rate in Bulsar is some less than last

week, but the per cent can be no less. The death
rate in Bombay became lower, but when peop'e
from outside began to come back again, the death

—Sometimes a brother, whom we never met,

writes us a letter of encouragement, and begins like

this: "You will please pardon me for taking 50

much liberty, as I am entirely a stranger to you,"

etc. We always feel like such would better say:
" Please pardon me for never having written you
before, for we be brethren."

—Sometime ago a little girl wrote us a letter and
said she was praying for us, that, while we lived

among the heathen, we should not become like

them. We appreciated that very much, and may I

suggest that one or two good brethren at home be

remembered to the same end, if they close any
more obituary notices for our Messenger with the

heathen idea and heathen expression, "Peace to his

ashesl"



—Wc were out preaching in a little village this

week. It seemed up-hill work, because of the peo-
ple's tear of the plague, but it was out of the usual

order of things when one hardhearted jamindar
came He planted himself directly in front of us,

and as «e were preaching, sentence by sen'ence he
would put a misconstruction on it, and yell out to

the people. He said we were liars and rascals, and
our religion was only intended for beggars and
such. The uproar he made continued for about an
hour. The people tore up our tracts and threw the
pieces at us They wouldn't stone us, nor hurt us,

but they did not choose even to hear our religion.

We are going there again soon. We came home
and read latter part of Acts 19.

—A native Christian said to me that the father

and mother of s
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Kingman, the prayer meeting leader. Bro. Miller
was informed that I wanted to see him He, there-
fore, called on me the next day at the State's Pris
on. Bro. Miller. I found, was also from Ogle
County, 111. After I had expressed to him my
wants and soul's desire, Bro. Miller informed me
I would be cared for upon my liberation. He told
me to come to Pickrell, Nebr. March 20, 1897, I

was discharged, and next day was baptized at the
North Beatrice Brethren church, by Bro. A. D. Sol-

doubt.
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The Lost 1

[A number of bretbrt

It will be read with inti

ing others.— Ed.]

in Br. Township, Ogl.

ty, 111., and, when thirteen years of age, was
to join the Lutheran church, of Brookv
Often, however, I went to the Brethren to

at Shannon, III., as Uncle Samuel Lahman
cousins were members of the Brethren chun
By waywa'dness I drifted from the Lutheran

church, and finally asked to have my name stricken

from the chur ;h book.

I finally drifted to Madison County, Nebr,,

where, June 2, 1892, I married. May 29, 1893, my
wife died. She had made a profession in the M. E.

church. At her request I drove twenty-three miles

for a minister to baptize her. I also promised to

meet her in a better land.

After my wife had passed away, I was once more
left to myself in the world, and then moved to

Pierce, Pierce Co., Nebr. In February, 1895, I was
married again, and taken into the M. E. church, at

Pierce, on probation for six months. Near the end
of six months the minister made his appearance to

have me join church in full, whereupon I requested

to be d by trine

told

the " Litter Day Saints," 1

search the Scriptures, for i

eternal life, and I had don
ter and 1 could not agree,

Brethren church I knew
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for fifteen months,

J was poor and had

and I was sent to State's F

for mere nothing,—just be>

not money enough to properly defend myself. I

spent all I had and did not even leave money
enough to support wife and child during my ab-

While at State's Prison! saw a few brethren and
sisters, one Sunday, in April of 1896. A Gospel
Messenger was also given me, and, by continuous-

ly studying the Scriptures and putting all trust in

the Lord in prayer, I hoped that I might be able to

unite with the Brethren.

On "Flower Mission" Sunday, in June, 1896,

Bro. A. M, T. Miller and his two eldest daughters

made their appearance. Through Miss Francis

Ienberger.

Now, brethren and fn

I went on my way horr

hope to which I had no
told my story,

to overcome,

to others, that they 1

ing of the Scripture,

and endure to the er

nds, you may well believe

rejoicing in the glorious
' attained. I have but half

You may imagine what trials I had
trust my experience may be a light

ay i
1
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in the true path-way

J. H. Nicodemus.

The Staunton Mission.

It must be gratifying to every brother and sister,

concerned in the establishing of a church in the
City of Staunton, to see the interest manifested
there at this time. At the first the work was dis-

couraging in the extreme. About a year ago the
Mission Board sent Sister Martha Click to this
city, to gather together the members and to do
general mission work. She organized about twenty
members into a prayer meeting and Bible class,

April 11 she organized a Sunday school, with over
forty pupils enrolled. They have secured a room
in the Y. M C. A. building for holding the school
sessions; the prayer meetings are held from house
to house.

The writer had the pleasure of being with them
near the inception of the work. Half a dozen
members, with two strangers, composed the con-
gregation. April 16 I had the pleasure of being

th them. To my astonishment I found, instead
a half dozen discouraged Brethren, the house of
ree rooms literally packed with people of almost

all persuasions. The spirit of the meeting was
most excellent. Nearly every brother and sister

either talked or read a Scriptural passaee bearing
on the subject. At the close, when the usual ques-
tion. "Where shall our next meeting be held," was
asked, four or five calls, or applications, were put in.

These meetings are held as often in the homes of

other persuasions as among the Breth:

What we need is preaching and a pi

The members are full of zeal and are

further the work; the people are inqui

doctrine and are anxiously reading c

One lady said to me,

these people, but it h

e to preach

icrificing to

ng into th

r literature

brought up among
many years sim

was with them. I am very anxious to attend your
meetings and Sunday school."

We pray the Lord to continue the work so nobly

begun, for, may we not hope that the Lord has

much people in this city? The people seem to be
anxious to know just how everything is done by us.

I believe a love feast, held in the Y. M. C A. build-

ing, would do much toward convincing the inquir-

ing public that we are apostolic, on the ordinances

at least. J. Harman Stover.

Stzunton, Va., April i 6.

Florida Notes.

—At our last quarterly council we received four

members by letter, and decided to hold a love feast

July 3, at Keuka.

—When we read of the cold blizzards and snows

of the North, and then remember how we are eat-

ing strawberries, blackberries, green beans, etc.,

here in Florida, we are glad that we are not in a

blizzard.

—With a degree of sadness we gave the parting

hand to brother and sister Lahman, April 15, but it

with profound sadness that we read Sister Lah-

's letter announcing the death of dear Bro.

Lahman in Washington City, five days later.

While in Florida he was a father to us in giving

counsel. We appreciated his advice and counsel

so much in our work here. We spent many hours
together, talking and planning the work here. We
trust his death was precious in the sight of the
Lord.
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Pacific Coast Inklets.

—April 20, Joseph Ciscado was being tried for
murder, at Hollister, Cat,, and he cried out, " May
God strike me dead if I am the murderer of Ber-
nardo Assuero! " Scarcely had the last word left

his lips, when, with a shriek, he fell forward,—dead.
This was, to all present, a startling manifestation of
divine justice, very similar to that of Ananias and
Sapphira.

—In the City of Los Angeles,
has sued, in the civil court,

Band " to gain possession of so

over which they have b

all of which is outside the dii

and peace, without which no ma
—Ma

and Ari

was outlined by the church. April 19, the

ary committee met, and found that over S600 had
been subscribed since District Meeting, for home
missionary work. More than ever there seems to be
an earnest determination to do aggressive Gospel
work. The locating of ministers, who shall devote

all their time to soul-saving, was a step in harmony
with the Gospel, and the counsel of the Brother-

hood. Paul and Barnabas, with other notable Gos-
pel workers, assembled themselves a whole year in

Antioch (Acts 11: 26), and Paul staid in Corinth

eighteen months, " teaching the word of God."
(Acts 18: n). These are good examples to follow.

—The good old apostolic way of belief and prac-

tice is good enough, sound enough, and strong

'Holiness Band"
other "Holiness

>me church property

ngling for some time,

ne law of holiness

1 shall see the Lord.

25 the District Meeting of California

was held, and much missionary work

up to eternal glory.
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enough to help any one
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pie of the Far East. Nov
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the journal making the foregoing a

at least some distance East of Si

might have said it better by announc

pages are media for people in the East, to com-

municate with those in the Far East. The Alaskan

addition to the United States carried the geographi-

cal center quite close to San Francisco.

M. M, Eshelman.

Blessed is the person who has the happy faculty

of forgetting disagreeable things. Harrowing scenes

now and then obtrude themselves upon one's

n, but why should you h an ; them upon the

5 of memory's picture gallery?
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Notes x from x our * Correspondents^

PENNSYLVANIA.

Lancaster County.-The Conestnga church love

feast at Bird in Hand will be held May 20 and 21

(not in June, as was reported). Two delegates

were chosen for Annual Meeting; also two for Dis-

trict Meeting.—/'. G. Shelly, April 26.

Yellow Creek Church.—Our quarterly council

was held April 24. Not much business came up

Bro. Samuel Ritchey has been chosen to represent

us at Annual Meeting. The church has granted

six le'ters on the above date,—Abraham Steele,

April 26.

Elk Lick.—The Brethren here decided to hold

their love feast June 3, beginning at 4 P. M. The

subject of our Easter morning service was the

"Spiritual Resurrection." At the close we empha-

sized our gratitude to God by a collection for the

Washington church; S10.00 was raised. — W. A.

Gaunt, April 26.

Allen.—We had a council at Baker's meeting

house April 6. Our delegate to Annual Meeting is

Bro. Isaac Bano; delegates to District Meeting are

brethren Daniel Landis and Levi Mohler. Bro. Ja-

cob M. Niesley was appointed Corresponding Sec

retary for the Lower Cumberland church. Our

love feast will be held at the Mohler meeting-

house June 12 and 13, at 9 A. M.—A. B. Harnish,

April 27.

Harrisburg—We are just newly organized for

work in this city; and, as we are not strong finan-

dally, we feel like soliciting the surrounding

churches, through the Gospel Messenger, for aid

in the line of cast-off clothing, money, or anything

that would be an assistance in fitting up poor and

dependent children to enter our Sunday school.

All donations to be sent to Sister Mary Brindle.

No. 905 North Second Street, Harrisburg, Pa.

—

G.

G. Lehmer, April 20,

Abbottstown.—Our council was held April 19.

Considerable business came before the meeting

which was disposed of in a Christian-like manner.

Bro. John A. Harlacher was advanced to the second

degree of the ministry. Two delegates were elect-

ed to District Meeting. Our Sunday school was or-

ganized April 11. Bro. Charles L. Baker was

elected Superintendent. Bro. Charles is an earnest,

active worker and will prove a competent official.

Our love feast will be held May 15 and 16.— Orvii

V. Long, April 23.

Glade.—Our spring council occurred April 19.

Elders H. A. Stahl and R. T. Hull will represent us

at District Meeting and Josiah Beekly and Val.

Blough at Annual Meeting. Eld. Berkley, some-

time ago, sustained a fracture of an ankle by a fall

from the steps in his barn The meeting on Sun-

day and the council were the first services he at

tended for two months. One was reinstated. Our
Sunday school was organized at the beginning of

the second quarter with the writer as Superinten-

dent. Prospects are favorable for the school.

—

Geo.

W. Lowry, April 24.

Lancaster City.—Since March 20, five have been
baptized and five received by letter, One is await-

ing baptism. March 22 our young brother, Amos
P. Dubble, died of typhoid fever. This has caused

quite a gloom in the church at this place, lie was
our youngest deacon, having been elected to that

office Oct. 7, last year. Our elder, Bro. S. R. Zug,
was present with us, at our late i;uarterly council.

Four certificates were granted, two delegates sent

to District and one to Annual Meetings. The
committee, which had been appointed at a former
meeting to draft plan for a new church, made their

report, and the plan was accepted. The house is to

be two stories, 50 x 80 feet. The Committee were
continued and the work will go forward at once.
While the old building is being removed and a new
one constructed, the services will likely be con-
tinued on rear of l't, either in a temporary building

or under tent, hence no love feast will be held this

spring.—T. F. Imler, April 22.

INDIANA.

River.—Our meeting closed last night with two

baptized,—husband and wife. We closed with a

good interest. Bro. Cobb was called home to his

parents on account of his mother's illness. Bro.

Beery, of Clark's Hill, Ind., took his place and gave

us some interesting talks.—0. C. Ellis, April 26.

Pleasant Valley—Ojr quarterly council was held

April 24. Elders Alexander Miller and Leer were

with us. Four were received by letter and one let-

ter was granted. Our Communion will be May 22,

commencing at 4 P. M. Our Sunday school was

reorganized April I, with Harvey Shiock as Super-

intendent. It is progressing nicely. We use the

Brethren's literature.—L. E. Weaver, Middlebury,

Ind., April 26.

The Pine Creek church met in council April 15.

We decided to elect three deacons, the lot falling

on brethren Wm. Long. Mervil Morris and Frank

Rupel, who were duly installed. Bro. Jacob Hil-

derbrand was elected delegate to the Annual Meet-

ing. Brethren Wm. R. Defter, Geo. D. Zollers,

Daniel Whitmer and H. W. Kreighbaum were with

us. Bro. Deeter having resigned his office as elder,

he was with us for the last time. We regret to lose

his labors. We are glad to say the church is pros-

pering.—Etta Harbavgk, Teegcrdcn, Ind, Apri' 16.

Anderson Church.—A meeting was held last

Sunday at 4 o'clock, at the home of our afflicted

sister Shipley. She has been sick a long time with

dropsy, and expects at any time to hear the sum-

mons to come up higher. She felt much encour-

aged by the meeting and requested further meet-

ings. We are now making an effort to build a

kitchen to the west end of the church house, for

Communion purposes, we having, heretofore, had

our Communions with the Lower Fall Creek con

gregation, of which we formed a part until a few

months ago.—/ S. Alldredge. April 27.

Antioch Church.—Bro. I. J. Rosenberger came

to us Feb, 24, and commenced a series of meetings.

The condition of the roads and the inclemency of

the weather made it very disagreeable in that re-

spect, otherwise the meeting was one of interest

throughout. Bro. Rosenberger preached, in all,

thirty-two discourses. The vivid illustrations, as

well as the comprehensive method of rightly divid-

ing the Word of Truth, made good impressions.

The meeti 1 gs closed on the evening of March 8 with

two accessions, one being the wife of the writer.

Others were deeply impressed —J. W. Piiddy, Mun-

cie, Ind., April 25.
TEXAS.

Manvel.—At our last council we decided to hold

a love feast June 12. Ministers from a distance

who can make it suit to be with us then, will be

heartily welcome. Two were baptized in this con-

gregation since our last correspondence.—/. H.

Feck, April 22.

Live Oak.—Sunday, Feb. 28, was our last regu-

lar preaching service, as our beloved minister's ill

health prevents him from preaching for us, at pres-

ent. Any visiting Brethren, passing through the

country, are invited to stop and give us a few ser-

mons. It will be some time before our minister,

Bro. Tennison, can preach for us again.

—

Fannie

Wilt, Weatherford, Tex., April 26.

NEBRASKA.

Golden Springs Church.—Bro. C. B. Smith, of

Pickrell, Nebr., came to us April 3 and remained

until the 18th, preaching, in all, fifteen soul-inspir-

ing Gospel sermons. Notwithstanding some disa-

greeable weather the first week, the church was

crowded each evening, and excellent attention and

interest were manifested throughout. Two were

baptized and three were reclaimed. We also have

one applicant for baptism. The Brethren have

great reason to rejoice, as the church seems to be

in a prosperous condition. As we are situated in

an isolated locality, any ministers, passing near by,

would be gladly welcomed by stopping off and giv-

ing us a few sermons.—/. E. Hinder, Decatur, Nebr

,

April 36.

VIRGINIA.

Mount Zion Church.—Our council in this church

is held March 27. All the business was adjusted

tisfactory to all. We decided to open a Sunday

hool April 4, which was properly organized and

is doing finely, under the wide-awake superintenden-

cy of D. N. Spitler. We use the Brethren's litera-

rure. We have also started a home mission. We
believe our church is beginning to wake up, for she

cannot but see souls perishing almost at our own

doors. The church elected two delegates to Dis-

trict Meeting. The lot fell on Bro. D. N. Spitler

and the writer.— Walter Strickler, April 24.

Mill Creek Church.—April 17 our church met in

annual council. The visit reported the church in a

healthy condition spiritually. The minisiers from

adjoining congregations were well represented.

Among the number we note Bro. Jesse Ralston,

who has been laboring in the Northwest for several

years. One was received by letter. Brethren S A.

Sanger and H. C. Early were chosen as delegates to

Annual Meeting. One query goes to District Meet-

ing. Brethren Jacob Wampler and Benjamin Mil-

ler were elected delegates. The business all passed

off nicely. The Brethren organized a Sunday

school March 28, with Bro. Walter F. Flory a"d the

writer as Superintendents.

—

Samuel Pence, Cross

Keys, Va„ April IQ.

MISSOURI.

Waynesville.—We met in regula :il April

Eld. S. Stump presided. Considerable busi-

ness came before the meeting. Our Sunday school

was reorganized March 7. Bro. D. B. Stump was

elected Superintendent. We use the Brethren's

literature. We are much in need of a minister here.

Much good might be done if we had more help.

—

W.J. Hively, April 29.

Dry Fork.—April 24 we met in council. Bro.

Christian Holdeman, of the Spring R ver church

was our Moderator. Nine were received by letter,

among them Bro. T. A. Robinson (a minister) and

family. Preparations were made for District Meet-

ing which will be held in this church May 13 and

14, with a Ministerial Meeting in connection.

Brethren William Harvey and S. Wine were chosen

as delegates to District Meeting. Three queries go

to District Meeting.—Leslie P. Dunning, Jtsper, Mo.,

April 27.
OHIO.

Blue Creek.—We met in quarterly council March

27 and had a pleasant meeting. As our elder was

not with us, Bro. Harp took charge of the meeting.

Our Sunday school is being carried forward in an

interesting manner. We intend having singing

school connected with it, same to commence the

first Sunday in May, at 4 P. M.—C. E. Burkepile,

Dague, Ohio, April 24.

Gaydan.—Bro. S. A. Honberger has opened up

a new preaching point at this place. He came

here March 27, held one service, and le't an ap-

poiniment for every fourth Sunday. He came

again on Saturday, April 24, and preached on Sat-

urday night and Sunday. The doctrine is new to

most of the people here, but they seem to be fa-

vorable to us. and we believe much good may be

done here.—E. W. Pratt, April 27.

WEST VIRGINIA.

Eglon—On the evening of April 3 Bro. I. O.

Thompson preached for us at Maple Spring. The

following morning, after Sunday school, we had

preaching by Bro. Jonas Fike. April 17 there was

preaching at different places by our Brethren.

April 18 brethren E. T. Fike and Albert Arnold

preached for us at Maple Spring, and at night we

met for singing. Bro. Tobias Fike preached at the

Brookside church the same evening. We have

Sunday school at three or four different places in

this congregation. Our ministerial brethren, twelve

in number, are kept busy nearly all the time. On

the evening of April 22, instead of social meeting,

Bro. Jonas Fike preached for us.—Rochet Weimer,

April 26.
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KANSAS.

Notice.—We hereby notify all that the commit
tee appointed to examine manuscript, will meet or

the Annual Meeting ground Friday morning. Juni

4. at 9 A M , to commence their work. We hop<

11 be present, if possible.

—

Enoch

quarterly

Gauby and

to District

all the membei

Eby, Bcotk, Km

Washington.—This church met
Brethren Martin D
:re elected delegates

rial prayer meetings ;

. Our Sunday school

also in interest.— Elisabeth Moyer,

:il Ap
John M. Gauby 1

Meeting. Ours

ing in attendanci

Apt it 19.
NORTH DAKOTA.

Kenmare.- We are now lorated in our new home.
There are about eighteen brethren and sisters here

now, and a number at Bowbells, twelve miles dis-

tant. We held our first services in Kenmare
on Sunday, April 25. Bro. Prough, who keeps a

boarding-Inuse, gave his house for services. The
attendance and attention were commendable. Our
greatest need is a place to hold services. We could

have a good Sunday school if we had a house.

This country is new, this being the first settlement

here, and we have not even a schoolhouse, but we
will try to hold up the banner of the cross in some
way.

—

A. W. Hawbiksr, April 26.

INDIAN TERRITORY.

Sapulpa.— Last Sunday (Easter) I was at the

Baptist meeting, taking with me a good supply of

tracts and Messengers, to hand to those whom I

could. There was preaching in the morning and
evening. The Baptists have a very strong hold

here. Some are acquainted with our church and
doctrine, and claim to believe in feet washing and
the oth^r O'dinances, but still do not feel like prac-

ticing them. Some have asked me " when some of

our ministers are coming here to preach." I truly

hope and pray for the time to come when we will

be more widely known, and when churches will be

organized all over the world!— Lottie E. Carver,

April zS

—*--* CORRESPONDENCE *-«

From the First District of Virginia.

The District Meeting of the First District of

Virginia was held in Fayette County, W. Va.
p
April

16 and 17. Ministerial Meeting was held April 15

About fifteen brethren from this part of the District

made the trip together, finding it a pleasant one.

Th* brethren present took an active part in dis-

cussing the different topics at the Ministerial Meet-

ing. Eld. Sam'l Crumpacker was the Moderator.

On Friday morning the elders met and organized,

making Bro. Jj» B Neff, Foreman; P S. Miller,

Writing Clerk; J, W. ELler, Reading Clerk. Quitr

a number of queries came before the meeting, all of

which were disposed of in a Christian manner.

The members in Fayette County surely know how
to treat people to make them happy! May the Lord
bless them for the kindness shown us while with

them! On Sunday, April 18, the dedication of

their new church, some five miles distant, took

place. A very large audience was present to hear

the address by Eld. P. S. Miller. Dinner was
scved on the grounds. After dinner the funeral of

Bro. Martin Sanger, who died some time ago, was

preached by Eld. John B. Neff. Bro, Sanger was
one of the ministers of the Fayette County church,

and highly esteemed not only by the whole church,

but also those not members. He lived near the

new church and had a great desire to have it fin-

ished, They have a most excellent house, propor-

tioned so well as to render singing and talking

quite easy. The church is in Fayette County, and
is blessed with a number of active ministers. The
results of a united effort on their part will tell not

only in time but in eternity. We were greatly
pleased with the report of the mission cause in this

church. I will ever look back to my first visit to

the Fayette County church with pleasure.

S. L. Shaver.
TtouhntU, Va., April so.

Annual Meeting Notes.

We herebv announce that the help needed, such
as waiters, etc., is all furnished by the churches of

Eastern Maryland. AH others, who have applied,

may know by this why their communications are

The different committees, on meat, breao\ gro-

ceries, etc., have let out the contracts for furnish

ing the same, and that work is being arranged anc

pushed forward.

The contractor has given bond tn have the bu ; ld

ing ready by May 20. The Committee of Arrange
ments have purchase*) four hundred woven-win
cots, to lodge help, committees and Standing Com
mittee on the grounds. The Lodging Committee
find the good people willing and anxious to lodge
all that come. Electric cars run from the park
gates direct through the city, the centre of which
is half a mile away.

I am sorry that we have not as yet succeeded in

getting a one-fare ra'e, but we still hope to do
so soon,—perhaps before this is published.

The railroads say they are not allowed to give a

rebate to any meeting, or convention of any kind

but the Baltimore & Ohio R. R have promised
the meeting a liberal donation, to be governed by
amount of traffic, and we are trying to get other

roads to do the same.

Passengers over the Pennsylvania R R, will leave

the main line at Harnsburg and take their Branch
line, via York to Frederick, about sixty miles dis-

tant.

Passengers over the Baltimore and Ohio R. R.

take the branch at Frederick Junction, which is two
miles from the city. Both roads run in sight

the grounds. E. W. Stoner,
Foreman of Committee of Arrangements.

From the Woodbiiry Church, Baltimore, Aid.

Sunday, April 18, the Woodbury Sunday school

greatly rejoiced that three dear souls,—three Sun-

day school girls,—were made willing to choose that

good part that cannot be taken away from them.
The sacred ordinance of baptism was performed by
Bro. John A Smith. About four hundred people
assembled at the water-side, to witness the baptis-

mal scene, and we trust that good and lasting impres-

sions were made. Truly, this ought to give all Sun-

day school workers fresh courayc, erergy, zeal and
a determination to renew our efforts, and double our

diligence in the Master's service.

Poor, weak, mortal man can sou

in his appointed way and time,

crease, if the sowing is properly d

On Sunday, April 25, we met in <

cil. Eld. Uriah Bixler, of Westmi
as Moderator and Bro. E. M. Bish

The usual amount of business w;

a spirit that becometh men and \

godliness, prevailed throughoi

but God alone,

er, Md„ acted

clerk.

;ransacted, and

nen professing

meeting. By
the unanimous voice of the church, Bro. S. O Lar-

kins was advanced to the second degree of the min
istry, and duly installed by Eld. Silas Hoover, of

Bills, Pa. Bro. Hoover recently held a very suc-

cessful series of meetings in the hall of the North-

west Baltimore City Mission, Calhoun and Pres'st-

man Streets. J. S. Lau.

407 St. Paul St.. April sg.

Notic

This District, at its last District Meeting, passed

a paper asking the Meeting to allow the Sunday
School workers in the District the privilege to meet

and discuss the best methods of advancing our Sun-

day school work, as long as such meetings are con-

ducted according to the usages of the Brother-

301

hood. A number of those interested met at Dis-
trict Meeting and decided to hold the first meeting
in the Brethren's church in Topeka, Kans., com-
mencing at 2:30 P. M„ May 29, 1897. Each
school in the District is requested to send one dele-
gate to this Meeting. We would also like to see as
many other Sunday school workers present as pos-
sible.

V

If the superintendents of the different schools
have not received some programmes by May 10,
please send your name and address to the secretary,
T. A, E senbise, Morrill, Kans.

S. B. Katherman, Pres.
Lawrence, Kans.

An Important Sunday School Meeting.

The last Annual Meeting, held at Ottawa, Kans.,
May, I»g6, appointed a Sunday School Advisory
Committee, having, among other duties, that of
conducting a Sunday School Meeting in the taber-
nacle at each Annual Meeting. We have arranged
the following list of subjects:

1. " What Constitutes a Model Sunday School?"
2. " The Relation between the Church and her

Sunday School Work."

3. "The Present Condition of our Sunday School
Work."

4. "How to Improve the Condition of our Sun-
day Schools,"

5. " Mission Sunday Schools."

6. " What has the Sunday School done for the
Brotherhood?"

We are aiming to secure able talent to handle the
above topics, allowing time for others to enter into
the discussion. The entire program is subject to

the approval of Standing Committee. The fore-

noon or afternoon of Monday, June 7, will likely

be the time of the meeting. We urge all brethren
and sisters to be present, and help in this important

t I. Bennett Trout, Foreman,
Committee,- A. C. Wieand,

I
I. N. H. Beahm.

Sunday School Work.

On the evening of April 13, the day of the Minis-

terial Meeting of the Southwestern District of Kan-
sas. he-Id at McPherson, a meeting was called to dis-

cuss Sunday school and missionary work, and the
following questions were considered:

I. Sunday School Work.
1. The Duty of the Church to the Sunday School.

2. What Should the Church Expect as the Result of Suc-
cessful Sunday School Work?

3. Systematic Study of the Sunday School Lesson.

II. Mission Work.

1. What is the Effect of Missionary Work upon the Church?
2. Wants of the Home Missions.

3. Importance of Foreign Missions,

A. L. Snoeberger.
Newton, Kans., April 15,

From the Winona Church, Minn.

This church met in council Jan. 2. Bro. J. H.
Wirt was re-elected as Superintendent of our ever-

green Sunday school. The records show that this

school held fifty sessions during its last year's work,

with an average attendance of fifty-five.

The members of this congregation, living some
miles west of the church house, organized a Sunday
school last spring. They kept the school open dur-

ing the winter, for which they are to be commended.
They have the use of the school house. Our min-
isters hold services at this place every other Sunday

April 3 we again met in quarterly council. We
decided to hold a short series of meetings, begin-

ning May 25, Our love feast will be held June 5, at

which time the church expects to hold an election

for one minister and one deacon. We hope to have

Bro. Harvey Eikenberry, Greene, Iowa, with us at

that time. All who wish to meet with us, will be

Since our last report two young sisters have

united with us,—one by confession and baptism,

the other by letter. Mary J. McDougall.
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From Logan Church, Logan Co., Ohio.

thing of thi

Christian s

came betoi

The i

he l.u .cted

eting, and nil of impor-

tance received due consideration. Eld. L. H.

Dickey was chosen Moderator. Eld. S. A.

Walker was chosen Reading Clerk, and David

Byerly, Writing Clerk. The missionary meet-

ing was well attended and much business

came before it, which shows that this branch

of work is receiving more attention than for-

merly. Reports from new fields were encour-

aging. We decided to raise 5.500, the coming

year, for District Missions, instead of $150, as

heretofore. Several new steps were taken

toward furthering the work in Northwestern

Ohio. A District Sunday school Secretary was

chosen, and it was also decided to devote a

part of the program at nur annual ministeri;

meetings to Sunday school work. One papi

goes to Annual Meeting. Bro. S. M. Loose

our delegate on Standing Committee.

A sick lady, living near Huntsville, ih

County, recently' requested baptism, which

was attended to by our ministers. Bro. Abed
nego Miller is filling an appointment one*

each month at Marl City, a point about fifteer

miles northeast of our church, with good inter-

est. There is an intervening territory of about

seventy five miles east of Bellefontaine, in

which there is no Brethren church! Surely

there is room for much work!

John R. Snyder.
Bellefontaine, Ohio, April 22.

Report of Sisters* Aid Society, Mcpherson.

Kans., for the Year Ending

April 8, 1897*

delivered in the evening by Bro. Manon.

Next day District Meeting convened at 8 A. M.

Considerable business was disposed of. There

is not much work for Annual Meeting from

this District. Bro. Jacob D. Trostle is sent

on Standing Committee. A short session was

held in the evening; then we had a sermon by

Bro. C. C. Root. Our District missionary of

last year,—Bro. Chas. Brown,—was chosen for

this year.

The third day, at 8 A. M., we met for insur-

ance meeting. There was a change of consti-

tution and by-laws, which made considerable

work, but everything passed off pleasantly.

The standing of the Company is very satis-

factory, after passing through the heavy losses

past year, caused by cyclone and other-

Company is on surer fooling

than r befo:

Shoes for 1 edyc
Pair of pants,.

Support of Gates family,

For cyclone sufferers in Brown County,

Kaus.,

Donation to Mission Sunday School,...

For western sufferers.

Clothing tor the needy

For missionary sewing done by chil-

DoiMtions for orphans

For the relief of the suffering in South-

western Kansas and Oklahoma ...

Twenty-four yards of carpet to Bro,

Peterson

Clothing for Mrs. Mc
For India sufferers

For cap goods and maU ing

Ten bonnets for the needy

Total S
^ Kuns, Pres.,

Ida Wa

Notice.

tUu

The District Meeting of Southern Ohio will

be held in the Lower Twin church, May iS, at

8 A.M. The Cincinnati, Jackson and Mack-
inaw Railway will sell tickets at points be-
tween Cincinnati and Celiua to place of meet-
ing, at one and one-third fare for the round trip,

tickets good going May 17 and 18; good re-

turning May 18 to 20. All persons attending
this meeting will stop off at lngomar, at which
place they will be met with conveyance. The
north-bound trains run as follows: No. 2, 10:33
A. M.; No. 6, 10: 29 P. M. South-bound trains:

No. 5, s: 30 A.M.; No. 1,5:30 P.M.
These trains will be met May 17, morning

and evening. We will meet southbound train,

only, on the morning of the 18th.

D. M. Carver.
April rt.

From the Sabetha Church, Kans.

The District Meeting of the Northeastern
District of Kansas met at the Sabeiha church
for Ministerial Meeting April 13, at 9 A. M„
with a good representation from nearly every
church in the District. The topics were inter-

esting and well discussed, .These meetings
are, I think, of great value in getting the mem-

Thus ended three days of very pleasant la

bor. While some of the discussions were spii

ind in earnest, not an unkind word wa
spoken during the whole time. That is as i

should be, and so it will be il we have the spir

it of Christ. Many remarked that it was tb

best District Meeting they ever attended.

C. J. Hooper.Ami so.

MINISTERIAL PROGRAMS.

NEPPER-CR1TCHFIELD. — By the

er, at his residence, near Berlin, Pa., April

1897. Bro. Charles W. Knepper and Mis;

mr Critchfield, both of Somerset County

W. G. Schkock.

BAER-L1BERTY.—At the residence

the bride's parents, April 18, 1897, by the 1

dersigned, Mr. Charles P Baer and M
Maggie Liberty, both of Meyeisdale, Pa.

W. G.Schpock.

FALLEN t ASLEEP

First District of West Virginia.

The following is the programme of the

Brethren's Ministerial Meeting of the

District of West Virginia, to be held a

Beaver Run church. May 20, 21 and 22, if

1. "What Should be Discussed at our Mi
isterial Meetings? By Whom?" — Charl
Frantz, T. Ezra George.

2. " Promptness as a Factor in Church
Work. 1

—Peter Arnold, H. N. Kelley.

Method for the Churc

Talented Brethren Occupy new Fields.

Fike, G. W. Leatherman.

4. " How can we Best Counteract the World-
ly Tendency of our Members and Develop in

them Greater Activity in the Church? "—D. B.
Arnold, Aaron Fike.

5. "The Church the Light-house of the
World."—J. A. Arnold, B. W. Smith.

A Discourse to the Ministry, Including "Ea
nestness, Modesty, Courtesy and Egotism,"—
K. Baker.

"Duty of the Ministry to the Congrega-
of the Congregation to the Ministry,"—G,
nold, Jonas Fike, O. P. Ebert.
" What is Necessary on the Part of the

ster to have the Inspiration of the Spirit

while Preaching."—Tobias Fike, Arthur W.
Arnold.

1 How can we make the Services at our
Love Feasts more Spiritual or Impressive?"—

J. D. Beery, S. A. Sister.

'A Scriptural Sermon; how Prepared, and
how Delivered. Should it be Textual, Topical,

Expositorv?"-J. K. Baker, Frank Roberts.
10. "The Need of Special Bible Terms, of

Ten Days or more, Held in our Home Congre-
gations."—W. F. Nine, Raphael Baker.

rE.—Well-prepared work is desired. A
blackboard will be furnished if needed. Time
will be properly limited. All on programme
should respond or procure substitutes,

G. S. Arnold,
)

B. W. Smith, \ Committee.
J. S. Fike, )

MATRIMONIAL-

FRANKLIN—HOUGHTON.—By the un-
srsigned, at his residence, in West Kidder,

Mo., April 7. 1897, Mr. William B. Franklin, of
Cameron, Clinton Co,, Mo., and Mrs. Emma
Houghton, of Butler, Bates Co., Mo.

Henry Etter.

KLEPSER.— In the Salimonie church, Hunt-
gton Co , Ind , April 8, 1897, of old age, Bro.

idrew Klepser, aged 9* years. Deceased
is bom in Germany, in 1804. He emigrated

America in early life, with his parents, set-

tling in Pennsylvania. From there he came to

Henry County, Ind., and, finally, to Hunting-

County, Ind. Deceased was a faithful

iber of the Brethren church. Funeral

by the Brethren. Interment at Lancaster, Ind.

O. C. Ellis.

SEARLE.—At his home, in Lanark, 111.,

April 18, 1897, Charles H. Searle, only son of

1, Thomas and Mary Searle, aged 16 years,

onths and 17 days. His disease was mea-

sles. He was a studious and promising boy,

and seemed to be unusually healthy and

strong, yet, in less than one week, death took

him. The funeral was conducted by Eld. Z,

T. Livengood, of the Progressive church, of

which his mother is a member. Prof. E. S.

Hady, Superintendent of the city High School
and the writer assisted in the services, which

the Progressive church.i held i:

rTKO

BUNGARD.—In the Bunker Hill church,

Ohio, April g, 1897, Sister Christena Bungard,

aged 81 years, 8 months and 22 days. De-
ceased was unmarried, and at the time of her

death she leaves two brothers. She was laid

to rest jn the Berlin cemetery. Funeral serv-

ices by Bro. Josiah Hochstetler, in the Metho-

dist church M lierli is. I"mm 2 Tim. 4: 7.

Sar

BYERS.—In Martinsburg, W. Va., Apri

1897, Sister Mary Ann Byers (nee Strike), aged

67 years, 5 months and 2 days. Her husband
preceded her five years and three months.

She was born in Cumberland County, Pa. She
leaves four sons and four daughters. All are

members of the Brethren church except one

son and one daughter. She was anointed a

few days before she died, Funeral services

by D. F. Stouffer, from James 4: 14.

John Brindle.

ROYER. — In the Buffalo Valley church,

Union Co., Pa., April 14, 1897, Sister Anna
Royer, aged 75 years, 9 months and 3 days

She was the wife of Bro. Isaac Royer (de

ceased), and daughter of John and Mary Shell-

enberger, deceased. Funeral services by the

writer, assisted by Isaiah Beaver and Gree
Shively, from 2 Pet. 1: 10, 11. J. L. Beaver.

STOUFFER—At his home, in York Cour
ty, Pa., March 20, 1897, Bro. Gibson Stouffe:

75 years, 10 months and 14 days. Bri

Stouffer called for the elders and was anointe

time before his death. His wife, Siste

Stouffer, preceded him to the spirit world som
ago. He leaves two sons and thre

daughters. Services at the Wolgamuth meel

aouse, where the body was laid to rest ii

cemetery at that place. The occasion wa
iroved from 2 Cor. 5: 1, by Bro. Henr

Beelman and the writer. Daniel Landis.

rife of Eld. Abi

Funeral occasion improved by
isters, assisted by Eld. S. J. Swi-

gart, of Lewistown. Pa. J. C. Swigart.

SNAVELY,—At McPherson, Kans., April

p, 1897, of diphtheria, Ruth, little daughter of

ro. John and Sister Ella Suavely, aged 2

:ars, 1 month and l day. After a sickness of

twelve days, her spirit took its flight. Funeral

rvices conducted by Eld. S. Z. Sharp, from

sa. 103: 15. Interment in the McPherson
:metery. I. C. Snavelv.

CHAPMAN.—In the Panther Creek church

alias Co., Iowa, March 29, 1897, Bro, Hiram
Chapman, aged 82 years, 11 months and 12

days. Services at the house, by Bro. D, E.
Brubaker, assisted by Bro. Samuel Badger,

from 2 Cor, 5: 1, J, S, Sheapfer,

ROOSE.—Near Bourbon, Marshall Co , Ind,

Feb. 28, 1897, Mrs. Margaret Roose, aged 45
years, 7 months and 13 days. Funeral services

by J. H. Sellers, from Job 14: 1-7.

Alice Yoder.

McCOMB.—In the St. Joseph Valley church,

Ind., April 9, 1897. Sister Eve McComb {nee

Cripe), aged 81 years, 1 month and 5 days.

Deceased was born near Dayton, Ohio, March
2, 1816. She came to this County (St. Jo

seph), with her parents, in 1830, and ex-

perienced what life is on the frontier. Sister

McComb united with the Bretbien in 1841.

She was faithful and consistent. Her luneral

was held in the Ulery churchhouse. Text,

Rev. 14: 13, by the writer, assisted by Eld. D.

P. Miller. H. W. Krieghhaum.

TRANTER —In the bounds of the Sampson
Hill church, Martin Co., Ind., April I, 1897,

er Tranter, wife of Bro. Henry Tranter,

d 64 years, 3 months and 26 days. She and
husband have been members of the Breth-

church for many years. Their earnestness

zeal have wondrously helped in building

up the church at this mission point. She lived

o see her children all gathered into the fold.

D. F. Hoover.

LEED.—At Stevens, in the Ephrata church,

'a., Sister Kate Leed, aged 56 years and 4

nontbs. Her daughter died a few years ago,

nd her husband eleven weeks ago, she being

he last of the family, Funeral by brethren

firam Gibble and Jno. Schlosser.

David Kilhefner.

SEASHOLS.—In the Silver Creek church,

)hio, April 17, 1897, of heart trouble, Bro.

fenry Seashols, aged 64 years, 5 months and
days. He was born in Cumberland County,

'a., Nov. 9, 1832. At the age of eighteen he
ame to Richland County, Ohio. In 1859 he
/as married to Charlotte Stoner. In 1864 they

loved to Williams County, Ohio, where he re-

gained until the time of his death. To their

sbori nd fb ghter;

The four daughters preceded him to the spirit

land. His companion and one son remain.

Funeral services were conducted by Eld.

Sholty, assisted by Bro. George Mahler.

A. A. Throne.

THOMAS.—In the Crooked Creek congre-

gation, Washington Co., Iowa, April iS, 1897,

of paralysis, Sister Susan Thomas, wife of Eld.

John Thomas (deceased), aged 69 years. 6
months and 8 days. She was born in Virginia,

Oct. 10, 1827. She married John Thomas in

May, 1S47, with whom she lived till his death,

Jan. 13, 1891. They moved to Iowa in 1862.

She was the mother of fourteen children, six of

whom died in childhood. She united with the

church in early life, and was faithful till death.

Funernl services by Anthony Sanger, from
Rev. 14: 13. S. F. Brower.

LAHMAN.—At Washington, D. C, April

20, 1897, of paralysis, Joseph Christian Lah-
man, eldest son of Christian and Elizabeth

Emmert Lahman, aged 65 years, 2 months and
26 days. Deceased was born Jan. 24, 1S32, in

ty, Pa. In the spring of 1845 the

ich he was a member, moved to

1 years later, in 1856,

ige with Lorenda C.

Ele'

lited i

Diehl, who, from th

Brethren's church, i

death, in April, 1879

higher Christ

n childre

Three daughti

881 he n

1861, till the time of her

life. To the!

hree of whom died in infancy,

and five sons are still living,

ried Susan B. Gitt, who also

to. Lahman united with the

Brethren's church at Franklin Grove, 111., in

[was elected to the ministry in 1864.

ordained to the eldership at Keuka,
[890. Funeral services by Eld. D. L.

Miller. * * *

MILLER.—Near the French Broad church,

Jefferson Co., Tenn., April 11, 1897, John Mil-

r, aged 76 years, 4 months and 13 days. His
fe preceded him to the spirit land twenty-

ven years ago. Funeral services were held

by Eld. Jacob Wine, from Eccl. 9: 10. A few
days before death he expressed a desire to

ute with the church. His remains were laid

rest in the French Broad cemetery.

J. N. McCrary.

YOST.—In the Bear Creek church, Ohio,

April 7, 1897, of spinal meningitis, Daniel A.

aged 27 years, 7 months and 24 days.

Father, mother, two brothers and three sisters

bim. Funeral services by brethren A.

G. CrosBwbite and S. Horning, Josiah Eby,
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Horns Off!

Children at Work.-Weekly; weU-illnstia.
d; contains the Sunday school lesson, with,

cplanation, etc., adapted to the understanding
: small children. No better publication can
e found for the little boys and girls of oar

Sunday schools.

^
Thk following is the list of the periodicals,

,",„ Sunday School Helps, etc.

Baltimore City Church.

Classified Minutes of Annual Meeting.

Not all the members of our church have
that perfect knowledge of our principles, thai

is so desirable. Others there are who are well

acquainted with the church as it exists, but

who would like to know something of her past

history, as regards her gradual growth and de-

velopment. In fact, all who are interested in

the welfare of the church, that is so dear to all

of us, should have access to a complete com-
pilation, such as is found in the "Classified

Minutes of Annual Meeting," with the appen-
dix, containing the Minutes up to the year

1892, We sell this work at only Ji.jo for cloth

binding. Be sure to send for a copy while the

supply is still on band. Those who have the

Ud edition of the "Classified Minnres," cat

have the "Appendix" in separate binding fen

Doctrinal Outlines

Is a book of 77 closely-printed pages that is

growing in favor wherever it is known. It is a

work for ministers, Sunday school workers and

others, containing outlines on the following:

Historical, Doctrinal, Missionary, Secret Soci-

eties, Homiletics, Revivals, The Sunday School

The Home,
It is highly prized in Smyrna. (See page 41

of Messenger.) Order soon, as the number
on hand is limited. Price, paper covt

cents; cloth, 25 cents, prepaid,

Brethren Publishing House,
Mt. Morri

The Doctrine of the Brethren Defended.

We are admonished by the apostle to give a

reason to every man of the hope that is in us.

Often we are interrogated upon points of

church doctrine on which we cannot give the

desired information, and would be glad to

know just where to get it. "The Doctrine of

the Brethren Defended " contains a complete

exposition of the Faith and Practice of the

Brethren, the Divinity of the Holy Spirit, Im-

mersion, Feet-washing, the Lord's Supper, the

Holy Kiss, Non-conformity, Secret Societies,

etc. Price, per copy, cloth binding, fci.25; to

ministers, $I.OO. Address this office for further

particulars

Texas' Big Berry Crop.

>Li.« slilpp.il north. Apply t

James T. Quinlan,

SHIPPING- k COMMISSION MERCHANT
305 S. Charles St., Baltimore, Md.

"We call spe

passed facilities in procuring for oar readers

any book published, at especially low prices,

In ordering books always give title of book,

aithor and publisher,

Our Publications.

The (lospel Messenger.—a large, religions

weekly,—published m the interest of the Breth-
ren or German Baptist church and their only
recognized r-nurch organ. Price, $1.50 per

The Young Disciple.

-

ly for the young. This
teresting Sunday school

should be used in all tbi

An illustrated week-

brethren's Family Almanac—Every fam-
ily should have this Almanac; complete in ev-

ery way. Price, per copy, 10 cents; special

terms to energetic agents,

Brethren's Quarterly.—Prepared for all ad-

vanced classes. It contains the lesson text,

and a complete explanation of tbe lesson

throughout. In preparing this quarterly we
keep constantly in view the needs of the

Brotherhood, and aim to fully adapt It to their

IKl

enlle Quarterly—Prepared especially

e intermediate classes. This is one of the

it, and best illustrated quarterlies pub-

1, The pictures are selected with great

ind every lesson is illustrated. The little

are delighted with It,

Sunday School Supplies.—We keep any

thing that is used in Sunday school work.

Write us for prices on goods not adver-

Testaments, flexible, red-edge, per do*en . . .1 Bo

Sunday School Reward Cards.—Our stock

of cards is large and presents a variety

in styles and prices so as to please all.

Please send us a trial order and be con*

- Designs, very One, flowered boi

Duni«Q8, very One gilt edge, -lie

OBs'ed, extra line, Blie 8*xfi}i, . .

:e8x3«,. . . .

:eBx«H
udtjoape, me 3H*Wi
ncape,ilie8>ix»i.. - .

lUe 8*4x8*,

*i&H Landtoapea

Other Helps.—We are p

Bible Dictionaries, Coromei

Bibles of every description,

before ordering elsewhere.

When ordering cards be ;

-.rand price as well as ibei

may be no mistake.

repared to fumlsb

itaries. Maps, and

Always write us
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New Brethren Colony,

MOUNT MORRIS,
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This is a Time When

...MONEY IS SCARCE...

\ el Sun. lay School Teachers, and others,
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D TEACHER'S BIBLE
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>.\ford Concord-
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id side title, publishers' price, $4,00, which we
il! send prepaid to any express office
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The book is no cheap reprint, but has good
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Address your orders to

Brethren Publishing House,
Ml. Morris, III.
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GENUK L MISSIONARY AND PRACT DERARTMENT.—

long delay, and a great deal of debat-
ing, the Arbitration Treaty, between the United
States and Great Britain, has been defeated in the
Senate of our own nation, lacking only three votes
of having the required two-thirds of the votes
cast. This is a sore disappointment to the lovers
of peace throughout the world. It was a day of
general rejoicing, when it was made known that
the terms of the Treaty had been agreed upon by
the representatives of this and the mother country,
and when the terms were fully endorsed by the
President, and promptly accepted by the public,
we felt confident that the adopting of the Treaty
by the Senate, was an assured fact. It seems to
us that such an august body could hardly be capa-
ble of doing so unwise a thing. We have no way
of knowing why the Senate thought proper to re-
ject such a far-reaching measure, as the subject

:onsidered and discussed in secret, it being
the custom of the Senate to consider all treaties
behind closed doors. We fear, however, that the
long-cherished arbitration sentiment has received
a backset from which it is not likely to soon re-
cover. And since England had already agreed to
accept the Treaty, as agreed upon by the two rep-
resentatives, who arranged the terms, we must now
take the second place in the scale of advanced
civilization, confessing, with great humility, that
we have made a great mistake and that England
is one step ahead of us in the interest of peace.
Wc greatly regret the action of our Senate regard-
ing this important matter. We feel sad over it;

in fact, we feel ashamed of it.

^_*EDITORIAL * MISCELLANY-^

Wu Ting Fang, the new minister from China tc
Hie United States, passed through Chicago on hi;

«y to Washington, some ten days ago. As ht
navels in royal style, and was accompanied by a

»»mber of his own people finely clad in Chinese
prments, the circumstance gave rise to a goodM of curiosity. The new minister is held in
"6" esteem in his own country. He is a graduate
I Oxford, and studied law in England. His wife
traded considerable attention on account of her
mall feet, which are reported to be not over three
"Aes long, and what is more remarkable, the
*°3nd, as well as the wife, is said to be very
'»«d of them. In fact, the woman has no feet.
"«n a child, her feet were bandaged until they
«e pressed up into her ankles and now she tries
1 walk on mere stubs. She cannot walk,—she just
•"ties along, assisted by an attendant on either
Je

- This is fashion, and the ladies in America,
seeing such things send up a wail, and plead
m °'e missionaries to be sent to China to rid

™> of this barbarous habit. Some of those, who
*e Permitted to converse with the distinguished
'"email, questioned him concerning the custom

(

'andaging the women's feet among his people.
" e n wished to know why this government per-

' 'he ladies to lace as they do. He said he ,

»M consider the bandaging of feet any more
°t Place than tight lacing. Probably we need
missionary work at home as well as in China. I

The President has signed letters' granting Gen-
ai Miles, commander of the United States army,
leave of absence that he may visit the scenes of
e war between Turkey and Greece, and witness
me of the battles as they occur, should the

struggle continue. Since fighting is a soldier's
ness, and he should understand his business as

thoroughly as possible, it is altogether probable
that this is the best way of doing, when viewed
from a military standpoint. After having com-
pleted the study of the war, the General proposes
to visit Austria, Germany and England for the
purpose of viewing their great armies, and study-
ing their war methods. It seems to us that this is

not the better way. War is not only unchristian
but it is barbarous and cruel, and unworthy the
approval of a people well advanced in civilization.
It would be far better to study the ways of peace
and learn the best plans of avoiding war. If there
are feasible methods in Europe for preventing
wars, let us have them; let us send our generals
and politicians over to study them, but as for the
methods of keeping great standing armies, and
burdening the people until life becomes almost
unendurable, we do not want them. This country
of ours should cease to learn war and study the
things that make for peace.

ing places of exit. Some were helped out through
a side window, others over a part of the wall by
means of ladders, but scores were caught in the
flames and burned to death, in sight ol those seek-
ing to aid them. In a few minutes the whole
structure was a mass of flames, the roof fell, and
horrible was the scene. Over one hundred are
said to have perished, though many more are re
ported missing or injured, and some of then, the
wealthy and fashionable ladies of Paris A few
were the wives of the nobility. As soon as the
fire could be extinguished, scores of men were put
to work getting out the dead bodies Thesj were
piled in heaps as they were carried out The
scene was sickening indeed. Side by side, the rich
and the poor, the high and the low labored and-
wept as they searched for 'heir loved ones Many
of the remains could not even be identified. A

iber of costly carriages had to return empty,
the owners could not be found. Servants

searched in vain for their mistresses, mothers for
their daughters, daughters for their mothers and
husbands for their wives. Such another scene has
not been witnessed in years,

ternoon of May 14 About 1,500
sembled at the Charity Bazaar, in a carelessly-
instructed wooden building. Among those in

attendance were many from the best society in
he city. Fire broke out, the alarm was given,
nd a panic resulted. Every woman rushed for
he doors, the stronger trampling the weaker
under foot, until, at and near the doors, was a great
pile of women, over whom the others climbed un-
til the door became blocked with the crushed.
The fire soon spread over the entire building, and
the screaming women ran hither and thither, seek-

Poor Greece is once more humiliated. The
sympathies of the greater part of the civilized
world were with her, but sympathy alone could not
save her. When she went into war with Turkey,
millions gloried in her pluck, but the better in-
formed pitied her judgment. Greece is small
and weak, Turkey is large and strong, and the de-
feat of Greece was quite generally predicted from
the start. The Powers urged her not to enter the
conflict, but she would not listen. Her armies are
defeated, her spirit depressed and her cause has re-
lived a terrible setback. It may require a gener-
ion or more for her to regain what she has lost
seems strange that Greece should have entered

the struggle, but there may have been encourage-
ments behind the curtain that have not yet come to
light. We can hardly avoid concluding that she
must have been secretly urged on by one or more
of the powers, with promises of all needed assist-
ance, but when the time came for aid she was for-
saken and left to her fate. She now appeals to the
powers for mediation with Turkey, but it is al-
together probable that the Sultan will not let her
off 90 easily. She is at the mercy of the Turkish
government, and in the terms of peace may have to
suffer far more than what has happened to her dur-
ing the short and unfortunate war. In this case
might makes right. It is a sad and humiliating af-
fair to contemplate. Greece has a glorious history,
so to speak. Her advanced civilization dates far
back into antiquity, and among her people are num-
bered some of the brightest minds of earth, and
then her influence was on the side of Christianity.
There is nothing in the history of Turkey over
which to glory. Her whole pathway is strewn with
the bones of the murdered innocents. She has
waded through fields of innocent blood, and during
the last few years has massacred the defenseless
Christians by the thousands. It is sad to contem-
plate the results of the encouragement she will re-
ceive for the success of her armies against Greece.

The Lower House of the Legislature of Illinois

has won the gratitude of parents and all who have
the welfare of the young at heart by passing, with-
out a dissenting vote, an act to prohibit the manu-
facture and sale of cigarettes in this State. It

would be an inestimable blessing to the country if

all the States would follow the good example set
by Illinois, in this commendable movement.
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HUSHED THE TOMB IN JOSEPHS GARDEN."

BY HARKIBT MoEWBN KIMBALL,

Hushed the tomb in Joseph's garden,

Watched by Pilate's guard, and sealed;

Closelli round a mightier legion

To their vision unrevealed —
Alt the powers of darkness wait

Trembling at the awful gate.

Ended now the final Sabbath,

Day of rest, of warfare done;

Suddenly from Heaven at midnight

Swift descends a mighty one,

Coming to prepare the way

Fnr a higher, holier day.

Angel of the Lord most glorious

At the sepulcher he stands

Where the crucihed Redeemer

Sleeps in death's constraining bands;

Quakes the earth; the watchmen reel;

breaks the proud imperial seal!

Rolls the stone away revealing

Christ, the Victim, Victor made;

Even pen inspired might falter

At the dazzling scene displayed.

Death's dark brood in wildest fear

Speed them to their nether sphere!

Sun of suns, the Heavenly Bridegroom

From his chamber pours the light

Of his own Eternal Godhead,

Flooding all the realms of night;

Breaks the Day henceforth to be

Glorious with his victory.

Evermore with Alleluias

Celebrate the Feast supreme;

Let the splendor of his triumph

O'er the ransomed nations stream;

And each lesser Lord's Day know

Easter's radiant overflow.

Yet one Sabbath more remaineth—

Rest from warfare for his own,

While in Paradise ibey tarry

And he builds his judgment throne;

Then shall Alleluias pour

Flood on Hood forevermore!
—the Independent.

'THE CATHOLIZATION OF PROTESTANTISM."

Christianity,

tn all ec

is, which utilized the powers of monas-

converted a great part of Europe to

He was the ruling spirit of his age,

:lesiastical matters his advice or com-

mand was final.

" In reference to bapt

a Spanish bishop, becai

Before this time trine it

be necessary and of divi

certain Arians (a Spanish

m, his letter to Leander,

e the law of the church.

mersion was supposed to

e institution; but because

) used the threefold

G-egory taught that the Roman
' :holics of Spain might use a single immersion.'

1

ffect of Gregory's advice was not to change

the general practice of trine immersion, but only to

legalize, where it might seem proper, a single im

At the fourth council of Toledo, A. D. 633, the

Roman Catholic clergy "decreed that henceforth

only one immersion should be used in baptism."

Single immersion is purely the offspring of

Roman Catholicism, and to baptize by single im-

mersion or sprinkling, is to be Catholicized. Single

immersion can not be found beyond Spain in the

fourth century. Back of that we find trine immer-

sion,—the baptism commanded by Christ. Jesus

taught his followers to wash one another's feet

This was practiced among the early Christians, but

was abrogated,—done away,—by the Catholics at

the council of Eliberis. It still stands in force in

the Gospel. Jesus Christ has never abrogated it,

and his faithful followers will continue to practice

it until he comes again.

In connection with feet-washing and the Com
munion, Jesus Christ instituted a Supper, and Paul

calls it the Lord's Supper; Peter and Jude call it

the feast of love, or love feast. These suppers or

love feasts were observed by the primitive Chris

tians for hundreds of years, in connection with the

bread and cup of Communion, but Roman Catholi-

cism again asserted itself with its voting powers, and

voted them out of the church, but, thank Go J, were

not able to vote them out of the Gospel. This was

first done in the fourth century, at the council of La

odicea, and again at the council of Carthage. It was

decided by the Roman Catholic clergy, in opposi-

tion to the example and precept of Jesus Christ,

that no person should partake of the Eucharist un-

he first abstain from eating, and thus we might

in with other commands of Jesus, served in the

The above heading is taken from a tract, written

by A. H. Lewis, D. D a Sabbatarian of some note.

He contends that I'.otestants are being Catholicized,

because they rest upon the first day of the week in-

stead of the seventh, alleging that Sunday-keeping

was originated and put in force by Roman Catho-

lics, and hence is a child born nf the apostasy. It

is a fact, nevertheless, that the first day of the

week,—Lord's Day,—was kept as a day of rest and

worship, hundreds of years, by Christ's followers,

before Roman Catholicism, with her Pope and

swarm of superstitious came into existence. The

Pope of Rome and his adherents had no more to

do with changing the Sabbath from the Seventh

Day to the first than Mr. Lewis himself.

Justin Martyr, Barnabas, Dionysins, and many

others, of the early Christian fathers, tell us of

their observance of the Lord's Day,—Christ's res-

urrection day. All these faithful ministers and

Christians lived long before Roman Catholicism

came into existence. The Roman Catholic church

did, however, change many of the ordinances of

God's house, and Protestants should investigate

closely, to be sure they are not following the Pope

of Rome and his cardinals, instead of Jesus Christ.

The Roman Catholic clergy, with their Pope, voted

trine immersion out of the church and substituted

single immersion and sprinkling in its stead.

" Dean Milman dates the history of Latin,

Western, Christianity from the pontificate of Greg-

ory the Great. It was in his time that the Western

Church entered upon her career of power. In all

her activities, whether of work, or worship, she

bore the mark of his moulding hand. He modified

and developed her ritual, created her music, and,

himself a monk, originated that system of mjnion-

nstituted, not Je Chri "d still lhey

> De rotiowtng me Diuic. Roman Ca-
tholicism, from that standpoint, is the more con-

sent of the two. O that all would obey Christ

d walk in his counsels, instead of following the

:crees of Roman Catholicism!

Cedar Rapids, Iowa,

THE BLESSINGS OF QIVINQ.—TWO PICTURES.

mini

e two pictures in mind, and when I think ol

am reminded of the words of our dear Uro.

1, in Asia Minor, when he wrote to me,

ian a year ago, saying, " From my eleven

xperience as a minister, I have had strong

es conducive to the fact that those who

en endowed with the Christian spirit of giv.

e prone to give systematically and

needs of the church and mis-

much blessed by God, e

that those who did n

uld not give, or would not giv

emselves in that their spirituality

ing. and

liberally

tifold

nd tha

ebb. This

butindividual church membi

congregations and bodies of

Therefore, Leighton was right wh

y was
punis ling

inly

only concerntng

also as reg ards

den ominat ons,

en he said, Pro.

lest God pre por-

l:,.<n„,

The Roman Catholics base their authority for

changing the ordinances of God's house on the

theory that the authority of the church is above

God's Word. Will Protestants sanction this as

legal authority? Surely not; for here is where

Protestantism had its birth.

Then, why do not Protestants manifest their sin-

cerity in opposing this monster evil by following

Jesus Christ, and obeying his blessed commands in-

stead of following the Roman Catholic church in

her apostasy from God's Word? Why do not

the learned Sabbatarians, who are so afraid of

the Catholicizing of Protestantism, baptize " in-

to the name of the Father, and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit," as Jesus Christ com-

manded, instead of practicing single immersion,

as commanded by Roman Catholicism? All well-

informed Catholic priests will tell- you the prim-

itive practice was trine immersion, and ihe en-

tire Eastern (Greek) church, numbering many mil-

lions, practice trine immersion to this day. After

the Western (Latin) church,—Roman Catholicism,

—had apostatized, they adopted sing'

sprinkling, and a swarm of other innova

Many of the leading reformers came out of th

man Catholic church, protesting against her in

tions and departures from the Gospel. But a

striking resemblance, in many respects, was never

seen than is manifested in many of these daughters

of their ancient mother,—the Roman Catholic

church. There is this difference, however,—the

mother church does not claim to follow the Gospel

plan of salvation, claiming the authority of the

church as being above the Bible, while her daugh-

ters, in Protestantism, practice, in many respects,

the identical things that the old mother church

I.

igregation of if

1 comfortable ci

cumslances, financially,

central United States.

2. Number of members,-

more than one hundred.

3. Possessing a mind

give to the Lord's work aft

providing well for self.

4. Wanted,— contributioi

for pressing home missit

-ork. Response,—five dc

5. Wanted,— contributions

for a sorely-afflicted family of

members. Response, — less

than seven dollars.

6. Result of laboring first

for self,

(<r) A congregation of poor

church workers, who are

" neither cold nor hot."

(li) Unprecedented " hard

times " in temporal things.

7. Texts applied: "He
which sowetb sparingly shall

reap also sparingly.

» ThK that with-

holdeth more than is meet

but it tendeth to poverty.'

:24-

poor, isolated, and newly i

sacrifice for the Lord's i

and trust him for the fut

4. Wanted, —mission

tributions, none in panic

Response to the Gem I Mis.

;en dollars.

5. Wanted,— contributions

for the poor, none. But vol-

untary private contributions

to help unfortunate menibets,

: th.t 1 doll.

1

6. Result of sacrificing lor

the Lord's work,

(a) Energy, zeal, and spir-

ituality in the church.

{!>) Abundance of financial

blessings.

7. Texts applicable: "He

which soweih bountifully,

shall reap also bountifully."

" Thert

scattcreth and yet

eth." Prov. 11:24.

These pictures are true, and fairly presented, and

I would not be surprised to learn that there are

several others just like them in the Brotherhood.

How many churches will change from picture num-

ber one to number two, this year, and thereby ac-

cept the blessings of God that are in store to

them?
Warrcnsburg, Mo.

THE UNPARDDNABLE SIN.

"What is the unpardonable sin? "-is a question

that has often been asked and answered by »'

abler pens than mine, yet it seems so clear to me

that I venture to express my views concerning i

After our Savior had been accused of casting o

devils through Beelzebub, the prince of devils,

said, " Verily I say unto you, All sins shall be to

given unto the sons of men, and blasphem."

wherewith soever they shall blaspheme: But

that shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost n

never forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal darn

nation: Because they said, He hath an unclean sp

it," Mark 3: 28, 29, 30,



Holy Spirit

him. He was led by
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Wh-n our Savior was baptized, th

descended and abode upon him. H
the Spirit into the wildernes

devil, and in all his afrer-lif<

ed and led by the same Spii

performed through it.

Now it seems clear to me that the sin of attribut-

ing the works of our Savior, through the Holy
Spirit, in casting out devils, to Beelzebub, was in

this case blasphemy against the Holy Ghost, or

the unpardonable sin, and if we should attribute

the works of the Holy Spirit,—through our Savior,

the apostles, or any of his blood-bought children,

to Satan, I fear we would be guilty of blasphemy
against the Holy Ghost.

Savior says, "Judge not that ye be not
t judgment ye judge, ye shall

read the Scriptures quoted
le can find any other mean-
ugh the Messenger.

THE OOSPEL MBSSENBBH
to our Blessed Savior. The thirsting soul is con-
tinually crying out for more and more of that good-
ness that is harmony, which bring-th every discor-
dant sound in obedience to Christ, our great Teach-

judged, for t

be judged.'

carefully, and if any c

ing, please give it thn

Sweet Springs. Mo.

QOODNESS IS HARMONY.

The sacred historian, in speaking of that period

when the creative energies of God, culminated in

the creation of this world, and all things thereto
pertaining, said, it was pronounced "very good."
By this, evidently, we are to understand every-

thing was created in harmony with the Creator,

hence, goodness is harmony, and the key-note gov
erning every distin

of things animate or inan

ing the universe are harm
What we call moral or rel

from G id, can not be oth

feature of , wheth
All laws gover

'ith God himse:

cord,

:

ing bn

- than good; therefore, to

elements of God's own
him, and to be so, in as

similation, we partake of his goodness continually.

There is not a propensity of man's nature but
what has a key-note, ready and available, to be
touched by the finger of God, and, when so

touched, there will be complete harmony. But
this " harp of a thousand strings" has been tarn

pered with, and the whole instrument gotten out of

What a medley of discordant sounds coming
nan! The world became infatuated with dis-

an riot in keeping step to the " sound
nd tinkling cymbals." The key note of

love was wanting. Christ came to restore har-

mony, and that governing key-note sounded
throughout the realms of God's universe, coming
to us in sweet, melodious strains, that we may
learn harmony,—that we may have the goodness
of God shed abroad in our hearts, that the whole
man may be permeated with that goodness.

" The goodness of God leadeth to repentance."
It cannot be otherwise, for it harmony is restored,

every fibre of the soul comes in unison with God
and his divine nature. The redemptive plan of sal-

vation has all its lines or chords set upon the tuning
base by God's own fingers. The tension is jusl

right. God's own Son first touched the strings anc
brought out the grand and glorious music, set tc

the song of redemption. Angels bent to listen,

the earth shook, the fastnesses of nature were con-
vulsed,—heaven's hosts joined in with the chorus
of the new song.

Let us beware that we do not tampei
chords, as tensioned by Christ! It is this

with sacred things that has thrown the
Christian world into a confusion of voice
Gospel there is set a chord suited to each
emotion of the human heart. When we touch it

Perfect harmony with Christ, the elements of true
religion captivate the several emotions so complete-
'y that there is union and harmony throughout the
Parts of man's make-up, and thus the entire inner
»nd outer life becomes harmonious with every note
or word of God. The grandest life to be lived is

'hat of being in harmony with the great Gospel an-
"lem of eternal life. It is the new song we all want
10 learn,—it is the hymn by which we sing praises to
God, our Father, and by which we express homage

/ith the

eddling

ofessed

In the

1 every

Los Angeles. Cat.

DID CHRIST WASH THE DISCIPLES' FEET AT
BETHANY, SIX DAYS BEFORE THE FEAST

OF THE PASSOVER ?

I say, No, emphatically, No. (1) Because there
is not the least intimation in the twelfth chapter of
John that there was any feet-washing done on the
occasion. Mary anointed the feet of Jesus, but
there was no washing there. It is all a mistake to
make such a claim. (2) It is clear that feet-wash-
ing, as instituted by Christ, took place in an upper
room in Jerusalem. Compare Luke 22: 9, to, II
and 12, with Mark 14: 12-16. That settles the ques-
tion as to where they ate the " Supper," as John
and also Luke call it. John 13: 2; Luke 22: 20.

Now compare John 13: 2t; Luke 22: 21; Mark 14;
18; Matt. 26: 21. Those references prove that the
traitor was pointed out at the same feast, where Je-
sus washed the disciples' feet. Then, as you follow
the records of all four, you will find lhat, after the
supper, they went out, and that night Jesus was tak-
en before Annas and Caiaphas. Early in the morn-
ing he was taken to the judgment hall of Pilate,

and the same day he was crucified.

John 13: 29 makes it quite clear that some of the
disciples thought that Judas was to procure some-
thing for the Passover feast, because they were so
intent on the idea, that Jesus would keep the legal

feast, that they still looked for it. Moreover, the
next day was the legal day, according to the law of
the Passover, on which to keep it, and as they well
knew t^iat the Supper eaten that night was not the
Passover, I am not surprised that they still looked
for it.

What they had, to constitute that Supper, I do
not know,—my book does not say,—but that they
had a lamb, or a kid, is possible, for various
reasons, not necessary here to mention, but I do
know they had something to make a " sop," that
they had a table, that they had a basin to

pour water into, and a towel to wipe their

feet with, because my book says so. The things
necessary for the occasion were all provided before
the disciples went there to prepare. Jesus told

them that the man, whom they would find bearing
a pitcher of water, would show
room, furnished. Luke 12: 12

evidence to me that Jesus evid

arrangements with that man so

Fristoe, Mo.

them a large upper
The circumstances

ently had made the

me time previous.

HABITS.

BY GEO L, STUDBBAKER,

lisliiM."

The aiind of 1

1 of thy feet, and let all thy ways be estub-

1 well as the

ubject

physical pow
ce of habits.

Habit may be defined as a condition of the mind or

body, which results from the frequent performance
of an action.

We are creatures of habits. Animals walk, swim
and fly, by instinct. Man learns to walk, talk, and
swim, by practice. We often perform its bidding
without thought. We may sometimes be fully

aware of its power, and desirous of evading its

strong hold upon us, but our weakness is only man-
ifested in our failure.

Habits are either good or bad. A great point in

the education of children is, to teach them good
habits. Parents are directed " to train up a child

in the way he should go: and when he is old he will

not depart from it." Prov. 22: 6. " And ye fathers

provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them
up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord."
Eph. 6: 4.
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We should be parents of good habits, so that we
in teach our children by example. Parents make
very sad mistake in raising a family, while they

are not identified with the people of
Hi. 1

God.

We speak of men of good habits-people whose
thoughts, actions, words, and deeds are good.
Such people behave properly from force of habit.
Men of bad habits are unchristian, and immoral
men, and are controlled by force of bad habits.
Men form the habit of using profane language

and yet we are told, " Thou shall not take the name
of the Lord thy God in vain; for the Lord will not
hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain

"

The habitual use of God's name, without a feel-
ing of reverence and respect, tends to weaken the
feeling of veneration towards him, and the true
spirit of devotion. Profanity is one of the grossest
forms of vice, for which there can not be given the
least apology or excuse. It does not add to one's
comfort. It does not feed or clothe the naked. It

only lowers one in the scale of morality, and unfits
him for the society of the good.
Drunkenness is another bad habit. Do not in-

dulge boys in the habit of partaking of the intoxi-
cating cup. One hundred thousand annually fill a
drunkard's grave, notwithstanding the fearful decla-
ration that " no drunkard can enter the kingdom
of heaven." How many of these leave the sorrow-
ing widow, and the disheartened and forlorn little

children! No one ever expects to fill a drunkard's
grave. The drunkards of to-day were school-chil-
dren a few years ago, and the drunkards of a
few years hence are schoolboys today. If all

the youths in our land would shun everything
which intoxicates, there would be no more drunk-
ards. " Wine is a mocker. Strong drink is raging;
and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise."

The use of tobacco, in chewing and smoking, is a
habit, and a very expensive one. Some boys think
it looks manly to use tobacco. A certain writer
gives the following brief questions to determine if

a thing is right:

1. Is it right?

2. Do good people generally approve of it?

3. Will it interfere with school or business?

4. May it be productive of good habits?

5. Will its enjoyment lead into doubtful com-
pany?

6 Will it lead into places of questionable propri-
cty?

7. Will my example influence others injuriously?

S. Can I afford the cost in time and money?
9. Will my pleasure affect the right of any one in

person or property?

To those who have formed the habit, I would say,

"Quit it." James says, "Lay apart all filthincss

and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with
meekness the engrafted word." Tobacco is filthy,

superfluous, and useless. We forbid the use of
tobacco in our churchhouses, as we do not want
them to be desecrated, because they have been
dedicated to the worship of God. If we do not
want our places of worship desecrated by tobacco,

how much less ought we to have our bodies dese-
crated by the filthy weed, because these are tem-
ples for the indwelling of God's Spirit!

Then we have the habit of untruthfulness. Pos-

sibly there is no habit that grows on the young as

thoughtlessly. We smooth over, cover up, exag-
gerate. As parents, whatever we do, let us be
truthful to our children. The best way for parents

to teach their children to tell the truth, is to be
truthful. May we thus "ponder the paths of the

Lord, and all our ways may be established aright."

Using by-words and slang-phrases is a habit in-

dulged in by a great many good people. Is it not

modified swearing? Brethren, guard against this

habit! Young people, do not indulge in this very

unbecoming habitl It is remarkable how, some-
times, we get into the habit of using some by-word!

If told we used such a word, we would deny it.

Slang-phrases and by-words are very unbecoming
for any one to use, especially a Christian.

We are sometimes asked if habits can be

changed, Yes! Bad character may be reformed,
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and good reputation may be regained; but the task

sometimes is long and difficult. Youth is the time

to cultivate good habits. Man, within his own

power or strength, may fail to change his habits or

wrongdoings; but come to Jesus; " though your sins

be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow;

though they be red, like crimson, they shall be as

wool." Isaiah 1: 18. Let your daily prayer be,

" Lead us not into temp'ation."

Then you should avoid the persons, places, and

things, that will have a tendency to cause you to

fall into your old habits. Frequent the places

where the good, the noble and the brave, may be

found. Do not give up the struggle if you break

your resolutions. For " if you don't at first suc-

ceed, try, try again."

"Ask the Savior In help you,

Comfort, strengthen and keep ymi,

He is willing to aid you,

He will carry you through."

Oh! may we all guard our steps that we may be

found in the ways of the Lord! His ways are ways

of pleasantness, and his paths are paths of peace.

Shideler, I«d. _ _^__^
AMEN.

BY JENNIE CALHOUN BAKER.

" Forever with the Lord, ' Amen,' so let it he.

Life from the dead is in that word,

'Tis immortality."

How freely do we ejaculate "Amen and amen,"

and how little do we live it! We are asked to pray

the prayer, to address the petition, but we are ex-

pected to live the "Amen " We pray earnestly, or

so we believe, to be made better, and to this peti-

tion we prefix an "Amen," so be tt We leave our

closets anrt. along with them, all thoughts of our

petitions. We go out into the world and, instead of

shunning the evil and placing ourselves in a posi-

tion where all the influences are for good, we place

ourselves under the direct influence of evil. As
well might we pray, "Lead us into temptation," for

God requires action along with prayer,

This little word "Amen," at the end of the

prayer, is almost a repetition of " Thy will be done,"

along with an expressed desire, thit. if possible,

our wishes might be granted.

Our English Bible is filled with little words ex-

pressive of great meanings; they are the little

things needful for confounding the wise ones of the

earth.

Have you ever stood in a darkened room and
looked, through a tiny opening in the shutter, at

the green vistas of a bright and sunny world,

s'retrhing away beyond ken of the eye; so I am do-

ing now,— standing in a darkened world, looking

through the small, inspired words, into the great

and beautiful beyond. Nearest at hand, the view is

limited,—self-repressinns, trials by the wayside,

s»ones to be trodden upon, thorny hedges on either

side,—but beyond all these the broad, green fields

of eternal rest, with streams of "still waters" in

boundless reaches.

When the child of God is being led through the

"valley and shadow of death," then is heard very

faintly from the doubting ones, "Amen." It is

easy to cry "Amen," 'tis difficult to always feel it

in ihe heart; it is still more difficult to live it in our

We first find the word "Amen " to be used, not as

the close to a prayer, but as a punishment to the
one who utters it. Being b'amed for a great evil,

the one adjudged guilty, after hearing the sentence
pronounced, as to the effects that will follow, be he
guilty, exclaims, "Amen, amen," much in the same
way in which we would take an oath. In Deut.

27: 15 the word is used in the same way.

In answer to King David's desire for his son, Sol-

omon, to succeed him on the throne, we hear Be-
naiah, son of Jehoiada, answering "Amen," in

token of submission and, possibly, also of apprecia-

tion of the choice. In 1 Chron. 16: 36, we hear all

the people saying, "Amen," to David's Psalm of
Thanksgiving, using the word much as the re-

of

they ;The people were then, no doubt, muc
now,—some, out of the fullness of their hearts, an-

swering to the thoughts of David, while others

thought of the multitude standing by.

In Psalms we find the word repeated,—"Amen
and amen," thus rendering it doubly emphatic.
" Let all the people say, Amen,"—even so, Lord,—

in these latter days no less than when David wrote

his sweet songs.

There are many things grievous to be borne,

many happenings that are beyond our comprehen

"God 1 way,

but

His wonders to perfor

d not try to understand, which would bt

1 wholly useless, as God is in

omprehensible. Let us do his will and submit ir

11 things, living out " one grand Amen! " That i:

ur duty and our privilege.

Everett, Pa.

ARE YOU LIVINQ ON FRAGMENTS?

While at Columbus, Ohio, I visited the peniten-

tiary. On entering the reception room I found

dozens of waiting people. Upon inquiry I learned

that they were waiting to have their baskets filled

with the fragments, or leavings, of the prison tables.

The warden said, " It is a sad state of affairs when

people have to live off of prison-table scraps."

While that is true, it is more deplorable and far

worse when people will allow themselves to live on

hope of the fragments which they gather from the

poorest church members they find in their locality.

They only live on comparing the good fragments

of their moral lives with the fragments of mistakes

of those who are not living consistent lives. Christ

says, " Gather up the fragments, so that there be

nothing lost." The lesson we might learn is, that

we gather the good examples and precepts of oth-

ers, and use them to help build up our Christian

character and make our lives a great, substantial

structure, where others might find refuge, "that

they, seeing our good works, might glorify our

Father which is in heaven." Take care of the frag-

ments, and the loaves and fishes will take care of

themselves. There are always plenty to look after

the " big and best things."

PickrelL Nebr.

PROGRESS.

BY LOUIS MACEY.

A great deal has been said, from time to time,

about the progress the church has made, and in

paring what "we have done" with what the old

brethren did "then," some seem to think we are far

advance of their work.

However, let us observe a few points:

1. They lived up to their opportunities, and, as

on as anything was proved, held fast to it. Their

very conservatism held intact the elements of true

progress,—Gospel principles. The Brethren, in all

ages, have kept their work abreast of the age in

which they lived. Paul did not edit a church paper,

nor travel rapidly from one appointment to another

as we do, but he was as far advanced as those who
opposed him, and, probably, did as much, propor-

tionally, as any man does now, or ever has. In this

day of error, sophistry and impurity, printed and
sown broadcast, learned liars and organized opposi-

tion, we, to be equal to the Brethren of earlier

times, must print, teach and organize, to push our

work.

2. We must remember with care that our prog-

ress is not in adding new principles to those we
have, nor yet in making over, or adapting the Gos-
pel principles to suit this advanced age. Alas! too

many follow that plan and we must watch, for

" other foundation can no man lay than that is

laid." We cannot add to or take from the God-
given plan and principles, for these are perfect for

all time. Then, too, our progress is limited to two
things, or, rather, two lines of effort:

( /) Bringing our lives in hwnnony with Gostel princi-

ples. Are we making progress along this line? Do
we not too often hear of retrogression? In business

we have a motto for work, " Not how much, but

how well." Shall the children of this world be
wiser than the children of light? '

(2) Manner of p'omulgating the teachings of Jesus,

As noted above, we must progress along this line, to

be on equal footing and ready to meet the opposing
forces of progressive evil. I repeat, We must pro-

gress here, to do our duty and to be as efficient as

the church of old.

Now, to illustrate, I (and doubtless all whose
names appear in the Almanac) have received not

less than ten " New Church" (Swedenborg) tracts

and pamphlets of from 60 to 260 pages each, with

the offer of larger volumes on payment of postage

also three or four Adventist pamphlets, "Watch
Tower," tracts, etc., all freely sent and full of her-

esy, as cunningly put together as possible, to de-

ceive the very elect.

Add to this the mass of impurity in fiction of the

day, and there is but one th'ng to do,— supply men
and women with something pure, good and true, to

read and think upon.

Again, " civilization" has introduced evil in the

form of opium into China, loose morals into India,

rum into Africa, and so on through the list. Now,
if we are to do even a small part of our duty, we
must send missionaries to preach Christ,—the cure

for sin.

Our safety lies in " What thy hand findeth to do,

do it with all thy might." Look inside, ahead and

up, but not back. " Remember Lot's wifr." Let us

say as Paul: "God forbid that I should glory, save

in the cross of Christ."

Let others glory in past or present achievements,

in "Unbroken Succession," in "Sacred Relics," or

great dignitaries who have graced their ranks, we
must press forward, looking to Jesus,

Doubtless many readers, with me, know how it is

when we drive the corn p'anter,—when we think we

are making "b^e lines," and look back to see, right

there we make a "wriggle" in the rows. When-
ever man or church dwell on their past, they go
" crooked."

Millville, Mo.
_

HOW MANY DO YOU EXPECT?

BY A. HUTCHISON.

The above was asked of the writer at Decatur,

111., while I was lying in bed in Dr. Walston's San-

itarium. Speaking of the forthcoming Annual Meet-

ing, a citizen of that city asked, with a marked ex-

pression of amusement, "About haw many of your

people do you expect to attend this meeting?"

I answered, "There may be as many as six or

seven thousand." (I aimed to be on the safe side.)

Then he said, with a smile, "Do you think there

will be two hundred?"

1 replied, " You go out on the grounds and see."

So, on Saturday afternoon, he went out for his

first trip. He returned, greatly exercised in his

feelings. Coming into my room, he sa>d, " I'll take

it all back. O! I had no idea that there were so

many Dunkers. Why, there are several thousand

people out there already, and they are nearly all

Dunkers."
" Well," I inquired, " may you not be mistaken?"

"Oh, no, I know I am not mistaken. I know

they are members of the church."

1 asked him, " How do you know? "

He said, "They carry the signs in their dress and

their deportment."

I would to God we could always be known by

these two signs. I fear, sometimes, that our deport-

ment betrays our badge. May the citizens of Fred-

erick City, Md., be deeply impressed at our next

Annual Meeting, that we have been with Jesus, and

that we are in earnest in our efforts to rescue the

perishingl

McPherson, Kant,
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THE PRESS IN TURKEY.

Mr Ibrahim E. Ul-khouri, of Providence, R. I ,

in a recent issue of the Independent, has this to say
concerning the press in Turkey:

Every newspaper in the dominion of the Turk
must begin and end with the following words:

"May God keep (forever) his Majesty, the Sul-

tan, the Son of the Sultan, the Sultan Abd-ul-
Hamid, the Sultan of the Two Lands, and the
Khakan of the Two Seas! May he always be vic-

torious!"

Every book must bear on its first page the follow-

ing inscription: " Printed by the permission of the
Censor," This is inscribed even on the first page
of the Holy Bible.

The absolute ignorance of the censors is easily

illustrated. The editor of a certain newspaper in

Beirut, Syria, not long ago, wished to publish an
article on " The Telephone," and sent it to the cen-

sors. The manuscript was returned

"telephone" scratched out vherev!
Thereupon the editor went to the

asked for an explanation. The ans\

kind to convince: "No such word a

and 'telephone' can be used in Turkev
the censors thought the "telephone" sor

ish instrument."

Lectures of all kinds, whether political

or literary, even in private and " college
"

nust, if written, go to the censors before de-

Three years ago, in an entertainment lect-

ure, the word " murad " (signifying, in Arabic, a
" wish " ) was cancelled for the reason that Murad is

also the name of the ex-Sultan, who is now kept in

a lunatic asylum in Constantinople.

The Government forbids the public use of his

name from the fear that it may excite the minds of
the people. Words such as " equality," " revo-
lution," and "liberty," are not allowed in speech or
print; they are even cut out of the dictionaries.

The Sultan of Turkey knows practically nothing
of the real state of affairs in his kingdom. The

nth the word
it appeared.

dyn
robably
" devil-

Ttain-

: pres: the
ouing terms that the c< untry is ever prosperou
nder the protection of "the shadow of God 01

»rth," and that peace reigns through the whol
auntry under the care of " the Angel of Peace."

We Americans who live more than six thousanc
lies away have heard ne lily all that had occurrec

in Armenia, have heard of the massacre of over
sixty thousand people; but the Syrians who are only
a few hundred miles from the very spot, have heard
almost nothing from the press, and what they have
gleaned from other sources they have to ignore,
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The Conference at Jerusalem Acts

Lesson for May 23
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were different interpretations of Christian duties,
and the different views were held to most tenacious-
ly, because they believed that their salvation de-
pended on the carrying out of their views in reeard
to them.

In the lesson we have three things: (
I ) The ques-

tion or subject about which they disputed; (2) the
conference held at Jerusalem for the purpose of ad-
justing the difficulty; (3) the decision made.
The trouble grew out of the Jew and Gentile con-

verts coming in contact with each other in the new
relation. "And certain men which came down
from Judea taught the brethren and said, Except
ye be circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye
cannot be saved." These were Jewish converts,
and while they had accepted Christ, they did it as
one of their own prophets, and they thought that,
because he was a Jew, none could come into this
new relation without first coming into the Jewish
family by the rite of circumcision. To this the
Gentile converts objected, and so did Paul and Bar
nabas. Abnut the matter, we are told, they had ffi

small dissension and disputation. We suppose, th
more they disputed about it, the wider they got
apart. Seeing that they could not settle the matter
among themselves, they wisely agreed to have it

arbitrated by having a conference up at Jerusalem,
It will be noticed that it was not the teachings of
Christ that gave trouble in this case, but the attach-
ing to thtse teachings some of their own. These
are the things, largely, that have been giving trou-
ble in the chu-ches and causing dissensions ever
since. If the churches and all Christian people
would be satisfied with the simple teachings of
Christ, as being sufficient unto salvation, few trou-
bles would arise, and conferences would have litile

to do along this line. It is very hard, indeed, to
get intelligent and conscientious people to accept,
as a means of salvation, that which is not taught by
Christ. It is not right that we should claim Gospel
authority for man's ideas. These men had no right
to try to eDforce circumcision as a means to salva-
tion, on the Gentiles, as it was not part of the plan
given by the Great Head of the church, neither has
the cBurch to-day a right to enforce any custom,
tradition or anything else that is not given in the
teachings of Christ.

But we are glad that these Christians went up to

this conference, and that, when they got there, they
were willing to be governed by the Truth. Had
these men gone up to this conference with their

minds set, as we do sometimes, to have th
way, the meeting would have been of no benefit

While we may feel sure that we are right, we
must not forget that there may be others as good
as ourselves, who may hold different views, and yet
feel as sure that they are right as we do. When
a difference of opinion obtains we ought to lay self

aside and hold ourselves open to conviction and
reason. A mind unfettered by egotism and preju-

dice is easily directed by the Spirit and the Trufh.
The decision was made, not to suit the contend

ing parties so much as to defend the truth of the
Gospel. Let us look at it: "It seemed good to the

Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay on you no greater
burden than these necessary things; that ye ab-

stain from meats effered to idols, and from blood,

and from things strangled, and from fornication:

from which if ye keep yourselves, ye shall do well."

While this decision is liberal in its application,

yet it sufficiently covers the things that war against

the Christian life. It is a development of a princi-

ple that Paul made prominent in all his life. He
did not want to be offensive or give offense to his

n. Meat that was offertd to idols was just

as any other, had no one known it. But to

iten of such meat in the presence of his

1 who had a horror against idolatry of this

Duld, to them, seem to be giving assent to

ie or purpose for which the meat was first

d, therefore, be an offense,—just the same
se of the violin is offensive to many good,

: of the bad use that is so

3°9

use it in the presence of those to whom it is offen-
sive, would be a violation of this Christian principle.
So in everything else. The strong are always to

have reference to the consciences of the weak. To
the Jew, the use of blood was forbidden, and for the
Gentile Christian to use blood would have been
offensive. So with things strangled. Hence, to
avoid giving offense, they must not be used. Forni-
cation, for the Jew, meant to be stoned to death; to
the Gentile it was a privilege. In the new relation
it was a sin,—to be forgiven, but not to be commit-

So the decision, though unpretentious in its
wording, was sufficiently wide to touch on both

id. In the things uhich touched
people, the great teaching was,

Avoid the things that give offense or demoralize the
life. The Christian rule is, " Do those things which
lift men and women up physically, morally and
spiritually, and avoid the things that debase and
lead to vice and sin." Of course, we must make a
wise discrimination between those who are consci-
entiously weak and the designing egotist who
makes a code of rules of his own, and becomes of-
fended at all who refuse to come up to his standard.

of the

WHAT SMALL BE DONE WITH THE SUNDAY
SCHOOL COLLECTIONS?

day :

the church pay-

re. This plan is

ch is willing to

upplies.

51st upon the ap-

brethr

itian people, bee

1 made of it. N
less as any othe

the olin, of

;ical instrun

elf, is

Yet,

months ago Sister Lena Wieand, in a Sun-
aol report in the Messenger asked whether

it would not be better to devote the Sunday school
collections to missionary purposes,
ing for the Sunday school literatu

certainly desirable where the chui

pay for the needed Sunday school •

My purpose in this paper i

plication of this plan to the primary cla

need of a method, different from the present one,
will appear from the moral of a brief conversation
which recently took place between a father and his

four-year-old daughter: " Papa, give me a penny."
"What will you rfvrvith a penny?" "Oh, give it

to the Sunday school teacher." "What will the
teacher do with it?" ."Give it to Dessa Runs"
(Secretary). " What will Dessa Kuns do with it ?

"

"Give it to Professor Fahnestock" (Superintend-
ent). "What will Professor Fahnestock do with
it? " " Pay for the cards and papers."

Following this course, the penny has made only
a little self-circle. The child pays his penny and
gets a card and a paper, and that is all it signifies,

The moral of this kind of giving is simply that one
should pay for what he gets,— a good lesson,—but
far from being a missionary lesson.

We should teach the children to give, not to ben-
efit self, but benefit others. How much better it

would be to teach the little children to give their

pennies to help teach some poor little boys and
girls about Jesus, or to get them something to eat
and to wearl

Now, if it is not found praciicable to adopt this

plan for the whole Sunday school, let it be done, by
all means, for the classes of little folks The chil-

dren may not give very much, and their donations
could be spared withou' greatly reducing the funds
appropriated for Sunday school supplies It is not

of so much importance how mwh the children give,

but it is of vast importance why they give Shall

we not teach them to give for the good of others?

One more suggestion along this line: Let the

Sui day school decide to what special mission work
the children's donations shall be applied. Then let

the teachers of the children tell Ihem just wheie
and how their money is to be used,

were followed, we should soon have a great

pany of little missionaries, and who can tell

the results may be, when these little

become men and women?

McPkerson, Kans.

pla

COMP ! tha en happy,
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REALIZATION.

SomktimKS there comes a taste surpassing sweet

Of common things,— the very breath I take;

A draught from some cool spring amid the brake;

The wbcaten crust that I in hunger eat,

So I have thought that heaven, perhaps, is just

The utteimosl perception of all good,

The spiritual rapture of this zest, refined;

An exquisite new taste of friendship, food,

The joys of love, the odors in the wind,

And all that now seems deadened by our dust.

—James Buckha

LIFE OF MISS FISKE.

There is no question of Fidelia Fiske's preemi-
nence as a woman. Wherever she went and in

whatever she did, a strong religious influence went
with her. This all cannot be traced to the natural

element in her character. More than three hun-

dred years before she war Hi>rn the hnly seed

was sown which ripened in Fidelia Her graod-

mother and mother were praying women. Her
grandmother would set apart days for prayer, that

her offspring might prove a godly seed. Here we
can see the influence of prayer upon the second and
third generation.

Fidelia Fiske was born in 1816, in a plain farm-

house, with the Bible as the main library and edu-

cational text-book. She was educated in a com-
mon country school, with only limited advantages.

She exhibited thoroughness and self reliance all

through life. She took pleasure in mastering all

her difficulties. As a child, she was somewhat way-
ward, but her loving mother taught her to submit
to authority, and when she became old enough it

was easy to be obedient to God also.

At the age of fifteen, in 1831, she publicly pro-
fessed her faith. As soon as she began to follow
Christ Fhe became " a fisher of men." About eight
years later she came under the influence of the most
remarkable teacher America has produced,—Ma
ry Lyon. Her imperial intellect and seraphic love
had a wonderful effect on Fidelia. It taught her
the invisible power of the Holy Spirit, to convince
of sin and teach peni'ent souls to pray. There she
learned what she never forgot,—that conversion is

a phenomenon which can be accounted for on no
mere philosophy of naturalism, but is plainly the
work of God.

When, later on, she became teacher at Holyoke,
the missionary spirit pervaded greatly there. Dr.
Perkins came to Holyoke to find a missionary
teacher for Persia. Fidelia Fiske told Miss Lyon
she would go. The great teacher and, perhaps, no
less great pupil, dr-.v-e thirty miles, through snow
drifts, to her mother's home, arrived there at u
o'clock P. M., and awoke the family to ask if Fi-

delia could answer the Lord's call to go to Persia.

Her mother told he. to ob- y the Lord's voice and
go. Before she returned to Holyoke, out of sixty
young ladies, all but six made a confession.

BECOMING AN ORATOR.

Theke is power in well directed oratory. No
man wields a wider influence than the gifted orator.

If he be a Christian, and preaches only the truth,

his power for good will be everywhere recog-

nized and appreciated Of Apollos, the Christian

preacher, it is said that he was "an eloquent man,
and mighty in the Scriptures." Ancient Christian

chers are said to have given much attention to
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This was a foretaste of what was before her, as

head and teacher of another Holyoke Seminary in

Persia. The people she was to labor with did not

present a hopeful outlook. They had a form of

godliness, but no power,— fierce, lawless, bieoted

and intolerant. The habits of the people were re-

pulsive to refined natures. Cleanline-s and decen-

cy were impos.-ible, in any form. They wore but

little clothing. The women in Persia were unwel-

come at birth, uneducated in youth, uncherished in

wifehood and mo'herhoo 1, unprotected in old age,

unlamented in death. She was bat the tool of

man's tyranny, victim of his passions, the slave of

his wants In short,—women in Persia were noth-

ing more than animals,— they did not have one vir-

tue. The idea of women being educated was ab-

surd to them. They had never had a revival of re-

ligion before Miss Fiske went there.

In the year 1838 there was a day school started

by Mrs. Grant, but Miss Fiske felt it must be a

boarding school. Some thought she could not get

any scholars, but she had set her heart on redeem-

ing the Persian women. When she opened her

school, the first day she had two scholars; in six

months, the number increased threefold. She be

came mother, servant, housekeeper and teacher to

these girls. She washed the filth from their bod-
ies, and, at the same time, was trying to have their

conscience washed by the blood of Christ. They
were such liars and thieves that she could not be-

lieve them under oath, and could keep nothing ex-

cepting under lock and key.

The eirls soon found out she knew the secret of

God; they began to fear to lie or steal before a

woman who talked with God, who made the Bible

her ttxt-book, prayer her almost daily breath. She
vould go to God in her closet and pray, for power,

[anctity, and the Holy Ghost to be given in that

chool, She would pray for them each by name,
md continued to do so till after two years' labor

he saw the fruits of her earnest work.

In the autumn of 1845 there seemed to be a spir-

tual atmosphere pervading the whole school. One
day, as the pupils were d'smissed, two lingered back
in tears. She questioned them, and found it was
consciousness of sin, They, of their own free will,

sought retirement. They went to the wood cellar

and spent that day in earnest devotion There had
been a boys' school started, in connection, with

Mr. Stoddard in charge. While Miss Fiske was
praying for three or four girls, Mr. Stoddard came
to tell her of four or five in his school, distressed

account of sin. Neither knew of the other's

k. It seemed as though the same blessing had
been given at the same time, from ihe same source,

o meet the same need. The two schools then

worked together, and had a revival indeed and in

truth. All else was but the background. The
whole house was a sanctuary, and Miss F:ske would
be instructing and guiding these awakened souls

till midnight. Thus the work went on, till only

two pupils over ten years of age remained. The
ges round about were blessed, the far away

homes of those pupils were greatly blessed. Every-

body was preaching Christ or pleading for others

o accept Christ as their Savior.

We can see in the Persian women the wonderful
lower of the Holy Spirit, Through prayer it

:hanged these low, degraded, cast down, ignorant

md benighted creatures to well educated, virtuous,

consecrated people. Miss Fiske's life, so far as

he earnest missionary part is concerned, is one
that could be well patterned after by many who are

seeking fields of usefulness.

jt$ Payson St., Baltimore, Md.

May 15. 1897.

the voice. Some of them spent years in this de-
partment of training. Their aim was to present the
truth in a manner, and with a force that would
bring conviction. Their motives, as well as their

methods, are to be commended, and nrght be imi-

tated to good advantage among the Brethren.

People are mistaken in supposing that all great
preachers are such because they were "born ora-

tors." Many of them, by long and careful train-

ing, have made themselves both skillful and power-
ful. Our able talkers spent years at hard work
training the voice, so they can employ it to the
best possible advantage. It is often helpful to the

mini-ter to study the methods of training adopted
by gifted public speakers, and for that reason we
cull the following from the Literary Digest. It re-

lates to Roscoe Conklinrr, one of the most brilliant

public speakers of his day. If worldly men can af-

ford to put so much effort on that which must
shortly perish, what ought we to expect of minis-

ters whose labors affect the destiny of hundreds, if

not thousands, of souis. Here is what Mr. E. Jay
Edwards tells of Mr. Conkling's toils:

Conkling's power as an orator was due to years of patient

toil in his youth, and, in fact, throughout his life, and he be-

stowed upon every one of the great orations which he deliv-

ered, as much labor and as great care as the greatest of mu-
sicians gives in learning to perform a musical composition

In his early days Mr. Conkling made it a habit to read at

least an hour or two every morning from one of the best writ-

ers of English prose. He read Milton that he might gain a

rythmical and melodious How of language. He studied Mac-

aulay, committing many passages from Macaulay'j most bril-

liant essays, and to that habit he attributed whatever gift he

afterward revealed of fascinating narration. Mr. Conkling,

in speak ng once to the writer, said that be had been accus-

tomed to read Hymn's poems, the book of Job, some of

Shakespeare's plays, Milton's "Comus," and had made it

a habit, while dressing in the morning, to commit from six lo

ten lines, taken from some of these poems, to memory, and

he attributed sucb facility as he had in the use of English, a

facility which made bim, in some respects, the mnst fascinat-

ing speaker in Congress since Webster's day, to this habit of

committing extracts to memory and of storing his mind with

treasures from the best of English poets, so that this aston-

ishing i:;ip;i< ity which distinguished Gmkling .Jjove most of

quired after years of discipline.

Probably the most striking feature of Conkling's

oratory was his distinctness of utterance. Wherev-
er the sound of his voice could be heard, the words

could be plainly distinguished. Asked for the se-

cret of this utterance, he once said:

That is one of the most important, perhaps I should say

the element of chief importance, to successful oratory. Yet

there is no reason why it should not be more easily mastered

than some of the other requirements. It is very simple. It

depends entirely upon distinct enunciation of the vowels in

every word. If you take care of the vowels, the consonants

will take car-: of themselves. For instance, take the sentence,
" Roll, mighty ocean, roll on in all thy grandeur," and speak

the words so that the vowels are sounded with perfect dis-

tinctness, and you will find lhat any person within sound of your

voice, will have no doubt about what you have said. If you

think of becoming a public speaker, my young friend, let me
give you a word of advice. First of all, be sure that you have

himiuihmg to say, that you have a message for those whom
you propose to address. Let it be your own thought aud

not tne thought of anybody else. That is the corner-stone of

oratory. Without that, no matter how pleasing a speaker yon

may be, you arc after all, nothing more than a mimic, as

the actor on the stage is. Next, be careful of your vowels.

An oration is worthless unless it is heard, and it will not

be beard unless you watch your vowels. And then the

third rule is, be individual. Don't imitate any one else,

and that is a habit acquired only by discipline.

HEROES.

One does not need to be a nurse or a missionary,

in order to be a hero. The principle of heroism is

applicable to the daily duties of the most monoto-

nous home-life. As Emerson says, "Each man is

a hero and an oracle to somebody, and to that per-

son whatever he savs has an enhanced value."

This, the home-life, is the great field for Christian

heroism. A hundred must be heroes there, to one

n the public walks of life. Nowhere is \he heroic

spirit more needed or more beautiful. There the

Christian hero meets manfully the annoyances and

disappointments of life, and overcomes in the spir-
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Bro. C. D. Hylton says that next month he

will visit the members at Manatee, Florida,

and stop with others on his way. Florida is

a large field in which to do some good work.

Sister Lydia Taylor, of Cedar Rapids,

Iowa, was suddenly called home to the bed-
side of her mother, now very sick. This is

why we' have no report from her for this issue.

Bro. Chas. E. Delp has been holding forth

the Word at Austin, Ark., for some time, clos-

S, the meetings with a love feast. The out-

:k at this place is more encouraging now
again, than it was for some time past.

Bro. L. H. Dickey, of Alvada, Ohio, says

in a business letter to the office, " I am glad
to lidp the mission work of the church in any
way that I can. May God abundantly bless

your efforts to His glory and the salvation of

Elder S. A. Honberger, of Roanoke, La.,

who sends- in a report of his work once each
quarter, says that the church at that place is

in good working order. At their last council-
meeting, April 17, Bro. S. E. Lewis was called

"we have no lack of m
Ghost, to call to the mi
there has a mission Sund;

French people that has started

ingly.

pie;

>f the

Sister Carrie Westergren, of Washing-
ton, D. C.j writes in her report at the close of

last month: " While we have had no additions
during the past month we are glad to say that

the interest among the outsiders, as well as
among the members, is growing. Now and
then persons drop in and worship with this

'peculiar people' and, without asking ihem,
they not only tell us that it is good to be with
us, but go and tell others. One lady said,
' Fifteen of your members have as much power
to work as fifty of ours, because ours are with
us only to fill numbers.' Oh, may it never be
said of c

to fill tht

ing. This month we have been able to gather
those into our school who never were in Sun-
day school before. Some faithful sisters, from
Westminster, Md., sent us a package of made-
up garments for boys, and we had a demand
for them at once. In this way we have a
number of children in our school. Surely the
fruit from such good work wilt come some
time. Other denominations seem not to care

for these children because they are poor.
These poor children need a great deal of en-
couragement for they think that the well-to-do

look down upon them, but when they come to

our school they seem right at home, and do
not care to go elsewhere."

MISSION RECEIPTS FOR APRIL, 1897,

month 1 hat Is no! tii-rdi, m-Jtiiowli'fLj'i-i). pl.Tisr* no
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Bro. J. E. Mohler writes us that the District

Meeting for Middle Missouri was a splendid meet-

ing, and full of the missionary spirit. One paper

was sent to the Annual Meeting.

Mount Morris, 111., May 15, 1897.

One was baptized in the Flat Rock church, N
C, April 25.

Bro. D M. Mohler is to represent Middle Mis-

souri on the Standing Committee.

Hereafter Bro. Martin Bueghly, of Waterloo,

owa, should be addressed at Cando, N. D,

Our next issue will contain a number of the que-

ries intended for the Annual Meeting. Others will

appear later.

Brethren Nicholas Martin and W. S. Reichard

are to represent the Western District of Maryland

on the Standing Committee

The Brethren have in contemplation the build

ing of a new meetinghouse in Hagerstown, Md., the

coming summer.

Bro. L. W. Teeter will represent Southern In-

diana on the Standing Committee. One paper
goes to the Annual Meeting.

Bro. David M. Wine, of Octavia, Nebr., has been
appointed State Sunday school Superintendent, as

r of Bro. A. B. Maust, deceased.

Bro. Frank M. Calvert, of Westport, 111., writes

that he can make good use of copies of the Mes-
senger, Young Disciple, Cki'dren at Work, etc.

The District Meeting of California and Arizona
appointed Bro. I. D. Parker to represent that part

of the Brotherhood on the Standing Committee.

We call special attention to the report on page
31S from Montreal, Canada. It occurs to us that

there is an opening at that place for a good work.

The churches in Denmark and Sweden have ap
pointed Bro. D. L. Miller to represent them on
the Standing Committee at the approaching Con-
ference.

The embers of the Standing Committee should
bear in mind that the Committee will meet and or-

ganize at S A, M . Thursday, June 3. Every mem-
ber should be present.

This year the General Missionary and Tract
Committee will meet on the Annual Meeting
grounds on Monday, May 31. The Tract Examin-
ing Committee mc-ts on Thursday, June 3.

The District Meeting of the First District of Vir-
ginia did a very sensible thing, in deciding that
church officials should not use their influent
against sisters superintending Sunday school:

leading in prayer meeting, when they
elected or selected for that purpose,

properly

On page 310, this issue, is an article entitled,

"Becoming an Orator." that will doubtless prove

helpful to scores of ministers. It relates to voice

culture, and makes some excellent suggestions.

We have probably failed to state that Bro. Z.

Aonon is to represent the Second District of West
Virginia on the Standing Committee, though the

District Meeting selecting him was held last Octo-

Bro. D F. Hoover, of Sulphur Springs, Ind.,

wishes us to state for him, that any brother in

Southern Indiana, failing to receive the Minutes of

the District, as ordered, will please wriie him at

The Annual Meeting, as is generally well known
will be held at Frederick Ci'y, Md,, and will oper

on Tuesday Morning, June 8 A very la-ge attend-

ance is expected, and it will be found good, for as

many of the members as possible, to be present.

/ill beBy referring to page 317, this issue, i

observed that S577.ro has been received for the In-

dia sufferers since our previous report of S67.95.

making a total of S64505 There is over S200 tc

be acknowledged in the next month's report, We
forward monev to Bro. Stover every two weeks.

Elsewhere, Bro. E. W. Ston

esting ne ing the Annual Meeting ar-

rangements. It is encouraging to learn that such

ample preparations are being made to render the

meeting a success in every way possible. We look

forward to this gathering with a good deal of in-

terest.

Bro. Jonas H. Price, of Ouakertown, Pa., who
mysteriously disappeared last January, and of which

mention was made in the Messenger, returned to

his home a few weeks ago. According to newspa-

per reports he narrates a thrilling experience,

maintaining that he was kidnspped and carried into

the South.

Last Monday morning Bro. J. G. Royer returned

from Cando, N. D, whee he spent three weeks
with his sick daughter Lill e. He reports her im-

proving, and her chances for recovery encouraging.

He also reports the outlook for the Brethren in

that part of the Northwest as encouragingly as

could be expected.

We close our work on this issue Monday even-

ing, and start for the District Meeting of North-
ern Illinois and Wisconsin, which convenes at Yel-
low Creek, on Wednesday. As the paper will be
printed before our return, we can say nothing con-

cerning the proceedings untilnext week. We hope
to have a good meeting.

Western Maryland, at her recent District Meet-
ing, agreed to abandon the old plan of having mis-
sion appointments filled by different ministers, and

irs the appointing of one minister to look after

mission points for at least six months. This is

good, but as time passes, it will be found thai;

>er good will result from working the fields by
the year.

The Auditing Committee, appointed by the An-
nual Meeting, to examine the books of the Gener-
al Missionary and Tract Committee, were with us
last week, in the performance of their duties. The
Committee is composed of brethren L. R. Peifer,

Hudson, Iowa, J. C. Mellinger, Nappanee, Ind., and
A. L. Clair, of this place. They spent about thir-

ty hours of hard work on the books, and by the
way, it is becoming no easy task to audit the books
of this Committee, since their business has grown
to its present proportions, and is increasing each

. These three brethren understand their busi-

, and know just how to go through a set of
books.

Mavis.
1897,

We read of a number of young people who make
it a rule to pay frequent visits to the old people of
their neighborhood, espec ally those who are m
or less neglected on account of poverty and their
lowly position in life. Such visits not only chee
he aged, but they prove beneficial to the

We suggest tha 1
all of

work along this lir

r young readers do
young.

From the Chairman of the Western PassengCr

Association, under date of May 7, we have the fol-

lowing:

Replying to your favor of the 5th inst,, would advise thai

we have on file an application from Mr. J. G. Royer, of MoiiDl
Morris, 111., for reduced rates for the Annual Conference nl

German Baptist Brethren, to be held at Frederick, Md., Jime
3 to 10.

Mr. Donald advises us under date of April 21, that the Cen-
tral Passenger Association has recommended rate of one fare

for the round trip subject to the concurrence of the Trunk Line
Association, but as the latter Association has not yet concurred
in their action, they are not, therefore, at liberty to announce
this rate, but will give us definite advice at the earliest pussj.

infon to the definite actum
taken by those Associations, we will give the question of re-

duced rates from this territory prompt attention, advising yon
of the action taken. Respectfu'ly,

B. D. Caldwell,
Chan

A VISIT TO WOODFORD COUNTY.

Last week we returned from a short trip to Roa-

noke this State, too late to say anything special in

the former issue concerning the visit. We were

with the Brethren over the first Sunday in. May,

and had the pleasure of meeting with them in wor-

ship, both at the Panther Creek house, two miles

out in the country, and in the house in the city.

Both services were well attended, and the best of

attention was given to the preached Word. At this

time Bro. Thomas Keiser is the only minister re-

maining in this once flourishing congregation,

which, in the years gone by, was b'essed with some
of the ablest ministers in Southern Illinois. The
most of them have been removed by death, and

several have settled in other localities To attend

to all the appointments, and properly look after

the interests of the church, is taxing Bro. Keiser

quite heavily. In addition to attending the two

services, we had the pleasure of calling on a num-

ber of the members and friends, and also assisted

in anointing an afflicted sister on Sunday, in the

Of the original five members who settled here,

about forty-seven years ago, not one is left, Of

the first eight, baptized two years later, only three

remain, viz.. Sister Barbara Gish, widow of Eld.

Jas. R. Gish, and Bro. P. A. Moore and wife. The

latter are now living in California. While at Bro.

Keiser's, we walked out to the stream, a short dis-

tance from his house, to view the place where these

eight were buried with Christ in baptism, by Eld.

Martin, the father of Bro. Henry Martin, now re-

siding at Cherry Grove, near Lanark. A more

faithful and devout band of members probably nev-

er came from the watery grave. Not one of them

ever proved unfaithful to their vows, but lived an

honor to the cause they professed. Out from this

small beginning, have gone influences that have

spread far and wide, and eternity alone must tell

the story of the good that has been done.

1 stood on the bank of the stream we tried

:w the past, and call to mind a score or

f the earnest and self sacrificing men and

who settled on this fertile prairie, when it

yet known as the wilds of the great West. So

:s this world's goods were concerned, they were

all poor, but they were strong in body, mind and

d possessed traits of character that would

prove a blessing to any community. Their houses

were small, but their hearts were large, and they

always had plenty of room for the stranger, as well
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as for their friends, and a hungry man was never

turned from their doors. These were the days of

Christian hospitality, and they might well be de-

nominated as the " Golden Age of Woodford Coun-

ty," though scarcely any gold at that time could be

found in the pockets of the people.

While it affords us pleasure to visit the scenes of

our boyhood days, it nevertheless gives rise to

some sad reflections when we 'hink that only a few

of the originil faithful and true, yet linger on this

side of the mystic stream. Only a few mor<* years

will come and go ere they, too, will have passed in

to the Canaan beyond. The coming battles of life

are left for the present generation to fight, and we

are glad to know that there remain in this con-

gregation a number who can do a valiant work for

the Lord. Long live the Panther Creek church,

and may all of her efforts for good be crowned with

THE SCHOOL VlSiTINQ ELDERS.

Last week the Visiting Elders of the Mount Mor-

ris College spent a few days looking after the re-

ligious and moral interests of the school. The

committee is composed of brethren D. B. Eby, P.

R. Kdtner and I. Bennett Trout, the latter being

substituted for Bro. J. C. Murray, who could not

be present We had quite a pleasant talk with one

of the brethren, concerning their work, and in the

course of our conversation he remarked, that, in

his opinion, not a few of those appointed to the

work entrusted to the School Visiting Elders, had

ever thought to thoroughly analyze the decision of

the Annual Meeting selting forth their duties as

they relate to the schools. This put us to think-

ing, and it occurred to us that it might be well to

publish the decision of the Conference on this

subject. It was passed in 1893, and reads as fol-

(«) {Query deferred from 1893) We ask Annual Meeting

to plainly define the duties of the visiting elders, who visit

colleges, or schools of tbe Brethren, in making their visits to

said schools. Can tbeir report, at Annual Meeting, be object-

ed to or criticised before the Annual Meeting?

Your committee begs to submit the following answer: The
Annual Meeting has already decided (Art, 14, 1890) that it

is the duty of the school visiting elders,

1. To watch over the moral and religious influence of the

schools and colleges conducted by the Brethren.

2. See that the principles of the Gospel and church gov-

ernment be carried out as defined by Annual Meeting.

3. And to annually report the condition of the schools to

the Annual Meeting.

It was also decided at the same time that,

1. All members of the faculty, who are members of the

church, shall be in full sympathy with the principles and doc-

trines of the church, and shall conform to the order of the

Brotherhood in their personal appearance.

2. And at least once each year, the doctrine of the church

shall be especially held forth in a series of doctrinal sermons.

To tbe above we add and recommend,

1. That the visiting elders, in a body, if practicable, visit

the schools once each term, and make such suggestions and

recommendations for the moral and religious guidance of the

schools, as in their judgment may be deemed for tbe good of

the schools, as well as for the maintenance of tbe principles of

.the church.

2. In making these suggestions and recommendations, they

shall confer with the principals, as well as the trostees of the

schools, and may also have all tbe members connected with

the schools (teachers and students) assembled to hear such in-

structions, admonitions and encouragements as prudence may
dictate.

3. ft shall be the special duty of these elders to see that all

necessary, reasonable and prudent efforts be made to maintain

Gospel plainness and simplicity among the members at-

tending and connected with the schools, and also to see that

once each year our principles of church government, as well

as the doctrine of the church, be clearly set forth before the

schools in one or more sermons on that subji

4. They shall urge upon the managers of the schools the

importance and necessity of keeping tbe Commencement Ex-

ercises, Literary Societies, as well as all other gatherings con-

nected with or belonging to the schools, within the bounds of

Christian propriety, and discourage everything and anything

that tends to produce only levity, display, coarseness and

li^iu-mindedness.

5. We also uge the importance of the visiting elders mak-
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management of these departments such suggestions as will

tend to the maintaining of the doctrine, distinctive features

and harmony of the Brotherhood.

6 In order to carry out these principles, for the good of the

schools, as well as th*1 good of the church, we emphasize the

importance of the visiting elders being men of broad views,

who are in sympathy with our educational interests, as well

as sound in the faith and doctrine of the Brethren church.

7. Nothing in these suggestions shall be so construed as to

interfere wiih the business management or government of the

schools.

8. The visiting elders shall submit, in writing, to the Stand-

ing Committee, an annual report of the condition of the

schools, with such suggestions and requests for advice as may
be deemed advisable. These reports arc entirely at the dis-

posal of tbe Standing Committee.

9. The actual expense of tbe visiting elders, incurred by
visiting the schools, shall be paid by the Treasurer of the

Annual Meeting,

It will be observed that this decision gives the

Visiting Elders no authority beyond their influ-

ence, skill and moral force, which is sufficient to

answer every purpose when the parties thoroughly

understand their business and manage their work

with becoming skill and wisdom, Some have

urged that these visiting elders be invested with

all necessary authority to enforce their recommen-

dations, but we believe that such' authority would

be not only contrary to the principles of church

government in the Brotherhood, but in not a few

instances might prove disastrous to our education-

al interests. There are many reasons why the au-

thority to discipline members connected with the

schools should remain in the hands of the con-

gregations where these schools are located, but it

is not necessary to give these reasons at this time.

Our main object is to call special attention to the

duties of the visiting elders, and give all of our

readers an opportunity of studying these duties,

and understanding them more fully. J. p. m.

THE FAMINE IN INDIA.

In our own favored land, blessed of God with a

superabundant of food products, we can scarcely

realize what the word " famine " means. Here

the pangs of real hunger are seldom, if ever, felt,

There may be cases of isolated destitution, but

these are so rare that but little is known of them.

So well is the entire country organized for the

relief of the unfortunate and the suffering, that the

means at hand are more than ample for all emer-

gencies.

In India the conditions all obtain which make

hunger and famine a common occurrence. The

people depend mainly on the bounty of nature for

food. The population is dense. In this country

we have an average of twenty-three persons to

each square mile. In British India the average is

two hundred and twelve per square mile. The

common people are poor beyond our conception

of poverty. They virtually live from hand to

mouth, and are illy fed at best. They know what

hunger means even in years of comparative plenty.

They are lean and poor with shrunken limbs and

bodies. They live on pulse, and a penny a day

serves to keep them from starving. Then, when

the drouths prevail, and the crops fail, and famine

comes, they fall ready victims to starvation.

Famines in India are of frequent occurrence.

In 1876-78 occurred the most prolonged and wide-

spread famine that India has yet known. The

English government at that time distributed more

than forty million dollars to alleviate the suffering

of the people. Notwithstanding all the efforts

made, the final report of the Famine Commission-

ers showed that at least five and a quarter million

people died as a result of the famine, which ex-

tended over a period of two years.

While the present famine is far less serious than

that here referred to, it is affecting millions of

people. Dr. Clark, writing from India, under date

of Feb. 1, 1897, for the Golden Rule, says that there

are at least ten million hungry men and women

3*3

and children in India to-day. Not that so many
are starving but all are suffering more or less pri-

vation,

" But these figures can give a very faint idea of

the real horrors of the situation. One must actu-

ally see the gaunt and hungry faces, the bony
arms and legs from which every particle of tissue

has wasted away; one must look into the hollow

eyes, and see the skeleton-like breasts on which
every rib stands out like the ribs of an umbrella;

one must see the pitiable hands stretched out for

a handful of grain, and see the wretched recip-

ients gulp it down with famished eagerness, un-

ground and uncooked. Then, after seeing one

such throng as this, let him try to realize that he

has but seen one or two hundreds of the millions

who are suffering from the pangs of hunger, and,

ever after, famine becomes a real and dreadful

thing to him.

"In many parts of India have I seen the relief

works started by the government; for, had it not

been for the foresight and enterprise of the B'it-

ish government, the suffering would have been

far worse than it is. But everywhere relief works

have been opened, and, as you drive along the

dusty highways, you see hundreds, and sometimes

thousands, of people in the fields gathering stones,

and other hundreds break!. 7 them into small

pieces for the excellent ma<-adanV.<.~-' roads which

are found throughout India. In fact, "lift govern-

ment has on hand in many parts of the country a

stock of road material which it cannot use for

years. But the object is not so much to build

roads, or to keep them in repair, as to provide

work and wages for the hungry road-makers.

" Of course when there are so many needy ones

the money must be made to go as far as possible,

and no extravagant wages are paid these road-

builders. The able-bodied men receive two annas

(two pence) for a day's work; the women, one

anna (one penny); the children, six pies (a half-

penny); and even the babies in arms, who are

brought to the field of operation, though their

puny little arms could not lift a pebble as big as

a walnut, are entered upon the list of famine-relief

laborers, and are gravely paid at the end of the

twenty-four hours one pice (one farthing) for

their day's labor.

"Many hundreds of thousands, if not millions,

are now enrolled by the government in these re-

lief works, and the number is constantly increas-

ing. No applicant, worthy or unworthy, is turned

away. If only he has the passport of genuine

want and hunger, he is given something to do, and

receives his penny at the day's end, Even in this

land of cheap prices it must not be supposed that

for two annas one can fare sumptuously every day;

but that sum will buy enough of the cheaper sort

of grain to keep the wolf from the door, or, rather,

to satisfy partially the intolerable craving of hun-

ger."

In some parts of the drouth-stricken sections,

rain has come and with it promised relief. But

the crops of rice, pulse and beans must first be

grown, and there will be avast amount of suffer-

ing and misery before the harvest time comes.

We rejoice that our people, as well as others, are

opening their hearts and their pocket-books to help

the famine-stricken people of India. All money

received at this office for the sufferers wilt be sent

directly to our missionaries, and it will be judicious-

ly distributed. There will be no commissions or

charges. Every penny sent will go to save some

poor fellow-creature from starvation. We are

making an effort to send these people the Bread

of Life; let us also send a portion of their daily

bread, so that they may be saved from the hunger

death.- Through this means God may open their

hearts to the reception of the truth as it is in Je-

sus Chriflt, D
-
L "•
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EDITORIAL BREVITIES.

The Lord wants preachers who preach.

As a rule, people fast when they cannot get any-

thing to eat.

Who ever heard of the church expelling a mem-

ber for covetousness?

Don't give yourself so much concern about the

drones, but see that you are not a drone yourself.

How inconsistent for a woman, with a dead bird

on her hat, to sing,

" Jesus, lover of my soul,

Let me to thy bosom fly."

He who looks upon Christ as the way, and will

follow him, is sure to find feet-washing along that

road.

The working bees in a hive do not refuse to do

their duty just because there happen to be a few

Preachers who do much talking while the con-

gregation is singing, set a very poor example for

the members.

So it don't hurt you to dress in fine apparel!

What about it hurting Jesus, and setting a bad ex-

ample for others?

Parents, have you ever asked your children to

give their hearts to Jesus? If you have not, you

may b* making a sad mistake.

Men who spend most of their time sitting around

on soft chairs, and sleeping on downy beds, do not

turn much of the world up-ide down.

A shoemaker once said that his business was

serve Christ, but he made shoes to pay expen

Christ was first with him, and business last.

Plants set in the window always grow towards

the light. All genuine Christians, as they grow,

will lean towards the True Light that is from above.

When the devils asked that they might be per-

mitted to enter into the swine, their prayer was

answered, but it resulted in the death of 2,000 hogs.

The member who goes from house to house,

hunting for complaints against a brother or sister,

may be serving the devil's interest more than he

thinks.

The man who waits until the eleventh hour be-

fore entering the church, may succeed in reaching

heaven and being saved, but the chances are

against him, eleven to one.

Any amount of men, who cannot raise moi

nough to pay their hontst grocery bills, will si

e seen taking the whole family into the first

us show that comes around.

The man who loves the Lord with all his soul,

mind and strength, will not be seen running after

all the sinful pleasures of this world. The road he
is traveling does not lead that way.

Supporting the minister, who devotes all his

time and energies to the preaching of the Gospel,
is all right, but woe be unto the minister who will

not preach unless he can see a five-dollar bill at

Did you keep that dime the merchant gave you
by mistake in making change? If you did, and
knew that it was a mistake upon his part, and that
you were not justly entitled to the money, you are
most assuredly dishonest in the sight of God, if

not of men.

Some people who grumble because they have to
pay a poor washer woman fifty cents for a hard
day's work, will almost climb over each other to
get to the man who^ sells tickets for the latest cir-

cus show. And some of these very people go to
church,—when it don't rain.

QUERISTS' DEPARTMENT.

Where there is only one elder, should the members expect

1 annual visit, when he has to preach almost every Sunday,

and go sometimes sixty miles at his own expense, and all this

jile making his own living? Should they not all visit him

d encourage him, rather than rebuke him? E. K.

All that can be expected of an elder, who la-

irs under such great difficulties, is, that he do the

xy best he can, If there are, in his congregation,

inisters in the first or second degree, he should

sign part of the pastoral visit to them, and in

this way all the members may receive one or more

isits from a minister each year. Most assuredly

; it the duty of the members to encourage their

Ider, though it may not be the duty of all of them

to visit him. If they are able they should meet all

his traveling expenses, or at least a part of them,

d if he is a poor man, it may be their duty to

render still more assistance. We suggest that he

teach the members their duty along this line. The

has come when the members must hold up the

hands of our faithful, earnest and hard working

sters. The task of giving the free Gospel to

the people, as it should be proclaimed, is becom-

ng a burden too great for many of our ministers to

)ear alone. In 1 Tim. 5: I, Paul says: "Rebuke

lot an elder, but entreat him as a father."

Please explain the following: "And Cornelius said, Four

days ago 1 was lasting until this hour; and at the ninth bour

I prayed in my house, and, behold, a man stood before me in

bright clothing." Acts 10: 30. Did Cornelius fast four days,

d he fast until this hour four days ago? If he f-sted four

days he must have been fasting when Peter had come.

J. K. M,

His fast commenced with the beginning of the

day and continued until 3 P. M , at which time the

angej appeared unto him, and instructed him to

send for Peter. We do not understand that the

last lasted more than the one day, or until the

ninth hour of that day.

Is it ivrong according to either the Bible or Minutes of An-

nual Meeting, for a minister to contract his labors to a con-

gregation at a fixed salary? Wm. A Poi'BjOY.

Where a minister gives all of his time to the

work of the ministry, it is generally customary

among our people, to make a certain allowance for

his support. In some instances, a specific amount

is agreed upon, and in other instances bills of ex-

penses are rendered and paid when approved. Our

mission boards practice both of 'hese methods, and,

in our judgment, they are in harmony with both

the Gospel, and the later decisions of the Annual

Meeting respecting missionaries and those doing

work in cities. We know a number who are re-

ceiving a fixed amount for their support, but, in

each instance, it is a bare support.

Please explain Luke 14: 29, which reads, "Lest haply, aft-

er be hath laid the foundation, and is not able to finish it, all

that behold it begin to mock him." Sakah Middaugh.

The Savior is here illustrating the importance of

people making careful calculations before enter-

ing upon important undertakings. This should ap-

ply to the Christian with force, and were it always

done, there would be fewer failures in the Christian

life. We should learn to count the cost, and then

consider well the results, before entering upon any

Does Matt, 22: 2, and Luke 14: 16, refer to the same thing?

Or arc different meals and different preparations referred to?

Lucbtta Buck.

The two citations refer to different parables, and,

of course, different meals and preparations are

S M. wants our opinion concerning the conduct

of an elder respecting a certain agreement. In re-

ply, we beg to state that we do not deem it prudent

to venture an opinion where only one side of the

case is given. As to an elder's conduct, when pre-

siding in a council, it is sufficient to say that fair-

ness and impartiality should characterize all his
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THAT HOLY THING.

They all were looking for a king

To slay their Joes, and lift them high.

Thou cam'st a little baby thing

That made a woman cry.

Son of man, to right my lot

Naught but thy presence can avail;

Yet on the road thy whSels are not,

Nor on the sea thy sail!

THE IRISHMAN AND THE PRIEST.

A poor Irishman came to his priest and asked

permission to read the Bible,

" But," said the priest " the Bible is for priests,

and not for other people."

"Is that so?" answered he. " But I have read

in the Bible ' Thou shall teach it to thy children;

'

and priests have no children."

" But, Michael," said the priest, " you cannot un-

derstand the Bible. It is not written for people

" Ah, your Reverence, if I cannot understand it, it

will do me no harm, and what I do understand of it

does me a great deal of good."

"Listen, Michael," said the priest; "you must

go to church, and the church v ill instruct you; the

church will give you the pure milk of God's Word."
" But where does the church get this if not out of

the Bible? Ah, your Reverence, pardon me, but I

would rather have the cow myseli."

—

American McS-

HEALED BY FAITH.

A writer in the New York Observer, about 1889,

gave this story, as told by Canon Wilberforce, of

England:
" I have no shadow of doubt that I was healed by

the Lord's blessing upon his own word, recorded in

St. James; but, as in so many cases there was suffi-

cient margin of time and possibility of change of tis-

sue between the anointing and the recovery, to justi-

fy the skeptic in disconnecting the two, and there-

fore my experience has b.en of more value in

strengthening my own faith than in the direction of

public testimony. I can only say that my internal

ailment was of such a nature that leading surgeons

declared it to be incurable except at the cost of a

severe operation, which leading physicians thought

me unable, at the time, to endure with safety.

While endeavoring at the seaside to gain strength

for the operation, the passage in St. James was im-

pressed with indescribable force upon my mind. I

res'Sted it, and reasoned with myself against it for

two months. I even came up to London, and set-

tled in a house near the eminent surgeon that I

might undergo the operation; but the spirilual pres-

sure increased until at last I sent for elders—men
of God, full of faith—by whom I was prayed over

and anointed, and in a few weeks the internal ail-

ment passed entirely away. 'This was the Lord's

doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes.'

"

' The prayer of faith shall save the sick."

PRAY FOR YOUR BOY.

O MO rHEB , looking n your boy M ith troubled,

anxious heart, because ri e is so noisy and boister-

ous, because he plays s > hard and studies so lazily,

because he uns so fast ivhen h goes to play and

walks s 3 slow when he i going on von r errands, be-

cause h : iss much of a n anima 11 Do not be afraid;

take ca eol your own h sart, brc od hirn, keep your

own co irag
,
your own ove, yo ur ow a faith clear,

and then br jod him, sinlply brood hi m; love him,

teach h im love you hold n to him and teach

him to told on to you, c nd you need not be afraid.

There i re power in arayer than there is in the
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the the c.th?s more power ...

than there is in the beckoning of a thousand prosti-

tutes. I do not say that the animal may not run

away with him, but it will not be forever. O moral

reformer, sometimes discouraged, looking on this

slow process of the world's uplifting, and saying,

' I have worked long enough ; I am going to give it

up," do you know what you say? It is as if the

seed should say, " I will not germinate." To give

up is to go back into the soil. If the faith and

hope and love and courage are alive in your heart,

you will yet win the day—you and God together.

—

Dr. Lyman Abbott
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eed they stop blooming? I love to give pleasure,
nd it is profit as well, for my liberal cutting i3 the
ecret of my beautiful garden. I'm like the man
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DISCONTENTED PEOPLE.

As long as there are thoughtl

will be discontented wives. As long as there are

careless men there will be discontented husbands.

Because the rich man wears patent-leather shoes

and fine clothes, and indulges in expensive habits

and luxurious living, the well-to do laborer of lim-

ited means thinks he must do so too. Because the

wives of the rich rustle in silk and diamonds, and
pay fifteen dollars to have a dress made, the poor
man's wife, unless she is possessed of that very un-

common and most desirable thing, common sense,

sighs because she cannot do likewise. How great

the truth expressed by the apostle when he wrote,

" Godliness with contentment is great gain." The
most perfect image of a saint to be seen in this

world is the happy, contented woman of limited

means, cheerfully presiding over her home, dili-

gently working with her own hands, ministeiing

comfort and joy to the members of her own house-

hold, and turning her eyes and ears away from the

extravagant demands of the senseless, wicked fash-

ions of the times. God has a high seat hard by his

throne in heaven for all such.— Talmoge.

MAGNIFYING THE LIG.HTS.

I once climbed the long flight of steps to a light-

house, and was repaid. I expected to find a mon-
ster lamp in the tower, but was shown small ones,

not larger than our parlor lamp. If one were set in

the window it would not cast light twenty feet

on the water. The lighthouse keeper explained

whence came its power. He set a lamp within a

powerful magnifying glass globe, and reflected its

light twenty miles out upon Lake Michigan, and
thus protected many precious human lives from be-

ing dashed upon the treacherous rocks.

That visit taught me a lesson. How often are

Christians content to remain like those

casting such feeble rays! If we are

light of the world," we must put our spiritual lamps
under the magnifying power of the Holy Spirit.

Then we shall be beacon lights to guide those who
are upon the ocean of life and amid temptations hard
to be conquered. Those lighthouse lamps must be

kept clean and bright. So must our spiritual lamps
be polished by holy prayer and holy living.

—

Miss
Rachel Clark Kersull, in Northwestern Christian

Advocate.

mall lamps

indeed tht

OIVINO AWAY FLOWERS.

In Connecticut, a few years ago, lived a lady who
had a beautiful flower garden in which she took
great pride. The whole country was proud of it,

too, and people drove miles to see it.

She fastened two large baskets on the outside of

her fence, next the road, and every morning they

were filled with cut flowers—the large, showy kinds
in one basket, and the delicate, fragile ones in the

other. All the schoolchildren going by helped

themselves, and studied the better for it. And the

business men took a breath of fragrance into their

dusty effices that helped the day along. Even the
tramps were welcome to all the beauty they could
get in their forlorn lives.

"You cut such quantities," some one said to her,

" aren't you afraid you will rob yourself? "

" The more I cut, the more I have," she answered,
"Don't you know that if plants are allowed to go to

, Pilgri

TURN THE OLD PAPERS TO USE.

The Christian Endeavoers of the Melville Pres-

byterian church, Montreal, Can., are in the habit
of sending bundles of good literature to a coun-
try minister who uses them in his itinerant preach-
ing. At one town the papers aroused so much in-

terest that the people were led to come to the servic-

es again and again. Now the interest in religious

things has become so marked that a small church
has been erected in the town and the people hope
to engage a pastor for themselves. Some of our
own people might do a work of this kind to good
advantage. The Messenger ought to be widely
distributed in this way.

NEEDFUL SHADOWS.

A queen, sitting for her portrait, commanded
that it should be painted without shades. " With-
out shadows! " exclaimed the astonished artist, "I
am afraid your majesty is not acquainted with the

laws of light. There can be no good portrait with-

out shading" No more can there be developed
Christian character without sorrow, and to the pure
in heart the vision brightens through all the clouds,

so that, with fondest aspirations smitten, the dear-

est plans blighted, alone and cnm'ortlcss, the soul

is still able to say, like Mrs. Sigourney, the poet-

ess, when bereft of her only son, " God's time and
will are beautiful, and through blinding tears I

would fain give him praise."—Rev. Hugh S. Jolins-

—-* CORRESPONDENCE *---

Notes from the Chicago MLssion.

—The past week was called by the school chil-

dren of the city, " house-cleaning week." There was
no school, and even some of our boys and girls

helped their mammas scrub and clean house.

Some of them ran errands and earned pennies, to

give yesterday at Sunday school for the Arme-
nian Orphanage, while still others had a "lovely

time " playing on the street. We had hoped to

take some of the poorer children to the park, but

our time was too constantly employed visiting

and caring for the sick. "The Lord Ioveth a

cheerful giver," and if you had seen the counte-

nances of some of the children, as they gave dou-

ble their usual Sunday school contribution, you

would have concluded that surely the Lord loves

these little givers.

—We feel especially grateful for the yards and

remnants of new muslin, cotton flannel, gingham,

calico and tennis flannel, sent for the work. They
give us material to begin a new phase of our in-

dustrial work,—that of making garments. We are

now devising means whereby the poorer children

may earn the garment alter having made it. One
little girl is now wearing her first garment for

which she had done some work. All who can

afford it will pay a few pennies for the material,

the money to be used, in turn, for support of the

work. Quite a number have already made their

first, and even their second, quilt. It is a source of

some satisfaction to the teachers to see how pleased

they are when they have finished a piece of work.

—We have just opened a roll of beautiful, clean

Young Disciples and Children at Work sent us. In

mailing the donor was thoughtful to protect the

papers well by means of a good wrapper. Not

even the edges are torn. Some kind sisters have
been sending us clean papers, well done up, regu-
larly. How the children do enjoy these! We
have always observed that they have a preference
for clean papers. While this is in perfect keeping
with our general teaching, we do not reprove them.
We are pleased to see them manifest a desire for
cleanliness, in their books and papers as well as
their person. A prominent gentleman of this city
has recently offered prizes to the children of charit-
able institutions,—to those who will keep their
hands and bodies most clean. The test is to con-
tinue sixty days, when the prizes will be awarded.
Some of our most practical work lies in suggesting
not only to the children, but to the parents, hab-
its of cleanliness.

—The sister who sent the last paper, remarked,
" I often wish I could only be sure as to what you
can use." As already stated, clothing, including
shoes and stockings, are always in demand, and
how wonderfully the Lord has supplied the needs of
the extremely poor in this vicinity during the past
winter! Many grateful ones have been clothed,
and, doubtless, a few who were ungrateful. During
the past month, in our treatment of the sick, some
of the most useful articles have been muslin sheets
and pillow cases, towels, pieces of old muslin un-
derwear, woolen blankets and pieces of worn flan-

nel. "For thou knowest not whether shall pros-
per, either this or that," is applicable in packing a
box of clothing for the poor, as weil as in other
sowing. I notice in The New York Rtsctic and Mis-
sion Worker that donors are instructed to mark a!'

packages "Charity," so there will be no freight or
express charges. Why should not donors to our
missions have the same advantage? We suggest
that inquiry be made in sending donations.

Lizzie Howe.
660 S. Ashland Ave.

From Llnville Creek, Va.

This church is working fairly well. We have
built two new houses of worship during the past

year, and had three series of meetings, one at

each the Bethel, Creek, and Cedar Run houses dur-

ing the past fall and winter, resulting in about fif-

teen additions.

Eld. John P. Zigler having a call to go to Hardy
County, W. Va., to baptize a sick man, he desired

the writer to accompany him. We started on
Tuesday, April 13, at noon, reached the top of the

Shenandoah Mountain, and staid over night with

Bro. Isaac Richie.

This vicinity is quite mountainous. Scarcely a

house is to be seen, and mountain tops loom up

everywhere, hiding all the valleys from view. So
it is with us sometimes, in our Christian life. We
think we cannot see our way for so many moun-
tains of troubles and cares of this life, but, if we
look the right way, all will be well. So it was with

At Bro. Richie's we found a son

foot of the mountain, and we sooi

D. Judy's. His son, Garber, was

sired to be baptized. We found h

but strong in mind. After the

3th ,d to the

:ached Bro. J.

one that de-

[eeble in body,

k of baptism

was attended to, we staid with them over night.

The family having notified the neighbors, a goodly

number met for evening meeting, and Eld. Zigler

talked to them for a short time,

Bro. Garber had sought a home in the West, set-

tling in Oklahoma, but disease having taken hold

of his body, he returned home, to loved ones, but

all this did not satisfy the soul, He is now on his

way to the home beyond, and we hope he may
reach it safely. We reached our home next day

and felt glad of the work that was done, and that

we found all well. Michael Ziglek.

Broadway, Va., Aptil 27.

Patience strengthens the spirit, sweetens the

temper, stifles anger, extinguishes envy, subdues

pride; she bridles the tongue, refrains the hand, and

tramples upon temptation.

—

Home.
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Notes x from x our x Correspondents.

INDIANA.

Anderson Church.—Three precious souls have

made application to be buried with their Savior in

baptism. Baptism will be administered to them

next Sunday. Others are much impressed.—/. S.

Alldredge, May 14.

Soul Heights.—The missionary Sunday school

at this point was reorganized on the last Sunday in

March, to commence on the first Sunday in April.

Our Superintendent is Bro David Cripe. We have

an average attendance of forty-five. We also have

preaching every two weeks on Sunday evening by
Bro. D P. Miller—Frank Batorff, South Bend, Ind.

Santa Fe.—We held our churchmeeting May I,

at our south house. The business was disposed of

in a Christian spirit. Bro. G. D. Sonafrank was
nd degree of the ministry,

'ith us and preached at our

OHIO.

Dayton,

church metii

Elders Cotte

The

to the

Bro. Jacob Fisher

North ho 1 Saturday

! baptized -/.Sunday,

cong, Ir.ii , May 4,

Bear Creek Church,

the Middle District of Indiana was
church. A great deal of business wa:

Bro. L. Holsinger acted as Moderator,

thank the Brethren of the Middle Dist

d Sunday, t

Hosteller, Wuvipe

District Meeting of

1a was held in this

less was transacted.

/eel to

f Indi-

ana for the privilege of having the District Meet-
ing convene in our church, for we have been great-

ly built up in the cause of the Master through that

gathering.

—

H. P. Garbcr.

Sidney.—Bro. L. H. Eby, of North Manchester,
began meetings in Sidney April 19, and closed last

night. Although the weather was inclement, yet

the attendance and interest were good. Two
precious souls,—a husband and wife,—came out

and united with the church. Others, we believe,

are near the kingdom. We all apprecia'ed Bro.
Eby's labors very much. I was to Fort Wayne ov-
er Sunday, and found the work moving along nice-
ly. The little band oi members feels encouraged,
and alive to the work.—Daniel S»cll, May ?,

Eockrun.—We met in quarterly council May I.

Bro. I. L. Berkey was chosen delegate to Annual
Meeting; Bro. John Weaver, alternate. Four mem-
bers were received by letter, among them Ed.
Daniel Shively and wife, formerly of New Paris,

but who have located in Goshen, to retire from ac-
tive church work They are welcomed in our
midst. Our Communion was appointed for May 20.
We also decided to hold a protracted meeting this

fall.to begin Oct. 9. We also decided to make a

call for the Sunday school meeting that will be
held in Northern Indiana this summer.—R. W. Da-
venport, Goshen, Ind., May I.

OREOON.

Mohawk Valley Church.—We met in quarterly
council April 24 All business passed off quietly
and pleasantly. Great interest is being taken in
the improvement of the churchyard and burial
grounds. One acre of land was purchased at this
meeting for ten dollars; nine dollars was immedi-
ately contributed for the payment of same. Our
Sunday school has been running with good inter-
est since April 4, with Bro. J. A, Royer and Sister
Sarah Drury as Superintendents. We use the
Brethren's literature exclusively.—Kale K. Drury,
Motel, Ore., April 2J.

KANSAS.

Walnut Valley Church.—We met in special
council on Wednesday, April 28, preparatory to
our love feast. Elders Moses Hrubaker and Mi-
chael Keller were present with us. Considerable
business came before the meeting, but everything
was disposed of in a Christian spirit. Bro. John
Clapper was elected to the second degree of the
ministry, and Bro. Cyrus Martin was elected to the
deacon's office. The Brethren held meetings each
evening during the week, and on Saturday we held
our Communion meeting. It was truly an enjoya-
ble meeting.—Lydia Weinurt, Heizer, Kans., May 4

mbers of the West Dayton
I Thursday evening, April 29.

d I.J. Rosenberger were pres-

ent, Several committees were appointed to di im-

portant work, One was received by bapt
eight by letter since our last report. One query
goes to District Meeting. Bro, O P. Hoover is our
delegate to Annual Meeting, and brethren Samuel
Bock and W. D. Long to District Meeting. Our
assistant elder,— Bro. I. J. Rosenberger,—tendered
his resignation, which was accepted —Elmer Wom-
bold, No. 1? FarUy St., May 1,

Logan Church.—At our regular service yester-

day, May 2, one was baptized. He and his wife

had driven forty miles the day previous, through
the rain, to receive the rite. He is a man of intel-

ligence, and we hope that he will make himself use-

ful Surely his faith is to be commended! We
hope to see a mission post established at his home
in the near future. Our Sunday school is moving
along nicely, not having to recuperate from a win-

ter's inactivity, as heretofore. We use the Breth-

ren's helps entirely, and they are among the best

published.—John R. S-yder, Be'lrfontaine, Ohio, 621
E Rush St, IHayj.

Tuscarawas Church.—We commenced a series

of meetings at the Eden house, on the evening of

April n We had arranged to have Bro. Ouincy
Leckrone, of Glenford, Ohio, conduct said~meet-
ines. He arrived April 13, preaching, in all, nine
convincing sermons. The attendance was good,
and most excellent attention was given to the Word
preached. .As an immediate result three precious
souls were added to the church by baptism. Oth-
ers were made to realize their need of salvation,

le future are bright. Our Sunday
prosperous condition. We use the

Brethren's literature, and do not hesitate to pro-
nounce it as r/ood as any other help on the market.
—Reuben Shroyer, Pierce Ohio, Apii'jo.

PENNSYLVANIA.

Johnstown.—The Brethren of the Walnut Grove
churih were made to rejoice on last Sunday to see
one precious soul come out on th

" Bread cast upon the waters,—se<

days."

—

E. F. Clark, May 4.

Meyersdale.—At our council, preparatory to

District Meeting, we had a good attendance. Ev-
erything passed off pleasantly. Our love feast will

be May 29, at 3 o'clock. A series of meetings will

commence a week before. Brethren C. G. Lint
and I. C. Johnson are our delegates to District
Meeting, Bro. E. K. Hostettler, delegate to Annual
Mee'ing,—/. C.Johnson, May J.

White Oak.—This church held her regular meet-
ing at the Krider house, on Sunday, April 25, which
was very largely attended, Besides our home

n Christian Brubaker, Amos Hot-

Winchester.

—

I ;

schools

Lord's

aboring in the "Peach
Grove" church. The house is loca'ed (as many
others are) far enough from the town, to cut off

from the town people the privilege of attending
the services,— except a few members who live in

the city, and have their own conveyances. They,
with some of their friends, attend very regularly

and are fully alive to the interest of the Lord's
work Our congregations are not so large as far-

ther west, but our members here are up to a good
standard of zeal, and fidelity to the teachings of

the Bible. The work here is in its infancy yet, but

is growing hopefully.—A, Hutchison, April30.

NEBRASKA.

South Loup Church.—This church met in quar-
terly council April 24. Considerable business was
disposed of in a pleasant manner. The church is

in fair working order. We decided to hold a love

feast at Bro, Lon May's house June 5, about six

miles north of Santora, and nine and one half miles

southwest of Litchfield. The surrounding congre-

gations are cordially invited to be with us.—/. C.

Wright, Miller, Nebr , May 3.

Cheyenne Church.—Our quarterly council was
held April 29, at Bro. W. E. Hiltabidel's. Our eld-

er be ng present, all business was disposed of in a

Christian Spirit. The church decided to send our
elder, J. F. Cline, as delegate to District Meeting,
with Bro. S. H. Sh .rp, as alternUe. The church also

decided to hold a love feast Sept. 11 and 12, at 10

A, M., at Bro. W. E HilUbidel's, about four miles
northwest of Atwood, Kans.— C. A. Wray, Stralton,

Nebr., May 4.

MISSOURI.

Nevada.—The mer
nice on the first Su
lose of the services ;

again

, brcthri

nth

ing twelve applit

from adjoin-

v the meetinghouse, where the

iinistered. One of our town
editors r marked that there wer about fifteen hun-
dred per

heim, Pa
oils at the waterside.

-

April 28.

ARKANSAS.

-A, E. Light, Man-

Wyma 1.— I went to the Can eron church April
23, held s

members
tended, c

son. Th

ix meetings and one Co
faithful. Meetings w
n account of sickness

jse members need mor

uncil I found the

:re not largely at-

and the busy sea

e meetings. They

lprlja.
;ings every week.—Samuel Weimer,

VIRGINIA.

bers t

day of this month. At the

young lady applied for bap
tism, which was attended to the same dav, and she
went on her way rejoicing. There is still room for

many more.—D. D. Wmc, May 8.

Greenwood Church.—Our regular quarterly coun-
cil occurred on Saturday, May I. Considerable
business was agreeably attended to. Brethren I. L.
Harris and W. D. Harris were elected to the min-
istry, and brethren Robert Deboard and Joel Oxly
to the office of deacon All these brethren, with
their wives, were duly installed. The installation

services were conducted by Bro F. W. Dove, and
brought out some arguments against the use of to-

bacco as a habit. It is to be deplored that breth-
ren and sisters will use it. Bro. S. M. Stevens is

our delegate to District Meeting,—/./, Troxel, May

Broadway.—The District Meeting for the Sec-
id District of Virginia, held at Sangersville, west

of Bridgewater, was largely attended. Bro Hollin-
of Washington City, was present, and ad-

sed the meeting in the interests of the Wash-
on City Mission. His address was well re-

ceived. The mission at Staunton, Va,, received en
agement also.—Daniel Hays, May 1.

Spring Eiver Church.—We held our council-
meet ng on Saturday, May I. Eld. Geo. Barnhart,
and others, from the Caithage church were pres-

ent; also Eld, Wm. Harvey and Bro. Henry Sun-
derland, from the Dry Fork church. A good dial
of business came before the meeting. Bro. George
Dunning was elected and duly installed into the

office of deacon. Bro. Samuel Gault and the writ-

er were chosen delegates to the District Meeting.
Before the meeting was over, Bro. C. Holderman
preached the funeral for an aged man who died the

day before, in Kansas. He was brought about six-

ty miles in a wagon, for interment at this place. In

the evening Bro. Barnhart did some preaching, and
also on Sunday, followed by Bro. Harvey.—/ K
Shively, May 5.

LOUISIANA.

Roanoke.—The members of the Roanoke church
et in council April 17. Everything passed off

pleasantly. There was a minister elected, but he

will not be installed until our love feast, June 5.—
Myrtle E. Sutphin, April 21).

IOWA.

South Keokuk Church.—Our quarterly council

was held March 20. Not much business came be-

fore the meeting. AH was disposed of in a. Chris-

tian spirit. We decided to hold our Communion
meeting Oct. 15. — Mary Heilman, Ollie, Iowa,
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The Kansas City Mission.

I have been in all the large cities where the

mission work done under the care of our General

Mission Board, and I am somewhat acquainted

with the result, but I know of no large city in the

United States where mission work, under the Gen-
eral Mission Board, and by a suitable minister,

could be done more successfully than in Kansas
City. When I say, " The Kansas City Mission," I

do not mean a mission already existing, but one
that should exist.

Some of the reasons for calling the attention of

our Brotherhood to the importance of starting a

mission here, are the following:

1, There are about thirty members in this city

and suburbs, who could be organized into a church,

and a good foundation laid for work. There are

some earnest private members, both brethren and
sisters, who would readily aid a missionary at this

place.

2. These members in the city belong to the

Olathe congregation,—from twenty to twenty. five

miles away, where only a few can ever attend coun-

cil-meeting on account of their occupation.

3 There are many members' children in the city,

many of whom could be saved to the church, and
their friends in the East would no doubt be dis-

posed to aid in sustaining the mission.

4. The members in the city would do their part

5. The expense of sustaining a mission here, and
the natural result, are very strong arguments in its

0. The little effort that has been made, and the

gratifying results are, perhaps, the strongest reasor

why the G-neral Mission Board should take th

missinn post in hand. For example, take the Ch
caeo Mission, which has had the fostering care c

the Mission Board for about ten years, and is ut

der the care of a resident minister, assisted by
three or more noble workers, and the ingathering

for the year is reported as thirteen. Kansas City

without a resident minister appointed to look aftei

517

did what we could for her she went away. Her old-
est son died but Jerry got better. She then came
again to see us. She was glad for her little son,
but the distressed look on her familiar fice I shall
not soon forget. She went home. The next day
we heard she was dead and, according to Hindoo
usage, immediately burned. Jerry has no mother
now. "Jerry's mother," as we fondly called her,

—This week, one day, twenty died in Bulsar and
seventeen around about in near villages,—anoth-
er day, eight died. So the death rate varies, but
the harvest is great. The postmaster, a Parsee, has
died; and three among our good neighbor, Mr.
La Pcrsonne's, railway shop people have also died.

—Many people are being inoculated by a special
preparation, made by specialists for the plague. It
dnes good, no doubt, but several inoculated persons
have succumbed to the plague. The railway people
have all been inoculated but we have not yet.

—The government is doing all possihle here to
stamp out the plague. It is a very difficult task.
Several of the native sepoys who have their share
in the work have died. The mamlutdar (mayor) of

i take

.i.h it 1

of abs. Wei :doii

.isi.i

ent doctor in a general way.

i to His glory, and spare

to the govern
May the Lord ust

t of the people

W. B. Stover.

Witnessing for Jesus.

To Ow Beloved Ftllow -Workers and Fellow-Heirs in

India and Asia Miior:—
"Grace and peace be multiplied unto you

through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus
Lord" 2 Pet. 1: 2.

" This God is our God forever and ever; he
be our Guide even unto death." Ps. 48: 14.

" Blessed be his glorious name forever: and let

the whole earth be filled with his glory; Amen,

This is the Gospel for the human race through all
generations. "God manifest in the flesh" is the
logic of redemption. Faith appropriates and ex-
presses God. and glories in the cross, and thus fur-
nishes both zeal and wisdom and efficacy to our
missionaries, at home and abroad. May you enter
more and more into the blessedness and glory of
I'hilpp. 3: 14. c H Balsdaugh.
Union Deposit, Pa.

Arrangements for Annual Meeting.

The tabernacle is nearing completion, and, should
the weather be unfavorable (which, we hope, may
not be the case), we will have one of the best loca-
tions I ever saw for such a building. All of it that
is not on board floor is covered with a foot of solid
tanbark. People can go, if necessary, from same to
dining hall in the dry.

The committee on lodging have secured as many
places as is thought necessary, and still there are
dailv applications for lodgers by the citizens.

The Standing Committee have a commodious
room in the second story of the building, and sleep
in cots in the room adjoining. The Messenger of-
fice and railroad offices, are located at entrance
to the grounds. The General Missionary Commit-
tee and Tract Examining Committee are located on
first floor, side by side, and opposite the office of
Executive Committee, which will be directly under
room of Standing Committee. The Dining Hall
and Restaurant are on same floor in the building,
which is two hundred feet long by thirty-five li^c
wide, with two wings,—one, one* hundred by thirty-

five feet; the other, two hundred by twenty tfree
Sunday school workers will have (by

sion labor, and no church building, reports eleven

as having been gathered into the fold by desultory

efforts. While we have no fault to find with any ef-

fort in mission work el e ewhere, and bid them all

God-speed, we believe that if half the amount had
been expended in Kansas City, which has been ex-

pended in St. Louis or Chicago, the result would
be very gratifying. S. Z. Sharp.
McPlurson, /Cans.

Bulsar Notes.

—Yesterday, at noon, the thermometer on our
front porch, in the shade, in the breeze, stood at

ioo° for two hours Dr more. It is cooler to-day.

—The plague cc ntinues. Our dear old water
woman felt bad on e day, and the next day died

It was from off he r legs that Bro. Miller bought
nearly 40 heavy bra ss rings,—the entire outfit,— for,

I think, two rupees . She often came in from her

place to join with 1 s in prayer. She only knew a

nd An Ps. 72: 1 g.

abounds i

abounds
lndi; Asia, but

sin hath

very little of anything outside her daily round of

duties. How suddenly we are called to try the re-

alities of another worldl

—"Jerry's mother,"—in these familiar tones we
often speak of a certain poor widow woman of ami-
able character. She often came to our house to

talk about the Christ. She was exceedingly humble
and tender-hearted. Her oldest son was sick with
the plague. Her youngest son, Jerry, ten years
old, was down too. The oldest son's wife was in

hospital with plague. Poor womanl Thus situated
she came to us one day and said, "You are my
lather and mother, tell me what to do." After we

"That as sir,

o may grace reign
through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus
Christ our Lord." Rom. 5: 20, 21.

"Glorious Gospel of the blessed God, which is

committed to our trust" 1 Tim. 1: 11. No won-
der you " have hazarded your lives for the name of

our Lord Jesus Christ." Acts 15: 26. Who would
not die in the promulgation and defense of such a
Gospel? Acts 21: 13. The prospective joy which
sustained the Prince of Sufferers will also sustain

you Heb. 12: 2, 3. You will find I Cor. 10: 13, as
gloriously true in the Orient to-day as it was eigh-

teen centuries ago. Rom. 15: 13 equally so.

Some of the slothful in Zion complain that my
epistles are wearisome reading because filled with

so many citations that compel reference to the ora-

cles of God. I am sure you do not belong to •'hat

class. Neither did Job (23: 12); nor David (Ps.

19: 10, and 119: 103). The docile, hungry disciple

is never loath to repair to the divine pantry.

" Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly in

all wisdom" Col. 3: 16. This was the

weapon with which Jesus repelled and discomfited

his Arch-Foe in the wilderness. Matt. 4: 1-10.

The Sword of the Spirit is the only instrument with

hich to vanquish the hosts of hell. The Gospel is

ot the letter, but the Eternal Word. John 1: 1-4,

1 Pet. 1: 25. "The Word is God." We more than

preach it; we live it. To preach about Christ, and
to preach Christ, are very different things. "In
him was life." "To me to live is CHRIST.
Philpp. 1: 21.

The perpetuity of the Divine Incarnation is the

supreme fact of Christianity through all the centur-

ies. Such may you be in India and Smyrna. The
Christ on the throne will endorse the Christ in the

heart. What Christ said of himself, all true Chris-

tians can repeat as a personal appeal to the world.

John 14: 10, Compare John 5: 19 and John 15; 4,

5. 7. 8.

f St

meeting in tab

iding Committee >btained)

) 10: 30 A.B, on Monday,
M. There will be preaching at I

Missionary Meeting at I o'clock,

preaching a^ain at 3 and 8 P. M.
Sunday at 10, 1, 3: 30, and 8 o'clock,

A Bible class will begin one
Eld. J. G R iyer will be the teacher.

will be held daily; preaching at night; all

nacle. Lodging and board can be had on the
grounds, for the Bible class, at same rates as for

Annual Meeting, and no other charge except a do-
nation for Bible 'class services. We will try to

make you feel at home. Come and help us to

make the meetings pleasant and profitable!

E. W. Stoner, Foreman.

s usual, and
Preaching on

ek previous.

Two sessions

taber-

From Mt. Calvary Church, lad.

had

Benjan

The

:h met May 1, 1

very pleasant

business was transacted. ]

port and E. C. Kelley were chosen d

church adopted the one-cent plan, and a com-
mittee of three sisters was chosen to the work.

Sister Ella Kepott was chosen secretary of the
one-cent plan. Two young sisters,—sisters Edna
Martin and Grace Keport,—were chosen to solicit

for the missionary cause,

;n this church was first organized, several

ago, Bro. J. A. Weaver was chosen as our
At our council, Feb. I, he handed in his res-

ignation, as he and his family had decided to move
to North Dakota. It, therefore, became necessary

to elect another elder. Bro. D. P. Shively, of Pipe

Creek, was chosen as our elder, and Bro. W. S.

Toncy, of Upper Deer Creek, as assistant. Both
elders are earnest workers for the Lord. We have
no resident minister. Bro. Hatcher, of the Koko-
mo church, comes every fourth Saturday and stays

over Sunday. He is a good, earnest worker. The
North Manchester brethren also come every sec-

ond Saturday. Sarah C. Mitchell,
Adamsboro, Ind.

" It is a great thing for any one to fill his place

in the world. It matters less where one's place is

than that it be filled, wherever it is. The lowest

place, well filled, is more creditable to him who oc-

cupies it than would be the highest poorly filled,"
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From Pine Grove, Md.

Wr had preaching to-day, al 10:30 A. M.,

by !3ro. 1. O. Thompson. One dear sister, who
had strayed from the fold, relumed to walk in

newness of life. May she ever be found faith-

ful until death! We have arranged with Prof.

which, we think, is a step in the right <

lion. Beginning next Saturday evening

Sunday, we will havesinging on the secon

fourth Sundays until the terra ends. W.
have preaching on the first and third Sundays
of each month. Samuel M. Wilhelm

Pleasant Silt, W. Va., May s.

FALLEN t ASLEEP .

STUMP.—In the York congregalion, Pa„
Sister Ella Stump, aged 32 years, 2 m
and j8 days. She leaves three small chil

—orphans. Interment at Loganville, Pa.

PE1RSON. — In the Salei

ontgomery Co., Ohio. Marc
lizabelh.wifeol Bro. I'hilem

about 72 years. Sister Peirson

congrcgatl

3- '897. Sis

i Peirson, aged

Thn

die of the day. he

^ Strange Coincidence.

things do

oss the dark river o

came, about the mid

ed by brethren J. Kin

1. I. T. FlDLER.

RICKARD.— In

stock congregatioi

March 23, 1897, S

aged 56 years, to m

MOHLER.—At
!8c7, Sister Armii

te bounds of the Wood-
Shcnandoah Co, Va„

ler Rebecca
J. Rickard,

ithsaud 21 days. Fi

M. .,,[,.

and jai Moh:

She
aged

Obtaining the

complishr

; failed tc

*Strk

cliildhoc d 10 manbood does 1 ot open
neously neither do babes in Christ

velop in the h gbest type of Christi

a day. Peter would s know
must ha e faith

»ledK

tbat :nd we

Hence," 'godlm brotherly kind

onths and 15 days.

AMERMAN.— In the Nettle Creek
agerstown, Ind., April 7, 1897, Siste

. Amerman, aged 57 years, 4 months
days. She was mairied to Harlan An

2, 1873. To them were born sevt

ler, one sister and one brother,— all mem-
of the Brethren church Her early de-

parture is a sad stroke to the bereaved family,

well as to her many friends, who, for her
iristian walk and amiable disposition, have
irned to love her. Funeral discourse from

LANDES.— In the Greene church, Iow
April 26, 1897. Sister Leatha H. Landes, aged"
80 years, 11 months and 10 days. Deceased
was born in Knox County, Tenn, May 16, 1816
She was married to Felix Landes, March 24
1836, to which union were born six children'
Sister Landes became a member of the Breth-
ren church about fifty years ago, and lived an
exemplary Christian life until God called her
home. Funeral services by Eld. Harvey Eik-
enberry, assisted by Eld. J. F. Eikenberry.
Text, Psa. 116: 15

A. Gebtrudk Eikenherry.

MARTIN.—In the Brother's Valley congre-
gation, Somerset Co., Pa., April 24, 1897, Sisier
Mary Martin, consort of Bra John Martin,

69 years, 7 months and 12 days. Inter-

at Pike church. Services by D H.
sted by J. H. Knepper (Progress-W.i k e

D. ,Wa
.6:5.R.»i

GOOD.—In th

/ale, Pa, April 6

of Jacob F, Goo.

iltol the

life >

A noted evangelist has been preaching in

Florida, thai it is possible to receive a 'se

ble-smg" through ennsecratiun and pi

mimstf!

«

than a year ago, but lost ii

He has again bee^i a seeker, but fails

in it. On Easter Sunday his congrega^

ic, and drove thera al

ce is not often beard from but I

I do the Brethren good to know lb

s advocated in this city of Rom;

. She leaves two daughters and
Funeral services were conducted by

Eld Abraham Bowman, assisted by Eld. Lev
s VV. Teeter, from John 16: 33.

Ida E. Teeter.

W1SEHART.—In the Nettle Creek church,
fagerstown, Ind., April 9, 1897, Sister Ida
Visehart, aged 26 years. She leaves a father,

1897, Sister Mary Good, wife

aged abmt 44 years. De
as a member of the church for many
d highly esteemed by all. She was

and cheerful. She leaves a devoted husband
and son. Services conducted by Bro. J. B^
Ruthrauff and the writer. Text, "Precious in

the sight of the Lord is the death of the

saints." C. R. Obllig.

SMITH.— In

•rship th.v

plai of 1

the synagogues

the same thing Under the

thought it would be the only v

isobey (he M
A Biptis

ago,

ting.

- grace of God, to leads

kept iheir seats.

ht'r '*l and

of the —
blessed, last Sue lay when I ha i the oppor-

i>hich
is the Right Chu rch, by S. T. Ca rpente and
"The Light-hou by A. W Wiinn,
asked them to ead these s, and
would know all a ...ul my be tef.

Ther

the

ered ih<
. pi*

, the lead-

for, Glad y he
pressed my hand and said, "There could be
nothing better. It is the pure Scripture.*' He
also expressed a desire to hear further on
that topic.

1 never knew there was a work here for me,
more than lean

o. The
) Christ,

3»Sa Fullum Street.

e Lord has greatly blessed m
mall effort. These people ar

s after the Truth.

H, B. Maldeis.

mourn her departure,

ducted by Eld. Lewis
Eld. Abraham Bowmar

MUMMERT. — In

26.

CARPER.—In the Pleasant Valley church.

id., April 10, 1897, Elizabeth Carper, wife of

ro. Samuel Carper, aged 57 years, 6 months
ad 14 days. She was a daughter of Eld.

Jacob Berkey, deceased. She united with the
en church in her youth, and was a fatth-

tui member and a kind mother until called
away by death. She was married to Samuel
Carper April 25, 1870. To them were born
four children, two of whom preceded her to

the spirit world. Two sons, with the father,

yet remain. The funeral took place
Forest Grove church, and was conducted by
Bro. Fields, from Philpp. 1: 21, to a

cle of relatives and friends. L E. VV

ULRICH.— In the Nettle Creek church,
Hagerstown, Ind., April 20, 1897, Bro, John H.
Ulrich, cged 54 years, 7 months
He was the son of Daniel T. Ulrich, deceased.
He united with the Brethren church in i86(

and lived a devoted Christian life until hi

^iniil-i

17. 1825. She

d hvchildren.— fou

preceded her to the spir

Brethren church in ii

oted, Christian life. ]

r, 2: 10, by Wm, Crabl

: Lick Creek coneregatii

;r Elizabeth Keeler Smith,
onths and 23 days. Sistei

ntgomery County, Pa.

Elia;ned

Quincy Lrckkonk. HIGHBARGER. — In the Manor church,
Washington Co., Md , March 16, 1897, Sister
Magdalene Highbarger, wife of Bro. Abner
Highbarger, aged 66 years, 11 months and

5
Deceased was a member of the Breih-
urch over forty years, She leaves a

husband, four sons and one daughter, all mem-
ays patient bers of the church except Qne son _ Tfag^^

son is a minister. Interment at the Manor
cemetery. Services by brethren Jacob Brick-
er, Victor Long and John Otto, of the home
church, from John 5: 25. Wm. C. Koontz.

CRIST.—In the Maple Grove church, John-
son Co, Kans., April 22 1897, of brain fever,
Maggie, wife of Bro. [ohn Crist, aged 2+ years'

and 1 month. Funeral services by Bro. Jesse
Studebaker and Peter Heck (Old Order) Just
two years and ten days ago, Bro, John buried
his first wife. He lived with his last com-
panion fourteen months. She united with the

.rid. She joined church eleven months ago, and was.anointed a
days before her death. Bro. John is left

i from with eight children. He is a faithful minister,
and desires the prayers of God's children.

Ida S. You.sc e.

SHELLENBERGER.—In the Nishn a Val-
ley church, at his home, two miles east of Bid-
dick, Montgomery Co., Iowa, April 19, 1897, of

orrhage and heart trouble, H. S Shellen-
berger, aged 56 years, 10 months and 19 days.
le was born in Juniata County, Pa, June I,

840; moved with his parents and family to

Stephenson County, 111., in 1857; was married
65. to Lizzie Askey, in Illinois; moved
s in 1869, and to Iowa in 1880. He
th the Brethren church in 1882, was

EDMONSOU— In the bounds of the Wood-
stock congregation, Shenandoah Co., Va,, April

B97, C. S. Edmonson, aged 35 years, :

months and 16 days, Funeral services by tb<

undersigned, from Mum, 10: 29.

S. A. Shaver.

FIANT.— Near Connersville, Ind., April 17

1*07. Bro. Jonas Fiant, aged 82 years, 4 months
and 16 days. Deceased was born in Berk;

County, Pa
,
Dec. I, 1814, and came with his

parents, Daniel and Salome Fiant, to Indiana

in 1816. He was united in marriage to Mary
Munger, July 26, 183S. This union was blessed

with eight children. He and his faithful com-
panion united with the German Baptist Breth-

ren in 1842. He was called to the deacon's

office Sept. 16, 1852, and remained faithful un
til death. He was largely instrumental in the

erection of the White Water house (Four Mile

church) where, when health would permit, his

He lei

Funeral !

He leav, othei

m, and other relatives to mourn their loi

uneral services conducted by Eld. Lewis W.
eeter, assisted by Eld. Abraham Bo
om 2 Cor. 5:4. Ida E. Tee

FRANKLIN.—In the Stoney Creek church,
amilton Co., Ind, April 26, 1897, Hannah
rankliD, wife of Welson Franklin and daugb-
r of Joseph and Hannah Caylor, aged 72
:ars, i month and 26 days. She was married
n. 30, 1S95. She leaves a husband and one
•n. Funeral services by Moses Smeltzer and
e writer, John S McCarty.

GROVE. — At her home, in Mayersville,
York, Pa., March 16, 1897, Sister Elizabeth
Grove, aged 91 years, 4 months and 25 days.

Abram S. Hkrshev.

LONG.—In the Pipe Creek church, Miami
Co.. Ind., April 20, 1897, Sister Barbara (Shive-
ly) Long, aged 75 years-, 3 months and 15 days.

Long was born in Montgomery County,

ces April 19, at the White Water house, by
elders Jacob Rife and Carey Toney, from Rev,

14: 12, 13. S. W. Payton.

VANPELT.—On Mossy Creek, Va., April

;6. 1897, Walter L., son of Bro. Geo. Vanpelt,

•ged 13 years and 14 days. Walter was on a

vagon loaded with ft

s field to plai

,plo

The
low ptece and caused Walter to lose his

:e. When he fell, be seized a plow and
pulled it after him. It struck him and knocked

wagon, which, with its load,

passed over his body, causing injuries from
which he died the following night. Walter
was a good boy, and liked by all his associates.

He was a good Sunday school pupil, and well

informed for one so young in years. Funeral
services by the Brethren.

I. Newton Click.

ROYER.—At his home, in the Middle Creek
:hurch, Lancaster Co., Pa., March 22, 1897, of

aid age, friend Samuel Royer, aged 99 years,

,
Jan. 5.

India

o Bro. Jacob Lon,

vith I

11, 1843. To this

lorn, three of whom
ne daughter. She
any years ago, and

I ' . 1 U t i

and I day. His .'ifc. Si* Juli,

preceded him
fifteen years, six months and ten days, aged 79

months and 29 days. He leaves 1

children. He was born Feb. 21, 1798, ar

:d all his life-time in the old homestead of

grandfather, Daniel Royer, who died Oct.

His laid l : Apri

by Eld. Jacob Snell, from 1 Sam.

W. B. Dailey,

1 the old burying ground at the Middle
Creek meetinghouse, near his home,

Michael Zug.

placed in the ministry in the fall of 1885, and
installed into the second degree Oct. 26, 1805.

He leaves a wife, two sons and one daughter,
a pair of twins having preceded him. The oc-

casion was improved from Job 14: 10, at the

Presbyterian church, north of Biddick, and in-

terment in the cemetery near by.

M. Myers.

KIMMEL.—At Pleasant Unity, Westmore-
land Co., Pa., April 18, 1897, of consumption,
Sister Susan Kimmel (nee Ream), aged 40
'ears. She leaves a husband and five little

ions. Interment in the Brethren cemetery
lear Sipesville, Pa. Funeral services by the

"iter. John J. Darr.

HART.— At Middletown, Ind, April 30,

897, Sister Julia A. Hart, aged 73 years. Her
naiden name was Smith. She was born in

Rockingham County, Va , April 29, 1824. She
th the church in 1833, and lived a

Christian life. She wa"= always
ready to respond to any call, and gave liberal-

cause. She was anointed a few
weeks previous to her death. She was the

mother of seven children, three of whom are

leral services by brethren D. F.

Hoover nnd H. L. Fadely, from 2 Tim. 1:7.

Interment at the Miller cemetery.

Florida J. Etter Grren.

BOSSERMAN. — Near East Berlin, Pa.,

March 29, 1897, Catharine, daughter of Lewis

Sosserman. Services at the Mummert meet-

lghouse, by brethren O. V. Long and D, H.

ZEIGLER.—In Abbottstown, Pa., April 13.

B97, Bro John B. Zeigler, aged 64 years, 4

lonths and 21 days. Services at the Mum-
lert meetinghouse, by elders Peter Brown
nd D. H. Baker.

GRUVER.—In East Berlin, Pa, April 29,

B97, Ida M., daughter of Aloysius Gruver.

Services at Holtzswamp meetinghouse, by D.

H. Baker, Mary K, Baker,
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> ADV ER'l ISEMBMTS <

Do You Sing?
If so, have you examined the Brethren Sun-

day School Song Book? It is a well-arranged

and carefiilly-sdt'iieil collection of songs suita-

ble for the Sunday School, Prayer Meeting or

Social Gathering:

Thousands of them have been sold, and to

introduce the book this offer is made to Sun-

day School Superintendents and Choristers.

Order a copy, either round or shaped notes,

accompanied with 35 cents, the retail price,

and we will send the book and a coupon good
for 35 cents on the first dozen books or-

dered at the regular [iricu, Sj.60 per dozen pre-

paid. Address:

Bre I'rf.usHi; Hi.

Windsor
European Hotel,

TRIBUNE BLOCK,

to 153 Dearborn St, S. Gregsten, Prop,

CHICAGO, ILL.

B. L. CARTER, Girard, 111.,

Dry Goods, Shoes, Etc.

Teeter's Commentary

The prices on this popular and
liable Commentary have now been
duced to the following:

Cloth Binding, two volumes, - $AM
Halt Leather, iwn vol , ±.e,

: Brh i Punt

- 5.0

Sendfor Special Prices to Agents.

Baltimore City Church.

Classified Minutes of Annual Meeting.

Not all the members of our church have
that perfect knowledge of our principles, thai

is so desirable, Others there are who are well
acquainted with the church as it exists, bat
who would like to know something of her past

history, as regards her gradual growth and de-
velopment. In fact, all who are interested in

the welfare of the church, that is so dear to all

of us, should have access to a complete com-
pilation, such as is found in the "Classified

Minutes ot Annual Meeting," with the appen-
dix, containing the Minutes up to the yeai

1802. We sell this work at only #1,50 for cloth

binding. Be sure to send for a copy while the

supply is still on hand. Those who have the

old edition ai the "Classified Minntes," cai

have the "Appendix" m separate binding fo>

Doctrinal Outlines

Is a book of 77 closely-printed pages that is

work for ministers, Sunday school workers and
others, containing outlines on the following:

Historical, Doctrinal, Missionary, Secret Soci-

eties, Homiletics, Revivals, The Sunday School

The Home.
it is highly prized in Smyrna. (See page 41

of Messenger.) Order soon, as the number
on hand is limited. Price, paper cover 15

cents; cloth, 25 cents, prepaid.

Brethren Publishing House,
Mt. Morris. 111.

The Doctrine of the Brethren Defended.

We are admonished by the apostle to give a

reason to every man of the hope that is in us.

Often we are interrogated upon points of

church doctrine on which we cannot give the

iesired information, and would be glad to

Know just where to get it. "The Doctrine of

the Brethren Defended " contains a complete

exposition of the Faith and Practice of the

Brethren, the Divinity of the Holy Spirit, Im-

mersion, Feet-washing, the Lord's Supper, the

Holy Kiss, Non-conformity, Secret Societies,

etc. Price, per copy, cloth binding, $1.25; to

ministers, $1.00. Address this office for further

particulars

Texas' Big Berry Crop.

James T. Quinlan,

SHIPPING & COMMISSION MERCHANT
305 S. Charles St., Baltimore, Md.

&~We call special

passed facilities in procuring for onr readers

any book published, at especially low prices,

In ordering books always give title of book,

aithor Md publisher.

Our Publications.

Children at Work—Weekly; well-illnstr*.

ted; contains the Sunday school lesson, with
explanation, etc., adapted to the understanding
of small children. No better publication can
be found for the little boys and girls of our
Sunday schools.

The dospel Messenger.—A large, religious

weekly,—published in the interest of the Breth-
ren or German Baptist church and their only
recognized r*QUrch organ. Price, $1.50 per

The Young Disciple—An illustrated week-
ly for the young. This is one of the most in-

teresting Sunday school papers published, and
should be used iu all the schools within reach
of our people,

Brethren's Family Almanac—Every fam-
ily should have this Almanac; complete in ev-
ery way. Price, per copy, 10 cents; special

terms to energetic agents.

Brethren's Quarterly.—Prepared for all ad-
vanced classes. It contains the lesson text*

and a complete explanation, nf the lesson

throughout, In preparing this <\^:'t£t\y we

Juvenile Quarterly.—Prepared especially

for the intermediate classes. This is one of the

neatest, and best illustrated quarterlies pub-
lished, The pictures are selected with great

care, and every lesson is illustrated. The little

folks are delighted with It,

. «Kc

Sunday School Supplies.—We keep any
thing that is used in Sunday school work.

Write us for prices on goods not adver-

tised here.

Testaments, flexible, red-edge, perdwen. . . I SB

Sunday School Reward Cards.—Onr
of cards is large and presents a

in styles and prices so as to pies

Please send us a trial order and I

vinced.

e gilt edge, tlie

al>e 8K*6«, . .

H>e»xBK
H«eSx6H
e, i*e3Xx6W..
l«e8«xew,.

Other Helps.—We are prepared to furnish

Bible Dictionaries, Commentaries, Maps, and

Bibles of every description. Always write us

before ordering elsewhere.

When ordering cards be sure to give num-

ber and price as well as the name, so that there

may be no mistake,

Bbexhp*
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Well Pleased with the
Song Book.

Mt. Mo ris, 111

SILVEKISE AMI

Mynewilli Ira "i

OLID Mini; uiTiini fca

Not all can go to foreign lands and see for
themselves the many interesting sights pre-
sented to the observant traveler. Many have

lion, and yet they would like to know some-
thing about the world at large. To such we
recommend " Europe and Bible Lands."
With those who are interested in Bible study
this work will always remain a favorite.
Those who have read the ordinary book of
travel will be surprised to find "Europe and
Bible Lands " of thrilling interest for both old
and young. Those who have not yet secured a
copy of the work should embrace this opportu-
nity of securing it. Price, in fine cloth binding,
only SJ.25 per copy, post-paid. To agents who
are prepared to push an active canvass of the
work, we are willing to give special induce
mems. Address this office for further panicu-

CURES Ss'sH
pfiipiii

"Wanted I

"We call special

passed facilities in procuring for onr readers
book published, at especially low prices

rdering books always give title of book,
author and publisher,

...BUT...

A GOOD TEACHER'S BIBLE

•ill send prepaid to any express office

...FOR $2.05...

The book is no cheap reprint, but lias goc

aper, clear print, and will render excellei

:rvice for the money.

Address your orders to

Homeseekers' Excursions via
Santa Fe Route.

Stop Chewing and Smoking Tobacco!

$soo

;

25 Cents for Butter

ZERO CREAMERY.
With WATER ;

r descriptive literature,
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During early Bible times there were some skill-

ful engineers, and Joseph, who was sold into

Egypt, seems to have been one of them. It is re-

ported of him—we condense from the Engineering—
that about 3,500 years ago he planned and ex-

uted an undertaking that still performs its office,

d is the means of rendering fertile a province

that otherwise would be a barren waste Reference

s here had to what is known as the Bahr Joussuf

—the canal of Joseph—built according to tradition,

by the son of Jacob, and which constitutes not the

least of the many blessings he conferred on Egypt
during the years of his prosperous superintendence

of the affairs of that wonderful country. This

canal took its rise from the Nile at Asiut, and

north almost parallel with it for nearly two
hundred and fifty miles, creeping along under the

western cliffs of the Nile valley, with many a bend
and winding, until at length it gained an eminence,
s compared with the river bed, which enabled it

^ turn westward through a narrow pass and enter

district which was otherwise shut off from the

fertilizing floods on which all vegetation in Egypt
depends. The northern end stood seventeen feet

above low Nile, while at the southern end it was
at an equal elevation with the river, Through this

cut ran a perennial stream, which watered a prov-

ince named the Fayoum, endowing it with fertility

and supporting a large population. In the time
01 the annual flood a great part of the canal was
under water, and then the river's current would

rush in a more direct course into the pass, carrying
with it the rich silt which takes the place of manure
and keeps the soil in a constant state of productive-

ness. All this, with the exception of the tradition

that Joseph built it, can be verified to-day, and
it is not mere supposition or rumor. Until eight

years ago it was firmly believed that the design

has always been limited to an inigation scheme,
larger, no doubt, than that now in operation, as

shown by the traces of abandoned canals, and by
the slow aggregation of waste water which had
accumulated in the Birket el Querum, but still

essentially the same in character. Many accounts

have been written by Greek and Roman historians,

such as Herodotus, Strabo, Mutianus and Pliny,

and repeated in monkish legends, or portrayed in

the maps of the Middle Ages, which agreed with

the folk lore of the district. These tales ex-

plained that the canal dug by the ancient Israelite

served to carry the surplus waters of the Nile

into an extensive lake lying south of the Kayoum,
and so large that it not only modified the climate,

tempering the arid winds of the desert and con-

verting them into the balmy airs which nourished

the vines and the olives into a fullness and fra-

grance unknown in any part of the country, but

also added to the food supply of the land such

immense quantities of fish that the royal preroga-

tive of the right of piscary at the great weir was
valued at $1,250000 annually. This lake was said

to be 450 miles round, and to be navigated by a

fleet of vessels, and the whole circumference

the scene of industry and prosperity.

After Jan. I, 1898, New Yoik will be next to

the largest city in the world. A number of adjoin-

ing cities are to be added to it, forming one great

city, to be known as the Greater New York, having

three hundred and fifty-nine square miles of terri-

tory, and a population of about 3,300,000. The
la-gest city in the world is London, with a popu-

lation of 4,403,000, and an area of 688 square

miles. Inside of ten years it is thought that New
York will have a larger population than London.

It is now about two hundred and forty-five years

since the former was incorporated, while the latter

was founded not far from eighteen hundred years

ago. These we now look upon as large cities, one

being the metropolis of the Eastern Continent, and

the other the metropolis of the Western, but they

are not to be compared with the coming New Jeru-

salem, the metropolis of the new world, which is to

be 1,500 miles square. In fact, there will be, within

the walls of this New Jerusalem, room enough for

over four thousand such cities as New York and

London. While it is wonderful to behold and con-

sider the great cities of earth, it will be far more
wonderful to look upon the capital of Paradise,

that is to come down from God, out of heaven.

We have in our possession a photograph of Pe-

ter Cartwright and wife, the pioneers of Methodism
in the West. The faces are strong and show de-

cision of character. The noted preacher and pre-

siding elder is plainly dressed, and, in appearance,

his wife resembles some of our plainly dressed sis-

ters, even to the wearing of the white cap, or

prayer-covering. In the days of Cartwright and

his co-laborers, the Methodist church adhered

closely to the Bible teaching of plain dressing, so

strongly urged by Wesley and those who labored

with him in founding, what has grown to be the

largest religious body in this country. But by slow-

ly drifting worldward, the Methodists have entirely

departed from the precepts and practice of the

founders of their system of religion, and the

Cartwrights are not now recognized as types

among them. The days of the plain pioneer have
given place to the fashionable pastor, and the

church is not to be distinguished from the world.

We may ask ourselves the questions, Are we to fol-

low in the footsteps of the Methodists? Are we
drifting with the current? Is our anchor cast in

the mud and silt of worldlyism, or are we anchored

to the Rock of Ages? If we are anchored to the

Rock, there will be no drifting, for the gates of hell

shall not prevail against the rock-anchored church

of Jesus Christ.

It is said that probably the oldest couple living

in the United States reside four miles south of Elk-

ton, Mich., vis,, Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Hiller, aged

107 and 105 years, respectively. On Sunday, April

25, these aged people celebrated the eighty-seventh

year of their wedded life. Mr. Hiller was twenty

and his wife eighteen years old when they were

married. They have eleven children, the oldest

being eighty-two years old, and the younger one

fifty-seven. This aged pair live in a small cabin

containing but one room. They are quite poor, and
seem to have but little on which to live. The room,
however, is kept very neat, and everything in the

house seems as clean and as orderly as though it

were the home of some cheerful young people.

The old gentleman is said to be a little under size,

but his step is yet as firm and as regular as the

average man of forty. He reads any print without

glasses, and is said to be cutting a new set of teeth.

The wife is quite feeble, and has been blind for a

considerable time. Mr. Hiller has lived long

enough to have conversed with each and every

president of this Republic. He has seen the world

undergo sufficient changes to make it seem almost

like another world. His long life, however, will

shortly come to a close, and he, with the rest of us,

must then render an account for his stewardship,

The Scriptures teach that in honor we should

prefer one another, but this is by no means the

order of things in the world. We find this veri-

fied in a significant way respecting the seats of

honor at some of the feasts in Washington. The
President, of course, is entitled to the first place,'

but who comes next is the puzzling question. Sir

Julian Pauncefote, who represents England, con-

siders himself the man, and always insists upon

being placed ahead of even the Vice-President.

In fact he refuses to attend some feasts until the

question of honor is settled in his favor. Rather

than incur his displeasure his wishes are acceded to,

and he is treated more like a spoiled child in a

visitor's house, than like a man of dignity, repre-

senting one of the greatest nations on earth. In

the world this looks foolish—the public laughs at

it—but in the church it should seem more foolish,

We have known places where it was thought that

the preachers should occupy seats corresponding

with their official position, that is elders first, then

those in the second degree, and so on, To us

this always seemed uncalled for, as we have never

been accustomed to anything of the kind, and have

a great distaste for all unnecessary formality. We
believe we are in need of more simplicity, and

there is no better place to set a good example

along this line than among our ministers, In

honor let them learn to prefer one another.
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SPRING N10HT.

rhe sounds of day are dead,

Save as the passing scream
)(' mettled iron steed

- lireaks on the starlit dream.

1 rom marsh and brook and pond

Wells up a steady drone
rrnm glad bass throats, to join

Blend in one s

Our thoughts un>

Toward the de

n<cious drift

O, witchery ol Spring!

We quaff thy neciared bowl;

We clasp this night to heart,

And wrap it in our soul.

—Poems ofa Decade,

THE THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS.

[In answer to a number of inquiries, concerning what the

Savior said about the Son of Man, being three days and three

nights in the htart of the earih, we take pleasure in giving the

following extract from "Jesus and Jonah," a neat little vol-

ume (price so cents) by J. W. McGarvey. The explanation

will doubtless be found very satisfactory.

—

Ed ]

The words of Jesus, "As Jonah was three days

and three nights in the bowels of the sea monster,

so shall the Son of man be three days and three

nights in the heart of the earth," are very puzzling

to many modern readers because of their apparent

in-onsistency with the accounts given elsewhere of

the time between his death and his resurrection.

That he was buried on Friday evening, and that he

arose on Sunday morning, is so clearly set forth in

the G >spel narratives, and so generally accepted as

true, that it must be acknowledged as a settled fact.

But this is totally irreconcilable with the statement

that he was three days and three nights in the heart

ol the earth, if the latter is to be understood in the

sense now attached to the words. Some scholars

have thought the contradiction to be real, and have

for this reason thought that the verse containing

the words ascribed to Jesus are an interpolation in

Matthew's Gospel; while others have been driven

to novel theories, as to the time Jesus spent in the

tomb Many attempts have been made to show
that there is no real contradiction; but the most of

thrse have proved unsatisfactory. It is the purpose
of this essay to make another such attempt, and I

trust that the reader will find it supported by com-
petent and sufficient evidence.

The contradiction between the statement made
and the facts recorded is so palpable from the

point of view of our English usage, that if the two
are harmonious the harmony must be found in

some peculiar u*age of Hebrew writers and speak-

ers—a usage by which the expression " three days
and three nights '* is the equivalent of a small part of

one day, all of the next, and a part of the third.

Such usage would appear very strange to us, but if

it really existed among the Hebrews, its strangeness

cannot nullify it. Its existence must not be
assumed in order to get rid of a difficulty of inter-

pretation; it must be demonstrated independently

of the passage in which the difficulty is found.

Can this be done?

It was the invariable custom of Hebrew writers to

count a fraction of a year, or a day, at the beginning

of a series and at the end of it, as each a year, or a

day. This can be demonstrated by many example",

and especially by the parallel numbers recorded in

the Books of Kings. Abijam began to reign over

Judah in the eighteenth year of Jeroboam; he

reigned three years, and yet he died in the twentieth

year of Jeroboam (i Kings 15: X, 2, 8, 9). Evident-

ly the three years are made up by a part of Jero-

boam's eighteenth, all of his nineteenth, and a part

of his twentieth. Nadab began to reign over Israel

in the second year of Asa, and reigned two years,

yet he died in the third year of Asa (15: 25, 28).

His two years were a part of Asa's second, and a

part of his third; and they may have been not more
than one whole year. In the same third year of

Asa, Baasha began to reign, and reigned twenty-

four years, yet he died in the twenty-sixth year ol

Asa, one ) ear too soon in our mode of counting

(15: 33; 16: 6, 8). Elah began in the twenty-sixth

year of Asa, reigned two years, and died in the

twenty- seventh of Asa (8-10). This method is

pursued till the fall of the northern Kingdom with-

out variation; and the consequence is, that in esti-

mating the duration of the two kingdoms of Israel

and Judah by the regnal years of their kings, it is

necessary to deduct at least half a year from the

given number of every one who reigned more than

one year. Even then the result is in some degree

uncertain; for we can never know what part of a

year is counted in individual instances, as a year.

To this extent Hebrew chronology is uncertain,

though the uncertainty is confined within narrow

limits.

That the same custom prevailed in regard to days

is proved by a large number of examples. Joseph

put his brothers " into ward three days "; yet he re-

leased them "the third day" (Gen. 42: ij, 18).

By our count he would have released them the

fourth day. Rehoboam said to the people who had

petitioned him to make their burdens lighter, " De-

part yet three days, then come again to me"; jet

the historian says, "Jeroboam and all the people

came to Rehoboam, the third day as the king bade,

saying, Come to me again the third day." Here it

is clear that a part of the day in which he dismissed

them, all of the next day, and the early part of the

day in which they came back to him, make up the

: days; yet there were probably less than two

days according to our mode of counting. Esther

sent word to Mordecai, " Go, gather together all the

Jews that are present in Shushan, and fast ye for me,

id neither eat nor drink three days, night or day:

also and my maidens will fast in like manner;

id so will I go in unto the king "; yet she went in

tithe third day (Esth.4: 16; 5: 1) Here are three

tamples taken from the Old Testament. There

-e others in the New. Cornelius said to Peter,

Four days ago, until this hour, I was keeping the

ninth hour of prayer in my house "; yet if we count

from the time of his prayer, as stated in the begin-

ning of the story, we find that it was exactly three

days according to our mode of counting. He was
praying in the afternoon at the ninth hour when the

angel appeared to him (Acts 10: 3); he immediately

started the soldier and the two servants for Peter

(7, 8); they reached the house where Peter was
lodging the next day at noon (9), not quite one day
after the vision; Peter has them to stay all night,

and the next dayVthey all start for Cseiarea (23);
and on the next day at the ninth hour they meet
Cornelius (24, 30). In order to make the four days,

he counted less than three hours of the first day,

the whole of the second and third, and nine hours

of the fourth. In this instance we have to deduct

exactly twenty-four hours from the number of days

given in order to have the exact number. Again, the

chief priests and the Pharisees, after the burial of Je-

sus, say to Pilate, "We remember that thit deceiver

said while he was yet with us, After three days I

will rise again. Command, therefore, that the

sepulcher be made sure until the third day " (Matt.

27: 63, 64). Why say, "till the third day," if he
was to rise after three days? We would have said,

Till the fourth day; for if he was to rise after three

days it would not be earlier than the fourth day,

though.it might be later. Evidently they understood

the time included in the expression, " after three

days " as terminating on the third day, and as

Jesus had been buried near the close of a day, and
they expected him to rise, if at all, on the third

day, they must have counted the small fraction of a

day that remained after his burial as one of the

three days. Their expression, " till the third day"
also shows that they expected him to rise before

the third day would end, and that they, therefore

counted a part of that day as a day.

Finally, Jesus himself has the same usage in his

own references to the time between h-s death and

his resurrection; for he at one time says that he

would rise on the third day, and at others, that he

would rise after three days. See Mark 8: 31; 9: 31;

10: 34, for the latter; and Matt. 16: 21; 17: 23; 20:

19; Luke 9: 22; 28: 33; 24: 7, 46, for the former.

Now, of the passages cited, it is oniy those in

Mark which contain the words, " after three days ;"

while the parallels in Matthew and Luke have the

words " the third day." Ii we understand that Je-

sus, in every instance, used the words given in Mat-

thew and Luke, then we must understand that Mark
construes his expression "on the third day," as the

equivalent of "after three days." And on the

other hand, if the expression which Mark has is

the literal quotation from Jesus, then Matthew and
Luke give " on the third day " as the equivalent of

that. The Pharisees, as we have seen, understand

him as saying, or at least as meaning, that he would
rise " after three days "; for such is their expression

in addressing Pilate (Matt 27: 63).

We are now prepared to consider the particular

words of Jesus which are under discussion—"The
Son of Man shall be three days and three nights

in the heart of the earth." We have seen that

" after three days," and " on the third day," were

equivalents with him and with his contemporaries;

but after three days is actually after three days and

three nights. To make tnis very simple, if you be-

gin to count on Monday morning, after one day

would bring you to Tuesday morning; after two

days biings you to Wednesday morning; and after

three days br.ngs you to Thursday morning; but in

passing over three dai s you have also passed over

three nights, viz., Monday night, Tuesday night, and

Wednesday night, If, then, Jesus could at one

time say, in strict compliance with Jewish usage,

that he would rise after three days, he could with

precisely the same meaning say that he would be in

the grave three days and three nights. Neither as-

sertion would be true according to modern usage,

but both would be strictly true according to the us-

age of the Hebrews.

This conclusion is confirmed by another consid-

eration It is this—that when Jewish writers wished

to be exact in the use of the cardinal numbers for

years, months, etc., they used the qualifying term

full, or whole, before the substantive. Thus a law

in Leviticus provided that if a house in a walled

city were sold, the owner might redeem it "within

a whole j ear after it is sold; for a full year shall he

have the right of redemption" (25: 29.) It was

after " two full years " that Absalom took revenge

on Amnon, and when he returned from banishment,

on account of slaying Amnon, he dwelt " two full

years " in Jerusalem before he saw the king's face.

Zedekiah, the false prophet, said that the vessels of

the house of the Lord, which had been carried to

Babylon, would be brought back within "two full

years" (Jer. 27: 3). Stephen says that Moses was

"full forty years old " when he slew the Egyptian

and fled. Luke says that Barnabas and Saul re-

mained with the church at Antioch " a whole year,"

and that Paul dwelt in his own hired house in Rome
" two whole years." In view of this usage we can

see that if Jesus had meant that he would be in the

heart of the earth three days and three nights, as we

understand the words, he would have said three full

days and nights; or if he had meant what we mean

by " after three days," he would have said, "After

three full days," or ' three whole days."

If it shall still appear to any one that such a usage

is so far from accuracy of expression as to be some-

what incredible, let him consider some usages of our

own, which, though not the same, are analogous.

Suppose that a freshly-landed Chinaman were to
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fflploy an American laborer for a month, agreeing

w pay him twenty dollars. At the end of the

month the man claims his wages, though he has

labored only twenty-six days. The Chinaman

oU ld think himself cheated out of four days' labor

until he was informed that, according to American

usage, a month's labor is not counted at thirty days,

t at only twenty six. Or suppose that he sends

son to an American school, which begins the

;
t day of March and is to continue five months.

The Chinaman counts the time, and expects his son

to receive instruction to the end of July, which

would be twenty-one weeks and six days. But at

the end of twenty weeks the tuition fee is demanded,

and he thinks that he has been cheated out of two

Weeks, until he leirns that in American school par-

lance a month, which he counted as sometimes

thirty days, and sometimes as thirty-one, is only

four weeks. But, worse still, he finds, upon careful

count, that there were two days in every week of the

twenty in which his son was not taught; and thus the

twenty-one weeks and six days, for which he

thought he was contracting, ha* been reduced to

just one hundred days, or fourteen weeks and two

days. He thinks that these Americans have a very

strange way of counting time, and he is right in so

thinking; yet we go on counting this way without

stopping to think how strange it is. So it was with

the Jews in their method, and in reality their meth-

od did not involve so many and so great inaccuracies

as our own. This consideration should silence all

caviling about the method of the Jews, and about

the apparent inconsistent statements with reference

to the time that our Lord spent in Joseph's tomb.

SOME THINGS 1 DO NOT UNDERSTAND.

i. I do not understand why a child of God should

desire to participate in the frivolities and sinful

pleasures of this world.

2. I do not understand how a divine nature (2

Pet. 1:4) can enjoy the things that are antago-

nistic, and directly opposed to it.

3. I do not understand how a Christian can wear

plain, modest apparel to the house of God and then

wear the vain and haughty fashionable apparel of

he world when she goes to town or the city.

4. I do not understand how a humble follower of

Jesus can be ashamed of the regulations and gov-

:rnment of the Father's family.

5. I cannot understand how a person that is dead
(Col. 3: 3) can move and act in the things to which

; dead.

I cannot understand how the Holy Spirit can

dwell in those whose affections are centered and
fixed on the things of this earth. Col. 3: 1, 2; Rom.

I cannot understand how a pilgrim, journeying

through this world, whose citizenship is in heaven,

willingly entangle himself or herself in the

hes of Satan's nets, or bind himself with the most
ungodly oaths to earthly organizations. John 15:

8. 19; 1 John 3: 1.

Cedar Rapids, fowa.

THE RELIGION OF THE BIBLE—OR CHRISTIANITY-
CONTRASTED WITH SOME OTHER RE-

L1QIONS OF THE WORLD.

In Four Parts.—Part One.

The word " religion " is defined to be, " any sys-

tem of faith and worship." Every nation upon the

i of the globe, that ever had a written history,

given some record of a religious faith and prac-

. This shows plainly that in the heart of man
re is ever a craving for,—a feeling after,—the

Infinite God. I have just been reading " Neely's

History of the Parliament of Religions," at the Co-
lumbian Exposition in 1893, in Chicago. Through it

see a strong contrast in favor of Christianity.

Hoping that the readers of the Gospel Messenger

,

Wl11 be interested in this intensely interesting sub-

ject, I submit the following;

-L'-H-Jii GOS^-fiLLi JNfllJU63S-tUJSTC3-£i±C.

We notice, at first sight, the grand gathering of
the many delegates representing nearly every nation,
and their flattering greetings and fraternel saluta-

tions. Then we note their brief opening addresses,
which were filled with glowing words of exultation

that the world had learned so much of the Father-
hood of God, and the brotherhood of man. A casual

observer might have thought, " Surely the millennial

day has dawned."
But we will notice, first, " Buddhism,"—a religion

which existed long before the Christian era, and
which had some adherents in China, India, Japan,
Ceylon, and, perhaps, other places. Buddhism was
represented by some educated men, who claim their

religion was founded by Buddha, a v<

mysterious personage who could walk and t

soon as he was born, and who declared he had
to instruct the people in wisdom, He w;

author of their sacred book,—the Vedas,—which
contained 84,000 laws by which human beings could
work out their own salvation.

Each person or class needed different instructions,

their characters, or dispositions, being so varied.

So they say every one must struggle to purify him-
self. They believe in the transmigration of souls,

—

that is, when a man dies he is born again into

higher or lower order of beings, according to the

good or bad he has done in all his previous life,

the soul of a bad man may inhabit a cat, or dog,

a rat, or mouse, or any brute, however low. They
claim to have 47500^,000 followers. What
able blind guides their leaders must be,—leading

blinded millions to destruction. In contrast to thi<

medley, the Bible tells us plainly that there is an all-

wise, all-powerful and merciful God ruling the uni

verse, and that he, in pity, formed a plan where
by sinful man could be brought into favor with him
There is only one plan for all men,—one perfect

plan suited to all conditions of men, for the Bible

teaches that all men are equal, while this Buddhistic

faith says that some men are born low down and
others high up the scale of importance. Different

castes exist, even as different grades exist in animal

creatures. Happy is that people whose God is tht

Lord, and who, in faith and obedience to his word
enjoy fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ!

Ottawa, Katts.

SOL1CITORS.-CONNECTING LINKS.

Imagine, if you please, a train of cars movir

along as usual, quietly and smoothly, at the regul

speed, when suddenly a link is broken. The c;

is compelled to stop,—not because of any injurie

but because it has been severed from the motive

power, and the locomotive, too, is soon brought to

a stand-still because it would be as useless without

the car, as the worker without the work.

In this picture we behold the car in good running

order, waiting to be moved, likewise the engine,

only waiting to move it, which can be done only by
replacing the connecting link,—bring the worker to

the work.

We have a similar picture in the church. We
now let the locomotive represent the church. As
the locomotive draws the car, so the church should

cause the Gospel to be preached to all nations by
drawing men out of its own number, sending them
forth and supporting them, in obedience to our

Master's teaching. The car represents the mission-

ary, only waiting to be sent, to carry the good news.

The connecting link is represented by the solicitors

of the church.

The church is commissioned to make believers in

in every nation. "Whosoever shall call upon the

name of the Lord shall be saved."

" How then shall they call on him in whom they

have not believed? and how shall they believe in

him of whom they have not heard? and how shall

they hear without a preacher? And how shall they

preach, except they be sent? " Rom. 10: 13, 14, 15.

It is evident, that if the church would fill her mis-

sion in life, some must be sent while others do the

sending. God finds those among bis children who
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are willing to be sent and all that now remains to be
done is to bring the latent power of the church into
activity. The church is as able to place the worker
in the field, as the locomotive is to draw the car,

if the solicitor,—the connecting link,—performs his

work faithfully. The solicitor should be a faithful

man,—full of the Holy Ghost,—and a missionary,
every inch of him. It is his duty to plead the cause
of humanity and thus excite the church to action.

He must present Gospel truths in regard to giv-
ing; also picture humanity in its depraved and sin-

ful state, thus opening the pocketbooks (store-

houses) by arousing sympathy. A realization of the
terrible condition of humanity and the great good
which may be accomplished by giving, will arouse
sympathy, which is essential to true benevolence.
By winning sympathy you enlist the hearty co op-
eration of the church. The members will labor and
pray for the mission work. This means plenty of
missionaries and a treasury full of money. God
bless our solicitors!

Octavia, Ncbr.

PRIDE, FASHION, AND THE CURE.

BY I. J ROSENBERGER.

In Two Parts.—Part One.

I. Pride. Pride is defined thus: " Inordinate self-

esteem and unreasonable conceit of one's own super-

iority in talents, beauty, wealth, accomplishments,
rank, or elevation in office." Hence pride is a

principle of evil which enthrones itself in the mind
and heart. There is no sin that has received more
universal censure from the pen of sacred writers than
pride. The following scathing reproofs are given
this sin: " Him that hath a high look and a proud
heart, will not I suffer," says David. Solomon adds,
" Though the Lord be high yet hath he respect unto
the lowly: but the proud he knoweth afar off."

Isaiah warns, "That the day of the Lord of hosts

shall be upon every one that is proud and lofty

and upon every one that is lifted up; and he shall be

brought low." Malachi says, " The day come'h that

shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and
all that do wickedly shall be as stubble: and the

day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord
of hosts," while James tells us, " God resisteth the

proud but giveth grace to the humble." But of the

humble it is said, " The Lord lifteth up the meek; he
will beautify them with salvation."

This internal principle of pride is susceptible of

cultivation and growth. Its developments are sig-

nified in the foregoing definition and are on differ-

ent lines, owing to the taste and the inclination of

the individual. There may be pride and not fash-

ion, and fashion without pride Some persons,

though fashionably dressed, are not proud, while

others, plainly dressed, are yet guilty of the sin of

pride. However, a very common line of the devel-

opment of this great sin of pride is found in our

next topic:

2 Fashion. Peter's teaching on this point is,

" Not fashioning yourselves after the former lusts

of your ignorance." Fashion is defined by Webster
(a) "The make and form of anything, (b) The
form of a garment; the cut or shape of the clothes."

Those who imitate the world in fashion do so to

be like the world. This is an evidence that they

love the world, which is a most flagrant sin. We
are to " love not the world," for " if any man love

the world, the love of the Father is not in him."

Oh, " Ye adulterers, and adulteresses, know ye not

that the friendship with the world is enmity with

God?"

Some of the evils of worldly fashion are as fol-

lows: (1) Inordinate fashion is a foe to Christian

almsgiving. How many church members spend
well nigh all their income in replenishing their ward-

robes, which leaves but little for the support of

their families, while the Lord's cause with them is

allowed to go begging. (2) Inordinate fashion de-

tracts from worship. There is no society which

watches each other with a more searching eye of

criticism than fashion's circles, Hence it is not un-

common for the belle of fashion, on entering the
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amount of wasted means are consumed in following

the ever changing lashions! What an amount of

wasted time these belles and dudes of fashion re-

quire to arrange their vain paraphernalia on ap-

pearing in society! (4) Inordinate fashion leads to

a waste of life. What a long list of premature

deaths have been brought about by fashion! Fash-

ion consults neither comfort, health, beauty nor

convenience, Wasted time and wasted mon'y in

evitably result in a wasted life, and a wasted life is

a sure prophecy of a wasted eternity. "Wherefore

do you spend your monev for that which is not

bread, and your labor for that which satisfieth not?
"

(5) Fashion-mongers are violators of the first great

law thundered from Sinai, "Thou shalt have none

other God before me." That is our God to whom
we devote our chief thoughts, time and money.

The monthly and semi-annual revelations as to the

coming chan es in faslvon ar

ly followed, that

hence, we may v.

dess, Fashion.

"And now abideth pride, fashion and extrava-

gance, these three, but the greatest of these is

pride,"— for it is the root, the germ. How sad to

see it find such congenial soil in the hearts of

such a large per cent of the piaying people of our

land! The footing it is obtaining in our Brother

hood is most painful. " Pride thrust Nebuchad
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foregoing texts quoted.

The hideous ornaments of worldly fashion,—

feathers, plume*, chains, diamonds etc ,— are relics

of barbarism. Much of that is to be seen among
the Hindoos and the cannibals. Man was created of

the highest type among the kingdoms. It is, there

fore, both unfit and improper for him to stoop down
and seek to ornament his body with the feathered

kingdom, and even the lifeless and inorganic min-

eral kingdom, whereas it should be ornamented

with life-giving Christian graces.

Covington, Ohio.

CONSCIENCE.

, etymologicnlly means self-knowhdg.e.

e is the knowledge of our acts, state

acters, as right or wrong; the acuity, power, or

which dccidrs on the lawfulnes or unlawfulness ol

lions and affections, and approve or condemns them

God implanted this moral faculty in man to act

in his stead, hence it is called "the Vicegerent of

God." It is this moral principle that God has

planted in man that leads him to approve of the

good, and to condemn the evil. "And they which
heard it, being convicted by their own conscience,

went out one by one" John 8: 9. Even as Paul

says in Rom. 2: 15, "Their conscience also bearing

witness." Besides this moral principle, man is en-

dowed with willpower. Hence he can judge be-

tween right and wrong, and can choose the one
and reject the other. He can choose whom he will

serve. This makes it plain that man is morally a

responsible being. God's gifts to man are all

good. But however good they may be, they may
be perverted. So with conscience. Hence we
read, in 1 Tim. 1: 5, of "a good conscience," and in

Heb. 10: 22, of "an evil conscience." In 1 Tim, 3;

T^E QOSPEL -MTESSIEirsra-IEIR..

9, we read of "a pure conscience," and in Titus 1:

15, of "a defiled conscience."

Through neglect of a proper use of this gift, it

may become weak, hence we read, in 1 Cor. 8: iz, of

a "weak conscience." By knowingly disregard

ing its dictates, it may become seared, hence we
read in 1 Tim. 4: 2, of "having their conscience

seared with a hot iron." "Without holiness no

man shall see the Lord." In Titus I: 15, we read,

"Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them
that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing purp;

but even their mind and conscience is defiled."

Hence, to have purity of action, the defiled enn

science must be purified. We can only hold "the

mystery of the faith in a pure conscience."

How may a pure and undefi'ed conscience be ob-

tained? Here is God's answer: "How much more
'hall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal

Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge

your conscience from dead works to serve the liv-

ing God." Heb. 9: 14. "Seeing ye have purified

your souls in obeying the truth through the Spir-

it unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye

love one another with a pure heart fervently: being

born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incor-

ruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and

abideth forever." 1 Pet. 1:22,23. Again: ' If we
walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fel

lowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus

Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin." 1 John 1:

7. "Without shedding of blood is no remission."

Heb. 9: 22. This, and this only, can purge, c

fy. Christ's atoning blood is the hope of fallen

and polluted humanity. Faith in the atonement

by Christ is the only way to obtain a good con-

science. Thus a pure conscience may be obtained

Having been purified, unto such all things are pure.

But in all things good and useful there must be

a standard of authority. We must have a standard

of time; a standard of weight; a standard of capaci-

ty; a standard of right and wrong. The only stand-

ard of right and wrong is God's Word. This is,

and ever has been, the only true standard of right

and wrong. Would we keep a good conscience,

void of offense? Then let us ever regulate it by

the standard of God's Word. Then, and then only,

will our thoughts, words and actions, be unpervert-

ed, pure and right. "What is written in the law?

how readest thou? " should ever be our rule of right

or wrong. If it is true that "conscience is a crea-

ture of education," then let the perfect standard of

God's Word be its teacher. We should never mold
God's Word to our conscience, God's Word only
is true. Our conscience is not true unless in unison

with God's Word. Let our conscience become
strong in the study of God's Word, and an entire

submission to all its teachings. So, and only so,

shall our conscience be a safe monitor of God to us

in all right or wrong.

Hartville, Ohio.
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Number One.

In a former article on the kingdom question, I

said that Christ will reign in person during the mil-

lennial period. Now to the law and testimony!

Isaiah, in speaking of Christ's kingdom, says, " Of
the increase of his government and peace there

shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and up-

on his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it

with judgment and with justice from henceforth

even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will

perform this." Isa. 9: 7.

Daniel says, " His dominion is an everlasting do-

minion which shall not pass away, and his king-

dom that which shall not be destroyed." Dan. 7:

14, latter clause.

In the above quotations we notice (1) a perpet-

ual kingdom, an everlasting kingdom, that shall

have no end; (2) everlasting dominion. This I un-

derstand to mean everlasting reign. (3) An in-

crease of both government and peace. In thia

present dispensation, kingdom or church, he r

through the agency of the Holy Sprit, by \\ %

Word, and there is more than one kingdom or

eminent on earth. But when he comes again, he
will show who is the " blessed and only Potentate

the King of kings, and Lord of lords." 1

6:15.

This, then, brings us to the beginning of his

sonal reign on earth, for Paul s-.ys to Timothy
that he should "keep this commandment without
spot, unrebukable, until the appearing of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who, in his time, shall shew,"
This language being used after his ascension

only apply to his second advent, which will be the

beginning of his personal reign on earth.

In Revelation we learn that the kingdon
this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord
and of his Christ, and that he shall reign for eve r

and ever. Rev. 11: 15. The words "are beco
must not be considered as in the past, for it must
be remembered that the revelator foresaw, am
wrote as in the past, when he had seen them.

I shall next consider the condition of the earth a

the time of his coming. "But as the days of No
were, so shall also the coming of the Son of mai
be, For as in the days that were before the flood

they were eating and drinking, marrying and gv
en in marriage, until the day that Noe entered in-

to the ark." Malt. 24: 37, 38. It seems as though
j

the inha; itants of the earth were all absorbed
i

gratifying the flesh, and in pursuit of worldly plea
ures, and this seems to be the condition of th:

earth at present. Just as suddenly and unexpec •

edly as the flood came, and took them all away, sJ
also, will be the second coming of Christ, and 3,

the first earth was cleansed by water, so will thii

eanh be cleansed by fire. At one time the work
"being overflowed with water, perished; but th

heavens and the earth which are now, by the sam
Word, are kept in store, reserved unto fire again:

the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.'

2 Pet. 3: 6, 7. John the Baptist truly said of

Christ, "He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost

and with fire." Matt. 3: 11. "Then shall appear

the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then

shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they

shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of

heaven with power and great glory." Matt, 24:
" But the day of th^ Lord will come as a thief in

the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away

with a great noise, and the elements shall melt

with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that

are therein shall be burned up." 2 Pet. 3: 10.

" And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is

rolled together; and every mountain and island

were moved out of their places. And the kings of

the earth, and the great men, and the rich men,

and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and

every bond man, and every free man, hid them-

selves in the dens and in the rocks of the moun-
tains; and said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on

us and hide us from the face of him that sitteth 1

the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb. F
the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall

be able to stand?" Rev. 6: 14-17.

In the above we have a clear insight into the

most wonderful and alarming demonstration the

world has ever seen, or ever will see. Who shall

be able to stand, and who will escape? Answer. -

The righteous. " For this we say unto you by the

word of the Lord, that we which are alive and re-

main unto the coming of the Lord shall not pre-

vent them which are asleep. For the Lord himself

shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the

trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise

first. Then we which are alive and remain shall be

caught up together with them in the clouds, to

meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be

with the Lord." 1 Thess. 4: 15, 17.

Then will the earth be cleansed from all sin, and"

the evil consequences brought about through Ad-

am's transgression. The earth will be restored to

its Edenic purity and beauty. Then shall the meek

"inherit- the earth," Matt, 5: 5. Like Adam and

Eve, before the transgression, they will walk and
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ulli with the Lord,—dress and keep the garden

(earth). Then will be the time when they shall

i. beat their swords into ploughshares, and their

spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up

a sword against nation, neither shall they learn

W ar any more." Micah 4: 3-

Piistoe, Mo.
( To be Continued. )

REUNITED BY A CHILD.

the world to-day, who are living, and yet they ar<

if they were dead, because they do not act. Ou
es are measured by what we do, and if we d<

thing, we have nothing by which we can be meas

id. As far as our living is concerned, we are

value,—we are dead because we do nothing a

soft

The Christian Herald tells this touching story of

what was accomplished by a child:

" Papers filed in the Court of Chancery of New

Jersey, last week, tell an interesting story of reunion.

About a year ago a divorce was granted to a couple,

whose married life had been unhappy for several

months previous. The husband complained of his

wife's faults, and the wife alleged extreme irritabili-

ty and cruelty on the part of her husband. When

the divorce was granted, the custody of the only

child of the marriage, a little girl eight years old,

was given to the wife. The husband was very fond

of his daughter, but, of cour'e, he had to yield to

the decision of the court. Nine months after the

divorce the little child was taken sick, and her life

was despaired of. She wailed continually for her

father, whom she had deeply loved. At last, to

satisfy the child, he was sent for. He went, and

his visit had a soothing effect on his daughter.

She begged him to come aga :

visited her daily, meeting his divorced wife,

trary to expectation, the little one began to

and both her parents rejoiced over her re

'Their old affection for each other revived

afterward he

the time of anxiety, ai

sit up she pleaded w
her. Finally concessi

and they joined in an

that the divorce be s

been granted, and the

id when the child

ith both to have

, jl.k

the

davit to the court, praying

aside. Their request has

united family have moved
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LESSON L1QMT-FLASHES.

Christian Faith—Jas. 1403.

Lesson for May 30.

Ouk lessons heretofore have been dealing largely

with principles, and the introduction of the Gospel

to the Jews and to the Gentiles,—the best manner

of doing it, the besetting hindrances and the sacri

fices that must be expected of those who would be

successful in bringing souls to Christ.

In this lesson we take a look at those who have

accepted the call and are supposed to be workers in

the vineyard of the Lord. We have set before us,

the practical side of Christianity, which has always

been a needful subject for careful consideration.

The tendency is to lay hold of the form, and drift

away from the spirit. This was especially true ir

the early days of Christianity. The tendency, per

haps, grew out of the Jewih formalities, as they

had gotten almost entirely away from the practical,

and leaned upon their empty forms. They believed,

—had faith.—but it was of the inactive kind,—

a

faith that gave assent without accepting and doing.

One of the damaging elements of the early

church was that of a loud profession without a sav

ing realization, and to meet and counteract this ten-

dency we have these early and very practical letters

of the apostles, and among them all there a-e none

more practicil than this one of James.

In this lesson the thought is that Christian faith

leads to a good life, and this is the gr< at objective

purpose of religion. A religion that docs not work

out for good in the lives of those who embrace it, is

not the religion of Christ, nor the religion that the

world needs.

To accept a religion in theory, without making it

practical, deadens its power, or, practically, it is the

same as if we did not have it at all. Hence we

have it called a dead faith, which means a faith that

does not act. It is the same with many peopls

The question is: "What doth it profit, my breth-

ren, though a man say he hath faith and have not

works? Can faith save him?" Not very well we

would say, because there is nothing in such a faith

lave. Faith, of itself, does not save, it only

s the possibility of being saved. It points out

s the means of being saved, and by making use

of these, our salvation becomes to us possible.

Faith is sometimes represented as being the ladder

over which we may climb to safety, and the sinner

is represented as being away down in a deep pit,

—

out of which there is no poss : ble way of escape

The means of salvation is the ladd-r let down to

him, that he may climb up and out. No matter how

muh he may look at this ladder and say that he

believes it is there, and is long enough and strong

enough to carry him, it can do him no good,—can

not save him unless he climbs up over the ladder

and thus gets himself out. Until he does this his

faith is dead, and the ladder is of no use to him

whatever.

There are men who believe in Christ and rejoice

because he has come into the world to save them, and

yet never accept him unto salvation. What woutd

we think of a man placed into a pit, with no means

-there hungering and starving, with the

certainty of death before him, who,—when some

friend would come to his relief, and place a ladder

down to him and invite him to climb up and out,

—would refuse to obey, simply look at the lad-

der, believe it to be there, and refuse to use it?

Would the offer and the ladder be any profit to th s

man? Certainly not,—you all say,—and you say

right. So it is with faith in Christ, without accept-

ing him as the means of salvation.

not in literal pits, but they are in

:ondition, and helpless, as to saving

Christ, as the friend, has come and

or the salvation of all. He that hath

faith in this plan and accepts it will be saved. He
that does not believe and accept cannot be saved.

To believe or have faith in Christ means that we ac-

cept his offer of salvation.

The apostle continues the thought by saying: " If

a brother or sister be naked and destitute of daily

food, and one of you say to them, Depart in peace;

be ye warmed, etc., and ... ye give them not those

things which are needful to the body: what doth it

profit? " Can the mere saying without the doing

be helpful, or feed the starving? " Even so, faith, if

it hath not works is dead, being alone."

A living faith is productive,—it acts. And the

acting is what makes it living and profitable. Out

Heavenly Father gave us all being and life that we

might produce or do something,

are of no profit in any way, bi

result of production. With on

AN ANCIENT BIBLE SCHOOL.

BY C E. ARNOLD.

Those who think the Sunday school or Bible

school a modern invention are invited to study the

first eight verses of the eighth chapter of Nehemiah.

is recorded a Bible school meeting which oc-

curred nearly twenty five centuries ago. Perhaps

: may yield

ing of the people

n Babylon.- The
and its purpose,

a study of this portion of Scriptun

profit to our readers.

This scripture describes a gathei

who returned from the captivity i

place of meeting was Jerusalem;

" to understand the words of the law."

As we pursue this study we may observe the s

ilarities of this Bible school meeting to our mod
Sunday school. Some of the following obsei

tions were suggested by a friend of the writer:

" And all the people gathered themselves togelhe

the people "—more than can be said of some of

gatherings for Bible study. They " gathered th

selves together as one man." How does a man
|

ceed to gather himself together? Does he c<

together one limb at a time? There was unity

promptness, no doubt, in that gathering. So sit

ficant a gathering must have been by previous

pointment.
" They spake unto Ezra the si

the law" (vetse l): Ezra w;

the director, of that meeting,

book of the law" into their a:

modern Bible school worker:

te r ly or some other lesson ci

not be better to ci

the "book of th

All sinners 1

themselves

given a pla

and mind, oduc

cause profit is the

r hands, feet, body

This, whatever it

ofit. We do beca

not do. Not to do

bell.

bee

, at least, it is t

it doesn't do-

No .vhat the le

i dead,

son? It 1 that 1

in the

To

show that we believe by doing, or, in the apostl

words, we are to show how much we believe by how

much we do. We believe in Christ as far and

fully as we do his commandments. Works without

faith is not what the Lord wants, but even

would be better than faith without works. The

said: " I go, sir," and went not. The other saic

go not," but afterwards repented and went. W
was the better? " You say, "The one who w

So, we all say, but the best thing for both w

have been to have said; "I go, sir," and th.

have gone. What kind of faith have you,—dea

living? This you must determine by what yoi

doing He that saith he loves me and keeps

my sayings is,—what? Love and faith alway

and to do is life. »• B '

ery laigcly

1 I, id'i

the to bring the book oj

: the superintendent,

They brought " the

tembly. Some of our

bring a lesson quar-

nmentary. Would it

to the old way and bring

to our Bible class recita-

tions? Lesson commentaries and other helps are

for preparation, not for recitation. The teacher

will have more power, and the pupils will derive

more benefit, if the Bible alone is used by both in

recitation.

" Congregation both ofm'n and women and all that

could h.iar with understanding" (verse 2): Some of

day school congregations ;

ed of men and women. All who car

ders anding" should be present whe

Word is studied in public assembly.

And he read .... from the morning until mid-

day" (verse 3): Rather a long session; but none

too long for these people, this being the occasion

of a great revival in the study of God's Word.
• And the ears of all the people were attentive unto the

book of the law" (verse 3): So should ours be.

" And Ezra the scribe stood upon a pulpit if wood"

(verse 4): This was necessary from the size of the

Congregation.

•And betide him stood Watlithiah," etc. (verse 4):

Here are enumerated six who stood on his right

hand and seven on his left. Some goud superin-

tendents have to stand almost alone. Not so with

Ezra. Some of those " stand-bys " were teachers in

that school. (See verse 7).

"And Ezra blessed the Lord the great God ....

and they bowed tluir heads and worshipped the Lord

with their faces to the gnund" (verse 6): There

were appiopriate devotions in that Bible school, 111

which the superintendent took a leading part.

" Also Jeshua and Bam, etc. . . . caused the people

to understand the law " (verse 7): In this verse thir-

teen teachers are enumerated, besides the Levites.

These were certainly teachers, for they "caused the

people to understand the law." M:thods vary, but

in regard to the result to be sought, we should emu-

late those ancient teachers.

" So they read in the book in the law of God dittinct-

ly, and gave the sense, a'd causal them to understand

the reading " (verse 8): They " read distinctly and

gave the sense." Here is a lesson on reading for

some of us. Reading, without giving the sense and

causing the people to understand, is like "sounding

brass or a tinkling cymbal,"—no virtue in it. The

essentials of good reading are comprehended 111

what is said of these teachers in Ezra's Bible school,

—they " read distinctly," " gave the sense," and

" caused the people to understand."

McPherson, Kar.s.
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THE FLOWER.

Once in a golden hour

I cast to earth a seed.

Up there came a flower.

The people said a weed.

To and fro they went

Thro' my garden-bower,

And muttering discontent

Cursed me and my flower.

Then it grew so tall

It wore a crown of light,

ISut thieves from o'er the wall

Stole the seed by night.

Sowed it far and wide

By every town and tower,

Till all the people cried,

"Splendid is the flower."

Read my little fable:

He that runs may read.

Most can raise the flowers now,

For all have got the seed.

And some are pretty enough,

And some are poor indeed;

And now again the people

Call it but a weed.
—Alfred Lord Tennyson.

THE USELESS YOUNO WAN.

The young man who follows the fashions and
runs with the crowd, counts for little in time, and
for nothing in eternity. The man who fears God
must not walk in the counsel of the ungodly. In

business he must decide often between selling his

conscience or losing a sharp bargain. He must
prefer to be poor, rather than successful by crook-

ed ways. In social life he must not be afraid of

reproach, and on such questions as theatre going,
wine-drinking, dissipation, and club life, he must
be content to be called a fanatic or a fool.

Thousands of young men in the great cities have
failed in life and been wrecked for want of cour-

age. They had no fibre to face the lions, either

great or small. They did not know the God of

Daniel, and will not be with Daniel when he shall

stand in his lot at the end of the days. The man
whose life is to be a success in this world and an
eternal triumph in the world to come, must walk
with God and abide in Christ and be "steadfast,
unmovable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord." He may be misunderstood, he may not be
appreciated in this world, but the world to come
will reveal the correctness of his position; and the
glory which is to come will make up for all the
losses and crosses which he endures in this world
which "Iieth in the evil one "—Christian Safeguard.

Itm

SHUN THE SOCIAL OLA 55.

clear, calm October evening Hel-
en Marston emerged fr<m the old scluolhouse in

Chester, and there fell upon her ear the playful
cry of her brother, "Stand firm, Clarence; never
yield." She advanced with slow, cautious tread,
her charming little head erect, the glossy brown

THE GOSPEL MESSE1TQEH.

hair falls over a delicate blue-veined brow, from be-

neath there peer two sparkling eyes, dark as the

sombre shades of night, on her cheeks the deti<-ate

tint of the seashell. Every small, clear-cut feat

ure indicative of noble birth, she trips lightly for

wa r d, one fair, soft hand rests gently upon the

shoulder of Clarence Lisle, who is fighting with a

schoolmate, and in silvery chimes there fall upon

his ear the words, " Stop, Clarenre, and come with

Helen." Scarce had she spoken, when, as if by
magic, his hands fell and he followed her whom, in

childish innocence, he loved. They hasten to her

home. At the threshold she is greeted by her

parents, the love-light beaming in their eyes; she

is the pride of their hearts; they predestine for her

a brilliant future.

There is not one in the little town of Chester

whom she cannot call friend. The sorrows of this

life are obscure to her; she cannot pierce the veil

of time and read the future. She lives for the

present, forgetful of the past, and is supremely

happy. From infancy she's been reared in tender-

ness, and she has arrived at the aee of ten, to be

compared to nothing less immaculate than the

lily. We refrain from intruding upon that home
as she enters the doorway, we bid her

good-night.

Once more we eagerly sunder the massive cur-

tains of time, and gaze upon the life of Helen
Marston. Ten years have drifted by since last we
bade her good nigh'; we see no longer the maid
of ten; she stands before us in a 1 the stateliness of

womanhood, her queenly form enveloped in silk,

whose luminous folds display symmetrical lines un-

surpassed, hair like strands of gold, arranged in a

graceful coronet upon a well-poised head; her dim
pled hand, as though chiseled from marble, clasping

a handsome bouquet of forget-me-nots,—the gift

of her girlhood lover. 'Tis the night of her debut,

and, as she advances, he sways forward, his breast

heaves, his eyes sparkle, he's oblivious of all but

her, his first and only love 'Tis over, and pro-

nounced one grand success. She's led forth to the

ballroom, there to be courted and admired by all.

Among her admirers is the donor of the bouquet,

and he resolves that this night shall determine his

fate; he will ask for that priceless boon, her love;

he pauses and ponders, " Am I worthy?"—then

I'll live f r her and her on y." As he

stands with these thoughts, like billows, surging

through his mind, a laugh like the rippling of

waves falls upon his ear, she approaches and he
hastens to her side. Why those blushes which
suffjse cheek and brow, when he softly whispers,

"Helen, come with me; I wish to speak to you
alone." He gallantly leads her from the gay
throng to a favorite rendezvous, to pour into her

ear his passionate pleadings. How eloquent these

wo<ds, how tender and love like, and how noble

he looks, as he stands awaiting her reply; she can-

not resist, so in childlike simplicity she answers.
" I can but say yes, for I love yuu." They return

to the ballroom just in time to hasten to the ban-

quet hall. Mirth alone reigns there. They pro-

pose drinking to the health of the fair debutant, and
Clarence declines; he sees the deadly poison lurk-

ing there and fain would not indulge Helen see-

ing he declines, as with the smiles of a siren, prof-

fers the cup and sweetly murmurs, " Will you not

drink to the health of your Helen?" He cannot
decline, he's as one charmed, he tips the glass

again and again.

The banquet terminates; they return home, she

retires to her couch, not to slumber, but to devise

her future. Never once does she think of that

social glass she offered to the one she loved; life

to her is one grand song, so rapt in thought. We

'Tis bright October again, just twenty years later

than when we first gazed upon Helen Marston.

Can this spectre-like object be her? She stands

in a small carpetless room before a rude couch, on
which reclines the emaciated form of her once
lover, whom she now calls husband, He is mutter-

ing and she bends low that she may catch what he
says. List to those words, "Helen, I'm dying.
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I've been a cruel husband, but, oh, forgive me t

was not I; it was rum. You remember those words
you uttered that memorable night, 'Drink to th
health of your Helen.' Little you thought they
would be my ruin. If you had only said as R0y
did, in our bovish contentions, ' «tand firm, Clar
ence. never yield,' all might have been different

I might not have been in the deadly clutches of rum
to-day. Oh, tell to the world my last and dyinp
words, ' Shun the social glass.'

" S

They laid him to rest in a pauper's grave, and
standing there like a crushed lily, she begged to

be sent to the home of her childhood. They did

as she requested. At the door she was met by a

stranger, who offered her a chair, into which she
sank; for a moment she sits as though dazed, she

sees herse'f, in silk and sparkling jewels, advance
with the sparkling glass. Then realization rushes

upon her, her husband fills a drunkard's grave, she

a lonely outcast. It is t' o much for that bruised

heart, her hands fall gently upon her breast, a sigh

and her i ou', like a wave upon the ocean, passes

away and stands befo re His Majesty, to whom she

must account for the passing of that social glass

and the utterance of those fatal words, " Drink to

the health of your Helen."—Selected by Fannie B,

Zug, Manheim, Pa.

OARFIELDS INNER LIFE.

A writer in the Fortnightly Rtvi"w gives the pub

lie a glimpse of a part of Garfield's inner life, He
says: " It was my good fortune, to be visiting at

the house of a man— General Garfield he

ceived the n<

d my young i

of his elect

uld

ind the

that a
' fashii

to the Presidency,

re thought of such high

could not picture how I

tances. But I did have
'

,n at such a time would

to the gods for aid;dramati

ask high heaven to witness his gratitude; registei

his vow of loyalty to duty and deity. Here, then

was an opportunity to test my theory, and I await

ed results with keen anxiety. We were at break

the telegr:

nd, her all

re elected beyond shadow
losely at the lucky man.

tot the slightest change in

ble. He was silent for a

s he broke open an egg,

Mother, that egg would si

nother year.' Really, I v

cup of coffee at him,

legic

ved. His wife tore it

a tremble, read, ' You
of a doubt.' I looked

Not a muscle moved,

tis expression was vis-

ew seconds, and then,

he quietly observed,

ffer no injury if kept

as tempted to throw

his levity seemed so

:cause he was so lack-

an hour later I was

w the ' cold-

I hated him b«

ing in human nature. Half

passing the stables. Looking in, I saw tr

blooded' President-e'ect standing by the sidt

his favorite horse. One arm was thrown ovei

neck, his face was buried in the mane, and
whole frame was convulsed. That very human :

of his nature, which he kept out of sight,- e

when surrounded by his own family, he had
vealed to his dear old horse."

THE MILLIONAIRE AND HIS CLERK.

of Philadelphia,

Saturday

iw to h

nfidel millii

Jered all hi:

wharf, and

1 Mr, Girard, I

I have a m
"You know oui

" Yes, I know.

" Well, step up to the desk,

settle with you."

For three weeks the younj

day a banker c;work, but i

eplied quietly:

ther to support, but

tan could find no

: to Girard to ask

i he

named

for

at oncehis discharged young r

; a suitable person.

said the banker, "you dismissed him."

because he would not work on Sundays,

who would lose his place for conscience's

sake, would make a trustworthy cashier." And he

appointed.

—

The Pearl ofDays,
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• The harvest is great, but the laborer;

Life and death i

Two sisters, near Toddville. Iowa. :

;io each, one-half for the Orphanage ;

Minor, and the other half for one in Indi

Fifty years ago there was not one Chris-

ian on the Islands of the New Hebrides. I

s now staled lliat there is licit nne heathen.

In the spiritual kingdo

! race are made to those usi

ies ;it their hands.

Happy is he who has found 1

life, dropped into it, and is

strength of the Lord what is ;

world," Christs.ud, l>u

ng this, making their

field, and poorly working

The members of the Loyal Temperanc
Legion, of Port Providence, Pa., denied then:

selves their usual Easter treat that they migl;

send three dollars to the suflerers in India.

At the beginning of this century the Bible

:ould be studied by only one-fifth of the earth's

population; now it is translated into languages
make it accessible to nine-tenths of the

world's inhabitants.

Quite an interest has been manifest to

art an orphan's home in India, in response
i the appeal made in a recent issue by sister

Bertha Ryan. On one day sixty-six dollars

received for that purpose. This certainly

Id be a good way to reach many in India,

it is hoped that at the next meeting of the

imittee, steps will be taken to authorize the

opening of an Orphanage.

AN OPEN LETTER TO THOSE LOOKING
FORWARD TO FOREIGN MIS-

SION WORK.

know, there has never been any effort, in any
way, for their benefit in this State. Other
churches have schools, industrial homes, etc.,

for them, and, as a result, they gather them in-

their churches, while we sit idly by and
ist in a doctrine, which, we
ng faith.

i Matt. 28: 20, to " teach all

things whatsoever I have commanded you."

ight help some one who
cminary and

always

Beloved

i

the Faith.—
Grace be unto you xnd peace from God

our Fath le Lord Jesus Christ!

Often ha e prayers bee n made for you, and
often hav I thought to send you a few words
i>l encouragement. 1 know what a wor

due season, did for me, and I shall always be
grateful for the help 1 received from those

who were in sympathy with mission work
I know how much you need words of en-

couragement, still as the held is now opened
up, you shall have all the assistance we cai

give you in getting the language. You wil

have opportunity of doing mission work, whih
you are getting the language, which will be
much better than being alone in a new field.

It will not be like coming to a strange land

among strangers. You will be coming to

those whose hearts have been longing for you,

and at once can enter upon your work for the

Master.

We feel that, if you have given yoursel

wholly to the Lord, you will be happy vt

us. No doubt you have already experienced

a sweeter peace and a deeper joy than

before, because the love of God has prev

in your hearts and you are standing wi

for the bidding of the Lord of Hosts,

secret of blessedness is surely in self-n

Request has been made for a

be given through these columns, concerning

the condition of the people around Bulsar,

India. We think, however, that the recent

notes and letters, published from the mission-

aries at that point, have been sufficient to

answer all such questions.

A sister now living in Kansas City, Mo.,

writes thus in a letter in which she encloses

one dollar for the sufferers in India: " I would
like to help more, but the good Father has

seen fit to keep me poor in this world's goods,

and I trust that be will bless our feeble efforts

to relieve the needy,"

Opportunity is God's mercy. Who does

plain because they must work. What wrong!

Let every one rejoice that be has ability and

that there is work for him to do.

hi one of John Eliot's visits to Natic, an

Indian Warrior, at a pow-wow, asked the mis-

sionary bow it happened thai the English had

been in this country for upwards of twenty-

five years, ami all ibis time had this good re-

ligion of the Jesus and did not hnng it to him

until he had grown old in sin. The same

question might be pressed by people of other

nationalities, and in the judgment day that

will be one of the hardest questions for Chris-

ic-ndom to answer.

ran go. 1 have

industrial home for the colore

by white people, and there w
; ready when the call c for

And by that loss be free."

Let your motto be "His will "and you will

be a successful soul-winner wherever you are.

There may be trials of faith. There may be

a soul-training which you cannot understand

but rest assured that the Lord, by his Holy

Spirit, will reveal his purposes to you, if

look constantly to him, and wait upon hi

Many friends have told us it is such a great

sacrifice to leave home and loved ones, and go

so far away, but let us not look upon the Lord'

calling in that way. If the Lord calls us, It

us call it a glorious privilege which he has

given us to help carry out his wonderful pi;

of salvation.

The past two years have been the happiest of

my life. The prec'OUS promise, " Lo! I am wilh

youalway," has been a blessed realization. We
have felt the longings for loved ones. We
have missed the communion of saints. We
have been cut off from many happy privileges

which we enjoyed in the home-land, but we
can praise and he grateful for all these things,

for they have drawn us nearer him, who left

Father and heaven for us, who left joys that

we know not of, left all, that we might enjoy

freedom from sin and life eternal. Dear breth-

ren and sisters, when we have done all we

can do lor him in return, we shall only be as

w, here is the point, Are we le

crated than members of the fashionable

churches, or do we know the great need of the

colored people? They are here in our .dear

America, and here to stay. Should
strive to give them the plain teaching

Bible? They have a bright intellect, which,

when cultivated, is more like that of the whi
people than the darkies of slave time. 1 ha\
always had great sympathy for the colored

people, for they have always treated me with

respect and I have been among them all my
life. When they have been educated, and
given the right kind of training, they do not

expect to be placed on an equality with the

whites. They treat white people with due re-

I believe in missions of all kinds, but think

we should not neglect those so near

are perishing for the Bread of Life. I have
been noticing in the paper, missions in

ous towns and cities, but do not think there

is a minister in one of the large towns of our

State (Tennessee). These towns are all swarm-
ing with colored people, as they mostly live

in and around towns. Who will take up his or

her cross and say, "I will work among the

colored people?" There are always people

who try to stop every one who is trying to work
for Jesus. They are like the Pharisc

will not do anything themselves, and hinder

those who would. Let us not put off this work.

If you could see the happy old faces of 01

colored friends, when they know the whii

people are trying to help them to be betti

men and women, you would be exceeding gl:i

that the Lord has given you an opportunity

to do something for them,

ASIA MINOR MISSION.

Second Report, Easter 1896 to Easter 1897.

"hrone of Grace reached with bended knees
nd uplifted hands.

That the work might not be confined to the

vangelization of our city only, we have gone
outside the walls of Smyrna, and won trophies

ur Savior, King Jesus. Aidin, a large

city of 45,000 inhabitants, situated 87 miles

theast of Smyrna, has been captured, and
v has a nucleus of two members, Dtfncul-

i and obstacles are everywhere innumerable,

but the prospects are bright and encouraging,

and the Lord is abundantly blessing the work.

At a meeting of the church, held April 10,

was unanimously agreed, that the following

greeting be sent to the Annual Conference:

To t ofu

Smyrna, one elder: one evangelist; one dca-

:on; six baptized; five removed; twelve mem-
bers; two love-feasts. Aidin, two baptized;

wo members. G.J. Fercken,
Smyrna, April, tSgj. Missionary.

THE BRETHREN'S MISSION, CHICAGO.

ot ihe

al and
had -

We »tll

done that which was our duty to do. May we

all be strengthened with might by the power

of God's Spirit, to make any sacrifice, to do

any work, to follow wherever he leads.

May the call come to many more hearts

which shall respond gladly and willingly, for

the night cometh, and we believe it is near at

hand, when no man can work. The Lord Je-

sus Christ be with you all

Yourj 1 his name,
Bertha Rya

THE COLORED PEOPLE.

the Messenger, some

uch impressed with the

people- are sadly neg-

u church. So far as I

Heavenly Father. We ha

have bad troubles manifold, incidental

missionary work, but the expression

hearts, at the close of another year, is that of

the much-tried Job: " What? shall we receive

good at the hand of God, and shall we not

receive evil? ' In all things we are more than

thankful, for "the Lord hath blessed us hither-

to " more than we either deserved or desired!

In addition lo new members received and

old members moving to other centers, we have

experienced the "trial of our faith
"

sition period, incidental, if not in

every mission,—which will prove a purifying

process and insure a more permanent

of health and peace hereafter.

One of the greatest and most important

features of our work this year has been the

establishing of an Orphanage for the childre

of the late massacred Armenians, - a wor

which, in future years, will prove lo be tr

" backbone " and " reserve power " of the As

Minor Mission. At present twenty five

phans are therein sheltered, fed, clothed and

educated. May God abundantly bless all char-

itable souls who have enabled our church to

take in, for Christ's sake, these much perse-

cuted, homeless and fatherless children! It

is needless to say that the orphans are, each

and all, happy and contented; and that the

Orphanage has received more than kind e

pressions of gratitude from the Armeni;

Archbishop and Armenian community of o

But in giving so much care and attention

this work.— the object for which we have been

especially commissioned and sent, has not

been neglected. The "everlasting Gospel"

has been preached, and precious souls have

been gathered in. Some 500 housc-t

visitations have been made, wherein

has been proclaimed, the Word read, and the

BRETHREN'S MISSION, BROOKLYN.

-,\a Martin. Kpli
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Mount Morris, III., May :

d about Si,200 for theUi* to date we h

ndia sufferers.

Bro Joseph Holder, of Anderson, Ind., may
ow be addressed at Crary, N, D.

Bko Jas M. Neff was with us over last Sunday.

We regret that his call was so short.

Some of the Annual Meeting queries will be

found in this issue. A number of others will appear

next week.

The Second District of Virginia will be represent-

ed on the Standing Committee by brethren Daniel

Hays and J. P. Zigler.

Bro. Geo L. Studebaker closed his series of

leetings in Goshen, Ind., with eleven accessions by

onfession and baptism.

Bro Daniel Shively writes that his address has

been Now Paris, Ind., about fifty years, but he now
changes to Goshen, the same State.

Our next issue will contain several articles relat-

ing to the Annual Conference and her work.

These will doubtless be read with interest.

Bro Sidney Hodgden has been selected to repre-

sent Southeastern Kansas on the Standing Commit-
tee. Two papers are sent to the Annual Meeting.

In a former issue we stated that Bro. Geo. W.
Studebaker is to represent Southwestern Kansas,

etc., on the Standing Committee. We should have

saLd, Geo, E. Studebaker.

A number of the members from this place

tended the feast at West Branch last Saturday

ening. The meeting was a very enjoyable t

Bro. C. P. Rowland officiated.

Some of our correspondents report an abundar
of rain in Kansas this spring. This ought to inst

good crops and great prosperity. But in our pr>

perit/ let none of us forget the Lord's work.

Among the three hundred M. E. preacher

Northern Indiana there are but seven who are

ported to be tobacco users. We wonder if

preachers can make a better showing.

Bro. James L. Thomas, who recently located

near Cando, N. D, met wiih quite a loss May 2.

He had just moved on his homestead, and on that

day nearly all his possessions, including household
goods, horses, etc., were swept away by fire, leaving

him, it is reported, nearly destitute. .His friends

well know how to respond to his needs.

a'.s::Ei gospel 3^esse2Stc^e±*.

On the last page of this issue will be

found a notice of very satisfactory

ilroad arrangements for those wishing to attend

the Annual Meeting. We are sure that these low

rates will induce hundreds to attend the Confer-

ence who have not yet made up their minds to

do so. Do not fail to consider the excellent in-

ducements held out! The rates are low and the

will be first-class.

May
:

»*W.

On account of diphtheria in the neighborhood,

the feast in the Rome church, Hancock Co, Ohio,

announced for May 29, has been deferred indefinite-

ly.

Let us have your orders for the full report of the

Annual Meeting. We trust to publish a report of

rare interest this year. Price, 25 cents, or 32.50 a

dozen. ,_

A minister being asked if he studied his ser-

mons, said, " No, but I study the Scriptures, and in

that way I prepare myself to preach, and am al-

ways ready."

One of the churches in the West, recently raised

the money, and donated the Messenger, to three

persons not members, hoping, in this way, to in-

duce them to accept the whole Gospel.

Sister Maggie Myers reports that the Sisters'

Sewing Society, of Mt. Carroll, 111., is doing a good

work in various ways, and that they feel encour-

aged to go on in the duties entrusted to them.

Last Sunday was the day set apart for the dedi-

catory services in the Brethren's new house of wor

ship, in Germantown, Pa. Brethren S. R. Zug and

J. T. Myers were selected to deliver the dedicatory

addresses.

The spirit of the Lord has been at work in our

e, A few weeks ago our assistant pressman

vas baptized, and last Sunday our pressman and his

A<ife made the good confession, and wi

nto the church by baptism.

offi

The District Meeting for Western Pennsylvania,

held at Meyersdale, May 12, is said to have passed

off very pleasantly. No papers were sent to the

Annual Conference. Bro. C G- Lint is to represent

the District on the Standing Committee.

A brother recently suggested that it might be

well to require that no one be permitted to take

part in the Annual Meeting as delegate, member of

the Standing Committee, or speaker, who does not

bring his Bible with him, A requirement of this

character would certainly be on the side of the Bi-

ble.

If you know of an invalid sister, who is not able

to take the Messenger, send her a copy of the

paper. Reading it will bring sunshine to her soul,

and may also be the means of aiding her to while

away the lonely hours in a real pleasant manner.

Few have ever paused to consider how much good
they may render the afflicted in this way,

Bro. John Stuff, of Pine Creek, 111., who spent

the winter on the Indian River, at Woodley, Fla

,

informs us that the prospects for establishing a

rhurch in that part of the State are very promising.

Several members, including two ministers, are al-

ready located there. Th^y have regular preaching

and a good Sunday school. One was baptized re-

cently.

While the Southern District of Indiana recom-

mends the locating of ministers on the mission

fields, and then recommends that they be reasona-

bly supported, she is also active in mission work
otherwise. She is probably behind no District in

the Brotherhood in this respect. We trust that her

example will prompt others to more vigorous ef-

forts. Every possible effort should be put forth to

preach the whole Gospel in every part of the land,

and this cannot be done unless each District will

do fully her part.

DOLLAR rice of the Messenger
Ulll]J from now to the end of the present year
By calling on those who are not now taking

tnc
paper, our agents might add a number of names to
our list.

Since our members do not sp nnd their money a t

circus shows, and other places of unnecessary

amusement, thousands of them can well afford to

go to the Annual Meeting, and we trust to meet
them there.

Bro. I. Bennett Trout is now engaged in a se-

ries of meetings at Timberville, Va. From there

he goes to the Annual Conference, and will return

to his home at Lanark, Illinois, via his former

home in Ohio.

It is indeed gratifying to notice that many of

the State Districts are becoming aggressive in home
missionary work. Some of the Districts are en-

tering upon the work with v'gor, and the results

will soon manifest themselves. Inside of a few

years, we ought to be able to open up missions in

every part of the United States and Canada.

For some weeks we have been receiving sad

news from a de'ightful home in Pennsylvania,

where a devoted husband and father was watching

at the bedside of his dying wife. May 9 her spirit

took its flight to the Canaan beyond the chilly wa-

ters of death. The many friends of Bro. Howard
Miller will be grieved to learn that his home has

thus been left desolate, and thousands will mourn
the departure of the angel of his household.

We do wish our correspondents would learn to

give their addresses, along with every communica-

tion they write. We have on hand a short report

from some point in North Carolina, concerning

which we ought to write the sender, but, as he fails

to give his post-office, we cannot do so. We care

not how well we may be acquainted with a person,

or how often he may write, we would like him to

give his address along with every communication

sent to this office.

Learning that one of our readers had decided to

give up the Messenger, because he was too poor to

pay for it, a brother had the goodness of heart to

send the money and have the paper continued.

Such acts are to be commended. We are certain

that the reading of the Messenger will prove help-

ful to our poor brother in many ways, and greatly

strengthen him in his struggle for a livelihood.

Look out the poor and supply them with good

reading matter.

A brother who superintends a large Sunday

school, writes us, that he is paying for most of the

Sunday school supplies out of his own pocket, and

that rather than have the school stop for the want

of the needed helps, he will cut down his supply of

food We commend him for his zeal and sacri-

fice, but we pity a school that is in such a condi-

tion. He adds, that the elder is unfriendly to Sun-

day schools. Here is where the trouble comes in.

An indifferent leader makes a careless flock. We
need some power to put life and energy into such

leaders,

Last week reference was made to what passed

the Lower House of the legislature of Illinois,

relative to the sale of cigarettes in this State. The

bill is an excellent one, and should become a law

in every State in the Union. The following are the

principal clauses of the bill:

Be it enacted by the people of the State of Illinois, repre-

sented in the General Assembly, that whosoever makes or

manufactures or keeps on hand for sale, either by himself or

another, oi offers to sell, or advertises or exposes for sale or sells

or gives away any of those articles of manufactured tobacco,

commonly called "cigarettes," shall be fined not less than S5°-

nor more than S100, or imprisonment in the County jai' not

less than three days, or both, in the discretion of the court, for

each and every offense. That the description "cigarette'

shall be deemed to include all preparations of tobacco or any

substitute thereof in paper wrappers and commonly known as

cigarettes; also tobacco or any substitute thereof soaked in

nicotine or impregnated with opium, or belladonna or alcohol-

ic liquor, or valerian, or tonca bean or mellilotis, or any o<hec

deleterious or poisonous substance.
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Bro. W. A. Anthony writes us that the District

Meeting of Southern Pennsylvania, held in the Up-

per Codorus church, May 5, passed off very pleas-

antly. One paper goes to Annual Meeting. Bro.

John Lehner is to represent the D.strict on the

Standing Committee.

Some strong papers will be presented to the

Annual Meeting against making the Conference

grounds a place for advertising various wares un-

becoming the nature and spirit of the occasion.

We need a reform along this line, and we hope to

see it put into full operation at the coming meet-

ing.

Ohio,Bro. John R. Snyder, of Bellefontai:

writes: "I feel I must compliment you on your

map of Paul's Travels in the Brethren's and Juve-

ni e Quattt rlies for the second quarter. In connec-

tion with Rev. Geo. L. Kalb, D. D., and Prof. S. L.

Smith, we have just concluded some work for the

University Extension Center, at this place, in which

maps of that part of the world were frequently con-

sulted, and it was the unanimous verdict that, tak-

ing the limited size into consideration, it was the

plainest, neatest and most authentic map that was

out, and we had ten different maps for reference.

Of course, some very large maps could be more

definite and complete, but for Sunday school work,

I do not think you equ .led.'

Sight-seeing, per se, is all right, for the Lord

made this big world to be seen, as well as to be en-

joyed, but it is to be hoped that the members who
attend the approaching Annual Meeting, wi'l have

respect enough for the character of the Conference

as not to spend their time at sight-seeing when

they should be present at the services Especially

is this important upon the part of the delegates.

They are sent to the Meeting to represent the

churches, and should be on hand at every session of

the Conference. It would be far better, and a great

deal more consistent to defer all sight-seeing until

the close of the meeting. Let us go up to this gath-

ering with the full purpose of giving it our entire

attention and support. Let our motto be, The
Lord's business first, and pleasure next.

Not long since we noticed two men seated in the

car, facing each other. They seemed to be men of

some prominence, and the conductor gave them

special attention. Reaching their destination, their

seats, of course, were left vacant. A neatly-attired

lady entered and approached the vacated place.

She paused for a moment, looking down at the

floor between the seats, with disgust. She then

gathered up her skirts, stepped cautiously, so as to

soil her shoes as little as possible, and seated her-

self on one of the vacated seats, being careful not

to allow any of her clothes to come near the floor.

For aught we know the men who had just left the

train may have been preachers,—they looked like

it,—but the tobacco puddles they left on the floor

would seem to indicate that their habits were not

above that class of animals, the flesh of which a

Jew will not eat. When will men learn to be at

least half decent?

The custom of attending love feasts in the ad-

joining congregations, we fear, is becoming too

much neglected in some parts of our Brotherhood.

This is one of the old customs that should always

be encouraged among the Brethren, for it tends to

greatly strengthen the bond of union between the

neighboring congregations, and such a bond of

union is too important to be overlooked. We sug-

gest that the elders, in each congregation, remind

the members of their privilege in this respect, and

urge them to visit the sister churches as much as

possible on love feast occasions. Especially is it

important that these feasts be attended by many of

the ministers from other congregations. By so do-

ing they will not only keep up the fraternal feeling

that should exist between ministers of like precious

faith, but thus meeting and worshiping together

will greatly encourage and strengthen them, as well

as all the other members in attendance. Let us

not neglect to keep the feast with our brethren.

THE GOSPEL J^EBB-tUJ^ C3-J±J.b<.

TITHINO, OR GIVING THE TENTH.

Every child of God has heart-questionings as to

his duty in the matter of giving to the work of the

Lord. These questions are not as to whether he

shall give or withhold. That he must give is a set-

tled question with him. He would as soon think

of ceasing to pray as to think of withholding the

Lord's portion But what part of his income shall

he return to the Giver of it all? What is the

Lord's portion? These are the vital questions with

him. He does not ask, How little may I give and

get through, but, How much ought I give? What
is my duty in this matter?

The Word of God, as it came to the patriarchs

and the prophets, enjoined the system of tithing or

giving annually the one-tenth of all the increase.

This tenth was "holy unto the Lord." It could

not be kept back without bringing evil upon the

people, and the censure of robbing God. "Will a

man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye

say. Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and

offerings." Mai. 3: 8.

"The father of the fa'thful," who was also' found

worthy to be called the "Friend of God" recog-

nized the unwritten law of giving unto the Lord

when he gave tithes to Melchisedek, the priest of

the Most High. " And he gave him tithes of all."

Gen. 14: 20. The reader need scarcely be remind-

ed that the literal meaning of the word " tithe " is

tenth.

The patriarch Jacob, after his remarkable dream

id wonderful experience at Bethel, realiz ; ng that

the Lord was with him, and had spoken to him, set

up a pillar and made a vow unto the God of heav-

saying:"And this stone which I have set up

shall be God's house: and of all that thou shalt

give me I will surely give a tenth unto thee."

The law of Moses made tithing obligatory upon

the Jews, and they gave not only a tenth, but with

their offerings and sacrifices thry gave at times as

much as four tenths of their annual increase. This

giving was for the support of the Levites, for the

temple service and for carrying on the affairs of

the civil government. There was no after-taxing.

After the tithing they had nothing more to pay.

State and church were united.

The Gospel gives no positive law as to the

amount that each one must give. It does teach

that all we have comes to us from the Lord, and

that we are only stewards of his bounty. It does

teach imperatively that all must give and that ev-

ery one must give as God has prospered him, and

that, too, with a willing, cheerful heart. This obli-

gation reaches all. None are exempt. It is one of

the principles of the Gospel and is of universal ap-

plication.

Can we conclude that under the blessings of the

Gospel we may give less than was required under

the law? If the law, which did so little for the

comers thereunto, required a tenth, how much more

ought we, who live under the glorious law of liber-

ty, be willing to give at least a tenth to the Lord!

If this were the universal rule among the people of

God, what an abundance there would be in the

storehouse of the Lord, and how the windows of

heaven would be opened and such a blessing be

poured down on the church that there would not be

room to contain it.

But why stipulate a certain amount to be given

annually? Because it always helps us to do our

duty when we have settled the question as to what

our duty is. So long as we make no rule as to our

giving we are apt to listen to the plea that there is

enough, and to ask the question, Why should I give

so much? It is so easy to be persuaded not to give.

It is not often that people must be solicited to

withhold. The solicitation is always to get them

to give. When you say, " I will give the tenth,"

you settle the question and your duty is plain.
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A number of our members are giving a tenth.

Their names are not published, but are known unto
the Lord. They belong to the Lord's tenth legion,

and they are and have been wonderfully blessed in

keeping their vow to give a tenth unto the Lord.

Would it not be well if every member of the church

were in the tenth legion of the Lord? d. l. m.

OUR DISTRICT MEETING.

The District Meeting for Northern Illinois and
Wisconsin convened in the Yellow Creek church,

this State, May 12. Nearly all the churches were
represented by delegates, most of them sending

two. The meeting was organized by electing

brethren D. E. Price, Moderator, P. R. Keltner,

Reading Clerk, and D. L. Miller and I. Bennett

Trout, Writing Clerks. Almost the entire forenoon

was taken up with the missionary and other reports.

The missionary reports were generally encourag-

ing, with a growing demand for more ministers to

be located in the fields. There is an increased ten-

dency to open up work in some of the cities. This

class of our work has generally proven successful,

but, as a rule, it proves most satisfactory in cities,

where the ministers can give the work their entire

time and attention Wisconsin is reported as a

very inviting field for our people, and it is urged

that we give missionary undertakings in that part

of our territory increased attention It occurs to

us that we are losing a great deal by not placing

in that fie'd an evangelist who can give his entire

time and attention to the work. The reports lead

us to conclude that well-directed efforts there

might result in several strong churches inside of a

few years.

Batavia was added to our list of churches, and

special attention will be given to the interest in the

city. The church is yet small, but they have a

good house, and there is a possibility of building

up a strong congregation. One thousand dollars

was appropriated for the different home mission

points.

The report of the Old People's Home shows that

the institution is not only a necessity, but that it

has been well managed and is now in a good con-

dition, though it will be necessary to increase the

endowment fund.

One of the most interesting reports presented

was that made by our Sunday school Secretary.

We look for good to result from the Secretary's ef-

forts in this department of church labor.

A number of papers w^re presented for consider-

ation. Some of these were discussed with special

interest, and several of them were sent to the An-

nual Meeting. The sentiment of the meeting was

quite conservative, and all the speeches made were

in keeping with our profession. Not one unkind

word was said, and every question was decided by

a unanimous vote. We renewed our call for the

Annual Meeting, with our delegates instructed to

press our claims for the Conference in 1898.

Brethren D. B. Eby and Henry Martin were se-

lected to represent us on the Standing Committee.

Bro, John Heckman is to serve as our District

Treasurer for the General Missionary and Tract

work. As near as possible he will visit all the

churches in the District in the interest of the work

entrusted to him, Bro P. R. Keltner was re-ap-

pointed Sunday school secretary, and will doubtless

visit a number of the churches with a view of en-

couraging our Sunday school workers. Bro. David

Plum takes the place of Bro. Edmond Forney, as

Trustee of the Old People's Home, while Bro. D.

R. Price, on the Home Mission Board, :-elect-

The meeting closed at 4: 3° p - M» and a11 Pres"

ent felt that we had a most excellent District Con-

ference. We gratly appreciated the kindness of

the memhers at Yellow Creek. They are noted for

that old-fashioned hospitality which makes visitors

feel that they are welcomed, and are not in the

way. We commend them for this rare Christian at-

tainment. J' H
* *



QUERIES FOR THE ANNUAL MEETING. OF 18P7.

of the queries for the

of the State Districts.

appoint .1 financial >

Below will be found

Annual Meeting, from

Others will follow.

Middle Pennsylvania.

Whereas ihe tendency of the times is to disregard the

Lord's Day, and whereas our General Conference brings a

large number of people together on the Lord's Day, previous

to the opening of the council.—Resolved, that the Huntingdon

church ask the District Meeting to request the Annual Meet-

ing to make increased efforts to have this day more sacredly

regarded; that nothing but the merest necessities be sold or

furnished on the grounds; that the post-office be closed; that

the sale of newspapers be prohibited; that our people, in com-

ing, be urged to make their arrangements so that tbey need

not arrive on Sunday, thus removing any encouragement on

our part to the running of Sunday excursion trains, and that

as possible, that it may be a quiet, worshipful, and spiritual

Sabbath. Sent to Annual Meeting.

Southwestern Kansas and Colorado.

1. We ask Annual Meeting through District Meeting to

reconsider her former ruling, and so amend the sr*me that no

one shall serve as an officer of Annual Meeting, or as a mem-
ber of Standing Committee, two years in succession.

2. We ask Annual Meeting through District Meeting, to

y, whose term of office shall be

s shall be as follows:

(i) To assist Committee of Arrangements each year in

locating and managing the Annual Meeting in the best and

(2) Keep in a suitable book an accurate account of the

principal articles required each year, where and how pur-

chased, how disposed of, with plans of buildings and such oth-

er items as might be of value to others in the management of

Answer.—Request granted.

3. Inasmuch as there is no authority vested in the visit-

ing elders appointed by Annual Meeting to visit schools in

ihe Hrotherhond, other than to make recommendations and

suggestions,—we ask Annual Meeting through District Meet-

ing to invest those visiting boards with the same authority that

other committees possess which are appointed by Annual
Meeting, to settle all difficulties both in the schools and in the

churches in which the schools are located; or dispense with

those visiting boards entirely.

4. We ask Annual Meeting through District Meeting to

decide that members shall not unite with any life insurance

company or association, except that established by Jesus
Christ himself. See Matt. 6: 19-21; 10: 37-39; 16: 25, 26; Mark
8: 35-37; Luke 9: 24, 25; 17: 32, n\ Juhn 12: 25, 26.

5. Petition to Annual Meeting of 1897: The members of

the Pleasant View congregation request the District Meeting
of Southwestern Kansas to petit>on Annual Meeting of 1897
not to allow any photographing, exhibiting, or trafficking of

any kind, on the Annual Meeting grounds; except our
church literature and what may be deemed necessary to pro-
vide for the meeting

6. Inasmuch as there is no provision made as to who
shall pay the expenses of committees of adjoining elders,

c tiled by individual members to investigate the work of
churches, we ask 'Annual Meeting througa District Meeting
to decide that the party found in fault thall pay all expenses.

California and Arizona

(Lordsburg) We, the Lordsburg church, request District
Meeting of California and Arizona to renew our call for An-

1 Meeting, and ask that the same be held in California in

Ttt?[) GrOSTPDSL -MIESSIELTSTG-IElEi.

Second District of Virginia.

1. We petition Annual Meeting through District Meet-
ing that all land advertisements be excluded from the Gos-
I'EL Messenger, as it has a tendency to mislead some. Sent

to Annual Meeting.

2. We the Brethren of the Middle River congregation,

Augusta Co., Va., petition Annual Meeting through District

Meeting, that, whereas the Brethren church has always stood

on the platform of the Gospel in opposing fairs, shows, and
displays of any worldly character,—Annual Meeting disallow,

or enter her protest against, all such things on or about the

grounds, either by brethren or others, and thus preserve that

sanctity the occasion demands. And, further, that she pre-

vent brethren from using the influence of the name of the

church in the furtherance of these emigration schemes, and
that they themselves be not allowed, personally, to use an un-

due influence in that direction, and thereby bring reproach

upon themselves and the church. The Second District of

Virginia approves ot the sentiment of the above paper, and
sends it to Annual Meeting of 1897.

-Dis Mci isly the
above request, praying the Standing C01
Meeting to give us the Annual Meeting in 189S. And, if not
otherwise, on the following conditions.

(1) That we secure from the leading east and west rail-

road companies a satisfactory rate of transportation by Feb,
1, 1898, or s»ch oiher date as Standing Committee or Annual
Meeting shall decide.

(2) That the Standing Committee appoint a committee of
three or more, whose duty ii shall be: First, to decide whether
the rate submitted by us on or before the above-named date is

satisfactory or not. Second, if a satisfactory rate is not made
then the Annual Meeting <hall be located in the District hav-
ing the next highest number of votes, and the above-named
shall report the fact to said District.

Southern Indiana.

We, 1 : Mi: i church, Delaware Co., Ind., ask An-
nual Meeting, through District Meeting of Southern District
of Indiana, to authorize the General Missionary and Tract
Committee to furnish the several local missionary boards with
tracts for distribution, free of charge. (Dated, March 6, 1897).
Passed tu Annual Meeting.

Middle Missouri.

Warrensburg church, (Mo.,) petitions Annual Meeting
through District Meeting to re-affirm Article 29, of 1882, on
" Life Insurance." Passed to Annual Meeting by
vote of District Meeting.

' MO/VIE * AND * h'AMILY*-.

A WORD ABOUT WORDS.

Ah me! these terrible tongues of ours,

Are we half aware of their mighty powers?
Do we ever trouble our heads at all

Where the jest may strike, or the hint may fall?

The latest chirp of that " little bird,"

The spicy story " you must have heard "

—

We jerk them awav in our gossip rush.

And somebody's glass, of course, goes smash.

What fames have been blasted and broken.

What pestilent sinks been stirred.

By a word in lightness spoken,

nlya idle ord!

A sneer, a shrug, a whisper low

—

They are poisoned shafts from an ambush t

Shot by the coward, the fool, the knave,

Thev pierce the mail of the great and bravt

s the buckler of wisdom and pride

To! itbe side:

The lip may curl v

But the bean drips blood— drips blood the while.

Ah, me! what hearts have been broken,

"What rivers of blood been stirred,

By a word in malice spoken,

By only a bitter word!

A kindly word and a tender tone-
To only God is their virtue known.
They can lift from the dust the abject head,
They can turn a foe to a friend instead;

The heart close-barred with passion and pride
Will fling at their knocks its portals wide,

And the hate that blights and the scorn that sears

.
Will melt in the fountain of childlike tears.

What ice-bound griefs have been broken,
What rivers of love been stirred,

By a word in kindness spoken,

By only a gentle word! —Pacific Iii:<:^i:

BE QENTLE, MOTHERS.

re little ones, even if the

nd them off to school wit

Yes, be gentl

are trying at tin

kindly words, not sharp or nagging ones. It is well

to impress upon them the fact that it is wiser and
easier to put everything for school in its proper
place at the right time, than to get agitated and
flustered and oftentimes disagreeable, hunting for
wraps and books when the hour for school is close
at hand, There is a great deal more force in coun-
sel that is given pleasantly than in cross, fault find-

ing tones. We hear some mothers chide the chil-

dren in such loud, sharp tones that it gnes right to
the tenderest part of our hearts. A sensitive child
feels such treatment much more than the mother is

aware. Su h a mother would be shocked to hear
any one say she did not love her child, or feel ten-
derly towards it. Of course grown persons know
that she loves it and if it were in any danger, how
heavy her heart would be and how anxious! but do
her children know it?

Wei ntrol

Cliildr.

them and lets her
Then combativenes
aroused. But whei
mother's heart by r

are tearful and then

selves if we would control

when mother is angry with

mper get the upper hand.

1 the child is immediately
child has hurt the dear
onduct, and mother's eyes

rry look in her face,

w quickly the child's best feelings are appealed
and how soon mother finds loving arms around
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her neck and whispered words of repentance in her
eat! Be gentle, mothers, speaking in pleisant
tones of voice, even when necessary to admonish.
I wish I could recall a little poem published years
ago, in which a mother who was impatient with her
little one so often, was left childless. Then she
realized how little she had appreciated that child,

and so she rocked to and fro. longing to have the
little one back again that she might show her pa-
tience and love. These two lines are recalled:

"The little hindering thing is gone.

And undisturbed she may knit on."

Perhaps some mother may have the poem, and if

so will send it to this offbe. Many mo h rs would
prin-, I know.

—

Stl.

THE DUTV OF BEING PLEASANT.

like to s

1 had 1
1 the 1pany :

said little Alice, as she sav the front door close be-

hind a friend who had been spending the afternoon
with her mother.

"Why do you wish to have company all the
while, my dear?

"

" Because, mamma, you are always so pleasant
when other people are here, and somehow every-
thing seems to be so nice."

The little girl went to her play, and the mother
sat down with her basket of mending. Her little

daughter's words made a deep impression upon her.

It was too true that she was quite irritable at times
when she was ahme with her family, and that she
fretted and chafed over the duties which should be
most sacred and dear, those home duties toward
those we love the best of all on earth. She did not
wish to make an unfavorable impression on her out-
side friends, and acknowledged to herself that she
could put on "company manners," and doff her
petty fault-finding garb in a very short time, That
night she took up her little book of daily readings
and read, " You have not fulfilled every duty unless

you have fulfilled that of being pleasant." Alice's
mother was one who "looked well to the ways of
her household." She saw to it that the necessary
requisites for the physical well-being were well sup-
plied. She was orderly and painstak ;ng, her home
was always attractive and evert thing in its place.
But she had a habit of nagging the dear ones, and
worrying over the work she had to do. The child's

words were true— it was pleasanter in the home
when company came and mother was on dress pa-
rade. She had never seen herself in such an unfav-
orable light before, and she res-ilved, with God's
help, to make home just as happy and peaceful,

when only her family were present, as if she had the
critics of the outside world making up their ver-
dicts of her character.

Oh, how many persons there are in the world like

Alice's mother! They keep their pleasant ways
and kindly, well-chosen words for strangers and
guests. We feel that those who are the dearest to

us, and who are bound to us by kinship and love,

will put up with our disagreeable ways with them,
and not expose us, for the sake of family reputa-
tion We may do our duty to our family in certain

directions, but if we have done our work with fret-

ful words, and ofttimes sharp ones, and gone about
the house with frowns and protesting looks on our
faces, we have not fulfilled our whole duty. It is

true that we are often over-taxed and weary, and
wear, as it were, our n;rves on the outside of our
bodies, but it is not soothing to them or restful to

our spirits to be irritable and unkind to those with
whom we live—most especially toward the lit'le

children, who are not expected to understand the
daily round, and who are so trying sometimes. " A
soft answer turneth away wrath, but grievous words
stir up anger," is true in our dealings with our chil-

en as well as with grown people. We often pro-
ike our children to wrath by our impatience and
oss words.

The older we grow the more is the truth borne in

upon us that " cheerful people in the home are like

unny days." Lubbock says: "The world would
be brighter and better if we would only learn the
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Duty of Happiness, as well as the Happiness of

Duty, for we ought to be as cheerful as we can, if

only because to be hapoy ourselves is a most ef-

fec ual contribution to the happiness of others."

A happy face about the home, and pleasant words

and ways, have an influence for good and happiness

in a family that can not be estimated. Let us make

it our aim to cultivate cheerfulness and pleasant

manners as an every-day duty to those who live

with us, until it beet mes so natural to us that we
shall not have to make any changes for the better

when company is announced.

Many years ago there was a dear wife and moth-

er, in whose family it was my privilege, as a young
girl, to be for a short time. This dear woman had
peculiar trials, which youth, of course, could not

comprehend, but which, in later years, have caused

a halo of glory to be cast over the memory of that

patient saint. It was her custom to get up very

early in the morning, before the day's flood-tide of

work began, and go into a little room by herself.

It was quite curious to the younger ones why she

did this, and later in the day we looked about the

room to see if there was any kind of work which
she did so early and kept hidden there. One day

we heard her opening her heart to a friend, who
asked her to tell her the secret of her keeping so

unruffled in the midst of so much hard work and
care " I go up to the Mount of Vision early every

morning," she said, " and talk to my Lord. Then
I come down in'o the valley and he sustains me in

my daily rounds."

That was the secret of her sweet ways, of her pa-

tient toil, her un.form cheerfulness in the home.

Her influence is <till with 'hose who dwelt with her,

a though she has long been in the home of the

Father. In the days of trial and vexation, that

" Mount of Vision " she spoke of comes to remem-
brance as a place of rest and strength.

Fathers and mothers, make home the happiest,

brightest and most hallowed place on earth. The
home-nest will all too soon be broken up, the little

ones will learn, after a time, to use their wings and
fly away. Let them take away in their hearts the

sweet influences of a happy, cheerful, God loving

home! Let us all remember that too often

" We have careful thoughts for the stranger,

And smiles for the sometime guest;

But oft for ' our own,' the bitter tone,

Though we love ' our own ' the best.

Ah! lips that curve with impatience.

Ah! brow with that look of scorn;

'Twere a cruel fate were the night too late

To undo the work of the mom."
—The Christian at Work.

THE GOSPEL ZMCESSJEJJSTQ-^-fci..

of worrying about the future. We are not tobe anx-
ious as to the morrow. To-morrow will take care
of itself. Sufficient to each day is the evil thereof.

God will see his children through each day as it

comes, but he does not promise grace to help be
fore the trouble comes. Let it alone. Leave the
future in God's hands.—Mfthcdisi Recorder.

WHO WAS D01NQ THAT TALKINQ?

TROUBLES THAT DO NOT COME.

Most people have troubles. Some of these may
be great, Others may be slight. It is almost uni-

versally true, however, that the heaviest burdens

that are borne are those of anxiety, solicitude, and

apprehension. There is the fear of possible evil

that is about to befall, but that oftentimes does not;

of loss that is about to be suffered, but that often

does not occur. If we were willing to leave the

future in God's hands as we are to leave the past,

and if we are ready to live simply in the present,

accepting his grace and help for each passing mo-

ment, our lives would be more happy, as they

would certainly be more efficient. It has been said

uffer their troubles three times-

actuality, and in memory. The
vcy great part of this is posi-

tively unnecessary, owing to the fact that many of

the troubles that are dreaded never come. Very

few possibilities are probabiliues, and exceedingly

few of the probabilities become certainties. The

one who builds air-castles, who dreams instead of

working, and who counts chickens before they are

hatched, is, at the best, engaged in profitless occu-

pations, and is sure to have disappointment in the

end. But even this disappointment, after the fair

and pleasing dreams, is not so severe on one's vi-

tality as is the habit of worrying over possible

ills that threaten. The Lord Jesus Christ warns

and commands us against this worse than idle habit

that most people f

in apprehension, ii

worst of it is that <

When? Where? Why, in the church,—while
the congregation was engaged in singing. What?
While the congregation was singing? Yes. we
agreed that we would have about one half hour
song service before the regular time for the preach-
ing service. This was thought to be a good pre-

paratory measure,—to get our <=ouls in frame.—that
we might the better worship God in the Spirit.

S'range as it may seem, yet true, I heard some one
talking during this time of song service, almost ev-

ery time, while the congregation was singing the
sweet songs of Z : on. Perhaps yon would be sur-

prised, if I were to tell vou that it was the members
in our own body. In a number of cases, it was the
preachers, and even elders. We teach people to

look upon the song service as a noble part of the
devotional exercises of our meetings. And when
they see and hear us engaged in conversation,

while others are ringing the sweet an'hems of

praise to God, can we wonder at them if they were
to engage in conversation while we are trying to

pray, or preach? I have heard this talking in time

of song service so often, that I feel that it is time
we wou'd stop once and think! A word to the

thoughtful will be sufficient, I hope.

MAN'S MOST VULGAR HABIT.

" If men were compelled to wear skirts for a pe-

riod, I think they would insist more than they now
do that their fellow men should stop the nasty hab-

it of spitting in public," writes Edward W. Bok in

the May Ladies' Home Journal. "There is no prac-

tice of man which is more distressing to women
than this disgusting habit. Women constantly

complain of it, especially in our larger cities, where
sometimes the sidewalks are scarcely fit for them
to walk upon. They revolt at the practice, and

they are right in so doing. Yet year in and year

out the habit not only continues, but increases, and

the protection of cleanliness, to which every wom-
an walking upon our streets has a perfect right,

is denied her. In New York City the Board of

Health has taken the matter up on the grounds of

public health, and the Police Department is lending

its cooperation in the enforcement of an ordinance

directed against the evil. No action taken in New
York for years is so highly to be commended, and

the ordinance should quickly extend to other cities

and be put into force. It is an undertaking which

public opinion will sustain in whatever part of the

country it is attempted. Every community should

be urged to try the experiment. . . The time is

ripe when every decent man should take some
steps to see to it that the nastiest and most vulgar

of all American habits should be entirely stopped.

New York City has started the reform. Let the

Boards of Health of a few of our other large cities

take up the question, and the reform, which ap-

peals to every clean-minded man and woman, will

soon spread. It is a work in every way calling for

for the attention and action of Boards of Health

and all bodies and citizens interested in the health

of communities. The spitting habit is an absolute

menace to the public health. . . Smaller com-

munities need not wait for the larger cities. The

decent men of the smallest community can come

together, awaken interest in the matter and see

that a prohibitive ordinance is passed. And if the

men are slow in seeing their duty, it is to be de-

voutly hoped that the women will take the ques
:

tion in hand and see to it that this disgusting habit

receives that necessary public attention which it

has lacked in the past."
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From the Black River Congregation, Medina Co.. Ohio.

We reorganized our Sunday school March 28.

Bro. C. M. Woods continues to be our superintend-
ent, and Bro. G. W. Lewis was chosen assistant.

May 2 was our quarterly council. Brethren W.
Murry, F. Wcimer, and J, Beechly were wilh us.

A choice was held for a deacon. Bro. Henry Kil-
mer was elected to that office, and duly installed.

Bro. Tobias Hoover is to be our delegate to Annual
Meeting. Bro. Weimer preached for us on Sunday
after the council. We are expecting Bro. R.
Shroyer May 13, to assist in a series of meetings.
By the urgent request of the Mohican corres-

pondem, I gave a report of the Bible school and
council, held at the Mohican church in February.
As that part of my report was omitted, I here-

with give it again. M/1RV Hoover.
Chatham, Ohio, May 7.

From the Salem Church, Ohio.

Our church council, previous to District Meet-
ing, was held May G. A good deal of business

came before the meeting. Bro. D. L. Miller having
been asked some time ago to hold a series of meet-
ings for us next fall or winter, arrangements were
now made to correspond with him, as to when
it would suit him, The church, however, decided
to have him come next December if convenient.

There were no queries presented to the church for

either District Meeting or Annual Meeting. Our
missionary solicitors, Bro. John Fiddler and wife,

will ere long make a visit through the church for

funds. Our tract solicitors, Bro. Wm. Minnich and
wife, will, no doubt, call on the members some time

during the summer, to fulfill their mission. Two
delegates were selected for District Meeting and
Annual Meeting. Bro, John H. Brumbaugh and
the writer wete selected to represent us.

Jesse K, Brumbaugh.

At our Ministerial Meeting, May 6, we had a fair

representation, and the speakers on the various

topics manifested commendable zeal, in bringing,

from the treasure house of the Bible, golden truths.

The feeling largely prevailed for more zeal, with

self-sacrifice, and greater consecration, in order to

attain to a proficiency that would give honor to

the cause for which we are laboring.

Next day our District Meeting was likewise char-

acterized with the spirit of love throughout, and we
do not now remember of having attended a more
harmonious District Meeting than this one,—of

which the clerk will give a more extended notice.

On the day following District Meeting, we met

in the same church for special church work. As
both the Russell and the Dorrance churches were

combined in assisting in the burdens of the meet-

ings, mentioned above, they also combined in the

furtherance of their church work. In the Dorrance

church brethren Jacob Harnish and W. B. Himes
were ordained to the eldership, and Bro. Daniel M.

Shank chosen to the ministry. In the Russell

church Bro. G. W. Crisman was forwarded to the

eldership, and Bro. E. S. Fox elected to the ministry.

This work was all done at the same place and

time. The installation services were most solemn

and the dear brethren and ssters felt the full

weight of the responsibilities they had assumed.

As I associated much, in the past, with the

above-named church, we bespeak a bright future in

their behalf, and more especially so because they

manifest the most unmistakable evidences of loy-

alty to the General Brotherhood. They have been

in the care and charge of our much esteemed elder,

John Rrowcr, for many years. B. B. WhITMER.
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OHIO.

Williams Centre.—Our council, preparatory to

our love feast, occurred last Saturday. A young

man and his wife were baptized. 1 hope others

will come soon.—M. J. Bo's-nmn, May 10.

Wyandot Church. — Bro. Jacob Heistand, of

Hoaglin, Ohio, came to this church on his return

from District Meeting. He held six meetings at

the church with good attendance and attention.

He also held one meeting at Bro. Henry Keller's,

in Crawford County. While Bro, Heistand was

here, he visited his brother and sister, as well as

old friends.—Alvcrly Buxton, Upper Sandusky, Ohio.

Price's Creek. — This church met in council

April 29. with Eld. Tobias Krider as Mod-

erator. Everything passed off pleasantly. Bro.

J.
Longanecker is our delegate to Annual Meet-

ing and brethren H H, Eby and Andrew Miller

will represent us at District Meeting. One solicitor

for mission work was appointed. Our Communion

will be Oct. 7.

—

George H. Petry, West Sonoro, Ohio,

Palestine Church.—We held a council-meeting

to day, pieparatory to our love feast. The annual

visit was reported and considered All business

that came before the meeting was pleasantly dis-

posed of. Elders Henry Frantz and W. K Sim-

mons were with us. An election was held, and Bro.

Stephen Petry chosen to the ministry and duly in-

lembers were received by letter an

granted.—Daniel Bausmtn, Bake.

Ohio, the brethr.

stalled. Tw
one letter '

Ohio, May 12.

Nova.—Through the kindness of the trustees of

the M
enabled to hold a short se

place. Bro. Ou>ncy Leek

The subjects discussed wer

were presented plainly

doctrine was new to r

them declared that th

right than the chu

of meetings at that

did the preaching

/ere mainly doctrinal, and

nd forcibly. Although the

ost of the citizens, many of

Brethren are more nearly

with which they were ac-

The meetings continued from April 27.

to May 2, with good attendance. It is surprising

to discover how many intelligent people, living

within a few miles of our church organization, are

almost entirely ignorant of our faith and practice.

Should we not make greater effort toward placing

ourselves before them in the true light? -C. A.

Helm, May 0.

Chippewa Church.—Saturday aft'

was our regular quarterly council,

business came before the meeting,

pleasantly disposed of. We are h;

churchhouses repainted this spring,

ing more work for our ministers to do, as we have

now three places for regular preaching, as mission

points, outside of our regular services. Our Sun-
day school is quite interesting this summer and
seems to be gaining in attendance. Solicitors were
appointed to collect money for the India sufferers,

to be distributed by our missionaries in India.

Solicitors collected means for general missionary

work, and also Home Mission fund. This woik is

attended to at each quarterly council. We de-

cided to have a love feast June 12, beginning at

10 A. M.- Flora I. H-ff, Madisonburg, Ohio, May

1, May 8,

ng both our

We are find-

14.

Goshen.— Bro. Gi

INDIANA,

o. L. Sludebak

tinued for thr

Thi

commenced
his city April 17, and con-

He baptized eleven and
ilings were held in a hall,

in the third story. Aged members, of eighty-eighl

years even, found their way up. Some who wer<
lame were carried up. The meetings closed wit!
a good interest. Two of the number that joinec
were M. E. people. The most of those wh(
united with us were young people. Brethren E. S
Young, of North Manchester. Jacob Hollinger, o
Wawaka, I. D. Parker and wife, of Elkhart, ant
others, were present.—/. H. Miller, May 11,

tecid o-os:p:e)i. jMiBSSBisra-BK,

Camden. — We, the members of the Camden
church, Jay County, have decided to hold our love

feast Oct. 8, meeting to commence at 10 A. M.

The ministering brethren are invited—Jo/in A.

Williamsport.—The date of our love feast has

been changed from May 8 to May 29, commenc-

ing at 5 P. M. Our council-meeting will be held

May 28, at 2: 30 P. M, Brethren going to Annual

Meeting over the Wabash Railroad would be wel-

comed to our meeting, and met at the station by

notifying the undersigned.—D. M. Brubiker.

Syracuse.—May 8 we met in quarterly council.

Bro. Henry Wertzler presided. The visit reported

about 225 members in this congregation. Nine

letters were received and nine granted. We ex-

pect to elect two ministers and two deacons May
29. Bro. William Deeter was with us at our coun-

cil. Bro. Hiram Forney is able to attend services

again.— L. A. Neff, May 7.

Anderson Church.—Sunday, May 9, three dear

young people were immersed after the apostolic

mode, before a large concourse of people, to many
of whom this rite was entirely new. Others have

signified their intentions of coming soon. In the

afternoon sister Shipley was anointed with oil in

the name of the Lord, by elders Fesler and Wel-

lington.—/. 5. Alldrtdge, 214 Cincinna'i Ave., May

Walnut Level Church.—We held our quarterly

council Saturday, May I. Our elder, Bro. Samuel

Nehcr. and Bro. David Caylor, who recently

moved to this church, gave us some encouraging

talks. Bro. Henry Mummert was elected delegate

to Annual Meeting and Bro. Samuel Neher, alter-

nate. We have an interesting Sunday school at

this place. Bro. David Ncher is our Superintend-

ent. We use the Brethren's Quarterly.—Malinda S.

Studebaker, May 10.

Buck Creek Church—On the evening of April

17, the members of this church held their love-

feast. The meeting was well attended. Bro. D.

Hoover officiated. Bro. L. W. Teeter preached

for us next day (Easter Sunday) to a full house,

both morning and evening. Our Sunday school

is well attended. We use the Brethren's Quarter-

lies. Bro. I. B. Wike is our Superintendent. We
are much pleased with the improvement in our

paper.

—

D E. Rhodes. RogcrsvVk, /nd., May 10.

WISCONSIN.

Chippewa Valley.—April 10 Bro Christian Hope
came to our church, to labor among the Swedes
and Danes, having been S' nt by the General Mis-

sionary Board. April 22, Bro. W. L. Bingaman, or

Laplace, 111., came to his assistance, and they are

now laboring together for the good of the cause.

Bro. Bingaman is soliciting for the Orphanage at

Smyrna, and lecturing on Bible Lands. His cos-

tumes and relics of Bible Lands are interesting

and instructive, and of great benefit to 1 hose inter-

ested in Bible study. From here they go to Door
County, Wisconsin.

—

E. E Joyce, Durand, Wis., May
14.

KANSAS.

The Ministerial and District Meetings of the

Southeastern District of Kansas, were held in the

Fort Scott church May 11 and 12, 1897. Bro - Wm.
B. Sell was chosen Moderator, and all business

passed off pleasantly. This District sends two que-

ries to Annual Meeting. Bro. Sidney Hodgdcn is

sent as a member oil Standing Committee. Bro.

Alden Crumpacker will go as a delegate from the

Fort Scott church.—/Mn H. Neher, MeCune, /Cans.,

May 15.

Fredonia.—May 2, at 4 P. M., Bro. Stephen
Thompson met with us at the Rainbow school-

house, three and one-half miles southwest of Fre-

donia, and preached a soul-cheering sermon to a

full house. Bro, Wm. B. Sell also preached for

us at the Fredonia church at 11 A. M. We have
an evergreen Sunday school, prospering under the
superintendence of Bro. Frederick Ulrich—Flora
E. Darst, May 8.

May 22 1897,

PENNSYLVANIA.

Rockton.—Our meetings will begin June 1, and
our love feast, June II. We ask a special interest

in the prayers of God's people, that the Word
spoken may prevail mightily, and bring many
sinners home to God.

—

Lilbie Hclloprter, May 10.

Snyder Church.— Bro. D. S. Clapper came to us

April 10, and commenced a series of meetings.

He preached, in all, twelve discourses. Two who
had gone with the Old Order Brethren, returned

again, and one was baptized. We are glad to say

that the church is prospering. — Geo. A. Snyder,

Mcy is.

Lost Creek.—The brethren met in council May
8, preparatory to our love feast. Our elder, Bro.

Andrew Bashore, presided. Three letters were

received. The visiting brethren reported all in

peace. While considerable business was before

the meeting, all was adjusted with the best of

feeling. We decided to commence a meeting at

the Oriental house June 19, and continue until June

21, when a love fea=t will be held.—John Hart, M*y

Georges Creek Church. — Our regular council

convened in the Uniontown churchhouse May 8.

All business was disposed of promptly and pleas-

antly. Eld. J. C. Johnson was elected delegate to

Annual Meeting; brethren J. M. Johnson and

Emanuel Maust were chosen delegates to District

Meeting. The money, collected at our prayer

meetings, at the " Uniontown churchhouse," was or-

dered to be sent to the Home Mission Board of the

Western District of Pennsylvania—/or. /. Johnson,

Uniontown, Pa., May II.

Notice.—Many of our brethren are giving their

time and labor to the spreading of the Gospel for

little or no compensation. Perhaps there is a sis-

ter, who wishes to become useful, having means,

and willing, at least for awhile, to give her time

and labor gratuitously. E^en with no experience

in city mission work, if there is full sympathy with

the doctrine and principles of the Bible, and

also a harmony with the work of the general Broth-

erhood, such a sister may make herself quite use-

ful. The City of Lancaster, Pa., offrrs an opening

for one of that kind, and as a new churchhouse is

about to be built, with some provision that renders

it suitable for pushing the mission work, it is possi-

ble that one, having the proper qualifications, might,

through a close application, bring about satisfac-

tory results. If there is a sister, having a mind in

line w th the above, and will write the undersigned,

enclosing a stamp, she will promptly receive a re-

ply. Should any one contemplate attending the

coming Annual Meeting, she may, by inquiring

for the writer, obtain an interview and a full expla-

nation of the situation given.

—

T. F. Imler, Lancas-

ter, Pa., May 15.

IOWA.

Cedar Rapids.—Sister Lydia E! Taylor was called

to Missouri, week before last, to the bed-side of

her mother, who was vtry sick at last report. The
work here is progressing slowly. Two have ex-

pressed a desire to join in with us. Our congre-

gations are changeable,— sometimes quite large, and

at other times small. We have a very interesting

Sunday school, with an average attendance of

about fifty. The work in our weekly prayer

meetings is very earnest. We have a very loving

little family of members here.— C. M. Yearoul, 817

Division St., May 8.

MINNESOTA.

Worthington.— Our series of meetings will com-

mence June 11, in place ofJune6. We are having

a large attendance at our Sunday school and

preaching services. It seems that our Sundays

are our busiest days. We attended two services,

two Sunday schools and a prayer meeting at night.

You may be sure there is no time for much cooking

on Sunday. We are beginning to feel the need of

a house of worship. The matter has been talked

over quite freely, and a move will be made in that

direction before long.

—

Lizzie Hilary, May 9.
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NORTH DAKOTA.

Carrington.—We had our council-meeting May

I( with good attendance. Quite a number were

received by letter. The church is steadily growing

in interest and numbers. We now have quite a

good congregation,—not all, however, have pre-

sented their letters yet. A Sunday school has

been organized with unusually bright prospects

The attendance is far beyond our expectations.

There has also been a Sunday school organized,

sixteen nvles north of Carrington, with a good

inteicst and attendance.

—

D, H. Snoubtrgtr, M-iy /?.

Carrington.—A short visit amongst the Breth-

ren here develops the fact there has been quite

an accession of members this spring from the East.

Some have presented their letters of membership,

while others who only came to look at the country,

did not bring letters with them, but expect to send

for them and become permanent residents. The

church seems to be moving along in Christian love

and fellowship. Bro. Niccum, the elder in charge

of the church, will probably attend the Annual

Meeting at Frederick, Md., in June. The Breth-

ren in North Dakota are getting numerous enough

and strong enough to organize a State District of

their own, in the near future, and thus save the

expense of sending delegates away to Iowa every

yea The
nber of

d churche

n poii

DISTRICT OH COLUMBIA.

Washington.—The members of the Washington
lurch will hold their love feast May 2S, at 4 P.

Visiting members will greatly encourage and

strengthen us by their presence and fellowship

around the Lord's table, if in sympathy with the

principles of the Brotherhood.

—

Albert Hollingtr,

14Q Ehvtnth St, S. E., May 10

—*-* CORRESPONDENCE i

the Bretlu. Christmas,

the State, besides a

that eventually will become organized churches

I leave here to-day to visit brethren in Idaho ant

Washington — G. L. McDonaugh, May 6.

VIRGINIA.

Valley View Church.-This church met in coun

cil to day. Eld. S. F. Sanger was present. Wi

had an interesting meeting. Ten membeis wen

received by letter. Arrangements were made to

a love feast, to be held May 15, at 4 P. M.—G. H

Beahftt, Brentsville, Va., May 8.

Barren Ridge.—Our quarterly council was held

•May 4. Bro. Jesse Ralston, of Iowa, was with

Considerable business was before the meeting, but

everything passed off pleasantly. While with us,

Bro. Ralston preached one sermon for us on the

evening of May 5.—_V. W. Coffman, May 10.

Elk Run Church. -We were made to rejoice

yesterday, on seeing two unite with the church,

—

one by baptism and one reclaimed. This makes

six added to our congregation since our last

report. Three, however, have been reported

from the Staunton mission. We p' edict a bright

future for our Brethren in Staunton. A church is

needed in the city. Bro. J. E. Rilston is visiting

among us at present, and is doing some very ac-

ceptable preaching— !. A Miller, Stover, Va„ May

TEXAS.

Decatur.—Bro. J. F. Neher, of Saginaw, held

meetings for us on Friday night, May 7, and on

Saturday night, May 8. We also held a love feast,

the first ever witnessed at this place. We held it

at the New South schoolhouse. The house, as well

as the grounds, were filled with spectators. All ad-

mit that it was the grandest meeting ever held at

New South. Bro. Neher was assisted by Bro. John

Bowman, a deacon. On Sunday night Bro. Neher

preached an excellent sermon. He took his text

from I Cor. 1 : 25, " Because the foolishness of God

is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is

stronger than men."— Uriah Williams, Wise Co.,

Mjy 12.J OKLAHOMA TERRITORY.

Ingram. — The cotton crop will be somewhat

late, owing to the big rains on the last of March.

At Chandler, twelve miles east of us, a cy-

clone destroyed the whole town, killing nearly

twenty people. At Guthrie, thirty miles north-

west, there was a flood that washed away about

fifty houses and drowned many people. The last

happened on Friday morning, at

many were in bed asleep. Thu:

not at what hour, how soon, or

the summons may come. The worst thing is, n

to be prepared.—Lisaie Forney, Lincoln Co, May 5

clock, when

From Dryden, Ark.

With reference to the Lord's cause here, there

seems to be much to encourage the work at this

place. The people seem to accept the Word very

favorably, but what they will do in the way of put-

ting it to practice, remains to be seen.

I expect, the Lord willing, to begin my first se-

ries of meetings next Saturday, May 15, and will,

peihaps, from that time, enter more regularly into

the work, my purpose being, as early as possible, to

hold a series of meetings at each of my preaching

The Methodists are holding a series of meetings

in our little town and seem to be making almost a

"clean sweep " of it, but we hope to reap some of

the fruits, unless the parties change their mind.

May the Truth prevail! I am made to feel more

and more the great responsibility resting upon

those who are set apart to the ministry of the

Word. I have never heard so much talking under

the head of preaching, and so little Bible in my
life. It is wonderful what excitement may be

worked up, all in the name of religion, through such

preaching and the agency of the mourner's bench.

When will men cease to pervert the right ways of

the Lord? B. E. 1-Cbsle

May 12. __^______
From Pipe Creek, Md,

I am now engaged in the above named congrega-

tion. The work is pleasant, and the attendance is

good. I was permitted to spend one night with the

good people of Frederick,—the place to which

many minds are directed because of the forthcom

ing Conference, to be held at that place.

By the kindness of Dr. P. D. Fahrney I was per-

mitted to take a stroll over the grounds where our

people are expected to spend some time in deliber-

ation over matters pertaining to the interest of the

Master's work. The grounds are beautiful, and the

Committee of Arrangements are doing all they can

to be ready to make the people comfortable, who

come to attend the meeting.

The Tabernacle is a little different in shape and

style from anything we have had at previous meet-

ings, but I think it will render good satisfaction to

those who wish to be benefited by the business of

the meeting. The people of the city in general

seem to be ready to bid our people a hearty wel-

, the lidst.

I hope we will all do our part, so that the peo-

ple of Frederick and vicinity may not be disap-

pointed in their expectations. A. Hutchison.

Word from Cincinnati, Ohio.

of thtSo far as I know I am the only

Brethren church in this city, therefore, in my isola-

tion, I greatly feel the need of your prayers in my
behalf, to resist the many temptations one is sub-

ject to in a large city, separated from those of " like

precious faith." May I be " steadfast, immovable"

in the doctrine, as taught in Holy Writ, and prac-

ticed by the Brethren church.

Last Saturday, May 8, I was permitted to meet

with the b'ethren and sisters of the Hickory Grove

church, Ohio, at which time they held their love-

feast. To me it was a feast in its fullest sense.

Having had no privilege of attending preaching by

worthy to be seated at the "Table of the Lord."
And yet, should we not re j >ice, to have such a won-
derful " Savior," always willing to forgive our sins

when we ask him in faith believing?

I have been wonderfully blest by once more en-

gaging in the " ordinanres of his church." It

makes me forget self, and feel strong in the Lord.

Brethren, sisters, may I have the assurance of

your prayers, which will strengthen me to let the

light of Jesus shine through me in this wicked city?

A. F. Wine.
6no JVeave Buildincr.

From the Amwell Church, N. .1.

On Saturday, May 8, it was our privilege to

meet with the brethren of the Amwell church,

New Jersey, on their love feast occasion. Before

the meeting one brother was received into the

church by baptism. During the last few weeks
three have been added to the church,—two sisters

and one brother.

There were present at the meeting a goodly

number of members. They expressed themselves

as being much benefited and encouraged by the

meeting. There were also present a large number
of friends and visitors, not members of the Breth-

ren church. Their behavior and attention were

all th-t could be desired. The spirit of the en-

tire meeting, both on the part of members and

visitors, was that of Christian courtesy and refine-

ment,

Bro. J. C Reiff and wife, formerly of Juniata

College, are now located among these brethren

and are doing the pastoral work. Their efforts

are much appreciated and they seem encouraged

with the outlook. May the Lord bless the labors

of our brother and his companion; also the labors

of all our dear brethren and sisters!

Amos H. Haines.

Yale University, New Haven, Conn,, May 11,

From UronderBlev, Denmark.

April 15 I left my home to go to Sindal, to a

council-meeting, which was held at 11 A. M. At

2 P. M. we had a very good public meeting, and a

blessed love feast in the evening. Thirty four

members surrounded the Communion table, where

we remembered our Lord's suffering for us, and

where we felt he was even in our midst, blessing

us. Bro. Eskildsen was chosen to go to Thy,

and the writer to go east and northward, holding

meetings. I walked about eighteen miles, held

two meetings each day, and one each evening from

April 15 to 20. I also visited from house to house.

I called on a sick sister with whom a Communion

service was held. Two asked for baptism. The

meetings were all well attended, by attentive

hearers, notwithstanding a drenching rain. People

were much interested in hearing the glad tidings,

and asked for meetings again.

May our Lord so bless the work, both in Europe

and America, and all over the globe, that many

souls may be saved before it is too late. May all

our dear brethren and sisters in Christ faithfully

do their part to forward that great and noble work,

is my prayer! May our Lord bless us alll Amen.
C. Hansen,

April 2i,
f

From Hjorring, Denmark.

I attended our meeting in the Brethren's home

in Sindal April 15. We had a blessed meeting.

A brother was elected to the ministry. The writer

was chosen by the Brethren to go to our District

Meeting this year, held at Thy. At Hordum, Thy,

where I am writing this, I have held some meet-

ings. The attendance at our District Meeting

was not so large, because we had much rain. The

church is in peace and order, and the members

active. The churches in Denmark have no special

query to send to the Annual Meeting in America

this year. C. C. Eskildsen.

April 1Q.
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Orphanage Notes.

pie has officially notified all bishops in his

province to see that a priest be sent lo every

orphanage opened for Armenian orphans, and

instruct them an hour every day in their reli-

gion and church history. The Armenian bishop

here ha? not yet sent us a priest (or that pur-

pose, and if he should, we could not consist-

ently submit to his or the Patriarch's wish In

fact, we do not know of any orphanage in Tur-

key that will, and many have, of late, been
opened in the interior, with American money,
for the ingathering ol such destitute children.

We arc glad to state that the editor of a

s respect him, and the lit

f him when they misbeha*

eported after prayer eve

•s room during recess, or (what they dread
it) being deprived of their dessert.

-Yesterday, being Maundy Thursday, we
1 a love feast. All our twelve members,

eptio of

adea:

import;

Patriar

do II

:ised th

ing the

llllluci

patriots be more generous with their mom
themselves, and help to open such orpha

—A good sister in the United States, wh
encouraging us, writes that, judging frt

what we occasionally publish in the Gospi
Mkssenukw, the mission work in Asia Min
has been "smooth sailing," We have oft

thought that this might be the impression

many in our beloved Fraternity, and so \

wish lo remark that although, by the merci
of God, we have so far received great encoi

age men i, still the work has by no means bei

w thing," but as the gradual deve
the holy rite was explained an

led by Scripture reading and exhoi

I could realize bow, instead of d(

: greatly nearing the oi
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"Rhm Ml! of MOSBS,"
by H. L. Hastings, publisher, Boston, Mass.,
price, 15 cents, is a pamphlet containing thirty

pages, and is full of the fceen points, ir

fense of the Sacred Writings, for which th

thor is noted. A copy of this pamphlet should
be in the hands of every preacher in

brotherhood.

[ Fam

We forgei

]h'im_:I](-

tat Franklin Grove, 111, and the

impressions which crowded our

arts during that sacred season!

ber of our orphans has dwindled
down to twenty-two, three of them having left

yesterday and to-day (April 20). One was
Drrigible, the second was withdrawn by a

relative, and the third being scrofulous and
iffering very much with abcesses on the right

leg, that made him continually lame, was re-

ned 1

mountable diffi :ulties. We have found i

more agreeable to tel our Brotherhood th

success attending our work, than apprising

deiai of "the ir

faith." n this v e have endeavored imitate

toil and

workn an wh , after a lo

only to his wife and
children his e irnings smiles anc

in his bo

cheerfu

might n ar the f his be
es. Di

believ

Asia Mi nor mis SIOU, ll te any othe illusion

has not i s trials, danger 5, obstacles and diffi

This is RD'S work,

work pertaining lo him is free frorr crosses?
Those \ e day will come ere, wil

fully realize the experie ice of the great apos
abundant,

oft, in
j urneyings often, in penis by mine

own countrymen in pe Is by the be uhen, in

he city, in pen s among ialse breth-

and painfulness.

mgs ofte a; besid those things that are with-

out, that which cometh upon me daily, the
e of all the churchei

— it has been very gratifying to u;

substantial tokens of gratitude from 1

;iiy. A allhy
j

ing to do, foi

tleman seut our orphans last week, twenty
loaves of bread, another one tbirty-five bak-
lavous, another (a priest) fifty-three tahino-
Pitts, another, ten petes and one pound of
halwa, etc. These are Turl
known to our readers, but ve
our orphans! It shows that, ;

Armenians do not care if their

fed, clothed and educated, and
from further danger.

—Several Armenian ladies have kindly of-
fered their services for sewing purposes. We
have gladly and thankfully accepted them,
and thai lor two reasons,-for economy's sake!

There is continually

orphans, besides iheir need of

tear their garments, like other children.

—We have this day (April 12) the fu
ber of twenty-five orphans, and quit*

crowd il makes! Out of that number
ly have lost their parents in the late

As we have previously stated, the remaining
fifteen will hove to leave us, as " real " orphans
from the interior gradually come, unless the
board orders otherwise. Personally, we think

department ol our work, to have two k ods of
orphans— some of th se whose parents were
massacred, and some whose parents died a
natural death. The A:

age of Smyrna, thus combine;
ments, and are doing very nicely. They have
some thirty female orphans, and the Armeni-
an community is deeply interested in them,

—We have promoted our first orphan, Ha-
gop, having appointed him overseer, or super-
intendent of the children. He fulfills his du-

ural death. We

The
nd their parents all

by H. L Hastings
publisher, Boston, Mass., over 300 neatly

ted pages, and bound in stiff paper
e, 50 cents. The book is intended foi

family reading, and is filled with most excel
The papers are all short, anc

Itc

: .. It

Tiber of 1

A. J. F. Bel

cloth, 246 pp. Price, Sick

and Toronto: Funk
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rice, $t 00. New York, Lon
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EMLET.—In the bounds of the Lower Twin
Creek church, Preble Co., Ohio, May 3, 1807
Sister Nancy Emlet, aged 61 years, 11 months
and 26 days. She was a member of the Ger-
man Baptist Brethren church since 1862. She
was afflicted with heart dropsy since last July
She caUe'd for the elders and was anointed a
few days before she passed away. She died
fully misting in God. She leaves a sorrowing
husband, two sons and one daughter Funer-
al discourse by A. G. Crosswbite, assisted by

nd the from Gen.

Its

says, "struck off

the in

— Our Easter passed off very quietly, pr

ferring to give some pleasure to our orphai

on their Easter, which will take place tb

coming Sunday, April 25. They will have the

traditional lemb, colored eggs and Easti

cake, with a pie;

ter Monday or Tuesday. It is

the Greeks and Armenians wil

ceremony of feet-washing in

mony about 1

-We are progressing slowly in the Arme-
n language. Most of the words we learn

acquired by the orphans It is a beauti-

language, for us, at least. To those who
/e never beard it, the following sentences

1 perhaps be 01 interest: Panlouis (good
rning); inch besek (how are you); s/iadag-

hek shtnwrhagalyem (very well, thank you);

! ke ses (what do you say); lourgetsir (keep
t). Reading is very easy, for all letters

pronounced; but these are very hard and
plicated, and there are so many of them,
bining those that are found in all lan-

guages, labial, guttural, etc.

Further excavations have been made at

Ephesus, by Austrian archeologisis; among

ng emergency

vhite heat." They
nons preached by Dr. Pehrends in reply 1

the attacks that have lately been made upc
the Old Testament. Dr. Behrends is a sturd

and well-equipped champion, and he makes
powerful and conclusive argument, which pu>

ailed npletely

rout. His book
Old Testament

sion involving intricate technicalities, nor
it enter into those minute details which
only be appreciated by specialists. It is

dressed to all thoughtful men in pulpit

pew who, while they may

cians. Moreover, the book
readable, and the argument
the avoidance of a didact

3 appropriately i.amed, " The

3: IQ, latter clause. jonas Htm
ARNOLD.—In the Union City church, Ind.,

April 29, 1897, Sister Elizabeth Arnold (««
Welbaum) wife of Bro. Joseph Arnold, aged
73 yeais, 1 month and 29 days. D ceased was
jorn in Montgomery County, Ohio, Feb. ig,

(824. She was married to Joseph Arnold Way
8, 1843 To them were b rn s x daughters
ind two sons. One daughter preceded her to
he spirit land. Sister Arnold united with the
brethren church in 1816, and lived a faiihful

.nd consistent life Funeral services were
idd in the Brick church, cond cte 1 by Eld.
V K. Simmons, assisted by Bro. S. W. Bloch-
* EiTA Simmons.

JENNINGS.-At Middletown, Ind., May 4
897. Bro. George W. Jennings, aged 76 years,
month and 7 days. Sister Jennings rose ear-

r to prepare breakfast. Going into the room
ne found her husband dead. He died of

imatism of the heart,

i Jorden Feb. 2, 1843.

p:u and two cbildr

He wai

He le;

life. Services at Middletown church
by Brethren Henry Fadely and David Hoover.

Mark 13: 37. Interment at the Miller
cemetery. Florida J. E. Green.

FADELY.—Near Middletown, Ind., May 5,.

897. Mrs. Margaret Fadely, aged 88 years, 6
nonths and a few days. She was married to

Conrad Fadely in 1835. Of to ' ]

till She

se of ai

This 1

of men

1 defe: of

and practical ue to thousands

,
of city,

; i)f th.it r

,
that I

1 Girls' Orphan-

lurch of St. John," at Ephesus, are

ing else but the remains of an ancient mo
built by Asa I., Sultan of Aidin, in 1375.

is substantiated by new inscriptions, re

ly discovered. We have often wondere
we strolled inside that dilapidated buil

tCfari

nally l froir

ih,-n<.

,
requesting that an orphan be appoint-
named by us, whom they might call
etc. To avoid the expense of much let-

nting, we will here state that we very
1 question the wisdom of such a plan,
ng the reader to draw his or her own con-
on. There will be, for a very long time
many more donors than orphans. We
d much prefer that every contributor

should consider alt the orphans his or bers
and thus the interest will be spread on all the

i, and no unpleasant feeling will
being by the generous donors of the

1 orphan boy from the interior was
brought to us yesterday. We now have twen-
ty-three orphans. G. J. Fbrcken.
Smyrna. Asia Minor, April s-j.

He that hath many things to trust to, is

1
suspense which he should take hold of; but
here there is but one left, with what greed-
less will he clasp hold of that! God cuts

down worldly props, that we may make him

doubts and clear away any perpli

may have been caused by the recent

xpected attacks on the Old Testa-

t it will enable readers to converse in-

ly on the subject. It will put within

ch an effective weapon with which to

nilar attacks from whatever source

Christian home. This book ought to be read
by all of our ministers, and will probably give
them more substantial information on the sub-
ject than any book of its size published. It is

within the comprehension of any ordinary
reader. It may be ordered from the Mkssen-

oned ay be ordered

teen children,

)orn in Rock-
after she was-

Middletown, Ind.,.

... FALLEN * ASLEEP

KAUFFMAN.—At Waynesboro, Pa., April

, 1897, Sister Anna (Byers) Kauffman, wife
of Bro. Samuel Kauffman, aged 72 years, 6
months and 4 days. Deceased was sorely af-

flicted for more than a year. Her disease baf-
fled the most skillful treatment, and comm-

its insidious and deadly progress dur-
nonths of indescribable suffering, which

she bore with remarkable patience and Chris-

resignation. She was a devout and exem-
plary member of the church forty-four years,
"he was sympathetic, generous and ever ready
a minister to those in affliction or distress;
full of good works." She is survived by an

aged husband, with whom she shared the joys
id sorrows of fifty-three years of married
'e, eight children,— four sons and four daugh-
rs. Sermon preached by Bro. D, F. Stouffer,
sisted by brethren Wm. Koontz and D, M.
iker. c. R. Oellig.

FERGASON.—Near Ferrum, Va., of typhoid
fever, Amanda, daughter of Samuel Ferga-

n, aged 20 years. She was not a member of

y church, but an obedient, good girl. Like
iny others, she put off making that good

choice till it was too late. She leaves a father,
mother, nine brothers and sisters. Funer-

al by John O, Boone, from Matt. 24; 44,

the LutheraD church

ingbam County, Va
married she moved 1

where she resided until death,

Old church, by Bro. David Hoover. Text, Ps.

90: 12. Interment at the Miller Cemetery.

Florida J. E.Grben.

SHULER. — In the White Rock church,
Jewell Co., Kans , April 11, 1897, Sister Malin-
da S. Shuler, aged 60 years, 6 months and S

days. She was married to Christian Shuler in

Logan Co., Ohio, Feb. 26, 1857, and baptized in

1865. Five children blessed their' union. A
husband and one child preceded her to the

world. Two sons and two daughters are
left. Before her departure she called for the

ited. After holding a lit-

tle love feast with her, she felt fully resigned
the Lord. Funeral discourse by the writer

and Bro. S. L. Myers from Rev. 14: 13, and 1

Sam. 20: 18.
J. W. Jaruoe.

CRAIG. — In the Bachelor Run congrega-
Ind., May 5, 1897. Bro. Allen Craig,

days. Deceased wasaged 60

married Sept

are now livir

Hai H.Uiiilt.m.

:re bon
-three

; children. Se>

and four dau
ters. Bro. Craig and wife united with the
church in the spring of 1863, remaining a
faithful member for thirty-four years. He was
afflicted for a number of years. A short time
before he passed away he called for the eld-

nted. Fu
Bro. Solo

.rvices by
Blickenstaff. Tei

'o, 11. A. W. El

WOOD.—At Lost Nation, Iowa, May 3, 1897,

Stephen Wood, nearly 83 years of age. He
had been professor of mathematics in the-

Ohio University, and continued teaching for

forty years. He was pastor of the Sweden-
gian church, at Peoria, 111., in 1858-59, and
Galveston, Texas, for two years. Except
above four years he gave his services to

church for forty-five years, without com-
pensation except free-will offerings. He had
charge of the work in Iowa, in later years.
He traveled extensively, and being of a strong

irdent belie-

fu;

his missionary

as New York
Washington,

P. J. Boone, I he live again?

and Pennsylvania, a

Oregon and Californi:

man, being a great reader, and the author of
several books. Funeral discourse by the writ-

May s, frorn the words: " If a man die, shall

Chas. M. Yearout,
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igeles, Caf.— No. 338 South Han-

o. III 1S3 Thirteenth Place. Serv-

AiNM/UINObMbrS li " »

LOVE FEASTS.

THE GOSPEL MIESSEJSTca-SS..

B. L. CARTER, Oirard, 111.,

*IJ\bR'I.SEME:IVIS'»«

Justtltesaiue to-day, He isjusttlte

SSi^iillm

Dry Goods, Shoes, Etc.

Teeter's Commentary

The prices on this popular and

liable Commentary have now been
duced to the following:

Cloth Binding, I

Half Leal
Half Morocco,

Address: Bke , I'm,

Baltimore City Church.

blinding actiuroh

Do You Sing?
ff so, have you examined the Brethren Sun-

day School Song Book? It is a well-arranged

and carefully-selected collection of songs suita-

ble for the Sunday School, Prayer Meeting or

Si>u;il (.athering.

Thousands of them have been sold, and to

introduce the book this offer is made to Sun-

day School Superintendents and Choristers.

Order a copy, either round or shaped notes,

accompanied with 35 cents, the retail price,

and we will send the book and a coupon good

for 35 cents on the first dozen books or-

dered at the regular price, $3,60 per dozen pre-

paid. Address:

) Ohlppewa valley, Wis.

Bk

Europe and Bible Lands.

Not all can go to foreign lands and see for

themselves the many interesting sights prt

sented to the observant traveler. Many hav

ter time nor means to spend in that diret

and yet they would like to know somi

thing about the world at large. To such w
recommend " Europe and Bible Lands.

With those who are interested in Bible study

this work will always remain a favorite.

Those who have read the ordinary book of

travel will be surprised to find " Europe and

Bible Lands" of thrilling interest for both old

and young, Those who have not yet secured a

copy of the work should embrace this opportu-

nity of securing it. Price, in fine cloth binding,

only $1.25 per copy, post-paid. To agents who

are prepared to push an active canvass of the

work, we are willing to give special induce

ments. Address this office for further particu

Doctrinal Outlines

Is a book of 77 closely-printed pages that i

growing in favor wherever it is known. It is

irk for ministers, Sunday school workers an

lers, containing outlines on the following

storical, Doctrinal, Missionary, Secret Soc

es, Homiletics, Revivals, The Sunday School

The Home.
It is highly prized in Smyrna. (See page 41

Messenger.) Order soon, as the numbei

1 hand is limited. Price, paper cover I'

:nts; cloth, 25 cents, prepaid.

Brethren Publishing House,

Mt. Morris, 111

Classified Minutes of Annual Meeting.

Not all the members of our church have

that perfect knowledge of our principles, that

desirable. Others there are who are

acquainted with the church as it exists

who would like to know something of her pasl

history, as regards her gradual growth and de>

velopment. In fact, all who are interested in

the welfare of the church, that is so dear

of us, should have access to a complete

pilation, such as is found in the "Classified

Minutes ot Annual Meeting," with the appi

dix, containing the Minutes up to the yeai

1802. We sell this work at only $1.50 for clotb

binding. Be sure to send for a copy while the

supply is still on hand, Those who have th<

old edition of the " Classified Minutes," car

rave the "Appendix" in separate blndlnf fm

Our Publications.

Children at Work.—Weekly; well-illustra-

d; contains the Sunday school lesson, with
cplanation, etc., adapted to the understanding

small children. No better publication can
e found for the little boys and girls of oar

Sunday schools,

The Qospel Messenger.— A large, religious

weekly,—published in the interest of the Breth-
ren or German Baptist church and their only
recognized rhurch organ. Price, $1.50 per

The Young Disciple.—An illustrated week-
ly for the young. This is one of the most in-

teresting Sunday school papers published, and
should be used in all the schools within reach

of our people.

Brethren's Family Almanac—Every fam-
ily should have this Almanac; complete to ev-

ery way. Price, per copy, 10 cents; special

terms to energetic agents.

Brethren's Quarterly.—Prepared for all ad
vanced classes. It contains the lessi n- text,

and a complete explanation of th: lesson

throughout. In preparing this quart ily we
keep constantly in view the needi

Brotherhood, and aim to fully adapt i

the

Well Pleased with the
Song Book.

For 35 cents we will send a copy of the above

named book and a coupon for same amount,

which will be accepted for 35 cents on first or-

der of 12 or more books at $3.60 per dozen pre-

paid. Address:

Brethren Publishing House,
Mt. Morris, 111.

The Doctrine of the Brethren Defended.

We are admonished by the apostle to give a

reason to every man of the hope that is in us.

Often we are interrogated upon points of

church doctrine on which we cannot give the

iesired information, and would be glad to

Know just where to get it. " The Doctrine of

the Brethren Defended " contains a complete

exposition of the Faith and Practice of the

Brethren, the Divinity of the Holy Spirit, Im-

mersion, Feet-washing, the Lord's Supper, the

Holy Kiss, Non-conformity, Secret Societies,

etc. Price, per copy, cloth binding, $1.25; to

ministers, #1.00. Address this office for further

particulars concerning terms to agents.

Texas' Big Berry Crop.

shipped north. Apply to I

James T. Quinlan,

SHIPPING & COMMISSION MERCHANT
305 S. Charles St., Baltimore, Md.
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Windsor
European Hotel,

TRIBUNE BLOCK,

145 to 153 Dearborn St. S. Gregstbn, Prop

CHICAGO, ILL.

Hoineseekers* Excursions via

Santa Fe Route.

Peorja, 111,, tor aeiorlptlva

Woolner Building

Juvenile Quarterly.—Prepared especially

for the intermediate classes. This is one of the

neatest, and best illustrated quarterlies pub-

lished, The pictures are selected with great

care, and every lesson isillustrated, The little

folks are delighted with It,

SIokIo lubicrlption, per rear U CflDli

Sunday School Supplies.—We keep any
thing that Is used in Sunday school work,

Write us for prices on goods not adver-

tised here,

Sunday School Reward Cardi.—Our stock

of cards is large and presents a variety

in styles and prices so as to please all,

Please send us a trial order and be con*

1,16 Ko«r D ..!..., V. """>«'"•<"">'",

»* Krctr.d .e.tr.On•.«•«",

unw..p. ami 1 lower., ..,.«,...

,"S «"S l'.pTS ,-,o„,-r,

§§:dl§

One, alia a>iiSK, . .

a.oape, am tmsx, .

FIB PACKUS OF 50 (MBD8.

000" The G em,"MB .a.lralO.rda.MD..

iiSj* Land o.pe.nd

kUI OF m Midi,

aorlptnre r ta, red or old.,...

Other Help*.—We are prepared to furnish

Bible Dictionaries, Commentaries, Maps, and

Bibles of every description. Always write n>

before ordering elsewhere.

When ordering cards be sure to give num-

ber and price as well as the name, so that there

may be no mistake.
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A GRAND SUCCESS!

...THE FOURTH...

Great Northern Excursion!

NORTH DAKOTA.

LANDS
...Land Department...

Northern Pacific Railway Co

Prairie Ljn(ls^£|3."
d

Lands trill never hr chtuprr than

The Fourth Annual Excursion of Home-

seekers i" North I lakota under the auspices of

the Great Northern Railway left Chicago

March 30th, and by accessions on leaving St,

Paul, the party numbered 1.457. This was

the largest train of actual settlers ever moved

at one lime by any railway in ihe world.

The excursion of iS,/. numbered 1,000; the

excursion of iS^s numbered over 450; the ex -

the number lias increased, indicating the gen-

eral satisfaction of the Brethren with North

Dakota, as there arc now settlements at seven-

teen different points along the Great Northern

Railway.

the purpose of the underpinned to send smn
Parties of settle. ha! Sum who desire I

pick out free government homesteads nr 1

buy farms on ilie crop payment plan. Persor
who wish to join these parties, or want inform!

lion about North Dakota, are invited to writ

for publications and full particulars.

MAX BASS,

320 South Clark St. Chicago, 111.

"Wra,n.tecL I

sini:t;i\i; i\iisui,iiisim:i; y, hoiks •

PITZRR HOUSE SLSSSS

Stop Chewing and Smoking Tobacco

!

$500

:

FREE HOMESTEADS

LIGNITE pOAL^ni,,"! "Oo 11.. s„„ u«,»

OUR ILLUSTRATED LAND PRIMERS
N.,^21,22 hii.144, will, ,,,.,,,. 1,„| r,,.. 1 ,,

HALF FARES ',Z

A FID. Tr„
M, 1:1 II 1

In Central North Dakota

FREE Government Land, Crop Payme
Land, Railroad Land, at $3 to $5 per

Acre, on Ten Years' Time,
Interest, 6 per cent.

Wells, Foster and
...Eddy Counties

umerous Public Schools, Healthy Clii

Good Water, obtainable at from iS to
;

feet, black-loam Soil with clay Sub-
soil, Railroad Competition.

May 22, 1897,

ANNUAL MEETING

GERMAN BAPTIST

BRETHREN

Frederick, Md.
June 3 to 10, 1S97.

German Baptist Church at Carringto

with a Nice Churchhouse
Free of Debt.

O. W. MOTT,
Emigration AgSDt, N. P. K"y Cc

ST. PAUL, MINN.
WM. H. PHIPPS.

New Brethren Colony,

MOUNT MORRIS,
Morrison County, Minnesota.

/Vo Free Lands hut the Best Lands iti

Minnesota at Low Prices mid
on Easy Terms

!

He'll be There.

ro. A.M. T. Miller, of Pickreil, N
ably known to our Breth

Annual Conference at Frederick, Md.
full anil reliable information conci

Nebraska and kindred topics. See him!

II be

TO LOAN

Morrli, 111.; Daulol I

Victor Headache Specific.

CURES ~i^ourSaS

;:;ll
!

;ii!-§P#:::;fTEN-CENf

Special Train via Baltimore & Ohio
Railroad will Leave Grand Cen-

tral Passenger Station, Chi-

cago, Friday, June 4,

at 3; 30 P. M.

THE BALTIMORE t OHIO R. R.

CHICAGO to FREDERICK
AND RETURN,

June 2, 3, 4,

GOOD TO RETURN UNTIL JUNE

CANCER AND TUMORS .',:,,;

25 Cents for Butter

.ZERO CREAMERY...
With WATER alone.

n
ZERO CREAMERY CO.,

why N0Trr^r.c
:

"We call special

passed facilities in procuring for oar readers
4uy book published, at especially low price.,

In ordering books always give title of book,

author and publisher,

A Special Train.

Through to Frederick without
Change.

The Baltimore & Ohio Railroad

THE ONLY DIRECT LINE

Two Fast Limited Vestibuled Trains

ONLY ONE NIGHT OUT.

Sleeping Car Berths.



The Gospel Messenger.
"SET FOX THE DEFENCE OF THE GOSPEL."—Phil, .

Vol. 35. Mount Morris, III., May 2'.), 1897.

The Gospel Messenger,

BRETHREN PUBLISHING HOUSE,
Mount Morris, Illinois.

TABLE OF CONTENTS.

Vmcca Irom India. By lu „-w odd Wide 1. .

BSSAV DEPARTMENT.-

°^V:tl!£!."SVb'
*

THK SUNDAY SCHOOL.

-

. By I. J. Ro>. lUtfRLT . . ;,.

THK YOUNG PEOPLE.-

GENERAL MISSIONARY At D TRACT DE ENT.-

" L
G

,

l"'McD=n"°h'""°
.ml So., the ' " '-•" Dy

lion. By Lliilt

"TuLZ^ZIr^BtH Poor. By 1 ,„B»ct.«L. ..*

^EDITORIAL + MISCELLANY^

A very disgraceful affair occurred in the House
of Representatives, at Springfield, this State, one

afternoon last week. In the excitement of debate

and contention over the speaker's rulings, a wooden

inkstand was hurled at the speaker, striking one of

the members in the face, and inflicting a painful

wound. This was followed by an attempt to drag

the speaker from his stand. In a little while the

whole house was in a tumult, and a half hundred

excited lawmakers were massed near the stand,

seemingly ready for something worse than hot

words. Coats were drawn and a single blow would

have precipitated a fight. But the dignified men
began to realize their mistake, retired to their seats,

and presently adjourned. When law makers per-

mit themselves to be thus thrown off their guard,

what may we not expect of the common people!

This iliustrates the weakness of humanity, however

well it may be encased in broadcloth and fine linen.

At best there is little dependence to be placed in

the fleshly man, especially so when not assisted by

the grace of.God. Great men are not always wise,

nor are all law-makers just the best of law abiding

citizens. They will make their mistakes as well as

others.

There is a story going the rounds of the papers

that contains an excellent moral. It relates to a

spectacle in Ohio, and is that of a store, fully

stocked and regularly opened for business, from

which nothing is ever sold. It appears that the

proprietor was in business before the war and had a

good trade. During the war prices went up, but he

sold at small profits and continued to prosper.

But with the proclamation of peace came the sud-

den collapse of values, and it found him with a

Urge stock on hand. He had made a small fortune

and was not pressed for money, so he held on to

his stock, hoping that there would be a rebound of

puces. But the rise has never come. The old

man would not recognize the logic of the situation,

and firmly refused to sell his goods at a loss. He
has opened his store every business day for more
than thirty years, and has kept his goods in order,

but no customer ever enters. He has on his shelves

goods which cost him sixty cents, which can now
be bought at retail for five cents, but he will not

sell them below cost. The eccentric old man has

no relatives, and does not appear to relish advice

from friends. He leads the life of a hermit and

spends his time contentedly among his goods, and

not worrying over the absence of customers. He
believes implicitly that prices will yet go up to the

old figure, and he declares that he can afford to

wait. This reminds us of some people who cannot

be induced to adjust their religious expediencies to

suit the times in which they live. They think that,

because Sunday schools were not in use in their

early day, they are unnecessary now. They also

view missionary work and city missions from the

same standpoint, and were they to have their own
way, thousands of people, who now have the Gos-

pel preached to them, would be ignorant of the

pardoning grace offered by Jesus.

There are thirteen branches of Presbyterians in

this country, whereas there is no necessity of more

than one. They afe so near alike that it seems a

matter of foolishness for Ihem to be thus separated,

The largest body is the Cumberland. They arc

now holding their Conference at Eagle Lake, Ind.

It is said to be largely attended and full of interest

The newly-elected Moderator is Dr. Sheldon Jack-

son. He is a man of some age, and has had wide

experience as a missionary and preacher. He
spent many years laboring in nearly all parts of

the West, building up and organizing l'resbyte

churches. He is reported to have organized

loo churches, and, in order to accomplish the work

entrusted to him, has traveled about (.09,000 miles

Much of this traveling was done in stage or or

mule-back. He also did no small amount of trav-

eling on foot. He is held in very high esteem by

his people. The amount of work accomplished'by

this aged preacher might well put to shame si

of the younger men who are seeking the soft pi;

among the wealthy churches. And what is said of

other preachers along this line may apply to not

few of those among us. We have too many mt

seeking the easy places, where everything rui

smoothly and very little work is to be done, The:

are not the men to come to the front. They a

not made of the right material.

A close observer says that General Grant had

two faces, and each one represented a differed sid(

of his life. By placing a sheet of paper over one

half of his face, where there is a front view and th<

photograph is good the other half will reveal ;

man quite different from that shown when the oth

er side of the face is viewed. Be this as it may

it is well known that, while Grant was a great

military genius, he nevertheless loved peace and

detested war. He was on the side of peace

the side of war, as the occasion demanded, hi

the suggestion regarding the two faces. But Grant

was a man of emergency. An opportunity arose

and that called out and developed his greatness a

a military leader. Had it not been for the war, h

would, doubtless, have lived and died, engaged ij

the ordinary pursuits of life. He never knew him

self that he possessed rare military genius. From
a worldly standpoint he remained, for years, an
"uncut diamond." What is said of him, from a

military point ( f view, may be said of others re-

specting their spiritual capacity. All over our

Brotherhood are li uncut diamonds," with no prac-

tical eye to discover and bring them forth. They
are men of emergency. When opportunities pre-

sent themselves, these men may come to the front,

and when we see and admire their work, we shall

wonder that they were not discovered before. As a

rule, such men come from the common walks of

life. There is no royal ruad to greatness, cither in

the kingdom or out of it. God made these dia-

monds, and, when occasion demands it, he knows
just where to put his finger on them. At the right

moment he put his finger on Abraham, Moses and

David, and, as the years go by, he will call out oth-

er men of rare skill and special ability.

There are said to be in Cuba several thousand

citizens of the United States in a distressed condi-

tion. Before the war many, if not most of them,

were in well-to-do circumstances, and not a few were

quite wealthy. But General Weiler, the command-
er of the Spanish forces, ordered all the inhabitants

in the rural districts to leave their homes and

take up their abode in the cities, so as to furnish no

shelter or supplies for the Cubans. Most of the

country buildings have been burned and the coun-

try left desolate. The people, thus taken from

their homes and crowded into the cities, have no

way of making a living, and many of them are on

the verge of starvation. People who once lived in

luxury, and still own Urge plantations, are now
among the destitute. This Government has decid-

ed to take care of her own people, and, for that

purpose, 550,000 is to be used at once. Some of

them will be cared for in Cuba, while others will be

brought to the United States. With the distress re-

ported in Cuba, India, and along the Mississippi, in

connection with the war in Greece, the disturbance

in Crete, an insurrection or two in South America,

and another in Africa, we must confess that the

world is not in a very encouraging condition. Add
to all this the constant preparations for war among
all the civilized nations, and we are led to con-

clude that if "wars and rumors of war" mean any-

thing in this case, the "end" spoken of in the

Scriptures, cannot be very far distant.

The Independent has this to say of the defeated

Arbitration Treaty: "The Senate has killed the Ar-

bitration Treaty. Its action is exasperating. It

would have been discouraging, too, if Arbitration

itself were killed. The principle lives, but the par-

ticular plan for its application is remorselessly sac-

rificed. It was an admirable plan, drawn with

great skill, secured with great difficulty, and wel-

comed with great applause. The Senate brings it

all to naught, and for no good reason. Its whole

course of dealing with it has been exasperating. It

was detained in committee, it was delayed in the

general debate, it was on the shelf when the regular

session ended; it was taken down and delayed and

debated, and debated and delayed in the special

session until the people got tired waiting for the

final result. It was amended almost to the limits

of possibility, and so reduced in merit that some of

its warmest friends felt indifferent as to its fate,

and then it was killed. And most of the delay,

much of the debate and many of the amendments

were needless, and most needless of all was the re-

jection,"
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-ESSAYS

SUBSTITUTION.

Whfn some beloved voice that was to you

Both strength and sweetness faileth suddenly,

And silence, against which you dare not cry,

Aches round you like a strong disease and new,

—

What hope? what help? what music will undo
That silence to your sense? Not friendship's sigh;

Not reason's subtle count; not melody
Of viols nor of pipes that Faunus blew;

Not songs of poets, nor of nightingales

Whose hearts leap upward thro' the cypress trees

To the clear moon; nor yet the spheric laws

Self chanted, nor «he angels' sweet all-hails

Met in the smile of God-nay, none of these.

Speak thou, avai'ing Christ!—and lill this pause.
—E. li. llrowning.

THE ANNUAL MEETING.

Gospel Authority for. — The Moderator. — The
Delegates. —Improvements Suggested. - Sun-

day at Confcrence.-Annual Meeting

Etiquette and other Points.

Annual Meeting.—dospel Authority for, and what At

Ihority Is Delegated to the Conference.

Every local church, when fullv organized, has

full authority' within herself to transact all busi-

ness that may arise in relation to her members.
But if a question should arise as to principles of

church government, which interest the General

Brotherhood, or difficulties between members of

the church that they think they lick wisdom to ad
just, they may appeal to Annual Meeting for coun-
sel, or for help through assist .nee by com-nittees.

Gospel authority for the above procedure is

claim -d from Acts 15. When the perplexing ques-

tion of circumcision, and keeping of the law of

Moses was agitated at Antioch, when even Paul and
Barnabas could not satisfy them that it was not
necessary to circumcise the Gentile converts, " they
determined that Paul and Barnabas, and certain

other of them, should go up to Jerusalem unto the

apostles and elders about this question." And
when the apostles and elders, with the whole church
at Jerusalem, made their decision, they sent it back
to Antioch by the hand? of Paul and Barnabas,
and chosen men of their own company, to deliver

legislative

it if 1

the stlc

Thus the question which had been disturbing th
apostolic church so much, especially in relation to
the Gentile converts, received a final settlement.

The Brethren have always held the above as a
Gospel precedent for our Ainual Meeting, hence
they have thought it would be well for the whole
Brotherhood, by her representatives, to meet once
a year to adjust such matters as may arise from
time to time in the local congregations, and thus
keep a union of sentiment in the entire body. Let
every congregation work independent of the others,
and of th

more a united body
the result. Hence
entire Brotherhood

retain that unity of

highly necessary ir

political or

As to th

a general, and we will be no
but Congregationalism will be
e see the great necessity of the

ccasionally meeting, in order to

entiment and practice which is

in all organized bodies, whether
astical.

irity delegated to the Conference,
' organized body than the local

r, and whenever a fully and le-

hurch meets for business, she
'" upon whatever business may

there is no highe

church. Whereve
gaily-organized c

stands ready to en

come before her, but if all the local church.,
congregations see fit to send chosen men to meet in

a body, that body of members is fully authorized
to do business in behalf of the congregations that
sent them, but since there is no organized body
outside of the local churches, their first business al-

ways is to organize by electing the necessary offi-

cers, in order to legally and properly conduct the
meeting. It is true that the officers of our Annu-
al Meeting are considered in office until the new

ones are appointed at next meeting, but the first

business of every Annual Meeting or Standing
Committee of Annual Meeting, is, to reorganize be-

fore entering upon the business committed into

their hands Our Annual Meeting is not a legisla-

tive body that is, it has no authority to make law,

The law is already made by a Perfect Law-giver,

and is said to be a " perfect law of liberty." James
1:25.

But while Annual Meeting is

body, it is a judiciary body, that

authority to interpret law, and to adopt means and
methods by which certain principles, contained in

the law. may be more fully observed and carried in-

to practice. It was decided by Annual Meeting of

1883. Art. 4, "that all decisions of Annual Meeting
shall be the rule of all the churches." Hence, if

decisions of Annual Meeting are made the rule by
which all the churches are to be governed, it will

surely bring all into union of sentiment and prac-

tice. Sometimes Annual Meeting only gives ad-
vice, which some construe to mean that we can take

'e please, or we can treat it with indifference,

please. 1 hold,—and I believe I am righ',—
that it is always safe to take advice of Annual
Meeting, but it is not always safe to do what Annual
Meeting allows us to do. For illustration, we refer

the reader to Annual Meeting, 1866, Art. I, as found
in "Classified Minutes," page. 268. If we do not
take advice of Annual Meeting, or do not do what
it recommends, we do it on our own responsibility,

and must abide the consequences, and the Annual
Meeting has cleared herself from all censure.

Annual Meeting does not generally exercise ex-

ecutive power, and when she does, it is mostly
through committees sent by her. When commit-
tees are sent by Annual Meeting to local churches,

their decisions are always presented to the church

for acceptance or rejection. If the majoiity of the
church accepts, it is then the decision of the
church, as well as of the committee, and may be en-

forced, but if their decision is rejected by the ma-
jority of the church, they then report back to An-
nual Meeting, through Standing 'Committee, and if

Meeting accepts of their decision, they are

then sent back to said church, to carry out their

decision, and, if necessary, expel the majority, and,

in some cases, may possibly expel a whole church
In such instances as the above the Annual Meeting
does indirectly exercise executive power.

The Annual Meeting is the highest tribunal cf

the Brotherhood. There is no appeal from her de
cisions. But if any congregation thinks a decision

is not in harmony with Gospel principles, it may be
sent back to Annual Meeting through District

Meeting for reconsideration and change, if thought
necessary, but it cannot be changed independent of

the General Conference. All business must first

be presented to the whole body of the meeting,

passed by unanimous consent. But if there

any objections offered, it must then be decided by
a two-third vote of the Standing Committee
delegates.

Mt. Morris, III,

ble time by bringing at once properly before themeeting the import and intentions of the pane
After he entertains a motion, he should allow /
marks on the motion only, that is, he should re
quire the speakers to give reasons why the m0t j0n
should or should not prevail,

In assigning the floor to a speaker, he should be
as impartial as possible. If more than one will
rise at once to obtain the floor, he should recogni Ze
the one whose voice he first heard, by calling Up0n
him to state his name. After that, the moderator
should repeat his name to the assembly, and should
rule that no one is legally entitled to the floor, or at
liberty to speak on the question until his name has
been announced to the assembly by the moderator.
These few simple rules, strictly adhered to, will en-
able the moderator to be very helpful to the Annu-
al Meeting. He will also do well to remember that
it is not in order for him to take si^es, discuss
questions, or make or second any motion while
acting as moderator.

Delegate:

influence of the local church and of the Dis-

nd Annual Conference, is reciprocal and
ed largely by the tfficiercy of the delegates

They are an index to the work
id Districts they represent, and
character of Conference work
jlds the future church; hence the

qualified for the work assigned

lould the

of the

they 1

which, in

great nee

them

1. He should be i

we mean titrity of h

high ideal of Christ

partment of churcl

his voice and vote

good man, and by this ten

irt and life, accompanied by
in development, in every di

work. Without this elemer

ill not hasten the comine c

The Moderator Mis Duties.

1, It is his duty to be in his place, and call the

house to order, promptly at the time appointed,

both in Standing Committee room and in the An-
nual Meeting proper.

2, He should keep order, decide who is entitled

to the floor, keep the speaker to the subject, decide
when his time has expired, when the discussion

shall close, take the vote, and announce the result.

3, He should ever be on the alert, to keep prop-
erly before the assembly the real point at issue.

He should use much discretion in deciding when to

entertain a motion. No matter how many motions
are offered, he should entertain none until the mer-
its of the paper before the meeting have been suf-

ficiently brought out.

To reach this to best advantage, he should, after

he has put a paper before the meeting, immediate- 1 institutions of charity, and seek out the best meth-
ly call upon the delegate. This often saves valua- 1 ods to utilize the ministry and every power of the

the glorious and spotless church of Eph. 5: zy.

2. All the Christian graces should abound in him,
and not merely find room to exist, if his work is to
" bear fruit unto eternal life."

3 Delegates to the first Conference at Jerusalem
were full of the Holy Ghost —a filling much need-
ed today. While it is needful to guard the case,

or external, we should look well to the quality of

the filling. Then we can look for speeches and de-

cisions that have the true Gospel ring. AH true

conformity comes from within, and any course that

reverses this law proves destructive and ruinous.

4. He should be able and willing to study not on-

ly the questions he carries to the Conference, but

every question to come before him for action, until

he grasps its truth, and can intelligently express it

to others.

5. As it is the purpose of the church to have all

her work and decisions harmonize with the Gospel,

the delegates should know the Scriptures, the de-

cisions now in force, and be able to weigh argu-

ment, discerning between noise and logic, truth and
error. To this end a prayerful, studious and busi-

ness turn of mind is needful.

0. He must be a man of convictions and enough
courage to stand by them with the faith of James,
the boldness of Peter, the zeal of Paul, and the love

of John. Men who talk and vote to be popular, or

are so steadfast in self, and customs either old or

new, that truth will not move them, make unprofita-

ble delegates.

HIS DUTIES.

1. The first requirement is a cheerful submission

to the will of the body electing him,—regarding his

choice not as a matter of honor above others, but

an opportunity for needful service.

2. He should acquaint himself with the views

and business of his congregation and District, with

the rules governing the work to be done, and faith-

fully represent said views before the Conference.

3. It is his duty to study the needs and possibil-

ties of the church in the various departments of

missionary work, and also along the line of educa-

tional work, Sunday school work, church literature,
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possit

nd sight-seeing,

upplied and he

pla

that her needs may bi

abilities met.

should be in his place at the opening of

,he firs', last
'
and ev"y

dose. Visitii

when work is to be done.

c, When a delegate has something of importan

to say, and no one has already said it for him, it is

his duty to say that, and no more. If ever " silence

Is nolden," it is in Conference, when all the light

needful for a correct answer has been thrown on a

question.
HIS RESPONSIBILITIES.

That delegates are responsible, is not a question,

but to what exttnt and how fitly his responsibilities

are realised, are questions for thought The first is

measured by the character of the body he repre-

sents, the importance of the work entrusted to him,

and his capabilities to do it, and we believe a dele-

gate realizes the responsibilities of his p-sition,

when we see him doing his work carefully and faith-

fully, as he must give an account to God and the

church, whose servant he is. Using Ihis standard

of measurement, what delegate can look lightly, or

with a selfish interest, upon his appointment, or

tre.it with neglect the work entrusted to him?

The delegate represents not only the noblest in-

stitution of earth, but a cause resting on principles

that are divine and eternal. The kingdi

whose authority he acts, is dignified, gloi

everlasting, and the work he does carries

sacredness and resoonsibility

its holy character. He is to think, pi

vote for the peace of this kingdom an

double-quick march against every ev

without her borders. We need a more perfect

folding of the truth Jesus gave the church for

saving of the world, and delegates are largely

tible for the work. If they dose the door

ligation, they shut out the light of truth, dr

some of the best talent from our ranks, lower

standard of intelligence in the church, and turn

wheels of progress backward

the delegates on Standing Committee responsible

for efficient officers to direct the work of the meet-

ing, and for competent men on the committees

they appoint. If they select men with reference to

goodness and experience only, and a failure follows in

the line of their work, the delegates must carry the

responsibility, and not the man who did the best

he could, and still failed because he lacked adapta-

tion. Delegates from the local churches are re-

sponsible for rejecting the right, and accepting the

wrong in the answers and appointments of the

Standing Committee, for they are greatly in the

majority, besides, every question should stand or

fall on its merits, and not on the influence of its ad-

vocates. Disregarding this principle will add quan-

tity but not quality to the minutes.

May the delegates of 1897 have such conceptions

of their duties and responsibilities as will enable

them to make the coming Annual Conference one

that will speak effectually for Christ and the

church.

Elkhart, Ind.

111. WHAT THEY SHOULD TAKE ALONG,

1. The prayers, support, and best wishes of their

home church.

2. A meek and gentle disposition.

3. A strong desire to help advance the interests

of Christ's kingdom.

A willingness to listen to a brother's speech,

though it may not express his own ideas.

5. The spirit, wisdom, and grace of God.

6. The Bible. No delegate or member of Stand-

ng Committee ought to enter the business sessions

of Conference without his Bible, I would be atraid

to trust myself, family, and interests, to be taken

across the ocean in a ship whose pilot has no com-

pass. I am more afraid of a body of men that may
undertake to pass upon questions concerning my
eternal interests, and do ii without the great spirit-

ual compass,—the Bible, Let us have the open Bi-

ble before us. Do not trust to memory. There

has never been a time when the open Bible was

needed more than now.

Lanark. III.

Improvements.

souls that we have 1

vine nature. The n

pect others to bear w
no longer do that

men of God whom t

339

made partakers of the di

ke too often is that we ex

our infirmities. We shouli

should step higher,—"b
: controls." " If we live ii

the Spirit, let us walk in the Spirit." This

us a Pentecostal reunion, that will give

gladness to all the brethren.

Broadway, Va.

Sunday at Annual Meeting.

'ill give
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How
to get
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'ithin and

ch hold'

Delegates 1 Annual Meeting.

BENNETT TROUT.

i. They should be men of piety and devotion,

sound in faith and practice.

2. They should be in sympathy with the best in-

terests of the church.

3. They should be advance thinkers, yet conserv-

ative enough to avoid getting into worldly ways

and using worldly means.

II. WHAT THEY SHOULD LEAVE AT HOME WHEN GO-

ING TO ANNUAL MEETING.

1. All prejudice and bias of mind.

2. All selfishness and self-conceit.

3. All bigotry and superstition.

4. All self-will and stubbornness.

1 by al

of tht

mprove our Annual Meetings so as

ritual good out of them?

Let all who attend Annual Meeting do as

Abraham,— leave temporal things and self behind

and go to the place of meeting to worship God.

2. Let the supreme purpose of the Meeting be

the promotion of brotherly love and union, to the

glory of God and the extension of his kingdom.

3. Let a more careful and prayerful preparation

of the business for Annual Meeting be made at

home, in the home churches, and District Meetings,

4. Let no one go up to Annual Meeting with the

determination to carry his convictions through at

any cost.

5. Let all churches having matter of " dissen-

sion," that can not be settled in any other way,

have a " Paul and Barnabas " " to go up to Jerusa-

lem unto the apostles and elders about this ques-

6 Let more Christian courtesy be sh-

toward each other, especially by the offi'

Meeting toward the delegates, in Conference.

7. Let no one speak on any matter before Con-

ference, simply because he has something on his

mind, or because he can get a hearing, and thus de-

tain the Meeting by more or less irrelevant matter.

8. " If any man speak, let him speak as the ora-

cles of God'' should be the rule in Conference, re-

membering that the church has a history, and is

connected with the past as well as the present, and

better to "edify,"" to strengthen the

things that remain," than to use "words without

9. Queries of a similar import, and which have

been decided, time and again, by Conference, should

be explained and applied by the churches ct home,

and by the District Meetings, and thus save Annu-

al Meeting much unnecessary labor.

10. Explanations on queries should not be given

unless absolutely necessary, and then only briefly,

as too much valuable time is consumed sometimes

in this way.

11. There should be no traffic on and around the

grounds at Annual Meeting, excepting what is for

the health and comfort of the body, and food for

the soul. A few years past, in some respects, An-

nual Meeting has been made to assume, by outside

parties, too much the character of a worldly exhi-

bition. ' The tendency of such things is to detract

the mind from spiritual things, and to fix the atten-

tion on the things of this world. We should heed

the Word which siys, " If ye. then, be risen with

Christ, seek those things which are above, where

Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your

affection on things above, not on things on the

earth."

12. There should be more sanctity in all the work

of Annual Meeting. A deep religious feeling that

carries with it the spirit of meekness and brotherly

love and forbearance, are evidences in our own

joy

Owing to the influence of Annual Meeting, on

the present and future of the church, it should be

strictly a religious meeting in all its' characteristics.

This great annual gathering does much toward

moulding the standard of the churches at home,

and no other day has greater influence for good or

evil than the Lord's Dry. It is a day in which all

business is suspended and dismissed from the mind,

and it should, therefore, be spent exclusively in

holy worship.

There should be at least three preaching services

during the day, and one in the evening, in the tab-

ernacle, and, if necessary, arrangements should be

made tor overflow meetings. It would be well for

those, who arc expected to do the preaching, to be

notified of it some days before the meeting, so that

their messages for the people,

to deliver their messages, I do

not mean that brethren should write their sermons,

but I do mean that they should have a very clear

idea of what they will present to the people, and in

preparing themselves for their work I do not mean

they can

d fit the

they shall pract

that they h

i necessary to p

heir gestures or oratory, but

of devotion, for I do not be-

hould enter the sacred stand

1 season of private devotion,

ter once said to me, " It is just

ire yourself to deliver the mes-

to prepare the message " Very lew of

rs do themselves justice at Annual

the sacred stand, because, as they come

Dunds and meet and greet their Iriends,

s unsettled and illy-prepared for the

gned. The

Meetinp, in

upon the gi

the mind

work to which they

result is a partial failure, the church is lowered in

the estimation of the religious world, and the min-

ister in the estimation ot his brethren. Thus the

standard of the meeting for good is lowered,

linister had been duly notified, that

certain hour, he

auld be prepare

lid, more likely, b

use he represents.

ong

uld be expected

r the work, and

iredit to himself

: leade

the

should be in the hands of

not to teach the rudiments

:, that all lovers

thing to carry home with

inspiration to their home
:ould gather around

:ctly learned to sing

a Weary Land," and

e compass of his

11 of them. The

whereas, if thi

on Sunday, at

his effort wou

and to the cat

Then, th

some compete

of music, but to lead i

of song might have sc

them that would be

churches. If Bro. Stouffer

him all who directly and indir

from him, "Jesus is a Rock in

" He is Just the Same To-day,'

voice would not be able to real

song service is a very important factor in making

any meeting helpful to the Christian, and oh how

inspiring it is to hear five thousand voices praising

God in song! It reminds one of the innumerable

company, seen by John, that no man could number,

who had washed their robes and made them white

in the blood of the Lamb, who ascribe their salva-

tion to him that sitteth on the throne and to the

Lamb.

Inasmuch as the committee on Sunday schools

are to hold a Sunday school meeting previous to

the regular sessions of Annual Meeting, it would be

well to have it on Sunday morning, and let not the

time be occupied in speech making, but let it be a

real Sunday school, conducted after the most ap-

proved methods, and let there be so much spirit

and life in the school that all our brethren and sis-

ters may receive an inspiration, to carry home with

them to their home schools and classes,
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Many officials,

monj the brethri

especially eldt
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: flock. If they

chief

who should

nifest a want
nembership w^uld
hand, if that grav

of gravity, the influence c

be very injurious. On th

ity is manifested that bee

influence will be far-reaching toward the formation
of a healthy sentiment throughout the Brotherhood.
A convention was held not far from here, some

time ago, by a church that makes high claims to a

"whole Gospel," in which there was so much levity

that it could not impress favorably the more
thoughtful.

Another thing \

toile

/ould do well to carefully ob

While the Gospel teache:

iformity to the world, it doe
i in our appearance. On thi

always many visitors on th<

our people an
nfluence will bt

plainness and non
not teach carele csness in 01

Lord's Day there are alway

grounds, who are observant,

careless about their toilet, thi

against us.

Some years ago a brother preached in the taber-

nacle on the Lord's Day, whose thoughts were
good, but a change of linen would have added
much to his influence upon his hearers.

On the other hand, a brother preached in a city,

and when he would make gestures with his hands,
his cuffs would rattle so they could be heard over
the h."use. That brother, also, weakened himself.

Why these extremes? No good can possibly come
from them.

All trafficking for money making should be dis-

pensed with during the entire meeting. Especially
on the Lord's Day should nothing be sold except
what is absolutely necessary for the comfort of the
people. If Jesus disapproved of money-making in

the temple, drove out those who sold animals, over-

threw their tables, and called that place a den
of thieves, could we expect him to look with appro-
bation on us, if we devise ways to make money
Irom the gatherings at our Annual Meeting?

Milford, lnd.

Annual Meeting Etiquette.
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A Christian people should show good breeding
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But our special object, at this timi

few thoughts on how we, as a peopl
duct ourselves at our Annual Meeting. There are
two reasons why we are justifiable in discussing the
subject:

1. Because a large number of

2. Because of this large attend;

be fairly representative of the life

us as a people.

Because our home training, home life, and Chris-
tian principles are measured largely as we are
seen at these meetings, our conduct, while on the

nd during our stay at the meeting, becomes a
is all, in proportion as we love the

hurch and prize the holy principles which we profess,
In giving our suggestions along this line, we do

people attend

ice they sho
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rights that

respected. We have known even our n

forgtt their surroundings and make it

pleasant for their fellow-passengers. This,
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But what should we do after we get th
What we will do, will depend largely

pose of our going. If it is to have a 1
time, we will try to have it, in harmony with oui
ideas of what " good times " means. At these meet-
ings there are many possibilities for enjoyment,
and we do not see why all who go there should not
be entertained if the motives are proper. Social
enjoyment is had by meeting friends, made so by
social and religious ties,—by meeting and associat-

ing with those of a like precious faith. Religious
enjoyments are afforded by the varied religious ex-
ercises of the meeting. These are precious privi-

leges that should be appreciated by all,—but not
abused. The sacredness of home-training should
be strictly observed at places of this kind, and we
should always remember who we are and what we
profess to be,—that we are the representatives of
the Christian church,—the living and walking epis-

of the Truth, and, further, that we are witness-
ing for Christ. Think a mo:
and women we ought to be,

tion and conduct!

If we could always keep ir

what we profess, no rules of

essary to govern us in our

abroad. We do the unfitting things wh
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ters, and brethren, too, to do some thinking along
this line, and come up to our Annual Meeting
dressed in modest apparel, and their hearts so
filled with the love of God, that the whole d
ment may be such as will be a commendat
the meeting and our holy profession?
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I asked a man at one time,—a regular attendant
at the Brethren's meetings,—why he did not unite
with the church. "Oh," said he, "my neighbor
there belongs to your church, and we do not get
along very well together, and I am afraid if I were
to come into the church we might make trouble."
We told him that he might be happily disappoint-
ed. " No," said he, " I think not."

lly

asked afterward how he

now, he replied, "Oh fi

man now; there has beer

But the change really w

not in the former brothe

ways been, but the ne\

could now look out and •

nd h

iing

hbor got along
ne is a very diffei

great change in hi

n the other man,

ent, what sort of

1 our walk, com

nind who we an
anduct would be

nduct at hon

and

who was as he had al-

brother having come in

: the evil. Rev. 22: 15.

: his former condition and former rea-
sons for disagreement, but which,—he now saw,
were groundless.

There are thousands who, like this

just outside of the church door and loot

to find fault, others fearful of making
their membership, when, if they
short time each day, thinking in the direction of
the benefit and security of such a course, they
would naturally travel in the direction of a final

stand

failun

uld spend

gatherings, whe

training and rel

for this much?

should show that

feature of the

This should be the g
ing, and this can be s

\ iduality.

A few things, to be especially avoided on the
grounds and everywhere during the meeting, are
these: Loud and boisterous talking, laughing and
jesting, undue promenading, injudicious meetings
on the grounds, and dress parades, flaunting before
the eyes of sight-seers, as many styles of dresses as

untry circus, with as many colors in
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from the Scriptural idea of
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PRIDE, FASHION, AND THE CURE.

In Two Parts.—Part Two

3. A cure for this banefitl

Lord Jesus Christ and make
flesh, to fulfill the lusts there

pride being susceptible of ci
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ture that that which gi

/ill withe nd dit Hv
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apparel, not
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is a universal law of na-

, if left unprovided for,

e the propriety of nega-

-don't do it, " In like

dorn themselves in mod-
th broided hair, or gold,

1 Tim. 2: o. " Whose
ng let it not be that outward adorning of

plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of put-
ting on of apparel." 1 Pet. 3: 3. The appetite for

intoxicants and tobacco will die if left unfed,—the
supply cut off. In like manner, if pride within the
heart is left unfed, unprovided for, it will fade and

,

_ .it when it is conceived in the heart, nur-
We have been running crooked on the uniformity tured in the mind, studied in the magazines and

the cut, while | journals of fashion, and we have given our money
dea, thinking that it all consists
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in exchange for its goods, it is then our master,

and we are slaves to the Goddess of Fashion.

Not only should this want, this desire for fashion,

po unfed, unprovided for, but the mind and judg-

ment should be impressed with a knowledge of the

great sin, its offense to God and the holy angels:

and it should be displaced by a longing desire for

" the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is

in the sight of God of great price." Hence Paul

teaches us, " Be not conformed to this world, but

be ye transformed by the renewing of the mind."

Webster defines transformed to mean, "to change

the form of: to change the shape or aopearance,"

hence, religion has a claim on our looks and ap-

pearance. This change should be 6rst through the

agency of the understanding and the judgment.

As the apostle, says, "Being renewed in the spirit

of your mind," otherwise there will be no taith.

God accepts of no change nor offering unless done

by a willing mind and in faith. The Scriptures em-

body principles opposed to amusements, games of

chance, secret orders, etc. The church adopts

rules necessary to carry out those principles; they

cannot be sustained otherwise, hence the necessity

of disc ; pline and a willingness to hear the church.

Upon pride and fashion the Scriptures lay down
principles, while the church adopts rules for carry-

ing oat those principles. These rules are adopted

by the church as necessity requires. The daugh-

ters of Zion, in Isaiah's time, in giving vent to the

dictates of pride wore " hoops," " round tires like

the moon," chains, bracelets, rings, mufflers, etc.

It was a sin then, and the prophet condemned

them. It has been repeated since, and it is a sin

yet, hence the church condemns it. In Ezekiel's

time women sewed pillows in their arm-hole , which

action the prophet reproved, and r>ro:

upon them. Are not women engaging

e some of the rules adopted by

? out the principle of modesty

taught in the Scriptures: " Re
arches throughout the Brother

ness of dress and a plain manner

and beard, upon the preachers

:rs of the church." "We think

urch, conforming to the fashions

world should be admonished again and

.nd if they will not hear the church, the Sa

; given directions in Matt. 18, how to deal

(Minutes of Annual Meeting, page
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manded us not to be conformed to this world
(Rom. 12: 2), to lay apart all filthiness and super-

fluity of naughtiness (James I: 21), we therefore

humbly beseech and admonish the members of our

'hurch, both male and female, to observe these di-

vine precepts in buying, making, and wearing ap-

parel, as also the cutting and wearing of the hair,

especially our ministers and their families, they be-

ing examples to the flock."

These large and influential bodies once held up
and executed the foregoing Gospel rules, but they

let them slip little by little, until they, as bodies

entire, occupy front ranks in the fashionable world.

What a sad loss we have sustained by their lament-

able departure. They neither now regard their dis-

ciplines nor the Gospel teaching in that line. Ele-

ments of our own Brotherhood are rapidly ap-

proaching the same sad and fatal results, and they

are those who disregard the rules of the church

governing our apparel. Little by little, pace by
pace, they keep feeding that imbred principle of

pride within their hearts, steadily they approach

the world and become assimilated to it, and thus

are led captive,—captives down in Babylon.

It should be noted with care that there is not a

single plain body of people who have retained their

identity and have kept themselves aloof from the

fashionable world without fixed rules, carefully

guarding the inroad of that dread foe,

—

fashion

James bids us lay aside superfluities, It is necessa-

ry for the church to lay down rules, to guard her

members from merging into that sin. It is not safe
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A number of the popular churches of our day,

once, with zeal and rigid rules of discipline, held

to the same principles of plainness that the breth-

ren now do. We make the following quotations

from a number of these disciplines The M. E
Dis

ill 1

:ipline, page Si,

it on the ruli

neans. Thii

-Should

s? An -By
ncouragement

thoughts upoi

visiting the c

(3) allowed
many; (4) gi'

to superfluity of apparel. Therefoi

into the church till they have left off superfluous 01

der to this ( I
) let every one wHo ha

:uit or station, read Mr. Wesley !

xess, at least once a year; (2) i

ses be very mild, but very strict;

exempt case: better one suffer th

no tickets to any that wear high

i bonnets, ruffles or rings."

r%om the " Evangelical Discipline," page

quote as follows:— *' Question.— Is it necessary to

give instructions in relation to dress?

Yes, by all means: for the apostle Paul

Timothy concerning it. Though we are persuaded

that dress can save none, be it ever so plain, if it be

not covered with the garment of salval

ered with the robe of righteousnes:

known that none shall be permitted

following articles: (1) Ear and finger rings; (2)

curls and the powdering of the hair, unbecoir

ruffles and scollops, or bunches of ribbons, or

like, on a piece of apparel. On the other hand,

insist on neatness, cleanliness and decency, to d

modestly,"

Admonition on dress, "United Brethren Di

pline," page 43: " Inasmuch as the Lord has coov

fori 1 to i thi

matter. For Jeremiah clearly affirms, " Oh, Lord

I know the way of man is not in himself: it is nol

in him that walketh to direct his steps."
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LESSON LiaHT-PLASIIES.

Sins of the Tongue—James 3: 1-13.

Lenon for June 6.

The tongue, with its parts, is the member of

bodies, by which the air we exhale from our lungs,

is vocalized, and we are made to express o

thoughts in word symbols. It is, therefore, in 1

way responsible for the sounds thus made, no mo
so than are our feet responsible for carrying us i

to saloons, gambling dens, houses of ill repute, ct

or our hands in making the fatal blow that tak

our brother's life.

But as the tongue is the visible medium through

which most of our thoughts are expressed,

spoken of as being the originator of the thought

expressed, the same as the serpent which was used

by Satan as a medium through which to dec

Mother Eve Thus we will look at it in this le>

and so it was intended by the sacred writer.

That the tongue is made to be an unruly member,

there can be no disputing, as we have all learned

through sad experience. The tongue, as it vocaliz

es sounds, is one of the best gifts that our Benefi

cent Father has given to man, and yet, in too man)

instances, we have made it our greatest curse,—sc

much so that sometimes we have almost been made

to wish that it had never been trained to lisp the

words (hat caused us so much loss and grief.

Who of us have not, like Peter, gone out

wept bitterly, because of unguarded words spi

at most inauspicious times. Like Esau, we

sought for a place for repentance, but found it

Our words cut as doth the sword and are as cruel

as the grave. No wounds have been made so deep

and stubborn to heai as tho*e that have been madi

with the tongue. Bosom friends, who have walked

arm in arm, and step by step, have been severed for

life, and perhaps for eternity, because of a few

words, spoken on the spur of the moment, or in

spurt of passion. Only a few movements of th

tongue, and the sweetest binding cord in life wa

severed, and the smile of sunshine was turned to

frown as black as hell. All this, no doubt, th

apostle James had seen, and been made to feel ii

his Christian labors, and because of this we have

his strong testimony against the dangers that may
row out of the wrong use of the " unruly mem-

Horses are driven and held in check by bridle

nd bit,— the great ships that plow the deep ard
stormy ocean are turned about by a snv<ll helm,

d even so ihe tongue,—a little member,— runs

d controls the whole body. It boasts great

things and kindles a Are that will burn out and de-

stroy the love and peace of a whole community.
The language used by the apostle is strong and
forceful. He says: " For every kind of beasts and

of birds and of serpents, and of things in the sea, is

tamed and hath been tamed of mankind; but the

tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil full of

deadly poison."

This denunciation of the tongue is so severe that

it would seem as if the best thing we could do

about it would be to have it cut out But this is

not at all what James would have us do. Even if

we were to do it, we might be quite as bad as wc
were before. The thing we are to do is to htiitlt it,

by getting our thoughts right. As a man, a boy or

a girl, thinketh in his heart, so is lie. When we
think right and get the mastery over our passions

our tongues will be all right, and with them we can

bless God and prase his holy name It is the little

foxes that we allow to nestle in our hearts that get

the use of our tongues, and make them say the ug-

ly things. If the fountain is sweet, so will the wa-

ter be that comes <rom it. Let Jesus in, and so fill

our hearts that all else will be crowded out, and

our tongues will be as good as the thing that dwells

in our heart. As long as sin has possession in us,

the tongue will say ugly things. To get rid of sin,

we must be born again, - born of the Spirit. A new

life must be formed within us- and we must be-

come new creatures. We must learn to hate sill

and love righteousness. "And the fruit of right-

eousness is sown in peace of them that make
peace."

To maintain this peace and to manifest it to

those about us, through the tongue, we must watch

and ptay, because there is a continual warfare go-

ing on between the right and the wrong. Through

Jesus Christ, who strengtheneth us, vie can do all

things

When we feel angry passions arise within us, let

us put on the curb and watch the tongue. Hold

the angry feelinns back,— don't let them out. A
tiger in a cage is harmless if always kept subdued,

so may our bad thoughts be, that so often arise.

Keep them caged until better thoughts come, and

take their place. It is wonderful how wrong can

be overcome with good, if we are so minded. An
old adage, and a very good one, too, is, "Think

twice before you speak." This is holding the

tongue in check to allow reason to act, because rea-

son never does unreasonable things. Unkind and

harsh words, said to parents, s ! tp out when the

tongue is unguarded If you think a moment, the

wrong words would never be said, and much after-

grief and bitterness saved.

We heard a man say that years ago he said only

a few words that have given him years of trouble,

and that he would give all that he is worth to have

them unsaid. They were the last words spoken to

his mother He did not intend to say them,

neither did he expect they would be the last ones,

but so they proved to be.

So may the wrong words, we say, be. No oppor-

tunity may be given us to take them back, and no

hour in which to be forgiven. How many are tlicre

that have no such dark spot in the re. Old of the

past? All because we explode, before wc take the

time to cool off.

Who is the wise man, boy and girl? The one

who, "out of a good conversation shows his works

with meekness of wisdom."

Remember that, af'er a'l, our words are the fruits

of our lives, and, as we live, so will our words be.

Cursing, swearing and filthy communications form

the index of that which is within. Then the les-

son is: Cleanse the heart—the mind,— iiom wrong

thoughts, and we need have no fear as to what the

tongue will express, H. B, n.
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THE VANGUARD.

" Ai'RiL showers bring May flowers."

Sn the rhythmic adage goes;

Rain and sunshine deftly mingled

Woo the shyest bud that blows.

Now at last we've counted over

All the days of fitful skies;

Mayday dawns in perfect glory,

Laughing from a hundred eyes.

BuiiL'icups and dandelions,

Jaunty in their yellow coats,

Meadows waving o'er with cowslips

Like a fleet of fairy boats;

Viulcis in bunches growing,

Twisting necks in playful strife;

Mountains pink with sheeted laurel,

All the world with beauty rife.

Birds atilt in highest tree-tops

Pouring from their songful throats

Malms, madrigals and vespers,

Medley of divinesl notes.

Every song has spnng-t

And the serried nloon

Bristling with its piiuts

Tells us summer's on the wayl

of May

ABDUCTION OF BRO. JONAS H. PRICE.

Bre vho are personally acquainted with

Bro, Price, have sent us the following for publica-

tion, saying that they have reasons for believing

that the statements here given are true, and can be
relied upon. The communication is clipped from
the Philadelphia Record. The reading of the story

may put some people on their guard, for while this

kind of kidnapping is not common, still it occurs

now and then For lack of space elsewhere we
make room for it on this page:

Jonas H Price, the Dunker preacher of Quaker-
town, who disappeared so mysteriously in January,
has turned up at his home with a story that makes
him appear as the victim of an almost incredible

plot. He tells of abduction and slavery, with the
opening scene near the City of Philadelphia and the
climax in the cotnict mines of the South. Wildly
imptobable as the tale may seem, thtre are many
points about it which appirently bear the stamp of

truth.

In the three and one half months of his absence
the man's hair has changed from a tawny hue to

gray, and he has aged by at least io years. His
body is weak and his forces are shattered. He is

bronzed by exposure to the sun, and his once deli-

cate hands are calloused from hard labor. Cuts
and sores mark his legs above the shoe-tops,
brought there, he says, by toiling without stock-
ings in heaps of rough fertilizer rock. The«e are

some of the things that corroborate in a degree the
terrible experience he relates.

HIS DROPPING FKOM SIGHT.

Mr Price left his home in Qjakertown on the
morning of January 7 to attend to matters in

Philadelphia, pertaining to his tailoring b
His operations in that line are quite extensive

THB O-OSJpJSXi JVCE3SSJH3JNTC3-J31.W..

he employs a number of hands. After meeting

the parties he desired, he drew a check for Sioo

and boarded a train for Ridley Park, where he

owns some property. That was the last heard of

him, and his alarmed family, in the course of a

week or so, offered a reward of S500 for informa-

tion as to h's where tbou*s.

No news came, and many were the guesses as to

the cause of his departure. No one had ever heard

wrong oi him, and his affairs seemed to be in good
stupe. The mystery wjs not cleared up until Fri-

day night, when the missing n.an walked into his

home, weak and txhaus.ed, having travelled all

the way from Bethlehem, a distance of 15 miles, on

foot.

DRUGGED ON A TRAIN.

A ling account of his adventure was given today
by Mr. Price to a Record reporter who visited

him at his house.

"My trouble began," he said, "on the train for

Ridley Park. Having completed my business in

Philadelphia, I got on the cars at the Broad Street

Station, and a ruddy-faced man, with red whiskers,

came and sat beside me. I would know him any-

where. He had a brown s!cuch hat with a broad

band and wore a brown corkscrew suit. As he took

his place I noticed a peculiar odor about him. It

was disagreeable and I thought to move to another

seat, but the car was full.

" After a time the man pulled a handkerchief

from on inside pocket, and, flourishing it several

times, swept it across my face. The smell was
sickening, for the handkerchief was full of some
powerful stuff. I remember protesting, Then I

grew drowsy and knew no more.

•'When I came to myself I was still riding, but

not in the same car. It was some time after sun-

rise Friday morning and I had been unconscious all

night. The red-whiskered man was sitting in front

of me with a companion, and when I exclaimed:
' What road am I on? What does all this mean?'
he came back to me. "You just keep quiet,' he

said roughly. ' If you do, it will be better for you.'

HIS GUARDS DECLARE HIM INSANE.

" Instead of obeying him, I appealed to the pas-

sengers, of whom there were half a dozen in the car.

I called out to them to help me, as these men were
ng force to carry me away. Then my captors

pulled out some papers, which they declared were

uthority by which they had me in charge. In

desperation I halloed for tne conductor, jumped up
id pulled the bell-rope. This brought the train to

stop, and the conductor came rushing in to know
what was the matter.

1/ said the red-whiskered man, ' this lunatic

got wild and pulled the rope. We'll try to keep

im quiet after this."

"I appealed to the conductor in the strongest

ay I could, and asked him to give me a chance to

telegraph to Philadelphia. He said: ' We're a good
way from t^ere. I don't know anything about 1 our

case. These men seem to have charge of you.'

Then he left the car. I began more and more fo

appreciate my horrible situation. On putting my
hand to my pocket I found that my money was all

gone, I arcused the red-whiskered man, but he had

wav of turning everything I said against me No
mbt by my excited actions and words I injured

y own cause. All that day we were on the train,

d at dusk the cars stopped at a small way station

a hilly country. ' Come on, now,' commanded
the red-whiskered man, and his companion followed

n the rear.

"They took me 300 or 400 yards across a field

id put me into a little log house, with closely-

>arded windows. The hut was already occupied
by two negroes, who, as I soon learned, were
escaped convicts who had been recaptured. My
fellow-prisoners told me that they had been con-

victed in Georgia and had been put to work in fer-

:r mines at a place they could not name. They
got away and ran north a 1? far as Virginia, they
thought, before being captured.

May 29 189;.

" Saturday evening, two days after I was kid-
napped, our captors opened the door of the hut and
we were marched into the presence of two guards
who carried big pistols in their belts. Then the
colored men and I were esco-ted to a freight car
the guards got in with us and the door was locked

" No communication was allowed, and so far as I

could judge, we rode in that closed car until Mon-
day at midnight. The red-whiskered man was
around again when the train stopped and ordered
us into a covered wagon. We were driven rapidly
through an endless stretch of pine woods, and just

at daybreak the team drew up beside a h'gh board
fence. Inside we were sent, and that was the last I

saw of the red whisk* red man.

" The inclosure contained a long, low buildinp
with an entry running through the centre for its full

length, and from this corridor doors opened into lit-

tle rooms about 4 by 8 feet on each side. They
turned me into one of these pens, which had only a

straw bag and a blanket for bedding, and from that

time I was known as ' No. 59.' Orders were given
me by the boss, a big, rough, profane man, to take
off my clothes, and to replace them he brought me
a nair of striped pants, a striped shirt and a pair of

heavy shoes. When I protested the .boss said if I

did not mind he would club me within an inch of

my life, I was given bread and water, and that was
my only fare all the time I was in the place."

WORKED IN FERTILIZER MINES.

"We were formed in line, about sixty of us, and
marched to a slope mine in the side of a hill, a

short distance away. The boss ordered me to take

up a shovel and fill up a cart with rotten phosphate
rock, which other men, all convicts, were taking out

with picks.

"At this work I continued day after day. No
talking whatever was permitted, and the men were
clubbed by the guard if they spoke without being

addressed by the boss. Some of the negroes were
almost like animals, and they were terribly pun-

ished. Every time we marched in and out of the

mine we were counted. The rock we took out of

the hillside was carted away to some distance, I

jijdge, as the carts only made three trips each day.

'This went on for two months, perhaps, when
one morning we found a new boss in the place of

the profane man who had had charge of us hereto-

fore. From his looks, I thought at once there must
be some humanity in him. One day he asked me
my age. ' Fifty-seven,' I told him. Then he want-

ed to know my crime, and when I informed him that

I had been kidnapped he asked for a description

of the man who had captured me. I pictured the

red whiskered man as well as I could, and then tl e

boss swore a little.

"' Is that business going to be carried on here?'

he exclaimed. ' If it is I'm going to quit.
1

"This encouraged me to address the boss again

one day, even though it was against orders. An ap-

peal made to him, as I passed out of the mine,

brought him to my room in the night, I was lying

there brooding over my misery when he entered,

After listening to my story and swearing whenever

I mentioned the red-whiskered man, whom he evi-

dently knew, he promised to help me escape. He
refused to tell me his name or the location of the

mines, for he said that if it was ever known that he

assisted in my escape it would cost him his life."

" On Thursday, April 15, he came again to my
room, gave me S10 and directed me to put on the

clothes I wore when I entered the place.

"In order that I might not be tracked by the

bloodhounds, kepf at the mines, he supplied me
with a pair of slippers. These I put on my feet,

and I took up rny shoes in my hand. When all was

ready I was shown a wagon outside the inclosure,

and after getting in, took off the slippers and gave

them to the boss. Good-bye* were said, and I was

driven to the railroad by a colored man. A freight

car was standing on the track, and a couple of train-

(
Continued on page 347.)
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THE COMMITTEE BECEIVES i

A new Sunday school, near Davenport,

Nebr., sends in $1.50 for the sufferers in India.

The amount is not large, but it is large when

we know the size and circumstances of the

The
seems not to abate. Lette

giving account of the activity of certain mem-
bers, who solicit funds, and send them in. Yet

comparatively few have raised the $1,200 al-

ready sent. Did every congregation in the

Brotherhood take the same interest in this

great work as those have who sent in contri-

butions, there would be thousands of dollars

sent to the needy in India, and the churches

at home would realize the blessing that it is

iimte blessed to give than to receive.

I be

Monday before Annual Meeting will be

sioiiary meeting in the tabernacle. Many
attendance. May the Spirit of the

; both speakers and hearers, and

it enthusiasm for the Lord's work

lany, many will not be

in prayer to God in be-

an that day, a united of-

lulled!

ialf of the m
itld? Let thi

ering to God, in behalf of lost soul

,nd other lands, that will move hear

ifice that have never sacrificed before

A TRIP TO THE COUNTRY.

to sinners of their souls' salvation, and press

the claims of the Savior upon them.

Prayer and Bible reading was held morning

and evening with the two families, and the

neighbors often came in the evening.

One morning all the women were quite busy

with their work, when one said, "We must

have prayers now. We can let our work wait

but we cannot let our prayers wait."

The faith of the native Christian is very

simple and child-like, It does one good lobe

th them.

Once when one of the women was praying,

e intended lo ask the Lord to be slow in

iger and quick in mercy, but instead, she

id, " Be slow in mercy and quick in anger."

L-r husband, being a humorous man, could

>t keep from laughing at her mistake, but,

once, in her prayer she said, "Oh Lord, 1

ade a mistake, forgive me Lord, I made a

istake." Afterwards she reproved her hus-

band for laughing, and told him he should

ask the Lord to forgive him for so doing, which

One of the men, after prayers one r

remarked, "Some Christians can read

write, but cannot pray. I can neither read

nor write, but I have learned to pray." Surely

where the Spirit of God dwells there will be

knowledge and wisdom!

One day some visitors were asking a

aside, what kind of people we were, and the

difference between our mission and othci

missions. The woman's answer was this,

" These people do not only obey a part of the

Bible; ihey obey it all."

One day we were talking about

id mission work, and a man said, "In the

Scripture it is written, The first shall be last,

and the last, first, and that is the way

will be with your work." We were the last

:o come to India, but we would come out first

n the end. May the Lord, according to his

jood pleasure, prosper us!

Two days were spent with the Irish Pres-

ayterian missionaries, a mile distant, and an

opportunity was given to see the work in their

schools, orphanages and homes for Christians.

One day was spent in a village about five

liles away, where we had been invited to

ome. We were busy talking Irom the time

,-e reached the village until the time came to

home. An invitation was sent out for all

the people to come at three o'clock and listen

;>rds. We were guests of one of the

chief men of the village. Between twelve and

one o'clock dinner was brought, kitcherdee, to

be eaten with sour milk and ghi (clarified but-

ter). The man, to show his hospitality, insist-

ed upon pouring plenty of ghi in the pan of

food and having us take plenty of the curd.

After eating, a bowl of water was brought

for washing the hands. The man then took

of the kitcherdee remaining in the pan I ate

from, and ate of it, and when 1 had finished

washing my hands he took the bowl and drank

of the water. I afterwards learned he regard-

ed us as holy and thought by so doing to have

his sins forgiven and merit blessings from

•LEAVE THE NINETY AND NINE AND
SEEK THE ONE THAT IS LOST."

Not long ago a Christian man, Ran Chhord

by name, and his wife Boorie, were going tr

their daughter's home to celebrate the firsi

birthday of their little granddaughter.

They asked me to accompany them, so

thinking the visit would be a profitable one

I consented. Eight hours' journey by

brought us lo the

nil fit nles by

GldS.

On, how many times has the above thought

come to me during the last week, when 1 think

of the groups of from three to eight shep-

herds, in large congregations in the East, who
wearing out the covers of "The Book,''

pushing it back and forth on the table every

Sunday, saying, "You preach! You preach!"

while here in Eastern Washington and North-

Idaho, are three or four faithful Hocks,

are doing all they can, by keeping up

their Sunday schools and social meetings, but

preaching because ihey have no

shepherd. One of them (at Moscow, Idaho),

has a good churchhoiise; another (at Waverly,

Washington), I learn, has four or five candi-

dates for baptism, but no one to administer

the ordinance. I am told that lliis is the sec-

ond time within the last year, thai they have

had candidates wait for months.

When the Master comes and asks his stew-

ards for the talents he gave them, will there

not be some who will have to say as one of

old, " Here, Lord, behold you gave me five

talents and I now return yon ten talents, while

others will have to go and dig up the One they

have buried?

One good old faithful sister told 111c of n
cases she found while canvassing and

tributing tracts, where they would say,

know by your dress you are a ! Junker. I

glad to see you come in. My folks arc I

kers back East." Some were members of the

church in former years, but have drifted off

because we have no church privileges

here.
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and be found among those of whom it is said,

"They shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts,

in that day when 1 make up my jewels."

A little girl sends a dime for the Lord's

work, saying, "I had saved some money and

when 1 read ol the poor children in Chicago,

1 wanted to send some of my money." Many
ol the older ones could learn a practical lesson

from this little one. Lay by as the Lord hath

prospered y.'ii and when he calls for help,

you will have a fund upon which to draw.

We, loo often, find the Lord's "treasury empty,

while our cup of blessings is well tilled.

S. Ashtand Ave.

VOICES FROM INDIA.

HarkI F 1 fat dlstai

Hushed be 1 arth's

Thrilling the heart, wli

Knowing

wnli pin-.. us pleading,

ncil, with 110 hope ol

; ;i ll to ..-. blindly, their v

Claiming from us ll

God.

Before three

: began by singing ;

from one end of the hut,

;

brush and straw were eai

walls, while a blanket an

of a door, and a room '

Meals were always

silting on the floor, in

the food up in the he

the morning was usu;

(native bread) with l

oieal, rice and curry, c

with da/). Evening m>

or vegetables.

When the neighbor

sieBaba" had come t

were quite surprised,

of a girl she might be.

Every day vt

taken with the family,

ive fashion, and taking

ly lea and (howpatties

o boiled eggs. Noon

kitcherdee (rice cooked

il, rice and cho-.^patlit-i,

learned a white "Mis-

live in the fields, they

nd wondered what kind

nly i make friends, but 1

1 afterwards read

sufferings and death

o hours they lisi

illage

Fro

tingled With sad Ian"

NOTES FROM THE CHICAOO MISSION. rrtcd afar o'e

Children of Light

ling i

ntly gave her he

the church should

the life; henomean taking Christ ir

and happiness. Some one has said: Wl

Christ left this world he made a will.

commended his Spirit to God, his mothei

the beloved disciple John, and to his discir

he said, " Peace I leave with you. My peace

I give unto you." What a legacy I

lowers! "The peace of God which passeth

all understanding." Why do we not do

the heir to his hundreds and thousands,—

cepl the bequest, and appropriate the sar

His estate is large; his riches unsean. ha

There is peace for the weary, for the t

dened soul, for the disappointed, for the

dieted, for the poverty stricken, if they '

but come to Jesus. The world is full of 1

moil and unrest. Jesus says, "Come unto

all ye that labor and are heavy-laden, an

will give you rest." Would, that not only the

newly converted 1

THE BLOOD OF THE MARTYRS.

'he recent anti-foreign riots in Chinn hi

f,.r tht sake of others

ating the sti

we would come and 1

we could have all their children to teach.

I think we can truly say these people ar

hungering after the Gospel, and desiring

They are all idolators. They go twelv

miles to bathe in a river for the remission c

sins, and trust in the gods, in some way, t

take them to heaven when they die. Oh, thi

they may be taught of the true God and h

power to create us anew in Christ Jesus, an

dwell within us through the blessed Hoi

Many other things of interest took plac

during the ten days' stay with our friends i

niry, , feeling, m
,t need of workers m
Lord help us to be m

ispel may speedily be <

IStihtir, India, April j

["he 1

whose heart i:

she remarked,

to prosper. They

have an abundanc

oily stayed upon G01

orldly eked s

ve in their fine houses,

of the comforts of life,

while we, who are not really bad, have not

the necessary things of life." This is appar-

ently true, but the wicked shall not always

prosper. Long before Christ came tia&people

said, "Every one that doeth evil i> good in

the sight of the Lord, and he delighteth in

them;" or, " Where is the God of judgment?

'

Mai, 2: 17. Though they, as well as we, do not

see the God of judgment, he says, " I will

come near to you to judgment; and 1 will be a

swift witness against the sorcerers, and against

the adulterers, and against false swearers, and

against those that oppress the hireling m hi*

wages, the widow, and the fatherless, and thai

turn aside the stranger from his right, and

The time is coming when God's people will

"discern between the righteous and the

ed,—between him that serveth God and

that serveth him not." May we be faithful

«ecl And -t is

. their Ma

1 because they

they have U"-.

counting their

hristi.iuity haslives dear unto them,

made lis conquests in the world, lis victories

will altogether cease if the christian church

evei be es so limp thai il ca 1 faci

martyrdom foi Christ's sake. The Ironfall

with those who question or deny the obligation

to preach the Gospel, even amid main dan-

ger ,
whether in China or Africa, is thai they

have no clear apprehension of the authority

of Christ over the service and lives of Ins

followers, Missionary f/erafd.
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Bro. Geo. W. Myers, one of our ministers at

Laconia, InH., has been suffering a great deal with

his eyes of late, and earnestly craves the prayers

of the Brethren. One eye has been removed, and
the other is quite defective.

legibly

loi pLlillcatioD. Keep yt

^F*VVhen changing youi address, pleu

Mount Morris, III., May 29, 1897.

Bro.

Minor.

Fercken

Christia

n Missour

John We

eports two more baptized in Asia

Hko.

Soulhe

Bro.

Kansas

1 Holdrrman is to represent

on the Standing Committee.

rtz is to represent Northwestern

ado on the Standing Committee.

.L communications for parties at the Annual
ling should be addressed to Annual Meeting
Frederick City, Md.

We are n quested to say that the meeting at

Worthington, Minn., is to commence June 1 instead

of June n, as stated in last issue.

Bro. W. B. Stover writes us that he has five

applicants for membership, and that they were to

be baptized shortly. The rite has doubtless been
performed.

It is said that within a radius of a few miles, near

Sherkston, Ont., there are five different kinds of

Mennonites, This is certainly a sad comment on
Christianity.

Bro. Enoch Eby writes us that the feast at

Booth, Kans.. passed off very pleasantly, and that

Bro. A. F. Miller, of that place, was ordained to

the eldership.

Sister F.mma A, Replogle writes that the re-

cent love feast at New Enterprise, Pa., was a very
enjoyable occasion, and that lately five have en-

tered the church by baptism.

We learn that the District Meeting of Southern
Ohio, passed off very pleasantly Bro. Henry
Frantz represents the District on the Standing Com-
mittee. One paper goes up to the Annual Meeting.

Bro. G. W. Cripe, Cerrogordo, 111, requests us

to state that, for the benefit of those wishing to
attend the Annual Meeting at Frederick City, Md.,
the Wabash road will sell tickets at the same rates

offered by other lines,—that is one fare for the
round trip.

P. B. Fr of Sheldon, Io

us this week. He is on his way to the Annual
Meeting. He spent last Sunday with the Brethren
at Franklin Grove, this Slate, and reports an ex-
cellent feast on Saturdiy evening, Bro. P R. Kelt-
ner officiating.

On the alterno

of Beatrice, Nebi

His house and contents were burned. Other build-
ings near by were also destroyed. He writes that
by hard work th. y saved their lives, and, that while
it looks dismai, he is thankful that it is no worse.

of May 18, Bro. J. E. Young,
is misfortune.

Othi

On another page will be found an instructive let-

ter from the Ella Vhing Memorial Mission, Corea,

which will be read with more than ordinary inter-

est, and we are sure our readers will appreciate the

communication. Corea lies about 5,000 miles west

of San Francisco.

During the past year the virious publications

issued and sent out from this office, now including

the Tract Department, have reached a circulation

of over 1,900,000 copies. Thij gives some idea of

the immense amount of matter we are handling

from year to year.

Sunday schools are coming rapidly to the front

their work. Every effort possible is to be made
improve them, and our people cannot afford to

: one whit behind the best of them. We, too,
„ c t rrli,^ this department of church work more

than oidinary attent

ro. S. M. Forney writes us from Bprwyn, Nebr.,

under date of May 16, stating he was then on his

way to a mission point at McClean, in Keya Paha
Co., in the extreme northern part of the State.

He finds that the people are anxious to hear more
preaching, and especially that pertaining to the

whole Gospel.

We have just finished putting into type a 48
page work for Bro. S. Z. Sharp. It contains ex-

planations of two charts that he is bringing out,

illustrating "The Old Testament as Related to the

New," etc., and " The Week of Passion, Including

the Lord's Supper," etc., etc. We cannot say

more concerning the publication, until we have
the privilege of examining it in connection with

the charts, and this we will not be able to do rnitil

after our return from the Annual Meeting.

We admire the perfect fteedom accorded the
different speakers who wish to take part in dis-

cussing questions, presented at our Annual Meet-
ings for consideration So long as one keeps with-

in the bounds of Christian propriety, he can feel

the utmost freedom in expressing his opinion on
any open question, without fears of being called

up and tried for disloyalty. This is as it should
be, and is also in perfect keeping with the liberty

granted in the council at Jerusalem, where there

were those who contended for the keeping of the

law of Moses, and yet were not called in question.

We hope never to see the time when brethren will

not be allowed to freely express their minds on an
open question.

ABOUT EDITORIAL REMARKS.

Does the Editor have a special right to give his crit-

icism, or reply, to articles written on subjects on which we
have different views, while replies from others, on that, or
other subjects, are declined, in order to avoid controversy in

the Messenger? Chris. Blocher.

The editor, to whom this part of the office work
is entrusted, is not aware that he offers criticisms

to articles appearing in this paper, though he does,

every now and then, accompany a communication
with some remarks, which, in his judgment, and
often in the judgment of others, seem necessaty.

In these remarks it is his constant aim to empha-
size and develop all that pertains to the interest

of the Brethren church, and, if, at any time, he
should transcend the limits of propriety, there are

a number of our readers who have fortitude and
grace enough to remind him of the fact. It would
be difficult to frame rules to govern an editor in

his work. Aside from a consistent life, the only
known test of his loyalty and skill must be the

paper that comes from the press. To his desk
come communications from every part of the

Brotherhood — from twenty to sixty each day,

M»y '9 1807,

Some of these are wise, and not a few are other
wise. Scores of papers, circulars, pamphlets and
books also come to him. From this mass he

i s
expected to make up the contents of the paper
Some of the matter must be declined, some recast

some boiled down anc

pected to consult his ;

he is circumscribed by

gested by the nature of the b

He
e work, but

those sug-

nd yet, he
is expected to do his very best to make the Mes-
senger just such a paper as the Brotherhood de-

mands, and loyal to her principles in every par-

ticular. In order to a

necessity, do some thin

question, but if he knov

believes he does-he i

solutely impartial.

complish this, he mus»,

;s that our querist seems to

; his own feelings—and he

prompted by motives ab-

ANNUAL MEETING DECISIONS.

In this issue some of our writers discuss different

phases of the Annual Meeting question, in an inter-

esting manner. We bespeak for these communica-
tions a careful perusal by all of our readers. In

this article we wish to consider a different phase
of the subject, vis., the care that should be exer-

cised in making decisions,

In the called council at Jerusalem, the better-

informed of those who took part in the delibera-

tions, discussed the question under consideration,

from the world-wide mission standpoint, for they

had been, by Jesus, commanded to teach all na-

tions, and for that reason it was important that they

adopt measures adapted to the people of these

different nations. So, alter Peter had spoken of

his success among the Gentiles, he said: " Now,
therefore, why tempt ye God, to put a yoke upon
the neck of the disciples, which neither our fathers

nor we, were able to bear? " Acts 15: 10. From this

we may infer that in his judgment nothing more
should be required of converts than that which
was necessary. And in the letter, containing the

decision of the council, we have the same idea

thus expressed: •' For it seemed good to the Holy
Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you no greater bur-

den than these necessary things." Verse 28.

The aim of this council was to lay upon the mem-
bers no unnecessary burden. This was not only
the mind of the apostles and elders, but it was
also the mind of the Holy Ghost. The council

limited her decision to the actual requirements of

the Gospel, no more and no less. With those who
carefully deliberated, it was not a question of how
much they could place in their decision, but how
little, for they had learned to know that a few
simple rules of life, well observed, were of much
greater value in Christian development, than many
rules, partly neglected.

It occurs to us that our people might greatly

profit by more carefully studying this phase of

the Jerusalem council. In our Annual Conference
we are disposed to make too many decisions, and
in the making of some we have, at limes, probably,

been a little too hasty. The primary object of

our Annual Conferences was to unify our people
in their Scriptural faith and practice. This was all

right, but we want to be careful that we do not

get away from this leading and primary object.

It should at all times be borne in mind that the

Conference has no power to make laws. She can

only interpret and enforce those already made.
And where there is no law, specified or implied,

a Conference is not authorized to act with au-

thority.

The chief aim of a Conference should be to

speak where the Gospel speaks, in word or in

spirit, and then keep silent where the Gospel is

silent, in word or in spirit. If the Gospel says

nothing, in word or in spirit, on a question of re-

ligion or morals, the Conference should also not



May 29 1897.

commit herself on that subject. She should limit

her decisions to the written Word—this much, and

all of it,—no more and no less. By thus doing

there is a possibility of unifying our people on all

the leading features of the Gospel. To accomplish

this successfully we must, like the council at Jeru-

salem, lay on the members " no greater burden
"

than the " necessary things." Whatever is neces-

sary— as set forth in the Gospel—we must require

and enforce, but we have no right to lay an un-

necessary burden on any one. We are not saying

that we have done this, but in the multiplicity of

decisions there is danger of it.

Unfortunately, we have not a few decisions that

cannot be enforced. This weakens the influence

of the Annual Meeting, and is causing more or

less confusion in certain localities. We have

others that have become obsolete, and not a few

that have well served their purpose, and are not

likely to be of any more use, only as a matter of

history. There are a few instances where we have

a number pertaining to the same subject, where one

carefully-framed decision should have answered

every purpose.

The aim of all these decisions has been the one-

ness in faith and practice, that should character-

ize all the churches of God, and this oneness, on

most necessary points, has become so well fixed

that very few additional decisions, relating to con-

duct, seem necessary. In our early history we ac-

cep ed the New Testament as our rule of faith and

practice, and from that time on, it has b

purpose to get still nearer the Word, and,

probability, a few decisions along this line may

become advisable. A proper interpretation, and

a wise application of the principles already agreed

upon in our Conferences, from time to time, in

our judgment, is more important than additional de-

cisions. We are reaching a period when careful

elders ought to know how to take care of the flock

of God, without having their work perplexed with

a multiplicity of decisions. If they will master

the principles, generally agreed upon in these de-

cisions, and then go before their people with the

Bible in hand, they will find little difficulty in di-

recting the affairs of the church.

Furthermore, a multiplicity of decisions tend to

perplex, confuse and discourage. A few carefully-

stated principles, as an aid in government, or a

guide in conduct, are far better. It is not only

useless to undertake to act on every phase of the

Christian life, but it is exceedingly unwise, for the

reason that many of such decisions will not be

enforced, and this weakens the influence of the

body making them.

The future Annual Meetings should be occupied

with methods, as much as possible. We have

spent much time interpreting the Gospel, and now

we should give more attention to spreading the

truth, building up churches, and putting into active

operation all the forces at our command. There is

a world of work, so to speak, for our future Con-

ferences to do, along this line, and it is important

that we enter upon it with faith, wisdom and vigor.

CONSIDERING QUALIFICATIONS.

When the elders of Northern Illinois met at

our late District Meeting, to transact such business

as fell to their lot, they agreed that, when appoint-

ing brethren to do important work, whether those

appointed be from their own number or not,

they should first be nominated, and their qualifi-

tions be carefully considered before the appoint-

ments would be confirmed. It was further agreed,

that if any elder present was nominated, and he

should be objected to on account of not being

just the right man for the place, he must take it

with good grace and not allow his feelings to become

disturbed. This was agreed upon, and th

all felt free to consider, and, if necessary, judi

ly discuss, the qualifications of the n

for this, that, and the other work. The elders

thought they had reached that plane in their Chris-

tian experience, when they could lay self aside

and, without prejudice or jealousy, consider what

might be for the best interest of the kingdom. It

occurred to us that this was a most important step

upon the part of our elders, and encourages a

principle that might well be emphasized in every

assembly, authorized to make appointments. We
all know that some men are better qualified to do

certain work than others, and it is always wise to

take this matter under careful advisement, when
brethren are to be placed on committees, or set

apart for any work. We must first determine the

kind of men needed, and then, if possible, find the

men for the place. We think that the Standing

Committee, as well as our delegates at the Annual

Meeting, should feel perfectly free to consider

well the qualifications of the brethren nominated

for important positions, or any important work.

We admire the frankness of the General Mission-

ary Committee in this respect. This committee

not only considers, but, if deemed prudent, even

discusses the qualifications of persons nominated

or suggested for work. We commend such a

course, believing that the general tendency of it is

for the better. We should have our best men in

charge of our most important work. j. h. m.

The Central Traffic and Trunk Line Associations

have granted us a rate of one fare for the round

trip to Frederick, Md., and return. The official

announcement of this rate was made at a late date,

hence it did not appear earlier in these columns.

The rate covers the territory east of Chicago, and

will enable our brethren and their friends to attend

the Conference at Frederick at a reasonably low

rate. The Baltimore & Ohio and Pennsylvania

Lines reach a large territory, and will afford ample

accommodations for our people. Both lines reach

Frederick.

Tickets will be on sale on Wednesday, Thursday,

and Friday, June 2, 3, 4, inclusive, and will be good

to return until June 30. Tickets can be had on the

foregoing dates, at the ticket offices in Chicago.

East of Chicago our brethren and friends should

notify their local ticket agents at once, as to num

ber of tickets required, This should have imme-

diate attention as the time is short.

As the selling limit closes on Friday, June 4,

Sunday traveling will be avoided. Those leaving

Chicago on Friday, will reach Frederick on Satur-

day afternoon, and be at the place of meeting

ready to attend all the Lord's day services, This

will be much better than traveling on Sunday.

At the time of going to press we have nothing

encouraging from the Western Association. Mr. B.

D. Caldwell, Chairman of the Association, writes

us that the lines in his territory had considered

the matter of granting reduced rates to the Con-

ference, and have voted against it. He thinks he

may be able to get a rate of one and a third fare

for the round trip, on the certificate plan, but it

will be too late to announce it in the Messenger.

We regret this very much, but we can do no more

than has been done. This, of course, applies only

west of Chicago. From there the rates, as stated,

are as good as could be desired.

The matter of securing rates each year becomes

more difficult and perplexing. The railways, feel-

ing the pressure of hard times, are not so ready to

make reductions as they once were. We are

pleased, however, to have secured as favorable

terms as we have, D
-
L
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EDITORIAL (iLEANINOS IN THE ORIENT.

Number Forty-Two.

rough and stormy voyage through the Straits

of Formosa was made from Hong Kong ti Kobe,
Japan. The wind swept down from the Yellow
Sea, piling up the water into hills and ridges, toss-

ing our staunch little steamer to and fro on the

crests of the waves to the full content of those

who enjoy a storm at sea, and to the great dis-

comfort of those who so easily fall a prey to sea-

sickness, At Nagasaki, one of the ports of Japan,

we cast anchor and had our first experience

among the Japanese, who are, in many respects,

the most interesting people of the Orient. A half

day spent on shore gave us an opportunity to see

something of the old city, which is without special

interest. In the garden, or park, we noticed a

granite block upon which was engraved the fol-

lowing letter, in the well-kn'

Gen. Grant:
Nagasaki, Japan, June 22, 1879.

At the request of Gov, Utsuma Mrs. Grant and I each
planted a tree in the Nagasaki Park, I hope both trees may
prosper, grow large, live long, and this growth, prosperity and
long life may be emblematical of the future of Japan.

U. S. Grant,

Near by the tablet stand the trees planted

nearly a score of years ago. Their growth, in no

way, indicated the length of the lives of those

who planted them. The one planted by the great

general prospers, grows and gives promise of long

life, while that, planted by Mrs. Grant, is dead

and will soon be rotted away. Only a few years

after the trees were planted Grant closed his earth-

ly career. His wife still survives him.

From Nagasaki our course lay through the In-

land Sea of Japan, one of the most beautiful and

picturesque bodies of water in the East, It is

bordered with undulating hills and valleys, cov-

ered with a carpet of green, and dotted here and

there with thriving cities and towns, This part of

the voyage was delightfully pleasant, and we en-

joyed it all the better because of the rough ex-

perience of the preceding days. At Kobe we de-

cided to leave the ship and proceed by rail through

the country. This gave us an opportunity to see

something of Japan and its people aod to study

their home life, that we could not otherwise have

enjoyed,

It is not our purpose, at this time, to give a de-

tailed account of our seven weeks' stay in the

Flowery Kiqgdom. We shall, in the future, give

from our note-book occasional extracts on life

among the Japanese. Here it must suffice if we

refer only to the fact that our stay among these

kindly-disposed, enterprising people was both

pleasant and profitable. We do not hesitate to say

that, outside of the Holy Land, Japan is by far

the most interesting country we have visited in

all our travels. The people are active, energetic

and progressive, and have been rightly called the

Yankees of the Orient. And it must be admitted

that there are many points of resemblance between

the Japanese and our own down-east natives.

Their politeness is proverbial, and in courtesy and

lrindly feeling they are not one whit behind the cul-

tured nations of Europe. In these respects they

present a striking contrast to the rough, coarse

bluntness of many other peoples one meets in mak-

ing a circuit of the globe.

We visited Kyoto and Tokio, the former and

present capitals of the empire, as well as many of

the larger towns and cities. We also spent some

time in the country and looked into the every-day

and religious life of the people. The result was

that we came away feeling that if the Japanese

could be induced to change their idolatrous worship

for the religion of Jesus Christ, they would soon

take rank as one of the leading nations of the

world. As it is they are held in thraldom by their
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carry the Gospel to the already whitened fields of

Japan?

On the 26th of April, i8g5, we sailed away from

Yokohama for San Francisco, on the Pacific Mail

Steamer, China, "The best ship on the Pacific," so

said the Captain, and entered upon the longest sea

voyage of our journey around the world. The dis-

tance between the two potts, by way of the Sandwich

Islands, is about six thousand five hundred miles,

and seventeen days is the time usually required to

make the voyage. The Pacific Ocean, true to her

peaceful name, was calm and the voyage all that

could have been desired. But seventeen days at sea

becomes very monotonous. On the North Atlantic

one sees steamers and ships of sail nearly every

day, but on the Pacific days and weeks are passed

without a sight of ship or sail to break the dead

waste of water.

On the 2nd day of May we crossed the Inter-

national date line, 1S0 East of Greenwich, and, in

order to correct our time, were compelled to pick

up a day. West of the line we had Saturday, May
2. East of the line it was Sunday, May 3, Our
notes say, " Singular as it may seem, I have two

Saturdays and two second days of May following

each other in my diary. It makes one week of my
life contain eight diys I know the fact exists,

and yet it is hard to have the mind accept it. Reg-

ularly we have gone on until we came to Saturday,

and, according to all previous experience, this ought

to be the first day of the week. But all past ex-

perience fails, and I am compelled to write Satur-

day, May 2, when I feel that it is Sunday, May 3
"

Thinking over this strange occurrence, we won
dered how our seventh day friends could adjust

themselves to this state of things. East of the

Line they would be keeping one day as their Sab-

bath, while their brethren, west of the Line, would
be observing another. The solution of this prob-

lem is left for those who keep the Jewish Sabbath.

The longest life has its close, and so, too, the

longest sea voyage, and the longest journeys have
their end. With a short stop at the Sandwich

nple time to visit Honolulu, the

in sped over the waters of the sea

homeward way. Day after day passed

ntil, at last, sailing still toward the rising

sun, the coast of our own dear native land loomed
up in the far distance, and even as we stood watch-
ing on the deck of the China, we entered the Gold-
en Gate. Yonder floated the stars and stripes,

—the emblem of civil and religious liberty. How
our hearts filled with thankfulness, and our eyes
with tears of joy, when we realized that we were
safe in the harbor at last! Ah, the best part of the
journey is the home coming; and so, too, the best
part of life's voyage is the blessed home-coming
of the soul; sailing peacefully and quietly into the
haven of eternal rest.

Only the wanderers, who reach home after a

long and weary absence, can enter fully into our
feelings when we were again permitted to step on
the shore of our own dear native land. To God,

wonderfully protected and kept us in

iderings, we gave thanks and praise,

happy home coming, and here we

QUERIES FOR THE ANNUAL MEETING OF 1897.

thi: INSTALLM

Southeastern Kansas.

1. As there has been dissatisfaction because of the much
traffic at our last Annual Meeting, and as we are not to make
our Father's bouse a house of merchandise (John 2: 16), we,
the Fort Scott church, request the District Meeting of the
Southeastern District of Kansas to petition Annual Meeting
to devise some way to stop all such trafficking as the adver-
tising of grain and the selling of spectacles on or near its

grounds.

Answer,—We decide that all the above-named trafficking

should be prohibited, as well as alt worldly advertising.
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itisfaction, and as there are no de-
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Eastern Pennsylvania.

1. We petition Annual Meeting through District Meeting
of Eastern Pennsylvania, not to grant the privilege for mem-
aers to engage in life insurance in any form.

Answer,—Petition granted.

2. We, the Conestoga church, petition the District Meet-
ng of Eastern Pennsylvania to protest against life insurance
it the coming Annual Meeting at Frederick City, Md„ and also
ask Annual Meeting to enforce a more rigid discipline on

members that are entangled with it. Some of our reasons
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Capital,

who had
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the ability to properly take care of means.

(4) Because many who take part in life

riencejer. 17:11

(5) Because i

(6) Because ti

lottery. All expect 1

Answer.— Petition granted.

3. We, the White Oak church of Eastern Pennsylvania,
petition Annual Meeting through District Meeting to prohibit
photographing in all its forms on Annual Meeting grounds.

Answer,—Petition granted.

4. Whereas the Word of God forbids the wearing of
gold (see I Tim. 2: q, and I Pet. 3 : 3, also Minutes of Annual
Meeting, of 1864, Art. 7, and 1891, Art. 19^), therefore, we,
the White Oak church of Eastern Pennsylvania, ask Annual
Meeting, throogh District Meeting, to authorize the Committee
on Credentials to ask the delegates to District and Annu-
al Meetings whether they are wearing gold in any way of ap-
pearance, thereby violating the Word of God.

Answer.— Petition granted.

Northeastern Kansas.

1. Ioasmuch as the Savior in Matt. 26: 26, and Mark 14:

22, connects the Supper and the Communion, we therefore pe-
tition Annual Meeting through District Meeting of North-
eastern Kansas, to place the reading of the chapter to some
other stage of the meeting, and the salutation at the dose, just
before general thanks are given. Sent to Annual Meeting

2. We, the Maple Grove church, petition Annual Meeting
through District Meeting not to grant any privilege for the or-
ganization of any life insurance in our Fraternity. Sent to
Annual Meeting.

3. Whereas Annual Meeting has decided that no official
Brethren who use tobacco shall serve on any official business,
what shall be done with Brethren who continue 10 viol.-uc su< h

:, and what shall be done with congregations and Dis-
t will send such on official work. Sent to Annua!

mg.

-
held in ^diana, in 1848, has

advised congregations how to proceed with applicants (or
baptism coming from other congregations (see An. 7, Cla 5s i

fied Minutes, Page 153). the church at York, Pa., asks'Annual
Meeting through District Meeting, whether this minute is con-
sidered binding; and if so, whether it applies to those congre-
gations in which the Brethren's schools are located, as well as
to all other congregations.

Northern Illinois and Wisconsin.

1. Inasmuch as the wearing of hats by the sisters is made
a test of fellowship, while the brethren are allowed to wear
many of the styles and fashions, and still retain their member-
ship; and. whereas, the above apparent inconsistency is caus-
ing dissatisfaction in parts of the Brotherhood, therefore, we
the Milledgeville church, ask Annual Meeting, through' Dis-
trict Meeting, to devise some means whereby this inconsisten-
cy may be removed.

Passed to Annual Meeting.

2. The Silver Creek church petitions the Annual Meeting
of 1897. through the District Meeting of Northern Illinois, to
grant the General Missionary and Tract Committee the privi-
lege of making a suitable revision of the Hymn Book and
Hymnal.

Petit!

3. We k Annual Meeting through D
a blank form of report for the use ol

our colleges

ssed to Annual Meeting.

The call for the Annual Meeting for
:

b delegates instructed to press the cla

Me.

HOME* AND* FAMILY.

LITTLE BARBARA'S HYMN.

SELECTED J

* stood by her spinning wheel,
Winding the yarn on an ancient reel:

As she counted the threads in the twilight din

She murmured the words of a quaint old hym
" Whether we sleep, or whether we wake.
We are His who gave H s life for our sake."

Little Barbara, watching the spinning-wheel,

And keeping time with her toe and heel.

To the hum of the thread and her mother's so

Sang, in her own sweet voice, ere long,
" Whether we sleep, or whether we wak",
We are His who gave His life for our sake."

Next morning, with bounding heart and feet,

Little Barbara walked in the crowded street;

And up to her lips, as she passed along,

Rose the tender words of her mother's song:
" Whether we sleep, or whether we wake.
We are His who gave His life for our sake."

A wanderer sat on a wayside stone,

Weary and sighing, sick and alone;

But he raised his head with a look of cheer,

As the gentle tones fell on his ear:

" Whether we sleep, or whether we wake,
We arc His who gave His life for our lake."

Thes
tbyl rluvedt 5 bie

:emed darkened, the world was drear;
But her sobs were stilled, and her cheeks grew dry,
As she listened to Barbara passing by:
" Whether we sleep, or wh^thT we wake,
We are His who gave His life for our sake."

A sufferer lay on his bed of pain,

With burning brow and throbbing brain;

The notes rf the child were heard once more,
As she chanted 'ow at his open do-r;
" Whether we sleep, or whether we wake,
We are His who gave His life for our sake."

Perhaps, when the labor of life is done,
And they lay down their burdens, one by one.

Forgetting forever these d.iys of pain,

They will take up together the sweet refrain:
" Whether we sleep, or whether we wake,
We are His who gave His life for our sake."

The fountain of content must spring up in the
mind, and he who has so little knowledge of
human nature as to seek happiness by chang :ng
anything but his own disposition, will waste his
life in fruitless efforts and multiply the griefs
which he proposes to remove.

Northwestern Kansas and Colorado.

Will the Annual Meeting say whether it considers the e;
hibltion of various articles of merchandise for advertising pu
poses and for sale upon Annual Meeting grounds, and durin
time of Annual Meeting, conducive to the development t

that spirit of non-conformity to the world, spoken of by Pai
in the twelfth chapter and second verse of the letter to th
Romans? Sent to Annual Meeting.

A GLIMPSE OF HOMES AMONG THE POOR.

BY ELLA BUCK SCHL1CHER.

It occurred to me that perhaps some friends
might be interested in hearing of the work now
being done in this city among the poor.

At first it impressed me as something very
strange, to see a cluster of some sixty houseboats
out on the Wabash River, just along the western
edge of Terre Haute. A settlement of several
hundred people are there, living out upon the
water in those novel houses, most of which are

drawn close up to shore, and some well-anchored.
But others could not stand the heavy spring rains,

and were washed out into the current, leaving whole
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familic

eping

homeless and destitute,

uple had started housek'

these boats that was not well anchored, and it now

lies floating in the midst of the Wabash,—furni-

ture, dishes and all. Others, whose boats were

saved, had coal-houses sunk, and thus great suf-

fering has been caused for lack of fuel, especially

among the sick. One or two instances will serve

to show how intense it was.

During a cold, rainy week in January, a family

thus left homeless, were given shelter in the half

of a small stable that was not needed for the

horses, and upon calling there, the poor sick moth-

er was found sitting on one corner of a small old

bed, with rags for a pillow, and the rain beating

through the roof—holding in her arms her dying

eks old. In another, where

we found the father holding

little son, wrapped in an old
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fluid only

by the

oat,

nt to

nd he

e this 1

lid to 1

le, for

we entered:

lost four n

and he all' : got left." There has been

imber of deaths, especially 1

the children.

Two weeks ago

funerals I have ever se

kept home, were two

little boy of three anc

took the measles from

either from that disea:

attended one of the saddest

;en. In a poor, but neatly-

bright, happy children,—

a

d girl of five years. They
neighboring family, and

probably-

physician said— from the after-effects of strong

doses of calomel, they died and were buried, the

baby boy on Tuesday, and three days later his

little sister. The young parents were heart-broken,

and no wonder that they were, for I think I never

saw a ything tnore be autiful than tha plump,

w xen face of their lovely child, with her fine,

brown hair hangmg in soft, thick r nglets about

he r forehead, as she lay in the cheap, white casket

w th re cluster of biossoms upon its lid I could

th nk of nothing but an angel and n< found it

ore difficult to sing tl an when min s the on-

ly e, in the words,

' Are you weary, ar e you heavy-hearted,

Tell to Jesus alone."

The short ser re conducted by Miss Mc-

C jmb who is dc mga wonderful work am Dng those

P ople . The n inislers do not, and I suppose,

uld not, know of and attend to all those funerals,

and certainly could not win the confidence and

good will of those people, as has Miss McComb.
She left her parents' cozy cottage, to go and live

among the poor, at first for no remuneration what-

ever. This year she receives a small salary, most

of which, however, she uses in buying food for the

hungry, and seeing that the naked are clothed.

She also has two sewing schools; a night school

in the common branches; a Sunday school and

evening services, to which she has brought people

who had not stepped inside a church for over ten

years. She holds prayer meetings at the different

homes, and I shall not soon forget the sensation

I experienced when standing (the floor was not

in a condition to kneel) while she prayed by the

bedside of a sick daughter in one of those house-

boats, as the movement of the waves beneath kept

us gently swaying to and fro. We reached the

boat by walking out on a plank which, at times,

dipped down into the water as we stepped. These

low houses are not all poorly furnished, however.

In fact, one of them we found carpeted, and con-

taining a piano, banquet lamp, and chenille por-

tieres, but that is by no means the rule, for in

many of them we saw intense poverty.

This, as I have said, is but a glimpse of life among
the poor, and that, too, just as it is, uncolored by

any touch of genius, uncouched in any flowers of

speech, but as it has been seen or felt by those

who have tried to work among them, especially

the untiring Miss McComb. She has, at times, so

many needy, sick and dying that she cannot at-

tend to all. I do not know of what church she is

a member, if, indeed, of any. I only know that

when such are the fruits, " The seed is the word of

God." Luke 8: 11.

Terre Haute, /nd.

The Apostolic church held prayer meetings.

n the twelfth chapter of Acts we are told of the

wonderful results of one conducted at Mary's
touse in Jerusalem. We learn how God was
noved by the earnest pleadings of the church,

nd dispatched an angel from heaven to loosen

he chains and release Peter from prison.

When Paul and Silas were at Philippi on the

Sabbath, they went out of the city by a riverside,

where prayer was wont to be made. Acts 16: 13.

This seems to have been a resort for prayer meet-

ing. Paul and Silas did not confine the work to

praying, but they talked, or " spoke unto the

women which resorted thither."

This meeting resulted in the conversion of one
Lydia,—a good woman. Before leaving the city

Paul and Silas had occasion to hold a prayer

meeting in the city prison. In this meeting they

both " prayed and sang praises unto God." God
answered their prayers with a great earthquake,

the prison doors were opened, and their bands

were loosed,—the jailer, with all his house, was
cnnverted.

We learn from the above incidents that God
approves of prayer meetings. We also get some
idea from Holy Writ how to conduct such meet-

ings. They sang, and prayed and talked. It al-

so occurs to me that the women took part. If

Paul and Silas had not gone out to the riverside,

perhaps those " women that resorted thither

"

would have conducted the meeting, as we read of

no other men present,

Women evidently took part in praying for Pe-

ter's release, as the entire church was praying for

him (Acts 12: 5), and women belonged to the

church. In our work in Florida we do not simply

allow the sisters to take part, but we insist upon

them to conduct the meetings in rotation with the

brethren. The result has been very gratifying.

We have a committee of three to select subjects

and leaders for each quarter, and announce these

at the beginning of the quarter, so all will know
their subject and date of conducting the meeting.

This seems to give excellent satisfaction. We
have some young .brethren and sisters from ten to

thirteen years of age, who take their turn in con-

ducting meetings.

At every meeting each one is expected to read

a verse or take some part in the meeting. How
can we develop spirituality in our young members

better than in a prayer meetingl May God help

every congregation in our dear Brotherhood to

organize a weekly prayer meetingl

Hawthorn, Fla.
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Quakertown. He had on a new shirt when he left

home in January, and when he returned it was still

fairly clean, although it had never been washed.
This he explains was because he never wore it while

g the convicts. The shoes he brought

when he went away,

ABDUCTION OF BRO. JONAS H. PRICE.

(Continued from page J42.)

men, with whom the boss must have made pi

arrangements, helped me in. They would give me

no information, because their silence meant safety

for the boss. On that car I got my first good meal.

For a couple of days the train ran sometimes rapid-

ly, sometimes slowly. When they let me out I was

in Charleston, S. C."

TRAFFIC OF KIDNAPPING PEOPLE.

From Charleston Mr. Price says he went to New

York, on the Clyde steamer Algonquin, as a steer-

age passenger, the conductor of the freight train

having arranged for his transportation. He landed

in New York on Friday, rode to Bethlehem, over

the Lehigh Valley Railroad, and in his impatience

walked home to Quakertown, as there was no train

running at that time.

His strange statement was partly borne out by

the condition of his clothing when he arrived in

and they showed no sign of having been hardly
used. All his clothes were in the same good order.

As additional testimony to his inforced Southern
trip, he preserves a dinner ticket given him on the
steamer Algonquin.

Mr. Price thinks his captors were not associated

with the mine owners, but were merely middle-men,
who contracted for convict labor, and sold it to the
best advantage. The boss who helped him to get
away said that these fellows not infrequently kid-

napped innocent men and ran them in with the

Is.

From the Beaver Creek Church, Va.

April 15 was the date of our annual visit meet-
ing, which passed off very pleasantly. The report

of the brethren shows our church to be in a healthy

and prosperous condition. While some admoni-
tions seem still to be needed to keep down pride

and fashion, we believe we have been successful to

a very great extent in maintaining the principles of

plainness. We send two delegates to Annual Meet-
ing. Ministering brethren from adjoining congre-

gations gave us some good and wholesome admoni-
tions. We were especially impressed with the re-

marks of Eld. Jesse Ralston. He stirred up our
minds on the line of missionary work, young peo-

ple's meetings and prayer meetings. Bro. Ralston

is now visiting among the different churches in the

After the business of the meeting was disposed of

the church decided to hold an election for a minis-

ter. The lot fell on Bro. Jacob D. Glick. Our
Sunday school seems to be in a flourishing condi-

tion. M, B. Miller.

Spring Creek, Va., May 10.

From Hjorrfng, Denmark.

March 16 I left my home, going to Frederiks-

havn, in order to pray with an aged brother, and

anoint Bro. Poulsen, who at the time was sick.

Having faith in God's promises, according to James

5: 14, 15, we left our sick brother with the hope that

the Lord's blessing would come. We learned aft-

erwards that it did come, praised be the name of

our Lord!

We next went to Mosbjerg to hold meetings in

the evening. Bro. Svendsen helped me with the

singing, and assisted in the work among the peo-

ple. He is the preacher I before mentioned. He
is now baptized and a member in the church. He
is active in visiting from house to house, having, in

a short time, distributed about two hundred tracts.

At the place above mentioned we had a very good

meeting, and were asked for meetings soon again,

which request we complied with.

From there we went to Sorigs Mose, where we

also had good meetings in the evenings. During

the day we visited from house to house, and in-

structed as best we could. We also called upon

some sick persons. One of them was a sister, who,

while she is quite poor, has a bright hope of a

home beyond. Oh, how glad we were to hear such

a beautiful testimony! Her poverty will soon be

over, and all her tears wiped away I

An aged sinner came a long distance to attend

meetings. He was anxious to quit sinning and ac-

cept the saving Gospel. He said that, after serving

Satan for fifty years, he now would like to serve

the Lord.

March 21 we had meetings in Oster Bronderslev,

Hede. Here a sister asked to be restored. April

22 I visited Bro. Hansen. Together we went to

visit a sick sister in Tommerby, who wanted to be

anointed in the name of the Lord, which work was

attended to. Other visits were also made.

I am writing this in Ihe Brethren's home, in Sin-

dal, where we are to have meeting to-day.

April 50. C. C. Eskildsbn.
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Notes x from x our x Correspondents.

MISSOURI.

St. Joseph.—The Lord's work at this place is

again started and we intend, by God's he'p. to keep

it going. We now have a place of meeting and we

invite all who can, to stop over while passing

through, and especially the ministering brethren.

If they will drop a card, we will make an appoint-

ment and meet them at the depot. If any one

knows of members or friends in our city, we would

be pleased to have their address— G. H. Lulz, gty

Edmond St., May iy.

Rockingham.—This church met in regular coun-

cil May 2. Bro, J Ellenberger was expected to be

with us, but could not come. Our love feast was

held on Saturday. May 15. About two hundred

members surrounded the Lord's table, and a num-

ber could not commune on account of a lack ol

room. Brethren J, Ellenberger and Jesse Mohler,

were with us and gave us good instructions. We
are trying to keep up our prayer meeting this sum-

mer, and while not many attend, we feel that the

Lord is with us.—Kittis Kehn, My 18.

Dry Fork.—The District and Ministerial Meet-

ing of Southern Missouri and Arkansas was largely

attended and good order prevailed. Every one

present seemed to enjoy the services. Some of our

visiting Brethren say it was one of 'he most in-

teresting meetings they ever attended. Bro. S

M. Stevens, of Texas County, Mo., and others,

remained with us over Sunday. Bro. Stevens

preached for us Saturday evening, and Sunday fore-

noon and evening. On Sunday night our In

was crowded to its utmost capacity.

—

Lest'e P. Dun-
ning, Joseph, Mo., May 18.

Fairview.—May 7 this church met in council.

Eld. F. W. Dove came to this congregation and
preached three sermons in a schoolhouse, and b3p
tized two April 3. May 17 he was called back and
baptized two sisters,—an aged sister, who had been

afflicted for fifteen years, and had not walked for

four years,—and her daughter. The aged appli-

cant was carried into the water deep enough, and
baptized sitting in her chair. After tbat she want-

ed to be anointed, which was also attended to.

Bro. Dove preached a funeral at the same place.

He promised to come back some time during the

summer and hold a series of meetings in a tent.

Since the above meeting two more young people
have put on Christ in baptism, and others are

counting the cost.—Nannie Harman, Denlovj, Mo.,
May iy.

Pleasant View Church.—This congregation, sit-

uated in Ray County, was, until recently, the north-
ern portion of the Rockingham congregation. We
met in our first council April 28, at the residence of

Eld. G. W. Clemens, uith Bro. S. B. Shirkey acting
as Moderator. A great deal of business was
brought before the meeting. The church chose a
site for a meetinghouse, three and one-half miles
north of the Rockingham church. Bro. John Ma-
son was elected to the ministry, and brethren Jos
Brown and J. W. Clemens to the office of deacon.
The installation of these brethren was followed by
some good advice from our Moderator, which was
duly appreciated by all. A special council was
held May 8, to decide upon the size of the meeting-
house, the building of which we hope to begin im-
mediately. We have preaching by the Brethren
once a month, and Sunday school at our school-
house, but we feel the need of a place of meeting
with ample room.—Maggie Clemens, Stct, Mo., May
10.

NEBRASKA.

Upper Wood River Church.—We closed a ten
days' series of meetings yesterday, with a love feast
on Saturday night,—the first feast for them in five

The null.

Tears were shed and many prayers offered to God
for his blessings on that community. The Lord
blessed them, and four precious souls were added
to their number by baptism.—5. M. Forney, Kear-
ney, Nebr., May 16,

VIRGINIA.

Valley View.—This church convened on last Sat-
urday, at 4 P. M., for examination service. About
one hundred and twenty five members communed
Six ministers were present. Bro. S. F. Sanger of-
ficiated. The weather was favorable, and we had a
pleasant meeting. The church seems to be in a
thrifty state. C. IV. Bcahm, Brentsville, Va., May iy.

PENNSYLVANIA.

Coventry.—Our spring love feast was held at
Parkerford, on the evening of May 15. It was tru-
ly a feast of love. About one hundred and sixty
members were at the tables. The ministers present
were,-J. P. Hetric, J. T. Myers, F F. Holsopple,

J.
Y. Eisenberg, I. U. Brower, and L. M. Keim.
Bro. Holsopple officiated, assisted by brethren My-
ers and Hetric. There was hardly standing room
for all the friends present. -Esther B. Ku'p, Potts-
town, Pa.> May iy.
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OHIO.

Swan Creek Church.—Our hearts were made to

rejoice at the return of one more precious soul.

Stephen Berhcybile, Delta, Ohio, May 18.

Mansfield.—The members of the Richland con
gregaliun met in quarterly council May 8. Our
Communion meeling will occur June 12.— Clara L.

Wof, May 16.

Sugar Creek Church.- Our council-meeting was
held in the Bunker Hill house May 15. A young
brother was added to the church bv confession and
baptism. Our love feast will be June it,.—Ida E.

Voder, M&krsburg, Ohio, May jy.

Mohican Church.—This church met in quarterly
council May 15. Our Moderator, Eld. T. Hoover,
being absent, Bro. Silas Weidman conducted the

council. We decided to hold our love feast Oct. 9,

at 10 A. M. Our Sunday school is prospering nice-

ly and growing in interest and numbers under the

wise supervision of Bro. David Worst —/. IV. Budd,
Lattasbitrg. Ohio, May iy.

Rome Church.—The members of this congrega-
tion met in council to-day, preparatory to our
Communion, which was to occur May 29. In con-
sequence of diphtheria being in the immediate
neighborhood, it was thought best to defer the
Communion indefinitely. One dear young brother
came out on the Lord's side, and was received into

the church by baptism. We hope many more of

his associates will follow his example!—Maggie A.
Dickey, Alvada, Ohio, May lj.

Wolf Creek Church. -Our council was held May
6. A consideiable amount of business was trans-

acted. We sent a query to District Meeting. Our
annual visit, on the preceding Monday, showed a

satisfactory condition. Our love feast occurred on
the following Thursday, May 13. It was a beauti-

ful day and our attendance large. Eld. Henry
Frantz officiated. Some ministers of adjoining con-
gregations assisted in preaching. On the following
morning, the church held an election for t»-o dea-
cons, the lot falling on brethren Daniel Kinsel and
Samuel Garber. The brethren elected were du-
ly installed The occasion filled all with solemnity
and sympathy. Within the last week, three have
been received by baptism and one reclaimed.—/,
Homer Br'ght. New Lebanon, Ohio,-May iy.

Mogadore—Our council, in the Springfield con-
gregation, was held May 8. All business was ad-

justed in a Christian-like manner. We agreed to
hold our love feast Oct. 2, at 10 A. M. Our Sun-
nay srhool is growing better every year, and many
of the members are taking an active part. When
our school closed last fall a good many of our
younger members commenced meeting each Sun
day evening to practice vocal music, under the
leadership of Sister Florence Hall. The progress
made has been remarkable and we now have good
singing, which is an inducement for a good many
to come to our Sunday school, to hear the beautiful
songs of Zion. Our school is superintended by J.
W. Mishler. We use the Brethren's Quarterlies and
" Sunday School Song Book."—Jacob Mohler. May
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enjoyable
Claar Church.—Our love feast -

ne. May I Bro. Joseph Biumbaugh came to us^
nd remained till after our love feast, May g, ex |

ounding the Word with power. There were no ac-
essions, but many were seriously impressed. The
reatest result of the meeting was the prompting of
he members to greater exertions in the Master's
rock.—Miriam Claar, Queen, Pa, May iy.

District and Ministerial Meeting.—The North-
western District of Kansas and Colorado met in a
ministerial session May 6. Seven topics were ably
discussed. Several sisters took part in the deliber-
ations, among whom was Si'ter Addie Porter, of
Burr Oak, Kans

, who gave a very heart-felt talk on
"Why Should Not Our Sunday School be Ever-
green?" The evening service was conducted by
Bro. S. W. Fitzwater, who gave us a strong talk on
the "Possibilities of the Church." On the follow-
ing day the organization of the District Meeting
was effected, and much work done. Bro. John
Wertz was elected delegate to Annual Meeting.
After the labors of the day, the children of God
were privileged to sit together at the table of the
Lord. The love feast was one of great joy and
food to the soul. Bro. Enoch Eby officiated.—Jos.
Z. Gilbert, Belleville, Kans., May iy.

Franklin Grove.—May 15 this church held its

last quarterly council. All business was disposed
of in a Christian spirit. The most important busi-
ness, and one which mav, in time, have its effect on
the church at this place, was the acceptance of Bro
Daniel Dierdorff's resignation as overseer of the
church. On account of age creeping upon him, he
has been pressing this matter for some time, and
the church has accepted it only on condition that
he continue to act until his successor can be duly
elected, or appointed. The church has reluctantly
given its consent to this prospective change, and
only did so, not from any present necessity of ben-
efit to the church, but for its good in coming years.
I am glad to report that three have recently been
added to the church here by baptism —D. B. Seng-
er, May 18.

NORTH DAKOTA.

Crary.—We arrived here in Dakota, April 3, and
found a good deal of snow and high water. We
had a safe journey, however, for which we feel to

thank the Lord. The soil is all that could be de-
sired, for all kinds of farming The weather is

somewhat disagreeable, at times, at this time of the
year. The brethren have regular meetings at dif-

ferent places. The farmers here are preparing for

a great harvest, by sowing a great deal. So should
the Christians sow a great deal, that the harvest
may be great. We like the country. Health is

good, praise the LordlyJoseph Holder, May is.

INDIANA.

Cedar Lake.—The church here is in union, and
seems to be in good working condition, though
they have no accessions to report. May 8 we had
our council. We were made glad that one applied
for restoration to membership. Our Communion
will be June 3, commencing at 10 A. M.—J. H. El-

son, Fairfield Center, Ind.

Elkhart.—Bro. Noah Shutt, of the Pleasant Val-

ley church, preached an acceptable sermon for us

here, last evening. The Gospel Messenger is

growing better every week. The different blanches
of the Mennonite church, with central work here,

have invested Sio.000 in corn for India sufferers,

and sent Mr. Lambert over to direct its distribu-

tion. This is a good way to do mission work.—/.

D. Parker, May ty.

Summit Church.—Our love feast occurred May
15. We had a good, quiet meeting, but, owing to

unfavorable weather, only a few were present, out-

side of the home congregation. Bro. John Wel-
lington and Joseph Spitzer did the preaching at

night. Bro. I. J. Howard preached on Sunday to a

large audience. At the close of the service one

dear sister came forward to unite with the church.

—Lissie Hollis, New Cumberland^ lnd, % Ma) 18,
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pipe Creek.—The churrh assembled in council

May 6, to hear the report of the visit, preparatory

to our Communion. May 13 our Communion was

held. Owing to the rainy weather not so many

were in attendance as usually. The very best of

order prevailed. Bro. Jacob Fisher, of Mexico, of-

ficiated

—

W. B. DaiUy, Peru, Ind., May ly,

IOWA.

Garrison.—Saturday, May 15, we held our coun-

cil, preparatory to our love feast, May 29 and 30.

Our elder, Bro. Stephen Johnson, was not with us,

having gone to Idaho for his health. Sister John-

son leaves to-morrow for Pennsylvania, on a visit to

her daughter; also to attend Annual Meeting in

Maryland. Our meeting passed off pleasantly.

On Sunday, at public meeting, three dear sisters

came forward to unite with the church. Sister

Fannie Martin, of Blairstown, Icwa, who is dan-

gerously ill with a cancer, requests the prayers of

the church. -Lizzie R. Pugh, May 17,

Fairview Church. — Since

have been received by letter

granted,—two of the

decided not to hold

last report two

1 eight letters

e deacons. We
love feast until fall. Ojt

Sunday school has been reorganized. Bro. Martell

Stickler was elected Superintendent. In our in-

fant class Jhere are seventeen enrolled, from two to

five years old, and three of them live ten miles

away. They have averaged, during the month of

April, nine in attendance. Six have not missed

any. Their collection amounts to twenty cents,

which, by their choice, is to be sent to the little

heathen boys and girls. At quarterly review, by

being shown the pictures in the Children at Work,

they can tell all about each lesson. You du not

see them idly gazing around, but every eye is on

the lesson. Each scholar in the schocl receives

five cent?, to be invested, and the proceeds to go to

missionary work. Ninety five cents was given to

the infant class,

—

Myrta Leavell, Unionville, Iowa,

May 14.
CALIFORNIA.

Los Angeles.—The Mission Sunday school under

the care of Sister Ella Buckwalter and Siner Evans

as helper, i> increasing in interest and attendance.

Covina.— Bro. C. S. Holsirger has taken up his

residence in Monrovia, where a few members re-

side, and will work for the Master there Lords

burg.— Fourteen persons le It here May 10 for East-

ern points,—some to visit, some to Annual Meet-

ing. We regret to lose the association of Sister

I'ermela Metzger, wife of the late Eld. John Metz-

ger, who will hereafter reside at Cerrogordo, 111.

Merced.—Only a few members remain at this place.

The others are at Humboldt, Stockton, Dospalos

and Orangedale,—scattered over a large extent of

territory. An active preacher ought to locate at

Stockton and another in Humboldt County.—M.M
Eshelm'-n,

CORRESPONDENCE *-*—

Korea is a peninsula off the southern coast of

Chinese Manchooiia. It is six hundred miles in

length, by about one hundred and fifty in width, and

contains an estimated population of from twelve

to fifteen millions. It has been but little noticed

by the greit outside world, until within the past

two years, during which time the eye of the politi-

cal world has been turned toward it with consid-

erable interest. It was formerly called the " Her-

mit Nation," and very justly so, for it determined

to live separated from all other nations. But this

name is no longer applicable to Korea, as her ports

are now open to any who care to enter.

During the late war between China and Japan,

Korea was the bone of contention. After Japan's

victory over China, the Japanese took some unwise
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steps in Korea, which caused no small commotion.
This trouble was quieted by a gentle shake of the
head by Russia. However quiet that head may
be, we are convinced that it does a great deal of

thinking.

But we must not dwell upon this. Korea is de-
clared independent, and we look to him in whose
hand is all government, to bring peace and order
out of strife and confusion, so that the Gospel of
his dear Son may be proclaimed to this people.

Previous to the year 1884. Protestantism was un-
known in Korea. The devil had his way through
Confucianism, Buddhism, and ancesiral worship;

and so far as man can judge, was supreme. But
in that year the spell was broken by the entrance
of Dr. H. N. Allen, of the American Presbyterian

Board (North), who wis soon followed by Dr. H.
G. Underwood, and others, of the same mission.

Soon the Methodist Episcopal church (North)
took up work here, and these are yet the strongest

missions. The work was mostly done in secret at

first, and of course little progress was made; but,

of late, the doors are flung wide open to any of

God's servants, and he is so blessing the message,

that the worker has great reason to thank God
and take courage. There are now about seventy

Evangelical missionaries, male and fema'e, in

Korea, who are located in Seoul, Ping Yang, Fusan,

Won San, and other smaller places. The mission-

aries have traveled in each province, preaching

and distributing the Word. During the past year,

the number of those baptized has been nearly

doubled, numbering now about two thousand be

lievers. These are certainly good results for so

few years, but we trust that it is only an earnest

of what God is about to do for this people.

Bright as these reports are, we must not forget

that there a. e still millions who have never heard

the name of Jesus,—that name we have learned to

love above all other names, and as I meet these

people from day to day, my heart goes out to God
that he will send forth laborers unto the harvest.

Opportunities for work are almost unlimited.

Any section of the country is free of access. The
missionary can go where he will, without fear of

nearly any town or city, by simply taking his stand

on a street corner. If one's doors are (

visitors, he will have more or less callers nearly

every day, The people, as a rule, listen

what is said, and take away the books and tracts

given them. Could a witness for the Master as

The Koreans are rather a simple-minded peopl

their highest ambition being to get into some goi

ernment office, from which they can live without

work. They lack the push and enterprise that

we find among the Japanese and Chinese, but they

have been so long subject to those two n;

that we can, in part at least, account for the lack of

national and individual ambition. We find them

very accessible and friendly, and have received

nothing but kindness from them, as yet. They,

of course, have their own laws and customs; wh.ich

have been handed down from generation to gen-

eration, and to which they cling with great ten-

acity, For a young Korean to depart from the

ways of his father, would be an unpardonable sin,

in the eyes of his family and friends. This is

partially accounted for by the fact that they are

bound by ancestral worship.

It might almost be said that the Koreans have

no religion. While we find Buddhism existing

among them, but little attention is paid to it,

cept to supply the priests with rice, lor which they

have to go from house to house and beg. Among
the educated class (those who read the Chinese

classics) are many who hold strongly to the teach

ing of Confucius. There is also considerable sacri

(king to evil spirits, and beating of drums tc

cast out the spirits. But, thanks be to God, he

has delivered many from the power of sin anc

Satan, and we look to him to deliver many more,

The climate of Korea, on the whole, is delightful

July and August is our rainy season, at which t«me

the rain falls in torrents, and the continuous damp
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weather is not pleasant, but from the first of Sep-
tember the fall is so delightful, that one is richly
repaid for the unpleasant rainy season. In winter
there is considerable snow, and frost enough to
provide good ice for summer use.

The soil is well adapted to the raising of almost
any crop that is raised in the New England or
Middle States. The missionary is thus blessed
with the privilege of having a good garden.

However pleased we may be with the natural
features of this country, we are confronted by the
awful fact that the most of these twelve millions
of people for whom Christ died, still lie in the

eked The l.und.cds of to

living
1

nd then

another

which Jesus has never been na

lege for God's children to be able to

send the glad tidings to those who an
the misery of sin, and on the brink of etc

I am one hundred miles south of Seoul,

is not a stationed missionary between h

there. Sixty miles beyond here there is

station. It is a great satisfaction to bi

witnesses are so much needed, but when I think

of the cities and towns about me that are without
a witness, my heart goes out to God in prayer,

that others may be sent here to occupy till he
comes, F. W. Steaijman.

Ella Thing Memorial Mission.

Annual Meeting Notes.

{Railroad arrangemmte previously given,)

The tabernacle is now ready,—seats and stand

all in. It contains 15,000 square feet, is ?hetted

with boards and covered with tar paper, and turned

last week's rain-storm nicely,

The kitchen and extra lunchrooms will be put

up the coming week. Mr. Lehman will be on the

ground May 25, and superintend the erection of the

furnaces and cookers.

The foreman of the lodging committee, as pre-

viously published, is Eld. S II. Uu, New Market,

Frederick Co., Md., to whom all applications for

lodging should be made.

All letters or communications to others of the

committees, or to friends coming here, should be

addressed Annual Meeting Box, Frederick City,

Md. E. W. Stoner.

Union Bridge, Md., May ig.

. Correction.

I kindly ask you to correct the mistake in my
article on baptism, where, instead of "mode," it

says " rite." By that means just the opposite mean-

ing is conveyed, from that intended. "Mode" is

what I am trying to prove, not" rite'' My article

reads thus: "After a careful and diligent search, I

have come to the conclusion that the • one baptism '

has reference entirely to 'mode.'" Were I to admit

that the "one baptism" refers to "rite," I would

have to accept pouring and sprinkling equally with

immersion. Where I say that the word "baptism "

is "transplanted" into the English, you have it

"translated." I notice Carson, and others, who

claim the word "baptism" was never translated in

the New Testament Scriptures, or it wo.uld be im-

mersion instead of baptism, hence the word i* trans-

planted C. FlTZWATER.

Mathias, W. Va.

We think " rite " is the better term, and for that

reason the correction was made in the manuscript

Those who write in defense of trine immersion gen-

erally employ "rite" instead of "mode," when

treating the subject from the standpoint of Eph. 4:

5. See "Carson on Baptism," page 491. As for

sprinkling and pouring, they are no baptism at all,

and can, therefore, not be classed under the name

baptisma. The other change was an oversight in

proofreading, and was not noticed until our atten-

tion was called to it. Of course baptito was trans-

planted, or rather, anglicized, instead of being

translated.

—

Ed,
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Plan for District Mission Work.

{Adopted by the District Meeting of the Mid-

dle District of Missouri, April 29. 1897,

Published by R'quast of the
'

District Meeting.
]

[

We, your committee, appointed to formulate

a plan for mission work in Middle Distri

Missouri, recommend as follows:

I. That a District Mission Board of three

members shall be elected by vote of the dele

gates at District Meeting, whose term of offio

shall be for three years, so arranged tbat om
member's time expires each year. The Board

shall effect its organization by electing from

fort ary

treasurer, each year after the vacancy of

ber's expired term is supplied by District

Meeting. The Board may appoint a general

solicitor to oversee and direct the work of so-

liciting throughout the District, and to other-

wise serve the Board as may be required.

2. A local Mission Board of three or five

members shall be elected by each congrega-

tion in the District, selecting for such Board,

active, non-official brethren and sisters, where
practicable, who, subject to their elder, shall

take in charge the mission territory within the

limits of the congregation, to provide for and
work the same as far as can be done with its

congregation, and additional work needed
shall be reported to the District Board for its

assistance. The local board shall be subject

to the District Board in the matter of working
its territory, making reports, etc., but of itself

shall secure places for meeting, provide a
minister for the same, distribute tracts, Gos-
pel Mknsh.nukks, solicit money, etc., and oth-

erwise provide for and do the work required,

to thoroughly evangelize its territory. The lo-

cal board shall make quarterly reports to its

congregation, and annual detailed reports

of money collected and expended, meeting!

held, with result thereof, 10 District Meeting
through the District Mission Board.

3. District Meeting shall each year elect 1

District evangelist, to be employed by the Dis
trict Mission Board for the entire year, 01

such a part of the year as the funds available

will allow, and the needs of the work may re-

quire. The District Board may call othei

brethren iuto the mission field, because ol

their convenience to the work, or for other
reasons which may appear as suflficier

4. Each congregation shall appoii

more solicitors to secure money for

trict Mission work, or, if neglected, the Dis-

trict Board may labor to secure such solicitors

and work with them, to instruct and help as

may be necessary, in which work the elder
should freely co-operate with the Board.

5. The District Board, directly, or through
its solicitor, may work with the elders of the

congregations to secure their active co-opera-

work shall be paid out o! the D
Fund. Remuneration for the

evangeli.-t, the members of the

sion Board, the General So'icit

employed in the District work,

:eed one dollar and twenty-five

1 the work.

shall

he time spent 1

J. M. Mohler, M. T. Hark.

D. M. Mohler, Israel Ojpk,
Livi Mohler, Committee,

lanimously adopted by District Meetine.
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ths and 13 days. She was
Adams County, Pa. She
seven children, and also

n children. Her maiden
Funeral services by the

list minister.

Susan Port:

i^ie^t

In the Woodland church,

1897, Bro. John I. England,

lonths and 25 days. He

tba he,

and not Robert Raikes, who established the

first Sunday school in the world. It was John

Wesley who preached the first Methodist ser-

mon delivered in the United States. In The

Ladies' Home Journal for June, Rev. W. J,

Scott will tell in the "Great Personal Events"

:s the story of " When John Wesley
.died in Georgia," wliicli is said to be one

f the

issful S

ting
1 till-;

ENGLAND. -

Mich., April 22,

aged 72 years, 8

born in Pennsyh
annah Moor, in 1847. In 1853 they moved
Leroy, Ohio, and in 1882 to Woodland,
h. He was the father of ten children, four

ing preceded him to the spirit world. He
es a companion and six children. In ear-

fe he united with the Baptist church. In

;
he united with the Brethren church, of

ch he was a faithful member till his death,

leral improved by the home ministers,

from Rev. 21: 4. John M. Smith.

DORMAN. — At the same place, May 3,

1897, Winona Hope, daughter of Arthur V.

and Laura B. Dorman, aged 29 days. Funeral

by the home ministry, from Philpp. 2: 1.

JohnM. Smi

LECKRONE.—In the Eel Rn
tion, Kosciusko Co., Ind , May 2, 1897, of hasty
consumption, Sister Rosa A., daughter of

Lemuel and Mary Leek rone, aged 22 years
and 2 days. She was a member of the Breth-

ren church eight years, and was one whom we
might term a mode! young sister. She was
loved and respected by all. The day before

she died she called for the elders of the church
and was anointed. Funeral improved May 4,

by Bro. Wm. F. Ncal, assisted by Bro. Lean-
der Pottinger, from 2 Cor, 5: 8,

C C, Arnold.

HARLEY.—Near East Gilead, Branch Co.,

Mich., April 25, 1897, Athel Dewilt, infant son

of Isaac and Elva Harley, aged 6 months and
igdays. Little Athel look sick Sunday noon
with brain fever. The doctor was called soon,

but it was of no avail. He died the same
evening. Funeral services by Bro. N. H.
Shutt, from 2 Kings 4: 26. John Long.

LINK— In Branch County, Mich., April 29,

(897, Sister Rosa May Link (Morrow), wile of

David Link, and daughter of Bro. Charles and
Sister Libbie Morrow, aged 2> years, 7 months

by Bro. N. H.

.. FALLEN * ASLEEP
CHRISTIAN.— At the same

iumptton, Sister Susannah Chn
ier) aged 39 years, 7 months and

and 17 days.

Shutt, from Luke 8: 52.

CUTSINGER.-Ne;
20, 1897, of lung fev

child of Ed and En

Sheldon, Iowa, March

nly

Chri bon

i of the District Board, or

or, may visit the congrega-

nterest of the cause and
struct the local solicitois

:nt of the Board it will be

effort toculth

among the churchei

preach mission serr

before their members at council-meetings, and
otherwise labor to awaken the members to a

sense of the greatness of the cause and en-

courage them to aid in the work.

6. The memb
their general soli

members in the

work with and

when in the judg

profitable to do s

7. The District Board may communicate
with the churches, or directly with all the
members of the District, through the mails,

laying before them the state of the work, its

progress, calls and wants,

8. The District Board may work through
the Sunday schools of the District and may
employ all other means of cultivating mission

sentiment and forwarding the mission work,

and securing needed iunds for the same, as it

may in its judgment provide, in all of which it

shall proceed in harmony with the mind and
spirit of the church, and shall be amenable to

the District Meeting for its methods and work
This general provision includes the privilege

10 apply to the General Missionary Commit-
tee for funds when necessary.

9. The territory of the District Mission
Board includes all of the Middle District of

Missouri, outside of the limits of organized
churches, and within the limits of such church-
es when called upon by the local boards to

work therein,

MILLER.—At Lewisburg, Pa., May 9, 1897,

J., wife of Howard Miller, aged 51 years

Deceased was born in Virginia. Funeral ser-

by Raymond Davis, late of Madras, In

dia, from the text, " I will go in the strength of

the Lord." Sister Miller was a member of

the church for nearly twenty years She 1

a woman beloved by all who knew her, ;

thousands will mourn her loss, and Bro. H>

ard will have the sympathy of hts m;
friends. Two grown children survive, but the

been there most, as "Heart's Delight," i

blasted, She was born on a bleak February

day, and went home on a May day when all

the blossoms were dancing. Z,

ZELLERS.—In the Eel River church, Kos
ciusko Co., Ind., May 3, 1897, Nancy Zeller:

{nee Lininger) aged 87 years and 7 months
Deceased was born in Lancaster Co., Pa., ir

August, 1809. She was married June 5, 1832

to Abram Zellers, who is still living. Service;

by Bro. Jacob Snell, assisted by Bro. Wm. F
Nealand the writer. Text, Job 14: 14, "If a

man die, shall he live again?
"

Emanuel Leckronk,

SHIVELY.—In the Yellow River church,

Marshall Co., Ind., March 2, 1897, Bro. Daniel

C. Shively, aged 54 years, 10 months and 29

days. Deceased was born in Stark County,

Ohio, April 3, 1842. His death was caused by
sneer in his face, with which he had been
oubled for over two years. He united with

the Brethren church in 1864. He leaves a wife

d eleven children. Funeral services by
Eld. J. H. Sellers. Alice Yoder.

SNYDER. — In the Snake Spring church,

Bedford Co., Pa., April 28, 1897, Virgie May,
daughter of Bro. James C. and Sister Emma
Snyder, aged one year, 2 mouths and 17 days.

Funeral services by Bro. David Detwiler, as-

sted by Bro. Jacob Koontz.

Geo. A. Snyder.

SMITH.—In the Black River church, Ohio,

April 15, 1897, Sister Lydia Smith, widow of

John Smith, aged 79 years, 11 monthsand 18

tys. Funeral conducted by Bro. Silas Weid-
an. Mary Hoover.

HARNISH. — At Middletown, Pa, in the

Big Swatara congregation, but formerly of

Altoona church, Pa, May 11, 1897, Sister Cath-

Harnish, aged 61 years, 4 months and 24

She was a great sufferer for many
ears with rheumatism, and was blind for over

, but bore her afflictions patiently. She
ived by a daughter and one son. Her

maiden name was Kline. She was twice mar-
She was born in Lancaster County, Pa.,

; her remains were interred May 14, 1897.

Funeral services conducted by Mr. Wm.
Ridgway, of the Methodist church of Middle-
wn. Text, 2 Cor. 5: 1,

Clara D. Snavely.

BAKER.—In Newton, Kans., of whooping
cough, April 21, 1897, Lula Viola, only daugh-

of Joseph E, and Clara Baker, aged 1 year
and 9 months, Annie Bakbb,

united with the Bi

was a faithful member to her

the mother of three childre

and two sons. The daughte

called for the elders of the

anointed. Her great desire

husband unite with the chi

death, which pi

away in about se

church of .which she

; baptized. Fu
istry, from John I

she realized, passing

ed by the

; M. Sm

VERMILLION.-

May g,

At Prosperity, Jasper Co.

unds of the Carthage church

stomach and liver trouble. Sis-

:phine, wife of Bro I. A Ver-

million, aged 50 years, 6 months and 17 days
Sister Vermillion was born in Hawkins Coun
ty, Tenn. She was the daughter of J. T. Mid
dlecoff. She leaves a husband, two sons anc

one daughter. Interment in Carterville ceme-

tery. Funeral discourse by Eld. George Barn-

hart, from Rev. 14: 12, 13. N. Oren.

ECKER.—In tl

April 28, 1897, Sis

of Bro. Albert Ec:

irdam church, Md.,

;ed by brethren J. H. Utz and G. K. Sap-

ber of the church. T. J. KoLK.

OSWALT.—In the Blue Creek church, Ad-
ns Co., Ind., April 19, 1897, of consumption,

Bro. John Oswalt, aged 28 years and 15 days
He leaves a wife and child. Foneral sermon
by Bro. Huber. Ida M. Wirth.

YODER. — In the English Prairie church,

Lagrange Co.. Ind., March 6, 1897, of con-

tion, Sister Clara Mae Yoder (Wey-
bright), wife of Bro. Perry Yoder, aged 24

ars, 5 months and 8 days. Funeral services

the home of Bro. Y. D. Yoder, from Toon 14:

3, by brethren Samuel Pbiels and N. H.

utt. After the funeral services, the next

day, her remains were taken to Whitley Coun-

ty, Ind., to her former home, for buria 1

, where
mther funeral sermon was preached by Bro.

John H. Wright. John Long.

RICHES.—In the bounds of English Prairie

church, Lagrange Co., Ind., Feb. 22, 1897,

Catherine Riches (Ager), daughter of Bro. Ja-

cob and Sister Harriet Ager, aged 30 years, 2

months and 21 days. Funeral services by
Brethren Samuel Phiels and N. H. Shutt, from

John 11:25. John Long.

SMITH.—In the Snake Spring church, Bed-
ford Co., Pa., May 8, 1897, Sister Smith, wife

of Bro. Wm. Smith, aged 45 years, it months
and 28 days, She leaves a husband, three sons

d seven daughters. Two sons preceded her

the spirit land. Funeral service by Bro. D.

S. Clapper, assisted by Solomon Hershberger.

Cutsinger, aged
ths and 22 days. The sorrowing

parents cannot comprehend why God has tak-

1 both of their dear little children' from them
so short a time, but he knows best.

Lizzie Stern.

MILLER.— In the rounds of Middle Creek
congregation, Pa., April 26, 1S97, of la grippe,

Mary Miller, aged 75 years, I month and 20

lys. Services by the writer.

Geo. W. Lowry.

EARLY.—At his home in West Cairo, in

the bounds of the Sugar Creek cburcb, Allen

Co., Ohio, May 4, 1897, Bro. Samuel Early,

ged 86 years, 11 months and 15 days. He
yas united in marriage Aug. II, 1831, to Harriet

Wright. To this union were born ten chil-

dren, five of whom, with his companion, have
preceded him to the great beyond. He, with

his companion, united with the German Bap-
tist church about sixty-three years ago, and no
doubt it was with pleasure that he could look

back over a long life spent in the service of

the Master, realijt.ng tbat his labors were not

in vain in the Lord. Funeral services at the

church by brethren Jacob and Samuel Driver,

to a large concourse of people.

David Byerlv.

SPITZER. — In the Greenmount church,

Va., April 29, 1897, of consumption, Bro. Jacob

Spitzer, aged 77 years, 4 monthsand 14 days.

Rro. Spitzer had served the church as minis-

ter for some years, and we trust his labors aie

now crowned with reward. Services at Lin-
ville Creek church by the writer, from Philpp.

1: zi. Jacob A. Garbkb.

COOK.—Near South Mill Creek, W. Va.,

Dec. 9, 1896, of heart trouble, Bro. Nicholas L.

Cook, aged 72 years and 27 days. He was al-

so a minister in the second degree. Services

at the United Brethren church, May 9, 1897, by
the writer. Jacob A. Garber

KIRKWOOD.-Near Petroleum, Ind., April

30, 1897, infant son of friend John Kirkwood
and wife, aged seven days. Funeral services

conducted by Bro. Samuel Neher.

Malinda S. Studebaker.

THOVfAS.—At Carthage, Mo., May 5, 1897,

of whooping cough, and pneumonia, Etta

fant daughter of friend Norman A. and
Mabel Thomas, aged 4 months and 29 days.

Funeral services conducted by Eld. Geo.

from Matt. 19: n, 14, 15, and the re-

; laid t

Noah
ery s

laid ' Rays
Cove burying ground, in which community she

lived till some few years ago,

Geo, A, Snyder,

Carthage.

COOVER. — At their home, McPherson,
!ans., April 19, 1897, Blanch Ida Coover,

youngest daughter of Bro. J C and Sister

e Coover, aged 12 years, 4 months and 12

days. Little Blanche was ; filleted with diph-

lic croup, and was ill but five days. She

l bright, happy child, the joy of the home,

but God called her away. Susie SluSher.

COOVER.—At the same place May 7, 1897,

of diphtheria and heart paralysis, Sister Eflie

si, second daughter of Brother and Sister

J. C. Coover, aged 15 years, 10 months and 24

s. Sister Effie united with the church over

years ago. She was anointed during her

last illness. Susie Slusher,
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Do You Sing?
l( so, have you examined the Brethren Sun 1

day School Song Book? It is a well-at-rangei

and carefully-selected collection of son^s suit.-i

blc (or the Sunday School, Prayer Meeting
Srn i.t.1 Gathering.

Thousands of them have been sold, and t(

introduce the book this offer is made to Sun
day School Superintendents and Choristers

Order a copy, either round or shaped notes

accompanied with 35 cents, the retail price

and we will send the book and a coupon good
for 35 cents on the first dozen books
dcred at the Titular pnce, $3.60 per dozen

[

paid. Address:

Brethren Publishing House,

Doctrinal Outlines

Is a book of 77 closely-primed pages that is

growing in favor wherever it is known. It

work for ministers, Sunday school workers and
others, containing outlines on the following:

Historical, Doctrinal, Missionary, Secret Soci-

eties, Homiletics, Revivals, The Sunday School

The Home.
It is highly prized in Smyrna. (See page 41

of Messenger.) Order soon, as the number
on hand is limited. Price, paper covs

cents; cloth, 25 cents, prepaid,

Brethren Publishing House,
Ml. Morri

T77"a,n.ted. I

Windsor
European Hotel,

TRIBUNE BLOCK,

US to 153 Dearborn St. S, Gregstbn, Prop,

CHICAGO, ILL.

TO LOAN

James T. Quinlan,

SHIPPING & COMMISSION MERCHANT
305 S. Charles St., Baltimore, Md,

B. L. CARTER, Oirard, 111., "«

Dry Goods, Shoes, Etc.

Baltimore City Church.

Well Pleased with the
Song Book.

For 35 cents wc will send ;i copyofthenbovc
nnmed book and ., cou| same ttraount,

tier of u ur more books tit S3.60 per dozen pre-

paid. Address:

Brethren Publishing Housb,
Mi. Morris, III.

New Brethren Colony,

MOUNT MORRIS,
Morrison County, Minnesota,

No Free Lands but the Heat Lands in

Minnesota at Lout Prices and
on. Easy Terms !

PITZEK HOUSE Z?>ZZ

Texas' Big Berry Crop.

Teeter's Commentary

The prices on this popular and re-

liable Commentary have now been re-

duced to the following:

Cloth Binding, two volumes, - $4.00.

Half Leather, two volumes, - - 4S°-
Half Morocco, two volumes, - - 5.00.

Address: Brethren Publishing House,
Mt. Morris, 111

Send for Special Prices to Agents.

Our Publications.

Children at Work—Weekly; well-illustra.
ted; contains the Sunday school lesson, with
explanation, etc, adapted to the understanding
of small children. No better publication can
be found for the little boys and girls of onr
Sunday schools,

The following is the list of the periodicals,
Sunday School Helps, etc.

The Gospel Messenger.—A large, religions
weekly —published in (he interest of the Brelh-
cn or German Baptist church and iheir only
ecogniied rnurch organ. Price, $1.50 per

The Young Dliclpla.—An illustrated week-
ly for the young. This is one of the most In-

teresting Sunday school papers published, and
should be used in all the schools within reach

Brethren's Family Almanac.—Every fam-
ily should have this Almanac; complete in ev-
ery way. Price, per copy, 10 cents; special

terms to energetic agents.

Brethren's Quarterly—Prepared for all ad-
vanced classes. It contains the lessen text

and a complete explanation of the lesson

throughout. In preparing this quart nywe
keep constantly in view the needs pi the
Brotherhood, and aim to fully adapt It to ti elr

Single 1

neatest, and best illustrated quarterlies pub-
lished. The pictures are selected with great
care, and every lesson is illustrated. The little

folks are delighted with it.

Sunday School Supplies.—We keep any
thing that is used in Sunday school work.
Write us for prices on goods not adver-

tised here.

Sunday School Reward Cards.—Our stock

of cards is large and presents a variety

in styles and prices so as to please all.

Please send us a trial order and be con-

l«J2 Four DoBlgriB, very nan, Dowered bor-

IB15 Four DoHlgQH, very One gilt, edge, ilio

visn KratioHued landscape nd Flower*,

I2J7 Birds autl LHuiPhuupe, HltuHifi^ 16 oentl,

ISM BKUBandLaadacape.al.oflxfi!* Ucenli.
;386 Floweraand Lsndaoape, me 3*x«i. . 11 oentl.

L298 Blr.la and Landscape, BtieB^xtti,. . . laoonU,
1391 Fine Soenery, ttie 3j*x6H, looenis.

«l«Q«.- ' '•
• .Moenli,

tU5H Landioape and Blrdl.llieUXgK,. . .tOOCMl.

Other Helps.—We are prepared to furnish

Bible Dictionaries, Commentaries, Maps, and

Bibles of every description. Always write ui

before ordering elsewhere.

ten ordering cards be sure to give num-

ber and price as well as the name, so that there

may be no mistake.
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FARMING

LANDS

Prairie lohu
VIDUAL&'-STtMb''^ !.'iNE.?.

L0NIES "' INDI-

Loads will never be cheaper than
rll

a CROP PAYMENT

A GRAND SUCCESS!

...THE FOURTH...

Great Northern Excursion!

NORTH DAKOTA.

The Fourlh Annual Excursion of Home-
tekcrs lo North Dakota under the auspices of

le Great Northern Railway left Chicago
larch 30th, and by accessions on leaving St.

aul, the party numbered 1.457. This was

not i

eby*
I settle]

ilway in the world.

PLAN,-"Onth«Soo

FREE HOMESTEADS

Visit the beautiful KENMARE andIIOUIIKU.X Cunt,,; near the "lies
Lacs' Lukes in Ward County, opened
for homestead entry, Jul,- >7 , ISOti.
lhesefurjnn,^ funds un- lull,- ennui to
those of Ruins,,-, Toirnvr Rolette and
Bottineau Counties, tin No,-. Ist/lSUti,
more than lot) homesteads had been
taken ncarKonmure and Boa-bells.

Jj^SNITE COjU. mi,,o,l •On th. So. !.,«,

BRETHREN StnStothSfT."
1"* '° '"'

OUR ILLUSTRATED LAND PRIMERS
^- 2 1,22 , 44, wit ,,,*. .n.nl,. I ,,..„ , j

HALF FARES (ff„
B
„,?'te

a
f«ils

...Land Department...

Northern Pacific Railway Co.

In Central North Dakota

FREE Government Land, Crop Payment
Land, Railroad Land, at $3 to $5 per

Acre, on Ten Years' Time,
Interest, 6 per cent.

Wells, Foster and
...Eddy Counties

Numerous Public Schools, Healthy Ciimat
Good Water, obtainable at from 18 to 30

feet, black.loam Soil with clay Sub-
soil, Railroad Competition.

May Jo, 1897.

ANNUAL MEETING

GERMAN BAPTIST

BRETHREN

Frederick, Md.
June 3 to 10, 1S97.

Special Train via Baltimore & Ohio
Railroad will Leave Grand Cen-

tral Passenger Station, Chi-
cago, Friday, Jane 4,

at 3; 30 P. M.

The excursion of 1896 numbered 1,000; th

excursion of 1895 numbered over 450; the ex

cursion of 1804 numbered over 300, Each yea

the number has increased, indicating the gen
eral satisfaction of the Brethren with North
Dakota, as there are now settlements at s

teen different points along the Great Northern
Railway.

During the Spring and Summer of 1897 it i

the purpose of the undersigned to send sma
parties of settlers to that State who desire t

pick out free government homesteads or 1

buy farms on the crop payment plan. Person
who wish lo join these parties, orwant informa
tion about North Dakota, are invited to writ
for publications and full particulars.

MAX BASS,

He'll be There.

Bro. A. M. T. Miller, of Pickrell, Nebr., fa-

vorably known to our Brethren, will be at
Annual Conference at Frederick, Md., and
give full and reliable information concerning
Nebraska and kindred topics. See him!

THE LIFE AND LABORS OF
JAS T. (JUINLAN.

In.

Nebraska
In the rain district, where crops

;

: many prosper
ker Brethren, and there is still

many more. Nebraska offers 1

opportunities for farm renters of

to get homes when
had at a reasonable pn

forty settlements of

State! Write for informa__
T. Miller, Pickrell, Nebr.; „.

P. S. Eustis,

'Detroit. ai.d.iKi
Or.FEANK 8WlCKAItn.Tr/iv. Ii..iiik'r .,(„.„ Wt

NORTH MANfHLSJ Kit. t:..li.Vi

GERMAN BAPTISTS'

ANNUAL MEETING
FREDERICK, MD.,

June 3 to 10, 1897.

German Baptist Church at Carringto
with a Nice Churchhouse

Free of Debt.

O. "W. MOTT,

WM. H. PHIPPS.
Land Gommlsdlonei

Northern Faolnt

ST. PAUL, MINN.

WHY NOTrr

The PENNSYLVANIA Lines
ill sell excursion tickets to the

above Meeting from all points in

Central Traffic Association ten.
tory, at one tirst-class limited fare

for the round trip, tickets on sale

at all ticket offices June 2, 3 and
i, good to return up to and includ-

ing June 30, 1897. This popular
route, with its picturesque scenery
and high grade accommodations,
is well known to all as the Stand
ard Railway of America.

Four trains daily from Chicago
10:30 A. M., 3:00 P.M., 9:00
P.M., and 11 :30P.M. Sleeping
car arrangements may be made in

advance, and any information will

be promptly given on application

by letter or wire to

H. E. DEPJNG, A. G. P. A.,

243 Clark St., Chicago.

Victor Headache Specific.

CURESJi|iSHiSSE

°'"""p,IIP#£fTEN-CENT

vle^^raMlSL'TSwlS^ASsS'"''"''

THE BALTIMORE & OHIO R. R.

$17.25
CHICAGO to FREDERICK

AND RETURN.

June 2, 3, 4,

GOOD TO RETURN UNTIL JUNE 30:.

A Special Train.

Through to Frederick without

CANCEUNDJUMORUXA%£z r,
s

,

POEMS OF A DECADE,

25 Cents for Butter
Is not an lmposslbllty

ZERO CREAMERY...
With WATER alone.

r Catalogue 1

ZERO CREAMERY CO.,

Calvertoa, Fauquier Co., Va. ' poitpaldI

promptly by the
to whom they 1

SI1.VII!I\K IMI SOLID Nll.Ui! U lf( III.S F,,r

Canoeis C-u.red I

Dr. Hess, of Qrand Rapids, Mich.,

The Baltimore & Ohio Railroad

THE ONLY DIRECT LINE

Two Fast Limited Vestibuled Trains

ng Chicago dally at 10: 25 A. M. and a- Hu p

ONLY ONE NIGHT OUT.

r going or returning.

Sleeping Car Berths.

SK* M8r
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Sprinj Follows Winter, so Light Follows Dar kooss. By Emroett
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" The question of r e mitting street-cars to run on

Sunday was submitted to the voters of Toronto,

Canada, May 15. The result was, for Sunday cars

'6,433, against 15,954; majority for Sunday cars,

479- Episcopalians and Roman Catholics favored

Sunday cars, but the Methodists, Presbyterians and
Baptists opposed them. Four years ago the permit

was refused by a majority of 3,000. Three years

ago another vote was taken, and that majority was
reduced to 1,100. Another vote cannot be taken
for three years."

We are surprised that such papers as the Baptist

Standard and the Outlook should encourage mili-

tary schemes, but such is the case. Both of these

papers urge the sending of a war vessel to make
certain demands on Turkey, that might possibly

lead to some conflicts. We see nothing wrong
about the demands, but the advocating of war,

upon the part of Christian journals, is not just

the right thing. So long as the pulpit and the

Christian press urge and encourage war measures,
we cannot expect to build up the peace sentiment,
so clearly recommended in the New Testament.
H there must be wars, let them be conducted by
those who have not accepted the teachings of

Jesus, the Prince of Peace. Were peace princi

P'es more ably advocated by the leading Chris-

tian minds, we might not have to submit to the

humiliation of having an Arbitration treaty killed

by the Senate of the moat enlightened nation of

earth.

The first General Conference of the Mormon
church, held outside of Salt Lake City, convened
near Hagerstown, Md., June 1. Only a tew years

ago the Brethren held their Annual Meeting at the

same place. The object of the present gathering is

to push the Mormon doctrine into every section of

this and other countries. It is astonishing how such

an erroneous doctrine can secure so many followers!

The Japanese are a growing people; their own
country is becoming too small for them, and th^y

must' seek other lands fort heir rapidly-increas

ing population. Arrangements have been made
to settle a number in Mexico, and not long since,

six hundred passed through San Francisco, en route

for the locality set apart for them. Already

300000 acres of land have been secured for that

purpose, and this is divided up into farms of about

twenty acres each. The new settlers will give

special attention to the raising of cntton, coffee, su-

gar, etc. Also attempts will be made to introduce

manufacturing establishments, and in this way
give the Japs employment. Others are expected

to follow those who have come in advance, and,

in the course of time, we may look for a very

large and strong body of Japanese in this part of

North America. This arrangement gives them
an opening that they have been seeking, and they

will, doubtless, make the very best of it. They are

th"e "Yankees of the East," and, should their

present movement receive the encouragement

from the Mexican government anticipated, we may
expect to have the Japanese for our next-door

neighbor in the South. It will not greatly sur-

prise us, if they, in course of time, do not gain a

foothold in Mexico, that will cause their power

to be felt. We trust they will prove a blessing to

the country.

The River Nile is said to be the salvation of

Egypt. It takes its rise from an immense lake,

under the equator, near the center of Africa, and

flows northward until it enters the Mediterranean

Sea, being nearly 4,000 miles in length, Its lower

seldom, seen, and for 1,500 miles, in this region, it

receives not one tributary. In the middle of the

summer it overflows its banks in lower Egypt, the

waters spread over vast plains and leave deposits

that enrich the land from year to year. This

has been going on fqr many thousands of years,

and is the one thing that keeps the beautiful val-

ley of the Nile from becoming a barren waste.

The upper pact of the river abounds in cataracts

and falls, one of the falls being not less than 100

feet high, at a point where the stream is 400 feet

wide. It is now proposed to use these falls for

the purpose of generating electricity for motive

power, throughout the region. It is maintained that

enough Lower can be generated to do an immense

trafficking business, and also carry on large manu-

facturing establishments. From the beginning of

the world, these great sources of power have ex-

isted, but not until recently has any one thoig'.t

of employing them, with which to serve the pur-

poses of man. When once harnessed, they will

probably generate sufficient power to light up all

the cities and run all the machinery within a rea

sonable distance of the stream. Could those who
constructed the great pyramids and grand temples

of Ejjypt only look out from their mummy cases,

theywould be startled at the inventions of man in

these latter days. In all probability the end of im-

portant inventions and discoveries has not yet been

reached.

A strong effort is being made on the part of

the government, to introduce into this country
the culture of the sugar beet, and the manufacture
of sugar from it. The United States pays annually

to foreign countries, Siooooo.ooo for sugar. If

the hopes of the promoters of the sugar be ct in-

dustry are fully realized, instead of sending this

immense sum of money out of the country, it will

be expended at home. It will go to our farmers

and'to those who work in our sugar factories. In

this way our own people would be benefited and
work be given to the army of the unemployed, who
are seeking work. Farmers in localities where
the land and climate are suited to growing the

sugar beet, should not be slow in cultivating this

sugar producing root. The government is distrib-

uting large quantities of beet seed free, to those

who are willing to make a test of cultivation. God
has blessed our country with such a variety of soil

and climate, that we may raise almost everything

that is needed, in the way of supplies, (or the

people. In the culture of the sugar beet may be

found lucrative employment for land and labor.

Statistics are generally considered dry reading,

but that is not likely to be said of the following.

It relate* to the death rate of twenty eight cities

of this country having a population of over ioo,-

000. It also compares the death rates of these

cities with a few foreign cities. In Newark, N. J.,

the death rate is 27.40 per 1000 inhabitants.

Other cities are as follows: New York 26.45; Jer-

sey City, 25.43; Brooklyn, 23.88; New Orleans,

white, 23.57; Boston, 23.44; Denver, 23,00: San

Francisco. 22.46; Philadelphia, 21.29; Providence,

25 12; Baltimore, white, 21.05; Cincinnati, 21.00;

Cleveland, 20 21; Pittsburg. 2013; Chicago, 1905;

Milwaukee, 16.78; Detroit, 1870, Washington,

white, 18.57; Buffalo, 1838; Allegheny, 18,17;

Louisville, white, 18. 16; Indianapolis, 1732; Roch-

ester, 17.32; Kansas City, 17.30; St. Louis, white,

16.50; St. Paul, 1488; Minneapolis, 13.54; Omaha,

953 The highest death rate in foreign cities is

that in Madras, which is 429; Moscow, 40,3; and

London's rate is 20.3; Paris, 24.5; Berlin, z\ 6; and

St. Petersburg, 28.4. It appears from these facts

that in the United States is the better place to live.

betu Gr L-<

This order is con

maintained that

ment of Greece

affirmed that th>

nd Turkey

nfortunate

precipitated by

as the Hellenic Brotherhood,

d of Greeks, and its officers

as stronger than the Govern-

f, and that, in the event of

war, it would show its power in a masterly way.

The aim of the brotherhood was to unite all the

Greeks in one strong secret confederation, and,

in this way, build up. the cause of down-trodden

Greece. King George, however, was opposed to

the war, knowing that his small kingdom could

not cope with Turkey. But the war came, Greece

is defeated, and the Hellenic Brotherhood has

shown itself to be of no value in time of trouble.

It did its utmost to bring on the war, has humil-

iated Greece, and thrown her back not less than

ten years in the way of progress, and not one

thing is left to, in any manner, atone for the terri-

ble mistake. Well, this scores one against secret

societies, and another one against war. It is even

asserted that the Powers knew of this secret

order and its intentions, and were willing for the

strife, in order that the brotherhood might be

brought to an end. We are glad that the war is

over, and if this secret society shall cease to exist,

we shall be glad of that too.
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BREAD UPON THE WATtRS.

When the twilight shades were falling

O'er a chapel old and dim,

And the sweel-voiced choir were singing,

Solt and low, ihe vesper hymn-
Stood a stranger, cold and hungry,

Knocking at a rich man's dour,

And he heard the surly answer,

" We have nothing for the poor!
"

Hut a little heart was quickened,

And a child voice cried in glee,

" Take these pennies I was saving

For the heathen o'er ihe sea!
"

"Twas a trifle that she gave him,

But it saved a man Irom sin,

As the music from the chapel

Sank to depths his soul within,

Dreams of boyhood's happy home.

Ere a beggar and an outcast

Through the streets he had to roam.

Saw again the water rushing,

Through the wheel that turned the mill,

And the morning-glories twining

Round the cottage on the hill.

Time sped on, with airy pinions.

And unto a maiden fair

Came one day a priestly stranger.

Proud of mien, with silvered hair.

" Daughter! be thou my confessor;

-ihe rkna

And he kissed ihe hand that saved him

From a heathen's lowly grave.

" By the garb that now enfolds me,

Swear 1, with uplifted eyes,

To befriend the poor and lonely

Till this heart in nature dies."'

THE CONDEMNATION OF JESUS CHRIST.

BY G. J FBRCKEN.

We translate the following fiom the Gaulois, a

Paris daily, which, il true, will interest the readers

of the Gospel Messenger. It is written and

signed by a certain Meequis de Trogcff Cauvaux:

"We are in possession of the most important le-

gal document ever found in the annals or archives

of the world, vis., the condemnation of Jesus

Christ. Written originally in Hebrew, we here

transcribe it in a known language:

• Sentence Pronounced by Pontius Pilate, Governor of Lower
Uahlee, Declaring "Jesus of Nazareth Guilty of

the Death of the Cross.

' In the seventeenth year of the reign of Tiberius Cesar, the

twenty-fifth day of March, in the Holy City of Jerusalem, An-

nas and Caiphas being High Priests of the people of God,

Pontius Pilate being governor of Lower Galilee, silting on the

presidential chair of the Pretorium.

Condemns said Jesus of Nazareth to die on the cross be-

tween two thieves, because of the following serious and notori-

ous charges brought against him by the people:
'
I. Tnat Jesus is a deluder (seducteur),

'2. A seditionary.
1

3. An enemy of the law.

' 4. Calls himself falsely the Son of God.

'5. Calls himself King of Israel,

'6. Entered the temple, followed by a multitude holding

palm-branches in their hands.
' Orders the first centurion G. Cornelias to lead him to the

place of punishment.
' Forbids everybody, rich and poor, to prevent the death of

'Wit s signing ihe s

Tobani, Pharist

zokobauel,
:l Tobani,

Clerk.'

'Thi

is engraved on a steel plate,

de of which is written: (Such a plate to

every tribe.)

plate was found in an antique vase of

white marble during excavations made in the city

of Aquila, Kingdom of Naples, in 1720, by the

' commissaries of arts' sent from France."

The vase is now to be found in the church of Ca-

serta, and the plate in the monastery of the Char-

treux, whose monks have made themselves famous

by their liquor, known as Chartreuse I

Smyrna, Asia Minor.

THE PREACHER AND HIS MESSAGE.

To Bro. Samuel H. Hertzler, Elizabeihtcwn, Pa.

:

—
The highest glory and most solemn function

possible to man is to enshrine and manifest GOD.
"This honor have all the saints." Psa. 149: 9-

The hand and the foot, the ear and the eye, express

the same life, each in the manner adapted to their

position and purpose. But to the mouth is as-

signed a special function. You have for years

been testifying for Jesus, in the family, in the Sab-

bath school, in the store, in the community; but

one week ago you were placed by the Holy Spirit

and the church in the more specific position of

steward and ambassador for Christ. Henceforth,

you will be known in a more definite sense as a

preacher of the cross.

Very ample and luminous and minute is the

Word of God as to your obligation. Foremost is

this: ' Search the Scriptures ; for in them ye think

ye have eternal life; and they are they which testi-

fy of ME." John 5: 39. Not a few texts, here

and there, to defend and reiterate some pet doctrine

or opinion, but a comprehensive, systematically- ar-

ranged view of the whole Bible as the vitally-con-

nected revelation of the eternal mind. Christ him-

self is the model in this desideratum. Walking in-

cognito with two of his disciples, " He began at

Moses and all the prophets, and expounded unto

them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Him-

self." Luke 24: 27.

There we have a sermon worthy of profound

study and close imitation. No sermon that is not

based on the Scriptures, and vitalized through and

through with the risen, eternal Christ, is worth ut-

tering. How faithfully did the apostles adhere to

this method! Peter's Pentecostal sermon wa« com-

pounded of Scripture and Christ and Holy Ghost.

"Philip went down to the city of Samaria and

preached Christ unto them." Acts 8: 5. When he

sat with the eunuch in his chariot, expounding the

prophet Isaiah, " he preached unto him Jesus." Acts

8:35
Wherever Paul went, and wherever he was im-

prisoned, his tongue and pen had but one theme—
"Jesus Christ, and him crucified." i Cor. 2: 2.

And why not? " In him dwelleth all the fullness

of the GODHEAD bodilv." Col 2: 9. There is

neither use nor necessity to preach anything else.

We can gather our illustrations from all parts of

the universe, for so did he. Yet we need not lose

sight of him. All things bear " His image and su-

perscription."

It is the office of the Holy Ghost to reveal to us

the mysteries of Jesus in his person and work.

John 16: 13. 14. He can elaborate a sermon out of

a corn of wheat, and a lump of leaven, and a grain

of salt, and a drop of water, and a thousand other

common natural objects, that will open to us the

very Arcana of the Holy Trinity in the work of re-

demption.

To study Jesus is to spread one's self abroad

through the universe. His omnipresence is essen-

tial to his mediatorship. A spirit-illumined preach-

er will never lack subjects in the discharge of his

office. He will see divinity in the lily, in the fowls

of the air, in the falling sparrow, in the light, the

air, the very hairs of his head. Creation is the pre-

cursor of redemption, and Christ is the author of

both.

All this presupposes the death of self. Without

crucifixion and resurrection, the incarnation would

have been a failure. Our colleges can turn out fine

specimens of intellectual expositors of Scripture;

but the Holy Ghost alone can make a Christian

preacher. The pulpits of Christendom have, to a

wide extent, become the arena for the exhibition of

vain glory. Our Brotherhood has not wholly es-

caped this curse. Once in a while we hear " the

sounding brass and tinkling cymbal." Grace and

puff never coalesce. Always the reverse. James

4: 6. We cannot be too diligent in acquiring

knowledge. 1 Tim. 4: 13-16, But we must evei

be on the alert, lest it foster self-reliance. A beau

tiful sight, and too rare is a college-bred Chri s tj a
minister. " Without me ye can do nothing,'

j s
,<

"

cardinal, all-inclusive principle of Christianity
6

This is more than an objective Christ, contempl
t

ed and imitated. It is the very immanence of God
holding and moulding and directing all the activ''

ties and possibilities of our being. We all need
more of 2 Cor. 3: 18, and 4: 6, and 1 John [•

Here is a lesson which eighteen Christian centuries

have not mastered. There is still too much of j

Cor. 10: 12. When Gal, 6: 14 becomes the unive

sal characteristic, we will know how to preach, how
to live, how to exemplify 1 Cor. 10 31.

' We pray you in Christ's stead, he ye recondUd

to God." 2 Cor. 5: 20 This is an epitome of y0l)r

whole self and your entire work as a minister of l e .

sus Christ. " We are ambassadors for Christ. aq

THOUGH GOD DID BESEECH YOU BY US."

Ibid. What can be more emphatic, more explicit

more solemn? To be as God, in character, authori-

ty, veracity, in things of infinite moment and eter-

nal consequence! Verily, there is a mea- ing
in \

Cor. 4: I f
which should bow every " minister of

Christ " on his face at the foot of the cross! Be
Christed, and preach Christ. This is the sum of

your being and mission. " Preach the Word."
" The WORD is GOD." 2 Tim. 4: 2; John 1:1.'

Preach by the Holy Ghost. 1 Pet. i: 12. He
will furnish you with thought and truth and adap-

tation out of the fulness of Jesus. This is the

scope of his work, and it is as ample as " the ful-

ness o£ God." " Pray without ceasing." and let

Paul be your model as to the substance and extent

of your prayers. I will refer to only a few instan-

. Eph. 3: 14-19; Col.

;3 ;
2 The 16, 17. Abo let

Matt. 6: 9, io, be the directory and inspiration of

your life, and prayers, and labors in and for the

Lord. Very, very great and glorious is the Chris-

tian life. We are all prone to underrate it. We
need to he reminded constantly of Philpp. 3' 14,

To make us gods, Christ became man. It is the

crowning work of Jehovah; and if we would real ze

it we must heed I Thess. 2: 12. The head and the

body are a unit. The Holy Ghost pervades both,

The little finger is the medium of the divine expres-

sion. To keep the church mindful of this sublime

and thrilling verity, is your work. To illustrate it

in your life is your unspeakable joy and glory, and

the ruling factor in your ministry. You have a

Gospel that is worth preaching You deal with

souls that God estimates at such immeasurable val-

ue that he thought it not too high a price to ran-

som them with the blood of his only begotten and

well beloved Son.

With ever-increasing wonder and adoration, re-

peat to yourself, scores, hundreds, thousands of

times, the words that Paul uttered with all the un-

gauged pathos of his soul. Eph. 3: 5-12. Then

your ministry will mean Col 1: 28, 29, and Heb. 13:

20, 21, and Dan. 12: 3. Amen and amen,

Union Deposit, Pa.

WHAT SECRET SOCIETIES ARE DOING.

In looking over the Messenger, from time to

time, my he^rt is made glad to learn of so many

dear souls that have been made willing to forsake

sin and embrace the religion of our dear Lord and

Savior Jesus Christ. I live too far away from the

Brethren church to attend the meetings, but I do

enjoy reading the Messenger. On its pages we

find many precious truths.

Some time ago my attention was called to a litj|e

sketch found in the editorial columns, that spoke

of the secret societies that are sapping the life °"

of the churches. I was much impressed with the

thought, that nothing more true was ever p"
-

lished. It forcibly reminded me of a true but sa^

condition in our own little town to-day. -
Sever

*_

years ago there were at this place two thriving >

tie churches,—Baptist and Methodist,—but sine

then secret societies have been organized, one
^ .

one. until now there are five in number,—the



June 5. 'ar-

sons. Odd Fellows, Woodmen, Eastern Star, and

Rebeccas, taking in both sexes. The first named
denomination have no preaching at all any more,

there being no money to pay the preacher, while

the latter hardly survives to tell the sad story

The once thriving churches are now spiritually

dead. Actions are said to speak louder than

words. The inference is, " We have no money left

for God's cause after we build our large halls, and

furnish them with emblem carpets, and keep up the

expenses which are attached to each member of

said lodges."

While our town is in this sad condition, the ad-

versary of souls seems to have full control, as be

is seen cropping out on every side and corner. We
trust to see a change for the better, some time in

the near future, but only God knows when.

Spivfy
t
Kans.

HUMANITY AS JE5US SAW IT.

" For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which

was lost."—Luke iq:-io.

The above words were spoken by the Blessed

Master, while a guest in the house of Ziccheus, the

publican, and only a few days before his death.

This was spoken as a rebuke to some of the " stick-

lers " of that time,

Terrible, ttnible was the condition of the world

at the time of our Savior's first advent. - Truth was

almost entirely banished from the face of the world

Idolatry, with its revolting rites, universally pre

vaile J
, except among the Jews, and even their re

ligion had sunken imo a mere form,—a body with-

out the spirit. Extreme national pride, and the

most virulent contempt for all other peoples ch;

acterized them. As a natural consequence of th

contempt for all outside the pale" of Judaism, they

were most cordially hated and despised by all c

er nations, hence the early Christians were subj

ed to a more harsh and cruel treatment, because

they were looked upon as a Jewish sect.

Among the Romans there were the Patrician an>

the Plebeian ranks—the citizen and the slave. Ai

the privileges and immunities were granted to th

higher classes, while the common people and thi

slaves,—and these constituted the larger numbers

—were looked upon as the scum of society, am
treated with the utmost contempt and cruelty. If

they were but suspected of crime, the most fearful

tortures were inflicted upon them, and death, in its

most hideous forms, was their portion. The father-

hood of God, and the brotherhood of man were

unthought of then

Extreme ideas prevailed. Contempt of men, 01

deification of them, were the prevailing sentiments

Both were equally the outgrowth of heathenism

and ignorance. Only the great were thought to be

in possession of an immortal soul,—those who could

distinguish themselves by force or wisdom, as Cae-

sar, Socrates, Cicero, and the like.

But Jesus saw greatness in man, as man. In ev-

ery son or daughter of Adam he saw an immortal

principle, a germ, from which wonderful develop-

ments might be produced. The rags of the beggar

could not hide it from his eyes, nor the black skin

of the African, nor even the crimes of the evil-do-

lt takes wisdom and skill to detect the beautiful

and costly gem, when in the rough. A traveler in

South Africa,—John O'Reilly,—stopped for the

night at the house of a farmer. The children were

playing with some pretty pebbles they had found

the day before in the river near by. One of these

pebbles attracted O'Reilly's attention. He picked

it up, saying that it might be a diamond. The

farmer laughed, and said he could have it, that it

was no diamond. O'Reilly took the pebble, which

proved to be a valuable diamond. The farmer and

his children saw not the preciousness of the little

pebble, but the more enlightened traveler saw in it

a gem of rare beauty, only needing the lapidary's

skill, to bring out the loveliness of the stone.

So those fellow-beings whom we often neglect or

slight, or, perhaps, even ridicule, possess, no matter

rH® G-os^s-L jyLJiJSSJijjNrc3-£]i^.

>w rough their exterior may be, a soul of inesti-

able value.

We have much encouragement from God's Word,
to labor for the salvation of souls. James says,
" Let him know that he which converteth the sin-

ner from the error of his way shall save a soul from
death, and shall hide a multitude of sins." It mat-
ters not what the moral or social condition of the
sinner may be, it is enough for us to know that he
is a sinner, and reeds salvation. Shall not that in-

terest us, which causes joy in heaven, for the Mas-
ter tells us, " There is joy in heaven over one sin-

ner that repenteth "? Daniel tells us, "And they
that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the

firmament; and they that turn many to righteous-

ness, as the stars for ever and ever. Surely the

soul-winner has enough encouragement to stimu-

late him to action!

We are surrounded on all sides by unsaved, but

immortal souls. Are we, who know the precious-

ness of a Savior's love, the power of saving grace,

doing all in our power to induce others to accept

of the great salvation?

I tremble when I think of our neglect of duty. I

know that I have slighted many, many opportuni-

ties for usefulness,—opportunities that never will

return. Precious diamonds are all around us. Do
we not appreciate their value?

We have read of artists, who, when they are, with

pencil and brush, transferring to canvas their ideal

of grace and beauty, become so enraptured, as the

lines of beauty are brought out, and their sublime

conception is being developed in a tangible form,

that they almost lose consciousness, and fall into a

perfect paroxysm of excitement. Unspeakable rap-

ture seizes them as they see before them the real im-

age of what formerly existed only in their minds.

But the happiness of seeing an ideal of beauty and

grace, evolving from the inner consciousness, and

printed on canvas, or chiseled in marble, is not to

be compared to the pure joy that one experiences,

who has led a soul to Christ, when he sees that soul

more and more developing into the lovely image

of hioi who was not marred by sin.

Nothing is so wonderful as to see one, who 1

was deformed, and bespattered with sin, bee

more and more conformed to the image of the Son

of God.

This wonderful transformation is possible; it

within the reach of every soul that will put itself

under the influence of this transforming process.

Paul tells us how this divine image may be in-

wrought upon our hearts. " But we all, with open

face, beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord,

are changed into the same image from glory to

glory, even as by the spirit of the Lord."

By keeping our eyes ever on Chris*, patterning

our lives after his, we will gradually be similar to

that lovely model. We unconsciously bee

more and more like those with whom we prefer to

associate.

What joy to the Christed soul, and especially to

those who watch for souls, as those who must gi

account, to see a soul emerging from death into

life, its wings freeing themselves frr>m the hard,

ugly chrysalis in which it was confined, to flutter

into the sunshine of God's love.

How anxious the apostles and early Christian

ministers were that those under their care should

develop into the measure of the stature of the full

ness of Christ! The beloved disciple says. " I have

no greater joy than to hear that my children walk

in the truth."

A beautiful story has come down to us of this

sainted man. When a young man whom he had

converted, was enticed away by evil companions,

and had become a leader of a band of robbers, the

aged John, hearing of this young man's fall, imme

diately procured a horse, and went in search of his

former disciple. Though the young man was sur-

rounded by outlaws, and the way was rough and

dangerous, the venerable servant of Christ left him

not til! he had won him back to Christ.

Paul was equally concerned for those whose spir-

itual welfare was in his hands. His great anxiety

for the Corinthian church was that he might pre-

3SS

nt them as a chaste virgin to Christ. He calls

the Philippian brethren, his "dearly beloved and
longed for. his joy and crown," and he exhorts them

1 stand fa in the Lord.

Jesus came to seek and to save that which was
lost, that is the soul,— the undying soul. Whatev-

condition that soul may be in, however sunken,
wevtr deformed with sin a soul mav be, it is the

object of the dear

irnest solicitude.

When he was a

en felt as they fa

iavior's diligent search,—of his

long men as the Son of Mao
i:d this holy being, that here wai

i towered above their own. anc

ed the nd sympa-

We have in Jesus an ex;

cause of fallen humanity,

we can imitate himl Tl

that could be conferred

us, " Follow me. Do as

Master, help us to

Hudson, M

gh and through.

pie of holy zeal in the

What a privilege that

is the highest honor
mankind, H<* says to

Ble

losdy follow thee.

THE RELIQION OF THE BIULE-OR CHRISTIANITY-
CONTRASTED WITH SOME OTHER RE-

LIGIONS OF THE WORLD.

In Four Parts.—Part Two.

Mohammedanism is another religion which was
elaborately represented, and which was established

by Mohammed, an Arabian, while Arabia was in

dark idolatry. He wrote their Koran,— the book
which reveals their faith and practice, claiming that

it was given to him by 'he angel Gabriel. The Old
and New Testament Scriptures are referred to in

the Koran one hundred and thirty-one times, al-

though there is but very little direct quotation from

them. It is easily observed that the only good
things in the Koran or in their doctrine are bor-

rowed from Christianity. The two most prominent

doctrines taught, are,—There is one God, and Mo-
hammed is his prophet. The second one, and the

best of all (in my mind) is frequent washings and

purifications of the body. God is represented by

them as a being very great, and so far above man
as to know very little about him, The Koran gives

thirteen articles of faith; also thirteen rules regard-

ing prayer, Five prayers are to be offered daily at

stated times, and they pride themselves on their

faithfulness to the time of prayer. This might be a

lesson to careless Christians, but if the spirit and

intelligence are lacking, the form is only a hollow

mockerv.

Mohammed labored faithfully for several years

to make his first few converts. They were fanati-

cal, however, and, armed with weapons of destruc-

tion, were led on by Mohammed to conquer

the people, until all of Arabia was subdued. Un-

less the people were willing to embrace Mohamme-
danism, they were mercilessly slain. The same

spirit still rules them, as we have learned by the

saH history of the past few months, concerning the

thousands of Armenians slaughtered by Mohamme-
dan Turks.

Every good Mohammedan is expected to make a

yearly pilgrimage to Mecca, the birthplace of their

prophet, there to worship at his shrine. Thousands

of these deluded victims perish on the way,—some-

times such numbers of dead bodies lie in heaps that

the stench fills the atmosphere and brings on pesti-

lence. Such senseless things they do, hoping to

earn eternal bliss. Can a stream rise higher than

its source? Their fountain head is only a man,—

a

cruel, selfish man, a polygamist and impostor; and

the disciples are not greater than their lord. After

1.300 years the Mohammedans number 200,000,000.

No doubt Satan is permitted to aid them, for a

time, in their vain delusions. After 1900 years

Christianity numbers 400,000.000. But the compar-

between Christianity and Mohammedanism lies

in numbers, but in matters more important,

Christianity never attempted to force any one to re-

e it. Men were urged to believe and obey for

their own good, The Bible is not dependent upon,
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any one man for its authority, but the impress of

Divinity is stamped upon its pages. One writer

say?, " If Bible truth were to die, it would have

died long ago, for it has had many chances to die."

Wherever Christianity is believed and practiced, its

own best evidence is the purification and elevation

of man. The glorious, perfect "law of liberty,"

containing the words which are spirit and which

are life, enables man to love God with soul, mind

and strength,—and their neighbor as themselves,

which state is happiness, pure and perfect.

Ottawa, Kans.

CHRIST'S PERSONAL REIUN ON EARTH DURING
THE MILLENNIAL PERIOD.

Number Two.

I presume that it is generally agreed by Bible

students that there will be a millennial reign of one

thousand years. That being the case, it would

seem to me unreasonable that Christ would come

to cleanse the earth, and restore it to its purity, as

it was before the transgression, and then leave it in

the control of some other parties. Therefore rea

son would dictate that he will take the reign to

himself. Paul says that " if we suffer we shall also

reign with him (Jesus); if we deny him he also

will deny us." 2 Tim. 2: 12. This makes it clear

that we, who suffer wi'h Jesus, shall also reign with

him,- but where? Answer—On the earth. "And

I saw thton-'s, and they that sat upon them, and

judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls

of them that were beheaded for the witness of Je-

sus, and for the word of God, and which had not

worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither

had received his mark on their foreheads or in

their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ

a thousand years." Rev. 20: 4.

In th«» above we have, first those who were be-

headed for the witness of Jesus, and for the word

of God, evidently meaning the martyrs. In the

second class we have those who had not wor-

shipped the beast, etc., meaning all the d-ad who

had no association, or connection, with the beast,

but kept themselves unspotted from the world,

James 1: 27. " They who came out of great tribu-

lation, and have washed their robes, and made them

white in the blood of the Lamb." Rev. 7: M
" And were made kings and priests unto our God:

and we shall reign on the earth." Rev. 7: io.

This brings us together with the Lord, to reign

with him a thousand years on the earth. When
the thousand years are expired, " Satan shall be

loosed out of his prison, and shall go out to de-

ceive the nations which are in the four quarters of

the earth, Gog, and Magog, to gather them together

to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the

sea. And they went up on the breadth of the

earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about,

and the beloved city: and fire came down from God
out ol heaven, and devoured them." Rev. 20: 7-9.

The above will all transpire on earth at the close

of the millennial reign. Then opens up a new era

or period.

I have been asked the question, whether we shall

see Jesus personally coming in the natural clouds,

as we see the clouds. I answer, Yes. " And then

shall appear the sign of the Son of man in h-aven:

and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn,

and they shall see the Son of man coming in the

clouds of heaven with power and great glory."

Matt. 24? 30. " Behold he cometh with clouds;

and every eye shall see him." Rev. 1: 7. "And
when he had spoken these things, while they be

held, he was taken up; and a cloud received him

out of their sight. And while they looked sted-

fastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two

men stood by them in white apparel; which also

said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up in

to heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken ui

from yo.i into heaven, shall so come in like manne
as ye have seen him go into heaven." Acts 1 : 9-1

1

Undoubtedly, if Christ ascended in person (and I

think he certainly did), so also he will come again

,
personally, and as a natural cloud

eccived him out of their sight, so also he will

ome again in the natural clouds, as we see the

louds.

Another question: If only the righteous are res-

rrected at Christ's second advent, when are the

imes of restitution, spoken of in Acts 3: 21, and

what is the object of the restitution? " Whom the

-en must receive until the times of restitution

of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth

of all his holy prophets since the world began."

Acts 3: 21.

It will be noticed that the term " times " is plu-

1, signifying more than one time. Restitution

eans to restore. We might trace this restoring

process from the time of the fall of man. But
1 the heaven must receive until the times of resti-

utton of all things." Jesus is in heaven now, and

/hen he comes again to restore the earth to its for-

mer purity and perfection, it will be a time of resti-

u'ion. It wilt be an advanced stage of the king-

lorn of heaven (the church).

The church is called the "kingdom of heaven."

Then shall the kingdom of heaven be like unto

en virgins," etc. Matt. 25: 1 Here it means the

hurch. There will still be a further time of resti-

tution after the millennial. The object of the resti-

tution is the one God had in view, in the beginning

of creation.

Fristoe, Mo.
_

QUESTIONS ANSWERED.

BY I. J. ROSENBERGER,

Please explain Heb. 6: 13 and 19. Also John 20: 17, where

ius says to Mary, "Touch me not" J. R. M.

The first text referred to in the foregoing query

ads thus: " For when God made promise to Abra-

%m, because he could swear by no greater, he

'are by himself, saying, Surely blessing I will

ess thee, and multiplying I will multiply thee.

And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained

the promise. For men verily swear by the greater:

and an oath for confirmation is to them an end of

all strife. Wherein God, willing more abundantly

o shew unto the heirs of promise the immutability

of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath, That by two

utable things, in which it was impossible for

God to lie, we might have a strong consolation,

who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope

that is set before us."

In the sequel of this text the Christian is told to

"go on unto perfection." He is assured that

" God is not unrighteous to forget his work and la-

bor of love; " that " through faith and patience he

shall inherit the promise " This is simply an em-

bodiment of our eternal all. Now, to induce us to-

day, to accept of God's proffered love and mercy,

as given us in the Gospel, he recites, in the text, a

brief detail of God's dealings with Abraham, whose

life is so replete with faith, patience and endurance.

Hence, from the text proposed in the query, we
glean the following:

1 God called Abraham out from his kindred

to his hieh, world-wide mission. Upon his re-

sponse God gave him a promise. Gen. 12: 1-3,

Upon the test of Abraham's faith, in offering Isaac,

God confirmed his promise by an oath. This prom-

ise and oath are doubtless the two immutable

things, spoken of in the text. That which is testi-

fied under oath in our courts is admissible,—not

called in question. God, in addressing man, adapts

his language to man's comprehension. He is said

to be " willing more abundantly to shew unto the

heirs of promise the immutability of his counsel,"

and therefore " confirmed it by an oath." This is

recited for our comfort. How much consolation

we ought to find in the surety of God's promises!

2. "So after he had patiently endured he ob-

tained the promise." How much patience it does

require in the struggles of the Christian to-day!

It is well said, " Io your patience possess ye your

3. In the promise to Abraham was (1) the bless-

ings of this life, in the multiplication of his seed,

(2) In the blessing that would follow all nations.

The promised blessing is to us on the same lines.

How much comfort and consolation this should af-

ford us!

4. " Fled for rejuge," "as if from shipwreck."

How suggestive this language is to the condition

of the sinner, while Christ, the church, is our prof-

fered refuge.

5. As to an oath, it was admissible under the law,

as given by Moses, but is not admissible under the

Gospel. See Matt. 5: 34; Jas. 5: 12.

The second text in the query reads thus: "Touch
me not; for I am not yet ascended to my father."

1. Christ's social life with sinners; his work of

miracles, his temptations and snares by them all,

ceased,—were cut off at his death.

2. Mary's faith was strong,—her convictions

clear. She called Jesus at once, " Rabboni," hence

he forbade her approach to him with a touch,

Thomas' faith was shattered; it had great need to

be built up; hence he bade Thomas to come and

touch him, and "be not faithless but believing."

3. Christ told Mary, " Go to my brethren and say

unto them," etc. That is the wav Christ would

have Mary to honor him then, and it is the way

Christ would have us honor him now.

Covington, Ohio.

ARE WE DRIFTING?

The Church of the Living God can not Drift.

Because Christ is her head,—the church his

bodv. Eph. 5: 30; t: 23. It is naturally an impos-

bility for the body to move without the direction

of the head, so, if the church of Christ drifts, the

fault would be in her head (Christ).

2. The church of Christ is made up of all class-

es of people; all are baptized INTO him, Eph. 2: 13;

Rom. 6: 3; putting him on. Gal. 3: 27, and is

bu.lt together-IN him for a habitation of God
ugh the Spirit Eph. 2: 21, 22. To claim that

the church drifts means that Christ IN whom she

is, is drifting. The being IN him only follows as a

consequence, like cargo in a dr.fting ship, and

more, God dwelling in her is then drifting, too, and

Christ being the divine vessel, as well as her head,

would be still more at faultl

3. Moreover, Christ gloried in the fact that he

kept ALL whom the Father gave him. John 17:

12, 15. He claimed that none could tear them out

of his and his Father's hands. John 10: 27-29.

Hence, as Christ is the same to-day and forever, his

church is unmoveable, 1 Cor. 15: 57, 58, and drift-

ing is out of the question. Thank God! He giv-

eth her the victory!

4. The word " baptizo," according to Greek rules

has the same import and meaning as the word
" izoo," which means "to make one," "to make

alike," "to make alike precious." Drifting, then,

on the part of the church necessarily means that

God himself drifts, becomes defiled and loses his

preciousness.

5. However, the church of Christ, by careless

workers, is liable to build on the foundation,

—

Christ,—that which is wood, hay and stubble. I Cor.

3: II, 15. The wood, hay and stubble will burn, but

the church (gold, silver and precious stones), by

this burning stands unmoveable and brighter than

ever,—everything working together to good for

her.

6. This is still more plainly recorded by the

apostle John: " They went out from us, but they were

not of us. If they had been of us they would no

doubt have continued with us: but they went out

that they might be made manifest that they were

not of us." 1 John 2: 19. Let the "drifting, rac-

ing mob," reported in our dear Messbnger. if any

such there be, know once and forever that they are

not members of the church of the living God,—that

the church does not drift, because they do, but will

stand brighter than ever, when they, like a Judas,

an Ananias, a Sapphira, and a Simeon, have gone to

their own place. They had and have yet a work to

do in behalf of God's chosen (God pity them) but

do not get alarmed about them, though they be a

multitude compared to the few persons in Sardis.

Rev. 3: 4, The few will stajid undefiled and shall
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walk with Christ in white, for they are worthy.

The church may have to suffer, as martyrs killed by

the beast, but will not be overcome in any other

sense. Rev. 13: 17.

While the church of Christ, as a part of himself,

can not be lost, cannot drift away or be torn out ol

his hands, yet she can change. This change, how-

r downward ( rldward, but upward

and heavenward. Paul puts it this way: "But WI
ALL w th open face beholding as in a glass the

glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image

from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the

Lord." 2 Cor. 3: 18.

Let us, dear brethren and sisters, take courage!

Look up to your Living Head, and let this transfor-

mation go on inside and outside, and you will be all

right. You can not then drift. You will stand un-

lovable forever, amidst drifting, burning masses

among them, but not of them, seeking your own

level.—the eternal Godhead, to whom be honor and

glory forever and ever! Amen.

Heringl n. Kans.

SPRING FOLLOWS WINTER, SO LIGHT FOLLOWS
DARKNESS.

"Can it be that winter has gone!" How lone-

ly it will be to say those words over, every winter

of our life, " Can it be that the winter has gone?
"

It would have been better to have said, in the mid-

dle of winter, " This will not last
"

But it has gonel We were on our way to May

last February, when we had the blizzard The lil-

ies of the valley were only a little way off even

then, but they could not be seen except by faith.

No doubt that over eighteen hundred years ago,

when our Blessed Redeemer arose with his earthly

followers and slowly made his way from the cily of

the Great King to that lonely garden in the land of

Palestine, he could have said, " The winter is al-

most gone." Ah, what a long, cold, cheerless win

ter it had been,—traveling foot sore and weary ov-

er the hot plains of Palestine, reaching out a help-

ing hand to the affl.cted, both in body and soul!

Even after those many years of weary toil and

self-sacrifice, he could not, at the hour of mid-

night, have the solitude of a lonely garden, one

hour, to pray to his Heavenly Father, but was

rushed in upon by the world, bound with cords, and

led away, to be beaten with many stripes for us

poor, sinful worms of the dust. Ah why did the

innocent have to suffer all this for the guilty? Be

cause it seemed good in his sight. What I do now

ye know not, but ye shall know hereafter. He was

soon to be led forth, to die in the sight of the

world, but in the sight of his Heavenly Father he

was to rise in all his glory, victorious over death,

hell and the grave.

It is said in his Blessed Word that the day fol-

lowing the last long night of suffering, here among

men, he was too weak from loss of blood to bear

his cross. No doubt that we poor weak mortals

often grow as weak, just for the want of a little

faith. If we could only be made to believe, when

we feel lost, that this is the very time when help is

nigh, even at the door, for it is written, " Bear ye

one another's burdens!" No doubt as the Meek

and Holy Lamb was led forth to die, his thoughts

were so devoted to this faithless woild that he nev-

er once thought of his own suffering, for he turned

his loving face to the lost sheep of Israel, and said,

"Weep not for me, but for yourselves and your

children."

The crown jewels in the Tower of London cost

fifteen million dollars, but the crown that was

pressed down on the brow of the Prince of Peace

was jeweled with thorns! There are plenty of gol-

den cups for the kings of this world, but the com-

passionate Redeemer of mankind must drink vine-

gar from a sponge, while suffering the untold ago-

nies of the cross.

But being ever so bitter, it was the last bitter

taste of death, for, at the end of those three terri-

bly dark hours, he cried out with a loud

ing, " My God, my God. why hast thi
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me? " Thus he gave up the ghost, bowed his head,

and died. After thirty.three years of a good fight,

in an instant of time he was taken from a world of

woe to a paradise of eternal bliss.

Thousands of volumes have been composed and

published on the life of Christ, but he composed it

all in a few words when he said, " I have trodden

the wine-press alone." Yes, all alone in this world,

for our sakes,—poor, born in another man's barn,

buried in another man's grave.

I think St. Paul was right when he said, "Ye
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ who,

though he was rich, for our sakes he became poor."

At the close of a dark and dismal day the sun

went down on a newly-made grave that held our

only hopes of eternal life, but just as sure as spring

follows winter, brighter days were to follow sorrow.

On that bright morning of the resurrection, no

doubt the birds were out earlier than usual, singing

their morning songs; the flowers in that beautiful

garden bloomed radiantly, and the sun looked

down upon an empty grave. All this told that win

ter was surely gone.

But after our Redeemer had risen in all his Fa-

ther's glory, to be lord and master of both the dead

and the living, though he was hid from the world,

he never forgot his earthly followers, but started

back over the land of Galilee, to bring comfort and

joy to their hearts. He told them: "Go ye there-

fore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the

name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the

Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things

whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am
with you alway, even unto the end of the world."

Matt. 28: 19, 20.

He then took his disciples by the hand with lov-

ing-kindness, led them out as far as Bethany, and

lifted up his hands and blessed them. Thus, with

a short farewell, he was parted from them, and

started back to his Father's house of many mansions.

Let us eat of his flesh, drink of his blood, and

partake of the Spirit of him who so loved us, that

he give himself for us! Let us keep him en-

throned in our hearts, that we, like him, may love

our enemies, and pray for them, for evil returning

them good. Then, when we are called to leave

this tabernacle of clay, we may be able to say with

jjy and song that winter has gone.

Bt-lUy, III.

THE t SUNDAY t SCHOOL-^
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LESSON LIOHT-FLASrlES.

Paul's Advice to Timothy.—2 Tim. 1: 1-7: 3: 14-17.

Lesson for Jutte 13.

One of the very noticeable features of Paul's

writings is the great concern he showed for his fel-

low-laborers and those who were converted under

his ministry. He regarded them as his children

and often so addressed them. As children are to

parents, so were these converts to the apostle Paul.

They were always on his mind,—he always remem-

bered them, and especially in his hours and times

of devotion. In his prayers, he remembered them

and implored the divine blessing upon them, that

they might continue in the faith, and be strong

workers in the Master's service.

In this lesson we have this thought prominently

set forth, in connection with the advice given to

his adopted son Timothy. In this we have shown

not so much parental authority, as parental care

and love. He advised because of the spiritual re-

lation that existed between them in the new house-

hold, and because of the anxious concern he had

for their eternal welfare.

Advice is needful to us all, but it must be of the

kind we need. This is dependent on several

things. The adviser must know our needs and

must have a desire for out welfare. Christianity

gives both of these. If we know Christ, and love

him as Paul did, we will not only know but we will

also love enough to give.

Let us look at the manner in which Paul address-

es those whom he wishes to advise. " To Timothy

my dearly beloved son, grace, mercy, and pi
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from God, the Father, and Christ Jesus our Lord."
" I have remembrance of thee in my prayers night

and day." We have plenty of people in the world

who are always ready and willing to give advice,

but their motives are not right, neither do they

show the proper spirit. Much, very much, depends

on the attitude of the one who offers ad- ice, as to

its acceptance. There are very few, indeed, who
will not accept advice, when given in the spirit of

love, prompted by anxious concern. Paul's atti-

tude towards his people was such as to preclude

any suspicion as to purity of motive. To be

prayed for, nitrht and day. give* assurance that we
are not only remembered, but that there is an anx-

ious concern, also, for our well being. This assur-

ance prepares the way for giving advice, and also

for it being received.

He not only prays for them, but his language to

them is such as at once gives confidence. We oft-

en feel as if we would like to advise, and our mo-

tives may be all right, but we spoil it all in our

manner of approach. How to approach people, so

as to enlist their respe r t and sympathy, is a lesson

we all should be desirous to learn, and there is no

place, where we can learn it so well as by care-

fully studying these letters of Paul His manner

of approach is so mild and so thoroughly Chris-

tian, that no one could take offense at it, no matter

how sharp the reproof might be. A large amount

of advice given is rejected,—lost,—because of the

manner given. When people are advised in a spir-

it that makes them feel that it is intended for their

good, it is kindly received, because this is the thing

they want.

Of course, the character of the advice has, or

should have, much to do with.its acceptance. Paul,

to Timoihy, says: " Wherefore I put thee in re-

membrance that thou stir up the gilt of God, which

is in thee by the putting on of my hands." This

gift of the Holy Spirit we all have received, but it

lies inactive and needs stirring up. We, too often,

have a sinful timidity in using that which has been

given us. It is because we fear to do that which

we feel we ought to do.

Now Paul says: " God hath not given us the spir-

it of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound

mind." Having this, there should be no cause for

fear. In this gift we have power connected with

love, and having these, we will be able to meet and

overcome any impediment that can possibly come

in the way of duty.

In the latter part of the chapter we have the

character of the advice given: " But continue thou

in the things which thou hast learned and hast been

assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned

them." The source of the knowledge he had, and

that he was to teach, was the very best. It was

from the Lord and therefore safe to have and safe

to teach It is authorized. The Scribes and Phari

sees were great teachers, but their teaching was

without authority, because it was their own making

and had no power behind it. Paul's teaching was

not self-made. He only gave that which he re-

ceived, and of this he whs assured, " For I know in

whom I believed." There was no doubt in his

mind as to the authority he had for his teaching.

He received it from the Lord, and therefore he was

anxious, not only to do general teaching, but alsn

special. This he committed unio faithful men, and

among them was Timothy. Of this kind should ev-

ery teacher be. Men of God, women of G-.d,

" thoroughly furnished unto all good works." The

same advice that applied to Timothy applies lo us.

If we have not yet learned the tilings that he

learned, it is not because no opportunity has been

offered, but because of our indifference and dead-

ness to the duties fallen upon us, and we need to be

put in remembrance by a vigorous stirring up.

The great need everywhere, is more consecrated

workers in all the different departments

Mil dea ache

need to be filled with the Holy Ghost, and the

Word, which is profitable for doctrine, for reprool,

for correction, for instruction in righteousness.

These are the things that we are to teach, and to

teach them, we must first get them. h. o. b.
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Pluck not flowers from graves,

Fit those which June has shed

Profusely there are precious;

The largesse of the dead!

Tread lightly o'er their dust,

And speak with bated breath,

Lest you disturb the silence

And sanctity of Death—

The pure and perfect peace.

The sleep where dreams arc not

No»evil thing remembered,

And no good thing forgot!

WHAT IS TRUE MANHOOD?

BY JEK

Mr ed from different standpoints, and

are measured by different standards, hence with

widely different results It is, indeed, wonderful

to observe the variety of opinion as to what con

stituies a man, Here is a man,—his frame well-

knit, well-developed physically, sympathetical,

graceful, and endurance almost limitless. Some
people say, "That is a man." Here is another.

—

versed in all the wisdom that schools can afford.

Of sciences he seems to be master. He has
climbed step by step, until a multitude give at-

tention to his wise and eloquent words. Some
say, I ha He >yet; othc Ht
has not only a head to think, but a heart that feels.

He sympathizes with others in the r distresses.

He thinks not of gain but justice, and asks himself

the question, " Is it right?" His honesty cannot
be excelled; danger in all its forms, will not deter

hiin. There is something noble in a character like

this, and many will unite in saying, "That man is

representative of the highest type of true manli-

But do any of these ideals come up to the stan-

dard of true manhood? We think not. To realize

the highest type of true manhood, we must go a

step farther. God's judgment and man's differ in

regard to many things, and this is one. When God
and man differ in the'r judgment there should be
no hesitation in deciding who is right, as Paul
say-, in writing to the R mans. " Let God be true

but Rj
But

3:4.

tru:" manhood in the estimation of

God? He is described as one that seeks the truth

or the Word of Go-*, and executeth judgment. He
applies the law of God in all his affairs in life. He
has been born again. He has a cultured soul.

Sin and self have been put under his feet. He
has cut loose from the world God's plans are his

plans. He has within him the Spirit of Christ,

without which we are none of his. Rom. 8: 9.

He does pood, not to be seen of men, but because
it is in harmony with his transfoimed nature.

Christian

:

takes no

/ilege. H<

view of life, duty, or pcsonal

He lives for eternity He brings

the Christian graces to perfection. His faith is

anchoied in Christ.

e conceive that when the phys-ical, mental and

1 endowments are sanctified and controlled by

spiritual, we have tefore us an ideal of the

truest and loftiest manhood.

Tyner City, Ind.

THE FATHER OF PROHIBITION.

ne evening, many years ago, a woman came to

the home of Neal Dow, in Portland, Maine, in great

distress. She was the wife of an intelligent, capa-

citizen, wilh a large, promising family. He
held a government position, and executed the

es of his office to the. great satisfaction of the

department and of the public; but he had one terri-

ble habit, which grieved and mortified his family

id friends, and threatened the loss of his office; it

is periodical intemperance. On his way back

d forth fmm his office to his house, he passed a

rtain liquor shop a.d was enticed into it to drink

On this occasion the wife was in great sorrow and

ar. She said her husband had been away from

his desk and was now in this l-'quor-shop; that if he

did not at once return to his employment, he wiuld

emoved from office, anJ the family would be

left in shame and destitution.

Neal Djw went immediately to the liquor-shop and

quired for his neighbor. At first the rum-seller

tdeavored to corceal his customer, but Mr Dow
found him and requested >he proprietor to sell him

He replied; " I must supply my customers."
" But don't you see," said Mr. Dow, "this gentle

an has a large family to support? If he neglects

to go to his office to morrow, h- will lose his place.

I beg of you, do not sell him any mote strong

drink." The rum-seller then grew angry and said

he, too, had a family to support, that he had a li-

cense and would sell to all who called for it, and

that he wanted none of Dow's advice.

Neal Dow's answer was: "So you have a license,

and support your fami y by ihe impoverishment

ruin of other families? With G d's help I will

try to change all this!"

How he did change it all, how he sowed Maine

nee-deep in temperance literatu;e, how he trav-

ed and spoke and argued and conquered, the

hole world knows It is doubtful if the present

generation of younger peo.le have much concep-

tion of the eloquence this man, who was ninety

three years of age on the 20th of last March, was

capable of, a half a century ago.

The secret of Dow's great success was his utter

fearlessness and his readiness to attack the wrong

wherever he found it, and his keen feeling of per-

sonal responsibility for every wrong it was in his

power to right. The following incident sets forth

this chief heroic characteristic of the man

Neal Dow was once passing down one of the

streets of Portland, Maine, when he noticed a

crowd of people, among whom was the mayor of

the city. In the center of the group was a country

lad, crying The lud had been imposed upon by a

noted horse-jockey of the town, who had got the

boy drunk, and then induced him to swap the horse

he had driven into town for an old plug.

Upon hearing his storw, telling the boy to follow

him, and lead the jockey's horse, Mr. Dow led the

way to the latter's stable, nearly a mile distant.

Not finding the jockey in, the old horse was turned

into the stable, and Mr Dow, with the country lad

still following, turned to go down town again. On
the way th' y met the j -ckey, driving in a wagon to

which the lad's horse *as attached.

"That's my horse," said the boy.

Mr. Dow stepped into the road, took the horse

by the bridle, and ca ling to one of his emp 1 yees

who happened to be passing at the time, toid him
to unharness the horse, which he ^id, the irate

jo ' key swearing like .1 trooper, and threatening to

take the law on Mr. Dow, who .epl.ed:

June 5, 1897,

"You will always know where to find me."

Then telling the boy to take the horse, be started

to lead the way down-town where the lad's wagon
had been left.

"Look a-here," said the jockey, as they went,

"what am I to do with my wagon? "

" Do what you like," said Mr. Dow. " It is noth-

As may be expected, the country lad was full of

joy and profuse with thanks. When he had har-

nessed his horse, he said to Mr. Dow:
" Now, what can I do for you? "

" Promise me not to drink any more." And the

boy did so.

Some three years afterwards Neal Dow was
stopped by a countryman in the streets, who, with

mouth stretched un abioad grin, said, pointing to

a horse, ' There he is. I hain't drunk no more."

—

Christian Herald.

HIS WAS REAL COURTESY.

A young lady, spending a rainy evening at the

house of an old gentleman, wanted a cab to take

her home. Her host started off f.o fetch the cab.

" Do let the maid go," she said.

" My dear, the maid is slso a women," was the

grave reply.

The man was the late George Higginbotham,

chief justice of Victoria. His courtesy towards

women was regardless of rank or personal attract-

iveness. He would take off his hat to his cook,

and bow to her as graciously as though she were

a duchess.

A man was trying to lead a heavy draught-horse

along the street. The animal refused to be led,

and then the man made several ineffectual at-

tempts to mount the refractory creature. At
that moment the chief justice came along, and,

seeing the man's difficulty, extended his hand— as

a mounting-block.

The man put his foot in the hand and mounted
upon the horse's back, and the chief justice passed

His courtesy made his manners good, but it did

not so ten his sense of justice. A lawyer tells this

anecdote:

" I had once to appear before him in chambers

on behalf of a charming client who had some
property, but would not pay her debts. The case

was heard in his own room, and he was courtesy

itself. He stood when she entered. I think she

dropped her handkerchief, and he left his seat to

pick it up. Nothing could be gentler than his

manner, and I was congratulating myself on an

easy victory; but when the facts were hr-ard, the

decision came that my client must pay or spend six

months in prison.— Youth's Companion.

MADE A MAN OF HIM.

An inspiring anecdote of the crisis of a life is

related by the Examiner, thus:

" Nothing better could happen to the young man
who has the right kind of grit, than to be thrown

on the world and his own risources. A well-to do

judge once gave his son Sl.ooo, and told him to

go to college and graduate. The son returned at

the end of the first year, hi* money all gone, and

with several extravagant habits. At the close of

the vacation the judge- said to his son: 'Well,

William, are you going to college this year?' 'I

have no money, father.' ' But I gave you $1,000 to

g-aduate on.' ' It is all gone, father.' ' Very well,

my son; it is all I could give you; you can't stay

h;re; you mu'-t now ray your own way in the

world.
1 A new light broke in upon the vision of

'he young man. He accommodated himself to the

situation; agiin left home, made his way through

college, graduated at the hea I of his class, studied

law, became governor of th; State of New York,

entered the cabinet of the president of the United

States, and made a rcco;d that will not soon die,

for he was none o'he* 'han Wm. H. Seward."—
No> tki",'st,:rn ^iir>iin±.~ -\<ivocate.
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THE KINODOM OF GOD.

I say to thee. Do thou repeat

To the first man thou mayest meet
In iane, highway, or open street,

—

That he and we and all men move
Under a canopy of love,

As hroad as the blue sky above;

That doubl and trouble, (ear and pain

And anguish, all are shadows vain,

That death itself shall not remain;

That weary deserts we may tread,

A dreary labyrinth may thread,

Through dark ways underground be led;

Yet, if we will one Guide obey,

The dreariest path, the darkest way
ut in heavenly day;Shall i

Andw idiv

ceed in city i

poor sinful men, who care to know theii

aches, who feel their sorrows, who ci

my pleasure but your needs."

wake up the churches, that feel i

needs of their brother's woe.

Heaven bless those '

Lord's Day. I. J, Roscnb

ofSalvationVorSafcGrou

ties Incompatible with Ch
I. J. Rosenbergei

ho feel

spend that for

homeless child, feed him,

i short report of the Gust-;

One of the promising signs of the church

to-day is, that the District Meeting of each

Stale District is devoting considerable time to

the mission work of their territory. A mission-

ary church is a live church. Workers, as a

rule, are in line. Those who pull back usually

break the line.

Man is determined, apparently, to spend

his money in excesses. The crusade against

tobacco during the past decade has had some

effect, but not enough to cause any alarm

among those making gain out of the weed

by selling it. But now comes the bicycle,

which is drawing thousands of dollars into

its channel, the greater part of which should

be used in more profitable channels, and the

tobacco dealers are complaining because their

trade is being iujured seriously. When will

the time come that tobacco journals will pub-

lish that their business is greatly diminished

because Christians have set their faces against

the filthy habit?

In a private letter llro. Fercken has this to

say of their work at Smyrna: " I must tell you

about Mrs. Armenak, the wife of Armenak

Effendi who is, in this Vilayet, the Secretary

of State, for he comes next after the Vali, or

Governor. He and his wife are both Arme-

nians. Mrs. Armenak visited the Orphanage

day before yesterday, and was so pleased and

touched with the appearance of the children,

that she handed me a French pound that 1

might purchase a bed for some other forth-

coming orphan. It was exceedingly kind of

her, and shows the great interest the Arme-

nian element of our city is taking in our insti

tution. We now have twenty-six beds anc

twenty-five orphans. The same day the agenl

of the Smyrna branch of the British Bible

Society visited us, and gave each orphan

copy of the Psalms of David in the Armcni

language. They were, indeed, very mu
pleased with the gift. We arc very grateful

tor this."

Shall meet, "in perilous voyage past,

All in our Father's house at last.

—Archbishop Trench

THE HUTCHINSON MISSION.

1)Y j. V. HAHSHUARGER.

May m we left the mission for Wichi

Kans., where we stopped over night and met

with the Brethren in public worship for the

first time. We were pleased to find so many
present at the service, and were glad to be-

come acquainted with those whom we had not

met before. We learned that the mission is

in a healthy condition, and that they have

purchased a meetinghouse, but it made us feel

that Eld. Wm. Johnson, with saw and

ler, must work out. a living as best he

ind keep things going, while thousands

of dollars of the Lord's money are in the

inds of those who are amply able to give.

On the morning of May 12, we boarded the

am for Conway Springs, to attend the Slate

reek love feast. This is the home of Eld.

John Wise. We soon learned we would be

: in the ministry, as the feast was in mid

, and the adjoining congregations ex-

pected to attend a feast on Saturday. This

1 means, however, kept the Lord from the

feast, and we all enjoyed a rich blessing from

the Father's store-house.

I here observed an order of things, in a gen-

eral way, far better than at some places.

Here everything was done in the proper time,

and with scarcely any confusion. Another very

commendable feature is, the use they make of

their young members. Their Sunday school

Superintendent is a mere boy; their Secre-

tary is a very young sister, and a young broth-

er is in the deacon's office. God speed the

day when this will be the order of every

church in our beloved Brotherhood!

Slate Creek church, for years, has been the

largest congregation in the Southwestern

District of Kansas, but some cloudy days have

passed over it. Drouths have decreased the

if the I

tory, but will say first that the!

names of my list of twenty-five

piring every month or two,

;

ren and sisters of Middle Iowa have friends

to whom they would like to send the GOSPEL
MESSENGER for six mouths, they will please

send them to me at any time, and I will send

them to the General Missionary and Tract
Committee, as soon as the time of others has

. —One woman who is a member of the

United Brethren church, one day saw me have
the Gospel Messenger in my hand, when l

had just received my mail from the post-office,

and she said, " How does it come, that 1 am
getting a paper like that every week?" I told

her that 1 had sent in her name, and that she

need not fear any one asking her to pay foi

the paper, but that she should please read it

laid, " 1 like very much to read it; then

'he House We Live In.

Origin of Single Imm
ftutater

Intemperance. Jacob H

The Lighthouse. A. W.

lembership so that

God find cho:

l.n-.'sl.

1 upon whom :

May 14 we returned home, and next day

mended the feast at Pleasant View, Booth

Kans., eleven miles southeast of Hutchinson,

aur mission. This is our home congregation

and mother of our mission. The feast was

large for the place provided, and, no doubt,

WHAT LITTLE PEOPLE CAN DO.

Enclosed find a post-office money
for §15.27, for the India Mission. This'

gathering of the children of St. Vrain Sunday
school. It was gathered on this wise: Twenty-
Seven little boys and girls were given 15 cents

L
'
r<ch, last spring, to invest in whatever way

'hey chose, and at the end of one year they

were to give half of the proceeds to the above

mission. Some had moved away during the

year, so only twenty of them responded. Aft-

er they were given again fifteen cents each,

'0 the amount of S3.60, we have the enclosed

amount for Br... Stover and sister Ryan.

ccommoda

not be afforded. Perhaps we do n

touch close enough with the wortl

and the importance of life's missioi

Some look upon us

haps, if *

upon the a

.lush. Per

of the church, we might often

No stranger should be left

without a seat, to stand hours unnoticed,

one should come and go without a hearty

handshake. No stranger should be pushed

aside and made to feel uncomfortable.

During the feast our esteemed brother, A

F. Miller w

with his wifi

ailed to the full r

ailed. It

but it means more to properly

May God help us to

rated work!

he close of these meetings B;

d accompani '

A. C

ely talk .

of i

r actual needs, 1

.J. Rt

Sharp,.

in tha paper. A
e after that she told my wife, that she

Gospel Messenger and then hand

a near neighbor to read, who is ii

habit of using strong drink, and often ti

She said the Gospei Messei
has such good temperance pieces in it, am
thought, perhaps, it would do him good to

lid, ah . ihi

her he liked

paper

sht

to read the paper. I know of

in who said that she thought the

it as a missionary paper, and, as

gets through with her paper, she

neighbor, so others may also get

of the Gospel Messenger are doing, and
who knows how much good will conic from

nty-five, and how much more

yet, from all the lists of twenty-five that are

allowed to each District Mission Board in the

Brotherhood.

Compare the good that is being done

1 the small amount of expense, and it is

dertul. The Gospel Messenger is a

it, steady preacher, and Dot one preacher,

many preachers. It is a preacher that

does not become annoyed if you question it,

says the same thing each lime you read

Sometimes people will read papers wln-n

they will not go to church. Let none of us,

Boards, fail to keep the list of

twenty-five names full. By this there are

ny good truths earned to the non-professor,

and others, who do not hear the Gospel in its

purity, and if wc fail to do our part, as Mis-

sion Boards, in keeping the list full, we may
have to account for neglected opportunities,

when we meet at the judgment bar of God.

Let us try to select names of persons that are

worthy, and that will be sure to read it. It

shows to these people that we arc not selfish

and that the Brethren church feels to sacrifice

some for them, that they may have a chance

to hear the Truth. May the General Mission

Board still

paper, and may the Lord

Elkhart, Iowa.

BRETHREN'S TRACTS.

t list of the pamphlei

:f History o( Brethren or Dunlcers.
!>. L. Miller [6,696"

I Lighthouse. A. W. Vaniman, 17,013

Hoovei iv, 1

Feetwashing. J. H. Moore 17,580

Lord's Supper. J. H. Moore 16,03

2

:c Communion. I.J. Roscnberger, .. 16,635

laiiou, J. 11. Moore, 14,395

berger, '

15,813

I and Cosily Array. S. W. Hoover.. [6,863

stian Giving. I. J, Rosenbcrgcr,.... 1^,338

lern Skepticism. I.J. Roseabcrgcr, imi:
island War. 1). Vaniman 16,177

ret Societ.es. I. J. IWnberger 17,005

Old Way of Baptizing. W. Ii.

Stover, 18,410

You Prepared to Die? Jas. A. Sell,
. [9,7 1 2

AdalineHohl Beery, 15,34.1

Infant Baptism. I. Dennett Trout 11,01 |

Helping Jesus. D, V.umna. .2,003

rday or Sunday Which? G. J.

The Ministry of Sorrow. Jas. A. Sell,. .. 1 1,01.,

The Judgment. S.N. McCann, 15,042

Slop and Think. D. \ am man 1 6,7(0

The Importance of Church Membership.
D. Hays. 16,488

The Brethren's Card 11 ,327

Broderua ellcr Dunkers. D. L. Miller, . 550

Det Hits, hvari vi lefva. D. Vaniman,., 585

I ppk sten af Nedsankiimg 1 Valtorn

Blooll en Gang. James I 'muter, ... 5:0

Trefaldigt Argument lor trelaldig N.-u-

sankning. E. 13. Edwards 635

Knsiusoch Krig. D. Vaniman no

Brodrcneeller Dunkers. D. L. Miller,.. :oo

Hufei, vi bori. D. Vanimai 225

Uprindelfer til eufalt Neddgfning.

Tredobbelt I'.evis f«r in- Seddykniliger.

E. B. Edwards, 100

Kristus OgKr.g. D. Vaniman, 100

Die Brueder oder Uunker. D. L. Miller,. 1,486

Die Bibel-Anorduung des I* usswaschens.

Landon West 1,472

Das Haus worm wir wohnen. D. Vani-

man M'J

Der Ursprung der einmaligen Unter-
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Southern Ohio has decided to

missionary purposes.

Bro. S. N. Mc rANN changes his address from

Louisville, Ky , to Staunton, Va.

One of our exchanges says: " Warme
nd shorter articles are now in order."

During the past year, the Tract Department has

distributed nearly two million pages of tracts.

1 at page 359, this issue, will show what

tracts and pamphlets are most in demand.

Two of the School Visiting Elders, vis., D. B.

Eby and P. R. Keltner, were with us over the Com-
mencement.

All communica'ions for parties at the Confer-

ence should be addressed, " Annual Meeting Box,"

Frederick, Md.

Please do not write about the "strange minis-

ters" at your feast. It is better to speak of them as

"visiting ministers."

In our n°xt issue we hope to have some Annual
Meeting Notes. We shall make these notes as in-

teresting as possible.

It is said that the ship-load of corn, recently

shipped to India, will keep nearly 65,000 people
alive for two months.

Last year Southern Oh'o furnished the largest

number of delegates for the Annual Meeting, hav-

ing twenty-two present.

In our next issue we hope to name the offic

the Annual Meeting, and may be able to give

interesting news besides.

The General Mission Board is prepared to make
n excellent report at the Conference. This report

/ill appear in our Full Report.

We hope to meet and greet thousands of ou
readers at Frederick. We would enjoy attending ;

Conference where we could meet all of them.

One of our correspondents writes us, how the

eighbors turned out and plowed the fields for a

'idowed sister, and put in her crop for her. This

s one way of doing a good thing.

In this issue will be found the last installment of

queries intended for the Annual Meeting. We re-

gret that they appear too late to be seen by the

delegates and others before starting to the Confer-

ence. The q leries from one District have not yet

been received;

cause, both at home
need your prayers,

Pray for our mis

abroad. Our mis:

well as your dollar

Those who cannot attend the Conference ought

to read the Full Report. Dj not fail to send for

it. Price, only 25 cents.

We hope to see many Bibles at the Conference.

Everv delegate should have one, and then vote in

harmony with its teachings.

Bro S. H. Myers writes that Bro. I. Bennett

Trout is preaching to large and much interested

congregations at Timbe rville, Va

Bro. J. C. Murray closed his seri*s of meetings

at Hooversville, Pa., May 23, w'th eight accessions

by baptism. So writes Bro. P. J Blough.

The Minutes of the Eastern District of Pennsyl-

ania were recently collected and published in one

olume. One thousand copies were issued.

Bro. J E. Mohi.er writes us that Bro. S. Z.

Sharp preached two very edifying sermons at the

Warrensburg chutch, Mo, on Sunday, May 23.

We are looking forward for a good Sunday

school meeting on the Conference ground, Monday
forenoon, June 7 Brethren, pray for this meetingt

We hope no delegate at the Conference will be

found away from his post this year. Attend to the

Lord's business first, and other things, if necessary,

later on.

In the church at Warrensburg, Mo., May 2;, Bro.

Levi Mohkr was ordained to the elJership, and

Bro Harvey Mohler advanced to the second degree

of the ministry,

The Missionary Meeting in the Tabernacle, Mon-
day afternoon, June 7, will doubtless be a very in-

teresting gathering. Some excellent speeches are

sure to be made.

All of our churches and Sunday schools should

use the Hymn and Song Books prepared and pub-

lished by the Brethren. We want to stand by our

own publications.

one hundred dollars a day. We would like to see

it keep up to that the year round, and with proper

efforts it can be done.

Let those who remain at home, pray for tho

who attend the Conference and engage in the bui

ness of the mee'ing. The Annual Meeting nee

the prayers of all the brethren and sisters.

There are a number of calls for the next Annual

Meeting. We hope to get it in Northern Illinois,

and yet will be content with whatever way the

Conference may decide.

Work in the office will not stop because some of

us go to the Annual Conference. We have trusty

hands and they will see that the next paper comes

out in time, well filled with interesting matter.

On account of the failure of the Western Pas-

senger Association to make rate-; for the Annual

Meeting, in time, the representation from the We>t
is likely to be small tins year. This we greatly re-

gret.

In years gone by we omitted one issue during

the Conference week, but we need not do that any

more. Those of our readers who stay at home
need the paper f< r that week, and we take pleasure

in letting them have it.

A brother, not long since, visited a town in

which we have a large church and a good house,

but there is no preaching on Sunday morning.

After Sunday scho I the children in attendance

are found either on the streets or in other churches,

and then we b^gin to wonder why our children

join other chur'hc! Most assuredly must we look

after the interest of oar children and young people,

uld 1

Our last issue was probably one of the most in

teresting papers we have published in a long wn jie

The Annual Meeting articles were doubtless read
with profit.

It is maintained that a majority of the profe

sional pugilists have been educated in Cathol

schools. This is a severe blow at the Catholi

tern of education.
sys-

Sincb the adopting of our present missionary

plan, assistance has been rendered in the erection of

eighty-nine meetinghouses. Who can say that the

plan has not proved beneficial!

We hope to see no worldly trafficking on the Con-

ference grounds this year. Let brethren go up to

the meeting in the interest of the Lord's cause, ai,d

not so much in the interest of their own.

The life insurance question is coming up at An-

nual Meeting in force this year. There are a num-
ber of queries relating to the subject. It is likely

to be discussed with considerable interest.

Bro. W. B. Stover writes us that on Sunday,

April 25, he had the pleasure of baptizing eleven,

these being the first fruits of the India Mission.

His interesting letter will appear next week.

In last issue it was stated that Bro. J. E. Young's

house and contents were burned. His card was

misread. We should have stated that his barn was

burned, and with difficulty his residence was saved.

We should pray and labor that all the decisions

of the coming Annual Meeting be in perfect accord

with the "thus saith the Lord " in every particular,

We cannot afford to stand in opposition to the

Written Word.

We close our work on this paper Tuesday morn-

ing and start for the Annual Meeting, hoping to

reach the grounds Wednesday. Bro. Amick will

follow a few days later. We leave the office in the

care of trusty hands.

While our Standing Committee is useful and i

fluential, it is by no means the strength of the Co

ference. The real strength of the Annual Meetii

is in the hands of the delegates. Their unitt

votes can settle any question relating to queries.

Bro G. W. Hopwood, of Deep River, Iowa, was

with us a few hours last Monday. He and his wife

were called to this neighborhood the day before, to

attend his sister's funeral. He goes from here lo

Chicago, and from there to the Annual Meeting.

In his book entitled, " The Witness of the Spirit,"

page 206, J. W. Zachary, of Lexington, Ky., says

that George Washington, the fa'her of his country,

was immersed in the Potomac River, in the pres-

ence of about forty persons. The rite was per-

formed by Eld. John Gano.

Last year there were 252 delegates present at the

Annual Meeting from the churches; 94 were elders;

98 ministers in the second degree; 23 in the first

degree; 25 were deacons, and only 12 belonged to

the laity. One was a sister. We wonder how the

representation will stand this year.

You, who remain at home, think of Frederick,

Md , next Tuesday, where thousands of brethren

and sisters will be seated in the great Tabernacle,

engaged in the Lord's work. Pray for them, that

the Spirit may preside over the meeting, as it did

the great assembly, on Pentecost, centuries ago.

Accompanying his report of a love feast, a cor-

espondent sends us this note, He probably means

t for private, but it is suggestive, so w-: give *

I would have liked very much to have included in my '*"'

er the lateness of the hour of our love feast, but I was afraid

)f the "blue pencil." It was eighteen minutes of eleven

when the meeting closed, and till we were at home it was

nidnight. One young man was sitting on the window-sill ana

,l„|,uv

eep, 1 thee he fell out of the

picked up unconscious,
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A good deal of business goes up to the Confer-

ence this year. It would be to our credit if the

most of this could have been disposed off at

home. Then we could give more time and atten-

tion to the missionary and Sunday school causes.

,ffer-

The Herald of Truth reports that the M
have raised about $[4,100 for the Ind

ers in addition to several car-loads of corn. The
people are doing a very commendable work. O
of the>r number is now in India, serving on t

Relief Committee.

A peoi'LE who practice a mode of baptism not

yet 400 years old, ought not to plead for the un-

ion of all denominations on the ground they occu-

py, claiming it to be the New Testament platform.

The New Testament platform endorses a baptism

reaching back to the time of Christ.

It is not justly required of us to prove that back-

ward single immersion is not yet four hundred

years old. We demand, and the request is rea-

sonable, thit the advocates of this mode show
just one instance where it was practiced prior to

the year A. D. 1522.

The Disciples at this time number about one

million, and yet not more than 300,000 of them give

anything for the advancement of the church, be-

yond local work. So reports the Christian Stand-

ard. We wonder if our people are do'ng any bet-

ter! If not, we ought to set them, as well as oth-

ers, a better example

.

Nearly one-half of the population of this State

reside in Chicago, and still we have but one small

church in the city. We ought to have many mis-

sion points in a place where so many people can be

reached. We hope to see the time when we shall

have several good working congregations in this,

the great metropolis of the West.

It costs less than two cents on the dollar to

handle the money that comes into the hands of the

General Missionary and Tract Committee. There

is, perhaps, no other Mission Board in the world

that can handle mission funds at so small a cost.

Nearly g*% cents of every dollar contributed goes

direct to its place of work.

Send in your orders for the Full Re
port of the Annual Meeting. Some

very interesting topics are to be discus e ed this

year, and the speeches will be found well worth
reading. Order early, so we will know in good
time how many copies are wanted. Price, 25 cents,

or S2.50 a dozen.

Thursday, May 27, brethren D, L. Miller and
Galen B. Royer left this place for the Annual Meet-
ing grounds. It was needful that they go early, in

order to attend the meeting of the General Mission
Board, which will be in session several days this

week. Bro. J. G. Royer started one day later. He
goes early, in order to conduct a week's Bible Term
prior to the opening of the Conference.

Timid saints need not express fears because writ-

ers occasionally differ, regarding some matters con-

sidered in the Messenger. We labor to discour-

age controversy, and yet a difference of opinion

will now and then manifest itself. This need not

cause any uneasiness, for the best of men will some-

times differ and yet maintain their Christian integ-

rity.

Two days after the last issue went to press, we

received notice that the Western lines had author-

ized a rate of one fare for the round trip for Fred-

erick, Md., and return, from points in Northern Illi-

nois. Tickets to be sold June 2, 3, and 4, and good

for thirty days. We regret the lateness of this an-

nouncement, for it will reach the most of our read-

ers too late to be of any value.

Since 1892 there has been a falling off, in this

country, in the consumption of all liquors, amount-

ing to about three-fifths of a gallon for every man,

woman and child. This is equal to ab^ut one-

third. This falling off is attributed to the hard

times, but whatever it may be, it is certainly in the

interest of temperance.

Not long since an attempt was made to intro-

duce the Brethren's Sunday school helps in one of

our schools. A minister opposed these helps on

the ground that they were man-made opinions,

and skipped from place to place in the Bible,

one Sunday in the New Testament, the next in the

Old, and so on. In regard to the lessons " skipping

about" he was sadly mistaken. The lessons se-

lected contain a fine and systematic order of study.

The arrangement so far this year has been excel-

lent, commencing with the first chapter of Acts,

and will continue on through the book. No one,

especially preachers, should misrepresent things.

It is suggested that the Lord was a home mis-

sionary, because he preached the Gospel in his own
country, and to his own people. It was also on
this field that he gave his disciples their special

training, and in that way fitted them for the world-

wide work entrusted to them. By the Savior be-

ing a home missionary is not meant that he sat

around home and did not get out to preach. He
made preaching a daily work.

Last Friday (May 28) we were favored with a

large number of visitors from various parts of

Northern Illinois, who came to attend the College

Commencement Exercises. Among them were sev-

eral of our ministers. The exercises were largely

attended, and proved to be very enjoyable indeed.

About forty students graduated from the different

departments, and are now the better prepared to

enter upon the active duties of life. Thus ended

with us another successful school year.

The Baptists are holding an enthusiastic

tion at Pittsburg, Pa. The report of the Publ:

tion Society is especially interesting. It is stated

that the circulation of the publications during the

past year had reached the astonishing figure of

38.593 700. Moreover, 636,000 pages of tracts were

sent out, and 4,000,000 pages since the beginning

of this work. Add to these the printing and circu-

lation of the Word itself, and the missionary work

in the society, through the printed page, was a

mighty engine for good.

THE STANDING COMMITTEE FOR 1897.

So far as heard from, the State Districts will be

thus represented on the Standing Committee:

1. Sweden and Denmark D, L. Miller.

2. Oregon, Washington and Idaho

3. California and Arizona, I. D. Parker.

4. Oklahoma and Indian Territory

5. Texas, Abram Molsbee.

6. Southwestern Kansas, Southern Colorado
and Oklahoma Territory Geo. E. Studebaker.

7. Northwestern Kansas and Colorado, John Wertz.

8. Southeastern Kansas Sidney Hodgden.

q. Northeastern Kansas J. D. Trostle.

10. Nebraska J. Y. Heckler.

11. Michigan, Isaac Rairigh.

12. Northern Iowa, Minnesota, North and
South Dakota, J. E. Ralston.

13. Middle Iowa J. D. Haugbtelin.

14. Southern Iowa L. M. Kob.

15. Northern Missouri, David Hilderbrand.

16. Middle Missouri D. M. Mohler.

17 Southern Missouri and Arkansas, . . Christian Hoiderman.

18. Southern Illinois, Conrad Fitz.

10. Northern Illinois and Wisconsin
D. B. Eby and Henry Martin.

20. Northern Indiana J. H. Miller.

21. Middle Indiana, Dorsey Hodgden.

22. Southern Indiana L. W. Teeter.

23. Northwestern Ohio S. M. Loose.

24. Northeastern Ohio Edward Loomis.

2S» Southern Ohio, Henry Franlz.

26. Western Pennsylvania, C. G. Lint.

27. Middle Pennsylvania, H. IS. Brumbaugh.

28. Southern Pennsylvania John Lehner.

2g. Eastern Pennsylvania, ...-• S. R. Zug.

lo. Western Maryland,
J

Nicholas Martin and W. S. Reichard.

31. Eastern Maryland, Solomon Stoner.

32. Second District of West Virginia '/.. Annon.

33. First District of West Virginia, B. W. Smith.

u. Second District of Virginia
"" Daniel Hays and J. P. /.igler.

35. First District of Virginia P. S. Miller.

36. Tennessee, North Carolina and Florida, .,W.A. Sherfy,

AFTER-DINNER MUSINOS.

That part of us which is of the earth is earthy,
id as we wear and waste we must replenish by

feeding, and after feeding there should be a time
for resting and digesting. This is especially true
after the noon hour, because of the strain that has al-

ready been made upon the vital forces, This noon-
day resting is done in different ways, owing to dif-

ferent habits formed. Some devote the noon hour
to lounging around under the yard trees, or in

sleeping, others in reading, thinking, etc. All
these conditions may meet these physical wants,
providing the nervous forces are not overtaxed.
The noonday hour, to us, has always been one of
pleasure and profit, because, as a rule, we have
been able to crowd into it much that is restful

and satisfying, and in these two we have the sum-
mation of profit.

Not long since we saw a very pretty picture of

a German scene. It was that of a family spend-
ing the "nooning hour" in the harvest field. It

was not after modern style, but one of the old fam-
ily scenes, from which the peasant families have
never departed. Under the shade of a large tree

were the heads of the family, while in front, on
the sod, was spread the white cloth, on which had
been placed the frugal meal. Around, were stand-

ing the jugs, pitchers and baskets. The father,

sitting on the ground, leaning against the tree, is

reading from the paper. Near by the wife is sit-

ting with her knitting in hand, while, filling up
the group, are the children, apparently intently

listening to what is being read,—not all, however,

as, on the outer edge of the inviting shade, we no-

tice the two youngest, a boy and girl,—evidently

having a good time rolling and tumbling over a

newly-bound sheaf, fresh from the reaper's hand.

The scene was an exceedingly restful one and re-

minded us of some that we saw in the " Father-

land," as we passed up through it, in the "time of

harvest." It must be remembered that the farmers

there live in the villages, while their little farms

may be two and three miles away. Because of

this, the noon meals arc eaten in the field under the

shade of the wide-spread oak. While the nooning

may not have in it the culture of the modern Amer-

ican farm-home, yet it is none the less restful.

We have just been musing over the problem of

life,—what it is,—and by some kind of association

these thoughts came in,

It is the noon hour,—the resting hour, we mean.

The sun is veiled by low and heavy clouds, drifting

from the West, between which an occasional burst

of sunshine comes and makes the surrounding

mountains and hills a gleam of beauty. The trees

are in full leaf,—the fruitful ones crowned with Mor-

al beauty, while the air is heavily charged with the

sweet odor. The robin, and the sparrow, represent-

ing the domestic bird family, are speeding, with

nimble wing and gladsome song, from branch to

branch and from tree to tree, seeking out and

building their summer nests, while the swallow,

with its peculiar twittings, is gyrating through the

air and over the housetops, searching for the va-

cant nook, where, in safety, it can make its nest and

rear its summer brood. Is not this life?

In front of us, as we look southward, is the town,

with the smoke from hundreds of chimneys, slowly

curling upward towards the clouds, indicating the

location of the homes of our people, while to the

west we see a great stream of black smoke tower-

ing upwards from the puffing and dashing engine,

drawing after it a train of coaches, filled with men

and women on their ways eastward and westward,

—

outward and homeward bound. Do not all these

things tell us of life and what it is? But the noon

hour is passing, and soon the laborer, the farmer,

the merchant, the teacher, the student,—all those

who have hands to work and wills to do, go forth
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ng to

is not life. We
this, r else we

flicted one, who
months yet not

to their ways of doing,—a change from

action,—from rest to labor. And so we

peated from day to day and year to year

Is this life? It is living,—but it

must get more into our being than

lose what life means.

Yesterday we called to see an a

has been confined to his home for

a sufferer in a full physical sense. His confine-

ment has wonderfully changed his ideas of life,

He says, " I now feel that if I could have the full

use of my body and limbs, I would be the happiest

man living."

If the dear Lord would give him all this at once,

we doubt not he would leap for very joy and would

be filled with words of praise. But suppose he

had, or would be given, the desires of his heart,

what more would he have than what thousands of

us have and we leap not, neither do we shout for

joy. So, life must mean more than this. And yet,

is our ultimate. Get this, and we

me and sense, earth and heaven can

ive been a few men who have ex-

lves as being in this condition.—but

d. There are worlds of them who
ditions they will be sat-

will be satisfied when I

awake in his likeness." We say that if this or that

happens we will be satisfied, forgetting that it is

fe what it should be, to

want,

to become satisfied is to

to be satisfied

have all that ti

give. There h

pressed themsi

very few indeed. Th
say that under certain

isfied. David says: '

likeness.

our privilege to mak<

give us the very thing

The best way for

live to satisfy others, and, in proportion as we do

this, so will our satisfaction be, and .so will we
come up to the true standard of life.

Now, as we look up from our musings, the

clouds are passing away and the surroundings are

flooded with sunshine, This reminds us of the

changeableness of the conditions in which life plac-

es us. Sometimes we have all clouds,— a dreari-

ness of soul comes to us, and we are almost made
rth' living, and it may not beto say, Life is not v.

unless we make it

passes away, and

that, like the Psalm

cup runneth over."

the clouds and rain

ing as the sunshine,

-hut thit

Lich rays of joy fill 1

t, we are made to

:ss all

souls

lay: ' \h

all 1

, in the providence of God
just as essential to our be-

cup ought to be full all the

and mercy do foilodn

QUERIES FOR THE ANNUAL MEETINQ OF 1897.

FOURTH INSTALLMENT.

Eastern Maryland.

(From the General Missionary and Tract Committee.) In

accordance with the decision of Annual Meeting of last year,
we recommend to the Eastern District of Maryland, the ac-
ceptance of the church in Washington, D. C, as a congrega-

Answer.—Decided to accept Washington City church,
with the understanding that the General Missionary and Tract
Committee support said church financially, until it is self-
supporting.

Southern Missouri.

I. We, the Round Mountain congregation, ask Annual
Meeting through District Meeting, Is it Sciiptural or accord-
ing to the established order of the church, for brethren, when
baptizing, to use water-excluding baptizing suits?

Answer.—No. (For Annual Meuing.)

Northern Illinois and Wisconsin.

1. According to 1 Cor. 10: 16, 17, and Gal. y. 28, there is

no difference between male and female; we ask Annual Meet-
ing through District Meeting to give a Scriptural reason why
sisters are not breaking the bread and passing the cup at
Communion as well as the brethren.

Answer.—We know of no Scriptural reason, and there-
fore, ask Annual Meeting to allow the sisters the same privi-
lege in the Communion enjoyed by the brethren.

e light of a reconciled God, shining from the
of our Lord Jesus, gives the heaven of the

:med its brightness. The shadow of that cross
s the outer darkness of the abode of the lost.

HOME* AND* FAMILY 1

THE CHILD'S FACE.

There's nothing more pure in heaven,

And nothing on earth more mild.

More full of the light that is all divine.

Than the smile of a little child.

The sinless lips have parted

With breath as sweet as the air,

And the light that seems so glad to shine

In the gold of the sunny hair.

little one, smile and bless me]

For somehow,— I know not why,

—

1 feel in my soul, when children smile,

That angels are passing by.

I feel that the gates of heaven

Are nearer than I knew,
That the light and the hope of that sweete

Like the dawn, are breaking through.
—Ernest Warlntrton Sim

HOWE INFLUENCES.

BY EDNA PUTERBAUGH.

There is music in the word "home." To the

aged it brings a bewitching strain from the harp of

memory. To the young it is a reminder of all that

is near and dear to them. Among the many songs

we are wont to listen to, there is not one more cher-

ished than "Home, Sweet Home."
Will you go back with me a few years, dear read-

er, into the history of the past, and traverse, in im-

agination, the gay streets and gilded saloons of

Paris, that once bright center of the world's follies

and pleasures? Passing through its splendid thor-

oughfares is one (an American) who has left his

home and native country to view the splendors and
to enjoy the pleasures of a foreign land. He has
beheld with delight its paintings, its sculpture, and
the grand, yet graceful, proporrions of its buildings,

and he has yielded to the spell of sweetest muse.
Yet, in the midst of his happiness, when he is re-

the opportunities he is enjoying, temp
1 him. Sin presents itself in the most
nner. He drinks wildly and deeply of

ting cup and his draught brings mad-
on is overwhelmed, he is careless of

what he does or how far he plunges into the un-
of guilt.

I summer evening, as he is roaming care-

lessly through the streets, having lost all his ambi-
tion for a higher and nobler life, strains of music
from a distance meet his ear. Fol owing the direc-

tion the sound indicated, he at length distinguishes

the words. The song he well remembered. It was
"Home, Sweet Home." Clear and sweet the
voice of the singer rises and falls in soft cadenc-
es of the beloved melody, Motionless the wander-
er listens till the last note floats away. Then he
turns slowly away, with no feeling that his man-
hood is shamed by the tear which falls as a bright
evidence of the power of song.

The demon that dwells in the wine has fled; and
reason once more asserts her right to control. As
the soft strains of "Sweet Home" had floated to
his ear, memory brings up before him his own
"sweet home." He sees his gentle mother and
hears her speak, while honest pride beams from her
eye as she looks upon her son, in whose nobleness
and honor she could always trust. His heart
smites him as he thinks how little he deserved such
confidence. He thinks of her last words of love
and counsel, and the tearful farewell of all those
dear ones who gladden that far-away home with

Subdued and repentant he retraces

joicing c

tations a

pleasing

of th<

to madness! A deep
his escape from further

The influence of home
a rolls between.

his steps with 1

draught that excites hi:

ssnse of thankfulness fo

degradation pervades hin

protects him, though the

None can tell how often the committing of crime
is prevented by such memories. If, then, the spell
of home is so powerful, how important it is to make
it pleasant and lovable! It matters not whether we
have richly-curtained rooms or large possessions,
but the beauty of home does depend upon the lov-

and 1

ing and cheerful disposition of father and mother,
brother and sister. Many a time a cheerful home

ling face does more to make good men
:n than all the learning of eloquence that

can be used. When a soul is burdened with the
cares and sorrows of this life, he seeks rest around
the family fireside, where he can lift up his heart in

prayer around the family altar,

Oh, fathers and mothers, we need more home al-

tars erected, for it is around these altars that we re-

ceive strength for every day and trial. May God
hasten the day when every home in our Brother-
hood will have home-altars established!

It is said that the sweetest words in our language
are " Mother, Home and Heaven." One might say
that the word "home" includes them all; for who
can think of home without remembering the gentle
mother, who sanctified it by her presence? And is

not home the dearest name for heaven? We think
of that better land as a home where brightness will

never end in night.

Oh, then, may our homes on earth be the center
of all our joys! May they be as green spots in the
desert, to which we can retire, when weary of the
cares and perplexities of life, and drink the clear

waters of a love which we know to be sincere and
always unfailing.

Elkhart, Ir.d;

'ONLY BECKIE."

SAI» BRALLIER noffsinger

She came into this world as other babies come,

—

pure and sinless from the hand cf God. She grew
in the atmosphere of a comf rtable if not a luxurious
home. She was surrounded by father and mother,
brothers and sisters; and thus she passed from infan-

cy to childhood, and from childnood to the riper

glow of maiden bloom. To a casual observer she
might have appeared not unlike other girls; yet, to
every member of that household, she was known as

"only Beckie"

Amongst the neighbors she was sometimes spo-
ken of as " Beckie, the drudge." But these were
very quiet whispers, tolerated only under terms of
strictest confidence and discretion; for Beckie's
parents were recognized among the higher class of
society, and were very popular in the community
n which they lived.

Even as a child, she had keenly felt the sting oc-
:asiohed by parental preference. O ce, when her
nother was very ill, she stole into her room at
wilight. "Is that you, my darling child?" her
nother questioned, and, sinking into a remote cor-
ter of the room, the poor girl answered with trem-
bling lips: " No, mamma, it's only me."
She had grown accustomed to have her sisters

tell her that her face was plain, and had long since
learned to accept their damaged and "old style"
garments as her fitting portion. She spent more
hours in the kitche

n the parlor; and

t was customary t

00m because she

tha she had

elude

'so si

She was not apt in what is

edge," and for this reason

strange thing that she was 1

Thus, while her brothers and
laurels at the best academies

spent with-

guests were present,

her from the dining-

aw of speech."

termed, " book knowl-
it was considered no
lever sent to college.

,istci ung
es, she, by her patient

sacrifice and meek endurance, was winning greater
laurels day by day,—laurels which are never given
the sons and daughters of this world to wear,
And. perhaps, because it was only Beckie, no

one noticed that her cheeks were fading and that

her eyes were lighted with that mysterious glow
which dawns on mortals only at the entrance to an-
other world. And because it was only Beckie, no
one knew or cared about the silent heart-ache, the
lone night vigils, nor the many wrestlings with the
angels of her God.

A day came when the household was summoned
to the little attic chamber, for Beckie was dying.
Very sweet and peaceful she looked, in the sure an-

ticipation of the hope so lon^f deferred. The deep
furrows of pain were all gone from the clear, white
forehead, and the throbbing heart was only keep-



June S.
l897-

iaS time to the flutter of

wee p; be glad it's only me

consolation to the familii

£ ' " Ere the hand of death could reach her

She had flown to meet his kiss;

Ere another world could claim her

She was far away from this
"

Ah me! there are many Beckies in thi

God pity all of them!

fvfinstezvn, Pa.

THE UNSELFISH WOMAN.

THE GOSPEL IM^SS-aLTSTQ-ZE-fcc.

Don't self the unbearable burdens. O God who alone
her parting canst transform the nature of man, change the in-

around her, and genuity wherewith I invent worries into a skill at

discovering joys. Make strong my memory for

pleasure, and weaken it for pain. Give me a genius
for gratitude. Show me how far I stray from thee
when I wander into grief."

NO DAY LIKE THIS FOR US.

The Sunday School Times contains a paragraph

well worth studying. It will bear repeated read-

ing:

A short time ago we mentioned the terrible loss

of life in the burning of a building in Paris, Over

one hundred women were burned. One of these

was the Duchesse d'Alencon, the most distin-

guished victim of the terrible horror. She was a

sister of the Empress of Austria, and a member by

marriage, of the royal family of France. Her hus

band is Prince Ferdinand of Orleans. Her conduct,

at the time of the fire, shows that she was wholly

unselfish, as she might have escaped, but preferred

to give other women the first chance.

She was born in the royal family of Bavaria and

was fifty years old. She was the mother of the

young Due de Vendome, who last year was mar-

ried to the Princess Henrietta of the royal family

of Belgium. It would be difficult to find a woman
in all Europe more elevated, from the view of no-

bility, than this lady whose body was so burned

that it required the skill of the dentist who filled

her teeth to identify what was left of her. A dis-

tinguished lady who barely escaped from the fire

says: "I was talking to the duchesse in front of the

stall where I was assisting, when I heard a cry of

fire, and immediately said to the duchesse: 'Let us

go, madame; come at once.' The duchesse replied:

'No, not yet. Let us give the visitors time to get

outside.' I saw the cravd rush for the exits and

the flames spreading around us, whi'e drops of

burning tar fell upon us. I took the duchesse by

the waist and was dragging her away. I repeated
' You must come, madame.' I dragged her a feu

paces, but with a brusque movement she releasee

herself, repeating: 'No, no; I will remain.' As
'

was suffocating, and as the flames had already

reached us, I was compelled to abandon her. Shi

stood motionless, then took a few steps toward her

stall, her eyes uplifted to heaven as though se

visions, and that was the last I saw of her."

BORROWINQ TROUBLE.

Thousands of people are annually ruining them

selves by borrowing too much. They borrow mort

than they can ever pay. But there is another

kind of borrowing that is the source of great evils,

It is the habit of borrowing trouble, a thing for

which there is no real necessity, whatever,

tends to greatly weaken one, and wholly unfits

him for the real troubles that are sure to cc

more or less, during life. The better way is to meet

trouble with a strong will, a steady nerve, anc

abiding trust in the Lord. On this subject Amos
R. Wells gives some suggestions that should pro

helpful. He says:

" It is treason to thy goodness, dear Father, to

he anticipating evil while thou art always plan

ning good for me. It is treason to my own pow
ers to weaken them by fears that may be ground
less. It is treason to my work to expend its

energies on worry. Let me reach out my best

toward the best thou hast always ready, and
what harm or sorrow can befall me? I entertain

care within while thou art knocking at the door
When vexations present themselves, I run tc

Meet them, while my servile imagination make;
ready a large place for them. How do I sir

against thy law of happiness! Thou canst noi

Magnify blessings for one who thus magnifies trou

hies. Thou canst not bestow peace upon one whe
makes no war on unrest. I shall not have from
thee any burden I cannot bear; I myself lay on my-

It is this day that the Lord made for us and for

our work. He made former days for the men of

former generations; and he may make days in the

future for men of coming generations; but we have
nothing to do with days of the past, or of the fu-

ture. If we had lived in the old times, we should

not have been suited to them. If we were to live

in the next generation, we should be short of its

measure. Our day is here and now. If we fail to

improve this time, we are a failure for all time,

There never was so good a time for us as the pres-

ent. There will never again be so good a time as

the present for us. Our fathers could do better in

their day than we could have done; but our fathers

were not suited to our day. We can do better in

our day than our children could do; but our day is

not so good a day for our children as their day is

for them. Our fathers belonged in their day; our

children belong in their day; but we belong in just

thit day.

"This

—-* C0RRE5P0NDENCE *~—

From Conway Springs, Kans.

The Slate Creek church met in quarterly council

May i. This also was the day of preparation for

our love feast. Four members have been received

by letter since my last report. Our members are

awake to the interests of the Smyrna Orphanage.

We take up a collection the first Sunday of each

month for that purpose. The offerings have been

very liberal.

We held our love feast May 12. About seventy-

five or eighty members were at the tables. We
had a very enjoyable meeting. Bro. J. P. Harsh-

barger, of Hutchinson, was with us. On the morn-

ing after the feast Bro. Harshbarger conducted a

very interesting children's meeting. A goodly

number,—ten in all,—attended the feast at Booth,

Kans, May 15, The Old People's Home is locat-

ed at this place. We visited the Home and got ac-

quainted with some of the inmates. The Home is

under the management of Eld. Thomas Winey and

wife. No pains seem to be spared to make the

Home pleasant and inviting. The occupants seem

happy and contented, and say they are well cared

for. The Home is pleasantly located within a few

rods of the meetinghouse, It certainly is a grand

institution. J. B. Thompson.

May 3j.

From Southeastern Florida.

One sister was received to day by baptism, which

gives us much joy. We hope to be able to give

more such good news. We have held meetings at

one place only, and do not know when regular ap-

pointments can be held at other places. We ex-

pect to have a good schoolhouse at our place this

summer, and then can have worship at home. At

present we have meetings at the Woodley school-

house, about three and one-half miles south. W«
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number nine members here, one more is ex-
pected next week, and more are arranging to come in

the fall. Brother and Sister Stuff were with us dur-
ing the winter, but returned to thair home in Illinois

about three weeks ago. Before leaving they pur-
chased a lot and expect to return in the fall and
build.

The name of our railway station is Wabasso.
We have no post-office here, however, Woodley be-

ing our nearest point. Considerable improvement
has been made here during the last ten months, and
we expect the good work to continue. I still think
that those intending to move south, would do well

to investigate the merits of this southeastern coast
of Florida.

J. R. Lbatherman.
Woodley, Brevard Co., Fla , May 16,

From Scott Valley, Kans.

It was our privilege to visit the dear members of

Sandstone, Vernon Co., Mo., May 9. We had serv-

ices on Saturday night and Sunday. We never at-

tended a more spiritual meeting than at this place.

Surely the Lord was there! Brethren, do remem-
ber the cause at Sandstone, and break to them the

Bread of Life, for they are hungry. We know
there are ministers enough in easy reach to give

them at least some attention. God holds us respon-

sible for all this lack of interest in our isolated

members. Who will say, "Here am I?"

From Sandstone we went to Fort Scott, to attend

our District Meeting of Southeastern Kansas.

It was a glorious meeting. Surely, in such a meet-

ing the great cause of Christ will never suffer. ' The
Ministerial Meeting convened the day before. Bro.

W. B. Sell was the Moderator; E. M. Wolf, Reading
Clerk, and J. H. Neher, Writing Clerk. The topics

discussed were of great value to the Brotherhood.

The same brethren as above named were chosen

in the organization of the District Meeting. The
meeting gained in interest by the presence and

help of brethren Eby and Sharp, of Kansas, and

Bro. Fred Culp, of Missouri. Bro. Sidney Hodgden
will represent us on the Standing Committee.

Brethren J. H. Neher and W. B. Sell were re-

elected District Evangelists for the coming year.

The members of Fort Scott deserve much credit for

the very business and hospitable way in which they

entertained all that came to the meeting. The
meeting closed on the evening of the 12th, to meet

again next spring at Fredonia, Kans.

Yesterday we met in council at the Scott Valley

church, with our elder, Bro. John Sherfy, presiding.

All business passed off very pleasantly. Praise

God for all we have seen and heardt

W. H. Miller.
Westphalia, Kans., May 16.

From Northeastern Kansas.

The Mission Board of Northeastern Kansas met

in special session at Gardner, Kans., May 15. A
great deal of business came before the Board.

Many earnest calls for the Bread of Life were

made. Kansas City is very desirous of a located

minister, and there are good prospects for a great

work there. Topeka makes an earnest call for

help. There are some faithful brethren and sisters

there, who are willing to help all they can. There

are many more places that are asking for preach-

ing. Our Board decided to have our missionary,—

Bro. C. H. Brown,—go to work at once.

We are hindered in our work for the lack of

funds. We are somewhat in debt from last year's

work, and ask every member of our District to help

us on with the good work. Without your assist-

ance we can do nothing, We ask your prayers and

your means in behalf of the cause. If every broth-

er and sister were brought face to face with the

earnest calls for help, there would be no lack of

money to push the work. It is an awful thing to

suffer for something to eat in this life, but how ter

rible to suffer for the Bread of E<ernal Life! We
as a Board, will try to do our part, leaving the re

suits with the Lord, j. W. Mosier, Sec,
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INDIANA.

Windfall. — To-day was our quarterly

meeting. Our elder, Daniel Bock, and brethren

George Bowser, Elias Smellzer and A. Caylor were

with us. Bro. Thomas Rodgers was called to the

ministry and duly installed.— Thomas J. Stout.

Hartford City.—The brethren of the Hartford

church met in council May IS. Our lovefeast oc-

curred May 21. Bro. Lewis Huffman officiated.

We have an evergreen Sabbath school. Bro Josiah

Sparks is our Superintendent.

—

Rosella Holcroft,

May 22. v

Pleasant Dale.—May 22 was our council, which

passed off pleasantly. At this meeting S28 47 was

raised, of which S11.86 goes to "World-wide Mis-

sions." Our church is in good working order. Our
ministers now have four regular appointments.

—

H.

J. Dillifig, May 32.

Yellow Creek Church. -The members of this

congregation met on Saturday, May 22, to hold

their second quarterly council. Considerable busi-

ness came before the meeting. We decided to

hold a Communion, the Lord willing, on Friday,

Oct. 15. 1897. Seven letters of membership were

granted.— Irtin S. Burns, Wakauisa, /r.d., May 24.

Prairie Creek Church.—Our council-meeting was
held May 8 Our Sunday school was organized

April II, with Bro Levi Huffman as Superintend-

ent. The church adopted the one cent plan for the

Orphans' Home. Our Communion will be June 18,

at 4 P. M. The church decided to build another

house of worship in the east part of the congrega-

tion.—John Minnkh. Ml. Zion, Ind., May iS.

Pleasant Valley Church.—Our Communion meet-
ing was held on Saturday evening May 22. It was
a season of rejoicing About two hundred mem-
bers communed. On Sunday we had our Sunday
school. A short talk on Sunday school work was
given by Noah Shutt and J E. Weaver, after which
we had preaching and a collection for the sufferers

in India, which amounted to S24 60. Our member
ship is 125—L. E. Weaver, Middltbury, Ind., May 24.

River.—The Sisters' Sewing Society here has
shipped two boxes of clothing and bed-clothing to

Sister Lizzie Howe, Chicago, s'nee March I. One
box contained forty-five pieces of wearing apparel,

one quilt, and one comfort. The last box contained
thirty garments, two quilts, one comfort, and two
caps for boys. We aided seven families with flour,

meal, potatoes, clothing, etc., here at home. Our
society is only eight months old, and something
new to most all the members.—Maggie D. DeWalt,
May 21.

Blue Creek Church.—We met in council May 8.

Eld. Samuel Neher was chosen delegate to Annual
Meeting. Sister Ida Wirth was chosen solicitor
for mission fund. We decided to hold our love
feast on Oct. 1, at 4 P. M. May 16 we reorgan-
ized our Sunday school, by electing Lews Huber,
Superintendent. Last winter was the first time
that we continued our school through the winter.
We generally "froze up" by November, and did
not thaw out again till next April or May.—Frank
Oswa't, Berne, Ind., May 22.

Pleasant Hill. We receivrd a ca.d May 4, from
Bio. Samuel Murray to meet him and wife at Potters
Station. We were glad to see them once more.
They were with us at our prayer meeting, Thursday
night, and also at our council the following Satur-
day. Bro. Murray preached for us on Sunday.
We enjoyed his sermons. Bro. Murray is always
ready to converse on religious sub,.-els and to
encourage all to be faithful. On Sunday afternoon
we met at our oldest son's, Albert Gump, to bid
adieu to our aged brother and sister. They arc get-
ting up in years, Bro. Samuel being ninety two years
of age. Just before their departure Bro. Murray of-
fered a very feeling and appropriate prayer, followed
by sister Murray, and then we bade them farewell.—Sarah Gump, May 25.

Fort Wayne. -I am in the midst of a series of

meetings at this place, with good interest. Two
came out Saturday night and two last night, mak-
ing four in all All are heads of families and of

good standing. Others, we believe, will come be-

fore the meeting closes. We expect to close next

Sunday night. The little band of members here

are alive to the work.

—

Daniel Snell, Sidney, Ind.,

May 25,

Syracuse.—May 15, at 5 P. M., the members of

the Solomon's Creek congregation held their love

feast. Many congregations were represented. We
were well supplied with ministers. Bro. Isaac

Berkey, of Goshen, Ind., officiated. One young
sister was received by baptism. On Sunday morn-
ing we had short talks from brethren Hillery, Berk-

ey, Miller and others. In the evening Bro. Lemud
Hillery preached in Syracuse. Bro. Hiiam Forney
preached for us at Syracuse to day,—the first time
for eight months. One was received by baptism to-

day.—L. A. Neff, May 2j

Ladoga.—May 22 we held our love feast at the

Bethel house. A goodly number of members
gathered to engage in the Communion services.

Bro Jacob Rarick officiated. Bro. Jesse Webster
was chosen to fill the office of deacon. On Sun-
day he was duly installed, and Bro. J. S. Secrist

was advanced to the second degree of the ministry.

Bro. H. H. Kjim was ordained to the eldership.

Ministerial help from a distance were brethren

Jacob Rarick, L. T. Holsinger, J. S. Secrist, D. C
Campbell and Goshorn. Brethren Rarick and
Campbell officiated in the installation services.

Since our last report one dear sister has united

with us by confession and baptism.

—

Lula Harshbar
ger, May 24.

KANSAS.

Newton.—We met in council, preparatory to love

feast, May 18. Our feast was held May 22 and was
a refreshing season. Elders Dickey and Frantz, of

McPherson; also brethren Rose Young and Thomas
were with us, and held forth the Truth with power,
— U. S. Royer, May 25,

Navarre.—The love feast of the Abilene church,
held May 15 and 16, at Navarre, proved a blessing

to all who attended. About one hundred and
fifty communed. On Saturday evening Bro, For-
ney officiated. On Sunday morning Bro. George
Manon was advanced to the full ministry. Breth-
ren Wine, Shirk, Furrow, Forney, and others, were
with us.—C. A Shank, May 22.

Visit to State's Prison —I will once more favor

those who have so often expressed a desire to

visit our State Prison with me, by announcing
that on Sunday, June 6, I expect to take my
usual part in the Chapel services, and also to sit

in the chaplain's office-room for visits of convicts
and Bible inquiry and prayer, and application
for baptism, from 10 A. M. to 12 M., from 3 to

5, and 6 to g P. M.; also from 6 to 9 P. M. on Sat-
urday, June 5. I would be glad to have a number
of our dear brethren and sisters meet me there.

Some brethren are at the prison who never saw a
sister, nor even another brother, besides myself.
When I was there last, there seemed to be bright
prospects of more being received into fellowship
soon. After my visit to the prison I expect to
visit the mission post at Clay Center. I hope our
District Evangelist will make special note of these
two points, as well as keep up all the others that
I opened and named during the past year.—C. C.

Root, Osawkie, /Cans., May 2j.

MARYLAND.

Pipe Creek Church.—We have just closed a
grand meeting at Pipe Creek, conducted by Bro. A.
Hutchison. The meetings began May 8, and were
followed with Communion services May 15. It was
the largest feast we ever held. Nineteen ministers
were present. One soul came out on the Lord's
side. Our meetings continued each evening un-
til the 20th, with much interest. From here Bro.
Hutchison will go to Frederick City, to hold
meetings until the Bible term opens.—Rachel A.
Pfouts, Linwood, Md„ May 2i.

PENNSYLVANIA.

Walnut.—Our annual love feast at the Farmer's
Grove churchhouse, near Honey Grove, was held
on the evening of May 21. Three were baptized
just before evening services. Eld. E, D. Book of.

ficia'ed The other ministers were Isaac Book
Milton C Swigart, and Andrew Spanogle. Bro!
Swigart preached four sermons and Bro. Spanogle
two, while with us.—/. IK Riplogle, May 25.

Montgomery Church.—Bro. J. M. Mohler began
a series of meetings in the Union meetinghouse at

Burnside May I, and continued until May 10. He
then came to Glen Campbell and held meetings in

the Union meetinghouse, closing May 21. Much
good seed was sown and quite an interest awakened,
which, we hope, will bring forth fruit to the honor
and glory of God. These were the first meetings
ever held by the Brethren in this place —5. L.

Fy-ick, Glen Campbell, tndiina Co, Pa., May 24.

Ephrata Church.—We held our love feast May
20 Nearly four hundred members communed.
Bro H. A. Price, of Harleysville officiated. Nine
ministering brethren, and many laymembers from
other churches were present. Next forenoon the
brethren reminded us forcibly of the duty we owe
towards the church, Sunday school, and prayer
meetings. I am sure if a'l would take such a bold
stand for the Truth, opposition would soon be on
the decline,—David Kilhcfner, May 24.

Buffalo Valley. — Our Brethren convened in

council in the Pike churchhouse May II, prepara-
tory to our love feast. All business was disposed
of pleasantly. Our love feast was held on the

evening of May 18. The members present ex-

pressed themselves as being much benefited and
encouraged. Brethren Spencer Beaver, Elias

Landis and Alfred Miller were present. Bro.

Spencer Beaver officiated. Many friends and vis-

itors were present,—not menfbers of our church.
Our elder, Bro. J. L. Beaver, and wife, and also

Bro, Adam Beaver and wife, were deprived of the

privilege of being at the feast, on account of sick-

ness —Adda M. Shivery, White Springs, Union Co.,

Pa , May 24.

OKLAHOMA TERRITORY.

Pleasant Plains. -The members of this church
met in special council, preparatory to our least,

May 15. at the home of Bro. Darnel Gordon. Our
elder, Geo. Studebaker and Eld Joseph Glick were

with us. Bro. Glick officiated. The best of in-

terest was manifested. Three were received into

the church by baptism, and one by letter, making
sixteen additions since last report. The total

membership is thirty-five.

—

Mamie Stookey, Carwilc,

Okla. T., May 18.

Big Creek Church.—We met in special council

May I. Our feast was held May 8. One was

received by letter and one by baptism, while others

seem almost persuaded. The high waters pre-

vented many of those from adjoining congrega-

tions from being with us. Bro. A. J. Stouder, from

the Oak G.ove congregation, and Bro, Holler,

from the Neutral Strip, did most of the preaching.

Bro. Holler officiated. — Maria Edgecomb, Plumb,

Payne Co., Okla. T., May 13.

NORTH DAKOTA.

Bowbells.—We have services here every Sunday
at II A. M„ with good attendance and good in-

terest. We have a Sunday school organized with

the best of interest. We had thirty seven in at-

tendance the first Sunday. Settters are still com-

ing. We expect to organize a church here as soon

as we can make needed arrangements.—/ A. Wea-

ver, May 22.

Cando.—The brethren and friends in and about

Cando, are progressing beyond the expectations

of many, both in their spiritual and temporal af-

fairs. They have flourishing churches and Sun-

day schools. There are, by all accounts, members

enough in the State to entitle them to a separate

State District organization. I presume steps will

be taken, as soon as convenient, to effect the same.

—M. P. Lichty, May 24.
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NEBRASKA.

North Beatrice.— Our council, May r, passed off

pleasantly. Bro. J. W. Netzley was advanced to

the second degree of the ministry. Next morning,

after preaching services, there were three applicants

for baptism.—.fl/. L. Solienberger, Beatrice, Nebr.,

May 22.

Beatrice.—The members of Beatrice all seem to

feel hopeful in the work here. The Sunday school

has been gradually growing in numbers, and the

congregations have made a marked improvement.

There is a constant and earnest effort needed to

make progress anywhere,—/. E. Young May 24

Weepingwater Church.—May 15 we held our

feast at this place. We had good interest, and the

attendance was fair. Ministering brethren present

from a distance were brethren J. B. Moore, A. R.

Smith and D G. Couser. At our late council we

had a good report, wi'h but few exceptions. Four

weeks ago one was received by baptism, and one

on the day of our feast. What we need most to-

day, is members who are true to the principles of

the Gospel,—the distinctive features. Thee are

still a few,— here and there,—in whose hearts the

sacred fire burns, and with such is the secret of

the Lord.—/. L. Suavely, Alvo, Nebr., May 20.

ARKANSAS.

Dryden.—May 15, I began a series of meetings

at Long Creek schoolhouse—the place where Bro.

James R. Gish organized a little band of members.

Our meetings continued one week. We had small

congregations, owing to busy times with the peo

pie. A good interest prevailed, increasing with

each service. Two sisters were baot-zed, and oth-

ers seemed almost persuaded Hopes are enter-

tained of a greater ingathering in the near future.

I can use Messengers to g' od advantage. Who
will send them?—B. E. Kesler, May 24.

Palestine. —The lovefeast at this place, May 22,

was very largely attended. Bro Charles E. Delp

and wife, of Carlisle, were present, and our brother

dealt out the Bread of Life in his usual impressive

manner. During the meeting one was received into

the church by baptism. At our council, prior to

the lovefeast, every brother, be'onging to this arm

of the church, was present. A few sisters, however,

could not be present. The advisability of building

a meetinghouse was considered and it was unani-

mously decided to make an effort in that direction.

The membership at this place now numbers forty-

six, and the outlook is encouraging.

—

D. L. Forney,

Mny 24,
IOWA.

Ola. -Bro. A. Wolfe, of Liberty ville, Iowa, came

to us April 15 and preached seven soul cheering

sermons. Although the congregations were small,

we hope the seed sown will bring forth fruit in the

near future.— Ella Buzzan, May 21.

Coon River Church. — We held a meeting last

Sunday on the outskirts of our territory. We
had a full house and good interest. Two were

received by confession and baptism. We left an

appnintment for the future, and are trying to pay

more attention to the outskirts and isolated places.

—/. D Haughtelin, Pantra, Iowa, Mxy 34.

Greene.—This church met in council, preparatory

to our lovefeast. All business was pleasantly dis-

posed of- May 22 we held our lovefeast. Brethren

O. J. Beaver and Harvey Gilliam were with us,

Their presence was much appreciated. Their good

counsel shall never be forgotten. Five dear mem-
bers have been rece ved by letter since our last re-

port.

—

A. Gertrude Eikenberry, May 24.

South English.—The English River church con-

vened in council May 22. The attendance was

good. More than the usual amount of business

was attended to. Steps were taken to look after

those who become cold, so that they may be re-

vived spiritually. Two were received by letter.

One letter was granted. We have quite a number
of young members who are alive to the work in

council, Sunday school and social meetings.—5.
P. Brower, May 24.
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Coon River.—When the brethren of this church
appointed May 15 for their love feast, they sup-

posed it would be aftfr corn-planting, but, on ac-

count of the continued rain and lateness of the sea-

son, it was in the midst of corn-planting, so our at-

tendance, especially from neighboring congrega-

tions, was not so large as usual. Otherwise, we had
a very enjoyable feast. Ministers from Dallas

County, and Bro. Jos. L. Myers, of Harlan, Iowa,

gave us efficient ministerial aid. That faithful vet-

eran, Eld. Robert Badger, of Panther, officiated —J.
D. Haughtd n, May 19

Loramie Church.—Ou of meetings.

ducted by Eld. I. J. Rosenberger, closer! with a

love feast, May 16. During the elder's short stay

he delivered some very instructive and helpful

sermons to the church. Two precious souls were
restored to church fellowship.—/. F, Souders, Oran,

Ohio, May 26,

New Philadelphia—At our Communion of May
15 thirty-two members were at the tables. Bro. S.

Sprankle officiated. On Sunday morning Bro.

Sprankte gave an address to the Sunday school, aft-

er whi<-h he preached an interesting sermon to an

attentive audience. Our order and atention were

good.

—

F. Whitehair.

Wooster Church.—The members of the Wooster

church met in council May ?2. The church decid

ed to hold their Communion June i8, at Bro. Georg
Heestand's barn, one-fourth mile east of Smithvilh

Station on the Pittsburg, Ft. Wayne and Chicago

Railroad. Our mission solicitors were appointed to

continue their work another year. Bro. Eli Holmes
i* our delegate to Annual Meeting.

—

Maria Runkle,

Wiiltrsyille, Ohio, May 23,

The District Meeting of Southern Ohio con-

vened in the Lower T*in church May 18. The

meeting organized with Bro. I. J. Rosenberger,

Foreman, L. A Book*alter, Reader, and D. M,

Garber, Secretary, A protest against Life Insur-

ances of all kinds was sent to Annual Meeting.

The Meeting decided to raise S800 for missionary

purposes the ensuing year, and a committee was ap-

pointed to apportion this sum to the different

churches. A paper, asking that all queries for Dis-

trict Meeting be printed and distributed among the

delegates prior to session, was granted, A new
committee on Old Folks' Home and Orphanage

was appointed. Other local matters were also con-

sidered. Eld. H. F*antz is our delegate to Annual

Meeting; W. K. Simmons, Alternate. A good spirit

prevailed throughout the meeting.—John Calvin

Bright, Neio Lebanon, Ohio, May 22.

FLORIDA.

Lealman.—Bro. C. D Hylton began a series

of meetings at this place May 8 and closed the 14th.

While the attendance was not so large as at some

places, the interest was good. We would be glad if

more of our brethren could come here to make this

the-r home. I have long been convinced that a

colony of our people would be a great benefit to

this country.—Susan M. Mhr
%
Hillsboro Co., May

iS.
MISSOURI.

Lost Creek Church,—We met in council May 21.

The church granted four letters. Bro. Geo Fike

was elected to the ministry. Bro. C. Holderman

was with us and preached four sermons.

—

Henry

Hubbard, Ratine, Newton Co., Mo., May 25.

Plattsburg.—The congregation at this place held

its regular council May 25. Eld. S. B. Shirkey,

of Rockingham, Mo., has the oversight of this

church and presided at the meeting. A large

amount of business was disposed of in a very kind

and loving way, and not an unkind wo'd or insin

uation was heard all day. In some respects this

was one of the most memorable council-meetings

in the history of the church. It is well known to

many, that a dark cloud hung over this church for

many years, which was completely dispersed. The

manner in which the matter was adjusted was great-

ly to the credit of all concerned, and the method

in which it was done we wish to recommend to all

other churches having troubles to contend with.

There was not a single accusation brought by any
member against another, but each one came for-

ward and, in a Christian- like manner, acknowl-
edged his mistake and asked pardon of the party
aggrieved. Tears flowed freely and it was appar-
ent that the Spirit of the Lord was at work, and
that the earnest prayers of many were being an-

swered. It will be glorious news to all who know
this church, that the bright sunshine is now over
this church and a glorious future is before it. It

was decided to hold a love feast on June 12, and
to have a series of meetings at the earliest conven-
ient time.— i\ Z. Sharfi, Mny 26,

MICH 1 AN.

Gait.—We are now having regular preaching here

by Bro. John L Butler, who has moved here. On
Sunday, May 23, while at church, our house caught
on fiie and burned down, leaving us nothing except-
ing the clothes we had on our backs. Even the
much loved family Bible could be seen lying on the

table while it was burning,—Moses Burket, May 2$,

ILLINOIS.

Woodland Church.—Our council was held May
19 It was well attended. There was not much
business before the meeting. One dear soul was
restored to the fold,

—

Lydlz Walter, May 2$,

Batavia Church. — Our Communion was held

May 22. This was the first love feast held in this

church, since its organization, only eight months
ago. Our hearts were filled with gratitude to God
for the blessed privilege of celebrating the ordi-

nances in God's house with our dear brethren and

sisters of different congregations. Ministers pres-

ent were M< Ichor S. Newcomer, W. R. Miller, Jacob

Solienberger, Harvey Barkdoll and our elder, S.

E. Yundt. Bro. Sam Nelzley was called to the

deacon's office. Snnday was spent by having

three soul-cheering sermons, and a children's

meeting, which was enjjyed by all.

—

Carrie Bark-

doll, Warrenhurst, III., May 24.

OREGON.

Powells Valley.—W.: met in quarterly council

M*y 15. All business was disposed of in a Chris-

tian spirit. Two letters were granted, Two lota

were offered as a donation, on which to build a

meetinghouse. We decided to accept one adjoining

the graveyard, near Damascus, and will erect a

meetinghouse as soon as we are able, or can get

some help. It was decided to hold a Communion
while Bro. Geo. Carl is with us. We expect him to

hold some meetings the latter part of June. Here

is a large mission field wi'h only one minister, who
is advanced in age, and must labor hard to provide

for his family. As we are few in number, and live

much scattered, it requires money as well as energy

and peiseverance to make a success of church work.

We would be very glad if some faithful ministering

brother would locate among us and assist in the

building up of our d^ar Redeemer's cause.—Nancy

Bnhr, Damascus, Clackamas Co., Oregon, May if.
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Annual Meeting Notes.

Our arrangements for the Meeting are complet-

ed, and we are hoping for good weather and look-

ing (or a large attendance.

Bro. J. G Royer will begin our Bible Term on

Sunday murning. May 30. Friend Lehman is here

and we expect to begin cooking on the grounds

May 29.

All letters to your friends at Annual Meeting

should be addressed in care of Annual Meeting

Box, Frederick City, Maryland.

E. W. Stoner, Foreman.

Fredtrick, Md., May iS.
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From the St. Vraln Church, Colo.

Our Comro union which occurred May 15

was a pleasan one. We were somewhat dis

appoimed.hovi ever, in not having any visiting

'"e also had a children's meeting the nex

day Tin 1 this, also, was the day for the little

ones to presen their offerings for the "India

Mission" Ou church has adopted the plan

of giving fiftee n cents to every little boy and

girl that desire s lo work for the mission, ant

they are to inv st this money in anything they

choose, and at he end of the year they may
give half of the proceeds to the mission, anc

have the other half for themselves. The tota

amount of thei little offerings was $13.42. In

connection wit this a general collection was

nting to $$ 45. making a total

oif,i8&7. Afte r giving fifteen cents again, to

each scholar, mounting, in all, to S3 60, we

The chuich at thi:

3 call c . Dl lid

present said that the coil

5 the best of all.

deemed it pruden

10 the work of thi

<<7 li-r;/,K

little book

present-

Irl R. Hjcks, editor of ll'om

and widely known on account of

ed Almanac, has published a nea

of sixty-four pages, bound in pa

"Seeing the Unseen," in which h

ing bis views on religious subje

that makes most interesting reading. This

only a part of what the work is to be wh
completed. This book is being sent as a*pi

mium for five months' subscribers to bis papi

on receipt of 25 cents, He may be addressed

it St. Louis, Mo.

FALLEN t ASLEEP

ministry, the lot falling on our deai

Frank Early. We baptized two your

since our last report, and have reasi

lieve that others are counting the cost

A. C. SNOWB:
Longmont, Colo,, May /y.

Onc

Another Pilgrim

t Meyersdal Ma
r Dis t Meeting, a message awaiting

iounced the death of our beloved broth-

co-laborer, Philip F. Cupp. He bad
1 great sufferer for tbe last two years,

with can.er of the stomach. He was a minis-

ter in the Brothers Valley congregation, Som-
erset Co., Pa. Few brethren leave this world,

bequeathing it a brighter evidence of a truly

consecrated life than did Bro. Cupp. He
served the church as a deacon fifteen years,

and eleven years in the ministry. He was one
of the most zealous workers in the Sunday
school. He was a great lover of the prayer

meeting. He was a warm patron of the Breth-

ren's schools, aiding and patronizing them lib-

erally. Several of his children are graduates
of the Huntingdon school, He leaves a wife,

four sons and one daughter. AJ1 of

ed with the church when quite yonng, and
have partaken largely of Bro. Cupp's gi

Ma
yard. The family, the church, and the com
munity will miss Bro. Cupp greatly, and thi

many tears shed by the large congregatior
that attended his funtral service at the Sum
roit church, testified to the fact that he wai

5 great suffering

^-OUR x BOOK » TABLED
The Ladies' Home Journal for June is a fine

number. The first paper, " What Victoria has
Seen," is exceptionally good. It is rendered
all the more interesting by being well illustrat-

ed. It tells the story of the queen from her
coronation, at the age of eighteen, until the
present time, and weaves into this history the
leading changes that have occ

that period. The second pi
"When John Wesley Preached
will be read with uncommon c;

forth many facts not generally ki

article it is stated that, while in Savannah, Mi.
Wesley opened and taught the first Sunday

red during

:r, entitled,

school ever established i

was about the year 1736. This wa
before Robert Raikes opened
school in England.

>rld. Thi

Leslie's Popular Monthly for June
two papers that should be widely

read. One is entitled " Homes in Greece

"

and the other "Crete and its Vicissitudes!"

Both papers are finely illustrated, and con-
tain information that is particularly in de-
mand just at this time. Greece is an old coun-
try, about which historians have written and
p <ets have sung for centuries, and it is now in-
teresting to spend an hour studying the home-
life of tbe people at a time when the eyes of
the whole world are turned in that direction.
Another paper on " Locomotion in India," will

attract a good deal of attention,

BASHOR.— In the Lower Stillwater

ar Dayton, Montgomery Co,, Ohio,

97, of consumption, Sister Lorett:

Bashor, daughter of Bro. W. A. and Sister

Bashor, aged 20 years, 3 moi ths and 7
days. Sister Loretta was born in Greene
County, Tenn., Oct. 16, 1876, She was an ex-

emplary young sister in the Old Brethren
church, When she thought her end was near,

she called for the anointing. The brethren

were sent for, and she was anointed just

twenty-four hours -before she died. She left a
father, mother, two brothers and two sisters.

Funeral occasion improved from 1 Thess. 4:

13-18. Amos Hybb.

BASHOR.—In the same district, same fam-
ily, and of the same disease, April 20, 1897,

Dora A N. Bashor, aged 18 years, 4 months
and 8 days. She was born in Greene County,
Tenn., and, with tbe family, came to Mont-
gomery County, Ohio. It has been but three

months less three days since tbe angel of

death took away from them a loving daughter,

a sister in the church. Dora was a good, kind
and obedient child, and loved by all who knew
her. The parents, two brothers and one sister

are left. Funeral discourse by the Old Order
Brethren, from Matt. 9: 24. Amos Hyre.

FISHER,—In the Mexico church, Miami
Co., Ind„ May 14, 1897, Herman Earl, son of

irion and Elisabeth Fisher, aged 11 years, 8

mths and 16 days. He had just recently

ne from Huntington, Ind., with bis parents,

: was thrown from a horse, and tbe horse
pped on him, which caused his death. He
s a grandson of Eld. Noah Fisher.

J. M. Replogle.

VANIMAN.—In the Pleasant Hill congi
gatiou, 111., of cancer, May 5, 1897, David
Vaniman, aged 70 years and 15 days. De
ceased was born near Dayton, Ohio, and died
at his home, near Virden, HI
ried to Elizabeth Bowser, Aug,
union was blessed with sevei

daughter and six sons, all att:

He united with the church 3

and faithfully served as a deacon for many
years. For a number of years he was the
foreman of our District Missionary Commit-
tee. Foneral occasion improved from Rev.
14: 13, by Eld. M. J. McClure.

Jamhs Wirt.

SMELTZER.—In the Osceola church, Elk-
hart Co., Ind., March 20. 1897, Sister Anna
Abbe Smeltzer, aged 22 years, 1 month and 7

FISHER.-In the Sugar Creek church, Tus-
carawas Co., Ohio, April 22, 1897, Christian

Fisher, aged 78 years, 1 month and 3 days
He came to this County ard State with his

parents when but six months old. He was
married to Sarah Kagy Oct. 9, 1842. To this

happy union were born eleven children, six of

whom preceded htm in death in their infancy.

His wife (Sister Sarah) died Oct. 29, 1889
Three sons and two daughters are yet living.

Funeral from Ps. 23: 4, conducted by the writ-

er, assisted by M. H. Shutt. E. Loom's.

NUSBAUM.—In tbe Yellow Creek church,
Elkhart Co., Ind., May 5, 1897, Sister Eve Nus-
baum, aged 67 years, 9 mm ths and 16 days.

She was the wife of Bro. John Nusbaum

7 months,

HITT.—At Tb
Bro. Wm. A. Hit

Deceased le:

daughter. He united with the Brethren"church
about twenty-five years ago, and was faithlm
until death. Funeral services by the writer

Quincy Leckrone
COOPERRIDER-In the Jonathan Creek

church, near Glenford, Obis, May 6, 13™
Lillie Bell, daughter of Bro. Samuel and Sister
Sarah Orr, aged 23 years, 11 months and t
days. She united with tbe German Baptist
Brethren church Aug. 8, 1887. She was united

ith Franklin Cooperrider Oct,

She*
er of the Brethren church for fifty years,

ave four more aged members that are 1

ek. Thus we are all going home one by 1

uneral services by John Metzler and
rtter. Hiram Roos

McCULOUGH. — In Leon, Decatur
jwa. May 15. 1897, John J. McCulough, a

31 years, 6 months and 15 days. Service:
ie grove near the McAlister cemetery, by the

riter. Text, Eccl. 7: 2. L. M. Ki

GATES—In the Hopewell church, Bedford
Co., Pa., April 28, 1897, Bro. Nathaniel Irvius

Gates, aged 23 years, 3 months and 24 days.

fe and one small child Funer-
Bro. D. S. Clapper, assisted by

J. K. Bowser and D. A. Stayer, from Isa. 55: 3,

Katie Stiver,

HOLLAND. — Near Jacksouburg, Waynt
ro., Ind., May 7, 1897, Archie Franklin, son ol

Daniel and Minnie Holland, aged 3 years anc
days. He was a bright little boy, and a reg.

lar attendant at Sunday school. Funeral
;rvices by Eld. D. F. Hoover, assisted by L.

J. Teeter. Text, Heb.-I2: 7.

HURNI.—At Argent

. aged abou

J. Etter Green.

,
Kans, May 6, 1897,

1 this

75 ye. She ,

ntry

was living in Kansas City, Mo,
her death. Her son, Bro I<

brought her to his home r

Kans., June 7. June 8 she wa
Argentine cemetery. Funeral service

undersigned. Her death was sudden
expected. From appearances
pared and eaten her dinner, and retired

rgen

a I .tftc

church and of

.Sister Mahala
< month and 8

County,

SMELTZER.—In the i

e same family, March 2S

Alma Smeltzer, aged 16 y

SMELTZER.—Also of the same family,
April 11, 1897, Samuel Arthur Smeltzer, aged

years, 11 months and 27 days.

NUNEMAKER, — In the :

March 14, 1897, Angeline Smelt;

iter of the above), aged 37 years, 4 months
and 6 days. The three sisters and little broth-

re children of Brother and Sister Smeltz-
t miles southwest of Elkhart. The four

died in four weeks. The first three named
ed of diphtheria. Their funeral service was
Id May 16, Bro. Daniel Wysong, of Nappa-
e, and the writer, officiating. The service of
e married daughter, who was a member of
e Mennonite church, was conducted at the
ne of her burial by Bro. J. V. Felthouse.
bile the sorrow and bereavement of our dear

brother an sister are more than ordinaril)

e thankful to God who giveth therr
a submissi e spirit and sustains them by hi

grace. In im they hope for 1 ght in tbe even
ng of life, nd a glad meeting with Jesus anc
oved ones 3D tbe other shore,

I. D, Parker,

three o'clock she was found dead, and
house seemed to be full of gas. It is supposed

893. She leaves a husband and
Iren. Interment in the Lutheran cemetery
Good Hope.

FISHER.—In the Me
ami County, Ind., April

Fisher, oldest daughter

aged 54 ye;

chil-

te

congregation, Mj.

She ried Hishct

led for

ber death.

ESKEW. — In the Fai>

Douglas Co,, Mo , April 4,

daughter of Brother James
Eskew, aged 2

W. Dove,

Wm. Ho; SINGER.

view congregatior

, 1897, Birdie, infan

5 and Sister Malind;

Funeral by Bro. F
Nannie Harman.

MAHONEY.—At Gilman, Ind., March
1897, Clemard Mahoney, aged 48 years,
months and 12 days. Services by Eld. I.

Branson. Henry E. Millspaugh.

HUPP.—At the same place. May 12, 18.

Henry Hilty Hupp, son of Wm. and Vie
Hupp, aged 1 month and 4 days. Services
Eld. I. E. Branson.

HknryE. M:

HOLLER.— In the Ozawkie coi

Kans., May 21, 1897, of typhus fever

cob Holler, aged 7 years, 4 mont
days. Deceased was the oldest chiM ->i

Brother John and Sister 1

neral services by Eld. J. A. Root, assisted by
A. Puterbaugh, from Matt. 18: 2, 3.

H. L. Brammell.

SELL.—At Bachelder, I. Ter., May 13, 1897,
consumption, Delila, wife of Bro. Albert

Sell, aged 35 years, 2 months and 21 days.
She leaves a husband and five little children
ne only six weeks old). Funeral by the writ-

SlDNEY HODGDEN.
KELLER. — In the Back Creek church,

Franklin Co., Pa„ of blood poison, Bro. David
Keller, aged 72 years, 7 months and 27 days.
Deceased was a consistent member of the
Brethren church for over forty years. He is

rvived by a widow (a sister) five sons and
four daughters. He was born in Lancaster
County and moved from there with his par-

o Franklin County, where he spent the
inder of his days. Funeral services by

Bro. J. Kurtz Miller, assisted by brethren
John Lehner and Geo. Hege, Interment in.

the Upton Cemetery, Emma Miller,

i860. To this unio

five daughters. One daughter preceded 1

the spirit world about one year ago. ;

Sarah united with the Brethren church in

and lived a devoted Christian life until d
A short time before her death ;

the elders and was anointed. I

ces conducted by Eld, J. H. Wright, from Psa
,

l 7- *5- Sylva Rush,

CUPP. — In the Brothers Valley church,
Somerset Co., Pa-, May ri, 1897, Bro Philip p\

Cupp, aged 54 years, 10 months and 35 days!
Interment at Somerset cemetery. Funeral
services by the writer and Eld. D. H. Walk-
er. Text, 2 Tim. 4: M. W. A. Gaunt.

MAXWELL— In Corning, Iowa, May 14,

1897, Elizabeth Maxwell, aged 84 years. Fu-
neral services by brethren A. P. Simpson and

e writer. Silas Morton.
RODGERS.—At Braddock, Pa., April 19,

97. Roy Daniel Rodgers, son of Brother lohn

E. and Sister Sharlot A. E. Rodgers. Funeral
irvices by Dr. Blackburn. Text, Job 14: 2.

D. S. Brallier.

GRADEN.— In the Cowenshannoc congre-
gation, April 15, 1897, Sister Barbara Graden,

80 years. She was the mother of thir-

children, of whom five are still living,

,vas a member of tbe church for forty

. Funeral services conducted by the

r, assisted by J. B. Wampler, of the Pro-

gressive church, from Isa. 40: 6-8

BLOCHER.—At Adrian, Mo.
Bro. Jacob Blocher, aged 71 >
and 5 days. Deceased was b
burg, Pa., Aug 6. 1825, moved t

W. Mil

May 1

, and to Adri Mt.

childr.He leaves a wife and eleve

ceased united with the Brerh

forty years ago. He was soon called 1

in the deacon's office, which place I

lity to the I of ! death. S01

death he
oil in the name of the Lord. Different times

during his sickness he called his children to

him and desired Scripture reading and prayer.

His decline was gradual, but decided, for

about two years. He was confined to his

home about five months. Funeral services by

Bro Ira Witmore and the writer.

G. W. Lentz.

DRUSHAL.-In the Pigeon River church,

111., May 13, 1897, John Drushal, aged 69 yeais

and 9 days. He was married to Susan Bow-
tan Dec. 8, 1853. To this union were born

ght children. He united with the Brethren

1 the spring of 1889. Funeral services con-

ducted by the writer from 2 Cor. 5: 1.

Isaac W. Snowbergrr.
HANES.—In the Pigeon River church, 111.,

May 15, 1897, Margaret Hanes, aged 61 years,

months and 18 days. Deceased was born in

Columbiana County, Ohio,. Feb. 27, 1836 In

India

ried

In

Sin-

W. Faust. To tb

5 and five daught<
united with the German Baptist Brethren i

devoted Christian lif<

She leaves a husband and four daughter

Funei sbyt 1 Job 1

Isaac N. Snow
LAWSON.—Near Birmingham, Iowa, Nov.

, 1897, Bro. Hudson Lawson, aged 70 years,

months and 4 days. Deceased was a broth-

, beloved by all who formed his acquaint-

ice. Funeral occasion improved by the

Brethren from Psa, 146: 5.

James Glotfeltv.
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LOVE FEASTS.
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B. L. CARTER, Qirard, 111.,
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Dry Goods, Shoes, Etc.

36?

Do You Sing?
If so, have yon examined the Brethren Sun'

day School Song Book? h is a well-arrange)

and carefully-sek-tied cnltcciinn of songs suita

ble for the Sunday School, Prayer Meeting o

Baltimore City Church.

Tho ..I iliei

day School Superintendents and Choristers.

Order a copy, either round or shaped notes,

accompanied with 35 cents, the retail price,

and we will send the book and a coupon good

for 35 cents on the first dozen books or-

dered at the regular price, *j,6o per dozen pre-

paid, Address:

Brethren Publishing House,
Mt. Morris, 111.

.. i.;i miily Coiiiii> (.-hu re

e\-i l«.\

I.. Mnj>l.< Vulley fi'H rt

'lih'ni \ .lili-v'Vhui-.-li, liliiir Co.. Fa.

r IS, nL 10 A. M., UhlDpt-wu flmroli

..Mlilill>j<:reeki.:<>iiKr«Kalioii.

Doctrinal Outlines

Well Pleased with the

Song Book.

For 35 cents we will send a copy of the abovt

named book and a coupon for same amount

whicli will be accepted for 35 cents on first or

der of 1 2 or more books at S3.60 per dozen pre

paid. Address:

Brethren Publishing House,
Mt. Morris, III

Our Publications.

Children at Work—Weekly; well-illnstra-

d; contains the Sunday school lesson, with

[planatiou, etc., adapted to the understanding

small . I11i.lt. 'ii. No better publication can

; found for the little boys and girls of oat

Sunday schools.

s the list of the periodicals,

The Qoapel Messenger.—A large, religious

weekly,—published in die interest ot the Breth-

ren or German Baptist church and their only

recognised rhurch orgau. Price, $1.50 per

The Young Disciple.—An illustrated week-

ly for the young. This is one of the most In-

teresting Sunday school papers published, and
should be used in all the schools within reach

Is a book of 77 closely-printed pages that is

growing in favor wherever it is known. It is a

work for ministers, Sunday school workers and

s, containing outlines on the following:

irical, Doctrinal, Missionary, Secret Soci-

Homiletics, Revivals, The Sunday School

The Home.
It is highly prized in Smyrna. (See page 41

of Messenger.) Order soon, as the number

on hand is limited. Price, paper cover 15

cents; cloth, 25 cents, prepaid.

Brethren Publishing House,

Mt. Morris, 111.

"^TsTa-rrted-

1

New Brethren Colony,

MOUNT MORRIS,
Morrison County, Minnesota.

No Free Lands but the Best Lands in

Minnesota at Low Prices mul

on Easy Terms I

Brethren's Family Almanac—Every fam-

ily should have this Almanac; complete in ev-

y way. Price, per copy, 10 cents; special

rms to energetic ageuts,

Brethren's Quarterly.—Prepared for all ad*

vanced classes. It contains the lesson text

and a complete explanation of the lesson

throughout. In preparing this quartcny we
keep constantly iu view the needs ui the

Brotherhood, and aim to fully adapt it to Heir

thtUun.

M., Sterling, 1

..Imi."

•• ADVERTISEMENTS

Ona month (.; times)

. lira; months (i] Haiti),

.

31= months (26 tiroes)

One year (Si times)

fSTiio Cuts or other el«

Texas' Big Berry Crop.

Windsor
European Hotel,

TRIBUNE BLOCK,

45 to 153 Dearborn St. S. GrbGStbn, Prop.

CHICAGO, ILL-

The Doctrine of the Brethren Defended.

We are admonished by the apostle to give

reason to every man of the hope that is in u

Often we are interrogated upon points of

church doctrine on which we cannot give the

desired information, and would be gli

Know just where to get it. " The Doctrine of

the Brethren Defended " contains a complete

exposition of the Faith and Practice of the

Brethren, the Divinity of the Holy Spirit, Im-

mersion, Feet-washing, the Lord's Supper, the

Holy Kiss, Non-conformity, Secret Societies,

etc. Price, per copy, cloth binding, £1.25; to

ministers, $1.00. Address this office for further

particulars concerning terms to agents.

Juvenile Quarterly.—Prepared especially

for the intermediate classes, This Is one of the

neatest, and best illustrated quarterlies pub-

lished. The pictures are selected with great

nd every lesson is illustrated, The little

folks are delighted with It,

Single:

Sunday School Supplies.—We keep any

thing that is used in Sunday school work,

Write us for prices on goods not adver-

tised here.

,» mourn, flmlble, red-edge, perdoisn. . . I 80

PITZEtt HOUSE

Horaescckers' Excursions via

Santa Fe Route.

v being shipped north. Apply to Geo. C. (

, for copy ot Texas Coast pamphlet, desert

James T. Quinlan,

SHIPPING & COMMISSION MERCHANT

30S S, Charles St., Baltimore, Md,

iter, Bggi, Poultry, Oi

„,=„. Hay.lBtraw, Grain, I

and Booti.
1, Hides, Dried i

Teeter's Commentary

The prices on this popular and re-

liable Commentary have now been re-

uced to the following:

Cloth Binding, two volumes, - $4-0°.

Half Leather, two volumes, - - 4-5°.

Half Morocco, two volumes, - - S-co.

Address: Brethren Publishing Housa,

Mt, Morris, 111

.,,!„

. .He

r quarter,

Sunday School Reward Carda.—Our stock

of cards is large and presents a variety

in styles and prices so as to pleaae all.

Please send us a trial order and be con*

lie Sttri&.
neSzAK
lieexfiX

1, slie a****,

.

Send for Special Prices to Agtnit,

Other Helps.—We are prepared to furnish

Bible Dictionaries, Commentaries, Maps, and

Bibles of every description. Always write ni

before ordering elsewhere.

When ordering cards be s

ber and price as well at the e

may be no mistake,

, give nam-
o that there

BRITS*** PUBLISHIHG HODBI,
Moait Morris, 111
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ANNOUNCEMENTS *<

LOVE FEASTS.

A GRAND SUCCESS!

...THE FOURTH...

Great Northern Excursion!

NORTH DAKOTA.

FARMING

HiLflNDS

Prairie Lands
in^

The Fourth Annual Excursion of Home
seekers to North Dakota under the auspices ol

the Great Northern Railway left Chicago

March 30th, and by accessions oil leaving St,

Paul, the party numbered 1,457. This was

;U uric linn: by any railway in the world.

The excursion of 1896 numbered 1,000; the

excursion of 1895 numbered over 450; (he ex-

cursion of 1894 numbered over 300. Each year

the number has increased, indicating the gen-

eral satisfaction of the Brethren with North

Dakota, as there are now settlements at seven-

teen different points along the Great Northern

Railway.

- of 1897 1

that :

pick out free government homesteads or t

buy farms on the crop payment plan. Person

who wish to join these parties, or want informa

tion about North Dakota, are invited to writi

for publications and full particulars.

MAX BASS,

i South Clark St.

North Dakota.
IOLONIES or INDI-

Mnds will never he cheaper than
wit

S?S"o"^ sw £ta° $*
tl>0 CBOP FAYUENT

FREE HOMESTEADS

Vf.sH flw hennlifol KUNMAKE i,r„
nOWIUJ.LS fount rr, n,-nr the "Do
f.ncs" Lakes in Ward County, opened
for homestead entry, July 27, 1896.
These farming hunts ,,n> lullv equal to
those of Ramsey, Towner, Rolette and
Bottineau Counties. On Nor. 1st, 1896,

...Land Department...

Northern Pacific Railway Co

In Central North Dakota

FREE Government Land, Crop Paym.
Land, Railroad Land, at $3 to $5 per

Acre, on Ten Years' Time,
Interest, 6 per cent.

LIGMTECOJL.

brethren""-

OUR ILLUSTRATED LAND PRIMERS
N--.21, 22 "-I 44, Milh ...: .mii.Wrnjofa.Hiij

HALF FARES

[

A. JACK, Triivclim: Iumii,

Or, FBANK 8WICKARD, Trnv.

JUNIATA BIBLE LECTURES

On the Book of Ruth and the first Chaptei
of John's Gospel.

Do You Want Fine Stock?

He'll be There.

Bro. A. M. T. Miller, of Pickrell, Nebr.,

vorably known to our Brethren, will be
Annual Conference at Frederick, Md., a

give full and reliable information concern:

Nebraska and kindred topics. See him!

WHY NOTr

W-We call spc

passed facilities in procuring for our readen
any book published, it especially low prices
In ordering books always give title of book
author and publisher.

Wells, Foster and
...Eddy Counties

umcrous Public Schools, Healthy Climat
Good Water, obtainable at from t8 to 30

feet, black-loam Soil with clay Sub-
soil, Railroad Competition.

an Baptist Church at Carrlngtoi
with a Nice Churchhouse

Free of Debt.

k'D o( the locality write to

C. W. MOTT,
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The latest advices from Greece seem to indicate

the existence of a deep-laid plot to dethrone King

George. It seems that his cabinet is implicated

in the matter, and, if so, it is uncertain just what
will be. " Uneasy rests the head
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It seems that there is to be still further blood-

shed at Crete. A dispatch from Candia says:

"Armed Mussulmen made a sortie from Candia,

Saturday night, and burned the village of Kilivia,

killing fourteen. This is certain to have a serious

consequence, as it will incense the Cretans, who
will make reprisals."

According to the latest advices, the difficulty

between Japan and Hawaii, growing out of the

immigration question, has been increased rather

than diminished by the diplomatic proceedings. A
second war vessel has been dispatched to Hono-
lulu, and a third one will be sent from Yokohama
as soon as possible.

nfied.

seems that Greece has an opportunity of turn-

over her navy to the Turks, in lieu of the in-

demnity demanded by Turkey. Inasmuch as a

navy is expensive in times of peace, and generally

proves useless in war, it would appear to be a wise

decision on the part of Greece, to accede to the

proposed condition of peace.

It is stated that one of the latest achievements

in science is the manufacture of whiskey from old

rags. While it seems wonderful, at first glance,

yet it is not so strange, after all, that a rule should

work both ways. For years whiskey has been

producing rags for its unhappy victims, and now
science proposes to transform the rags into more

of the deadly fluid. It would seem more appro-

priate, it seems to us, to use the rags in the manu-

facture of paper, to publish more Bibles and tem-

perance literature,

It seems that General Weyler has no mercy on

the poor Cubans. He has, according to a late re-

port, turned his Spanish army into squads, to steal

Cuban cattle and drive them into his fortified

towns. He has issued a law, forbidding the sale

of imported meat, and compelling everybody to pur-

chase from his own butchers. The stealing is

mainly done in " the pacified provinces."

The question of Bible reading in schools has

been settled in Toronto, Can., satisfactory to both

Protestants and Catholics, by the introduction of

a reading book, containing selections of Scripture.

We cannot see why such a plan should not be

feasible in this country. Certainly selections from

the Bible would be fully as interesting and a great

deal more beneficial, morally, than much of the

trashy matter to be found in the average school

reader.

Some earnest words were spoken by Bishop

William E. McLaren, on a recent visit to Chicago.

Referring to the present condition of society, and

the needs of the hour, he says: " The condition of

society, everywhere, shows a fearful lack of i

ality. The condition is such as to startle the Chris

tian and patriot, and the question is, What is to be

done to stem the tidal wave of demoralization

which is upon us? The church is not doing its

full duty as the teacher of the world, and it is be-

cause the State has usurped the function of teach-

er. There being no religion in its teaching, there

is no morality either, and, in consequence, a gen-

eration has grown up without adequate moral

training. If the law of God is untaught in the

schools, God is untaught. If there is no God,

there is no obedience to God's law. Selfishness,

covetousness, and the idolatry of the dollar rule.

Corruption becomes enthroned in places of legis-

lation. . . . The remedy is the teaching of mor-

ality to the children, and it is the duty of ail Chris-

tians to see that the young have their moral, as

well as their intellectual, nature trained."

An earthquake shock alarmed the citizens of

Cincinnati, and other points in Ohio, Tennessee,

Kentucky, the .Virginias and the Carolinas, May
31. While it did no particular damage, the ex-

citement at some points was intense. If the peo-

ple could only be brought to a full realization of

the danger that actually awaits those who die out

of Christ, there would be a great effort to obtain

salvation on the easy terms of the Gospel.

It now appears that, after all, the plan of send-

ing corn to India is not the best method of reach-

ing the sufferers. Mr. Hauser, long a resident of

India, says, that he does not believe any shipload

of corn can go through the Red Sea, in summer,

without becoming unfit for food, and says fur-

ther, that it is very doubtful if the people of India

would know how to use it, even if the government

should grind it. He says that they know abso-

lutely nothing about preparing it, use so little fire

that it could not be properly cooked, and it would

be liable to make them sick, as it did the Irish,

when corn was sent to them during their famine.

Mr. Hauser says that neither he nor his wife wish

to deprecate the efforts of those who have given

corn, but believe it much wiser to give money and

clothing. The money will reach the people much

sooner than the corn, and they stand in dire need

of clothing. Our readers will observe that the

plan, suggested by the Messenger, and responded

to so generously by many, is exactly in line with

the above suggestion. With the money Bro.

Stover can buy just what is most needed, and dis-

tribute it in the most judicious manner,

Last week we referred to the Convention of

the Mormons, held at Hagerstown, Md., June I,

Since then we note that, by their missionary plan,

every Mormon is expected to hold himself ready

for the mission field, prepared to go at a moment's
notice. Then, too, he must, if able, go at his own
expense, the church supporting only those whose
necessities require such assistance. While the

Mormon doctrine has scarcely a single redeeming

feature, we may well imitate the zeal they mani-

fest, in propagating their doctrine in all parts of

the globe.

To bury any one alive is a thought almost too hor-

rible to realize, but to do such a thing in the name
of religion, seems scarcely possible. A report

reaches us from Liman, Russia, that a sect of re-

ligious fanatics has been discovered at that place,

who imagine that the world is about to come to

an end, and that a great comet will destroy all

living beings. They have, therefore, concluded

to bury each other alive. On investigation, one

man was found who acknowledged to have buried

nine of his co-religionists, among them his wife

and children. A number of others are missing,

and now the Government is using energetic meas-

ures, to put a stop to any further loss of life through

misguided religious (?) zeal.

The Universal Postal Union, now in session in

Washington City, is one of the most important

bodies in the world. It represents the Postal

Union system, which regulates the mail system for

all the countries of the world. The Postal Con-

gress, as it is called, is made up of delegates from

all the countries belonging to the Union, and at

this meeting more than sixty are present. The
proceedings are conducted in the French lan-

guage. The Congress meets every six years, and

this is its fifth meeting. The decisions made now,

will be in force until 1903. One of the most im-

portant changes contemplated is, to permit letters

of one ounce in weight to be sent to any foreign

country for five cents, instead of only half an

ounce, as heretofore,

Sometimes a man hits the nail so squarely on

the head, that we cannot help but quote it for the

benefit of our readers. Sir William Vernon Har-

court, in a recent address, said: " It is often said,

and said with truth, that we ought to apply our-

selves to remedy this social evil of poverty. Is

there any man who will deny that one of the

greatest curses of poverty is excessive indulgence

in drink? This is a question which occupies the

minds of the wage-paying and wagu earning classes,

and there is nothing which operates so prejudicial-

ly on both classes as the evils arising out of drink.

If you ask any man, having acquaintance with

those evils, he will tell you that one of the princi-

pal causes, if not the principal cause, of crime, is

excessive drinking. There is nothing so destruc-

tive of the happiness of the home, which we all

value above all else, as this wide-spread and deso-

lating misery,"
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SUNSET WITH CLOUDS.

BY FLORENCE ENNIS.

Thk earth grows dark around me,

Bui heaven shines clear above,

As the daylight slowly melts away

With the crimson light I love;

And the clouds, like floating shadows.

Of every form and hue.

Hover around his dying couch.

And blush a bright adieu.

Like the fiery forms of angets.

They throng around the sun

—

Courtiers that on their monarch wait

Until his course is run;

From him they lake their glory;

His honor they uphold,

And trail their flowing garments forth,

Of purple, green and gold.
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feeble intellect can grasp,—a glorious hope that

cheers the mariner on life's rough sea, an anchor

that reaches into the beyond. " Beware lest any

spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit

after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of

ie world, and not after Christ."—Paul.

Ottawa, Kant,
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1 face the world again.
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Irtc HEUQION OF THE BIBLE-OR CHRISTIANITY-
CONTRASTED WITH SOME OTHER RE-

LIQIONS OF THE WORLD.

In Four Parts.—Part Three.

Confucianism is a philosophical or metaphysical

faith, said to exist before literature was known. It

had its foundation in bloody wars and suppression.

It teaches that nature is heaven's best law, and that

man i-= a proHuct of nature, who, by following his

natural impulses, will become wise, benevolent and

kind. Confucianism is largely interwoven with the

political history of China, and has had a varied and

confused doctrine. One thing they teach is, that

all thing?, both animate and inanimate have a spir-

it, and that man's conscience is the only true

guide to happiness. They teach also that man ha*

no knowledge of any future existence. The com-

mon people fai'ed to understand the sophistries of

Confucianism, so they resorted to idolatry of vari-

ous kinds. They offer sacrifices to some of their

numerous deities because they think it purifies and

exalts them to do so.

Such vague and various doctrines they promul-

gate lhat one can read page after page and not dis

cover one definite, clear idea. Who can tolerate,

much less enjoy, a religion without a God to wor-

ship, or a future life to hope for? In contrast

—

Christianity has for its foundation the sublime fact

that the God whom we worship has revealed him-

self as a God of love, and that a revelation of him
self is completed in the story of the manger and

the cross.

A Christian's faith and hope are not founded upon

an abstract idea of man becoming wise and good
enough to help himself climb upward; but upon a

personal Savior who says to every living soul,

" Come unto me that ye may be purified here and

made ready to enjoy eternal life with me hereafter,"

This is a very definite idea, that any one of even

OUR FUTURE.

istoky repeats itself. Nations have arisen,

hed the zenith of their glory, declined and

:n. Societies have been formed, scattered and

brought to naught. Strife has come and gone.

ieen established upon certain princi-

ples, and, in a few short years, have departed from

; of the very principles that formed the founda

upon which they built. Thus we see, through

all history, the rise and decline of nations, denomi

itions, and, we may say, individuals. And why

,ve they fallen? Either they built upon wrong

inciples, or ceased to operate according to the

ivine Will?

What are our hopes or fears of the future? Shall

the Brethren Church sicken, die, and become a

thing of the past? No, never! Its foundation is

re and steadfast, built upon nothing less than the

vincible Word of God—the rock Christ Jesus,

d though the floods descend, and the storms beat

upon it, all this will be in vain. "As the moun-

ts are round about Jerusalem, so the Lord is

nd about his people from henceforth even forev-

' I believe he will forever preserve a church

where his people can worship him in his own ap-

pointed way.

The Lord has ever reserved faithful witnesses,

id, I believe, ever will. We may sicken, but never

e. We may apparently drift into wrong channels,

but that there will ever be true and fai'hful men
gh to steer the old ship back to a place of safe-

i
the humble opinion of the writer. All world-

ly institutions are doomed to pass away, but the

hurch that has Jesus Christ as its leader and Coun-

elor, and his word for its foundation, will never

/holly pass away, until time shall be no more,

when the faithful shall be gathered into the king-

phant, where strifes, divisions and de-

e unknown, and all are one in him.

That worldliness and sin, in various forms, are

reeping into the church, can not be denied

Whole congregations may be departing from Gos-

pel principles. They no doubt do the church much
damage, but can never wholly swallow her up.

The watchers on the walls of Zion are beginning to

cry. The danger is seen, signals are already given,

nd I believe that the time is near at hand when

those, who persist in perver'ing the way of the

Lord, will have to either throw off their robes of

worldliness or step across the line.

It is but too true that fashion and worldliness

have crept into the church, but too true that, in

places, this leprosy is within the camp, and, unless

something is soon done to banish it, many more

will become tainted with it.

Oh, ye disobedient children, don't you know that

pride is an abomination unto the Lord? Don't you

know, that pride goeth before destruction? Don't

you know that the Lord, whom you profess to fol-

low, was humble and lowly? Don't you know that

the Lord wants his children to come out from

among the world, and be a peculiar people? Don't

you know that it is impossible to follow Christ and

the fashions of the world at the same time?

If you do not, the god of this world hath blinded

your eyes,—the devil hath dulled you to sleep on

the lap of indifference, " Awake thou that sleepest

and arise! " " Choose this day whom ye will

serve." Don't try to pull for Christ, in the devil's

harness! Don't lose a crown of righteousness for a

feathered hat! Don't trample under foot those

principles which your fathers held dear and sacredl

That God's children should attire themselves in

modest apparel, is as true to-day as ever it was,

That we should not wear gold, or pearls, or costly

June t2, 189;.

array, is recorded by the inspired writer. What ex-

cuse are you going to offer for wearing gold in any
form? What excuse are you go'ng to offer for

those fashionable garments? There is no excuse.

That we should not do so, is as plainly recorded as

that we should not steal, swear or lie. The Scrip-

ture enjoins us to wear modest apparel. Gay and
fashionable dressing is as far from modest as we
can get. It says we shall not wear gold, or pearls,

or costly array. Are you obeying it?

Do not take this as a lecture, for were it not

for the hope of doing good, this article would not

be written.

Just one thought more for our elders, and I am
done. You, who have been appointed overseers,

have you done your whole duty toward keeping

worldliness out of the church? On you, to a great

measure, rests the responsibility. Is it not your

solemn duty to goard well the puri'y of the church?

Have you not the power to nip worldliness in the

bud? If your congregation has grown worldly dur-

ing your rule, could you not have prevented it?

Church purity can not be maintained without en-

forcement of Gospel discipline. Did you enforce

it? If there are no rules and regulations to be en-

forced, if necessary, then, what is the meaning of ru'-

ing?

Will not one obstinate, worldly member ruin

more? Is there not danger of being too easy?

True, we should " deal mildly with offenders," but

that means people who make mistakes, and are will-

ing to be set right,— but, when, after being admon-
ished, lime and again, they persittently refuse to hear

the church, and will not become subject to her, it

is time to force them to choose whom they will

One thing is certain, if worldliness has crept into

your congregation, no matter when or how it got in,

you cannot begin too quick to weed it out.

Point, Pa. _____^^^_
A TEARINQ SPIRIT.

BY M. M. ESHELMAN.

Coming from " the hill," where Moses and Elias

had a sweet conversation with Jesus, the Master

met a father who had a darling boy in a bad condi-

tion. The boy was a lunatic,—was possessed by an

evil spirit. In short, there was a demon in the boy,

—a rough, ugly, ill-mannered demon,—one who tore

the boy, and more, the demon vex d the lad, made
him very angry, so that very often it made him fall

into the fire and then again into the water, Matt.

17: 14 15; Luke 9: 37-39

The first effort of the father was to seek relief

through the Savior's disciples. They tried to cast

the demon out,—tried to ture the boy. They did

not try to mend him; did not propose to get the boy

partly right in mind, but to cure him. Nor did

they try to fix him up in a way that he could go on

a little improved, and by what they had done here

on earth, the lad would be happy and eternally

felicitous in "the ages to come," Eph. 2: 7.

They tried to effect a complete cure here on earth,

but failed because there was a lack of fasting and

prayer. The prayer of James 5: 14, 15 is usually

practiced. How about the fasting, brethren? Ye
know.

Demons are of all grades and many shades, from

the smooth, subtle, deceptive in religious form, on

down to the crazy, violent, vexing, twisting ones.

They crop out or manifest themselves not unfre-

quently in preachers, deacons, and every grade of

calling, station, and condition. Even so good and

well-meaning souls as James and John opened a

door admitting a demon who said, " Lord, wilt thou

that we command fire to come down from heaven,

and consume them, even as Elias did? " Luke 9: 54.

And what was, in the minds of James and John, the

awful act on the part of the Samaritans for which it

was necessary to burn them? Simply the Samaritans

did not receive Jesus, they thinking the Lord was

going to Jerusalem, as his face was set in that direc-

tion. The answer was indeed a fit one; "Ye know

not what manner of spirit ye are of." Ignorance
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saved th a severe rebuke. They doubtless

rrected,—the demon who got in for the mo-

ment, was cast out by the words of Jesus.

gut the demons, who would burn those they do

not like, still exist,—get into human flesh and vex

and tear as of old. They like flesh,—they live by

it[
Jand the more they are fed on it the more they

feed the man who has taken them into his house,

—

his soul-tabernacle. Even he who evil thinks ( cher-

ishes the demon of evil thought), then and there evil

j s
- for how and where can he assist another soul up

,h'e scale of calmness and right-mindedness, by

rfimb'vevil? Further, how and where can a Chris-

tian help up, build up, lead up to a higher life him-

self, or another, by speaking evil? Is it not simply

a form or species of demon, which suggests the

evil? Surely not the suggestion of God, Christ or

the Holy Spirit. Going a step further, how can

one help himself to purity by even thinking evil of

the devil and his angels? Evil they are; to anathe-

matize them helps no one. God can take care that

they all get iheir just deserts.

Evil thinking makes bad blood, bad tissue, bad

flesh in ourselves. To want to burn those whom we

do not love or who do not love us, or who do not

walk in the path we do, or whose habits and cus-

toms differ from ours, is simply demons leading us

into the depths of their nefariousness,— into their

lunatic regions where they can make us vexers and

finally whole subjects of Satan.

It is not difficult to distinguish between the

thought and spirit which " seeks to save life," and

the demons who tear, burn, vex, annoy, pout, fret,

worry, denounce, defame, misjudge, deceive, covet,

envy, boast, whisper, are spiteful, proud, haughty,

domineering, unjust, malignant, unmerciful, unfor-

bearing, unforgiving. Yes, you, who are Christed,

who have gotten in touch with the interior of Deity,

and know the love of God, as shed abroad in your

heart by the Holy Ghost. (Rom. 5: 5), need not be

Jeceived by the legion of demons who so freel> find

admission into the human being and make them-

selves shameful spectacles to God, angels, and men
and women in Christ? O, beloved, let us use God's

means, God's words and spirit, to keep demons out

of our God-given tabernacles!

HE DID NOT BELIEVE IN THE BIBLE.

After reading the article in the M
headed, "The Infidel and Why," I thought it would
perhaps interest some of the Messenger readers, if

I would tell what I heard in a conversation between
one who did not believe in the Bible and one who
did believe in the Bible,

Mr. A was very earnestly telling Mr. B how he
found so much truth in every tree and rock, "Yes,"
he said, "every blade of grass is a revelation to me
and teaches me a great truth."

Mr. B suggests that there are other sources of

greater truths to be found than in nature, which
show the handiwork of God
A.—" I am quite anxious to learn about the truth

from any source."

B.—"The Bible is the book from whence the
truth came, as Christ said, ' I am the way, the truth

and the life, and no man cometh to the Father but
by me.' John 14: 6."

A.—"But I do not believe in the Bible."
B—" That does not prove at all that the Bible is

not true, neither does it prove that Christ is not the
way, the truth and the life."

A.—"Do you believe that the twenty fifth day of

December is the exact day when Christ was born?"

B.—"After a little reflection, I hardly think I do,
but how may days or years be compared with the
event or new era it inaugurated in religion and in

Morals? Christ is all things to us."

A.—" How do you know that Christ was ever
here?"

B—"The Bible says so."

A.—" 1 want better proof than the Bible, before I

believe it."

i give any better proofB—"I do not think I

than the Bible gives."

A.—"That does not satisfy me."
B — •' After a little reflection and thought, will

you permit me to answer your question by asking
you one?"
A.—"Certainly I will."

B —" Do you believe that there was a George
Washington, and that he was President of the Unit-
ed States? "

A —" Certainly I do."

B —" So do I believe it. But now I demand your
proof."

A.—" Why, history says so."

B.—" I do not accept history as proof. I want
the proof."

A,—"Well, that is the best proof I can give."

B,—" Show me some one that has seen George
Washington."

A — ' I can't do it."

B.—" Well, then, I have just as good proof that

Christ was here as you have that George Washing-
ton once lived."

A.—" Christ did many things that were wrong."
B.—"I will not admit it, unless you show me an

instance wherein he (Christ) did wrong,"

A.—" Why, he destroyed other people's proper-

ty."

B.—" I would like to know where he did."

A.—" He destroyed that man's swine which were
worth thousands of dollars

"

B.—"Let us investigate that incident and see if

that is true. There was a man of the Gadarenes, a

man possessed with an unclean spirit or an evil spir-

it. This man could not be bound with chains nor
fetters, and, when he saw Jesus, he cried with a loud

voice, 'Thou Son of the most high God,' etc. In

this incident the two great powers were face to face,

and the power of God, which was represented by
Christ, the Son of the Most High, said to the evil

spirit, "Come out of the man.' The command was

obeyed. Then the evil spirits asked permission to

enter into the herd of swine, and it was granted. So
you see the evil spirit was responsible for the de-

struction of the swine."

A.—"Are you sure that is the way of it?
"

B.—" Yes, sir, and I think if you would study the

Bible as much as you study Huxley, Darwin, and
many others of the same stripe, you would know
more about it."

A.—"Well, I must study it up more and better."

B.—" I hope to God you will study for a better

purpose in the future than what you have in the

past."

A.—"Well, any way, you people say that God is

a merciful and a loving God, and if people do not

do as he (God) wants them to do, he will cast them
to hell or some such a place, and punish them for-

ever, I do not see much goodness and mercy
about such a God."

B.—"Did you ever study the Bible from the

standpoint in which it was given to us? The Bible

should be studied from a threefold standpoint to get

the intended benefit from it,—historically, prophet-

ically, and spiritually. Then it is always interesting

and instructive to me. What would you think of a

person who would commence at the wrong end of a

book (say mathematics), and could not make much
out of it, and finally denounce the whole book,

claiming that it is a book that contradicts itself, and

that he does not believe in that book? Would you

accept that man's conclusion as a fact?
"

A.—" I admit it would be wrong."

B.—"Jt is just the way you are doing with the

Bible. You are fighting against God, and God will

hold you responsible for it. God is trying to reveal

himself to us through his Word, and has done all

for us that he can. He tells us in his Word that we
are sinners, and if we confess our sins he is faithful

and will forgive our sins, through Jesus Christ, our

Lord. This is the mission of his Son."

A,—" I do not believe in a hell or heaven. I can-

not see how God can cast me to hell, to suffer, and

yet be a merciful God."

B,—"Why, my dear sir, God does not send any

person to hell,—that is prepared for the devil and

his angels. If you choose to be one of the devil's

angels, you will surely get there, but, remember,
God does not put you there, for God says in his

Word, that he sent his Son not to condemn the
world, but that the world through him might be
saved.' It is impossible for God to save us in our

A— ' I never murdered any person. I never
stole anything. I never did any person any harm.
Why, I would not do you an unkind act, not even
say an unkind word to you,"

B.—' Why, my dear sir, you are fighting against
God with all the ability you possess, and this is all

wrong, and, as an intelligent man, you should know
better. I hope God will be merciful towards you
for it."

A.—"Well, I am glad that some one has some
sympathy for me."

B.—" I have said about all I can, and if God can-
not convince you of the error of your way, you are

certainly in a pitiable condition, and I pray the

good Lord that the scales may fall from your eyes,

as they fell from Saul's eyes, when he was found
fighting against God." *

THE RESURRECTION.

"How
come?"

One result is common to all the living—a change
through the ordeal of death. What death is has
never yet been fathomed by philosopher or scien-

ist, yet we know that such a phenomenon awaits

every living thing. What is on this side we have
some idea, but the other side must be soueht

through imagination, reason and revelation, The
latter is veiled in mystery; reason, being human,
gives much latitude for speculation; imagination is

largely guided by our surroundings and teaching.

There is no subject, in the whole range of human
thought, that has been sought after with greater

anxiety than what are the condiiions of soul and
body after death. That there is a resurrection is

clearly set forth in the Scriptures, but just WHAT
that resurrection will bring forth, gives rise to a

difference of thought.

Paul says, ''That which thou sowest is not quick-

ened except it die." Then the body, or grain, has

ended its existence; the next body is the stalk or

blades. That is the body that God giveth it, and,

instead of remaining in that evergreen state (which

is as far as the type goes), it goes on according to

the laws governing vegetation, but the antitype is

an evergreen, whose leaf shall not wither.

Again; the human race is not the product of a

resurrected seed. We are the product of creation

and procreation. A grain, in order to duplicate it-

self, must die. A being, to duplicate himself, does

not die, but to duplicate Christ he must die,— must

partake of another seed. Hence from that seed, in

the resurrection, God gives it a body, suited to the

nature of that seed, an evolving from the corrupti-

ble seed of Adam to the incorruptible seed of

Christ; for if we have been planted together in the

likeness of his death we shall be also in the likeness

of his resurrection.

At Christ's resurrection the disciples saw him on-

ly as in the human, because they never, up to this

time, were able to see anything in his life and acts

that was higher than the human. But now, when

clothed with the divine spirit, we hear the language

of Peter, and that voiced the sentiments of all the

rest, " Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord

and Savior Jesus Christ." They now see Christ in

the spirit of his mission and lose all identity of the

flesh. They see Christ now clothed in righteous-

ness. All of Christ that was human or earthy was

lost in the grave. Then, if we are partakers of the

life, mind and spirit of Christ, the product of that

will be a body whose enswarthment will be the

righteousness of Christ, and we shall be like him.

If this be correct, the idea of personal identity must

vanish,—we are to know no man after the flesh.
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The resurrected sinner will be seen in that body,

or fonn, which his life, actions, thoughts and desires

produced, and will be seen and read of all. So,

likewise, the saint will appear in the body that the

work of grace has produced, that he may be clothed

upon.

When God gave to Adam his body, it was the

soul's perpetual body, as well as earth was bis per-

petual property. So, in the forfeiture, there is noth-

ing left but that which dwells within or that which

was not of earth. (From dust to dust, etc.)

Man is soul, body and spirit. We cannot make

our own soul or our own bady, but wc can and do

make out own spirit. It becomes the body or en-

swathement to the sou', in the absence of the earthly

body, and ju>t as a man changes his politics, relig

ion, temper (good or evil), so is his spirit changea-

ble.

Here is a father, possessed of every characteris-

tic that goes to make a good, kind, loving, honest,

Christian bather. He is only known to be such by

the spirit he manifests in these traits. Just so it is

in the opposite. " By their spirits ye shall know

them." Then it is not from the face that recogni-

tion will be had, for it is constantly changing from

the cradle to the grave, but the spirit of Christ

changes not, and if we have not his spirit we are

none of his.

There must be a deeper indwelling of the divine

nature, for to love father, mother, son and daughter

more than Jpsus, would not be right. There were

seven who had one wife in this life. None held

prominence in the other world, but lost all identity

as husband and wife. On the same ground fathers,

mothers and children lose their identity as it exist-

ed here.

God, in his wisdom, saw that it was necessary for

this life that these hallowed associations should ex

ist, but to exist in heaven it would destroy unity.

How many sermons are preached no'adays that

have not a single thought that rouses the soul high-

er than the love of our families, leaving the impres-

sion that their meeting in heaven will be as the part-

arth, save the dispensing with all defects anding

deformities, that we doi

way. The departed one:

ous forms and attitude:

pointed as an incentive,

tions. They are told, "

bank of the river, wa'

als

unk

arrayed

which the li

the the brok

- is just on the othei

i palm of victory,'

affec-

ed the pearly gates and is plea

ring" Children are clothed
"Mother h,

ing for thi

white, with golden harps, etc. All such allusions

lack reality. The tendency of such theories is to

shroud the divine purpose in fleshly and earthly as-

sociations.

Take the case of a child that is called away by

death. The mother is consoled by these words,

"Dear mother, you will see your darling again."

She thereby has photographed on her mind the

loved form, as it lay in the casket, as the infallible

relic that she carries to the resurrection, by which

she is to meet her dear one. Now, will that child

remain a child thirty or more years hence, until

they meet and, if it changes to a full stature, is it

likely she vill recognize it in the changed form?

There is nc need of employing speculative or imag-

inative the eries, if we employ the divine rule.

Christ, ir the work of reconciliation, placed the

mantle of his love and righteousness over every

soul, born or unborn, and the child that had not

dispensed with that through disobedience, leaves

the world with that Divine image. Now, if that

TheSa

Abraha
the life

hall ha

Now the arguments that are generally brought in

support of personal recognition, are that Abraham,

Lazarus, Dives, etc., knew each other. Now, if a

thought could be photographed, so as to be seen

and understood by human agency, when this veil of

flesh shall be removed and our lives are in a trans-

parent state, where every thought, desire, emotion,

act and deed stand out in full relief, all could be

read in characters, for every thought has a form.

>r saw and comprehended the thoughts by

ii, or the body they are clothed with,

never saw either Dives or Lazarus, but

ich spent on earth was clear and distinct,

e really but vehicles we use to distinguish

another here. The Revelator tells us we

; a new name,—"I will write upon him the

name of my God," etc. Now the very nature of

things would demand that, by the time two births

and two deaths and two resurrections have been

passed through, ihere should not be a shadow left

that flesh is heir to. " Oh the depth of the wisdom

of God, how unsearchable are his ways and his

judgments past finding out."

Then we claim that, instead of holding up the

meeting of our kindred as kindred, and forming lit-

tle selfish groups and preferences as an incentive to

Christianity, we hold up the divine character of Je-

su?, and put on that character through obedience to

the divine law which will mould every character

alike, but every one in their order,—patriarchs in

their order, prophets in their order, apostles in

theirs, and all believers, who have put on Christ,

the hope of glory, in theirs. Sinners shall come

forth in their several orders, as the product of their

lives. Murderers of every grade, whoremongers,

drunkards, sorcerers, soothsayers and spiritualists,

with a host of their kin, hypocrites, false teachers

and preachers,— all will appear in their true char

acter. Oh the awful scene that will appear at the

great assizes of heaven!

May God help us all to get out of this narrow

channel of the human, and come to the broad sun-

light of Christ's divinity!

To be born again and not be lifted higher than

the human, is simply the process without the result.

All the divines I have ever read on this most sub-

lime and important subject, never get their ideas

higher than the human. Why? Possibly because

they have never been born again. There is the

starting-point of what will be consummated at the

resurrection. If a grain of wheat or corn could, by

any process, have the nature, life or habits of the

camelia incorporated into it, retaining its appear-

ance and outward form and, when planted, bring

forth that beautiful flower, we have a type of what

11 produce when planted a corrupt-

ne forth a glorious body.

Now, while this experiment would be impossible,

the other is not only possible, but absolutely neces-

sary, in order that we may attain unto the resurrec-

tion of Jesus Christ.

Los Angeles, Cal,

the new birth \

ible body, to ci

increase

mother is taught to comprehend Christ, the Re

decmer, as having reconciled that soul to God, anc

have him, in his redemptive work, photographed on

her heart, in the morn of the glorious resurrection,

she would find just what she gave the Lord, or

what she recognized on earth. It is not the form

she will see, but that which was in the form. Then

size, age or physique will not be needed.

The same is true in adults, if that life and charac-

ter are formed anew in us and our departed. We
look for the spiritual embodiment, for like seeks

its like.

; folio*

howeve

destroyed by water. The earth v,

not destroyed, but cleansed by water, and took .

a new form, to some extent.

Question— Will there be any other government
or

kingdom on the earth during the millennial period?

I think not, because where there is more than one
kingdom they are sustained by the sword, but his

kingdom will be one of peace. "Of the

of his government and peace there shall t

end." Isa. g: 7. Then will be the reign of

feet peace on earth and good will toward
]

This the angels proclaimed at the Savior's

Luke 2: 14

The follow :ng question has been asked me
the rest of the dead lived not again till the

years are finished, how long will the judgmer

be, and when will it be?
"

Answer.—The judgment is going on now. " Some 1

men's sins gn to judgment beforehand, while oth-

' after, for if we would judge ourselves we

ot be judged." The general judgment,

will take place after the 1,000 years' reign,

and after Satan has been loosed a little season!

Rev. 20: 3. The rlace of judgment will be before

him that sitteth on the great white throne, "from

whose face the heaven and the earth fled

Rev. 20: 11.

That day will not last long. The books will be

open, and another book will be open, which is the

book of life (New Testament). Those books I

derstand to be the books containing the acts aod

works of every man, written or stamped on the

conscience of every man. Although we may for-

get them in this life, when we are resurrected we

be quickened John 5: 23; I Cor. 15: 4;,

cened, we shall be able to i

the twinkling of an eye. Then

d will see how little

jreat things they have gained,

in ecstatic joy, "Great are thy

works, Lord God Almighty. Just and true are thy

ways, thou King of saints." Rev,

Next I shall give some thoughts on the object of

the thousand years' reign. The kingdom of God

and of Christ is a progressive kingdom. God begai,

to pave the way for Christ's kingdom, even in Eden,

in the saving of Noah, aod all along down through

the history of Abraham's posterity until the co

ing of John the Baptist, and, finally, the Lord
\

sus Christ. "Of the increase of his government

there shall be no end." Isa. 9: 7.

The time will come when there will be 1

temptation, no sorrow, no pain or death, but per-

fect health. Then sin and Satan, and the

the earth, in consequence of sin, will be removed

from the earth. Should we not make rapid gn

in the divine life, in that second heaven',

ur Lord, to dwell and reign with us on

I have no doubt we will go to Jerus

ally, for a reunion, for Christ will "e

cingdom and government upon the throw

Number Three.

I am asked the question, " Where is the prophe-

cy, Acts 3: 22, 23, designed to be applicable?" At

the second coming of Christ, they that will not

hear that prophet (Christ) shall be destroyed from

among the people,—the people of God.

In my former article I stated that all the wicked,

and all wickedness will be destroyed from off the

face of the earth, and the earth restored. The ele-

ments which shall melt with fervent heat, and the

earth and the works that are therein, shall be

burned up. 2 Pet. 3: 10. This will take place at

the time of his coming.

"Elements," I understand to mean the air. The

works that are in the earth mean the wicked works

of men, and, as for the earth burning up, I under-

stand this to mean the same or about the same, as

shall

When
be q

our p <t I.I

also the r

done. and

They willt

Christ,

earth?

lish his kingdom

of David." Isa. (

My opinion ii

prophecy of the ;

so Lev. 19: ll-2£

ing the imagina

faithful, talented I

that then will be fulfilled th(

gel to Mary, Luke I: 32; st

Matt. 25: 14-24. Is it stretch-

on too far to suppose that the

linister will then have his chargi

certain territory? Just what the employn

will be, I do not claim to know, but it will undoubl-

edly be glorious, and as Paul illustrates the

rection, so I think that, when we come forth fro«

the graves, we wilt grow to perfection, until u

ready for the change from terrestrial bodies 1

lestial bodies, and then only can we enter into thl

immediate presence of God,—the sweet hon

the soul. Such bodies, I think, Peter, James

John saw, when on the Mount of Transfiguration

When the thousand years are past, and Satan's

period of deception, and effort to overthrew

Christ's kingdom, Rev. 20: 7-11, is ended, and thl

general judgment is past, then Christ will turn ovel

the kingdom to God, the Father. I Cor. V "

Then will be the fulfillment of the prophecy. Ad

3: 21.

Fristoe, Mo.
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• THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.'

That little work, " The Lord Our R\

should be in every family in the Brotherhood, if

not in all the land. We mention two reasons why

you should buy and study the book.

1. All you pay above the actual cost of the book

goes to the Baltimore Mission Fund.

2. You get in that book some rich spiritual food

1 have never been able to find elsewhere.

Never before have I ever seen election and free

grace so beautifully and harmoniously presented.

The same may also be said of Christian perfection

and spiritual growth.

Panora, Iowa.

• Price, 50 c May be ordered of the Me

THY KINGDOM COME.

" The law and the prophets were until John; since

that time the kingdom of God is preached, and ev-

ery man presseth into it." Luke 16: 16 If the

kingdom of God was not set up till Pentecost, as

some claim, how could men press into it,—a thing

that did not exist?

Jesus used the above expression prior to Pente-

cost, Then, again, Jesus taught his disciples to

pray, " Thy kingdom come," after John's timi

(See Luke 11: I.) If it was an intelligent prayer

then, after men were pressing into the kingdom, is

it not now, while men are still pressing into the

kingdom?
Hawthorn, Fla,

"It is the duty of the Christian man to devote

himself to the service of his fellow- men. Only so

can he hope to win the approval of his Lord, who
came ' not to be ministered unto, but to minister,

and to give his life a ransom for many.' But this

does not imply that he is bound to render just the

kind and form of service that may be demanded of

him. If it did, he would often be compelled to

suspend the operation of his own judgment and to

hold his own conscience in abeyance. He must do

for men what he honestly thinks is best for them,

rather than what their passing whims may desire to

^THE * SUNDAY * SCHOOL^

LESSON LIO.HT-FLASHES.

Personal Responsibility—Rom 14: 10.21.

Lesson for June 20,

Man, though dependent, is naturally a very self-

ish being, so that, in introducing to the world the

unselfish Christ life, there is a great conflict. All

feel the need of a personal Savior, but to place

themselves in a condition in which salvation may
be made effective, was, and is still, quite another

thing.

One among the first "teachings" was personal

responsibility,—that, to live for ourselves, we must

•rds, : must !

still othe

^e do.-

live for others. In othei

selves by trying to save othe

words, to be saved we must b

who saves. As he did, so mus
like unto his blessed life.

The burden of this less

wholly to ourselves, that

fellows, —that we are 01

while the religion of Christ gives cert

these liberties must not be used to c

hurt, neither must we pas:

brother from our own stand,

nize our own individuality,

to the individuality of others.

Paul says: "Why dost thou judge thy broth

or why dost thou set at nought thy brother?"—

I

life

is that we must not live

: owe something to our

brother's keeper,—that,

liberties,

brother's

judgment upon our

d. While we recog-

e must have respect

udgment of thy brother? I have judgment, my
brother has judgment, and yet we may differ in

judgment. What will be done about it? We are

brethren and yet in certain things we differ. I feel

I am right, and he feels that he is right. I am un-

der no obligation to change my judgment to suit

his. He need not change his to suit mine. What
will we do about it?

If we pass judgment against each other, we may
both do wrong, and in our wrongs we offend each

other. We become estranged and our fellowship

is broken. This destroys the very purpose of re-

ligion, and brings condemnation. This we do not

want. We must not do that which will jeopardize

our own peace and salvation, neither should we do
anything to jeopardize the welfare of our brother.

Therefore we must pursue a coutse that will afford

satisfaction to both parties, and this course we
have in one word, "love." We must have love

enough for others to bear with them when they

honestly differ from us.

In this lesson Paul seems to have special refer-

ence to eating and drinking, and what we may wear

may also be included, because they are things that

are not essentially connected with the kingdom of

heaven, and yet, indirectly, they have a bearing on

our being subjects of this kingdom,—not in the le

gitimate use of them, but in the abuse. The Mo-
saic dispensation consisted largely in meats, drinks,

sacrifices and offerings.—all pointing to Christ and

his kingdom. So, in his coming, these things end-

ed as religious ceremonies, but they still existed in

the minds and lives of the Jews.

Our early training becomes a part of our lives,

and it is very hard to get away from that which is

a part of us, and so it was with these people.

Though some of them accepted Christ and his reli-

gion, yet they did it through Jewish eyes and

thoughts, and, therefore, for one of them to see
1

brother eat meat that had been offered to idols,

might have been, or meat that was forbidden in th

law, or to drink wine that might have been dese

crated, would be very offensive. This feeling had

become a part of their former religious life, and it

took time to grow out of it, or away from it. There-

fore those who had never imbibed such feelings, or

who, by spiritual growth, had gotten away from

them, must not judge harshly those who had them.

While to-day we do not have these things as

bones of contentions, we have others that are just

as difficult to adjust without exercising that charity

which "thinketh no evil" And so the lesson

comes to us: "Let us not, therefore, judge one

other any more, but judge this rather, that no

put a stumbling block, or an occasion to fall, ii

brother's way."

This takes our judgment away from others

places it upon ourselves, and yet we exercise

reference to others. In doing things we are not to

consider so much how it will affect our own lives

as it will affect the lives of our brethren and thos<

for whom Christ died. We must determine wheth

er or not that which we do will be a stumbling

block in the way of our weak brother. If we find

that it will, we must refrain from doing it in his pres

ence,—not because the thing is morally wrong, bui

because our brother or sister is weak, or, in theit

judgment, it is wrong.

In pursuing a course of this kind, we assume that

we are the strong, and the other is the weak, and

the strong arc to bear the burdens of the v,

This kind of Christianity can be made very pr

cal, and there is always an abundance of material

on which to practice. You can find them in

home church, in your immediate neighborhood,— in

your own home. " In honor preferring one au

er" means almost the same thing.

But the gist of the lesson is in the seventeenth

verse, " For the kingdom of God is not meat and

drink,"—which means that the kingdom of God

does not consist of the things we cat and drink

wear. These things are given for the use of

physical bodies and, of themselves, do not affect

the soul. The most ungodly sinner may eat the

same food, use the same drink and wear the s

lothes, the best saint that

: a whit better by
told, however, " that the kingdom is in right

nd peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost."

of this we can afford to deny ourselves

make some sacrifices in these things, and the t

of them, rather than make out of them stumb
blocks in the way of our weak brother. h. b

TO HELP THE UNDERSTANDING.

BY M, M, ESHELMAN,

In these times of apt and quick understanding,

d when short and easy methods in teaching arc

:sirablr, it becomes our brethren not to be dor-

mant, nor wait until somebody "not of us" shall

v us how to reach trie people with the truth of

Jesus.

My chart No. 1 is painted in colors on oilcloth,

46x88 inches, and represents "the great salva-

tion," Heb. 2: 1-4. At the top are four circles, rep-

resenting the Father, Jesus, the Holy Ghost, and
the angels, In the first is the word ' Yah," and the

halo is blue, red, yellow and white. Within the

second is an anchor, and the word ' Yah sous;" a

band of blood-red, and halo of yellow and white.

The third is a band of blue, and ha'o of green, yel-

low and white, a descending dove in the cen'er,

and the words " Holy Ghost." The fourth is a

band of yellow wiih olive leaves thereon, a Udder
in center, with the word " Angels,"

Beneath the circle " Yah ' is an open Bible, rr

Deity's will, in large letters. Underneath this Bi-

ble is a column oi three sevens.-the first, "What
God is," the second "What God Displays," and

the third, " The Human Part."

Beginning again, directly under the rcprisenia

tive circle of Jesus, and issuing therefrom, is a red

band and, turning to the right and to the lelt, it

extends across, and then down and then across at

the bottom, making a parallelogram 30x56 inches.

This band of blood-red, one inch wide, represents

"the blood of Christ." At the lower rij>ht-band

corner, immersion, prayer, and laying on of hands,

take the peniient believer through the blood with-

in this great new-creature tondition. From this

corner upward, along the red band, are the words,

"Having Put on Christ, Gal. 3: 27, The Father Gra-

ciously Bestows to the New Creature; ( 1 ) The Gift

of Forgiveness; (2) The Gift of the Holy Spirit;

{3) The Hope ot Eternal Life." These last three

are at the top of the columns of commandments,

twenty of which are arranged in this section. The

third column consists of twenty-five promises, to

be enjoyed by the believer. Above these two col-

words of 1 John 1: 7. The two columns are sepa-

rated by a yellow band with blue borders.

The object of this chart is to show wily on the

part of God, Christ, Holy Ghost and angels in the

work of redemption, to make known God's part for

man, and man's part to ob'ain the new relation, and,

thirdly, to illustrate how -the New Creature walks

within the cleansing blood, and also enjoys the

blessings promised to him.

Our second chart is 41x41 inches, and is a great

wheel. Within the spokes are the names of all the

New Testament parab'es and their meaning. With-

in the two outer circles are the words, "The King-

dom of Heaven is Likened unto These Parables."

In the center are the words, "Christ the Center."

The corners are ornamented respectively with a

crown in pepper leaves, an olive branch, an orange

limb and a fig branch.

I do not claim an iota of artistic skill for these

charts, as I never before had a brush in my hands;

but ihey will illustrate some great Gospel truths

so as to be helpful to precious souls. Several more

will be fashioned at once, and then I shall be ready

to undertake Bible school work in congregations

that desi'e help along Gospel lines. If the Lord

will, I shall spend the remainder of my days in his

service, teaching the heavenly principles, and doing

what I can to make them easily understood.

620 South Sichel St., Los Angeles, Cal.
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LINES TO A. JUOSON.

Nor alone do mournful marbles

stair

Nor ihe sacred charnel prison,

Deign enclose Ihy crumbled bone:

All thai mortal in thee lingered,

Neath that monument now lies

But thy spirit's <|uickening power
s the casket of the skic

Ons l thy spirit moving
Touches souls and souls of men

Till their bleeding, broken heartstrings

Are made vibrate once again.
Hearts that long had lived in darkness

Neath the gloomy shades of sin

Now are nshered to his presence
Shedding light celestial in.

Hearts that languished under burdens
That no mortal frame could bear

Are made free, and safe uplifted

To a Heavenly Father's care.

These in turn on ethers touching,—
Others who have groped their way,—

With their heaven-enkindled torches
Lead them to the dawn of day.

With their arms divinely strengthened
Help their grievous burdens move,

With their angel cultured voices

Set for them the tunes of love,

Till the grating chords of sinners

Are transformed to chords divine,

Till the dome of heaven's concave
One great day of splendor shine,

Yes, we see each widening circle

Andi ttell

For each blood-drop shed by martyr
Springs a never failing well;

Like the s

Thirty, i

. did v

my, hundredfold,
Still we could not stop; thank heaven.

All the seed cannot be told.

No, indeed; the mournful marbles
Are not fair memorial stones,

For howe'er so wofl they're polished
They will crumble o'er thy bones;

For awhile alone they're standing
In a solitary place,

Cold and silent,- fitting symbols
Of death's slumbering embrace;

But the living hearts and pyful
That were touched by love of thine

Are the fair memorial symbols
That will last to end of time.

Not confined to gloomy churchyard,
Not erected o'er thy dust,

But in hearts of millions throbbing
Full of life and hope and trust

Doth thy monumental spirit,

Growing brighter year by year.
Lift all races and all peoples
To the heavenly atmosphere

Girard, 111.

NOTES FRO rl THE CHICAGO MISSION.

BY SUSIE FORNEY.

—Last Thursday, instead of having the Mothers'
Meeting at the usual place, we went out about
three miles, to the home of one of the mothers,

e had a season <

song and prayer; then we spent an hour or moi
in studying the first and second chapters of Jame
in which was our Sunday school lesson for the nei

Sunday. To many of our people in the country,
day spent in this way is a very common occurrenc
but to those who are strangers to the social life of
the country, and who know only the coldness and
indifference of city life, a day thus spent is of no
small importance. Our sister seemed unable to

n words what she felt, but the tears of

bright spot in her life.

panied us,

joy showed that it

—To oneof the

this day was a rei

ter days. We wer
the city to see p
grain, an occasior

other farm scenes

the pli

in le

life in

others

will cheer her

life.

—It was our

f country home and bet-

ugh on the outskirts of

f grass, small fields of

and cow grazing, and
iature plan. This worn-

id freedom of country
Ohio, but was drawn to the city, as many
are, For eleven years she has lived in

ded part of the city, never being able to
:r old home and friends, or get out where
Jld see anything that approached country

her this day will be a b'ight spot, and
the monotonous round of daily

of cho

privilege, a short time ago, to visit

ion. It is conducted by Christian
people in a Chinese part of the city, and has been
carried on for eighteen years. A converted family
of Chinese resides at the mission; they can speak
our language, but the father preaches in his native
tongue, and has an impressive, serious way of ad-
dressing his audience. There were perhaps thirty

of his countrymen in attendance at Sunday school
and preaching. When we thought of the length
of time the mission has been in existence, we ad-
mire the perseverance of the workers there, in

trying to teach these people about Christ.

—It was our happy privilege to attend the love
feast with the brethren an-i sisters at the Naper-
ville church, thirty miles from the city. It was a
rich, spiritual feast to all, and surrounded by so
much of the beautiful in nature that we seemed to
be very close to God. The blade of grass, the
growing grain, the opening leaf seemed to point
upward to him who has lavished so much upon his
blessed, but wayward children.

—Three of the mothers, who recently united
with the church, were with us at the above feast,

and to them the meeting brought great joy, and
the country was a wonderful revelation.

—As the result of a call to a needy family on
Friday evening, we had four new scholars in Sun-
day school yesterday.

6C0S. Ashland Ave.

THE ZULU WOMEN.

in Afn

practice of polygamy
be brought to a very

For some years very promfs
been carried on among the Zulu
are regarded as the better clas

were it not for the extens:

among them, they might s<

fair state of civilization,

to rid them of this evil. It is, however, "inte

to note that the condition of the women is

bad as it is among other tribes, and if, in 1

out polygamy, their liberties can be ca
guarded, we may look for a people whe
women will be treated with becoming r

Miss Colenso, who spent many years wi
father, in the mission fields 'among the Zul
this to say

from the It

ling We
'y Mg'St:

" I do not consider that they [the wome
at all downtrodden. As an example of the
which is paid to women, take the fact that t

have ruled as great chiefs among the Zjlu*.
is no written or unwritten salic law.

" Polygamy is, of course, the custom <

country, but each wife demands, and has, a

rate hut for herself and her children, and it is~v~"
much her castle; only the husband has a rightT
enter it, and she need not allow another wi

.°

or the children of another wife, to cross the door
step against her wish. It is in a sense her prop,
ty.-not that she could sell it, but she has a dom!'
nant ownership. No Zulu would dream of marry'
tng another wife until he was in a position to p ro
vide her with a separate hut. This system

i

parts a dignity to the wife which is not found
among polygamous people where a separate home
is not provided for each wife. You have none of
the petty jealousies and quarreling which distin
guish the harems of the East, among Zulu women
who, as a rule, are most friendly to each other, and
the many wives of a great chief will live in a little
colony of huts, each mistress in her own house
and family, and interchanging friendly visits with
thuji other ladies similarly situated."

Courtship is unrestricted, and there is freedom
thin the regiments " told off " to mar

Miss Colenso says:

There is a sort of leap-year arrangement which
mils a girl to make the proposal of marriage.
> managed with the utmost decorum and secre-
For example, if a Zulu girl has set her heart

upon a young man, she will suddenly disappear
from her home—her relations are not supposed
to know where she has gone—and, taking a con-
fidential friend with her, she goes to the home of
the favored swain, and if his parents receive her
she is treated as his future b'ide, and arrangements
for the wedding begin. If she does not find favor
with the young man, her visit is not received, she
is returned to her own home with thanks, the object
of her unrequited attachment usually making a
handsome present to ease her feelings. A very-
romantic case of this kind came under my notice.
I had a dear little maid-servant; she was quite a

g lady in her way, and was the daughter of
f my father befriended, when he was
:r to the Cape. She was taken care of

at the mission and educated at our school, after
which she came into my service,

very nice and particular, and she
and delicate in her feelings. As the daughter of
a great chief she would have had many suitors if

it had not been for European intervention, but as
it was, the poor girl was quite 'out of it.' In due
time, however, my young friend suddenly disap-
peared. She had set off, I discovered, with a com-
panion, for the home of one of the principal chiefs.

Her visit was received with favor, and she is now
his honorable wife and occasionally comes to see
me when I am at home in Natal."

Divorce is unknown, but a wife may be sent back
to her parents for misconduct. Marriage laws are
strictly enforced against both sexes.

At home the woman's will is law, and the charge
of the family belongs especially to her. Women
do all the field work, but they are not beasts of

burden. Miss Colenso says significantly:

"A Zulu woman with a hut of her own and her
children around her, and a nice little patch of land,
whith she cultivated and reaped the produce, as-

sisted by her boys beiore they were old enough
to serve the chief, was a person of some conse-
quence. I am not sure but that many English
wives might envy her life of freedom and inde-
pendence, and as to field labor, it is not regarded
by a Zulu woman as more drudgery than the work
about a house, performed by a European woman

ame social positir-n, and it must certainly

itted she is allowed possession of the fruit

the fir:

ways were

of the

of her labors, which English la

the unwritten social law is prone to
husband as sole proprietor of the joint

himself and his wife."

nly w
even
egard

thin

To go ho in a cloudless morning, when the

birds sing your departure from exile, certainly is

to be desired; but what if the morning be cloudy,
and the sun be hidden? You are going home;
and that is more than the concomitant circum-
stances.
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THE COMMITTEE BECEIVES t

The medical auxiliary of the Church Mis-

sionary Society gives this as a summary of

work accomplished: Twenty-nine fully-quali-

fied medical missionaries; 4,846 in-patients in

the mission hospitals last year, and 373,335

The Medical Missionary Record gives tht

following incident of earnest consecration: A
young missionary on the Congo, as he lay dy-

ing, prayed: " Father, I came to Africa to con-

secrate myself to thee. If, instead of receiving

my consecration, thou dost see fit to receive

me, thy will be done."

Some persons say there is nothing in a

name. Well, a name has its influence, or rep-

resents the person's understanding of what he
is talking about it. Had the church never
used the name "Home Missions," it would
have been better for the world. It is not a

Bible name, but is a name dearer to some
Christian hearts than the Bible name, " World-
wuh- Missions."

If human judgment would have been heard

in Paul's time, he would have worked in Pales-

tine rather than in Asia Minor; Carey would
have worked in England instead of India.

Judson, and his co-laborers, would have
worked in the United States, instead of Bur-

mah. But what grand work has been accom-
plished by their going, ail of which would have
been missed had they heard the specious plea,

"So much work at home." That same cry,

in the blindness of hitman judgment, is

pressed by some, but when the missiona

now on foreign fields, have gone to their

ward, and the people of tnjs generation I

gone to rest, another generation will rise

and bless those who went to foreign lands

those who helped to send them there, bee;

of the good accomplished.

BULSAR NOTES, INDIA.

-Last week we had preaching each night
uxown house. It was in English. There
e not many to attend, but we had a good
e hefore the Lord.

-The Aurunga River is north of Bi

ile, and the Vanki l" a" as in fa

;the Uth nl , Th
Aurunga is the larger
" crooked."

_ —As the sun was sinking in the West, on
:lay, April 25, we had the joy of burying

souls. Thr<
these were of the LaPersonne family,

family is a source of great joy and blessii

us, for they are open-hearted and loving,
]

people, ever ready to administer to the w
of others. Three were native converts,
had drifted away from church associatio

together. Two husbands and wives can
us from other missions.

—As we went into the waters of the V
for baptism, the sun shone on our bared
heads. One brother noticed it, and without
being asked, he seized an umbrella, and, stand
ing by us in the water, held it over us all the
time of the baptisms. In this way he pre.

ferred others, and he, himself, was last to bt

wh-.l.

.be 1

> very solemn

NOTES FROM THE ARKANSAS FIELD.

We have just returned from s

ussion held, having been gone ; little .

Our first point was Bolinger, La., where
are nine members without a minister. These
were the first meetings held there by the
brethren for over sixteen months. A Sunday
school, in which the Brethren take active

has been in operation over a year. If a
ister could locate here he would find a

field in which to work.

The pou
,
lexarka

,
Arka

reached May .[. At this pi

D. G. Berk man and
only members when
meetings held two wi

all, five members.
'

edge, the first preach

as Bro. Berkma
both in public ;

is afforded. Six

nd Km.

by the Brethren, cx-

(pounded the Scrip-

private, as opportun-

ist five who desired baptis

nister could be secured to attend

work, ihe majority of them drifted off tc

den.

church. Wha pity that

i scattered all over thi

fellowship those who 1

admission to the fold! Sor

mod identified with us, hai

'e beckoning for

B, also, who once

: .found a church

WE
ised. Ho

: plague has much
sorrow withdeci

other day.

—A Parsee young man, for whom I ha

had some fond hopes, has recently died tc

This Nbwrosji had several articles about the

1'arsees, 111 preparation for the Gospel ?

—In Gujeran we never say anything i

white as snow, lor there never comes any ;

here. When we say a thing is white, we
"As white as milk."

— Our little twelve-year-old house sen

Marvla, had the misfortune to break a %

the other day. He came to each of us

told 1

,
ihei

from his small wages to pay for it. A few

days later we noticed him doing some work,

with the broken glass set up before him. We
asked him why he had not thrown it away.

He said, "You see 1 put the broken glass be-

fore me when 1 am at work; then when I see

, considerable oppn-

ith all of this, thcW
"here is, at this pi;

on to meet and yet

a number who sin

etings were not so largely attended on ac

nt of the busy season of the year.

:eturning homeward we had the privilegi

topping over Sunday with the Brethren a

ttgart. We held three meetings with fai

indance. We arrived home May 18.

it isn't drawing a cent of interest!" Another,
with a large capital, agrees to give to missions,
all above plain living expenses. Why, then,
should a man, with small or no capital, give

ave the increase for far

, hit.

nvln hold i

ing and urgent demands, when investment
in missions to-day might return compound
interest in souls of men? We may have no
need to build larger store-houses, with our
great storehouses already built and tilled.

Are others dependent 011 us? Then how much
should be laid up for a rainy day? or may we
claim Phil. 4: 19 in the assurance that, though
there may be dark days, there would be no
real rainy ones? To what extent should we

> with paintings, our rooms
nth Ulph.

able yet costly books? What is plain living?
How much should we spend on table luxuries;
how much on personal adornment? Should
we wear rings on our fingers, diamonds in

our ears; or carry a gold watch, when a less

expensive one would do? How far should we
intensify our culture? Should children receive
skilled training in music and painting, when
the parent is thus largely prevented from giv-
ing to missions? How far shall we deprive
ourselves of concerts, of lectures, of excur-
sions? Shall we go to the next football or

baseball game? All this and much more,
when seven and a half cents a day will keep
a native worker telling, to those who never
heard it, that old, sweet story of Jesus and his

love.

II. Special sacrifice is necessary because of

the need of funds and uf examples. In spite

of an open world, of wider fields white unto
the harvest, of unprecedented possibilities

which measure our responsibilities, of needed
advance and retrenching Boards, we are giv-

ing porportionately less than our fathers.

The Christians of our country lay up annually.

abc ery 1

they nave given tor missions, in a century; yet,

should they tithe their luxuries, the financial

part of a world's evangelization would be
solved. The money is in the hands of the

Christians; and, were they to share the burden

individual's grasp of the factors of the prob-
lem resulting from a careful scrutiny of our
personal economics; it will vary with our ap-
preciation of the present, and urgent, nccessi-

Villi .

and the Christ who is identical Willi (In umUl
All these are variable, yel in proportion OS lv(

appreciate and realize them in our lives in

just such proportion will we apply the princi

pic of sacrifice a principle which may he de
lined as giving so that we feci ii, and feel il

deeply; giving until it cuts right down iiiti

our very life, and we are prayerfully con
SCIOUS, not lh.it it is costing us much, hut thai

Ihe utmost.

rius > ihe me
to the

age 1

Sl;u

demand for workers, we shall also bear a
large part in solving this complementary ii-

nancial problem of a world's cvangeli
i

The Student's I 'elunteer,

AN EFFECTIVE APPEAL.

Upon an occasion in the city of Philadel-
phia, a number of wealthy layman were as-

sembled to raise money [or an enterprise, the
importance of which was recognized; but,

notwithstanding the need of a large amounl
of money, there was little response in the
way of subscriptions, until ihe Rev, l it,

Thomas Brainard arose, and addressed them
as follows:

" Brethren, the Lord has denied to you the
privilege of exercising many ,.r the most pre-
cious graces of the Christian character, which,

iercy, he has vouchsafed to

l ..f us.

nly, mice of ,

mid be :

ng done; and, m
Jone, until those

needs, by bearing ilu

iting nples of

eight, l„

Aetna

Pale

the vital relat on of their

gdom of C....I; and fe ver s

1 ihmiL'h of s

belie TZ volun

the church mus t beo eol s

UK all to sole

King pn blem of th righ

I. Some factors in the problem. How, anc

. what extent, shall we sacrifice? Certainlj

icrifice is not measured by ihe amount wt

itually give. A Brooklyn ferry-hand gav(

10.00 to his church missionary fund, while ;i

.church.

The 1

$500,0
1
gave

And this leads

i some benevolent ob-

;red; " Why, do you

1 ihe Sufi'-. Id bank and

facts show ns that I

ty of giving, have intensified giving

;rs. Mere knowledge of missionary

facts is not enough; truth intensified in life, is

he only truth that takes hold of most men,
ind to arouse those who do not realize that

they have given only a part of " their own-
Ives to the Lord," we must bear a stronger

stimony by giving like the Corinthians, not

ly "according to our power," but "beyond
r power."

III. The motives leading to sacrifice. Every
te motive in giving will lead us to sacrifice;

d these are stated in the summary com-

God, ml thy eiKh

ish 111.

t of th

:e of U

that he gave, even at infinite sacrifice. If v

love God, if we so love the world, we, too. significai

shall give our treasures in sacrifice, even as

we would wish the heathen to do, were our

positions reversed. Further, love to God
implies trusl; and ihe extent of our sacrifice

in giving, will be conditioned by ihe measure
of meaning we give lo ihose words of Paul:

"My God shall fulfill every need of yours."

Growing out of these is a further motive— love
to Christ. One of the most wonderful Bible

truths is Christ's identity with his earthly

children. "Inasmuch as ye did it unto the

ofthese"—what a motive power! With I billty. We think of
trembling and eager haste would our

J soon as our children
ire be sacrificed, did we but real

1 was ahunger in India, that Christ was
[
titled lo lazy idleness, to be cared for

"n bondage in Africa! But caressed by the young general |u,ls.

church L missionary, after hardships of his life-tin

" You never knew what it was lit repose ab-

solute, unassisted faith in God for the things

lad a sick child wasting 1

-ostly luxuries.

lad tO deny yourself llie

impulses of pity, when :

had to endure Ihe humilia

That bold appeal did ihe work. A smil

crept over the (ace of one of ihe rich met
he drew to him the subscription paper am
put down sio.ooo, and oihers followed his ex

ample.—Medical Missionary Record.

POWER OF THE RESURRECTION.

There is one doctrine in Christi tj upoi

which the recent Biology makes man> aflei

dinner speeches;— I mean Resurrection, l.c

Renanand his disciples make whatever the-

know no decay whatever, but

death itself? Octogenarians

scheming for future, as if they were sti

dcrs with us heathens. We count

vc forty, among the old age, whil

Christendom, no man beh>w fifty is consid

be fit for

by the leaching • [ fib. il pieiy,

all this

iched with the thought of sacrifi

ml hunger, the soul thirst, the sou!

age of these distant lands — infinitely

nan is aroused so easily by Russia's f

nd Nebraska's drought— the world will

be evangelized.

IV. The principle of sacrifice. The
tion of the principle, inasmuch as it

rule, will vary with the individual, wi

Hu
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Three souls confessed Christ and

at Shideler, Ind., May 30.

The one great question of life is not how much
z gain, but how much we do.

Two additions by baptism, May 30, are reported

from the Seneca church, Ohio,

Our Quarterlies cost but a trifle. No school <

.Eford to be without a full supply.

Two were added to the Ottawa
by confession and baptism May 23.

If Christ has given us all things, have we any
business to live as spiritual paupers?

Five were added to the Oak Grove church, near

Davenport, Okia. T, June 1, and others are near the

fold.

Everv selfish thought plucked out, opens a new
window in the soul, for the light of God's truth

to shine through.

The meetings held by Eld. I. Bennett Trout at

Timberville, Va., resulted in nineteen additions to

the church, and several applications for baptism.

Out of the common stones of your daily work
you may build yourself a temple which shall shel-

ter you from all harm, and bring down on you the
blessing of God.

It is noble to seek Truth, and it is a grand thing
to find it. It is the ancient feeling of the human
heart that knowledge is better than riches; and it

is deeply and sacredly true.

In judging others we may err, not knowing them
perfectly. In judging ourselves we need not err,

—we know what we are, and the Perfect Law
speaks in unmistakable language.

Many of our brethren and sisters could not at-

tend the Annual Meeting. They can get the full

benefit of the discussions by getting a copy of the
" Full Report." Send your orders now.

Elsewhere a sister tells us how, by the godly
conversation of a consecrated sister, two dear souls
were brought to Christ. That kind of visiting is

profitable and the Lard's blessing rests upon it.

The Annual Meeting Notes, found in this issue,

will be read with much interest. We arc glad that
all are enjoying the meeting, and trust that much
good will result to the church in the
of work.

Do not put off ordering your Sunday school sup-

plies for next quarter until a few days before you
need them. It is always well to order in ample
time and thus avoid disappointment.

The "life insurance" question was under con-

sideration at the Annual Meeting, and you should

be fully informed on this important matter. A
copy of the " Full Report " will tell you about it.

We are pleased to note that an effort is being

made to start a mission post at Pueblo, Colo. Bro.

R. A. Patterson requests all, who know of members
living in that city, to send him their names and
addresses.

Every true achievement has within it the seed

of something better than itself. The loveliest of

blossoms is but a cradle for the ripening fruit; and
in the fruit lies hidden the germ of marvelous

possibilities yet to be.

Is your Sunday school doing as good work as it

ought to do? If not, perhaps it is due to a lack

of the proper supplies. Write us for any informa-

tion you want, on Sunday school matters. We
will be pleased to help you in every way.

In reporting the proceedings of a council, only

give such items as will prove of general interest.

You need not specially state that the meeting
"passed off pleasantly." It is expected that

Brethren conduct themselves in a becoming Chris-

1 all

"Forty-nine baptized and two reclaimed," is

the glorious result of a series of meetings, conduct-
ed by Bro. Jos. Long in the Meyersdale church, Pa.

Many of them are young in years and may have
years of usefulness before them, if they " hold fast

to the profession " which they have made,

nly he that overcometh can truly gain and ad-

:e. The impulses to a higher life come with

wed force as they are cherished and acted on.

we advance, the cords of Divine Love draw
lore steadily and firmly upward, and the ties

which bind us to earthly objects and desires be-

1
reporting church news, occasionally a con-

tributor refers to the " dark cloud " hanging over
them, etc. While this is undoubtedly true of some

lilies, yet it is nevertheless a fact that we too
often forget to look for the bright side. Brethren,

look up the brightness that is all around you, and
write us about it. We are cheered by the pros-

perity of Zion,—the other side depresses and
chills.

The mind alone can endure feasting; the more
the mind feasts, the richer and stronger it becomes,
but the more the body feasts, the greater is its

weakness, and the sooner comes its grave. Mil-
lions of men, in all the great nations, are dying too
mournfully and too soon, because they feed the

body rather than the soul. The soul only is in-

e. It expands by all that it consumes, and
thus, by its nature, assures man that he is placed
nto this world, not to load his body, but to load
lis mind.

Have you ever thought that we are all " laborers
together with God,"—the Great Architect? We are
building up the soul into character. Like Solo-
mon's Temple, it goes up without sound of hammer
or toil. No solid granite, no glistening marble,
but thoughts, feelings, purposes, are its materials.

"Out of these thin and evanescent things we are
building a structure that shall outlive the moun-
tains, the globe, and time itself. Day by day the
courses go up, tier upon tier, story upon story."

Oh, that we could stand afar off, and see what we
buildl But no, the soul is built in silence; though
invisible, it yet abides in adamant.

June 12, 1897.

The first baptism, by our Brethren, in the City
of Fostoria, Ohio, took place May 30, when one
dear soul came out on the Lord's side. We trust

that this is but the beginning of a glorious work
for the Lord in that city.

The Spirit of the Lord seems to be at work
among the members of the Shade Creek church,

Pa. Thirty-four souls have been received by bap-
tism, and two restored. Besides the above, five

were baptized at an outlying point in the same
congregation. This shows once more that success-

ful meetings may be held during the spring and
nths,

We are now filling orders for Sunday school

Quarterlies, third quarter. The lessons still con-

tinue in the " Acts of the Apostles," though a few
lessons from the Epistles are introduced, in order
to give a connected view of the life and times of

Paul and his associates. It is this way of studying
the Bible according to a well-planned and system-
atic method, that makes the International Lessons
especially valuable. It is hardly necessary to im-
press our members with the fact that the Brethren's

literature should be used in all our Sunday schools,

if we would nurture our children in the Bible prin-

ciples that are so dear to us all. Then, too, when
our Quarterlies are as good as the best, and supplied

with a fine, large, colored map, there is really no
"excuse why our members should not supply their

schools with the Quarterly. Send for samples if

you have never examined our publications. For
terms to schools see page 383 of this issue.

ANNUAL MEETING NOTES.

—The first day of June we left our home in the
Mounf, en route for the Annual Meeting at Freder-

ick City, Md. We were alone, some of the breth-

ren had gone before, while others were to follow

later on.

—A heavy frost, the morning before, had done no
small amount of damage, and all along the line we
noticed unmistakable evidences of its work. On the

higher ground but slight damage seems to have
been done, but in all the lower places it left its

mark.

—We reached Chicago in time for the 3: 30 vesti-

bule train on the B. & O. With not a few of our
people this is a favorite line, for it has long been
very friendly to the Brethren and seems to spare

no effort to accommodate them.

—At the depot we were fortunate in finding sev-

eral brethren on their way to the Conference.
Among them were brethren D. B. Eby, Conrad Fitz

and David Hildebrand, members of the Standing
Committee.

—As we proceeded on our way we noticed that

the frost had left indications of its work through
the greater part of Indiana.

—In the car we found our accommodations good,
and the service all that could be expected. Since
we last passed over the B. & O. line, the roadbed
has been'greatly improved, so that the running is

very smooth indeed. Not in a long while have we
experienced a ride so free from objections in this

respect.

—Our number was increased at different points

in Indiana, and before 10 o'clock we had quite a

pleasant little company of members. Thus travel-

ing together makes a trip of this kind very enjoya-

ble indeed.

—The night was spent without much sleep, of

course. Our company felt greatly interested in

the work of the church, and some of them con-

versed on religious topics of interest until past

midnight.

—It was just a little vexing, however, to be waked
up, just after falling asleep, in order that the new
conductor might be permitted to inspect our tick-

ets. As this is inevitable we submitted, of course;

then tried to recall sweet sleep, but sleep once

dismissed is not inclined to return hastily.

—The next morning found us at Pittsburg, and
a9 we passed Braddock, we were forcibly reminded
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f the defeat of General Braddock and his fine ar-

my, during the conflicts with the Indians.

—At this time Washington was a young man.

He knew how to fight the Red Man, and gave some

valuable advice to the English General, but he

was too proud to give heed to it. As a result, he

lost the most of his men and his own life besides.

—There are times when it may be wise to heed

some things said by even the young. At least it is

proper that they, at all times, be treated with be-

coming respect. It never pays to bluff them, as

Braddock attempted to do with young Colonel

Washington.

-j-^is reminds us of what a very wealthy broth-

er once wrote us. He said, " Peopl

me for money, but seldom for advice." As a gen-

eral thing, men, who have gathered around them

considerable property, are capable of giving som

advice on questions of finances, worth listening to.

But we continued on our journey, and soo

commenced climbing the mountains. One cannot

help admiring the engineering skill, everywhere

manifest, as the road winds from point to point

around this mountain, along first one stream, and

then another, until the top of the range is leached.

We tell by the flow of the water that we are as-

cending, and then, about noon, we can determine by

the water flowing the other way, that we are going

down the other side of the mountains.

—About 4 P. M. we pass Harper's Ferry. It is

a place of historical interest, for here long stood

what was known as John Brown's Fort. A "neat

marble monument now marks the spot where oc-

curred the struggle that in a measure led up to the

war between the North and the South.

—To a western man there are grand scenes

among these mountains. We never tire looking at

the way nature has piled up parts of this earth.

—At 4: 50 we reach Washington Junction, where

we change cars for the first time. A run of four-

teen miles lands us at Frederick, our objective

point.

—We find the city a real business and well-kept

place of about 10,000 population. It seems to be

surrounded by a fine farming country, and we

would judge that the people generally are in a

prosperous condition.

—We notice that the vegetation here is more ad-

vanced' than at any other point along our line of

—There are not many members living in the

city, perhaps not more than twenty, though we

learn that some large congregati

far away.

—The Annual Meeting grounds proper are about

one mile from the depot, and present a very at-

tractive appearance,

—On reaching the place we had the pleasure of

meeting and greeting a number of members who

had come to attend the Conference. We will not

undertake to name them.

—The General. Missionary Committee had been

in session some days, and, we learn, had done no

small amount of work.

—Each day Bro. J. G. Royer conducted Bible

classes in the tabernacle. There was also preach-

ing each evening. In the evening of this day

about i.ooo persons listened to Bro. D. L. Miller's

talk on Bible Lands, etc.

—As the place is easily reached by a good elec-

> trie car line, not a few people come out from the

city. In fact this line seems indispensable to the

[
success of the meeting.

To the eastern people, accustomed to seeing

mountains all the days of their life, this may not

1 interesting, but not so with those who reside

upon the great pn

—We are just n

elder, long since 1

cerning Kansas a

: located not

Thursday, June 3-

—The day did not open very promising, as there

:re indications of rain. Should rain not interfere,

: have a fine place for the Conference, but in case

.the:

tend with, We hope, however, for the bett

—It is enjoyable to stand on the elevated Confer-

ence ground and view the distant mountai

and about the place. As viewed through the hazy

morning atmosphere, they at first presented to

untrained eye the appearance of great belt;

clouds just rising above the horizon.

ries of the West,

w reminded of what an earnest

died to his reward, wrote con-

d parts of Nebraska. He said

the Great American Desert, as he then designated

the greater portion of these States, was made for

the buffalo and Indian, that God never intended it

for the civilized man, and that those of our people,

who were trying to settle up the country, must suffer

for attempting to interfere with the purposes of the

—This is offset by the opinion of another broth-

er, who, after viewing the western country for the

first time, remarked that the eastern people had

made a mistake, by settling among the mountains,

which were originally intended for the Indians

animals, instead of on the great prairies, cleared

made ready for the hand of the cultured man.

Turning from the scenes of nature to those

pertaining to our church interests, we note that

since last evening the number of members on the

grounds had considerably increased.

—The Standing Committee met in a good up-

per room on the ground, at 8 A. M. Their room is

probably the most convenient they ever had. It

is large, well ventilated and situated so as to be

easily reached.

—The meeting of the Committee was opened

in the usual way. It was then decided that Bro.

D. L Miller could not represent Denmark on the

Standing Committee, because he had already

served two years in succession with the Commit-

tee. The writer of these notes was appointed to

serve in his place.

—As the Conference had, years ago, decided that

only foreign countries could be represented on the

Standing Committee by delegates living out of

their territory, it was decided that Bro,

er, of Indiana, could not represent California and

Arizona, as he had been selected to do, while

with them, during the winter and spring. This

left this District without a representative on the

Standing Committee.

—Finally the vote was taken for the officers of

the Meeting, resulting as follows: Moderator, L.

W. Teeter; Reading Clerk, Daniel Hays; Writing

Clerk, J, H, Moore. The committee then proceed-

ed to the work entrusted to it, realizing her great

responsibility, and feeling deeply concerned for

the interest and general welfare of the church.

—We have a great deal of business before us,

nd this, of course, will give the open Conference

plenty to do.

—Our committee works together pleasantly and

harmoniously. Their work is to shape the business

for the Conference,—to put answers to the queries

that are not accompanied with answers, but in no

instance do they attempt to either suppress or

hange a query.

—To a number of the members the work is new,

but they enter into the spirit of it with becoming

earnestness.

—The day passed off very pleasantly. Just

enough rain fell to lay the dust, and cool off the

evening atmosphere slightly.

—We were not able to be with the Tract Exam-

ining Committee, but the members serving on the

committee put in the entire day at hard work.

No small amount of matter had been placed in

their hands for examination.

—We get to mingle with those on the ground

only a short while at noon, and for a brief time :~

the evening. We are glad for e\

it does not permit us to converse

as much as we would like.

—In the evening the Standing Committee ad-

journed in time to permit the members to hear the

greater part of Bro. Miller's talk in the Tabernacle.

These talks are well attended, and are listened to

with a good deal of interest.

—We close these notes for this week, hoping to

have many more for our next issue, ) H. m.

At our last Wednesday evening prayer meeting

the lesson was from Paul's letter to Philemon, and

had we the cunningness with the brush that we
have with the pen, we would give a picture story

most interesting and beautiful, — at least so it

1 this much, but

'tth the

seems to us.

First Picture.- The first one would be in the

well-ordered home of Philemon of Colosse. As we
look into this home, we see there a Christian house-

hold, having been converted under the preaching

of Paul, thoroughly devoted to the cause in which

they had enlisted.

As they partake of their evening meal, we see

seated around the festive board the family, with

the father, Philemon, at the head. After a bless-

ing is asked, they are served by their slave, Onesi-

mus, who, with a show of loyalty, seems to antici-

pate their every want, and everything is attended

with such promptness as to elicit the praise of the

whole family. But behind the curtain another

scene is being plotted. Perhaps the new order of

things is distasteful to Oncsimus, and, in his

thoughts, he is planning a way of escape, and, per-

haps, some of his master's goods will be taken

along also.

Second Picture. -The curtains of night have fal-

len around the home, while within all is quiet, and

the household wrapped in sweet sleep. As the

midnight hour approaches, we sec, through the dim

moonlight, a man, a traveler, with staff in hand,

and a bundle on his back, with rapid strides pass-

ing over the hill and away from the place that, for

years, had given him food, shelter, and the only

place he could call home. Occasionally he casts a

backward glance, as if, even in the midnight hour,

the pursuers were following in hot haste. Could

do it we would give you the determined step,

stolid face and guilty look, because such was

appearance as he was thus sundering the chain

of servitude and striding for a liberty that would be

se than slavery under a Christian Master.

To go as he went was a crime deserving of a severe

penalty, if caught. Therefore it was his purpose to

make the distance between himself and master as

great as possible, before the morning sun would

again give light and life to the world. This was

Onesimus—the slave of Philemon.

Third Picture.—In the City of Rome a motley

crowd has gathered in an open square, and with

eager attention are listening to the burning words

of the Apostle Paul, as he gives to them the mes-

sage of Christian liberty and eternal life. From

among the crowd we see a dejected and repentant-

looking man come forward and cast himself on the

ground before the speaker. The truth and love of

Jesus have touched his heart, and he surrenders his

all for the hope of the better life. He is convert-

ed, and becomes the Onesimus of his newly-found

friend, Paul, and of his still greater friend, the

Lord Jesus Christ.

Fourth Picture.—In the prison cell we see two

men, representing the nobility and serfdom, the no-

ble and the ignoble, brought together through the

spirit of the Gospel of Christ,—imprisoned in the

flesh but free in the spirit. The one is a prisoner

for the Gospel's sake; the other, a fellow-prisoner

that he may be a servant and fellow-companion of

his newly-found friend. The one is seated by a ta-

ble, busily engaged in writing, the other is waiting,

and ready to carry the message to the party for

whom it is intended. For the contents of this mes-

sage read carefully the epistle. The story is one

of unusual interest.

Fifth Picture.—Again we see a lonely traveler

on his way, this time, from Rome to Colosse. And

though he may not show outwardly any very great

change in his appearance, as seen before, yet a
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world of change has come to him; his whole atti-

tude, object and purposes are strikingly different

from what they were before. It is always a pleas-

ure to sec a man on his way to right doing,—with

right purposes in his heart. " The righteous is as

bold as a lion, while the wicked fleeth when none

pursueth." As is the difference between right and

wrong, so great is the difference between the ap-

pearance of the righteous and the wicked.

SrxTH Picture.—Next we have the return of the

slave to his master,—the introduction through the

letter from Paul, his reception in the home that he

once forsook, and the reconciliation. He is no

more a servant, but a brother beloved,

The Story.—Philemon was, perhaps, a Greek, of

Colosse, of considerable wealth and prominence.

Through the preaching of Paul he was converted to

the Christian faith. In his household he had a

slave, named Onesimus, who, for some cause, be

came dissatisfied and ran away. By some it is

thought that he took with him some of his mas-

ter's goods. If not this, he at least took with him

service that belonged to his master. In his wan-

derings he finally turned up at Rome, and there, as

his master, was converted under Paul's preaching.

He at once showed the thoroughness or the

change, by giving voluntary service to his friend,

who had so providentially showed to him the way

to a better life. And as they now had become re-

lated by Christian ties, Paul felt that, while his

newly-found friend was of great service to him, yet

the spirit of the religion of Christ and a duty he

owed to his friend and brother Philemon would ob-

ligate him to have the runaway servant return to

his master, for reconciliation, and also to render

the one who is passing. We offer the living the

poor almsgiving of words, but not all the talk,

since Cain struck down Abel, has ever made death

other than death when our loved ones go from us.

It is one thing to stand by the empty house in

which lived one we knew only remotely, and an-

other to see the folded hands and closed eyes of

the one nearest to us. None living can know it

only by experience. Yon may think that you un-

derstand what it means, but without knowing by

sad sight, it is not understandable.

It was only yesterday that it all happened.

They packed her casktt with white lilacs and lilies

of the valley, and all said that she looked like a

young girl, though fifty j ears have passed over her

head, twenty-seven of wheh we Had walked to-

gether. Some of the dead take on them the pallor

of the tomb, but she seemed to have renewed her

youth, and was girlish in her pale beauty. Not a

neighbor was absent. They wept for one who was
dear to all who knew her. I walked in the or-

chard, stunned and desolate and silent. The oriole

nest swung from the tip of the limb, the thrush

whistled his roundelay, the blossoms trembled and

fluttered in the Mayday breeze, but although the

white clouds overhead made a perfect afternoon,

there was the eternal pall of the grave about me
We never know. The teim of endearment, the ca

ress, and all that, we give freely, but when one has

due, squn He ends

back, giving to him the beautiful and touching let-

ter of recommendation and reconciliation, called

" Paul's Letter to Philemon."

A more suggestive letter is found nowhere in the

Bible. Though very short, there is a volume writ-

ten between the lines that is worthy of careful

study. If you have a development in the powers

of imagination, look at the beautiful pictures, so

finely painted by Paul, and then learn the sweet les-

sons thev contain. h. b. b.

f HOME AND * FAMILY **—

EXPECTANT.

As glad and as bright as 'he stars of ihe morning;

As pure as the snow of the mountain untrod

;

As sweet as the ros-*, of earth's daughters the fairest,

Waits the Lady Elect, e'en the chosen of God.

Ay, waits, like a bride for her bridegroom all eager

In vestment nf white, whose each shimmering fold

Is with jasper and op*ls and rubies bestudded,

And jewels of silver and jewels of gold.

Though long she haih wailed, still hopefully

The fair nuptial emblem adorning her brow;

And this song of her heart and her lips is the burden
" Sole hope of my spirit, why tarriest thou?

"

Oh, Bridegroom beloved, stretch thine arms and rec«

Her pure lips tor thy kisses are hungering sore;

To the jovs of thy bosom most tenderly clasp ber

And let her abide in thy love, evermore!

Johnstown, Pa,

DEATH.

It is appointed to all to die. We know it. The
world is a huge graveyard, and even nations have
passed away so utterly that we know not their

names. And in all ages the terror has struck us

down, till we are as a herd of deer in the mountain
pass, feeling that we shall be overtaken, but know-
ing not where or how. And much as we think

ready for it. Whenabout it

r lov^d
i s stricke the :he dread fea<

that we shall be parted, and often the calmest is

pas the silen i left i i the

shore of time, we think of what we might have said

and done, but which we kept, nrser-like, to our-

selves. The summer will come and go again. The
birds that she loved will sing their sweet songs ov-

er again. The flowers that she planted will bloom,

and they too will die. Over all is the shadow of

this change we call death. But there is one thing

that will never die, and that is love. It is all that

is left us here. It is as a faint zephyr from the

Land of the Leal, a chime heard over the dark wa-

ters froTi the City Beautiful.

And though she rests under the yellow clay with

her grave turf yet to grow, still she lives,—not

alone in heaven, but in the hearts of thousands of

people she had helped, for her life was given to the

poor and the unfortunate. Such people never die

They may pass away, and be lost to our sight, as

the swan floats down the stream and around the

bend, but they live as lives the scent of the laven-

der on lace and linen, In many a silent hour there

will come a day dream of one singing in some up-

per room the song of peace and hope that she

loved so well. In many a tenement in the crowded
city she will be honored with honest tears by the

children she helped, and over ten thousand of them
had no other name for her than " Mother Miller."

Such people may be lost to sight, and their names
carved on the grftnite for many a year, but they

survive the wreck of time, and they live forever,

She believed on him, did his work, and shall have
life eternal,

It mu=t be that we live hereafter. It is impossible

that love should die. A hundred years after this

there will be none to know or care that such as we
ever liv- d, and a hundred years is but one swing of

eternity's pendu'um, but love is a fixed star, —it is

more, it is the good God himself. And it is all

that will live of us. All else is of the earth earthy,

while the love we give and take is heaven. If

this is true she is there now, for she loved all

things poor and helpless, and they all came to love

her. May her peace be ours!

Lewisburg, Pa,

•THINK ON THESE THiNQS.'

[ILL.

* Finally, brethn ;ver things are true, whalsuever

things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever
things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever
things are of good report: if there be any virtue, and if there

be any praise, think on these things."— Philpp. 4: 8.

" Doth a fountain send forth at the same place, sweet water
and bitter? " " Out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth

" Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in

heaven, is perfect."

Dear reader, while few admit that human being
s

are perfect, we must all admit that we ought to h

so. It is one of Christ's commandments. It \% th
sum total of God's law. Wherein are we lacking?

We try to honor our relieion by works of righteous-

ness, good deeds, and right words. Yet, how often
do we fail!

The hand of a criminal took hold of another's

property. Wherein was the fault? Was the hani
to blame? It obeyed the direction of the sure mes-
senger of the mind. That part of man, at least

j s

perfect. The hands, feet and other members
ail

obey implicitly the dictates of the mind which con
trols them.

The tongue of a loved one spoke harsh words

Did the to+gue err? It only uttered the thoughts

of the mind—the npuli of the he 'pun

hearts can not send forth streams of pure words

snd actions. A heart full of hatred can not pro-

duce works of love. A mind full of worldly greed

can not supply the hands wi'h works of charity

unselfishness, and faith. The sour

the the he

of tmperfec-

nd. The two

words, used in a sp ritua I sense, are synonymous

It, therefore, behooves us to fill the mind and heart

with good things,

To make a cistern from which to obtain pure wa-

ter, and leave it empty, \iro»Id be foolish. To fill

it with impure water, wo uld be quite as unwise,

To have minds and neve feed them with knowl-

edge or instruction, but lc ave them empty,—blank,

—would produce nothing better than the fool can

do, while to fill our mindb with impure thought is,

if possible, even worse. To read sensual literature

is to grow sensual. To behold obscene pictures and

characters, lowers, debases the beholder. To lis-

ten to coarse and profane language causes many an

unfortunate boy to grow up coarse, profane, vile,

and even criminal. The pictures that we behold

are photographed indelibly upon the mind. Noth-

ing, save the precious blood of him who was always

and altogether pure, can ever wash them away.

The language we hear,—the words we receive in-

to our minds by re iding or otherwise,—become or

produce thought, Hence we should close our eyes

and ears to all that is low, degrading, impure, wick-

ed, dishonest, untrue. At the same time we must

not starve our intellect,

sirable. We mutt think,

thoughts? We can ge

poison, yet, if, for any :

An empty head i

How can we co

orally abs'a

not

Ling

obliged to

swallow it, an emetic would be the most desirable

thing, and should be had immediately. So, if we

are obliged to behold or listen to that which is im-

pure, we should dismiss it from our minds as soon

as possible. If we hear false reports, or false doc-

trine, we should not entertain a thought of them

for one moment, but think of " whatsoever things

are true."

Ah, blessed words! God's words are all true,

vith his words of life! Let us

them; they will make us true,

uch papers as Police Gazette,

Police News, and similar records of crime, sin and

shame? Ah beware! More than a thousand— yes,

probably ten thousand and more—criminals have

started out on their career

vouring many pages of sue

" Whatsoever things are honest." Do we know

a soul who would rather die than defraud a neigh-

bor of his honest dues? Have we heard of a per-

son who gave up wealth and honor and praise of

men, just to be perfectly honest in some small mat-

ter? Can we read of one who would not accept a

bribe, nor listen to the tempter's wily flattery'

These are the crumbs of healthy food for our pure

minds.

There are times in our lives when the tempter

would induce us to deviate just a little from the

plane of exact rectitude. We may have heard how

some smart man took advantage of a little flaw or

laxity in the law to win an unjust case. Do we ad-

mire his shrewdness? Beware!

"Whatsoever things are just" Do we secretly

admire that vivacious young flirt whose physical

beauty seems to conceal a great deal of impurity of

Let us fill o

read, ponde
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purpose? Do we like to listen to recitals of other

people's sins; their downfall and shame? Poison!

Bead1}' poison! " Whatsoever things are pure."

God's words are all pure words. Do we hear of

some noted person's meanness in private life; of a

foster-parent's sternness, of a wa> ward youth's

crookedness? Do we allow our minds to be occu-

pied with such trashy thought concerning our dear

fellow beings, for whom Christ died?

" Whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever

things are of good report; if there be any virtue,

and if there be any praise, think on these things."

Let us seek for ihe true, the honest, the just, the

pure, the lovely things in life, and think on them!

Let us look for virtues, not faults, in our fellow-

men! If they have any virtue, let us find it, and

think of it whenever we think of them. This will

make us love them better, and treat them with

more kindness than otherwise. Let us not think of

scandalous tales, but listen to, ponder, and treasure

away in our minds the good report we may hear of

God's children,—our fellow men. This will make
us happier, kinder, more cheerful and agreeable,

and better in every way. If our pastor lacks bril-

liancy, think of his faithfulness. If our teacher is

exacting, think of his painstaking efforts for our in-

struction. If husband is morose, think of his good-

ness in some other channel. If the wife is a poor

cook, think what a good nurse she is. If neighbors

are not perfect, let us seek out their good qualities,

and praise their virtues. If servants are careless,

probably they are cheerful; think of that.

There are many lovely things to think of. If we
have met with disappointment, and are deprived of

loving friends, " There is a friend that sticketh

closer than a brother," who " will never leave nor

forsake you." Think of his great, unparalleled

love for us! In choosing our reading matter, let us

select such books as record the truth (not harrow-

ing novels) in a pure manner,— such periodicals as

are both instructive and ennobling,— up'ifting (edi-

fying) in their character. Let us not think of the

coarse language we may have heard, but of some
beautiful, comforting song. When sad, there is

scarcely any better tonic than music. Sing! Pray

in secret, work and sing openly.

Weary housewife, don't stay in the kitchen all

the time and worry about the dirt: just leave it

awhile, and go out into God's pure, sweet air! Be-

hold the pure, white snow on the mountains; re-

member that such will our robes be when Jesus

calls us home. Admire the dainty flowers and

grasses. There are many beauties in the common-
est plants. Look up, and see those beautiful

clouds floating in the sky! Behold the glorious

view on the horizon at sunset. Listen! Do you

hear the dear little birds singing glad songs of

praise to the Heavenly Parent? Let us do likewise!

We have much more to be grateful for than they.

Let us think on these pure and lovely things; then

our minds will be stored with good thoughts, and

pleasant words, kind deeds and righteous actions

will flow forth from the " Fountain of Life " within

us, blessing God's creatures all around us, infusing

fresh hope and courage in the disappointed, new
life in the hungering soul, joy and gladness every-

where, "Unto the pure, all things are pure."

Canon City, Colo.

WHEN LOVINO MOTHERS GROW SELFISH.

"It is when children reach maturity that the

supreme test of parental love comes," writes Ed-

ward W. Bok, discussing the home-leaving of chil-

dren at time of marriage, in the May Ladies' Home
Journal. "All through infancy and early years,

the children are more or less care. And then, just

as the parents feel relieved from cares and anxi-

eties, and are beginning to enjoy the companion-

ship of their children in the serene and complacent

way which 'grown ups' have, there comes a flut-

tering of the wings, a remote suggestion of flight.

The son is no less his mother's boy than he has

been, and ever will be. But he is—and who real-

izes it so quickly as a mother?—in a new and very

natural sense, another woman's hero; and that

woman a girl. With her he discerns, away out on
the horizon line, the shadowy lines of a house that
is to become a home, their very own. The girl,

too, whose going in and out of the house has been
a daily joy to the parents—she, too, has become
a heroine to some one other than her father or her
mother. It is hard for the parents to realize that

this mate of her flight can care for her as they
have; that in her young eyes, in her young heart,

it is possible that he can be altogether noble and
capable! And after the young birds have taken
flight, the parents wonder if sometimes they do
not grieve in their new life. But some fine morn-
ing a clearer vis-'on is given them, and they realize

that, after all, their children are only playing the

same role which they played a few years before,

It is a magnificent quality in parents when they so

prepare themselves, that they can meet this in-

evitable time with the proper spirit—when, in other
words, parental love can get the better of selfish-

In my attempts to promote the comfort of my
family, the quiet of my spirit has often been
disturbed. Some of this is doubtless owing to

physical weakness; but with every temptation
there is a way of escape; there is never any need
to sin. Another thing I have suffered loss from

—

entering into the business of the day without seek-

ing to have my spirit quited and directed. So
many things press upon me, this is sometimes
neglected; shame to me that it should be so.

This is of great importance, to watch carefully

—

now that I am so weak—not to over-fatigue my-
self, for then I cannot contribute to the pleasure

of others; and a placid face and a gentle tone will

make my family more happy than anything else

I can do for them.

—

Elizabeth T. King.
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From the Ottawa Church, Kans.

May 22 we met in quarterly council, with nearly

all the members present. Sister Fanny Morrow
could not meet with us on account of affliction. In

the evening Eld. C. T. Heckman preached three

miles southeast of the city. On Sunday, at 11 A.

M., by request, I preached on Christian Baptism, in

the churchhouse in town. At 3 P. M. a large con-

gregation met at the home of Bro. Jacob Blicken-

staff, where we explained the peculiarities of the

Brethren church. At the close we went to the riv-

er, near by, where Jesse Blickenstaff and wife were

baptized. At 7:30 P. M. we again met in the

church, in a young people's meeting, followed by a

discourse. During the day we went sixteen miles

with a team, taught the Bible class at Sunday

school, preached three times, and administered in

baptism.

I was made to wonder, during those fatiguing la-

bors, at how many places the preacher's bench is

crowded, and time spent in " wishing the liberty," and

all slow to take it.

At the council I requested the members to re-

lease me from the charge of the church, but a vote

of the members showed them not willing. Our

church work is reallly so arduous, we feel that we

can not do justice to all that has come upon us,

therefore we appeal for help, that the work may be

more effective. Any worthy elder or minister,

coming to Ottawa, will find a loving band of sixty

members, who will labor to make them feel at

home among them. The churchhouse is in the

city. For morality and religious influence, Ottawa

is among the best. The church has but one minis-

ter, and he (Bro. Morrow) lives four miles from

the city. The work needs a resident minister, alive

to all the work of the church. With such an effort,

I know of no place more favorable than Ottawa, for

an ingathering. Who will come? I. H. Crist.

Gardner, Kans,

From the Northwest Baltlrr 1 Mission.

Asi
! three pla )rship in the limits

f Baltimore City, vis., Woodberry, Locust Point
and Northwest Baltimore Mission, I will hereafter
write reports pertaining to the Northwest Balti-

more Mission, and to the Home Mission Fund (for
purchasing a lot and building a church in Baltimore
City), under the heading of "Northwest Baltimore
Mission," instead of Baltimore City Mission, as
heretofore.

Since our last report relative to the series of
meetings held at this Mission by Bro. Silas Hoover,
our work has been continuing most remarkably en-
couraging. Though we meet in a small hall, on
second floor, the attendance steadily increases.

Preaching services are well attended and apparent-
ly enjoyed by all. Some are near the kingdom,
and we trust will soon enter. Our Wednesday
evening Bible class moves on with unprecedented
interest in work and numbers. Our Sunday school
is simply outgrowing the limits of the Hall. We
must have a larger place very soon, or our progress

will be hindered.

During April we received 86075 for the Home
Mission Fund. We give the following letter, re-

ceived this week for said fund, which explains it-

self:

Mr.J.S. Grisbr:—
Your letter to hand, acknowledging the two dol-

lars I remitted. Your Ictler made me feel that I had not

done my duty in sending that amount. Enclosed is $300
more. I do not wish to misrepresent myself, but I am not a
member of your church. I do not belong to any, but read

your paper weekly, Very Respectfully,

Some church members would be more blessed if,

in giving tithes to the Lord's work, they would fol-

low the example set by the author of the above let-

ter, who does not profess to be a Christian.

Including the £5 00 sent us by this friend from a

distant town, we have received Sti 75 as the result

of our proposition in Gospel Messenger No. 18,

which is, " If 20,000 members would send us twenty-

five to fifty cents each, we would then have enough
for our lot and house of worship,"

Dear brother, sister and friend, just fifty cents

from you will greatly encourage and help us in our

work. If you could only see and realize our need,

we know you would not withhold your help. God
bless and encourage all to lend the helping handl

J. S. Geiser.

Baltimore, Md., 1607 Edmonson Ave.

From an Invalid.

Thinking it might interest and encourage some
reader of the Messenger, who is not a member of

the Brethren church, to search for, and investigate

the Truth, as it is in Jesus, I write you a brief state-

ment of my experience in searching for, and inves-

tigating, the Truth for the past three years,

I am an inmate of the Huntington County In-

firmary. I have been a helpless invalid for over

four years, caused by rheumatism. The most

skilled surgeons tell mc that there are no hopes of

me ever walking again,

I am a young man twenty-seven years of age.

I gave myself to Christ three years ago. Carefully

and prayerfully I have been searching for the

Truth as it is in Jesus. During the past three

years I have investigated the faith of many different

denominations, and, as a result, I find that the faith

and practice of the Brethren church is in perfect

harmony with the Gospel of Christ. I was bap-

tized and taken into the church at Huntington,

Ind., May 23.

I am at present devoting the most of my time to

reading my Bible and a few copies of the Messen-

ger, which Bro. Dorsey Hodgden gave me last

Sunday. I have read many different religious pa-

pers during the past three years, but I think the

Gospel Messenger is by far the best paper I ever

read. I wish the Messenger could be read by

every family in our land. It ought especially be a

visitor to every Brethren family.

Frank Henderson,

County Infirmary, Huntington, Ind., May 27.
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ILLINOIS.

Yellow Creek Church.—This church met in quar-

terly council May 29. The usual work of the quar-

ter, as well as the report of the visit, preparatory to

the feast, came before the meeting. One brother,

who had wandered away, was restored to the fold.

Bro. Wm. Eisenbise, of Mt. Carroll, 111., was with

us. His presence and help were appreciated.

—

L
E. Ktltner, Pearl City, III., May 30.

Milmine Church.—Last Sunday, after Sunday

school, we were greatly rejoiced to see two precious

souls come out on the Lord's side. This was the

fruits of the efforts of an earnest sister, who im-

proved her time, in her visits to a neighbor, to

bring to Christ these two souls,—a husband and

wife. They are now truly one. May this teach us

all to spend more of our time talking for Christ,

instead of conversing about so many foolish things,

as many of us do.

—

Minnie V. Gibson, Cerro Gordo,

III,, May jr.

Okaw Church.—We met in quarterly council

May 27. Elders G. W. Cripe and D. Troxel were

with us. Much business came before the meeting,

which was disposed of in love. Five were received

by letter, and two letters of membership were

granted. Brethren J. Wyne and I. Brubaker were

advanced to the second degree of the ministry.

Eld. J. Arnold was elected delegate to Annual

Meeting, with J Wyne, alternate. The church and

Sunday school work in the City of Decatur is meet-

ing with fair success. Services have been held

twice every Sunday for the past six months. The
church agreed to continue the work for the next

six months. A hall has been rented for that pur-

pose, at ten dollars a month.—Eli F. Wolfe, Lnplace,

III., May 28.

Astoria.—Our quarterly council occurred May
25. All the work passed off pleasantly. Letters of

membership were given; also two received by let-

ter. The members were reported as being in love,

union and sympathy with the church. May 27 we
once more celebrated the sufferings and death of

our Lord and Savior. It was a very enjoyable

meeting and largely attended by both home mem-
bers and those from other congregations. Several

ministering brethren rendered their services, and

we were made to feel glad for the comforting

words. Bro. Solomon Bucklew officiated. Two
deacons were elected,—brethren Henry Bream and

John Merkey. The installation was a very impres-

sive one. Many tears were shed, and all seemed to

feel the responsibility now resting upon them.
May the Lord bless them in their labors of love,

and may we all be more faithful!—Matlie Davis.

Hudson.—We will not soon forget May 15,—the
time appointed for our love feast. At 10 o'clock,

Bro. J. M. Brubaker preached to a small but atten-

tive congregation. His theme was " preparation."

After the services a goodly number repaired to the

water, where a precious soul was buried with Christ

in baptism. In the evening we met again for Com-
munion services. The ministers present were breth-

ren I. M. Brubaker, Thomas Keyser, and Henry J.

Forney. Bro. I, M. Brubaker administered the or-

dinances. Good impressions were made by the
brethren during the meetings. After the Sunday
school exercises on Sunday morning, Bro. T. Key-
ser gave us a good sermon on the " Exceeding
great and precious promises." 2 Pet, i: 4. Then
the Brethren were called to the bedside of a sick
brother, where a most solemn anointing service was
attended to. In the evening Bro. I. M. Brubaker
gave us a very able talk upon the " Rich Man a*nd

Lazarus." Luke 16: ig, 31. Our Sunday school is

encouraging. Oh, what a blessing to the rising

generation!— Tkos. D. Lyon, May 27,

KANSAS.

Ottawa.—On Sunday. May 23, a young brother
and his companion united with the Ottawa church,
by confession and baptism. Two sisters were re-

ceived by letter.—Fanny Morrow,

Belleville Church.—On May 15 was our council.

The report of the annual visit showed all the mem-
bers to be in union. May 22 we assembled for

love feast services. The visiting ministers were
brethren Eli Rcnner, Hiram Fadely, S. L. Myers,

J. W. Jarboe, Martin Gauby, Stephen Yoder and C.

B. Smith. About eighty communed. Bro. Yoder
officiated. On Sunday morning we had an interest-

ing children's meeting. After this meeting Bro.

Yoder addressed the large audience. Bro. Smith
preached in the afternoon, and Bro. Fadely talked

to the people in the evening. Brethren Yoder and
Smith will remain with us and hold meetings each
evening during this week.—Louisa. J. Williams, May
24.

Maple Grove Church. May 15 and 16 we held

our love feast. After the afternoon sermon, by
Eld. Wm. Weybright, two were buried with Christ

in baptism. One is nearly eighty years of age,

formerly a Lutheran, the other a young sister from
the River Brethren church. Bro. J. L. Hoover
officiated at the feast. Many could not get into

the house for want of room. On Sunday morning
a song service was led by Bro. J. F. Kinsey, fol-

lowed by Sunday school work for children, con-

ducted by Bro. J. W. Mosier. Next we had a ser-

mon by Etd. G E. Wise, and in the evening a ser-

mon by Bro. S. Harshman. During our meetings

we raised twelve dollars for the missionary work
of Northeastern Kansas.—Ida S. Younce, Gardner,

Kans., May 24.

Salem Church.— Our love feast occurred May 22

We had an enjoyable meeting. A number com-
muned for the first time. About one hundred sur-

rounded the tables. We had ample help in the

ministry. Bro, Thos. Winey officiated. On Sunday
morning we had a children's meeting which was

much enjoyed by all the children. Our meetings

were well attended. Bro. Witmore preached three

very acceptable sermons after the feast. Our coun-

cil, preparatory to the feast, was held on May 8.

It was one of the best we have had for a long time.

One good feature about the meeting was that the

members took an active part and did not fail to

come to the council. Our Sunday school seems to

be in a flourishing condition.

—

L, E Fahrney, Ster-

ling, Kans., May 2S.

East McPherson Church.—Wc met in council

May 29. A great deal of business was pleasantly

disposed of. Sister Anna Pitzer was received as

minister's wife, and Sister Peterson as deacon's

wife, they not being present at the installation of

their husbands. We decided to hold our love feast

Oct. 9, and also decided to begin a series of meet-
ings Sept. 1, at the Centennial schoolhouse, where
the Brethren have been having regular appoint-

ments every two weeks. A series of meetings will

be held at the home church later on. We have a

prosperous Sunday school at this place, which is

growing in interest.—Sira Garst, McPherson, Kans.,

June 1.

PENNSYLVANIA.

Brother's Valley Church.—The members of this

church held a council May 8, preparatory to our
love feast. All business that came before the

meeting was disposed of in a Christian-like man-
ner. One was reclaimed. Our love feast, which
was held on Sunday evening, May 16, was well at-

tended. Eld. W. A. Gaunt, of Elk Lick, Pa., offici-

ated. Bro. Gaunt also preached for us three ser-

mons previous to our feast.— Clara G. Reimaji, Ber-

lin, Pa., May 24.

Glade.—The council, preceding love feast, oc-

curred May 29. Very little business followed the

usual visit. Help in the ministry being called for,

Bro. Cyrus A. Just was elected and installed.

Some of our deacons being aged, it was decided to

elect four to the office of deacon. Brethren D. F.
Shumaker, J. F. Myers, Wm. A. Miller, and H. H.
Kimmel were chosen and installed by Eld. Tobias
Myers, who happened to be with us. The Middle
Creek congregation called for the Ministerial Meet-
ing for 1897. If granted, the meeting will occur
Oct, 6 and 7.—G. W. Lozury, May 31,

Manor Church.— To-day the members of the
Manor church convened in council, prior to love
feast. We agreed to have a series of meetings at

each of our churchhouses,—five in all. There were
two received by letter, and there are two applicants

for baptism. Our three Sunday schools are doing
fairly well.

—

Lizz :
e Fyock, May 2q,

Big Swatara Church.—May 30 Bro. W. M.
Howe, of Sergeantsville, N. J., accompanied by his

sister, paid us a pleasant visit and preached two
very able sermons. In the morning he preached at

the Lower Paxton church, and also addressed our
Sunday school. He made many happy hearts by
his bright illustration, how works speak louder than

words. In the evening he preached a very appro-
priate sermon from Luke 15: 24, latter clause.
" He was lost, and is found, and they began to be
merry." This was very vividly illustrated by the

wonderful experience of Bro, Jonas Price, an ac-

count of which is, no doubt, familiar to all.—Doro-
thy J. Aungst.

Altoona.—We are still more and more encour-
aged with the active interest taken in our Sunday
school. Our Superintendent is Bro. A. E. Wilt.

Our attendance, recently, has been better than at

any time since our school began. For past quarter
our average number at Sunday school was 234, and
on Sunday, May 23, our school numbered 2^7. We
felt very much encouraged by the talk given to the

school by Bro. C. C. Ellis, who so impressively

spoke to the children regarding the acts and life of

each, regarding the "little things." We held our
Communion services on the evening of May 23.

Over one hundred communed. Bro. Ellis earnestly

assisted in the work. On the following Wednes-
day, May 26, one was added to the church by bap-

tism.

—

M. P. Brumbaugh, May 2j,

Shade Creek Church.—We held a series of meet-
ings, beginning May 15, and ending on the 30th
with a love feast. Bro. Jasper Barnthouse did the

preaching, and the Lord blessed the effort by add-
ing to the church such as should be saved. Thirty-

four were received by baptism, and two were re-

stored during these meetings. Besides the above,

was received by baptism at one of our regular

appointments, and five as a result of a series of

meetings, held close to our church territory, where
Bro. J. C. Murray did the preaching. All of these

were added this month and nearly a'l are young
people. Our feast was the largest held at this

place for several years. The ministerial help was
ample, and the order good. May the Lord have all

the praise!— W. H. Fry, Scalp Level, Pa , May 31.

ARKANSAS.

Round Mountain Church.— Last Saturday I went
to Locust Mountain, Madison County, thirty-nine

miles distant, and had meeting at night and on
Sunday forenoon. We had Sunday school at 10

o'clock. In the afternoon we went a distance of

about three miles to Wareagle River, where I had
the pleasure of baptizing three,—a husband and
wife, and a young lady,—all persons of good stand-

ing in the neighborhood. On Monday I returned

home. We have a good Sunday school, conducted
under the superintendence of Sister Ewing.

—

Sam-
uel Weimer, Wyman, Ark , May 25.

Rosebud.—May 28 I left home and family, to

preach to the few faithful members that live in this

part of Arkansas. At this place the writer held a

week's meetings last November, and closed with a

love feast. There are six members living here, in

the northwest part of White County, and three of

them are young members, but they seem to be

zealous and faithful. They are anxious for the few

crumbs that we can give them. Not having heard

any preaching by the Brethren for seven months,

they are very hungry. Brethren and sisters that

can attend preaching services every Sunday, should

think of these isolated ones, and pray for them.

We need more faithful ministers on the frontier, to

build up the churches, There are many who need

the Gospel preached to them. From here we go to

Austin, to hold a few meetings, and do other work

that is necessary for the cause at that place.

—

Chas.

E.Delp, May ji.
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South English. -Our feast of last night, and
meeting of to-day, were a foretaste of the good
things God has in reservation for his elect children.

One soul was born again during our meeting, a
man nearly sixty-eight years old. Eld. H, R. Tay-
lor officiated at our feast, and preached an able ser-

mon to-day.—5. F. Brower, May jo.

Pleasant View Church.—-Our love feast, May 22
and 23. was an enjoyable one. Bro. C Yearout, of
Cedar Rapids, was with us and delivered some very
interesting discourses. Owing to the heavy rain,

Saturday evening, the crowd was small, but the
Spirit of the Lord was manifest. Two weeks previ-

ous to the meeting our hearts were made to rejoice,

to receive one more into the fold of Christ.—Nanny
Bacr, Tipton. Iowa, June I.

Birmingham.—On Thursday afternoon, May 6,

was our regular quarterly council. Considerable
business came before the meeting, which was ail

pleasantly disposed of. We have preaching, Sun-
day school, and prayer meeting every Sunday.
We held our love feast May 14. Brethren C. M.
Brower, John Gable, Martin Replogle, Daniel Hol-
der and Abram Wolf were with us. Surely it was
a feast of the Lord. One of our aged brethren.

Hudson Lawson, passed away May 21,

—

H. B.
Johnston, May 29.

Dry Creek Church.—We met in council on Tues-
day, May 25, Bro. Chas. Yearout presiding. Con-

before the meeting,

ke way. A spirit of

ailed. Our Communion
as largely attended, and
present. Bro. Yearout
e on the Sabbath ques

subject was, " Rea-

He
ind

was disposed of

love and good will pre

meeting, May 29 and 30,

much enjoyed by all

preached a telling discourse

tion on Sunday, May 30. H
sons why we do not Keep the Seventh Day.'

presented his arguments in a forcible mannei
received many words of commendation. At a gen-
eral collection, Si 2. 50 was raised for "World-wide
Missions."—D. W. Miller, June 1.

VIRQINIA.

Middle River.—On the evening of May 2, Bro.

J. M. Kagey, of Rockingham County, Va , came
to this church and began a series of meetings,
which continued until the 18th. He preached in

all seventeen sermons. We think the church has
been greatly built up and strengthened. Four
precious souls have been received into the church
by baptism, and others are seriously considering
the importance of making the necessary change.
One was received by baptism, at the same tirr

who did not attend the meeting, which makes fi

since our last report. We are having two Sunday
schools in our congregation, which are working
along very encouragingly, and are well attended.—J. F. Miller, Knightly, Va., May 22.

ALABAMA.
Fruitdale —The Fruitdale church met in special

council May 22, and transacted, in the spirit of love
and harmony, such business as was presented.
Bro. M. M. Ennis was unanimously chosen as pre-
siding elder of the congregation at this place.

Two members were received by letter. On Sunday
following, Bro. P. H. Beery, from Clarkhill, Ind

,—who, with other brethren from Indiana, was so-

journing with us for a few days,—preached a most
edifying and instructive sermon upon the subject of
" Mystery." Bro. Beery has decided to locate with
us, much to our joy. With him we will have six

ministers, but the field is large and white, and we
have yet room lor as many more. We expect Eld.
D. R. Richards, from Ingalls, Ind , to hold seme
meetings for us next month.—/zotm M, Nfff.

MISSOURI.

Osceola.—The Brethren of the Osceola church
will hold their first meeting in their new meeting-
house, June m.—A. Replogle, June 2.

Correction.— In the District Mission Treasurer's

report of the Middle District of Missouri, Prairie

View church should be given credit for 827,85.

—

John E, Holder.

Studebak

day, June 6 I

meetings.-*//

held May 28.

INDIANA
North Manchester.—The local churches of the

Middle District of Indiana are hereby notified that
all moneys for home missions should be sent to
Aaron Mishler, Collamer, Ind—Emanuel Grosnickle
May 28.

Anderson Church.—Our attendance at meetings
is largely increasing Our council meeting will be
held on the evening of the second Saturday in this
month. Those working in factories can then be
present. — /. 5. AUdredge, ir4 Cincinnati Avenue,

Goshen.—This church met in council May 28.
All business was transacted pleasantly. Twelve
were received by letter, and six letters were grant-
ed. Bro. George Swihart was chosen as delegate
to Annual Meeting, with Bro. Aaron Hess as alter-
nate. We decided to hold a Communion June 17,
commencing at 5 P. M., at the West Goshen house]
—David R. Myers, May ; r.

Muncie.—We feel encouraged to go on in the
Lord's work, and hope that we will accomplish
much good. We had two excellent sermons given
us by Bro. Levi Winklebleck, of Hartford City,
Saturday evening, May 29, and Sunday morning,
May 30 We also have prayer meeting Sunday
afternoon at three o'clock. B
Shidler, Ind., will be with us on
hope we will be built up by th

Sparks, June j.

Shideler.—Our love feast v

Brethren D. F. Hoover, M. L. Hahn
L. Teeter, and David Miller were with us, We had
a glorious meeting. We continued our meetings
over Lord's Day. The visiting ministers all leav-
ing us on Saturday morning, the preaching was

by the home ministers. At 3 P. M„ on Sun-
we had a children's meeting. About one hun-

dred and twenty-five children were present. We
lave two children's meetings a year. On Sunday
:vening a sermon was preached to the young peo-
ple. We bad the pleasure of leading three souls
nto the stream, and " burying them with Christ in

baptism."

—

Geo. L. Studebakcr.

OHIO.

Seneca Church.—This church held a Communior
leeting at Bro. Snavely's, near New Washington
May 29. Ministers present were brethren S. M
Loose, J. B. Light, Peter Heifer, Levi Feightncr
James Deary, A. I. Heestand, and P. B. Fitzwater.
The meeting was well attended by both members

id friends, and most excellent order prevailed
during the evening services. After preaching, on
Sunday morning, two,—the youngest of whom is

eleven years of age,—made application for baptism.
The rite was administered in the afternoon, by Bro.
Heestand.—L. Floy Walker, Bloomville, Ohio, June 1.

Fostoria.—Yesterday the little band of workers
at this place was made to rejoice when one dear
soul came out on the Lord's side and was buried in

baptism. This was the first baptism by our Breth-
ren in the city. A large number of people gathered
on the banks of the stream, to witness the scene.

We pray that others will be led to see the truth.

The sister baptized seems to be endowed with the

Spirit of Christ, and has great faith in the Lord, be-

cause he gave her the strength to do this work.
She has been an invalid for several years, and when
earthly hopes were given up, she appealed to a

higher power for assistance, and is now improv-
tg quite rapidly. Bro P. B. Fitzwater, of Shel-

on, Iowa, was with us over Sunday and preached
two soul-cheering sermons.

—

Addie F. Koylor, May

CALIFORNIA.
Lordsburg.-Our love feast, on the evening ofMay 15, was a most enjoyable one. About one

hundred and twenty members surrounded the tables
of the Lord. Eld. P. S. Myers, of Los Angeles of-
Berated. Good order prevailed. For some it was
the.r first Communion. May they ever prove faith-
tu Sunday morning Bro. George Chemberlen
talked to the children a few minutes on the love our
Savior had for them, and that tllcy should love him
in return. Bro. Eshelman then addressed the chil-
dren, using a lemon blossom to illustrate growth
and development. Bro. Hosfeldt also spoke a few
minutes, asserting that we all are children, and
that it is God's desire that all should love and obey
him. Bro. P. S. Myers then preached to a large
and attentive congregation. All went away feeling
that it was good to be there.—/ C. Whitmc.

* CORRESPONDENCE

The Florida Mission.
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NEBRASKA.

Odell.—Two months ago we organized a union
school where it had been tried several times and
failed. Last Sunday we had an attendance of sev-

enty-five. Our average attendance is from fifty to

sixty. The Brethren have preaching there every
two weeks. The interest is excellent and the Lord
is gloriously blessing our efforts.—A. L. Barter,

May sq.

Then the

ind free from mosquit
ind fishing is quite a

also abound in the bay;

sired to bathe in the

here my desires were gratified

burg are numerous pyramids, or mounds, built en-
tirely of oyster shells, by some pre historic race.

There is a colony of the Millennial Dawn people
settling here from the northern States. Although
they claim the world will end in 1915, they want
a comfortable home here, in case they are mistak-

May 15 I left St. Petersburg on the boat for

Manatee, a distance of about forty miles down
Tampa Bay. The weather was delightful and the
sea was calm, so the ride was very enjoyable. Bro.
W. B. Woodard met us at Manatee and conveyed

line miles to his place. Bro. Woodard and
are the only members near here and, perhaps,

the farthest south of any members in the United
States. The country is very thinly settled and our
congregations were small. Our meetings were
held in a Methodist church. Bro. Woodard was
very anxious that I should meet their preacher,
so we walked out six miles to his house, but he
was away and we failed to meet. Bro. Woodard
has a nice orange grove and banana orchard. He
has been here fourteen years without attending a
love feast, or having preaching by the Brethren,

save one time when Bro. Sines, of Maryland, visited

them and held a few meetings.

We returned home on the 20th and left again

next day for Harlem, about thirty miles northeast

of us. This is the home of brethren John and Ira

Garman. I preached five sermons to large and
attentive congregations in a Baptist church. This
is a new country and land is cheap,—from one to

three dollars per acre. The Baptists were very
kind and insisted that I should come again, I re-

irned home May 27, feeling somewhat encouraged

ict the Florida work. C. D. Hylton.
Hawthorn, Fla

, May jl.
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A Trip to the District Meeting.

May 9 W. S. Watis, son Otis, and I, started

on an "over land " drive of about one hundred

and fifteen miles, for District Meeting, to be

held in the Dry Fork church, Jasper Co., Mo.,

We had preaching along the way,—the first

night near Rogers, Ark., and the second night

in the Shoal Creek church, We stopped over,

the third day, for rest. The fourth day, in

company with brethren and sisters from Shoal

Creek, we proceeded on our way for District

Meeting, still about fifty miles distant. We

a-'-SIB GOSPEL MESSBNQBi*

ved ;
Ha

and enjoyed preaching that night in a school-

house near by. Brethren W. F. Dove and

Henry Brubaker, labored for us.

May 13 we assembled at the meetinghouse

for District Meeting. At the hour set tb

meeting was opened. We all felt to prais

God for his care over us the past year, an<

were glad that we could again meet and renei

our friendship, and work together for the ad

vancement of his church, which is so dear b

us. A fair representation was present. Sev

eral papers were before the meeting, and om

goes to Annual Meeting. We consider thi

I IK. I

/ith itering brethren from other Disti

S. /.. Sharp, S. B. Katherman, I. B. Garst and

F. Gulp. These look part in the Ministers"

Meeting, on the afternoon and evening of th

much enjoyed by all.

The next day our party went to the Spring

River church, where we had preaching that

night. May 16 we went to Shoal Creek, and

met for worship the same evening. May 17

we arrived at Bentonville, Ark., and stopped

Wymati, Ark,, May l

Death of Eld. John J. Workman.

Eld. Iohn J,
Workman, of the Danville

church, Knox County, Ohio, was born in the

Slate of Maryland, March 29, 1814- He died

May 20, 1897, aged eighty three years, one

month aud twenty-one days. He was married

to Lucreiia Dewitt, Jan. 3, 1839. To this union

eight children were born,—five sons and three

daughters. His wife and three children pre-

ceded him to the spirit world. He married

again in 1875. This wife, five children, two

brothers and iwo sisters, are still living. He
leaves one son in the ministry. He united

with the Brethren church in 1845 Iq l847 be

was elected deacon; in 1849 he was called to

Ihe ministry, and in 1872 was advanced to the

eldership, which position he filled at the time

of his death, having some help ibe last few

years in the person ot his brother, James, and

another colaborer in the ministry, C. J. Work-

man. Upon these two this great responsibili-

ty now rests.

The duties and labors of his sacred calling

were ably and faithfully performed. An unusu-

ally large concourse of petiple met at his burial,

and verified the wise man's saying. " The mem-
ory of the just shall be blest." Marked atten-

tion was paid the consideration of the exceed-

ing great and precious promise, "There re-

maineth therefore a rest unto the people of

God," Heb. 4: 9, and its correlative, "Write.

Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord,

from henceforth: Yea, saith ihe Spirit, that they

may rest from their labors; and their works do

follow them " Rev. 14: 13. Services by the

writer and Henry Keller. E, Loomis,

New Philadelphia, Ohio.

Death of Bro. Henry Clapper.

Bro. Hknbv Clapper died in the Yellow

Creek church, Pa., May 18 1897, aged seventy

five years, three months and two days.

May 15 he had gone to the Woodbury con-

gregation, to the love feast, and to New En-

terprise on the i6lh. On Monday, May 17, he

started to return home,—a distance of five

miles. On bis way he had a paralytic stroke,

and was found unconscious, in his buggy,

where his horse had stopped, waiting for ihe

opening of a gate, a

He Ithe

the 18th, when his spirit took its departure tc

the God who gave it.

Bro. Clapper was one of the pioneer Breth'

ren of our valley,—always active in the cause

and serving in an official capacity for forty-

five years. He had been elected deacon in

1852, and minister a short time after. He was

ordained to the eldership in 18S6. He was

widely known, having traveled much in the

interest of the church, sparing neither time

nor money to advance the cause of Christ,

—

examples which all will do well to follow.

One of the chief characteristics of this no-

ble man was his sympathy and interest, mani-

fested in times of sickness There was scarce-

ly a sick-bed, at which he was not present, be-

ing one of the first, called to administer tl

last rites of the church. The last known a

of his life was to inquire about a sick neighb

on his way home.
Deceased was twice married. To his fo

mer wife, Hannah, daughter of Eld, Jacob

Steele, were born John, Mary, Elizabeth and

Lydia, of Kansas, David and Nathaniel, of

Pennsylvania, and Jacob (deceased). Funeral

services by brethren Wm. Ritchey and J. B,

Fluck, from Ps. 89; 48. W. M, Steels,

From the Oyatervllle Church, Washington.

Saturday, May 22, we held our first love

feast here, in the M. E. church. It

first feast ever held in this part of the

State, and the exercises new to nearly all pres-

ent. The house was filled with an attentive

and quiet audience. Bro. Geo. C. Carl offici-

ated. Our brother and family started to-day

for their home in Southern Oregon. They
pect to visit the members in Klickitat County,

this State, and hold some meetings with them,

Then they expect to hold meetings at differ-

points in Oregon on their way borne. Bro.

Carl has been in the Western Washington
>n field for nearly two years, under the

ion of the District Mission Board. As a

visible result of his labors, we have several

baptized, and two churches organized. Not

ly the members, but also the outsiders, ex-

pressed themselves as being sorry to see Bro.

eave here. He seemed to be well liked

by every one. While we keenly feel our loss in

this field, yet we will do all we can, God being

helper, to hold up the banner of the cross.

The work now falls on two of us, to keep up
twelve appointments each month, at four dif-

ferent places. We have only three Brethren

ters in this Slate, who are ready to enter

ission field of the great Northwest. The
harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers are

w. J. U. G. StiverSON.
May 26,

From Grand Valley Church, Colo.

spirit. Eld. J. H. Longanecker was chosen

Moderator, Eld. John Herr, Reading Clerk,

and Eld. George Bucber, Writing Clerk. We
feel very grateful to our friends in and around

Sand Brook, for their kindness and hospitali-

ty, shown to our Brethren while with ui,. We
ings May 14 with our love

the brethren and sisters re-

t our feast. Among the miu-

were B F. Kittinger, Wm, B.

:es, J. D. Hoppock, R. Hyde,

inger officiated

ELD. J. B. Wfrtz came to us May 8, and
:raained until May 24. He preached, in all,

:n sermons, which greatly built up the few

iembers here. Several were almost persuad-

d to accept Christ Sickness in the neigh-

borhood kept many from attending the meet-

Bro. Wertz did his work well and we
hope the good seed sown will bring a bountiful

rvest in the future. We desire the prayers

the Brotherhood in our behalf. May 22,

17, the members living in Grand Valley met
Bro. A. B, Long's, to organize a church,

n members were present and eight letters

membership were read.

The annual visit having been made, showed
to be in love, peace and union. After the

lal devotional exercises, we proceeded to

elect officers for the church. Sister Etta Long
elected Secretary and Correspondent, Bro.

Theodore Ri'e was elected Treasurer and Bro.

H.H. Winger, solicitor.

The church agreed to call this organization

e " Grand Valley " chuich. They agreed to

have their council the first Saturday in July,

nd quarterly thereafter. Eld. Wertz was se-

lected to take charge of the church. An elec-

tor deacon resulted in the selection of

A. B. LoDg, who, with his wife, was duly
installed into that impoitani office in much so-

ity. The same evening the little band of

members enjoyed a love feast. Several young
members partook of the feast for the first

time. Etta M. Long,
May 26,

From the Sand Brook Church, N. J.

The District Meeting of Eastern Pennsyl-

vania was held in this church May 12 and 13.

Notwithstanding the unfavorable weather we
had a very good meeting. With the exception

of two, the churches in the District were all

represented. The business which came before

the meeting was transacted in a Christian

feast. Some

istering brethren

Fretz, J. G. Fran,

and J. C. Reiff.

Truly it was a feast of love, and the largest one

held here for some time, it being the first time

for some to sit at the Lord's table. We expect

Bro. Wm. Howe to represent our church at

Annual Meeting. Next Sunday, the Lord will-

ing, we expect to have baptism at the Bethel

church. Jennie F. Green.
Sergeanhville, N- J., May 34,

From the Napervllle Church, HI.

On the evening of May 29, the members of

this church held their love feast. The i

ing was well attended. Bro. Daniel Dterdorff

officiated. Brethren Levi Trostle, and W. R.

Miller, from Chicago, were with us; also sever-

al members from the Chicago church. These
had only lately come to the church at that

place, and it was good to have them with us.

They enjoyed the exercises very mucb, this

being the first feast they had ever attended.

On Sunday morning we held children's meet-

l. Sister Forney gave the little folks a talk

"Nature and the Goodness and Love of

id," instructing them not to be eager for

y life, where there is so much evil and mis-

ery. The members here are very much en-

iged in the good work, after hearing such

encouraging sermons preached by the Breth-

Brethren, passing this way, are invited to

top over Sunday and preach for us. The
iembers will appreciate your presence very

lucb, as we are weak in the ministry. 1

iauk the Brethren for what they have done
3r the church here, while I was absent in Cali-

fornia, and hope they will remember us in the

Those who c npla e coming, will pie,

them at Naperville.

vey M.Barkdoll
Warrenville, III.

... FALLEN + ASLEEP ...

MORGAN.— In South English, Iowa, April

, 1807, of paralysis, George Morgan, hus-

band of Sister Rebecca Morgan, aged 69

, 2 months and 21 days. He belonged to

the Christians many years. Funeral services

by A. J. Garrison (Disciple). Theme, "Res-
rection of the Dead." S. F. Brower.

REED.—In the St. Joseph church, Ind„ Oct.

, 1896, Carrie May Reed, aged 4 years, 1

month and 29 days.

REED.—In the same church Nov. 15, 1896

Vm. Harrison Reed, aged 7 y ars, 4 months
ind 1 day, These three deaths occurred with

n twenty-one days. They wer e the children

af Brother and Sister James Ree d. They were

aken away with diphtheria. The funeral ser-

vices were held May 23, 1897, at the Union
:burch. The bereaved family have but two

:hildren left. Job 1: 21 was used as a text.

H. W. Krieghbaum.

SELL. — At her home, six miles east of

Zross, Oklahoma (formerly known as the

"Strip"), May 14, 1897, of consumption. Sister

Delilah Sell, wife of Eld. Albert Sell, aged 35

, 2 months and 21 days. She united with

the M. E. church in her young days. In Oc-

tober, 1888, sbe united with the Brethren. She

joined in marriage to Albert Sell Nov. 8,

. They had five children born to them
The babe, Delila Pearl, died May 18, 1897.

She leaves her husband and four children to

irn the loss of a dear mother. She was
inted in November, 1896. March 20, 1897,

brethren and sisters of the Turkey Creek

congregation, Oklahoma, met at their house

and enjoyed a love feast. A few hours before

her death she called her husband and children

her bed and asked them to meet her in

heaven, W. B, Sell,

June 12, 1897,

McKEE. — At New Philadelphia, Ohio,
March 29 1897, Mr. John McKee, aged 32
years, 3 months and 13 days. He was born
and raised in Fairfield township, Ohio. Fu-
neral services conducted by the undersigned.

CONWELL.—At New Philadelphia, Ohio,

May 20, 1897, Miss Mary Con well, aged. 74
years, 8 months and I day. She is the young-

est of eight children. She was a consistent

member of the Methodist church. Funeral
services by the undersigned,

Edward Loomis.

BRUICE.— In the City of South Bend, Ind.,

May 27, 1897, Howard, son of friend Charles

Bruice, aged 1 year and 2 months Services

by the writer. H. W. Kkikghbaum.

LANDES. — At New Philadelphia, Ohio,

April 2, 1897, friend Jesse Landes, aged 79
years, 6 months and 2 days. He leaves a wife,

one son and one daughter. He has always

lived in this township. Funeral services con-

ducted by the undersigned,

Edward Loomis,

FAGG.— In the bounds of the Slate Creek

church, near Conway Springs, Kans,, April 11,

1897, of heart and lung trouble, Sister Anne
Crews Fagg, wife of friend Abijah Fagg, aged
about 42 years. Funeral sermon from Rev. 7,

latter part. Sister Anne joined the church

last fall, was anointed in her last illness and

died in the faith. She leaves a husband and
daughters and an aged mother.

John Wise.

MILLER—At Lewisburg, Pa.. May 9, 1897,

Letitia S. Miller, aged 51 years. The entire

Brotherhood knows Prof. Howard Miller by
bis writings for the Messenghr, while com-

paratively few knew Siste.r Miller, his saintly

50 recently left the lovely spot they

called " home," here on earth, for a better one

ibove. Sister Letitia Sanders Miller was born

n Virginia, and belonged to a prominent

family, graduated with honors in a college in

Ohio, then studied art successfully, some of

her pictures being still on exhibition. About

twenty-seven years ago she and Bro, Howard
Jed, at Pittsburg. Pa., and for some
taught at West Lebanon High

School, of which Prof. Miller was principal.

Afterward tbey removed to their pleasant

borne near Lewisburg, Pa. This home was

de pleasant by her well-cultivated mind,

: more so by the rare qualities of her heart,

s said that no one ever called there for help

o went away empty-banded. If there was

sickness in the neighborhood, or distress of

y kind, Sister Miller was there to assist and

comfort. Her work in the Sunday school

will follow her. It was her work in the Fresh

Air Association of Philadelphia that gave her

the title "Mother Miller," and will hand down
in history. She assisted thousands

of poor children to healthy and happy homes.

dark alleys and dismal homes, where

she brought sunshine before, now tears will

:, when it shall be said that " Mother Mil-

will call there no more." It is said "her

whole life was a psalm," and when her time

depart, she herself arranged for the

funeral to its minutest details. So passed

away this sweet life. For twenty years she

. a consistent member of the Brethren

Dunker church. She leaves a daughter,

Maud, and a son, Edward, with her husband,

mourn their loss. S. Z. Sharp.

WHITNEY. — In the North Poplar Ridge

church, Defiance Co , Ohio, May 25, 1897, Sis-

Whitney, wife of Bro. Homer Whit-

ney, aged 19 years, to months and 3 days.

She leaves a little child about two weeks old.

Funeral services conducted by Bro. G. W.
Sellers, of Bryan, Ohio.

Sarah M. Hornish.

RESLER.— In the Spring Creek church,

Noble Co., Ind., May 16, 1897, Bro. Jacob Res-

ler aged 78 years, 1 month and 7 days. Bro.

Resler was married to Sarah Eby, Aug. 26,

Stark County, Ohio. He moved to

Noble County, Ind., in the year 1863, where he

lived till his death. To this union were born

nd one daughter, of whom two have

preceded him to the spirit world. In April of

his wife died. He was married again to

Rebecca Knox, July 23, 1882, who survives

Reuben, Cornelius and Isaac Resler

and Anna Smith. He and wife united with the

1887, He remained faithful until his

death. Funeral services by the writer, from

Rev, 14: 12, 13, in the Weaver meetinghouse,

Daniel Wvsong,
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Our Publications.

Do You Sing?
io.have you examined the Brethren Sun-

day School Song Book? h is a well-arranged

and carefully-selected collection of songs suita-

ble for the Sunday School, Prayer Meeting or

Social Gathering.

Thousands of them have been sold, and to

introduce the book this offer is made to Sun-

day School Superintendents and Choristers.

Order a copy, either round or shaped notes,

accompanied with 35 cents, the retail price,

and we will send the book and a coupon good
for 35 cents on the first dozen books or-

dered at the regular price, S3.60 per dozen pre-

paid. Address:

BltE

U»\ hR'IIMrJVlbrVIs*

• month! (ijtucw).

mi ($a tifOM),

Windsor
European Hotel,

TRIBUNE BLOCK,
I4S lo IS3 Dearborn St. S. Grhgsten, Prop.

CHICAGO, ILL.

"Wara-ted. I

James T. Quinlan,
SHIPPINO & COMMISSION MERCHANT

3os S. Charles St„ Baltimore, Md.

y,l&tr;w?Qr«fn, Fori, 'Hide!'! Dried

^
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This is a Time Win

...MONEY IS SCARCE...

:t Sunday School 'teachers, and others,

in need of a good Bible (or

Practical Use,

...BUT...

A GOOD TEACHER'S BIBLE

ither bound

lined to the

ford Concord-

I Helps, with-

cumbersome, gold edge

publishers' price, $4.00, which w<

nd prepaid to any express office

...FOR $2.05.

The book is no cheap reprint, but has good

paper, clear print, and will render excellent

service for the money.

Address your orders to

BKETHKEH PuiiLISHING HOUSE,
Mt. Morris, 111

Classified Minutes of Annual Meeting.

Not all the members of our church hai

that perfect knowledge of our principles, th;

is so desirable. Others there are who are we

acquainted with the church as it exists, bi

who would like to know something of her past

history, as regards her gradual growth and di

velopment. In fact, all who are interested i

the welfare of the church, that is so dear to all

of us, should have access to a complete

pilation, such as is found in the "Classified

Minutes ot Annual Meeting," with the app>

ling Minn

We sell this work at only $1,50 for clotb

binding. Be sure to send for a copy while tin

supply is still on hand. Those who have the

old edition of the " Classified M inmes,''

have the "Appendix" in separate binding for

ODly 15 cents. Address tbU office.

Baltimore City Church.

Children at Work.—Weekly; well-illnstra.

d; contains the Sunday school lesson, with
tplatiatiou, etc., adapted to the understanding
small children. No better publication can

: found for the little boys and girls of oar
Sunday schools,

The following is the list of the periodicals,

Sunday School Helps, etc.

Well Pleased with the
Song Book.

For 35 cents we will send a copy of the above

named book and a coupon for same amount,
which will be accepted (or 35 cents mi lirst or-

der of 12 or more books at $j.6o per dozen pre-

paid. Address:

Brethren Publishing House,

Mt. Morris, 111

New Brethren Colony,

MOUNT MORRIS,
Morrison County, Minnesota.

No Free Lttiufs but the Hrst fxinds in

Minnesota «t Low Prices and
on Easy Terms

!

PITZEK HOUSE

;

Homescckers' Excursions via

Santa Fe Route.

Teeter's Commentary

The prices on this popular and p

liable Commentary have now been r

duced to the following:

Cloth Binding, two volumes, - $400.

Half Leather, two volumes, - - 4-5°.

Half Morocco, two volumes, - - 5.00,

Address: Brethren Publishing House,
Mt, Morris, 111

Stnd for Sptcial Pricit to Agtntt,

The Gospel Messenger.—A large, religions

cekly,—published in the interest of the Breth-

90 or German Baptist church and their only
recognised rnurch organ. Price, $1,50 per

The Young Disciple—An illustrated wees-
ly for the youug, This is one of the most In-

;ling Sunday school papers published, and
should be used in all the schools within reach

of our people,

Brethren's Family Almanac.—Every fam-
ily should have this Almanac; complete in ev-

ery way. Price, per copy, 10 cents; special

terms to energetic agents,

Brethren's Quarterly.—Prepared for all ad-

vanced classes, It contains the lessen text

and a complete explanation of th- lesson

throughout. In preparing this quart ny we
keep constantly in view the needs o! the
Brotherhood, and aim to folly adapt It to ll clr

Single inscription, one yiir JICtBtl

Juvenile Quarterly—Prepared especially

for the intermediate classes, This is one of the

neatest, and best illustrated quarterlies pub-
lished. The pictures are selected with great

care, and every lesson is illustrated. The little

folks are delighted with It.

6cople*, perqaarter
'.

c CidU
t copies snd o»er ,% cuts ..,b

Sunday School Supplies.—We keep any
thing that is used in Sunday school work,

Write tjs lor prices on goods not adver-

tised here.

Testament*, flexible, red-edge, par doiea. . , I U
Minute Book*, t.aoh so

Leaf Cluster, piotorlal chart of eaon tenon,

Sunday School Reward Cards.—Our stock

of cards is large and presents a variety

in styles and prices so as to please all.

Please send us a trial order and be con-

nexion,. .

es*6«
eflx6«

lie SHx&K,

.

e8Wi4J«,. . .

SKxBK

-llfMi

Other Helps.—We are prepared to furnish

Bible Dictionaries, Commentaries, Maps, and

Bibles of every description. Always write ns

before ordering elsewhere.

When ordering cards be sure to give num-

ber and price as well »« »he> nam* •- that then

may be so mistake



3«4
THE GOSPEL ZMESSEItTG-rErR-.

r * ANNOUNCEMENTS

.

LOVE FEASTS.

A GRAND SUCCESS!

...THE FOURTH...

Great Northern Excursion!

NORTH DAKOTA.

The Fourth Annual Excursion of Home-

seekers to North Dakota under the auspices of

the Oreat Northern Railway left Chicago

March 30th, and by accessions on leaving St.

Paul, the party numbered 1,457- This was

the largest train of actual settlers ever moved

at one time by any railway in the world.

The excursion of i8y6 numbered 1,000; the

excursion of 1895 numbered over 450; the ex-

cursion of 1894 numbered over 300. Each year

the number lias increased, indicating the gen-

eral satisfaction of the Brethren with North

Dakota, as there are now settlements at seven-

teen different points along the Great Northern

Railway.

During the Spring and Summer of 1807 it is

the purpose of the undersigned to send small

parties of settlers to that State who desire to

pick out free government homesteads or to

buy farms on the crop payment plan. Persons

who wish to join these parties, or want informa-

tion about North Dakota, are invited to write

for publications and full particulars.

MAX BASS,

3 South Clark St. Chicago, 111,

DOS PALOS COLONY,
CALIFORNIA.

TO LOAN r;,L::,";:::. ;;;;,;•;;;;

Doctrinal Outlines

Is a book of 77 closely-printed pages that is

growing in favor wherever it is known. It is a

work for ministers, Sunday school workers and
others, containing outlines on the following:

Historical, Doctrinal, Missionary, Secret Soci-

eties, Homiletics, Revivals, The Sunday School
The Home.

It is highly prized in Smyrna. (See page 41

of Messenger.) Order soon, as the number
on hand is limited. Price, paper cover 15

cents; cloth, 25 cents, prepaid,

Brethren Publishing Housb,
Mt. Morris, 111.

FARMING

Prairie Lands "Sir
Ki.-rll-nl ow^rfimilh-, W COLON 1 ES cr INDI

VIDUALS,-"ON THE SOO LINB."

Lands will never he cheaper than

r ibbIo on the CEOP PAYMENT

Vi <it the beautiful KENMARE and
HO\ 7//'.7./,.S- Conn try, near the "Des
'.DC. "Lakes in linn! found', opened

oiiirjnimr Juni/s :irv fu/lr vuuul to
> of Runner. Toivm-r, Rolrftu and

<iat\ noun Counties. On Noi: 1st, l,S</<!,

nor ' than 300 homes/cods hud hcou

LIGNITE COAL ...mm ,i •<>„ tn« Soo Uo,,-

TE1
™ aWanohrollaWQ informa-

UAI C" CADCC f" ! " ndiric- '-k.-i n mill S.-r-HMLr rAHLo n.. r., U i.<i half ham-:,

Or FV.WK SWlcl<.M;ii.'' oiiAsent,

Chicago, I

Go to California
IN JULY

!

Why ?

Won't it be too Mot There?

What is the Occasion ?

lie Annual Convention ol too Yonns people's so

How Shall I Uo?

CEO. C. CHAMBERS,

Peoria, 111.

JUNIATA BIBLE LECTURES.

Do You Want Fine Stock?

aohlokene. Write y

...Land Department...

Northern Pacific Railway Co

In Central North Dakota

FREE Government Land, Crop Paymei
Land, Railroad Land, at $3 to $5 per

Acre, on Ten Years' Time,

Interest, 6 per cent.

Wells, Poster and
...Eddy Counties

Numerous Public Schools, Healthy Climat

Good Water, obtainable at from iS to 30
feet, black -It Min Snil wiih c lay Sub-

soil, Railroad Competition.

German Baptist Church at Carrington,

with a Nice Churchhouse
Free of Debt.

C. "W. MOTT,

ST. PAUL, MINN.
WM. H. PHIPPS,

Victor Headache Specific

LU flCO ?„'
' b"

r mem oil 1

Sfl|S PAIN |i2«
^IS^rfEiT-CENT

MY NEW METHOD FREE!

25 Cents for Butter

.ZERO CREAMERY.
With WATER alone.

MIAMIIM. l\ll Sill, ill ,li. Ill: U.llllll:.

Teeter's Commentary.

You shotud, by all means, have th

New Testament Commentary, because

1. It is non-sectarian.

2. It is brief and to the point.

3. No effort is made to evade the sense of

single text, however unpopular.

4. It is impartial in its explanation of aii I

texts, whether doctrinal, prac

5. It does not burden the reader with lengthy

speculative theories.

6. More actual knowledge may be gainedin

a given time of its study, than of others, t'

cause of its close adherence to the text.

7. Its arrangement Is simple, and eas

comprehended, by even the ordinarily , : ,j m

9. Seven helps are usually fomjd on each

page to get at the truth, viz.,

(1) The Authorized (or common) Ver
the New Testament,

(2) The Revised Version of the New

(3) The usual marginal references of the An.

thorized Version following each verse.

(4) The best marginal readings of the Ail.

thorized Version.

(5) The marginal readings of the Revised

Version.

(0) The explanatory notes on the text

(7) The references in the notes, (a) to oth«;

aotes, directly on the subject or in comparison

with it; (b) to other texts, directly on the s

ject or in comparison with it

10. It Is a safe book to have in a family ot

children, because (i) it will lead them ir

truth, and (2) keep them out of religious

. The small price asked for it is as n

pared with the great good that may be bad

from a diligent study of it by all classes of p

(1) It will impress the unconverted to

heed the bidding of Christ, "Come unto m
(2) It will equip the Christian to "giv<

n of the hope that is in" him. (3) It v

aid the Sunday school worker in the study d,

his New Testament lesson. (4) It will fumia 1

ninister with many subjects among tin

, sufficiently expanded for the ground

work of sermons, directly in line with the Si

of the place and text.

The work is in two large volumes, Tfes

print Is excellent and the binding the vtrj

best.

Bound in cloth, per set,

Bound in half leather, -

Bound in morocco,

On receipt of price the I

:nt prepaid to ai

the work. Addre

Brethren Publishing Hou
Mount Mor

rl W

In...

Nebraska
In the disi

ker Breth

where crops ;

are many prosperous Dui

and there is still room fc

Nebraska offers exceller

for farm renters of the Ea;

to get homes where good land can b

had at a reasonable price, in the heal

id best society.

forty settlements of Brethrt

State! Write for i

T. Miller, Pickrell, Nebr.

P. S. Eustis,

CANCER AND TUMORS »%-2
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It is estimated that the vast sum of Si6,ooo,

will be the cost of champagne and other liquors at

the great jubilee of Queen Victoria. With the

starving thousands in India, and the great distress

in other places, it seems as though that great

amount of money might be used more profitably

than to spend it for the gratification of the flesh.

The largest employer ot labor in the world is

said to be Herr Frederick Alfred Krupp, of Essen,

Germany, who has more than 25,000 men upon the

payrolls of his establishment, wherein are made
cannons and other munitions of war, The most

powerful traffic in America is that in intoxicating

liquors. Thus, on both sides of the Atlantic, the

works of death still lift their heads proudly above

the works of sustenance and help. Mankind has

not yet learned the grand teachings of the Prince

of Peace,

It is gratifying to note that, here and there, a

minister, outside of the Brethren church, has the

courage to declare himself in favor of the princi-

ples of primitive Christianity. Mr. F. R. Swart-

wout, of West Superior, Wis., a Baptist minister of

some note, thus denounces the worldliness of popu-

lar Christianity: " You cannot tell the clergy of to-

day by their godly life,—their separation from the

world. They receive favors from the world, whom
they stoop to please. In the last ten years, how in-

creasing have been the signs of degeneracyl Ev-
ery day lost by the people of God, in not protest-

ing against this bulk of iniquity, is irretrievable.

Week after week, from the pulpits of Christendom,

are poured out streams of human wisdom, nauseat-

ing to the child of God. In rare instances is the

Word of the Lord preached, so as to teach the con-

science,"

great

hear th

not for

far-off Japan the news comes to us of a

ritual movement. A recent letter states:

rer you go you find the people willing to

Gospel. The oldest workers told us that

nany years have the people been so eager

to hear earnest evangelical preaching. The ex-

perience of the last few years has tried and sifted

the church. Its body has been purged, not only

of members, but of leaders having unworthy mo-

tives. The impression seems to be general that

the tide has at last turned, and that Japan is about

to witness a great spiritual awakening."

Great desolation prevails in the Department of

Isere, France, owing to a cloud-burst which caused

the River Morge to overflow its banks, The del-

uge of water caused enormous landslides of trees

and sand, from the mountains into the valleys, ov-

erwhelming houses, and destroying much property.

In many villages the fleeing inhabitants left every-

thing behind them. Almost all the riverside fac-

tories were destroyed, and no fewer than 500 work-

shops were wrecked. While most of the people

were able to escape with their lives, some have per-

ished in the raging flood.

Last week we mentioned some facts concerning

the inadvrsability of sending corn direct to India,

for the relief of the famine sufferers. We now
learn that Mr. Louis Klopsch, publisher of the

Christian Herald, who has been foremost in the re-

lief work, and who had collected several ship-loads

of grain, to be sent to the famine sufferers, has no-

tified the Navy Department that the grain on hand

will be sold, and the money forwarded to India, in-

stead, as the best and speediest means of relief.

Accordingly the Department has abandoned its ef-

forts to secure a steamship at New York, to trans-

port the grain to Bombay. Mr, Klopsch also states

that the Indian roads at this time (the wet season)

are very difficult of passage, and, what is still

worse, the natives,—having been made to belii

by unscrupulous native grain-dealers that the

Americans have poisoned the wheat that was to b

sent them,—refuse to eat any of it, under any cir

cumstances.

A recent report of the work among the Chris

tianized Indians of Oklahoma states that the mis

sionaries are much discouraged to find that the Red

Man still shows unmistakable signs of heathenism

under the name of Christianity. He still worships

the sun, though he calls the object of his ad

tion, Jesus. While this, at first thought, would

seem discouraging, it should be remembered that it

takes more than one generation to really effect 1

transition. Gibbon, the historian, says, that th'

Christian religion achieved in less than a century

the final conquest of the Roman empire, but that it

took many generations to fully eradicate pagai

from Europe. If the Oklahoma Indians are taught

to read, they will come to form their ideas of Deity

from the Bible and other religious literature. It i

a remarkable and encouraging fact that no peopl

which has adopted Christianity, even at the point

of the sword, has lapsed back into idolatry. Many
of the conversions in that first century, after Con-

stantine espoused Christianity, were mere conquests.

Those who submitted to the rite of baptism, did sc

through fear, and while they, personally, were un-

changed, a few generations sufficed to obliterate

the memory of their ancestral deities. The

sionaries of to-day must be content to sow the

seed, which it may also take generations to mature

into a harvest,

Last week we referred to the Universal Postal

Congress, in session at Washington. Since then
members of that body have visited Chicago.

One of the foreign delegates, while in that city,

laimed that the Postal Union was doing more to

promote peace among the nations of the world than

the diplomatists. This was not mere boasting.

Wars grow out of misunderstandings and are pro-

moted by racial or national prejudices. If the peo-

ple of one nation are well acquainted with their

neighbors across the line, there is less chance for a

misunderstanding. The Postal Union has done
much to create a better understanding. It has es-

tablished, within the last thirty years, a sort of per-

sonal, face-to-face acquaintance among the people

of the different nations. The mere fact that an

agreement among the nations has been entered in-

to, to promote postal facilities, is in itself a bond.

It is in the nature of a treaty of mutual obligation,

and the fact that sixty-three countries are now in

the postal union, forming a sort of Loose alliance, in

the interest of the mail-carriers, has a tendency to

preserve peace.

Some of the latest inventions, pertaining to mod-
ern warfare, seem to be so utterly destructive, as to

put an end to any further attempts to settle dis-

putes between nations by means of war. A bullet

has been invented which expands, after entering

the body, into the shape of a mushroom, crushing

the bone like an explosive shell. A French officer

has invented a rifle which will hurl vitriol in the

face of the enemy. A soldier might run ignomin-

iously from such a charge when he would stand up
before a cannon. Another new apparatus will fire

luminous projectiles that the field of battle may be

illuminated by night, as well as by day, so that

there need be no cessation of hostilities until one

side or the other is vanquished. The English gov-

ernment is experimenting with an automatic man-
slayer. The gun fires 1,000 shots every 123 sec-

onds. Experiments have shown that it can, in a

short attack, be made to fire eleven shots per sec-

ond. A dynamite gun is being designed to throw

200 pounds of explosive gelatine a distance of four

miles. A few such shots would destroy a large

city.

It is nearly two years since Francis Schlatter, a

so-called " divine healer," was brought from ob-

scurity to the notice of the thousands who flocked

to see him. We made mention of him, occasional-

ly, in these columns. Now the news comes, from

El Paso, Texas, of the finding of his dead body in

the foothills of the Sierra Madres, thirty-five miles

southwest of Casa Grande, in the State of Chihua-

hua, Mexico. There seems to be no doubt that he

died from voluntary fasting, and if so, his death

would prove two things: First, that he was not an

impostor; second, that he was insane instead of be-

ing under divine guidance. An impostor would

not carry his make-believe policy as far as the

death point. He might pretend to fast, and per-

haps actually do so,

credulous public, but i

carried so far as to be cot

sincerity and insanity. I

that divine influence ever

suicide, either by starving

Schlatter performed

order to

: |ia

upon a

;e the fasting was

ivincing evidence of his

t is not to be supposed

led any man to commit

or otherwise. That Mr.

wonderful cures, is true,

but how much of his healing potency was due to

the faith of the patient and how much to the po-

tency of the healer, is one of the questions, which,

from the nature of the case, can never be answered,
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I saw the (aces n[ my loved gleam through the twilight dim,

Ami sollly Oil the morning air arose the heaven-born hymn;
With looks of love they gazed on me, as none gaze on me now;

I he glory lil ihe Infinite surrounded every brow,

FairliliiS, star-like in their bloom, and waving palms they bore.

And oh, the smiles of pence and j ly those heavenly faces wore!

Tbotl, who hast fathomed death's dark tide, save me from

death's alarms;

I'enealh my trembling soul, oh, stretch Thine everlasting arms!

No second cross, no thorny crown can bruise Thy sacred brow.

Thou, who the wine-press trod alone, o'er the dark waves bear

inig

No sin, no sigh, no withering fear, can wring the bosom there;

But basking in Thy smile I shall Thy sinless service share.

How long, O Lord, how long before Thou'lt take me by the

hand,

And I, Thy weakest child, at last among Thy children stand?

ISeyond the stars that steadfast shine, my spirit pines to soar,

To dwell within my Father's house, and leave that home no

O Lord, Thou hast, with angel food, my fainting spirit fed;

If 'tis Thy will I linger here, bless Thou the path I tread;

And though my soul doth pant to pass within the pearly gate.

Yet teach me for Thy summons, Lord, in patience still to wait

—Anna Shipton,

OUR POOR MINISTERS.

Ii any person, or c'ass of persons, wilt receive

greater rewards, in the future world, than others, it

seems to me it will be our poor ministers.

Samson exhibited great physical strength, but
the minister must have a wonderful endurance.
Some men suffer all the Scriptures demand, but the
ministers suffer more. Upon their shoulders we
bind heavy burdens, and often do not help to bear
them. I wonder if the woe pronounced upon law-

yers and doctors may not reach that congregation
that calls to the ministry a poor brother, with a
large fam-ly to support, and then refuses or neglects

to lilt the burden " with so much of their fin

gen

Those who never attempt to deliver a public ad-
dress, fail to realize the greatness of the burden
that we bind upon our ministers. The greater part
of our preachers, when called, are only commonly
educated and some are very illiterate. Many are
there, whose financial circumstances demand their

daily toil for support of self and family. In reason,
how can we expect those preachers to rise, if we do
not give them a lift?

Some people seem to think that a preacher can
labor every day in the week, from sun-up till sun-
down, and then get up before day, on Sunday morn-
ing, in order to reach the place of his appointment,
and there deliver a soul-cheering and heart-melting
sermon in such an earnest and interesting manner
as will carry conviction to the sinner's heart, keep
the sleepy-heads awake, and make everybody say,
" What a good preacher the Dunkers navel

"

Brelhren and sisters, they cannot do it. A few of
our ablest men might do it for a while, but they
would soon become more or less rusty and dull.

Our preachers are men. Do not expect impossibil-
ities of them. Do not expect them to wield the
Sword of the Spirit with precision and effect, until
you see to it that they get time to sharpen up and
practice.

We sometimes criticise our ministers for making
apologies, and, of course, the apology had better be
left off, but how can we expect a minister to do
hard manual labor six full days out of a week and
then rise before his audience on Sunday morning
with something " special to say"?
There is such a thing as being too cautious, and

it seems to me that that is a little our condition in

regard to helping our ministers. For fear of going
too far, we do not go far enough. I do not believe

rich minister,

supporting any
rut I do believe

working with a

skilled work-

ultured man to

shing him with

id support sufficient to

to read them and prepare

eve in having him attend the

nisterial meetings, and this

would develop him in his

called him.

Contentment is a good thing sometimes, but it

will not suffice all the time. We should never be

content with standing still in the Christian race or

work. We should never be content until our minis

ters, in intellectual attainments and Scriptural

knowledge, are equal to any other denomination
in the world. If we had a well-informed and
nest minister in every church, many more would be
added to the household of faith. Our ministers,

a rule, are doing the best they can under the c

cumstances, but what we want is to better the c

i a poor congregation supporting

or do I believe in any congregatio

linister in luxury and high living,

i dividing up the burden, and all

tew of having our ministers becon

ten. When we elect a poor and ui

le ministry, I do believe in fur

scessary books and help:

lable him to find time t<

is sermons. I do believ.

Bible Term," and
uch we must do if

ork to which we h

skilled workmen, and that he demands of us to as-
sist them to become so.

I believe that the spirit of his Word says
"Churches, have your ministers do less drudgery]
and more mental work, Let them do more reading
—more and better preparing of sermons. Preach-
ers are very much like other people,—they cannot
live on the wind, and if they have no other support
than that derived from their labor, they will have to

neglect either their families or their calling. If the
calling is neglected, for want of time or funds, we
will be held accountable, and not the preacher. I

believe that the Scriptures give us to understand
: not to send

charge. I also bel:

ihould not beco

ife,

that

entangled \

a warfare at his

it says a minister

ith the affairs of

chance,—

a

1 Uli«

npty head.

n fact,

Not
What

cumstances,— give them
they will progress.

We cannot draw water from empty
can we obtain a good sermon from ar

A preacher cannot tell you the story of Paul'

sion, or Peter's deliverance from prison, or,

any Scriptural truth, until he has learned i

only that, but he needs mental development,

influence, do you suppose, the preaching of an un-

developed, illiterate man would have in changing
the faith of one far above him in intellectual attain-

ments?

I stated in the outstart that our ministers suffer

more than the Scriptures demand of them, and I

again say that it is neither Scriptural, nor reasona-

ble, that they alone should bear the whole burden
of preaching the Gospel. It is not Scriptural, be
cause the Lord took care of them and decreed that

they should receive needed support. Read I Cor.

Scripture for feet-washing?

ipture for anything? No
, "Lord ordained." What

1 count that, if

Lord's Supper,

9. Have we any plainei

Have we any plainer Sc
tice the fourteenth verse

an unanswerable argument we woul
it had been said in reference to the

I am not in favor of arranging with a minister for

certain amount or salary, but believe, that it

ould be clearly understood between church and
inister, that he should call for help when it is

eded, and that he should go to the church for aid,

as naturally as the son goes to the father, for whom
he is working.

In short, if we spread the faith once delivered to

the saints,—if we want Zion to prosper better in our
hands, if we want to do all for Christ and his Gos-
pel that we can, we must help to furnish a living for

our ministers, and let the work of the ministry be
their principal occupation, and all else secondary.

I believe that more than ninety per cent of the

brethren and sisters, who read this article, will agree
with it. They believe that ministers should receive

help. We have the faith all right, but faith without
works is dead. Let us go to work and arrange some
plan or other of helping our ministers, and my word
for it, we will be repaid by better preaching, by
having more stalwart exponents and defenders of

the faith 1

a sense of satisfactic

of preachers, who
ithstand Elymas a

Paint, Pa.

ed to th We will feel

the possession of a body
ntellectual giants, able to

or feet washing, or some other church ordii

Some think that, because Paul, on certain occa-

sions, did not take support from certain churches,
our ministers should not receive any, either. Do
you suppose that the Lord would ordain a thing
that should not be so? It looks more as if he made
it binding on the church, but optional with the
preacher, Who will say that Paul did not lake, of
some, more than their share, in order to ease oth-

ers? He tells us as much as that himself. We al-

so have on record where he wrote a certain church,
urging them to make ready their amount, so that

when he would come there might be no lack or de-

ficiency. Why did Paul refrain from taking means
for support from certain churches? That he might
not hinder the Gospel. We must remember that
Paul lived at the time of the introduction of Chris-

tianity. We believe that he used discretion, and in

churches where the people were inclined to think
him unreliable, preaching a false doctrine to de-
ceive them, and work on their charity, he refrained
from being chargeable unto them, for fear of hinder-
ing the Gospel. In the country in which we live,

that difficulty is overcome. Christianity has been
established, and people flock into our churches to

:ar the Word of God, and the most good can be
complished by placing in the pulpits able men,
fficiently educated to create in the people a confi-

dence in their ability to understand and interpret
Scripture. We cannot always expect to find edu-
cated and intellectually-developed material, when

call a minister, but money and application will

bring development. We should furnish the money,
and the preacher the application. I believe that
God wants his ministers to become efficient and

THE RELIQION OF THE BIBLE-OR CHRISTIANITY-
CONTRASTED WITH SOME OTHER RE-

LIQIONS OF THE WORLD.

In Four Parts.—Part Four.

The "Parliament of Religions," held in Chicago
formally opened by the old historic

ienting the

n pared, as

, Tao-

" Liberty Bell" giving ten strokes, repre

ten religions to be expounded and co

follows: Judaism, Christianity, Mohan
Buddhism, Confucianism, Parseeism, Ja

ism, Paganism and Shintoism.

Nearly all of these religions represent, more or

less clearly, the idea of one God, who is to be wor-

shiped. Those that have the idea most clearly de-

fined are those that borrow, or have somehow im-

bibed, some light from the Christian's Bible.

While some good things may be said concerning

false religions, some truth elucidated, it must be re-

membered that it is the truth that helps some, and
not the false part. One must handle tons of trash

and rubbish, looking for one little grain of gold.

The greater part of the doctrines of these religions

is but a cold formula, holding out the idea that

God is a blind force, and the destiny of man is only

to attempt to work out some good, on lines but

dimly defin

leaders themselves, are

masses. Any religion 1

fruits among the masses

had a fair trial. Christ ;.

/en if understood by the

but dark enigmas to the

in be judged best by its

of mankind, after having

id his followers preached

the Gospel,—glad tidings,—to the poor, In no

sense was it confined to the rich or the learned, and

in every land, in every clime where its cheering

rays have penetrated, we can find fruits thereof in

the civilization, enterprise and comfortable circum-

stances of its people. It is an undisputed fact that,

where any other religion than Christianity prevails

and the people are under its false influences, for a

generation or two, there will be visible the fruits of

ignorance, vice and superstition.
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I must refer once more to the dark picture with

which all readers are familiar,—the horrible deeds

committed by the Mohammedan Turks upon the

Armenian Christians. Bloody carnage, fire and rap-

ine, and every insulting torture imaginable was ap-

plied, trying to induce them to accept their false re-

ligion. Compare this,—the fruits of Mohammedan
religion,—with the peaceable works of Christianity,

as exemplified in all the history of the lands where

Christianity prevails, and you see a contrast as of

the noonday sun and midnight darkness; a contrast

as of the glorious effulgence of the throne of God,

in highest heaven, and the lowest abyss of Satanic

fiends whose chief is the author and propagator of

false religions.

In some instances the leaders of this Parliament

of Religions, through their great desire to show tol-

erance and friendliness to their invited guests of

the world, used flattering words that seemed almost

willing to compromise the principles of Christiani-

ty; but whenever the point was brought to a close

issue, and the merits of the respective religions

contrasted with Christianity, there came a ringing

"No," and the conclusion was well demonstrated

by fair arguments, a few of which I will quote di-

rectly:

"The heroes of the world's religions were never

prophesied of, as Christ was. The Old Testament

Scriptures make many clear prophecies of the

Christ who was to come, and every point was ful-

filled clearly when, at the time appointed, he came,

a full revelation of what God is and of what man
must become. And when he went away, he sent

the Spirit, and the New Testament is thus brought

to the heart of fallen, sinful man, to reveal to him

the way out of his wretchedness and misery up into

favor with God, and with his Son Jesus Christ."

"We call Christ the reason of the universe, be-

cause he brings to thought such a synthesis of na-

ture, man and God, as harmonizes human life with

itself and with the facts of nature and of God."

[I consider ihe above paragraph one of the strong-

est in the book and well worth rereading.]

"It is a certainty, and a strategic certainty, that

except Christianity there is no religion known un-

der heaven or among men that effectively provides

for the soul this joyful deliverance from the love of

sin and the guilt of it. It is a certainty, and a

strategic certainty, that, unless a man be 'born of

water,' that is, delivered from the guilt of sin, 'and
of the Spirit,' that is, delivered from the love of

sin, it is an impossibility for him to enter into the

kingdom of heaven."

"Where shall one find so well expressed as in the

Psalms, the longing for God and deep satisfaction

in his presence? Where do we find such a picture

as the Gospel gives, of love that consumes itself in

sacrifice?"

We might yet ask, Where do we find such an em-
phatic command, such a forcible exhortation,—to
" love one another"?

Ottawa, Kans.

BY JOHN E. MOHLER.

It is usually considered that God expects more
of a minister than of a lay-member, and while this

may be true in one sense, in another, and more im-

portant sense, it is not true. As a rule, the minis-

ter is more talented and has a keener spiritual dis-

cernment than the lay-member, and where this is

the case, God expects more of him than of the lay-

member. " For unto whomsoever much is given,

of him shall much be required." Luke 12: 48.

The minister's influence is greater because his

talent is greater and his field of work wider, and be-

cause of this God expects more of him than of the

lay-member of less talent and fewer opportunities

for work. But the spirit and teachings of the

Scriptures do not put a light load upon- the laity

and a heavy load upon the ministry, While it is

true that in the Apostolic writings, ministers are

urged to faithfulness in their special duties, the

Gospel, as a whole, urges equal faithfulness upon
the part of all the disciples of Christ.

The sincere Christian dies to sin. I Cor. 15: 31.

He has crucified self, and his life henceforth is all

for Christ. Gal. 5: 24 He is no longer his own,
but has been " bought with a price," for God. I

Cor. 6: 20. All his energies, then, are with a view
to glorify God in his life. He will do all in his

power for God as soon as he has " put on Christ."

Gal. 3: 27. Do we not know that Christianity

means all of this? Do the Scriptures teach that
anything less than this is true Christian living?

Most certainly not! And if every soul born into

the family of God could realize this, what an army
of workers we would have!

The service God expects of us is not merely to
" keep the commandments" and maintain a place
in the fellowship of our brethren and sisters.

Christ says, " When ye shall have done all those
things which are commanded you, say, We are

profitable servants," (Luke 17: 10) and, "Cast ye
the unprofitable servant into outer darkne
Matt. 25: 30. Christianity means to do all that

are commanded to do, and, besides this, all that

can do for our Master, out of love for him,
i

surely this applies to the laity, Can the minister

do more? Most certainly not.

But the minister's work is in a different line f

that of the laity. When the church requests a

brother to labor in the ministry, she asks him to

work in a different channel from what he was doing
before. She cannot ask him to work harder than

before, provided he was a "lively stone" in God'
temple, and doing all he can while a lay-member.

We hear some talk about the "trials of the mir

istry." My brother, those are the trials of Chris

tianity, and, perhaps, you never felt them until

placed in the ministry, because you had not conse
crated your life to God before. There are trials ii

all Christian living, but the more the trials thi

greater the blessings that follow.

Our sisters in Christ, with the quick intuition and
the fidelity of woman's nature, are in advance of

the brethren in perceiving the truth of the Christ

life. We see this in the number of non-official sis.

ters in the church who are devoting their lives, and
sacrificing pleasant homes, to do the work of thi

Master. Look over the field and count the

You may be sure the same spirit is at work among
many whom you do not see, or have not heard
about, Then, how many brethren in the laity are

doing likewise? I know of only one, and he has

heralded the light through his " pen-ministry" ever

since I can remember. There are doubtless others,

whose work is not known, and it is as beautiful to

God as though we see it. All such workers, wheth-

er brethren or sisters, are sowing to a beautiful

eternity, and when they faint because the fruit is

not seen, let them consider that the violet blooms

as beautifully in the forest retreats as in a king's

garden.

There is one great difference between the work
of the ministry and the laity. The minister's field

for work seems wider, and it is no trouble for him
to see the open field before him. In fact he cannot

help but see it unless he shuts his eyes, and I doubt

if he can help seeing it even then. The. field for

work by the laity does not seem so plain, but it is

rapidly becoming plainer. The field is not forced

upon the laity as upon the ministry, but it is being

uncovered to their eyes through our missionary lit-

erature. When the great field for work in the

world is forced upon the laity, as it is upon the

ministry, then we will all see that we have an equal

amount of work to do, according to our ability.

When we see this, then, if a minister makes an er-

ror which he cannot avoid, we will not judge him
more harshly than we do the lay-member who
makes an error that he might avoid.

The lay-member is his brother's keeper as surely

as the minister is. I Cor. 8: n-13. The injunc-

tion, " Bear ye one another's burdens," places the

burden as heavy upon the laity as upon the minis-

try, in the eyes of God, and it also makes it as

heavy upon the ministry as upon the laity.

Warrensburg, Mo,

LIFT OR LEAN.

" But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with com-
passion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered
abroad, as sheep having no shepherd,"—Matt. 9: 26.

Wb are continually getting things mixed up
here,—doing things the wrong way, if we do them
at all, and getting things in the wrong place. It

would be better, if we could always do, and speak,
and think, the right thing in the right place, but it

seems we cannot. Jesus always spoke, and
thought, and did, the right, but we are so apt to do
the wrong.

We go into the crowded streets of a city, and
there meet every class of people, in every condition
of life; and we pass them by with scarcely a notice,

or thought, when no other place will likely ever

present so good an opportunity, for serious

thought, upon the condition and destiny of human-
ity.

Superstition set the world to thinking on the

wrong line. People have been frightened and hor-

rified at the thought of meeting a disembodied spir-

it. We sometimes have had a dread of the place

of the dead, for fear we should meet their ghosts.

We need have no concern about them,—they are

harmless, We cannot help them, and they cannot

harm us. It is the spirits 0/ the living we ought to

be concerned about. They are the real ghosts,

that should, in many cases, enlist our sympathies,

excite our fears, and fill us with horror.

To meet thousands of people upon the streets of

a large city, is an occurrence so common, we
scarcely notice, or give them a thought. They are

to us only so many individuals, of whose welfare

we know nothing, neither does it concern us,—they

are simply living human beings, and that is all we
know, or care to know, about them, But suppos-

ing we stop a moment to think upon the scene be-

fore us. Will not our thoughts become almost

appalling? All have souls to be saved or lost.

What are their prospects for eternity? What are

their hopes and fears, their joys and sorrows?

How many dark thoughts? What are their temp-
tations, and their besetting sins? -How many strug-

gles with their own conscience? If we could see

the inward life of each, read their dark thoughts,

that lead to darker deeds, understand the purpose

of each, feel the burning pangs of despair, know
the inward battles with conscience, would we not

hava a picture, that would cause the stoutest heart

to quail? Should not that scene, then, enlist all

our sympathies in the cause of right? "They are

as sheep without a shepherd." Yes " the harvest

is plenteous but the laborers are few."

"When/t'wjsaw the multitudes he was moved
with compassion." His sympathies were all drawn
out towards them, He read the thoughts of each.

He felt the suffering, and understood the purpose

of each life; and his loving heart burned within

him, as he saw the helplessness of their condition,

saw their struggles and despair, saw them falling

from the ranks of the living, "without hope and

without God in the world," with none to lift or lead

them to a better life. He exclaimed, " The harvest

truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few:

pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that

he will send forth laborers into his harvest."

I fear that some people might take advantage of

that last sentence, and conclude they can do it all

by praying. I believe that some people, who do a

great deal of praying for more laborers, do but

very little laboring,

There is scarcely a profession, or line of business

occupation, that men ought to engage in, that does

not seem to be, just now, overcrowded, except that

of Christian work, that of all others is most neglect-

ed. There are more vacant pulpits in the line of

Christian work than in any other, not pulpits

with fat salaries,—they are all filled, and the young

aspirant will find them as overcrowded as any oth-

er professional position, not pulpits for ministers,

elected and ordained by the church, to preach oral-

ly to assemblies,—but ministers elected by the
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Holy Ghost, to preach the Gospel by an everyday

Christian life, to 611 the many places where strong,

consecrated hands are needed to lift.

Somebody has said, " There are but two classes

in the church, and they are not the good and bad,

for the good are half bad, and the bad are half

good, not the rich and the poor, for they must soon

come to the same level, but the two classes are

those who lean and those who lift."

The thousands of vacant pulpits, awaiting occu

pancy, are not needing the class who lean, but the

class who lift, It is said that out of every twenty,

there are nineteen who lean and only one who
lifts. And this is why there are so many vacant

places in every line of Christian work. In the

Sunday school there arc thousands of lifters need-

ed to fill vacant places. In the prayer meetings

there are thousands of vacant places, for want of

good lifters. In the aid societies, pulpiti vacant,

the 'ing the Ho nd Fo
Mi: the

every charitable line, th

places, for want of lifters.

If the public rostrum were th

tians could lift in, there would

the class who lean; but there is

every soldier of the cross; an

post leaves a weak place in the
i

army. Every one who leans, i

of the lilter heavier. Think of

h erection fund, in

thousands of vacant

nly place Chri

e some excuse for

i post of duty for

every deserted

.nks of the Lord's

akes the burden

>ne active worker,

struggling under the weight of nineteen lazy lean-

ers, while he is laboring to gather the scattered

sheep into the fold, or toiling, sweating and wel-

tering under the burning noonday sun, to gather

the ripened harvest, that is fast wasting,

Oh, ye leaners, straighten up, eyes to the right,

get in line, and get your shoulder under the bu
den; now lift! There is a world to be lifted,

world of priceless treasures. ' For what would
man give in exchange for his soul?

"

Yes, the pulpits that pay big salaries in th

world's currency, all have their occupants, an
you may not find an opening there soon. You
may not be able to secure a place as a great reap-

er, but there is plenty of room for gleaners. You
will not be able Jo gather the whole harvest, but
" you can gather the handfuls one by one." If

you cannot save the whole harvest, you can at

least save one sheaf. I know you cannot lift the

burden alone, but if you will take your own weight
you can make the burdennd lift what you <

.pie tyofw rk and ther efore, n

g. The pay is goo d and ure and
only a water-c

, you shall have
Whoso ever gi «th a cup of cold

lot lose his re ward Tho Igh you

lighte

The

have not done a full day's work, if you have done
all you can, you will receive your pay in the even-

ing. Then come, one and all, take your place in

the ranks, but do not lean; the burden is heavy
enough without your weight. Then lift, don't
lean!

Longmont, Colt.

THE BENEFICENT EFFECT OF SORROW.

JOH

of r.lli. :al benefit of divinely-

appointed sorrow. Nothing comes by chance to
any of God's truly born children. The apostle
1'aul seemed to find an occasion to rejoice that he,

by writing a letter to the Corinthians, made them
sorry. 2 Cor. 7: 8, 9. But we may not have that

power to affect souls, as did Paul; nevertheless our
zeal for Christ's cause should be more vehemently
advocated. To grieve over sin is one thing, but
to repent of it is another. The apostle rejoiced,

—

not because the Corinthians sorrowed, but that
they sorrowed unto repentance.

Sorrow has two results; it may end in spiritual

life or in spiritual death. One result is as natural
as the other. Sorrow may produce a transient
reformation, or a permanent one. One may be
guilty of some gross tin, became sorry for it, and,

so long as that emotion exists, may resist that

propensity that leads to the crime. But finally h

may yield to the same propensity and, after a fe\

fruitless efforts, to fully abstain from its evil effects,

give up. This is a repentance which must be re-

pented of. The permanent change cannot be re-

versed by afterthought,—this is a repentance not to

be repented of,

Sorrow is, in itself, a thing neither good nor
bad; its value depends on the spirit of the person
on whom it falls. The same element coming in

contact with different ingredients, produces quite

different effects. Fire will inflame straw, soften

iron or harden clay. Warmth develops the ener-

gies of life, or helps the progress of decay. It is

1 great pone n the hot h

spirits in whom it develop

of life; there are otheis ii

th

thi

1 great powe
rrow. Then
seminal prii

als,

pie

it prematurely
hastens the consummation of irreparable decay.

When we see some loved one removed from
amongst us by the hand of our Creator, we nat-

urally feel sorrowful. But were it not for the wise

interventions of the Omnipotent Hand, we would
forget to look upward. We are continually bask-
ing in the sunshine of his gifts, and this pleasant

sensation of sunning ourselves in life may be our
only conception of religion. Sorrow may be
termed the refiner's fire. All valuable metals re-

quire intense heat.

It is a well-known fact that corpses have been
preserved for centuries in an iceberg, or in anti-

septic peat; and that, when atmospheric air was
introduced to the exposed surface, it cr

to dust. Exposure worked dissolut

only manifested the death which w

THINE IS THE KINGDOM, THE POWER AND
THE GLORY.

BV JE CALHOUN BAKER.
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Exposure did not work death in the Corinthians,

but life. " I rejoice," says Paul, "that I made you
sorry, though it were but for a time " Grief may
last for a time, repentance forever. Few things

more effectually prove the wisdom of this apostle

than his way of dealing with the Corinthians. He
tried no artificial means of intensifying it,—did not

magnify it. As soon as grief had done its work
the apostle was anxious to dry useless tears,-

even feared lest haply such an one should

swallowed up with overmuch sorrow. It is sorrow
with God, here called godly " sorrow," in the
margin, "sorrowing according to God." God sees

sin not in its consequences, but in itself; a thing

infinitely evil, even if the consequences were hap-

piness to the guilty instead of misery. So sorrow,

according to God, is to see sin as God sees it. The
grief of Peter was bitter. He went out and wept
bitterly; how bitterly none can tell but they who
have learned to look on sin as God does. But in

Peter's grief there was an element of hope; and
that sprung precisely from this,—that he saw God
in it all. Despair of self leads to better concep-
tions of God. When the hot tears of sorrow flow,

it brings a calmer soul, as the reddening clouds of

evening foretell pleasant weather the following

day. The fiery bolt that crashes through the sul-

try air on a summer night, is the harbinger of a

clearer sky and a more salubrious atmosphere in

the morning. "The bow of promise spans the
cloud which bears the thunder in its bosom." The
volcano pours a fiery stream upon the fertile plain,

and so relieves a wider district from the more
wasteful destruction of the earthquake. Could we
not let the burning eruption, of destructive lava

flow through sorrow's tears, our souls would be
unable to bear the grief, and bring precocious dis-

"Give sorrow v

Whispers the

The Christian's path is fraught with difficulties,

disappointments and afflictions. Faith grows by
nflict with doubt, and virtue gathers strength by
sistance to temptation.

"Heaven is not always angry when he strikes,

But most chastises those whom most be likes,"

York, Pa,

"God doth not need
Either man's work or his own gifts; who best
Hear His mild yoke, they serve Him best. His state
Is kingly; thousands at His bidding speed,
And post o'er land and ocean without rest;

They also serve who only stand and Walt."

Gon is acknowledged by all believers to have a
kingly power, and, as a king, to have dominion, not
only over our earth, but over all worlds and over all

created objects. This authority is that of posses-
sion, gained by creation, and is absolute. In God's
goodness, however, he has given a part of this gov-
ernment to man. Soon after the creation of Adam,
God gave to him dominion "over the fish of the
sea, over the fowl of the air, and over every living

thing that moveth upon the face of the earth." He
etained to himself, however, the control of man
nd of his actions.

When men multiplied upon the face of the earth,

and wickedness waxed great, because of the evil

intents of men's hearts, the Lord chose, as his very
own, individuals in whose hearts was still found a

pure love for God. Later on, after the flood, he
chose the seed of Abraham as his own people.
They were ruled by God and their disputes were
ettled by judges chosen by him. As they in-

d grew to be a nation, they
I murmured for a king, like

other nations. This displeased God, but, because
of their hardness of heart, he instructed Samuel
to anoint them a king.

From this time on, Israel was almost continually

engaged in wars, either with other nations or
among themselves. As the years went by and
God's chosen people departed farther and farther

from his teachings, he withdrew more and more
of his visible kingdom from the earth.

When Israel was led out of Egypt by Moses,
God gave command that they build him a taber-
nacle, in which he might make his dwelling place

people. This was done, and it re

irthly dwelling place until the time

en was built the temple, that beau-

te of the wonders of the world. This
ted until the time of the carrying

'S into Babylon, at which time the

it. Seventy years later it was re-

mmand of Cyrus, the Persian. It

arious times, almost destroyed by
vastated Jerusalem, but was finally

rebuilt with added splendor by Herod, after which
it sometimes received the name, " Herod's Tem-
ple."

When Christ came to redeem a lost and ruined

world, he acknowledged the temple to be God's
house and severely rebuked those who profaned
it by using it for other than a place of worship.

Twice during Christ's ministry, once in the early

part and again towards its close, he declared, to

the disappointment of many of his followers, that

his kingdom was not of this world but was a spir-

itual kingdom; that henceforth God would make
tiling place. Christ also

f the temple, which was

while with his

ned God's e;

of Solomon, wh
tiful building, or

building remain

away of the Jev

temple was bun

built by the co

the wars that de

the hearts of men his dw
foretold the destruction

fulfilled only seventy year

Since the final overthro

had no particular pla

after.

w of the temple, God has

for his abode, but wher-

ever there is a pure heart, there is an altar raised

to his worship and " where two or three are gath-

ered together in his name there is he in their

midst and that to bless."

God's power is omnipotent. He it is that sways
the destiny of nations, raises men of low degree

to high places, and brings down the haughty. He
rideth in majesty on the clouds and holdeth the

waters of the seas in his hands.

He has given to man a portion of this power, yet

he takes away this part and shows man his little-

ness when, because of it, the heart becomes boast-

ful. When Belshazzar made a feast and, forget-

ting God, ordered to have placed before him the

vessels of gold that had been dedicated to God's
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service alone, the anger of the Lord was kindled

against him, and that night was his kingdom taken

from him and given to the Medes and Persians,

Nebuchadnezzar taking to himself the kingdom, the

power and the glory, was, for that violation, de-

prived of his reason, driven out from men, and did

cat grass with the beasts of the field. Thus did

God, in olden time, manifest his power over men

and he does it no less now, when his kingdom is

more nearly a spiritual one.

His power is shown again and again in modern

history; no reverent student can help but see God's

hand in the defeat of Napoleon at Waterloo.

The power of God extends over everything and

yet 'tis over the hearts of men that he most de-

lights to rule. Every heart, made pure by the

blood of Christ, is his dwelling place and the soul

of the humblest Christian is as sacred as the most

beautiful temple' ever erected by the hand of man.

This power of God grows day by day, it extends

from ocean to ocean and by and by that enemy of

souls, Satan, shall be bound, and Christ shall reign

a thousand years. Then shall his power be made

manifest.

" The heavens declare the glory of God." By
the voiceless lips of the stars is made known God's

glory. The heavens are unrolled as a scroll be-

fore the eyes of man, that God's power and glory

and majesty may be known. And yet, how many

of God's blind, sinful creatures, with eyes contin-

ually fixed on the earth, miss this glory! They

are those of whom Christ said, " Having eyes, they

see not, and ears 'hey hear not."

God's glory is both visible and invisible. It

is visible in the varied works of his creation. The

tiniest blade of gra^s, the smallest pebble on which

you tread, no less than ihe millions of stars, do

show forth his glory. " Diy unto day uttereth

speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge "

No one can be a close observer of nature, and an

unbeliever, nor yet can one observe closely and

not give God the glory.

The earth is a great book in which are inscribed

the wonders of creation; the heavens are a scroll,

written over in livid characters by God's hand,

Both are, to every true Christian, no less the Word
of God than the Bible. The visible glory in God's

handiwork, leads up to the invisible glory which

shines in the pure " hearts of just men made per-

fect" This spiritual glory is not wholly an invisi-

ble splendor; the beautiful interior often shines

through, lighting up the dull exterior, so that,

from an invisible glory, comes a visible,—just as

when, in olden times, the glory of God came down

and rested upon the ark in the Holy of Holies,

the light and the splendor and the puriiy and the

power shone through curtains ar-d was invisi-

ble to the worshiping thousands outside, so now

the heart that has God's Spirit as an inmate, has

shining from it a radiance that penetrates through

and transfigures the homeliest exterior, and makes

men feel, when in the presence of those men of

God, a wholesome awe, as though treading on holy

ground or standing in a sanctuary.

There is a higher glory of God not yet made

manifest, nor can it be while man remains on earth.

In Rev. 21: 10, 11, we read of the New Jerusalem

"having the glory of God; and her light was like

unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper."

When Christ shall come again to his kingdom,

in clouds, surrounded by angels and the redeemed,

then shall he show forth his power by the might

of his all-powerful arm, and from this power shall

come a new heaven and a new earth, which shall

be lighted by God's glory, and in which shall al-

ways be " Thy kingdom, thy power and thy glory,

forever and ever!
"

Everett, Pa.

COVETOUSNESS.

NOAH LONGANECK

"The darkest night that ever fell upon the

never hid the light, never put out the stars. 1

ly made the stars more keenly, kindly glancir

if in protest against the darkness."

God is love. Love is diffusive. Love seeks not

her own. She is never satisfied unless all enjoy

the same good with her. Such is God himself.

Such are they who bear his image. But through

sin God's image in man has been defaced. It has

been lost. Hence, by nature, all men seek their

own, and not another's wealth. They are selfish.

Their delight is to seek their own good. They do
not spend, nor do they labor for the good of

others. Selfishness is everywhere rife and ram
pant. It is one of the major sins of the world.

True, when the Christian church was first organ-

ized, they had all things common, and they went
everywhere doing good, and preaching the Gos-

pel. But long since, selfishness has found its way
into the Christian church. The church has passed

from the ardor of her first love, to the cold self-

ishness which she now exhibits. In her primi-

tive state she offered herself up in the fires of a

self consuming zeal for the salvation of the world,

but now she is offering up the world to her own
selfishness.

Since the spirit of selfishness has taken control

of the human heart, is it any wonder that the

heart of man is inclined to covetousness? The
heart is not satisfied with its own good, but

desires to receive the good of others. Hence

necessity of a law to restrict,
—"Thou shalt not

covet." It is believed that the observance of thi

most excellent moral precept would prevent all

public crimes. Other sins may be more visible

being more outward. But this is deep-seated ir

the heart. So says Christ, " Out of the heart pro

ceedeth covetousness."

There is no sin that is more severely and fre

quently condemned and prohibited than that of

covetousness. And it is probably because we can

not see into the heart, that we say nothing about

it, or do, in a manner, nothing against it. We sel-

dom hear of a sermon being preached against this

crime. Now and then we meet with an essay that

assails this monster evil, but we never heard of

one being reproved for the enormous sin in all our

church work.

We know so little of other men's hearts that we
deem it safer to allow a just God to give the need-

ed reproof in this line.

Th'S essay a>ms not to assail a personal case, but

the demon principle of covetousness. It is the

worship of a false God, for Paul calls it idolatry.

It is always classed with the most heinous crimes

by Christ and the apostles, and while the tenth

command prohibits it, Christ and the apostles do

so frequently. We give an example of each.

Christ said, " Take heed, and beware of covetous-

ness.' Luke 12: 15- " But covetousness, let it not be

once named among you, as becometh saints."

Eph. 5: 13. Paul, in 1 Cor S : 'O. ". commands

the Christian church not to eat with, or to keep

company with one of her members who is covet-

ous. He further says, " that in the last days peril-

ous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of

their own selves, covetous." etc. z Tim. 3: 1, 2.

Selfishness is but a stepping-stone to covetous-

ness. But covetousness is a precursor to scores

of the most heinous crimes. Let us glance at

some of the Bible ensamples.

1. When Eve saw the forbidden fruit she had an

inordinate desire for it. To gratify self led to

this inordinate desire, or covetousness. Hence

covetousness was the principal factor in the first

transgression. She saw, then coveted, and finally

took and ate.

2. When Lot saw the well-watered plain of Jor-

dan, his selfishness led him to lose sight of good

manners, to covet said plains, and finally to enter

the doomed city.

3. Covetousness was the first sin of the Israelites

after they had crossed the River Jordan. Achan

said, "When I saw among the spoils a goodly

Babylonish garment, and two hundred shekels of

silver, and a wedge of gold of fifty shekels weight,

then I coveted them and took them."

4. Balak offered Balaam a great reward to curse

the children of Israel. God said. " No." But the

nordinate desire for the reward prompted Balaam
to entreat the Lord till, finally, he permitted him
to go, but not to curse them. Failing to curse

them " he taught Balak to cast a stumbling block
before the children of Israel, to eat thing4 sacri-

ficed to idols, and to commit fornication, so that

there fell in one day three and twenty thousand "

Petty self led him to covet the reward; then noth-
ing was too mean to do, even if scores of thousands
had to be slain, or to perish. The image of God
was no more in Balaam's heart, for the idol of self,

through covetousness, had dethroned it.

5. Self-interest led Saul and the people to covet
" the best of the sheep, and of the oxen, and of the

fatlings, and the lambs and all that was good."
Self had to be gratified even if Gid's command was
disobeyed. Hear Samuel: "Rebellion is as the

sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity

and idolatry." O how many idols are established

in our hearts by self through covetousness! Is it

any wonder that God rejected Saul from being

king?

6. David is now anointed king. He is " a man
after God's own heart." We had his history in our

Sunday school lessons. We were taught that Da-
vid never worshiped idols. Such teaching mis-

leads. He coveted Uriah's wife, and covetousness

is idolatry. We remarked before that covetousness

would lead to many of the most heinous crimes.

It led David to commit adultery, deception, mur-
der, etc. David committed even more than polyg-

amy. But, O, how we love David, because he

was always honest enough to confess his sins before

God and men! What Christian docs not love to

read his Psalms in this line?

7. We might here notice Solomon, and a host of

other ensamples recorded in the Old Testament, but

we will but give one more, because it is a general

one. Read Jer, 6, and you will learn what calam-

ities were to come on Israel at Jerusalem. Now
for the cause, " For from the least of them even to

the greatest of them, every one is given to covet-

ousness." What a picture!

8. But leaving the Jewish church and coming to

the Christian, do we find any adherents to this

idolatry? We do, even among the twelve. Covet-

ousness takes possession of Judas' heart. For

thirty pieces of silver Judas betrays his Master!

Fifteen dollars! The paltry sum for the meanest

slavel O, what will covetousness not do?

9. What was the first crime in— not of—the
Christian church after Pentecost? Lying against

the Holy Ghost, lying against God. Who did the

crime? Ananias andSapphira. Why? They cov-

eted their wealth.

10. This will be a prophetic illustration: "There

shall be false teachers among you, who privily

shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the

Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves

swift destruction. And many shall follow their

pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of

truth shall be evil spoken of. And through covet-

ousness shall they with feigned words make mer-

chandise of you." 2 Pet. 2: 1-3.

Is it any wonder that Paul writes, "This know

also, that in the last days perilous times shall

come. For men shall be lovers of their own selves,

covetous"? What will be the doom of the covet-

ous hereafter? "Be not deceived: neither forni-

cators, nor idolators, nor adulterers, nor effeminate,

nor abusers of themselves with mankind, nor

thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers,

nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God."

1 Cor. 6: 9, 10. The reason given in Rev. 22: 15,

why heaven will be a place of delight is because

all evil characters will be without. What a beau-

tiful thought to the careful Bible student! It is

especially so to the Christian.

Hartville, Ohio.

"True quietness of heart is got by resisting our

passions, not by obeying them."
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OUR MISSIONARY READING CIRCLE.

Course of Reading.

i -\zi

nil orders lor books should I

Mount Morris. III.

THE MYSTIC SEA.

Tun smell of the sea in my nostrils,

The sound of the sea in mine ears;

The touch of the spray on my burnin

Like the mist of reluctant tears.

The blue of the sky above me,

And ev er the breaking billows,

And disdain;

Andcvera thrill in m ne inmost h

That my reason can tot explain

So I sa to my heart,

'

Be silent,

The nystery of time

Death' way will be p!

And the secret of life be clear."

CIRCLE NOTES.

JAME NEFF.

Sister Elsie Lichty writes from Calvin, Iowa,

that she has completed the entire course of Circle

reading and has received much benefit from it.

She speaks in special terms of praise of the little

book, " Do Not Say."

Bro. J. S. Geiser writes from Baltimore: " ' Divine
Enterprise of Missions ' did me much good by way
of encouragement in my spiritual duties. ' Do Not
Say' will shut the mouth of every Christian against

excuses. ' Life of Robert Morrison' ought to be,

and is, a most wonderful and encouraging little

book for workers who have to encounter much per-

secution and delay in accomplishing visible success
in the Master's work at new points."

Sister Hattie Y. Gilbert, of Belleville, Kans.,

writes:"! am enjoying the Reading Circle books
very much. I expect to begin on the third year
books in a few days. When I think of the sacrifi

ces of Paton, Murray, and many others, I wonder
why more Christians are not aroused to a deeper
sense of duty, I have been loaning our books, and
asking the readers to mark any part that seems es-

pecially important to them, also noting foot-notes
if they wish, signing their initial letters below. I

cannot tell you how I enjoy reviewing the books
after they are thus marked."
Herewith we give another list of

new members.

700, Lelia S. Neff Mt. Jackson, Va.
710, Abe C. Peters Holmesvillc. Nebr.
711, Mamie Fullis Frederick, Iowa.
712, E.Gary lilough Hooversville, Pa.
713, Eliza Miller Meyersdale, Pa.
714, Mary S. Miller, Meyersdale, Pa.
71 5, Anna Reitz Friedens, Pa.
716, Mrs. Ada Keiti Friedens, Pa
717, Mrs. Annie Schrock Friedens.' Pa!
718, Mis. D. F. Shumaker, Rockwuod, Pa.
719, Hattie Meizkcr Martinsbur^ i ' .;.

720, Annie Wineland Mariinsburg. Pa.
721, Mary Snowberger, Lceton Mo
7", Jennie A. Cassel Hummelstown, Pa!
W, Loun Holmes, . <

, Frederick, S. Dak,

724, Sam Harldson, Frederick, S. Dak.

725, Minnie Amdt Frederick, S. Dak,
726, Oscar Mansfield Fredericks. Dak,

727, Ellen Heaglcy Frederick, S. Dak,
728, Eva Hcagtey, Frederick, S. Dak.
729, Mattie Horning, Frederick, S. Dak.
730, Eunice Horning Delhi, S. Dak.
731, Louise Haralsen, Delhi, S. Dak.

732, Garry Hunt Delhi, S. Dak.

The following names we add to our list of

LOCAL SECRETARIES.

Mamie Follis Frederic, Iowa.

Mrs. Ida Smith Swales, Juniata Co., Pa.

A STRIKING LESSON.

Of the celebrated potter, Josiah Wedgwood, the

following anecdote is related, the lesson of which
is as applicable to-day as it was one hundred years

ago: " An English peer once called upon him and
desired to see his great pottery factories, With
one of his employees, a lad about fifteen years of

age, Mr. Wedgwood accompanied the nobleman
through the works.

" The visitor was a man of somewhat reckless

life and rather vain of his religious unbelief. Pos-

sessing great natural wit, he was quite entertaining

in conversation, and after awhile forgot himself in

expressions of ' polite ' profanity and in occasional

jests with sacred names and subjects.

" The boy, at first, was shocked by the nobleman's

irreverence, but soon became fascinated by his flow

of skeptical drollery and laughed heariily at the

witty points made.
" When the round of the factory had been made,

the boy was dismissed, and Mr. Wedgwood selected

a beautiful vase of unique pattern and recalled the

long and careful process of its making, as they had
just seen it at the vats and ovens. The visitor was
charmed with its exquisite shape, its rare colorings,

its pictured designs, and reached out his hand to

take it. Mr. Wedgwood let it fall on the floor and
broke it to atoms. The nobleman uttered an angry
oath, ' I wanted that for my collection,' he said.

' No art can restore what you have ruined by your
carelessness.'

" ' My lord,' replied Mr. Wedgwood, ',there are

other ruined things more precious than this which
can never be restored. You can never give back
to the soul of that boy, who has just left us, the

reverent feeling and simple faith which you have

destroyed by making light of the religion which has

been his most sacred memory and inheritance."

—

" Champions of Christianity."

MISSION FLASH-LIQHTS.

" The day is done,

And I, alas ! have wrought no good.

Performed no worthy task of thought or deed.

Albeit small my puwer and great my need.

I have not done the little that I could,

With shame o'er forfeit hours I brood—
The day is done,"

—To-day is the only time we are sure of. Yes-
terday is past, to-morrow is uncertain. If you have
purposed a good work, do it to-day, and the bless-

ing is sure to be yours.

—The Father in his Holy Word has said, " I

have loved you with an everlasting love: therefore

with loving-kindness have I drawn thee" Jer. 31:

3. Wherever we roam, he is drawing us to him by
that " everlasting love " which knows no end. Be-

d, are you close to Jesus? If not, it is because
your self will keeps you away. Oh, if we had only
kept closer to Jesus, how many pangs and heart-

iches would have been avoided!

—A dear worker in one of our city missions, in

peaking of its encouragements and discourage-
nents, writes: " Some days are dark, but really I

:annot complain there are 'cloudy' days,

but this makes us appreciate the sunshine the

e." How true it is! If we had all sunshine, no
s or troubles, we would become too self-confi-

dent, and perhaps forget the omnipresence of the
Father, U we could only accept the " dark day* "

as well as the " fair " ones as a part of God's provi-
dence, there would be more psalm-singing and less

repenting in "sackcloth and ashes."

—The writer attended a church service, some
time ago, where the minister preached for fifteen

minutes from God's Word, and then spent tweniy i n
discussing arrangements for a church entertain-

ment! This church has not been prospering, and
many have wondered at the cause. Comment is

unnecessary.
—

" There are, it is said, depths in the sea that

no storm ever moves because they are too deep to

be reached by the winds which lash the surface in-

to commotion. Heights there are in the sky where
clouds never float, where perpetual sunshine reigns,

where tempest never stirs the calm. And so it is

with the heart where divine love dwells; it is secure
and serene beyond reach of surface storms, because
of that peace which the world can-neither give nor
take."

—God intended that his cause should be made
better by us being engaged in his service. It is not
inly to make us better. If we could only under-
hand this more fully, there certainly would be a
more consistent church militant,

—The Master's mission here on earth was "to
seek and save that which is lost," but he ever had a
word of encouragement for those that he "found,"
So with us, as his followers, we should not neglect
seeking after lost ones, but, by earnest endeavor,

strive to encourage those who are "fellow-Iabor-

ttell

What good I t have done this day.

Of thought or deed, that still when I am gone,

Had long, long years, gone singing on and on.

Like some sweet fountain by the dusty way
Perhaps some words that God would say—

I t

Bellefoniaine, Ohio.

I tell.
'

QIRLS EXPECT TOO MUCH OF YOUNG MEN.

" The average young man is the agreeable fellow

who earns enough money to take care of himself,

and to put by a little for special occasions," writes

Ruth Ashmore, in the June Ladies' Home Journal,

"But he is not a millionaire, and he is not the

young man drawn by those illustrators who, in

black and white, give us so-called society sketches.

A combination of foolish influences makes the girl

of to-day expect entirely too much from the young
man of to-day. She reads, or is told, that when a

young man is engaged to be married he sends his

fiancee so many pounds of sweets, so many boxes of

flowers, as well as all the new books and all the new
music that may appear each week. If there were
more honest girls in this world—honest in their

treatment of young men—there would be a greater

number of marriages and fewer thieves. Yes, I

mean exactly what I say. It is the expectation on

the part of a foolish girl that a man should do
more than he can honestly, that has driven many
men to the penitentiary, and many more to lives of

so-called single blessedness."

BEAR THAT LIVES IN WATER.

Next time you have a chance, recommends the

Chicago Record, put some water from the edge of a

standing pond under a high power microscope, and

perhaps you will see that most interesting little or-

ganism, known as the water bear. It is a diminu-

tive animal, often found in drinking water, and

looks very much like a bear. The extraordinary

thing, however, about this tiny creature is that he

is found in the gutters of houses, where he is at one

time dry as dust and scorched by the blazing sun,

at another active and full of life under a refreshing

shower of ram. The water bear has the scientific

name of tardigrada, because he takes life so easy.

He is always fat and plump, and spends his waking
periods in constantly gtubbing with his four pairs

of legs among whatever rubbish comes in his way.

Having eyes, brain, and a nervous system, he is

much ahead of most of his tribe, and he is altogeth-

er one of the most intetesting and amusing little

animals known to science,—Scientific An.
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BEOULAE MEETINGS OF THE COMMITTEE:

Dr. C. W. Mateer estimates that in I

the sum of $130,000,000 is spent annually, for

the paper money burned in ancestral worship.

In the midst of a famine a Hindu said tc

the native Christians who were starving: "It

you will renounce Christ I will give you al

the grain you need."

A native preacher in the Fuchow Confe

ence refused an offer of a consular positio

worth fifty dollars a month, preferring

preach the Gospel with a salary of three dc

larsamontb.

Giving money is little, compared with giv

ing self. Gold and silver is nothing besidi.

flesh and blood. When every Christian car

cry, " Here am I, Lord, send mc," then tin

money will flow in rivers of gold.

jiui^Ii, linyti

iild-m.-

"Their habitations are habitati

elty." How true in India where

riage and child-widowhood are still too prev-

alent! According to the census of iSSi, there

were, in India, 20,030.6:6 widows, of whom 7?,-

076 were under nine years of age, 207,3Mb"

under fourteen years, and 382,736 under nine-

than the entire female population of the

United States above three years old.
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Two were added to the Aughwick church, Pa.,

June 7

Bro. W. P. Bosserman reports three accessions

by baptism at Karoma, Okla. T., May 30.

Eleven souls were added to the Prairie Lake

church, Okla. T., by confession and baptism May

Bro. P. W. Stuckman closed an interesting series

of meetings at Milford, Ind., June 7, with five ad-

ditions.

The members of the Seneca church, Ohio, re-

joice over eight dear souls who were added to the

fold by baptism recently.

It is a part of Christianity to show our love by

deeds of charity, but while it is right to feed the

hungry and clothe the naked, it is better, by far, to

teach men to provide for themselves, and thus cul-

tivate a spirit of self-reliance.

We are now at work on the Annual Meeting Min-

utes, and expect to have them ready, in a few days.

Price, single copy, five cents; to churches and

Districts, in lots of ten and over, two cents each.

Send your orders as soon as possible,

Our aged brother, Samuel Murray, and wife, ar-

rived in Mt. Morris, last week. They expect to

make this place their home, for a while at least.

We welcome them among us, and trust that the

Lord's blessing may crown their declining years!

We have just printed the second edition of Bi

S. N. McCann's book,—"The Lord Our Righteous-

ness." It is an excellent little work, and seems to

be taking quite well. The book should be widely

read. Price, 50 cents. It may be ordered from

this office.

A good memory knows how to forget, a well-

managed tongue knows how to keep still, disci-

plined ears know how to be deaf on occasions, and

skillful hands can hang idle, if necessary, One-

half of knowledge consists in net knowing; one-half

of beneficial action in resting.

The work at Fort Wayne, Ind., we are pleased to

note, is moving on encouragingly. City missions

can be made a success, if we make the proper

effort.

We have made arrangements by which the work

on the " Report of Annual Meeting " will be pushed

forward as rapidly as possible. Send your orders

Elsewhere an account of the dedication of the

new meetinghouse at Germantown is given by Bro.

G. N. Falkenstein. We trust that, with the new

house, an impetus has been given to the work, pro-

ductive of much good to the old "mother church,"

One of the most serious mistakes that parents

n make, in regard to their children, is to conclude

that restraint answers the purpose of training.

Thousands of children are placed under very close

restraint for years, and, at the same time, receive no

training whatever. The restraint does not fit them

for the trials of life; it simply keeps them from do-

ing the wrong thing for the time. Proper training

fits them for withstanding the evil temptations that

are to be constantly met with in life. This is a

matter that parents need to study with care. It is

not sufficient for them to merely restrain their

children while under their care; it is their duty to

train and develop them, and thus prepare them for

the duties of life. This is a duty they owe to their

children, and is one of the duties that dare not be

neglected without serious consequences.

ANNUAL MEETING NOTES.

Friday, June 4.

There is quite a stir in some quarters because

the Methodist Book Concern in New York turned

off some Protestants and hired Catholics. The
agent explains his action by saying that some Prot-

estants were turned off because of their inefficiency,

and as he found some efficient Catholics he hired

them. His idea is to encourage efficiency, and

such a course is worthy of consideration, It is to

be regretted, however, that he could not find, among
his own people, workmen sufficiently skilled to

swer his purpose.

—The morning opened promising in almost ev-

ery way. The weather was pleasant and the atmos-

phere refreshing. Those we met on the ground

were quite cheerful, and every one seemed to look

forward to a good meeting.

—The number in attendance increased hourly,

and most of them had the pleasure of enjoying the

different services held in the tabernacle during the

day.

—The Bible school seems to be especially attrac-

tive, and we are pleased to see so many of our

members taking an active part in it.

—Such a school on the Conference grounds, if

properly conducted, will doubtless be the means of

not only doing a great deal of good in a general

way, but it will result in cultivating a greater love

for the study of the Scriptures.

—It will also broaden the minds of our people in

a Scriptural way, and thereby render us a greater

power for good in the world.

—In many ways we find the grounds very well

suited for a meeting of this kind. The many shade-

trees arc especially enjoyable.

—Scattered over the several acres set apart for

the meetings, are found all the buildings needed for

every purpose. A very large two-story building,

with two wings, is used for the dining halls, and

will likely accommodate all who desire to take

meals on the ground.

—To one side of this building are a number of

long rows of seats, elevated one above the other.

These were added to in front, with a large platform

for the Standing Committee, The whole thing was

then covered, forming what is now known as the

tabernacle.

—This tabernacle will seat not far from five

thousand people, and all of them will probably be

able to hear without much difficulty.

—We find those, having charge of the different

departments, very courteous indeed. One could

not think of asking for kinder treatment.

—And, by the way, this is a very important fea

ture at any Conference. Visitors do like to be

treated with becoming respect.

—Then, on the other hand, visitors are expected

not to make themselves a continual annoyance. In

fact they must not expect more than what is rea*

sonablc.

—In the afternoon we had a very heavy rain, and

hile it seemed disagreeable for the time, yet it

cleared the atmosphere, and put the ground in a

good condition for the next day.

The Standing Committee put in the entire day

at very hard work, and succeeded in getting a good

deal accomplished. Our aim is to push our work

luch as possible, so as not to be greatly crowd-

ed later on. We continued our evening session un-

til 9 P. M.

—After completing our work with the Standing

ammittee, it becomes necessary for us to go to

ir room and work to a very late hour, preparing

these notes. We promised our readers all the news

could gather, but at that time had no thought

ierving on the Standing Committee, and especi-

ally as clerk of the meeting. It can be thus seen

that we have double work, and for that reason will

not be able to make this department as interesting

e had intended to do.

We learn that in the evening Bro. D, L. Miller

gave in the tabernacle an interesting and instruct-

talk on India, Bro. Andrew Hutchison

preached in the city. His talks are always inter-

esting.

We are glad to see Bro, Hutchison looking so

well. While he is by no means fully restored to

health, still he seems in much better condition than

few years ago.

Saturday, June 5.

—In addition to the heavy rain, in the afternoon

of the day before, considerable rain fell during the

ight, but we notice no great amount of mud as the

:sult.

—Many large crowds of people came in during

the day. The excursion train from Chicago, over

the B. & O., contained eleven coaches. Every few

hours large excursion trains pulled in.

—It was gratifying to see so many of our people

coming on Saturday, for the tendency of this is to

do away with the Sunday excursion business, and

is a very commendable feature indeed. We do

want to see an end put to these Sunday excursions.

—In fact we want to encourage our people to

pend the Annual Meeting Sunday as becometh

nen and women who have due respect for the

Christian religion. Along this line we should set a

>od example for others.

—During most of the day there were enough

people on the ground to make it real interesting,

se who thus meet and renew acquaintance are

greatly benefited. In this respect the Annual

Meeting is very helpful indeed.

—In fact there never should be a time when our

Conferences shall be done away with. They serve

too noble a purpose in unifying our people and in

strengthening the bond of Christian fellowship.

—The representation from distant localities will

likely be larger than was expected a few days ago.

This is encouraging to the managers of the meet-

ing.

—The usual religious exercises were held during

the day. None of these could be attended by the

Standing Committee. We did not complete our

work until late in the afternoon, and this gave us

only a short time to mingle with the members.

—In the evening Bro. Enoch Eby preached to a

large assembly in the tabernacle. Bro. Hutchison

preached again in the city. Thus closed Saturday,

and a very enjoyable day it was.

Sunday, June (

Pentecostal

egetatic

s delightful morning for

mid hardly have been desired. The

; just warm enough to be pleasant, while

all around, seemed at its very best.

— It became evident, at a very early hour, that we

were going to have an immense assembly of people

on the grounds during the day.

—At 8 A. M. was the first Sunday school ever

held in an Annual Meeting tabernacle. We should

judge that there were not less than 3,0°° persons

pr*aenj.
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pro. I, B. Trout acted the part of Superintend-

ent, assisted by Bro. I. N. H. Beahm. Bro. D. F.

Sto'uffer led the song services, and we had grand

music indeed. The audience was divided into

about eleven very large classes.

The classes were, of course, too large to be han-

dled with ease, but the occasion was very enjoya-

ble, and an hour was spent in a most profitable

way. A large class, on the platform, made up

mainly of aged elders and ministers, was taught by

Bro. J.
G. Royer.

—The lesson was concerning the use and abuse

of the tongue, being the regular lesson for the day.

Many good and pointed thoughts were brought out.

—It was remarked that it seemed providentially

fortunate that we should have this excellent lesson

just before the opening of the Conference, as it

should prepare us to make a proper use of the

tongue during our mingling with the peoplr — '

ground, nd should also enable

speeches with grace during our deliberations in the

open Conference.

At 10 the great tabernacle was densely packed

with people who listened very attentively to a very

interesting discourse, delivered by Bro. H. C. Ear-

ly. We should judge that there were not less than

6,000 persons present.

—His subject was the Holy Spirit,—a very fit-

ting subject for a Pentecostal day. We were forci-

bly reminded of the time when the Spirit was poured

out on the apostles at Jerusalem, on which

3,000 i : converted.

inspiring to sit in the tabernacle and be

hold the earnest faces of so many people, the great

er part of whom were members. We cannot now

remember of ever before seeing so many member:

in one assembly.

—At noon the capacity of the managers was

taxed to its utmost, to feed the thousands desiring

dinner. We could not help pitying the waiters,

and do wish that some method could be put into

operation that would, in some way, diminish their

labor on Sunday.

—Their labors extended through the entire day,

and in all probability they enjoyed but few, if any,

of the services.

—At 2 P. M. Bro. I. B, Trout preached a very

practical sermon in the tabernacle. He was lis-

tened to by about 6,000 persons. He handled his

subject well. We, however, always pity the man
who has to preach to a large audience so soon after

his hearers have eaten their dinner. It requires

more than an ordinary effort to keep such people

interested, and also to keep not a few of them from

falling asleep.

—At 4 Bro. I. N. H. Beahm preached. He nev-

er fails to reach his hearers. He, too, had an im-

mense audience, and the singing at both of these

services was simply grand. At times thousands of

voices could be heard engage in the songs.

—We should judge that there were not far from

20,000 people on the ground about the middle of

the afternoon, and there were shade trees enough

to afford shelter for every person present, who

could not find a seat in the tabernacle.

—During the day the following brethren

preached in different churches in the city: J. M.

Mohler, J. G. Royer, J. A. Dove, D. L. Miller, S. N.

McCann, D. P. Shively, Andrew Hutchison and

Galen B, Royer.

—We found the order on the ground generally

good throughout the day. We might judge that

there was more noise at one of the restaurants

than necessary, but things of this kind are not

so easily managed, and so we enter no complaints.

We think that we should not relax our efforts to

make the Sunday at Annual Meeting just as order-

ly and as spiritual as possible. We have improved

much in the past, and may improve still more as

—At 8 in the evening Bro. M. G. Brumbaugh de-

livered an exceedingly interesting and instructive

discourse, relating to the early history of th

Brethren church,

—Commencing in the year 1200 he carefully

traced the events that led up to the movement set

on foot by Alexander Mack, and others, in the ear-

ly part of the eighteenth century.

—He had in his possession photograph copies of

e original statement of doctrine, by which our

first brethren were guided in shaping the reforma-

tory movement that resulted in the church of the

Brethren in the year 1708.

—He gave a number of incidents, regarding our

first Brethren in America, that would prove inter-

esting reading, were we prepared to give them. We
mention this one only. Bro. Peter Miller was one

of the finest linguists in America in his day. When
the declaration of independence was framed, Bro.

Miller was employed to translate it into not less

than seven languages, and this he did without the

use of a single lexicon.

—Probably not less than 7,000 persons listened

to the well-delivered address. It is to be hoped
that Bro. Brumbaugh will soon place, in shape

for the press, the rare information he has collected

on this subject.

Monday, June 7.

—We were favored with a fine morning, and the

promise of a delightful day.

—On reaching the grounds in the morning, we
found them almost covered with people. The
number present was unusually large for Monday.

—This day, at the Conference, is not now spent

just like it was in former years. The social feature

is good, but is not made so prominent as in

—Last year a Sunday school committee was

pointed to take the oversight of our Sunday school

literature, and to hold on the Conference ground

Sunday school meeting each year.

littee had arranged for its first meet-

d had also prepared an ex-

llent programme. The meeting was opened at 9

A. M., and closed at 12.

I. D. Parker told what it takes to consti-

tute a model Sunday school.

The relation between the church and Sunday

school was discussed by Bro. J. B. Brumbaugh,

—He was followed by Bro. D. L. Miller with an

encouraging talk concerning the present conditions

of our Sunday schools.

—The Mission Sunday school was assigned to

Sister Lizzie Howe, while Bro. Sharp spoke con-

cerning what the Sunday schools had done for the

Brotherhood.

—These speeches were followed by remarks con-

taining many most excellent suggestions. There

was also much excellent singing.

—All the speakers entered into the work with a

zeal that is to be commended, and the result will be

far reaching indeed.

—A Sunday school meeting of this kind, held in

the tabernacle, will be the means of greatly inspir-

ing our Sunday school workers in every part of the

Brotherhood.

—From this center there will go out an influence

that will reach as far as our people extend.

The meeting was attended by at least 4,000

persons, and the greater part of them were full of

Sunday school enthusiasm.

—The afternoon was given up to a wonderful

missionary meeting. It was very largely attended,

and full of missionary interest.

—It is said to have been as good as any meeting

of the kind, ever before held on the Conference

grounds.

—All of the speeches were good, but some of

them were inspiring, and imparted a spirit to others

that will have a telling influence in years to come.

—A collection was taken up at the close of the

meeting. This was conducted by Bro. D. F. Stouf-

fer, and, including some other collections taken up,

resulted in over $500.

This is said to be the largest amount ever

raised at one of our Conferences. We are p!«aa«id

to see a growing intercut along **»lp Uiie.

—There was preaching in the tabernacle in the
evening, and also in the city, but we failed to learn
the names of those who did the preaching.

—This was a hard day for the Standing Commit-
tee. Many of those who call for committees have
a good deal to say, and this takes time as well as a
great deal of patience.

—We closed our session at 9 P. M. In the start

we had agreed to close at this hour, and found it

necessary to run over the time on one occasion on-

Tuesday, June 8.

—This was the day to which we had been look-

ing forward, hoping that it would be just such a

day as is most delightful for a Conference,

—But in this respect we were disappointed. It

commenced raining in the morning, and continued

most of the day, and far into the night.

—This, of course, made it very disagreeable for

those who had to pass from one point to another

on the grounds,

—At 9 A. M., the Standing Committee entered

the great tabernacle, and found it densely crowded.

There must have been not far from 5,000 persons

present. This was certainly a large assembly for a

rainy day.

—The Committee, with many others, occupied a

low platform, facing the most of the people. The
seats they occupied rose one above and back of the

other, for the distance of about seventy feet, and
reaching a height of at least fifteen feet, It was in-

teresting to look into so many earnest faces,

—Though the rain was pouring down all the

while, yet there was no inconvenience inside of the

tabernacle, as the roof shed the water completely.

—The meeting was opened by Bro. Teeter, in the

usual way, after which the rules governing the

meeting were read, followed by Acts 15, and the

Conference was then declared open and ready for

—The first business presented was the confirm-

ing of a number of appointments that had been

made by the Standing Committee.

—We then took up seveial queries requiring the

appointing of committees. This we did in order

to facilitate business.

—We then commenced on the unfinished busi-

ness. There was no discussion on the rebaptizing

question, as the committee appointed last reported

that it would be of no special interest to the cause

in Smyrna to accept the Greeks and Armenians

on their baptism, and that nearly all of them were

baptized when infants.

—The paper, providing for the care of worn-out

ministers, is held over for another year.

—The committee on the divorce question pre-

sented a united report. This called out a long,

earnest discussion, but the report was spread on

the Minutes to come up next year. This question

is looked forward to with a great deal of concern.

—Some of the afternoon was devoted to read

ing and considering the report of the General

Missionary and Tract Committee. This is one of

the most encouraging reports yet presented.

—Along with this was the Publishing House re-

port, in which all of our publishing interests, includ-

ing over 56,400 in cash, was said to have been turned

over to the Mission Board, and the Conference

asked to approve of the transaction.

—By some it had been thought that this might

elicit some discussion, but such was not the case,

ras endorsed with an enthusiasm en-

witness.

The paper

couraging t

—This completely

ness among our peopl

lishing interest

—Our members

ettl the publishing busi-

d places our entire pub-

m of the Brotherhood,

w work more earnestly

than ever before for our publications, feeling cer-

tain that all the profits will be used in the interest

of missionary work.

—Considerable business was disposed of during

the afternoon, of which we cannot now speak. In

our next iiim w« trust to have more to say.

j. B. M,
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—* SELECTED * NOTES

More nations are under Ihe control of the Chris-

tian religion than is gencraliy supposed. By the

beginning of the fourth century the Roman Gov-

ernment yielded to Christianity; and from that

time power after power has become Christianized,

until now nearly Soo.ooo.ooo of the 1,430,000,000

people are under Christian governments. Two-

thirds of the inhabitants of the world are ruled by

Christian powers.

—

Christian Leader.

Of the home, to be established for working-girls

in New York, and to be endowed with several mil-

lion dollars by the Baroness de Hirsch, the Jewish

Messenger says it will have no difficulty of a finan-

cial kind to worry its managers, and that is c

forting for the ladies and the one man who
stitute the incorporators, With the trouble of

raising funds removed, the directors can give theii

whole time to improving the condition of the in

mates, and they need not consider the whims of lib

eral patrons. The home is to be unsectarian; w<

hope not after the pattern of Primrose Home of 2

few years' existence, that was so very sectarian

that its internal benefits were not enjoyed by the

sect that figured so actively in its management and

support.

Great Britain is a century ahead of the United

States in postal matters, not wholly because of the

failure of the successive Postmasters General to

suggest reform, but rather because of the hesita-

tion of Congress to enact postal savings banks or

postal telegraph when recommended. The new
British postal law makes a sudden leap from one

ounce to four ounces, as the maximum weight for a

penny (two cents). This simplifies the system and

does away with certain special rates. It wil be no

longer necessary to leave the ends of books and

parcels open, as the extra charge will be but one-

half penny for each additional two ounces. Anoth
er important reform is the extension of the delivery

system to cover all letters in city or country. It

is as amazing as it is discreditable that our postal

system lingers in the lap of the last generation. It

does no honor to American enterprise.

—

Ind,

For a time there was no small stir about the

erection of a Catholic chapel on the Government
Military Reservation at West Point. The permit

to erect the chapel was granted by Secretary La-

mont on the last day of his term of office, and that

too, in the face of earnest and well-founded pro-

tests upon the part of the Protestant p
resf , for it was

thought that the Catholics should not be accorded
a favor in this respect, denied to other denomina-
tions. It now seems that the proposed chapel is

not to be erected, though it was to have been com-
pleted without any cost to the Government. Some
doubts having arisen in the mind of the present Sec-
retary of War, he referred the matter to the Attor-
ney-General for an opinion. Mr. McKenna de-
clares that the erection of buildings for private use,

on property under the exclusive control of the War
Department, is not authorized by law and results in

no advantage to the Government. The permit is

temporary in its nature, similar to those which are
issued for the erection of sutlers' sheds, and is, of
course, revocable at the pleasure of the War De-
partment. The Lamont permit will, no doubt, be
recalled and the opinion of the Attorney-General
will settle the policy of the Department. The At-
torney-General is himself a Catholic and cannot,
therefore, be accused of anti-Catholic bigotry. We
have always doubted the power of the Secretary of
war to issue sueh a permit. In the case in point it

was proposed to erect a stone building at a cost of
some S20,ooo. This could hardly be regarded as a
temporary structure. Evidently, those who asked
for it expected it to be a permanent place of wor-
ship. The only safe plan is to refuse such permits
to every denomination. The present conveniences
at West Point ought to be ample. There is the
usual chape! where the Government chaplain offi-
ciates, and there is a second chapel, used hitherto
both by Catholics and ProUstanU

At last the unfortunate muddle of the past few
months in the American Committee of the Palestine

Exploration Fund, caused by the blundering inter-

ference of the London Commtitee, has been recti-

fied by their action, taken at London, and by the

resignation of their Boston committee. Dr. Wil-
liam C. Winslow will continue as Honorary Secre-

tary, and will put all his energy once more into the

support of the work of the Egypt Exploration

Fund, We are glad to know that Professor Petrie

is to serve again with the Fund, although he is also

carrying on some independent work in Egypt.
The publications of the Fund are an extraordinari-

ly liberal compensation made to subscribers, and
the enterprise deserves the abundant support of all

those who are interested in Egyptian studies.

—

In-

dependent,

It is true that the church apostatized and be-

came fearfully corrupt through the Middle Ages.
But the Reformation broke loose from it, and the

Reformed churches have advanced with increasing

strength. Of the 477,000,000 nominal Christian ad-

herents, 143,000,000 are Protestants; and the Prot-

estant control of the nations is greater still. In the
year 1700, go.ooo.coo of the inhabitants of the
world were under Roman Catholic governments;

33,000,000 under Greek, and only 32,000,000 under
Protestant ; but now about 450,000,000 of those

ruled by Christian powers are under Protestant

governments. And just here it should be noted
that the English language is becoming the univer-

sal language; and of the 125,000,000 who now use it,

nearly 100 oco,ooo are evangelical Protestants, A
great potentiality for the future is wrapped up in

this,—Exchange.

HOME * AND * FAMILY

.

ELSIE'S PRAYER.

" Now I lay me down to sleep."

Sofi shadows round the cradle creep;

Long lashes cheeks rose-tinted sweep;

"I pray thee, Lord, get me to sleep."

I kiss them shut,—those sleepy eyes,

—

(Bless the sweet soul that 'neath them lit

Not mine to change or criticise

The prayer so childish-sweet and wise.

Mine. Mary-like, the thing to keep
And ponder in my hearl. How deep
The 1

Who soothes to slumber, sure will keep.

Thus trustful of God's tenderness,

Be mine her prayer, whene'er excess
Of grief or pain or weariness

Sleep from my restless couch doth press.

Mine, when I lay me down to sleep,

While evening shadows round me creep.

My last long slumber strange and deep,
" I pray thee. Lord, get me to sleep."

—Linda Schermerhorn Hibner.

OUR THOUGHTS

,

Wherever we are or whatever our condition in

life, our minds are filled with thoughts. Then, how
necessary it is for us to store them with the beauti-

ful, the pure, the goodl
In childhood is the time to start right, A little

child, as soon as it can talk, might learn little texts.

It, of course, does not understand them at the
time; but a parent would not be considered wise,
who would teach an innocent child profanity and
say, " It does not understand, so it makes no differ-

ence." By filling the mind with good thought?, we
keep out the bad. I know one child who, when
three years old, had already a favorite text among
those learned. It was a great treat to be permitted
to tell his baby sister that " wisdom is better than
rubies."

There are times in a person's life when the body
is unable to perform labor. Then, if our minds are
stored with gems of thought, what a comfort it is,

and how much we value them! What is more con-
soling, when at the death-bed of a loved one, than
to be able to pray the twenty-third psalml How

refreshing to one, when on a sick-bed, perhaps not
able to lift the head, to repeat some beautiful pas-
sage of Scripture, such as the fourteenth chapter of

Johnl Even children, at their play, can make use
of some of these precious words.

The land is full of trashy literature, and much of
it of such a character that it is unfit for adults, and
more so for children, whose minds are hungering,
and should be educated to relish something good,

It is the duty of parents to carefully examine all

books and papers that come to the home. Such as

arc unfit to be placed in the hands of their chil-

dren, should be at once consigned to the fire. It

is even unsafe to place such periodicals among the
waste paper. Some papers come to us which we
would not even consider fit for a market-basket or

shelf- paper.

A bushel of screenings is much cheaper than a

bushel of wheat, So it is in reading matter. In

looking over a great amount of the cheap papers
and books, one can scarcely find one paragraph
worth saving. Some say, " It is cheap." It is in-

deed cheap,—too cheap for the soul who must pay
dear for it sometime. It is very foolish for people
to get literature because it is cheap, and not con-

sider the quality of it. But to read good literature

is like getting wheat without the screenings. As in

paying for wheat we get all wheat and not cockle,

so in literature; if we get the pure article, we get
the worth of our money. As the miller is careful

to get all screenings from the wheat, so is the edit-

or of a good paper careful that nothing but choice
ma'ter goes into it.

We should place the Bible first always. Many of

us know too little of its contents. Its pages may
seem uninteresting to some; but it is because they

do not appreciate its true value. There we may
learn of life, of death, and of eternity. There we
may find lessons of temperance, charity, and godli-

ness, of wisdom and peace. It is there we learn of

the best gift man ever had: God's own dear Son,

and of his life, so full of peace, wisdom and glory.

There we may learn of that holy city, prepared for

the faithful,—the city, the streets of which are

paved with pure gold We may learn of the many
mansions prepared for us. All of these subjects

are well worth thinking upon. By reading and
studying the Bible, we get an inexhaustible supply
of food for thought.

By storing our minds with that which is good, as

the years go by, and we grow old, our minds Uke
on that contentment which only well-stored minds
can take. As we face eternity we will be fit sub-

jects to enjoy all that is prepared for the faithful

children of a loving Heavenly Father.

If we can take so much enjoyment in pure

thoughts on earth, the enjoyment will surely be a

thousandfold greater in the world to come, for

'ill be better fitted to enjoy the grand,

the sublii The 'ill ha
much better and purer thoughts to think of. There
our surroundings will be so much better; there we
shall inherit all things. There nothing will enter

that will be defiling, but all will be pure and holy.

Bloomingdale, Mich.

ZEAL.

BY SADIE BRALLIER NOFFS1NGBR.

This word signifies enthusiasm in any v/ork or

idea. It is not a synonymous term with that of

Christian labor. While zeal should be, and is, an

important characteristic of Christian work, yet it

is employed in many endeavors not Christian. We
have a striking figure of this in the persecution of

the Armenians. The Turks are very zealous in

their work, unchristian though it is. Paul was very

zealous in "breathing out threatenings and slaugh-

ter against the disciples of the Lord," and yet his

zeal was not well- pleasing in the sight of God.
The Jews were extremely zealous when they cried,

"Let his blood be upon us and our children," al-

though, in doing so, they crucified the very Christ.

We may be devoutly zealous even in the devil's

service, but God commands us to 6e zealous in
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good works,—to visit the sick, to preach deliver-

ance to the captive, to keep ourselves unspotted

from the world.

This comprises much in which we may exert our

zeal, and it certainly requires a zealous man or

woman to travel the path marked out for us.

Who, save the zealous man of God, can attain un-

to a life of holiness in the flesh? Who, save the

zealous disciple of the Lord, can die continually

and utterly unto self, and sacrifice his earthly

goods, to suffer pain and toil and hardship for the

Master's sake? Who, save the zealous Christian,

can love his enemy and forgive his brother, though

he sin against him not until seven times but until

seventy times seven?

Ah, my brother, it requires zeal for us to tread

the path from earth to heaven, and the pity of it is,

that so many miss the latter because they lack the

former!

Johnstown, Pa,

OUR HANDS.

Do we ever think how much good we can

with our hands? A few days ago, I was in a cb

ber where death had come and taken away a

owed mother, As she lay there, asleep in death,

with her hands folded across her breast, one of her

sons laid his hand on hers, and as he did sc

said, "Those hands, that have made us so much

bread and done so much for us, will do no more

Oh, what a solemn impression these words made

on my mind! I have thought since that there

hundreds, yea, thousands, that have passed away

whose hands were worn out with toiling for their

children and friends, who never once thought of

what those hands had done for them. While such

is the case in too many instances, there is consola-

tion in the thought that if, what we do with our

hands, is forgotten by those for whom we have

toiled, a record of what we have done with our

hands is being kept in that book out of which we

shall be judged in a coming day, and if we have

done good we shall be rewarded for it even to the

handing a cup of cold water to a suffering one in

the name of Jesus. So let us do all the good we can

with our hands while we live, and when time is over

with us, perhaps there will be some one who will

say, " Those hands have ministered unto my want,

and done many kind acts for me."

Kiracofe, Va.

MAKING LEARNING ATTRACTIVE.

a teacher has a duty not only to

teach every child under his charge, but to make his

teaching attractive to the child. The child ought,

it is true, to learn whether he likes to learn, or not;

but his teacher ought to see to it that the child

does find learning a pleasing task. That is one

thing that a teacher is set to. Mr. Zangwill, in his

admirable article on " Early Jewish Education," says

of the Jewish teachers of earlier days and later:

" In the Middle Ages, many poetic, not to say pala-

table, ceremonies marked the initiation of the child

into school life, and he sucked the alphabet of holy

knowledge off a slate smeared with honey," There

is a gain in smearing a slate with honey rather than

with wormwood or vinegar, if a child has to lick its

surface; yet there are parents and teachers who
seem to prefer to give the unpalatable dose, be-

cause the pupil has a duty to learn, and must be

made to realize this. It is hard enough, at the

best, for a child to do his duty. He needs all the

helps to it he can have. David seemed to be in love

with his lessons when he said:

to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine

gold:

xt also than honey and the honeycomb."
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bringing their children to meeting. At one of his

ngs in St. Louis, he said; " I am glad to see

n with little babies here. If we can get the

ers of America, we will capture the homes of

the country. I would sooner shut out the old

bachelors from my congregations than to exclude

the mothers. But I have a request to make of

these mothers who are here to-day with their little

ones in their arms. If you will relocate yourselves

so as to get near the doors, then, in case the babies

get restless, or become noisy, you can step out in-

to the corridor, quiet them, and then speedily re-

turn. If you do this, no one will be disturbed, and

you yourselves will not be much hindered in the

enjoyment of the meeting."

•Mu

MR. MOODY ABOUT BABIES.

Mr, Moody has a way of talking about babies in

leeting, calculated to encourage the mothers,

hi 3 is far hetter than finding fault with them foi

THE RIOHTS OF A YOUNG WIFE.

" Before everything else, the young woman has

a right to expect from her husband tenderness,

sympathy and faith," says Ruth Ashmore, writing

in the June Lati?s' Home Journal of "What to Ex-
pect from a Young Man," " But sometimes, in his

eagerness to make all life fair to her, he fancies she

is a doll, and not a woman. And a doll is a very
selfish toy; it demands careful treatment all the

time, and it gives nothing but a pretty appearance

in return. It is the foolish wife who expects infal-

libility in her husband. She forgets that there is a

difference between the housewife and the house

moth. She should expect from her husband po-

liteness at all times, and a certain gentleness that

every man, possessing the real instinct of a man,

gives to a woman. But she should not expect from

him too much. She has no right whatever to ask

of him permission to live a lazy life herself, and to

give up all her days and years to vain and idl

thoughts. . . When the wife can make her hus

band's home-coming a joy, his home-staying

pleasure and a delight, and his leaving home a sot

row, then, and then only, can she expect a great

deal from him."

" Every one who indulges in bad temper, and

gives way to morose and sour feelings, sets a mis-

chievous example to all around him, and spreads a

baneful influence over all his associates. The af-

fections become weakened, confidence is destroyed,

health is injured, nervous and painful diseases are

created, and all comfort is banished from his

dwelling,"
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From Barron, Wis.

We arrived in Barron, Wis., May 10. There was

a company of fourteen, eight of them members,

and we traveled by private conveyance, We were

warmly welcomed by the members of the Bar-

ron church, which is located four and one-half

miles south of Barron. There are nearly sixty

members here, mostly from Indiana. They have

a good churchhouse, but, as they have no shep-

herd, the flock is not prospering as it might. They

have a Sunday school, and, since our arrival, they

have also a social meeting. A singing school is

held each Sunday evening with good attendance,

but they have no preacher. The members anx-

iously ask us: " Can you not locate an elder among

us, to lead us in the right way?" Even the out-

siders are anxious that something be done in that

direction. It makes us feel sad to see so many

who are hungering for the Bread of Life, and no

one to feed them. Who will be responsible? O,

that there might be a revival of God's ministers,

to go to work while the harvest is ready, and

gather in the sheavesl

Any one wishing to obtain further information

concerning this country, will please address the

writer. J. J. Wa5*am.

Dedication of the Meetinghouse at Oermantown, Pa.

We dedicated our new house of worship, May 16,

We had three services, and at each the house could
not hold the people. The new house adjoins the
old, so as to form an L, and those who could not
gain admittance into the new, could see and hear
from the old. The following brethren assisted in

the services: S. R. Zu£, J. T. Myers, Jesse Zieeler,

T. T. Myers, M. G. Brumbaugh and Frank Haas.
The services were very much enjoyed by every one,

Many of the descendants of the fathers were with
us, and seemed to enter heartily into the services.

These dedication services were followed by a
series of meetings, continuing (or ten days, the es-

pecial feature of which was the presenting of the
doctrines of the church. Brethren T. T. Myers and
Frank Haas preached the first week. On Sunday
morning, May 23, Eld. F. P. Cassel was with us,

and preached a strong sermon on Self-examination.

Our love feast was held on Thursday, May 27.

This was, without doubt, the largest feast ever held
here. Both rooms were open, and the ordinary
seating capacity increased by some sixty chairs,

but even then, the people could not find room.
They were standing at the doors and windows, and
many were turned away. I think I never saw a
more orderly assembly. Strangers remarked, " that

it was the most impressive religious service they
had ever witnessed." We are assured it was a sea-

son of spiritual refreshing.

On Sunday, May 30, two were baptized, as the
present result of the special meetings. Others
seem not far off. We ask an interest in the
prayers of God's children, in behalf of the work
here. We have comfortable surroundings now and
convenient arrangements for preaching, Sunday
school and Communion services. But there are

other difficulties and discouragements in our way.
May the Lord of the harvest send more laborers in-

to the field! G. N. Falkknstkin.
60ri Germantown Ave., June 1.

From Burkettsvllle, Ohio.

I want to say something about the Messenger,
which I am glad to receive from time to time. It

does me much good. We hear it said, sometimes,

"The price of the Messenger is too high." Con-
sidering all things, I do not think such is a fact.

Then, too, it is worth more than any other paper,

because it furnishes food for the soul.

Recently I also received a large number of tracts

from the Tract Committee, I have been distrib-

uting these to the people. Some of them are be-

ing read with interest, whilst others are not so

much so, I talked with one man, to whom I gave

some tracts. Among them was one treating on the

salutation of the holy kiss. He said, "That was

for the apostles and not for us." I told him, if

that was the case we might say, "The whole

Gospel is for the apostles and not for us," Anoth-

er said, "The Lord's Supper is not for us, and non-

conformity to the world is not necessary. We can

wear what we please." I told him that we positive-

ly cannot follow the world, and, at the same time,

follow Christ; that the man or church that takes

the Gospel from beginning to end is on safe

ground,— a fact that he could not help but admit.

He had nothing to say in reply.

Thus you see how men will pervert the Scrip-

tures to suit themselves, and, at last, when life is

over with them, they will go down to perdition of

woe and ungodly men, where the worm dieth not

and the fire is not quenched.

Let us all labor to gather souls into the garner of

the Lordl As we see the ripening harvest on every

hand, and precious souls perishing everywhere for

the true bread and water of eternal life, will we not

make a greater effort to do what we can, so as to

stand approved on that great and final day of judg-

ment, when the Master shall come to gather his

elect from the four quarters of the earth? Let us

do our duty! D, Lanuis.

Jurny,
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Notes x from x our x Correspondents.

MISSOURI.

Wakenda Church.—What was formerly known as

the Wakenda church, was recently divided into

three congregations, and we, the western part, met

May 8, with the adjoining elders, at the old Waken-

da churchhouse, to organize. Bro. Josiah Ellen-

berger was chosen as our elder, and brethren

Good and J. C. VanTrump as deacons. We have a

very interesting Sunday school this summer,—the

first we have had at this church for several years,

—Emma VanTrump, Hardin, Mo,, June 7.

Lost Creek Church.—There are fifteen members

at this place without a shepherd save one,—your

unworthy servant, just elected to the ministry. We
have a large field, but need some one to preach the

Word to the people. We have a fair land and

good climate and water. There is an opportunity

here to do a great work, but the laborers are few,

There are churches that have more ministers than

they need, Let them go to work! I trust that

God will prompt some dear brother to come and

help us. Any of our members who wish to

change location, will please address the writer for

further information. — Geo. D. Fike, Racine, Mo,,

June 6.

Leeton. - The members of the Mineral Creek

church enjoyed a soul-refreshing Communion serv-

ice on the evening of June 5. At the regular

monthly council, held in May, the church decided

to hold a Communion meeting,—not to announce

it publicly, but have it for the special benefit of the

members. The result was that the church met on

the evening of June 5, at 4 P. M. After disposing

of such business as was necessary, they proceeded

with the usual Communion service, which seemed
to be enjoyed by all present. About one hundred

and thirty members communed. What made it

enjoyable to the writer, in one respect, was the ab-

sence of a large crowd of on-lookers, who very of-

ten destroy the solemnity of the occasion. Eld. E.

E. John officiated.—J. E. Bosserman, June 7,

Frontier Mission Work.— I left home May 11,

to attend the District and Ministerial Meeting in

Jasper County, Mo. From the above meeting I

went May 15. to Southeastern Missouri, to work
in the James R. Gish mission points, the charge of

which I have accepted, I met the Brethren of the

Laforge church and held a number of meetings, one
council-meeting and a love feast. Then I went
with other brethren to Mississippi County, where
we organized a church with fourteen members, and
elected one minister. The lot fell on Bro. John
Blackquell. There was one deacon there. The
name of the church is East Prairie. Here I

preached several times and held one feast with
them. Then, with Bro. Ira P. Fby, I went to
Poplar Bluff, Mo., where we partially organized
with twelve members, electing one deacon, and
naming the church Poplar Bluff, At these and
other points, Bro. Ira P. Eby visits regularly. In
thirteen days I preached fourteen sermons. I held
three council-meetings, three love feasts and organ-
ized two churches. I traveled 1,400 miles by rail-

road, including my trip to District Meeting.—Henry
Brubaker, June o.

OKLAHOMA TERRITORY.

Prairie Lake Church. — The members of this
church met in special council May 7. Our feast
was held May 22. Our elder, George Studcbaker,
and Eld. Jos. Glick, and others, were with us. Bro.
Reed was chosen deacon. Eleven w
into the church by baptism, making c „.

ship about iorty-five.—S. Wuner, Auburn, Okla. T,

VIRGINIA.

Nokesville Church —We are glad to make known
that Bro. Michael Flory, of Girard, 111., came to
this place on Saturday, June 5, and preached three
excellent sermons. One member was received by
baptism. May the Lord continue to bless our
work!—G. W. Beahmjune 8.

THE GOSPEL MESSENGEB.

Burr Oak Church.—We convened in quarterly

council May 29. On the following Tuesday e

ing, Bro. Smith and wife, of Nebraska, came.

Smith gave us four good sermons. In one of his

sermons he dwelt strongly on the fact that

should all be " workers together with Christ." May
the earnest efforts of our dear brother, and the

good advice he gave us, produce good resultsl

—

Emma J. Modlin.June 5.

Quinter Church. — On Saturday, May 29 the

members of this church met in quarterly council.

The church was well represented, and much busi-

ness came before the meeting, all of which was
disposed of pleasantly. Three members were re-

ceived by letter. We also decided to hold a love

feast Oct, 9, at 10 A. M. We invite all the breth-

ren and sisters who can, to be with us. Our Sun-

day school was reorganized. Bro. John Roesch
was re-elected Superintendent, and Bro. W. E.

Roesch, Assistant. At a special council, held April

24, Bro. J. B, Wertz was chosen elder of this

ch, as our former elder, B, B. Whitmer moved
away.—Matt/ia E. Roesch, June 2.

Wade Branch Church.—May 8 we met in coun-

1. After the general business was disposed of,

ir elder, Geo. Myers, asked the church to relieve

im of the oversight of this congregation, because
of his health, which has been on the decline for

about two years. The church granted his request

and appointed a special council for May 28, at

which time elders Geo. E Wise, D. B. Barnhart,

and I. H. Crist were with us. Bro. I. H. Crist was
sen. He felt the weight was more than he

Id bear, since he has four other churches under
care, but he said, " I'll do the best I can." We

pray that his labors here may be pleasant. Bro,

Barnhart preached to us on Saturday evening, and
Bro. Wise on Sunday. Our Sunday school is mov-
ing along nicely, under the management of Bro
Reuben Myers. We continued our school through

the past winter, and the average was really better

than was expected.

—

A, M. Sharp, May jo.

PENNSYLVANIA.

Manor Church.—Our love feast, of June 4, was not

1 largely attended by the home members as was
desirable, but there were some new faces around the

tables, while the seats of some who assembled on

ler occasions, were vacant. We were thankful

for the presence of D. S. Brallier, of Altoona, and
Abram Fyock, of Johnstown. We expect to hold

[Other love feast this fall, in connection with a se-

ts of meetings —Lizzie Fyock, June 5,

Aughwick Church. — We are still moving for-

ward. Three returned to the church that had gone
th the Progressives. Two were taken in by bap-

tism, lately, and more will come in the near future.

Our Sunday schools are interesting and well at-

tended. We have Inst, by removal and death,

quite a number. We have elected three ministers,

but still are short of help.—John E. Garver, Cora,

Pa., June 7.

IDAHO.

Grafton Church.—We met in quarterly council

June 5. The order and rulings of the church were
discussed and advocated. Bro. J. H. Flory (a dea-

con) and wife, from Southern California, were re-

ceived by letter. In conclusion we had a general

prayer service, at which every member present took
an active part with a short prayer. June 6 a young
man and his wife were received by baptism, while

a large audience witnessed the scene, Since Jan. 1

six have united with us by baptism and two by let-

ter.

—

Enoch Faw, Cameron, Idaho, June 8.

ILLINOIS.

Coal Creek. -Our regular council convened in

the Coal Creek church June 3. All business was
disposed of promptly and pleasantly. The church
here is in union, and in a good working condition,

though they have no accessions to report. We de-

cided to have our love feast Sept. II. We are hav-
ing a large attendance at our Sunday school and
church services. We hope that the interest taken
will continue.—Ethel H hitaker, Fairview, III.

Jane 19, 189;,

INDIANA.

Spring Creek Church. — Our quarterly council

was held May 26. Much business was transacted.

The annual visit was reported, The church seemed
to be in love and union. Our love feast will occur
Sept. 4, at 10 A. M—Robert Ross, Kinzie, Ind,

Yellow River Church. — Our quarterly council

preparatory to our love feast, was held June
5.

After the meeting one young sister was received in-

to the church by baptism. We decided to hold our
harvest meeting July 2$.—Alice Voder, Bourbon, Ind.

Bethel.—We began a series of meetings in Mil-

ford, Ind., in the bounds of the Bethel congrega-

tion May 16, and closed June 7. Five were bap-

tized and others were brought near the kingdom.
Bro. P. W. Stuckman did the preaching. The
crowds that greeted him, evening after evening,

showed that his labors were appreciated.— W. R,
Deeter,

Wabash.—This church met in quarterly council

June 3. The members were found to be in love

and union, and "striving for the mark of the high

calling as it is in Christ Jesus." At this meeting
two were received by letter. One letter was also

granted. The Sunday school is progressing nicely,

hundred were in attendance to-day.—Kit-
tie Hursh. June 6.

Salem Church.—The members of this church met
in regular quarterly council June 5. We decided

to have our harvest meeting Aug. 7, and our love

feast Oct. 8. Our last meeting was a very interest-

ing Bro. Ruff gave us a sermon which was ap-

ated by all. Three letters were handed in.

Our Sunday school enjoys a very good attendance,

and is quite interesting.

—

L. Zumbaugh, Burr Oak,

Ind.June 7.

Roann Church. — The members of this church
met in council June 5. Much business came before

nbly, which was fairly well deposed of.

The appointing of a time for our love feast was de-

ferred. It is to be held later on, in connection

with a series of meetings, sometime this coming
fall. We have an evergreen Sunday school, which

progressing finely, One dear soul, the head of a

mily, was added to the fold by Christian baptism

ace my last report.—Josefh John, June 7.

Fort Wayne Church. — Bro. Daniel Sneli, our

evangelist, preached a series of sermons May 15 to

30. Part of the sermons were doctrinal and much
interest was manifested throughout. Saints were
made to rejoice in the God of their salvation, and

vere warned to flee the wrath to come,

Our attendance was fair. One sister was received

by baptism, and three promised to unite with us

. May God bless our efforts that many may
return to the Father's house! Bro. Jacob

er, our home minister, preached for us yester-

day forenoon and evening. Our Sunday school is

prospering. We use the Brethren's literature,

throughout, with much satisfaction.

—

A. M. Eby,

June 7.

MICHtQAN.

Buchanan. — The Berrien congregation met in

mncil to-day. We decided to hold an election for

minister and a deacon, June 19, at 2:30 P. M.

Our Communion services will be held at 5 P. M, of

he same day.

—

Mary Beckwith, June 5.

Sugar Ridge.—The members of the Sugar Ridge

hurch met in quarterly council June 6, to hear the

eport of the visiting brethren, preparatory to our

love feast which will be held June 12, commencing
at 6 P. M. A good deal of business came before

the meeting, which was disposed of in love and har-

ony. Two letters were read. We also decided

to finish our churchhouse, put a wall under it,

side it up, and paint it. Our membership is still

increasing. We expect two more letters to be

handed in at our Communion meeting, which will

increase our number to forty-three. All seem to

be working together in harmony. We decided to

hold another Communion Oct, 2, 1897, at 2 P. M.

Our Sunday school is increasing in numbers and in-

terest. We have an evergreen Sunday school and

feel much encouraged.—Israel Fisher, June 8.
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KiDgnlcy—The congregation at this place held

ber love feast at the east churchhouse June 5 and 6

Bro. Delp officiated. The attendance and atten

tion were good. On Sunday morning we met for

Sunday school, after which brethren C H. Maust

and Delp talked to the children. The latter

preached a very interesting sermon, also. One was

received into the church by baptism.

—

Dora Tros

litJune 10.

South River Church.—Our love feast was held

June 4. We had a very enjoyable meeting. Bro.

John P. Bailey and our home minister, Bro. W. VV.

Folger, were the only ministers present. Bro. Bai-

ley remained with us over Sunday. Since our last

report we have organized a Sunday school at a

schoolhouse about five miles from our church-

house. A good interest is manifested. Bro. Bailey

preached at this place on Sunday afternoon. We
hope much good may be done. — Ella Archer, Osce-

ola, Iowa, June y,

Indian Creek Church.—This church met in coun-

cil June 5. Our elder being at Annual Meeting,

Bro. S. C. Miller presided. The attendance was
very large. All business was pleasantly disposed

of. Two letters were granted. Since our last re-

port two were received by letter. At the close of

council one was received by confession and bap-

tism.

—

A. W. Flora, Mcxwell, Iowa, June 6,

Harlan.—Again we enjoyed several days of very
interesting meetings. Brethren J. W. Diehl and M.
Dierdorff. of Panora, were with us. On the even-

ing of May 19 was our love feast. It strengthened

us for the Master's cause. We were all made to

rejoice to see one dear young sister received into

the fold. Her father is to be baptized in the near
future.

—

Julia Strohm, June ?.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

North Manchester Church.—Our quarterly coun-
cil was held May 27, Much business came before
the meeting, and was disposed of in that spirit of

love which characterizes the people of God. Per-
haps the most important work of the meeting was
the ordaining of our dear brother, A. L. Wright, to
the eldership. The work was done by elders Ja-
cob Snell and Dorsey Hodgden. Eld. L, T. Hol-
singer and Bro. G. B. Heeter are our delegates to

Annual Meeting. We appointed a love feast for

June is, at 2 P. M. One dear soul was received in-

to fellowship by confession and baptism since our
last report.—D. C. Ctipe,

CALIFORNIA.

Los Angeles. — The children's mission, at 910
Channing Street, under the care of Sister Ella Bui

waiter, has now an enrollment of sixty-two, a

the one under the supervision of Sister Claudi

Miller, on Lacy Street, numbers thirty-five. Con-
tributions for these good works ought to be sent
to J. C. Whitmer, Lordsburg, Cal. A lesson fron
the chart, " The Great Salvation." was given a'

238 Hancock Street, on Sunday, May 30. Covi
na. -There is an applicant for Christian immersion
at Glendora, and the good work will be performed
June 6, the Lord willing. The loving work of
soul-saving goes on in this church. Bro. C. S.

Holsinger, of Kansas, is temporarily stopping in

Monrovia, and preaches twice each Lord's Day,
Lordsbnrg. — Encouraging news comes from the
various fields of labor in this congregation. Bro. S.

C Urey is busy at Colton, and Bro B. F. Master-
son holds forth in Pomona, while Bro. J. W. Metz-
ger is in this place. Bro. E. A. Miller and wife are
at Annual Meeting. The writer will have services

twice in North Cucamonga, June 6. There are so
many graces to encourage us all. Even sufferings

have much sweetness in them, for Jesus was made
perfect thereby. Heb. 5:8, 9. That is how "he
became the author of eternal salvation unto all who
obey him." Inglewood. — Meetings continue to
be held here by brethren Wm J. Thomas, and Phil-
ip Moore, and at Compton by brethren Jos. Trostle
and Isaac Thomas. We learn that Sister Isaac

Thomas is undergoing
May it be sanctified to her great gainl—M. M. Eih-
•Irnan, June 1.

%m
WEST V1RQ1NIA.

Eglon.—June 5 was our council meeting at Maple
Spring. A great deal of business came before the
meeting. We received nine members by letter,

which was very encouraging. Arrangements were
made for our love feast, which will occur the first

Saturday in October. Services are to begin at 4 P.

M. At night we had preaching by brethren Jonas
and Tobias Fike. Next morning, after Sunday
school, we had preaching by Bro. Aaron Fike, and
at night singing again. We lost two sisters by
death, since our last council in March.—Rachel Wii-

TENNESSEE.

Pleasant Hill Church.—June 11, Bro. Andrew
Lilly and 1 went to Taylors Valley, Va. We met
the Brethren and found them well. They are thir-

teeh in number, and, though six of them are rent-
ers, yet they are building a house of worship,
which tells of their energy in the Lord's work, and
shows the love they have for him. We had five

meetings with good attendance and attention. Bro.

J. G. Lewis, of Medina, Washington Co., Va„ is

their elder. He is a man who has the love and re-

spect of all who know him. We trust we shall
meet them again in July, when we aim to stay a
while longer with them. I I rust they will receive
much encouragement from other parts of the
Brotherhood.—N. M. Garsl, Thorn, Tenn.June 10.

MARYLAND.

regul; preaching day
ceived into the

quarterly

Oakland.—June 6 was
in Oakland Two sisters

church by baptism. One of this number had made
application for baptism last winter, but was bitter

ly opposed. Even upon this occasion she was op
posed, but was willing to suffer affliction with the

people of God. We still hold services in a hall

We will soon organize a Sunday school which, we
hope, will be a great help to the work already be
gunl—/. O. Thompson, Kearney, Md.,June 7.

OHIO.

Pleasant Valley Church.—

O

council occurred June 2. Elc

and W. K Simmons were with us. Bro. Simmons
has charge of this church. The business before the
meeting was pleasantly disposed of. All was done,
seemingly, in the spirit of Christ and the fear of

God. We decided to organize a Bible school and
conduct it w.th home talent, but, as yet, have not
fully planned out the work.— C. E. Mtkesell, Cosmos,

Ohio, June 3.

Notice.—Churches, desiring my services this fall

or winter, are invited to correspond with me at the
earliest convenient period, so I can arrange accord-

ingly.

—

C. L. Wilkins, ffarrod, Ohio, June S.

Ou
Pineapples are

cars per day.

1 rathe

r vegetable crop was good.
moving, — as many as fifteei

1 "" rrop is yet to be shipped, ine spring
dry, but we arc having plenty of rain

now, and could spare a few mosquitoes. We ex.
pect to erect a new schoolhouse here this summer,
and to have school next winter.
Any one coming here should get off at Wabas-

so,—our freight, passenger and express office. It
is on the Florida East Coast Railway. We have
no post-office here

Woodley, about threi

U'oedlty, Fla.June

id get

south on the same r;

J. R. Lbathbrman
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From null. ,.i Rlv> , Fla.

May 16 one sister was received by baptism, a

notice of which, with other items, was sent to the

: ago, To-day two more were
,—husband and daughter of

received May 16. God be

verting power continue to be

received by baptis

the sister who wa
praised! May his c

felt among usl

We now number eleven

have said they would mov
ers are expected. In t:

here, as everywhe

upon the consistency

bers. Four, at least,

>ve here this fall, and oth-

the success of the cause

uch, very much, depends
d faithfulness of the mem-

Several times I have known honest seekers to

be driven away from the church by the glaring in-

'stencies of some members. While such per

surely make a mistake, yet inconsistent mem-
ch suffering at this time. |

bers make a greater.

I am glad to see so many good articles in the

Messenger. May they get into our hearts!

From Nocona, Texas.

The visit of the Messenger each week is much
appreciated by us all. We hear very little preach-
ing by the Brelhren. Bro, Daggett, of Kansas, and
Eld. Samuel Flory, of Iowa, are the only ones we
have heard this year. We would be so glad to
have others visit us. Several of our preachers
have located here in North Texas, but why they do
not stay, I can not answer. Sometimes preachers
want elbow-room, but here Ihey have most too
much,—they get lonesome.

We are having an abundance of rain this season,
and crops are fine. The wheat harvest has just
commenced. Wheat, as well as oats, is fine. Cot-
ton is not so promising as other crops, there hav-
ing been too much rain. Gardens never were finer

since we are here (1888).

We would be glad if more preachers would come
to Northern Texas. With the many preachers at
some points, the fields should be more thoroughly
covered. Home mission work should be better
systematized than it is. I hope the Messenger
will suggest some better plan than what we have,
and that more attention will be paid to preaching
in neighborhoods adjacent to churches, and, instead
of going a hundred miles over a country, 10 be at

some old, established church, where there are al-

ready several good preachers, why not stop on the
way and preach for those who never heard the
Brethren preach?

We are glad to know of the good work going on
across the water, but surely we have the men and
the means, that much more might be done here
at home.

Colonization is a great and noble way to spread
the Gospel, but when colonization is for specula-
tion, it is an evil thing. Such has been done in the
past, and is being kept up yet. Some of our

write to the Messenger
build up the work." T
ing to find an easy placi

who are doing well, will

to some new country and
' Here is a good place to

rn many members, want-
will go, and often some
ell out and go and ruin

themselves. By that time the preacher is some-
where else. Perhaps the instigator may chance to

be a shrewd brother and the church may suffer

loss, and be blamed just because of his inexpedient

actions. Many have moved off to strange locali-

ties, and got 1

Owing to so n

Conferences, I a

those meetings,

we really have il

the Standing C
from the church

ness with the Co
shall be provided for,

let them make their

will have business (

,
just because undu 11 flu

ich outside traffic at our Annual
1 in favor of a change of holding

My plan is that the delegates (as

so now) from the District form
nmittee, and that the delegates

i and those who have direct busi-

ference, compose the number that

id if others want to attend,

n arrangements. Then we
ferences, and not specula-

tion, as some go for that purpose only. I would
approve of reunions, to be held by the Brethren all

the United States, but not make a business

meeting, such as our Annual Conference, a reunion,

was not at Annual Conference this time, al-

though selected as delegate. The District Treas-

urer told me he did not have the means to defray

expenses, so I had to abandon the trip. I trust the

meeting will result in much good for the further

spread of the Gospel. Abk. Molsbbe,
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From the Cedar Lake Church, Dekalb

County, Ind.

BRO.JOHNKlLLIAN.of the Maumce Valle

church, came to us May I. He preached tw

s»rmf>ns with power. As an immediate n

suit two dear souls came forward to walk

with the people of God. June 7. Bn
came to us and preached one sermo

urday evening. Brethren John Stafford and

James Barton labored for us on Sunday. Aft'

cr services three precious souls, young ir

years, came forward for bapti~~~

the

alci! I"nr n

(tended

I large crowd of people, supposed by some

10 number five hundred. The doctrine is new

;o some. Here is a good place to build up a

arge congregation, as the most of ihe people

it ihis place belong to no church, Brethren,

emember this p'acc

vest of Butler.

Just one word about the Gospel IV

3BR. I thiDk it ought to be in every

II the Brotherhood. It would build

,kc us stronger in the Lord.

John H. To
Newvitle, Ind., June 0,

From Aleyersdale, Pa.

Ws have just closed a glorious series of

meetings. Uro. Joseph Long, of York, Pa.,

began preaching May 22. On Saturday, May

29, the day of our love feast, there were twen-

ty baptized. The meetings continued until

Wednesday, June 2, when twenty-nine more

made application and were baptized. Two
were reclaimed, and several others wanted

to come but were kept back by husbands

and parents. Bro. Long held forth the Truth

with earnestness and sincerity. We rejoice

to see so many coming to the Lord, in the

days of their youth, seeking first the kingdom

of heaven. Some of the younger ones were

restrained by their parents but they insisted

until they were permitted to come. They

seemed to understand the work and to be as

earnest as many of the members. The breth-

ren and sisters should look especially after

the lambs of the fold. They should encourage

them, and nourish them with spiritual food.

In that way our church would soon become

much stronger, both in numbers and spiritual

strength, The most of these forty-nine were

our Sunday school scholars. I, C. Johnson.

June 4.

The Sunday school wo
eastern District of Kansas

church, as per previou

29 and 30. A very pi

profitable meeting in

Brethren's Sunday schools

enjoyed by those

of McPherson, w;

valuable assistai

to be held Sept,

cided upon by ;

Any church in

meeting, will pleas

Centropolis, Kans,,

elected for the ensui

Moderator; S. B. K;

of the Nortb-

n the Topeka

think,

of the

the District was

present. Bro. C. E. Arnold,

present and rendered much
:, The next meeting is

. The place is to be de-

he District, wishing the

! apply to James Kinzie,

before July 10. Officers

ig year are I. L. Hoover,

therman, Assistant Mod-
erator; T. A. Eisenbise, Secretary; J. W.
Mosier, Assistant Secretary; Henry Ward,
Treasurer. A good way for our Brethren to

form an opinion, as to the value of these

meetings, would be to attend one

T. A. ElSENMSB.

From Chicago, Ohio.

The members of the Seneca church held

their spring Communion at the home of broth-

er and sister Snavely, May 29. While the

weather was cool and threatening, a most en-

joyable feast was had. Five visiting brethren,

besides lay members from adjoining churches,

were with us. Bro. A.I Heistand.of Woos-
ter, officiated. Our aged mother, though past

eighty years, was permitted to meet with us

once more. The Spirit of the Lord seemed
to pervade the meeting throughout.

An aged and afflicted brother was anointed

at the close of the Sunday morning meeting,

in the presence of the whole audience,—

a

scene which many present never witnessed

before. A solemn stillness pervaded during
the ceremony. Meeting was held at the meet-
inghouse, close by. On Sunday evening the

house was well filled, Good order prevailed

throughout the whole meeting. Five

added to the church by confession and bap-

tism, four of Bro. Snavely's family, and

own little daughter, ranging in age f

eleven to twenty-one years. On last Sunday

morning a Bible class was started for a mor
careful study of the Word.

A. B. Beeluan.
7'"" ? ,-

From the Lafayette Church, Ohio.

The members at this place are greatly en

couraged with their Sunday school this sum

mer. We think we are having one of tb

most interesting schools in the country

While it is not large, yet we have good work-

ers. Our Superintendent, Bro. J. P . B
is punctual, studies the school and tri

have something for all to do. He as

persons, cities, etc., to different ones and they

are expected to give a history of such, at the

opening of the school the following Sunday
These characters are found mainly in the

lesson, and prove to be very interesting and

A few weeks ago wc decided to set a time

to lake up a collection for the sufferers in

India. As a result 57.38 was donated to re-

lieverthe needy ones in India. We enclose

the donation at this writing. May the Lord

bless us and help us, one and all, to show our

works by our faith! May many other schools

cast in their mite for the good work!

G. A. Snider.
Harrod, Ohio.

Ready for the Field.

iall so do under divine grace, not so much
try to drive out darkness as to be helpful

others, to open the doors and windows of

eir souls, and let the light of Jesus in, which

ill dispel ignorance or darkness. Not to

rect Christ, but to seek to have him direct

;, and we to yield ourselves to him.

The three weeks' Bible course can be taken

f any one, and embraces "the life of Jesus,"

i given in the four Gospels. With the maps
and charts which will be used, and an espe-

lly-prepared course, in harmony with the

teachings of our Brotherhood, any congrega-

n ought to be able to go up a little higher

the ladder of Divine grace, and win souls

jur blessed Lord.

Trusting that by Sept. 1 next, all things will

be ready to enter into the work, I may be ad-

dressed until Aug. 1, at 620 South Sichel St-,

Los Angeles, Cal. M. M. Eshelman.

From Davenport, Okla. T.

By request we began preaching at a point in

e west part of the Oak Grove church, May
30, but, on account of rain and the very busy

we had but three meetings. As the doc-

of the Brethren is not understood at this

point, we were requested to preach on the

Woman's Covering when Praying or Proph-
esying," "Trine Immersion," "Free Moral
Agency of Man," and the "Witness of the

Spit

>tbev

Inn iouls led

and "buried with Christ by bap-
The applicants were a Metbodist min-
ld four of his members, Two others

have made application and several others are

riously counting the cost.

During these meetings we have been made
lament that our Annual Conference has not

ade a final disposition of the "divorce ques-

yn" among us. One applicant had to be re-

jected on account of this, for the present. Let
all pray that the committee, on this very

important question, may come to a satisfactory

conclusion! Jas. A. Stouder.

A Trip to Arkansas.

Ha beei

Logan County, Arkan
and friends, living ther

10, for said point. Arr

made for preaching, wi

to preach the Word to

As:

sily solicited to go to

as, by a few members
, we left our home May
ingements having been

tried, in our weakness,

1 crowded house of at-

1 immediate result one

was bapti/ed, but at the last meeting two n

made application, and will be baptized

Sunday, June 6, by Bro. F. H. Bradley, who

After seeing the great need of more labo:

in the South, we decided on locating at

above-named point about Nov. 1. With m;

regrets will we leave the Maple Grove church

to go to our new field of labor, where 1

work is to be done for the Lord. We found

the people of the South intelligent, and
iously desiring to have the Word of God
preached to them in its purity.

As we go to the South, to labor for the Lord

may the prayers of God's children ascend to a

Throne of Grace in our behalf! No one, but

those who have passed under the rod of aftli

tion, as we have, can realize what it means
part with our best earthly friend,—the wi

who has ever been a help to us. J. E. Crist.

Gardner, Kans., Jjine ./,

Eld. J. C Seikert having moved to North

Dakota, left this church without elder or min-

ister, but at the council before he left, the

church, by a unanimous vote, placed herself

under the care of Eld. H. R. Taylor, of Deep
River, Iowa.

May 22 Eld. H. R. Taylor met with this

church in council. Considerable business

came before the meeting but was disposed of

satisfactory to all present. The church de-

cided to procure the services of Bro. C. M.
Brower, of South English, Iowa, to keep up

regular appointments at this place.

The Secretary having moved away, the

writer was elected Secretary and Treasurer

of the church. Sister Lottie Colwell was
elected solicitor for the country and Bro. Will

D. Lichty, of Iowa City, solicitor for the city.

The church decided to hold their love feast

Brethren and s'sters of adjoining congrega-

>ns, do not forget this little band, and cheer

i by your presence on our love feast occa-

m. Bro. Taylor is to commence a series of

eelings near Le Mars, Iowa,_June 5, where
Bro. D. A. Miller is presiding elder.

Lone Tree, Iowa.
Til

-MATRIMONIAL-

CLARK—HEASTON.—At the home of Bro.

and Sister Lewis Heaston, near Holmesville,

Nebr., May 26, 1897, by the undersigned, Bro.

Bert O. Clark, of Missouri, and Sister Anna M.
Heaston. J. E, Young.

DIVINE—BERKEY.—At the residence of

the bride's parents, Bro, Hiram J. Berkey's, St.

tins, Mo., June 6, 1897, by the undersigned,

F. M. Divine and Miss Eoline Berkey, all

organ County, Mo. W. W. Holsopple,

.. FALLEN * ASLEEP ...

HAWBAKER,— In the Dallas Centre con-

gregation, Iowa, May 28, 1897, Anna L. (Weber)
Hawbaker, wife of friend Harvey Hawbaker,
and daughter of Brother and Sister Fred
Weber, aged 20 years, 9 months and 15 days.

She leaves an infant child, A very large con-

gregation listened to remarks suitable to the

ision, from Job 14: 14. by Bro. M. Sisler.

was married less than one year ago, so it

truthfully be said of her, " Her sun is gone
down while it was yet day." Jer. 15: 9,

Geo. B. Roybr,

ECKER,— In the Monocacy church, Md.,

May 12, 1897, Bro. Reuben Ecker, aged 75

ars and 17 days. Funeral services by the

e writer and Bro. D. R. Saylor.

T. J. Kor.B.

MEYERS—In the Middle Creek congrega-

)n, Pa., May 30, 1897, Sister Emma Jane

Meyers, daughter of Bro. Joseph and Sister

:rs, aged 13 years, 8 months and 13 days,

r Emma united with the church .when

n years of age. She was an obedient

child and a model young sister. Her remains

were interred in the Brethren's cemetery at

Pleasant Hill. Funeral services by the writer

and Eld, Josiab Beegbly, from John 11: 28,

Silas Hoovbb.

McMULLEN.-At his home, in Harlar,

Shelby Co., Iowa, May 17, 1897, friend David
McMullen, aged 77 years, 7 months and 2

days. Deceased was born in Montgomery
County, Ohio, Sept. 18, 1819, and moved to

Shelby County, Iowa, in an early day. Early
in the winter he fell, breaking his left limb
near the hip, from which he suffered greatly

A few weeks before his death he was able to

sit up, but, on account of old age, did not gain

strength. He leaves a kind, loving Christian

companion, one son and three daughters. Fu.
neral services at the house, by Bro. Joseph
Myers from Job 14: 14. Julia Strohm.

SHOCK.—In the Tippecanoe church, Kosci-

usko Co., Ind., May 26, 1897, Elizabeth Shock
{nee Freece), aged about 76 years. She was
born in Germany. She was the wife of Bro,

Adam Shock, who preceded her to the land nf

spirits about five years. She was a consistent

member of the church for many years, and

died in the triumphs of faith. Shortly before

she died she called for the elders of the church

vas anointed in the name of the Lord.

Dan -Rot

SHIPLEY.— In the Anderson church, Mad-
on Co., Ind., May 31, 1897, Sarah A. Shipley,

aged 63 years, 4 months and 5 days. She was

sistcnt member of the Brethren church

for twenty two years. Her husband and five

children preceded her to the spirit world.

Funeral services were conducted by the writ-

from 2 Cor. 5: 1. J. R. Wellington.

RICE.—In the Monocacy church, Md„ at

the Mountaindale mission point. May 15, 189;,

Rosa Bell Rice, aged 13 years, 4 months and 1

day. Deceased was the daughter of Brother

id Sister fsaiah Rice. Funeral services by

,e writer, assisted by Dr. P. D, Fahrney.

T. J. Kolb.

SWINEHART.—In the Mohican congrega-

on, Wayne Co., Ohio, May 27, 1897, Sister

Barbara Swinehart, wife of Bro. Ephraim
Swinehart, aged 76 years, 11 months and 11

days. She was the mother of nine children,

o of whom preceded her to the spirit world.

ineral conducted by Bro. Wm. Dessenberg,

Ashland, Ohio. J. W. Budd.

UHL.—In

Ohio, Feb. 21

Uhl, aged 72

ceased leave

KENDLE.
Berlin, Ohio,

Kendle, aged

the Bunker Hill church, Berlin,

, 1897, of lung fever, Bro. George

years, 8 months and 5 days, De-

i a wife, two children, one brother

ers to mourn their loss. Bro.

anointed a few days before his

ces at the Bunker Hill church,

simer, of Wayne County, officiat-

Ida E. Yoder.

— In the Bunker Hill church,

May 16, 18c

23 years, 9^m

wife of Bro.

v weeks befo

es were held

, Sister Wilda E.

nths and 16 days.

Emanuel Kendle.

her death. The
the M. E. church

Berlin. Bro. Josiah Hochstetler officiated.

Ida E, Yoder,

PRINTZ.—At White Cottage, Ohio, May
30, 1897, Elizabeth Printz, aged 80 years and 9

s. Deceased was born in Virginia, She

edded to Payton Printz eighteen years

ago, and was to him a devoted companion un-

til his death a few years ago. She was a

member of the Disciple church. Funeral

rvices by the writer. Quincv Leckrone.

POAGE.—Near Cosby, Andrew Co., Mo.,

May 28, 1897, of old age, John Poage, aged 80

years and 10 months, Deceased was born

Cave Spring, Roanoke Co., Va. He was

ed to Mary Ann Shelor, of Floyd County,

State, Nov. 12, 1839. This union was

blessed with six children, two of whom pre-

ceded him to the spirit land. He never united

with any church, but was always a kind hus-

band and father. A, M. POAGE.

KELTNER.—At Olive Branch, Boone Co.,

iwa, May 5, 1897, of stomach trouble, Bro.

Morgan Keltner, aged 85 years, 7 months and

. days. Bro. Keltner united with the Brethren

.bout th'rteen years ago and lived an exem-

ilary Christian life. He was a kind father

and husband. Funeral services by Mr. Will-

ams, of the Christian church of Ames. "Ver-

ly the sheaves are being gathered,"

M. J. SPOHN.

GIBSON.— In the Turkey Creek church,

Ind., April 19, 1897, Levi Elias, son of friend

James and Mrs. Gibson, aged 10 months and

13 days. Funeral services by the undersigned,

from Luke 18: 17, Danibl Wysong.
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The Doctrine of the Brethren Defended.

We are admonished by the apostle to give a

reason to every man of the hope that is in us,

Often we are interrogated upon points of

church doctrine on which we cannot give the
iesired information, and would be gU
know just where to get it. "The Doctrine of

the Brethren Defended " contains a com
exposition of the Faith and Practice of the
Brethren, the Divinity of the Holy Spirit, Im-
mersion, Feet-washing, the Lord's Supper, the
Holy Kiss, Non-conformity, Secret Societ
etc. Price, per copy, cloth binding, $1.25
ministers, $1.00. Address this office for further
particulars concerning terms to agents.

CHE GOSPEL MESSEOSTO-EK,.

B. L. CARTER, Girard, 111.

Dry Goods, Shoes, Etc

Do You Sing?
If so, have you examined the Brethren Sun-

day School Song Book? It is a well-arranged
and carefully-selected collection of songs suita-

ble for the Sunday School, Prayer Meeting or

Thousands of them have been sold, and to

introduce the book this offer is made to Sun-
day School Superintendents and Choristers.

Order a copy, either round or shaped notes,

accompanied with 35 cents, the retail price,

and we will send the book and a coupon good
for 35 cents on the first dozen books or-

dered at the regular price, S3.60 per dozen pre-

paid. Address:

Brethren Publishing House.

Baltimore City Church.

Well Pleased with the
Song Book.

For 35 cents we will senil a copy of the abovt
named book and a coupon for same amount
which will be accepted for 35 cents on first or
der of 12 or more books at $3.60 per dozen pre
paid. Address:

Brethren Publishing House,
Mt. Morris, III

...MONEY IS SCARCE...
Yet Sunday School Teachers, and others,

in need of a good Bible for

Practical Use,

...BUT...

A GOOD TEACHER'S BIBLE

Doctrinal Outlines

Is a book of 77 closely-printed pages that is

growing in favor wherever it is known. It is a
work for ministers, Sunday school workers and
others, containing outlines on the following:

Historical, Doctrinal, Missionary, Secret Soci-
eties, Homiletics, Revivals, The Sunday School
The Home.

It is highly prized in Smyrna. (See page 41
of Messenger.) Order soon, as the number
°n hand is limited. Price, paper cover 15
cents; cloth, 25 cents, prepaid.

Brethren Publishing House,
Mt. Morris. Ill

cN-IidimhI.Our No. 14.

Self-pronoi

ginal reference, Bour-
geois (large) type, divin-

ity circuit as per illus-

tration, leather bound
and linen lined to the

edge, Oxford Concord-

and Helps, with-

out the illustrations that

make so many books

cumbersome, gold edges
and side title, publishers' price, S4.00, which we
will send prepaid to any express office

.FOR $2.05.

New Brethren Colony,

MOUNT MORRIS,
Morrison County, Minnesota.

Ifo Free Lands but the Best Lands in

Minnesota at Low Prices and
on Easy Terms I

climate and locality u

Our Publications.

Children at Work—Weekly; welL-iUnstra.
:d; contains the Sunday school lesson, wit*i
uplanatiou, etc., adapted to the understanding

of small children. No better publication can
be found for the little boys and girls of oni
Sunday schools.

The following is the list of the periodicals,
Snnday School Helps, etc.

The Oojipel Messenger.- A large, religious
weekly,—published in the interest of the Breth-
reu or German Baptist church and their only
recognized rhurch organ. Price, $1.50 per

The Young Dlectple.-An illustrated week,
ly for the young. This is one of the most in-

teresting Sunday school papers published, and
should be used in all the schools within reach
of our people.

Brethren's Family Almanac—Every fam-
ily should have this Almanac; complete in ev-

1 '"— per copy, 10 cents; special

ergctic agents,

Brethren 1

! Quarterly.—Prepared for all ad-
vanced classes. It contains the lesson texls

:omplete explanation of the lesson
throughout. In preparing this quart:rly we
keep constantly in view the needs o! the
Brotherhood, and aim to fully adapt It to their

Slnglei ' i-ii.ii in.
• • • JS c

,„!„. -IKc

Juvenile Quarterly.—Prepared especially
for the intermediate classes. This is one of the

:st, and best illustrated quarterlies pub-
lished. The pictures are selected with great

and every lesson Is illustrated. The little

folks are delighted with It.

ilDBian. crlptlui

Sunday School Suppllei We keep any
thing that is used in Sunday school work,
Write us for prices on goods not adver-
tised here.

ervice for the money.

Address your orders

WWe call special

Passed facilities In procuring for oar readers
any book published, at especially low prices.
!d ordering booki always give title of book,
uthoi and publisher.

Classified Minutes of Annual Meeting.

Not all the members of our church hav
that perfect knowledge of our principles, that

desirable. Others there are who are

acquainted with the church as it exists, but

who would like to know something of her past

history, as regards her gradual growth and de-

elopment. In fact, all who are interested in

the welfare of the church, that is so dear to all

of us, should have access to a complete com-
on, such as is found in the "Classified

Minutes of Annual Meeting," with the appen-
dix, containing the Minutes up to the year

1892, We sell this work at only $1.50 for cloth

binding. Be sure to send for a copy while the

supply Is still on hand. Those who have the

oldtditio* of the "Classified Minutes, " can
hare the "Appendix" in separate binding for

only || coats, Add rill this office.

Homcseekers' Excursions via

Santa Fe Route.

James T. Quinlan,

SHIPPING & COMMISSION MERCHANT
305 S. Charles St., Baltimore, Md.

Teeter's Commentary

The prices on this popular and re-

liable Commentary have now been re-

duced to the following:

Cloth Binding, two volumes, • 84.00.

Half Leather, two volumes, - - 4.50.

Half Morocco, two volumes, - - 5,00.

Address; Bbbthbbn Publishing Housi,
Ml, Morrli, 111

S**4 for Spidai Pricu t9 Agtntl,

Sunday School Reward Carda Our stock
of cards is large and presents a variety

in styles and prices so as to please all.

Please send us a trial order and be con-

U15 KO»r D "«"•'• r (In

•»1 S'm'b'oM:;tj; ".',"".
.Si::::::

Z EmM»VB '«"
'raa'Vtowm,

a £c£o

liesxiex,. .

n!x5X,. . . .

», u» DXUJK,

.

03KI6K.. .

HSX Uodi

»,»»".
* " """'

»p» ind •MUtx,. . .1

Borlplnre T
B PAOKi

' *° °*BM '

Other Nelpi.—We are prepared to furnish

Bible Dictionaries, Commentaries, Maps, and
Bibles of every description, Always write as

before ordering elsewhere,

When ordering cards be sure to give nam*
ber and price as well as the name, so thai ther*

may be ao mistake,
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A GRAND SUCCESS!

...THE FOURTH...

Great Northern Excursion!

NORTH DAKOTA.

The Fourth Annual Excursion of H
seekers In North Dakota under the auspic

the Great Northern Railway left Chicago

March 30th, and by accessions on leaving St.

Paul, the party numbered 1.457- This was

the largest train of actual settlers ever moved

at one time by any railway in the world.

The excursion of 1896 numbered 1,000; the

excursion of 1895 numbered over 450; the ex-

cursion of i8(>4 numbered over 300. Each year

the number has increased, indicating the gen-

eral satisfaction of the Brethren with North

Dakota, as there are now settlements at seven-

teen different points along the Great Northern

Railway.

During the Spring and Summer of 1897 it is

the purpose of the undersigned to send small

parties of st-'ttlers to that State who desire to

pick out free government homesteads or to

buy farms on the crop payment plan. Persons

who wish to join these parties, or want informa-

tion about North Dakota, are invited to write

for publications and full particulars.

MAX BASS,

3 South Clark St. Chicago, III,

DOS PALOS COLONY,
CALIFORNIA.

JUNIATA BIBLE LECTURES,

FARMING

LANDS

PPdiPiG LfllldS "North Dnkot
a

a

nd

Yl]ii:'\Ls,-"'<>N mtsoo i'.i'ni
-.-'

Lands will never he cheaper than
noirlJ

FREE HOMESTEADS

V Bit th leuuttful KENMARE and
Hi) \ i;i:u,s , near the "Des
Lin 1" La. in Wan County, opener.

id entr. , July 27, MOB.
The sc fun a inn, is ire fully equal to

not "c<

tier, Rolette and
Jn Nor. 1st, 1896,

< thu ,„, 1, ,,,,,,

ink j« uea r Kenmare i ud Bon-bells.

...Land Department...

Northern Pacific Railway Co.

In Central North Dakota

FREE Government Land, Crop Payment
Land, Railroad Land, at $3 to $5 per

Acre, on Ten Years' Time,
Interest, 6 per cent.

BRETHR^

half fares fi^rr™:

Go to California
IN JULY!

Won't It be too Hot There ?

What Is the Occasion ?

How Shall I (io?

GEO. C. CHAMBERS,

Peoria, III.

Europe and Bible Lands.

Not all can go to foreign lands and see for

themselves the many interesting sights pre-

ted to the observant traveler. Many have
ber time nor means to spend in that direc-

1, and yet they would like to know some-
thing about the world at large. To such we
recommend " Europe and Bible Lands."
With those who are interested in Bible study
this work will always remain a favorite.

Those who have read the ordinary book of

travel will be surprised to find "Europe and
Bible Lauds" of thrilling interest for both old
and young. Those who have not yet secured a
copy of the work should embrace this opportu-
nity of securing it. Price, in fine cloth binding,
only $1,25 per copy, post-paid. To agents who
are prepared to push an active canvass of the
work, we are willing to give special induce
ments. Address this office lor further partlcn-

Wells, Foster and
...Eddy Counties

Numerous Public Schools, Healthy Clin

Good Water, obtainable at from 18 to $
feet, black-loam Soil with clay Sub-

soil, Railroad Competition.

, Germnn Baptist Church at Carrlngtor

with a Nice Churchhouse
Free of Debt.

C. W. MOTT,
General Emlg

WM. H. PHIPPS,

MY NEW METHOD FREE!

The Cyclone Dust Collector

REPORT

ANNUAL MEETING

!

The last Annual Meeting being

exceedingly interesting, by reason

of the many important topics dis-

;ed, all our members should

have a copy of the Report. Send

your order to-day ! Price, 25 ets.

per copy, or $2.50 per dozen.

Address this office.

June 19, i89?1

Teeter's Commentary.

You shou.d, by all means, have the
New Testament Commentary, because

1. It is non-sectarian.

2. It is brief and to the point.

3. No effort is made to evade the sense of a

single text, however unpopular.

4. It is Impartial in its explanation of all

texts, whether doctrinal, practical, or historical

6. More actual knowledge may be gained in

given time of its study, than of others, bc-

ause of its close .idhereucu In ihe text.

Seven helps are usually found on each
e to get at the truth, via.,

(1) The Authorized (or common) Version of

the New Testament,

(2) The Revised Version of the New Testa-

(3) The usual marginal references of Ihe Au-

thorized Version following each verse.

(4) The best marginal readings of the Au-
thorized Version.

(5) The marginal readings of the Revised
Version.

(6) The explanatory notes on the text.

(7) The references in the notes, (a) to other

notes, directly on the subject or in comparison
with it; (Z>) to other texts, directly on the sub-

ject c /ithi

It Is a safe book to have in a family of

children, because (i) it will lead them into the

truth, and (2) keep them out of religious error.

The small price asked for it is as nothing

compared with the great good that may be had
from a diligent study of it by all classes of per-

(1) It will impress the unconverted to

heed the bidding of Christ, "Come unto me,"

(2) It will equip the Christian to "give a

n of the hope that is in " him. (3) It will

aid the Sunday school worker in the study of

his New Testament lesson. (4) It will furnish

ninister with many subjects among the

, sufficiently expanded for the ground-

work of sermons, directly in line with the sens?

of the place and text.

The work Is in two large volumes, Tii*

print Is excellent and the binding the rerj

best.

Bound in cloth, per set, - - - ta. 00
Bound in half leather, - - - a t

Bound in morocco, ....
5 „

1 receipt of price the two volumes will be
prepaid to any part of the United States.

Good terms to agents desiring to canvass -for

the work. Address:

Brethren Publishing Hcush,
Mount Morris. Til

Nebraska
In the distri

1
where crops

, there are many prosperous Dun-
ker Brethren, and there is still

Nebraska offers excellent

opportunities for farm renters of the East
to get homes where good land can be

able price, in the healthi-

: and best society. More than

forty settlements of Brethren in the

State! Write for information to A. M.
T. Miller, Pickrell, Nebr.; or

P. S. Eustis,
i.Ageuto.B.Ati.K. K„

Chicago, III.

Do You Want Fine Stock?

D. KOWLAND,
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There is a call for preaching at De Kalb, 111

Any of our ministers, prepared to give this call at-

tention, may address Mrs. N. E. Minnick for fur-

ther information.

Bbo Martin Neher, McCune, Kans., who is

in his eighty-sixth year, writes us that his health is

good, and that he reads and writes without the

of glasses. He says that he greatly enjoys the

Bro. Geo. W. Cripe, of Cerro Gordo, 111., thinks

that all of those who did not attend the late C
ference, should read the Full Report. We predict

that they will find it exceedingly interesting and al-

so instructive. Price, 25 cents, or 82.50 per dozen.

Please order early, as it will be ready for the press

by the time this paper reaches our readers.

It is estimated that our people left ten thousand

dollars in Frederick City, Md., during the Confcr-

A very severe earthquake recently visited India,

causing widespread destruction of property, and a

great loss of life. Terrible reports are coming in

from some sections of the country. Many cities

have been leveled to the ground, and great chasms

have been formed in the earth. At one place the

railroad seems to have vanished. Neither the loss

of life nor property can yet be estimated. No dam-
age is reported in the parts of India where our mis-

sionaries are located.

tAST Sunday evening we had a very enjoyable

love feast at the Old People's Home, at this place.

This was intended principally for the inmates, and

others, not able to attend the services at the Silver

Creek house. There were twenty-two communi-

cants at the table, and the services throughout were

both impressive and suggestive. The aged mem-
bers, who are making this their home, greatly en-

joyed the feast, and it will doubtless be the means of

strengthening them spiritually. It is also pleasant

to attend such gatherings, especially in well-regu-

lated Homes, set apart for the care and comfort of

the Lord's poor.

While the press has had much to say concerning

the famine in India, it is not generally known that

we had one much nearer home, and one that might

have resulted in a considerable loss of life, had not

ample assistance been rendered. The famine re-

fened to embraced about thirteen Counties in the

northern part of Louisiana. The drouth began the

middle of the summer of 1896, and there was no

rain for seven months. The State took the matter

in hand, maintaining that she was prepared to take

care of her own suffering, and thus succeeded in

rendering all necessary assistance. About £300,000

was expended in this way. Nearly one million

bushels of grain were shipped to the needy, and, so

far as can be learned, not one person died for the

want of food. Much of the supplies were sold to

the people at reduced rates, it being thought better

to thus deal with them than to give them what they

needed right out. The State is to be commended
for her promptness in looking after those suffering

within her borders.

At the close of a quiet, peaceful Lord's Day in

early June, I stood on a tomb-crowned hilltop in

solitude among the dead. The last sleeping place

was redolent with the perfume of rose, honeysuckle

and jasmine. The sun kissed the mountain-tops,

and blossom and leaf danced in the soft zephyi

which swept gently over the "city of the dead.'

In the valley below the blue river flowed noiseless-

ly onward to lose its water, unselfishly, in the great

ocean. On the banks of the stream, with church

spires towering far above the geeen of maple ant

oak, stood, surpassingly beautiful for situation, th

embowered city of the living. Lingering by thi

side of a grave, smothered in a wealth of blooming

roses and sweet-scented honeysuckles, there c

to me a vision of the life that once animated the

form, now so quietly and peacefully resting in thi

shadow of the tomb, And, behold, I saw a nobli

life, great in achievement for God and the church;

a life given for humanity's sake to the humble and

lowly; a life crowned with ripened years and the

love and esteem of all who knew it best; a life of

constant endeavor for the advancement of all that

was good, and true, and beautiful; a life with sym-

pathy and love as broad as the human race; a life

of such marked piety, of such holy influence, of such

purity of thought and purpose that it was at once

an example and a blessing to all who came in con-

tact with it. Putting aside with reverent hand the

ivy and the honeysuckle, with bowed head I read

on the marble block,

ELDER JAMES QUINTER,

May 19, 1888,

Aged Seventy-Two Years,

Last week a cold wave swept over the Southeast-

n part of Idaho, and at one point snow fell to the
depth of three inches. This was quite a contrast to

that experienced in Northern Illinois, when, for a

few days, the temperature was so high that both

,n and beast suffered greatly with heat. It is al-

reported that hot winds passed over portions of

the West, doing great damage to the small grain in

some sections of the country. The corn, being in a

splendid condition, seems not to have been serious-

ly affected.

Our love feast, at the Silver Creek house, oc-

curred last Saturday evening. Two things were

very noticeable. Every part of the large house

was occupied with tables, and not one visiting min-

ister was present. The ministers of the churches

in Northern Illinois will please make a note of

this. We had a most excellent feast. It was in-

tensely spiritual throughout, Bro. U. E. Price

officiated. At the close of the well-attended

services the next day, one was received into the

church by confession and baptism. At the morn-

ing service Bro. Samuel Murray, who is now mak-
ing his home here, preached.

There is a halt in the peace negotiations be-

tween Greece and Turkey, or rather between Tur-

key and what has become to be known as the

" Powers." Turkey not only demands a large in-

demnity for her trouble in waging a short war

with Greece, but she insists upon having Thessaly.

To the latter the Powers most seriously object,

especially Russia, England and France. Ger-

many seems to have lost her better judgment

in this complication and is encouraging Tur-

key more than may be for her good in the

future. Just how long this hitch may continue

it is hardly possible to determine, but Turkey

seems to be in no hurry. Her army is in posses-

sion of Thessaly, her subjects can reap at least a

part of the harvest, and she thinks that she is not

only making Greece feel her defeat more keenly,

but that she is proving to the world that the

strength of her arms is a matter worthy of some

consideration, The outcome is being watched

with interest,

About 2,500 miles southwest of San Francisco are

the Hawaiian Islands, concerning which so much has

been written during the last few years Repeated

efforts have been made to aunex these islands to

the United States, and over four years ago it came

near being accomplished. Last week the President

sent to the Senate a treaty recommending the an-

nexation of Hawaii. Should the treaty receive the

approval of two-thirds of the Senate, then the bor-

ders of our country will be extended over 2,000

miles to the West. We are not prepared to say

whether the acquisition of these islands will be to

the interest of the United States, but it is certain

that it will be the making of Hawaii. The islands

are not large, probably not larger than a few Coun-

ties in some of the Middle States, but they are said

to he very fertile, while the climate is delightful.

There is quite a mixed population, most of them

being Japanese, Chinamen and natives. The Euro-

pean population is small, but they own the greater

portion of the property, and constitute the ruling

powr. To govern this mixed population aright

will be no easy task for our Government. Mission-

aries have already done a good work among the na-

tives, and, should the annexation be consummated,

they wilt have increased opportunities for extending

their usefulness,
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ludv to show thyself n

ALL MINE OWN.

I thank th*e, Lord, for thy great gifts to me;

For In! this spacious world is all mine own,

—

Not that I hold its vast estates in fee,

Its power, its wealth unknown.

Rut all is mine by a far larger right.

—

The temples, palaces, thrones: mine the delight,

While others" is the care.

Mine are the fields of grain, the meadows' blooms,

The vineyards where the purple clusters cling;

And mine the far-sequestered woodland blooms

Where nightingales do sing.

The fairy lands of sleep are mine, and mine

Lost Edens, fabled amaranthine vales,

And suns through circumambient night that shine

On, on when fancy fails!

For me the birds their mellow notes outpour,

And night-winds voice their organ-tones; the sea

Uplifts austere upon the wave-worn shore

lis plangent throne for me.

Light heart is mine, light foot and slumbers light.

And glimpse of light beyond the future's gate;

While munarchs whom accusing crimes affright

Death's dreadful summons wait.

Then not for one sole day at autumn's leave.

To thee I'd bring my gratitude and pjaise,

Hut from the year's brave prime, both morn and eve,

Until its parting days.
—Henry J, route Stockard.

CHARACTER BUILD1NQ.

The one great object of our life should be the

building of Christian character. We can not begin

too early in life, as our usefulness in the world and

in the church depends largely upon our traits of

character,—much more so than upon our intellect-

ual ability, however great or desirable these may be.

No one has a temper naturally so good but what

it needs cultivating. No one has so bad a temper,

but what, by proper care, it can be controlled.

Hence the necessity of beginning early in life to

cultivate our temper and mould our character. As
our building will be for time and eternity, promi-

nent among other traits of Christian character we
should cultivate that trait that would cause us to

have due respect for the feelings of others. To do

this we need not compromise our Christian princi-

ples, but we should be willing to sacrifice our own
feelings for the feelings of others, remembering the

apostolic injunction, " Let each esteem other bet-

ter than themselves."

It is a bad trait in our character that will cause

us to persist in having our own way, regardless of

the feelings of others. Never conclude that, be-

cause everybody does not think, act, and talk as

we do, they are willfully ignorant or dishonest. It

is a poor trait in our character that will cause us to

discard every other theory but our own. No
matter how good our theory may be, if we have

this trait in our character, we are bordering very

It is not a good trait in our character that will

cause us to think nobody else can do anything

quite as good as we. Many parents have done in-

justice to their children by this trait of character.

Sunday schools, prayer meetings, singing schools,

council-meetings, preaching services, District Meet-

ings and Annual Meetings have been injured by
this trait of character. " My brethren, think on
these things."

One among the worst traits of our character is

setting up oar opinion of right or wrong against

the "judgment" of the church. It certainly would
be " presumptuous " on our part. Submissiveness

is one of the desirable traits of a Christian charac-

ter that we should all strive to attain, for, of all

traits, the one least desirable is "insubordination."

With our hearts filled with the love of God, and
the inspiration of the " Spirit," we are equipped
with the essentials necessary in building Christian

character.

Some of the traits of a Christian character, that

are desirable, are cheerfulness and hopefulness.

We should always look for some good trait in our

brethren and sisters, and make mention of it to

others. We are most likely to find the thing we

are looking for, and are naturally inclined to talk

about what we find. For this reason, if no other,

never look for the faults of others. We. are not

nearly so apt to notice them if we are not specially

looking for them.

Another very desirable trait, the one prominent

in David's character, is, " I am the man that has

sinned." If it was not the fault of the preachers,

elders, deacons, or somebody else, let us be free to

say so. The apostle says, " Covet earnestly the

best gifts," Certainly there is no wrong to covet

the traits of a Christian character. Let me suggest

that we make it individually practical as a life-

work, to speak about the good traits of others.

COUNCIL-MEETINGS.

i BfiRKEYBILl

Why is it that only a few of the members attend

council-meetings? Such meetings should be at-

tended by every member in the congregation. Ev-

erything, within reason, should be done to make
these meetings desirable, enjoyable, and profitable.

They should be opened promptly on time, so as to

forcibly impress the members with the idea of

promptness. If the meeting is appointed to com
mence at ten o'clock, the members have a right to

expect the service to commence at that time.

The spirit of the meeting ought to be guarded

with uncommon care. The spirit of kindness

should pervade every part of the meeting.

In no instance should the elder lose his temper

and speak harshly or unbecomingly to any of the

sheep of his flock. The business of the meeting

should be conducted in a manner that will en-

able each member in the house to understand it.

At these meetings the elders will greatly

strengthen the cause by delivering a short, well-

prepared address on the various parts of church

government and official duties.

here might be talks on the prayer-covering,

ring of jewelry, plain dressing, honest dealing,

ful conversation, care of young members, warn-

ing against attending places of amusement, and a

ore of other good subjects. Thus conducted

uncil-meetings would become the source of much
luable information to the members, and would be

looked forward to with pleasure. In fact, we
ght to make these meetings as pleasant as possi-

ble.

Council-meetings that always leave behind them
thing but sadness are indeed very unfortunate

transactions for the church.

e offer these suggestions, believing that, if

heeded, they may aid in making our council-meet-

gs more profitable to the church, so that more
embers will attend them.

Rumtnel, Pa,

SOUND DOCTRINE.

There were things in Paul's day that were con-

trary to sound doctrine. The same or similar

things exist to-day. Paul enumerates a number of

things, 1 Tim. I: 9, 10, that are gross sins, and infers

that other things exist, not in harmony with Chris-

tian principles. All know that a murderer, profane

, a liar, or perjurer, are not Christians, and their

acts not directed by the principles of sound doc-

:. There are little misdoings, however, which

often go by apparently unnoticed, that are contrary

to sound doctrine. We need not enumerate them,

but we will look at the cause.

1. We may say it is because all in the church are

not sound in the faith, hence give heed to unsound

doctrine, and doctrines of devils, being led away by

those having seducing spirits. See I Tim. 4: 1.

" Faith," Paul says, " comes by hearing." Rom.
10: 17. Hence those not sound in faith may not

have heard aright, and who is to blame? The

teacher undoubtedly. We can see by this why Paul
should specify, in particular, the kind of men who
should have the oversight of the church. " That he
may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and
to convince the gainsayers." Titus 1: 9.

Another reason why some are not sound in the

faith is, because when the Word is spoken. " it is

not mixed with faith in them who hear it." Men
often put too little estimate upon the Word, and
pass it by carelessly, forgetting that the Word of

God is " the power of God unto salvation to all who
believe."

2 Unsound doctrine is, and has ever been, one of

Satan's means of causing man's fall. He put the

little "not" into the mind of Eve in the garden,

and caused her fall. He will do the same to day,

when possible. Christ says, " He that believeth

and is baptized, shall be saved." Some one, and
perhaps a teacher, too, says, "The Bible does not

say that he who is 'not' baptized shall be lost,

therefore, men can be saved without baptism."

This is certainly an unsound doctrine, and is taught

by a seducing spirit. Paul would say to such a

one, " Take heed unto thyself and unto the doc-

trine." 1 Tim. 4: 16.

Paul to Titus says, "Speak thou the things which
become sound doctrine." There are many things

taught to-day that do not become sound doctrine.

A lady insisted that it was not wrong to dance on

any day except Sunday, being taught we should

keep Sunday holy. The premise being wrong the

Dancing is a fleshly lust, which wars against the

soul, hence it is contrary to sound doctrine.

3. Another reason why so many things contrary

to sound doctrine are taught, is because men love

the praise of man more than the praise of God.

A revivalist comes along, and his name goes be-

fore him as some one great. Everybody goes to

hear him, and his popularity is at stake, so he says

little or nothing about the doctrines of the Bible in

particular. The mass say, " He is a great man," " a

wonderful preacher," when the fact is he has dis-

carded Paul's command to Titus (2: 1).

Brethren, let us ever hold fast the doctrine of

Christ and the apostles, which is always sound, so

we are ever sure of being on the solid foundation,

and not building on the sand.

S/unnon, Hi.

FRIENDSHIP.

God has implanted in the human heart, as well as

the instinct of the lower animals, and that for a

noble purpose, a condition, disposition, and nature,

that produce a desire for companionship, society

d friendship. There is a vast difference, though,

tween company or society and friendship. Com-
pany may be friendly or otherwise, society often

amounts only to formality and is too often only a

hollow pretense, no higher than that of instinct,

and aims only at its own individual benefit.

Companionship is almost a necessity to our ex-

istence. It is certainly necessary to our comfort

and advancement mentally. I do not see how the

world could be bettered by our seclusion from it,

unless we are very much worse than our surround-

ings, and, in that case, we must lose; neither are we
benefited by withdrawing entirely from society, al-

though it may not always be just what it should be.

cannot dispense with it entirely. We must

: company, and, unless we have become a re-

e, we will have company, good or bad. But

pany, without true friendship, is very barren

soil. It cannot satisfy the longings of the heart.

Good company without real friendship may amuse

and instruct for a time, but there is a principle in

the heart that craves and demands something more.

It longs to feel and realize that there are other

hearts that beat in unison with its own, that there are

other hearts that feel its pain, that there are other

hearts that sympathize with its sorrows and rfjofce

in its joys.
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The value of true friendship is beyond computa-

tion. Figures will not express its value, language

cannot picture its worth. Without it life must be-

come a void, an aimless struggle against the tide of

circumstances, an existence without a purpose.

With no true friend, in whom to confide our sor-

rows, and with whom to share our joys, life would

become one continuous train of clouds, without one

silver lining, or ray of sunshine, as aimless as that

of the Wandering Jew, and not worth the living.

But " a man that hath friends must show himself

friendly
" or he will not have them long. Friend-

ship, to be lasting and enjoyable, must be mutual.

It will not grow in barren soil. It will not be re-

pulsed, by weeds of indifference, and live.

Solomon says, "Thine own friend and thy fa-

ther's forsake not." Why? Perhaps because he

has been tried and found true. Old friends may

nearly always be trusted; all others are uncertain.

When we have a friend who has stood by us in the

hour of darkest adversity, whose friendship has

never wavered 'midst the blackest thrusts of calum-

ny. vho icele

endship we cannot spare,

ould be ingratitude.

But Micah advises us not to trust

whom to forsake

a friend, be

New friend;

in a time when we most n>

ones, like mist, vanish, and -

not so much, perhaps, for ou

It would not do to put our o

ly guide to that extent that \

) many false fr;

and sometimes raise our vanity,

eglect, or slight, old ones. Then,

we most need a friend, our new

anish, and we are left to sorrow,

loss, as our stupidity,

ifidence in an earth-

would leave our fu-

tiny to him, but I do not believe Micah

would have advised anybody not to trust a trui

friend. That would be inconsistent with the teach

ings of the Bible and nature. But there are many

false friends, and Micah knew it. He knew there

would be feigning friends, who would betray your

most sacred trust for a farthing,—false friends, who

would sell you soul and body to gain an end. Of

such, he says, Do not put your trust in theml Do
not trust a friend, until he has been tried and prov-

en true.

"But your father's friend forsake not." He has

been the friend of your family for a generation.

You can trust him, for he is your friend for friend-

ship's sake. We cannot afford to forsake a tried

and true friend. There is too much at stake. We
have too few genuine friends, to lightly discard

one. Life is too short to be changing the old and

tried for the new and uncertain. Life has too

many dark days. We need all the sunshine of true

friendship we can have. Life has too many disap-

pointments and sorrows to lightly throw away one

refuge,—not that we should make no new friends,

for we ought to try to make all men our friends,

but we should not discard old friends for new ones.

O, give me the friendship that is tried and true;

my heart yearns for it! Give me the love that

does not fade and die at every little ripple of ad-

versity! Give me the love that kindles into flame,

envelopes, and shields from the enemy's thrusts!

O, thou deep, undying affection, child of the skies,

heir of heaven, born of celestial parents, reared of

eternity, be thou ever mine, nor let me ever betray

thy trust!

"There is a friend that sticketh closer than a

brother." That friend is Jesus. He will not for-

sake us, nor betray our trust. We may be blest

with the truest friendship of humanity that this

earth can give. We may have friends who have

been tried and found true; friends who have stood

by us in six trials, and not forsaken us in the

seventh, friends who have stretched forth the hand

of succor, upon every occasion, to keep back the

tide of adversity that is rolling towards us; friends

who will stand by us to the last hour, and spare no

pains to alleviate the pangs of the last struggle,

and then lay us away in our last resting place,

smooth the earth over us, plant flowers to bloom

above our graves, and fondly cherish our memo-
ries when we are gone.

H this life were all we were looking for, if we
knew the grave ended all, and if there were no ex-

istence and no road to travel beyond, then our

earthly friends would be all we could need, or wish

for. Their love and affection would be sufficient

for every purpose, their love, friendship, and servi-

ces would then go with us to the end. But it is

not so. The grave does not end all. Our exist-

ence will not stop there. That is not the end of

our road. We there only enter the gateway to the

road that has no end, and there all earthly friends

must leave us. Who will then go with us, or who
will then be our friend?

We may have a friend who will go with us, even
across the mystic valley,—one who will stay with

us upon the endless road. " And so shall you ever

be with the Lord." " But a man that hath friends,

must show himself friendly."

Longmont, Colo.

POWER.

HAUGHTELIN

"There is no power but of God."—Rom. i: 13,

The simplest definition of power is ability.

There are many kinds of power, such as physi-

cal, mental, moral, etc. Physical power is mani-

fest all around us in the material world, from

the growth of the tender plant at our feet, to the

greater demonstrations of wind, electricity or the

pent-up powers of the awful earthquake.

Mental power is manifest in the growth and ad-

vancement of the sciences, arts, literature and dis-

coveries caused by the exercise of the mind of man.

Mental power is one of the leading distinctions be-

tween man and the lower animals,—power, or abili-

ty to think, to improver to apply acquired knowl-

Moral power consists in our ability to accept or

reject the good and the right. Our text says,

"There is no power but of God," therefore, all the

power we have is delegated to us by God. " But

as many as received him, to them gave he power to

become the sons of God, even to them that believe

on his name." John 1: 12. "Jesus answered,

Thou couldest have no power at all against me, ex-

cept it were given thee from above, therefore he

that delivered me to thee hath the greater sin."

John 19: 11.

Power is none the less effectual because is is del-

egated. It is said of Napoleon Bonaparte that

once, in a critical situation, he issued an order to

the guards to " allow no man to pass under any cir-

cumstances." In disguise he afterward tested the

guards in person. One of great importance he

made especial effort to pass. First he tried sym-

pathy, then bribery, then asserted his authority as

an officer of high rank. The guard replied, " You

could not pass if you were Napoleon Bonaparte

himself." With all the force he could throw into

his words, he said, "I am Napoleon Bonaparte."

The guard, realizing the importance of the power

delegated to him, simply replied, " You cannot

pass." Instead of being punished for insolence, he

was complimented for faithfulness. So far as the

French army was concerned, Bonaparte had all

power, but in this instance he delegated to a pri-

vate soldier power to tell him, " You cannot pass."

" For God so loved the world, that he gave his

only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him

should not perish, but have everlasting life." John

3: 16. He became the propitiation for the sins of

the whole world; yet not one accountable sinner

can be saved without accepting Jesus as his Savior.

Though the Lord is " not willing that any should

perish, but that all should come to repentance," 2

Pet. 3: 9, yet he made man a free moral agent, with

power to choose. After delegating the deciding

power to man, individually, the trinity of the God-

head have united all their powers to save man.

The Father gave his Son; the Son gave his life; the

Holy Spirit gave his influence; we accept or reject;

which will you? " Know ye not, that to whom ye

yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are

to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of

obedience unto righteousness? " Rom, 6; 16,

I Panora, Iowa,

HUNQHRING AND THIRSTING.

During a revival service, a young lady 'wrote in

separate columns: ( 1 ) " Reasons why I should serve

the world;" (2) "Reasons why I should serve the

Lord."

Meditation on this incident soon brought to my
mind the idea of the account which Christ is keep-
ing of each of us. A credit and a debit sidp is

there. On the credit side are written,— in God's

way,— all our good qualities of character, all our

good deeds; on the debit side arc written all our

vices, all our evil deeds. This account must be

closed sometime. In our business dealing we would

rather have the credit side the larger; a great many
of us would fain have no debits at all. What is our

feeling now in regard to our Christian account up

yonder? Some day we shall hunger and thirst

after righteousness, but that day will be too late to

bring up properly our credits. Wretched will be

that famishing being whose debits are large and

credits are small, He must pay, for " he shall be

damned,"—damned by his debits. Blessed will be

that soul whose credits are large and debits small.

God will pay, in this case, and bountifully, This

soul "shall be saved,"—saved by his credits—and

"he shall be filled,"— filled with an anxious, patient

desire to enter God's kingdom, filled with Christ

when he does enter. Let us, Christian young

people, look well to our credits, and the debits will

not be entered against us.

In our own ledger we have a private account with

Christ, Do we keep it? I fear we think too seldom

of the one entry, the one item on the credit side of

this account. It is this: " By his death for me."

We need a great many items on the debit side of

this account, to balance " by his death for me."

Indeed, there must be a whole life-time of useful-

ness in the Christ-life and if, at last, we enter heaven,

we shall have praises in our every act and hymn to

the One who died for us all, and for each of us.

"To my virtues;" "to my deeds of charity;" "to

my hungering and thirsting after righteousness;"

" to my making others Christ-hungry and Christ-

thirsty," all these and many more itemized in the

day book of our lives, are needed. This account

must be closed sometime. If we have lived so that

the amount of Christ's debits gives U3 eternal life,

the account will be balanced (so far as possible for

us); and heaven shall be our home. If we have not

lived as we should, in order to inherit eternal life,

everlasting punishment shall be ours.

I have known many poor people,—popularly

speaking, poor,—who could show a belter account

with Christ than many a richer brother could show.

We must now live the life that we want to live in

eternity. The moment of opportunity we may pass

by unheeded, but we can never so dispose of the

moment of accountability.

A grain of corn, a dry morsel of bread, have al-

layed body hunger, but, when we hunger and thirst

after righteousness, when we are famished for the

Bread of Life, God does not put us away with a

morsel,—he opens his great treasure house,

—

heaven, and sends the choicest food to the hungry

soul.

ago, these colu Bro. Stover

told us about five fishermen who had come to him

to learn about the Great Teacher. After they had

listened for sometime, one of the party said, " Come

on, I'm getting hungry." To this another replied:

" Hungry! who can get hungry while listening to

such instruction? My stomach feels quite full.

Tell us more about Jesus."

More about Jesus! This man was hungry, but not

in the same way with the first. Thus it is in our

work. We are too hungry for things pertaining to

this life,—well, some of us may not be,—but we all

lack that true hungering and thirsting after the

Christ who should be exemplified in each Christian

man and woman.. The devil furnishes some very

light food to allay this hungering and thirsting aft-

er righteousness.

Remember that ChriBt said: "Blessed are they

which hunger and thirst after righteousness; for
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they shall be filled." The true teacher makes his

pupils hunger for knowledge; the true preacher

makes his hearers hungry for a nearer walk with

God, and the true Christian makes all who meet him

grow better for having been together,—hungry for

a better life. The best epitaph ever carved upon

marble was that of a little girl: "Her companions

said, ' It was easier to be good when she was with

us."' How often do the epitaphs mock what we

have ca'led " life," which might be fully expressed

better by the other side of the stone,—blank!

Covington, Ohio.

THIS OOSIPrETl, MESSIEIISra-IEIR,. Jane 26, 1897,

BOTTLINQ TEARS.

" Pat thou my tears into thy bottle."— Psa. 56: 8.

In this psalm David bings his enemies before

God in prayer, as he feels himself in danger and

distress. " In God have I put my trust; I will not

fear what flesh can do unto me," said the Psalmist,

in verse 4. It was just as natural for David to go

in prayer before his Heavenly Father, as it is for a

child to go and lay its troubles or complaints be-

fore its natural father or mother. In reading this

psalm, I can imagine David kneeling, and, with

tears running down his cheeks, ask God for his

mercy and protection.

Tears are human! How often do we see persons,

having trouble, relieve themselves by weeping; the

tears proving, as it were, a relief for them. Jesus

himself wept, and we believe that he felt the better

for his weeping, speaking from a human stand-

point. "They that sow in tea's shall reap in joy,"

Psalm 126: 5. Read also Jer. 9: 1; 14: 17; Mark 9:

24; Luke 7: 38; Acts 20: 19 and 2 Tim. 1: 4.

It is a remarkable fact that the Persians, to-day

yet, believe that human tears are a remedy for cer-

tain chronic diseases. At every funeral the bot-

tling of mourners' tears is one of the chief features.

Each of the mourners is presented with a sponge

with which to wipe his face and eyes, and after the

burial they are presented to the priest, who presses

the tears into bottles, which he keeps. This cus-

tom is one of the oldest known in the East, and has

probably been practiced by the Persians for thou-

sands of years. That it was the custom even be-

fore David's time, we infer from the words of Da-
vid himself, when he says, " Put thou my tears into

thy bottle." We do not presume, however, that

David meant that God was to put his tears into a

glass bottle, but we believe that the language was
figurative of a temporal and spiritual blessing, for

which David was looking, and which he received.

As in David's time, so today,— if we seek after

righteousness, we can rest assured that God will

supply our temporal wants. Let us say, as did Da-
vid, " Put thou my tears into thy bottle; are they
not in thy book? "

Middle/own, Pa.

DO NOT WASTE YOUR TIME!

Time is more precious than gold. The rich man,
spoken of by Luke, realized the fact, when it was
too late to make amends. He enjoyed his riches

while in this life, but after he had exchanged
worlds, he no doubt would have given all his earth-

ly treasures for a few moments of time, in which to

prepare for the world into which he had just

passed. His time, however, which God had given

him, was wasted, and could not possibly be re-

called.

No doubt he was fully in line with the customs
and fashions of the world at that day. The Sacred

Record says, " He was clothed in purple and fine

linen, and fared sumptuously every day." Luke
16: 19. He enjoyed the pleasures of the world ful-

ly, consequently he had no time to attend to that

which pertained to his eternal interest.

This man's experience was sad indeed. Thou-
sand are wasting their time to-day by going to

placeB of revelry and worldly amusements,

Young man, if you are wasting your time in the

ball-room, at the gambling-table or at the drink-

ing-saloon, remember that God's eyes are upon you,

He is keeping a record of all your evil deeds, as

well as your good ones. For " the eyes of the

Lord are in ev^ry place, beholding the evil and

the good." Prov. 15: 3.

Young lady, God has not given you those lei

hours to be wasted by perusing the pages of your

highly prized dime-novel, and those beautiful fash-

ion plates. He is prolonging your days for a high-

er and nobler purpose. You should abandon the

habit at once. It is poison to the core. It de-

stroys all desire for the pure and the good.

Fictitious literature is one of the growing evils

of the present age, It is scattered broadcast over

the land. Old and young are induced to read it.

Even some of our own people indulge in this vain

habit. Dear brother, is it possible that you are

wasting your precious time in this way? Remem-
ber, God will hold you responsible for this waste.

You should give all your time to his service. It is

not only time lost, but those who indulge freely in

this habit, have but little, if any, desire for Bible

reading. The story of the cross has become stale

and uninviting to them. They are indifferent in

regard to their eternal interests. They take but

little, if any, interest in church work. The church,

to them, has become a secondary matter. They
have but little regard for her counsels.

One thing is sure,—those who give all their leisure

time to reading God's Word, and meditating there-

on, are never found indifferent in regard to the

church and her work. They are ever ready to help,

when help is needed. They do not refuse to sub-

scribe for the Messenger, but help in every way
possible. The rich man satisfied his own carnal

desires. This is what we are doing when we waste

our time by indulging in the vain things of the

world.

Friedens, Va.

QOD IS LOVE.

The love of God is the greatest and the most
wonderful power of the world, and is as everlasting

and unchangeable as God himself.

Love is the law of heaven, and God's law for the

earth, and eventually it shall rule the universe,

" The love of God is broader

Than the measure of man's mind
And the heart of the Eternal

Is most wonderfully kind."

While, in extent and degree, God's love is so

great as to pass all understanding, yet it is so gen-

tle and simple as to be readily received and under-

stood by a little child, and as such it can only be

accepted,

Love is the remedy for every evil of the world.

On love hung the law and the prophets. The keep
ing of the ten commandments depends on obeying

the first and second,—supreme love for God, and
our neighbors as ourselves. The law led to Christ,

who fulfilled God's law of love, and whose law for

us is to love as he loved, which is a mighty step

onward and upward into God's love and grace. To
love as Christ loved us, is to love our enemies, to

return good for evil, to live and die for the salva-

tion of the world.

Live always implies a willingness to sacrifice.

We have no love for those for whom we are not

willing to sacrifice. How much do we love God?
How much do we love the brethren? How much
do we love the sinner? How much do we love the

starving and perishing heathen?

While we were yet sinners Christ died for us.

How far do we follow Christ's example in sacrific-

ing for their salvation? There can be no obedience

without love.

It is self and not the love of God that rules the

life of those that try to inherit eternal life for them-
selves by doing some good thing, without making
any self-sacrifice for the salvation of the world, and
the relief of the suffering and misery in it.

It is the duty and the

Christian to spend his life,—his all, for the salva-

tion of the world, to present himself a living sacri-

fice, holy and acceptable in the sight of God, and
to either go himself or send his substitute, to tell

of God's love and that Jesus saves,—saves from the

world, from sin, from all bad habits, gloriously

saves, from eternal death nowl

"God so loved the world that he gave his only
begotten Son." If we accept the Son we have life.

If we have life, we will also love as he loved, and
be willing to sacrifice for the salvation of the per-

ishing about us, as Christ did. " Hereby do we
know that we love him," not only by keeping the

commandments which cost no self-sacrifice, but all

those that require the sacrifice of self and all.

Not only do the law and the prophets hang upon
love, but every command of Christ is intended to

reveal, express, and lead us more fully into that

wonderful love of God which must fill the hearts

and rule the lives of his children.

This is the power that ruled the lives of the

primitive Christians. Their hearts were filled with

the love of God,—the charity that never faileth.

They possessed the pure and undefiled religion,

and had no need of insurance companies, temper-

ance societies, or benevolent associations, but kept
unspotted from such worldly organizations, whose
principles are to assess the poor equally with the

rich, for the benefit of the rich, as for the poor, and
exclude the poor from their number, who are too

poor to pay their assessments.
" Charity seeketh not her own." It was with a

heart overflowing with love for God, and love for

poor, miserable, suffering humanity, that Geo. Mid-
ler, of our own day, obeyed Christ's literal com-
mand, sold his possessions, threw his whole life in-

to the work of rescuing perishing humanity, and
depended upon God alone, for his wants in this

life. He asked no one for assistance but God
alone, who blessed him abundantly with $7,000,000,

which was spent as God gave it. No money was
accepted by him to be laid aside for his own wants,

for a rainy day, and old age.

The love of God not only ruled the lives of the

prophets, the apostles, and the primitive Christians,

but it always rules the lives of all Christians, in all

times and ages.

Only those are Christians that have the mind of

Christ and the love of God in their hearts. Blessed

and holy are they that have a part in the first res-

urrection. They are the bride of the lamb. She
lived, worked, and sacrificed as Christ did for the

lvation of the world. On such the second death

shall have no power, but they shall be kings and
priests, and reign with Christ a thousand years.

Dunkerton, Iowa,

THE WAY OF HOLINESS.

jere is but one way that leads from earth to

heaven and immortal glory, and that is " the way
of holiness." Isaiah speaks of it in this wise, " And

highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall

called The way of holiness; the unclean shall not

pass over it; but it shall be for those: the wayfaring

n, though fools, shall not err therein. No lion

shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall go up
thereon, it shall not be found there; but the re-

deemed shall walk there." Isa. 35: 8, 9.

We notice,

1. It is a safe way. No lion nor any ravenous

beast shall be there.

It is a sure way. The wayfaring men, though

fools, shall not err therein. Only the redeemed
shall walk thereon. The Gospel of Jesus Christ is

the way, and holiness in man consists of obedience

to its divine commands, in loving God supremely,

id our neighbor as ourselves, and in walking in all

her commands and ordinances blameless.

Man, by nature and by practice, is sinful, and sin

is superlatively selfish. A selfishness fills the heart,

hich is enmity against God, const qjently the love

of God dwelleth not in a selfish heart. Selfishness
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is the prolific source of every vice, giving birth to

oppression, falsehood, injustice, covetousness, pro-

ducing outbreaks of the basest passions, such as en-

vy, wrath, malice, pride, revenge, which end in

crimes of deepest guilt.

On the other hand, holiness is boundlessly benev-

olent. It embraces every opportunity of relieving

ihe needs of suffering humanity. It embraces God,

it embraces the world. It gives to God the sincere

worship of an undivided heart. It gives to man
the penerous activities of a useful life. The man
that walks in the way of holiness is thoroughly fur-

nished unto every good work. The Gospel of the

Son of God is the only proper standard of holiness,

and its author the only proper model for study and

imitation, therefore, of the man of holiness it is

said, " The law of the Lord is in his heart, none of

his steps shall slide." Hence it is written, ' Be ye

holy, for I am holy." Hence we may learn that the

subject is one of great importance, since, whatever

we may possess besides, without holiness no one

shall see the Lord. It is the garment which renders

the guest welccme at the marriage supper of the

Lamb. It is the fine lioen, clean and white, which

is the righteousness of the saints. Thus it signifies

a preparation for eternal glory. Holiness and hap

piness are twin-sisters,—always seen together.

God has stamped his approval on everything ap-

proaching to innocence and purity. It is seen in

nature. The roaring of the lion, the fierce howling

of the wolf, is the language of disquietude and of

blood, striking terror into the boldest heart, whil

ihe cooing of the dove, and the beauty of the inno

cent Lamb speak the language of peace. We may
visit the mansions of the rich, the castles of th>

powerful, or the palaces of kings, yet, if holiness b

wanting, in vain do we search for happiness. It i

not there. We may visit the abodes of the pooi

the cottage of the ifflicted, the house of the dying,

if we find the inmates in possession of holit

there, also, we find happiness. Poverty does

expel her. Affliction does not drive her away,

death even cannot separate her. United are they

in life, undivided in death, inseparable in eternity.

Avilla, Mo,

BY J. L. SNAVELV.

" For they watch for your souls."— Heb. 13: 17.

The apostle, referring to the duties that the

church. owes to the minister, inculcates upon the

membership obedience and submission. This is

urged because of the responsible station the minis-

ter officially holds. Ezek. 33: 1-9.

The Christian ministry is an office of responsi-

bility. There should be a proper and faithful dis-

charge of his duties. It is a calling which requires

high spiritual qualifications and personal piety.

There devolve, upon the Christian watchman, two

distinct departments of duty,—one relating to the

preservation of those who have believed, that they

may not depart from the truth, and make ship-

wreck of their faith; the other relating to the un-

converted, whose conversion is the leading object

of his efforts, What a trust,—the life of the soul!

How much greater than the security merely of the

present life! Who is sufficient for these things?

While the Christian minister is to be a faithful

steward in the household of faith, labor for its wel-

fare and comfort, and faithfully dispense the Word
of Life, we must also notice the personal responsi-

bility of those over whom they watch On every

man rests the responsibility of rightly improving

and benefiting by the watchman's labors. "Who-
soever heareth the sword of the trumpet, and tak-

eth not warning, if the sound come, and take him

away, his blood shall be upon h ; s own head."

Ezek. 33: 4.

It seems that, as a rule, audiences think they

have claims upon the minister. They forget that

he also has claims upon them. Much has been

said, again and again, about the Christian ministry,

to our profit, how ministers should labor to speak

to the edification of the people,—not to be too te-

dious, nor too long, and so we think, after duly

considering, we can safely assert, that, in order to

have the best results and most profit, withal, in our

Bible readings, social, or general meetings, mutual
helpfulness is an essential element for success.

It is quite true that those who have not done
anything but to occupy the scats in front of the

pulpit, or desk, will scarcely understand how a

speaker of power, may be disheartened by so small

a thing as one or two of his hearers to be fumbling

in the Hymn Book, or looking at his watch, or

whispering, and laughing, or lolling, as if he were
waiting till the end would come. Any minister,

who has appeared before an audience, knows the

chilling, ruinous, and discouraging effect that such

actions have upon the feelings at such a time. I

hope our audiences will not forgtt, that it may be

just such Hstlessness of attitude, on the part of a

few of the audience, that will hinder the minister's

faithfulness, and tend to deaden, and discourage

and help to make your minister's discourse tedious

Alvo, Nebr.

BORN OF BLOOD.

BY J H. MILLER.

A brother minister told me recently that his

little boy was asking him how he would vote, and

to what side he belonged, The father asked:

'Why do you ask me such a question?" "Oh,"
says his little son, " my little school-chum and I

were arguing politics, and I did not know which

side to take, so I will ask you." The father had

never voted, and could faithfully fay to his son, " I

have no side. I belong to no party."

How strange! As a rule, what the father is, po-

litically, the son will be. " Born of blood." I do

wish all of us preachers could say to our children

that we do not belong to any side or any party.

That little boy did not ask his father whether he

belonged to Christ or the world. He could easily

see that. He could see his father regularly at the

church, at the Sunday school, at the prayer meet-

ing, etc, hence did not need to ask him on what

side he was. How pleasant it would be if the

world could see us as "written epistles,"—written

in our hearts, "known and read of all men." 2

Cor. 3: 2. "Then Moses stood in the gate of the

camp, and said, Who is on the Lord's side? let him

come unto me." Ex 32: 26. I feel like the little

boy's father,—take no part in things of the world,

but come to Christ and be on the Lord's side.

Goshen, Ind.

e to live; therefore let us

i God intended we should.

"We have only t

live to some purpose,

The day that dawned this morning will never dawn

again. The opportunities which it brought with it

will never come again; and if we fail to fill it with

the service it requires of us, there w II be no possi-

bility of returning into it to repair the mischief.

The wheels of Time's chariot have ratchets to

them, and they move on forward."

^THE + SUNDAY + SCHOOLS

LESSON LiatlT-FLASHES.

First Converts in Europe.—Acts 16: 6-15.

Lesson for July 4.

In this lesson we may see how little misunder-

standings sometimes lead to good results. Paul

and Barnabas were fast friends in the fu-therance

of the Gospel, but in this case their views came in

conflict one with another so pointedly, that they

decided to separate. The occasion was that of re-

visiting the churches, founded on their first mis-

sionary tour. Barnabas was ready to go, but want-

ed to take with him Mark, who had been a disap-

pointment, on a former occasion, by turning back

at a most critical point in their work, Paul, having

selected Silas. as a traveling companion, started on
his nor' hern tour, and at Derbe he met Timo'hy,
who also accompanied him. At Mysia, a message
came to them, that changed the course of their

work and pointed to Europe as their field of labor.

First they were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to

preach the Word in Asia. Not knowing what to

do, they then determined to go to Bythinia, but the

Spirit hindered them, just how this was done, we
ate not told. Probably things were laid in their

way, so as to frustrate their plans.

During this time of waiting and perplexity, the

vision came to him as we have it in the ninth verse.

This shows that Paul was waiting and trusting, and
while do'ng this the "call" came to him that he

was to go over into Macedonia. We may all have

these perplexing experiences in which we know not

how to do or where to go. The lesson to us is to

trust, piay and wait. And if we do this submis-

sively, the way will be opened, and our field of

work shown us. But when this is done, we must

not consult consequences, but go, believing that

where the Lord leads it is safe for us to go. So did

Paul and his companions.

"And after he had seen the vision, immediately

we endeavored to go into Macedonia, assuredly

gathering that the Lord had called us for to preach

the Gospel unto them." This was a faith that was
strong enough to do, and so must our faith be. As
the call comes to us to have the Gospel preached in

foreign lands, we should respond by either going

ourselves, or helping others to go. The souls were

precious in the eyes of the Lord, and because of

this, he wanted them to have the Gospel. So are

all nations precious to him. Hence he calls on us

to go and give to them the possibilities of salva-

tion.

They went, and the Lord was with them, as we

see that in the way the field was opened to them.

When the Lord calls, we can always rest assured

that he has a work to do. So it was in this case.

It was on Sunday morning that they took a walk

out to the river side that they might have a season

of worship together. They soon found a plat

where the women of Philippi had met to worship.

This was an opportunity, and to them he delivered

the message of salvation and eternal life. To this

preaching the Lord opened the heart of Lydia, and

we have a woman as the first convert in Europe.

There is nothing strange about this, as women,

all along through the ages, have been opening thur

hearts to the Truth as preached by the Lord's serv-

ants. It only shows us where to look for results.

Do such visions ever come to us? They may
not, as they came to P-ul, and, yet, do they not

come all the same? As the Spirit called us from

the world of sin into the kingdom of Christ, the

voice to us was: " Go, work in my vineyard " As

the work of the Lord is to save sinners, we cannot

help but feel that we are called to go somewhere.

Our Macedonia is wherever souls are away from

Christ. The Lord is ready lo open their hearts,

but he has left it to us to fill them. This, we are

called upon to do, and our life-work cannot be

completed till we do it, either in person or through

others. Have we had the vision? Not, perhaps,

as Paul received it, but as it came to our conscious-

ness through the Revealed Will.

There are times in the experiences of us all,

when we are made to feel the inward call, "Come
and help us." We feel that we ought to go, and

yet we say, We cannot. This may be so,— that we

cannot go in person,—the Lord may not have giv-

en us the qualifications to labor in this way. But

if he has not, we are not excused because of this.

We need not say, " We have nothing that we can

do." God has given us other ways to help and

work. This we can do by encouraging others to

go, by giving them of our means and our prayers.

The first convert won for Christ is a wonderful

achievement,—a star in our crown, more valuable

and precious than the brightest gem that ever

graced the crown of queen or king, and this one is

the pledge for more. Determine now that the vis-

ion shall not pass by unheeded, but say, " I will."
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IF I BUT COULD.

lv I could cloihe each jeweled thought

That comes to rac from nature's bowers,

In classic language, such as taught

Away from western woods and flowers*

If I could sing the sweet refrains

That in my pouI in silence cluster,

From many a heart I'd strike the chains,

And give the star of hope new lustre,

If I could scatter all the ecros,

That light my soul, in darkened places;

Could pluck the hope-buds from their stems,

And wreathe them over despondent faces;

If I but bad the power to stay

The blighting band of pain and sorrow,

Tbe sthat /ill t

Would raise their heads and bloom to-morrow.

If from the Master Hand above,

To me the longed for power was given,

To change all bitterness to love,

Of every earthly hell make heaven;

The lowering clouds would quickly flee

Before the light which fullowed after;

And every wave of life's broad sea

Would gleam with love and song and laughter.

— Ca/>tai>i Jack Crawford.

'IN THE VOLUME OF THE BOOK."

' JOHN R. SNYDER.

Within the past quarter of a century, among
those whose names have become prominent be-

cause of their successful evangelistic work in

America, Great Britain and India, none shines

with more lustre than that of Dr. George F. Pen-

tecost. Whenever a book has been announced
as from his pen, it has met with a warm approval
from the religious people of the land.

The work that has had, perhaps, the widest cir-

culation is the one we have in the Missionary Read-
ing Course: " In the Volume of the Book." We
can give it no better words of commendation than
the following by Bishop J. H. Vincent in his in-

troduction: "There are depths below depths in

this deep volume. The superficial student who
climbs to its summits may find flowers and fruits

on the surface. Here is a soil whence may come
to him still richer and worthier products. Under-
neath that soil are layers of rocks and veins of pre-

cious mineral, and here and there glittering gems
of rare value. Deeper still there are caverns
dark as night to the worldling, but rich with un-
told brilliancy to. the spiritually-enlightened, and
underneath all are the firm foundations of doctrine,

concerning the infinite God, his character, his es-

sential being, his will, his history, his providence,
his holy and everlasting purposes."

Joseph Cook says of this work, " Its chapters
are mountain summits, laden with the dew of
Hermon."
There is, in this work, a passionate plea for a

more consecrated study of God's holy Word, and
it reveals to the close student the thoughts of one
who has been often in close communion with the
Spiiit. It was at first printed as a small booklet
and used by the author to distribute to young con-
verts and others who seemed interested in Bible
study. The demand for it became so large that

" From the time when God
Garden of Eden that the seed of the woman should

bruise the serpent's head (Gen. 3: 15), until the

time when John cried, in response to the apocalyptic

vision, ' Even so; come, Lord Jesus' (Rev. 22: 20),

he is seen to be the great central fact and figure

of the Book. As the sun casts a shadow before

an advancing body, so Jesus, who was a lamb
slain from the foundation of the world, ' whose go-

ings forth have been from everlasting ' (Mic. 5: 2),

cast the long line of typical and ceremonial shad

ows before him "

"The Bible is not a book to be studied as we
study geology and astronomy, merely to find out

about the earth's formation and the structure of

the universe; but it is a book revealing truth, de-

signed to bring us into living union with God."
" The Bible is the Christian's armory. He must

fight the good fight of faith. Sinners are to be won
from the power of the devil to God they are

to be turned from the power of darkness to light;

their prison houses of sin are to be broken into;

their chains knocked off, and the captives set free."

elow are a few of the topics treated: " Lack of

interest in Bible Study;" "Bible Misreaders;"

"How to Read the Bible;" "The Heart and the

Scriptures; " " What the Bible Contains for the Be-

liever;" "Christ and the Scriptures;" "Study of

the Individual Books;" "The Bible an Inspired

Book."

And now, as we close, we can find no more
fitting valedictory than the closing words of the

author, " May the Word of God dwell in you rich-

ly, and may the Spirit of Truth prepare your heart

to seek the law of the Lord, and go with you into

the holiest of all, into the temple of truth, and light

up the otherwise dark dwelling place of God, and
then give you a heart to do it and teach the word
to others!

"

Btllefontaine, Ohio.

NOTES FROM THE CHICAGO MISSION.

Two weeks ago Saturday, is a day that will

long be remembered by our children, from the fact

that about forty of them were taken to one of our
beautiful parks, and there allowed to romp and
play.

—The trees, clothed in their rich, green robes,

the fishes swimming leisurely in the miniature

ponds, the birds flitting from tree to tree, singing

their pretty songs, and, last of ail, the flowers

blooming in all their beauty, is a sight that but few
of the poorer class ever get to enjoy.

—Promptly an hour before the appointed time,

the little ones came hurrying from each direction,

each one intent on being the first one at the cot-

tage. Long before the set time, they were waiting

TJESIEJ Q-OSDPZEXj ItVUIESSEHSTGIE:^.

he could not supply all who called for it. A
new edition was printed, enlarged, revised and

otherwise improved, so that we have his efforts in

the present volume. We wish that every young
person might read it and get some of the higher

inspiration for the study of the " Book " which can

be found in every chapter of the work.

It would be hard to select the best thoughts and

confine them to the limits of this article, but

shall endeavor to choose a few of those passa

which have impressed us the most.

"The Bible is the rev'clafim of God and the history

of creation, the origin of things and of man,

showing God to be the creator aid author of all,

and our relation, not to nature, but to him."
" The Bible is not a scientific, but a religious book,

intended not to inform the scientific and philosoph-

ic understanding, but to instruct the religious in-

telligence of man in those things that make for

the life that now is, and that which is to come."
" Christ and the Scriptures are inseparable—Re-

lation culminates in him. Without him the Bible

would be a meaningless book, unintelligible in its

history; in its types and ceremonials and in its

prophecy. 'Abraham rtjoiced to see his day. and
he saw it and was glad.' John 8: 56; Gen. 22: 13,

14."
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patiently for the hour to come, and, as we made
preparations 'or starting, you might have seen
them, each with lunch-basket in hand, rushing for

the street-car. Happiness reigned supreme! The
exclamations of delight and pleasure that escaped
the lips of the bolder ones, as we neared the park
and the pleased and happy expressions on the fac-

es of those less brave, told of the inward joy, this

day had brought to them all!

—We all became children together and many
harmless games were played on the soft, green

turf. Before starting for home, our litttle party

sat down in a group and sang some beautiful little

songs, such as "Jesus loves me" and "The Birdie's

song." As we bade them good-by, they all told

how they enjoyed the day, and were anxious to

know if we were not going again, the next Satur-

—Bro. Irvin VanDyke, who was visiting us, did

much towards making the day pleasant for the

children, He came forward and suggested many
interesting games, and thereby gained the love of

all the children. You can soon draw a child to you
by coming down to its level,

—Many of the contributions sent in, recently, are

from individual classes of the Sunday school. This

is very encouraging. If the whole school does not

feel like taking up a collection for the Lord's cause,

let those desiring to give, put their mites together

and send it where it is most needed.

—An article by J. E. Mohler, published in Young

Disciple, about the poor children in Chicago, result-

ed in liberal contributions to our work during the

past week. Could not more of such articles be

published about the different missions, and thus

inspire the children to share their plenty v/ith those

who have not?

—While sisters Forney and Howe are attending

the Annual Conference, and visiting in the East,

Sister Mary Lair, of Mt. Morris, is assisting in the

work.

—The season for hard work is approaching. The
country schools, as a rule, reap their largest har-

vests in the summer months. But not so in the

city! Winter is our harvest time. Then it is that

the children come out to the services without much
urging, but when warm weather approaches, they
would much rather spend their time out in the

street, than to be shut up in a hot mission school.

Can you blame them? Don't censure them until

you ask yourself this question, "Do I not do the

same thing?"

660 South Ashland Ave.

AGAINST CHURCH FAIRS, FESTIVALS, ETC.

The Presbyterian young people of Pudget Sound,

on the Pacific Coast, assembled in convention, re-

cently adopted the following resolutions, for which

they are certainly to be commended:

"Realizing that the time has come to take a

right stand as to the manner of our giving, as well

as to the amount we give, and believing that many
of our churches are still raising a portion of the

funds for God's cause by fairs, suppers and enter-

tainments, and believing that these means of rais-

ing funds are unscriptural and are hurtful to the

church, in the eyes of the unconverted world, and

do retard the progress of Christianity as they place

giving to our Heavenly Father on the worldly level

of barter and trade,— the exchange of commodities

which only satisfy our worldly wants and tends to

educate God's children that they must have value

received for money paid, and thereby the blessing

that God wants to bestow is lost: and furthermore,

that these means of raising funds place God be-

fore the world as a beggar; and believing that his

Word teaches that giving is a blessing, and self-

denial for God promotes our growth in grace,
,

" We, the Young People Christian Endeavorers, do

now, in convention assembled, Resolve, that we

pledge ourselves to no longer favor the raising of

funds by the means of fairs, suppers and enter-

tainments, and will do all in our power to influence

our respective churches against these unscriptural

methods of supporting the cause of Christ,"
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General Missionary Tract
...Department...
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A converted Chinese

daughter had just died,

"0, sir, the grave has

The greatest and iimst constraining stiinu

[us to labor and sacrifice in the cause o:

evangelism is a loving loyalty to Christ, i

sensitive concern for his honor, and enthusi

:tsm for the coming of his kingdom.

ASIA MINOR MISSION.

!•- again very ;<ood ne'

We 1 Aidir, week to hold

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE UENERAL
MISSIONARY AND TRACT

COMMITTEE.

To the Animal Meeting of/Stf .—

The foreign fields under the Committee
have obtained very satisfactory results during
the year. At the close, Sweden has I to mem-
bers; Denmark, 89; Asia Minor, 14; and India

3. During the year S were received by bap-
tism in Sweden, 7 in Denmark, and S in Asia

Minor. The Orphanage at Smyrna, with 25

qutl ,sful, .

ing the past yeai

While there have been no accessions in Ind

the faith has been more fully established, ai

nable to belie that :

soon In.' realized.

In America the missions in Washington,

D. C, Germantown, Pa., Chicago, 111., Arkan-

sas, Southern Missouri, Florida, and Alabama
have been carried on with unabated interest.

Al most of these places a number have been

received into church fellowship,—a total for

all the points of 48 by baptism, and a number
by letter.

Tract distribution has been maintained at

Cedar Rapids, Iowa, Hutchinson, Kans.,

Washington, D. C, Staunton, Va. t
York, Pa,,

and in Arkansas with good results. Th<

ters have entered homes, conversed 01

ligious subjects, and succeeded in gathering

many new ones to tho church services.

The Chicago Children's Mission has had

an encouraging growth in interest and atten-

dance. The friends of the mission have con-

tributed liberally both money and clothing,

and special attention has been given to the

parents of the children who attend the mis-

sion, with good results.

In Brooklyn, New York, the Committee has

opened a mission and several have been

ceiveii into church fellowship. This seem

be a promising point for future work.

a. love feast, and one more Protestant

k'.jt id, In; h.i\ing once before belongs

ilic I Ireek > bun.li, so we now have three mem-
bers in that city. The name of this new broth-

er is iVieo/tu Avdoghlon, and by profession

he is a tailor. But the most interesting news

is the baptism of a Mohammedan in Na/li,

a large city of 35,000 inhabitants, situated

twenty-three miles further than Aidin. Our
nudist knew this Turl s ago.

when both lived at Aidin. He became enlighl

eued through the Word of God, and frequent

private interviews with our brother-evangelist.

He gradually became converted to the Truth.

He is a very poor and old man, but has strong

faith in the risen, living Christ. There was

so much joy in his heart after his baptism

that he exclaimed with old Simeon, "Lord,

now lettcst thou thy servant depart in peace,

for mine eyes have seen thy salvation!
"

mdc

love feast, when

ne hundred and ti
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The Publishing Departments

April 1, 1897. the Brethren's Publishing

Company transferred to the General Missinu-

ry and Tract Committee all its right, tide*

ind interest in the publishing business of the

church, and the Brethren's Publishing Com-
pany was thereupon dissolved and ceased to

; a corporate existence. An inventory

taken with the following results:

This Inventory shows only the actual cash,

machinery, presses, type, printing paper, book

accounts, etc., on hand and turned over to

the Committee on the first day of April. Noth-

ing is set down for the business and its earn-

ing power built up by long years of hard work
and the expenditure of a large sum of money.

Taken at a low rate, and following the rule

ill estimating values of this character, $50,000..

00 should be added for the business. This is

by the fact that the

had i
; years of 1

on the capital slock,

pay an annum of

ife-ttme, and then all

uple,

This :

used in paying the annuities in part, so thai

the actual sum upon which annuity is to be

paid is about S25.ooo.oo. Since the donations

were made two of those especially interested

in this important work have gone to their re-

Our entire publishing business is now

under the management and control of the

General Missionary and Tract Committee

The same Executive Committee that so suc-

cessfully managed the business for the stock

company continues in charge, ami il is hoped

of all concerned that this valuable acrjuisii

the truth, and a great help and blessing to tllC

Stilt Growing.

While Boards of other denominations

of means, contributions to the several funds

under the direction of the Committee have, on

the whole, been increasing encouragingly, as the

tabic herewith clearly shows, it should be

,
ble.

ly cle-

twelve months of the preceding year, and to

make a fair comparison, the April donations

in one amount are added to the increase,

though they do not appear elsewhere in this

While funds for special purposi

greatly increased, it is gratifying to t

ihe World-Wide Fund maleriall) hell

in the eleven months' donations, and

1 the c

ised iPraise the Lord for 1

And lei every worker, young and old, rich and

poor, put anew his shoulder to the wheel ot

God's chariot, now carrying the glad tidings

to many benighted souls. And let us ALL
pray and work for the new year

till may be

made for the glo

11. L. MIL] (!

ee -; S. K. /1 G,

s. F. Sanger
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Bko. D. L. Miller and wife are spending a few

'eeks in North Dakota and Montana.

Some of those who attended our Annual Meeting

at Frederick, think it was the best Conference they

ever attended.

This week we are compelled to make room on

the first page for some editorial matter that should

appear in this department,

Bro. L. Frank Haas, 2332 Cleveland Ave., Phila-

delphia, writes us that he is having some interest-

ing tent meetings in that city.

Ouk people want to stand by our own Sunday
chool literature, and see to it tbat our helps are

sed in every school controlled by the Brethren.

The Brethren are meeting with considerable en-

ouragement in their work at Guthrie, the capi-

: baptized in the city,Eletal of Oklahon
not long since.

When last heard from, Bro. C. P. Rowland was
engaged in a series of meetings in the Chippewa
Valley church, Wisconsin. Two confessed Christ.

Their feast was last Saturday.

The Annual Meeting for 189^ is to be held in

Northern Illinois. Some time in August a special

District Meeting will be called to make preparation

for the locating of the Conference.

While at the Annual Meeting we left the Mes-
senger in the care of our foreman, Bro. L. A.
Plate. How well he did his work may be deter-

mined by examining the two last issues.

Some one, who fails to give hi

that Bro. H. R. Taylor recently held an interesting

series of meetings at LeMars, Iowa, which resulted

Within three days after reaching our home, the

Minutes of the late Annual Meeting were in type,

and we are now ready to fill orders. Order at once.

Price, five cents. To churches and Districts, in lots

of ten copies and over, two cents per copy. These
Minutes should be widely distributed among the

Last Sunday we had in the Chapel, a sermon on
the Annual Meeting. For some time we have had
a sermon of this character each year. We suggest
that it would prove interesting if in each congre-
gation there could be preached a discourse made
up of lessons drawn from the Conference and its

work, We recommend that our ministers give it a
trial.

On account of age and affliction, Bro. B. F, Moo-
maw, of Bonsacks, Va., was not able to attend the

Annual Conference, yet he feels deeply concerned
about the work of the meeting, He is particularly

interested in the contemplated revision of the Min-
utes, and hopes the work will be carried to comple-

tion.

ANNUAL MEETING NOTES.

Our last notes closed with the afternoon's work
of the Conference on Tuesday.

—Considerable time was devoted to the seven pa-

pers on life insurance, though but little was said on

the real merits of the question,

—Yet some good points we
these will be found well worth

who read the speeches.

—The first day's session etc

feeling. W<
a first day ir

ought out; and
dering by those

losed with the best of

aw a better spirit at the end of

ual Conference.

N. McCann preached in

s pouring down rain, all

i necessarily small,

^reached in the city, and
le rain did not interfere

umber of others were

i recently called to the

—In the evening Brc

the Tabernacle. As it

the while, his audience

—Bro. I. N. H. Beaht

had a good hearing, a;

much with the attendance there.

—We failed to mention in our last notes that on

Monday evening Bro. Frank Haas, of Philadelphia,

preached in the Tabernacle.

—He was formerly a minister of another persua-

on, but his attention was called to some of our

tracts about one year ago, and these led him to

k additional light.

-As a result he

baptized last winter.

nistry, and is now an earnest worker among us.

e were pleased to form his acquaintance, and

trust that he will find his home among the Brethren

congenial.

The Standing Committee closed its work at

9 P. M. This is probably the first time in a number
f years, when the Standing Committee finds it is

not necessary to remain in session late at night.

Wednesday, June 9.

srning was a real pleasant one overhead,

but the rain, the day before had produced a good
deal of mud. The warm sun and wind soon dried

this up, and no inconvenience was experienced.

—About 9 A. M. the Conference was opened,

with about 4,000 persons present.

On account of another service, early in the

was found a little difficult to find places

the platform for all of the members of the

Standing Committee, and this delayed business a

few minutes.

The forenoon session was attended with more
than ordinary interest, and some of the questions

ssed with considerable vigor, but with

the very best of feelings. In fact, not one unkind

word was said.

—The papers asking that some changes be made
n regard to the time of observing the kiss at our

feasts, called out a number of able speeches.

—In fact, the question was discussed more thor-

ighly than we ever before heard. The speech-

were generally well delivered, pointed and forci-

ble.

—While no change was made, it became appar-

nt that there is among us a strong sentiment in

that direction, and a committee of five was ap-

pointed to take the papers under advisement, and
port at the next Annual Meeting.

—While the discussion on the paper, asking that

brethren be not permitted to serve on, or with, the

Standing Committee, two years in succession, was
thorough as it might have been, still many

things of interest were brought out, and, as a

result, no one on the Standing Committee can
hereafter succeed himself. That is, there must be

a new Standing Committee every year.

—This will doubtless work well if the State Dis-

tricts will exercise proper care in selecting the men
who are to represent them. While it is good to
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change often, still it is important that only the
most competent elders be sent on the Standing
Committee.

—We have heard of a few Districts that are aim-
ing to rotate their elders on the Standing Commit-
tee, so that all of them may have a chance to serve

at least once. While this may give all the elders

more experience, and may broaden their minds to

some extent, it is not the proper way to develop

strong men, and place the best minds on this Com-

—And, by the way, skill and experience on this

Committee has much, indeed, to do with both the

spirit and business of the Conference.

—Without any discussion, it was decided that

Sunday school meetings, to advance the Sunday
school cause, may be held, provided they be con-

ducted in harmony with the principles held by the

Brotherhood, and be kept within the bounds of

Christian propriety.

—This is, indeed, a far-reaching decision, as it

will not only permit, but encourage our Sunday
school workers to come together and discuss ques-

tions calculated to advance the study of the Scrip-

tures.

—And, by the way, the Sunday school is the

coming power in the church. It is in these schools

that the members are to be trained who will gov-

ern the churches in the next generations, and it is

important that we give this line of church work all

necessary attention.

—We have long been waiting for this decision,

and now, since we have it, it is to be hoped that our

people will make a wise use of the privilege grant-

ed them.

—And since the Conference was so thoroughly

united on the decision, it must be apparent that our

waiting was by no means in vain. We could well

afford to wait for a decision against which there is

no perceptible opposition.

—The unsuccessful attempt to pass a paper

against the use of the baptizing-suit called out the

most animated discussion during the day. Ap-
peals were repeatedly made to the practice of the

New Testament preachers, as well as the general

practice of the Brotherhood.

— It was here learned that in some places these

suits have been used by the Brethren for more than

twenty years, while others had never heard of

them being used by our people.

—It was also stated that in one instance a min-

ister refused to administer baptism on a certain oc-

casion, just because he did not happen to have a

baptizing suit at his command. It occurred to us

that this minister, if he was in good health, stood

in need of a fresh supply of the Holy Ghost a

good deal more than a baptizing suit.

—While our ministers are at liberty to use this

means of protecting themselves in cold climates,

and under other circumstances demanding it, we do

hope they will not abuse the privilege, and bring a

good thing into reproach.

—One speaker said he heard of one instance

hen the applicants were advised to procure suits

of this kind, and actually did so. This is an abuse

if what may be a good thing, and such abuses

hould be exposed and wholly discountenanced.

The Conference wisely refused to make any ruling

n the question. The reading of these speeches in

the Full Report will prove both interesting and in-

structive.

—The paper, asking that our church officers be

elected by the majority, instead of by the plurality,

licited a vigorous exchange of views and argu-

ments. The question came up in a good shape,

rid was discussed fiom a different standpoint to

hat it was heretofore.

— Possibly this may be denominated as one of

the burning questions among our people, and when-

it comes up, as it does every few years, it is

idered with a good deal of interest.

One of the most important actions of this Con-

ice was the endorsing of the following as mis-

jme of whom are likely to be sent to
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ndia: S. N. McCano, of Virginia; D. L. Forney

nd w ife, of Arkansas; Wm. H. Howe, of New Jer-

ri" Lizzie Gibble, of Pennsylvania.

1_H will thus be seen that we are increasing our

fields, and that, should we con

sey.

forces 1

tinue in ( efforts have begun, we will, in

the course of a few years, have

m3ny of the foreign lands.

This is one of the most encouraging features of

ur Brotherhood. In fact, it is a growing feature,

and to it there is not manifest, in our Annual Meet-

ing, any opposition whatever. It is a question on

which we are most thoroughly united.

In these notes we do not attempt to mention

all of the questions that were before the Meeting

for consideration, but only a few of the leading

ones.

The spirit of the meeting, throughout the day,

was most excellent. In this respect our Conferen-

ces have made wonderful improvements during the

last few years.

—Really, it is a pleasure to attend such a gather-

ing, and encouraging to listen to the Christian de-

liberations.

Bro. Hays not feeling well, had Bro. D. B.

Eby serve as Reading Clerk during the day.

—There were the usual preaching services in the

Tabernacle, and also in the city, during the evening.

—The Standing Committee remained in session

until ten o'clock, the latest of any evening during

the Conference, but succeeded in getting in shape

nearly everything necessary for the remainder of

the meeting.
Thursday, June 10.

—The morning opened pleasantly, and with in-

dications that we were going to have a most de-

lightful day for the closing session of the Confer-

—The Standing Committee met early, and sue

ceeded in getting in shape all the business entrust

ed to them. This they did by 8: 30, and then went

to the Tabernacle, where the meeting was opened,

and the business continued,

—During the night and morning a number had

departed to their homes, so that the assembly was

considerably reduced. There were probably 2,000

persons present, nearly all of them being

—We were pleased to notice that nearly all the

delegates were in their places. We hold that

delegate should leave the Conference until all the

business is transacted. They are sent there for the

purpose of helping with the business, and they

should remain until it is all completed,

—Bro. Hays resumed his place as Reading Clerk,

and was also able to take part in discussing

of the questions.

—The paper, asking that, in the Communio
vices, the sisters be accorded the same privilege

granted to the brethren, elicited

usual length, earnestness and thoroughness, Many
of the arguments had probably never before been

presented at our Annual Conference. Appeals

were made to the Scriptures, as well as to history.

—What was said will put many of our people on

both sides of the question to thinking and reading

There is more on both sides than most persons arc

ready to admit.

—Steps were taken, looking to a further revision

of our Minutes. We have, in our Minutes, too

many decisions that cease to serve their purpose

and it is thought that they may be eliminated

manner that will greatly aid u

church.

—A committee of three brethren was appointed

to report a plan for doing the work, to the next

Conference.

—Our people are becoming so well

garding their faith and practice, that it will require

comparatively few decisions to enable th<

work together harmoniously.

—They started out with the Bible as their sole

rule of conduct, and, later on, utilized Conferences
*or the purpose of bringing about the oneness, so

essential to success, and so successfully have these

Conferences served their purpose, in the way of

formulating decisions, that we can now permit the

most important of these to do their perfect work,

while the greater part of our attention in the fu-

ture may be given to the spread of the Gospel

and the developing of churches and Christian char-

acter.

—This we can do and at the same time adhere

most earnestly to the old and well-tried landmarks

of our fathers.

—A few committees were appointed to visit some
hurches, and to set in order the things that may
be needed.

—The calls for committees this year were not as

imerous as in former years. This is very gratify-

ing.

—There were a number of calls for the Annual
Meeting next year, and two for 1899. It was de-

cided that the next Meeting should be held in the

Northern District of Illinois. We shall endeavor

to take it and do our utmost to make it as pleasant

as possible for those who may attend.

—The meeting closed shortly after twelve o'clock

We never attended a meeting that closed with

such a pleasant and hopeful feeling upon the part

of all those in attendance.

—Throughout the Conference was very spiritual,

as well as very instructive and edifying. In these

respects it greatly surpassed not a few Annual

Meetings that we have attended.

—Those having the meeting in charge did their

part well. They did their utmost to make things

pleasant, and we all felt that we were welcomed.

—The eating departments were welt managed.

The cooking was good, the supply of food ample,

and the price so reasonable that no one had occa-

sion to complain.

—And, by the way, one of the most accommo-

dating persons on the ground was the Postmaster.

Well, in fact, everybody was accommodating, so fat

—On every hand we met members who said that

they never attended a meeting that they enjoyed

better. But how could they help enjoying such a

delightful feast of spiritual things!

—During our sojourn in Frederick, we lodged

with Dr. H, P. Fahrney. He and his wife are ear-

nest members and workers in the church, and we

found theirs a very pleasant home indeed.

—We would like to have met more of the mem-
bers, residing in the city, but time did not permit it.

We did not have time to attend even one of the

services in the city. This we greatly regretted.

—We learn that the Brethren have a very con-

venient house of worship, in which services are held

regularly, and that an earnest band of the faithful

and the true worship here.

—A thousand or more of the members left for

their homes during the afternoon and in the even-

ing. We did not get away until six the next morn-

ing, at which time hundreds took the train, some

to visit other localities, but most of them were on

their way to the loved ones at home.

Visit to Washington.

—We turned our face towards Washington City,

We had never seen the capital of this great nation,

and had a special desire to visit it.

—We spent the greater part of two days in the

city, and, had we space, we would like to tell our

readers of the many interesting things that came

to our notice, but we must confine the remainder

of these notes to a few points only.

—Before and after the Conference the city was vis-

ited by several hundred members, who attracted no

small amount of attention. For days they might

be met with at all the important places. We learn

that their deportment made a favorable impression

on the minds of the people.

—One merchant asked us if there were not about

30,000 of them in the city. He did business on a

street near the Capitol, where he could see some of

them passing nearly every hour in the day.

—We need not tell our readers how we listened

to the Senate discussing the sugar section of the

tariff bill, how v/c climbed to the dome of the Capi-
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tol and had a grand view of every part of the city,

how we visited the Treasury department, and
saw the experts making and counting money, how
we visited the White House, and then the new Li-

brary building, probably the finest building in the
world, to say nothing of many other places of inter-

est at which we spent several hours.

—We might tell of our trip to the top of the
Washington Monument, the highest permanent
structure in the world. The view from this monu-
ment is grand indeed, the finest we have ever seen.

—The top is reached by an elevator, carrying

thirty persons at one time, and it requires nine

minutes to make the ascent. At the top is a room
about twenty-five feet square, with windows on
each side. But this is all we can now say of the

city scenes.

—We also visited Mount Vernon, the home of

the Father of his country, on the western bank of

the Potomac, fourteen miles south of Washington.
This home stands on the bluff, one hundred and
ten feet above the stream, and commands a charm-

id down the river,ing i rup:

—We first visited the large brick tomb in which
rest the bodies of Washington and his wife. The
large marble caskets containing these remains are

in plain view. We looked upon these marble cas-

kets with that peculiar feeling that comes over one
when he stands in the presence of the venerable

dead.

—We next visited the mansion, which had been

the home of Washington, the greater part of his

life, and passed through nearly every part of the

historic building. We took a special look at the

room set apart for his library, as well as the room

in which he died. A peculiar sensation comes over

one as he passes from room to room, in a building

made almost sacred by association.

—The mansion is furnished very much as it W39

when Martha Washington presided as its mistress.

In fact, it looks very much as though the General

and his wife had taken their departure only a short

time before, and the house had been thrown open

to visitors.

—Everything about the premises is kept in trim,

and even aside from its historical interest it is a

delightful place at which to spend a few hours.

Leaving the winding and well-kept road that leads

to the boat-landing, we followed a lone foot-path

down the steep bluff-side, where rough stones had

been laid to form steps, in places, thinking that

here Washington had himself walked up and down

more than a thousand times.

—Returning to the city we visited Bro. Albert

Hollinger and wife, and had the pleasure of a few

hours in their home. They are not only greatly in-

terested in the work entrusted to them, but seem

quite hopeful for the future,

—We looked at the lot purchased by the Mission

Board, on which to erect a very much needed house

of worship. A better location could hardly have

been selected, as it is near one of the best street-

car lines in the city, and within five minutes' walk

of the Capitol.

—This church should be erected at an early

date, and every possible effort upon the part of our

members should be made to raise the money for

the purpose, and if each one who reads these notes

will at once send one dollar to the General Mission-

ary Committee, at Mount Morris, for the purpose,

work might be commenced on the building inside

of a few weeks. We would like to see five thou-

sand persons respond to this call, and we may be

counted in as one of them. We certainly must have

a good meetinghouse in the capital of our nation.

—Here end our Annual Meeting Notes for this

year. We reached our home at the Mount in good

health, and much encouraged over the meeting, and

must now bend all of our energies to making the

Messenger what a church paper truly ought to be.

We might greatly extend these notes, for we have

many things in mind that we would Ijke to say, but

we must, for the present, at least, bring them to a

close, !• B Uf
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excellent daily report of the Meeting, and we feel

to thank the editor and reporters for the fairness

shown in their reports of the proceedings of our

Conference. It is in striking contrast with the

garbled and unfair reports that so often find their

way into the columns of the press:

—The simplicity of the religious worship, the plain and un-

ostentatious garb, the absence of conspicuous jewelry, the

temperate habits of our visiting 1) unker friends, if imitated

closely by the masses of our people, would bring about gen-

eral prosperity in short order.

—The Standing Committee of the German Baptist Meeting,

now in session, is composed of the representative men of tbe

various Districts of the church. Tbe election yesterday re

suited in the choice of able and earnest men, and in tLe as-

surance that the business of the meeting will be carefully and

capably transacted.

—The earnest and eloquent sermons of the Brethren, tbe

happy reunions, the interesting business sessions, will long

be remembered with pleasure by all, and the great meeting

of 1807 will go down in history, associated with the name of

Frederick, as the greatest and most successful in all the one
hundred and fifty-five years of such gatherings,

—The gathering of the German Baptists of the United

States in their Annual Meeting here this week affords an op-

portunity to study the social spirit in church work, a spirit

which largely prevails among the brethren and sisters of the

German Baptist Fraternity and adds in large measure to the

Christian purity and earnest simplicity of their lives.

—In passing upnn the numerous questions that have come
before them in their Annual Meeting in this city, this week,
the German Baptist Brethren have displayed their usual de-

votion to the simplicity of thc-r primitive religion, and in

their conservative legislation have consistently fought against

the encroachments of worMliness upon tbe habits and worship
of their people.

—After the storm tbe calm, and that is the condition in

which Frederick finds itself to-day, after the adjournment of

the Annual Meeting. The citizens can congratulate them-
selves upon the reputation they acquired among the visitors

for hospitality and enterprise. It was a great and success-

ful meeting, and served to increase tbe respect of everybody
simplicity of the primitive faith in

i put their spiritual trust.

—A noticeable feature of the German Bapti

the earnest interest and enthusiasm which the >

in the work of the church. Every movement in which the
aid of the women is enlisted seems sure of success, aid when
they are found working in the cause of tbe church, as they

3ere assembled,

the members, when friends and reU
areas of country, can mingle togettr

cial intercourse, and enjoy the pleas

consecrated to an humble, but consistent faith in the divinity

of God and the absolute infallibility of Scripture. Though a

quiet and reticent people in their intercourse with others,

seeking, as far as possible, to shun that part of worldliness

which is evil and which mi^ht degrade the moral spirit, they
are at heart a kindly, charitable, thoughtful and sympathetic
Brotherhood, helping each other in the fellowship of work
and laboring together in fraternal interest for the welfare of

the church.

—Sunday was one of the greatest days in the history of

religious gatherings in this city. It was an unusual day, a
day to be remembered by the young and old, and told about
in time to come, with emphasis upon its many novel features,

and reference to the earnest and sincere devotion of the sect

under whose auspices the gathering was held. It was the
fourth and great day of the Annual Meeting of the German
Baptists in the United States, and the Meccn of all who re-

side in the city, temporarily or permanently, from early dawn
till evening's latest hour, was tbe fair grounds, tbe great Tab-
ernacle erected therein, and the green groves beneath whose
shade happy reunions were held and friends met friends
from distant points with words of cheerful greeting. Tbe at-

tendance at the height of tbe day can be safely estimated at

iS.oco, but notwithstanding the immense size of the crowd,
excellent order prevailed and no disturbances occurred.

—Tbe transfer of the publishing business means a new era
in the history of the German Baptist Brethren church. From
this date a new impetus will be noted in the development of

the church. For now is placed within her hands the great-

ngle power within her control,—the great power of the

;. Along wi'h the transfer comes the strong inducement
ery member to read his own church paper, for it is pub-

lished by the church and stimulated and directed by the deep
of de: Priii Chri lity pn

; gaihei

foreboding of the npb of Christ

nplc

—The methods of legislation by which the business before
the Annual Meeting of the German Baptist Brethren is dis-

cussed and disposed of makes it one of the broadest and
most essentially democratic bodies in the world. The vote
of the delegates is the final ultimatum by which all queries
are answered, and it is the Brethren's appreciation of the
sanctity of their billot that binds them inviolably in bonds of

—The zealous efforts of the Gem
missionary work are worthy of the

Much of the energy of the church has been
mission cause during recent years, and thi
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lands with the helpful beauty
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behalf oE

labors, so far.
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uus sources of church
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It is these elements in the character of the German Bap-
that make them especially warm adherents to tbe social
l in the church. This is manifested in their constant and
:asing interest in Sunday school and missionary labors.
manifested in their progress along many lines of Chris-
effort. They look upon the social spirit as a vital prin-

,
and in their annual gatherings the
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ty of thought and
rank and file of the Brotherhood. With the already large
circulation of the GOSPEL Messenger, the principal publi-

cation of the company, and its associate publications, the
Young Disciple, Children at Work and Advanced and Juve-
nile Quarltrli'S, now counted by the ten thousands, who can
prophesy what will be the growth of the church during the

coming years? New inspiration has been placed in the heart
of every worker of the church, new powers are within her
borders, and wonderful possibilities He out before her. The
Conference yesterday was not slow to recognize ibis fact, though
possibly all that is here suggested did not occur to many

yet the recognition of the importance
ugh when the entire voting power ofof the E

/ith but one dissenting vote, v fav<

Otier extracts of equal interest might be given
but these will suffice to show how the editors of the

Dai'y News saw us. d l. m.

the words lose their symbolical force, and we ar
left at sea, as to what they do mean. And yet th'

is what we do when we use the word " peculiar" ;

reference to our form of dress. Dress does not
make us a peculiar people, in Bible language,

at
all, but it does make us a distinctive people,

j llst

as far as our form of dress is distinctive and dif.

ferent from the dress of other people. If form in

dress can be accepted as an index to "God's pe.

culiar people," then we can go to the Eastern
world for them. The Turks, Chinese, Egyptians
the long-robed priests, and veiled nuns of the dif.'

ferent branches of the Catholic church,— all could
have as good claims for being the Lord's pecul-

iar people as we, and, in some ways, much better,

because their forms are more distinctive, and some
of them have maintained the same forms as were
used and worn in the days of Christ and the apos-

nd the ;ties, ;

We were greatly

while traveling amc

noticing this, what

ttve form of dress.

they 1

A PECUUAR PEOPLE.

Gert Bapti

Ik our church literature we have formed the hab-

it of calling ourselves a "peculiar" people, and in

the very best sense we hope we are, but by a

forced interpretation we apply it to our form of

dress, which is wrong, as it takes the word away
from its original setting. The term is used twice in

the New Testament Scriptures, Titus 2: 14, "and
purify unto himself a peculiar people," and in I

Pet. 2: g, "But ye are a peculiar people," and in

both cases the reference is to a fullness of the

Christian graces, as defined by our best Greek
lexicographers, and in "Young's Analytical Con-
cordance."

" Peculiar," Greek, periourias, beyond ordinary,

Titus 2: 14, It means a making all around acquisi

tion, 1 Pit. 2: 9, which implies, "In all the Chris-

tian virtues, add to, make acquisition." Words
are symbols of thoughts or ideas, each word origi-

nally symbolized a single thought, idea or thing.

To apply this symbol to a different thought or

thing would be incongruous and confusing, and
because this is done so much
and symbols, we have the

Biblical interpretations and c

the religious world.

s a people, claim that

stick to the original meaning of

lical interpretations,—as used in the time when th

Scriptures were written, and this is right becaus

trith Scripture words

idless confusions in

nflicting opinions in

uld always

npressed with these thoughts

g these Eastern people and

:emed to be, a very distinc-

In places our form of dress

seemed exceedingly odd and strange to them, and as

we traveled among the Greeks, Armenians and

Jews of Bible Lands, we supposed if they had

passed a decision upon our dress appearance, they

would have voted us to be a party of heathen idol-

aters, and yet, in harmony with our own application

of Biblicil interpretations, we ought to call them
the Lord's " peculiar people." You may ask, why
we should call these people a "peculiar" people.

We answer, Because this is the interpretation we too

often give to the word "peculiar." And what we
want to do is not to, in any wiy miliza^e against

our accepted views of Gospel plainness, but to use

the right words to represent it. The Lord wants

to be a peculiar people in the Bible sense,—in
.1, earnestness, full of good works, precious in

eyes, — more than ordinary,- rich in grace and

knowledge, — a treasure,—which is fhe true mean-
ng of the word. "Ye shall be a peculiar treasure

into me." Ex. 19: 5,

In carrying out the Gospel principles of plain-

ness, we are to be distinctive in the putting on of

modest apparel. " Whose adorning, let it not

be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and

of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; but

let it be the hidden man of the heart, . . . even

the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is

in the sight of God of great price." We are to be

distinctive in showing "a meek and quiet spirit."

The useless ornamenting of the body is negatived

by affirming what our adorning should be.

In striving to manifest this meek and quiet

Christian spirit, the outward or bodily adorning

is subordinated to that which is better, the inward.

As will be seen, the strict interpretation of this

third verse of I I^ter 3, does not mean that the

child of God is not to have hair, use goH, or put

on apparel That would mean more than any of

g to accept. But it does mean

se these things in a way that

adornment, instead of the in-

re, in the sight of God, of great

uld be

that we
they be

: not to

twhe deviate fro thi;

We as a p eople above a 11 others, nught to be

hones t and candid n the interpretations we give of

theS ripturc , in ur speaki g and wri ing. When
we c >me to the subjects f baptism, the Lord's

Supp r, feetv/ashir g, etc., w e insist on this, and it

s right that VI e should. It i our duty, and should

beou purpose to let the \ ords of S ripture ex-

press the min d of the writer. The Scriptures arc

not f priva e interpretatio n. No m n has any

right whatever to patch ur to them h s own pri-

vate v lews, or make them mean what he would like

to run e them. Thi s is the si n of taking words from

rule of interpretation, their settings, destroying their force as symbols,
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and attaching to them a meaning of our own. No
matter how much we may wish to prove a cher-

ished view of our own, let us not try to do it by

giving forced interpretations to the truths of the

Bible. H. B. B.

«* HOME * AND * FAMILY *

A SWEET YOUNG FACE.

Along the noisy city ways
And in this rattling city car,

On this the dreariest of days,

I was perplexed with fret and jar.

When suddenly a young, sweet face

Looked on my petulance and pain,

And lent it something of its grace,

And charmed it into peace again.

The day was just as bleak without,

My neighbor just as cold within,

And truth was just as full of doubt,

The world was just as full of sin.

But in the light of that young smile

The world grew pure, the heart grew warm.
And sunshine gleamed a little while

Across the darkness of the storm,

I did not care to seek her name,

I only said, " God bless thy life,

Thy sweet, young grace be still the same,

Or happy maid or happy wife."

—Phillips Brooks.

A CHILD'S REBUKE.

" Do you ever pray?" asked a tiny bit of a girl,

of an avowed infidel one day, as she had strayed in-

to his office from an adjacent room on the same

floor.

She was a pretty, bright child, and the young
lawyer had been pleased with her fair face and

winning ways, and had often, by means of candies

and other small gifts, encouraged her to come, and

this time, although the office was crowded with

clients, he had called her to his side and given her

a seat upon his knee, where she had remained
usually quiet, until a pause in the conversation had
given her opportunity for the question which

seemed uppermost in her mind.

"Say, do you?" she persisted, as he hesitated

visibly embarrassed. Although he was now ar,

open follower of Ingersoll's doctrine, he had in hii

boyhood a Christian home, and, somehow, he could

scarcely have explained why he was ashamed to

meet the honest blue eyes of that five-year-old

child, and frankly acknowledge that he did not

pray.

" Do you? " he inquired at last, desperately; hop^

ing thus to change the, to him, very obnoxious sub-

ject, for there was an unmistakable smile showing
upon the faces of his visitors at his evident unwill-

ingness to answer.

"Oh, yes, of course!" she answered promptly,

not in the least disturbed by the question; "once
every night and morning, besides lots of other

times. But say, do you? You know,—you did not

tell me."

"Didn't I?"—the color actually crimsoning his

forehead. "Well, I think I might say, 'God bless

my little child!' Do you think that would do?"

"Yes, sir," naively, " but I think you would much
better pray for yourself."

" 1 could have stood up, and faced and answered
the most scathing rebuke ever leveled at infidelity

in public," he said, in repeating the story after-

ward to a company of friends in my hearing. " I

could have laughed in the face of the most emi-

nent divine who dared to urge upon me the duty
of prayer; but that child's question completely

nonplussed me. I believe in all the defeats I ever

experienced, I never felt so unspeakably little as

1 did that day."— Christian Standard.

EARLY FAMILY JARS.

The joy and peace of home are doomed in 1

very day in which either husband or wife begins
feel that the companionship of the other is

looger a necessity, In the reminiscences of G

Hancock, by his wife, there is a very touching al-

lusion to Gen. Robert E. Lee, whom she describes
as "the beau ideal of a soldier and a gentleman."
When Hancock, then a young army officer, was
about to be ordered to the Pacific Coast, Lee said
to her, "I understand that you contemplate de-
serting your post, which is by your husband's side,

and that you are not going to California with him.
If you will pardon me, I should like to give you a
little advice. You must not think of doing this.

I consider it fatal to the future happiness of young
married people, upon small provocation, to live

apart, either for a short or a long time. The re-

sult is invariably that they cease to be essential to
each other. Now promise me that you will not al-

low him to sail without you."

—

C. Herald,

CORRESPONDENCE *

From the Osage Church, Kans.

Our regular quarterly council took place to-day.

Our Sunday school officers were elected for the

next six months. Bro. D. P. Neher is our Superin-

tendent, with Bro. J. B. Wolfe as Assistant. We de-

cided to hold our love feast on Thursday, Oct. 28.

For two reasons we hold it in the middle of the

week,—to avoid excessive labor on the Lord's Day,
and also to avoid the class that generally comes to

love feasts to make disturbance. There will also

be a series of meetings in connection with the love

feast, beginning about ten days prior.

A call was made for two deacons, one in this

branch of the church, and one at Brazilton, but the

vote being very close for two at Brazilton, the church
decided to install three. The following are the

brethren chosen: ). W. Wampler, Sanger Crum-
packer and D. P. Neher. All, with their wives,

were duly installed. The church was assisted by
Bro. M. O. Hodgden, of the Neosho church, and
brethren Leonard Wolfe and Henry Shidler, of the

Cherokee church. One has been added by baptism

since our last report. Every fifth Sunday we have
children's meeting. Salem Beery.

McCune, Kans., June 5.

Looking Back.

In this world of ours it sometimes does us good
to call a halt and look back, to see what we have

done and at what point we have arrived.

After our return from the late Annual Meeting at

Frederick, it being the twenty-fourth Annual Meet
ing we have attended, I said to my wife, in answer a;

to whether we had a good meeting, " I thought it

one of the very best, if not the best I ever attended."

I remember the time when our aged brethren like

Geo. Hoke, Jas. Tracy, Geo. Shively, Dickey,

and others, from Eastern Ohio, traveled by private

conveyance to Indiana and other places, to attend

the Annual Meetings. I also call to mind the time

when Bro. John Cline, of Virginia, crossed the

mountains on horseback, to meet with the Brethren

in Annual Meeting, and serve the church as Mod-

There were blessed meetings in those daysl O
how we love to think of the good old fathers of our

church and the good counsel they gave us! O, how
we treasure the pleasant associations of former

As we call up much of the work, we are made sad

to think that the great work of the church was so

much overloked! In those days we had no Sunday

schools, no missionaries in foreign fields! Poor sin-

ners were dying in ignorance of a Savior's pardon-

ing mercy. There was no one to tell them the sto-

ry of the Cross!

When we thus look back we cannot help but feel

sad. Some of us then said, "When these aged

brethren lay the armor by, what will become of

the church! " Some even made the remark that the
church would be ruined.

I now remember a conversation at Mexico, Pa,,
between two dear brethren, when one brother made
a remark similar to the above. The other brother
replied, " My dear brother, that depends on who is

at the helm. If Jesus is at the helm, he will steer
the old Gospel ship and land us safely, but if we
should forget that Christ is at the head of the
church and refuse to hear him and begin to trust in
the wisdom of man, and by our own strength and
wisdom endeavor to land the Old Ship, we would
all be lost."

Well, as we sit down and see where we are now,
we are made to rejoice and take courage. In other
days we could not hold Sunday schools, even in

schoolhouses, now we have organized Sunday
schools all over the land. Then we had no schools
of learning of our own. If we wished to quench the
thirst for knowledge, we had to go from home, and
many were lost to the church in consequence of it.

I now recall some noble minds that were lost to the

church in just that way. Now, however, we have a
number of good schools, well guarded, and all do-
ing good work, where our dear children can prepare
themselves for the great work before them,

Then, again, just think, for one moment, of the
power of the press, and that, by the great liberality

of some noble hearts, the church now owns and con-

trols her publishing interests. We believe that a

mighty work will be done through that channel!

Then, again, we are moving forward in the great

work of the church. Many are getting ready for

advance work. We have missionaries in Denmark,
Sweden, India and Asia Minor, and also an Or-
phans' Home at Smyrna. More are going to for-

eign fields, and at home we have missions in North-

ern, Middle and Southern States, in addition to the

work in the State Districts,

Before I close I would yet say that God has and
is raising up others to carry on the work of the

church. While many of the dear old veterans of

the cross, such as the beloved James Quinter, and
others, have gone to their reward, some are still

with us who, by their zeal for the work, may inspire

us to go on. With such faithful men in the lead,

as we had at this last meeting, and the spirit pre-

vailing, we can look forward with bright anticipa-

tions to the future.

No unkind word nor fiery speech was heard, but

all was seasoned with grace. We cannot help but

recall the meeting at Frederick with pleasure.

Surely, if there ever was a report given of Annual
Meeting, that was profitable, this one will be the

best. All that could not attend the Meeting,

should, by all means, send twenty-five cents for the

"Report." G. W. Crii'E.

Cerro Gcrdo, Hi, June 1$.

to tr;

From the Beaver Dam Church, Ind.

hurch met in council on Saturday, June 12,

act some business of importance. The
church selected brethren Monroe Warren, Edward
Warren, and George Beigh as a Committee of Ar-

rangements, for the Ministerial Meeting of Middle

Indiana, which is to be held in this church Oct. 8.

The church feels confident that, under the man-

agement of these brethren, everything will be in

readiness till that time, so that all can enjoy them-

selves that come. We look for a large meeting, as

we are near the line of Northern Indiana.

Our Communion was appointed for Sept. g. On
account of the Communion we decided to move our

next quarterly meeting three weeks ahead,—on Sat-

urday, Aug. 21. Our much esteemed elder, Samuel

Leckrone, was with us and gave us valuable coun-

sel. On Sunday, following the council-meeting,

Bro. David Swihart, of the Roann church, was with

us. He preached for us both in the forenoon and

afternoon. If such visits were made more fre-

quently, it would be a great stimulant to a healthy

growth. Thus ended three enjoyable meetings.

J. L. Kline.

June 16,
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"As cold water lo ; lliirsl v s."il. vi >> e 1 n.us li-mi a tar country."

County Line.—This church met in council Jun

4. All business that came before the council wa

disposed of with love and satisfaction. We have

about forty members. We decided to hold a love

feast Oct. 2, commencing at 2 P. M.—/. Grant, June

II.

Canton Church.—The brethren and sisters of

the Canton congregation, Ohio, held their Com-
munion meeting on the evening of June 13, at the

Center meetinghouse. Bro. Noah Longanecker,

of the East Nimishillen congregation, Ohio, offici-

ated.

—

Geo. S. Grim, Louisville, Ohio.

North Poplar Ridge Church.—Bro. Perry Mc-

Kimmey began a series of meetings in this church

May 29, and closed June 6 with a love feast. Dur-

ing his meetings eleven were baptized and one re-

stored. Nearly all were Sunday school scholars.

Most of them are from eleven to fourteen years

of age. Bro. McKimmey officiated at our Com-
munion. There was a large attendance from ad-

joining churches.

—

Sarah M. Horr.ish, DomerviUe,

Ohio.

Sandy Church.—We began a short series of

meetings prior to our love feast, at the Reading

house, and continued ten days. Bro. L. H. Eby,

of North Manchester, was with us, and labored

earnestly in the Master's cause. Four precious

souls were added to the church. We truly feel

thankful for the Word of Life, so abundantly min-

istered unto us as a church We trust lasting good
has been accomplished. Mav the Lord bless our

brother!

—

Ella Weaver, North Georgetown, Ohio, June

10.

Eagle Creek Church.—June 5 our church met in

council, preparatory to our Communion. All busi-

ness was adjusted in a brotherly way, which, we
hope, may meet the Divine approval and result in

the church's future good. June 8 sister Cora
Miller, of North Manchester, Ind., began a singing-

class, which will continue at least till June 19. The
class is growing in interest and numbers, and Sister

Miller is proving herself an efficient worker. We
need more singers who can not only teach the
rudiments, but can also develop the spirituality

of the music. Our Communion occurred June 12,

and was truly a feast of love. Nearly two hun-
dred communicants surrounded the tables of the
Lord. All, we believe, realized that the doer,

rather than the hearer, receives the blessing.—
Ckas. A. Bame, June 14.

NORTH DAKOTA.

Rotten. — The Sweetwater Lake church met in

special council May 29. Three members were re-

ceived by letter (one a deacon). Two letters of
membership were granted. Considerable business
came before the meeting. We decided to hold our
Communion July 17, commencing at 10 A. M.—S
N. Eversole.

New Eockford.—We have a flourishing Sunday
school with foity-six scholars. Our collection runs
as high as seventy-seven cents. Our Superintendent
is Bro. Gram, assisted by Bro. D. L. Andis. We
feel that the Lord is with us in this grand work.
There are many souls to save here. We are in
need of help, and hope that some one of our min-
isters will come to help us, to spread the Gospel.
We are living in an excellent country.—Edith C.
Geiger, June 14.

Red River Valley Church. We met in quarter-
ly council June 5. A great deal of business was
pleasantly disposed of. Two were received by
letter and four letters given to members leaving
this place. We have an excellent Sunday school,
superintended by I. Brower. Our Communion
meeting will occur on the evening of July 9, at 4
P, M. All are cordially invited. Bro. George
Strycher is in South Dakota, at present, holding a
series of meetings.—D. W. Wolf, Mayville, N. Dak.
June 15.

INDIANA.

Baugo Church —We met in council May 29, and
decided to have two protracted meetings next fall.

A good spirit seemed to prevail during the meet-
ing. Eld A. H. Puterbaugh was present and as-

sisted in the work. Our Communion meeting was
held June 10. It was a spiritual feast. Eld. Dan-
iel Witmer officiated Other ministers present
were brethren A. H. Puterbaugh, Daniel Hartman,
Daniel Wysong, John Nusbaum, Peter Huffi

Frank Krider. Last Sunday Eld. Alex. Miller
preached for us in Wakarusa, and gave us good
instruction.— Christian Metzl'r, Wakarusa, Ind., June
'7-

Beechy Mire.—The members of the Four Mile
church met in quarterly council June 5. The busi-

ness was disposed of, we trust, to the glory of God.
One was received by letter at this meeting, and
others have been received previous, for which we
are much encouraged. Our love feast will occur
Oct. 9, at the White Water meetinghouse.—Sallie
D Loh-er,June 16.

English Prairie Chnrch.—Our love feast was
held on Saturday evening, June 12. The atten-

dance and good order were commendable. Many
brethren and sisters from adjoining churches were
with us. We had an ample force of ministers from
abroad. About one hundred and fifty members
communed. Two persons were baptized before

the Communion services. On Sunday morning
several of our ministers gave an interesting talk

to the Sunday school children, which made quite

an impression on the older ones as well. Services

were held after the close of the Sunday school —
John Long, Br'ghton, Ind., June 16.

Hartford City.—The brethren of the Hartford
City church met in regular church council June 8.

All business that came before the meeting was
pleasantly disposed of. We decided to hold our
love feast Oct. 15. We have a very interesting

prayer meeting each Tuesday evening.—Rosella
Holcroft, June 12.

Anderson Church.—Two were received by let-

ter at our council June 12. One young sister was
baptized on Sunday following the council. We
extend an invitation to all ministers, passing
through this place, to stop with us when possible,

and aid in this great work.—/. 5.

noli Ave., Jun
IOWA.

mbers of the Panthe CreekPanther.—The
church, with a very large delegation from the
surrounding churches, enjoyed a glorious love feast

June 12 and 13. Some said it was the largest

meeting of the kind ever held in this church.
Eleven ministers were present besides our own.—D. E. Brubaker, June 14

Indian Creek Church.— Our love feast of June
11 and 12 was a most enjoyable one, giving us a
foretaste of the good things God has in store for
his children The attendance was large and the
order good. Ministers from adjoining churches
were, brethren Shamberger, and S. M. and J. Q
Goughnour. About one hundred and twenty sur-
rounded the tables. Bro. S. M. Goughnour offici-

ated. Our Sunday school is progressing nicely.
We feel that the Lord is blessing the efforts put
forth at this place.—A. W. Flory, Maxwell, Iowa
June 16.

COLORADO.

Notice.—Any one knowing of members living in

or near Pueblo, Colo., is requested to give us their
address, and we will be pleased to call on them and
invite them to our meeting. We are expecting Bro.
Geo. E. Studebaker soon, to hold some meetings.—
R. A. Patterson, Pueblo, Colo., May 29.

ARKANSAS.

Round Mountain Chnrch.—Last Friday I went
to Rogers and preached four times. I also held

rtainly had a very pleasant
:il. A de nd hi: .ife

by letter, We made preparations for the Co™
ion meeting, to be held at Bentonville, July
-Samuel Weimer, Wyman,June 14.

MARYLAND.
Woodbury Church.—Bro. S. O. Larkins, one of

Dur home ministers, who, at our late council, wa ,

ldvanced to the second degree of the ministry
vas called to Washington, D. C, on Sunday, May
16, to fill an appointment for Bro. Hollinger, who
las not been in good health for some time. We
ejoice to learn, however, that he is gradually re .

:overing. Bro. Larkins expresses himself as espe.

cially well pleased with sister Carrie Westergrens
work of gathering in the poor children for Sunday
school, who are more or less forsaken by some of

the popular churches. He says that a more quiet

and orderly Sunday school cannot be found any-

where. The following Sunday, May 23, Bro. S.

A. Sanger, of Scotts Ford, Va., preached a most
excellent and instructive sermon for us from Luke
16: 19-3'-—/. S. Law, 40-7 St. Paul St., Baltimore,

Md
, June II.

Pineygrove.—We met in council June 12. But
little business came before the church and all was
adjusted in a spirit of meekness. Two un :

ted

with us by baptism, since my last report, and more
are counting the cost. We have decided to have
a love feast on Sept. 4. We will also hold one
week's series of meetings prior to love feast, be-

ginning Aug. 28. We expect Bro. Jasper Barnt-

house, of Marklei sburg, Pa., to do the preaching.

Samuel M. Wilhe'lm, Pleasant/till, W. Va., June 14.

KANSAS.

Peabody Church.—We held our love feast June
5. Our elder, M. Keller, was with us. Visiting

ministers were brethren Dickey, Frantz, Young,
Button and Pitzer. They held forth the Word
with power. Eld. Dickey officiated. We were
glad to see so many from surrounding churches
present. On Sunday morning we had short talks

to the children from brethren Pitzer, Button, Kel-

ler and Sister Long. Elders Keller and Dickey
were called on Sunday morning to anoint Sister

Yost, who had been thrown from a buggy by a

train and seriously injured,

—

Sadie Thomas, June 14.

Scott Valley.—We met in quarterly council May
15. Bro. John Sherfy, our elder, presided. Five

members were received by letter and there are

good prospects for more soon. Our love feast

will be Oct. 13, commencing at 4 P. M. We will

hold meetings prior to the feast, beginning Oct.

10. Our harvest meeting will be held Aug. 31,

commencing at 10 A. M. We have preaching

services each first and third Sunday at II o'clock,

and each second and fourth Sunday in the even-

ing The church bought two dozen Sunday school

Song Books. This gives us a good supply of

books, and is having its effect upon our song
Maggie Myers, June 10,

ILLINOIS.

Milmine Church.—June to we met in quarterly

council. Considerable business came before us,

but was disposed of in a very pleasant manner,

Love, peace and union exist in our little band.

We decided to hold our love feast Oct. 15, also a

missionary meeting July 4. Bro. Isaac Brubaker
is to preach for us that day. We hope to have a

good report to make of the result of the meeting.—
Minnie V. Gibson, Cerrogordo, III., June 15.

VIRGINIA.

Medina. -Brethren A. J. Lilly and A. B. Garst

from Thorn, Sullivan Co., Tenn., paid us a visit

id earnestly preached the Word for us. The
little band of brethren and sisters was greatly ed-

ified, and we feel thankful to our brethren for their

kindness in remembering us.—/. G. Lewis, June 16.

Elkrun.—June 12 we met in church council.

Everything passed off in the right spitit. One of

the commendable features of our councils, of late,

is the missionary spirit that is being awakened.
August 7 is the time of our harvest meeting. Our

imunion meeting will be Oct. 9. Three have

united with the church by baptism, recently, at

one of our outskirts. We also have one applicant

at another point.—/. A. Miller, Stover, Va.,Jnne 14'
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Alva.—The Weeping Water church met in quar-

terly council June 12. Considerable business came
before the meeting. We decided to hold a series

f meetings this fall. On Sunday, May 13, the day
following our council, two more were received in-

to the church by baptism.—/. L Suavely, June 14.

South Loup Church.—Our elder, Bro. S. M.
Forney, came to us June 2, and began a series of

meetings which closed Sunday evening. Five dear

souls came out on the Lord's side and were bap-

tized just before we held our love feast on Sat-

urday evening. It was a feast of love to many of

us. About sixty-two surrounded the Lord's tables.

There were with us brethren and sisters from four

other churches, — Upper and Lower Wood River,

Muddy Valley, and Silver Lake. Of those bap-

tized, one belonged to Upper Wood River, one to

the Muddy Valley and three to this congregation,

There is a great field here, and many are anxious

to hear the Brethren preach. There is, however,

a scarcity of laborers. We would like for some
preacher to come and settle here with us. We be-

lieve he would be rewarded greatly for his labors.

_-/ C. Wright, Miller, Nebr
, June 7.

MISSOURI.

Glensted.—There is a call from Alton, Indian
Territory, to attend to an applicant for baptism
Will brethren, who take in that Territory, pleas!

attend the call? For particulars address the writ

er.

—

David Bowman, Glensted, Mo., June 14,

PENNSYLVANIA.

Spring Run.—We met in council May 17, in the
I'ine Glen churchhouse. All business was disposed
of in a quiet manner. We held our love feast June
IS and 19, at which meeting two were added to the
church by baptism. Two deacons were also elect-

ed, the lot falling on brethren Joseph Swigart and
John Miller. Notwithstanding the crowded house,
good order prevailed, and all seemed to enjoy the
meeting.— O. M. Dunmire, McVeytown, Pa., June 14

Putneyvilla.—Our council-meet'ng at the Red-
bank church, was held June 6. We decided to
hold a love feast June 13. At the close of the
meeting we all felt that it was good to be there.
All passed off pleasantly and a good feeling pre-
vailed. We feel to give God the glory. Eld. J.
C Johnson officiated,

—

A. C Shumaker,Junt 1$.

4U
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From the Falling Spring Church, Franklin Co., Pa.

Our love feast was held June 12 and 13 in the
Hade churchhouse. The weather being pleasant
there was a large gathering of both members and
friends, but notwithstanding the large attendance,
we had the very best of order. The large house
was filled with communicants and many were not
able to get to the table. Truly, the meeting
throughout was a feast to the soul. On Saturday
morning we had the Bread of Life dealt out to us
hy Eld. Jacob Witmore, of McPherson, Kans. He
presented many beautiful thoughts on the unity of
the church which we shall not soon forget. In the
afternoon we had another "feast of fat things,"
as prepared and delivered by Eld. P. R. Keltner,
of Sterling, III. His sermon, as Bro. Witmore's
"l the morning, was appreciated by all.

Bro.
J. C. Witmore, of Ohio, preached the ex-

amination sermon. Bro. J. M. Ncff, of Fruitdale,
Ala., was also with us, and spoke in the evening
on the ordinances, to the edification and comfort
of all. Elders Jos. Stitzel, of Illinois, and Andrew
Rupel, of Indiana, were also with us, besides about
'welve of the neighboring ministers. Eld. Jacob
Witmore officiated at the feast. The church saw
"' to call a brother to the ministry, and, by an al-

most unanimous vote, Bro. Peter Lehman, one of
our worthy young brethren, was called to that im-
portant and responsible position. On Sunday
morning, amid many tears, and in the presence of a
large congregation, he, with his companion, was
duly installed by Eld. S. M. Loose, of Ohio, He
very feelingly and touehingly laid before them
their duties and obligations, and also laid before
the church its position towards him as her minis-
ter. After the installation brethren Keltner and
Loose gave us another brautiful lesson. Bro Dan'l
Bock, of Indiana, was also with us and preached
a very acceptable sermon on Sunday evening at
the Shady Grove house. Bro. S. M. Loose
preached the same evening in Stouffcrstown, while
our elder, W. C. Koontz, and others, held a love
feast for the benefit of Si tcr Benedict, and others,
who were too feeble to attend services at the
church. Wm, A. Anthony.

Clay Hill, Pa June 16.

From Union Deposit, Pa.

Beloved Brother Mohler:—
Although God kept my body from the great

Conference, my spirit was there. I am glad you
were there, and fulfilled 2 Cor. 4: 5, 6, 7.

Two things are supremely essential to the em-
bassador of Christ, — a clear apprehension of
"the truth as it is in Jesus," and unfaltering
courage to proclaim it. There is too much frag-

mentary preaching in the world, even among the
Brethren. Tlu largest theme in the universe is

Jesus. He is absolutely exhaustless. " In him
dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily."

I have no doubt Timothy was heart-sick when
Paul wrote him (2 Tim. 2: 19). You have, no
doubt, often felt the power of the counsel given
in 2 Tim. 2: I. You have again and again met with
Hymeneus and Philetus. 2 Tim. 2: 17. But a cer-

tain poet comes in with a very sweet word of en-

couragement:

"Courage, preacher, do not stumble.

Darkened sky will soon be bright;

This has come to keep thee humble,
Trust in GOD and SI'KAK THE RIGHT."

This is the true apostolic succession, and it is a

glorious honor. We do not prize our privilege and
dignity as we should. Matt. 5: 11, 12. A popular
preacher and a crucified Redeemer are incom-
patible.

Never flinch a hair-breadlh. There is no com-
promise with God. Redemption cost him too
much to allow sinful men to dally with it. "THE
FOUNDATION OF GOD STANDETH SURE."
Let this be the pivot and keynote of your life and
ministry! Be as sweet and gentle and loving and
self-sacrificing as JESUS, and as firm. Build for

eternity, and only with God's materials.

C. H. Balsbaugh.
7"«e '5-

.

The Chicago Mission.

Going through the city homeward, in company
with Bro. Bingaman, we visited the missionary

workers for a few days, and enjoyed ourselves with

them and their work. Their earnest, kind, loving

and plain manner speaks loudly for them to any
one loving our Brotherhood, and we are inclined

to believe that, counting the age of the undertak-

ing and the obstacles in their way, they are as suc-

cessful as our people anywhere, and perhaps more

If our idea of success is to get numbers into the

church, to save the multitudes, then city missions,

as well as country missions, are a failure, but if our

mission simply is to be salt, then quality and not

the mass will tell. If our mission in the world
simply is to be light, then it depends more on kind

than figures, and we believe the Chicago members,
as far as we saw them, can honorably fill their

places and ought to have every one's sympathy
and assistance.

Judging by what we saw of Northern Illinois

missions, the Chicago mission seems to us the

most prominent, in order and usefulness. The sis-
ters' work, among the children, is carried on in
much love, both in the Sunday school and in theit
sewing department. It trains them both for this
life and the life to come, and will go far to fulfill
Christ's prayer: "That the world may know and
believe that thou hast sent me." John 17: 21-23.
The unity among the workers at Chicago seems as
apparent to us, as, at some places, the absence of
it. This alone will prove to be successful light
and power, to help them in the work they are en-
gaged in. We pray God to bless abundantly our
mission in Chicago, and to that end solicit our dear
brethren, near and far away, to co-operate with
them, encourage and assist them, visit and help
them as God gives opportunity, both temporal and
spiritual. Christian Hope.

Herington, Kans., June 8.

Philadelphia Tent Meeting.

I am engaged in Gospel tent work in this large
city of vanity and pride. We erected a tent, size

50 x 70 feet, made in the best possible manner, of
eight and twelve ounce standard army duck. It
is filled with chairs, the ground overspread with
shavings from the planing mill. A large platform
is at one end of the tent, on which is a pulpit and
seating for eight preachers. The meetings have
been a success, so far, considering the cold,
rainy, unfavorable weather. Two men have, so far,

come forward, and the congregations are constant-
ly increasing in interest, numbers and power.
The reason for engaging in Gospel tent work in

the summer season is,

1. Because God called me to it.

2. Because this is a practical way to answer the
oft-repeated question, " How to reach the masses."

3. Because thousands, in and out of the churches,
are just where I was but a short time ago,—stum-
bling around in the wilderness of doubt, fear and
disobedience, knowing nothing of the faith, rest
and sweet obedience of the Canaan of perfect
DOCTRINE, as believed and practiced by our
Brotherhood. I feel (or them, and desire to bring
to them, what some one has brought to me, by
speaking a word and handing me tracts.

4. Because Jesus said, " Go ye therefore into the
highways, and as many as ye shall find bid to the
marriage."

5. Because it will strengthen and build up the
church of Jesus Christ.

Our meetings are deeply spiritual. Many have
already said to me, " We have never heard it on
this fashion, We have never known that there
arc people in the world like these." It seems that

nearly everybody that loves the Master in sincerity

is falling in line. The singing is a principal feat-

ure of the meetings, and it is simply heavenly and
powerful, so that it draws the people into the tent

as they pass by on the street. (We have no organ,
either.) God is in the movement. The order,

inside and outside of the tent, is very good, so that

we can preach without being molested. The peo-

ple seem to be very hungry for the pure doctrines

of the Bible. Mothers come into the tent with

calico dresses on,—no hat nor bonnet. Others
push the coach inside of the tent and sit down and
listen with tears in their eyes. Children pick up
the hymns and choruses and go home and sing

them to poor unsaved fathers and mothers,—many
of them drunkards. Then, in an evening or two,

children are seen having fathers and mothers by
the hand, leading them to the tent meetings.

Many of them often accept Christ, and become
pillars in the church. One boy, seventeen years

of age, who had never been to Sunday school, never

heard a Gospel sermon, never was inside of a

church, as he was passing by, heard the singing,

came to the tent and listened for a while; then

came inside. The third night of his attendance

he was blessedly converted, and united with the

church. It is a work of faith, believing that the

dear Lord will put it into the hearts of those who
are able to assist, to do so. L, Frank Haas.

>JJ2 Cleveland Ave., June is.
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Thk meeting was held in ihe Mound chnrch

Adrian, Hates Co., Mo., April 28, 1897. was well

attended, and characterised by deep interesi

and good feeling. Elders S, Z. Sharp and J,

H. Neber, of Kansas, were present and added

Prayer is "The breath of God in man return-

ing whence it came." Natural breath fails on

the near approach of death. A failing of the

spiritual breath of prayer is an alarming symp-

tom ol decline, — a threatened approach of

spiritual death.

Winchester said:" The Hrethrcn's houses are

all houses of prayer." We fear that he could

not say this now. The church is losing power

by decline in this service. Family prayer is a

defense to the family and the home. It should

be made interesi nig and pleasant, hut brief, and

not allowed to become an irksome formality.

Some say they are too busy and have not

time for prayer. This is a mistake. When we
) do we most need the help of

God.
5 and hired hands make family v

Some things need -

God. When buying at the store we should call

for what we want. Calling for what we do

intend to buy, would be a discourtesy and
noyance to the merchant. Buying what wt

not want is ruinous to ourselves. In dealing

with God we should consider well what we
want;the,n call for it, in faith believing thai

God will answer our prayer in the best way.

While prayer may have a general character

as praying for things, etc.,—yet it should speci-

fically set forth the wants of the occasion, as al

funerals we should especially pray for the be

reaved; with the sick and troubled, pray for

their distress. At Sunday school pray esp>

ally for divine help in the Sunday school work,

Paying for what we
valued customer. Gi

praise pay for what

should keep our acco

build 'up credit at tr

this end we should cj

to our prayers, and g
a mistake of some,—

t

for God's answer—to

Some prayerlesa
I

blessings, the same ;

feted. These are rui

the end will be disast

Public prayer, to raise the hearts of all to

God, should embrace the heartfelt wants of the
people and be offjred in a distinct voice,

strong enough to be heard by all. It may then
be the united prayer of the congregation.

2, Importance of Unity in Local Churches
and District,

Uitude, thanksgiving and
we get from God. We
int square with God and
e Throue of Grace. To
refully note God's answer
ve him thanks. Here is

1 pray and then not watch

ning in debt to God and

Un of an essential principle

throughout nature, and in every successful hu-
man enterprise. Disunion leads to destruction.

These facts are true in the work of the church.
The Gospc' provides for a "division of la-

bor," and God gave some apostles: and some
prophets: and some evangelists, etc. Eph. 4:

II. No one should get the idea that he can or

ought to run the entire work himself. Division
and contention follow this mind.
The greatest unity of any body of people, go-

ing into church work, was un the Day of Pente-
cost, All were together with one accord. As

:sult 3.000 were added to the church in one
lsbo

uple of dis-

s Spirit has free course.

The Corinthian church is an
cord. 1 Or. I: II, I3;3:3and

One man can disturb the peace of an entire
congregation, and even of the District. Dili-

gent work by the elder, in a private way, may
remove many causes before they develop into
trouble and division.

All are thus brought to an understanding of

each other, and, by exercise of self-denial and
love, the church cm unite on what shall be

rule. In this the teachings of the Gospel, ;

decisions of Annual Meeting must be kep
view, or the union formed will not be pen

3'. Define the Relation of District Meeting
to the Local Congregation and to Annual
Meeting.

After an outline of the relative position of

District Meeting had been given, showing how
business comes to District Meeting and its au-

thority in disposing of the same, the following

analysis of our system of church government
was given by Bro. S. Z. Sharp:

The church, in its councils, isa judicial body
and not legislative. It decides what is law but

docs not make law, Christ is the law-give

and the Gospel is the law.

The interpretation of the Gospel in its appl:

ition to actual cases, as they occur, is a work
belonging to the church. This character

respect to civil law, belongs

In the sense of the nature of the

work done, the councils of the church, in local

congregations. District Meeting and Annual
Meeting, are courts of different degree, tore

nd decide according to law

(the Gospel) what is right or wrong in cases

brought before them, whether pertaining to

the conduct of individual members, orthe work

mthority of the church is

vested in the elders, whose duty it is to carry

into effect the judgment of the church, as ex-

to the ministry and their work becomes
i burdened with discourage-

ment. Performed in human weakness it is

poorly done, because done alone, unaided by
the church.

The remedy is to divide the burden, and put
all the members to work. Let them know
what church work is, by working at it,—what
church burdens are by bearing a part.

Ministers should form the church into

united body of workers, instead of it being

church having a ministry, overworked and ui

whilie at the sam
a laity with nothing to do

e time much needed work re

s undone.

with a prop

This will require organiza-

er division of labor in all di-

The Supreme Court of the State has author-

ity over the decisions of the lower courts.

Likewise the District Meeting has authority

over the decisions of local congregations, when
these come before District Meeting for its ac-

Annual Meeting is the Supreme Court of the

Brotherhood, to which appeal is made concern-

ing all questions on which the local congrega-

tions and District Meeting cannot satisfactor-

ily agree, or on which their decisions would
not be sufficiently far reaching through the

Brotherhood.

The decisions of Annual Meeting are final,

being rendered by the united council of the

entire church, by means of delegates repre-

senting local congregations and District Meet
ings throughout the Brotherhood.

The church is the judge, whether in loca

congregation, District or Annual Meeting
council. Committees, having cases placed ir

their hands for settlement, stand in the posi

t prayer meetings and Sunday schools be
lized! Provide tracts and Gospel Mes-

senger distributing committees. Let there

be a committee to look after the poor and iso-

lated members, and to see that they are regu-

larly visited and looked after socially, etc , as

much as possible. Get all to work, establish a
fellowship in Christian labor, and, by the grace
of God, as the work of the church progresses,

led by the ministry, and supported bythe laity,

the right state of Christian love will establish

itself.

The ministry and laity have too little in com-
mon of the work, cares, trials and triumphs of

the church. Much more oncnessof experience
is needed as a basis of congeniality and active

affection. This is secured by enlisting the

laity in the work by every judicious means.

Abstract interest is hard to develop, but in-

srest from actual engagement in the work de-

elops itself,

i of j

, lnju

Lik L-

1 the]

ithe

questions on which t

opinion, if conducted i

very successful meani of holding the church

:ause of the church,

are often changed
being brought for-

ward, the facts not all being known when the

ision was rendered. Likewisethe.de-

f the church are changed as conditions

or as experience shows that the earlier

s were not made with a knowledge of

all the facts in the case.

This judicial character of the work of church
luncils, and their non-legislative character,

presented to show the error of those who
ink the church assumes to be a law-making

power,—and that its decisions are law, when
the fact is that the decisions of the church are

judgment of what is law (Gospel), in

which it is assumed that the judgment of the

body is safer than that of the individual, and
the judgment of the greater body is better than
that of the lesser.

4. Importance of Cultivating a Warm and
Affectionate Feeling Between the Laity and
Ministry, and How?
Christ said to Peter, "Feed my sheep,"

"Feed my lambs." Feeding the sheep and
lambs has eversince been the work of the min-
istry, in addition to warning and protecting
m from dangers, which, as wolves, would
troy the tlock. A most intimate relation

should, exist, in order that the spiritual wants
of al! may be known to the ministry aDd pro-
ided for. Instead, there is a tendency to

more or less estrangement, and often the weak-
ening of members is unknown until they are
overcome and fall, which might have been pre-

vented by attention in earlier stages of decline,

At the same time the support, sympathy and
encouragement, due from the church, is not

Regular attendance on church services by
the laity strengthens the ministry, and estab-

lishes confidence in those on the outside, and,

great support to the work,

of our Gospel principles in dai-

ly life is the Teal work. Preaching is t

iruct the people what to do, and induce them
> do it, but the real work remains to be dom
Iter the sermon is preached,

Gospel effect in the lives of the people i

le only measure of value to any religious sei

ice, and the plainest sermon, devoid of orna

ment and eloquence, may be made more valua

ble and powerful, by all taking heed to its Gos-

pel teaching in their daily conduct.

6. Faithful and Unfaithful Ministers,

A minister may have a wrong view of the

Sciiptures, or imperfect knowledge, and teach

error instead of truth, leading the peoph
wrong. Faithfulness includes diligent effort

to know the Truth from the Scriptures, in or-

der to correctly instruct the people,

A minister may be unfaithful by not warning

the people of their sins, and becoming himself

guilty of their blood,

Unfaithfulness in church work may allow

simple troubles to develop into powerful com-
plications. The minister is the educator of

the church The correct development of

Christian character is largely in his hands and
vast results follow either faithfulness or un-

faithfulness on his part,

John Mohler, Clerk.

all Hvlng except the latter, who died at th (

age of eighteen montha. Her remains were
laid to rest Tuesday, in Union cemetery. ser .

vices in the South Side Brethren church, bv
the writer. C. G. Lint.

SHIVELY.—In the Sandy church, Colum-
biana Co., Ohio, April 27, 1807, Bro, David
Shively, aged 75 years, 7 months and 24 days,

He was a consistent member of the Brethren
He served in the dea-

nber of years. He was
Sarah A. Glass, May n

church for fifty yes

con's office for a

united in marriage

1848. Unto them bon
: of •

to the spirit wc

fan. 16, 1887,

Sister Martha

ll\irrif;s/-:t. , Mo.

FALLEN t ASLEEP

JOHNSON.—In the Brookside church, Pres-

n Co., W. Va„ May 20, i8q7, Sister Bertie C.

Johnson, wife of Bro. Albert Johnson, aged 22

years and 2 days. Funeral discourse in the

Methodist church, on Sang Run, Garrett Coun-
ty, Md., by the writer, assisted by Bro. W. T.

:, Interment in the cemetery near by the

church. In his sad bereavement Bro. Johnson
is the sympathies of the entire community,
ith his two motherless little ones to care for.

Toiiias S. FlKl*.

FIKE.—In the Meyersdale church, Somer
t Co., Pa., June 6, 1897, Sister Harriet, wife

of Bro. Daniel M, Fike, aged 53 years, 5

hs and 17 days, She and her husband
d the church as deacon and deaconess

number of years, in a very acceptable

ler. The church and family will miss her

valued service. Her maiden name was Mil-

ler. She was married to Daniel M. Fike Dec.

5, 1867, and their union was blessed with four

ons,—Dallas, Milton, Howard and Nevin,—

hom preceded him
is first wife died in 1885.

; united in marriage to

who still survives him
Services conducted by Eld, D. Byers.

Ella Weaver.

SHIVELY.—In the same church, May 27,

1807, of heart disease, Bro. Samuel Shively,

aged 60 years, 1 month and 13 days. He
sought the Lord in early life, and was an ear-

nest worker in the Sunday school. He leaves

a wife, four sons and one daughter. Bro. L.

H. Eby, of North Manchester, Ind„ delivered

the funeral discourse, assisted by the home
ninistry. Ella Weaver.

HUFFER.—In the same church, May 27,

897, Sister Hannah Huffer, aged 72 years, 5

nonths and 25 days. Her husband preceded
icr to the spirit world twenty-eight years. To
his union were born nine children. She unit-

d with the church in her youth and has been
a faithful member. Funeral services by breth-

n L. H. Eby, S. B. Stuckey and Eli Stroup.

Ella Weaver.

GUYER,—In the New Enterprise congre-

ition, Pa., May 28, 1897, Bro. Jacob Guyer,
n., aged 84 years and 23 days. Deceased

had long been a consistent member of the

church, and, by his diligence and persever-

-, had raised and educated a large family.

wife had preceded him to the spirit world.

eral services by Bro. C L. Buck and the

writer, from Prov. 16: 31 and 20: 29.

John B. Fluck.

WOLFORM —At Mt. Blanchard, Ohio, May
12, 1897, Sister Matilda Wolform, danghter of

Jacob and Elizabeth Black, aged 64 years, 10

months and 3 days. Deceased was born July

9, 1832. She was married to Johrj Wolform in

1853. To this union were born ten children,

three of whom preceded her to the spirit

world. She leaves an aged companion and
seven children to mourn their loss. Sister

Wolform was a consistent member of the Ger-

man Baptist Brethren church for many years.

Funeral services by the writer, assisted by
Eld. Spacht, Text, "She hath done what she

COUld." E. BOSSERMAN.

BRANNER. — At Carrollton, Mo., in the

Rockingham congregation, June 2, 1897, Bro.

James Madison Branner, aged 73 years, 6

months and 12 days. Deceased was born in

Rockingham County, Va„ Nov. 21, 1824. Funer-

al services by brethren S. B. Sbirky and G. W.
Clemens, from Psa, 116: 15. Kittie Keim,

BASOM.—At the home of his mother, in

Adrian, Ohio, May 17, 1897, of consumption,

Biuce Oren Basom, aged 24 years, 5 months

and 13 days. The funeral was conducted

from the home, after which the remains were

lovingly laid to rest in the McCutchenville

etery, by the side of his father, Daniel F.

Basom (a brother-in-law of Eld. S. A. Walker)

d Dec. 10, 1896. Both funerals were

conducted by Eld. L. H. Dickey, of Alvada,

bio. Floy Walker.

BASEHORE.— In the Panhandle church,

Tex., May 30, 1897, infant daughter of Broth-

George H„ and Sister Annie M. Basehore,

ed ten days, Funeral services by Bro. John

Stump. Nannie Stump.

HALTERMAN.—In the Pleasant Hill con-

gregation, Mo., near Millville, June 1, 1897, of

blood cancer, Bro. George W. Halterman,

67 years, 8 months and 7 days. Bro.

Halterman was born in Virginia, where he

with the Brethren church, of which be

faithful member until death. He was

the father of six children,—four sons and two

ters. His first wife preceded

land about eleven years ago, and his

I wife about sixteen months. He cams

to Missouri one year ago, where he spent hi:

last days. He leaves one sister, six children,

and many friends, Funeral services by Bro,

G, W, Clemens, Sarah Moyeb,
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HUMBARCER. — In the Blue River coi

ereg,ilion.
Ind., April 17, 1897, Otho Humbai

ger,

; fathci

and 1 day. Little Otbt

nil .

day, April 13. In trying to help with the

W11rk,
his clothes caught on a bur, throwing him

around the shaft, and injuring him so severely

•hat he died on the following Friday. He

was the oldest son of Brother and Sister Lo-

rCn Humbarger. Seivices at the Blue River

church by David Workman and (1

Mil t II 11

WINE.— In the Nocona church, Montag

Co., Texas, June 2, 1897, Sister Lydia C, wi

of Bro. A. J. Wine, and daughter of Eld. -
c
ai

uel and Mary Flora, of South English, low

.She was born June 17, 1S57, and was baptized

in her sixteenth year. She was manied Oct. 21

1880, and moved to Texas in 1889. Since Apri

r j.8^0, she filled, with great honor to her pro

fession, the position of a deacon's wife. Shi

()jed of a lingering illness, and endured much
suffering for sixteen weeks. June 2 she

asleep in Jesus. On Sunday, May 30, she \

anointed. She leaves father, brother and

ters, a husband, two sons and one daugh

Funeral services conducted at their home,

;

interment in the Nocona cemetery.

Abb MoL^BEf

CI! rilCH DIUECTOllY.

Los Angeles, Cal— No, 238 South Han
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LOVE FEASTS.

*^\ tuni^bivifcivi:?.
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The Doctrine of the Brethren Defended.

We are admonished by the apostle to give
reason to every man of the hope that is in u;

Often we are interrogated upon points of
church doctrine on which we cannot give the
desired information, and would be gla
"now just where to get it. "The Doctrine of
the Brethren Defended" contains a complete
"position of the Faith and Practice of t

Brethren, the Divinity of the Holy Spirit, I

version, Feet-washing, the Lord's Supper, the
H °ly Kiss, Non-conformity, Secret Societies,
e 'c. Price, per copy, cloth binding, $1.25; to

""misters, j5i.oo. Address this office for further
Particulars concerning terms to agents,

Do You Want Fine Slock?

"WooMokein. Write j

Do You Sing?
If so, have you examined the Brethren Sun-

day School Song Book? It is a well-arranged

and carefully-selected collection of songs suita-

ble for the Sunday School, Prayer Meeting or

Sou.il (.lathering.

Thousands of them have been sold, and' to

introduce the book this offer is made to Sun-
day School Superintendents and Choristers,

Order a copy, cither round pr shaped notes,

accompanied with 35 cents, the retail price,

and we will send the book and a coupon good
for 35 cents on the first dozen books
dered at the regular price, 53.60 per dozen

|

paid. Address:

This is a Time When

...MONEY IS SCARCE.
Yet Sunday School Teachers, and other

in need of a good Bible for

Practical Use,

.BUT.

A GOOD TEACHER'S BIBLE

tration, leather bound
and linen lined to the

edge, Oxford Concord-

ance and Helps, with-

uiiibersniiicgnlil cdi;^

and side title, publishers' price, S4.00, whic

will send prepaid to any express office

...FOR $2.05.
The book is no cheap reprint, but has good

paper, clear print, and will render excellent

service for the money.

Address your orders to

Brethren Publishing House,
Mt. Morris, 111.

Doctrinal Outlines

Is a book of 77 closely-printed pages that if

owing in favor wherever it is known. It is a

ark for ministers, Sunday school workers and

others, containing outlines on the following:

irical, Doctrinal, Missionary, Secret Soci-

Homiletics, Revivals, The Sunday School

The Home.
It is highly prized in Smyrna. (See page 41

of Messenger.) Order soon, as the number
hand is limited. Price, paper cover 15

ts; cloth, 25 cents, prepaid.

Brethren Publishing House,
Mt. Morris, III.

f*We call special attention to onr unsur-

passed facilities In procuring for onr readers

any book published, at especially low prices,

In ordering books always give title of book,

author and publisher,

B. L. CARTER, Girard, 111., «»

Dry Goods, Shoes, Etc.

Baltimore City Church.

Well Pleased with the
Song Book.

For 35 cents we will send a copy of the above
named bonk and a conpnn for same amount,
which will be accepted for 35 cents on first or-

der of 12 or more books at S3.60 per dozen pre-

paid. Address:

Brethren Puulishing House,
Mt. Morris, III.

New Brethren Colony,

MOUNT MORRIS,
Morrison County, Minnesota,

No Free Lands, but the. Best Lands in

Minnesota at Low Prices and
on Easy Terms

!

y, jitici a uow bote! built unit managed

u flowing watpr, containing no traces

iialu JiiLil lOL-.ill t> ilriiiirpiLHHiHl for Kiir-

James T. Quinlan,

SHIPPINC & COMMISSION MERCHANT
305 S, Charles St., Baltimore, Md.

Classified Minutes of Annual Meeting.

Not all the members of our church have

that perfect knowledge of our principles, that

is so desirable. Others there are who are well

acquainted with the church as it exists, but

who would like lo know something of her past

history, as regards her gradual growth and de-

velopment. In fact, all who are interested in

the welfare of the church, that is so dear to all

of us, should have access to a complete com-

pilation, such as is found in the "Classified

Minutes of Annual Meeting," with the appen-

dix, containing the Minutes up to the year

1892. We sell this work at only $1.50 for cloth

binding. Be sure to send for a copy while the

supply is still on hand, Those who have the

old tdition of the "Classified Minutes," can

have the "Appendli" In separate bindiif for

snlv *S coiti. Address ibis office.

Our Publications.

Children at Work.—Weekly; well-illnslra-

d; contains the Sunday school lesson, with
explanation, etc., adapted to the understanding
of smalt children. No belter publication can
be found (or the little boys and girls of our
Sunday schools,

The Oospel Messenger.—A large, religious

weekly,—published in ihe interest of the Breth-
ren or German Baptist church and their only
recognized rhurch organ, Price, $1.50 pel

The Young Disciple—An illustrated week*
ly for the young. This is one of the most in-

teresting Sunday school papers published, and
should be used in all the schools within reach
of our people.

Brethren's Family Almanac—Every fam-
ily should have this Almanac; complete in ev-

ery way. Price, per copy, 10 cents; special

terms to energetic agents.

Brethren's Quarterly.—Prepared for all ad-

vanced classes. It contains the lesson texts

and a complete explanation of the lesson

throughout. In preparing this quarterly we
keep constantly in view the needs ol the

Brotherhood, and aim to fully adapt it to their

. IK c.

Juvenile Quarterly—Prepared especially

(or the intermediate classes. This is one of the

neatest, and best illustrated quarterlies pub-
lished. The pictures are selected with great

care, and every lesson is illustrated, The little

folks are delighted with It,

Sln«l It

Sunday School Supplies.—We keep any
thing that is used in Sunday school work,
Write us for prices on goods not adver-

tised here,

Sunday School Reward Cards.—Our stock

of cards is large and presents a variety

In styles and prices so as to please all.

Please send us a trial order and be cos-

Other Helps.—We are prepared to furnish

Bible Dictionaries, Commentaries, Maps, and

Bibles of every description, Always write as

before ordering elsewhere.

When ordering cards be sure to give num-

ber and price as well as the name, so that there

may be ao mistake.
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A GRAND SUCCESS!

...THE FOURTH...

Great Northern Excursion!

NORTH DAKOTA.

The Fourth Annual Excursion of Home-

seekers In North 1 );ikot:i under the auspices of

the Great Northern Railway left Chicago

March 30th, and by accessions on leaving St.

Paul, the party numbered 1,457. This was

the largest train of actual settlers ever moved

at one lime by any railway in the world.

The excursion of 1896 numbered 1,000; the

excursion of 1895 numbered over 450; the ex-

cursion of 1804 numbered over 300. Each year

the number has increased, indicating the gen-

eral satisfaction of the Brethren with North

Dakota, as there are now settlements at seven-

teen different points along the Great Northern

Railway.

During the Spring and Summer of 1897 it is

the purpose of the undersigned to send small

parties of settlers to that State who desire to

pick out free government homesteads or to

buy farms on the crop payment plan. Persons

who wish to join these parlies, or want informa-

tion about North Dakota, are invited to write

for publications and full particulars.

MAX BASS,

j South Clark St.

Windsor
European Hotel,

TRIBUNE BLOCK,

I4S '0 'S3 Dearborn St. S. Gregsten, Prop.

OHIOlGrO, ILL.

Europe and Bible Lands.

Not all can go to foreign lands and see for

themselves the many interesting sights pre-

sented to the observant traveler. Many have
neither lime nor means to spend in that direc-

tion, and yet they would like to know some-
thing about the world at large. To such we
recommend " Europe and Bible Lands."
With those who are interested in Bible study

this work will always remain a favorite.

Those who have read the ordinary book of

travel will be surprised to find "Europe and
Bible Lands" of thrilling interest for both old
and young. Those who have not yet secured a
copy of the work should embrace this opportu-
nity of securing it. Price, in fine cloth binding,

only $1.25 per copy, post-paid. To agents who
are prepared to push an active canvass of the

work, we are willing to give special induce
menu, Address this office for farther particn-

FARMING

LANDS
...Land Department...

Northern Pacific Railway Co.

FREE HOMESTEADS

Visit tin- beautiful KENNARB
nailllEIJ.S Country, near the "Des

"Lukes in IVurd County, opened
try, July 27, 1S90

running lands are fully e'/uul tc

of Rums, ,. Tou-ner, Rolette an,

I

Bottineau Counties. On Nor. 1st, mats,
100 homesteads had been
henmnre and lion-bells.

for homestead

LK.NITE CPAL.,,..! "O. th„

BRETHREN °»Stgg«tK,:

LAND PRIMERS

HALF FARES g*

Addrcss.T. L HDRD

A. JACK, Traveling Ii

DETROIT, Michigan.

DOS PALOS COLONY.

the highest price

Q people that prociUi

WONDERFUL g,

THE DEATH-KNELL ;„«

In Central North Dakota

FREE; Government Land, Crop Payment
Land, Railroad Land, at $3 to $5 per

Acre, on Ten Years' Time,

Interest, 6 per cent.

Wells, Foster and
...Eddy Counties

umerous Public Schools, Healthy Climate,

Good Water, obtainable at from 18 to 30

feet, black-loam Suil with clay Sub-

soil, Railroad Competition,

Jane 26, ig^

Teeter's Commentary.

You shoLud, by all means, have the
New Testament Commentary, because

1. It is non-sectarian.

2. It is brief and to the point.

3. No effort is made to evade the sensed a
single text, however unpopular.

4. It Is impartial in its explanation of all

texts, whether doctrinal, practical, or historical

5. It does not burden the reader with lengthy

speculative theories.

6. More actual knowledge may be gained in

a given time of its study, than of others, be-

cause of its close adherence to the text.

7. Its arrangement Is simple, and easily

comprehended, by even the ordinarily educat.

) Version of

A German Baptist Church at Carrington

with a Nice Churchhouse
Free of Debt.

C. W. MOTT,

WM, H. PHIPPS,

NEW METHOD FREE

The Cyclone Dust Collector

REPORT

ANNUAL MEETING

!

t'rk'L-, :, cents, tstaniiJH ro-
JOilli (JUL*, WarranHburg,

The last Annual Meeting being

exceedingly interesting, by reason

of the many important topics dis-

cussed, all our members should

have a copy of the Report, Send

your order to-day ! Price, 25 cts.

per copy, or $2.50 per dozen.

Address this office.

9. Seven helps are usua^y found (

age to get at the truth, vis.,

(1) The Authorized (01

ae New Testament.

(2) The Revised Version of the New Testa-

(3) The usual marginal references of the An-
llii'T'-i;d Vti^ion fallowing each verse,

(4) The best marginal readings of the Au-

thorized Version.

(5) The marginal readings of the Revised

(G) The explanatory r

(7) The references in the notes, (a) to other

notes, directly on the subject or in comparisoa
with it; (*) to other texts, directly on the sub.

tect or in comparison with it

10. It is a safe book to have in a family of

children, because (i) it will lead them into the

truth, and (2) keep them out of religious error.

11, The small price asked for it is as nothing

Compared with the great good that may be had

from a diligent study of it by all classes of pet-

sons. (1) It will impress the unconverted to

heed the bidding of Christ, "Come unto me,"

etc. {2) It will equip the Christian to "give a

reason of the hope that is in " him. (3) It will

aid the Sunday school worker in the study of

his New Testament lesson. (4) It will furnish

the minister with many subjects among the

notes, sufficiently expanded for the ground-

work of sermons, directly in line with the sen;,c

of the place and text.

The work Is In two large volumes. Tfte

print ts excellent *nd the binding the ve*y

best.

Bound i

Bound i

Bound i

On re.

cloth, per se
half leather, 15°

pt of price the two volumes will be

prepaid to any part of the United States.

Good terms to agents desiring to canvass for

:k. Address:

Brkthhen Publishing House,
Mount Morris, III.

Tn.
Nebraska
In the

:ertain, th

:er Brethr

J,

forty settl

' State! Wi
T. Miller

district, where crops are

are many prosperous Dun-
and there is still room for

are. Nebraska offers excellent

lilies for farm renters of the East

omes where good land can be

reasonable price, in the healthi-

.te and best society. More than

nents of Brethren in the.

:e for information to A. M.

Pickrell, Nebr.; or

P. S. Eustis,

Chicago, 111.

BLACK SILK WATCH CHAINS £™

"We call special attention to oui unsur-

passed facilities In procuring for oar reader!

any book published, at especially low price*.

In ordering books always give title of bonk,

inthor and ptblllber,
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It is said that there are yet 6fty million slaves in

Africa, as many as there are people east of the

Mississippi River in the United States, and that

half a million lives are annually sacrificed in the

internal slave-trade on the dark continent. This
awful trade in human flesh regards neither sex, age,

nor condition. Young and old, male and female,

parents and children, are alike subject to its ter-

rors, and the tenderest ties are ruthlessly rent asun-

der by those engaged in this shameful traffic. In-

nocent girls are sold for vile purposes, and, to-

gether with other slaves, are used as current mon-
ey for the purchases of merchandise and commod-
ities in many parts of the Dark Continent, Not in-

frequently are these slaves sold as food; and Dr.

Esser recently stated in Berlin, that on a journey
to the interior of Kamerun, he continually came
across human bones mixed up with those of dogs
and hogs, the gruesome mounds being the remains
of cannibalistic feasts, At one place the people
boasted that thirty slaves had just been eaten at

the funeral of their chief. These slaves are used
as beasts of burden to carry merchandise to the

coast, and many plantations are worked exclusive-
ly by slave labor. Attempts to escape are most in-

humanly punished, and it is a well-authenticated
fact, that recently a recaptured run-away slave was
roasted alive in the presence of other slaves, in

order to deter them from imitating his exam-
ple. The Christian religion stands out boldly

against this terrible evil, while Mohammedanism is

its strongest support. Nothing short of Chris-
tianity will put a stop to this trafficking in human
hfe, hence the importance of more missionary work
in Africa,

It can be very truthfully said that the Gospel is

not the only benefit conferred upon heathen na-

tions by Christian missionaries. They have been
the heralds of commerce, the advisers of rulers, the

compilers of dictionaries, the founders of schools.

The death of the Baptist missionary who invented

the jinrikisha, the most popular vehicle of Japan,

was only recently announced. Now a Presbyterian

missionary, in China, has invented a typewriter for

the Chinese language which is sure, if it proves suc-

cessful, to be of great practical benefit. There are

something like iS.ooo characters in the Chinese lan-

guage. About 4,000 of these characters, which are

in common use, have been placed upon the wheels

of the typewriter. The saving of time and patience,

not to mention ink and pens, such a machine will

effect, may easily be imagined. The readily-imi-

tating, educated Chinese will speedily adopt it for

business purposes.

One needs only walk through the great machine-

shops, in the Navy Yards, at Washington, to see

to what perfection the Government is bringing the

weapons of our carnal watfare. At the time we
were in, the workmen were completing several

guns of immense size and power. One gun was

sixty feet long, havirg a thirteen-inch bore and

will throw a shell, weighing 1,100 pounds, thirteen

miles. It requires 500 pounds of powder for each

load, and every time the gun is fired it costs the

Government 381,000. There were not far from two
hundred cannon in the shops at the time, ranging

from three inch bore up to the immense sixty-foot

guns. We were shown a gatling gun capable of

firing 1,000 times every minute. With such a gun

two men, at a distance of nearly one mile, could

mow down a whole regiment of men like so much
grass. We said to the officer that an opportunity

has not yet been had for fairly testing these de-

structive machines. He said, No, and he hoped

there never would be. We then told him that if

we had, in this world, the right kind of Christian-

ity, as well as the right kind of civilization, all

of these machine-shops might go out of existence,

and the workmen be employed at something bet-

ter than making machines with which to murder

their fellow-beings. In fact the science of killing

people on the battle field is becoming so complete

that nations begin to look upon war with more

horror than ever before. Science is becoming one

of the strongest known arguments in support of

peace, and, we trust, it will assist the New Testa-

ment in driving war from the face of the earth.

The Queen's Diamond Jubilee in England, so far

as size and extravagance were concerned, was a

very grand affair, but has probably resulted in no

real permanent good. At the time there were in

London, probably one million visitors, On such

occasions it is customary to confer favors on the

deserving, but it is said that not one person of

special ability has been in any way favored with

royal recognition. The medals went to those of

mere local reputation. The men known the world

over, on account of their rare attainments and ac-

complishments, were entirely ignored. This may
seem strange, yet people, even in religious circles,

are inclined to do the same way when it comes

to rendering honor to whom honor is due. We are

too apt to overlook those possessing rare qualifi-

cations for the work to be entrusted to them, and

select some special favorites. While the world may
do many very unwise things along this line, it is to

be feared that at times the church is not far behind,
J

Strange things are now taking place as the years
go by. It has often been said that not a sailing

craft has ever moved upon the waters of the River
Jordan. But it is now reported that a little steam-
er plies upon the river, and makes trips from Jeri-

cho to the Sea of Galilee in seven hours. It is

difficult to see how this can be, as the winding
river between these two points, cannot exceed one
hundred miles in length, and has a fall of not less

than six hundred feet, or six feet to every mile. It

certainly would be delightful to take a trip up this

sacred stream on a vessel that can be run with
safety.

It is mainly from the cuneiform inscriptions of

Babylonia that the light has come. Babylonia
was the China of the old Oriental world; it was a

land where writing and reading had been practiced

for unnumbered centuries, and from whence the

elements of culture had been disseminated through-

out Western Asia. Its cities contained libraries

stored with clay books, and the exploring expe-

ditions which have been sent from Europe and
America have made us acquainted with some of

them. Two such libraries, which were formed be-

fore Abraham was born, have been discovered

within the last half-dozen years: one of them by
the French explorer, M. de Sarzec, at Tello, in

Southern Babylonia; the other, and the more im-

portant—though only fragments of it have been
preserved—by Mr, Haynes working in behalf of

the University of Pennsylvania at Niffer, the an-

cient Nippur, in the northern part of the country.

Some idea may be formed of the extent of these

libraries, and at the same time of the materials

that are being accumulated for the historian, by the

fact that the number of tablets found at Tello is es-

timated at thirty-three thousand, while those dis-

covered at Niffer reach an almost equally high fig-

ure,"

—

Christian Leader,

At Oshkosh, Wis., there has been constructed

a submarine boat that has been attracting world-

wide attention. The vessel is 65 feet long, 4 feet

wide, 7 .! feet high, and is built of steel and iron.

She carries two sets of propelling machinery, a

hot-air engine of thirty horse-power for use on

the surface, and an electric motor for propulsion

beneath the surface. A number of trials have dem-
onstrated the capability of the craft to navigate be-

neath the surface of the water for a day at a

stretch with safety and without inconvenience to

the inmates. Trials have also shown that the craft

can be made to rise and fall in the water at the

wishes of the operator, and with various velocity,

and a complete submersion or emersion of the boat

can be made in the short space of eighteen seconds,

or less, while, if it be desirable to hold the craft sus-

pended in the water at any desired depth, an auto-

matic machine is provided which is from itself ca-

pable of maintaining the ship at a given depth for

hours at a time, with a variation in depth of less

than one inch from the ginn mark, either with the

ship in motion or when still. Should future trials

prove as successful as those of the past, the great

nations of earth might just as well sink all of their

great iron clads in the middle of the ocean, so far

as war is concerned, for in the course of a day one

of these little crafts might blow up a dozen war

ships. The present design of this diver, however,

is to search the great lakes for the wrecks of ves-

sels that have gone to the bottom, many of them

containing valuables well worth an effort to re-

cover.
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CARELESS WORDS.

On, never say a careless word

Hath not the power to pain;

The shad may ope some hidden wound,

That closes not again!

Weigh well those light-winged messengers;

God marked your heedless word,

And with it, too, the falling tear,

The heart-pang that it stirred.

Words! what are words? A simple word

Hath spells to call the tears

That long have lain a sealed fount,

Unclosed through mournful years.

Back from the unseen sepulcher,

A word hath summoned forth

A form that hath its place no more

Among the things of earth.

Words! heed them well; some whispered oni

Hath yet a power to fling

A shadow on the brow, the soul

In agony to wring;

A name, forbidden, i

That som

Mu
And mingles i

wak'r f lips,

r prayers.

Oh, words! sweet words! A blessing c

Softly from kindly lips;

Tender, endearing tones, that break

The Spirit's drear eclipse.

Oh! are there not some cherished ton

In the deep heart enshrined?

Uttered but once,—they passed,—and

A track of light behind.

WHAT IS PREACH1NO THE GOSPEL?

BY G. J. FERCKEN,

When Christ sent men out to preach, he com-

manded ihem to preach repentance and the king-

dom of heaven, in other words, that men may be

wise in order that they might enter this kingdom

of heaven. This is what Christ preached himself.

We talk much of preaching Christ; what is it to

preach Christ? Is it preaching Christ to tell what

Augustine, the Thirty-Nine Articles or the West-

minster Catechism contain? Is it preaching Christ

to tell you belong to a church which knows what

is true? Christ did not preach about things, but he

preached certain things themselves. He preached

that, without the practice of wisdom, there could

be no salvation.

If you that are saved, are just like those that are

unsaved, what reward have you, j, e , what is your

salvation worth? If you have no virtue and no

grace, no purity, no excellence, no releasement

from sense and time, nothing more than the world-

ly have,—what is the use of your religion? If you
are selfish and of no more use, if the world is lifted

no higher than it would be if you were a worldling,

are you the better off for your Christianity? You
are not perfect, and the whole object of all relig-

ion is, that you might be. Heaven is rest and

blessedness because there is nothing to make un-

rest and unblessedness. Earth will be rest and bles-

sedness in proportion as you are above publicans

That is preaching something definite, something
practical, It is preaching virtue, and self-control,

and self-culture, and heavenliness, that you be such

a power, such a living, vitalized and vitalizing agent.

Did Christ preach the Gospel? Did he intend to

set us an example of preaching? Do we preach

him when we preach what he preached? Does not

the world need it to-day, as much as it ever needed
it? Christ was a Gospel. Does it so happen with

the church? Is she a Gospel? At the first she was
a Gospel. But very shortly she left off preaching

what Christ preached, and being what Christ was,

and took to explain abstract laws and to preach

that she was commissioned to preach. She left the

art or practice o* being, and took to the science or

theory of being, The consequence was that the
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elements which were in the world became domi-

nant in the church. The church became distin-

guished from the world only by being more in-

tensely worldly, and there she is to this day!

What is it, then, to preach Christ? Is it to dwell

in pathetic utterances upon the whole scene of his

incarnation? Is it to preach our varied philoso-

phies or " unphilosophies " which we cannot exactly

prove or disprove, and which, proved or disproved,

matter practically very little, one way or the

other? Is it not plain, that, to preach the Gospel,

is to preach what Christ Jesus preached, that

might again be what Christ Jesus was,—Son of the

Highest,—as he said himself, "children of yc
Father in heaven," "perfect as he is perfect," light

to this world, salt to this earth?

If such a Gospel should be preached in our day,

would it not make as much of a stir as the preach-

ing of Christ did in his day? Suppose he were

here to-day and should say, "You are baptized, and
have joined the church, and say your prayers and

live as you list; but you lead a life of no particular

value to you or anybody else, and are confirmed in

a mistake. You worship God, but your life shows

you are an idolator. Your gods are in your heart

and about your person. Every day you live for

that, because 'the daughters of Zion are haugh-

ty, and walk with stretched-forth necks and wan-

ton eyes, walking and mincing as they go, and mak
inga tinkling sound with their feet. Therefore, the

Lord will smite the daughters of Zion, and will

lake away their tinkling ornaments and their nets,

and veils, and bracelets, and ornaments for the legs,

and headbands, and ring", and jewels, and many
changes of apparel, and crimping pins, and fine lin-

en; and it shall come to pass, instead of perfumery

shall be offensiveness; and instead of well-set hair,

baldness; instead of a stomacher, a girding of sack-

cloth.'
"

In other words, instead of your being a Chris-

tian and contributing to make the world beautiful

in holiness, in simplicity, you are only helping it

to revolve in folly and all the consequences of fol-

ly, poverty, vice and woe. Instead of a Savior,

you are helping on the world outside in its wretch

isa and death. If you do as the worldlings do,

are you better than they? Not that gold or

apparel is in itself wrong, but when the soul pass-

es into anything material, it passes into a grave

It is this which keeps the world envying and striv-

ing, and drudging, and cheating, and sinning, and

you are not lifting yourself out of it, not redeeming

yourself, and therefore not blessing this world.

Your adorning ought not to be that ' outward adorn-

ing of plaiting the hair, wearing of gold, and put-

ting on of apparel, but the h/dden man of the

heart, that which is not corruptible, even the orna-

ment of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the

ight of God of great price.' You are pretending

to lay up treasure in heaven, but you are mistaken.

Your whole life is one death struggle to lay up
treasure upon earth, You do not know yourself,

nor eternal things, nor what real treasure is. You
do not suffer your little children to come to me.

You train them for the world, puff them with the

vanity of earth, and set their affections upon things

below. You are seeking pearls, but not heart and

mind, and soul,—the pearls of unspeakable price.

You are afraid of thought, and you court amuse-

ments, while you shun the true amusement, the joys

of angels. You want to help to save the world and
r a sacrifice to God, but precious souls are all

around you trodden under foot, sunk into bitter

degradation; but you put forth no hand to rescue.

Vice crieth in the street, and luxury and ease re-

spond from the church, The poor way-faring

brother is robbed and half dead in the pit, and

you,—the priest and Levite,—are passing by on

the other side. You are no peculiar people, zealous

of good works. You are no light of the world, no
salt of the earth,—not good and profitable unto

You are not saved, i. e , saved out of any-

thing that is evil, saved into anything that is par-

ticularly good,—therefore, not saved at alll"

Suppose Christ should say all this, ycu would

think that kind of preaching very discouraging, and
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go away prejudiced, and the worse for your hear-

ing. You would prove that your religion were a

mere sentiment, and not religion. But is it not
time for such a Gospel to be preached again? Do
we not all need it? A commotion it would make
but ought not a commotion to be made? Does not
the world to-day bitterly want just the virtues

Christ preached,—simplicity, sincerity, unselfish-

ness, usefulness, purity, modesty, separation from
the world,—something not hollow and sentimental

not living in conventional, artificials and exter-

nals,—something not all name, something to which
the poor can come, and the ignorant and helpless

and feel they have a friend?

Is it not time religion were become practical?

If we compare ourselves with the publicans and
sinners, where would we draw the line; or, if God
had to draw the line, would he draw any line at

all? Is there any perfection in you or me which
makes us the children of God? Have we learned

anything of Christ? Has that unspeakable sacri-

fice that he made in that Incarnation, availed to

bring you or me nearer to the kingdom of God?
Reader, whosoev< r saves his own soul blesses a

world, for he is a light across the pathway of oth-

ers. Let me exhort you to be more real, more in

earnest to find your soul and bring it to Christ, and

make it like him, to be his disciple in sincerity

and truth, He is truly a disciple who does as

Christ commands. He only buildeth his house on

a rock who heareth these sayings of his and doeth

them.

Smyrna, Asia Minor.

, GREAT WONDER IN HEAVEN.'

GH.

To,

Your laconic, enigmatic letter is here. You want

to know the whole mystery about the sun-clothed,

star-crowned woman of Rev. 12: 1. So do I. But

I do not expect to find out this side the gates of

pearl, and I suppose you will be obliged to wait,

along with the rest.

Not one thing do we know fully. How my will

travels from heart and mind along my nerves, and

directs my pen, I know not. Some people speak

and write with a dogmatism on all points that be-

trays neither wisdom nor humility. We know that

"the man Christ Jesus" is "the Son of God."

Here we are authorized to be dogmatic, but to

solve the mystery, Paul would not undertake. I

Tim. 3: 16 Why should we?

It is amusing to note what ingenuity some
preachers show in the explication and application

of isolated texts. Some take only a single word,

and gather around it all sor's of strange fancies

which excite wonder and admiration, but reveal not

the mind nor convey the power of God. The or-

iginal Revealer of the Word is the enly true ex-

Who is this wonder-woman which John saw on

Patmos? We know that the Lamb has a Bride,

and this "elect lady" looks very much like her,

The first thing we note is her luminousness. This is

in accord with the whole Bible, and pertinent to the

very necessity of the case. From head to feet she

is radiant with the " Beauty of Holiness." " God is

Light, and in him is no darkness at all" ".//we

walk in the light, as he is in the light," then will

our head be crowned with twelve stars, the moon

under our feet, and our whole person arrayed with

the Sun of Righteousness. 1 John 1: 5, 7, Then

all the rest, spoken of the Mystical Woman, will fol-

low.

"Search the Scriptures," and see how light is

made the broad, comprehensive definition of the

church. Let the question go round the whole cir-

cle, " Is it I? Is it I?" Without this the devil is

sure to have us. He loves darknes?, and hates sun

and moon and stars. God does not give us a fig-

leaf investiture, but his own righteousness and

glory, In Col. 2; g, 10, we have a complete unlock-

ing of the wardrobe of Jehovah, and our free access

to it.
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Long did this woman travail before she brought

forth her wonderful man-child. Long was this

unique babe predicted and longed for. Isa. 9: 6.

And the wonder of all wonders is, that this very

child is also the mother's bridegroom. Had the

groom not been before the bride, there never had

been nuptials or child. The facts are incontesta-

ble; the mystery inexplicable. She is more the

product of her child, than the child of her. " It

passeth knowledge." But this neither staggers our

faith nor diminishes our joy.

The first thing required in a bride is conjugal fi-

delity. Some have the strange notion that fornica-

tion before marriage is the basis of separation after

marriage. What an idea! Whoever was a greater

fornicator than the Bride of Christ before her wed-

lock with "the One Altogether Lovely? " We all,

spiritually speaking, committed this act before we

stood at Calvary's altar with Jesus.

Have we been faithful to our Beloved since that

solemn wedlock? Have we never given to self or

the world the devotion that belongs only to the

bridegroom? How must his dear heart be pained

at the treachery and disloyalty of many who as-

sume his name! Where is our sun-raiment, our

stellar crown, our moon lit sandals, where is our

Divine Paraphernalia? Not for our ante-nuptial

debaucheries v/ill Christ cast us off, but for our

divided affections as his blood-bought spouse. In

the ultimate of salvation, Eph. 5: 27, I Thess. 5: 23,

and Rev. 19: 7, 8, go together.

The worst the " great red dragon " can do is to

drive the woman to the use of her great eagle

wings and send her to "the place prepared of

God." "The earth will help tin

tory is full of such events in which the

flood from the dragon's mouth was swallowed up.

So it is in individual experience. Many are the

readers of this article who can refer to providential

interpositions in sore and dark extremities of life.

In 1 Cor. 10: 13, we have an epitome of Rev. 12;

also Rom. 8: 35-39 Use your wings! Flyl Do
not go afoot! You will be overtaken and over-

come! God's place is the safe place, and only his

mode of transportation is reliable. " Kei'X BY
THE POWER OF GOD through faith unto

SALVATION READY TO BE REVEALED IN THE LAST

time." 1 Pet. 1:5 Let us never, never forget the

shining seal of our holy wedlock. Rev. 12: 11.

Union Deposit, Pa.

PURITY OP HEART.

NOAH LONGANECKE

God created man for happiness. All men seek

after happiness, but all men are not happy, because

all men have not purity of heart. Purity of heart

and happiness are inseparable. " Blessed are the

pure in heart: for they shall see God." Matt. 5: 8.

God is holy; man is unholy, Two opposites can

not dwell together. "Therefore," says the apostle,

" follow peace with all men, and holiness, without

which no man shall see God." Heb. 12: 14. A
great part of the Jewish religion consisted in out-

ward washings and cleansings. As types, they were

highly significant. But they,—the Jews,—rested in

the mere type, while the Bible everywhere teaches

that a purification of heart is indispensably neces-

sary to happiness, and a fu'l enjoyment of God.

If the heart is purified, then the whole inner man

and God are in sympathy with each other, and look

upon each other with joy and complacency. This

heart-purity has its beginning in a " heart sprinkled

from an evil conscience." Our great weakness is,

we rest too much in the form, and hence fail to ob-

tain the power of godliness. We forget that "the

Lord looketh on the heart."

The Lord has refused many a one because the

heart was not right, How forcible the language of

God to Samuel: " I have refused him: for the Lord

seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the

outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the

heart!" 1 Sam. 16: 7.

In Psalm 15, David describes a citizen of Zion.

One of his characteristics is, " He speaketh the

truth in his heart." In Psalms 24 he describes a

citizen of God's spiritual kingdom. One of his

characteristics is, " He that hath clean hands, and a

pure heart." " As he thinketh in his heart, so is

he." Prov. 23: 7.

From these and many other similar texts we

learn that none but the pure in heart shall see God
If there is one sin that God especially hates, it is

hypocrisy. Impurity of heart is but hypocrisy in 3

rank form. When we draw nigh to God with oui

lips, while our hearts are far from him, we are hyp

ocrites. We feign to be what we are not. Our
hearts are not pure. Such are an abomination to

God. They are not happy, " Holiness to the
Lord" was the grand badge of the sacerdotal of-

fice. This badge was placed upon Aaron's fore-

head, that all Israel might see and know that the

God of Israel was a holy God,—that Aaron minis-

tered in holy things, that Aaron and all Israel were

to be holy, that all were ever to yearn as the Psalm-

ist expresses it in Psalm 96: g, "O worship the

Lord in the beauty of holiness," " That he would

grant unto us, that we being delivered out of the

hand of our enemies, might serve him without fear,

in holiness and righteousness before him, all the

days of our life." Luke 1: 74, 75. "To the end he

may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness

before God, even our Father, at the coming of our

Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints." I Thess. 3:

13-

Solomon's heart was not right, or perfect, with

God. His heart was not pure; hence God was not

pleased with him. Had his heart been pure, he

would not have fallen from grace. By nature " the

heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately

wicked; who can know it?" Jer. 17: 9. Henci

need of a new heart. " A new heart also will I give

you, and a new spirit will I put within you." Ezek,

36: 26,

No mere outward forms and influences can makt

men good and holy. The great need of men h

purity of heart If we have pure hearts, our lives

will be pure. From a holy heart will flow a holy

life. Character, and not mere form, makes the man.

As to form David and Paul were inferior, but not

so their character. If the heart is pure, there is no

need of any prison to prevent lewdness. Outward

forms and influences may not always be the most

favorable for holiness, but if the heart is holy the

man is safe, Joseph could not yield to Pharaoh's

wife, as long as his heart was pure. " As he think-

eth in his heart, so is he." A man with an impure

heart can not live a pure life. A man with a pure

heart cannot live an impure life. In either case the

heart must be changed or it will be an utter impos-

sibility.

Permit us to cite but one passage, "Whosoever

is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed

remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is

born of God." 1 John 3: 9. God is holy. Being

bom of the Holy Spirit, our hearts are holy. Our

hearts have been purified, and as long as we keep

all impurity out of our hearts, we are God's chil-

dren, and cannot sin. But as soon as we admit un-

holiness, or impurity, God's image is lost. James

gives it as follows: " When lust hath conceived, it

bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished,

bringeth forth death." Jas. 1: 15. This makes it

plain that the one thing needful is purity of heart.

Need we wonder why God looks on the heart?

Can we hope to abstain from outward sin, if our

hearts are not thoroughly cleansed? The Bible

everywhere says, No. "Those things which pro-

ceed out of the mouth come forth from the heart;

and they defile the man. For out of the heart pro-

ceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornica-

tions, thefts, false witness, blasphemies: these are

the things which defile a man; but to eat with un-

washen hands defileth not a man." Matt. 15: 18-

gain theshrewd to insist on the form, if he

heart; the form will then soon come."

A certain writer says, "The moral renovation

precedes, and is the source of the outward renova-

tion. First, new hearts, then a new earth." The
great need of the world is a cleansing from sin.

What Bible student was not forcibly impressed with

this truth in the study of the life and character of

David, as well as Solomon, as presented during the

third and fourth quarters of the Sunday school les-

of 1896? The great truth we draw from all

those lessons is,—to be men and women after God's

heart, we must be pure and holy in heart.

What a model prayer is the fifty-first Psalm?

Hartville, Oh*'o.

SOWINd AND REAPINQ.

We ! all !

we will reap what we :

those of kindness, lov

and we should sow th

Though we grow weary

and often feel fatigued,

account of toil or pain, for if

diligently, when reaping ti

this broad field of life, and

low. Our seeds should be

e, patience, and goodness,

em with a generous hand,

with the heat of the day,

work patiently and

somea, we shall be

*• Thou, holy God, preserve my soal

From all pollution free;

The pure in heart are thy delight,

And they thy face shall see."

W'thout purity of heart we can not worship God

in spirit and in truth. It is said that " Satan is too

blessed with an abundant harvest of golden grain.

We should scatter the seed far and wide, in every

nook and corner, for the hungry must be fed, the

sick visited, and the poor and care-worn need kind

words to cheer them.

little we may do, if we work, we have

of rest after while. Think what a

kind word or action, a smile, or even a tear may do

for some erring soul! Who knows, but a tear shed

for some wanderer, may lift him out of the dark

pit into which he has fallen, awaken in him new

hope, and start him on the bright road to happi-

ness, so that, in after-years, he wilt exclaim, " God
bless those tears!"

The hours stay for

away. Then let us imp:

Scatter seed to-day! If

fore the harvest is ripe,

no man, but pass quickly

ovc the fleeting moments.

we should pass away be-

and other hands reap the

fields in which we labor, let us keep on so\

looking upward to that beautiful beyond, when

shall reap in joy what we have sown in tears.

Mathias, W, Va

ing,

CHRIST IS PRECIOUS.— 1 Pet.

"Precious," is from the Latin preHum, meaning

price, worth, value.— Webster.

Demand, or use, makes or determines value.

Christ is not precious to those who have no special

use for him or what he offers, The more Christ en-

ters into all our life-work and interests, the more

perfectly do we realize that he is precious. What

part has Christ in the plans we now have laid?

What part has he in the feelings, thoughts, and ac-

tions, that make up our daily experience? Psa. 37:

3-6-

He who, when walking in the morning, invites

Christ to take possession of the day, and in that

spirit proceeds in the day's activities, in heart and

mind submitting himself to Christ, giving him

praise, through all the day long, will not only real-

ize that Christ is precious to his soul in this most

intimate communion, but will also find that all the

things with which he has to do have become sancti-

fied by heavenly influence, and all the works of

God assume a divinity and preciousness. Isa. 55:

The Christian, true to his Master, may pass

through severe experience of self-denial, sacrifice

and suffering for his name's sake, and though his

outer man perish, in his inner man he may be made

to feel that he is rich and can rejoice in the Lord.

His present sufferings will, in memory, transform

into living joy. Col. 1: 24.

Christ is not only precious because of the sweet-

ness, joy and love of his indwelling presence, but
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..!... Irn the diffusion of this influence throughout

all the sensibilities, creating a better sense and feel-

ing, by which we can realize that the clean may be

brought out of the unclean, the pure out of the im-

pure, the holy out of the unholy, greatly encourag-

ing the work for souls. Tit. i: 15.

The things done to the glory of the Master, in

obedience to his Word, do not cloy in memory, but

are ever good, and grow rich and beautiful with

age, along with continued service. Prov. 4: 18.

Christ's indwelling presence imparts experiences

ot heaven,—foretastes of the world to come.

Mow many of us live far below the possibilities

of our high calling, drawing but little upon the

riches of God's gracel Too many of us are pover-

ty-stricken Christians, living in spiritual want, nak-

edness and rags, when we might be rich, and

crowned with soul-life, throbbing with happy ex-

perience drawn from a precious Christ. Jer. 17:

7,8.

Christ is precious because of what he bestows up-

on us. To the fainting soul he is the bread and

water of life. To the perplexed he is a counselor;

to the lost, a guide; to the sick, a physician: to the

troubled, a comforter; to sin's captives, a liberator;

to the forsaken, a friend; and to all, a Redeemer.

Col. 1: 19.

Warrenibnrg, Mo.

THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST.

BY JOHN HARSHBARGER.

"Whosoever transgresselh, and abidelh not in the doctrine

of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of

Christ, be hath both the Father and the Son."—2 John 1; o.

Here it is plainly stated that whosoever trans-

gresseth Christ's doctrine hah not God. Jesus

said, " My doctrine is not mine, tut his that sent

me." John 7: 16. From this we learn that this

doctrine did not originate with the apostles, but

with the Father.

This doctrine was made accessible to human

thought by his Son, who, having accomplished his

mission, returned to the Father, and, in fulfillment

of the promise of the Father, sent the Holy Ghost,

who inspired, and brought to the remembrance of

select men, those things necessary to complete the

New Testament record. That this record con-

tains the doctrine, as given by Christ, there can be

no dispute. The sacred writers were not inspired

for the purpose of originating any new doctrine,

neither were they authorized to modify any of the

doctrine of Christ, but were simply to make a

true record of the whole matter, as indicated in

Luke 1: 4.

In reading Acts 1: 8, also 1 John 1: 1-5, we are led

to conclude that Christ brought from heaven a

complete collection of doctrines which, as a whole,

are termed the " doctrine of Christ." His instruc-

tions are full, both to the sinner and also to the

saint, to the lukewarm, as well as to others. This

plan, as written out by those holy men, goes

back to the beginning,—to John the Baptist. Acts

1: 22; 10: 37; II; it. The great masterwheel in

the plan is composed of love and peace, and, as a

principle, had its existence long before it was

taught by any of the apostles, neither is there any

other principle that is, in any way, connected with

the doctrine, taught by the apostles, that was not

previously taught by Christ, the Founder of the

entire doctrine of the New Testament, who, Paul

says, should become the "Author and Finisher of

our faith." Heb. 12: 2.

Were we to leave out the record of the four evan-

gelists, this would leave out the declaration to dis-

ciple and baptize the nations, as well as the formu-

la in the great commission, as also the pattern in

the Communion service, given by Christ (not in

the morning, or at noon, but at night) also that

perfect discipline, given by Christ to govern his

church in cases of trespass. Matt. 18. The great

lesson of humility, taught by Christ, and which is

acknowledged by nearly all professors of religion

In t*e ordinance of feet-washing, recorded in John

13, would also be left out, as well as the positive

command itself, and many other sacred principles

contained in this plan or system of grace,

Were we to leave out the Acts of the Apostles,

this would leave out the circumstance in which

was fulfilled the promise of the Father in sending

and introducing the Holy Ghost into the world, as

also the recorded circumstances concerning the

many thousand converts, made under this new sys-

tem or doctrine of Christ. Without the Book of

Acts, we would have no record of baptism for the

of uld the

apostolic precedent for appointing and electing

church officers, recorded in the first and sixth

chapters of Acts, or the Apostolic precedent for

holding church conferences with elders and bish-

ops, to settle matters in dispute, as recorded in

Acts 15.

To leave out the Epistolary writings, or the

writings of John, the Revelator, would give the

same result and would cause us to become trans-

gressors and not abiding in the doctrine of Christ,

hence we would not possess God. To possess the

Father and the Son, is to possess and abide in the

doctrine of Christ. The result would be the same

were we to reject the doctrine or commandments
of Christ separately, as it would be to reject the en-

tire records of the four evangelists, as a whole, or

the Acts of the Apostles as a whole. It would be

transgressing, and John defines that as being sin.

1 John 3: 4. Sin, when it is finished, bringeth

forth death. James 1: 15. It matters not what

name we assume to ourselves,—if we transgress

and abide not in the doctrine of Christ, we thereby

become sianers.

There is not one department in the New Testa

ment simply historical, another simply for the sin-

ner, another for the Christian, etc. The Bible

should not, therefore, be divided, but taken as a

whole. It is not sectional in its adaptation, but is,

lo all men and to all nations, the same. It is the

doctrine that Christ brought from heaven and gave

to us through Inspiration.

Jeprsonville, III.

BY D. E. STOVER.

Man was placed on earth a free moral agent.

With the faculty, or power, of choosing or willing,

he could choose to follow God's will or he could

choose to follow his own will, or the will of the flesh.

Man, in his primeval state, had a plain and sim-

ple law given to him for his observance. Gen. 2:

1 5, 16. This law contained God's will concerning

man. In the fall man rejects G?d's will, and fol-

lows his own will, or the will of the flesh, with the

serpent, or the devil, as his guide. He is thus de-

generated, and thrown out of harmony with his

God, and becomes the child of the devil and dies

(spiritually) and worships almost everything ex-

cept his true God. When man wills to walk after

the flesh, Satan comes to his assistance.

In man's restoration he is again restored to God,

by becoming reconciled to the Divine will, and he

is regenerated, and made a child of God, When
man chooses to follow the Divine will, the Father,

Son and Holy Spirit come to his assistance.

God wills our salvation, the Savior came to earth

to execute the Father's will. John 5: 30; 6: 38.

"While God wills that all should come to repent-

ance," 2 Pet. 3: 9, the Savior stands at the door

(hearts) and knocks, Rev. 3: 20, and the Holy
Spirit stands ready to seal us, Eph. 2: 13. God is

ready to adopt us through the word of truth. John

1: 18. The Savior brings the truth and grace from

heaven, John 1:17, and the Holy Spirit guides us

into all truth, John 16: 13.

While the Holy Trinity does all this, man cannot

be redeemed from the fall, contrary to his will; it

is "whosoever will," Rev. 22: 17.

The will of man, or the will of the flesh we will

have as long as we are in the flesh, but we must de-

ny ourselves and be willing to conform to the Di-

vine Will, The will of God our Savior, and the

will of God, our Father, were not the same wills.

God, our Savior, had his will because of the flesh

but he did not walk after the flesh but after the

Spirit. He submitted to the Father's will under the

severest test that could be put to the flesh. "Fa-
ther, if thou be willing, remove this cup (suffering)

from me: Nevertheless, not my will, but thine, be
done." Luke 22: 42. Here the Savior prays that

it might be done according to his will, but he sub-

mits himself when he prays, " Not my will, but thine

be done."

"Thy will be done on earth as in heaven." Do
we believe that God's will can be perfectly done
through us, his children? "Not every one that

sayeth unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the

kingdom of heaven, but he that doeth the will of

my Father, which is in heaven." Matt. 7: 20.

" May we all stand perfect and complete in all

the will of God." Col. 4: ia.

Hawthorn, Fla.

TREES OF RIGHTEOUSNESS.—Isa 61: 3.

The first command of God, that Adam obeyed,

was to eat of the tree of knowledge of gcod and

evil. The tree of knowledge stood in the midst of

the Garden of Eden, and Eve, giving her husband
some of the fruit, which was strictly forbidden, God
said, " In sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of

thy life." Gen. 3: 17. There was no hope for re-

lief until Christ came, and, through the office of

his minister, says, "Comfort all that mourn; give

unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for

, the garment of praise for the spirit of

; that they might be called trees of right-

The planting of the Lord, that he might
be glorified." Isa. 61: 3.

The happy state of the god'y shall be like " a tree

planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth

his fruit in his season; his leaf aho shall not with-

er; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. The
ungodly are not so; but are like the chaff which the

wind driveth away. For the Lord knoweth the

way of the righteous; but the way of the ungodly

shall perish," Psa, 1: 3, 4, 6.

The wicked are like a green bay tree. Psa. 37:

35 The righteous are like a green olive tree. The
cross on which our Savior was crucified is compared

to a tree, as we read in 1 Pet. 2: 24 " Who his own
self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that

wc being dead to sin, should live unto righteousness:

by whose stripes ye were healed." The blind man,

to whom Jesus restored his sight, said, "I see

men as trees walking." Mark 8: 24.

As, at our Communion seasons, we gather around

the table of the Lord, may we be refreshed, and

may many who are without say, " I want to be like

a green olive tree in the house of God, and trust in

the mercy of God forever and ever." Psa. 52: 8.

"Then, as the earth bringeth forth her bud, and as

the garden causeth the things that are sown in it to

spring forth; so the Lord God will cause righteous-

ness and praise to spring forth before all nations."

Isa. 61: 11.

Middletown, Pa.

AS OTHERS SEE US.

Frederick City as Seen Through a Western Eye.

Some one who designates himself as "A Child of

the Prairie," after returning to his home, thus

speaks of his sojourn at Frederick City, Md., dur-

ing the Conference:

"When an old man, living on Western prairies,

can return to Maryland to visit the scenes of his

childhood, it is going back to the places and times

where the most pleasant time of life has been

spent. And though age may be wearing heavily

upon him, yet his youth is renewed for a time and

he is a boy again. To him the rocks and hills,

brooks and vales, are most charming, and his heart

is filled with joy, and day after day he seeks out

almost forgotten haunts of earlier days. To such

a one the rugged, fertile land, hemmed in by na-
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ture's high fences, is dear to the heart, and though

he may wander far away, yet, in his dreams, as well

as his waking, there is no place like 'Old Mary-

land.'

"But to the child of the prairie these same
scenes make a different impression. He sees a

passing beauty in the mountains, but because they

occupy much space that could otherwise be valua-

ble farming land, they soon lose their attractiveness.

Sentiment is a good thing for a moment, but some-

thing more real must be depended upon for life's

stern duties, New customs attract attention, but

few of them commend themselves to him. And
now, being safely lodged in his home in the great

West, far from the range of retaliation, in case any

should be begotten, the writer ventures to mention

some peculiarities, some of which he enjoyed, and

others not.

"Eastern people speak of our board-walks in

the West and say they are a nuisance. When go-

ing back and forth over the city, more or less, one

was constantly reminded of the exceedingly un-

even surface on which every one was compelled to

walk. If he took to the street, there were the cob-

blestones; if on the sidewalk, it was continually up

and down, until one hardly knew whether he was up

or down. Add to this the open sewerage, crossing

the sidewalk almost every ten feet, and it can easi-

ly be reckoned what discomfiture a Western man
experiences while walking over the walks of Fred-

erick City.

"The typical Western house is a story and half

cottage, the upper part being used as little as pos-

sible. The argument is pressed that it is a great

saving to have not so many steps to climb. But
Frederick City, with her grand, mansion like homes
of four and more stories, stands out strangely in

contrast. Then, in some parts of the city, may be

seen not such imposing buildings, but none the less

interesting because they show ideal architecture of

earlier days. They once stood among their sur-

roundings, but now are losing all their importance

and falling into the background. Yet to the stu-

dent of earlier days, these old homes, of which

Frederick City has a good share, are very interest-

ing, though they may be strange to the child of the

prairie.

"Western people have their farms, their build-

ings, even to the corncrib, laid off in arrangement

in perffct accord with the four points of the com-
pass. He knows to a certainty which is west or

north. And to him nothing is more amusing than

to ask, as the writer did, of two denizens of Mary-
land, which direction was west, and a dispute arose

as to the right direction, and the writer left without

knowing exactly. To see street, house and barn,

road and field laid off according to the' twist in

the hill,' is a curious sight, indeed, to one who has

always lived on western prairie.

" But last that shall be mentioned this time is the

strong contrast that is noted in hospitality. Not
that western people do not open their homes to

the stranger, but there is something in the way that

homes in the two locations arc opened that makes
the traveler feel, when in the East, that it is indeed
home to him, and more so than in the West. The
why shall not be discussed. Let it be enough that

the children of the prairie enjoyed their recent

visit to Frederick City very much, and especially

because of this last-named feature of their sojourn.

Though they would not consent to exchange homes
with you, even if you would let them keep all

their cyclones to boot, yet they shall always hold
in grateful remembrance the kind treatment and
genuine hospitality, which was enjoyed by so

"We need not be afraid that we shall be crushed
by the burdens that our Heavenly Father puts on
us; for in proportion as he increases the weight of

the burdens, he also increases our ability to bear

them, To each one of us is the promise, ' My
grace is sufficient for thee.' This promise, which
covers all the possible emergencies of life, ought to

convert even the weakest Christian into a moral
hero."

->-THE * SUNDAY + SCHOOL-^

LESSON LiarlT-FLASHES.

Paul and the Phillpplan Jailer Acts 16: H-34.

Lesson for July 11,

In our last lesson we were glad for the open dooi
made for Paul and Silas, in Macedonia. It wa<
gladsome news that another continent was open
ing for the messengers of truth, and that a new
world was opening to the gladsome news of salva
tion. But here, as well as everywhere else, oppo
sition, like a storm, was ready to burst in against

every effort made, to lift up fallen man into a high
plane of living, deliver him out of the serfdom
sin, and locate him in the better kingdom
Christ,

As soon as a few were made willing to becon
subjects of this kingdom, persecution was waged
against those who were called to introduce it. The
sad feature about it is, that not a few of the basei

sort stirred up a bitter feeling, as is sometimes thi

c*se against movements of this kind. We are told

that "the multitude rose up together against thi

It seemed to be a concerted action on the part of

these Philippian people. All this because a

tain damsel who had been used as a tool for gain

to them, was moved to follow after these good
men and declare that they were "the servants of

the most high God, which show unto us the way of

salvation." But it was not this that caused thi

trouble, so much as the fact that the power of this

new religion struck at their sources of gain. They
placed the gain of riches above the greatest of all

gifts to men,—the salvation of the soul. "And
when her masters saw that the hope of their gain:

was gone, they caught Paul and Silas and drew
them into the market place unto the rulers." The
accusation brought against them was: " These men
being Jews, do exceedingly trouble our city."

All they had done, as yet, was the conversion 01

the Lydia household, and to cast the spirit of divin

ation out of the damsel. It was a repetition of the

old story, — the votaries of sin are exceedingly

shaky, and are always ready to make a great adi

about small things,—always fearful.

"The wicked fleeth where none pursueth," and i

it not the same to-day? There are countless num
bers to-day who are the sources of gain for their

masters, and to interfere with them, raises a howl
throughout their whole territory. They are ex-

ceedingly jealous of their charge, and are quick to

resent the least inroads made into their territory,

or field of operation

If men, for the sake of greed, are so ready and

zealous to protect their interests, which, at best,

can last for only a few years, how should we be, to

whom have been entrusted the welfare of souls and

the unsearchable riches belonging thereto? We
have a charge that is worthy of zeal, watchfulness

and unceasing effort,—not for a few days or years,

but for ages,—for an eternity.

Our watchfulness and zeal, as stewards and work-

ers, ought to be commensurate with the thing en-

trusted to us. As that which the Lord has en-

trusted to us is of value beyond computation, our

responsibilities are without limit.

We have this devotedness clearly shown in the

lesson. Paul and Silas, while in the line of duty,

and without giving any cause of offense were ap-

prehended and roughly cast into prison. There, in

the midnight hour, with their feet fast in the stocks,

they " sang praises unto God," so loud and full of

cheer that " the prisoners heard them." This was

devotion worthy of our admiration and following.

It should cause us to blush with shame when we
grumble and are ready to shirk from duty, when
beset by the petty hindrances that meet us in our

weak efforts made for Christ.

Another very consoling thought comes to us in

this lesson. Their zeal and resignation brought

peace and liberty. The Lord heard and came to

their rescue, We fail to have these experiences be-

cause we chafe and grumble, instead of being re-

signed and trusting, They knew in whom they be-

lieved and felt assured that, while in his service,

they would, in some way, be sustained. If we
could have this same trust there would be no
shrinking while in the line of duty, and, as a re-

sult, there would be no disappointment in the end,
The Lord will provide for us all the time when in

the path of duty. It is a safe p'ace to be, no mat-
ter how great may seem the dangers!

But the special lesson we wish to learn is what
these men were concerned about while in prison.

Were they fretting and chafing because of the hard-
ness of their lot? It seems not; because at mid-
night, we are told, they were engaged in singing
praxes unto God, showing that when Christ is in

the heart, even a prison can be turned into a sanc-
tua'ry. This is soul living, independent of environ-
ments, We, too, are sometimes cast into prison
and our feet made fast in the stocks, when we are
hedged about by the webs of sin, and, seenvngly,
tied fast by trials, disappointments and sickness or
losses. Can we, under such circumstances, forget

the outside and live wi'hin, feasting on the pre-

ciousness of Jesus' love? This is our privilege and
we should avail ourselves of Ihe blessings thus af-
forded.

As a last thought, the first thing these men
thought about when made free, was the good of

others, rather than themselves When the jailer

was ready to take his own life, Paul cries out, "Do
thyself no harm," and when burdened with sin, he
wished to know how to be saved, the answer
comes, " Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ." This

was their mission and they lost no opportunity in

fitting it to the saving of souls. So should we do.

MINTS TO SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHEKS.

Do not come in after other teachers have taken
charge of their classes. It sets a bad example.

Example is the most potent method of instruction.

therefore be on time. Always be there before the

school opens,

Do not fail to be there every Sunday. You have
no more right to disappoint your class than the

preacher his congregation, who has no more right

to disappoint his congregation than his wife has to

not give him his dinner after preaching.

Always greet your class with a smile. The right

kind of a smile has as much influence over a schol-

ar as the magnet over the armature. Shake hands
with every one every Sunday.

Do not come before your class and say you
"have not studied your lesson." Be'tcr resign!

Neither say, "There is not much in this lesson."

It only shows you have not studied it. By the

way, do not think you can teach a class without

study and a great deal of it. If you are not will-

ing to prepare yourself, do not hold to a position

which some one else should have. God wants

good workmen and nothing short of it. 2 Tim. 2: 15.

Do not let your scholars get the idea that you

are not interested in the class. Always know the

cause of an absence.

Do not use one method of teaching too long. It

will get stagnant. A little exhortation is good,

but much teaching is better. Do not ask the

questions and then answer them yourself. It is

the right of the scholars to answer, and you have

no right to take it from them. Teach, but do not
preach!

Welcome visitors to your class. They may be-

come your scholars

Bring no Quarterlies to the class, or your schol-

ars will get the idea they are studying the Quar-

terly and not the Bible.

Make every lesson practical. Consult your su-

perintendent about things you do not understand.

He can help you. If he cannot, you had better

dismiss him. If he makes a request of you, do it.

Teachers must work with the superintendent, or

a// will fail.

Don't fail to pray for the success of your school

every day. A good teacher will pray for each

ember of his class individually, at least once a

:ek. " Pray without ceasing."

OdtU, Nebr.
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THE GOSIFIEIj MESSENGER.

grow older the thought that you were unkind, selfish

or mean, will not trouble you.

How many parents are dishonored and disgraced

by their wayward children after they are grown upl

The mother fondles and caresses her darling, look-

ing forward to the time when he will fill important

stations in life. Now, imagine that mother's disap-

pointment if her son happens to spend his last days

in the penitentiary, or dies upon the gallows 1

Think of the sorrow, when a son fills the drunk-

ard's grave, or a daughter goes into the paths of

July 3. 18

DIVINE SYMPATHY.

What is thy grief today?
A mind mute-burdened with its heavy sorrow,

A snul ton faint to see the hopeful morrow,

A life that longs death's drapery to borrow?

Take heart!

He knoweth all tby way,

And makes thy inmost grief his chosen part.

What is thy joy to-day?

A mind in wonder at its own keen knowing,

A soul wherein Gt>d's planted truth is growing,

A life with eager happy love o'erflowing?

Rejoice!

He knoweth all thy way,

And bears with perfect love thy praising voic

—Herbert Clarke,

HONORINQ PARENTS.

BY J. E BLOUGH.

" Honor thy father and mother; which is the first command-
ment with promise; that it may be well with thee, and thou

mayest live long upon the earth."—Eph. 6: 2, 3.

This command is often lightly regarded. Many
do not properly esteem the advice, directions and

restraints given by devoted parents and guardians.

The lack of experience is often the reason that

the parents' counsel is so little heeded. Parents

often have to deny their children pleasures, or re

quire of them duties that, to them, seem quite un-

reasonable.

Children, while under the parental roof, cannot

honor their parents more than by promptly and
cheerfully obeying their every command. The
best child does not need to be told twice to do
his work. Children cften allow themselves, or,

perhaps, parents allow them to acquire the habit of

not going at once, when told, and thus make it nec-

essary to be told the second time, perhaps more
sharply, or if not told the second time, they are

quite likely to leave it undone. Then, when asked
about it, they make the excuse that "they forgot."

Some children seem to justify their neglect of

duty by saying, "O, I forgot!" when it really only

shows their carelessness and lack of promptitude.
Then there are those who, knowing that disobedi-

ence or neglect will bring them merited punish-

ment or disapproval, will go about their errands so

unwillingly and fretfully as to grieve their parents'

hearts. Is that the way to honor your parents?

How much better to go about your errands and du-

ties at once and with a good willl Then you feel

good and happy, and your mother is pleased and
feels honored.

Then, too, children honor their parents by being
kind to each other. It is very dishonorable to

quarrel and fight, whether at home, in school, or on
the street. Do you ever take time to think how
you should feel if your little brother, sister or play-

mate should die, and you would call to mind how
you quarreled or teased or, perhaps, even struck
each other? Oh, think, how sorry you would feel

then! Then be kind to your playmates at home, in

school or wherever you meet them, and when you

Young man, young woman, does it ever occur to

you that your parents' interest in you never ceases,

so long as their minds are rational? How fre-

qucnty do their wicked children bring down their

gray heads in sorrow to the grave! When we think

of the vast army of liars, thieves, robbers, murder-

ers, defrauders, drunkards, gamblers, etc., which
are marching to perdition, we must conclude that

thousands of parents are not honored as they

should be. It is every one's privilege and duty to

make an honorable living.

After children leave the dear old home and go
out into the world for themselves, they ofttimes

neglect to write to their parents as frequently as

they should. Young people cannot realize what it

costs parents to have their children leave them one

by one. Gradually the family gets smaller, until,

at last, father and mother are left alone, and O!
how lonesome it must be! Those who arc within a

reasonable distance should often go home, and

those who cannot do that, should write often. Let

them hear from you, if you say no more than that

you are well, or that they are still dear to you.

How anxiously do they often look, for weeks and
months, and still no word from that boy or girl!

On the other hand, if they receive the long-looked-

for letter, they tremblingly break the seal and
eagerly devour every word in it, and then reread it

until they know the contents by heart. By keep-

ing our parents informed of our whereabouts, and
our doings, we greatly honor them.

I will yet add a few words about caring for par-

ents after they can no longer engage in the active

duties of life. Their home, then, ought to be with

one of their children. They ought to have the

easiest chair, the softest bed, the best of food, the

tenderest care, and the kindest words. I am in-

clined to believe that if we would remember how
many sleepless nights they spent over us while we
were children, how many tears they shed when we
were sick, and how many anxious prayers ascended

to God in our behalf, there would be more happy
old people. Multiplied cases exist where aged
people who have well to-do children living must
either go to the alms-house, or be taken care of by
strangers. Oh, how sad! Let us all try to honor
father and mother!

Why do so many young people die? May it not

be because they disobey and dishonor their par-

ents? Long life is promised us if we honor them,

Manassas, Va.

LOVE OF THE BEAUTIFUL.

A writer in the Chrhtian Herald says:

"We should, by every means in our power, strive

to develop in our children's hearts and minds the

love of the good and the beautiful. Childhood
must have something to love, to admire, and it

rests with us to direct that love aright. Besides,

an appreciation of even the simplest beauties about
us is a source of secret pleasure, and mental, as

well as spiritual, development. It makes us pos-

sessors of and sharers in all that the eye and the

intelligence can reach and comprehend. We have
no legal right to our neighbor's farm, but our eyes

have an esthetic claim on his landscape, and in the

currency of beauty we may get more out of it than

its owner. If you are an ardent lover of beauty,

all things are yours. Says an authentic writer: If

you reside at Denver you own two hundred and
fifty miles of the Rocky Mountains, now bathed
in sunshine, now swathed in clouds, now wear*
ing fro?t.formed mantle* of pursst white, Every

flower that you see grows in your garden; every
bird that flies athwart your field of vision is a deni-

zen of your aviary; every robin that reels oS his

rollicking song by the yard, within the sound of

your ear, is your song bird; every sunset is yours,

and every rainbow; in short, you are immensely
rich; you own stock in the Milky Way, and have
a claim on every visible star that shines in the

depths of space.

" All things of beauty are not theirs alone

Wbo hold the fee; but unto him no less

Who can enjoy, than unto them who own,
Ate sweetest uses given to possess.

For heaven is beautiful; and suffers none
To make monopoly of aught that's fair."

The Scriptures have much to say concerning the

beautiful, and especially is this true of the New
Jerusalem, surrounded by walls made of the finest

stone, and the streets paved with pure gold.

Heaven is to be a place of unsurpassing beauty,

and those who expect to enjoy the beautiful in the

realm beyond, must learn to admire the beautiful

even in this life.

THE FAITHFUL WORKER.

An Eastern king was once in need of a faithful

servant and friend. He gave notice that he want-

ed a man to do a day's work, and two men came
and asked to be employed. He engaged them
both for certain fixed wages, and set them to work
to fill a basket with water from a neighboring well,

saying he would come in the evening and see their

work. He then left them to themselves, and went

away. After putting in one or two bucketfuls, one

of the men said:

"What is the good of doing this useless work?

As soon as you put the water in on one side, it runs

out on the other."

The other man answered:
" But we have our day's wages, haven't we? The

use of the work is the Master's business, not ours."

" I am not going to do such fool's work," replied

the other; and, throwing down his bucket, he went

away.

The other man continued his work, till, about

sunset, he exhausted the well. Looking down into

it, he saw something shining at the bottom. He
let down his bucket once more, and drew up a pre-

" Now I see the use of pouring water into a bask-

et," he exclaimed to himself. "If the bucket had
brought up the ring before the well was dry, it

would have been found in the basket. The labor

was not useless, after all."

But he had yet to learn why the king had or-

dered this apparently useless task. It was to test

their capacity for perfect obedience, without which

no servant is reliable.

At this moment the king came up to him and, as

he bade the man keep the ring, he said:

"Thou hast been faithful in a little thing; now I

see I can trust thee in great things. Henceforth

thou shalt stand at my r'ght hand. '

—

Leader.

MARRYING A MAN TO REFORM HIM.

"The most subtle and deceitful hope which ever

existed, and one which wrecks the happiness of

many a young girl's life," writes Evangelist Dwight
L. Moody, in the June Ladies' Home Journal, "is

the common delusion that a woman can best re-

form a man by marrying him. It is a mystery to

me how people can be so blinded to the hundreds

of cases in every community where tottering homes
have fallen and innocent lives have been wrecked,

because some young girl has persisted in marrying

a scoundrel in the hope of saving him. I have nev-

er known such a union, and I have seen hundreds

of them, result in anything but sadness and disas-

ter. Let no young girl think that she may be able

to accomplish what a loving mother or sympathet-

ic sis'ers have been unable to do. Before there is

any contract of marriage there should be convinc

ng proof that there has been real and thorough re-

generation."
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THE GOSPEL MESSENGER.
In the last two years the income from

missions has had an increase each year of

over $4,000 over the preceding year. This

certainly is a steady and a healthy growth
during these hard times.

That was a grand enthusiasm at the mis-

sionary meeting the day before Annual Meet-

ing, as may be seen in the contribution of over

$500, for missions. Following this was a vol-

unteer pledge by the audience, that next year

each one will strive to make the collection

p. God grant that it may be so!

A saying among
the heathen is, "Let every man stick to his

religion. Never change." Some who
would resent the name "heathen" uphold

idea. They never adopt a better, and
they never change.

BRETHREN'S MISSION. BROOKLYN.

IHB COMMITTEE 3ECEIVES I

The doctrinal number of the Missis

did such satisfactory and effectual worl

fall, that it is probable another issue wi

made this fall.

It is useless for District Boards to ask the

General Board to take charge of some m
sion point within their District. Such

course is not in harmony with the plan

Annual Meeting, would not be good busim

methods, and would do the District a decid

injustice. Let each District take an acti

interest in its missions and call on the General

Board, if help is needed.

Mei

relai

The pri

1 point discussed

and General Boards sustain to e.T

thought of the di

District Board should

e entire District, and if financially toe

;o call on the General Board for help

lue of tract distribution was discussed,

ny words of praise were given for the

. Messenger as a live and effective

Is it not a reproach upon the Chri:

church, that for nineteen hundred years she

has had in trust the Gospel of the Lord
J<

t, and that, through all these years, the

duty has rested upon her to preach it to every

ure, and that the work is not yet half

? Heathenism has been called the :

dal of Christianity. It exists because the

church has been numb with the cold of in

difference and steened in selnshness.

—

A. Veil

If \

without it, then we are driven to the cc

sion that the human family could have

without it in the first place. If we coi

the Gospel a blessing to us, we must :

that it would be a blessing to them. If the

Gospel was a necessity to our ancestors, and

is now a necessity to us, it is also a necessity

to the heathen. Judged in the light of theii

present condition, the heathen are under

guilt and condemnation, and we know of no

extra Biblical provision for their salvation.-

IV. M. Bell.

had :

1 scii'li'ty, MI. Carroll, I

Dryden, Ark.—The work looks quite en-

luraging just now, and would the. busy time

permit of series of meetings, at this time, with

iterest apparently awakened, good would
certainly result, but, all things considered, I

think best not to hold a series of meetings

it this time but want to hold, perhaps,

al in the near future. Our health has
been good ever since we have been here,

thank the Lord!-/?. E. Kesler, June 3,

Staunton, Vn.— Monday, May 17, at four

clock, we assembled at Bro. Gregory's,

where a love feast was held for the benefit of

, by D. Killutfiiur,

The Committee recommended the names

of elders S. N. McCann, of Virginia; D. L.

Forney and wife, of Arkansas; Lizzie Gibbel,

of Pennsylvania; and Wm. Howe, of New
Jersey, to the late Conference as suitable ones

to be sent to the India Mission field, and the

recommendation was approved. These had

not made application to go, but the Commit-

tee, at its session at Annual Meeting, called

them. The appointment was a surprise to

each one, but it is gratifying to learn from

each one that his heart is in the work and he

would go if other duties and responsibilities

would not make a refusal imperative. This

course of action, on the part of the Committee,

is looked upon by many as an important de-

parture from the former methods of securing

missionaries, and one in the right direction.

When God, in times past, had an important

work which he wished to accomplish through

his children, he looked out upon his people

and chose those he felt were best suited for

the work. But some
to spring the questi

question involves a 1,

:ipleship.

ne, possibly, is

,
" Do persons >

I Im uld

i a gr<

ach individu

member stands in constant readiness

"Here, Lord, send me, send me!" has si

reached the true sphere and prime purpo;

of her organization on earth. Then and then

only, will each one find his chosen field of

action, — chosen of God and filled with the

greatest possibilities of d>-",T'»"«'«itJ

BULSAR JOTTINGS.

ly now.

—All the British soldiers ai;d native sepoys

have been removed. Most of the people who

had run away have come back again, and our

little town has taken on signs of life again.

— Inoculation against plague is something

like vaccination against small-pox. After in-

oculation your arm gets sore and you get sick

a day or two. I was inoculated.

—The government report states that about

[,200 persons died of the plague in Bulsar,

and 500 in the villages round about. No
doubt all were not reported. That means

ten per cent of the population! How many

vacant chairs! How many widows! How
many orphans!

—The famine does not reach Gujerati in

fact, but the scarcity elsewhere, makes famine

prices prevail everywhere. Grains of all

kinds are about twice the usual price. We
have been distributing dahl and rice each

morning to the poorest who would come. We
mix it and give a cup full to each person, once

a day, in the morning. Early

they begin to assemble in froi t of our house.

blind, skeleton-

like people, some lepers, some nearly naked,

all sit around together, waiting, each for his

cup of kitcherdy. If those who have contrib-

uted to the wants of the sufferers in India.

could see the gathering of one morning, it

would do their hearts good. Twice we have

received for this purpose from the Mission

Board and once from an individual.

—The natives always speak of any giving of

this kind as "doing religion." It is quite ex-

pressive, and the news flies fast and quick,

far and near, whenever any one begins doing

, tw
-We : keeping our eyes' open to oppor

>f tht sdy, yei

1 Chris— Bro. Ren Chord asked

if he belonged to the Brethren. He replied,

' No, but I am one of the body of Christ. Yo

know there are many parts to the one body

Ren Chord said, "Yes, tha

all parts of one body. But

a finger off, and some men I

some people are blind in

your parts whole?

"

—One dear brother was asked

you going to change your religi

"la

ne hands have

e a leg off, and

: eye. Are all

" Why

t going to change my religion. The

THE BRETHREN'S MISSION, CHICAGO.

1.1. fund) Oerrogordo, 111.,

Meals tind lodging

Jflpo Creek Brothron's Aid Society, per Mnrj

1...A11..1 \pill 17. wruturnoo, . .

Meals find lodgloK

-I - ! I -1.8 >. I- .!:.,
. .

sd. Brcthrc

.uhn villi

nuel Di
. Jacob

feel

strengthened, and, we hope, goo
ions were made on those who looked on. Oil

Sunday, May 23, Bro. D. C. Flory gave us a

good sermon from 1 John 3: 4. Bro. A. M. T.
Miller, of Nebraska, was with us in Sunday
school, May yz.—Martha Click, May jr.

Carlisle, Ark. I am here at Rose Bud,
holding several meetings for the few members
that live here. The more we visit these iso-

lated members, the more we see the need of

more missionaries to come and settle amongst
them. We feel much encouraged to sec the

members zealous and faithful. They had no
preaching by the Brethren for seven months,

and hecause of this, I left home and family

to visit and encourage them. When I see how
they appreciate a few meetings, 1 think I am
well paid for the sacrifice. 1-rom here we go

lo Austin, where we have an applicant for

baplism.-C. E. Dcip, June 1.

Roanoke, La. — The meetings at Gaydcn
arc quite interesting. On Monday morning

I started out for Gayden to find a brother,

as I had heard, is living about six miles

it. He has been in the State about six

years, but had not found us. In due time I

at the place, and received a warm wcl-

:, He IS staying in a lonely place, is

eighty-three years old, but quite active for his

age, This will give us another opening for

a preaching point which will be filled on the

trip to Gaydcn. Health is good, weather

dry, the wells have not filled since the

drought last year, and we are nearly out of

water.

—

S. A. Honherger, May 26.

Washington, D. C. -A number of children

have been clothed by our Aid Society this

month, and thus enabled lo come to our Sun-

day school. In one family of seven children,

none had attended Sunday school because

they lacked clothing. The father being with-

out work, was unable to clothe them. They

had become much discouraged, but our Aid

Society clothed four of them, and now they

are enjoying Sunday school. The mother ex-

pressed herself as being very thankful, say-

ing if ever her husband got work they would

pay us back for our kindness, or her husband

would help us to build our church. Much of

my time has been taken up with this kind of

work this month. — Carrie A. Westergren,

315 D. St., S. E., May 38.

Laforge, Mo. — We believe the work in

Southeastern Missouri is on a better footing.

May 17 Eld. Henry Brubaker. of Knoxville,

Ark., came to do church work among us. Mis

sermons were soul-cheering. May 21, 1

IHOM THE VIELD.

Hawthorn, Fla.-

[iniSpUt.ti. >

bers there 1

all the con

except Indi

te of preaching. At Harlem th

cm hnghi, provided our few men
ill be faithful. I have now visile

munities where the Brethren liv

in River.—C. D. ilyllon, May31.

did

arka Ark. the

good opening for work, and if regular wor

were carried on there, much good might t

accomplished. There were two baptize

during our stay there, and there are pro:

pects for others. The work, here at Pa

estine, is prospering and growing gradual!;

One was baptized at our love feast, recent!;

and the work at our outposts is brighteninj

We hope to give them special attention th

summer. We had the offer of a school thi

summer, but prefer to continue at the work

in the mission field, though not so rcmu

tive, financially, as school-teaching,

—

D. L.and

Anna M, Forney, Junt 1,

s clo: ether

feasami prepared US for 1

This was, indeed, a

house was crowded

Laforge church, the

County were called togethi

Blackquell as minister in the 1

They already had a deacon. T
fifteen in all. The new organizati

East Prairie church. A love fe

pointed for the day following

very pleasant to the twenty lhr<

of love, May 22.

Ma

l,r.'lhn

and sell

thirteen. A very impressive least was en-

gaged in at the home of Bro. Allen Griffs.

The fellowship of that meeting will never be

forgotten. All wept together for joy as the

future home of

pointed c

officiated

May 31,
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Bro. D, L. Forney writes encouragingly of the

outlook in Arkansas. He thinks there is a great

field open for our people in that State.

State Districts should not neglect the Foreign
Mission collection. No State can afford to have a

bad showing in the General Missionary report.

., are meet-

heir church

by baptism,

Mount Morris, III., July 3, 1807.

Bv the time this reaches our readers,

filling orders for the Minutes.

Bro. P. B.

Milledgeville

with the Brethren at

Bro. J, G. Rover is spending a few weeks among
fie churches in Southern Illinois.

The brethren at Worthington, M
ing with commendabl
work. They report st

quite recently.

The Union Center church, Elkhart Co., Ind., ha:

just closed a protracted meeting with nine bap
tized and one reclaimed. Bro. Peter Stuckman
did the preaching.

Inside of a few days, we shall be prepared to 611
all orders for the Full Report. We believe that
our people will find this the most interesting and
instructive report of our Conference that has y e t

appeared. Price, 25 cents, or £2.50 per dozen.
Those desiring the work will please let us have
their orders without delay.

1
Horace,

Bro. Andrew Hutchison was with the Breth-
ren in Chicago, over last Sunday. He has arranged
to v'sit North Dakota before returning to his

home at McPherson, Kans.

There will be no trouble about collecting 1

sionary funds, in any church, where the elder t

sympathy with missions, and will urge the m
bers to contribute liberally.

There is no need of

months in order to hold a t

is the time to preach the Word,
ought to be at it everywhere.

titing for the

neetings.

There is something significant i>

tives in India say about "doing
Bro. Stover's "Jottings" in this is:

more of this " doing religion."

Br

what the na-

:ltgion." See
ic We need

The address of Bro. S. Z. Sharp is changed from
McPherson, Kans., to Plattsburg, Mo.

Bro. P. S. Garman, Kissimme
the address of J. W. Newton Ga

Please do not run death notices in with r«

of church news. Write each on separate shee

Bro. G. W. Lowrv, of Scullton, Pa.,

dress changed to Glade, Somerset Co., ;

how many of ou

even ;

readers give a

half of it, to the

c spending :

i Center, I01

Murray and wife, of this place,

ne days with the Brethren at Dal-

Bro.

Bridgewater, Va.

until further notice.

McCann should be addressed at

his permanent address

Seven additions by confession and baptism are
eported by a correspondent, writing from the
Vinona church, Minn,

Bro. J. D. Trostlb is visiting among the church-
es in Western Maryland, and is doing some very
acceptable preaching.

T. T. Myers, of Philadelphia, has taken to

a wife in the person of sister Florence M.
Harshbarger, Huntingdon, Pa. We wish them a
long, useful and happy life together.

An earnest sister writes that she is too busy to

read as much as she would like. She says, " I of-

ten find myself standing with the broom in one
hand, and the Messenger in the other."

of the sickness of his

Bro. Jesse Y. Heckler, of Elmwood, Nebr.
not permitted to be present at the Annual Meet-
ing. He was a member of the Standing Commit-
tee, and his absence was regretted. Neither is he
permitted to do the church work as he would like

at this time. We trust that he may soon be per-
mitted to enter upon his active ministerial duties.

We are now filling orders for the second edition
of Bro. McCann's excellent book, "The Lord Our
Righteousness." The book has had a good sale,

and there is still demand for it. It is a book that
should be widely read. Price, 50 cents. This book
may be ordered of Bro. J. L. Geiser, 1607 Edmon-
son Ave., Baltimore, Md„ or from the Messenger
office.

A correspondent writes us that the divorce ques
tion should be easily settled, as the Gospel is plaii

ubject. By reading the speeches in the Rein the

port, it may be seen that the

the question, and each speake
is plain after his way of think

is not so easily settled as soi

especially when there are a

minds on the other side.

By

e two sides to

nks the Gospel

The question

night suppose,

ber of strong

Palestine is improving in one respect at least

Her exports, during the last twelve months, as

compared with the previous year, have increased
S35,ooo, the total amount being S3. 102,685 °0.

ports that have lately appeared in

le Messenger, it can be seen that during the
ilder months of the year, is a most excellent
me to hold a series of meetings. The habit that

»me churches have, of holding all their revival

eetings in the winter, does not seem to us to be
<e very best course. During the summer is a
ost excellent time to convert people and bring
em into the church.

In next issue several of our sisters will have
something exceedingly interesting to say concern
ing the ways in which a preacher's wife may aid anc
encourage her husband in the work of the ministry.

Since the Fourth of July comes on Sunday this

year, it will not be necessary to urge our Brethren
to have religious services that day, for this they
will do without telling. We trust the day will be
full of spiritual interest.

Theh
14, hav,

fidels ki

imes of the four kings mentioned in Gen.
been found in cuneiform writings. Thus

be seen that the spade is bringing out
defense of the Bible narratives, that in-

ow not how to meet.

e you ordered a copy of the Full Report?
prove interesting reading, and should be

Bro. D. A. Norckoss reports two more addi
tions to the church at Covina. They w ere bap
tized at Lordsburg, with some others.

RO. I. N. H. Beahm is now engaged in a series
neetings in the South Waterloo church, Iowa,
: congregations and the interest are excellent.

1 brother from Kingsley, Iowa, sends ten dol-
,
and says, "I hear of suffering and starvation

:

- Use five dollars to help the poor people,
the balance where it is most needed."

is signed to the letter, but the good deed

and place

No name

We are asked to reply to some of the ridiculous
stories that are going the rounds of the papers con-
cerning the Brethren. We have long since learned
that it is useless to give such matters much atten-
tion in the columns of the Messenger.

One of our readers sends for one thousand "tria
offer " slips, to distribute among the people whi
are not taking the Messenger. These slips shouli
be used freely. Send for a package, and make ;

good use of them. They are sent free to all thosi

who ask for them.

Some of the popular churches are certainly get-
ting out of their line of duty by taking sides re-

specting the tariff question. The result will be
to divide these churches, more or less, on a politi-

cal question. This is certainly injudicious. We say,
let the churches attend to the spiritual wants and
interests of the members, and let the politicians

settle the tariff, and other like questions. Since
the church is not and should not be of this

world, let her keep her fingers out of worldly is-

Ini 1 private letter, Bro. Fercken tells of three
more accessions to the church by Christian bap-
tism. He also tells of some who are compelled
to follow Christ secretly, for fear of the Turks.
His letter, which for prudential reasons cannot be
published, lest a greater burden of persecution be
laid upon the infant church in Asia, appeals to the

deepest sympathy of our heart. He tells of those
who must come to hear of Jesus by night, who are

daily in dread of falling victims to the cruelty of

their oppressors. He asks that all of God's people
pray earnestly for the persecuted church, and no
true-hearted child of God will need a second invita-

tion to comply with his request.

longs

One of our correspondents speaks of the nice
band of young members in the locality from which
she writes. That is the way we like to have the
older ones speak of those who are young in the
church, as well as young in years. We would
also urge all our young members to so conduct
themselves as to merit words of commendation.

:e the entire publishing business now be-

to the Brotherhood, and since all the in-

from the business is to be used for mission-

ary work, our people will be glad to make every
possible effort to increase the circulation of all

our publications, and thus not only do good in

the way of placing our literature in the hands of

many, but be the means of placing considerable
money in the hands of the Missionary Board for

their various lines of work. Of the 56,000.00

turned over to the Brotherhood, on the first day
of April, St 000 has already been appropriated
for the mission cause. We would like to see ten

times that amount turned over each year. Let

everybody help to push the publishing interest, and
it may be done.
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The Mission Board in Northern Indiana recently

called the elders of that District together to con-

sult concerning more aggressive missionary oper-

ations. The board received marked encourage-

ment, and now request that each member of the

District give the modest sum of twenty cents for

the home mission work. It seems to us that this

is a very modest demand, indeed, and the amount

called for ought to be raised without delay.

A writer in the Herald of Truth maintains that

the Mennonites read too many books and papers

that lead them gradually from their foundation of

faith, and entirely too little of the writings of their

own authors. This may also be said of our own

people. Too much of our well-prepared literature

is left lie on the shelves, while the books that lead

away from the plain truths of the Bible are in great

demand. Far too many of the Brethren are not

posted on the doctrine as they should be, and it is

to be feared that even many of our ministers are

among this number. The time has come for call-

ing the attention of our readers to this matter, and

it is to be hoped that they will give it more than a

passing notice.

Elders who think that church government

means to merely restrain the members from doing

wrong, sadly mistake their work. The tendency

of mere restraint is to weaken, whereas training

calculated to strengthen. A member may be held

in restraint and thus be regarded as a good r

That is, he may not do any wrong. In fact, he may

in this way be made so good that he is actually

good for nothing. He answers no purpose, only to

live and hold his position in the church, but the

church can give him little or nothing to do. This

may be one way of making what is generally re-

garded as good people, but it is no way of making

strong and useful church members. It is only by

careful training that this can be done, and it is im-

portant that each elder give this particular part of

Christian work special attention. The Lord wants

his people trained, in order that they may be of

some use to the cause. Jesus spent three years

training the apostles, and made of them men capa-

ble of accomplishing something for good in this

world. Let no one mistake mere restraint for

training! ^_^__^_^_
ANNUAL MEETINO OBSERVATIONS.

Life, as lived by individuals, is a great study,

and, to many, full of interest. We all carry with

us our individualities; and it is right that we should,

so as to give to those around us a true index to

what we are. Live where we may, and do as we

please, we are measured by the standard which

we ourselves largely make, and this we make as

we live from day to day, whether at home or

abroad.

The world is not as unjust and critical in its

measurement as we sometimes imagine. As a rule,

we get credit for our present value, at least. It is

true, there are many who are selfish and one-sided

in casting up their estimates, not, perhaps, willing-

ly but because of their narrowness and their neg-

lect in studying life as it is lived before them. We
differ, of course, and it is well enough that we do,

so far as our differing does not push us out of the

line of duty and right, but our special tendencies

have always led us into the path of inquiry and

the study of human life, as seen in the crowded

streets, public assemblies and conveyances. We
have absorbed hours sitting on hotel verandas,

watching and studying the surging masses as they

move to and fro on the crowded streets below, and

we know of no time that we had a more interest-

ing study before us, than during our late Annual

Conference, in the large tabernacle and the sur-

rounding grounds. It was an open book, to be

studied and interpreted. What a world of thought,

in the thousands of thinking souls, each viewed as

a human personality and as a volume, seen but un-

openedl

"As a man thinketh in his heart so is he," but

the problem is, What does he think? Some give

their thoughts from their tongues; others speak

from their faces, and glow it out from their whole

persons, while others are as impenetrable as stat-

ues of iron or as close-mouthed as the great sea,

which seals its victims in its bosom, to remain un-

opened until the Great Revealer comes.

But the mass of living and thinking life is a

study that brings a rich reward, if we carefully

place the unconscious revelations together. We
talk much about the desirableness of uniformity.

God never made such a thing. In all the great

realm of his creation he has made no two things

auke. They may seem so to us, but are not so

in fact. The desire to do so is the art of man, and

he succeeds only in the use of dead material.

Clothe ten thousand men or women in precisely

the same garments, including cut, material and

color, and you have a semblance of uniformity,

but the living beings, made by God, enshrouded

in the garb, are as unlike as before.

We were impressed with this thought as we
viewed the Conference congregation on the open-

ing day, when it consisted almost wholly of our

own membership. How futile are all our efforts

to frustrate the great wisdom of God, in giving

our personality and individuality! And, after all,

are we not glad that God has made us so and

that we can thus be known, one from another?

Our purpose is only to start a thought along this

line. Follow it up to a legitimate conclusion

see where it will lead.

During the meeting we were frequently asked to

write out our observations, and we partly promised

to do so. To give some of them would be \

to give them all might be otherwise. But this

much we are glad to say—and we say it with pli

ure,—we saw what we call improvement in many

ways. In this, our third term on Standing Com
mittee, we thought we saw a great change for tht

better,—more freedom, more charity,—less pre>

judice, suspicion and disposition to criticise, We
saw more of the Christian spirit and less of the

selfish. The evil eye that is always wide open to

human defects and weaknesses, and closed to thi

Christian virtues and graces, is as the murderou

eagle perched on the highest tree, waiting for ai

opportunity to sight his victim and pounce upon

it to the death. Brethren, let us all pray to be d.

livered from such eyes. They belong to such ;

strain at a gnat and swallow a camel.

The spirit of the meeting was so good, on tl

whole, so lovely that we all have reason to be et

couraged. Had a few more carefully bridled the

tongue, they would have returned home in greater

peace of mind, and left the deliberations of th

meeting without a jar or ripple. We wish that it

were not always true,
—"What the heart thinketh

the mouth speaketh." It would be good for s

if their hearts were really better than indexed by

their tongues, and may we not hope that in some

cases this is true? Indeed, we hope it is sol

The most lovely feature of the meeting was the

Christian greetings,—the pledge of kinship,—and

that we are indeed one in Christ Jesus. Throwing

away the formalities of the world, we meet as

children of the same family, we are brethren here,

which is a foretaste of the Brotherhood that shall

be.

And what shall we say for the growing spirit

in the Mission and Sunday school work, — tht

greater efforts being made along the line of church

house building, and the essentials in enlarging

fields for Christian work? Surely there is being

made a stirring among the dry bones, and we have

reason to hope for wonderful developments in the

near future, in enlarging our borders and sending,

to the ends of the earth, the Gospel of peace and

salvation! " B -

IS THE LORD DEAD?

Du the

South the

' between the North and the

critical periods, and, at times, it

that the South might possibly triumph.

uring one of these sad periods that Fred

Douglass, the gifted colored orator, was addressing

large audience in one of the leading cities of

the East. He grew eloquent concerning the evils

t slavery, and the terrible results that would fol-

aw, should the South succeed in gaining her in-

dependence, and thus continue slavery. As the

orator continued, the picture grew darker, and a

shadow seemed to settle down over the vast as-

sembly.

In the midst of the meeting, when doubts ap-

peared to have taken possession of the earnest

listeners, and when many felt like giving up in

despair, an aged neero woman, occupying a front

seat, raised her hand, and held it extended until

Douglass asked her what she wished. In an earn-

est, clear voice she asked, "Am de Lord dead?"
Her question thrilled the audience. It was like

a live coal from the altar to the distinguished ora-

tor. He caught on to the inspiration. The tone

of the orator changed. His burning words, full of

hope, stirred every heart. Darkness was dispelled;

hope once more came to every soul, and thus the

meeting ended as one of the most enthusiastic

gatherings of the times. In the midst of gloom

that aged and unlearned negro woman was trusting

the Lord.

We sometimes hear ministers preach, and mem-
bers talk about church affairs in a way that causes

us to think of the old woman's question, and we,

too, are prompted to ask, Is the Lord dead?

The way some people write and talk, one is almost

led to think so. Jesus was the head of the

church over eighteen hundred years ago; he is still

the bead of the same body, and is alive now, and

forever more, and we have no fears concerning the

final outcome of his cause. He does not want us

to waste our strength lamenting about the defects

of the church, nor to spend time grieving over

the outlook, but he does want us to feed the Mock

and do our utmost to save all the sheep and the

lambs, too. He wants no minister to devote his

best gifts to preaching the funeral of the church.

That time has not come, and it is not going to

come. Not even the gates of hell are going to pre-

vail against the church. The church is here to

stay until Jesus comes, and even preachers, teach-

ers and members ought to be inspired by the

thought. Possibly they need a live coal from the

altar, that they may give out inspiration to others.

It is no more than likely that the church may

change in some of her expedienci :s. She has done

so in the past, and may do likcv ise in the future.

She may ever lose so ne of h ;r characteristics

in some lines, and then gain in others, but the

Lord will not forsake ! er. He will, by and by.

lead her to still higher planes, and develop her

more and more, as the years go by. But to do

this, her ministers must feed the flock, and feed

it well, and that, too, on the very best spiritual

food to be found in the Bible. Good feeding is

the secret of the Lord's success in building up and

maintaining his church. And then, above all things,

we must take good care of the lambs. No flock

on earth, spiritual or temporal, can be kept up,

when the lambs are neglected. And this is the

very thing that not a few of our despondent teach-

ers are doing. They weary themselves so much

about the shadows of life, that they forget the sun-

shine and spiritual food that the lambs need, to de-

velop them for usefulness. Brethren, think on

these things and Ho not forget to put your trust in

the Lord, J. H. «,
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He who keeps Satan out of his heart,

•in in the battle of life.

Suppose Jesus should <

a church! What then?

nd find you asleep

When before your Sunday school cla

but do not try to preach.

A large pile of money covers a multitude of

!

l the eyes of most people.

Too many teachers place the food so high that

the lambs of the flock cannot reach it.

Most rich church mi

please, provided they ;

tbers can do about

! liberal givers.

Concerning the common people, Lincoln one

time said, " God loves them; that is why he made

so many of them."

It does not take long to measure the distance

from this earth to perdition with a yard-stick that

is one-half inch short.

stand

people

not eloquent poaching that we so much

i need of, but earnest preaching that the

can understand.

4 the time of the apostles, we read of but

i going to sleep during preaching, and he c;

r losing his life by it.

After your

to recall the m
to her, lo thesi

The minister who says he ha

should not endanger his reputati(

by proceeding to say something.

s in the coffin it will be too late

nkind words you have spoken

nothing to say,

1 for truthfulness,

Plain clothing is all right, and is to be commend'
ed. but woe be unto that man who keeps all of hi;

religion wrapped up in his clothes.

So your poor minister h

ten years, and you have

sack of flourt How do yo

s preached for yo

feel about it?

Some people think that if you oppose their no-

tion of doing things, that you are not contending

for the faith once delivered unto the saints.

A brother need not think that he is a preacher

just because his name is in the Almanac. It takes

a good deal more than that to make a preacher.

The man who picks out a command, here and
there in the Bible, to obey, may be called a Chris-

tian, but he is not the kind the Lord delights in.

People, who at church can sing, and will not do
it, are keeping their talent for music wrapped up
in a napkin. If they are not careful, they will soon
have it buried.

It is all right to help the ox out of the ditch .

the Lord's Day, but the wrong is in pushing a nui
ber of oxen in during the week, so as to have
excuse for Sunday work.

The *ho lid that the preacht
ought to have been cut off at both ends, and set on
fire in the middle, stated something that might well
apply to most of the sermons delivered.

It hardly seems consistent for a dozen pieache
to sit behind the table, while the thirteenth oi

preaches from this text: " The harvest truly is pie
teous, but the laborers are few."

The nber who is too busy with the affairs of
this world to attend his home love feast, must not
expect to find a vacant place for himself at tin

marriage feast of the Lamb in the kingdom t.

The woman who put a stone inside of ber roll o
butter, before taking it to market, is not one parti-
cle worse than the covetous man, who puts c

plain coat, then goes to church and tries to make
people believe that he is sound fn the faith.

THIS G-OSIFIEXj MESSZEnsTO-IEI^.

QUERISTS' DEPARTMENT.

Is it right for our prayer meetings to be led and conducted

by persons who have never made a profession of religion?

E. W,

Certainly not. Prayer meetings are intended

for the saints, and unconverted persons should not

be called upon to lead them. You might as well

man to conduct the preach-

ar meetings.

July 3. 1807.

understand Rom. 14: 23 to have reference to the love

feast, or to our common, every-day meals?

J. C. Crumpackkr.

We understand that it has reference to common
leals. The context indicates this clearly.

Explain why the English translation of the Bible says,

Man is created a little lower than the angels," while the

Greek and German do not, and they all differ quite materially.

JPi.R i !Jmm

The English rendering is not just that way, but

Psa. 8. $ reads thus: ' For thou hast made him a

little lower than the angels," and in Heb. 2: 7,

ou madest him a little lower than the angels."

; found in the best Greek copies, but why Lu-

ther omitted it from his German rendering we are

t able to say. In the Revised Version Psa. 8: 5

s this rendering: "But a little lower than God,"

th " angels " in the margin. The old Hebrew has

Elchim, probably meaning the angelic order, for

that is the rendering Paul gives it when he quotes

the Psalm in Heb. 2: 7. Concerning the apparent

fference we like the comment of R. Milligan in

s Commentary on Hebrews. He says: " Thou

madest him a -idle lower than the angels," or, as the

Hebrew may be more literally rendered, "Thou
hast made him fall but little short of Eloheem;"

Thou hast lowered him a little beneath Elo-

n." The word Eloheem, in this passage, means
the angels.

n ere, in the Bible, is the passage, "The way is so plain

that a fool, though a wayfaring man, shall not err therein?"

Jos. Beam.

There is no passage reading just that way. It is

a mutilation of Isa. 35: 8, which reads thus: "The
wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein."

It is often quoted as given by our querist. People,

especially ministers, should learn to quote Scrip-

ture correctly, otherwise they deceive those not

knowing any better.

Is there a Greek church at Jerusalem, and how do they bap-
tize? G. J. C.

There is at Jerusalem a large and influential body
of Greek Christians. They baptize solely by trine

immersion. The Greek patriarch of Jerusalem
claims to have his baptism in succession from the

apostles, and believes, with all the rest of the

learned Greeks, that the threefold immersion was
the apostolic method.

Did John Wesley ever practice trine immersion?

J. N. U.

Yes, when baptizing adults, professing faith in

Christ Jesus, Mr. Wesley preferred to perform the

rite by trine immersion, believing that to have been
the apostolic method.

Do the profits from our Sunday school supplies go into the
hands of the General Mission Board for missionary work?

G. M. S.

Certainly they do. These supplies are published

by the authority of the Brotherhood, all the profits

go towards missionary work, and, for these reasons,

as well as others, they should be used in all of our
Sunday schools. If our people understand what is

for the best interest of the church, they will use

these supplies in preference to all others.

We have one church within the Arctic circle,

where, at this season of the year, there is practical-

ly no night.
jp H . m.

IS IT DEBATABLE?

In a late issue of the Olographic Review Daniel

Sommer, the editor, reprints what we had to say

a short time ago, about trine immersion not being

a debatable question, and then proceeds to show

( ?) wherein he thinks we are wrong. He says:

It is true that there are churches and preachers among u s

who have not studied trine immersion fully in the light of the

Sacred Text, and, as a result, they suppose that such immer-
sion may be acceptable to the Lord. But that is not true of

the Disciples of Christ generally, and especially of those who
have read the " Miller-Sommer Debate." Moreover, it is a

fact that some, if not all, of those who have been received

among Disciples on their trine immersion, afterwards became
dissatisfied therewith and asked to be immersed Scripturally,

That is to say, when they have been delivered from the

bondage of German-Baptistism, and gained their freedom of

thought, they read in Eph. 4: 5, that Paul said, "One Lord,

one faith, one baptism." They learn that the word " baptism "

comes from the Greek language, while the word " immer-
sion " comes from the Latin language, and the word "dip"
comes from the Anglo-Saxon language. Having learned this

much they understand that Eph. 4: 5 says, "One Lord, one

faith, one baptism," or "One Lord, one faith, one immersion,"

or "One Lord, one faith, one dip." Having learned this much
they generally, if not always, request to be immersed accord-

ing to the New Testament, and not according to an erroneous

speculation that originated with the apostasy. With these

statements of fact and truth submitted, our readers can un-

derstand how much confidence should be placed in the arti-

cle now under examination, so far as our acceptance of trine

In our judgment it would be difficult for the edi-

tor to make a more incorrect statement in relation

to this matter. We are safe in saying that not five

per cent of those uniting with the Disciple church

on their trine immersion ever become dissatisfied

with it, and demand the single immersion. Fur-

thermore, it is only now and then that a Disciple

minister ventures to call the validity of the three-

fold mode into question. Both Isaac Errett and

Benjamin Franklin considered it valid, and main-

tained that it should be accepted as such. The
present editor of the Standard is of the same
opinion, and, so far as we now know, the lead-

ing preachers and writers are a unit on this point,

via., that those who have been baptized by trine

immersion, and apply for membership, may be re-

ceived with their baptism. It is useless for Mr.

Sommer, or any one else of his denomination, to

deny our statement in regard to trine immersion

not being a debatable question. The facts are

against him, and he feels the weight of the argu-

ment most keenly. j, h. m.

THE NAME OF AlELCrllZEDEK FOUND.

Concerning some of the evidence, recently un-

earthed, in defense of the truthfulness of an impor-

tant Bible narrative, the Christian Leader says:

"It was only yesterday, in this decade, tbat the

critics laughed out of court Melchizedek, 'King of

Salem,' and 'Priest of the most high God.' I was
foolish to think of such a character. The critics

knew that it was impossible for a man in those ear-

ly ages or at any time to be botn king and priest..

So Melchizedek was dismissed as a myth, and the

document that contained the reference was branded
as a fable. But this old library at Tel el Ainarna

gives us a letter from one Ebed Tob, a vassal-
king of Jerusalem to the Egyptian Pharaoh—in

which he asks special consideration because he has

been appointed to the office, not by Pharaoh, but

by 'the power of the great King,' whose temple

was at Mt. Moriah. It was not from his ' father or

from his mother ' that he inherited his dignity.

He was king of Jerusalem because the priest of its

god. This exactly fits such a case as Melchize-

dek's, strangely in the same words disdaining an

inheritance, without father and without mother,

and claims the priesthood The latest discovery

of archeology is given us within a few weeks by

Sayce, in which he tells us that they have actually

found the name of Melchizedek in these Tel el

Amarna letters. Thus Melchizedek returns from

the shadowy land of myths, and agair

tithes of Abraham."
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ME CAME UNAWARES.

They said: "The Master is coming

To honor the town today;

And none can tell at what house or home
The Master will choose to stay."

And I thought, while my heart beat wildly,

What if he should come to mine?

How would I strive to entertain

And honor the guest Divinel

And straight I turned to toiling

To make my house more neat:

I swept and polished and garnished,

Aiid decked it with blossoms sweet;

I was troubled, for fear the Master

Might come ere my task wds done;

And I hastened and worked the faster,

And watched the hurrying sun-

But right in the midst of my duties

A woman came to my door;

She had come to tell me her sorrows.

And my comfort and aid to implore.

And I said, "I cannot listen,

Nor help you any to-day;

I have greater things to attend to."

And the pleader turned away.

But soon there came another—

A cripple, thin, pale, and gray—

And said: " let me stop and rest

Awhile in your home, I pray;

I have traveled far since morning,

I am hungry, and faint, and weak;

My heart is full of misery,

And comfort and help I seek."

And I said: " I am grieved and sorry,

But I cannot keep you to-day;

I look for a great and noble Guest."

And the cripple turned away,

And the day wore onward swiftly,

' And my task was nearly done,

And a prayer was ever in my heart

That the Master to me might come.

And I thought I would spring to meet him,

And serve with utmost care,

When a little child stood by me.

With a face so sweet and fair;

Sweet, but with marks of tear-drops,

And his clothes were tattered and old;

A finger was bruised and bleeding,

And his little, bare feet were cold.

And I said; "I am sorry for you;

You a

But I c:

rely i:

stop to give

1 otherwhere."

And at the words a shadow

Swept o'er his blue veined brow;

" Some one will feed and clothe you, dear,

But I am- too busy now."

At last the day was ended,

And my toil was over and done;

My house was swept and garnished,

And I watched in the dusk alone;

Watched, but no footfall sounded,

No one paused at my gate;

No one entered my cottage door;

I could only pray and wait.

I waited till night had deepened,

And the Master had not come.
" He had entered some other door," I cried

" And gladdened some other home! "

My labor had been for nothing,

And I bowed my head and wept;

My heart was sore with longing,

Yet in spite of it all I slept.

Then the Master stood before me,

And his face was grave and fair;

" Three times to-day I came to your door,

And craved your pity and care;

Three times you sent me onward

Unhelped and uncomforted,

And the blessing you might have had was

And your chance to serve has fled."

CONSISTENCY.

TIKE GOSPEL rtvTIESSEIfcTGIEa*.

formed, it feels no pain, but there have been instan-

ces where th<s was not properly done, and the suf-

ferings of the animal were so pitiful to behold that

students fainted at the sight. But whether proper-

ly chloroformed or not, we question whether the

knowledge gained is not more than counteracted

by the brutalizing tendency such work may have

many who witness these operations. And
perhaps >n time even the most timid may look upon

o scientifically that they will consider even the

things and sufferings of the poor vivisected vic-

tim with especial interest as to the workings of the

nerves, muscles and heart, under excitement and

pain, such as the poor victim feels.

That such training is possible, was shown in a

rather remarkable manner, not long ago, to the writ-

er. An educated lady was speaking of the evil of

vivisection, as practiced in the school where she had

been teaching, and tossed her head in her earnest-

ness, so that the beautiful aigrette plume which

(dis)graced her head-gear, waved to and fro. The
writer was struck with this strange coincidence, and

ventured, after a while, the thought that it costs

animal life to a very large extent to feed and clothe

humanity, and that systems of torture are encour-

aged by many of our best educated people, that

might be more excruciatingly cruel, even, than tht

victims of vivisection suffered, and ended by ex

plaining under what cruel circumstances the moth

er egret was put to death for the sake of her beauti

ful plume, and that just at the time when her

brood, though grown, was yet unable to care for

themselves, and had to die the slow death of star-

vation.

And this, in substance, was the reply, and from

an educated (?) lady! The demand for these feath-

ers is said to be so universal that the demand for

them would continue anyhow, and, since they are

on market, and are so fashionable ar.d so pretty\ one

might be justified in wearing them,

Now this lady is also a pronounced prohibition-

ist, and said at a public meeting that one of the

most effective ways to kill the liquor traffic was, to

educate the masses in regard to its evils, and for

Christians to use their influence against it by pro-

hibition precept and prohibition example.

It is just this kind of inconsistency that makes

the profession of Christianity a dead letter in the

eyes of many people who are not Christians. They

look upon these people as hypocrites, and consider

themselves better as honest men outside of the

church, than the hypocrites are that are in the

church. Our whole life is read by a scrutinizing

world, and when a part of it is a direct contradiction

to what we profess, the world judges, alas, too of-

ten, against Christianity itself, rather than against

the inconsistent professors.
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The farm contains one hundred and ninety acres,

lays well, is well watered, produces well, is only

half mile from railroad depot, and has a public

road on three sides of the place. The property will

be a safe investment, I think, for any one who cares

to invest. I will take S22 per acre, for the place.

Write, enclosing stamp, to D. S. Wolf, Colling-

ton, Md., or come and see the place.

S. N. McCann.
Bridgezvater, Va.,/une ij.

Jehovah Simmm /in.

*~* CORRESPONDENCE *-<

From Collington, Aid.

The following, which appears as an editorial in

the Herald of Truth, is well worth a careful reading:

There is considerable feeling at present in some
localities against vivisection (dissecting a live ani-

mal while under the influence of chloroform), as

practiced in the physiology classes in some high

schools and universities. It is true that when the

»niroal to be viviMCted ha? bmen properly 'chlero*

After Annual Meeting I spent four evenings

with the Brethren in Baltimore City, and found all

as earnest and full of zeal as ever. I came here, to

Bro. Wolf's, last evening, and had a little meeting

in his house. One, here, made the good confession,

and is to be baptized this evening.

The Lord willing, I shall spend the evening of

June 19 and 20 at the Valley Pike church, Va., the

21st at Cedar Grove, the 22nd at Timberville, the

23rd at Lindel Creek, the 24th at Greenmount, the

2§th at Bridgewater, the 26th at Staunton, where I

will remain a few days, to hold some meetings.

Bro. Wolf lives at Collington, Prince George C
Md., eighteen miles by rail from Washington,

To Bro.f. G, Rover;—
" And the name of the city from that day shall be, the Lord

is there." (In the margin, Jehovah Shammab.)—Ezek. 48: 35.

So I believe we may characterize the glorious

Conference at Frederick City. Bro. J. H. Witmer,
a minister of this community, has just been here,

recounting the proceedings of the Convention.

Although I was in bed, and suffering while listening

to his recital, my heart blazed with joy, from pole

to pole, from Occident to Orient, praising the Holy
One of eternity for his wonderful works to the chil-

dren of men.

It would have been like a Mount of Beatitudes to

me to be in your great Sunday school class on the

morning of the 6th, and to listen to the exposition

of bridles, and reins, and bits, and helms, in taming

that hell-kindled little member that is still keeping

up so destructive a fire, even among professing

Christians. May God send a tidal wave of Pente-

costal light and power from that meeting over the

whole Brotherhood, and " into the regions be-

yond."

The preaching, also, I am told, was searching,

practical, and exceeding stimulating, awakening

the deepest sympathies in behalf of perishing and

suffering humanity, and exciting ardent aspirations

for a life more entirely consecrated to the glory of

God, To all this, my soul assents with a joyous,

life-long Amen.
In nothing do I more rejoice than in the post-

ponement of the divorce question. A mistake

there would prove very disastrous to the cause of

I believe the data are at hand to settle

that problem beyond controversy.

Very wonderful is the history of many of the

words used by the Holy Ghost in the Bible. It is

this case. On this pivot rests the settlement

of the difficulty. The two most beautiful traits of

Christian character are,—always open to the re-

ption of larger truth, and always ready to confess

ror when convinced. This will remove many a

heavy clog from the chariot-wheels of the progress-

quering Godman.

ne 4, I had my grip packed,

:he morning for Frederick,

.cious Father put in a very

,m sure that Rom. 8: 28, is

am I that Acts 16: 6, 7, and

fectly reconcilable. If our

whole life is the synonym of Jbhovah Shammah,

we may be sure of Jehovah Jireh. God bless

thee, dear brother, and all thine, and all the Israel

of the Holy Ghost. May we in very deed answer

to Solomon's Song 6: 10, and Rev. 12: 1.

C. H. Balsbaugh.

Union Deposit, Pa.

twenty-i liles from Baltimo the Pope'

Creek branch of the Baltimore and Potomac R. R.

He is living on a piece of property that I bought

some years ago, but which I now desire to sell, as I

will be too far away to leek »f««r the property

On the evening of Ju

ready to start early in

but the Allwise and Gr;

emphatic negative. I ;

no fable. Equally sun

1 Thess. 2; 18, are pei

the who

have n

thousa

ents h

to des

poorest girls in the world

ver been brought up to work. There are

ds of them. It may be that indulgent par-

/e petted them and they have been taught

ise labor and to depend upon others for a

living, and are perfectly helpless. The most for-

lorn women belong to this class, It is ihe duty of

parents to protect their daughters from this deplo

able condition. They do them

they neglect it. Every daughte

great wrong if

should be taught

The ell the

poor, require this training. The rich are likely to

become poor, and the poor rich. Skill added to la-

bor is no disadvantage to the rich, and is indispen-

' aable to the poor, Even well-to-do parents ihowld

educate th*ir,girlp \9 work,— C. HtttUd,
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Notes x from x our x Correspondents.

PENNSYLVANIA.

Olade.—June 13 we held our feast. Although

considerable rain fell in the forenoon, we had a

pleasant meeting in the evening. About 390 mem-
bers communed. Eld. D. S Clapper officiated.

Some western Brethren stopped with us, on their

return from Annual Meeting, and rendered efficient

help. On Saturday evening, at a late hour, one was

baptized.— 67, W. Lowry.June 17.

Mechanicsburg. —The Communion of the Lower
Cumberland church, Pa., was held at the Mohler

house, June 12. Brethren S. R. Zug, Jacob Hol-

linger, C. L. Pfoutz, E. D. Book, Daniel Baker,

Reuben Shroyer, P. Heifer, Amos Nickey, H.

Koch, and Moses Hollinger were with us, and la-

bored faithfully. The mission cause was remem-

bered with a collection of S22.84.

—

Isaac Barlo, June

IS.

Bannerville.—Our love feast, which was held on

Sunday, June 10, was one of great note in our com-

munity, as this is comparatively a new field for

such an occasion. The weather was fair, and peo-

ple came flocking in from far and near. About six-

ty communed. A pleasant and profitable time was

experienced by all that participated. Our visiting

brethren were, elders Elias Landis, S. J. Swigart, J.

A. Reichard, A. Spanogle, H. A. Spanogle, and

William Howe. The occasion was one long to be

remembered.-/. B. Shcltenbergerjune 22

Markleysburg. —Our love feast occurred Juni

19, and was a pleasant and profitable meeting in

deed. About one hundred and twenty-five mem
bers surrounded the Lord's tables. Among their

were a number of our aged brethren, some well up
in their eighties, which made the meeting the more
impressive. Three were recently received by bap-

tism. Thus the good work moves on. While we
are surrounded with opposition, we can see a

marked improvement along the line of Christian at-

tire. We feel that we need the prayers of our dear

brethren and sislers in our behalf.—Ja per Barnt-

house, June 21,

Elk Lick.—We held a series of meetings begin-

ning May 22, and ending June 3 with a love feast.

Bro. Wm. Anthony conducted the meetings. His
efforts were blessed by receiving eight additions to

the church. Our feast was a pleasant one. Owing
to the inclement weather, it was not so largely at-

tended as it otherwise might have been. Bro. H.
H. Keim, from Indiana, was with us. He being a

former resident of this place, we were especially

glad to have him with us. We have services each
Sunday, once in the daytime and once in the even-
ing. We have recently organized a sisters' mission,
and trust that much good may result from our ef-

forts.

—

Came N, Beac/ij',June 21,

IOWA.

Struble— Bro. H. R. Taylor, of Deep Rivtr,

Iowa, has been laboring with us for the past two
weeks. Six were baptized, and the church
strengthened and built up by his preaching. Our
Communion meeting. June 19 and 20, was largely
attended, and enjoyed by all present.—Mrs. C. H.
Maust.

Garrison Church.—Our love feast, which oc-
curred May 29 and 30. was well attended. Quite a
number were with us from our sister churches.
Last Sunday, at preaching, one sister made the
good confession, and was baptized after church.
Our Sunday school il doing nicely,—Lizzie K.
Pughjune 20.

Franklin Church.—June 19 we held our regular
quarterly council. At our council of May I, we
granted four letters of membership. We decided
to hold our love feast Sept. 9, and to hold a series
of meetings prior to the feast, beginning on Thurs-
day evening, Sept. 2, to be conducted by Bro.
Peter Brower. Bro. S. M. Goughenour, of Des
Moines Valley, is also expected to be with us at
the time of our feast.—Jemima Kob, Garden Grove,
Iowa, June 21,

OHIO.

Ludlow Church.—Our love feast was held in the

Pittsburg house, May 26. Bro. David Hollinger,

of North Manchester, Ind., was with us and gave us

several of his well-received discourses. We had a

large attendance. The services closed early, which
added greatly to the enjoyment of the meeting—
Levi Minn'ch, June iS.

Sugar Creek Church.—We held our love feast

Junes. It was well represented by brethren and
sisters from adjoining churchrs, and a pleasant

meeting throughout. Visiting ministers were Isaac

Early, C. L. Wilkins, G. A. Snyder, and Joseph
Guthrie. Bro. C L. Wilkins officiated—David By-
erly, Lima, Ohio, June 15.

Bear Creek Church.—June 16, at 4 P. M., we
held our love feast. Twelve visiting ministers were
present on the occasion. Bro. I. B. Trout officiat-

ed. The sermons on the following morning made
deep impressions June 2, previous to our feast,

we held our council. One was received by letter.

On Sunday, June 13, before Sunday school and
preaching, one young sister was received into the

fold by baptism.—-Josith Eby,June 20.

Swan Creek Church.—This congregation met in

council June 12. All business was disposed of in a

Christian manner. One week later, June 19, we
held our love feast. Bro. D Wysong officiated.

A large number of members from the adjoining

hurches, including the laboring brethren, were
present. On Sunday, about one hour was spent in

hort talks to the children. After preaching, at 10:

30, a young brother came forward; at 3 V. M., three
more young brethren and two young sisters; all are

under fourteen years of age, and all are Sunday
school scholars. Others are almost persuaded.
Baptism is to be administered next Sunday.

—

Ste-

phen P. Berk,ybile, June 22.

KANSAS.

Cottonwood Church.—The Brethren of this

church met in council June 19, with Eld. A. L,

Pearsoll as moderator. All business was pleasant-

ly disposed of. Oct. 2 and 3 is the time set for our
love feast.

—

John 67. Sargent, June 21.

Fredonia.—The members of the Fredonia church
met in quarterly council June 5. Considerable
business came before the church, but was all dis-

posed of satisfactorily. We have services here
every Sunday, Sunday school at 10 A. M., church
at 11, and also at 7:30 P. M. Our church is in

good working order,—Flora E. Darst,June 6.

Ft. Scott.—At a recent election, brethren C. S.

Garber and J. H. Numer were chosen to the minis-
try, and brethren G. M. Stockmyer and Adam Bol-
linger to the office of deacon. A short time ago
one dear soul was received by baptism, and we have
one more applicant. We have prayer meeting ev-
ery Wednesday and Friday evening, and preaching
every Sunday morning and evening. Any minister,

passing through, will be heartily welcomed.— 67. M
Stockmyer, June 21.

Walnut Valley Church.—We met in council June
12. We decided to hold a harvest meeting Satur-
day, July 31, at 2 P. M. We expect Eld. Edward
Frantz, of McPherson, to be with us. We decided
to hold our love feast, Saturday, Oct. 16, commenc-
ing at 2 P. M. We will hold a series of meetings
some time this fall. Eld. Michael Keller, of Galva,
Kans., tendered his resignation as elder of our
church. Eld. A. M. Dickey, of McPherson, Kans.,
was chosen to be our elder. Our Sunday school
met June 15 to reorganize for the next six months.—Lydia Byers, Heizer, Kans., June 16.

WASHINGTON.

Oysterville Church.—We held two children's
meetings recently,—one at Nahcotta, and one at
Oysterville. We had good meetings at both pla-

We took up a collection at the latter place, and
received SI. 39 for the India sufferers. After serv-

;, at Long Beach, June 6, a lady told us that this

the first time she had ever heard any of our
isters preach, and that she had never heard of
people before.—/. U. G. Stiverson, fune 14.

INDIANA.

Union Center.—We closed a one week's series
of

meetings last Sunday evening. Nine were baptize
and one reclaimed. We also had our Communi

0n
during the same week, which was very largely at.

tended. Bro. Peter W. Stuckman did the preach'
ing during the week.—F. Anglemyer, Nappance, Ind
June 22.

Prairie Creek Church.—We held our love feast

June 18. About sixty members communed. Vis.

iting ministers were brethren Samuel Neher, John
Ikenberry, Aaron Moss, and Daniel Byerly. Bro.

Neher officiated. We had a good meeting and a

good attendance, considering the rainy weather.
The morning services were quite interesting,

Many good things were said in the farewell address'

es —JrhnMinnich, Ml. Zion, Ind., June 21.

Beaver Dam.— The brethren at this place met
in council June 12. All the work passed off pleas-

antly. We made arrangements for our love feast

Sept. 9, at 10 A. M. A committee was also ap.

pointed to make arrangements for the coming
Ministerial Meeting of Middle Indiana, which is

to be held here. We had two preaching services,—

at 10 A. M. and 3 P. M. Eld. S. Leckrone and
David Swibart were with us and did the preaching,—Edward Warren, Sevastopol, ltd., June 16.

North Fork Church.—Our council meeting was
held June 19. Eld. D. C Campbell was with us.

The business was pleasantly disposed of. Four let-

ters were granted. We decided to hold a harvest

meeting Sept. 12, and to hold a love feast Oct. 23.

Our Sunday school was reorganized. We are hav-

ing a good attendance. Bro Campbell remained
with us and preached on Saturday evening and
Sunday morning. The congregation was very at-

tentive.—John Deal June 21.

Williamsport.—Our love feast, May 29, was a

pleasant one. Our elder, Bro. Harshberger, and
brethren Jacob Secrist and Samuel Mohler were
with us. June 20, Bro. Secrist preached three

soul-cheering sermons. One dear soul was added
to the church by baptism. June 18, I went to two
mission points, accompanied by Eld. Harshberger.
In the afternoon of June 18, we met with the mem-
bers of the little Walnut church, in council. A
choice was held for a deacon, but as two brethren

were so nearly tie, the church decided to put them
both into office. We preached two sermons and
anointed an aged sister at this place. From there

we went to Bellmore, Parke Co., and preached one

sermon.—D. W. Brubaker, June 23.

North Manchester Church.—Our love feast was
held June 15. The attendance was not so large as

usual. About four hundred and twenty-five mem-
bers communed. Eld. D. P. Shively, of the Pipe

Creek church officiated. The ministerial help from
abroad was strong. Many lasting impressions were
made. One dear sister was reclaimed, and one

made application to be received by baptism. She
was immersed in Eel River on Sunday, June 20, by

Eld. L, T. Holsinger. The church here is in a

prosperous condition. There is preaching at four

different points, and we expect to open another one

soon. We have four Sunday schools in active op-

eration. With twelve active ministers, some good
results may be expected.

—

D. C. Cripe.June 21.

Wabash.—Our recent love feast, at this place,

June 12, was indeed a spiritual blessing to the

saints, and enjoyed by all present. The attendance

was large, and the order good. Three services

were held during the first day of the feast. Eld.

John Wright officiated during the evening services,

assisted by Eld. Jacob Fisher. We were favored

with the presence and help of fourteen ministering

brethren,—some of them were quite young in the

ministry, as well as in years. The farewell address-

es on Sunday were interesting to all. On Sunday
evening a Communion meeting was held at the

residence of Father Adams, who has been afflicted

for some time, and greatly desired the ordinances

of God's house, and especially the anointing. The
meeting was conducted by elders J. Fisher and N.

W. Crumrine.

—

Kiltie Hursh,June iy.
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Upper Fall Creek.—On Friday evening, at 4 P.

M Wc met at this church for services. An able

sermi

hour later began our examination

wc re eleven visiting brethren with us besid

i delivered by Bro. L. W. Teeter.

home listers. It meeting which

never forget. The brethren gave us some good ad-

monitions next morning, in their farewell address-

es We express our gratitude to them for being

w ith us. Bro. David Replogle had a children's

meeting at Bethel. Bro. Calvin Eiler, of Shideler,

remained with us until Sunday, and preached at

Middlctown on Sunday.—Florida J. Etter Green,

*un£ S
' ILLINOIS.

Waddams Grove.—We held our love feast June

18 and 19, which was wel'-attended by our sister

churches. On account of sickness and death, some

of the members could not be present to enjoy the

feast. Bro. Enoch Eby was with us; also Bro.

Snell, from Indiana, who is conducting a series of

meetings for us.—Wot. K Moore, Nora, III, June 24.

New Philadelphia.—The Brethren had meeting

here on Saturday evening, June 12, for the first

time. Eld. Jonas Beck, of Astoria, 111., came here

by the request of an isoloted member (Mrs. Kate

HUtick) who has not heard the Brethren preach

for ten years. Bro. Beck preached to a large and

attentive congregation. The faith and prartice

of the Be hren is new to the people around here,

and many are inquiring more fully concerning the

Brethren. A place has been procured to hold

meetings, and there will be services here again in

the near future. A wonderful influence has gone

out already, and by further effort a church may be

started here.—Jos. B. Miller, June 21.

NEW YORK.

Brooklyn.—The Superintendent who represents

both the National and American Express Compan-

ies, in Brooklyn, N Y , has very kindly announced

to us, that he has instructed their agent, in Brook-

lyn, to deliver, without charge, shipments of twenty

pounds or less, originating on the lines of the

National and American Express Companies, east

of the Pennsylvania and Ohio line. On shipments

weighing over twenty pounds, charges will be one-

half merchandise rates. Those making such ship-

ments will please address the writer.—Alice J,

Boom, 168 Fifty-second St., Brethren's "Open Door

Mission,"
MARYLAND.

Locust Grove Church.—We were made to rejoice

by the coming of our elder, J. D. Trestle, who
preached for us June 20, morning and evening, to a

crowded house. He also addressed the Sunday

school by giving ihem an object lesson, which was

very instructive. He is now visiting the churches

in Western Maryland.—Maggie E. Ecktr, Linganore,

Md., June 22.
COLORADO.

Saint Vrain Church.—This church had the pleas-

ure of receiving two more precious souls into its

fold, by baptism, on last Lord's Day, and deep im-

pressions were made cm others during the meeting.

We hope to see others follow their good example.

—

A. C. Snowberger, Longftfnt, Colo , June 20.

NEBRASKA.

Arcadia.—Bro. McCrea preached three sermons
for us recently. May 23 one of our Sunday school

scholars made the good confession, and was bap-

tized June 5 by Bro. S. M. Forney, in the South
Loup church.—D. M Ross, June /J.

Bethel Church.—June 12 we met in quarterly

council, preparatory to our love feast. Two appli-

cants were received into the church by baptism,

and one reclaimed. Our love feast was largely at-

tended. On Sunday morning we had children';

meeting instead of Sunday school, which was high-
ly enjoyed by all. Several brethren and sisters

from neighboring congregations, gave us very inter-

esting talks. Our Sunday school is quite interest-

mg, and has an average attendance of about one
hundred and thirty,—Sue B. Flickinger, Carieton

Nef>r.,June 18,

MICHIGAN.

Sugar Ridge Church —This church met in coun-

cil June 5. Since last October there have been

thiee additions by baptism, and eight by letter.

Two members were expelled and one reclaimed.

We have an evergreen Sunday school. Bro. John

Lair, formerly of Mexico, Ind., is our minister.

He is alive to the work. We held our love feast

June 12. Bro. Frank Fisher, of Mexico, Ind., met
with us, and officiated. He also preached for us on

Sunday morning and evening. We feel greatly en-

couraged.

—

Ella Cable, Scottville, Mick., June 15.

Sugar Ridge.—This church held her Communion
June 12. There was a good attendance. Bro.

Frank Fisher, superintendent of the Old People

and Orphans" Home, at Mexico, Ind , was with us

fficiated. He told us many guod things. He
brought three little orphan children with him, and

found homes for them. Eight of our members at-

tended the feast at the Chippewa church, June 19

sixty-five miles distant. All enjoyed themselves

very much. On Sunday morning our minister gave

the little ones an interesting talk. The church at

that place is sma'l in number but zealous and active

On Saturday they elected a brother to the office ol

deacon; the lot fell on Bro. Charles Smith —Israel

Fisher, Custer, Mich., June 22.

OKLAHOMA TERRITORY.

Oak Grove.—This church met in council June 10,

preparatory to our feast June 12. All business was
transacted satisfactorily. Our elder in charge, A.

W. Austin, was with us. We organized a Sunday

school with Bro. Morris as Superintendent. Bro,

Carter was chosen to the ministry and Bro. Sliger

to the office of deacen. Elder Appleman officiated.

The love feast was one long to be remembered,

especially by some who, for the first time, ever

attended such a meeting Ministerial help was

ample. Eld. E-lgecomb officiated. About fifty

members communed. Eld. Appleman held meet-

ings one week prior to the feast—/<w. A. Stouder,

Davenport, Okla, T ,Jum 16.

MINNESOTA.

Winona Church.—Seven young people were add-

ed to the church by confession and baptism at the

close of our meetings. The sister who united was

not able to attend the meetings, but desired to be

baptized. Bro. Harvey Eikenberry labored earn-

estly for the Master. Eld. Jonathan Broadwater,

of the Root River church, Minn., with several mem-
bers of that congregation, arrived the evening be

fore the love feast. He ably assisted in proclaim

ing the Truth, and also officiated at the feast. Bro

Arthur Lewis was called to the ministry, and Bro

Ernest Weimer to the deacon's office.—Mary J. Mc
Dougall, Almon, Minn., June 23,

CALIFORNIA.

Monrovia.—Wife and I left home June 10, and

sre gone a week. During that time there was a

e in our city, destroying a number of buildings,

among the rest the post-office, and all the mail that

in it. Any person having written to me about

that time, and receiving no answer, will please

write again, for his Letter may have been burnt.

Our meetings at this place are not largely attended,

but what few members are here, are faithful work-

ers.— C. S. HolsiHgtrJune iS.

TENNESSEE.

New Hope.—We have meetings every third Suri-

day in each month, and in Benton County, Tenn
,

every first Sunday. The people sfem to be anxious

to hear. At our last meeting in Benton County,

the attendance was so large that the two young
preachers were made to feel their weakness. We
distributed a number of tracts on different subjects.

—CM. Bantc, Lankford, Tenn,, June 20.

French Broad Church.—This church met in

council June $. Bro. S. C. Satterfield tendered his

MISSOURI.

Plattsburg College.—This institution of learning

was conducted under the auspices of the Disciples

during the last seventeen years, until last March,

when it was bought and deeded " in trust to the

German Baptist Brethren church, in the State of

Missouri, and the State Districts adjoining Missou

ri, west of the Mississippi River." The money was

subscribed by members of the congregation of our

Brethren at this place and by the citizens of the

town of Plattsburg and Clinton County. Subscrip-

tions are now being taken in this County to erect

an additional building. The location is a most ex-

cellent one, in regard to health,—a rich agricultur-

al district, in proximity to the four cities, St. Jo-

seph, Kansas City, Atchison and Leavenworth, and

with good railroad facilities. An able faculty has

been secured, and Sept. 2, 1897, is set for opening

the school.—S. Z. Sharp, Plattsburg, Mo.

LOUISIANA.

Roanoke.—We held our love feast June 5. Thir-

ty six members communed. Two were received by

letter, At our special council, before the feast, five

letters were granted. We have Sunday night

prayer-meetings every two weeks.—Myrtle E. Sut-

phin, Junt 30,

pted by the church. He v,

ieacon's office, which he ar

ly filled so faithfully. We hav.

Eld. Jacob Wine, and only one

miles. We would be glad to h;

degree, which was

as then restored 1o

d wife had previous-

: only one minister,

is nearer than forty

ve more help. Bro.

S. A. Meyers, of Timberville, Va
,
preached for us

on the evening of May 22.

—

Mrs, J, N. McCraty,

Nina, Tenn.
t
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CORRESPONDENCE

From Srnnu Murray.

We arc now at Mt. Morris. Before our arrival

here, we were busy visiting our children and friends

in Miami, Wabash, Huntington, Whitley and Ful-

ton Counties, Ind. We attended a good Commun-
ion meeting in the l'ipe Creek church. The at-

tendance of members and ministers was good.

Here is where I commenced my first work in the

ministry in the State, at a time when there were but

few members in the County. This was about forty-

five years ago. We attended a council-meeting in

the Salamonie church. This was my second

church. Here I lived for twenty-five years. For

many years this church was well supplied with offi-

cers. I was well pleased to find these, my home

churches, doing so well. I also visi'ed in the

North Manchester church. Here I attended one

preaching service, and tried to talk to the people.

1 also preached once in the Salamonie church. I

spent some time in the Cedar Creek church.

While at North Manchester I visited the school.

It seems to be doing well. My visit here was too

short to see much. During the six weeks we were

out, we visited many families. We found the mem-

bers generally well, and the churches doing fairly

well. We arrived here at the Mount June II, and

were kindly received by my wife's son and family.

For a few days my health has not been so good.

Samuel Murrav.

Ml. Morris, 111.

Unclaimed Letters.

The following letters remain uncalled for at the

Frederick Post-office, and may be had by notifying

the writer:

Eld. ]. H. Warstler, Eld. A. Hutchison, Eld. E. D. Bock, I.

L. Berkey, A. I. Claar, Elias Blosser, |. W. Cline. J. Harman

Stover, Solomon Stockman, E. E. Shively, Jesse C. Zeigler.

Albert S. Weddle, S. S. Cripe, I. L. Hoover. J. Johnson (2),

Mrs. J. A. Croft, Mrs. Stella Fry, Liiiie Kilmer, J. H. Miller

(2), J. C. Mellinger, Jas. T. Qninlan, I. D. Parker, L. H. Eby,

Joseph Etter, Mrs. Lydia B. Fry, Hiram B Grabill, Mrs. Na-

than Hoffman, Mrs. Nettie Howe, Mrs. H. K. Kellar, E. G,

Kinrie, C. W. Kiniie, Daniel P. Koch, A, M. Miller,

Henry P, Fahrney, M. D.

Frtdtrick, Md.Junt i>.
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Death of John M. Bailey.

Bro. John M. Bailev was killed by light-

ning, near Mt. Etna, Adams Co., Iowa, June lo,

1807. A number of the Brethren and friends

were building a new fence around what is

known as the Dunker cemetery. In the fore-

noon a cloud appeared in the West. Some ol

the men went home, some to the village, others

remained until it began to rain. Among the

latter were brethren John M. Bailey and Fred

Simpson. They lived about one mile west of

the cemetery. Bro. Simpson was working for

Bro. Bailey, and was driving his own team,

hitched to a buggy. He drove at full speed

and sat in the driver's seat. Bro. Bailey was

by his side. As they drew near home, Sister

Bailey saw them coming at full speed while the

rain was falling very fast. As they advanced

she and her daughter saw a streak of lightning

come down to the men and team, and all sank

down. The right hand horse fell dead, the

other fell over him. The charge of electricity ness of dr.

entered Bro. Bailey's head above and back of

the right ear, coming out below, then separat-

ing and passing down each side of the back,

coming together again at the main joint of the

spinal column, tearing and scorching his

clothing very much. The charge then passed

over to, and down, the lower back of Bro.

Simpson to the buggy-seat and disappeared. by ap

While both men had been prostrated by the memb
shock, Bro. Simpson became conscious by the owe hi

but I certainly feel myself unable to do the

work. The ministers in the adjoining congre<

gations have done some preaching, while we
wtre absent, which was much appreciated.

In all we visited ten congregations in Kansas,

Iowa, Illinois, Pennsylvania, and Maryland.
We enjoyed our visit much. At some places we
found a pood force of ministers, whose efforts

in spreading the Gospel, will have a telling ef-

fect for eternity,

We attended three love feasts, where from
six to thirteen visiting ministers were present,

I thought, sometimes, that we, in western Kan-
sas would be glad to have only two of them at

One thing I noticed that I do not think is for

the best. There is not enough sameness in ap-

parel in the various congregations. We
should heed better the decisions of Annual

iDg on that point. Any close observer

styles of c

n; hence al

reaching what must be regarded as remarkable
conclusions.

That is. by employing the same rules as are

used by those who attack the Book of Jonah,
Dr. Townsend succeeds in turning the tables

completely upon all such adverse critics.

Following most rigidly the scientific method,
Dr. Townsend proves that Jonab was a real

character; that the book bearing his name is

not fiction but history; that there are several

species of sea-monsters that could have swal-

lowed Jonah without mutilating him; that it

was possible for God to have preserved Jonah
alive while in the sea-monster, and that there

were ample reasons for such divine interposi-

ster Bailey came to them, but

keep from falling from the buggy. In

intime Bro. Hiram Johnson, who lives

as sent for and came to their assistance,

the house. The re-

taken in the buggy,

1 was takei

. Bailey wi

by band, about 150 feet,

JohnM. Bailey, son of Eld. John P. Bailey

and Martha, his wife, was born in Champaign
County, 111., July 1, i86q. He was united in

marriage to Miss Nellie Smith, at Bolivar, Mo.,

Sept. 2i, 1892. They united with the Brethren

church at Mt. Etna, with others, December,
i8q(.

He was chosen to the ministry, with brethren

David Sink and A. P. Simpson, in the fall of

1805. He was called from time to eternity by
oneof the saddest events tbat ever occurred in

the vicinity of Mt. Etna, at 11 A. M., June 10,

1897, aged 28 years, 11 months and 9 days.

Funeral services by the writer to a large and
sympathetic audience. Interment at the above-

named cemetery. M, Myers.
June 11.

From Le Mars, Iowa.

Eld. D. A. Mili.br and wife moved into

the vicinity of what is now known as the Pleas

ant Prairie church, about thirteen years ago
They were then in the laity, and held thei

membership over forty miles away. For sever

years they lived in this isolated way but finally

Bro, Miller was called to the ministry by thi

Kingsley church, Woodberry Co., where they
held their membership, and he commenced hi

work in the forest. The membership, now a
this place, numbers over sixty, most of whon
have been baptized here. They have four
ministers and three deacons.

I came to them, at their request, June s, and
commenced a series of meetings. I found the
officials at peace with each other, and the
church in good working order. Asa result of
a two weeks' effort, six were received by bap-
tism. There is another applicant for baptism,
and four ladies expressed their willingness to
unite with the church, if they can get their
husbands to come with them.
After one of the first efforts put forth here,

oneof our able ministers went away discour-
aged, when he could see no fruits of bis labors,
and remarked: "There is no use of talking!
there is no Dunker timber in this place." A
few years have proved that the Lord has a
people here, and other churches have felt the
effects of it. They have realized that it will
not do to offer to the people a religion that
does not require the self-denial implied by the
Sacred Scriptures. H. R. Taylor.
Deep River, Iowa, June 21.

. !h>]

it necessary to know the poli<

? All say. It is. They all w
1 agreed on by the authorities.

It of a departure from Gospel s

it brings about a coldness. We are con
ded to have a special regard for thehoust
of faith. As we meet a stranger we judg

ce, Not recognizing him as

cannot pay him the regard w
:e a coldness follows.

lember press onward and upwari

d the Brotherhood will be sure t

J. J. Bowser.
"7-

Home Again

We ;

land, Kans. rsday, June 10. No doubt
many, that have known of my going East with
my family, have wondered as to our where-

: arrival home I found still a
i which to preach,

From the Cedar Creek Church, Ind.

Our love feast, June 17, will long be remem-
bered by many. The attendance was large, the

Those present from abroad were brethren J.

Hollinger, L. Hyre, J. Gump, J. Stafford, J.

Killian, D. Hart, J. H. Elson, D. E. Hoover.
Bro.

J. Hollinger officiated. At this meeting
the church decided to elect two deacons. The
choice resulted in the election of brethren
Merit Hanson and Levi Long, who being pres-
ent, were installed in office by Eld. J. Stafford.

The installation was very impressive.

The day following our feast occurred our
juarterly council. Considerable business came
before the meeting, all of which was disposed

a Christian manner. Three have been
ved into this congregation since our lasl

report,— two by baptism and one by letter,

thanksgiving meeting will be Aug. 15,

xpect Bio. E. S. Young, of North Man-
er, Ind., to be with us at this meeting,
itend to have a series of meetings in De-

cember, c. G. Fair.
Garret, Ind., June ig

important and very interesting historical

paper is the leading article in Frank Leslie's

Popular Monthly for July. It is entitled " He-
of the Neutral Ground," and treats of the

little-known history of the patriots who pro-

tected the homes and people of the Saw Mill
Valley, N. Y.,from the raids of the British dur-
ing the Revolution. It is written in an attract-

ive style by John P. Ritter, and is profusely il-

lustrated. The markets of the Mediterranean
are picturesquely described by Margaret
mour Hall. A paper on banana growing, by
A. James Miller, tells of the production of that

delicious fruit in Central America. Colonel
Nicholas Pike, the prominent naturalist, talks

entertainingly about his adventures in hunting
the crocodile and alligator. For copies of the

magazine address: Frank Leslie's Publishing
House, New York,

:r«ved

-MATRIMONIAL -

2UG—SMALL.—At the residence of the
riter, June 17, 1897, John M. Zug, of Wood-

stock, Franklin Co., Pa., and Sister Anna M.
Small, of near Altenwald, Franklin Co, Pa.

^OUR x BOOK x TABLED
The Declaration ofIndependence Saved by a

Woman. In an historical article recalling the
destruction of onr national capital by the Brit-

ish forces in 1814, Clifford Howard in the July
Ladies' Home Journal will show that Dolly
Madison, the most beloved and popular wom-
an of her day, was courageous and fearless in
the face of grave danger. In the mad stam-
pede from Washington, that preceded the in-

vasion by the British troops, Dolly Madison
was the last to seek safety in flight, and her
final act before quitting the White House, as
the enemy advanced, was to seize the Declara-
tion of Independence and carry it with her to a
place of safety. As the White House was im-
mediately afterwards looted and burned by the
British, Mr. Howard declares that but for the
brave Dolly Madison the priceless parchment
would have been destroyed,

The Story of Jonah in the Light of Higher
Criticism, by Professor Luther Tracy Town-
send. Cloth, i6mo, 120 pp. Price, 50 cents.
New York, London, and Toronto, Funk &
Wagnalls Company,
This book is by a well and favorably-known
ithor. Professor Luther T. Townsend, and

should be read by every person who has any
doubt as to the historical integrity of the story
of Jonab,

After speaking of the several types of skep-
:ism, characteristic of the present age, and

after defining what is variously called the crit-
ical, or literary, or scientific method of investi-

n, the author appUes the principles and
rales of this method to the narration of Jonah,

PRICE-BEAHM.-In Frederick, Md. June
1897, Bro. W. H. Price, of Mt. Morris, 111,,

and Sister Lucy R. Beahm, of Lowry, Va.
I. N. H.Bhahm.

WALLACE-KATHERMAN.—At the res-

idence of the bride's parents, Bro. and Sister

S. B. Katherman, Lawrence Kans., June 9,

1897, by the undersigned, Bro. Carl E. Wal-
lace, of Sabetha, Kans., and Sister Carrie B.

C. E. Arn

FALLEN + ASLEEP

OSWALT.— In the Blu
ams Co., Ind., June
William Howard Oswalt, aged 18 years, 5
months and 2 days.

OSWALT.—In the same family, on the same
day, of consumption, Oren Otheniel Oswalt,
aged 21 years, 1 month and 14 days. These
young men lingered about eight months. Fu-
neral services by Bro. Huberat the Progres-
sive church.

WELLS.—At the same place, May 8, 1897,
of diphtheria, infant daughter of friend W. M.
Wells and wife, aged 2t days.

WELLS.—In the

of diphtheria, Elm*
onths and 24 days

WELLS.—In the

of diphthi

family, May 19, 1897,
Mary Wells, aged 5 years, i

WARNER.—In the same house, May 18,

97, of diphtheria, Noah Warner, aged 5

years, 8 months and2i days. Funeral sermons
for these five childreu were conducted by Bro.

Huber at the Progressive church.

Ida M. Wirth.

WALTMAN.—Near Strout, O. T., June 11,

97, in the bounds of the Oak Grove church,
Bro. C. J. Waltman, aged 54 years, I month

id 21 days. Funeral services conducted by
ro. J. C. Neher. J. K. Waltman.

HUFFMAN.—In the Tippecanoe church,
Kosciusko Co., Ind., June 12, 1897, Ralph Huff-

aged 17 years, 7 months and 16 days,
Deceased was killed by the accidental dis-

charge of a gun, Daniel Rothbnubrgbr.

FREY.—In the White Oak church, Lanca
ter Co., Pa, June 7, 1897, Bro. Daniel F r

^"

aged 62 years, 7 months, and 9 days. D
ceased leaves a wife and six children, two chit
dren having died in their infancy. Bro. F re
was a consistent member of the B< e i'

church for over thirty years. The here
wife united with the church a

Two of the daughters are also in the church'
Funeral services by Eld. B. Z. Eby, Israel Gra^
bill and Amos Hottenstein, from 2 Tim. 4:7
Interment at the Longenecker meetinghouse,

A. H. Longenecker,

GRIFFITH.—Near Ferrum, Va., June »
1897, Sarah J„ daughter of Perry Griffith, aged
20 years. Funeral by the writer to a large coq.
gregation of relatives and friends. Text
Amos 4: 19, " Prepare to meet thy God, oh

J s !

PETERS.—In the Bethel congregation, Va
Emeline, wife of Bro Willie Peters. She died
n the full triumphs of a living Taitb in ihe
Savior. She saw that her stay on earth was
ihort, and called for the elders, greatly desir.

ng to attend to the last ordinance of the

church, but before they got there, she crossed
over the narrow stream of death, Funeral
services by the writer, assisted by Bro. Jere-

miah Barnhardt, from 2 Cor. 5: r.

John O. Boone.

PETERS.-In the New Haven church,
j

Mich., June 12, 1897, Sister Pradence Peters'

aged 44 years. 10 months and 17 days. Sister

Peters united with the Brethren church in 1874,

of which she was a consistent member until'

called home. She leaves a husband and seven

children. M, M. Sherrick.

WAGONER.—In the Lordsburg church,

Cal., May 17, 1897, of heart failure, Bro. Leonard
Wagoner, aged 70 years, 2 months and 2 days.

He leaves a wife and three children. Bto.

Wagoner left home apparently in good health.

nt to Lordsburg to get his mail. On his

he stopped at a neighbor's to get some

While standing by the wagon and

talking with this neighbor, he dropped dead,

without saying a word. Funeral services by

ro, J, W, Metzger, to a large audience.

J. C. Whitmer.
I

JUDKINS.—In the bounds of the Bethany
congregation, Taylor Co., W. Va , June 3, 1897,

Judkins, aged 71 years, 6 months and 28

days. She was the mother of eight children, of

survive her. She united with the

Brethren church, in May, 1871, and was a

faithful and consistent member until death.

Funeral services by the writer.

G. W. Annon.

UNGER—At Painter Creek, Darke Co.,

Ohio, May 26, 1897, Sarah Unger, wife of John

Unger, aged 77 years, 10 months and 19 days.

Deceased was born in Lancaster County, Pa„

July 7, 1819. She leaves a husband and three

children. Funeral services conducted by Bro,

Tobias Kreider. Interment in the Abbottsville

Cemetery. Levi Minnich.

PAUL.— In the Ludlow church, near Painter

Creek, Darke Co., Ohio, May 10, 1897, Bro,

John Paul, aged 77 years, 7 months and 24

days. Deceased was born Oct, 10, 1819, in

Rockingham Co., Va. Funeral by brethren

Benjamin Honeyman and Tobias Kreider,

Interment in the Newcomer cemetery,

Levi Minnich.

INMAN.—In the bounds of the Somerset

church, Ind
, June 9, 1897, of consumption, Sis-

Sarah Inman, aged 47 years, 7 months and

24 days. She was united in marriage to John |

Aug. 19, 1875. To this union were

born two sons and three daughters. One son

daughter preceded her to the spin'

land, leaving the husband, one son and two

She and her husband united

with the Brethren church in 1893. She was a

sufferer for almost 20 years. The day previous

her death she was anointed. Funeral serv-

es were conducted by Eld. Aaron Moss, from

Mark 14:8. Otho Winger.

AURAND.—At his home near Spring Run

church, Pa., May 3, 1897, Bro. Eli Aurand,

aged about 75 years. O, M. DunmikB.

MARTIN.—In the Conestoga congregation,

Lancaster Co., Pa., June 14, 1897, Sister Li"'e

(Dillman) Martin, wife of friend Samuel Mar-

in, aged 32 years, 9 months and rg days. In

ne short day the bright prospects of a happy

home were blasted. Services at the bouse

from Ezekiel 24: 15-18; at church from Rev. 3'

5, by the Brethren, I, W. Taylor.
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LOVE FEASTS.

B. L. CARTER, Girard, 111.,
KM

Dry Goods, Shoes, Etc.

Baltimore City Church.

A MAGNIFICENT

-A.R.T BIBLE
THE SELF-INTERPRETING BIBLE

This

, Springfield t

Well Pleased with the
Song Book.

For 35 cents we will send a copy of the above

named book and a coupon for same amount,

which will be accepted for 35 cents on first or

der of 12 or more books al $3.60 per dozen pre

paid. Address:

Brethren Publishing House,

Mt. Morris, 111

que and beautiful work lias 1

and authorities as " the most important r(

that this does not overstate the fact. It i

:ally characteristic of, and possible only to

tig 11 has ' vi'i before appeared.

ieen welcomed by our furcmost religious teachers

Unions publication of the cenUity "; anil we believe

s, indeed, a striKmi: and brilHuni conception, typi-

,
our own day. Nothing like it -nothing appma. h-

New Brethren Colony,

MOUNT MORRIS,
Morrison County, Minnesota.

No Free Lands but the Best Lands in

Minnesota at Low Prices awl

on Easy Terms t

> ADVERTISEMENTS <

"W"strLted. I

The Doctrine of the Brethren Defended.

We are admonished by the apostle to give

reason to every man of the hope that is in u;

Often we are interrogated upon points

cannot give the

add be glad ti

Know just where to get it. "The Doctrine o

the Brethren Defended " contains a complet.

exposition of the Faith and Practice of ttn

Brethren, the Divinity of the Holy Spirit, Im-

mersion, Feet-washing, the Lord's Supper, the

Holy Kiss, tfon-conformity, Secret Societies,

etc, Price, per copy, cloth binding, $1.25; to

ministers, $1.00. Address this office for farther

particulars concerning terms to agents.

Creeks with flowing water, containing no

Lands, ollroate and locality aniurpnaseil t<

James T. Quinlan,

SHIPPING & COMMISSION MERCHANT

30S S. Charles St., Baltimore, Md.

yKki U9SK

Large, Clear Type
Superb Colored Plates I

FOUR SUPERii VOLUMES t OVER 2000 QUARTO PAGESl

440 FULL-PAGE PHOTOGRAPHS!

A New Revelation.

Its Supreme Excellence

Classified Minutes of Annual Meeting.

Not all the members of our church hai

that perfect knowledge of our principles, th

is so desirable. Others there are who are wt

acquainted with the church as it exists, b

who would like to know something of her past

history, as regards her gradual growth and de-

velopment. In fact, all who are interested in

the welfare of the church, that is so dear to all

of us, should have access to a complete com-

pilation, such as is found in the "Classified

Minutes of Annual Meeting," with the appen-

dix, containing the Minutes up to the year

1892. We sell this work at only $1.50 for cloth

binding. Be sure to send for a copy while the

supply is still on hand. Those who nave the

old uUHon of the " Classified Minutes," can

have the "Appendix" In separata blading for

•nip as ciau. Addran tbli offica,

An Exceptional Opportunity

McCLURE'S MAGAZINE BIBLE CLUB, W E«t Twontyflfth St., New York, N. V.
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A GRAND SUCCESS!

...THE FOURTH...

Great Northern Excursion!

NORTH DAKOTA.

FARMING

LANDS
ICES nn<l on BASY TER

k red Lands
n Michigan and

iri
j I onHr in NinneBotn and
i LUllUO North Dakota.

ils!'m l'l'i:"i(lo ft
'OLON1E3 or INDI-

da will never hi • Inapt r than
/

r rt. „„ ti, CUOP P

The Fourth Annual Excursion of H
seekers to North Dakota under the auspices of

the Great Northern Railway left Chicago

Marcli 30th, and by accessions on leaving St,

Paul, the party numbered 1.457. This was

the largest train of actual settlers ever moved

at one time by any railway in the world.

The excursion of 1S96 numbered 1,000; the

excursion of 1S05 numbered over 450; the ex-

cursion of 1804 numbered over 300. Each year

the number has increased, indicating the gen-

eral satisfaction of the Brethren with North

Dakota, as there are now settlements at seven-

teen different points along the Great Northern

Railway.

During the Spring and Summer of 1807 it is

the purpose of the undersigned to send small

parties of settlers to that Slate who desire to

pick out free government homesteads or to

buy farms on the crop payment plan. Persons
who wish to join these parties, or want informa-

tion about North Dakota, are invited to write

for publications and full particulars.

MAX BASS,

FREE HOMESTEADS

Tisit the beautiful KENMARE and
HOlVIil-U.S fount rr. near the "Des
Lacs" Lakes in Ward County, opened
for homestead entry, July 27, 1896.
Those farming luiuls are fully equal to
those of Ramsey, Towner, Rolette and'-—-

!H Counties. On Not'. 1st, f.wn.

...Land Department...

Northern Pacific Railway Co,

In Central North Dakota

FREE; Government Land, Crop Payment
Land, Railroad Land, at $3 to $5 per

Acre, on Ten Years' Time,
Interest, 6 per cent.

OUR ILLUSTRATED LAND PRIMERS
H>'«. 2 7 , 22 Mii.1 44, villi mm*. , IIHI ],.i ,,,., ,

HALF FARES j&J

Addreas.T. I. HURD, ]

A. JACK.Travo

Or. FRANK BWIOKA:

DOS PALOS COLONY.

3 South Clark St. Chicago, III.

From Kearney, Buffalo Co., Nebr.

NEBRASKA is a farming and a stock raising

country. Good soil, mild climate, easy cul

tivation and good railroad facilities make i

a most desirable place for our brethren. Ne
braska stands at the head of all States in ed
ucalion, having only three per cent of her pop
illation that can not read or write. Our school;

are free and well endowed with State funds
Taxes are low. Nebraska boasts of her good
roads the year round. There is plenty of

good water, and the land, being free froi

stone enables one to raise large crops with
little labor. The price of land is low, and I

know of no place that offers better induce-
ments to fanners than Nebraska. This Coun-
ty may be considered an average one. In
the sixteen years I have lived here, my aver-
age expense for fuel, outside of cobs and such
dead timber as we could cut away, has not
exceeded S15 a year. We have farmed in a
small way, and had grain to sell every year
except in 1894. We have had a few severe
storms, but the rule has been, many nice, sun-
shiny days, mild winters and fair to good
crops. Many other things might be referred
to, but 1 submit the above to my friends and
brethren who are seeking new locations, and
will freely answer all other questions possible

March 17
S. M.Forney.

black siu umii dims

«

NEBRASKA

FARMS:
LANDS.&

Wells, Foster and
...Eddy Counties

Numerous Public Schools, Healthy Climate,

Good Water, obtainable at from iS to 30
feet, black-loam Soil with clay Sub-

soil, Railroad Competition.

A German Baptist Church at Carrington,

with a Nice Churchhouse
Free of Debt.

O. W. MOTT,

Teeter's Commentary.

You shou.d, by all means, have the
New Testament Commentary, because

1. It ts non-sectarian.

2. It is brief and to the point.

3. No effort is made to evade the sense of s
single text, however unpopular.

4. It Is Impartial in its explanation of atl

texts, whether doctrinal, practical, or historical

5. It does not burden the reader with lengthy
speculative theories.

6. More actual knowledge may be gained in

a given time of its study, than of others, be-

cause of its close adherence to the text.

7. Its arrangement is simple, and easily

comprehended, by even the ordinarily educat-

WM. H. PH1PPS,

The Cyclone Dust Collector

WONDERFUL r.I

Do You Want Fine Stock?

Windsor
European Hotel,

TRIBUNE BLOCK,

U5 *o 153 Dearborn St. S. Grsgstkn, Prop,

CHICAGO. ILL.

o. Seven helps are usuaT!y found on each
page to get at the truth, vis.,

(1) The Authorized (or common) Version o)

le New Testament,

(2) The Revised Version of the New Testa*.

(3) The usual marginal references of the An.
tborized Version following each verse.

(4) The best marginal readings of the Au.
thorized Version.

(5) The marginal readings of the Revised
Version,

(6) The explanatory notes on the text.

(7) The references in the notes, (a) to other
ootes, directly on the subject or in comparison
with it; (d) toother texts, directly on the sub
ject or in comparison with it

10. It Is a safe book to have in a family of

children, because (1) it will lead them into the
truth, and (2) keep them nut of religious error.

11. The small price asked for it is as nothing
compared with the great good that may be had
from a diligent study of it by all classes of per-

sons. (1) It will impress the unconverted to

heed the bidding of Christ, "Come unto me,"

(2) It will equip the Christian to "give a
n of the hope that is in " him, (3) It will

aid the Sunday school worker in the study oi

w Testament lesson. (4) It will furnish

inister with many subjects among the

sufficiently expanded for the ground
work of sermons, directly in line with the sense
of the place and text,

The work is in two large volumes. 'IV
print ts excellent and the binding the ve<y
best.

Bound in cloth, per set, - - - », 00

1 receipt of price the two volumes will

prepaid to any part of the United Sta
Good terms to agents desiring to canvass
the work, Address:

REPORT

ANNUAL MEETING

The last Annual Meeting bein_

exceedingly interesting, by reason

of the many important topics tlis

cussed, all our members should

have a copy of the Report. Send
your order to-day ! Price, 25 cts.

per copy, or $2.50 per dozen.

Address this office.

Cancers O-cuxed. I

Dr. Hess, of Grand Rapids, Mich.,

Europe and Bible Lands.

Not all can go to foreign lands and see for

themselves the many interesting sights pre-

sented to the observant traveler. Many have
neither time nor means to spend in that direc-

tion, and yet they would like to know some-
thing about the world at large. To such we
recommend " Europe and Bible Lands."
With those who are interested in Bible study

this work will always remain a favorite.

Those who have read the ordinary book of

travel will be surprised to find "Europe and
Bible Lands" of thrilling interest for both old

and young. Those who have not yet secured a

copy of the work should embrace this opportu-

nity of securing it. Price, in fine cloth binding,
inly $1.25 per copy, post-paid. To agents who
ire prepared to push an active canvass of the

work, we are willing to give special indnce-

>. For particulars address.
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Hernando County, Fiorida, borders on the Gulf

of Mexico, and is nearly in the middle of the State,

on the West. In this County may be found one of

the grandest hammocks in the State. This ham-
mock is an immense growth of fine timber, where

the trees are so tall and thick that the rays of the

sun seldom reach the ground in most places. It

is about eighteen miles long, and nearly five miles

wide, and occupies a very elevated tract of land.

A drive through this belt of timber will always

remain an interesting incident in the writer's ex-

perience. Here may be found thousands of the

most lovely songsters in the South On enter-

ing the hammock, some mornings, one is delighted

by the music poured forth by thousands of birds

that make the woods ring with their songs. But
these songsters are fast disappearing. Fashion is

thinning out the ranks of nature's grand choir in

Hernando County. Concerning this destruction of

the birds, a lady from that part of the State writes

in one of the magazines, saying, that these birds rid

the flowers and plants of insects, and it is their

destruction that causes the insects to be so numer-
ous. Her words are plain, but they are to the

point. She says: " Providence appointed earth's

protectors against the insect plague years ago.

These feathered friends annually cleared my plants

of aphis, but fashion decreed that they should be

slaughtered, that brain'ess women might ornament
their hats with their poor little corpses. In my
own fair State, the land of nature's gems, you have
demoralized men and boys into following the birds

into their nesting-places on the islands, and shooting
down every parent bird, even tearing wings and
breasts from living victims, throwing down their

bloody bodies to be devoured by ants, and leaving
the little ones to die by the slow torture of starva-

tion. Oh, the calls and cries of those perishing

baby birds! I wonder that Heaven does not answer

them in a thousand judgments upon the heads be-

decked with these hideous manifestations of wom-
an's brutality." Thus it wi I be seen that we are not

only losing our songsters, but we are losing the

insect-destroyers, and all this merely for the sake of

a brutal and senseless fashion. It seems to us that

the wearing of these bird ornaments ought to be

made a test of membership in every church in the

land, on the ground that it encourages inhumanity

and cruelty to the birds.

There is said to be a movement on foot among
the Jews for an international conference at Munich,

Germany, this summer, for the purpose of taking

steps to re-establish the Jewish Empire in Palestine.

The feasibility of such a scheme is gravely ques-

tioned by the best thinkers among the Jews them-

selves, A very prominent Jew in the United States

being questioned on the subject, said: "I do not

know. I have been told in some quarters that it

amounts to nothing, and I have been told in others

that it means a great deal. The men who are en-

gaged in it may be divided into two classes. The
former are the enthusiasts who compose the origi-

nal advance guard. They are pious people who
aspire to live and die on sacred soil. Dr. Herzl and

Mr. Nordeau think it is impossible to solve what is

called the Jewish question in Europe, and believe it

wise to take advantage of this enthusiasm for the

refounding of the Jewish empire. They will have a

conference at Munich this summer. They are get-

ting the Jews all over the world interested. But

people of importance in this country, whether lay-

men or clergymen, are holding aloof from it. I

have not learned that anybody of consequence has

gone into it. I think they are waiting to see what

it is going to amount to. I believe they know that

it cannot amount to very much."

He continued: " The Jews may colonize in Pales-

tine, but they cannot colonize in large numbers.

Palestine cannot support a great number of people

If you can colonize i.ooo people a year in Palestine

you are doing very well. I do not know that the

soil is exhausted, but the resources are limited.

The real truth is there are many reasons why it is

inadvisable to do the thing rapidly, It is Ottoman
soil; it belongs to the Ottoman empire, It is not

wise to stir the Turks up to the notion that there is

to be an invasion, Then, again, all churches, except

the Protestant church, believe that if Jerusalem is

ever to be taken from the Turks it is to be done by

them. I do not think it a wise or practical move-

ment." Being questioned concerning the number

of Jews in Palestine, he said he did not know, but

that there are about II,000,000 in the world, and

that he did not think that Palestine could support

more than a few millions, and the rest, of course,

would have to live elsewhere, even if the empire

should be established as contemplated.

" More than half of the Jews in the world live in

Russia," said he. " Most of them are artisans and

are wretchedly poor. Of the Jews of the East there

are twenty artisans to one merchant, The mercan-

tile development of the Jews is limited practically

to Germany, Austria, France, England and Amer-
ica. It is not universal by any means. Salonica is

the most exclusively Jewish city in the world. It is

in Turkey, not far from Constantinople. It is the

place which the Greeks threatened to bombard and

could have bombarded, Two-thirds of the popula-

tion are Spanish Jews, You will find that the Jews
'

in Turkey all speak Spanish, They are the descen-

dants of the Jews that were driven out of Spain in

1492. The Spanish Jews, when expelled from

Spain, went to Turkey, and the Mohammedans re-

ceived them cordially, principally because the

Christians had turned them out. These Spanish

Jews are now living in communities around the

Mediterranean. Some are in Italy, and are consid-

ered the real representatives of the ancient Castilian

tongue. When George Burrows went to Spain in

1830 he claims to have met Jews who were descend-

ants of Barbanel, the treasurer of Queen Isabella,

and it is believed he was descended from the Jewish

royal line of David and Solomon."

" When the Jews were expelled from Spain,"

continued our well-informed descendant of Abra-

ham, "only one family was allowed to remain on

Spanish soil, and it was located in Toledo. The
reason for this exemption was that it claimed de-

scent from a member of the Sanhedrim of Pilate

who voted against the crucifixion of Christ. This

claim was filed in proper form in the Vatican, and

upon an investigation was afterward acknowledged.

You will find Jews of very high rank and position

in the Turkish empire. The treasurer of the Sultan

is David Pasha, and almost all the surgeons in the

Turkish army are Jews, The Mohammedans have

never persecuted the Jews, although there was a

time when they were compelled to wear a black

band around the fez to indicate their race and re-

ligion, but that was abolished sixty or seventy years

ago. The Jews do not get into trouble because they

do not try to push their religion, and if the Chris-

tian church should imitate the'r example in Turkey,

they would be equally exempt. It is only those re-

ligionists who endeavor to make proselytes that

meet with resistance." This interesting statement

we glean from a late issue of the Chicago Record, and

it will certainly prove interesting reading,

These people who have not energy enough to earn

an honest living, might learn a lesson to their profit

from the recent conduct of Mark Twain. We have

heretofore mentioned that he had failed financially,

and is working to make money with which to pay

his debts. Though poor, he still has many friends,

and among them they recently raised a considerable

sum of money for him. This they intended he

should use to cancel debts. Most men would have

gladly accepted the generous gift. But that is not

Mark Twain's makeup. He declined the gift;

saying that his health is good and that he is yet

able to work and earn money with which he may
meet his obligations. His family is in full sympa-

thy with him, and does not want him to accept gifts

of this kind from his friends. Whatever else may
be said of this family they are to be commended
for their bravery. There are very few poor people

in this world who are sufficiently self-reliant to re-

fuse a well-filled purse, and continue at hard work

for bread and clothing. Mark Twain and his family

will get more credit for this heroic conduct than for

all the books he has ever written. And such a

course, upon the part of an aged man, ought to put

to shame the thousands of strong men and women

who are only too glad to receive gifts, bo'h large

and smalt, and yet have not the energy to do one

day's work to earn the bread they eat. Well might

Paul teach that those who do not work ought not

to eat.

Thb Fourth passed off with the usual amount of

casualties. A number of accidents and several

deaths are reported to have resulted from the use

of fire-crackers and fire works,
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ROCK OF AUKS.

Rn etc of Ages! hid in thee,

I am now from judgment free;

Thou hast borne the cross and shame;

Thine the judgment, mine the blame:

Rock of Ages! hid in Thee,

Judgment hath no fears for me.

Lo! the earthquake's fearful shock

Heaves the ground and rends the rock;

Rock-built towers and cities fall,

Death and ruin threaten all!

Though man's hopes prove sinking lands

Firm the Rock of Ages standsl

Persecution's Ores blaze high.

Saints must faithless be or die;

Men and Satan, in their wrath,

Seem to sweep them from their path:

But, when conies seek the rock,

Vain the wicked rage or mock,

Blest are they who, lost, undone,

Resl hy faith on God's dear Son:

Blest who lake, through precious blood,

Refuge in the Eternal God;

They, by truth are thus made free.

Rock of Ages hid in thee.
—h

THE MINISTER'S WIFE.

There are many ways in which the minister's

wife may encourage and help her husband.

1. By being faithful in all things. I Tim. 3: II.

Being faithful, or full of faith, will enable her to be

trustful, patient, prayerful, and pious. All of this

is encouraging and helpful to her husband in his

high calling.

2. She should be neat, tidy and plain in her ap-

pearance and her home,

3. She should economize wherever she can, to

help the work along.

4. Should her husband's duties require his ab-

sence from home and family, much of the time, as

is frequently the case, it will require much self-sac-

rifice, great fortitude, and heroic perseverance, on

her part, to manage the business and family prop-

erly in his absence. No one without the practical

experience of months of separation, and apparent

neglect of business and family, can realize how hard

it is to endure this patiently. It is hard for the en-

tire family, and here great care is necessary on the

part of the minister's wife, lest, by word or action,

she may greatly discourage instead of encourage

him, which will have a depressing influence on the

efficiency of his work. On this point great care is

necessary on the part of the wife, in guarding her

expressions to the children, lest she may drop re-

marks that will cause the children to think that

their family in particular has so much privation on
account of their father's absence, that a feeling of

estrangement may easily be acquired by them, that

will draw them from the church of their parents'

choice. The Lord will help us if we ask aright, for

he has said so. Paul says, " Tribulation worketh
patience, and patience experience, and experience

hope." Rom 5.

5. The wife should encourage and help her hus-

band to overcome any improper pulpit habits or

expressions that may hinder his usefulness. No
one can do this better than a prudent wife.

6. The minister's wife may be of untold help to

her husband's ministry, by leading in singing and
in prayer, when necessary, both in the family,

speaking words of encouragement, and in public

assemblies, provided she be gifted on this line of

work, it is a fact that grace or ability in this line

comes by thoughtful effort. To acquire such help-

fulness, along this line, we older sisters have not

had the opportunities, facilities, and encourage-

ments that are now afforded our younger sisters,

through the Brethren's schools, Sunday schools,

and prayer meetings, etc. Let our younger sisters,

therefore, avail themselves of all these helps in

their reach, to grow into useful helpers In the

Lord's work, \ Lettheir lot in life may bi

all who are impressed with the laudable desire t<

become a minister's wife, remember that the scopi

for needed preparations, and the grace and self-de

nial and heroic fortitude required, will not bi

reached without much thoughtful, persisted, perse

vering efforts on their part.

McPherson, /Carts.

THE PREACHER'S WIFE.

The preacher's wife should be a devout Chris-

tian, an example of the Christ-life, and living the

Gospel in all of its distinctive features. She should

let her light shine, whether at home or abroad.

Such a character will wield an influence for good in

any church or community. Living out the Gospel

is certainly one of the best ways to encourage her

husband in the work of the ministry.

It is also of very great importance to fully ac-

quaint herself with the holy calling of her husband,

and the door that is open before him for doing

good, and the responsibilities devolving upon him,

n fulfilling the calling. This means no less to him
than preaching and living the whole Gospel, and
" taking care of the flock over which the Holy
Ghost has made him overseer," This will enable

her to see the many ways in which she can aid and
encourage her husband.

In order that he may become an " efficient work-

an, able to rightly divide the word of truth," it

11 be necessary for him to spend much time in

studying God's Word, and other literature that will

be helpful in his work. In this she can aid in vari-

ways, such as the presentation of books, and

so arrange that the children will not disturb

him during study-hours, relieving his mind from all

other cares that it is possible for her to look after,

f at all possible for them to do so, she should

ncourage him to take a Bible Normal Course.

L"his would be a great aid in his preparations for

the work of the ministry.

The vigilant wife, in her association with the peo-

ple of his pastorage, becomes acquainted with their

ds, which enables her to offer many valuable

suggestions, that may aid him in bringing out those

Bible truths most needed, to raise the " Father's

children " to a higher plane of Christian living, or

leading some sin-burdened soul to the foot of the

Then, in the home and Sunday school, is a noble

place to work in teaching God's Word to the little

ones in such a plain way that they will be able to

comprehend its truths and thus prepare them for

the transplanting into the church of God,

Earnest prayer, yes, " prevailing prayer " will be

great help " All things whatsoever ye shall ask

1 prayer believing, ye shall receive," Matt. 21: 22.

The very best sermons and most glorious meetings

Iways occur on occasions of just such earnest

prayer.

The faithful minister who ofttimes sacrifices

health and means, and labors hard, many times

night and day, for the upbuilding of the cause of

Christ, and to maintain love and union among the

members of the church, meets with many perplex-

ing difficulties in his church work, and discourage-

ments on every hand. In all his trials and troubles

he may trustingly flee to his faithful wife, who is in

deepest sympathy with him in all his Christian

work and ever ready to help bear his burdens, and

give good advice and the much-needed encourage-

ment.

When the Macedonian call comes, the loving

helpmeet will cheerfully encourage her husband to

go and fill the call, making all the needed prepara-

tions for the journey, that nothing will be lacking.

Undauntedly she shoulders the extra responsibili-

ties of caring for the home, and leaves no means
untried to make the home sweeter and more home-
like, so that, when he returns, weary and worn, he

may enjoy the much-needed rest and recreation, in

his own quiet home.

In his absence she keeps the fire of incense burn-

ing on the home altar, carefully sustaining the spir-

itual interest of the family. She takes an active

part in the religious exercises of the family, when
he is present, by his request. When called on, she

may assist him in the public service, witnessing for

Jesus, and leading in prayer. Especially should

she be an active member in every good work.

We have, in short, given some of the ways in

which " the preacher's wife " may aid and encour-

age her husband in the work of the ministry.

What is it, in the Christian work, that we may not

accomplish, the Lord being our helper?

Alvada, Ohio.

I can only write as the wife of a minister who is

a farmer. When one is elected to the ministry, he

may have debts, so that he can scarcely see his way
clear. He is very much discouraged, has a family

to support, and now the burden seems too much
for him to bear. His wife feels that she must do

something. First she will go to the Lord for

strength, that she may be able to aid and encour-

age her husband. She will cheer him up, telling

him that " where there is a will there is a way."

She will tell him to sell some of the property so as

to pay for the rest. She will commence in the

start to sacrifice. She would rather do with less of

this world's goods, and work more for the Master's

When the husband comes in at noon, and dinner

is not quite ready, do not give him the baby to care

for and tell him to fetch water. Of course, he will

want to help you, but give him to understand that

it would give you more pleasure to have him take

his Bible and read. Do not have the Bible way off

in the back-room. Have it within arm's reach.

Your husband's work is doubled, and, in order to

aid and encourage him, you must double your

work. If you look around, you will see that you

can leave off some work that is not very necessary,

and that you can do something more useful in its

place. While husband is in the field, meditate on

your husband's work, take it to the Lord in prayer!

Manage and plan to give him all the time possible.

If you do not get along as well as your neighbor,

remember what you were set apart for! Have him

sacrifice timel When evening comes, if you possi-

bly can, milk the cows he used to milk. When the

chores are finished, have an inviting room, with a

uch, that he may have an hour's rest Then he

,11 feel like reading. Try and have the children

to bsd by that time. Then you can read with him.

You can help to look up references. Your hus-

band will soon see that you are very much interest-

ed in his work. Tell him you will do all you can

for him! Pray for h'm often, and the burden will

be lighter! The Lord will always help us when we

Whenever you see spare-moments or a rainy

day, do not have a pile of little things for him to

do, but tell him to take that time for reading. He
scarcely can do it at first, for it is a pleasure for

him to help his wife. If you keep on in this way,

your husband will surely get a better knowledge of

the Bible. He will be more and more interested in

the work of the Lord, and wishing for more time.

Finally he will think more of saving souls and less

of making money. You must sacrifice much and

your husband will sacrifice more.

Do your very best for the children! You can

teach them to let papa have all the time possible.

On a farm you can sometimes raise a little extra

and purchase a book that your husband was wish-

ing for. Let the children have a hand in this, and

the family will be happy.

Finally, the children will be in their teens. Your

husband feels as though he ought to be doing more

for his Master. Here comes a call and there anoth-

er, Now you can aid him by helping him off and

staying at horre with the children. Pray for him

while he is gone. When you write to him, do not
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tell him how hard you must work and how contrary

everything is going, but look on the bright side

and make your letter as bright and cheerful as you
can. If the children have a cold, and you are not

feeling well yourself, do not tell him you are all

sick. Do not send for him till it is positively nec-

essary. If you can go along with him, once in a

while, it will encourage him, but he will soon be

convinced that mother's place is with the children.

It seems to me that mother should be with the

children when father is gone. We should not neg-

lect our children. It seems to me that in taking

good care of the children, the preacher's wife can

aid and encourage her husband more than in any
other way. Perhaps your husband will be gone sev-

eral weeks and still have no accessions. Tell him
not to be discouraged or to give up. If you are

capable of doing so, you can outline a sermon
once in a while. I know of a preacher's wife who
does that, and it encourages her husband very

much, The preacher's wife, on a farm, with five or

six children, or more, cannot do great things to aid

her companion, but she can do many little things.

Waterloo, Iowa,

THE MINISTER'S WIFE AIDINO HER HUSBAND.

BY ELLA J. BRUMBAUGH.

The first point I mention is sympathy with him in

his work. What does it mean? It means that we
are ready to assist, in every way possible, his work.

We should speak encouraging words to our hus-

bands when they come home, tired and discour-

aged. An effort to preach has seemed to them to

be a failure. We may encourage by reminding

them that what seems to them the poorest, God
can use for the salvation of souls. " You have
sown the seed. God will do his part, and more.
He will make right your mistakes, if you have done
your best, and I know you have."

A minister's wife should call attention to gram-
matical or other noticeable mistakes. She should
go with him to his work whenever it is suitable.

Strange as it may seem, some oppose instead of

help, by refusing to go to a service where the hus-

band is to preach. They criticise and ridicule rath-

er than help. How hard it must be for a minister

to preach under such circumstances! The Christ

spirit of helpfulness in all of his work should be in

her heart. Let her visit the sick with him, and in

case something hinders his going, let her go, read
the Bible, and offer prayer for the suffering ones,

Let her call among the neighbors and invite them
to the church services, be ready to entertain stran-

gers, help those in need, be not easily offended.

It means so much that we must often go to God
in prayer, asking for strength and guidance, for we
so much need it. O, how great the work! But the

object is worthy,—the salvation of souls. If any
belong to the church who do not have this object
in view, let them take their names off the church
roll, for they are unworthy of a place there. Much
less should a minister's wife be indifferent to this

work. If we desire the salvation of all,—poor as

well as rich,—we are willing to work to this end
and cannot but help our husbands.

Again; it may be more suitable for the wife to
stay at home while the husband goes. Let her do so
willingly, in kindness and patience, attending to the
duties that are hers in the home, assured that this
is the best way to help him at this time. There
are many ways of helping the husband during his

absence.

Some dear sisters, whose hearts are in the work,
have so many home cares that they cannot leave
them to help their husbands. They grieve over
this. It is a mistake. If you have asked God to
direct your life, and allow him to do it, you are
Just where he wants you, and are doing his work
perhaps better than the sister you envy because of
her opportunities. God has graciously provided
work for all, but surely not the same work for all.

I Cor. 12.

Others are in ill health, and lament, considering
themselves a hindrance instead of a help. Do not

4.15

do: ). God':

noble w
ways arc not our ways. You are do-
irk for him every day, if you cheer-

fully submit to his leading, and do what you can
in the place he gives you. It certainly is a great
help to a minister to know that prayers ascend in
his behalf from the home altar, and from the wife's
secret trysting-places. It will further assist him to
know that her prayers are backed by a pure, conse-
crated life. The work of ministers is sometimes
crippled by a frivolous, thoughtless wife. She is a
person to whom the people look for an example in
many things. This may be a mistake, and yet,
from professing Christians, leaders in the church,
may we not expect examples of goodness, right-
eousness, and purity of life?

Do we sometimes get tired doing things that are
not appreciated? Let us think of Jesus, who was
tried just as we are being tried now, only much
more severely. Our work is not valued much.
Neither was his. He came not to be ministered
unto, but to minister.

Do you sometimes feel that you do not have the
attention a minister's wife deserves? Begin to
minister to those around you. Begin in your own
house. Some people take great care of their con-
duct away from home, but fail shamefully in the
home. Speak kind words to your husband and
children, and if you lack love for them, begin
at once to cultivate it, for it is a great want. Let
this goodness extend to your neighbors, and you

ssist in spreading the glorious Gos-
of God.

tiy

pel of the So:

Huntingdon Pa.

THE PREACHER'S WIFE HIS HELPMEET.

BY SARAH E, TROUT.

There are many ways, we believe, in which the

wife may and should assist her husband in the im-

portant work to which he has been called.

We believe there are preachers who would be
stronger and better workmen, if their wives would
cease being a hindrance to their efforts, to do what
they can to forward the work and become efficient

in their calling.

A minister's wife ought to do nothing to hinder
his spiritual development and influence, but, like

Martha Washington, who freely gave husband and
son to the service of their country, jhe mus
self-sacrificing, and willingly give him over to fight

for King Emmanuel, and encourage him to work
for him who promises reward without end—eternal

life.

When we think of Mary, the mother of Jesus,

who could see her dear Son go to the cross, suffer

and die in the interests of sinners, without her ut-

tering a murmur or groan of complaint, should it

not be a strong incentive to us, to do all in our pow-
er to assist our husbands in the work of rescuing

perishing souls and widening the borders of /ion?
" The harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers

are few."

The wife should love, honor, and respect him in

his holy calling, and manifest it by taking a deep
interest in his welfare. She may often give words
of encouragement at a much needed time, help him
to overcome unbecoming habits that he otherwise

might have no knowledge of, by kindly pointing

them out to him; and be his worthy confidant and
helper in the many perplexities, that come to the

true minister who would live blameless.

She should be prompt and regular in attendance

at all the public services, so far as is possible, and

take an interest in the work. She must give a kind

and attentive eye and ear to the preaching of the

Word. She must not be a listless hearer, who
looks down, or out at the window, even bordering

on disrespect; neither should she be attentive to

the extent that she " look praise " to him, because

he is her husband, nor expect the same from oth-

ers. Indeed, she must be one of those wakeful, in-

terested listeners that the stranger would not select

as the preacher's wife, either on account of disinter-

estedness, or undue attention to his preaching,

"A look of kind truth and a word of good will
Are the magical helps on life's tugged road

With a mountain to travel they shnrlen the hill

With a burden they lighten the load."

She should carefully look after the duties and in-
terests of the home, with regularity and order. She
may do much to make the influence, peace and
quietness of the home such as the minister needs,
to give time to study and meditation on God's
Word.
She should be economical. If the income be

small, as that of many ministers is, she should do
her part toward living within it, for few things
bring worse reproach on a minister than inability
to meet financial obligations. On the other hand,
if the income be larger, she should still use econo-
my, for the minister who preaches a plain Gospel
must not live in luxury and extravagance. To do
so is inconsistent, and, furthermore, it hinders the
Gospel of Christ.

She mnst be a woman who guards her conversa-
tion, yet be cheerful, sociable, and hospitable,
manifesting an interest in the welfare of all. " On-
ly let your conversation be as it becometh the Gos-
pel of Christ." So far as her home duties will ad-
mit, she should aid in visiting, especially the sick
and those who seem to be overburdened with the
sorrows and troubles of life. She may do much by
often letting her soul's desire go out to God in

prayer, that her husband may be an humble agent
in God's hands to turn souls from the downward
road to destruction and lead them toward heaven.

It will be an encouragement and help to him if

she docs her part in reading the Scriptures in the
family, offering prayer at the family altar and at

the table.

If his ministerial duties call him from home, it

will do his soul good if he know that the family al-

tar is kept up, and that there he is daily remem-
bered to God. She should be a firm believer in

the truths of the Gospel, and thus not turn aside
from duty and follow the allurements that are held
out, and that detract from true Christian deport-

She should try to be a safe example to her sisters

both in appearance and conduct. Peter beautifully

describes the adornment of Christian women,
" Even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit

which is in the sight of God of great price."

We believe every preacher's wife should aid and
and encourage her husband by being a Bible stu-

dent. The better she acquaint herself with the

Scriptures, the greater her sphere of usefulness

in the Sunday school, prayer meeting, and every

department of church work,

Dear sisters, let us so discharge our duties in the

home, community, and church, that the language

Jesus used in behalf of Mary's ministration will be

true of each one of us, as preachers' wives: "She
hath done what she could."

Lanark, III.

" DEAD WITH CHRIST."-Col. a: 20.

Those who are " dead with Christ " will obey him
" through an outgrowth of love," and nothing that

not Christ-like will be seen about their person or

nduct. All the unnecessary things, whether they

many or few, will wither and die, because they

find no place for root in the " dead with Christ."

They are dead to everything that would not be

arist-tike.

The " dead with Christ " will not be heard speak-

g ill of any one. They will not be anybody's

Jesus says, " Love your enemies," but how often

e do become somebody's enemy! Too often we

speak unkindly about some one whom we do not

like so well. We may claim to love everybody,

but our expressions betray us. Whenever we give

expression to a thought of evil about others, it

causes the matter to grow in our minds. What
may be called a "sprout of sin" springs up, and

that much of our life is not " dead with Christ,"
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life eternal, for

h. Every one who

unto righteousness,

" Dead with Christ " me
Christ has burst the bars of d

will die to the world and lit

is an heir of the promise.

Did you ever see a dead man move? Neither

can he who is " dead with Christ " do or say any-

thing that is contrary to Christ. He will not move

in the ways of sin.

Did you ever see a dead man flinch when he was

pierced? Nei'her will a man who is " dead with

Christ" flinch if the world pierce him with many

sorrows. Neither will he waver when enticed by

Satan to do the wrong thing, or to accept things

unbecoming a Christian.

I once knew a man that was standing by a turn-

ing lathe, and the article that was being turned

flew out of the lathe and si ruck him on the head.

He immediately ran out and cried, " I'm deadl

I'm deadl" Of. course dead people do not talk.

Those who are dead with Christ do not speak the

untruth.

Did you ever see a dead man walk? Vou say,

No; nor did you ever see a man who is " dead with

Christ" walking about at a circus show, or locked

arms with the world in politics, in the political

arena, engaging in vain amusements or any other

unbecoming thing. If we do what is right, our

lives will be " hid with Chri«t in God " (Col. 3: 3),

and the world and its sinful ways will be shut out.

SatigitvilU, Va

THE PULPIT, THE TRIBUNE AND THE STAQE.

people heard h

1 the Mount, in matt

:ve as a model pulpit dis

e. There was nothing in

n that gave effect to his

comeliness," " no beauty

no," Isa. 53: 2. In this

n strong contrast with the

No. 1.—The Pulpit.

Public speaking, and the matter expressed, may

appropriately be designated by the specific terms

the pulpit, the triiune and the stage. The term

pulpit not only represents the elevated place in a

religious assembly, where the speaker stands, but

all religious matter as well, whether written or

spoken; hence it is used as a title for religious

journals, as "The Fredericksburg Pulpit."

In the scale of importance the pulpit stands at

the head.

" I say the pulpit (in the sober use

of its legitimate, peculiar powers)

Must staml acknowledged while the world shall

The most important and effectual guard.

Support and ornament of viitue's cause."— Cowpcr.

The representative of the pulpit is, of course,

first, the minister of the Gos; el. The perfect mod-

el speaker is the Son of Man, who " spake as nev-

er man spake," and " the

gladly." The Sermon c

style and diction, may si

course for all ages to cor

t'e appearance of the m
utterances,—" no form nc

that we should desire I

respect the pulpit stands

state. The latter lays much stress on the personal

appearance of the speaker, the former despises it,

and needs no external aid to add force to the living,

burn ng words uttered.

Look at the simplicity of Christ's garb,—" with-

out seam, woven from the top throughout," John

19: 23, and the plain pulpit, "the Mount uf Beati-

tudes," on which he stood when he preached that

sermon that shall be fresh when "heaven and earth

shall pass away," and when the eloquence of De
mosthenes, Cicero, Clay and Webster shall have

faded into oblivion.

Look at the forerunner of Christ, clad in a gar-

ment made of rough camel's hair, as he stood on the

banks of Jordan and hurled his pointed invectives

at the Scribes and Pharisees and woke the hearts of

the people to repentance.

Look at Elijah, the Tishbitc, with a sheepskin

girded about his loins, as a type of simple dress,

and tell us whether that simplicity detracted any

from his words as he spoke to king Ahab, and to

the people of Israel, when be called down fire from

heaven?

Not the appearance of the man, not the attendant

rains of sweet music, not the decorated stage at-

tracted the five thousand people to the wilderness

of Bethsaida, from far off Syria, from Phtenicia, and

Capernaum, to hear the gracious words that

1 their ears. So pleasing, so comforting, so en-

rapturing were the discourses of this personage, that

the people hung upon the words of this man from

g until evening, forgetting their weariness

d their hunger, the inconvenience of the place

d the broiling sun of that hot climate, in the pres

ce of the more powerful influence of the words

they heard.

An analysis of Christ's discourses, to discover

where the power of his words lay, will reveal the

fact that it was not in his personal appearance, not

surroundings, no scenic display to give effect

utterances. The power of all the elements

which entered into Christ's power as a pulpit orator

may be summed into one word,—truth.

What a contrast between the dude who addresses

public assemblies and tries to give effect to his hoi

low words, by means of his faultless attire, his

flashy cravat, gold chain dangling from his vest

pocket, and diamond ring glistening on his hand as

he makes his faultless gestures,—and the apostle

Paul with " presence weak and speech contempti-

ble," 2 Cor. to: 10, dressed in the habiliments of a

tent maker, standing before the Areopagus in Ath-

ens,—the most learned and most elite body on

earth.

We can find nothing in the Bible against training

the voice to articulate distinctly, to pronounce

words correctly that they be understood by every

one in the audience, and to use correct language,

as found in the writings of St. Paul, but the charac-

teristics of the stage should be kept as far from the

pulpit as heaven is from perdition.

Ptattsburg, Mo.

OOD'S STANDARD OF RELIGION.

What the world is most in need of to day is a

"straight-up-and down" religion,—a perpendicular

religion. Men and women are very much disposed

to mike their standard of religion. Much of the so-

called piety of to-day bends too much this way and

that to suit the times. Is not this a fact? It is too

near horizontal,—with a low state of sentiment and

morals.

We all have been, and are, building a wall of

character; and it has been imperfect, and greatly

needs reconstruction,—does it not? But here is th<

question, How shall it be brought into the " perpen

dicular?" I must candidly reply, Only by divine

measurements. Can we fathom the depth of this

expression? This only, and only this, will fit us for

eternal bliss. The whole tendency of the times is to

act by the standard of what others do. I

have experienced this,—have you? For instance, if

friends or associates use unbecoming language,

ire apt to do so. If they read a certain style of

books, wi are inclined to do so. If they dress in a

certain style, we feel a desire to imitate. If they go

on forbidden ground, we think we might.

In fact, we are nothing but a bundle of imitations,

patterning after some one,—in all our actions in life.

From the cradle to the grave we are continually be-

ing developed by imitating somebody or some-

thing. We, who are teachers in our primary

schools, are obliged to develop the mental faculties

of the child, largely by direct or indirect imitation,

and the law of association. Therefore, we must be

exceedingly wise, shrewd and intelligent, in order

to be able to determine what and who may be safe.

ly imitated. The question for me should not be

what I, or what you, think is right, but what God

thinks is right. It is unmistakably safe to imitate

him.

This everlasting reference to the behavior of oth-

ers, as though it decided anything but human falli-

bility, is a mistake as wide as the universe. Are

you catching the thought? Were y

all the evil, all the unbecoming, all the degrading

things they know about other people? I was. We
ow how easily we may be drawn into this great

1, that, before we are aware, we will be found re-

hearsing the bad our neighbor or associate has done,

which was possibly forgotten by others, and leave

the good deeds untouched. Let us resolve, from

this time hence, to only speak of the good we know
about people, and not the evil.

We are so apt to incline our standard of religion

just a little, at times, because we think this will

not, and that surely cannot, interfere with God's

standard; but we will, I fear, only see our mistake

when it is too late. We see people,—Christian pro-

fessors,—round about us to-day, who, we fancy,

are propping, bracing and re-constructing their

standard of religion, until it inclines so much that

we are at a loss to perceive any inclination what-

ever. They seem to ask "Why not have the Pillar

of Truth leaning?" "Why is not an ellipse as

good as a square?" "Why is not an oblique as

good as a 'straight-up-and down' standard?"

These are questions that a great many men and

women are asking by their actions to-day. My
dear reader, we must have a standard to measure

by; shall it be God's or man's? Brother, sister,

let us be wise and take God's standard to guide us

throngh lifel Then, when he will "divide the

sheep from the goats," we will not hear that dread-

ful denunciation, " No room in heaven for thee."

York, Pa. ^__^_^___
WHAT DID YOU SAY AT ANNUAL MEETING ?

Well, they tell me that I said nothing. I had

all I could do to watch for the question, so as to

vote right. A vote on the right side is better than

a speech on the wrong side. And, again, I was like

the lame man at the pool,— he being a cripple could

not get into the troubled water, because some one

more active than he would get in ahead of him.

I think if ever there was a time when we should

act cool-headed and be calm, it is when we make a

speech at our Annual Meetings, for we put our-

selves on record, then and there, to be read, perhaps,

after we have gone to our future destiny. There-

fore we cannot afford to be in a hurry. More

prayerful thought will make fewer words, and

words, too, better seasoned with grace. The full

Report will read better to those at home, and to our-

selves also, when we are at home. Our moderator

will appreciate our cool, calm demeanor, and the fi-

nal decision will be more likely to be the right

thing. All that is necessary to convince us of this,

is, to try it once.

The matter which is left over for next year is such

as to demand much prayerful consideration. Our

late Annual Conference (with the exception of a

little too much haste a few times) was the best I ev-

er attended. Let us have it still better next year!

We have a few questions for next year which

must be disposed of, finally, by the Word of the

Lord,—hence the necessity for a careful study of

the Word. We have come to a time when the Word

of the Lord must be placed above every other rule.

1 glad to believe that our late Meeting will be of

great benefit to our people among the good people

of Frederick. Being related to the people and

work in the city, as 1 was, gave me an excellent op-

portunity to learn something of the spirit and feel-

ings of the people of that place, and 1

bless them!"

'God

SOME QUEER THINQS.

quarterly
you caicmng inc uiougiur mere yuu lvei hi *vm»- , uu»r, *,«........ & -• -,,--- 1

,

pany with people who have the bad habit of relating they say, " Faith alone justifies; but not the tan

Is it not a little queer how the "faith-alone

people do dodge when the solid shot of truth is '»

the air? In the International Sunday School Les-

son for May 30, some of the quarterlies left out tl>e

last verse entire, which reads: "Ye see then how

that by works a man is justified, and not by faith

ly." Commenting <
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which is alone." Where is the child-mind that can

understand the above comment, as easily as the

way James puts it?

Again, " God sees faith," and their reasoning is,

because of that fact, so far as God and man are

concerned, man is justified, but with men it is nec-

essary to see works, before we can say, "A man has

faith;" that is, "Faith alone is sufficient for God,

but man must see works also."

Commenting on " By works was faith made per-

fect," they say, "that is, completed, finished, en-

tire." And yet they say man is justified before

faith is "romplete," "finished, ' or "entire." That

is the same doctrine as "You pay a man before he

does his work." Is it not queer how men will twist

the truth, or try to do so?

One more of their quotations: "Not that fa'th

without works does not justify, but that a per-

suasion without works is not faith, and the justifica

tion he speaks of is not so much of the person as of

the faith,"

What a wonderful thing this "faith-alone" doc-

trine is! If man hath not works, then he hath not

faith, but he is possessed with a "persuasion." We
conclude, then, if a man expects to be justified by

faith only, it is only a " persuasion," and not faith!

It is " not so much the person " that is jus'ified " as

the faith." That is,— if we und rstand the mean-

ing,—a man's faith is justified rather than the man.

True faith is always just, but it. is the man that

needs justification. Faith alone will not do that,

but "yc see then how that by works a man is justi-

fied, and not by faith only" (James 2: 74).

"There is nothing more effectual in stopping

the mouths of infidels than a living, active demon-

stration of the Christian religion, The proof of a

thing is in i's demonstration, It is the insincerity

of professors, and a hankering after the groveling

things of this life, which give infidels the coveted

opportunity of finding fault; not, however, with a

perfect system which commands their respect and
which they are powerless to criticise; but it is, on

the contrary, the hypocrisies of professors on which

they glut themselves to satiety."

*5-THE + SUNDAY t SCHOOL-^

LESSON LIU HI-FLASHES.

Paul at Thessalonica and Berea —Acts 17: l-ia.

Lesson for July 18.

In this lesson we have a continuation of Paul's

journey, as he goes southward and westward from

Philippi. After leaving the lattfr place he passed

through Amphipolis and Apollonia, both places of

some importance, but why he did not stop there we
are not told, or, if he did stop, he gave no account

of what he did at these places. It is probable that

he had very good reasons for not stopping. Being

directed, in these missionary tours, by the Lord, he
was always obedient to the directions, as they came
to him through the Spirit. Perhaps there was no

synagogue at either of the above-named places, so

that he did not see an opening to introduce h's

mission according to his proposed plan of first call-

ing to the Jews.

At Thessalonica he found a synagogue, which

meant that there were Jews there, and there he

'topped, and for three Sabbaths reasoned with

them out. of the Scriptures, trying to show them
lhat, according to their own Scriptures, Christ was
indeed the Messiah for whom they were looking.

Paul was a reasoner. He was well versed in the

Scriptures, and all his arguments to the Jews were
based on them. This did two things:

1. It disarmed his brethren of prejudice they
would have had against him, had he reasoned from
•he personal evidences he had received in his own
conversion, or in what Christ did while in his public

ministry. Either of these would have been ccn-

vncing proof of the Mcssiahship, but would have
'ended to foster prejudice and contradictions, If,

however, he could prove to them, by their own

Scriptures and the prophecies contained in them,
that the Christ he was preaching was, indeed, the
one afer whom they were seeking, they were left

without any reasonable grounds for objections.

This is very plainly seen in their manner of reject-

ing the message brought to them by Paul and Silas.

2. It gave his converts a safe ground on which
they could stand. If we persuade a man to lewe
a foundation that is shaky, we want to offer him
one that is solid,—one on which he can set his feet

and say, "I stand here because I am persuaded
that it is safe and sure; more, I can prove that it

Too much of the preaching done since the days
of Paul is sensational and, what is called, experi-

mental. There are things in which we can afford

to make experiments, but when it comes to a mat-
ter of life or death, we do not want to be moved by
the feelings to make a change on which to experi-

ment. We want the proof,—the evidence about
which there can be no doubt. Paul opened the

Scriptures to them in a way that they could get the
sense,—understand them. He alleged that Jesus
was the Christ, because his coming, being and do-

ing v ere clearly in harmony with what the prophets
said about him. In other words, he taught to them
the Scriptures,—the very things that they profes-

sedly were seeking after, and so should we do in all

our teaching. We should teach the Scriptures,

—

nothing less,—nothing more. We should give to

those, whom we teach, the meaning, the sense of

the Scriptures, in a way that it can be understood;

and, when clearly understood, it then becomes to

them " the power of God unto salvation."

The effects of this kind of teaching we have in

the fourth verse: "And some of them believed, and
consorted with Paul and Silas; and of the devout
Greeks a great multitude, and of the chief women
not a few." ''Some of them " were Jews; the oth-

ers were Gentiles.

It will be well to note that among these were
many of the chief women. This goes to show that

women were always the more readily reached

through the truths of the Gospel, It also shows
that, in the early days of Christianity, teaching the

Scriptnres and reasoning with the people on the

principles, were effective in converting men and
women to the Gospel standard. So it always will

be,—nothing else can do it.

Then, again, this kind of teaching gives no room
for successful opposition. In this case there were

those who did not believe, and they were deter-

mined to raise opposition. But they had no reason-

able grounds on which they could do it- All the

teaching that these men did was from their own
Scriptures. And the teaching was so strictly Scrip-

tural that there was no room left for disagreement

or argument, therefore they had to resort to other

means. "They took unto themselves certain lewd

fellows of the baser sort." Thia must have been a

low crowd, indeed, and a low thing for men pro-

fessing godliness to do.

But such are the ways of men, and there are

some who are not Jews, even ministers, who resort

to this kind of argument. They cast reproach up-

on the true teaching of the Gospel by holding cer-

tain things up in ridicule, such as the true baptism,

feet-washing, the salutation, etc. They cannot

gainsay the teaching, because it is Scripture, but

they labor to discount it through ridicule and mak-

ing sport. This kind of teaching may do for the

unthinking and lewd fellows of the baser sort, but

to the better-thinking class it has no force or

weight. The Bereans, with readiness of mind, re-

ceived the Word and "searched the Scriptures

daily, whether those things were so." Honest

seekers will always accept honest teaching, and

those who are not honest cannot be benefited ei-

ther by teaching or searching. b. b b.

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL SECRETARY.

As we study the methods of some of our great

generals we find they gained their greatest battles

by massing their strength upon one point. We

find, also, that they kept up quite a good showing
at all other points. It seems that this same meth-
od is very ardently held to in the Sunday school,
with one exception. We make a very good show-
ing in one or two points, while the rest are allowed
to lie dormant. The superintendent and teacher
are given due prominence, which is right, but I am
quite certain the work is crippled because the other
points are not well sustained.

I want to notice one of the points of the Sunday
school, which we fail to bring out as prominently as

we should. It is usually conceded that almost any
one will do for secretary. If he states in his report
that the school opened by singing, gives the num-
ber present, and closed by prayer, his report is

complete. How sadt

Every specific work to be done requires specific

qualifications. The secretary should be qualified

for his special work. Some look upon the secre-

tary department as amounting to but little. I con-
sider it next to the superintendent.

In the first place, he should be a genuine Chris-

tian man (or woman). He should be punctual,
regular and diligent. He should be a good record-

er and reporter, a close observer, quxk to compre-
hend, and, above all, a clear cut organizer. The
man who is trying to get rid of all the work he can
is just the man we do not want.

The first work of the secretary is to get the names,
by classes, of every scholar in school, if in a city, the

address also. Every teacher should keep a com-
plete record of those present, absent, tardy, visitors,

and the amount of collection in their class, which is

reported to the secretary and entered in ( o his re-

port. If teachers are absent or tardy they should
be reported. All resolutions, special collections,

etc., should be reported. But this docs not consti-

tute the whole of his work.

He should ever have his eyes open to everything

going on in the room. He should watch the teach-

ers, that they use proper methods and arc doing
their duty. He should see when promotions should

be made, new c'asses organized, and so on. There-

fore he should be an apt teacher and wide awake to

the best methods of Sunday school work. He
should ever be on the alert, and report everything

to the superintendent. He is the legal adviser of

the superintendent.

If the secretary were given more prominence, and

made to feel that the success of the school depend-

ed largely (which it does) upon him, he would do

more and the cause would be edified. Try it and

Oddl, Ntbr.

SUNDAY SCHOOL MEETINGS.

In a recent communication to this office Bro. C,

H. Balsbaugh says:

Messenger No. 26 is here "Alleluia; for the

Lord God omnipotent reigneth." Every word you
say in relation to the Sunday school, on page 408,

third column, is golden. On nothing docs God put

greater stress than religious child nurture. Not
only the home, but society, is the theater of the

great work on which rests the success of the

church. The Sunday school is the providential in-

stitution by which God consummates His purpose

respecting the social element in the religious cul-

ture of youth. "Bless the Lord, O my soul," that

I have lived to see the day that the Brethren have

given public and general recognition to God's idea

of child-life. For this I have labored and prayed

for a quarter of a century, and, lo, it stands on the

Minutes of the Brotherhood! In my joy and grati-

tude I forget the abuse and calumny I suffered for

my devo'ion to the great provision of God in the

capacity and holy training of the child-soul.

This decision of Conference, carried out accord-

ing to the divine idea of home and society, will do

more for the advancement of the kingdom of God

than anything the church has done in a decade

twice to'd. God has one purpose, but manifold

media to reach it; and we must learn to be as

multiform as He in being "co-workers with Him''

Union Depotit, Pa,
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NOW AND AFTERWARD.

Now, the sowing and the weeping.

Working hard and waiting long;

Afterward llic golden reaping.

Harvest home and grateful song.

Now the pruning, sharp, unsparing,

Scattered blossom, bleeding shoot;

Afterward, the plenteous bearing

Of the Master's pleasant fruit.

Now, the long and toilsome duty,

Stone by stone to carve and bring;

Afterward, the perfect beauty

Of the palace of the King.

CORA LEK.

Mt. Olivet is the well-kno

east of Jerusalem, intimately connected with some
of the most noted events of the history of the Old
and New Testament. It is not more than a mile in

length. Running north and south, it covers the

eastern side of the city. At its northern end the

ridge bends around to the West, so as to form an

enclosure to the city at that side also,

The name, " Mt. Olivet," originated from its

magnificent grove of olive trees, which cover the

whole eastern side of the Mount. The road to this

mount is through St. Stephen's gate, and leads by a

stone bridge over the now almost waterless brook,

Kedron. Beyond, at the foot of the bridge, lies

the Garden of Gethseniane. The road here divides

into two branches,—northward to Galilee, and east

ward to Jericho.

The ridge rises in three peaks. The Southern
peak is called the Mount of Offense, as it was the

scene of idolatrous worship established by King
Solomon for his foreign wives. Here Solomon,
built a temple and also a gorgeous palace for him-
self. The Queen of Sheba, hearing of his great

riches and wisdom given him by the true God, came
out to see him. When she looked on the palace,

the costly food which was upon the table, the num-
ber of servants he had, and the beautiful pathway
he had, to go up to the palace, she said, " I have
been told of these things, yet I believed them not;

now I see the half has not been told."

So we are often told of the wonderful promises
God has made us if we live a Christian life, yet we
heed not his Word. Let us so live that we can
reach that heavenly mansion and say like Queen
Sheba, " The half has never yet been told."

This road, also, was the one, supposed to be taken
by David in his flight from his son Absalom who
wished to become king. He sent out spies to per-

suade the people to put away David, and make him
king. David, hearing of this, became alarmed and
fled, crossing Mt. Olivet weeping as he went, with
his head covered and hia feet bare. Thousands,
over this land of ours, to-day, are trying to climb

the great mouatains which arc bg(o?e thcm t but
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never stop to ask God to help them that they may
not fail in so doing.

At the central peak all the sacred associations of

Christian history converge. On its summit is

built the Church of Ascension and near it the place

where our Lord wept over Jerusalem for the wicked-

ness of the city, because it must be destroyed, and

he knew his death would bring down a thousand

curses on Israel. How clearly he foretold all that

was coming, by the memorable discourse which he

spoke to his disciples, sitting on Mt. Olivet, with

the doomed city at their feet! How bitter was the

anguish, while, in the hour of triumph, the joyful

multitude led him down the mountain roadl

The northern peak is the place at which the sup-

posed appearance of the angels to the disciples,

after the resurrection, took place when they were

seeking Jesus and could not 6nd him. The angels

appeared unto them and said, " Christ is alive; fear

not." Are we seeking Jesus or are we waiting for

him to seek us? Come, see how good it is to draw

near to Christ! He is nearer to us than we some-

times think. We may think we know him, yet we
know him in one aspect only. If we see him in any
other, we know him not- Jesus and his disciples

were sitting on Mt. Olivet, when the time for part-

ing came. The benediction was broken off, as it

were, at a semicolon, " While he blessed them." It

is the song of an ascending bird, now clear, sharp,

and sweet, then less so, and finally gone,—away in-

to the light, away into heaven! Our life should be

an ascent, we should not be to-day where we were

ten years ago. We should so live that, step by

step, we move onward, not trying to attract the at-

tention of mankind, but go onward, degree by de-

gree, until the last thing we have to do is but to

step into heaven. Your death need not come to

you as a surprise, neither the judgment day. If

we shut out God and give our life to worldly occu-

pation only, all the comings of Christ,—for he comes
in a thousand different ways,—will shock us. If

our life is of faith in God,—a pure, gentle and noble

life—we shall ascend.

Christ's going seems to intimate to us the certain-

ty of his coming, as if Christ had said, " You have

heard half the story now; the other half you shall

hear in the morning."

Charm, Ohio.

THE BALL-ROOM.

Some write for fame and others, for money, while

others write because it is their gift, but I write

this to warn the young ladies and gentlemen

against the danger of the ball-room. At first, a

mother may not think it any harm to let her daugh-

ter go to a dance, because it is close and at a re-

spectable place, but after the dance is over, there is

imbibed an insatiable desire for the ballroom,

and it is extremely d fficult to keep the daughter

at home without using the most absolute authority.

She seems less joyous and gay and, at times, does

her work quite mechanically. Perhaps you persuade

yourself that she only feels sad over the blunder

she made by intermingling with the other sex in

the way she did. Careful mother, be not deceived!

Love's roots find a very productive and tenacious

soil in the young heart. Cupid's wounds are slow

to heal while any little circumstance may produce
more fatal results. If you had not allowed your
dear one to go to the first dance, the heart-trem-

blings you are trying to still, might not have been.

Your daughter's first attendance upon Satan's

ground is at a dance. Though it was a very select

party, it threw her into the power of a fatal evil.

Look out for the future! The ball-room is the

roving ground for your daughter; and those who
would not be captured had better stay far from the

first.

The next dance she hears of, she is anxious to

attend, but you put her off, because it was not
carefully selected. The time comes when one is

given at one of the best families in the city. All

of your objections you have been offering have

fully been met, and she applies for permission to

go this time, A3 Paul mentions in the fifth chapter

of GalaUans, Had you applied the ax of motav
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truth to the root of the evil tree, instead of lopping
off some of the branches, with the pruning-knife
of social sentiment, it would probably have been
otherwise.

There are so many evils attending the dance
that I consider it a moral evil in all places and
under all circumstances. Their excuse is, they are

only keeping time to the music in their reels. The
answer is, if it were only to keep time to the music
they need not be on their feet at all, or if they

prefer being on their feet they need not move
about in a circle. They need not bring the ladies

and gentlemen in contact with each other, but if

they mast embrace each other, why not the lady

embrace the lady and the gentleman embrace the

gentleman? No, this is not what the dance is for,

—the mingling of the sexes in the dance is the

central power of attraction in the ball room. You
can select your company, put it in the best family

residence,—yes, the best Christian family in this

country,—and still there will be an evil, Would
you want your daughter to attend a ball proposed

by the roughs and the drunkards? No, this would

be a disgrace in the eyes of decent society, were

it under any other circumstances. There are more
evils in one of these dances, than any other gather-

ings, because of the mingling of sexes with such

characters. They go there because of their love

for the fascination of the dance. This gained con-

trol of them at a dance with select company. If

the daughter can be gratified near home and among
the refined, she will not associate with the roughs

but if she cannot obtain it nearer she will go far-

ther and farther, because the temptation becomes

so over-powering that it cannot be resisted,

Many a young lady is drawn from Christianity by

the attraction of the ball-room, and sent down to

eternal darkness.

The advocates of dancing frequently give as their

excuse: " Did they not dance in olden times?" Cer-

tainly David danced before the Lord for joy, that

the ark of God was coming to Zion. Today
people dance, in order to make merry and gratify

their evil propensities. In David's time they

danced because of their overflow of devout joy.

Now they dance to strengthen their hearts in

wickedness and cast aside their thoughts of God,

In David's time they danced to commemorate
God's goodness toward them. Psa. 149:3, and 2

Sam. 6: 14-16 are samples of religious dances, but

in those dances the sexes never mingled. The
mingling of sexes in dancing originated near the

Christian era, at the Bacchanalian revelries, and

has been in vogue ever since. Thus the dancing

of to-day must be referred to the feast of Bacchus,

for sanction and parallel, rather than to the Bible.

If a lady so far degenerates as to wish to attend

those places of low resort, to elicit the lustful look,

the evil wish, the wanton purpose, I have no hope

of any good from her, even socially, unless she is

cleansed by the blood of Christ, and surely noth-

ing but Divine blood can cleanse such stains,

—Selected from the Middhtown News ( Ind. ) by Flor-

ida /, E. Green.

DIVINE HEALINQ.

BY A. HUTCHISON.

Divine healing is one of the subjects about which

people seem to differ. Some claim that the medi-

um through which relief comes to the sick, is the

faith of the sick person alone. Others say the ben-

efit is derived through the mutual faith of all who

are connected with the case. Still others seem to

think that where oil is used, as in James 5: 14, I S»

the virtue lies in the oil.

Would not the better way be, to use all that the

Lord has given us, and then leave it all with the

Lord, and say the efficacy is in God, and comes to

us through a faithful obedience to his Word?
Mc rherson, Kans

"Those are the best Christians who are more

careful to reform themselves than to censure oth'
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Sometimes we weary and become dis-

couraged because, with all the preaching and
praying and teaching, many who profess god-
liness still draw their purse-strings tightly

against the enthusiastic spread of the Gospel
in all lands. But such should call forth the

deepest sympathy of every one, truly awak-
ened to duty and God-fearing stewardship.

In many instances the attainment of wealth
is the result of carefully hoarding every cent

acquired for many succeeding years. Dur-
ing these years of saving, little or none has
been given away, and now, with age upon
them, their make-up, the result of years of

discipline in the one direction of getting only,

too great a change must not be expected at

once. Only by careful leading and teaching,

can such be led to engage their means for the

Lord's work.

Following the preceding thought, how
important it is that life is lived on the tn
hasis of duty to God and his cause! Teach
child to cling to every cent for the sake <

accumulation, until he is twenty-one, and the
foundation to be a miserable miser has been
laid. Urge him to spend what he must spend
only on himself, and the element of intense

sellishness is already added to his character,

Hut change the rule of conduct and see how
different the result! Teach a child economy,
for without it poverty is sure to follow,— but

s Biblical

loved tbi

every member gets

gelization. This is true becaup* !* i«ww:*-il-
and good common sense. "G
world" and the quick
on the world side of the question, the better
for him and the cause. A fresh, pure,
water lake will become salty and bitter just
as soon as it refuses to impart as much

It is along this line that many
gregations and some State Districts ma
grave mistake. The congregation has
extra expense of its own, and decides
nothing for the world beyond its own
ders. As a result the burden is so grc
tliem that the debt drags wearily along for
years. They work contrary to God'
Had they turned about to help other
helping themselves, God would have opened
the windows of heaven and poured out a

blessing that they would have had an abun.
dance for home and elsewhere. Malachi says
they would not have been
all.

Likewise with the State District. There
is not one District but that has
pied territory than she is able
once. The burden rests heavily upon her,
and she concludes that the best thing to d<

is to press the District needs and let th>

world needs go by unnoticed. Failure is thi

inevitable result. Why? Simply because
working in line with God's pi;

i all the .rid .

the ends of the earth.

;'s self to one portion

/ the earth and
; cuts off help from the

because the General Board

To decide to

of the earth i

from it. Such
general fund,

would not respect their call, but beca
District has not the heart to ask for

from a fund which they have not helped
create as they had meams.

tent of g

.•ill be bu
mng and

In the above line of living, penny collec-

tions in Sunday schools play an important
part. While heathen need is usually and
properly held out as the inducement to have
the children throw into the collection, many
probably think no further and thus really
miss the greatest good to be attained from
such discipline. Those children who are, to-
day, from their little means, giving pennies
to the Lord's work, will, when older and car-
rying the cares of the cause on their own
hearts, give far more abundantly in proportion
to their means in hands, than do their parents
to-day. And why? Simply because they are
being taught the great blessing of giving in
their youth, and it has become the true make-
11 p '-'I their lives.

But let all take the Bible plan.—world-
wide evangelization,—and glorious will be the
result. To-day those congregations doing
world-wide work (that is, doing what they can
for the congregational mission field, for the
District field, and the world-wide field) are
the freest from debt, have the least trouble

.ise funds for home expenses and the
most for all missions. Why? Because they
follow in God's plan and he can bless accord-
ingly. Such State Districts are fully sensible

of the great work in their own territory, but
are not self-condemned in calling on the Gen-
eral Board for help, for they are

of helping to create the general fund.

. Ihr, r\ share of their bounty with those
I I feel like saying with Christ,

Come and
—Last Thursday was what is known all— the city as " Poor Children's Day." This

apart by the mayor of the city and
is observed by all the boot-black:
and waifs of every description. As we were
very anvious to sec the sight, and knowing
that it was right in line with our own work
we decided to take the day off, and go along.
—It was reported there were to be 20,00c

children. At first we thought of taking some
of our children along too, but after learning
how many were to be there, we concluded
would be better to wail and take our childr-
to the park by themselves, as we would have
a pretty hard time to keep them togethi
should they go with this crowd. The exi
cises were conducted by the "Volunteers of

re to have their gatherin
Park, so at nine o'clock the spe-

Washingti

cial trains, from the city,

unload their load of humanity. Such a sig
Our eyes were bathed in tears as we stood _.
one side, watching the thousands of ragged,
pinched and half-starved children come rush-
ing through the grounds with shouts of de-
light

ling feature of the day
emporary building was
of a large, open space,

r was distributed. The
d marched up io

supplied with a

As they

was the dinner,

erected in the cei

from which the d

children formed in line

the doors, where each
paste-board box full of

ed their boxi

such a crowd havi

to shelter them.

ing the

: quit

morrow they will be 1

nothing to eat, and no plac

they crawl under some
Think of the training they 1

000 of them. Think of

no place to sleep, no roof

Today they are enjoy-

of Washington Park, to-

ive! God pity

your prayers

at we may do

Pray Ood that every member would r

is field the world, his harvest time now,
is reward, the benediction of the Father!

NOTES FROM CHICAGO MISSION.

- K 1 have had ; Tiber of people

t gone fish'

This being true, what, oh, what is the great
oss in those Sunday schools that take up no col-

mly collect to meet Sunday school cx-

is much better to take up collections
lor expenses than to take up no collections at

j»". For where there is no collection, there is no
blessing to flow in that course—all is missed.
A collection for expenses, while it serves only
self, is a step in the right direction; for it is

helping others near at hand. But greater,
sl,| l, would be the blessing, as every Sunday
school who practices the rule will testify, if

. each Sunday and let
'I be understood that, in -

&e money given
{

ivay,

great many
visitors,—brethren and sisters from over the

Brotherhood who are interested in the work.

—One important fact is always noticeable,

they go away with a greater desire to do more
for the Blessed Master and poor, wretched
humanity, and frequently we receive dona-

tions from churches who have been spurred

on to give, by hearing the visitors repeat

what they have seen and heard, hence we
good thing to have our brethren

isit us and learn more directly of

the work. We gladly welcome all those who
for that noble purpose.

1 a recent letter, a sister made mention
of the fact that she had some clothing on
hand and wrote to inquire if it would be ac-

ptable. To all such let me say that it is al-

ways acceptable and always in demand, and if

our dear sisters who have been sending in so

much clothing, could see how it is appre-

ciated, we would never lack for want of it.

—Only this morning we felt the force of

the above. A dear sister visiting us and com-
ing from a church which has been sending in

money and clothing regularly, was greatly

moved, last evening, when she recognized a

garment, as coming from her own home, and
now worn by one of our poor, little sisters.

We were gathered around the Lord's table,

and there, sitting close by her, was one of

r bright, little sisters who was permitted

attend the feast, because site had given her

suitable garment. The sister will now go
. part of away and relate the incident and thereby his trade among the lowly, just the other day
deevan* arouse others (torn their indiSerertt stale and I learned of an actual case where an illiterate

BULS4R ITEMS.

A blush of shame for my country c

r my face as I read the telegram the
;" The Senate has rejected the arbitra

treaty with Great Britain."

—In a recent home paper I read a
column article 011 the death of a well-t>

citizen of Auburn, N. Y. 1 dip two p
graphs. Perhaps some one will read these
paragraphs with sufficient relish, that they may
surely arrange so that no one can say the

same of them some day. You know pcopli

man went into debt for two rupees worth of
grain and eight annas of ghee. Every three
years the papers for such debts have to be
renewed. This is the law of the land. So,
this philanthropist calls his debtor and renews
the paper before him. He, the debtor, can
not read or write, but must assent to the re-
newed paper, which is calculated by a com-
pounded interest of some kind. Well, the
case in hand ran on twelve years, and then a
settlement was forced, and the debtor actually
paid sixty rupees and four annas! Two rupees,
eight annas in twelve years became sixty
rupees, four annas! The original sum was
less than one dollar and the amount paid
was about twenty dollars!

—Now such human beings as described
above, would never deign to kill a Ilea or bed-
bug, lest they should commit a sin against the
poor, harmless, helpless, little creature! The
argument is this, it has life!

—But how about the poor, low-caste man?
"Oh, that's different." But why don't he de-
mand justice? "What, a low-caste fellow
make a demand oi a high-caste man?" But
why don't he take it to court? " Who would be-
lieve the testimony of a dumb, low-caste
thing, when two or three 'intelligent men ' will

swear against all that he says? " But it seems
to me,—why don't he get help? " No one will

stoop to help him but his own kind, and, it

has been said before, if blind leads the blind,

both will fall into the ditch. Poor fellow! He
don't know the meaning ol the word ' friend

'

until some humble missionary of the Cross
comes around. He is willing to stoop and
give him advice and sympathy. In the mis-
sionary he finds a friend, and the missionary's

religion seems real to him. Of course, if he
becomes a Christian, the highcaste lords all

laugh and say, 'Poor dupe. Bought up.'

Caste is the devil's play in India, and then-

many intelligent actors."

-A new man came into our house to have
family prayers with us. After song and
prayer and some advice, lie looked up ami

id, "Oh ho, what little animal is that, thai

just keeps on praising the Lord?" We said,

"No, brother, that is the clock, but it does
; work well."

—Up to the present we have received Shi.-
8,| for the suffering poor. We have been giv-

fully eighty hungry people came and received

full meal. Monday we
began assembling the people and teaching

cm, and "doing religion" afterwards. Aft-

leaching a short time we ask all lo shut eyes
and fold hands and pray after us. Sister

Buric then prayed

will talk:

"His death benefits a
wherein it is belter than h
fortune of about $200,000 1

divided among his relaliv

: of his hoard after his
/as nolhing to him. His heirs are

fighting over it now."

—One dear sister writes, " If I were the

nother of one hundred children, I'd want
very one to be a missionary." I wish all

/ould have grace enough to say that.

—Many of the fishermen 1

ig for some weeks, so ende;

Jod. All Hindoos think

of any kind, hence it is sin

I hi,

I do? " and then they

Many of the people

ing of the nakalauk or " the spotl

pecially true of the lowei

pecting iht

of God.

e the nation's ideal, the true

Hindoos say there have
ions, but " the Spotless One "

among them. We tell them
and he has come! The Sfiot-

mean men, but I think few

ny of them repcatir

i the first

fercd. I kn

Ihn

the words after

N..w lei •

I he

others follow up these donations, and some-
body offer to go, and we'll be much more
pleasing to the Lord, all of us, I know.

—If any of the Brethren have an opportun-

ity to hear Mr. M. B. Fuller, of the Mission-

ary Alliance, or Rev. H. A. Crane, of the M.
1, you will hear men witr

mally acquainted, Bolh ;

.-II 1

:. But

eighty,

We have not kept account of the

of poor people helped before this we<

ifter day it varies from forty to

times nearly one hundred. These poo:

people are not only being fed, but are learning

way of the Lord, and to pray. Wednes
we had in the house for family prayers

about fourteen persons. I called on one ol

ir recently-baptized naiive brethren lo lead

prayer. He said he felt timid when 50

any were here, and begged me to pray. I

d so. Afterwards he and a poor stranger

mained. I said, "Now there are not so

any here. We three are alone. Come now,

t us pray. You pray now." And he did.

e prayed earnestly for himself ami foi me,

d for our church. Then I, with moist eyes,

"Nowranger,

to the Lord." He, loo, prayed. He is a poor

heathen, but he prayed. How often he said,

and how earnestly, "Forgive my sins, O
Lord. Have mercy on me." Then I, too,

prayed, I may add that in the house of the

former, who hesitated to pray publicly, there

Is daily family worship. He and his brother

and hi-> father arc brethren.
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Bro. Levi Minnich reports c

church at Painter Creek, Ohio.

Jers for the Minute

neatly printed, a

: accession to the

1 been fiUed.

out in goodThey
shape.

The mission at Sidney, Ohio, seems to be pro

gressing encouragingly. Several were baptized re

cently.

Bro. S. M.

Fla. We pre

writes us from Winterhaven,

testing thehe

Bro I. Bennett Trout returned to his home at

Lanark, 111 , July I, having been absent since the

middle of May.

Bko. Amos Moomaw should hereafter be ad-

dressed at Wilsonton, Labette Co., Kans., instead

of Mullan, Idaho.

The M essenger knows no vacation. Our aim

: the paper as much attention during the

lonths as at any other time.

We are much pleased with the appearance of our

Annual Meeting Report this year. It is probably

the neatest report that we have yet published.

A good deal of attention is being given to the

founding of a new Jewish State in Palestine. This

is well considered on the first page of this issue.

The Mission Board of Western Pennsylvania re-

:ntly met at Somerset, that State, and transacted

uch important business. We are glad to see in-

creased activity upon the part of the State Boards.

It is gratifying to have our readers call for

five thousand trial subscription blanks inside of ten

days. We hope the effort will result in five thou-

l new subscribers.

If the Lord's cause would prosper as it should,

ore attention must be given to the children. We
must have both meetings and Sunday school classes

adapted to their needs.

The spots on the sun have led thousands of the

ilored people in parts of Florida to think that the

world is coming to an end. The excitement is very

great, and is likely to spread.

There is much important deferred matter on the

Minutes this year, and for that reason, especially,

should they be carefully read and considered by all

f the members in the church.

All mail matter, intended for this office, should

be addressed to " Brethren Publishing House," in-

stead of " Brethren's Publishing Co." Correspond-

ents will please keep this in mind.

Thbre were a number of Bibles among the dele-

gates at the last Annual Meeting, but not as many

-e would have been pleased to see. We hope

;e more at the next Conference.

Bro. Andrew Hutchison speaks very encourag-

ingly of the work being done by our people in Chi-

cago. The field is a large one, and more than ordi-

nary attention should be given to it.

A number of accessions are reported in the South

Waterloo church, Iowa, where Bro. I. N. H. Beahm

is now preaching. He is to commence a series of

meetings in the City of Waterloo this week.

The excessive heat for the last several days

caused many prostrations in all parts of the coun-

try. Twenty-nine persons fell before the power of

the sun in one day in Chicago, and at least two of

them died.

At Moscow, Idaho, there are about twenty mem-

bers living within one mile of a good house of wor-

ship, belonging to the Brethren, and no minister

among them. Here is a place for some earnest

minister to do a good work.

In next issue the Sisters' Aid Society of Wash-

ington, D. C, will call for some very much needed

assistance in their work. The churches in the East

should give this mission special attention. Get

ready to respond to the call!

In the Armenian papers, in Turkey, no news is

flowed to be published, in any way relating to the

; of Christians, or disorders of any class.

It is reported that the Brethren near New Rock-

ford, N. D,, are preparing to build a meetinghouse.

We trust they will succeed in their undertaking.

Bro. Andrew Hutchison's article, on page 436,

of this issue, would make good reading about one

week before the opening of the next Conference.

The locust pest in the Argentine Republic, South

America, is assuming a very serious character. Al-

ready large regions have been devastated by

of the insect.

All orders for the Report were filled the first of

this week, We are prepared to fill other orders.

Those desiring the Report should let us hear from

them at once. Price, 25 cents, or S*50 per dozen.

Durii

Rowlan
; the f meetings held by Bro. C.

n the Chippewa Valley church, Wise
:n applied for membership. Eleven

One of the popular churches in Grand Rapids,

Mich., has decided to erect a bicycle stable for the

accommodation of those who ride the wheel to

church. This may be one way of getting some

people to attend religi

The Mission Board for Northern Illinois met in

the Mount last week. We failed to learn anything

concerning the nature or the amount of business

transacted.

Two weeks ago we stated that eleven had been

baptized in Guthrie, Okla. This is a mistake.

Bro. Austin's manuscript was misread. For cor-

rect information concerning the work in this terri-

tory, see his communication on page 443 of this is-

On a recent Sunday more than a thousand bi-

cycles went in procession through the streets of

Chicago. It is said that the Mayor headed the pro-

cession. It is unfortunate that Chicago does not

have a Mayor who has some respect for the Lord's

Day.

During the late war between Turkey and Greece

a number of Jewish soldiers entered the war against

the Greeks. It is strange that these Jews should as-

sist the very people who have trodden them under

foot, and have driven them from their holy city,

—

Jerusalem.

Commander Booth Tucker, of the Salvation Ar-

my, was recently convicted in New York for toler-

ating too much noise, late at night, in his meetings.

The people in the immediate vicinity maintained

that no one had a right to disturb their sleep in

that way. They are right.

Not long since a colored man was praying most

earnestly in a prayer meeting, when a revolver

dropped from his pocket to the floor, The little

congregation was startled. What if certain forbid-

den things were to drop from some hearts to the

sanctuary floor! What thenl

Just fifty years ago a German Evangelical Lu-

theran Synod was organized in Chicago with 22

ministers. It now numbers 1,389 pastors The

German language is still used, and the body exer-

cises a wide influence on the German-speaking peo-

ple in Illinois, Indiana and other States.

The Methodist Prrtestant volunteers a short lec-

ture to the Brethren for passing a decision, at her

Annual Conference, against the use of the bicycle.

It so happens, however, that the question was nev-

er before our Conference, nor is it likely to be.

The paper is after the wrong people. We plead

not guilty.

Bro. C. P. Rowland, of Lanark, called on us

while in the Mount last week. He had spent a few

weeks among the members in Wisconsin, and re-

ports the outlook good, but says that we need more

ministers in that State. It is to be regretted that

we do not have ministers enough to fill all the calls

of this character.

We shall have use for some first-class matter for

the Brelhren's Almanac for 1898. Now is a good

time for our writers to begin preparing something

special for its pages. We want the very best and

the most interesting matter that can be had.

Those who think they can get just as good Sun-

day school quarterlies from other houses as those

published by the Brethren, should bear in mind

that some cold members talk just that way in re-

gard to preaching. It is a very poor way to talk.

It is gratifying to note what interest many are

taking in trying to introduce the Messenger on

our three months' trial subscription basis, The

blanks which we are sending out free, in any num-

ber asked for, are going out very rapidly, five thou

sand of them being called for in ten days. These

distributed in the neighborhoods will bring a good

of I number of subscriptions and lay the foundation for

these have been bapti;

initiatory rite.

:d. The other two many regular subscribe

I agents and friends make
Why can not othe

effort along this Uoc?

An aged minister, whose ability is such as to en-

able him to address any well informed audience

th credit to the cause, writes us that he has to

walk as many as twelve miles to some of his ap-

pointments, he having no conveyance of his own.

Many of our readers do not know what a hard

struggle some of our very worthy ministers are hav-

ing-

Within the last few weeks a number of the Dis-

trict Mission Boards have held meetings and trans-

acted some important business. The mission of

these boards is important, and we hope to hear of

them doing considerable aggressive work. But to

do this they should, at a very early date, receive

liberal donations from all the congregations in their

respective Districts. It might also be well for them

to let our readers hear from them now and then.

A correspondent writes us of a brother in the

East who grew so cold that he took no interest in

church affairs. But on settling in the Northwest,

he became gnatly concerned for his soul's welfare,

and is now a most earnest worker in the church.

He is ready to give money (or a house of worship,

to do his part of the work, and feels that the

Brethren must have a Sunday school and meetings

in his locality. This is the kind of men to send to

the Weal.
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A special District Meeting for Northern Illi-

nois and Wisconsin, will be held at Polo, III., Aug.

. commencing at 10 A. M. The object of this

meeting is to make the necessary arrangements for

the holding of the next Annual Meeting. It should

be well attended by representatives from all the

churches. See official notice on page 445 of this

issue.

lav. Jewish Messenger thinks it will not do for the

lews to become the best farmers, and carry off the

best prizes That would excite envy. Well, there

is some truth in this statement. The Jew has been

a wanderer since the destruction of his temple at

Jerusalem, and every time he makes a success of

anything he is envied by somebody. He may be to

blame for it.

We are in receipt of the Minutes of the Sunday

school Meeting of the Brethren's schools of North-

eastern Kansas, held at Topeka, Kins., May 29 and

30. The program rendered is very good, and the

report of the work done shows that our people in

this part of the West are greatly interested in the

work. We hope to hear of many more of these

meetings.

We have found the Sketch of the Life of Bro.

James T. Quinlan very interesting indeed. We
feel that we have been profited by reading the lit-

tle work. We believe that it will do any preacher

or Sunday school worker good to give it a careful

perusal. Especially would we recommend it to

city workers. Price, 25 cents. It may be ordered

of Bro. Quinlan, Baltimore, Md., or from this office.

Well-informed Bible readers differ regarding

the right of sisters to preach. There are even a

few who think they should not superintend a Sun-

day school or lead a prayer meeting, but no one

will question their right to write for the Messen-

ger, and those who read what some of them have

to say in this issue, must admit that they know how
to tell a number of good things in a very forcible

We enjoyed a very pleasant council-meeting with

the Brethren at Pine Creek last Saturday. The
spirit as well as the interest of the meeting was

good. Brethren John and William Lampin were

elected to the deacon's office, and duly in-

stalled. The church also decided to advance Bro.

Collin Price to the second degree of the ministry,

the installation services to take place some time in

the future.

A number of the District Meeting Clerks have

not yet ordered the Minutes sent to the churches

of their respective Districts. This they should do

at once, where they are authorized to do so. The

churches that are in the habit of ordering their own
Minutes, will please not delay longer. These Min-

utes should be in the hands of the members at an

early date. Price, 2 cents per copy when ordered

for churches.

This issue will be found especially valuable on

account of what the sisters have to say about the

preacher's wife aiding and encouraging her hu

band in the work of the ministry. These articles

will be widely read, and they will do good. The
paper ought to be in every preacher's family among
our people, and if there should be any minister

among the Brethren, who is not now reading the

paper, we will gladly send him a copy of this issue,

if requested to do so.

One of our correspondents, who travels a good
deal, writes: " I met a good brother near here,

who has several boys, all of whom are using to-

bacco. The father, however, does not use it, but

abhors it, and laments about the bad habit that

his boys have fallen into, yet, just across the creek,

is a preacher who uses the weed, and sets the ex-

ample for the boys. The boys see this preacher

with a cigar in his mouth, as he drives by, and con-

clude that it must be all right. That preacher's

example is being felt." Comment is unnecessary.

It is unfortunate that there are that kind of preach-

Alex Dowie, Chicago, 111 , of "divine healing"
fame, has taken a bold stand against secret socie-

ties of every order. He denounces them in the
most severe terms. For this he is to be commend-
ed. Some of our people are just a little too timid
regarding the great and growing evil of these se-

cret and oath-bound orders.

At most council-meetings there is entirely too
much talking around the table, among the of-

ficials, for the good of the church. The elder
presiding should not permit one particle of this

kind of talking, nor should he do any of it

himself. Let him require that every person speak-
ing rise to his feet, and speak so as to be heard by
all present. Were this invariably done, there

would be a better attendance at our council-meet-

ings. Here may be found the main reason for a

small attendance at so many of our council-meet-

ings.

CHARMS, SIGNS AND OMENS.

correspondent writes us in regard to

the very common belief, in his locality, in signs,

charms, omens, pow-wowing and other associated

superstitions. He is much exercised over the prev-

alence of a belief in such things, and is anxious to

know how best to meet those who entertain such

views. He feels that the Christian should place

his trust in God, and not in signs and charms.

Having given this subject some attention, we offer

the following thoughts and suggestions:

The fall of man brought sin and all its conse-

quences into the world. Among other evils came
ignorance and its twin sister, superstition. It may
be said that man is naturally a superstitious being.

The unknown, the mysterious, and the unexplained

produces in the mind a feeling of uncertainty and

fear. In this state, without knowledge, it is very

easy to accept the superstitious notions of those

who have gone before us. So the errors are hand-

ed down from generation to generation.

The eclipse of the sun and moon, the appearance

of the Northern Lights and other natural phenome-

na have always been a source of fear and dread to

the Indians of this country. The natives of Africa

looked upon our pocket-compass and watch with

wonder, and sometimes with fear, and many a poor,

ignorant mother in Egypt and Palestine turned

quickly away, upon meeting us suddenly, lest the

child in her arms might receive the evil eye, if its

face were brought in line of our vision.

But it is not only half-civilized people who are

superstitious. Even educated and cultured peo-

ple find it hard to throw off, in after-years, the

superstitious impressions received in childhood. I

know persons who always feel uncomfortable if

they happen to see the new moon over the left

shoulder for the first time after its last change.

Some there are who regard thirteen as an unlucky

number, and would think it dangerous to sit down

at a table with that number. And yet Nansen, the

Arctic explorer, was one of thirteen who made the

most successful attempt to reach the North Pole

that has yet been made. His entire company re-

turned in safety. Others will never start on a jour-

ney on a Friday, and others still there are who al-

ways feel uncomfortable when passing a graveyard

at night. The fact is that but very few people are

entirely free from all taint of superstition.

There are many people who put much faith in

the signs of the Zodiac, and in the increase and de-

crease of the moon. We are told that if potatoes

are planted in the sign of the waterman, they will

be watery instead of dry and mealy; if planted in

the sign of the twins, the crop will be abundant;

that planting in the up or down sign exercises a

wonderful influence over the growth of what is

planted; that beef or pork butchered in the in-

crease of the moon will increase in size when

cooked, whereat that which U butchtrcd in th« d«-

crease of the moon will shrink and grow small
when prepared for the table. An enumeration of
all these signs and what (hey portend, would fill

many pages of the Messenger.
If those who believe in the efficacy of planting

in the various signs will look at the origin of them,
it seems to us they will lose faith in the sign manu-
al. The origin of the twelve signs of the Zodiac,
given in our almanacs, is to be traced to the ancient
Chalde It i naginary zone of the heavens,
within which lie the paths of the

principal planets. Over the period, in which the

sun was supposed to be in a certain sign, ruled one
of the ancient Chaldee deities. The Chaldean as-

trologers, of whom we read in the Bible, based
their calculations on these signs, only to fail when
put to the test. And had it not been that there

was a man of God, a Daniel, in Babylon, who trust-

ed not in signs, but in the living God, all the wise

men of that kingdom would have been put to death
by order of the king.

One of the curious things about these signs is

that those who think they are planting or sowing in

one sign, are, as a matter of fact, really planting in

another. Owing to the faultiness of human calcu-

lations the zodiac is twenty-five degrees behind the

constellation, having been carried back in the pro-

cession of the equinoxes. Thus he that plants in

the sign of the lion, is really planting in the sign of

the virgin. It is also a well-known fact that a

change of our calendar was made by English stat-

ute in 1751, and that oriental countries, clinging to

the old style, are twelve days in arrear of the West-

ern nations, If two men were planting according

to the signs, one in this country, and the other in

Egypt, on the same day, one would be planting in

the sign of the twins, and the other in the sign of

ari.es. These facts show the folly of trusting in the

signs of the Zodiac.

It is a recognized fact that faith in signs and

charms increases as we go down in the scale of

civilization. Among the Mohammedans the belief

in such things is universal, and among the Hindus
it is as common as breathing. From the day the

Hindu baby is invested with the sacred thread, un-

til his skull is broken open on the funeral pyre in

old age, if he reach that period, he is the victim of

the most ridiculous customs, the outgrowth of a

superstitious belief in the efficacy of all kinds of

charms and signs. They enter into every detail of

his life and render his existence a real burden.

The only way to get superstition out is to get ed-

ucation and knowledge in, Get the dweller on the

Nile to know that the microscope does not have

the power to really enlarge things, and his fear and

awe of it ceases at once, But education is a slow

process. It takes time and patience. Our chil-

dren's children will, without doubt, feel the effects

of the belief of their progenitors in signs and

omens. We must meet these conditions as we find

them. There is on old proverb which says: "What
cannot be cured must be endured." If it were pos-

sible to banish all ignorance from the world, its

twin-sister, superstition, would soon follow. The
belief in signs and omens would be reduced to the

minimum, and the people made free from this

species of mental slavery. But this, if done at all,

will take a long time. Ignorance dies hard.

We need to have patience. It will take time

and much labor to rid the world of all error. But

as we gain knowledge and come to understand bet-

ter and better the laws by which the universe is

governed: laws made and put in force by a Benefi-

cent Creator, for the highest good of the creature,

we shall drop, one by one, our signs, and omens,

and charms, and come to trust more directly and

more fully in God, who causeth his rain to fall on

all alike, and who hath declared that summer and

winter and seed-time and harvest shall not fail.
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QUERISTS' DEPARTMENT.

Is it proper for the Superintendent of the Sunday school U
choose the teachers in all the classes? Would it not be bet'

ter for advanced classes to choose their own teachers?

S. S. P.

In most of our Sunday schools the advanced class-

es select their teachers, it being understood that in

Brethren schools the selections should be made
from among the members. This generally gives

good satisfaction, and yet there may be places

where the superintendent should appoint, or at

least, help the classes select all the teachers. A
prudent superintendent will know how to do this,

so as to keep the good will of the classes, and at

the same time not lose sight of that which will be

for the best interest of the school. A prudent su-

perintendent, who understands his business, should

not be restricted too much.

In Rom. 6: 4 we read: "Therefore \

by baptism inlo death." Does the phi

Christ's baptism or the burial? I

immersion from the word "buried "?

" With him " refers to the buri;

baptism of Christ. Christ was

but Paul does not mean to say

buried with Christ, in baptism, i

went into the grave, we go into

came alive from the tomb, so \

watery grave a new creature.

buried with h

ith bim" refer

7 to prove

S. L. Brumhaugh,

and not to the

tried in baptism,

so here. We are

a 6gure. As he

te water. As he

: come from the

: is consistent to

prophesying. From this w
Cor. 14: 34, 35, did not rr

either leading, praying or

in social or prayer meetings

we think they should be

urged to take an active part in these meetings, In

nearly all parts of the Brotherhood sisters take
their turns leading the prayer meetings, and we
hope to see the custom become quite general.

uthority to hnld an election for officials.

: judge that Paul,

ean to prohibit si;

peaking to edification

. On the other hand,

'ged, and even

ul.iu,. alboj d? Pie:

In Col. 2: 12,

Can the elder

proof defense of immersion

ead: "Buried with him in bap

that in the act of baptism then

Nothing short o:

tinated a burial.

If not, why r

ntly the sick prior to baptism?

J. 13. Lehman.

Is any sick among you, let

of the church." This means
ch. An unbaptized person

a member, and is therefore

tointing. There is no Bible

nting to those not

James 5: 14 says, '

him call for the eldert

members of the chu

cannot be considered

not entitled to the a

authority for extending this

members, and for that reason an elder cannot con-

sistently anoint the unbaptized.

In organizing a church in a new territory, what are the steps
to be taken to effect it? I am the only elder here, and othi

elders live a long ways off, and our members hardly have tl

means to spare to get one here. Could we all come together
and effect the organization ourselves? J. A. Weaver.

Eovjbelh, N. D.

Living isolated as you do, yo

anize according to the gene

t have a right to or-

al order, and then
go on about the Lord's work. But it is always
deemed best to have another elder present, if it is

anything like convenient to do so. If not conven-
ient, effect your organization and so report your-
selves at your next District Meeting.

"There is some difference of opinion in our church in re-
gard to the meaning of 1 Cor. 14. 34, 35. Some think it is not
right for sisters to lead in prayer meeting, while others think
it is. Please explain these two verses.

J. H. Brumbaugh.

The verses referred to read thus: " Let your
women keep silence in the churches: for it is not
permitted unto them to speak; but they are com-
manded to be under obedience, as also saith the
law. And if they will learn anything, let them ask
their husbands at home: for it is a shame for wom-
en to speak in the church " In these verses Paul
evidently had reference to assemblies where it was
unbecoming for sisters to take an active part, and
it is noteworthy, as Johnson says, that there is no
hint of such a prohibition to any except Greek
churches. At least the prohibition cannot apply
to such informal meetings as social and prayer
meetings. It may be worthy of note that Joel pre-
dicted that in the Christian dispensation "the sons
and daughters should prophesy." Joel 2: 23. Pe
ter declared that this was fulfilled on the Day of
Pentecost. Acts 2: 4. The daughters of Philip
prophesied. Acts 21: 9 In I Cor. n: 5 , the sis-

ters are told how to appear when either praying or

M. c. L.

When an election is desired for a minister or a

deacon, the elder in charge should first consult the
official body, to learn whether they are willing to

submit to the church the propriety of holding an
election. If the officials consent, then the church
must be called together, and asked if she is willing

to go into an election. If the church gives hi

consent, then it is the duty of the elder to see that
the election is held and properly conducted.

If a brother commits an offense against his brother, and the
offended brother goes according to Matt. 18, and they settle
the difficulty, so that it is entirely satisfactory to both parties,
has the church, or any person in the church, a right to bring
a complair t to the church concerning the case? A. T. S.

If the difficulty is personal, and in no way affects

the church, or other members, the two brethren

have a right to settle it between them, according to

Matt. 18, and it is nobody else's business. Should
it, however, have assumed a public character, it

would be proper for them to voluntarily appear
before the church, and ?ay to the church, that they
had settled their personal grievances according to

Matt. 18, and ask the pardon of the church for any
offense that may have been given by the pub-
licity of the conduct upon the part of either, or

both of them.

In John 1:21, John Baptist said he was not Elias. How do
you reconcile that expression with Christ's laDguage in Matt.
17: 12. 13? C. D. H.

John meant that he was not Elijah in person, any
more than he was Christ, or "that prophet" in

person. But he was Elijah in spirit and power
(Luke 1: 17), as foretold in Malachi 4: 5, and it is

n this sense that he is mentioned by Jesus in Matt.

17: 12, 13. John was the Elijah of the New Testa-
ment, not in person, but in prophecy, spirit and
power.

Please explain r Cor. rs: 29 What is meant by being bap.
tized for the dead? r, q p
Any one who is baptized "into the name of the

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost,"
is baptized for the dead, for the reason that he is

baptized in the name of Jesus, who died and was
buried. His death, burial and resurrection, are all

represented in baptism. Paul would reason, If

there be no death, and then no resurrection, why
have these things represented in your baptism.
Why baptize in the name of the dead and the res

urrected Christ, if there be no resurrection? If,

there be no resurrection what shall become of those
that have been baptized for the dead, that is, in
the name of Christ who died and was buried? The
mere fact that we are buried with Christ in bap-
tism, representing his death, then come forth from
the water, representing his resurrection, shows that
the dead do rise, that Christ died, and was resur-
rected, and that those who are baptized for the
dead, that is, in the name of the dead, shall be
blest, and their faith will not be in vain.

-** HOME * AND * FAMILY <»

THE PRODIOAL.

My Father,— if these lips defiled

May call thee by that sacred name,
A weary wanderer,—still thy child.—
Comes burdened with his years of sharr

A wrecked and wasted life to cast
Upon thy love at last, at last!

From years of pain and poverty,

From barren wastes of dark despair,
I stretch my helpless hands to thee.

Deny me not a refuge there!

Deny me not the one retreat

For peace and safety at thy feet.

thon hast called

and of blight,

ne o'er and o'er,

1' the long, dark r

but see,—

: to thee!I bring a brokei

My Father, though my heart be dead,
A look from thee shall bid it rise;

I feel upon my bended head
The holy pity of thine eyes;

The waste and wilderness are past,

—

My Father's house at last,—at last!

—Mary A. Lathbury,

THE MODEL HOST.

BY NANCY D. UNDE

He
up the

not take

d costly vict

quaint china

:ven offer his

Is it right, according to the Gospel, for a brother to color his
halr?

J.M.A.
The Gospel may say nothing about the right or

wrong of coloring the hair, but such things ought
to be regulated by good taste and a little sober
thinking. To say the least of such a practice, it

looks foolish, is not in good taste, and is wholly
unbecoming a Christian man who proposes to live
above the foolish and vain fashions of the world,

j. 6. M,

1 for hit

of the

in old fashioned being. Hi
sw ways of fashionable sc

no time to study the modern rule

He does not display any great w
ware and cut-glass upon his table,

a spread in the way of numerous a
uals (cakes, pies, etc.,), served upo
and spotless linen. No, he does not
guests cushioned chairs, or lead them into the par-
lor, yet, there is not a soul upon earth, I venture,
but would like to be entertained by this independ-
ent being who is always just the same; if they only

quite a privilege to be reckoned
among his acquaintances. Folks that know him

11, like his society very much. The writer has
ind it so pleasant that she would like to live at

: house all the time.

Is he jolly? Well no! I can't say that he is I

never heard him crack a joke, nor even laugh at

some one else's cute sayings. He is very hospit-
able though. No matter how many come at once,
he is always glad to see them,—never turns any one
away; not even a poor ugly-looking tramp. Per-
haps that's the reason some high-toned folks don't

ty. He is not grand enough for

Most of his friends are poor people. Some
are ex-convicts and the like. They're gen-

erally people that have been pictty low-down; so
they are thankful for such entertainment as he pio-

I will tell you about how he managed once when
a whole lot of people came to see him. He was
poor himself, and was traveling at the time, so he
did not have any house,—not even a little log cab-
in, to invite them into; but he was just as good to

them as could be. Some of them had trouble and
sorrow and he comforted them. Some of them
were sick, and he was so kind and gentle that it

did them good just to be close to him, where they
could see his loving eyes beaming down upon them
in tender pity, and feel the touch of his kind hand
Ohl it was the hand of a working-man. Do not
imagine it was one of these soft, pretty white hands
that never did anything but wear gloves, and
file down its finger-nails, and put sweet scented
stuff on to make them look like a baby's hands.
No, his hands were used to toil; he was brought up
to work. Most of the people that came to see him
that time, were common, ignorant people, though
some of them were educated and intelligent. He
told them about a country that he'd been in, and
about the road that led to it, and what a good, nice

country it was to live in, and so on, and a good
many people thought they would like to live

there, His talk was instructive and interesting to
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the learned and the ignorant both; they could both

understand it, and as none of them had ever been

there, they all learned some things from him that

they never knew before. I sometimes think that

if the people we visit in cities and towns, and in

their homes in the country, would try to talk about

something instructive, instead of so much foolish

gossip* it would be just as entertaining, and do

more good.

Well, by and by it was supper-time, and the

folks that were traveling with this man began to

wonder what they could have for supper to set be-

fore such a host of people. They only had a few

loaves of bread, and it would have been very impo-

lite to have eaten it by themselves, without offer-

ing their company any. There was a boy there

that had two little fish; so they got them, but they

knew that would not give even a taste for so many.

So they went to the host and asked him if he would

not send his visitors away, but he told them they

must first provide food for them. They explained

to him their circumstances, but he was inexorable.

Telling the people to sit down, they all sat down

on the grass, and that was certainly the best pic-

nic we have any. history of. Out on the beautiful,

flower-bedecked prairie, with a soft, clean carpet of

grass, of the dark, soothing, cheering color that

rests our eyes in the summertime, that great sur-

prise party of several thousand people sat down

at the command of their kind host, to be served

from his hospitable board. No apologies were of-

fered for the seeming imposition of coming upon

him, so many at once. None were needed. No
apologies were offered for the meager fare or lack

of fine display. But the good, gentle host, presid-

ing at that meal, simply looked to heaven for a

blessing upon such as he had. Yes, instead of

complaining, apologizing and fretting, as so many
people do, he just trusted in God to increase the

supply according to the need, and he was not dis-

appointed. His fellow-travelers passed the food

around as he broke it. (He did not even have a

cake or bread-knife to cut it with) and everybody

there ate of those few loaves and fishes, and they

all enjoyed their meal and had plenty.

I often think that if there were more people

among us, who just look to God, and trust in him

to supply their needs, instead of worrying about

them, there would be less lack and more happiness.

God is just as willing to feed his children now, as

he was then, and just as able.

After they all had eaten, the men that had acted

as waiters, cleared away the meal that was left, and

they gathered up more food than they had in the

beginning. This may seem incredible, but history

records it as a fact. It was because God blessed

their means and increased it, when they willingly

offered it to his creatures, trusting in him for the

results. So it is with us all, if we only knew it

When we have only a little means, we are some'

times inclined to think we must save it, for fear we

will come to want. But those who use their means

instead of hoarding them, are the ones whose means

are increased. Think of the men who had certain

talents given them,—those who used them, doubled

their wealth, but those who buried them, i

gained anything. The same is true all through

life. When a poor beggar comes to our door,

or an unbidden guest happens along, let us t

turn them away hungry, or fret, lest we be brought

to poverty; but set before them such as we have;

looking to heaven and asking God's blessing upon

our humble offering, and we will find ourselves

benefited, instead of impoverished.

Our " Model Host " gave all that he had,—not
even counting his life dear unto himself,—to bi

fit others. He will visit us some day. How
we receive him? By and by we shall all know
he is, and wish to see him in his own home,

us take him into our own hearts and homes i

and by and by we shall be permitted to sit at his

table it the house ofmany mansions^ and A King
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Elders' Meeting.

The Mission Board of Northern Indiana called a

meeting of the elders of her State District to en-

gage with her in the arranging of her mission work.

The meeting convened at Goshen, Ind., June 16,

1S97, and was presided over by Eld. J. H. Miller.

After devotional exercises the board submitted

work, and calls for more work, which
Id not attend to for the want of means.

GLE IINGS FROM PORT BOARD.

1. The membership of the State District is above

four thousand, and yet a large part of her field un-

cultivated.

2. She has one located minister who gives all his

time to the work, and a mute minister who has

been giving about one-third of his time.

3. That the approximate value of the State Dis-

trict is three million, seven hundred sixty thou-

sand dollars ($3,760,000).

4. What a small part of each dollar of the above

valuation would amount to, if applied to the saving

of the unsaved, in Northern Indiana:

S.001 on the dollar ?3,76o for missions.

.00^ on the dollar 1,880 for missions.

.00 )£ on the dollar 040 for missions.

.00^ on the dollar, 470 for missions.

Each person giving annually,

15 cents, would produce, S 600 for missions.

20 cents, would produce Soo for missions.

40 cents, would produce 1,600 for missions.

5. In view of the importance of the work of sav-

ing souls, the board decided that each member pay

the insignificantly small sum of 20 cents, or

than oo 1

., on the dollar, to the support of her

work.

After hearing the report of the Board, and a

short but earnest discussion in favor of the work,

elders W. R. Deeter, I. D. Parker, I. L. Berkey,

Alexander Miller and Hiram Roose were appoint-

ed as a committee on resolutions. During the

committee's session the meeting was addressed by

elders A. Hutchison and L. Hillery, upon the im-

portance of mission work, and the responsibility of

all, concerning it, after which the committee re-

turned and submitted seven resolutions in favor of

more aggressive mission work in the State Dis-

trict, which were unanimously adopted by the

meeting, and ordered to be sent, together with an

appeal, to the individual churches.

Eli Roose, Clerk.

Note* by the Way.

of joy and love. I am to reach Chicago, III,, in

time to keep the feast with the Father's little flock,

June 27. If these little feasts and reunions are so
full of joy and peace, what will it be when Jesus
shall come with all his saints? I Thess. 3: 13 and
Zech. 14: 6 Let us all be ready to go out to meet

or to go on before, and then come with him.
nm to visit North Dakota before I reach my
e. I hope, by the Father's good pleasure, to

be at my little home by Aug. 1. Dear brethren and
sisters, still continue praying for met O how much
has been done for me by prayer in the past two
years! A. Hutchison.

Nsppanee, Ind., June 22.

I left my earthly home Aug. 28,—the final ob

jective point at that time being Frederick, Md , the

place of our late Annual Meeting. I was permit-

ted to visit many congregations by the way. I

tried to tell the people at each of those places

something of the love of Jesus, and of our loving

Father in heaven. A few accepted the offered sal-

vation, while many were willing to leave him go

for the present. They were not sick, and they,

therefore, seemed to think there was no need of

hurry. How fearful the delusion, that we do not

need the religion of Jesus Christ in health! It is in-

tended to prepare us to live right, that we may die

right. Space forbids an itemized account of my
onward march. Suffice it to say, that the dear Fa-

ther's care was constantly about me, and I finally

reached the place of Annual Meeting. To speak

of that gathering, my vocabulary is a failure. I

cannot find words to tell you what I felt in my
poor, lonely heart. It was a large green field to

my soul. Now I am on my return trip. Nappa-

nee, Ind., is my home this week,

During the past week I was with the Father's

children at their love feasts in the Bethel Chapel,

near Milford, Ind., and in the West Goshen house;

also at Union Center. These were glorious seasons

From Oklahoma Territory.

The work in the District of Oklahoma and In-

dian Territory is very encouraging, considering the

efforts we are able to put forth. We have but few
workers and but little means to help bear the bur-

dens of the few that are called to the work,

If we had workers and means, the membership
could be doubled within the next four months. A
little more work, and there could be six more or-

ganizations by the time of our next District Meet-
ing. A number of towns have offered a very fair

donation to the brethren, to build a church within

their limits. We think it would be a good plan to

take advantage of some of these offers and grow
up with these towns, and thus secure a Lasting inftu-

We made an effort to get a foot -hold in the capi-

tal, Guthrie, but we soon learned that city work is a

special work, and must have the entire attention

of the missionary in charge,

There have been eleven baptized in our territory

within a few weeks, with very little preaching. Bro.

Edgecomb went to Jennings, a mission point,

preached three sermons and baptized four. Some
of these had taken the Gospel Messenger for a

year.

I will give an instance of what the tracts and pa-

per are able to accomplish. A member here had a

brother in Arkansas, to whom he sent tracts and al-

so the paper. He became interested in the doc-

trine, and finally moved to this country, to become
identified with the church, Having poor health

and becoming worse, he put off uniting with the

church until he would be able to be baptized. In

the mean time, some of his family united with the

church. May 17 he sent for me to baptize him.

Being very sick, baptism was administered in the

house, in a tank prepared for the purpose, after

which he was anointed in the name of the Lord.

Then we went to the water and baptized his wife.

He grew some better after his baptism, and seemed

glad. He lived until June 12, and passed away in

peace, and with a bright hope of eternal life.

We have many places that are calling for help,

and there is room for many ministers to take

charge of work and churches. Any who would

like to locate a minister and be assured of there

being plenty of work, will find here a field and a

glorious ripening harvest. Ministers and means is

what Oklahoma most needs.

Any minister, passing through the capital (Gu-

thrie) will please stop off and preach for the mem-
bers there. Notify J. H. Neher, No. 418 East Okla-

homa Avenue, and he will make all arrangements

and entertain any who will stop.

According to my judgment, there is no better

mission field in the world than Oklahoma. While

the people are poor, the east part of the Territory

furnishes an abundance of crops, and throughout

the whole territory there are precious souls to save,

that seem to be waiting for a chance to unite with

the Brethren. Many of the settlers have had the

influence of the church, and many of them are

Brethren's children that only need a little preach-

ing to win them for the church. Who will conse-

crate himself to work on the frontier? It is

hard work, but the crown, that Christ has in reser-

vation, will be the everlasting reward.

A. w. Austin,
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"Aa cold water to a thirsty BOnl, so la gnwl news Irom a far country."

PENNSYLVANIA.

Lewistown.—June 26 we held our 6rst council

in our new churchhouse in Lewistown. All busi-

ness was transacted in the spirit of love. We ex-

pect to hold our Communion meeting in our new

church in town sometime this fall —Sarah Spatwgle,

Ju*e 18

Yellow Creek Church.—Our Communion, June

12, was a pleasant one. Many members were with

us from the adjoining churches, as well as visiting

ministers. Bro. David Dilling, from Indiana, offici-

ated. On Sunday we had a children's meeting, ad-

dressed by brethren Brumbaugh, Bennett, and

Dilling.

—

Abram Steele, June lS.

York.—We have just enjoyed a special blessing.

The following ministering brethren, returning from

the Annual Meeting, stopped over at York and

preached for us: Bro. Levi S. Mohler, of Dills-

burg, Pa., on the evening of June 9; Bro. Francis,

of Pennsylvania, June 11; and Bro. Sprankle, of

Ohio, June 13. The latter preached two very inter-

esting sermons for us. We enjoyed this blessing

very much, and hope the brethren will come along

soon again. Lately two precious souls were re-

ceived by baptism and a number by letter. On the

evening of the 12th, Mr. Stoddard, of Washington.

D. C ,
gave us a lecture against "Secret Societies."

He is a strong opposer of this prevalent evil.

—

Abram S. Hersheyjune 18.

Tyrone.—Saturday evening, June 12, we held our

love feast, with good attendance. About thirty-

four members communed, and we feel that the

meeting was highly enjoyed by all. Brethren

Archie VanDyke, Samuel Cox and J. B. Brum-
baugh were present, and rendered valuable minis-

terial service. Several members were present from

other congregations, which also added much to our

enjoyment. By the unanimous voice of the church,

three brethren were elected deacons, w>, James
Miller, H. N. Stewart and P. Cox. Three have

been received into the church by baptism, and three

by letter, since April I. We had an average at-

tendance of eighty scholars at our Sunday school,

during the past quarter

—

W. S, Long; June 28.

Philadelphia. —A large congregation assembled

in the First Brethren church, of Philadelphia, to

day, for children's meeting. The services were in-

teresting and impressive. After singing there were
recitations of Scripture, etc., by the "little folks."

They were given a very interesting talk by Bro.

Frank Haas. In addition to preaching services,

the church at this place has Sunday school each
Sunday afternoon, prayer meeling Wednesday
evening, and Women's Bible Reading Friday even
ings.

—

Mollie Hooker, lSj2 Brantlywine Street, June
'7-

WISCONSIN.

Chippewa Valley Church —Bro. C. P. Rowland,
of Lanark, 111 , came to this church May 29. June
5 was our quarterly church meeting, preparatory to

holding our love feast, which occurred June 19
Sixty-four members surrounded the Lord's tables,

sixteen of them for the first time. Bro Rowland of
ficiated. The order was commendable. Bro. Row-
land preached twenty-four soul inspiring sermons,
while with us, and baptized eleven. Two applicants
await baptism. The church is much encouraged
by the labors of our dear brother, and we earnestly
hope he may be permitted to visit this church again.—B, E. Joyce, Durand, June 20.

NEBRASKA.

Kearney. — Another refreshing season Is just

past, but will long remain in our minds. Bro. S.

M. Forney began meetings June 22. Bro. C. E.
Arnold, of McPherson, Kans., came to assist in the
meetings, which continued till Sunday evening,
June 27. Bro. Arnold gave a talk on Paul's mis-
sionary journeys and a sermon each evening. Our
feast took place June 26, and was one of much
spiritual good. Bro. Arnold officiated. — E. M,
Snavely, June J»p.

Somerset.—This church met in quarterly coun-
cil June 19, with Eld. S. S. Ulery presiding, All

business was transacted pleasantly. One letter was
granted and one received. Sisters Anna Weimer
and Lizzie Brooks were appointed collectors of the

"One-cent Aid Plan," for orphans. Bro. A. E.
Miller was elected to make a reassessment of

church taxes. We appointed our love feast for

Sept. 4, at 10 A M. Brethren Joseph Spitzer and

J. H. Miller are expected to assist us in holding a

series of meetings in September and October. Our
Sunday schools are in a prosperous condition, with
Bro. George Frank and the writer as Superintend-
ents.

—

Otho Winger, Sweetser, Ind
, June 34.

Buck Creek Church.—Our quarterly council was
held June 26, and passed off in that spirit of love
which should characterize the people of God. We
decided to hold a Communion Oct. 8, beginning
at 10 A. M. We have an excellent Sunday school.

We use the Brethren's Quarterly, and are much
pleased with it. We have singing each Sunday at

5 o'clock, and use the " Brethren's Sunday School
Song Book." This book should be used in every
Sunday school.—/. B. Wi'-e, Mooreland, Ind.June 26

OHIO.

Tuscarawas Church.—May 29 was the time set

for our Communion We were favored with de-

lightful weather and a large attendance. Ministeri-

al force was abundant. The attention and order
were commendable. This was a feast long to be
remembered by those participating in the observ-
ance of the ordinances of God's house. I am sure

I am voicirg the sentiment of all, when I say that

complete satisfaction was ours while we did the

commandments. On Sunday morning the brethren

talked to the little folks. The expression on their

countenances told us they much enjoyed the servi-

ces, and that much good was done. May 16 I com-
menced a series of meetings in the Black River
church, Medina Co., Ohio, and closed on the 27th.

The meetings were well attended, and quite an in-

terest was awakened. Had we remained longer,

likely the immediate results would have been bet-

ter. I had the pleasure of attending the Annual
Meeting, and do not hesitate to pronounce it the
pleasantest meeting I ever attended. On Saturday
after Annual Meeting I attended a Communion
meeting in what is known as the Lower Cumber-
land church, Pa. The meeting was largely attend-
ed, and we much enjoyed our association with the
saints of that p'ace.—Reuben Shroyer, Pierce, Ohio,

June mj.
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INDIANA.

Goshen. — The Brethren of Goshen held their

feast June 17. A large assembly was present.

Brethren Andrew Hutchison, E. S. Young, and
others, helped to make the meeting interesting.

One was baptized. The day after the meeting we
had interesting sermons by brethren Hutchison and
Young—/. H. Miter, June 22,

Elkhart Valley.—We met in quarterly council

June 26. All business that came b-fore the meet-
ing was pleasantly disposed of. Bro. A. H. Puter-

baugh presided. Aug. 14 we shall hold our harvest

meeting. Oar Communion meeting will be Oct. 9.

—Josephus Wallace, Goshen, Ind, June 28.

Pleasant Dale.—On Sunday evening, June 20, w
held our missionary meeting, to raise funds for thi

work in India. We gave the children the first

chance. It was encouraging to see the little ones
contribute so cheerfully to the work of their

Blessed Master. At this meeting we raised S6 10.

to be distributed as Bro. Stover thinks best.—H. J.
Dilling, June 28.

Portland.—The little band of members, at this

place, met in quarterly council, June 5. We decid-

ed to have our love feast Sept. 29, and a series of

meetings through the month of October. Though
we are ofttimes almost discouraged, yet we feel to

press on in the good work, being strengthened by
the hope that our feeble efforts in his name may
be as " bread cast upon the waters.

—

Alice Garber,

June 28.

July 10,
1897J

IOWA.

Boon Eiver Church. — The members of thi s

church met in their regular quarterly council to-

day, with our elder, S. M. Miller, present, to con-
duct the meeting. All business passed off pl tas .

antly. We decided to hold our love feast Sept. i,

and 12, to begin at 10 A. M. A series of meetings
to begin Sept. 4, will be held in connection with
our love feast. All the Brethren are invited to at-

tend these meetings. Bro. Miller will remain with
us over Sunday and give us four sermons. We
have had no preaching since Bro. W. H. Eiken-
berry moved away, the latter part of Februa-
ry. Bro. J. Eikenberry moved to Minnesota near
Worthington, leaving us without a minister. There
is a great opportunity for work in our territory,

which consists of Hancock and Wright Counties.

There is quite an increased interest in the work of

the church, Our Sunday school convenes at 10 A.
M„ and is conducted by Bro. J. E. McFarlen. So-
cial meeting is held immediately after Sunday
school. We have song services each Sunday even-

ing. Brethren intending to change their location,

are invited to visit our country. Especially do we
urge this upon the ministering brethren, as we are

greatly in need of a good, active minister.—DaniH
Aschenbrenner, Slilson, Iowa, June 12,

Libertyville. — The Brethren here held their

council June 26. There was much love manifested

among the members. Eld. J. G. Royer, of Mt.

Morris, is booked for a series of meetings at our

place, beginning Oct. 10, and continuing to the 31st.

Our Communion meeting will be Oct. 29, at 3. P.

M. One was lately received by baptism.—Abra-
Itam Wolf, June 28.

Spring Creek.—This church met in quarterly

council June 11. June 12 and 13 we held our love

feast. There was but one minister present, that be-

ing our elder, Bro. Harvey Eikenberry, of Greene,

Iowa About forty members communed. We had
good meetings and large crowds all the time.

—

Bes-

sie Gillam, Fredericksburg, Iowa, June 26.

ILLINOIS.

Cerrogordo.— During the past week I visited the

Brethren of the Cerrogordo and Oakley churches.

I also visited Bro. D B. Gibson, of the Milmine
church. In each of these churches I find a number
of excellent young people, a majority of whom are

in the church. Here I also find those who have

been with us in school and Bible work, every one

of whom has a desire to return, to take more work.

One of the best things that could be done for the

spiritual welfare of our churches, would be to af-

ford as many of the young brethren and sisters as

possible, the advantages offered by our schools.

—

/. G. Royer, July 3.

Sterling.—The love feast in (he Sterling church,

June 26 and 27, was one of the most successful

meetings we have yet had in this city. The at-

tendance was good, the weather was delightful, and

the Lord's spirit was manifest in all of the sessions

of the meeting. Over one hundred members corn-

led. The ministerial help was ample. Bro. D.

Eby officiated. One of the most interesting

parts of the mee'ing was a children's meeting, held

the second day at 3 P. M. This meeling was

largely attended, and Bro. M. W. Emmert spoke

to the children to profit. We were impressed with

the fact, that we must do more to instruct and

guide our youth in the ways of the Lord.

—

P. R.

Kellnerjune 28.
MICHIGAN.

Chippewa Creek.— Our love feast was truly a

feast to the soul. Among the visiting brethren

present were Eld. D. Chambers and J. W Lair,

inisters from the Sugar Ridge church, who did

ost of the preaching. We were made to rejoice

1 see two dear souls come to Christ a few days

before oir feast. Bro Charles Smith was chosen

to the office of deacon. Thirty seven communicants

(ere seated around the tables. We feel encour-

ged to see our dear brethren and sisters from ad-

joining congregations with us at these meetings.

Come again 1

—

W. F.Jehnzen, Rodney, Mich., June 21,
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d 10, at B-o. George Ack-

:st of Portis, Kans. Meet

in"S will begin on Friday night and continue over

Sunday. The members were made to rejoice to-

day, when we learned that an aged man, who had

come forty mill's with some of our dear members to

our council, and to be with us over Sunday,— de-

manded baptism this morning. It was a scene

that will not soon be forgotten—John F. Cline, Oak-

vale, Kans., June 26.

WEST VIROINIA.

Charleston.—The lew members here enjoyed an-

other love feast last Wednesday evening. We had

services five evenings during the week. Three pre-

cious souls were added to the church,—one young

brother and two very young sisters. Others are

standing just outside of the kingdom,—almost per-

suaded to be Christians. On Saturday, the 19th,

we went about sixteen miles, to Witchers Creek,

where we attended another love feast with the

members located there. Elders S. W. Riner and A.

B. Duncan attended both love feasts.

—

A. Haws,

church at District Meeting. Arrangements

were also made for our feast which will be July 3.

Eld. Joseph Glick was present and gave us some
good admonitions and also otherwise assisted us.

He expects to stay in Northern Texas at least two

months. He preached for us Saturday night and

Sunday, and at night at the Colony schoolhouse.

Owing to much rain this spring, farmers are so far

behind with their work, thit they do not attend

meeting at night, consequently we had preaching

on Thursday and Friday night in town, and ex-

pect to hold meetings there this week.

—

A.J. Wine,

June 28.
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er that feels like taking up city work should write

to the Secretary, S. L. Shaver, Troutville, Va —A
Haws, June 22.

NORTH DAKOTA.

Kenmare.—The members here met in special

council, and decided, by unanimous vote, to organ

ize July 17. We will be glad to have visiting mem
bers with us at that time. We have regular servi

ces every two weeks in Kenmare. We have sixteen

members here now, and decided to organize a Sun-

day school July 4. We have two ministers and

deacon. We have had fine rains, and prospects are

encouraging for crops

—

A. W. Hawbaker, June 2.

OKLAHOMA TERRITORY.

Big Creek Church. -We met in quarterly coun-

cil June 19. All business before the meeting was

disposed of in a pleasant manner. We reorganized

our Sunday school and elected Bro. Benjamin Bur-

nett, Superintendent. Our altendance is good at

bolh church and Sunday school. Since my last re-

port four precious souls have been made willing to

forsake sin, and to be baptized—Maria Edgecomb,

Plumb, Payn: Co., Oklahoma, June 26.

IDAHO.

Cameron.—June 18 I was called to Moscow, Ida-

ho, to baptize a sick lady. Her coming to the

church had an influence on those about her that, we

think, may result in other additions. While there

we held three meetings, and June 20 a young broth-

er was also received by baptism. This makes four

additions to the Moscow church by baptism, and

one reclaimed, since April I. They have a good

churchhouse, three deacons and about twenty

members living within one mile of Moscow, but no

minister. The country is well adapted to small

grain and vegetables, and some varieties of fruit.

Tame grass does well in the valleys. Who will be

the minister to say, " Here am I, Lord; send me? "

—Enoch Faw,June'>4.

Special District Meeting.

On account of the Annual Meeting for 1898 be.

ing in Northern Illinois, it becomes necessary for

the officers of the last District Meeting to call

special meeting for the purpose of taking steps to

locate the Annual Meeting, and also to make oth-

er necessary arrangements. For this purpose there

will be a special meeting at Polo, 111., Aug. 4,

commencing at 10 A. M., and at this meeting all

the churches in our State District should be rep-

resented by delegates as far as possible. In order

to avoid the necessity of churches electing dele-

gates, the delegates to the last District Meeting

may serve and answer every necessary purpose.

We trust to see a full representation at this meet-

ing, as it is important that all the churches take

part in it. This notice is given by the authority

and request of the officers of our last District

Meeting. D. E Price, Moderator.

From Kearney, Nebr.

Since I last wrote from Berwyn, Nebr., we held

meetings in the mission field of Nebraska, in Cus-

ter, Loup, Rock and Keyapaha Counties. The

meetings were fairly well attended, considering the

busy season, and the interest was good. The Lord

blessed the work, and nine more dear souls were

added to the chuich by baptism, five of whom were

previously reported by Bro. J C Wright, of Miller,

Nebr.

Since my return home I had the pleasure of at-

tending the love feast at Juniata, Silver Lake and

Wood River church feast. All of these

II attended, both by members and

At our home feast we enjoyed the labors of Bro.

C. E. Arnold, of McPherson, Kans., which was

much enjoyed by us all. S. M. Forney.

June 2S.

From Hollywood, Ala.

Since our last notes, Bro. D. E. Bowman, of

Hope Fla„ made us a very pleasant visit and seems

to think favorably of our country. Sunday, June

27, we filled our first appointment outside of Holly-

wood at Ships Chapel. This point is three miles

east of here, near the Tennessee R'ver. We hope to

meet with the people of that place on the fourth

Sunday of each month. One elderly gentleman

told us that he had not b-en to a church service be-

fore in five years, and assured us that he will try to

come next time.

In speaking of the discourse he said, " I tell you

the shoe fit many of them to day. He did not say

whether it lit himself.

There is one good thing I wish to say for this part

of Alabama, for the encouragement of those who
contemplate locating in the South,—there is not a

saloon in this (Jackson) County.

I wish to s ry to some good young brother who has

some means and who wishes to make teaching his

a good opening at Holly-

Some good teacher should

of that kind here.

meetings 1

ndable manifested by

exceptic
others. A
old and young, with a

however, still room for improvement in our conse-

cration and deportment, when attending these sac-

red feasts of charity. I> will be well for us to read

occasionally I Cor. 11: 17-34, Jude 12 and 2 Pet.

2: 13-15, that we may avoid the evils that might be

incurred from an improper use of these sacred priv-

ileges. Many of our young members need much

fatherly instruction on this line and we older ones

may profit by it.

At Juniata I had the pleasure of meeting Bro. C.

B.Smith, of Pickrell, Nebr., our co-laborer in the

Nebraska mission, with his companion.

No one enjoys the meeting of friends more than

those who share the burdens and sorrows of life to-

gether. Oh, if only a way could be opened by

which our Brotherhood could learn the true condi-

tion of the mission work in our home district, there

would be an awakening, that would arouse our souls

to respond liberally to the support of the work, but

I fear many of us will awake when it can be said,

life-work, that the

wood for an acade:

take hold of an enterpri

ow encouraging it is to hear of a good and har-

ious Annual Meeting, as one faithful brother

has written us, saying, "We have just passed through

glorious Annual Meeting at Frederick, Md."

E. J. Neher.
Hollywood, Ala

,
June 28,

From Minnesota.

Bro. 0. J.
Beaver began meetings here May 2g

nd continued until June 20. He preached thirty

The meetings

pleasant pi;

The first we

re held in a large shed,—a very

ly a few rods from our door.

k the meetings were not so well at-

ainy weathei

the interest incr

:r. Saturday, Jui

was a delightful

Forty membe

buttended, on account of cool 3

as the weather became fair.

and the crowds became larg

our love feast occurred. It

ing, and many were present.

muned. No visiting ministers were present besides

Bro. Beaver.

On Sunday morning we had children's meeting.

Quite a number of the little folks were present.

Two Sunday schools were represented. They were

addressed by some of the brethren and sisters, and

all seemed to enjoy the meeting.

Sunday afternoon baptism was administered to

three applicants at the beautiful lake at Worthing-

ton. It was, indeed, a beautiful scene. About 300

people witnessed the administration of the sacred

rite.

While the baptizing was being done, Bro. Beaver

was preaching to the people on the shore, and

another brother was busy distributing tracts among

the people. Bro. Beaver made it very plain to

them just why we perform baptism the way we do.

After the feast the meetings became more inter-

esting from evening to evening, and on Thursday

four more precious souls were baptized, making

seven in all. We have great reason to believe that

many more were almost persuaded. The Word was

preached with such power, that some could scarcely

resist the forcible appeals. Our meetings closed on

Sunday evening with a full house. We cannot help

but say that we had a very successful meeting, and

we feel very much built up and encouraged. We

have a membership of forty now, and will organize

in the near future. We have an earnest band of

young members here, and all are anxious to do

their duty. We are needing a meetinghouse very

much and hope, ere long, to be favored with one.

Lizzie Hilarv.

Worthinglon, Minn June 21.
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From the Woodberry Church, Baltl

On Sunday. June

(.iviir.ibly known In

pleasure of being

13. Sis Ho
:ople, gave us the

h us in Sunday school,

:ellent and unusually in-

Howe is well equipped

for the responsible position which she

ably fdling. She is right at home among the

children, and Sunday school work seems to bi

her special delight.

By means of the blackboard, and othe

s of herown manufacture, she neve:

o reach the children. - All the attendant:

r school were very attentive, and eagerly

ed to the interesting talk, given them by

if we do not do all m
everywhere, will no

hold us responsible-

Word shall not retu

iisier How
On the

Sanger ga

pleasant surprise, by again

midst. He preached for us t

On Tuesday evening, Jun

McCann preached an earne

sermon for us.

407 St. Paul St., Baltimore,

ling, Bro. S. A

IS, Bro. S. N.

, soul-inspiring

J. S. Lau.
Id., June 2?.

From Western Pennsylvania.

At the requ>

fioard of We:
I [on 1 of the Mission

, I give this

brief report, We met at Somerset, Ju:

reorgani/e. As brethren Wm. Lint, of Meyers

dale, and C, A. Just, of Rockwood, were no

present, we retained the officers elected a yeai

ago for the ensuing year: Chairman, Eld. W
G. Sbrock, of Brotherton; Secretary, Eld. H
A. Stahl, of Glade; Treasurer, P, J. Blough

of Hooversvilte. Considerable business was

brought before the meeting, perhaps the most

important, the building of a house of worship

at Cokeville. A committee composed of three

members of the board will visit the place in the

near future and report at our next meeting.

We have arranged to fill all calls for preach-

ing. We earnestly request all isolated mem-
bers, who do not have their wants supplied, to

call for preaching by communicating with any
one of the Mission Board. Especially would
we request and urge all elders to notily us o:

any place where good might be done or mis
sions established,— places which cannot besup
plied by the home church. Any one knowing
the names of isolated brethren, would confer s

favor by reporting such persons to any one o

the board. By God's help we will try to d<

more in the future than ever before. Grea
missions can be established and churche:

planted by the co-operation of all lovers

Christ, especially the elders and ministers

We need funds to carry on the work success

fully, and it is hoped that each church wil

have an active solicitor at woik. Who cannoi

give twenty-live cents? Many can give thai

ny dollars and feel all the better. May the

can, to have it preached

our Heavenly Father

for the failure? His

n unto him void. He
what he did of Ezekiel:

"And thou shalt speak my words unto them,

whether they will bear, or whether they will

forbear." Ezra 2: 7. Let us do this!

A. Hutchison.

Sidney, Ohio, Mission.

Our mission here is moving alcng qu
encouragingly, with a growing interest. Yi

terday, the last Lord's Day of June, was qui

a busy day for us. We had Sunday school

at 9:30 A. M., preaching at 11 A. M. At 4

P. M. we met at the riverbank, m
where we had a season of worship, after which
we administered baptism to two brethren,—
one of them a teacher in our Sunday school,

The work brought to his heart such strong

convictions that he could not resist them, and
now be is happy.

We met again at 7:30 for song service and
had preaching at 8 to a large congregation

After the

Lord bless our weak efforts in sol:

and working for his causel P. J. Blough,
Hooversvilte, Pa.

The Chicago Mission.

It was my privilege and great pleasure to

attend a love feast with the Father's little band
of workers in this great city, and while the

number of guests, at the table of the Lord, was
very small, when compared with the feasts

which I had attended in Northern Indiana, last

week, yet all the essential elements to make a
love feast real, were in this small number, as
fully as in the larger bodies of members.
Those who have never attended any of our

city missions, have a very vague idea of the
amount of work and anxiety, and even per-
plexity, which must be experienced by those
who are engaged in this great work. But I am
happy to note, that the brethren and sisters

whose heads, hearts and bands are engaged
in the work here, are earnestly pressing on
towards victory.

If our people, throughout the Brotherhood,
could see lor themselves the amount of work
that is being done by those who are engaged
in this work, ibe city missions would not need
to go begging for the means necessary to

keep the work going. We ought to look at

this work of preaching the Word of the Lord
in every city and country, from a true Bible
stand-point. Jesus says: "And this gospel of
the kingdom shall be preached in all the
world for a witness unto all nations." Matt.

24: 14- Here we see the purpose for which
it shall be preached,— for a witness. Now,

ition was given, One young man ap-

plied for membership, and will be baptized

t Lord's Day at 4 P. M. We also received

members by letter recently,

ur social meeting, on Thursday evening,

which we recently organized, will prove help-

y us here, so we thank God and take
courage.

mistering brethren passing through our

are invited to stop with us and preach
. We have preaching each Lord's Day
ing and evening, and can have meeting

through the week, each evening, by giving us

few days' notice. H. C. Longaneckhr.
72Q South St., June 28.

From Donnet's Creek, Ohio.

-MATRIMONIAL-

TOPPER-EMIG.-At the residence of the
bride's parents, Pioneer, Ohio, June 24, 1897,

by the undersigned, Bro. John H. Topper, of

De Kalb County, Ind., and Sister Ida J. Emig,
of Williams County, Ohio. J, W. Keiser.

I have just returned from another Annual
Meetirlg, which makes twenty-nine such gath-

erings that I have been permitted to attend in

succession. We had a very pleasant meeting
and plenty of hard work, as all know who were
members of Standing Committee. We arc

glad lo know that all passed off pleasantly,

and, we trust, for the good of the cause of

Christ.

We found the dear ones at borne, who had
been afflicted so long, somewhat better. We
thank the Lord for his care over us all.

May 20 we had a very pleasant love feast in

New Carlisle. The best of order prevailed.

Some people think we cannot have good
order in town. That is a mistake; there
we have the very best. Eld. I. J. Rosenberger
officiated. We had council-meeting at Don-

5 Creek last Saturday. Much business was
sacted. Elders Henry Gump and I. Ben-
Trout were with us. We appointed a love

feast for Oct. 9, at 10 A, M., in the Donnel's
Creek house. One precious soul was restored

fellowship. Two were baptized since my
t notes, Bro. Trout preached for us last

Sunday. Henry Frantz.
Forgy, Ohio, June 22.

From Buchanan, Mich.

hurch enjoyed

iled. Before

dear brother

K members of the Berric

iving love feast season

Spirit of the Lord pr.

the Communion services oi

mute) was baptized, and
> Savior. A choice was held for a minister
d deacon, which resulted in the election of

Bro. J. C. Replogle to the ministry, and Bro.

enry Troyer to the deacon's office.

Brethren I. D. Parker, G. D. Zollcrs, and
Henry Neff greatly encouraged us by their
presence and words of teaching and admo-

During the progress of the meeting Bro. E.
A. Beckwilh, who was unable to attend the
feast on account of sickness, and who bad not
missed a love feast here for thirty-five years,

1 request to be anointed. So, on the fol-

lowing evening, a small number of brethren
isters assembled at the home of Brother

and Sister Beckwilh, and the

nistered, after which a C
held, in which twelve members participated.

.s a solemn, yet soul-cheering, occasion,
and greatly revived Bro. Beckwith and his
faithful companion. Ellen Roosa,
June 33,

)inting •

.. FALLEN + ASLEEP ...

GUYER.—In the Turkey Creek church,
Ind., at Nappanee, Feb. 13, 1S97, Amy Guyer,
aged 83 years, 7 months and 24 days, She had
gone to the above place to atte'nd meeting,
took sick, and in a few days died. She was
married to Jacob Armey, Dec. 25, 1834. To
this union were born eight children, of whom
six preceded her to the spirit world. The
writer and one daughter still survive. Father
died in August, 1874, aged 63 years, 7 months
and 8 days. A few years later, mother was
married to John Guyer, who also preceded her

to the spirit world. Mother united with the
Brethren or Dunker church, in the Bear Creek
church, Montgomery County, Ohio, in 1851,

and remained faithful until death. Services by
Bro. G. B. Shively, assisted by J. C. Murray.

Joseph S. Armey.

ALGER.—Near Honey Creek, Ind., June n,
1897, David Francis Alger, aged 20 years, 5
months and 6 days. He was the son of Abn

(deceased) and sister Susan Alger. Ft
I services by Bro. Henry L. Fadely at tb

the old churchhouse. Text, Job 14: 14. Intei

ent at the Miller cemetery.

MAUCK—At the same place, June 27, 189;

Clarence Verl Mauck, son of Jesse and Sophi
Mauck, aged 10 days. Services by Bro. Henr
L. Fadely. Text, Luke 18: 16.

Florida
J. E. Green.

MIDDAUGH.—In the Covina congregatior
Cal., June 17, 1897, Sister Esther Middaugh,
aged 63 years. While passing from one room
into another she dropped to the floor a corpse,

It is comforting to know she was prepared tc

go. Services by the writer from John 11:26.

J. S. MOHLER.

BASHOR.—In the St. Vrain church, Colo.,

June 15, 1897, Sister Elizabeth Bashor, aged 77
years, 1 month and 2 days. Deceased was born
in Tennessee, April 17, 1S20. Funeral services
were conducted by the writer, Bro. Levi
Whistler, and Mr. Zimmerman, pastor of the
U. B. church, of Hygiene, Colo.

A. C. Snowiierger.

SERBER.—Near Pittsburg, Ohio, June 22,

1897, Mary Etta, daughter of Robert and Cath-
arine Serber, aged 26 years, 11 months and 13
days. Foneral by Eld. Tobias Kreider. In-

terment in the Mote cemetery.

Levi Minnich.

SNIDEMAN.—At Honey Creek, Ind., June
23, '897, Christina Snideman {net Ritchey),

years, 1 month and 18 days. De-
ceased was born May 8, 1808, in Rockingham

ty, Va, She was married to John Snide-
in 1832. They united with the German

Baptist church in 1846. They moved to near
Honey Creek, Ind., in 1836, where they resided

death. To them were born ten children,

of whom two are yet living. Her funeral took
: at Bethel. Services by Eld, L. W. Tee-
Text, John 5; 24 and 29. Interment at

Bethel cemetery. Florida J. E. Green.

ALLDREDGE.—In the bounds of the An-
:rson congregation, 214 Cincinnati Avenue,

Anderson, Ind., June 24, 1897, little Paul Je-

of Bro. J. S. and Sister Leathy L.

Alldredge, aged 2 months and 20 days. Fu-
1 conducted by Eld. F. Fesler. Text,
e master is come and calleth for thee."

John 11: 28. S. A. Emswiler.

WILKINS.—In the Woodstock church, 111

,

me 9, 1897, Sister Fannie B. Wilkins, aged 31

:ars, 6 months and 15 days. She selected, for

:r funeral text. Matt. 9: 24. The funeral serv-

es were conducted by the writer, assisted by
Bro.Ryman. S. A. Shaver.

LAPE.—In the Quemahoning church, Som
set Co., Pa., June 22, 1897, Bertha Rachel
ape, daughter of Bro. William and Sister

Ellen Lape, aged 1 year, 10 months and 22

days. Funeral services by S, P. Zimmerman,
Levi Blough (Mennonite), and the undersigned,

E, J, &LOUQH,

SULLENBERGER.-Near Arcanum,
Ohi

June 25, 1897, Ada, oldest daughter of WiUja
'

and Sarah Sullenberger, aged 1 1 years
months and 26 days. Ada was always a ver!
pleasant and obedient little girl, and a briRrJSunday school pupil. Funeral by Eld.

Jess
Stutsman, from Luke 8: 52. Interment in

|n
Abbottsville cemetery. Levi Minnich

'

YOUNG.—In the Raccoon Creek church
Montgomery Co., Ind., May 13, 1897, Mollie
Caylor Young, aged 21 years, 9 months and j,

days. She was married to Carl Young July 3 ,

To this union were born two children ~i

and daughter. The son preceded
h'er

four days, She left a daughter four days old

id a husband. Mollie was born near NobW
lie, Hamilton Co., Ind. In February, igRg

le, with her parents, moved to York Couniy[
Nebr., where, in March, 1889, she united with

Brethren church. Funeral services by
Eld. William Harshbarger, from Amos 4: i 3>

latter clause. Mollie A. Neff. I

COMER.—In the bounds of the Bethel con.
gregation, Holt Co., Mo., June 9, 1897, Bro,

Henry H. Comer, aged 33 years, 8 months and 6
days. Funeral occasion improved June 20, by

J. D. Hildebrand and the writer, from

1.4:6,7.8. JoelGlick.

KREWSON.—In the bounds of the Fair-

view church, Appanonse Co., Iowa, June 20,

1897, Sister Rachel Krewson {nee Philipps),

wife of Bro. W. A. Krewson, aged 31 years, 1

month and 5 days. Deceased united with the

Brethren church in June, 1889, She leaves a

husband and four small children. She ex-

pressed herself as ready to go, but sorry 10

leave her children. Funeral occasion im-

proved by the writer, at the home of the de-

ceased, from Isa. 38: i. J. H. Keller.

KELTNER.—In the Olive Branch congre-

gation, at his home, southwest of Ames, Iowa,

May 5, 1897, Bro. Morgan Keltner. Deceased
was born in Tennessee, Oct. 1, 1811. He
moved from Tennessee to Illinois, and, in 1839,

moved to Jefferson County, Iowa. In 1854 he

moved to Ames. He was the father of seven

sons and three daughters. One of the daugh-
ters and two of the sons, along with the moth-
er, preceded him to the great beyond. Bro.

Keltner was an exemplary Christian, a genial

gentleman, and a good neighbor. His death

was due to a complication of diseases, ter-

minating in dropsy of the heart. He called

for the elders and'was anointed Jan 17, 1897.

Emily A. Keltner.

DRIVER.—In the Linville Creek churcb,

Rockingham Co., Va,, May 21, 1897, Bro. Lew-
is Driver, aged 77 years, 4 months and 1 day,

Bro. Driver united with the church about thir-

ty years ago, and lived an exemplary Christian

: was a kind father and husband. He
widow and five children, all members

of the church, Surrounded with a large circle

of relatives, children and grandchildren.friends

and neighbors, his remains were laid to rest in

quiet little cemetery near his home. Funer-

I services conducted by the writer and Bro,

I. B. Trout, from 2 Cor. 5: 1-4. D. Hays.

FREED.—In the bounds of the Bethel con-

gregation, Holt County, Mo., March 24, 1897,

Elmira Freed, daughter of friend El-

id Mrs. Freed, aged 4 months and 16

Funeral services by the undersigned,

from Isa. 64: 6, middle clause. Joel Glick.

BERG.— In the Sterling church, 111., June

, 1897, Russel M. Berg, son of Bro. William

and Sister Emma Berg, aged 9 months and

28 days. Funeral conducted by Eld. Philip

ice, of the Mennonite church.

P. R. Keltner,

GATES.— In Bedford County, Pa., April 27,

197, Nathaniel Gates, aged 23 years, 3 months

and 24 days. He came to his death in this

inner: On the evening of April 27 he and

of his brothers left their homes, near

itesville, for Potter County. They boarded

fieight train, and had gone a distance o(

about ten miles, when the car, in which they

e, was thrown off the track. The conduct-

and three Gates brothers jumped off the

. In jumping Nathaniel was thrown, strik-

ing the back part of his head against an iron,

crushing the skull. He lived only about an

iour and a half after the accident. He leaves

. wife, a one-year-old daughter, father, mother

nd brothers. He united with the Brethren

hurch two years ago and lived faithful until

death. Funeral services by brethren D. '*>

Clapper, John K, Bowser and David Stayer.

Harry Buhket,
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GRAFFIUS.-Near Lewistown, Pa., May

, 7
1897, L y dia GTace

>
daughter of Millard and

cjsier Ag»es Graffms, aged 2 years, 9 mouths

and 4 days. Funeral services by H. A. Span-

Text, " Suffer little chi'dri

:, and forbid them not."

Sarah Spanogl

STEELE.—At her home, near Monmouth,

Kans., June 4, 1897, of consumption, Sarah

Steele, aged 54 years, 5 months and 17 days.

She was a member of the Cumberland Presby-

terian church. She leaves a kind husband,

lwo daughters and four sons. She bore hei

sickness with much patience and Christian

resignation. Funeral services by E. M. Wolfe,

Irom 2 Sam. 14: t4> Pink Wolfe.

KURTS—In the Buffalo Valley church,

Union Co., Pa., June 2, 1897, Sister Catharine,

wife of Bro. Stephen Kurts, deceased, aged 93

years, 9 months and 25 days. Funeral services

conducted by the writer. J. L. Bkavhr.

BOYD.—In the bounds of the Salamonie

church, Huntington Co., Ind., June 13, 1897,

Catharine Shultz, aged 53 years, n months

and 22 days. Deceased was born near New-
castle, Henry Co., Ind., June 21, 1843. Soon

after, herparents moved to Huntington County

and settled on a farm near Lancaster. Oct

18, 1863, she was united in marriage to John H
Boyd. To them were born three children,

—

two daughters and one son,—who, wilh the hus-

band, aged mother, two brothers and three sis>

ters, still remain. In 1867 she united with the

German Baptist church and remained ac
sistent member until death. She retired

Saturday evening in comparatively good
health. Sometime during the night her spirit

took its flight. The husband woke in

morning and called her, but heard no respi

Arising from his bed he found her eyes closed

in death. Funeral and interment at Lancaster,

June 14. O.C.Ellis.
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LOVE FEASTS.

, Springfield church, Mogadoi

• ADVERTISEMENTS •

Do You Want Fine Stock?

oS!f
MOU»"«M. Bl.orM.om cttle, .nu Bunu»«>«ohi.,„,. w,m „„„„„,

„

44;

B. L. CARTER, Girard, 111., «*>

Dry Goods, Shoes, Etc

Baltimore City Church.

Well Pleased with the
Song Book.

For 3S cents we will send a copy of the above
named book and a coupon for same am
which will be accepted for 35 cents on fir

der of 12 or more books at S3.60 per dozen pre-

paid. Address:

Brethren Publishing House,
Mt. Morris, 111.

James T. Quinlan,
SHIPPING & COMMISSION MERCHANT

30S S. Charles St., Baltimore, Md.

The Cyclone Dust Collector

Do You Sing?
If so.have you examined the Brethren Si

day School Song Book? It is a well-arranged

and carefully-selected collection of songs suita-

ble for the Sunday SlIuhiI, I'rayer Mealing "t

Social Gathering.

Thousands of them have been sold, and to

introduce the book this offer is made to Sun-

day School Superintendents and Choristers.

Order a copy, either round or shaped notes,

accompanied with 35 cents, the retail price,

and we will send the book and a coupon good
for 35 cents on the first dozen books or

dered at the regular price, ?j.6o per dozen pre

paid. Address:

Brethren Publishing House,

Mt. Morri

Classified Minutes of Annual Meeting.

Not all the members of our church have

that perfect knowledge of our principles, that

is so desirable. Others there are who are well

acquainted with the church as it exists, but

who would like to know something of her past

history, as regards her gradual growth and de-

velopment. In fact, all who are interested in

the welfare of the church, that is so dear to all

. should have access to a complete com-

on, such as is found in the "Classified

Minutes ot Annual Meeting," with the appen-

dix, containing the Minutes up to the year

802. We sell this work at only $1.50 for cloth

binding, Be sure to send for a copy while the

;pply ia still on band. Those who have the

old tdition of the "Classified Mlnstei," can

have the " Appeadli " la separata bladfaf for

alp a| cut*. AtMmi tbli office,

Teeter's Commentary.

You shou.d, by alt means, have the

New Testament Commentary, because

I, It is non-sectarian,

2. It is brief and to the point.

3. No effort is made to evade the sense of .-

•
; ingletext, however unpopular.

4. It Is Impartial in its explanation of all

texts, whether doctrinal, practical, or historical

5. It does not buulcn the reader with length)
speculative theories.

6. More actual knowledge may be gained ir

a given time of its study, than of others, be
1 lUSC of its close adherence to the text.

7. Its arrangement Is simple, and easil)

comprehended, by even the ordinarily cducal

S Its style ol language is especially adapt'
ed to the common reader.

9. Seven helps are nsnaJly round, on cact

page to get at the truth, vie,,

(i) The Authorized (or common) Version 01

the New Testament.

(2) The Revised Version of the New Testa

(3) The usual marginal references of the Au
iboriied Version following each verse.

(4) The best marginal readings of the Au
Ghomed Version.

(5) The marginal readings of the Revlsco

r, -.- i.'l-.rmory notes on the text.

(7) The references in the notes, (a) to othe

cotes, directly on the subject or in comparisoi

with it; {d) to other texts, directly on the sub

10. It is a safe book to have in a family 01

children, because (1) it will lead them into th<

truth, and (2) keep them out of religious error

II. The small price asked for it is as nothing

compared with \h>- preru ^nnd that may be hac

t'fom a diligent study of it by all classes of per

sons. (!) It will impress the unconverted tc

need the bidding of Christ, "Come unto me,'

etc. (2) It will tuiiip the Christian to "give s

reason of the hope that is in " him, (3) It will

aid the Sunday school worker in the study ol

bis New Testament lesson. (4) It will furnisr

dae minister with many subjects among thr

ac-tss, sufficiently expanded for the ground

directly in line with the sens'

Th

Bound in cloth, per set, - - - {40
Bound in half leather, - - • 4 5
Bound in morocco, .... 5

On receipt of price the two volumes will b

sent prepaid to any part of the United States

Good terms to agents desiring to canvass to

the work. Address:

Doctrinal Outlines

Is a book of 77 closely-printed pages that is

growing in favor wherever it is known. It is a

work for ministers, Sunday school workers and

others, containing outlines on the following:

Historical, Doctrinal, Missionary, Secret Soci-

eties, Homiletics, Revivals, The Sunday Scbcol

The Home.
It is highly prized in Smyrna. (See page 41

of Messenger.) Order soon, as the number
hand is limited. Price, paper cover 15

ts; cloth, 25 cents, prepaid,

Brethren Publishing House,

Mt. Morris. III.

Tbe Doctrine of the Brethren Defended.

We are admonished by the apostle to give a

eason to every man of the hope that is in us.

Mten we are interrogated upon points of

church doctrine on which we cannot give the

iesired information, and would be glad to

inow just where to get it. " The Doctrine of

the Brethren Defended " contains a complete

exposition of the Faith and Practice of the

Brethren, the Divinity of the Holy Spirit, Im-

on. Feet-washing, the Lord's Supper, the

Holy Kiss, Non-conformity, Secret Societies,

Price, per copy, cloth binding, li.3$;to|

ministers, $1,00. Address this office for farther
j

particulars concerning term! to agent*,

Our Publications.

Children at Work.—Weekly; well-illnstra-

:d; contains the Sunday school lesson, with
explanation, etc., adapted to the understanding
of small children. No better publication can
be fonnd for the little boys and girls of oor
Sunday schools.

10 coplei. per quarter!
." .* .' .' .' .' .' .' .' .' .' .' .'

."accent!
ncoptM, per quarter:

4„ „nta
Thb following is the list of the periodicals,

Snnday School Helps, etc.

The Uospel Messenger—A large, religious

weekly,—published in the interest of the Breth-
ren or German Baptist church and their only
recognized church organ, Price, $1.50 per

The Young Dlaclple—An illustrated week-
ly for the young. This is one of the most in-

teresting Sunday school papers published, and
should be used in all the schools within reach
of our people.

1 s*

Brethren's Family Almanac—Every lam*
ily should have this Almanac; complete In ev-
ery way. Price, per copy, 10 cents; special

terms to energetic agents.

Brethren's Quarterly.—Prepared lor all ad-
vanced classes. It contains the lesson texts
and a complete explanation of the lesson

throughout. In preparing this quarterly we
keep constantly In view the needs ol the
Brotherhood, and aim to fatly adapt ll to their

Single ubicrlptlon, one year » cents

- .IK ci

Juvenile Quarterly—Prepared especially

for the intermediate classes, This is one of the

neatest, and best illustrated quarterlies pub-
lished, The pictures are selected with great

care, and every lesson is illustrated. Tbe little

folks are delighted with It,

6 coplet. per quarter, ; cants
• coplae and ow K cut. «ack

Sunday School Supplies.—We keep any
thing that is used in Sunday school work,

Write us for prices on goods not adver*

Sunday School Reward Cards.—Our stocb

of cards is large and presents a variety

in styles and prices so as to please all.

Please send us a trial order and be con-

d, extra flue, lUeBHxSH,. .

aLandHoape,aliB8x6M
1 Landioape, Blie BxOH
and Landioape, alie 8«x6«,

.

1 Landscape, itae SMxd&. . . .

nery, slae BKxB*

02xIM>.

Other Melpa.—We are prepared to furnish

Bible Dictionaries, Commentaries, Maps, and

Bibles of every description. Always write as

before ordering elsewhere.

When ordering cards be tare to

!i and price as well as tbs same, 1

may bs ao mistake.

thai tbera
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LOVE FEASTS.

!., Allegbanyolmr<

FARMING

LANDS

A GRAND SUCCESS!

...THE FOURTH...

Great Northern Excursion!

NORTH DAKOTA.

The Fourth Annual Excursion of ri

seekers to North Dakota under llie auspic

the (Jreat Northern Railway left Chicago

March 30th, and by accessions on leaving St.

Paul, the party numbered 1.457* This was

the largest train of actual settlers ever moved

at one time by any railway in the world.

The excursion of 1S96 numbered 1,000; the

excursion of 1895 numbered over 450; the ex-

cursion of 1S0.4 numbered over 300. Each year

the number has increased, indicating the gen-

eral satisfaction of the Brethren with North

Dakota, as there are now settlements at seven-

teen different points along the Oreat Northern

Railway.

During the Spring and Summer of 1897 it is

the purpose of the undersigned to send small

parties of settlers to that State who desire to

pick out free government homesteads or to

buy farms on the crop payment plan. Persons

who wish to join these parties, orwant informa-

tion about North Dakota, are invited to write

for publications and full particulars.

MAX BASS,

South Clark St. Chicago, 111,

From Kearney, Buffalo Co., Nebr.

Nebraska is a farming and a stock raising

country. Good soil, mild climate, easy cul-

tivation and good railroad facilities make it

a most desirable place for our Brethren. Ne-
braska stands at the head or all States in ed-

ucation, having only three per cent of her pop-
ulation that can not read or write. Our schools

are free and well endowed with State funds.

Taxes are low. Nebraska boasts of her good
roads the year round. There is plenty of

good water, and the land, being free from
stone enables one to raise large crops with
little labor. The price of land is low, and I

know of no place that offers better induce-

ments to farmers than Nebraska. This Coun-
ty may be considered an average one. In
the sixteen years ! have lived here, my aver-

age expense for fuel, outside of cobs and such
dead timber as we could cut away, has not

exceeded $15 a year. We have farmed in a
small way, and had grain to sell every year
except in 1894. We have had a few severe

storms, but the rule has been, many nice, sun-

shiny days, mild winters and fair to good
crops. Many other things might be referred

to, but I submit the above to my friends and
brethren who are seeking new locations, and
will freely answer all other questions possible.

S. M. Forney.
March ij.

W~We call special

pused facilities Id procuring for oar readers
«dt book published, at especially low prices.

lu orderiQf books always five title of book,
Olhot md pibilfhei.

FREE HOMESTEADS

sit the beautiful KENMARE and
JiOWIiELLS Country, near the "Des

l" Lakes in Ward County, opened

LIGNITE COAL -ninnl "On the Sao Ll«,'

BRETHREN SSti^KaS^oo tfi

OUR ILLUSTRATED LAND PRIMERS
.^•21,22^144, v.illyn..,.. mHHVrirnjOtalin]

HALF FARES fc^STrliaS'Si-ffi

...Land Department...

Northern Pacific Railway Co

In Central North Dakota

FREE Government Land, Crop Payment
Land, Railroad Land, at $3 to $5 per

Acre, on Ten Years' Time,

Interest, 6 per cent.

"Wells, Foster and
...Eddy Counties

umerous Public Schools, Healthy Clir

Good Water, obtainable at from 18 to
;

feet, black-loam Soil with clay Sub-

soil, Railroad Competition.

" Our Profits to Missions.

Or, A. A. JACK. Traveling lm

Or. FRANK £

DOS PALOS COLONY.

BLACK KI1.K WATCH CIHI\N .>"'.->:. ;'«•

"

s,
,

v«"»

WONDERFUL •;.:

Eg"Send for our prices on printed matter of

any kind. Wc guarantee satisfaction in price

and quality, Write usl

A German Baptist Church at Carrington,

with a Nice Churchhouse
Free of Debt.

G. W. MOTT,

FAMILY BIBLES...

WM. H. PHIPPS,

Windsor
European Hotel,

TRIBUNE BLOCK,

45 to 153 Dearborn St, S, Grbostbn, Prop,

CHICAGO, ILL.

REPORT

ANNUAL MEETING

The last Animal Meeting being

exceedingly interesting, by reason

of the many important topics dis-

cussed, all our members should

have a copy of the Report. Send

your order to-day ! Price, 25 cts.

per copy, or $2.50 per dozen.

Address this office.

NEBRASKA

FARM HK
LANDS.

Adryheallhycll-

unsurpassed for

yielding all va-

of crops. That Is

e cheap now. Send for a pamphlet
scribing Nebraska, mailed free on ap-

ication to P. 8, EiiflTia, General Pas-

iger Agent, 0. B, & <J, R. R,, Ch|ongo,

If you buy a Family Bible from a bonk

agent, you pay, in all probability, a grerf

deal mqre than what the same book could

be bought for from us. You can rest at

sured that in quality of binding,

give you dollar for dollar —

'

guarantee satisfaction.

It will pay you to get <

ble Catalogue, A post?'

mays e you doll

jr illustrated Bi-

:ard will bring ft

Address:

" Our Profits to Missions!

..MONEY IS SCARCE...

.BUT.

A GOOD TEACHER'S BIBLE

Our No. 144, well-bound,

Self-pronouncing,

gcois (large) type, divin-

ity circuit as per illUS

tration leather bound

and linen lined to the

edge, Oxford Concord-

ance and Helps, with-

nbersome,gnldc(lp«

d side title, publishers' price, S4.00, which we

will send prepaid to any express office

.FOR $2.05.

The book is no cheap reprint, but has go°!

paper, clear print, and will render excellent

Address your orders to
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^EDITORIAL* MISCELLANY*-

It is coming, and we may as well prepare our-
selves for it. A few people may not like it, but it

is coming in spite of them. We mean the horseless
carriage. Large establishments are being erected
for the purpose of manufacturing these carriages,
and before many years we may find them on the
streets of all our well-paved cities and towns. It

will be a very common thing to see men and worn
en riding along the public highway with no pro-
pelling force in sight to move their vehicle. Noth-
ing will frighten it; it is not likely to run off, crip-
ple the occupants and tear everything to pieces,
unless the driver does not happen to know how to
handle his machine. It may get out of order,
something may break, but there will be no horses
to overheat by too fast driving in hot weather.
What shall become of the horses? We cannot tell.

We are not likely to have much use for them on the
Public highways. Then we wonder if the Chris-
tians will use the new carriage to the honor and the
glo-y of God! They can if they will, but will they?

From a commercial standpoint this world is

drawing closer together, and one nation is feeling
dependent upon another more than in former years.
nations are beginning to regard each other as
neighbors, and, in some instances, as business firms,
dependent upon one another, and in this sense they
deal with each other. The tendency of this is to
cultivate a better feeling toward each other, and
thus greatly lessen the probabilities of war. What
>s known as the "Pan-American" movement, is sig-
nificant along this line just now. Fifty delegates
rom a11 the South American republics are traveling
over our country, observing our trade and manu-
ac *ures, with a view of closer and better commer-

cial relations. The outcome of this will doubtless
prove beneficial to the people of the United States,
as well as to those of South America. Nations,
thus drawing closer together, will pave the way for

more and better missionary work, for in all these
South American republics there are demands for the
preaching of the pure Gospel. It can be thus seen
that the opportunities for our people to do good
are constantly increasing, our field is widening, and
we must prepare for greater efforts,

It costs an alarming amount to support the roy-
alty of this world. One-fourth the amount ought
to answer every necessary purpose. It is said
that the royal family of England costs the British

government, in round numbers, $1,000,000 annually.

Of this sum the Queen receives nearly $2000,000 a

year, besides the revenues from the duchy of Lan-
caster, which amount to $250,000. The Lord-
Lieutenant of Ireland receives Sioo.oco a year for

his services and expenses, and the Prince of

Wales $200,000 a year. The President of France
receives §240,000 a year for salary and expenses.
Italy, though nearly bankrupt, can still pay her
king $2,600,000 a year. The civil list of the Ger-
man emperor is about $4,000,000 a year, besides

large revenues from vast estates belonging to the

royal family. The Czar of all the Russias owns
in fee simple 1,000,000 square miles of cultivated

land, and enjoys an income of Si2,ooo,coo. The
King of Spain, little Alfonso XIII, will be one of
the richest sovereigns in Europe when he comes
of age. The state allows him $1,400,000 a year,

with an addition of $£00,000 for family expenses.
We are said to be the richest nation on eattb, yet

our President's salary is only $50,000 a year,

most people think that is enough for one man.

The n both sides, but al-

ways falls the heaviest on the defeated power. This
is on account of the indemnity that generally has to

be paid. The struggle between France and Germa-
ny, some years ago, though lasting but eight months,
cost over one and a half billion dollars, and France
had to pay Germany an indemnity of one billion

dollars. The war between Russia and Turkey was
a very costly affair, and, in settling up the matter,

the latter agreed to pay the former a comparatively
small indemnity, for the reason that she was not

able to pay more, but she bad to give up considera-

ble territory to Russia in lieu of money. About
$155,000,000 in money is yet to be paid. The late

conflict between Turkey and Greece was short, but

it cost money, and neither of the parties are in a

condition to pay the expenses. But Greece was
defeated and must now make satisfaction to Tur-

key. It is demanded that she pay $50,000,000.

This she is not able to do, and the sum is likely to

be reduced to half the amount. It will be seen that

it is no small matter to get out of a war after once
in it. There is not only the loss of thousands of

men, but large indemnities must be paid, and often

considerable territory must be given up. Few
things pay better than the keeping out of war, and
not a few nations are learning this, yet they do not

know what to do with their large standing armies.

Few persons, if any, exert a wider influence over

the rising generations than our teachers in the pub-

lic schools. In one sense they make all of our

presidents, senators, congressmen, governors, legis-

lators, doctors, lawyers, preachers and teachers.

Every man and woman, from the beggar on the

highway to the president in the White House, is

more or less moulded in mind and character by

these teachers. They make up an army of workers
that we cannot think of doing without, and as the
years go by, they are increasing in number and im-
proving their efficiency. To-day we have better-
drilled teachers than we had ten years ago. In
former years it was customary for these teachers to
spend their vacation resting or engaged in other
pursuits. But now they have their teachers' insti-

tutes and conventions, where they meet and consid-
er questions pertaining to their interests, and receive
further training for their work. Last week thou-
sands of them, from all parts of the country, assem-
bled at Milwaukee, at the thirty-sixth annual con-
vention of the National Educational Association,
The program was varied and interesting, and will

doubtless prove of great value to ail those in at-

tendance, We would that as much care could be
given to the training of our ministers and Sunday
school workers.

Last week a monster convention began assem-
bling in San Francisco, Cat. The Pacific Coast has
never before witnessed anything like it. For days
entire train-loads of people were seen moving
across the continent to this convention. Some of
these trains started from the Far East, others from
the South, and still more from the Middle and
Western States. Could we, from some great eleva-

tion, behold the movements of all these trains, all

headed in one direction, we should witness a grand
sight, indeed. This is the Christian Endeavor Con-
vention, made up largely of young people, full of
life and hope. At this time the movement is said

to contain a membership of not less than 3,ooo,coo.

Of course this includes all the Christian Endeavor
Societies. It is a coming power in the religious

affairs of this nation, and, if wisely directed, will re-

sult in great good. This week the Baptist Young
People hold their annual convention at Chatta-
nooga, Tenn. They represent a membership of

about 2,000,000, made up of the most promising
material in the Baptist churches, The two conven-
tions,—one in San Francisco and the other in Chat-
tanooga,—will represent, in their assemblies, nearly,

if not quite, 5,000,000 young and vigorous persons,

or almost as many as are found in the whole Cath-
olic church, old, middle-aged and young, in the

United States. These young people represent

brain, money-power and energy. Their influence

will be felt as time goes br. We can only pray and
hope that they will be wisely directed.

at long since, visited " Oom Paul
"

in Africa. His description of the President of the
Transvaal is that of a homely but well-to-do farmer,

in a well-worn blue suit and antiquated beaver hat.

His residence is a one-story cottage, surrounded by
trees and vines, near the street of a village none
too inviting in appearance. Here, in his simplicity,

lives one of the most famous men of modern times.

We may not be far out of the way when we speak
of him as the " George Washington " of his country.

His people have the utmost confidence in his abil-

ity to handle the affairs of the country with becom-
ing wisdom, and when it comes to diplomacy, he is

a match for the best-informed statesmen of Europe.

We do not always need to go to marbled palaces,

nor gold-crowned heads to find the men best quali-

fied to rule nations. .

The plague of India has now reached Teddah,

the landing place on the seacoast for pilgrims vis-

iting sacred places. It is feared that from this it

may spread to all parts of India, being carried by

the pilgrims, India, with her famine and plague, is

having a serious time of it.
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ESSAYS-

'FOR MY SAKE.'

Thpke little words, but full of tenderest meaning;

Three little words the heart can scarcely hold;

Three little words, but on their import dwelling

What wealth of love these syllables unfold!

" For My sake " cheer the suBering, help the needy;

On earth ibis was My work; I give it thee.

K ihmi wouldst follow in thy Master's footsteps,

Take up My cross and come and learn of Me.

" For My sake" let the harsh word die unutlered

That trembles on the swift, impetuous tongue;

" For my sake " check the quick, rebellious feeling

That rises when thy brother does ihee wrong.

"For My sake" press with steadfast patience onward

Although the race be hard, the battle long

Within My Fathers house are many mansions;

There thou shalt rest and join ihe victor's song.

irldi .ll. r, tluiAnd it, in coming days, the v

If, "lor My sake," thou suffer pain and loss,

Bear on, faint heart; thy Master went before thi

They only wear His crown who share His cro

LETTER FROM INDIA.

The Mennonites of the United States are raising

large sums of money for the starving people of

India. They also sent over considerable corn, and

sent Mr. Geo. Lambert along, to superintend the

distribution of Iheir funds and supplies. In the

Herald of Truth Mr. Lambert has a very interesting

letter concerning his work. We here give a part of

his letter. It will be read with interest by our peo-

ple*:

Juubulpore, India, May 15, 1897.

Btloved Bnthren at Home, Greetings:—
This pleasant morning, at seven o'clock,

probably while you are still sleeping, I am writ-

ing these lines to you. In this land of immense

famine, plague, smallpox, cholera, and all manner

of diseases, the Lord has graciously kept me thus

far.

I shall endeavor to give you some information

regarding the famine, but I fear, though with all

candor, many will not believe it to be possible what

I say. I would say, instead of giving you a full de-

scription, that it would take your who'e staff of ed

itors to do the matter justice. I have gathered in-

formation, and have also had a number of photos

taken which are very striking to see. I am in

formed, however, that the mails are all perforated

at New York on account of the plague in India,

and th'S will spoil the piclures somewhat.

Since I arrived in India, I have been very busy.

The government agents were after me, to capture

this donation, to be distributed through their hands,

but to this I would not consent. There is a com-
mittee appointed to distribute such contributions,

and I am told it consists of Parsees, Mohamme-
dans, and Hindus. Our donation is a Christian

contribution, and the Christian people of this coun-

try rejoice at the course we have taken. The gen-

eral traffic manager of the great India Peninsular

Railway Company, sent me word that he would as-

sist me, that all freight and the use of the tele-

graph wires were to be given me without cost. He
is a Christian man.

I have taken a tour through the country into the

famine districts, and I have seen things terrible

and well nigh impossible to bear. The country is

very dry, and the winds very hot. The thermome-
ter ngisters from eighty five to one hundred and
ten degrees in the shade. Cattle and, in fact, all

animals are very thin and gaunt, and the sights

which I witnessed along the way are pitiful indeed.

Men, women and children cry for aid. The chil-

dren are naked, and many are but walking skele-

tons. Missionaries arc taking in many, and the

government has started work to give the people
employment. But, think what they receive for

wageil From three to four cents a day is the regu-

lar scale. Women, in many cases, receive but one

and one-half cents per day, children accordingly.

Mothers hammer stone for three cents a day, with

babies by their side crying, and other children try-

ing to keep the baby. At these places I have seen

the poor babies crawling around like worms in the

dust, with sore eyes, and very thin and emaciated,

while the mother patiently hammers the hard

stone. This is done to keep the people alive,

more than to pay them for the work they do. I

have visited a number of places, and the people

almost trample you down. The first place I visited

was Akola, Berar Province, where missionaries are

feeding the poor that come from the country. I

wish our people could just see these poor folks

coming eight to ten miles for a teacup of corn,

and thus escape starvation, Many children have

been gathered that were almost gone, many sick,

many with see heads, others with mouths and

tongues so sore that they cannot eat, and with lep-

rosy, smallpox, cholera, and the like other pests

O, what a sight in this land of heat and starva

tion! Here is where the Home and Foreign Relief

Commission representative first opened his hand to

bring relief to these poor people. The apprecia-

tion they show cannot be described. After the

many thanks were expressed and I had left, the

poor natives inquired who that man was. I was
told they prayed for me and sent me word to come
back that I should talk with them.

From Akola I went to Shegaon, Berar, where the

poor assemble, I found a dear missionary who
said, " My wife and I do all we can, but what shall

we do? This morning eight hundred were here;

we just give as we have it, and trust the Lord. We
were just praying the Lord to remember them,

and he answered just in time." I stopped here

and a great number were fed. They get them to

assemble in one place, and then pass them out

through a narrow passage, where each receives a

small cup of grain.

3 one can describe the feelings that are awak-

ened in such a place of need. I do not think our

dear Mennonite brethren have ever done a nobler

work. They have made themselves known and felt.

From here I went farther, to Chandon, Berar, and

then to Khangaon, where the same interest in the

ork is shown. The next station where I stopped

as Sohagpur, and from there to Jubbulpore, and

oh! the sights and conditions of things would, if

described, fill a large volume, I am now in the

heart of the famine district. I have been treated

with the greatest respect by the missionaries and

natives. From this place I will send you the pic-

tures, so that you can see for yourselves their piti-

ful condition. I have thus far paid out 1,750 ru-

pees for the poor, and I am sure the Lord regis-

ters this sum, and none of the contributors will lose

teir reward. (A rupee is worth about forty-eight

jnts.—Ed ) O if our dear people could only see

ow much their gifts are appreciated! I take a re-

:-ipt for all that is paid out.

In one district there were 625 deaths out of every

,ooo inhabitants. This seems almost impossible,

but it is true, and without help all would die of

starvation in a short time. Geo. Lambert.

THE PREACHER'S WORK.

BY M. M ESHELUAN.

Do ; the onth of May, 1897, " Evangelist
"

Munhall led the united "evangelical forces" in a

revival effort in the City of Los Angeles, Cal. The
methods employed being somewhat different from

those used by the apostles, and the tendencies, even

some of the earnest adherents of apostolical

to follow Munhallisms, calls forth these ob-

servations as cautions:

When the sermon was concluded, the evangelist called for

verts to arise, and as the choir sang softly, and the exbortcr

pleaded, and the personal workers moved about among the

congregation, whispering to the people and offering individual

appeals, all over the church, converts rose to their feet and in

the question, ' Do you accept Jesus Christ as your
Savior?' answered, 'I do,' As it was a meeting for young
people, it wai mostly boys who rose, and little girls, trembling

with excitement and fear, and the leais running down their

cheeks,"

There were about 3,000 people in the room at the

time—none over 25 years nor under 15 being a d-

mitted. It was a young people's meeting exclusive-

ly, and the appeals, the " soft " singing and the
scores of personal workers,—who went about among
those boys and girls coaxing and persuading them
to "stand up for Jesus," —all had their effect.

This, when truly interpreted, means, "stand Up
to be counted as converts by the Rev, , to be
blazed abroad as a great success."

Listen! "The sound of the singing multitude,

the mellow notes of Chester Birch's golden cornet

the b'ief, appealing prayers and the strong, rich,

impassioned voice of the evangelist, to rouse the

assemblage of impressible young people to the nec-

essary pitch of contagious excitement," enabled the

evangelist to bring many to stand up and avow
their faith.

Against this unapostolic method may a host of

young brethren lift their voices by showing what
the Lord and his helpers did to awaken conviction

worthy the fruits of conversion. Whoever read

of evangelist Philip in Samaria telling pathetic

stories, assisted by Luke's golden cornet, " the choir

singing softly," and personal workers going among
the boys and girls, urging them to " stand up " and
so working all up " to Ihe necessary pitch of conta-

gious excitement" that hundreds believed and turned

to the Lord. No one! Not even so called modern
evangelists believe Philip, Paul, Peter, James, Si-

las, Timothy or any other primitive Gospel preacher

used "cornets," "personal experiences, coaxings,

and pleadings to work their hearers up to the neces-

sary pith rf contagious excitemmt" to augment the

Christian ranks. If any one does believe that "con-

tagious excitements" were created by preachers

chosen of the Lord in the apostolic age it must be
a belief founded on imagination, which belief Jesus

spake nothing concerning " the common salvation."

Plain, common teaching, aiding the mind to reach

the point where " sin becomes exceedingly obnox-
ious " and the righteousness of Jesus is seen in its

grandeur by the penitent, will produce that success

approved of the Lord. Among the many whose
methods we have admired, because so similar to

the apostolic pattern, we beg leave to mention those

of Andrew Hutchison, I, Bennett Trout, Early,

I D. Parker, S Z Sharp, and others. The list could

be greatly increased and we name these solely to

encou'age the young brethren who must needs car-

ry on the great work of evangelization. Do your

part carefully, prayerfully, earnestly, trusting God
for the increase. To get a good name from the

Father will do; but to get a name founded on num-
bers, many of which turn out as having been only

"scratched with conviction" instead of thoroughly

turned or made over to the Lord will not do.

There is a vast difference between wheat and hen-

bane. Hitch the Word and the Spirit together

when you plow. Too many are out plowing with an

ox and a donkey, which God forbids, hence there

are poor results.

DIVINE HEALING.

BY C. H. BALSBAUGH,

My Dear Brother:—

Truth is large, complicated, having infinite rela-

tions. It is not easy, perhaps impossible, to place

our theodolite so accurately as to command a per-

fect survey of the entire scope of Revelation.

Your questions reach into the deepest mysteries

of the economy of grace. It is not for us to fath-

om and comprehend the mysteries, but to believe

them. We are not authorized to relegate the mani-

festations of the Holy Spirit, as recorded in the

12th chapter of First Corinthians to the apostolic

age. This is emphatically the dispensation of the

Spirit, and his functions are as minutely adapted

to the capacity and wants of individual believers,

as in the inauguration of Christianity.

No doubt unbelief is the cardinal reason for the

absence of the Spirit's manifestation, both in the

inner and physical realms. Bo^y and sou' »fe

equally included in the purpose and provision ot
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the atonement. Our justification is instantaneous

and perfect, while our healing is limited until the

fulfillment of Philpp. 3: 21. None of Christ's heal-

ings and resurrections were permanent. Ultimate-

ly there will be a healing that will realize the full

intent of the incarnation and the cross. We can be

healed now, if our faith rises to the requisite alti-

tude, unless God has a higher end in view. 2 Cor.

12: 8, 9.

The light in which you view the divine disci-

pline, is nothing less than a beam "from the ex-

cellent glory," and is a far greater acquisition than

freedom from suffering and trial and disappoint-

ment. Sin is a great misfortune. But it were in-

finitely more so if dissociated from the law of ret-

ribution, allowing us to sin without penalty. Sin is

an unhinging of our nature; and this means friction

and pain. And this is ordained to lead us to re-

flection and repentance and righteousness. Salva-

tion from sin without suffering for sin is impossi-

ble. God is omnipotent and omniscient, and knows

how to make transient suffering contribute to eter-

nal good. Be patient in your trials, and bear the

yoke of discipline meekly and joyfully, knowing

that God will certainly fulfill Rom. 8: 28.

Our prayers are not always answered in the way

and at the time we wish, but faith prays on, grow-

ing more and more acquiescent in the will of God
as to date and method. God can work a miracle

in nature, as well as above nature. The divine

blessing on the retributive action of law, may re-

dound more to his glory than the instant arrest of

the fffects of violated lav/ in our healing. I have

seen this with my own eyes. If God heals your

son, and sets aside all natural results of law, bless

His Holy Name as long as you live. But do not

think He has wrought a greater miracle than by

perfecting him in holiness through suffering. The
supreme glory of Jesus is the perfect satisfaction of

divine r'ghteousness through the patient endurance

of all the penal effects of violated law. He could

not claim for Himself what He granted to others.

It our faith reaches the certainty of an accom
plished fact, we can be healed, but not to stay

healed. "It is appointed unto all men once to

die."

There is scarcely anything that we so signally

fail to appreciate as the value of suffering. Take
this away, and the purpose of the cross is pros-

trated. "The Valley of Achor is given us for a

door of hope." Hosea 2: 14, 15. He that knows
not how to glorify God in suffering, will pray in

vain for healing. What a loss if every prayer for

healing were answered! And yet how certainly

will the prayer of faith find a gracious audience!

God will do just the thing that is most hallowing to

His Name, and most sanctifying to us. He is

pledged, and his guaranty is irrevocable. Heb.
6: 18.

Union Deposit, Pa,

VACATION TALKS TO SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS
AND PREACHERS.

No. 1.—Soul-Touching.

"Ye have an unction from the Holy One."— 1 John 2: 20.

Observation has led me to the belief that, should

the questions, "What is teaching?" "What is

preaching?" be asked, there would not only be

much variety in the answers given, but there would
be those who would find it difficult to answer the

questions at all. There would be those who have
never seriously thought of the question, and have
never clearly set before their minds the nature of

the work in which they are engaged.
So far as the process is concerned, preaching is

teaching, and the aim in these talks will be to say

nothing about the teacher that does not apply
equally well to the preacher. Both classes are cor-

dially invited to a careful perusal of these talks, be-

lieving that all who do so will be benefited.

At first view it might seem that teaching is a two-
fold process,—an outer, mechanical or formal, and
an inner, mental or spiritual. When more cloiely

viewed, however, we find that real teaching is not a
mechamcal, but a mental, — a spiritual process.

There is an idea prevalent that to teach is to move
up and down before the class, according to some
approved method, and, by the use of certain forms
of drill, to put knowledge into the mind and fasten
it there. This is a mistaken notion. While it is

true that every teaching act has its outward me-
chanical phase, it is also true that this is not its es-

sential vital one. The fact that the formal, external
phase is always present, and is always the first view
of the teacher's work, it has been the cause of many
teachers and preachers to mistake it for the real

teaching.

The soul is not a receptacle into which, by means
of rope and pulley, the teacher transfers some pon-
derable something; and Sunday school teaching is

not the manipulation of external means and forms
of drill, and the putting of Bible knowledge into the
mind. Teaching is a spiritual process, below the
external form. It is the vital touch of the teacher's

soul with the souls of those taught, producing in

them an experience of soul-growth, and to do real

teaching, the mind of the teacher must move for-

ward in the same line of thought, of feeling and of

experience with the minds of the class. He cannot
produce in the minds of his class a given experi-

ence without having first produced that experience

in his own mind.

If the teacher means to have his class to think of

the sacrifice made, the suffering endured, and the

far-reaching results produced by Christ and hi

demption, he must himself think of each o

these relations while stimulating his pupils to think

of them. If love to God is to be taught by the gift

his Son, the teacher himself must not only knov
from experience that love is a feeling, but he himsel

must be stirred by that feeling, if he would have hi

class experience it. Thus the mind of the teache

and the minds of the taught are always one in thi

steps taken to produce a living faith in a truth

taught, and they are also one in the feelings awak-
ened and cultivated, and in the resolutions made
and strengthened. The teacher's mind, 1

case, passes into some act or state of expi

and the pupil's mind, touched by the teacher's, rises

into the same experience. Hence all teaching is

soul touching.

From the foregoing we note,

1, That the meaning of the old saying, "Like
priest, like people," is, that, in the act of learning,

the minds of those taught become like the mind of

the teacher. They take on the tone and coloring

of the teacher's spiritual being. In other words,

the teacher builds his own religious structure into

the minds of his class. He begets them with his

own faith and sweep of devotional life, by breathing

into them the breath of his own spiritual nature,

2. The teacher may resolve to instruct so as to

produce a living faith,—a faith that has love for its

motive to obedience to God and loyalty to the

church, but, unless these are actual experiences of

his own soul, his efforts will be unavailing. The
stream cannot rise higher than its source,

3. If the teacher is faithless and cold, he cannot

hope, so far as his teaching goes, to realize anything

better in those he instructs. Unless his own life is

rich in faith and love and " full of the Holy Ghost,"

he can expect nothing but withered souls, born of

his teaching.

4, Since he builds his own life into that of his pu-

pils, it is absolutely essential that his own life be all

that he expects his pupils to become. The quality

of the teacher's and preacher's spiritual life is a part

of his professional equipment.

O Lord, as teachers and preachers in Thy church,

we come to Thee with the earnest prayer for Thy
teaching! Open Thou our eyes to see clearly, and

our hearts to feel deeply that our teaching is soul-

touching.'

In the light of recent events Paul's remark is

worth studying: " They that will be rich fall into

temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and

hurtful lusts which drown men in destruction and

perdition,"

ITEMS FROM MY NOTES WHILE ON THE
PACIFIC COAST.

Although we are now at home, and some time
has passed since we sent our last communication,
we cannot forbear penning other things of interest.

Without it, I should feel that the lessons of the trip

were incomplete.

Leaving the mountains in Nappa County, Dec.
14, for

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA,

one thing, in particular, impressed us during the
ride, by private conveyance, to Rutherford. Sever-
al days' rain had loosened rocks and earth along
the mountain road, and these so obstructed the way
that travel was slow and difficult. A man may be
seen with ox and shovel, clearing the way for the

traveler. I thought of the debris to spiritual prog-

ress, — prejudices, opinions and false teaching of
men; of the selfishness and worldliness that have
tumbled down from the mountains of sin and are

making the heavenly way not only difficult, but are

actually overturning the plain teachings of Jesus
and sending souls downward to perdition. I also

thought of the great need of more careful watch-
men, more Christian workers to prepare the way for

Jesus to the hearts of the unsaved, and to keep the

path of the pilgrim free from obstructions.

Going southward by rail, and crossing the Bay,

we spent a half hour at

looking about. The place seemed entirely given
over to inebriation and vice, One person lay drunk
on the sidewalk, and a score or more of dram shops,

side by side, made an impression upon us not soon
forgotten. What a contrast between it and the

beautiful bay on whose banks it standsl If cities,

churches, Sunday schools, homes and individuals

realized how lasting first impressions are, and how
much they have to do with the thoughts of others,

in after-years, they would be more careful to have
them good.

We reached
DOS PALOS STATION

at 11 P. M. It is about one hundred and fifty miles

south of San Francisco, on the Southern Pacific R.

R. It was only a flag-station and without depot

building, when we were there. Dos Palos Colony is

about one mile east. One gets a very unfavorable

and incorrect opinion from the environments of the

station. Report says a depot building has now been

erected, and that the appearance is much changed

for the better. We reached the home of Bro. Julius

next evening, rejoicing to be again among those of

like precious faith. Here we spent a week, resting,

preaching and visiting the homes of colonists and
viewing the surroundings. When a boy I read with

great interest the story in the school-book of colony

building, and now my oft-repcated wish to see a

colony was realized. It was, therefore, of especial

interest to me, and our stay in the hospitable home
of Bro. Julius was pleasant. Bro. Reed, a son-in law

of Eld. R. H. Miller, deceased, had moved into the

Colony a few weeks before, and was well pleased,

and busy making an ideal home. His two daugh-

ters are members, and, in all, there are six members
in the Colony. The Methodists and Disciples each

have organized congregations, and if a ftw more

families of Brethren move there, a healthy church

could be built up. The Brethren of California are

deeply interested in missionary work, and they

would do well to make their way into every colony

at an early date, before Satan becomes so strongly

fortified.

Brethren Julius and Reed preach occasionally in

the M. E. churchhouse, but a house of their own is

needed, and it would soon be built, if there were

enough members to organize a church. These

Brethren (and Bro, Julius has lived there three

or four years) tell us that they want no better

place than Dos Palos, if they have a good working

church organized, and of this they have hope,

There are about six hundred persons in the colony,
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with good schools and comfortable homes. The
latter are neat cottages, with five to forty acres of

good land, much of which is planted to deciduous

fruits, or so.vn in alfalfa, both of which do re-

markably well, All kinds of vegetables, barley,

wheat and Egyptian corn are abundantly grown.

It seems admirably adapted to dairying and pork

raising.

We conversed with all classes there and found

them generally contented and very hopeful.

While some have gone there with only enough

money to make the first payment on a ten acre lot,

and done well, one should have something to im-

prove with and carry him until fruit comes in bear-

ing.

As many of our people are moving to new local-

ities, let me suggest a few things. After you are

reasonably certain that your condition as a family

will, on the whole, be bettered and in weighing

the question, note five things:

I. Accept of evidence from reliable parties only.

2 Take tre spiritual condition of yourself and

family into account. It is worse than folly to

sacrifice the heavenly home for the sake of worldly

gain. " Remember Lot."

3. When you move, be determined; then you can

and will succeed.

4. Take with 5 ou all the elements of a true Chris-

tian home builder. Then you, like Abraham, will

be a blessing to all you meet.

5. Remember that some sacrifice, discomfort, and

patient waiting are needed in any new country, and

disccnttnted, complaining persons succeed nowhere

in doing more than making themselves and all oth-

ers around them miserable. God intended we
should have both a temporal and a church home on

earth, and we can make both happy and prosper-

ous, if we will. The heavenly home is building,

and our chief aim should be to be ready with as

many sheaves as possible, when the summons

Elkhart, Ind.

THE QOSPEL FINST IN EUROPE.

We are very careful to keep in memory the be-

ginning of great events, of a successful issue. We
remember the discovery of America. We remem-
ber the Declaration of Independence. We remem-
ber the work of Luther. With equal care should

we cherish the planting of the Gospel seed in Eu-

rope.

After Paul had finished his first tour among the

Gentiles, he, with his companions, concluded to re-

visit their new converts and " see how they do."

We should not forget that the missionary has a

double work,—not only to gain converts, but to see

that their spiritual wants are supplied, " to see how
they do."

But at the very start they met with difficulties

that would have cooled the zeal of many today.

Paul and Harnabas had a dispute concerning John
Mark, whom Barnabas insisted on taking, but Paul

would not.

We can not, at this time, stop to consider the

causes of the dispute, but cannot foibear to call at-

tention to the conduct of the noble-hearted Chris-

tians. Did Barnabas call the church together to

have the matter settled? No; they divide the

work. Paul went his way, and Barnabas his, and
they continued to work,—two missionary lights in-

stead of one. But Paul lost the help of one who
was a father to him during his early years in the
church, and Barnabas lost the companionship of

the greatest advocate for Christ. But they after-

ward enjoyed each other's confidence.

Paul revisited the churches in Asia Minor, and
determined to visit the densely-populated country
of Bithynia, but the Spirit said, No. Dees he turn

back, disheartened? No, he pushes on to Troas.

It was at Troas that, in olden time, Europe and
Asia met in carnal conflict, celebrated in song by
the old blind poet. They again meet, but not in

stern warfare. A voice comes over the waters from
the West: " Come over into Ma:edonia and Mp w,"
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Paul came with a straight course to Neapolis,

and the wind in his favor, the voyage was soon ov-

er. When he came to Philippi, he found, down
along the river-side, outside of the city, the faith-

ful women who had come there to worship. "We
sat down and spoke to the women which had re-

sorted thither," says Paul. " Lydia, whose heart

the Lord (pined tbat she attended unto the things

which were spoken by Paul," was baptized,—she

and her household. This woman, with an open

heart, an open mind, an open mouth, an open hand,

and an open house, constrained the three weary
pilgrims to abide at her home.

But like to day, when religion interferes with

monster evils, there arose a great storm of opposi-

tion. Paul and Silas were thrown into a dungeon,

—fastened in stocks.

Here it was that they held a most effective

prayer meeting. Here they pang songs of praises

for the prisoners and prayed to God. What did

they pray for? Whom did they pray for? How
could they plant Gospel seed, locked, confined in

a dungeon? God opened the way again.

The prisoners heard theml The earthquake op-

ened the prison. The jailer drew his sword to kill

himself. Paul told him, " Do thyself no harm; for

we are all here."

The keeper next procured a light, and, trem-

bling, fell at their feet. With a melted heart, he

cried, ' Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" An-
other household planted for Christ!

After the strange events at Philippi, the three

poor, wandering missionaries,—Silas, Timothy, and
Paul,—went down the great Roman road, seeking

new fields for work. The first in the little band
was a grave old elder; another a timid, young min-

ister, and the third a way-worn and suffering Jew
of Tarsus.

They spent three days at Thessalonica, and final-

ly came to Athens,—a city of magnificence and

learning. Paul proclaimed to them the " Unknown
God " with little success. The crowning efforts of

this first Gospel in Europe were at Corinth. The
Lord told Paul, "Be not afraid, but speak, and
hold not thy peace, for I am with thee, and no man
shall set on thee to hurt thee; for I have much peo-

ple in this city." Paul works hard not only at his

spiritual calling, but for his support. But those

good Philippians remember him with a loving con-

tribution for his support, and Silas and Timothy
bring good news from Macedonia, dispelling the

discouragement arising from his limited success at

Athens.

The Gospel seed is taking hold on the hearts of

the people! The germinating seed soon becomes a

tender, thrifty tree. Surrounded by a forest of op-

position, adverse winds only gave it deeper root,

and soon there was a mammoth tree, yielding its

fruit of Christian virtue, nourishing millions of

souls.

In our own blessed country we have liberty, re-

ligious privileges, Bibles by the millions,— all the

result of the tears, toils and hardships of the first

Instead of a small seed and unfavorable sur-

roundings, we have the Gospel seed in abundance,—
enough to supply the entire world, and have plenty

left. What can we do to help distribute the heav-

enly manna to starving souls, who are crying,

" Come over and help us? " Opposition may
come, but if we are in the way of the Lord, it will

only aid the work. The great flood tide of Chris-

tian influence is increasing. Oriental formality,

wickedness, and caste, cannot withstand the ebbing
tide of truth. May we take fresh courage from the

pies of Paul's first work in Europe, and its

stupendous results!

Daniel slept with the lions while the king tossed

estlessly in a couch of the palace. The great mis-

ionaries sang songs at midnight in a dismal pris-

in, but the keeper trembled. We can have sweet
leep and sing songs of praise when duty is done.

The world is open. There is plenty of work at

home that must be attended to, but home can not
long be a home,—a Christian home, hemmed in by

living outside of Christian influence; for \
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the works of sin and ignorance would soon grow to

such a magnitude that, as in the Dark Ages, the
tender plant of Christianity would soon wither and
die. Oh, let us thank God for the wonderful fruits

of the Gospel,— Bibles, homes, opportunities, and
light, and may we, with renewed zeal, help light the

remotest parts of this world of darknessl

Mt. Morris, I'l
^

ORAVE FLOWERS.

It is quite customary in this, our Christian na-

tion, to decorate newly made graves with beautiful

wreaths and bouquets of fragrant flowers. When
placed there by other than the family, these flowers

seem to suggest love for the dead and sympathy
for the bereft.

We can see no wrong in loving hands tenderly

placing beautiful, fragrant flowers on the graves of

their dear departed ones. Mary Magdalene, and
other good women, bought sweet spices and came
to the sepulchre, in order to anoint the body of

their beloved Master after his crucifixion.

It is not the design of this article to discourage

the practice of this loving service, but to call atten-

tion to the fact that the dead can not enjoy the

beauty and fragrance of their grave flowers. If we
would do them good we must do it while they are

living.

A mother spends many sleepless nights caring

for a cross little girl. That child grows to woman-
hood. She has an ill turn of natu'e, is irritable,

and disregards her mother's wishes and couns-ls,

and regards her mother as " out-of date." The
mother labors and prays for her wayward daughter,

and finally dies broken-hearted. Now the daugh-
ter comes to the newly-made grave and strews it

with flowers. This is too late to do the mother
good,—in fact it certainly is out-of-date.

A minister had charge of a congregation. His
labors were very great; he worked hard to keep his

members alive spi-itually, but, in spite of his ef-

forts, they were constantly magnifying each other's

faults. He could see but little, if any, fruit of his

labor. His brethren had no "words of encourage-

ment for him, and he had no means of knowing
whether his labors were appreciated, He became
discouraged and despondent, and finally died.

Then his flock gathered around his grave, saying,
" He was such a g-od nnr, and we appreciated his

labors so much. How can we do without him? "

His widow, who knew the cause of his death, re-

plied, " Why did you not tell him so. and then you
would have saved his life?" Grave flowers from
that flock were meaningless on that occasion.

A dear brother, who was carrying a heavy bur-

den, once said to me, "Bro. Hylton, I am almost

dying for lack of kind, sympathetic words from my
brethren." No doubt his brethren would have
gathered some flowers for his grave, in case he had
died.

Mary did a very commendable act when she took

the precious ointment of spikenard, and anointed

the feet of her living- Master, and wiped his feet

with her hair. Jesus approved the deed by saying,

" Let her alone. Against the day of my burying

hath she kept this." This was not in keeping with

the custom of our day, but was done six days be-

fore Christ's death. It afforded Mary more joy

than putting flowers on his grave.

Lay members need kind word?, our deacons need

to be encouraged, ministers and teachers need

words of sympathy, and elders should be made to

realize the fact that there are yet Aarons and Hurs
n the church. Exodus 17: 12.

He who stands by me in the actual conflicts of

life is a far better friend than he who puts flowers

i my grave.

Kind words and deeds are incentives to the young
to press onward in the work of the Lord, and a con-

solation to the old as they close life's labors. Let

help those around us to " shine in their little

corner," and then we may put grave flowers over

their lifeless heads too.

Hawthorn, Fla,
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THE IMPORTANCE OF LIVING A CHRISTIAN.

We should become Christians because God com-
mands us to do so, Then we must be careful how
we live, so as not to hinder the good profession we
have made before the world, saying we would re-

nounce the world and all of its vanities, and follow

Christ, our great Redeemer. We must let our light

so shine that they may see our good works, and

then we must be very careful not to do those things

which are not becoming a Christian, for the world

is always gazing at us, and are very close observers,

and will often look at us before they will look ai

the Bible. If our conduct is not right before them
then they will consider themselves better than we
are Here, often, is the great mistake. Instead of

taking the Word for their guide, they take us. Let
us be very careful so as not to put a stumbling-

block in their way, that they may have an excuse

for their procrastination. Excuses may do here

but they will not stand in the day of judgment.

Middletown, Ind.

KORAH, THOUGH DEAD, YET SPEAKETH.

In reading the sixteenth chapter of Numbers, wt
learn that Korah and a good many others, took up
on themselves to withstand Moses and Aaron, who
were teaching what the Lord gave them, to giv

the peop'e. But Kirah and his adherents seemed
to think that there was a little more than was
cessary, and they said to Moses, "Ye take too

much upon you, seeing all the congregation

holy, every one of them, and the Lord is among
them."

Kirah has many zealous friends living now,
say there is no need of being so precipe, for the

people are holy, without obeying everything so
nutely. If the same fate that be/ell Korah and his

company, were to befall all who take the same
sition now, there would be many openings in the

eaith.

When a man says, "I can diink liquor or I can
let it alone," it is certain that he is making a com-
promise with the enemy. If he has an appetite for

liquor and relies on his own ability he is more apt
to drink than to let it alone, and it is only a ques-
tion of time when he will make a complete surren-

der and find himself "led captive by the devil at

his will."

-3-THE + SUNDAY + SCHOOLS

LESSON LIOHT-FLASHES.

Paul Preaching at Athens—Acts 17: 32-34.

Lessor, for July 25.

Thbbe are few places in New Testament history

around which cluster more charms to the Bible stu-

dent than that of Mars' Hill. It is because of the

associations and the wonderful Gospel defense made
there by the apostle Paul. Though century after

century has passed away since Paul stood there,

and though time and again the city has been devas-
tated, flooded with human blood, and depopulated
'hrough the cruelties of war, yet Mars' Htll contin-
ue-; to stand there as a silent memorial of the man
who dared to stand there, and publicly defend the
great doctrine of liberation from bondage, and sal-

vation from the blight of sin.

On our late Eastern trip we had the pleasure, at

different times, not only to stand on the top of this

ni 1, but to pass up on the very same steps over
which he passed in making the ascent on the ever
memorable occasion. As we stood there, facing
the Pilous, the old temples and, away beyond, the
Marian hills, and imagining, the great city, as it

then stood, in all its grandeur and magnificence,
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with its men of state, Jews, Epicureans, Stoics
phi'osophers of the best schools of the world
were made to wonder what we would have done, if

placed in Paul's position. We sometimes feel

quite brave when there is no foe in sight, but
quite another thing to be brave when true bravery
is needed.

This was one of the supreme moments of Paul
life. An opportunity was here afforded to witness
for Christ, which, if neglected, would have left us
without the grandest stroke of this great man's life.

It was an opportune moment to set before these
idol worshipers and god-seekers the true God, and
the perfect p'an of salvation.

Some of them seemed to be reaching out and
feeling after the God that was able to do and give,

—the, to them, " unknown God." Paul was able
and ready for the occasion. " For as I passed by,
and beheld your devotions, I found an altar

this inscription: To the unknown God. Whom ye
therefore ignorantly worship, him declare I u

you."

To do this in so vast an assemblage as there
here, of all classes, from the most ignorant and
perstitious to the most grave, zealous, and wise,

qu'red courage, such as no man can have without
being fully founded in the faith of Jesus Christ,

and filled with the Spirit. It is the righteous whe
is bold as a lion. He says, " Through Christ Jesus
who strengthened me, I can do all things." As 1

result, Paul was able to stand boldly on Mars' Hill

and witness for Christ. Our call may not be to gc
to Athens, nor to any of the Eastern cities, when
idolatry, the false doctrines, or heathen philoso

phies are to be met and confounded, but be when
we may, or go wherever called, we have false teach
ers and unknown gods to encounter, and we mus»
be prepared not only to meet them, but to with
stand and overthrow their false teachings and theo

This requires aptness and strength. Aptnes;
comes through studying the Word and practicing

its precepts, and strength and power come to u:

through the Holy Spirit.

Paul was not ashamed of this Gospel because ht

recogn ; zed it as being the power of God unto sal

vation to all who heard, believed, and received it

On a faithful promulgation of this he depended foi

the salvation of the world, therefore it must be
preached, and as he was called to this purpose, he
must preach it.

As there were plenty of souls in Athens, who
were not saved, this would be a good place to

preach it. As manv of us as are in Christ Jesus, are

the successors of Paul, therefore we, too, must
teach the unsaved the way to be saved.

Mais' Hilt is a rocky eminence, partly surround-

ed by the city, and afforded the people a fine place

of resort, giving a beautiful view of the city, some
of the finer public buildings, and the surrounding

country. Herr, on special and public occasions,

the people flocked by the thousands, for judicial

purposes, and to hear the new things that the many

Paul to set forth the doctrine of salvation. Can we
not learn a lesson from this as to the place for

teaching?

We sometimes get so full of holiness that we fear

to go to certain places, because, say we, there is too

much badness there, and bad people resort there

and patronize the place. It is bad people that the

Lord wants us to seek after, find and save. Where
people are all good, no preaching is needed "It

is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation

that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sin-

One of the peculiarities about sinners is that they

have no disposition to go to good places, and be-

cause they will not come to us we must go to them,

—not to remain there with them, but to tell them
of the better and persuade them to go with us. So
did Paul, and so should we.

After teaching them about the true God, he then

tells them another very important truth, and we
must tell this too. There was a time when God
winked at such ignorance. By this we are to un-

derstand that he made allowance for it because
they knew no better. He looked upon their wick-
edness without acting. But now,—since the teach-
ing has been done, and their ignorance has been
wiped away,—he "commandeth all men every-
where to repent." This time of ignorance has no.
right to remain any more. The Great Deliverer
from sin has come. Personally he taught and
made disciples. He prepared and sent them to
tell the world that a Savior was come, that the
kingdom of heaven was established in the world,
and that all people were invited. They were to dis-

ciple and send others, and so the work has been go-
ing on ever since, until the work has come down and
reached us. Triers are still unsaved souls and spir-

it darkened Athens throughout the world. Somp,
at our very doors, are still worshiping at altars
on which, if we were to observe closely, we might
find inscriptions, " To the unknown God." or some
very similar. To these we are to go and teach the
better way, and, if necessary, go to the Mars' Hills,

and thunder forth the message of sa'vation telling

them that a day is coming when the world will be
judged in righteousness And those who are not
righteous must suffer the penalty of being ban
ished from the enjoyment for the good, and suffer

with the bad. h s n

THE CHORISTER.

There are very few ways in which we can so
commendably and acceptably praise our Heavenly
Father as by song. Nothing will quell the angry
mind, comfort the broken hearted, or prepare the

hungry soul for a feast of God's Word as music and
song, If it could be said that the success and pow-
er of the Sunday school depended upon any one
thing, it would be the singing. At least, so much
depends upon it that, to dispense with it would be
to dispense with the school.

But there must be a power behind everything
that has influence. So must there be a power be-

hind the singing. We wll call this power the chor-.

ister. Now the chorister is no small part of the

Sunday school machinery. The Sunday school

without him would be a little like an engine with-

out the fire. Let us notice some of the qualities of

this power.

In the first place he must have the spiritual qual-

ifications of every other officer of the school. He
could not lead a spiritual song in a spiritual way
without being " spirit-filled."

He should be a good singer. Not every one who
can make a noise can sing. He should be able to

start a piece within a radius of three steps of the

proper place, at least. We have been in congrega-
tions where but one, or perhaps two, would be able

to sing at all, if the piece went as high as F (?),

and they did everything else but sing. I do not

think it proper to sing like the Fast Mail train

runs, nor should we be content to drag along like

an ox-wagon. We have both extremes and neither

is good.

The chorister should be a good judge of music,

—

know what is appropriate to the lesson and what
the children like.

Then he should have personal magnetism. He
should have such influence over the school that

when he begins to sing every one will follow.

It is his duty to lead the singing, direct it, point

out where improvements may be made, etc He
should encourage those who are slack about sing-

ng, especially the children In short, it is his duty

to make the singing such that, when a song is sung,

every one in the house will be edified, and a wave
of inspiration will pass over the whole school

Superintendent, if your singing is not what it

mould be, see if you can not do something lo help

it, Talk to your chorister about it. Perhaps a

change of books would be helpful, or a short sing-

ing school, conducted by a good leader. At least,

make your singing such that when strangers come
in, they will remark, " How good the singing is! I

like to come for the singing, if nothing else."
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THE ANOELS.

Are the angels never impatient

That we are so weak and slow,

So dull to their guiding touches,

So deaf to their whispers low,

With which, entreating and urging,

They follow us as we go?

^
—Swan Coolidge.

CIRCLE NOTES.

Though the

y JAMB

ather i n and the season is

when secular duties are especially pressing, we
: still receiving considerable correspondence that

: of unabated interest in the Reading
ork.

Bro. I. W. Brubaker writes from Laplace, 111.,

telling of the good he has received from the read-

ing of ihe books of the first year, and especially

the "Non-such Professor." Bro. B. sends a small

contribution to the Circle and expresses much in-

terest in the work of the Circle, as well as the

church in general. May the Lord make him very

useful in the good cause!

Sister Lydia A. Barnhart, of Appanoose, Kans.,

writes that she has finished the second year's

course of reading, and has been well repaid, both
for the time spent in reading, and the money in-

vested in the books. She thinks, however, that it

requires less grace to learn our duty than it does to

doit. And how true this is! If we would all do
as well as we know, how much more might be ac-

complished!

Sister Mary E. Frantz, our Local Secretary at

Holmesville, Nebr., has recently done some work
soliciting new members for the Circle, and reports
that she has been very successful, having secured a

member at every house at which she called. At
one house the father proposed to a daughter that

he would buy the books if she would read them to
the family. This was agreed to, and thus a whole
set of the Circle books goes into that home, to

bless and elevate and sanctify it.

Sister Anna May Fiickinger writes from Morrill,

Kans., that she has completed the course of read-
ing and found all the books very instructive. But
she says the little book, "Do Not Say," presented
to her a stronger motive to become a missionary
than any other.

Bro. C. K, Burkholder writes from Octavia,
Nebr., again, and, as usual, he writes because he has
something to say. He sends in the names of two
new members and expresses the opinion that more
might be done to make the Circle work more prac-
tical. He thinks we are not using our page in the
Messenger as much to the advantage of the Cir-
cle as we might. This is certainly true. I know
we have enough talent in the seven hundred and
forty-eight members of the Circle to keep our
page in the Mkbsengbh full to overflowing with
good, live, original matter. 1 have asked for
greater activity in this direction several times be-

fore, and I hope Bro. Burkholder's reminder will

call out some good articles. There are a hun-

dred and one thought gems in "The Non-Such Pro-

fessor," "Do Not Say," "Divine Enterprise of

Missions," and " In the Volume of the Book," and
incidents narrated in "The Crisis of Missions,"

"The Miracles of Missions," and "Among the

Cannibals of New Guinea," and episodes in the

lives of the Judsons, Moffat or Morrison, any one of

which might be elaborated upon in a way that

would make a very readable and edifying article.

Why can we not have some of them for our page in

the Messenger?
Below we give another list of

733, Mattie Foster, Hamilton, Nebr.

734, Martha Groff Hamilton, Nebr.

735, Esther J. Miller Hamilton, Nebr.

736, Mary Axtell Hamilton, Nebr.

737, Ada M. Hartman Mexico, Pa.

738, Laura J. Smith, Mexico, Pa.

739, Kate Smith McAlistervilie, Pa.

740, H. H. Saylor Meyersdale, Pa.

741, Ida G. Brubaker Manhetm, Pa.

742, Lydia Humphrey, Russell, Kans.

743, Chas. I). Bonsack Westminster, Md.
744, Wm H. Ulz, 71 John St., N. Y.

745, J- B. Oellig Upton, Pa.

746, Burton Moore Octavia, Nebr.

747, Virginia Wine Octavia, Nebr.

748, Hiram E. Kaylor Eluabcthtown, Pa.

I want to tell you a little about the

CIRCLE REUNION MEETING,

which was held Wednesday evening, June 9, ir

the Annual Meeting Tabernacle, at Frederick, Md
It was the first such meeting ever held. It wa:

conducted by Sister Edith R Newcomer, our Sec-

retary, and was opened by singing and prayer, aftei

which the writer of these Notes read an inspiring

letter from Bro. W. B. Stover, President of the

Circle. If I had the letter at hand, I would copy
it here, so that you might all erjoy it, Then we
had speeches by members of the Circle from vari-

ous parts of the Brotherhood. Sister Martha Click,

of Virginia, said she had received more inspiration

from the Circle books, than from all the mission-

ary sermons that she had ever heard. And her re-

mark was not intended as any reflection on Virgin-

ia missionary sermons, either.

Bro. Wm. Howe, of New Jersey, gave us a most
excellent talk. He insisted that missionary read-

ing and missionary informaton are of no value to

us only as they point us to Christ, the first and
greatest missionary, and to the Bible, the first and
greatest missionary book, and increase and enlarge

our love for both.

Then we had a speech by a sister from Sharps-

burg, Md. I am compelled to make the humili-

ating confession that I have forgotten her name,
but I remember that her speech gave evidence of

an intelligent interest in the work of the church,

and especially of missions.

Bro. S. N, McCann, from Louisville, Ky., Bro.

J. S. Geiser, of Baltimore, and others, addressed

the meeting, heartily commending the work of the

Circle.

Taken altogether, it was an occasion to be re-

membered. It was good to be there. May the fu-

ture give us other meetings, similar, but even more
difying and glorious.

Fruitdale, Ala.

THE PULPIT, THE TRIBUNE AND THE STAQE.

No. 2 —The Tribune.

The word tribune from the Latin tribunus, original-

ly had reference to a class of officers or magis-
trates, chosen by the Roman people to protect them
from the oppression of the patricians or nobles,

and to defend the liberties of the common people.

Later this word acquired a broader meaning and
embraced all those wfeo, in any way, apokc in »c-
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half of the rights and liberties of the people. p;tl
was a representative tribune when he spoke in the
British Parliament in behalf of the rights of the
American colonies, so was Patrick Henry in his
burning speech before the Virginia Legislature.

Clay and Webster were notable characters in their

defense of the common peoples' rights, while in
the American Congress, a most eminent tribune
was the "great commoner," Thaddeus Stephens
of Pennsylvania.

The tribunes in our day are a numerous class

counting in their number, also, the advocate plead-
ing in behalf of his client before a court of justice

the lecturer warning the people against the tyran-

ny of intemperance, or of the political demagogue,
Young men contending for the right, while debat-

ing in the literary societies are practicing tribunes.

In short, all public speakers who contend for the

rights of the common people are tribunes in a cer-

In a still broader sense, the word tribune embrac-
es all literature whose object it is to defend the

rights of the people; hence so many newspapers
are called Tribune. Who is not acquainted with

the New York Triiune, and its noted editor, who,
for a generation, made it the object of his life to

contend for the best interests of the people, as he
understood them?

An analysis of the products of the tribune reveals

the fact that they differ widely from those of the

stage, while they have many things in common
with pulpit oratory. Like the pulpit, Ihe tribune

needs no stage decorations, which are considered

so essential to the stage. The language of the tri-

bune must be clear, concise and strong. It is in-

tended to convince, — not to amuse. Like the

speaker at the pulpit, the tribune aims to attract

the listeners to the truth and force of his argu-

ments, and not to his person. His success is not
always dependent upon the elegance of his lan-

guage, yet some of the finest productions in the

English, or any other language, are the public

speeches, Among these may be named the speech
of the Apostle Paul, in defense of his own rights

before Agrippa and Festus, as recorded in Acts
26. Even as a pure, literary product, this address
is worthy of close study. Here is reason, logic

and elegance of language. The speech of Paul was
sometimes "contemptible," 2 Cor. 10: 10, yet he
shows that when the occasion demanded it, he

could use the rhetoric of the best speaker of the

forum.

We suggest a close study of Paul's defense be-

fore Agrippa as a model for a speech in the liter-

ary societies connected with our colleges. Notice
the deference to the presiding officer and the re-

spect shown to his opponents. Not only to our

young members, taking part in library societies,

but also to our older members, taking part in our

council-meetings, District and Annual Conferences,

would we suggest this noted speech of Paul as a

typical address of a tribune.

PiatUburgt Mo.

SELECTING A QUEEN.

He a hint that may prove valuable to all of

readers: "An English doctor, recently

deceased, once said that if he could select the fu-

ture queen of England, he would ask only two
questions: First, what she ate, morning, noon and
night, and how long she was about it; and, second,

hat her sleeping habits were. Then, if she looked

aund and healthy and seemed bright, he would
trust God for all the rest. It is certain that not only

do badly-cooked victuals vitiate the human system

and shorten average life, but that it also corres-

pondingly produces bad tempers in those who live

bad food; makes them petulant, surly and dis-

agreeable, if not vicious. On the other side, it is

fact, every day demonstrated, that he who feeds

upon healthful food, and eats regularly and slow-

ly, and avoids gormandizing, will enjoy good

health, be of a cheerful disposition, be economical

d industrious; and, if he believes in, and trusts

God, be -will live io a good and honorable old ags.'*
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Ouit last meeting of the Aid Society con-

vened June 13. Several articles had been

distributed, in order to enable children to

attend Sunday school as regularly as possible.

Since then a number of worthy cases have

been reported. At present not so much in

the line of clothing is needed, but, more
especially, shoes. As, however, our treasur-

er's receipts have not yet reached the amount
of our expenditures, we will have to pass

these wants unnoticed, "with regrets." Gal.

6:9.

The work here, to us, is a matter of im-

te majority of our

rs. From what I

in conversing with the members
ur late Annual Meeting, we feel constrained

1 ask you, through the Gosp'i. Messenger
) help us in some way, that will enable u;

i supply these children's wants. While it

ould not be too cold to come bare-footed tc

unday school, in case of necessity (as is tht

ustom in Sweden), it would not do here in th<

it y of Washington. Pride controls even ths

dear brethren

learned, in con\

—We find it, day by day, more difficult to

deal with the Oriental mind. We cannot
fathom its depth, measure its height, com-
pute its width and breadth. It is a deep,
dark, bottomless well, whose depth and dark-
ness shall forever remain a mystery to us.

Born and reared among Orientals, nursed at

the breast of an Oriental, having inhaled
their atmosphere, and knowing their ways,
customs, habits and dealings, yet we must
admit that we know absolutely nothing of

them or about them. We say this of our

, ofc i, of (

..Mr- No
litem in, and teach them about an humble
Savior. We know, that which is once taugli

in ihe child's mind will, by no means, become
fruitless work. If we, with all our might
work with the means that the Lord has en

trusted to our care, surely we will bring man;
sheaves into the Lord's garner.

To-day we received a well-packed bo:

from Broadway, Va., collected by sister Bet

lie Bowman. The box contained several nev

pieces and some partly worn, but all wil

serve as splendid Sunday school dresses
I here were also three pairs of good shoes
and $2.50 in cash. What a comfort in our
work, to know that we are not alone in work-

; for Jesus! Sisters, keep on with this work
till Jei

ORPHANAGE NOTES.

-Hagop sent in his report this mot
composed and written by himself. It

thus worded: "All boy very good; fou girl

- An orphan, writing to an uncle in Ceas-
'"i, expressed himself thus, "Do not worry
about me; I am very happy here,—happier
"'an 1 would be at home. I am learning
something which is called Geography, and
also what volcanoes are!"

(> ur Sunday services are becoming more
and more polyglotic. Yesterday, besides the
Armenian, Turkish and Greek languages,
generally used, we spoke also in English and
111 French, and that for the sake of a few
Grangers present. Surely the primitive
L»urch, in the days of St. Polycarp, did not
Ptcach the Word in so many tongues!

of every man and woman we are, every mo-
ment, dealing with. And this it is which
makes the work very hard, and fraught with
so many difficulties. And yet we firmly be-
lieve that Christ can save to the uttermost, can
reform, transform, regenerate and sanctify

"to the uttermost"; and this is our only com-
fort in the work of preaching the Gospel in

Asia Minor.

—A rather old and poor Armenian woman
came this morning to visit the Orphanage,
and said, as she left. " I go to my church al-

most every day and, from the day I heard of

the good you are doing to my poor people,
I never fail to pray God for you that he may
abundantly bless you, as also your Christian

and humane work." We rejoice to know
that, from every quarter, we have the prayers

and good wishes of the children of Ged.

—Pickpockets are not only to be found in

Europe and America, but even here in Turkey
and in large cities like Smyrna. We were a
victim of their infamy and dexterity the

other day. As we went to the post-office to

inquire for our mail, we pressed through the

crowd, as it is customary to do, in this land"

of "primitive" letter distribution; and while

waiting at the little square window to have
our mail handed to us, some "clever fellow"

mercifully relieved us of our watch! Are
these surprises also among the trials of a
missionary?

—To-day was our forty-second birthday.

Somebody said, " How young you are yet!
"

One must muster a great deal of faith to be-

lieve it! Early this morning we had a very

agreeablesurprise. An address by theorphans

in the Armenian language, and read by one
of them, was presented to us, This is the

translation of it will) all its < hiental flourish

Chord and Sukhla have gone a day's journey
farther north for the same purpose, and sis-

ters Olive LaPersonne and Hetabai, Peston-
jee's wife, are attending to the morning dis-

tribution in Bulsar.

—A Syrian Christian, with whom we go
out street-preaching sometimes, while here,

showed us some old Ninevite books that he
has in his possession. They arc hieroglyph-
ics to us, impressed on fiat pieces of clay.

Some of the specimens are in very fine pres-

—For an orphanage, which now seems to

be a sure thing for us, the first gift definitely

designated for this, has come from some
persons not at all connected with our own
church. A class of Sunday school girls sent
us this money to support two orphan girls

for one year, and promised to continue the
support year by year until their two orphans
are grown. Notice, this was the first for this

definite purpose; it was from those not of our
own people; it was unsolicited.

—The Bombay street car company,— tram-
way as we call it here, — merits attention.

There are forty miles of track, and nearly
three thousand men are employed. The fares
charged are from one cent to five cents, ac-

cording to distance. The horses receive their

daily ice bath, get always fresh water, and
wear large pith hats about one inch thick (sun
topi) during the hot season. The horses are
required to work according to strength, from
two to fourteen miles per day. No obscene
language or improper person is allowed on
the trams, and only four persons may sit on
one seat, if one of these is a woman. We
were pleased to see a native man invited to

sit elsewhere, because there was a native
woman on the other end and four in the seat.

Ordinarily the native would have required

the woman to give him the preference. Five

We take this, the day of
1 present thee oui

—" Holy Father
thy birth, as an o

thanks. We greet thee, thou who
resentative of those kind hearted people who,
opening their purses, gave freely to prepare
,1 comfortable home for homeless and defem
less orphans, as we are; who opened an \.

.

phanage to save us from the hands of the
ungodly who would have made us followers
of the false prophet, thus saving

daily prayers we pray God,
that :n.iy

holy faihei

s for their lu\ ing-

S. Their names will not he lo'r-

remembrance will not hi.' lost in

ir in the world to come, because
reward in heaven. And thou,

. we are not able, in all the days
of our life, to reward thee, for thy goodness
toward us is very great. We always ask God
that be would give thee long life, health and
prosperity, and reward thee for thy fatherl

care to us. Long live the American bishop!

—After responding " feelingly " to the ad

dress, we gave the dear ones lemonade and

cake, and a half day holiday, which was much
appreciated. We wish the reader to under-

t the expression "holy father" is

all the bishops of the Greek and
Armenian churches, when addressed by their

members. It certainly sounded very strange

—We found this thought in the Bible

Student, which is not only beautiful, but very

;tppropriate to an institution like ours: " A
grain of help is worth a bushel of pity." It

finds its counterpart in these words of our

Lord, "Not every one that saith unto me,

Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of

but he that doeth the will of my
Father which is in heaven."

BULSAR NOTES.

Wi- are spending a few days in Bombay.

To-day we are as follows: We, ourselves,

in Bombay, looking after grain supplies,

Bro. Pestonjee is in the south end of

Bulsar County, inquiring after the physical

arjd spiritual needs there; btelbren Reo

—Just as we were ready to start to Bombay
a company of fifty poor, weary travelers-on-

foot presented themselves at our door. They
were from Wadhwan, on their way to Bom-
bay, men, women and children. They had
left home because of great scarcity and set

out in search of anything that might be a help

to them in this, their time of need. We told

them all to sit down on the ground. Then
they chose two strong men from among them
to go with me to buy a supply of rice and
dahl. And until we returned brethren Pes-

tonjee and Ren Chord preached to them the

Word of Life. They heard the Word as

gladly as they received the rice. As they

turned to go away, having salaamed us

again and again, one little boy put his hand
up to the bag of rice on the man's shoulder

and began to cry and beg for a littlej'test now
he had to wait till they all went ovei

by the tank, and there, under the big trees

fire and cooked it. Then, we trust

before they laid down to sleep on the bare

the little boy and all of them had
enough to eat, and perhaps a little left.

—It is with pleasure we have met Eld. Geo,

Lambert, of the Mennonitc Brethren. He tells

us that no movement has ever so united the

different Mennonite peoples as this mission o

mding corn to the sufferers in India. Hi

is io hand a large sum of money for judi

ous distribution; also the ship of com com-

g contains one hundred and twenty carloads,

nely of which wen' given by
Coining direct from Indiana, it does us good

Eld. Lambert, and we think the of-

ferings that have been so freely entrusted to

5 care will be properly distributed among
e most needy. We have heard that the

ver Brethren are aKout to open a mission

South America. Now it occurs to me that

would be a grand, good thing if we " Breih-

n" would make an effort to try to pull to-

gether. The River Brethren, the Mennon-
Breihren, the Dunker Brethren, — if we

could knock off those first appellations, and

all be Brethren, how good! We have

y things in common. We are plain peo-

. We practice non-resistance, non swear-

non-conformity to the world. We have

the salutation, the washing of feet, the Supper

ik), and the practice of the teaching of

. it. We use the Lord's Prayer, and

kneel in prayer. We have our elders and

misters and deacons, and not a salaried

iinisiryl Can we not draw closer together?

Should we not be closer together? We are

all luyera of the truth, but we've been brought

Up 4 i\HU differently. Might a

of two from each of these three <

be appointed to magnify our similarities and
discuss together our differences, if perhaps
wc might be a united body of BRETHREN?
When we are all hard at it, in mission work,
this will not seem so difficult a matter. The
doctrine of world-wide missions was the Sav-
ior's last command. Who of us has yet aught
to boast? When we are facing heathenism
or Mohammedanism, our differences do not
seem so insurmountable. On the mission
field we are brought closer together. As we
come closer to God, we must come closer to-

gether. May he direct all the efforts of the
Hui'iTiiiiEN to his own glory!

I'ROM THE FIELD,

II y, Io

Carlisle, Ark Tl

very hot, here in Ark
gregations small, bu

joice, as there is one, <

ranks of Satan, One
meeting at Austin.—C, E. Delp, fur.

Chicago, III.— Brethren Bingamn
Hutchison gave us some extra meet
were well attended. Our Communk
was held June 27,—one of the best

here. Forty-six communed, and there were
-—

,rly forty spectators. Interest is exeep

held

nally
j

-IV. A'. Miller, s St..

July >

Staunton, Va.~-Bro. S. N. McCann is now
with us and, so far, has given us live interest-

ing sermons. The interest is good, consider-
ing the hot weather and busy times. We hope
he may do much towards building up and en-

couraging our little band of members here, as

well as leading many others to Christ,—Mar-
tha Click, June 30.

LaForge, Mo—June has been a busy month
for the people in general, nevertheless we
have been greatly encouraged in our work. I

members have moved from Stoddard County
out there, making seven in all and there are
good prospects for others returning to the

fold. A lady teacher, hearing, for the first

time in her life, the Brethren's position on the

action in baptism, remarked, " If we take die

commission literally, they have got us."—Ira
P. Eby, fuly 1.

Germantown, Pa.-^I have no expectation

of ever doing again what 1 have done lately,—

Germantown Ave.. Philadelphia, fnne 21.

Hawthorn, Fla. — We have one applicant

for restoration to membership. Bro. I. W.
Leatherman, of Indian River, is here teach

ing a singing school in the Pine Grove church.

He preached for us last Sunday and expects

to be with us at our love (easl, July 3. Im-

agine a man, on a sultry day, standing before

a congregation, wet with perspiration, having

a fan in hand, fighting both heat and gnats,

and trying to preach. Then you can get a

faint idea of how it goes in Florida, while the

mercury is frolicking between ninety degrees

and one hundred and five degrees in the

shade.—C. D. ffylton, July 1.

Palestine, Ark—There is in our trips in

trusting in the Lord.—D. L. Forney, fuly 2
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When last heard from, Bro. Andrew Hutchi:

'as preaching in Cando, N. Dak.

Bro. Daniel Hebshev, who has been spending

some months at Fruitdale, Ala., is now at his home
in the Mount.

The first District Meeting announcement to

reach us, is that of Texas, to be held in the Wil-

liams Creek church. Cooke Co., Aug. 6.

Bro. Daniel Vaniman was at Bellefontaine,

Ohio, a few days ago, He is said to have preached

two able sermons there on Sunday, July 4.

Bro. C. Hope spent a few hours with us last

week. He was on his way to Brooklyn, N. Y.,

where he is to spend some time in mission work.

Bro. Daniel Snell spent a few hours with us

last Tuesday, on his way home from the Waddams
Grove meeting. We were glad to have him call.

Bro. J, V. Felthouse is now located with the

Brethren in the Eight Mile congregation, Ind., ex-

pecting to remain three years, at least, if all goes
well.

Why oppose sisters taking part in prayer meet
ings, when they attend them better than the breth-

ren, two to one? Let the sisters have a chance tc

do a little good, too.

Churches should not be left without a minister.

It may cost a little money to get one, but the cause

of Christ should not be permitted to suffer just for

the want of a little money,

Vacation time for the schools is here in full.

How many of our readers are trying to have a

good (?) time, staying away from church and Sun-
day school, and then call it vacation?

Miss H. Frances Davidson, long connected with
the faculty of the McPherson College, goes to Af-
rica as a missionary, representing the River Breth-
ren, of which church she is a member.

nents for the District Meetings
that are to be held the coming fall, should be pub-
lished soon. It is the duty of the District Writing
Clerks to see that these notices are given,

The State Dis'ricts that have not yet ordered
the Minutes, should do so at an early date. It is

the duty of the Writing Clerk of the District Meet-
ing to attend to matters of this kind. Enough
Minutes should be sent to each congregation to
supply every family, where there are members,
with a copy.

Six sisters recently

Cando, N. D.

tited with the church at

If you have not yet received the Report, ordered

of us, let us hear from you

There will be a partial eclipse of the sun the

29th of this month, commencing a few minutes be-

fore nine o'clock in the morning.

The time will soon be here for the churches to

hold their harvest meetings, Some churches defer

these meetings until Thanksgiving.

One hundred million dollars are said to have
been spent in the Qaeen's Diamond Jubilee, in

England, while mill ons of people in India were
the next thing to starving.

While the Annual Meeting was
Frederick, Md , another missionary came to Bul-

sar, India. His name is to be entered in the family

Bible as John Emmert Stover.

Pentecost for next year falls on May 29, and
the regular time for holding the Annual Meeting,
will be the last day of the month, or eight days
earlier- in the season than this year.

The Brethren in Oregon, Washington and Idaho,

will hold their District Meeting at Talent, Oregi

Sept. 17 and 18. Their Ministerial Meeting will be

held at the same place the 15th and 16th.

It is now stated that the losses resulting from the

overflow of the Mississippi River, last spring, foot

up $i 3,000,000, or nearly twenty cents for every

d child in the United States.

During the coming fall, the entire State of Kan-
sas, among the Brethren, is to be canvassed in the

interest of the Old People's Home, at Booth, Kans.
The Home is well spoken of, and we trust its call

for funds will result in many liberal donations.

The Brethren in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, continue

their regular appointments, and report no falling

off in attendance on account of the excessively warm
weather. The work is in charge of Bro. Chas. M.
Yearout, who may be addressed at No. 817 Divis-

ion Street.

Every church in Northern Illinois should be
represented by delegates at the Special District

Meeting to be held at Polo, Aug. 4, commencing at

10 A. M. The running of the trains is such that

the delegates from nearly all the churches can
reach the place of meeting in time by starting from
their homes on Wednesday morning.

The volcano Vesuvius, near Naples, Italy, is now
in an active state of eruption. An area 6000 feet

long and 1,500 feet wide, is covered with lava.

The volcano is said to be more active than it has
been for years. It is considered dangerous to go
closer than one fourth of a mile of the principal

crater. This is the volcano visited by brethren

Miller and Lahman a few years ago,

The idea that people who are baptized in the

winter, when the water is cold, are more apt to

hold out faithful, is without the shadow of a foun-

dation. John the Baptist did his preaching and
baptizing in the most favored part of Palestine,

for mild weather. His work was done in the Jor-

dan Valley, where winter is practically unknown.
The temperature of the water or weather has noth-

ing to do with the genuineness

We recently attended a council-meeting where
the members brought their dinners with them.
Every third bench in the house is so constructed

that it can easily be changed into a table. At noon
a number of these tables were arranged, and each
family spread their dinner to suit themselves.

Those having nothing with them were invited to

ier by some of the others. All tarried until one
of the ministers gave thanks. The family groups
over the house impressed us very favorably. In a

few instances, two or more families joined together

In their meal

Let the churches that are without ministers

look around for some earnest worker to assist them
It may require some sacrifice, but the Lord's cause
is well worth all the efforts that can be put forth

in its interest.

Seven have recently united with the Woodland
church, Fulton Co., III. We have reasons for wish-

ing to see people come to the church at this season

of the year. There is no better time to be born in .

to the family of God than during the summer
months.

It seems quite appropriate to fast at the close of

a funeral, but we certainly cannot see the consisten-

cy in feasting on such occasions, and never could
understand why the Brethren in some localities

should encourage the custom.

We have heard of a little girl, six years old, who
takes her turn giving thanks at the table. Then
we have heard of old, gray-headed people, who do

not give thanks to the Lord once a year. On the

one the angels smile, at the others, they frown, and

over them sometimes weep.

We need more tracts distributed in all parts of

the country. Every family ought to keep a few on

hand to give to such of their neighbors as are seek-

ing the better way. Send to this office for a price

list of good tracts. Tracts will do good, and our

people should make a wide use of them.

The church has decided to establish a Sunday
school Mission in Waterloo, Iowa, and are looking

for a suitable sister to take charge of the work.

We trust they will succeed in every way. Sister

Ella B. Harbaugh, of Hudson, Iowa, is secretary

of the committee having the mission in hand.

Some request us to keep their love feast notices

standing in the Messenger from now until Oc'o-

ber. This we cannot do. We give them one in-

sertion, then leave them out until about five weeks
before the time of the feast. It takes up too much
room to have so many notices standing for three

and tour months.

This year the Old Order Brethren held their An-
nual Meeting near Rossville, Ind. There were sev-

en papers before the Conference, and four of them
go on the Minutes of the Meeting. We have not

yet learned the nature of any of these papers.

This is all the information that has yet come to us

concerning the Meeting,

Assisting ministers to homes, or helping them in

other ways, in order that they might give more of

their time to the ministry, is no new thing among
the Brethren. Some of our most worthy ministers'

have been aided in this manner. Let us never neg-

lect to render the necessary assistance to earnest

and hard-working ministers,

Not in many years has there been such a de-

mand for the preaching of the whole Gospel.

There are people all over this great land of ours

who would heed the Gospel call, had they only an

encouraging opportunity. This is the time for our

people to make their earnest plea before the pub-

lic, and they should not fail to do it.

In a communication to this office, a sister says

that she writes as directed by the Spirit. It is

good to be constantly under the influence of the

Holy Spirit, but it is not wise to try to impress on

the minds of others that we are moved by the Spir-

it in what we say or write. Our actions will tell

more for or against such a conclusion, than it is

possible for words or pen to do,

While everybody in the neighborhood is enjoy-

ing good health, let the minister preach a sermon

against the useless habit of going from the funeral

to the house of feasting. There is no necessity

for the custom whatever; besides, it is very unbe-

coming, and often leaves burdens that the poor can

ill afford to bear. Preach this sermon while the

people are in good health; then no one will become

offended.
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The meetings in the Waddams Grove church,

Illinois, at the Grove house, closed last Sunday

evening. There were eleven accessions by confes-

sion and baptism, and two reclaimed. Bro. Daniel

Snell did the preaching in a very acceptable man-

ner.

The minister, in charge of one of

points, writes us that it is the custom of his

gregation to take up, for the world-wide

a collection each quarter. This is to be commend-

ed, and the example might well be followed by

each congregation in the Brotherhood. An occa-

sional collection is good for a congregation.

THE NORTHWEST.

A journey to the Pacific Coast, in these day

rapid and almost universal travel, is

that no longer excites comment. What

the event of a life-time, has become so

that our California Brethren entertain strong hopes

that, even before the close of the present century,

our Annual Conference may be held in the land of

fruit and flowers. Just now thousands are flocking

to the Coast, induced, in part, by the low rate of

£25,00 for the trip each way. This rate shows what

the railways are willing to do, provided they can be

assured of the sale of a large number of tickets.

Our present journey was undertaken with a view

of visiting some of our churches in the Northwest,

and ascertaining and giving facts as to the situa

tion. A large number of our people have already

settled along the lines of the Great Northern and

Northern Pacific Railways in North Dakota. They

have gone away from their old homes, hoping to

better themselves temporally by securing homes

for themselves and families. Others are looking

in the same direction. It is our purpose to go

where our Brethren have located and get the facts,

regarding the country, as they exist, and give

them to our readers. We are not traveling in the

interest of railways or land companies. We have

no financial interest in the matter. We, however,

do have a deep and abiding interest in the welfare

of our own and all people, both spiritually and

temporally. Because of this interest, our journey

is made. By coming in contact with actual set-

tlers we shall be able to learn the true condition of

affairs.

From Chicago to St. Paul via the Burlington,

and thence north and west over the line of the

Great Northern to Seattle, was the route chosen.

The Burlington has recently placed on its line, be-

tween the Queen City of the Lakes, and the Twin

Cities of the Northwest, what is said to be the fin-

est train in the world. It is very far in advance of

anything of the kind to be seen in Europe, and is,

so far as our experience goes, unequalled in this

country. It marks the culmination of everything

in the way of convenience, safety and comfort in

railway travel. The train is at the service of all

passengers without extra charge. In connection

with this, the library and observation car line of

the Great Northern leaves nothing to be desired

in the way of comfort and convenience in railway

travel to the Pacific Coast. An admirable and

much appreciated feature of this route, is the din-

ing-car system. The rather exorbitant rate of Si. 00

per meal, charged in the East, is changed,

one may have meals at from twenty-five cents up-

ward. In a three days' journey the meals need not

exceed from forty to fifty cents each,

We note, in passing, that the wheat crop in the

Red River Valley and in North Dakota is looking

very fine, and we are informed that never before,

in the history of the Northwest, has the prospect

for a large crop been so good at this season of the

year. We shall see more of Dakota on our return.

On the Northern route the Rocky Mountains are

crossed at an easy grade, but the Cascade Range
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offered obstacles to the engineers, only equalled in

the Himalayas. The summit is reached by a

switch-back. On the western side of the mountain

there are no less than six zigzag tracks, so that, in

ascending, you are pulled forward and pushed

backward alternately on, line above line, until the

summit is reached. The mountain is being tun-

neled at an expense of several million dollars.

When this work is completed the switchback will

be abandoned.

The mountain streams are as clear as crystal, and

abound in fine trout. At one of the stations a

lucky fisherman appeared with a long string of

speckled beauties, and we had mountain trout for

our evening meal.

After reaching the Valley, the road runs along

the Skyhomish River, a dark, muddy, turbulent

stream. From the narrow mountain valleys pour

down numerous crystal streams of pure, clear,

spring water, hurrying onward toward the dark

river. One could almost imagine the tittle brooks

singing as they rushed joyfully onward, "We will

purify the muddy river." We could see the clear,

pure water dash into the dark stream and then, aft-

er a brief moment, disappear forever. So, we

thought, many pure, unsullied lives are hurrying

worldward, thoughtlessly hoping to retain their

purity as they dash into the dark waters, only to

be swallowed up and lost forever in the great

whirlpool of worldlyism. The Christian must be

the world, but not of the world.

At Snohomish we diverge from the main line and

journey northward, crossing the boundary and en-

tering the dominions of Queen Victoria, our ob-

jective point being Vancouver and Westminster, in

British Columbia. Many of our readers will read-

ily recall the name of J. W. Stein,- at one time

a minister among us. He is now living not far

from Vancouver and is engaged in farming

fruit raising. In an interview with him, at his

home, he assured us of his continued love and

good feeling for the Brethren. Truly, it may be

said of his life and experience, that truth is strang-

er than fiction. Those who labored with him for

some years and knew him best and loved him

most, have only the deepest regret that he was lost

to the church, for few men had the promise of

greater usefulness than he. d. l. m.

THE EARLY MORN1NQ.

It is the early morning hour, full of sweetness,

peace and life, such as can be experienced in no

other hour of the day. The sun is just peeping

through the trees on the top of the eastern hills,

—

the dewdrops glistening on the trembling leaves

as they shimmer, touched by the softly-passing

breeze, the birds are caroling forth their sweetest

notes of praise as they hop from branch to branch

and wing from tree to tree, while, along the rip-

pling Juniata, is heard the shrill whistle and the

rumble of the engines and early trains, as they

rush eastward and westward,—towards the great sea

and the Golden Gate,

Beyond, we see the fields of waving grain, turning

golden with heads bowing down, as if in gratitude

for their fullness. Is it not grand, inspiring and

healthfuLto be up and out, to enjoy an hour so

fraught with inspiration and peace! The light

breeze, as it comes pure, fresh and sweet, from the

western mountains, gives life, strength and ac-

tio^ more,—it gives a foretaste of what the morn-

ing of heaven will be when all the elements of

beauty, attraction and adaptation will be sum-

mated to welcome the redeemed to their final and

everlasting home.

There is an old adage, entirely too little known

and less heeded,

457

While health, wealth and wisdom are things

that we should be willing to sacrifice for, we ought
to be the more willing to accept them when they
come to us as a most desirable gift, and at a most
propitious time to receive them.

As we sit here, at our wonted place, and look
around on a world of so much beauty,—so full, of

freshness and life,—we were made to think of the

early morning eighteen hundred years ago, in the

milk and honey-flowing land of Palestine, when the

women went out to visit the tomb of the one friend

that, to them, of all others, was most dear. In im-

agination we now see the surrounding hills, cov-

ered and bedecked with the olive trees, the vines

and the green grass, while, in the valleys, are the

beds of lilies and the hundreds of other flowers of

fragrance that fill the air with their delightsome

odors.

What an early morning walk, that must have
been—especially on the return, after finding so

much more than they expected! It was a walk

with the Lord, though they knew it not. And why
should we not have such walks with him? There

is no time in the day when we can get so close to

him as in the early morning hour of springtime

and opening summer, because it is at this season of

the year, and hour of the day, that he is most
fully seen in the world around us. When God is

thus seen, in all his works, why should we not the

more fully trust in him and be made to rejoice in

the assurance that he does care for us? It is true,

we have our cares, our sorrows, and our disap-

pointments. But why look at and brood over

them when we have so much that is good and

promising to look at, and think about? Is it not

most gloriously true that the things that are for us

are more than the things that are against us? If

so, the things that are the greater should swallow

up and consume the things that are the less. Un-

: most adverse circumstances this is so, if

: Christ as our friend, because, having him

side, we have that fullness which knows no

wasting, but as an ever-enlarging fountain, which,

in time, will give to us perfect satisfaction.

Again, the early morning hour is not only a time

for inspiration, health, wealth and wisdom, but it

gives promise of a full day, which we all need, as

time is precious and, therefore, not to be wasted.

By beginning early we have the advantage of

time, and also the best hours for labor. The air is

cool, fresh and invigorating, our bodies are rested,

strong and ready for duty. It is the time when all

the attending circumstances are most favorable,

—

a combination of happy and suitable surroundings,

where all things work together for good,

And then, too, the early morning hour is signifi-

cant. In it we have the opportunities afforded that

seem an innate desire on the part of all,—to labor

first and then rest,—enjoy. Labor of some kind

is our lot. We are called upon to do it or suffer

loss. Hence the desire on the part of the thought-

ful to begin early, and have the bulk of it off be-

fore the heat of the day comes, or the night ap-

proaches wherein no man can work. If we cannot

redeem time we should, at least, waste as little as

possible. Those who start earliest in the morning

are the ones who rest sweetest at noon and enjoy

most when the evening comes.

The early hours of life are the ones fraught with

the most golden opportunities, and the soul that

gives his first years to Christ, in his vineyard, will

have the fullest life and the sweetest evening,—

when the work is done.

And now I close with the feeling that this early

morning hour has been greatly blest in giving

heavenly meditationa, and in affording a close walk

with God, as we sat in our open sanctum, face to

face to a world so beautiful, that,1 barred of sin, a

heaven it would be. H « B-
B <
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QUERISTS' DEPARTMENT.

Please explain Eph. 4; 13, which reads

come in ihe unity of ihe faith, and of th-

Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the 1

ure of Ihe fullness of Cbri

one faith before the milieu

"Till

wledge of th-

) the measure of Ihe stat

all believers to come t<

J. E. Hamilton.

efcrence to the mil

tied by the eleventl

reason for giving the

This verse has no special

lennium. It is partly expl

and twelfth verses, where th

cfaurch apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and

teachers is set forth. The design is for the perfect-

ing of the saints, and so on, until they shall come
into the desired unity of the faith. This may oc-

cur at any time, and should be going on all the

while. Even now the members should attain unto

that unity in the faith, and the knowledge and per-

fection so forcibly recommended.

In Gal. 1: :q, Paul says, "But other of the apostles saw I

none, save James, the Lord's brother." Was that brother a

blood relation? C. M. Miller.

Jesus had natural brothers and sisters, and one

of these brothers was James. See Mark 6: 3. The
James Paul refers to is quite generally presumed to

have been a brother to Jesus in the flesh. Afte

Pentecost he became the honored bishop of th<

church at Jerusalem, and it was quite in place fo

Paul to call on him while in the city.

Would it be proper for the superintendent to make any gen
eial remarks on the lesson, near the close of the school?

I. F. R.

That depends upon the ability of the superin

tendent to do a thing of that kind in an apt and in

structive way, At best, such rem

very brief, and to the point.

Do we understand by 1 Kings 18: 40 lb
Baal were slain by Elijah, or King Ahab?

They were slain by Elijah, or som
that he may have called to his as:

took no part in the slaying, for

tells his wife how the prophets

jah, with the sword.

Please explain Luke 5: 37, 38, in regard lo putting new wine
into old bottles. Do we understand that the Law and the Gos-
pel are here referred to? E. J. Onkst.

The bottles here referred to were made of animal
skins. When new, and filled with new wine, they

would expand and not break during the process of

fermentation. Old bottles would not stand this

strain, but would break, hence new wine was not
put into them. The lesson the Savior meant to im-
press is, that joy and fasting do not go together,

—

that it was not fitting for his disciples to fast, while
he, the bridegroom, was with them. But after his

taking away, then they would, and could consist-

ently fast. It relates to consistency and the fitness

of things, and, by way of illustration, may be ap-
plied in many ways. But we do not think that Je-
sus had the Law and the Gospel in mind at the
time he 1

t for the church t

B the parties t ber. til.ul .

order of the chu N. K.

nd the

gh to

should be

ne of the faithful

isistance. Ahab
Kings 19: 1 he

re slain by Eli-

propt r for th.

>rld, foi

: of the language cited,

elder to expose, or rebuke,

such 2 light

The elde

all of hi:

? S. D,

father amongshould be, as

5, and when he sees an indiscreet
act upon the part of the janitor, he should private-
ly suggest to him the better way of doing such
things. It is not only unwise, but it is very unkind
in an elder, to expose before the world, or even the
church, for that matter, members who unintention-
ally make mistakes. The better way is to instruct
or admonish them privately.

Is it right for members to partake of
. U(Wll ,Cilw or eiscwncre, preparing 1U L. S.

Concerning the eating of the Lord's Supper, or
any part of it, Paul says: " Tarry one for another."
1 Cor. 11: 33. When Peter and John prepared the
last supper, in the upper room in Jerusalem it is

not likely that they partook of any of it until the
proper time. Good manners ought to teach what
is proper on an occasion of this, kind.

It is the privilege of the church to do
church referred to ought to be wise

know what would be for the good of the cause
this particular instance.

Is it in place for Brethren to engage in playing base-ball, or
lending their influence in that direction?

J. C. H.

Wisdom would dictate that Brethren should keep
out of and away from match base-ball games, or

those played for mere display. It is all right for

boys and young men to take exercise in a proper
way, but this base-ball business is being carried to

such extremes, and leads to so much wrong-doing,
that our people should be urged to discountenance
it, and especially the evil feature of it.

Ought teachers take tbe quarterlies to the class with them?
I. F. R.

In most instances it will be found best not to.

Teachers may study their -quarterlies and other
helps at home, if they fetl so disposed, but let

them go before their classes with the open Bible.

This will give them a better acquaintance with the

Bible, and set a good example for others,

In Mark 10: 38, 39, we read: " But Jesus said unto them. Ye
know not what ye ask; can ye drink of the cap that I drink of?
and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?
And they said unto him, We can. And Jesus said unto them.
Ye shall indeed drink of the cup that 1 dr nk of; and with the
baptism that I am baptized withal shall ye be baptized."

'

what baptism did Jesus here have reference?

E. L. Fahnestock.

To what is known as the baptism of suffering.

While in the garden, just before his betrayal, Jesus

agonies were so great that his sweat became a

great drops of blood. It was there that he was ov
erwhelmed with grief, and this is what is called th
baptism of suffering.

-v HOME * AND * FAMILY **-

And shall the hand that brings the rose to bloom
Out of tbe barren bough of winter brown

Leave the fine soul forever in the tomb
Where the spent body to its rest lies down?

And shall the might that fixed the whirling star
And the strong sun to light our darkness here

Give never ray of light to guide afar

Aught jouraeyir.g beneath this little sphere?

And shall tbe love that gave the bird its wings
And moves the sweetness of its song unsought

Provide no piniou for the soul that sings
Oft with the rapture of its heavenward thought?

Life's river flows, and the immortal hears
Calmly the passing flood with feet secure

" e stepping-stones of immortal years,

surety that the rest is sure.

—Expository Times

BEARING BURDENS.

The meeting was a good
very warm, close evening.

John Clark was a prosperoi

crop of hay, much larger thar

been put in his spacious barn

so much as a drop of rain.

" Bear ye one another's bu
subject of the evening's talk, :

been listened to

"Your husba.

ane, though it was a

s farmer, and his first

usual, had that day
i without damage by

ens " had been the

d John's speech had
ident relish.

the root of the matter in

Explain John 12: 40.

eyes, and hardened th.

their eyes, nor underst

and I should heal them."

et refers in the use of the

t reads thus; " He hath blinded thei

beart; that they should not see will

i with their heart, and be converted
State especially to whom the proph
;erm"he." D. F. Stouffkr,

The pronoun " he " seems to refer to God. The
verse is a quotation from Jsaiah 6: 9, 10, and there

the Son of God is meant. It may be best under-

stood by considering that God works through his

Son in blinding the eyes of the people in the sense

indicated. The Lord blinds the eyes of those only
who are in darkness, and do not want to see the
light. In this sense must this Scripture be under-
stood. The Syriac rendering puts quite a different

meaning into the verse. It reads: 'They have
blinded their eyes, and darkened their hearts; that

they might not see with their eyes, and understand
with their hearts, and be converted; and I should
heal them."

" said the pastor, as Mrs. Clark passed him on
the way out, after the services. " I hope we shall
all heed his words."

The ide ho cha ng, and as the new
horse took them through Cairnly Woods with sure,

fleet foot, John Clark felt that life was bright;
and, as he thought of biother White's remarks about
weary burdens and feet tired with the march of
life, he concluded that the aforesaid brother was
not in the enjoyment of religion.

John's wife sat back in the carriage, resting her
tired body and turning over in her mind the re-

marks her John had made at the meeting.
" I think of hiring Tom Birch as a sort of spare

hand or call boy generally. I find this hot weather
takes the starch out of me," John said, as the horse
trotted through the cool pine grove, amid flickers

of moonlight.

"Will you board him?" asked Mary Clark, in a
constrained voice, with the memory of her hus-
band's exhortations still in her mind.
"Of

It 1

aful for brethren I

The Gove

ept pensions for wounds

j. j. t

nment gives pensions to soldiers who
were disabled in her service during the war, and we
see nothing out of the way in any ot our disabled
members receiving their portion. The pension is

not a compensation for wounds, but a means of
support. We do not regard it as blood-money; it

is simply so much bread and clothing for those who
make a wise use of it.

ne ago I i

Do a

uld be
s know where a pattern of such

;arment can be obtained

We do not remember that such an outer garment
is recommended. It was probably suggested,

that those feeling disposed to lay a garment aside
ng feet-washing, could use a light shawl for the

purpose. This, however, is only one of the inci-

dentals connected with the service, and was never
intended as an essential feature. Let those observ-
ing it, regard it as an incidental,—that, and nothing
m0«-

J. H. M.

right to work directly

going to hire hi

s," said Mary it

wife. It stands

Don't you say

glad you

urn evenings to take

me from meeting, or

rather hard to have t<

te gets home "

to help bear som

the

of
burde

" Just so, wife. It stands me in hand to practi<

if I preach. ~
" I do. I am glad you are going to have help;

as you say it is hard to go to work the minute you
get home. I have been foolish enough to have
this ride spoiled by thinking of bread to mix, two
baskets of clothes to fold before I sleep, for the
ironing to-morrow, and dinner to get for four hun-
gry men, and baby to care for."

'• Don't crowd to-morrow's burdens into this pres-

ent ride. And it seems to me that it would be bet-

ter to get all the housework done before meeting-
time."

"If I could, but that is impossible; milk to

strain, dishes to wash, Benny and baby to put to

bed— all these things come together, and then I am
tired enough to go to bed myself."

" Take it easy, Mary, keep cool, avoid all the hot

work you can."

" I wish I could have a girl, John."

"Mother used to say girls were more hindrance
than help. I guess you would find them so;

and then they waste and break more than their

wages. I don't see how I can afford a girl, Do
what you can, and leave some things undone; that's

the way to work it," and John sat back with a satis-
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fjed air, and Mary thought of her husband's glow-

ing words in the prayer- meeting.

" I wiH do what I can," said Mary, in a weary

voice. " What I am obliged to do is beyond my
strength. The three meals come near together,

washing and ironing must be done, baby shall not

be neglected, and of course I must keep the clothes

all mended."
" One thing at a time is the way to think of your

duties. Pick up all the comfort you can as you go

along. I have made up my mind to do so in the

future."

" So I see, by your thinking of having an extra

hand,"
" Yes, I feel that I must take care of my health

for your sake and the children's."

" Certainly! " Mary answered, in a sarcastic tone.

" How thoughtful you are for usl

"

John made no further comment, but inwardly

wished that prayer- meetings did Mary the good

they once had done, and wondered why his wife

was so changed.
" I am going with Squire Towne to see a new

reaper; he says he hardly wants to buy without my
opinion." This was the next day.

John left his wife ironing with the half-sick baby,

and, in spite of the home scene, enjoyed his ride

along the pleasant shaded road, well pleased to be

seen in company with the big man of the town, At

supper-time he came home with the new reaper be-

hind the wagon.
" By taking two we made a handsome saving,

and, as I intended to buy one, I might as well take

it now," he remarked by way of explanation.

" It will save time and strength, and pay for itself

in a year."

Mary made no comment, but remembered that

she had asked in vain for something to make her

work easier, A sewing-machine had been pro-

nounced hurtful. " Better have fewer changes of

clothing than run a machine," John had decided

when the subject was discussed. " A clothes-

wringer would be constantly getting out of order.

To bring water into the house would be just to

spoil the water, Mother would never have a pump
in her day,"

" My mother used to say men are selfish, and I

begin to think she was right," Mary said to herself,

as she went to the kitchen for the plate of hot bis-

cuit John was so fond of for his tea.

Her husband's appetite was good, but, from fa-

tigue and overheating herself, Mary could not eat.

His ride and the society of the genial squire had

acted like a tonic, but there was no tonfc in the air

of a hot kitchen.

Supper over, John tilted back in his armchair on

the cool, draughty porch and talked over things

with neighbor Jones.

"Why don't you buy Widder Patch's cranberry

medder?" asked Mr. Jones. "It is going dirt

cheap, and you can afford it." The sum was

named—figures that astonished Mary—and she was

more surprised when she heard her husband say:

" I have half a mind to buy it. I've had an old bill

paid in, and, to tell the tru'h, affairs in the money

market are so squally I don't know just where to

salt it down."
" Widder Patch has had a tough time on't," said

neighbor Jones; " she is going West to Tom, if she

sells the medder, and Jane is going out to work.

She tried sewing, but it don't agree with her. Dr.

Stone recommends housework, as it's a healthy

business."

" 'Tis healthy business," chimed in John. " Now
my wife's a good deal better than when I married

her. Why, she never did a washing in her life un-

til she came to the farm. I think washing and gen-

eral housework is much better than piano-playing

and reading,"

"So I say to the girls who pester me to buy an

organ; better play on the washboard, enough

sight," was the elegant response.

" Are you going to buy the cranberry meadow,

John?" Mary asked, as she saw her husband mak-
ing preparations to go from home.

"Yes—why?"

" Can you afford it?"

"We shall have to Bgure a little closer, in order
to do it, but it is going cheap."

"You will have to give up Tom Birch, won't you,

and do the chores youiself?
"

" I have thought of it, but Tom is poor, and to

give him a home is a deed of charity No, we will

save some other way."
'• How much do you pay Tom? "

" Three dollars and his boa'd."
" I think Tom will have to go, for I have hired

Jane Patch. She will be here to night. Two dol-

lars a week I am to give her. You want to prac-

tice, 'Bear ye one another's burdens,' as well as

preach from the text; so I will give you a chance.

I shall take my turn in sitting on the cool piazza

after tea with a neighbor, while you do the chores.

I think the time has come for some of my burdens
to be lifted. By exchanging Tom for Jane you will

have one dollar a week for the cranberry meadow.
You say strong, active Tom is in need of a home;
he can make one for himself anywhere. It is a

deed of charity to give Jane a home and an act of

mercy to give your wife a little rest,"

Before John could recover from his astonish-

ment Mary walked out of his sight.

Jane Patch came that avening, and at once took

upon herself many of Mrs. Clarke's cares, and no

one greeted her more cordially than the master of

the house. Nothing was ever said about her com-

ing, and Tom Birch did not go away; so Mary
knew her husband could well afford the expanse.

—

Ztcris Watchman.

MOODY'S STORY OF ALEXANDER THH GREAT.

" There is a story told of Alexander the Great,

and his trust in his attendant physician," relates

Evangelist Dwight L. Moody, in the May Ladies'

Home Jownal, writing on "Faith" to his Bible

class. "Some one who was jealous of the doctor's

distinction sought to bring about his ruin by arous-

ing suspicion against him, and sent an anonymous

letter to the King, accusing the doctor of treason.

In the letter the writer warned the King that on the

following morning the doctor would mix some
deadly poison with medicine which he would bring

him, Alexander knew his friend too well to believe

the accusation. When the doctor came the next

morniog, the King, taking the goblet containing the

medicine in his hand, gave the doctor the warning

letter, and then, without waiting for him to read it,

he drank the prescribed medicine. By that act of

fearless faith he showed his implicit confidence in

his friend, and displayed a love that was beyond

suspicion, that could think no evil, a faith that

could not and would not be shaken, no matter what

the tests to which it might be subjected. And such

is the faith that God would inspire in our hearts—

a

faith that would not tolerate suspicious doubts and

fears; a faith that would trust him implicitly, how-

ever dark may be the shadows that fall across the

path where he would lead us."

Here is the way the Christian Advocate puts it:

We hear much of the smallness of individual con-

tributions to missions and other church benevolen-

ces. The people are constantly berated for doing

so little. This is all wrong. People who give at

all give a great deal more than the average per

member in any church. In many instances they

give more than a hundred times as much, ' It fol-

lows that the blame for the smallness of the aver-

age does not rest upon those who give, but upon

those who do not give. That is the way a good

Baptist brother put it. He was right, Let us quit

abusing those who give, and try to devise some

method of reaching those who do not.

— •<- CORRESPONDENCE*—

" Prayer is the door forever open between

earth and heaven. Sooner than sound can reach

a human ear through this lower atmosphere, the

longing desire of the spirit rises to the heart of

the eternal Friend. We are living in an invisible

world, where our wishes are understood before our

words are spoken,"

Fourth of July In Chicago.

It was my privilege to spend July 4 with the

Brethren in Chicago, where sin and desecration

abound. Chicago is in need of five hundred mis-

sion stations such as the Brethren have. In order
to get " game " we must go where game abounds.
I, for one, feel to thank God that we have a mission
with earnest, self-sacrificing brethren and sisters to

take charge of the work,—all at their posts and
cheerfully at work,

This was our National holiday. About fifty per

cent of our people attended services. Upon inquiry

we found that other churches had a much smaller

per cent in attendance. At Dr. Lawrence's Baptist

church only about eight per cent were in attend-

ance. All day it was " bang, bang, bang,"— fire-

crackers on every hand and in the evening sky-rock-

ets could be seen in every direction.

Bro. W. R. Miller, in his closing words in the

morning service, said he was glad that the Fourth of

July did not come on Sunday every year. Sunday
desecration always finds some excuse.

The boys and girls who attend our Chicago mis-

sion are getting the kind of training that Timothy
got at home, and no doubt will, at some time, give

good returns to the Master's cause, In addition to

the mission the Brethren have started a dispensary,

where the body as well as the soul can be helped

under Dr. VanDyke's careful and thoughtful admin-

istration of affairs. The dispensary will prove one

of the most valuable helps to our mission work. At
present it is somewhat crowded and also short of

appliances, which lack, will be, no doubt, supplied

by friends in the way of private contributions.

I attended four services at the church,—first, Sun-

day school, conducted by sister Susie Forney; then

preaching, by Bro. VanDyke. In the evening we
had Bible reading, which was well responded to by

all, Bro. Ira Snavely, of Kearney, Nebr., gave a

talk on Obedience, from a logical standpoint. Aft-

er services about fifteen or twenty moments were

spent in a social way. All the members seem very

much attached to each other-, which is a very com-

mendable feature in church work.

A. M. T. Millbr.
Fkkrell, Nebr. ^__^__^_

Pram Cande, N. Dak.

I am well satisfied, so far, at this plaoe, but one

thing is sure, I would not advise any person to sell a

home to come here, if they are getting along all

right where they are, for here you do not have the

privileges of the older countries, I believe, how-

ever, that is a very healthy country. The winters

are quite hard, but I like them, if it were not for the

bliazards. They say, however, that this was the

worst winter they ever experienced in North Dako-

ta. We have the pleasure or attending meeting

this summer. There is a little band of members

living around here, and we have started meetings at

the houses. Bro. D A. Hugord is our minister.

He is 2 pleasant speaker. We have organized a

Sunday school and have a good attendance. There

were over fifty present last Sunday. Bro. William

Shively is our Superintendent.

The funeral services of sister Cripe, who died

Jan. 3, 1897, were preached at their house June 6,

by Bro. G. W. Stong, assisted by D. A. Hufford.

We had two good sermons preached on that day.

Sina Anderson.

June 34.

"God is the author of all things. He is too

great to owe his existence to any other than him-

self. In him are the beginning, the end, the meas-

ure, and the destiny ot everything. God is, by na-

ture, the Father of men, and the best men he calls

bis sons."



Notes * from x our x Correspondents.

IOWA.

Greene.— This church met in quarterly council

July I. Much business came before the meeting.

Our fall love feast is to be held Oct. 9. Brethren

Harvey Eikenberry and David Eikcnberry were

chosen as delegates to District Meeting. The

church has decided to organize a Sisters' Aid

Society, and we hope it will be the means of help-

ing to build up the cause of Christ. Five mem-
bers were received by letter.—.4. Gertrude Eiken-

berry, July 5.

Grundy County Church.—July 3 this church,

assisted by elders Charles Yearout and Samuel

Bowser, met in quarterly council. An election

was held for four brethren to the deacon's office.

The lot fell on Howard Hasbrouch, Orren Gilbert,

Harry Sheller and Adam M»sser. We decided

to hold a series of meetings beginning Sept. 4 and

continuing over the feast, which will be held Sept.

26. We expect Bro. Samuel Bowser to labcr for

us during these meetings. Yesterday we re-organ-

ized our Sunday school, with an efficient corps of

officers and wide-awake teachers and scholars.

We look forward to an interesting session of Sun-

day school.

—

Alda E, Albright, Eldora, Iowa, July 5.

Deep River.—Our Sunday school is prospering,

with the use of the Brethren's literature, and

under the care of Bro. Dennis Sparrows as Superin-

tendent. The influence he was under, when young,

was not calculated <o properly mould the mind,

but several years ago he was brought in contact

with the Brethren, and he then laid hold of the

truths of the Gospel, as believed and practiced by

them. Our love feast is appointed for Aug. 28,

commencing at 4 P. M.—H. R. Taylor, July 5.

Dallas Center.—We are making our home with

one of my wife's sons and also visiting quite a

number of my wife's old acquaintances, — all

strangers to me. I am glad to know that it is not

hard to get acquainted with children of the same
family. The acquaintances formed, so far, have

been very pleasant. This is my first visit to this

part of Iowa. This seems to be a fine, rich country.

Crops are looking quite well. Small fruit is very

plenty, and the apple crop seems to be good,—Sam-
uel Murray, July 6.

Libertyville Church. — We expect Bro. J. G.

Royer to hold a series of meetings for us, this fall,

commencing Oct. 16. Our Communion meeting is

appointed for Oct. :g. One has been received by
baptism since our last report.— W. N. Glotfelty, July

5-

Laurens.—The members of this church met in

quarterly council July j, with Eld. J. D. Haugh-
tclin as moderator. All business was satisfactorily

disponed of. Our love feast occurred July 3, but,

owing to unfavorable weather, the attendance was
small, and only nineteen communed. We ad-

vanced our minister to the second degree.

—

P. J.

Sutter, July 6.

ARIZONA.

Glendale.—The church at this place met in quar-

terly council to-day. Considerable business was
transacted, we hope, to the good of the cause,

Our Sunday school is continuing, with good at-

tendance and interest through the hot weather.
The abundant fruit crop of the valley is being
gathered. The raisin crop is quite good.—//, D.
Bloc/ur.July j.

ARKANSAS.

Knoxville.—We held our quarterly council July
3. There was not much business before the meet-
ing. We received one letter of membership. The
Brethren here are all earnestly engaged in the
work of the Lord. We have preaching every Sun-
day and Bible meeting every Sunday afternoon
at the Brethren's houses. Our love feast was
appointed for Oct. 9, at 4 P. M. We heartily

welcome all Brethren to be with us at that time.
We also expect to have a series of meetings some
time this fall.—Ella Bath, Johnson County, July 5.

t:bc:e! q-os'jfieix. Iviiesseiistgieiir,.

ILLINOIS,

Woodland Church —We have had so

of rejoicing during the past few weeks. For three

Sundays, in succession, we have gathered at the

water's edge and witnessed the administration of

the holv ordinance of baptism. During this time

seven have made the good confession and been
adopted into the church of Christ. July 17 we
expect Bro. J. G. Royer to be with us for a few

days, and we hope to have some good meetings.

Our Sundiy school is well attended. We have a

large number of little folks in our school.—Lydia
Walter, July 5,

Oakley.—The Oakley church met in quarterly

council to-day. Three were received by letter.

Bro. Henry Fran'z is to hold a series of meetings
for us, commencing Sept. II. Our Communion
meeting is appointed for Sept- 24. at 4 P. M. Ar-
rangements were also made for some meetings to

be held in Oakley the coming fall or winter. The
mission and tract work were remembered with

literal donations.

—

D.J. Btickenstaff, June 24.

Arnold's Grove.—The members of this church

met in quarterly council June 24. Considerable

business came before the meeting, which was dis-

posed of in a Christian like manner. We decided

to hold our fall love feast Oct. 5, We will prob-

ably hold a series of meetings preceding the fea,st.

—W. H. Eisenbise, Ml. Carroll, III, June 25.

Chicago. — Our love feast, of June 27, was, in

ruth, a feast of love. Bro. Andrew Hutchison
fficiated. There were about forty-five members

present, and about half as many interested specta-

tors. At the last quarterly council it was decided

to hold an election for a deacon, after the morn-
vices, at the time of our June love feast.

The writer was chosen to that office. Bro. Hutchi-

nducted services in the evenings of June
2S, 29, and 30. Although the attendance was not

large, owing to the intense heat, those who did

attend were very much edified by the instruction

1 by our dear brother. By direction of the

ral Mission Board, Dr. G. H. VanDyke, of

Casstown, Ohio, is now with us, and has taken
harge of the dispensary.—5. L. Stover, 1588 N.
Ivers Ave., July 5

Mt. Vernon Church.—The members here met in

quarterly council June 19 Bro. Dan'l Ulery pre-

ded. Two were received into the church by
stter. The church decided to hold a love feast

Sept. 19,—D Z. A»gle, July 2.

Laplace.—During the past week I visited the

Laplace and Hutsonville churches. In member-
ship, Laplace is the strongest of Southern Illinois

:s. Twenty-two appointments are filled

each month by her active ministry. Their Sun-
day school is in excellent working order. We be-

speak a prosperous future for Laplace. The
:hurch near Hutsonville, although not so large,

has a working membership. Two Sunday schools

:cessful!y carried on. Being somewhat iso-

lated, it might be profitable, to both the church
and the community, to increase the number of

regular appointments. Here we had the pleasure

of visiting the homes of brother Clifford and sister

Metz, former students with us.—/ G. Royer,

July 10.

MINNESOTA.

Root River.—Our church met in council June 12.

snsiderable business came before the meeting.

rrangements were made for holding our love
feast, June 19. Bro. W. H. Albright held a week's
meetings before the feast. Several visiting breth-

ren and sisters were with us at our feast. Bro.

Harvey Fishbaugher was chosen to the ministry,
—Lizzie Broadwater, Praitu Queen, Minn., June 26.

PENNSYLVANIA.

Hyndman Church,—Bro. H. A. Stahl, of Glade,
Pa., came to us June 14, and labored most earnest-

ly with us till June 23. One was baptized, one
reclaimed and others are considering the cost.

The church was made stronger by the preaching
of our beloved brother.—/. H, Brumbaugh, June 24,

July 17, I897,

MISSOURI.

Prairie View Church.—We met in council July
3. Much business came before the meeting. Ac-
cording to the plan adopted by District Meeting, a
local mission board of five members was chosen
from the Prairie View church, to work up the mis-
sion territory within the limits of our congregation,

We hope each church in the Middle District of

Missouri will do its duty, and go to work, to follow

out the plan for mission work. Thus, we believe, a

great work can yet be accomplished in this mission
year. Sister Katie Wenger was chosen general
missionary solicitor for this church. Bro. N. S.

Goodman is our Sunday school superintendent for

the coming quarter. Our mission Sunday school,

near Glensted, has been reorganized, with Sister

Anna Bowman as Superintendent. Pray for the

success of this school. The Lord willing, our se-

ries of meetings will be held some time in Septem-
ber.—Ber./u Krng, St. Martins. Mo., July 8.

Whitesville Church.—It has been some time

since this church was heard from. We are still

moving along slowly. Bro. Jesse Shamberger
preaches twice a month for us now,—second 3nd
fourth Sunday?. We met in council July 26,

Brethren Jesse Shamberger and S B. Shirkey were

with us. A choice was held for a miniiter, which
fell on Bro. S. C. Taylor, who was duly installed.

One brother was received by letter. Brethren G.

W. Gebhart and S. C. Taylor were chosen as dele-

gates to District Meeting, and brethren J. S Bash-

ore and J. A. Haughtelin, alternates. We had the

pleasure of hearing Bro. James Z. Gilbert, of Belle-

ville, Kans., preach a few weeks ago. It was de-

cided to have a series of meetings this fall, con-

ducted by Bro. George Ellenberger, of Turney,

Uo.—Mcllie L. Taylor, Ju'y 3,

Kidder.—Bro. S Z. Sharp was with us on Sun-
day, June 27, and gave us two very interesting

A'e were especially interested in the

"The Week of Passion," which he il-

lustrates from his chart. The Kiddei

tion met in council July 3. The busi

disposed of in a Christian manner. We decided
to hold our love feast Oct. 9 and our series of

meetings Oct. 1. Two delegates were chosen to

represent us at the District Meeting.—/no. L. Brit-

baker, July 4.

INDIANA.

on R ieg a

Walnut Congregation.—We held our quarterly

council on Saturday, June 19, Notwithstanding
the heavy rains in the morning, a goodly number
of members was present. Much business came
before the meeting, but was all disposed of in a

Christian spirit. The church decided to hold her

Communion Oct. 15, at 4 P. M. This is to be

preceded by a week's meetings, beginning on Sat-

urday night, Oct, 9 Our harvest meeting is to be

held on Friday, Aug. 6.—E. Ben Mow, July 5,

Yellow River Church.—We hsld our love feast

June i8, Bro. E.S.Young officiating. About two

hundred members were present, On Saturday
morning the brethren delivered their farewell ad-

dresses, which were all very interesting. Meet-

ings were also held on Saturday night, Sunday,
and Monday night. Since our last report one was

received by baptism.

—

Alice Voder, Bourbon, Ind.,

July 5.

Little St. Joe Church.—This church met in

quarterly council June 12. Brethren Jeremiah

Gump and Henry Steckley were with us. All busi-

ness was, we trust, disposed of for the good of the

churtti. We appointed a Communion meeting to

be held Oct. 12, at 10 A. U.—Effis Stafford, Spcn-

cerville, Ind, June 20,

Upper Deer Creek.—This church held her quar-

terly council June 26, instead of the first Saturday

in June, which gave our brethren and sisters an

opportunity to attend the Annual Meeting and

return. The council was not largely attended, but

the business was transacted harmoniously and

pleasantly. Our Communion meeting was ap-

pointed for Oct. 9, at 2 P. M , with a series of

meetings to follow.— Artemas Smith, Deacon , Ind.,

July 7.
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Anderson Church.—One dear young sister was

baptized at this place last Sunday. This makes

s
:x taken into the church by baptism with n

about two months, without any revival or pro

traded meeting. Arrangements are being made

to hold a series of meetings some time in Sep'em-

ber. Brethren John McCarty and Walter Gustin

recently favored us with one meeting each. They,

3nd other?, have our cordial invitation to be with

us when possible.—/ S Alldredge, Cincinnati Ave

,

1.—We held our love feast June 12 and

13. Elders J. G. Royer and A. Heastand officiated.

\Ve had a soul- chei ring meeting,— Clara L. Wolf

July 8.

Bunker Hill.—Our love feast was held June 17.

The attendance and attention were good. Many

of the brethren and sisters from adjoining churches

were with us. About fifty-two communicants sur-

rounded the tables One more sister has been add-

ed to the church since our last report, Our visning

ministers were brethren F. B. Wimer, David Irvin,

and John Kurtz. June 21 a number of our members

met at sister Kaiser's home. After the sister was

anointed we held a feast of love. Sister Kaiser

has been sick quite a while and was greatly en-

couraged by the service —Ida S, Y.der, MiUersburg,

Ohio,Jun> 28.

Forgy. —Three were baptized in the Donnel's

Creek church, Ohio, yesterday. Five meetings

were held in our congregation. Some say it is too

hot to preach. It is rather hard on such " heavy
"

preachers, like myself, io preach twice on such a

hot day as yesterday, but what else can we do?

Shall we let Satan work and we lay idle? No, breth-

ren, preach, and work for the Lord,—hot or cold.

—

Hf/i'j' Frants.July 5,

Wooster Church.—The members here held their

Communion June 18. The attendance was very

large and the weather pleasant and enjoyable to

a«, both members and outsiders Visiting minis-

ters present were brethren David Brubaker, Levi

Feightner, John Kahler, S. Sprankle, R. Shroyer

and several others from adjoining churches.

Sprankle officiated, The services were over by eight

o'clock. Nearly one hundred and fifty member:

communed —Maria Runkle, Weilersville, Ohhjuly 3
TEXAS.

Blue Mound.—We met in quarterly council July

3. All business that came before the meeting was

disposed of with love and union. Two were re-

ceived by letter. We decided to send brethren

Daniel and J, A. Bowman as delegates to District

Meeting. We also decided to hold a series of

meetings commencing Aug. 16. Our love feast

will be held Aug. 21. We expect Bro. Click, of

Kansas, to be with us —Lizzie Bowman, Sagi-aw,

Tex
,
July s-

KANSAS.

Belleville.—This church met in special council

last Saturday, July 3 with Bro. J. Z- Gilbert pre-

siding. Among the business transacted was the

tlecting of our solicitors for the coming year, for

missions and tract work, and setting the time for

our fall love feast, and series of meetings for fall

and winter. After all business was finished, Bro.

Gilbert gave us a hearty admonition, one of the

best we have received in years,—something that

was needed. How good it is, to hear our young

bre'hren hold up so strongly for the old land

marks of the Brethren church!—Louisa /. Williams,

J'«y 7.

Ozawkie.—Bro. C. H. Brown, our District Evan-

gelist, came to us on the evening of the 3rd, and

delivered an able discourse on the subject of " Sin

and Grace." On Sunday, at 11 A, M. he preached

a very interesting missionary sermon. He
preached four sermons, in all, while with us, which

were highly appreciated by all who came out to

hear him. Bro. Brown is full of missionary z j al

and we hope many souls will be gathered into the

told as the result of the labors of our dear brother.

—ff, L. Bramtuil,Jufy 5.

THE GOSPEL ^LESSE^O-ErR,.

Independence. — The members of this church

met in regular quarterly council today. Two were

received by letter. We decided to hold two feasts

this fall. The first is to be held at a mission point

about fifteen miles southeast of Independence, at

the Round Prairie schoolhouse, on Saturday, Oct.

2. The secord will be held at Independence, on
Saturday, Nov. 6, with a series of meetings to be-

gin one week previous.—Jacob B>its,July 3,

WASHINGTON.

Lyle.—May 27 we met with the members in

Klickitat County. Arrangements have been ma^e
for meetings at different places. We held, in all,

1 meetings and a love feast June 19. One
ul was received by baptism. The members

at that place seem very zealous for the Master.

At the love feast we were deeply impressed with

Christ's language, " Blessed are they that hunger

and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be

filled." The members at this place had not en-

joyed a love feast for several years, and had heard

no Gospel preaching for a year. They are anxious

to have a minister locate among them. Any one,

whom the Lord may direct in their way, ntay ad-

dress B. B. Spangler, Lyle, Wash. If God pros-

pers our wav wih health and strength, we will do
whatever mission work we can for the Master, in

Oregon, during the next few months.— Geo. C
Carljunt 2t.

NEBRASKA.

Red Cloud Church.—Our quarterly council con-

vened June 19 We decided to hold a love feast

sometime this fall. There are some prospects of

some ministers locating here. We have one resi-

dent minister and two deacons. Brethren C. B.

Smith, and S. Bucklew, were here and preached

several interesting sermons. We have plenty of

rain, and crops look fine.

—

Sarah Moh'*r,June 25.

McCook. — The writer, being aged and infi>m,

and feeling that the time of her departure is draw-

ing near, was anointed on Monday, June 2t, at the

home of her daughter, Mary Stryker. Elders

Jacob Nofziger and John Garber administered the

sacred rite. It was a glorious privilege to meet

these brethren. The only preaching I hear, by

the Brethren, is through the good old Messenger

I have been here six weeks, and find the people

very hospitable.

—

Lovica Woodard, June 21.

OREGON.

Rogue River Valley Church. — We held our

quarterly council July 3, at the churchhouse near

Talent. Considerable business came before the

council, but was disposed of in a Christian spirit.

We expect to have a new kitchen built to our

churchhouse, 20 x 24 feet in size, in the near fu-

ture. Our Sunday school is prospering nicely.

We are having from three to six meetings each
Sunday. The Ministerial and District Meetings for

Oregon, Washington and Idaho will be held at

Talent, as follows: Ministerial Meeting Sept ig

and 16, and District Meeting, Sept. 17 and iK.

Love feast the the 18th.

July.

: over Sunday, Sept. 19.

—

Su

Meetings to

n M. Khodis,

NORTH DAKOTA.

Gando.- We have appointed our harvest meeting

for the first Sunday in A'jgust, to be held about six

miles northwest of Grand Harbor. Brethren visit-

ing this County, are invited to attend our meeting.

At our meeting, two weeks ago, west of Cando, six

young sisters made the good confession, and were

received into the church. We are having fine grow-

ing weather

—

M. A. Eisers/iour, Grand Harbor, N,

Dak July 10.
CALIFORNIA.

Los Angeles.— July 4 was a busy day with the

church workers and church worshipers in the city.

At 9 A. M. we had Sunday school at the Lacy

Street mission, now under the care of Sister Buck-

waiter, assisted by Bro. Wilbur Guthrie. At 10 A.

M. we had Sunday school at the church, and at 11

A. M
,
preaching. At 1: 30 P. M. the funeral serv-

ices of the daughter ot Eld. Trostle were held.

The body then was laid quietly to rest in Boyle

Heights cemetery. At 3 P. M. the west side Sun-

day school mission, at their children's meeting, en-

joyed an interesting season of Bible work. Sixty

or more scholars were present. The work is under

the care of Sister Buckwalter, Sister Evans, and

others, and promises much success. How true it

is, often, that the willing ones seem to have more

than their share of work to do! Here the one sis-

ter either superintended, or took a prominent

place, in three Sunday schools in one day! May

laggards everywhere be stirred up to put their

shoulders to the wheel and help in the great work,

lest, in the great day of reckoning, the real workers

will carry away all the prizes, and the indolent go

away poor, wretched, and naked. A rich and glor-

ious crown of glory awaits the willing, zealous

workers.- /. S. Flory,July }.

WEST VIROINIA.

Eglon. — June 28 our brethren preached at

Glade V ew and at Brook«ide. In the evening one

was baptized. July 4 Bro, I O Thompson preached
for us at M >p'e Spring. We also had Sunday school

and singing the same day.

—

Rachel Weimer, fvriy,

U>, Va
, July I).

CORRESPONDENCE

To the churches of the above mentioned District

we have this to say: As we are making arrange-

ments to send an evangelist among the isolated

churches in the western part of our District, we
would be very thankful if the churches, desiring

mss'on woik done, would notify the secretary at

and place which would suit them best for their

meeting, and we will then make arrangements

with our evangelist, and notify our minister sent

out. He will then notify the churches as to the

time of meeting, as we do not wish to limit his

time, but expect him to be governed by the in-

terest manifested (and especially so by the mem-
bers). Our churches will please remember that

it requires grit, grace, and money to successfully

cairy on those meetings, and that we can only

work until our means are exhausted, and no longer.

A hint to the wise is sufficient.

As some of the churches have not yet sent in

their quoto for expenses of Standing Committee,

for 1897, etc., we would request that this matter

be attended to as soon as convenient.

Osborne, Kani, July .

l'HIl

Front Moscow, Idaho.

While in Moscow, yesterday, listening to Bro.

D L Miller delivering one of his Talks on Bible

Lands, to a very attentive audience of our people

and others, and again to-day, when visiting some

isolated members north of Spokane, Wash , with

Bro. D. L. Miller, my thoughts went back to some

of the thickly-settled communities of our people

in the East, who have many ministers in their

midst, and often hear God's Word preached.

These children of God, here, are crying, " Come

over and preach to us," but no one answers their

cry. Brother and sister Miller were both in tears

to-day, when these people who have not heard

the Word of God preached, by one of our ministers,

for over two years, said, "Oh! can you not stay

with us?" Or, if you cannot stay, will you not

try to send us a preacher? " They broke down

and cried like childreo. To tell the truth, there

was not a dry eye among aoy of us. Bro. Miller

will make a report of this through the Messenger,

and how he found many members who have lived

in Washington and Idaho from ten to twenty years.

G. L, McDonauoh.

July 5.
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City, Md , the

ibis became :

asked, relativ

Lord's weik

the Homes ii

good Conference in Frederick

minds of our breihren and sis-

lirred, and many questions were

: to the different lines of the

Prominent among them were

the Brotherhood for our poor

members; and, by permission of our dear ed'

itors, I Will write a few lines for the Gospel
Messenger, which may be of interest to tbosc

concerned, especially in Kansas, and of some

advantage to the Home.
We need not discuss the merits of the

Home. Keeping the poor is the Lord's work,

and experience has taught us that this is tbe

best way to do it; that point is settled. They

have come to stay, and are still coming. Oar

Home is four years old, superintended by Eld.

Thomas G. Winey and wife, at present. Like

many other things, it must be saeu to be ap-

preciated. So far, it has given good satisfac-

tion. Could the donors see for themselves,

they could more cheerfully and, perhaps, more

liberally, donate, The Trustees thought it

good for tbe solicitors, if they have neve* seen

the Home, to go and spend two or three days,

so as to become well acquainted with its work-

ings, to qualify themselves to answer questions

intelligently.

We have admitted no children yet, as funds

and conveniences are wanting. Because of

the extreme financial depression in Kansas,

caused by the drouth, our courage failed us to

make the attempt to increase our funds, but,

at tbe last Tiustee meeting, it was decided to

canvass the entire State, each Trustee (if be

cannot go himself) to appoiat a good solicitor,

or solicitors, who shall see every member in

their respective District, sometime in the sum-

mer and fall of 1897, and we hope they will

meet with a liberal response. 1 have always

found the brethren and sisters liberal in a

good work when they could determine their

sacred ordinances for the first lime. Tbi

services were made rich with Bible thought:

from the visiting ministers,—a real spiritua

feast 10 the child of God On Sunday morning

we greatly enjoyed the short, bot very in

struciive and spicy taiks to the Sunday school

from a number of the brethren. At to 30

A. M. Bro. Walker preached the f-meral ser-

mon of Maggie May, little daughter of Bro.

S. B and Sister Diana Thomas.
Two young sisters were baptized and one re-

claimed since our last report.

Mrs. L. H. Dickey.
Alvada, Ohio, June sS,

From Palestine, Ark.

nd/r< In !

the fact ot Brother and S
leaving us and going lo India, ir

mission work, was brought befo

At this meeting

June 26. Thi

emembered a

D. L. Forney'

specia

ve reorganized our Sunday
school. The work of its organization had been
conducted heretofore during Sunday school,

greatly to its disadvantage. We also reorgan-

ized our prayer meeting, by having three

members appointed as Prayer Meeting- Com
mittee, into whose hands the management anc

welfare of the meetings are committed.

Tbe interest in the erection of the meeting
hou«e is still growing, and we hope, by indi

vidual exertion, with the solicitation of 0111

missionaries, to be in possession of a desirable

place of worship of our own, in the near future

A, B. OmvEK.
July 2.

From Sheldon, Iowa.

District Mission Bo? rd, Sister Dove L. Sauble
(one of our volunteer missionaries) was appoint-

ary, to devote her entire

for the benefit of North-
west Baltimore Miss on, until further notice.

All donations of c othing, Messengers, and
money for this mis sion work, will be most
thankfully received at 1607 Edmondson Ave-
nue, Baltimore, Md. Help us in this new and

:r Sauble just returned from a three

visit in Brooklyn, N. Y„ with Sister

preparatory to beginning her work in

Including our efforts at tbe late Annual
teeting, we now have $677 cash, and S377 sub-

criptions in our Home Mission Fund for a lot

and house of worship,—a total of £1,054.

The lot alone will cost a great deal more
than this. We need a house very much,

since the weather is so warm, we csn
hardly endure the heat in our crowded little

Dear reader, will you join our list of

a, to give 50 cents each, and ask others tc

do likewise, and thus assist us in our much
needed work? Address the writer.

J. S. Geishr.
i6oy £dmo?idson Ape,,

Baltimore, Md., July j,

solicitor would be a good help, as he know;

better how much is needed; and if there art

any outside of Kansas who feel to donate t<

the household of faith, we gladly give the op
portunity. We arc well supplied, however
with all that is necessary, except money and
good books for the library. Whatever may be
sent to the Home, at Booth, Kans , either

ey or books, will be greatly appreciated,

thankfully received.

At present there are four brethren and three

sisters m the Home. Two sisters, who are

among their friends, have not yet returned

Two aged brethren died within the last three

years. We have room to accommodate sever
al more. Make application to the Trustee in

your District. A Brethren's meetinghouse is

within twenty-five rods. Two preaching serv-

ices are held each Sunday, with a good Sunday
school. Nine Brethren's homes are within

half, direct. We hav
beautiful location and a good, healthy climate.

In a few years more, if Providence smilas, the
Home may rank among the best, all things
considered. I, therefore, make an argent
appeal to the Brotherhood in Kansas, to

lay up treasure in heaven, by liberally endow-
ing this good institution, which will stand as a
monument of mercy to succeeding generations,
dedicated to God for the use of his p«or saints.

Its charter is the Bible, and the institution is

conducted in harmony with the State law of

Kansas. Enoch Ear.
Booth, Kans., July j.

From the Rome Church, Ohio,

On Saturday, June 26, at 9 A. M., tbe Mis-
sion Board of Northwestern Ohio convened at

our home. In consequence of the important
business coming before the Board, they called
several other brethren to their assistance.
They did the best they possibly could for the
advancement of the mission work in the Dis-
trict. Sister Kaylor remains in charge of the
Fostoria mission for the present. Elders S. A.
Walker and L. H. Dickey fill the preaching
appointments alternately. The Board ad-
journed about 4 P. M. At s P. M. was the
time appointed for our love feast. With our
company we at once wended our way to the
sanctuary, where we had the happy privilege
of meeting a large number of brethren and sis-

ters around the tables of the Lord. Among
tbe number were many who are yet young in
years, as well as babes in Christ. Six, that
recently entered the fold, participated in the

.Ml ii.

The.

members living there. (

from the church, here a

the privilege of building

and soliciting funds fo:

they be organized into

1 council June 29. Con-

sme before the meeting,

gly, disp sed of in a sat-

in Nobles County, Minn.
ministers and about forty

Owing to the distance

Sheldon, they asked

iew meetinghouse

parate congrega-
tion. Their requests were granted, These
brethren are greatly in need of a larger and
more convenient place of worship than school-

bouses.

Our Communion, of June 26, was well at-

tended. This is, perhaps, the most delightful

season of the year in the Northwest. Weaihei
is generally pleasant and the reads good, thus
making driving a pleasure.

About thirly members and friends drove
forty and fifty miles, in order to be at our feast,

Brethren J. Early, C. S. Hillery and Abram
Buck were with us, to labor in word and doc-

trine.
J. E. Rolston.

J»ne jo.
t

Northwest Baltimore Mission.

It was our happy privilege to receive a
three days' visit from Eld. S. N. McCann last

month. He preached one sermon in Wood-
berry, and three in our ball.

n this section of the city that Bro.
McCann preached when he first came to Balii-

ore, about thirteen years ago. Since then
s labors among the Brethren in Baltimore
ive been frequent and earnest. He did
ucb toward establishing the present prosper-
is condition of our work in this city, and is

to-day wielding a remarkable influence for

As he preached his last sermon, we thought
of Paul's farewell address to the Ephesian eld-

ers, in Acts 20: 25-38. God bless and keep
our dear brother, is our prayer.

During the second quarter of 1897 our North-
west Baltimore Mission Sunday school held

offifty-one. Three of our scholars joined the
church April 15, The regular collections

07,—an average of 5:62 per

From the Eight Mile Church, Iod.

This church has been without a residi

inister for some two or three years. Prior

ir coming here, last February, they had only

eighteen months. They kept

June 37 our

lo S3 (devoted

mi^mnp.ry collection amounted
to home work). Beginning with

: commenced to take up a mis-
ion on the last Sunday of each
of these missionary collcaimis
rVolr, r Mis ork i

city. The third one of each quarter is sent to
some distant or foreign mission.
Through the kind help of the General Mis-

sionary and Tract Committee and our State

up their Sunday school, hi

together. I came here Feb. 13,

thirty-three sermons. As an immediate result

fourteen were baptized and there are two ap-
plicants. Seeing they needed a minister, they
arranged with me to locate with them. They
rendered me much needed financial assistance,

and now I am with them, having moved here
April 14 So far, the brethren have done their

part well. I koow several good ministers that

would be glad to give their time to the work if

the church would help, and I know several

churches that need some help of the ministry.

ear brethren, do not let the cause suffer for a
w dollars!

We held our first quarterly council last Sat-

urday. We had a very good meeting. Sisti

Harding not having been present when h>

husband was received into the church, w;

duly received by the members.
Our love feast will be Nov. 6. Meeting wi

jmmence at 10:30. J. V, Felthousk.

7»0'S- _
From the Mound Church, Mo.

This church met in quarterly council July
3. Bro. E. E. John and J. E. Mohler. of Lee-
ton, Mo., were present with us. Bro. E. E
John has been our elder for some time and
has been faithful in the discharge of his duty
but on account of his resignation, Eld. G. W.
Lentz was chosen in his stead,

Bro. Ira Witmore was advanced to th
second degree of tbe ministry. Two deacon
were chosen, and the lot fell on brethren C

Christenson and F. Enos. There was a sol

icitor appointed to solicit funds for the poo
in India and Asia. A committee was als>

appointed for mission work in our own vi

cinity. The church at this place seems to b>

growing very much spiritually. We feel th<

need of more work being done by every one.

expect Bro. A. Hutchison, of McPher
Cans., to begin a series of meetings a

this place, Sept- 4, and continue two or threi

eeks. Our love feast will be Sept. 24,

Cora M. Lentz.
Adrian, Mo,

Hints to Our Solicitors.

3. Never dictate any specified sum, hm
teach them tbe apo-tlc's doctrine, "Give ac-
cording as the Lord bas prospered," and then
trust to their honesty that they will give ac.
cording to their ability.

4. Establish, if possible, a systematic plan nf
giving in your territory. Have them subscribe

int, to be paid quarterly. If money he
:e, take its equivalent in such things as
have,—fruits, grains and produce of all

kinds, etc. An excellent plan, which has been
and proved to be a success in gathering

the Lord's portion of the fruits of the earth, is

apart, in the spring of the year, a certain
nt of acres, the proceeds of which are t

be used in spreading tbe good news.

5. Never solicit in the congregation on Sun-
day, as it is not conducive to spiritual life.

6. Finally, pray much over this important
work of making available the money power of

the church, which has been entrusted to your
LrC C. K. BURKHOLDER.
Octavia, Nebr., June 28.

"There is some force and some wit in the
remark of one of the paragraph writers that

the youDg man who, before marriage, is willing

to lay the whole world at the feet of his lady

aherr riage will 1

And how like

set of their rem
'anything,' but w
be prevailed upi

class, shake hands with

public testimony,

years, can hardly

teach a Sunday school

tranger, or give a

-MATRIMONIAL-

CARTER-MILLER.-At the home of the

bride's parents, Bro. Samuel and Sister Mary
Miller, June 30, 1807, by the writer, Civilia

1a Miller and John W. Carter, a'l of Che-
McLean Co., 111. Henry J. Forney.

FALLEN + ASLEEP

K words of the apostle, " Be not slothful

siness," are as applicable to you as any
other business man. It means this:

That the treasury be not allowed to be
emptied before you begin soliciting, for that

uld leave the church in the same deplorable
idition as were the virgins who neglected to

;e sufficient oil.

:. That the soliciting be not delayed until

the brethren have assembled in council-meet-
ng, but that you visit each member regularly,

u stated periods. Greet them with an encour-
iging word, informing them of the prosperous
:ondition of the special mission you are labor-
ng for. Show the great opportunity for doing

ZUCK. — In the Conestoga congregation,

Lancaster Co., Pa., June 26, 1807, Christian

Zuck, aged 75 years, 10 months and 20 days.

Services by the Brethren, from Heb. 9: 27, 28.

I. W. Taylor.

SPANGLER.—At Red Oak, Preston Co.,

W. Va., July 1, 1897, of old age. Sister Mary E.
Spangler. aged 88 years. She was a consistent

member of the Brethren church for forty years.

She was born in Germany. Funeral occasion

improved by the writer, from Psa. 17: 15. She
made her own selection of text, as well as

speaker. Jonas Fike.

HECKLER.—In the Weeping Water con-

gregation, near Alvo, Cass Co., Nebr., July 1,

1897, Horace M. Heckler, son of Jesse Y. and
Barbara Heckler, aged 36 years, 3 months and
2 days. Funeral services by the Brethren, in

the Christian church at Elmwood, Nebr. The
deceased was buried in the Brethren's burying
ground at the Weeping Water church.

SAMPSON.—In the bounds of tbe Silver

Creek church, Ohio, June 16, 1897, of organical

trouble, Homer Sampson, aged I year, 1
ths and 23 days. Funeral services were

conducted by Eld. Sholty. A. A. Throne.

HARSHMAN.—In Chicago, 111., June 15,

897, Thomas Harsbman, aged 36 years, 6

months and 5 days. The body was brought to

Sterling, 111., for burial. Funeral services

preached by the writer, in the Brethren's

eetinghouse, July 4. P. R. Keltner.

HUMER.—At his home, west of Channte,
Kans., June r8, 1897, Bro. Samuel T. Humer,
iged 70 years, 3 months and 24 days. De-
eased was born in Cumberland County, Pa.,

reb. 2i, 1827. He was married to Elizabeth

Kunkle Feb, 17, 1852, moved to Illinois in 1865,

nd to Neosho County, Kans., in 1880. He,

ith his companion, joined the Brethren church

forty years ago. To thei

Inur lived a devoted

tian life, which endeared him to all who
him, and died in the hope of a glorious

Ttality. He passed away peacefully. An
aged companion, with six children, is left,

Funeral occasion improved by the writer,

Sidney Hodgdrn,
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FRITZ.— I" the Brother's Valley congrega-

lion, Somerset Co , Pa., June q, 1S97. Bro. Wm.
H Fritz, aged 6g years, 10 months and 15 days.

Interment at the Reiman church. Funeral

services by M. Wcyland and the writer.

D. H. Walker,

BALDWIN—Also, in the Middle Creek

church, Somerset Co., Pa., June 20, 1807, Bro.

Tacob Baldwin, aged 30 years, 10 months and 2

days. Inteiment at the Weller church, three

miles north of Somerset. Services by D. H.

Walker, assisted by Eld. Haupt (Evangelical).

D. H. Walkrr,

NEHER.—In Clinton County, Ind., May 29,

[8<;7, Joseph A Neher, aged 41 years, 5 months

and 7 days. Funeral services at Pleasant

View, by Mr. Teeter, of the Progressive church,

assisted by Eld. Isaac Billbeimer. A wife and

fiue children are left. Mr. Neher was at work

in his ax-handle factory, when a piece of tim-

ber struck him in the thigh, and severed an

artery. In twenty minutes he had passed

away. John E. Metz.kr.

GOCHENOUR.— In Flora, Ind., June 25,

1807, Joseph McClellen, son of Bro. David and

Sister Mary Gochenour, aged 31 years, o.

months and 26 days. Our friend was can

ing near Flora. June 24 he went to bed in the

evening, as well as usual, but was found dead

the next morning. He was brought to his fa-

Iher's. in Clinton County, Ind , and the funeral

services were held in the Pleasant

church, by Eld. Isaac Billbeimer, from

12: 28. His mother and one sister preceded

him. His father, two sisters and four brothers

mourn their loss. John E. Metzgkr,

DEIHL.— In the Barren Ridge church, Au
gusta Co., Va., June 23, 1897, Olden Ogden, in

fant son of Bro. Frank Deihl, aged 7 months

and 24 days. Funeral services by Bro. J, C,

Garber. N. Walter Coffman.

DENER—At Eldorado Springs, Mo., Jan

19, 1897. Bro. Henry Dener. Deceased was

burn in Rockingham County, Va., May 8, 1839

and was married to Hannah L. Miller Aug. 2,

1859. He was a great sufferer, but bore his

affliction with great patience. He was a

friend of the Brethren before be united with

the church. He built a churchhouse

Virginia and turned it over to the Brethi

church. He united with the church in i!

and was faithful till ihe end, Funeral i

proved by the undersigned, from Job 14:

cuntcii DinixToi; v.

Los Angeles, CaL — No. 23S South Har

Chicago, III.—183 Thirteenth Place. Sen

ft « ANNUUNUbMblNlc? *

LOVE FEASTS.

June 20. AiittL Kit

COBB.— In the Four Mile congregation,

Ind., May 3!, 1897, of paralysis, Sister Rebec-

ca, wife of Bro. Jas. Cobb, aged 52 years,

'

months and 17 days. Deceased was born Jul

14, 1844, in Green County, Ohio. She united

in marriage with Jas. Cobb May 22, 1862. To
this union were bom three children. The eld-

est of them preceded her to the spirit world

She lived a consistent member of the Germar
Baptist church for about twenty-eight years

For som; years she suffered from rheumatism,

and since March, 1896, has had several strokes

of paralysis. After an unconsciousness of six-

ty hours she passed away. She leaves a foster-

mother, husband, son and daughter. Funeral

services by Bro. Jacob Rife, assisted by Bro.

Carey Toney. Interment in the College Corner

W HALEY.—Near Velpen, Pike Co., Ind. (a

southern mission point), June 20, 1897, Bro. Le-

roy, son of friend William and Sister Cordelia

A. Whaley, aged 28 years. His sick;

consumption, but he faced the inevits

Christian fortitude. He united with the church
March 24, D, F. H
LEE.—Near Pontiac, 111., July 1, 1897, Sister

Mary Lee, aged 68 years, q months and 4 days.

Funeral discourse by the writer, to a large and
sympathizing audience Thos. Keiser.

CRUMMER.—Near North Webster, Ind,

June 27, 1897, Stella Mariam Crummer («/,

Morehead), aged 26 years, 11 months and 29
days. She was baptized into our church
(R'ethren) about two weeks before her death.

She was anointed the same day she was bap-
tised, being a strong believer in James 5. Fu-
neral services by the writer, from Jer, 15: 9.

H. H. Brali.ier.

BAUGH MAN.—In the Yellow Creek church,
Bedford Co., Pa., June 21, 1897, John Tobias,
son of Bro. Herman and Sister Phebe Baugh
flan, aged 3 years, 4 months and 5 days. Fu-
neral services by Bro. D. A. Stayer, assisted by
J. S, Rush, from Amos 4: 12,

Katik Stayer

B. L. CARTER, Oirard, 111., «w

Dry Goods, Shoes, Etc,

Baltimore City Church.

Children at Work—Weekly; well-illnstra.

d; contains the Sunday school lesson, with
rplanation, etc., adapted to the understanding
I small children, No better publication can

be found for the little boys and girls of oar
Sunday schools.

• • ADVERTISEMENTS <

Europe and Bible Lands.

Not all can go to foreign lands and see fc

themselves the many interesting sights pn
sented to the observant traveler. Many hav

neither time nor means to spend in that direi

tion, and yet they would like to know somi

thing about the world at large. To such w
recommend " Europe and Bible Lands.

With those who are interested in Bible study

this work will always remain a favorite,

Those who have read the ordinary book of

travel will be surprised to find "Europe and

Bible Lands" of thrilling interest for both old

and young. Those who have not yet secured a

copy of the work should embrace this opportu-

nity of securing it. Price, in fine cloth binding,

only $1.25 per copy, post-paid. To agents who
are prepared to push an active canvass of the

work, we are willing to give special induce-

ments. For particulars address:

Pun KG HOWS
Mt. Mori . Ill

Do You Want Fine Stock?

Classified Minutes of Annual Meeting.

Not all the members of our church have

that perfect knowledge of our principles, that

is so desirable. Others there are who are well

acquainted with the church as it exists, but

who would like to know something of her past

history, as regards her gradual growth and de-

velopment. In fact, all who are interested in

the welfare of the church, that is so dear to all

of us, should have access to a complete com-

pilation, such as is found in the "Classified

Minutes of Annual Meeting," with the appen-

dix, containing the Minutes up to the year

1892. We sell this work at only $1.50 for cloth

binding. Be sure to send for a copy while the

apply Is still on hand. Those who have the

old tdition of the "Classified Minute*," can

hare the "Appeidix" la separata blidisgfor

"IT *i CHU, A64r«H tb.f office

Well Pleased with the
Song Book.

For 35 cents we will send a copy of the ahovc
named honk and a coupon for same amount
which will be accepted for 35 cents on first or
der of 12 or inure buoks at £3.60 per dozen pre

paid. Address:

Brethren Publishing House,
Mt. Morris, 111

James T. Quinlan,

SHIPPING & COMMISSION MERCHANT
305 S, Charles St., Baltimore, Md,

Do You Sing?
If so.haveyou examined the Brethren Sun-

day School Song Book? It is a well-arranged

and carefully-selected collection of songs suit;

ble for the Sunday Si hnol, Prayer Meeting 1

Social Gathering.

Thousands of them have been sold, and '

introduce the book this offer is made to Sui

day School Superintendents and Choristers,

Order a copy, either round or shaped not

accompanied with 35 cents, the retail pri<

and we will send the book and a coupon good
for 35 cents on the first dozen books or-

dered at the regular price, $3.60 per dozen pre>

paid. Address:

Doctrinal Outlines

Is a book of 77 closely-printed pages th;

fcrnwinn in lavor wherever it is known. It

work for ministers, Sunday school workers

others, containing outlines on the following

Historical, Doctrinal, Missionary, Secret Si

eties, Homiletics, Revivals, The Sunday School

The Home.
It is highly prized in Smyrna. (See page 41

of Messenger.) Order soon, as the m
on hand is limited. Price, paper cov

cents; cloth, 25 cents, prepaid.

Brethren Puhlishing Housb,
Mt. Morris, 111

The Doctrine of the Brethren Defended.

We are admonished by the apostle to give i

reason to every man of the hope that is in us

Often we are interrogated upon points of

cburch doctrine on which we cannot give the

desired information, and would be glad

know just where to get it. "The Doctrine

the Brethren Defended " contains a complete

exposition of the Faith and Practice of the

Brethren, the Divinity of the Holy Spirit, Im-

mersion, Feet-wasbing, the Lord's Supper, the

Holy Kiss, Non-conformity, Secret Societies,

etc, Price, per copy, cloth binding, $i.iy,

ministers, ti.oo. Address this office for farther

particulars concerning terms to agents,

Our Publications.

The Oospel Messenger.—A large, religious

weekly,—published in the interest of the Breth-

or German Baptist church and their only

gnized rhurch organ, Price, Si. 50 per

The Young Disciple.—An illustrated week-
ly for the young. This is one of the roost In-

teresting Sunday school papers published, and
should be used in all the schools within reach

Brethren's Family Almanac—Every fam-

ily should have this Almanac; complete in ev-

ery way. Price, per copy, 10 cents; special

terms to energetic agents.

Brethren's Quarterly.—Prepared for all ad-

vanced classes. It contains the lesson texts

and a complete explanation of the lesson

throughout. In preparing this quarterly we
keep constantly in view the needs ot the

Brotherhood, and aim to fully adapt It to their

tcrlpllui

3M c-

Juvenile Quarterly.—Prepared especially

for the intermediate classes, This is one of the

neatest, and best illustrated quarterlies pub-

lished. The pictures are selected with great

care, and every lesson is Illustrated. The tittle

folks are delighted with It,

Single ubicrlplion, pet y«>r t» ctoli

Sunday School Supplies.—We keep any
thing that is used in Sunday school work,

Write us for prices on goods not adver-

tised here,

TetUmeuti, flexible, red-edge, per doaen . . . | 81

Sunday School Reward Cards.—Our stock

of cards is large and presents a variety

in styles and prices so as to please all,

Please send us a trial order and be coi-

,".«.'£"'
™ ,7 a™, ...»M M,

or Dealgni, ve "" """•',•

na°'o"p."ndF ow=I°,UK -a
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Other Helps.—

W

c are prepared to furnish

Bible Dictionaries, Commentaries, Maps, and

Bibles of every description. Always write is

before ordering elsewhere,

When ordering cards be sare to give nam-

ber and price as well as the lame, so that there

may be 10 mistake.
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DISTRICT flEETINUS.

LOVE FEASTS.

'. M., Mnple Bprln

ili'U I i', Kmiih

' Oin /rrfi't to AflSlic

FAMILY BIBLES.

HOMESEEKERS'

EXCURSION
To North Dakota

!

Tuesday, July 20th, August 3rd,

August 17th, 1897.

The Great Northern Railway

Will sell Tickets to Northern Minnesota

North Uakliu [mints, including the

Cando Branch to the Turtle

One Fare for the
Round Trip

Fmm St. I'aul and Minneapolis plus

ickets good for 21 days from date of sal

1N0 1 Dako t begin

There will be a love feast at the Cando
church July 24.

Those wishing to go on

get further particulars by addressing

MAX BASS,

120 S.Clark St.

Gitn

Chicago, 111.

If you buy a Family Bible from a book
agent, you pay, m all probability, a great

deal more than what the same book could

be bought fur from us. You can rest as-

sured that in quality of binding, etc., we
give you dollar for dollar, and are ready to

...Land Department...

Northern Pacific Railway Co.

In Central North Dakota

FREE Government Land, Crop Payment
Land, Railroad Land, at $3 to $5 per

Acre, on Ten Years' Time,
Interest, 6 per cent.

Wells, Foster and
...Eddy Counties

erous Public Schools, Healthy Clir

ood Water, obtainable at from 18 to
;

feet, black-loam Soil with clay Sub-

soil, Railroad Competition,

A German Baptist Church at Carrlngton,

with a Nice Churchhouse
Free of Debt.

It wi

ble Cal

payy hi to get our illustrated Bi-

A postal card will bring it

we you dollars. Address;

O. W. MOTT,

WM. H. PHIPPS,
ST, PAUL, MINN.

" Our Profits to Missions!

...MONEY IS SCARCE...

Yet Sunday School Teachers, and others,

in need of a good Bible for

Practical Use,

...BUT...

TEACHER'S BIBLE

Our No. 144, well-bound,

Self-pronouncing, mar-
ginal reference, Bour-
geois (large) type, divin-

ity circuit as per illus-

leather bound
and linen lined to the

edge, Oxford Concord-
and Helps, with-

it the illustrations that

ake so many hooks

imbersome.gold edges
itle, publishers' price, $4.00, which we

ill send prepaid to any express office

FOR $2.05...

The book is no cheap reprint, but has good
paper, clear print, and will render excellent
service for the money.

Address your orders to

Brethren Publishing House,
Mt. Morris, 111,

REPORT

ANNUAL MEETING

!

The last Annual Meeting being

exceedingly interesting, by reason

of the many important topics dis-

cussed, all our members should

have a copy of the Report. Send

your order to-day ! Price, 25 cts.

per copy, or $2.50 per dozen.

Address this office.

BUCK MIK WATCH I'll.ms "."

NKWL'HMKk',
.

"We call special attention to oar unsur.

passed facilities in procuring for onr reader,

book published, at especially low prices.

Id ordering books always give title of book,

author and publisher,

July 17, i89?

Teeter's Commentary.

You shou.d, by all means, have the

Wew Testament Commentary, becau e

1. It is non-sectarian

,

2, It is brief and to the point.

j. No effort is made to evade the sensed a
single text, however unpopular.

4. It is Impartial in iis explanation of si]

texts, whether doctrinal, practical, or historical

5. It does not burden the reader with lengthy
speculative theories.

6. More actual knowledge may be gained in

a given time of its study, than of others, be-

cause of its close adherence to the text.

7. Its arrangement Is simple, and easily

comprehended, by even the ordinarily edncal
ed_

S Its style of language is especially adapt-

ed to the common reader.

9. Seven helps are usua^y fou?,<5 on each

page to get at the truth, vis.t

(1) The Authorized (or common) Version of

the New Testament

(2) The Revised Version of the New Testa.

(3) The usual marginal references of the Au-
thor'zed Version following each verse,

{4) The best marginal readings of the Au-
thorized Version.

(S) The marginal readings of the Revisrf
Version,

(tS) The explanatory notes on the text,

(7) The references in the notes, {a) to other

notes, directly on the subject or in comparisti
with it; {0) to other texts, directly on the sub.

ject or in comparison with it

10. It Is a safe book to have in a family of

children, because <i) it will lead them into thi

truth, and (2) keep them out of religious error.

. Tha small price asked for it is as nothing

ipared with the great good that may be had
from a diligent study of it by all classes of per

(l) It will impress the unconverted -.j

heed the bidding of Christ, "Come untc me,'

(2) It will equip the Christian to "give 1
on of the hope that is in " hirn : {3) It will

aid the Sunday school worker in the stuoy 01

his New Testament lesson, (4) It will furnish

the minister with many subjects among tL:

ootes, sufficiently expanded for the ground-
work of sermons, directly in line w:th the st;.,<

of the place and text.

The work Is in two large volumes,
print Is excellent and the binding the

best.

11;

Bound in cloth, per set,

Bound in half leather, ....
Bound in morocco, ....

»4 00

4 5°

On receipt of price the two volumes will be
sent prepaid to any part of the United States,

Good terms to agents desiring to canvass for

the work. Address:

Brethren Publishing House,
Mount Morris, III.
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NEBRASKA

FARM^

LANDS.

ich is unsurpassed fur

liness, and is easily culti-

vated, yk'jding all va-

rieties of crops. That is

what Nebraska offers to

the home seeker. Lands
pamphlet

>ing Nebraska, mailed free
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Additional perplexities seem to be brewing in

parts of India, as though the famine and plague

were- not enough for one time. The famine has

made the natives more or less irritable, and being

urged to acts of hostilities by fanatical Moham-
medans, some murders have been committed and a

few riots are reported. The main trouble is in the

vicinity of Calcutta. Here it appears to require the

strength and skill of the military force to keep the

lawless element in subjection. And though the ri-

ots have ceased for the present, the situation is

grave. It is not known what the trouble may yet

lead to. This is probably eight hundred miles

northeast of where our missionaries are located, and
does not, in any manner, affect their work.

The director-general of the French Mission in

the Levant has received from some of the Armeni-
an notables and Gregorian bishops, a report on the

situation of affairs in Armenia. It took the man,
having the report in charge, nearly three months to

get through the Turkish lines. The report fills

thirty printed pages, and gives a vast amount of in-

formation, much of which is appalling. It states

that while wholesale murder is not now carried on,

still, the innocent Armenians are being put out of

the way steadily, and that some of the Turks seem
determined to completely destroy the whole race.

Among other things, the report says: "Armenians
who do not pay everything demanded by the tax-

collectors are arrested. Women are taken through
the streets with chains around their necks, and kept
for days without food. In some cases they are

fastened to pillars, head downward. Freezing wa-
ter is thrown over them, or they are beaten until

the blood runs, In other cases their hands are

tied behind their backs, and then cats, first made

upon their bosoms. Often they

parts of their bodies with red

hot irons, All the highways are guarded so as to

prevent emigration. Not a single day passes with-

out our hearing of, or witnessing somewhere within

our unfortunate provinces, some act of fiendish

cruelty."

Each year the appliances for protecting lives from
railroad accidents seem to improve, yet, in spite of

this, the reports show a great loss of life and a

high rate of injuries. In no country are greater ef-

forts made to render accidents impossible than in

England, and yet, in 1896, it is officially stated that

1,093 persons were killed, and 16,879 injured. It is

remarkable, however, that of those killed only

eighty-eight were passengers. Of the injured, 1,198

were passengers.

Since the beginning of the war in Cuba, Spain

has sent to the is'and nearly 186,000 men and ofH

cers, and up to this time the losses from battles,

sickness, and other causes, are reported to be fully

45,000, This is probably equal to the full number
of men that the Cubans have in the service. It is

also believed that the insurgents are no nearer sub-

dued than they were one year ago. The war, how-

ever, is a most cruel one. Nothing like it has been

witnessed in late years. The once beautiful island

is becoming a barren waste, and thousands of peo-

ple are almost starving. It is believed that the

President is maturing a plan for bringing the inhu-

man struggle to a close. This he is doing in the

interest of common humanity. It is to be hoped
that the cessation of hostilities may be brought

about in a way that will not lead us into com-

plications with Spain, for ours is a peaceful nation,

and we should do everything possible to avoid and

discourage war.

When the United States purchased Alaska of

Russia, in 1867, for the sum of £7,200,000, it was

thought by not a few that we were throwing our

money away for great glaciers that could never

render any returns. But it now appears that we
have on our hands another great gold region, some-

what resembling California when gold was first dis-

covered. Already enough gold has been taken

from the partly-worked mines to pay the first cost

of the territory, and, should the output of the mines

increase in the future as it has during the last

few years, it will not be long until Alaska will

bring us more money than any other section of the

country. Its mountains seem to be full of the pre-

cious metal. A few days, ago a steamer from there

brought to San Francisco, three-quarters of a mil-

lion dollars' worth of gold dust. Five hundred

thousand dollars' worth of it came from British

Columbia, just over the line from Alaska. The
dust was taken to one of the smelting works in San

Francisco, and is said to be the largest single con-

signment made since the days of '49, Some of the

miners are reported to have made S 10,000 in two

months, and a man and his wife S60.000 in fifteen

months, The published reports are producing a

good deal of excitement, and thousands of men are

rushing to the gold-fields. Most of them will prob-

ably return home with less money than they start-

ed with, and some of them may not be able to re-

turn at all. Gold is all right in its place, as an ar-

ticle of utility, but the Lord does not intend it, or

any other metal, to be worn as an ornament. It is

the abuse of gold, and not the use of it that is for-

bidden in the New Testament. In the coming

kingdom the Lord promises to make a very exten-

sive use of the yellow metal, for the streets of the
New Jerusalem are to be paved with gold. Of
course, no finer material for paving the streets of a

great city could be found.

It is not often that a court undertakes to mete
out justice according to the teachings of the Bible,

but that is what the New York police court did a

short time ago, and had the misfortune to make a

most serious mistake, for the reason that it permit-

ted itself to be influenced by a misapplication of

the Sacred Record, A man, arraigned for drunken-

ness, pleaded that he had only been following the

directions of the Bible. On being asked to explain

himself, he called for a copy of the Book, turned

to Prov. 31: 6, 7, and read: " Give strong drink un-

to him that is ready to perish, and wine unto those

that be of heavy hearts, Let him drink, and forget

his poverty, and remember his misery no more."

The incident is said to have made quite a sensation,

and the man was discharged. The court did not

have forethought enough to demand the reading of

the context before rendering the decision, and for

that reason left some under the impression that the

Bible actually recommends the use of wine and

strong drinks. To get the full sense of the lesson

set forth, let our readers turn to the chapter cited

and read the preceding verses. This man, ar-

raigned for drunkenness, may influence a police

court by misapplying a few verses of Scripture, but

he cannot deceive the Judge of all the earth at the

bar of God, where he must face the open Book in

the presence of a court that will understand its

teachings.

It is strange that a belief in witches should still

linger in the minds of any cla^s of people in these

United States, but such seems to be the case in at

least one section of the country, The story that

comes from Las Vegas, N. M., appears almost in-

credible. A mother believed her sick daughter to

be the victim of a feeble woman eighty years old,

This old lady was thought to be a witch, and had

used her power in causing the sickness of the girl.

The brothers of the sick girl lured the supposed

witch from her home, mounted her on a horse, and,

while she was riding along, lassoed her, and dragged

her over the ground until death came to her relief.

This is no worse than the burning of witches years

ago, but it shows to what evil crimes the ignorant

and superstitious may be driven. Had these young

men and their mother been properly informed, they

would never have thought of attributing the sick-

ness of the girl to the mysterious power of a harm-

less old woman. Education and religious culture

are the cure for crimes of this character,

al que.

As we close this page on Tuesday ei

find the public mind exercised over sev

tions of more or less importance. First comes the

great coal-miner's strike. In nearly all the coal

regions the miners are on a strike for better wages.

No one can predict the result, save, that the rich

will make much more money out of the movement

than the poor. Next, it is reported that Rus-

sia demands that the Turkish troops be immediate-

ly withdrawn from Thessaly, and that, if they are

not, she will at once enter Turkey with an army and

compel her to accept the terms agreed upon by

the powers. Of course we cannot tell just how

much truth there may be in the rumor. Then there

is the excitement over the rich gold-mines of Alas-

ka, which may result in making a few people rich,

and thousands still poorer than they now are.
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MOW LONG?

My life is long—Nol so the angels say

Who watch me waste it, tumbling whilst they weigh

Against i tcrnity my lavished day.

My life is long -Not so the saints in peace

Judge, tilled with plentitude that cannot cease:

Oh, life was short which bought such large increase!

My lif* is long— Christ's word is different;

The heal and burden of the day were spent

On him,— to me refreshing times are sent.

Give me an angel's heart, that day nor night

Rests not from adoration its delight,

Still crying " Holy, holy!" in the height.

Give me the heart of saints, who, laid at rest

In belter paradise than Abraham's breast,

In the everlasting Rock have made their nest.

Give me thy heart, O Christ! who thirty-three

Slow years of sorrow countedst short for me,

That where thnu art there thy beloved nvgbt be.

VACATION TALKS TO SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS
AND PREACHERS.

No. 2. -Soul-Inspiration.

" Ye have an unction from the Holy One."— 1 John 2: 2c

In talk No. t we learned that all true teaching is

soul touching, and that, to be successful in soul-

touching, teachers and preachers need inspiration.

The " how to secure inspiration " should therefore

be a matter of interest to every servant in the

house of the Lord.

The Scriptures abound with promises of divine

aid, but they also explicitly teach that such aid is

conditional upon the proper use and full exertion

of man's natural powers first, and preparatory to

the divir iised. Thi< tin

1 between man's effort and the prom-
1 question of interest. The Gos-

pel itself,
—"the power of God unto salvation," has

a certain inherent power, which it often exerts in-

:r in which it may be pre-

s such, that, in addition to

ands the highest human ef-

inspiration. What, then, is

s a teacher and preacher, to

dependent of the 1

sented, but its mission

this native force, it dei

fort, attended by divin

necessary on my part,

have aid of inspiration

In attempting to an: this question, let it be
understood that the first and indispensable essen-

tial is a sound conversion of the subject. This is vi-

tal and central. A defect here must always prove
fatal, both to the teacher and those taught. With-
out a thoroughly-converted subject to start with,

no matter how much education or Bible knowledge
may be " put in," we can expect nothing more than
a poor, yea, a bad teacher or preacher. A hickory
twig can not be developed into a sugar maple tree.

You must have a maple to start with. With a sub-
ject " born of God," we may proceed to discuss the
qualities of teaching, necessary to inspiration.

To secure inspiration, teaching or preaching
must not be less than evangelical, interesting, instruct-

ive, and ifficieni.

Aside from the last one of these qualities, no one
of the others necessarily implies the presence of
the rest. Teaching may be entirely evangelical in

sentiment, but dry, uninteresting, and uninstruct-
ive, and hence powerless for good.

Again; it may be very interesting, and yet entire-

ly void of evangelical truth and spirit, or it might
be instructive in this that it imparts knowledge on
various subjects without being religious in any
proper sense. That a teacher may have inspiration
to make his teaching powerful for good, in a Chris-
tian sense, all the preceding qualities must enter
into it in proper combination.

The evangelical character of teaching demands
that the Truth, and nothing but the Truth, be
taught; that the spirit of love, meekness, earnest-

ness and solemnity be blended in the presentation

of the truths, by which the Gospel seeks to win
souls; and that purity of motive, and singleness of

purpose to glorify God, be the one sole aim of the
teacher. These make Christian experience an f ssen-

tially necessary element of evangelical teaching.

It is for want of Christian experience that an unbe-
liever, however well trained, can not possibly be
permanently successful, as a teacher or preacher,

even though he should employ evangelical truth as

his material. This same fact also enables us to dis-

cover at least one great cause of the difference of

success among teachers and preachers; and a'so the

difference in the degree of success of the same per-

son, at different periods of his life. Let the broth-

er who realizes that he is not powerful for good, as

once he was, enter into a rigid and impartial exam-
ination of himself, and he may probably find that,

instead of preaching "Christ and him crucified," as

once he humbly did, he is really trying to preach
hmself dignified. If the motive really be, ' Christ

for Christ's sake," the effort will be blessed for

good, even though the English should be wanting
in grammatical construction and " flowers of rhet-

oric." The work may be done in an awkward and
blundering manner, but if the workman does the

best he can and knows, his work being the Lord's,

will be powerful for good, because God will surely

bless his own work.

It is also due to the Gospel, as well as essential

to Inspiration, that the truth be presented in an in-

teresting manner. No one has a right to mask the

glorious Gospel in dry, vague, prosy utterances,

neither need the teacher expect inspiration in such
a presentation of the Truth. Space forbids an ex-

planation of the means to be employed to awaken
interest. Suffice it to say that the teacher who is

really interested himself need not work long until

his class will be lifted into interest. Since knowl-
edge is the foundation of all religious experien

and practice, whatever interest a teacher may su

ceed in awakening, should be made tributary to i

struction. Teaching wh:

knowledge, does not make
spiration, neither can it

The great fault of

not God." "Go teach,'

are the repeated comm
"unction" will lead tht

earnest heed to these co

have his flock feed upc

truth, and drink from the

tion.

O, Lord, give us to kn
thou canst give us an unc

Mt, Morris, III.

1 does not impart

'iser, can not bring in

accomplish permanent

nners is, "They know
and " Feed my lambs "

nds of the Savior, and
faithful teacher to give

nrnands, ever seeking to

n the green pastures of

" still waters " of salva-

iw how to instruct, that

D1SCOURAQEMENT.

Why should the Christian become discouraged?
There are times in the lives of nearly all when
clouds appear,—times of darkness and of doubt.

But why despond or be discouraged? Clouds car-

ry with them showers, of blessings. "Darkness
brings out the stars." Furthermore, we are told to

think not strange of the fiery trial that is to try us.

" For what son is he whom the Father chasteneth
not." Heb. 12: 7.

Realizing that these conditions will meet us, it is

necessary to exercise patience, lest despondency
overtake us and unfit us for the real duties of life.

Elijah was very jealous for the Lord, and not be-

ing able to accomplish all he desired, he felt that
his work was almost a failure. At one time he was
under a juniper tree, faint, hungry, and thirsty.

He had not taken sufficient nourishment to renew
his over-taxed powers. Being alone, and in de-

spair, he prays in deep earnestness of soul, "It is

enough; now, O Lord, take away my life " I Kings
19: 4.

How many Christians are to-day under the juni-

per tree of despondency, ready to give up the fight,

praying, "O, Lord, take away my lifel" The
cause, perhaps, is that they are starving their souls,

They have need of partaking of the Bread and Wa-
ter of Life, to renew their failing strength.

It is a sad fact, too, that Christians discourage
each other. The ten unfaithful spies discouraged
Israel that they would not undertake to enter the
land of Canaan. Caleb and Joshua, the two faith-

ful spies, could not induce them to go in the
strength of the Lord to possess the land. The
Lord, therefore, says (Num. 14: 12), "I will disin-

herit them."

Beware, fellow Christians, lest you discourage
the least of the Father's little ones. Jesus says,
" Whoso shall offend one of these little ones which
believe in me, it were better for him that a mill-
stone were hanged about his neck and that he were
drowned in the depth of the sea."

Why would any one hinder the progress of an-
other in the Christian race? Jealousy tries to do
this. There may be reasons for discouragement,
but we can lo:>k above all these to the promises of

God.

Do you feel forsaken? God says, "I will never
ive thee nor forsake thee." Do you fear the

Lord might forget? " Lo, I am with you alway."
Are you fearful lest your daily supply of bread

fail? He careth for the sparrows, "

much belter than they?" "My God
d," etc..11 your

How

Are ye not

hall supp'y

nderful ; the

children! At one lime

persecution, imprisonrt

pro

Juds
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: trust in the loving Fath<
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CARD OF THANKS.

at the close

ing that it \

" The fan

he following. It was read

,
and we now print it, trust-

: people to thinking:

ily of the de ed de to

the

1 so cheerfully 1

ing this season

npathy

omfort

thanks to the neighbo
) kindly shown their syr

ndered assistance and c

an of sore affliction and bereave-
ment. The dear, departed one was often cheered
by your visits, and we who survive have been great-

ly comforted by your most kindly ministrations.

"We must, however, explain that it was the re-

quest of the deceased that her obsequies should
not be made the occasion of feasting. It was her
opinion, and one in which all the members of the

family fully concur, that while the custom of feast-

ing at funerals had its origin in heathenism, it be-
longs only there, and is wholly inconsistent with
the civilization and Christianity of to-day. There-
fore, while we wish to assure all those who have
shown themselves in deed and in truth, our neigh-
bors and friends, that their services have been most
heartily appreciated, we cannot announce refresh-

ments at the house this evening.
" May the Lord richly bless you all."

HOW TO HELP PREACHERS.

It has been supposed, in past years, that minis-

ters could help themselves. They tried to do so,

and, with varying degrees of success, proved that
" God helps him who helps himself." Thus many
of our ministers have become very proficient, and
also have a moderate competency. Only God, the

minister and his wife, know how they came by it.

Dne fact we might name, that it was too long com-
ng. The church hesitated to help preachers, be-

muse of the fear that by so doing she would induce
a salaried ministry and thus throw temptation in

the way of spiritually inferior men, which would be
very much against our profession.

Now, that the church is drawing sympathetically
much nearer the preacher, we take pleasure in say-

ing that the preachers are not asking either salary
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ages, but we would be made most happy if,

vhen we neec* a PaPer t
an Annual Meeting Report,

j book, a coat, or a hat, the church would freely

,et us such items. It seems that this could be

easily
arranged for in this way: Say there are one

undred members in the congregation. Bro. A,

eeds "The Doctrine of the Brethren Defended."

A brother or a sister takes penny contributions

1 each member, and the preacher gets a valua-

ble book, and two extra days for study. No one

nisses the penny, while the preacher would have

work two days to earn the book himself.

Bro. B is still wearing the coat he got eight years

t
« 0l A member solicits five cents from each mem-

ber, and buys him a new coat. Thus his appear-

ance is helped, no one is the poorer, and the minis

ter would be given eight or ten days in which to

siudy; for he can then study, instead of working so

long to earn his coat. It does not take any great

[mount of inquiry to find out what would be very

icceptable with the minister.

What an amount of courage, yes, spirituality,

ucli a course would inspire, can not be guessed. I

vouid like to see it tried on some innocent, hard-

iressed minister.

recent issue of the Baptist Standard, Louis

iz Gould has an excellent article under the

heading given above. Believing that the reading

of the communication will prove both interesting

and ins'ructive to our people, we give the entire

article below:

That the baptism of "houses," mentioned in the

^Jew Testament, does not include the baptism of in-

fants may be inferred from two lines of argument:

First, the familiar line of argument that the narra-

; themselves intimate that those who were bap-

tized were adults; second, the somewhat less famil-

iar line of argument that certain uses of the word
"house" in the New Testament would indicate the

baptism of adults only.

1. The narratives of the New Testament imply
that the baptism of " houses " did not include the

baptism of infants.

In the New Testament accounts there are three

nstances of the baptism of "houses:" (1) the

house of Lydia, (2) the house of the jailer, (3)
the house of Stephanas. The house of Cornelius is

sometimes added, but the statement is not made
that his " house " was baptized. In each of the

above instances, save one, the intimation is plain

that those who were baptized were believing adults.

And in every other instance of baptism, in the New
Testament, the subjects were plainly believers.

The inference is therefore fair, that in the instance
of Lydia' s " house," where no specification is made,
the subjects were believers.

. Certain uses of the word " house " in the New
Testament imply that the baptism of " houses " did
not include the baptism of infants. This is espe-
cially the case where the word "house" is used in

connections that indicate mental action. Cornelius
was " devout and fearing God with all his house."
The injunction was given the jailer: " Believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved, and thy
house." Eminent grammarians and exegetes are
not wanting who maintain that the " house " was in-

cluded as definitely in the command "believe," as
«» the promise, "thou shalt be saved." After his
baptism the jailer "rejoiced greatly in God with all

his house, having believed in God." Eminent
immaiians and exegetes again are not wanting

tintain that the " house " "believed " as cer-
tainly as they "rejoiced."

!n the Gospel narrative the court-officer of Ca-
pernaum " knew that it was at the same hour in the
which

Jesus said to himi Thy son ijveth.' And
Jimself believed, and his whole house" (John 4: 53).

1 associated with a mental act, and
1 no other act. In the course of Paul's labors at

with r

Corinth, " Crispus the chief ruler of the synagogue,
De»tved on the Lord with all his house " (Acts 15;

worship r

Ephesiam

The expn

8). This forms the second instance, at least, of

household belief.

In the writings of the New Testament it is not al-

ways easy to determine whether by ihe word
" house " is meant a dwelling, or the inmates of a
dwelling, but frequently the latter is the meaning.
Occasionally the word "house" seems to point to

the meaning worship-room, or company of believers

associated with a worship-room. The early Chris-

:
" breaking bread from worship-room to

00m," Saul entered " worship-room after

oom," Paul shrank not from teaching the

; " from worship-room to worship-room."

;ssion "The church in thy house," "their

:curs several times. Dr. J. H. Thayer, in

k-English lexicon, explains as follows:

ipany of believers belonging to a person's

(not simply attending worship in his

home). Regarding the passage " Salute the breth-

ren in Laodicea and Nymphas, and the church in

their house" (Col. 4: 15), Bishop Ellicott says:
" The pronoun must be referred to Nymphas and
his family; " Bishop Lightfoot explains: " A family

of Colossian Christians established

We find co-ordinate references to

Onesiphotus," and " those who a

household."

Paul specifies as one purpose of his

Timothy "that thou mightest know how thoi

oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God.
Authorities are well-nigh unanimous that no edific

was designated "house of God" during the first

century, and that the reference is to the spiritual

temple of God, " whose house are we if we hold fast

the boldness of our hope firm to the end" (Heb.

3: 6). Compare I Pet. 2: 5.

There appears to be one passage in the New Tes-

tament where the word " house " has the natural

signification of a family inclusive of children.

"The bishop must be the husband of one wife, . . .

n Laodi

the house of

: of Cx'iar's

presiding well over his own house, having his chil-

dren in subjection with all decorum '

(1 Tim. 3: 4)
Strange to say, however, there is a second passage

in the same chapter where a possible distinction is

drawn between a man's children and his "house "
1

" Let the deacons be husbands of one wife, presiding

well over their children and their own houses." It

may be that, in apostolic days, when slaves and do

mestics and retainers were so numerc us, the desig-

nation " house " corresponded more nearly than at

present with our modern word " establishment "—

a

word with which we very seldom associate the

thought of an infant. We conclude, therefore, both

from the circumstances of New Testament narra-

tive, and from certain uses of the word " house," in

the sacred writings, that when the baptism of

" houses " is referred to, in the New Testament, un-

believing infants are not included among the num-
ber of the subjects.

PREACHER AND PREACHING.

Eld. Brown and Bro. Smith (excuse change of

names for convenience' sake), a young preacher,

were in conversation together in a room where a

number of other persons were sitting. The drift of

their talk was relative to church affairs, church

work in general, and some things in particular.

"Well," says Bro. Smith, " I feel very much dis-

couraged in regard to preaching. I don't think I

am cut out for that business; if I could preach like

you and other brethren, I know I would feel en-

couraged."

Bro. Brown goes over and sits down by the side

of Bro. Smith, and, in a low tone of voice, says,

"Did you ever get up to preach and make a com-

plete failure?
"

"Well," says Bro. Smith, "I cannot say that I

did, but I have made some poor outs at it."

" Let me tell you a few secrets," says Bro.

Brown, " The first time I tried I did fait complete-

ly."

"Is that so?" says Bro, Smith, with a look of

surprise.

' Yes, It 1 this way: I had a good deal

of confidence in myself, and when I got up to

preach, confidence failed, and I had nothing else to
help me out, so it was a failure."

" Well," says Bro. Smith, his curiosity fully

aroused, " what, then, did you do? "

"Well, you see it was very humiliating, and the
lesson taught me to be humble, and I found it all

the way along, since that time, a very important
element necessary for success. The next lesson I

learned was to put my trust in the Lord, or, in oth-
er words, get faith in God. I got that by wrest-
ling in the secret chamber in prayer, and I never
let up until I got faith to believe if the Lord want-
ed me to preach this Gospel, he would help me,
provided I did my part. My part was to study his

Word with a prayerful mind."

'The next time I tried I was better prepared,
for, you may be sure, I did not have so much con-
fidence in myself, but a great deal of confidence in

the Lord, and that is always a good thing,— not to

fall back on, but to have firstly, secondly, and
thirdly. So I have been doing the best I can, all

the time since, and I find it true that God will help

those who help themselves."
" In what way," says Bro. Smith, " do you help

yourself?"

" Well, I aim to get a general knowledge of the
Scriptures, and then to get full of the subject I ex-

pect to handle, and, as a rule, I can tell a few
things when I try, that are pertinent to the subject.

You see, the first time I tried to row my boat with

one oar, and around I went and struck shore near

where I started out. I tell you, my brother, you
want two good oars,—'work and faith.' 'Study'
means 'work,' and faith means 'getting hold of

God ' in Jesus Christ, by the Holy Spirit. The one
you get by studying the Scriptures, and the other

by secret prayer.

"In starting out, do not splash the shore, but

make steady strokes. As you get nearer the chan-

nel where the water is deeper and the stream more
swift, pull with more zeal. If not careful, you will

pull too hard on works,—on your own notice of

things,—and the result will be, you go with a spurt,

first one way, and then the other,—'wobble' as it

were. Pull steady, but with vigor, in deep water,

and always keep an eye on the shore, to see that

you make a safe landing. Fish, or no fish, stop

rowing when you strike shore, or else you may
scare away the school of fish that may have been

following close alongside the boat.

" In casting in the net you, no doubt, have learned

to do so on the right side of the ' ship,' and the

right side is where the fish are, and don't make too

much noise about it. Some fish can be best taken

when the fisherman is out of sight,—that is, hide

self. If you fish with hook and line, be sure the

pole is long enough to put the bait where the fish

can get it, and not too long, that they will tire out

swimming after it. Then, too, remember, though

you have a polished pole and silk line, it takes the

same kind of bait as when Peter was a fisherman."

Los Angeles, Cat.

TRANSFIGURATION EXPERIENCES.

BY NOAH LONGANECKER.

By "transfiguration experiences " we mean spir-

itual experiences,—experiences from the heavenly

or spiritual world. " The word ' transfigure ' is

from trans, across, over, and figurare, to form, to

shape." There is a natural world, and there is a

spiritual world. We dwell in the natural world.

The image of God, the divine nature, is from

across, or over, in the heavenly, or spiritual, world,

"Transform," then, means to receive the form from

across, or over, in the spiritual world. This image

of God, this divine nature in the soul, may be re-

ceived here in this world. God was manifest in the

flesh, hence we may have the divine nature while in

the flesh.

That the soul may enjoy the heavenly experien-

ces, it must be born from above. It must be trans-

figured, or transformed, When the soul is trans-



figured, it will have a wonderful influence on the

bodyinth's present life. The divine natu.e will

shine forth from the body, but we do not teach that

the body will be transformed this side of the resur-

rection. The transfiguration scene on the Mount

does, however, establish the fact that the body, as

well as the soul, will be transformed.

According to the pattern on the Mount, all the

bodies of the saints will be spiritual, or glorified,

bodies When we are born of the Spirit of God,

from above, our experiences may well be called

transfiguration experiences. All such experiences

arc spiritual, or heavenly.

How may tuch experiences be obtained?

" Christ took Peter, James, and John, and went up

into a mountain to pray. And as he prayed, the

fashion of his countenance was altered, and his rai-

ment was white and glistering." Then followed

the transfiguration. If J'sus had need to pray,

much more have we.

We are in a world of sin and sorrow, but our Sav-

ior can transform them, and cause the light and

glory from heaven to shine in our souls. He can

change us into h ; s own image. God's people nev-

er had a "demonstration of Ih- Spirit and of

power;" thry never accomplished a great work;

they never had spiritual experiences, unless they

first held communion with God. Christ, in his na-

tivity, was no exception in this line.

" Pray
1

! mnkes the darken'd clouds withdraw

Prny'r climbs the ladder Jacob saw;

Gives exercise to faith and love-
Gives ev'ry blessing from above."— Cowper.

Jesus prayed at his baptism, hence "the heaven

was opened, and the Holy Ghost descended in a

bodily shape like a dove upon him." The Lord

now says to us all, "And now, why tarriest thou?

arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins,

calling on the name of the Lord." " Calling" is

the key that unlocks,

"We have not because we ask not," is the lan-

guage of God. According to Luke 6: 12, etc.,

Christ spent ihe whole night in prayer to God, to

have his help and blessing in the choosing of the

twelve disciples, and in his deliverirg the Sermon

on the Mount. What a noble lesson for ust In-

deed, fr m his baptism to his ascension, he teaches

us by example and precept that without God's help

we can do nothing.

Would we successfully overcome all our tempta

tions, would we profitably observe all the ordinan-

ces of God's house, would we victoriously fight the

good fight of faith, would we grow in the divine

life, would we drink deep the joys and glories of

the heavenly world, in short, would we answer the

purpose for which we have a being on earth, then

let us ever spend much time in prayer to God. Paul

says, " I exhort therefore, that, first of all, sup-

plications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of

thanks, be made for all men." First, in order of

time, because first in importance. This rule was ful-

ly exemplified by Christ our exemplar. He taught

this truth in many ways. He taught his disciples

to tarry at Jerusalem until they were endued with

power from on high. They did so; "they all con-

tinued with one accord in prayer and supplication,

with the women." All this goes to show that all

our Christian experiences, both ordinary and ex-

traordinary, are obtained in answer to faithful and
fervent prayer. How important, then, that we all

use this power, for we all need the transfiguration

experiences.

1. We, like Christ, have a cross to meet. To
meet it with triumph, we need such courage,

strength and grace, as only such experiences can

give us. Without these experiences we know not

the worth and power of the Christian religion.

2 That the world might glorify God, it is neces-

sary that it sees the image of God shine from our

hearts. God is light, hence we need to have his

image in our souls, that the world may see and be-

lieve, and thereby be brought to glorify him.

One great reason why Christ was transfigured be-

fore Peter, James and John, was that they might
believe that he is the Son of God; so we are to

bear his image that the world might believe. God

desires that all men should glorify him. He de-

sires that we should be living epistles, known and

read of all men. The world will not believe in the

Christian religion unless they see the fruit of the

Spirit m the lives of Christian professors. .They

know that in the kingdom of this world there is

much evil and sorrow. If they cannot see of the

joy, glory and power, from across, or over and be-

yond this kingdom, they will never leave the king-

dom of this world and enter the kingdom of God.

Even as Christ said unto his disciples, "Verily I say

unto you, There be some standing here, which shall

not taste of death, till they see the Son of man
coming in his kingdom."

Peter, James and John siw this fulfilled on the

Mount. They saw and believed. When once the

kingdom of God has been set up in our hearts, so

that the world can see that righteousness, peace

and joy in the Holy Ghost prevail, there, then, and

not till then, will the world believe that there is a

reality in the Christian religion. Then can we, in

reality, say. "Come and see." Seeing for them-

selves, they will say, " Lord, it is good for us to be

here." Mark says, "Verily, I say unto you, that

there be some of them that stand here, which shall

not taste of death, till they have seen the kingdom

of God come with power."

When we have the 'demonstration of the Spirit

and of power; " when we are brought under the in-

fluence and power of the Holy Spirit and God's

Word, then the kingdom of God has come to us

with power. Then we shall realize what wc are

pleased to call "transfiguration experiences." Short

of such experiences we cannot claim to be Chris-

tians, and, of course, cannot be faithful unto death.

Short of this we cannot be saved. Short of this we
have no power to save those who see and hear us.

How important that we all labor that we have

these experiences! Much has been said about non-

conformity to the world. This can only be brought

about by a transformation of the mind. " Be ye

transformed by the renewing of the mind." In the

renewing of our minds we receive the mind of

Christ. We are not only "reformed," but more —
we are "transformed." That image of God which

was lost through the fall is restored. This image is

from across, or over, in God's kingdom. We are

thus brought out of the kingdom of this world and

are brought over into the kingdom of God God is

a spirit. His kingdom is spiritual. The subjects

of God's kingdom are spiritually minded. Hence
all the experiences of God's people are u

tra*>sfigitr

aticn txpiriences."

Much is said about Christian experiences. No
one should rest satisfied without them Would
the worthy reader experience them? See then (1)
" that ye put off concerning the former conversa-

tion the old man, which is corrupt according to the

deceitful lusts." And (2) " be renewed in the

spirit of your mind; and that ye put on the new
man, which after God is created in righteousness

and true holiness." " That he would grant you, ac-

cording to the riches of his glorr, to be strength-

ened with might by his Spirit in the inner man;
that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith."

Eph. 3: 16, 17. Read to the end of said chapter,

and then pray and labor that such may be your ex-

perience.

Hartville, Ohio.

J" 1? U, %,

PASSION WEEK.

No other week in Christ's earthly life is so full of

important events. During the previous week he

had been beyond Jordan, engaged in his public min-

istry, Passing through Jericho, on his way to Jeru-

salem, he restored the sight of blind Bartimeus,

Mark 10: 46-52, and was enter ained by Zaccheus,

"chief among the publicans," Luke 19: 2. After-

wards he continued his journey and came to Betha-

ny on Saturday, according to chronology.

April 1, Nisan g.

This coming to Bethany was " six days before the

passover," John 12; i, There they made him a

supper, verse 2. But, according to Hebrew
| au,

Lev. 23: 32, Saturday began at even (presumably
at six o'clock) on the previous day; consequently
that day, on which they supped, was then about
completed. Notwithstanding what modern writers

may state about the time and the circumstances

let us heed what the evangelists say, for 'hey were
with Christ and afterwards they wrote by inspira.

tion.

On that occasion Mary, the sister of Mattha and

Lazarus, anointed the feet of Jesus, John 12: 3, atld

Judas Iscariot found fault with her, verses c, 5

Christ remained there over night, which brought in

Sunday,
April 2, Nisan 10.

That was five days before the Jewish passover

for John, in 12: 12, expressly says, "On the next

day." That next day is called Palm Sunday be.

cause the multitude strewed palm branches in the

way, while Jesus, riding a colt, was on his trium-

phal entry into Jerusalem. The multitudes shout-

ed their hosannas and hailed him "King of I s .

rael," John 12: 13. All this had a significance.
In

Ex. 12: 3 it is said, " In the tenth day of ihis month

they shall take to them every man a lamb," etc.

On that day the lamb was to be put up, consecrat-

ed for the passover service, and on that day Christ,

the antitype, was consecrated for our passover.

In the eleventh chapter of Mark, is recorded that

same triumphal entry; and that evangelist says, in

Mark 11: 11, that Jesus entered into the temple,

looked round about upon all things; then returned

to Bethany. There he lodged on Sunday night.

And on the morrow, verse 12, Monday,

Aprilj, Nisan ir,

and four days before the Jewish passover, Jesus

set out early in the morning for Jerusalem. *So in-

tent was he to do the Father's will, that he left

Bethany without partaking of refreshments, "He

was hungry," and went to a fig-tree, but found

no fruit thereon. At his bidding the fig tree with-

ered away. When he came to Jerusalem (verse 15)

he went into the temple and cleansed it the sec-

ond time. After teaching the people all day, it is

said, in ver=e 19, that "he went out ot the city."

Luke 21: 37 would imply that he abode in the

Mount of Olives. That was during Monday night,

The next day,

April 4, Nisan T2,

and three dsys before the Jewish passover, Jesus

and his disciples went again to Jerusalem. Mark

II: 27. In verse 20 of that chapter Mark says,

"And in the morning as they passed by, they saw

the fig tree dried up from the roots." While in the

temple (verse 28) the Jews questioned his authori-

ty; whereupon he put to them a quest'on about the

origin of baptism, so perplexing that they dared

By discourses and by parables he taught the peo-

ple in the temple. Priests, scribes, elders, Phari-

sees, Herodians and Sadducees, took turns on that

eventful day, in trying to entrap him; but he so

completely silenced them all that "no man after

that durst ask him any question." Then he went

out ot the temple with his disciples. Mark 13: '

In verse 3 of that chapter Mark tells us that, "as

he sat upon the Mount of Olives," the disciples

asked him for more definite information of what

he had been telling them, He gave them, in a

lengthy discourse, what is called the three warn-

ings: The destruction of Jerusalem, the sign of his

second coming, the end of the world,

If we consider all his labors on that day, in

temple and on the mount, as well as his walks to

and fro, it is safe to conclude that the day was ful-

ly spent. Matthew bears us out in this conclusion,

for he says, in 26: I, " When Jesus had finished all

these sayings, he said unto his disciples, Ye know

that after two days is the feast of the passover."

Note, the Jewish day began in the evening. From

Luke's general remark, in 21: 3/, I conclude that

Jesus again abode in the mount during Tuesday

night, probably in Bethany, located on the eastern

slope, anH about two miles from Jerusalem. The

next day, Wednesday,
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Ap*il 5, Nisan 13,

a0d two days before the Jewish passover, Jesus was

in Bethany, Mark 14: 1-3 in the house of Simon

the leper, who had given Jesus an invitation to

dine with him " As he sat at meat," a woman

anointed his htad. The disciples had indignation

(verse 4; Matt 26: 8), but Jesus again told them

what the anointing signified.

About that time, probably on Tuesday night, Ju-

das went to the chief priests and bargained with

them to betray Jesus and deliver him unto them

Matt. 26: 14. '5 In Mark's narration he intimates

that transaction in chapter 14. latter part of verse I.

jo verse 1 1 we are told that Judas then returned to

Hc'hanv. Jesus and his disciples spent the day

there, instead o' going to Jerusalem, as on previous

days.

When that day had ended, then began "the first

day of the feast of unleavened bread " Matt, 26:

17. The disciples, knowing that on the next day

the lambs were to be sla ; n for the Jewish passover

(as vet they had no knowledge of any other pass-

over), went to Jesus and asked him where to pre-

pare it. Jesus, being divine, and knowing all

things beforehand, knew exactly where to direct

the disciples. His directions were so minutely

given that they (Peter and John) went and prepared

everything immedia'ely. Soon afterwards Jesus,

with the other disciples, followed Piter and John

into Jerusalem They sat down, not to the Jewish

passover, but to his own passover. May we not

rightly conclude that a transition, — then and

there,— took place? "With desire I have desired

to eat this passover with you before I suffer. For

I say unto you, I will not any more eat thereof, un-

til it be fu fi led in the kingdom of God." Luke

22: 15, 16. Jesus knew that he would have no more

opportunity before his crucifixi r n to sup with them,

but they had the example given them to prepetu-

ate it till the time of its fulfillment came, when Je-

sus will aga*n gird himself and serve them. Luke

12: 37-

The evangelists recorded minutely what more

took place in that upper room, of the going out to

the Mount of Olives that Wednesday night of the be-

trayal and the arrest there, of his being led to the

different authorities. John recoids in it: 28, that

when Jesus was led into the hall of judgment, "it

was early;" that was on Thursday morning,

Ap'ii6, Nifn 14,

and the last day before the Jewish passover was to

be eaten (John 18: 28, latter part, and verse 3 3 ),

which Scriptures teach that the time for the eating

of the Jewish passover had not yet come. It was

called the preparation day. John 19: 42. It was

the day on which the passover lambs were to be

slain. Ex. 12: 6

After the mock trials, the scourging, the solemn

march to Golgotha, Jesus was crucified at 9 o'clock

in the morning. At noon darkness began and con-

tinued till 3 o'clock; then Jesus expired at the

time when the Jews were to kill the paschal lamb.

Thus did Jesus fulfill all things to the letter.

That night being the beginning of the fifteenth

day (Ex. 12: 8; Lev. 23: 6) the Jews ate their pass-

over, if they observed it at all then, which some
doubt, on account of the confusion caused by the

crucifixion, the darkness, the earthquake, the rend-

ing of the veil, the great fear. The next day, Fri-

Afril 7, Nisan /_>,

was a special Sabbath, a holy convocation. In

Jihn 19: 31 it is called a high day. It was to be

observed as an annual day of rest. Ex. 12: 16

Notwithstanding the sacredness of the day. the

Jews had a watch set over the sepulcher. Matt. 27:

63-66. The next day, Saturday, was the weekly
Sabbath; therefore, in that year two Sabbaths fol-

lowed in succession. Then, on the next day, Sun-
day, "early in the morning." the sepulcher was
found empty, for Jesus had risen. Mark 16: 6.

In regard to the time that Jesus was in the tomb,
he said that he would be "three days and three

nights in the heart of the earth." Matt. 12: 40.

H's authority is worr> fI, ap that of all com-

ntators. Referring again to the "field notes,"

which 1 have tried to follow closely all the time, I

read in Matt 27: 57, "When the even was come,"
that the body was taken from the cross and laid

away in the tomb. That " even " was the close of

Thursday. But if only one hour was occupied in

preparation and burial, and if he rose by 6 o'clock

on Sunday morning, Jesus was sixty-two hours in

the tomb, Not three days and three nights full

time, but much nearer than it would be to count
from Friday evening to Sunday morning, as most
commentators do.

A devout minister was once asked by a skeptic

if he followed preaching (o save souls; and, on re-

plying that he did, the caviler rejoined; " Did you
ever see a soul?" "No." "Did you ever hear a

soul?" "No." "Did you ever taste a soul?"

"No." "Did you ever smell a soul?" "No"
"Did you ever feel a soul?" "Yes, thank God,"
said the preacher. " Well," said the caviling doctor,
" there are four out of the five senses against one
that there is no soul." Then the preacher, as sub-

tle in understanding as be was pious in heart,

turned the table on the caviling Hoct r, and asked:
" Did you ever see a pain?" ' No," was the reply
" Did you ever hear a pain? " " No." Did you ev-

er taste a pain?" "No" "Did you ever smell a

pain? ' "No" "Did you ever feel a pain?"

"Yes," said the doctor. "Well, then." rejoined

the preacher, "' there are, you see, also four senses

against one to prove that, thore is no sjch thing as

pain; and yet, sir, you know that there is such

a thing as pain, and I know that thrre is a

soul." The doctor appeared confounded, and

walked off.

<*THE + SUNDAY + SCHOOL-^

LESSON U<1HT-FLASHES.

Paul's Ministry at Corinth.—1 Cor. 3:

The connection between this lesson and the last

one is close and clearly stated in the first verse.

After havirg completed his work at Athens, he

leaves and goes southwest to Corinth, probably on

foot, and much of his traveling was done in this

way.

The first thing of interest is his manner on enter-

ing this city, and this is no small consideration in

entering any city, to do work of this kind, as much

of the future success depends on the manner of op-

ening the work. Whether he had a special call to

this place, we are not told. Indeed, it was not ne-

cessary that he should have, as the work whereunto

he was called, was to be found everywhere, in all

cities, and so it is to day. Wherever there are

souls to be saved, there the soul saver is called to

go. We should all feel this obligation resting up-

But in our going, wisdom and d'scretion must be

exercised. The Lord does not want us to blunder

into things, as we are sometimes in the habit of do-

ing, and thus frustrate much of the good that

might otherwise be accomplished

Paul felt the importance of his mission, and al-

ways took the very best way of doing. At this

time, there was dwel ing in the city a Jew, named

Aquila, and his wife, Priscilla. Just how he

learned of this family we do not know, neither do

we know what their religion was. The inference

would seem to be that they were Christians. At

least, thev were godly persons, desiring all the

light they could get. Paul always went to his own

people first, and as these were Jews, his going to

them would give him the opportunity of being in-

troduced to the Jews by attending their synagogue.

This was one advantage in seeking out this home

as the beginning place for his labors. Another was

that they were tent makers, and as this was his

trade, they were fellow-craftsmen. This was not

only a happy opening into the family socially, but

jr field of labor

that we may
and adjust our-

it also gave him a means of temporary support that

night not, in the beginning, make himself a

charge, and thus give an opportunity for false ac-

ations against him, before he would have an op-
portunity of showing, to the people, the true char-

acter of his mission.

Another advantage we see in this: To save peo-
ple, we must get in contact with them. Men of the

: craft h»ve special affinities, and as tent tnak-

n those days was quite a business, it would
w him in social contact with quite a number of

the citizens. The fact that he was willing to rank

with the laboring class, or the common people,

would not fail to give him prestige among them.

In this, he was a follower of his Master, the Chris',

who was a man among men, and of whom it was
said: "The common people heard him gladly"
While the Christian worker should always stand as

high, morally and religiously, as possible, above

those for whose uplifting he is laboring, yet he

should never get so high in self importance that he

cannot get down under them, if need be, to lift and
bear them up. So I'.juI entered into this family be-

cause they were Jews, that, through them, he might
reach the Jews, and, because they were tent mak-
ers, that he might come in touch with the laboring

people without becoming a charge to them. The
lesson we can learn in this is, that, in desiring to do

people good, we must study to get ourselves in

touch with them, and that, too, without making
ourselves chargeable or offensive. To do this we
should first learn the cha r a<

before entering it, if pos

know how to meet the bi

selves to the people and the work to be done.

The next thought we have is: " Paul was diligent

in his work. He reasoned in the synagogue every

day. He was in earnest. He was not there on sal-

ary, to kill time, or have " off days," but to preach

Christ and save sinners. As his fellow-laborers,

Silas and Timotheus, came to his assistance, he was

pressed in the spirit, Have you ever felt the force

of this word " pressed " in your Christian work ? It

is a feeling that sometimes comes to us as if a

strong, forceful hand were laid upon, and pushing us

forward to the performance of a known duty. It is

a restraint, overcome by a stronger push. It is a

feeling like that experienced by the d'sciples when

commanded to speak "no more in this name."

They declared that that which they had seen and

heard they could not help but speak. They were

pressed in spirit, and so should tug be, when we are

made to feel the great importance of the work com-

mitted to our charge.

But there is a limit to Christian effort, as well as

there is in all other work. The Lord has never en-

couraged the wasting of energy or the squandering

of time. When a reasonable effort has been made,

without any results, it is time to c*ll a halt and

"change ba i e." When these Jews refused to hear

and accept the teaching of Paul, " he shook his rai-

ment" against them,—a very significant thing to

do in those days,—and turned h ;

s labors to a more

promising field,— the Gentiles.

Does this mean anything to us? More than I

can tell you. It changes us from foreigners and

strangers to fellow citizens; from serfs and slaves

to that of sons; from convicts to heirs of the

best and largest estate in the world. More,—it

may make us heirs of God and joint-heirs of Jesus

Christ in all that heaven means or can mean,

They,—the Jews,—refused. Will we accept? It is

our privilege, yea, more, we are invited to become

children of God.

The last thought we gather from this lesson is

the assured protection the Lord gives to those who

are willing to consecrate their lives to him. In An-

tioch was hatred and bitterness against this way,

which, seemingly, was ready to burst out in a heat-

ed persecution. Paul saw this, and, no doubt, it

was in his thoughts as he laid his head down to

sleep. But in the night, by a vision, the Lord

spoke to him these words: " Be not afraid, but

speak and hold not thy p

and no man shall set on

have much people in thi<=

for I am with thee:

to hurt thee; for I
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THE WAVE.

*' Whither, thou turbid wave?
Whither, with so much haste,

As if a thief wert thou?"

" I am the Wave of Life,

Stained with my margin's dust;

From the struggle and the strife

Of the narrow stream I fly

To the sea's immensity.

To wash from me the slime

Of the muddy banks of Time."

THE MISSING ONES.

sll la: V

One summer evening, for a part of our family

worship, I read I Thess. 4 Before retiring to rest

I seated myself on my easy-chair, and mused on
the last few verses of the chapter, and, as I mused,
I fell into a deep sleep and had a most wonderful
dream. My mind seemed to be clear and distinct,

and my intellectual faculties stronger and brighter

than in my wakeful condition.

I thought I had awakened in the morning, and
was somewhat surprised to find that my wife was
not beside me, as usual. Supposing, however, that

her absence was but temporary, I waited, expecting
her speedy return to our chamber; but after the

lapse of what I considered a reasonable time, as she
did not make her appearance, I arose and dressed.

My wife's apparel was where she had placed it

on retiring, and I felt confident she was somewhere
about the house. So I went to my daughter Julia's

room, thinking she might know the whereabouts of

her mother; but, after knocking several times with-

out response, I entered and found that she also was
missing.

"Strange, passing strange!" said I to myself;
"where can they both be?" Then I went to the
room of our son Frank, and found him up and al-

vas something quite unusual

so early. He said he had
night, and that he might bet-

1 of the absence of his mother
ooms, and requested him to

look around and see if he could not find them. In
the meantime I hurriedly completed my toilet, and
soon Frank returned and said the missing ones
were nowhere to be found, and that every door
leading outward was securely locked, as on the pre-
ceding evening. We were at our wits' end, and
what to make of this strange occurrence we did not
know. On again visiting Julia's room we found on
a stand her well-marked open Bible. One promi-
nent vers; attracted my attention; it read, " Be ye
also ready, f r. r in such an hour as ye think not the Son
of man cometh.

'

This passage, my wife had always declared, re-

ferred to the coining of Christ for his saints, the re-

deemed church, according to 1 Thess. 4: 14, 17,
while I insisted that it meant only the preparation
for death. But I am digressing. Frank and I con-
cluded that, without waiting for breakfast, we
should each take a different route, and visit some

for

iy dressed

him at a

which

n hour

pas

ter

and

sed a very

get up. I

sister fron

restles

told hi

1 their
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of our most intimate friends, in quest of o

I first called on my wife's sister, Mrs. E., who
and her husband were good, respectable peopl

members of a Christian church, though rather

worldly-minded. After I had rung the bell several

times, and waited somewhat impatiently, she ap-

peared and apologized for her dilatoriness by say-

ing that she was " in a peck of trouble," and had to

prepare breakfast herself, for the colored servant

girl, whom she had always considered to be a real

good Christian, had played her a mean trick. "She
has gone off somewhere, without even putting the

kettle on the range, or saying a word to any of us.

But what puzzles us to know is, how she got out of

the house, for the doors are all locked and the keys

inside, just as we left them last evening on our re-

turn from Mrs. B.'s progressive euchre party."

" Indeed," said I, "it is exceedingly strange," and
then I explained to her the object of my morning
visit. When she heard of the mysterious absence

f my wife and Julia, she became so very nervous

that I was glad to change the subject by saying

that, as 1 had not yet breakfasted, I would join

them in the morning repast When her husband
heard my story, he treated it with a good deal of

levity, and declared that my wife was only playing

me a practical joke, to induce me to rise earlier in

the morning. He was sure the missing ones had
secreted themselves somewhere about the house,

and when I returned home I would find them all

right.

As we seated ourselves at the table, Mrs. E. said

we would have to take coffee without milk, as her

milkman, who had heretofore been very reliable,

had failed to make his appearance.

Presently the door-bell rang, and Frank entered

in a state of great excitement, saying he had been
all over inquiring for his mother, and in almost

every house he found trouble similar to our own.
Almost every family was anxiously searching for

He had just come from our home, where he found
the servant girl alone, but much agitated in conse-

quence of the numerous calls she had had to an-

swer about missing friends. He also stated that

the streets were thronged with excited people, hur-

rying to and fro, many of them weeping bitterly.

At the announcement Mr. E. showed evident signs

of alarm, and related a conversation he had held

yesterday with a friend, whose religious ideas he
looked upon as quite heretical,

His friend insisted that a vast majority of church
members, in these days, were but nominal Chris-

tians, "lovers of pleasure more than lovers of

God," and that the love of the masses for religious

things had reached a very low ebb. " My friend

also assured me," said Mr. E ,
" that the Scriptures

clearly taught that, when the elect number of

Christ's church would be completed, Christ would
e unexpectedly as a thief in the night, and call

his saints, both dead and alive, to meet him in the

The transformation would be effected in the

twinkling of an eye, and although the call would be
e with a shout and the sound of a trumpet, yet

; would hear it but those for whom it was in-

tended. Then would be realized the import of

Christ's words, 'Then shall two be in the field, one
hall be taken, and the other left; two women shall

be grinding at the mill, the one shall be taken, and
the other left.' I fear that time has now come and,

sad to say, we are among the left ones."

Now, as the morning was far advanced, it was
suggested that we go down to our business places.

Frank had already gone to his office, and I, with a

heavy heart, wended my way along the avenue,

ong an unusual throng of men and women,
whose faces betokened intense sorrow.

In the business parts of the city I observed that

many stores were closed, and those that were open
did not appear to be doing any business. Every
saloon that I passed was open, as usual, with
groups of men inside, apparently engaged in serious

diacussion. I passed by the City Hall; there was
perceptible diminution of the usual crowd of po-

litical "hangers on" around the building,
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When I reached my own store, I found that
bookkeeper, and the faithful old porter, who h \
served me so many years, had not yet put in an
pearance. My other two clerks were on hand
ing nothing; nor did I feel like asking them to

anything,

Yesterday I agreed to sell a worthy mechanic
small piece of land, which I own^d in the outsklr

of the city, and had an appointment to meet him
at a lawyer's office to sign the contract, but he
failed to come, and I presumed he also joined th

absent ones. I then went to the Chamber of Com-
merce, and found the largest gathering of

1

chants that I had seen there in many months,
stead of the lively, noisy bustle of buying and
ing, and of clerks and messenger boys runnin

and fro, there was a solemn gloom pervading
t ne

whole assembly. By unanimous consent, and
i n

consequence of the great calamity that had overtak-

en the community, it was voted that "three days'

grace be allowed on all contracts falling due on

this day." I will not attempt to set forth any
(

the reasons and speculations that were advanced 1

to the cause of our present troubles, but all agreed

that the

: who
supernatural 1

: left ( ith »

tnd that

: blama-

ble for it.

In the evening nearly every church in the city

is open, with overflowing congregations.

Everybody was anxions to know the cause and

eaning of the "great visitation," and to learn

how lost hopes might be regained.

Many of the pastors had gone with the missing

ones, but some were present in their churches. All

order of service was dispensed with, and noisy con-

fusion prevailed; crimination and recrimination

were bandied to and fro, between the pastors and

the people, the latter asserting that, if the pastors

had done their duty, and taught their flocks the

plain truths of the Bible, instead of lulling them to

sleep with philosophical and moral essays, they

would not now be in their present sad condition.

In my own church the pastor was present, with

others whom I had but rarely seen at meetings.

The pastor was speaking when I entered the

room, and was entreating the audience to endeavor

to allay their feelings, while he would attempt to

speak to them for a few minutes.

Quiet being somewhat restored, he said: "This
pastor's heart is bleeding at every pore, in sympa-
thy with his sorely-afflicted people. The anguish

which I experience at being, in a measure, the

cause of our present unhappy condition, is inde-

scribable. None of you can realize the keen disap-

pointment I endure at this result of my labors. 1

am accused of having preached too much about the

affairs of this life, and too little about the heavenly

state and the things to come; and of having kept

you in ignorance of the imminency of the awful vis-

itation which has manifested itself among us this

day. In reply to all these accusations, I can only

say that I have taught you the same theology that

was taught to me in college, and which I, in com-

mon with the great majority of our ministerial

brethren, firmly believed to be the teaching of

God's Word. But now I have to confess that I

was sadly mistaken, for, after what has occurred, I

cannot help believing that God's Word means just

what it says. My pastoral labors, during all the

time I have been with you, have been excessive and,

in consequence, I have not been able to devote to

the study of prophecy the time which a subject so

deep and intricate demanded."

Here the electric light suddenly went out, and

there arose such fearful screams that I sprang to m)'

feet in terror—and—awoke!
My wife, who was in an adjoining room, hearing

y sudden upspring, hastened in to see what was

the matter. Oh how glad I was to see her, and

:e my terrible experience in my easy-chair was

only a dream. But the more I thought of it after-

wards, the more solemn seemed the Scripture

truths which it contained, and the more was I im-

pressed with the importance of having our lamp5

trimmed and burning, ready to go out and meet tbc

Bridegroom,
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...Department...

Ve appreciate the Messenger exceed-

We notice every change, and corn-

on it. Glad to see the "church dircc

tory" tor our city work.

—In the Hindustani language "ka" is tht

gn of the possessive. And in Bombay then

the Mo
bungalow." Qu

-I have come
of the Quiet i

friend lends

The 1

The Moravian Missionary Society has

decided to extend its labors in East Central

Africa, having now occupied the Urambo

Station, in the Unyamwezi country.

It is gratifying to know that here and

there may be found brethren and sisters who

send a tenth of their earnings to the Lord's

work in missions. Systematic giving is bound

to bring about a good result.

Heathen who hear the Word and do not

obey it, feel a sense of responsibility for their

hearing, as may be noted in the words of a

native of Congo who said to the missionary:

"1 know that I shall have abig/oAiwr with

God if 1 die, because I hear his words, but do

not do them."

nic Temple as " Satan ka

suggestive.

:ross a book called '" Sketch-

the Land," by Mrs. Bevan.

to me. It treats of the

Pietist movement in Germany, incidents

round about Schwartzcnau and other places,

earnest reformers, etc., and other matters not

widely known. 1 may have more to say of

the book later,

—According to the offer made in number
two of Gospel Messenger, by the Mission-

ary Reading Circle, \vc have sent over a score

of Gujcrati "Gospel of Mark." I would like

to send hundreds of these Gujcrati Gospels to

different persons, but if any one desires one,

he can find the conditions on page 22 of

the Messenger this year, in the Circle Notes.

— "An ideal Sultan, a powerful emperor,

love-inspiring Califa, a kind father, a faith-

ful husband, a fervent devotee of God, and

icly kind-hearted arbiter

of justice,—a noble and happy comblnatii

qualifications which, in the pages of even Otto-

history, have rarely shed such a brilliant

r from the halo of a single crowned head."

This is the way a Mohammedan jumbles his

words when he talks of the Sultan in a Bom-
bay daily paper this week. Mohammedans

ubilant over the victory of

the Turks. They stretch thousands of small,

flags of various colors from window

Howard Foutz, an eleven-year-old boy,

iving at Guide Rock, Nebr., sent fifty cen

World-wide missions, "a part of his Four

if July money." If every one who spe:

nouey on the Fourth would have done lik

vise, what would have been the probable r

. for he has de
They labor not in vain a

mote their Master's kingdor

dared that his Word shall not return ui

him void; that his cause shall triumph o'

the powers of evil; that eternal bliss shall be

to those who put their trust in him,—and th

is success in the highest and broadest sen:

of the word.

There are now sixty missionaries unch

the direction of the Church Missionary Society,

who are substituted by individuals

The persons at home, giving the

not such helpers together with God, a

workers in the field to bring about

t of the Father?

BULSAR ITEMS.

[IT -icd only fur ],i hllei

Mohammedan
sthe

have the appearance

of a _

-I visited a small mission family thi;

which had taken fifteen orphan children into

their home. The little skinny hands and the

1 bony legs and arms, and the almost pro-

ding bones of the body in general, drew on

sympathy a good deal. And as the little

:s would follow in silence after the young

n in charge, and occasionally call him

apa"; and as the young man in all kind-

is, tenderness and humility, would speak

each by name, we thought of the Good

Shepherd, Now is a golden opportunity for

Christianity to show its colors in India. May
this young soldier of the cross be able, as he

expressed his desire, to bring this full family

up for God on full salvation lines.

Bitisar, India, June //.

MISSION RECEIPTS FOR JUNE, 1897.

WORLD-WIDE MISSIONS.

—The monsoon began in Bombay last Sun-

day night. It has not yet reached Bulsar

— Our distribution continues the sar

Bulsar. Next week I hope to visit

other points, with a view of helping the needy

in their distress.

—A Mohammedan festival is in progress

now. They may well be classed with the

heathen. Men and boys go about the streets

besmeared with all hideous colors, with no

more clothes * than some good American

house-wives have for a dish cloth, and so they

play the " tiger."

—A Jewish convert was besought to buy

a couple chairs on Sunday. She bargained

for ihem and then remembered it was Sun-

day. She went and looked at the clock, and

seeing it was past six in the evening, she

bought the chairs. Afterwards she asked her

teacher about it. How much depends on the

way we are brought up!

,\lcUinii;h..y, I tldllKIl,

. Kyock, I

Waynesboro, ft; Jntiob M, HtimlTor, Mt Joy,
16,80; G, W.Gopbrirl, AUoonn, *l.r*t; ijuiiiUir

Qopbart, Altoonn, to cents; Upton 8. 8., fin;

M*.-I,.vll* H. Humphrey, RuBBfll, .

URi.-Mnry U. Cox, Sweol Spring*,

.

I
by Mary Martin,

Collected by Carrie Andenon at A. M„ . .

ToUl »"*

1 fllldllj.

. HaiiK"r, i

•i HprlnjiK,

Ceo'tof, Os-

Number of '.racw eent out, . . K,0W 28,7*7

QMV. Missi. AS9 THAUT COH.
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"The Story of the Manuscript,'

ell worth preserving.

Bro. Daniel Vaniman writes us from Meyersdak

a. He is likely to spend some time in the East.

Bro. J, M. Mohler is booked for a series of

meetings at Plattsburg, Mo., to commence the first

Sunday in August.

Bko. J. G. Rover is visiting a number of th<

churches in Southern Illinois. His visits seem tc

be very much appreciated.

Are you making any use of our trial slips? If

not, send for some, and give them to those who are

not taking the Messenger.

The Lord Mayor of London, is said to be a Jew
He is a man of rare ability, and never forgets hi:

attachment to his own people.

Under date of July 12 Bro. J. A. Long, of York,

'a., writes us that he was busy seeking homes for

Jew York " Fresh Air Children."

On page 100 and 105 of the Full R sport, J. B.

Srumbaush should be John H. Brumbaugh. Our
eporter failed to get the correct name.

;thken C. S Holsinger, Samuel Henry, and
wives, expect to leave Lordsburg, Cal., for

'ille, Kans., the last of this month.

Bro. O. H. Lutz, a young minister, who has

been with us at the Mount nearly one year, left

here last Monday for his home, in St. Joseph, Mo.

Please do not say that the Lord has nothing for

you to do, when there are plenty of people need-

ing your help within fifteen minutes' walk of your

In a communication to this office Bro. Hope
speaks of his arrival in Brooklyn, N. Y., where he is

now at work, and expresses himself as pleased with

the outlook.

A law in Massachusetts forbids the wearing of

Massachusetts birds and feathers on the hats of

ladies in that State. There is some good sense

about such a law.

This week a number of brethren start from Middle
Indiana on a two weeks' trip through Texas and in-

to New Mexico. Among them are L. T. Holsinger,

D. P. Shively, W. S. Toney, J. Wright, J. W. Moore,
and L. H. ESy. Some of the brethren are ac-

companied by their wives. We certainly wish them
a pleasant trip, and a safe (return,

Of the twenty-two graduates in the classical

philosophical and scientific courses, at the Franklin

College, New Athens, Ohio, it is said that not one

uses intoxicants or tobacco.

Let none of our ministers preach or talk against

plain dressing. Plain attire is all right of itself. It

is this thing of a wolf putting on sheep's clothing

that we want to condemn and preach against.

Bro. Ira C. Snavely, one of the young minis-

ters, from McPherson, Kans., gave us a short call

last week. We are always pleased to have our

ministers call on us, when it is convenient to do so.

Money received for the Messenger Poor Fund
will be found reported on page 471, along with

the report of other funds. Those who sent money
for the India sufferers will also find it reported

here.

Bro. John Brindle, of Martinsburg, W, Va.,

writes us that he was one of the original three hun-

dred and fifty who subscribed for the Gospel Visit-

or, when it started, and that he still loves to read

our church literature.

We are requested to say that all donations

tended for the Washington "Aid Society" should

be addressed to "Carrie Westergren, No, 315 D
Street, S. E., Washington, D. C." When articles

incorrectly addressed they often cause a great deal

of trouble.

We think it would be to the interest of any of our

members, desiring cheap homes, in a mild climate,

to write Bro. C. M. Bantz, Lankford, Tenn., inclos-

ing a stamp. Six members reside at this place, and

here is said to be an excellent opening for preach-

ing the Gospel.

At this season of the year, when there are more
laborers in the temporal harvest fields, than in

the spiritual, church-news is not so abundant.

We should pray the Lord to send more laborers

into the spiritual fields, and then it would be well

for all of us to work as we pray.

What would the people think of it were Paul to

come to your church and preach a sermon against

missionary work? They would be shocked. Then
let none of our ministers do such a thing. What
would seem out of place for Paul, is not becoming
for a well informed minister of this age,

We thought that Bro. C. P. Rowland, of Lanark,

had preaching enough to do to let some one else

run his mower. But it seems not. So, when his

team started to run away, valuing his life worth

more than a piece of a machinery, he rolled off in

the rear, but in doing so his foot caught in the lines,

and brought the horses to a stop without any dam
age. It was a narrow escape, but all is well, that

ends well.

Few men, among the Mennonites, do more trav-

eling than L, J. Lehman, of the Mennonite Publish-

ing Co., Elkhart, Ind. He has just returned from

a trip to Houston and vicinity, Texas. He is great-

ly pleased with the country, and says that if he had
no home he would go there, unless he could find a

better place. Many of the Mennonites are settling

in the South, and will make very good neighbors

for some of our Brethren.

A sister in the West writes us concerning the

different ways a minister's wife may encourage her

husband. She has this to say of a minister, as

he related his experience in her presence: "He
said he had sent, all through the western part of

Virginia, appointments for five or six weeks. One
of the children took sick and was not expected to

live. He thought he could not go, and spoke to

his wife about it. 'Oh yes,' she said, 'you must
go. You cannot save the child if you stay, and
if you save only one soul that will be worth more
than the whole world.

1 " "With such encourage-

ment," says the sister, " he could go, and went. I

do not know how many he baptized during these

meetings, but when he returned home he found the

child well,"

July 24, 1897.

Bro, Miller writes us from Yellowstone Park.
We presume he is gathering up some first-class ma-
terial for a few mid-summer editorials for the Mes-
senger. He is expected home the last of this

week.

We enjoy receiving local papers, containing items
concerning the doings of our people in various

parts of the Brotherhood, bat such items should al-

ways be marked. We cannot spare the time to

look at anything but marked parts.

"The Missing Ones," on page 4;o, may be read
as a dream but it contains lessons that should not

soon be forgotten. The last column should be read

a second time by all of our ministers.

The death of one hundred and twenty persons is

said to have been caused by the recent volcanic

eruption on one of the Philippine Islands. The
volcano has not been active for about two hun-
dred and eighty years.

It is probably not generally known that about

8,100 buildings were destroyed in St. Louis, by the

great tornado of 1896. All but seventy-six have
now been repaired, The buldings can be replaced,

but not so with the many loved ones who lost their

lives in the storm.

Some one wants to know whether it would be
wrong to take the children to the circus show, to

see the animals and the performances. Suppose
Jesus should come while you are there? What
then? Is that where you want him to find you? If

not, then don't go.

The First Methodist Church of Chicago is said to

number about twenty-four members, has property
valued at a million dollars, but has no pastor.

The congregation has been torn to pieces by
strife that should not exist. It is unfortunate that

contention should ever enter any congregation.

One of our correspondents, in this issue, tells us

that the missionary spirit is being aroused more
and more, in that locality. That is the kind of

news we like to hear. We want to see an increase

of missionary spirit all along the line. Especially

do we want to see the home mission spirit aroused.

Those who ask us to from the ministerial

list, in the Brethren's Almanac, the names of min-
isters, should always give the reasons for so doing.

It is important that we know why a minister's name
should be dropped from the list. State wheth-
er he is dead, whether he has been relieved of his

office, etc. We keep a record of such matters.

will be noticed that the Messenger does not

take up any space, booming some particular place,

or some special institution. We work for the entire

Brotherhood, and devote space to news as freely

from one place as from another. Our aim is to

work for all the churches, and in this way make the

paper general in character, as much as possible.

Bro. A. M. T. Miller, of Pickrell, Nebr., is no
preacher, but in the way of distributing tracts,

d sending the Messenger to people, all at his

/n expense, he probably does as much good as

y preacher in the West. He was with us over

last Sunday, and on Monday morning left the

int with a new supply of tracts. We have

thousand brethren who ought to be imitating

:xample in the tract distribution business.

We recently listened to a sad narrative. A bril-

liant sister fell into the hands of Jhe so called

Christian Scientists. She gave the full strength of

her mind to the study and interest of their princi-

ples. It was too much for her brain. The mind
was dethroned, and now her abiding-place, while in

this world, is within the wa'ls prepared for this un-

fortunate class of people. This makes sad reading,

but those acquainted with the circumstance feel this

sadness more keenly than it is possible for us to ex-

press it here.
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All orders for the Full Report have now been

filled. Some of the larger packages were sent by

express. Should any of our readers fail to have re-

ceived the reports they ordered, they will please

notify us at once.

Sister Lydia E. Taylor writes that the outlook

in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, is steadily improving. The

congregations are large and the interest good. The

members there are preparing to open a regular

mission, and thus extend their work.

Dr. Dowie, of Chicago, has the knack of gather-

ing in the money. Within the last few months he

has received over $32,000 for the purpose of pur-

chasing and repairing a church for his people, and

now wants $3,500 to free the church from debt.

Bro. Samuel Murray and wife are now visiting

among relatives and friends in the vicinity of Lan-

ark, Bro. Murray writes that he is in usual health,

is enjoying himself quite well, and expects to re-

turn to his home at the Mount the first of next

week.

During the Christian Endeavor Convention, in

San Francisco, the daily papers, by mutual consent,

had the good sense to refrain from the use of sen-

sational head lines, and the publishing of crimi-

nal news. That was good for the time, but why not

keep it up?

Sister Lizzie Horning, of Mt. Carroll, Illinois,

who, a few years ago, greatly electrified the minis-

terial meeting at Lanark, in a speech she made to

the ministers, by special appointment, passed over

the mystic river last Monday, She had interesting

social and spiritual gifts, and will be missed by many.

The Fort Wayne church, Ind., has set apart the

last Sunday of each quarter for collections for the

missionary cause. We regard the plan as a good
one, and trust that encouraging results may be re-

alized, If every church in the Brotherhood would
do something of this kind, we would have much
more money for the General Mission cause,

Each elder should see to it, that there is in his

congregation a correspondent for the Messenger,

who sends in short and regular reports. We ought

to have short monthly reports from every church,

especially when there is news to report, Some-
times the elders do the reporting themselves.

When they feel like doing it, this is all right, but

some one ought to do the reporting, and do it regu-

We recently read a sad story. A minister, frail

of body, but strong in the faith, was opposed by a

member who withstood his teachings regarding

Gospel simplicity. The member even advised sin-

ners not to join the church, saying they could ex-

pect no peace of mind. This was too much for the

frail minister. He gave way under the pressure on
his anxious mind. His body was not sufficient to

support the mental strain, and now his armor is laid

by. Instead of receiving needed assistance from a

comrade in the great cause, his burden was in-

creased, and he was rendered helpless. This is

sad.

We do not remember to have ever read a s(

of lectures so intensely interesting as the "Juniata

Bible Lectures," by Bro. M, G. Brumbaugh. The
most of the lectures are devoted to the book of Ruth,

and contain so many practical lessons, and good
suggestions, that we desire to recommend the work
to all of our readers. It is just the book to place
in the hands of a young man or a young woman,
and no one can readmit without being greatly bene-
fited. One who reads these talks will know more
about the book of Ruth than he ever knew before,

unless he has given the matter special attention

heretofore, and, at the same time, will have greater

respect for the common toilers in life. Parents, get
the book for your young people, and be also sure
to read it yourselves. We have arranged to handle
the book, and can fill orders for 85 cents per copy.
We hope to receive a number of prders inside of

toe next few weeks,

Our correspondents should not become so inter-

ested in the warm weather, the growing crops and
gentle showers, as to forget to send us all the
church news they can gather. Our people want to

read all the good news there is, and we are at all

times ready and willing to print it. Let us have
many reports, but we want them all short and to

the point.

Some of the most important work done at the

late Annual Conference was in two evening meet-
ings held by the members of the District Mission

Board, and the General Missionary Committee.
Here the various phases of District Mission work
were freely discussed, and the relation tbe District

Boards sustain to the General Board, was also care-

fully considered. Every person who attended
these meetings was benefited, and at least a score

of brethren went home better prepared for work.

It occurs to us that every District would do well to

send at least one member of her board to meetings

of this kind, to be held in the future. The mem-
bers of the different boards thus meeting and dis-

cussing matters pertaining to their work, will the

better qualify them for their duties. We hope to

hear of more of such meetings.

THE LION'S BACK.

Seated in our windowless summer sanctum,

with the thermometer running wild in the nine-

ties, we did not seem to have any special theo-

logical subjects on which our thoughts inclined,

and, looking around for a suitable subject, on

which we could feel a little inspiration, we hap-

pened to notice, as we peeped through the branch-

es of the trees, the place known as the " Lion's

Back." This started a train of thought, which

tains to Switzerland and the "Memorial ) ion," as

it lies in the pangs of death, in bold relief, chis-

eled from the solid rock.

How thoughts do fly over distances, measured

by neither time nor spacel Just outside of the

City of Lucerne this lion is seen,—not imaginary,

but as real as can be made with hand, hammer

and chisel,

But the " Lion's Back," that we are now think-

ing and writing about, was not made in this way.

God made it,—when, we do not know. It may
have been there before the great flood, or formed

since by earthquakes or later upheavals. At any

rate, it is there, and, most likely, will remain

there until time has made its span, and a new

order of things is needful to accomplish the

great purpose about which we don't know.

This " Lion's Back," like a great many other

inanimate things that are made to represent the

animate, is not an exact representation of the

thing it is to represent, and, because of this, hun-

dreds have looked at it without seeing it. This

may seem paradoxical, but what we mean, is,

many have looked at and seen the hill, without

recognizing it as a lion's back.

This reminds us of a little circumstance that

occurred, in this connection, several years ago.

One afternoon we were walking out over the

commons, towards this place. In front of us,

leaning on the fence, we noticed a lady with

pencil and tablet in hand, very intently gazing

over towards the hill. When we came to the

place where she was, she turned towards us and

said: "Bro, Brumbaugh, I do wish you would

show me the lion's back. My teacher has asked

me to write a composition on it, and I have

been, for the last half hour, looking for it and

have not yet seen it."

And yet, there it was,—fronting her so promi-

nently that she could not well see anything else

in the direction she was looking. You may ask

why she did not see it. She did see it, but in

doing this, did not recognize the thing she was

leaking for, There may be several reasons fpr

this, and it would be interesting to stop right

here and have you think them out,—especially so
after we tell you that, after it was shown to her,

she wondered at her stupidity, because she said

it was just as plain as anything could be, Aod
yet she was not at all stupid. Under similar

circumstances you might look for it for hours
without seeing it.

Years ago, we were told that, as you come
down the east side of the Alleghany Mountains,
towards the Horse Shoe Bend, as you look from
the left side of the car, you can see, on the
mountain-side, the head and face of a man. We
looked for it time and again and could not see

it. Finally we asked a party, who knew, to
show it to us,—and, sure enough, there it was
so plainly outlined that we were made to wonder
why we had not seen it, Our trouble in seeing

the man's head, on the mountain side, was exactly
the same as with the lady in seeing the " Lion's

Back " on the hill. They were both too large for

us. The head and the lion that we had fixed in

our minds would not fit those on the mountain
side and hilltop. Had they been exactly the

things we expected to see, we would have had
no trouble in seeing them.

From these thoughts we wish to suggest two
lessons: the first one is: we miss seeing a great

many things because we do not look at the right

place, We often become concerned about certain

Bible truths. We feel that we are honest and
candid about it and that we would like to know
just how it is, but in our searching we go to the

wrong place. Things cannot be seen where they

are not. This was our first trouble in not seeing

the man's head, We had been looking at the

wrong place. It is true, we knew the mountain

side on which it was to be seen, but our informa-

tion was too indefinite. Had we known the ex-

act place, it is probable we would have seen it,

So it is in reference to the things to be seen relig-

iously. If we would look for them at the right

place, we would be able to see,—at least our

chances would be the better for it. Now, to

see the Lord's things we must go where he is,

—

in his Word. If we would always go there, we

would see many things in a different light from

what we do now. Instead of going to this foun-

tain head of all truth, we go to men. We want

to look at feet-washing, the Lord's Supper, the

true Christian baptism. Where do we go? How
often do we hear it said, " I will go and ask my
pastor about it, and hear what he has to say."

This may do if the pastor has received his infor-

mation from the right source. But if he should

be wrong and we follow him, we simply repeat

and perpetuate his mistake. The safer way is to

always go to and look at the right place. Then,

if those to whom we go are wrong about it and

tell us another way, we still have the better in-

formation, and this we should follow, no matter

who says otherwise. It is always safest and best

to accept that which comes from the fountain

head. This fountain head is Christ, the Great

Teacher, who says: " Follow me."

The other lesson is, when we wish to see a

thing we must not make it and see it before we

get to the place for seeing So it was with the

lady who was looking to see the " Lion's Back."

She had her lion all pictured out, before she got

to the place, and because she could not see what

she expected to see, she missed seeing what was

really there. So it is with many in wanting to see

religious truths and duties. They picture in their

own minds, what they want to see and do, and if

they cannot see this in the Bible, they fail and

refuse to see what is there. In other words, be-

cause their" Lion's Back" is not there, they re,

fyse tp sec She one that .- h*^ a, 0, 3,
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QUERISTS' DEPARTMENT.

Who was the Melchisedec, mentioned in Heh. 7: 1? Some
say he was Christ, others that he was an angel, and others
still, that he was just a man like any one else.

Ida E. Yoder.

He lived in the days of Abraham, and was at

that time King of Salem -old Jerusalem—and a'so

a priest. See Gen. 14: 18. His priesthood did

not come to him from his ancestors, and for that

reason he is said to have been without father, etc,

etc. His appointment was direct from God, hence
he was called a " priest of the most high God."
He was not Christ, but was a type of Christ.

He was not a celestial angel, but a man who was
a king and also a priest. His name is supposed
to have been found on one of the recently-un-

earthed tablets. Some writers think that Mel-
chisedec was Shem, who was yet alive at the time
when the events, mentioned in Gen. 14, occurred.

Has any individual church the right to vote on any church
principle or doctrine, as to whether we will sustain it or not?
For example, have we a right to vote whether we will sus-
tain our poor members? Now, understand me, not whether
they are worthy or not, but whether we will keep them? Is
such onr right? Mvrta Leavell.

It is the privilege of a congregation to consider,

and even vote, on any question she may think prop-
er, but should there be a probability of her de-

ciding against a Gospel principle, it becomes the

duty of the elder in charge, before the vote is

taken, to warn the church of her danger, and in-

form her that, if, by her vote, a well-established

Gospel principle is ignored, it then becomes his

further duty to advise the adjoining elders of the
fact, that they may come in and set the church in

order on that particular point. As a general thing,

when a church, by her judicious elder, is thus
kindly, but firmly warned, she refuses to vote on the
question. The case to which our querist refers

may, or may not come under this head. It is not
our privilege to express an opinion on that phase
of the question.

Will you please tell us why it is, that members of the
Brethren's church, living in the country, are expelled from
the church lor dressing as our city members are allowed, or
do dress? We have been asked this question by a number of
outsiders, and it is somewhat embarrassing to give a satisfac
lory answer. Emma L. Bowser.

We do not know that such is the case. Our
wide acquaintance with the Brotherhood prompts
us to say that, as a rule, the members living in the
cities are just as plain as those living in the rural
districts. Possibly there may be a few cities where
discipline, in this respect, is not what it should be
and then, on the other hand, there may be a few
country churches where the discipline is a little too
rigid, But these few exceptional cases need not
serve as a basis by which to judge the entire
Brotherhood. We feel certain, however, that in
no part of the Brotherhood is there a discrimina-
tion made, favorable to Uuse living in Ihe cities
and towns. In some cities we meet with condi-
tions, not generally found in the country, but these
have not yet led to any special discrimination.

July 24, 18
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Testament authorizes, this much and no more.
The supreme court of heaven will confirm only
such church decisions as are in keeping with the
written Word.

Does Query No. 6, page 3 of Annual Meeting Minutes ol

1896. concerning elders assuming oversight, prohibit churches
from having more than one housekeeper, if they so desire?

C. H. Brown.

We think not. We should judge that a church
at liberty to exercise her judgment in this re-

spect. And yet we cannot see what use a church
could make of more than one active and competent
housekeeper. In most churches, where there are
several ciders, only one acts as housekeeper. We
believe this to be the better way.

Was the thief on the cross ever baptized?

Ida E. Yoder.

No one knows. If he was, he went back on his
baptismal vow, for he was tried and condemned
as a ihief. Still he had some knowledge of God,
and while in prison, awaiting execution, may have
sought repentance. See Luke 23: 40, 41. On the
cross he appealed to Jesus for mercy, and received
this significant reply: "To-day shalt thou be with
me in Paradise," that is in the abode of disembod-
ied spirits. What Jesus did for him there, we have
no way of knowing. He may have preached to
him as he did to the other spirits in prison (1 Pet.

3: 19), and may have granted him the same means
of grace accorded them. Of this we can only con
jecture. But the occurrence on the cross gives no
preacher the right to promise the remission of sins
to any one short of faith, repentance and baptism.
In this respect every minister will find his duty laid
down in Matt. 28: 19; Mark 16: 16; Luke 24 :

46, 47; Acts 2: 38. To go beyond this, and promise
salvation, short of complying with the Gospel con-
ditions of pardon, for either the sick or the well,

ling authority never granted. We can
md the penitent sick to Ihe mercy of God,

but the well must be warned of the awful danger
of willful disobedience.

, H M

THE STORY OF THE MANUSCRIPTS.

Pie Ma...... 16: 18, to: "And I say
also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will
build my church; and the gates of hell shall not nrevail
against it. And 1 win give unto thee the keys of the king.

Tul I

X"T : f wha ' s°«'« 'hou shah bind „„ earfb
shall be bound in heaven; and whatsoever thou shall loose on
earth shall be loosed in heaven "

L. M E
In the querists' department we aim to be very

brief, and it greatly aids us when the points, on
which information is wanted, are designated. In
this instance we must guess at them. The rock
on which Jesus would build his church, is himself,-
the true and firm foundation. Some think it was
Peter's confession, while a few regard it as Peter
himself. By " gates of hell," or " hades," is meant
the gates of death. By "keys" is meant power.
This power has been given to the church, no less
than to Peter and the other apostles. The church

In a late issue of the (Baptist) Standard, Dr. T
Harwood Pattison has a paper that is not only ex
ceedingly interesting, but it is so full of valuable in-

formation that we have concluded to slightly con
dense it, and give it to the readers of the Messbn.
ger. We feel certain that it will be read with prof-
it. We quote as follows:

That the Bible is literature is evident from its

name and from its contents. In the fourth ce
ry Jerome proposed to call it "The Divine L
ry." Later.it was known as "The Books."
thirteenth century settled on the title "The Book!"
and by this name it is familiar to us. The gradual
advance in its t tie from a complex to a simple
term, is due to its contents. The Bible is not one
book, but many. It is, as Jerome said, a library.
Here are sixty six books, written in three different
languages and by some forty different men. The
writings cover certainly 2,oco years, and however a
common theme may bind them all together, each
of these little books has its own distinction of
style, as each of the writers has his own well-
marked personality.

. The variety of these books is not due alone to
their different authors or centuries. As literature,
again, the contents are of almost every form of
composition. Within the narrow limits of the cov-
ers of the Bible are history, biography, narrative,
poetry, didactic teaching, proverbial philosophy,
"id letters.

The history of the Bible, as Iiturature, covers two
periods, the first bringing us up to the invention of
printing in the fifteenth century, while the second
deals with its course since then. It is with the
manuscript period that we are concerned now; a
period lasting about a thousand years, although its

prec.se length cannot be settled until we know
j u„when it began. The art of writing is certainly

„,
great age. Professor Hilprecht, of the University
of Pennsylvania, who is now carrying on rxplora
tions in Babylonia, asserts, on the strength of his
own investigations, that the Babylonian people cit
isted and were ab'e to write at least 7000 years be
fore Christ. Prof. Sayce, of Oxford University
England, told the church Congress at Norwich lasi
year, that the age of the Exodus was as |iterary aj
that of the Renaissance in Europe, that at that
time there were Babylonian cities with libraries
6,000 years old, and that when Abram was born, a
Chaldee poet was writing a poem in twelve books.
In the face of the discoveries of our century, it ,j

no longer necessary to argue that Moses may' have
been as well able to write his laws as the Hebrews
ere to read them. These are assured facts.

We have no manuscripts of the Old Testament of
an earlier date than the tenth century A, D , but
this will sutprise no one who reflects how few old
manuscripts of any description remain to us.
The Old Testament is written almost wholly in

Hebrew, the exception b-ing some portions of the
books of Ezra and Daniel, which are written in
Aramaic, the common dialect of Palestine after the
captivity. The original characters in which the
books were written, are not found in any of the ex-
isting manuscripts, but we know what they were
like from coins of the second century B. C, from
the Moabite Stone, now in Paris, which is about
2,; 3 years old, and from some letters carved on
the rock at the upper end of a tunnel, which were
put there in the reign of King Hezekiah, and ac-
cidentally discovered in 1880 by some boys in their
play. The greatest care was taken by the Jews in
preserving the purity of their manuscripts. Tran-
scriptions were made mechanically, and no varia-
tions from the ccpy were allowed. This jealous
vigilance condemned to destruction any manuscript
marred by error or injury. Attached to the syna-
gogue would often be found a " Gheniza," or burial
place, in which worn out or imperfect copies of the
Scriptures were laid away to molder and perish.

composition can be preserved not only by re-
peated copies, but also by translation. The Septu
agint is a copy of the Old Testament, translated into
Greek, made between 350 and 250 B C, by order
of Ptolemy Philadelphus, of Egypt. Stripped of
the legends which cling about its origin, it seems to
have been intended for the use of the Greek speak

Jews, to whom their mother tongue was fast
becoming strange and meaningless. It was not fa-

vored by the stricter Jews, and its value is serious-
ly diminished by the alterations and corruptions of
the original texts. Yet it remains the first transla-
tion of which we have any knowledge, and for cen-
turies it was the Bible of multitudes of the Jewish
people, and it is of especial interest to us as the
Bible most familiar in the time of Jesus. A mem-
orable book is the Septuagint. From Palestine it

caught its message, from Greece its language, from
all. conquering Rome its circulation.

Turning now to the New Testament, we tread
more certain ground. There are more than 1,500
manuscripts, and the number is continually in-

creasing. In the libraries oi many of the old mon-
asteries of the Levant, of Bulgaria, and especially
in the convent of St. Catherine at Mt. Sinai, our
:entury has unearthed a wealth of literature of
*hich our fathers dreamed little. The material
used in these manuscripts is papyrus, and parch-
ment or vellum of varying quality, the skin of the
intelope furnishing the finest. At first the writing
vas in capitals only, as it would be now with a
:hild, and there were no periods or divisions be-

ween the words. To these letters (called uncials)
he running hand cursives) succeeded, and many
if the manuscripts on which the monks toiled in

he scriptorium of the monastery are "treasures of

irt, all ablaze with crimson and gold."

The three oldest manuscripts are the Codex Vat-
canus, the Codex Sinaiticus and the Codex Alex-
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andrinus. The Vatican manuscript,—most ancient

and valuable of these,—has been in the Vatican Li-

brary, in Rome, since 1450, except for the brief

time which it spent in Paris, when Napoleon bore

it there as one of the spoils of his Italian cam-

paign. It is written on antelope skin, in charac-

ters small and delicate, and, with the exception of

the later part of the Epistle to the Hebrews, it is a

complete New Testament. By order of the Pope
a careful photographic facsimile of this precious

manuscript was made seven years ago.

The romance of the Codex Sinaiticus cannot be

told at length here. It was found by the scholar

Constantin Tischendorf, on his third visit to the

famous old convent of St. Catherine, on the slopes

of Sinai, and is carefully preserved now in the Im-

perial Library at St. Petersburg, under the custo-

dy of the Emperor of Russia. Our century records

no other literary discovery comparable to this, for

the manuscript dates probably from the middle of

the fourth century,—only a little later than the Co-

dex Vaticanus, and it contains the whole New Tes-

tament.

The Codex Alexandrinus may be seen in the

British Museum, London. It probably belongs to

the first half of the fifth century, and was given to

Charles I., of England, by the Patriarch of Con-

stantinople, who, in his turn, brought it from

Egypt. Scarcely less interesting, and only a little

later in date, is the Codex Ephra^mi in the Nation-

al Library of Paris, which illustrates what is known
as the palimpsest, that is, an old manuscript

scraped clean, so that over it the scribe, too poor

or too careful of his parchment to use a fresh skin,

could transcribe another book, Tischendorf, dur-

ing his visit to Paris in 1841, succeeded in cleaning

off the upper writing, and revealed large portions

of the New Testament. The text " ranks high as a

critical authority, and the manuscript is one of the

greatest literary treasures of Christendom."

These four manuscripts now furnish the New
Testament scholar with his chief authorities for

textual criticism. They date from the fourth and

fifth centuries. They are in the keeping of the

three great churches of Christendom,—the church

of Rome, which possesses the Vatican and Eph-

raem manuscripts, the Greek church, which holds

as its peculiar treasure the Codex of Mt. Sinai, and

the Protestant Church, which possesses the Codex
Alexandrinus. We need to bear in mind the fact,

which will become of great moment in our further

study of the Bible as literature, that when the Au-
thorized Version of our English Bible was_made, in

the reign of King James I., not one of these manu-

scripts was known to the translators.

—* HOME * AND * FAMILY*

THE ARROW.

Straight from the Mighty Bow this truth is driven:

" They fail, and they alone, who have not striven."

Fly far, O shaft of light, all doubt redeeming,

Rouse men from dull despair and idle dreaming,

High heaven's evangel be, Gospel God-given:

"They fail, and they alone, who have not striven."

—Clarence Unity, in the Outlook.

INFLUENCE.

Influence is a power that is wielded by one in-

dividual over another, by an unknown law, either

for good or evil. We can neither see nor hear it,

sly or unconsciously we exert it over

1 by words, deeds, or even by our si-

lent thoughts. We can scarcely measure the limit

of influence that is exerted by our daily lives, from

the fact that character,—principle that reaches in

\.o eternity, — is at stake. The influence of our con-

duct will either mean destruction or eternal life.

Truly, none of us "live to ourselves."

How anxious parents become when contagious

diseases prevail! They will absent themselves

from the service of God, in order to escape expos-

lire, (or the r physical b nefit. Much more should
they watch their moral and sc iritual needs . Evil
society i s poisonous ar deven murde ousl Wick-
edness s as contagious s the plague that infects

dulge the young i

Ihink of the far- re

How inclined *

principlel Let n

to start a wave in

casts its shadow.

Shall our influenc

the

Influence produces lasting results. Men live,

then pass away, but they do not bury the good or
evil with their bodies. The good or evil lives hun-
dreds of years after the people are gone.

We may not wani to be responsible for such
monuments, but nevertheless we are! Unless our
influence is good, it will be evil. Let us notice the
spreading feature of influence! Take, for instance,

the bad boy who leads two other boys into the bar-

room. Let each of these two boys lead two others,

and so on. If thus repeated, it is possible for this

one boy, in a short time, to be the means of leading
astray hundreds of bad boys. Though he may re-

pent, that influence continues to spread.

What folly it is for parents, and others, to in-

" sowing wild oats!" Let them
eaching results!

we are to lose sight of this living

10 one think himself too weak to

ane. The smallest pebble is able

1 the great ocean. The tiny plant

Every footprint leaves its mark.
;e be for good or evil?

11, at some time, want to be the

means of doing good. The rich man wished to in-

fluence his five brethren, but it was too late to in-

fluence them, when he had passed beyond their

reach.

Evil influences have not only accomplished the

devil's wishes, in regard to individuals, but have
reached outside and done injury to the body col-

lectively. One of the greatest failings of the Is-

raelites was their tendency to idolatry, because of

surrounding heathen influence. It was by this

heathen influence, that, for centuries, Israel was led

into idolatry, and
v

as a punishment, repeatedly

brought under the dominion of foreign power, un-

til they were finally carried captive into Babylon.

How about God's people to-day, suffering from out-

side influence!

Pittsburg, Ohio.

BORROWINO RELIGION.

"And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for

our lamps are gone out."—Matt. 25: 8,

In some of our Lord's parables, the kingdom of

heaven is likened unto things that occur around us

in the present time, as in the parable of the sower,

the mustard seed, the leaven, etc. But the parable

of the ten virgins illustrates the condition of the

professors of Christ's kingdom when he appears in

the world the second time. Matt. 25, which con-

tains the above parable, continues and concludes

the Savior's discourse which began in the previous

chapter, concerning his second coming, and the

end of the world.

The professors of Christianity are likened to

these ten virgins. The Jews had a custom, on

marriage occasions, for the bridegroom, with his at-

tendants, to come to the home of the bride late in

the night, where she, with her maidens (which

were supposed to be ten virgins), were in expecta-

tion of him. When notice was given of his com-

ing, they went out with lighted lamps in their

hands, to conduct the party into the house where

the nuptials were celebrated.

The bridegroom, in this parable, represents our

Lord Jesus Christ. The virgins are the professors

of religion, the members of the church, v/ho are

betrothed to Christ and constitute the bride, but

the solemnizing of the marriage is reserved for the

great day of Christ's coming. In Rev. 19: 7 we

read, " Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honor

to him, for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and

his wife hath made herself ready."

The character of these virgins was widely differ-

ent, " Five of them were wise, and five were fool-

ish," The lambs may represent the profession we

make, whi'e the heart is the vessel which 'it is our
privilege to furnish with grace and love to God and
man, which constitutes the oil, "A good man out
of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth
good things: and an evil man out of the evil
treasure bringeth forth evil things." Matt. 12: 35.
To be a professor of religion and to be in posses-

sion of it are two different things. These foolish
virgins had their lamps with but oil enough for
present use, just enough to make a show, or pre-
tense, of religion, and had no vessel of oil to re-

plenish their lamps, in case of the delay of the
Bridegroom.

Such may be the condition of many Christian
professors now. They are satisfied with merely
having their names on the church roll, and make no
provision for what is to come. How sad the
thought, that we should thus allow ourselves to be
carried through this world with a mere profession,
and at a time, when it is too late to repent, our
lamps of profession will suddenly go out for want
of fixed principles, or not being rooted and ground-
ed in the faith. We can practice deception, or
sail in false colors with our fellow men, but with
God,—never. In consideration of the things shown
in this parable, it becomes us to place ourselves in

(he attitude of the wise virgins.

While engaging in the temporal things of this

world, we are constantly borrowing from, and lend-
ing to one another, which is often a great help to
us in the prosecution of our work. In the spiritual

kingdom we are benefited by the communion of
saints and the prayers and the faith and admoni-
tions of others, yet it is indispensably necessary

that our hearts are sanctified, for every one must
give an account of himself to God and prove his

own work.

When the day of final reckoning comes, we can
not get substitutes to appear and answer for us, or

borrow from our good parents, brothers, sisters, or
neighbors, for those that have most grace will have
nothing to spare,—no oil to lend to those whose
lamps are going out,

Then, in order to be ready to meet the Bride-

groom when he comes, or for death, which is one
and the same to us, the best of us have need to be
constantly borrowing from Christ; he has enough
for all and to spare; but we must come in posses-

sion of the much-needed article ere the door of

mercy is closed against us. We should not, like

the foolish virgins, try to borrow, or buy oil, when
our lamps ought to be trimmed and burning the

brightest. The preparation must be made now.

"To-day, if you hear his voice, harden not your

New Enterprise, Pa.

'MY BOYS."

Some years ago a vestryman of an Episcopal

church in New York, after the Sunday morning ser-

vice, said to a brother vestryman across the aisle:

" Come with me this evening and see my boys."

"Your boys! What do you mean?" the other re-

plied. "Come and you will see." With some per-

suasion his friend went with him, and found him-

self, on a wintry, icy night, at the Children's Aid

Society rooms. There the vestryman took the desk

as leader, read the Scriptures, offered prayer, made

a most appropriate address, and then called upon

his friend to speak. At the close of the service his

friend asked the question: "How long have you

been doing this thing, without my ever having sus-

pected it?" "Sixteen years," was the reply, For

sixteen years Howard Potter had been leaving his

rich and beautiful home every other Sunday night,

to help and instruct and stimulate to a better life

the poorest boys, the very waifs of New York City,

and to find for them honorable homes in the West.

He died suddenly of heart disease, last week, in

London, where he was the head of the London

branch of the great house of Brown Brothers & Co.,

of which he was the senior partner. He was a

brother of Bishop Potter of this city, and no mem-

ber of the family was either an abler or a truer man

than was Howard ?Qiltt.—Jnd<ptndtnt,
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KANSAS.

Bethel Church. —We met in council June 13

All the business was prop rly disposed of. Two

offic a's were assigned to their resrective spheres

Two letters of membership were read, and other

business attended to. —Jasper N. Pmy, Sawyer,

Kant.June 26.

Meriden.—Bro. C. H. Brown, of Navarre, Kans.,

miisionary of the Northeastern District, came here,

and finding much labor needed, spent eight days

toiling and preaching, doing effective work for the

Master, and building up individual members.

Brethren who do not want their duty made clear

and plain to them, should not let Bro. Brown come

into their m'dst. We have no resident minister at

present, but hope to report more favorably soon.

Our aged brother, A. W Perblcr. intending to

leave for his home in Oklahoma, the members and

friends met with him for social meeting and prayer,

the evening previous to his departure It was a fit

ting tribute on parting with one eiehtysix years of

age, and firm for Christ.—C. W. Pettier, July 9

Ozawkie. -The members of the Ozawkie church

met in monthly council July 10 The time set for

our love fiast is Oct. 9, commencing at 2 P. M.

On Sunday evening, after preaching services, an in-

vitation was given, and one young sister came for-

ward and expressed a desire to unite with the

church. We feel encouraged to see and hear of

wandering ones returning to the fold.

—

H. L I ram-

mU, July 15

Topeka Church.— Our regular quarterly council

was held on the evening of July 3. All business

was disposed of pleasantly. On the afternoon of

the same day a young man was added to the church

ssion and baptism. By the help of the

Board we now have Bro. J no. Sherfy, of

Michigan Valley, Kans., to preach for us each Sun-

day. In connection with the church, we have an

evergreen Sunday school, with fair attendance.

—

Hurley Taylor, Oakland. Kant., July IJ.

Atchison.—Being appointed missionary for

Northwestern Kansas, I am endeavoring to hold up

the banner of the cross in this place. The mem-
bers are kind and loving, but the people are almost

wholly given over to idolatry, worshiping the God
of self-indulgence—C H. Brown, July in.

Osage Church. —We met in quarterly council

June 5. Much business came before the meeting.

Three deacons were elected, viz., brethren Daniel

Neher, John Wampler and S Crumpacker. Bro.

Salem Beery was advanced to the second degree of

the ministry. We have a lively Sunday school,

with good attendance. Brethren Djniel and J. B.

Wolfe are our superintendents. We also have a

Bible normal, with Bro. E. M. Wolfe as our leader.

We meet every Thursday night, with good attend-

ance, and a desire to learn more of the Blessed

Book.

—

Huldah Neher, McCune, Kans., July 10.

PENNSYLVANIA.

Harrisburg. -As we read the Messenger week
alter week, we see that constantly our ministers are

going to new loca'ities. We wfuld ask all such to

kindly remember the little fljck in Harrisburg

We organized in January, and now have twenty-

three members. Jan. 10, 1S97, we had our first Sun-

day school. We started out with twenty-eight

scholars, but have now sixty- five enrolled.

—

Ellen

Shissler, '526 Green St., July 12.

Maple Spring Church.—We met in quarterly

council June 5 All business was pleasantly dis-

posed of. Bro. J. C. Murray, of Nappanee, Ind.,

came to us May 26, and preached nine soul cheer-

ing sermons. As a result, three precious souls

made the good confession, and came out on the

Lords side. June 13 we held our Communion,
when two more were received into the fold of Je-

sus. The feast was a pleasant one, and we had a

large attendance. Bro. Edmund Forney, of Illi-

nois, officiated.—N. H. B.ougk, Davidstnlle, Pa., July

16.

York.—The Ministerial Meeting for Southern

Pennsylvania will beheld in York, Nov. II and 12

We request ministering brethren to arrange their

:, so as to be able to attend this meeting. Bro.

S. F. Sanger will begin a scries of meetings on the

day following, Nov. 13 —J. A. L -ng.July 12.

Royersford.— Eld. Tobias Myers, of Sheldon,

iwa, who is spending some time with his son, Bro.

J. T. Myers, of Oiks, was »ith us on Sunday, July

II, and preached at the morning and evening servi-

ces. His discourse was very appropriate to the

season and his surroundings. Our appointments

here are m inv, but each line of work is well kept

up, and Bro. Myers was especially well pleased

!th the attendance at the Sunday school service,

one hundred and six,—vihich he tho"ght was

ry good for a small mission on an extremely hot

day. He was also gratified to see that all the

Brethren's Sunday school literature was in use here.

We have usually two prayer meetings and two

young people's meetings each week.

—

B. Frank

Roeller, July 12.

OKLAHOMA TERRITORY.

Oak Grove.—July 10 the members of this church

ict in quarterly council. All business that came

before the meeting was pleasantly disposed of. On
unt of sickness and the rain, that came just at

the hour of the ueeting, only a part of the mem-
bership was present Two delegates were chosen

..pres-nt us at District Meeting. The choice

fell upon Ed. A W. Austin and the writer. The
outlook, in this part of the District, is encouraging.

May God aid in watering, and give us the increase!

—Jat. A. Stoudtr, Davenport, OMa. Ter„JuIy 14.

Hoyle Church.—Notwithstanding the very hot

weather, we are still at work. Our services are

well attended and our Sunday school, of late,

seems to be making a special growth. The general

health is remarkably good. Never before, in the

West, have we witnessed such a bountiful harvest

of small gtiia—EmanuelJ. Smith, Lynn, Olla., July

14.

Mount Hope.— Our regular quarterly council,

held June 25, passed off pleasantly. We elected

Bro. J. A. Landis as Superintendent of our Sunday

school. Since our last report two have come out

on the Lord's side, We see that the good work is

advancing. Bro. John Holler is now with us, hold-

ing forth the Word in its purity.

—

E. L. Brubakcr,

July 12
INDIANA.

Union Church—Our membership was well repre-

sented at our last quarterly council. A great

amount of business was transacted in a Christian-

like manner, and, seemingly, satisfactorily to all

present. Our harvest meeting will be held on Sat-

urday, July 31, at 10 A. M The meeting will be

continued over Sunday. Bro. E. S. Young of

North Manchester, is expected to be with us, and

we extend a hearty invitation to all. Our love feast

will occur Oct. 29, beginning at 4 P. M. Minister-

ing brethren will please make a no'e of this and be

with us The circulation of the Gospel Messenger
is being increased in our congregation under the

agency of Hro Henricks. The missionary spirit is

alsb being aroused more and more.—Laura Appel-

man, Plymouth, Ind.,July 15,

Eight Mile Church.—We had a children's meet-

ing iiere July IX. We had a very pleasant meeting.

The Lord favored us with delightful, cool weather,

after the hot days we had just passed through.

Our little folk? did their parts so well that all were

delighted, and many good impressions were made.
—/ V.FelthomeJuly 12.

OHIO.

Gambier.—Bro. I. W. Kihler, of Canton, Ohio
:

ame to us in June, and made us a short visit. He
reached three sermons on Saturday night, Sunday
orenoon and Sunday evening. We enjoyed h

ermons veiy much. He is full of the missionary

pir't, and will accomplish good wherever he goei

iis sermons to us were* like a gentle shower after

long drouth.— .ff. Dial,July 17.

Dupont.—We have a union Sunday school at our

place, with an average attendance of forty-five,

which is very good, considering that there is one

hool two miles north, another, one and one-fouith

iles east, and still another one mile south. We
ive no church, but use the district schoolhouse.

ur school h called "Union Macedonia." This

ime implies, " Come over and help us." We find

any willing helpers. We use the New Testament

id Brethren's Hymn Books. Bro. William R.

White is our Superintendent, and the writer Assis-

tant.—!?. R. Prowant,Juiy rj,

CALIFORNIA.

Los Angeles.—Sunday, July 4, there was a chil-

dren's meeting held in the west part of the city, on

Lawrence Street, where Sister Buckwalter has

charge of the new mission, which was started some
ago. The meeting was a grand success. We

had a blackboard talk by Bro. Miller, which was
edingly interesting to the large folk:

specu

distan.

point.

child:

mended for th

Ily so, whei

(th

Buckwalte

nestn

to b.

1 and zeal

highly

hich she

labors at thi<

l we take

les)she In

.ideration the

from thi:

She has worked up much interest for the

by visiting and encouraging the children

ng the week, in addition to her earnest and

faithful labors each Sunday.

—

C. W, Guthtie, Juy

Covina Church.—July 3 we met in quarterly

tuncil, and had a - ery pleasant meeting. Bro. C.

S, Holsinger, of Belleville, Kans., was chosen mod-
erator. Bro. M. M Eshelman was also present.

In the evening B'o. Eshelman began a series of

four discourses on " The Lost Tribes of Israel."

He illustrated, by charts, their journeys from Pales-

tine until they reached Northern Europe. His

talks were both interesting and instructive. Our
love feast will be held Oct 9, beginning at 2 P. M,
—Clarence Over/to'tser,Ju'y 7.

NEBRASKA.

South Loup Church.—Our elder, S M. Forney,

.me to us July n, and preached three soul-cheer-

g sermons. One made the good cmfession and

is bap'ized July >z. Bro. Forney is making a

issionary tour through the northwestern part of

the State. May God bless him, and all of our mis-

sionaries!-^. P. McLel/an, J ilebfidd, Ntbr.July 12.

Kearney.—We are glad to state that one brother

was restored to fellowship at our love feast, June

26.

—

E. M. Snavdy,Ju'y it.

IOWA.

Iowa River Church.—This church met in quar-

terly council July 10 All business that came be-

fore the meeting was transacted in a Christian way.

We decided to have our love feast Oct. 16. Our

Sunday school is evergreen and interesting. I was

glad for the decision of our late Annual Meeting,

on Sunday school work. If we work and trust the

Lord, he will lead us in the way,~E I n Nicholson,

Rock'on, lowa,July '3.

Garrison.—Three sisters united with the church

to day. They came forward at the Sunday school.

—Lizzie R. Pugk.July 11,

OREGON.

Coquille Church. -By reading the reports of our

late Annual Conference, as given in the Gospel

Messenger, and other papers, we feel very much
as though we had attended the Meeting and visit-

ed with many dear brethren and sisters w'th whom
we have formerly worshiped. Truly it was a gr^at

satisfaction to usl We have two Sunday schools

within the bounds of this organization, conducted

by the Brethren, and another school is using the

Brethren's literature. Since our last report, one

dear sister was received by baptism, two members

have been restored to fellowship, and four were re-

ceived by letter. We expect to have a love feast

Aug. 14, and will be very much pleased if any

members, especially ministering brethren, could ar-

range to be with us at that time.

—

Sarah A. Van-

Dyke, Norway\ Ore., July 5.
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VIRGINIA.

Staunton. -Bro. McCann's meetings closed yes-

terday, J-ly II. Two were baptized and one more

has applied for membership. Others were almost

ready to say, ' I will live for Jesus." May they

not give it up because the meetings have closed.

The members seem to be encouraged, but we feel

the meetings closed too soon

—

Martha Click, July

La Motte.

The busines

a Chris

by lette

ILLINOIS.

-We met in quarterly t

befo : the

lik,

meeting was d

One sister •

granted.

icil July 10.

sposed of in

las received

letters were granted. We decid-

ed our love feast Oct 16, preceded by a

etings. Bro. J G. Royer, of Mt. Mor-

i us July 7 and P, and preached two

Ger if Slotser, Hutsonville,

MISSOURI.

Plattsburg.—The congregatit

lecided to hold a series of n

liih the first Sunday in August

ler of Lew stow n, Pa.,

preaching.

K»ns., am
here. Bro

Pro

niste

Jas.

f. A. I

r in the

Hildtb

ha aLom jved here.

arrang ngtc move!

at this place has

etings, beginning

Eld. J M. Mob-
has been selected to do the

.. Snowberger, of Newton,

second degree, has moved
rand, of Mound City, Mo

,

Other families of Brethren

here.—5 Z Sharp, Ju y is.

SOUTH DAKOTA.

Hazel. —Having recently moved to South Dako-

ta, 1 would like to know if there are any Brethren

living in or near Hamlin County. We invite any

of the Brethren, passing through or near, to stop

with us. We live one mile west of Hazel. We
have met but two or three persons who know any-

thing at all about the Brethren —Mottie Tetter, July

MARYLAND.

Special Notice.—The Home Mission Board of

the Western District of Maryland will meet in

the Hageistown church, Aug. 7, to make arrange-

ments for the evangelistic work, and select minis-

ters for the same. All the ministers of the Dis-

trict are nvited and urged to be present and assist

in the work. The morning session will assemble at

9: 30, and the afternoon session 2 P. M.—W. S.

Riichard, Sec.
MICHIGAN.

Black River.—Our aged brrther, Chris Funk,

with his wife and son.left us recently fnr Califor-

nia. Bro Christian was one of the pioneer mem-
bers of the Black River congregation. He and his

three brothers, alt members, emigrated to Van Bu-

ren County, Mich., about forty years ago The

The attendance at the meetings here was not large,

but there is a very healthy interest manifest by
those outside the fold. The first love feast ever

held at this point was held on Sunday evening, Ju-

ly 11, at the home of Bro. D. G. Berkman. There
were ten memb' rs present, four of whom came over

from Bolinger, La. that they might thus enjoy the

fello 'ship of the saints. The meeting was an en-

joyable one, and we believe lasting impressions

were made. Bro. Berkman, though not a minister,

is called on, both in public and in private, to ex

pound the Scripture?, which he has tried to do in

the fear of God. The outlook is encouraging, and

a minister located heie would find an abundance of

work.

— Returning hoi

stop at Arkadelphia —
labor. Here we held

filled house of attent

ard, it was my
\

J. W. Gepha

church was
fall of '65. the

Funkr'ied At (

ship

Ma n, Sii

to Sister Martha
ried Eld. Thurston Miller. Theil

porte, Ind. — Cyrus Wallick, Bl,

Jutv 10

Funk's grist mill, in th<

r removal to California

last quarterly council, let

re granted to h s w
A letter was also gr

Miller, who recently

ted

'.*gdaU, Mich
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Notes from the Arkansas Field.

—It was my privilege to meet with the brethren

and sisters at Bolinger, La , Saturday, July 3. W(
had meeting each evening till Monday evening

also on Sunday. There are nine members at thi-

point, all of whom are interested in the progress

of the Master's cause. Their great need is a m
tertohelp hold up the banner of the Lord,

aid in directing sinners to Chiist. There is no t

ister nearer than a hundred miles.

—On Wednesday, July 7, we met with the m
bers at Texarkana, Ark. At this point are five

members, with whom we remained over Sunday

niln: pla

could

proper

efle

111,

I

e and,

at the

douht

tsiilt.

nnreg;

The opportune moment
not seized, and now a strong effort would be

quired to rega : n the ground. Bro. Gephart is

only minister in a radius of about a hundred mil

—At Little Rick we called on Bro. E F. Wil-

liams and wife,- the only members to our knowl-

edge in the entire city. Residing at 1502 West
Third Street, they would be glad to have members,

passing through the city, to call on them.

—Thus it may be seen that there is ample room

for laborers in the Lord's vineyard in Arkansas.

If you do not care to go to a foreign field, will you

not come to this great field in the South and help

the people are not supplied with religious teaching,

and some denominations, win have recently es-

tablished missions there, have been able to organ-
ize large churches, and put them inio good work-
ing order in a remarkably short space of time.

One minister, a Methodist, has learned the lan-

guage (Portuguese) and organized a church with

forty members within eighteen months from arriv-

ing at his destination. All classes of society seem
to welcome the missionary, and respond to his

teaching.

The climate is diversified but, in general, health-

ful. The soil is poor in places, but very fertile in

others and especially adapted to raising coffee, sv-

gar and tea. It is also adapted to stock-raising.

It is mid winter in Southern Brazil now, and the

climate there is always temperate, It is hot in the

Amazon valley, which is probably the richest por-

tion of the country, but the discomforts arising

from the heat are more imaginary than real. The
day will probably come when that gieatest of all

river valleys will support an immense population.

The foim of government is republican, and is

now so well established and so popular with the

people, that there is little probability of any
change. It will, therefore, be favorable to any and
all denominations.

The school system is quite defective,— only about

20 per cent of the people being ahle to read and
write. But already over two and a half million

dollars are expended annually in public education.

The people are beginning to realize the importance

garner in the sheaves? If not, are

tell the Master, face to face, why not?

—At all the points visited the Mi
most welcome visitor in the Brethren

is also going as a missionary to the h<

not members. May God bless the

bears to the saving of their souls!

D. L. Form
Pa'eitme, Ark., July If.

sage

From Keuka. Fla.

The members of thi;

eetinnhouse July 3,

gs and death of ou

M Bio. Samuel M.

tration of th

teen brethn

Lord's tabl

:-urch met at the Keuka
commemorate the suffer-

dorable Redeemer. At 5

nuel M. EV preache I the examina-

ihich was followed by the adminis-

ordinances of God's house. Seven-

and fourteen sisters surrounded the

Our feas' certainly did our souls

good. Bro. I. W. Leatherman and two sisters

from Woodly, Fla, were with us. After examina-

tion services Bro. Eby presented his church letter,

recommending himself and wife to be in good

s'anding. Those letters were gladly received. On
Sunday, July 4, Bro. Leatherman preached a very

good sermon for us. On Sunday night Bro. Eby

gave us a good, practical sermon. Bro. Eby has

location from the Indian River tochanged his

Winterhaven

We had a

thoroughly v.

We had fi

Besides thos

brethren Hyl

;ood rain to day, being the first to

' the ground, for three months.

ministering brethren at our feast,

already mentioned we had with us

on. Stover and J. H. Garman. Bro.

dvanced in years and somewhat feeble

but while his body is getting weaker, his soul i

getting stronger. J I. Miller.

J»b 5-
.

Brazil as a Mission Terrrltory.

I have long thought that Brazil, S. A., is one c

the most promising fields to the foreign mission

ary. The area of the country is equal to that of

ours (excluding Alaska). The population «

14,000,000 in 1888.

Until 1890 when the separation of church a

state took place, the Roman Catholic was the 1

tablished religion. Since that time the Catholi

have been rapidly losing grgund. In the interior

if cduc The go

uld becans, and no doubt c

nearly self-supporting by doing some teaching.

There is not the poverty to be met with in many
countries. There is no danger, or at least very lit-

tle danger, from any pestilence, and, above all,

there is no deep-seated superstition or so called

religion, to be uprooted, be'ore the people arc in a

cjndition to receive the Truth. They, to a great

extent, already know their duty, but simply lack

religious leading. It surely seems to me that now,

while these people are in this unsettled and transi-

tion period, when we have been blessed with plen-

ty at ho and

for

the advantages, offe

xess in foreign lands, the

ire complete investigation of

ed for mission work of the

Brethn

Of c

in Brazil,

hun the

sight of God among the cannibal trib s of Africa or

the South Sea, as elsewhere, but we should, at all

times, try to do the greatest good to the greatest

number. The doctrine of primitive Christianity, as

practiced and upheld by the Brethren, would sure-

ly reach the hearts of the people of Brazil who are

no looger hindered by Cath licism, but are ready

to learn more of Protestantism. N R Baker.

Citror.elle, Ala.

A Missionary Meeting.

We held a tr

church, July 4.

delivered by Brr

were made to re

for the great (

the Milssionary meeting

All who listened to the sermon,

Isaac Brubaker, of Laplace, 111.,

lize that they are doing too little

le of missions. Among the many
uths that our brother presented to us so earnest-

ly, was this one,—that if we deny ourselves of all

the sinful fashions of this world, and use the mon-

ey just to i

/ill get n

if we should arrange thri

bacco, one for

reward for it. Again;

olumn:

article

for to-

one for

mission work, which one would have the largest

account at the end of the year? Let us all think

of this, and ask ourselves this question, when

spending the money that God has entrusted to our

hands. After the sermon a collection was laken,

and St2 19 was donated for the India Mission. We
were greatly encouraged and thankful for what was

given. If all our churches would hold a special

meeting for missions once or twice a year, we

would be surprised at the results.

Minnie V. Gibson.

Ctrtogerdo, III, July h.
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From Alarm s, Va.

—Since my last rcporl I have been permit-

led to attend the District Meeting of the Sec-

ond District of Virginia, which was held in the

Sangerville church, about one hundred and

twenty-five miles from here. We usually h;

quite a distance to go to District MectiDg,

we live in East Virginia, and, as a rule, ihe

meetings are held in the "Valley." Th

makes representation rather burdensome, i

others have written about the meeting, I w

say nothing further about it, excepting thi

that such large meetings give us needful ii

spiration. A'ter the meetings I spent a short

time at Bridgew.iter College, where two o

young brethren were in attendance. I

well pleased with ihe work I witnessed.

—May 15 many of our members attc

the love feast in the Nokesville church. They

had a good meeting.

—May i6Bro. J.C. Beahm, of Lowry, Va.,

gave us an interesting discourse. The same

day Bro. Jacob Kurtz, of Shippensburg, Pa.,

gave an interesting talk to the young people.

Both brethren also addressed our Sunday

—May 26 brethren J.
M. Kagey and D. H.

Zigler, members of our Htme Mission Board,

came to Manassas, and spent some time in

looking up the interests of the mission cause

East of the mountains, They went as far as

Orange and King William Counties, where

there are small bands of members.

—Our church met in council, preparatory to

love feast, June 3, at 1 P. M. The report of

the deacons was favorable. Oue Utter of

membership was granted.

—Our love feast, June 12, will long be re-

membered The weather was delightful, the

attendance large, the preaching soul-inspiring,

and the order and attention excellent. Mem-
bers from five States were seated around the

tables; one hundred and thirty-five communed.

Bro. L. H. Eby, of North Manchester, Ind., of-

d after, the feast, we enpyed
m-ns by the following brcth-

, G. B. Heeter, L. H. Eby, S.

1 Lehman, and S. 5. Blough.

nth bis wife and

ficiated, Elevi

—Before, at,

a number of si

ren: A. P. Blou

F. Sanger, Hiram ]

The latter (my bi

child, remained with us several weeks, and

gave us a number of practical sermons.

—There having been a call made for help in

the deaconship, the matter was considered by

the church after examination services, and it

was unanimously decided to call two brethren

to that office. E. E. Blough and S. C. Harley,

two active young brethren, were elected.

—At the close of the love feast, the installa-

tion services were conducted, amid deep so-

lemnity and many tears, by elders S. F. Sang-

er and J. S. Holsinger.

—On Sunday morning. June 13, brethren

Blough and Eby spoke to the Sunday school.

—July 3 we met in regular quarterly council,

Considerable business was disposed of, with

the best of feeling.

—Our harvest meeting is appointed for Aug.

14, at which time we will take up a collection

for the benefit of the Washington City meet-

inghouse. Brethren, can we not get a house

erected there inside of another year? Let us

try! J. £. Blough.

July 7-

Notes from Chicago.

—Several weeks have elapsed since the

great meeting at Frederick, Md. Time moves
steadily onward, and every day carries the

event farther from us; but the memory of this

meeting, the inspiration gathered there, it

seems to us, will deepen and broaden until it

is swallowed up in the great meeting " up yon-

der."

—Iti To
meet with those from other mission points,

—

whose experiences are similar to our own, was
a source of great pleasure and profit; to feel

the sympathy of so many hearts and be as-

sured of their prayers, gives us a determina-

tion to go on and do more for the Lord.

—I would that every person in our Brother-

hood, who is called to special work, could at-

tend these yearly meetings They furnish op-

portunities for storing away some reserve

force, which may be called forth at some fu-

ture hour of discouragement or special need.

—The time we spent among the brethren

and sisters in Pennsylvania, was also very en-

joyable. The contrast between these homes
among the mountains, and the homes of the

poor in our city, is very marked. We could

only wish that some of the poor of the city

were with us to enjoy the good, pure air and

the beautiful scenery.

—As we write these notes, .1 bunch of white

clover-blossoms stands on our table. They
were brought to us last evening by two of our

little sirh who gathered th'm from some

place in the city, and seemed as much delight-

ed in presenting them, as some children would

the finest roses.

—We thought how pleased Ihey would be,

to walk through a field of daisies, or climb the

rocks and gather the beautiful laurel of Penn-

sylvania.

—Several Sunday school teachers have re-

cently sent in the offerings of their c'assps for

the work here. One teacher, with her class,

pieced a quilt and sent that. We think it a

rare opportunity for the Sunday school teach-

er to instil into the heart of the child the prin-

ciple of giving to help others. If the teacher

of to-day will do his part, there will be no lack

of means or workers in the next generation,

and China, Japan, and Africa, may all have

the Gospel prenched to them; though wc hope,

with Bro. Stover, to see the work opened in

these places soon.

—In a recent assembly of primary workers,

the thought was brought out that the teacher

should use great care in preparing the lesson

for her little ones, that she give them only

such food as would be nourishing to them.

They should not have the same as the Bible

class. Every Sunday school teacher, in pre-

paring his lesson, should heed Paul's advice in

2 Tim. 2: 15, " Study to show thyself approved

unto God, a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of

truth.

'

—Another speaker, at the same meeting,

made a remonstrance against the popular

Christmas entertainment, in which 'Santa
Claus " is the prominent figure, aud the Babe
of Bethlehem unnoticed. As a people, we

e always opposed this delusive doctrine,

we aro glad to know that other churches

beginning to see the evil resulting from

such teaching. Let us hold firmly to .every

iple of the Gospel, and help to speed the

day when the simple teachings of Christ will

are fully observed throughout Christen-

dom. Susib Forney.
too S. Ashland Ave:., Chicago, Jll.

From Mayville, North Dakota

1 have been spending my time for the past

ek, with the Father's little flock, in what is

own as the Red River Valley church. The
use is nine miles south of Mayville. This

valley is an even plain, as far as the eye can
1 every direction, and, as to soil, judging

the growth of wheat, oats, grass, corn,

potatoes, etc , one would suppose it to be
equal to the best. This valley is dotted over

[arm-houses and red barns, which makes
k as if somebody lived here. Wheat is

:oming into head, and there is an im-

e crop of it. I see as fine timothy here as

e seen in any country. I would enjoy the

cloudy evenings a little better if the mosqui-
vould adopt the homeopathic system of

nent,—but they adhere strictly to the old

n. Their time, however, is of short dura-

I think it would be fair to say, that

when the weather is at its coldest, people

not very well move out, or leave here,

and when the cold season is past, it is so nice

that they don't want to leave. The farms are

nearly all out doors, i, e„ no fence around

Their love feast, which was on the 9th, was
well deserving of the name. Twenty-eight

imuned, and the audience, looking on,

Id have been a good example for those in

older and larger congregations. The best love

feasts are not dependent upon the number, but
pon the one great principle of love and good
ill. To-day I go to the Sweet Water Lake

church. Devils Lake is their station.

July " ^
From Battle Creek, Iowa.

Wk have just closed a very interesting se-

ries of meetings of two weeks' duration, con-

dncted by Bro. 0. J. Beaver, of Nora Springs,

Iowa, commencing June 24 The attendance
was good and the attention excellent, Al-

though we had no accessions, we pray that

those impressed will not be satisfied until they

have complied with the requirements of the

Bro, Beaver did his work well. He wielded

the Sword of the Spirit with skill. We feel

that the church has been -encouraged and
aroused to more earnest work in the futui

The church here met June 25 in co

The brethren made their annual visit,

found all in love and union,

We met again June 26, at 4 P. M., to hold

our love feast. Owing to rainy weatbei

attendance was not as large as expecte<

few brethren and sisters from neighboring

churches were with us, and a little band 1

nineteen surrounded the Lord's table, to con

memorate the sufferings and death of 01

Blessed Savior.

The ministering brethren that were with t

were brethren Daniel Dierdorff, A. Nicod
mus, Harry Wingert, and O. J. Beaver. Br
Beaver officiated We also had preaching c

Sunday and Sunday night We have no mil

ister living among us. We would be glad if

some minister would move among us. Tht

brethren have made arrangements to give u:

preaching once a month. Lona Cripe.

Juiyu. ^
From Martinsburg, W. Va.

I have just finished reading the Messed
Ger of last week (July to). I can say, what

very few can, "I have read all of the num-
bers." I was one of the 350 subscribers when
the Gospel Visitor commenced, in June, 1851.

1 expect to be a reader of our paper as long

as I live. It seems I could not do without

it. I like to hear what is going ou in the

church. I think our brethren and sisters

t all to be readers of the paper, I hope

the day will come when nearly all of our

;embers will be readers of the Messenger.
I were able to travel I would go where we
we no members and where people do not

low anything of our chorch, and there f

ould get subscribers for the Messenger. I

;lieve the Me'SENGkr will do a great deal

The Lord spired me, that I could attend an-

other Annual Meeting. I have now attended

:teen. I can say that our last meetiug was
ry pleasant one, but I think there ought

ave been some preaching in the German
language, as there were quite a number of

good German ministers there, and also many
people that would like to have heard German
preaching and singing. I would like if there

Id be some German preaching at every An-

,1 Meeting. Our Brethren, that first came
America, were Germans, and I think the

language ought to be taught in our schools,

so. John Brindle.

July 13-

From Georgia,

A number of Gospel Mbs-srvgkr readers

have either met with, or beard of, Thomas
Fayette Jeffries, who was born in Rocking-

ham County, Va., in 1S28, being now nearly

ixty-nine years old. He lay in bed ten years,

135 not walked for about fifty years, has trav-

led by railroad and steamboat a total dis-

ance of eighty or one hundred thousand

ailes. He has a little horse named "Sancho,"

/hich he has driven for nineteen years, a dis-

ance, in all, of nearly twenty-nine thousand

ailes,—nearly one and one-fourth times the

listance around the earth. The farthest point

[riven from his present home,—Smyrna. Ga,,

vas to Athens, Tenn,, where he visited Mr,

Joseph Miller, a former schoolmate. He has

xellent memory, fine descriptive powers,

:lose observer, sociable, kind and conge-

nial, which makes bim a welcome guest and
anion with his host of friends. Once a

great sufferer, he now enjoys good health,

ihough unable to walk. He is a great reader,

1 fine conversationalist, and highly entertain-

ing. I shall long remember the pleasant

hours spent with him, July 11, at the home of

Bro. Edmon D. Bashore, near Rome, Ga. His
ion is to distribute literature, sent him

free o( charge, by the agency," Lend a-Hand
Society" of BostOD, Mass. He also distributes

the Brethren's tracts, of which we gave him a
number. He has been an appreciative reader

: Gospel Messenger for a number of

years, it being sent him by a good brother in

Rockingham County. He has also sold eleven

thousand copies of his little book,—descrip-

of his life and incidents of travel, He is

.ember of the Methodist church, and a

July 2d, 1897.

/arm friend of our Brethren, with whom be is

lways a welcome guest. S. F. Sangb k.

Calverton, Va., July 12,

. . . FALLEN * ASLEEP ..~

KILLIAN.—In the Little St, Joe church,

Allen Co., Ind., July 4, 1807, Walter Jehu
Killian, son of Bro. John and sister Sarah
Killian, aged 16 years, 5 months and 19 days.

Funeral services by B-o. John Stafford from
Jer, 21:8. Interment in the Scipio cemetery.

He leaves a kind and loving father, mother,

four brothers and one sister.

Effik Stafford.

KNEE.— In the Salem church, Ohio, July

7, 1807, of consumption, Bro. Samuel Knee,
aged 63 years, 2 months and 3 days. His
wife, Barbara, a sister in the church, preceded
him to her long home, Nov. 28, 1884. Bro,

Samuel was received into the church only

one week before bis death. Funeral services

at Georgetown from the words, "The day of

one's death is better than the day of his birth."

Eccl. 7: I, by Eld. I. J. Rosenberger and
the writer. Jesse K. Brumbaugh.

MYERS.—In the Waddams' Grove church.

111., June 17, 1897, Bro. Enoch Myers, aged

70 years, 7 months and 18 days. He leaves

a wife and six children. He was married to

Nancy Musser, Nov. 20, 1849, and moved to

Illinois in the spring of 1861. He called for

the elders of the church and was anointed May
9. Funeral services by Bro. Enoch Eby and
Bro. Snell, of Indiana. W. K. Moore.

SNOBERGER. — In the New Enterprise

church, Bedford Co., Pa
, June 2, 1897, Bro.

John Snoberger, Sr., aged 71 years, 2 mouths
and 20 days. Occasion improved by Elders

D. T. Detwiler and C. L. Buck, from Num.
y.io. H. A. Buck.

SALA.—In the Quemahoning church, Som-
set Co., Pa., sister Annie, wife of friend

Jacob Sala, aged 36 years and 5 months.

Services by the writer and L. A. Blough
lennonite). S. P. Z.mmerman.

FISHER. — In the Plum Creek church,

Armstrong Co., Pa, July 4, 1897, of consump-

,
Frank Fisher, s n of friend Jacob Fish-

ged 16 years, 5 months and 26 days. The
Tal services were conducted at the home
the deceased, after which the remains

; interred in the Atwood cemetery by the

side of his mother, who preceded him in

A father, three brothers and two sisters sur-

Funeral services by the writer from
Deut. 4: 4. Frederick D. Anthony.

REYNOLD.—At the home of his daugh-

r-in-law, sister Lydia Reynold, Antietam,

Pa., Bro. Jacob Reynold, aged 80 years, 7
as and 14 days. Deceased was a faith-

ful member for about forty years. He leaves

1 widow and four children. Bro. Reynold
was one of the number that was present at

:be writer's house, last October, and enjoyed

1 Communion season. He expressed him-

self a number of times that evening, as be-

ing glad that he got here. Funeral services

conducted by brethren Jacob Snyder and J.

B. Rutbrauff from 1 Cor. 15: 25 at the Welty
church, Interment in the cemetery adjoining,

G. M. Newcomer.

HARLEY. — In the Manassas church,

rince William Co., Va., July 5, 1897, Bro.

Isaac K. Harley, aged 58 years, 10 months
and 29 days. Bro. Harley was born in Mont-
gomery County, Pa., Aug. 6, 1838. Dec. 7,

862, he was married to Elizabeth Conner.

To I : bon andt
Thn

preceded him to the spirit world, Bro. Har-
ey united with the church in his young days

nd lived a consistent Christian life. Eleven
ago, t Ma he moved to Prince

He was a sufferer, oc-

:onfined

s death,

very patiently. He
nd was anointed. In

William County, Va.

casionally, for

bed only a few i

He bore his afflictio

called for the elders

the death of Bro. Harley the comnvinity has

1 useful citizen, the church a faithful

brother, and the family a dear companion
and kind father. His body was laid to rest

beside the remains of his little daughter, in

the Valley View Cemetery July 7, Funeral

services by Bro. J, F, Britton, assisted by the

Brethren, J, E. Blough,
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SMOOK-—At her home in Nora Springs,

Iowa, July 8, 1807, sister Elizabeth Ann Shook,

aged 10 years, 7 months and 4 days. The
deceased was born in Keokuk County, Iowa,

j,ul at an early age her parents moved tc

ncsota, where, in 1894, she was united in

riage with Bro. R. M. Shook, of St. Paul,

3q5 they moved to Nora Springs, where,

lember last, she united with the Brethren

church and lived a faithful and consistent

life. She leaves a husband and a son. At

infant daughter preceded her to the spiri 1

world July 5. The services were conducted

by Bro. J. F. Eikenberry, of Greene, Iowa

rom 1 Pet. I: 24, 25. Nbllir G. Braver,

FIKE.—At Brookside, W. Va., July 5, 189;

;hnstian Ray Fike, son of Bro. Amos am
iisterAnna Fike, aged 4 months and 22 days

Funeral services preached at Maple Sprinj

by Bro. Tobias Fik«

Rac . W|.

HUGHES. — In the Eight Mile church
:

Huntington Co., Ind„ Jone 12, 1897, Sistei

es Hughes, aged 76 years and 11 days
Deceased was born in Orange County, Va.,

e r, 1821. Sept. id, 1848, she was united in

t matrimony to Thomas H. Hughes. To
union were born six children,— thi

I three daughters. Three daujjht.

and her husband preceded hei

spirit land. She leaves two sons. Funeral

services by the writer, from Psa, 35:

J. V. Fe

SKILES.— In Clinton County, Ind., July 8,

1S97. David Skiles, aged 58 yea:

; days. Deceased was born in Augusta
County, Va., Nov. 13, 1838, Funeral

s Old Order church by Daniel Yocher, of

the Old Order Brethren (of which body the

deceased was a prominent member and dea-

rom 2 Tim. 3: 6-8. He married Susan
Metzger Feb. 17, 1861. His wife and six chil-

are left. One daughter preceded htm
to the spirit world. John E. Metzgkr.

ULERY.— In the Eel River church, Kos-
ciusko Co., Ind., July J. 1897, sister Phwbe
(Miller) Ulery, aged 6i years, 11 months and

: days. Deceased was born near Spring
field, Ohio, July 17, 1835. She was roarriec

3 Samuel S. Ulery May 3r, 1857. They be-

nn housekeeping on Father Ulery's farm,

'id, later, moved to the home where they

ived until death separated them. Both he:

onsband and her mother were laid to res

: same day. Jan. 19, 1893, her husband
died, and Jan. 21 her mother died, She

: fully recovered from her loss and has,

sine,-, longed to go to meet them. Hei
was realized July 5, and the end came

suddenly, from a stroke of apoplexy. She
ted with the German Baptist Brethren

irch nearly forty years ago. She leaves a

and daughter. Funeral services by the

ter. Text, 2 Cor. 5: 1,

Samuel Lrckro*

HALL—In the bounds of the Lamotte
gre^ation, at his home near Trimble, III., July

3. 1897, Bro. John Hall, aged 89 years, 7
months and 25 days. Our aged brother passed
peacefully away, leaving a w fe and three chil

dren. Funeial services were conducted by
brethren J. C. Stoner and Jacob Swinger, from

. 116: 15. Asleep in Jesus, oh how sweet!

ARBER— In the Wabash 'church, Ind.

' 8, 1897, sister Sarah Garber [nee Detrick)
d 68 years, 11 months and 23 days. She
married to, Michael Garber Oct. 15, 1S48.

' husband preceded her in death July II,

I To them were born nine sons and six

ghters. Four sons and three daughters
still living. She was a member of the

ihren church for about forty eight ye^rs.

was thrown from a buggy about two
rs ago and severely hurt, and has never

enjoyed good health since. She only took

bed about four hours before she died.

Funeral services by the Brethren.

J. D. Rife.

STUCKEY.—In the New Enterprise con-

ion, Bedford Co., Pa., May 25, 1897, Al-

ughter of Bro. Levi and Sister Rachel
Stuckey, aged 4 years, 9 months and 24 days.
Li «le Alma loved to attend Sunday school,
a"d all the money she got she saved for the
Sunday school, At her death she had a nice
lll"e sum, which was paid into the Sunday
J^ool treasury by her parents. Occasion was
""Proved, by Eld, C. L, Back, from Psa. 30; 5.

H, A, Buck,

REIGHARD.—At Johnstown, Pa., July 9, B.
1897, Sister Anna Liza Reighard, aged
years, 1 month and 16 days. Funeral scrvi<

by Bro. Abram Fyock. E. F. Ci.ark

LANDIS. — In the Mount Hope church,
Okla., T., July 1, 1897, Sister Arelia A. Landij
wile of G. W. Landis, aged 39 years, 6 months
and 2 days. She was a consistent member of
the Brethren church for nineteen years,
leaves a devoted husband and six children.
Two children preceded her to the spirit world.
Funeral services by J. O. Brubaker from Rev.
14: 13. E. L-Bbubak
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ANNOUNCEMENT^

DISTRICT nEETINOS.

LOVE FEASTS.

., Mprluiz Orel

ADVERTISEMENTS*

Do You Want Fine Stock?

Classified Minutes of Annual Meeting.

NpT all the members of our church have

that perfect knowledge of our principles, that

desirable. Others there are who are well

acquainted with the church as it exists, but

uld I <ofh
story, as regards her gradual growth and de-

:lopment. In fact, all who are interested in

the welfare of the church, that is so dear to all

of us, should have access to a complete com-
pilation, such as is found in the "Classified

Vlinutes of Annual Meeting," with the appen-

lix, containing the Minutes up to the year

892. We sell this work at only £1.50 for cloth

binding. Be sure to send for a copy while the

supply is still on hand, Those who have the

old edition of the "Classified Mloates," can

have the "Appendix" In separate bladllR (or

•nly 35 c«iis, A44r»f this effiet.

L. CARTER, Girard, 111., ««

Dry Goods, Shoes, Etc.

Baltimore City Church.

Children at Work—Weekly; well-Ulastrm.
:d; contains the Sunday school lesson, with

explanation, etc., adapted to the understanding
iall children. No better publication can

be found for the little hoys and girls of oar
Sunday schools,

t KlQHTEOUBNKI

Well Pleased with the
Song Book.

For 35 cents wc will send a copy of the above
named honk and a coupon (or same amount,
which will be accepted tor 35 cents on first or-

der of 12 or more books at $3,60 per dozen pre-

paid. Address:

Brethren Publishing House,
Mt. Morris, 111.

The Oospel Messenger.—a large, religions
weekly,—published in the interest of the Breth-

>r German Baptist church and their only
recognized rhurch organ. Price, $1.50 per

James T. Quinlan,

SHIPPING & COMMISSION MERCHANT
305 S. Charles St., Baltimore, Md.

KpfpiptllM

Do You Sing?
If so, have you examined the Brethren Sun-

day School Song Book? It is a well-arranged

and carefully-selected collection 01 songs suita-

ble for the Sunday School, Prayer Meeting or

Social Gathering.

Thousands of them have been sold, and to

introduce the book this offer is made to Sun-
day School Superintendents and Choristers.

Order a copy, either round or shaped notes,

panied with 35 cents, the retail price,

e will send the book and a coupon good
for 35 cents on the first dozen books 1

dered at Hie regular price, $3.60 per dozen p
paid. Address:

Our Publications.

The Young Disciple—An illustrated week-
ly for the young. This Is one of the most In-

teresting Sunday school papers published, and
should be used in all the schools within reach
of our people.

ropioi. ti

Brethren's Family Almanac—Every fam-
ily should have this Almanac; complete In ev-
ery way. Price, per copy, 10 cents; special

s to energetic agents.

Brethren's Quarterly.—Prepared for all ad-
vanced classes. It contains the lesson tens
and a complete explanation of the lesson
throughout. In preparing this quarterly we
keep constantly in view the needs ol the
Brotherhood, and aim to fully adapt it to tbelr

. IK o

Juvenile Quarterly—Prepared especially

for the intermediate classes. This is one of the

Dealest, and best illustrated quarterlies pub-
lished. The pictures are selected with great
care, and every lesson Is illustrated. The little

folks are delighted with It,

,i,.ii „

Sunday School Supplies.—We keep any
thing that is used in Sunday school work,
Write us for prices on goods not adver-

tised here.

Doctrinal Outlines

Is a book of 77 closely-primd pages th.it i

growing in favor wherever it is known. It is

work for ministers, Sunday school workers an

folio*

rical, Doctrinal, Missionary, Secret

Homiletics, Revivals, The Sunday School

The Home.
It is highly prized in Smyrna. {See page 41

of Messenger.) Order soon, as the number
hand is limited. Price, paper cover 11

ts; cloth, 25 cents, prepaid.

Brethren Publishing House,
Mt. Morris, III

The Doctrine of the Brethren Defended.

We are admonished by the apostle to give a

eason to every man of the hope that is in us.

Often we are interrogated upon points of

church doctrine on which we cannot give the

Jesired information, and would be glad to

just where to get it. "The Doctrine of

the Brethren Defended " contains a complete

ition of the Faith and Practice of the

Brethren, the Divinity of the Holy Spirit, Im-

on, Feet-washing, the Lord's Supper, the

Holy Kiss, Non-conformity, Secret Societies,

etc, Price, per copy, cloth binding, $1.25; to

ministers, $i.oo, Address this office for further

particulars concerning terms to ifenls,

Sunday School Reward Cards,—Our stock

of cards is large and presents a variety

in styles and prices so as to please all.

Please send us a trial order and be cob-

1815 Four Designs, verj One gilt edge, Hue

list Embossed Design.', me 1*0, . \\\\ '.Moenti!

Iffll EmbosBed, extra One, Hi., BJ416H, . .JOoohm!
12BT Birds and LaBdioape,aUeBxoK 15 cents,

ISM Birds and Landscape, mieSxBJi,. . . . IB oenii,

ISSfi Flowers and Landaoap'), ilie BKx6«, . U cents.

12SJ Birds and Landsoape, slie SKx6W, . . .ISosdIs.

8J6K Landsoapo and Birds, sUoJxIH,. .SO stall.

Other Helps.—We are prepared to furnish

Bible Dictionaries, Commentaries, Maps, and

Bibles of every description. Always write as

before ordering elsewhere.

When ordering; cards be sare to five sam*

ber and price as well as the sine, 10 that there

any b» so mistake,
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HOMESEEKERS'

EXCURSION
To North Dakota!

Tuesday, July 20th, August 3rd,

August 17th 1897.

The Great Northern Railway

One Fare for the
Hound Trip

From St. Paul and Minneapolis plus S:

tickets good for 21 days from date of sale, and

good for return any time within limit. Th
will enable parlies to visit the Brethren settli

ment in North Dakota lust as harvest begins.

RUCK SILK IV.ITClll'II.UXS"

...Land Department...

Northern Pacific Railway Co

In Central North Dakota

FREE "Government Land, Crop Payment
Land, Railroad Land, at $3 to $5 per

Acre, on Ten Years* Time,
Interest, 6 per cent.

/ill love feast at the Cando

MAX BASS,

FROM DARKNESS

'

NEBRASKA

FIRMS-:
LANDS.

Adryhealthvcli-

a of crops. Thalia
Nebraska offers to

>me seeker. Lands
are oheap now. Send for a pamphlet
il.-scTiliiiii; N-'Vira-ika, mailed free on ap-
plicat inn to P. 8, EnsTjs, General Pas-
senger Agent, 0. B. & Q, R. R,, Chicago.

...MONEY IS SCARCE...

Yet Sunday School Teachers, and others, a

in need of a good Bible for

Practical Use,

...BUT...

A GOOD TEACHER'S BIBLE

Our No. 144, well-bound
:

Self-pronouncing, mar-

ginal reference, Bour-

geois (large) type, divin-

tration, leather bound
and linen lined to the

edge, Oxford Concord-

ance and Helps, with-

make so many book:

cumbersome, gold edge:

nd side title, publishers' price, $4.00, which wi

ill send prepaid lo any express office

Wells, Foster and
...Eddy Counties

umerous Public Schools, Healthy Climal

Good Water, obtainable at from 18 to 30

feet, black-loam Soil with clay Sub-
soil, Railroad Competition,

A Herman Baptist Church at Carrington,

with a Nice Churchhouse
Free of Debt.

O. W. MOTT,
General Emigration Ageut, N. p. R'y Co

ST. PAUL, MINN.
WM. H. PHIPPS,

.FOR $2.05.

The book is no cheap reprint, but has good
paper, clear print, and will render excellent

:rvice for the money.

Address your orders to

Brethren Publishing House,
Mt. Morris, 111.

The above
ing out free to

help the work

A TRIAL OFFER

Breth Publishing House,

Mt. Morris, III.,-

Enclosed find . -•• for „. months.' subscription

to the GOSPEL MESSENGER, to be sent to the following address.

The subscription is to begin with the current number.

Post-Vi/,.,-.

County, .

WRITE PLAINLY.

one side of our trial offer slip which we are sent
Irial subscriptions. Drop us a card if you wish I

The Old Testament as Related to

the New Testament and

Christ in Both.

Teeter's Commentary.

You shou.d, by all means, have the
New Testament Commentary, because

1, It is non-sectarian.

2, It is brief and to the point.

3, No effort is made to evade the senseof 1
single texi, however unpopular.

4, It Is impartial in its explanation of all

texts, whether doctrinal, practical, or historical

6. More actual knowledge may be g.-iinedin

given time of its study, than of others, be-

iuse of its close adherence 10 the text.

7. Its arrangement Is simple, and easily

omprehended, by even the ordinarily educat-

readily. 11 plainly sli.iw

e night before Id- bi-trnyii

WONDERFUL C„r

VIOTOB BHMBSDJ BJS I

IWSend for our prices on printed matter of

any kind. We guarantee satisfaction in price
•' and quality, Write us I

9. Seven helps are usually found on each
page to get at the truth, vis.,

(1) The Authorized (or common) Version of

the New Testament.

(2) The Revised Version of the New Tesia-

{3) The usual marginal references of the Aa-
tfcorized Version following each verse.

{4) The best marginal readings of the At-
thorized Version.

(5) The marginal readings of the Revised
Version,

(6) The explanatory notes on the" text,

(7) The references in the notes, (a) to otbet

notes, directly on the subject or in comparisoa
it; {b) to other texts, directly on the sub-

ject or in comparison with it

It Is a safe book to have in a family ol

children, because (1) it will lead them into [be

truth, and (2) keep them out of religious enoi.

The small price asked for it is as nothing

compared with the great good that may be had
from a diligent study of it by all classes of pet-

ti) It will impress the unconverted W
heed the bidding of Christ, "Come untcroe,' -

(2) It will equip the Christian to "give 3

on of the hope that is in " him. (3) It will

the Sunday school worker in the study oj

his New Testament lesson. (4) It will furniw:

the minister with many subjects among the

=otes, sufficiently expanded for the ground-

work of sermons, directly in line with the sen:*

af ihe place and text.

The work is in two large volumes. Th*
print is excellent *nd the binding the vftiy

best.

Bound'in cloth, pe
Bound in half leat

Bound i

set, Me

On receipt of price the two volumes will

sent prepaid to any part of the United Sta'

Good terms to agents desiring to canvass
the work. Address:

REPORT

ANNUAL MEETING!

The last Animal Meeting being

exceedingly interesting, by reason

of the many important topics dis-

cussed, all our members should

have a copy of the Report. Send

your order to-day ! Price, 25 cts.

per copy, or $2.50 per dozen.

Address this office.
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It is not generally realized how much heating is

now done by electricity. It is said that the shoe-
making industry employs it. Silk-finishing rolls

and leather-working machinery are heated by it.

During the past eighteen months 14000 electric

car heaters have been installed. Blank-book man-
ufacturers, starchmakers, and piano factories use
electric heat. Large clothing houses do their work
in certain departments by electric irons. Such
irons have been supplied to state asylums in Michi-
gan, Indiana. Wisconsin, Illinois, New York, Mas-
sachusetts, Maine, and Maryland. Electric heaters
are found useful in many homes. Two combined
New York hotels ordered three hundred and eigh-
ty-seven electric-heated curling-iron sets. Seventy-
two sets were ordered by a Boston hotel, and a
large number for line steamers crossing the Atlan-
tic. Add to this the running of trains, the running
°r a vast amount of machinery, and the lighting
of more than a thousand towns and cities, and
some idea may be formed of the use of a force, un-
known a few decades ago.

The idol-maker at Ephesus became enraged be-
cause Paul, and others, endeavored to introduce
Christianity in their city, and thus interfere with
wth their craft and the worship of the goddess Di-

In their midst stood the most magnificent
temple of that age, and the whole Grecian world
reverenced Diana. This made a great demand for
lmages. so that Demetrius, the silversmith, and
others, found it to their interest to enter largely in-

d
° the manufacture of shrines, in honor of the god-
ss

" Not wishing to have their business interfered

with, they organized a noisy demonstration that
came as near being a howling success as any heath-
en affair we read of in the New Testament, for all

of them cried out for the space of two hours.
Nothing could quiet them until the city clerk ap-

peared in their midst, and gave them to understand
that the city of Ephesus was governed by laws and
courts, and not by noisy mobs. It is more than
likely that if Paul were to go into Birmingham,
England, and preach against the manufacturing of

heathen gods, he would find an opposition remind-
ing him somewhat of Ephesus. Here, in civilized

England, the land of Bibles and churches, are large

establishments, engaged in making little images for

the heathen to worship. They make them after

any pattern desired, and ship them in large quanti-

ties to Egypt, India, China and Japan, or any where
else that they can find a demand for their goods.
To one of these heathen countries a ship may carry

several boxes of Bibles, and by the side of them an
eq-ial number of boxes filled with little dumb idols.

How is this for consistency! We need a Paul or

two to go to Birmingham and arouse public senti-

ment against Demetrius and his craftsmen.

We visited the Library Of Congress while in the

City of Washington, not long since. It is an im-

mense fireproof structure, built entirely of marble,

iron, and granite, It is regarded as the finest

building in the world, and will hold at least two
millions of books. Into this great library are to be

gathered copies of all the books in the world, and
many of the most important journals. While the

collection will be mainly for Congress, still any
person may have access to any publication on the

shelves. The building is not quite completed, and,

of course, the books are not yet on the shelves, but

when everything is properly arranged, those having

the library in charge will be able to find any book
in the collection inside of a few minutes. So com-
plete is the system for handling the books, that a

member of Congress, while delivering a speech,

though six hundred feet away, may call for a book,

have it delivered to him, make his quotation, and

have ihe book returned to its place inside of a few

minutes. To this library authors and students

go and spend weeks, and even months, collecting

such information as they may desire. Such
giand collection of books will prove an honor to

our nation, as well as a help to the students of ev-

ery class,

It takes an enormous sum of money to meet the

unnecessary expense of this world, and could all

this money be placed where it is most needed, we
would have no poor to feed, to clothe, and to shel-

ter. Starvation would be unknown, and the suffer-

ing for the necessities of life would be unheard of.

The cost of intoxicants and tobacco runs up into

billions, and the world could live and prosper with-

out either of them, This sum is probably nearly

equaled by the cost of the ever-changing and un-

necessary fashions in dress and personal ornamen-

taticn. Add to this the cost of secret societies and

the cost of the great standing armies, military pre-

parations and wars, and we will have represented a

sum of money large enough to keep every human
being on the face of the globe in comfortable cir-

cumstances. And while we are seeking to remove

the evils that are abroad in the political world, it

would doubtless be for the good of humanity could

we get the people interested in removing some of

the evils here referred to. Of this sum for unneces-

sary things, that runs far up into the billions, the

laboring class contribute an astonishing amount,

We refer to what they spend for intoxicants, tobac-
co, fashion, jewelry, and secret orders. Were they
to exercise a little prudence along this line, it is

more than likely that they could save enough of

their earnings to place their families in real enjoya-
ble circumstances. Looking at the subject from
this standpoint, it occurs to us that the hard times
and sufferings, the people talk so much about, re-

sults largely from their own extravagance, and that

at home, and upon our own persons, are the places

to commence the reforms necessary to make bet-

ter times and happy people.

It is stated on the authority of Dr.
J, G. Watt,

secretary of the British and Foreign Bible Society,

that there are now in existence one hundred and
eight entire translations of the Scriptures. By this

is meant that the entire Bible has been translated

into one hundred and eight languages. If to this

be added the partial translations, the total will

reach almost five hundred. Prior to 1859 there

were one hundred and fifty-nine translations; all the

rest have been made since that time. In the course
of a few years, the whole Bible will probably be
rendered in most of Ihe languages of earth, so

that all the people of earth may be able to read the

Word of God in their own mother tongue. We are

living in a grand Bible era, when the Sacred Book
is not only being translated into the different lan-

guages, but more Bibles are- being printed than ev-

er before. It is the one book that does not get

old, and is not going out of date. Instead of the

demand for it falling off, it is steadily on the in-

crease. It seems to us that the Holy Ghost must
be behind so grand a work. The Word is the
" Sword of the Spirit," By it, he proposes to con-

vince the world of sin, of righteousness and judg-

ment, and, for that reason, is having the Book
translated as it is, and is encouraging the printing

of the millions of copies that are coming from the

press. The Spirit knows just how to exert an in-

fluence in this direction that will place the Gospel

within the reach of every creature.

; of men from nearly all parts of the

country are preparing to go to the gold-fields of

Alaska, and many of them are now on their way,

every steamer destined for Alaska being crowded.

It is to be hoped that none of our readers will per-

mit themselves to be carried away with the ex-

citement, especially at this season of the year. It

will require six weeks to reach the Klondike re-

gion, and as winter practically closes operations in

the mines in September, it will be seen that it is

now too late to accomplish anything. Navigation

does not open up until June, so that the place will

be cut off from communication with the rest of

the world for nearly nine months. It is too far

north to raise anything. Food, at best, is scarce

and very costly, and the way men are now rushing

into the fields, with prospects of being winter-

bound until next June, there is a probability of

many of them starving before supplies can be got-

ten to them. Gold is a valuable metal. With plen-

ty of it, one wisely disposed, might accomplish a

great deal of good, but it is not as valuable as life.

While the present excitement may be the means of

bringing much gold into our country, it is not go-

ing to benefit most of those who are risking their

all to get to Alaska. A few may become rich, but

a large per cent will be overtaken with misfortunes,

and not a few of them will find a grave in the bleak

Northwest, in the land of the midnight sun, where

summer practically never comes.
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IN THE SHADOW OF HIS WIM1.
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Two mournful snuls, aggrieved, bereft.

Whose hopes Death's arrow keen had left

All desolate,

Passed, as the orb of day sank low,

With voices hushed and footsteps slow,

Through Headrick's gn,te.

What recked they that tree, shrub and flower

In griceful keeping w'th the hour.

Lent fragrance mild

They paused amidst the peaceful dead

And both knelt prone, the while one said

"Our darling child!

"

Words murmured 'neath the whispering trees,

And scarcely caught upon the breeze,

So faint they wore;

Vet told they in heart-language how,

A father's hope, a mothers joy

Lay buried there.

A vision rose of bygone years,

They gazed upon it through their tears

So fair it seemed;

The crowning promise of love's law,

A solace for life's journey,—ah,

They had but dreamedl

And long the insects chirped and crooned.

And long these chastened souls communed
In solitude,

Then spake the stronger on^, with breast

Subdued and calm: " Love, God knows best,

And he is good.

"Aye, let us leave in his dear band
With loving trust our treasure, and

His peace shall thrill our spirits' core,

When we are borne to pass no more
Through Headrick's gate.

" Lo, many a giave makes many a death

But heaven rest' res that lost rn earth

And one hath said:

' Let not your heart be troubled,'—Aye,
Soon comes the breaking of the day.

Be comforted!"

And dew tike benediction fell

And steeple chimes began to tell

That day waxed late;

And fluting shadows interlaced

As two calmed souls their steps retraced

Through Headrick's gate,

Jf/im/owH, Pa.

ACH5AH.

"Give me a blessing; for thou hast given me a south land;

give me also springs of water. And he gave her the upper
springs, and the nether springs."—Josh. 15: 19,

The City of Debir was a well-fortified city. The
inhabitants were noted for their learning and re-

finement. When the Israelites were making war
upon the heathen nations surrounding them, this

city was one of the last to yield to Caleb's warriors.

Othniel led the charge which resulted in victory

After the destruction of Debir he returned to his

people and claimed his bride, Achsah, the daughter
of Caleb. When taking leave of her father, she
made this final request, "Thou hast given me the
south land; give me also springs of water," and we
are told that he gave her " the upper and the neth-

er springs."

The south land was a dry, sandy desert, sloping
toward Arabia, swept by siroccos and scorched by
the pitiless sun. Our inheritance is like that.

We come into this world and find it a south land.

We toil up the steep, barren mountains, and even-
tide finds us near the top, wearied and disappoint-

ed, looking back over the stony path.

Solomon had a very large portion of south land;

he had wealth, fame, power and love,—the best
that this world affords, but in the end he said,

"Vanity of vanities, all is vanity." He was sigh-

ing for a draught from the upper springs.

How many men there are who think only of the
account-books they keep, the crops they raise,

TTIE1 GrOSrFIEnL, MSSSIEIlSra-EIi.

or the traffic they carry on! So long as they make
heavy bank deposits, so long as the granaries are

filled, and the ships come safely into port, they

find this world of ours, a south land, where singing

birds and tropical flowers are seen, and the breezes

whiperpy and gladness. They know little about

the upper springs, and care less. Long ago, per-

haps, when life was a struggle, they looked to God
for help, and he richly blessed them, but now they

are too busy,—life is too practical. Very often,

at last, they disbelieve their former experience.

What need have they of faith? They live in the

present.

But there are very few who enjoy a life of unin-

terrupted prosperity and happiness, It is the rule

that trouble and sorrow come to all, and then, like

Hagar, men cry out in the desert, until an angel

shows them the upper springs,—the water of life.

We all want to do something that will last. We
would like to leave "footprints on the sands of

time," that no tides could obliterate, and mark each

day with a monument of success, but we cannot

Difficulties and discouragements,—mountain like,

—

loom up before us. We see lions on either side of

the way, and we become afraid, and our splendid

achievements dwindle down to something common-
place, and then we are glad that there is a land,

where we shall be satisfied, " when we awake in his

likeness."

Heaven is our home, and Paul wrote to the Cor-

inthians, that eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,

neither hath it entered into the heart of man, the

things which God hath prepared for them that love

The City of Corinth was famed for its beauty

Situated on an isthmus, the sea breezes blew fresh,

and the waves rolled up to the gates. From the

edge of the city there arose a mountain, the slope

of which was covered with temples and towers, and
statues, one thousand slaves doing service at one

shrine. Statues and works of art adorned every

niche. White marble fountains showered their sil-

ver spray in every vacant square. Paul knew how
beautiful Corinth was, but he tells us that heaven

surpasses all this, and that it hath not entered into

the heart of man, what God has prepared for

those that love him. John saw the twelve gates,

which were twelve pearls. He saw the throng that

had come up out of great tribulation. They
had endured hardness as good soldiers; they were

homeless, as the Savior was,—in perils oft, as Paul

was, but they have passed into the city of God.

Over each of the three doors, opening into the

Cathedral of Milan, is placed an inscription. Over
door amid a wreath of sculptured roses, we

read, "All that which pleases us is but for a mo-
ment." Over another door, around a cross, we
read: "Alt that which troubles us is but for a mo-
ment," But over the central door, the most beau-

tiful of all, we read "That only is important, which
eternal."

Covington, Ohio,

WHAT HURTS.

That rich young ruler, who asked Jesus, "What
shall I do to inherit eternal life?" (Mark 10: 17)

up against a truth-doing answer that grieved

him, indeed,—in fact,—it turned his anxious-doing

tendencies into great sorrow. The answer hurt,

bruised, cut to the quick; for " he was very rich."

This little narrative serves tor a little philoso-

phizing upon present conditions among a vast num-
ber of Christian professors, whose honesty I am
not at all disposed to question; but one cannot fail

ce the sorrow brought to the heart when an
honest soul is met with the advanced teaching of

obedience in " the-all-things" of Jesus.

That young man could endure "a moral lec-

ture; " he could enjoy a literary discourse; he could

>rse abstract, evangelical truth, but his powers
were inadequate to enter active truth.

Identical conditions prevail now. Vast num-
bers can endure a lecture on morals; they can sit

July 3i, 1897,

wi'h joy under a literary lecture; they can, at leas ,

one day in each wrek, receive, teach, advocate and
enjoy abstract, evangelical truth, but when aciiVe
truth comes up for recognition they "go away very
sorrowfully," for they have great possessions as .

sociationally, professionally, educationally,— patl
ncrships that, to give up, would produce fearful

tri-

als, oppositions and 'reproaches."

It is not the miracles of Jesus, not the parables
of our Master, not his dissertations on abstract
truths that so much cut and bruise and mangle the

old man; but the commandments of Jesus, which re-

quire not only an inward submissiveness, but an
outward, practical demonstration that "the world
might believe " that Jesus is the Christ of God.
Our heralders of the Gospel, in a wise way

o'.'ght to show their hearers the difference between
abstract and active truths or Christianity theoret-

ically, and Christianity ofplied,

Inglewood, Cat.

QUERY ANSWERED.

J. ROSENBERGER.

I am asked by a sister to explain Matt. 5: 23, 24,

The text referred to reads thus: "Therefore if

thou bring thy gi't to the. altar, and there remem-
berest that thy brother hath ought against thee;

leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way;

first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come
and offer thy gift."

1. The text, with its sequel and what follows,

teaches the doctrine of love and union. " Let

nothing be done through strife or vain glory," is

very universally taught both by parable and plain

lessons.

2. To worship is to offer a gift, let it be an ordi-

nary occasion of worship, or at the Communion ta-

ble. It represents us as being in union with God
and our Lord Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit,

We cannot be in union wi'h these and at variance

with our brother or sister. "If we love not our

brother whom we see, how can we love God whom
we cannot see?" Hence it is most apparent that,—

"if we come to offer our gift," to exercise even in

the ordinary means of grace,—and remember that

we have wronged some one in word or deed, and

know them to be grieved,— before we can "present

our bodies a living sacrifice acceptable to God," a

reconciliation must be effected.

3. That familiar passage, in Matt. 18: 15, makes it

the duty of the grieved to come to us, but if he

fails, this text makes it the duty of the aggrieved

party to go, for a reconciliation is absolute.

4. But, remember, that, as parents, guardians,

deacons, ministers and elders, duty calls us to do

and say many things with which some are not

pleased, and by which they are sometimes hurt or

grieved. Paul writes on this point thus: "Where
is then the blessedness ye spake of? . . . If it had

been possible, ye would have plucked out your

own eyes, and have given them to me. Am I

therefore become your enemy, because I tell you

the truth?" Gal. 4: 15, 16. These are complain-

ers who displeased God in Num. 15, while Jude

calls them " murmurers," " walking after their own

lusts; and their mouth speaketh great swelling

words, having men's persons in admiration because

of advantage." To all I say, "So do ye as they

that shall be judged by the law of liberty."

Covington, Ohio.

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC IN THE WORSHIP.

BV J. W. McGAKVEY.

All improper restrictions having been removed,

I now proceed to state my views on this subject.

In my youth I was a member of a choir in a sec-

tarian church, and sat beside a bass viol, the least

thought of impropriety in the use of the latter not

having entered my mind. After I became a mem-

ber of the church and began to preach, I made the

subject a careful study and I ascertained the follow-

ing facts, which I enumerate without regard to the

order in which I learned them:
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1. That the use of instrumental music in the wor-

ship under Christ originated in the Roman Catholic

Church. I know of nothing good that has thus

originated.

2. That none of the Protestant churches, except

those which came out of Romanism and brought

this practice with them, tolerated it until the pres-

ent century, having rejected it in their earlier and

purer days.

3. That it was not tolerated among the Disciples

until after the year 1869. The first organ used

among us was introduced in the Olive Street

Church, St. Louis, at the cost of a division in the

church; but its disuse was ordered by the decision

of a committee of arbitration composed of Isaac

Errett, Robert Graham, Alexander Procter and J.

K. Rogers.

4. That in the Greek Catholic Church r which is

older than the Roman Catholic, and has ever op-

posed many of the innovations of the latter, it has

never been employed to the present day.

5. That in the churches established by the apos-

tles and their successors it was unknown, and con-

tinued to be unknown for more than six hundred

years.

6. That its absence from the apostolic churches,

established as they were by men who had been ac-

customed to its use in Jewish worship, and com-

posed as they were of members, both Jews and

Gentiles, who had been accustomed to its use in

their former modes of worship, implies a deliberate

rejection of it by the Holy Spirit, as being among

the things of the old covenant that were to pass

7. That, as the acts of public worship are matters

of divine prescription, the introduction of an u

thorized element among them is will- worship, which

is condemned by the Holy Spirit.

With these facts before me, I was forced to tht

conclusion that the practice is a sinful innovation

upon the divinely-appointed order of Christian '

ship; and my final conclusion was, that if it should

be introduced into the church where I held

membership, against earnest protest, I would

move my membership, if practicable, to anoi

congregation where I could worship without

presence; but that, if this were impracticable

would not abandon the worship of the Lord beca

one item in the service was perverted.

During the controversy on this subject among
which originated about thirty years ago, and during

that among the Presbyterians, the Methodists, and

the Baptists, which existed previously, every argu

ment that ingenuity could invent was made to ob-

scure these facts, or to break their force. I havi

studied all these arguments with care, and with the

candor which I could command, without being

vinced by them; I am therefore of the same opinion

still. I did my best, by writing and speaking, for

about fifteen years, to check the progress of the in

novation among us; but when all the paper:

through whose columns I could hope to reach those

who were engaged in it were closed against the fur

thcr discussion of the subject, and when the mind:

of those whom I might have hoped to convince

were equally closed, I desisted because I did not

wish to spend my time whistling against the w

especially as I no longer had a whistle to whistle

with. I leave the future of the practice to thi

providence of God, believing that there will yet

come a reaction against it, and knowing that, when
primitive Christianity shall be fully and triumphant
ly restored among men, this practice will havt

passed away with all the other human devices that

have encumbered the church.

—

Christian Evangelist.

THE ABUSE OF THE PROOF-TEXT.

The Bible is almost universally accepted as ulti-

mate authority. An appeal to Scripture is usually

sufficient to silence an opponent, whatever the sub'

ject under discussion. The shrewd lawyer knows
how to use the Sacred Word with telling effect on
the minds of the jury,

Such a powerful weapon should be used wit

great care. An ax is a very 1 seful tool, but I hav
no right to use it to murder nly neighbor or to d
stroy his house, just because I cculd make it serv

such a purpose. Axes are not intended for such
uses. The testimony of Scripture is a powerful and
legitimate means of establishing truth and demol-
ishing the strongholds of error, but I have no right

to use a text in a different sense from what the

author intended, just because the words could be
made to bear such a construction. It is not enough
to know what a given passage may be made to

mean; we should seek to discover what the author
intended it to mean.

In our last Sunday school lesson we had the

words, *' But to him that esteemeth anything to be
unclean, to him it is unclean." What a manifest

perversion of the truth and how far from Paul's

meaning it would be, to take that statement in an
absolute, unqualified sense! But what an obvious,

practical lesson it teaches, when considered in rela-

tion to the subject under discussion. It is no sin to

split rails, notwithstanding the Bible says plainly,

"What therefore God hath joined together, let not

1 put i nder.

Who has not often seen

ture almost or even quite a

in the last sentence? H<
torn from the connection

without

pplications of Scrip-

d as that suggested

iften is a Bible text

which it stands, and

y regard to the circumstances to which it

was meant to apply, made to do service in support

of a proposition entirely foreign to the thought of

its author! We can be charitable enough to believe

that few persons could be guilty of doing such a

thing purposely, but it is very unfortunate that it

should be done at all.

One great temptation to this practice lies in an

overzealous desire to support a position with a

great deal of testimony. Here is a man, let us say,

who feels called upon to defend some cardinal

Christian doctrine. He becomes very enthusiastic

over it, and, for the time being, seems to think that

the whole Bible was written expressly to demon

stratc the truth of his position. Accordingly h

proceeds to mass an imposing array of Biblical

texts, the majority of which have little or no rea

relation to the subject in hand. The result is, o

course, that his cause, instead of being mad

stronger, is weakened. He forgets that one clear

Scripture teaching, really bearing on the point at

issue, is enough; that one argument which will bear

the closest possible scrutiny, is better than ten rea

sons, half of which have nothing in them.

Consider some of the evil results of an impropet

use of proof texts:

1. The.teachings of God's Holy Word are misrep

resented.

2. Unscriptural doctrines

have a Scriptural basis.

3. Positions really tenabl

addition of irrelevant testimony.

4. Reproach is brought upon the cause of Truth,

in the eyes of fair-minded people, and the progress

of the Truth hindered.

Is it not a very solemn thing to wield " Th

Sword of the Spirit?" Let no one dare to handl

it recklessly! " The devil can cite Scripture for hi

NEW THINGS.

nade to appear to

weakened by th

" Behold new things do I declare."—Isa. 42: 9-

We sometimes get tired of our old things and

long for something new, and we often make a
: "

take in casting off the old for the new. If our

things are completely worn out, so they can be of

no further use to us, we may, in most cases

well discard them and get new (if we can), but

sometimes we discard old friends for new ones,

are thereby the losers. We may tire of our old

occupation and seek something, to us, new, and

fail entirely. We may become tired of our

songs, services, sermons and even our old preachers,

d want to exchange them for new ones, or we
may become tired of our old home, or our old asso-

ations, and want to change them. In either case,

e may be the gainer or loser. We might get
tired of the Old Bible that tells of the old story

of the cross, and want to exchange it for some-
thing new, and in that case we would certainly be
the losers.

But there are cases in which, I think, we can af-

ford to exchange the old for the new, because we
may be benefited by the change. There are cases,

ilso, where we may accept the new and retain the

>ld.

Solomon has said, "There is no new thing un-

ler the sun." I shall not dispute that, for Solo-

non lived in a different age from ours. It is so

long ago, since Solomon wrote that declaration,

that I am not prepared to argue the question with

but if any one should make that kind of a

statement now, he would have to qualify it some-
what before I could accept it. I do not know that

there is any new principle or force.

I do not know that there is any power that has

not existed from the beginning, but there are new
methods and new ways of applying the things that

have existed from the beginning, and sometimes

we may be benefited, and arc justified in taking

advantage of their use. There were the same
powers in steam and electricity in Solomon's day,

as now, but I do not think men understood the

methods of applying them as this generation does.

The same principles of mathematics, and all other

sciences, existed then, but it is a question wheth-

er that generation understood them as they are

understood now. If Solomon could have placed

his ear to a modern telephone, or phonograph,

or paid his nickel for a six-mile ride on an elec-

tric car, or taken a Pullman palace car from New
York to San Francisco, he would doubtless have

thought the application of these powers new.

Principles and powers existed eternally, but men
knew not how best to apply them. Christianity is

as old as eternity, but it has not been applicable

to our race two thousand years So I conclude

Solomon referred to principles and powers, when

he wrote that there is no new thing under the

We want to get everything out of our under-

takings, there may be in them; therefore we use

the best methods at our command. No one would

want to go back one hundred years to the old meth-

ods of education; that would be going the wrong

way. It would be almost useless to persuade an

energetic, wide-awake farmer that his best interests

in farming demand him to go back to the old way

of fifty years ago.

The same is true in mechanics. In these times

of sharp competition, the manufacturer would be

very slow to go back to hand manufacturing, and it

would be the same in nearly every line of business.

Then, if the age in which we live, demands that we

take advantage of everything new, that will aid us

in the struggle for existence, is there any good

reason, why we should refuse to take advantage of

anything that may be a help to the cause of Chris-

tianity, that we have undertaken to hold up, be-

cause they may seem new to us?

The claim that "Christ gave us in his Gospel

all that is necessary to carry on his work," is no

argument against the use of any and all legitimate

means to further his cause. Christ himself did not

leave us the Written Word, nor dictate how, when,

or where it should be written, or in what language

or what material should be used. Christ did not

authorize the holding of one Annual Council. He
left these things to the discretion of his apostles,

guided by the Holy Spirit.

It is true the apostles were successful in their

mission without some of the things some people

are pleased to call "new" inventions of man, and

it is doubtful if the apostles and early Chris-

tians had a churchhouse of their own. Our first

Brethren did not have Hymnals with songs set to

music, nor did farmers of one hundred years ago

have self-binders and riding-plows, but the world

does move, and to-day Christian people generally
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recognize the expediency, if not the absolute ne-

cessity, of Sunday schools, prayer meetings, Bible

classes, aid societies, sewing circles, young peoples'

meetings, Sunday school meetings, ministerial meet-

ings, Bib'e schools, home and foreign missions,

orphans' homes, old peoples' homes, etc.

Who is going to say that any or all of these may
not be used to the benefit of the church and the

glory of God? Some of these things are com-

paratively new to most of our people, and on that

ground some reject, or refuse to support them,

Some seem to prefer to have all our religious

services conducted as ihey were a hundred years

ago. They would have the same songs sung to the

same tunes, the same sermons delivered in the

same off hand way. Supposing a minister should

come with a carefully prepared sermon, that has,

perhaps, cost him many hours of thought and re-

search, and deliver it in the most impressive man
ner at his command. As, at ihe close of the ser-

vices, he goes to the front of the house, that h(

may meet and greet his entire audience, he i

looked upon by a few as an innovator, with new
.fangled ways, and, in place of encouragements, hi

receives discouragement in the cold, formal greet

ings of some of the members, who should be the

first to hold him up. Then, likely, we hear that

the church is drifting, or is losing its characteristics

that made it a peculiar people.

The church may be drifting toward the world,

but these things that seem new ti some, are no sign

of drifting. It would have been the easiest and

most natural thing 10 have gone on in the same old

channel of fifty or a hundred years ago, singing the

same old songs, to the same old tunes, and preach-

ing the same old sermons over and over, without

study or preparation. That wou'd have been the

easiest way, but it has taken many a hard pull to

get us up to where we now are. It has cost many
a hard-fought battle; it has cost the rending of

ties, and who can call it drifting? The way to drift

is to lay down the oars, cut loose from the anchor,

and give up the vessel to the current (infidelity).

We might "pull " down stream, but we never can

"drift "up.

North Liberty, Ini.

TO THE ANXIOUS.

NOAH BCKE

|The following, intended for a troubled mind, may be of

profit to others, and for that reason it is published.—Ed.]

Yours of June 11 is indeed a peculiar letter.

You close by saying, " Please forgive me if my let-

ter troubles you." It does no* trouble me, but it

makes me anxious to comply with your request.

1 You refer to a sin that you committed when a

young girl, and that you were too proud and afraid

to confess it till too late. Does God's Word say
so? Never, no, never. Dear sister, let me kindly
tell you that you are surely laboring under an error

that makes your life a burden to you. You make
your feelings the criterion, where you must make
God's Word the criterion. You desi'e a "gwd con-

science." Then always let God's Word prevail, re-

gardless of your feelings and dictates of the flesh-

Then, and only then, will you be safe. Here is

God's Word: " If we confess our sins, he is faithful

and just to forgive us ow sins, and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness." 1 John 1: 9

Now, dear sister, please let flesh and feelings go,
and accept this as true, and that moment you will

have a " good conscience, void of offense."

"If we confess!" But, you say, "It was too
late." I say, No, it is not too late. Can you be-
lieve that David was a man after God's o»n heart?
The Btble says so. David coveted Uriah's wife.

He then committed adultery with her, and after-

wards tried to hide his crime through deception.
Failing in this he had Uriah put to death.

Dear sister, you should not believe that your
case is as hopeless as David's was. And yet, the
moment he saw his sins he said, "/ have sinned."
For a more full confession and prayer for remission
see Psalm 51. Now read Psalm 32, which treats of

onsisteth ssion of

to the

"(1) Blesse

(2) Confessi

science (3) God's promises bring joy."

Now remember, some of David's crimes were, ( 1

)

covetousness; (2) adultery; (3) deception; (<s)

murder, Do you doubt of David's pardon? Read
again Psalm 32: 5. You may say, it was too late

for David to repent, for Uriah was dead. But God
and his promises were yet living. You may say, if

I had the same evidence that my sins were par-

doned, that David had, then, like David, I, too,

would rejoice. You have the same evidence.

God's Word is your evidence. God's Word was
David's evidence. "The Lord also hath put away
thy sin." 2 Sam. 12: 13.

How about the Jews that had Christ crucified?

How about Saul that had the saints put to death?

No doubt DavH, the Jews and Paul often remem-
bered their great crimes, and severely condemned
themselves for having committed them. But they

knew that all were forgiven, because God had given

his word. Do you want more, sister? You will

not receive more as long as you are guided by the

Spirit of Truth, for it is the office of the Spirit to

guide into all truth.

2. You say, " I feel as if the Holy Spirit had left

me." The whole of your letter makes it plain that

the Holy Spirit has not left you. Why so anxious

to be saved? Why so anxious to have a clean con

science? Why so anxious to trust in Jesus calmly?

Why so anxious to go on to perfection? Why so

anxious to die in peace? Because the Holy Spirit

is guiding you. You, no doubt, have a thorn in the

flesh. I will not say that you should not pray

again and again for the removal of it. ' Not my
will, but thine be done," meets us all in our ex
perience. Christ prayed for the removal of his

cup. The cup was not removed, but Christ was
strengthened. Paul prayed for the removal of

his thorn. The thorn was not removed, but God
gave his grace. So it may be with you, sister, but

cast not away your confidence.

3. But you say, " I fear to die " What if you do?

Can you not trust that God will give dying grace

when he sees that it is necessary? Let me illus-

trate. Many saints were burned at the stake, on
the funeral pile. Most of them rejoiced when
placed on the funeral pile. But this was not the

case with all. Here is the language of a brother:
" I can not burn. I can not burn." God had seen

it best to not yet give him dying grace. But when
God's time came he — the brother— exclaimed,

"Now I can burn; now I can burn." This may
be your experience, sister. The manner and time

of giving belongs to God. Should he sometimes
delay, so much more it will be necessary for us

to trust. He is no respecter of persons. Has he
omised, and will he not do it?

Judging from your letter, dear sister, here is

here you make your mistake We all must learn

that the manner and time of giving belong to

God If we have n^t the same measure of grace,

here and there, that others have, we must not

lude that we are rejected, and others ac-

cepted. If wc do, we may become despondent.

4. Further you say, " I do fear that I may
have committed the unpardonable sin." I say,

most emphatically, that ycu did not. The unpar-

donable sin is the blasphemy against the Holy
Ghost. To blaspheme is to revile; to speak im-

piously and reproachfully of the Holy Ghost. It

takes a heart filled with mal ce to do all this. To
:ribe to Satan the works of the Holy Spirit is

ly done by hearts filled with extreme hatred

toward the Holy Spirit. Such " crucify to them
s the Son of God afresh, and put him to an
shame." They do this in heart and word.

They say that Christ was worthy to be crucified.

Such will tread under foot the Son of God, and
count the blood of the covenant, wherewith they

were sanctified, an unholy thing, and do despite

unto the Spirit of grace. Heb. 6: 6; 10: 29, Com-
pare this with Mark 3: 22-30. " Because they

id, He hath an unclean spirit,"

Dear sister, after you read all this, I feel sure

that Satan cannot make you believe that you have

committed the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost,
Those who have committed that sin will have no
anxiety to be saved. They will mock at sacred

things.

The question was once asked, "Who, then, can
be saved?" The Bible answer is, "Whosoever

In conclusion, I quote the following from your
letter: "When I pray I tell Jesus that I gave all

myself away; this is all I can do; and do thou,

Jesus, work for me as thou knowest best." He
will. Your greatest anxiety for heaven, and all

good, makes me feel assured that you will, in the

end, realize all good.

HartvWe, Ohio.

VACATION TALKS TO SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHEPS
AND PREACHERS.

No. 3>— Soul-Winning.

It has been stated that, to bring to our aid the

divine power of unction, teaching and preaching

must be ivangeiical, interesting, instructive and effi-

cient. The first three of these were explained in

Talk No, 2. We now look at the last one.

By ffficioit teaching we mean teaching that is

powerful for good. Several feelings or impu'ses

:ncy as elements. The
stness and sympathy.

behalf of the spiritual

learner. The
of souls, with

of the soul enter into effic

two most prominent are eai

Earnestness in teaching

ing out from the teacher,
1

safety and welfare of th<

teacher seeks the salvation of

id ardor almost equivalent to a passion. He has

feeling going out for souls, like some men have
for money.

With such a teacher a class knows what to ex-

pect. They do not look for " flowers of rhetoric "

or the manipulation of any special forms of drill,

but for fruit from the " tree of life," — for the

touch of eternal truth in all its shining light, to

guide wandering souls to a place of safety. The
feeling of concern for his unsaved pupil cannot be

exercised long, by the earnest teacher, until it will

be felt by the pupil. Coupled with evangelical

teaching, it will soon awaken a silent process of

thought in the mind of the attentive pupil, and,

warmed by a concern for the pupil's safety, the

teacher's soul touches the soul of the pupil, caus

ing it to rise to a similar experience, and the pupil

becomes concerned about himtelf, and he says:
" My teacher surely is concerned about my sal-

vation, and shall / continue unconcerned? Is my
eternal happiness so much to him and Shall it be

nothing to me? He is evidently intent on saving

my soul. He is intensely concerned for I can al-

most feel, as it were, the grasp of his hand laying

hold of my arm, as if he would pluck me out of

the fire."

Such is the intended result of an evangelical

presentation of God's Word, accompanied by a

deep feeling of concern, on the part of the teacher,

and concern on the part of the pupil immediately

causes the soul of the teacher to go out in sym-
pathy, for his concerned pupil.

Now, sympathy is also a feeling. It is a feeling

by which we enter into the concerns of others,

—

a feeling by which we are moved as others are

moved,—a feeling by which we are never suffered

to be indifferent spectators to what those about

us may do or suffer. It is a sort of substitution

by which we are put into the place of another, and

are affected as he is affected. Both sympathy and

concern imply the presence of that loving, Christ-

like disposition, the spirit of which can be pro-

moted only by true vital piety.

To be efficient, the teacher must so exercise

these feelings as to give expression to this lov-

able disposition. It is by the legitimate exercise

of these God-given soul impulses, accompanied

by the innate power of the Word, that souls are

truly won for Christ; and it is the exercise of these,

in proper combination, that brings unction, or soul-

winning power,
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Unction or inspiration may, therefore, be de-

nominated as the joint product of the Holy Spir-

it's influence on the heart of the teacher, plus the

teacher's sanctified efforts on the hearts of those

instructed. Unction is that " fervor and tender-

ness of address " which excites and promotes

piety and devotion. It puts "warmth into the

heart, and light into the soul." It gives power to

win souls.

O, that every teacher and preacher might, on

every occasion, experience the support and guid

ance of this divine aid, which the " master of

assemblies " waits to manifest through his faithful

servants, for the salvation of perishing souls!

Holy Father, I pray for grace to awaken in my
soul a concern and sympathy for the souls of those

under my instruction, lhat will bring unction to

teach, so as to win souls for thee!

MOW TO GROW.

Let nd tho who deChristi

godliness, that ihey may commit the

istake of trying to " grow by wholesale."

A vague desire to be better, stronger, holier, will

come to nothing. Character is built like the walls

of an edifice, by laying one stone upon another.

Lay hold of some single fault and mend it

Put the knife, with God's help, to some ugly be-

setting sin. Stop that one leak that has let so

much into jour ship. Put into practice some long-

neglected duty. The first step to improvement
with one person was to banish his decanters; with

another, to discontinue his secular paper on Sun-

day morning; with another, to ask the pardon of

an injured friend; with another, to go after some
street Arabs and take them to a mission school.

He can never be rich toward God who despises a

pennyworth of true piety. Holiness is just the liv-

ing to the Lord in the least things as well as the

greatest; for graces can only be gathered one by
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LESSON LIQHT-FLASHES.

Lesson for August S.

To interpret a letter, we must first become fa-

miliar with thoughts contained in it. and so, to

teach a lesson, we must first learn and understand

the lesson, It is an easy matter to give a thing

if we have it, and have it in a shape that we can

get at it, and lay our hand on it, in the order that

we should give it out. For this lesson wc have a

snail portion of Paul's letter to the Thesialonians,

The first thought is: 'What do we want to teach

from it? Ev dently, the lessons it contains. If

not, we have no use for this special Scripture for

this special lesson. In former lessons we have

been looking into missionary work, which means
teaching the Gospel in places where it has not

been known. The purpose of this teaching is, to

call attention to the blessings of the Gospel, to

call sinners from the ranks of sin, into the army of

the Lord Jesus Christ. The object of the Gospel

is, to make men and women good, and thus pre-

pare them to live in and enjoy the kingdom of

Christ.

The church here, is a place of preparation, so

that the mere fact of getting the people into the

church would not meet the object, no more than

enlisting people into the army would make them
good soldiers. Hence, there must be a time for

preparation, as well as for calling. The former

lessons were those of calling. This one is for

preparation. It te'ls what men and wonen,—boys
and girls,— are to do after they have been called.

These people had been called, and they evi-

dently had some of the characteristics of the

called. They had exercised brotherly love, which
's surely a good beginning-. This is a thing that

Paul felt needed no teaching from him. for of this
they had been taught of God. This is a part of
the plan of the new relation. They are born into
the family of God, which makes them brothers
and sisters, which, normally, means oneness,—love,
Christ, our elder brother, is the embodiment of
love, As we are born into his family, we are to
become like him, and, in order to emphasize this

thought, the apostle says: " But we beseech you,
brethren, that ye increase more and more." This
increase is to be in love towards each other.

The next thought is in reference to their general
and eveiy-day life and deportment. We may pos-
sess and exercise in the element of love, and yet
behave ourselves very foolishly, and do very silly

and indiscreet things. In this he gives instruc-

tions.

The first one is, " Study to be quiet." This does
not mean that we are to hold our tongues by keep-
ing our mou'hs closed, because much good can be
done in speaking seasonable words. But Chris-

tianity is a process of preparation, governed by
the rules of common sense. In the noise we make
there are to be lessons of instruction and wisdom.
Noise is a sound, or series of sounds, without mean-
ing, and words indi>creetly uttered. Of noisy

people it is often said, " They act silly," and the
fool is "known for his much speaking."

The tattler and the ta'e bearer,—those who gos-

sip,—go around and say things that stir up trouble

in the neighborhood and among friends. In this

sense the Christian man, woman, boy and girl, is

to keep quiet. Be discreet, and study not to say

wrong words.

These Eistern people were wonderfully addicted

to talking. They did not read as we do, neither

did they have the weekly and daily papers to

occupy their time in reading. Because of this, a

goodly part of their time was spent in public

places to talk, — entertain and be entertained,

Their rule was, and is yet, to devote much time

to talking, and little time to work. Hence, to be

quiet and thoughtful was excellent advice for

them, and is quite as good for us.

Another mistake these new converts fell into,

was to abandon their daily avocations, and commit
their business into the hands of others. They im-

bibed the false notion that religion was a thing or

condition to re felt and enjoyed, rather than a

work to do,—that Christians should be ministered

unto, rather than to minister. We should never

get so full of the Christ thought, that it will lead

us away from the Christ work.

In accepting (he religion of Christ, we are not

to get away from our legitimate callings in life,

but we are to take the Christ spirit into it, and,

in this way, convert our callings from that of the

world to that of Christ. " Do you own business,

and work with your own hands?" In these call-

ings Christ and his Gospel can be as loudly and

effectually preached as in any other way. In

another letter this great apostle says: " Be diligent

in business" "Whatsoever thy hand findeth to

do. do it with thy might." Business and labor

are all right when a lawful portion of the proceeds

are consecrated to the Lord's work.

The lesson is not confined alone to life, but also

to what will be when the scenes of this life are

over. What will our thinking and doing resolve

itself into? Some have "fallen asleep "while in

service, and after service. How will it be with

them and us in case we follow in the same way?

What will this new religion give as an ending?

It was right that such questions should have been

asked, and it was quite as right that they should

be answered.

" About these things," he says, " do not be ig-

norant, neither sorrow as those which have no

hope, because those who fall asleep in Jesus will

God bring with him." Those who are al ve at

his coming shall be caught up with them in the

clouds, to meet the Lord in the air,—and so shall

we ever be with the Lord. These are common
preparations ft r wonderful endings. Shall we

give heed to the instructions given, and enjoy the

great things promised? We should. h. b. a, \

SPECIAL THINQS.

The work in the Sunday school h so compli-
cated, so far-reaching and includes >o many things,

that there are some thiugs which do not come direct-

ly under any one department, yet they all have
so much bearing upon the work, that we think it

well to notice some of them

No one can lay down an order which may be
followed to the letter, nor will every method of

procedure do for every school, But there are
things which come up in every wide awake school,

which perplex the Superintendent and every one
else. In the absence of a better name, we will call

them special things.

If there is any one, in the whole school, who
has his patience, wits and judgment drawn out

almost to the snapping point, it is the Superintend-

ent. If any one ncids his hands held up, and
needs the prayers of God's righteous ones, it is the

Superintendent. Do not estimate him below the

preacher in this respect.

In some places he is so restricted by the church,
that his work is greatly retarded For instance,

he has mapped out for him an " order of t xercises."

This must be followed strictly. If you have ever

boarded at a board ng-house where they have a
fixed bill of fare, you know how tiresome it be-

comes after a little while. Did it ever occur to

you that the spiritual food should be gotten up in

a different way sometimes? It is the same Word,
whether the Superintendent reads the whole lessen,

or whether the Superintendent and school read

alternately, or all together. But it is a different

dish and tastes differently, does it not? The Su-

perintendent surely ought to be allowed as much
liberty, in conducting his school, as the minister

in conducting his service.

How about the young people? Do they come
to your Sunday school? If not, why not? I beg
leave to drift aside from the regular current of

thought, on this matter. I do not think the cause

lies with themselves. I believe it lies in the Sun-

day school. A great mary more times do you
hear them say: " The Sunday school is not interest-

ing to me," than that they arc "too big." It is

not so much that they feel themselves above it,

as because the school is not interesting. Ask
yourself the question, dear Christian people, Why
do I go? Is it not because you feel it a sense of

duty, more than because you are interested? Look
for a remedy!

We have already noticed some of the th'ngs

which will make your school more interesting.

But let mc add here that your young people s

teacher should be adapted to the young people

strictly. Aside from the qualifications of every

other teacher, he should be a friend of young
people, and know just how to reach them,

Young people are often censured for want'ng

to be entertained. Wc I, entertain them, They
have a right to e*pect it. Christ's teaching was

so entertaining that people listened for hours,

followed him for days into the wilderness, with

nothing to eat, to hear him. " Young men " even

rame to him by night, so anxious were they to

listen to him. Teachers of all grades, if your

class wants to hear stories, tell them stories. The

Bible is full of them and you are under obliga-

tions to use them.

There are many places where the fathers and

mothers do not attend Sunday school. It would

be well to look along this same line and see if

there is not a cause for it,

In a great many places the church selects the

whole corps of officers. I have no severe criti-

cism of offer, but I do think it would be well to

allow the Superintendent to make the nominations,

and let the church approve or reject them. The

Superintendent knows best who will make him a

good assistant.

OdtU, Ntbr,
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THE CRUCIFIXION.

soft iCtm
bo patient in bis woe,

And cried [mm out my heart, " Son of God!
How could they bruise thee so!

"

And then I turned and trod sin's pathways dim
Nor dreamed that 1 was crucifying him.

—Charles Hanson Totl

UNDER THE TREES.

Years ago, when we were younger, much young-
er than we are now, we remember, very distinctly,

a walnut tree that stood on the top of the highest

hill on the old homestead farm. Its head was
beautifully rounded with widespreading branches,

so thickly decked with leaves that the shade
formed from the June sun was dark, cooling and in-

viting. We had labored from the early morning
hour up to the "ten o'clock piece" time and were
weary. Underneath the spreading limbs, and in the
tempting shade of this tree we lunched and rested

In the resting, as it often happens, a drowsiness
followed by the sweetest sleep that nature

thinking,—what
not tell. They

be

Leading up to this, we had be

these thoughts were we net

were the thoughts and aspiratior__

budding, opening, blooming and fruiting into the
realities of a hopeful and living being. As time
flitted we slept and dreamed. Sometimes our
dreams are a continuation of our waking. While
the outward ceases, the inward, independent of
environments, goes on, and so it was in this case.

We were still under the tree and for us the world
and life were moving and acting,- and a future was
laid open,—too much to be realized, too good to be

Though we were on the hill-top and our scope of
vision was enlarged by our elevation, yet how nar-
row was it all! The valley of the river, the hills, in

courses about, side-boarded by the mountains be-
yond. Beyond these we see not, know not and
care not. Hemmed in between these mountains
lies our field of life, with scarcely a dream of the
things on the other side.

Life is a process of development. In some cases
our largest visions, sweetest dreai

expectations of young manhood
prove wonderfully disappointing,

larges and our field broadens out
thoughts extravagant because they strike against
and bruise, our mountain sides. Our visions are
larger than our field. We see, while sleeping and
dreaming under the tree. After awhile we will get
out of the shade. Though it is a good place to
lunch, to rest, sleep and dream, we cannot live
there,—we must not linger too long,—or we will tire

of resting; our desire for sleep will pass away
and our dreaming will cease.

Youth is the interesting, the prospective and
ideal period of life. While, in thought, we are dis-

and brightest

id womanhood

We think

says:

feel that

posed to float off in visions and dre;

are seasons of real things, when fate

solid on the ground, away down in the shades of

the valley. As we look at our hilltop dreams, we
say to ourselves: "How can these things be?
What's the use of trying? We cannot do it." Do
not say thatl Do not be too sure of itl Remem-
ber that, while the world is moving, you are grow-
ing, and what seems an impossibility under the

shade tree may prove a grand opportunity out in the

sunshine. While our life has not been a grand suc-

cess as the world would measure it, yet as we sit

here to-day and take the retrospect

some of our fondest dreams have be

realized and the inward

fied."

While we had our dreams an>

shade of the trees, on the hill-tops,

ion was made in the stable, while bridling old Tob,
We said: " I will," and started from that spot and
hour towards our life's work, . . . and we are still

in the same way, though the leaves of the walnut-
tree, since then, have fallen, budded, grown and
fallen,* thirty seven times. "I will" and "stick
to it " gives success to any life, if committed to the

ing of the Divine Hand.

As we sat in the shade of the great Abrahamic
oak of Palestine, hard by the vineyard where grow
the branches of Eshcol grapes that were carried by
Joshua and Caleb to the camp of Israel, and also in

the land of Goshen, we had dreams and visions,—this

time, looking back through the vistas of the past.

As we saw ourself resting, sleeping and dream-
ing in the shade of the walnut-tree on the hill, we
were made to say: " What a wonderful realization!

"

This was a fulfillment intensified,—more than we
dared hope for, and yet here we were seated and
lunching in the shade of the oak that numbered its

years by centuries and thousands, and perhaps grew
from the acorn that fell from the branches of the

real oak under which the Abrahamic family tented,

and where he, too, dreamed and saw visions that

were more than realized in his after-life.

These scenes, in imagination, we saw re enacted
in all their reality, because of our being at the same
place, and being surrounded by the same scenes.

We were also made to see, in retrospect, the flee-

ing Elijah from the wrath of Jezebel, as he sat, slept

aw visions under the juniper tree, and the an-

gry Jonah in the shade of his gourd. It was a

realization of visions und

forget.

To sit under the trees, e

rest, sleep, dream dreams
privilege and may be our pleasure, and th

may be ever so bright, and their fulfillm

ingly beyond our ken, be not discouraged,—if it is

in the way of right. It is wonderful and passing
strange what a determined " I will," a start, and a
continuing therein will do for the boys and girls who
have a mark set before them! Do not depend upon
chance or luck! Make your chances, and luck will

follow! Ever remember that the shade under the
trees on the hill-tops is only for lunch, rest and vis-

ions. Success comes from doing, down in the work-
shops of life. h. B. B.

AT HOME DURING VACATION.-TO COLLEGE
STUDENTS.

BY I. BENNETT TROUT.

The school year is closed. The student is at
home again. The year has been a busy one. The
extra mental development, as the result of .the
year's v/ork, should be a potent influence for good,
and should nowhere be more felt than in the home.
Many friends have anxiously waited for the re-

turn of the student, at the end of the year. One oi
the best tests of character of which I know, is the
conduct of the student during vacation at home
If the student shows, by his conduct, that the ac-
quiring of education during the year has unfitted
him for work in the home, the church and the Sun-
day school, and to associate with his former friends,

he may rest assured that the friends that were anx-

ious about his return, will not form a very favorable
estimate of either himself or his education.
The student that goes home with such dignity as

to stand apart from helping in the duties of the
home, will prove a bitter disappointment to parents
and brothers and sisters. The student that goes
home and occupies a seat in the church several tiers
in the rear of his former place of sitting, and, with
head high uplifted, views the audience askance, will
certainly lose his influence on others and relegate
himself to the corner occupied by useless fixtures.
The student who. in learning, has unlearned how

to wash dishes, make beds, help mother with the
children, or father on the farm, or in the store and
shop, has shown his incapacity, unless reformed, to
ever become of real use anywhere. He shows a
spirit of ingratitude, when he overlooks the sacri-
fice that parents and others have made, that he
might attend school, and when he fails to repay
such sacrifice by being helpful and kind to all.

An education that does not fit us for the daily du-
ties of life, however mean or humble they be, is not
worth finishing, for it is worthless. An education
that keeps continual strife with mother's verbs, ad-
verbs, a.nd adjectives, and complains all week about
some syntactical error the minister made in his Sun-
day sermon, and that would remodel entire the
home, the church and the Sunday school, is, to say
the least, a dangerous system.

The student that returns home to spend vacation
by being useful and helpful to all, and to Gil his

former place with double zeal and wisdom, proves
himself to be traveling the literary highway that
leads to success in the future.

Lanark, III,

A SHININQ EXAMPLE.

trees that

rjjy the ling shade,

1 they

Charity from a bootblack to a blind beggar.
"Have your shoes shined?" sang out a small

boy near the Union station, among the throng of

rural passengers just from the train.

A young man who heard the cry stayed his

steps, hesitating, for he had not much more mon-
ey in his pocket, than he had blacking on his shoes.
But to hesitate, was to fall into the shoeblack's
hands, and the brushes were soon wrestling with
splashes of rural clay.

When the shine was complete the young man
handed the boy a dime, and felt that he had
marked his way into the great city with an act of
charity,—for at heart he did not care how his

boots looked. But as he was pulling himself to-

gether for a new start, he saw the boy who had
cleaned his shoes approach the blind beggar, who
sits behind the railroad fence and drop a dime in

:up.

"What did you do that for?" asked the young

"Yer see," said the boy, "that wuz me tenth
dime ter day, an' me teacher at Sunday school,

she told me I oughter give a tenth of all I makes
ter the Lord, see? An' I guess that ol' blind man
wants a dime more than the Lord, so I give it to

him, see? "—Pittsburg Dispatch.

Ha

nd h

is the man v/ho in the midst of troubles

definite task with which to keep his mind
mds occupied. We can think of nothing

re dreadful than to be compelled to sit still and
lod over a great sorrow. Blessed be God for

ly workl Next to the immediate impact of the

fine Spirit, it is the best antidote against weak-
;s and despair. We do not see how an idle man
1 maintain a Christian temper. The drones in

human hive are at outs with the law of their

ng, and must needs be miserable, as well as use-

s.

—

C. Advocate.

"Ill
Dr. Ne 1 Smyth, of New Ha

/itty

of one of t

pers asked him for ' a

hell,' for its Sunday .

was as follows: 'Hell,

where the Sunday edit

published and circulat

: worst of

right, terse int

reply of Rev.

vhen the rep-

irvicw about

yth's article

is the place

of your paper should be
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General Missionary Tract
...Department...

S^tfiUw, - • Illinois I S. R. Zng. " Pennsylvania

EEdULAB KEETIHGS I

Nine hundred and eighty-one starving

men, women and children, straight from theii

homes, have been fed and clothed at the mis

siun home in Jubbulpoor. Though every pos-

sible effort was used, still one-seventh of the

number admitted, died in the home.

The work at Marash, Turkey, has thrived

under persecution to the death. The Second

church, whose pastor was imprisoned and

tortured, has been thoroughly repaired by

the people. Gifts, in memory of siain friends,

In a few instances only, has the Commit-
e learned of contributions being sent di-

et to the workers in the field, and not to the
Committee, to be appropriated through the
channels appointed by the church in doing
such work. The few instances have not

ned enough importance to attract very
much attention, and yet it is not amiss to call

tion to the fact, that other mission boards

.
scale the same practice that is herein

referred to. From the last report of the
Presbyterian Mission Hoard the following is

taken: "The Assembly strongly urges that
foreign missionary gifts of the people be not

1 to independent agencies, over which
the church has no control, but to our own
Board, which is organized for the express
purpose of administering the foreign mission-
ary gifts of the Presbyterians."

In a few instances where the Committee
has spoken discouragingly of these "Inde-
pendent agencies" the charge has been made
that the Committee was narrow-minded and
did not want to encourage growth. But the
true aim and purpose was widely missed in

such statements. If carefully noted, "Inde-
pendent agencies" immediately present two
aspects not favorable. Running entirely on
their own responsibility, and not carefully
examined in account and disposition of funds,
they leave open a very great temptation not
to make proper disposition of the funds do-
nated. Then, too, added expense is attached
to the work. The Committee has every fa-

cility to perform her work promptly and care-

fully, and at a minimum of expense, as the
past year shows that of every dollar donated,
only one and six-tenths cents were used for

expenses incident to the Committee, and the

other ninety-eight and four-tenths cents was
used in mission work for the church. Surely
no one should complain of this expense.

beei by who,

lonths, would be dependent upon charity

nemselves. All gave, and the building w

lied to overflowing with Armenians, G;

orians, and Protestants, all eagerly listening

i the Gospel, new to so many of them. The
wo other churches are greatly blessed.

—

II-

':nt>n/.-i/ Christian World.

Vhile members at home i

i thi r Ih.i

n field," the burning question with every

iker on the field is, " What method shall I

- lo prepare native help to evangelize this

ilhen land?" It is apparent to every one

o has studied the various mission fields,

it native help must be the instrument

r>ii-h which the people of any uuchrisiian

id must be brought to Christ.

What, then, should be the attitude of

the church in missions? Surely not to send

•t large number of missionaries into the field,

with a view of covering the ground with for-

eign workers. Yet, workers must be sent in

sufficient numbers to "establish the faith"

of the Lord Jesus Christ, and throw around
it a well-guarded" influence in the stage of

development that will make it Christ-like

throughout.

Further, the duty of the church at
home is to foster the mission church with

financial help until she is able to care for

herself. As in the days of Christ, so to-day,

the poor receive the Gospel more readily than
'he rich, and this puts off the question of self-

support longer than it otherwise would. As
the child, physically, needs the parents' help
'or a number of years after birth, to develop
the proper manhood or womanhood, so the

spiritual children of the church, the " little

ones," or organizations on the mission field,

should not be despised or neglected, but
should receive the mother church's fostering
care many years.

While the above Is true on the one side,
it should ever be the constant effort of the
missionary to develop a self-supporting mis-
sion organization as soon as possible. Such
a course makes the mission church feel the

P r'iat of responsibility, and this will develop
51rcngth and interest in the maintenance of
the faith and also in introducing the faith to
others. The ideal mission church is a self-

supporting, se-lf-expanding and self-propa-
gating body of Christ.

But a more important phase presents

itself in these independent agencies referred

to above. They are, in themselves, the open-
ing wedge to split up and rupture the Fra-

ternity into factions. Nothing else can follow.
" 1 am for this agency," says one. " I am for

ihe other agency," says another, and so, while

the Fraternity may be one in name, she is

many in sentiment and there is no real bond
of union. And what is more deplorable than

such a state of things! What can neutralize

the good that can, and may be done, if the

body remains undivided in this one great and
important work of the church? The Mo-
ravian church considers herself one great

missionary society, her Mission Board the

appointed agents for the society in the par-

ticular work of missions, and all the Fra-

ternity are a unit in supporting the work of

her Mission Board. Grand are the results!

Such may be the results of the brethren

if they remain one undivided body for the

missions of the church. But how easy it is,

in the awakening, on this work in the church,

for some to become nervous and excited and

try to hurry the work along faster than the

body is ready to move, and thus establish

" independent agencies," resulting as above.

The body, to live, must be undivided. The
one great purpose of the church is the evan-

gelization of the world, and in this one great

purpose let the church ever be a unit in

method and effort, to carry out the will of

the Master.

Dr. John H. Barrows, after his three

months in India, visiting the great cities

from the Himalayas to Cape Cormorin, in

his farewell words, on leaving the country,

said: "The objects most worth seeing in

India, to my thinking, are neither the Him-

alayas, nor the Taj .Mahal, the Tomb of Akbar,

nor the Temple of Madura, but the varied

triumphs of missionary effort. What a pro-

digious amount of toil has gone into the

Christian vernacular literatures, and what

splendid triumphs of faith have enriched the

church universal] I have heard much less

of the discouragements of missions than I

pected. I know how hard-worked and, in

2 truest sense, self-sacrificing are the Chris-

n missionaries. I know their temptations

d sore trials. But I have not heard a sin-

gle word of doubt, with regard to the ulti-

mate evangelization of India, Those who

have been here longest have seen the most

wonderful changes."—Missionary flerajd.*

The expenditures of the Presbyterian' of all the people of Ind
Mission Board for the sixtieth year of its

S936.06t.7t of which S4Q.540.56 were
used for administrative expenses. Of the

§167,372.66 were expended in

the India field.

flag

In Eastern Africa, the no

;en in the custon of hoisti:

with a red cross thereon, on Saturday!

fy that the morrow was Sunday, and that

the people should prepare for the same.
Through this means the natives have come to

call the Lord's Day " flag day."

The material progress of the world in

this century of the Christian era is unparal-

leled in all history. Everything is ready for

speedy conquest. Why is it, then, that, with
mighty energy, the church does not move for-

ward to victory? What is it, then, that hin-

ders an immediate and rapid advance along
the whole line? The question is easily an-

swered. Christ's army is halting because ol

a lack of supplies. The money is not at hand.

The demand is far in advance of the supply.

—

W. D. Sexton.

" The activity of the Arya Somaj and oth

er forces, hostile to Christianity, shows that lh<

irrepressible conflict between true and falsi

philosophy, and between the ancient faiths

and the truth of the Gospel, is on. It mus
be fought with great precision, and th

church must gird herself to meet men o

trained intellect, as well as to reach the out

lying millions who are sunk in the deepest

superstition." Such are the closing words
on missions in India, taken from the Sixtieth

Annual Report of the Board of Foreign

Missions, of the Presbyterian church. They
have been in the field long enough ti

clearly that not only must Christianity lift

up the poor and degraded, but meel

intellectual strength of heathendom. And
when the heathen philosophers quote fn

a history more ancient than Christian)

and press their argument with a shrewdn
equal to the best talent of enlighlenme

one is deeply impressed with the greatness

of the task in India, . and that the church
should send her best thinkers and best-qual-

ified workers there. But this great work
should in no way discourage. While the

enemy presents a formidable appearance,

the stone which started long ago in the moun-
tain, is rolling on, gathering as it goes, and

stall continue until it fills the whole earth.

It is ours to work with our might. It is God's

to bless .is \\\-i infinite ivisrluin deems best.

THE SIGNED TRACT.

One night, at the close of one of Mr.
Moody's meetings, in the Standard Theatre,

Chicago, a tract was handed to a man, en-

titled, "Where will you Spend Eternity?"

It had a blank place at the last to sign. The
man put it in his pocket, and that night, before

retiring, he looked at it and said, " If I signed

that tonight it would mean hell for me;" so

he put it in his bureau drawer. He was
often reminded of signing that tract when he

would go to the drawer for anything.

At last, one Sunday morning, he took out

the tract and said, " I will sign it." He signed

it
— "Heaven," for he had taken the Lord
,Chn

It was through that little tract, given

the close of the meeting, that he was m
think of eternity, and so was brought tc

— for through him we must gain the er

to the best place to spend eternity.—^//,

Messenger.

Till': charts, issued by the Government, show

at the famine regions in India are identical

ith those of the production of the poppy.

is more advantageous, at first sight, to raise

iium than millet, rice or wheat. The opium

rritory is farmed out to the people, and

the Government gives a fixed price for the

product, and exports it to China and the rest

of the world. The alternative is either

opium, which is slow death, or starvation,

which is immediate death. Let the culture

of opium stop from Lahore down to Cape

Comorin, and the occasion for famine will

stop in a single year. Nature, if she be per-

mitted to Ua,ve het owe. way» would take care

if this de-

that the tim

ture of the

line will only teach England
has at last come, when the cul-

poppy must give way to the

hnt, in the end, there is more
al gain to the people and the national

:asury by stopping the trade in opium, it

11 be a moral triumph beyond all calcula-

in.—Bombay (India) Guardian.
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We call special attention to the article, in this is-

sue, on " Instrumental Music in the Worship," by J.

W. McGarvey. It deserves a careful reading. Eld,

McGarvey is, at this time, one of the best-read Bi-

ble students in the Disciple church.

e ItnibJy written w

Mount Morris, III., July 31, 1897.

Bro. Lemuel Hillery is preparing to move to

Goshen, Ind.

The Brethren at Fruitdale, Alabama, are opening

up some mission points among the colored people.

Bro. H E, Light says eight have united with the

Mountville church, Pennsylvania, since his last re-

port.

The address of Bro. Philip A. Moore is now
changed from Redondo, Cal., to Englewood, same

State.

For the next six weeks, or until further notice,

Bro. S. N. McCann may be addressed at Alton,

W. Va.

Bro. C. S. Holsinger, who has been spending

some time in California, has returned to his former

home at Belleville, Kans., where he should hereaft-

er be addressed.

The Green Tree church, Pennsylvania, seems to

be in a growing condition. Bro J. T. Meyers re-

cently baptized nine, making thirty accessions since

the first of the year.

One of our sisters certainly enjoys the Messen-
ger. She writes: " I would sooner do without my
supper every day for a month, than miss reading

the paper for that length of time."

Bro. Geo. W. Criph, of Cerrogordo, 111., is spend-

ing most of his time in the mission field. At this

time he is at Liberty, this State, where he expects

to remain until the first of next month,

Bro. Jacob D. Trostle, of Kansas, was with us a

few days this week. He was on his way home from
the East. Last Sunday he preached a very accept-

able sermon for us at the Silver Creek house.

The Ministerial Meeting for Southern Ohio will

be held at the Sugar Grove meetinghouse Aug. 11,

commencing at 8 A. M. Full particulars will ap-

pear next week. The notice reached us too late for

this issue.

Bro. D. L. Miller and wife returned last week
from their journey through the Northwest, They
report a very interesting trip, and in our next issue

Bro. Miller will have something to say about what
he saw and heard.

Bro. Allen Rush, Allenville, Todd Co., Ky., is

anxious to have some of the Brethren preach the

pure Gospel in his part of the South. Any minis-

ter, feeling inclined to heed this call, should write
Bro, Allen for further particulars. He thinks his

an excellent locality for the Brethren to form ft set-

tlement,

Send us every item of church get

hold of, then leave it to our judgment how much of

it to publish. Do this, and we will make things in-

teresting for the readers of the Messenger. We
are in a position to handle much news, and can

handle it rapidly.

Our membe-s in Northern Illinois will please

bear in mind that our special District Meeting con-

venes at Polo, next Wednesday, Aug. 4, commenc-
ing at 10 A M. We hope to see a good represen-

tation from the churches. E.pecially should the

delegates be present.

A sister writes us concerning two of our earnest

ministers, who are not able to pay for the Messen-

ger, and for that reason do not get to read it. We
regret to hear of ministers thus limited in circum-

stances, and wish we had a way of supplying all

such with the paper.

Bro" J. G. Rover returned home last Monday
evening. He reports a very interesting visit

among the churches in Southern Illinois With a

few exceptions he preached every night during his

absence. He is very favorably impressed with the

churches in the southern part of the State, and

their possibilities.

We regret to learn that Bro. A, H. Puterbaugh is

not enjoying good health. He is now at North
Manchester, Ind., taking treatment for his afflic-

tion. We trust to hear of his return to the Master's

work soon. He is one of the preachers that ought

to be kept constantly in active service, did his

health only permit.

An aged minister, who spends all his time travel-

ing and preaching, says: " I am so glad that we are

having so many faithful young brethren and sisters,

who are being developed for the Lord's field."

This should cause all the old standard-bearers to

rejoice. The Lord is raising up a host of earnest

workers to take the places of the older ones.

It is to be presumed that not less than 5,000

members of the church attended the late Annual
Meeting at Frederick. On the supposition that

each member spent an average of S20 for travel-

_ ig and other expenses, it would appear that the

Conference cost the Brotherhood not far from

00,000. This is a big sum of money, but good
til certainly result from it.

From an isolated point we have this: "We have
no Sunday schools. The Brethren have withdrawn

the appointment at this place, and the ministers do
not come to preach any more. Still we have a

good time. Tne Christian people want us to go
with them. After our appointment was withdrawn,

they said if we would go with them they would
take us on our baptism. We go to no place to

meeting. We read our Bible and the Messenger
at our home, and this is all " We are pleased to

:the; tin fin

ings. We suggest that they start a weekly prayer-

meeting. Here they could meet and encourage

Under date of July 20, Bro, Andrew Hutchison
writes us from Cando, N. Dak. He says he is well,

and full of hope, and seems to be enjoying his trip

splendidly. He expects to reach his home at Mc-
pherson, Kans., about Aug. 6 Sept. 4 he is to

commence preaching in Middle Missouri and con-

tinue until the middle of November. Then, ac-

companied by his wife, he goes to Califcnia, where
he will remain until spring. He writes that his

time is all under promise until then, and adds, that

it would require eight years' daily preaching to

catch up with the calls he now has on hand. We
are glad to learn of the good work he is doing, and
trust the Master will spar« him for many years of

J«iy 31. 189;,

It costs something to run religious convention
It is thought that the Christian Endeavor gather
ing at San Francisco, the Baptist Young Peopky]

Convention at Chattanooga, the Epworth League
at Toronto, and the Brotherhood of St. Andrew

a i

Buffalo, will cost about §6,000,000. This includes

traveling expenses; in fact, the greater part of
\\

may be traveling expenses.

Eastern editor has a very readable

on the Young People's page. He
is to assist in making this page more interesting

and will be heard from there at least every other

week. On the same page Bro. Trout has an article

that may put a few of the young men and young

women to thinking, or, rather, to acting differently.

At -the Brethren's meetinghouse, near Latty

Paulding Co., Ohio, on the evening of Aug. i 4

'

Eld. Cline, of the Disciple church, and Bro. I. ][

Rosenberger, are to deliver a sermon on feet-wash-

ing, we presume one for and the other against.

Were it not for the 13th chapter of John, we sus-

pect that these two preachers would see alike on

this question. Probably this chapter will be in the

way of some preachers at the judgment.

There are too many ministers who are entirely

too timid about preaching the whole truth, especial-

ly that part relating to secret societies. It is sel-

dom that any remarks are heard against secret so-

cieties in any of our churches. We do not mean

that we shall denounce these orders without due re-

gar I for the feelings of others, but we should and

must keep the truth before the people, and also

keep our members pasted on the subject.

We are glad for two things. First, for the inter-

est that some of our State District Mission Boards

are taking in home mission work. We would that

all of these boards were full of energy. And, sec-

ond, we are pleased to have them say more about

their work in the Messenger. Our columns are

open to them, and the more they keep their work

before the public, the more missionary sentiment

they will develop, and the more good they will be

able to accomplish. Our home mission work

ought to be pushed. Every District ought to have

a good evangelist in the field all the while. We
must find men adapted to this class of work, put

them into the field, keep them there, and sustain

them in their efforts. Much of this class of woik

will have to be entrusted to young men who can

stand the hardships incident to this class of labor.

We have very few old men who are strong enough

to work a new field as it should be cultivated. Let

us agitate the question until a strong missionary

sentiment is produced, and until a score or more of

vigorous and earnest men will offer themselves for

these home fields. Nor do we want to confine our

efforts to towns and villages. Our best fields ate in

rural districts, and it is there that we should, for

the present, at leist, put forth some of our very

best and strongest efforts.

THE MINISTERIAL LIST.

Corrections for the Ministerial List, in the

Brethren's Almanac for 1898, are now in order.

These corrections should be sent us without delay.

It is a common thing to receive a number of correc-

tions just after we have gone to press with the Al-

manac, There is no necessity for this, as correc-

tions can be sent in early just as well as later.

ier of our ministers had trouble in

half- fare permits, because their

n the list. Each year the

send for our Almanac, and"

rable extent, in

s. We suggest

the list, and, if

. We still have

This year a n

procuring th

names do not appi

Passenger Associations sen

are regulated by it. to a

granting permits lo our

that each minister at once

his name is not there, then

on hand some copies of the Almanac fi

on receipt of the postage, two cents,

copy to any one desiring to examine tl

ft] lint vvith * view of sending in correct

nil send
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corrections should be written on paper separate

and apart from all other matter, so that we can

place the same on 61e for reference, in case of ne-

cessity. Occasionally a minister feels a timidity

about sending his name for this list. There is no

need of hesitating, whatever. Every minister has a

right to send his own name, and we believe it is his

duty to do so, but for fear that some will neglect

their duty in this respect, we give this general no-

tice, and call for corrections from every source,

with the understanding, however, that no attention

will be given to a request for a correction in the

ministerial list unless the same is accompanied by

the name and address of the sender.

THE NEW SAYINGS OF OUR LORD.

Just now the critical Bible student is interested

in a new find, having, it would seem, in the minds

of some, an important bearing on some phases of

the New Testament literature. It is known as the

Logia, or the sayings of Jesus, and is supposed to

date from the latter part of the second century. It

is only a fragment, in seven parts, from an un-

known author. The original has reached this coun-

try, and is thus translated by Prof. Benjamin W.
Bacon, of Yale University. We give his rendering,

as it appears in the Independent, followed by Scrip-

tural references affixed by the translator.

1. , .
" and then sbalt thou see clearly to cast out the

mote that is in thy brother's eye." {Matt. 7: 5; Luke 6: 42 )

2. " Jesus saith, Except yc fast to the world, ye shall in no

wise find the kingdom of God; and except ye keep the Sab-

bath, ye shall not see the Father."

3. "Jesus saith, I stood in the midst of the world, and in tbc

flesh was I seen of them, and I found all men drunken, and

none found 1 athirst among them; and my soul grieveth over

the sons of men because they are blind in their heart."

5. "Jesus saith, Wherever tb^re are . . , . and there is

one . . . alone, I am with him. Raise the stone, and
there thou sbalt find me. Cleave the wood, and there am I,"

6. "Jesus saith, A prophet is not acceptable in his own
country, neither doth a physician work cures upon them that

know him." (In part—Luke 4: 24; Matt. 13: 57; Mark 6: 4;

John 4: 44.)

7. "Jesus saith, A city built upen the top of a high hill and

stablished can neither fall nor be hid." (Similar to Matt. J:

14).

We are led to ask, What is this fragment? Is it a

part of some considerable collection of the sayings

of our Lord, or is it simply a leaf from some an-

cient note-book? Did the author prepare it mere-

ly for his own satisfaction, or was it his aim to

commit to writing some of the unpublished say-

ings of Jesus? If the latter was his purpose, it

seems strange that the first and the last two verses

should read so near like some of the sayings al-

ready recorded in the New Testament.

The fragment was found in a mass of other mat-

ter belonging to the early centuries of the Christian

era, and, as investigation proceeds, the other docu-

ments may throw some light on it. But, to say the

least of it, the fragment is very old, and will receive

an unusual amount of attention. For two reasons

the second paragraph will give rise to considerable

controversy, Here the finding of the kingdom is

made to hinge on fasting unto the world. There is

no teaching like that in either of the four Gospel

narratives. It is a doctrine entirely foreign to the

New Testament. While fasting was encouraged by

both Jesus and the apostles, it is nowhere en-

joined as an imperative duty. So we must con-

clude that there is something out of line about this

saying.

It also makes the seeing of the Father rest upon

the keeping of the Sabbath. This will be hailed as

good news by our Seventh Day people, but is it in

keeping with the teachings of Jesus, as set forth in

the four Gospel narratives? Is it in keeping with

'he Acts and the epistolary writings? Most assured-

ly not. It is contrary to the very genius of the

New Testament. So this entire paragraph appears

^ be out of line with the Gospel order of things.

If we may be pardoned for venturing an opinion,

we would suggest that its author might have been
a converted Jew, not fully weaned from the law of

Moses. He had accepted Christ as the promised

Messiah, but had not yet learned the way of the

Lord perfectly. Then, at this time,—the second

century,—there may have been many sayings of the

Lord handed down in the form of tradition, and
these sayings, or some of them, at least, may have
been slightly altered in passing from one genera-

tion to another. In this way we can account for

the fasting and Sabbath element, here referred to.

It may be sufficient to further remark, at this

time, that the Lord said and did many things, of

which no record has been preserved, but enough
was early given in the New Testament, to demon-
strate his divinity, lead people to believe on him and

to serve as a perfect guide in life. And while it is

interesting to study the ancient documents that are

coming to light, an apparent, or even a real conflict

between them and the teachings of the New Testa-

ment, need not, in the least, disturb the faith of any

one, As time passes, more may be said of the Lo-

gia and ether documents, for it is now reported

that there is another wonderful discovery of papy-

rus, amounting to four thousand parts, ranging from

the first to the sixth century, and that it will take

years to decipher them all. The translation of

these may prove valuable in many ways, and may
also throw more light on the subject herein consid-

ered.

Since the above was placed in type, we have

more information respecting the recent find in the

Delta of Egypt. It is said to consist of not less

than three hundred rolls, covering a period extend-

ing from B. C. 300 to A. D. 200, and among the

rolls is one thought to contain the complete Logia,

or the sayings of Christ. If this should prove what

it is purported to be, the New Testament student

will look forward to its publication with an unusual

amount of interest. Scholars have long supposed

that there is a lost book, relating to the sayings of

Christ, and this roll is supposed to be that book.

It is too early to say much about the nature of the

work, but we shall keep our readers informed as in-

formation comes to light. j. h. m.

THE VALID BAPTISM.

In a controversy with a contemporary, the Gospel Messen-

ger refers to Isaac Errett, Benjamin Franklin, and the pres-

ent editor of the Standard, as admitting the validity of trine

immersion. The representation is not correct, though no

doubt meant to be. Speaking for himself, and confident that

in this he would correctly represent the brethren now gone to

their reward, the editor would say that it is not the trine im-

mersion which he considers valid, but the one baptism which

was effected in the attempted trine baptism. The mistak-

en attempt to baptize three times does not invalidate the obe-

dience of the candidate who, upon a confession of his faith in

Christ, has been buried in baptism. We believe the attempt

to baptize three times has no warrant in Scripture, and there

is no recognition of the rightfulness of such an attempt when

we receive tbose who have submitted to this extra and super-

fluous baptism. The word " attempt " in this note is used ad-

visedly, for there is no real trine immersion practiced by our

German Baptist Brethren. The upper part of the body is

dipped three times, while the
"

..d hu The

Greeks, who are said to dip their babies three times in the

font, might be said to practice trine immersion, but not those

who keep a part of their body in the water, while they dip the

other part three times. So the brethren whom we receive

from tbe German Baptists have really submitted to but one

full immersion.—Christian Standard.

This is a reply to what we said a short time ago

about trine immersion not being a debatable ques-

tion. The editor of the Standard thinks that we

meant to represent Isaac Eirett, Benjamin Frank-

lin, and the present editor correctly, but have not

done so. We permit the editor to speak for him-

self. We do not happen to have at hand, just now,

Franklin's remarks on trine immersion, but here is

what Isaac Errett wrote. W« quote fro<n the Sta*-

dard ot £>ec, *. iS?v

"It is well known that the trine immersionists (Tunkards)
believe ili.u faith, repentance, confession and baptism, are es-
sential to salvation from sin. They baptize for the remission

believing baptism to be essential to pardon. Now,
then, in case a person has been thus baptized, and afterwards
desires to unite with the Christian church, can he be received
upon his baptism, pleading that it was for the remission of
sins? Is it therefore valid?

"Answer.—Our opinion is that it ought to be recognized as
valid, not because it was administered for the remission of
sins,—for sprinkling might be administered for the same pur-
pose,—but because it is immersion into the name of the Fa*
ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.—Isaac Errett,
Editor"

If this is not recognizing trine immersion, as val-

id then we must confess that we do not understand

the most simple forms of speech.

But the present editor tries to evade the ques-

tion, by maintaining that there are not three actions

n fact, he says, there is no real

practiced by our people. Yet he
persists in calling it trine immersion. If it is not

three, or Aiw, why does he not call it "one bap-

tism " and leave it rest at that? Why call it trine

if it is not trine? This thing of maintaining that

trine immersion is not trine just because the lower

part of the body is not immersed three separate

times, reminds us of a circumstance, On a certain

occasion we were confronted with this point, and it

was urged that, since only the upper part of the

body, in trine immersion, was placed under the

water three times, we could not consistently say

that we were practicing the threefold immersion.

It was further urged that the candidate should be

taken out, and then returned at the close of the

first and second dips, in order to make the three

actions complete.

We asked the parly to say to what depth he led

applicants into the water for baptism. Placing his

hand near his lower vest-pocket, he designated the

depth, We asked him if he considered the lower

part of the body baptized as soon as the candidate

reached the proper depth, and before the formula

was pronounced? He said he considered it bap-

tized. We then asked him to state in what name

that part of the body was baptized. Though a man
of ability, he never saw his way clear to answer the

question.

But we have mentioned in the Bible a circum-

stance that shows the fallacy of the reasoning, re-

sorted to by the present editor of the Standard.

Naaman was told to go and dip himself seven times

in the River Jordan and he should be healed of the

leprosy. He did so, and came from the water a

healed man. Is it to be presumed that his entire

body was dipped seven times? Most assuredly not.

He evidently waded into the water to a convenient

depth, and there stood and immersed himself seven

times. Will any one maintain that, just because a

part of his body was in the water all the while,

he did not dip himself seven times? Certainly not.

Then, why try to make it appear that there is no

threefold immersion, because a part of the body re-

mains in the water all of the while during the ad-

ministration of the rite? There is nothing in such

reasoning, if reasoning it can be consistently called.

The fact of the matter is. those who receive into

fellowship those baptized by trine immersion, re-

ceive and recognize the .whole rite. There is no

separating it into parts. And as this is done by

the Disciples, the country over, it proves beyond

question that they recognize the validity of trine

immersion, and that trine immersion is not a de-

batable question. It is above and beyond the

realm of controversy. It is the one mode on which

all denominations can unite, and is the only one on

which they can agree. If it is not the one baptism

taught by Jesus and practiced by the apostles, it

seems strange, indeed, that all leading denomina-

tions are so willing to accept it. If it is not Scrip-

tural it seems,that somd of them, at least, would be

loyal enough \n reject it. h B -
M *



QUERISTS' DEPARTMENT.

In Mall. 5:13

sthe all, a 5 the carlli?

By earth is meant the people, and by salt is

meant the saints. Were it not for the good influ-

ence the Christian people (the salt) are having in

this world, the whole race of mankind would ul-

timately degenerate into heathenism. H is the

Christian influence that is saving the world from

ruination, and for that reason Jesus calls his people

the salt of the earth.

Please explain what we arc to understand by Christ charg-

ing those

restoring sight to the bl nd man, Mark 8 26, and nany other

Are we also charged to ell it not? M. E. Adams.

We have no way of knowi >B 1t-hy Jesus shoul

give such a charge . The re s were doubtles

temporary and loca 1, and while such charges ar

not intended for us still they sho uld teach us no

to seek too much publicity bee luse of the littl

good we may do. It was need ul that the man

cured of the leprosy, should show him elf to th

priests, and be pro ounced cl can, in orde r to be re

stored to his place n society.

Is it right for membe rs to take tive par in Sunda

School Couventions run by the diffe enomina ions?

D. N.

That depends upon how members behave them-

selves at these conventions. If they deliver

speeches full of sound doctrine and useful informa-

tion, and refuse to take part in or sanction those

things that are unbecoming our people, then we see

nothing out of the way in attending and taking a

lawful part. We trust to soon have plenty of Sun-

day school meetings of our own, where our mem-
bers can meet and discuss questions pertaining to

the Sunday school interest.

Pie; x plain Ma Wha' , the rift"

t the altar? Does it have reference to the Com-
munion (able alone, or does it mean the altar of prayer at any

time or place? We will suppose Bro. A is angry with Bro. B
without a cause. If Bro. B approaches ihe Communion ta-

ble and there remembers that Bro. A is angry with him, al-

though be has no cause, does that disqualify Tiro. B from com-

muning? James T. Kinzie.
^

With reasonable limitations verses 22 and 24 may
apply to all services in general, but to Communion
services in particular, the object being to urge up-

on all the faithful the importance of living in peace

with each other. For one to continue at the altar,

from time to time, without seeking a reconciliation

with his offended brother,—though there be no

just cause,— is a violation of this Scripture, whether

that altar be the one in public worship or the one

pertaining to the Communion service. One is sup

posed, however, not to remember that his brother

has aught against him until it is made known to

be understood. Supposition

1 a matter of this kind. It is

m that needs to be especially

m in a way that cat

ould play no part i

e spirit of this less

nphasized.

return tt

kin
Rev.

wilne.es

cloth 1,:

the puz;

Luke 17: 17, " And Jesus answered and said, Were there not
ten cleansed? Bui where are the nine?" How were they
cleansed? James Harp.

Jesus had sent ten pleading lepers to ;-how them-

selves to the priests. While on their way to the

priests, they were cleansed by the power of God.
It was the purpose of Jssus, when he sent them,
that they should be thus cleansed of the leprosy.

Only one of them, however, had it in his heart to

return to Jesus and thank him for his kindness.

In Rev. II: 3, we read: "And I will give power unto my two
and they shall prophesy a tbrusand two hundred
core days, clothed in sackcloth." Who are the two

witnesses were to prophesy

cloth 1,260 days, that is i,2co years. This is one of

the puzzling questions of the Bible, and about it

very few commen'ators agree. Johnson, in his

People's New Testament, maintains, that the two
witnesses are the Old Testament and the New Tes-
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tament,—that they remained in sackcloth, or part-

ly suppressed, from the time the Catholic church

gained full sway, in A. D 533. until the infidel mad-

ness of France began to react, A. D. 1793. From
this time on the Bible has gained power, and now
the two witnesses prophesy uninterrupted. They
were virtually slain when France abolished both

God and all religion, and the Bible became, so to

speak, a dead book for three and a half days, or a

little over three years. At the end of the three and

a half years, France, as a nation, began to recover

from her madness life came into the two witnesses,

and they now stand upon their feet as before.

In Gospel Mrssengrr No. 18 you say, "But the day of

special miracles beine past," etc. What are "sp:cial mira-

cles?" Are they not all special? Can one be more special

than another? By what authority, or, upon what Scriptural

basis, do you make the assertion? Please answer in Querists'

Department. J. C. R.

By " special " miracles is meant that class having

for their object the demonstration of the divine

mission of Jesus and his apostles. Enough of these

are recorded in the New Testament to settle that

question. They are so far superior to anything

since witnessed, that they may very appropriately

be classed as special. Whatever may be said of

late occurrences, they cannot be regarded as spe-

cial.

Are wc commanded to forgive our enemies if they do not

ask pardon? F. J. E. Gkebnh.

Jesus, on the cross, forgave his enemies, without

their requesting him to do so. Stephen also for-

gave his enemies in the same way. In keeping

with these examples, it becomes our duty to both

love and forgive our enemies, whether they ask us

to do so or not.

Please define for us what it is to lay up treasure in heaven ?

See Matt. 6: i9 , 20 Tell us of what the treasure is to consist;

also, how it is to be laid up. Landon West.

To lay up treasures in heaven m-- ans to embrace

every opportunity of doing good while in this

world, especially feeding the hungry, clothing the

naked, and looking after the distressed and the un-

fortunate. Matt. 25: 35-40 The treasures in heav-

en consist of the enjoyable things God has in reser-

vation for those who have made themselves useful

during life. The unselfish Christian, who spends a

whole life doing gond to others, is rich in good

works (1 Tim. 6: 8), and has his corresponding re-

ward awaiting him in heaven. j. h. m.

THE TWO CREATIONS.

In a recent issue of the Sunday School Times,

Robert Welsted Beers, of Waterford, N. Y., has

something interesting to say concerning the open

ing chapters of the Old and New Testaments. We
quote as follows:

"The first chapter of the New Testament is very

frequently skipped over by the ordinary reader as

being simply the account of the lineage of Jesus of

Nazareth, tracing his family history back to the

time of Abraham, the founder of the Jewish people,

the chosen race of God. It is regarded as dry and
uninteresting, and of very little importance, by
the ordinary reader. And even scholars very sel-

dom ponder it carefully. Perhaps it is safe to say

that not a millionth part of the study has been
given to that chapter that has been given to the

first chapter of the Old Testament. And yet I

make bold to say that the account given in the first

chapter of the New Testament is far more wonder-
ful,—as much more wonderful as the second Adam
is more wonderful than the first Adam.

"Ihe first chapter of the Old Testament gives

an account of the first creation, culminating in the

crown of all created things,—namely, man, who
was created in the image of God. But the first

chapter of the New Testament gives us an account
of what may truthfully be called the second crea-

tion, culminating in the birth of the God-man,
Christ Jesus.

July 31, 1897.

"The first chapter of the Old Testament shows
us that there were six periods of time passed
through before the first man, Adam, was created.

The first chapter of the New Testament shows us
that there were three periods of time passed
through before the second Adam was born into the

world. We are shown that the second creation be-

gan with the call of Abraham from Ur of the Chal-

dees. The first period extended from Abraham to

David, foureen generations; the second period

from David to the Captivity, fourteen generations;

the third period from the Captivity to the birth of

Jesus, fourteen generations.

"Again, the first chapter of Genesis shows us, if

the theory of evolution be true, so far as the body
of man is concerned (and Christians have no se-

rious orjection to that theory, if restricted to the

body of man), the first chapter of Genesis then

shows us by what unlikely material after various

material processes, God produced the first man as

to his bodily nature. The fir^t chapter of Matthew
shows us through what unlikely material, after

various spiritual processes, God produced the sec-

ond Adam as to his human nature Just consider,

for a moment, only, the four women who are men-
tioned in the genealogical account: Tamar, who
was guilty of invest; Rahab, the harlot Canaanite;

Ruth, the Moabttess and Bathsheba, the unduly

ambitious wife of Uriah, the Hittite. Consider

their history, and the fact ihat they played an im-

portant part in the lineage of Jesus of Nazareth —
that he was the descendant of such ancestors ac-

cording '0 the flesh,— and you will be made to re

alize how God carries out his wondrous purposes

by the most unlikely means."

" God moves in a mysterious way,

** HOME * AND * FAMILY -

THOU ART ALL.

O, I am vile, but Thou art good:

Be Thou my righteousness,

And let me in Thy Fatherhood

Find blessings measureless!

Lord, I am weak, but Thou art st

O, give me of Thy strength

To make this life a holy song

Of triumph blest at length!

Lord, I am naught, but Thou art all

In every time and place;

O, bend thine ear, Lord, when I call

For fresh supplies of grace!

MARY OF BETHANY.

This name has been immortalized in poetry and

song; it has been the subject of essays and of ser-

mons; her character has been extolled and her

name eulogized by every lover of sacred lore.

And why? Not that she stood high in the world

of letters, for it may be that the realm of literature

lay unexplored away beyond her. Not because she

was a society belle, for doubtless the charms, as

well as the vices of social life, so called, were whol-

ly unknown to her. She was only a lowly maiden

of that Judean village, humble in her walk, unas-

suming in her endeavors, domestic in her tastes,

and strong in her atta"hments. The most wonder-

ful thing that we know of her, and, indeed, the thing

which has made her famous for all time, is, that she

sat at Jesus' feet and learned of him.

We may not know all the wondrous things re-

vealed to het while sitting there, but we do know
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that through that beautiful intercourse, she learned

some very useful lessons. Evidently, one of the

first lessons she did learn, was to love the society

of Jesus above all things on earth, and in the depth

of this great love, all other loves and interests be-

came but secondary.

Back to Mary of Bethany we should ever look

with reverence and gratitude, in that her example
has taught us that the most exalted position unto
which we can possibly attain, on earth,—and per-

haps in heaven,—is to sit at the feet of him who
traveled from the manger even to the throne.

Beautiful position for the Christian to occupy!
Never beyond him, nor yet indeed beside him, but
low down at his feet, as it is meet and fitting!

We find, too, that Mary was of a very teachable

nature, and another lesson which she speedily
learned was the lesson of perfect trust. After this

example, we would do well to pattern. "Only be-

lieve, and thou shalt see the glory of God." " Be
still and see the salvation of the Lord."

The Christian needs ofttimes to be still; and we
are not long at Jesus' feet until we learn that it is

always better to be silent than to speak reproach-

fully of others. Martha, at one time, appealed to

Christ against Mary, in complaining terms, because

she sought to evade earth's cares, to seek heaven's

balm; but Christ met her with the mild rebuke,
" Martha, Martha, thou art careful and cumbered
about many things; but one thing is needful; and
Mary hath chosen that good part which shall not

be taken away from her."

You see Martha had not been at Jesus' feet learn-

ing the sublime lesson of patience; and when we
are finding fault with our sister or brother, the fact

is evident that we ourselves are not in our proper
attitude. The best possible cure for the fault-God-

er is to hasten to the feet of Jesus to there await

and do his bidding. There, and there alone, we
find service easy; and what better reward could we
desire than to have it said of us, also, that

done what we could?

Johnstown, Pa,

THE MODEL HOSTESS.

have

To be a good entertainer is considered a very

desirable accomplishment among intelligent people

of all countries. Even the poorest and most hum-
ble of our American dames, as well as those of

France, Germany, and other civilized nations, vie

with each other in practicing this accomplishment.

It is commendable to make those who come to see

us, as happy as we can. Even the Good Book ad-

monishes us, " Be not forgetful to entertain stran-

gers: for thereby some have entertained angels

We should not only learn the art of entertaining,

but should improve every opportunity to put it in

practice. Of all the people that come to us, to ac-

cept our hospitality, there is no class whom we
should consider it such an important duty to enter-

tain as " the stranger." Though we should, by no

means, neglect those of our acquaintance and kin-

folk who come to us, yet we should deem it a spe-

cial privilege and an important duty to care for the

stranger among us. Who knows the needs of the

stranger; who knows his timidity and the possible

despair that would result in consequence of our

inhospitality? Who knows but he may be an am-
bassador of God,—an angel of love,—sent to us for

some good purpose! He is God's creature,—God's

child,—one for whom our Savior died. Then we
ought to receive him even as Jesus. So let us not

turn aside with vexation when company comes un-

expected and we are found overburdened with care,

and a scanty supply of good things or an untidy

house and clothes.

Though we should be always ready for company,
we do not peed finer things for our guests than we
have for our own folks. To treat them as our own,
sharing with them such things as we have, is true

hospitality.

This is an age of careful Marthas,— fretful, fault-

finding hostesses who desire to make a grand,

worldly display before their guests, but whose
hearts are so much occupied with strife, that they
have not much room for love, which would bring
more happiness than vain display.

When Jesus was beset by followers on every side,
pressing so closely upon him that he and his disci-
ples had no privacy at all, not so much as to eat,
he said to his disciples, " Come ye yourselves apart
into a desert place, and rest awhile." But though
they went away to a quiet, retired place, they found
that many people had gone there to be with them,
so they could not be alone. Some folks would
have been vexed, and have treated their guests
very coldly. But Jesus was not. He looked
around and saw the people, and felt sorry for them.
He knew that they were God's children, and he
loved them. He received them kindly, talked to
them, healed their sick, and provided food for
them before he sent them away. So let us receive
all that come to us, though we may sometimes feel
tired, and long for rest, and to be alone with our
loved ones. God sent them to us, We should re-
ceive and entertain them in Christ's name, as be-
cometh Christians, that we may honor and serve
him, and not dishonor our Heavenly Master.

Those who come to us are his loved ones. Let
us place ourselves (mentally) in their position, and
then apply the golden rule. Once, when there was
a great drouth, and famine seemed inevitable, a
certain poor widow went out to gather an armful
of sticks to kindle a fire, to bake the last morsel of
bread she expected to have in this world. Just a
handful of meal, and a little oil was all she had
left to keep herself and her little child from starv-
ing. Long-continued drouth had reduced every-
body to the last extremity, so she could not expect
to obtain more food from any visible source.

While gathering wood, a stranger came along,
and asked for a drink. She started to bring water,
but he called to her to bring bread also. Bread

—

and from a starving widow! What should she do?
Did she turn upon him with railing and abuse, as

many a bountifully-fed person does now when a
poor tramp asks for food? No, but the thoughts
of her poor, hungry child made her hesitate. She
told him the circumstances. Still he insisted.

Bring me a little bread first." Moreover, he prom-
ised that the Lord would care for her and her child,

and not let them perish. She believed him, when
he gave the Lord's word for her guidance, encour-

agement and consolation. She prepared bread for

her self invited guest, and she and her child and
her visitor ate many days, and there was always a

little meal and a little shortening for another loaf

of bread. She trusted God, and fed his servant,

and God sustained her. Afterward, when sickness

and trouble and death came to her humble home,
she knew where to go for help. To the servant of

the Lord, whom she had befriended, she went in

her sorrow; and the Lord heard their prayers, and
life and health and peace and happiness were sent

to her who was kind to the stranger. I Kings 17:

49'

as an explicit invitation to remain absent. But
this great woman was a very close observer, and
she saw within her guest that which is good, and
pure, and true. She told her husband what a high
character the man bore; and, like all intelligent
people, craving the society of the good and pure,
she persuaded her husband to fit up a little room
for their guest, and make him welcome always. So
they went to the expense and trouble to build a
room especially for the stranger. (How does that
compare with those who, living in town, never have
room for company over night, but politely intimate
there are hotels near by?) It was not a grandly-
furnished boudoir, but it was comfortable. What

reward for all this hospitality? Read 2
ngs ( -37-

ne day, as one of the servants of God passed

1 certain place, a woman invited him to come in

dine at her house. History tells us that she

a great woman. Now the word " great " is

uncomplii

When Jesus was a poor, humble traveler here on
earth, constantly walking from place to place, there
was one house where he liked to go, to rest and re-
fresh his weary body. Two sisters lived there, so
there were two hostesses instead of one. One of
these ladies,—we presume it was the elder, was a
very particular woman: like a great many whom we
have met. When she had company, she wanted to
have everything elegant. Company must not rest
on common chairs, nor cat common food, at a com-
mon table, along with common people. How such
people do make us tired with their fuss and worryl
Yet we go to their homes, seeking rest, trying to
forget the worries and cares and vexations of «fc.
We seek to escape drudgery a little while, by going
to their pleasant homes, hoping they will sit down

d visit with us and talk with us of the things that
: nearest our heart. Then they fly into a flurry,

and seek to renovate their house, in order to make
clean enough for our august (?) presence; and
ch a display of food as they get upl One who
tired of cooking, and eating, and dish-washing,

naturally wishes to get away, but decorum forbids,
id we bear it all patiently, though we assure them
was not "just to eat " for which we came,
Well, the other sister was of a different turn. She

just got a hassock (or some sort of low seat) and
sat down close to Jesus, and listened to what he
had to say. She was so absorbed in listening to
him, that she did not think anything about refresh-
ments. She just loved to be where he was. She
was enjoying his society, and they were having a
nice, comfortable, restful visit together.

But the elder sister (so we will call her) was
vexed because Mary did not help her,—such par-
ticular housekeepers usually are vexed. In trying
to do more than is necessary, they become weary,
tired, and cross, and make unhappiness all around
them. So she began scolding,—fault-finding and
reproving Mary. Her manner was not at all agree-
able to her guest, but Jesus commended Mary, and
kindly explained to Martha that it is far better to

have a quiet, meek and gentle disposition, and not
to worry about the minor temporal affairs of this

world. Better it is to humbly and lovingly trust

all into the care of our Allwise Father, who, having
created us, is abundantly able and willing now, to

provide for all our needs.

We may thus learn of him even through our hum-
ble guest, thus receiving benefit from our little op-
portunities and associations here, as well as dis-

pensing pleasure to those whom God hath sent to

us, to be refreshed. A good listener, a sympathet-
ic friend, a kind companion, an humble learner, a
courteous, thoughtful, womanly heart,—these are

some of the requisites to good entertainment.

To be willing always to hear God's Word, and to

do the Lord's will; to extend a helping hand to his

creatures, and to receive the most humble and the

most exalted alike,—as we would wish to be re-

this is Christi!

Canon City, Colo,

1 hospitality.

y tone, to convey the idea that a

person is queer, peculiar, odd, etc. Usually it sig-

nifies grandeur, wealth, position, influence, etc.

Sometimes,—and this is doubtless the true mean-

ing, it indicates goodness, true worth, excellency of

character. However; this woman made the stran-

ger welcome, so that he was glad to stop there ev-

ery time he had occasion to pass that way. It is a

great blessing to have a place where we may always

feel welcome whenever we wish to stop. One soon

learns to feel at home in the place where hospitali- When a child is old enough to ask questions hi

ty is always extended toward him, and to love the is old enough to be answered truthfully and intelli-

good people who are so kind and thoughtful of his gently. There are many things which it is diffii

welfare. Moreover, the hostess has abundant op- to explain so as to render them comprehensible to

portunity to study the character of her frequent a young child, but whatever is said should be abso-

guest. If we are not just as good as we ought to I lutely true. Do not forfeit a child's confidence by

be. our hostess will be sure to find it out, and then I an attempt to evade the issue, putting him off with,

we may expect a little coldness to do just as well half-truths,



Notes x from x our x Correspondents.

COLORADO.

Poudre Valley Church. — We reorganized our

Sunday school at the beginning of this quarter,

continuing Bro. Samuel Glick as Superintendent.

We use the Brethren's supplies, though this is a

uitrn school. Our children's day, June 27, was

well attended, and the exercises interesting. Our

council was held July 10, at Bro. Pye's. Our eld-

er, Bro, Whistler, of Lyons, was with us and

preached a soul-cheering sermon on Sunday. We
appointed our feast for Sept, 4, at 2 P. M , at the

house of the writer, seven and one half miles east

of F. Collins. At the close of the council Sister

Fannie Pye, who had been very sick for some time,

was anointed, and is now much better.—/ F. Shuck,

Ft Collins, Colo 1 July 15.

G/rand Valley.—This church met in council on

Saturday, July 3. The small amount of business

was pleasantly disposed of. It was decided to have

a special council Sept. 9 and a love feast Sept. 11,

during what is known as " peach week." We know
of a few members coming out at that time, and we
sincerely hope that there may be many more to

cheer and encourage us by their presence at the

coming feast.

—

Etta M. Long. July 0.

Currant Creek.—The Gospel Messenger is so

good It contains so many expressions of love and

wisdom. We often feel like commending the edi-

fying articles of its editors and others. Dear breth-

ren, though we may be silent, we appreciate the

good talks we receive through the Messenger from

consecrated souls, and the labor thus bestowed is

not in vain. We especially commend Bro. Weav-
er's article on " Friendship," "Grave Flowers," by

C. D. Hylton, and Bro. W. B. Stover's suggestions

in No. 29 of current volume. But we could not be-

gin to enumerate all the good things said by our

dear missionary brethren and our patient editors.

—

N. D. Underhilljuly 17.

INDIANA.

Goshen. — At a meeting, recently held in the

Goshen church, two were baptized. Bro. L. Hil-

lery expects soon to move to Goshen. He is build-

ing a house about seventy rods from the brick

church. Then the Goshen church will have five

elders and four other ministers.—/. H, Miller, Ju-
ly 20.

Fort Wayne.—The Fort Wayne mission met in

quarterly council July 17, Eld. Daniel Snell pre-

siding We prayerfully considered the great mis-

sion cause, through which so much has been done
for us here. We organized and intend to help
gather funds for home and foreign missions, to

rescue perishing souls. May God bless our feeble

efforts, that much good may be done in the name
of the Lord! We reorganized our Sunday school
and appointed Bro. Basinger as Superintendent,

We decided to observe the last Sunday of each
quarter as ''Mission Day." The collections taken
on that day are to be given for mission work. Our
school is the banner school for collections. The
number of pennies is about equal to the number
of attendants. The interest is good, and we are

still looking forward for better results.—^. M,
Eby, July /p.

MISSOURI.

Osceola Church. —We have had a very interest-

ing meeting, commencing July 10. Our elder, Fred
Culp, was with us. On the following Saturday we
had our council. AH business was disposed of in

a pleasant manner. Two members were received
by letter and one by baptism. On Sunday morning
we dedicated our church, and in the af'ernoon we
had a missionary sermon, at which seventy five

cents was contributed. We organized our Sunday
school June 21. and elected Bro. Abe Replogle,
Superintendent. We have a very good attendance.
The church has decided to have our love feast Oct.
I, at 10 o'clock A. M„ and continue over Sunday,
—Jcanah Crip*. July 20,

nana oosipieXj jwL-Ejss^ostgeir,.

I

Fairview. — This congregation met July 10 in

church council. We were sadly disappointed, be-

cause our elder was not present, but the Brethren

gave us us some good talks on giving. I think if

all our members would read Bro. Stover's items,

and Sister Cora Cripe's letter in Gospel Messen-
ger, July 10, they would see the need of more giv-

ing. Can we expect the blessing spoken of in

Malachi, and never give anything for the spread of

the Gospel? In the evening we met again for

preaching. On Sunday, at 9 o'clock, we had Sun-

day school; at 10, song service; at 11, Bro. J. B.

Hylton preached an able sermon. We expect to

have a series of meetings some time in August.

—

Nannie Hawtan, DenJow, Mo., July ig.

Clear Creek Church.—We met in council July

10. All business was satisfactorily disposed of,

We appointed our love feast for Oct. 9, at 4 P. M.
A week's meeting? will be held prior to the love

feast.

—

Lucy Brubaker, Little Rock, Mo., July 20.

OHIO.

Ashland. — July 16, at 1 P. M„ the Maple
Grove church, Ashland Co., Ohio, assembled in

council. Eld. Tobias Hoover was absent, on
account of rheumatic affliction Elders George
Worst and W. A Murray were present. Eld.

Worst acted as Chairman. Our harvest meeting

was arranged for Saturday, Aug. 14, at 10:30 A.

M., and our missionary meeting at 2 P. M. A
children's meeting has been arranged for Aug. 22,

at 7 P. M. A series of meetings has been arranged

for, during the month of October, or later in the

season The time is not definitely fixed, and will

depend somewhat on the preacher's time. Our
love feast will be held Oct, 2, commencing at 10 A.

M., subject to change. We will give due notice

when permanent arrangements are made. Two
delegates were elected to District Meeting of

Northeastern Ohio, to be held Oct. 7.—David Sny-

der, July j 6.

Sidney. - One more was baptized here July n at

4 P. M. Our social meeting, last Thursday even-

ing, was an exceptionally good meeting. The sub-

ject was "Temperance," Yesterday, July 18, we
: made glad by Bro Wm. H, Boggs and wife,

of Covington, Ohio, walking into our Sunday
:hool, after which, at 1 1 A. M., Bro. Boggs deliv-

ered for us one of his good, practical sermons.

Such visits are always appreciated by us.

—

H. C.

Longattecker,Ju'y ig.

PENNSYLVANIA.

Mountville.—Since my last report eight were re-

ived into the Mountville church by confession

id baptism, three on last Sunday and the others

before. They came by twos and threes.

—

H. E,

Light, July so.

Mechanic's Grove Church.—The Conestoga con-

gregation met in council April 10, when it was
divided into three sections. April 17 the southern

ion,—a little band of thirty-six members,—
met in council and was organized as a church
to itself, called, "Mechanic's Grove church. 11 A
hoice was held for a deacon, the lot falling on
tro. John Mmnich. Bro. and Sister Minnich were
istalled the same day. Bro. H. E. Light was
lected elder. We have meetings every Sunday,

—

very four weeks at a place. We have no meeting-
house of our own, but expect to build one as soon

e have money enough. It any one should feel

like helping us along, send your donation to the

Mechanic's Grove Brethren church. Last Sunday,
July 11, the meeting was held at the home of Bro.

Minnich.—Mary P. PhiUipy, Little Britain, Lancas-
ter County, Pa., July /p.

TENNESSEE.

New Hope Church.—At a special council April

10. Bro. John B. Hilbert and the writer were elect-

ed to the ministry. Both being deacons, it was
thought proper to elect a deacon at our quarterly

council, July 12. The lot fell on Bro. Joseph Con
ley. We have a good prospect at this place, but
need more interest in the work.—/ IV. Lovegrovc,

Telford, Ttnn.,July so.

July 31 1 189?-.

DISTRICT OP COLUMBIA.

Washington.—After the Annual Meeting I en.

joyed the privilege of meeting with the Brethren
at New Midway and Westminster, Md., Waynes-
boro and Washington, Pa., Washington, D. C , and
Thornton and Glen Easton, W. Va. With refer-

ence to the mission at Washington, D. C, I desire

to say that in my opii the outlook very

promising. The site selected for the churchhouS(

appears to me to be a very good one, and our
Brotherhood will most certainly do well to coDtinue

to give the cause there their hearty support. The
Mission Board chose wisely when they selected

Sister Mary E Martin, forme.ly from McPhcrson,
Kans., and late teacher of Bible History in the

Brethren's school in Alabama, as a helper in the

mission work in the capital city. Her spiritual en-

ergy and skill, coupled with those of Bro. Albert

Hollinger and his amiab'e family, and Sister Carrie

Westergren, ought to accomplish much for the

Lord. M*y the liberality of our brethren and sis-

ters speed the day when they sha 1 have a house of

worship, which, in the Lord, we can call"oursl''

James M. N-ff, Fruitdale, Ala., July 21,

NEBRASKA.

Glenrock.—Bro C. B. Smith was with us July 17

and 18, and gave us three good sermons. Two
precious souls came forward on Sunday night, one

being the youngest sister, the other one the broth-

er-in-law of the writer. Bro Smith will return

again July 24, to commence a series of meetings of

two weeks, if not longer.—Miriam Maxry.Ju'y 22,

ILLINOIS.

Girard. — The past week was spent with the

Brethren of Pleasant Hill, West O.ter Creek and

Macoupin Creek churches. With the exception of

Sunday, all the meetings were held in the town of

Girard. A commendable interest was manifested

in all the services. Good will seems to be a pre-

dominant feeling among the membership of these

churches, and, as a result, we may expect growth

both in membership and true vital piety. A fair

number of young people are in the church, and

not a few remain to be brought in. Some of thoie

in the church are active worker*, and others should

be made such by putting responsibility upon them.

Here we met a number of young brethren and sis-

ters who have been with us in school, and otheis

who should be with us in the near future. Our
visit to these churches was much enjoyed by us,

and we trust it may result in good to the causel

—/ G. R yer,July 17.

NORTH DAKOTA.

Red River.—We met in council July 3, prepara-

tory for our Communion. All business passed off

pleasantly. Bro. A. Hutchison was with us. He
preached for us each evening during the following

week. His sermons were truly a feast to the soul.

Bro. Hutchison is certainly a workman approved

of God, rightly dividing the Word of Truth, Our

Communion occuned on the evening of July 9,

Bro. Hutchison efficiated. Our meetings closed

on Sunday evening, July II, Our Sunday school

was reorganized at the beginning of the present

quarter. The wri'er was elected Superintendent,

We have a prosperous school.—/?. W. Wolf, Blanch-

ard,N. Dak., July 16.

IOWA.

Franklin County Church.—July 3, while many
thousands, yea millions, were engaged in revelry

and confusion, our little band quietly convened in

regular quarterly council, where much business was

disposed of in a very pleasant way. July 17 we

again met in council, to attend to some very im-

portant work. Our love feast will be Sept. 4, at

2:30 P.M. No preventing providence, we expect

Bro. Wm. H. Lichty, of Waterloo, to begin a series

of meetings for us Aug. 15, and continue until the

feast. We hope and pray that Zion's borders may

be enlarged and God's children be strengthened in

the faith once delivered unto the saints. Our dele-

gates to District Meeting are brethren Wm. H.

Allbrightand Wm. H. Pyle,—Wm. H. A'ien, D*
mont, Iowa, July ig.
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Eed Oak Grove.—This church met July 10, in

quarterly council. Some very important work was

before the church. By permission of District

Meeting, brethren Moses Dickerson and Samuel
Spanogle were ordained to the eldership. Bro J.

F. Keith was advanced to the second degree of the

ministry. They, with their wives, were duly in-

stalled. Elders present, to assist in the work were,

J.W. Ellerand D. A Natl. On Sunday, at 9 A.

M , we met at the same church in Sunday school.

After we were through with the lesson Bro. J. W.
EUer preached an able sermon to a large congrega-

tion.

—

Asa Boivman, Little River, Floyd Cov Va., Ju-

ly 18.' ARKANSAS.

Round Mountain Church.—Our feast, at Benton-

vi.le, was a good one. Thirty members communed
We bad no ministerial help but that of our own
congregation. Our ministers were all present.

There were but few outsiders present, excepting

members' children. The quietness prevailing add-

ed to the pleasure of the feast, as it is unpleasant

to be disturbed by a rough crowd. We, also, at

our last counc 1, in Madison County, decided to

hold a love feast Aug. 14, at Bro. R. B. Showers',

thirty miles southeast of here. The one at Ben
tonville was thirty miles northwest. The wide ex

tent of our territory may be seen by these distan

ces. Yet our members go from one end to the oth

er, to the feast, with a big wagon, taking two day!

to make the trip one way. We also decided tc

hold a choice for two deacons, in the near future,

—

as soon as we can secure the help of a visiting eld

er.

—

Samuel Wtimer, Wymar, Ark, July 75.

TEXAS.

Nocona Church.—Our feast, July 3, was a pleas

ant one and enjoyed by the twenty-four member!
that surrounded the tables. The outside attend

ance and order were good Eld. Joseph Glick offi

ciated. On Sunday morning he spoke one hour
and twenty minutes. Subject, "The Relationship

Existing Between God the Father, Jesus Christ the

Son and the Holy Spirit." He demonstrated to

his hearers that he had observed the instructions

given by Paul in 2 Tim. 2: IS. He went from here

to the Pleasant Valley church, Clay County, My
daughter, little son and myself attended the feast

in the Pleasant Valley church, July 10 which was a
very good meeting.—A J. Wine, July ly.

CORRESPONDENCE

From Fruitdale, Ala,

Julv 10 the Fruitdale congregation met in

regular quarterly council and transacted in love
such business as was presented. Progress was re-

ported by committees on church extension work,
new points having been opened for work both
among the whites and colored people. One sister

was received by letter A love feast was appointed
for Oct. 7, to begin at 3 P. M. The railroads will sell

tickets from all parts of the North to Fruitdale or

Mobile, Oct. 5, at a reduced rate, and good to re-

turn in twenty-one days, so that Brethren from the
North, desiring to a'tend the feast, can do so. We
shall be very glad to have Brethren visit us at that

"me. It was also decided to hold a series of meet-
'ngs during the coming winter at Fruitdale, and at
least one other point where we now have regular
services. BrO. W. H. Boggs, of Covington, Ohio,
was with us and preached for us on Sunday, July
tl.

Eld. S. F. Sanger, from Calverton, Fauquier
Co., Va,, made us a flying visit, arriving Saturday
morning, July 17, and leaving on the evening of

J"'y 18 h. He preached for us in the Seminary
Chapel Saturday night and Sunday morning, much
'° the joy and edification of our people, He

eemed
tot the rite

pleased with hi

i privil"ge to lis
1

sit he It

Sange
arrangements had

iion point, at that

M. M Ennis and

sermon Sunday morning,
been previously made to attend

tance in the country, at a m
time. Four of us,—our elde:

wife and daughter, and mysel
eral miles through pine forests

of meeting, a rude little hut

built of rough boards, without sash or
windows, and with only rough plan!

Enough people had assembled to fill the ho
their interest in the Sunday school service,

they had never enjoyed till organized a (e

ago by brethren Ennis and Stover, shov
while they know but little, they are an:

learn more. To the sermon, which followed th

Sunday school, the audience was very attentive

To this insignificant cabin, standing alone in th

forest, people come on foot, on horse-back an'

buggies, two, five and ten miles, to hear th

t the place

1X18 feet.

lass in the

for seats.

house; and

:e, a thing

towed that

anxious to

Word of Lif

openings in t

the Lord. T
the harvest!

July 21.

Th : of hundreds of like

vast country, for doing work for

: are not many laborers, but O
James M, Nhff.

From the South Waterloo Church.

Bro. I N. H. Beahm came to this place and com
menced meetings for us on the evening of June 12

He continued to hold forth the Truth in its sim
plicily until July 4, when he commenced meeting!

in our Waterloo churchhouse. Here he preached

with power until the evening of July 18 As an

immediate result of the meetings, eleven dear souls

made the good choice, and one dear brother was
reclaimed.

We think there are others that are almost per-

suaded. May they make the decision while they

have such glorious opportunities! Our Commun-
ion services were held on the evening of June 26

Over three hundred brethren and sisters surround

ed the tables of the Lord. It was, indeed, a feast

to our never dying souls On Sunday, June 27,

our Sunday school numbered three hundred and

seventy-four.

We had Sunday school exercises July 3, Bro,

Beahm was with us and made some very fitting re-

marks for the occasion Bro. Fitzwater, of Shel-

don, Iowa, stopped here on his way home from

Annua! Meeting, to attend these good meetings,

which, we might say, with David, were "green

pastures." Sister Taylor, of Cedar Rapids, was al-

so a visitor and welcome worker among us. The
Lord bless these "ambassadors for Christ" as they

go to new fields of labor! J H. Fire.

Waterloo, Iowa,
_

" What We See aod Hear."

A few days ago, en route for Chicago from Mt
Morris, my good fortune was to fall in company
with a Bible House representative, with whom 1

enjoyed myself very much, bu>, to my surprise, he

finally said he would have to take a smoke. He
remarked that he felt somewhat lonesome at the

" Mount," for he seemed to be about the only one

who smoked.

We felt very glad that the gentleman from Phil-

adelphia could give our Publishing House town

such a compliment. Such observations reach far

and wide. Let your light so fhine that others may

see your good works, and glorify our Heavenly

Father!

I felt sorry that a man of the intelligence he had,

could not set a better example to the world. I

could not help but notice the contrast,—he going

to the smoker to enjoy himself, when, at about the

same time, a young preacher changed seats, so as

to enjoy the society of a voung sister, who was en

route for the Gulf Coast, where she will train young

minds in the way they should go.

The family, the church, the school, the press and

the contact of our associates have such a mould-

ing influence on all of us that we are in great need

of being careful with whom we associate, What
we so much stand in want of, is strong Christian

character, a high moral integrity, and a disdain for
the base things around us. I write this while our
Burlington train is carrying us along the beautiful
bluffs that are on the east side of the Missouri
River bottoms. The bluffs are piled up in a great
variety of forms and shapes, grand to look upon.
To our left are the fertile farms, and way beyond
them we see the "muddy river." Still beyond
that the land of our home can be but dimly seen,
but we hope to soon reach the highest expectation
we have for to-day, and that is to reach home.
How many today are separated by broad land-

scapes and deep rivers from loved onesl How
many others there are, who are allowing the span or
gulf of the seeming inevitable to become greater
and greater, without doing anything special to help
themselves to leap over and reach the land of
promise, where j ly and peace will welcome theml

Let all of us so live that sin will feel lonesome

Piekrell, Nebr.

A. M. T. Miller.

From Caddo, N. Dak.

We, the members of the Cando congregation,
met at the Enterprise church in quarterly council

June 26. All passed off pleasantly. Both our eld-

ers were present. Bro. Seibert was chosen to pre-
side over the meeting. The membership was well
represented, from all parts of the congregation.
All the ministers were present, in addition to Bro.

Silas Ebersole, from the Sweet Water Lake congre-
gation. Thirty-four more members were received

by letter, and two, that were disowned, restored.

Sunday, June 27, we were made to rejoice to see

six dear young souls come out, to be buried with
Christ in baptism, to walk in newness of life.

July 10 we met in special council, to hear the

report of the annual visit. The members were all

found to be in love and union, and in peace with
all. At this meeting nine members were received

by letter, and an aged brother and sister (man and
wife) requested baptism before the council, which
was attended to.

On Sunday one more dear sister was baptized.

There is great rejoicing in the Cando church to see

children coming home to God. This makes nine

baptized since our last report. There are now over

three hundred members in this congregation, But
as the District is very large, there are many calls

for preaching. We have now six Sunday schools

in our congregation. We have preaching every

two weeks at 11 A. M., and at 5 P. M in the En-
terprise church,— and preaching every Sunday at

Cando, and also at York.

July 17 Brother and Sister D. L. Miller came to

us. Bro. Miller gave us several interesting talks.

Sister Miller addressed the children on Sunday
morning. Our Communion will occur July 24.

S. W. Bur k hart, Sec.
Jury 10.

.

From the First District of Virginia.

The writer left home July 8. I met with our

home congregation, at Bethlehem, Franklin Co

,

Va., on that date, in order to hold an election for

three deacons. The lot fell on brethren Samuel
Bowman, Preston Petry and D. J. Flora. These

brethren, with their companions, were duly in-

stalled. The same evening I preached the funeral

of Sister L. Beckner, in the bounds of the same
congregation.

Next morning I started to Floyd County, and

e same evening met with the Red Oak Grove

ngregation in worship. Here I met Eld. J. W.
Eller, who, with the writer, was appointed by the

rict Meeting to do some church work in the

e-named congregation. We met in church

icil July 10 and had a pleasant meeting.

Brethren Moses Dickerson and S. G. Spangler were

irdained to the eldership. Bro. Jacob F. Keith was

dvanced to the second degree of the ministry.

After preaching services Saturday night and Sun-

day, I returned home on Monday, and found all

ill. D. A. Naff.

Naffs, Va, July 30,
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From Dallas Center, Iowa.

That aged veteran of the cross, Eld. Sam-

uel Murray, came among us about three weeks

ago, but being too feeble to preach, be attend

ed two of our regular services, at which he

gave us good admonition. On Sunday, July

ii, he preached an able sermon at the church,

in which he gave no uncertain sound. Bro.

Jacob Murray, of Tennessee, was also with us

July 4, and be gave us two soul cheering ser-

Bro. Frank McCune
meetings at Beaver, Boone County, July 5,

closing with a feast on Saturday and Sunday

following. Bro. Dierdorff, of Yale, and Bro.

M. Sissler, of this place, officiated at the feast,

This is a branch of the Dallas Center church,

and they are much in need of a resident minis-

ter, to move among them, to help carry on the

work. This was the first feast held here for

five years. The good order, had at this feast

was very commendable. The meeting was

held in a barn which was once used as a

skating-rink. God can turn everything to his

glory through his agents on earth.

Geo. B. Roykr.
July 18.

From Harlan, Iowa.

Wb met in ijuarierly council July 3. All

business was disposed of in a Christian man-

ner. Two (a deacon and wife) were received

by letter.

Bro. Joseph Myers, of Yale, Iowa, is labor-

ing faithfully with the church here, this sum-

mer. The borders of Zion are being extended.

We have appointments for meetings once a

month, near Oakland, Iowa, where brethren

Myers and Hiatt, in turn, fill the appoint-

ments. Bro, Hiatt also has commenced a

Sunday school near Atlantic, where he preaches

every two weeks. He reports good attend-

ance and much interest. One of the com-

mendable features of the sisters is, that they

are trying to awaken the missionary spirit

here. Their first effort was very successful.

We hope and trust that the work will move
on, and that much good will result from onr

efforts, Julia Strohm.
7«ly /* m

Raising Missionary Funds.

Ho inspin 1 the>uraging

child of God, who desires to see the most ef-

fectual method to carry out the spirit and in-

lent of the last, great and far-reaching com-
mand of the Master, "Go ye into all the world

and preach tbe Gospel to every creature," to

see such a general awakening, not only in our

own ranks, but among the thoughtful of all

classes! Even many non professors need only

a favorable opportunity offered them, to give

regularly and systematically for this great and
good purpose.

A most excellent method, adopted by at

least one Brethren church, has recently come
to the notice of the writer. Here it is: Regu-
lar attendants at church or Sunday school are

given an opportunity to contribute, regularly

and systematically, five cents per month on
the first Lord's Day of each month during the

year. For this purpose twelve small envelopes

are, at the beginning of the year, given to

each, and an additional, special one for Thanks-
giving, and also for Christmas. New attend-

ants, dropping in during the year, are also

favored with an opportunity to fall into line.

On the first Lord's Day of each month the en-

velopes for that month, with their contents, are

dropped into the receptacle for such offerings.

Tbe same plan is followed on Thanksgiving
and at Christmas. As a result, they have the

largest yearly contribution for world-wide mis-
sions of any church in the Brotherhood. Were
this, or some similar system, adopted by every
church, who can anticipate the result?

Another good thought was recently suggest-

ed to the writer, by one who is much interested

in world-wide missions. It having become an
established custom to take up a general col-

lection for world-wide missions each year, at

Annual Meeting, it is confidently believed that

the donations at Annual Meeting might be
largely increased by the overseers of churches,

ng at which the delegates are
mply stating this fact and giving
tot going to Annual Meeting, an
3 send an offering for world-wide
their delegate,

Tbe concluding thought of these Chips is,

i possible, recognize

elected, by si

all who are j

opportunity t

that all should,

;

the fact that, instead of having so many spe

cial funds, the world-wide mission fund should

become more and more prominent, because

that allows the committee to use it on any lin

of the work most needing it, while some spe

cial fund sometimes accumulates beyond the

requirement, and such fund must be held by

the committee until it can be used for the pur

pose designated by Ihe donors. Perhaps th;

necessity for such special fund may no longci

exist. Daniel Vaniman.
M< r/u-rson, /Cans,

From Philadelphia, Pa.

ing along in our Gospel
Tent work, in this large city. We moved the

and Thompson Streets July

:ed meetings July 13. Thi

irst night it was raining, but we had the ten

learly full of attentive listeners. The meet
ngs have been increasing ever since, in num
bers, spirituality, and interest. No one ha

forward, as yet, but we are sowing the

seed in patience and faith. Large crowds are

; in from night to night, and listen at-

ly to the preaching of God's Word. I

fident that God wil! give us great vic-

tory in this city. It is encouraging to see

who very seldom go to a place of wor-

:ome into tbe tent and take a seat, and
the whole sermon through. Some of

ti hear God's Word As they pass by
they hear the singing, and that draws them

Oh, how inspiring it is, to see an old, har-

dened, gray-headed sinner stand up, with tears

eyes, asking the people to pray for him,

ring I Chri : thei

'ho have never before been touched by
the Word and Spirit, but, after a while, even

are made to obey the Lord in baptism,

ire moving along well. About the only

hindrance to the work is the lack of means to

defray expenses. L. Frank Haas.

2JJ2 Cleveland Ave.

Erratum.

Only one word, and in that word only one

yllable; but the sense is too important to pass
by without recovery. In No. 29, current vol-

page 451, first column, last paragraph, in

ine Healing," third and fourth lines in

the paragraph, for prostrate read frustrate.
cross is the expression of the heart of

God. Although it means death to self, it is

r peace, our victory, our glory, Gal. 6: 14

C. H. Ealsbaugh.
Union Deposit, Pa.

MATRIMONIAL-

HELTZEL—BOWERSAUC—At the resi-

dence of Bro. G. W. Brown, 122 Third Avenue,
Altoona, Pa., July 7, 1897, by the undersigned,
Mr. Charles Heltzel and Miss Ella Bowersauc,
both of Altoona, Pa.

PIPER—DILLING.—By the undersigned,
his residence, 213 Seventh Avenue, Altoona,

Pa„ July 14, 1897, Mr. Daniel Piper and Sister

Leora Dilling, both of Altoona, Pa.

NEWBERRY—FOREMAN.—By the un-
dersigned, at his residence, 213 Seventh Ave-

Altoona, Pa., July 15, 1897, Mr. F. P.

Newberry and Miss Clara Foreman, both of

Altoona, Pa. D. S. Brallier.

AUSTIN—STILES.-At the residence of

tbe bride's parents, G. W. and Alice M. Stiles,

Cushing, Okla. T., July 4. 1897, by the under-
igned, Bro. John A. Austin and Miss Nona

Stiles, both of Payne County, Okla. T.

Jas. A. Stouder.

LANE—McCULLOUGH.—By the under-
signed, at his residence, July 15, 1897, Mr.
John O. Lane, of Lineville, Iowa, and Miss
Catie V. McCullough, of Garden Grove, Iowa.

L. M, Kod.

KREUTZER-BINGHAM.—By tbe under-
igned, at his residence, near Sabetha, Nema-
ia Co., Kans,, July 7, 1897, Bro. John Kreutzer
md Sister Anna Bingham, both of Sabetha,
Kans. R, A, Yodbb,

CROSS—LONG.—By the undersigned, at

his residence, July 11, 1897, Mr. Fred D. Cross,

of Oshkosh, Wis, and Sister Hettie A. Long,
of Dayton, Ohio. O. Perry Hoover.

FALLEN + ASLEEP

SIMMERS.—In the Maple Valley church,

Aurelia, Cherokee Co., Iowa, June 30, 1897,

Sister Elizabeth Simmers, aged 79 years, 8

mouths and 5 days. She leaves seven chil-

dren—five sons and two daughters. Her hus-

band preceded her, She was a faithful mem-
ber of the Brethren church for over fifty

years. Funeral services from 1 Pet. 1:24, by
Eld. D, T. Dierdorff, assisted by the writer, to

a large crowd of sympathizing friends,

F. S. Stieneke.

BLOCHER.—In tbe Cherry Grove church,

Md., June 1, 1897, Christian Blocher, aged 8c

years, 10 months and 18 days, Bro. Blochei

was a consistent member of the church for a

number of years. Funeral services from Job
14: 14. Silas Hooveb.

FOWLER.-In the Cedar County church,

Jerico, Mq„ Sister Jemima Fowler, wife of

Bro. John Fowler, aged 61 years, 4 months and

7 days. Deceased was born in Greene County,

narried to John Fowler in

Missouri in 1865. She was

-en children, three of whom
the spirit world. A loving

three sons and one daughter z

s a faithful member of the Gi

Brethren church for about twenty

was sick but a short time, h;

attended church on Sunday and passed away
the following Friday morning. Her funeral

postponed to be preached, sometime
tbe future, by Bro. Holderman.

Laura E. Calvert.

the mother of :

:ded her t

companion, thn

MYERS.—At his home in Dayton, Va.,

1897, Prof. Samuel A. Myers, author,

poser, teacher of music and inventor.

Myers was born at Greenmount, Nov. 21,

lere be united with tbe Brethren church
arly age, and his numerous friends atti

his spotless life. After a course of stu.

the Shenandoah Institute, Prof, Myers taught

d Maryland.
greater part of his last two years was busily

ployed in building, after his own pi:

great pipe organ of 456 pipes. For th

eeks it was a contest with death. The ii

lent was successfully completed, but death

id not permit the inventor to hear the deep,

ch tones of the organ. His widow and many
relatives lament their loss, Funeral services

conducted in the Brethren church at

Dayton, by W. B. Yount and Mr. Harnesberg-

1 The:

W.

HUMBERT—In the Middle River congre-

gation, Va., July s, 1897, Sister Leah Humbert,
.ged about 76 years. Funeral services con-

ducted by brethren U. C. Flory and Eld. J. M,
"line. J. F. Miller,

GANGER.— In the Salem church, Mont-
omery Co., Ohio, July 9, 1897, Elgar Ganger,

m of friend Henry and Effa Ganger, aged 1

ear, 3 months and 6 days. Funeral services

inducted by Eld. Jesse Stutsman and the

ritcr. John H. Brumbaugh.

GARBER.—In the Wabash church, Ind.,

July 8, 1897, of heart disease, Sister Sarah
Garber, widow of Michael Garber, aged 68

, II months and 23 days. She has been a
loved and faithful member of the church for

forty-eight years. Four weeks prior to her
death she attended the Communion meeting at

this place, This was her last meeting with

e saints on earth. Her sickness was of short

iration. She was up and about part of the

ne during the day, but in the evening her

irit took its flight,* She leaves seven chil-

en,— four sons and three daughters. Funer-

services by tbe Brethren, from Psa. 17: 15.

KlTTIE Hursh.

HOSTETTER.—In the Little Swatara con-

gregation, Pa., June 15, 1897, Sister Matilda

Deppen, wife of Daniel Hostetter, aged 68

years, 3 months and 7 days, Deceased died

uddtnly of palsy. She was getting ready to

attend a love feast in an adjoining church, but

the hour the meeting opened, she passed

away. She leaves two daughters and a sor-

rowful husband, J, Hbbtzlbb,

J«iy 31. 1897.

COX.—In the Warrensburg church, Johnson
Co., Mo., June Ig, 1897. of consumption, Sister
Gussie Cox, aged about 33 years. Sister Gus .

sie leaves a sorrowing husband and two bright
little boys, Funeral services by Bro. Levi
Mohler, Mary Mohleb.

SAVAGE.-In the Pine Grove congregate
Md., June 23, 1897, of jiundice, Sister Mary'
Ann Savage, aged 68 years, 7 months and 24
days. She bore her sickness with great Chris-
tian fortitude, often saying that she was fully

resigned to the will of tbe Lord. A few weeks
before her death she called for the elders of

the church and was anointed. Her sorrowing

children greatly feel the loss of a loving moth-
er. Her husband, Bro. C. W, Savage, preced-

ed her to the spirit world over four years

The funeral services were conducted by Eld
W. T. Sines, from Rev. 21: 4,-ber own seleo
tion. Her remains were then laid to rest on
the home place, beside those of her com-

panion. She leaves eight children.

I. W.Ab

SMITH.—In the Lick Creek church, Owen
Co., Ind., July 11, 1897, little Alva Smith,

youngest son of Bro. Amos and Mary Smith,

aged 1 year, 7 months and 29 days, Funeral

services were conducted by brethren J. c,

Mitcbel and R. R. Goshorn. Text, "Suffer

the little children to come unto me, and forbid

them not, for of such is the kingdom of heav.

en." Matt, rg: 14. Dora Mitchel,

WISE.—In the Nettie Creek church, Hagers-

town, Ind., June 12, 1897, Sister Susan (Shulu)

Wise, aged 61 years, 5 months and 23 days.

She was married to Daniel Wise March 31,

1850. To them were born eight children, of

whom six are yet living,—three sons and three

daughters. She united with tbe German
Baptist church in the fall of 1859, and ever

proved a faithful member. She leaves her

husband and six children. Funeral services

conducted by Eld. David H. Replogle and

Bro. John Kirklin, from Philpp. 1: 21.

Ida E. Teeter.

EDGECOMB—In the Oakley church, Ma-

con Co., 111., Jan, 17, 1897, Bro. Uriah Edge-

comb, aged 49 years, 8 months and 14 days.

Deceased, with his brother who was visiting

him, left his house late in the evening, going

to bis barn to close his barn doors. A violent

wind was blowing at the time, and one of tbe

doors becoming unmanageable, struck him on

the head, fracturing his skull, from which he

died almost instantly. He leaves a wife and

eight children, two of whom are members of

the church, Funeral services by Eld, M. J.

McClure. D. J. Blickbnstaff.

HARRIS.—In the Sam's Creek church, Car-

roll Co., Md., June 23, 1897, Bro. David Harris,

aged 79 years, 6 months and 23 days.

Wm. H. Franklin.

FRANKLIN.—In the Sam's Creek church,

Carroll Co., Md., July 8, 1897, Bro. Nathan G.

Franklin, aged 65 years, 8 months and 10 days.

Wm. H. Franklin.

BRAGG.—In Mt. Vernon church, Augusta

Co., Va., May 18, 1897, Bro. John T. Bragg,

aged 46 years, 11 months and 8 days. Bro.

Bragg died suddenly of heart failure. He had

been working in the timber, apparently enjoy-

ing his usual health. After stopping for din-

ner, partaking of a hearty meal, be again re-

ied his work, but continued only a few

and then passed into eternity. He

widow and five children. Funeral

by the writer and Bro. E. D. Kindig,

from Matt. 24: 42, 44. J. R. Kindig.

FLORY—In the Mt. Vernon church, Au-

ista Co., Va., July 4, 1897, Bro. William F.

Flory, aged 42 years and 14 days, After wail-

[ patiently for about three months he was

led home. Bro. Flory has been in delicate

health for about eight years, caused by /<*

grippe. For more than six months be had

stomach trouble, which he bore pa-

tiently, "looking unto Jesus, the author and

finisher of his faith." He leaves a widow. In

his death the church sustains a great loss, he

ve deacon and a good Sunday

school worker. He was a Bible student, and

teacher of our Bible class for several years,

:es by the writer and Bro. E. V.

Kindig, from Philpp. 1: 21. J. R. Kindig.

YOTHERS.—In the Schuylkill church, Pa„

>ar Pine Grove, July 14, 1897, Bro. David N.

Yothers, aged 74 years, 10 months and 28 days,

deacon in the church for a number

of years, J.
Hbbtzlks,
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Ul'l T1NGER.—In the Maple Grove church,

Garrett Co., Md , Sister Ella Bitlinger, wire of

Br.). James Bittinger and daughter of J. W,
and Sister Lizzie Broadwater, of the Root Riv-

er church, Fi'lmore Co., Minn., aged 17 years,

6 months and 29 days. Fumral occasion im-

proved by Bro, Jonathan Broadwater, assisted

by Bro. Harvey Fishbaiigbxr, in the home
church of the parents.

Marv S. Broa

DbHAVEN.—At the home of her daughh

near Roanoke, La., July 12, 1807, Sister Car

line DeHaven, aged 71 years, 9 months and 6

days. Deceased was born near Leipsic, Ge

many. Her youthful days were spent i

Montgomery County, Pa , where she marrit

Jonas DeHaven Oct 17, 1843. To them wei

born eight children. Her husband and three

children preceded her to the spirit world.

During her married life she resided in Illinois

Iowa, Kansas, and, since Jan. 19, 1892, made

her home near Roanoke, La. She, early in

life, espoused the cause of Christ, and did

what she could in his blessed name. She was

loved by all who knew her. Funeral services

hy S. A. Honberger, from Rev. 14: 13.

MVRTLK E. SUTPHIN.

HERSHEY.—NearWarrensburg, Mo„ Aug.

6, 1896, Eld. John Hershey. He was born

March 26, 1820, in Adams County, Pa„ m
Gettysburg At the age of twelve years, w

his parents, be moved to Gettysburg, Darke

Co., Ohio. At about the age of twenty-on

with his twin brother, Joseph, united with the

Brethren church, at what is known as the H;

Crer k church. It was, at that time (we think)

under the care of our aged brother, John

Cable. In March, 1845, he was married to

Mary Ullery, who died in January of 1846. To
this union was bom one daughter ('be writer).

In 1848 he was married to Catharine Speice.

Oct. 13, 1849, at the age of thirty years, he was

elected to the ministry. He was advanced to

the second degree of the ministry in 1850, and

ordained to the elder-hip in 1858, which office

he filled, with unflinching zeal, for many years.

Although always in rather feeble health, his

duties in the Master's work were not left un-

done. The last twenty-eight years of his life

were spent near Warrensburg, Johnson Co,
Mo. For some y*ars he lived a retired life,

looking forward to the time when he could

reap the reward of his labors, His aged com-

panion, Catharine Hershey, was born Nov. 25,

1817, near Maytown, Lancaster Co, Pa,, and
died of apoplexy, June 8, 1897, near Warrens-
burg, Mo, Funeral services by Bro. Levi

Mohler. Mary Mohler,

THS C3-OS

The Lord Our Righteou

3'£3t_j ^rr^^^^j.

D. S. N. McCann's new book, " The Lord
Our Righteousness," discusses a great ques-

n an able manner. It is one of the books
destined to make a sensation among Bible

rs, and not one reader of the Mrssfngbk
shuld be without it. Bro. McCann has had
the kindness to dedicate this excellent book to

the Home Mission Fund of the Brethren in

Ba'timore, Md. The object of this fund is to

raise money to build a much-needed house of

worship in that city. The profits from the sale

of this book go 1 1 this fund, so that every book
sold will add to the fund, The work contains

128 pages, is neatly bound in good cloth, and
will prove one of the most interesting books
yet put out by the Brethren. Price, 50 cents
Will be sent post-p.-vd to any part of the Unit-

ed States. Ttrms to Agents, 40 cents each,

prepaid, in lots of three or more. Address all

orders to this office.

"Small Talk about Business,"

A bankers business hints for men and
women. By A. E. Rice. Revised and en-

nakh The

-^OUR x BOOK * TABLE <-

fort

The Church Manual.

lis little work, by Eld H. B. Brumbaugh,
-. iiii>f"ugli information nil the various lop-

ireated, in a concise and comprehensive

Coht . l)e..lar.ni»n of Faith; The Sab-

bath; Lnyalty t

resistance; Ano
Oath; Tempera
Church Govern)

1 the Civil Government; Non-

nting the Sick; On Taking the

ice; Conformity to the World;

aent;The Church Visit; Church
Officers; How to Conduct Chunh Meetings;

Rules for Members in Case of Offenses; Sun-
day Schools; The Prayer Meeting; The Mar-
riage Relation; Burial Service; Family Wor-
ship; Parliamentary Rulings,

PRtcE.—Single copy, post-paid, 15 cents;

per dozen, 51.50. Address this office.

The Holy Ohost and the Holy Angels.

This excellent work, by Eld. Daniel Vani-
man, treats the natute, office and work of the

Holy Ghost in a manner that will prove most
interesting and instructive reading. No one
can r:ad this part of the little book without
being greatly benefited.

Tbe chapter on angels is exceedingly inter-

esting, and will give most of our readers more
information concerning the celestial messen-
gers than they are likely to gather from
any other source within their reach. Th-re is

not a member in the church who ought not to

read this little book, and especially ought the

preachers to read it, and recommend it to their

Price, 25 cents, or 12.40 a dozen, postage or

express paid by us, When ordering by the

dozen, give your express office, as well as your

post-office. The cash should accompany all

"fieri, Address this office,

ey is made by those who do not make mist

Every mistake you make is a toss, to yi

to some one e'se, so the less mistakes you
make, the sooner you wi'l be rich.

How not to make mistakes? It is explained

in the book.

What to do, to be right, in the thousand and
one little emergencies that arise in business

You learn it by the book.

The book is: "Small Talk about Business

It is simple and comprehensive. It tells just

exactly what you want to know.

It is a book for those who have money

It is a book for money-makers.
It is & money-maker.
Elegant cloth binding, gilt stamped; 128

pages. By mail, price, 50 cents. Address this

office,

cn irnc'Ji nrinxTon v.

Los Aiiffelem, CaU— No. 23S South Han

Chii-mjo, III— 183 Thirteenth Place. Set

r* ANNUUN^hMhlNl.r

DISTRICT flEETINOS.

LOVE FEASTS.

mi jy County ohuroh,

.

• ADVERTISEMENTS <

B. L. CARTER, Girard, 111., «88

Dry Goods, Shoes, Etc.

Baltimore City Church.

Well Pleased with the
Song Book.

For 35 cents wc will send a copy of the above
named book and a coupon for same amount
which will be accepted for 35 cents on first or

der of 12 or more books at 83,60 per dozen pre

paid. Address:

Brethren Publishing House,
Mt. Morris, 111

just tlioHumcti

Just tiro same to-day, Ho is just the a

Do You Sing?
If so, have you examined the Brethren Sun-

day School Song Book? It is a well-arrang

and carefully-selected collection <>f songs suii

ble for the Sunday School, Prayer Merling

Social Gathering.

Thousands of them have been sold, and
introduce the book this offer is made to Su

day Si I 1 SupLTihtundenls arid Chorisle

Order a copy, either round or shaped not

accompanied with 35 cents, the retail pri(

and we will send the book and a coupon good

for 35 cents on the first dozen books or

dered at the regular price, $3.60 per dozen pre

paid. Address:

Brethren Publishing House:,

Mt. Morris, 111

Doctrinal Outlines

Is a book of 77 closely-printed pages t

growing in favor wherever it is known. 1

work for ministers, Sunday school workers and

others, containing outlines on the following

Historical, Doctrinal, Missionary, Secret Sod
eties, Homilctics, Revivals, The Sunday School

The Home.
It is highly prized in Smyrna. (See page 41

of MESSENGER.) Order soon, as the number

hand is limited. Price, paper cover 15

ts; cloth, 25 cents, prepaid.

Brethren Publishing House,
Mt. Morris, III.

The Doctrine of the Brethren Defended.

We are admonished by the apostle to give ;

reason to every man of the hope that is in us

Often we are interrogated upon points of

church doctrine on which we cannot give the

iesired information, and would be glad

unow just where to get it. "The Doctrine

the Brethren Defended" contains a compli

exposition of the Faith and Practice of t

Brethren, the Divinity of the Holy Spirit, I:

mersion, Feet-washing, the Lord's Supper, the

Holy Kiss, Non-conformity, Secret Societies,

etc, Price, per copy, cloth binding, $1.25:

minister*, $1.00, Addreis thli office for farther

pirtlctUn concerning tertoi to tfenti,

Our Publications.

Children at Work.—Weekly; well-illustra.

d; contains the Sunday school lesson, with
tplanation, etc., adapted to the understanding
: small children. No better publication can

be found for the little boys and girls of oar
Sunday schools.

The Qospel Messenger.—A large, religious

weekly,—published in the interest of the Breth-
ir German Baptist church and their only

recognized fburch organ. Price, $1.50 per

The Young Dliclple—An illustrated week-
ly for the young. This is one of the most in-

ling Sunday school papers published, and
should be used in all the schools within reach

n.i...

Brethren'* Family Almanac—Every fam-
ily should have this Almanac; complete Id ev-
ery way, Price, per copy, 10 cents; special

s to energetic agents,

spared for all ad-

the 1„™ t»l.
t of the lesson

bis quarterly wethroughout. In preparing this quarterly 1

keep constantly in view the needs oi the
Brotherhood, and aim to fully adapt It to their

iKc

Juvenile Quarterly—Prepared especially

for the intermediate classes. This is one of the
neatest, and best illustrated quarterlies pub-
lished. The pictures are selected with great

care, and every lesson is illustrated. The little

folks are delighted with It,

c.mlM

Sunday School Supplies*.—Wc keep any
thing that is used in Sunday school work,
Write us for prices on goods not adver-

tised here.

Sunday School Reward Card!.—Our stock

of cards is large and presents a variety

in styles and prices so as to please all,

Please send us a trial order and be coa*

".«.'ll"'
,e„..,n...r..»

«»«'»•».'• '»••"< MO. •!••

'"a.lT^lf.1

nne, sl.e BK«6K, . .

•p., .InMX
o»pe, .lie BXxflX,

.

«pe,.lseBHi«i,. . .

>.»-,»«»'«««..«»
jna.o.p. .na sir-ai.ilseailK,. . .

„.x"."".
J am or w> oaaoa.

Other Help*.—We are prepared to famish

Bible Dictionaries, Commentaries, Maps, and

Bibles of every description, Alwayi write

before ordering elsewhere.

When ordering cards be sire to glre aim*

her and price as well as the aame, io that thcra

may bi ao mistake,
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HOMESEEKERS'

EXCURSION
To North Dakota

!

Aug. 3 and 17, Sept. 7 and 21,

The Oreat Northern Kailway

'ill sell Tickets to Northern Minnesota

North Dakota points, including the

Cando Branch to the Turtle

One Fare "for the

Round Trip

From St. Paul and Minneapolis plus S2.00,

tickets good for 21 days frnm.dale of sale, and

good for return any time within limit. This

will enable parties to visit the Brethren settle-

ment m North Dakota just as harvest begins.

Those wishing to go on the excursion can

get further particulars by addressing

MAX BASS,

320 S. Clark St. Chicago, 111.

farm FgHj^Lt jss^saa'sfffi

iii.ack sii.K w.vrni c ii.iivn »z: v.\i... rn',',ni;;

Windsor
European Hotel,

TRIBUNE BLOCK,

145 to 153 Dearborn St. S. Gregsten, Prop

OHIOAQO, ILL.

This is a Time Win

...MONEY IS SCARCE...

Yet Sunday School Teachers, and others,

in need of a good Bible for

Practical Use,

...BUT...

A GOOD TEACHERS BIBLE

Our No, 144, well-bound,

edge, Oxford Coi

ance and Helps,

out the illu:

make so many boo!

cimiliersniii<j,L!iikl L-tlp

nd side title, publishers' price, S4.00, which \

'ill send prepaid to any express office

...FOR $2.05...

The book is no cheap reprint, but ha:

paper, clear print, ?nd will render ex

service for the money.

Address your orders to

s
'

(Cut this out and send it i

A TRIAL OFFER
,

Brethren Publishing House,

Ml. Morris, III.,—

Enclosedfind f„r _ „,„„,/„ siibscriplio

to the GOSPEL MESSENGER, to be sail to the following addres

The subscription is to begin with the current number.

WRITE PLAINLY.

The above is the reading matter on one side of our trial offer slip which we are send
ing out tree to any one who will solicit trial subscriptions. Drop us a card if you wish t(

help the work along.

One Fare, plus $2, for the
Round Trip

!

Visit Central North Dakota!

Inspect the Harvest!

Secure a Home!

...HOMESEEKERS'...

EXCURSIONS
August 3 and 17.

September 7 and 21

Northern Pacific Railway

O. "W. MOTT,

WM. H. PHIPPS,

FROM DARKNESS 2."'™

JUNIATA BIBLE LECTURES.

WONDERFUL l*l!ZTll',
get sample, or ten cents Tor one t

es lor twenty-five centa.

a mill soiling t

l(lM\1KlilKW i

Do You Want Fine Stock?

QPSend for our prices on printed matter of

any kind, We guarantee satisfaction in price

and quality. Write ug|

REPORT

ANNUAL MEETING

!

The last Animal Meeting being

exceedingly interesting, by reason

of the many important topics dis-

cussed, all our members should

have a copy of the Report. Send

your order to-day ! Price, 25 cts.

per copy, or $2.60 per dozen.

Address this office.

The Old Testament as Related to

the New Testament and

Christ in Both.

ncludlng the Lord's Supper, t

Cap Goods.

Plattsburg College.

FARjsiNjDAHO.^Sei;;;,;'

NEBRASKAI«H
tUK llll which is unsurpassed l'"f

iftniTl riclm.-svi.ndis.-asilyculli-

IANIK ^«™°" ThaUs

are cheap now. Send for a pamphlet
dpscriliinff Nfbraska, mailed
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Spain and Peru have completed a treaty whereby

all questions of dispute between them shall be sub-

mitted to arbitration. This was hardly to have

been expected, as neither of the governments have

ascended the scale of civilization far enough to be

of any special credit to them. Spain, however, is

venerable with age, but is not as wise as she is old.

Peru has a remarkable history. At one time, in the

remote past, she was rich and far advanced in civil-

ization, and her people had some knowledge of the

arts and sciences. But her glory has long since de-

parted. She is now low in the scale of civilization.

Catholicism is her curse. Here that religion pre-

dominates, as well as it does in Spain, and with

such an impediment, no nation can rise. And
while we deplore all this, we are nevertheless glad

to be able to note the advance step taken in. the

way of the arbitration treaty.

In his paper in the North American Review for

May, W. S. Howard says there are nearly five and a

half million men in the United States belonging to

secret orders, which means one man out of every

and that, during the last year, S47S.ooo,oco was
paid out for beneficences. He thinks they are do-

ing some good, but adds, when speaking of the

evils, "No human gauge can measure the sorrow
that comes to some families through the too close

attention of the husband and father to the lodge

room." Here is perhaps evil enough to condemn
the whole secret order system. The sorrow it

brings to families more than outweighs all the good
resulting from the beneficence, Putting together

the money, necessary to pay these beneficences,

and that required for hall rents and expenses, sal-

aries for offices and personal enjoyment, we should

judge that it costs not far from one billion dollars a

year to keep up the secret orders in the United

States, and all this is principally for the benefit and

enjoyment of the men, separate and apart from

their families. The only way in which benefits

may reach the other members of the families is

through the beneficences. This is

sum of money to pay for purely selfish institut

It is always gratifying to have the younger set a

good example for the older, and this we now have
in the recent conduct of Hawaii and Japan, the two

youngest additions to the nation of civilization, in

the way of settling a dispute by arbitration. We
say this is a good example for the much older gov-

ernments of Europe. Some time ago the govern-

ment of Hawaii proposed to the government of Ja-

pan that the matter of dispute between them be left

to arbitration. This proposition, we learn, Japan
has accepted. It is a triumph for peace principles

that will be hailed with joy in all parts of the civil-

ized world. It is not many years ago that Hawaii
was known as the abode of savages, and most of

our readers can remember the time when Japan was
looked upon as a nation of barbarians. And now,
to see these two governments resort to arbitration,

ji settling their differences, is peculiarly gratifying,

indeed, and ought to put ail of Europe to open
shame,

But concerning a more detailed account of the

cost of these orders, the writer says: "There are

many elevating and ennobling elements in these

fraternities, but the broad, rich acres of man's self-

ishness are nowhere more carefully fertilized, tend-

ed, tilled, and reaped than in the lodge room. It

would all but revolutionize a large section of Amer-
ican society if the wives and growingup daughters

of the households of the men who belong to these

organizations should insist on their right to spend

for their own adornment or their own personal

pleasure, dollar for dollar spent by husband or

brother for dues and initiations, for regalia and

uniforms and swords, for plumes and banners and

banquets. In the great majority of cases the

amount of money paid out for the actual expenses

of the lodge, as the dues of the order, is not great;

it is in the field of personal gratification that the

vast, unaccounted-for sum is expended. It is prob-

able that, for mere personal gratification, aside

from any real or imaginary benefits, the members

of the various secret organizations in the United

States will spend annually in banquets, railroad

and traveling expenses, costly gifts to retiring offi

cers, testimonials, elaborate uniforms, and ran

swords not less than two hundred and fifty million:

of dollars, and this is allowing but fifty dollars 2

year as an average for the delightful, but probably

wholly unnecessary, expenses connected with the

fraternities. It is quite likely the sum is consid-

erably more than this."

On the nth of July Prof. Andree left Spitsber-

gen, an island far to the north of Norway, in his

great balloon, for the North Pole. He was ace

panied by one companion. The balloon was

equipped for the purpose, and provisions for

eral months. The bold projector felt confident

that it would float for many months. When it left

terra firm* it floated off to the North at the rate of

twenty miles to the hour. Since then it has not

been heard from. Prof Andree's plan was to pass

over the North Pole, take such observations as he

could, and finally land somewhere in Alaska. This

he would do if the winds should prove favorable.

If not, he is prepared to run the risk and land

somewhere else. At this season of the year there

is no night at the North Pole, and in case the bal-

loon floated as the Professor anticipated, he may
have passed over the pole ere this, and is the first

d only man who ever had the good fortune to see

that part of the globe, and that, too, to good advan-

tage. But his friends feel very uneasy about him.

A balloon voyage is a very uncertain thing, and pos-

sibly the bold adventurer may never be heard

again. Still one cannot tell. We must wait,

and may have to be in suspense a year or more,

before his fate will be known, and then he may
up inside of a few weeks.

Some very injudicious newspapers in England are

predicting the greatest war of modern times, be-

en the United States and Great Britain, on ac-

nt of the seal controversy, growing out of the

Behring Sea affair. Some years ago the two gov-

ernments entered into an arrangement for the pro-

tection of the seals in the waters of the Northwest,

id both were to give the work a certain amount of

tention. But it seems that England has been

electing her part, and, as a result, the seals are

being rapidly exterminated, It is said that, not

since, General Sherman, our able Secretary of

State, called England's attention to this neglect in

language somewhat more vigorous than diplomatic,

and that is what has hurt the feelings of the proud

Briton. It is unfortunate that ill feelings should

exist between this and the mother country, but we
think it hardly possible that war is likely to result

from such a trifling affair, And yet the injudicious

use of words is just what often paves the way to

the most serious troubles. We see this demonstrat-

ed in churches and neighborhoods, as well as

among the nations of earth. A statesman, who can

clothe his thoughts in the most approved forms of

language, is a blessing to the world, and, perhaps,

not more so than the member of the church whose

speech is always seasoned with grace. Words
coming from such persons seldom lead to trouble.

Matters are not in as bad condition as some writers

would have us believe, for late reports indicate that

the two governments have reached an understand-

ing satisfactory to all parties, and that the affairs of

State will again move along smoothly as heretofore.

,IU,l,,lHA petroleum boat, affording

for fifty passengers, is soon to commence regular

trips between Jericho, on the Jordan, and Kerak, a

place of some importance near the southeastern

coast of the Dead Sea. The boat is also to be

used as a tug for other vessels, carrying freight be-

tween the two points. Thus the Salt Sea is to be

utilized for commercial purposes, and it may not

be long until this long forsaken body of water may

be dotted with a number of sailing crafts. How it

was in the time of Lot we cannot tell. It is gen-

erally believed that the waters of the Dead Sea

were never disturbed by vessels until within recent

years. This may be true, and then it may not. In

the time of Lot and Abraham there were cities of

considerable size on the plains, probably to the

south of where the Sea now is, and these cities

may have done a good deal of business, and for

aught we know, may have had a number of sailing

crafts on the inland sea. But some think that the

sea was not formed until the destruction of Sodom

and Gomorrah. Of this there is no proof, and then

it is not probable. It is more than likely that the

Dead Sea is as old as the human race, and will al-

ways remain one of the most remarkable bodies

of water on the face of the earth. It is about

14 miles wide, 45 miles long, is 1,300 feet deep, and

1,300 feet below the level of the Mediterranean Sea,

some fifty miles to the west,
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SUMMER CLOUDS.

Far in the norlh, a thousand clouds .

Like distant city spires

Loom o'er the blue horizon's bounds

To greet the sunrise fires.

White temples seem the clouds until

They gleam in crimson hue;

Then gilded, burnished domes they rise

Against the vaulted blue,

O vision of a city far

Whose «pires are pearly-white;

O thoughts, unspoken, of a world

That knowetb not of nightl

Now, o'er the swaying branches, rise

The snowbanks of the sky-
No longer spires as they mount up

The azure dome on high.

Up, up, they rise, with snowy wings

Against the summer wind,

Pearl-white, against the blue of sky,

And gold and silver lined.

They sail the sky until they meet

The south horizon's bounds;

Then linger there against the light

Great gold and crimson mounds.

A distant city as Ibey stand

With temples lifted high—
Pearl temples, while and pure and bright,

That pierce the evening sky.

Morrill, Kirns,

"A KEENER SPIRITUAL DISCERNMENT."

In No. 25, of the Gospel Messenger, I noticed in

the article, " Does Gjd Expect More of a Minister

than of a Lay-member? " the following statement:

" As a rule, the minister is nrnre talented and has a

keener spiritual discernment than the lay-member,

and where this is the case, God expects more of

him than of the lay member. ' Fur unto whomso-

ever much is given, of him shall much be required.'

Luke 12: <<8
"

My mind was drawn mo*e especially to the

words " keener spiritual discernment," and the

question that presented itself to me was, if he has

a keener spiritual discernment, why is this so?

Probably there are sundry ways in which this

question can be answered, but I have learned from

experience that a diligent and persistent study of

the Scriptures, and a constant meditation on the

same is one important factor in the enhancement

of a minister's spiritual discernment. I sometimes

fear that to this cause alone much of the retarding

of spiritual growth, in Christians, is to be ascribed.

The command is plain, and comes direct from
Christ, "Search the Scriptures; for in them ye
think ye have eternal life: and they are they which
testify of me." John 5: 39. Again Paul says,

" Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all

wisdom," Col. 3: 16, and "Whatsoever things were
written aforetime were written for our learning,

that we, through patience and comfort of the Scrip-

tures, might have hope." Rom. 15: 4. Also read

Isa. 34: 10; 2 Tim. 2: 15; Prov. 4: 13

By a careful study of the Scriptures,' we not only

gain a fuller knowledge of its teachings, but our
souls are brought nearer to God and our joy be-

comes greater in communion with him. Divine
truth is intended to do far more than furnish our
minds with right views. " It is, through the grace
of God, the means of sanctifying our hearts, and,

when brought home to the conscience by the Spir-

it, and apprehended by faith, it never fails to pro-

duce this effect."

This study of the Scriptures has always been the

practice of pious men. Timothy had known the

Scriptures from a child. 2 Tim. 3: 15. It appears
from Psalm 119 that David was continually study-
ing the Scriptures; and he says of the righti

man, " His delight is in the law of the Lord, and in

his law doth he meditate day and night." Psa. 1:

2. A study of the Scriptures will bring us real hap-

piness. The Thessilonians received the word

preached to them "with joy of the Holy Ghost."

The Word of Christ will often cause our hearts, like

those of the disciples going to Kmmaus, to burn

iin us. Christ says, " Blessed are they that

hear the word of God, and keep it." Luke 11: 28.

It ts my earnest prayer that not only the Christian

ministry may "study to show" themselves "ap-

proved unto God," but the laity as well, for it is

largely by this means that " the inward man is re-

:wed day by day" 2 Cor 4: 16.

Let us not live in the neglect of such an urgent

Christian duty. O, that this keener spiritual dis-

ment, obtained through a close study of God's

Word, were characteristic of all who call themselves

Christians! The Bible is the only unerring stan-

dard of religious truth, the source of all religious

knowledge and joyl It has "God for its author,

salvation for its end, and truth without any mixture

>f error for its contents."

Elderton, Pa.
_

HOW TO CRIPPLE THE WORK OF THE CHURCH.

BY A. FLORY.

Sometimes churches are misrepresented. This is

rue of the church at " Sardis." Rev. 3: 1. John,

n writing to this church, says: "Thou hast a name

hat thou art alive, and art dead."

By whom this report was circulated is not re-

vealed in the Bible. It could not have been by the

few that had " not defiled their garments," conse-

quently it rests with the majority side, This

church had lost all power for good. In this sense

e was dead. Notwithstanding, she still existed

a congregation of members.

A few loyal members can not control a church

when the majority are determined to have their

way. It is impossible. This may bi

dition into whic

Sometimes w
g in a prospe

this may be a

however. It is

thy with the work 1

hes have fallen,

reports of Sunday schools be-

epresentation,—not purposely,

tse the writers a<e in sympa-

it is being done. Some of our

Sunday schools may be conducted by brethren who
not give due attention to the order of the

church in Christian attire. This is not as it should

n a sister expect her little daughter to be-

come a plain member of the church, when her Sun-

day school teacher is but one step behind the most

fashionable? Dear brother, how can you hope that

your little son will ever be a light to the world,

when the superintendent of your Sunday school

can not be distinguished from the world by his gen-

eral appearance?

If this kind of progress does not cripple the work
of the church, then all danger is forever past. We
can march along in perfect safety. There may be

other ways to cripple it, but none more fatal than

this one, from the fact that some of the greatest

woes are pronounced upon the proud and the

haughty. Isa. 3: 1; Mai. 4: I.

This dangerous element is rapidly on the in

crease. If a halt is not called, some churches may
soon lose all their influence for good, or, as the

revelator puts it,
—

" spewed out of his mouth."

Ftiedens, Va.
_

MEAT IN DUE SEASON.

Let it be suggested that the creation of the liter-

al heavens and the earth (Gen, 1) was a shadow of

the new creation, or regeneration of mankind.

The human mind, like the primary earth, is in a

dark and chaotic condition, until the Spirit of God
moves upon the face of the waters, or the hearts of

the people. [Waters represent peoples,—Rev. 17:

15,] And he says: " Let there be light."

The darkness represents the lost condition of the

unsaved, Hence the apostle says; " If our Gospel

be hid, it is hid to them that are lost " [not to be

"lost, eternally lost," but to be found by him who
came to seek and to save the lost]: " in whom the

god of this world hath [for the presentj blinded

the minds of them which believe not, lest the light

of the glorious Gospel of Christ, who is the image

of God, should shine unto them. . . For God,

who [at the first] commanded the light to shine

out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give

the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in

the face of Jesus Christ." 2 Cor. 3: 3-6.

This linking of the causing of light in the old

creation with the giving of light in regeneration,

clearly makes the former the type or picture of the

latter. And that the work, which has begun in the

minds of the first fruits, is to go on until all shall be

enlightened and know the Lord, from the least un-

to the greatest, is clearly taught in the Scriptures.

(John 1:9) "And this is life eternal, that they

might know thee, the only true God, and Jesus

Christ whom thou hast sent." J ho 17: 3. When
all have the life of Christ, which is the light of

men (John 1:4), none will be dead, and none shall

be in the dark, or lost condition, and the new crea-

tion fhall be complete, and God shall be all in all.

1 Cor. 15: 2S.

The regeneration of the human family seems

clearly illustrated by the history of Adam and Eve,

Paul shows that Adam was a type of Christ, who is

therefore called " the last Adam," the " second

man,'' I Cor. 15: 45-47 But for their relation as

type and antitype, the respective heads of the nat-

ural and the spiritual race of man, Christ could not

have been " the second man." Adam, being the

first of the old creation, was therefore the seed, the

head and embodiment—the whole—of mankind on

the natural plane ; and he was therefore " the figure

of him that was to come " (Rom. 5: 14),—the Seed,

the Head and embodiment of mankind on the

higher plane, according to the law of regeneration.

" First the natural [animal], and afterward the

spiritual" is God's revealed order, "And as we

have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also

bear the image of the heavenly." 1 Cor. 15: 46-48.

It is a blessed truth that every human being is, in

God's purpose and plan, vitally related to both Ad-

am and Christ. When God created Adam he cre-

ated the whole race, and from him all are generat-

ed; and when Christ became the second man, the

head of the new creation, he, as fully as the first

man, represented all mankind, and from him all can

be regenerated. " Ye must be born again."

The two heads, Adam and Christ, type and anti-

type, were both alone for a time. The race was la-

tent or undeveloped in Adam. And the Lord said:

" It is not good for man to be alone." Adam slept,

and from his opened side, the Lord made him a

wife. The two were one, and by this pair, after the

marriage, the race, created in Adam, began to be

generated. The relation of things shows that, as

Adam was a type of Christ, so Eve was a type of

the church of Christ; the marriage of the first pair,

a type of the marriage of the Lamb, and the gener-

ation of the race, a type of the regeneration of the

race. Only thus could the full import of the two

Adams be manifested.

Of himself, Jesus said: " Except a corn of wheat

fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone; but

if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit." John 12: 24-

And just how much fruit, is shown in the context:

" And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw

all men unto me." Verss 32. The deep sleep of

Adam represents the death of Christ; the creation

of the wife, the work of the Gospel age in develop-

ing the church; and then follows the marriage,

when the chaste virgin becomes the bride.

After the marriage, God said to the first pair:

"Be fruitful .... and have dominion." Paul

quotes the language of Adam concerning himself

and his wife, and applies it to the relation of Christ

and the church—clearly showing that the former

was a type of the latter. (Gen. 2: 23, 24; Eph. 5 :

30, 31.) And the New Testament plainly shows

that the joint reign of Christ and the saints, and
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regeneration and blessing of the nations are

the coming of the Bridegroom and the mar-

riage.
(Matt. 25: 1-10, 31; 19: 28; Col. 3: 4; 2 Tim.

,. iz; Rev. 2: 26 and 3: 21.)

Some admit all here claimed as to Adam and

Eve being typical, except that the generation of

mankind after the marriage is a foreshadowing of

the regeneration of the race after the marriage of

the Lamb. They admit that the church will be the

bride, the Lamb's wife, but deny that she will be

the spiritual mother of the nations. And why?

Because they see that the idea of father and moth-

ivolves the impartation of their own nature to

offspring; and they have a theory that the na-

> saved after the marriage will never have the

tual nature of Christ and the church. They

think they will only be made like the 6rst Adam;

but the word teaches that all shall be made alive in

Christ, and the second Adam must give his own na-

,
as the first Adam gave his; and the wife, in

both cases, is the mother. The natural order is

based on the spiritual. By offspring the true one-

ness of husband and wife is proved.

ow blessed it is to see that the plan of salva-

tion does not end at the coming of the Lord and

marriage of the Lamb! In explaining the para-

ble of the tares and the wheat, just where so many
: nothing but darkness for the world, our Lord

gives the key of hope; because, "Then shall the

righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of

r Father." Matt. 13: 43. This shining to give

light to the nations is clearly the work of the New
Jerusalem after the- marriage of the Lamb, when

"The Spirit and the bride shall say, Come," (Rev.

21 and 22.) And its gates will ever be open to re-

ceive the penitent returning home.

ABRAHAM, SARAH AND HAGAR,

In Galatians 4: 21-26, we learn that the things

concerning Abraham and his two wives and their

children, are an allegory of some important feat

ures of God's plan. Paul here gives a key truth

Abraham, "the father of the" faithful," clearly rep-

resents God the Father, and his two wives repre-

sent the two covenants—two systems by which

God deals with the children of men. Paul expl;

that Hagar, the bondwoman, by whom Abraham
had his first son, represents the legal dispensation

and answereth to ihe earthly Jerusalem, which is ir

bondage with her children: and that Sarah, tht

free woman, the mother of Isaac, represents the Je

rusalem which is above—the spiritual mother prin

ciplc of God's economy. The first is according to

the law, the second is by promise. Here, as al

ways it is, " First the natural, afterward the spiritu

al."

The principle involved in this allegory is general
ly seen, more or less clearly, by Christian people;
but it is of greater importance than many think
It is generally admitted that "cast out the bond-
woman and her son," was antitypically applied in

the rejection of the Jewish people, But while it is

true that " the son of the bondwoman shall not be
heir with the son of the freewoman," still great

blessing is in store for that rejected people, accord-
ing to the prophecies, and it is indicated by the ex-

perience of Hagar. (Gen. 21.)

The sending away of Hagar and her child is a
sad scene (Vs. 14-16), and is a forcible picture of
Israel in her desolation. When her limited supply
of water was spent, Hagar cast the child under a

shrub, and sat down a good ways off, and wept,

—

not willing to see the death of the child. But
while God had said, " In Isaac shall thy seed be
called," he had also promised to make a nation of
the bondson, he also being Abraham's seed. (Vs.
12

<
r 3.) This shows that the seed of God has two

phases.

|n harmony with his promise, " God heard the
y°ice of the lad," and the angel said to Hagar,
"Fear not.

. . Arise, lift up the lad, . . for I

Wl" make him a great nation." "And God opened
fter eyes, and she saw a well of water, . . and
gave the lad to drink." This is a grand foregleam
°* the time when "all Israel [cast off for rejecting
Chr'st] shall be saved." Rom. 11: 26. Their eyes
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shall be opened, and they shall partake of the Wa-
ter of Life freely.

While the natural seed is to be blessed, as we
lave seen, the blessing comes through the spiritual

eed. Isaac was the only son of Abraham by his

vife Sarah; and Jesus is the only begotten Son of

God by the heavenly system, or covenant, of which

Sarah was the type. Both Isaac and Jesus were

children of promise, and miraculously produced

(Gen. 18: 9-14 and Matt. 1: 20), and the former was
a personal type of the latter. (Gal. 3: 16.) This

truth is generally admitted by Christians.

Abraham offered his son Isaac a typical sacri-

fice, and on the journey to Mount Moriah he was,

until the third day, typically under the dominion of

death. (Gen. 22: 4.) So God gave his Son, Jesus,

up to death, and he was under its power until the

third day. Abraham saw the resurrection power,

and received Isaac from the dead " in figure."

—

Heb. 11: 19 And Jesus rose the third day, ac-

cording to the Scriptures—just such Scriptures as

we are considering.

The next thing after the resurrection, in both

cases, is getting a wife. For the history of the typi-

cal case see Gen. 24. Neither Isaac nor Christ

finds his own wife. In the antitype the Holy Spirit

is sent from the Father in Christ's name, and he

brings the elect church to Christ. So Eliezer

resents the Holy Spirit, and Rebekah represents

the church.

Election is made prominent in this matter. The
woman does not seek the man, but she is found,

wooed, and won, No one can come to Christ

cept he is drawn. (John 6: 44.) The election is of

God (1 Thess. 1: 4), and yet the acceptance of the

invitation is voluntary. (Gen, 24: 8.)

It is interesting to read the account of Eliezer's

journey to the city of Nahor, Abraham's brother,

and to observe the servant's method of proceeding,

according to the simple and primitive customs of

the people, Eliezer met Rebekah, the pure and

very fair virgin, at the well, where she had come to

draw water, and gave her out of his master's treas-

ures an " ear-ring " (or, rather, "a jewel for the

forehead,"— margin) and "two bracelets for her

hands." These were the "earnest" of what she

would have as Isaac's wife. So the Holy Spirit

met the virgin church on the day of Pentecost,

(she having come to draw the Water of Life), and

gave her the " earnest " of her inheritance as the

bride of, and, therefore, " joint-heir with Christ."—

Eph. 1: 13, 14, and Rom. 8: 14-17. Both head and

hands were adorned, both in type and antitype.

The inducement held out to Rebekah was very

great. Abraham was very rich, and Isaac, his only

son by the free woman, was his heir. By becoming

Isaac's wife, all would be hers. So God has infinite

treasure, and Jesus, the only begotten Son, by the

spiritual Covenant, is the Heir. He said: " All

things that the Father hath are minel" The

Spirit takes of the things of Christ and reveals

them to the church (John 16: 13-15); and, by the

apostle, says to the church: " All things are

yours" (1 Cor. 3: 21-23), and "if children, then

heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ."—

Rom. 8: 17. Whatever is promised to Christ is al-

so promised to his bride. What grand induce-

ments!—not merely to be saved, but to share in the

glory of his home and triumphant reign. Blessed

election, and grand results, not only on her, but on

others through her!

The urgency of the Spirit's work in dealing with

called ones is illustrated by Eliezer's zeal. He
would not rest until he had told his errand, and ob-

tained full consent. Then he ''brought forth jew-

els of silver, jewels of gold, and raiment, and gave

them to Rebekah." She needed nothing of her

own, but was clothed and made rich from the

things of Abraham.

So in the antitype. The church needs nothing

of her own old conditions, but is enriched by the

jewels of truth, and clothed with the garment of his

righteousness. (Col, 2: 10; 1 Cor, 1: 30, 31; Rev,

19:8.)
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After the engagement, "They did eat and drink

. and tarried all night," and in the morning Re-

bekah was conducted away to meet her husband,

So, since the espousal at Pentecost, the church has

had a long, dark night of waiting for the day dawn,
(Rom. 13: 12; 2 Pet. z: 19), and for her absent

loved One, her Lord, and coming Bridegroom,

(Matt. 25: 1-10; 1 Thess. 1: 10); and then, very ear-

ly in the morning of the millennial day, she is

caught away to meet him, and to be forever with

htm in his glory.

But an important decision must be made by the

prospective bride. Friends, home, and old associa-

tions would hold Rebekah back, and she must de-

cide. Her friends said: "Wilt thou go with this

man?" This was a critical moment in her life,

How could she decide to leave all her home friends

and early associations, to be the wife of him she

had never seen? It was the knowledge of the

truth that enabled her, She had heard of Isaac;

she had substantial evidence of his honor and
wealth; and, though not having seen him, she loved

him; and she answered: " I will go."

So earthly friends, material success, and human
associations would hinder the church from being

wholly the Lord's. To live for earth and self is

most natural. Why should she devote her life and
energies to Christ and the good of others? She
has never seen Christ. Ah! the knowledge of the

truth controls her, and leads to her choice of him.

She has heard great and good things of him. She
has satisfactory evidence of his wealth, honor, pow-

er and love. He has spoken to her inmost heart,

and though absent and unseen, she loves him (1 Pet.

1:8), and, like Rebekah, her decision is: "I will

go-"

Rebekah went out by faith until Eliezer brought

her to Isaac, but he came out to meet her on the

way. (Vs. 63, 64 ) What an interesting and joy-

ous meetingl Isaac then escorted her into his

mother's tent, and she became his beloved wife.

(Verse 67 ) This represents the things connected

with the Lord's coming to meet his church, and

the marriage of the Lamb. She did not go all the

way before she met Isaac; neither did he go all the

way to bring her home; neither when they met did

she escort him back to her old home; but they met

in the open field, and she went with him to her new
home in the place prepared for her.

According to the analogy of the case, it is the

province of the Holy Spirit to bring the church up

to the condition of Christ and the place of their

meeting. Christ does not come to the earth nor

earthly conditions to live with his bride. Neither

does he come to the earth to take her to his home
in the heavens. Nor does the Holy Spirit bring

the church to the third heaven to be with Christ.

But he comes part way, and she goes part way un-

der the Spirit's guidance, and they meet "in Ihe

air," at the Lord's coming, the second time, and

Christ himself conducts her into the heavenly man-

sions, or the prepared place, (John 14: 1-3; 1

Thess. 4: 17.)

Taking Rebekah into the mother's tent clearly

prefigures the exaltation of the virgin church to

the New Jerusalem, or "mother" position. That

position was held typically by Sarah, the free wom-
an, Isaac's mother, as long as she lived. We have

seen Paul's explanation in Gal. 4: 22-26. She

stood for the New Covenant, the New Jerusalem

system,—'the mother of us all*' The "us all"

here evidently refers only to the church—as typi-

fied by Isaac and Rebekah. Sarah was Rebekah's

mother, because she was Isaac's mother—because

marriage made them one. So the heavenly Jerusa-

lem system, represented by Sarah, is our mother

—

the mother of the church, because it is the mother

of Christ, the antitypical Isaac. Our union with

Christ secures this.

Thus the position of Sarah, the mother, falls to

Rebekah, the daughter;—by union (marriage) with

Christ the Son, the church—the daughter of the

heavenly Jerusalem—is exalted to the New Jerusa-

lem state (represented by the mother's tent) and

becomes the spiritual mother of the race of man-
that is, In the regeneration.
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This truth is typically expressed in the words of

Rebekah'a friends: " Be thou the mother of thou-

sands of millions." Verse 60. Whoever can apply

this spiritually to the future work of the church, as

the Bride of Christ, blessing and regenerating the

nations, will thereby have a glimpse of the great-

ness of God's plan of salvation.

Who can fail to see, in the history of Abraham,

Isaac, and Rebekah, a picture of several important

features of God's great plan?—the Fatherhood of

God, the Sonship of Christ, the Spirit's work in

calling the church and bringing her to Christ, the

coming of the Bridegroom, to receive her unto

himself and esrort her to her heavenly home, the

marriage of the Lamb, and last, but not least, the

regeneration of the race a ter the marriage? As

generation is the legitimate result of marriage, and

the highest earthly glory of the married pair con-

sists in giving their own life and nature to their off-

spring; and as it is God's plan to represent ihe

great spiritual facts by natural things; we may safe-

ly conclude that giving to the nations, or the world

of men, th» spiritual nature of Christ and his Bride

will be the necessary cons, quence and glory of the

marriage of the Lamb. And to this all the teach-

ings of the Gospel, in pictuie and in fact, agree.

The same kind of Water of Life which Christ gives

to the believer in the Gospel ag^, as " a well of wa-

ter" (John 4: 14), after the marriage of the Lamb
is said to fljw as a "river of Water of Life," and

the Bride (with the Spi'it) extends the invitation

to " whosoever will " to come and d ink of the Wa-
ter of Life freely. (Rev. 2z\ 17) Then the plan

of salvation must reach beyond the coming of the

Biidegroom and the marriage of the Lamb, because

till then there is no bride And as the Water of Life

(the Gospel truth) produces a spiritual result now,

it must produce a spiritual result then. Oh! that

more and more of the children of men may be glad

and repice in the fullness and glory of God's un-

limited plan of salvation for mankind.

T^ira GOSPEL JVLjKSSEnsrO^K.

ce to face with God in the closet, brings down the

1 of anointing, fanning into a living flame the

words of the faithful teacher. Without this self-de

nial and self-consecration to Christ, he must fail to

before his class, clothed with the glory and

of unction; with it, truth comes from his lips

like " water from a medicated cup which communi-

cates its flavor to the liquid."

The teacher can know when he has the aid of

iction, for it is something which is felt. It is an

experience. It may be very unequal in two teach-

of equal piety, but it is so closely related to

true vital piety, that it can not be entirely wanting
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No. ) —Helps and Hindrances.

From what has been said in former talks, we
have learned that a teacher or preacher does not

secure the aid of unction by Mtting still and wait-

ing for it. Neither can it be secured by mere out-

ward effort. Outward effort is indispensable, but

unction comes from within—from the hidden life of

God in the soul. It is dependent on the divine for-

ces acting through the impulses of the soul, its in-

fluences permeating and qjickening the entire man.

Unction, moreover, is a gift that exhausts itself,

and is lost, if the sacred inward flame be not re-

newed and kept burning by fresh supplies of the

anointing oil. Among the helps by which the

flame may be kept burning, are self-denial, self-cru-

cifixion, self consecration, prayer and penitence.

Outwardly, by means of his office, the teacher is

consecrated to the service of the Lord.

On this account he may be less likely to detect

self-love in the form of pride and ambition creep-

ing into his heart and gradually becoming the con-

trolling forces of his inner life. Lack of watchful-

ness, together with the frequent recurrence of his

sacred work, may cause it also to degenerate into

mere professionalism. Unconsciously he reads,

meditates, and even prays with a view only to oth-

ers, and its effect on others. The feeling of his

personal relation to God is lost sight of, and with it

unction is also lost. Here self-denial and self-cru-

cifixion, in their reflex power, will prove valuable

helps. Rightly employed, these, together with se-

cret prayer, can not fail to open the way to a vivid

sense of spiritual realities, and lift the soul of the

teacher above the control of the low motives of po-

sition and popularity. Jesus was praying (Luke 9:

23) when " his face shone as the sun." (Matt. 17:

2) and it was after Moses was with the Lord in the

Mount, that his face shone with a glory such that

Israel could not steadfastly look on it. So, to come

artific

degn
f these

nat-

10 worldly,

nalysis too

1 Christian teaching. There is

thod of obtaining unction, but there

by which a teacher of otherwise a gooc

piety, may keep without it While sor

rather obstacles, may be said

ural, the major part of them are obstach

habit. Among the more prominei

named, attempts to be witty, language t

tone too dictatorial and overbearing, 2

rict and close, and a style so thoroughly literary

; to make it too stiff and compact. These, and

milar habits, invariably put a check upon the out-

gush of the religious sympathies of teachers and

preachers, to such an extent as to neutralize, in no

U degree, the power of the truth uttered; and

i grieve the Holy Spirit, whereby all teaching

and preaching must be sanctified before it can be of

1 conclusion of these talks, allow me to say that

it is to be feared that too many of us do not have a

strong and clear conception of the magnitude and

holy dignity of our work. We do not fully realize

that teaching is testifying; that it offers to those

taught not so much the things reasoned out as the

things given us. " Such as I have give I thee," was

apostolic teaching. The fact that I have some-

thing like the Gospel, or about the Gospel in my
head, does not make me a teacher or preacher,

teaches only as his teaching is a part of him-

-as his person is a living embodiment, and

bodies forth to those taught the Christ-like nature.

That our teaching and preaching may be such, let

ind pray for the " Unction from the Holy

One."

THE PULPIT, THE TRIBUNE, AND THE STAGE.

No. 3.—The Stage.

Webster defines the stage as " the floor for

performances; hence the theatre; the playh

hence also the profession of representing d

mpositions; the drama, as acted and exhibited."

From the above we see that the word stage em-

braces a wide scope, representing about everything

offered to entertain or amuse. It occupies a dis-

tinct field for presenting human thought and action,

and has about as much in common with the pulpit

and the tribune, as Satan has things in common with

the Lord, when the former quotes the words of the

latter.

As good and sensible people delight to congre-

gate before the pulpit and the tribune, to be edified

and instructed, so the foolish are anxious to meet

Ever since the days of Cain there have been good

and bad people in the world, unless there was an

interim during the time of the flood, but the whole

universe does seem to have its opposites,—a God
and a Satan, a heaven and a hell, a pulpit and a

stage. Even in the garden of Eden, where the

Lord was " walking in the cool of the day," there

lurked the serpent, " more subtile than any other

beast of the field." In the very midst of the gar-

den, there was the tree with the forbidden fruit, be-

side the tree of life, showing that, while we may be

close to an evil, we should not partake of it, We
need not wonder, then, that, in almost every town

and city where church spirea point heavenward,

and pulpits are numerous, there also are the thea-

moretres which lead hellward, and theatre-goer:

numerous than church goers.

It should not appear sUange, then, when we ac-

knowledge the depravity of human nature, that we
may see the same persons attend both the church

and the theatre, as others attend the church and

the saloon, but it does look incongruous to see the

leader of an orchestra direct the music in the thea-

tre each evening during the week, and on Sunday

direct the music in some popular church, but is it

more incongruous than for a member of our church

to direct dramatic performances during the week

and on Sunday teach a class in Sunday school, or

even act as superintendent?

We do not blame the music director for coming

into the church; it is the nature of the serpent to be

"subtile" and he is only "plying his vocation"

when he enters the church in that way; but we do

blame the managers of churches for letting him in,

and trustees of schools for allowing theatrical per-

formances to be taught to the young. There are

Christian parents who would be shocked to have a

son or a daughter frequent the saloon, who see no

danger in the soul poisoning influences of dramatic

instruction in our schools. We pray that we mny

see the day when the evils of the stage may be as

rare in Brethren's schools as the whiskey-bottle is

rare in Brethren's harvest fields. Our Bre'hren

ought to be guided by the plain Word of God. We
are no f

. right sure that we have forgiven Eve yet for

trusting Satan when she had the plain Word of God

to direct her. Brethren who admit dramatic per-

formances into schools, and allow themselves to be

beguiled, are just about as wise as Eve was.

The most prominent representation of the stage

is, of course, the actor, or "reader," as he is some-

times called. The personal appearance of the pul-

pit speaker counts for nothing. The stage actor

must appear in prescribed costume. It is one of

the essentials of the stage. This is the secret why

our young members who study elocution, in which

is interwoven so much of the theatre, become so

fond of dre c s, or personal adornment. They are

trained to have the audience look upon the speaker,

or performer, and the manner of the performance,

while the matter is made secondary. Hence, to the

pulpit and the tribune, come the people to be edi-

fied and instructed; to the stage they come to be en-

tertained and amused, and the more ludicrous, the

more amusing. This makes the " fool" in the cir-

cus a typical stage pe» former, and his ludicrous at-

tire an indispensable concomitant.

Other important features of the stage are its dec-

orations. They are essential in arousing the feel-

ing, heightening the play of the imagination, all of

which stand in strong contrast with the grave sen-

timent of the plain pulpit. The feeling inspired by

the pulpit is serious,—anything else is out of place,

That of the stage is ninth-provoking, which often

finds expression in laughter, clapping of hands,

and other demonstrations.

Our young people attending our schools should

be taught to know what effect it has on character,

to frequent the theatre as well as to frequent the

saloon. They should be warned against the evil in-

fluences on the mind, of dramatic indulgence, as

much as the pernicious effect on the stomach, by

drinking whiskey.

We are shocked when we see a young member of

the church,—the darling of his parents, succumb to

the evils of drink, and fill a drunkard's grave. We

are equally pained when we see young members,

once models in the church, led astray by the per-

nicious influences of the stage, as taught in some

schools, until they become perfectly intoxicated

with it, and find it as difficult to resist the drama as

it is for the old toper to resist the dram shop. We

do not draw on our imagination. We give pen p>c
'

tures, and plead with our fellow teachers to ex-

punge the evil from all our schools, as the whiskey

was expunged from the harvest field,

But some ssk, " Are there not some good features

in the stage? " Yes, just about as much as there is

sugar in a saloon. We are told that on the stage

the gestures and impersonations are more correctly

given than any where else. They might add,
" Thc
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dancing master is the most correct instructor of

manners and graceful movement." Here lies the

danger- Most saloons have a screen before the bar.

It is claimed that Edwin Booth, the great trage-

dian, could repeat the Lord's Prayer more effect-

ively than any minister in the land, and, at the next

breath, utter the horrible oaths of the mule-driver

to perfection. " Can a fountain at the same place

give forth both sweet water and bitter?" The

tongue is " set on fire of hell." Is this any

argument in favor of the stage, and its introduc-

tion into our schools? Does it help to build up

Christian character ? Is it not the duty of our min-

isters and leachers to come out on the Lord's

side as distinctively and effectively as did the

sons of Levi, when Aaron had brought the gol-

den calf into the camp of the Lord's people? Let

every true minister and teacher also buckle on his

side the Sword of the Spirit, and go into the camp

of the L rd and destroy this evill

In short, shall we not elevate the pulpit, make

Us influence felt everywhere in the church, the Sun-

day school, the prayer meeting, and the school, and

drive out the stage from our schools, even every-

thing that has the smell of sulphur about it, and

let us make our schools what they ought to be,

—

nurstrics for the church and for heaven!

THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.'

Having enjoyed the pleasure of hearing Eld. S.

N. McCann preach on our relationship to God, and

having read what he wrote under the above title, in

the Messenger, also in the Fi yd Press (a local pa-

per published at Floyd, Va.). I had a desire to read

and study more thoroughly h s position.

His little book, "The Lord Our Righteousness"

was purchased, read, and partly re-read, We do

not now pretend to thoroughly understand it, but

the more we read and compare it with the Bible,

the more we appreciate it, and the better we under-

stand the Bible, and appreciate God's goodness and

mercy towards fallen humanity.

The author gives evidence of having been with

the Lord, and having received from him the pre-

cious gift of simplifying some of the most intrica 1 e

passages of Scripture.

This Utile volume should be read and thoroughly

studied by all who desire to know God's plan for

man's sal ation. A simple surface reading is not

suffi ient.

To the unconverted, who are " feeling after the

Lord," to the moral man, to the careless and formal

professor, to the doubting Christian, and to the

minister of the Gospel, I would recommend a peru-

sal of this precious little volume.

'This book may be ordered from the Me

-^THE + SUNDAY t SCHOOL^-

LESSON LIGHT-FLASHES.

Abstaining for the Sake of Others.— 1 Cor. 8; 1-13.

Lesson for August 15.

The trend of this lesson is plainly indicated in

the title. We should do and not do certain things

because oi others —things that, of themselves, and
for ourselves, are not wrong. There are a great

many things in this world that are relatively right

or wrong, depending on where, when, and how we
use them, so that the place, time and how, has

much to do in the right and wrong of certain

tin, Thi< : all ]
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priateness of it
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eedful that we learn that we diffei

h affect our respon
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Heavenly Father. These are the teachings of the

apostle Paul in his letter to the Corinthian breth-

ren, and especially in this part of it. Corinth was
a" idolatrous city, with its temples of idol worship

Here the people resorted to worship, and to eat the

meat sacrificed to their gods.

After these people were converted to the religion

of Christ, they were taught to refrain from idol-

worship, but there was no prohibition against their

continuing to eat meat, and as these idols, which
they worshiped, were made of material things,

—

wood, stone, etc , there was nothing in them to, in

any way, affect the meU offered to them, so that

tho e who understood this could eat this meat the

same as any other meat, and were not defiled by it.

Because certain ones had this knowledge they were
called the " strong." Then there were others

among the converts at this place, who were not so

gifted as to fully comprehend the character of this

new religion, and while they ace pted it in part,

they were not weaned away from their former form

of worship. Therefore they were still inclined

towards their temple worship and the eating of

meat sacrificed to idols. These were termed the

" weak," because they had not sufficient knowledge
to discriminate between the right and the wrong.

For these to continue to go to these timples and

eat of the meat sacrificed to idols would be danger-

To avoid this danger, and to help these weak
ones to become strong, is the burden of this lesson,

and the first thing we are to notice is that the ad-

monition or instruction is to the strong in behalf of

the weak. The strong are always to have deference

and respect for those who are weak, as it is natural

that the weak should look up to and pattern after

the strong.

Perhaps we should give a stronger in'erprctation

of the teaching to these people, It was that the

is only one,—'he true and the living God,—that,

consequently, all forms of idol worship are wron

because these idols do not amount to anything,

that they a*x nothing more than wood, stone, et

dumb and dead. Hence, to worship such gods w
wrong, because they hid no power to give one,

any way, benefit.

From this teaching they were to draw their own

conclusions as to the things used in their services.

Some, 'eeling that the meat offered to these idols

in no way affected it, continued to eat it, because,

after it was thus used, it was sold as food, and eat-

en the same as other meats. Others did not under-

stand it in this way, and felt it was wrong to have

anything whatever to do with things used in such

worship. They were offended because some of the

brethren ate this meat, that had been offered to

idols.

Between these two classes it was more a matter

of opinion and interpretation than of knowledge.

It may still be a debatable question which was the

nearer right in their conclusions, and as the apostle

addresses himself to those giving the offence, he

would say to them: " Wherefore, if meat make my
brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the

world standeth." It is the sacrifice of refraining

from the use of lawful things, to avoid giving of-

fense to those who are honest in their convictions,

and yet could not see as he did. It is a measuring

of swords to determine who is the stronger.

Which, do you decide, is the stronger? The one

who looks upon idols as being nothing, and because

of this can eat meat that has been offered to idols

without being defiled, but, because his brother is

offended at his eating, refrains that no offense may

be given. The other sees the idols in the same

light, but differs about eating the meat offered to

them. The one is right in eating, the other is

equally right in not eating. It is a matter of per-

sonal rights. The difference between the two is,

the first one is satisfied in the enjoying of his own

personal rights, and gives equal liberty to his broth-

er. The other is not satisfied with this, but re-

quires his brother to think as he does and do as he

does.

To do this, when no principle is violated, is the

sacrifice that Paul was willing to make, and teaches

the strong to make. He thus determines who are

the strong and the weak. Tnis same kind of weak

ones we have in the churches to-day. They are not

satisfied with enjoying their own interpretations

and beliefs, but are determined to make everybody
else see as they see, believe as they believe, and do
as they do. If they cannot have their way in this,

they are offended. To which class of believers do
you belong?

But there is another class that are still weaker,
those who do not have much mind of their own and

:.isily led. Such persons generally do not have
the power of discriminati'in. They see the strong

go to the idol's temple and eat the meat there.

Not knowing the mind of the strong in goirg, they

put their own interpretation on his intention, which
take part in idol worship, and they arc encour-

aged and strengthened in idolatry, and weakened in

Christianity. Thus the strong man becomes a

stumbling block to the weak.

The strong man, because he has a pain in the

stomach, goes to the hotel or the drinking-saloon,

for a little brandy or whiskey. The weak brother,

who is inclined to strong drink, sees this and fol-

lows. The strong thus causes the weak to stumble

and fall.

So it is in every thing and place where there are

dangerous tendencies. The strong man might go

and do such things in safety, but his example
would be dangerous to his weak brother. It would

be sinning against him, and, in so doing, it is sin-

ning against Christ, because he sacrificed to save

the weak. Then the burden of the lesson is that

the strong should be willing to sacrifice rather than

offend the weak. h. b. b.

SPECIAL THINGS.

I have heard people say, ' I like to come to Sun-

day school; it is such a good place to visit." I

hardly know what to say about that. I am not so

sure whether the Lord would indulge in so much

levity or not, nor do I believe he would be so

much interested about the weather, prospects for

crops, the market, etc., on such occasions. Neith-

er do I think he would notice every new bonnet

and new dress and just how they were made. If he

did, he would not mention it to all silting near him.

Of course, schools in the country are not troubled

so much wiih gossiping, but they have that which

is equally as bad,— visiting. Superintendents will

do well to notice these growing tendencies in their

schools, and kindly admonish the attendants, so

that it may soon be overcome

Some of the evils of so much visiting at Sunday

school is, that it destroys the sacredness of the

Sunday school, creates a disrespect for the Lord's

house, and leads sinners to believe there is not very

much difference between being a Chiistian and not

being a Christian. They notice that alt are alike.

Then I have been at Sunday schools where, be-

fore and alter Sunday school, the children made a

real playhouse of the church. The parents took no

notice of it. The Superintendent was either afraid

to stop it for fear of wounding some one's feelings

or he did not notice it. When chi dren a-e brought

up in that way, you need not be surprised if they

do not come to the church, or that they qu't com-

ing to Sunday school, when older. Such things

will kill the interest in any school. They are

gravely wrong, and should not be tolerated. Su-

perintendents, all you need to do is to stop it,

Finally, my fellow-superintendents and fellow-

teachers, and all who are concerned in the Sunday

school, what is the aim of your school? If you

have not a definite aim, you can make no efforts,

and if you make no efforts, your school is worth-

less. It is not enough to say you come to study

God's Word. You should have an object in your

study. If you have no object, your study is worth-

Some of the aims of the Sunday school should

be, to bless the individuals who attend, to ble^s the

homes it represents, to bless the neighborhood

which sustains it, and to make better citizens of the

State, and the kingdom of God. Anything short of

that is not enough. Keep these things before your

teachers and it will stimulate them to better work.
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Oh think of it, brother, sister! If you are in this

condition, pray to God to open your eyes immedi-
ately to some opportunity, and then accept what-

ever it may be. If it is to teach a class in Sunday
school, do your best. If it is to minister to the

needs of some unfortunate one, remember that " In-

asmuch as ye did it to the least of one of these, my
brethren, ye did it unto me," and do it heartily as

unto the Lord. If it is a call to the ministry "Study
to show thyself approved unto God " and go forth,

relying on him for strength.

" Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with

thy might," and you will not fail to enjoy your
work.

Holmeivillc, Ncbr.

HOW TO ENJOY YOUR WORK.

God has placed us in this "great, wide, beautiful,

wondeiful world," not to wear our lives away with a

long face and heavy heart, but to enjoy and help

others to enjoy the "showers of blessing," with

which we are so abundantly blessed,

pleasure, but that true enjoyment which 1

to the faithful servants of God. We
placed here to live in selfish ease,

—

that

be enjoyment,—but to each one is giver

ot worldly

comes only

re not

uld not

vork, if

not five or ten talents, at least one with which he is

expected to honor God,

But how many times do we prove to those about
us that we do not enjoy our part of the work! If

not, why not? The power to solve this mystery (?)
lies within your own selves. Simply do your best

though thorns may sometimes pierce the tender
feet where only roses were thought to grow, and
though opposition advance on every hand. He
who goes trustingly on, meeting bravely alt these

obitacles, enjoys his work.

If you wish to enjoy your daily avocation (be
sure it is an honorable one) do not wish for some
great work. You must go to it; it will not come to

you,— but do well your present duty If you would
enjoy your religious work, do not shirk, or try to
push your work on the willing shoulders of Bro. A
or Sister B, but do it,—do it with a will, to the best

of your ability. Let your motio ever be, " Onward
and upward; " your ideal, the great Model for the
Christian. Let your aim be high! Continually
seek to improve upon present attainments, and soon

" Your best will better grow.
Bui if you flight your daily task,

You let the better go."

The child who does his best is a happy child.

The beaming face of the diligent pupil gives an in-

spiration to his teacher to put forth greater efforts

1 training the young
tive, wide-awake, soul hungry m
the ones who find joy beyond all

in entire consecration of life, tim.

various departments of church
sad, is the fact that many profes;

in life. The
:n and women are

earthly pleasures

and talent to the

work. True, but

:d Christians, say,
by word or action, " Lord, your work is grievous and
your burden is heavy. I do not enj Dy the work you
have given me." Sad, indeed, is the condition of
that person. It shows a lack of love for Him who
so loved us that he gave his life for us. If we do
not enjoy serving him by teaching that class of eag-
er pupils, or carrying the Bread of Life to starving
souls, a few miles distant, or helping in some way to
enlarge the borders of Zion, how dare we cherish
the hope of eating and drinking in His kingdom,
with our dear Master, to come forth and serve us?
How can we expect to hear the welcome voice of
Jesus saying to us, " Well done," if we are unfaith-
ful to gut present trust,

BEAUTY OF CHARACTER.

SELECTED BY FANNIE B. ZUG,

Every variety of leaf has a beauty of form pecu-

liar to itself. Beautifullyb'ended shades of color

adorn the flowers, velvety carpets of green cover
valley and hill; cleat1 waters go sparkling on their

course; golden gems of light thickly stud the deep,

blue sky, or, when dimmed by the sun's brighter

luster, a softened azure pleases the eye, Beauty,

beauty everywhere! Whether great or the most
minute,—a form and coloring of beauty are given to

all. The child of nature has his soul filled and
thrilled with the loveliness that is all about him.

In his imitative power man has wrought out num-
berless works of art, fairly rivaling Dame Nature
herself. In his love for the beautiful, man brings

art and nature to adorn his home. Chs
tures hang on the walls, the fairest of flc

the windows,— everything to please the s

is the adornment of the mind forgott

instruct and elevate the mi
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Massachusetts and their playfellows, make this,

,

humble petition. We know more about you {}

you think we do. We know how good you ar7We have hopped about the roofs and looked
j

your windows of the houses you have built for p 0o ;

and sick and hungry people, and little lame
;

deaf and blind children. We have built

in the trees and sung many a song as we f

the gardens and parks you have made so beautiful
for your children, especially your poor children to
play in. Every year we fly a great way over the
country, keeping all the time where the sun

j3

bright and warm. And we know that whenever
you do anything, the other people, all over this

great land between the seas and the great lakes
find it out, and pretty soon will try to do the same]
We know. We know.

nests

as you are.

ross the great

re lived here

lcomed your

ng pu

i. Nor
Books

not perfect

rms eat into

that pie

lacking.

Yet the world, in all its beauty

beauty. Insects destroy the flowers,

the fruit, sickness and deformity mar the human
family, sin creeps into our houses, into our hearts.

Beautiful homes and surroundings greatly influ-

ence our lives for good, yet, debarred from the com-
panionship of pleasant, congenial people, the sweet-

est charm is gone. Even one ugly-hearted person
our midst is like the destroying fruit-worm, with
ing bright green leaves of joy, and drying up juicy

fruits of happiness. Oh! there are some things,—
some people in this world that are not beauti-

The form and features may be symmetrical in

their outlines; there may be even a whitewash of

beauty over all, that time and eternity will wipe off,

leaving only horrid ugliness to be seen,

Of all things the most ugly is the ugly heart, dis-

position, character. Colors and forms of loveliness

are pleasing; wisdom and
admire; but above all shine

From it there radiates a gl

through form and feature

brightening up things wherever it

Nothing is so great in value as the tr

gentle, Christian heart, that outshines ar

last all things of time.

When we feel the sweet, overshadowing influence

of all that is beautiful about us, let us not forget the
blessed influence of a beautiful character, and strive

to "cultivate first the beauty of the heart; second,
the beauty of the mind, and, third, the beauty of the
person." Then shall we be truly beautiful! Heart
first, and all else shall be added thereunto.

Manluim, Pa.

BIRDS HIS CLIENTS.

Senator Hoar's Curious Petition on Behalf of the
Feathered Tribe.

The petition which was instrumental in getting
the Massachusetts law, prohibiting the wearing of

song and insectivorous birds on women's hats, is said

to have been written by Senator Hoar. The peti-

tion read as follows:

To the Great and General Court of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts: Wo, the song birds g(

intelligence of mind we
s the beautiful character,

ow of beauty that shines

like a ray of sunlight,

m^y chance to be.

kindly,

'ill out-

We are Americans just the same
Some of us, like some of you, came ac

sea. But most of the birds like us ha>

a long while; and then birds like us w<
fathers when they came here many, many years

ago. Our fathers and mothers have always done
their best to please your fathers and mothers.

Now we have a sad story to tell you. Thought-
less or bad people are trying to destroy us. They
kill us because our feathers are beautiful. Even
pretty and sweet girls, who, we should think, would

best friends, kill our brothers and children

so that they may wear our plumage on their hats!

Sometimes people kill us for mere wantonness.
Cruel boys destroy our nests and steal our eggs and
our young ones. People, with guns and snares, lie

in wait to kill us; as if the place for a bird were not

in the sky, alive, but in a shop window or in a glass

case. If this goes on much longer, all our song

birds will be gone. Already, we are told, in some
other countries, that used to be full of birds

are now almost gone. Even the nightingali

being killed in Italy,

Now we humbly pray that you will stop all this

and will save us from this sad fate. You have al-

ready made a law that no one shall kill a harmless

song bird, or destroy our nests or our eggs, Will

you please make another one that no one shall

wear our feathers, so that no one shall kill us to

get them? We want them ourselves. Your pretty

girls are pretty enough without them. We are told

, they

that it

to whistle.

If you w
times over,

themselves

how to liv

easy for you to do it as for a blackbird

we know how to pay you a hundred
Ve will teach your children to ',

ean and neat We will show t

together in peace and love, and to

ls we do in our nests. We will build prt

which you will like to see. We will play

about your garden and flower-beds,— ourselves lib

»wers on wings, without any cost to you. W
11 destroy the wicked insects and worms tha

spoil your cherries and currants, and plums am
apples and roses. We will give you our best songs

and make the spring more beautiful and the sum
mer sweeter to you Every June morning whei

you go out into the field, oriole and bluebird, and

blackbird and bobolink, will fly after you am
make the day more delightful to you. And whei

you go home tired after sundown, vesper sparrow

will tell you how grateful we are. When you sit

down on your porch after dark, firebird and her-

mit, thrush and woodthrush will sing to, you; and

even whip poor-will will cheer you up a little. We
know where we are safe. In a little while all the

/ill come to live

rybody who loves

ne with you.

Massachusetts again,

isic will -like to make

Brown Thrasher, King Bird, Robert o'Lincoln, Swal-

low, Hermit Thrush, Cedar Bird, Vesper Sparrow,

Cow Bird, Robin Redbreast, Martin, Song Sparrow,

Veery, Scadel Tanager. Vireo, Summer Red Bird,

Oriole, Blue Hcoo, Blackbird, Humming-bird, File

Bird, Yellow Bird, Wren. Whip-poor-will, Linnet, Wa-

ter Wag-tail, Pee Wee, Woodpecker, Phoebe, Pigeon

Woodpecker. Yoke Bird, Indigo Bird, Lark, Yellow

Throat, Sandpiper, Wilson's Thrush, Chewink, Cbick-

—Philadelphia Record.
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ftl. V. Gibson reports .111 interesting mission

ary meeting, the first of last month, in the Mil-

mine church, 111. Bro. I. N. Brubaker did thi

preaching, and at the close a collection o:

S12.IQ was made for the India Mission.

The British and Foreign Bible Society t

ports that

Society began its work, in 1S04

of the Scriptures, in whole oi

different languages, amounts t

:eipls for the past year have
• u - preceding

part, in the

Eld. Michael Flory, of Girard, III., writes

that he expects to have missionary sermons

preached regularly in his congregation, and to

take up a collection. This is a move in the

right direction. Whenever the elders of the

churches begin to agitate missions in this way,

there will be a new impetus in the grand work

of the Lord.

At Mardin, in Eastern Turkey, there is a

For
lie was imprisoned because of some alleged

political offense, and each Lord's Day during

his imprisonment he was taken to the church

where he preached to his waiting congrega-

tion. The congregation is now rejoicing be-

cause their shepherd has been released from

I have come to regard the Great Commis-
sion as the important command of the New
Testament to Christ's people. It was his last

command, and of special interest on that ac-

count. The last words of a loved one,—how
we cherish them! But by far more important

to us is the fact that this last command of our

ascending Lord was designed to embody our

life's work, the main business of every Chris-

tian until the whole world shall be brought to

1 knowledge of the truth, and all missionary

tlfurts dispensed with for the want of material:

when no one can say, " Know the Lord," for all

shall know him, from the least even to the

greatest.—M, T. Lamb.

Here is a good illustration of what Chris-

tianity will do for mankind. When Queen
Victoria ascended her throne, sixty years ago,

the inhabitants of the Fiji Islands-were fero-

cious cannibals, and the Weskyan Missionary

Society, in its report of the first year's work
done among them, said, "That the missionary

niust prosecute his work before the sailor and
the merchant will dare to frequent those inhos-

pitable shores." A short time ago the people
of these islands contributed nearly £4,000 to

the English relief fund for India. When one

"nnks that in so short a time the brutal orgies,

which so much threatened the first missiona-

ries who went there, are now supplanted by
Hie service of Christ and a desire to relieve the

woes of humanity, every one should be encour-

aged and urged to push out into greater efforts

to evangelize those portions of the world that

Christ and redeeming blood,

1 iha 1 1

NOTES FROM CHICAO.O.

—We just returned, recently, from our vis

:o Annual Meeting, and to our home in Pent

iylvania. During our absence of six week
jut correspondence was in charge of one 1

here. In reviewing the letle

:ived, aged t> 2 the 11

manifested by God's people in various parts of

the Brotherhood. Many boys and girls havt

been sending in contributions earned by thei

own hard labor. Habits of self-denial, sacri

fice and giving, formed while young, will pro-

duce a practical missionary spirit. What
mains yet for the boys and girls to do, is to give

their hearts to Jesus. " Remember now
Creator in the days of thy youth."

—Our Sunday school children are looking

forward to a day in the park, in the near future.

Some kind friends have promised them this

pleasure, and, doubtless, the anticipation ol

this produces more regular attendance during

the season when the thermometer stands high'

est. However, every presence of a child af<

fords an opportunity to do good, and we try tc

improve the opportunity.

—During our visit East it was our privilege

to attend a number of different Sunday schools.

In one we found a large class of mothers.

They number thirty-four when all are present.

How beautiful it is to see the mothers come up
to the house of the Lord to study his Word ! In

this same Sunday school there was a sped
collection taken for home charity work,

clothing the poor of the Sunday school. These
wants are met quarterly. This is another com-

mendable feature.

—In another Sunday school, while the ther-

mometer stood in the nineties, through a little

effort of some of the workers, a dozen new
scholars were added to their Sunday school.

This required some means, but the money was
freely given.

" Who will labor for the Master?
Who will hear his call to-day? "

" Come, come, work today for Jesus."

—There is probably no greater need in our

Sunday schools of to-day than more and better

preparation on the part of the teacher. This

being done, there will be better teaching, and
better preparation on the part of the pupil.

At a recent meeting ol Sunday school workers,

the question was asked, " How may we hold

the young people? " The answer was, " Teach

the Word."

—Children, do you know that in these United

States there is four and one-half times as much
money spent 111 one year for chewing gum as

for missions? While I was home, I told the

children this. The next week one little girl

brought three pennies for the mission cause.

She said, too, " I will not chew anymore gum."

How many more boys and girls will make the

same resolution, and give the pennies thus

saved to the Lord? There is one hundred

and sixty times as much money spent for to-

bacco as for missions. Knowing the need of

money to carry on the Lord's work, it makes

one feel sorry to see God's professing children

help spend this great amount for tobacco. Let

us pray earnestly that they may be converted,

—turned away from their evil habit! God
wants us to enjoy better things. "Consecra-

tion, consecration," is the church's cry.

—Yesterday two of our children accompanied

us to the hospital. There wc made many chil-

dren happy by giving each a Sunday school

lesson picture card. A number of Messen-

gers and Young Disciples were distributed al-

so. By some experience one can learn at a

glance to tell just who would be pleased to

have reading matter. We are grateful to all

who have been sending us cards and papers.

—A sister here, who recently entered a hos-

pital on probation, to take a three years' course

in training, was accepted. After being in-

formed as to the rules and requirements of hos-

pital life, the sister enquired of the Superin-

tendent whether there woul.d be any objection

to her head-dress. The reply was, "No. It is

not as odd looking as some of the hats worn.

All we ask is, that it be something neat and ti-

dy." How very easy it is to get away from

that wbicb \» "neat and tidy," when once we

How ourselves to follow the fashions of the
world! We have learned that even in this city

of fashions many religious societies, and work-
's in a special line, find it an advantage to ap-
:ar in plain dress.

O60 S, Ashland Ave.

BULSAR NOTES.

Tin- hav iverything look*

bright and green, and the people arc at work
in the fields. However, there will be no har-
vest time heforc September.

—I think I have said before that around
about Bulsar is no actual famine, but, because
of famine elsewhere, such high prices prevail

that the poorer people actually go hungry,
Many and many of the poor must go hungry
when things are normal, but now they must do
with even less than usual!

— At the first the rains came fast, but now
we are having clear weather. Clear weather
in the monsoon season is always an unwelcome
state. A postal-card received to-day says:

"Rain is holding off. If it continues in this

state, the outlook for next year will be dread-

ful. The outside help will be exhausted,
Those that know anything about the condition

have no hope for our side of the country."

—We continue to give daily at our door
enough rice for one good meal each day to all

who come hungry. From sixty to one hundred
come daily. We always talk to them of God
and heaven first, then give out the rice.

--Bro. Ren Chord and I took a trip north

ward to look into the needs of the poor. It wai

a short trip, and we may make a longer on<

soon. We found none starving to death, but

many very, very hungry. We met, in Cambay
and the villages near, a number of hard-work
ing people who were just at the bottom. Some
were winding yarn, back and forth, back and
forth; all day they whirled around, wrapping
the yarn about the five sticks driven in the

ground, and at the end of the day they got twe

cents for the work. With this two cents prob

ably two or three persons must find sufficient ti

eat. We called all the group at one place

talked to them of the Christ, and asked them if

they would take some help from us. They
were glad. In the evening we brought a good
supply of grain and gave enough for two days

to each person. We talked to a lot of tan

They said their hides were ready, but they

could not find sale for them. They would not

take anything free from us, as they could work.

They were ashamed to receive alms. Atone
place a poor, low-caste man, a very old man,

sat holding my feet. He said, "Is this a real

saheb?" Ren Chord assured him that I

indeed. He never had an experience like that

before, that a saheb should actually sit down
humble hut and talk to him. Then,

after a long pause, he put his hand on my knee

and said, "Say, is it true that in your country

all the people are the same caste? " Wc said

n would shake hands with any other,

and that farmers and horsemen and drivers

nd clerks were sahebs. Then he asked, "If

'e become believers, what shall wc do for a

ving?" We explained all to them as wc ex-

plain to all, and they were glad.

—At another place we stayed all night. We
bathed on the big stone near the house, where

they all bathed, and we slept with them under

the little group of huts. In the

down on the floor, cross-legged,

ir fingers of the rice in the big

brass dish before us on the floor. After we
through, we sang and talked and prayed,

on that floor,— the dishes yet before us.

The people had all come in to see us and watch

As I talked to them of the love of God,

tee in a while one would say, " See how
saheb sweats," or, " It's a pretty hot place here

for saheb." But we did not care for that. We
felt the presence of God and talked on. More

than that, people's minds wander at home
etimes,—only they don't tell you.

In prayer I wept. Ren Chord, praying

; after me, broke into sobbing. He was

praying for the unconverted,—especially for

his brother. He sobbed aloud. Others in that

m wept with us. Presently one of the old-

of those heathen said to us, " Brothers, why

do you weep? We are the sinners. Why do

? We are the sinners." Between Ren

Chord's sobs I told them we wept for them,

They were not »a,vcd, Ren Chord wai wucp-

ng before the Lord for his erring brother. As
ve left that place the next morning, it was as
if we were going away from Bethel, and I think

the people felt that God had come very near.

—O, how glad I am, through the kindness of

our dear Brethren, that wc can go here and
there and give the hungry something to eatl

It opens their hearts. They call us their " fa-

ther and mother," and bless us as wc go. We
are on\y Jltulini.' the needy on these trips. We
shall endeavor to supply the most needy regu-
larly, for a lime.

—Nearer home we found many extremely
needy. Peeping into one house we saw the lit-

tle child lying on the floor near its mother, both

but scantily clothed, and half asleep and fam-
ished-looking. An old man sat near, all doub-
led up. This family was the nearest to actual

starvation I have yet seen. The child was
nearly a skeleton, and neither it nor its mother
made any objection to the abundance of llies

crawling all over them. We called together a

large number of the poorest who lived near,

gave them grain for one good meal, told them
we were God's people, and would conic again;

then we hastened on,

—When we got home we felt very tired, but

glad that wc could thus get out and help the

deserving needy. Wc travel third class, eat

with our fingers, sit on the floor, and sleep in

the open air, and do all this gladly to help

those who are down in the scale of life. Our
work of helping the poor is just beginning, and
as we go forth we pray God to direct our fool-

steps, that the money entrusted to our care

may he so used as to do the greatest possible

good, physically and spiritually.

/wif-v.

FltOiM THE FIELD.

Bronderslev, Denmark.—Whitsunday, at 2

P.M., wc had interesting services in our Be-

thesda in Bronderslev. In the evening, ,n 7,

we had a blessed love feast. Twenty-nine

members surrounded the Communion table,

It was a feast indeed to our souls, for love and
peace were among us. Two dear souls have

been added to the church by baptism since our

last report. The one was Bro. Eskildscn's

youngest son. May our Lord richly bless

them, and keep them and us all faithful to the

end!

—

C. Hansen, July .'.

Maimo, Sweden.— May all peace and bless-

ing be yours, so that you may know the will of

God in everything! The Spirit will reveal ev-

erything to us. During April, May and June I

visited many families of divers classes,—those

that are poor in heavenly as well as earthly

blessings. The greater part, however, is poor

in those things that pertain to the kingdom of

God. How painful it is to see so many people

living in darkness, when we have such a light

as the Word of God to walk in! Still sadder it

is to see such as possess an imaginary faith

and think they have eternal life! When some

people arc presented with tracts that refer

them to the Bible, ind when I tell them they

must follow the teachings of the Word, it hap-

pens, not unfrequcntly, that they vent their

wrath,—hard words and abuse,—on me he-

cause I take the Bible as it reads. I am, how-

ever, glad to be counted worthy to suffer all

things for the dear name of Jesus, and will go

on inviting sinners to the marriage supper of

the Lamb. If only one accepts the invitation,

nyhe; Idled with joy. Ju lade

1 Mali,

the Sunday school children. We sang

al hymns, and one of the teachers en-

gaged in prayer, after which my wife gave a

short address to the children. Some of the

other teachers also spoke. Then, after other

hymns were sung, I concluded the services hy

some more words of exhortation to old and

young. We spent a most happy afternoon,

for God richly blessed us. June 22 five of our

Sunday school children were baptized, Two
of them are my own; the others are also Breth-

ren's children, all between ten and thirteen

years. May the Lord help them to be stead-

fast to the end, is my earnest wish! Pray lor

us all! In our congregation there is unity,

praise be to his name! Pray that the Word

may bear fruit wherever I preach it! We are

to have no Sunday school now, for a short time,

during the heat of summer, but we expect to

with the children and teachers each Wed-

nesday evening to sing a few hymns and give

the children the little Sunday school paper

they are so fond of. May God bless all the

Drfltbrau in the Lord!—//, Ohlison, June 30,
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preaching at Panhan-

The Brethren of the Indian Creek church, Pa., are

building a new meetinghouse where the old house

stood.

Efforts are being made to establish a congrega-

tion in Sedalia, Mo. There are now eight members

in the city.

After an absence of eleven months Bro. An-

drew Hutchison has returned to his home at Mc-

Pherson, Kans.

The District Meeting for Southern Illinois is ap-

pointed for Oct. 6. It is to be held in the Okaw
church, Piatt Co.

Bro. L. H. Eby has been doing some preaching

at Huntington, Ind. We learn that he is thinking

some of locating there.

We have on hand orders for a few tracts that

we cannot fill just now. We hope to be able to fill

them inside of a few days.

Bro, M. M. Eshelman has been p'aced in charge

of the mission at Colton, Cal. He is preparing to

give his full time to the work.

The District Meeting for Southern Iowa will be

held in the English River church, Oct. 8; the Min-

isterial Meeting the day before.

The reports from Sweden and Denmark are en-

couraging this week. It is a pleasure to learn of

the number of accessions to the church.

At this time there is running through the Young

Disciple a series of illustrated articles on physiology.

They are written for children, and should be widely

read.

Bro. Perry McKimmey is booked for a series of

meetings in the Blue Creek church, Paulding Co.,

Ohio, commencing Sept. 4, and to continue two

An encouraging series of meetings was recently

held in the Nevada church, Mo., by Bro. C. S. Gar-

ber. There were sixteen accessions by confession

and baptism.

Reports indicate that it pays to hold protracted

meetings during the summer months. We ought to

to have more of them. They would result in bring-

ing many into the church.

It is said that, during the 2,000 years of recorded

history, 5,800,000,000 persons have been killed in

battle, or nearly five times as many people as art;

now on the globe.

Bro. B. F. Miller, of Dallas Center, Iowa, was

in the Mount a few days last week. He has just

returned from Tennessee, and seems very well

pleased with the South.

Those wishing to examine the ministerial list,

with the view of reporting corrections, can get a

copy of the Almanac for if 97 by sending the

postage, two cents. We still have some copies on

hand.

Do not be afraid of wearying us with the many
reports of church news. We are here to publish

these reports, and the more we receive of them the

better. All we as'c is, that they be short and to the

point.

Bro, J. S. Mohler, of Lordsburg, Cal,, has ar-

ranged to locate at Meriden, Kans., and will move

about the middle of this month. We trust that he

will find his labor among the churches in Kansas

pleasant.

Bro. J. D. Tbostle spent a few days in the

Mount last week, and, before starling home,

preached for us, in the Chapel, a very acceptable

sermon. In his travels he is accompanied by his

daughter.

Bro. Stover writes us that the spiritual outlook

n India is real encouraging. He is feeding hun-

dreds of those who need something to keep them

alive. He has some more interesting notes here

for next week.

Bro. Geo, E Studebaker recently visited the

w members near Canon City, Colo., preached

for them and baptized two. Sister Underhill writes

very interesting letter concerning this visit, which

e shall publish shortly.

We close our work on this issue Tuesday even-

g, and on Wednesday drive over to Polo, ten

iles distant, to attend the special District Meet-

ing of Northern Illinois. Next week we shall say

ething concerning the work of this meeting.

iss Gordon Cumming is undertaking a good

thing. She is raising money for the purpose of

teaching the blind in China. Her aim is to found a

large asylum at Peking. The money is being raised

in England. This is a good work, and is to be

commended.

Week before last, on page 473, mention was

made of what Sister Lydia E. Taylor wrote con-

cerning the work at Cedar Rapids. Her letter was

misread. What she wrote, and what we published,

should be credited to Waterloo, Iowa, wh
was at the time of writing.

she

The Brethren in the South say they need more

preachers, but they do not want finely dressed ones.

They want ministers who preach the Gospel in full,

and then practice what they preach even before

they preach it. This kind of preachers is in de-

mand in all parts of the world.

Helen Ketter, who was born deaf, dumb and

blind, has recently passed the preliminary examina-

tion, fitting her to enter college. If one, thus crip-

pled for life's work, can accomplish so much, what

ought to be said of those, well equipped with ears,

eyes and speech, and yet go through this world

without accomplishing anything?

By special request we stated last week that, on

the evening of Aug. 14, Eld. Cline and Bro. I. J.

Rosenberger were to discuss the subject. of feet-

washing. We are now told that the date should

have been Aug. 7. We gave the date as it was sent

to us. We regret that this correc'ion did not reach

us before the last issue was printed.

Another candlestick has been relit in Asia Minor,

this time in Philadelphia, so that we now have

members both in Smyrna and at that place. Three

were recently baptized in Philadelphia, and there

are prospects of others coming into the church at

another point. Concerning this work Bro. Fercken

writes a very interesting letter, an extract from

which we will try to find room for, in our next issue.

When last heard from, Bro. Amsey Puterbau

was at North Manchester, Ind. He writes us tr

he is not in good health, just at this time. He
one of the preachers,—did his health permit,—

w

ought to be kept in the field all the while.

We are asked for a plan for conducting children's

meetings according to the order of the church. So

far as we know, there is no special order for con-

ducting these meetings. It is sufficient that they

be made instructive and edifying, and be kept with-

in the bounds of Christian propriety.

e are glad for the growing sentiment among
e of the denominations, to do away with festi-

vals, fairs and bazaars, as methods of raising money.

It is indeed fortunate for our people that none of

our churches have fallen into the questionable

practice. Let us take warning, and keep out of it,

A minister writes us that he can hardly see how
: can pay tor the Messenger, as his ministerial

ark is a heavy draw on him, and yet he does not

want to be without the paper. We regret that wr

not in a position to assist such earnest work-

We hope our readers will come to their rescue.

In our "Annual Meeting Notes," on page 393 of

the Messenger, we mentioned Peter Miller as one

of the first Brethren to settle in this country. In

we seem to have been mistaken. He came to

country in 1730, and, five years later, joined

the Ephrata Monastic Community. Some thirty-

e years afterwards he became president of the

institution. While he held many things in com-

in with our people, he seems never to have been

fellowship with the church.

We are sending out statements, in order to col-

lect all the old, outstanding accounts One of the

brethren, who had been owing the office for some

months, not only sent the amount due, but, of his

own accord, sent the interest. One seldom meets

with such a generous spirit. On receipt of the

money one of the clerks remarked, "That man's re-

ligion is not in vain." Well, since all the profits of

this institution go towards preaching the Gospel,

this brother can feel that the interest he sent will

prove a blessing to others, as well as to himself.

We are not in the habit of publishing many long

articles in warm weather, but in this issue we unin-

tentionally got two of them, The one entitled

" Meat in Due Season," will be widely read by

those who have given considerable thought to the

spiritual application of Bible incidents. Most peo-

ple probably "wind" their "watch in the morn-

ing," and it is likely that the article thus headed

will be read by them, as we'l as by those who wind

their watch in the evening. Taking the issue as a

whole, it will compare well with some of our very

best efforts.

A sister writes us that nearly all the deacons in

the church where she lives use tobacco, and that

even the Sunday school superintendent uses it until

he is really offensive. She would like something

said in the Messenger to reach these brethren.

We would like, in some way, to reach all such, but

we hardly see our way clear for so doing, especially

in localities where the leaders are not setting a

good example in regard to the use of the weed.

We are glad to learn, however, that there are not

many places where tobacco is so generally used by

the officials as designated by our sister. We would

that the entire church could be rid of this habit,

and we must continue to labor in this direction un-

til that is accomplished. It does seem to us that

no brother should insist upon making himself

offensive to others. It occurs to us that this con-

sideration alone ought to induce all fair-minded

men. especially preachers, to quit the use of the

weed. There are many good people who can hard-

ly endure the odor from tobacco, and, to some, the

smoke is sickening. This ought to have some

weight with the thinking, and they ought to put

themselves in a condition so as not to be offensive

to those saluting them.



THE GOSPEL MESSEHSTQ-EIR,.
505

The Lord has no use for that preacher who is

clad in the height of fashion. It may be the devil

has, but the preacher does not want to own it.

A writer from the Far West says that she has

known poor sisters to give up their last qjarter for

the missionary cause, and yet they seldom get to

hear the Gospel preached. What calls there are

for preaching the Gospel, and how few, indeed,

there are, who are willing to respond to these callsl

Writing to this office one of our elders says:

" Our regular correspondent is not as punctual as

he ought to be." This might serve as a hint to

many correspondents. Let them all be punctual,

and send us the news just as soon as it transpires.

Do not wait a week or two after a series of meetings

is over before reporting it.

Several months ago the Mission Board of Mid-

dle Missouri had the Messenger sent to a man
who was seeking for more light. He received the

paper gladly, and rtad it with care. A few weeks

ago he and his wife were received into the church

by baptism, It pays to send the paper to those

who are concerned about their future welfare.

Some of the Jews are becoming very enthusiastic

over the proposed Jewish Republic in Palestine.

One writer says, " The Jews who are willing to have

their State are going to have it." He then points

out that no nation has ever been able to assimilate

the Jew, though they are good citizens of every

country where they settle, and that there is no just

or rational outcome of their condition but that of

restoration to Palestine. Besides this, the prom-

ises of the Bible are emphatic on the subject.

On the last page of this issue will be found a no-

tice of an important publication, recently prepared

and published by Bro. S Z. Sharp. It consists of

two well-printed colored charts and a small book.

One chart will be studied with more than ordinary

interest, as its aim is to illustrate what was done
each day during the Pasfion Week. The most in-

teresting feature of this is the position taken by the

author regarding the time Jesus was crucified, and

the time he instituted the Lord's Supper, etc. He
holds that Jesus met with his disciples in the upper

room on Wednesday evening, was crucified on
Thursday evening, remained in the grave all day
Friday and Saturday, and arose on Sunday morn-

ing. His aim is to show that Jesus was in the

grave three full nights and over two days. While

he may differ from some of us on this point, still

the chart is well worth a careful study. It is easily

understood, and presents a nice appearance on the

wall. The other chart must be seen and studied to

be understood- For price, see advertisement on

the last page. The work may be ordered from this

office.

THE NORTHWEST.

On the northwestern Pacific Slope, from Tacoma
to Vancouver, is to be seen the finest timber in the

world. The immense forests of giant fir, cedar,

tamarack and pine are the wonder of all who see

them. Trees, ranging from six to twelve feet in

diameter, and from two to three hundred feet in

height, fill one with surprise. At one place wife

and I were walking in a dense forest, among these

giants of the woods, and came to where one had

been felled. Upon measuring it we found it to be

two hundred and seventy feet in length. This won-

derful growth gives evidence of the richness of the

soil and abundance of moisture. The large trees

are not isolated instances. There are hundreds of

them to the acre, and the forests are to be meas-

ured by the thousands of square miles.

At Tacoma, Col. Crigg, president of the largest

lumbering establishment on the Pacific Coast, kind-

ly showed us over the plant. The mill has a capac-

ity of one hundred and fifty thousand feet of lum-

ber, and three hundred thousand shingles per day.

We were shown the largest board ever sawed. Cut

from a log thirty feet long, nine feet in diameter at

the butt and six and a half at the smaller end,

the board came from the mill thirty feet in length,

six feet four inches wide at one end, five feet two
inches at the other, an inch and a quarter in thick-

ness and containing about two hundred and fifty

feet of lumber. It was clear throughout, without a

single blemish. It is estimated that more than a

billion and a half feet of lumber is tributary to the

Puget Sound district. It would require two mills,

of the capacity of the one shown us, two thousand

years, to do the sawing. With the young timber

constantly springing up, the supply, it would seem,

is inexhaustible.

Shingle mills abound all over the country, and

the cedar shingles are said to be the best in the

world. It is remarkable how this wood resists de-

cay. Trees that have blown down and lain on the

ground for many years, are found to be perfectly

solid and are sawed into shingles. All this gives

our readers but a faint idea of how rich God has

made this western country. When the trees and
stumps and roots have been removed,—and we are

told that it costs at least a hundred dollars an acre

to clear the land of stumps and undergrowth,—the

soil is found to be marvelously productive, Abun-
dant crops are produced, and fruit-trees are grown
to perfection, bearing a bounteous measure of the

finest fruit, both as to quality and flavor. It is a

rich and goodly land, capable of supporting a large

population of industrious men and women.

East of the Cascade Range, and west of the Col-

umbia River, lies the Yakima Valley. Stopping at

the City of North Yakima we were met by Mr.

Granger, manager of the Sunnyside Iirigation

Canal. We enjoyed a drive of some fifty miles up

and down the Valley, and saw some of the practical

results of irrigation. The Valley, once a desert

plain, covered with what appears to be a coating of

sand, and producing only sage brush and cactus, is

being reclaimed. More than three hundred and

fifty miles of canals and ditches have been con-

structed, and it is estimated that seventy thousand

acres are now under cultivation.

It seemed little less than a miracle of transforma-

tion to stand in the midst of a sixty-acre orchard,

with trees bending under a great burden of apples,

pears, plums, prunes and peaches, the latter just

ripening, so that we were able to test the luscious

flavor of the fruit, and look across the road on the

desert of sand, sage brush and cactus, and realize

that five years has wrought this wonderful change.

Water and cultivation has transformed the desert

that was, to the fruit orchards, clover, alfalfa and

hop-fields that now are. The soil is deep and rich,

and the river, flowing through the Valley, furnishes

a superabundance of water. The rainfall, so abun-

dant west of the mountains, is here only nominal,

registering less than three inches a year. But with

irrigation, where water is plenty, the farmer has no

fear of drouth or of damage from storms. He ap-

plies water when and where it is needed, and a

bounteous harvest results.

Those interested in fruit culture may find in the

Yakima Valley all the conditions of success. Of

course, it takes labor and money to develop a fruit

farm, and some years must elapse before returns

can be expected. God has provided, in the seclu-

sion of these Rocky Mountain Valleys, a rich, fruit-

ful soil, with abundance of water for irrigation, and

a pleasant climate. The railway runs through the

Valley, affording transportation to market. While

the conditions seem favorable, we should advise no

one to settle here without first making a careful

personal investigation. Our stay was short, but we

were well pleased and favorably impressed with

what we saw.

Our next stop was with the members of the Mos-

cow church, in Northern] Idaho, in what is known

as the Palouse Country, a rich agricultural district

lying east of the Columbia River. Moscow has a
population of about four thousand, and is the seat
of the State University. The Brethren have a good
churchhouse in the city, where they hold Sunday
school and social meetings, There are about thirty

members here, but unfortunately they are without a
minister. We had three meetings, and were im-
pressed with the importance of supplying these
members with ministerial help, Not only at Mos-
cow, but at other points in the Palouse country, are
there organized churches without a minister.

What is most needed is, that not only one, but sev-
eral faithful ministers move into this fruitful land
and occupy it for the Lord. These members,—and
they number over a hundred in various parts of the
territory referred to,—plead for preachers. They
are interested for themselves, their children and
their neighbors.

At Spokane we met friend Geo. W. Whitesell,

formerly of the Donnel's Creek church, Ohio. His
home is twelve miles north of the city. His wife,

and her brother and wife, are faithful members.
When we heard of them we determined to drive out,

and visit them in their homes. They were over-

joyed to see us, although we had never met before.

After a season of worship together Sister White-
sell, with streaming eyes, thanked us for our visit

and said, "Can't you send us a minister? You
have so many preachers in the East; cannot some
of them come and help us?" And this was the

plea from all sides. May the Lord lay the burden

of this plea heavily upon the hearts of those who
can come and fill these callsl Here is a fruitful

and productive country. The chances for temporal

success seem to be good, and then there is such an

abundant work to be done for the Lord. It was

with regret that we left the Palouse country to

meet other engagements. Had we been free, we
should have remained and done what we could for

these isolated members of the church.

Some one is ready to ask why the Mission Board

does not supply this field. The General Commit-

tee has helped the District Board of Oragon and

Washington to the extent of its ability. But the

territory is large, and it is impossible to meet all

the calls. The Committee would gladly place a

minister in every open field, if the means and men
were at hand. Our plea now is, that some of our

ministers, where there are more than is needed,

move into this unoccupied field.

We were impressed with a statement made, as we

were told, by Bro. Daniel Hays at a District Meet-

ing in Virginia. The subject of mission work was

under discussion and Bro. Daniel said, "If you

want to do practical mission work, go into a new

territory, take your religion with you and live it out

in your lives." This is just what is needed here,

and we heartily endorse the sentiment, so earnestly

expressed by our brother. Here, at Moscow, at

Spokane, and at a score of other places in Idaho

and Washington, are openings for this kind of prac-

tical mission work. Who will enter the open field

and help in the work of the Lord?

In the homes of all these isolated members we

find our church paper. And how they do enjoy

reading its columns! It is their only minister, and

the church news from the East is read with absorb-

ing interest. It is the tie that binds them to the

old home, and holds them in loving fellowship to

the church of their choice. At several places we

inquired for the last number of the Messenger, for

it ha? an added interest when we are away from

home, but we were told that it had been read and

reread, and then loaned to the neighbors. The

paper is a great boon, not only to our isolated

members, but to the church at large. May God

grant that its tendency may ever be for the com-

plete unification of the church of Christ! p, L, H.
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him with any business. He puts him

he has no right to, and sometimes meddles with

other people's business. If we are not careful he

will make his appearance in every council-meeting,

and if he is not watched he is sure to have a hand
in all the troubles going on. It is the hardest kind
of work to keep him out of the pulpit. In spite of

all we can do he will now and then get into the

Messenger, and if he ever gets a half chance he

will run the whole Brotherhood. We give this no-
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THAT TROUBLESOME PERSON.
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The
should nev

wherever he

disturbai

hoods.

me person in the Brotherhood who
be permitted to attend an Annual

: any other conference. He travels a

nd makes a great deal of trouble

goes. We have known him to make
in council-meetings, where he had no
fever. He has been known to mar the

hole church, and even whole neighbor-

is not fit to be sent as a delegate to

either a District Meeting, or the Annual Meeting,
aid to allow him to get on the Standing Commit-
tee would be the next thing to a calamity. It

would never do in the world to send him as a mis-
sionary, in fact he should never be appointed to
any position of trust in the church or out of it. He
ought to be expelled from the church, for he is

doing more harm to the cause than a half dozen
fa-r-mmded men can do good. Just how to get him
out of the church is a puzzle. He is full of sharp
tricks and cunning ways. We are taught to love
our enemies, but how can we love a person like
1 hist We do not like to salute him; we do not even
like to call him " brother." We dare not trust

QUERISTS' DEPARTMENT.

Was Elijah, mentioned in Mai. 4: 5, and Elias, spoken of in

Matt. 17: 3, ihe same person? E. J. Repce.

The Elias of Matt. I?: 3 was the Elijah of the

Old Testament. He was translated, cr taken to

heaven, without seeing death, and on this occasion

stood with Jesus and Moses on the Mount of

figuration. The Elijah of Mai. 4: 5 refers to

John the Baptist, who was Elijah in spirit and
power, but not in person.

Have we any written discipline?
J. L. H.
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i must mske their ov/n living, we must
about the same privilege, respecting

ccupations, accorded other members, and yet we
ish it were so that they did not have to entangle
lemselves with worldly affairs so as to endanger

[ice companies, such as

? Is it right, according

So far as we

r expressed i

manage

grant the

We have an account of I ut two, Elijah and Pa
11 we know, concerning the visit of the latter

Paradise, is recorded in 2 C
before Christ, Elijah was ca

a whirlwind (2 Kings 2: I

earth, in the lime of Christ

and Mose

En-ch was

his return,

but the tim

a the Mo
slated, but

1 you please i

ually asked o

us who need ;

r 12. About 896 years

'ied up into heaven by

) but returned to the

and s:ood with Jesus

t of Transfiguration,

e have no account of

went from earth to heaven,

urn has not yet come.

the Messenger the questions that

The questic

s follows:

imething of this k

usually asked

s. s. s.

these visits ar

1. Are you still in the faith of the Gospel, as you
declared in your baptism?

2 Are you, as far as you know, in peace and un-

ion with the church?

3. Will you still labor with the Brethren for an
increase of holiness, both in yourself and others?

After these questions liberty should be giv. n to

members to bring before the visiting brethren any-
thing they may desire to, and that Ihey may think

the good of the church requires.

When a minis

large and wealtt

home empty-hat

Certainly n

have all his c

time. Then,

purse besides

nould be 1

the congreea

.iiit.i 1

Lilly

hold a series of meetings in

right lo permit him to retur

when he has a family t

F. E.

Mo it assuredly not. He should

ipenses paid, and a fair sum for his

if the sisters could make up a little

and send it to the minister's wife,

great help to the cause. We pity

that listen to
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night after night, while he labors earnestly for the

conversion of sinners, and then send him home
empty handed.

In I Cor. 3: 12 we read: "Now if any man build upon this

foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble."

What is meant by these six different materials?

John C. Stout.

The six classes of members that the minister

may be the means of bringing into the church.

They may also be designated as good, better, best,

and bad, worse, worst. The three former will

stand the test of the judgment, while the three

lalter will not. This chapter is addressed mainly

to ministers, and is intended to urge them to ex-

ercise the utmost caution regarding the class of

members to be gathered into the church, j. h. m.

** HOME * AND * FAMILY v

DEAR OLD AUNT BELINDA.

She was always hurrying,

Flurrying and worrying;

Dear old Aunt Belinda!

Never had a day for rest;

Never had a quiet breast;

Always some one " sore distressed:

"

Kind old Aunt Belinda!

Just in fun, each morn I'd say:

" Who's the ' sore distressed ' to-day ?
"

How to smooth another's way
Seemed to be her aim each day;

Dear old Aunt Belinda]

Always in the same strange mood;

Always, always doing good;

Clothes to one; another, food;

Kind old Aunt Belinda!

Just to tease her, I would say:

" Who's the ' sore distressed ' to-day?
'"

Deck her form with flowers fair;

Kiss her hands and smooth her hair;

Dear old Aunt Belinda!

Hers, at last, a day for rest;

Hers, at last, a quiet breast;

Many blessed she; much she's blessed;

Kind old Aunt Belinda!

Weeping, sad, I turned away,

—

I'm the " sore distressed " to-day.

—Independent.

WIND YOUR WATCH IN THE MORNINU.

BY NANNIE BLAIN UNDBRHILL.

Most school-teachers have their pupils to learn

mathematics in the morning, "because," they say,

"their minds are fresh then," so they think it

proper to devote the best part of the day to this

important study. But some of the best teachers I

have ever known, devote the afternoon to arith-

metic, "because," they say, "Their other lessons

are learned and out of the way then, and their

minds are free from other matter," so they prefer

the afternoon for the study of an important branch

of education.

Both methods have their respective virtues.

When I began teaching, I made it a rule to wind
my watch the first thing every morning, and it

never ran down, but after I became a housekeeper

I learned that most people wind their watches at

night. So I thought it would be well to do as they

did, and began doing so. But sometimes I would

be very weary when night came, and cares and

pains would wear upon my mind until I would
gladly avail myself of the night's rest, forgetting

my watch-winding until morning. Then, alas, it

would be run downl Perhaps some unusual cir-

cumstance would so absorb my mind as to cause

me to forget it, or the evening duties would be

left to some one else, and the watch left forgotten

and unwound. Early in the morning my eyes al-

ways seek the face of my little time- piece, to see

if it is time to arise and begin the day's duties. If

there is much time, it gives me a few moments to

spend with the dear Savior in sweet converse at

the beginning of the [day, If th« hour is late I

507

must hasten to prepare food for him whom, in old-
en time, the dutiful wife would have called " lord

"

(i Pet. 3: 6).

So I decided to re-adopt my former plan, of
winding my watch in the morning, when my eyes
first seek its face, and when my mind is fresh and
clear. Thus it ticks away, day after day, doing
its humble duty in its humble way.

But .there is another kind of "watch" to be
wound every day. (Matt. 24: 42; 25: 13; Mark 13:

35; Luke 21: 36; Acts 20: 31). Notice every one of

these watches carefully. They are not all exactly
alike, yet they are similar. They are the very
best of watches,—pure gold. All but one are stem-
winders. Now we will find a few of another sort;

though they, too, are solid gold. The principal

difference is, they are not stem-winders, Mark 13:

33; 14: 38; Col. 4: 2. Then there are a few odd de-

signs. 1 Cor. 16: 13; 1 Thess. 5: 6; 1 Pet. 4: 7; 2

Tim. 4: 5.

Every watch must be wound, to be of use. To
wind it a key is essential. Many are stem-winders:
that is, they have the key in the stem. All we
need to do, is to give the stem a few turns at the

proper time, and they are all right. These are the
most desirable kind. Others require a separate

key, and, so long as one is kept and used regular-

ly, they give just as good satisfaction as any, but

we have to open the time-piece and apply the key.

The stem-winders are those who have their minds
well stored with God's Word, so that their thoughts
readily turn to his law of life. Others need to

open his good book every time, and read a portion,

to direct their minds aright.

It has often been a source of joy to me, all day,

when I have turned to his Word and read just one
sentence in the morning early, before beginning

the day's duties. Every sentence is a key, and the

act of winding can be done in only one way; that

way is, by prayer. It is a good thing to have God's

Word in the house; it is better to have it in the

mind; but whether our watch and key be separate,

or in one, let us not neglect the winding.

Some time-pieces need winding only once a

week; the owners usually wind them up Sunday
morning, because it is easy to remember then.

But these are not beautiful gold watches, nor silver

ones either; they're just common clocks in wooden
frames. Some Christians wind up their spiritual

time-pieces once a week, only, on Sunday morning.

Then they go to meeting, and pray, and get full

of the Holy Spirit; and the next Sunday they go

and get wound up again. That may be sufficient

for those large souls who can hold enough religion

at one winding to last them a whole week. But

for a poor little weak-ticking watch, like me, it

would never do at all. I just have to get a fresh

supply of grace every day, yes, eve*y morning, or

I'm sure to run down,

Some folks are like Waterbury watches,—they

need to be wound up twice a day; and three times

a day is better. Well, dear reader, if yours is a

Waterbury, don't neglect the winding. Most of us

are of that kind. No matter if it is a B, W. Ray-

mond, in a gold case; it won't hurt to give it a few

turns every evening.

But, while we would in no wise discourage the

evening winding, or the noon; still we wish to in-

sist upon the early morning attention to this im-

portant duty. Some, like the teachers with after-

noon mathematics, prefer to do their praying in

the evening, at the close of the day, when their

other duties are all done, and their minds free

from the care and worry of the day's work. This

is a beautiful privilege, and, if done in a spirit of

loving gratitude for a loving Father's daily watch-

care, it is very commendable. But, if, like mathe-

matics, it be considered an irksome task, and so

put off till late in the evening, when our minds are

clouded with the sorrows and cares of the day's

trials, when our bodies are tired and long for rest,

when our souls are sleepy and we care not what

the morrow may bring forth, only so we can retire

from labor to iwcet slumber now.-^hen, I fear, the

little watch may sometimes be forgotten, and left
unwound; or, perhaps, only partly wound, and so
run down the next day. How many precious souls
have gone forth without a kind_word; never to re-
turn, because father or mother, ~or wife or husband,
forgot to pray that morning? So the tempter
came and worried them, and they lost their pa-
tience and said unkind things to those dear ones
whom God gave us to love. Think of the aching
void in the bereaved heart where prayer was for-
gotten! How many times poor souls have yielded
to the tempter and gone astray, because they for-
got to pray. See Luke 22; 40, 46. But, dear ones,
if the prayer was forgotten this morning, it is not
too late now. The watch may be run down, and
some time lost, but it will tick away again if you
wind it up now. " Watch ye and pray, lest ye en-
ter into temptation." Mark 14: 38. Some have
died with harsh words on their lips. "Watch,
therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the
hour."

But if we are careful to wind our watch every
morning, it ticks away all the time. So, if we but
seek the Lord early every morning, while our
minds are fresh, we gain strength and grace and
courage for all the day's duties, and can go cheer-
fully about our tasks, trusting in him that doeth
all things well, and repose gladly in his loving care
at night. Though it may be required of us to be-
gin the day's duties very early, yet it takes but a
moment to read one little passage of Scripture,
and to offer up a short prayer will be such a help
to us all day, that we will never miss the time thus
spent. Long prayers are not required. "God is in
heaven, and thou upon earth; therefore, let thy
words be few." (Eccl. 5: 2.) "Seek ye first the
kingdom of God, and his righteousness." What-
ever our lot in life may be, let us first seek the
Lord and his grace every morning; then all will go
well in our daily work.

Husbands and parents, do not be too exacting
about the early breakfast. We know of souls who
long to go away to a quiet spot every morning and
seek for strength to bear them safely through the
day's duties, but who dare not leave the kitchen
till their earthly lord has first been served. Then
other duties crowd in upon their time, and prayer
is neglected. At last, patience is exhausted and
a weary wife utters cross words that cut like a dag-
ger into the innocent soul. An over-burdened
child becomes insolent and stubborn. Why? Be-
cause the morning prayer was neglected.

Wind your watch in the morning,

—

Yes, wind your "watch and pray."

Then don the blest adorning,*

And wear it all the day.

To have our faces beautiful,

Our lives,—they must be dutiful,

—

There is only one true way.

Wind your watch in the morning,

—

Yes, wind your "watch and pray."

Oh, heed the Savior's warning.

And thus begin the day.

When temptations come to lure us,

Then our Father would secure us.

If our trust in Jesus lay,

Wind your watch in the mor
Yes, wind your "watch am

With the day's early dawnin

Seek Jesus while you may
Then all earthly lurings spu

in).;.

Oui

We'll find 'I

ird he;

Wind your watch in the morning,

—

Yes.'wind your " watch and pray:

"

When hungry souls are yearning

For bread their wants to stay,

—

Oh, seek that pure food from heaven

'Tis like manna, freely given

To us to give away.

Wind your watch in the morning,

—

Yes, wind your "watch and pray:
"

Dear sculs from us are learning,—

Then seek the heavenly way.

May we be to them a blessing,

—

Angel arms/>f,love caressing,

—

Beaming^on tbrmjove's bright ray
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OHIO.

Lima. — One was received into the church by
baptism, at this place, July 18 Bro. Fisher from
Indiana, was with us and preached several very
interesting sermons.

—

David Byer'yJuly 24.

Fostoria.—To the brethren and sisters of North-
western Ohio I would say that we have poor chil-

dren here who arc not able to come to the Sunday
school for want of clothing. May we not have
clothes sent to us that are outgrown? Donations
of any kind will be thankfully received—Add,e F.
Koylnr, 632 W. Freemont St., July 26.

Feet-Washing Discussed.—There will be a dis

cussion held, on the ordinance of feet-washing, in

the Blue Creek church, Paulding County, Ohio,
Aug. ;, 1897. J W. Kline, of McComb, Ohio, will

speak against the ordinance, and Bro. I. J Rosen-
berger, of Covington, Ohio, will reply. Each
speaker is to have a speech of fifty minutes, with
a recapitulation of ten minutes each — Oliver Uil-
liims, Hedges, OhioJuly 25.

Jeffersonville. — Brethren Jonas Horning, H.
Frantz, and David Leatherman came here July 23
Bro. Leatherman preached for us Friday night.
On Saturday at 10 o'clock, we met in council. Bro.
Wiley Dolby was advanced to the second degree in
the ministry. Brethren Frantz and Leatherman
left us after the council. Bro. J. Horning stayed
with us over Sunday. All business passed off
pleasantly. The attendance was small, yet we had
a good meeting.— WiUy Dolhyjuly 2j.

Wolf Creek Church. — Doubtless many of the
readers of the Messenger, especially those living
i 1 Indiana and Ohi.», know our aged brother Diniel I

Kuntz. He was raised along Wolf Creek, near
Trotwood, and lived in that vicinity for nearly half
a century. Early in the career of his life, he united
with the Brethren church. He communed for the
fist time about sixty-five years ago in the old Wolf
Creek meetinghouse. About eight or ten years
a3o he moved to Indiana. He never fails to come
bick every year and enjoy the Communion ser-
vices. This year the ocasion was moie joyous
than usual to him, because he could commune
with some of his children for the 6rst time. He is

devout in his demeanor, and patriarchal in ap-
pearance. A few more days or years, and the dear
aged brother will enjoy the services in the world
beyond-/. H. Brigh; Dayton, Ohio, July 23.

Tuscarawas Church. — We are getting along
nicely, as a band of workers for the Master. While
we feel greatly encouraged in our work, in that we
have the co-operation of the faithful, yet we feel
that greater efforts should be put lorth by some
One week ago we had the pleasure of adding a
young sister to the number of Christ's followers I

have been solicited to conduct meetings this 'fall
and winter, and take this method of informing the
Brethren that I will again enter the field, but I do
not want to engage my services to so many church-
es as formerly. The idea of limiting the duration
of a meeting I do not like, hence those, desiring my
services, will please make arrangements soon so
that I „„ govern myself accordingly. _ Re

'

ubln
S/imyer, Pierce, Ohiojuy 21.

PENNSYLVANIA.

York.-July S our church me. in council. Eld
i>. K. /.ug. of Lancaster County, Pa

, presided. It
was one of the most pleasant councils we ever at
tended. A great deal of very important matter
was disposed of during the session. It was unani
mously agreed to open a mission point in the east
ern part of the city by the church, and the city
ministering brethren were appointed to take charge
of the matter, in behalf of the church. The Minis-
terial Meeting, for the Southern District of Penn
sylvania, will be held at York, Nov 11 and 12The same will be followed by a series of meetings
by Bro. S. F. Sanger.-^rVam S. HersheyJuJy iS.

I

Green Tree.— Last Saturday, July 24 ,

mitted to witness Christian baptism administered
by Bro. J. T. Meyers, in the Schuylkill River, near
the Green Tree meetinghouse, to three brethren
and six sisters, ranging from fourteen to thirty-
five years in age, This makes an addition of thir-
ty by baptism since the beginning of the year.
The eastern churches of Pennsylvania seem to be
good working order, as far as I was able to learn

so far.— T. Myers, Oak:, Pa
, July 10.

Meyersdale.-Thc church and Sunday school are
getting along nicely. Good interest is shown in
the Sunday school work. We set apart the first
Sunday in every month to collect funds for mis-

I

sionary work. For this month, I believe, it was
some over S; 00 The school decides each time
where the collection is to go. We had a very
pleasant council on Saturday last. Bro. Daniel
Vauiman was with us. He also preached yester-
day ,n the forenoon and evening. The church de-
ided to sell their old churchhouse in Hyndman

and buy the Albright house, which is centrally lo-
cated, and which we can get on very reasonable
terms. We also set the time of holding our fall
love feast for Sept. 18-/. C Johnson, July 26

Coventry Church.—We decided at our council to
send the co lection taken at our harvest horn
meeting to Sister Alice Boone, Brooklyn, N VWe also decided to hold a series of meetings dur
ng late November and early in D.-cember. Bro
Haas, of Philadelphia, is selected to help in th.
neetings.—Esther B Kulp, Poltstown, Pa.

Marsh Creek Church.- Bro. Levi Tiostle is witl

[

us at present and doing some good preaching, a!
opportunity affords, while visiting among his ole
friends and brethren, who are always pleased with
his visits, as he does not forget to administer some
of the Father's food, in the way of spiritual talk
Last Sunday he talked for us at ihe old Marsh
Creek church. After preaching services four dear
souls were buried wilh Christ in baptism amidst
great rejoicing.- C. L P/ouls, /«> 25.

Hartley.-I arrived here last Monday, and be-
gan a series of meetings in a little grove near the
meetinghouse (the house being too small for the
crowd). Great crowds of people assemble to hear
the Word. Men and women are entering the fold,
the holy Ghost is bearing witness to the great
truths of the Gospel and causing a stir in the com-

ity. Eld. S. H. Uiz has charge of our work in
the city during our absence. I am convinced there
are many places in the Brotherhood where a
mighty work might be done by out door meetings.
—Albert Holhnger, Washington, D. C.July 23.

AuB- 7, I89;.

most excellent sermon at the Valley church ~to~a
very large congregation. His theme was "TheLove of God." On account of his health, he hasnot preached for eight months. We are gad that
his health is better, as his services are much need!ed,n his congregation -5. L. Shiver, Tr„utv«l,
r a., July 24.

'

MISSOURI.

Waluut Creek Church.-We met in council lulv
3. Much business came before the meeting. Bro

I

F Culp has been our elder for some time. On ac
count of his resignation Bro. A. Wampler was
given the charge A mission board of five mem
bers was chosen to work up the mission territory
within the limits of this congregation. We trustmuch good may be done, according to the plan
adopted by our District Meeting. The church de-
eded to have a series of meetings conducted by
our home ministry, commencing Sept. 25. Our
love feast will be held Oct. 8 We a.e having a
very good Sunday school, with brethren W.llie
Maxwell and Six as Superintendents -E.ther Cri/,e,
Knrt,r,osZer,Mo.,Ju'}>2d,

Sedal^-As we are havirg monthly appoint-
ments in Sedalia, Mo., any one knowing of mem
bers or members' children, living in that place, will
confer a favor by writing us, giving their name
place of residence, etc., that thev may be visited
and invited to the meetings. Eght membe.s are
known to be living in and near ^^H 3 li^ r 1t> anu near Sectalia

—

Israel
Lnfc, KrohiosterJohnson Co., Mo., July 26.

VIRGINIA.

Among the Mountains.-July 17 Bro. T. C. Den-
ton and I went to one of the outposts of this con-
gregation, on top of the Blue Ridge Mountain
Bro. Denton spoke that night to a fair congrega-
tion. Though it was somewhat rainy, we went, on

iday morning, three miles down on the Bedford
1, where there was a large crowd assembled.

The house did not hold over half the people. Bro
Denton gave them an able sermon, after which he
baptized two persons. Those people are very anx
ious for the Brethren to preach for them. Cross-
ing the mountain at this place is quite a task. We
had to walk nearly all the way up and down the
mountain. Near the top of the mountain is a cold
spring. It seems strange to see a spring so high
up. It is said that water seeks its level. How
does it get up so high?-S. L. Shaver, Troutville,
Va.July 24,

Botetourt Church. — To-day was the regular
time for the church meeting of this church. We
assemoled at the Valley house All the official

bers were present but one, and he was away
home. The visit was appointed and consid-
e other business disposed of. Three letters

ot membership were received. We granted a let-
ter to our worthy minister, J. C. Beahm, and wife
Our harvest meeting will occur on Saturday, Aug.'
7. To day, July 25, Bro. Taylor Pursley preached a

IOWA.

Elkhart—This church is moving along harmoni
sly. Our Sunday school is continuing with theme officers as last quarter. We have a fair at-

tendance and interest. A very interesting sineinr?
school is being held each alternate Sunday even-
ing. What we greatly need here is more workers
in the church. We are so scattered that the heavy
burden falls on the few at different points-^
Goughnour. July 26.

Minister Wanted.-We, the members of the
Prairie City church, greatly desire a minister
to locate among us, our minister having moved to
North Dakota. We have a churchhouse, and a
splendid farming country. For information, ad-
dress the wr.ter.-W. A. Y.ung, Prai-i, City, Iowa.

Notice.—The District Meeting of Southern Iowa
will be held Oct 8 in the English River congrega-
tion. Ministerial Meeting Oct. 7, and love feast
Oct. 6, at 4 P. M. Those coming by rail over the
B. C. R & N., will stop at South English- over theCM & St. P

,
at Webster; over the C. R I & P

at Harper. All should come for beginning of
meeting. Trains will be met by notifying the
writer, and stating time and place of arrival.—5. F.
Brower, South English, Iowa.

CALIFORNIA.

To Whom It May Concern.-Circumstances have
so occurred as to make it necessary that we return
east in the near future Our sojourn anions the
churches in Southern California has been pleas-
ant to us, and we trust, mutually profitable. Our
best wishes and prayers are exercised in their be-
half. In selecting a field for future labor, I have
nade it a point to locate where a minister is need-
id, hence we will locate at Meriden Kins., where
the Brethren have a good churchhouse, with a

of members in the vicinity, but have no
resident minister. After August l S , our corres-
pondents will address us at Meriden, Kans —/ ?
Mohler.

'

MARYLAND.
Pine Grove —We had two grand sermons deliv-

ered by brethren I. O. Thompson and W. T. Sines,
on Saturday evening and Sunday nin.ni n „ iw. „'
gret that many of the members wi
Saturday evening especially, as
missed a great treat. The writer t

funeral of Bro. S. A Sisler, July v ,

tended by a large concourse of friends
tances.—Samuel M. Wtlhelm, PLascnt Hid W Va
July 18. '

'

'. not there, on
we think they
s present at the

, which was at-
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Brownsville Church.—

C

Philip Castle, liaving been

at our late lo

Noahlur dear brother,

elected to the n

feast, when there was no elder

present, the installation services were deferred un-

til last Sunday, July 18 at our regular appointment

Eld. D. F. Stouffer was with us. and, after preach-

ing an excellent sermon, installed our brother in-

to the sacred office with deep solemnity. He is

now one of the ministers of the Brownsville church.

There have been five baptized and one restored

since my last report, — Geo. W. Kaetzel,. Gap'ar.d

Md., July 20.

OKLAHOMA TERRITORY.

Turkey Creek.—The r

Kay County, Oklahom;

—=»< CORRESPONDENCE *»~-

111.

We

of this ch are

decided to hold

ug. 7, a ad to

also he Id a lot

commen ce at fi

vitation to ad >i

Trip to Annual Meeting.

On the morning of May
route to Frederick, Md. (

through I

the b.eth

South Wi

left Sheldon, en

the way eastward,

arout,

tinue over the 15th,

feast Aug. 14. Meeting will

o'clock. We extend a cordial

ing churches, to meet with us on the occasion

Any brethren or sisters, wishing to come on th

cars, will be met at New Ponca, by addressing th

writer. This mce'ing will be held at the home

Samuel Anglemyer, seven miles due west of Ne\

Ponca.

—

Margaret E. Anglemyer, New fovea, Okla.,

July 26.

Ingram.—There is a small church of twenty two

members in this town. Though but a small vine, I

hope it will grow stronger. I 3m only thirteen

years of age, but have been a member of the

church three years. We had a fir

and prospects for a large cotton

ood.

—

Emma E. Fornty.July 20.

yesterday,

eem to be

goo

ARKANSAS.

St. Francis Church.—We met in quarterly c<

cil June 26. Bro. D. L. Forney presided. E
thing passed off pleasantly. Brother and Sister

Forney asked for a letter, as the Mission B.

has decided to send them to India. The ch:

regretted very much to part with our brother and

sister, as there is much work to be done here. It

did us good to be with the members, as we had not

met any Brethren until then. We left the Lick

Creek church, Ind., over two years ago. After a

shert stay in Illinois, we moved three miles west

of Wynne, Ark. Should any of our ministering

Brethren be traveling with the excursion that will

soon go to southern points, we would be glad to

have them stop here, and give us some meetings.

Bro. J. Sloniker preached for us July II. We
hive meetings about eleven miles from here. The

church is about twenty-five miles frem this point.

We decided to hold our love feast Sept. 4.—Eve

Prtce, Wynne, Ark, July 22.

NORTH DAKOTA.

Kenmare.—The members at this place met July

17 to form an organization. Elders A. E. Weaver

and J. P Beagle were with us Name of organiza-

tion is "Lies Lace Valley'' church. One brother

was called to the offi:e of deacon. We decided to

adopt the ballot system in electing of officers We
have two ministers and two deacons. Bro. A. E.

Weaver, of Bowbells, has charge of this new organ-

ization. The members are conducting an interest-

ing Sunday school here—Ida A. Beagle. July 17.

WEST VIRGINIA.

Charleston. — Is there not a minister in the

Brotherhood who is willing to come to Charleston

to make an effort to build up a church to the glo-

ry and honor of God, and to lead souls into the

true and marvelous light of the Gospel? If there

is not, will some sister come and do what she can

for the Master?—A. Haws, July 26.

TEXAS.

Panhandle Church.—We met in quarterly coun-

cil July 3. Everything passed off pleasantly. Eld.

Joseph Glick labored very earnestly for us in some

meetings, and encouraged us very much. We ex-

pect Bro. C. H. Brown, from Kansas, to preach for

us next week.

—

Geo. H. Bashore, Miami, Tex., Ju-

ly 23'

The last ten days were spent with the Brethren

in the Woodland, Astoria and Roanoke churches.

We met five times for worship with Ihe Woodland

church. The congregations were large and atten

tive. The interest taken here by the membership

in the song service, aids materially in making th

preachir-g services profitable.

The Sunday school is large and well managed.

It is gratifying to know that here, as in almost all

other place , the young brethren and sisters who

have been with us, become active church and Sun-

day school workers on their return from school.

This is proof that parents can do nothing belter to

help the church now, and strengthen it for the fu-

ture, than to give their children the advantages ol

the religious culture afforded by our schoo's. This

should be done as early in life as possible. In the

Astoria church Ihe meetings were held in the

United Brethren church in the cily. The attend

ance was large and the interest commendable. II

is manifest that here, as in many other places, the

Brethren should have a house of worship in the

city. As our people go into the cities and towns

it should be remembered that, as a rule, it is not

good policy to buy old churches, discarded by oth

er denominations, on account of their out-of-the

way location. Better secure an additional thou

sand dollars and locate so as to accommodate thosi

who are to be reached. Roanoke was the last oni

of eleven churches visited on my trip to Southen

HeIllinois,

and in their church,

the former he

for ship, both in town

Thi

Bro.

theGish. Much of his earlier

was done here. Sister Barbara, the life compan-

ion of our deceased brother has her home here.

A number of young people from this community

have been at Mt. Morris, some of whom are now

among the most active church workers. Help in

the ministry is much needed here, Uro. Thos. Kci-

ser being the only one to serve Ihis church in that

capacity. Perhaps in no other one thing do so

many elders fail to heed the advice of Annual

Meeting, as in Iheir neglect to have churches call

young brethren to the ministry.

Our visit to Southern Illinois was very enjoya-

ble. While there is always room for improvement,

we are pleased to know that, on the whole, the

churches visited are alive and doing good service

for the Master. The Lord continue to bless these

and all the churches of the Brotherhood!

July 2S.
|

J- G- Rover.

The Northeastern Kansas Mission Field.

Bro. C. H. Brown, our State District Evangelist,

is in the field I find that the attachments formed

in that work are peculiar and lasting. S'nce the

expiration of my last year's term, I have visited the

following posts with good results: Atchison, State

Penitentiary, Clay Center, Oakhill, and also New

Cambria, in the Northwestern District.

At the latter place I found fourteen isolated

members in a very fine section of country. Their

zeal was, to me, a surprise, especially on hearing

how few their opportunities are to hear preaching.

To the Brethren who go there to preach, I would

say that the remarks about the few meeting

the appreciation of them loudly calls for me

them, and I suggest that an effort be made to have

the Gospel Messenger introduced among our peo-

ple and their many friends there. There are a few

energetic young members there who are very prom

tsing for the work and are found to be the

fruits of the Brethren's effectual labor in the past.

Address Bro. George Dell or A. C. Root for any

further information desired. C. C. Root,

Osawiie, Kam., July 22.

/a, I had the privilege of meeting with

1 and sisters in the sanctuary at Greene,

rloo, and in the City of Waterloo. The
nd night of May 19 I spent with Bro.

Cedar Rapids. Owing to a heavy rain-

fall that evening, we did not attend the prayer

mectirg. I am told they have an earnest little

band of workers in the city.

May 22 and 23 fuund us in the midst of a pleas-

ant love feast with the members of Franklin Grove,

III. Monday forenoon I went to Mt. Morris, where

tied to attend three sessions of the

f the school, which I enjoyed

very much. Though my stay was short, 1 brought

iway from Mt. Morris College the impression of

an orderly, thorough and well regulated institution,

with a Christian spirit pervading.

I was especially impressed with the unassuming

disposition of its President, whose hospitality I was

permitted to enjoy, After visiting in his home
one can study his "Outlines on the Home" to

greater advantage. Would to God we all had such

homes! We wou'd not need to be continually an-

noying our Conferences with the question of wear-

ing hats, jewelry, etc.

Then, to visit the Messenger office and get per-

sonally acquainted with its editors and business

manager, had been a longing desire of my soul.

After being shown through the Publishing House,

I was convinced of the magnitude of the donation

which was made to the Brotherhood by the trans-

fer of the publishing interests. Now, since the

profits arising from the business go into the treas-

ury of the Mission Board, let us see that we use

none but our own publications! Let no one cavil

about the price of our church paper, but pay it

gladly, so there can be a margin with which to lift

its standard still higher. We now have the clean-

tous paper of any that I know, and, by

proper efforts, we can raise its standard so that the

Christian world must recognize Us worth,

pany with brethren D. L. Miller and Ga-

len B. Royer, I left Mt. Morris, May 27, for Fred-

We had about an hour in which to change

n Chicago. Here we met Sister Lizzie Howe,

brethren W. R. Miller, W. L. Bingaman, and

Christian Hope. We traveled together as far 39

io. While I stopped over Sunday

Brethren Miller and Royer went on

ton, D. C, where they attended a lov

day evening.

Vhile in Ohio I attended the love feast at Brc

at Fosto-

to Wash-
e feast on

Snavely's

ing and e

ear New Washington. Sunday

ting I tried to hold forth the

nail, but very attentive audi-

Monday, May 30, at 7

re in the Bible class and

/ soul, never to be for-

; very pleasant to greet

pie

Word of Truth to si

ences at the Brethren

I reached Frederick, i

P. M. The time spent tl

meeting, was a feast to

gotten. Then, too, it v

old friends and form acqua

The week after the Conference, I had the

of worshiping with the members at Union Bridge,

Meadow Branch and Pipe Creek, Md. During the

same week 1 visited the famous battlefield of Get-

tysburg, on which was achieved the decisive victo-

ry of the Union. It is now a national park. The

sum of Sto.000 is appropriated every year for its

improvement. If a nation will make such effort,

and incur such great expenses to hold in memory

that victory, what ought we to do to magnify the

victory which our Savior achieved when he rent

asunder the bands of the tomb, and came out a

victor over death, hell and the grave!

On my homewaid journey I met with the mem-

bers at Milledgeville and Lanark, III., also stopped

about two weeks at Waterloo, Iowa, where I spent

the time very pleasantly with Bro. I. N. H. Beahm,

in his meetings. I reached Sheldon, July 16,

thankful to the Lord for his protecting care!

P. B. FlTZWATER,

Sheldon, Iowa,
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From Sweden.

I AM moved to write a few lines for th<

Messenger, to tell you what it is to belong t<

a " separate " people,— a people who show
not only by faith, but also by works, that the)

In general, the people here arc proud, and
do not like plain clothing, whatever their faith

may be. When I first wore the Brethren's

peculiar garb, I was the object of much ridi-

cule and abuse, for the people looked upon us

as being identical with the Salvation Army.
Since, however, our church has become belter

known, the people have begun to respect us.

Now, when I go to market or go shopping, they

are ever and anon asking whether it is necessa-

ry thus to be "separate" from the world as to

They ask if 1 am the more happy for

rini; v tldo.
My plain apparel has often given occasion

to many long conversations with the honest in-

quirer, for no other religious professors wear
such apparel. During the twelve years that I

have worn it I have given testimony a number
of times. 1 also had many oppor
speaking to the people about the s;

their souls. Thus my "modest apparel" has
been of much use, and a great blessing. I

has often warned me against acting contrary
to the teachings of our blessed religion, When
I have seen people's scornful looks, while
walking on the streets, it has caused me to

pray to God and to thank him for all his good-
ness to me, in giving me grace, not only to be-
lieve in the name of Jesus, but to sutler for his

My wish is that all my sisters in Sweden, as
well as in America, may, with joy and bold-
ness, show to a world, lying in wickedn
we caic not for the criticisms of the ungodly,
desiring only to please our Lord and Master,
who, while here below, jotight not his own
pleasure, but made an entire sacrifice of him-
self for our sakes.

May we remember,—when the enemy would
tempt us to follow fashion's commands,—that
the Lord gave his life for us, that we might be
saved. Holy women should adorn themselves
with modesty and sobriety, in the hidden man
of the heart. So did the holy women of old
adorn themselves, whose glory it was thus to
adom the doctrine of our God and Savior.

., , „ Amanda Ohlsson.
Malmo, Sweden.

ouse to watch all who omc in. This special
Incard was soon torn off gates and walls, wa:
printed and put up again, but soon disap
sared also. I certainly did not employ or in

duce any one to do it.

two newspapers of Jerusalem,— the only

published in all Palestine, and both in

Hebrew, which proves the important and sig-

nificant fact that Hebrew, the sacred tongue
of the Old Testament, is rapidly becoming
again a living tongue in this land,—contained
leading articles, letters and comments on these

desire. It \ sple
i thii

Rabbinic interdicts, all, of

mthorityof the Rabbis. One leading
tide, a full column in length. Pas head
What shall we do Against the Mission

— «.a party
Dr. Gregg, of Brooklyn, N. Y., whom I saw
when there in December, 1801. Another wel-

from India, and his good wife, with whom we
spent a blessed day going to Hebron and
back, all the way conversing on Biblical and
prophetic subjects, so strikingly illustrated by
lone sees in this land.

It is delightful to see men of God of all de-
iminations taking pleasure in the very sto

Bible Land, and it

most imprudent to specify names, addresst
or any indications of their present whereabout
We solicit prayer for those who have goi
abroad and for those still here, as also for a

> this IV,

money, that we i

from the missiona

s had nearly t

"Send
ssion, and the an
us larger sums of

iy entice the people away

s full of hubbub about the

a respectable Rabbi bad
: on the Lord's Day, and

prophets, Messiah must have com
existence of the second temple, i

lowliness to suffer and die for the

From the Jerusalem Christian Union
Mission to the Jews, Etc —

Random Thoughts.

"And ye shall hear of wars and rumors o
wars." Such has been our condition in thi

City of Jerusalem for weeks past, and still is

with disquieiing rumors and gloomy forecast
of what will follow. The local Hebrew news
papers have issued frequent one-sheet supple
ments, in parallel Arabic and Hebrew col
limns, with telegrams reporting Turkish vie
lories over the belligerent Greeks, and pre
dieting yet greater conquests, which art
placarded over the gates and walls of the city
and attract crowds of eager readers, inspiring
the Moslems with proud, fierce looks on all

"See that ye be not troubled" is the divine
admonition to God's people and to his servants
in the mission field; for "the Lord reigneth,"
and he will protect and shield us from danger
if we trustfully pursue the work he has given
us to do, undisturbedly and perseveringly.
We have tried to do so prayerfully, listening
to the exhrrtation, "In your patience possess
yc your souls," and the Lord has kept us fully
at work making known the message of re-
deeming love,— the Gospel of salvation,—to
earnest listeners, including many newcomers.
The reader may have seen an article by me

headed, " The Jerusalem Rabbis Alarmed," de-
scribing the Cherems,-interdicts,-with which
the Rabbis have been placarding the gates of
synagogues, schools, etc., and even the doors
of private houses, full of curses and threaten-
ings against all Jews going to mission schools,
the hospital, or near the missionaries. One of
these placards, and the sUongesi-wcrded, was
specially against the work of the pervert Ben
Oliel, and all who persisted in listening to his
teaching, attending his classes, or entering his
bouse, were threatened wiih the publication of
their names by placards, expulsion from the
Jewish community, and all sorts of bad conse-
quences, Spies were set around this mission

.
quoting, among other predictions, the

following explicit prophecies: Hag. 2: 6-q
Mai. 3: 1; Zech, o: 9; 13: 7 , etc. He was de-
tected coming in, was called before the Rab-

scolded and abused, and made to
promise that he would not come again,
The general result has been that, while sev-
al of the older inquirers have desisted from

coming, some only for a short time, I have had
newcomers during the last two months
it any corresponding space of time be-

fore. And, singularly, the women of Mrs.
Ben-OIiel's weekly Mothers* Sewing Meeting,
and the girls of the dressmaking school, four
days weekly, have continued to come as nu-
merously as ever, all the time the hubbub 1

ed; and it has made no great difference in

number of young men of the higher class, 1

attend Miss Evangeline Ben-OIiel's even
Testament English Class, who m

On the contrary, m

:, upholding blessed work to help thi

Biblical importance of all they see.

Jerusalem is holy ground to the followers of
Mohammed, quite as much, if not more, as to
Jews and Christians, and second only to Mecca
and Medina, to which cities they flock yearly

thousands as pilgrims, Not far from Jeri-
o, and overlooking the Dead Sea (the Salt
a is its Scriptural name), there is a sort of

chapel on the top of a cordage hill, to which
Moslem tradition points as Pisgah, the burial

if Moses, and to which they resort year-
ly in large numbers during Passover week,—
Easter time. The procession starts from Jeru-
salem, accompanied by the Governor, soldiers i

on foot and horseback, military bands, and the
Sheiks,—holy men,—of the city, It is a grant
display, and almost all the Moslem inhabit
ants,— men, women and children,— clad ir

their best, go and sit on the declivities
Mount Moriah, facing Olivet, to witness it

start. I saw it this last Easter, and heard the
ilitary salute fro:

Comfort ye, comfort ye, my people, „„,,
your God" A, Ben Olibl.
Jerusalem, June, iSgy.

Notice of Ministerial Meeting of

Southern Ohio.

The Ministerial Meeting of the Southern
istrict of Ohio will be held at the Sugar
rove meetinghouse, ir the bounds jointly of

the Covington and Newton churches Aug. n,
ing at 8 A. M. Services the evening

before, in the Covington church, in Covington,
conducted by Eld. Quinter Calvert; also in

Hill, same evening, conducted by
0. P. Hoover, of Dayton, Ohio. Subject,

e of 1

ipply for adn

lind that thes

: up

md let

young men,
uy study to h,

) p ray-

chapter read, verse by
take their turn, and rem;
>mestic worship. It has, in fact/be
ible Class, and thus I conduct eight Bibl

Few***"
weekly*~"three with Jews a»d five wit!

Among the newcomers is an intelligent an.
srious young Jew, twenty-two or twenty-fou
:ars of age. who had been long a resident ii

idia. Within a few weeks of his first cominf
he confessed himself convinced that Jesus it

the Christ—ihe Messiah promised to our fore
fathers,-and now he comes to evening prayer:

is. He took a pencil copy of the Lord' 1

prayer, and the next evening recited it from
iory. Reader, kindly rem-mber this son

of Abraham and all his fellow inquirers at the
: of the God of Israel.

recur to the now raging war between
Turkey and Greece. Last August I wrote an
""'tin two parts on "Turkey" and "The

Eastern Question," foreshadowing some of the
i now transpiring in the Orient. Some

papers published the first part only, so far as I
now, shrinking, probably, from the general
id prophetic view taken in the second part,
(cepting the Morning Star, of London, which
serted both parts in its number for May 1.

Pilgrims to the Holy Laud have not been so

1 fori r yea:
nong them were two notable pilgrimages
im the United States of America, consisting
linly of ministers of the Gospel The first

1 Dr. Lori

ltually he
Tremont Temple, Boston

at come. Dr. Hovey, of N
instead. The second came under the

leadership of Dr. Blackall, of Philadelphia
Ne.ther was as large as was expected, nor had
they as much continuous time, in Jerusalem it-
self, as is desirable. With Dr. Blackall and
his party I walked on the first Sabbath they
were here to the true Golgotha, ouiside the
walls, where we had a service of prayer and
praise, and I gave them the evidences which
prove it to be the true "place of a skull."
Thence we walked to the Mount of Olives, and
I was expounding all we saw for hours consec-
utively, We had happy Christian fellowship
with these Brethr«n, though not all we could

the purpose. This year, h
great disquiet among th

-atins, Greeks, An
lispered abroad tha;

the pilgrims, inflated by far

ikely to be a semi-Armeniai
ievers in the Lord Jesus
The reader can readily imagine the an:
looks and tremulous inquiries of the Chri
inhabitants as to whether the Pasha would be
qual to the occasion, and adopt rigorous
leasures to prevent an outbreak. Happily

he did frustrate, any such sinister intention if

:ally exist, as some assert positively to

Nabi Mussa pilgrimage is a sort of
open air picnic, and it is said that, contrary

the Koran prohibition, strong drinks are in-
dulged in, especially on the return journey.
Apprehensions of this kind have not been on-

of late, particularly when the army
or militia, have been called out to
in the outskirts of this city. Such is

the life we have been leading in Jerusalem
these last two years or longer; but the Lord

ifully preserved his Holy Hill of Zion
from bloodshed and atrocitits. Pray, reader
that his protecting arm may continue to shield

And, dear readers, who, with us, cheerfully
obey the exhortation, "Pray for the peace of
Jerusalem;" and who, like my Brother Paul,
can truly say, "My heart's desire and prayer
to God for Israel is, that they might be saved,"
kindly bear in mind, and make it known
among your friends, that this is a mission of
faith and trust in the Lord, in which its six
workers,-likely soon to become eight,—are
wholly dependent on the free-will offerings of
God's people for support, and for the support
of the various branches of the work, which are,
briefly, first and foremost, conferences and dis-
:ussions with Jews who come every day and at
ill hours, but most numerously on Satu
.nd holidays, singly or in groups
hem in my library study, where the Talmud
and Rabbinic books are at hand

:ond, English services, morning and
evening, every Lord's Day, for the spiritual
benefit of non-Episcopalians during the trav-
eling season,—October to May. Third, evan-
gelistic journeys during the summer months to
other towns in Palestine. Fourth, Mrs. Ben-
Oliels weekly Mothers' Meeting. Fifth, Miss
Evangeline Ben-OIiel's New Testament' Eng-
ish Class of young men, now assisted by my
on, Arthur. Sixth, the Girls' Daily School,
with an attendance of thirty to forty. This
was conducted by Miss Evangeline, also, but
has been suspended since last summer, for she
could not do both. I trust the Lord will pro-
vide a suitable teacher to reopen it Seventh,
the Dressmaking School for young Jewesses.
The Hebrew converts of this mission are

obliged,- by persecution, to seek refuge in
Christian lands. One can be heard of at the
Springfield School for Christian Workers.
Others are in England, etc,, but It would be

per mile has been se-
ared over the C. H. & D. R. R., from Dayton
and intermediate stations to Sugar Grove, and
also from Celina to the same station. Tickets
on sale Aug. 10, for the evening train, and also
on the morning of the nth. Tickets good to
Aug. 16, inclusive. A. S. Rosenberg™.

Death of Eld. Samuel A. Slsler.

Eld. Samuel A. Sisler passed away near
Terra Alta, W. Va„ July i Sl 1897, of a compli-
cation of diseases, aged fifty-eight years, two
months and eight days. He was the only re-
maining minister of the Brethren church in
the Cheat River congregation. In all the tri-

als of his congregation Bro. Sisler stood firm.
He spent much of his time in the ministry,

always faithful in the discharge
of the duties devolving upon him, yet he was

11. To see him was to love him.
Older and younger children alike were glad to

1, because he always had a pleasant
id a cheering word for all The writer
wn him for many years and learned to
i as a sincere Christian,

aves a loving wife (a sister), three

_ rs and five sons. The fnneral was
preached July 17, by the writer and Bro. Aaron

The services were held in the Baptist
church in town, after which his body was con-
veyed to the Terra Alta cemetery. The large
ttendance and the many tears shed at the fu-

eral showed the esteem in which our dear
brother was held by the community. Thus

the standard-bearers are passing
awav! Jonas Fike.
Egton, W.Va., July 19.

-MATRIMONIAL-

brown-smith -At the home of the
•ride's parents, near Lima, Ohio, July 18, 1807,
iy the undersigned, Mr, George C. Brown and
Sister Alice M. Smith. David Byerly.

KEISER-TEAGUE-Atthe home of the
bride, July 8, 1897, Bro. Edwin T, Reiser, of
Roanoke, 111., and Sister Evelyn Teague, of
Boyd, Ohio. I, j, Rosenbsrgbu.

QUARTON.—At her home, in the Carring-
ton congregation, N. Dak., July 14, 1897, of
consumption, Sister Anna, wife of friend W. Y.
Quarton, aged 25 years, 9 months and 21 days.
She united with the church nearly one year

id continued to be an active and fear-
Jrker, despite the opposition of some of

her former associates. She called for the cld-

inted in the name of the Lord.
She leaves a husband and two little daughters,

children preceded her to the spirit
world. Funeral services conducted by Eld.
D. H. Niccum. Lizzie A. Wagonhr.

PRISER.-At Dayton, Ohio, June 11,1897,
Vernie Priser, son of Noah Priser and wife,
aged s years, 10 months and z days. The rest
of the family had the scarlet fever. Vernie
ilso took it and was sick only a few days,
iervices at the Eversole meetinghouse, con-
ducted by Geo. Erbaugh and Samuel Horning,
Burial in Eversole graveyard.

J. Homer Bright,
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£\RLY.— In the Middle River congrega-

lio",
near New Hope, Va., of paralysis of the

h.art, caused by diphtheria, Isaac S Earlv,

3eed 17 years, 2 months and 16 days. Funeral

services
conducted by Pro, D, C. Flory, from

Eccl. 12: 13. '4, " Fear God and keep his com-

mandments." J.F. Miller.

YUNDT.—Near Compton, Cal., July i, 1S97.

Sister Viola Yundt, wife of Bro. Emery Yundt,

aged 26 years. Deceased was a daughter of

Eld, Joseph Trostle. She d< parted this life

with the full assurance of a better home be-

vcmd. Funeral services were conducted in the

Brethren's meetinghouse in Los Angeles, by

the writer, from the text, "Be ye also ready;

[or in such an hour as ye think not the Son of

n, an cometh." S. G. Lb

H1LBERT— In the Beaver Creek

gation, Rockingham Co., Va
,
June

Urn. John T Hilbert, aged sS years, 10 months

and 29 days. He was a consistent member of

ihe Brethren church from his youth. He was

paralyzed in October, 1891, since which time

he suffered a great deal, but always bore bis

affliction with Christian fortitude. He bad an-

other stroke about four weeks before his death,

from which he

ffiEEE GOSPEL J^SSSEnsra'SER.

ADVERTISEMENTS*

Baltimore City Church.

The Church Manual.

[S little work, by Eld H. B. Brumbaugh,

gives thorough information on the various top-

treated, in a concise and comprehensive

CONTFNTS: Declaration o( Faith; The Sab

bath; Loyalty to the Civil Government; Non
ance; Anointing the Sick; On Taking th<

Oath; Temperance; Conformity to the World

Church Government; Tbe Church Visit; Church

Officers; How to Conduct Chun h Meetings

Rules for Members in Case of Offenses; Sun

day Schools; Tbe Prayer Meeting; The Mar-

riage Relation; Burial Service; Family Wi
ship; Parliamentary Rulings.

Phice.—Single c<ipy, post-pa:d, 15 cen

per dozen, $i So. Address this office.

two children, both girls and both married.

Funeral services improved by Emmanuel

Long, assisted by Eld. Hiram G Miller, from

Job 14: i. W. C Alley.

FRY.—At the home of her son, Martin L.

Fry, in the Mound churrb, Mo., July 8, 1897,

Sister Maria S. Fry, nee Pfoutz, aged 80 years,

4 months and 23 days Deceased was born in

Lancaster County, Pa., Feb. 15. 1817. She was

married to Martin M. Fry, Dec. 22, 1836, and

Bates Com Mo., 1871. She

Well Pleased with the

Song Book.

For 35 cents we will send a copy of the above

amed book and a coupon for same amount,

hich will be accepted for 35 cents on first or-

der of 12 or more books at $3.60 per dozen pre-

paid. Address:

Brethren Publishing House,
ML Morris, 111

Our Publications.

Children at Work Weekly; wcll-illuslra

d; contains the Sunday school lesson, with

tplanation, etc, adapted to the understanding

! small children, No better publication can

be found for the little boys and girls of our

Sunday schools,

united with the church in 1887, living faithful

until death. She was much afflicted by •

a giadual decline of physical and 1

strength, and was confined to her bed about

six years. Funeral services by the write)

G. W. Litr-

SNIDER.—In the Wolf Creek

tion, Montgomery Co,, Ohio, June 2, 1897, of

scarlet fever, Marshall Glen, youngest son of

Bro. |ohn and Sister Dora Snider, aged I year,

10 months and 12 days. Funeral services con-

ducted by Bro. Samuel Horning, assisted by

Bro. Jacob Garber, from 1 Thess 4: 13.

Emma Snider.

"Small Talk about Business."

hankbrs business hints for men
:n. By A. E. Rice. Revised and

Business is money-making. The most 1

is made by those who dn not make mist:

Every mistake you make
the ] e nistakes you

make, the sooner you wi'l b
How not to make mistake

What to do, to be right, in the thousand and

one little emergencies that arise in business?

You learn it by the book.

The book is: "Small Talk about Business."

It is simple and comprehensive. It tells just

tly what you want to know,

is a book for those who have money to

It is a book for money-makers.

It is a" money-maker.

Elegant cloth binding, gilt stamped; 128

pages. By mail, price, 50 cents. Address this

office.

The Oospel Messenger.—A large, religloni

eckly—published in the interest of the Brelh-

n or German Baptist church and their only

recognized rhurch organ, Price, $i.$o per

The Voting Disciple—An illustrated week-

ly for tbe young, This is one of tbe most In-

teresting Sunday school papers published, and

should be used in all the schools within reach

of our people.

ctivnvu IHUIWTOHV.

Los Anf/cles, Cal.— No.

3 Thirteenth Place. Serv
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DISTRICT flEETINQS.

LOVE FEASTS.

'. M., St. Joseph ohm

Do You Sing?
If so, have you examined the Brethren Sun-

day School Song Book? It is a well-arranged

arefully-selected collection of songs suil

ble for the Sunday School, Prayer Meeting or

Social (.lathering.

Thousands of them have been sold, and to

ntroduce the book this offer is made to Sun-

day School Superintendents and Choristers.

r a copy, either round or shaped notes,

accompanied with 35 cents, the retail price,

and we will send the book and a coupon good

for 35 cents on the first dozen books or-

dered at the regular price, S3.60 per dozen pre-

paid. Address:

Brethren Publishing House,

Mt. Morris, 111.

The Lord Our Rlghteousm

Eld. S. N. McC*nn'" new book,

'

Our Righteousnes'

1 .d.k li 1 \ the

nai'e P.il.l.

Brethren'A Family Alman c.—Every fara*

y should have this Almanac; complete In ev-

y way, Price, per copy, IC cents; (pedal

rms to energetic agents.

Prepared for all ad*

the lesson texts

and a complete explanation of th= lesion

throughout. In preparing this quarterly we
keep constantly in view the needs ot the

Brotherhood, and aim to fully adapt It to Ihclr

Ingle 1

. 1M c

Doctrinal Outlines

Is a book of 77 closely-printed pages that is

growing in favor wherever it is known. It is a

work for ministers, Sunday school workers and

others, containing outlines on the following:

Historical, Doctrinal, Missionary, Secret Soci-

eties, Homiletics, Revivals, The Sunday School

The Home.
It is highly prized in Smyrna. (See page .

of Messenger.) Order soon, as the numb,

hand is limited. Price, paper cover

ts; cloth, 25 cents, prepaid.

Brethren Publishing House,

Mt. Moms, I

Sept. 11 and 1:!, Crooked <

reader of the Mksshnher

should be without it. Bro. McCann has had

edicate this excellent book to

on Fund of the Brethren in

Ba'timore, Md. The object ot this fund is to

: money to build a much-needed house of

ihip in that city. The profits from the sale

of this book go t) this fund, so that every book

,11 add to the fund. The work contains

jes, is neatly bound in good cloth, and

ove one of the most interesting books

: out by the Brethren.

Juvenile Quarterly.—Prepared especially

for the intermediate classes. This is one of the

>t, and best illustrated quarterlies pub-

lished. The pictures are selected with great

:, and every lesson is illustrated. The little

folks are delighted with it,

; I'm*

ed States. Terms to

:paid, in Ids of thrt

ers to this office.

The Holy Ghost and the Holy Angels.

This excellent work, by Eld. Daniel Vani-

nan, treats the natuie, office and work of the

Holy Ghost in a manner that will prove most

interesting and instructive reading. No one

can r.-ad this part of the little book without

being greatly benefited.

Tbe chapter on angels is exceedingly inter-

esting, and will give most of our readers more

[formation concerning tbe celestial messen-

srs than they are likely to gather from

any other source within their reach. Th' re is

not a member in the church who ought not to

read this little book, and especially ought the

preachers to read it, and recommend it to their

Price, 25 cents, or #2.40 a doze", postage or

express paid by us. When ordering by the

dozen, give your express office, as well as your

post-office. The cash should accompany all

orders, Address this office,

The Doctrine of the Brethren Defended.

We are admonished by the apostle to give i

reason to every man of the hope that is in us

Often we are interrogated upon points o

church doctrine on which we cannot give th

desired information, and would be glad t

Know just where to get it. "The Doctrine

tbe Brethren Defended" contains a complel

exposition of the Faith and Practice of tb

Brethren, the Divinity of the Holy Spirit, Ira

mcrsion, Feet-washing, the Lord's Supper, th

Holy Kiss, Non-conformity, Secret Societie;

etc. Price, per copy, cloth binding, 01.35; t

ministers, il.oo, Address this office for furth<

,![.l|..i

. iMc.

Sunday School Suppllei—We keep any

thing that is used in Sunday school work,

Write us for prices on goods not adver*

tised here,

«, mentt, flexible, red-edge, pentosan. . . I Hi

Sunday School Reward Cards.—Our stock

of cards is large and presents a variety

in styles and prices so as to please all.

Please send us a trial order and be cm-

Classified Minutes of Annual Meeting.

Not all the members of our church have

that perfect knowledge of our principles, that

is so desirable. Others there are who are well

acquainted with the church as it exists, but

who would like to know something of her past

history, as regards her gradual growth and de-

velopment. In fact, all who are interested in

the welfare of the church, that is so dear to all

of us, should have access to a complete com-

pilation, such as is found in the "Classified

Minutes of Annual Meeting," with the appen-

dix, containing the Minutes up to the year

1892, We sell this work at only $1.50 for cloth

binding, Be sure to send for a copy while the

supply Is still on band. Those who have the

old tdition of the "CUsslBed Miotics," can

have >h« " Appeadii" ll 1spawn bladlag for

«•!» *| c«itr AMrata tMi offic*

Horlpture Texl Xlekats, red or bias WMBli,

Other Helpa.—We are prepared to furnish

Bible Dictionaries, Commentaries, Maps, and

Bibles of every description. Always write is

before ordering elsewhere.

When ordering cards be sare to give um-

ber tad price as well at the aame, so that tbsit

may be • mistake,

Bins*** Fosmibwi Boom,
ttsut Nvrfi, III
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DISTRICT MEETINUS.
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Turkey (.irook nlinrcli, KftvOO.,

HOMESEEKERS'

EXCURSIONS
Red River Valley, Devils Lake, and

Turtle Mountain Regions

in North Dakota,

August 17, September 7 & 21,

Great Northern Railway

Northern Minnesota triiil North Dakota, i

One Fare for the

Round Trip

plus S2.00; tickets good for 21 days from date

of sale, and good for return any time within

limit. this will enable parties to visit the

original Brethren settlements in North Dakota
just as harvest begins.

MAX BASS,

Chicago, II!

Windsor
European Hotel,

TRIBUNE BLOCK,

45 to 153 Dearborn St, S. Gregstbn, Prop

OHIOAGO, ILL.

One Fare, plus $2, for the
Round Trip

!

Visit Central North Dakota

Inspect the Harvest!

Secure a Home!

This is a Time When

.MONEY IS SCARCE.

Yet Sunday School Teachers, and other

in need of a good Bible for

Practical Use,

...BUT...

Not unhandy to Carry around. We
have sought and found

A GOOD TEACHER'S BIBLE

ity <

s (large) type, divin

and linen lined to th<

edge, Oxford Concord
ance and Helps, with

out the illustrations that

make so many books

cumbersome, gold edges
d side title, publishers' price, S4.00, which we

will send prepaid to any express office

...FOR $2.05.

Cancers Ciared I

Dr. Hess, of Grand Eapids, Mich

,

i;i,ii k sin, 111:1 11 turns- >'.•

...FREE FOR HAY FEVER.
CATABEH, ASTASIA AM! UDUAl'llL'.

W-We call special

pissed facilities in procuring for oar render*

«y book published, at especially low price*,

la ordering book* always (Ire title of book,
am or aid pibliihsr.

The book is no cheap reprint,

aper, clear print, and will re

Address your orders to

Brethren Publishing

...HOMESEEKERS'...

EXCURSIONS
August 3 and 17,
September 7 and 21

Northern Pacific Railway

O. W. MOTT,
General Emigration Agent, N. p. K'y cc

ST. PAUL, MtNN.
WM. H. PHIPPS,

REPORT

ANNUAL MEETING

!

The last Annual Meeting beino-

exceedingly interesting, by reason

of the many important topics dis-

cussed, all our members should
have a copy of the Report. Send
your order to-day ! Price, 25 cts.

per copy, or $2.50 per dozen.

Address this office.

FROM DARKNESS

JUNIATA BIBLE LECTURES.

tney ought to have
Tbeyarenowpubllal

The Old Testament as Related to

the New Testament and

Christ in Both.

FOR SALE. SKmifliS«£&

pluut-y of running w

Teeter's Commentary

The prices' on this popular and re-

liable Commentary have now been re-

duced to the following:

Cloth Binding, two volumes, - $4.00.
Half Leather, two volumes, - - 4.50,

Half Morocco, two volumes, . - 5.00,

Address: Brethren Publishing House,
Ht, Morris, 111

Stud for Sptcial Priett to Agtnt$,

I lil.lMIUNi.; IKJMSK,

WONDERFUL

;

Cap Goods.

Plattsburg College.

, KKMKDIEH t

Do You Want Fine Stock?

B3B~Send for our prices on printed matter of
any kind, We guarantee satisfaction in price
and quality. Write ail

l'LATT-SBUKU (.

FARMSJNjDAHO.
ii

SS
Mi.,?.. Omul (:.,. Ii/ih'lirfiil H

NEBRASKA

FARMHZ
LANDS.

l' Nctira^k

ti Nebraska offers to

.. home seeker, Lands
Send for a pamphlet

... 8. Eustib, Oew cl

Benger Agent, 0. B. <fe Q. R. R., C

A. M, T, Miller, General Immigr;
Fickrell, Nebr.
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One of the most remarkable men
nent is Diaz, the President of Mexico. He is a

man of advanced ideas, lull of energy, and has

done much to improve the condition of the Re-

public in every way. His wife is a woman of ag-

gressive ideas also, and means to do her part in

the way of improving the condition of the women.
She has visited other countries enough to know the

importance and the great value of the cultivated

woman. So, in order to carry out her ideas she
has founded a home where girls can always find

proper employment, and thus be protected. Con-
nected -with this home is a nursery where the
working women's children are cared for, and also a

Magdalene Home for repentant sinners. She is

wise in commencing with the lowly, for it is by
improving and elevating these, that she will help
the masses. If rich women would engage more in

this kind of work, and less in frolics and extrava-
gance, the world would be a great deal better off.

Before the close of the season, millions of dol-
lars will be spent, entertaining "a few men who hap-
pen to be numbered among the royalty, or highly-

favored in their own countries. The King of Spain
's to visit the Czar of Russia, at a great expense to
his own almost bankrupted government, and consid
"able more expense to Russia. The Emperor of

Germany has a similar visit in contemplation, and
as he always travels in royal style, it is expected
that his vacation will cost no small amount in

cash. The French Parliament has voted a large
SU[n of money to enable her President to call on
'he Czar of all Russia, with more pomp and splen-
or than has been witnessed for some years. But

'here is an obstacle in the way, The President of
a republic cannot, according to the rules of royal
court etiquette, be classed with kings and emper-

ors. Some pretext will be found, by which he may
be made a member of something, having about it

an element of royalty, and then he can be enter-

tained on a grand scale, without doing violence

to the rules of court etiquette. To the average
mind, all this looks like court nonsense. We fail

to understand why the kings and emperors of earth

cannot visit one another without squandering so

much of the people's hard-earned money They
ought to know that just such disregard for the wel-

fare of the laboring class is what is making an-,

archists.

The Chinese, in many localities, in their own
country, have not yet reached the plane of civiliza-

tion that renders life altogether safe among them.
Every now and then they will make a raid on the

Christian missionaries. It is reported that on June

9 they destroyed the mission of the Plymouth Breth-

ren at Vuchen, and would have done the same with

the Catholic mission, had not the soldiers inter-

fered. The attack on the Plymouth mission was
brought about by the usual report that the mission

aries had killed a child. A mob of Chinese at-

tacked the Ladies' Home Boarding School, where
five white women had taken refuge. Just as the

mob broke in the door, the women escaped through

a back gate to the house of Mr. Blanford. The
mob demoralized the Ladies' Home, and then pro-

ceeded to the Blanford place and attacked it. The
people escaped into the hills, where they hid all

night. The Blanford place was also looted and
burned. The mob then proceeded to the Catholic

i, but by this time the soldiers had been
ed, and they dispersed the rioters. The

next day the five women and Mr. Blanford were

taken away on a boat While this may retard the

work for the time, the cause is not defeated, for

missionaries are not so easily discouraged. They
will likely return to their work in due time.

Some people who are not watching the move-

ments of great moral forces, seem to think that

prohibition is gradually losing ground in its great

conflict with the saloons. It may be well to take

a Look at some of the results. The battle is still

going on, and prohibition is gaining. It has driv-

en liquor from all the harvest-fields in this country.

It has driven the jug from thousands of homes.

It has driven fermented wine from nearly all the

Communion tables in the churches. Yes, prohi-

bition is gaining ground. It has practically wiped

the saloon from Maine, Kansas and Vermont; it

has driven it from all but a dozen counties in Mis-

sissippi; it has driven it from all but a few counties

in Iowa, New Hampshire, North and South Dako-

ta. It has made it an outlaw in Alaska and the

territories; it has driven it from one third of the

territory of Texas and Kentucky. Prohibition has

driven the saloon from two hundred townships in

New York; from a large pait of Massachusetts;

from twenty counties in Georgia; from forty-four,

out of the seventy-five counties in Arkansas; it has

driven the saloon from whole counties in California,

Connecticut, Florida, Illinois, Indiana, Louisiana,

Michigan, Minnesota, Montana, Nebraska, New
Jersey, New Mexico, North Carolina, Ohio, Ore-"

gon, Rhode Island, Virginia, and Wisconsin. It

has closed nearly every saloon in South Carolina.

It has banished the saloon from nearly the whole

of Norway and Sweden. It has chased the saloon

from two thousand parcels of land in the United

Kingdom. Prohibition has closed the saloon in

large districts of Australia, New Zealand, and

South Africa and Canada, Prohibition has closed,

on Sunday, most of the saloons of Ireland, Scot-
land and Wales. It has closed on that day. most
of the saloons in this land of ours. It is gaining
on the liquor traffic, and is becoming too strong

to ever be conquered. The saloon business is

doomed, and the liquor men must soon begin to

realize it.

A New England merchant visited New York the

other day on a rather unusual mission. Nine
years ago this gentleman failed in business, and
was compelled to allow his accounts to be settled

up at fifty cents on the dollar. He was entirely

freed from any legal obligation to his old credit-

ors by this settlement. He set himself to work
again, however, with a brave heart, and, having
prospered in business, he came to New York with

his note- book, in which were entered sundry

amounts, and the names of a score or more of old

New York wholesale and manufacturing firms. He
went from one to another, and paid dollar for dol-

lar, all the old debts that had been written in the

profit and loss account long ago. Such a man is

not under the law, but under grace. He is not hon-

est because he fears the punishment of law, but be-

cause of the inner promptings of the soul. He
has a law written in the tablets of his heart, more
imperative than the law on the statute-books. The
latter may hold him free of debt, but the inner

law still collects the unforgotten obligation. The
millennium will have come when the inner law is

supreme in the hearts of mankind. — Christian

Leader, ^_^_______
In the index of the Brethren's Hymn Book the

authors of most of the hymns are given. It will be

noticed that many of these hymns were written by
Charles Wesley, the gifted brother of John Wesley,

He is said to have composed over 8,000 hymns, but

only about 5,000 of them have been printed. He
is known as " the sweet singer of Methodism." In

the Wesley family there were nine children, all of

them more or less gifted, but John and Charles

proved to be the more talented. Charles was a

very brilliant scholar, and could read the Greek

and Latin classics in the original, with the case that

other people read English. He is said to have

been able to repeat some of them from memory.

It is reported that in many ways he was very con-

servative, and in turn opposed all his brothers in

their aggressive notions concerning the develop-

ment and extension of Methodism, He will long

be remembered as a hymn-writer of a very high or-

der, and many of his hymns will be sung for cen-

turies yet to come.

While in the City of Washington, a short time

ago, we spent an hour in the United States Treasu-

ry. It is an immense stone structure, located near

the White House. In order to visit all parts of the

building, one would have to travel about eleven

miles, so numerous and long are the halls. We
were chiefly interested in the printing department,

where three cylinder presses were turning out mon-

ey, seemingly with all the ease we print ordinary

hand bills. At the time we were in, they were

printing S 1,000 bills. We were told that for every

dollar thus printed and put in circulation, there

must be deposited in the vaults, silver of equal val-

ue, with which to redeem the paper currency. We
were then shown the silver vault, which is 89 feet

long, 51 feet wide and 12 feet high. Here was de-

posited at that time, S767.782.216, or 5,000 tons of

silver, All of this money must be counted and

weighed before the close of the year. It will take

thirty men three months to complete the task,
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Thkrr's a mythical isle in the Western Se;

Where the balmiest zephyrs blow.

Where the trees with thrir ripening fruits t

And the Fountain of Youth doth flow.

This mylhical isle in the Celtic lore

Is the home of glorified men,

There good King Arthur, when wounded so

Was nurtured and healed again.

Ami i>lten the good who have labored long

Willi hardships many a day

The gods transport with dancing and song

To Avalon Isle away,

liul a far better la*d than Avalnn Isle,

And i J ynu

Is the land enlivened by Je:

In the Sea of Eternity.

Citron,-!!,', Ala,

BRAKES AUAINST MAKES.

You may turn your hearing and your vision to-

ward the good news in the Messenger from week

to week, and joyfully gather many gems for the

garnishment of your soul, but you are not likely to

find any more brilliant than item third in the first

column on page 425. It is a ruby-truth flashed out

like sunlight at the removal of the mist and the

cloud, light ng up the regions of ecclesiasticism,

and pushing back darkness. It is a tremendous

thrust a* human brakes, and a triumphant defense

of God's makes,—"God manifest in the flesh."

fenc with

thorn-hedge, the God-made, expanding intellect

of a newly bom soul, than you can shut out the

rays of the sun from the earth with a cabbage leaf.

Think! 11 God made^oK with a mind capable of

expansion and you lesist every effort to chain it to

a standard other than eternal truth or the effort to

control it, save by God's power (Rom l: 16), do

you think it strange that any other person is just

like yourself,—also unwilling to hide his light es-

pecially under your " bushel?
"

There are restraints and restraints, and we are

amazed that the colts refuse to take into their

mouths the bits found in the old musty junk-shops

of doubts and uncertainties! We worry and weep
because the lambs will not eat the musty hay

which we borrowed from some careless hay-maker,

because we were too lazy to go out into God's

green pastures for nourishment for the young.

Yes, the singers are restrained from the free exer-

cise in their God-given gifts under consecration, and

then they go out into the world for food, get a mix-

ture of semi-religious and theatrical, and come
back ring streaked and speckled, and frighten

many by their appearance. Then somebody goes

a hunting,— not for Jesus who is restraint himself,

but for such cures and remedies as never cure.

Or the holy, earnest, consecrated soul, impelled

by God's love, desires to teach, or to carry

some good thing to a dying sinner, but the suspi-

cious preacher, or the jealous associate goes out for

brakes to stop God's makes in this man or woman.
There are restraints and restraints! The ele-

ments and principles of Jesus,

—

the mighty forces of
God incarnated and the Gospel transpired, are re-

straints which, being received, believed and obeyed,

quite amply restrain from pernicious activity in

things forbidden.

Systematic work in the truth is the only sure re-

straint for a saint. You cannot get much work out

of a boy by sending him out to kill weeds without a

hoe. You may say, "Well, when I am sure that

he will not dull the hoe or break the handle, I will

let him use it " That is just where your grief be-

gins. You suspicion your boy, and he will soon

learn to suspicion you, If elders suspicion fi-

bers of their flock, fearing they might run into

thorns, by giving them work to do, they will soon

learn that Ihose members are suspicioning them,

id then both parties begin to look for restraining

.rness to put on each other.

You organize the forces of your congregation for

systematic work,—the singers to help praise God

n song,—the teachers to help others to study

G-d's Word in a systematic way. Encourage

study, discourage such a constant, unceasing effort

to clothe the body and to have wherewith to eat.

We are becoming exceedingly intemperate in whit

to eat and what to wear. God may be permitting

these hornets to sting us and confuse us with "no-
" because we do not set apart more time f^r

study of the Bible, and for prayer, and song, and

ditation.

\gain, young brother, young sifter, there is no

n Christ by eating worldly amusements,

Idly fashions, worldly humbugs. I say, eating

them; for if you desire them, go after them, get in-

to them and they into you, then your soul has been

fed by them. You ate thim instead of the Living

Bread, and you came back from your journey after

Egyptian leeks, setting the whole camp of believ

i astir by the unpleasant odor. Ycur brethren

d sisters are astounded at your disposition and

pearance, and sorrowfully wonder why you went

where there was evil. They want you renovated,

the old filthy rags taken off, and a new dress of

righteousness put on you. The God given re-

straints you trampled into the dust. You said:

'I'll go where I please; I'll wear what I please."

All of this would have been heaven-like, if you

had phased right. But you pleased the devil and

Id, and every foul and unclean spirit in the

and, deep down in your soul, you likely

failed to please yourself —failed to please Jesus,

and the angels and the church of God. God's makes

e God's brakes/

Inglewood, Cal,

EXEMPLIFICATION.

Suppose the late Annual Meeting, at Frederick,

had decided that each church in the Brother-

hood should appoint a committee, whose duty it

would be to live so as to exemplify to the world

what true Christianity is, and suppose the reader

of this paragraph were placed on the committee,

would it be necessary to change your manner of

life, in order to fill the place? If a change of life

would be necessary, in such a case, make it NOW.
Make it, not because Annual Meeting made such a

decision, but make it because the Lord Jesus Christ

decided nineteen centuries ago, that "if any man
will come after me, let him deny himself, and take

up his cross, and follow me." Matt. 16: 24.

The duty of Timothy is the duty of every

child of God,-" Be thou an example of the be

lievers, in word, in conversation, in chari'y, in spir-

it, in faith, in purity." 1 Tim. 4: 12. I am per-

suaded to believe that many Christian professors

have forgotten that true Christianity consists in

exemplification,^-the Christ-life lived over every

day. " I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I

live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life

which I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of

the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself

for me." Gal. 2: 19. Such was the outburst of a

soul that was filled with the spirit of the Blessed

Josus. May the Lord wake us all up to a living re-

alization of the fact, that it is the duty of every one

to exemplify the life of Christ! Anything less than

that is failure, " He that saith he abideth in

him ought himself also so to walk, even as he

walked." I John 2: 6. An exercise of that kind

would greatly change and improve the walk of

many church members. How much more graceful

would be their movements in society and in the

church! How many people are limping along on

the devil's crutches, when the "rod and staff" of

the Lord would produce freedom of motion and

ease of actionl

Dear brother, exemplify the Christ-life! Strive

to rise to that plane of spiritual culture, where, like

Gideon, you may say to all around you, " Look on

me, and do likewise." Rise, until, like Paul, you
may say to others, " Be ye followers of me, even as

I also am of Christ." Our conduct has far more
influence on others than all that we may say. How
impotent, then, that every life be one of exem-

plification,—a spherical reflector of the Divine im-

age!

Lanark, III.

BY CHAS M. YEAROUT.

The Two Spiritual Kingdoms —The Government of Each
Adverse tu the Other.- Disloyalty to Church Govern-
ment the Result of Disloyal Ministers.— Laws and

Rules Inoperative Should be Repealed. — No
Kingdom, Nation, State or Church Can
Exist or be Meld Together Without
Law and Rules of Government

" Let us walk by the same rule, let us mind the same thing."

-Philpp. 3: 16.

" Government: Direction; regulation; control;

that form of fundamental rules and principles by

which a nation, state or church is governed, or by

which individual members of a body are to regu-

late their social or religious actions; a constitution,

either written or unwritten, by which the rights and

duties of citizens, members and officers are pre-

scribed and defined."

The church of Christ has a perfect right to adopt

rules and regulations in harmony with the Gospel,

to direct, control and restrain her members. The

church alone has the right to adopt rules and regu-

lations to govern herself in harmony with the

Word of God. This right is given to the nation

and state, and no law abiding citizen questions it.

Every kingdom, republic and church must have

laws, rules, and regulations, to govern its subjects,

citizens and members; otherwise there could no

government exist. Laws, rules and regulations are

of no use unless they are enforced. Laws and

rules to direct, control, and restrain, in the nation,

state or church, unenforced, become a dead letter,

and should be repealed at once; otherwise they

will gender strife and confusion The law-abiding

subjects ot the kingdc m or church will contend for

the observance of these principles of government

until repealed.

Every kingdom, nation, and church has laws,

rules and regulations, pe-uliar to itself, by which

it governs its subjects or members. These laws

and rules are binding only upon the subjects of the

kingdom, ci'izens of the state, and members of the

church. There is no law compelling any one to

become a member of the church of Christ. Those

who enter the kingdom of Christ, must do so will-

ingly, from choice.

There are two spiritual kingdoms represented

here on earth, — the kingdom of Christ. — the

church, and the kingdom of Satan,—the world.

The governments of these two kingdoms are ad-

verse the one to the other. The principles gov-

erning in the world are antagonistic to the church,

and vice versa. Jesus says: " My kingdom is not of

this world." John 18: 36 The subjects of Christ's

kingdom not being of the world, are not to "love

the world, neither the. things that are in the world.

If any man love the world, the love of the Father

is not in him."

The world, in her social sphere, loves the ball-

room, theatre, gaming tables, horse-racing, fa'rs '

festivals and the circus, where light-mindedness and

foolishness are the controlling spirit. The law oi

the Christian says, " Love not these things." Upon

the authority of this rule, governing in the kingdom

of Christ, the members are prohibited from attend-

ing or taking part in these things that the world

loves so well.

The world has adopted a form of dress. This she

changes, upon an average, about twice a y^r*

This garb or fashionable attire is calculated, i<j

part, at least, to "gratify the lust of the flesh, a"d
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the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, which is

not of the Father, but is of the world." "They
that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the

affections and lusts." Gal. 5: 24.

The church of Christ, in harmony with the Word
of God, governing in his kingdom, has adopted a

plain simple garb, that, for health and comfort,

neatness and simplicity, is far ahead of the fash-

ionable garb of the world. The world has adopted,

from time to time, for the women, various head-

gears, some of which are hideous in shape and
appearance, adorned with ribbons, flowers, plumes
and dead birds. These sweet singers of nature,

that God designed should be free, and warble in

the air and leafy groves, have been murdered by
the tens of thousands to gratify this fiendish fash-

ion of the world.

The church of Christ has adopted

net for the sisters' head-wear, and it

mands of Gospel simplicity and so

peculiar to the church. " But," says on.

says nothing about

a plain bon-

meets the de-
v
riety, and is

i," the Gospel

ited. Neither
does the Gospel say anything about a hat. for

which you are making such a fight. There is a

principle underlying this desire for a hat; it is not

for the hat itself, but because the hat is the fashion

of the world.

Which would subserve the purposes of Christ,

and the best interests of the church most,—the sis-

ters wearing the plain bonnet, adopted by the
church of Christ, in harmony with the non-con-

formity principles laid down in the Gospel, or to

wear a hat which the world, who have no interest

in the church of Christ, but are in opposition to it

in principle and in fact, have adopted? The hat
is of the world. The bonnet is of the church of

Christ,—Vecause it is a peculiarity of the church,

being a rule adopted by the church to carry out a

Gospel principle. " Be not conformed to this

world" is a Gospel injunction. "Conform is from
the Latin confirma; con m&formo to form or shape,
to make like in external appearance; to reduce to

a like shape or form."

—

Webster.

"As obedient children not fashioning yourselves
according to the former lusts in your ignorance "

I

Pet. 1: 14. The first three definitions of fashion
apply to dress or external appearance.
The world knew not Christ, neither does it know

the sons and daughters of God. John 1: 10; 1 John
3: I. The world has adopted the wearing of orna-

ments, — gold finger-rings, ear rings, breast-pins,

and many similar superfluous thiogs, most of which
have been borrowed from the barbarians and most
uncivilized heathenish people of earth. It is a sad
scene to behold the professed Christians aping the
world in these things.

The law governing in Christ's kingdom says:
"That women adorn themselves in modest appar
el, with shame facedness and sobriety; not witi

braided [plaited] hair, and [wearing of] gold, o
pearls, or costly array [apparel] " I Tim. 2: 9; ;

Pet. 3: 3. While the world adorns the outward o

" But ye are a chosen generatio
hood, an holy nation, a peculia
should shew forth the praises c

called you out of darkness int

light." 1 p c t. 2; 9. "Whereto.
.(the,

royal priest

people; that ye

ho hath

his marvellous

come out from

f h

Drld), and be ye separate, saith

. thing; and I

The la

: you." 2 Cor. 6: 1;; Re
, rule

opposi-

many

harmony with th.

inner man, with th.

ff the

king

fleshly man, the Christian,
law of God, adorns the heart,

noble Christian graces.

The worldling has a custom of shaving
beard except that on the upper lip, and of
his head bald by clipping the hair close to th
s"lp, and adorning his neck with ties of silk, satin,
or some other fine fabric. This is worn neither for
health, comfort, nor as a necessary article of dress;
hut is worn for the same purpose that ear-rings,
finger-rings and other superfluous things arc worn.
The rule or law, governing in Christ's kingdom, in

Aspect to these things is, " Be not conformed to
this world." "Wherefore lay apart all filthiness
a"d superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with
meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save
your souls." James 1:21.
But does not the Gospel teach that it is a shame

™' a man to wear long hair? Yes; but the oppo-
Sll = extreme is to wear no hair at all, except a
'oach or foretop on the front of the head. "They
'hall not make baldness upon their heads, neither
'hall they shave off the corner of their beard, nor

and regulations, governing the
church, are founded upon the eternal principles of
Truth, and are the only means by which the church
can be kept out of the world. To slacken or loos-
en these heavenly principles of church government,
is to be wrecked by the fashions and superfluities
of this world, and be swallowed up in the great
whirlpool of worldlyism.

"But," says one, "if the church would allow the
sisters to wear hats, hundreds would unite with
the church that otherwise will not." That may be
true. If the chu.ch would relinquish he
tion to secrecy, and admit secret society,
would unite with the church that otherwise
will. Why not admit them? The Gospel does not
mention by name "secret societies" once. If the
church would admit persons to membership on
sprinkling, pouring, and single immersion, no doubt
hundreds would unite with us as a result, that oth-
erwise never will. In short, if the church would
sacrifice enough of her principles of government,
she might get millions into the church. Would it

be right? I say, No!

What has brought the Methodist church, the old
Presbyterian church, and others, into the vortex of
worldlyism? John Wesley was an inveterate ene-
my of pride and fashion, and so were Calvin and
other reformers. The sacrificing of non conformity
principles, and the spirit of compromise for the
sake of adding numbers, brought on the sad state

of things witnessed to-day,

What rent the United Brethren church in twain a
few years ago, and brought heartaches and tear-

stained faces among the faithful? Secret societies

stood on the threshold and asked to be admitted,
but, in order to admit them, the long-established

principle of church government upon this point
must be sacrificed. The sacrifice was made, and
secret societies were admitted. What was it that
rent our beloved Brotherhood from center to cir-

cumference a few years ago? It was the spirit of

"Doas-you-please," or individualism, that sought
to admit fashions in general into the church.

Let all who are pleading for compromise, for the

sake of numbers, look back to that sad, sad rent.

God save the Brotherhood from ever passing

through another such experience! O, the heart-

aches, bitter tears, and sufferings of the faithful,

while the government of the church was seeming-
ly hanging in the balances of uncertainties, no

tongue can express, no pen portray.

It is a sad fact, that there is a misguided ele-

ment in the church, at the present time, pleading

for the sacrificing or loosening of the principles of

church government for the purpose of adding num-
bers to the church. But the question should stare

us in the face, Will it benefit them to receive them
into the church in opposition to these Gospel prin-

ciples? Untempered mortar will not adhere or

stick to the wall, unconverted men and women be-

ing added to the church does not make Chris-

tians of them, neither will they be a blessing to the

church, because of their natures not being in har-

mony with these principles of heavenly govern-

I believed the church to be right in her doctrine

and principles of government when I united with

her, about twenty-two years ago, and I am more and
more confirmed in that belief as the years come

church; he must
choice.

of his own free will

make any cuttings in their Lev, 21; 5,

and go. I cannot see or understand why any per-

son would desire to unite with the church who
does not believe her doctrine, or is in harmony
with her principles of government. To join the

church, then turn around and disobey her rules

and oppose her government seems to me, to say

the least, the grossest of inconsistencies. There is

no means employed to coerce any one into the

To join the church and then oppose its princi-
ples of government is like a man voting year after
year for a successful political party, and then spend
his time in finding fault with the government, and
abusing the laws it makes. He would be virtual-
ly condemning his own action, and finding fault
with himself.

We may expect opposition to the principles of
church government from the world, but when mem-
bers, who have pledged themselves before God and
men to live up to and maintain these principles in
their lives, and then oppose them, and do all they
can secretly against them, this is the basest of un-
faithfulness and disloyalty. A minister that does
this ought to be deposed from his office.

The church has ever left the way open to come
closer to the Truth, if possible, and bound herself
to no principles except those founded upon the
Word of God. The church is the bride of the
Lamb and is governed, controlled, and influenced
by the Holy Spirit. Let none fight or oppose her
government lest they be found to fight even against
God, but let every member strive for a greater de-
gree of godliness, and true holiness within himself,
as well as in the church.

The church, though she be the bride of Christ, is

not infallible; but let no one disobey, find fault

with or seek to destroy the laws, rules and regula-
tions by which she is governed, until he is pre-
pared to give us something better, more heavenly,
and calculated to bring us nearer to Christ, and
separate us farther from the world.

Disloyalty and disregard of law and order are
often the result of disloyal, unfaithful officers, who
are pledged to execute the law. Why could not
the prohibitory laws of Kansas and Iowa be suc-
cessfully enforced? Because of the unfaithfulness
of the officers elected or appointed to enforce the
law. The disregard of and opposition to the gov-
ernment and order of the church, are often the re-

sult of unfaithfulness and disloyalty of ministers
and church officers, who sacrifice the order of the
church for the sake of adding numbers. This uni-

versally leads to trouble, discord and heartaches.

Was there ever a division of any note, or an up-
rising against the government of the church, when
ministers and church officers were not the cause
and the leaders of insubordination?

Some will preach sound doctrine in their public
discourses, but in private conversation talk against

many of the principles of church government, as

mentioned in this article, and the private talk goes
farther than the public sermon. Kvery pcrsou
should know that the minister is only a represent-

ative of the church, and has no authority whatever
to sacrifice one of the least of her principles. A
minister of the Gospel has no right to compromise
a Gospel principle, to get even a thousand into the

church, for Christ sanctions no compromise.

81J Division Street, Cedar Rapids, fowa.

Trie TRIUNE UOD.

To Bro. Levi Mohler, of Dillsburg, Pa.:—
Wb cannot help dealing with myste s. They

are around us and in us, and we are in contact

with them every moment. No philosopher is wise

enough to define a single thought. The life of a

grain of wheat, or the insect that destroys it, is as

inscrutable a mystery as the life of man.

While reason acknowledges her limitations, faith

is baffled at nothing. God is not too great a fact

for faith to accept. If salvation were not by faith,

no one could ever get to heaven; and by heaven we
do not simply mean the place where God dwells, but

the state which God is. Salvation is not transpor-

tation, but transformation.

That God is one and yet three, will no doubt re-

ain a mystery forever; and yet it is the joy of

faith and the glory of being, The blessedness of

the Christian life is the realization of what this tri-

une God is to ui personally by faith. All the Di-



vine attributes belong equally to each of the three

persons. "All the fullness of the Godhead dwells

bodily in Jesus" Col, 2: 9 Tfe fullness of Fa-

ther and S-n constitute the resources of the Holy

Ghost in His ministry of grace. John 15: 26 and

16: 13, 14, 15. The Father never did anything

save through the Son. Neither did Father and Son

ever do aught but by the Spirit. Each has his

special function, yet not independent of the others.

There can be no Savior unless the Father sends

His Son, neither can God be made flesh unless the

Holy Ghost begets Him. The Holy Ghost is entire-

ly restricled to the grace deposited in Jesus for dis-

tribution, as the wants of souls may require. The

whole Triune Deity is open to the approach and

appropriation of every sinner, but only through

faith: not the concession of reason, but the unre-

served receptivity of the heart "With the heart

man belicveth unto righteousness!' Rom. 10: 10.

We cannot get one glimpse of God but through the

Son. John 14* 6, 0. No one can get the faintest

ray of Emmanuel, but by the Holy Ghost. 1 Cor

No sinnrr can feel his gui't till the Paraclete ex-

ercises His convicting function. John 16: 8, 9, 10,

11. The Spirit was not given till the second Per-

son resumed His position in glory. John 7: 39;

Luke 24: 49; John 15: 26.

As Christ was equal with God in His essential

being, He received the Spirit withoi

transmitting His perfect expiation to H
for universal application. Philpp 2 6 and John 3:

34. Well may His Name be called " wonderful."

Isa 9: 6.

It is wiih this Wonderful One that the Holy

Ghost is dealing in all His manifold offices to sin-

ner and saint. The Spirit has nothing to tell us,

and nothing to bring us, but what He gets

out of this fathomless, Divine-Humin Redeemer.

With joy may we come and draw water out of this

triple well of salvation. Isa. 12: 2, 3. All the re-

deemed, and all the angels can never empty that

bottomless, boundless ocean of grace through all

eternity. And yet we often act as if God were

bankrupt. We are starved and pinched and strait-

ened and drooping as if we were not the children of

the everblessed, munificent Jehovah. Faith is

wanting, and the self-crucifixion that makes faith

possible.

" Be it unto you according to your faith," and
" Be it unto me according to Thy Word," are car-

dinal reciprocities of redemption. Matt. 9: 29 and

Luke 1: 38. The only terms proposed to the virgin

mother were simple trust in the Divine Annuncia

tion. In the Fame way Christ comes into every

soul. Christ is " the first-born among many breth-

ren." Rom. 8: 29. The same Holy Ghost that

originated an-1 fashioned the embryo Jesus, gencr

a'es and develops the embryo Christian, The
Father is in the Son, and the Spirit is the Bond and

Dispenser of both. We co operate, passively and

actively, but never originate. The Triune God is

Alpha and Omega.

What we have to c*o with, immediately and con-

stantly, is the Word and the Spirit. The letter is

dead till the Spirit gives it life. 2 Cor 3: 6. So of

all things external, even Christ's own humanity.

John 6: 63. The bias and bane of the chu'eh from
Moses till to-day, has been to exalt the tangible

and depreciate the spiritual.

Fearfully materialized was the church when
Christ came to inaugurate the economy of grace.

His life-long fight was against rituilism and Phari

saism. Horribly corrupted was the church when
Luther uttered his mighty plea in behalf of right-

eousness. He rescued the central doctrine of

Christianity from utter oblivion. Pitifully diluted

and carnalized is Christendom to-day. Persistent-

ly to hold up the Incarnate Christ as the One All-

inclusive fact of Christianity, means hatred and os-

tracism and persecution. Some have the primitive

form of baptism, but do not know whether there be

any Holy Ghost. Others claim a full baptism of

the Spirit, while sprinkled with three drops of

water, and their character gangrened with " the lust
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of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride^of

life."

A true minister of Jesus Christ, who lives the life

of God in the flesh, and preaches in "demonstra-

tion of the Spirit and of power," will be antag

onized all round by Pharisees and Sadducees. But

Christ did not shun the cross, neither did Paul, nor

may we This is the true Apostolic Succession

—

the right to suffer and die for the Truth's sake

Baptism, feet washing, Eucharist,—all signify our

identification with a holv, crucified, risen, reigning

Redeemer and Mediator, who is very God and very

Preach Jesus, and the Father in him, by the
Holv Ghost, and there is no dagger you will not

get everything into your ministry that belongs to

the Gospel of the Godman. Then will the outward

have significance, not for its own sake, but by rea-

son of the glorious eternal realities to which the

symbol certifies. Allow no one to rest satisfied

with a discipleship that has not the unimpeachable

testimony of " th<" Spirit bearing witness with our

spirit that we are the children of God" Rom. 8:

16. Without this personal evidence, Philpp, 4: 7

is impossible.

The seal of Divine ownership must be curs if we
would pass through the gates of pearl. Eph. x: 13,

14; Rev. 22: 4. The Father authorizes the Son to

prepare redemption, and the Spirit to make it an

individual possession. Christ is the Seal, the Holy
Ghost is the Sealer, and the Father is the Prompter

and Endorser of both. Only such souls, who have

this testimony, are God's elect. *' They could not

enter because of unbelief." Heb. 3: 19. To believe

is to live, to do, " ho'ding fast the Faithful Word,"

"abiding in Christ." Titus 1: 9; John 15: 7.

The Triune God, received into the heart, expressed

in the life, expanding and rising into the " far more

exceeding and eternal weight of g'ory,"— 1 his is

the Gospel; this is salvation.

THE ABYSS OF SPACE.

[ Those of our readers who enjoy contemplating the immen-

sity of the universe, will find food for thought in the following.

It comes lo us from England.—Ed. ]

If we take a section of a photographic chart of

the stars, as produced by the camera attached to

any of the large astronomical telescopes at our

observatories, we find that the whole surface of the

chart is thickly studded with stars in inconceivable

and countless multitude; if we then inspect a sec

tion of the star chart of the same portion of the

heavens, taken by the gigantic apparatus at the ob-

servatory on Mount Hamilton, that countless pro

fusion of brilliant points is immensely multiplied;

and if the skill of our manufacturers were equal to

the task of constructing a lens of double that size,

doubtless the entire chart would present absolutely

no blanks whatever, but the whole surface would be

completely covered with an innumerable array of

stars, with absolutely no open space visible at any
point. And if our eyesight were as penetrating

and far-seeing as is the eagle eye of the camera, aid-

ed by such a lens, on a clear midnight sky the terri-

ble abyss of endless space would be almost com-

pletely shut out from our vision by the infinite

phalanx of scintillating heavenly bodies; some few

resplendently brilliant, some effulgent with flashing

rays of glittering and varied hues, some periodical-

ly losing their lustre, and anon at stated inter-

vals regaining it, while the vast majority would be

removed such an illimitable and incalculable dis-

tance that they would appear but as mere points of

light, crowded together as thickly as sand upon the

seashore. And if one could, in imagination, be

transported to the most distant of those starry

points and still look upward, probably the specta-

cle would be the same—stars in boundless and ap-

palling multitude, a never ceasing (to finite com-

prehension) brilliant array, prodigious and amaz-

ing.

Yet, though apparently almost touching, these

stars are each removed from the other, distances
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which, to our limited powers, are in most cases in-

calculable, and, doubtless, from any one of them the

view of the starry hosts would be precisely the same
as is the view of the firmament from our earth. To
give some conception of the distances of neighbor-

ing stars, that which is considered to be the nearest

star to the earth, Alpha Centauri, is so far removed
that, although light travels 193,000 miles a second,

or 1,6co, ooo.coo miles a day, a ray would require

three and one half years to reach us; while from the

bright star Capella no less than seventy-two years

would elapse before a ray of I'ght, travelling at that

prodigious pace, would flash to this earth. Even
double stars, as they are called, are very far apart,

that in the constellation of the Swan being reck-

oned to be 1,000,000,000 miles distant from its close

companion.

And each one in all those untold myriads is a

vast, self-light-giving, and heat-giving sun; multi-

tudes of them being greatly larger in sze than our

sun (assuming the intrinsic intensity of the light of

Sirius to be identical with that of the sun, the bulk

of that star is calculated to be 125 times greater

than that of our luminary), and all of them, without

doubt, the centre of a p'anetary system, surrounded

by worlds to which they impart the necessary light

and heat required to support life; not all of them,

however, yet habitable; lor even in our own solar

system some of the planets are not yet in a suffi-

ciently mature state to render it possible for beings,

constituted as we are, to live upon them. Jupiter,

for instance, will not attain to the present condition

of the earth for perhaps millions of years, and the

density of Neptune is calculated to be at present

less than that of sea water. But we may assume

that in the course of the ages they will all become
habitable, and inhabited by intelligent beings;

prohably beings like ourselves; for, as we are creat-

ed in the image of the Creator of the whole, it

is a fair conclusion that the inhabitants of other

worlds will also be in the same form.

But of all that stupendous and mighty host of

worlds, that amazing and astounding display of the

overwhelming pewer and majesty of the Omnipo-
tent Creator, this little, insignificant earth of ours

must ever, throughout the long seons of eternity,

remain the one spot in God's Universe upon which

must be centred the entranced interest of the in-

habitants, present and future, of the entire array,

and of the ten thousand times ten thousands of the

angelic hosts. For on this hallowed spot, He,

the great Creator, made the one Atonement, by the

sacrifice of Himself, which will avail throughout

the icons as a substitutionary punishment of the sins

of each and every inhabitant, who will but choose

to accept of it, of doubtless each one of all that

mighty and astounding assemblage of worlds, exist-

ing and to exist.

'MU5IN0S BY THE WAY.'

BV FANNY MORROW.

—Can there be permanent peace or spiritual pros-

perity without righteousness? This question has

been revolving itself in my mind recently. Right-

ecusness consists in being right with God in obe-

dience to his revealed will in all things; even the

very smallest particular. When a person is thus

right with God he will be honest, upright and true

in all his words and actions. " Apples of discord

will not grow on a tree of truth." Not profession,

or any amount of church going, will make up for

the lack of eve'y-day righteousness, Nothing re-

veals a hypocrite quicker than false actions and

untrue words; nothing hurts the cause of Christ

more than dishonesty among professors. Poverty

is no excuse for dishonesty, neither is ignorance,

for the law of the Lord is plain and simple, easily

to be understood. That law shall finally judge

every form of unrighteousness. Then shall the

hope of the hypocrite perish—and all liars shall

meet their doom in that lake that shall burn with

fire and brimstone. Perhaps I should not use such

a harsh word as liars; but Christ and his apostles

used it. They had not the modern fashion of a'*
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ways saying, "falsehood" or "untiuth," which
latter word, I believe, is not in the Bible.
_" Now we see through a glass, darkly; but then

lace to face: now I know in part; but then shall I

know even as also I am known." Now Satan hin-

ders our best efforts for good, and untold sadness

creeps into our hearts when we see the goodness

and mercy of God trampled upon. We pray for

patience, and rejoice in the words of inipiration.

"As for me I will behold thy face in righteous-

ness," " I shall be satisfied when I awake in thy

1 keness" " We know that when he sha'l appear

we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is."

" In thy presence is fullness of joy and at thy right

hand are pleasures for evermore. " " The anointing

which ye have received of him abideth in you, and

ye need not that any man should teach you, but as

the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and

is truth, and is no lie, and even as it ha'h taught

you, ye sha'l abide in him and have confidence

—"One's place in life is not measured by the

walls beside him, but by the heavens above him."

Glorious possibility!

—' In His name." The ancient WaPenses used

the above mo'to, or other watchword, at their

weddings, at their funerals, at baptism and at Com-
munion as Will as at their secular employments.

Why should not all Christians use it? Whenever
they gave a gift, they said, " In his name." When
they visited, their salutation was, "In his name."

Somehow this simple form of sreech hallowed all

their lives. "In him we live and move and have

our being."

O'tawa, Kant.

One important and beautiful characteristic of the

church of Christ is energy. True energy, however,
does not consist in vain boasting, neither in il-

lusive castle building. Some may boast of some
great thing they expect to do, while o'heis may
dream of some great work they would like to do;

but unless there be active workers ever on the

alert, ever busy, the work of the Christian church

must lag and sadly suffer. We do not need dream-

ers in the church of Christ,—what we want is work-

ers. Show me a congregation which sits with fold-

ed hands on the stool of ease, and I will show you
a congregation which does not belong to the

church of Christ; for Clir'st was not a slothful man,
and his followers must pattern after him in his ex-

ample of activity as well as in all other virtues.

I fear that the reason so many professors of

Christ fail to be workers is, that they wait for the

great opportunity, scorning the ' little acts of

kindness, the little deeds of love." My brother, if

we despise the small opportunity, the great oppor-

tunity never comes to us; for true greatness, indeed,

consists in doing patiently and well the little things

which we find to do in 'he walks of daily life, and,

unless we faithfully discharge our duty in small

matters, how, think you, will the Master entrust

great duties to us?

."But," says one, "what shall I do?" Well,

there is a variety of work to be done in the Mas
ter's vineyard- quite enough for all. The willing

heart will not seek in vain for something to do; and
if we have faith in God, his Holy Spirit will reveal

to us the work for which we are qua'ified, and to

that work he will show our pathway clear. The
way to India or China or Africa may not seem clear

to us, but we need not travel far nor seek long for

an opportunity to give a cup of cold water to " one
of the least of these." " Bear ve one another's bur-

dens, and so fulfill the law of Christ." " Preach my
Gospel to every creature." " Pure religion and un-
difiled before God and the Father is this: to visit

the fatherless and widows in their affliction and to
keep himself unspotted from the world." Or, the
sinning, the sad, the sorrowing all around usl Can
you not assist them in casting aside their burden of

5>7

sin and sorrow? Cannot I? The orb of day is rap-
idly passing to the western horizon, and by and by
" the night cometh wherein no man can work."
Oh, that the Spirit of the Most High God may so

move upon our hearts that whatsoever we find to
do, we may do it with our mightl Then, be the du.
ty great or small, when the day of reckoning comes
we shall hear it said: Well done, thou good and
faithful servant. Enter thou into the joy of thv
Lord"

Johnttown, Pa.

" There are some homes in which it would be as
impossible to rear a great man as it is to produce a

a field of corn on the Sahara Surh men cannot be
grown except in an atmosphere that is charged with
high thoughts and noble inspirations. When par-
ents do not themselves believe in the best things,
they may look for all the magnanimous virtues to
perish as by stifling and suffocation in the hearts of
their children. What we ourselves are, that v
reasonably expect our offspring to be. If

irreligious, secular, selfish, we mav look to se

become utterly inaccessible to all the highi

tives that shape human character and determ

: may

! them

»THE SUNDAY t SCHOOLS
LESSON LIGHT-FLASHES.

The Excellence of Christian Love t Cor. 13: 1-13.

Lesson for August 23.

In the first verse of this lesson we have a pecul
setting of a foundation truth of our religion,—the
setting forth of excellent things, to make prom:
ent one that is most excellent. To be able to

speak with the eloquence of the m^st gifted

tongues of men would be a great accomplishment.
Add to this the eloquence of the tongues of angels,

whose tones and powers of speech have n

been affected or put out of (une by the discordant
vibrations of sin, and we have an accomplishment
that is wonderful And yet we are told by Paul

that if we should have these and be without the
still greater accomplishment,—charity or love,

—

we become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cvmbal.
Both of these may give pleasing sounds but do not
symbolize thoughts, therefore cannot touch the

heart or move the soul. This is what the ministry

of Jesus is intended to do. Words, though sym-
bols of thought, bereft of soul, love, emotion and
sympathy, are as the sounds produced by instru

ments, and therefore cannot touch the heart, fur-

ther than they are associated with thought symbo's,

imbued with sympathy and love.

But the comparison is still further enlarged by
adding: " And though I have the gift of prophecy,

and understand all mysteries, and a'l knowledge
And though I have all faith so that I could remove
mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing."

While, on the one side, the comparison is enlarged,

on the other it is so diminished that there is abso-

lutely nothing left, so that a man professing relig-

ion, no matter how wonderful his gifts, natural,

acquired, or conferred, may be, as far as Christian

power and influence may count, he is a zero,— a ci-

pher.

But why the pressing of this lcson? Is the'e

any need for it? Do we have men and women in

the church who have endowments,—wonderful na-

tive and acquired gifts,—and yet are without pow
er in the world for Christ and the saving of souls?

There were plenty of them in Paul's time, and we
have too many of them to-day. In the pulpit, the

prayer meeting and the Sunday school we have

much fine and eloquent speaking, and the tempta-

tion is in this direction It is all right that we
should teach and exercise in this way, but it should

not be done in such a way as to weaken or lose

sight of developing the more excellent gift of love.

Our teaching in the Sunday school should not be

so much to get the children to say words and an-

swer questions, as to implant in their hearts and

minds good thoughts, that may afterwards be ex-
pressed in loving words, and acted out in good
deeds. Our teaching is too much ol the intel-

lectual, or, perhaps, we should say, there is not
enough of the experimental. The principle of ac-

tive love needs a larger development.
It may be thought that children are not capable

of receiving largely of this teaching, but not so, as
this stage of development naturally conies first.

We had a very striking illustration of this while
driving out the other evening. We had with us a
little girl who had, as we have reason to believe,

some teaching that touched her heart and enkin-
dled that spirit of love and sympathy. On our re-

turn homeward we passed a very large and finely-fin-

ished house. As she saw it she said: " O, what a
pretty house! Did the man that lives in it build
it?" When we told her that he did not, she at

once asked: " Who d d, and why had he to leave
it?" On being told that the builder goi in debt and
it was so'd from him, there was a vi ible expression
of sadness in her face, and for a moment >.he was
quiet in thought and then again asked: ' Does Ihe
man that moved out live where he can see the

house?" As we answered i egatit he
said: " I was thinking it

bad if he could see it."

The spirit in which she said it showed very plain-

ly that her j oung heart had been touched by the

circumstance, that her powers of love and sympa-
thy had been cultured, and that her heart went out
in love for the unfortunate man. The present pos-

session, to her, was lost sight of, and her whole
mind was brought to bear on the man of misfor-

tune. The whole narrative was that of only a few
moments, as we were passing by, but it showed
how heart development took hold of causes and ef-

fects, and, by rapid associations, struck charitable

conclusions that might have required thought and
time on the part of thisc of maturer age and wiser

heads.

The more we thought of it the more wonderful

the little circumstance appeared to us, and from it

we learned a lesson that we shall not soon forget.

Yes, teach the little ones-and old ones too—the
power of active love. "And now abideth faith,

hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these

is charity."

SUNDAY SCHOOL WORK.

July ii we had another enjoyable gathering on
the west side. At the close of our Sunday school

in the afternoon, brethren Eshelman and Miller,

Sister Buckwalter, and myself, spent the remainder

of the afternoon with Sister Hetrick. Then we
again returned to the tent and listened to an excel-

lent discourse by Bro. E>hc!man, at eight o'clock

in the evening. Bro. Esnelman also preached sev-

eral sermons during the week, which were very in-

teresting an I instructive.

July Id we met again in the afternoon, at the

same place, with a good attendance. There were

over forty ch'ldren, besides the older people. The
Sunday sch' ol was divided into four classes, each

having a competent teacher. I think the prospects

look very favorable for a large and successful

chool.

In speaking of the children that were present,

Sister Myer said to me, "I wonder, if all those

hildren, when grown up, will belong to the

church."

That is a very impor'ant question, In fact, it is

the all-important question, because the church must

be built up and God's name glorified through his

children and their efforts.

But all this is largely dependent upon certain

conditions and influences brought to bear upon the

minds of the children. If the children will contin-

ue to come, to be taught the true way of life, aod if

the influence we exert upon tliem, is for good, by

the help of the Divine Master we may accomplish

some good to his glory!

Lot Angeles, Cat.
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OUR MISSIONARY READING CIRCLE.

Course of Reading.

FIRST l'i'ili.

SECOND HEAR.

THIRD YEAR.
%,

*• Divine Enterprise ol Missions," cloth

HEAVEN OVERARCHES.

arcbe nth a

Pie

rth-sarfncss and sea-bitterne

-en overarches you and me;

1e white and we shall be-
e God—where there is no m
r barren wilderness.

Heaven overarches you and me,

And all earth's gardens and her grav

Look up with me, until we see

The daybreak and the shadows flee;

What though to-night wrecks you and r

Us
-Christina Rossettfs Last Po,

Vacation is a relative term, and while it has a

few established definitions, it has many special

ones,—as many as we have classes of people, and

almost as many as we have individuals. Freedom
from interruption, or trouble,—leisure,—is expres-

sive of much of what the word means. Add to

this: ' Intermission of a stated employment," and

you make the definition still more complete.

While a large proportion of the world get their

vacation in intermissions from labor, there are

some who get it in change of employment. Then,

all do not have their vacations at the same time of

the year,—some in the winter season, some in the

spring-time, and others during harvest time,—the

busiest season of the year for the farmer, and
some of the laboring classes.

With our schools and colleges,

is especially the vacation season,

ceases and the buildings are v;

speaking, this does not mean n

business world, but to the pi.

schools are located, and to thos

allied to them, it means much.

deal to us as a church a

It does not mean, to us

the present time

The school work
:ated. Generally

uch to the great

ces where these

Dse who are clearly

. It means a great

'iduals at this place.

: of leisure or free-

dom from interruption,— somewhat, the latter,—

but in labor more abundant, because during this

season, personally, we have more of it to do, as

those who help in the ministerial work during the

school-year, are now off on their vacation.

Our church work knows no vacation. There is

no time or season of the year that we do not need
physical feeding, and this is equally true of the

spiritual feeding. If we would live, work and

grow, we must be fed, and as there are no vaca-

tions in the army of sin, so there is no time for the

Christian soldier to drop his armor and lie down.

But while our church work and pen preaching

goes right along, yet vacation has quite a mean-
ing to us. The change in our membership and
congregations is quite noticeable, and we miss

many faces that had become familiar to us, and,

becausejof.their^manifest interest, gave added life

and inspiration to the services. Then, too, thi

change is inteoaifud because ot the ingathering ot
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friends and former students during the closing

weeks of the school. This was especially true of

the late closing. We had an unusually large in-

gathering of this kind, and, while such visiting is

very enjoyable for the time being, it makes the

contrast the sharper when all pack up and leave in

a day. It is not only a sad parting with friends

and kindred spirits, but the vacating is seen and

felt. And yet a quietness and peace follows that

gives us a vacation right at home,—without going

abroad for it.

It is true, our congregations are smaller, but

not necessarily less interesting. We learn to know
and appreciate our home membership all the bet-

ter, which is a consideration that should not be

overlooked. Our congregations, during this time,

fill up remarkably well, so that, as a rule, we
ave good congregations and interesting meetings,

hen, too, we have a little more leisure, so that,

:casionally, we have the pleasure of saying, "I go

fishing," and in the early morning hour with rod,

ne and bait, hie off to the river, filled with hope

and expectation, and, perhaps, with a silent prayer

the heart, ' Give me, good Lord, a successful

day,—and plenty of bites, and some large fishes."

It may seem strange and even amusing to some of

,
but we pray when fishing, the same as at

:r times,—we would not like to say, perhaps

e earnestly, but we have been made ourself to

der whether it is not true. Did you ever try

it? Did you ever sit on the shore or river bank,

th hook well baited, line cast and rod in hand,

th the mind filled full of big b?ss? It is not only

time for exercising patience,—but a time of

prayer. "Lord, just now, send a big bass to my
hook." Is it wrong to pray for success in fish-

as well as in other things? The disciples of

Lord were fishermen, and when they could not

catch any, he helped them, even without asking,

id after preaching, fishing was nearest to them.

They tell us that catching fish is all luck. Be
that as it may, we feel it a good thing to be in

luck once in awhile. The other day we had a

very pleasant vacation. We went fishing. On get-

ting to the river we took a boat and rowed out to

the middle of the stream, and there anchored our

boat. The water was muddy, but the place looked

fishy," and we were full of hope, without the

unbelieving." Soon everything was in readiness,

id we cast our hook,—faith without works is

dead,—and waited. Then there was a bite,— an-

-a pull —the reel whizzed,—we pulled, and,

after some tugging, we landed a bass into the boat,

a moment of extreme,—we need not say

what,—when came to us the old saying, "A good
beginning makes a bad ending." Thomas, Thorn-

.,—but not altogether so.

After rebaiting we again cast our hook, and an

other time we landed a bass into the boat. And
so we did the third time, with the same result.

We need not tell you how long this luck continued.

After awhile we had some time for reflection,

and we commenced thinking, and the thought
came, If fishing for bass has such a strange fascin-

ation, develops so much patience and affords such
exquisite pleasure on catching, what should be the

feeling, our joy, as fi>hers of men, in catching

souls? Should we not, in strong appeals, ask the

Lord to give us success in our work? And should

we not, with great earnestness, hope and expect,

and with long patience wait for the opportune
moment, when souls will get hungry and bite at

the Gospel bait, that we may pull them from the

waters of sin into the haven of eternal salvation?

Though we spent part of the day in fishing, our

mind was profitably exercised relative to the

higher and better calling,—" and ye shall be fish-

ers of men." As our space is now full for this

week, we may have more of vacation in our next.

THE BOYS' REPUBLIC.

One of the most practical reform measures, so

far as it relates to relieving immediate and individ-

ual disttftis and opening the dooi of opportunity to

Aug. 14, 1897,

many, who otherwise might never know the possi-

bilities which life holds for them, is George's Junior

Republic, the interesting story of whose beginnings

and present status is briefly told in the following:

Six years ago WiUiam R George, of Tompkins
County, N. Y,, who has a farm of about thirty acres

in Freeville, a village not far from Ithaca, began to

take in boys from New York during the summer
months. At first only a score of boys were

taken to the farm, but gradually the number in-

creased to over 250, and their care became no small

undertaking. The boys were mostly from the

poorest part of New York—wild, uncared for and

without the least idea of earning a living for them-

selves.

Mr. George found the task of keeping them in

order for several weeks each year a difficult one,

and also one which he did not care to give up. So he

conceived the idea of forming a junior republic, and

put it into operation two years ago. A president

was elected among the boys, also a senate, a house

of representatives, police commissioners and police-

men. The farmhouse was fitted with dormitories,

the better-furnished apartments being designated

by the name of the Waldorf, and the plainer as the

" garout," or garret. The best dining room was

called Delmonico's and the other Sherry's The
boys were expected to work on the farm at whatev-

er tasks were assigned them, and were paid 10

cents an hour. The money paid was in tin coin,

some friend donating a quantity of tin currency to

be used in the republic. The president ai\d his

congress made the laws by which the inhabitants of

the little colony must abide if they would be its cit-

w that the laws were enforced,

not, the offender was arrested

izens. The poli

and when they 1

and put in priso

If a boy were

no money in hi:

had twenty-five

with a caution

The rough, unr,

to the rule of the republ

culty was practically at 1

found idling about the farm with

pocket he was sent to jail; if he

cents he was allowed to go free

The plan worked wonderfully.

ly boys became at once amenable

,nd Mr, George's diffi-

At first the boys

were not forced to work; if they were not willing to

do the tasks assigned them they were allowed to

stay on the farm, but were given simpler fare at

meal time. They had soup and bread for dinner,

and coffee and bread for supper and breakfast,

They had to sit on rough benches at uncovered

tables. More than that, they had to see the in-

dustrious members of the republic take their

places at spread tables with white cloths and

laden with a substantial meal. But they did not

care. They were called paupers by the other boys,

but they did not object to the name; it was what

they had been used to in the city. Since these

boys were too idle to work, the other boys were

taxed three cents on the dol'ar to pay for their

food. By and by the thrifty boys began to rebel.

They did not want to work for the boys who
would not work for themselves, and by themselves

solved the problem that "if a man will not work,

neither shall he eat." The grievance was taken to

Mr. George, who wisely said: "You have your

president and y our house of representatives. Make
your own laws. ' The result was that in a short

time the pauper 5 sat down to a table devoid of even

the soup and br ead. The matter was settled in a

few days. The working boys were firm, and before

long the idlers v/ere glad to go to work and to earn

a square meal. Whether a boy slept in the Wal-

dorf and ate his meals in Delmonico's or whether

he lived in the plainer quarters was for hi

cide; each boy paid for his board from his

on the farm. The result of the scheme ha

successful that some of the elder boys are

with a view to entering Cornell before m
have passed. Last winter about forty boys

on the farm and continued to add to their

When the br>ys go back to the city the t

is exchanged for United States currency.-

Voice,

"iTi
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THE COMMITTEE BECEIVES c

) HOI ADDBESS business ot money latendt

" It is only a greater condemnation to sci

(ur duty, and yet not do it.' It is worse thai

useless to do it at all, unless we do it thorough

BUL5AR NOTES.

-We thank the Lord for the happy privi-

c of helping the poor to something to eat.

-A native Christian came to see our little J.

imcrt. He was in his bath, so his mamma
t threw a towel over him and said, " Here he

Come and see him." His head and feet

re visible. The brother slowly knelt down

i kissed one little foot, then went away. An-

er man said to see him was as good as to gel

j pee. The little fellow, who has given up hi;

ince to be President for the sake of India, is

ite a curiosity to many of the native people.

-( )ur record of the poor is interesting. Yes-

day 215 came and received rice; to-day, 323.

t ,1 half hour previous we talked lo them all

sin, righteousness and judgment.

-Yesterday Bro. Ren Chord and I had

ig walk south of Bulsar among the village

e ate our noon lunch under a mango trei

iddow ilhe ..liJldl. Nos
than the villagers saw us they ran and

ought us water to drink and a bed for me tc

on. Then I slept, and, although it was hot

thout the bree/e, under the big mango tree ii

emed cool. We called for the poor anions

em to come out before us. They said, " Sa>

h, we're all poor." " Yes," Ren Chord said

ve know. We are poor too. But wc have

me to help the poorest of the poor. Out

uney is not ours. It is hard-earned money of

lievcrs in the sahch's country, and they heard

out you here, how poor you an
oney to help you. Who are the

- In that way we talked as we wei

llage. 1 gave to each, whi

'dered, most needy, a little ticket tc

urdoor. I numbered each ticket

ny name on it and the number of pounds of

ice to be given. Then in my little memo
urn book I wrote also the numbers and
enption of each case helped. From ye:

ay's notes 1 find, "No. 12, widow and

Nothing

lage

-<lho

mh wife ;

e days old. Got

lildn

:o-day nor day before ye:

old thn

k. Eating the husks of the rice. Thi:

ground, and then mixed with water

.ikes the bread for many a family now
" " No. 29, dubla caste; four m family

icy, no work, no food." "No. 5, an ole

woman. Nothing to eat yet to-day

e list might be much increased. Some
cs are most pitiful. We hear, too, tha

r eastward the people are eating the I

as! The people are most grateful fc

P »hey get from us. When sadus and

—

T

nd strong-looking ri

ell them to e;

eally needy,

:

:
for such as them. Those who
the door get but a half pound

daily. Those whom we see in the villages

away we assign from five to twenty pounds, ac-
cording to the merits of the case, size of fami-

tc. Then those away gel only occasional-
When a man's skin is drawn in wrinkles
ver his body, his arms thin, and knees big,

;now he merits help. The hungry people
ber thousands.

THE CANDLESTICK RELIT.

through the love of God and the

)ur Lord Jesus Christ, I ha'

cheering news to send you,—the candlestick

has again been lit in the most ancient city of

Philadelphia. If your " humble
instrumental in relighting the candlestick in

Smyrna, this time it was dear Bro. Yi

who relighted the extinguished one in

Alasheir. Surely he deserves all the

lere with evangelist Melkom, spent

khan where, every night, they

Hacked by

and sound to Smyrna, after having baptized

three precious souls (Armenians), thi

ing their sheaves with them!

"

1 was very anxious that Bro. Yeremian should

undertake this expedition and be successful

it, and that for two reasons: First, that he
might be better known and more appreciated

when he comes to America; and, second, that,

should he, in the providence of God, ever

will be)

"angel of the church in Philadelphia,"

might have this consolation, that he was
first one to plant the banner of primitive CI.

tianity in that apocalyptii

rejoice with me to think that we are the first

body that has preached Christ the

and captured this city.

A few days were also spent in Magnesi

inced of the

Truth, but said that they will be baptized by

me (the " episcopos ") when they come to Smyr-

na on business. 1 am daily expecting them.

Now we have Smyrna, with its mission and or-

phanage, as a planet, and her four oulstations

(Aidin, Nazli, Magnesia and Philadelphia) as

four satellites shining and

her with a membership of twenty-four pi

souls (that is, if the two candidates in Magne
sia do not change their mind upon being bap<
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Bro. H. A. Stahl has been doing some good
work among the isolaied near Hickory Knob and
elsewhere in Western Virginia. At Beaver Dam,
five were baptized and one restored,

Many of the Mennonites seem to be looking up
homes in the South where land is cheap and the

climate is mild. Like our Brethren, they are a

plain people, and will likely take well in the South.

ling Su

Mount Morris, 111., Aug. 14, 1897.

Bro. Hope reports two

i Brooklyn, N. Y.

to the church

Bro. Chas. W. Shoemake
eceived by baptism in thi

lans, Aug. I."

writes:

Appano

Bro. W. R Miller, of Chicago, on his return

from the special District Meeting, spent a few days

at the Mount, last week.

Bro E. S. Young is spending some weeks

Westfield, Mass. He was with the Brethren

Philadelphia a few days ago.

We learn from the Vindicator, that among the

O d Order Brethren there is no call for their An-
nual Meeting for the year 1898.

We have sold 1

far, than for so

copies on hand.

e Full Reports this season, so

years. We still have a few

Do you want something to do? Order our price

st of tracts; procure a good supply of tracts and
istribute them where they will do good.

Bro. S. M. Forney is said to be doing a good
work in the West. Since spring he has traveled

about 1,600 miles by private conveyance.

Feeling the need of more room to accommo-
date its growing audiences, the church at Lanark,
III., is now putting an addition to its meetinghouse.

The District Meeting of Northern Missouri will

be held in the Honey Creek church, Nodaway Co.,

Sept 10 The Ministerial Meeting will be held the
day before.

Bro. F. W. Dove recently held some very inter-

esting meetiogs near Mountain View, Mo., and bap-
tized six. This seems to be quite a promising lo-

cality for the Brethren.

Bro. Ja Z. Gn who is spending sor
months in Chicago, called on a number of 1

friends in the Mount last week. We regret that 1

could not be with him more.

Bro. G. N. Falkenstein, of Germantown, Pa., is

now taking a much-needed rest among the "old
hills," at Glen Rock, Pa. We trust that he will be
able to return to his work in the city with renewed
strength.

A large attendance, especially of ministers, is

desired at the Ministerial Meeting of Northern
Illinois, Sept. 8, to be held at Waddams Grove.
Further notice, with programme, will be published
next week, *

Bro. Trout is delivering Sunday
day school talks at Lanark. These
largely attended, and are proving quite helpful to

Sunday school workers, as well as to the Sunday
school interest,

A Boston woman did a smart thing, a short t^me
ago. She wanted to make a will that would stand,

so she had the question of her sanity looked into

and settled before she made the will. That will

ought to stand. _

Bro. Thomas D. Lyon, of Hudson, 111,, thinks

that our ministers ought to exchange pulpits quite

frequently. He believes that the exchange would
be for the good of all parties concerned. His sug-

gestion is a good one.

The series of meetings at Nevada, Mo,, men-
tioned in last issue, closed with twenty applicants
for membership, the most of whom were baptized
before the meetings closed.

We pity the strong man who thinks that he has

nothing to do but to sit down and wait for death,

and then the judgment. No man should think of

retiring from active service so long as he is able to

do a good work tor the Lord's cause.

A report of the Mission Receipts for July
be found on page 519 of this issue. All of

readers should give this report a careful exan
tion. It is encouraging to notice how our members
are contributing to the different funds mentioned
in the report.

Many corrections for the ministerial list are

coming in. We trust the brethren will not wait

longer, but send in the corrections without further

delay. We want to bring out a good Almanac for

1898, and desire to see the Ministerial List as cor-

rect as possible.

When sending delegates to the District Meeting,
do not select all aged ministers, or even all aged
brethren. Some of the younger brethren should
be sent, and thus trained in the work of the church.
They must be trusted some time, and now is the
time to train them.

One evening, last week, we had in the Chapel, at
this place, one of the best members' meetings Wc
ever had the pleasure of attending. Such meetings
are of great value to the cause of Christ in any
community.

In this issue are the programmes of three Minis-
terial Meetings. It is to be hoped that all of these

meetings will be well attended, especially by the
ministers, as it is for their benefit that they were
originally intended.

The contribution to the Messenger " Poor
Fund" are not as numerous as we would be pleased
to see them. It is important that this fund be

well sustained, in order that all the worthy poor
may be supplied with the papei

We gain urge our correspondents not to delay
the sending in of their church news. Some are

the habit of waiting a month or more before writi

their reports. This should not be. The better w
is to send the news early, and then report oftener.

The worst of the plague n Ind a seem s to have
passed and the famine i also on the decrease.

Thousa nds of people still need assistan :e, but in

the co of a few mor ths, it is tho ught that

enough may be raised to supply the pressing de-

mands ot the people.

Our "Church Directory,"

city churches, and city missic

place will be allowed more tli

notices are mainly for the benefit of th

it the cities where we have churches
and would like to attend the

page 527,

inly, and 1

:s. Thes

Not long since it was reported that Mr. Moody
would soon retire from active labor. The gifted

evangelist denies the report, saying that there ic

not one word of truth in it. He has taken good
care of himself, though a very hard worker, and
may be all right for active service for several years.

A preacher sends us a very elaborate circular,

which he announces himself prepared to do
angelistic work, and wishes to make engage-

ments with churches. He urges his claim with
considerable zeal. It occurs to us that one who
is proficient in this line of work would hardly have
to adveitise for calls.

Ne rly two columns of interesting correspond-
lready in type, is crowded out of this issue,

1st lay over until next week. A number of

short reports reached us late, and these took the
place of the longer communications. Our rule is

to give the short reports from the churches the
preference.

et us put into the mission field men who under-
stand the Gospel, and know how to preach it.

se who do not have a good understanding of

the Gospel plan of salvation should remain at home
until they learn the way of the Lord more perfectly,

If all love feast announcements were written on
paper or postal card, separate and apart from all

other matter, and put up in this form, very few, if

any, mistakes would occur in getting these notices

in type:

Aug, 14

We

I A. M., Oak Grove church, Johnson Co., Iowa.

ire in receipt of a little pamphlet entitled,

"One Baptism and Baptismal Regeneration," by
Erick Wikforss, Battle Creek, Mich.; price, 5 cents.

The tract reads well, and contains some good points,

This is the writer's defense of trine immersion, and

he presents some good arguments in its favor,

The tract is well worth reading, and shows what
others, not of us, have to say in defense of Scrip-

tural baptism.

: tin ago one of our correspondents re-

ported a love feast that closed at eight o'clock in

the evening. Now, a brother writes, stating that

he saw in the Messenger the notice of a Com-
munion that was held in the daytime. It is al-

together probable that the cup and loaf were

passed among the disciples, not far from that hour,

at the close of the last supper Jesus ate with his

disciples, in the upper room in Jerusalem. And as

long as a church keeps within the Gospel limits, it

cannot be censured, nor should it be considered out

of order. True, at this season of the year it may
not be dark at eight o'clock, but there are places

the Brotherhood, in the northern latitudes, when
is not dark until after ten o'clock.

We want the names of all the m
not taking the Messenger, That
name from each family where there

members. We also want the nan-

children, and the names of all thi

friendly to our people. Our aim is

pie copy of the Messenger to ei

can procure. For this purpose we

:mbers who are

s, we want one

es of members'

>se, in any way

to send a sam-

ery address we

are getting out

a special issue, and we trust our readers will at

once respond to this call, and send us the names

and addresses of the class of persons referred to.

In this way we hope to get the Messenger into

every family in the Brotherhood, and into thou-

sands of other families where there are no mem-
bers. We are prepaiing to print a large edition of

this special issue, and can send sample copies to

twenty thousand or more addresses, if we can se-

Especially should our agents be

concerned about sending us these names, for it

may be of special value to them, as well as to us.

Please do not dclayl We want the names at on«l
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We wonder if it has to rain any harder to keep a

genuine Christian from going to town, than it does

to keep him from going to church? This might be

answered by those who absent themselves from
church when it rains.

Writing from Nocona, Tex., Bro. A J. Wine says

they are now having hot and dry weather. He
adds: "Bro. Glick is here holding forth the Word.
He will go from here to Cook County, to the Dis-

trict Meeting, and probably preach some there.

He will then go south, and probably be at the

Blue Mound feast, Aug. 21."

Some of our readers are so interested in the

Messenger, that if they chance to miss one issue,

they immediately write us about it. We are

pleased to have them thus interested, and only

wish that all of the members were as much con-

cerned about the preaching services. It would af-

ford us pleasure to learn that they are so interested

in these services that they cannot be induced to

miss one of them.

R. F. Johnnot, pastor of the Unity church, at

Oak Point, Chicago, is making a clean sweep of

the head-covering business in his religii

for he requires the women to remove their hat:

bonnets, but does not demand any further c

ing. He has provided a hat room v.

combs, brushes and places for laying hats and bon-

nets. The women enter this, lay aside their head

dress, arrange their hair to suit their taste, and

then enter the audience room. This may serve as

a hint to some who seek to devise ways to induce

sisters to appear in our religious assemblies with

nothing on their heads, save the covering recom-

mended in 1 Cor. 11.

Joshua W. Sykes, of Detroit, Mich,, wishes us to

call attention to his evangelistic work. In his cir-

cular letter he speaks thus of his method:

My method of work Is purely evangelistic, in the New Tes-

tament sense of the term. Trusting in the Holy Spirit to

take the words spoken, applying them to the hearts of the

hearers, I preach and teach the Gospel of Christ Jesus as

found in the Scriptures By thus doing it enables me to har-

monize with all Evangelical churches. If it is possible, I pre-

fer union services, but am 'willing to help any who feel the

How a man can preach the "Gospel of Jesus, as

found in the Scriptures,'' and yet "harmonize with

all Evangelical churches," is a mystery to us. We
would like to see him try it on the teachings of Je-

sus, respecting baptism. He would find it difficult

to harmonize with all the churches on John 13.

But if he can preach the Gospel, as set forth in

the New Testament, so as to harmonize the church-

es, he is probably the man the people are looking

for. Possibly he does not preach the whole Gos-

pel.

Approaching Mount Morris from most any di-

rection, one is reminded of what Christ said con-

cerning a city on a hill. From the west and south

west, our town may be plainly seen for a dis-

tance of six and eight miles, and as we thus view it,

nestled among the trees, when coming from some
of the adjoining churches, we are made to think

that a city set on a hill cannot be hid. This is true

of our quiet little town. It is where it can be seen,

and is constantly sending out its influence into all

parts of the Brotherhood. This we realize when
we think of the immense amount of literature we
are sending out into the many parts of the world.

Then, there are other influences going out from

the place that are telling in various ways. We
have sent out men who are not only doing a noble

work in different parts of the Brotherhood in this

country, but some of them are at work in the for-

eign mission fields. Not only so, but we are pre-

paring others for the various fields that are await-

ing them. Besides this, we feel that the Mount is

our home, both spiritually and temporally. A
more pleasant place to live, it seems to us, one

could not desire. We are glad for the privilege of

living in a city that is set on a hill. May its influ-

ence ever go out for goodl

In company with brethren D. L. Miller and I

Trout, we spent last Saturday afternoon in a
cil with the Milledgeville Brethren. The meeting
passed off very pleasantly. We also had the p'eas-
ure of meeting with the church in public services
Saturday evening and Sunday morning. The at-

tendance at both of these services was good. Sat-
urday evening Bro. Miller started to Cerrogordo,
where he is to spend a part of this week in church
work.

Here is something, by a gifted writer, that might
well be committed to memory and repeated each
morning: "Cheered by the presence of God, I will

do at each moment, without anxiety, according to
the strength which he shall give me, the work that
his Providence assigns me. I will leave the rest

without concern; it is not my affair. I ought to

consider the duty to which I am called each day as

the work that God has given me to do, and to ap-

ply myself to it in a manner worthy of his glory;

that is to say, with exactness and in peace. I must
neglect nothing; I must be violent about nothing

It is altogether likely that as a sensational

preacher, Talmage has no equal in this country.

He says many good things, but they seem to be pre-

sented in a way that will please the fancy of the

people, It was thought that his preaching in

Washington would be just the thing to draw
i

mense audiences. But it is reported to have bi

a failure. The people of Washington are not to be
satisfied with that which merely gratifies the c

ings of the lovers of the sensational. They want
something more solid. We predict that the s

sational preacher will prove a failure elsewh

When it comes to food for the soul, the mas
crave that which can be depended upon.

OUR SPECIAL DISTRICT MEETINGS

We had the pleasure of attending our Special

District Meeting at Polo, last week. It was large-

ly attended, and the churches were quite well rep-

resented. The officers of our regular District

Meeting served on this occasion, and everything

moved off quite harmoniously. The main object

of the meeting was to select a committee to locate

the Annual Meeting for 1898. After considerable

discussion, all in the best of spirit however, it was

decided to appoint a committee of seven for this

purpose. The delegates retired, and, by ballot,

elected the following, no two being from the same

congregation: D. B. Eby, Franklin Myers, C. P.

Rowland, P. R. Keltner, D. L. Miller, I. B. Trout

and John Heckman.

The selection gave general satisfaction. A bet-

ter committee could hardly have been found in

Northern Illinois. It was then decided by the

meeting, that this committee should also act as

the Committee of Arrangements. Its duty is

therefore to select a location for the meeting, and

to take charge of the arrangements. It was further

decided that the churches should raise, and place

at the disposal of the Committee, the sum of

$1,500. All of this is to be paid in by January

next, and whatever is left, after all the expense 1!

of the meeting have been met, will be returned to

the churches, pro rata, the sum returned not to ex-

ceed the amount given, Should there be a sur-

plus, over and above this, it is to go to the Gener-

al Missionary Committee. In due time, each

church will be informed of the amount that she

must raise for this fund.

After the close of the meeting the Committee

met and organized by electing the following offi-

: Foreman, D. L. Miller; Assistant Foreman,

D. B. Eby; Clerk, I. B. Trout; Treasurer, C. P.

Rowland.* We anticipate no unpleasantness in se-

lecting a suitable location for the Conference, and

feel sure that our Committee will do its part in

making the next Annual Meeting a>access.

•
J. h, M,

THE NORTHWEST.

Eastward, from Moscow, over the Northern Pa-
cific, with smooth road bed and fine vestibuled
trains, equal to the very best of great trans conti-

nental lines, we journey to the gateway of the na-
tion's " Wonderland," where, massed by the score,
are to be found the greatest wonders of God's crea-
tive power. Who could, with cool indifference,

pass by the National Pa>kr The word park is be-
littling, domain would be better, for it contains

3,344 square miles. Within this space the Almighty
has grouped in the richest profusion, and with
the consummate skill of the Infinite, the marvelous
wonders of the universe. It is not our purpose to
attempt a description of these wondrous works of

God. Those who have made the effort have most
signally failed. Words are poor and weak, and no
grouping of them can convey to the mind the im-
posing grandeur and sublimity of the canon of the
Yellowstone, or of the spouting geysers, throwing
an immense volume of water to a height of two
hundred and fifty feet. To know of these things

they must be seen, and seeing is to be overwhelmed
with the sense of one's own littleness and of the

matchless power of the Creator of the universe.

Leaving the Yellowstone, with its never-to-be-

forgotten wonders, we hasten on to Jamestown,

Carrington, New Rockford, Leeds, Cando, Devil's

Lake, Mayville, and other places in North Dakota,

now occupied, to some extent, at least, by our

Brethren. The object of our visit to Dakota has

been already hinted at It is well known that

many of our people have settled in Wells, Foster,

Ramsey, and Towner Counties of North Dakota.

We have heard various reports concerning these

settlements, and we felt that it would be well to

visit them, and from personal observations, and in-

terviews with actual settlers, ascertain and give the

facts. This is not done in the interest of railways

or land companies, neither is it intended to

"boom" any particular section of the country.

We own no land except a small lot in Mt. Morris,

and personal interest does not enter into the ques-

tion. Our only concern is that the facts be stated,

so that the real conditions may be known, that our

people may know just what to expect if they move

to North Dakota. In order that it may be trust-

worthy and reliable, all the truth must be told, A
part may be unreliable and misleading. We are

more especially concerned because of the consid-

erable movement of our members to the Northwest,

and because of those who are now going, and of

others who expect to go,

Our first stop in North Dakota was with the

Brethren at Carrington, where we found an organ-

ized church of eighty members. They have a very

good house of worship, built at a cost of about

St,8co. We held two meetings with them and they

seem to be interested in the work of the church,

As a rule, the members expressed themselves as

being well pleased with their new homes. Alt

crops on ground that had been cultivated for sever-

al years, and that had been sown early, gave prom-

ise of an abundant harvest. Late sowing, on new-

ly-broken ground, did not look so well. It is back-

ward in growth, and will barely have time to ma-

ture before frost comes, unless warm weather should

prevail until in September. A hail-storm, covering

a strip about a mile wide, passed over the country

a few days before our arrival, and several of our

brethren were " hailed out," as they expressed it,

and, as a matter of course, were somewhat discour-

aged.

At Leeds, Bro. Beckwith met us, and we drove

across the country seventeen miles to his home,

within a mile* of the Cando church Three years

we drove across the prairies at this place, in

company with Bro. Amos Peters. Then there wero
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. but three " shacks," as the homestead cabins are

called in the neighborhood. Standing in Bro. Pe-

ters' door-yard, we counted twenty five houses, in-

cluding a schoolhouse and the Brethren's large

meetinghouse. The Cando church has a member-
ship of three hundred and twenty-five. Since the

first of last April, thirty-two have been added to

the church by baptism They have six Sunday
schools, and the Brethren are doing active and ag-

gressive work. In this locality is the oldest and

largest settlement of our Brethren in North Dako-
ta, and, with one exception, they all expressed

themselves as being well pleased with the country,

and their pro' pects for securing homes for them
selves and their children. We observed no differ-

ence as to the appearance of crops between Car

rington and Cando. The same conditions obtain at

both places. Wheit sown early, in well cultivated

ground, promises a large yield; the late sowing, on

new ground, is backward.

At Devil's Lake we met the members at a meet-

ing held in the Presbyterian church. Bro. Andrew

1 the ne

Hutchison v

rain kept hin

of meeting h

way to Cando, when
meetings. We also

Murray, in company
Murray's father and n

kota, but did not like th

Kidder, Mo. Bro. Ebers

of the Sweetwater church

ous. They have had si

preached, but the heavy

ng. We had the pleasure

day at the depot, on his

; was to hold a series of

t brethn Ebe
th Bro Hutchi!

othe : tin t Da
untry, and moved to

eported the members
being fairly prosper-

church trouble, for

these come in new as well as in the older countries,

but at a recent meeting the difficulties were adjust-

ed, and it is to be hoped that the church may now
prosper. The heavy rain, and a severe cold con
traded by wife, kept us from calling on the mem
bers at the Lake. The same statement holds good
at Mayville. At the latter place we found oppor-

tunity to visit Bro. Geo. Swihart, and, save his fam
i!y, saw none of the members of the MayvilL
church. Bro. Swihart expressed himself as wel

pleased with the country. The finest wheat we sat

Mile

It joun

but the heavy

and fe

i growing in the vicinity of May

:re entertained of serioui

will give the result of our inter-

clusion reached as to North Da:

QUERISTS' DEPARTMENT.

S. P. Br

The.better

Gospel, live i

then leave t

Christianity,

for to preach the straight

both in the letter and the Spirit,

assification of those professing

: Judge of all the earth. Since

t walk together except they are

agreed, it is no more than reasonable that we refuse

to fellowship those who do not believe and prac-
tice as we see the Scriptures, but this does not
make it necessary for us to treat them otherwise
than with becoming Christian courtesy. It is also

in perfect keeping with the highest claims of Chris-

tianity to encourage them in the good they are do
ing, and, at the same time, endeavor to teach them
the way of the Lord more perfectly. This we can
all do without compromising any Scriptural princi-

ple. In order for us to favorably impress other de-

nominations, and lead them to the true light, it is

necessary for us to develop a very high order of

Christianity,—a much higher order than
most localities.

Please explain Isaiah 65: 20: "There si

thence an infant of days, nor an old man th;

his days: for Ibe child shall die an hundred
j

sinner being an hundred years old Shalt be a

Reference is here mi

when people shall lit

dying at the age of oni

sideied as a child. A.

ie to the millennial period

t to a ripe old age. One
hundred years will be con-

inner (and there will not be

many of them during that time) dying at that age,

will be looked upon as accursed, or brought to an

untimely grave because of his sins. It will be a

period when infants will probably not die, and men
and women will live to ages equaling those men-
tioned before the fljod.

ght

"'I"

Let 1 hav<

find

hath not filled

irs old; but the

U. Fm>ba.

E. L

The eating of ice-cream, of itself, is no more than
e eating of anything else, so far as the Gospel is

ncerned, but the making of parties, for any and
purposes, needs to be guarded. The making of

nners and suppers for invited guests, where wise-

ly regulated, is not to be condemned, for Jesus

self attended such. We are rather inclined to

ommend the practice where the object is to culti-

vate the social, religious, and mora" elements, and
discourage levity, jesting and vanity. If by "par-
ties " is meant these worldly gatherings, wholly
unbecoming the pious, then they are to be_ con-

demned. As a rule, brethren and sisters should
not make parties, or attend gatherings likely to
prove offensive to the more devout and consistent

members of the church.

As in Matt. 23: o 10, Christ says, " And call no man your fa-

away. They shall be destroyed, but a new heaven
and a new earth shall take their place. Rev. 21: 1.

The church in council finds a member guilty, and requests
the party to make an acknowledgment. The party refuses
to comply, and the church, through leniency, gives the party
until next council. The party fails to come before ihe church
will n-t hear the church (Matt. 18}. Is it necessary to take'
another vote ot ihe ciurch to disfellowship? If so, has not the
decision, already made by the church, been sufficient?

D. F.

As the party does not appear at the council, it is
proper for the church to say what should be done
in reference to his case. The church may decide
to give him more time, or she may decide to expel

In either case there must be an action of the
church. The church must vote on the question,

id in that way decide the case. j h. m.

r be ye called r

The Scripture cited

cal titles of honor, sue

among Roman Catho'

high sounding titles,

al fathers or natural rr.

t proper for

rmitted to call us

F. O.

to ecclesiasti-

the abbreviated forn

ommon to all men,

title of honor. It should

forbidden titles.

Ha:

probably, as are common
priests and others having

D reference is had to natur-

Mister, usually writ-

, Mr., is a title of cour-

and is, therefore, not a

lot be classed with the

:mber the privilege of asking that the Mr
be sent to one or mnre persons, not members, for the
of spreading the Gospel?

This is

A. G.

: is the privilege of members living

or isolated points, but such requests must be sent
to the District Mission Board, in whose territory

such points may be located. Each District Board
is permitted to use twenty five copies of the Mes
senger a year in this way.

-* HOME 4 AND * FAMILY

,

OLD FRIENDS.

nds like old friends,There are i

And none
We greet th.

As roses greet the dew.
No other friends are dearer,

Though born of kindred mold,
And while we prize the new one:

We treasure more the old.

There are no friends like old fri.

Where'er we dwell or roam,
In lands beyond the ocean
Or near the bounds of home

And when they smile to gladden
Or sometimes frown to guide,

. We fondly wish those old friend:

Were always by our side.

There are no friends like old fri!

To help us with the load
That all must bear who j rurney

O'er life's uneven road.

And when unconquered sorrows
The weary hours invest,

The kindly words of old friends

Are always found the best.

There are no friends like old frie

To calm our frequent fears

When shado s fall ..

Through life's declining years.

And wben our faltering foolsteps

Approach the great divide,

We'll long to meet the old friends

Who wait the other side.

THAT LITTLE ROOM.

In Matt. 20:

What is the distinctiol

What will be the final

read, " Many be called, but few chosen,

the called and the choser

of each? s. M.

The call is

call are the

heed the call

to all the wot

called. Only

,
and accept th

Id. All who hear this

:w, comparatively,

ditions of pardon.

Those not heeding the

hile those who accept the

n fa thful until death, will

D01

eaven and earth to pass, than
I'hat is meant by heaven and
passaway? If 50, how do or

will 'they pass away?

In Psalms 102: 25, 2 5, we read: " Of old thou hast
laid the foundation of the earth: and the heavens
are the work of thy hands. They shall perish: . . .

yea, all of them shall wax old like a garment; as a
vesture thou shall change them." Isaiah 51:6, says,
" The heavens shall vanish away like smoke," and,
speaking of this time, the Revelator (6: 14) says,
" And the heavens departed as a scroll when it is

rolled together." In Rev. 20: II we read further,

"The earth and the heaven tied away; and there
was found no place for them." In 2 Pet. 3: 10
we read of the time when " the heavens* shall pass
away with a great noise, and the elements shall
melt with fervent heat, the earth also, and the
works that are therein shall be burned up." This is

what is meant by the. heavens and the earth passing

This is what Mrs. Harriet Beecher Stowe wrote
concerning her mother:

" With a noiseless step and almost shadowy move-
ment, my mother's eye and hand were everywhere.
Her home was a model of neatness and crder, her
children under her perfect control, and the accumu-
lations of labor that beset a large family, when
there are no servants, all melted away under her
hands as if by
magic, too, that 1

commune daily v.

little room all he

stood open the gi

pressed hard am
sickness threaten

crossing and tang

and, kneeling over that Bible, took hold of a warn
healing, invisible Hand, that made the crooke
straight and the rough places plain."

enchantment. She had a divine

tother of mine, if it be m
th the supernatural. She had a

own, where, on a stand, alwavs
eat family Bible, and whe work
children were untoward when

d, and the skems of life were all

ed, she went quietly to lha t room

SPARE THE BIRDS.

" I have often wished I could persuade our coun-
try women to abandon the practice of wearing birds

and feathers on their hats and bonnets, but felt

powerless to do anything in that direction; now,
however, the Rev. O. P. Gifford has come to the
rescue, and has said all one could desire on that
subject. If, after reading his appeal, women con-
tinue to do the same, the responsibility rests with
them of encouraging and countenancing a wicked
and cruel traffic! Can it be pleasing to a merciful
God, who, we arc told, notices the fall of a spaa:-
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row, to sec the little creatures he has sent to beau-

tify and enliven our weary earth slaughtered by

thousands, I may say millions, that the daughters

{ Eve may adorn themselves with the plumage?

A schoolteacher in Chicago said the other day, ' It

j s hard to teach boys not to kill birds, when their

niothers wear them on their hats,' I sometimes

wonder if our grandmothers and great-grandmoth-

ers, when young, with their rosy cheeks and sim-

ple attire, did not look as pretty as modern belles

with dead birds and dead birds' wings perched on

the top of the head. It is a pity our King's Daugh-

ters and Christian Endeavorers do not draw a line

as to birds!"

Extracts from a sermon, delivered in Buffalo, be-

fore the Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Ani-

mals: " Mose?, the friend of God, recognizes the

rights of birds and beasts in his laws. If a bird's

nest chance to be before thee in the way, in any

tree, or on the ground, whether they be young ones

or eggs, and the mother sitting upon them, thou

shalt not take the mother with the young. Let us

turn this law like a flashlight on modern millinery.

Yonder on that ' love of a hat' is an 'aigrette,' a

plume of white as delicate as the autograph of the

frost king when he registers his coming on the win-

dow pane. This white plume was torn from the

back of a white heron, It was natural once, it is

artificial now, it was nature's hint of a new home
and multiplied lives, it is now fashion's brand of

shame on thoughtless women. The supply is gath-

ered when the breeding season is well advanced,

the young are fully fledged, but not able to fly; the

mother seeks food for her young, and returning is

shot by the awaiting hunter, the tuft torn from its

place, the body left to rot, and the motherless

young to starve. One huater kills a hundred in a

day. Forty to sixty hunters are out in the season,

The air is tremulous with shrieks of suffering,

heavy with the odor of decaying flesh, and all that

vanity may be fed and pride nurtured. The white

heron is almost exterminated in South Florida; mil-

liners' agents seek new fields, Yonder is a stuffed

body that came from Italy. A bird was caught,

blinded with a hot iron, caged, put in a tree, the

branches of the tree slimed. The pitiful cry of the

blind bird called sympathizing friends, they were

caught by the bird-slime, captured by hunters,

robbed of life, and the skin stuffed for millinery.

Italy sits well nigh songless* to-day, that vanity

may parade our streets, adorned with stuffed skins,

and gentle-hearted women swell the funeral proces-

sion, each one bearing a bird's corpse! "

—

Selected

by J. A. Click, front tin People's Literary Companion,

CORRESPONDENCE *

Mark! a Voice from the Mountains I

July 22, our souls were greatly refreshed by the

coming of Bro. G E. Studebaker, who" remained
with us over Sunday, preaching three sermons (one
in Canon City, and two at Cujrrant.) Two little

lambs were born into the kingdom of God, and the

members were visited and encouraged. We feel,

—

oh, I hardly dare tell how! We did not know how
hungry we were until we received a£few crumbs of

the heavenly loaf. It brings to mind an incident.

I well remember hearing my father and neighbors

tell about some children being lost in the woods, in

an early day, when Pennsylvania and Ohio were not

so thickly settled as now. These children wan-
dered about many days, subsisting upon a few

acorns and berries, until they were almost starved.

But when at last found, they did not know they

were hungry. They had become 'somewhat insane

from hunger, and had decided to build themselves
a little house of poles and brush, and live upon
acorns, They did not realize that they were lost,

=t.nd starving, and WQ'Ud Roon Have dU4 unless thfly

had been found. But when they had been per-

suaded to take a bite of food, their appetite revived
in great intensity, so that, unless they had been
carefully watched and restrained, they would have
eaten too much, and have died therefrom. How
they begged for a little more food!. The careful

friend who found them, fed them with great cau-

tion, a few crumbs at a time, until their strength
was revived and their lives saved.

Dear reader, there are children to-day, lost in the

forest and mountains of life, hungry,—starving.

They have cried in vain for food, and no one on
earth has heard their cry. They are weak; emaci-
ated; dying. They have ceased to care much for

food, and their cry is no longer loud and strong.

They have almost concluded to cease seeking for

home, and have decided to erect for themselves a

temporary abode, which, compared to the heaven-

ly mansion once sought, is as a pile of sticks and
brush that could afford neither shelter nor safety,

but would soon become dead, and fit food for the

flames. They know not that they are lost and dy-

ing. They have ceased to hunger for the Bread of

Life, Shall we let them die? Many of our loved

brethren,—the boards of missions, and their sup-

porters and helpers,—are sending out, into the

mountain-wilds, men to look for the lost ones,

More men are needed. They must carry food, and
be prepared to care for the dying soul, as soon as it

is found. They must be wise as well as kind. A
little too much food, or food of the wrong kind,

would be fatal, We have read of a single goose-

berry killing a child. The child, in this case, was
very sick, and only the very best of light nourish-

ment, given in very small quantities, would be safe

to give to it,

We are so glad that our faithful missionaries are

so well chosen,—men of energy, courage, strength,

wisdom and kindness. How faithfully they press

forward into the deep forest, regarding not self, but

seeking only the poor, lost ones I How carefully,

how tenderly, HOW WISELY they administer

the life-giving food to the perishing souls whom
they find!

We are glad that our ministry is a chosen embas-

sy, and not an indiscriminate crowd of self-appoint-

ed officers. There are some who think they know
just the way to find the lost ones, and are anx-

ious to join the expedition, but who, should they

find them, would hasten their death by unwise

feeding. But our wise brethren seek suitable men
for this important work. Some, when they find a

poor, weak wanderer, would not know any better

than to administer a lemon, or a pickle. It will

not do. The over-fed soul, whose rich dinners and

intervening sweets cause it to loathe food, needs a

pickle or a lemon, but such food would make a

starving soul sick. The man, who is fit to be sent

out into the world as a missionary, is humble

enough to heed the advice of those whose office it

is to send men; he is willing to listen to their coun-

sel, and to stay at home, or go in search of lost

souls, just as the church may deem best. If the

church does not see fit to send him forth among

wolves, seeking lost sheep, he gladly and quietly

remains at home, doing all he can to help those

who are sent, to make ready to receive and care for

the dear ones who may be found when they return,

and to relieve the way-worn seekers (missionaries)

of all care and labor upon their return, that they

may be rested, refreshed, and preserved for much

useful work in the future.

If those who are chosen to go, go in all humility,

trusting the Lord for his care over them, earnestly

seeking the lost ones, and tenderly and patiently

feeding and caring for them, when they are found,

they do not hide behind some convenient bush

and silently wait for the lost to present themselves.

No, they keep their ensign waving, and th<
"

strong voices pith lo constantly

heard calling the poor wanderer to their side. Oh,

such musicl Such sweet music to the poor, lost

soul, is the echo of the Savior's voice, calling the

wanderer home.

Let it be heardjin these" grsat mountains,^ where

many » tumbling frij$htQi>«4 lumtj has M*»«d to

bleat, because of the howling wolves about him!
Let it be heard in the heathen lands, where the
scattered sheep have long wandered in darkness

Death is fast stealing on. Shall we let him have
our poor lost brother.—our dear, wandering sister?

While the little lambs bleat loudly, we pity them.
Do we hasten to them with food and water? What
if some have ceased to cry, and do not longer care

to be found? Poor, weak, silenf creature! God
loves it still. Hasten with the life-giving food in

the hands of a wise shepherd, ere the life has gone
out. It may yet be restored,—it may yet be saved.
Our missionary brethren are doing all they can.

What are we doing? What do many care if we
perish or not? HELP the ministirs. Hold up the

prophet's hands. " Rescue the perishing, care for the
dying." Send shepherds into the wilds, and gath-
er the lost sheep in. " Go ye into all the world,"
"and preach the Gospel to every creature."

"Come over into Macedonia" and help us, We
never realized our weakness so much before. We
feel as though we had been rescued from starva-

tion. But we are weak still, and, like the hungry
children who, after receiving a taste of food, cried

earnestly for more, so we, too, can but beg for

more, more! Feed God's sheep! Feed his lambs!

Nancy D. Underbill.
Canon City, Colo

,
July 26.

From Arkansas City, Kans.

I am here at Bro. J. S. Masterson's. They keep a
" pilgrim home,"—the only one in this city. Their

son,— E. K. Masterson,—is home from school, and
has been doing some preaching. The Cherokee

Strip lies south of here. Where the demand for

preaching is so great, we should have several good,

faithful preachers. They are much needed.

We arranged to commence a series of meetings

six miles west of Ponca City, at the residence of

G. Anglemyer, on the evening of Aug. 6, to con-

tinue over the 15th. Our love feast will be held on

the 14th. Our son is the only minister in Kay
County, Okla. T. The death of his dear compan-

ion leaves him with four children, so he cannot do
much preaching. Truly, he and his sister and fam-

ily do need the prayers of the brethren and sisters.

His sister, Katie, is suffering much with catarrh of

the stomach. Her case has been pronounced in-

curable by physicians. Her disease has so great a

hold on her that I cannot sec how she can work.

She weighs but sixty-seven pounds. Then, too, I can

hardly see how Albert can get along without her.

He has a claim, which will make a home for him

and his family, if he can stay, He is much needed

there, and, so far as I could learn, his labors are ap-

preciated.

I do think we should make a greater effort to do

more preaching in this new field. O the good that

might be done, if we could have an evangelist con-

stantly at work in this territory! *

Here, in this city, O why is this work neglected?

Bro. E. K, Masterson and I took a walk over part

of the town. We saw several places where they

were pretending to be at work at the Lord's cause.

We stepped into a tabernacle where an Adventist

was preaching from the words: " How shall we es-

cape if we neglect so great salvation?" He aimed

to impress upon the minds of his hearers that he

was in possession of this great salvation, and that

it consisted largely in the observance of the Sab-

bath, etc.

After he was through, Bro. Masterson and I went

out feeling that the discourse lacked in several

points of coming up to the requirements of the

Gospel. So we felt quite satisfied with the pure,

unadulterated Gospel, in all its simplicity, purity,

and power. But, oh, how we long to see the time

for this Gospel to be preached here in this city!

We can find the willing hearts and hands, but the

means to enable them to take hold of the work is

lacking. May the good Lord opan tWw*y£l», my
prayer! W. B. Seli--

Fr*4ama. X*n*,Jub 9i.
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Notes « from x our x Correspondents.

MISSOURI.

Honey Greek Church.—Our quarterly council oc-

curred July 8. One was received by letter. Ar-

rangements were made to hold a love feast Sept. 9
Ministerial Meeting held the same day. The Dis-

trict Meeting of North rn Missouri will be Sept. 10.

Those coming by railroad will be met at Sheridan

Trains from the north and south due 4' 28 P. M —
Minnie C. Hunt, Sheridt. n Mo , Aug. 2.

Nevada Church.— Bro. C S. Garber, of Ft. Scott

was with us at our last regular meeting, and deliv-

ered an able discourse. A prayer meeting was then

called for, which was held at the house of Bro. Les-

ley. As a result, six precious souls accepted

Christ and were baptized. It was then decided to

continue the meetings through the week. The
meetings were conducted by Bro Garber. The at-

tendance being so large, it was necessary to hold

the meetings in the yard. Soon the whole yard

was full of eager listeners. Ten more dear souls

came out and confessed Chrin, making, in all. six

teen in five nights. Bro. Garber is an earnest work-

er for the cause of Christ, and is doing a noble

work.

—

Mary I Vim, July 30.

St. Martins.—The church at this place has been

enjoying some good sermons by Bro. S Z Sharp,

o' Plattsburg, Mo. On Sunday afternoon, Aug. I,

he gave an interesting and instructive lecture on

the "Jewish Passover "and the ' Lord's Supper,"

illustrated by a 'hut. A large crowd listened

with marked attention. Bro Sharp has been here

for the past three weeks, as instructor in the

Teachers' Institute of Morgan County. Since

our last report, two have r-een received into the

c'aurch by baptism. A series of meetings will

be held in the Prairie View church, beginning Sept.

4 Bro. Israel Cripe is to do the preaching.

—

Ber-

th* Kring. Avg 4.

Mineral Creek.—We met in council July 24, and
decided to have our love feast Oct 19 We expect

to commence a protracted meeting Aug. 21. Bro.

David Bowman, of Morgan County, Mo., is to do
the preaching.

—

Fred Culp, Leetcn Mo., July jr.

Cedar County Church.—The members here met
in quarterly council July 24. Bro. Christian Holrte-

man presided. Bro. Henry Tingley was advanced
to the second degree of the ministry. The church

decided to hold a love feast Oct. 2, at Bro. Ting-

ley's.

—

Noah H. Calvert, Jetico, Mo., July 24.

Deep Water Church. — We met in quarterly

council July 24. Much business being before the

meeting we did not get through Brethren
J M

Mohler and D. L Mohler were with us and ren-

d .red valuable assistance. On Sunday we had an
a lie sermon on mission work —L'zzie Fahncslock,

Montrose, Mo.
KANSAS.

Gridley.—The members of this church met in

council July 31, with Eld W. B. Sell present. On
account of the absence of some members, we had to
hive two sessions, at 10 A. M., and 4 P. M. We
s icceeded, by the Lord's help, in getting every-
thing satisfactorily adjusted, so we could arrange
for a love feast Oct. b.—W. S. Wheeler.

Grenola.—We met in churrh council on Satur-
d»y, July 31. Our elder, Bro. G W. Studebaker, of
Fredonia, Kins., was present with us; also Bro. El-
rod, living sixteen miles north. He handed in a
lett :r for himself and wife. He preached two very
interesting sermons on Saturday evening and Sun-
day morning. The time of our love feast was set
for Sept. 4.— C'tas. Gobbl'.

Bslleville Church.-One sister has been added
to our number by baptism since our last report.
Bro. J. Z. Gilbert, one of our ministers, is attending
school in Chicago, at present. Our elder, C. S.
Holsinjer and wife, returned home from California
last week. Bro. Samuel Henry and family came
with them, and will make' their home among us
again.—Lorn :aj. WMams, Aug 2.

Washington.—This church celebrated July 3 in

council. Our elder not being present, Bro. John
Gauby was chosen as moderator. Considerable
business came before the meeting, which was pleas-

antly dispos-d of. Our fall love feast will be held
at the church in Washington, on East Third Street,

Sept. 25 and 26, at to A. M. Bro. J. S. Merkey
was re-elected as our Sunday school Superintend-
ent.

—

Lizzie Meyer, Aug. 1.

McPherson. -Our July quarterly council passed
off very pleasantly. During the vacation of the
school the church has sustained two prayer-meet-
ings each week,— on Sunday evening and Thursday
evening. Bro. I. B. Trout has been selected to

conduct a series of meetings for us, some time dur-

ing the coming fall or winter. Bro. A. Hutchison,
who has been absent from us nearly a year, is now
at home for a brief stay. Prospects for the coming
school session are very encouraging Houses on
College Hill are about all taken— C. E. Arnold,

Avg. 2.

PENNSYLVANIA.

Dunuiugs Creek.—This congregation met June
19, in regular quarterly council, Eld. J. B. Miller,

presiding. A series of meetings will be held during
the months of October and November if we can
get some one to labor for us. We have three regu-
lar places of meeting, and two other occasional ap-

pointments. We have Sunday schools at all of the

places but one. Two of them are conducted by the

Brethren The literature of the Brethren is used
exclusively. The interest and attendance were
good. The time for our love feast was set for Oct.

9, commencing at 4 P. M.— G. H. Miler, Point, Pa.,

Aug. 3.

Manheim. —At the " Home for the Homeless," a

short distance west of Manheim, we had regular

services this afternoon. The meeting was very
largely attended, and good attention was given.

The inmates (eight in number) a'l seem to be con-
tented with their new home. They have prayer-
meeting two weeks from this date, and preaching
again in four weeks. Family worship is held each
morning and evening, and all enjoy it. The Savior
Slid, " Inasmuch as ye have done it unto the least

of these, my brethren, ye have done it unto me."
Thus, we trust, the " Home for the Homeless." will

continue to be a blessing.

—

A. E. Light, Aug I.

Spring Grove.—The members of the newly-or-

ganized Sping Grove church met in council July 31.

The business that came before the meeting was
harmoniously disposed of. One dear brother was
reclaimed. The church decided to hold a love
feast Oct. 8 and 9, at 2 P. M., at the Spring Grove
house. We also agreed to hold a series of meet
ings 3.' the Blue Ball house, some time this fall.—
Samuel W. Taylor, Avg 2.

Plum Creek.—Our third quarterly council for the
year was held in the P. urn Creek meetinghouse,
July 31. All business was disposed of satisfactori-

ly. Bro. Lewis Kimmel presided. The church de-

cided to hold a love feast at the above place Oct.

9, at 4 P. M., preceded by a week's meetings, com-
mencing on the third. The matter of providing an
additional appointment for our isolated members
was favorably discussed.

—

F. D Anthony, July jr.

ILLINOIS.

Camp Creek Church.—We held our quarterly
council-meeting July 24. We had a fair attendance
of members, and the business was disposed of in a
satisfactory manner. We set Oct. 21 for our love
feast, and made arrangements with Bro. Granville
Nevinger, of Fayette County, III., to commence a
series of meetings Oct. 9, to continue until the
time of the love feast.— i'. S. Hummer, Colchester,

III, July 26.

Milmine Church.—In consequence of conflicting

with our District Meeting, we have changed the
time of holding our love feast from Oct. 15 (as per
announcement) to Oct. 21, at 4 P. M. Our mis-
sionary meeting was largely attended, and S12.19
was collected for the India mission, Bro. I. N.
Brubaker did the preaching. The interest was
good.—M. V. Gibson, Cerrj Gordo, IU.

Girard.-Our elder, M. Flory, preached a mis.
sionary sermon last Sunday at the East Macoupin
Creek church, after which a collection was taken
for the Southern Illinois mission, resulting in rais-

ing over S15 —Ella Watson, Aug. 4.

Hudson.—Bro. Ira C Snavely, of Nebraska, came
to us July 16, and preached each evening till the
27th,—twelve sermons in all. Notwithstanding the

of harves\ the congregations
a'edtothelast We were much
I -a visit us. Seventeen yea-s
family removed to Nebraska,

irs old. In the thriving State
ked with his father on the farm.

heat and busy tir

pleased to have B
ago, his father ai

Ira then was five i

of Nebraska, he w
Afterwards, traveling from pi

tended the various institutio

qialifying himself fir future 1

Lyon, Aug. 3.
OHIO.

Upper Sandusky.—We held

July 31. It wis the first harvest meeting ever held
in this church. A collection was taken up for our

to place, he at-

of learning, thus

fulness.—Thos. D.

harvest meeting

1 hon nd s?.oo t sed. We
eks.—A!.are trying to have meetings every two

virty Buxton, Aug j,

Blauchard Church.—We held our harvest meet-
ing at Dupont, Ofcio, on Saturday, July 31. Visit-

ing brethren present were Jacob Driver and P.

H. Beery. Bro. Beery gave us an excellent ser-

mon from Psalm 136, after which a collection was
taken for the India sufferers, amounting to S2.60.
Bro Driver preached to us in the afternoon and
Sunday forenoon. Bro. Beery preached on Satur-
day night, and a'so on Sunday night, making, in all,

five sermons, which were greatly aporeciated by us.

We al=o contemplate hold ng our feast, Oct. 10, at

the same place. There have been three added to

the church by baptism since my last report.—Har-
ry Fuller, Oakwood, Ohio, Aug. 2.

Ashland Church—The Brethren of the Ashland
church met in quarterly council July 31. All busi-

ness passed off pleasantly. We decided to hold
our Communion Oct. 16, commencing at 10 A. M.
We will hold a special harvest service Aug. 22, at

the Dickey meetinghouse, at 10: 30 A. M. We
sent one paper to District Meeting. The church
elected brethren T. S. Moherman and W. F. Eng-
land as delegates to District Meeting We elected
Bro. Albertus Scoti^as Trustee for three years, Brc.

John Clark, as Treasurer, Sister Addie Zimmerman
as Financial Clerk, and Oren Roberts, as Clerk of

the church.—W. F England. Aug. 2.

Dayton.—The members of the West Dayton
church met in council July 29. at 7: 30 P. M. The
attendance was large and all the business was pleas-

antly disposed of. Bro Peter Stuckman will hold
a series of meetings for us in November. Bro. C.

C. Ellis, of Huntingdon, Pa., preached for us from
Acts 1: 8. The lesson he gave us will long be re-

membered.

—

Elmir Wombold, ty Farley St , Aug. 2.

IOWA.

Tipton.—A love feast will be held Oct. 9 and 10,

at the Pleasant View meetinghouse, Cedar Co,
Iowa, services to begin at 10 A M. Bro. Chas. M.
Yearout will conduct a series of meetings at the

same place, beginning Sept. 26, and to continue un-

til the feast.—/. E, Keller, Aug. 2.

Rock Grove.—This church met in regular quar-

terly council July 31. We decided to hold our

love feast Sept. 25 and 26, preaching to commence
on Friday evening, and continue a week after.

The Mission Board has supplied us with preaching

every two weeks during the summer.- Nellie G.

saver, Nora Springs, Iowa, Avg. 2.

Marshalltown.—We are still keeping up our ap-

pointments the year around. We have prayer

eting on Thursday evening, evergreen Sunday
100I every Sunday forenoon, followed by preach-

;. We also have services each Sunday evening.

Thus our church is alive to the work! It is enjoya-

ble to the children of God, to go to the house of

Lord, and build up each other in the most holy

faith.—Jacob J. I rower, Aug. 2.
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South Keokuk Church.—We had quite an inter-

esting meeting July 4 Our elder, John Gable,

preached a missionary sermon, which was very in-

structive. After the services, a collection of S5 42

was taken. Much good may be accomplished by

talks on mission work.

—

Mt.ry Heilman Ol'.ie. Iowa,

Fitly 11.
' ' INDIANA.

Baugo Church.—Our harvest meet'ng will be

held in the Baugo churchhouse, Aug 28, at 2 P M.

Bro. Peter Stuckman will do the preaching. He
will then continue in a series of meetings. Mem
be.s of adjoining congregations are invited to at-

tend these meet ngs.

—

Christian Mttsler, Wakaiusa.

Ind., July.JO

Pleasant Valley Church.—We met in quarterly

council July 31. Elders J. H. Miller and George

Svvihart were with us. We had a pleasant council.

We appointed our Communion for Nov. 6, and our

harvest me? ting on Thanksgiving Day Delega'cs

lor District Meeting, Eld C. Schrock and A. Wise.

-L E. Weaver.

Palestine Church.— Bro L, T. Holsinger is

booked for a scries of meetings in the Palestine

church, at the Oak Grove house, Sept. z,—one week

prior to the Communion. The church at this place

is in good working order, with a flourishing Sunday

s-hool, which adds to the interest of the cause.

—

M.

L ffahn, Sicfi id, hd July 28

Howard Church.—At our last council all busi-

ness was disposed of pleasantly. The church de-

cided to hold a series of meetings in December.

Bo. Peter Stuckman, of Nippanee, Ind., will con-

duct the meetings. Our Communion will be held

Oct. 6, at 2 P. M.

—

George Brubaker, Ri'lgewoy, Ind

,

July ?r.

Pigeon River.—The members of this church met

in quarterly council July I/. Ail business was

pleasantly disposed of. Brethren James -Barton

and I. N Snowberger were chosen delegates to

District Meeting. It was decided to have a love

least O :t. 14. commencing at 2 P. M.—/. W. Foil,

Flint, Ind., Jit y ^5
VIRdlNIA.

Linville Creek Church.—We met in council July

30 Eld. Benj Miller was with us. Eld. D. Hays

conducted the business. One that had left the fold

some ye us ago was restored. We, for the first

time, appointed a regular correspondent to the

Messenger Y u will recognize Bro. Samuel D.

Zigler as a repotter of all our church news, from

this time, until a charge. Bro Noah Rhodes and

the writer exp ct to start to-morrow, Aug. 3, to

help in the church vis ting in the Linville Creek

missionary district in West Virginia, twenty-five to

forty miles west of us. The ministering brethren

will follow a day or two later, to conduct the coun-

cils and fi 1 appointments for preaching. A report

of the trip will be given on our return.

—

Michiel

Zigler, B'oadwey, Va., Aug 2.

[We wish each church would appoint a regular

correspondent—Ed]

Walnut Grove.—The members of this congrega-

tion met in council at Bro. J. E. Lewis', July 17,

Bro. Henry Sheets was with us, and preached three

very consoling sermons. The people seemed to

be very much interested. We would be glad for

him to visit us again in the near future.

—

BidKc C.

lewis, Medina., Va , July ?J.

ORECION.

Mohawk Valley Church.—Bro. Geo. C. Carl,

our missionary, came to us July II. and preached

eight good sermons. The members met in quarter-

ly council July 17. to hear the report of the visiting

brethren. All business passed off quietly. At our

love feast, on the evening of the same day, about

twenty six members communed. Bro. Geo. C. Carl

officiated, assisted by Eld. P. Workman and Bro. J.

A. Royer. At the close of this service a sister ap-

plied for membership. Repairing to the water, a

short distance from the church, she was baptized,

at midnight. This was a sight not to be forgotten

by those who witnessed it—Kate K. Drury, Mabel,

Ore.July jo.

1 ; ' iSEETJ WEE '

NORTH DAKOTA.

Sweetwater Lake.—We held o"r love feast July

17. It was truly a feast to the soul The wealher

pleasant and there was a good attendance.

About one hundred communed Eld. A. Hutchi-

son, of Kansas, wa-- with us and officiated. He
gave us many words of encouragement. After the

close of the meeting, one was received by baptism

and we hope more will soon follow.— Isaac Wagon
er, July 20.

TEXAS.

Panhandle Church.—Bro. C. H. Brown, of Kan-

sas, commenced meetings for us July 27. One dear

sister was baptized, and others are counting the

cost. The meetings are bein£ continued with good
interest.

—

Geo. H. Rasehore, fitly jo

Deer Park.—About a month ago, my father, and

J. A. Miller, of Manvel, held a meeting near our

house, in a grove. After meeting they extended an

invitation, when my only brother, one of my
younger sisters, and a deacon's daughter, came out

on the Lord's side. Tin re is now quite an inlerest

manifest, and I think there are others that will

soon unite with the church. Any of the Bie'hren

that think of locating in the Soulh, are invited to

settle here. We have a goodly land, plenty of tim-

ber, and good water.

—

Lie/tie Gisnjuly ?d.

MARYLAND.

Oakland.—Since our last report three more have

:en added to the church at this place,—two by

b ptism, and one reclaimed. Bro. Jonas Fike, of

Eglon, W. Va., preached a soul- cheering sermon for

us on last Sunday, Aug. I We trust the day is not

far distant, when there will be quite an ingathering

of precious souls a> Oakland—A 0. Thompson,

Kearney, Md , Aug. 2.

Monocacy.—July 31, at A. M , the Monocacy

church held her annual harvest meeting. Brethren

Albert Hollinger and John Deardorff were with us

and gave good talks. A collection was taken for

our church missions, which amnun'ed to S1636

one sister's Sunday egg money, for March, amount-

ing to $2 36. After the corning services, the con-

tents of the baskets, brought by the brethren and

sisters, were placed on 'he tables in the basement,

and all sat down, and enjoyed the lunch and social

intercourse. At I P. M all met again for council.

It was decided to hold a series of met tings near

the time of our love feast, which will be Nov. 6.

We have not secured a " Boanerges," but trust the

Lord will send some one to us On Sunday we

held our children's meeting. Bre'hren Deardorff

and George T. Sappington, of Beaver Dam, talked

to the children. These talks were not only enjoyed

by the little boys and girls, but by the older ones

as well. All felt that we have had a refreshing

Tom the Lnrd.—Samuel Wtybtight. Double Pipe

Creek, Md , Aug. 4.

WEST VIROINIA.

Copen. Braxton Co.—There were seven een mem-

bers here, somewhat isolated from the Brother-

hood. Of lale, four more made the good confes-

sion, and were received into the church by baptism,

making twenty-one of us, in all. We have much

opposition, but if we had more ministerial aid, I

think that a large congregation could be built up

here. As it is, there is no minister but myself, and

1 feel that I can do but little,—B. F. Jamison, Aug.

NEBRASKA.

Rush Valley Church.— Bro. S. M. Forney, of

Kearney, preached for us recently, with good re-

sults. He is sent by the Mission Board, and

is certainly the right man for frontier church

work. He has soul and body in the work. Aft-

er finishing this trip he will have traveled about

sixteen hundred miles by private conveyance since

spring. He is never idle. When he does not

preach, he is talking to the people and distributing

tracts. The people turned out in full force right

in the midst of harvest. Some came eight and ten

miles on dark nights to hear him. Bro. Forney is

a man, sixty years of age. He can turn to any

passage of Scripture you mention.—A. M. Mussel-

nun, Ruilwille, Nlbr., Aug. 3,

CALIFORNIA.

Colton. -Having been directed by the Church
Erection and Missionary Committee of California

and Arizona to look after the Master's work at Col-

ton and vicinity, my correspendents will hereafter

please address me at Colton, Cal. Those seeking
answers to Biblical questions, will not forget the

needful United States little pictures, to insure

transportation.

—

M. M. Eshelman, July 28,

TENNESSEE.

Blizzard.—July 9 I went on mission work to

Hawkins and Hancock Counties, Tenn , Lee Coun-

ty, Va, and Bell and Harlan Counties, ky. I

preached in three Slates and at eight places. I

held twenty-eight meetings, and baptized two in

Belt County, Ky. I had good meetings, and was
well treated by all. I thank God for his goodness.

We also advanced Bro. Louis Jones to the second

degree of the ministry,- Gcfrge C. Howttiin July ?o.

-=-i CORRESPONDRNCi;

Annual Meeting of 1808.

At a special District Meeting, held with the Pine

Creek church, in their house in Polo, 111 , on Au-

gust 4, 189', the following committee was appoint-

ed: D B. Eby, Yellow Creek church, Lena, 111 ;

Frank Myers, Arnold's Grove church, Mt. Carroll,

III.; C. P. Rowland, Cheny Grove church, Lanark,

III ; P. R K -liner, Sterling church, Sterling, 111.; D.

I. Miller, Silver Creek church, Mt. Morris, III.; I.

Bennett Trout, Lanark church, Lanark, III.; John

Heckman, Pine Creek church. I'olo, III. This com-

mittee is to act as a Locating Committee, and also

as Committee of Airangements for the coming An-

nual Meeting.

The committee had a preliminary meeting in the

afternoon of the same day, and effected their or-

ganization as follows: D L. Miller, Foreman; D. B.

Eby, Assistant; I. Bennett Trout, Secretary; C. P.

Rowland, Treasurer. D. L. Miller,

I. Bennett Trout,
Wilting Clerks of D. M.

From Lanark, III.

The Lanark church is moving along pleasantly,

and we believe it has an interesting future before

it. especially if a 1 will continue to work together in

harmony, as they have in the past two years. At a

recent council meeting it was decided to build an

addition to the churchhouse, large enough to seat

about one hundred and thirty persons, This will

be done by building a wing 22x32 feet. It is need-

ed to give room for a growing Sunday school, and

also frequently needed for other meetings, It was

pleasing, indeed, to note how cheerfully the mem-

bers subscribed money and labor, many saying, " I

will give more if it is needed." The Lord loves a

cheerful giver, says the good Book, He has no

use for the other kind of givers. The work has be-

gun, and will be completed, if all goes well, about

Sept 10, so that we can use it to accommodate the

crowd at our series of meetings, which we expect

to begin on Sept. 15.

Recently we have been having some sermons on

Sunday schools. We would recommend to the min-

isters all over the Brotherhood to preach a few ser-

mons on this subject to their churches. The minis-

ter will learn something, as well as the congrega-

tion. There ought to be more sermons along the

special lines of church work. Such sermons, prop-

erly used, may prove like the breath of the winds

upon the dry bones. See Ezek. 37. I am sure we

have the Sunday school work before us throughout

the entire Brotherhood, and I believe we have the

dry bones, and some of them are very dry, too.

But if we may read the future,—and we shall try,—

we predict that the sinews will soon cover many, if

not all, these bones, I. Bennett Trout,
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The Great South.

H> , for I

Ihe Souih, and to visit our scattered membc
there, I left Calverton, Va., July 8, for Atlant

Ga.,—the "Gate City " of the South. This is

the great distributing point for the South'

States, and was visited by Sherman in

"March to the Sea" It has arisen from the

devastations of war to be a city of immen«e

business and wealth. Bro. Luther Petry and

family live here, at 95 Means Street. There

are nine members living in this city. Dr. F. R.

Wrightsmau recently moved here. I learned,

through Bro. Pelry, that there are three mem-
bers living near Rome, and two at Thomas-

ville, making only fourteen members in the

great State of Georgia.

After spending the night with Bro. Pet'y, I

said, " I must also see Rome." and he consent-

ed to accompany me c

reached that city July

D. D. Arnold and Bro. E<

wife, who moved there I

the We

uih. This ii.k-i.il.

and visited Br<

ond D. Bashor an

n East Tennesse

; well pleased wit

About ten years ago they began 10 erect build

ings in an old cotton-held. To day it number:

about 45,000 souls. A relapse came a few

years ago, but it is now rallying again, and il

is difficult to find an empty dwelling-bouse

there. In the vicinity of

*>OUR n BQ£)K x TABLE*-

Bro. Jamfs T. Quinlan, Baltimore, Md„ i

arranging to get out a second edition of the ir

teresling sketch of his life. The little publics

tion seems to be taking well.

The Southern States is the title of a monthly

magazine, published by Manufacturers' Rec-
ord Publishing Company, Baltimore, Md. The
August issue is on our desk. It gives much
valuable information concerning the Great

South, and will prove of value to those seeking

mation concerning that part of the country.

Ladies' Home Journal for Au-

paper

Whil
gust is not as int

II the 1

Down the Fences," is worth the

umber in any family where there ;

nd young women. In fact, it is w
ime to read to any one hiving a dm

for the best of culture. The publishei

deserve credit for the high mt
of the publication.

; of thi

MINISTERIAL PROGRAMS.

of i
i.al. Lir

lumber also abound in close proximity, giving

all needed materials for the manufacture of

iron and iron products. Building lumber, of a

superior quality, is found in abundance near by.

From Birmingham we wended our way west-

ward to Columbus, Miss, and Lafayette, Ala,

These places are noted for their fine lumber,

coal and agricultural products. I visited Se-

lina and York, Ala., and Meridian, Miss.

From this latter point I went to Fruitdale, Ala,

1 was welcomed to the pleasant home of Bro.

J. M. Stover, Superintendent of the Fruitdale

Land Company, I attended a special appoint-

ment for preaching on Saturday evening in

tbe Seminary Chapel, and the regular service

on Sunday morning. Both services were well

attended. Brethren J. M. Neff and Eld. M. M.
Ennis held services about six miles west of

Fruitdale, and report a good inteiest at that

point. I was shown around the new plant of

our Brethren in the "Sunny South." The
Seminary building is a substantial and well-

arranged structure, in the midst of the native

forest,— quite a pleasant and picturesque site.

I was informed that the prospect for the com-
ing session of the school there is good.

Alabama has fifty-six members, living as

follows: Two at Hollywood, in the northeastern

part of the State; forty-four at Fruitdale; eight

at Citronelle; two in Mobile. Thus they occu-

py the northern and s ulhem part of the State

The South is a va 1 unoccupied field. So
far as our church is concerned, but little is

known of our doctric e. 1 found the climate

much less oppressive hail I had expected. In

fact, it is not so hot noras unpleasant as in the
more northern States. A case of sunstroke is

very rare there. Th people are kind and
hospitable, and seem nxious for our Brethren
to locate among them when they once learn to

know us. There is so ne excellent land, yield-

ing bountiful ciops of cotton, corn, wheat, oats

a great variety of fmi > and vegetables, almost
during the entire yea . They cut their grass

thrc
, ofte:

yielding a ton or more of excellent hay
cutting, Much of the land yields from a half

to one bale of cotton, or forty to fifty bushels
of com per acre. A bale of cotton is worth
from $35 to $40. Excellent water is obtained
from artesian wells, both in the cities and
country. Lumber,—both hard and soft wood,—
is abundant and cheap. The health is also

good in most places. Why not occupy this

goodly land? I spent fifteen days, traveled

2,500 miles, and returned home with a better

opinionof the South than I had previously en-
tertained. S. F. Sanger.

Calverton, Va
, July 27,

" Many a man has awakened in his dying
hour to find his sins all about him. They
clamored up on the right side of tbe bed, and
on the left side, and over the headboard, and
over the footboard, and horribly devoured the

Western Pennsylvania.

The following is the program of the Mi
terial Meeting, to be held in tbe Middle Creek
congregation, Pa., Oct 6 and 7, 1897:

Evening Strvice, Oct. 5.

Meeting opened by Albert Berkley.

Sermon.—Subject optional.— D. H. Walker.
Meeting closed by Jasper Barnthouse.

Wednesday Morning, Oft. 6, q A. Af,

Devotional Exercises, conducted by Jos. J
Shaffer.

Address of Welcome.—Josiah Berkley. Re-
sponse.— F. D. Anthony.

"Object of Ministerial Meetings."—Mi-
chael Weyand, Alpbeus Debolt, Ira Holsopple.

"Helps to the Ministry and How to Use
n."—W. G. Shrock, Abraham Summy,
s F. Ream.
'When and How Should Ministers Re-
the Aid of tbe Spirit in Their Preach-

'—Solooron Dorer, John Darr, Lewis A.
Peck.

'How may we Better Fulfill the 'Go
Teach

1

of the Scriptures?"—E. J. Blough, Jo-
seph Berkey, I. C Johnson.

'Best and Most Valid Reasons why Min-
Should Discuss and Agree upon a De-

1 of Important Questions before Present-

hem to a Council-meeting for a Vote."

—

S. P. Zimmerman, R. T. Hull, John B. Miller.

As Doctrinal Sermons Sometimes Give
Offense, When and How Should They be
Preached?"—M. H. Speicher, Joel Gnagey,
H. S. Myers.

'Relation of the Minister to the Sunday
School.*—Warren Charles, James Widdowson,

Burkbart,

"Songs and Prayers as Great Powers in

Church, and Most Effectual Ways of Im-
proving in Them."—Levi Stoner, Jeremiah
Faust, E. K. Hostetler,

;ries will be received and read before the
ng by the Query Manager, A. D. Christ-

Sugar drove Church, Ohio.

The following is tbe program of the Minis-
rial Meeting, to be held in the Sugar Grove

church, Ohio, Aug. 11, 1897, beginning at eight
'clock, A. M., standard time:

1. "An Exposition of Heb. 10: 24, 25."—D.
S. Filbrun, Joseph Longanecker.

"In what Way may the Talent of Young
bers be Best Employed in Church Work
icrease Their Usefulness? "—W. Q. Cal-

lohn H.Christian.

'The Minister's Discouragements and
lo Overcome Them."—Jonas Horning,

Emmanuel Shank,

Tbe Ideal Sunday School.'
-—D. D. Wine,

Julia A. Gilbert.

'The Importance of the Pastoral and An-
Visits, and How to Make Them More

Effectual."—Henry Longanecker, Jesse Kin-

ime allotted for the dicussion of each sub-

,
one hour,—the first speaker, fifteen min-

; the second, ten, and the others, five.

Alt ministers are requested to come pre-

pared to take part in the discussion of tbe

Sermons. — "Missionary," at Covington,

Aug. 10, 7:30 P. M., by W. Q. Calvert; also at

Pleasant Hill, by O. P. Hoover.

John Calvin Bright, Foreman,

S.S.Gump, Secretary.

Oklahoma and Indian Territory. -

The Ministerial Meeting of the District of

Oklahoma and Indian Territory will convene
it Paradise Prairie church Oct. 7. The follow-

ng topics will be discussed:

1. "Importance of Unity in Local Churches
and District."—A. W. Austin, James A. Stouder.

"Importance of Cultivating a Warm and
Affectionate Feelinjr between the Laity and
Ministry, and How?"—J. O. Brubaker, F. B.

3 " How can we Best Infuse the Principle

of Love in Ourselves and tbe Members, and
Retain it?"—N. S. Gripe, Green Fillmore.

4. " How can Our Young Members be Made
the Most Efficient Help in Advancing the

Cause of Christ ?"-S. Edgecomb, T. F. Betts.

"How M11 1, Assi

Making the Sunday School Efficient in Bring-

ing its Members to Christ?"—A. L. Gorham,
G W. Landis.

Brethren J. E. Appleman, N. S. Gripe and
F. B. Landis are our Committee.

AH are cordially invited to be with u:

take part. The District Meeting will coi

on tbe day following, and a love feast will be
held on tbe 9th. Perhaps a Bible class

follow, or a series of meetings. This will

good time for brethren ministers to look c

field and see the harvest, A. W. Ausi

-MATRIMONIAL -

WILLIS -MILLISER.—At tbe home c

Daniel Shively and wife, near Cerrogordo, II!

July 21, 1897, Mr. Geo. F. Willis, of Cern
gordo, 111., and Miss Winnie Milliser, of Fan
field County, Ohio. A. L. Bingaman.

FALLEN * ASLEEP ••

CORNELIUS.— In the bounds of the Cedar
County church, Cedar Co., Iowa, in Buchanan,

Dartha Ann Cornelius, aged nearly

72 years. She was a member of the Baptist

church. Services conducted by the writer,

om Heb. 13: 14. J. E. Keller.

LAM BE.—In the bounds of the Rock's Gap
lurch, Rockingham Co., Va., July 16, 1897, of

teumonia, Willie J. Lambe, infant son of

iend Monroe and Etta Lambe, aged 1 year, 1

month arid 8 days. Funeral services by Bro.

J. A. Garber, from Isa. 11:6, latter clause, from
the words, "And a little child shall lead them."

Sallie R. Turner.

- In the Greenmount church,

37, of paralysis Bro. Samuel
I7 years, 8 months and 22 days.

is a faithful member for many
o be an

ed, but till tbey arrived there, he was ut

it was not accomplished, Fu-
held at Antioch, July 4. B
ers and Eld. Benjamin IV

. Garb

SCOTT.—In the Ashland church, Ohio, April

1897, Perry Eugene Scott, infant son of

,t. and Mrs. Scott, aged 7 months and 13

days. Little Perry was the only child of fond

id loving parents. Funeral services by the

riter. W. F. England.

BROWN.—In tbe bounds of the Linville

Creek congregation, Rockingham Co., Va„
20, 1897, of consumption and old age, Sis-

Rebecca Brown, aged 77 years, 9 months
8 days. Sbe was a sufferer for many

?s, but bore it patiently to the end. Her
husband preceded her to tbe spirit world about

thirty-seven years ago. She leaves three sons

and three daughters. Her remains were laid

t in the Cedar Run cemetery, close to her

. Funeral services conducted by Bro.

J. A. Garber, assisted by Bro. J. P, Zigler, from
Rev, 14: 13. Sallie R, Turner,

BROWER.—In the bounds of the Barren
Ridge church, Va., July 20, 1897, Eld. E, l
Brower, aged 66 years, 2 months and 13 days'
Eld. Brower died very suddenly. He was
stricken with apoplexy at half past four in the

,
and died at half past four the same
He seemed to be in his usual health

the day before his death. The church, as we |[

immunity, has sustained a great losj

by bis death, as he was a great worker in ihe
church, and generally beloved everywheie he

known. He leaves a widow, six sons and
daughters, Funeral services were con-

ducted at the Mennonite church, by Bro. Da-
/id Kendig, from Mark 13:34. Interment in

the Brower cemetery.

N. Walter Coffman.

RIFE.—In the City of Staunton, Va„ in the

arren Ridge church, July 17, 1897, Bro. Noah
Rife, aged about 60 years Bro. Rifs had been

ripple all his life, being unable to use his

limbs. Funeral services were conducted by
Bro. J. C. Garber. N. Walter Coffman.

ROYER.— In the Dallas Center church,
Iowa, July 20, 1897, of apoplexy, Sister Sarah
Royer, aged 78 years, 9 months and 22 days.

Aunt Sally," as every one called her, was sel-

dom absent from church till in later years, as

age kept her from attending. In the even-

sometime between six and seven o'clock,

went to tbe garden to get some currants,

Sbe had gathered nearly a cup full and started

to the bouse, when the summons came and she

fell to the ground. Friends came to her. but

she breathed just a few times till she entered

the Golden City. Her husband preceded ber

ten years, one month and one day. She leaves

six children. Three of them are trying to get

ready to enjoy that happy home with their

parents. This is one of God's ways of telling

us to be always ready, for we know not what
moment we maybe called. Funeral services

by Eld. M, Sisler, from John 14: 1, "Let not

your heart be troubled; ye believe in God, be-

lieve also in me." R. F. McCune.

ARNOLD.—In the Limestone church, Wash-
ington Co., Tenn., July 9, 1897, of typhoid

fever, Bro. William D. Arnold, aged 34 years,

8 months and n days. He leaves a wife, two
children and an aged mother. He was a faith-

ful member of the church for about ten years.

His funeral was conducted by Bro. J, B. Pence,
in the Limestone church, from Job 14, after

which his body was laid beside his father in

the graveyard near by. P. D. Reed.

ECKER.—At Tburmont, in the Monocacy
congregation, Frederick Co., Md., May 17,

1897, Reuben Ecker, aged 75 years and 17

days. He was buried at Rocky Ridge. Bro,

Reuben had been a member of the church for

over forty years. His wife preceded him
three years last fall. Both were buried the

day before our Communion. Funeral services

by elders T. J. Kolb and D. R. Saylor.

MILLER. — Near Sabillasville, Frederick

Co., Md.,at the home of her son in law, Charles

Linebaugh, July 6, 1897, Jane Miller, aged 76
fears, 5 months and 2 days. Sister Milier hsd
)een a consistent member for over thirty years,

The occasion was improved by Eld. T. J. Kolb
ind John R. Flohr, from Luke 10: 42.

Samuel Wbyhright.

MULLEN.—In the Cherry Grove congrega-

ion, 111., of consumption, Hattie K.. daughter of

iro. Samuel and Sister Caiharine Mullen, aged

3 years, 1 month and 2g days. Funeral serv-

ces from Rom. 6: 23, by the writer.

C. P. Rowland.

STUTZMAN.—In the Town of Lanark, 111.,

Harry Franklin, son of friend B. F. Stutzman
ife, aged 1 year, 5 months and 24 days.

Funeral services from John 11:21, at the Cher-

ry Grove church, by the writer.

C. P. Rowland.

PERKINS.—In the Fredonia congregation,

ans., of Bright's disease, July 28, 1897, Mrs.

Nancy E. Perkins, aged 71 years, 8 months
id 17 days. She leaves an aged husband
id four sons. She joined tbe United Baptists

the age of sixteen years. Funeral discourse

by the writer, to a large congregation.

Wm B. Sell,

CUSTER.—In the Brock's Gap congrega-

Dn, Rockingham Co., Va., July 10, 1897, of

bronchitis and pneumonia, Otis, infant son of

friend Jacob and Amanda Custer, aged 11

months and 16 days. Funeral services at the

house, conducted by Mr, Stern, of the U. B,

church, Sallie K, Turner,
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IHR'G.—Near Fruilda'e, Ala., June 24. 1897,

Sister Elizabeth, wife ot Peter Ihrig, aged 76

vears, 2 months and 16 days. She united v

,hc chu-ch ot the Brethren at Roann, Ind

early life, and lived a consistent Christian

til she crossed the chilly waters. She was the

mother of eleven children. Bro. Peter and sis

children preceded her to the spirit land. Fu-

neral services by the writer. Text, 1 Tbess

4
.

, 3>
M. M. Ennis.

SHULTZ.—In the bounds of the Cedar

County church, Cedar Co., Iowa, two ai

half miles northeast of Tipton, Iowa, Andrew

Shultz, aged 90 years, 5 months and 19 days

His wife (maiden name, Susanna Hoffman)

preceded him to the spirit world Feb. iz, 1872.

In his early life he united with ihe Brethren

church and lived a consistent memher. When

ibe church troubles came, he took his s.tand in

f^cr of the Old Order element. Services by

ihe write', assisted by Eld John -iuck, from

Kev. UM3. J.K.Kki.ier.

KELLEY—In the Osceola church, Osceola,

Mo ,
' f cholera infantum, Robert Stone, only

chid of friend Robert and Ce'ia Kelley, aged

1 year, 8 months and 3 days. Funeral

:

conducted by Eld Simmons. The little body

was laid away in the Landaker cemetery.

Ltzzw Rbpi.og

FOSS,—In the Ashland church, Ashland Co.,

Ohio, July 30, 1897, Bro. Samuel Foss, aged 76

years, 2 months and 8 days. Bro. Foss 1

a daughter and a son. His wfe and on

preceded him to the spirit world He
consistent member of the Brethren church for

half a century, aod peacefully passed I

reward, Funeral services by the writer,

;

ed by Bro. T. S. Moherman.

SCOTT.—In the Ashland church, Ashland

Co, Ohio, June 11, 1897, Bro William

aged 68 years and 25 days. Bro Scott v

active member of the Brethren church for

over twenty years, having held the offc

trustee for the greater part of that time,

large congregation at his funeral bore 1

mony of the high esteem in which he was he'd

by the community in which be lived and died.

His was a Brethren's home, where God's peo-

ple were always welcome He was a kind

husband, a loving father and an obligi

neighbor. He leaves a wife and eleven ck

dren. Funeral services by the writer, assist

by Eld. I. D. Parker, of Indiana.

W. F. England

UTZ— In the Marsh Creek church, Adai .

Co.. Pa
, June 9, 1897, Bro. Henry Utz, aged 82 • ADVERTISEMENTS

yeirs. D-ceastd was born in Adams County.

Pa. He was a member of the Brethren church

fur about sixty-five years. He married Mis

Margaret Cooly, of Adams County, Pa , who,

with eleven children, survives him.

ow and five children are members of the

Krethren church. Funeral services conducted

by Eld Jacob Trostle, from 2 Tim. 4: 7.

M. F. Wiluaus.

KASER.—In the Bunker Hill church, Ber-

lin, Ohio, July 27, 1S97, Rebecca Kaser, aged

S6 y*-ars, to months and 27 days. In 1856 she

was married to George Kaser, with whom sht

lived in holy wedlock for thirtyseven years

In 1891 her husband was called to the land of

rest. Bro. Kaser and wi e were both members
of the Brethren church, Their uuio

blessed wiih six children -five sons ai

daughter. ' Sister Kaser was anointed

weeks before her death. Fuueral s>

conducted by Bro. Josiah Hochstet'er

Prov. 12:28, and in ihe German language by
Peter Miller, of the Amish church.

The Church Manual.

Tm< rk, by Eld H. B. Brumbaugh,
IS thorough information on the various top-

NTPNTS: Declaration ot Faith; The Sab-

bath; Loyalty to the Civil Government; Non-
inting the Sick; On Taking the

Oath; Temperance; Conformity to the World;
Church Government;The Church Visit; Cuutch
Officers; How to Conduct Chur.h Meetings;

Rules for Members in Case of Offenses; Sun-

day Schools; The Prayer Meeting; The Mar-
riage Relation; Burial Service; Family Wor-

Prick.—Single copy, post-paid, 15 cents;

•'Small Talk about Business."

A hankers business hints for men an

women. By A, E. Rice. Revised and ei

larged.

Business is money-making. The most mot

ey is made by ihose who do not make mistake

:ry mistake you mi

B37-N.J

Well Pleased with the

Song Book.

IDAE. YODER.

EAKLES.—In the Maple Grove church,

Johnson Co., Kans., lune 30, 1897, Susan
Eakle;, nee Floiy, aged 71 years and 6 months.

Sister Eakles was a daughter of John Flory, of

Franklin County, Va. She was united in

riage to James Eakles, Sept 15, 1846.

was a faithful member of the Brethren church

for fifty years. Fuueral services by H F. an

I. H.Crist. IdaS. Younce.

CHURCH DIRECTORY.

Los Anyeles, CaU— No. 238 South Ha

For 35 cents we will send a copy of the above

named book and a coupon for same amount,

which will be accepted fur 35 cents on first or-

der of 12 or more books at $3.60 per dozen pre-

paid. Address:

Brethren Publishing House,

Mt. Morris, 111

Chlcayo, IIL—1&3 Thirteenth Place. Serv-

Baltimore City Mission.— 1108 Towson
't .Locust Point. Servlcej each night. Free Readli

<<•»». Scandinavian meetings every Friday at 8 P. M

Classified Minutes of Annual Meeting.

Not all the members of our church ba\

that perfect knowledge of our principles, th;

is so desirable. Others there are who are we

acquainted with the church as it exists, bi

who would like to know something of her past

history, as regards her gradual growth and de-

velopment. In fact, all who are interested ic

the welfare of the church, that is so dear to al!

of us, should have access to a complete com-

pilation, such as is found in the "Classified

Minutes ot Annual Meeting," with the appen

dix, containing the Minutes up to the yeai

1892. We sell this work at only $1.50 for cloth

binding. Be snre to send for a copy while th<

apply U still on hand. Those who have the

old iditio* of the " CUnlfied Miniies,'

havaihe "Appmdll" 1« separate blldl*| lor

•BlT %\ SMU. A4dr-M Wi OffFO.

the listakes you

Our Publications.

Children at Work.—Weekly; well-illustra-

d; contains the Sunday school lesson, with

iplanation, etc., adapted to the understanding

of small childreu. No better publication can
found for the little boys and girls of oar

Sunday schools.

The Qoapel Messenger.—A large, religion!

weekly,—published in the interest of the Breth-

ren or German Baptist church and their only

recognized rtaurch organ. Price, $1.50 per

The Young Disciple.—An illustrated week-
ly for the young. This is one of the most in-

teresting Sunday school papers published, and
should be used in all the schools within reach

of our people,

Single copy, per annum f it

1 will |,e

How not to make mistakes? It is explained

the book,

What to do, to be right, in the thousand and

e little emergencies that arise in business?

You learn it by the book.

The book is: "Small Talk about Business."

t is simple and comprehensive. It tells just

xactly what you want to know.

It is a book for those who have money to

1 book for r ney

Elegant cloth binding,

pages. By mail, price, 50 c

office.

The Lord Our Righteousness.

D. S. N. McCann's new book, " The Lord

Our Righteousness," discusses a great ques-

tion in an able mann-r. It is one ol the books

destined to make a sensation a'norg Bible

readers, and not one reader of thp MtcssftNiiHR

should be without it. Bro. McCann has had

the kindness to dedicate this excellent book to

the Home Mission Fund of the Brethren in

Ba'timore, Md. The object of this fund is to

raise money to build a much-needed house of

worship in that city. The profits from the sale

of this book go 1 1 this fund, so that every book

sold will add to the fund. The work contains

128 pages, is neatly bound in good cloth, and

will prove one of the most interesting books

yet put out by the Brethren. Price, 50 cents

Will be sent post-paid to any part of the Unit-

ed States. Terms to Agents, 40 cents each,

prepaid, in lets of three or more, Address all

orders to this office.

Do You Sing?
If so, have you examined the Brethren Sun-

day School Song Book? It is a well-arranged

and carefully-selected collection of songs suita-

ble for tbe Sunday School, Prayer Meeting or

Social Gathering.

Thousands of them have been sold, and to

introduce the book this offer is made to Sun-

day School Superintendents and Choristers,

Order a copy, either round or shaped notes,

accompanied with 35 cents, the retail price,

and we will send the book and a coupon good

for 35 cents on the first dozen books

dered at the regular price, 83.60 per dozen
1

paid. Address:

Brethren Publishing House,

Mt. Morris,

Baltimore City Church.

Price, prepaid,

Brethren's Family Almanac—Every fam-

ly should have this Almanac; complete in ev-

ery way. Price, per copy, 10 cents; special

1 to energetic agents,

Brethren'! Quarterly.—Prepared for all ad-

vanced classes, It contains the lesson texts

a complete explanation of the lesson

throughout. In preparing this quarterly we
keep constantly in view the needs ol the

Brotherhood, and aim to fully adapt it to tbels*

N1„:/<:

Juvenile Quarterly.—Prepared especially

for the intermediate classes, This is one of the

neatest, and best illustrated quarterlies pub-

lished. The pictures arc selected with great

care, and every lesson is illustrated, The little

folks are delighted with It.

icrlptlon, per r**r • cuts
..,.!<,.

Sunday School Supplies.—We keep any
thing that is used in Sunday school work.

Write us for prices on goods not adver-

tised here.

Sunday School Reward Cards.—Oar stock

of cards is large and presents a variety

In styles and prices so as to please all.

Please send us a trial order and be coa-

1816 Four Designs, very floe gilt edge, ilea

1184 Embossed Designs, alie US » cents.

Hie ixt , . . ittoonu.

1181 Embossed, extra flne, slseQfzBjf,. . »J cents,

128T Birds and Landscape, slseSxOif . . . . tt cents.

12SM Birds and Landscape, slteBxiK ID oenls,

1386 Flowera and Landscape, slie SHxAK. tl cents.

1283 Birds and Landscape, Use SJixBK, . . .n oenls.

DM Fine Boenery, ilseBJixSH Uosali

Uesali
indioepe ana Birds, Has sxfX, . . .M seals,

Other Helps.—We are prepared to furnish

Bible Dictionaries, Commentaries, Maps, and

Bibles of every description. Always write as

before ordering elsewhere.

When ordering cards be sire to give nam-

ber aid price as well at tbe aame, to that tbers

may be as mistake,

BiitBvu Fnunma Hatjfi,

Usui Korri", III
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 1

DISTRICT A1KBTIN0S.

LOVE FEASTS.

JUNIATA COLLEGE.

The twenty-eecoad year of Juniata
College opens Sept. 18, 1897, with in-

creased facilities for doing- thorough,

practical work.

The Faculty is composed of nineteen

Instructors and Lecturers.

The Bible Department, the oldest

the Brotherhood, will be enriched by
uew instruction and courses of study.

The newly-revised Classical Course
offers full collegiate training under
hnrch influence and under the direc-

tion of competent professors.

The Normal English, Seminary, Mu-
. and Business Courses present excel-

lent advantages to students in these

departments.

Write for the new catalogue and a

sample copy of the Juniata Echo; both
will be sent free. Address:

Juniata College, Huntingdon, Pa.

One Fare, plus $2, for the
Round Trip

!

Visit Central North Dakota

!

Inspect the Harvest

!

Secure a Home!

DOS PALGS COLONY BS.
1

HOMESEEKERS'

EXCURSIONS
Red River Valley, Devils Lake, and

Turtle Mountain Regions
in North Dakota,

August 17, September 1 & 21,

From Chicago, Kansas Cily, St. Joseph
and Ucs Moines to points on

Great Northern Railway

In Northern Minnesota and North Dakota, i

eluding Mayville, Crary, Devils Lake,
Grand Harbor, Churchs Kerry,

Leeds, Cando, Bisbee, Rol-

la, and intermediate

...HOMESEEKERS'...

EXCURSIONS
August 3 and 17.
September 7 and 21

Northern Pacific Railway

O. W. MOTT,
Emigration Agent, N. F. R'y Co

ST. PAUL, MINN.WM. H. PHIPPS,

FROM DARKNESS

'

...FREE FOR HAY FEVER.
CATARRH, ASTHMA AND HEADACHE.

plus*

One Fare for the
Kouml Trip

:.oo; tickets good for 21 days from date

, and good for return any time within
This will enable parties to visit the

1 Brethren settlements in North Dakota

e who wish to go on any of these excur-
iles can get further particulars by ad-

g
MAX BASS,

Gen, Im. Agont.
.Clark St. Chicago, 111,

Doctrinal Outlines

growing in favor wh
of 77 closely-printed pages that i

The

Sunday school workers and
>ntaining outlines on the following:
I, Doctrinal, Missionary, Secret Soci-
ntletics, Revivals, The Sunday School

It is highly prized in Smyrna. (See page 41
of Messenger.) Order soon, as the number
on hand is limited. Price, paper cover 15
cents; cloth, 25 cents, prepaid.

Brbthhen Publishing House,
Mt. Morris, 111,

The Holy Qhost and the Holy Angels.

This excellent work, by Eld. Daniel Vani-
man, treats the nature, office and work of the
Holy Ghost in a manner that will prove most
interesting and instructive reading. No one
can read this part of the little book without
being greatly benefited.

The chapter on angels is exceedingly inter

esting, and will give most of our readers mor.
information concerning the celestial messen
gers than they are likely to gather from
any other source within their reach. The

member in the church who ought ni

read this little book, and especially ought the
preachers to read it, and recommend it to t

people.

:e, 25 cents, or $2.40 a dozen, postagi
5S paid by us. When ordering by the

, give your express office, as well as your
post-office. The cash should accompany all

irders. Address this office.

JUNIATA BIBLE LECTURES

On the Book of Ruth and the first Chapte
of John's Gospel.

REPORT

ANNUAL MEETING

!

The last Annual Meeting beino-

exceedingly interesting, by reason
of the many important topics dis-

cussed, all our members should
have a copy of the Report. Send
your order to-day ! Price, 25 cts.

per copy, or $2.50 per dozen.

Address this office.

The Old Testament as Related to

the New Testament and

Christ in Both.

i lu tie College OhapeJ

* thought, by nmuy

BUCK SILK WATCH CHAHS "

Windsor
European Hotel,

TRIBUNE BLOCK,
4S to 153 Dearborn St. S. Gregstbn, Prop,

CHICAGO, ILL.

pectftble House o( its class lu the City. The

bum to 11.60. Thompion'B Restaurant under-
etta, i' ii m .oiii»h FMienger Elevator.

WONDERFUL S£r.rS£I2E£EE:

A goodly portion la finely lit

ovory family.

'
> M. /,. Mm,,, Hotli book",

Cap Goods.

Ml'v Vl'l"- \l
',''.'' "

|

;'
t" 1 '".' 1 " S l" '-Hi<- i IT, II r, u'll, fully'

Do You Want Fine Stock?

tySeud for our prices on printed matter of
any kind, We guarantee satisfaction In price
and quality. Write nil

Plattsburg College.

nebraska

farms:
LANDS,S
Bcnger Agent,

A. M.T. Mill

Pickrell. Nebr.

S. EnsTi9, General Pa9-
3. B. *, Q. R. R.. OhiOigo

r, General Immigration Agt.

"We call special attention to onr unsur-

passed facilities in procuring for our readers

say book published, at especially low prices.

la ordering books always (Ire title of book,

Wtboi aid publisher.
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On the banks of the river Nile, about fifty miles

south of Cairo, some very important discoveries

have been made. A cluster of tombs have been

found, supposed to date over five thousand years

ago, or hundreds of years beyond the time of Abra-
ham. These tombs were the burying places of dis-

tinguished princes, and contain bones but no mum-
mies. In one of the tombs were found images of a

great prince and his wife. These images, made of

well-preserved wood, give clear evidence of consid-

erable advancement in the art of engraving, and if

they were designed to show the build and appear-

ance of those represented they indicate a very high

order of intelligence and development. The por-

trait of the prince is very striking, and impresses

one with the thought that he must have been a man
of culture. From this we may learn that even be-

fore the time of Abraham Egypt was peopled by an

intelligent class of men and women. There is noth-

ing here to indicate that our early ancestors were
any closer related to the animal than we are. As
far back as we can trace man, he is found to be an

intelligent being, acquainted with some of the arts,

and having some knowledge of literature.

During the recent Trans-Mississippi Congress,

held at Salt Lake, Daniel H. Solomon presented
new method of controlling the Mississippi River, 1

as to prevent such destructive floods as have bei

experienced in the past. Into this stream fourteen

other rivers empty their waters, and thus is formed
the great Father of Waters that flows into the Gulf.

The annual overflow of all these streams has
caused disastrous floods that have resulted in the

loss of many lives, as well as in a vast amount of

property. The attempt to confine the waters to a

restricted channel, by means of strong embankments,
has not proven a success. Mr. Solomon proposes
that all the States, through which these fourteen riv-

ers flow, be required to construct

voir3, into which the flood waters may be turned, or

forced, by means of hydraulic works, and there held,

It is also suggested that the water thus held in check
might be utilized for irrigation purposes. Could
this be done, the problem of destructive floods would
be solved. We greatly doubt the feasibility of the

plan, as it would n quire whole Counties to hold the

immense bodies of water with which the States

would have to deal. There is probably a far better

plan, and that is to do away with all embankments,
elevate the cities and farm buildings, and then let

the floods have free scope. The waters would then

soon escape to the Gulf, and the overflow would

greatly enrich the land from year to year. The ten-

dency of this method would be to deepen the chan-

nel of the stream, and thus render floods less fre-

quent. It would not cost as much to elevate the

towns and farm buildings as it does to form and

keep up the embankments. It is sometimes better

to let nature have her way, Especially is this true

of a great flood.

Mr Booth Tucker, of the Salvation Army, has

in hand a colonization scheme, which, should it

prove successful, will do much in the way of better-

ing the condition of thousands of the unemployed

in our great cities. His plan is to purchase large

tracts of cheap lands in the better parts of the West

and South, and locate families from these cities, in

a way that will permit them to make their own liv-

ing. The land is to be laid off in tracts of ten

acres, each tract containing a house and the neces-

sary buildings, and each family will be required to

purchase one of these tracts on easy terms, so that

it can be paid for in the course of a few years. A
practical man is to oversee each community, and

direct, or rather instruct, the people in the art of

farming, until they learn how to handle the land to

the best advantage. All the farming is to be done

on the intense plan and for this reason it is

thought that ten acres, carefully handled, will sup-

port a family. From the start, the families are to

receive all needed assistance, which is to continue

until they can make their own living. It is the in-

tention of Mr. Booth to select the more industrious

families, so as to demonstrate the practicability of

the scheme, and give the people confidence in the

undertaking. As soon as the plan is decided upon,

efforts will be made to raise the money needed for

the purpose,

From the present indications, the rush to the

gold-fields in Alaska is certain to result in the

death of thousands of men who are trying to reach

the place. Already one vessel has been caught in

an arctic storm, and gone to the bottom with the

several hundred miners that were on board. It is

now reported that a winter of unusual seventy, for

so early, has already set in, and that it has caught

thousands of men in the mountain passes, on their

way to Klondike, and that most of them will doubt-

less perish. Their clothing is not what they

should have for such a cold climate, and the food

supply is short. The details, so far as heard, indi-

cate that the suffering among these men is terrible.

At the foot of one of the mountain-passes, tons of

food supplies may be found piled up, there not be

ing enough mules and Indians to carry it, while th>

excited seekers after gold have rushed on, only

half-supplied with clothing and food. Th<

the ones that have been caught by the unexpected

cold wave. Many of the miners are selling their

supplies, and returning home. The old, expert

enced miners will not run any risk, while thousands

of the unexperienced are rushing on to death, and
will end their lives in an uninhabited region where
their fallen bodies must remain unburied, never to

be found or cared for by their friends. If men
us to reach the New Jerusalem, whose

streets are paved with gold, as they are to get to

the gold-fields of Alaska, we would not have half

igh room, in the present houses of worship, to

date them,

New Mexico there is said to be a huge rock,

n hundred feet high, and containing on the top

about sixteen acres. This rock rises up out of the

desert, and is perpendicular on all sides, so that no

has ever been able to scale it, It is known as

the Knchanted Mesa, and many legends have exist-

oncerning it. In centuries far remote, so an old

legend runs, the top of this great rock was the abode

of the ancestors of a race of people who once lived

in this country, and its summit was reached by

a natural stairway that does not now exist. A short

time ago Prof. Libby, of Princeton, determined to

reach the top of the Mesa and explore it. One end

of a long rope was fastened to a cannon ball, and

the ball was then shot across the huge rock. With

this rope, a strong steel wire, with pulley attached,

was drawn over and secured, so as to leave the pul-

ley at the top. By means of a rope over this pulley,

and an engine, the Professor and some others, one

at a time, in a roughly-constructed board chair, were

drawn to the top of the Mesa, where they spent the

day exploring a small section of country, probably

never before visited by man. They found nothing

to indicate that the place had ever been inhabited.

This puts an end to not a few romantic myths, and

the old inhabitants will now have to find other sto-

ries to narrate. There is nothing like truth to drive

away the myths that fill the minds of a superstitious

people.

It costs something to sustain the Pope of Rome
in luxury, for that is the way he lives, The Vatican

at Rome is for his special accommodation, and to

keep this up in a style, equal to the palaces of the

kings and emperors, is a very costly piece of busi-

ness, but it must be done. Heretofore Peter's pence

has been sufficient to meet expenses, but there is

such a falling off in this source of revenue that it

now begins to Look a little serious. The chief

contributor to this fund has been France, but the

ardor for the Roman Catholic church,, among the

aristocratic donors in this Republic, is cooling off

and the money does not flow into the coffers,

as heretofore. From America the revenue is

on the increase, but this is not sufficient to make

good the falling off in France. Not a few have

come to the conclusion that Peter's pence is being

used for speculation, and hence are refusing to con-

tribute as liberally as in the years gone by. Proba-

bly about the best thing the Catholics could do, at

this time, would be to conclude that they can live

without the luxury of a pope. There was no pope

in the time of the apostles, and there is no necessity

of one now. If it is maintained that Peter was the

pope, all we have to say is, that we do not object to

popes of that kind. Peter went about preaching

the Gospel and doing good in other ways. He did

not try to live in royal style like the kings and em-

perors of earth.

The Protestant population of the United States

is said to be about 49,600,000, while the Catholic

population is 7,362,000, or a little less than one-sev-

enth. The Protestant membership is 14,200,000,

and the Catholic, 6,257,000.
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THE PREACHER'S VACATION.

The old man went to meeting: for the day was bright and fair,

Tho" his step was slow and tottering, and 'twas hard to travel

there:

But he hungered for the Gospel, so he trudged the weary way,

On the road so rough and dusty, 'neath the sun's hot summer

ray.

By and by he reached the building, to his soul a holy place,

Then he paused and wiped the sweat drops, from off his wrin-

kled face,

But he looked around bewildered, for the old bell did not toll.

And the doors were shut and bolted, and he d*d not see a soul.

So he leaned upon his pilgrim staff, and said, " What does it

mean?"
And he looked this and that way, till it seemed to him a

dream,

He had walked the dusty highway, and he breathed a heavy

sigh,
idlL.

Just to go once more to meeting, ere the summc

Soon he raw a little notice, tacked upon the churchhouse door,

So be limped along to read it, and he read it o'er and o'er,

Then he wiped his dusty glasses, and he read it o'er again,

Till his lips began to tremble, and his eyes were full of pain.

As the old man read the notice, how it made his spirit burn:—

" Pastor absent on vacation. Church is closed till his return"

Then he staggered slowly backward, and sat him down to

think,

For his soul was stirred within him, till he thought his heart

would sink.

So he moved along and wondered; to himself soliloquized,

—

"
I have lived till almost eighty, and was never so surprised,

As I read that oddest notice, stuck on the meetin'house door:

1 Pastor on vacation '—never heard the like before.

" Why, when I first joined the meetin', very many years ago,

Preachers traveled on the circuit, in the heat and through the

If they got clothes and victuals ('twas but little cash they got),

They said nothing 'bout vacation, but were happy in their lot.

" Would the farmer leave his cattle, or the shepherd leave his

Who would give thera care or shelter, or piovide them food to

lambs.

" Did St. Paul get such a notion? Did a Wesley or a Knox?

Did they in the heat of summer, turn from their needy flocks?

Did they shut up their meetin'- just go and lounge about?

Why, surely, then, if thus they did, Satan would raise a shout,

" Do the heavens close their doors, just to take a little rest?

Why, 'twould be the height of nonsense, for their trade would

Did you ever know it to happen, or hear anybody tell,

Satan absent on vacation, and closed the doors of hell?

"And shall pieachers of the Gospel pack their trunks and go

Leaving saints and dying sinners to get along as best they

may?
Are the souls of saints and sinners valued less than selling

Or do preachers tire quicker, than the rest of mortals here?

" Why it is, I cannot answer, but my feelings tbey are stirred;

Here I've dragged my totter'n footsteps, to hear the Gospel

But the preacher is a travelin", and the meetin'-house is closed,

I confess it's very trying—hard, indeed, to keep composed.

"Tell me, when I tread the valley, and go up the shining

Will I hear no angel singing—will I see no gleaming light?

Will the golden harps be silent? Will I meet no welcome
there?

"Tell me, when I reach the city, over on the other shore,

Will 1 find a little notice, tacked upon the golden door,

Telling me, 'mid dreadful silence, writ in words that cut

'Jesus absent on vacation—heaven closed till bis return'?

Oakdale, N. J.

CONDUCTING COUNCIL-MEET1NQS.

BY H. C. EARLY.

" In what way can we conduct our council-meetings so as to

make them more interesting, more instructive, and more prof-

itable to the church, as well as to the members? "

Trb management of our council-meetings is in

the hands of the elders. They are, therefore, the

THE OOSIFIEIj MIESSIEIISrG-rEIR,,

most important factor in a council. That our coun-

cil-meetings may improve, in points of interest, in-

struction and profit, our elders must improve in

point of administrative ability.

In the first place, let the council be opened ac-

cording to announcement, and let the elder have

the business for the meeting well in hand and in

proper shape. Let the shaping of business be em-

phasized with weight. Much depends upon it.

This, at times, with the question as to whether a

atter is ready for open council, calls for the offi-

al council as a preparatory step simply, but this

to be carefully guarded, lest it be carried too far.

Then let the business be clearly stated before the

meeting. Special study should be made to present

the business in language simple and clear, so that

all present can understand it. It is the rarest abili-

ty to be able to make a satisfactory public stale

nt of questions. It is not the much talking in

stating a matter, but the right thing, in the right

fords, at the right place in the subject. Our coun-

ils lack as much or more, perhaps, in this respect,

f being what they ought to be, than in any other.

To understand clearly insures interest and profit.

Let it be distinctly understood that it is the privi-

lege of any member present to call for repeated ex-

planations if he does not understand.

After the question is fairly before the meeting,

let the discussion be general. All the members

present have the right to participate, and the pre-

siding officer should make a special effort to en-

courage this. By no means should the preachers

do all the talking, but let the discussion be strictly

the point at issue. Cut out personal experien-

; that bear only a remote or, at most, an imagin-

ary relation to the point. The ability to discrimi-

nate between what does and what does not belong

to a question is to be cultivated by the elders, and

they must not be too modest to call a speaker's at-

tention to the fact when he misses the ques

tion, and get him either on his question or his seat.

Do this kindly, and it will not hurt anybody, but,

on the other hand, it will do much good. Forbid

absolutely undertone discussion around the table

or elsewhere in the congregation.

Discussion of a question at too great length is

not best. It protracts the meeting, and, instead of

clearing, it confuses the common mind. Of course,

there can be no inflexible rule here. The judgment

of the meeting, the presiding officer chiefly, must

set the bounds. Guard carefully against one or

two monopolizing all the time tor discussion, It

may, under some circumstances, become the duty

of the presiding officer to direct the discussion in

some measure, so that the real merits of the ques-

tion be brought before the meeting.

Let all business be disposed of fairly, impartially.

"Judgment, mercy, and truth" should be the rule.

This will put the meeting on a basis where men are

not " known after the flesh." All parties most in-

terested should have all reasonable opportunity to

be heard If, after a question is passed, reconsid-

eration seems proper, let it come only in the " regu-

lar way."

Discourage most stringently the formation of

" cliques " and " monopolies," " the partisan spirit,"

in what might be called tender cases. Party lines

in church are set against fairness in transacting

business, which kills the meeting at once. A coun-

cil operating in the name of God must be above

selfishness, prejudices, etc. No line should exist be-

tween the old and the young, except filial devotion

on the one hand and parental care on the other.

Let the presiding officer be careful not to locate

himself on a question in introducing it. Too many
members can not exercise judgment after they

know where the elder stands. It is his privilege, of

course, to engage in the discussion of any question

before the council, but he should be above taking

this advantage of others' weakness, and thus color

the entire proceeding with his own private opinion.

Some attention must be paid to systematic ruling,

or parliamentary usage. It is said, " Method is the

hinge of business." The advantage of this is that

it directs' the attention of the meeting to the point

at lisuc in a systematic way, to the exclusion of
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other things, and at the same time it is, of itself, a

source of useful discipline, but it must not be car-

ried too far. Rules chipped too fine, take the re-

ligious spirit out of our councils. It must be re-

tembered that, while :ils business

meetings, they are in a higher sense, religious meet-

ings. Our Annual Meeting has taken a very fair po-

sition on parliamentary law, and it does seem that

it is not asking too much to expect our local coun-

cils to be parliamentary to about the same extent,

If the matter be properly prepared, and becom-

ing method be maintained in disposing of it, much
business can be done in an hour or two. Councils

ought not to be so long that all become tired and

wish for the closing hour. On the other hand, it is

a shame that members should leave for home be-

fore the council closes, except by actual necessity.

Some classes of church work are best done by

committees, and, in this way, work is greatly facili-

tated. Of course, all committee work should be

subject to the approval of the church.

Above all else the spirit of Christ should pre-

vail,— be supreme. The spirit that looks to the

real interests of the kingdom of God, and the sal-

vation of souls, the spirit that accepts the Father-

hood of God, and the Brotherhood of man, will go

far toward adding the things that our councils lack,

and will take from us our selfishness, and envy-

ings. and strife,—things we do not need. The love

of God, passing knowledge, brotherly kindness,

" peace on earth and good will toward men," abide

with us! May it be even so!

Montevideo^ Va.

HOW TO MAKB OUR COUNCIL-MEETINQS HELPFUL.

BY J. B. BRUMBAUGH.

i. The first thing that has to do with the interest

of a council- meeting is the announcement. If an

announcement of a council-meeting is made in an

indifferent manner, the membership is likely to be

indifferent to it. If, however, special attention is

called to the meeting, that the business before it

will concern every member, young and old, and

that the presence of every one is wanted and

needed, it will have much to do with awakening

an interest on the part of the membership, and in

bringing them to the meeting.

2. Promptness in opening the meeting at the ap-

pointed time, will contribute to its interest. We
are liable to lose interest in anything long delayed.

The official in charge is especially responsible for

tardiness in opening the meeting. He should be

there at the appointed time, and should open the

meeting, although many of the members are yet

absent. If such a course were pursued, it would

bring about promptness on the part of the member-

ship. "We must hurry up," said a brother to his

family, in the morning of council day, " for brother

H will commence right on time, and if we are not

there, we will hear from him." If the members

know assuredly that the meeting will be opened on

time, and that they are expected to be there, they

are very likely to get there. We have thought that

a record of the membership, and a roll-call at the

opening of council-meetings might bring about a

larger attendance, especially if the elder were to

see the absent ones afterwards, and inquire as to

the cause of absence. It would certainly add very

much to the interest and utility of our council-

meetings, to have all the members present, There

is no reason why this should not be, except for

some very special business matter, or in case of sick-

3. The interest and profitableness of a council-

meeting is promoted by the manner in which it is

conducted. The business of the meeting should be

presented promptly and orderly. The elder in

charge should have some knowledge of the rules

for governing public assemblies. I do not mean

that, in our ordinary council-meetings, we should

be strictly parliamentary in all cases. There is a

stiffness about it that I do not like so well, but

there are general rules for the governing of pubh*

assemblies, that should be observed, and every eld-
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er should acquaint himself with them. Then, too,

the business of the meeting should be known by

the official board, and should be brought before the

meeting at once. I have been in councils when

there was a long delay, because no one seemed to

know what the business of the meeting was, or who

was to present it. All this should be avoided.

Then, too, I have known those around the tab'e

to have a little council of their own, which is not

proper when a meeting is once declared open for

business. Then, only one should speak at a time,

and so as to be heard by all. I have heard breth-

ren, and sisters, too, speak in council in a tone

much louder than needed to be heard by all. This

is not interesting, instructive, or edifying. When
the heart is devoid of selfishness, and full of love,

our manner, our words, and our tone of voice will

be pleasant.

4, To make councils interesting and helpful, all

irrelevant matter should be excluded. In many
churches there are those who may be denominat-

ed self-appointed watch men and watch-women.

They seem to think their mission is to watch over

others; they have very decided views of things, are

very close observers, and see many things which

they regard as trespasses, and, in many instances,

without following the Gospel rule, bring their griev-

ances to the church. This makes an interesting

council for them, but very uninteresting and annoy-

ing to many others. The less business brought up in

this spirit the better. This straining at-a-gnatand-

swallowing-a-camel disposition, has destroyed the

interest, efficiency and helpfulness of many a coun-

cil-meeting. I do not mean by this that the church

should be indifferent to disorderly conduct, on the

part of her membership, but when members are

brought before the church, it should be done with

a deep sense of duty,—with a Christlike love for

the erring ones, and with a desire that the honor

and dignity of the church may be sustained.

Lastly, council-meetings could be made more in-

teresting and helpful if a part of the session were

spent in counseling together, as to the best method
of promoting the interests of the church. Some
time ago I arrived at the home of a brother, just as

he and his family were coming home from council-

meeting. After ,we were in the house, two of his

daughters, young in years, told me of what an in-

teresting meeting they had. In that meeting they

had talked about organizing a Sunday school at a

new point, and Eld. had asked them wheth-

er they would help. They had also decided to do

more for the mission work at home and abroad. In

short, I found that a good part of that meeting had

been taken up in discussing methods of church

work. This will always prove interesting to every

live member of the church.

Then, too, advice given to the membership in a

loving spirit, as to conduct and life, will be inter-

esting and helpful. The great thing in a council is

to keep the spirit right.

Finally, the very best thing I can think of to

make our councils more helpful, is secret commun-
ion with God. If our people will go to their clos-

ets before going to the councils, I believe the busi-

ness will be very much less, and the standard of

them very much higher.

Huntingdon, Pa.

GOOD COUNCIL-MEETINGS.

How may they be conducted so as to have the

best results growing out of them? Let every

member feel as if he or she were a factor in the

church, and, therefore, must be present at each of

her councils. I was present, once, at a place in

which the members, both young and old, said, " We
cannot afford to be absent from the council-meet-

ings." On further noticing, I found that the elder

was very fatherly in his demeanor toward the mem-
bers, and his kindness was received with joy, and

also fully returned on the part of the sheep of his

flock. Each one seemed to feel as if the success of

the meeting were all depending upon him, and yet

they seemed to feel as though the other members
were all their superiors. They always had some
good, lively topic to develop, such as, " What is

the church to me, and what am I to the church?"
Or, they would talk about some subject, that would
call out the relation that each member sustains to

the church, and its work.

I Cor. 12: 27 says, " Now ye are the body of

Christ, and members in particular." Each brother
or sister is a member of that body, but not the body.
Then, in the business part of our council-meetings,

each member should regard the body as being su-

perior to the individual member.
As we must have a moderator, whose duty it be-

comes to take the oversight of the business of the

meeting, it next becomes the duty of each member
to duly respect the presiding officer. Always call

the attention of the moderator, and have his con-

sent, before attempting to speak on the merits of

any question before the council. If you cannot
have your ideas of things to prevail, always submit
to the body, after expressing your views, and if you
have the right of it, you may be able to show it to

others in time, later on.

Take a class in music, for instance. Each singer

tries to make his voice accord with the leader, and,

in this way, we have harmony. So in our council-

meetings, each member should do all in his or her

power, to have harmony, God's Word being the ba-

Phil. 3: 16 says, " Nevertheless, whereto we have

already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let

us mind the same thing." Every one must keep in

view the fact, that we have a common interest in

our councils, and, therefore, see what we can do to

best promote the interests of the Lord's cause.

We have the apostle saying to the members:
" Obey them that have the rule over you," etc.

Heb, 13: 17. If the elder rules wrong, there is a

way to correct that,—Christ is the head of the

body. Col. 1: 18. His ruling shall be supreme

over all. Let love be the ruling power!

McPherson, /Cans.

COUNCIL-MEETINGS.

1. I would suggest that they begin on time. If

only two or three are present, begin. The Lord

has promised to be one in the midst of even so

small a number. The late comers will try to be

more punctual next time. If once you begin a

habit of waiting, the fault grows upon both the au-

dience and the leaders of the meeting. Waiting for

the tardy comers is unfair to those who are in their

places in time. By beginning early, you will be

able to conclude early. Business of any kind ad-

justs itself more easily and more agreeably to those

who are fresh and strong, than it does to the wear-

ied and worn.

2. Follow the opening exercises by a short and

well-prepared address or exhortation on the line of

work before the meeting. It is a wise plan to select

some one beforehand, who will then be able to

make the address both entertaining and profitable.

It ought not to be the same old story, hashed over

and worn thread-bare. Above all, do not wait un-

til you are ready for the address, and then ask if

any one has anything to sayl Sometimes respon-

ses are received that are not edifying or beneficial

to the audience or speaker.

3. All business should be done promptly. Avoid

wearisome drags. There are times when due de-

liberation and consideration should be used. Do

so then. Again, there are times when much valua-

ble time is wasted by simply dragging along and

getting nothing done. I have attended many inter-

esting council meetings that began at 9 A. M., and

closed no later than I P. M. It is not a good plan

to let the meeting drag so slowly that wearied and

nervous individuals feel as if they wanted to take

hold of the business a while, to hurry it along.

4. Let the officials nip in the bud evil signs and

tendencies towards a departure from the well-es-

tablished principles and rules of the church. When

signs of a worldly growth are seen cropping out,

let the officials counsel together as to who would
be best to send to the wayward one, in order to win
him back again. This would prevent contagion,
be more likely to win, and cause less general gossip
and criticism than it will if the evil is permitted to

have its own way until it forces itself upon the

council. Let only public or gross offenses come
before the general council. In case the guilty one
proves obstinate, or continues to repeat the offense,

then let him be brought before the church. Obser-
vation proves that in most cases, where these seem-
ingly " little foxes that spoil the vines " are per-

mitted to continue their dangerous practices, the

evil grows so great that, for fear of too serious re-

sults to the vioes in general, the " foxes " are per-

mitted to go on their way. The result tells later

5. Bring up the flock " in the nurture and admo-
nition of the Lord." Let all exhortations and ad-

vice be given in a kind and fatherly tone. We say

tone, for, in some instances, tones are used that are

sharp, harsh, repellent, instead of soothing and
pleading. Restrain evil-doers and weaker ones by
indoctrinating them more fully in Christian growth
and principles. There has been too much compul-
sory restraint in our homes, probably in our schools,

and in our churches. It avails naught scarcely.

Voluntary restraint, gained through a knowledge of

the necessity thereof, is a far better thing. Com-
pulsory restraint only lasts for the time being.

When one imagines he sees finer and more delight-

ful pasture on the other side of the fence, and all that

keeps him from breaking over and partaking of it,

is the watchful eye of some one who, he feels, is

ready to tell on him, he will very likely break over

when he thinks he is safe from such observation or

report. This is a sorry plight to be in. Every in-

dividual member should be so thoroughly instruct-

ed in our well-known principles and church rules,

that he will do right under any circumstances, and
will have no desire to do otherwise. If this instruc-

tion is not given in the homes where it should first

be taught, let it be given in our church councils.

Questions from the younger members might be

handed in and discussed by any one who felt so

disposed. Nothing will be lost by permitting the

young to engage in work of this kind. The ideal

home is found where the father and mother hold

conversations with their children, with a due recog-

nition that they possess human intelligence as well

as themselves. So, too, will you find an ideal church

where there is no dividing-line between the young
and the old. Let us try to gain more and more

spiritually, and then breathe it into our younger

members. Then there will be less faultfinding,

and fewer reproofs needed. This would help to

make our council- meetings a delightful place to go.

6. I come now to a somewhat delicate point, and

yet it has much to do in making our councils pleas-

ant, or the opposite. It is thisi Let our housekeep-

ers and elders themselves be examples of perfec-

tion and consistency in their daily lives. Failure

in this line has much to do with discord in the

church. Again; while they themselves walk blame-

lessly before the Lord, sometimes their good exam-

ple is almost lost sight of by the conduct of their

own children, especially if they are members.

Sometimes we see wayward children, in a house-

keeper's family, about as indifferent to the rules of

the church, as they can well be. It is hard for such

an elder to have control over others, or try to lead

others aright. The wayward ones are ready to cry,

" Better look after your own children first." It is

true that this should not be an excuse for any one,

but it too often is,

I trust that my ideas and thoughts on this subject

may at least be the means of bringing about some

plans by which our council-meetings may be made

more helpful.

Boyd, Ohio.
^

" The very word humanity," says Max Muller,

" dates from Christianity," No such idea, and

therefore no such term, was found among men be-

fore Christ,



PLEASANT COUNCIL-rtlEETIN'iS.

I suggest the following as a way to make our

council-meetings pleasant, interesting, instructive,

and profitable,

i. The elder or housekeeper in charge, should,

when he makes the announcement of the day and

hour for council-meeting, make it a point to encour-

age and invite all the members, old and young,

male and female, to be present, and to be prompt

to the hour of meeting.

2. After the opening of the meeting, and before

the business of the meeting is taken up, the elder in

charge should again encourage, invite, and insist in

a feeling manner, that all the members should take

an active part in the deliberations and work before

the meeting. This should be so impressed upon

the minds of the members, tint all the members

could feel and realize that their help and assistance

is wanted in the work and labor of the church. All

members should feel that each one is individually

responsib'e for the labor of that day's work.

3. All matters coming before the church should

be stated and presented in as plain and simple a

manner as possible. There should be no under-

tone conversation by the members, and especially

not behind the table, while the meeting is in ses-

4. The elder in charge should show no partiality

in his ruling.

5. Members should be slow in offering motions

or amendments, as untimely motions or amend-

ments frequently inteifere with the progress of the

meeting.

6. Controversy s should be avoided as much as

possible. AU matters should be decided in har-

mony with the spirit of the Gospel. "Whatsoever

ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven."

Matt. 18: 18.

Franklin Grove, III

ADMITTED TO BE VALID.

A short time ago we published the excuse of-

fered by the editor r>f the Ch*i<tian Standard, for

recognizing trine immersion as valid. The weak-

ness of his reasoning is seen by some of his own
member?, and one of them replies to him in this

way. We call special attenticn to the closing lines:

In the Christian Standard of July 10, page 17, in referring to

the controversy on trine immersiot), ibe editor of the Stand-

ard says he is speaking for himself, and confident ibat in this

he would correctly represent the brethren now gone to their re-

ward (referring to Bros. Franklin and Isaac Errett). The
editor would say that it is not the trine immersion which be

Considers valid, but the one baptism which was effected in

the attempted trine baptism. We believe the attempt to bap-

tize three tunes has no warrant in the Scriptures. Then trine

immersionists ' all- mpt " to do something for which they have
no authority in the Scriptures, and incidentally perform an

immersion, acd our brethren would seize an incidental im-

mersion (which was not attempted at all, and only done in an
attempt to do something for which there is no warrant in the

Scriptures), and would declare it valid baptism, when the can-

didate, at ihe time of the performance of that baptism, would
not have recognized it as valid, but would have utterly re-

fused to accept of such baptism. We would like to ask if the

change in the man's idea about baptism could have a retro-

active effect, annulling two unwarranted acts, and transfer-

ring the name of the Father and the Holy Spirit to the other

act in the name of the Son.

In all our sermons on "Our Distinctive Plea," we have
urged that one baptism is universally admitted to be right,

—

hence urge all to accept it. But now here is a people who do
not admit our one baptism to be right, but claim three bap-
tisms, and we, in recognizing their members without re-

baptism, virtually admit that they have the only universally

admitted baptism. E. W. Haumon.
Shoals, hid.

SIX BIBLE PARADOXES.

A paradox is a statement which appears to be

self-contradictory, or contradictory to what would
naturally be supposed to be true. A careful exam-
ination may show, however, that the contradiction
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is only in form, and that the statement 1?, in the

highest sense, true.

The Bible is full of paradoxes. Jesus made fre-

quent use of this forcible means of presenting the

Truth, By its startling character the attention is

aroused, and when, upon reflection, the real truth

is apprehended, a more lasting impression is likely

to be made. Study the following examples and
search out more for yourself:

I. Life in Death.—" For whosoever will save his

life shall lose it; and whosoever will lose his

life for my sake shall find it." Matt. 6: 25 How
that strange contradiction must have startled the

hearers of Jesus, and are there not even to day,

many who have not learned that death is the con-

dition of life? That dying daily is the secret of

daily growth in Christ?

That would be a foolish farmer who would keep
his fifty bushels of wheat in his bin from year to

year, fearing to sow it lest it should decay in the

ground and he should lose it. So reasoned the

man who kept his talent carefully hid away, and

you know how these words of Jesus were verified

in his case. How many Christians are pursuing

the same foolish course! Sav'ng, you sha'l lose;

losing, for Christ's sake, you shall find.

II. Rest in Work — "Take my yoke upon
you and ye shatl find rest unto your souls."

Matt 11: 29.

Putting on a yoke in order to rest is not exactly

in accordance with the common notion, but it is the

divine idea nevertheless. The rest here referred to

is not the rest of inactivity; it is the rest of a tran-

quil mind, of a quiet conscience, of a peaceful soul.

Such rest comes not of idleness; its secret lies in

energetic work.

This principle holds good even in matters tern

poral. The idlers are the discontented ones It is

the street loafer who is continually cursing the

country, the government, and the times. So in the

church, the idlers are the grumblers. If you are

tired, go to work.

III. Riches in Poverty.—" Blessed be ye poor,

for yours is the kingdom of God." Luke 6: 20.

The poorest man in the world who is heir to the

kingdom of God, is richer than a Gould or Van
derbilt who is no^. Not that poverty is it itself a

virtue. Not that, because a man is poor, therefore

the kingdom of God is his. A poor man may be as

big a rascal as a rich one. But the truth at the

bottom of this text is that God does not measure a

man's wealth by the number of his farms, or the

market value of his stocks and bonds, " A man's

life consisteth not in the abundance of the things

which he possesseth," but rather in the abundance

of Christ like e'emen's of character which develop

in his soul.

IV. Strength in Weakness. — "When I am
weak, then am I strong." 2 Cor. 12: 10.

What a profound truth is hidden in this startling

contradiction! It is the presumptuous man, the

man who is conscious of his own superior strength,

the man who says, "I can take a drink when I

want to, and leave it alone when I want to," the man
who "can drive within a hair's breadth of the preci-

pice,"—these are the men who get caught in Sa-

tan's traps. " Let him that thinketh he standeth

take heed lest he fall."

The secret of strength lies in an overwhelming

sense of one's own weakness. That soul who must
pray, in fear and trembling, "Lead me not into

temptation," is best fortified when the temptation

come-. To the extent that we get emptied of self

and filled with God, are we really strong. "I can

do all things through Christ which strengthened

V. Exaltation in Self Abasement. — "Whoso-
ever will be chief among you, let him be your serv-

ant." Matt. 20: 27.

" No. Let him be your ruler. Let him show his

authority. Let him proclaim it far and wide, that

he is the one before w horn all the world should bow
down." Is not that the way we should have said

it? How different are God's thoughts from oursl

"He that humbleth himself shall be exalted."

Don't emphasize the "shall" too much when you

Aug. zi, 189;,

read that text. Many persons can resign them-
selves to some present humble station, in the pros-

pect of future exaltation, but how few rise to that
higher conception of service for our fellowmen,
even though it be of the humblest kind, as in itse'f

ennobling! How few learn that the very least
in

the kingdom of heaven is greater than John the

Baptist: that to be as little as possible is to be tru-

ly great,—as Bro. Beahm remarked, in a sermon at

Ottawa, "The way up is down."
VI. Jov in Sorrow.—"I am exceeding joyful in

all our tribulation." 2 Cor. 7: 4.

Have you solved that blessed mystery? Do you
know that the sweetest, deepest joy is born of grief

and agony? It is then that the soul clings close

to God and seeks comfort in that which alone can

afford real comfort. Affliction and trouble of

every kind may overwhelm the soul in grief, but if

the conscience is at ease, that same soul may be

filled with joy.

The man who can stand by the grave of one he

loved, and hear the cruel clods fall down on the

coffin-lid, with the remembrance that not one un-

kind word of his ever wounded the heart, now
rhillcd in death, has a joy which he would not give

for all the joys that ever thrilled his soul before,

McPhtrson, Katts.

A CRYING NEED OF OUR CHURCH.

SELECTED MAHLON MILLER,

One of the most pressing need;

day is more preaching services,

terial force of a congregation is it

work to be done, no reasonabh

word; but too often is there rea

plaint that the pulpit supply is at

are few and far between. The wa
built up nor the walls of Zion

cause too many of our preachers

there are three or four more
when they preach. The resull

of our church to-

When the minis-

tadequate for the

: man will say a

son for the com-

nple, but services

waste places are not

in strengthened, be-

:rs feel timid unless

seated around them
is the assembling of

too many ministers at one point, while other places

needing meeting just as badly, must wait two, four

or six weeks before being served.

When I first joined the Brethren church it was a

matter of great astonishment to me that my church

should possess buildings erected for the service of

the Lord, and yet not have their portals open even

onth for worship on his day. Reared in

the Methodist church, I was accustomed to seeing

every church building thrown wide open for ser-

vices twice a day on the Sabbath. The conviction

that this was right has ever remained with me, and

I do not hesitate to say that, in this particular, the

Brethren might do well to follow some other de-

nominations. Our church-doors are shut too much.

Some denominations have their building open day

and night, the year round, and yet ours would not

average one opening a week. The saloons, the

theaters, the gambling-dens, are open continual-

ly,—God's church opens for an hour occasionally.

Small wonder, is it, that the devil sometimes gets

the best of ill

Last summer, while going through what was once

the aristocratic part of Baltimore, but which is to-

day the heart of the business section of the town, I

passed an old edifice which, in the days of long

ago, had been the worshiping place of the town's

most distinguished citizens. But its glory had de-

parted and now, in a Jewish neighborhood, sur-

rounded by nothing but business houses and tene-

ments, it gave little evidence of any forn

ness. And yet, as I read the sign tacked

thought,—"Dear old church, your day ha

by; even yet the beacon burns." It v

elaborate sign, it simply read, " Church open always;

Come In, Rest and Pray."

Not much, but oh! what a wealth of meaning in

it. Down in the heart of the great city's business

life, with the clamor of impatient pedestrians and

profane drivers filling the air as they continually

surged by, the sacred building silently stood invit-

ing the wayfarer to enter, and, away from the strife

and confusion of the world, spend a few moments

1 front, I

i not gone

as not an
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in communion with his Maker. I went inside, and, righteousness? It is

standing with! 11 the sacred precincts of those walls, deed, it is quite a t

with the cease ess din on the outside subdued until carefully would mak
it was only a confused murmur, seemingly miles Sometimes we hea

away, there ca me to me that beautiful expression there will be trouble

of David, and I thought that this oasis in the des-

ert could fittingly be likened unto the "shadow of

a great rock in a weary land."

"Come In, Rest and Pray." Who can tell how
many heartsick souls, weary of heartaches and dis-

appointments, may have taken fresh courage for

the batile of life as they accepted that invitation.

I believe that the gruesome morgue would not so

often record on its books "suicide, unknown," did

the churches oftener write over their doors, "Come
In, Rest and Pray." How I should like to see the

day when our churches would be open always!

Perhaps that is impracticable, but I adhere to my
conviction that when the Sabbath bells call other

people to worship, the doors of our churches

should be open too: and when God's Word is pro-

claimed from other pulpits, our own should send

back an answering echo —Joseph J. Ellis, 1638 S.

Charles St., Baltimore, Md,

The following, from the Standard, we most

liea'tily endorse: " Many wives and mothe

through mistaken ideas of devotion, educate th

husbands and children in selfishness by wa ting up-

on them more than is necessary, and doing for

them what they could and should do foi

selves. The love that makes women drudf

slaves is not wise. It does not bi

those upon whom it is lavished,

for those who give it. The motht

ber that she is the queen of the he

beauty will be marred, and its enjoyment for all in

mates destroyed, unless her position is recognizee

and her rights respected. No one. in all the world

should be treated with such consideration and h'gh

bred courtesy as the wife and mother.

i rather

and

question,-

fighti

r of itself quite a full lesson.

it sa»d, if certain parties meet

Why is it thought so? Be-
t is known that there is enmity between
Two opposing forces about to meet, means

Is this true? O, yes, this is expected,

and we do n^t look for anything else.

Well, if this is so, and we say it is, would it not

be interesting to see us Christians, ministers, teach-

ers, and learners, meet some of the prevalent sins

that are walking about, cloven- footed and unhidden,
in our streets and along the by-ways everyday?
What do you think we would do? Would we, like

Paul, stand boldly in the way and cry out, Halt?
Or would we quietly creep into a fence corner, or,

like the tortoise, retire into our shells and lie still

until they pass by? The first would mean fighting,

the other would be peace. It would be letting sin

It is to be feared that Ihere is too much of the

g happiness to

)r gain respect

should remem-

ie, and that its

" Live in peace with yourself, wiih your relatives,

with your neighbors. Do all the gocd you can,

and expect no thanks, for this will save you from

disappointment."

3-THE * SUNDAY * SCHOOL«-

LESSON LiatlT-FLASHES.

Paul Opposed at Ephesus.—Acts 19: 21-34,

Lesson for August 2Q,

Ephesus, in Paul's time, was a flourishing city of

Asia, about one hour southwest of Smyrna, and

was noted as one of the centers of primitive Chris-

tianity. Here it was that John, the beloved disci-

ple had charge of a large and prosperous church.

The walls of the church in which he preached are

said to be standing yet,—so we were told as we
stood on the spot and viewed the ruins. Here it is

that our lesson is founded, and here the Apostle

Paul spent several years, laboring to plant the

standard of Christ.

The lesson is headed, "Paul Opposed." But

where was he not opposed? Opposition to this

man of God was no new or strange experience.

He met with it everywhere, because he was bat-

tling against sin. So it has been, and so it will be,

with every true worker for Christ. If it were not

so, there would be no need of fighting. The con-

test is still on, and sin stands arrayed against right-

eousness as it always did. That we may be able to

meet it and successfully wage war against it, we
want to look a little at its workings. Opposition

is the meeting, or coming in contact with, oppos-

ing forces. Forces of the same kind coalesce, but

those that are different antagonize. Righteousness

and sin are different forces, and therefore they an-

tagonize. Paul stood and lived as a representative

of righteousness, so that, whenever he came in con-

tact with sin, there was opposition and warfare.

Can this be said of us, as the representatives of

"let-alone" spirit

diers for Jesus. I:

devil are quietly

work of destructi

deceptive jingle ir

doors to the saloo

open, or flip back
marked victims g
pastures, but drunkard homes,

finally, perdition. So with th

and the

too many of the

>ur towns and citic

d peaceably carrying on their

1. The social glass makes its

o-called Christian homes. The
and drinking dens stand wide

id forth on easy hinges as the

in and out, not to find green

onvict cells and,

pool

the city. Paul would have been an honored pastor

f the church of Ephesus, instead of being driven

away because of his meddling in the silversmith's

business. What do you think of the plan? It

would have been very different from that pursued

by Paul, but in perfect harmony with some of our

modernized Christianity.

What is the lesson we are to teach and get from
this? That we are to stand up boldly against

every form of sin,—no matter where found. There
is too much of it, as the cry has come ringing

down through the ages, "Great is Diana of tr.e

To accomplish anything, in any line of work, it is

necessary to have a fixed purpose, and in order to

execute any fixed purpose to advantage, there

must be a system. This system should be in har-

mony with the general principles of the subject.

This is as true of Sunday school work as of any

other. To meet this demand, the religious world

has pretty generally adopted what is known as the

International Lessons. But do these lessons con-

s'itute the system needed by the Brethren? Let

dancing-halls and fashion bazaars. All stand up in

brazen effrontery, and, with enticing smiles and

words, invite their unsuspecting victims in. Where
are the opposing forces? What are our country

churches and Sunday schools doing? And are our

towns and cities given entirely over to sin and

idolatry? It would almost seem so. Too much
the lith

upplii

Lord.

Demetrius was a silversmith

people with idols, through which they worshiped

the goddess Diana. Had Paul said nothing against

idol worship, there would have been peace and qui-

et in Ephesus. These silversmiths did not care

for Diana or her worship, but the making of these

shrines was their business, and because Paul

preached against this kind of worship, he affected

their craft, their business, and bitter opposition

arose against him. These men were more con

cerned about making money, than they were for

the welfare of s

So it is with the forces of sin to day. Go to the

proprietors of dancing-halls, pool-rooms, saloons,

whiskey-selling hotels, houses of prostitution and

whom will you find? Mr. Demetrius in every one

of them. Not a single Christian in all this nefarious

business,— of course not, because Christianity would

drive the last one out of it.

To the burlesque of Christianity and great shame

of some so-called Christian churches, these De-

metriuses and families are invited to the Lord's Ta-

ble There, apparelled in cloths and silks, be-

decked with ring and wristlets, sparkling with dia-

monds, bought with money wrested from the pock-

ets of their poor, deceived and soul-ruined pat'ons,

they, in Satanic mockery, partake of the emblems

of the "crucified-to-save-souls" Redeemer. O,

what mockeryl And yet, because a pittance of this

ill-got'en money falls into the church treasury, the

crying sin is suffered. The leaders of such church

es are not representatives of Paul, but are the

dumb dogs whose mouths are muzzled with halters

in the hands of our modern Demetriuses. Why
did not Paul, while in Ephesus, exercise some of

the discretion recommended by some of our mod-

ern teachers? He might have gone to Demetrius

and entered into a league with him. He might

have said this: "If you will give my church one-

fifth of your shrine gains, I will continue to preach

about Jesus Christ, but will not say a word about

Diana, or anything that will militate against your

business."

Demetrius would have been only too glad for

such a bargain, and there would have been peace in

child to understand a sul

!'T should be logically pn

1. In order to get ,

ject, the subject ma
stntcd, with its connections. Sometimes the sub-

ject matter, outlined by the International Lessons,

is entirely inconsistent with the subject presented,

(See Lesson XII, First Quarter, 1897.)

2. A principle becomes associated with action, in

the child's mind, only by continued association with

the subject. The lessons usually have only one

lesson at a time on such leading points as temper-

ance, faith, baptism, etc., thus failing to fix the

subject in the child's mind.

3. The work should be developed topically, so

as to show the co-rclat on of the types and shadows

and prophecies of the Old Testament, with their

fulfillment in the New. The lessons utteily fail to

do this.

4. The International Lessons, as the name indi-

cates, are arranged to meet the wants of all Chris-

tendom; generally, the wants of the Brethren's Sun-

day schools are specific,

Why could we not arrange to follow up the sub-

jects to their logical conclusion? Take up the or-

; for ed be; thenquarter, or a ye

the self-denying principles, or the miss ; onary work,

etc, etc, taking the woik from either Old or New
Testament, as needs be, instead of taking each ex-

clusive of the other for a certain length of time.

As it is now arranged, there is too much of a gap

left between them; whereas both express the one

great will of God, the Old leading up to the New.

This work could easily be arranged by having a

committee of Brethren to serve for several years,

appointed by the General Confcence, and have

their expenses met by the sale of the literature.

We should endeavor to furnish our children with

as good a Christian Sunday school education as v/e

can possibly give them, so that, when they come to

take their places in the world and the church, they

will Ve thoroughly furnished unto every good work;

and the only way to do this is to have such a sys-

tem as will thoroughly present all the teachings of

the Gospel.

However, the system of the International Les-

sons should not be cast aside until we have some-

thing better. It is much better than no system,

but under no circumstances is a Brethren's Sunday

school justified in using anything but the Breth-

ren's literature. How can we expect to get the

desired results from literature, that, while it is not

just contrary to our teaching, at least ignores many

of our usages and doctrines?

Let us make the best possible use of what we

have, and strive for something better!

UttoHy Me,
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Course of Reading.
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BEAUTIFUL THINGS.

Bkautiful faces are those tbat wear,—
It matters little if dark or fair,—

Whole-souled honesty printed there.

Beautiful eyes are those that show,

Like crystal panes where heart-fires glov

Beautiful thoughts tbat burn below.

Beautiful lips are those whose words
Leap from the heart like songs of birds,

Vet whose utterance prudence girds,

Beautiful hands are those that do
Work that is earnest, and brave, and tru

Moment by moment, the long day throug

Beautiful feet are those that go

On kindly ministries to and fro,—

Down lowliest way, if God wills it so.

Beautiful shoulders are those that bear

Cease-less burdens of homely care

With patient grace and daily prayer.

Beautiful lives are those that bless—
Silei soft ippn

Wlioii: hidden fountains but few aygu

VACATION.

As we said, during vacation we have a little more
leisure, not to waste in idleness, but time to de-

vote to other things and in other channels. If we
would give, we must get. To every fountain there

must be a supply, and the man who expects to

give continually without replenishing, deceives

himself worse than those to whom he tries to give.

It is true, a great wealth of information lies open
around us, in the open book of nature, every day,

on which our eyes and ears may feast, but to enjoy

even this, we must have time to see, eat, di-

gest, and eliminate. We are glad for the unwrit-

ten Gospel, as it is printed on the mountains, hills,

woodlands, valleys, fields, trees and flowers.

But while we have it and are glad for it, like the

Written Word, we must read and study, that we
may get the interpretation of it, and make it part

of stored knowledge for future use,

Then, too, we are glad for the alternating sun-

shine and showers,—especially for the showers that

lift nature's resource from the soil and push it up
through leaf and stalk into the golden ears, at the

same time staying the hand of the toiler from his

daily routine, and giving him time to rest, as well

as receive and grow. The summer showers are ex-

ceedingly restful, because of the healthful associa-

tions they bring, making near, hopes long deferred.

Contrary to the prophecies of our weather exegetes,

July has been unexpectedly propitious to the grow-
ing crops, and if nothing serious yet befalls, an
abundant fall harvest will be gathered.

For the last three weeks the Pennsylvania Sum-
mer School has been in session in the Juniata Col-

lege buildings, with an attendance of one hundred
and seventy eight students and a large and efficient

faculty from the best schools and colleges of the

State. The students were teachers from the high-

er;grades of the schools of the State. The object

was twofold,— that of recreation, and study for ad-

vancement in the sciences and the art of teaching.

The class recitations and evening lectures were in-

teresting and profitable to all who had the pleas-

NOTES FROM THE CHICAGO MISSION.

It was our pleasure to have Eld. D. L. Miller

. us over last Lord's Day. His visits to us are

always helpful, though brief.

— Bro. J, Z. Gilbert, of Kansas, and Bro, S. A.
Long, of Ohio, who .are attending the University at

present, are frequent attendants of our church ser-

s; also Bro. Ira C. Snavely, of Kearney, Nebr.,

of the Bible Institute, Chicago, is one of our
number. We are always glad to have the brethren
and sisters identify themselves with the church,
when in the city. This is a means of strengthening
and building up the Lord's cause Sister Lizzie

Gilbert, of North Manchester, is also with us. She
is looking into the practical wctki-«gs of the mission.

—Our Bible reading, last evening, previous to our
regular church services, was on " Christian Purity,"

How we may become defiled, was one of the prac-
tical lessons suggested. This may be by simply
looking upon sin. At a recent religious meeting
here, the speaker cautioned the audience, com-

tire of attending them, and the "after-supper"

'ambles over the surrounding hills, shady nooks,

shelving rocks, and along the Juniata banks,

vere wonderful attractions to the lovers of nature

n its primitive condition.

Among those in attendance was a goodly rep-

resentation of the Quaker element, who expressed

themselves as having a very home-like feeling

while among us, because of the similarities exist-

ing between us on the principles of plainness in

dress and speech, non-resistance and an upright,

correct and social living. We are glad that in

so many ways they are like us and we are like

them, but in many other respects this can be said

of representatives of other churches, as well. Hi

gladly we would say as the Apostle Paul, "Not
almost, but altogether " as—we ought to bi

say, •* ought to be " because, while we are well up
in some of the Christian graces, in oth.

so low down that we would not like to as

our Christian friends to be what we are.

It will do us all good to have an

against our fellow-professors, that we may strike

comparisons and be able to see just where we are.

The great purpose of our religion should be to ac-

cept and do all the good and right, and leave un-

done all the bad.

Our church work at home and in our neighbor-

ing churches, is moving along quietly, and yet,

we hope, successfully. The harvest home meet-

ings are being held, which means that we want to

be mindful of the blessings and mercies so bounti-

fully given. An abundant wheat and hay harvest

has been gathered, and the late rains are bringing

forward the corn and other fall crops. The indi-

cations are now that the toiler of the soil will have
a full all-around crop, so that, with prospects of

advancing prices for the farm products, his hopes
will be realized, and there will be much to be
thankful for. Taking all these things into ac-

count, these meetings should be imbued with the

spirit of praise, and from every Christian heart

should go up thanksgivings to the Lord for his

wonderful goodness towards us in thus remembering
us in his great mercy.

And as these blessings come to us, we should not
forget that we are stewards, and that we must be
faithful in the use of that which has been entrusted

to our charge. Freely have we received, and freely

should we give. As our judgment and duty di

rect, so should we give. These are worthy ob-

jects, reaching out to us all around. The Lord is

making these calls that his needy children may be
fed, his kingdom enlarged, and that to the poor
the Gospel may be preached. As our supplies

me from the Lord, let us not be afraid to give,

he deals it out to us in proportion as we use it

to his glory. Trust the Lord and he will trust us.

Withhold from him and he will withhold from us.

Lord, increase our faith I h b. b,

Aug. 2i, 1897.

posed largely of young people, against this danger,
He remarked, "Many persons from the country,

coming to a large city, walk through streets of

'

deepest sin and vice out of simple curiosity, to see
what may be seen, and they never come out as

pure as when they went in." "Enter not into the

path of the wicked, and go not in the way of evil

men. Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and
pass away." Prov. 4: 14, 15.

—During the past two weeks, we distributed over
three hundred bouquets among our children, the
sick and the poor. These flowers are sent by kind
and thoughtful persons in the country, to the
Flower Mission of this city, Through the kind-
ness of one of the members of this mission, we
have been invited to come for flowers every Tues-
day morning, to receive all we can distribute.

Many distributors kindly offer their services and
thus supply all the hospitals, besides many other

sick and poor. Any of our readers wishing to con-

tribute to the Flower Mission, can send the flowers

free of expense, by applying to us for the "Flower
Mission Card" which must be placed on each box,

The flowers should be fresh cut, done up in bou-
quets, with damp paper, cloth or cotton, and sent

so as to arrive here Tuesday morning. This is a
grand, good work. Flowers have a mission among
the sick and "shut in" that no person can fill.

Our children are now anxiously looking forward to

Tuesday evening for the flower-treat, when many
little hearts and hands will not only claim their

own gifts, but bear others into the homes of those
who never get outside of their dark and gloomy
homes to see the green grass and beautiful flowers

God has made, Frequently a Scripture text is at-

tached to each bouquet, thus bringing God's Word
to those who may not know him. If you, my dear
reader, are discontented and unhappy, do something

to make others happy.

—Although the City of Chicago has not what is

known as a Fresh Air Fund for the benefit of chil-

dren in general, yet many of the churches and olh-

er societies are taking up this good work and send-

ing poor children to the country. We are glad to

know that our own people are so liberal as to help

in this charity. Through the generosity of the
brethren and sisters of Pine Creek, 111., sixteen of

our Sunday school boys and girls are given a two
weeks' outing at the present time. We are also

making arrangements to send more children out in

a few days, and we hope to take with them some
of the mothers who would be greatly benefited by
this change. This plan of work affords an oppor-
tunity to the good people of the country and coun-
try-towns to share their blessings. " Bless the Lord,
O my soul, and forget not all his benefits."

660 S. Ashland Ave.

POWER.

You want power? Well, the desire is legitimate,

and its realization possible.

But what kind of power? Physical? Then stop

fretting. Take exercise. Avoid excesses. Form
regular habits. Eat nourishing food. Sleep long

d soundly. That means a sound body.

Mental power. All right. Use your brain,

Think. Think systematically. Think below the

ice, Grapple with the great thoughts which
others have put into books. That will give fibre

and grip to your mental life.

Or is it moral power you are after? Very good,
It may be had. Think pure thoughts. Look at

lofty ideals. Live right. Crucify self. Loathe all

vileness. Develop the Good Samaritan side of

your life. That will promote a high morality.

But there is something higher. It is spiritual

power. Ah! that is it. The foot of the ladder is

on the earth, but its top is in heaven. Climb! Do
you say, "It is high, I cannot attain unto it?" No,
no! Read the first chapter of the Acts of the

Apostles. Then to your knees! Look up! Turn
your back upon the bad past. Surrender utterly to

God. Lose your will in his. Plead the promises,

eve, believe, believel Claim the pentecostal

gift. Receive ye the Holy Ghost,— Epworth Htrald.
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BULSAR NOTES.

—Last week it began to be apparent that

something else should be clone. So many peo-

ple were daily coming tor a little free rice,

that we decided on Saturday wc had better

open relief work. The people are hungry, can

get no work, and have no money. Their food

supplies were exhausted and no rain was fall-

ing. Sunday morning 1,406 people, mostly very

poor and bony, got each a half pound of rice.

A pound of rice is worth about two cents. Be-

fore we gave the rice, we preached to the as-

sembled people about an hour as they sat on

the ground before us.

—Sunday wc told ilu-m wc w.uited to continue

giving to the poorest and most needy of them,

but as a few were inclined to take advantage

of our help, we would ask all to work first, then

eat. They should come in the morning, and

work three hours; then get a small allowance

of rice. Monday 404 came and worked, dig-

ging out the large tank in Bulsar. Tuesday

1, 200 came. Wednesday we required four hours'

work and gave a little less rice; 2,596 came.

To-day, Thursday, we require all day work. I

think about 1,200 are at work as I write. It is

pitiful. Of this vast number of men, women
and children, all willing to work, over a hun-

dred are actually on the verge of starvation.

Their eyes are sunken, their ribs are all easy to

count, their faces are haggard and worn. Some
have been living on such leaves as the goats

eat, and such roots or bulbs as they could find

by digging.

—This noon is trying. We scarcely know
what to do, It is the first day we had the peo-

ple work all day. As the noon recess began,

the many who had nothing, went to digging

roots and eating them raw. We asked them
where they lived and why they did not go home
and get some dinner. Some lived five or six

miles away and said, moreover, there was noth-

ing in their houses to eat. They had come ear-

ly in the morning from so far, to work all day
for three or four cents' worth of rice. Now
they were hungry. They would not get their

rice till evening. Poor fellows. We gave them
all the bread we had in the house. We gave
some a little bit of rice free, which many ate

raw. We gave others pice and pice {value

one-half cent). They took the pice and in the

bazaar bought a little bit of parched grain and

—But why don't we give them more? If we
would give freely, as we feel to do in our hearts,

we would have 5,000 people working by next

Saturday. The only way we can do to help on-

ly the most needy, is to give only a little and

require an all day's work. In this way, those

who can do better will not come. Those who
cannot do better will be glad for the chance.

—Also, we have been going around among
the villages, in the houses and among the peo-

ple generally. Wherever we would find peo-

ple without anything to eat, or without any ap-

parent means of getting anything to eat, we

-vould leam all about them, and give them a
:icket, calling for so much rice. This ticket is

presented at the door of our house, where the
happy possessor receives from two to twenty
pounds of rice.

—It may be of interest, also, to note that the
rice we are now using is shipped from Burma.
The scarcity in these parts makes it cheaperto
buy the rice from Burma. The rice costs here
now on an average of Rs. two per manud. One
rupee is about thirty cents and one manud
about forty pounds. The scarcity and lack of

rain causes the rice to daily advance in price.

—News comes that it rained all day yester-

day in Bombay. We hope it may rain here

soon. Old residents say they never saw the

rain hold off so long.

—We have had the pleasure of having Eld.

Geo. Lambert, of the Mennonite Relief Com-
mission for India, with us a few days.

—Now 1 must go. How 1 wish those who are

contributing to the poor in India could see the

scene of the next hour. It is nearing the close

of the day. When the clock strikes the hour,

the tired, hungry people will stretch out their

weary limbs and begin to move slowly towards

our bungalow. In a few minutes there will be

a rush, a race, — anxiety, hunger, eagerness,

they crowd up to the fence, and all about,

—

away up and down the road the eager crowd

waits, packed, men, women and children, clam-

oring for something to eat. We admit them

into the gate one by one and give them each

their portion. Yesterday it took two hours to

give the people the food.

—May God bless these poor people, and may
God bless those who care for them so much as

to contribute to their wants in this time of ne-

cessity.

July S.

FROM WASHINGTON, D. C.

We have received great encouragement ii

the work, from our dear brethren and sisters

who so kindly and freely contributed to ou

"Aid Society," during the past month, and thui

enabled us to increase the number of our Sun-

day-school. The society has supplied twenty-

four children with necessary clothing, during

July, and our Sunday-school reaps the benefit.

Brethren and sisters, this gives you an idea of

what you are doing for Christ, here in Wash-

ington, while you are still discharging your du-

ties at home. Remember that, without youraid,

we are unable to do the work as it should be

done. Your work is already manifesting the

spirit of Christ in hundreds of homes. Thus

your light is shining before men. We, as your

servants and stewards over the things intrusted

to our care, will, with the help of God, judi-

ciously distribute the same, that the Lord may

be - rilied.

During July we received $16.85 for the ben-

efit of the poor, and one box of excellent made-

up clothing from the Mill Creek church, Va.,

through sister Shirey. The box contained

eighty-seven pieces, and many little hearts are

now rejoicing because of your gifts. They

come to Sunday-school and get little cards and

papers, and appreciate them very much.

Those who desire to see the cause prosper in

the national capital will please aid the work,

not only with their prayers, but also with their

means. We must convince fallen humanity

that, as we are interested in their souls' welfare,

so is Christ far more, and, by your means, He

Is pleading with them: " Come unto me."

j/j D. St., S.E.,Aug.s.
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FROM THE FIELD.

Brooklyn, N. Y.—Brethren W. M. Howe
and H. A. Spanogle paid us a visit. Together

with Sister Boone we visited ihe Life Line Res-

cue Mission, Hrooklyu. A very few only were

present. The weight of souls and how to

reach them was heavy on me. Prayers were

proposed and some prayed for the conversion

of sinners. I had to ask God to show how we
could reach them with the Gospel. The mis-

sion people then started for the streets. On
account of Isa. 42:3 I doubted the propriety of

preaching on the streets, but followed t

and hear. Their preacher wasabsent. On the

way I was asked by their leader if I could see

to read. I said, " I expect I can." He said:

"One will open with prayer; then you read and

preach." I could but submit. I felt too plain-

ly I had to. I felt that God had shown me the

way to reach sinners, and so we finally all

Spoke, and I was converted to street preaching,

and next night we started this work ourselves,

on Forty-Second Street, Third Avenue, and

have only slopped on account of rain. The
mission appears to me promising. It hasa live

Sunday school, a few members, some can-

didates for baptism and also some warm
friends. I think we ought to thank God for

what he has done through the instrumentality

of the workers who have been laboring here.

We should encourage them to push the work

in every way we can. In many ways sisters

are perhaps even more useful than brethren in

city missions. Educational missions for chil-

dren, and aid forthe starving, as well as rescue

for the fallen is very essential for the best re-

sults. A home for these purposes is very es-

sential. If started as it ought to be, righteous

people will step in and assist. Gifts can be

had and collections may betaken. We recom-

mend this to the careful thought of our dear

Fraternity. Lots are yet cheap at many places

in Brooklyn, but will soon be expensive around

our mission.—C, Hope, 153 53rd St., July 31.

Cedar Rapids, Iowa— I return to Cedar

Rapids with renewed zeal, I think, brought

about by my recent serious trial in the sickness

of my dear mother, who was so near death's

door, but whom the Lord spared to us. Then

my stay at Waterloo was a source of much
spiritual strength to me,—not so much because

1 was sitting idly by, enjoying the meetings,

but because there was so much to do. Bro,

Beahm knows how to to keep every one at work,

who will work. At a time like this such a change

is rest. The Lord has been very kind to me,

though I am unworthy of ail his mercy. Our

Sunday school attendance had gone down, but

seems on the increase again. We had an ac-

tive prayer meeting hsi Wednesday, with nine-

teen in attendance—Lydia E- Taylor* 8/7 Di-

vision St.
t
Aug. 5,

Dryden, Ark.— I made one trip, recently, to

Randolph and Green Counties, to points former-

ly visited by Bro. D. L, Forney. I found the

few members very well at the present, though

unsettled as it regards their earthly home. All

seemed to be alive spiritually and very anxious

for preaching. At one of these points I met
the largest congregation yet had at any of our

meetings. I promised to be with them a week,
some time this fall. Thepresent month will be

devoted to holding meetings and looking after

the interests of the work. All arc still in good
health. Pray for the work here.—B. E. Kcs-

Hawthorn, Fla.—Last Sunday we drove out

to the "flat woods," about live miles from Kcu-
ka, and preached to a very attentive little con-

gregation. We left an appointment for Bro.

Stover in two weeks. We will try to keep a

regular appointment there, and, sometime in

the near future, we may hold a series of meet-

ings at that point. We were very much en-

couraged by having Bro. S. M. Eby, of Winter-

haven, hand in his church letter. Wc feel the

borders have been strengthened. All the min-

isters of the congregation were present at the

love feast, July 3. Bro. I, W. Leathcrman, of

Indian River, gave us some lessons from

Philpp. 4:8 that we never should forget. ( Hi

our dear brethren!—C D. Hylton, July 31.

Staunton, Va.—Since Bro. McCann's meet-

ings we are having regular preaching. We
have two sermons each Sunday by llro, Joseph

Wampler. He had intended locating here, for

a while at least, but on account of the sad

death of his father he can only leave home over

Sunday. Wc hope soon to have some minister

locate here and look after the work more close-

ly. Many are becoming interested and ask

for a reason of the hope that is within us Let

us make the right application of our Sunday
school lessons. Wc need more Christian cour-

age. ^ Hit

Click, July 31.

Washington, D. C—The prospects are en-

couraging. Twenty-five new scholars have

been added tothc Sunday school since June 20.

Seventy-five are now enrolled, with a large

number of prospective ones, whom we expect

to join us soon. We hope that the hall will

soon be too small for us.—Mary E. Martinets
D Street, S. E., Aug, 3.

Carlisle, Ark I am here at Austin, holding

meetings, and expect to remain a few days.

Wife was here with me over Sunday. This

morning we had to separate. She intends to

go home to take care of the children and the

few earthly possessions we have. This, it

seems to me, is the greater sacrifice and bur-

den,—to break away from home and family

and to realize that my companion must take

the care of the children on her, as well as to be

alone. We both feel the burden, but feeling

and having an interest in the salvation of the

souls of others, we make the sacrifice. One
was baptized yesterday, here at Austin, and

there is one more applicant. I will be away

from home about two weeks.

—

C, E. Delp,

Aug. 2.

Washington, D. C—As you see, many fam-

ilies have not been visited by me during July,

nevertheless I have been kept constantly busy

for the Master's cause at home. Twenty-four

children have been looked after, as to their

needs in the line of clothes. Most of them

have been at our home, and the children have,

in that way, been supplied and fitted out, sat-

isfactory to the parents, to the society and to

the children. So my time has mostly been de-

voted to that kind of work. During the last

month many of the children's parents come to

our home with the children, and it is surely a

pleasure to converse with them about their

soul's welfare, as well as that of their children.

They show themselves much interested, and

express themselves willing for their children to

attend our Sunday-school. This they do not

only tell to us, but to others, and if some of our

scholars cannot find the way, their parents

faithfully bring them there, till they learn the

way. We have children that have come ever

since our school started, though they live sev-

enteen squares from our church. Fromthiswe

feel sure that the Lord will bless our work

here.—Com* m-sfrrg>ru,3'5 ?>. St.. S.E., Jit-

ty3>-
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We can print the programs for your Ministerial

Meetings, or Minutes of your District Meetings.

Bro. J. M. Mohler, of Pennsylvania, we learn, is

now engaged in evangelistic work in the northern

part of Missouri.

We learn that Bro. Wm. Bowser, of Dayton,

Ohio, is to locate with the Brethren near Lebanon,

Ind„ in November.

Bro, Paul Wetzel, of Los Angeles, Cal., is on

his way to Kansas City, where he is to make his

man writes us that the Colton

'ing along nicely, and that the

prospects are cheering.

It is reported that the increase in church mem-
bership in China, last year, was greater than in India.

It will be thus seen that China is becoming a very

promising field.

The District Meeting for Northern Iowa, Minne-

sota, and the Dakotas, will be held in the South

Waterloo church, Iowa, Oct. 4. The Ministerial

Meeting will be the day before.

The Middle Creek church, Somerset Co., Pa.,

has nine Sunday schools, and all of them use the

Brethren's helps. What congregation can excel

them for the number of schools?

Bro. J. G. Rover closed a very interesting series

of meetings in the Shannon (III.,) church last Sun-

day evening. He commences another meeting in

the Yellow Creek church the last of this week.

More ministers are sending in their own names
for the Ministerial List, than we have ever before

known. If any minister's name is not in the forth-

iing Almanac, he will probably have no one to

bla elf.

Bro. Stover writes us that heavy rains have com-
menced falling in India, and, should this continue,

it means'the end of.tbe famine. Still many of the

very poor will have to besupplied with food until

something can be raised.

j to the Carrington church, N. Dak.,

eported, Twenty were recently added by let-

Bro. Hope finds it convenient to do considerable

street preaching in Brooklyn, N. Y. He sometimes

has three hundred persons present listening to him,

The Brethren are arranging for Sunday school

meetings in various "parts of the Brotherhood. We
trust that great good will result from these meet-

ings.

Some one sends corrections for the Ministerial

List, but does not give either his name or his ad-

dress. We pay no attention to anonymous com-

Writing from Panora, Iowa, Aug. 9, Bro. J. D.

Haughtelin says: "One more young brother was

received into the Coon River church by confession

and baptism yesterday."

We have on the hook some good articles from

Bro. C. G. Lint, of Meyersdale, Pa, They will be

read with interest. One is on the Lord's Supper,

id the other on the Pa

If you want to raise plenty of fruit, to the honor

and glory of God, do not spend your time lookiog

after the little foxes in your neighbor's vineyard.

It is to your interest to keep them out of your own

vineyard.

One of our correspondents thinks he may be the

one who is not very prompt about sending the

church news from his locality, so he sent a report

of his church the next day after the council. That

is what we like to see.

Now and then a contributor writes: " Pie do

not let my article go into the waste-basket," but

most of them say something like this: " If this ar-

ticle is not good enough for the Messenger, I pre

sume you can find room for it in the waste-basket."

vere revived the other day, when

we opened a letter and read, "Editor Brethren at

Work," It seems that some of our readers cannot

forget the name of the old paper. We always did

tike the name, and enjoy having it mentioned now
and then.

When are we going to have a mission or two in

Canada? We believe it to be a good field, and our

Brethren ought to be at work there. Bro. H, B.

Maldeis, 291 Fullum St , Montreal, is very anxious

for our people to open up a mission in that part of

the Dominion.

One of our elders, desiring a preacher to visit a

number of families every week, for three months,

took up a collection for that purpose, and now the

Mbssbnger is a welcome visitor in several families,

where we hope it will be the means of enlightening

some, and finally lead them to Christ.

One of our earnest Sunday school workers writes

that she felt very bad on going to Sunday school

one morning, and finding that a number, who should

have been present, had gone off to some camp-

meeting. She is right in thinking that our mem-
bers should not neglect their own work,

In a letter, that appears elsewhere in this issue,

Geo. Lambert speaks very highly of the work being
done by our missionaries in India. ., Mr. Lambert
was sent to India by the Mennonites, to distribute

large donations among the starving, and has been
the means of supplying the wants 9! many.

Bro. Josiah Beeghly, of Sabetha, Kans., has not

only been quite sick, from which he is now very

slowly recovering, but he has passed through some

sore afflictions His wife died when he was too sick

to see her, and he was not able to see her resting-

place until in June, though she died last November.

He earnestly craves the prayers of those of like

precious faith.

It is encouraging to notice how many of the

churches are taking up free-will offerings for the

missionary cause. These public collections are

good for different reasons, First, they educate the

members; they afford the members, as well as oth-

ers, an opportunity to give, and then they show the

world that we are ttying to obey the missionary

part of the Bible as well as the other parts.

Aug. si, 1897,

Bro. SamuelMurray and wife, who have been in

the Mount for some weeks, have gone to Hunting-

ton, Ind., where they may be addressed at this time.

Were Jesus to preach at one of our well-attend-

d services, do you think he would have a laughing

udience? Do you think the people would ap-

plaud him?

Statistics, so far as they can be relied upon,

iow that there are, in the United States, about u,.

000,000 Sunday school scholars. In England, there

not far from 6,000,000.

is said that about one fourth of the Africans

Mohammedans, and nearly three-fourths pa-

i. This shows the necessity of much mission-

ary work in the Dark Continent.

>cieties are being formed to keep women from

'ing dead birds on their hats. Whatl must we
organize societies to protect the innocent birds

against the " angels " of the human race!

Advertising is not solely a modern custom,

The Greeks used to advertise as long ago as 400 B.

C. Their method was to put up bills and display

irds on buildings, announcing what they had for

le, etc.

In the Sing Sing prison, fifty per cent of the con-

victs are said to be Roman Catholics, and forty per

cent Protestants. All infidels, and even pagans,

are classed with the Protestants. A strange classi-

fication is this!

The organ of the Ohio liquor dealers is out with

a complaint against the Anti-saloon League, claim-

ing that in the State of Ohio the league has re-

duced the number of saloons from i3,oco to 9,000,

This is good news. We would like to see the num-
reduced to o.

1 most countries there are more females than

js. But this is not true of Russia. The recent

us shows that in the Russian Empire there are

64,616,280 males, and 64,594,833 females, there be-

ing 21,447 more males than females. We have not

yet seen a good reason for this difference in favor

of the males.

We certainly would like to attend the Ministerial

Meeting of Northern Indiana, to be held in the

English Prairie church, commencing on Tuesday

evening, Oct. 5, and closing the next evening.

The program, which we shall try to find room for

in next issue, is the most interesting one that we

have yet seen. We would enjoy hearing some of

the topics discussed. But we wonder how they are

going to crowd so much work into ooe day.

On another page, Bro. Mohler offers some
thoughtful suggestions in regard to a better system

of lessons than the International. This subject has

been ably discussed by leading journals, and, so far,

nothing superior to the present system has been

brought out. In our judgment, the Brethren would

not sustain an independent system. It would cost

more than the present, would therefore make the

price of our literature higher, and, we believe,

would greatly decrease its circulation, Bro. Moh-
ler has some good points, but just how to make
them practical, as they relate to our people, is a

matter of great importance.

Our correspondents wilt please not write church

news on one side of the sheet and business on the

other. All the mail matter, coming to this office, is

opened by the Business Manager, who separates it,

turning the business over to the clerks, and that in-

tended for the paper, over to the editorial depart-

ment, If on one sheet there should be matter for

both departments, it becomes necessary for this

sheet to go to one department first, and then run

the risk of finding its way to the other department.

This often causes delays, and sometimes mistakes,

hence the importance of not mixing business with

matters intended for the paper.
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In our quarterlies for this quarter, different gol-

den texts are employed in lessons nine and ten.

It was caused by different texts being selected by

the different writers, and was not noticed by us un-

til our attention was called to it. We regret it,

and we think that such a mistake is not likely to

occur again.

It is reported that the stewards of the Methodist

church at Albertsville, Ala, finding their church

revenues insufficient, have levied an annual tax of

ten dollars on each member of the congregation

who chews tobacco. The plan is said to work ad-

mirably. That is one way of raising money, but it

is not necessary to encourage an evil that good may
abound.

Our sisters, in their aid societies, are doing a

good work, and deserve all the encouragement they

can get. One of our writers, however, suggests

that they be cautioned about the kind of conversa-

tion that may be indulged in during their meetings.

In some instances he fears that there may be a ten-

dency for neighborhood and church gossip, not at

all creditable to the better class. We have heard

of no complaint of this kind against our sisters, and

this gentle hint will be all that is necessary to

place them on their guard. Our next issue will

contain an excellent article concerning the nature,

organization, and work of the Sisters' Sewing Soci-

eties. We suggest that it be read in the societies.

It seems that some things we say in the Querists'

D.'partment are taken quite seriously. Not long

since, we ventured to say what would be unwise for

an elder to do under certain circumstances. This

prompted a brother to write, and censure us for ex-

posing their elder. On looking up the matter we
find that the query related to another circumstance.

Some years ago we wrote an editorial about the

" Bell Sheep.' Inside of a few weeks we received

letters from a number of brethren, asking us to

state who had written us about their church trou-

ble. In fact, the writing of the article did not have

the affairs of one of these churches in mind. Every
now and then we get a letter from some one, who
feels that his case has been exposed in the Querists'

Department. In every instance, so far as we can

now remember, these people have been mistaken.

Wc wish our readers would study the principles we
set forth in the Querists' Department, and not in the

least concern themselves about what might possi-

bly be the case, giving rise to a query and our an-

swer. If there is anything wrong in any of the

principles we set forth in our answers, we shall be

glad for corrections, but concerning some pre-

sumed case, to which answers may apply, it is not

necessary to write us, for we do not consider cases

in that Department, but principles only.

lication to this office, one of our

preachers says that he was challenged to debate

the question of feet-washing. We can see why a

man might want to preach in defense of feet wash-
ing, or even to practice it, but we cannot under-

stand why he should want to debate it, especially

to debate against it, It is in the Book, just as plain

as the English language can make it, and those

who read it with becoming reverence ought not to

be censured for trying to obey, it. John did not

write out an account of this occurrence in the life

of Jesus merely to be doing something. He, as

well as Jesus, must have intended that the saints

should observe the rite. But, again, why debate

the question of feet-washing? Why not turn higher

critic, and prove that the thirteenth chapter of John
has no business in the New Testament? Why not

settle the question along that line? If it can be

proven that this chapter was not in the early manu-
scripts, that may settle the controversy for all

times to come, so far as this world is concerned, at

least. But, suppose the New Testament at the

judgment should contain the chapter in question,

what then? We think that the better way is to

keep on teaching and practicing feet-washing.

Those who oppose it must run their own risk. So
Jar as we are concerned, we propose to run do risk.

A few weeks ago we made mention of some min-
isters who are not able to pay for the Messenger.
Since then we have received the money from kind
donors to pay for the paper to these ministers, but
cannot now find the communication containing
their names and addresses. If this should happen
to meet the eye of either of these ministers, we will

be pleased to Rear from them, so we can send them
the paper. They should mention this item when
they write.

Amongtht Giants, by Sister Bertha M. Neher, is

a neatly-printed, well-illustrated, and well-bound
volume of one hundred and twenty-two pages.
The book is intended for children and young peo-
ple, and is written in such an attractive style, that
it at once arrests their attention, and holds it to the
end. There are few chi'dren who will not read this

volume with intense interest, and we do not hesi-

tate to say, that, for impressive moral lessons, for

the young, it excels any book we have yet read.

There is hardly a family, among our people, where
there are children, that the reading of this book
will not do good. We suggest that parents read
the work also, and then wisely help the children to

apply its good lessons. It is just the book for the

young in Sunday school clashes, and may be or-

dered in quantities for that purpose. Single copy,

by mail, 50 cents. Five copies, or more, to one ad-

dress, 40 cents each. It may be ordered from this

office.

C0UNCIL-MEET1NQS.

In this issue are several articles treating the coun-

cil-meeting question in a way that will be found in-

teresting reading. The manner of conducting these

meetings has not been receiving the attention that

it should. In far too many instances our council-

meetings are by no means pleasant, and occasional-

ly we hear of those that are a detriment to the

cause of Christianity. In addition to what is pre-

sented in the articles, to which we call special at-

tention, we suggest that our council-meetings might

be made a greater help to the church, if, at the

close of each meeting, the elder in charge, or some

one selected by him, would deliver a well prepared

talk, not to exceed fifteen minutes, on some subject

of special interest to the members.

These talks should contain nothing in the form

of sharp rebukes or censure, but should be full of

instruction, good advice, and encouragement.

They should contain just such matter as will be

good for the members to think and talk about when

they have returned to their homes. Should it be

necessa»y to rebuke the members for any general

neglect of duty, it ought to be done with becoming

wisdom, and in all possible kindness.

On one occasion the elder might consider the im-

portance of honesty in the dealings of the members

with the world and with one another. At another

time he might give some excellent advice regard-

ing the conversation of members, He might also

see the necessity of a judicious talk on non confor-

mity, and at another time instruct the members

concerning the importance of living a higher life in

Christ Jesus. They will also need instruction on

family prayer, or the duty of carrying out the di-

rections given in Matt. 18, and a score of other sub-

jects that will present themselves to the mind of a

careful elder.

These talks might be made the most important

feature of a council-meeting, but they must not be

lengthy, nor should they be given when the mem-

bers are too tired to listen to them with pleasure.

They may be made the means of instructing and

strengthening the members in a manner that will

do a great deal of good. Of course, this means

shorter council-meetings, more system, and greater

attention to the matters in hand, in order that the

work of the meeting be not permitted to drag, and

that time may be had for these talks. .1. h. h,

THE NORTHWEST.

During our journey we drove some three hun-
dred and fifty miles across the country, visiting

people in their homes and interviewing them rel-

ative to the country. In North Dakota we inter-

viewed not less than two hundred actual settlers,

the majority of whom were members of our own
church. Of those we met and talked with, some had
been in the country fourteen, others two or three

years and others, still, had moved to Dakota last

spring. Among the questions asked were the fol-

lowing: Did you find the country as you expected
it, or was it misrepresented? How are you pleased

with your new home? What are the advantages
and disadvantages of the country?

In answer to these questions over ninety per cent
said they were well pleased, liked the country very

well and intended to remain and make Dakota
their home. Some were enthusiastic over the pros-

pects for success, and expressed themselves very

strongly on the subject. They were unanimous in

saying that the country had not been misrepre-

sented either, by what had appeared in the Messen-
ger by those who had represented the country to

them. A very few said they liked the country well

enough and yet they preferred to live

came from and would go back again.

We found several who said they had <

country to find work and had been

this. They also said that they were told by some
one that they could find all the work they wanted.

The verdict was pretty general that too many la-

borers had come to the country last spring with the

intention of doing farm work and that the supply

of workmen had been in excess of the demand. It

was also said that it was a mistake for so many to

It must be remembered that we did not see those

who had become dissatisfied and had left the coun-

try. We learned that some had gone back from

Carrington, Cando, and Devils Lake. These were

few in number, as compared with the two thousand

who settled in the different localities last spring,

but in all fairness we give this fact, as it has its

bearing. The advantages named to us were: A
healthy climate, cheap lands government home-

steads, a hundred and sixty acres of land for S14,

without taxes for seven years, the opportunity for

where they

i to the

appointed in

those of moderate means

the hardships and privati

cure good homes, the a:

wheat, oats, barley ant

the average yield for a se

taken together, is large

cess), the rapid growth

garden

and th

*ho are willing to endure

is of pioneer life, to se-

irance of good crops of

flax (failures occur, but

:s of years, good and bad

d gives promise of suc-

ind excellent quality of

getables, with large yields of potatoes,

issibilities of raising small fruits.

The disadvantages: The long cold, winters, with

an occasional blizzard and its attendant danger, the

absence of the apple and other varieties of fruit (it

is believed by some that the more hardy varie-

ties may be successfully cultivated, but this is

based on conjecture), the danger to crops from

late and early frosts, (the early frosts are most

feared," and the deprivations incident to frontier

life. Frost may be expected as early as the middle

of August. Freezing weather occurs the latter part

of October or early November, and then the farm-

er's work, except caring for his stock, ceases until

the latter part of April and the first of May, when

the seeding begins, As soon as the surface of the

ground is free from frost, to the depth of a couple,

inches, the seeding begins. The roots of the plants

are kept moist as the frost comes out, and grow

very fast. By the middle of August harvest be-

gins, and, with sufficient moisture and the absence

of early frost, the farmer is assured of an immense

crop. Once during the last fourteen, years th$
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wheat crop was destroyed by a heavy frost a week

before it had ripened.

We met and talked with a number of school-

teachers and learned that last winter the schools in

the country were closed for several days during the

prevalence of the blizzards. Without exception the

last winter was reported to have been the most se-

vere within the memory of the oldest inhabitant.

In addition to the reports given by settlers we con-

sulted government reports, which are reliable. The

United States weather report for last winter, includ-

ing the months of January, February and March,

shows that the mean temperature, taken at forty-

two stations, was six degrees above zero. The low-

est temperature recorded was forty eight degrees

below zero. It is said that, owing to the absence of

dampness in the air, the cold is not felt to be so se-

vere as in parts of the country where the atmos

phere is more humid.

The settlement of a new country brings hard-

ships. Without money it requires time, hard work

and energy to secure all the comforts of life.

Some there are who do not like pioneer life. They

become dissatisfied, grow homesick and go back to

the old home. These, in speaking of the country,

draw their pictures from the dark side. Others en-

joy the freedom of life on the frontier. They sue

ceed and are happy. Their pictures are drawn

from the bright side. The contrast between the

two pictures is so strong that it is easy to conclude

one or the other is misrepresenting. But each one

is giving prominence to the phase that impress-

es him most. It is the worst and the best sides

in contrast.

We remember, fifty years ago, when many of our

Brethren left Maryland in great six-horse wagons

for a thousand-mile drive to the Rock River settle-

ment in Illinois. The old churches in the East felt

the loss of membership most severely. Reports,

good and ill, came back to us. There was no fruit,

winters were excessively cold, crops failed, there

was a scarcity of timber, etc., etc. Some turned

back without even unloading their wagons Some

remained a few months or years and then, tiring of

frontier life, returned to Maryland. Others, with

stout hearts and determined purpose, remained, and

success came to them. Now the Rock River Val-

ley and its adjacent territory is the richest part of

the second State in the Union. The Brethren who

came in these early days planted the churches form-

ing the District of Northern Illinois.

So it is in settling any new country. So it was in

settling Iowa, Illinois, Indiana and Ohio. Some
turn back, some fail, while others succeed. They

build up churches, secure homes for themselves

and children and die with the consciousness that

they have done their best with what God gave

them.

Now, that our country is becoming so thickly set-

tled, the opportunities for seeking homes are be-

coming less each year. There are now no States

like Indiana, Illinois or Iowa to settle. Those who
would have cheap land must go where the condi-

tions are less favorable than they were in the older

States. There are hardships to endure and priva-

tions to suffer, there will be failures as there are

everywhere, for all men do not succeed, even under

the most favorable conditions, but from what we
heard and saw of North Dakota we believe that

those who go there with moderate means, who are

willing to work hard, and give up the luxuries of life,

and even some of its comforts, until they can afford

th- m, will succeed. We met a number who have, in

a few years, made themselves comfortable and that,

too, with the very low prices for grain that have

prevailed.

As elsewhere we notice a tendency in North Da-

kota, to grasp too much. Land is cheap and rais-

ing wheat is profitable. It is. so easy to attempt

T23^E1 GOSPEL MIESSIEXJSrG.BIR,,

too much. This leads some to go in debt too heav-

ily, then, if a short crop comes, there is a failure to

meet obligations. Then discouragements aod loss

follow and the blame of failure is placed on some

We have observed that ifyou advise a man to en-

gage in an enterprise and he succeeds he takes oil the

credit to himself, if he fails you will get ell the blame.

With this phase of human nature before us wc give

the following advice:

Don't go to North Dakota, or any new country,

until you are fully acquainted with existing condi-

tions.

Don't go expecting to find mild winters or to en-

gage in fruit-culture,

Don't go without having something ahead to live

on. Always take into account the possibility of a

short crop and if you are wholly dependent on your

first crop, you may suffer.

Don't go expecting to find success without work,

or to find work without looking for it. It is a mis-

take for farm-hands to crowd into the country in ex-

cess of the demand for them. This was done last

spring, and some, failing to get work, came away

disappointed and did not have many good words

for the country.

If you go, take with you a stout heart and a de

termined purpose, under God's blessing, to succeed,

and if success crown your efforts give him the

praise. If you fail, doing your best, accept it as

your portion and don't blame others. Remember

that what we call failure is often a blessing in dis

guise, and may, in the end, turn to success.

We found the representatives of the railways de

sirous that only the truth be given in regard to the

country. It is far from their desire that people go

to the Northwest without a full knowledge of the

facts. If they do go in that way, it is because they

do not acquaint themselves with the facts.

Our Brethren, who like the country and are suc-

ceeding, need to be careful as to their statement?,

—

not that they intend to mislead but it is always

best to be on the safe side in making statements re-

garding a new couritry.

As to the future of the country we can only wait

and see. Already there are over 600 of our mem-

bers in North Dakota, with five organized church-

es. The membership is in ex:ess of two of our or-

ganized State Districts. If the conditions continue

favorable, this number is likely to be doubled by

immigration and conversions in the near future,

and the day may come when we shall have not only

one, but several strong State District organiza-

tions in the Northwest.

The old churches naturally regret to see so

many of their members leave them, and go into

this new territory. While this is true, if they can

better their condition temporally and at the same

time build up strong churches, occupying the coun-

try for the Lord, we should bid them Godspeed.

This is one of the effectual methods of doing suc-

cessful mission work. D. L, M.

QUERISTS' DEPARTMENT.

Is the Scripture found in Acts 21: 10, and 1 Cor. 12: 10, 28,

any proof that wc shall have prophets in this day and age as

wasAgabus? John M. Myers.

We think not. We do not now have prophets

gifted with the ability to foretell events. We do,

however, have prophets who can speak to the edi-

fication and comfort of God's people. In this

sense only, do we have prophets.

An unconverted friend wishes to know why there is no ac-

count given of Barnabas' and Mark's work, as found in Acts

rs: 36-40. John M. Myers.

The Acts contains an account of only a very

small amount of the preaching and work done by

the apostles and others. The book was written by

Luke, the companion and fellow-worker of Paul,

Aug. 21, 1897.

who traveled much with the apostle, was greatly in-

terested in his work, and could, therefore, prepare

a better narrative of his travels and labors than of

any one else. He was not with Ba*nabas and

Mark on their trip to Cyprus. He omitted an ac-

count of this mission for the same reascn that he

omitted a record of scores of others. It was not

possible for him to mention all of them in the brief

history that he proposed to write, He wrote

enough, however, to prove that the apostles were

inspired in their efforts, and that they were influ-

enced by the Spirit in the preaching of the Gospel

and the planting of churches.

Where does it leave a member, when the congregation, in

which he holds his membership, votes to set him or her (as

the case may be) back from the fellowship of the church, and
records the same in ihe Minute Book of that congregation; and

then, in the course of several months, the same congregation,

by a vote, sets aside, or, in other words, tables the Minutes of

the preceding council? A. S,

This would be a very queer thing to do. But, if

sustained, it would leave the member in the church,

with the charges against him undecided. You
would better consult the adjoining elders. They

will understand the circumstances, while we do not.

Is there anything wrong about having singiriB'Schools in our

meetinghouses, where sacred music may be taught in a dis-

creet manner? S. M. T.

We should think that in a meetinghouse is the

very place where sacred music should be taught.

But those who attend these singing schools ought

to feel that they are in the Lord's house, and

should conduct themselves accordingly.

Do you consider it necessary for a young minister to under-

stand grammar? Y. M. G.

Every young minister should learn to speak and

write his mother tongue correc ly. In his sermons

it is not necessary for a minister to make a display

of learning, but he ought to know how to clothe

the Lord's message in language that will not grate

on the well trained ear.

Was this country ever inhabited by an intelligent people

before it was discovered by Columbus? P. H. M,

The ruins of great cities in Mexico, Central

America and elsewhere, would indicate that, at

some remote period, this continent was inhabited by

people far advanced in civilization

We know of four who have crossed over the

river, viz., Christopher Sower, Henry Kurtz, James

Quinter and R. H. Miller. The former was our

first editor. He died shortly after the close of

the Revolutionary War. He edited a semi-relig-

ious paper, having a circulation of about ten thou-

sand copies. He was an editor of fine ability and

wonderful energy.

Is the Greek word bapto ever translated "sprinkle" or

"pour" in the New Testament, or any word with bapto for its

root? A. B.

Bapto is never rendered by the term "sprinkle"

or "pour" in the Scriptures. It is iranslated

"dip" or "dipped" in the New Testament. Nor

are any of the words, having bapto as the root,

translated "sprinkle" or "pour." Bapto means to

dip, or immerse.

The church demands art acknowledgment of a member.
What shall be done with those who publicly advise the mem-
ber not to make the acknowledgment? D. F.

They ought to be most sharply rebuked, and, if

they will not desist, they should fall into the judg-

ment of the church for such indiscreet conduct.

Can a congregation, after calling a committee of elders to

adjust a difficulty, of a general character, and submitting the

same into the charge of the elders called, call an individual

elder, and expel some of the members, implicated in the dif-

ficulty, before the committee hands in a report or resigns the

Refer this question to the committee. It is

not likely to take them long to decide it. It is in

their place to answer it, j. h. m.
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HE REACHETH ME HIS HAND.

sd One, Thou Christ of all, whom ray soul loveth best,

'hee tread in triumph calm upon the ocean's breast;
,im who followed Thee of old, my soul doth make n

O, let me walk with Thee!

an give me naught of

But my heart! Whereart Thou, Lord? I thought that Thou

How dark the night hath grownl

One moment since and Thou didst smile, I felt Thy presence

w, O Christ, the choking

sight-

Lord, save me <

of the surrounding

list doth hide Thee from my

I die!

life! Above the angry wind I hear His gentle voice;

He speaketh but reproof to me, yet doth my soul rejoi

My fears are calmed, and quieted the tempest's roari

He reacheth me His hand.

Pomona, Cat.

HOW SOON WE ARE FOROOTTEN.

ngn

In the play of Rip Van Winkle, who slept for

twenty years and then returned to his native vil-

lage, to find himself practically unknown, he bows
his head and utters the words at the top of this ar-

ticle. This was further brought forcibly to my
mind the other day, in conversation with a middle-
aged brother, when reference was made to Bro, J;

Quinter. The man had never heard of him. Tri

he had joined the church but a few years back, but
it seemed strange that any member should not at

least have heard of James Quinter. In a greati

less degree this will be true of all of us. It will be
but a few years, at the longest, that every one of

us will have completely passed out of the recollec-

tion of the living. There is not an old graveyard
in the land that has not its grass-grown graves that

no man knows who rests below. Generals have led

armies and their names have been forgotten. The
victors founded cities that have passed away. The
cities were the centers of populous countries which
have so completely vanished o£f the earth that

none can tell the name of the people who once
dwelt in them. It will be even so with all who
read this article. The time is near at hand, for the

s, when we will be laid to rest for the

1 the lap of earth, and then every ves-

allection of us will quickly fade out of
the memory of all living.

A man or woman may be universally beloved,
and of incalculable service to their fellows, and it

may be said of them, as it often is, that they will

live forever in the hearts of all who knew them.
But it is not true. They will last a little longer
than the unnamed child that dies in the emigrant
wagon and is buried by the roadside. But thi

will come the day when their very names, and what
they did, will have none to remember. In thi

ly burly o£ strong life, in the current of passing
events, this is often, if not invariably, forgotten.
But it will come to pass, all the same, that we will

be utterly forgotten. The waves of our influence
may roll on in increasing circles, but our personali-
ty will be as lost as the leaf that fell from the tree
at midnight a year ago.

These are things that serve as lessons to human
pride. Those who drive by in elegant equipage
will pass away and be forgotten the same as the
beggar on the wayside, on whom the dust of their

passing wheels was cast. The time will come to
the strongest when he will sit mumbling in the cor-
ner with toothless mouth and waggling hand, if he
lives so long, and he will not know his own name,
mufh less of the little child that he buried half a
century ago, and which he would have thought a
Profanation, had he been told that he would ever

last time

tige of n

tie hard to reali2

when the lesson

thoughtful and su

forget it. Yet it is already forgotten, as he will be
forgotten. Walk on the ocean beach and on the
smooth sand at the water's edge, trace your name,
and pass on. The first wave that rolls over it will'

make your mark's as though they had never been
>ur lives. It is, perhaps, a lit-

but it is the actual fact, and
learned, it leaves us more

I surer of our own littleness.

But is there nothing that survives the wreck of
time? Yes, there is that which lives forever. In
an old song, entitled, "Aleen Aroon," the words

"Castles are sacked in war,

Chieftains are scattered far,

Love is a fixed star, Aleen Aroon."

When it comes to leaving earth, and the soul
goes sounding on its dim and perilous way, all that
it takes along as its admission to the realms of the
blest is the love that it knew when locked in its

chrysalid of clay. Whether or not the amount is

controllab'e by the soul's custodian, is a question
that we will not enter into here. The fact remains.
St. Paul, in his ringing eulogy of love, mistranslat-
ed charity in the Old Version, and set right in the
Revised, tells the whole story of Christian perfec-

The dying gladiator, in the days of pagan Rome,
lifted his hand to the Emperor, and saluted him, as
he sank dead on the yellow sands of the arena. So
the Christian, as he passes from death into life, can
remember what has gone by, all the praise unwor-
thily bestowed, and the unjust disaster of the past,

with no feelings of regret, and turn to him, saying
that he trusts it all to Divine Wisdom, and the One
who died before, that he might live.

Pardon the seeming pedantry, when I quote that
grand, old production, the " Dies Irae."

*" Retordari Jesu pie

Quod sum causa luae viae

Ne meperdas, illae die;

Quaerens vie sediili lassits,

Redemisti cntcim passus,

Tantui labor lion sit oassits."

And then, though we may be so forgotten among
men, that our very existence is unknown and un-
cared for, yet we will be remembered, and live in a
land that is fairer than this, and one that has none
of the limitations of this life of forgetfulness.

Lewisburg, Pa.
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board i n the Di;

that the

every local church
the office of this board to set

sion calls are supplied, and that the necessary finan-
cial means are provided. This plan is certainly
worthy of general adoption.

We find the Sunday schools almost wholly of the
evergreen variety. No church visited was without
a Sunday school, and some churches sustained sev-
eral. One Sunday school visited had voted the
quarterlies out of the Sunday school recitation. A
supply of Bibles was secured for distribution among
those who had come without Bibles. We under-
stand that quarterlies were still ordered and dis-
tributed, to be used in lesson preparation at home.
We very much deprecate the improper use of good

need some careful training along this
helps.

j organized for aggressive
so Northeastern Kansas.
30I sustaining the weekly
the teachers study to-

I

The Nebraska Distr

Sunday school work, s

Occasionally we find a

teachers' meeting. I-

gether the lesson, call out the most important les-
son teachings, and discuss the best methods of pre-
senting these teachings to their respective classes.
Aside from this, it serves as the superintendent's
cabinet, meeting for planning and counseling con-
cerning the workings of the Sunday school. Every
school ought to have such a meeting.

Several of the churches visited sustain each a
al ell for systematic study of the Bi-

;hes the class meets on Sunday
others, on Wednesday or Thursday

! ell

*[The following translation of the Latin hymn has been of-

fered—Ed.)

" Think, O Jesus, for what reason

Thou endured'st earth's spite and treason
Nor me lose, in that dread season;

Seeking me, thy worn feet hasted,

On the cross thy soul death tasted,

Let not all these toils be wasted."

-~=•-* CORRESPONDENCE *»<

Bible Nor
ble. In si

evenings;

evenings.

We were pleased to find so many of the young
people, who have had educational advantages,
making themselves serviceable to the church, and
also to find so many opportunities for young people
to work. The we<tern part of our Brotherhood has
many indications of growth in the knowledge of
God's Word and in the life of unselfish devotion to
the welfare of man and the glory of our Heavenly
Father. C. E, Arnold.
McPhevson, Kant., Aug. 2.

Death of Eld. Frederick Wampler.

;ith much sadness that we record the death
much-esteemed brother,— Eld. Frederick

It is

of our

Wampl
897. aged fifty-nine years

days. Deceased bad been
less, for several years, but

time, to attend to business,

harvest, he was out at least ;

was complaining very muc
before his death

fan ily that he

tach, which c

From the Northwest.

During the past six weeks the writer w
gaged in a tour of about fifteen churches i

braska and Northeastern Kansas, including

churches in Missouri. Thirty-fiv

a few

Bible

lectures and Sunday school talks were a part of the

work,

At Kearney, Nebr., we had seven meetings.

Here we had our first experience in celebrating a

love feast in a tent. This proved to be a quite sat-

isfactory arrangement, and did not, in any way,
hinder the enjoyment of the occasion.

In general, our visit has impressed us with the

spiritual resources of this part of the Brotherhood.

The missionary spirit out here is more than a senti-

ment,— it is a practical question. One church had
had no preaching for seven weeks, their only minis-

ter having been in the western mission field. One
District has adopted a plan for a home mission

weeks of hi:

tience. He was ano

children and ma
/en children,— fiv

youngest is about

bers of the chu

1., who died July 13,

one month, and two
complaining, more or

/as able, most of the

Even during the late

part of the time, but

uch. Only a short time
was it really known to himself or

was suffering from cancer in the

aused much suffering the last two
but he bore it with Christian pa-

inointed July 4 in the presence of

many friends. He was father of

•five sons and six daughters. The
ears of age. All are

:pt the youngest, and
we trust that the dying words of their father will

not so soon be forgotten, as he had them called to
his bedside several times, giving them good in-

structions. In his death his faithful companion
loses a good husband, his children, a kind father,

and the church a fiithful preacher and elder,—one
who was always at his post when at all able, and
who always tried to do all in his power for the good
of the church. The community in which he lived,

both in and out of the church, held him in high es-

teem, but we sorrow not as those without hope,

His funeral was largely attended, at Greenmount,

July 14. Eld. S. N. McCano preached the funeral

discourse from John it: 24, after which his remains

were quietly laid to rest in the Greenmount ceme-
tery. Peace be to his ashes! Jacob A. Garber.

July 26.

For one to have the spirit and life of Christ, is to

be like Christ, and for one to be like Christ is to

secure all that heaven has for any man.
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ILL1NOIS.

Pine Creek.—The Pine Creek and Polo Sunday

schools raised funds to bring sixteen children from

the Chicago Brethren's Mission, and they are

distributed in about one dozen of the Brethren's

homes in Pine Creek congregation. The railroad

carried them for one-fourth full fare. Sister Cripe

came with them. They will probably

us two or three weeks. They are childi

to twelve years old. Four of them are members of

the church. Bro. J. G. Royer was with us at Polo

in four meetings and Bro. 1. B. Trout in one.

These services were much appreciated by the mcm-

nd others. Our two Sunday schools are pros-

' and there is much interest manifested in

them,"especially by the young people.—;John Heck-

man, Aug. p.

Astoria—By request the brethren of the Astoria

and Woodland churches held a good meeting in the

beautiful Grove at the Q. Lake, near Vermont,

111., Aug. I. The assembly was very large, orderly

and attentive. It was the Erst time many of them

ever heard the Gospel preached by our Brethren.

They seemed very much impressed

mon. Brethren Conrad Fitz, Baker

my deliveied the principal addresses,

vices three young souls confessed Christ

received into the fold bv baptism, Bro. J.

my officiating.- Mattit Davis, Aug. 7.

Macoupin Creek Church.—We met in council

July 31. The church was well represented and a

good deal of bus'ness came before the meeting

Five were received by letter; contributions to the

church and missions, both District and Foreign were

well responded to. Our series of meetings will be

gin Oct. 9, and continue until the 29th, which is the

date for our Communion. We expect David Fil-

brum, of Ohio, to preach for us.—Michael Flory, Gi

rard, III., Aug. 4.

Martin Creek Church.—The members met ir

quarterly council Aug. 4. We elected Eld Harsh

barger, delegate to District Meeting and Bro. B. F

Stephens, alternate. We decided to hold a serie!

of meetings beginning Oct. 23 and selected Bro. S

W. Garber, of Allison, III., to do the preaching. Th<

date of our love feast was changed from Oct. 28 to

Oct. 30, to accommodate those wishing to come

from a distance.—/. /, Scrogum, Fairfield, Wayne

Co., III.

Pleasant Hill.—This church met in regular coun-

cil to-day. Several certificates of membership were

granted to young members who will be absent dur

ing the next term of school. Three delegates to

District Meeting were appointed, viz., G. W. Gib-

son, J. H Brubaker and D. C. Vaniman. We
passed a few papers to our District Conference.

We also raised a contribution to the treasury and

for mission work. We decided to have a mission-

ary meeting. Arrangements are made to have a

series of meetings, to be conducted by Eld. M
Flory. Our love feast is appointed for Oct. 1, at

4 P. M. We received three members by letter.

One is an official in the second degree of the minis-

try.—James Wirt, Virden, 111., Aug. 6.

INDIANA.

Middle Fork.—We held a special church meet-

ing to-day. We appointed our harvest meeting for

Aug. 29. Our Communion will be Oct. 9, at 2 P. M.

Bro. Jacob Witmore, of Kansas, will begin a series

of meetings at the Pleasant View house about the

last of September.—John E. Mtlzger, Edna Mills,

Ind., Aug. 5.

Anderson.—We were delighted by a visit from

Bro. James M. Neff, of Fruitdale, Ala., Sunday,

Aug. I. He gave us a Sunday school address in

the morning, and a soul-cheering discourse in the

evening. Two dear sisters were baptized into

Christ and adopted into his kingdom on last Sun-

day, five miles south of here, in the Lower Fall

Creek congregation.—/. S. Aldrcdge, Cincinnati Ave.,

Aug. 10.

Prairie Creek.—We held our quarterly council

Aug 7. There was not much business before the

meeting. We decided to hold our Communion
Oct. 14, commencing at 10 A, M, Two dear sisters

came forward and were baptized on Sunday, Aug. 8,

after the forenoon services.—:John Miinich, Mt. Zion,

Ind., Aug. 0.

Bethel Church.—Our quarterly council was held

Aug. 7. Brethren W. B Neff and M Deeter were

chosen as delegates to District Meeting. The new

churchhouse will be dedicated Sept. 12. A harvest

meeting will be held in the afternoon at the same

place. We appointed a love feaast for Oct 9, at 5 P.

M., in the New Salem churchhouse, five miles

southeast of Milford.

—

Chauncey I. Weybright, Mil-

ford, Ind., Aug. 11.

Fairview Church —We met in quarterly church

council Aug. 7. Elders Solomon BlickenstaS and

D C. Campbell were with us. Our Communion
was appointed for Oct. 6. We also decided to hold

a series of meetings about Nov. I. We held our

harvest meeting Aug. f, with a large attendance

and a good interest. At the close of the meeting we

took up a collection for mission work, for which we

received S7.13. In the afternoon we had a song

service conducted by brethren J. L. Wagner and

Wm. E. Metzker. The meetings were conducted

by Eld. D. C. Campbell, assisted by Bro. Isaac Bill-

himer, of Eaton, and John Diehl, of Pyrmont—
hciah Guinn, Heath, Ind., Aug. II,

Yellow River Church.—We held our harvest

meeting July 25. Bro. G. B. Heeter, assisted by

Bro. Alex. Miller, conducted the services. A col-

lection was taken, after which refreshments were

provided for all. After dinner the Brethren ad-

dressed us again. Sister Alice King also gave a

very interesting talk to the children. A large

crowd was present and the sermons were splendid,

—Alice Voder, Bourbon, Ind., Aug. 6.

Ee-1 River.-Our regular council convened yester-

day. Much business came before the meeting,

which was disposed of in a Christian spirit. The

brick and stone work of our new church is

completed, and the carpenters are now at work.

Eld. Jos. F. Spitzer began a series of meetings

in Silver Lake last night, in the town hall. As
there are several mutes, who are members of the

church, living in the neighborhood, an interpreter

has been procured. Our Brethren of this District

have established a new point for regular preaching,

where Ihe Doctrine of the Brethren is very littli

known.— C. C. Arnold, Aug 5.

Hartford City.—The Brethren of this church

met Aug. 8 in a harvest meeting. The church was

well represented. We had three very interesting

sermons by Bro Beery. A collection was taken

for the support of two widows, which amounted

to S4.12. We believe the day was well spent.

—

Ro-

sella Holcrcft, Aug. p.

OHIO.

Prices Creek. —This church held her quarterly

council July 29. Brethren Rezin Stephens and Jo-

seph Longanecker were with us. Aug. 14, at 2 P.

M., we held our harvest meeting. There have been

four accessions since our last report,—all heads of

;.—Geo. H. Petry, West Sonera, Preble Coun-

ty, Ohio, Aug. 7.

Lower Twin Church.—We met July 30 for harvest

meeting. Many felt interested in the work and at-

tended the meeting. Bro. A. G. Crosswhite was

with us and gave us a practical lesson from Ps. 147:

20. Aug. 3 the church met in quarterly council.

Adjoining elders present were Jacob Garber and J. C.

Bright. All the business was disposed of pleasant-

ly. The church decided to have two series of meet-

ings this year, one at the Twin Valley house,

beginning Sept. 11, Bro. D. S. Filbium to do the

preaching, and one at the Tom's Run house, Bro.

D. L. Miller to do the preaching, and meetings begin

Nov. 27. We also appointed our love feast for Oct.

5, at 10 A M. An election for minister resulted in

the choice of Bro. Frank Brubaker, and for deacon of

Bro. Noah Arbaugh. Both brethren were received

into office.

—

Aaron Brubaker, Gratis, Ohio, Aug. 4.

Pleasant Hill.-Bro. J. L. Guthrie, of Herring,

Oh-o, came on Saturday, July 31, and preached Sat-

urday evening, Sunday, and Sunday evening. On
Monday he baptized two of our Sunday school

scholars.— C. W. Keith, Mapliwood, Ohio, Aug. 7,

Black River Church.—We met in quarterly

council Aug. 7, and decided to have a harvest

meeting Aug. 28, beginning at 10 A. M., also to

hold our Communion Sept. 25, servxes to begin at

10 A. M. We decided to have a series of meetings

fall, Bro. T. Hoove
3ay school continue

ers as last quarter,

us during the last

to do the preaching. Our
thi: qua /ith the

D. D. Culler has been

nd has preached a

number of sermons for us. Our Sisters' Aid Socie-

ty still meets once a month, to do works of charity.

—Mary Hoover, Chatham, Ohio, Aug. 10.

Salem.—Our thanksgiving meeting was held

Aug. 7 We had a good attendance. ' Brethren

John Smith, Jesse Stutsman and David Stutsman

were with us. The Word of Life was ably dealt

out by them An evening meeti ng was held by

Bro. D. Stutsman. He also prea :hed for us next

day at our regular meeting. Re member, we are

always glad to ha e brethren come to us, and

preach for us Our aged brother, Danl. Rineharf,

is unable to attend egular service Upon request

a meeting washeld at his home c n Sunday after-

noon. Quite a number of our men .bers and friends

attended ihe reunio 1 of the North Manchester col-

lege at the ' Home "—Jesse K. Btumoaug/i, Union,

Ohio, Aug. ic

preaching th

harvest

conducted a child

young people's mc

Hols

PENNSYLVANIA.

Clover Creek.—Bro. Walter A. Long, of Tyrone,

Clover Creek church July 31,

evening, and also delivering a

Sunday, at 10: 30, A M. He
n's meeting at 2: 30 P. M ; also

ing at 7: 30 P. M. These meet-

attended, ably conducted, and

ppreciated by those present. Bro. Levi T.

ger, of Ladoga, Ind., is booked for a series of

meetings in the Martinsburp; meetinghouse the

coming fall —/ G. Mock, Aug. 10.

Perry County. -On Sunday morning, Aug. 1,

Bro Joseph Auker and myself started for our ap-

pointment,—a distance of twenty miles, at a Wine-

brennarian church. Bro. Auker held forth the

Word at 10 A. M. Years ago a number of members
worshiped here, but some have moved away and

others have died. At this time we met only two

sisters and one brother. At 2 P. M., Bro. Auker
preached at a schoolhouse, about three miles awav.

The house was well filled. Here we met five sixers

and one brother. Some of them came quite a dis-

tance. On our way home we stopped a short time

with Eld. Solomon Sieber and wife. They are

quite feeble and not able to attend church. They
crave the prayers of the members. We reached

home the same evening.—/. B. Frey, East Salem,

Pa., Aug. 4.
SOUTH DAKOTA.

Frederick.—Three dear young souls were re-

cently buried with Christ by baptism, and two were

received by letter. Other applicants have not as

yet b<?en baptized. Bro. George Strickler, of Mays-

ville, N Dak., was with us. We bad an enjoyable

love feast together. We elected Bro. S. H. Horn-

ing to the ministry, and brethren E. E. Crow and

M. Mabee to the effice of deacon. Brethren pass-

ing to and from North Dakota are requested to

stop with us. We will meet them at the train, ei-

ther at Aberde Frederick.— 1^. W. Hornh

TENNESSEE.

burg, Te
of Lawrence-

tz, and A. W.
-Bro. Charles Davis

d brethren C. M. Ba
ie New Hope church, Cai

came to preach for us Aug. 7, and held thre

teresting meetings. We had good attendance, con-

sidering the weather. The people seem much inter-

ested in the Brethren, and there is a large field here

to work for the Blessed Master.—E. G. Shu'U
A
Aug.

: very 1
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NORTH DAKOTA.

Cando.—Our Communion occurred July 24. We
hid a very pleasant meeting. The ministerial force

was ample. Indiana, Illinois, Missouri and Kan-
sas were represented. Eld. Niccum, of Carring-

ton, N. Dak., officiated. Bro. A. Hutchison held

forth the Word with power. The crowd was large,

—not less than six hundred being present. Only
about two-thirds of the members could get to the

table. Notwithstanding the large crowd, the order

was good, and all seemed to enjoy themselves.—/

L. Thomas, Aug. 1.

Carrington.—July 31 we held our regular quar-

terly meeting, at which meeting there were twenty
received by letter. Aug. 3 we had our love feast,

which was well attended, both by home members
and from abroad. There were fitteen ministers

present. Among the number were brethren F. R.
McCune, of Iowa, Bro. Samuel Studebaker, of Illi

nois, and the brethren from Cando. It was, indeed,

a grand meeting, and many thought it was the best

theyevrr attended. At the close of the meeiing
two made application for baptism. Since last

writing, there have been six received by baptism.

—

D. H. Snowhirger, Aug. g.

MISSOURI.

Nevada.—The series of meetings, referred to in

Gospel Messenger, No. 32. Page 504, closed on
the evening of Aug. 3, with fifteen received by bap-
tism and five more applicants to be baptized in the

future. Many more are near the kingdom.—D. D,
Wine, Avg 6.

Greenwood Church.—July 31 was the time of

our regular quarterly council. All business was
very agreeably disposed of. The time for our love

feast is Oct 14—J.J.Troxil, Mt, Grove, Mo., Aug. p.

Carthage.—We met in council Aug. 6. Our
Communion meeting will be Oct. 6, at 2 P. M. A
series of meetings will begin Oct. 3, and continue
over the feast, and as much longer as deemed
proper. Three letters were granted. We have
granted ten letters since my last report,—most of
them for No'th Dakota. We received one by bap-
tism and four by letter since my last report. Eld.

George Barnhart is alone in the ministry now, and
we can have preaching only in town. Our Sunday
school is progressing nicely. Bro. A. S. George
was our Superintendent, but has moved away, and
the responsibility rests upon the writer.—TV. Oren,

Aug. g.

WISCONSIN.

Barron —The members of this church met in

council July 31. Our elder not being present the
meeting was conducted by the deacons. Eight let-

ters of membership were received, and our Sunday
school reorganized. Bro. J. J. Wassam was elected

Superintendent. We have a very interesting Sun-
day school. All the officers are members of the
church. We have an attendance of about seventy.

We have social meetings on Sunday afternoons.

We are very much encouraged, although we have
no resident minister. Is' there not some one who
will respond to our call?—Ed. and Nettie Wyaff,
Aug. o

COLORADO.

Pueblo.—Eld. G. E. Studebaker has been travel-

ing up the Arkansas vale, preaching at different

points. He preached one week in the city and on
Sunday afternoon gave one of his good talks to the
Sunday school children, on habits, which was inter-

esting and encouraging. He closed on Sunday ev-

ening with two applicants for baptism, which will be
attended to on his return from the San Luis Valley.—R. A. Patterson, Aug. 21.

KANSAS.

Olathe.—This church met in council Aug. 7
Eld. Geo. E. Wise presided. The church decided
to hold a love feast Sept. 25, at 3 P. M. Some fam-

the
lidst

n for more. We have a good church-
House in the City of Olathe, where we have meetings
the second and fourth Sundays of each month, and
Sunday school each Sunday, superintended by Bro.
C. Wampler.—Wm. Bnmk, Aug. g.

VIRGINIA.

New Market.—Last Saturday we had our harvest
meeting at the Cedar Grove church, which was well
attended. The Lord's cause was not forgotten.—/.
H. Gather, Aug. J.

Helms.—We are now in the midst of an interest-
ing Bible school, which is being held at the Bethte
hem church, Franklin County. Bro. David Hol-
linger, of North Manchester, Ind„ is conducting the
school. The attendance is very large and the inter-

est good.—/ W, Ikenberry, Aug. 6.

Barren Eidge.—This church met in council A-ig.

5. The visiting brethren made their report. All
the members were found to be in love and union,
with but few exceptions. Among the business of
the day was the election of two deacons. Bro. D.
Drumheller and the writer were chosen. Oct. 9

Since our last report two members have been re-

ceived by letter— N. Wafer Coff-nan, A-g. g.

An Explanation.— Inasmuch as some of our
Brethren are wondering why the District of Oregon,
Washington and Idaho was not represented at our
late Annual Meeting either by delegate or letter, I

wish to say that, as we were unable to be repre-
sented by delegate, we desired to be represented
by letter, and I sent the letter to the " Foreman of
Standing Committee of German Baptist Brethren,"
at Frederick, Maryland, May 15, 1*97, After the
Meeting clo-ed, the letter not having been called

for, it was returned to me. I am very sorry that it

d d not reach the Standing Committee.— Thos.

Barblow. Mirth Point, Or gon, Aug. 2.

GEORGIA.

Atlanta.—We are battling for the right, but in

this country the Brethren's caus^ goes slow. We
have baptized two converts since in Georgia. Sis

ter Catharine Witter (wile's mother) living with us,

who is now in her ninetieth year, has been quite ill

all summer. She was anointed, and revived suffi

ciently, to walk to the table, but is worse at this

writing. She has been a member of the Brethren
church for about seventy-seven years. The general
health here is very good and the climate is fine. I

am glad to know the missiona'y cause is taking
on new life among our people.—/1

. R. Wrightsman,

261 East Hunter St , Aug. p.

NEBRASKA.

Anrora—July ,0 Eld. G W. Stambaugh and
Bro. Lapp, of McCool, met with the few members
at this place in council. Aug. 11, Bro. Stambaugh
preached two very interesting sermons. The mem-
bers were much edified. One dear soul was baptized.

Brethren D M. Fike and Daniel Hiney, of Thayer
County, were wilh us Aug. 7 and 8. Meetings were
held on Saturday evening Sunday morning and even-

ing. The services were much appreciated by all

present

—

tVarze/ Scy'or, Aug. g.

--~* CORRESPONDENCE i

From Brooklyn, N. Y.

1ST evening, about 9 P. M., we, for the first

time, dedicated Brooklyn Bay, as a place of bap
thm for our Brotherhood. Sister Engler and her

oldest daughter, who, for some time, were waiting

to be baptized into Christ, were received into fel-

lowship. We met in the Mission Rooms about 8

A. M., and made the necessary preparations. Most
of the members and a few others were present.

We then went to the appointed bathing-place, and
performed the sacramental rite as usual.

Returning to the Mission Rooms, we had a sea-

son of thanksgiving; and also an earnest prayer for

the future, that we all might do good and that God

Ml

would save many souls. We are glad some breth-
ren come and assist us in preaching, especially on
the street corners. We could employ over one hun-
dred of our ministers very profitably in this work
every day. Who will comef You can have about
as orderly congregations, here on the streets, as
they have at many places in meetinghouses, and
the city always sends an officer along, to keep order.
Brethren, you could turn this great city into one
vast meetinghouse. Ask the Lord what you ought
to do in the matter. Q. Hope
Aug. 4. __^^___

From Jubbulpore, India.

Respected Readers c] the Gospel Messcngir:—
It affords me pleasure to inform you of my pleas-

ant visit with Bro. W. B. Stover, of Bulsar, as your
rcLresentative in this dark land of need and dis-
tress. I was pleased to find that Bro. Stover, with
his wife and Sister Ryan, are engaged in active
work, surrounded with hundreds of hungry people
to be cared for. It would be gratifying, indeed, for
many at home to see these dear Christian people work
and administer to the wants of the famine-strick-
en, who are clinging to them as children do to their
parents. As the natives have the utmost confidence
in the missionaries, and also their native helpers,
the work moves along without a jar. United as they
are, the outlook seems very promising. As true
representatives of their people at home, it is encour-
aging to know that their friends at home do sup-
port them and forward means to help others. May
the Lord bless them all abundantly and give them
a long and successful career in their Christian work.
I am sure that the money sent to them will be prop-
erly used, and will prove a blessing to the givers,

according to the divine promise, Geo Lambert.
Ju'yis-

_

Notice to the Churches of Middle Indiana.

As the committee of arrangements for the coming
ministerial meeting has given the lodging of the
people into my care, I desire that all those who ex-
pect to come by rail, and who can conveniently do
so, notify me by mail not later than Sept. 15, giving
the name ot the church and the number for whom
lodging will be required. This will enable me to

facilitate my work and insure a good lodging place

to all. Address me as below. John L Kline.
Sevastopol, Ind.

Sunday School Meeting.

The Sunday school meeting of the Middle Dis-

trict of Pennsylvania is to be held in the Brethren
church at Everett, Pa., Thursday and Friday, Sept.

9 and 10, 1897:

The following subjects will be discussed:

I. " What is Necessary to Make Every ' Teacher ' a Teach-

1. "The Duty of Every Church Member to Attend Sunday
school. How Can They be Made to Realize II?

"

3 " Use and Abuse of Lesson Helps."

4. " What tbe Home Can Do for the Sunday School, and

5
" Weak Points in Sunday School Work, and how to Rem-

edy Them."
6 "Soul Harvesting in tbe Sunday School,"

7. "The Sunday School as a Promoter of Character."

8. " How to Make our Sunday School Workers More Nu-
nerous and More Efficient."

9.
" How Best to Promote the Social Feeling in the Sunday

School."

10. " How to Counteract the Evils of Week-day Influences."

All the Sunday school workers in the District

hould be present at this meeting, from beginning

end. It will also be profitable for those who
ought to be workers, and those who expect to be-

e such. This invitation is not limited by the

District lines. The elders and ministers are espe-

lly invited. Their presence, influence, and help-

ful counsel will be a great benefit to the cause.

The object of this meeting is to encourage and

strengthen the laborers in this field of the Master's

vineyard. May God bless it to this endl

Wh. Bebrv,
Chairman of Committee,
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Home at Last.

Eleven months have gone by since 1 lefl

my home. Those monihs have been filled with

experiences of a mixed character, some full of

joy and peace, and some where sorrow gained

the ascendancy. This was especially true in a

few cases where members had failed to adorn

their profession by a chaste walk and a godly

conversation. O how necessary that we let

our lights shine before all classes of people!

I feel thai I have great reason to be grateful

to our Father in heaven, because of his contin-

ual care of me. My method of work is not cal-

culated to cause people to act in a hurry, as

far as uniting with the church is concerned,

bat I am fully convinced tbat the Bible course

is the safest in the long run. True, the emo-

tional nature is not appealed to in this way —
but the intellectual is. Exhortation is allright,

when it has been preceded by a Bible course,—

but to have people make a profession of faith

in Christ, and unite with the church before

ihey have an intelligent knowledge of the true

principles of Bible doctrine, has proved dam-

aging to those who have come to the church

under too much emotional pressure. The

more fully any one is taught in the Scriptures,

the more that one will enjoy the Christian ex-

perience and work in after-life. My mission

is to teach the Bible lessons, or sow the seed,

and others can do the reaping later. Then we

can rejoice together.

My time of work cannot be very long any

more, but as the time of my departure comes

on, nearer and nearer, I look with joy to the fu-

ture of the Lord's cause.

While there are good reasons that we all

should guar! the cause of Christ with jeal-

ous care, yet we see so many consecrated hearts

among our young brethren and sisters, that it

inspiresconfidence and hope. All should real-

ize that we must be miniature Christs, As

Christ was the light of the world, so must his

followers now be. Each one must walk in the

light, as Jesus was in the light, in order to fill

our mission in the world. Every member ought

to live and work as though the whole success

of the Lord's cause were depending upon

him. Then, too, each one should feel that he

is but an unprofitable servant, — only having

done his duty. An earthly home is pleasant,

but the heavenly will be far in advance of this.

A. Hutchison.

Art. 26, Minutes of Annual Meeting o'. l88g,

reads as follows: "In order to guard against

irritation among railroad authorities, would it

not be best for the Committee on Arrange-

ments for each Annual Meeting to arrange with

the railroad companies, near to whose lines the

meeting is to be held, or whatever railroad offi-

cers or other person shall act as our general

agent for the ensuing year, to secure rates for

the meeting, arrange time when tickets be put

on sale, and extend time they are good, and re-

port as early as practicable through the Gos-

pel Messenger? Arts.—We decide that D.

L, Miller act as our general agent, and that a

brother in each Passenger Association be ap-

pointed to represent us beiore said Association.

The above was passed."

In view of this plan, adopted by Annual
Meeting, and since some unpleasant results

have followed when ceitain persons have taken

it upon themselves to arrange rates, the Com
mittee of Arrangements for 1898, very urgently

request all brethren, and others, to leave thear-

ranging of rates, etc., to the Annual Meeting of

1808, where it belongs, vis., in the hands of the

Committee of Arrangements and Bro. D. L.

Miller. By a happy coincidence, Bro. Miller

is not only our General Passenger Agent, but

also Foreman of the Committee of Arrange-

ments. The committee intends to do all in its

power to secure satisfactory rates from all

parts of the Brotherhood.

By order of the Committee of Arrangements,

I, Bennett Trout, Sec.

Lanark, III.

From North Dakota.

I am called upon to say what I think of that

country, I think tb^t the country is all right

for persons who go there with a view of taking

the country as it is,—but those who go there,

expecting the temperature of the weather and

the habits of the people to come up to their

idea and liking, will be disappointed. Th

As to a high or alow temperature, wet
have no control over these,—but we can

range our matters according to the climate

which we live. Here is where a great i

provement might be made by persons n

have little means. They should invest in such

property only, as will leave them mor

enough to secure the necessaries of life,

protect them against the blizzards. These will

come, and people must provide for them, This

done, and you are all right. The country is so

"wide out," that a piece of ground, con'aining

160 acres, looks very small, and therefore some

make an effort to secure more land. Then,

when the stock of money is exhausted, the immi-

gration agents and even the Publishing House

may lcok for a scolding.

The quality of the soil is not surpassed by

any that I have seen. The immense crops of

wheat, oats, barley, potatoes, etc, will at once

settle the soil question Poor farming gives

yields, while good farming will always

give good crops.

As to the church, you would have felt as if

iu were in some of the old and large congre-

gations of the East, had you been at the love

feast in the Cando congregation, July 24. That

country is all right for those who suit them-

selves to it, A. Hutchison.

MINISTERIAL PROGRAMS.

First District of Virginia.

The following is the program of the Minis-

terial Meeting of the First District of Virginia,

to be held in the Peter's Creek congregation,

Roanoke County, Va., commencing Saturday,

Aug. 28, 189.7, at 9 A. M.

:aching, on Friday before, at 8 P. M.
•What Relation has the Body to the

t in Conversion? "—B. F. Moomaw, R. T.

Akers, J. F. Keith.

'What Method to Pursue, to Obtain Gos-

pel Plainness and Less Changing after the

Fashions of the World."—W. H. Naff, Jeremi-

ah Bamhart, Wyatt Reed.

. "How may we Best Induce Church Mem-
s, especially the Laity, to be More Active

the Interests of the Church and Her
Work? "—Jonas Graybill, C. A. Williams, L.

E. Brubaker.

'Define Gospel Giving."—T. C. Denton,

H.Ikenberry, Jno. Duncan.

5. "Harmonize 1 Cor. 14: 34, 35; I Tim. 2:

,12, with I Cor. Hi Si a°d define the Sis-

rs" Work in the Church."— P. S. Miller, J. A.

Dove, M. A. Flora.

' Importance of Unity in the Local

Cburch and the District."—J. W. Eller, J. P.

Leftwich, Geo, Bowman.

J. B Naff, f
Isaac Bowman,

|

J.F. Dbnton, [-Committee.
Z. Keith,
D. N.Ellhr, J

Northern Illinois and Wisconslo.

The Ministerial Meeting is to be held in the

Waddams Grove church on Wednesday, Sept.

I97, at 8: 4S A. M. It is desired tbat

be a full representation from the various

churches of the District. Especially is it de-

red that every minister be present, Let us

have the best meeting ever held in Northern

inois. We can do so if we try.

Those coming by rail had better arrange to

get off at Waddams Grove Station.

2. "How may a Minister's Wife be a True
Helpmeet to Him?" — Lizzie Miller, Delia

Keltner.

3. "Suggestions for the Rapid Development
of Young Ministers."—David Rowland, Frank-

lin Myers.

4. "The Essential Elements of a Good
Meeting."— C. P. Rowland, Lewis Keltner.

5. "How to Make Council-Meetings both

Interesting and Profitable,"—John Heckman,
D. M. Miller.

6. "The Duties that Elders and Ministers

Owe to the Sunday School."—J. H. Moore, J.

S. Snively,

Evening Sermon, 7 P. M,—" Church Mem-
bership,"-—Levi Trostle,

Owing to the inability of Bro. C P. Rov
land, to be present at the meeting, and also

the absence of Bro. Levi Trostle, from Illi-

nois, the Committee have substituted breth-

ren Samuel I. Newcomer and J. G. Royer in

their places.

I. Bbnnett Trout, Secretary.

Lanark, III.

Second District of Virginia.

The following is the program for Minis-

terial Meeting of the Brethren of Second Dis

tri:t of Virginia, to be held at Linville Creek

church, on Thursday and Friday, Aug. 26 and

27:
Thursday Forenoon, 10 o'clock.

Address of Welcome.—J P. Zigler.

Missionary Work, thirty minutes.—I. N. H.
Beahm.
Topic.— " Misdirected and Unappreciated

Effort."— H. C Early, Abram Thomas, D. C.

Flory.
Thursday Afternoon, z o'clock.

Question. — " What is Necessary on the

Part of a Minister to Have the Inspiration of

the Spirit While Preaching?"—J. M, Cline, F.

A. Yankey, J. E Blough.

Topic for General Discussion.—" Best

Methods for Conducting Sunday Schools."

Preaching, J :jo P. M.

BERGER.— In the bounds of the Sugar
Creek Church, Ohio, July 11, 1897, Bro. Jacob
D. Berger, aged 83 years, $ months and u
days. Deceased was born in Pennsylvania

Jan. 30, 1814- He was married to Mary Lint

June 3, 1837. Their union was blessed with

two sons and three daughters. His wife pre-

ceded him to the spirit world eleven years

ago, His children were all present at his

funeral. All are faithful members of the

Brethren church. Bro. Berger was a member
of the Brethren church for sixty five years

and was an earnest worker. Surely he will

be missed! Funeral sermon by the writer to

a large concourse of people.

Reuben Shrovbr.

BIXLER. — In the bounds of the Tusca-

rawas church, Ohio, June 25, 1S97, Bro. David

Bixler, aged 71 years, 11 months and 4 days.

He was married to Rosanna Cox, March 25,

1852. To this union were born two children,

only one of whom is living. His wife pre-

ceded him to the spirit world thirty- four

years ago. He was joined in marriage to

Rosine App, April 27, 1865. To this union

were born three children, one of whom is liv-

ing. He united with the Brethren church

about five years ago, and proved to be a con.

sistent and faithful member until death. He
was anointed some time before his death. Fu-

neral sermon by the writer

Friday Forenoon, g o'clock.

Topic—"Ministerial Deportment."—E. D.

Kendig, E. L. Brower, S. N. McCann.
bstion.—"How Can We Make the Ser

at Our Love Feasts Most Interesting

and Edifying?" — P. S. Thomas, J. Carson

Miller, John L. Ryman.

Afternoon.— Time Left to the Meeting.

Question.—"How to Secure Our Children

for the Church, and Promote the Spiritual

Growth of Young Members?"—S. A. Sanger,

W. B. Yount.

D. Havs, )
B, W. Nuff, I Committee

J. W. Wampler,)

-***>>MATRIMONIAL-*^

FURGESON.—At Erie, Whiteside Co., Ill,,

July 29, 1897, Sister Elizabeth Furgeson, wife

of Bro. Ashley Furgeson, aged 69 years, 10

months and 26 days. Deceased was a con-

NEEPER—BLOSSER. — At the home of

the bride's mother, near Kalida, Ohio, July 21,

97, by the undersigned, Mr, Walter A. Neep-

and Miss Ida J. Blosser. P. H. Beery.

KNEPPER—LANDIS —At the residence

of the undersigned, July 29, 1897, Bro Ed
ward M. Knepper and Miss Mary E. Landis.

D. H. Walker.

.. FALLEN t ASLEEP

MYERS.-In the Cedar Creek church, De

Kalb Co., Ind., July 23, 1897, Bro. Benjamin

Franklin Myers, aged 60 years, 9 months and

I day. Deceased was born in Lehigh County,

Pa., in 1836. He was the son of Nathan and

Leah Myers, the second son of a family of six

sons and two daughters, Five brothers and

one sister survive him. He leaves a wife,

three sons and five daughters. Funeral ser-

vices were conducted by Bro. Jeremiah Gump,

from Rev. 14: 13. C, G. Fair.

ADAMS AND PAMPHEL. — Near Ollie,

Iowa, Aug. 3, 1897. Mr. Pierce Pamphel's

three girls, Ethel, Myrtle and Emma, accom-

panied by Jessie Adams and sister, went to the

pend a few hours. The day being

very warm, they thought they would enjoy

rading in the water. Little Jessie, aged ten

years, got beyond her depth. The others,

rushine to her rescue, also lost their lives,

The eldest Adams girl saved herself by swim-

ming to shore, while the other four were

drowned. Annie Ethel Pamphel was bom

Jan. 27, 1882, and died at the ane of 15 years,

onths and 6 days. Corena Myitle Pamphel

born Aug. 29, 1883, and died at the age

of 13 years, 11 months and 4 days. Emma E.

Pamphel was born Oct. 19, 1885, and died at

1 he of nth.

BERKLEY.—In the Johnstown congrega-

)n, July 23, 1897, Sister Rebecca Berkley, rel-

t of Bro. Jacob .Berkley, aged 89 years, 7

months and 5 days. Her health began to fail

time ago, but she was able to be about

until the day before her death, when they

found her dead in bed, on the morning of the

23rd. Deceased has two sisters and one broth-

ing. Interment was made in the Berk-

:emetery. Funeral services by brethren

Silas Hoover and David Hildebrand.

A. J. Stbavbr,

THARP.—In the Nevada church, Vernon

Co., Mo., July 5, 1897, Perry Tharp, aged about

64 years. He leaves a wife and six children.

Funeral services by Bro. Leslie, assisted by

the writer, from Rev. 14:13.
D. D. Wine.

MOSS—In the bounds of the Lick Creek

church, Clay Co., Ind., Aug. 1, 1897, Mattie H.

Former, aged 32 years, 2 months and 17 days.

She was married to A. M. Moss Jan. 6, 1887.

This union was blessed with 5 children, one of

whem died in infancy. Little Charlie went

home just twelve days before his mother,

aged three years, jo months and 28 days. She

leaves a dear husband and three children.

Funeral services were conducted at her home
by Bro. J. E. Frederick. Text, Amos 4: 12

She was laid to rest in the Moss cemetery, by

the side of little Charlie, Dora Mitchel.

days. These three were the only daughters

this family. Two brothers, a father and a

epmother are left. The funeral services

;re held at the Brethren church on the fol-

lowing day, conducted by Eld. John Gable,

from 1 Sam 20: 3 It was the largest funeral

held at this place. After the services the

laid the

MORRIS.—At North Liberty, Ind., Aug. 4.

1897, of consumption, Sister Lydia A. Morris,

wife of Walter A. Morris aged 34 years, 10

months and 15 days. She was a consistent

and devoted Christian mother, and died in the

triumphs of faith, Services by the writer,

Daniel Whitmbr.

SIPLE.—At her home, three miles north of

Nevada, Mo., May 25, 1897, after a long ill-

ness, Mrs. Mary J. Siple, wife of E. Siple,

aged about S4 years, She leaves a husband

and four children. She was born in Ohio, and

after her marriage moved to Missouri. Servi-

ces by the writer, from Job 14: 14.

D. D. Wine.

PITT^FORD.— In the City of Anderron,

Ind., Aug. 5, 1897, William Pittsford, aged

41 years, 3 months and 2 days. Mr. Pittsford

was a kind neighbor and true friend, and as-

sisted materially in the building of the Breth-

ren church at this place. Funeral by the

writer, from John 11: 28, J, S, Ax-ldrepg*.
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PLATT. — Near Lacey, Mahaska County,

Iowa, Aii?. I, 1897, William R. Piatt, infant

son of Mr. and Mrs. Piatt, aged 9 months and

5 days. Funeral at their house by the writer.

S. P. Miller.

WOLF. — At Libertyville, Iowa, July 30,

1897, Bro John Henry Wolf, aged 31 years, 8

months and 6 days. Deceased was a son of

Eld. Abram Wolf. He was born in Keokuk
County, Iowa, removed to Jefferson County,

and, in 1891, was united in marriage with

Katie Rodibaugh. In 1893 he, with his wife,

united with the Brethren church, of which he

was a consistent member. He was afflicted

for over seventeen years. Funeral by Bro, D.

Holder. James Glotfelty.

FLORY. — At his home in Martin, Nebr.,

July 25, 1897, cf apoplexy, B. F. Flory, aged

65 5 cars, 3 months and 9 days. Deceased was

bom in Augusta County, Va . April 16, 1832.

He came to Iowa in 1855, where, in 1856, he

was married to Sarah Wine. In 1882 they

moved to Nebraska. His wife, with two

daughters and six sons survives him. Funeral

discourse by Mr. L. M. Calvin, of the Chris-

tian church, from Job 14: 14, first clause,

E. M. Flory.

MAUST.—In the Meyersdale congregation,

Somerset County, Pa , Aug, 7, 1897, Sister

Elizabeth Maust, aged 76 years, g months and

25 days. Her maiden name was Saylor, of S..„l.'.'4

inection ther

large nu nber in this immunity The older
'.' ""'

;

stock w re, by profe ssion, Mennonttes. In

1845 she Bro. Peter P. Maust.

A few ye ars after their maTriage both came to
',""

the Brethren church, a

and faithful members l ntil death. Bro. Maust ['or

passed a way in 1888. To this union were "''j,;;

born twe sons and on e daughter, all worthy uni

member of our beloved Fraternity. The sec-

ond son, Samuel P., is a minister in the sec- ,,,, ,, ,

ond deg ee. Sister M ust died at her daugh- <>,( s.

whoi sNe*

Funeral occasion improved by the writer and

Eld. W. A. Gaunt, from Rev. 15: 1-4.

C. G. Lint.

WAGONER.—In the Nevada church, Ver-

non Co., Mo., July 20, 1897. John Oliver Wag-
oner, son of Broher Isaac and Sister Marth;
Wagoner, aged 19 years, 5 months and 2:

days. Deceased had been an invalid for

twelve years, a great pnrt of that time being
almost blind, but he bore his sufferings pa-

tiently. Services by the writer, assisted by
Bro. Leslie, from the words, "The Master is

come and calletb for thee." John n: 28.

D. D. W ne.

SNIDER.—In the Lafayette church, Ohio,

July 8, 1897, Mary J. Snider, aged 59 years, 10

months and 29 days. In early life she united

with the Brethren church. Oct. 19, 1865, she

was united in marriage to W. P. Lentz, To
this union were born four sons and four

daughters, who, with the husband, still sur-

vive her. Funeral services conducted by Eld.

Samuel Driver, assisted by David Byerly.

G. A Snider.

ANNOLNChJVlbM^ '

DISTRICT flEETINGS.

,
.Sugar Crank, Wlilll.-y »

CUUItf'H I)TIi/CfTin:v.

Los Anacles, CYr'. — No. 238 South Ha:

Chicago, Jit—183 Thirteenth Place. Serv-

Baltimore City Mission.— 1 108 Towson

> ADVERTISEMENTS

«

Europe and Bible Lands.

Not all can go to foreign lands and see for

themselves the many interesting sights pre-

sented to the observant traveler. Many have

neither time nor means to spend in that direc-

tion, and yet they would like to know some-

thing about the world at large. To such we
recommend "Europe and Bible Lands."

With those who are interested in Bible study

this work will always remain a favorite.

Those who have read the ordinary book ol

travel will be surprised to find "Europe and

Bible Lands" of thrilling interest for both old

and young. Those who have not yet secured a

copy of the work should embrace this opportu-

nity of securing it, Price, in fine cloth binding,

only $1.25 per copy, post-paid. To agents who

are prepared to push an active canvass ol the

work, we are willing to give special induce-

ments, For particulars address:

Brrthren Publishing house,

Ml, Morris, III,

The Church Manual.

This little work, by Eld. H. B. Brumbaugh,
ves thorough information on the various top-

s treated, in a concise and comprehensive

Contknts; Declaration of Faith; The Sab-
bath; Loyalty to the Civil Government; Non-

ance; Anointing the Sick; On Taking the

Oath; Temperance; Conformity to the World;
Church Government; The Church Visit; Church
Officers; How to Conduct Church Meetings;
Rules for Members in Case of Offenses; Sun-
day Schools; The Prayer Meeting; The Mar-
age Relation; Burial Service; Family Wor-

ship; Parliamentary Rulings.

Prick.—Single copy, post-paid, 15 cents;

:r dozen, (1.50, Address this office.

"Small Talk about Business."

A hankers business hints for men and
women. By A. E. Rice. Revised and en-

larged.

Business is money-making, The most mon-
ey is made by those who do not make mistakes.

Every mistake you make is a loss, to you or

to some one else, so the less mistakes you
make, the sooner you will be rich.

How not to make mistakes? It is explained

in the hook.

What to do, to be right, in the thousand and
one little emergencies that arise in business?

You learn it by the book.

The book is: "Small Talk about Business."

It is simple and comprehensive. It tells just

exactly what you want to know.
It is a book for those who have money to

book for moneymakers.
Iti ney-i

Elegant cloth bin

pages. By e

ing, gilt stamped;

The Lord Our Righteousness.

Eld. S. N. McCa nn's new book, " The Lord
Our Righteousness," discusses a great ques-

tion in an able manner. It is one of the books
destined to make a sensation among Bible

readers, and not one reader o( the MrcsSHNfiHR

sh-mld be without it. Bro. McCann has bad
the kindness to dedicate this excellent book to

the Home Mission Fund of the Brethren in

Ba'timore, Md. The object of this fund is to

raise money to build a much-needed house of

worship in that city. The profits from the sale

of this book go to this fund, so that every book

sold will add to the fund. The work contains

128 pages, is neatly bound in good cloth, and
will prove one of the most interesting books

yet put out by the Brethren. Price, 50 cents

Will be sent post-paid to any part of the Unit-

ed States. Terms to Agents, 40 cents each,

prepaid, in lots of three or more. Address all

orders to this office.

Do You Sing?
If so, have you examined the Brethren Sun-

day School Song Book? It is a well-arranged

and carefully-selected eollectioti of songs suita-

ble for the Sunday School, Prayer Meeting or

Social Gathering.

Thousands of them have been sold, and to

introduce the book this offer is made to Sun-

day School Superintendents and Choristers.

Order a copy, either round or shaped notes,

accompanied with 35 cents, the retail price,

ve will send the book and a coupon good
for 35 cents on the first dozen books or-

dered at the regular price, $3.60 per dozen pre-

paid. Address:

Brethren Publishing House,
Mt. Morris, III.

Baltimore City Church.

Our Publications.

Children at Work.—Weekly; well-illustra

d; contains the Sunday school lesson, with
explanation, etc, adapted to the understanding

lall children. No better publication can
be found for the little boys and girls of our
Sunday schools.

B following is the list of the periodicals,

Sunday School Helps, etc.

The Qospel Messenger.—A large, religious
weekly,—published in the iutercslol the Breth-
ren or German Baptist church and their only
recognized rhurch organ, Price, $1.50 per

The Young Disciple—An illustrated week-
ly for the young. This is one of the most in-

tcrestiug Sunday school papers published, and
should be used in all the schools within reach
of our people.

Stasia copy, per nnnum | „

Brethren's Family Almanac—Every fam-
ily should have this Almanac; complete In ev-
ery way, Price, per copy, 10 cents; special

terms to energetic agents.

Brethren's Quarterly—Prepared for all ad-
vanced classes. It contains the lesson teits
and a complete explanation ol the lesson

throughout. In preparing this quarterly we
keep constantly in view the needs of the
Brotherhood, aud aim to fully adapt it to their

Single sn

Juvenile Quarterly.—Prepared especially

for the intermediate classes. This Is one of the
neatest, aud best illustrated quarterlies pub-
lished. The pictures arc selected with freat
care, and every lesson is illustrated. The little

folks are delighted with it,

Single id .l..(1 „

Sunday School Supplies.—We keep any
thing that is used in Sunday school work,
Write us for prices on goods not adver-

Sunday School Reward Cards.—Our stock

of cards is large and presents a variety

in styles and prices so as to please all.

Please send us a trial order and be coa-

SJ6H Landiospe

Other Helps.—We are prepared to fnrnlsb

Bible Dictionaries, Commentaries, Maps, and

Bibles of every description. Always write is

before ordering elsewhere.

When ordering cards be sire to give lim-

ber ud price as well as the isme, • that thin
may b« • mistake,

BlBSBIXW FuiiiiBina BOOK,
Hint MphIi, HI
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LOVE FEASTS.

HOMESEEKERS'

EXCURSIONS
Red River Valley, Devils Lake, and

Turtle Mountain Regions

in North Dakota,

August 17, September 1 & 21,

From Chicago, Kansas City, St. Joseph

and Des Moines to points on

Great Northern Railway

In Northern Minnesota and North Dakota, in-

cluding Mayville, Crary, Devils Lake,

Grand Harhor, Churchs Ferry,

Leeds, Cando, Bisbee, Rol-

la, and intermediate

One]; Fare for the

Round Trip

plusS2.oo; tickets good for 21 days from dat

o[ sale, and goi>d for return any time withii

limit. This will enable parties to visit th

original Brethren settlements in North Dakot

just as harvest begins.

Those who wish to go on any of these excui

1 dates can get further particulars by ad

dressing

MAX BASS,

Doctrinal Outlines

Is a book of 77 closely-printed pages that is

growing in favor wherever it is known. It is a

work for ministers, Sunday school workers and
others, containing outlines on the following:

Historical, Doctrinal, Missionary, Secret Soci-

eties, Honnletics, Revivals, The Sunday School

The Home.

It is highly prized in Smyrna. (See page 41

of Messenger.) Order soon, as the number
on hand is limited. Price, paper cover 15

cents; cloth, 25 cents, prepaid,

Brethren Publishing Housk,
Mt. Morris. Ill

Teeter's Commentary

The prices on this popular and re-

liable Commentary have now been re-

duced to the following:

Cloth Binding, two volumes, - $4.00.

Half Leather, two volumes, • • 4.50,

Half Morocco, two volumes, - - 5.00.

Address: Brhth

Stnd for Sptdal Pricu to Agtntt.

JUNIATA COLLEGE.

The twenty-second year of Juniata

College opens Sept. 13, 1897, with in-

creased facilities for doing thorough

practical work.

The Faculty is composed of nineteen

Instructors and Lecturers.

The Bible Department, the oldest

the Brotherhood, will be enriched by

new instruction and courses of study,

The newly-revised Classical Coui

offers full collegiate training under

church influence and under the direc-

tion of competent professors.

The Normal English, Seminary, Mu
2 and Business CourseB present excel

lent advantages to students in these

departments.

Write for the new catalogue and e

sample copy of the Juniata Echo; both

11 be sent free. Address:

Juniata College, Huntingdon, Fa.

dos^alasjiPILSkH^^

o/i'ii -]ji|.|i"ii 1

iVI.tls'nl'sp"""

MlJply.' I!. \l \iiKS, l.o

.FREE FOR HAY FEVER..
CATARRH ASTHMA ASH HEADACHE.

timiuiI package.

The Holy Ghost and the Holy Angels.

This excellent work, by Eld. Daniel Vani-

lan, treats the natuie, office and work of the

Holy Ghost in a manner that will prove most

nteresting and instructive reading, No one

:an read this part of the little book without

being greatly benefited.

The chapter on angels is exceedingly inter-

esting, and will give most of our readers more
nformation concerning the celestial messen-

gers than tbey are likely to gather from

any other source within their reach. There is

member in the church who ought not to

read this little book, and especially ought the

preachers to read it, and recommend it to their

Price, 25 cents, or $2.40 a dozen, postage or

press paid by us. When ordering by the

dozen, give your express office, as well as your

post-office, The cash should accompany all

orders. Address this office.

IILAI'K SILK HATCH I'HAI.VS
»

Windsor
European Hotel,

TRIBUNE BLOCK,

4S to 153 Dearborc St. S. Grbqstrn, Prop.

CHICAGO, ILL.

One Fare, plus $2, for the
Round Trip

!

Visit Central North Dakota

Inspect the Harvest I

Secure a Home!

...HOMESEEKERS'...

EXCURSIONS
August 3 and 17,

September 7 and 21

Northern Pacific Railway

c. W. MOTT,
General Emigration Agent, N. P. R'y oc

ST. PAUL, MINN.
WM. H. PHIPPS,

PARKER'S GINGER TONIC
Tin- h"Sl i-uiv lur C..i]i.!l). W.Tik I.iiiims. India's-

JUNIATA BIBLE LECTURES

r PUBLISHING I

wonderful ™ rsr.

Do You Want Fine Stock?

REPORT

ANNUAL MEETING

!

The last Annual Meeting being

exceedingly interesting, by reason

of the many important topics dis-

cussed, all our members should

have a copy of the Report. Send
your order to-day ! Price, 25 cts.

per copy, or $2.50 per dozen.

Address this office.

The Old Testament as Related to

the New Testament and

Christ in Both.

t plainly show.

FROM DARKNESS'

Cap Goods.

Plattsburg College.

d"[iiu [ n

ty. OpODM 361

NEBRASKA

FARMs

LANDS.

ch is unsurpassed fur

muss, and is easily culti-

vated, yielding all va-

ri.-l.iesnf crops. That is

engcr Agent, 0. B. & Q. R. R-, Chicago.
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To the west of the northern part of India is the

country known as Afghanistan; a mountainous re-

gion about 6oo miles square, of great elevation, and

containing a population of nearly 5,000,000 people,

only a few of whom are more than partly civilized.

ere this territory adjoins the northwestern

part of India, is the celebrated Khyber Pass, ex-

tending thirty miles in a northwesternly direction,

cliffs on each side are from 600 to 1,000 feet

high, and from time immemorial it has been made
e or less dangerous by bands of robbers from

mountains. It is now reported that thousands
of Afghanistan warriors, from strong tribes, seem-

y under the command of a skillful leader, are

trying to make their way through this pass with the

purpose of threatening the interest of Great Britain

in the northern part of India. There are a number
of forts along this path, and these must be captured

before India can be reached. Great Britain is rush-

ing troops forward, and by this time has something
like 35,000 men on the border of India to guard her

interest. It looks at this time very much like a
war, and should it come to that, the matter will

probably end in the humiliation of the hostile forces,

and the adding of more territory to the vast domain,
already controlled by England.

Matters in Cuba seem to have taken a very pe-

:u-l'ar turn. Some time ago Weyler, the Spanish
General, announced that he had subdued the Cu-
bans in the western part of the island. This included
the vicinity of Havana, the capital. He then com
fenced aggressive measures with the eastern part
of the island. He had hardly commenced his oper
ations before the Cuban forces threatened Havana
itseU. They marched to within a few miles of the

P'ace, met a Spanish force, and generally defeated it.

They attacked the Spanish armies on their marches,
and even tried, in one instance, to capture General
Weyler, They also captured trains and vast supplies
of provisions, horses, cattle and arms from the Span-
ish. They seem to be well armed, move in small
bodies, are skillfully handled, and it now looks as
though they are going to wear the Spanish troops
out, though greatly inferior in numbers. War is a
bad thing at best, but this is war in its very worst
form. The sympathies of the American people are

with the Cubans, and the prospects of gaining their

independence appears more hopeful than any time
during the last year. They are fighting in order to

get from under the tyrannical yoke of Spain, and if

after they secure their freedom, they should strug-

gle equally hard to get from under the galling yoke
of sin, their island would soon become the spiritual

as well as the temporal paradise of the world.

The Lord often puts very valuable material!

where they arc difficult to find and still more diffi

cult to procure for use. This may well be said of

the rich deposits of gold in the Klondike region,

and is also probably equally true of the immense
beds of coal found in different parts of Alaska.

Bui another peculiar discovery has just been made
in this almost inaccessible part of the earth, and so

far as we know there is nothing like it in the world.

It is nothing less than a basin of pure oil, 300x50
feet, with tens of thousands of barrels of oil in sight,

A strong company has been organized to pipe the

oil to a convenient point, and (here it will be refined,

and then shipped to civilized lands. Near by is an
eleven foot vein of high grade anthracite coal that

will also be worked, and then, from the far-away ice-

bound land, from which years ago we thought no

good could ever come, we shall soon be receiving

the coal that warms our dwellings, the oil that gives

us light-, and the gold with which most people would
like to fill their coffers.. Just how much glory the

Creator is to receive from these great sources of

wealth, remains to be seen. It is more than likely

that in the greed and scramble for wealth the self

ishness of man will be chiefly manifested, while the

honor due the Giver of every good and perfect gift

will be forgotten.

Not for fifty years, probably, have the people be-

come so much interested in an exploration party as

they are now in the balloon expedition of Prof. An-

dree to the Arctic region. They took considerable

interest in Dr. Nansen's undertaking, and all the

reading world was excited when he returned, with-

out the loss of a man, having gone nearer the pole

than any known explorer who ever undertook the

perilous journey. Prof. Andree's method of ex-

ploring the uninhabited region is so different from

anything ever undertaken, that the world is watch-

ing the outcome with intense interest. On the nth
of July, in an immense balloon, standing, when

filled, 100 feet high, in company with two compan-

ions (and not one as stated before), he left the

island of Spitzbergen, and the wind bore his great

air ship off towards the Pole at the rate of twenty

miles an hour. He had with him a number of

trained carrier pigeons, and the next day he turned

one of them loose with a message. This message

indicated that he had made something less than 200

miles, and was still going towards the Pole. Two
days more of such progress, it is said, would place

him directly over the location of the Pole, a region

never before seen by human eye. Since that time

the balloon has not been heard from. If good for-

tune favored these brave explorers, they have prob-

ably solved the problem, in the interest of which

hundreds of resolute men have lost their lives, and
for which millions of dollars have been spent. It

was thought that the balloon was capable of remain-
ing in the air about thirty days, and ere this it has
landed somewhere, probably in Alaska or Siberia,

and the men, if yet alive, may be making their way
to civilization. At best it is likely to be weeks be-
fore we hear from them, and then when we do hear
we shall probably know more of that region which
Job calls the " empty place," out over which the
Lord has stretched the north. Job 26: 7.

Few people realize the wonderful

Missouri. The second greatest river of this country
flows through its center from west to east, while its

entire eastern border is washed by the Mississippi,

thus giving it an outlet to the Gulf, and thence to

the rest of the world. Its climate, soil, products

and scenery are amazingly diversified. It has been
said that Missouri could come as near living inde-

pendent of the rest of the world as any State in the

Union. During the last year Bro. S. Z. Sharp has

traveled over the State quite extensively, and writes

thus of its resources: " I have traveled some among
the churches in Missouri, of late, and am beginning
to get acquainted with the wondei

this State. I am acquainted with the great r

at Birmingham, Ala , mentioned in Messenger No.

33, and until lately I thought they were the most
important coal and iron deposits in the United
States, but two weeks ago I had the pleasure of in-

specting a coal mine in Morgan County, Mo., where
there is a coal-bed seventy-two feet thick,—the
thickest coal-bed in the world yet discovered. In

close proximity to this coal bed are vast deposits of

lead, zinc and iron. As this great storehouse of

mineral wealth lies between the two great and grow-
ing cities, St. Louis and Kansas City, it may sud-

denly be developed as was Birmingham. South of

this coal field, in Howell County, is an apple or-

chard of two thousand acres, known as the ' Olden
Orchard.' In Jasper County is a strawberry garden

containing fourteen hundred acres, aquiring over

ten thousand pickers during the season. I have

lived in the East, West, North and South, but I

never lived in a State so near an empire in itself as

is the great State of Missouri. I made a mistake in

not coming here when I started out in life, and I

think a great many other brethren did the same,

but we are trying to make the best of our life yet

left."

About 200 miles east, and a little south of

Mt. Saint Elias, Alaska, is Dyea, the landing

place for most of the men who are trying to reach

the Klondike gold regions. From here it is about

miles, northeast, to Lake Teslin, or Lake
:ns, as it is sometimes called. This lake is

reached by a mountain path, that is very difficult

travel at any season of the year, and in the win-

r it is wholly impassable to all save the strong

d experienced. After reaching the lake the gold

hunters make their way on flat-boats to the north

d of the lake, where they enter a stream that

flows into the Yukon River. A dangerous journey

of 500 miles down these streams brings them to

the gold fields, and when once there, it is more dif-

ficult to get out than it is to get in. At this time

there are said to be 10,000 men at Dyea, with no

prospects of going fuither before spring. This

means an immense amount of suffering, and proba-

bly hundreds of deaths. Only a few of the thou-

sands who risk their lives in order to gain a little

of the gold that shall soon perish, will ever be per-

mitted to realize their expectations.
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•ESSATS-*-

THE AB1DINO ONE.

Sour hearts are like a quiet village street,

Few and well known the passers to and fro;

Some like a busy city's market place,

And countless forms and faces come and go.

Into my life unnumbered steps have trod,

Though brief that ltfe, and nearing now its close;

At first the forms of phantasies and dreams,

And then the varied tread of friends and foes.

Coming and going—ahl there lay the pang,

That when my heart had blossomed and unlocked

Its wealth to greet the loved, familiar step,

Lo! it was gone and only echoes mocked

My listening ear. But 0! there came one step.

So soft and slow, which said, " I pass not by,

But stay with thee forever, if thou wilt,

Amid this constant instability."

Then in his eyes I saw the love I craved—

Love past my craving—love that died for me.

He took my hand, and in its gentle strength

I learned the joy of leaning utterly,

Still do the countless footsteps come and go;

Still with a sigh the echoes die away;

But One abides and fills the solitude

With music and with beauty, night and day.

— The Christian.

J S. FLORY

A brother's tendencies, his tastes, his thoughts,

his inner character, his loyalty, his desires to please

the people of the so'iety to which he belongs, his

aspirations, indeed the tenor of his real make-up

e more or less depicted

nity,-

of right

n partakes of the

e nearer will he,

and

of his dress. The deep

and the more truly his

real essence of Christi

in his apparel, conform to the true ideal of non-

conformity to the world, as held by the church to

which he belongs.

To assume a right to do otherwise shows great

weakness in character and a tendency to unwise im-

itations of a sinful and vain show. He that is " not

of the world " has a quiet, becoming respect for the

fitness of things in garb as well as in other traits of

character. A meek appearance may be sneered at

by those who, of themselves, are of little

quence, so far as solid society goes. In the world

there is a certain amount of " snobbery," and the

dude comes in play, as a necessary evil, in order to

attract brainless butterflies, that they might flutter

their short, useless lives out on a low plane of

worldly aggrandizement, but, in the name of all

common sense, what does a " child of a king " want

on that plane? He is born to walk on the royal

road, with garments pure and white,—unspotted,

untorn and of rich quality.

In the world, in general, it is not the devotees of

fashion or the gaily-attired ones that are the most

successful. Business men and men of enterprise,

who add force and character to legitimate trade, us-

ually are of a quiet, modest and plain demeanor.

It is the pckey, the bum, the all-around confidence

man, the gambler, the libertine, the genteel vagrant

and the shoddy part of society, in general,

down to the behests of fashion.

In the stronghold of the church it is especially

true that the successful ones in church work, church

attainments, and the available means of a prosper

ous religious life are those whose lives are consist'

ent to their profession and the peculiarities of

church discipline and church government. Know-

ing the doctrine, usages and practices of the

church, prior to a union with it, it does really savor

of a spirit of dishonesty, to vow allegiance and

then flatly refuse to carry out the demands of

that allegiance. In olden times it was said in

Holy Writ, " Better not vow at all than to vow

and not perform." Most assuredly this is true

now, both as to the Individual and the church,

How much better the church would be to-day, if

those, who have vowed, and do not, and will not

perform what their vows imply, were outside I The

church would be much stronger,— the power tenfold

more potent for good and the deluded non-per-

former of vows in a condition of absolute need,

»here the saving power of the Gospel might find

ccess to the heart more readily than when in the

hurchi in a state of self-deception or lukewarm-

less. It is a grave question of momentous import-

nce whether or not the church will not have to ac-

count for the sin of holding, from year to year, in

fellowship, such as prove, by their actions, that

they are unconverted to the saving efficacy of the

Gospel.

Disloyalty to the world and loyalty to the church

ould be the key note with every professed follow-

of the meek and lowly Jesus. In all armies disloy-

al and unpatriotic soldiers are a decided detriment.

Not only are they in the way as stumbling blocks,

but their lack of courage lends enthusiasm to the

enemy, and brings shame and reproach upon the

valiant army of true men whose every nerve is

strained for the right.

There is one danger that lurks in the experience

of many new converts. It is that of some matters

in themselves, apparently, not wrong,—yet, in their

tendency or spirit, not safe, and they exert an in-

fluence, unconsciously at first, in the wrong direc-

tion, so that, by degrees, the identity of the person

becomes lost to the distinctive features of Gospel

principles. Through this insidious temptation we

have seen those, who ran well for a time, gradually

become indifferent to former views and former

practices, until they land, full-fledged, into the lap

of the smiling, inviting world, and, Samson like, are

shorn of all strength.

Indeed, how much better it is to abstain from all

appearance of evil than to let our curiosity or fool-

hardiness prompt us to venture too near the yawn-

ing gulf beyond the verge of the precipice over

which so many have fallen. The safest ground is

that which leaves an ample margin for security be-

tween the line of Gospel grace and worldly sin.

Loi Angeles, Col.

WITHIN THE HOSPITAL.

who bo

wish you would give that tract to every one within

ipital. I have lent mine to several."

invalid told me how she had been cheered

by " The Blessings of Divine Association," anoth-

by the leaflet, " Helping Jesus," while
still

another said that the tract " Are You Prepared to

" had caused her to think more seriously along

that line.

God bless our tracts and the writers of them!

Until that day when all things are revealed, we may

not know how many sculs shall have been led into

the kingdom by their holy influence!

And now I have a suggestion for my sisters: We
e in the midst of earth's sweet blossom-time.

Why not have a flower mission of our own and

gladden the weary inmates of our hospitals with

their invigorating fragrance and luxurious beau,

ty? Some one has said that next to the innocent

little children, flowers are the divinest things on

earth, They certainly breathe sweet thoughts of

heaven to many a longing heart. Why, then,

withhold them from the weary shut in r One

day a sufferer told me that she could die easier

if she could now and then but gaze upon a blade

For the most part, we are

ilk within our gardens laden

1 rare lilies, and in our abund-

ance we do not pause to consider how even one bud

would bring joy and sunlight to some burdened

soul within the city's din. I wish each house wife,

who reads this article, would arrange a nice bouquet

with a slip of paper containing some Scripture text

attached, and take or send them to the many hos-

pitals throughout our land, and thus lay garlands it

the feet of Him who said: " Inasmuch

done it unto one of the least of the

done it unto Me."

Johnstown, Pa.

too selfish,

with sweet r

you have

INSECTS AS EXAMPLES.

BY SADIE BRALLIER NOFFSINGER.

had not been feeling well that day, and would

have preferred the quiet of my own home to tl

e of suffering and the sound of groans with:

the hospital, but I had promised a new supply of

tracts, and ere my visit was ended I felt that it was

good to be there.

This hospital is a commodious and elegant struct-

ure, but at the best, a hospital is a dreary place.

The women's ward was my objective point.

The first face I greeted was pale and emaciated;

yet the soul seemed patient and even cheerful be-

neath its heavy burden. As we conversed, she told

me how much^good that little tract, " The Ministry

of Sorrow" had done her. She said: "The time

was when my sorrow seemed very bitter and I well

nigh despaired; but since I am able to recognize

God's hand, it is all so different. Your tract has

helped me to look beyond the present, and I thank

God and you."

Close by her cot a young girl lay. The first time

I had seen her she was sad and fretful, but now her

face looked very calm. As she reached her hand

and smiled sweetly, I said: "The grace of God

seems to be bearing you up wonderfully." " Yes,"

she replied, "but it was not always so. You re-

member how I complained at first. But that little

tract has helped me." (She referred to "Secret

Prayer.") " I never knew that so much strength

was to be gained through prayer, but I have tried it

and am benefited. In a few days I must submit to

a severe surgical operation. You cannot know how

I shrank from the thought of it, at first, and how

my heart rebelled even against God, because He
suffered it to be. But I prayed for faith and the

nurse was kind and read to me sometimes; and very

precious to my soul have grown His promises, I

ALICE CROSS

I had the opportunity of

e busied himself spinnii

Is 1 watched the skill

nind was directed to the true

The likeness of the tu

The other evening

watching a spider, as h

web on our porch, I

which he worked, my i

example of it,—Satan,

very noticeable, for the cunning spide:

to catch the innocent flies, which buzz near enough,

—while Satan sets his net to entangle (or catch)

those who ignore the truths of the living God. The

spider, although small, can easily entangle a

grown grasshopper, so Satan can lay snares for

entangle, the most learned of men.

There are many snares laid for us, among v

are false teachers,—their writings and subtle

ings. Such persons say, " It is slavish to dip p«-

sons when baptizing." They try to

that sprinkling or pouring is " the true modern

form of baptism." They omit feet-washing, Lord!

Supper and the holy kiss, which we are also com-

manded to observe.

Talmage, in the Christian Herald of Dec. 18, 1894,

says, that if men went barefoot, as they did

cient times, and it were still the custom to wash the

feet, it would be all right, but as it is not, the act of

washing one another's feet is not necessary,

says that if we care for the sick, clothe and feed tb<

poor, there is no need of washing one another'

at Communion.
Those who omit the Lord's Supper, feet-washme

and the holy kiss, are said to break the whole \»

John 13: 14. " For whosoever shall keep the who

law, and yet offend in one point,—he is guilty '

all."

Those who to-day go buzzing after fashion •

folly, like the poor ffy, will :

net, whence there is no

can not free them, for, unles

obedience to Christ, and bei

we have no part

Many of my 1

ness between Satan and the spider,

tan spins a net to entangle those who go blindly

»

in search of pleasure, the spider spins his we"

be entangled 10 *

escape. Even deat»

1 we repent, and rend"

ome as little children,

iom of heaven,

i may not fully see the !*«"

1 this: s>
'
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catch the poor flies which are buzzing merrily in

the warm sunshine. Both do all they can; then

smile at their forlorn victims,

Another good example of insects is the grasshop-

per and the ant. Let us notice the grasshopper,

—

how gay it seemsl Let some one approach it, ever so

gently and it will run off immediately. So it is with

persons whose minds have been poisoned by the sub-

tle teachings of worldly ministers. If some brother

or sister tries to approach them with the Truth, as

shown to us in the Bible, they become frightened

and leave at once.

Now turn to an ant-hill! See how busily these

little insects work! Drop a morsel of food to them,

and see how eagerly they gather around it and drag

it into their storehouse!

The ant is the true example for Christians to pat-

tern after. Instead of scattering at the approach

of the Bible, they will come nearer, and try to learn

more of the dear, crucified Savior. Those who are

imitating the grasshopper now, had better learn of

the modest little ant, and prepare for the judgment.

These scenes may be seen in the warm summer

days, representing life. Now look at them in the

winter,—the time after death. The silly grasshopper

has lost all of his merriment, while the ant is enjoy-

ing the fruits of his labor. The grasshopper begs

for a morsel of food, or a bit of the hidden warmth,

but the ants, like the five wise virgins, refuse, saying,

" We have only sufficient for ourselves," so the fool-

ish little grasshopper, who has idled his time away all

summer, must now turn away in despair, like the

five foolish virgins.

The same is true of those who now reject the Bi-

ble They swarm to balls, shows, theaters and dan-

ces, and gaily dance away their time, thoughtless of

the judgment day.

On that day they, like the grasshopper, will beg

for a place in heaven, but the answer will be, " De-

part from me; ye that work iniquity." Vainly they

will implore one drop of water to quench their aw-

ful thirst. Alas! too late! No water can be given

them! There is a great gulf between them and the

righteous, and no one is able to cross that vast

chasm.

Michigan City, Ind.

CHURCH MUSIC.

In a late issue of the Sunday School Times Mr. Ira

D. Sankey has an article on "Sacred Song in the

Sanctuary," which is not only worth reading, but it

shows that things are not running very smoothly in

the popular churches, with their high-toned and

well-trained singers. Many of the fashionable

churches are becoming tired of their fine music, as

it is called. We cull this much from Mr. Sankey's

article: I have been greatly interested in the discus-

sion which has been going on for some time among
many leading churches of the West, especially

among Protestant Episcopalians, as to the use of

paid choirs in the service of the sanctuary.

The advocates of paid choirs and quartets assert

that music of the highest classical order is necessary

to draw people to the church, and that only such

should be used.

This has been met by the reply from Dr. , an-

other prominent clergyman, that classical music,

used in the church service, simply because of its sup-

posed drawing power, was only " high art helping

to debase worship, adulterate devotion, and dispar-

age the attractive power of the cross."

This is a fearful charge to bring against one of

the most popular and prevalent practices of a large

number of the churches to-day, and, if it is not true,

the man who makes it should be brought to book at

once.

But here comes a prominent dean of a great cath-

edral in the West, saying: "I am glad to see the

protest of Dr. to that pernicious idea that high

classical music is a very powerful auxiliary to suc-

cessful church work. Having felt that whatever we
give to God ought to be the very best, for more
than thirty years I have had in my church excellent

choirs, For fifteen years we have had a musical

service as refined and ornate as any I ever heard,

and yet I am compelled to say that it is disappoint-

ing. I ask myself, Will such music do anything to

convert those who hear it, leading them out of dark-

ness into light, and from the power of sin »nd Satan
unto God? I reply, unhesitatingly, it will not, or,

within the area of my experience, it has not."

Here is important testimony on this troublesome
and vexatious subject from those who have had
many years of experience, and, if their testimony is

to be taken, then what are we going to do about it?

I have been asked to give my views on the gener-
al question of how the service of praise should be
conducted in the churches, so that the best spiritual

results may be obtained. I know full well that my
views on the subject will meet with strong opposi-

tion from certain .quarters, nevertheless, with the

hope that I may be able to make some suggestions

that may be helpful to those who are troubled over

the question, I will venture to say a few things.

In the first place, I do not think it is a question

of whether the choir is a paid choir or not, but rath-

er whether the singers are Christians or not, and
whether they try to conduct the service of praise in

accordance with the spirit of the world, or in ac-

cordance with the spirit of the New Testament, as

indicated in Colossians 3: 16: "Let the word of

Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching

and admonishing one another with psalms and
hymns and spititual songs, singing with grace in

your hearts unto God,"

I am sure there is nothing more trying to a spirit-

ually-minded minister than having to contend with

a worldly-minded choir and organist, who insist up-

on singing what they call " high-toned music," but

which is too often simply operatic music, known
and appreciated only by those in the church who
frequent the theater and opera.

If I could not have a choir that would help in the

spiritual work of the church, I would let them all

go, and adopt the good old Scotch plan of having

precentor, a man with a good character and a good
voice, and let him raise the tune and lead the song.

In this case, you may be sure the tune will not be

of the latest, up-to date, opera class, but one of the

grand old songs 01 Zion, such as all the people can

and will sing,

The people should have plenty of hymn-books,

one-third the size of the ordinary church hymn-

book of to day, and at one-third of the cost, It has

been asserted by excellent authority that not over

one-quarter of the hymns in the large hymn-books

are ever sung. The Master hath said, " Go ye into

all the world, and preach the gospel," " And lo, I

am with you alway, even unto the end of the

world." If we observed this admonition, we should

not require such a large number of hymns to fit our

sermons as are included in many of the bulky hymn-

I think a great improvement might be made in

the singingr in many churches, if the minister would

speak about the hymn, when giving it out, and by

reading the hymn through in such a way as to inter-

est the people in it, and then, like Spurgeon, who

would have neither organist nor choir, join with the

precentor and congregation in singing it through to

the end.

This ought to encourage our people to continue

their opposition to both choirs and instrumental mu-

sic in the church. With a good leader and plenty

of books we can have music that will have some

spirit about it, and that we know will be pleasing to

the Lord. ^_
RAILROADS IN BIBLE LANDS.

A recent issue of the Independe?it contain some

interesting information concerning the present and

projected railroads and other improvements in the

Bible lands. We give the following, somewhat

condensed:

As is known Jaffa and Jerusalem are now con-

nected by a railroad, In the near future Beirut

on the seacoast, and that pearl of the Orient,

ancient Damascus, will also be joined in the same

way. Work has progressed so rapidly on this im-

provement that within a very few months the road

be opened. In the beginning it is thought that

it will take nine hours to reach Damascus; but a

projected consolidation will cut down the time to

four and a half hours. Other railroads are project-

ed from Beirut to Tripoli and Saida, from
Haifa and Acre to Damascus, and finally from
Egypt by way of Gazj and Jaffa along the coast to

Saida, and then via Horns, Hamath, Aleppo, to

Birejik, making connection with the Euphrates and
the Anatolian railroads. In connection with the

Syrian coast tramway road Tripoli-Beirut Saida,

branch roads are in contemplation to Der-el-Kamar,

Bikfaya and Ghazir, as also from Tripoli to Damas-
cus, for which road a Belgian company has secured

a firman from the Turkish government. The con-

templated Egyptian-Syrian road is also to be built

by a Belgian company. Among other plans of this

kind is included also the project of connecting Con-
stantinople, from Scutari, by railroad directly with

the leading centers of the Orient, Beirut, Damascus,

Jerusalem, Mosul, Diabekr, as also with Cairo and
Alexandria. If these projects are carried out, the

trade of Syria and Palestine will doubtless develop

to an extraordinary degree.

A similar project by the Turkish Government is

the building of the first motor boat for the Dead
Sea, which has been ordered from the house of

Schmitt in Rotterdam. Since 1893, there have

been one metal rowboat and one metal sailboat

used on these waters, belonging to the Sultan, the

owner of this Sea, and employed for business pur-

poses. As the sailboat recently was wrecked in a

storm, the new motor boat is to be finished in the

immediate future. It will be a petroleum boat, as i

coal can scarcely be used as a motive power in

consequence of the extraordinary depression of the

Dead Sea and the consequent heat. Petroleum as

a motive power is selected because it practically

makes no heat. The boat is to be fifty feet in

length, about thirteen feet wide and six feet deep,

drawing three feet of water. In the front there

will be a second cabin, and behind this the first

cabin, both on the deck, and together furnishing

accommodations for fifty passengers and a small

amount of freight. It is also to be used as a tug

for other vessels. The trips are to extend from

Jericho in the north, to Kerak, near the southeast

coast of the sea, a place that has in recent years

assumed considerable prominence, and is situated

on the plain of Moab. The Sultan has also fur-

nished the money for building a road from Kerak

down to the east coast of the sea. Through this

project the distance from Jericho to Kerak is de-

creased fully a day's journey. The principal freight

will be asphalt and salt.

by ;
km-iu

"Houses and fields and vineyards shall be possessed again

in this land."— The Lord, Jer.ja: /j.

The scared are always, like the poor, with us.

He who goes wrong on prophecies, frightens those

who study them not; so that he who touches the

divinely-prophetic garment and speaks the truth,

is often classed with those who turn the truth awry.

Aug. 25, 1897, a Jewish Conference will be held

at Munich, Germany, to consider the purchase of

Palestine, and rebuild the old country. Such men

as Dr. Theodore Herzl, Baron Edmond de Roths-

child (Ruth's child), Claude Montefiore, Rabbi

Hildesheimer, and Max Nordau are identified

with the movement to buy Palestine of Turkey and

rebuild Zion. This is not a movement to conquer

by force of arms,—nor yet a diplomatic scheme to

defraud, but a plain business effort, in harmony

with Jeremiah's business tact, nearly 600 years be-

fore Christ, when he bought a piece of land in

Benjamin, and carried the deed» with him to

Egypt. That was not mere chance,—not an insig-

nificant little land deal, but Jehovah was in it

for a purpose, which, 2,500 years afterward, he will

work out,
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All things point toward Palestine. The hatred

between Judah and Israel is fast disappearing and

the two people will soon wcrk together in perfect

harmony. Ezek 3;: i-za. David will be king

when Jesus comes. They shall have one shepherd.

Not only are things favorable to the Jews' re-

turn to Palestine coming up through the brains

and hearts mentally and socially, but things phys-

ically are getting ready. What means all this elec-

trical development? What means this tremendous

power to run trains swiftly, turn machinery, and

chase away darkness? In the application of elec-

tricity we have tight to dispel da'kness, heat to

cook foid and warm our houses, and power to

transport goods and people and move machinery.

He who refuses to see these wonders of prophetic

fulfillment, must indeed love to shut his eyes and

ears to the heavenly beauties.

The Sea of Galilee is about 652 feet and the Dead

Sea about 1,292 feet lower than the Mediterranean

Sea. Now a little thought will enable you to see

that a ship canal could be built from Accho up the

Val'ey of Esdraelon, using the Kishon River, on

Port Kndor. and enter the Sea of Galilee, at Tiberi-

us, thence flow down the Jordan River to the Dead

Sea. An outlet may be had for this water south-

ward to the Gulf of Akaba. If this latter is feasi-

ble (the foimer is), then see the tremendous water

power between the Mediterrane;

where dynamo* could collect all

and power for the entire country,

iel 48.

])o not smile in doubt. God made the Sea of

Galilee and the Dead Sea so much lower than the

Great Sea for some wise purpose.

The Jews have the gold and the bonds ready to

begin, as it were, to-morrow. They do not readily

turn to real estate the wor'd over; but they keep

nearly all their wealth in cash, because cash will be

more useful in their old horns than lands and hous-

Almost o-ery cc

glad to see the J

None, likely, will h:

Turkey needs cash,

Palestine from him. Projeced railways to the Per-

sian Gulf, and to connect Jerusalem with the trans-

Siberian system, are being considered. It is also

proposed to make Lord Roseberry, the son-in-law

of a Jew, king of Palestine. The four hundred and

seven prophecies of the Bible, as to the reunion of

the whole house of Israel, must come to pass, and

all the doubts in the world can not prevent them.

The millennial age will come by and by. Do not de-

spair, faithful Christian, for great will be your joy.

Cotton, Cat.

THE LORD'S SUPPER.

and Dead S<

edful light, heat,

5 given Ezek-

untry globe ild be

where.

nder their going. The Sultan of

ind doubtless the Jews can buy

I have been requested by a young minister in

our Fraternity to write out my thoughts on the

above subject, as I express them, when I speak on

the subject at love feasts and other occasions. This,

to me, seems somewhat difficult, first, because it

would make the article lengthy, and, secondly, I am
sure that I cannot put the same force or spirit into

the subject on paper that I can when I am in the

pulpit. I shall, however, attempt to give an out-

line.

When I began preaching, I was but a youth in

years, and especially so in the church of my choice.

Strictly speaking, I was not raised in the Dunker

faith. Father was a German Reformed, mother a

Dunker. About all my associates were either " Re

farmed " or Lutheran. Because of this, my feel-

ings towards the Dunkers were not the most favor-

able, so, when I came to the church, I had much to

unlearn, and a great deal more to learn. Among
the most difficult things for me to understand, or

grasp, was that, called the Lord's Supper, 1 was

taught, and so believed, that the Dunkers ate the

Jewish passover. Indeed, the Lord's Supptr is diffi-

cult to many of our young ministers, and even old-

er ones, too.

r a long time I would not preach on the sub-

ject at our love feasts, and, being pressed to do so,

I would say, I do not fully understand the subject,

and how can I teach others that which, to me, is

not e'ear? I would listen attentively to the old

brethren while they would, in their preaching, tiy

to clear the matter up, but, somehow or another,

light did not come. They would, from the Bible,

and also from history, try to show that it was not

the Jewish passover, but all this did not seem to

give what I wanted. I suppose they were too pre-

cise on the matter, as some are in explaining para-

bles, when every sentence and even every word

must have a spiritual signification. They would al-

low nothing to be thrown in, to elaborate the truth

s to teach. This I could qot do, and, conse-

quently, parables were not only parables, but mys-

teries to me.

After I began to look at them in a common-

sense way, as it seemed to me, they became useful

and helpful. So with the supper. I laid aside all

matter I could not then make use of, and began to

inquire into this, so that I could grasp or compre-

hend it. I started with this inquiry: Under what

dispensation of God's Providence am I serving, or

worshiping, as there were two,—Jewish and Chris-

tian? If under Jewish, then the law given by Mo-

ses must be my guide, whether in morals or re-

ligion, but if under the Christian, then the morals,

teaching, and examples of Jesus Christ, must be-

come the rule of my life. Accepting him in faith,

repentance, and baptism, I have made him the au-

thor, and he will be the finisher of my faith. Heb.

12: 2. I must, therefore, unajuivocally submit to

his teachings, and, as he taught by precept and ex-

ample, John 13: 15, I asked the question, Did Jesus

Christ, in the days of his humiliation, eat a meal

with his disciples, that would, either in i»s strong-

est or weakest form, convey the idea of Jesus hav-

ing ever eaten a meal with his disciples, that could

be termed a supper, or full meal? Matthew, Mark,

Luke, and John—the only biographers of Christ's

life and work, say he did, and place it among the

last acts of his life, and as the last before his cruci-

fixion. Mark well, they are not spoken of as hav-

ing taken plac^ during his ministerial life, not un-

til this last evening of his life.

Now, then, with whom did he eat this meal, and

whose feet did he wash, and to whom did he break

the bread? Was all this done at the same time, to

the Jews as Jews? I answer, No, not a Jew was

present as a Jew, but Christians, as we would call

them now,—converts to Christ. Jews and Jewish

customs were not before them. The feet-washing

that Christ engaged in, that evening, has no prece-

dent; therefore, new. Bread and wine, represent-

ing the flesh and blood of a person, were never

heard of before, in all the history; therefore, new.

These, therefore, must belong to the present or

Christian dispensation, and none other.

The above having been thus disposed of in my
mind, I asked, What of the supper we eat, at the

Communion services? Did Christ eat a meal in

connection with the Communion? I opened at

Matt. 26. Remember, I was not after the name of

an institution, but the institution itself (verse 20 of

the chapter above named), "Now, when the even

was come, he sat down with the twelve." (This

gave me time and position.) Verse 21, "And as

they did eat." (This shows what they sat down

for, vis., to eat.) He then said, " Verily I say un-

to you, that one of you shall betray me." Verse

22, "And they were exceeding sorrowful, and be-

gan every one of them to say unto him, Lord, is it

I?" Verse 23, "And he answered and said, He
that dippeth his hand with me in the dish, the

same shall betray me."

This narrative, as given by Matthew, portrayed

to me the fact that these people ate a meal in

common with each other, after the apostles had

prepared the same. Place a similar narrative into

fifty different daily newspapers, and, after being

read by their thousands of readers, the verdict

would be, This was a. full meat, and it would be, un-

hesitatingly, so declared,—undoubtedly so.

So I concluded that Christ ate a meal, and that a

special -meal, specially prepared, and special cir-

cumstances connected with it, such as feet-wash-

ing, the making known the betrayer, the breaking

of b'ead, representing his broken body. I turned

to Mark 14: 17. There the narrative was about the

same as that of Matthew. I therefore pass it by.

Luke 22: 14 I looked at this narrative. It

seemed not quite as clear as it might, and some-

what contradictory from the others.

I began to call up all the arguments I had heard

advanced by the preachers, based on ecclesiastical

history, back to Exodus, early Jewish times, etc,,

but I could not recall anything that would help me
on in this matter.

I therefore began to philosophize on this wise, Is

Luke writing concerning the same circumstances

as Matt. 21: i;-25, inclusive, Mark 14: 12-22 in-

clusive, and John 13: 12, and 21-28 inclusive? In

reading and comparing these Scriptures, I saw a

very strong similarity,— so much so that I decided

they were the same as Luke 22: 21. I learned that

thfy had a table, at which they were sitting, so, in

John 13: 28, we again have the table mentioned at

which they were sitting or reclining, Now, what

more c^uld we expect, descriptive of a meal or

supper, as Luke calls it (Luke 22: 20 and John 13:

2).

1. They went abcut preparing it. (This could

not refer to the bread and wine representing his

broken body, because of this nothing was known
until after supper. See Luke 22: 20).

2. They had a table on which they placed the

Supper.

3. To this table " he sat down with the twelve."

4 They ate this Supper together,— Christ and

his apostles,—after he had washed the disciples'

feet, and just before he brake to them the bread

representing his broken body.

This places the Supper between two acts, as plain-

ly described as any that Christ ever did perform,

viz., feet-washing and the bread and wine. Take

the supper out, and the chain is broken. "What
God has joined together, let not man put asunder,"

seems to come in place.

Now it matters nothing to me what you call this

ceremony. That a meal was eaten in the evening

of the day is an indisputable fact, and in connec-

tion with other sacred ordinances. Thus, in like

manner, partaking of like sacrednes5, my friends

would say to me, " Feet-washing teaches humility,

and it is so accepted."

Brethren, while I have no special objection to the

above, yet it is a question with me whether it is

just what Christ had in his mind. It is not strong

enough for me. Every one acquainted with human

nature knows that the greatest evil or obstacle for

the human race to overcome is caste, whether tribe,

race, color, or family. In feet-washing we have a

service that absolutely sets this feeling aside, if en-

gaged in in the spirit. See the lesson, John 13: 14,

15, 16. The last verse sums it up thus; "Verily,

verily, I say unto you, the servant is not greater

than his Lord; neither is he that is sent greater

than he that sent him." The lesson is, equaliza-

tion; no more Jew, no more Gentile, no more bond,

etc., but one in Christ. The bread and wine set

forth the broken body of Christ. What does the

Supper represent or teach? It is typical of the

great marriage supper of the Lamb. Feet-washing

is practical, and is applied to the present. The Sup-

per is typical, and relates to the future. Bread and

wine commemorate and refer to the past. So we

have, in these three ordinances, the past, present

and future represented. Luke 22: 16, " For I say

unto you, I will not any more eat thereof, until it

be fulfilled in the kingdom of God." That there

will be eating done in triumph, I gather from Rev.

19: 9,
" Blessed are they which are called to the

marriage supper of the lamb." The wedding not

having yet taken place, the type is not yet filled,

hence we eat in anticipation of that event. Now,

seeing that Christ ate a supper with his disciples, in

the night in which he was betrayed, why censure

us if we do as he did in that eventful night? What

will be the consequences if they are willfully left
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undone? Hear the Savior, "If ye know these

things, happy are ye if ye do them."

Brethren and sisters, it is always safer to do as

the Lord did, though we do not always fully com-
prehend the spirit of it. than not to do it at all, and

that, too, without any good or legitimate reason.

Let us continue to wash one another's feet, and, in

connection, eat a supper, and then partake of the

bread and wine, or Communion, and we shall sure-

ly have 1 he blessing.

Jfffeyersdale, Pa,

KEEP THY HEART.

BY A. HUTCHISON.

In Three Parts.—Part One.

" Keep thy heart with all diligence."—Prov. 4: 23.

It is clear to every careful thinker that human
beings are of such a make up, that they cannot be

happy without something to do, and our dear Fa-

ther in heaven, well knowing this, gives each one a

special work to do. Knowing the selfish nature of

humanity, he gives each of us a work that personal-

ly concerns self. That work is, to " keep thy

heart." This is of special personal interest to

each, and it is for the present and future good of

The apostle says, "Godliness is profitable unto

all things, having promise of the life that now is,

and of that which is to come " I Tim. 4: 8. Then,

seeing this work of keeping the heart is of such

great importance, we should keep the heart with

all diligence, for out of it are the issues of life,

As this work is of such moment, we ought to be

about it now, because now is the only chance we

will have. The wise man has said, ' Whatsoever

thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for

there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor

wisdom in the grave, whither thou goest." Eccl. 9:

10.

It sometimes occurs, in our business relations

here, that we make failures because we did not

know what turn of things was ahead of us,—and the

other man's failures are largely, if not wholly, the

cause of our failures. The keeping of the heart,

however, is a work over which each of us may ex-

ercise absolute control, for Je<u«, our banker, has

pledged his word to be with us even unto the end

of the world, if we abide in him. Paul says, "If

God be for us, who can be against us?" Rom. 8:

31. Again, we have him saying, "I will never

leave thee, nor forsako thee." tftb. 13: J.

But while we have all these great promises in our

favor, we rnust not forget that they are conditional

to us. 2 Chron. 15: 2, says, ''The Lord is with you,

while ye bz with him; and if ye seek him, he will

be found of you; but if ye forsake him, he will for-

sake you," Hence I repeat, we have the case ab-

solutely at our own disposal, for we certainly know
that, as long as we are in touch with Jesus, we have

the balance of power on our side.

If any one misses a happy state in the world to

come, it will be only because he failed to keep his

heart with diligence while he was in this world.

While the mistakes of others may have an influence

over us, yet they can on'y influence us to the ex-

tent that we yield to the said failures.

Prov. I: 10 says, " My son, if sinners entice thee,

consent thou not." Here it is shown that man has

the power to keep from yielding to the tempta-

tions. Jas. 1: iz says, " Blessed is the man that en-

dureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall re-

ceive the crown of life, which the Lord hath prom-

ised to them that love him."

The work that we have to do, is of more va'ue to

us than to gain the whole world. By allowing us

to be tempted, he is only giving us the means by

which id overcome. Then, and then only, can we
know anything of the glory of victory, and when
we are in the midst of temptation, we need not

think that our trials are greater than those that oth-

er people have to endure. The apostle says,

' There hath no temptation taken you but such as

is common to man: but God is faithful, who will

not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are

able; but will, with the temptation, also make a

way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it," 1

Cor. 10: 13.

Ag*in, we must remember that we are in the
hands of the Lord at all times, and yet he expects
us to be on duty, even if the thing to be done is ev-

er so small in our own estimation, and equally so in

the eyes of those around us. Jesus says, " He that

is faithful in that which is least, is faithful also in

much: and he that is unjust in the least, is unjust

also in much." Luke 16: 10.

From this we can see that what is counted for

true greatness, is to be faithful in the doing of

whatever comes to us to do, be it great or small.

In the keeping of our hearts, we may be called up-

on to perform many of the things which seem to be
too little for us.—but, doubtless, here is where the

telling work is done. God will help us, if we will

try to help ourselves. The last is first, and the

least the greatest.

THE LITTLE FOXES.

BY A. M. SHARP.

The little foxes that troubled the vineyards of

Palestine, in the days of Solomon, gave a great deil

of trouble to those that kept vineyards.

In speaking of the church of Christ, Solomon
looked forward to the time when he thought the

little ftxes would be troublesome to the church as

they were to Palestine. The apostle Peter calls

these little foxes, malice, envy, jealousy, strife, evil-

speaking, etc. Besides these, there is a little fox

that induces members to stay away from meeting,

because he can have a better chance to trouble the

vines when the members do not attend me-tings.

I wonder if the foxes in Palestine ever grt disap-

pointed in going up to a grape-vine for fruit be-

cause they saw a nice foliage or

are vines ( ?) in these days, that h

liage, but the Master will know ho

bear,

Well, thert

piety of fo-

u:h fruit they
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Gentiles Oivlng for Jewish Christians.—2 Cor. 9: 1-11.

Lesson for Septetnber j.

In this lesson we have brought together twi

classes of people who, before, had been at th

" outs." This division between them had been o

long standing, having its origin away back at th

call of Abraham, and, as time passed, and genera

tions came and went, it grew and became so marked

and intensified, that, in the days of Christ, they had

no dealings with each other,—not so much as to

buy and sell one to another.

This feeling was especially strong on the part of

the Jews against the Gentiles. That the Lord

called these people out from among their brethren

to be a separate people, for a special purpose, we all

know, and as to this purpose we have also been in-

formed.

nd looked for-s all right,

/ould be closer and more

: been possible without the

ws had lost sight of this

,
were standing in the way

. In the lesson we have

t enmity and bitter

nly on dealing terms, but

The Lord's purpose w

ward to a reunion that

desirable than could hav

separation. But the J

purpose, and, at the tim

of having it carried ou

these people, who had b

against each oth>

actually helping each other,—giving and receiving.

The first thing we want to look at is to see how

this great change was brought about, For a Jew,

as a Jew, to receive anything from a Gentile, was to

be defiled, and about this they were exceedingly

scrupulous.

Therefore, to bring about a change so radical,

there must be something to revolutionize the Jew-

ish mind,— and the same may be s^id, to some ex-

tent, of the Gentile. This was to be accomplished

through the religion of Jesus Christ, as, under the

force and character of the Jewish religion, the

change could Dot have been brought about.

Let us, for a moment, look at this new religion

and see how it worked. Neither the Jew nor. the

Gentile, unchanged, were fit to enter the new rela-

tion, because in it there was to be a oneness that re-

quired unification as the preparatory step. The
Jew must be " un-Jewed" and the Gentile " un Gen-
tilized." Hence, we have, in the new religon, the

ea of a death of the former self and the begin-

ng of a new life. This we have under the figure

of a birth,— of being born again. Nicodemus had
learned of this kingdom, and was desirous that he

ght enter it and become a subject, and went to

Christ for information. Because he was a Jew he
was told that, as such, he could not enter. "Ye
must be born again," he was told, because to enter

this kingdom was to become a child of God, a

member of his family. He was to be no longer a

Jew, but a " new creature." So it is with every one
who entered this new relation. He mu«t be born
into it, which meant that he had to die to that

which he had been before, and be born, as a little

child into the new family.

All being born into the same family, in the same
way, and by the same spirit, we have brought about

the oneness that characterizes the family life. At
the head of this family is God, who is the Father,

and in it we have Christ as the elder brother. As
we enter this family, the new relation is formed,

and the antagonism of former relations is de-

stroyed. So it does not matter what has been the

character of former relations. These are all

changed on entering into the new. And in the ne.v

there is union and peace in proportion, as the old

relations have been changed and the new have been

entered into. These Jews, up at Jerusalem, had en-

tered the new relation, and were Jews no longer,

but children of God. The Gentiles of Corinth had

also entered the new relation, and were Gentiles no

longer, but children of God, This made them one

in relation, desire, and purpose. Being now of the

same family, their interests were one. Thh placed

them in a position that they could give to and re-

ceive from each other. Therefore, when those at

Corinth who had b:en born out of the Gentile fam-

ily, heard of the want and straitened circum-

stances of those up at Jerusalem, who had been

born out of the Jewish family, they opened their

hearts towards them, and sent contributions for

their support. This is the spontaneous outgrowth

of the religion of Jesus Christ. It gives Christian

fellowship and oneness in interests.

The second thought is: How shall we give?

What shall be the character and motive? It is to be

done in this way: " Every man according as he pur-

poseth in his heart, so let him give: not grudging-

ly, or of necessity; for God loveth a cheerful giv-

er." This is very plain, and shows that it is a priv-

ilege rather than a demand. We are the ones that

are to be benefited, as the blessings come to the

ell the It npar.

sowing our fields. It is to be a voluntary act on

our part, with the understanding that if we would

reap we must sow. The giving is the sowing. The

blessings that follow are the reaping. If you are a

farmer, how much wheat would you sow per acre?

Would you sow a peck? "O, no," you say, "that

would be too litlle to expect much reaping from."

You know very well, that, unless you sow bounti-

fully, you cannot hope to reap a large harvest.

This is all right. A man should act wisely in these

things. Bat how is it about our spiritual sowing?

Don't we want to reap a large harvest for our souls

to enjoy?

Yes, we all hope for this. We have large expec-

tations, and so we should. If so, let us hear what

Paul says about it. "But this I say, He which

soweth sparingly shall also reap sparingly; and he

which soweth bountifully, shall reap also bountiful-

ly." This is also very plain. We all understand

this. What will we do about it? If we want a

large harvest, let us sow largely, and we will not be

disappointed. There will be no mishaps in the

crops we sow in the Lord's fields, It is all good

ground, and every seed sown will sprout, grow,

and bring a full ear of corn, Lord, help us all to

be better sowers! h. b. b.
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Tis such a little while we walk together

Along life's way.

Some weary feet that march beside us falter

Each passing day.

Dear friends that greet us in the morning va:

'Tis such a little wh>le for loving-kindness.

Or cold disdain;

To smoothe the way for weary feet that falter,

Or chide and blame;

A little while, and it were unavailing

Kind words to say,

For those that walked but yesterday beside us

Have passed away.

THE STORY OF THE LEV1TE.

BY G. J. FERCKEN.

I wish to show in this article some things that

were done in the temple at Jerusalem, which throw

light on the character of Jesus of Nazareth, and,

for the sake of vividness, I will let one of the Le-

vitts tell the story of what he saw as he attended to

his work during the time that Christ was in that

city. The Levites were the gate-keepers, vergers,

sacristans, choristers of the central sanctuary of the

nation. There is no irrelevancy, therefore, in mak-
ing a Levite tell the story of what he saw and heard

of Christ in the temple, seeing many of them lived

within, and never left its sacred precincts. We
shall not have to draw upon our imagination for

facts, but shall follow the narrative in the Gospels,

indulging only the fancy of making one person the

witness of the various scenes. Let us, then, listen

to the Levite's story:

I noticed, one morning, among those who came
into the temple, through the Nicanor gate, a young
man and wife, bringing their little baby-son, to pre-

sent him before the Lord, according to the law of

Moses. They were poor, and brought for their of-

fering a pair of turtle-doves, which I took and gave
to the priest to bi-rn on the altar at the morning
sacrifice. Just as the ceremony was over, a go^d
old man, just and devout, by the name of Simeon,

who was waiting for the promised Messiah, tottered

toward the young mother, took the babe in his

arms, and. lifting up his eyes to heaven, said,

" Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in

peace, according to thy word, for mine eyes have
seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before

the face of all people; a light to lighten the Gen-
tiles, and the glory of thy people Israel." Then he
gave the baby back to its mother, and said, " Be-
hold, this child is set for the fall and rising again

of many in Israel, and for a sign which shall be
spoken against. Yea, a sword shall pierce through
thy own soul, also, that the thoughts of many
hearts may be revealed."

Just then, an aged woman, who lived in the tem-
ple, and spent her time; in praying and fasting,
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came up, and likewise gave thanks to God for the

fulfillment of his promise to send redemption to his

people. I could not help asking, "Who is this?

Who is this child whom Simeon calls the ' salva-

tion of God ' and recognizes as the one through

whom the ' hearts of many sfuzll be revealed?
'

" But

no one could tell me anything more about him.

His father and mother went out of the temple, and

I could not learn what became of them. I often

thought about the wonderful words I heard, and

wished I knew what they meant, " through him the

thoughts of many shall be revealed." ... As I

went about my work, I kept asking myself, "Who
is this? " Several years passed away, and I had be-

gun to think I should never see the child again.

About twelve years after this, as I was sweeping

in the court of the temple, after the feast of the

Passover was over, and the crowds had gone to

their homes, I came to one of the chambers in

which the Rabbis held their school. The learned

men were sitting on their stone- chairs, which are

arranged in a semi-circle, and seemed to be greatly

interested in a bright boy who was asking them un-

usual questions for one so young, and listening

with eager attention to their answers. Attracted

by the appearance of the boy, I went in to hear

what they were talking about. While I stood

there, amazed at the wisdom of the boy, who was

only twelve years old, his father and mother came
hurrying in, looking very much troubled. I saw at

once that they were the ones who had brought the

baby to the temple years ago, and that this was the

boy Simeon took in his arms and called the " salva-

tion of God." His parents were very much sur-

prised to find him seated among the learned schol-

ars, and his mother went up to him and said, " Son,

why hast thou thus dea't with us? Behold, thy fa-

ther and I have sought thee sorrowing." He
looked up into her face with a strong expression,

and said, " How is it that ye sought me? Wist ye

not that I must be about my father's business?" I

saw that they did not understand what he said; and

I am sure /did notl Whom did he mean by "my
fatlier? " Is not this man his father?

After he had gone, I heard the doctors talking

about him, and saying, " Who is this boy? He is a

wonderful boy!" I could not help thinking about

him, and wondering what he meant by "my fa-

ther."

I grew more and more puzzled, and often asked,

"Who is this?" But no one could tell me much
about him. I did not see him again for a long

Eighteen years passed away. I was still at my
work in the temple. It was the time of the pass-

over. Jerusalem was in its glory. The streets were

crowded with people from all parts of the world

who had come up to attend the great feast. Inside

the temple the noise and pressure were, if possible,

worse. The outer court was covered with pens for

sheep and cattle, and the sellers were shouting the

merits of their beasts, and the sheep were bleating,

and oxen lowing, making it seem more like a mar-

ket than a house of God. There were men with

great wicker cages filled with doves; and, under the

very shadow of the arcades, close by the east gate,

sat the money-changers, with tables covered with

piles of coin, while, as they reckoned and wrangled

in their dishonest trade, their eyes twinkled with

the lust of gain. It was anything but a " house of

prayer." Indeed, the din and tumult were so great

that the services of the temple- worship were sadly

disturbed. It was useless to try to work any re-

form, for the priests were largely interested in the

traffic. Annas, himself, the high priest, gained

great profit from his dove cots on Mount Olivet.

While I was mourning over this pollution of the

house of God, which our fathers regarded as too

sacred for even a burden to be carried across the

court, I saw a young man come into the crowded
and desecrated court, look around him with sad-

ness and indignation, and then make a scourge of

small cords, and drive out the sheep and oxen, and
command those who sold them to take them hence.

Then he went over to the tables of the money-
changers, threw over their tables, and cried out
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with a loud voice that no one could resist, "Take
these things hence; make not my father's house an
house of merchandise!" . . . Instantly, I rec-

ognized the same voice which I heard eighteen

years before, say, " Wist ye not that I must be
about my father's business?" I saw in the man
that unearthly expression which I had noticed in

the boy when he spoke that word " father."

After he was gone, I kept wondering over his

strange words and trying to understand what he

meant by talking about " his father's business'' and
" his father's house." I thought Joseph of Nazareth

was his father. . . There was some great mys-
tery about him which I could not comprehend.
11 Father," " father." Whom did he mean?
The next time I saw him, was at the feast of tab-

ernacles. He suddenly came into the temple porch

where I was at work, and calmly took his seat and
began to teach the excited crowds that gathered

around him. The officers, themselves, came to

hear what he said, and went away, saying, " Never
man spake like this man," Somehow he seemed to

speak " with authority, and not as the Scribes.''

Everybody was impressed with his teachings,

They were somehow just what we felt we needed.

Once he looked up to the great candelabra, and,

pointing to it, exclaimed, "I am the light of the

world; he that followeth me shall not walk in dark-

ness, but shall have the light of life." I wondered
what that was, and wished I could have it. I

seemed to be in such darkness!

Early one morning, during the festival, I was
sweeping the court of the women, and saw him
come in. The people knew him, and instantly

crowded around him, eager to hear and see him.

He sat down to teach them. Just then the scribes

and Pharisees came, pushing through the crowd,

dragging a woman along with them. Her loose

hair was hanging over her crimson face, and her

garments were gathered hurriedly about her. We
all knew what her offense was. With hard-hearttd

cruelty they placed her in the midst of the throng,

and said, "Teacher, this woman was taken in adul-

tery, in the very act. Now, Moses in the law, com-
manded us that such should be stoned, but what
sayestthou?" He, instantly, saw their hypocrisy,

and knew that they wanted to get hold of some-

thing to urge against him. Looking into their very

hearts, he said, " He that is without sin among you,

let him first cast a stone at her." You ought to

have seen them sneak away! One after another

moved off, until all were gone, and the woman was
left alone with hrrh. He lifted up his head, and
said to the sinful woman, who was standing there

in her shame and tears, "Hath no . man con-

demned thee?" She said, "No man, Lord."

And then, with a look that seemed to read all

that was in her soul, he said, " Neither do I con-

demn thee; go, and sin no more." I cannot ex-

plain it, but I felt that he had a right to forgive

sins. Again I queried, "Who is this that forgives

sins, and calls himself the son of God? "

Another passover was at hand. Everybody had

heard of the mighty prophet that was filling the

whole land with the fame of his miracles. They
were anxious to see him. Some of those who went

over to Bethany said that he was coming to the

feast. The news spread quickly among the people.

Crowds hurried away to meet him. He came up

the hill into the temple As soon as he entered, all

the children took up the shout of the people, and

cried, " Hosaona to the son of David; blessed is he

that comeih in the name of the Lord." At once I

remembered the prophetic declaration of the

Psalmist, " Out of the mouths of babes and suck-

lings thou hast ordained strength."

Early on the morning of the preparation day, I

was busy getting ready for the great festival. The

chief-priests were already in the temple, and even

at hour of dawn, the gates were opened, and the

people beginning to come in. I was startled to

see a wild-looking man hurry across the court, rush

into the presence of the chief-priests, and cry with

a voice I shall never forget, " I have sinned in that

I have betrayed the innocent blood." I recognized

{Continued on page 553.)
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Don't expect much from the man who

always talking about how much he would gh

if he had some other man's purse.

Whatever may be the missiou of disap-

pnintments, we may be sure that they were not

intended for weights to hold the spirit down.

It is only when we read the Bible through

that we can be sure that we have covered the

t-round of man's need and God's will concern-

FROM FOSTORIA. OHIO.

Recently we have had the privilege of

talking with a minister of the M. E. church,

who has been a missionary in India for a num-
ber of years. We were deeply impressed with

what he had to say of the work there. One of

lie successful features of their work was the

rphanage. Many are now going out from
ttat institution as missionaries among their

wn people, proving themselves successful

May all the brethren and sisters feel the re-

ponsihility resting upon them for their assist-

.nee in the orphanage that is soon to be start-

ed by our Brethren in India.

This minister was agreeably surprised to

know of the advancement our Brethren are

making in the mission work, and he said, " No
church will prosper at home or abroad if not

thoroughly interested in missions."

In reading llro. Stover's letters to-day we are

glad to note the movement of our Mennonite
and River Brethren, and
missionary spirit may be

uniting us all as brethren

wide mission. How can

interested in the Master's work?
Some one was talking on spiritual

with a lady, who, though religious, y

spiritual, and thinks of Christ only as a being

way off in the heavens. In ordei

a higher life in Christ, she was told to think of

Christ often as being near her, so that, in tim

she might realize him as a personal friend.

I fear there arc too many professors of n
liginn that have all appearances of good Chri

.ndyet do not attain to a proper spiritu;

;, thinking only of Him as b

r prayer is that the

ie of the means ol

1 work in the world-

: be otherwise than

t doing what should be done i the

>tho! We

• 4,1.

As great rains are followed by seasons c

copious dews, so revivals are followed by pr<

longed " times of refreshing from the presenc

ol ihe Lord."

It we will take advantage of the gloriou

company which the Bible provides for us w

will soon cease to complain of the sordidnes

of our surroundings.

Even Buddhist papers in Japan are prop!

esying another revival of interest in Chri:

tianity. It is found that Christians are th

main-stay of all moral reforms, and the cry ha

gone forth, " We must have more Christians t

sustain these enterprises."

for ;

for

It is said that Dr. Hook, when vie

Leeds, one day asked a rich parishioner

subscription to a church. His friend drew

cheque for a thousand pounds and gave it

Dr. Hook, saying, "There, I shall not I

that." "As 1 am a collector for a church

thank you," said the Doctor, "but as I am y<

parish priest I am bound to tell you that a g

which you do not feel is, in God's sight, not

gift at all." The gentleman too"

cheque book and wrote another ch<

thousand pounds, and said, "I shall not i

that either, but I shall never forget what
3

have told me."

Hundreds of young men annually le;

our shores as cadets. All their friends rejc

when they think of them bearing the comn
sinns of our queen. When any dangerous

pedition is planned by Government, more a

unleers apply than are necessary to man
On the proposal tb send a band of brave n

in search of Sir John Franklin, a full comi

nu-nt for the ships could have been procu

nffic.

\[r1 what thousands rushed to California, from

lifferent parts of America, on the discovery of

Sold! How many husbands left their wives

md families! How many Christian men tore

themselves away from all home endearments
:o suffer and toil, and perish by cold and star-

vation on the overland route! How many sank
from fever and exhaustion on the banks of the

Sacramento! Yet no word of sacrifices there.

And why should we so regard all we give and

for the well-beloved of our souls? Our
i..l|:il r

s

t Livingsta)

(UIVlMICi. 5 and heathenish.

ng : nd lovely d Ho-

take of the holy ordinances of God and
the choice blessings that are in store for us, if

we do not attain to the higher life in Christ?

Many 'are tired of so much false Christianity,

as we might term it. An active worker in an-

other church remarked to us, not long since,

" We have a great deal of church work to-day,

but so little of the Lord's work." " The world

is creeping into the church and the church is

in.t holding her standard high enough."

May we labor to keep Christ at the head of

the church! Let him be manifested 111 all the

workings of the church.

ome of the expressions are, "I just love to

ome to these little meetings." " I like to go

j the little church, because I do not have to

think of the fashions and foolishness of the

iy." "I never could get my husband inter-

ted in going to church until now; he is plain

id likes the plain people."

July 17.

There is plenty to do everywhere for

Christ, and that part of Virginia and the few

counties of West Virginia, which constitute the

Second District of Virginia, present to us an

ample illustration of this truth.

Living among the strong and well-organi/.ed

churches of the Shenandoah Valley, there is

danger of our concluding that missionary effort,

on our part, within our State District is unnec-

essary. But an investigation of the field will

show us that there should be a most persistent,

systematic effort put forth by us.

When we look at the records ot the past, we

see that there have lived among us some of the

most consecrated of mission workers, and al-

though they have gone to their reward, their

lives speak to us today. Some among us now

show a great zeal for the Master's cause, and

we are glad to note a commendable improve-

ment in missionary sentiment among the

churches generally. But when we are made to

look at the terrible effect of sin on every hand,

arid the painful tendency to trample underfoot

the plain teachings of God's Word, can we say

that the churches of our District are doing

what they can to counteract these great evils?

May it not truly be said that there is too much

indifference on the part of many of us?

It is true that the Brethren preach at mis-

sions in thirteen Counties of our District, but

there are still forty Counties in which our breth-

ren do not preach, and only eight have organ-

ized churches ot the Iirethren within their

borders. These figures show us that we are

elude that there should be improvement not

only in our zeal tor missions but also in meth-

n carrying on mission work. We have
mchof what may be termed "single-hand"

effort. A preacher goes from home and holds

meetings at different points and then returnsto

that his business interests arc not too much
neglected. He intends to renew his efforts at

future time, but all the while the body
itrength of the church remains unused in

the work. The cause demands that a number
of workers be placed in the field and such sup-

port given them as to enable them to remain at

their posts constantly. Our churchi

abundantly able to do so, and once we ;

ly awake to the responsibility resting

there will be no lack ineithcrworkersormcans,

to carry forth the blessed cause of the Master.

Too much of the talent of the church is lying

dormant. Who will be held accountable!

Can there not be a greater movement all along

the line, so that not only every County within

our District may have zealous workers within

its borders, hut also that the inhabitants of

ery town and village may hear the blessed Gos-

pel of the Son of God, heralded forth in

primitive purity. Let us do our part! " Woe
to them that are at ease in Zion!''

BULSAR NOTES.

Saturday we had 1,600 people to feed.

They were willing to work all day that they

might have something

—It was a question with us what we should

do on Sunday. We talked it over and decided

to give half-rations and no work. We told

them that all who worked to-day should keep

the tickets we had given them so we \

know who had worked. We told them to

together Sunday morning and we would preach

and sing and pray, but they should leave all bas-

kets and shovels at home. An energetic na-

tive brother cal led out that we should pray for

rain to-morrow, for as yet the

come. Some rain had fallen several weeks be-

fore, but so little and so long before that it

seemed almost as if no rain had yet fallen.

—Sunday was indeed a great day unto the

Lord. Early in the morning hundreds assem-

bled and sat down in the road before our house.

It was cloudy. People came and came. Un-

der the mango tree we stood and sang and

preached; then prayed. We prayed for rain.

Two thousand people lifted up their hands to-

ward heaven, and cried out unto the Lord, " O
God, send rain. O God, send rain." Then we
told them to have patience, for giving rice to

so many would consume some time. Then the

heavens opened and the rains descended, and

of the 2,412 persons present for food, not one

got away without a drenching. I never saw a

crowd stand the rain so patiently. Sometimes

a tliousand at a time would clap their hands

for joy. Sometimes a number would cry out.

upon God, and to see God
hearing the cry.

—Friday (July 16). It rains at limes. When
does not rain the people go on with the work,

and when it rains, they just stop work. Of
e it is not much work they can do now,

but it is not for the work we care. The work
draws the line between the worthy snd un-

worthy, the very poor and not very poor, We
give each man about three cents' worth of rice

for his day.'s work, women and children less

proportionally. That is not big wages, but it

will help many a poor soul through the pinch,

id he will leave the work just as soon as he
n get something better.

—Since copious rains have come the number
who apply forhelp decreases. Yesterday there

004011 the work. We arc preparing to

-1. lief to tin' most needy in our neighboring

ies, where wc hope to be preaching the

Gospel, too, before very long. May God bless

the people! May God b'.ess those who give for

is name's sake! Amen.

RAOS OR SOULS.

Wh

true rel

Sometimes we would hear

ch other, "This is, indeed, the

As the rain continued to come,

hour I stood at the little gate and admit-

e by one. Sister Alice LaPersnnne re-

d near, with pencil and paper, keeping

and at the dnor of our house Sister Ryan,

ime help, gave to the stream of people

as they passed along. //

to the Lord. In our private

ng, as I learned by talking

had all besought the Lord

ke Himself a name among

Captain Muriel] came up with the sink-

ing steamer Denmark, he had to decide between

freight and people. The question was, "Shall

I save my bales of rags and let the people go
down, or shall I throw over-hoard my rags, and
save the people?" It took the noble captain

but a moment to decide. Over went the rags,

and the people were saved. There arc in this

world thousands of sinking ships. They are

morally and spiritually waU:i l.>r ,t tl . Miry

are going down in an ocean of despair, unless

rescue comes. With many Christians it is sim-

ply a question between precious souls and dol-

lars. The church of Christ is not poor to-day.

It is loaded down with money in the pockets

of not a few of its members. It is a question

between rags and souls. When you win a soul

to God, you have transmuted your opportunity

into immortality. Time, money, and talents

may be so invested as to yield results for eter-

nity.—Rev. A. C.Dixon.

WHAT WE NEED MORE OF.

Somewhat in the spirit of astonishment, if

lot bewilderment, lite Missionaay Review
isks: " What can be the matter with the Clar-

endon Street Baptist Church, of Boston, of

which Dr. A. J. Gordon is pastor, and which

gave last year to foreign missionsS'o.ooo, while

its own expenses were between $9,000 and Sio-

000, and this includes Si ,300 to its poor? And

what with another body of believers if this item

tells the truth."

"The Seventh-day Advcnlists have a church

at Battle Creek, Mich., composedof i,.| 50 work-

ing people. Their average income is S202, yet

their contributions to benevolent causes last

year amounted to $38,000. And recently, on

the Day of Missions, no sermon was preached

nor was there any pleading of any kind, yet the

offering amounted to $21,0001" Would that

this kind of disease (?) were a3 contagious as

smallpox or cholera; then would help soon

come to the helpers, the world ovi-r. But how

astonished must the angels be, and the redeem-

ed, if they can see and know, as they look upon

ihe myriads in S

prayers that m<

of it afterward,

that He should

the people to-day, or th; light surely

We feel that the Lord hath done

great things for us.

—Monday morning the news came to us that

a child died on the tank in the night. It died

of hunger and cold in the rain. We gave the

half-starved father 4 annas (8 cts.) to buy a

sheet to wrap it in for burial. Then he took it

dug a hole by the Dhobie tank, and buried

thei It 1 . pouring alto-

gether probable that he buried the child alone,

Perhaps one or two others were with him. 1

do not know.
— Tuesday afternoon a starving child was

brought by his parents to us for help. We
tried to feed it some milk, but it was too late,

the child died near our door,— of starvation.

—The people keep talking of the experience

on Sunday. It was thrilling, indeed, to be in

the very midst of 2.000 people calling aloud

E the
1

ofChr

1 Him Lord of All," and thei
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The District Meeting of Northeastern Ohio is to

be held Oct. 7, in the Pleasant Valley meeting-

Bko. C. H. Brown closed a good meeting in the

Pan Handle of Texas with eight accessions to

the church.

During a series of meetings, recently held at

Fairview, Mo., nine made the good confession and

were baptized.

On seeing a barrel of whiskey rolled into a sa-

loon, an Indian one time said: " In that barrel are

forty fights and two or three murders."

We learn that the District Meeting of Texas

passed off very pleasantly, though we have received

no particulars concerning the business done.

The District Meeting for Middle Iowa is to be

held at the Des Moines Valley church, Ankeny,
Sept. 23. The Ministerial Meeting will be held the

next day.

The time for the Sunday School Meeting of-

Northern Kansas, in the Sabetha church, has beeo
changed from Sept, 4 to Oct. 2 and 3. A special

notice will appear next week.

It is our duty to withdraw from every brother

who walks disorderly, but we should first do what
we can to save him. It is time enough to withdraw
fellowship when there is no more hope.

Instead of writing us for an explanation regard-

ing the non appearance of your church news, send
it again. Those who send long reports must be the

more patient, as we always give the short reports

the preference.

The Lord is not pleased with the shepherd who
neglects his flock. The Master wants his sheep, as

welt as his lambs, well fed, and he wants the work
attended to regularly. Let no earnest shepherd
think of shirking duty along this line.

A lady at Braidentown, Fla,, to whom some one
has been sending the Messenger, writing to this

office, says: " I do love the paper so well, and I

love-the Brethren also, though I never heard but
one of them preach. Then I love their ways."

A number of our ministers are writing, and ask
why their names have not been placed on the list

of ministers in the Almanac. There is but one rea-

son, and that is, their names have not been sent in

for that purpose. Let each minister, who is not
represented in the list, send in his own name, and
then the matter will not be neglected.

If our Brethren want to retain vocal mu:

church services, they must encourage

schools on every hand. There ought to bt

ing school in every congregation the cor

and winter.

singing

a sing-

ing fall

Many poor souls have wandered away from the

church for the want of a little judicious attention.

Were we all to do our duty in this respect, we
might be the means of converting hundreds from
the error of their way.

Under date of August 16 Bro. C. H. Balsbaugh
writes: "Yesterday I attended a large children's

meeting a few miles north of this. Nothing is

more necessary in our Brotherhood than right

views of parental obligation, and the importance of

right infantile impressions."

The Sunday school lessons for 1898 will com-
mence with the third chapter of Matthew, and con-

tinue in the New Testament for six months For
the remainder of the year the lessons will be in the

Old Testament, commencing with 1 Kings 12:

6-25. The course of study will be excellent.

ols, under the control of the
ged to open during September,

promises

All of the

Brethren, have
So far as heard from, the attend;

to be unusually good, and a few of the schooL
likely have a larger number of students than l as t

year. We wish them success in their work, and
trust that their efforts, in educating the youth of the
land, will result in great good to the cause of relip.

the Broth-

young

The Sunday school workers of Western Pennsyl-

vania will hold a Sunday school meeting, at the

Walnut Grove church, Johnstown, Aug. 31 and
Sept. 1. The program did not reach us until the

last issue was printed, and the best we can do i

make room for it this week. We regret that it _did

not reach us sooner,

We now have a number of scho
erhood,—enough to accommodate all the
people among us who think of taking an advance
course, and it is to be hoped that those who take
school work, will not fail to attend the institutions

of learning presided over by our Brethren. Breth-
ren and sisters cannot afford to send their children

to any other school. They should look to the
religious surroundings of their children, as well as

to their education. Let us not fail to patronize our
own schoolsl

The Annual Meeting Committee of Arrange-
ments met in Polo a short time ago for the purpose
of receiving proposals for the coming Conference.

A number of places were offered. The committee
will carefully consider the advantages of each place

before making a selection. So far as we can learn

there is a willingness upon the part of all the

churches, in this District, to permit the committee
to locate the meeting just where they think proper,

We do not think the committee feels the least em-
barrassed in this respect.

On page 488 mention was made of two ministers

who are not able to pay for the Messenger.
Will the sister who wrote us concerning these min-

isters please send us their names and addresses?

We have the money to pay for the paper to each of

them. The sister's former letter cannot be found.

We did not think at the time that we would have
any more use for it.

The article, entitled "Church Music," on page

547 of this issue, should be read with more than or-

dinary care. No man in this country is better pre-

pared to discuss this subject than Mr. Sankey. His
communication will doubtless strengthen many of

our people in their views regarding the value of

vocal music. Let us have singing schools and give

more attention to the cultivation of the voice!

Though we have sold nearly one thoi

copies of the Full Report this year than

year, still orders are yet coming in, and

fill them. If there are suffiiien

we will get out another edition,

wanting copies of the Report wil

and if we get orders enough ins

justify it, we will bring out the e:

25 cents, or S2 50 a dozen. Let

without delay.

did last

i, and we cannot

orders to justify,

;nce all those still

te of ten days to

ra edition. Price,

is hear from you

A sister writ.

:alling for name
>f the Messengi

:hurch, was is

landed her by o

)f leading her tc

ting out a speci;

pie to all thi

s us that she

; to which to

glad that we are

id sample copies

s was lost to the

v sample copies

the

We get-

let i tave the nan

ed away fro

If any one sends a report of church news, and it

does not appear in due time, he may rest assured

that it is for one or more of the following reasons:

( 1 ) We failed to receive it, (2 ) The writer failed to

give his name. (3) The name of the State is omit-

ted. (4) The report had business on the opposite

side of the sheet, was turned over to the business
department and did not reach the editor's desk, or

the same news^was^sentj injcby some other cor-

respondent, and has already been published.

Parents too often fail to give their children the

training they ought to have for the house of the

Lord. Children are taken to church and permitted
to do much as they please. They are allowed to

talk, to whisper, to eat, play and even run about
the house during services. In this way the services

are often greatly disturbed. Fathers and mothers
must teach their children to have some reverence

for the house of God. Let them be taught that it is

not the place for children to eat or play. This

teaching must be done at the home. It must be

commenced early and kept up until the desired ob-

ject is accomplished.

; to be feared that i

: for the

many places there is not

Louse of the Lord. We
have seen members enter the place of worship with

about the same air of indifference that they would
walk into a barn. We have even seen some of the

men not remove their hats until they saw the

preachers taking their places behind the table.

Then others, who happen to come a little late, walk

up the aisle with a heavy tread, as though they had

no regard for the Master's sanctuary. In th-s way
they set a bad example before their children and

the young people generally. Why cannot they be

taught to have some respect for religion? Let

them enter the house with becoming reverence,

quietly take their seats and help to impart an air of

solemnity to the place where God is worshiped,

The Minutes of the Annual Meeting are all right

in their place, but it was never intended that they

should be misused, and thereby brought into ill re-

pute, This may be done by constantly referring to

tead of to the Written Word, In a gener-

al way, it is sufficient if we study the Minutes with

to understand how our Brother-

hood in Conference view the various questions pre-

sented for consideration, and then refer to the

Scriptures cited by the Minutes in proof of what

the churches are expected to do. The Minutes are

not law, their mission is to assist us in under-

ding the principles set forth in the New Testa-

ment, and help unify our people on these princi-

ples. The elder who masters the purpose of the

tes, can, as a general thing, leave them at

, take his Bible to council-meeting, and do a

great deal more good in the way of keeping house,

iccording to the Gospel, than the one who is con-

tantly appealing to the Minutes. Use the Min-

utes, use them discreetly, but do not misuse them,

and thereby bring them into disfavor among the

members.
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The Christian Advocate well says: The way
in which a man recovers from one of his own blun-

ders is a sure test of character. If he finds that he

has made a mistake, he will either say so in so many
words, or else he will wriggle and twist to avoid a

confession. The former is the only manly course.

There is nothing humiliating in acknowledging an

error either of judgment or of conduct. A mag-
nanimous nature finds relief in saying explicitly: " I

was wrong," But it is not every one that is mag-
nanimous. The small folk who virtually lay claim

to infallibility shrink back from the admission of

mistake upon their part as if it were a derogation

from the dignity of their character.

It is not common to have the privilege of shak-

ing hands with a person who is a hundred years old.

But that was our privilege last Tuesday, the day on

which Aunt Katie Rice, of this place, rounded up

her one hundred years. We spent an hour with

her the day before, and conversed pleasantly with

her on Scriptural, historical and domestic topics.

Her memory is remarkable. She talks of incidents

relating to the War of 1*12, with as much ease as

old men now converse about the late rebellion.

Her memory serves her completely, and she can

readily recall .occurrences pertaining to nearly

every year of her long and interesting life. She is

a member of the Mennonite church, and by her up-

right and highly spiritual life, intelligence and or-

derly attire, has proved a credit to the religion she

professes. As one converses with her, she seems

to think and speak of only the sunshine in life,

She attributes her long and pleasant life to the

fact that she never disobeyed her parents.

We believe there is a great demand for properly-

equipped men in the ministry,—men who understand

the Gospel, the nature and the wants of the people,

and are capable of telling, in an understanding way,

what they know. Education is good, and no young
man ought to think of entering the ministry without

a reasonable amount of careful mental training, but

for their spiritual good the people feel the need of

something more than high education. They feel the

need of the pure Gospel, and they want it presented

in a way that they can understand it. Many of them
are getting tired of the exciting incidents and

death bed stories related by the sensational minis-

ter. They want more doctrine—more of the well-

defined teachings of Jesus. They want the divine

truths systematically set forth. They are not car-

ing so much for the opinion of the preacher, and

probably less for his creed, but they do feel the

need of that class of teaching lhat leads up to Jesus

in a plain, intelligent and spiritual way, They want

the facts, the commands and the promises of the

Gospel placed clearly and forcibly before their

minds, and where this is done we believe great good
will be the result. There is demand for this class

of preaching, and it is to be hoped that our Breth-

ren will do their utmost to supply it.

A CHRISTIAN EDUCATION.

In the experiences of every organization there

come issues to be met and problems to be solved

This is true of the church as well. Look at them

as we may, and deal with them as we please, they

come nevertheless.

Among all those with which we have to do, we

regard no one as being of greater importance than

that of the educating of our own people and chil-

dren. While a reasonable effort, on the part of in-

dividuals, has, of late years, been made, the church,

as a body, has not been fully awakened to the im-

portance and far-reaching character of the subject.

There is satisfactory and indisputable evidence

now in sight, that at the time of the rise and organ-

ization of the Brethren church, in its present form,

our people stood head and shoulder with all others

in educational ability and power. Just how and

why we retrograded, there are evident reasons, not

necessary to give at this time. Whether they were

justifiable or not we shall not discuss, but it d
not require great wisdom to see that because of it,

we have sustained a great loss. All that it is

essary for us to do is to point back a few years

say: " Behold what the Lord hath wrought."

There are certain facts developing,—though, to

some, stubborn things they be, and if it were pos-

sible, eyes would be closed against them,— that

proving themselves such wonderful factors in

great work that is being done, as to make us w
der what might have been, had the same forces not

been lost, or had they been restored sooner. And
then the thought comes to us, "Who is responsi-

ble for all this loss?"

As we look about us and see the forces that went
out from us, at work in other fields, instead of our

own, we are made to say: What a lossl But
why this loss of our young men and of their po 1

and influence for the church?

Let us face the question squarely. When it

comes to dealing with questions in which the wcl

fare of souls is at stake, there should be no dodg
ing. Do we know why these young men and worn

en went out from us? If we say we do not, they

can tell us, because we have their own confession.

They were compelled to go to get that which we
should have been prepared to give them, but were

not, This condition of things existed partly be-

cause we failed to discriminate between a head and

a heart education,—the intellectual and spiritual, or

in vainly striving to divorce education from our re-

While education has its attendant dangers, ignor-

ance leads to superstition and barbarism. What we

need is an education sanctified by and consecrated

to the religion of Jesus Christ. All education is

not so control'ed and directed. As a result, those

who had to go away from us for an education did

not get what we should have given them.

We remember, some years ago, while traveling

among our brethren in the South, we stopped with

a ministering brother who had a son of great

promise. A college, not far away, offered that fa-

ther to give his son free tuition and other advantag-

es, if he would allow the son to take the college

course. He was favorable to education and abund-

antly able to send him to schools that would have

been religiously safer than the one which made the

tempting offer, bu l he did not tktn see that it made

any difference as to where his boy went to get an

education. It would be the same thing, no matter

where gotten. The son was sent, took the course,

because of the liberal offer and is now a minister of

the church represented by the college. The father

saw his mistake when too late, and repented when

no place for repentance was to be found.

Such cases can be pointed to all over the

Brotherhood. Within our own knowledge we think

of them up into scores, and there was a time when

parents had no choice, unless it was between de-

priving their children of an education beyond what

could be gotten in the common schools, or send

them away from home to sectarian schools and col-

leges.

This condition of things, we are glad to say, has

been changing of late years, as accessible possibili-

ties would allow, And what has been the result?

It simply has been wonderful, It would have been

still mere wonderful had our people sooner been

able to see as they are now beginning to see. Let

us stop, look back and think a momentl

Would it be too much to say that if to-day there

could be blotted out every influence that has been

started out and brought to bear upon our church

work, there would not be seen a vestige of the mis-

sionary spirit and work that, in a few short years,

has grown to such a power for good.

This seems to be putting it a little strong, but let

us lay aside all prejudice that may have obtained

coming

among us, and let us look at the matter calmly and
truly, and see if, after all, it is not very nearly
the truth. In saying this we cast no reflection any-
where, because what we are now getting is a
growth, in which we have all helped more or less in

the development. And as we learn to love the
church, the spiritual safety of our children and the
salvation of the world, the more, the greater will be
our sympathy and aid towards our educationa.
work which, though yet in its infancy, has done so
much towards saving and developing the forces
that are telling so mightily for the Lord, and
against the powers of sin.

Though we, as a church, have not yet nearly
come up to our possibilities in giving financial aid

and patronage, yet our progress is commendable
and encouraging, as our church field is now dotted
with schools of our own, from ocean to ocean, and
at distances apart that all could be liberally sup-
ported and maintained without infringing on each
other's rightful territory, or giving cause for any
spirit of competition or rivalry among the respect-

ive managements. Personally, we wish success to

every one of them, just as we desire that all our lo-

cal churches may prosper. We look upon them as

being part of our church work, so that the more we
have of them, that can be sustained, the better it

will be, and the more good can be done. The clos-

er the church and the schools can be allied to each
other, the better it will be for both.

It must not be forgotten that all of our colleges

and schools are yet in their childhood days, and
that much is needed to raise them up to a respect-

able manhood. The first need was means, the sec-

ond, teaching force. The first has be>

more rapidly than the second.

We started out with the teaching force we had,

and could command. College men, to take charge,

were exceedingly scarce, so we had to be satisfied,

largely, with graduates of our State Normal schools,

and these were not hard to count. The number of

these gradually grew equal to the demand for thii

grade of work, but the educational standard grew
more rapidly than did the teaching force, and, as a

result, to meet the demands, some of our schools

were compelled to go outside of the church mem-
bership for teachers. Though hundreds of our

own members, from fifteen to ten years ago, have

graduated in the Normal courses, out of all this

number we do not have enough men and women of

our own to head departments in the classical cours-

es. This is because our people have been too easi-

ly satisfied and stopped too soon. Many are see-

ing this now, and are entering the classical courses,

What we need is strong men and women of our

own people, at the head of every department,

—

teachers who are strong intellectually and strong

religiously, so that all of our teaching can be as

carefully guarded as our preaching. This we are

now coming to, so that there can be no need of our

people sending their children to other colleges,

that they may get a classical education. We are

now prepared to give educational or classical de-

grees with the best of our colleges, and, in addi-

tion, such relig :ous training as will keep them in

love and sympathy with the church and her doc-

trines, thus directing their forces in the right way.

What has been done, to give our children the

possibilities of a Christian education has come

through great sacrifice on the part of the project-

ors, and it should be appreciated by a united sup-

port. Send^your children to our own schools,

where their morals will be carefully guarded, and

where safe Christian influences will be brought to

bear upon their minds and hearts, even if the cost,

because of distance, should be > little more. Our

religion ought^to count more with us than a few

dollars and cents.^Members ^ofCother churches

think so, and why should not we? H. b. a.
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QUERISTS' DEPARTMENT.

Is it according to the order of the church for the ministers

to allow a concert to be held in the church, and especially to

sing some comical songs? A. R.

Most assuredly not. Our houses of worship

should never be given over to any gathering unbe-

coming a Christian people. The meetinghouse is

a house of prayer, and should never be made a

place of mirth.

Was Shem still alive when Abraham was born? B. S.

Abraham was 150 years old when Shem died, and

Isaac about 50. Abraham was doubtless well ac-

quainted with Shem. Isaac may have seen him

ease explain Epb. 2: 8, which reads thus: " For by gra

re saved through faith; and lhat not of yourselves: it

rift of God." Is it the gift of God that saves, or the act

>eator? Mns. J. N

It is the act of God. The saving is the gift.

God saves all those who exercise genuine and liv-

ing faith in him, and this saving is what is called

the gift.

Should a member be disciplined for saying that the church

is a secret order? N. S. O.

The better way would be to instruct and admon-

ish him, and show him wherein he is doing the

church a great wrong. If he persists in his course,

and will not heed wise counsel, he can then be

cited to council, to answer to a charge of deliber-

ate misrepresentation, and be dealt with accord-

ingly.

Was Job a real person, or is the book of Job a fable?

B. O J.

The Bible does not contain fables. Job was a

real person. In the first chapter of the book we

read; " There was a man in the land of Uz whose

name was Job." He was a real man, and he lived

in the land of Uz.

If the Dead Sea has no outlet, and water from the Jordan

and other streams Hows into it all the while, and there is no

change in the depth of the sea, what becomes of the water?

D. S. I.

The water evaporates. From the Jordan an

immense volume of water flows into the sea, but

the power of the sun is so great that the surface

of the sea is kept nearly one level all the while

In the harvest season, when the Jordan overflows,

the sea may rise a few feet, but this greatly en

larges its surface, and gives the sun that much

more power, so that the evaporation of the wa-

ter soon brings it back to its former level.

He appeared in spirit only. His body had not

yet been resurrected, and will not be until the first

resurrection, at the second coming of Christ.

Was it the Holy Ghost or the sound that filled the house

where the apostles were seated on the Day of Pentecost?

P. C. C.

The sound filled the house, but the Holy Ghost

filled the apostles. See Acts 2: 2, 4.

What is the best encyclopedia of religious knowledge?

Y. M.

Dr. Philip Schaffs is probably the best pub-

lished. It is in four volumes, bound in cloth and

may be had at this office for S17.

What ought to be done with an elder who receives a large

sim of money from Mark Hanna to talk gold for him?

M. E. R.

There must be something wrong about this re

port. It seems to us that Mr. Hanna is too shrewd

a politician to give a Dunker elder a large sum of

money to talk gold for him or anybody else. Fur-

thermore, we hardly think that we have in the

Brotherhood an elder, of any influence, who is in-

clined to engage in that kind of business. It

would be proper to ask the; elder whether the

report is true. If he denies it, that may satisfy all

partes concerned. If not, then let h :

make out his written charges against him, specify-

ing the points wherein he has violated the rules of

the church. In the presence of some adjoining eld-

ers he can then be tried on these charges. A copy

of the charges must be delivered to him at least ten

days before ihe trial,

How many members are there in the Brotherhood at this

time? N. O. M,

We have no way of knowing definitely, but we

should judge that there are not far from 85 000.

When having children's meeting all day, is it wrong to take

ir dinners with us? We put our dinners together on the ta-

e, and a blessing is asked; then we eat it. M. S. B.

When it becomes necessary for people to have

1 all-day meeting it is not wrong for them to take

fir dinner along and eat it, provided they behave

themselves like Christians should. They shouH,

however, guard against turning such meetings into

semi-religious gatherings.

Please explain Heb. 10: 26: "For if we sin willfully after

that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there re-

maineth no more sacrifice for sins." Does this refer to sin-

ning against the Holy Ghost? Does it mean that if we com-

mit sin knowingly, there is no more pardon for us? A.

We think this Scripture does not refer to the sin

against the Holy Ghost, but to the sin of apostasy.

Probably nearly all sin is committed knowingly.

That is, those who do wrong know it, and for such

sin there is forgiveness, provided there is genuine

repentance. It is only for those who persist in liv-

ing in sin that th^re is no forgiveness.

What are we to understand by the words of the Savior,

Matt. 20: 23, and Mark 10: 40? " It is not mine to give."

W. A. P.

James and John had asked of Jesus the privilege

of one sitting on his right hand, and the other

on his left hand, in glory. He tells them in this

Scripture that he does not have the authority to

grant such a request, but that the Father will as-

sign these places to those for whom the same have

been prepared.

Is there any possible way given us in the Bible by which the

Jews can be saved without embracing the plan of salvation as

given us by Christ? John Teshbr.

In our judgment there is not. To the Jews at

Jerusalem, speaking of Christ, Peter said: " Ndther

is there salvation in any other: for there is none

other name under heaven, given among men, where-

by we must be saved.' Acts 4: 12 Salvation is

offered to the Jew and the Gentile on the same

terms. There is no salvation for either, independ-

ent of the Gospel plan.

What do you think of leading members of the Brethren

church wearing bonnets at home, and hats when they take a

visit, or go away to school? M. E.

Without stopping to consider the merits of the

different articles worn, we think they are acting in-

consistently. It never pays to be inconsistent.

Ha ltbe t degrei vrh.ri

riage ceremony? A. S.

He has not, and by so doing, he probably lays

himself liable to a considerable fine, and punish-

ment besides. Each State has its own laws on this

question.

May we rest assured thatihe King James Version of the Bi-

ble is inspired? K. J. T.

We cannot rest assured that any translation is

made by inspiration. The different parts of the Bi-

ble were written by inspired men, but there the in-

spiration ceased. All translations are subject to

mistakes, more or less, but, as a rule, these mis-

takes need not endanger our salvation in the least.

Certainly not. It would be good if thousands of

our young brethren would study and prepare them-

selves for the ministry, then, when ministers are

wanted, the Lord could make some use of them.

** HOME * AND * FAMILY**

RESURRECTED DISCIPLE'S TESTIMONY.

The l'ght of the world shines brighter and brighter

As wider and wider God opens my eyes;

My trials and burdens seem lighter and lighter

And fairer and fairer the heavenly prize,

The weaHh of this world seems poorer and poorer,

As farther and farther it fades from my sight;

The prize of my calling seems surer and surer

As straighter and straighter I walk in the light.

My waiting on Jesus is dearer and dearer,

As longer and lon?er I lie on his breast;

Without him I'm nothing seems clearer and clearer

My joy in my Savior is growing and growing,

And stronger and stronger I trust in his word;

My peace like a river is fi.iwing and flowing,

And harder and harder I lean on the Lord.

My praise and thanksgiving is swelling and swelling

As broader and broader the promises prove,

The wonderful story I'm telliog and telling,

And more and more sweetly I rest in his love.

Harrisburg, Pa.

SISTERS* SEWINO SOCIETIES.

BY FLORA E TEAGUE.

"What are they?" -'How do you conduct

them?" "What do you do with the things you

make?"—are questions so frequently asked by sis-

ters over the Brothe-hood, that, in accordance with

the request of the office editor, I shall attempt a

description of one society with which I have been

connected for several years.

Our object in organiz'ng such a society was for

the purpose of ' creating greater z-'al in missionary

and charitable work."

Again, many sisters who desire to give to the

Lord's cause, have but little

they do have time to give, an

ans to do so, but

any are willing to

tha and This time

nth of feel-

which

turned into money.

Another object on which we had not counted,

has manifested itself since our oganizition. That

is, more affection, love, and charity for each other.

Having the same interests at heart, it was not

strange that a more than ordinary

ing would spring up.

AU the sisters of the congegatic

do our work, are considered as members,

will always be some who cannot attend, for

reasons. If they have the cause at heart, they, too,

may aid us. Many such in our congregation give

us work to do, contribute scraps, etc
, and speak

favorably of the work to all they can.

We have a very informal constitution and by-

laws to govern us. These describe simply our rea-

sons for organizing, state the name, the time of

meeting, how many, and what officers, and their

duties, and the kind of work to be done.

Our officers, whi<"h are elected every three

months, consist of a president, and vice-president,

a superintendent, and an assistant, and a secretary

and treasurer combined.

It is the president's duty to open and conduct

the meetings, select reading material, preserve or-

der, etc. The superintendents arrange the work,

supply the workers with it, see that their instruc-

tions are carefully carried out, and, at the close of

the meeting, put away the work in a tidy manner.

The secretary and treasurer collects and pays out

all moneys belonging to the society, keeping a

strict account of the same, and also records special

business of the society. Her report is read once

each term.

We meet every Saturday afternoon, and hold our

meetings from two to three hours. Our order of

business is as follows: Reading of a chapter by

the president; prayer by the president, or some

sister selected by her; general business, which

consists of queries in regard to disposition of

work, announcements, inquiries made about the

sick or poor in the town, and plans made by which

each class may receive aid when necessary, read
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|Cg 01 letters from past members or interested

I tends. Work is then distributed to workers,

3jg when all are busy with their hands, reading

j.om some missionary bo^ks or magazines is con-

jinued for one hour. This is usually done by some

,me selected by the president, or, in case of difficul-

,v to secure readers, the president herself does the

leading- After this, freedom is given for general

,
unver.=ation. Oftentimes this takes the form of dis-

t ussir.g plans for improvement in conducting the

society or church work. Above all things, do we

, iiretully guard against anything in the line of gos-

hir work consists in piecing and quilting quilts,

nem stitching handkerchiefs, knitting hose and mit-

tens, crocheting tidies, toilet and table mats, knot-

tmg comforts, making caps, stocking-bags, clothes-

um 2prons, oil-cloth mitts for outdoor wear, sew-

ing carpet rags, and, in fact, anything that we can

»jet hold of to do, excepting useless fancy work,

against which we unitedly protest. Last winter our

tittle girls,—mostly young sisters,—made scrap-al-

cums out of drawing card-board, which they filled

*ith handsome picture cards, poetry, short stories,

etc., and sent to the Children's Mission in Chicago,

id be disposed of as our missionary workers there

-eemed best. Our little workers took great de-

; 1(?ht in this.

--•craps for piecing quilts are donated, goods for

rips, handkerchiefs, and yarn for knitting is fur-

bished by the society. We quilt quilts for any one

wito desires us to do so. Caps are made upon re

-living orders from some one. Frequently oui

jieced blocks or quilt tops are sold before being

luilted. We sell the greatest amount of goods to

our members of the society, to visitors, to students

in the school, by canvassing throughout the town

with samples, and thus receiving orders, or by dis-

playing our goods in the stores and marking then
" Missionary Work " So far, we have had but lit

tie trouble in disposing of our work. The greatest

trouble is to quickly supply the demands.

Half of our net income is given to any missio

line of work that we may decide upon, the other

half is devoted to charity. We receive cast-off

clothing at all times, so that, when a demand arises

from any source for such, we are able to do some-

thing towards supplying it.

Now, hoping that the above information may be

satisfactory to all interested, and that many other

sisters will feel disposed to put forth efforts for

good in the same direction, I leave the re-ults with

you.

Mt. Morris, III.

THE STORY OF THE LEVITE.

(Concluded from page 550,)

him as one of the men I had seen following Jesus.

I saw that he had been hired to be'ray his Master,

and was filled with remorse for his horrid deed.

The priests only said, " What is that to us; see thou

to that!" Seeing there was no hope of moving
them to save his Master, he threw down the pieces

of silver on the pavement, at the court, and fled

like a mad man. I picked them up and counted

them.
. . They were thirty. I could not help re-

calling a passage in the prophet Zechauah, "So they

weighed for my price thirty pieces of silver," and

wondered whether they had any reference to this.

About mid-day it grew so dark in the temple
that we had to light all the lamps. It was a terri-

ble, unearthly blackness, and lasted until the ninth

hour. 1 went into the Holy Place to see if the

lamps were burning, I stepped a moment before

the great purple and blue vail that hangs in front

of the Holy of holies, when, all of a sudden, it was
torn to the bottom. At that same moment, the

vail of unbelief, that was hanging over my heart,

was rent in sunder. I believed that the Mes-
siah HAD COMB INTO THE WORLD.
Dear reader, this Levite, from what he only saw

and heard of Christ in the temple, believed in his

divinity, and was converted. But you have lived

outside the temple, seen and heard of Christ more
- he, and maybe, you are not yet a new creature

n hii It i much extent of belief that is

ded. so much as intensity of believing. It is not
necessary to know many things, but to know just

one thing.—Jesus Christ! The man to whom Jesus
is not a doctrine, but a living presence in his mind,
and in his heart, his guide in life, and his hope in

death, has more saving faith than if he could repeat
all the articles of the Christian faith. It is not
without meaning; that our Lord says, " Be not faith-

less but believing " and not merely believe. To be
believing is, with true Christians, their true condi-
tion of life; they live not upon single glances of

faith; but faith in Jesus Christ is the abiding mo-
tive sentiment of their whole life. " Lord, increase

our faithl
"

Smyrna, Asia Minor.

—*~i CORRESPONDENCE »-<

Return from the Southwest.

On our return from the Southwest, wife and I

separated from our traveling company,—ten in

number,—at Big Sandy, Tex., intending to visit

Bro. D, L. Forney and family, at Palestine, Ark,,

where we arrived Aug. 4, at 5 P. M. After a weary
journey through heat and dust from Texaikana,

we truly felt to thank God for the pleasure of meet-

ing in such Christian fellowship. We were early

informed of the evening appointment for preach-

ing, and, though weary, yet we all felt refreshed in

the service of the Lord. After considering the

possibility and ble sings of " walking with God," we
returned, resolving to walk with him more closely.

This church here is not strong numerically, but

all seem alive spiritually. While the church has

been rejoicing, she now feels sad, feeling that Bro

Forney and family will soon part from them for In

dia.

We, ourselves, could but say farewell in sadness,

thinking that this may be our last meeting on earth

with those with whom we have often before studied,

labored, sang, and prayed.

On our return, we stopped with the Bethany

church, near Lebanon, Ind., numbering twenty-six

members, and under the care of Eld. Elias Smeltz-

er, of Arcadia, Ind. The church has been without

regular services, but a brighter day is dawning for

them, as Bro. Wm. Bowser, of Dayton, Ohio,

promised to settle among them in November.

The Ladoga church added much to the interest

of the occasion by sending a number of her good

singers to aid in the song service. The childi

meeting, at 4 P. M , was well attended, and all

seemed thankful and happy. The power of the

church is in caring properly for the children.

Nearly S22 was raised for the missionary caus

and the poor fund. The future prospects for th:

church seem bright, L. H, Eby.

North Manchester, Ind., Aug. 12.

From Sawyer, Kans.

June 5, Bro. Ford and the writer started on

mission of love to isolated members in Barb

County, Kans., forty miles distant. We reached

Kiowa the same day and lodged with Sister Hesl

and her kind husband, who is not a member. We
were kindly received by all of her family, including

Sister Ida Glick. (Sisters Hesler and Glick

sisters in the flesh.) Sister Wright also lives in

Barber County, northwest of Kiowa. Her husband

is not a member. These members are sound in the

faith, though isolated, and deprived of meetings.

They being in one territory, our visit was to noti

fy them of this fact and to solicit them to present

their certificates of membership, so that they might

be cared for,

May God bless all our isolated members to be as

faithful as these dear sisters arcl Sometimes they

do not even have the Messenger to read, on ac-

nt of limited means. Church officials ought to,

if possible, supply all such with it. We, perhaps,
have the best church paper in the world, and all

our members ought to read it. Very often families

are without it, right in the neighborhood of the
church, that ought to have it by all means, and who
would subscribe for it if the officials, or others,

would give a little encouragement in that direction,

Jasper N. Perrv.
Aug

' 7'

,

Death ol Eld. Hiram Branson.

Eld. Hiram Branson was born in Highland
County, Ohio, May 4, 1825 His father moved to
Indiana when he was only six yea's old, settling in

Henry County. He was united in marriage to

Charlotte Jackson, July 2;, 1848. Soon after his

marriage, he, with his wife, united with the Breth-
ren church, They lived in Henry County for a few
years, then moved to Delaware County, where he
lived until his death. He was chosen to the minis-

try in the fall of 1864, and afterwards ordained to

the eldership, and given charge of the Killbuck
church, which charge be retained until lately. See-
ing that his mental, as well as his physical powers,
were failing, he tendered his resignation. The
church accepted it, and selected, as their elder in

charge, his son, Bro. Isaac E, Branson,

Bro. Branson was a firm advocate of the princi-

ples of the Gospel, as understood and practiced by
the Brethren church. Truly his works will follow

himl

His first wife died Aug. 17, 1865. Jan. 27, 1866,

he was married to Marinda Shockley. She depart-

ed this life Aug. 5, 1876. He was married to Susan-

na Burgess, Sept. 27, 1877. She still survives. He
departed this life Aug. 13, 1897, aged seventy-two

years, three months and nine days. Two wives and
three children preceded him to the spirit land, A
wife and ten children are still living. Funeral ser-

vices conducted by the writer, assisted by Eld.

John R, Wellington, from Rev. 13: 14, to a large

i friends. Geo. L. Studebakbr.

Tract Work.

I think there can be a great work done for

Christ by distributing our tracts and papers. A
few days ago a gentleman, to whom I had handed
a few of our tracts, came to me and asked me if I

had any more, that he had not read, I gave him
some more, for which he thanked me. He said our

tracts contained splendid instruction, and that he

liked very much to read them,

An intelligent, and very highly- respected lady,

came to me a few days ago, and asked me if I

would let her read my Messenger, She said she

had read several of the papers, and liked them very

much. I am now furnishing that lady my Messen-

ger every week, and a fewcopies of the Young Dis-

ciple, as I receive them.

Those people are well informed, and capable of

judging as to what arc good papers. They like to

read our papers, and is it not reasonable to suppose

that other people would be impressed by reading

them also?

Let us all awake to the importance of distribut-

ing our tracts and papers. And as we distribute

them, let us ask the Lord's blessing upon them. I

would also suggest that we awake to the impor-

tance of Christian help work. Christ used Chris-

tian help work as a great means of opening a way

for the Gospel

I was converted to the Truth as it is in Jesus, by

reading some of our tracts, that a dearly beloved

sister gave me. May the good Lord bless that dear

sister, for handing tho=e tracts to me!

Do you want to be a worker for Christ? Do you

want to be nearest to him? Are you willing to

drink of the cup.ror^dolyou shrink from it? Trials

in life you will have. Either you will mount above

them and make them a means.of triumph.to you, or

you'will leathern. destroy you, as they have done

many a Christian Ute. Frank Henderson.

Huntingdon., Ind., July 14,



556

Notes x from x our x Correspondents.

KANSAS.

Notice.—Oi account of the scattered condition

of the memb-rs throughout the Southern half of

Colorado, belonging to the Southwestern District of

Kinsas, we have arranged to hold a love feast at

Rocky Ford, Colo., Sept. 4,—just after what is

known as " Watermelon Day," so that those in at-

tendance from a distance can get the benefit of the

very low rate on the railroad?, and return on their

tickets. We hope many will be in attendince. If

the time of the tickets will not hold good on the

fourth, the feast will be held on the third.—G. E.

Studtbak r.

Scott Valley Church. — We held our harvest

meeting July 29. Bro. Joseph Studebaker preached

in the morning, and Bro. John Crist preached a

missionary sermon in the afternoon. We had a

large attendance and a good meeting. We raised

S3 for missionary work. We met in quarterly

council Aug. 14. Our elder, John Sherfy, was pres-

ent; also Bro. Jesse Studebaker and Bro. L. Wat

kins, from the Cedar Creek church. An election

was held for deacon, the lot falling on Bro. C.

Myers. Four members were received by letter.

Bro. Wm. Lahman has been selected to conduct a

series of meetings for us this fall. Bro. Sherfy

remained with us over Sunday and preached us

two good sermons.

—

Maggie Myers, Sharpc, Kans
,

Aug. 16

Wade Branch Church.—The members of this

church met in quarterly council Aug. 7. Our eld-

er, I. H. Crist, was with us. The business that

came before the meeting was disposed of in a

Christian-like manner. Bro. G. Gigax was elected

to the ministry. Our love feast will be Nov. 6.—

A. M. Sharp, Miami Co.

Brazilton.—Bro. W. H. Mill

Ka /ill of

of Westphalia,

meetings at Bra

and continue asBillon, on the evening of Aug
long as prudent. We have had good rains, and

corn and fall pasture will be good. Peaches are

plenty.—/. W, Wamp'er, Avg. 11,

Salem Church. — Our church met Aug. 14 in

council. Eld. E Eby was with us. The business

that came before the meeting was properly dis-

posed of and with the best of feeling. It seemed

more like a love feast occasion. Bro. Jacob Gor-

don was elected Superintendent of our Sunday

school. Bro. Eby preached for us Sunday morn

ing, and also on the evening of the 15th. He also

gave one of his fatherly talks to the Sunday school

children. Thus closed another short, but a very

refreshing season of worship.

—

L. E. Fahrney, Ster-

ling, Kans., Aug. 16.

Pan Handle.—I just closed a twenty days' meet

ing in the Pan Handle of Texas, commencing July

25. The brethren and sisters seem warm and zeal-

ous, and willing to sacrifice for the Master's cause

The Lord blessed our labors, filling the hearts of

his children with love and joy, and causing the

rinks of the enemy to tremble. Eight made the

good choice. Many more seemed moved to go

with us.— C. H. Brown, Navcrre, Kans., Aug. 17.

INDIANA.

Ladoga.—Oar harvest meeting was held at the

Mt. Pleasant church, Aug. 15. at 11 A. M., and at 3

P. M. brethren Campbell and Bowser preached foi

us. Twenty dollars was contributed for mission

work. A commendable feature of the occasion wa*

the excellent singing. Our love feast wll be held

Oct. 13, commencing at 2 oVock. We expect to

hive a series of meetings about Oct. 1.

—

Lula

Harshbarger, Avg. 16.

Union Church.—Our harvest meeting, held on

Saturday, July 31, was largely attended and proved

to be beneficial to all present. Bro. G. B, Hester

was with us and remained over Sunday. At the

close of the meeting on Sunday night, a brolhei

made application to be received into the church by

baptism, which was_attcnd«d_to early on Monday
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morning. This brother is the head of a family in

which the mother has long since been in the fold

of Christ, Tears of rejoicing were seen upon many
faces. The missionary cau?e was remembered, and
a collection of S1342 gathered.—Laura App'eman,

Plymouth, Ind'., Aug. 10.

Walnut Level Church.—This church held her

quarterly council on Saturday before the first Sun-

day in August, Business was disposed of in a

Christian manner We lost four members by letter

and received two by letter. Bro. Lewis Huffman
and wife, from the Prairie Creek church, came to us

on Saturday evening before the third Sunday of July.

Bro, Huffman preached for us on Saturday evening

and on Sunday forenoon, which was very encourag-

ing to the members Our Sunday school is pro-

gressing finely,— Matinda S Studebaker, Aug. 16.

Summit Church.—Our harvest meeting was held

July 25. We had a good meeting. The preaching

le by Bro. Joseph Spitzer, assisted by Bro,

J. J, Howard. At our last regular appointment,

Aug. 8, one sister was baptized who was formerly a

Methodist.

—

Lizzie Ho'lis, Fairmount, lvd„ Aug. 16.

Eight Mile Church—We held our harvest meet-

ing Aug. 15, in the grove close to Markle. The
weather was delightful and the attendance large.

Many brethren and sisters from the adj ining

congregations were with us. The writer preached

in the forenoon, and in the afternoon we had

missionary talks by the brethren; also by the M.
E. minister of Markle and an aged local minister

of the Disciple church. The collection, S3 31 was

divided between the home and general mission

work.—/. V. Fclthouse, Aug. ij,

PENNSYLVANIA.

Manor Church.—The meeting at the Crooked
Creek churchhouse is to begin Aug 14, by Bro.

H. A. Stahl, and at Purchase Line Sept. 26, by Bro.

Jeremiah Thomas. There will also be a meeting

before the love feast at the Manor church. We
were pleased to have Bro. C. C Johnson, of the

Juniata College, with us a few nights,—to encour-

age us in Sunday school work, missions and educa-

tion. One was baptized since our last report.

—

Liz-

zie Fyock, Aug 10,

Woodbury Church.—We held our harvest meet-

ing Aug. 8. Bro. W, J. Swigart, of Humtingdon,

came to us on SHurday, Aug. 7, and preached for

us. On Sunday morning he very ably entertained

he children from the Sunday school lesson for the

day. While his talk was principally to the chil-

dren, yet there were many good thoughts for those

of maturer age. The harvest sermon was based

upon the subject, " Thinking of God," Acts 14: 17.

He declared to us the goodness of God, and the

evidences of his goodness. On Sunday evening

be gave a sermon to the young. The above meet-

ings were well attended, and we hope good may re-

sult from them. A collec'ion was received for the

mission cause, amounting to $17.69 —/. C. Stayer,

Aug. it.

East Codorus.—We had a great awakening in

our church recently, by means of a series of ser-

mons, preached in the grove surrounding the

churchhouse, by Bro. Albert Hollingcr, of Wash-
ington, D. C. Bro. Albert preached the Word of

God with great boldness. His sermons produced

a profound impression and caused many to stop

and think. Three united with the church, all be-

ing heads of families. The meetings were held at

the Pleasant Hill meetinghouse, within the East

Codorus church. — Esther M. Hiliebr&nd, Logans-

ville. Pa., Aug. 11.

Elk Lick. — Ojr church is moving along harmo-

niously, and the Sunday school also. Good inter-

est is shown in the work. We have an increasing

attendance each Sunday. Our council-meeting was

held on Saturday, Aug. 14. Bro, S. F. Sanger pre-

•ided, Alt business was disposed of pleasantly.

Bro. Sanger preached four inspiring sermons for

.is. We have lately organized a singing-school

i

which is held several times a week. It is hoped
much good may be derived, since we are greatly in

need of good singing. Since the last report one

Aug. 28, 1897,

young brother has been added to the church by
baptism. We have decided to hold our love leas'

Sept. 25. Preparatory services are to begin at
3

o'clock P. M. Bro. Joseph Long will conduct a

series of meetings prior to the feast.

—

Carrie iV,

Beachy, Aug. 16.
onto.

Palestine Church.—We held our harvest meeting

to-day It was a very pUasant gathering. Bro,

Daniel Garver was with us and gave us a practical

sermon. The church was well represented. At this

meeting there was one reclaimed. About two

weeks ago two were received by baptism, an aged

father and mother. The father, realizing that the

time of his departure was near at hand, requested

baptism, and three days later his spirit took its

flight. Surely this is taking hold of the Gospel

plow at the eleventh hour!

—

Daniel Bausman, Baker,

Ohio, Aug. 14,

Loramie Church.—The church met in regular

council Aug. 7. Bro. D. D. Wine presided, assisted

by Bro. Henry Longanecker. A Christian-like spirit

characterized the meeting. One precious soul was

nstated into church fellowship The Breth-

] preached for us on Saturday evening. Bro,

ine also preached for us on Sunday.—John F.

Souders, Oran, Ohio, A*-g. 16.

Ashland.—Our harvest and missionary meetings

ere held Aug. 14, at Maple Grove, Ohio. The
meetings were well attended by Brethren, neighbors

,nd friends. The harvest sermon was preached by

Jro. W L. Dessenberg, one of our home ministers.

The missionary ireeting. at 2 P. M., was made up of

hort speeches of five and ten minutes. Seven

peeches were delivered in this manner in an hour's

time. Then the free-will offerings of the audience

were taken up, which resulted in Si$ 00 for mission-

ary purposes. Our series of meetings is now ar-

ranged to commence on the evening of Oct. iS, to

be conducted by the home ministry over the 19th;

then Bro. Quincy Leckrone will continue the meet-

ings over our love feast, whiih is appointed for Oct,

2, commencing at 10:30 A M.

—

David Snyder,

Aug, 16.

Greenspring Church.—Our harvest meeting was

held to-day. It was conducted by the home min-

istry, We had good interest and liberal contribu-

tions. We collected S-0 21 for India sufferers and

the Asia Minor Orphanage. One dear soul will be

baptized to morrow. One of our members is se-

riously sick, her case having been pronounced be-

yond hope by attendant physician. She was anoint-

ed, and we still hope tha*, by God's special favor,

she may recover. May God grant our prayer!—/

B. Light, Aug. 14.
MISSOURI.

Location Wanted.—I would like to confer with

Brethren, not living too far distant, where there are

some members who need help in the ministry, and

where there would be a chance to get a home on

good terms, or rent, so that we can live, and have

time to devote to the Lord's cause. Any one know-

ing of a chance, can confer with me soon.— T. A.

Robinson, Box 146, Jasper, Mo., Aug. 11.

Rockingham Church.— Our Sunday school has

pledged to suppoit an Armenian orphan this year,

and since this responsibility has been on the school,

we notice that the collections from the classes are

much larger than heretofore. We expect Bro, J,

M. Mohler, of Pennsylvania, to begin a series of

meetings at our church the last of this month.—

Kiltie Keim, Aug 13.

Wakenda Church.—Our quarterly council was

held Aug. 7, with a good attendance. Our elder

not being present, the meeting was conducted by

Bro. Louis Macy, the only minister in our congre-

gation, in a very acceptable manner. Our church-

house needing considerable repairs, a committee of

three was appointed to investigate the needed re-

pairs and cost, and report at a spec :

al council to be

held Sept, 4. We decided to get Bro. J. M. Moh-

ler, of Pennsylvania, to hold a series of meetings for

us. He is working in N trthern Missouri this fall.

Bro. Samuel Good not being present, when elected



Aug. 28, 1897. the qos:ke:l. messenger
as deacon, was received into cffice at this meeting.

Our Sunday school decided to send the proceeds

of the penny collection to Sister Elizabeth Howe,
for the Chicago mission.

—

Emma Van Trump, Har-

din, Mo., Aug 0.

Plattsbarg.—We are in the midst of an interest-

ing meeting, conducted by Bro J M. Mohler, of

Lewistown, Pa. The attendance and attention are

ex:ellent, and the Word is presented with power.

We are endeavoring to build up a Brethren's school

here at Plattsburg. The school opens Sept I, and

the interest and prospects are excellent.—S. a.

Sharp, Avg 17,
IOWA.

Garrison Church.—We have decided to hold our

council-meeting Sept. II. Our home ministers will

preside over the meeting. We expect to hold a

series of meetings in October, commencing Oct. 6.

In connection wi'.h the m»eting we will have a love

fcas: Oct. 16. Aug. 8 two young men were received

into the chu' ch by baptism. More are coming =oon.

May they be a light to their associates and cause

them to read the Word of the Lord for themselves.

Our congregations are still increasing, for which we
feel very thankful.—limit R. Pugh.

Mt. Etna Church. -We met in church council

Aug. 7. AH business was disposed of in love. We
took up a free-will offering, amounting to S2 07. We
decided lo have our love feast Nov. 6 and 7, com-
mencing a series of meetings a week before. We
chose Bro. David F. Sink as delegate for District

Meeting.

—

Emma A. Sink, Aug. II,

Oak Grove Church—The regular church visit

having been paid, the chu'eh met in business meet-

ing Aug. 7, Bro. C. M. Brower presiding. The
church was found in peace. All tusiness was dis-

posed of satisfactorily. Our love feast took place

Aug. 14. Ministering brethren with us were, J. S.

Snyder, H. R. Taylor, C. M. Brower and Anthony
Sanger. The Bread of Life was dealt out to us
richly.

—

T Hie Clint, Lone Trie, Iowa.

Pleasant View.—Our fall love feast will be held

Oct. 9 and 10. We expect Bro. C Yearout, of Cedar
Rapid*, to begin a seriei of meetings for us Sept 26,

and continue until the feast. Our Sunday school is

progressing nicely.

—

Nanny B, Tipton, Aug. II,

NORTH DAKOTA.

Cando Church.—The harvest meeting near Grand
Harbor, Aug. 1, was well attended, considering the

threatening rain. The best of order and attention

were given while brethren Seibert, A. B. Peters.

J. Brooks, and others, were preaching. A collec-

tion was taken at the close of the meeting, for mis-

sionary work, which resulted in raising S10 The
meeting was good, and we hope that many lasting

impressions were made.—M. A. Eisenhour, Grand
Harbor, N. Dak., Aug. 12.

Kenmare.—A Sunday school was organized at

this place July 4. with the writer as Superintend-
ent. Our average attendance has been about fifty,

which, considering the fact that the first settlement
here was made this spring, we think is very com.
mendable. We use the Brethren's literature. We
named our school the D;slaco Valley Sunday
school, which is also the name of our church, which
was organized July 17. A report of the latter or-

ganization, we think, has been sent in,

—

A. W. Haw-
baker.

COLORADO.

Villa Park.—Our quarterly council was a pleasant
one. We decided 10 build the rear part of our
church. It will be ready to occupy Sept. 1. Our
Communion meeting will be held Stpt. II, at 3 P.M.
Brethren traveling west will please make a note of
this,—Birtha Buckwalter, Aug. II.

Monte Vista.—Our District evangelist,—Bro. G.
E. Studebaker,—preached for us one week. Not
having had any preaching by the Brethren for four
months, his sermons were very refreshing. He left

us to-day with a promise to come back in the near
future. There were no accessions, but the mem-
bers were greatly encouraged, and we were all

"lade happy,—/', Heilman, Aug. p.
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ILLINOIS.

Mulberry Grove—We held our quarterly coun
cil Aug. 8. A good deal of business came before
the meeting, but all was satisfactorily settled, and
love and harmony prevailed. July 25 four were
received into Ihe church by confession and baptism.
We rejoiced to see the young people come out on
the Lord's side.—Henry Lilligh. Aug. 16.

Mulberry Grove.—Bro. Silas Hoover, of Penn-
sylvania, will begin a scries of meetings at Mul-
berry Grove, III

, Sept 4, in Lilligh's Hall, We al-

so expect Bro. J. Henry Showalter to be with us
and lead in the singing throughout the entire meet-
ings. Though there are but few members here in

town, we trust that the Lord will prosper ust—
G'ace Lilligh, Aug. 14.

Hudson.—By the reading of a short article in

last Gospel Messenger, I suppose that Mt. Mor-
ris is the best place to further prepare our preach
ers for the various fields. I thank the Lord for
that. There are fields ripe for the harvest in this

County. Send them here. Kvery church should
be "a city set on a hill."—-John Snave'y, Sen , Aug
16.

VIROINIA.

Piedmont. —Yesterday the new church at Back
Rock was dedicated. The means for building the
church were given mostly by the Brethren, Metho-
dists and Baptists. There is a schoolhouse near

by, in which the services of God are sometimes
held, but a churchhnuse was much needed. The
assembly yesterday was exceedingly large, and
the dedicatory sermons most excellent. In the
forenoon Mr. Porter, presiding elder of the Metho-
dist church, delivered an able addresi. The first

sermon in the afternoon was preached by Bro. P. S.

Miller, of Roanoke, Va , followed by Mr. John
Hall, minister of the Pfimitive Baptist church.

Bro. R. T. Forbes is superintendent of a very inter-

esting Sunday school at that place. Two dear

young sisters were receive. I into the church by
baptism this week.

—

Fronie Laymm, Aug. ij.

Pleasant Valley.—We met in chu ch council to

day. The txiembeis had been visited prior to this

meeting. The report of the visit was handid in,

and disposed of in quite a satisfactory manner
Our Communion will be Oct. 2. We made up, for

the India sufferers, $3 f—Samuel A. Driver, Wiyers

Cave, Va ,
Aug. If

WEST VIROINIA.

Eglon.— I have just returned from a mission trip

to Red Creek, Tucker Co., W. Va., and other points.

I preached six discourses, besides delivering three

funeral sermons. I baptized three, one a sister,

eighty-five years old. It seems rather sad to see

people putting off their return until su-:h a late

hour. On a trip to the same place in June I bap-

tized two. Truly the harvest is great but the labor-

ers are few X—Jcnrs Fike, Aug. to.

CALIFORNIA.

Los Angeles—Bro. Paul Wetzel was at meeting

yesterdiy for the last time, for a while, at least

He, in company with his son-in-law, Mr. Linn, goes

East. Bro. Wetzel will stop in Kansas City with

one of his daughters for some time. Baptism was

administered at the close of the morning service.

—

P. S. Myers, Aug. p.

TENNESSEE.

Big Sandy.—Aug. 11 we started to go to our

church home, New Hope, Carroll Co., Tenn., where

Bro. Charles Davis was holding a series of meet-

ings. We had very interesting meetings, and good

attendance. There are only six members at that

point, but they are true and faithful in the Master's

service. Two of them are ministers that were elect-

ed in the spring. They have regu'ar appointments

every third Sunday in the month, and a mission

point in Benton County, about twenty five miles

from there. They have a fine country The fruit-

trees are bending under the load of delicious fruit.

Nicer people it would be hard to find than the

faithful few of New Hope.—E. G, Shullz, Aug, IJ,

TEXAS.

Pleasant Valley Church.—This little band was
made to rejoice by the presence of Bro. Joseph
Giick, who came to us July 5. He commenced
preaching next day and continued till the 21st. He
preached seventeen sermons besides being present

no accessions, but many good impressions were
made.— E.iiabelh Bowman, Postoak, Tex., Aug. 16.

LOUISIANA.

Grayson.— I am in the mission here and will con-
tinue several weeks. One young man came out last

night, and others, we believe, will come. Pray for
me and the work!

—

S. A. Honberger, Avg, /o,

MICHIOAN.

McBain.—We will have a series of meetings at

Gait, beginning Aug. 2», and to last 10 days. Our
Communion will be Sept. 4. The meetings will be
conducted by Bro. John Lair, of Custer.—Moses
Burkel, Aug. 14,

CORRESPONDRNCR

Sunday School Meeting of Western Pennsylvania.

This meeting will be held at the Walnut Gr
church, Johnstown, Aug. 31 and Sept. 1.

Tuesday Evening, Aug. j/,

Opening Exercises.—Hiram Lehman.

Shrmon.—" Relation of the Sunday School to the Church."
-H.S. Myers.

Meeting closed by Jos, Holsopple.

Wednesday Morning, o o'clock.

Reading of Scriplure and Prayer—R. T. Pollard, Organi-
Kition. Business. Discussion of the following topics:

1. "What Part Should the Church Take in Organizing the

2. " What Benefits are to be Derived from Teachers' Meet-
ings?

"

3. " How to Use Sunday School Furnishings."

4 "How May the Sunday School be Made More Efficient

in Leading Her Pupils to Salvation?"

;,
*' Methods of Teaching the Little Folks."

Queries. Business. Closing Exercises.

C.C.Johnson,)
S. S. Blough -Committee.
J. F. DIETZ.

The Baltimore Work.—Special Notice.

Donations for the benefit of missions among the

poor boys and girls at Locust Point, and the Boys'

and Girls' Bible School, 12 West Camden St.,

should be sent to Bro. James T. Quinlan, 305 South
CharlfsSt, Baltimore, Md.
Contributions for building a church in Baltimore

hould be addressed to the Home Mission Fund,

Sister M. J. Geiser, Secretary, 1607 Edmondson
Ave., Baltimore, Md.
The church here passed upon this and asked me

to have it published in the Messenger.

Ezra M. Bish,

Secretary of District Mission Board

of Eastern Maryland.

Westminster, Md., Avg. 18.

Notice to the Middle District of Iowa.

There has been a change made in the time for

the meetings at the Des Moines Valley church, and

they will be as follows: Love feast Sept. 22, at 2

o'clock; District Meeting Sept. 23, at 9 o'clock;

Ministerial Meeting, Sept. 24, at g o'clock. The
Ministerial Meeting was to be before District Meet-

ing, but it was thought best to change and have

District Meeting first, preceded by a love feast.

All trains will be met at Ankeny, on Wednesday,
Sept. 22. No other trains will be met unless we are

notified, and then we will respond promptly,

W. E. West,
Elkhart, Iowa, Avg. to.
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From Cabool, Mo.

At Mountain View, some Old Order Breth

ren have been misrepresening the Brethren,

saying that we had left them. A man, living

there, knew better, and wtote me to come and

holds nix-im Mo
t by Wm. Mullen, who

veyed me four mile » to the place of mee

Here I preached four sennons, baptized six.—

three men and their wives,—all heads of fa:

Hies. Three of them were members of the

Campbellite church, one a member of thi

"Church of God," and two were Baptists, t

Campbellite minister challenged me to debate

witb him on feet-washing, I gave a few tract;

to the people on Sunday night.

On Monday,—the day on which I was t(

baptize those who had made application,—

.

laid the rules of the church before them, a:

usual. We then went to the water. The las

of the five app'icants was a sister, and ai

soon as she was baptized, her husband re

quested baptism also. Having heard what wi

require of our members, be signified his de

sire to be governed by the same rule, anc

was then received by baptism. This broth-

er and wife formerly beknged to the Baptist

church, having joined that body in England.

He is well posted in Scripture, and we hope

he will be useful in the church. This coming

Friday, the Lord willing, I commence a series

of meetings at Dry Creek, Douglass Co., Mo.

F. W. Dovb.

Northwest Baltimore Mission.

Warm weather during July did not hinder

the Master's work at the above mission.

Three sermons were preached during the

month. July 18, after preaching, a number of

us walked across Druid Hill Park to Wood-

berry, with an applicant for baptism. As we

neared the race, it began raining very fast.

Notwithstanding the rain, in a few minutes

over a hundred persons gathered around us,

and showed the greatest respect, as Bro. I. A.

Smith baptized a Norwegian. This is the filth

baptized at Northwest Baltimore Mission this

year.

This brother was a sailor, who came to

Washington, D. C, in the winter of 1891-92,

where he joined the Baptist church in March,

1891, as the result of his visiting the Central

Union Mission. In 1894 Mr. Thompson was

appointed Superintendent of the Industrial

Department of Central Union Mission, which

position he occupied one year, after which he

moved his family to Baltimore, where he

learned to know more about the Brethren,

through tracts from Bro. Quinlan.

If the Messenger readers could have been

in our Sunday school, last Sunday, to see how
we were crowded, so that we could scarcely

kneel in prayer, you would then join our 20,000

list, to give fifty cents for our very much need-

ed church lot and house.

During July we received $21,15 f°r Home
Mission Fund, for lot and house.

Notice. — Those who send us donations

may think it strange that their names, with

amounts donated, are not published in the

Messenger. For want of space, we omit the

names, reporting only the total amounts, but a

careful record is kept of all donations sent us.

If ever a hcise of worship was needed in a

city, it is needed in Baltimore right now. We
have the members and the congregations, but

no house to worship in (save an insufficient

hall, twelve by nineteen feet, on second floor)

J.S. Ge«ser.

i6o7 Edmonson Ave., Baltimore, Md., Aug. 7.

Among the Isolated.

In obedience to the demand of the Home
Mission Board, I left my home at Glade, Pa.,

July 21, to pay my fifth visit to the isolated

members of the Reyerson station congrega-

tion. My first stop was with the Brethren at

Hickory Knob, W. Va , where I held forth the

Word for eight days. During that time 1 vis-

ited twenty-three members and found them
strong in the faith.

From thence I went to the Beaver Dam
schrolhouse, eighteen miles from the first

point, where I found many who were glad to

receive the Breid of Life. Here I preached
six sermon>, God blessed our labors with the

immediate result of five dear souls being

buried with Christ in baptism and one re-

On the evening of Aug
vate house to hold the first love feast, held in

tbat arm of the church, Twenty-three com
muned, of whom but two ever saw a Com
munion ere tbis one took place. Some of tht

members belonged to th-? church twenty years

and never bad communed. Tbis is anothei

demonstration of the sad state of our isolated

members. The joy that was exhibited among
them should arouse our sympathy in behalf

of our dear isolated members, that each

ister would make a stronger effort to heed

their cries and break the Bread of Life

them, for their souls are pr;cious in the sight

of God. H A, Stah

Glade, Pa., Aug. 6,

From Belleville, Kaus.

While spending nine months in missionary

irk in Southern California, we bad sc

periences. While only four precio

accepted Christ during our efforts

fie'd, we hope, however, there was some seed

•wn to ripen in the future.

July 29, wife and I, in company with Sam-

uel Henry and wife, arrived in Belleville.

Judging by the outside appi

ual condition of the church,

the outlook favorable at this place. The
.ngbouse is well painted and the church-

yard and cemetery well ktpt. There is a

1 Sunday school and social meeting. A
half hour song service is held each Sunday

ng. This has been kept up regularly,

and we are ready to believe tbat the spiritual

needs of the church are amply provided for

were sorry to find that Bro. James Z. Gil-

;, who had labored so faithfully for the

church, has gone to other fields of abor.

C. S. HOLSINGER.
Aug. 4,

MINISTERIAL PROGRAMS.

Northern District of Indiana. •

The following is the program of the Minis-

rial Meeting of the Northern District of In-

ana, to be held in the English Prairie

church, Tuesday evening and Wednesday,

Oct. 5 and 6, 1897:

Tuesday Evening, 7 .- jo.

tMON—"Till We Come Unto a Perfect

Man," etc. Eph. 4: 13—A. H. Puterbaugh.

11 'idnesday,—Morning Session.

1 levotioital Services and organization,

A.—THE MINISTRY.

The Lord's Call, (a) Whom Does He
Call? (A) When? (<r)Why? (d) How.'—Alex.
Miller.

direction of the Holy. Ghost, (a) How
Obtained? (/>) How Manifested? {c) Nature

of the Results?—G. D. Zollers.

3. The Church's Part, (a) When Should

She Elect? [6) What Should Characterize

Her Readiness? (c) How Should She be Put

n Readiness? (d) Who Should Prepare Her?

(c) How Avoid Undue Canvassing by Over-

ixious Members?—W. R. Deeter.

(3) Should young Brethren Educate and

Study in View of the Ministry? Should they

be Encouraged to do so?—J. H. Sellers.

Discussion.

i- What does he Need by way of Becom-
ng a Minister? (1) Temporal: if Married,

f Single? (2) Intellectual: Books, Journals,

Helps, etc. (a) How should he be Expected

o Get these? (*) What Should He do for Him-
elf ? (c) What should the Church do for him?
d) How?—G. B. Shively.

(3) Social: In Personal Appearance, Sympa-
thy, Respect, Friendly Direction and Prayers.

Wm. B Neff.

Discussion.—Miscellaneous.

Afternoon Session,

lis most Consistent Occupation. 2. To
what Extent may the Church Regulate his Em-
ployment? 3. What Constitutes a Consecrated

Ministry?—J. H. Miller.

His Hours of Study. (1) When? (2) How
Study? (3) How can he Give the Necessary

Time to Study? 5 Should the Minister

Study his Sermons? " How? 6, What is the

best Method of Preparing a Sermon?—Wn
Bussard.

' 7. Location and External Appearance of hi

Home. 8. His Management of his Family. (1)

Attitufe towards his Wife. (2) His Control

over his Children. (3) His Behavior in ca

Domestic Opposition and Persistent Dis

agement. {4) His Ability to Make Himself

Sociable and Entertaining.—J. R. Miller.

9. His Relation to other Ministers (1) Con-

fidence in, Respect, and Social and Official

Preference for. (2) How can we best Effect

more of a Oneness in tbe Ministry?—John

Ury.

Discussion.

B.-THE MINISTER'S WIFE.

1. Paper.—Sarah J. Miller.

2. Incidents of Personal Experience Par-

ticular to Ministers' Wives.—By Minister's

Wives, Sister Jeremiah Gump, Si-ter W, R,

Deeter, Sister J. C. Muiray, Sister G. B. Shively,

Sister Hiram Forney, Sister I. L. Berkey.

3. Essay,—Gertrude A. Flory.

Closing business and adjournment.

Evening Session.

Song Service.

Questions asked and answered.

Sermon, "The Sentiment of the Church, and

of Her Ministers,"—Lemuel Hillery.

A. I Mow,
J

C. Schrock, f Committee.
I. L. Berkey, )

-MATRIMONIAL-

SHANK—LIGHT. —At the home of the

ide's father, in Manheim, Pa., Aug. 8, 1897,

by Eld. B Z. Eby, Mr. David W. Shank and
* Anna E. Light. M. E. Bakrk,

FALLEN + ASLEEP

BRECUNIER.—In the Rock River church,

n the town of Franklin Grove, 111., Aug 7,

1897, Sister Estella, wife of friend Q. A Bre-

:unier, aged 23 years, 1 month and 14 days,

Estella (Haughtelir) Brecunier was born at

Panora, Iowa, June 23, 1S74. She was united

irriage with Quimby A Brecunier Oct.

894. About two years ago her health

began to fail, and in a few months it became
pparent that she was a prey to that dread

isease, consumption, She leaves a husband

nd one child. Funeral discourse by brethren

G. B. Royer and C. M. Suter.

C. H. Hawbecker,

SENGER.—In the same congregation, Aug,

o, 1897, Sister Susan, wife of Bro. D. B. Sen-

der, aged 47 years, 5 months and 14 days. Su-

an A. (Buck) Senger was born near Franklin

Grove, 111., Feb. 26, 1850. She united with the

Brethren church in her eigh'eentb year, and

lived a consistent member to tbe day of her

. She was united in marriage to Bro. D.

B. Senger, March 18, 1875, and 1o lnem were

six children, three of whom, with her

husband, survive her. There seemed to be

nothing left undone by a sincerely devoted

husband for her comfort in her many hours of

suffering, which she appreciated to the last.

Funeral services by brethren Dierdoiff and
Suter, C. H. Hawbecker.

LEMON.—At Roanoke, 111 , in the Panther

Creek church, Woodford Co,, 111., July 30, 1897,

Bro. Henry Lemon, aged 69 years and 20 days,

Bro, Lemon was born in Botetonrt County,

Va., and was a member of the Brethren

church for forty-three years, Funeral dis-

mrse by the writer. Twos. Reiser.

EMMERT.—In the Panther Creek church,

Dallas Co., Iowa, July 27, 1897, Bro. Theodore

Smmerr, aged 56 years, 8 months and 15 days,

-le was born near Hagerstown, Md., and

inited witb the church about forty years ago

le was married to Catherine Wolf, Sept. 13,

868. He leaves a wife and five sons. The
deceased, with his youngest son, started to

with two loads of grain for a neighbor.

While yet within sight of his own home be

dropped over on his spring-seat, and in a few

ents he was gone, Funeral services con-

ducted by Bro, D, E, Brubaker, from 1 Thess.

4; 13, 15, J, S. Shbaffbr,

Aug- 28,

Deceased was the only child of friend Andre
and Wilhelmine Olson. Fnneral services co

ducted at tbe Oysterville Baptist church, by
the writer, from Eccl. 8: 6-8.

J. U. G. Stivrrson.

POTE.—In the Woodbury church, Bedford

Co , Pa., July 20, 1897. Sister Leah Pote, wife

of David Z. Pote, aged 45 years, 11 monthi
and 16 days. Servi es by Eld. C. L. Buck

SETTLEMEYER.-In the New Enterprise

church, Bedford Co., Pa., July 28, 1897, Mn„
nie Belle Settlemeyer, wife of David Seit LE.

meyer, aged 26 years, 11 months and 25 day»

Services by Eld. J. L. Holsinger.

J. C Stave h.

LEIT—In the Prairie View church, Mor .

gan Co., Mo, July 17, 1897, John Christian, in-

fant son of friend Joe and Sister Callie Lcii,

aged about two months. Interment in the

Bethel cemetery. Bfrtha Krinh.

MOOMAW.—At her home near Girard, Ma.

coupin Co., 111., July 31, 1897, Mrs. Francis

Moomaw, aged 69 years, 8 months and ij

days. Deceased was bom near Amsterdam,

Botetourt Co., Va„ Nov. 16, 1829. She was the

daughter of John C. and Mary Ann Gisb. Her

mother's maiden name was Noffsioger. She

was married to David Mooroaw in Roanoke

County, Va., April 1, 1847. Th«y resided 10

that County until Sept. 12, 1S51, when they

came to Illinois, locating near Auburn, Sanga-

mon County. Feb. 9, 1882, they removed to

Macoupin County, and to the homestead from

which she departed this life. She was the

mother of nine children, four having preceded

her to the spirit lind. A husband and five

children remain. About twenty nine year]

ago she was baptized and united with the Mis-

sionary Baptist church. Last Sunday, Aug t,

after touching and appropriate services, con-

ducted by Mr. M, U. Kitzmiller, of Girard. Ill,,

tbe minister who baptized and received her

into the church, we laid her to rest.

Julia A. Otewalt.

NISINGER.—In the Salem church. Ohio,

Ang. 4, 1897, Catherine Nisinger, aged 55

years, n months and 20 days. Deceased was

anointed just one month previous. Funeral

services at Georgetown, from Rev. 22: 14, b»

Eld. Jesse Kinsey and the writer,

YOUNGER—In the bounds of the Okaw

church, Moultrie Co., Ill,, Au?. 9, 1897, Bro,

S. S. Younger, aged 62 years, 2 months and 7

days. Deceased was born in North Carolina;

he was married Oct. 4, 1860, to Elizabeth

Souther; moved to Illinois in 186a, and united

with the church of the Brethren, in which he

was a faithful mimster for a number of years,

He leaves his companion, (a sister) and sir

children, three having preceded him. His

death was a great shock to all, as it was very

sudden. He left the bouse in apparently

good health and went to the barn, where only

a few moments later he was found by his com-

panion. Funeral by the undersigned, from J

Tim. 4: 6, 7, 8, to a large congregation.

John Arnold,

JOHNSON.—Near Red Creek, Tucker Co.,

W. Va., Oct. 7, 1896, Florence A. Johnson,

aged 8 years. Funeral sermon by the writer

from Matt. 24: 44.

WOLFORD.—Also at the same place, Bro.

Mahlon Wolford, aged 6r years, 8 months and

8 days. Funeral by the writer, from Ps, 17: "S>

FLANNAGAN,—Alsn, at the same place,

Samuel A. Flannagan, son of Brother and Sister

Robert Flannagan, aged 13 years. Funera

discourse by the writer, froi

jFik

HOOVER.—At his home, with his son, in tr>-

Lune Creek church, Huntingtoa Co , Ind., "
ly 30, 1897, Bro. Alexander Hoover, aged JW

years, 5 months and 29 days. Deceased wr<

born in Ohio, and came with his parents f

Wayne County, Ind. In 1844 he married !"

sanna Wimmer. To this union were born t>«

children,—one son and four daughters, **"

ly in life Bro. Hoover united with the Germa*

Baptist church, and was a consistent memD'"'

up to the time of his death, which occurrW

July 30, For several months Bro. Hoover na"

been growing more feeble, but his death can"

suddenly and unexpected. He leaves one V
and four daughters. Funeral services by tu r

1, from Prov. 11:30, J. V, FELTHOUsr-
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JOHNSON.—At his home, in the vicinity of

High Point, Decatur Co., Iowa, Aug. n, 1897,

Henry Johnson, aged about 02 years. Ser-

vices at his late residence by the writer. Text,

Rom. 5: 12. Interment at High Point.

L. M. Kob.

MISER.—In the Lost Creek congregation.

Pa., Aug. 2, 1897, Sister Barbara, wife of Bro.

Frederic Miser, aged 57 years, 4 months and

10 days. Deceased was a daughter of the

late Henry Hirt, and was first married to Bro.

Elias Longanecker. Their union was blessed

with two sons, one of whom preceded her to

the spirit land. She had internal cancer and
suffered intensely, yet bore it with a Chiis-

tian fortitude. She was anointed by Bro, Levi

S. Mohler. Funeral occasion improved by

brethren Elias Landis, S. S. Beaver and Jo-

seph Auker, from Prov. 14: 32.

John Haot.

GARBER.—In the Flat Rock church, Va.,

July 24, 1807, of heart trouble, Sister Fannie V
Garber, wife of Abraham Garber, aged 54

year 1:, n months and eight days. Her maid-

en name was Cline, she being a daughter of

the late Samuel and Mary Cline, near Broad-

way, Va. She was a member of the Breth-

ren church for about thirty-six years. She was

married March 11, 1890. Her funeral was

held at the Linville Creek church, July 26.

Services by the Brethren from John 8: jr,

We trust that our loss is her gain.

Jacob A. Garber.

METZGER—In the bounds of the Tusca-

rawas church, Ohio, June 27, 1897, Cyrus Metz

ger, aged 19 years and 17 days. The subject

of this notice was an invalid. He nevei

walked and could not help himself at all. He
was a great sufferer, and needed the assist-

ance of others constantly. The funeral was

largely attended. Funeral sermon by the

writer. Reuben Shroyer.

SNYDER.—In the bounds of the Botetoun

congregation, Va., Aug. 12, 1897, of cohsump^

tion, Bro. James D. Snyder, aged 20 years

and 4 months. Deceased was a good boy,

having joined the church when dbout fiftei

years of age. His funeral was preached by

Bro. J. A, Dove, from r Cor. 15: 22.

S. L. Shav
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The Church Manual.

This little work, by Eld. H. B. Brumbaugh,
gives thorough information on the various top-

treated, in a concise and comprehensive

Conthnts: Declaration of Faith; The Sab-

bath; Loyalty to the Civil Government; Non-
resistance; Anointing the Sick; On Taking the
Oath; Temperance; Conformity to the World;
Church Governraent;The Church Visit; Church
Officers; How to Conduct Church Meetings;
Rules for Members in Case of Offenses; Sun-
day Schools; The Prayer Meeting; The Mar-
riage Relation; Burial Service; Family Wor-
ship; Parliamentary Rulings.

Price.—Single copy, post-paid, 15 cents;

per dozen, $1.50. Address this office.

cm !•< ti i>ii;i-:ct<h; \.

Los Angeles, CaU—Ho. 238 South Han-

Chicago, III—183 Thirteenth Place. Serv>

Baltimore City Mission.— 1108 Towson

Hortliwest Baltimore Mission.—Corner

Cedar Itapids, Iowa.—Cor. 4th Ave, and

ADVERTISEMENTS *

Europe and Bible Lands.

Not all can go to foreign lands and see for

themselves the many interesting sights pre-

sented to the observant traveler. Many have

neither time nor means to spend in that diret

tion, and yet they would like to know somi

thing about the world at large. To such w

recommend " Europe and Bible Lands,

With those who are interested in Bible study

this work will always remain a favoi

Those who have read the ordinary book of

travel will be surprised to find "Europe

Bible Lands" of thrilling interest for both old

and young. Those who have not yet secured :

copy of the work should embrace this opportu

nity of securing it. Price, in fine cloth binding,

only $1.25 per copy, post-paid. To agents who

are prepared to posh an active canvass of the

work, we are willing to give special Induce-

ments. For particulars address:

Brethren Publishing Hodse,

Mt. Morris, 111,

Thb following is the list of the periodicals,

Sunday School Helps, etc.

••Small Talk about Business."

A hankers business hints for men a

women. By A. E, Rice. Revised and 1

larged.

Business is money-making. The most im

ey is made by those who do not makemistah
Every mistake you make is a loss, to you

to some one else, so the less mistakes you
make, the sooner you will be rich.

How not to make mistakes? It is explained

What to do, to be right, in the thousand and
one little emergencies that arise in business?

You learn it by the book.

The book is: "Small Talk about Business."

It is simple and comprehensive. It tells just

exactly what you want to know,
It is a book for those who have money to

It is a book for rnouey-makers.

It is a money-maker.

Elegant cloth binding, gilt stamped; 128

pages. By mail, price, 50 cents. Addres
office.

The Lord Our Righteousness.

Eld. S. N. McCann's new book, "The Lord
Our Righteousness," discusses a great ques

tion in an able manner. It is one of the book
destined to make a sensation among Bibl

readers, and not one reader of the Mk.hsrn<;ki

should be without it. Bro. McCann has had
the kindness to dedicate this excellent book
the Home Mission Fund of the Brethren

Baltimore, Md. The object of this fund is

raise money to build a much-needed house

worship in that city. The profits from the s

of this book go to this fund, so that every book
sold will add to the fund. The work contains

128 pnges, is neatly bound in good cloth, and

will prove one of the most interesting books

yet put out by the Brethren. Price, 50 cents

Will be sent post-paid to any part of the Unit-

ed States. Terms to Agents, 40 cents each,

prepaid, in lots of three or more, Address all

orders to this office.

Do You Sing?
If so, have you examined the Brethren Sun-

day School Song Book? It is a well-arranged

and carefully-selo'tcd collection of songs suita-

ble for the Sunday School, I'rayer Meeting or

Social Gathering.

Thousands of ihcm have- been sold, and to

introduce the book this offer is made to Sun-

day School Superintendents and Choristers.

Order a copy, either round or shaped notes,

accompanied with 35 cents, the retail price,

and we will send the book and a coupon good

for 35 cents on the first dozen books or-

dered at the regular price, S3.60 per dozen pre<

paid. Address:

Brethren Publishing House,
Mt. Morris, 111,

Baltimore City Church.

Frio*, prepaid

Our Publications.

Children at Work—Weekly; well-lllustra

d; contains the Sunday school lesson, with
explanation, etc., adapted to the understanding
of small children. No better publication can
be found for the little boys and girls of onr
Sunday schools.

The Oospel Meaaenger.—A large, religions

weekly,—published in the interest of the Breth-
>r German Baptist church and their only

recogniicd rhurch organ. Price, $1,50 per

The Young Disciple.—An illustrated week-
ly for the young. This is one of the most in-

teresting Sunday school papers published, and
should be used in all the schools within reach
of our people,

Slnglo copy. p«r nnnum | M

Brethren's Family Almanac—Every fam-
ily should have this Almanac; complete In ev-
ery way. Price, per copy, 10 cents; special

terms to energetic agents,

Brethren'! Quarterly.—Prepared for all ad-
vanced classes. It contains the lesson texts
and a complete explanation of the lesson
throughout. In preparing this quarterly we
keep constantly in view the needs ol the
Brotherhood, and aim to fully adapt It to their

SUi8lciabicrlptloD,Qn«*y«ar Kcenls

-IX,.

Juvenile Quarterly.—Prepared especially

for the intermediate classes. This is one of the
neatest, and best illustrated quarterlies pub-
lished. The pictures are selected with great
care, and every lesson Is Illustrated, The Utile

folks are delighted with It,

Sin-,.

Sunday School Supplies.—We keep any
thing that is osed in Sunday school work,
Write us for prices on goods not adver-

tised here,

»*'%•"->>•: v««„..!....,

j.ol.n.1 ,b.„ or ...t l.„oa,

Sunday School Reward Cards.—Onr stock

of cards is large and presents a variety

in styles and prices so as to please all.

Please send us a trial order and be con*

vlnced.

di, veiy dne gilt edge, ilio

Landscape and Kloweri,

extra One, Hie S}fx«M • -

*ndBo»pe,ili08i8«,. . . .

.andaoape.alieSxfiK,. . . .

t Landscape, Hie SHxft*,

.

ffi% Landsoape and Birds, Hie us*, . . .

. . 10 stall,

Other Helps.—We are prepared to fnrnlsk

Bible Dictionaries, Commentaries, Maps, and
Bibles of every description, Always write as

before ordering elsewhere,

When ordering cards be lire to give lim-
ber aid price as well as the same, • that una
may bs at mistake,

Bbiihu Pdmiibihg Boon,
Mint Mtnli, III
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 1

DISTRICT MEETINOS.

LOVE FEASTS.

M., Maple

HOMESEEKERS'

EXCURSIONS
Red River Valley, Devils Lake, and

Turtle Mountain Regions

in North Dakota,

Sept. 7 and 21, Oct. 5 and 19,

Great Northern Railway

In Northern Minnesota and North Dakota,

eluding MayviUc, Crary, Devils Lake,

Grand Harbor, Cliurchs Ferry,

Leeds, Cando, liisbee. Rol-

One Fare for the

Hound Trip

plus £2.00; tickets good for 21 days from date

of sale, and good for return any time within

limit. This will enable parties to visit the

original Brethren settlements in North Dakota
just as harvest begins.

Tho:

MAX BASS,

Chicago, III.

J. J. ELLIS & CO.,

General Commission Merchants

Windsor
European Hotel,

TRIBUNE BLOCK,

14S 10 153 Dearborn St, S. Gkbgstbn, Prop

CHICAGO, ILL.

JUNIATA COLLEGE.

The twenty-second year of Juniata

College opens Sept. 13, 1897, with in-

creased facilities for doing thorough

practical work.

The Faculty is composed of nineteen

Instructors and Lecturers.

The Bible Department, the oldest

the Brotherhood, will be enriched by

new instruction and courses of study.

The newly-revised Classical Course

offers full collegiate training under

church influence and under the direc-

tion of competent professors.

The Normal English, Seminary, Mu-

ll and Business Courses present excel-

lent advantages to students in these

departments.

Write for the new catalogue and a

sample copy of the Juniata Echo; both

will be sent free. Address:

Juniata College, Huntingdon, Pa,

DOS PALGS COLONY IX'r.VK^

.FREE FOR HAY FEVER.
OATARIUI, ASTHMA AMI llt'AllACHE.

JUNIATA BIBLE LECTURES.

v published In book

ume is neatly boun.

Doctrinal Outlines

Is a book of 77 closely-printed pages that is

growing in favor wherever it is known. It is a

work for ministers, Sunday school workers and

others, containing outlines on the following:

Historical, Doctrinal, Missionary, Secret Soci-

eties, Homilelics, Revivals, The Sunday School

The Home.

It is highly prized in Smyrna. (See page 41

of Messenger.) Order soon, as the number
on hand is limited. Price, paper cover 15

cents; cloth, 25 cents, prepaid.

Brethren Publishing House,
Mt. Morris, 111,

One Fare, plus $2, for the
Round Trip

!

Visit Central North Dakota

Inspect the Harvest

!

Secure a Home!

...HOMESEEKERS'...

EXCURSIONS
August 3 and 17,
September 7 and 21

Northern Pacific Railway

1 Sykeulon. Tickets • 'i.kki r

O. "W. MOTT.

WM. H. PH1PPS,
ST. PAUL, MINN.

iCHEAP EXCURSIONS TO}

NEBRASKA!
September 7. 21. October 5, 19.1

1 On these dates round-trip Ml r*
tickets, fond iv,r2l clays. will nHLr f
be sold by all JJiulingto

A Dry, Healthy Climate.

jA Soil Unsurpassed for Richness,
j

i easy to cultivate, and yielding
j

!
all varieties of crops.

wonderful ii::ztb:lv;:z *:zt«

-SijU-ui,-'. 1 <:,ui iru'rhfuHy

>r Hcadnch.) Sps-HM. nrU'

Cap Goods.

Do You Want Fine Stock?

a oblukini. Writ.* j
I>, BQWLASD,

REPORT

ANNUAL MEETING!

The last Annual Meeting being

exceedingly interesting, by reason

of the many important topics dis-

cussed, all our members should

have a copy of the Report. Send
your order to-day 1 Price, 25 cts.

per copy, or $2.60 per dozen.

Address this office.

The Old Testament as Related to

the New Testament and

Christ in Both.

Ions, published by t

FROM DARKNESS :;:.:

BLACK SILK IVATOI CHAINS •

Plattsburg College.

Teeter's Commentary

The prices on this popular and

liable Commentary have now been

duced to the following:

Cloth Binding, two volumes, - $4.01

Half Leather, two volumes, - - 4.51

Half Morocco, two volumes, - - 5.01

Stud for Sptciat Priest to Agtntt,
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The returning tide of prosperity seems quite ap

parent on every hand. The people of this country

ate now looking forward to better days when there

will be an increased demand for the products of the

soil, the output of the shops and better wages for

labor. Not for many years have the indications

been so encouraging as at this time. Confidence is

being restored, more capital invested and a number

of manufacturing establishments are opening up.

All this means less idle men and less suffering.

The high price of wheat brings prosperity to the

wheat-growing sections, and enables the farmers to

cancel many of their debts and improve their sur-

roundings. But there is another side connected

with the improved condition of affairs that needs

attention. In the rising tide of prosperity men are

apt to overreach themselves by making improve-

ments and investments that they can ill afford, and

also going in debt beyond reason. It would be well

if all men would make it a point to get out of debt

as times improve, and then keep out. Debts not

only make a financial burden, hard to bear, but

they not unfrequently destroy the peace and pros-

perity of the family as well as the peace of the soul.

Si-eaking of the proposed settling of the Jews
in Palestine, the Christian Standard says: " A re

ccnt meeting of representative Israelites in New
York expressed themselves as not in favor of a

return to Palestine. They thought that the United

States was the best Promised Land. With them
wi 'l agree the great mass of their brethren who are

living off the bounty of races which made our

modern civilization and material prosperity. The
Jew is the toll-gatherer of the economic world, and

is not likely to give up his profitable job for one

which requires the pioneer and self-sacrificing

spirit. Orthodox Jews, who are mainly ignorant

and indigent Jews, still sigh for a repossession of

the land which flowed with milk and honey, and

may be expected to continue efforts in that direc-

tion. It will encourage them to know that settle-

ments of Russian and Roumanian Jews in Galilee,

within the past decade, have met with success.

There are now twenty-two villages of these, occupy-

ing ninety-two thousand acres. The agricultural

interests are flourishing, and good schools have

been established among them. If the Jews return

to tilling- the soil and tending flocks, once more, it

would remove much of the present Gentile preju-

dice against them. It is not on account of their

religion, but on account of their position in the

world of trade that antipathy lies against the Jew-

ish race by other people. There is no disposition

to deny the individual Jew any privilege enjoyed by

the individual Gentile, in the different callings of

life. But it is felt that as a race the Jew is no c

tor of values, but lives on the productions of oth-

In many of the foreign lands there is a scarcity of

wheat, and some of them are looking to this country

for their bread. The crop in Russia is short,

there is talk of the Czar forbidding the shipping of

wheat from that country. Should he do this t

will be an increased demand on the United States

for wheat, and this may run the price up still high

The time was when a few rich men could make a c<

ner on wheat and raise or lower the price very mu
at pleasure. But with the good shipping facilities

at command, and the use of our fine telegraph sys

tem, such a thing is now impossible. All th<

civilized world knows where the wheat is, how

much there is of it and what it is worth. By th<

use of the wire they can buy and sell, and sell again

as they see proper. Joseph, in the land of Egypt,

could devote seven years to collecting and storing

up the wheat of that country without making any

particular stir about it. News then traveled si

ly, and no one suspicioned that he was preparing to

rule the wheat market of the world. Since th«

conditions have changed. Vast areas have opene

up, and much of the time there is an over-produ

tion of wheat. Then, should there be a famine

one part of the earth, we can know inside of a fe

days where to find food to feed the hungry. Along

these lines the condition of the world is improving.

It is to be regretted, however, that we are not im-

proving religiously as we should.

News reaches us concerning another daring

dertaking, by a resolute little company of s(

tific men, who have fitted out a vessel on the

of the one used by Dr. Nansen in his expedition to

the Arctic regions, and will undertake to more ac

curately explore that part of the globe around th>

South Pole. They can hardly hope to reach th.

Pole, for the obstacles to be encountered are fa

too great to be overcome by human endurance am

skill. But it is hoped that much more may be

learned of the vast unexplored region. It is not

generally known that the unexplored lands arc

this pole are equal to nearly one-half of the are

the United States. During our winter, it is the land

of the midnight sun, and during our summer th

sun is not seen for months. At this season of the

year the temperature runs very low, probably lower

than it does at the North Pole, for the Antarctic

)n is conceded to be colder than the Arctic.

The vessel that has been fitted out for the expedi-

ion is well provisioned in every way, and the men
are fully supplied with all that art and science have
been able to devise for their comfort, or for the

success of such an undertaking. The vessel will

enter the great ice-field in October, and during the

months of November, December, January and
February, the men expect to do their best work.

Their efforts may be continued some years. Soon
we shall be done with exploring this world, and

then some of our restless men will be foolish enough
to act like Alexander the Great, who wept for oth-

er worlds to conquer, Not so with the Christians.

When they have laid aside this mortal coil they

expect to spend an eternity exploring a boundless

universe, where there are a million orbs yet larger

than the one on which we now live.

In the educational work the United States stands

at the head of the list. There is no government on

earth that spends less money for war and more for

education, The following, given in an address, in

the National Educational Association at Milwaukee,

by Mr. Chas. R. Skinner, President of the Associa-

tion, not long since, is worth preserving; "The
United States, to-day the youngest of all, is the on-

ly great nation of the world which expends more
for education than for war. France spends annual-

ly J&4 per capita on her army and 70 cents per capi-

ta on education; England, $3 72 for her army and
62 cents for education; Prussia, &2.04 for her army
and 50 cents for education; Italy, Si. 52 for her army
and 35 cents for education; Austria; S1.36 for her

army and 62 cents for education; Russia, S2 04 for

her army and 3 cents for education; the United

States, 39 cents for her army and Si 35 for educa-

tion. England 6 to 1 for war; Russia 17 to I for

war; the United States 4 to 1 for education, The
United States spends more per capita annually for

education than England, France and Russia com-

bined."

People who have never traveled through Geor-

gia know little concerning its wonderful resources.

It well deserves the name of the "Empire State of

the South." Its climate is delightful, while its soil

is diversified and the products varied. It is now

coming to the front as the leading peach-raising

State of the Union. The crop last year reached

nearly seven million baskets, and will increase each

year, as an immense number of trees have been

planted, and are just now coming into bearing.

The main peach belt runs through the State, from

west to east, south of Atlanta, and here may be

found some of the finest peaches in the world.

This fruit does well in all parts of the State, but

the section mentioned is particularly adapted to

fruit growing. Probably the State is to become

equally noted for its vast quantities of pears. Two
varieties,—the Leconte and Keifer, are chiefly

planted. These trees are grown from cuttings,

like the common willow found in our Western

States, and are so easily produced that any one can

have them in great abundance. Plum trees in vast

numbers are also produced from cuttings, and then

budded, and are more easily raised than the pears.

Conditions of this kind are bringing the State to

the front as a wonderful fruit-producing region, and

it will, some day, doubtless be the home of many of

our Brethren. We ought to have scores of church-

es in that State, as well as in all other parts of the

great South. Let us spread the Gospell
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ONE DAY AT A TIME.

Onr day at a time! That's all it can be,—

No faster than that is the hardest fate;

And days have their limits, however we
Pegin tbem too early and stretch them too lal

One day at a time!

It's a wholesome ryhme!

A good one to live by,

A day at a time.

One day at a time! Every heart that aches,

Knowing only too well how long they can seei

But it's never to-day which the spirit breaks

lis the darkened future without a gleam,

One day at a lime! When joy is at height,

—

Such joy as the heart can never fnrget,—

And pulses are throbbing with wild delight.

How hard to remember that suns must set.

One day at a limel But a single day,

Whatever its load, whatever its length;

And there's a bit of precious Scripture to say,

That according to each shall be our strength.

One day at a time! 'Tis the whole of life;

All sorrow, all joy. are measured therein;

The bound of our purpose, our noblest strife,

The one only counter-igu to win!

It's a wholesome rhyme!

A good one to live by,

—Helen Hunt Jackso

KEEP1NO THE HEART.

BV A. HUTCHISON.

In Three Parts.—Part Two.

vith all dilk" Keep thy h

In keeping the heart there are a great many
things to be noticed. Solomon says, "These six

things doth the Lord hate: yea, seven are an abom-
ination unto htm." Prov. 6; 16-18. Now since he

calls attention to those seven things which are so

very offensive to him, we certainly ought to know
what they are, and if we are guil y of any of them,

we ought to free ourselves of them.

The first that he mentions, is, "a proud look."

Now, if we wish to know how obnoxious a proud

look is to the Lord, let us see the class of failures

with which it is associated. They are as follows:

"A lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent

blood, an heart that deviseth wicked imaginations,

feet that be swift in running to mischief, a false

witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth dis-

cord among brethren."

Now, if we wish to get a good view of a man who
sows discord among brethren, we can see him here,

by seeing the company he is in, and equally so, if

we are guilty of any of the other sins therein named.
And, again, we need to be diligent in keeping our
hearts, because there are false teachers to be met
with as we pass along. Isa. 9: 16 says: " For the

leaders of this people cause tbem to err; and they
that are led of them are destroyed." This gives

the reason why Jesus gave the caution which he did,

when he said, "Take heed what ye hear." Mark 4:

24.

This certainly indicates the possibility, if not the

probability, of our being brought under the influ-

ence of false teachers, and we have but one infallible

rule by which to determine when a doctrine is

sound, and safe, and that is the Word of God, which
is the law of the Spirit. If we find within us a spir-

it which prompts us to leave undone the things
which are taught by Christ and the apostles, we
may know that our hearts are not right before God.
Peter said to Simon, the sorcerer, "Thou hast nei-

ther part nor lot in this matter; for thy heart is not
right in the sight of God." This man seems to

have been laboring under a false impression, and
therefore his heart was not right. How easily

might we set up for ourselves a standard which,
when tried by the Lord's standard, would not fill

the measure, and we be found like Simon, trying to

purchase some gift of God with money,

The Savior says again, * For nothing is secret,

that shall not be made manifest; neither anything

hid, that shall not be known and come abroad.

Take heed, therefore, how ye hear." Luke 8: 17,

18. Here we are made to understand that it is of

no use for us to keep anything concealed from the

Lord, for the light and the darkness are alike to

him. 1 Sam. 16: 7 says, "For the Lord seeth not

as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward ap-

pearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart."

Now, if it were possible for us to pass clear, so far

as the eye of man is concerned, yet we know that

the great day of accounts is near, when we must
stand before that One whose eyes can see the great

depth of a guilty and unclean heart. We should

"therefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of

naughtiness, and receive with meekness the en-

grafted word, which is able to save our souls." Jas.

Here the apostle gives us a plain form of instruc-

ion, as to what is necessary in order to salvation,

which is in perfect harmony with what Jesus says,

in John 15: 3. " Now ye are clean through the word
which I have spoken unto you." Now if God's

Word has anything to do in keeping or purifying

the heart, we ought to find out how to use it so as

to have the desired benefit come to us. Peter gives

us a good pointer on that Line, He says, "Seeing

ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth

through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the

brethren," etc. 1 Pet. 1: 22.

We learn here, that we need to obey the truth,

and this must be done through the Spirit, and all of

this must come out of a heart filled with love. Then
we find that in the work of keeping the heart we
must resort to the law of the Lord, as the one law

which is able to save. This calls upon each one

to "honor the Lord with thy substance, and with

the firstfruits of all thine increase." Prov. 3: 9.

" But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall

reap also sparingly." 2 Cor. 9: 6.

McPherson, Katts.
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the soul, when the " Divinity stirs within and points
out a hereafter and intimates eternity" to him;

in
the agony of his soul he asks, "What must I do t

be saved?" The answer must be satisfactory. It

must meet the wants of the soul. When the Gos-
pel of Christ,—the great plan of salvation is con-
sulted, it gives the answer by directing to obedience
to the Divine Law.

III. DOCTRINE SB

Whe

3 S PEOPLE FROM
WORLD.

ne into the world to

he young men and women who are educated at

schools will, by virtue of their education, become
the leaders among their associates in active life, and

II be a power for or against the church. It is,

therefore, important that they be well instructed in

the principles of the doctrines of the Gospel,

ce the yearly doctrinal di

I. THE NECESSITY OF LAW.

When we say everything is governed by law, we
cnply say there is a system in everything. All

2 have to do is to find out the law that governs it,

id then we understand the system. If we adapt

ourselves to the laws, we can expect the results.

The justice of God could not leave the world with-

out laws.

The Christian system is founded upon doctrine.

n other words, without doctrine there could be no

:hurch. Doctrines are simply God's methods of

doing things. An assembly of people are the

hurch of Christ to the extent that they carry out

his doctrines. Where Christ's doctrines are ob-

served in the true and prop 1 spirit, his church is.

" Why call ye me Lord, Lord and do not the things

I command you?"

The Gospel is revealed to us upon the supposition

that man is a sinner and that there is something to

do to be saved. Upon this supposition it must be

explained. With this in view we have a complete
system of doctrine. Our interpretations can be in-

telligible and consistent, Convictions come to the

er in the very best state of his mind. Like the

prodigal, he came to himself. In his lost condition,

as the blazing waves of dark damnation surge upon

Christ

sinners, he must make a universal or a conditional

salvation. Hit is universal, all will be saved be-

cause he died. Then it follows that no law is need-
ed. There is nothing for man to do,—no separation

needed. This is open to too many objections. (1)
no inducement to virtue; (2) no check to wicked-
ness; (3) nothing for man to do; (4) no system of

doctrines to distinguish the good from the bad peo-
ple in the world.

If it is conditional, the code of doctrines must be
different from what man's nature would suggest, or

must be adapted to the state or condition of a lost

soul. This is reasonable and satisfactory. The
soul finds peace in obedience, and, continuing in

the doctrine of Christ, his people are separated

from the world. When our Savior set up his king-

dom, his d->ctrnes were new, untried and unpopu-
lar. Human nature was against them. It remained
to be seen if such a radical change would work any
permanent benefit to the world. If so, his people
must live it out. " Let your 1 ght so shine before

men that they may see your good works and glori-

fy your Father which is in heaven."

If the Savior's professed friends do not obey the

higher law of Christian ethics there is no way to

distinguish them from the world, and what should

be, above all things, the greatest and best of all

systems, falls into confusion that, can not be ex-

plained satisfactorily to man's rational nature.

IV. UNITES GOD'S PEOPLE.

Nothing is more desirable among a people work-

ing together than union. For this the Savior la-

bored and prayed, and gave his doctrines. To
have a permanent union and one that will work a

permanent benefit, there must be a bond, contain-

ing the elements that will reach into the individual

experience of every heart, stimulate its pure de-

sires and native virtues, and check its rising passions

and help to overcome its vices, and give peace to

the soul in its triumphs over evil, and sympathy for

others in their efforts to a better life.

Such a bond the Gospel is. Where all believe

and obey the same doctrines they are drawn into a

fellowship the dearest and sweetest known on

earth, and continued and perfected in the higher

bliss of heaven.

. Physical. It is very evident that God does not

rem everything by the same laws. The planets,

the distant fields of ether, and the savage beasts

that roam in the junghs of the uninhabited forests,

not governed by the ten commandments. All

material things are governed by physical law, and

every transgression is fol'owed by a penalty.

Where law is supreme the irrevocable decree is,

'Obey."

2 Mental. If you, as students, wish to prosper in

your studies in the arts and sciences, you must first

now something of mental law and adapt yourself

1 it. You do not expect knowledge to come float-

g down the Juniata River and store your mind, any

ore than the farmer looks for the grain to pour

own the mountain-side and fill his bins without

plowing and sowing.

3. Moral or spiritual. This law was given to man
an intelligent, moral creature—possessing a spir-

itual nature, It was not left to his choice or opin-

It is sac-ed. Obedience is followed with a

blessing, and neglect with a penalty. Justice, that

demanded the law, must vindicate its dignity and

honor before the world.
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Bible stands

faithfully

i. Assures of God's ft

It needs no argument.

again -t us at the judgment. If we h

kept its teachings, surely it will be pi

Judge, who will say: "Well done, good and faithful

servant."

2. Brings peace to the soul.—Obeying from the

heart the form of doctrine, delivered to us by our

dear Redeemer, will be attended by

peace of submission to his rightful go-

authority. There can be no condemnation, no

viction or remorse, where no law is violated,

ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do th.

said our Savior, in comforting his people. " My
peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you,

not as the world giveth, give I unto you." This

peace can not result from disobedience.

3. Makes us fruitful. All we need under this is

what the Lord himself has said, " Give ear O ye

heavens, and I will speak; and hear, O earth, the

words of my mouth. My doctrine shall drop as the

rain, my speech shall distill as the dew, as the

small rain upon the tender herb, and as the show-

ers upon the grass." Deut. 32: I, 2.

"As the rain cometh down, and the snow from

heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the

earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it

may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater;

so shall my word be that goeth forth out of my
mouth; it shall not return to me void, but it shall

accomplish that which I please, and it shall pros-

per in the thing whereto I sent it." Isa. 55

McKees Gap, Pa.

THAT RAINY SUNDAY.

BY FARME

[We are not in the habit of publishing articles without the

to appear under the signature of Farmer's Daughter. The

communication may be read with profit in any locality.—Ed.)

Where were you that rainy Sunday? Did you

awake on Sunday morning with the sound of rain-

drops upon the window-sill, and say to yourself,

" O how much this rain will help the corn; and, as

it is Sunday, I believe I shall sleep awhile yet?
"

Yes, after the dry weather, this rain was quite re-

freshing for your crops, but if you stayed from

church, it was not very beneficial to the kingdom

of our God,

You thought, " Well, there will be but a very few

at the church to day, so there is but little use for

me to go; besides, I worked so very hard in the

harvest field the past week, and I need a rest."

You did not stop to think, did you, that the poor

preacher had to work just as hard as you did, and,

after dinner, while you were taking a quiet little

nap, out under a shade-tree, or on the cool porch,

he took his well-worn Bible from the shelf, and

studied, so that he might have a soul-refreshing

sermon for his flock the coming Sunday? Then,

because it rained you could not help him and

cheer him by being at church. This rain kept you

at home when you should have met with God's peo-

ple, and thanked the dear Father for all the bounti-

ful gifts that he is continually showering upon us.

Think how thankful the poor Armenians would

be if only a rain was hindering them from worship-

ing God! How often we hear of our dear brethren

and sisters in Denmark and Sweden walking ten,

fifteen, or twenty miles, to meeting! They are very

thankful that they may do this, while here, in our fair

Columbia, where we have all the religious privileg-

es we could desire, we let a little rain keep us at

home on Sunday. The Lord gives us six days of

the week, and reserves only one for himself. I am
afraid we sometimes rob him of this one by staying

away from Sunday school and church. Do we evei

spend the day in reading our newspaper and sleep

ing, if we have no church, or, do we take the Bible

and study its precious contents?

You say, " It was raining," and you being tired,

overslept yourself, Do you?

It rained all day that Sunday, nearly all night,

and, upon awakening Monday morning, the rain

was still falling. Did you think it was so nice to

lie in bed, and hear the rain falli'-g, or did you get

up early, feed the horses, come to the house and

eat breakfast, and, after milking the cows, get your

rubber-coat and blankets, and hitch the horses to

the milk-wagon, and start for the creamery? If

you did not do this, did you not get your chores

done early, get the hired man and boys at some in-

door work, while you, in your cairiage, started to

the city, where you had some business to transact?

Now, if we were only as much interested in Chris-

tian work as we are in temporal, how many, many
more souls would be gathered into the foldl

t us not let a lit'le rain keep us from duty,

but, on the next rainy Sunday, take our umbrella,

or covered rig, and go to the house of worship to

praise our God and encourage the pastor, who is

laboring so hard for our welfare. You, perhaps,

think it does not matter to him if you are there or

not. O how sadly mistaken you arc, if you have

ever thought thisl Could you see him after return-

ing home from church, where he was compelled to

preach to only a few persons, as the remainder of

his flock was at home, you would soon form a dif-

ferent opinion. He sits down with his head in his

hands, and tears running down his cheeks, as he en-

deavors to find some plan by which he may make

his people more zealous in the good work.

He labors so hard, both bodily and mentally, yet,

when a little wave of trouble comes, or a little rain

is falling, you discourage him so much by being ab-

sent from church on the Lord's Day.

Mother and the younger children are excusable

when the weather is inclement, but she may urge

father and the older children to go, thus doing Iter

work on the rainy Sunday.

Sunday is the Lord's Day, and may we never try

to cheat him out of itl

ROYAL CRUMBS.

any other good practice, hence the "unprofitable-

ness of no-vote,—which being interpreted, means

silence.

—The last half of July was full of "royal dun-

ties " to those who had the pleasure of fellowship

with Brother and Sister I. S. Lerew, of Portis, Kans.

The writer found them very efficient in visiting the

members in this mission field. Their words and

works were put on the right side of the bal-

ances, and God will bless them for their devotion

to divine principles. Some more such visitors will

be helpful in California.

Cotton, Cat.
_

THE TRANSFK1URATION.

The transfiguration

the Christian religion,

that just such an oa

both for Christ and hi

ghi C.lud

e brightest oasis of

n be no doubt but

eded at this time,

lew comfort, cour-

-What a confusion where men "thresh" before

they sow or reap! The man handy with "a Gospel

" has no desire to be one of the bundles In

fact, when the time arrives for him to be flailed, he

sees "persecution," "needless suffering," "mali-

ciousness " and several other kinds of hurts.

—A careful sower of the Word will likely be a

careful cultivator of the plants; and where this is

done, the so-called threshings will turn into Christ's

cautions and warnings. It is not lashings that are

so much needed, as loving leadings into personal

duties and kind admonitions.

—If you should find the preacher in charge so

wanting in Christian courtesy as to "feel" it his

duty to preach when a visiting minister is present,

you can set it down that such a feeling is still a

subject for true polishing by the Word.

—Or if a preacher has so " cultivated " himself

that at council he "feels" he must propose every

question, discuss it, and dicide it by silence, be as-

sured he is laying a foundation for heaps of troubl

in his day. A man may assume all to hi

awhile, but the end thereof is pai

—An elder in charge ought to

are to counsel all his co-labor

ministers,—to keep order in cot

by allowing two or more to talk

ers whispering, which is confus

one to talk at a time. To talk

things, and then denounce orde

is far from manliness and Christian principles. He

who permits a question to be introduced by motion

and second, has observed perfect order in discus-

sion and deliberation. And if he will then gently

lead his members to observe the question under

consideration, a just and wise conclusion is apt to

result when a vote is taken. It is as simple as

two times two; and church work often ends in hard-

ship, because it was made bird by the one in

charge, A practical vote ii just as proBtable as

elf fo:

1 and

;ee that his duties

:rs,—deacons and

ncil-meetings, not

it once, and oth-

on, but to permit

"order" in some
in church work,

age, and strength, Christ had foretold his own

death to his disciples. They believed Christ would

set up an earthly kingdom, hence they were great-

ly troubled. To remove their doubt, gloom, and

fear, they needed a glimpse of Christ's transfigura-

tion. They needed to be enlightened with regard

to the true nature of Christ and his kingdom.
" Christ was transfigured before them." He en-

tered the resurrection or glorified state. Matthew

says, " His face did shine as the sun, and his rai-

ment was white as the light." Mark says, "His

raiment became shining, exceeding white as snow;

so as no fuller on earth can white them." Luke

says, "The fashion of his countejance was altered,

and his raiment was white and glistering." Moses,

to represent the resurrected dead, and Elias, to

represent the translated of the living, appeared

with him in glory. When Christ came to converse

with man, he took uoon himself human nature.

he conversed with the spiritual world, he

took upon himself the form and condition of spirit-

Let us notice, briefly, some of the

truths taught in this trans figuration scene.

It teaches that Christ is divine. It teaches

that he is the Son of God. What Peter, Jim-s, and

John heard and saw on the Mount, confirmed their

faith that Christ was the Messiah, the Son of God.

At the eve of Christ's sufferings and death, they

specially needed to be confirmed of this truth,

they can bear witness to what they have seen,

and teach what they do know. We all have heard

their teaching, and have received their testimony.

2. It teaches us the reality of the glorious life be-

yond the cross. " Who for the joy that was set be-

fore him endured the cross, despising the shame,

and is set down at the right hand of the throne of

God," We, too, have the assurance of the glorious

life to come. Some may die, and others may be

translated, but all will be glorified, and. dwell with

Christ forever. Well may we be "looking unto Je-

sus the author and finisher of our faith." Indeed,

it is the fact that we know that we have in heaven a

better and an enduring substance, that there is a

life of glory beyond the grave, that provoke

endure the cross and despise the

is both taught and exemplified in the transfigura-

tion scene. It does not only teach that there is a

future state, but it plainly teaches, and beautifully

exemplifies, the nature andjeondition of that state.

Indeed, the Bible would not be complete without

this transfiguration scene,

3. It both teaches and exemplifies the glorious

doctrine of the resurrection of the dead. Many,

even now, quibble about, and stumble at, the doc-

trine of the resurrection of the dead. Moses had

been dead about 1,400 years. Elias had been t.ans-

lated about 900 years. They appeared on the

Mount with Christ. They appeared in glory, and

talked with Jesus. Christ's body was glorified. It

was translated. The description given of Christ,

makes it plain bow Moses and Elias appeared.

When we know how Moses, Elias, and Christ ap,

peared, we may know how all the glorified saints

All this
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wil' appear after the resurrection. Here w
pattern of the glory that awaits God's

"He shall change our vile body, that it

like unto his glorious body." " As we hav

the image of the earthly, we shall also bear

age of the heavenly." " We know that v

shall appear, we shall be like him, for we si

him as he is." "Then shall the righteou

>eople.

forth as the sun in the kingd.

What a beautiful illustration

promises in the transfiguratioi

4. It teaches a future reel

self, would teach us that w
heaven than we do here. We
other in the glory world. 1'el

of their Father."

have of all these

rill kn

had i i Mo
yet they knew the

i that the Lord kn

ly; but then face to fa

then shall 1 know I

jrld. 1'efer, James, and John,

s and Klias in the flesh, ana

by name. It matters not how
imparled to them,—the fact is

knew Lazarus, whom he had
He knew Abraham, whom he

nothing pla

rail, by

; through a glass, dark-

/ I know in part; but

i also I am known."
'ine image. When
hall not only know
Dut we shall know

Knowledge is a part of th

this image is fully regained

all whom we knew in the fl

all of God's people, whether angels, or saints made
perfect. The following passage implies the fact

that the Jews will know Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and

all the prophets in the kingdom of God; "Theie
shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye

shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the

prophets, in the kingdom of God, and you your-

selves thrust out." We know well why the wicked

do not wish to believe in future recognition, but

why the pure in heart should question it, has ever

been a mystery to us.

$ It gives us some knowledge how tne redeemed
are employed. Moses and El

ove, to comfort,

Chri in hi; of lo Tha

e employed i

and strength

they are thus

ition, ihe transhelpfu 1

,
in this great work of re

figuration scene plainly teaches. Let the rea

study carefully Rev. 19: 10 and 22: 8. Permit us

quote the first: "I fell at his feet to worship h

And he said unto me, See thou do it not: I am thy
fellow-servant, and of thy brethren that have the

testimony of Jesus; worship God."

6. It gives us a glimpse of the great interest that

all heaven took in Christ's work of redemption
Moses and Elias spake of the decease which Christ

should accomplish at Jerusalem. It is sometimes
said that the parables of the lost sheep, the lost

piece of silver, and the prodigal son, open to us a

window in heaven to give us a view of the great in-

terest that all heaven takes in our salvation. So
they do. But does not the transfiguration do the
same? In this line of thought we have a great

cloud of witnesses from Christ's birth to his ascen-

sion. If all heaven is so much interested in our
salvation, why should not wc become more interest-

ed? It is sometimes said that the church that is

not a missionary church is a dead church. But the
same is true of each individual member. When we
do not yearn for the salvation of others, it is more
than supposition that we have not realized the full

benefits of the Christian religion as yet. When we
can be indifferent to Christ's last commission, it is

evident that we have not the heavenly and divine
nature. We have not the Spirit of Christ.

Probably the ministry is more to blame for the
lack of this heavenly zeal for the salva'ion of the
whole world than the laity. We so seldom teach
in this line. But while we, as a church, are doing
so little for the salvation of the world, it is cer-

tainly an encouraging thought fr r all self-condemn-
ing missionaries to know that all heaven is yearn-
ing and laboring in that line.

HattvilU, Ohio.

Right habit is like the channel which dictates
ihe course in which the river shall flow, and which
:;rows deeper and deeper with each year.

CONDITIONS FAVORABLE TO SALVATION.

\111l-M

"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because be bath anoint-

ed me to preach the gospel 10 the poor; he hath sent me to

heal the brokenhearted, to preach deiivennce to the captives,
and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that

are bruised."—Luke 4: 18.

Misfortunes in this life do not save any one,

neither is any condemned by success and happy
surroundings, but, doubtless, had it not been for the
woes of this life, many who are saved would have
been lost. And many will be lost because their

highly-favored circumstances, in this life, placed
them out of the reach of Christ's ministry of salva-

tion.

A man, absorbed by worldly affairs, can easily

forget, or reject, the claims of Christ. His interests

and the teachings of Christ will often conflict, and
one or the other must be sacrificed. Luke 16: 15.

While with the sorrowing, unfortunate, troubled
and suffering, Christ ma
promises of life and sal* : the .

nkind. Faith in Hit the

jmfort,

: hope
support

. . . And he said unto them [verse S], Bring
forth therefore fruits meet for repentance." In the
eleventh verse he savs, " I indeed baptize you with
water unto repentance."

Truly this baptism of John was a baptism unto
"repentence," and may have been performed by a
single action, for as yet they knew not that Jesus
was the Christ, and the Holy Ghost was not yet

But-
al no respite know,

All for sin could i ot atone

Oh, wretched one! You a e still under condem-
nation. I there no eye to p ity, no arm to uphold?
"Yea, his soul d aweth nea unto the grave, and
his life to the d stroyers." " Ther he is gracious
unto him, and sai h, Deliver him from going down
to the pit I have found a rar som." Job 33: ", 24.

they e:

guests.

highways

all troubles. To this class Christ

anointed to minister, because this class is especi

adapted to receive Him, and be blessed thereby
Of those bidden to the feast, one had bought

land, one married a wife, one bought oxen, etc.

On account of these various personal interests"

d themselves, and it turned out that the

) made up the company, were of the

ed and halt, gathered from the streets,

md hedges. Luke 14: 16. 24 These
tld come,—they had nothing to interfere.

n salvation through Christ the one essential con-
ion is for Christ to have the whole heart. The
ims of Christ must have precedence over every

other thing. Everything interfering with following

Christ's teaching must be sacrificed. Matt. 10: 37,
38.

Misfortunes that sweep away worldly interests,

break asunder worldly ties, destroy worldly plans,

stop worldly pleasures, sever worldly affections,

may be the hand of God, so shaping our lives that
Christ's ministry can be accepted unto salvation.

In order to be saved we must be enabled, by some
means, to give up all to Christ- We must ssk God
to help us to let go of this world. He often sends
troubles and misfortunes which are hard to bear at

the time, but, by helping to disconnect us from the
world, and enabling us to come to Christ and ap
preciate what he offers, they are really the choicest
of blessings, from the wonderful good, which they
bring to us. 2 Cor. 4: 17.

Then let not the woes of life shake our faith

God, our Heavenly Father, and in Christ, our R
deemer!

Warrensbutg, Mo.

Hear the voice of Jesus, " Sacrifice and offering

thou wouldst not, but a body hast thou prepared
me: Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is

written of mej to do thy will, O God." " By the
which will we are sanctified through the offering

of the body of Jesus Christ, once for all." Heb.
10: s, 7, 10.

Oh, happy (

from the curse

us." Gal. 3:.

Testament, wt

of sin."

deemedmdition! " Christ h;

of the law, bsing made a cur

.
" For this is my blood of th

:h is shed for many for the retr

TRINE IMMERSION.

itended I

iving bet

It adds to tl

r publication.—

E

immersed when
:ry difficult for m
: good Dunkers

I girl, by s

en could re

and while some good Dunkers would talk

quote history, etc., equally good Baptist breth
and talk and prove until I was bewildered ai

most into despair, I felt that surely there n
enough in the Bible, outside of histories, tr

etc.. that though a " man be a fool, he need no
" Word " itself gave me light, I was unwilling
immersion. Believing there are others, stumbling over th

same difficulties, I penned these few lines. To you who hav
been reared in the Brethren church, it may be as foolishnes
but it was as light shining out of darkness to me.]

When a soul

alizes its lost c<

to the God aga

pentance? How crushed is that soul in the knowl-
edge of its helplessnessl We read in Matt. 3: 5, 6,

en went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judea,
and all the region round about Jordan, and were
baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins.

Uniil the

victed of its sinfulness and re-

n, whither shall it turn but un-

Will we avail ourselves of the offered ransom?
Will we accept Je*us the Christ, the Son of the liv-

ing God as our Redeemer? Will we be baptized into

his death, into the name of the "Son?" Now we
have the blessed promise. " Howbeit when he, the
Spirit of truth is come, he will guide you into all

truth, for he shall not speak of himself; but what-
soever he shall hear, that shall he speak, and he will

show you things to come." John 16: 13, " But the
Comforter which is the Holy Ghost, whom the
Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all

things and bring all things to your remembrance,
whatsoever I have said unto you." John 14: 26.

Will we submit to the guidance and sanctifying

influences of the Holy Spirit? Will we bow our
heads in baptism into the name of the Holy Ghost?
Can we not clearly understand the "why" of trine

immersion? Not every one can have access to li-

braries containing different works on baptism, but
is it not plainly shown in the Scriptures, without
evidence of history?

"Repentance" unto the " Father," against whom
we all have sinned; "redemption" through the

"Son " is the only way of escape from the Just ret-

ribution of sin; " sanctification " or " regenera-
tion " through the leadings of Ihe " Holy Ghost."

Philadelphia, Pa.

DIRECT OR IfsDIRECr GIVING,

In a late issue of the Sunday School Times the edi-

tor, treating the subject of raising money for the

Lord's cause by means of socials, pew-rents, ice

cream festivals and oyster suppers, has some most
excellent things to say. We cull this much from

his communication, feeling certain that it will be

appreciated by our readers. We would like to em-
phasize the closing lines:

"There is nothing essentially sinful in such an in-

direct mode of raising money for the Lord's cause,

any more than there is in selling sittings in the

Lord's house. Yet when a man realizes how un-

worthy of those who engage in them, and of the

cause for which they are undertaken, these customs
are, he naturally shrinks from having to do with

them, and he wants to awaken his fellows to a noble
course of action. There certainly can be no valid

objection to the selling of oysters, or of ice-cream,

or of potatoes, or of firewood, or of tinware, at a

reasonable price and in a proper place, as means of

raising money, apart from the question of the use

to be made of the money thus raised. All this is

simply reputable peddling, or honorable trading.

And when money has been honestly earned in this

way, its owner has an undoubted right to give it to

the missionary cause, or for church repairs. But it
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j s not a fair and direct method of trading or ped-

dling to ask any man to buy and eat a plate of ice-

cream, or a dozen oysters, or a loaf of cake, or to

ask any woman to buy a handkerchief case, or a

bed-quilt, or a dozen painted plaques, on the ground

that the money, for which an equivalent is supposed

to be given, is to be applied to the promotion or

sustenance of a religious cause.

Trading is trading, and giving is giving; and

there is a moral loss in any movement or prac

tice that tends to obliterate the distinction between

these two things. If an author tries to dispose ol

an unsalable book under the plea of his purpose to

give the profits to the missionary cause, or if a

grocer puts a notice in his shop-window that Chris-

tians would do well to buy goods of him because he

gives a percentage of his profits into the Lord's

treasury, there is a vicious element thereby intro-

duced into the dealings between the buyer and sell-

er in such a case. Every author and every grocer

ought to give a portion of his profits to the Lord's

cause, but he ought not to be able to dispose of a

poor book or of bad butter to a Christian buyer on

the strength of his doing right with his wrong

profits. And the outside buyer ought to buy as a

matter of trade, and to g'vc as a matter of benef

icence, without being led to think that he is doing

the latter when he is merely doing the former.

To diminish the direct calls on Christians to give

of their substance to the Lord, is to weaken th<

force of such calls. To substitute for such calls ai

invitation to buy what one ought to buy, with th<

promise that for every added plate of oysters oi

bushel of corn devoured in one's family one shall be

credited as a giver to the Lord, tends to degrade

the whole system of Christian beneficence. Going

into the peddling business is a legitimate means of

money-getting. Giving one's earnings to the Lord's

cause is a very proper way of using one's money.

But the talk about one's purposed beneficence while

peddling one's beans or one's fancy wares is a poor

way of mixing things that ought to be looked at

separately. As in the matter of trading, so in the

matter of concerts or other proper entertainments.

If a concert is worth attending for its intrinsic mer-

its, it is proper to charge for it a reasonable admis

train. The
properly. '

waiting.

should be on lime for the first

train may not get you through

"oil" may be exhausted while

DON'T WORRY ABOUT HYPOCRITES.

Sometimes one gets to worrying because the re-

port is circulated that this or that person who pro-

fesses to be a Christian is not genuine and is living

a life of hvpocrisy; and it really seems as though it

would not do to have such a state of affairs and

that we must stop and worry about such peop'e

We hear of their wrong acts and see their apparent-

ly wrong deed* and have them quoted to us as be-

ing hypocrites; are warned against them, perhaps,

bv some: so it is no wonder we get worried and

troubled an! discouraged about the fact that hypo-

crites do exist.

After all, we cannot do anything to help their

hypocrisy or their insincerity. If a person is wear-

ing the mask of a Christian and is

person of the world, it would do 1

worry and be in distress

helped, either, by retailing the news far and wide

that such a man or such a w
The best thing

1'ly at he

ood for 1 to

t. We shall not be

for i

a hypocrite,

id the only thing to do is to pray

son, askirg God to convict them of

le their mil >ence for evil.

of th.

The want which we vainly proposed to rel

soon looks up at us with reproachful face from

still graves. The tears we failed to wipe away dry

upon the cheek, and leave us in the present

averted features of distrust, instead of the eye

sweet reliance. The just expectation which we h;

disappointed cannot be recovered; there must b

long undoing, before you can weave again, in e<

lines and pattern fair, the tangled web of life.
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loss of confidence. You all know how sad it is

when We lose confidence in each other. V m talk

about certain ones and say that you don't like them,

—and why is it? Because you have no confidence

in them. They have deceived you by not fulfilling

their promises, or, in other ways, have deceived

you. You rightly conclude that anyone who does

such things does not have true love for you.

In the ninth verse we are told of our personal

qualifications. In the tenth verse we are told how
we are to exercise these towards others. How is

this to be? Let us look at it carefully and sec what
Paul says: " Be kindly affectioned one toward an-

other with brotherly love; in honor preferring one

another." This is simply practicing love towards

each other. It is always a pleasure to show honor

towards those we love, and because of this we give

them the preferred place, the best chair or the

choicest of our tables or fruits.

Our good deeds toward our fellows arc measured

only by our love for them, Sn it was with 1 he Mas-

ter. He came not to be ministered to, but to min-

ister. This was because he loved. His love was so

great that it was a pleasure for him to spend and be

spent, that he might do good to others, even to sac-

rifice his own life that ours might be spared I f he was

willing to do this much for us, how much will we do

for him and for others?

Then, Chri : than this. Ou

But to invite pe

nonplace singers

will be rewarded ir

ind their attendar

i to pay for listening

the ground that the

eaven for their ticket-

, is dishonoring to thebuying

Lord's cause.

Bishop Huntington has suggested, as to ordinary

pew rents in churches, that it seems hardly fair to

ask an unbeliever to come regularly to church in or-

der to be benefited by its services, and to pay twenty-

five cents a Sunday while the minister is trying to

convert him. In all this matter the main point at

issue is this: Direct appeals for help to the Lord's

cause are better than indirect appeals, and direct

giving to the Lord's cause is better than indirect

giving. The sooner this truth is comprehended by

Christians, the better it will be for them and for the

Lord's cause. On this point there is practically no

room for fair question.

A 1WENTY-AULE WALK.

" I walked twenty miles, the day before, so a

be on time at the regimental reunion of Ind

regiment of veterans." So said an old man, speak-

ing of a late reunion He did all this so as to b

time, Aug. 17, for the Hagerstown, Ind., Reur

When I heard him speak, with a firm and earnest

tone, I readily saw that he was in earnest about de-

siring to meet with his old comrades.

Many Christians, who have better facilities ot

getting to meeting than to walk, do not start in

time, but allow some excuse to come in, to make

them late. Some people do not have the ability to

care for more than one sermon a week. That is all

right, but they should still make a start, and en-

deavor to show their earnestness by a strong effort.

The fitginfiingol a career should be always looked

after carefully. We should see that our journey is
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LESSON LIQHT-FLASHES.

Christian Living.—Rom.
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kind of 1

many ca:

n, setting forth the

As there is, in too

1 professing

very practical les

ng we are to do. As there is, in too

, a wide gap between professing and do

ae well to give the subject some careful

thinking and see if this gap cannot be bridged over

and thus bring our professing and doing into a clos-

er and more practical relation one to the other.

While the ideal is always higher than the real,

the professing and doing should not be so far apart

as to lose their intended likeness. Christian living

is living after the Christ-life. This does not mean

a literal following in his footsteps,—doing things

that he did, and saying the things which he said,

but to exercise the spirit he did, in doing his work,

after which we are to pattern in manner rather than

in matter.

The Christian living is to be grounded in love be-

cause this is at the root of all true living. Take

this element out of our Jiving and we have a world

of frigid coldness and midnight darkness. There

is a form of speech, of looking and doing, that is

circulated as a specimen of love, but it is not genu-

ine; it is soulless and doe' not respond to the touch

of the needy. No virtue goes out from it as there

did to the touch of the Christ-garment by the poor

woman. It is not only unresponsive but it

ening in its effects and produces the very opposite

of the things needed and desired.

It is because of this that Paul says: " Let love be

without dissimulation." It is an unmixable thing

and admits of no adulteration and can be imitated

only in form,—not in essence. Love, pure and un-

feigned, is active while pretended love is evasive

and repulses rather than attracts. It is evil in its

effects and we are to abhor it,

There is a world of this deceptive kind of love,

and almost everywhere we come in contact with it.

It is hollow and disappointing and is followed by

ouch and shape our actions in all

our business relations in life. That we may live

the true life and be able to serve our own household

and do good to others, we must labor and engage

in some honorable calling in life. In doing this we

must exercise the possibilities given us. God wants

us to be men,—have push and do something.

"What thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy

might." I have no doubt but what, when Christ

was a young man, at the carpenter's bench, fie

worked with a will. He did not do things in a half-

hearted way, as we sometimes do, but pushed away

until his job was finished. He worked while it was

day, because, said he, " the night cometh wherein

Of Paul it is said, he w*s an excellent tent-maker

when he could spare the time to work at his trade,

therefore he says to us: "Be not slothful in busi-

In

••Don't be lazy and careles:

behind with your work, miss

and leaving things go to rac

this. It will not bring you

and then it looks bad to st

rds, he uld

, lying around, getting

ing your engagements,

: generally." Don't do

success in your work,

e things all out of joint,

— the fences out of repair, the gates off of hing-

es, yard grown up with weeds, steps to the house

rotten and awry.

All these things should be properly cared /or.

There should be a place for everything and every-

thing in its place. Did you ever see these slovenly-

looking homes? Wherever they are, there you will

find a man slothful in business. Look at him a mo-

mentl His hat is all bent out of shape, because

when not in use, he has no place for it, except, per-

haps, on the floor. His hair is unkempt, his clothes

hang on him like a scarecrow on a pole, his shoes

have run aside, and, on the whole, he is just the

kind of a man that you would fear to trust. A man

who is slip-shod in his business, carries the same

traits into his religion. Instead of being fervent in

spirit, in the Lord's service, you will find that what

religion he has, is all in jerks and spurts, and that

he goes to church only when it is convenient, or as

the notion takes him.

The same is true of all the other callings in life.

The slothful man will spoil anything and everything

that he attempts to do. There is no place for him

either in business or in the church. " A failure " is

written all over him. Be not slothful in business,

or in anything else. The Lord and the world have

: for such 1 and \

is full of good adv and shows fully

uld be, to please
The less,

the kind of men and wome
the Master, who has called us into his vineyar

do his work, and make us what we should b

answer the deijgn for which he created us.
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L«AD gently, Lord, and slow,

For oh my steps arc weak,

And ever as I go,

Some soothing sentence spei

That I may turn my face

Through doubt's obscurity

Toward thine .ibiding place,

E'en though I cannot see.

For lo, the way is dark;

Through mist and cloud I gr

Save from that fitful spark,

The little flame of hope.

Unless t hear thy call,

My fainting soul doth yearn

For thy green hills afar;

So let thy mercy burn

—

My greater, guiding star!

—Independent.

THE LOST OPPORTUNITY.

Opportunities are moments, hours and days of

offered blessings, that come to us during life, espe-

cially En our youthful days. These are for us to

utilize, in order to make life a success, and thus fill

the mission for which being and possibilities were
given us. These opportunities are more or less

thrown around every young man and woman, and
nproved, so are their lives. Many are

, low, mean, miserable, and wrecks, not because

and fate have so decreed it, but because they
: lost the opportunities so abundantly offered

i they i

the

We sometimes talk about golden opportunities.

What do we mean by this? That some are more
precious than others. This seems so and may be

so. At least, they seem so after they have been
lost to us. But are not all opportunities, in a sense,

golden to us? As our lives are made up of them,

to lose even one would give an incompleteness that

liformity forever. Would not this

id?

; of theBut, you say, sot

peated. It may be, but in it we still have the sad
thought of loss, because in the time in which we had
the loss, we have nothing. Accepting the thought
that they may be repeated, do you not remember of

some, that have come to you that have been reject-

d, and have nev<

How often do l

ed?

heat "If I had my life

to live over again, I would live it very differently."

Why is this? It is because of the lost opportuni-
ties. We feel that we have sustained losses, and if

we could have another chance we would not again

How many of us, that have passed over the season,
most abundantly blessed with these opportunities,

do not look back, with regret, on some of our losses?

We remember of one in our own experience, that
was irred-emably loot, as far as doing the thing wc
desired to do was concerned. It was that of apolo-

gising for an unkind word, i

ment. When verging into

-ith

but

d in an unguarded mo-

anhood we had a very

pent many hours and

it often happens

f them
feeling

longed for

d restoring

; lost

days pleasantly togeth'

with boys, we had our "

we parted in bitterness,

came ugly and unkind v

Soon this feeling pass

the opportunity of making an apology

lost friendship. It came but too i

thought, and we let it pass by, and, to

forever.

A short time after this he went west and died.

Though friends at heart, we separated as enem'es.

Since then we have wished a thousand times that

we might have had that opportunity repeated, but

it was not, and never can be in this life.

The other Sunday, in a sermon by Dr. Walton, we
had given another case, somewhat similar to our

own. The man was a former school-mate of his,

and it was given to illustrate his subject :
" The two

Missions in Life.—to Judge and to Save." They
lived in a country home. The father was stern and

cold in disposition and belonged to the class that

go out to judge. The mother was mild, loving and

forgiving, and was a representative of those who go

out to save. She was also an invalid, and, at this

time, confined to house and bed. Henry was the

only son—not intentionally a bad boy, but perhaps

through overindulgence was just a little spoiled, and

failed to appreciate the goodness of his loving

mother.

At the house was a large cistern that supplied the

water for the household purposes, and sometimes,

also, for drinking. Some three hundred yards away
in the meadow, surrounded with a clump of trees,

was a spring of pure, sweet, cool and sparkling

water, which came gushing out from under a large

rock.

One day mothet was more than usually ill, and

thirsty because of a burning fever, and she longed

for a cooling drink from the spring out in the

meadow. Henry was playing and running around

in his usual way when mother said to him in that

pleading tone that good mothers often have:

"Henry, will you not please go out to the spring

and bring me a drink of water?
"

At once his whole face changed, and with a scowl

and churlish words, said; "The water in the cistern

is good enough for other people: I don't see why it

is not good enough for you." And, in his ugliness,

he continued in his play.

After awhile, in the same kind, pleading tone she

again said: " Henry, will you not please bring me
a drink of water from the spring? "

At this, Henry showed still more ugliness and
threw himself on the floor, moaning at what
seemed to him to be his hard lot. A third time the

mother said: " Henry, will you not please go out

to the spring and b'ing me a drink of water?"
when Henry, in a fit of fretfulness burst out: " O,
botheration, m*st I go?"—and, grabbing a small

vessel in his hand, started, slamming the door be-

hind him. He then loitered around long enough to

go to the spring and back,—went to the cistern,

filled his vessel, took it in and, from it, handed his

mother a glass of water. She put it to her parched
lips and at once detected the imposition. But with-

out a word of reproof she turned her large and
pleading blue eyes on Henry. And as she looked
him in the eyes, as a loving mother only can look,

she said: ' Thank you, Henry! "

Henry went out in a very unhappy mood. Trouble

was brewing in his young heart, and soon he went
to bed with the hope of sleeping it away. But sleep

would not come. In the darkness the pleading

tones of his mother were ringing in his ears, while

her large, pleading eyes were constantly hovering
over him- In the bitterness of his soul he deeply
repented of his ugliness and ingratitude, and deter-

mined that the first thing he would do in the morn-
ing, he would go to mother and ask her pardon. In

this mind sleep came. Early in the morning
he awakened and started for his mother's room.
On his way he met, bia lather, who is his stern and

Sept. 4, 189;,

cold way said: " Henry, what now?" " I want to see

my mother." " You cannot see her" now She took
worse during the night; the doctor has been called

and you cannot see her now,—go away and don't

bother her."

Henry understood what that meant, and with a

sad heart went away. Mother, unexpectedly had a

sinking spell, and died before he could go to her

and ask her pardon. Though he wept bitterly he
found no place for repentance. The evening before

was his last opportunity for going to his mother

that he might receive from loving lips the pardon

his soul so much desired. But he failed to go. And
to him it became his lost opportunity. Though he

is now a man of age and family, the sad incident

has never been forgotten. And he says that all

through his life those pleading tones and dark blue

eyes have been following h ;m.

And though he did not have the sweet privilege

of asking his mother's pardon, her pleading words

have followed him as a message of salvation—as

one that saves.

Dear young reader, let the admonition to you be,

use the golden opportunities as they come to you,

or in the bitterness of your soul you may be made
to say: " It is too late." h, b. b.

CIRCLE NOTES.

The following new members have been added to

Reading Circle:

749, H. H - petT El Dorado, Ohio
750, Mrs. Samuel B. Erb Millway, Lancaster Co., Pa
751, Lizzie Lehmcr FrankHntown, Pa
752, Eld. Geo. W. Wine Ottobine, Va
753, A. J. Miller Sangervi lie, Va
754, Rev. A. A. Miller Sangerville, Va
755, Rev. A. S. Thomas Spring Creek, Va
756, B. F. Miller Sangerville, Va
757, Ellen Shissler 1326 Green St.. H.irrisburg, Pa
758, Lillie Hughes Shickley, Nebr
yy >. Ci ra Maine Ijamsville, Md
760, Maggie Reitz Friedens, Pa
761, M. D. Hess Sangerville, Va
762, Anoa NewUnd Conway Springs, Kans
763, E. L. Brubaker Acton, Oklahoma
764, \ irginia A. Cool Sangerville, Va
765, Anna Williams Spring City, Pa
766, Sallie Isett Royersford, Pa
767, Annie Wills Spring City, Pa
768, Lillian M. Kepner Royersfnrd, Pa
769, Mrs. J. H. Johnson Royersford, Pa
770, Mary A. Taylor Spring City, Pa
771, LizzieS. Price Royer=ford, Pa
772, Edit!) K itner Royersford, Pa
773, L-ziie P. Harley Royersford, Pa
774, ElmiraS. Price Royersfoui, Pa
775, Irene Frock Spring City, Pa
776, Ella F. Isett Royersford, Pa

Elmira Price Royersford, Pa

The following is the treasurer's report of the

Reading Circle for the fiscal year, ending May 31,

.S97:

Total expenses up to June 1, 1806
j; g8 49

Expenses during June, 1896, postage, etc 66
" " July, " postage, stationery, etc 63
" " Aug., " advertising, stamps, etc. .

.

2 08
Sepi, " printing circulars 550

" " " " expenses on circulars, post-
age.etc. 3 23

" " Oct, " posing, stationery, etc 6 19
" " Nov., " stamps and stationery 1 47

" Dec, '* postage and stationery 842
Jan., 1897, postage 1 38

" " Feb., " stamps, etc 46
" " Mar., " printing circulars and sta.. 15 58
" " Apr., " miss, books, postage, etc.

.

1 93

Total $136 02

Amount of receipts up to lune 1, 1896 $ni 34
" " " during June, 1896 90

;;
-;

( ;; ;;

July. » 2 10

Sept.'." .'."".'...'.'!
1 to

Oct., " 320
Nov., "

s 5°
Dec. " 6 =6

" " ' Feb., " 5 30

" Mar., •'
.

0r
.

a
..

Ver
.!

Sl

.

ng
!'.'." 220

" "
'[ 1 Apr, » 2 36

Total receipts ....$166 68

Total expenditures $136 02

Jifliancs on hand t 30 66

C, W, Bakkr, Tr/ttt,
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NOTES FROM CHICAGO MISSION.

—Brother and sister Trout, of Lanark, 111.,

were with us at all our services yesterday, and

spent a short time with us in our home. Their

presence and words of helpfulness were appre-

ciated very much. May God use these noble

Christian workers to His glory!

—About thirty of our number are in the

country at present. We miss them at our

services but rejoice that they can be away from

the city and Ret a glimpse of life withpleasant-

er surroundings than they have ever known in

their short lives. We hope this short experi-

ence may be helpful to them all through life.

—We trust that those who have made this

experience possible to them, will be rewarded

for all the care and labor bestowed upon
Christ's "least" ones!

—The history of some of these families would

read like a romance and would prove of great

interest to those who cared for the children.

—Last Tuesday was flower day again, and

ninety children came for boquets. After seat-

ing all of. them in the church room we sang a

number of Sunday school songs, thanked God
for the beautiful flowers, and gave each one a

Gospel Messenger to carry home. The
flowers were then handed to them as they

passed out of the door. How their eyes spark-

led to see such bunches of beauty!

—We think flowers very properly belong to

the "whatsoever things are lovely" in Phil.

4: S. May they make the lives of the children

purer and sweeter for receiving them!

—Bro. Van Dyke was suddenly called away
by sickness in his family, but is expected to re-

turn very soon. His kind way of receiving and
ministering to his patients is appreciated, and

he is winning the confidence of the people.

—A brother and sister, living five miles dis-

tant, recently walked to and from the church,

to attend the morning service. They also bad
their little babe with them in its buggy. Think
of it you who can ride in comfortable carriag-

es! Think of it you who have but a few steps

to go! Think of it you who have plenty of

nickels to pay your car-fare! Yes, "think on
these things!"

660 S. Ashland Ave., Aug. 23.

CEOAR RAPIDS NOTES.

11Y LYDIA E. TAYLOR.

WitApril S3.—"A telegram froi

what a sickening surprise such a message falls

upon one's ear. When a dear mother is suffer-

ing, perhaps dying, miles away, the first train

can not start too soon to carry us homeward,

welve hours? Despair, al-

most Impclvss, seizes 11s, when
to wait not only twelve but ninety-six hours,

Water/bound and with no news from home.
What suspense! No way to return—no possible

way of going on. We must simply " stand still"

until the order comes to " go forward,"

The utual c of the waiting passen-

gers, the cheerful service of the railroad offi-

cials, the unusual kindness of everybody, is all

so like a dream now, but it strengthened our
confidence in humanity and showed our utter

dependence upon Him, who controls the uni-

verse, and who notes each sparrow's fall.

To each of us, one time, there will come a
telegram in the midst of life's duties. An an-

gel will bear the message, saying, " The master
calls for thee!" Will the message be welcome?
Will we be ready? Friends or strangers will

be around us. Their deepest concern may
cheer us, but nothing can change the message
or our condition respecting it. They may do
their utmost to add to our comfort, but it will

add nothing to our readiness. As a man lives

so shall he die.

What consideration is brought about in the

long wasting illness of the one dearest in the

home! What sacrifice on the part of every
member of the family! What concern among
the relatives and neighbors! How every want
seems anticipated! Then, after long days and
nights of patient suffering, when hope dawns,
and the life seems given back, what happiness
everywhere!

Thus the Lord seems to say, "I'll spare you
the fragrant life yet a while longer." How
much more than we deserve! Bless the Lord
for His mercy, which is from everlasting to ev-

erlasting to them that fear Him !

July 2.—The train is whirling us on through
fragrant meadows and fields of waving corn,

while almost every trace of the high water of

April has given place to a rank growth of

briars and underbrush. As the train stops at

the stations, the sound of the reaper is heard in

the field near by, the birds are singing and all

At lunch-time a share of our " fried chicken"

is offered to a stranger at our side. " No,

thank you," the young lady replies, "this is

Friday,— I don't eat meat to-day."

We Protestants, most of us, under such cir-

cumstances, would simply say, "No, thank

you,'' without the reason. Are we sometimes
ashamed of the Gospel of Christ? If we are

ash.imcd of his church are we not also ashamed
of her Founder?

July3.—We enjoyed a glorious day with the

South Waterloo, Iowa, church, where, on each

anniversary of our American independence, ihe

young people, and old as well, willingly ex-

change the worldly gathering for a day of real

enjoyment.

Here an interesting program, both profitable

and appropriate, is carried out, and proves a

source of spiritual development to all present.

When our churches over the Brotherhood

adopt this method of celebrating the day, God's

name will be glorified and the young people

will give them no trouble over the worldly cel-

ebration.

Bro. I. N. H. Heahrr e midst of his

series of meetings at this plan/, and the days

that followed were indeed a rich, spiritual

feast.

If wc had live hundred workers in the field,

who were willing to put in as many hours hard

work out of every twenty-four as Bro. Beahm
does, we wonder what the result, for Christ,

would be in one year!

The cause in the City of Waterloo has re-

ceived quite art"impetus during the past year.

The ranks have been increased by a band of

active young members.

We were much impressed with the earnest-

ness and zeal many of them manifest. The

work at present is in charge of Bro. L. R. Pei-

fer. Brother and Sister Feifer are active

workers and manifest a deep concern for the

Associations with relatives and former Mt,

Morris school-mates made the stay here most

pleasant, and the days, though busy, passed by

all too soon. Next to the home come the ties

of friendship, formedin earnest school-work.

The Waterloo church is certainly in a pros-

mission work of all kinds. There is activity

among both old and young. All seem happy

and busy, reminding one of so many bees in a

hive. We contrast the condition of affairs

here, with that of another church, absorbed in

local trouble, holding tight the purse-strings,

valuing souls in dollars and cents, without ac-

tive Sunday school or prayer-meeting and no

young people in the church.

Memory dwells on the two pictures, until fa-

miliar scenes surround us and we suddenly re-

alize we are nearing home. How the heart

bounds at the thought,—after even a few
months' absence I As the train pulls in, a fa-

miliar face and a friendly voice is there, to bid
us welcome! Thus we turn to duties numerous
and varied, realizing that many changes have
taken place in this short time.

Aug. /.—We have an unusually interesting

prayer-meeting. Last Sunday our class had a
vacancy because a little girl bad moved away.
The whole class realized the absence. Why?
Because Edith had been punctual and of ex-

cellent behavior, so she is missed. There are
various reasons why wc may be missed from
our accustomed places. Brother, sister, if you
should suddenly drop out, would you he missed
from your place because the place has been so

well filled, or because it has been so poorly
filled that your absence would breathe relief to

those you left behind?

S17 Division St.

FIELD NOTES FROM PUEBLO, COLO.

As 1 travel over this great country of moun-
tain and valley, I see the wonders of God's
great footstool,—the mountains, containing the

gold and silver, and the valley with streams of

beautiful, running water to quench man's thirst

and irrigate the rich soil. Man is found every-

where seeking some hidden treasure. We be-

hold his zeal and push through life, and with

many it is but to fail, while a treasure of un-

known value lies within reach of all, if some
one could only induce them to embrace the op-

portunity to secure it. Eternal life would be
tlmii ward.

I find a few of our members scattered over

the southern half of Colorado, and a visit to

them, and preaching for them, seems more
precious than ever before. Isolated as these

members are, with so many doors open for the

transgressor, the way seems difficult, but the

promise is " I will never leave thee nor forsake

thee," and "I will guide thee with mine eye."

This should never be forgotten by the pilgrim.

While patiently waiting for a messenger to

bring refreshments from the Lord's Store-house,

angels may appear to convey some of the dear

isolated ones to a higher plane, "Blest is that

servant whom his Lord when he cometh shall

find so doing."

Those members who arc more favorably sit-

uated should not fail to send the Bread of Life

to those less favorably situated. Think and

pray for the lonely ones; extend to them your

band, place in the minister's hand your mite, of

sufficient amount to enable him to come within

reach, and take the hand of the lonely one in

his, and thus let your prayers be answered and

your lonely brother feel your nearness.

To visit, and talk with the isolated ones about

the Brethren, the church, and Jesus, brings out

the disposition of Mary, who loved to listen to

the words of Jesus. With the missionary, as

well as those visited, arc experienced outbursts

of joy on meeting, and sympathy and sadness

on parting, with a prayer of "God be with you

till we meet again." God has a people here.

They should be sought out, become trees of

the Lord's planting, and also assist in building

up the waste places. Let the church, as well as

angels, rejoice that children are being bom into

the family of God, and may he bless all work

done according to the plan given!

Mcl'hcison, fCaus.

A HOME MISSION FIELD.

While we are very properly urging the im-

portance of mission work in foreign fields, it

may be well to call attention to a closer field.

The colored population of our own Southern

States forms a field which demands the closest

attention of patriotic Americans and good

Christians. Note the conditions. Of the mil-

lions of colored people in the South, almost

every one, now in middle age, was born a

slave. Very few of them were taught to read

and their training never gave them self-reli-

ance or self-control. The conditions of slavery

are always such as to teach the slave the vices

rather than the virtues of his master. Further

than that, many oj the colored people are re-

moved only one or two generations from Afri-

can heathenism, for the importation of slaves

was made illegal only about ninety yews ago.

!, they t ally 1 IChri :, but

they have not learned to connect the protc;

of religion and the practice of it. The soul

has not been regenerated.

This may not be true of all, for there are

many true men and women among the negroes,

too sadly true of several millions of

11 negroes. A problem of this kind

be ignored. It threatens our public

and Christian institutions too much.
Besides this, the majority of these people are

poor. But they are not asking for charity.

You rarely see a black hand held out for char-

ity in any of our large cities, and black faces

are not found among the tramps who infest our

Northern States. All the race asks for is op-

portunity—opportunity for improvement. But
they cannot learn without a teacher.

It is necessary that men go among them who
are qualified to teach them both spiritual and
temporal things. Their minister ought to live

among them in a model home on a model
farm. For this work our own form of church

organization seems well adapted. Our minis-

ters are used to laboring with their hands and-

faring as their Hock. The plan which we use

in our white congregations is exactly the

plan commended by Professor Washington,

one of the great educators of America, though
born a slave.

The present time is opportune. The gener-

ation now reaching maturity is the first one to

be raised by free parents. The training of the

parents has often not taught them how to raise

children, and thus the young people, grown up

stances. The destiny of this genera ,. and
therefore, largely, the destiny of the race, must

be determined aoon by the presence or absence

of true Christian influences.

I have written the few words nol 10 turn

away attention from foreign missions, which

are close to my heart, but rather tit call atten-

tion to one more fir Id in which those c^ui work

who cannot go to the foreign field, May every

new fact we learn inspire us to greater effort in

God's work among men, whether they bi- of

one race or another, ai home or abroad.

Mt. Morris. III.

TORMENTINQ A MISSIONARY.

> is a doctor in India,

writes thus in his report for 1897:

Asa rule the people do not disturb me at

night, except when they are in danger, and in

much pain At about 2:30 A. M. I had to get

up to attend a patient; putting on my slipper,

1 was much stung, and thinking that a scorpion

had got into my slipper, I stamped on the lloor

hoping to crush him, but I was most shameful-

ly stung again and again, and had to withdraw

my foot. Bringing the lamp 1 saw that wasps

had made their home in my slipper, and as

they came out I killed them. One after an-

other I killed 38 wasps. Vengeance is sweet,

but my swollen and burning foot took all the

fun out of it. I held it in cold water and after

a few minutes all the pain went. 1 wish yon to

notice how easy it is to heal wasp or bee sting.

Apply cold water, it is better than anything

A frugal housewife dre ed thai a poor

man came to her door and begged a cup of

milk. Always ready to do good, she hastened

to the cellar, but with housewifely thrift was

about to skim the milk, when a voice seemed

to say: "Give him cream and all!" Tor a mo-

ment there was an inward struggle with self-

ishness, but better counsel prevailed, and the

ample bowl, covered with golden cream, was

carried to the grateful beggar. How many of

our best deeds are spoiled by having the 1 ream

skimmed off! Love is the golden cream; love

to God and man. The lukewarm have little of

it to bestow.—/. N. N.

A story is told of a young man who picked

up a sovereign lying in the road. Ever after-

ward, as he walked along^ he kept his eye

steadfastly on the ground in hope of finding

another. In the course of his long life he

picked up a goodly amount o( gold and silver,

but all these years he saw not that heaven was

ight above him, and nature was bright around

him, but kept his eye upon the mud and filth

hi which he sought the treasure; and when he

lied, a rich old man. he knew thil fair earth of

aura only as a duty road in which 10 pick up

money as he walked along.
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ries of meetings, at Union,

baptized, one applicant, and

Bro, D. L. Miller commences a series of talks

in Huntington, Ind., this (Saturday) evening, ex-

pecting to remain over two Sundays.

Bro. A. G. Crosswhite has decided to locat.

the Bachelor Run congregation, Ind., and after

September 15 his address will be Flora, Carroll Co,

Sept. 4, 1897,

In the article, last issue, page 547, from the Inde.

pendent, is a misleading statement. It is said tha

ild

Bro, J. C. Murray is booked for a series of meet-

ings in Polo, this State, in the early part of October,

We lea^n with pleasure that his health is improv-

ing- _____
The man who is all the time preaching the funer-

il of the church, may do well to bear in mind that

te will die, be buried, and forgotten, while the

:hurch will live on.

5 a result of a series of meetings, recently held

at the Hochstetler church, in the Meyersdale con-

gregation, Pa., nine accessions by baptism are re-

ported, and one restored to fellowship.

Mount Morris, 111., Sept. 4, 1897.

Bro. C. P. Rowland is now engaged in a series

of meetings in Dunn County, Wis.

Ten dollars for tobacco and twenty-five cents for

prcading the Gospel! Whom doe's this hit?

If you have not yet done so, give the Brethren';

Sunday School Song Book a trial in your school.

The District Meeting for Northern Indiana i<

announced for Oct. 7, and will be held in the Eng-

lish Prairie church.

Uo not fret because of that which the Lord has

placed upon you, but try to bear it, and you will

become the stronger thereby.

Ouk Ministerial Meeting will be held in the Wad-
dam's Grove church, next Wednesday. We would

like to see all of our ministers at this meeting.

Bro. D. L. Miller returned from Cerrogordo,

III., last week, and reports that the efforts of the

committee proved quite successful. Six days were
spent in council.

Are any of our preachers resting on their oars?

If they are, they must render to God an account
for their inactivity. There is no time for shirking

duty in the Lord's work.

Bro. C. Hoi'E writes us that the name of Bro. W.
M. Howe should have been associated with his, in

the street preaching in Brooklyn, mentioned by
him in the Messenger, week before last.

Writing from Altoona, Pa., Aug. 25, Bro. U. S.

Brallier says: "Three more young sisters, ranging
in age from eleven to twenty, made the good con-
fession and were baptized on last Lord's Day."

Sum is souls would feel a great deal bet-

ter could they but make up their minds to let the
Lord take care of the universe, while they attend
strictly to their own business, and attend to it well.

The newly-discovered "Sayings of Jesus" are
already furnishing texts for some of the fast

preachers. We suggest that there are yet, in the
New Testament, plenty of texts that have never
been exhausted.

A man who once gave a small amount towards
building a meetinghouse, afterwards said that he
wanted to give more, that he did not feel good
over what he had given. People who will give un-
til they feel good, will not be found very far out of
the way, so far ai giving is concerned.

Bro. J. G. Rover closed his series of meetings in

the Yellow Creek church last Sunday evening with

four accessions, and quite an awakening among the

people. He hopes to hear of other additions,

In ancient times the bottles in common use were

made of skins, but some of the wealthy people had

glass and earthen bottles. Some of these have

come down to our time, having been preserved in

tombs and monuments.

.- ..ill regret to learn that it

has become necessary for Bro. Jesse Stut:

leave Ohio and take h"

Her physici:

- .. milder climate.

.. advised this, and he is now
preparing to make the change.

Pro. C. B. Smith, of Pickrell, Nebr., has ar-

ranged to locate at Red Cloud, same State, and
will probably be in his new field of labor by the

middle of this month. At this time he

in a series of meetings at Sidney.

Beirut and Dama
railroad. The two places at

good line, and have been for

road our brethren traveled 1

mascus two years ago.

joined by a

ready joined by a

n years. Over the

they visited Da-

One of the Disciple churches at Akron, Ohio,
has adopted a set of resolutions, denouncing church
suppers, bazaars, entertainments, festivals, etc., as a
means of raising money for church purposes. This
is good and encouraging. Now let the other popu-
lar churches fall into line, and break up those gath-
erings wholly unbecoming the Christian religion.

When Bishop John P. Newman commenced his

work in the ministry, fifty years ago, he had to

walk a circuit of nine miles every Sunday, and
preach four times, and yet there are men to-day
who think that they have it hard if they have t

walk a few miles and preach but once each Lord's
Day. We are needing more of the old-fashioned
material in the ministry.

One of our readers finding a body of people not
satisfied with the popular churches, but seeking
more light, sends us the names of a number of

them, and wishes sample copies of the Messenger
sent to them. He also has them supplied with
tracts, and hopes to have the Messenger go to

their homes regularly. This is one good way of
seeking and saving those that are lost.

An exchange makes mention of a young girl in

Kansas, who made two dollars working in the har-

vest field, and sent it for the relief of the India suf-

ferers. Kansas does not need to be ashamed of

that kind of girls, and such conduct ought to put
some of the rich and well-to-do to shame. If we
had more people of that make-up the missionary
cause would not suffer for the want of funds.

The General Missionary and Tract Committee
have their fall meeting on the second Monday of

October, at Mt. Morris, Illinois. To insure proper

attention, business for this meeting should bi

the office of the committee not later than Sept,

Some people seem to think that they have about
outgrown the New Testament. They have got so

far along that they can set the ordinance of feet-

washing and the salutation of the kiss aside with-

out doing injustice to their conscience in the least.

Jesus, in the setting up of the church, never con-

templated that kind of progress.

A minister writes that he could send us the

tames of several who have wandered away from the

hurch, but he thinks it would do no good to send
hem sample copies of the Messenger. These are

he very people we want to reach. The Savior

ame to seek and save those that were lost, and that

s our mission too. If possible, we want to regain

11 of those who have gone astray.

From Centralia, Washington, we have a letter

from which we quote as follows: "Many of the

brethren and sisters in Washington and Oregon
very much disappointed when they learned

that Bro. D. L. Miller and wife had returned to

without visiting the churches generally.

They were so near and yet so far from us." Bro.

: was limited to a few weeks, in which
to make the trip to the Northwest. He hesitated
about going at all, knowing that it would be possi-

ble to visit only a very few of the churches, he,

decided to go and do the best he could
circumstances. He expressed many re-

grets that he did not have more time, for he had a
strong desire to visit and spend some time in all the
churches in the Northwest.

The Disciples have what is known among them
" The Church Extension Fund." At this time it

nounts to about $140,000. This is loaned to
churches having no houses of worship, to aid in

building such houses. It seems that a church is

not permitted to keep money longer than five

years. Loans have been made to 280 congrega-
tions. We like the plan of loaning to the needy
churches.

If we were all compelled to think aloud, what a
wonderful change there would be in our thoughts!
How many times when men pray, do their words
express one thing, while their thoughts, if made
audible, would express anothei! We should learn

to control our thoughts as we do our speech.
We are taught in the Scriptures that the Spirit is a
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart,

and that to God are known all our thoughts. How
many of us would like to have our nearest friends

know all our thoughts? It might be well, after all,

if we were compelled to think aloud. It would help
us to control our thoughts.

It is important to be zealous in a good cause, bat
there is such a thing as having a zeal of God, but
not according to knowledge. By knowledge, zeal

should be directed, for it is not capable of wisely
directing itself. Zeal cannot atone for either a

lack of knowledge or the want of a well-directed

purpose. However zealous one may be, it amounts
to nothing for good unless he is pursuing the prop-
er course, and is governed by right motives. One
should first be sure that he is right before giving
full vent to his zeal. On every hand zeal is to be
commended, but not that zeal which refuses to be
directed by knowledge and wisdom. We pity the

misguided people who permit their zeal to run wild
and get the better of their judgment. We are liv-

ing in an age when strong appeals are being made
to the emotional nature of man, and the tendency
is to give scope to zeal, rather than to knowledge
and wisdom. Let us endeavor to cultivate more of

that earnestness that is regulated by the Word of

Truth.
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Bro. Tobias S. Fike, of Brookside, W. Va., is

arranging to give some attention to evangelistic

work the coming winter. He is booked for a se-

ries of meetings at Meycrsdale. Pa , and, if health

permits, may engage in other meetings.

When it comes to raising money for the Lord's

cause, we believe that there is no better way than

direct giving. We have no sympathy with these

indirect methods of extracting money from the

people with the plea that it is for the cause of

grace. The tendency of these indirect methods is

to degrade giving and weaken the source from

which it comes. We must teach the people that

the right way to give is to give, and there is proba-

bly no better way of doing this than to set apart,

weekly or monthly, a certain amount of our earn-

ings. One who does this will find direct giving not

only easy, but a pleasure. A few dollars placed in

the Lord's box each month constitutes a fund from

which to draw whenever money is needed for chari-

ty or religion. If all of our people would adopt

this method, we would have no difficulty about

raising money for any good cause.

The Independent says: "A scandalous case of per-

secution is reported from Austria. Dr. Bela Skar-

van was a Hungarian army physician on the staff of

a military hospital. Six weeks before his time of

service expired, he informed his superiors by writ-

ing that, as he was an adherent of Count Tolstoi,

he could no longer be a member of any military or-

ganization, and declined to serve any longer. At

first, the medical staff thought they had to do with

a lunatic; but finding Dr. Skarvan firm in his con-

victions, his arrest was ordered and inquiries in-

stituted as to what had best be done. He was exam-

ined before the military authorities and remained

inflexible, and then, after some more weeks in jail,

sentence was pronounced on him. For entertain-

ing revolutionary ideas he was to be deprived of his

rank, and condemned to three months' hard labor

in jail. Further, the University of Innsbruck, from

which he had received his doctor's diploma, was re-

quested to take his name off its books; and, in order

that his utter ruin might be secured, an order was

issued prohibiting him from practicing as a physi-

cian in any part of the Austro-Hungarian domin-

This what who

posed to war, and favor peace principle

WHO IS DOINQ IT?

We would like to learn who it is that is so grave-

ly misrepresenting the Brethren by connecting

their fair name with what may be denominated as

the Brown County (Indiana) emigration scheme,

Something like a year ago it was widely published

that our people had planned to purchase the great-

er part of Brown County, and settle it with those

of our own faith. It was even suggested that pub-

lic affairs were to be run without any regard to the

laws necessary to regulate township and county in-

terests. The same scheme, only in a little differ-

ent form, was lately published in the Chicago Times,

and copied by the Atlanta ( Tennessee )Joutnalt and

probably by other publications, The writing reads

very much like that of last year. The writer now

says, that early last summer the Dunkers of

Northern Indiana began to discuss the propriety of

changing their residence, and committees were ap

pointed to select a location, the leading men and

women of the sect having come to the conclusion

that they were too closely environed by the worldly

class, and wished to secure a place where such en-

vironments would not exist. It is then stated that

they finally selected a tract in the long-forsaken

parts of Brown County, purchased ten thousand

acres, settled their people on it, and such fine crops

as they are now raising are seldom seen. No one

in this northern clime ever saw vines and trees

grow like those planted by these thrifty emigrants,

etc., etc. It is also reported that they have every-

thing in common, all do an allotted amount of

work, and that they seek to live separate and apart

from the worldly people. These, and many other

things of like nature, are published concerning our

people. The same writer says that the members
who went to North Dakota, are to return and settle

with this colony, and that more land is to be pur-

chased, and all that sort of thing, This, of course,

is done for effect, and the thing ought to be ex-

posed in the journals where it appears.

In a recent issue of the Journal, Atlanta Ga., Bro.

P. R. Wrightsman had published a well-prepared

article correcting the misrepresentations, and set-

g forth a number of facts concerning the char-

ter and teachings of the Brethren. His article is

giving rise to a number of inquiries, and some good

may yet grow out of what was intended to be mis-

leading. Our people want to keep an eye on these

men who are trying to make merchandise out of

the church in this way. j, h, m.

THE SOCIAL CODE OF IESUS.

h Cadv Stanton, in concluding an

argument against the use of the Bible in the public

schools, says:

" If, however, we are to train our children in the

moralities of the New Testament . . . and teach

them, follow the example of Jesus and to accept

his code of social ethics, to love their neighbors as

themselves, to share with them all the good things

of life, this would wholly unfit them for our present

civilization of selfish competition."

It does not seem to have occurred to the mind of

the venerable defender of woman's rights that, if the

social ethics of Jesus prevailed in the world, if chil-

dren were taught to love others as themselves, if

the first and second great commandments were ob-

served, to love God with all the heart, soul, mind

and strength, and one's neighbor as one's self,

the world would be all the better.

It is true that, if the doctrines of the New Testa-

ment were fully accepted and carried to their logi-

cal conclusion, the result would be out of joint with

existing social conditions. Modern society is

based on pure selfishness. Men and women, pro-

fessing to follow Jesus and his teachings, enter into

the most selfish competition with each other. The

survival of the fittest, the Darwinian theory, rules

rather than the unselfish law of Jesus which is

against all selfishness. In the unseemly struggle

for money and for place the social ethics of the New

Testament are set aside, and that, too, very often

by those who profess to follow very literally all the

commandments.

The competition of pure selfishness stoops to all

kinds of subterfuge to gain what is wrongly called

success. The truth is disregarded, and even the

character of one in opposition is not safe from

assault. The law of love, which seeks not its own,

is set aside as an old-time, exploded theory that has

lived out its day. It is not compatible with our

present civilization of selfish competition.

But would not the world be better to-day if there

were less self-seeking and more love for others?

Why not reconstruct our present social fabric? It

is built on selfish competitions. Let it rest on th

principles of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. When w

so build, all war and strife will cease, and the socia

code of love and peace and good will prevailing in

the" hearts of all men, there will be peace on earth

and good will among men.

The conflict between labor and capital will c<

Strikes will no more disturb the peace of our c

try, for every Christian would do unto other

he would have others do unto him. Social doc

have been hunting a remedy for the conflict that

now disturbs the peace of the body politic. Why

not take the Gospel plan? There will be no

emly competition. Live, let live and help to live,

11 be the rule. No one will try to injure or take

away from another his business, Each will do his

best and rejoice at the success of others. There
11 be no deep laid plans and underhanded efforts

secure the patronage enjoyed by another. Let
have more of the social code taught by Jesus, and

ss of our present civilization of selfish competition!

CONVERSION.-WHAT IS IT?

Will you please give, through Gospel Messkngkr, the doc
trine of conversion, as understood by the Brethren church,
especially tnc relation that baptism sustains to it?

S.J. Howman.

By New Testament conversion is meant the

change the sinner must undergo to become a saint.

It means a change from one state or condition to

another. There are two parts in this work,—the
divine and human. Conversion commences at that

point where the Word of the Lord begins to take

hold on the heart of the sinner, and the heart lays

hold on and confides in the Word. This Word is

the seed of the kingdom, "the Word of Truth," and
by it we are begotten. Regeneration commences
at the same point that conversion docs, This, in

the first place, is brought about by hearing the

Word preached, or read. Or one may be affected

by reading the Word himself. But the Word of

Truth must, in some way, first get into the heart,

and there be gladly received. This is also the be-

ginning of faith, It is the work of grace begin-

ning in the heart. It has a growth, and continues

to grow until there is a turning away from sin, a

ceasing to do evil, and a learning to do well. This

is repentance, a change of conduct, and if contin-

ued, it leads up to loving obedience, or putting on

Christ in Christian baptism. At this point conver-

sion is consummated, regeneration has done its

perfect work, the sins are pardoned, and the gift

of the Holy Spirit is imparted.

It will thus be seen that conversion commences

with the heart laying hold upon the Word of

Truth, and is consummated with Christian baptism.

The person then becomes a new creature in Christ

Jesus, having been begotten by the Word, de-

veloped by the Spirit, born of the water and

of the Spirit, puts on Christ in baptism, and be-

comes a member of the kingdom of God. This

whole process that takes the sinner, works him

a Christian of

re and simple.

He is converted because he is changed from a sin-

ner to a saint, from the kingdom of Satan to the

kingdom of God. He is born of God because he

was begotten by the seed of the kingdom, the

Word of Truth, which, after the course of grace,

brought about the new birth.

One thus brought about is ready for the baptism

of the Holy Spirit. This Spirit fills his heart, leads

him into all truth, becomes his Guide and Com-

forter, and will be the means of fully developing

him into a well-rounded out life in Christ Jesus,

if he will only submit to the teachings of the New

Testament and the ever-present influence of this

Spirit. _^___^^__ J" H * M *

SPECIAL NOTICE.

The Committee sent by Annual Meeting to the

Cerrogordo church, III., made a careful investiga-

tion of the report affecting the character of Eld. M.

J,
McClure, and found said report to be incorrect.

Publicity is given to the finding of the Committee

in this matter, in these columns, because the re-

port was wide-spread, and it is but due to Bro.

McClure that it be met in this way.

By order of the Committee.

D. L, Miller, Foreman,

D. F. Hoover, Clerk.
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QUERISTS' DEPARTMENT.

What is your object in giving the short reports of church

news the preference? Why not deal with all correspondence

alike?- J'. A
Wc do this to encourage the sending of short re-

ports, and plenty of them. We can always find

room for short report? of church news, but the

longer communications must wait. Our readers

like these short reports, and so do we, and those

who can be induced to write them, are sure to see

them in the paper at a very early date.

Do you think that the Logia. or " Sayings of Jesus," recently

found in Egypt, is genuine?— T. L. J.

It will be some time before all the facts about

the find will be known. The writing is in Greek,

and covers two small pas;es of what may have been

an ancient note book. It probably belongs to the

second century, and, by some able scholars, is

thought to be unreliable, and may possibly be the

work of some Jew, not sufficiently enlightened in

the Gospel to hive given up the law of Moses.

Please explain John 14: 12. It reads thus: "Verily, verily. 1

say unto you, he that believeth on me, the works that 1 do

shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do: be-

cause I go unto my Father." How can we do greater works

than he did?-Samuel Myers.

The " greater works," here referred to, is proba-

bly the preaching of the Gospel among all nations,

and the conversion of the millions that have al-

ready come to Christ, and the millions that may

yet accept him. The translation of the Scriptures

into the various languages of earth, the printing

and distributing of millions upon millions of copies

among all nations, is the grandest work of ancient

When a 1

The Lord has put in the Bible what he wants his

ministers to preach to the people, and, like Timo-

thy, they must study, so they will know what it is,

and how to tell it. The Lord will help those who

study the Scriptures, and try to master its teach-

ings, but he can not do much for the man who will

not study, and fails to prepare himself for the work

of the ministry.

Is it right to practice the s'ngle or double mode of feet-

washing, according to John 13, or is it right for an elder to

have his church wash double mode, when the majority of the

church are in favor of single mode, or is it right to practice

both modes, when visiting other churches?—S. S.

Not for years have we heard anything concern-

ing this once greatly controverted question. The

churches that made the change from the double to

the single mode, genera'ly did so by unanimous

consent. The small minority usually respected the

wishes of the large majority. In this way, most of

the churches effected the change without making

any serious trouble. Where the change is contem-

plated, it would be better to follow the same rule.

While it is true that the most of the churches now
practice the single mode, still due regard should be

had by visiting members, for those who have it

otherwise. We should not think it would be prop-

er to have both modes practiced in one congrega-

tion, nor should a church change her mode merely

for the sake of visiting members.

Who was David's mother1—Hannah Smith.

Jesse was his father, but his mother's name is un-

known. Ruth was his great-grandmother.

Why were the Savhr's arms placed in a different po;

«* HOME 4 AND * FAMILY^—
KISSING THE ROD.

1 ihu :ihL(l

We do not know that the difference actually ex-

isted. The pictures extant may, and then they

may not, represent the scene correctly. The fact

that the thieves were yet alive, when Jesus was pro-

nounced dead, would lead us to infer that their po-

sition on the cross was not attended with as much
suffering as his. Th ; s may account for the sup-

posed difference shown in the pictures. j. H. m.

Bow thy gentle ear, oh Father,

To my breath:

Bitter is rny soul, and weary

Unto death.

Darkness speeds, and I would seek 1

Nea-er yet! and Oh my Father

Take my hand!

I am weak, and can but d'mly

Understand

Why my path lies in the shadoi

Oft
t fain .rljrWhy my feet

On the way.

Yester eve my laughing heart was

Glad and free;

Little dreamed I then that sorrow

Waited me;

But when early twilight ushered

In the day.

All my joy went out, and floated

Far away! and even farther

As my eyes,

Thickly glazed with tearless anguish

Pierced the skies,

'Till my precious one in glory

Heard, perchance,

That deep wail of woe, which knew nc

Utterance!

Oh, my Father!

Of the

Weary with thi row gnawing

Weary saying that the darkness

Will be gone;

Weary watchine, praying, waiting

For the dawn.

Yet thou faithful One and holy

This I know:

That each fierce heart-pang shall make
Purer grow.

And the deeper bliss of heaven

Will repay

Me for all the loss and sorrow

Of to day.

So I touch thy hand, my Father,

And I beg:

Help me drain this cup of anguish

To the dreg.

Crushing down each selfish q-iestion.

That, God!

I may kneel, and in submission

Kiss the rod.

THE CROSS AND CROWN.

There are many tempiations in the way of those

who are endeavoring to do right. When we first

take up the cross of Christ, it appears that the

tempter is right at hand to make us lay it down.

He starts a wave of trouble here, throws a burning,

cri-el word there, and, wherever he can, he tempts

us, thinking to make us give up and again follow

him and all his wicked ways.

We sometimes feel that every one has forsaken

us, and we are all alone.' That is just the time

when we should come humbly and trustingly before

the Lord, casting upon him all our burdens, and

asking him to keep us faithful to the end. He is

not like many whom we think to be our friends

here,—we trust them, but, in the hour of trouble,

they forsake us.

Some of us often become discouraged, even wfien

mother and fath-r, sister and brother, and others,

are urging us I o keep on in the narrow way. We
think we can not withstand the trials that are

fore us, and, to the sorrow of our friends, we
sake Ch'ist, snd walk in his ways no more, al-

though mother and father are constantly pleading

and praying for us to return

O, how small the cross of such when we compare
with it the cross of those who have forsaken father,

mother, sister, and brother, to follow J-susI Moth-
er will not advise them, father will speak rudely,

sister will not recognize them when she passes

them, and brother,—that dear, kind brother, who,

before, would gratify his sister's every wish, if it

lay in his power,—has discarded her, and will

scarcely speak at all, because "sister dresses so

plainly, I dislike to be with her." The*e are the

he gives, because they are no longer seen

h other's company.

:se love their dear ones as well as the others,

yet, for the Blessed Master, they gave up all O
dear brother! dear sister! the cross may be heavy

at times, but put your trust in him who has said,

" Be thou faithful until death, and I will give thee

a crown of life."

If people have discarded you, for doing what is

right, you have gained a hundredfold in Christ. A
true Christian will not be left alone, for there are

many who will be fathers and mothers to him, hun-

dreds whom he may trust as brothers and sisters,

and there is " one that dingeth closer than a broth-

er;" namely, Jesus Christ the Righteous.

We think of the heavy cross we must bear; yet,

when we think of all that Jesus has done for us, our

cross is very ligM. He left his royal home in

heaven, came here upon this earth suffered all that

mortal could suffer, that we might gain a crown

above, if we only bear our cross below.

Surely we can carry the cross up the straight and

narrow way, until we are bid to lay it down and

take a crown instead. How faithfully we should

bear each trial, during the few days we have to

spend here, for the mansion and crown in that

beautiful land o f peace and love on the other side

of the 'River of Death!"

The heavier the cross here, the brighter will be

the crown over there. For every good deed we do,

and every burning trial passed through, he will set

a gem of light in the crown he places on our brow.

When a wave of trouble comes, let us go to the

dear Father and humbly ask him to guide our frail

bark over the tempestuous billows, and may we,

with the spirit, sing:

"Beautiful home! beautiful home!

Beautiful home of love;

For those who bear the cross below,

Thei

Jewell, Ohio.

CATCHING SUNBEAMS.

HOLLIE HOOK

One morning a mother walked up the stairway

with her baby, and, putting the little one down at

the head of the stairs, began the work of putting

the rooms in order. As she worked, she thought,

this same work must be done every day. It makes
no difference how much there is to be done in the

kitchen, how hot the weather is, or how cross the

baby is, the dust will collect, and papers get scat-

tered, so this same work has to be done over and

over again.

While she thus mused, she heird behind her, a

merry, babyish laugh, and, turning, beheld the lit-

tle one enveloped in a flood of sunbeams, which

came stealing through the window, and endeavor-

ing, with all the earnestness of his nature, to catch

and clasp .them in his tiny hands. The mother's

thoughts instantly changed. How is it, she said,

that the baby saw those sunbeams, when I had not

noticed them? Is it because he was looking for

sunshine, while I was hunting for shadows? It

must have been.

Dear readers, is it not so, many times in life's

journey, that we stand in reach of the sunbeams, but

refuse to let them shine on us? Would it not dis-

pel much of the gloom, in life's pathway, if we

would open our hearts, as the baby did its hands,

and let the sunshine of God's love come in?

Many a burden will be lighter, and many a path-

way brighter, when we, through faith, realize that

the Sun of Righteousness is always shining and

sending the rays of his love and mercy down to us,

if we will only reach out and accept them,

iSj2 Brandywine &., PWadelpida, Pa.



THE GOSPEL MESSE3STGEB.

—~* CORRESPONDENCE *—

—

Frora Lost Nation, Iowa,

At the request of the Mission Board of Middle
Iowa, we left home July 24, accompanied by Bro.

Jesse Shick, to fill the monthly appointment at

Lost Nation, Iowa. Only a remnant of this once

prosperous church now remains. They have a new
churchhouse in town, but no members nearer than

five miles, and these so scattered that they sel-

dom meet each other. Bro. Joshua Shultz, the

aged veteran, is now too old and infirm to care for

the wants of the flock. We found a few outsiders

quite anxions to see the cause built up, and it

seems to us that, with a resident minister, who could

devote part of his time to visiting the scattered

members, and interesting others, with well directed

efforts in the pulpit, some sheaves might be garner-

ed for the Lord. We were earnestly requested by

one not a member to locate there and preach the

Word in its purity. To these calls we must usually

turn a deaf ear, however much we should like to

heed them.

When Israel withheld her tithes, the Levites had

to go to the fields and neglect the temple service.

Neh. J3: 10, 12.

July 31 we drove twenty- four miles to Bro. Wm.
Stutzman's. Next morning we went seven miles to

Muscatine, where we tried to encourage a small

band of believers at 10 A. M At 3 P. M , we had

services near Bro. Stutzman's, then hastened back to

loved ones at home. The work at Muscatine is al-

so suffering ff-r want of a resident minister.

As we go to these distant appointments, the

question comes to us, " Are we going simply to fill

the appointment, or is there an overwhelming de-

sire within us to pluck souls from the eternal burn-

ings? " How is it with you, brother?

^___^^__ J. D. Myers.

From McClure, Henry Co., Ohio.

This mission point is located in the ex'reme

northeast part of the Poplar Ridge church, on the

" Clover Leaf " Railroad. About eighteen months

ago the Brethren of the above 7named church pur-

chased a United Brethren churchhouse. After

moving and repairing it, at a cost of S450 in all,

they gave it into the care of the Mission Board of

Northwestern Ohio. The Board accepted it, and

have had preaching there every four weeks.

Seven members are living at this place. They
requested the Board to have preaching every two

weeks, which was granted at the last meeting.

McClure is a town of about four hundred inhabi-

tants It has three church organizations besides the

Brethren While we are meeting with a great deal

of opposition, we shall endeavor to uphold the

Truth. We have been laboring hard to locate a

minister at this point and have finally succeeded in

getting Bro. Charles Wilkins, of Harrod, Allen Co.,

Ohio to locate and take charge of the work. We
are also arranging for a Communion meeting the

last of October or the first of November. A series

of meetings, to follow the feast, will be conducted

by Eld. L. H. Dickey. We trust others may come
to our aid and assist to make this series of meetings

a successful one. Further notice about these meet-

ings will be given later on. We predict a bright fu-

ture for that point, if carefully and prayerfully

worked, G. W. Sellers.

Bryan, OM?, Aug. j.

" As Ye Oo, Preach."

July 26, I left home to visit some members in

Randolph and Greene Counties, this State. Fail-

ing to make connection at Hoxie, I was compelled
to atay over night at that place. The Methodist
ipeopU h&4 a meeting in progress there, but the

571

minister being absent that night, they would have
had no preaching, had not the writer, upon request,
consented to fill the appointment,

After a discourse from 2 Tim. 2: 26, an appoint-
ment was left for Saturday night, July 31, which
was filled on the return trip.

Tuesday morning I went to Pocahontas. Here
Bro. David Miller, of Supply, Ark., had come some
sixteen miles to meet the " preacher," but his com-
ing was the day before, and he was now at home,
and the preacher sixteen miles away. I learned of
a neighbor of Bro. Miller's, who, being "on the
jury," kindly availed himself of the opportunity to
" send his horse home."

Of course the first appointment was a disappoint-

ment, On Tuesday night, however, and Wednes-
day morning and evening, discourses were deliv

ered to attentive listeners. These meetings were
held in the Baptist church. The congregation on
Wednesday night was the largest I met, so far,

since in the State.

After promising to return again some time this

fall, and give them a week's meetings, leave was
taken, and on Thursday morning a drive of twenty
miles brought Bro. Miller and I to Corning, where
I took the train for Delaplaine, being met here by
Bro. Theophilus Miller, and conveyed to the

schoolhouse, where services were held on Thurs-

day and Friday nights, to small but attentive con-

gregations,

The members at this place, five in all, seem to be
much dissatisfied with their location, and will

likely remove to some place where they can

have better church and school privileges. They
would be a help in any community, as they seem to

be worthy. We should like to have them locate

with us.

On Saturday morning the journey was resumed.

The appointment at Hoxie was filled on Saturday

night, and at Bonnerville, on Sunday. Bro. John
Coyn, of Dryden, met me here, and a nine-mile

pull on his speeder (hand car), brought us home
again, to find all well.

I am now engaged in a series of meetings six

miles east of Dryden. I began last Sunday night.

We have small, but attentive congregations. The
weather has been very unfavorable I will close on

Friday night, B. E. Kbsler.

Aug. 11.

From Sheldon, Iowa.

On the first Sunday of August we held a harvest

and missionary meeting, Bro Rolston gave us a

very instructive sermon from Luke 16. The col-

lection resulted in $12 being sent to the India suf-

At the request of the Mission Board, I went to

Mallard, a mission point in Palo Alto County, Iowa,

Aug 14, a distance of about seventy miles south-

east of Sheldon, to hold a few meetings. Only

four members are living there. We had three

meetings, with seemingly good interest. A number

of German Lutherans and a few Catholics came out

to hear us. I was loath to leave so soon, believing

that some good could be accomplished through

continued efforts. At the close of the last service,

two women came up and gave us a hearty hand-

shake. One, with tears in her eyes, said, " I am so

thankful for your good sermon, and just wish that

we could have more such." The people seem dis

gusted with the preaching of the popular churches.

The telegraph operator said to some one outside of

the church, after services on Sunday, " That sound-

ed like preaching,"

Each day confirms the opinion more and more,

that the Lord has a great mission for the Brethren

church- The Lord has been preparing a people to

carry on his work and complete the mission of sav-

ing the world, and certainly the indications are

that the Brethren are the people prepared The

good people of the towns and cities are tired of the

foolishness of popular Christianity, and are longing

for a plain church. Here are goldau opportunities

for usl Will nr* utilise thwa*

Sept. la Bro. Wm. H. Lichty is expected to be-
gin a series of meetings at Mallard, Iowa.
We were agreeably surprised last Sunday, by hav-

ing Bro Albert Nicodemus and wife, of Kingsley,
Iowa, with us. He preached on Sunday morning
and evening. Come again!

The Lord willing, I will begin work with the
Brethren at the East Kingsley church, Iowa, Sept.
I! * P. B. FlTZWATBR.
Avg. 18.

From Palestine, Ark.

The first week in August we had meetings at one
of our outposts, about ten miles north of here.
Three members live at this point. While there
were no accessions during the meetings, the outlook
is encouraging. While some are convinced of the
truth of the Gospel, they seem to be waiting for a
more convenient season.

I held two meetings, also, at a place ten miles
yet farther north, near Wynne, Ark. Here brother
and sister Price, formerly of Indiana, reside, and
are the only members. While here, the call was
made for meeting* eight or ten miles farther on,
but time forbade going farther. Many are the
openings for work and calls we would like to fill in

this great Southern field. Who will come and car-
ry on the work in this part of the home land, while
some of us go to a foreign land? Brethren, come
and see the land, and help while it is yet day!

Aug. 4 our hearts rejoiced to have brother and
sister L. H. Eby, of North Manchester, Ind„ visit

us in our humble home. Bro. Eby preached one
sermon for us, which was much appreciated, With
joy we meet in this life, and when the parting hour
comes, the Lord only knows when we may meet
again.

This week we have meetings at another point, six

miles south, and pray that God may bless the work
to his honor and gloryl D. L, Forney.
Aug 16.

The Bethlehem Bible School.

Bro. David Hollinger. of Norlh Manchester,
Ind., came to Franklin County, Virginia, July 31, to

begin a Bible School Aug. 2. The school contin-

ued eleven days. The attendance during the en-

tire time was very large. Many took an active in-

terest in the preparation of the lessons.

The school seems to have met with the favor of

all who attended. One encouraging feature of the

school was the large and regular attendance of the

aged brethren and sisters. The presence of the

older members, at institutions of this kind, encour-

ages the younger members, and proves a good
stimulus to the work.

From the interest in Bible study, aroused by the

school, it is evident that the results of this term will

be far reaching. The importance of a thorough

preparation for life's duties, was strongly impressed

upon all. Our teacher is an earnest, consecrated

worker, and, by his zealous efforts, has made many
good impressions on both the church and the world.

J, W. Ikenbkrry.
Helms, Va., Aug. 16.

Notice to the Northeastern District of Kansas.

We, your committee on location, have decided

that the Sunday school meeting of the Northeast-

ern District of Kansas will be held in the Sabetha

church. The time of the meeting has been changed

from Sept. 4, as previously stated in Gospel Mes
senger No. 25, to Oct. 2 and 3. All the Sunday

schools in the District are requested to represent

by delegate, and all are invited to be present and

participate in the meeting. I give this by request

of the moderator of the meeting.

James T. Kinzie.

Centropolis, Ka*s., Aug. 13.

To love in order to be loved in return is man;

but to love for the p»re safes of laving, is almos*

thi eharactiflilk of sngcUv



Notes x from x our x Correspondents.

INDIANA.

Notice to the Churches of Middle Indiana.— No-

tice is hereby given that the time for Ministerial

Meeting of Middle Indiana, is changed from Fri-

day, Oct. 8 (as formerly stated), to Oct. 15, same

day of the week, to be held in the Beaver D tm con-

gregation. The railroad arrangements, and time

and place of meeting the trains, will be published

in due time—John L Kline, Sevastopol, Ind.

Middletown.—To-day we had preaching at this

place by Bro. David Hoover. He delivered some

good sermons. Our harvest meeting will be held

at the Upper Fall Creek church Aug. 21, Can we
not arrange to send the Messenger to some worthy

brother or sister who is unable to pay for it?—F. J.

E. Green, Aug 15.

Goshen.—This church held their harvest meeting

Aug. 20 Bro. Lemuel Hillery delivered the

thanksgiving sermon in the forenoon. A collec-

tion of S1727 was taken up for general mission

work. In the afternoon we had five-minute talks

from brethren and sisters on mission work. The

meeting was enjoyed by all.—/. H. Miller, Avg 20.

Bethany.— Bro. L. H. Eby came to us August 7,

and preached for us Saturday evening and Sunday

morning. He delivered an excellent harvest ad-

ollection was taken for home
amounting to 021 62 Breth-

Bowser gave a very interest-

en at 4 P. M.

—

Maggie Schenck,

dress, after which a

and foreign mission,

ren Eby and Williao

ing talk to the childi

Pittsboto, Trd„ Aug. 21.

Pleasant Dale.—We met in

Our elder no* being present, th

Bro. Daniel Byerly, moderator

$14.48 was raised for the Missiot

die District of Indiana. We will commence our

series of meetings Sept. 10, Bro, Diniel Snell is to

assist us.—H.J. DVing, Aug. 23.

Rock Run.—Aug. 7 was our quarterly c

changed the time of our protracted

Duncil Aug. 21,

nembers elected

At this meeting

oardof the Mid-

ncil.

neeting

' present,

eting,

ing from Oct. g to Sept. iS. Our harvest

was appointed for Aug 26, Our childrc

ing was Aug. 8. There was a good numbf

Forty children took part. We had a good
which all enjoyed. A collection resulted in S3. 55

for Orphanage work.

—

R. W. Davenport, Aug. 14.

Williamsport Church.—We met in council Aug.

7. Our elder, W. H. Harshbarger, Jacob Secrist,

and Samuel Mohler were with us. Oa Sunday we
had three preaching services and Sunday school.

We have just returned home from holding three

meetings at Eugene. We have four appointments

each month, and preach two or three times at each

appointment. There are many calls that we cannot

fill. We need more laborers in the vineyard. If

our ministers would scatter out, instead of two or

three being at one appointment, a grand work
could be done.—D. M. Brubaker, Aug. 16.

Beaver Dam.—The members of this congrega-

tion met in council, preparatory to our Commun-
ion, Aug. 2i. Eld. Samuel Leckrone presided, as-

sisted by Eld. Joseph Spitzer. Bro. George Mish-
ler, secretary of " Committee on Program for Min-
isterial Meeting," was also present, with a request

to change the time of said meeting from Oct. 8 to

abou' a week later. The exact date of this meet-
ing will be given in the near future. This change
is made because the District Meeting of Northern
Indiana occurs Oct. 7. The church also decided to

hold a series of meetings through January. Eld
Joseph Spitzer is to do the preaching. E!d. Leck-
rone and Bro. Mishlcr staid with us over Sun-
day. Bro. Mishler gave us two practical ser-

mons,— one on Saturday evening, and again on
Sunday morning. In the afternoon Bro. Leckrone
gave us a good lesson on faith and faithfulness.

After this meeting, a number of us drove to Silver
Lake, to hear Bro. Spitzer preach the last one of a

series of sermons in that town.—John L, Kline, Se-

vastopol, ind.

THE GOSIFErD IVnESSElsTQEIL.

North Manchester.—This church is in a flourish'

ing condition, under the care of Eld. L T. Holsing-

er. One precious soul was received into fellowship

by confession and baptism, since our last report.

—

D. C. Cripe.

Lakeside.—Our love feast for Oct. 2 will com-
mence at 2 P. M. We expect to elect one deacon
We have but one deacon at present, and he is get-

ting old. Our Sunday school is flourishing. We
have good interest and attendance. We have
preaching once a month. We are under the care

of the Mission Board. They send us good preach-

ers, and they are working up great interest.

—

Fran-

cis M. White, Aug. iy.

Blue Creek Church—We met in quarterly coun-

cil Aug. 7. The visiting brethren reported all in

peace. Bro. Lewis Huber was advanced to the sec-

ond degree of the ministry. Since our last report,

we had one accession to our membership; also,

some very interesting meetings. Bro. B. F, Hon-
eyman came to us July 24, and preached three soul-

inspiring sermons. We have preaching every sec-

ond and fourth Sunday of each month.

—

Frank Os-

waH, Berne, Ind,, Aug. 23.

OHIO.

Chippewa Church.—Aug. 14 we held our coun-

cil. Bro. Aaron Hiestand presided. We decided

to hold three series of meetings this winter,—one
t Geyer's Chapel, a mission point, one at Beech
irove, and one at East Chippewa. We also decid-

d to have singing schools in the near future, for

the purpose of improving our church music, as well

to instruct our young people in the rudiments of

isic. Our Sunday schools, at both houses, have
proved q lite interesting this summer, thus far.

We will have a children's meeting at Beech Grove.

Sunday, Sept. ig. at g: 30 A. M. There will be a

ssionary talk, after which a special missionary

collection will be taken up —F.cra I. Ho(f, Madison-

burg, Ohio, Avg 2s.

Salem Church.—The members of the Salem
church, Montgomery County, Ohio, met to-day in

council. In the afternoon the ordination of our

much beloved brethren, Jesse K. Brumbaugh and
John H. Brumbaugh, to the eldership, was effected

by the laying on of hands. Elders John Smith and

J. C. Bright officiated in this work. It was most
pressive to all, and especially so to the many

young members, to whom it was a new thing. Bro.

Samuel Snell was also elected to the ministry and
nstalled.

—

Ezra Flory, Canton, Ohio, Aug. iq.

Notice.—The Dstrict Meeting of Northeastern
Ohio will be held at the Pleasant Valley meeting-

house, in the West Nimishillen church, Stark Co.,

Ohio, on Oct. 7, commencing at 8 A. M. Elder
Samuel Sprankle will give notice of railroad ar-

rangements, etc—Jacob Mishl'.r, District Clerk, Mog-
adon, Ohio, Avo. iq

Roann Church —Our harvest meeting occurred

Aug. 7. We had a fair attendance, and good inter-

est. A free-will offering for mission work result-

ed in raising S1445. Visiting ministers were elders

S. M. Loose and J. C. Witmore. We also had
preaching Saturday evening, and Sunday school and
preaching Sunday morning.

—

Maggie A. Dickey, Al-

vada, Ohio, Aug. 18.

Lower Stillwater.—Two have been baptized

since last report. Aug. iS our quarterly council

convened, and transacted much business. Our
Communion was appointed for Nov. 4, at 4 P. M.,

in the lower house. Bro L. A. Bookwatter was or-

dained to the eldership. Brethren Jonas Horning
and Jno. Calvin Bright officiated. We contemplate
holding two series of meetings this winter, assisted

by brethren J. G. Royer and D. M. Garver.—A, W.
Shoftr, Trotwood, Ohio, Aug. 24.

Mohican Church.—We met in council Aug. 21.

We decided to have a harvest meeting Sept. 4. and
to have a series of meetings in December, to be
conducted by Bro. Reuben Shroyer. We send
brethren David Worst and Simon Showalter as del-

egates to District Meeting. Our love feast will be
Oct. g, at lo A. M.—/ W. Budd, Aug. 23.

Sept. 4, 1897.

Richland.—The members of this church met i n
quarterly council Saturday, Aug. 14. All business

passed off pleasantly.

—

Clara L. Wolf, Aug. 16.

IOWA.

Sharon Center.—On my way from home, to Oak
Grove love feast, Johnson County, Aug. 14, 1

preached Friday evening near Sharon Center, in

the Amish settlement, to a full house. Sunday ev-

ening, on my return, I preached at the same place,

the house filled to overflowing. I gave an invita-

tion at the close of the services, when a young lady,

that had never seen any one immersed, came for-

ward. She had attended the feast at Oak Grove.

Monday morning, at nine o'clock, we met at the

same place, had services, then went six miles, in

company with quite a delegation of the Amish
Brethren, and performed baptism. We had servi-

ces again in the evening. I feel very certain there

are others in that vicinity not far from the Brethren

church.

—

H. R. Taylor, Deep Rivtr, Iowa.

Dry Creek Church.—The members of this church

met in quarterly council to-day. Eld. S. H. Miller

presided. Bro. Higgs (president) and Bro. West
(secretary), of the Missionary Board of Middle
Iowa, being present, gave us good advice and en-

couragement on missionary work. Considerable

money was raised toward paying off the indebted-

ness on the Cedar Rapids church property, and a

liberal donation was offered to erect a parsonage

on the same. We decided to hold a love feast

Nov. 6. All are invited. Bro. Geo. Hagarman was

chosen to represent Dry Creek church at District

Meeting.—D. W. Miller, Robins, Iowa, Aug. 24,

Gillett's Grove Church.—Bro. O. J. Beaver, our

District Evangelist, came to us Aug. 7, and

preached till the 22nd. Three were added to the

church, and the faithful ones much strengthened.

We are laboring under great disadvantages and op-

position. Brethren, pray for us!

—

A. H. Reeves,

Dickens, Iiwa, Aug. 23,

South English.—We met in regular council Aug.
21. The attendance was good. The various items

were disposed of, we trust, to the glory of God.

One certificate was granted. The various mission

funds were remembered; also the India sufferers.

We expect to have a series of meetings in North
English in October, and one at South English some
time this fall. We will have a Bible term in Janu-

ary.—5. F Brower, Aug. 23.

Des Moines.—On Sunday, Aug. 22, we had the

privilege of attending services with our members
in Des Moines. Bro. Geo. Shamberger, our min-

ister at that place, was called to fill the appoint-

ment at Prairie City, so Bro. Charlie Rowe
preached in the city at 11 o'clock, and Bro. J. Q.
Goughnour at night. Our hearts were made to re-

joice, in seeing such great efforts put forth by this

little band, to instruct and bring up the children of

this city in the right way.

—

Sarah Goughnour, Elk-

hart, Iowa, Aug. 23.

KANSAS.

Maple Grove Church.—July 3 we held our council.

It was decided to hold our love feast Oct. 16 and 17.

Last Sunday two little girls, aged ten and twelve

y«ars respectively, were baptized.—Laura M. Shuey,

Rockwell City, Kans., Aug. iq.

Slate Creek Church.—The members of this

church met in quarterly council Aug. 14. Bro. A.

L Gorham, of Oklahoma Territory, came to this

place Aug. 12, and remained over Sunday. He
gave us two excellent sermons on Sunday. He al-

so gave a short talk to our Sunday school on Sun-

day morning, Aug. 15.

—

H. H. Fasnacht, Conway
Springs, Kans., Aug. 16.

North Solomon Church.—Aug. 11 I went to

Goodland, Kans., where I met in worship with a

few of God's children, who are, at present, without

a minister. I was then taken to Cheyenne County,

to the outskirts of the Cheyenne church. Here I

met with the faithful few, and broke to them the

Bread of Life. Here I baptized two (husband and

wife). They are strong advocates for the cause of

Christ.—;John F. Cline, Oakvale, Kans., Aug. 1?.
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Cedar Creek Church.—We held our harvest

meeting Aug. 7. Bro. Miller, of the Scott Valley

church, conducted the services, assisted by our

home ministers. A missionary meeting was held in

the afternoon, and a collection was taken for mis-

sion work, resulting in S5 52 being raised. The in-

terest was good, and we believe we were all bene-

fited by the meeting.— Wm. C. Watkins, Garnelt,

Kans., Aug. 20.

Corning.—Eld. C. C. Root came to us Aug. 10,

and gave us five soul-cheering meetings, ending on

Sunday evening, Aug. 15. The writer is the only

member of our church within eight miles of here.

Some were deeply impressed by the meetings, so

1 have learned since.

—

Mary F. Ort, Aug. sj.

PENNSYLVANIA.

Shippensburg.—Aug. 14 the members of the

Ridge District met at Shippensburg, to hold their

harvest meeting. Bro. C. C. Ellis preached a very

able sermon, After the meeting, we held a short

council, and decided to hold our Communion meet-

ing at the Salem house, north of Chambersburg,

Oct 14 and 15, at 10 o'clock A. M. On Sunday

morning we held our children's meeting, at the

Ridge church. Bro. Ellis addressed the children,

and all seemed to enjoy the occasion. He also

preached on Sunday evening, in the Presbyterian

church in Newburg. Members coming by rail to

our feast, will come on the Western Maryland rail-

road, and stop off at Plainfield.—D. C. Burkholder,

Neuburg, Pa., Aug. 20.

ere added to the Mountville

nd baptism, Aug. 20.

—

If. E.

Mountville.—Tw
church by confessic

Light.

Yellow Creek Church.—Aug. 20 we were met by

brethren James Sell, Henry Brumbaugh and Jacob

Koons, to effect an ordination, which

two elders being ordained, namely, brethren David

Stayer and John S. Rush.

—

Abraham Steele, Aug. gj.

Ephrata.—This church held her harvest meet
ing Aug. 21. It was well attended. Ministers

from adjoining churches held forth the Word with

power.

—

David Kilhejner, Aug. 23.

Meyersdale.—Bro. Jasper Barnthouse came to

the Hochstetler church, in this congregation, Aug.

7, and continued meetings until the 22nd, when we
closed with nine baptized and one restored.—/. S.

Hochstet cr, Pocahontas, Pa., Aug. pj

ILLINOIS.

Waddams Grove.—We met in quarterly council

Aug. 25. All business passed off pleasantly. As
the Ministerial Meeting wilt be Sept. 8,

concluded to have a love feast Sept 7,

ing at 1 o'clock. We also have made arrangements

to have a singing cla=s, or a series of lessons ii

singing in the near future.— W. K. Moore, Aig. 25.

Salem.—We met in council Aug. 14 This con

gregation was a part of the Romine church. Thi

council was presided over by our elder, M. Flory,

of Girard. All business passed off pleasantly.

The church decided to have a series of meetings

this fall; also a Communion meeting, for which the

time is not yet set. Bro. Charles Gibson
filling our appointments with satisfacti

Flory gave us a missionary sermon Aug. 15.—Jacob

Berihberger, Aug. 22.

Cerro Gordo.—The Committee has done its work,

and are gone. A heavy cloud hung over the Cerro

Gordo church, but, by the earnest and patient la-

bors of about six days' duration, thank God, the

cloud was removed, and there is sunshine again.

We are grateful to these dear brethren for their

earnest and kind labors while among us. We shall

ever remember them and their work with pleas-

u re.

—

Geo. W. Cripe, Aug. 24.

NEBRASKA.

South Lonp Church.—The brethren of this

church met in council Aug. 7. We send two dele-

gates to District Meeting this year. We decided to

hold our love feast Sept. u, at Bro. J. C. Wright's.

— W. P. McLelian, Litchfield, Nebr., Aug, 17,

South Lincoln Church.—We met in quarterly

mncil Aug. 13. All members were present and
took part in the meeting. We appointed our love
feast for Sept. II and 12. Bro. D. G. Couser was
elected deleeate to District Meeting. Money was
donated for home and foreign mission. Bro. J. L.

Snavely lately visited us, and gave an interesting

discourse.

—

D. G. Couser, Roktby, Nebr., Aug. 20.

Juniata.—Notice is hereby given, that the elders

of the District of Nebraska will meet in the Juni-

ata meetinghouse, Oct 4, 1897, at 4 P. M. I write

this by order of District Meeting of 1896.—/. /.

Kindig, Aug. 24.
TEXAS.

Nocona.— Bro. Glick closed his meetings on the
night of Aug. 4, in order to attend the Ministerial

and District Meetings next day. As is often the
case, the meetings closed too soon, as some seemed
to be almost persuaded to forsake sin, and join in

with the people of God. The attendance at Minis-

terial and District Meetings was not very large, but

we had very good meetings. The District Meeting
passed a petition that will be the means of accom-
plishing a great work in Texas. Our drought was
broken last week, and we are having an abundance
of rain now. While the earth is being refreshed,

may we receive the refreshing showers of God's
grace.

—

A.J. Wine, A g. 16.

Panhandle Church.—We closed a series of meet-

ings, conducted by Bro. C. H. Brown, Sunday
night. Six were baptized, and two more are to be

baptized next month. The prospects are good for

more to come soon. At our love feast we held an
election for a minister. The lot fell on Bro. Geo.
Basehore. All those who united with the church
during our meetings, were heads of families, one a

Catholic, and one a United Brethren preacher. We
expect to hold another series of meetings this fall,

if we can get help.—J< hn Stump, Miami, Tex.
t
Avg

ARKANSAS.

Palestine.— I just closed some meetings at Moot
Lake schoolhouse, one of our outposts, wi'h very
good interest. The large house was well filled ev-

ery night Two made the good confession and wee
baptized last Sunday. Others were almost per-

suaded. Next Sunday I expect to begin meetings

at this place, and continue until after our love

feast, Sept. 4.—D. L Forney Avg 24.

Round Mountain Church.—Aug. 6 I went to Lo-

cust Mountain. We had council-meeting next day.

We had preaching at night and on Sunday fore-

noon. In the afternoon I baptized a young sister.

Aug. 12 Eld. Wm. Harvey was with us at our council.

Aug. 13 we went to Locust Mountain to attend

their feast. Aug. 14 we had preaching at 3 P. M
After services, two young brethren were chosen to

the office of deacon,—brethren Otis Weimer and

David Shower. They were then installed by Eld.

Harvey. We had Communion services at night

Twenty-six communed. We had preaching on Sun-

day and Sunday night. On Monday we returned

home. Bro. Harvey preached an excellent sermon

for us at night, and next day left us for his home.

—

Samuel Wtimtr, Wyman, Ark., Aug ig.

OKLAHOMA TERRITORY.

Big Creek —This church just closed a very inter-

esting series of meetings, held by the home minis-

ters. Two were baptized. Manv seem almost per-

suaded.—Maria Edgecomh, Plumb, Payne Co., Okla.

T.

Hoyle Church.—Aug, 14 we met in council We
now number about sixty members. We have regu-

lar preaching and Sunday school, all well attended.

Our feast will be Oct 9 We will hold one week's

meetings previous to the feast

—

Emanuel J. Smith,

Aug. 20.
MISSOURI.

Fairvfew.—Brethren Dove and Stephens began a

series of meetings Aug. 6, at Dry Creek, in a tent,

and preached eighteen soul-cheering sermons.

Nine precious souls made the good confession.

Four were under fourteen years of age—Nannie
Harman, Dtnlow, Mo,, Avg, 17.

MARYLAND.
Pipe Creek Church.—July 31 the Brethren of

the Pipe Creek church held their harvest meeting.
Bro. E, Stouffer, of the Sam's Creek congregation,
preached for us from Heb. 13: 15. Surely, we have

h to be thankful for! On the evening of Aug.
4 brethren A. Hollinger and W. B. Yount were

"us. On account of inclement weather our con-
gregation was small, but we had a good meeting.
Aug. 15 was the day for our children's meeting.
It did our hearts good to see so many who were
ready to hear what the brethren would have to say,

Brethren J. S. Weybright, J. j. Ellis, E. Stouffer
and S. Stoner gave short talks to the children, and
also admonished the older ones. We were made
glad to have Bro. Geo. B. Holsinger, of Bridgewu-
ter, Va., with us. He had song service at Union
Bridge on the evening of the 14th and 15th. Let
us not neglect the children! It will not be long un-

til they will have to fill the plaees of those who are

now teaching them.—Rachel A. Tfouta, Limvood,
Md , Aug. 16.

ALABAMA.

Fruitdale.—The colored school at Yellow Pine
tenders their thar.ks (or the Sunday school supplies

you sent us. They could hardly wait until they
could be distributed. These people are " Mission-

ary Baptists." They wash feet, but have no system
about it They take communion before they wash
feet "Supper being ended," they think, means
that it was eaten. We have been laboring among
them about six weeks. I preached to them one
night, using as my sutject, "Whom will ye have?
Christ, the King of the Jews, or BarrabasF" They
got so excited that it was difficult to speak, but,

thank God, I csn speak and let them have their

own way. Sometimes they would stop me and ask

questions. I have been sent out by the Fruitdale

church to preach among the colored people, and if

there were even two or three more we could not fill

all the calls. They have asked me to preach on
doctrinal subjects.

—

Lutfur Bedel, Aug 17.

CORRESPONDENCE *-=»-

To the Churches of Southeastern Kansas.

The trustees of the Old Folks', Infirm, and Or-

phans' Home, at their last meeting decided that all

the churches in Kansas should be thoroughly can-

vassed, to raise money to further furnish and better

equip the Home. It was also decided to solicit

more endowment funds, to make the home self-sup-

porting in the future.

Bro, J. H. Neher was selected as solicitor to visit

all the churches in Southeastern Kansas, in the near

future, and call on every member in the District, or

as near so as possible.

He will be provided with a subscription paper for

each church, so if the members have not the money
to pay, at the time of his visit, they may have a

chance to pay sometime in the future. I believe

there are many that would feel glad to help, if they

only had an opportunity afforded them.

The present prospects in Southeastern Kansas

are good. We have good crops and good prices,

and this should stimulate that zeal that God's peo-

ple should have, to help to bear one another's bur-

dens, and so fulfill the law of God.

Let us not forget that it is the Lord that pros-

pered us, and we, in return, owe at least a part to

him.

It would be a very good idea for every member to

be ready, so when the solicitor comes there will be

no delay in gathering the funds. You will find this

is according to Paul's instructions to the Corinthi-

ans in 2 Cor. 9: 4, 5. Bro. Neher will notify you

when he will come to gather your gifts.

J. B. Wolfs, Trustee.

Monmouth, Kant., Aug, 16.
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PROGRAMMES.
Southeastern Kansas.

The following is the program of

teiial Meeting to be held in the Paint Creek

church, Bourbon Co, Kans., Nov. 4 and 5,

180.7. There will also be a love feast on the

evening of the 5th, at the same place.

1. "How should a Christian SpeDd the

Lord's Day? '—Sydney Hodgden.

2. "How can we best Impress Individual

Responsibility on Members of the Church? "—

Jesse Studebaker.

3. "What is the True Signification of the

Prayer Covering, as set Forth in I Cor. II; Si

6? "—J. H. Neher.

4. " How can we Best Plant the Doctrine of

the Bible in the Hearts of our Children, Es-

pecially Nonconformity? "—Wm. Lahman.

Mineral, h'ai

H.Shu

Northeastern Kansas.

The following is the program of the Sunday

School Meeting of Northeastern Kansas, to be

held in the Sabetha church, Oct. 2 and 3, 1807:

Saturday, o A. M.

1. "The Object of the Sunday School Meet-

ing."-C. J. Hooper.

2. " How Can we Prompt our Sunday

Schools to be more Punctual in Attendance?"

—Benj. Forney, Cyrus Mishler.

3.
" How and When should we Elect Offi-

cers of the Sunday School, and Who is Eligi-

ble 10 Office?"—A. J. Smith, |acob Bowers.

4. " Qualifications of Superintendents and

Teachers."—Wm Davis, C. T. Heckman.

5. "What Constitutes a Model Sunday

School?" — Albert C. Wieand, Sister B. S.

Katherman.

Saturday, /.-jo P. M,

6. "Obligations of Scholars:
- (i)"To Their

Teachers/" — T. A. Eisenbise, J. W. Taylor.

(2) "To the Sunday School,"—Fanny Morrow,

J. A. Root.

7. "How Can we Best Encourage Our

Sunday School to Aid in the Missionary

Work? "—J. D. Trostle, R. A. Yoder.

8. "Value of Song Service in Sunday

School?"—James T. Kiuzie, S. B. Katherman.

q, " How do I Conduct my Sunday School ?
"

—By all superintendents present.

Saturday, 6.30 P. M,

10. Business meeting and reports of the dif-

ferent schools.

Sunday, g A. M.

11. "How Shall the Teacher Best Proceed

to Hold the Interest and Confidence of the

Class? "-Sister C. P. Shafer, I. L. Hoover.

12. Regular Sunday school, to be conducted

by the Superintendent in charge.

13. Missionary sermon by Eld. I. H. Crist;

text, Mark 16: 15.

Sunday, 2 P, M,

14 " In what Way Should the Class be Sup-

plied with Teachers?"—G. E. Wise, Byron

Talhelm.

15. "Should Sunday Schools Give Prizes for

Work Done by the Children?"—Lizzie Post-

die. '

Sunday, 7 P, M>

17. Young People's Meeting. — Subject,

"Christian Development;" opened by Hattie

Conner, Ida Younce, Sister Wine and others.

The song service wil be conducted by
brethren S. B. Katherman and James T. Kin-

Each topic will be open for general discus-

Bring your Bible and Sunday School Song

Book.
I. L. HOOVR", ^
Hfnrv WARD, [ Committee.
J.O. YouNCa, )

-3- OUR x BOOK x TABLED

"The Student's Standard Diciionary," edit

ed by James C. Fernald, editor of Synonyms
Antonyms, and the Prepositions of the Stand
ard Dictionary, assisted by a large corps of ex

perienced and skilled collaborators. A new

academic diciionary exhibiting notable im
provements over other school dictionaries, It!

vocabulary contains nearly double the Dumber

of terms found in the largest academic dic-

tionaries heretofore in use. In its surpassing

definitive excellence, in ihe thoroughness of its

etymologies, and in its rhetorical and educ

ia) fea

value of its parent work, the Funk and Wag
nails Standard Dictionary, Many educator:

have examined advanced pages and declart

that the work not only excels all other similai

;
tha fori

.ibution to progressive education. It will

be bound in heavy cloth with leather back,

id will contain 915 8vo pages. The price is

.75 net. Ready Sept 25.

"The Epic of Paul," by William Cleaver

Wilkinson, author of "The Epic of ^aul " An
epic poem depicting the life of Saint Paul

with all the grandeur and beauty of the high

est order of poetic diction. Ihe action of

" The Epic nf Paul " begins with that conspira-

formed at Jerusalem against the life of the

apostle, which in the sequel led to a prolonged

suspension of his free missionary career. It

embraces the incidents of bis removal from Je

usalem to C.csarea, of his imprisonment at

be latter place, of his journey to Rome for tri-

al before C.usar, and of his final martyrdom.

The design of the poem, as a whole, is to pre-

sent, through conduct on Paul's part, and

through speech from him, a living portrait of

man that he was, together with a reflex of

most central and most characteristic teach-

Its descriptions are vivid and it brings the

ler's mind into close touch with the great

it of Paul, It is a poem in which dignity,

beauty and power are commingled with a rare

n. S vo. cloth, nearly 700 pages, Price,

Ready Sept. 1.

Sermon Stories for Boys and Girls," by

t. Louis Albert Banks, D. D. Short stories

of great intercut with which are interwoven

;sons of practical helpfulness for young

nds. The stories have been previously told

the author's congregation where their po-

tency and attractiveness have become surpris-

ngly manifest. The brok has a special value

or the Sunday school, the nursery, toe pas-

or's study, and the school-room. 12 mo.,

:lotb, 225 pages. Price, $1 00 Ready Sept, 20

The New Dispensation," translated from

the Greek by Robert D. Weeks. An effort to

edy many of the infelicities, defects and

erally-acknowledgcd imperfections of the

v Testament. Tne object has been to de-

nine the thought of the writer, and to ex-

press it in Englith, acceptable, both to the or-

dinary reader and 10 the close scholar,

. the 1 islatic

practicable, while retaining at the same time,

as far as possible, the familiar style of the

conventional versions. Use has been made of

all the critical, helps, but none have been fol-

lowed implicitly. The old and familiar divis-

ito chapters and verses, which is purely

arbitrary, has been discarded, but for conven-

: of reference the chapters and verses of

the old version are indicated in parentheses

the bottom of each page. 8 vo , cloth, about

50J pages. Ready Nov. I.

The Indianapolis Journal prints this inter-

esting story concerning ex-President Harri-

son's forthcoming bock: General Harrison has

just completed the revision of his articles

which have appeared in The Ladies' Home
Journal, making extended notes and addi-

tions to thein. There is a little story in con-

nection with both articles and publication.

When the arrangement for the articles was

made with General Harrison by Edward W.
Bok, editor of The Ladies' Home Journal, the

General was paid lor tbem, with the under-

standing that when they were put into book

form the magazine was to share the royalties

accruing therefrom. Mr. Bok, however, of his

own accord, generously released General Har-

rison from paying him any royalty, for the rea-

son, as he states, that by the publication of the

articles by General Harrison, the subscription

list of this magizine was enlarged many thou-

sands. The profits to The Ladies' Home Jour-

nal were more than the publishers anticipated,

and in view of this Mr Bok asks nothing fur-

ther. General Harrison placed the disposition

of his book ia Mr. Bok's hands. The best

offer came to the editor from the Scribners,

and to them Mr, Bok gave the book for his

distinguished contributor. General Harrison's

revision of the book has just been completed,

and the volume will appear in the autumi

"The Elements of Higher Criticism," by

Andrew W. Zenos, Professor of Biblical The-

ology, in the McCormick Theological Semi-

nary, Chicago. Cloth, 12 mo , 268 pp., $100.

New York, London, Toronto: Funk and Wag
nails Co. What is the Higher Criticism as a

method of study, applied to the Bible? Is

there any legitimate sphere for such a thing?

Element iry as these questions may be to the

well informed, they are asked by many thou-

sands of earnest, intelligent, fair-minded men
This new book, "The Elements of Higher

Criticism," by Professor Zenos, is essentially

an exposition, yielding concise and non-con-

troversial answers to the above questions.

The scope of tbe work is not to advocate or

oppose any set of results, but to slate and ex-

plain the principles and methods oi the higher

criticism, with reference to the large and

growing periodical and book

about to approach the criti-ism as a part of

their preparation for teaching and preaching

tbe Bible; also, as a book of information for

any intelligent and interested reader. While

ihe work is neither a plea for, nor a phillippic

against the Higher Criticism, it is eminently

reassuring as to the Divine Source of the Ho
ly Scriptures, the Bible ft is safe to say that

there is no other book of this kind on the sub

ject. It is the book for students; a textbook

for theological seminaries, a book for the intel-

ligent general reader, and f' r every library

having books on penitent topics.

JONES.—In tbe Wyandot church, Ohio, Ju-

ly 17, 1897, Bro. Jonas Jones, aged about 74
years. Bro. Jones came to the Wyandot
church about five years ago. He was twice

married and the father of eighteen children,

six by the first and twelve by the second wife.

He leaves a wife and several children. He
called for the elders and was anointed. Fu-
neral by Eld. S. M. Loose, from Luke 13; 24.

Alvkrty Buxton,

HOTTINGER.-Near Hooey Creek, Ind,,

Aug. 13, 1807, Johnnie B. Hottinger, son of

David and Emrr
"

and 17 days. Services by Eld. D. F. Hoov.

at Upper Fall Creek church. Interment

the Miller cemetery.

Florida J. E.Green,

HUNSICKER.—In the Solomon Creek cc

gregation, Elkbart Co., Ind., May 6, 1897, S

ter Sabina Hunsicker, aged 77 years,

days Sh,

ths

in Jo

-MATRIMONIAL -

MOSHOLDER-GREENAWALT.-Atthe
.me of the bride's sister, Sister Warren Leh-

an, in Palmyra township. Illinois, Thursday,

ug. 12, 1897, Mr. Theodore Mosholder, and

Sister Cornelia Greenawalt, both of Palmyra.

DAN - Di

FALLEN T ASLEEP

Hunsicker who departed this life June 26,

1896. Funeral services by the writer.

J. H.Warstier.

COY.—In the same congregation, July 10,

1897, Sister Edna Myrtle Coy, aged 20 years, 7

months and 13 days. She united with the

church in 1894. She has gone to meet her

mother, leaving father, two brothers and one

sister. Funeral services by the writer, from

the words, "She is not dead, but sleepeth."

J, H. WAt-STLKK.

MITCHELL.— In the sime congregation,

July 12, 1897, Elmira (Suthven) Mitchell, aged

5S years, 5 months and 10 days. Services in

Syracuse, Ind , by the writer.

J. H. Warstlhr.

MYERS. — In the Kansas Center church,

Rice Co., Kans, Aug. 15, 1897, of typhoid

malaria, Lottie Myers, aged 20 years and 8

months. Deceased was the only daughter

of Benj. aud Maggie Myers. She was bom
in Pennsylvania, came with her parents to this

State in 1886, and united with the Brethren

church in 1894. Duting her affliction she was

inted. Funeral services by H T. Brubak-

Sad cDre

MILLER.—Near Mount Carroll, III., within

the bounds of the Arnold's Grove church,

Aug. lS, 1897, Sister Susan Miller, aged 75

years and 3 months. Deceased was born near

Hagerstown, Md„ but lived in Illinois the

greater part of her life. During the last

four years she has been under the hand

of afil ction, but endured patiently the dispen-

sations of God's Providence. She leaves an

aged husband, two sons and three daughters.

ral services at the Cherry Grove church,

conducted by Eld. Wm. H Eisenbise, assisted

by Eld. Franklin Myers, from I Thess. 4: *4.

OHMART —In the North Manchester con-

gregation, Ind, March 28, 1897, of liver and

kidney trouble, Bro. Samuel Ohmart, aged 65

years, 9 months and 14 days. Bro. Samuel

was a consistent member of the Prethren

church for many years and lived an upright

life. Funeral services at the large brick

church, two miles west of North Manchester,

by brethren L H. Eby and L. T. Holsinger.

D. C. Chipe.

SNIVELY.— In the bounds of tbe Tusca-

rawas church, Ohio, July 12, 1897, Priscilla

Snively, wife of Bro. Jrseph Snively, aged 63

years, 9 months and 28 days. She was mai

to Bro. Joseph Snively, Dec. 12, 1880. She

was a faithful wife, always cheerful and ready

to do her part to make home an attractive place.

She was a member of tbe Lutheran church

for many years. Her pastor delivered the

funeral discourse. ReubhnJShroyer.

WEGLEY— In the Queroahoning congre-

gation, Somerset Co. Pa., Aug. I, 1897, Sister

Sarab, wife of Bro. John Wegley, aged 55

years, 5 months and '18 days. She was the

mother of six children,—two sons and four

daughters One daughter preceded her to the

spirit world. She was a devoted Christian,

and was a member of the Brethren church for

thirty-six years. Funeral services by E, J.

Blough and the writer. S. P. Zimmerman.

HELMAN. — In "the Johnstown congrega-

tion, Pa., Aug. 9, 1897, Bro. John Helman, aged

52 years, 3 months and 22 days. His death was

caused by cancer of the stomach. Funeral

services were conducted by Bro. Abram Fy-

ock, A. J, Straybr,

ago.

EARLY.—In the Rockingham church, Ra
Co., Mo„ Aug. 5, 1897, Sister Ma'garet E. Ea
ly, wife of John B. Early, aged 56 years,

lonth and 1 day. Deceased was born i

Rockingham County, Va. She united with th

church at this place about ni

Funeral services by G. W. Cle

riter, fromMicah2: 10.

MASON.—In the bounds of tbe same con-

gregation, Geo. W. Mason, son of Brother Ja-

cob and Sister Mollie Mason, aged 4 years, 1

ionth and 19 days. Occasion improved by

ie writer, from Job 16: 22.

HOGAN—Also, in the same congregation,

Aug. 15, 1897, Sister Sallie A, Hogan, aged 62

ars, 10 months and 23 days. She was born

Rockingham County, Va. She united with

the church at this place fourteen years ago.

Funeral by G. W. Clemens and the writer.

FIFER —At the same place, Aug. 16, 1897,

Ira E. Fifer, son of Brother Frank and Sister

Annie Fifer, aged I year, 9 months and 18

days. Services by the writer, from Phi pp. 2:

23, S. B. Sbirky.

YINGLIN. — At No. 500 Second Street,

Altoona, Pa., July 20, 1897, Verna Lleana

Yingiin, daughter of friend Howard W. and

Sister May Yingiin, aged 21 days. Funeral

at the house by tbe writer. Text, Luke 18: 16.

D S. BbalueR.

WORKMAN.—In the Salem congregation,

Marion Co., Oregon, Bro. David Workman,
a?ed 76 years, 1 month and 22 days. The de-

ceased was born in Belmont County, Ohio,

where he resided until about twenty-five years

of age, when be removed- to Burlington, Iowa,

In 1851 he was married to Martha A. Harl,

and, as a result of this union, there were five

children born,—one daughter and four sons,

all of whom, with the bereaved wife, survive

the father. In 1853 the deceased crossed the

plains with others, taking about six months,

with ox-teams, to make the trip to near Salem,

Oregon, where he resided to the time of his

death, which was Aug. n, 1897. Bro. Work-

man was a consistent member of the Brethren

church for about forty years. His body was

laid to rest in the Macleay cemetery. Funeral

services by the writer from Rev. 14: 13.

M, M, Bashor,
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GRADY.—In ibe South Waterloo church,

Iowa, Aug. 12, 1897, of appendicitis, John

Franklin Grady, aged 14 years, 2 months and

28 days. Funeral services by the writer, from

ps.36:5,6. S. H.Miller.

WHIPKEY.—In the same church, May 10

i897, Mary (Spork) Wbipkey, aged 8s years,

6 months and 20 days. Deceased was ma
to Abraham Whipkey Sept. 15, 1844. An
aged husband and five children survive her.

Two children have preceded her Funeral ser-

vices were conducted by the writer and L.GU-

len, from 2 Tim. 4: 6, 7, 8. S. H. Miller,

BENBOW— In the Carthage church, Car-

thage, Mo , Aug, 15, i£g7, Sister Anna Benbow,

aged 72 years, 3 months and 13 days. She was

with her daughter Mary, the wife of the writ-

er, when ihe died. Her death was not unex-

pected, and she made all necessary arrange-

ments to meet her Lord in peace. She called

for the elders and was anointed. She v

member of the Brethren church for many
years. She was laid to rest in the brethren'

cemetery at Altamont, Kans., where she foi

merly lived. It was her desire to be buried

there. Funeral services conducted by Eld.

George Barnhart in the Baptist church at Al-

tamont, Kans. Noah Orkn.

WARNER.— In the Salem church, Ohio,

John C. Warner, aged 76 years, 10 months and

15 dayu. The subject of this notice was born

near Union, Mont^om'ry Co., Ohio. Fum
services by Eld. Jesse Stutzman from Isa.

6,7,8. JrsskK. Brumbaugi

GILBERT. — In the Salem church, Mi

goniery Co., Otiio, Viola Gilbert, daughter of

fnend Theodore and Eiti Gilbert, aged 1

year, 6 months and 17 days. Funeral conduct-

ed by Eld. Jesse Kinsey and the writer.

John H. Brumbaugh,

EISENBISE.—In the Cherry Grove congre-

gation, 111., Aug. 13, 1897, Bro. William Eisen-

hise, aged 81 yeais, d months and 18 days,

He was born at Wellersweiler, Germany,
March 26, 1816. Funeral services from Rev.

22: 12, to a large congregation by Eld. Hen
Martin. C. P. Rowland.

ECHTERNA.CH. — In the Silver Creek
church, Cowly Co, Kans., Aug. 1, 1897, Lyd
Echternach, aged 66 years, 6 months and 29

days. Funeral by the writer from Rev. 1,

C. Harad
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> ADVERTISEMENTS*

Our Right*

dL-lmed

The Lord Our RIghti

Ei.d. S. N. McCann'h new book, " The Lord

discusses a great ques-

rr. It is one of the books

l sensation among Bible
readers, and not one readerof the Mrssrnt.kh
sh uld be without it. Bro. McCann has had
the kindness to dedicate this excellent book to

the Home Mission Fund of the Brethren in

Ba'timore, Md. The object of this fund is to

raise money to build a much-needed house of

worship in that city. The profits from the sale

of this book go ti this fund, so tbat every book
sold will add to the fund. The work contains

128 pages, is neatly bound in good cloth, and
will prove one of the roost interesting books
yet put out by the Brethren. Price, 50 cents

Will be sent post-pa rd to any part of the Unit

ed States, Terms to Agents, 40 cents each,

prepaid, in lets of three or more. Address all

orders to this office.

just tbesnme to-day,

Just tlresniue to-dny, He is just the BOD

SfPPPP
Do You Sing?

If so, have you examined the Brethren Su
day School Song Book? It is a well-arrang

and carefully-selected collection of songs sui

ble for the Sunday School, Prayer Meeting
Social (lathering.

Thousands of them have been sold, and
ntroduce the book this offer is made to Si

day School Superintendents and Choriste

Order, a copy, either round or shaped not

ompanied with 35 cents, the retail prii

I we will send the book and a coupon good
for 35 cents on the first dozen books or-

dered at the regular price, S3.60 per dozen pre>

paid. Address:

Brethren Publishing House,
Mt. Morris, III.

'Small Talk about Business,

A ua hui for

women, By A. E. Rice. Revised and en-

Business is money-making. The most mon-
ey is made by those who do not make mistakes.
Every mistake you make is a loss, to you or

to some one else, so the less mistakes you
make, the sooner you will be rich.

How not to make mistakes? It is explained
in the book.

What to do, to be right, in the thousand and
one little emergencies that arise in business?
You learn it by the book.

The book is: "Small Talk about Business."
It is simple and comprehensive. It tells just
exactly what you want to know.

It is a book for those who have money to

It is a hook for money-makers.
It is a money-maker.
Elegant cloth binding, gilt stamped; 128

pages. By mail, price, 50 cents. Address this

OUR PUBLICATIONS.

BRETHREN'S JUVENILE QUARTERLY.-Suited to the

Intermedial!) and advanced primary eloases. Illus-

trated. Slnjtlo subscription, par yenr, 20 eta.; 10 or

Europe and Bible Lands.

Not all can go to foreign lands and see 1

themselves the many interesting sights p

sented to the observant traveler. Many ha

er time nor means to spend in that din

and yet they would like to know son

thing about the world at large. To such <

recommend " Europe and Bible Land
With those who are interested in Bible study

this work will always remain a fav

Those who have read the ordinary book of

travel will be surprised to find " Europe and
Bible Lands" of thrilling interest for both old

id young. Those who have not yet secured a

py of the work should embrace this opportu-

ty of securing it. Price, in fine cloth binding,

only $1.25 per copy, post-paid. To agents who
prepared to push an active canvass of the

k, we are willing to give special induce-

rs. For particulars address:

Bhetbrin Publishing Hoosk,

Mt, Morrli, 111,

BRETHREN PUBLISHING HOUSE,

Mount Morris, III,
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Baltimore City Church. One Fare, plus $2, for the
Round Trip

!

DOS PAIGS COLONY SX'SK .?.?^".

HOMESEEKERS'

EXCURSIONS
Red River Valley, Devils Lake, and

Turtle Mountain Regions

in North Dakota,

Sept. 7 and 21, Oct. 5 and 19,

From Chicago, Kansas City, St. Joseph

and Des Moines to points on

Great Northern Railway

In Northern Minnesota and North Dakota, i

eluding Mayville, Crary, Devils Lake,

Grand Harbor, Churchs Ferry,

Leeds, Cando, Bisbee, Rol-

points at

One Fare for the
Kouml Trip

of sale, and good for return any time \v

limit. This will enable parties to visit

original Brethren settlements in North Dakota

just as harvest begins.

Those who wish to go on any of these excur-

sion dates can gel further particulars by ad-

dressing

MAX BASS,

220 S. Clark St. Chicago, 111.

FAMILY RECDRO

.yon Work. Agents

PUBLIC SALE

!

Doctrinal Outlines

Is a book of 77 closely-printed pages that is

growing in favor wherever it is known. It is a
work for ministers, .Sunday school workers and
others, containing outlines on the following:

Historical, Doctrinal, Missionary, Secret Soci-

eties, Homiletlcs, Revivals, The Sunday School
The Home.

It is highly prized in Smyrna. (See page 41

of Messenger.) Order soon, as the number
on hand is limited. Price, paper cover 15

cents; cloth, 25 cents, prepaid.

Brethren Publishing House,
Mt. Morris, III.

Tbe Doctrine of the Brethren Defended.

We are admonished by the apostle to give a
reason to every man of tbe hope that is in us.

Often we are interrogated upon points of

church doctrine on which we cannot give the

desired information, and would be glad to

know just where to get it. "The Doctrine of

the Brethren Defended " contains a complete
exposition of the Faith and Practice of the
Brethren, the Divinity of the Holy Spirit, Im-
mersion, Feet-washing, the Lord's Supper, the
Holy Kiss, Non-conformity, Secret Societies,

etc. Price, per copy, cloth binding, $1.25; to

mlnltteri, fti.oo. Addrcis thlt office for farther

ptnmhm concerning termi to agenti,

Visit Central North Dakota

!

Inspect the Harvest!

Secure a Home!

Sept 4, 189;,

BRETHREN'S

Plain Clothingr

...HOMESEEKERS'...

EXCURSIONS
September 7 and 21

Northern Pacific Railway

J. J. ELLIS & CO.,

General Commission Merchants

JUNIATA BIBLE LECTURES

a given In tbe College C Lapel

both tbe BIblt> and College

The Church Manual.

This little work, by Eld. H. B. Brumbaugh,
gives thorough information on the various top-

treated, in a concise and comprehensive

Contbnts: Declaration of Faith; The Sab-
bath; Loyalty to the Civil Government; Non-

ance; Anointing the Sick; On Taking the

Oath; Temperance; Conformity to the World;
Church Government; The Church Visit; Church

:rs; How to Conduct Church Meetings;
i for Members in Case of Offenses; Sun-

day Schools; The Prayer Meeting; The Mar-
riage Relation; Burial Service; Family Wor-
ship; Parliamentary Rulings.

rice,—Single copy, post-paid, 15 cents;

dozen, §1 50. Address this office.

Windsor
European Hotel,

TRIBUNE BLOCK,

4S to 153 Dearborc Si. S. Gkkgsten, Prop.

CHICAGO, ILL.

WM. H. PHIPPS,

O. W. MOTT,

ST. PAUL, MINN.

PARKER'S GINGER TONIC
Tli.. h l; >;[.-iin. i.ir (Mudi. W'cuk Lum;-., Indl-rej

Ay-.-l. Coiiil.Uil.ii- Hi" -t 'uihv ..tlrhi.-- nil

i by Its timely ust

WONDERFUL Z^Tl

We always

guarantee Satisfaction

Brethren reside. Samples of cloih
from which we make ourclothinc,
measuring blank, tape line and

rules for ordering will be sent on amplication.
Our rules for self-measurement are so simple, any-
one can understand them.

We want to hear from you.

PHILLIPSON CLOTHING COMPANY
WARSAW, INDIANA.

The Old Testament as Related to

the New Testament and

Christ in Both.

amllj- are predlspoi

BUCK SILK WATCH MUSS ""

CHEAP EXCURSIONS TOl

NEBRASKA!
October 5, 19.1

it'lBHALFi

September 7, 2!.

'FARE

A Dry, Healthy Climate.
A Soil Unsurpassed for Richness,]

easy to cultivate, and yielding!

atmtb. Firit-olMi Fftiienger EUrttor,

FROM DARKNESS

Cap Goods.

Plattsburg College.

ty. Opens Sept.

Teeter's Commentary

The prices on this popula

liable Commentary have now
duced to the following:

Cloth Binding, two volumes,

Half Leather, two volumes, -

Half Morocco, two volumes,

Address: Bkbthkb

St*4 for Spirtat Priat to Agtnti,
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^EDITORIAL t MISCELLANY-

In this enlightened age one would think that

a great Empire like Russia wpuld have, at least,

a little regard for the religious scruples of her peo-

ple, and treat them something like human, But

such seems not to be the case. Some time ago the

Czar promised his wife, who so requested it, that

greater religious liberty should be granted through

out his domain, but he has not seen fit to put this

promise into practice. He still continues to h;

persecuted the Stundists, a body of people very

much resembling the Quakers, in some respects,

and the Brethren in others. In one of the villages

a minister has been very much tortured, indeed,

In speaking of this particular case, a writer says:

" This man had been flogged numerous times,

On one occasion they watched his return and

stopped him coming from a secret meeting of his

brethren. It was an awful frost, and, first of all,

they took off his boots and led him barefooted

over the frozen mole-hills, forcing him to count

how many such hills there were over the vast

field. This lasted wholly two hours, The legs

of the victim finally got quite numbed, and he fell

to the ground, unable to move any further. Bleed-

ing from several wounds, he was then dragged

into a cottage, where a fiendish torture was
plied to him. This consisted of a big sheet of

paper rolled up like a cigarette, one end of which

they put into his nostrils, igniting the other i

This remedy proved effective. The flame caught

the mustache of the victim, and he began to move
and groan, to the great amusement of the barbar-

ians around him. This is not an exceptional case.

la the official reports of the Government Pro-

curers at numerous trials, it was stated again and

again, that the Stundists were ' beaten with poles

and iron pitchforks, were dragged out from their

houses by their hair, their clothes torn, theii

mouths filled with mud, have been thrown and
drowned in deep pools of water, have been forced

and sunk in the earth up to their necks,' that

'women were stripped of their clothes, and, in

that state, were beaten with cudgels, hayforks,

and iron bars.'

"

A Presbyterian missionary, by the name of

Reid, three years ago, undertook to introduce a

new feature in mission work, among the Chinese.

It has always been the policy of Christian mis-

sionaries in China to do their work among the

lower classes. Mr. Reid has argued against that,

and has insisted that it was better to begin at the

top and convert the mandarins, 'before trying to

do anything with the coolies. He adopted this

policy against the judgment of the missionary

board, but it has proved successful. He has, at

least, secured the attention of the rich and power-

ful portion of the population of Pekin, and is in-

teresting them in the study of the truth. Mr.

Reid's work has been carried on with funds which

he raised personally, among those who had con-

fidence in his project, and he will return to the

United States, during the present season, for the

purpose of reporting progress and askiog more

money to continue and enlarge the scheme. A
recent number of a Chinese paper contains an

account of a meeting of foreigners, held at the

American legation at Pekin, at which nearly all

the diplomatic representatives of Christian nations

were present. The British ambassador presided

and made a speech. Col. Denby, the United

States minister, also spoke, and Mr. Reid made a

report of his transactions for the year, which was

received with great satisfaction. This will doubt-

less prompt others to engage in a similar line of

work. It may be that the missionaries in some of

the countries have commenced at the wrong end,

in order to get a foothold. If so, not a few of

them will be glad to change their methods.

Japan is called the Land of the Rising Sun,

but it is not all sunshine, though, in many respects

it is a delightful place. With earthquakes on

the one hand and tidal waves on the other, her

people have reasons for often feeling that some

great calamity may yet befall the country. An-

other of these great tidal waves has just swept

her shores. The information at hand is necessar-

ily meager, but it appears that the wave swept

upon the Japanese coast on Aug. 5, and that the

list of killed and injured must run up well into

the hundreds. The catastrophe, in essential feat-

ures, seems to be exactly similar to the disaster

which took place in Northeastern Japan, on the

evening of June 15, of last year. But at that

time, it was estimated, about 30,000 lives were

lost and about 12,000 houses destroyed. On July

26, of the same year, another wave swept down

upon the Chinese coast, northeast of the province

of Kiang-Su, the number of lives lost being es-

timated at 4,000. By some, the origin of these

waves has been attributed to the moon, but

this theory is not correct. In the case of the

tidal wave of June, 1896, it is probable that a dis-

placement of the ocean bed, some hundreds of

miles from shore, caused the disaster. It was

sufficiently powerful to bring about an upheaval

in which the entire body of the sea, at that point,

was lifted, the waves at the crest being in some

instances, eighty feet in height, even at the point

of their impact upon the coast, The present

tidal wave does not seem to have been nearly so

disastrous in its effects as that of last year, or

as that which devastated Japan in October of iSgi,

but it serves to mark another of the peculiar phe-

nomena, which act to repress the overgrowth of

the Oriental population.

In Great Britain there is what is known as the

Postal Savings Bank system, It is conducted as

a department of the post-office system, and it has

been so thoroughly tested, that it is not only giv-

ing general satisfaction but its influence is being

felt in other lands. In these postal banks the

people, in moderate circumstances, can deposit

their small earnings, get a small rate of interest,

and then feel that their money is perfectly safe,

for the Government stands behind the banks, and
guarantees the payment of every deposit made.
The amount that each one may deposit is limited

to about twelve dollars a week. This is done

to encourage the wage-earner, and to keep vie

wealthy from using the Postal Banks for- thejir

heavy deposits. In our own country there* is %
growing sentiment in favor of a similar system it>

connection with the post-office department. :\'U<\.
:

insecurity of banks, especially savings banks.ts

causes many people to either spend their money '&

as fast as they get it, or keep it about them. The
latter course is to encourage burglars. It is also

reported that many, in various parts of the Union,

purchase money orders at the post-office, made
payable to themselves, and hold these orders,

preferring to get no interest in order to have a

safe place to keep their money. It is to be hoped

that we shall soon have, in this country, a system

somewhat like that in use in Great Britain, where

the wage-earners can make small deposits, and

thus save some of their small earnings. But

while we hope for this, we must not neglect to

remind both the rich as well as the poor, that the

laying up of treasures in heaven is a much safer

investment.

On one of the eastern roads, one dark night, a

well-loaded passenger train was making good
speed. Looking back over the track, the conduct-

or saw something approaching. He thought it

might be a train. He called the engineer, and they

decided that it might be a runaway engine that

had, in some manner, got away from its engineer,

and was bounding down the track at a fearful rate.

The engineer went in haste to his engine, put on a

full head of steam, hoping to get away from the

wild engine that was approaching from the rear.

But, in spite of all efforts, the stray engine was

gaining on the passenger train, Finally it occurred

to the engineer that grease on the track might

check the pursuing iron horse, So two cans of lard

oil were taken to the rear of the last coach, and oil

was poured on the rails for some distance. When
the engine struck the greased rails the speed

slacked, and it finally came to a standstill. Some
of the trainmen then went back to it, and there

they found one of the finest engines owned by the

road, puffing, and the drive-wheels whirling like

buzz-saws. The grease had done its work, for the

wheels might whiz, but the engine could not move.

The steam valve was closed and the engine was

then under control. We have read of oil on the

troubled waters, but this is the first time that we

have heard of oil being used to capture a runaway

iron horse. Men sometimes run wild. Even

preachers get wild, and get out from under control,

A wise application of a little oil, in their case, might

check their speed, and save them, as well as others,

from destruction. For sueh occasions there Is no

better oil than kind words and gentle manners,
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•ESSAYS—
THE SHIPWRECK.

eyput
i her bosom bore

As forth I

But that fai

Offspring of storm that hastened to the birth.

For soon the fondling weather changed to fierce,

And, blustering from the north, Euraqoilo

Beat down with all his wings upon the sea.

Which under that rough brooding writhed in foam
To whirlpool ready tn engull the ship.

No momentary tempest swift as wild;

But blast of winter wanting never breath

Poured (mm all quarters of the sky at once

And caught the vessel like a plaything up
Hurting it hither and thither athwart the deep.

The sails were rent and shredded from the masts;

The boat, to be the hope forlorn of life,

Was hardly come by, so the hungry wave
Desired it as a morsel to its maw.
The ship through all her timbers groaned and shriekd

And all her joints seemed melting with the fray

And fracture of the jostling elements.

KEEP THY HEART.

BY A. HUTCHISON.

In Three Parts.— Conclusion.

" Keep thy heart with all diligence."—Prov. 4: 23.

One of the special things, to be noticed in this

work, is the tendency to follow our natural inclina-

tions. We see and know that the apostle was cor-

rect when he said, " But the natural man receiveth

not the things of Ihe spirit of God: for they are

foolishness unto him: neither can he know them,

because they are spiritually discerned." I Cor. 2:

14, This shows clearly the necessity of conversion,

because, looking at the case from the unconverted

man's standpoint, we might decide that our hearts

were all right. Later, we find that all is a failure.

Then, again, when we look at the case from the

standpoint of a hypocrite, we might as greatly be

deceived. That man might flatter himself that he

is all right; he attends church regularly; he is a

member of church, and even prays, when called up-

on to do so,—but where is his heart? The Savior

says, "This people draweth nigh unto me with

their mouth, and honoreth me with their lips; but

their hrart is far from me." Matt. 15: 8.

What else can we call such an one, but a hypo-
crite? Now, it is clear to every one, that, in both
of these cases, the heart is not right, because it has

not been properly kept.

Another case we notice, which may possibly be
applied correctly in a good many cases. It is

found in Ezek. 33: 31, and reads thus: "And they
come unto thee as the people cometh, and they sit

before thee as my people, and they hear thy words,
but they will not do them: for with their mouth
they shew much love, but their heart goeth after

their covetousness."

Reader, perhaps you are ready to say, " This
does not apply to me." Well, I think we had bet-

ter try the case a little. Do you observe all the or-

dinances in the Lord's house? " O, yes." Do you
use tobacco? " Well, yes! " Do you regard that

as a filthy habit? " Yes, I will have to admit that

it is,—but then I use it as a medicine." Well, when
your wife gets sick, do you give her tobacco?
" Why, no, I never thought of giving her that kind
of treatment." Why not? "Why.it would make
her sick; even if she were well." Well, did she ev-

er tell you that the scent of tobacco on your
clothes and breath was pleasant to her, either when
she was sick or well?

The apostle gives us a beautiful motto for a
Christian life. He says, " Whether therefore ye
eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glo-

ry of God." 1 Cor. 10: 31. It sometimes may hap-
pen that we might indulge in habits by which oth-

ers would be grieved or offended. In this instance,

the apostle would say to us, in the next verse,

"Give none offense, neither to the Jews, nor to the

Gentiles, nor to the church of God."
Here the question might arise as to how we shall

manage ourselves. I am glad to tell you that the

good Book gives you a rule that will meet the

in every instance. Here it is: "Having therefore

these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse our-

selves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, per-

fecting holiness in the fear of God." 2 Cor, 7: 1.

Now, are we willing to do this? If not, how about
our hearts being right before God?
Perhaps we are ready to say, " This does not af-

fect us, for we are not guilty along: that line." Are
ve sure that we really know our own hearts? Jer.

7: 9 says, "The heart is deceitful above all things,

and desperately wicked: who can know it? " And,
again, Prov. 28: 26 says, " He that trusteth in his

own heart is a fool." Not only this, but we have
the wise man saying, " AH the ways of a man are

clean in his own eyes; but the Lord weigheth the

spirits." Prov. ,6: 2 Now the whole case sums
up about this way, that every other standard, by
which we may keep, or try, our hearts, is liable to

be delusion in the end, but God's Word and spirit

give us that which is absolutely safe. By this rule

I would earnestly exhort that we all live, and then,

when brought to the one true standard, our hearts

will be found right, and we may pass through the

gates into the city. Truly enough, we then shall

"know what it is to be there." God has given
each of us a work to do, which will make us happy
here and hereafter. Jesus says, " If ye know these

things, happy are ye if ye do them." John 13: 17.

AfcPherson, Kans.

for God and the
:he cross, and
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and money,
antJ

ONE LORD, ONE FAITH.

To Bro. C. K. Burklwlder, of Octavia, Nedr.:—

Our Lord is "God manifest in the flesh."

Our faith is to receive, appropriate, enjoy, exhibit

this glorious Christ. Do we appreciate the grand-

eur of our privilege? That you have, in a meas-
ure, realized Heb. 8: 10, IX, and 1 John 2: 27, is as

clear as the fact of life itself. This is the interior

testimony, without which we cannot be Christians.

God is your Father, and is leading you along the

way of discipline which strengthens faith and puri-

fies the heart. The more we fulfill John 5: 39 and
Col. 3: 16, 17, and John 15: 7, 8, the more will the

Holy Ghost vitalize our cons r iousness with Eph. i:

13, 14 and 2 Cor. 1: 21, 22. By the one faith in the

one Lord, we can drink meekly and hopefully any
cup of wormwood that Providence may present to

We must be at home in 2 Cor. 12: 9, 10. Then
e will 6nd the fulfillment of Luke 10: 19. Our

whole life must be summed up in Gal. 2: 20 and 6:

4, and I Thess. 5: 23. "All things are possible to

him that believelh," because our faith lays hold on
Omnipotence.

Your letter requires a volume. It pulsates with

questions and themes of the highest interest. God
alone can solve the problems of humanity. But He
has established the church as the medium of their

solution. The very angels are going to school to us.

Eph. 3: 10. But we sadly fail to apprehend our
sublime mission; and to press the purpose of God in

Christ strenously and persistently on the church, is

to be suspected by some of heresy or fanaticism

some one must be the scape goat of reasserting

the original Gospel, and r am ready to be offered in

the blessed effort to exalt the cross of Christ above
all other interests and considerations, To assert

that the church is to-day the power in the world
that God intend?, is to betray either great ignorance

pitiful prejudice. The work that Jesus Christ in-

gurated, the church is commissioned to perpetu-
ate and consummate. The Captain of our salvation

d, "Theeeal of thine house hath eaten me up."

John 2: 17.

Of all who enlist under his banner, it is said:

Let this mind be in yen, which was a/so in Christ
Jesus," Philpp. 2: 5. Where is this correspond-

ence to-day? Where is the zea

salvation of souls that welcome;
eager to sacrifice time, and eas<

life, so that the will of God be done on earth „

is done in heaven? Let none be offended at this
but let us all be ashamed and humbled that We

'

have done and are doing so little for the advance-
ment of the glorious theocracy in which the eternal
Jehovah has embarked " all the fu'ness of his God
head."

Christianity is life before it is church. Christ
is

the Head of the church, first generatively, then or-

ganically. " Frem whom the whole body, fitly ; jHed
trgther, and completed by that which every joint sup.

plieth, acetrdirg to the rffain-d working in the

mea nn of every part, maketh increase of the body
unto the edifying of itself in love." Eph 4: ig

How does the modern church look beside this di-

vine portrait? A more graphic and glorious delin-

eation of the body of Christ is not found in the

New Testament than is contained in the foregoing
passage. I heartily commend it to the prayerful
study of every minister and member from Dan to

Beer sheba. Here we have the anatomy and phys-
iology of the Holy Ghost. Such organic and func-

tional harmony will give Christ the opportunity he
seeks for redeeming the world. The realization of

this ideal will speedily fulfill the great prayer of

our enthroned, adorable High Priest. John 17;

31, 22, 23.

Everything must be measured by the divine in-

terest in man. What God has done in Christ must
all our motives and efforts in behalf of

beings. There are still many good peo-

ple among us who object to Sunday schools and
children's service, without taking a moment's
thought of the identity of principle that underlies

these forms of Christian work and the ordinary
ministry of the Word, and the administration of the

sacraments.

Our late Annual Conference has done glorious

work in this direction. The applications and forms
of service are new; but the principle is as old as the

incarnation. Whether we save a drowning person
with a rope, or a plank, or by direct, personal grap-

ple, or in any other way, is not to be made a mat-
ter of disputation. Is he saved? This is the su-

preme fact, and in this we all rejoice by whatever
means it was accomplished. This is vividly por-

trai ed in I Cor. 9: 22. " A'l means" was not too

large a venture for Paul if he could thereby rescue

a single soul. Many of us are very shy of the apos-

tle's "all things to all men." Very slow, indeed,

has the church always been to accept God's esti-

mate of the worth of man, and engage in his salva-

tion with an enthusiasm corresponding to the ant-
ing sacrifice on Golgotha.

The one great truth we are to master and enforce

is that the eternal God became man in order to

show us our dignity, capacity, and destiny, and to

the impediments sin had interposed to the

mation of God's primeval design.

As soon as we fully apprehend this wonderful
revelation, we will have such a revival of apostolic

Christianity as will not only stop every mouth re-

specting Sunday school, children's meeting, Bi-

ble class, etc., but the conspicuous feature will be

the ardor of each one to be first in sacrifice and

manifold labors in the presentation of the claims

and power of the cross for the winning of souls. I

anticipate a decided upward movement in relation

to multiplied and harmonious Christian work, from

the inspiration of our late Annual Conference.

Souls are at stake, and we are responsible for their

salvation. God did not think it too much to be-

come incarnate, and descend into poverty, persecu-

tion, shame, agony, and death, in order to redeem
man, and make him the heir of the divine blessed-

ness and glory. Why should we grudge to give all

we have, even life itself, to be c

in the accomplishment of hi:

Let us acknowledge Christ a

Prophet, Priest, and King, and

with zeal in reproducing his life of sacrifice ;

ing souls, This is " our high calling."

Union Deposit, Pa,

i-workers with God

glorious purpose?

: in very deed our

we will be aflame
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THE TRIUMPH OF RIGHT.

rill triumph,It is a common saying that right

that the truth will be a victor in the end. This is

not true of this world. If it were, there would be

no need of a future settlement. Instead of right

being triumphant in this world, it is a fact that in

the majority of cases, where there is a wrong, it re-

mains so, as far as we can see, till the party suffer-

ing has been put beyond the remedy on this earth.

This is not only true of individuals, but it is true

in all things that man has anything to do with.

Occasionally sin brings its merited punishment,—it

always does,—but not always at the time of the

transgression. That wrong is not righted in life, a

good example is in the case of human slavery.

Hundreds of thousands of human beings have died

in bondage, and they had given their whole lives to

unrequited toil. Yet they passed away, and no

human means could ever adjust the evil. There

are other hundreds of thousands suffering hidden

wrongs utterly beyond their control, yet they have

become so accustomed to them that they make no

sign. Who is it that has not suffered misrepresen-

tation of more or less grossness, and yet much of it

is never righted in this life. Many a man, and per-

haps more women, have gone to their graves, the

innocent mark of the wrong- doer, and in such a

shape that no earthly remedy can be suggested.

AU these things show that light is not always tri-

umphant.

It is especially true in national affairs that the

grossest wrongs go unredressed. There has never

yet been a nation conquered for the purposes of ag-

gandizement and increase of revenue, but that hu

man slavery has been paralleled. Cortez conquer-

ing Mexico, our record of national dishonor with

the Indians, England's conquest of India, and many

similar instances are cases in point. It may be

urged that these countries are better off under their

present rulers than when they were by themselves.

If this is true, Loyola's maxim, that the end justi-

fies the means, is also true.

If there is ever a last great day, when there will

be a righting of the wrongs of the nations of the

earth, what a tremendous spectacle it will bel In

that time it will be better to have been a hermit on

the edge of the forest than a Napoleon at the head

of the army.

Sure it is that, in the end, in God's good time,

and in his own way, there will be perfect justice

done. In all the ages of oppression, and the ever-

present hour of the liar and the midnight thief,

there is that, which, in his time, will all be righted,

but, until that occasion, many an individual must

bear his burden of wrong to the hour of shifting it

to its proper owner.

Ltwisburg, Pa.

There are circumstances, no doubt, and were in

Paul's day, in which there is reason for temporarily

ignoring this principle. Most rules have excep-

tions; but the exception does not annul the rule,

but rather furnishes proof of it.

This principle we recognize, and practically carry

out, in certain departments of our church work.

Our churches recognize this principle in contribut-

ing to their evangelists, and our mission boards in

supporting our missionaries, but, in many places,

the principle is studiously and persistently ignored

in the relation of the churches to the home minis-

try. Thus, the very ones who most need support,

often get the least,—get none, 1 should say.

We seem to be trying to stay at a safe distance

from what we call a " salaried ministry." May
not stay too far away? Are you acquainted with

that brother who is so afraid of casting pearls b<

fore swine that he does not cast any pearls at all?

Did you ever meet that sister who so scrupulously

obeyed the command, " Come out from among

them and be ye separate," that she left the impres-

sion upon the minds of the unconverted that she

considered herself too good to associate with them,

and thus destroyed her influence for good ovei

them? The fact is, there is more than one good

thing that may be carried so far that it ceases to bi

good.

THE ONLY REMEDY.

BY JAMES M, NEFF.

It was my privilege to attend the Ministerial

Meeting of Southern Ohio, a few weeks ago. One

of the many interesting subjects discussed, was,

" The Minister's Discouragements, and How to Ov-

ercome Them." One very worthy brother, who is

not rich, mentioned, as a cause of discouragement,

want of time to prepare himself by sufficient study.

After stating the difficulty, he asked for the reme-

dy, but the time allotted to that subject having

But shall we join hands with other denomina-

tions, and adopt the salaried ministry in all our con-

gregations? No. The minister who employs half

his time for the church, and sleeps the other half,

or employs the other half for himself and his fami-

ly, does not deserve full support. But, to the extent

that a brother employs his time in preaching ant

preparing for it, to that extent should he be support

ed. Bro. A is a " home minister." Nearly all thi

work of the congregation, filling regular appoint

ments, attending funerals, visiting the sick, etc.

falls upon him. It takes about one-third of his

time from the support of his family, and he faith-

fully performs his duty. What does the church

owe him? She owes him at least one-third the

amount necessary to support his family; and it is

due him as justly as what you give the evangelist

and missionary is due them. There are a number

of things that make the work of the home minister

more irksome than that of the evangelist, and how

an evangelist can come home from his tour of the

churches, with his pockets well filled with what he

has received for his work, and cry out against the

same principle being applied in the case of his

brethren who have remained at home, but worked

as hard, I have never been able to understand.

Again and again have our ministers been made to

feel the force of the fact that the work is unevenly

ded, that their hands are tied, and that much

that they would do and ought to be done, must go

undone. And so these things will continue to go

wrong, and the Lord's cause will continue to suffer,

until we adopt the Lord's way for doing his work.

I am not arguing for the principle of a supported

ministry. If I were, I should present an array of

Scripture in its favor that most men would be

ashamed to try to deny. But I think we are agreed

on the principle itself, and accept it as Scriptural,

It

ey, and not on the part of the laity, in giving what

the Lord has ordained they should give.

Bro. Brown says they have four ministers in their

congregation, and the church is not able to support

them all. But that objection is easily removed. If

four preachers only do the work of one, they should

only receive assistance to that amount, and it

should be divided among them in proportion to the

amount of work they do.

Bro. Brown says some churches are weak, and

their territory large, and they cannot possibly pay

for the amount of preaching that should be done in

their own and adjacent territory. Perhaps there

are stronger churches which could assist the weak-

er, and, if not, some of these weaker churches may
furnish lawful instances of exceptions to the gener-

al rule. But, should I give the minister nothing at

all because I cannot give him all he deserves? The

mistake we make is not in giving him more than

we can afford, but, in giving him nothing at all.

Bro. Brown says, " Money is scarce, and it would

be practically impossible to raise an amount suf-

ficient to properly support the preacher." True,

but you can often pay him without money. Take

him that book in your library that he needs, and

ig no use of, some flour or potatoes, a

If, and present these things to him.

Plow his corn or split his rails.

But Bro. Brown thinks the whole plan impracti-

cal, and that it would be impossible to divide up

the work and the support in a way that would be

fair and satisfactory to all, theiefore, it is better to

abandon the whole idea. The only answer we have

to offer to this is, that if the Lord has laid down a

principle that is unwieldy and impractical in any

possible plan of its application, then Bro. Brown is

right. If Paul knew what he was talking about,

and the Lord is to be obeyed, then Bro. Brown is

mistaken, to say the least, and the only thing left

for us is to diligently set about doing what is plain-

ly our duty.

Fruitdale, Ala. ^^^^__

you r

about expired, his question

so this vexing question has

go, without a practical ansv,

many a poor minister.

It is a problem for which

tion, a hindrar

not answered, and

:, and continues to

i the experience of

xih i
• find solu-

to the Lord's work that will n

be removed till we come practically to the Gospel

principle, that they that preach the Gospel sho

live of the Gospel. This is a principle ordained

the Lord, as everlasting as eternity, and as

changeable as himself; and to make any effort to

get away from it, is manifest insincerity,

; upon the equal and fair application of it that I

insist.

Bro Brown says: "Of course, if a minister's fami-

ly is in need, I think we should help him." And

what about the deacon's and the lay brother's fami

ly? If they are in need, we should help them

should we not? You count his labor in the minis

try for nothing, and put the minister on the same

plane, in this matter of support, with the laity. Paul

does not say that the pauper that preaches the

pel should live of the Gospel. But his language

makes it an established principle, that when the

preacher spends a dollar's worth of time for the

church, the church owes him a dollar. And if I

justly owe a brother a dollar, I should pay it,

though I am worth but a thousand, and he ten

thousand. If there is any wrong in the poor laity

denying themselves in opder to contribute to the

minister who lives in luxury, the wrong is on the

part of the minister, in the improper use of his mon-

THE CLOTHES THEORY.

the declaration of a

JothH

if social reform is suggested t,y

r bis moral and intellectual na-

" The woman writer has observed that various styles of dress

induce differing moods in the wearer. A woman in a tailor-

made gown will be stiff, mannish, and dignified. She absorbs,

as it were, the hauteur and frigidity ol her forbidding little

linen collar. Transferred to a soft, gauzy gown, she becomes

graceful, yielding, and po;tic. Put in a tennis suit, she is

brusque and flirtatious, and, with a jaunty little cap on ber

head, she suddenly turns perl and mischievous.

" Thus it will be seen that a woman of even, equable temper-

ment, may make herself a creature full of moods and caprices,

simply by changing her gowns often

the feverish lab making the changes, either.

The moral agency is resident in the gowns themselves.

" By a judicious and thoughtful application of this theory, it

ought not to be hard to bring about a general reform among

all classes. It has often been said that the convict's suit

makes a convict's soul. Why not attire prisoners in innocent

tennis blazers? Gentlemen who drink more than is good for

them, might cure their appetites by putting on skirls and

Woman's Christian Temperance Union badges. A man who

is sullen and morose, would grow blithe and merry in a frivo-

lous little flannel coat and striped shirt, while one unduly de-

voted to levity might be sobered down by dressing in clerical

fashion."

The above clipping, from a newspaper, is at least

readable, and may have more truth than fiction in

it. While the writer seems to hold to the idea it is

the various styles that have to do with different

moods in people, we are inclined to the opinion

that the mood or disposition of the person has

much to do with the style, For instance, a person

whose real makeup is in harmony with Christian

principles, will, in style, conform to Christian cus-

toms, but if his make-up is largely vain, proud, and

self-willed, the same will be the ideal of his habili-

ments, customs, and outward appearance.

If the theory, so long held as Gospel, that it is

the inner life that shapes the outer, be erroneous,

and that the outer shapes the inner, be the correct
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thing, there will have to be a revolution in theory,

if not in practice. Wc have not infrequently met

persons who, by action, at least, claimed that if you

get the outer right and non-conformed to the w(

the inner man will become all rght on Gospel

lines. Those advocates and the woman writer

on par with their theories, but, after all, the Word
must settle the whole matter, all else to the con-

trary notwithstanding

To the idea expressed by the writer, that "the

moral agency is resident in the gowns themselves,"

we only have to say, absurd as it may seem, it is as

good theology as much we hear these days, and,

possibly the time may come, at no distant day

hence, when, according to the potency of the law

of suggestion there may be more truth in it than re-

formers ever dreamed of, At least it will do well

to think about it.

Lcs Angeles, Cal.
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THE TRIUMPHAL ENTRY.

BY AUCH S RICHER.

Christ's triumphant riding into Jerusalem oc-

curred near the close of his life, about four or five

days before his crucifixion, It was the prologue

to his passion, and occurred on the First Day of

the week. This was the day on which the law ap-

pointed that the paschal lamb should be taken up

and set apart for that service.

On that day, therefore, Christ our Passover, who
was to be sacrificed for us, was publicly shown.

Christ spent the greater part of this week of Pas

sion in Jerusalem, his lodging place being at Beth-

any, a village located near Jerusalem, Here he

dwelt with the little family, Mary, Martha and Laz-

arus, with whom he loved to associate. Here it

was that, on the night previous, while at supper in

the house of Simon, Mary anointed his feet.

Early on Sunday morning he started for the Ho
ly City. A vast multitude was prepared to receive

and welcome the Deliverer who had previously per-

formed wonderful miracles among them. Christ's

life was one of toil and persecution, yet once in his

life he rode in triumph.

Three roads lead from Bethany over the Mount of

Olives to Jerusalem, -the main road, the one over

which Christ traveled, sweeps round the southern

shoulder of Mt. Olivet, between it and the " Hill of

Evil Counsel,"

Passing from under the pa'm-trees of Bethany,

he approaches the fig gardens of Bethphage (inter-

preted " house of figs "), a small hamlet almost hid-

den from view, which lay a little to the south of

Bethany.

Here Jesus summons Peter and John, giving

them instructions to go into the village, where they

would find a colt tied, which they were to loose

and bring to him. If any objections arose on the

part of the owner, it would at once be silenced by
telling them that the Lord had need of him. They
obeyed and found the colt, that had been adapted
to its sacred purpose, for it had never yet been
used. They led him to Jesus, putting upon the
colt their garments, to do him regal honor. Jesus

mounted the colt, and the triumphal procession be-

gan. It was no seditious movement, to create po-

litical enthusiasm, no insulting vanity to commem-
orate ambitious triumph. Nay, it was a mere out-

burst of provincial joy, the simple exultation of

poor Galileans, and despised disciples.

Christ rode, not upon a war-horse, but upon an
animal, which is the symbol of peace, hence we see

that the provisions for this occasion were poor and
ordinary,—such as bespoke his kingdom not of this

world. There were no heraldsat-arms provided;

no trumpet sounded before him; no chariots of

state. Such things were not agreeable to his pres-

ent state of humiliation, but will be far outdone at

his second coming, for which his magnificent ap-
pearance is reserved. When the last trumpet shall

sound, the angels shall be his attendants, and the
clouds his chariots. For his glory and ours with
him, preparation was made before the foundation
of the world, and that was the glory about which

he was concerned, He was dead to worldly glory,

yet he meekly accepted it when it came,

Christ was neither attended by the gentlemen of

the country, nor by the magistrates of the city, but

by a multitude of the common class of people,

who, to the best of their capacity, studied to hon-

or Christ, by spreading their garments in the way
and strewing branches of palm, for him to ride upon.

Had the haughty Gentiles witnessed this humble
procession, they would have utterly derided it, as,

indeed, they did deride the record of it, but the

apostles recalled, in after days, that it was the ful-

fillment of the prophecy of Zechariah, "Rejoice
greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of

Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee,"

meek and having salvation,

Jesus Christ is the church's King; he is appointed

king over the church. He came to his church even
in this lower world,— " He comes to rule thee; to

rule for thee, to rule in thee."

It was a procession of very lowly pomp, and yet,

compared with it, how the grandest triumphs of

aggressive war and unjust conquest sink into utter

insignificance and disgrace! As he started, the

multitude took their outer garments, and spread

them down as tapestry in his pathway. As they

went, they tore down branches from the tre?s, and
scattered them before him Then, in a burst of en-

thusiasm, the disciples shouted, " Hosanna to the

Son of David! Blessed is the King of Israel that

cometh in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the

highest."

The joyous strain was echoed and re-echoed by
the multitude. They who went before, and they

who followed, cried, "Hosanna! hosanna!"

Here is a royal progress, truly admirable! When
a king comes, something grand and magnificent is

expected; at least when he comes to take posses-

sion of his kingdom,—but it was not so with Christ.

"Behold he cometh to thee, meek." When Christ

would appear in his glory, it is in his meekness,

not in his majesty.

The road slopes by a gradual ascent up the

Mount of Olives, through green fields and under
shady trees, till it suddenly sweeps round to the

north. It is at this angle of the road that Je
rusalem, which has hitherto been hidden by the

hill, bursts full upon the view. Then, through the

r atmosphere, rising from the deep umbra-
geous valleys, which surrounded it, the "City of

ten thousand memories," stood clear before him.

morning sunlight, as it blazed on the marble

jades and gilded roofs of the temple buildings,

reflected in a fiery splendor, which forced the

rider to avert his glance.

Such a glimpse of such a city is at all times af-

fecting. Many a Jewish and Gentile traveler has
reined his horse at this spot, and gazed on the

e in emotion too deep for speech. But the Je
rusalem of that day, with its "imperial mantle of

proud towers," was regarded as one of the won-
ders of the world, and was a spectacle incompara-

bly more magnificent than the decayed and crum-
bling city of to-day. Who can interpret, who can

enter into the mighty rush of divine compassion,

hich, at that spectacle, shook the Savior's soul?

As he gazed on that mass of "gold and snow,"

there no pride, no exultation in the heart of its

true King? Far from it. He had dropped silent

tears at the grave of Lazarus. There he wept
aloud.

When he entered Jerusalem, all the city was
oved. Some were moved with wonder at the

novelty of ihe scene, others laughed at the hum-
ess of it, and some with Joy, who had long

been waiting for the consolation of Israel. The
risees were moved with indignation; citizens

asked, " Who is he? " It seemed that they were ig-

norant concerning Christ. Though he was the joy

of his people Israel, yet Israel knew him not.

Though he had distinguished himself by the many
miracles he had wrought among them, yet the

daughters of Jerusalem knew him not. In places

where the brightest light shines and the greatest

profession of religion is made, there is often more
ignorance that we can conceive,

Sept. ii, ify7i

The question that comes to us is, " How may We
show bur respect for Christ? What honor can we
do him?" We cannot, as the people of Jerusalem
did, spread our garments before him, but we can
use these garments to clothe his needy ones. "i n.

asmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of

these my brethren, ye have done it unto me."
The Lord will be praised, if not by man, by na-

ture. When the Pharisees would have Jesus silence

the cries of the disciples, he rebuked them, and
told them that "if these should hold their peace
the stones would immediately cry out." " For the

stone shall cry out of the wall and the beam out of

the timber shall answer it." The Pharisees realized

that they were powerless to stay the Rood of enthu-

siasm. To day we find nature filling its mission in

every respect. Everything is in obedience to

God's laws, while man,—what is man doing for

God? Is he faithfully carrying on the work which

God has placed him in the world to do? Though
the highest form of creation, he praises God the

least,

Christ deserves all honor. Well may we say,

" Blessed is he," for it is through him that we are

blessed. It is our duty not only to desire, but to

pray and labor for the prosperity and success of

God's kingdom in this world. He has placed his

vineyard under our care; what are we doing with it?

" Hosanna in the highest." Let prosperity in the

highest degree attend him! Let him have a name
above every name, a throne above every throne.

Let us praise him with exalted affections! Let our

prayers for his church ascend to heaven, to the

highest heavens, and bring in salvation and peace

therefrom I

Peru, Ind,

MINISTERIAL DEPORTMENT.

COMPILED BY J. W. WAYLAND, JR.

During the Ministerial Meeting held at Linville

Creek church, Virginia, Aug. 26 and 27, the subject

at the head of this article was discussed with so

;h ability and interest that we have ventured to

group some of the leading points, as presented un-

der the several divisions, for the benefit of readers

of the Messenger,

Brethren S. N. McCann, Peter Garber and Sam-
1 Driver were the regularly- appointed speakers,

id in the general discussion brethren McCann, Ja-

cob Garber, I. N. H. Beahm, Geo. W. Wine and J.

P. Zigler took part. The points given below are not

reported verbatim, but have been prepared from

notes taken while the speeches were being made.

IN THE PULPIT.

The preacher should not purposely draw atten-

tion to himself,—it is a sin to do so.

He should endeavor to overcome bashfulness,

trepidation, or any mannerism to which he may be

be addicted, in order that he may avoid drawing

attention involuntarily or unconsciously,

It is not a good plan for him to take a drink of

ater every few minutes, when he is not thirsty,

lerely for the sake of gaining a little time.

Ministers should not give offense by spitting on

the floor before a house full of people, nor fall into

the habit of continually using pet phrases, as "I

tell you," or similar ones.

The preacher who is told of any bad habit that he

is unconsciously fallen into should be glad for the

favor rendered him.

nee neatness is always commendable, the min-

ister should be neat in dress and appearance, but

not foppish. As Paul exhorts Titus, let the em-

bassador of Christ speak the things "which be-

ime sound doctrine."

AMONG THE CONGREGATION.

Sociability is justly expected; for if the light of

God's love is in the heart and life of his servant, it

ill shine on those around him.

The minister should manifest interest and sympa-

thy for the home affairs of his people, and for the

members of the family not present at church. It

ought not to be necessary for the young people.
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and especially those not members of the

i' corner" the elder, in order to shake

him.

to apostles, Some say our Confc

rith the limits of the Gospel, whei

ods. Those objectors fail to see

tween methods and commands

goes beyond

he formulates meth-

e the difference be-

The plain order

The minister must hold the love

his own family if he would have

and support. His family should b<

tation, and above reproach,

may not be hindered.

d respect of °' dress, adopted by the church,

sympathy
thy of imi-

order that his work

nply eth-

The minister's deportment in his everyday deal-

ings, with his friends for six days of the week, will

influence them more than his Sunday sermon;

hence, most depends upon his deportment out

of the pulpit,—the man must be behind the sermon.

If an individual is dishonest, or in any way de-

ceitful, people will find it out; and there is nearly

always somebody at church that knows the preach-

er; for no other class is so closely watched as they.

If the minister is not reverenced and respected

in the community, not only does he suffer loss,

reproach is also brought upon the church, the c;

of Christ.

While the minister should exhibit the spirit and

cheerfulness belonging to the all-sufficient religion

he teaches, he should be careful not to quench with

foolishness the fire of holy zeal his sober words

may have kindled. The servant of the Most High

God ought not to descend to the plane of the com-

mon joker. If his people are given to vain jesting,

the pastor's conduct should compel them to ac

knowledge that they have not so learned of him.

The minister traveling should so deport himself,

that if strangers do not recognize him as a preach-

er, they will at least know that he is a Christian.

Inasmuch as we are judged by our appearance

and behavior, the Christian minister need not be

surprised if he is confronted with the question,

"Are you a preacher?" .If, on the other hand, he

jokes in the hotel office, like a sinner, burns fine to-

bacco, like a sinner, eats and drinks and acts like a

sinner'in general, he ought to pay his bill, like

en though he asserts his

i minister of the Gospel.

; to favor, ;

IN GENERAL.

ofIf good behavior is expected

than another (and it is) it ought to be most

pected of ministers.

Let not the minister of the Gospel give the world

a chance to misjudge him.

Upon the good name and influence of the minis-

try depend the progress and prosperity of the

church.

Let ministers, more than any other class, treat

one another with perfect frankness and brotherly

love, without reserve or fear.

d by which certain commands, found in the New
Testament, are carried out. If the method adopt-

ed by the apostles was important, this certainly is

more so, from the fact that theirs was mainly to

benefit the body, while method in church work is

mainly to benefit the soul.

Not only conformity to methods, but obedience

to commands, has been "kept back" in all ages.

In the days of Israel Korah failed to obey one

small command. In consequence of this he and

his entire host went alive down into the pit. Num.
j6. All these things happened unto them "for

our ensamples, and they are written for our admo-

nition." i Cor. 10: 11.

There are thousands of people in the world to-

day, professing godliness, who do not know that

feet-washing is a church ordinance, and should be

practiced by the followers of Christ, simply be-

cause Satan has filled the hearts of some preach-

ers to keep back part of Christ's commands. Why
is it that many of our Brethren do not wear the

form of dress adopted by the church? Possibly

they have forgotten that they are keeping back

part of their promises. Some have been members

many years. Those should seriously consider this

atter, They should remember the foolish vir-

Disloyalty to the church means empty vessels.

Some of our ministers are wanting along this line.

" Pay that which thou hast vowed." Eccl. 5: 4,

Friedens, Va.

The man who abates his efforts to do a good

thing simply because he is not sufficiently appreci-

ated by his fellow men, is likely to die without hav-

ing accomplished any great results. Appreciation

is not the heritage of the worthiest souls. The

world usually fails to recognize its true benefac-

tors until they are dead and turned to dust. Often

it frowns upon them in cruel rage. The white

hands that brought the best of all gifts to our

weary earth were rent and torn by cruel spikes,

and nailed in derision to the bitter cross.

—

C. Advo

cate.

"Theke is a vast difference between prayer in

faith and faith in prayer. Having faith in prayer

is believing that because certain prayers are offer-

ed, certain results will follow, that the praying will

secure the thing prayed for. Praying in faith

comes of an abiding confidence in the person

prayed to; the confidence is in him; it is based on

a knowledge of what he is, and on a conviction

that he is every way worthy to be trusted, Pray-

ng in faith is the act of a simple-hearted child of

God."

531

Paul had passed through some of the most nota-

ble and trying experiences of his life, so that, while

he had not much relief, on the part of his persecut-

ors, to hope for, there was nothing to fear. He
had already offered his life, and therefore the only

thought left was, how that should be. But be it as

it might, there should be no decline in his devotion

to the Master and the children called.

As we lunched among the ruins of the great

Kphesian Temple, during our late, travels, we had

vividly brought before us the scene enacted there,

in connection with this man of God, How changedl

great city with magnificent buildings,

f Diana, dedicated to

:ity given largely

ivc the converts

and loyal to the

ng which \

the goddess of the Kphesians,

to idolatry, yet among these t

f Paul, wedded to their lea

church of Christ,—but now only a cemetery of its

former greatness, while the ruins of its greatest

temple are seen in its broken columns. Their re-

ligion, that maddened their zeal, has been scattered

and lost as ashes, but the great sermon, preached

by Paul, has been taken up, as if by a whirlwind,

and sown down into every nation of the earth, To-

day his burning words are being lisped by millions

of our children, in every land where the Sun of

Righteousness is shining.

The lesson opens with words of satisfaction and

supreme trust. He leaves the fields of incessant

labor, and oft-repeated persecutions, to go to Jeru-

salem, " not knowing the things that shall befall

me there," save that the Holy Ghost witnessed to

him that in every city afflictions awaited him. But

none of these things troubled or moved him from

his purposes. This was a good thing to tell to his

Ephesian elders, and it is equally good for us, as

ministers and teachers. It is a good thing to teach

to our children. Paul stood as steel before the

pointed arrow. There was no flinching with him

when in the line of duty. How is it with us?

They were the last words that he expected to say

to these brethren, " I shall see your face no more."

, no doubt, sad words to the brethren

leaving, but they were strong words,

—

ght. His life and record before them

neless. He was pure from the blood

id more,—he had not shunned to dc-

:1 of God. This was

pie worthy of being

KEEPING BACK A PART.

BY A. Fi-ORY.

But Peter said, Ananias, why halh Salan filled thine I

ie to the Holy Gbost, and to keep back part of the pri

land?"—Acts 5: 3.

re fully a

true of th

In nstances pron binding

This ias positive con
made by Ananias and Sapphira his wife. There is

not one command found in the Bible for the selling

of their possessions. They simply did so, because

the condition of the church required it, and be-

cause they, with the rest of the disciples, agreed to

do so. This agreement was simply a method that

enabled them to more fully supply the wants of the

needy.

To-day the church does not think it necessary

for her members to sell their possessions, therefore

no one is tempted to keep back part of the price of

his land. Were not other things kept back, the

church to-day would be in a much higher state of

spiritual prosperity.

Some methods that are essential to the

now, may have been unnecessary in the days of the

>-THE * SUNDAY t SCHOOL^

LESSON LIOMT-FLASMES.

i Address to the Ephesian Elders—

A

Lesion for September iq.

1 who
1 this lesson we have the words of

s journey was well nigh finished, and whose

nearing completion. Concerning that

lid there was no speculating, as to selfish

be carried out, but he was in dead ear-

retrospective as well as the prospective,

life's jouri

which he s

schemes tc

nest, in thi

They are the words of an honest and

who felt that he was standing before a greater tn

bunal than those of Jerusalem, of Mars' Hill, or c

Ephesus. He was speaking before God, while th

Holy Ghost was witnessing.

With the noise of the rabble at Ephesus, as they

cried out, "Great is Diana of the Eph.

whom he v

f golden

had been 1

of all men,

clare unto them all the

setting before the

followed, and, at the same tin

was, "Go thou and do likewise."

in this world that can bring to men and women

more real, solid satisfaction than to feel that they

have dpne their whole duty, and that they are free

from the blood of all men. Can we live such lives?

It is possible only through the leadings of the

Holy Spirit and a full consecration of life and pur-

pose to the Lord. To "go and do," " bound in the

Spirit," means a laying aside of self, with a full

purpose of doing the Lord's work. To progress so

far in the Christian life, requires strugglings and

sacrifices, but the end to be reached is worthy of

anything and everything that we can possibly do.

A man who has passed through such experiences

is fully prepared to give advice, and such advice as

the teaching

icre is nothing

brcthr. eded. t was it?

all the flock,

Take

, but to

still ringing he knew what he had to

heed unto yourselves

which the Holy Ghost has made you

feed the ch'irch of God, which he hath purchasi

with his own blood," The charge is a very solen

one, as he felt the importance of it. He was afra

of the wolves. They were to be feared, and a

yet. Our work is to watch for them and fight the

away. This applies not only to the elde

all of us. Keep them out of the church, out of our

homes, and away from the children in the Sunday

In the close of the lesson we have his final words,

as to how he himself had lived among them. For

three years he "ceased not to warn every one,

night and day, with tears," showing his persever-

ance and faithfulness, and his determination not to

be burdensome to them while laboring for them.

He did not do it because he wanted their money (

I said it tenderly .0 his beloved . co-work^, —--^^^^ ^ „„ the{, ,„„,,

feeling that great issues were depending

he said and ho
I lor Christ.
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THE AWAKINQ.

Onk day the fingers of the Lord
Upon my eyes shall lie;

And when their tender weight shall lift,

' Twill be eternity.

But while he holds my yielding lids

With that soft force of his,

My spirit shall not sleep, but wake
Into his utter bliss.

— Sunday School Times.

WHY A MISSIONARY READ1NO COURSE?

BY SADIE BRALLIER NOFFSINGBR.

organi: rid to

I do not claim that every one who become
member should go to teach the heathen. Such wa
not the idea when the circle \

effect such result would be to

nature. We are not all talented with qualifications
for the same work. Divine Inspiration recognizes
"diversities of gifts." "To one is given the word
of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge; to
another the gift of healing; to another the gift of
prophecy; to another the discerning of spirits; to
another the interpretation of tongues," etc. It is

worse than useless for one to assume the calling for
which another is ordained. I am not a phrenolo-
gist, but I venture the assertion that the reason why
so many persons make a failure of life, is, because
they undertake a work for which they are not
equipped.

Some there are who would make better farmers
than missionaries. What we need is to know our
calling, and then magnify it with our heart and
brain. The trouble is, too many mistake their call-
ing.

Writing in this strain, I am reminded of the man
who was impressed with the idea that he was or-
dained of the Spirit to preach. He did not seem
to have the natural q ralifications of an expounder,
and lived in a rural district where colleges were not
much patronized. For this reason his well-wishers
tried to dissuade him from the project
his anxiety, he went to a friend am
impression is fastening itself upon me with an iron
grip; and last night I had a wondrous vision. A
banner was raised before me, upon which were em-
blazoned the letters ' P. C When I awoke I said;
' Those letters mean Preach Christ.' I consider it a
command from which I may not escape." "Very
good," his friend replied, " I have no doubt whatev-
er about the vision; but don't you think the letters
might have signified, Plant corn' ?

"

And thus it is,—we sometimes misinterpret the
voice which calls us; and I fear that there are those
who stand behind the pulpit, who might serve God
better behind the plow.

But I am digressing. Of what benefit is our
Reading Coutse? In the first place, it feeds the

nd at last, ii

said: "Thi;

brain, that ever thirsty part of our being. In the next
place, it gives it food which will not thwart its I

al growth. Then, too, it prepares the scilltot active

service. This last consideration is one of special

import. For what duty in life will it prepare us?
Almost every. And as we pursue page after page
of golden thought, we receive an inspiration and en-

thusiasm which cannot but develop us into a fuller

stature of manhood and womanhood in Christ Je-

By this process we become better equipped, not
only for labor among the jungles of Africa, but for

the many duties of our home lives, as well. The
life within us, yea, the very soul-life, which shines
through all our words and actions, glows blighter
and brighter, until we indeed become worthy of
the similitude, "Ye are the light of the world. A
city which is set on a hill cannot be hid." We do
not say that all who read these books will attain

unto this higher plane of life, but we do say that
such was the purpose in the founding of the circle

and that the boon is possible to those who read the
books with prayerful hearts,—hearts whose daily

and fervent cry is this: " Teach me to do thy will,

Oh God!

"

Aye, His will! It is evidently His will that some
remain at home that they may toil and give of their

substance to those who go; for "how can they
preach, unless they be sent?" If all would go to
India, China, Asia Minor and the many islands of
the sea, who would deal bread unto our bodies while
we dealt bread unto their souls? Yes, some must
remain; that fact is clear, and if it is you and I,

what then? From the reading of these books we
will imbibe some noble lessons of self-sacrifice,

faith and courage, and thereby "glorify God in our
:h are God's."

received

ebody's

and in our bodit

will not read long until i 1 begin to

thing or two. We have heard persons com-
plain about the expense of missions,—perhaps we
have breathed that thought ourselves. Well, here

learn something about the possibilities of mis-
is, the development of missions, the results of

d of what has been done, what is

being done and what is yet to do. We think over
all this, unlil at last we ask ourselves: " Will a man
rob God?" We do not ask the question idly, but
earnestly, solemnly, prayerfully, from hearts filled

with disgust and shame.

But to those who are called of God to preach sal-

vation to the heathen, these books are of special
value. They are companions with whom they oft

they dismayed by the terror of the
the horror of the plague, or the pangs of iso-

or the thought of prison doors and toil and
They take courage from the lives of such
as the Judsons and the Moffats and the
:rs and Miss Fiske and an army of consecrat-
and women who ah

Dr whom they toiled

:ms plain

through fear. I took it into the warm sunshine
and carefully put it down, and as I passed from

it

I heard it chirp a new song of praise to God for
its deliverance. I will not attempt to tell you how
good I felt over that little matter.
That which impressed me most was that the

little bird had gotten away from Its mother too
soon, and had strayed into the place where the
dark waters flow.

Dear reader, you may imagine this to be a very
small thing, but you may change your mind when
I present it as an omen to something greater.
In less than forty-eight hours after, I was called
into a home where sorrow reigned. They greatly

ympathies, and, truly, they
nare of mine. As I looked into

the pale face of the young girl, who had been
placed outside of the special care of a watchful
mother, and had drifted out where the dark waters
flow, and as I endeavored to impart some comfort
to the sad hearts, I thought of the little bird. I

d from that home, feeling happy in the op-
portunity of helping to raise up the bowed down,
and give some cheer to the distressed. I received!
in this, a lesson that shall never be forgotten. Let
us turn again to the little bird. Would it not
have been one of the most cruel acts of my life,

had I thrown stones at the little unfortunate crea-
ture. Much more cruel were it, upon the part of
those, who cast into the face of the unfortunate,
cruel words of censure and unkind reflections.

One of the high callings of life is, to help lift

up fallen humanity, and, dear reader, when, per-
chance, you may lift a little bird out of distress,

or when, perchance, you may help lift up fallen
ones, do it heartily, as unto the Lord, and you
will be blest richly in this world, and in the world
to come, enjoy life everlasting!

Btnevola, Md.

SERVING DAY AND NIGHT.

A foreign missionary r

ho, on a schoolteachers'!

dollars, lived on one- half,

pported a substitute in Ch
that " she was really two perso
out her lifelong, devoted des

She

cently told of a woman
salary of one thousand
and with the other half

China. She then felt

and had carried

to be a foreign

Chain

Finally,

ify God 3

in tears," that

light reap in joy."

noble rcall

i us now we may mag-
ing, whether we be me>
onary. Great will beplanter

when we realize that th

rshadows us and that, w
are diversified, our endeavors will finally culminate
in one great end.

Such are some of the benefits to be derived from
the books of " Our Missionary Reading Circle," and
I think a better series could have scarcely been se-
lected.

Johnstown, Pa.

THE BIRD RESCUED.

my way to Virginia

d through a dark,

half covered

A short time ago, while on
on missionary work, I passe

arched tunnel, lying undernt
I passed along, I saw a littl

with water. After passing it a short distance, I

went back to see more of the bird, and found' it

to be quite a young bird, and in distress. I bent
down and took the little bird in my hand. As I

cattied it toward the light it cited,—no doubt

d a letter nearly every week from
her substitute, prayed for her by name every day,
and realized the truth of what a friend of hers
had said, namely: "This teacher serves the Lord
twenty four hours a day, and thus practically lives

the life of the angels, who serve him day and
night; for at the antipodes her substitute is work-
ing while she sleeps."

FIRST ATTAINMENTS.

Many a humiliating failure in life has resulted
restimating first attainments. The first

r cup appear to overflow it,

sh into print, or before an

drops that fall into

and the impulse is to

audience, with what
wonderful experienre

Bible study, it seem!

exception in his case,

treasures of wisdom
once. The youthful

to his first truth, is exalt

abundance of revelations

and

To

le fountain of kn
i the first flow from
ho takes away hi:

ill find it almost

rings humility, b

beginner in

that heaven has made an

md has poured out all its

id knowledge upon him at

ist who has dug down
above measure, by the

But the first flow from
vledge is often as deceptive

he soda fountain: the novice
cup when he thinks it is full,

npty. Perseverance in study

never humiliations.—S. S.

Men say they dare not neglect the sober realities

of life, for they are from God. Neither should we
dare to neglect the brightness and happiness and
joy of life, for they are from God just as truly.

The sun shines by God's will just as truly as the
clouds sometimes intervene between us and the sun
by his will.— Thi Christian Leader.
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ng! We profess to be an carn-

d people. Let us live up

to what we profess. Our missionaries need all

the encouragement we can give them, and we
can greatly encourage ihem by our presence.

They love to meet our members, no matter

whether they have been acquainted previously

I came here a stranger and found a most

hearty welcome at our church. We ought to

feel thankful for such a church. Let us keep

that way, so that those that are away from

Christ may find a hearty welcome.

e going to encourage the work here,

e going to discourage it by coming to

on Sunday and spending the day

SIGHTSEEING IN CHICAGO.

ighls. We i let (

Chicago, as well as in

If the work, here in our <

progress as rapidly as we
should not blame any

Ye can encourage or

will we do?

6(>o S. AshlandAve.

belli* , sin,

our home churches,

ty mission, does not

vouid like tu see it

ne but ourselves.

discourage. Whicl

nakn

THE NEEDS OF OUR CITIES.

few

. f.u lite" I ha

view some very pleasant scenes.

One does not only see things for himself but

very frequently we serve as object lessons for

other people to look at.

Especially is it so with our sisters, as they go

about looking after the welfare of the poor

children and their mothers, who are neglected

in various ways, by the more fortunate.

Our sisters frequently have unpleasant names

applied to them by boys who are rude and ill-

mannered. All these things they endure with-

out murmuring or complaining. Paul admon-

ishes Timothy to "endure hardness as a good

soldier of Jesus Christ." 2 Tim. 2: 3.

One may think this is not sightseeing, but

it surely is, for those who do not understand

the Gospel. The reason some people do

What are the needs of our cities? To the

merchant this question means more business,

to the miser it means more money and to the

missionary it means more work for Christ.

How can we best work for Him in our cities?

Among the first duties of the missionary is

house-to-house visiting, and in this work the

sisters can do much good. The confidence of

the people may be gained in many ways, but it

essary to get into the house as into the heart.

In meeting the people in their homes we know

more of their temporal and spiritual needs.

There are those whose spiritual nature will nol

respond until their temporal wants have been

supplied. Distributing to the needy is a very

those who have

the]

iuch sights is, bee; . they n t go where

1 tha

lart of the city where they are located. F01

nstance, if we want to see the great Masonic

Pemple.or Lincoln Park, we must go where

hey are located.

While sightseeing is very pleasant to tht

:ye and gives food for thought, yet we shouk

itrive to spend our days and especially on;

,-nlaysm , and 1 : that

er months, of (

; for sightsi

ireh

finest robes. During tin

fistians of Chicago spend their Sun

parks, instead of going to church

r services could be utilized to good

, They say that it is too warm to g

md so they go to the parks to lake

Did you ever read of Christ taking a v

m? Not only do city people do such thi

it at this time of the year there are Sunday

xursions, by means of which a great mil

country people flock to the city to spent

inday in sightseeing. Among them

me of our brethren and sisters.

it to have the opportunity

of Chicago"

very ok;

wisdom in

re poorly clad, some are sick,

areless or lazy and, to be ahle

-ho are the worthy, require;

above.

Distributing tracts is receiving especial at-

ntion in the house-to-house work and more

workers are needed for this commendable

The Brethren may wield a powerful influence

by spending some of the evening hours with

the families when the men are home from

work. An hour or two spent in social inter-

e may make more of an impression than

most eloquent sermon. Missionaries

should associate with the people as much as

lossible. House-to-house work is a great help

the Sunday school. I know of a Sunday

chool whose attendance was raised from for-

y-five to a hundred and thirty, and when the

iouse-to-hou re work stopped it fell back to the

Another incentive, to increase the Sunday

ichool attendance, is the home departi

he Sunday school, and it should be adopted

n the churchss and sapping much of,

tality. Do we realize the enormity of

this canker sore, as it is gnawing at the vitals

f Christianity! Nowhere is this evil so great

s in our cities. Just so long as professed

hristians and even ministers of God's Word
t\\\ encourage these earthly brotherhoods, just

that long will they retard the extension and

owth of the heavenly Brotherhood.

The city is in need of mission work that will

ipe away all lines of caste. We look with

)rror on the caste of India and pray lor its

nioval, but forget the caste of ourown

ties. It is largely extant because of money,

jsition in life and education. The family

ving in the mansion has 110 use for the one in

le cabin except for servants. Is not this

iste? Reputation or position in life also

rings about caste. Then there is the caste ol

Jucation. Even with so useful an accomplish-

lent as education it may be used as a wedge
1 forming caste: tor the tendency is lo despise

iosc of a limited education.

Then there is the color line. Why send mis-

ionaries to Africa when this people is despised

and rejected here? Are their souls not as

others? Do we expect a separate

apartment for them in heaven? Christ makes
> distinction; neither should we.

Another need of our cities is consecration

id consistency. From those who claim to

follow so closely the commands of our Lord, is

expected something worthy of imitation, In

doing efficient work for the Master we must

separate ourselves from the prevalent worldly-

isms of the day. Many evil tendencies of the

city draw worldward rather than Christward.

Shows, celebrations, rallies (even Sunday

school rallies), theaters, church fairs, festivals

and ba/.aars do not give mental or spiritual de-

velopment, hence Christians should separate

themselves from them. To do this require;

consecration. Then, too, consistency must gi

hand in hand with consecration. The peopl

expect plainness from those who profess plain

ness. Other religious bodies regret their los

power which we, at least to a certain extern

11 possess.

From our experience in city work we find

it simplicity ami plain dressing are approved

id accepted by many and even by those of in-

onsidered. There was not a dissenting voice

nd the second Brethren church in Louisiana

HIS organized, consisting of nine members,
five by baptism and four by letter, one a min-

ister in the second degree. A choice was held

for a deacon, the lot falling on our young
brother, 1'earl Wimer, who was installed into

office. The name selected for this church
is Oak Grove. This grove is a suitable and
beautiful sight for a meetinghouse.

On the following day,— it being the first day
of the week, the disciples came together to

break bread. Many of the people came to

nevertheless it came to pass that some he-

'd the things which were spoken, while

: believed not. Acts 28: 24. After having

: the things the Master said we ought to

ilo, in order to be happy, John 13: 17, we read

s 5: 13-20. and anointed Sister Rachel
Kogillio, who has been in ill health for several

years, but is resigned to the Lord's will and
has the hope of 2 Cor. 5: I.

Roanoke, La., Aug, jS.

,-d with p.

d togethn

Aiding is generally built of

s dry anil hard. The roof is

tnyra palm leaves upon raft-

vith cactus leaf liber. Teat li-

nt upon palmyra leaf mats,

s usually a smoothed portion

er and scholars :

The blackboard i

of the mud wall c

On the floor are heaps of sand which .ire

made smooth and in which the teachers and

younger scholars write letters ami words.

Some of the older pupils have books .iw<\

slates, When the boys come trooping out ol

school they will frequently be on the run with

their slates and books on their heads,

The first time 1 saw the little girls running

I wondered why they t

One of the great needs of our citit

dent brethren and sisters, especially c

young brethren and sisters, who are

aptai

do not feel l . qui 1 the

aay. That v.

the Lord's Day.
If our brethren and sisters would attend ser-

vices at our*church in Chicago they might be

able to realize the needs of the work here.

Then, too, they would prove themselves an

encouragement to our dear co-workers, who
need all the encouragement we can give them,

hy purse, prayer and visitation.

Let none of our brethren and sisters be guil-

ty of desecrating the Lord's Day by staying

ngaged

business world, they understand the needi

temptations of city life, and exert a healthful

influence for the church. The sentii

coming prevalent that an individual

a Christian and engage in business,

mistake. In the business circles an

high moral standing, to whom preaching does

little good until they see the principles of

Christianity in the actual life of

While resident members can do good work by

their daily influence they are also greatly need-

ed in Sunday school and church

Another need of city work is that among the

children. To do this work efficiently requir

not only qualified workers but those adapted to

children's work. The greatest hope of our

missions is centered in the children. And

eternity alone will reveal the outcome of relig-

ious child training. Isaiah knew the blessed in-

fluence of children when he said: "A little

child shall lead them." How often does a child

lead the mother or father into the Sunday

school and church, or teach them how to pray!

The city needs that Christianity which has

City ork

ned but that

in fact itardship, it means pi

" Must Jesus bear the cross alone

And all the world go free?

"

Dear brother and sister, if you look forward

) city mission work, take no thought for

the compromise plan. Be allyou pretend to be,

be earnest, be prepared to stem the current

and wear the whole armor of God. When we

see the ignorance, intemperance, poverty and

crime of our cities, our hearts are grieved that

more consecrated and consistent workers are

not stationed at these points. And yet, why

need we wait to be placed there by some Mis-

sion Board when we have the command to go?

The needs of our cities are many and all are

important, but let us not forget that the city

needs house-to-house work, it needs the influ-

ence of resident members, engaged in business,

it needs work among the children, it needs a

Christianity that far excels all earthly brother-

hoods and wipes away all lines of caste, but

beyond and above all these things the city

needs consecrated, consistent missionaries.

McPherson, Kans.

FROM LOUISIANA.

, ih.-i iwkw
irt of a gait, as any one cant

by trying it, or even by watching

When they stopped running I at

:ason of their so holding on

-.,,[,

I

< the

\n early age the little girl-babies' ears are

pierced, and rolls of cloth or rings of palmyra

re put in to distend the lower, pendant

portion of the ear until it has grown into a

large loop, the flesh being in no place more

than an eighth of an inch in thickness. Large

;cad rings of half or three-quarters of an ounce

weight are bent on, sometimes three or four in-

to one loop, until they drag clown to and rest on

tier collarbone. Now, were the small girl to

run free-handed, like

.mid 1.' ehcr

1 slung-;

tunk" in the

ot ineffective!

eye

little short

the boys in a village school.

The boys almost always arc sh

their heads, all save a little tuft of

The

Aug. S 1 commenced some meetings in ;

Baptist church, a few miles from Grayson, La,

where a few disciples are living. A young

man, who had resisted the Spirit for sevei

years, decided to resist no longer.

Aug. 15th we changed our place of labor

the Oak Grove schoolhouse, where we contin-

ued for the space of eight days. Two more

heeded the call, one of them a reader of the

Messenger, donated to him, adding another

one to the list who received light, and more

perfect instruction in the way of the Lord

through this effectual worker. Aug. 21 baptism

was administered to those who gladly received

the Word: thence we repaired to the house of

liro. Joseph Rogillio, where the expediency of

ay from church services and spending the higher plane than that of earthly biotfierhoods^orgauizing this hand of faithful workers

ers having died, his parents arc trying to dis-

guise his sex from the avenging family deity.

For the same reason pet or pretty names are

discarded at times, and mean, poor names are

used, so as nol to attract the jealousy of the

The village school, like the old New Eng-

land "district school," does not flourish in har-

vest time, or whenever there is the least hope

of gaining anything from the child's time. In-

deed, after a boy has become old enough to

herd goats and cattle, the chances of getting

him out of a Hindu home and into the village

school are very small. The same is much

more true of the girls, as there is usually great

prejudice against their learning to read, espec-

ially in the little villages, which make up aboul

eighty-five per cent of the population of India.

Of the children's raiment but little need be

said—a very dark skin, often a very soiled one

too, with a single garment of (once) white cloth

tied around the waist, in the case of boys; a

much longer one, very prettily and gracefully

draped over one shoulder and around the

waist, in the case of the girls. Of course no

head or foot gear is worn.—E. P. Holtm in

Gospel in all Lands.
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The District Meeting for Nebri

in the Juniata church Oct. 6.

On page 558, am
Nissinger should ha

>ka will be held

mg the obituaries

x been Wissinger.

Inuring the recent love feast season, si:

rith the Coqutlle Valley church, Orego
icre baptized and one restored.

are requested to say that the serif

it Maple Grove, Ashland Co., Ohit

: Sept. IS, instead of Oct. 18.

! of meet-

will com.

Insidb of a few days it will be too late to 1

corrections in the Ministerial List for the AIrr

of iS)t. This is the last notice that will be gi\

Bro. Jesse Stutsman and wife, of Pittsburg.

Ohio, have arranged to go to Western Tennessee.
They expect to leave their native State the last of

October.

Last week some of the Committee of Arrange-
ments visited several of the places offered for the

next Annual Meeting. We are pleased to learn

that some good places have been offered.

Ouk readers will probably be delighted with the

next issue of the Messenger. Open it with care,

and give its contents the closest possible attention.

You will doubtless want to show it to all of your
friends.

We are just informed that the Ministerial Meet-
ing for Northern Iowa, etc., is the day following
the District Meeting, instead of the day before.
The District Meeting will be Oct. 4, and the Minis-
terial Meeting Oct. 5.

The P:I OI'IL-., ference

reports

held their Annt
at Johnstown, Pa., week before last

of the proceedings, in the dailies sen

brief to enable us to comprehend the nature of the
business transacted by the Conference.

Some congregations are holding their council-
neetings in the afternoon. By meeting promptly
it 1: 30, and giving strict attention to the business
n hand, they can get through in good time, and
feel better than if a whole day had been devoted to
liit -mg.

We would regard it as quite a favor if the clerks
of the District Meetings would send us a report of
their respective meetings at as early a date as possi-
ble. Especially is it important that wt «hould
know who is selected to represent the Districts on
the Standing Committee*.

of Gardner, Kans , is arrang

lie, Logan Co., Ark., and
w field of labor about the nr

Bro J. E. Cri;

to locate at Chisi

pects to be in his

die of October.

On another page of this issue is an article, enti-

tled, " Ministerial Deportment," that well deserves a

careful reading. Some of our ministers, not taking

the Messenger, might also be benefited by having
this paper placed in their hands.

While it is essential that a Christian be sound in

the faith, it is equally important that he be diligent

in his Master's business. The Lord has no place in

his kingdom for lazy people. They are of no bene-
fit to themselves, nor can they be of any practical

use to the cause of Christianity.

: filii , object!, appearing in

head uncovered, the

lion says, " Neverthe-

ng covered

ire on that

subject than most church papers would like to say.

public assemblies with theii

editor of the Youtk's Compt.

less, the apostle's word aboul

force."

At the Annual Meeting of the Old Order Breth
n, held near Rossville, Ind., June 6, four pape ,;
:re acted on. One paper recommends that, whet,

-ither prophecy, the reade,
Another says, that elders

lother congregation, need not be
d and kiss; the reading of a prop.

is regarded as sufficient. The
nds that elders do not remove

gaged in the anointing services,

discourages the use of tobacco. All
i of their Annual Conferences, since

r published in pamphlet form.

reading a Psali

should rise to his feet

on moving into ;

received with ha

erly-signed letb

third papi

their coats while

The last

the deci

1886, art

Our Church Directory is solely for the benefit of

churches and missions located in large cities,

—

such places as are likely to be visited by brethren

who travel, and where the place of worship cannot
be found by an ordinary amount of inquiry. We
mean such cities as Chicago, New York, Washing-
ton, Baltimore, etc

While on his way to preaching, Sunday morn-
ng, Aug. 29, Bro. Daniel Keller, of Huntsdale, Pa

,

tias struck by a freight train, and soon afterwards

lied from injuries received. Bro. Philip Foust was
n the buggy with him at the time, and was so se-

erely injured that he died the next day. The sad
occurrence rendered it necessary to have the two
funerals jointly.

From the " preface " of a recent collection of the
Minutes of the Old Order Brethren, we learn that

it is now rulable for them to have but twelve men
on their Standing Committee. This prompts us to
say that at the Jerusalem council, mentioned in

Acts 15, the " apostles and elders" are so closely

associated in. their work, that we can see no reasor

whatever, for taking the twelve apostles as authori-

ty for an equal number of men to constitute ;

Standing Committee, In this council the apostle;

to have acted together in every

In order to get ready for the great rush of work
that comes upon us next week, we close up this pa.

per, and go to press two days in advance of the us-

ual time. Of our next issue we must print not less

than 40,000 copies. To accomplish this will tax

our large press to its utmost capacity, and make a

good deal of night running necessary. But we feel

red that this large edition will not only please

all of our present readers, but that it will be wel-

comed in the homes of thousands of others. We
have never before sent out anything like it. To get

this issue ready for the press has required weeks
of hard work, and a great deal of careful planning,

Now d then a writer thinks we should publish

cation for the reason that it was dictat-

ed to him by the Holy Spirit. On reading such re-

marks, we are always impressed with the thought
that such persons stand very much in need of some
special instructions, concerning the nature, office,

and work of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit has re-

corded his mind on religious subjects in the Bible,

and those who would know the mind of the Spirit,

on these subjects, must go to the Book for it. For

one to maintain that the Spirit is revealing to him
what he shall write, and then hold up that claim as

an argument in defense of his teachings, is to mis-

represent the purpose of the Spirit in the great

scheme of redemption. Outside of what is in the Bi-

ble, there is no known revelation from the Spirit.

particular.

Some one writes us of a minister who seems to

have been born lazy, and still shows no disposition

to move faster than he can help. Instead of infus-

ing the members with life and energy, the members
must put life into him, and, to their regret, it does
not last from one Sunday to another. The Lord
has no use for that kind of ambassadors. He wants
men, who, in their Christian work, will "stretch ev-
ery nerve, and press with vigor on." Such men
need to study the life of Paul, and endeavor to be-
come followers of him in activity and zeal, as well
as in doctrine.

Anothe

»idely

of peace

ged and faithful pilgrim has g
ne. Bro. Hiel Hamilton, so

known and so well beloved among our peopl
at the home of his daughter, in Kokomo, lnd., Aug.
25, at the age of eighty-six years and past. We
have few preachers among us more highly respected
than Bro. Hamilton. He was always on the side

and many times has he been known to
a the troubled waters in a most edifying
In his prime he was an interesting preach-

er, but in the community where he was best known,
his actions spoke louder than his words. It could
well be said of him that he was a beloved disciple.

His preaching was full of love. No one could lis-

ten to him without feeling that he was in the pres-
ence of a noble-minded man, who loved the Lord
and was delighted in his service. One by one our
aged veterans pass from us, and before many years
they shall all be resting in the tomb, await iafj the
call to the first and glorious resurrcstion.

Elsewhere in this paper, Bro. S. M. Forney has

n encouraging report concerning work that he has

een doing in the Nebraska mission field. During
his recent trip, twelve were received into the

church by confession and baptism, and there are

yet two to be baptized. This work was done at a

new point, where the minds of the people had been
prepared by the reading of the Messenger and

tracts. It can thus be seen that it pays to place

the Messenger in families where more light on the

Gospel is desired. The Mission Board of Nebraska
acted wisely in having the paper sent to a few fami-

lies in the locality referred to, and we can now see

the result. We trust that this may prompt others

to make an extensive use of the paper and tracts in

the new fields where the work can be followed up
by preaching.

Not long since, it was our pleasure to happen at

,a brother's house, where over two dozen children

had been invited to spend the afternoon, and Ihen

enjoy a well-prepared supper. As we watched
these little people, who thought only of the bright

side of life, we thought of the influence that they
will probably exert when the affairs of the

church and state shall pass into their hands.

Then we thought how much better it would be for

them, could more attention be given to making
their lives pleasant, and along this line develop
them, and prepare them for great usefulness. In

far too many instances we do not keep the happi-

ness of the little people in view. And we further

believe that if more attention were given to this

consideration, we would be the better prepared to

fit our children for the great responsibilities that

must one day rest upon their shoulders. If we
want our children to grow up useful and happy, we
must give them much of the sunshine of life.

They will see enough of the shadows later on. We
pity the children that are reared in homes where no

sflgjtp arc tnpde tosurronou them witt* ifcg sunthine

ol life.
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We had our harvest meeting at the Silver Creek

house last Saturday. The meeting was largely at-

tended, and much interest was taken in the services.

We had preaching in the forenoon, and at the close

of the service a collection was taken up for the

World-Wide Mission Fund. After dinner an inter-

esting and instructive children's meeting was held.

The day was a delightful one, and everybody

seemed to enjoy th>

The grape seasont

should have grape -ju

Communioi

to be some

here, and each congregation

: canned and ready for the

In each church there ought

hose business it is to attend to

this. The grapes may be heated, then pressed, the

juice strained, heated, and canned, like fruit. It

will then keep any length of time without ferment-

ing. It may be sweetened to suit the taste. The

"fruit of the vine" thus prepared, is to be com-

mended for all of our Communion services, while,

on the other hand, we should do everything possi-

ble to discourage the use of the intoxicating ele-

ment. So far as we know, nearly all of our church-

es are now using the unfermented " fruit of the

vine."

SUNDAY SCHOOL HELPS.

One of our most active and energetic Sunday

school workers writes us, strongly commending the

excellence of our Sunday school Quarterlies, a

of the valuable help they afford in studying the l

sons. But he says he recently visited a Sunday

school where the Quarterlies were misused,

teacher confined himself entirely to the questi

set down, and the scholars read their answers from

the Quarterly. This mode of procedure made

the recitation of the lesson dull, lifeless, and little

more than mechanical to our brother.

It should be borne in mind that the Quarterlies

are to be used as helps in the study of the lessons,

and are not intended to recite from, No teacher in

our common schools would think of allowing the

pupil to open his book and recite his lesson from it.

The lesson must be studied, using the Quarterly as

a help. The thoughtful teacher will only use the

suggestive questions as helps to others. He will

add to, change, and vary, to suit the various mem-

bers of his class.

As much as possible, the advanced Sunday

school scholar should take the Bible with him to

the school, and use it instead of the Quarterly, in

the class. If the Quarterly is used it should only

be to read the lesson from. In this respect, it is

simply a reprint of the Bible, but the Bible should

be in hand to look up references and read such por-

tions of Scripture as may have a bearing on the les-

son. Having the Bible in hand, will not, however,

insure a good recitation. The Sunday school les-

son must be studied through the week, if the class-

work on the Lord's Day is to rise above the dull-

ness of common mediocrity. In the study of the

lesson at home the Quarterly fills its place. Only

the few have access to commentaries and, to those

deprived of this advantage, the Quarterly becomes

indispensable. If the lesson be carefully studied at

home, the class work will show the work, and then,

whether the lesson be read from the Bible or

Quarterly, the recitation will be lively and full of

terest.

We have heard some condemn, in unmeasured

terms, the use of Quarterlies and commentaries, in

studying the Bible. Such condemnation shows a

lack of knowledge. One might as well condemn

the use of the dictionary in the study of the Eng-

lish language. One says the commentators do not

all a«rec; neither do the dictionaries, but there is a

general agreement on so many points, that it is fol-

- throw away the labors of thoughtful men on

9ta which we are studying. Wo ahould I*arn

*«a Art *b«w? a*" QtmrHflHli ****" W* &*»*

gifts we have may become an injury to us if we mis-

use them. The Brethren's Quarterlies are among
the best in every respect, and better than the best

in this that they contain all the doctrine of the

Gospel taught in the lesson. Thera is no letting

n on the subjects of feet-washing, baptism, the

Lord's Supper, modest apparel, and kindred topics.

ir Sunday school Quarterlies and literature

should be used, not abused, in every Sunday school

in our Brotherhood, for the following reasons:

1. They are published by the church, for the

church.

2. A committee appointed by Annual Meeting

has a general oversight of all our Sunday school

Literature.

3 They are prepared by able, thoughtful men

4. They contain all the principles of the doc-

trines of Christ, and, hence, are the very best found

in the field of Sunday school literature.

5. The profits, arising from the publication and

sale of our Sunday school supplies, go to sending

out missionaries, building churchhouses, and

spreading the Gospel.

6. By using the Brethren's Quarterlies and publi-

cations, we become unified in all our church work,

WAS THINKING.

This is a rather common expression, and we

glad of it, because it is a good thing to think,

we do too little of it. Sometimes, at our preaching

services, a good sermon is delivered, and the broth

er at his side becomes so interested that he follows

with: " I was thinking," and he tells his thoughts,

sometimes to edification, sometimes otherwise.

As we said, it is a good thing to think, but we

should learn to think at the right time, and say our

thoughts at seasonable hours. We, as ministers,

often do not think until we hear those talk who

have been thinking. Then thoughts come to us as

an inspiration. We get so full that we run over a^id

our thoughts are, in this way, largely lost. What

we need, in our sermonizing, is more solid thinking,

—not filling up dry skeletons, but creating along

new lines of thought.

There are a number of ways of preparing ser-

mons. One is to sit down and commit sermons

produced by others, and palm them off as originals.

This is ministerial theft, and is no more juslifiab'e

than stealing apples from the farmer, or sugar from

the producer, although generally not considered so

Laziness, and a lack of thinking, gives this kind

of sermons, and they are necessarily poor stuff at

best,—a soulless declaiming, such as schoolboys

do to show their aptness in committing and deliver-

ing. They are without purpose, as far as the audi-

ence is concerned, and lack adaptability,

ister must place himself in the relation to his hear-

ers that a cook does to those for whom the food is

prepared. He rriust know the tastes and wants of

his hearers, and provide and prepare the food ac-

cordingly.

To do this requires careful study and close think-

ing. If we do not do this, our preaching will be

largely random work, with probably more missing

than hitting. With the ministry there are times

" in season and out of season." To know when and

wheke calls for much thinking.

But "I was thinking" applies not only to the

minist'y. We all should think much more than we

do If we would, there would not be so many fool-

ish things done and glaring sins committed. It is

a very interesting and profitable thing to do,—to

sit down and do some careful and connected think-

ing. How often do we hear it said: " I did not

think," "he did not think." In all these cases,

mistakes have been made by not thinking,—and

would have been avoided if a little forethought had

been exercised.

Did you ever notice the thoughtful man? There

are times when he is so wholly absorbed in his own

thoughts that he is indifferent to everything going

on around him. If his attention is called to his

seeming indifference, he will tell you: "I was

thinking." Do you ever get into such moods?

Yes, you do, and they are the most profitable mo-

ments of your lives. Do you remember the time in

which you did much thinking? It was when you

were battling against sin,—when your soul was

sickened with the hu=ks, and was reaching out for

that which satisfieth. " I thought on my ways and

turned my feet to the sure testimonies of the Lord."

It was a good thing to do, and you should keep on

in the same way. Think back of the now, over

your starting time. Think what you have been

since, what you are now, and what you will be here-

after.

The fathers and mothers should do much think-

ng in their homes. The Lord has made you a

teward and overseers. He has given you homes

and children. About these you have been think-

og,—perhaps some of it too late. We once heard

l father say: '" I was, just now, thinking about my
children,—what I had better do." Yes, that is a

onderful subject for thought,—we do not know of

any greater. "What shall I do for them?" On

the decision may hang their eternal destiny. For

Christian father to carefully think a'ong this line,

Another kind is what 1

of th(

ent, rath

may call " compiled ser-

mons," the same as many books are compiled.

These are instructive in proportion as the author

has power for arranging. Part of such sermons

may be selections from the written thoughts of

others, interspersed with Biblical quotations in

such a way as to adapt them to the ne.

hearers. This mode of construction req°

careful thinking, but it is that of arrangei

er than that of production. Indeed, it requires

more skill than original thinking, and yet gives

less satisfactory results. It is using prepared ma-

terial, instead of taking it from the rough. The

mark of the designer's hand is not seen on its face,

nor is his spirit given forth from the words uttered,

—unless the whole has been digested and assimi-

lated, which is seldom done by the man who is not

habituated to personal thinking.

The better way to prepare sermons is by solid

and careful thinking- Preaching has in it the ele-

ments qI teaching and fted>'ngr~liirgcly the latter,

. iB0
* M do it iulislevily »«d s«c*p*ahly,tk9 «»*»-

afc.

lindsThe developing and shaping of the

lives of our children, is a wonderful responsibility.

And when parents do careful thinking along this

line, we can look for good results.

What shall I do for them? Well, I will think.

They must be clothed and fed,—that is plain

nust beenough. Their associations

guarded, they must be educated. W
send them? Where it will cost least,

best inducements are held out? Yes, some

do in this way,— those who don't think.

Christian father who loves his children, ;

places a higher estimate upon their religio

fully

s shall I

here the

! say and

But the

and who

train-

ing than the intellectual, before decidmg, will say:

" I was thinking," and the decision will be to place

his children where the surroundings and influences

are safest. Dollars and cents do not count when

the safety of souls is at stake.

We think now of fathers who did not think as a

Christian should think, until it was too late to think

savingly. There is such a thing as being penny-,

wise and pound-foolish, but not with those who do

careful thinking. Of Israel, the Lord has said:

"My people do not think,"—will not consider.

Thinh 00 these things! May the Lord give us all

wiodom, tH^t w« m»y not only thinks but thinU

*1|*1»J "• ° *
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QUERISTS' DEPARTMENT.

Why did St. John ask this question (Matt. II: 2, 3, 4, 5),

when such wonderful evidence was given him in St. John 1:

2C--6?—E. L.

The question referred to is, where John, in pris-

on, sent two of his disciples to Jesus, and asked

him, " Art thou he that should come, or do we look

for another? " Though a man sent from God, John

was human, and while confined in prison, felt the

need of the comforting influence that additional

testimony would bring to his soul. It was but nat-

ural that he should seek the evidence referred to,

in addition to that he already possessed.

Does the Bible harmonize in the declaration of Christ to

the Scribes and Pharisees, Matt. 12: 40, with his burial and
resurrection as to the lime he was in the grave? Please give

the harmony.

—

Maggie M. Good.

This subject is very ably treated in an article, by

J. W. Mi Garvcy, which appeared on page 322, in

No. 21. The communication is taken from a little

book, entitled, "Jesus and Jonah," It is the most

satisfactory exposition we have ever read on the

Scripture cited by our querist. The book referred

to, can be ordered from this office. Price, 50 cents.

Please explain the two following passages of Scripture: 2

Cor. 5: 21," For he hath made him to be sin for us who knew
no sin." Heb. 4: 15. last clause, " Yet without sin." One says

he was "made to tic sin," the other says, " yet without sin."

—

A. Haws.

The former says he " knew no sin," while the lat-

ter states that he was "without sin." The meaning
is the same. But by the expression, "he hath

made him to be sin for us," is meant that he was in

the likeness of sinful flesh, and became the bearer

of our sins. Though he had no sins or guilt of his

own, yet he stood in the place of the guilty, and suf-

fered the penalty in our stead.

Does Art. 18. Minutes of Annual Meeting, 1887, where it

says, "to support and defend the principles of the Gospel on
all points, as held and practiced by our Brotherhood," include
tobacco?—AT. F.

It at least does not permit a minister to talk in

favor of, or throw any of his influence on the side

of tobacco. Should he have some mild, private

views regarding the use of tobacco, it is his duty to

keep such views to himself, but he must not use the

weed himself.

In a recent issue of the Messenokr you seem to encourage
members to attend popular Sunday school conventions. If

elders and ministers attend these meetings, will they not en-
courage the younger members to forsake their Sunday schools
and meeting, to attend these "Sunday School Conventions,"
"Children's Days," and other popular gatherings of a worldly
character? Members will attend with a view to outdo others
in singing, etc. Is not such a worldly spirit, and does not our
Aunual Meeting advise against such?—B. E. B.

The language used by us, as it appears on page

490, does not encourage members to attend places

where they have no business, and where they can-

not consistently represent the Lord's cause. And
while one who conducts himself properly may, with
propriety, deliver a creditable talk at a Sunday
school meeting, held by others, still we would urge
that no one forsake his post of duty for such a pur-

pose, and especially so, should he be the means of
leading others away from our schools, and away
from their classes. What Paul says in I Cor. 8: 13,
concerning the eating of the meat that leads to
offense, will apply in full force to this question.

How can a man with a large family obey the command
"fasting," and keep it concealed from the family? The Gos-
pel says that we should not let our left hand know what our
right hand doeth.—L. I.

It is not necessary that one keep his fasting con-
cealed from his own family, or any one else who
happens to be directly associated with him. This
Scripture (Matt. 6: 3 and 18) means that we should
not purposely make a display of our charity or our
personal religious acts. That is, we should not
serve God, or do good to our fellow man merely
for display.

J H. M

' HOME * AND * FAMILY i

THE BOYLESS TOWN.

A CROSS old woman of long ago
Declared that she hated noise;

"The town would be si, pleasant, you know,
If only there were no boys."

She scolded and fretted about it till

Her eyes grew heavy as lead,

And then, of a sudden, the town grew still,

For all the boys had fled.

And all through the long and dusty street

There wasn't a boy in view;

"flic baseball lot where they used to meet
Wa: sight t nake : I, hi.

The grass was growing on every base,

And the paths that the runners made;
For there wasn't a soul in all the place

Who knew how the game was played.

The dogs were sleeping the livelong day

—

Why should they bark or leap?

There wasn't a whistle or call to play.

And so they could only sleep.

The pony neighed from his lonely stall.

And longed for saddle and rein;

And even the birds on the garden wall,

Chirped only a dull refrain.

The cherries rotted and went to waste

—

There was no one to climb the trees;

And nobody had a single taste.

Save only the birds and bees.

There wasn't a messenger boy—not one
To speed as such messengers can;

If people wanted their errands done,
They sent for a messenger-man.

There was little, I ween, of frolic and noise;

There was less of cheer and mirth;
The sad old town, since it lacked its boys,

Was the dreariest place on earth.

The poor old woman began to weep;
Then woke with a sudden scream:

" Dear me! " she cried; " I have been asleep.

And oh, what a horrid dream! "

—Robert Clarkson Tongue, in St. Nicholas.

STEPMOTHERS.

I heard a very pleasant thing the other day, said
by a lad in his teens about his stepmother. This
lady had evidently succeeded in winning his affec-
tions and gaining his entire approbation, for he re-

marked to some friends, "You ought to know my
mother; she's just smooth." This adjective on the
lips of a boy conveys the superlative of apprecia-
tion, and even though it be slang, is, coming from
m, very convincing and expressive.

Perhaps it is because the stepmother treads on
ch delicate ground that she has been, from early

ages, the otjet cf aversion in literature, while in

life she is apt to be looked upon with great sus-
'>n and jealousy. When the stepmother walks

out with her brood there are not wanting critical

eyes to observe whether the children's dress is as
and neat as it ought to be; whether they look

happy and well-fed and are well-behaved; whether
e is a difference made between the stepmother's
children and those of the first wife—in short,

the poor woman falls under a sharp 6re of criticism
from the people who have a right to observe her
doings, and from the people quite on the outside,
who have no right in the matter at all.

n the fairy books it is always the stepmother
who is cruel, hateful and unjust, who sets her step-
daughters to spinning and weaving and scrubbing
and untangling great skeins of silk, while her own

: complacently loll in easy-chairs or walk
abroad in silk attire. The fairy books simply voice
the general opinion of humanity: that stepmother-
hood necessarily means clinging with great partial-

ity to one's own offspring, to the children who are
tone of one's bone and flesh of one's flesh. So it is

eally a very brave woman who assumes the office
of stepmother, or else it is a very thoughtless one,
who has little conception of the task before her.
Among the noblest women I have ever known,

the sweetest, the most generous, the most utterly
self-forgetful have been stepmothers, and they have
borne the burden and heat of the day, and brought
up their husband's children with as much tender-

Sept, 11, 1897,

ness, fidelity and good common sense as an own
mother could have done. Exceptions to this rule
may be found. There are women whose self-love
is so intense, and whose maternal natures are so
narrow, that they should never undertake the
charge of children. Possibly their instinct may
tide them over hard times with their own, but they
should not attempt the task of bringing up children
who are not really akin to them. They cannot do
it; they will be constantly unfair, and they will

rightly incur the unkind comments of those who
see them in a false position.

In the "Life of Maria Edgeworth " we find what
may be called a glorification of the stepmother,
quite surpassing anything else which I remember.
In the first place, Mr. Edgeworth married, when
not yet twenty years old, the daughter of a neigh-
bor, a beautiful girl who proved uncongenial.
Their few years of married life dragged along un-
happily, the wife unloved and neglected, the hus-
and keeping away from home most of the time,

hree children were born to these parents, one of
horn was Maria, the gifted novelist, whose works

were among the finest earlier productions of the
English novel. A few months after the death of

Mrs. Edgeworth, Maria's poor mother, her husband
found a mate whom he greatly admired and loved.

1 she proved not only a

mchanting and judiciousdevoted

stepi

'ife, but ;

the

After awhile, Honora died. In less than a year
her place was taken by her sister, Elizabeth, who
became Mr. Edgeworth's third wife. She, too, was
a wonderful success as a stepmother, almost wor-
shiped by the two sets of children who were there
to receive her, and by her own children who came
along in due course. Years passed, and she, too,

followed her predecessors into the world of shadow.
After a slightly longer interval the widower again
married. The four h wife proved as charming a
stepmother to the large family as the others had
done. She survived Mr. Edgeworth, and lived to
an extreme old age. The relations between herself
and Maria were singularly delightful and harmoni-
ous to the very end. The whole story is a very re-

markable one; I think not to paralleled in biogra
phy, yet a true tale of real life. At all events, such
facile loving is hardly to our taste as that of the
triumphant Mr. Edgeworth, who had an amazing
faculty for making every one about him his devot-
ed slave. I doubt whether the woman of our peri-

od would so easily fall under his spell. ,

I have myelf repeatedly known families in which
there were two or three different sets of children,
all living together in the most beautiful and de-
lightful amiability and harmony, so that there

ted really no difference in the love the parents
had for their own children and for the children

ight into the home by the circumstance of their

parents marrying when each had already a little

tribe to bring under the roof. The truth is that
children are very loving, and very forgiving, and

e easily conciliated, and if the mother in the step-

other's place acts in a sweet and womanly fashion,

te will almost always draw them to her. But she
must beware of selfishness; she must be careful in

thing to be petty or foolishly exacting; nor must
e expect perfection from immature minds. The
ither who is in heaven, no doubt if she can see

from her serene home what is going on below,
ks with special approval on I he woman who steps
ind takes kind and gentle care of the little ones

she has left.

"To offer a private apology for a public affront

to aggravate the original offense. If you have
id anything to damage your brother in the eyes

of his fellow men, and have since become assured
hat there was no ground for your utterance, the
only honorable course for you to pursue is to with-
draw your remark as publicly as you originally

made it. It may not be easy for you to adopt this

policy; but, as your manhood is at stake, you can
not do anything less. To evade so manifest an ob-
ligation is to show yourself lacking in principle,"
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From Parsons, Kans.

On Saturday night of each week we meet at some
brother's home for cottage prayer meeting. These

meetings are attended by the aged as well as the

young. We also have a Sunday school which was

organized April 1. The average attendance is fifty.

The number in attendance does not increase much,

but this does not discourage us, as we feet that the

Lord will bless our labors.

Bro. Sidney Hodgden (our elder) preaches for

us on the first and third Sundays of each month,

and Bro. Morrow on the second and fourth Sun-

days. Our services are held in the fourth ward

school building, in the northwestern part of the

town. We would be glad to have ministering

brethren, passing through Parsons, to stop and

preach for us. Such calls are always thankfully re-

ceived among us.

Friday, Aug. 27, we expect Bro. W. B. Sell, of

Fredonia, to begin a series of meetings, continuing

until after the love feast, which will be held Sept.

II. The series of meetings and love feast will be

held in a tent on West Clark Avenue, instead of at

the home of Bro. Cornelius, north of town, as was
previously stated in the Gospel Messenger. All,

especially ministering brethren, are kindly invited

to attend. Nora Rench.

25/7 Forest Avftiue, Aug. 33.

From the Ludlow Church, Darke Co., Ohio.

Our quarterly council was held Aug 2t in the

Painter Creek house. One member was received

by letter, and one was restored,

Our aged deacon, Bro. Ben. Longenecker, who
has very creditably held the office of church

Treasurer for nearly thirty years, by his own re-

quest, was released, and Bro. David Swinger ap-

pointed in his stead.

With much regret we report the very feeble

health of Sister Stutsman, which, according to med-
ical advice, will necessitate the removal of our

worthy elder, Jesse Stutsman, with his enfeebled

companion, to a milder climate, — probably in

Crocket County, Western Tennessee. Bro. Stuts-

man has spent the best part of his life faithfully

and zealously in the ministry in the Ludlow church,

and much of this time he has had the oversight

of several other local churches. During the thir-

ty years of active work he has preached five hun-

dred funerals and attended seven hundred council-

meetings.

Though the harvest of his sowing may continue

for many years after he is gone, yet he has had

the pleasure of witnessing the growth of the

home church to ^ large membership, and an in-

creased activity in Christian work. Quite a de-

gree of sadness and regret is expressed by not

only members of the church, but by the community
in general, to learn that the old familiar home-
stead, which Bro. Stutsman and family have occu-

pied for nearly thirty years, and which had just

previously been occupied by that pioneer minister

of the Brethren church, Fred Stauffer, for so many
years, and which has become familiar to so many,
by the Annual Meeting of 1886 being held there-

on, is to be sold,

A large attendance of members met in special

council in the Pittsburg house Aug. 28, at 10 A. M.
Quite a number of ministers from neighboring

districts were present, Bro. Granville Minnich,

one of our deacons, was elected to the ministry.

Bro. Jacob Brumbaugh was advanced to the sec-

ond degree of the ministry. Our harvest meeting

was held in the afternoon. Bro, I, J. Rosenberger
and D. D Wine, each gave a very interesting and

instructive sermon, well suited to the occasion.

A collection of over twenty-one dollars was taken
up for church purposes,

This year our Sunday schools hold a special

collection each quarter, for some missionary pur-

pose. Thus far the special collections have
amounted to more than all the regular collections,

which are sufficient to meet the expenses of the

Sunday school, including nearly 100 Young Disci-

ples. We believe Sunday schools that have no
system in raising funds for some noble purpose,
will do well to try a special collection each quar-
ter. Announce the proposed collection a week
or two previous; then impress the importance of

feeding the thousands who are starving, either

spiritually or physically, or both.

Painter Creek, Ohio, Aug, jo.

: Mil

April 5, the first two inmates moved in, and so
they continued to come, until the eighth one, Sister

Lydia Myers, from Ephrata, Pa., whose husband,
Israel Myers, has been buried now almost twenty-
seven years, moved in June 14- her age being 82
years. There are two of this age; the youngest one
is 60 years of age.

They all like the place and enjoy the associa-

tions. We have preaching every four weeks on
Sunday afternoons and evening services between,

Those who have, for years, been unable to attend

public worship, highly appreciate these occasions.

The brethren finding that the present building is

too small, to accommodate the pressing applica-

tions, have decided, by the consent of the share-

holders, to remove a small part of the house, and
build a large wing to the main building, which will

make comfortable rooms. The work is now begun,
and we hope, if the Lord will, to be able to fill them
in due time. We have all enjoyed reasonably good
health to the present date. Barbara Weaver,
Aug, 23. ^___-__^_

Death of Eld. Enoch L. Brower.

Bro. E. L. Brower was a son of Eld, Daniel and
Sister Nancy Brower, and was born near Her-
mitage, Augusta Co., Va., May 7, I031. He joined

the Brethren church in April, 1&61, and was elected

to the effice of deacon in November, 1868, and to

the ministry Sept. i, 1869. He was advanced to

the second degree, May, 1871, and ordained Aug. 6,

1F84. He was married to Hannah Wine, Nov. 3,

I8j3, which union was blessed with eleven children,

ten of whom are still living,

The last years of his life were spent mainly in

church work, in which he took a very active inter-

est. He was a wise counselor, a loyal, prompt and

ready speaker on all important subjects that would

come before our council and District Meetings.

Much of his time was spent among the churches,

in council and committee work. He was* an excel-

lent moderator. Then, too, he was one of the very

best men in the home mission field. The last few

years of his life he drove hundreds of miles over

mountains and vast stretches of rough country, do-

ing missionary work in isolated places, where he

was much loved by all, even the children calling

him " Bro. Brower." He was very kind to the poor,

with whom he spent much of his time. He felt

that he belonged to the church, and to her he gave

his time and labor.

For many years he preached on Mountain Top,

and was anxious to see a churchhouse built there.

He lived to see the work begun, but was called

home before it was completed.

Barren Ridge, his church home, is an old struc-

ture, and steps have been taken to build a new

house, To aid in the work, one of the last loving

acts of his life was, to give a liberal subscription

towards its erection.

It was in this church that I sat when a boy,

twenty-eight years ago, and heard his first efforts

shortly after his election to the ministry. It was

here that he preached his last sermon, only two

days before his death, in the form of a warm and

tie thou

10: 29.

s to his

« miles

horseback,

ship, and

pressing invitation, from the words, "(

with us, and we will do thee good." Nui
On Monday he went with one of his j

grazing farm, on the mountain, about tw
from home, returning in the evening on
ate his supper, conducted his family \

retired in his usual health, without a word oit_._.
plaint. He slept soundly until about 4 A. M„
when he awoke, got up, feeling sick, and in a few
moments sank back upon his bed and became un-
conscious. Two physicians were called, and all

that could be done by loving hearts and hands
could not restore him to consciousness.

Thus passed away a great and good man, July ao,

1897, aged sixty-six years, two months and thirteen
days. He will be greatly missed in the church, as
well as in the home, where he was a devoted hus-
band and loving father.

Funeral obsequies were held in a large Menno-
nite church, near by, in presence of an immense
audience, by Eld. Joseph Cline, W. B. Yount and
the writer. E. D, Kendig,

Stuarts Draft, Va.
t Aug. 20.

From Arkadelphla, Ark.

Wb made an appointment on the first Sunday in

August for preaching, which we filled as best we
could and continued the meetings until the next
Sunday at n o'clock, preaching nine doctrinal ser-

mons on the different ordinances, as practiced by
the Brethren. We had a good meeting and good
attendance. Three made the good confession and
since than two more express themselves as being
ready to go with us, We have set the day to do the
baptizing. It will take place eleven miles west of

Arkadelphia, Sept. 3. Next day we will have a
council. We will also have preaching on the even-
ings of Sept. 3 and 4; also on Sunday, at eleven
o'clock.

Bro. D. L Forney stopped off here recently and
preached one sermon, six miles north of Arkadel-
phia. That is the only preaching we have had by
Brethren, except myself, for twelve years, I once
had a good start here, with nineteen members, but
through sickness I lost my hold. Other denomina-
tions came in and took my appointments. Through
bodily infirmity I could not travel a-foot, and was
not able to hire, so preaching c ould only be done as

I was able. I preached at var ous places but held

no protracted meetings. I arr now getting ready
for work again, and would like much if some of our
Brethren would come to see us and preach for us.

Then people will know that I am not alone in the

work, J. W. Gephart.
Aug, 22,

From Baltimore AM,

In company with one of our ministers, J. A.

Smith, in making the annual church visit, we
deemed it an opportune time to speak a good
word for our much-loved church paper,—the Gos-

pel Messenger.
As a result of this effort, out of fourteen fam-

ilies, not taking the Messenger, we secured twelve

subscriptions for the " Trial Offer,"—three months
for only 25 cents. Many of these, we believe, will

continue the Messenger regularly after this.

At the home of one sister we were greatly im-

pressed with our visit. Her husband, who is not

a member of our church, is entirely deaf, and

greatly afflicted in his speech, due to a fall some

years ago. In order that we could converse with

him, a blank book was handed us, and with pencil

we conversed about the salvation of his soul, stat-

ing we would love to have him accompany us on

our heavenly journey. Then I showed him a

"Trial Offer" slip for the Messenger and, after

some explanations by writing, he gave me his

subscription. Though he cannot hear anything,

he attends the Brethren's services very regularly

in Woodberry, and seems to enjoy them. He
understands a great deal from the motion of the

lips, when at preaching, etc. God is wonderfully

blessing our work in Balrimore. J. S. Geishr.

j6oj Edniandson, Ave., Aug. 2j.
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Notes x from x our x Correspondents.

INDIANA.

Bachelor's Ron.—We held our harvest meeting

Aug. 22, at our upper house. We had a fair at-

tendance. The adjoining churches were well repre-

sented. Bro. W. S. Toney, of Cass County, did the

preaching, both morning and afternoon. All en-

joyed it. Before closing, a collection was taken

for the India sufferers and mission work. It

amounted to $i\.\$.—Josepk Clingenpeel, Aug, 23.

Anderson Church.—Our council was held last

night. Much business was disposed of. It was

unanimously decided to request Eld. I. J. Rosen-

berger to conduct a series of meetings, here, in the

near future.—/. S. Alldredge, 214 Cincinnati Ave.,

Aug. 22,

Elkhart Ohnrch.—We held our harvest meeting

in the West Goshen house Aug. 19, at 10: 30. Our

church was well represented, and quite a number

were with us from adjoining congregations. Bro.

Hillery delivered a very able discourse from Psalm

107: 22, after which a collection was taken for the

mission cause, resulting in raising 8(7.27. The
congregation then retired to the lawn, where re-

freshments were partaken of. In the afternoon we
had short mission talks. It was a day well spent.

—David R. Myers, Goshen, Ind., Aug. 21,

Rockrun.—Our harvest meeting 1

ed. Bro. I

forenoon st

Farmer."

attend-

Parker, of Elkhart, conducted the

rvice, his theme being "The Christian

It was well delivered. During the after

ber of brethren and sisters gave short

, mission work, after which a collection

or missions. At our last quarterly coun-

cil we appointed solicitors to collect funds for

the Northern Indiana Mission, and they are one by

one turning their dimes and dollars over to the

treasurer. Our series of meetings will commence
Sept. 18. Bro. William Neff is to do the preach-

ing.—/. A. Milhr, Goshen, Ind., Aug 26,

Portage Prairie.—Our harvest meeting was held

Aug. 26. The attendance was good and the meet-

ing a very pleasant one. Quite a number from the

adjacent churches cheered us by their presence.

The ministers were, Wm. R Deeter, Hiram Kreigh-

baum, Eli Roose, and Bro. Bonsocks. We had
services at 10: 30 A. M. by Bro. W R. Deeter. Aft-

er a social repast, at noon, a children's meeting was
held at 2 P. M., conducted by Eld. Ell Roose.
This service was followed by a missionary discourse

by Eld. W. R. Deeter. Timely and valuable assis-

tance was rendered by the other ministers. The
collection for the home mission fund amounted to

S6.47.— Geo. D. Zollers, South Bend, Ind., Aug. 27,

Walkerton.—Our regular church meeting was
held Aug. 21. Much work came before the meet-
ing but everything passed off harmoniously. We
decided to hold our Communion Oct. 2, at the East
house, three miles northwest of Lapaz. Brethren
coming by train will be met at LaPaz. Services
are to commence at 4 o'clock.—/. Hilderbrand, Aug.
30.

ILLINOIS.

Oakley Ohurch.-Owing to sickness in the family
of Bro. Henry Frantz, the series of meetings in the
Oakley church, III., has been postponed one week,
commencing Sept. 18, with Communion meeting
Sept. 24, at 4 P. M.—B.J. Blickcnstaff, Aug, 30,

Yellow Creek Church.—We have just closed a
very interesting series of meetings, conducted by
Elder J. G. Royer. He came to us Aug. 21, and
preached, in all, eleven soul cheering sermons. Our
brother labored earnestly for us, and as an imine-

ising young men came out on
were baptized. Many more

were almost persuaded. May they decide soonl
Our prayer is that this may be the beginning of a
large ingathering among us. On Sunday, Aug. 22,
Sister Cora Eby, who is dangerously ill, called for
the elders of the church and was anointed.—tl E.
Keltner, Pearl City, III., Aug. 30.

diate result, four p:

the Lord's side a

Mt. Vernon.—This church met in council, Aug.
28, with Eld. Henry Lilligh presiding. We decided
to change the time of holding our love feast from
Sept. 18 to Oct. 16. It will be held at the house of

Bro. Jacob Angle, five miles northeast of Mt. Ver-
non, at 2 o'clock P. M.—D. Z. Angle, Aug, 30.

OHIO.

Silver Creek.—The members of this church had
two missionary meetings. One occurred July 11,

the other, Aug. 15. They resulted in a collection of

S29 7&,—$10.21 for mission work, and gig 5; for the

India sufferers. May the Lord's blessing go with
it!—A. A. Throne, Pioneer, Ohio.

Notice.—Those desiring to attend the Ministrial

Meeting of the Northwestern District of Ohio, to be
held in the Lafayette Church, Oct. 7 and 8, and
coming by way of the P. Ft. W. & C. R. R. will be
met at Lafayette, on the afternoon of Oct. 6, and on
the morning of the 7th. Those coming over the C.

& E. R. R. will be met at Harrod at the same time
and date. Those coming to Lima will be met Oct.

6, by notifying the undersigned.

—

C. L. WHkins, Aug.
26, Harrod, Ohio.

Wooster Church.—The members of this church

met in quarterly council on Saturday, Aug. 21. Bro.

Eli Holmes acted as our moderator. Everything
passed off pleasantly. The church decided to hold
a series of meetings sometime during the fall. We
elected brethren Simon Winters and Israel Hoover
as delegates to District Meeting. Our Sunday
school was well attended all summer. Bro. Martin

Moomaw is our superintendent—Maria Runkle,

Weilersvitle, Ohio, Aug. 7.

NEBRASKA.

Octavia.—Aug. 14 this church met in council.

The annual visit was made prior to the council. The
visiting brethren reported everything in love and
union. Our elder, G. W. Stambaugh, presided.

The church decided to hold a Communion meeting
Sept. 18 and 19, at the home of Bro. Jerry Keller.

—

/. G. Kilh'fntr.

McClean.—Bro. S. M. Forney was with us .recent-

ly, and now there are twelve more brethren here,

making fifteen in all,—six at Upper Spotted Tail

district, two at Mills, six miles west, and seven at

Lute's, eight miles still further west. Several oth-

ers are enquiring about the way.

—

F. D. Keyes, Aug.
23,

PENNSYLVANIA.

-Bro. W. L. BingarrHarrisburg.—Bro, w. L. JBingaman gave
interesting talks on the Holy Land, and also en-

couraged us in our work. Bro. C. H. Balsbaugh al-

so visited our Sunday school, Aug. 2t, and gave us

encouragement in our Sunday school work. We
would be glad to have other brethren stop off and
encourage us in the Lord's work.

—

Ellen Shissler,

1326 Green St., Aug 28.

LOUISIANA.

Grayson*.—Bro. S. A. Honberger, of Roanoke
La., came to this place Aug. 5, to hold a series of

meetings, and preached fifteen soul-cheering ser-

mons. We were made to rejoice when three prec-

ious souls united with the church by baptism. We
also held a council-meeting. We organized a church
at this place, and held an election for a deacon. The
lot fell on Bro. Isaac P. Wimer. We held our love

feast on Sunday night, at which time ten members
surrounded the Lord's table. We had a good meet-
ing. All Brethren passing this way are cordially

invited to look at the country and locate among us.

They will have a church home. There is plenty of

,p land for sale, and some homestead land still

to be taken.

—

Abel M. Wimer, Aug, 24.

CALIFORNIA.

Los Angeles.—Although we are having very warm
weather, at present, yet there is a very good inter-

est manifested in all our church labors. We are

trying to awaken more interest in all church work.
To this end we have been meeting every Friday
evening to discuss important questions pertaining
to our work. Recently a sister came out upon the
Lord's side, to walk in his footstep*. One brother

\ was reclaimed.— C. W. Guthie, Aug. 24.

VIRfJINlA.

Union.-Bro. J. W. Eller, of Salem, Va , came to
us Aug. 13 and began a series of meetings. At first

the congregations were small but towards the last
of the meetings the churchhouse was fairly packed
The meetings closed to-day, after having had twen-
ty soul-cheering sermons. Nine have been baptized
and one more awaits the ordinance. One
who had wandered away from the fold, asked
for re-admission into the church, making elev-
en in all. They are all young, except two who
had staid out in the world a long time. What a joy
to see the lambs, as well as older ones, come to
Christ aod work for himl The church was greatly
built up in the faith during Bro. Eller's labors
among us.—M. F. Woods, Aug. 23.

WEST VIRGINIA.

Lower Lost River.—Bro. John K. Baker, of near
Burlington, W. Va., came to us, Aug. 14, and re-

mained until the 23rd. He preached eleven excel-

lent sermons for us. One was baptized. Such sea-

sons are a source of joy to the followers of Jesus.—
Lorenzo H. Miller, Aug. 28.

MISSOURI.

Madison.—I commenced meetings near the

above-named place on the evening of Aug. 5, in the

Baptist church. We held fourteen meetings in all.

Our congregations were large, and the interest

good. From here I go to Steffenville, Mo.—Wm,
C, Hipes, Aug. 2i.

NORTH DAKOTA.

Cando.—The members of this congregation en-

joyed a very interesting harvest meeting at the En-
terprise church, yesterday, Aug. 22. Services began
with Sunday school at 10 A. M., as usual. Bro. Wm,
Neff, of Milford, Ind., was with us and preached for

us at 11 A. M.from Psalms lo5: 1, after which we
partook of refreshments. At 2: 30 P. M. we had a

children's meeting. Brethren Worst and Neff

talked to the children. These talks were enjoyed
by young and old. At 3: 30 P. M., Bro. James
Thomas preached an instructive missionary sermon,
A collection of S13 93 was taken for missionary pur-

poses. Aug 1 a young sister made the good con-

fession and was baptized.—S. W. Burkhart, Aug. 23,

From McClean, Keya Paha Co., Nebraska.

I am here, in Keya Paha County, for two weeks,

working in the Nebraska mission. We had meet-

ings at three points, seven or eight miles apart, so

we could reach the several neighborhoods where the

people desired preaching. Yesterday was an event-

ful day to us. Our day's work was as follows: Aft-

er breakfast and morning service, we had meeting

at 8 A. M. and baptismal service, where seven dear

souls were baptized, Then I went a distance of

seven miles, had short services at 11 A. M., and

baptized two men. Then I drove eight miles and

had services at 4 P. M. Then I went two miles and

baptized three persons. With preaching at 8 P. M.

we ended our day's work, This is a new point, and

we had our first meetings here in May. I think we

had four meetings and baptized three then. Of

those fifteen baptized, all are heads of families but

three.

When I came here first, I found the Gospel Mes-

senger in several families, sent hereby order of our.

Mission Board. The Brethren's tracts were also

distributed among these people by F. D. Keyes,

who,, with his family, was led by these tracts to

search for Bible truths.

While these people have not had more than twen-

ty-five sermons preached at the three points, the

way was so well prepared by the Messenger and

tracts, that fifteen have been already baptized; with
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two applicants, and there are good prospects for

more in the near future. Wherever I 6nd the Mes-

senger on the frontier, among the members, I find

them alive to the work, and well posted on the

work of the church.

I believe if more of the mission money could be

used in sending the Messenger to those who seek

light, and then continued to those who come into

the church (and are isolated) till they are belter es-

tablished in the faith, the money would be well in-

vested. I am now on my way to Valley County.

I wish a way could be opened by which many of

our pood ministering Brethren,—who are so situated

that they can go to their home church every Sun-

day, where they only need to preach once in two or

three weeks,—might see and experience real fron-

tier mission work, as it presents itself to those who

are engaged in the work in- the various missions.

We ought to have four or five men in our District

3 U the time, but can scarcely raise money enough

to send one. My heart aches when I hear the

treaties for more preaching, and no means to •

men. S. M. Forne

Aug. 22.

From the Coquille Valley Church, Oregon.

Auo 14 we met to commemorate the death and

sufferings of our Lord and Savior. This feast

was unusually well attended, both by members and

outsiders. About efghty-five members surrounded

the Lord's table. Bro. Thomas Barklow officiated.

Brethren Chas. Baiklow and S. E. Decker were

chosen to the ministry, and brethren Stephen

Reed, George Miller and Frank Barklow to the

deacon's office. These brethren, with their com-

panions, were installed into their office on Sunday

During the meetings five were baptized into

Christ and one was restored to membership.

Brother and sister George Carl, who have been

in the mission field for nearly two years, are again

with us. We welcome them home.

Bro. S. E. Decker and John Bonewitz will rep-

resent this church at District Meeting. Several

weeks previous to our Communion meeting three

precious souls made the good confession and were

received into the church by baptism.

Sarah A. VanDvke.
Norway, Oregon, Aug. 22.

From Llnvllie, Va.

The mission district of the Linville Creek church

lies on both sides of adjoining lines of Pendleton,

Grant and Hardy Counties, W. Va., and in a moun-

tainous part of the Counties named. To visit

the scattered membership would take two breth-

ren one week or more, but when we reached Bro.

D. J. Judy's home, he, with several others, was

ready to take part in the work, and it was soon

done and we were ready for the council, Elders J.

P. Zigler and Isaac Myers, of the Greenmount
church, followed us a day or two later. They
conducted the councils and filled some appoint-

ments for preaching.

Brethren Z ;gler and Myers preached three fu-

nerals on this trip, and left appointments for

others on the next trip, and still others for a spe-

cial trip, outside of their regular times.

There being but one young ministering brother

n this mission, there is seldom a funeral preached

at the time of the burial, and sometimes a year

passes before funeral services are held.

There are about one hundred and fifty members
in this territory. They have three good houses,

besides schoolhouses, in which they meet to wor-

ship. Series of meetings have also been held dur-

ing the last few years. The membership has in-

creased, and more interest is manifested in church

work, We hope, ere long, that these members
will be fully organized into congregations, and
that the good work be carried further by them, as

it has been carried to them by the churches here

in the Valley. We, occasionally, found the Mbs-
sbngkr, and others talked of sending for it, Three

Communion meetings were appointed and one
brother was elected to the office of deacon. We
were on this trip eleven days, had six visit coun-

cils, and reached home Aug. 14.

On Sunday, Aug. 15, this church arranged for

the church visit. Aug. 20 we had our "visit"

council at the Creek house. After attending to

the usual business, two brethren, J. Samuel Roller

and Samuel D. Zigler were called to the ministry.

The day following, a similar meeting was held at

the Fairview house. Here brethren Jos. F. Driver
and Jacob Hoffman were elected to the deacon's

office, Our church correspondence will* hereafter

be attended to by our regularly appointed corre-

spondent. M. Zigler.

Va„ Avg. 25,

From the Turkey Creek Church, Ok la. T.

The members of this church met at our house
Aug. 7, and put up a tabernacle in which to hold

our meetings. Our elder, N, B. Sell, commenced
meetings the same evening, We had meetings

each evening during the week, except Tuesday,

when the rain prevented. We had very hard rains

during our meetings, which was somewhat dis-

advantageous. Notwithstanding we had a fairly

good attendance, with the best of order. Aug. 14 we
held our love feast, which was, indeed, a feast to

the soul. Twenty-two brethren and sisters sur-

rounded the tables of the Lord. Ministers from a

distance were Eld. C. Harader and E. K. Master-

son, of Arkansas City. Eld. Harader officiated.

A number of brethren and sisters from the Silvei

Creek church, Kans,, were with us, which we ap

predated very much.

On Sunday noon Bro. Appleman and Bro. Metz

ler and wife arrived. They intended to be witr

us at the love feast, but were hindered by water

and bad roads. The Sunday school at this pla

was withdrawn and all met with us at the tab'

nacle. We had social meeting at 9 o'clock, chil-

dren's meeting at 10, and preaching at 11; also at

3 o'clock. Bro. Appleman talked to us. We had

preaching again in the evening. One came out

at this meeting and united with the church by

baptism, which was attended to on Monday morn-

ing, At the request of Bro. Sell, Bro. Appleman
did the baptizing. Bro. Sell took the morning

train for home, with his daughter, Katie, who had

been taken very sick on Sunday evening.

If there are any ministers who think of chang-

ing location, we kindly invite you to look at our

country. We would gladly welcome any such.

We have a nice country, with a full crop of every-

thing, this year. We have only one minister, and

he thinks of leaving, as his wife died some time

ago. We will then be without a minister.

M. E. Anolemver.

New Ponca, Okla. T., Aug. 20.

From the Snake Spring Church, Pa.

We met in council at the Cherry Lane house,

July 18, our elder, Jacob Koons, being present.

We agreed to divide our territory and form a new

organization out of the southern part, lying partly

in Bedford County and partly in Fulton. County,

Pa. This new congregation will have two meeting-

houses, one minister, two deacons, and forty to

forty-five members.

This newly-organized congregation met in coun-

cil July 31, and agreed to be known as the Arte-

mas church. They appointed their love feast for

Nov. 5, beginning at 4 P, M. It was also agreed

to have a series of meetings, in connection with

the love feast, to begin on Saturday before, to be

conducted by Bro, Z. Annon, of West Virginia.

We also held our harvest meeting on Sunday,

Aug. 1, at which time we took up a collection for

home missions, amounting to 85.

On Friday evening, Aug. 6, brethren J. B. Fluck

and J. B, Brumbaugh met with us at our Buck

Valley house, preaching on Friday evening, Sat-

urday afternoon and evening, and Sunday fore-

noon. On the latter occasion we had a harvest

eeting. We also raised a collection for home
issions to the amount of $2.6$. We baptized a

an seventy- seven years of age, on Sunday.

John Bennbtt.
Artemas, Pa , Aug. iy.

From the White Church, Montgomery Co., lad.

We held our harvest meeting Aug. 22. The
services were conducted by brethren W. R. Harsh-
barger and P. H. Beery. The theme of the fore-

noon service was "The Sweetness of Meditat-

ing upon God's Goodness." A collection was
taken, amounting to $30.60, which is to be equally

divided between the India and Asia Minor Mis-

sions.

In the afternoon the children's meeting was pre-

ceded by a most enjoyable song service, conduct-

ed by Bro. J. L. Wagoner, of Pyrmont, Ind. By
powerful contrast it was effectively shown that

there is no demand in life, neither is there any
place for bad boys and bad girls, except in saloons,

houses of correction, and prisons; while good boys
and good girls are wanted everywhere. The best

places and the very best things of life welcome,

—

aye seek,—the good.

We felt that the meeting was most enjoyable

and profitable to us all. May we often seek to

extol his matchless name among menl
D. C. Campbell.

Aug. 2J.

From Florida.

One has been received by letter since our last

report.

Recently a young brother, not yet ten years old,

was appointed to conduct our prayer meeting at

Pine Grove. He took up the work with a zeal

that was very commendable.

Florida is a most excellent place to shelter from

the cold storms and blizzards of the northern win-

ters. We learn of some members who thiok of

spending the coming winter with us. We extend

a hearty welcome to all faithful, loyal members,

and will do what we can to make their stay among
us pleasant. We have Sunday schools and preach-

ing at both Hawthorn and Keuka, so that members
can find a church home at either place, where they

can work for the Master.

A few of the members here recently took a ten

days' outing. We drove about seventy-five miles

south to Hickory, or Hodges Island. This island

is in the Gulf of Mexico, and is reached by means

of a turnpike from one island to another, till we
reach the main island, which contains about forty

acres. One family lives on this secluded spot,

and keeps a postoffice. They are twelve miles

from a church. Aug. 15, 1897, we held a Brethren's

Sunday school there, and used the Brethren's Quar-

terlies. On this trip we handed out a number of

tracts and Messengers, and posted some on trees

at cross roads, etc, In the jungles of the Gulf

Hammocks we found some specimens of human
beings that, we suppose, are not a whit in advance

of the low-caste Hindoos of India. They live in

huts built of Palmetto branches, and appear to

be perfectly content with their condition.

April 25 we mailed a letter at Hawthorn, Fla„

addressed to W. B. Stover, Bulsar, India. (Presi-

dency of Bombay). Aug. 8 the letter was re-

turned to me, written all over, postmarked at " Sea

Post Office," May 17; "Bombay," May 25; "Bul-

sar," date erased; " Kirkee," May 27; " Inconnu,

not known;" "not known at Dupuri Kirkee," "Cf
Turkey Victoria terminus," and other strange

marks. What was the matter with my letterl*

C. D. Hylton.
Hawthorn, Fla„ Aug. 24.

* Dozens of letters are sent from here to Bro. Stover, and

they go through all right, but we address "Bombay Presi-

dency " instead of " Presidency of Bombay," That defect

may have thrown the letter off its track, Otherwise we can-

not acconnt for its return,—Ed.
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Statistics of Obituaries.

There were recorded in ihe Gosi'EL Mks>

Sbngbr, during ihe last twelve month*, com-

mencing Aug. i, 1895, and ending July 31, 1897,

1,143 deaths with age attached, it6 more than

In the corresponding months of the last year.

This table has been prepared with great care:

Afternoon Session—1 P. M.

'What Good have I Obtained at this

Meeting, and bow can I best Impart it to Oth

ers?"—John Provant, Daniel Miller.

W. D. KlNTNBR, Sec.

ministerial Meeting of Middle Iowa.

This meeting is to be held in the Des
Moines Valley church, Sept. 22.

An address of welcome, to be given by S. M.

Gougbnour. Response on behalf of the meet-

1 be given by R. F. McCune, John Fitz

and Samuel Badger.
,

[issionary Meeting on the evening of the

, conducted by George A. Shamberger.

Topics for Discussion.

" How can we best RH Ourselves, as Min-

rs, of Objectionable Habits while Preach-

ing?" 1 Tim. 3: 15.—C. M. Yearout, John

Zuck, Mrs. Mary Wheeler.

2. " Wnat Method should the Christian Take,

specially the Minister, in Contending for the

Faith once Delivered to the Saints?" Jude 3.

—Stephen Johnson, Miss Lydia Taylor, Cbas.

3. " Does the Gospel Teach that Jesus will

:ome again Personally to Reign on Earth, and

what Evidence have we that his Coming is

I Nigh?" Matt. 24: 14; Acts 1: II.—

Mrs. Ella Nicboldson, J. D. Haughtelin, J. Q.

Goughnuur.

"Why am I a Member of the Brethren

Church?" 1 Pet. 3: tS.-A. C. Hiatt, Samuel

Bowser, S. C. Miller.

M.Drardohff, ) Committee
D. E. Brubaker, \ on
H. R. Taylor. ) Program.

There were sixteen having no age attached

to their death notices. It will be noticed that

the greater number, 228, reached the age of 70

years. D. E. Bowman.
Hope, Fla.

PROGRAMMES.

Ministerial Meeting of Northwestern Oblo.

First Day.— 9 A. M.

1.
" Who is Responsible for 50 Many of Our

Children Departing from the Faith of the

Brethren? '—D. D. Thomas, David Byerly.

2. " How can we best Encourage oar Young

Members and Develop their Powers for Use-

fulness? "—S. M. Loose, David Lytic

Afternoon Session—1 P. M.

3. "Family Worship.—How best Conduct-

ed? What Benefits Derived from it? How
best Impress its Importance on the Mem-
bers?"—J- R. Spacht, Wm. Guthrie.

4. "How shall the Individual know God?"
—Samuel Driver, A. Beelman.

5. "How best Impress on the Minds of the

Members the Importance of Giving according

to the Gospel Plan?" 1 Cor. 16: 2.—G. A.

Snyder, E. M. Rittenhouse,

Evening Session.

6. "Discourse to the Ministers."

Walker, L. H. Dickey.

7. "Duties of Ministers on the

Evils of Secret Societies."—J. B. Ligh

Second Day.— 8:30 A, M,

8. " How Induce our Sunday School Teach-

ers to make Better Preparation for

Thorough Work in the Sunday School?

W. Sellars, J. P. Krabill.

This meeting is to be held in the South Wa-
;rloo church, Iowa, Oct, 5, 1897.

Missionary meeting to be held on the even-

ing of Oct. 4.—Jesse E. Rolston, Harvey Eiken-

berry, A. B. Peters, John Wirt, Ten-minute

"The Qualifications of a Successful Min-

r of the Gospel, and the Church's Duty in

Making Him more Proficient in his Calling."—

Cornelius Frederic, H. F. Maust.

!,
" What is the Best Method of Improving

: Sunday School? "—S.N. Eversole, W. H.

Pyle.

How Can Greater Activity on the Part

of Young Members in Church Work be Pro-

duced?"—^ D. Dierdorfl, F. B. Wolf.

"What are the Benefits Derived from

ily Worship, and How Can We Best In

our Members to More Generally Adopt

-Wm. Albright, Jonathan Broadwater,

"The Importance of the Ministry and

Laity Using their Influence to Maintain the

Integrity of the Church."—O. J. Beaver, C,

Hillery.

J. H. FlKE

-MATRIMONIAL-

BEELER — GOSSARD. — By the under-

signed at his residence in Shady Grove, Pa.,

Aug. 26, 1897, Mr. David Beeler and Miss HeU
:n Gossard, all of Franklin County, Pa.

Wm. C. Koontz.

SAYLOR — SLUSHER. — In the College

Chapel. McPherson, Kans., Aug. 25, 1897, by
the undersigned, Bro J. H. Saylor, of Aurora,

Nebr., and Sister Susie M. Slusher, of Mc-
Kans. C. E. Arnold.

. . . FALLEN t ASLEEP

FAIDLEY.—In the Quemahoning congre-

gation, Pa., July 12, 1897, Daniel Faidley, aged

76 years. He was prostrated by sunstroke

hay. I

His last wife He

10. "What Encouragement can the Mir
ter's Wife give to her Husband in his Mir
tcrial Work? "—Perry McKimmey,

J. Kintrj

the father of seven sons and four daughters,—
all living but one son. He was a consistent

nber of the Brethren church for twenty-five

rs. His body was interred near his old

home in Kingwood, Pa. Funeral discourse by
writer, assisted by Eld. Darr, of the Que-

raahoniDg congregation. Geo. W. Lowry.

HORNING.-In the Arnold's Grove church

Carroll Co., III., July 18, 1897, of heart failure,

Sister Elizabeth Horning, aged 66 yea

months and 16 days. She was born in Chester

County, Pa., where she lived until 1856,

she married and came to this place. Sh<

on Christ in baptism, when she was sevei

years of age, and lived an active, practical

Christian life to the end. She loved and li

the religion of Jam's 1: 27, and was inte

ly interested in and concerned for the church

and her work. She was a faithful attendant at

every service, Besides her teaching in the

Sunday school, she was Assistant Superintend-

ent for maty yeats, and even when she was

very near the mystic river, she still inquired

about the school and the prayer meeting, and

sent money for their support. As she felt the

end was very near, she sang with and. prayed

for her children, and peacefully passed to the

other side. Her funer.il was conducted by Ga-

len B. Royer. In ber death the church loses

an earnest, faithful sister, the community a

good neighbor, the family a kind, loving moth-

er. Noah Blough.

HUBER,— In the bounds of the Blue Creek

church, Adams Co., Ind., of flux, Harvey, son

of Brother Lewis and Sister Mary Huber, aged

19 years, 6 months and 27 days There were

no funeral services an account of three other

members of the family being sick of same dis-

GRAVES.—At the same place, Aug. io, 1897,

of flux, Virgie M„ daughter of friend George

and Malinda Graves, aged 9 months and 29

,_. Funeral sermon by Bro. F. Yaney, in

the Progressive Brethren church,

Frank Oswalt,

SHANK.—In the Yellow Creek crngrega-

gation, Elkhart Co., Ind , Aug. 22, 1897, Bro.

Jacob Shank, aged 67 years, 3 months and 14

days. Bro. Shank was born in Lancaster

County, Pa., May 8, 1830, He was united in

narriage with Mary Ann Waileas, Sept. II,

855. He was the father cf twelve children,—

light sons and four daughters. Seven sons

md two daughters preceded him to the spirit

world. In 1865 he moved to Elkhart County,

Ind., where he resided until death. For the

ix years he suffered greatly with cancer

of the face. Funeral services conducted by

brethren Alexander Millei and the writer,

from Job 14: 14. John Nvsbaum.

CARPENTER.—In the North Poplar Ridge

lurch, Defiance Co., Ohio, Aug. 19, 1897,

friend Thomas Carpenter, aged 72 years and 9
days Funeral services conducted by Bro.

George Sellers, of Bryan, Ohio.

Sarah M Hornish.

KNISS.—Near Johnstown, Pa
,
June 7, 1897,

Harry William, son of friend Henry and Sister

Mary Kniss, aged 3 years, 6 months and 8

days. Little Harry fell into boiling water

which bad been set on the porch for a minute,

while bis mamma went to the kitchen to get

ther bucket of water to take to the cellar,

Harry was out playing, but, while his mamma
to the kitchen, he came up the steps and

fell backwards into the bucket. He lived

:en hours after the scald, having but few

pains the first three hours; after that he said

as well, being conscious until the very

oment, Funeral services by brethren J.

F. Deitz and A. W. Myers. Interment in

rand View cemetery. Lizzie Burksy.

ZUCK.—In the Shannon church, 111,, Aug.

, 1897, John Chester Zuck, son of friend

Frank and Sister Katie Zuck, aged 2 months

id 7 days. Funeral services held in Lanark,

by the Brethren. Interment in the Lanark

imetery. D, Rowland,

SHATTO.—In the Abilene church, Kans.,

June 5, 1897, Ella Myrtle Shatto, daughter of

Brother Ambrose and Sister Ella Sbatto, aged

7 months and 9 days. Funeral services by

Eld. C. H. Brown, from Rev, 7; 17,

Hattie Shank.

MYERS.-In the Waddams Grove church,

JoDavkss Co., Ill, Aug. 12, 1897, David F.

Myers, aged 41 years, 2 months and 3 days.

He was married to Susan M. Scofield March

31, 1881. There were born to this union seven

children. One preceded bim to the spirit

world. A widow and six children are left.

His funeral was largely attended. Burial

took place at the Chelsea cemetery. Services

by the writer, assisted by Eld. P. R, Keltner

and Eld, D. B. Eby, from John 11:25.

W. K. Moore,

ALLEN.— In the bounds of the Green
church, Iowa, Aug. 23, 1897, David Allen, h
was born in Monroe Co., Ohio, in April,' igj
He leaves a wife (amember) and four children

Funeral services by Eld. J. F. Eikenberry'

fromHeb. 13. A. Gertrude Eikbnbbrr v

'

MYERS.—In the Wade church, Miami c
Kans., Aug. 25, 1897, Eld. George Myers, aged

67 years, 1 month and 14 days. He was bom
in Huntingdon County, Pa , and moved

t

Kansas in 1871. He united with the chuich
ja

1849; was elected to the ministry in 1853, and
ordrined to the eldership in 1871, in which of.

fice he labored faithfully until recently. On
account of poor health he requested the chutch

to choose another elder. His first companion
(Nancy Showalter) died in 1885, and was the

mother of eleven children. In 1S8S he was
united in marriage to sister Rebecca Strern.

mell, nee Eshleman, who, with two small chil-

dren, is left." All of the children by the first

wife are members of the church. Funeral was

preached in the Brethren's churchhnuse near

his home, from the words, " I have fought a

good fight," by Bro. I H. Crist. Bro. Myers

selected his text, and hymn No. 607,

Ida Younck,

KENSINGER,—In the Clover Creek church,

Pa., Aug, 12, 1897, sister Caroline Kensing
'

er, wife of H. D. Kensinger, aged 50 years, g

months and 13 days. She was an invalid for

several years. Funeral services conducted by

Bro. J. B, Brumbaugh from Isa. 51 : II.

J. G. Mock.

RAYMAN.—In the Brother's Valley congre-

gation, Somerset Co , Pa„ Aug 9, 1897, sister

Mary E. Rayman, daughter of Bro. Jacob and

sister Sarah Rayman, aged 19 years, to months

and 20 days. Funeral services by the writer,

assisted by Eld. WeyanH. Sister Rayman,
though young in years, led a model Christian

life, and died in the triumphs of a living faith,

D. H. Walker.

GNAGEY.—In the South Waterloo congre-

itioo, Iowa, Aug 8, 1897, Galen William, son

of Bro. Joseph D, and sister Annie Gnagey,

aged 4 years, 4 months and 2 days. The subject

of this notice was kicked by a colt, resulting in

st instantaneous death. Funeral services

by the writer. L. R Peifkr,

JUDY.-Mn South Fork, Hardy Co,, W. Va.,

July 31, 1897, Bro. Matthew Garber Judy, aged

25 years, 7 months and 13 days Bro. Judy be-

a member of the church last April, at

which time I gave a report of his sickness and

baptism. He bore his sickness with patience,

He leaves a father, mother, three brothers and

mr sisters, Michael Ziglbr,

SCHROCK—In the Meyersdale congrega-

in, Somerset Co., Pa., Aug. 24, 1897, Sister

Lydia Schrock, aged 78 years, 4 months and

days. Sister Schrock was the wife of Bio,

John Schrock (minister), who preceded ber to

the spirit wcrld about 4 years ago, She had

iome with her daughter at Meyersdale, and

buried near Summit church, three miles

least of Somerset, beside her husband,

:ral services by Bro. D. H. Walker, as-

sisted by Bro. Silas Hoover.

D. H. Walkkr.

SOWERS—In the Silver Creek church,

Ohio, Aug. 20, 1897, of consumption, Bro. Sam-

P. Sowers, aged 35 years, 8 months and 5

days. Bro. Sowers moved from Virginia to

Ohio in 1880, where he remained until his

death. He leaves a dear companion and four

children. A, A. Thronb.

EWING—At her home in Uniontown, Pa„

July 78, 1897, Sister Elizabeth Johnson Ewing,

dow of the late Oliver Ewing, deceased, and

daughter of Joseph aud Mary Johnson, de-

based, aged about 55 years She had been

xtremely healthy and active until last winter,

vhen la grippe brought upon her a complica-

ion of diseases, which resulted in her death.

ihe was very earnest in her support of the

church, and in her younger days she left a

importable home to become an assistant in

e printing-rooms of the Primitive Chris-

in, published at Meyersdale, Pa. Deceaed

leaves Ihree brothers, among them Eld. John

C.Johnson. She leaves four sons, now young

,, three of whom are members. Funeral

ices were conducted by Eld. H. S. Myers,

at the home of Eld. Johnson, and then at

the Fairview church, where those of the fatni'

ly, who have gone before, lie buried.

Carman C, Johnson,
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STUTSMAN.—In the Harlan church, Iowa,

Aug. 9. > 897- oi P aralysis "
Sister Juliann, wife

f Jacob Stutsman (deacon), aged 57 years, 6

months and I day. She and her husband

were baptized here thirty-two years ago, and

tilled the deacon's office for the last seventeen

years. She was a true and faithful sister up to

the time of her death. She was noted for her

amiable and kind disposition, being alway:

ready to administer to the sick or those ii

want. Theirs was always a home for the

Brethren. When eigbt years old she movei

with her parents (McConnel) from Hardi

County, Ohio, to Elkhart County, Ind., ana

from thence, in 1855. to Shelby County, Iowa.

she was married Sept. 12, i857- Two sons

were born to them. Both are married, and

they and their wives are members. Funeral

services by Eld. J. W. Diehl, assisted by Bro.

Hiatt and the writer. Jos. L. Myers.

ROOT.— In. the Ludlow church, Arcanum,

Darke Co., Ohio, from the effects of a para-

lytic stroke, Bro. John Root, aged 68 years and

2 days. The funeral services were held Aug

I s
,byour elders Jesse Stutsman and Tobias

Kreider, fiom 2 Tim. 4: 6-8. Interment in

Abbotisville cemetery. The deceased had

children. He was a member of the Breth

church for about eight years. He leaves a

voted companion, Levi Minnie

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISTRICT nEETlNQS.

'I 'M W GOSPEL MIESCTTSTG-IErR,.

CHURCH DIRECTOR^.

Los Angeles, CaU— tio. 238 South Han-

Chicago, III.— 183 Thirteenth Place. Serv-

es, 11 A. M.; J: 3o P- M.; Sunday School, 10 A. M.

Baltimore City Mission.—uc& To

Northwest Baltimore Mission,—C

Cedar Htipitts, Iowa*—Cor, 4th Av<

• ADVERTISEMENTS <

•'Small Talk about Business."

ankkr's business hints for men and

1. By A. E, Rice. Revised and en-

Business is money-making. The most mon-

ey is made by those who do not make mistakes.

Every mistake you make is a loss, to you or

to some one else, so the less mistakes you

make, the sooner you will be rich.

How not to make mistakes? It is explained

in the book,

What to do, to be right, in the thousand and

one little emergencies that arise in business?

You learn it by the book.

The book is; "Small Talk about Business."

t is simple and comprehensive. It tells just

xactly what you want to know.

It is a book for those who have money to

lake, or to Invest,

It is a bonk for money-makers.

It is a money-maker.

Elegant cloth binding, gilt stamped; 128

>ages. By mail, price, 50 cents. Address this

office.

LOVE FEASTS.

Lurch, Macoupl)

The Lord Our Righteousness.

book, "The Lord

ies a great ijul's-

tion in an able manner, It is one of the book*

destined to make a sensation among Biblt

readers, and not one reader of the Mrssknikh
should be without it. Bro. McGinn has had

the kindness to dedicate this excellent book t<

the Home Mission Fund of the Brethren ii

Ba'timore, Md. The object of this fund is ti

raise money to build a much-needed house

worship in that city. The profits from the sah

of this book go to this fund, so that every book

old will add to the fund. The work con

28 pages, is neatly bound in good cloth,

rill prove one of the most interesting books

yet put out by the Brethren. Price, 50 cents

Will be sent post-paid to any part of the Unit

ed States. Terms to Agents, 40 cents each,

Dts of three or more. Address all

; Valley otabrob, Coffey C

1., Wyandot cliurc

OUR PUBLICATIONS.

THE CHI1.DRLN ,

Do You Sing?

If so.have you examined the Brethren Sun'

day School Song Book? It is a well-arrangci

and carefully-selected collection of songs suila

ble for the Sunday School, Prayer Meeting

Social Gathering.

Thousands of them have been sold, and t<

introduce the book this offer is made to Sun

day School Superintendents and Choristers

Order a copy, either round or shaped notes

accompanied with 35 cents, the retail price

and we will send the book and a coupon good

for 35 cents on the first dozen books

dered at the regular price, $3.60 per dozen
]

paid. Address:

Brethren Publishing House,
Mt. Morris,

Europe and Bible Lands.

I., l-ognu oliuroh, Logan Co., Ohio.

.Tlppeoanoe church, North Web-

M,, SpringflelU ohurob, Mogauore

Not all can go to foreign lands and see foi

themselves the many interesting sights pre

sented to the observant traveler. Many havt

neither time nor means to spend in that direc

tion, and yet they would like to know some

thing about the world at large. To such w<

recommend " Europe and Bible Lands.'

With those who are interested in Bible study

this work will always remain a favorite.

Those who have read the ordinary book of

travel will be surprised to find " Europe and

Bible Lands" of thrilling interest for both old

and young. Those who have not yet secured a

copy of the work should embrace this opportU'

nityofsecuring it. Price, in fine cloth binding,

only $1.25 per copy, post-paid. To agents who

are prepared to push an active canvass of the

work, we are willing to give special induce

meats, For particulars address;

Brethren Publishing Housi,

Mt. Morrli, III,

niM rnwiiN's jl:vI:NH.i:oii.\hti-:wi.v

SUNDAV SCHOOL REWARD C

r Package ol i» Cor

BkBTHKrN'

BRETHREN

:o. gilt .

plain, <

plain, SS «nts; arabesque, 35 cents.

BRETHREN PUBLISHING HOUSE,

Mount Morris, ill.
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ANNOllNUUM»iN'l'.«Wr<i

district MbBTiNdb.

LOVE FEASTS.

TkUfH strAnoer than PienoN.

HOMESEEKERS"

EXCURSIONS
Red River Valley, Devils Lake, and

Turtle Mountain Regions

in North Dakota,

Sept. 7 and 21, Oct. 5 and 19,

From Chicago, Kansas Cily, St. Joseph

and Des Moines to points on

Great Northern Railway

No rllicm Minnesota and North Uakol«

ck (ling Mayville, Crary, Devils Lak
Grand Harbor, Clnirclis Terry,

Leeds. Cando, Bisbec, Rol-

la, and intermediate

points at

One Fare for the

Round Trip

plus $2.00; tickets good for 21 days from date

of sale, and good for return any time within

limit. This will enable parlies to visit the

original Brethren settlements m North Dakota

just as harvest begins.

Those who wish to go on any of these excur-

sion dates can get further particulars by ad-

dressing

MAX BASS,

J. J. ELLIS &. CO.,

General Commission Merchants

buck silk Mm mm <:

JUNIATA BIBLE LECTURES.

will be given to agents. Write at o

BKKTHBBN 1M1BLIHHINQ 1

One Fare, plus $2, for the
Round Trip I

Visit Central North Dakota

Inspect the Harvest!

Secure a Home!

Gold...

Mind Mysteries,

By Eld. J. S. Flory, Price $:

in una Animal Magnetism; 4, Hypnotist

loralt; li, Dreams and Telepathy; 10, Spin
ii ; 11, Heltfc'loiin Mania; 12, Fasting ai

(tospul standpoint.

Agents Wanted.

I'll I
!
10 IS l'l liLI-sHINU HOlItjK,

LEARN TO WRITE ^"::V

DOS PALGS COLONY KW&'lStilS';

...HOMESEEKERS'...

EXCURSIONS
September 7 and 21
October 5 and 19
Chicago, St. Joseph, Kansas City,

Northern Pacific Railway

O. W. MOTT,

ST. PAUL, MINN.

WONDERFUL

"

BRETHREN

Plain Clothing

If you want
RELIABLE GOODS,

When you buy from us

We always

guarantee Satisfaction

some of whom will bYfound "£
nearly any community where the
Brethren reside. Samples of doih

rules for ordering will be sent on application!

Our rules for self-measurement are so simple, any-
one can understand them.

We want to hear from you.

PHILLIPSON CLOTHING COMPANY
WARSAW, INDIANA.

The Old Testament as Related to

the New Testament and

Christ in Roth.

_'..<.»! I IILI! Illl.Vllllllg f

. RBMKDIEH (

Baltimore City Church.

Ca,n.cers C-u_xed. I

Dr. Hess, of Grand Rapids, Mich

,

[cheap excursions to!

NEBRASKA!
September 7, 21. October 5, 19.1
On these dates round-trip JB | ri

Ik-kets.^juil l'orl'1 davs, will flALr 8
lift sold by all Burlington p m nri

ite agents and by those r Ailt •
lany eastern railroads at pi ub 32.00. I
ercarem.nty D.mkt-r Sf(tl..Tii L.,iis in NVhraska, J

'!'.'!r'',l''!:'|,
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A Dry, Healthy Climate.

A Soil Unsurpassed for Richn.
easy to cultivate, and yielding!
all varieties of crops.

Iiiit Is wlial Nebraska oilers to the homes*

i ;.>="*. nr writ" to V. S. )
:n,tl-, <;.ti.t;i1 I',-.-

I
Ageat, C. B. & (J. It, Ii,, ciileuge, 111.•m1

PUBLIC SALE!

Cap Goods.

Plattsburg College.

Teeter's Commentary

The prices on this popular and re-

liable Commentary have now been re-

duced to the following:

Cloth Binding, two volumes, - $4.00,

Half Leather, two volumes, • - 4,50,

Half Morocco, two volumes, - • 5.00.

£mf for Special prlcts ft 4f*nti,
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It never occurred to us that church towers could

serve any purpose, only to show a great waste of

the Lord's money. But it now seems that they

may be made to serve a useful purpose after all.

A manufacturer of fire apparatus, in London, sug-

gests that these towers or steeples, should be pro-

vided with tanks, kept full of water by means of

a pump and hose or pipe; that a pipe be carried

into the church, with hydrants and hose in con-

venient positions. Powerful jets could then be

brought to bear immediately, when an outbreak

of fire was discovered. The cost would be small,

and valuable lives and property might be saved.

Canterbury cathedral has been saved three times

by its own fire apparatus.

As early as the time of Abraham and Lot, we
read of the Dead Sea, as it is now called, but then

"t was known as the Salt Sea. Gen. 14: 3- From
this period on, we have occasional mention of it in

the Old Testament, but nothing is said of it in the

New Testament. The body of water is known to

have been in existence before the time of Abraham,
but there was a period in the world's history when
it was much larger than at present. When Abra-
ham and Lot divided the land between them, Lot

made choice of the Jordan Valley, which, in all

probability, embraced the parts bordering on the

Dead Sea, both north and south, At this time the

valley seems not only to have been very fertile and
well watered, but the inhabitants were doubtless in

a prosperous condition, The sea itself is 1,300 feet

below the surface of the Mediterranean, and the

plain is also correspondingly low, so that, from the

springs and streams flowing into the sea, water for

irrigation purposes was easily secured, and could

be well controlled. By a wise use of this water,

the land could be made immensely productive,

while the climate, at all seasons, was exempt from

frost. In the days of Lot, the valley of the Jordan,

as well as the plains bordering on the Dead Sea,

were " even as the garden of the Lord." where the

products of the earth could be gathered every

month in the year. It was a rich, well-watered re-

gion of one perpetual summer. On the borders of

the sea may have stood a half-dozen or more thriv-

ing cities, and the sea itself may have been covered

with boats that transacted business between the dif-

ferent points. Thus it was before the Lord de-

stroyed the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, The

garden spot of earth was thus turned into a barren

waste, and it so remains until this day.

In Denmark and Sweden we have a number of

churches and missionaries that are doing a good

work. The seed of the kingdom was planted there

about twenty-one years ago, and the influence of

our people seems to be steadily widening. These

churches have, from time to time, been visited by a

number of our Brethren from America, and encour-

aged in their work, It is believed that, in course

of time, the Brethren will build up a number of

strong churches in that part of Europe, and thus be

the means of restoring the true order of worship to

a number of places. The military regulations of

the countries in Europe are very much against our

people, on account of the non-resistance doctrine

we hold. Since we can neither learn the art of war,

nor take part in any military operations, it must be

evident that those who accept our teachings will

suffer persecutions more or less. In this respect,

their lot in life will remind them, as well as others,

of what had to be endured by the faithful in the

days of the apostles and the centuries following.

We need to earnestly pray and work for the abol-

ishing of war, trusting that the day may not be far

distant when nations will not need to resort to war,

in order to settle their differences.

Into the South there is being introduced a cotton

plant of great promise. It is an entirely new spe-

cies, and the yield is far more than double of any

cotton known to this country, and of a very superi-

or quality. It seems that some years ago, a few

cotton seeds found in Africa by a traveler, fell into

the hands of a small Georgia planter near Atlanta,

were planted and well cared for. He continued

planting all the seed, from year to year, until last

season, when a half-acre was planted, and eight

hundred pounds of clean cotton was harvested.

This year six acres have been planted, and it is es-

timated that the yield will be over four bales to the

acre. This is an astonishing yield. Some of the

plants grow to the height of fourteen feet, and

contain nearly two hundred bolls, whereas the aver-

age yield of the old kind is only ten bolls. If this

report is reliable, it means wonders for the cotton-

growing sections of this country.

Standing on the banks of the Jordan, John th

Baptist preached to the vast assemblies that cam.

from all parts of the country to hear him. Hi

place of preaching, in the Jordan Valley, was in 1

genial clime, where frosts are unknown, and where

people needed not many of the, comforts of life.

No house of worship, even now in existence, could

have held half of the people who lined the banks of

the historic stream. That was John's method of

reaching the people in his day. He took his stand,

proclaimed his message, and they flocked to hear

him, The method of reaching people along

streams is now changing in some localities. Evan-
gelists are having houses of worship constructed in

the form of a boat. A large audience-room is fitted

up for church purposes. On the vessel are also

rooms for the evangelist and his family, and those

having charge of the boat. This floating house of

worship is towed from one town to another, and on

board regular services are held, which, as a rule,

are largely attended. This is one way of taking

church privileges to the people, instead of having

the people to travel a long distance to get to

church. It is not just the way John the Baptist

did, but the method is at least lawful, and, when
rightly managed, may be the means of doing a

great deal of good. It is one way of reaching a

class of people who cannot be induced to attend

church on dry land.

Not content with his explorations on the surface

of the globe, man is now seeking to penetrate the

dark recesses of the lower strata. The project of

boring down into the earth as far as the drill

can be made to go, is likely to give rise to some
very novel conditions. A scientific body, under

the guidance of Prof. Hallock, of Columbia Col-

lege, now has the matter in hand, and already a

depth of one mile has been reached. The well

grows steadily hotter as if. s depth increases. It is

anticipated that, as the well goes deeper, natural

steam will be encountered, or the well walls will fi-

nally become so hot that water can be pumped
down cold and pumped up in the form of steam,

and thus the natural power of the future will be

obtained. The gas which was struck near the sur-

face is used to operate the powerful engines

which do the drilling, and thus the power, already

issuing from the well, is utilized for the purpose of

deepening it. This, with other facts already known

to scientific men, shows that the interior of the

globe is in a heated condition.

Some weeks ago mention was made, on this page,

of the approaching troubles in that part of Af-

ghanistan, bordering on Northwestern India, For

a time, things appeared quite threatening. Several

tribes arose in arms, and soon took possession of

the Khyber Pass, a pass that is thirty miles long,

lined by mountain walls from 600 to 1,000 feet

high, and through which runs the principal road

between Hindoostan and Afghanistan. They cap-

tured every fort along the Pass, and threatened

other points, It was even reported that Russia

was at the bottom of the trouble, it being her pol-

icy to bring on hostilities, in order that she might

have some excuse for securing control of Afghan-

istan, and, in course of time, add even a part of

India to her already large and growing empire.

But later news indicate that hostilities have about

ceased, and that peace will soon be restored.

Steamers from Alaska continue to arrive, bring-

ing considerable gold from Klondyke. All reports

indicate that the yellow metal exists in great

abundance, and that, were it not for the exceed-

ingly cold weather for at least nine months of the

year, mining would be comparatively easy. Food

supplies are growing scarce, and there will be

great suffering among the miners, during the win

ter, In consequence of the severe weather ami

(treat hardships, hundreds have already died, ami

many more are destined to meet the same fate,
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THE TWO FORMS.

Death and the Fear of Death!

Two forms forever waiting by our path;

One beckons on to rest and heavenly plains.

The other waves us back.

Death and the Fear of Death!

Two forms that evermore attend upon our way;

When life goes hard, and he.irl and courage fail,

One cries, "Ob, haste!"—the other, sternly, "Stay.'

Death and the Fear of Death!

Two (onus stand waiting at our journey's end;

The dread, the awe, awakened by the one

Makes us forget the welcome of his twin;

Unl'l, at last, pressed on by Fate,

We find bill Death, our friend.

The Fear forever gone.
—Clara S'.oc-arni^ni Goo(iu<l<

EXTREMISTS.

An extremist is one who supports extreme meae

uivb or holds extreme views. These persons n<

doubt existed in all the history of man. They havt

had their influence for good as well as for evil. Nc
one deaireB to be considered au extremist and prob-

ably no one can well accept the fact that he is such,

Extreme views or measures are such only in com-

parison. "What seems an extreme view to one does

not seem so to another; it depends upon the point of

view of the observer. It is often said that extremes

are dangerous. This is, to a great extent, true.

1. Because, as is often said, " One extreme brings

another." If one person lakes an extreme stand,

the inconsistency of it is so apparent to some one

else that lie almost unconsciously takes an extreme

view opposite. For example, Christiana are imper-

fect but some professed Christians allow these im-

perfections to reach such an extreme that others

take an opposite extreme, and will have nothing to

do with religion. The extremist is in every com-
munity. If the weather is too dry to suit his notion,

he gets an extreme view of the results; vice versa

when it ib too wet. In the church he has always

been found. He iB ready to predict destruction not
very far ahead. He has always been doing this and
no doubt always will.

± Extremes are dangerous, because it is almost
impossible for an extremist to be broad-minded.

He will, almost inevitably, be narrow in his views.
"

' j likely to push his views so far and so continu-

equally
:

and dwell upon
eds of the inner

onsly as to overlook oth

tent. It is easily possible to obta

of ordinances and outward forms

them to the exclusion of the real i

man. He may thus cripple his influence for good.
On the other hand one can take the opposite view
spiritualize everything in the Bible and ignore out-
ward works.

3. A further reason why extremes are daugercus
is, that the extremist in views is likely to advocate
extreme measures in Hue with hia views, as John
Brown, with extreme views on the slavery question,
was ready to head a revolution to exterminate the
Bame. It is possible even in the church to hold such
extreme views, as to the importance of certain points

church polity, as to be ready to use extreme meas-

Every i

in Luthe

jforu r is au extremist for his time. Mar-
great extremist for his day, but hie

views ate not extreme ones now, so, what may
to-day be considered extreme views, may, in another

generation, be considered right and proper.

Who is the extremist? We may be inclined, some-
times, to think a man is an extremist because he is

so far removed from our own position. Possibly, if

we could closely inspect our own position, we would
find we were as much on oue extreme as he on the
other, hence very far apart. So it is well to closely

inspect our own position, before considering some
one else an extremist.

Monndridge, Kans,

"LIFE IS GAINED BY DEATH."

" Verily, verily, I soy unto you, Except a i

q the ground and die, it abidelh alone: bu
i forth much fruit."—John 12:24.

if U. he

«97.

We ought to praise God that he Las arranged to c&l

us home when our days of usefulness are over an
that he graciously does not allow tie to linger and b
a burden to ourselves and to all around us.

Ab we think of our loved ones leaving us, let u

a corn of wheat fall Into fl,
remember that "except

earth and die, it abidetl

eth much fruit."

Alton, W, Va.

;
but if it dit

MINTS IN LEARNINQ TO PRAY.

WIEAND.

» all I shall say, just now,
j

s " think." Meditate on voi

pi'-'im*,

The Scripture ie full of striking paradoxes, but
none are more beautiful than that life is gained by
leath. This world seems to be one vast burying-

ground, and a great, fallow field, into whose furrow*

the seed of the coming harvest is sown.

" Life <. s fed by death,

may breathe its

ureB with those who cannot sec just as we do. No
doubt many persons have been lost to the church in
this way where a medium course might have saved
them to the church.

Again, what seems an extreme view at one time,
is medium or ordinary at another period. John
Brown, above referred to, wbb considered a fanatic
and an extremist in his time by persons, who, to-day,
consider him a glorious martyr. The position of the
Brethren church on slavery and intoxicating liquors
wae no doubt an extreme view, one hundred years
ago, but is recognized by nearly all denominations
now as being right, and the time ie coming when her
position on war will be so considered, also.

gram >wn, illus

' the ban

strates tl

of the n
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Every field of wheat or of othe

trates the great truth of this text,

grain; it dies, but in the dying gives forth new life,

more beautiful and more abundant. By dying it

gives forth the golden grain to feed the hungry and
bless the patient toiler. If the grain sown did not
die, the harvest-fields of earth would not be white

for the reaper, and the starving millions would be
left to perish with hunger.

The little acorn falls to the ground full of life,

which it must give up to produce new life.

Every garden seed and every nut of the forest

proclaims the truth that life is gained by death,

om sin to righteousness demon-
truth of the text. The great law
death. "And they that are of

mcified the flesh with the pas-

sions and lusts thereof." Gal. 5: 24. "If we died
with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with
him." Rom. 6: 8.

The man who refuses to die to self and to the
world, can never be made alive to Christ. The new
life is born at the expense of the old life. The new
life lives only when the old life dies. The two can-
not grow and flourish together. Every one ought to

be willing and glad to give up the old life of sin for

the more beautiful life of righteousness.

As the field of grain, blooming and ripening for

the harvest, is more beautiful than the dry seed
sown, so the life of a Christian ie more beautiful

than the life of a non- Christian.

Ab the seed sown brings forth fifty, sixty and a
hundredfold when it dies, so the man who dies to

sin and to self will bring forth manifold more of
good to bless the world.

The more beautiful and the more abundant life of

a pledge of the life that is yet to be.

mortal, and soon they will die and
c earth. When our loved ones are

an we see in death only a prophecy
of the coming harvest? "When this corruptible

hall have put on incorruptioD, and this mortal shall

tave put on immortality, theu shall come to paBS
the Baying that is written, Death is swallowed up in

victory. O death, where is thy sting? grave,

where is thy victory?" 1 Cor. 15: 54, 65,

Our bodies die, but only to shine forth in a grand-
and more beautiful life beyond. The life beyond
11 not only be more beautiful, but it will be more

abundant. We ought to thank God that he has
made it possible for us to reach this more beautiful,

Lore abundant life, by the transition that we
call death. We ought to be glad that we can be re-

lieved of the burden of sorrow and Buffering, so in-

cident to thiB life, for the glories of immortality.

the Christian

litkt-u i'i<

One word expre

this connection,

needs: think on God's mercy,

what you really desire; theu, search out the

that covers the case. Study the pro

make sure upon what condition it is made; fulfill

those conditions implicitly and claim the promise in

full assurance of faith, that, what God has promised

he is fully able also to perform. Then, with the hold

confidence of Uohn 5:14, 15 follow the example

of Jesus in John 11: II, 42, and say, in bull,,

from the heart, " Father, T thank thee that thou hast

heard me." And in this confidence go about your

work, knowing that " there shall be a performance of

those things" that were promised of Him who can-

not lie.

That is the concise statement of the program of

complete prayer,—prayer that is prevailing; real

living prayer, that is not mere habit and form, "vain

repetition." .

Suppose we test our prayers by that program,

How often do we rush upon our knees into the pres-

ence of God, the holy place, with not a thought of

what we want there! May God, in his infinite mercy,

forgive us! It was death for the High Priest bo to

desecrate the holy place of the altar of prayer.

Who would dare thus to present his petition to a

king? Yet, we imprudently presume to intrude upon

the King of kings with scarce a thought of what we

wish, and mock Him,—the almighty Jehovah, with

unlawful petitions, that we neither desire nor care to

understand.

Who that has had the bliss of real communion and

Bweet fellowship with the Father has not been

shocked at the reckless,—I almost said, blasphemous

—use of prayer-phrases,—uttered in some inspired

moment, by some saint of God,- but now used in

barren repetition by some dead formalist? Jesus

called such persons hypocrites, and such prayers,

heathenish (Matt. 6: 5-7).

Until we abandon completely and forever this vain

repetition and hypocrisy, I can see no hope that, we

shall learn true, spiritual prayer.

Let us begin, then, by a thorough-going repentance

of hypocrisy, or insincerity and formalism in our

praying. Leave out all meaningless phrases. Ask

not one petition we do not most earnestly desire, and

when this pruning is thoroughly done, there may be

little left of our prayers.

Now, let us begin to study our real needs, to study

them patiently, perseveriugly; study them honestly,

unflinchingly; study them thoroughly, systematical-

ly; study them prayerfully by the Spirit, in the light

of God's Word.

This leads me to say, that none of ub know per-

fectly our real needs; our deepest

i take a long, honest look

re do not

the glass.

>spel mirror, if we only use it rightly, will

show our image true as life.

Meditate, then, intensely on God's Word, trusting

in the Spirit of Truth and waiting for His teaching.

Take the twenty-fifth Psalm, get on your kneea,

int 1 /.<• that your prayer, in the utmost sincerity and

fervor. Turn to the fifty-first Psalm and plead that,

sentence by sentence, as you can understand it and

take it in; make it most literally your own fervent

prayer. Do so with Ps. 139, 103, 34, etc. Soon you

will learn thus to use every part of the sacred Word.

The Gospel of John is especially rich, and there are

scores of other " chapters of gold."

In this way the Old Book will be all new to youj

all "living and powerful, and sharper than any two-
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edged sffotd, n Jiec^tuer of the thoughts aud

intents of the heart," which none of ub cbu otherwise

know. So shnll you build the truth of God's Word
into the very liber of your soul; thus shall you " feed

011 the Word," be nourished ou the "finest of the

wheat," fed on the heavenly manna, the bread from

heaven; and thus shall you learn to pray in the Spi 1 if

and in Truth. May God help you! Amen! "Lord,

teach us to pray."

McPherson, Kans.

THE JEWISH PASSOVER.

It has been said, times without number, that we,

the German Baptist Brethren, eat the Jewish pass-

over at our Communion services, and we have as

frequently denied the charge. The meal they refer

to is the one that had its origin in Egypt, in the

times of the Pharaohs. Supposing the meal, that

Christ ate in the night of his betrayal, did, in many
ways, resemble the Egyptian meal, and Christ, in

liia province, saw fit to associate it with the other

sacred services of his houae or church,—weaving it

into the holy service of that last and doleful night

of his life on earth,—shall we arise before him and

aay, " Inasmuch as you have interwoven an old Jew-

ish custom with your other sacred services, we will

not follow you in this example? We might assign

the same reason for dropping feet-washing. The
Eucharist we accept, because that is purely Chris-

I imagine Christ would say to these good and con-

scientious people, " I am sorry for your sakes in

this matter, but how about this infant baptism

which you say is a Christian institution? You say

I originated it, and yet my faithful historians, Mat-

thew, Mark, Luke and John, four in number, never

intimate that I baptized infants or authorized any
to do so in my name."

If they say, "Infant baptism, as we reason, has

come in place of circumcision," Christ says, " What is

circumcision but an old Jewish custom, about fivi

hundred years older than the Jewish passover? I

not this most too old, and too Jewish, to hang infant

baptism to? Above all, who was it that changed
this old, old Jewish custom into a Christian institu-

tion? My historians are silent on this question.

Again, I wonder that you would reject Jewish

customs, of which I gave you examples in eating

and in feel-washing, just because you look upon
them as being Jewish customs, and then turn in and
follow a Jewish custom, and, indeed, hold it as

basicdl for infant baptism, an institution for which
you have neither precept nor example from the

Lord. Surely, consistency is a jewel."

The meal Christ ate in connection with feet-wash-

ing and the administration of the bread and wine,

•was prepared and eaten twenty-four hours before

the lawful time of killing and eating the Jewish

passover had come. Ex.12: 3 says, "On the tenth

day of the month" (Nisan or first month of the
new, or ecclesiastical year), the lamb was to be
taken from the flock and kept until the fourteenth

day of the same month, when the whole assembly
of the congregation was to slay it in the evening.

This was the fourteenth day of the first mouth, and
was the lawful day for killing the lamb, and the

same night it was also eaten.

In all the changes, made from the original Egyp-
tian passover, the time for slaying the lamb, was
not changed, but remained as originally,—on the

fourteenth of Nisan in the evening of that day.

The Blaying of the lamb was done on the fourteenth

day, it being now the preparation day. According
to the Gospel accounts they ate the passover in the

evening of preparation day. This being so, Christ
ate his supper the day, or evening, before the prep-
aration day. -He, therefore, did not, at this time, eat

the legal passover, or Jewish feaBt. He died at

about the time of day, and on the preparation day,
when the lamb was to have been slain. Thus, in
his dying at this time, and on this day, he com-
pletely filled the typical part of the Paaohal Lamb,

Let us return to the time when Christ ate hie

supper, and then we learn by a careful reading,

that, after they had eaten the supper, they crossed
over the brook Kidion into the Garden of Geth-
semane, where, some time during the night, he
apprehended and brought the same night before the
high priest, as a prisoner. Then he was taken to

Pilate, the Roman procurator. This was now
morning of the preparation day,—and the lamb
was not yet stain, and much less eaten. Such Scrip
tures as the following establish the above without
a reasonable doubt. I Bhall take the evangelists'

testimony in their order, beginning with Matt. 27:

02, "Now the next day that followed the day of

the preparation, the chief priests," etc., Mark 15: 14,

"and now when the even was come, because it was
the preparation, that is the day before the Sab-
bath." Luke 23: 53, 54, "And he took it down,
and that day was, the preparation and the Sab-
bath drew on." From the above Scriptures it is

clear that Jesus was tried, condemned, crucified, and
buried, all on the preparation day, when the lamb
was to be slain and eaten ou the evening of that

day. Christ had eaten his the day before,

John's testimony in the case ib thus: "And they
themselves (the Jews) went not into the judgment
hall, lest they should be defiled; but that they

might eat the passover." John 18: 28. This oc-

curred in the morning o£ the preparation day, and
therefore makes it clear that the pasBover of the

Jews was not eaten when the above occurred.

John 19: 14 reads, " And it was the preparation of

the passover, and about the sixth hour. And he
saith unto the Jews, Behold your King! " From this

it is clear that the trial, etc., was on the preparation

day, the day when the passover was killed and eat-

en. It being the sixth hour of the day, places

time in the forenoon, or between the hours of

and twelve, at least six hours before the eating of the

passover. This should settle the question that the

meal eaten by Christ and the apostles was not th

Jewish passover, but that his was a meal of his owr

and intended for his people. Verse 31 says, "The
Jews, therefore, because it was the preparation," etc.

Thus, again, Jesus died on the preparation day,

and indeed they were preparing him for the even-

ing sacrifice, from the early morning of the day.

It was the largest preparation the world ever had.

Verse 42, "There laid they Jesus, therefore, because

it was the preparation day."

John 13 states, " Now befoke the feast of the

passoyeb." After this unmistakable declaration, he

says, verse 2, "And supper being ended," Now
it is clear that this supper is the same as that spok-

en of by Matthew, Mark and Luke, though they call

it passover. At these meals, thus described, the Be-

trayer was made known. Making the circumstances

the same, the meal would also be the same.

In the "School of Bible Study," in The Homilctic

Review, Vol. 31, by D. S. Gregory, D. D., LL. D.,

page 450, he classifies the Gospels thus: " Matthew's

Gospel for the Jews, Mark'B Gospel for the Ro-

mans, Luke's for the Greeks, John's Gospel for the

Christians." If this classification is a correct one,

the first three would use Jewish terms to describe

to their people the work of Jesus. John, for the

Christian would drop Jewish terms, and use the

Christianized terms and call it Supper. All Chris-

tians should so call it, Supper.

I pass on to one more reference, 1 Cor. 11: 20,

"When ye come together, therefore, into one place,

this is not to eat the Lord's Supper." The margin

would read, "Ye cannot eat the Lord's Supper."

For in eating every one taketh before other his OWN
supper." That the apostle, in the above, did not re-

fer to the bread and wine, to me is very clear, from

the fact that church history does not, in a single

case, refer to individual members bringing their own

bread and wine, nor do any churches, at this time,

have such a custom. From 1 Cor. 11: 2 I learn

these facts first, that Paul had given them ordinan-

ces. The plural indicates there was more than one.

Second, they kept the ordinances as he had deliv-

ered them. Third, the ordinances he bad deliv-

ered unto them he had received from the Lord.

Verse 23. He connects these ordinances with the

nigbt lu whfoh Christ was botrayed, viz., mil.
washing, the maal that Paul calls Lord'i Supper,
and I he bread aud wine. Verse 23. "For I have
received of the Lord, that Which I also delivered
unto you, That the Lord JeBus the same night iu

which he was betrayed took bread." He also

washed feet and ate a supper. All this is plain
enough.

He finds no fault with their coming together, nor
in bringing those things necessary unto a meal, but
he finds fault with their manner of eating the Sup-
per. To change it back from their own supper to

the Lord's Supper, he instructs them to "tarry one
for another," Verse 33.

In the face of all these facts, it is asserted by
ministers, and among them learned professors, thai,

there was no such a thing as a Supper or full meal
in vogue in the apostles' times. They further argue
that Luke, in writing the Acts, does not unce refer

to a Supper. When they come to 1 Cor. 11, where
reference is had to a Supper, and where it is braced

back to the night of his betrayal, they look, they
ponder, they debate the question, and here is the

conclusion: Paul here, in this narrative, evidently

Bet aBide the Lord's Supper, and this conclusion,

coming from the learned sages of divinity, backed
up with a long string of titles, satisfies and settles

the questions among thousands of good-meaning
people. But here steps up one of these unlearned

yet inquisitive Duukers, saying, " How could Paul
set aBide an institution, that, you Bay, never existed,

or never had been practiced during the apostolic

age? Please try again."

Any one can see the dilemma iu which they place

themselves. If Paul did put aside the Supper, he

put aside one of the ordinances he had given them,

and not only so, but he absolutely put away that

which he had received from the Lord,— a thing Paul

would hardly do.

Again; these st

bread and wine i

ly one spoken of

would say to

ne " learned doctors " say that the

the Lord's Supper, and is the on-

n the apostolic age. Now reason

mssumiug Dunker, if this was the

nly one in practice, and if Paul put one to a side,

his surely must be the one. And yet we all prac-

ice the same!

While we make no pretense to lofty literary attain-

lents, as do some of our Bister churches, and have

b, at the same time, if our

,
subject as uwkwardly as

lid tell him not to do ho

philosophical, please.

scarcely any of high de

minister would reason 1

the above, we certainly

again, but be a little m
Meyersdale, Pa.

ENTHUSIASM AND THE HOLY OHOST.

BY EDWARD EJIANTZ.

"If I were asked to define the baptism of the Ho-

ly Ghost, I Bhould say that it is a great baptism of

enthusiasm." This is the sentiment, according to

The Golden Hide, if not the exact words, expressed

by Dr. Pentecost at the recent Christian Endeavor

Convention at San Francisco.

Dr. Pentecost has said so many wise and good

things that one can scarcely believe that he could

make such a blunder as he did in this instance.

But he is not the first person to make the mistake

of confounding enthusiasn and the Holy Ghost. It

just because this very notion is so common, that

Beems to me worth while to call attention to it.

If Dr. Peutecost attended any of the political

eetings of laBt summer's campaign, he iniiBt have

en a fair illustration of hiB definition of the bap-

tism of the Holy Ghost, or he might have seen it on

)st any corner of the street. But if the doctor

objects to this, and says that anybody ought to know

that he meant religious enthusiasm, we might cite

him to the religious war dances. of the Indians,

which were going on about the same time. Here he

could have seen religious enthusiasm at white heat.

Was this a baptism of the Holy Ghost?

Were you ever present at a meeting where the

people prayed earnestly and powerfully for a great

outpouring of the Holy Ghost, and then proceeded

to answer their prayers by working themselves up
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into a Btate of religious frenzy? I have actually

seen thera lie down on their backs nuil yell tor the

({lory of G oil, and w lien the whole performance was

over, congratulate themselves on having had a won-

derfully spiritual meeting.

These lines are not intended to cool olT anybody's

enthusiasm. The apostles and early Christ inns

were enthusiastic. So ought every Christian to be.

Enthusiasm is a power, and, when properly directed,

is a power for good. We are simply entering a plea

for calling things by their right names. We protest

against the blasphemy of calling mere enthusiasm

the baptism of the Holy Ghost. It is not Bafe to

conclude that, because a man is enthusiastic, there-

fore he has been baptized with the Holy Spirit. He
may have been baptized with a spirit, instead.

Intensity of enthusiasm is often largely a matter

of temperament. Persons of highly-keyed sensibili-

ties, will ordinarily show a more marked degree of

religions fervor than those in whom the intellectual

element predominates. Hence it is natural for one

of these nervous, emotional bouIs to think that his

cool and calculating brother is less spiritual than

himself.

I have seen a tendency on the part of some of our

young people, full of the fire of youth, and zeal for

the Master's cause, to grow impatient with the older

members, who have not had their advantages, and

even aecUEQ them of a lack of spirituality, becauBe

they did not take a more active part in the prayer-

meeting.

Without doubt there is sometimes ground for the

accusation, but we can afford to be cautious here.

That old mother who Bits there with bowed head,

and does not dare to lift her voice iu public, may
have a deeper current of spiritual life running

through her sonl than you, my tiery, fluent friend.

If it does not show itself so clearly in the social

meeting, it does in her home, and it will in the lives

of her sons and daughters.

Spirituality is not r feeling; it is a life. It is not

to Vie measured by the loudness of one's prayers or

the excitement one can kindle in a meeting. That

person is most spiritual whose life exemplifies in

fullest measure the spirit of Jesus Christ. If you

wimhl know whether you have received the baptism

of the Holy Spirit, ascertain whether you are living

the teachings of that Spirit, as you find them in

God's Word. That is the test question. O for an

overwhelming of all, who bear the name of Jesus,

with such a baptism of the Holy Ghost!

Now, my good Dr. Pentecost, and all who think

like you, you need not let the fire of your enthusi-

asm burn any lower for having listened to my little

sermon, but learn this lesion, that a baptism of en-

thusiasm and the baptism of the Holy Ghost are two
separate and distinct things. However great maybe
your enthusiasm, be sure that you have had a real,

genuine baptism of the Holy Ghost.

McPheison. Kans,

OVERCOMING EVIL.

NOAH LONOANErKFI;.

Satan is the "wicked one." All moral evil is

from him. God alone iB good. Satan is the adver-

sary of God. He iB the enemy and opposer of all

good. God iB the opposer of evil, so there is a con-

tinual warfare between good and evil.

One of the leading characteristics of God's people

is that they are not only hating all evil, but are also

continually warring against it. We call this con-

flict the " Christian warfare." Christ is the Captain

of thiB holy warfare. The Christian's armor of war-

fare is both offensive and defensive, but all to op-

pose and overcome evil.

It is sometimes said that the Christian should
bring Satan's own weapons to bear against him.

The Baying is Dot well considered. To do so is al-

ways fatal to the Christian soldier. To do so, builds

up Satan's kingdom. We can never overcome evil

with evil; wrong with wrong, sin with Bin, We
can never do evil that good may come.

Borne slanderously reported and affirmed that the

apoBtleB eaid, " Let ua do evil, that good may come,"

orrarEi gospel mzbsstejtsj-g-e:^.

Rom. H: 8. The law for "Christian warfare" is

" Christ's law of love.'
1 The precepts of this law

are summed up in the following: " All things what-

soever ye would that men should do to you, do ye

even so to them." Matt. 7: 12.

Let us note some of the principles couched in

this "Golden Rule." Christ gives them as follows:

" Resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on
thy right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if

any man will sue thee at the law, and take away thy

coat, let him have thy cloak also. And whosoever

shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain.

Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do
good to them that hate you, and pray for them which
despitefiilly use you, and persecute you." Matt. 5:

39-44.

One reason for so doing, is the following: "That
ye may be the children of your Father which
heaven: for he maketh his sun. to rise' on the evil

and on the good, and seudoth rain on the just and
on the unjust." Matt. 5: 45.

This is the law of "Christian perfection." See
Matt. 5: 48. To resist evil with evil is but using Sa-
tan's armor, and, of course, will build up his king-

dom, both in our own hearts, as also in the hearts of

others. Evil can only be overcome by good; enmity

by love; cursing by blessing; pride by humility; ly-

ing by truth; abuse by kindness. We double the

misery when we hate those who hate ua. It is but
kicking against the pricks. The evil intended for

others reverts on our own souls. How awful! But
how pleasant, and yet how powerful, the law of love!

Permit a few illustrations:

There was an insurrection in the Chinese empire.

The emperor Baid to his officers, " Come, follow me,

and we will quickly destroy our enemies." They
marched forward, and their enemies all surrendered.

The officers now thought that the emperor would
kill all the rebels. But he treated them all with

kindness and forgiveness. The law of love was ap-

plied. The officers thought the emperor was not

making good his word. But he said, "They are en-

emies no longer; I have made friends of them."

The following was reported of one of our Breth-

ren ministers: One Lord's Day he waB preaching

Bgainst the evil of " retaliation" After services an

enemy Bmote him on the right cheek, The minister

turned to him the left cheek. The enemy smote it

likewise. The result was that, on Thursday follow-

ing, the said enemy came as a friend to the brother

and requested baptism at his hand. He built up
Christ's kingdom by not resisting evil. Had he re-

ted the evil with evil, he would have been a serv-

ant of Satan, and built up his kingdom.

one Baid, not long ago, "1 have uo respect

for the Indiana. They are a blood-thirsty and re-

vengeful people."

What has made them so? Was it kind treatment?

as it the law of love? No, never. Had all exer-

cised the law of love towards them, they would long

ago have been both civilized and Christianized.

The illustrations of Win. Penn, and others, settle

this beyond a doubt.

The precepts of Christ's law of love are beautiful-

ly exemplified by hiB whole life. How grand the
following: "Father, forgive them; for they know
not what they do." Luke 2'6: 34, The conversion

on Pentecost was an outgrowth of this prayer.

Who doubts that Saul's conversion was an outgrowth
of Stephen's prayer,—" Lord, lay not this Bin to

their charge" ? Acts 7: 60. Christ, in his sermon
the Mount, closes his law of luve to our enemies,

follows: "And your reward shall be great, and ye
ill be the children of the Highest." Luke 6: 35,

As a child of God, he is heir of all things,—"The
world, life, death, things present, things to come; "

God's holy nature; God's care and love; eternal life;

heaven, the home of God's people. The results are

glorious. Christ's enemies are conquered
; people

made good and happy, Christ's kingdom is

gloriously extended; bouIs are saved; and God is

glorified,

" God is love." " God commendeth his love

toward ub, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ
died for db," Love to our enemies is one proof that

Sept io\ i89? ,

we are born of God. We repeat the thought that
we dare not use Satau's panoply to overcome evil

We must use God's armor of love. Love to our en-
emies will lead us to pray for them; to do them good
for all the evil they may see fit to do to ub. Thie
we do because we love them. God will have us to

be good, long-suffering, and merciful, as he is good,
long-suffering, and merciful. Only the goodneBB of

God leads sinners to repentance. Rom. 2: 4. "The
loug-suil'ering of our Lord is salvation." 2 Pet. Z:

15. The spirit of retaliation is too little reproved
by God's protested people. The Bpirit is woefully

on the increase. Is not the ministry somewhat to

blame?

It iB true that the "Brethren's Envelopes" keep

before us "that war and retaliation are contrary t

the spirit, and self-denying principles of the religion

of Jesus ChriBt," but our church literature and p«|.

pit are too silentTbn those evils, especially so on the

evil of retaliation.

The following fact will often meet us, both in en.

cred and profane history: The innocent do not only

suffer with the guilty, but very often for them, or in

their stead. Permit an illustration. David sinned,

—"seventy thousand men died." 2 Sam. 24: 15.

Well might David say, " Lo, I have sinned, and I

have done wickedly: but these Bheep, what have

they done?" While it is specially true that the

people suffer for the evil doing of their rulers, it

is solemnly true that one subject must Buffer for

the evil doing of another subject. This was

the lot of Christ, the Captain of our salvation,

Such is the lot of nil God's people. Even the

lower animals are not exempt from this. God's

people spend and are spent for the good of

others. " We are to lay down our lives for the

brethren." Everywhere the fact meets us that Buf-

fering and sacrifice are necessary to atone for sin,—

not that our suffering and sacrifice will atone for

sin, but they ever remind us of the one great atone-

ment by Christ. " The inuocnt animals suffer that

we may have both food and clothing. This is only

allowable that we forget not our great need of a Re-

deemer. We, too often, forget that Christ had to

Buffer iu our stead to overcome evil.

'TAUGHT OF <JOD.'

BY C. H. BALBBAUflH.

To a Ilappn Mother and her Family:—
Your letter made my heart leap for joy. I am

leBs than the least of all saints, and yet to me is this

grace given that I should preach with my pen the

unsearchable riches of Christ. Eph. 3: 8.

That a few Bhould be nauseated at my " everlasting

repetition of the indwelling Christ," is not strange,

The non-appreciation and non-apprehension of

Jesus, by some who claim to be his disciples, has

been a sorrowful fact in the church from the

days of the apostles till now. What gladdens

my soul, and fills me to overflowing with praise to

God, is the testimony of thousands of jubilant

hearts, all over the Brotherhood, that God is bless-

ing my silent ministry. Grace, grace, all grace,

and to the triune God be all the glory.

That you are a happy mother iB no marvel. Con-

stant Bible study, constant prayer, constant "fel-

lowship with the Father, and with his Son Jesus

Christ," the children all Christians, and all enthusi-

astic in Christian service for the salvation of others,

—it would be strange if you would not " rejoice with

joy unspeakable and full of glory." 1 Pet. 1: 8.

The youngest of the flock, seven yeare and six

months old, has lately been baptized, and is as free

in her testimony for Jesus us any of the rest,—who

would not rejoice with you in such a verification of

the words of Jesus, "Of such is the kingdom of

heaven? "

It utterly breaks my heart when I consider how

the divine idea of the capabilities and wants of the

child-soul are ignored by many parents. Instead of

"training them up in the way they should go," they

nurse in them the very elements that make them an

easy prey for the devil, and harden their hearts
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through the deceitfulness of sin." Prov. 22: 6; Heb.

3:13-

Nothing is more emphatically announced in the

Bible than that life, in its totality, belongs to God.

When Luke 1: 35 was fulfilled, God re-emphasized

hie original idea of human genesis. Boldly may we

L.|ndlenge church and world to bring one particle of

proof that childhood does not belong to God, or that

iiuy patent has a right to deal with it otherwise than

training it for God and heaven.

The law of heredity is the law of God, and the en-

vironment of childhood ie prescribed by divine wis-

dom and love. Deut. 6: 5-9.

To neglect this provision, and allow an environ-

ment, antagonistic to the development of the child-

bouI in the atmosphere of holiness, is to "/or&iVi

tliein to come to Christ." Matt, li): 14 As ar.

"ambassador of Christ," I am bound to proclaim tx

every father and mother in the Brotherhood, " Brin^

up your childhen IN THE NURTURE AND
ADMONITION OF THE LORD." Eph. (i; 4.

lias Christ's pre-natal life nothing to do with parent-

al obligation? Is the childhood of the diviue-hunmn

JeBue no lesson of God for every parent in rela-

tion to every child? Christ for the children, and the

children for Christ, is the grand revelation of the

Bible and the gloriouB mission of the family.

If we accept God as our counsellor and pattern,

we will begin the discipline of life in the germ.

The bud of being infolds all the possibilities of ma-

turity. We are to "increase with the increase of

God." Col. 2:19.

The evolution of the child-life is to be as much as

possible under Christian influences. Families are to

create and maintain a social atmosphere that will

make it safe for children to go beyond parental ov-

ersight. This is the glorious work of the Sunday

school and kindred institutions. "We are as much

bound, by loyalty to Jesus, to permeate society with

the bauctity of the Christian life, as we are to keep

the family under the uninterrupted sway of the

Holy Spirit. We have no business in the world at

all bat to live as Jesus lived, and this will make the

family the nursery of heaven.

Do not doubt, my dear sister, that God will blesB

your faithful, self-sacrificing efforts in behalf of

your children and the community. You can all be

missionaries of love and holiness and joy to all

around you. Let it not depress you if some inti-

mate that you are besides yourself. Christ and the

apostles were charged with fanaticism and insanity.

The sanity of the saint is the lunacy of the devil.

Search the Scriptures daily to find Jesus, pray in-

cessantly for his ever-brightening presence, speak

of his beauty and glory and all-sufficiency all the

day long, and let the sweet, winning power of his

life appear in all your ways, and words, and looks.

This will " make your calling and election sure,"

and make you instrumental in saving others. Such

a life is worthy the name of Christian.

that we knew better the mighty import of th

word LOVE1 " All the fulness of the Godhead" i

in it. To love as God loves—this is the consumma

tion of the sublime purpose of the incarnation and

the crosB, exemplified in the family, the church, tht

individual. " Lovest thou me?" is the great ques

tion: and " Follow me," the great commandment.

Union Deposit, Pa.

fully prepared to conduct the review in a way that

will be both iuteresting and instructive.

1 First Converts In Europe.—(1) The Holy Ghost forbids

Paul and Silas to pre ich in Asia. (2) The Lord directs them
to Macedonia, (i) Their journey to Philippi. (4) They bap-

tize Lydia and her household.

2. Paul and the Phlllppian Jailer— (1) Paul and Silas

beaten and imprisoned (2) Their midnight worship and its

effects. (3) The jailer convicted and instructed. (4) He and

his are baptized.

3. Paul at Thessalonica and Berea.— (1) Paul and Silas

journey to Thessaionica. (2) Paul preaches there; many be-

lieve (3) The unbelieving Jews raise a mob,—assiull Jason's

house. (4) Paul and Silas are sent to Berea. (5) The " noble
'*

disposition of the Bercaus.

4. Paul Preaching at Athena.-(i) The Athenians' supersti-

tion. (2) Paul contrasts his God wilh idi'l gods, (a) He dwells

not in earthly temples. {6) He created all men. (c) H
bring all men into judgment. (1) Paul's preaching arouses

them anH s:>me believe.

5. Paul's Ministry In Corinth.— (1) He goes to Corinth

from Athens. (2) Stays with Aquila and wife—labors with

them. (3) Preaches to Jews and Greeks; many believe and are

baptized. (4) The Lord directs him to continue there (S) He
remains eighteen months.

6. Working and Waiting for Christ.—(1) Paul praises the

Thessilonians for their good deportment toward all men.

(2) He revives their hope for their dead. (3) He states the

manner of Christ's second coming, (4) The exact time not

known.

7. Abstaining for the Sake of Others.-(i) True lovi

God
1

> lIlLI, bul

OUgh. (2)/ ,
id..

; the weak I

nothing, but

is a sin against Christ.

8. The Excellence' of Christian Love.— (1) All gifts of

speech and the greatest sacrifices are nothing without love. (2)

Love equips one for every Christian woik. (3) Love will re-

main while all other things earthly will fail. (4) We know,

speak and understand in part only in this world.

9. Paul Opposed at Ephesus.-(i) He arranges to go to Je-

rusalem. (2} Demetrius and others accuse Paul of interfering

with their business. (3) Ephesus is in great confusion. (4)

The people interested in Paul's safety. (5) The Jews' project

in forwarding Alexander.

10. Oentiles (Jiving for Jewish Christians.—(1) The

Corinthians ready to give. (!) Paul notifies them to have their

gifts ready (3) The principle and reward of giving (verses 6,

7). (4) How the Lord blesses the cheerful giver.

11. Christian Llving.-(i) Christian love must be true and

tender. (2) The servant of God must be active under all con-

ditions, yet harmless. (3) Christians must be of one mind,

bumble, sincere and peaceable. (4) They must be without

veDgeance, returning good for evil.

12. Paul's Address to the Epheslan Elders — (i) Paul

goes to Jerusalem, expecting persecution there. (2) He de-

clares his faithfulness in the ministry. (3) He encourages

those elders to faithfulness toward their (locks. (4) He warns

tbem of disruptions among themselves (5) He reminds them

of his faithfulness toward them as their pattern.—Brethren's

Quarterly. _

BY 8 S. BLOUGH.

In obedience to previous announcement, delegates

from eleven congregations, representing twenty-

three Sunday schools, convened in the Walnul

Grove house, of the Johustown congregation, Aug

31 tmd Sept. 1, for the first Sunday school meetiDg

of Western Pennsylvania.

The exercises consisted of a sermon on Tuesday

evening, discussion of subjects pertaining to Sun-

day school work and business, on "Wednesday and
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Blough; Assistant Secretary, I. C. Holsopple; Treas-

urer, S. P. Zimmerman.

Much interest wbb manifested in the discussion of

tin.' different subjects, and many good thoughts were
advanced.

Marked attention was given to the discussions by

the large audience which was in attendance during

all the sessions. This showed the interest taken by
the people, in Sunday school work.

Siuce the tendency of the people is to go some-

where on Independence Day, the meeting saw tit to

select the fourth of July next, as the time for hold-

ing the next meeting. The place is to be selected

by the program committee, consisting of P. J.

Blough, W. G. Sohrock, and II. H. Saylor. Plans

were formulated whereby future nn/etings are to be

held. The secretary of the meetiug was elected as

secretary of the District, to collect statistics and re-

port to the committee appointed at Annual Meetiug.

Thus our first meeting is considered a success, not-

withstanding the short notice given.

Johnstown, Pa.

The happinesB of life may be greatly increased

by small courtesies which manifest themselves by

tender and affectionate looks, nud little kind actB of

attention, and giving others the preference iu every

little enjoyment, at table, in held, walking, sitting,

or standing.— Sterne.

•s-THE * SUNDAY + SCHOOL-*-

REVIEW LESSON.

For September 26.

In our Sunday school work the review should re-

ceive more than ordinary attention, for, if possible,

every pupil in the class ought to be able to give,

from memory, the general outline of each lesson

studied during the quarter. The following will

prove quite helpful in preparing for the review, and

may be mastered inside of an hour by any one who

has given close attention to the lessons from week

to week. Every teacher should go before hie claes

Ling.

Owing to the absence of the appointee, Bro. J. E

Brumbaugh, of Huntingdon, preached a Btrong ser

mou on " The Relation of the Sunday school to the

Church." A few of the thoughts advanced were:

1. The Sunday school is a part of the church, and

not a separate institution.

2. It sustains' an important relation to the church

because:

(«) It fitB out workers by developing ability.

(y) It supplies work for more of the members.

(c) It teaches the Bible and stirs up more inter-

est in its truths.

(tZ) It teaches the doctrines.

On Wednesday morning the meeting organized as

follows: Moderator, Carman C. Johoson; Assistant

Moderator, Joseph Holeopple; Secretary, S. S.

SEHMON OUTLINE.
FIRM PURPOSE.

"But Daniel purposed in his h;,irt that he woul

himself with the portion of the king's meat, nor w
which he drank: therefore he requested of the p

eunuchs that he might nut defile himself,"— Dan.

Introduction.

2, Relation be

I. Danibl HAI

II. His PURl'OS

I. The heart

sin rounding Daniel.

:en choice and purpose.

of a pb

the home of all true purposes,

purpose should uhsorb the heart, ;

t absorb soil.

III. His Puri*osk was Fiimly Fixed.

I. Unfavorable surroundings did not changt

X The persuasive means of his master did 1

IV. His Purpose was to Ke^i- Hiusklf Cl

1. He rejected what would defile him.

2. He laid hold on what wuuld not defile hir

tian has a firm purpose. Eph. 6:

1 having a firm purpose is like a

cjoseon the helm. Eph. 4: n; J;

uld have tasted boiler

ter, but Daniel, as ev-

lOt simply taste. Heb.

3. No doubt but the king's meat \

than pulse, and his wine than v

cry Christian, was after results,

4. The man of firm purpose rises into the favor of

the midst of unfavorable surroundings. Exampl

David, Paul,

5. Firmness of purpose brings blessings upon all.

15: s8; GaV 6:

OUR PRAYER MEETING
HONORING MOD.

For Thursday Evening, Sept 23.

•' Them that honor me, I will honor."— 1 Sam. 2

" I will deliver him and honor him."—Ps. 91: IS-

I. How May We Honor God?

By cheerful obedie

. Byt

• By

t all times.

for all things, both pleasant and 1

of ourselves and all that we have, to

II. The Promised Blessing.

1. We become God's Children.

2. His grace comforts in affliction.

3. His Spirit, our guide,

4. A "xixl and staff" in death.

5.
" Many Mansions " in the *' World Beyoud."
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-*THE * YOUNG * PEOPLE-**

OUR MISSIONARY READING OIROLB.

Course of Reading.

FWltHT YEAH.

AUTUMN.

Thou comest. Autumn, to unlade

Thy wealthy freight of summer shade,

Still sorrowful as in past years,

Yet mild and sunny in thy tears,

Ripening and hardening all thy growl'

Of solid wood, yet nothing loath

To waste upon the Irolic breeze

Thy leaves, like flights of golden hecs,

Have 1 laid by from summer hours

Ripe fruits as well as leaves and tlowe

Has my pisl year a growth to harden

As well as fewer sins to pardon?

Is God in all things more and more

A king within me than before?

1 wish more simply, Lord, to be

Ailing or well, always with thee,

SOFT SPOTS.

ph:

I very i

ed with ag

kinds of gr<

such

body
nt that

oft spots," though a very com-
ncient of origin, and was connect-

•e and the field. The different

ere known as rough and smooth,

and soft. A field or spot of ground that

si, clean, with a deep, rich soil, was called by
r of the ground, a " soft spot," and with it

nected the idea of large productiveness for

pondingly small amount of labor,—big re-

ra small amount of labor. To get hold of

was considered fortunate, and every-

(i the outlook for soft spots. This
/erybody wanted to get as much as pos-

little labor as possible, so that, in suc-

, "soft spots" were given a wider in-

Any position or calling in life that

11 amount of labor, was
interpretation was still

pot

sible with a:

ceeding age

terpretation

gave large retu

termed a " soft spot

further enlarged by applying it to

gave case, pleasu

desert, dark shad

chair on the steat

anything,—anywher
enjoyment are the "

We want to talk a li

about these "soft spots

lything that

enjoyment. The oasis in the
the hfat of summer, an easy
the sweet side of the melon,

—

that promised or gave ease or

)ft spots" connected with life.

young friends

there seems to
be a disposition on the part of all to press into

them, and the reason we want to do this is, because
the spots are comparatively few and therefore only
a few can get into them, and to those it means a
struggle. Without this, they would not be worthy
of them. "Soft spots" are all right in their time
and place, but they are largely conditions rather
than things. To enjoy them the conditions must
come in first, as rest follows labor. Did you ever
consider what rest means without labor? Do you
think that such a condition could be? It cannot;
therefore " soft spots " are made, and only those en-
joy them who make them. Silver and gold make
"soft spots," if properly used. But they do this
because it requires much labor to get them. Large
and productive farms represent "soft spots," but it

requires much labor to get them. Large-paying
positions a*e called "soft spots," but it requires
push, perseverance and sacrifice to get them. Heav-
en is represented as the softest'spot of all. But if

we would win it, let us remember, "Sure I must
fight." This "soft spot "cannot be attained while
on Bowery beds of ease.

It is all right, my young^nendj^ that you should
•eek alter and find some of"*.be '"ToTTTpots*1"^

nd it

nd estab-

• because

' First seek

life, but you should not have them, no; you ought
not to expect them, without passing through the

legal process by which they are to be found and en-

joyed.

Away back in the ages when "soft spots" were
exceedingly few and hard to find, a "time to

come " was prophesied when all this could be
changed, when the high places would be brought
down, the low places raised up and the rough plac-

es made smooth, the hard places made soft. This
time was ushered in when Jest

lished his kingdom on the earth,

the kingdom of Christ is here, my young friends,

that soft places arc possible for you.

The message is, "Go and say, The kingdom of

God is come." And so I say to you, The king-

of God is come, and it is come nigh to you.

Get up out of the valley of mire and clay and be
placed on the rock of safety, which is your only
chance of finding a " soft spot" for your soul, ei-

ther in this life or the life to

the kingdom of God," and after you h;

this, look about you, not for the "soft spot," but for

something to do,—and the softness will follow the

doing.

There are scores of boys and girls, young men
and women, who are lounging around, waiting and
looking for good and paying positions without be-

ing willing to lift a straw, to make themselves wor-
thy of them. This is wrong. You are sinning
against your manhood and womanhood. You are

called to labor and sacrifice, that you may rest and
enjoy. Do you know that the harder your labor
has been, the sweeter will be your rest? The great-
er the sacrifice, the deeper the joyl The sweetest
moments of physical rest the writer ever enjoyed,
were spent under the shade of a large walnut tree

in the harvest field. I need not tell you why.
Now, what I want you to do is to look around

you, and at the experiences of others, and then do
some honest thinking. The rough and stony plac-

n this world are many more than the smooth
s. These are the places that are open for you.

They are opportunities for you to make rough
places smooth and hard places soft. They
prove soft to you because they were hard. It you
should happen to fall into smoother places, made
so by other hands, much ot the smoothness to you
would be lost for lack of the experience that made

I have knov

that have fall

short time the

to misery, and

No, this is not what you need, and it should not
be the object of your search. You want to labor
and sacrifice. You need it for development, to
make the world better, and to enable you to lie

down in a good soft spot when your years for labor
are told,— when you are weary, and when rest will

be sweet.

The most peaceful and restlul homes I saw, while
traveling through the East, were on the hillsides of
Switzerland, where life was a daily struggle, but
where peace and rest came in the evening, after the
ringing of the supper bell, calling the honest toil-

ers from their labors to their sweet homes on the
hillsides to enjoy, together, the evening meal, and
rest in the bosom of the family. These are some-
of the " soft spot3 " of life, made so through honest

is cast, there stand up and grapple with the thing
next to you, trust in God, go ahead, and in the
evening your "soft spot" will be there, and you
will enjoy rest, H _ a B

THE DIGNITY OF LABOR.

many young men, and worn ;n too
into these places, and in a very
oothnrss turned to roughne ss, joy

toil.

As we came down from the scaly heights of the
" Rigi," while the evening sun was glinting her last

rays over the bosom of the quiet lake that laid at

our feet, and saw beyond these Swiss homes,
perched upon the sides of the green hills, and
heard the tinkle of the cow-bells, as the poor man's
cow wended her way homeward for the evening
milking, I had a picture of "soft spots" that I

shall long remember with pleasure.

There is no country in the world where more
"soft spots " can be made than in our own blessed
land of the brave and the free, and my advice is,

don't wait for others to make thsm so for you,
You want to do it yourselves Whcrevsr your lot

The above is a pretty heavy subject to write on,
the kind that the schoolboy chooses of his own vo-
lition for a title for his essay, and it is also the
class of subjects which the scholar and the trained
writer avoid as a Hercu'ean task. The way I want
to treat it this time will let me out of any metaphys-
ical disquisition on an abstruse subject.

Somebody must do the work,—that is settled.

But it often happens that the people who do it

seem ashamed to be seen at it. It is a great deal
more necessary that the dishes be washed than that
the piano be played, yet it is often the case that a

woman will cut and run from honest work
at the sight of a visitor to appear better, as she
thinks, in a different garb and an idler relation to

the necessities of life. When she is in the gos-
ling stage of early life, and he is in pinfeathers, all

hands and feet, and falling over himself in awk-
wardness, both with the raw ideas of life born of

inexperience, they may be excused on general
principles. They don't know any better. But
anybody able to read this article and understand it

ought to know better and ought to be informed
that there is no difference in the honor aspect of
selling potatoes and dealing in stocks, unless, in-

deed, it be in favor of the farmer. The boy driving
the old horse through the town while he is trying
to sell a load of turnips may envy the boy on the

sidewalk trying a bicycle, and the town boy may
guy the country lad, but any man with a touch of

gray in his hair knows that there are more turnips

an bicycles in real life, and that the country boy
the better of the two when it comes to the real

ird rubs of everyday life.

The country girl broiling a steak in the kitchen,
indeed she knows enough to broil it, may feel

ashamed of herself and her occupation when she
sees the city visitor dawdling down the road, yet
she is a long ways ahead of her idle sister if she on-
ly knew it. Ninety nine men out of the hundred
would choose the girl able to broil the steak in

preference to the one able only to play the piano,
It may be that men are always thinking of their

"insides," but there is a deeper reason, and it is

that in a pinch, in the emergencies of real life, the
girl in the kitchen will wear better than the one in

the parlor.

When the preacher comes to see you, instead of

putting him in the musty "front room" with
its brilliant carpet, its table with a book or two, and
its regulation rocking chair, etc, let him sit on the
back porch or in the room where you are paring
potatoes, and both will feel more at home and be
less glad when the visitation is over. There is on-
ly one thing in doing work to be ashamed of, and
that is in not doing it well. The two kinds of peo-
ple ashamed of labor are the fool class with false

ideas of life, and the shiftless who do not know
enough to do it right.

Once a woman with a national reputation came
to the writer's home. She had an ancestry run-

ning back hundreds of years, and thousands had
heard her on the rostrum. Did she sit around
in the parlor? She rolled up her sleeves and
turned to in the dining-room and kitchen with fer-

vently expressed thanks that she had got into a

place where a natural life was led, and the oft

repeated hope that she would sometime get into

shape that she could have a real home of her own.

Let no boy be ashamed of honest toil. Christ

was a carpenter, Paul a tent-maker, Washington a

farmer, Lincoln mauled rails, Grant was a tanner,

and the Messengeb isn't large enough to hold the
list of eminent men who worked with their own
hands. It is not what you do but how well you
dolt,

Ltwitbutg, Union Cp,\ Pa,
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...Department...

S MEETINGS OP THE COMMITTEE:

j HOT ADDBE33 business of money Intended lor

GEN. MISS. & TRACT COM.,

The once heathen Fiji Islands, but now so

gloriously Christian, recently gave the Lord

Mayor of London $7,500 for the India Famine

Fund.

The Moravian church is indeed a mission-

ary church. She sends out one missionary to

every seventy members of the church, and

who remains at home.

Repeat the Lord's Prayer from a mission-

ary standpoint and see how full of the world-

wide missionary spirit it is. Then endeavor to

pray the prayer in the spirit and with under-

standing, and go at its bidding.

Let no one say he is under no obligation to

help in taking the Gospel to the heathen. To
say that is to reveal the lack of the spirit of

him who said to all his disciples, "Go." The
Gospel is saving news to a dying and lost

world. Carry, oh carry the news quickly!

Every lovefeast this fall ought to be a mis

sionary lovefeast, that is, while the member
are being built up and strengthened for life'

conflict, the first fruits of that refreshing should

he tn endeavor, in some way, to bring som>

;elsi . Lhri

BULSAR NOTES.

—Sunday we set, as before, for a day of

thanksgiving and prayer. Fifteen hundred
people listened to the preaching for more than
nn hour; then we all prayed together, they re-

peating the prayer after the leader.

— I have knelt with individuals in America
who said they could not pray, and by having
them repeat after me a sentence at a time I

have helped some to pray the first time. I have
taught some how to pray, but here, Brethren,
wc are teaching a thousand at a time to pray!

Imagine the feeling of our hearts. Thousands
close around us turning their eyes away from
earth and its idols toward heaven and its

«iig God!

-Befoi
Upoi

thesi

the prayer, last Suuda
iber of our Christians ti

rds before all the people. As
heathen, now Christi 1 brethren

and sisters, stood up in the midst of 1,500 pi

I'le and told how much they loved the Christ
and why, and even exhorted the people tc

Dfacc this heart religion also, I thought of
s°uic of our young members at home who
1101 "luster up courage enough to speak
Prayer-meeting with perhaps only a sco
P^ons present.

The husband and little four-year-old boy came
too. The baby was only about three weeks
old. The woman lay down and we gave her
some milk to drink. She seemed much re-

freshed, but it was too late. A half hour later

she died. I put my hand on her forehead. It

cold in death. As I touched the dead
body, many looked on in astonishment, for

such a thing they would never stoop to do. An
hour later the body was carried off to burial, on
the shoulders of four men. Two others went
along with pickaxes. I followed. We went

3 a hill. The body was laid on the ground
while the men dug the grave. They dug the

ground with their picks and threw the ground
vith their hands. It was late, night soon
:on. f sat by, holding the one lantern and

directing the work. Soon 'twas enough. The
body, without coffin and without a song, was
lifted down into the grave. It was filled up. Wc
returned home. How many such graves have
been made on that hill during the centuries

of history, we cannot tell. Truly the world is a

vast burial ground, and they that are dead are

very many more than they that remain alive.

—At home, a motherless little native baby,

scarcely three weeks old. Our own little babe,

three weeks older, is more than twice as large

as he. The father says, "You keep him," and
we have two babies to care for.

—It so happened that a native woman of the

same caste as the parents of the poor little boy,

offered to help us, as our hands were about
full. So she took him to her hut, but comes
daily for milk and advice. We give the woman
a little more rice each day than she could get

by working with the others in the tank. This
is the present arrangement for the helpless in-

fant, whose mother died of hunger and neglect

at our very door. The father is yet here, He
lives twenty miles away. All came here in

search of food.

—Our work on the tank is continuing. The
number is .decreasing admirably. There are

about 500 daily now, and as the rains continue

the number will grow less. Daily we teach

them of Christ, and it is a golden opportunity.

—People say, "We heard that you had 5,000

people working on the tank." " We heard

you had baptized 300 in one day." These
things are not true, but if the latter happens
inside a few years we will not be at all sur-

—We are not confining ourselves to Bulsar,

Jabaipur, Daman, Cbickly, Vankl and Ker-

gam. We have visited and given aid to the

most needy. We are preparing to open per-

manent relief at several of these points. The
people are eating such roots and leaves as they

never ate before. Since the rains have come,

the condition is much improved, but great

scarcity must continue until the rice harvest

time, in October.

—We rejoice with our whole hearts that those

brethren and sisters are under appointment for

India. They will be welcome here. They will

find plenty of work here. We shall look forth

with gladness and eagerness to the day of their

arrival. Then some of us will go to Bombay,

to meet them. Then we will with open hearts

shareour Indian home and all its contents with

them. Brother, sister, do you not wish you

were one of the number?

—We are greatly pleased with the action of

: the 1

ling r>rk.- . the

harmony with our general methods of church

work. We call our ministers and deacons and

delegates and Sunday school officers so. It

would be a happy day for world-wide missions

if all the brethren and sisters would hold them-

elve: sfor;

to which the church might call ihem, and ti

go to any part ol the world to which tin

church might send them,

WHY DO WE PREACH THE (JOSPEL?

In a preceding article we treated the subject

of " What is Preaching the Gospel? " Wc shall

endeavor this time to answer a more vital ques-

tion, "Why do we Preach the Gospel?"

Why? Because it is the best thing in the

world to preach. There are many going

throughout the world preaching and propagat-

ing vice, corruption, defilement, dissoluteness,

woe, despair and death. As for us, we prefer

to proclaim the "good news," because we be-

lieve it 10 be a subject of " great joy to all peo-

ple,"" liberty to the captives . . . K-.uity foi

ashes; oil of joy for mourning; garment of

praise for spirit of heaviness."

Because the Gospel embodies that truth of

which we have ourselves first felt the salutary
effects, in that it has made us " free from the
law of sin and death," and "blessed us in our
deed or doing." (James 1 : 25.)

Because " whatsoever a man soweth that shall

he also reap. He that soweth to his flesh, shall

of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth
to the Spirit, shall of the Spirit reap life ever-
lasting." Our aim, as missionaries, is to sow
to the Spirit, to proclaim a message of deliver-

ance, to scatter a seed of life everlasting in the
souls of our generation.

Because it is the supreme recommendatk
the last will and testament of our blessed Lord
and Master: "Go ye into all the world, and
preach the Gospel to every creature." The
central, inspiring idea of our Lord's terrestrial

career was, salvationfor all. "When 1 shall

be lifted up from the earth, I will draw all men
unto me." When He "ascended u.p on high,"

He confided to his disciples the realization of

this plan of salvation for all, the "ministry of

reconciliation." Fidelity to this commandment
is the touchstone of true Christianity. Hi
many Christians use grace as a pillow of ;

curity and slothfnlness. The Christian nu
be faithful, and his faithfulness to the covena
must be an active witnessing to the " Word of

his patience." We arc all the allies, sue
sors and contmuators of Christ upon cnrlh.

"Go." This means publish the Gospel in

the streets and lanes, highways and hedges, to

every creature that God has placed across your
path. Never lose any opportunity; proclaim

the "news" while walking, "in season, out ol

It also means to go expressly, purposely

trouble, incommodate yourself to announct
these "glad tidings." If you know that fai

away there are souls to save, go to them, run

hurry and deliver that message Give up, if

necessary, all rest and comfort, and go to them
without regret, hesitancy or delay.

"Go ye into all the world," that is to say, gc

out to them! Do not expect them to come tc

you, to your church buildings, your meeting

houses, or prayer meetings, or lecture-rooms 01

dwelling-places. Every place is fit and good,

holy and consecrated for the publishing of the

Gospel of [ieace.

"Go " full of love and patience and trust and

compassion, for sinners are diseased souls, and
you are at the service and bidding of the Great

Physician. A doctor who would not gc

would have no practice. A church that

not go out, can never reach and save souls

Preach means publish, a word which, to-day,

has lost much of its force. The Greek
Keruxnte means Publish through the totm

er, for the Kerttx was, in fact, the lown-i

The preachers of this age, in white or black

gowns, behind a pulpit or a desk arc far frou

resembling I lie bold, intrepid " town-criers" o

the Gospel. Is it not high time for th<

church, by all the means within her reach, l<

lorm men and women who will, in all points

be like the first messengers sent by the Mastei

and the primitive church? The church her

self needs them, but above all, the world need:

them, for the "earth must be filled with tht

knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the wa
ters cover the sea." And "they that tun;

many to righteousness shall shine as the star!

Uermantown, Pa.— I have been sick but my
health is improving again and I hope to be

.0 bear the strain and exposure of winter,

ittendance has come up nicely for August,
being the best wc ever had during that month,

I am in Gcrmantown. I have good hopes
that the attendance has permanently increased

coming into our new building.—G. N.
Falkenstein, 66// Ocrmantown Ave, Phila-
delphia, Aug.jo.

Staunton, Va—Our Ministerial Meeting, at

Linville Creek church, Aug. 26and 27, was well

attended. Brethren S. N. McCain, and Joseph
Wainpler were both with us last Sunday, Sept.

20, As they must both give up the work here
now, we will depend upon Bro. 1). C. Flory to

preach for and help us until further arrange-

ments can be made. .We are thankful for the
help and encouragement these brethren have

,1/.,. r Clic v,V,

ande

FMOJU TIIH FIELD.

Carlisle, Ark During this month 1 held a

cries of meetings at Austin and Bridge Bend.

i few made the good confession and others

/eremadcto consider their condition. What
the:

places and keep the work moving on. The
cause is suffering on account of a lack of work-

ers. To preach regularly once a month and

then do nothing the rest of the time, is not the

best method, but it is the best we can do until

Hawthorn, Fla—Besides the report of

-»wn work, Bro. I). E. Stover has traveled I

ty-fivc miles by private conveyance
preached live sermons. I was present at one
of his meetings. Our congregations are small

and composed almost entirely of members.
Wc have prayer meeting every two weeks at

our Hawthorn church (known as I'm. Grove)
and Sunday school every Sunday morning.
Both old and young members attend and take

quite an interest. We hope to have some
Brethren from the North this winter, to cheer
ns and help us in the Master's work,

—

£ D.
Hytton, Aug. 31.

Brooklyn, N. Y—Bro, Howe, of New Jer-

sey, came to Brooklyn, Aug. nj, and is here yet,

preaching on streets and in the Mission Rooms.
His labor is highly appreciated bj all, He
docs what he can to convert sinners ami build

up the mission. Estimated attendance about
300. The order is good. The children have
returned from the country and fill up the rooms

again. They love Sister Boone for her efforts

in their behalf. Sister Boone is overworked

readiness to conform to church order than was
expected. The workers here desire to so live

as to merit the good will and co-operaiion of

our general Brotherhood.— C. t/of>c, />/ Fifty-

third St., Aug. jo.

Dryden, Ark.-- It is sometimes difficult to

know just how to report the work in a field

whose conditions arc so varied as they arc

here, and while it cannot be said that the pros-

pect is very encouraging, yet wc fondly hope
for final success. I did not spend as much
time in the work the past month as I had pur-

posed, owing to illness. A ten days' series of

meetings was held the past month, thvinn to

unfavorable weather the congregations were

small, but I never preached to ,1 more atten-

tive people, and closed with the best ol feeling.

It takes time and argument (or some to for-

sake a cause they have been connected with,

and accept a new one—even when fully con-

vinced that the new is better.—B. F. ICesler,

Sc-fit. 1.

Laforge, Mo. The work In Southeastern

Missouri, on the whole, is encouraging. July 16

wife accompanied 111c lo Stoddard County,
where we enjoyed a Children's Day, July 17.

Alter feeding the children spiritually, wc all

enjoyed a bountiful supply of earthly bless-

ings. After dinner wc had a very pleasant

meeting. Preaching at night and three ser-

mons the day following, made our trip a very

busy and enjoyable one. On the morning of

Aug. 10 our little band at Poplar Bluff lost

their first member by death. Sister Dean Bil-

lings, who was anointed Feb. 14, went to the

rest she so much desired. Aug. 14 1 returned

to Stoddard County to fill my regular appoint-

ments and one other that I left the mouth be-

fore and which created considerable excite-

ment. Six miles south of where I preach, on

what is known as Nettle Ridge, lives a minister

of the Christian church, who is in ihc liabil ..[

"calling preachers down," when they do not

give things straight. I had never met tin man,

but of course I expected to meet him and prob-

ably hear from him. My text was John 3: 2. I

finished my sermon and as I did not hear from

any one I concluded he was not there. How-

i gets table

them in working order. With the proper ef-

forts and perseverance wc can have churches

all over the South, although we may not have

great numbers. Bright lights can be had (mm
small candles, thus. ti. Ottp, Aug. 30,

icnled me on my sermon and said the
;

crc new to him, but that he would invest

lid sec if these things arc so. Oh that 1

would Conic and help us tell tbc " new " ae

rli "old lory ni ferns bli '"• ."

/'. Fh.Aug.jz.
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Bro, David H. Zigler is engaged in an inter-

esting series of meetings near Petersburg, W. Va.

When last heard from, five had made the good

confession. So writes A. L. Cook.

D. L. Miller, Mount Morris, 111., >
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Much very interesting church news must lay over

until next week.

For the present, Bro. O. P. Hoover may be

addressed at Greencastle, Ind., instead of Dayton,

Bro. J. G Royer i

Eastern Pennsylvani

w among the churches

xpecting to remain a ft

Bro. D. L. Miller returned from Huntingto

Ind, last Saturday evening, and preached in tl

Chapel Sunday evening.

A number of the churches are appointing agents

for the Messenger. This is right. Each church

should have her own agent.

Bro. Gorman B. Hketer, of North Mancheste

has moved to Huntington, Ind., and is now i

charge of the work in that city.

Bro. J. M. Mohler closed his interesting scrie

of meetings at Plattsburg, Mo., with seven acce:

sions by confession and baptism.

We trust our readers will find the Serm.

Prayer Meeting Outlines interesting. The
new features just added to the Messenger.

Bro. W. H. Mi
a good meeting

of the meeting is

-er is reported to be engaged in

1 Brazilton, Kans. The outlook

lid to be quite hopeful.

In the Querists' Department, this issue,

"150,000000," classed on the side of trine imr

sion, should read 125,000,000. The mistake

not noticed until that page was printed.

We have heard from several of our colleges that

opened the first of the month. The managers of

these schools seem to be encouraged in their work,

and believe that brighter days are coming for all -of

them.

At the late Ministerial Meeting, in Waddams
Grove, we had the pleasure of meeting Bro. Charles

Delp, of Carlisle, Ark. After spending a few

weeks in Illinois, he will return to his work in Ar-

kansas.

Writing of the copies of the Messenger sent

out by the General Mission Board, Bro. Jesse Y.

Heckler says he knows of a number of instances

where the paper has been the means of persons

coming to '.the church. Every few days we receive

letters of the same import. This being true, it will

certainly be found wise to make a very extensive

use of the Msssk^g-rr among those seeking for

more light.

The Master's cause seems to be prospering in

the Union church, Virginia. Nine were recently

received into the church by confession and bap-

tism. One awaits the initiatory rite.

Bro. John Brindle writes that four were re-

cently baptized in the Berkeley church, West Vir-

ginia. One of them was seventy years old. Oth-

ers are expected to come to the church before

We are now publishing a pamphlet entitled,

" One Baptism," showing that trine immersion is

the only common ground of union in baptism.

Price, 3 cents. Read it, and then send it to those

seeking light on baptism.

Bro. D, L. Forney was ordained to the elder-

ship a few days ago. He has now closed his work

in Arkansas, and is preparing for the long journey

to the mission field in India. At this time he and

-ife i iSouthe Illii

Just before going to press, we received from

Sister Bertha Ryan, of Bulsar, India, a very inter-

esting and touching communication, concerning

our relief work among the distressed poor in

India. We will make room for the article in next

Bro. J. W. Gej'HART reports quite an awakening

among the people in the parts of Arkansas where

he has been preaching. Five were recently bap-

tized, and there are prospects of others. We have

from him an interesting communication that will

appear soon.

It will doubtless be quite a satisfaction to many,

to learn, as before stated in these columns, that

the Sunday school lessons for iSg£ will commence
with the third chapter of Matthew, and continue

in the New Testament for six months. The line

of study will prove profitable to all.

This issue will find its way into the hands of

thousands whose names are not now on our regu-

lar list. We trust that, after examining the paper,

they will be so well pleased with it as to have it

come to their homes regularly. We hope to re-

ceive their subscription at an early date.

Bro. J. H. Miller thinks that we ought to

have a hundred preachers in the mission fields in

Michigan. We wish some more of our brethren

would get to thinking that way, then there would

be some show for getting more earnest workers

in the fields where they are so greatly needed.

Bro. Andrew Hutchison knows how to help our

agents in gathering subscribers. In a communica-

tion to this office, he says: " Our blessed * Messen-

ger ' takes the premium everywhere I go. One
agent said he got twenty new subscribers out of one

little talk I gave on the importance of reading and
circulating it."

We are now prepared to fill orders for the Breth-

ren's Sunday school Quarterlies, for the fourth quar-

ter. They are being widely used, and no school

among our people should be without them, Sun-

day school officers, that have not yet seen our

helps, should send for sample copies, and introduce

them in their schools.

It is a great misfortune for the church to have

in her ranks one who is persistently contending

for the faith once delivered unto the saints, and

then lives a very inconsistent life himself. Such

a one does more harm to the cause, from within,

than it is possible for *a half dozen energetic men
to do, from without. The cause is in need of men
who can and will uphold the teachings of the New
Testament, but, in order for such men to be of

any value, they must first learn to live consistent

lives that aie.above reproach.

Sept. 18, 189;,

Our next issue will contain an encouraging
re-

port of the mission receipts for the month of Aij.

gust. By this report it will be seen that, during the
month, the General Mission Board received, for the
various missions and good works in hand, the sum
of S1.854.45. While this is good, we hope to see it

increase as the months go by.

We had the pleasure, last week, of attending the

Ministerial Meeting of Northern Illinois, held in

the Waddams Grove church. It was one of our

very best meetings, and was full of interest. Many
most excellent things were said in an excellent way,

and to a good purpose. For the lack of space we
must defer further remarks until next week.

anged toThe General Mission Board has ;

send four more missionaries to Indie

S. N. McCann, Bro. D. L. Forney and wife, and

sister Elizabeth Gibble. If all goes well, they will

sail from New York Oct. 20, on the City of Paris,

a very fine steamer, and reach Bombay, India,

Nov. 22, One or two days later may find them at

Bulsar.

Of the twenty-five to whom the Messenger was

sent the past six months, in Eastern Pennsylvania,

at the expense of the General Mission Board, Bro.

J. A. Long reports that seven are now members
of the church. This certainly is a rich harvest

from the effort. Should it not encourage others

to make as systematic study of their fields, and

send in their names soon?

This Publishing House, with all that belongs to

it, is the property of the Brethren. Its profits go

for the support of the mission work, and it is

therefore to the interest of our people to do all

they can to increase the business of the House.

This they can do by extending the circulation of

the Messenger, and the other publications that

go out from this office, May we not expect each

of our readers to do something along this line?

We are certain that the Supplement we send out

with this issue will be received and read with more

than ordinary interest, The illustration of our

Bible is a fine piece of workmanship, and shows

admirable skill in printing, and yet the appear-

ance is not so good as the book itself. It will pay

our readers to carefully examine all there is io

the Supplement, and then our proposition will be

well understood, and doubtless hailed with joy.

The Gospel Messenger is set for the defense

of the Gospel. By this we mean that we accept

the New Testament as our rule of faith and prac-

tice, and propose teaching all there is in it,—facts,

commands and promises,—the one no less than the

other. Not only so, but we shall maintain that

it is the duty of the church to preach this Gospel

among all nations, and that the time has come

for us to double our diligence along this line.

Those who have never seen the Juvenile Quarter-

ly may not be aware of the fact that it is well

illustrated, containing a picture for each lesson,

and each picture is suited to the character of the

lesson it accompanies. The Children at Work is

also well illustrated. This feature has made quite

a demand for these two publications. These, as

well as our other Sunday school helps, should be

used in all of the schools in the Brotherhood.

Some of the members of the Disciple church

are complaining about the expense of conducting

the business of their Mission Boards. Our peo-

ple have no grounds for complaint along this

line, for, .doubtless, we have the most economically

conducted mission business in the world. It costs

less than two cents on the dollar to handle the

money that goes through the hands of our Mis-

sion Board. In addition to this, all of our mis-

sionaries are receiving only a support for the

work they are doing in the home and foreign

fields. Certainly no person will be disposed TO

find fault with this.
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THE HIQMER LIFE.

Plainness of attire is not only most clearly

taught in the Scriptures, but it needs to be em-

phasized in our preaching and writing, and main-

tained in our practice. This is also true respect-

ing the external rites and ceremonies of the New

Testament. The Founder of the Christian church

intended that the doctrines set forth in his preach-

ing, as well as in the preaching and writings of

the apostles and other inspired men, should be

taught and practiced in the church from the be-

ginning to the end of the Christian dispensation.

All of the ordinances must be kept as theywere

delivered unto us. Not one of them must, in any

manner, be omitted or underrated. And yet, th

observance of these external duties can, in n

way, atone for a lack of true vital piety. How

ever earnestly we may contend for the faith, one

delivered to the saints, or however sound we may

claim to be in the faith, it amounts to nothing

in the sight of God, without that holii

essential to real purity of heart and soul. In ad-

dition to the proper and faithful observance of

all the New Testament institutions, we must go

on to perfection in that higher life that seeks an

intimate relation with God himself. Like Enoch, of

old, we must walk with God, and also learn to walk

in the Spirit. Our dealings, conversation, and

deportment in general, both in public and private

life, must harmonize with the life of Christ.

There must be that personal pu'ity, personal pi-

ety, earnestness and simplicity, wholly becoming

devout men and devout women. The inward

life must be that which will be pleasing to God,

for nothing short of a pure life within, as well as

a faithful life without, will ever meet the approv-

al of the Judge of all the earth. And while we

are endeavoring to impress upon the minds of

the people the importance of keeping the ordinan-

ces, as they have been handed down to us, by th<

New Testament writers, let us not fail to empha

size the equal importance of going on to perfec-

tion, by seeking to attain unto that pure and

nigher life in Christ Jesus.

THE BEST THERE IS.

So far as baptism is concerned, as it relates to

other denominations, the Brethren have, in their

trine immersion, just as good a thing as could be

desired. While they are fully convinced among

themselves, that it is the baptism taught by Jesus

and practiced by the apostles, it is gratifying to

them to know that it is recognized as valid by

all the leading denominations of Christendom.

The mere fact that all these denominations are

united in their opinion regarding its validity, is

probably the most conclusive evidence in support

of its claims to apostolic sanction, for it is not

likely that such a union of sentiment could be

obtained in favor of a practice, not of divine ori-

gin. Since these denominations disagree regard-

ing the validity of all other modes, but are united

in receiving trine immersion into their church, it

becomes evident that it must be the baptism con-

taining all of the essential Scriptural elements.

Our people are thus seen to have the honor of

administering a baptism that is received every-

where, among all denominations of any note. It

is the one form of baptism, against which there

are no denominational lines. It is fellowshipped

and welcomed everywhere. Most assuredly our

people could not desire a better thing, so far as

baptism is concerned. Respecting its influence

in the past, it is safe to say that there is not now

in existence, and never has been, a Christian de-

nomination of any note, holding any just claims

to antiquity, that did not, at one time, practice

trine immersion. Even among those that practice

immersion to-day, there are more that make use

of the trine form than the single, probably Gve to

And if we include those who sprinkle and

pour three times, when administering, what they

call baptism, then the trine action takes the lead,

orld over, probably more than ten to one.

With everything, then, on the side of the trine

action, what better thing do our people want in

baptism?

THE RIVER JORDAN.

From a natural standpoint the Jordan is looked

upon as the most remarkable river in the world.

That part of the stream below the Sea of Galilee, as

well as the sea itself, lies in a basin from 600 to

1,200 feet below the level of the Mediterranean Sea.

This basin, called the Valley of the Jordan, is gener-

ally from five to twelve miles wide, and is hemmed
in on either side by lofty mountains. This valley is

a region of perpetual summer. Here vegetation

grows the year round and tropical plants flourish.

With proper care the whole valley might be made

as the garden of the Lord, for every portion of it

can be irrigated by water from the Jordan and the

streams that flow into it. But there was a time in

the history of the world when the Jordan, as a river,

was unknown. This was directly after the flood.

The entire basin where the Sea of Galilee, the Dead

Sea and the Jordan now are, was then filled with

water to the depth of from 600 to over 1,300 feet.

It was a great inland sea, extending from some dis-

tance north of Galilee to several miles south of the

present southern limits of the Dead Sea, and at one

point was nearly 2,600 feet deep. In places this

body of water must have been not less than twenty

miles wide. It was large enough and deep enough

to have floated all the navies of earth. As time

went by the water evaporated and left the cond:

tions as they now are. In this stream John the

Baptist baptized his thousands, including Jesus, the

long-promised Redeemer. The stream is still used

for baptizing purposes, and each year hundreds, if not

thousands, are plunged beneath its waters. When

some of our Brethren were in Palestine, a few years

ago, two young women applied for baptism, and were

immersed by one of the brethren in this historic

stream. This was the first baptism ever performed

by a member of the Brethren church in the river

Jordan. But trine immersion is no uncommon thing

there, for that has been the prevailing practice all

over the East from the days of the apostles until

the present time. It is more than likely that a case

of single immersion did not occur in the Jordan un-

til hundreds of years after the close Of the first cen-

tury.
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into the church, and we may expect to hear of oth-

ers coming before long. Our General Mission

Board has arranged to Increase the force, and before

the end of November, if all goes well, we may ex-

pect to have seven active workers in the field, in-

stead of three. They are all young, well educated,

full of missionary enthusiasm and are in a good con-

dition to give the very best years of their lives to

the Lord's work in India. As the years go by we
hope to have a number of churches in this part of

Asia. Those who read Bro. Stover's letter must

feel that the time will soon be here for gathering

into the fold some of the lost.

THE ASIA MINOR MISSION.

In the fall of 1895 the Brethren sent Bro. G. J.

Fercken and wife to Smyrna, Asia Minor, to engage

in mission work at that place. Bro. Fercken was

born in Syria, and there received a part of his edu-

cation. His education was finished in the United

States, where he spent the last ten years of his life,

before going to Asia Minor. He is a fluent writer,

an interesting speaker and has a good command of

the English, French, Greek and Arabic languages.

Since locating in Smyrna he has found it necessary

to also study other languages in order to reach all

the people there with the Gospel. His work so far

has proved quite successful. A number have been

added to the church, with prospects of others. An
orphanage has been established where about twen-

ty-five Armenian orphans are cared for. To this

important enterprise our people have contributed

liberally, and rejoice that they can take part in a

work so full of promise. The pure Gospel has also

been carried to Philadelphia, where a few have been

baptized, and in course of time we trust to be able

to report the organization of a church in this city,

It will thus be seen that the candlesticks in these

places, known in Rev. 1: 11 as "the seven churches

which are in Asia," are being restored, and it will

ertainly be gratifying to all Christian people to be

OUR WORK IN INDIA.

Three years ago the Brethren sent three earnest

missionaries to India for the purpose of preaching

the Gospel to those who know not Jesus. They lo-

cated at Bulsar, a city of nearly 10,000 inhabitants,

about one hundred miles north of Bombay. Their

first work was to master the language. This they

have done so effectually that Bro. Stover now

preaches to large assemblies in their mother tongue.

In his Bulsar Notes, on page 599, he writes of

preaching to 1,500. Our readers have been freely

contributing of their means to help feed some of

the starving millions. This was sent to Bro. Stover,

and, in order that only those really needing food

might be provided for, he conceived the idea of

having them work on a large tank (for the use of

the town, we presume) a certain number of hours

each day. To these and their families he and his

helpers handed out a daily allowance of rice. In

this way many have been kept alive until the rains

set in, and now, in the course of a few months, they

will all probably be able to provide for themselvet.

Already i number oi the natives have beeo received

red, in course of time, that the

sticks have been relit, and that Jesus

midst of them.

ndle-

WITH1N THE ARCTIC CIRCLE.

At this time the Brethren have no church farther

south than middle Florida. South of this, however,

on the Indian River, in a region of almost perpetual

summer, is a body of members, including a few

ministers, that are likely to be organized before

many months. Still further south, at Bulsar, India,

we are gathering quite a band of members and when

they are once organized into a church, they will oc-

cupy the most southern limits of the Brotherhood.

But looking the other way we find our people al-

most as far north as civilization extends. In Swe-

den we have one congregation within the Arctic

Circle,—the land of the midnight sun. In this part

of the world, during the summer months, nights are

practically unknown. One can see to read and write

at midnight. The people have their morning hours

when they rise, eat their meals, and go about their

daily duties. When the hour comes for sleep they

retire in broad daylight. They have their Sunday

morning services, and also their evening services,

but have no need of lights of any kind. Should

they have a lovefeast, at any time in the summer,

they meet in the evening, as did Jesus and his dis-

ciples, engage in the rites as he instructed, close

the services by singing a hymn, as Christ and the

apostles closed theirs, and return to their homes

while the sun is above the horizon. In the

winter this is reversed. The nights are long and

dreary. In fact, for months but little is seen of the

sun, and the weather is exceedingly cold. Yet here

live some of those we love to call our brethren and

sisters. Jesus is with them, as he is with us, and

when the time comes for gathering up his jewels, we

feel certain that hi will find some of them in this

remote region.



HOW?

Thbre are a great many things in this world

that we do not do because we do not know how,

and so there are a great many things we do not be-

lieve because we do not understand. Again, there

are many things happening around us of which we

would like to divine the causes, but cannot, because,

say we, they are mysteries. And so it is. Yes, we

say, this is a world of mysteries. But do you know

what a mystery is? There is nothing in the world,

that, of itself, is a mystery, because, for everything

there is a creator, and the thing made is always un-

derstood by the maker. Things, then, are myster-

ies to us, just so far as we do not understand them.

As we learn to know, the mystery passes away,

so the mystery is not in the thing, but in us,— in

our possibilities of knowing,

There are scores of things that once were myste-

ries to us but are now evident facts, classed among

the most common things of life. How did these

mysteries pass away without any change being

made in things that were a mystery to us? The

change was in us. Our knowledge was so enlarged

as to make the strange thing common. So it is

with all the mysteries in the world.

I receive a letter, look at the address and post-

mark on the outside of the envelope, and from

these things and the handwriting, I may be able to

know who the writ«r is, but the contents of the let-

ter are a mystery. I open the envelope, read the

letter, and the mystery is gone, because I under-

stand. How this kind of mysteries can be made

common knowledge, is readily understood.

But there are others that are not so easily solved,

and among these there is one that has been puzzling

the most critical minds all down through the ages.

It is, how a vile and degraded sinner can be changed,

or transformed, into a child of God. With this

mystery the wise Nicodemus was wonderstruck,

and made to exclaim: " How can these things be?
"

And though, since then, millions have accepted the

possibility, how many are there that pretend to un-

derstand the process by which the change is made?

And yet, if we knew, the mystery would be gone,

and the " how " would be just as simple as all oth-

er Bible truths. We have the process somewhat
simplified in the figure of a birth,—"Ye must be

born again." But in the application of the figure,

we have the mystery.

In looking at this subject, the thought came to

us: Can we so simplify the application as to make

the process sufficiently evident and plain, to be

comprehended by the ordinary seeker? It should

be made simple, because, to us, it is given to under-

stand the mysteries of the kingdom. In the

thought of conversion and regeneration, we have

the idea of the changing of conditions through the

changing of forces,— a silent conflict between the

soul, in its developing forces, and that of sin. The
Holy Spirit comes in as the third and deciding

forre or power.

Suppose we illustrate our idea of the " how " in

the form of a parable. A young man, in starting

out in life, had given him a fine house, convenient

and complete in all its parts. With him was

placed a little giant, so tiny and small at first, that

he required but little room and less attention. The
two, seemingly grew pleasantly together, and for

awhile the household ran smoothly, and, to all ap-

pearances, the two were the best of friends. But,

after awhile, the young man began to notice that

his giant companion was growing rapidly, and he

began to take some privileges, assume some au-

thority, and make some exactions. This condition

grew gradually, but surely, until the young man be-

gan to feel that, while the power of his companion
was gaining, his seemed to be weakening. But the

more he strove against the growing giant in his

home, the more exacting he became. So»n> to his
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great grief, he found that his companion was the

master and he the slave. In this condition he was

more and more distressed. During this time, his

true friend, who had given him bis house, was be-

holding the man in pity, because he had not only

given him the house in which he was living, but he

had also given him powers, if be had developed

and used them, which would have enabled him to

hold in check and drive from him the little giant,

but he failed to do this, and his trouble came.

To warn him of his approaching trouble, the

good man sent, at different times, words of warning

that were whispered in his ears.

But they were unheeded, and his condition grew

gradually worse and worse. The web of sin was

drawn around him tighter and tighter, until, for

very fear and pain, he was made to cry out: " What
must I do to be saved? " Then it was that his

friend sent to him his son, who was more powerful

than the giant, and told him to trust in him and he

would save him from the power of the giant, and

help him cast him out of his house. This gave the

young man new courage, and the more he trusted

in his newly-found friend, the bolder and stronger

he grew, until, at last, in the name of this friend, he

boldly attacked his giant master, overcame him,

and drove htm out. This gave him new ideas of

life,—lost power was restored, his enemy was van

quished, and he was made to greatly rejoice in be-

ing made free.

Now the explanation of the parable is this: The

young man represents the soul of every one born

into the world. God gives us a body in which to

live. Through the sacrificial blood of Christ, we

are freed from the Adamic sin, and we live in

friendship with God. But with the soul is planted

the seed of sin. This seed represents the little gi-

ant. If not held in check, and carefully curbed, it

grows and becomes the controling power, until we
become subject to it, and are led away from right

into the paths of sin. At first the ways of sin seem

pleasant, and we are willingly led, but afterwhile

he becomes a task-master, and heaps upon us bur-

dens too heavy for us to bear, until, finally, our con-

dition becomes so terrible, that we are made to cry

out against it.

During this growth of sin, the Holy Spirit has

frequently come to us, but unheedingly we go on

until life and death are plainly set before us, and

we must decide to fight for life, or accept death,

through the continued bondage of sin.

When, in our lost condition, we call on the Lord,

who is represented by the good friend, he sends

his Son, the Mighty Deliverer, who rescues us by

enabling us to overcome the power of sin, and we

are made free in Christ Jesus,

Is this simple enough to be understood, and have

we answered the question: How can a sinner be

transformed into a child of God? The story of Is

rael being transformed from slavery to that of free-

dom, is a very simple one. First, because of their

blindness they persisted in remaining in bondage

until it became so heavy that they could bear it no

longer. Then they cried, the Lord heard, and sent

a deliverer. They believed, and, with power util-

ized and power bestowed, they separated from the

power that held them, and they were free,

As soon as the sinner believes,—presuming that

he wants to be saved,—uses his own God-given

powers, and accepts the power offered through

Christ,—do you not see that it is an easy thing to

be saved? Our power, connected with the power
of God, forms an overseeing power that cannot be

resisted. A man is in death as long as he is in sin,

because he is overpowered. To be born again

means power restored, David said: " He restoreth

my soul." He brings me into power again. Con
viction comes when we see and feel our loss of

power. Conversion comes when wc decide that we
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want to be restored, and are willing to accept the

aid of the restorer. Regeneration comes when the

help is accepted, and the pswer restored. Repen-
tance and faith is the sign of the first, and baptism

the sign of the second. Israel was born again after

passing through the Red Sea. The sinner is

born after passing through baptism, Being born

again, and being regenerated, are synonomous

terms, as in both we have a new recreation or a new
creature. This completes the great act of the new
birth, and the new life and consequent growth de-

pends on the after-feeding, developing and using

the restored power. Being born again, spiritually,

is no more a mystery than that of a natural birth,

or that of Israel being born into the new life by

coming out from Egyptian bondage. H. b. b.

QUERISTS' DEPARTMENT.

When a brother has been tried by the courts of the land for

the crime of adultery, and found guilty, and a penalty is laid

upon him, but he still denies the crime, can we hold such a one
in the church as a brother?—A. S.

Consult some adjoining elders who have a good
knowledge of the case. While the decisions of

courts may generally be correct, they are not al-

ways so. Still the reputation of the church must

be guarded with the utmost care. We cannot af-

ford to tolerate loose church government, regarding

of this iitu.de

For the present we can give figures only by pop-

ulation. The Christian population of the world is

about 478.000 000, and not far from 343,000,000

either employ sprinkling and pouring, or are under

the influence of those who do. This leaves

135,000,000 on the side of immersion. Of those who
employ sprinkling and pouring fully 324,000,000

are on the side of the trine action, and among those

classed on the side of immersion about 150,000,000

hold to trine immersion, leaving not more than

10,000,000 in support of single immersion.

What are we to understand from that part of John 3: 23,

which says: "And they came and were baptized "?

—

G. D, F.

It means that "the people came and were bap-

tized," and it is so rendered in the Syriac version.

Who was the inventor of backward immersion?—£. S. I,

History fails to tell us. The practice has not yet

been traced beyond the year 1522. It was intro-

duced by some innovator whose name has failed to

survive the wreck of time.

Would it bs proper for a young minister to be required lo

immerse an applicant in the name of the Father, after he has

immersed him three times, had laid on hands and prayed, be-

cause be was embarrassed and unintentionally failed to call

the Father's name at the proper place, and thus performed four

actions in place of three? Or would it be best to leave it with

the Lord? Does he not understand his children as we would
ours?—a P. H.

Just how much allowance the Lord is going to

make for his embarrassed ministers, who make mis-

takes of this kind, we have no way of knowing. If

those who never make mistakes would cast the first

stone, the situation would often be less perplexing.

Personally, we feel that the Master is going to

make a good deal more allowance than those who
do the criticising. But as for rebaptizing the per-

son referred to, we would be governed a good deal,

if not wholly, by the wishes of the party, or the

judgment of a few adjoining elders, or some of

those who witnessed the scene. Whatever is done,

let it be done quietly.

Is it right for an elder lo ask a lay-member lo preach?

—

s. 7

7

There may be instances where it would be wis-

dom to do so, and it has frequently been done, es-

pecially at isolated points where the elder did not

feel able to conduct the services. It is a privilege

that an elder may now and then have to use, but he

should, be wise enough not to abuse it.
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Are cousins forbidden by the Bible to marry? And if so,

where is it found?—M, T, T.

We know of no Scripture forbidding cousins to

marry, but medical meo generally advise against it,

and in Illinois and some other Stages the marrying

of Brst cousins is prohibited by law.

Will you please explain, through the Gospel Mkssbnger,

why the difference is made in the transactions of our church

work in general. At our Annual and District Meetings and

local cburch districts all combine on questions where a vote

of the members present is necessary to decide all such ques-

tions by a majority vote; we elect our cburch officers by the

same rule; while, on the other hand, in granting a church let-

ter, the vote must be unanimous before a letter will be issued

10 the party calling for the same. Why not grant cburch let-

ters likewise by the majority rale?—S. S P.

A church letter cannot be refused just because

some one may be opposed to the granting of the

letter, but because an objection is filed, and that

objection,—if lawful,—must first be removed. The

church, assembled in council, may decide that the

objection urged is not a valid one, and proceed to

grant the letter With us we do not ordinarily

take the vote cf the church in regard to granting a

letter. We announce (hat such a member desires a

letter of membership, and that if no objeections are

filed, we will feel at liberty to sign the letter called

for. This announcement may be made at any of

our services. We think the practice of the church,

in refusing a letter, so long as there is a lawful ob-

jection, is not only all right, but consistent with the

other customs, referred to in the query.

Is it right to say that the plan of salvation must reach be-

yond the coming of the Bridegroom and the marriage of the

Lamb, because, till then there is no bride?—John Herr.

We see nothing out of the way about such teach-

ing. The marriage of Christ and the church, the

bride, is yet in the future (Rev. ig: 7), and the plan

of salvation must extend until that time. For the

present the church is the espoused, or the pros-

pective bride. J. H M.

—* HOME * AND * FAMILY <

The Angel of Death came down,

And knocked at the door of a .heart

—

The heart of a maiden. Shudderingly

She cried, " Death, depart!

For I am too young and fair," she said,

" To lay me down with the mouldering dead."

The years sped on, and the maid

Was a woman, wan and white;

The heart's pore blossoms of worth and truth,

Were crushed by deadliest blight.

" Ah! come, most welcome Death," she said,

" And let me rest with the quiet dead."

And an Angel came—not Death,

But Mercy—on wings of love;

Then that penitent heart threw wide the door,

And was linked to the Christ above.

" Now in Thy time, God," she said,

"
1 shall sleep in peace with the righteous dead."

isburg, Pa.
_

SCRATCHING.

Recent events in my own history have forcibly

presented certain possible conditions, happily ab-

sent, that would be most disheartening if they

were actualities. It is that many a man has been

left with a houseful of little children, and nobody
to look after them. In nine cases out of ten the

family is broken up and scattered to the winds.

The same thing happens to many a woman, and in

nine cases out of the ten she undertakes to success-

fully scratch for her brood, and keeps them togeth-

er, often doing better by the children than would

have been had the father lived.

It is said that an old hen will scratch as well for

a cloxen as for. one chick, and perhaps it in true as
! *r as the hen \o eoncer*«f»rl, but 1 ftni convinced thflt

it is not the case with a lone woman and half a doz-

en children. It cannot be demonstrated by any
mathematics that I know anything about that it is

as easy to get the money for half a dozen pairs of

shoes as it is to find the means to buy one pair.

And so on all around the raising of a brood of or-

phaned children. A good deal of the trouble is out

of sight, but it is there all the same. It is not like-

ly that the woman who is doing this sort of thing

ever gets credit for what she goes through with.

Not a few have written me about their troubles in

this line. Sometimes people who have to scratch
for themselves are put to some funny expedients
in the operation. The writer recalls one woman
out in the cornfield, cutting and shocking the crop.

Asked where the baby was, she answered evasively

that it was all right. You can not cut corn and
hold a squirming baby, at least a man can't. Com-
ing around by the house and getting a drink of wa-
ter at the spring, there was an unusual noise heard
in an inner room, and, with the freedom usual in

the neighborhood, I went in to see what it was, and
there, in the middle of the floor, was a big store-

goods box, and plumped down in it was the baby,

crowing and playing with a rag doll, perfectly hap-

py, and not a soul in sight or hearing, and in such

a shape that it could not possibly get out of its

own accord. If that youngs'er grew up, and the

mother lived, what ought he to have done for her in

Now, when you write for the Messenger, it is

understood that out of every shovelful of dirt there

ought to wash out some few or more grains of gold,

and it may be proper, in this instance, to mention
that there are few neighborhoods in which there are

not those forced to do their own scratching, and

when dealing with them a revised arithmetic is in

order. When such buy potatoes, it takes six pecks

to make a bushel, and the miracle of filling a two-

bushel bag with fifty pounds of flour might be tried,

with great profit in the world to come,

Some of these days the last patch will be put on,

the last hole in the little stockings darned, and rest

will come. The hardened hands will be folded,

the tired feet will be still enough, and, perhaps, in

some place, where all that is dim now will be clear

enough, the pure gold of suffering will be wrought

out into a crown of wonderful beauty.

Lewisburg, Pa.

I CAN DO SO LITTLE.'

" I can do so little for the cause; I wish I could

do more." This is the universal lament of the

daughters of God. Bless their dear hearts! They

are just the kind of workers that Jesus loves. How
it rests him, when, weary and heart-sick, from con-

tact with the outside world, which does not appre-

ciate his labors of love, he enters the hospitable

home of some humble soul who longs to do some-

thing for him.

Oh, yes, the present tense is intended; it is no mis-

take, for he dwells in the hearts of his faithful embas-

sadors here on earth, and many a time he comes to

our humble homes in the person of some way worn

pilgrim or some little innocent child. Never mind,

if you cannot do much, sister. We have very great

advantages, compared to our mothers of olden

time.

Rahab,—that poor, sinful woman, whom good

people would naturally shun,—knew, when she saw

God's children, that the Lord was with them, and

she wanted the Lord to have mercy upon her and

her kinfotks, just as much as any of us do. But

what couli she do? She could receive the Lord's

ambassadors into her house, shelter them from

harm, and treat them kindly, praying for her own

and her dear ones' salvation, and giving them infor-

mation tor their temporal welfare. She could not

do much, but she did what she could. She chose

to aid God's children instead of those who were Sa

tan's, and saved her father and mother, and broth-

ers and nistern, and all her kindred and herself from

de^thr Though sh* w«» vh* matt hucafel* oJ won*

en, she could do something. Can you? She grew
her own flax and spun and wove it for her own and
her dear one's clothes. She had to work hard and
bear much reproach, for she was a sinner, and had a
hard lot. But her toiling hands and her stalks of
flax saved many a soul from death.

Do we not have a few stalks of flax to throw ov-
er the sons of God whom some evil tongue is ready
to assail? They may have gone some place where
Christians ought not to go. We may not know
their object in so doing, but God knows. Though
many can see nothing but evil in their conduct, per-
haps fftod is in their hearts. Weave a mantle of
charity from some of that soft and beautiful flax,

and throw it over God's dear ones, who may be in

danger.

Poor Hannah was a woman of a sorrowful spirit.

She lived in the time when husband was lord. She
had no children to bring up to serve God, and what
could she do? Nothing but pray. But she gave to
the Lord a son, to Israel a prophet, to her nation a

Esther was a poor, Jewish orphan, Because of
her physical beauty, and a great man's depravity,
she was taken to be the wife of a cross old man,
who had abandoned his true (first) wife, because
she was too pure and good for him Poor Esther!
Who would envy her position? Her husband
could have her beheaded at the slightest provoca-
tion, if he happened to take such a notion, but Es-
ther was not selfish,—she put away all thoughts of
her own happiness or welfare, and, in her unselfish-

ness, saved all her people from a horrible death.

We can not all be queens. Some could preach
the Gospel if they were allowed, but there is so
much to hinder, and so little to encourage. ' We
poor women are prone to say, " I can do so little."

Let us come down nearer to modern times.

There was a sinful woman in a cerlain town.
She had no children to give to the Lord. No,
no one wanted her around, and she could not teach,

or bring up children to serve the Lord, yet she
loved him. What could she do? She wanted so
much to do something for the dear Savior. The
grand folks of the town got up an entertain-

ment, and invi'ed Jesus to their supper. Poor
Mary kept thinkine and thinking about how she

would love to be permitted tn get so close to J«*sus,

and to actually wait on him. But she was such a

miserable sinner that she could not do anything
for him whom she loved. She had a box of sweet-
smelling ointment, that cost a great deal and was
very precious. She took that box, and went into

the great house, where Jesus and his disciples and
all the grand folks were, and slipped up behind Je-

sus (she did not want to be seen, but she loved him
so well, that she could not help it; she must do some-

thing for him). Then she crouched down behind

Jesus, and broke open her little box of sweet oint-

ment, and put some on h's feet, and she couldn't

help crying, so she tried to wipe off the tears with

her hair, and she kissed those feet, and just cried; it

was all she could do.

Dear reader, she won the approval and pardon of

the Lord, and an inheritance to a heavenly mansion.

Only a bottle of perfumery, in the hand of a de-

spised and sinful woman! Only riches and honor

and glory and life eternal with the Lord of lords

and King of kings!

Go! Take the ointment of spikenard—the oil of

love,—and anoint the feet of the Savior to dayl

There are weary pilgrims on life's road, who need

kind words and friendly sympathy, and humble

service just the same to-day, as Jesus did then.

"Weep with them that weep." Your tears will be

sweet sDikenard to God's suffering child on earth.

Perform the humble service of love's suggestion

without being invited, just for love's sweet sake.

Hannah made a little coat for God's child, dd
has several little children in Chicago and elsewhere

that will need a little coat this winter. Dorcas

could not preach, nor do any great things. She

v/as just an humble;.woman, but her fingers could

new. See Acts 9: 36,5,39. " Inasmuch as ye have

done it unto onsJ<>tj**if! least of these my brethrflnf

y* hav* tJofttf H »nto me/'
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Notes x from x our * Correspondents.

Middle River, Va.—This church held its annual

eouncil, Aug. 21, and the visiting brethren gave a

very good report of the condition of the church.

They found love and union existing among the

members. Oct. 7 is the date of our Communion

meeting —/. F. Mi'Ur, Aug. 25.

Powell's Valley, Ore. — We met in quarterly

council Aug. 14. We decided to hold a Commun-

ion meeting Oct. 16. We met at one o'clock for

council, the same day, in the Union church, at

Gresham, Multnomah Co., Oregon—Nancy Bahr,

Damascus, Clackamas Co., Oregon, Aug. 16,

Salem Church, Ohio.-We had quite an interest-

ing harvest meeting in Union, on Saturday. We
also had meeting at night and next day. Since our

last report, three young sisters, whose parents had

passed away some years previous (one of them a

mute), were received into the church by baptism.

—Jesse K. Brumbaugh, Union, Ohio, Aug. 30.

North Morrill Church, Kans. — Our quarterly

council to-day, was a pleasant meeting. There was

much business before the meeting. One member

was received by letter and four letters were grant-

ed. Wc elected brethren P. A. Eisenbise and Carl

Wallace to the ministry. We decide:! to hold a

Communion meeting some time in October.—Nan-

nit Meyers, Sept. ?.

Lost Creek, Pa.—We met in quarterly council

Aug. 28. The church was well represented. A
good deal of business came before the meeting and

was all disposed of in harmony. Bro. Archy Van

Dyke was with us and gave us some very good in-

structions. We decided to hold a love feast at the

Free Spring church in the near future.—/. B. Frey,

East Salem. Pa., Aug 30.

Bear Greet Church, Ind.—Our harvest meeting

was held Aug. 14. Bro. Samuel Blocher deliv-

ered three soul-cheering sermons, and on Sunday

preached a funeral sermon. We took a collection

for home and foreign mission work, to the amount

of S2.85. Our quarterly meeting, preparatory to

our Communion, Sept. 29, was a pleasant one. Eld.

W. K Simmons was with us.—H. P. Garber, Sept 4.

Mallard, Iowa.—Bro. P. J. Fi'zwater, came here

Aug. 14, and preached for us Sunday morning and

evening; also Monday evening. The sermons were

truly a feast to our souls. The congregation was

very attentive, and many are anxious for more of such

preaching. We are looldng forward now for a

week's meetings, beginning about Sept. 12. We ex-

pect Bro. Lichty, of Waterloo, Iowa, to be with us.

—Mrs, Katie Bohn Treat, Aug, 17.

Sandy Creek, Mo.—This church has just closed

a series of meetings in Mercer County, Mo. There

were no additions to the church, but the people were

generally well satisfied with the sermons. Our lit

tie band is well scattered over the country, number-

ing, in all, twenty-two. Bro. Jesse Shamberger
preached, beginning Aug. 14, and closed the meet-

ings Aug. 29, making nineteen sermons, in all, dur-

ing the meeting.

—

H. Shenkel, Modena, Mo.

Okaw Church, III.—We met in quarterly council

Sept. 2 A love feast was appointed for Nov. 6,

commencing at 4 P. M. Brethren J. Arnold, S. S.

Miller, J. Wine, I. Brubaker and J. R. Hendricks
were chosen delegates to District Meeting. Our se-

ries of meetings, commencing Sept 18, will be con

ducted by Bro. Isaac Brubaker. Bro. D. B. Gib
son will hold a series of meetings in Decatur some-
time in October.—E. F. Wolf*, Laplace, III , Sept. 2.

Naperville, 111. — We met in regular council

Aug. 28. The attendance was good and the various

items were pleasantly disposed of. The mission

fund was also remembered. Our elder, D. E. Price,

was with us. In the afternoon we convened for

harvest meeting, which was well attended. A
thanksgiving offering resulted in raising S5. We
also raised, at our council, our amount for Annual
Meeting expenses for U98.—Harvey M. Barkdoll,

WarrenviUe, III.

Union Church, Va.—Bro. J. W. Eller commenced
neetings for us Aug. 13 and preached fifteen ser-

aons. He also held one children's meeting of

(lore than ordinary interest. Nine were baptized

nd one is to be baptized in the near future, and

ne reclaimed. The church was built up. Many
eem near the kingdom.

—

Austin Hyltcn, Santos, Va.

Oak Grove, Okla. T.—This church met in coun-

il Aug. 21, in what is called the " East Side. ' Our

Ider, A. W. Austin, accompanied by Eld. Samuel

Edgecomb, was with us. These brethren are hold-

g a series of meetings at Stroud, Okla. T., at this

riting. The interest when last heard from, was

)od.—Jas. A Stutder, Davenport, Okla. T„ Aug 27.

Blain, Pa.—Our love feast in the Perry congre-

gation, Perry Co., Pa.,' will be held at the Three

Spring church, one and a half miles south of Blain,

Oct. 2 and 3, at 2 P. M Those coming by rail

; be in Newport on the P. R. R , by io A. M.,

to take the train on the Newport & S. V. R R.,

which leaves Newport at 10 A. M. Get tickets

from Newport to Clarks Run —E. D. Book, An^ji.

Lafayette Church, Ohio.—The members of this

hurch met in council Aug. 28. The report of the

isiting brethren was very favorable. The Minis-

terial Meeting of Northwestern Ohio will be held

the Lafayette church Oct. 7 and 8. Since our

last report three precious ones have been receive'd

into our fold,—two by letter at our council, and

some time ago, by baptism. Eld. Charley

Wilkins presided at our council.— G. A. Snider, liar-

d, Ohio, Sept. 4

Pleasant Hill, W. Va.— If a series of meetings

could be held at White Oak Springs, in the near

future, the good seed, already sown by the Breth-

ren, would result in a bountiful harvest. We have

heard it remarked by some that the sermon, recent-

ly preached by brethren I. O. Thompson and A. L.

Cooke, was the best ever preached at this place.

There is also a request for preaching at Hoye's

Run. There could be an ingathering of souls at

this point also.

—

Samuel M. Wilhelm, Aug 2j.

Glade, Pa. — The Ministerial Meeting of the

Western District of Pennsylvania will be held in the

Middle Creek congregation, Somerset Co., Pa., Oct.

6 and 7, 1897. Trains are due at Rockwood as fol-

lows: East bound, 10:3? and 10:59 A. M
,
4:13 P.

M; west bound, 11:15 A - M; 4:13; 4:45 P. M.

Somerset and Cambria, 10; 20 A. M; 4.05 P. M
By notifying H. A. Stahl or the writer, on what

train you expect to arrive, you will be met and con-

veyed to place of meeting.

—

G. W, Lowry, Sept. 2.

Mississinewa Church, Ind. — We convened in

regular quarterly council to-day. One sister was
reclaimed. Our young minister, Bro. J. W. Miller,

was appointed regular church correspondent and

also agent to the Messenger. Bro. J. G. Rarick

was appointed church clerk to fill the vacancy,

caused by Bro. Calvin W. Hooke accepting of the

superintendency of the Old Folks' Home, in the

Upper Fall Creek congregation. We decided to

hold a love feast Nov. 12, and a ten days' Bible

School during the month of December; also two se-

ries of meetings during the coming winter,—one at

Union Grove and one at Shideler. We have two
good Sunday schools, and an interesting class in vo-

cal music.—;John F. Shoemaker, Shideler, Ind , Stpt. J

Lower Cumberland Church, Pa.—On the even-

ing of Aug. 12 and 13, Bro. Albert Hollinger

preached for us at Baker's, church, and in Mechan
icsburg. He is traveling in the interest of the

General Missionary Board, as solicitor for funds

for the new meetinghouse in the city. May success

crown his efforts! Bro. Wm. Bingaman paid us a

very pleasant visit of a week or more, visiting

among relatives and friends, and those with whom
he had associated in the days of his youth. He
preached at quite a number of places, and his Bible

Land Talks were both interesting and instructive.

Our harvest meeting at the Baker house, Aug. 21,

was well attended. Elder Barto gave an appropri-

ate address. A collection for the Washington City

churchhouse resulted in almost raising our quota.

—/f. Beelman, Aug. ja

Wayman Valley, Iowa.—The members of this

church met in council Aug. 28. One dear soul was
restored. Bro. Henry Stone was chosen delegate

to District Meeting.

—

Charles C. Schmidt, Strawb:r-

ry Point, Iowa, Sept 4.

Libertyville, Iowa.— I commenced meetings at

the Black schoolhouse, Van Buren County, where
e are only a few members, Aug. 8, and con-

tinued till the iGth. There were four baptized and
two applicants.

—

Abraham Wolf, Sept. 6.

Flora, Ind.—The Bachelor Run church met in
quarterly council to day, with our elder, Solomon
Blickenstaff, present. The writer was selected as

correspondent for the church Our Communion
was appointed for Oc*. 29, at 2 P. M , to be preced-

ed by a series of meetings by Bro. Jacob Witmore,
of Kansas.—/. G. Stinebaugh, S'pt. 2.

Midland Church, Va. — Our quarterly council

was held yesterday. Eld. S. F. Sanger presided.

All business was disposed of pleasantly. God help

us to have more such meetings. The attendance

was small, as there is much sickness here at pres-

ent. Our series of meetings and love feast will be

e time in October. Eld. S. F. Sanger is to con-

duct same.

—

F. N, Weime*, Stpt 5.

Rogue River Valley, Ore.—We held a special

council at Talent, on Saturday, Aug. 28. Both of

our elders were present, with Bro. David Brower
as Moderator. The members were reported as be-

ing in love and union. We appointed our delegate

for District Meeting, and a member on the Mission

Board. We send no query to District Meeting.

We had a very good council.—Susan M. Rhodes,

Talent, Ore., Aug 30.

Maumee Church, Ohio.—We held our harvest

meeting Aug. 29. It was very well attended, Our
elder, Jacob Kintner, addressed us from Gal. 6: 7.

After partaking of refreshments we enjoyed a

pleasant half hour in song service. At 2 P. M. we
had several short addresses, and at the close a col-

lection was taken for the benefit of the India suf-

ferers, which amounted to S5.00.— W, I. Kintner,

Sherwood, Ohio, Aug. ?/",

Newton Church, Ohio. — We held our harvest

meeting Aug. io, that being the day before our

Ministerial Meeting. We had several ministers

with us, and had a good meeting. At the close we
received an offering for general mission work.

Sept. 2 we held our quarterly council. Peace and

harmony prevail. We appointed a feast for Oct. 7,

at 2 P. M. Brethren John M. Pittinger and Charles

O. Beery were chosen to the ministry. Our Sun-

day school is moving along with a good interest.

—

D. D. Wine, Covington, Ohio, Sept 3.

Troutville, Va.—Yesterday I attended a very

pleasant Ministerial Meeting at Peter's Creek, Roa-

noke County, Bro. Wm. H. Naff was Foreman, and

Bro. D, N. Eller, Secretary. Six subjects were ably

discussed by the ministers present. One hour was

given to each subject. I was sorry that Eld. S.

Crumpacker was taken sick and had to leave the

meeting early in the day. To day we had an able

sermon at Troutville, by our young brother, J. T.

Layman. The members of the Mission Board of

the First District of Virginia are requested to meet

at Peter's Creek, Roanoke Co., on the third Satur-

day in September.—5. L. Shaver, Aug. 30.

East Los Angeles, Cal—The children's mission,

under the supervision of Sister Ella Bu'ikwalter,

at Corner Johnson and Hawkins Streets, is in a

very prosperous condition. Last Sunday more than

sixty children gathered in the tent, to take part in

the services. At a recital, on Saturday, Aug. 21,

about one hundred children were present. There is

an opportunity in this mission, of pointing many
little ones to Jesus who seldom hear the name out-

side the mission, excepting in profanity. The har-

vest is great,—but the laborers are not sufficient to

garner the precious sheaves. A well-qualified sis-

ter in the East has heard the Macedonian call,

" Come and help us," and has offered her services

for a year. Who will help to board and clothe this

sister? Matt. 25: 40.

—

S. G. Lehmtr, Sept. 1,
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Upper Dublin Church, Pa. — Our council was

held Aug. 28 with a fair attendance Monthly of-

ferings for mission purposes will be equally divided

between the home and general mission funds. Our
autumnal love feast will be held Oct. g, at 5 P, M.

—5, F. Kittinger. Aug, jr.

Clay Hill, Pa.—Our annual harvest meeting was

held recently at the Falling Spring church. We
had an excellent meeting. A collection in behalf

f home missions resulted in raising S15 25, besides

some funds for foreign missions. We expect to

have a series of meetings at the Falling Spring

church the latter part of October. Bro J. A. Long

is to do the preaching.—Wm A. Anthony, Avg. sg.

Aughwick Church Pa.—We had a pleasant har-

vest meeting in the Hill Valley church on the aft

ernoon and evening of Aug. 7, conducted by the

home ministers. Aug. 21, at the same place, we

had a Sunday school meeting, which was made

quite interesting. Our Sunday school has been

well attended and interesting, but we fail to get the

older ones to attend.

—

John E. Garver, Cora, Pa
,

Sept. 3

Coon River, Iowa—We met in council Aug. 28.

We had a full attendance. A great deal of busi-

ness was disposed of with the best of feeling. We
appointed brethren J. W. Diehl, A. Brower and M.

Deardorff delegates to District Meeting, with J. D.

Haughtelin, S. T. Castlow and O. C. Nichols alter-

nates. Our love feast will be Oct. 2, at 1 P. M.

We expect Bro. D L. Miller to give us a course of

" Bible Land Talks " immediately after our District

and Ministerial Meetings.—/, D. Haughtelin, Pano-

ra, Iowa, Avg. 28.

Kingsley Church, Iowa. — Last Saturday we
drove a distance of about thirty-five miles, to meet

with the members about five miles southeast of

Battle Creek, Ida County, Saturday evening and

Sunday. I was favorably impressed with the zeal

of the members. They have an evergreen Sun'day

school, but are much in need of a resident minister.

Sunday evening we had meeting at a place about

fourteen miles northwest of here, near Cushing

I think this is a good mission point and, with prop-

er efforts, a good work might be accomplished.

We expect Bro. Fitzwater to conduct a series of

meetings during the latter part of September.

—

Frank Lehman, Avg, 31.

Bear Creek, Ohio.—We met in council Sept 1.

A regular agent for the Gospel Messenger was ap-

pointed; also a solicitor to canvass our district to

raise funds to help build an Old Folks' and Oi

phans' Home in the Southern District of Ohii

Four regular solicitors were chosen for <

work. We have a " Poor Fund," which is regul

ly paid in, every quarter. The sum of S3.44 w

donated to help finish a Brethren's church in D(

ver, Colo., also §2.50, to pay a part of the funeral

expenses of a poor, aged sister in Southern Ohi

Kid. Lewis W. Teeter is expecled to hold a seri

of meetings for us this fall. Three have beeen add-

ed to the church by baptism since our last council.

—Josiah Eby, Sept. j.

Muenster, Tex.—The Texas Ministerial Meeting

was held in the Williams Creek church, Aug. 5,

Although several of our ministers, to whom topic;

had been assigned, were not present (on account of

sickness), we had a good meeting, and some excel

lent thoughts were presented. Only three minis-

ters of our District were present. Brethren Joseph

Glick, of Kansas, and A. W. Austin, of Oklahom
were present and gave able assistance. Aug. 6, the

District Meeting convened at the same place. Eld.

J. M. Elliott was chosen Moderator; J. H. Neher,

Reading Clerk; A. J. Wine, Writing Clerk. Not

much business came before the meeting. The mis

sion work received due attention. On the evening

of Aug. 7 we had a very enjoyable love feast

Thirty-three members communed. Bro. Glick of-

ficiated. Two services on Sunday closed another

refreshing season, Sept. 4 we expect Bro. Glick to

commence a aeries of meetings, — Belle Kinztt,

Muenster, Tex,
t
Aug, ag,

Chippewa Valley, Wis.—We met in quarterly

council Sept. 4 The business was pleasantly dis-

posed of. We decided to hold a love feast in Oc-
tober. We expect Bro. C. P. Rowland to be with

us Sept. it, to hold a series of meetings,— Carrie

M, Baker, Sept. 6.

Osage Church, Kans.—Wc met in quarterly coun-

cil Sept. 4. The church was found to be in union.

Bro. Miller, of Westphalia, Kans., was with us. He
is holding meetings in the north end of our church,

with good interest. Brethren Miller and Wolfe
gave us some good counsel — Nannie E. Neher,

McCune, Kan,, Sept. 4.

Manor Church, Pa.—Aug. 14 Bro. Herman A.
Stahl began to preach at the Crooked Creek
church and continued until the 24th. The interest

was good. An aged husband and wife were bap-

tized; also one of our Sunday school scholars. Bro.

Stahl is to conduct a series of meetings in the Ma-
nor church, to close with a love feast, Oct. 29, at 4
P. M.—ltE8ie Fyrck, Sept. 5.

Notice.—The churches of the Middle District

of Iowa will please notice that we, the Mission

Board of Middle Iowa, would be very glad, if all

the churches, who have not paid their ^hare of the

§500, which the District agreed to raise for mis-

sion work for this year, would send it in soon, so we
can balance the books before District Meeting,

which is Sept. 23.— W. E. West, Elkhart, Iowa, Sept, 6

Mooredale, Pa.—A sad accident befell our es-

teemed elder, Daniel Keller and Bro. Foust on

their way to preaching this morning. They were

caught by a freight train and seriously hurt. Bro.

Keller had some ribs torn from the spine, the ends

of which penetrated the lungs. Bro, Foust has one

leg broken and, hip crushed. The buggy is torn to

shreds. The horse had to be killed. Bro, Kellei

died the same evening.—-J. E Holsingtr, Aug, 2g.

Nevada, Mo.—We met in quarterly council on

the first Saturday in this month, with our elder,

Wm. Harvey, of Jasper City, Mo., present. The

members are in love and union. Nine were re

ceived by letter, One letter was granted and one

was received by baptism the day following. Bro.

Harvey preached for us on Sunday morning and

evening; also on Saturday evening, to fair congre-

gations. We decided to hold our love feast Oct,

30 and 31. Bro. Harvey was selected to give us a

series of meetings in connection with our feast, as-

sisted by Bro. C. S. Garber, of Ft, Scott —Z>, D.

Wine, Sept. 6.

Mexico, Ind—We met in council Sept. 3. The

business was disposed of with the best of feeling.

Our Sunday school was reorganized for the winter

with Silas C. Fisher as Superintendent. The

church decided to have a Bible school some time

this fall or winter. Our Communion meeting was

appointed for Oct. 8 at 2 P. M. Bro. L. H. Eby

is to hold a series of meetings in the Courier house,

commencing Aug. 11. We held our harvest meet-

ing Aug. 19, Bro. E. S. Young delivered the

thanksgiving sermon. Our collection for mis

work amounted to S3S00 for home and foreign

sions.—7. M. ReplogU, Sept. 5.

Donnel's Creek, Ohio.—We had a very pleasant

harvest meeting a few weeks ago. Bro. W. H.

Bowser gave the address, after which a collection

was taken up, and Si 1.60 was raised to spread the

Gospel at isolated points. Two precious souls were

recently baptized, one an aged lady. We have

from two to five appointments in the Donnel';

Creek church each Lord's Day. We need mor<

preachers, but how shall we get them? We recent-

ly returned from Pennsylvania where we were sent

by Annual Meeting on a committee. The meeting

passed off pleasantly. Wife and daughter are at

present taking medical treatment in Cincini

Ohio, As they require my attention and presence

to some extent, I may not be able to assist in th<

series of meetings, as expected, at different places

Any one desiring to write to Sister Frantz may ad

dress her at 708 John Street, Cincinnati, Ohio.—

Henry Franti, Forgy, Ohio, Aug. ?/.

Birmingham, Iowa.—The Pleasant Hill church
met in quarterly council Aug. 12. We decided to

begin a series of meetings Sept. 18, conducted by
Bro. Daniel Holder, of Batavia, Iowa. Our harvest

meeting was Sept. 4. A collection was taken up,

amounting to S4 c6. One was baptized Aug. 22 —
H. B.Johmto*, Aug, 7.

Notice.—The churches of the Sou'hern District

of Illinois are hereby notified that the District and
Ministerial Meetings of Southern Illinois will be

held in the Okaw church, Oct. 6. Those coming
by rail from the West, will arrive at Laplace, at ii:

49 A. M., and 4:49 P. M. Those coming from the

East will arrive at 9:20 A. M., and I: 55 P. M„ and

7: 10 P. M. Brethren coming on these trains will

find conveyance to place of meeting.

—

E. F. Wolf.

Elrick, Iowa.—Bro. Abraham Wolfe, of Liberty-

ville, Iowa, came to our place Aug. 27, and
preached two sermons at the Earl schoolhouse.

From there he went to Oakville and preached four

sermons. There was a good interest manifested at

Oakville, and a great deal of good might be done
if we could have the preaching. Wc plead with

the Mission Board of the Southern District of Iowa

to send some one to assist in the work. The doc-

trine is new to most of them at this place. Bro,

Wolf shunned not to declare the Word of God
while with us.

—

R. E, S, Hannan, Sept, 6,

Wood River Church, Nebr.—At our late council

one was received by letter. We send two dele-

gates to District Meeting. Eld. S. M, Forney has

been out in the field most of the time under the

Nebraska Mission Board, but returned to attend

the council and give us a few meetings over Sun-

day. He leaves us again Sept, 6, to continue his

work. Our love feast will be held Oct, 2, at 4

P. M, Those who contemplate attending our Dis-

trict Meeting are invited to be with us, as it is only

a short distance from where the District Meeting

will be held.—£. M, Snavely, Kearney, Ntbr., Sept, 4.

North Manchester Church, Ind.—Our quarterly

meeting was held Sept. 2. Much business came

before the meeting and was pleasantly disposed of.

We decided to send one query to next District

Meeting. Oar fall Communion meeting will be

held Nov. 6, at 10 A, M„ two miles west of the

city. Arrangements were made to hold regular

meetings at Liberty Mills, a point where the Breth-

ren never preached much. Perhaps the most im-

portant feature cf the meeting was the collection

for the India sufferers, for which purpose S35 88

was raised Sixteen solicitors were appointed to

call on those not present, so that all may have an

opportunity to contribute to this much-needed

fund.—D. C, Cripe, Sept. 5.

Plattsbnrg, Mo.—Aug. 2 Eld. J. M, Mohler, of

Pennsylvania, began meetings in this congregation

and continued for four weeks. The preaching was

at first largely -directed to the members, and the

church was greatly built up, and is now in better

working order than it has been for many years.

The Word was preached with great power, and the

workman hewed "to the line and the plummet,"

not shunning to declare "the whole counsel of

God.' Last Saturday we had our quarterly coun-

cil. A large amount of busines was transacted io the

best of spirit. E'd, J. B. Shirkey presided, Two

were restored, one to fellowship and one to the

ministry. It was decided by the church to hold

Sunday school and preaching service each Sunday

morning at the meetinghouse, one and a half miles

from Plattsburg, Sunday school each Sunday after-

noon in the College Chapel, and preaching each

Sunday evening while the school is in session.

Nine letters were handed in to the church at the

council two of them from ministers. Seven were

received by baptism during Bro. Mohler's preach-

ing. This addition of sixteen members to the

church adds new strength. There were about one

hundred members enrolled before- A goodly num-

ber more will hand in their letters soon. Our

school opened at Plattsburg, Sept. 1, with a good

attendance, The Bible department is especially

promising.—S. Z. Sharp, Sept. 5.
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fioglflatV Churxtlj ftlkU - "vVc bcld Out

quarterly council Aug. a» All btlslbesG r/as

disposed of ill love. Our elder, BtO. Daniel

Chambers, was with Us and preached for lis

on Sunday. We decided to held our love

feast. Sept 35 and 26.—John E. Athough. Sept

Notice. — Those

our feast will pie;

(toned the same 1

ntcmphiiing attending

note that we have post-

: week, making it Oct. 16,

inflicting with the District

Meeting of Texas and Oklahoma Territory,

we being expected to make a special repre-

sentation ihera—Etnanurl% Smith.

Silver Lake, Nebr.—The members of th

church met in council last Saturday, Aug. 2l

Our beloved elder, J. J.
Kendig, of Juniat;

was with us. We decided to have our lov

feast Oct a. We chose brethren Gecgfi Blai

kcnbiller and Thomas Evans as delegate

for District Meeting.— Mary A. Grahttt, Aug.

V-

Altamont, Kans —Our Commun
ing will be held at the residence

Henry Morris, two and 01

of Altamont, Kans., Oct.

o'clock I'. M. We would

c ale and enjoy the present

ber of visiting brethren m
at that time.- 7. /-. Switaer, Aug 31.

Deep River, Iowa. — Our Communion was

largely attended. Ministers from adjoining

churches were, Samuel Flory, Jacob Brower,

John Gable, J S. Snider, Anthony Sanger,

Peter Brower, and J J. Brower. Eld. Samuel

Flory officiated. The weather was all that

could have been asked for. 1 go to Ames,

Story Co., Sept. 4, to commence a series ol

meeting*!.- // R. Taylor, Sept. I.

Portage Church, Ohio. — We held out

harvest meeting Aug. 28. It was conducted

by t hi

Sept. t?, igg;,

MtiryMiid, III. - Bio. 1'.

Siding, III, will Commence
ings .11 West liranch on tbc

23. beginning at

very much appn
e ol a goodly nun
inisters and other

s $17.10 lor India suffer! Thei

few memb *rs present from the Rome con

gregaliou. Our elder, J. C. Whitmore, is in

health, at present. We hope be

>e restored to good health again,

—

7. B. Kyser Clov rdate, Ohio, Aug 30.

Elkhart Iowa — This church met in coun

cilAug 2! to prepare for our District Meet

cat deal of business came before

the meetin g. The church decided to pro-

vide extra rooai for our coming meeting

and steps were taken toward arrangement

for same Brethren Geo. A. Sbamberger

and James 0_ Goughnour were chosen as

delegates t District Meeting.

—

.Sarah (Sough

New Hope Church, Term.—Aug. 6 Bro. C.

W. Davis, with family, of Lawrence County,

came to us to visit his brother, lohn G. DaviF,

and preach for us. Aug. 7 brethren C. W.
Davis, C. M. Bantz and the writer, accom-

panied by Bro. John G. Davis, went to our

appointment in Benton County, where we
had three interesting meeting*. Aug. 9 we
returned borne and Bro. Davis preached five

sermons for us. We enjoyed his visit with

us very much.—5 W. Oren, Lankford, Tenn.

Chlques Church, Pa —Our harvest home
services were held Saturday afternoon, Aug.

21, in the church in Elizabethtown, and Aug.

28, on the farm of Bro. Elias S. Young, near

Manheim, conducted by the home ministers.

$115 was taken up at both these meetings for

the India suff-rers. At the request of friend

E. C. Ginder, the Brethren held a meeting

of the same nature on his farm, near Master-

sonville, Aug. 14. Bro. Isaac Graybill, of

Pennsylvania, with our ministers, did the

preaching. Three have been received by
baptism since the last report — John C. Z.ug,

Mastersonville, Pa., Aug. 30.

Pleasant Hill Church, 111. — Aug. 22 we
held a missionary meeting, made up of four

fifteen-minute talks, which were very inter-

esting and instructive, and which stirred up
the congregation generally, as to their duty

to their Creator and toward their fellowmen,

feeling that a Christian liveth not unto him-
self, but unto others. A collection was tak-

en up, which amounted to $26.81, of which
a part will be used for the District Mission

and the balance for world wide mission.

After this was done, a sister, that had been
with the Old Order Brethren for sometime,

was received back very cheerfully into fel-

lowship and friendship with the saints.—Sam't
S. Brubaker, Virden, III., Sept. /.

K Keltuef, of

1 setlee of met:t>

evening of Sept,

ve feast, which

will be Oct. 12 and 13, commencing at 10 A.

U.-J W. Deardorff, Aug 31.

Middle Fork, Ind —We held our harvest

meeting Aug. 28. Eld. Isaac Billhcimer

preached at 10: 30 A. M. to a large congrega-

tion after which $28 was collected for the

India sufferers, In the afternoon we had
about one hour song service by brethren John

L. Wagoner, Wm. H. Metzger and Harvey
B. Melzger. After this service we had a

children's meeting. Bro. James L. Hazlett

addressed the children. Sister Minerva ]

ger led the children in song service,

had a glorious meeting,—John E. Metsger,

1 dn.i Mills, Ind , Aug. 30.

Somerset Church, Idq\ — The Somerset

church and the Wabash church met Aug. Ig,

1807, for their harvest meeting. The attend-

ance was large and the attention good, The
occasion was improved in the forenoon by

Bro L. H. Eby, who spoke on "Thanksgiv-

ing." We had song service from 1:30 till

2 P. M„ which added much to the occasion.

At 2 P. M. Bro. Moss, of Landessville, Ind.,

addressed the congregation again, touching

the subject of Mission Work. After

there was a collection taken for home
sion work, which amounted to SS 77. This

amount should be credited equally to both

churches.—?. D, Rife, Converse, Ind.

By bis efforts in HutVard County, tbeie was
a large church built up, for which he spent

the best part of his life. Though he bei

feeble in body, and partly so in mind, yet he

did not lose that strong zeal and love hi

bad for the church of his choice. He at

tended meetings whenever health would a

all ; ndga uked . 1 the

CORRESPONDENCE.

At the District Meeting of California and

Arizona, last April, steps were taken to hold a

Bible school and missionary meeting in Los

ext, as the time of beginning, and to con-

not less than one week, with a probabili-

two weeks, The Committee on Program
oon arrange the order of exercises,

ere will be classes formed for the study of

useful Bible topics during the day, and the

ing will be given to preaching,—a love

to characterize the closing exercises,

the purpose is to introduce practical,

apostolic Christianity or Gospel principles ap-

plied. One day will be given to Sunday school

work, where normal methods will be illus-

trated, and reports from Sunday schools of our

Brethren in California and Arizona will be

heard.

e meeting? will be held in the W. C. T.

0. Hall, near the court-house, easily accessible

from all parts of the city. This meeting will be
followed by a vigorous campaign in all the

Brethren churches in Southern California, and,

e trust, elsewhere in this District.

It is pleasing to know that the Committee of

rrangementa have asked the ministers in

e various congregations to preach on person-

responsibility, consecration and Christian

ving. The ministers are earnestly taking up
e work and great gcod is already manifested.

We crave the prayers and sympathies of all

vers of God in this effort to introduce to the

:arts of the people of Los Angeles, the won-
:rful, beneficial teachings and principles of

sus,— not in theory alone, but in a practical,

should arrange

njoy this missi

iplating

M. M. ESHBLHA

Death of Eld. tik-l Hamilton.

Elij Hii Ha
of New York, May 4, i8n. From this

he moved to Union County, Indiana,

: be was married to Nancy Kingery
Sept. 30, 1830. In the fall of 1837, he and

: united with the German Baptist church,

the fall of 1845 he was elected to the

istry. In August, 1846, he and family

'ed to Howard County, Ind. He being

of the first settlers, he was forced to en-

e many hardships and severe labor to

ride for his family. Though the discour-

agements were trying, he was always ready
.uid willing to go and preach the Gospel,

result of his zeal for the cause of his

er, he was ordained elder June ti, 1856.

preached Word,

Grandfather Hamilton attended twenty-

two Annual Meetings. Having survived

his first wife, he was married to Molly Crull

Oct, 10, 1881, who preceded him to the spirit

world about six months, At the time of his

death he was staying with his daughter in

;umo, where he departed this life Aug.

aged eighty-six years, three months and

twenty-one days. One son, two daughters

and a number of grandchildren are left to

mourn the loss of one who has now gone tc

his reward. May we, one and all, rfmembei
the good advice received from our dear ole

brother, and, with God's blessing, live faithful

until death, that, when God gath

home, we may be ready to ente

the pearly gates, where we can meet loved

ones gone before, and forever be with the

Lord! Funeral occasion improved to a large

concourse of people by Eld. Jacob

and others, Text, 2 Tim. 4: 7. 8

Ridgeway, Ind.

Prtkr Hn

Death of Michael J. Thomas.

Bro. Michael J. Thomas died at his home
in New Virginia, towa, Aug. 23, 1897, of

ous prostration, aged sixty-five years, :

months and twenty-two days. He was

in Preston County, W. Va , Jan, I, 1832, At
the age of two years, he, with his parent:

:d to Fayette County, Pa. He united

the Brethren church at the age of six

years, and lived a faithful and useful

He was educated at Mt. Pleasant CoL
lege, Westmoreland County, Pa, He was mar
ried May 10, 1863, to Miss Sarah A. Zimmer

To this union were born two children,—

j Winfield, who died at the age of seven

, and Ida Louisa Barbara, who, with the

er, survives him, and is the wrfe of D. F

Deceased

He

vas called to the ministry

ed in that capacity thirty-three

as ordained as elder in

-lis first labors in the

ylvania. West Virgin

876 he came to Ne<

lived, labored and died.

The funeral services wtre conducted from

he Brethren church, which owes its erection

the indefatigable energies of Uncle Mike
nd his brother, Isaac, by Bro. N. Flory,

who preached to a house overflowing with

rrowing relatives and friends, from the

xt, "As ye have borne the image of the

rtby, ye shall also bear the image of the

heavenly."

ew men living in a community for twenty-

years, can go out of it, leaving behind

m so much regret and heartfelt sorrow, as

our townsman, Michael J. Thomas, and
he wife and daughter, brothers and sis-

;, the record he leaves behind, should be,

and undoubtedly is, a great solace in their

were attended to the

cemetery by a host of mourning friends, who
paid the last sad tribute of respect to the

dead, and all that was mortal of our beloved

rest to await the final

W. M. Thomas.

PROGRAMMES.
Ministerial Meeting of Southern Illinois.

This meeting will be held in the Okaw
church, Piatt County, 111,, Oct. 7 and 8, 1897.

dress of Welcome.—John Arnold.

'The Minister's Prayer."—J. H. Baker,
David Troxel.

•What is a Model Sermon?" — John
Harshbarger, J, C. Stoner,

"How to Approach and Gain our Erring
Members more Successfully."—T. D. Lyon, B.

F. Filbrun.

'The Duties of the Ministry in Molding
ment to Appreciate the Blessings of the

Home, as Taught in the Scriptures."—Henry
Lilligh, S. W. Garber.

1 How can the Ministry be Instrumental
rocurlng Funds for the Home Mission

Work?"—Amos Leedy, D. T. Wagoner.

6. " Whai are the most Certain Kri.ic.ict;, „(

CbrisHauityr-b. S, Miller, Heister Undia

General Torir.—"The Church; What ls

It?—Its Object and Aim."

John Baknhak",
)A L Binoaman, £ Committee,

This meeting is to be held in the West
Nimishillen church, Wednesday, Oct. 6, 1897.

Tuesday Evening, Oct. 3
Discourse. — " Thanked God and Tuok

Courage," Acts 28: 15.—C.J. Workman, Wrrj,

Dessenbere.

Wednesday, Oct. 6,8: jo A. M.

i. " What are Christ and the Church to

Me? "—Reuhen Shroyer, J. G. Mishler.

2. "The Christian Ministry."

1. "Unity." — Edward Loomis, Henry
Keller.

2. "Exchange of Pulpits."—J.J. Hoover

Josiah Hochslettler.

3. " Gospel Sermons," — Noah Longa-

necker, D. M. Irvin.

4. "Decorum,"—W, F, England, John

F. Kahler.

Assignment of queries.

'Mis

ring q ,,301

nd F01ireign." — George

Worst, Quincv Leckrone.

2. "Whn will Go?' Isa, 6: 8,—F. B.

Weimer, T, S. Moherman.

3. "Who will Send Them? " Rom. 10:

15.—Tobias Hoover, Charles Kinsley,

"Sunday School Work."
1. *' Preparation." —James Murray, Ar-

thur Workman.
2. " Attendance."—Albert Harrold, Mrs.

J.J.Hoover.

3. "Vocal Music."—S. B. Stuckey, Jen-

nie Culler.

A general invitatic

present and enjoy the meeting,

H. S. Young,
T. C. Wieand,
A.l. Heimavd,

xtended to all 1

-^OUR * BOOK x TABLE <*

Three Bl*ine Bo ks —The Funk & Wag-
nalls Company, New York, have recently be-

come the sole publishers of the three most

widely known books relating to Mr. Blaine's

career. They are everywhere recognized as

being of extraordinary political and historical

importance.. Foremost in tbe group is Mr,

Blaine's now famous "Twenty Years of Con-

gress." This scholarly volume must be ranked

among the most accurate and authoritative re-

3 of American history for the period it

•s, which is from the events that led Dp

; Civil War to the assassination of Presi-

dent Garfield

of Yale, has s

d valuable

Years of Cong:

titled " Po
Mr. Blain

It is truly, as President Porter,

d, " one of the most interesting

orks extant upon our political

cessary companion to "Tweaty
ess," is a compact volume, en-

cal Discussions," and containing

,
ad-

es and diplomatic papers. Their keen

at into their momentous issues of the na-

life, with which Mr. Blaine was so intt-

ly connected, their chaste and elegant

in, their compass of thought, and their

dignity and patriotism, contribute to make
them a singularly important contribution to

rical literature. Another highly valuable

work is the biography of Mr. Blaine from Gail

Hamilton's skillful pen. Mr. Blaine left all

ersonal papers and notes, both public and

private, with the talented author, and appoint-

ed her his literary executrix. The book con-

a complete and well-told story of the

great statesman's life. Its value is enhanced

by copious engravings and half-tone illustra-

-MATRIJVIONIAL-

williams — RIDDLESBERGER. — At

e residence of the bride's parents, Belle-

ville, Kans,, Aug. 25, 1897, by the undersigned,

Lester E, William-, and Susie Riddlesberger,

Jamrs Z. Gilbert,
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. . FALLEN * ASLEEP

KEEVER. — In the bounds of the Nettle

Creek church, Ind., Aug 16, 1897, friend

George Keever, aged 70 years, II months and

14 days. He was married to Catharine Mar
ifold in April, 1853. There were bom to thi

union four children, — two sons and iw

daughters, all of whom are yet living, ex-

cept one daughter. His companion has lost

an nffectionate husband, and the children a

kind father. Funeral services by the writer

assisted by Eld. L. W. Teeter, from 2 Kings

3o; 1. Abraham Bowman.

MECKLEY.—In the Spring Creek congre-

gation, Fa., Aug. 18, 1897, sister Catharine

Meckley, aged 73 years, II months and c

days She was a member of the Brethrec

church for many years. A husband and tores

daughters preceded her to the spirit world

One daughter is left to mourn her loss.

Sallib A. Hawk

ADAMS. — In the City of Canton, Ohio,

Ang. IJ, 1897, Emma Adams, daughter of

Iirr>. Richard F. and sister Finna E. Adam
aged 2 years, 3 months and n days, Like

little lamb she has Rone before.

John F. Kahlkr.

SHOUSE.—In the Falls City church, Nebr.,

July 26, 1897, Bro. John Shouse, aged 84 years,

n months and 10 days. Deceased was born

in Washington Ccunty, Md., Aug. 16, 1812,

He leaves four sons and three daughters,

His wife and five children preceded him tc

the spirit world. Funeral services conduct-

ed by Eld. John Humbarger. Text, " If a man
die, shall he live again." Job 14: 14.

Geo. W. Peck.

GOUGHNOUR. — In the Canton church,

Stark Co., Ohio, Aug. 23, 1897, Bro. Frank
Goughnour, aged 23 years, 4 months and 2

days. Deceased was born in Cambria County,

Pa., April 3, 1874. He united with the church

in bis youthful years, and livtd a consistent

Christian life. He fitted himself for teach

ing school, but his health failed. He thei

went to Florida, and there became still worse
When he came home to the City of Canton
he was quite ill. He lingered, however, for

several months, hoping to get well. Shortly

before his departure he called for the breth-

ren and was anointed. His remains wen
laid to rest in the Mt. Pleasant cemetery, ii

the presence of a large concourse of people.

John F. Kablhr.

SHUEY.—At her home, near Maple Grov:

church, Norton Co, Kans , Aug. 21, 1897
Bertha E. Shuey, aged 16 years, 4 month;

and 25 days. Bertha was the daughter of

James and Sadie Shuey, but since earl

childhood she bad lived with her grandp;

rents. Funcal services by Bro. G. M. Thron
and Mr. O. L. Brown, of the Progress^

church, from Ps. 39: 4. Lauka M. Shuey.

GREAVER.— In the City of Staunton, i

the Bairen Ridge congregation, Augusta Cc

Va., Aug. 27, 1897, sister — Greaver, age

40 years, 5 months and 8 days. Sister Greavt
united with the Brethren church a few months
previous to her death. She died of consump-
tion. Funeral services at the house by Eld,

Samuel Driver. N. Walter Off.man.

- ft ANNOUNCEMENTS ft ft

DISTRICT nEETINdS.

LOVE FEASTS.

iS., Olathe oburofa, Sam.

Sept. '.fi, Good Hope ohurcb, (

CIlUltCM DUilATOi; 1.

Los Atif/eles, Cat. — Ho, 238 South Han-

Chicago, III.—183 Thirteenth Place. Serv-

Baltimore City Mission.—n08 Towson

Northwest Ilo/thnorc Mission.—Cornel
•resstmanand Calhoun Sts. Services. Sunday, 9:30 A
I., 8 F. M. Bible Class, Wednesdays, S P. M.

Cedar Bapitls, Ioiva.—Qor. 4th Ave. and

Harrisbura, Fa.— Meetings in Hall, Cor

• ADVERTISEMENTS 1

Cap Goods.

Baltimore City Church.

balldlng a ohurc

Do You Sing?

If so, have you examined the Brethren Sun-
day School Song Book? It is a well-arranged

and carefully-selected collection of songs suita-

ble for the Sunday School, Prayer Meeting or

Social Gathering.

Thousands of them have been sold, and to

introduce the book this offer is made to Sun-

day School Superintendents and Choristers.

Order a copy, either round or shaped notes,

npanied with 35 cents, the retail price,

ve will send the book and a coupon good

for 35 cents on the first dozen books or-

dered at the regular price, $3.60 per dozen pre-

paid. Address;

Brethren Publishing House,
Mt. Morris, 111.

The Lord Our Righteousness.

Eld. S. N. McCann'S new book, " The Lord
Our Righteousness," discusses a great ques-
tion in an able manner. It is one of the book:

destined to make .1 sensation among Bible

readers, and not one readerof the Mkssri
should be without it. Bro. McCann has had
the kindness to dedicate this excellent book
the Home Mission Fund of the Brethren

Baltimore, Md. The object of this fund is

raise money to build a much-needed house
worship in that city. The profits from the sale

of this bonk go to this fund, so that every book
sold will add to the fund. The work cor

128 pages, is neatly bound in good cloth, and
will prove one of the most interesting boi

yet put out by the Brethren. Price, 50 cei

Will be sent post-paid to any part of the U:

ed States. Ttrms to Agents, 40 cents ea

prepaid, in lots of three or more. Address
orders to this office.

Gold...
.1 KkMiilyki.', Imt (lint, HOW, H

ipority ih roiiiuK in, liaro

iiomw, Ciiklna Biitni'rlptioili

Mind Mysteries,

By Eld. J. S. Plory, Price i

I fllll> HI

Agents "Wanted.

r PUBLISHING 1

JCHEAP EXCURSIONS TO

NEBRASKA
September 7, 21. October 5, 1 9,

.ickets, good fur 21 days, will HALF

fl Dry, Healthy Climate.

A Soil Unsurpassed for Richness,
easy to cultivate, and yielding
all varieties of crops.

PUBLIC SALE!

Plattsburg College.

J. J. ELLIS & CO..

General Commission Merchants

OUR PUBLICATIONS,

3 CHILDREN AT WORK.
M.l.m.H

l.lll.l.iM.-'ll.

rmor, ,n

i JUVENILE QUARTERLY.-Sullcd to Iho

to and advanced primary clnsaea. Illus-

ilrIo subscription, por yuar, so eta.; 10 or

.iMc, rtd L-liiL', purdo/tu 85*

SCHOOL REWARD CARDS. - Our slock o(

BRETHREN'S HYMNAL.— Morocco, gilt edge. Si.iM

BRETHREN'S HYMN BOOK.-Finc limp, tflt edge, 6j

BRETHREN PUBLISHING HOUSE,

Mount AlorrU, HI,
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DISTRICT A1EETIN0S.

LOVE FEASTS.

HOMESEEKERS'

EXCURSIONS
Red River Valley, Devils Lake, and

Turtle Mountain Regions

in North Dakota,

Sept. 7 and 21, Oct. 5 and 19,

Great Northern Railway

In Northern Minnesota and North Dakota, in-

cluding Mayville, Crary, Devils Lake,

Grand Harbor, Churchs Ferry,

Leeds, Cando, Bisbee, Rol-

la, and intermediate

One Fare for the
Hound Trip

plus $2.00; tickets good for 21 days from date

of sale, and good for return any time within

limit. This will enable parties to visit the

original Brethren settlements in North Dakota
just as harvest begins.

Those who wish to go on any of these excur-

sion dates can get further particulars by ad-

dressing

MAX BASS,
Gen. Im, Agent.

320 S. Clark St. Chicago, 111.

HOW TO OWN

An Elgin Watch

Not a Single Penny
in Advance.

Read the fallowing Special Offer

:

;, open face, $7 15

" hunting case, 7 80

, open face, - 8 45

hunting case, 9 30

II. E, XEfl'COMEli,

JUNIATA BIBLE LECTURES.

Tlii'.v nr.- iinw |>nlill~li.(

Teeter's Commentary

The prices on this popular and
liable Commentary have now been
duced to the following:

Cloth Binding, two volumes, - $4,01

Half Leather, two volumes, - 4.51

Half Morocco, two volumes, • 5,01

Stn4 In Sp'ttal PrUil U AfMtl,

One Fare, plus $2, for the
Round Trip

!

Visit Central North Dakota

Inspect the Harvest!

Secure a Home!

...HOMESEEKERS'...

EXCURSIONS

Northern Pacific Railway

','11 S[!l|.lfS.

O. W. MOTT,

WM, H. PHIPPS,

WONDERFUL

CATARRH INHALER FREE,

FAMILY RECORD

The Church Manual.

This little work, by Eld. H. B. Brumbaugh,
ves thorough information on the various top-

s treated, in a concise and comprehensive

Contents: Declaration of Faith; The Sab-

bath; Loyalty to the Civil Government; Non-
ance; Anointing the Sick; On Taking the

Oath; Temperance; Conformity to the World;
Church Govemment;The Church Visit; Church
Officers; How to Conduct Church Meetings;

Rules for Members in Case of Offenses; Sun-

day Schools; The Prayer Meeting; The Mar-
riage Relation; Burial Service; Family Wor-
ship; Parliamentary Rulings,

Prick,—Single copy, post-paid, 15 cents;

per dozen, $1.50, Address this office.

BRETHREN'S

Plain Clothing

If you want

When 1011 buy from us

We always

guarantee Satisfaction

and refer to our many patrons,

some of whom will be found in

nearly any community where the

Tde. Samples.. f 1. s.jtj,

blank, tape lin

iipplk

Brethre

from which «

rules for ordering

Our rules for self-mec

one can understand them

We want to hear from you.

PHILL1PS0N CLOTHING COMPANY
WARSAW, INDIANA.

The Old Testament as Related to

the New Testament and

Christ in Both.

icludlng t:

Doctrinal Outlines

Is a book of 77 closely-printed pages that is

growing in favor wherever it is known. It is a

work for ministers, Sunday school workers and
others, containing outlines on the following:

Historical, Doctrinal, Missionary, Secret Soci-

eties, Homiletics, Revivals, The Sunday School

The Home.
It is highly prized in Smyrna. (See page 41

of Messenger.) Order soon, as the number
hand is limited. Price, paper cover 15

ts; cloth, 25 cents, prepaid.

Brethren Publishing Hodsb,
Mt. Morris, III.

Windsor
European Hotel,

TRIBUNE BLOCK,

'45 to 153 Dearborn St. S. Gregstbn, Prop.

CHICAGO, ILL.

PARKER'S GINGER TONIC

• and th« dUtregalug 1 btomo'jhi Liver,
any to tin
timely nao>

» draping many
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-^EDITORIAL t MISCELLANY-

On Friday night, Sept. 10. there was a terrible

train wreck on a branch road running into Grand

Junction, Colo, The two trains came together with

terrific force, completely demolishing both engines,

a number of coaches and killing and maiming near-

ly forty persons. As soon as the collision occurred

the gas-tank, used for lighting the passenger coach-

es, exploded, and both trains were soon a mass of

flames, and many of the people, fast in the wreck,

were burned before the eyes of those who had es-

caped, there being no possible chance of rendering

them any assistance. The Pullman car and Chica-

go, Burlington & Quincy special, were uncoupled

and got away from the wreck, and in this way were

saved. All the mail matter was burned, and in the

lot was some sent out from this office. We now re-

gret our inability to supply the missing papers to

those living west of that point, who failed to get

their Messenger for that week.

There is on foot a movement for a uniform di-

vorce law in all the States of the Union, This would

be a most fortunate thing to have and it is to be

hoped that nothing will hinder it from being brought

about. Recently a meeting of the Uniform Law
Commission appointed a committee to draft a bill

on this question, to be submitted to the National

Bar Association at Cleveland for approval. Should

the contemplated bill meet the approval of the As-

sociation, an effort will be made to have the legis-

latures of the different States to adopt the bill and

thus secure divorce laws that will be uniform. As

it is, parties living in a State where a divorce is diffi-

cult to secure may go into another State where the

laws are very loose on this point, and secure a di-

vorce on most any pretext. The looseness of our

marriage law, all over the country, is to be de-

plored. There is perhaps but one State where di-

vorces are not recognized. In all his teaching Jesus

gave but one cause for the separation of man and
wife, and that was fornication. Were all States to

adopt laws on this subject, as strict as the principles

laid down by the Savior, our divorce courts would
have far less to do, and society would be a great

deal better off. _____^_^
A writer, who recently visited NoMhfield, Mass.,

to attend the "World's Conference of Christian

Workers," thinks that while the Conference may
lack in the proper understanding of the Gospel, in

inrny respects, there is none of that lack along the

missionary line. He says, "The missionary enthu-

siasm of this Conference is marvelous. - The great

commission, 'To go into all the world,' is not mis-

understood here." But it is to be feared that it is

misunderstood by not a few of our own people.

While it is proper for us to strictly adhere to the

"Thus sayeth the Lord," respecting the external re-

quirements of the New Testament, it is equally im-

portant that we show our love for the salvation of

souls by carrying the Gospel to other nations. The
enthusiasm of the apostles to have the Gospel

preached to every creature was no less than their

desire to have the ordinances kept as they were de-

livered to them by Jesus, the great founder of the

Christian church. The keeping of the ordinances,

as well as the living of a devout life in other re-

spects, should go hand in hand with the preaching

of the Gcp i among all nations.

Some of our readers may not be specially inter-

ested in the Brown University and President An-

drews' difficulty, which, for a month or more, has

been given considerable attention by all the leading

newspapers in the country, but there are connected

with the unfortunate affair some things from which

a lesson or two may be learned. The university is

an institution of learning that stands very high in

the East. President Andrews has few equals as the

ruling factor in such an institution, and under his

skillful management the university prospered as it

had never before. But from a political standpoint

the views of the President do not accord with those

held by the corporation, and in a few instances the

President may not have been as wise as a serpent in

his manner of promulgating his views. This led

the committee, representing the corporation, to sug-

gest some change. This the President could not

accept, and so tendered his resignation, and ar-

ranged to take charge of another institution. The

action of the committee, as well as that of Mr.

Andrews, was almost universally condemned by the

press, and finally both parties seem to have regret-

ted their hasty course. The corporation had the

honor to ask the President to withdraw his resigna-

tion, and remain in charge of the university, though

they held different views concerning the one ques-

tion that had made the trouble. This Dr. Andrews

has finally consented to do, and now we may expect

to see things move on more smoothly. The occur-

rence was a very unfortunate one, and is the result

of undue haste on the part of all parties concerned.

They ought to have taken time to think, but it

seems that they did not, and now they must all feel

more or less ashamed of their conduct before the

public. It is not unfrequently the case that the

church may, too, be a little hasty in some mat

ters that come to her for adjustment. True, she may
at times be irritated by the unwise conduct of an
over-zealous brother. Still it pays to pause long
enough to do a great deal of careful thinking. Af-
ter the action it is too late to think to advantage.
Think first; think soberly, and then act as wisdom
may dictate.

The yellow fever has made its appearance in New
Orleans, Mobile and several other places in the

South and along the Mississippi river. A few cases I

are reported in Cairo. In spite of the vigorous ef-

forts of the authorities to keep it within prescribed

limits, it seems to be spreading, but need not occa- I

sion any great alarm, as all the cases so far exam-
ined have proved to be a very mild type of the dis-

ease. Still it is one of the diseases greatly dread-

ed by the southern people, and usually paralyzes

business wherever it is permitted to get a foothold

It is, however, fortunate that it comes late in Uiec
season, for the first heavy frost is likely to kill tfie *
germs and put an end to its work, for the present «

year at least. There are two conditions that are Lr,- I

tal to yellow fever. One is cleanliness and the othi

er is cold weather. Were all the cities in the warm*,

climates kept in a good sanitary condition, and the*

people compelled to keep their persons as well as

their premises clean, we would hear but little of this

terrible plague, God has placed a premium on
right living in every department of life, whether it I

pertains to our physical, mental or moral being.

Persons as well as communities, violating this one
great principle, must expect the chastisement of

God.

The bicycle is still a disturber in the economic
conditions of the world, and makes hardships where
they are by no means welcomed. Millions upon
millions of dollars are invested in wheels, and this

draws just that much money from other industries.

The liverymen complain most, for men can now
make ten or twenty miles on the wheel with too

much ease to think of hiring a livery rig. In places

where there are good roads people will often ride

the wheel in preference to paying railroad fare. The
street car business also suffers on account of the

wheel innovation, for clerks find it cheaper to own
and use a bicycle than to pay out so much for car

fare. The saloonkeeper suffers and grumbles, for

people who use the wheel dare not indulge much in

intoxicants. In times gone by the daughter must

have an organ, and that took money, but now the

son must have a bicycle as well, and that either re-

quires the expenditure of more money, or a sacrifice

upon the part of one or the other. Formerly the

young man saved his money for a horse but now he

saves it for a wheel. In many localities there are

less pale cheeks, for the girls have become tanned

by the sun and wind while in the open air with their

bicycles. This, of course, gives the physician less

to do, but increases the demand for food, for those

who are much in the open air have improved ap-

petites. Even the savings banks are complaining,

for the people deposit less of their earnings.

So the wheel must be held responsible for a

number of things, — more than what we have

named. Just how much good it is doing we have

no way of knowing, but it must be given due credit

for getting thousands out into the fresh air, where

they can enjoy some of nature's best remedies

—

good air and plenty of exercise. We fear it is not

benefiting the young generation religiously, as the

love of the wheel keeps many of the young men

from both church and Sunday school. But we hope

to see an improvement along this line.



THH QOSPHL 3yCBSSB3SrOBK,. Sept. 25, 1897,

->BSSAYS'

Thb
Without one thrill ol pleasure or o

Thou wast a mystery, unsolved, ur

Thy claim upon my care I did not

Those little mission stations 'cross

Midnaptire, Santipore, what were I

Broad India was but a foreign sho;

A la li.l In,,

But tbou, once far away, hast now drawn near

And to my heart thou art so de

I grieve o'er all thy ills, I mourn thy woes,

Thy friends 1 count as mine, a mine thy foes.

For where our treasures are, r hearts will be

r tin ,

And I was poor, dear Lord; small was my store,

India has my all She that I scorned before,

And I crave blessings on that foreign land.

Lord, hold her ever in thy strong, right hand.

Guard her from famine, pestilence, and sword.

And keep her ever by thy power, Lord.
—Mrs. Emery IVyma

PRIDE, FASHION, AND THE CURE.

Part Three.—Uniformity.

In Gospel Messenger, Nos. 21 and 22, appeared

Parts One and Two of the subject, heading this arti-

cle, I have since concluded that my train of

thought was incomplete without Part Three, Unifor-

mity. I previously showed that pride is a principle

of evil, enthroned in the heart or affections; and,

while its manifestations are various, a common
manifestation is inordinate fashion. The cure of

these evils is:

1. Plant conviction in the heart, as to the offen-

siveness of these great sins. This can only be done

by teaching.

2. " Make no provisions for the flesh to fulfill the

lusts thereof." Let those sins go unfed; unprovid-

ed for. A law in nature is, that the object which

grows or has life, if left unfed, unprovided for, will

die; hence the propriety of negative teaching in the

Bible.

Pride, conceived in the heart, commonly develops

into inordinate fashion. The treatment of these

sins, along the lines of the negative and affirmative

teaching of the Bible will lead to:

Uniformity is defined by the "Standard Diction-

ary " thus: " The quality of being uniform; invari-

able reg-

ularity." Webster gives a similar definiti

words, employed in the foregoing definition, con-

tain rich and lofty elements of Bible doctrine.

The doctrine of uniformity is a constant outgrowth
all along the line of Gospel teaching. Paul says:

"Be not conformed to this world, but be ye trans-

formed by the renewing of the mind." "Trans"
means " over " or " again; " and to transform, you
must have a form. Like all divine changes it must
be wrought through the mind, heart, and affections;

or it would lack the essential element of faith.

This form includes our manner, life, and character,

as taught in the Scriptures, and includes our appar-
el. A change of the rule does not destroy the doc-
trine of uniformity, that is provided for in our defi-

nition quoted. We read of those condemned, of

whom it is said, "They had a form of godliness,

but denied the power." The form doubtless was
right, but they lacked the Spirit, the element of

power. ' N t fashioning yourselves according to

the former lusts in your ignorance." I Pet, 1: 14.

Webster dtfines fashion, " T*ie form of a gaiment;
the cut or shape of clothes." H-w clearly is this

latter text covered by our definition of uniformity!

We are to have "one mind," "one faith," "all
speak the same thing." These are to be uniform

with the mind, spirit, faith and teachings of Christ.

Uniformity was prominent in the Mosaical wor-

ship. The priests were to be clad with a coat, a

girdle, a robe, an ephod, a breastplate, in which was

the l rim and the Thummim, a miter upon their

head, with a holy crown on their brow. This closes

with the words, " As the Lord commanded Moses."

See Lev. 8: 6-9. Here is a minute and elaborate

specimen of uniformity, directly taught by God
himself. Hence it is not human, but purely divine.

In creation " God said, Let us make man in our

image, after our likeness." He said of the seed,

fruit, and every living creature, that it should " bri"g

forth after its kind." He took himself as a pattern.

Here we see that God was governed in the crea-

tion by the law of uniformity. The Scriptures

abound in numerous sayings, that the kingdom of

heaven is like certain things in nature. These are

all measures of uniformity. Their differences do

not destroy the fact of uniformity; for it is the

points of sameness that constitute uniformity.

Moses said that Christ would be like him. So he

was, in a number of striking respects; but they had
differences as diverse as truth and error; yet this

did not destroy the type,—their uniformity.

I have a volume in my library, written by Drum-
mond, which I value much. In this volume he

shows the analogy, sameness, or uniformity between

the laws of the natural and the spiritual worlds.

The degree of uniformity of the laws governing

these remote kingdoms, was to me both surprising

and interesting. I am quite sure that there is uni-

formity in heaven, for the Seer upon Patmos says,

" I beheld, and lo, a great multitude, that no man
could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and

people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and
before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and
palms in their hands." Rev. 7: 9.

What a glowing picture of uniformity these

words do portray in the glory world! Besides, the

faithful who overcome, are assured that they also

shall be clothed in white. In the church we only

seek approximate uniformity, but in heaven there

will be perfect uniformity, and those who do not

like uniformity down here, will hardly enjoy heav-

en, for we plainly see that there will be perfect

uniformity over there.

Again; as we will only reap over there what we
sow down here, I utterly fail to see how we can

reap uniformity over there, when we have refused it

down here. Who has not heard words of praise

concerning the pleasing aspect of uniformity at our

jmmunion tables, where churches were in order?

One of the most beautiful scenes during the last

political campaign, to which reference was made in

my hearing, was a wagon, loaded with young girls,

lad in white, red, and blue, representing the sister

States of the Union. We love the beautiful. It is

niformity that is beautiful; hence the Bible is full

f it. All nature is full of the most sublime pic-

tures of uniformity.

Paul, at one time, says: ' Doth not even nature

tself teach you? " Let us pause and inquire what
nature does teach us on this line: Take a leaf of the

vine from the different parts of the earth, and the

uniformity of the unwritten law that controls their

form and appearance is manifest. Compare the

uncultivated lily of the wilds, with the cultivated

house lily, and one of God's laws of uniformity can

read in bold characters as to their formation

and odor.

Let the student of nature look out upon the

broad fields of created matter, in whatever direc-

tion he chooses, and it becomes apparent that, in

ach department, God was governed by some law
of uniformity in their formation. Let him view
the constellations above, or fathom the rocks be-

neath; the birds of the air, or the fishes of the sea,

with the wild animals of the hills, plains and
forests, and they all are clear proof that their for-

mation was by some law of uniformity.

I, therefore, affirm that God created nothing in the

various kingdoms of nature, nor did he set up any-

thing in his various dispensations of grace that he

did not stamp with some law of uniformity,

I constantly meet with the statements of breth-
ren, showing that they are in accord with the doc-
trine of this essay. On page 340, Gospel Messen-
ger, under the title "Annual Meeting Eti-
quette," by Bro. H. B. Brumbaugh, I find the fol-

lowing clear statement: "We fear, sometimes, that

in places, our people are getting far away from the
Scriptural idea of ' modest apparel,' and Gospel
plainness. A lady dressed in a plain dress, of mod-
est color, with a head-dress to correspond, in make
and color, is much nearer Gospel plainness, than
the one with a fiery red bonnet, over a sky blue

dress, with puffed sleeves, waisted with pink rib-

bons, and footed with white slippers." He uses

the word " correspond," while I use the word uni-

formity. The two, <n meaning, are so near alike

that Webster enters the word "agree" or "agree-
ment" into the definition of both words. He used
the word " make," while I use the Scriptural word,
" fashion." His words are a clear vindication of

the general sentiment of this essay. The doctrine

of the church is, and must be, approximate uni-

formity.

The ordinance of the salutation, in order that

there be no embarrassment, requires that we recog-

nize each other as members on our approach.

This can only be done by accepting the doctrine of

approximate uniformity.

Not only is uniformity seen in all the different

kingdoms of nature, and in all departments of the

different dispensations of grace, but in the different

organizations,—military, political, or secret,—while

scores of religious societies have adopted some
measure of uniformity. Even the brethren and sis-

ters who have, to the sorrow of many (and I fear

their own future sorrow) aroused so much heated

opposition to the long-cherished principles of uni-

formity, themselves desire uniformity, though it is

the changing measures of uniformity adopted by
the goddess, Fashion. In doing so, is it not proof

of their love for the world? " If any man love the

world, the love of the Father is not in him."

I close with an expression of the painful regret,

that so many of our promising young are not grasp-

ing the necessary facts on this doctrine of uniformi-

ty, being led by older minds and some of talent.

Without recognizing some measures of uniformity,

there has never been a single plain church that has

been able to retain her plainness. The inevitable

result has been, she has drifted into the whirlpool

of the fashionable world,

Upon the theme " Drifting," I refer you to page

275, No. 18 of Gospel Messenger, from the able

pen of Bro. Howard Miller, which I designate as

part No. IV of my subject,

Covirglon, Ohio.

DAVID HIS OWN JUDQE.

W. GUTHRIE,

"There were two men in one city; the one rich, and the oth-

er poor. The rich man had exceeding- many flecks and herds:

But the poor man had nothing, =ave one little ewe lamb,

which he had bought and nourished up: .... and there came
a traveller unto the rich man, and he spare'd to take of his

own flock and of his own herd, to dress for the wayfaring

man that was come unto him; but took the poor man's lamb,

and dressed it for the man that was come to him."—2 Sam,

12: 1-4.

When the circumstances of this case were

brought to King David, his anger was greatly kind-

led against the man and he said, "As the Lord liv-

eth, the man that hath done this thing shall surely

die, and he shall restore the lamb fourfold be-

cause he did this thing and because he had no

pity." Then Nathan, whom the Lord had sent,

said to David, " Thou art the man."

Imagine the king's feelings, as he looked back

over the situation in the light of himself being the

guilty one, after having pajs<.d the sentence of

death upon himselfl I wonder if he did not feel

like changing the decree, but, no; it was not for

him to change, but it was the Lord dealing with

him now,,and the result was, the Lord struck his

child and caused it to die.
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What should we, then, learn from David's expe-

rience? That, when a wayfaring man comes to us.

to send him to our neighbor or take our neighbor's

goods and give them to him oursslves? No, but

we should apply 1 John 3: 17, "But whoso hath this

world's good and seeth his brother have need and
shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him,

how dwelleth the love of God in him?"
Now, if we want the love of God in our hearts,

and the peace that passeth all understanding, we
should be kind and merciful to our fellow-creatures,

and especially to our brother, which is in need, for

if we love not our brother whom we see, how can

we love God whom we have not seen?

Los Angeles, Cal.

THE DEV1L.-HIS ORIGIN, WORK AND END.

BY A. HUTCHISON.

la Three Parts Part One.

Gen. 3: 1 says, " Now the serpent was more sub-

tile than any beast of the field which the Lord God
had made." Are we to understand that the ser-

pent is the devil? I prefer letting the revelator tell

the story. He says, "And the great dragon was
cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Sa-

tan, which deceiveth the whole world," Rev. 12:

g. Here he says, he is called the "Devil" and
"Satan."

We will next consult Rev. 20: 2, "And he laid

hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the

Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand
years." Here the revelator tells us that the ser-

pent is the devil. Now why need we worry our
brains any further about it? As man is possessed
of two classes of faculties, there must, of necessi-

ty, be two different influences brought to bear upon
these, the one prompting to do that which is evil

and the other to good.

In this we can easily see how the Lord can hold
man responsible, after endowing him with the
power to exercise the right of choice, and then giv-
ing him the opportunity to so choose,—telling him
what the result will be in either case.

Romans 6: 16 says, " Know ye not, that to whom
ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants
ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death,
or of obedience unto righteousness." Now, as we
can choose for ourselves, we ought never complain,
and if there were no enemy to overcome, we would
never know anything about the glory of victory.

We have the matter of our salvation in our own
hands, and Jesus to help us in every time of need.
We have not the case at our own disposal, inde-
pendent of Jesus, but with him we have.

Since the Lord bas so wonderfully endowed man,
he can well afford to say, " Behold I set before
you this day a blessing and a curse." Deut. II: 26.

Now you can take your choice. If you choose to
be obedient to the Holy Spirit's teachings, a bless-

ing will follow, but if you choose to yield obedi-
ence to the teachings of the evil spirit, or serpent,
then a curse will follow.

Here we may easily see where the glory of victo-
ry comes in, Jesus tells us, through the revelator,

that those who overcome shall be greatly honored,
saying, "To him that overcometh will I grant to sit

with me in my throne." Rev. 3:21. In the creation
man was made capable of receiving impressions ei-

ther for good or evil, and therefore becomes re-

sponsible for that which he encqurages, Neither
the good nor the evil can gain the ascendency, un-
less we encourage it,

The Lord says, "I form the light, and create

darkness: I make peace, and create evil: I the Lord
do all these things." Isa, 45: 7. Now we can easi-
ly see in what sense the Lord creates evil. He cre-

ates the germ out of which evil may develop. AH
°f this is intended to bring man up to a higher
plane, when he shall have gained the victory over
the evil one. I John 5; 4 says, " For whatsoever is

horn of God overcometh the world: and this is the
victory that overcometh the world, even our faith."

If there were no enemy to overcome, we could
never come off as more than conquerors, so it is

good for us that there is a devil to oppose us, bu
can always overcome if we keep ourselves ui

the guidance of the Holy Spiiit and we can always
know whether we are in line with the Spirit, by
keeping ourselves in harmony with God's Word.

It has been said, many times, that the devil was
once an angel of light in heaven. I have failed to
so find it. The Savior says, " He was a murderer
from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, be-
cause there is no truth in him. When he speaketh
a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and
the father of it." John 8: 44- Here he is spoken
of as a murderer from the beginning, and also the
father of lies. In I John 3: 8 we read, that he "sin-
neth from the beginning." In 2 Cor. 11: 14 we
read that "Satan himself is transformed into an
angel of light." He was never an angel of light in

heaven, but pretends to be such now, in order to
deceive,

The important thing for us to learn, is his decep-
tive methods of work, and then to steer our bark
clear of his breakers, that we may make a safe
landing.

McPherson, Karn.

PRIDE AND ITS WONDERFUL INFLUENCE.

BY CASSIE

I am made to wonder whether we ever stop to

think of this question as we should, whether we
look around us to see if our influence is always on
the side of right. When we observe the wonderful
growth of this great evil and how so many of our
brethren and sisters are following after each other,

instead of boldly standing up as soldiers for Jesus,

and for the*example set by our forefathers, we are

made to think that there is an influence somewhere
that is not just right, and who shall be responsible?

Will we not all be required to answer for this, if we
do not raise our voices against it? By our silence

we give consent, and what a wonderful amount of

silent consent is given at this age! Well has Bro.

Howard Miller said in his article (on page 275, No.

18), " Is there none to stand on the wall and send
forth a ringing bugle blast that will rally this rac-

ing mob into line again?" How well he may say
to those who have not yet bowed their knees to

Mammon, that the ground they walk on is hal-

lowed!

"Not every one that saith, Lord, Lord, shall en-

ter into the Kingdom but he that doeth the will of

my Father which is in. heaven." If it was our

Father's will that our plain, full order of the church

should be observed by our forefathers, it is his will

to-day that we should observe it. But, ah, what is

the trouble? Have we not those who do not want
to hear it mentioned? What shall the end be?

God does not want us to go through this world with

religion on one shoulder and the world on the other

and casting our influence over the young in a way
which is not pleasing to him, allowing them to wear

the fashionable cape and waist, because some other

sister wears them, instead of adopting the plain

garb which we all know is safe according to our

blessed Bible and which we promised to God and

an we would do.

But stop, my dear reader, and think! Our Bible

has not changed, and for our part we know that we
cannot have pure and undefiled religion without

keeping ourselves unspotted from the world, in

dress as well as all other things. It is said that

there is not much in the clothes. If there is so lit-

tle in them, and we cannot come up to the line in

that, how can we meet God's approval in other

ways? I know some of us like to hide behind some
brethren or sisters who, perhaps, are plain in

dress but step off the line somewhere else, and say,

We are no worse than they. Will tktir wrong make
ours right? Do we dare to drift away in pride and

fashion, because some of our members make mis-

steps? Nay, verily, because we are all liable to err,

Our Bible makes provision for this, but it gives us

no room for style and fashion, By this we mean
that we err when we are not on our guard, but when

we prepare anything for our bodies, we generally
have time to think whether it is right or wrong.
Think of the influence you have on othersl Sup-

pose we have a brother who uses tobicco (whic'i he
should not do), other brethren are not liable to be-
gin using it because he does, but let him begin to
wear that which he ought not and what is the re-
sult? Some one else soon follows after. So he not
only wrongs himself but others,

Again; we have heard that some are proud be-
cause they are plain. What an excuse! Will we
dare to drift away from Gospel plainness, because
some one is carrying a proud heart under a plain
garb? Does God expect us to adopt the plain
garb and possess an humble heart, if we want to
stand acquitted in the coming day? If we have
those who are plain and yet proud, what of those
whose outward adorning reveals nothing like humili-
ty? In our own experience we have learned that
it takes enough watching to keep in the straight
and narrow path, without allowing ourselves to get
under the influence of Satan, little by little, when
he tells us that there is no harm in a little trimming
here and there, But there may be enough in it to
cause us to lose our souls, because, when he suc-
ceeds in one instance, he will try another, and after
a while we will become so blind that, sure enough,
we will think it makes not much difference how we
dress, but when we once get that into our minds we
are in a dangerous place. May God, in his mighty
power, instill into the hearts of all those who are
yet loyal to the Gospel rule of the Brotherhood to
send forth a united prayer to him that we may all

see the virtue of keeping in the straight and narrow
path, in plainness of dress as well as other things,

and that they may put forth an effort to bring oth-
ers into line, instead of gradually following them.

Let us all heed the admonitions of our aged ones,
who do their duty. At this age nothing needs so
much attention as pride, and all we say and do
against right, makes no difference with God, as he
will recognize right, whether it suits our taste or
not.

I was often impressed in my youth, and am to
this day, with these words, " O why should tlTe spir-

it of mortal be proud? " May God help us to live

pure and holy lives in all things, because, if we of-

fend in one point, we are guilty of all I

West Milton, Ohio.

CONVERSION.

Much has been said, and much more may be said

on this subject. The object of this article is to no-
tice some of the means necessary to Gospel conver-
sion, The Psalmist says, "The law of the Lord is

perfect, converting the soul." Psa, 19: 7. The
marginal reference gives it "The doctrine of the
Lord is perfect, restoring the soul."

From this we learn that in restoring or convert-

ing the soul, the law or doctrine of the Lord must
perform a prominent part. With this view of the
subject before us, we may conclnde that conversion
or restoring of the soul may be partial or entire, to

the extent that the law of the Lord becomes a fac-

tor.

As to the manner in which God's law becomes a

factor in conversion the Psalmist says, "The testi-

mony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple."

Paul told Timothy, " From thy youth thou hast

known the Holy Scriptures which are able to make
thee wise unto salvation." 2 Tim. 3: 15.

From this we learn that wisdom or knowledge
must be had through the Word of God, as a testi-

mony or revelation, as Paul gives it: " For I am not

med of the Gospel of Christ , . . for therein

is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to

faith." Rom. 1: 16, 17.

Testimony or revelation, to be of any avail,

must be believed and accepted. The Psalmist says

again: "All thy commandments are righteousness,"

Psa. 119: 172, John says, "I know that his com-
mandment is life everlasting. " John 12: -,0 Since,
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then, his commandments arc righteousness and life

everlasting, which we must come into possession of

in Gospel conversion, and, since we come into pos-

session of this righteousness and this life everlast-

ing through the testimony and revelation of the

Bible, the way to Gospel conversion is made very

plain, so much so that any rational mind may com-

prehend it.

Again; in Gospel conversion we must come into

possession of the Spirit. The Savior says, "My
words they are spirit and they are life," and since

we come into possession of this life, as we have

seen, by believing and accepting the testimony and

revelation of God, we conclude that, when we be-

lieve and accept this testimony and revelation,

—

the Word of God,—in like manner we come into

possession of the Spirit that dictated them, hence

we come into possession of the two most promi-

nent factors in conversion, and the two factors

without which Gospel conversion is impossible.

With the subject before us in this light, we will

notice some of the stages or steps in Gospel con-

version. It is expressed this way, to distinguish it

from the emotional, sensational experiences, some-

times passed through at the anxious seat, the altar,

and accepted as conversion.

To begin, the testimony or law of the Lord,

which converts the sou', says we must believe on

Christ. Now, when we believe and accept this

doctrine, we are converted so far as that part of

God's law is concerned. This law also enjoins re-

pentance; so, when we believe and accept this testi-

mony of God's law, we are converted so far as that

doctrine is concerned. Again, this law of the Lord

enjoins confession of Christ, and an entrance into

his kingdom, and for this purpose he instituted an

initiatory rite by which we become members of his

body, the church, without which we can not have

Gospel conversion. Having thus complied with

the visible externals of God's law, which, be it re-

membered, converts the soul, God graciously gives

us the other factor, the Holy Spirit, and our con-

version is complete,—the genuine Gospel article,

for so says God's law. "Repent and be baptized

every one of you ... for the remission of sins

and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost."

Acts 2: 38.

BAPTIZE,—TO DIP.

BY JOHN HARSHBARGER.

Baptism is to be performed in the water. Matt
3: 6; Mark 1: 5-10; Acts 8: 38-39. This word " bap-

tize " has a meaning that is expressive, but can not

mean and express many things. It is, however,

claimed that baptism is a generic word, signifying

any application of water, and that no mode is given

in the Bible. We have often been made to wonder
why, if such persons are sincere in claiming that no
mode is laid down in the Holy Book, they are all

the while wasting time, means and talent in trying

to prove from the Bible that sprinkling or pouring

is the proper mode, while others are claiming that

either to dip the applicant in water, or to pour or

sprinkle the water upon the subject, is also bap-

tism.

We will give examples to show that the word
"baptize " not only signifies mode, but that the idea

of water is not necessarily contained in it at all,

The nature of the fluid is not expressed by the use

of this word, but must be understood from the con-

text: " And the priest shall take some of the log of

oil, and pour it into the palm of his own left hand.

And the priest shall dip his right finger in the oil

that is in his left hand, and shall sprinkle of the oil

with his finger seven times before the Lord." Lev.

14: 15. 16.

The priest could not "pour or sprinkle" his

finger into the oil, neither could he dip the oil ad-

hering to his finger upon the people. This is an

impossibility. " But Jonathan heard not when his

father charged the people with the oath; wherefore

he put forth the end of the rod that was in his hand,

and dipped it in a honeycomb," 1 Sam, 14; 27.

th::ej gospel :mi:ess:e:n"C3-:ei:r*.

He could not pour or sprinkle the end of the rod

into the honey. It is equally plain that the word

"baptize" may be applied to other matters as well

as water. "To dip "may apply to the defiling of

anything, as well as to cleanse it. To dip into

pure water is to wash; to dip into coloring matter is

to dye; to dip into mire is to defile, yet none of

these ideas are contained in the word itself.

We kindly ask that some one give us a word, ex-

pressive of mode, that will express more than mode.

Man may change God's ordinance, and endeavor to

change the meaning of the word expressing the

name of the ordinance, but this cannot change the

Scriptures. There can be no change in either the

ordinance, nor the meaning of its name; it can not

be less nor more.

In asking for the proper mode of Christian bap-

tism, we are frequently referred to Pentecost, to the

baptism of the disciples by the Holy Spirit. It is

said that it was performed by pouring. This is a

figurative expression, to which there is nothing re-

blant, either in their divine operations or in

their nature.

The Holy Spirit is represented by the Savior as a

well, the waters of which are springing up. The

Spirit is also said to "fall" on the disciples. It is

also represented by a "breathing" on the disciples

by the Master, hence, to lay claim to those figurative

expressions, with reference to the Spirit's com-

cation, to obtain the mode for baptism, will

very much confound things that are different.

Water is frequently poured into a bath, in order

to dip the feet or the body, but the dipping cannot

be the pouring. Now these two things are often

founded, simply because the Spirit is said to be

poured out, in order to the baptism of it.

The pouring out of the Spirit is just as different a

figure from the baptism of the Spirit, as the infusion

of the water into the bath is different from the ap-

plication of the water to the object in the bath. In

the second chapter of Acts we read, "Ye shall re-

power, after that the Holy Ghost is come

upon you." This does not refer to the coming of

the Spirit, but the influence of it, when come, was

the baptism. " Know ye not, that so many of us as

baptized into Jesus Christ, were baptized into

his death? Therefore we are buried with him by

baptism into death." Rom. 6: 3-5.

"So many of us," or "all of us," includes all

Christian converts who were baptized up to the time

>ords were spoken. They were not buried in

baptism by the process of water being poured on

them, but were buried by being dipped into the ele-

ment.

Observe, the expression, "buried with him by

baptism," implies by the process of baptism; and

buried with him in baptism," implies in the act of

baptism. Rom. 6: 3-5; Col. 2: 12.

The terms "buried with him in baptism" and

"planted together with him" have one meaning.

The idea of the new birth stands in close con-

nection. " Born of water and of the Spirit," says

the Savior. That which is born is always smaller

than the object of which it is born. The language

of the Savior would place the water emblematical of

that object. Taking this view of it, we find it as

impossible to have one born of a few drops or a

handful of water, as for Noah's ark to have floated

upon a few drops or a handful of water. It is as

impossible as for many persons to have drowned in

a handful of water; hence we again state that the

word " baptize " has one meaning, which is to dip.

Persons may pour and sprinkle as often as they de-

sire, but they ought not to call it "baptism," for

there is not a shadow of authority for it, to be found

in the New Testament.

If there is any one anywhere, who can bring for

ward a word expressing mode, that will express two

or three modes, I shall yield my ground, and will no

more oppose the man using pouring or sprinkling

as Christian baptism; otherwise we shall be com-

pelled to hold, with some degree of sternness, to

the present position,

Jeffmonvillt, lit.

Sept.

THE BEQ1NN1NU OF THE GOSPEL.

Our Campbellite preacher treated us again to-t

a one of his "hard-to-reconcile " sermons,
ft.

arries with him to church a blackboard, upon
which he outlines his sermons. He generally

dis-

plays a cross, upon the left of which he pUcej
things pertaining to the law, and such other things

he claims are not now in force. Upon the right

he places the Gospel, or such parts ff the Gospel at

he claims, are now incumbent upon believers.

For a lesson to-day he read the old familiar third

hapter of Galatians. He strained very hard
|

make it appear that nothing that is recorded in tl

Gospels is intended for us to obey, being on the

side of the cross, you know. He does not

to take into consideration, that the earliest re

of the Gospels were written about thirty years after

the cross.

To day he called special attention to the fact

that "the law was our schoolmaster to bring m
unto Christ . . . but after that faith is comt

are no longer under a schoolmaster," which,

properly interpreted, is all right, but his unwarrant-

strain here, is, that faith in Christ had not come

until the day of Pentecost, after Christ's death.

For light on this point we refer the elder to John

12, 41, 45, 49; 2: 23; 4: 42; 6: 69; n; 2;, 1

th other Scriptures, abundantly proves that there

is faith in Christ, as the promised Messiah, before

that Day of Pentecost.

was staggered at his interpretation of the 1

e, which reads, " And the Scriptures fore:

that God would justify the heathen through faith,

ireached before the Gospel unto Abraham, saying,

n thee shall all nations be blessed." His ide

that, before the Gospel existed, God preached unto

Abraham; mine is, God preached the Gospel unto

Abraham, before Christ appeared in the flesh. The

point he tried to make was, that the Gospel of

Christ did not exist until after the cross, and there-

fore could not be preached nor obeyed.

He said, "Some well-meaning people think, that

John the Baptist preached the Gospel of Christ, be-

e Mark introduces his writings by saying, "The

beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of

God,' etc ," and tried to prove to these well-meaning

misguided brethren, by the fourth verse, t

John preached only the baptism of repentance ;

remission of sins.

In further proof of his position, he quoted what

seems to be his " Gibraltar," " Thus it is writte

and thus it behooved Christ to suffer and to rii

from the dead .the third day: and that repentant

and remission of sins should be preached in h

name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem,"

Luke 24: <j6, 47.

With emphasis on "Beginning at Jerusalen

makes all other Scripture references subservient to

this idea, that repentance and remission of sins,

under the Gospel, began at Jerusalem on the Day of

Pentecost.

If he would allow the emphasis to rest on

"among all nations," where it belongs, he would

have no difficulty in harmonizing John's beginning r

the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and preaching the b»]

tism of repentance and remission of sins, Marii

1: 1-4, Jesus' preaching the Gospel of the kingdom

of God, Mark 1: 14, and the disciples preaching the

kingdom of God, Luke 9: 2, which were exclusively

to the "lost sheep of the house of Israel," Matt

10: 6, with the subsequent beginning at Jerusalem, or

Pentecost, to preach repentance and remission
~

sins among all nations.

My confidence in the elder as an ho»est teacher

received a hard shock, when, in his zeal for his pd

theory, he asserted that Christ forbade his disciple:

to preach the Gospel before his crucifixion, 1

fence of which he referred us to Matt. 17': 9>
t(

which I turned and read, "And as they came do*

from the mountain, Jesus charged them, sayir

Tell the vision to no man, until the Son of man

risen again from the dead."

Manvei, Tex,
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TO THE BRETHREN IN PRISON.-OREETING.

BY C C- ROOT,

Please, brethren, pardon my long delay in writ-

g to you. Your private letters are more appreci-

ated than you can imagine, and this you have as an

asSurance, at least, that our sympathies are always

jused, and our prayers for you multiplied when
„ ur letters come to us. We can assure you that

hearts and our energies are set in the direction

L,i
becoming God's instruments in saving others

that have fallen by the way, and have stumbled

even when trying to travel upward.

My reason for addressing you by this medium is,

first, in order to reach you all, and to elicit the

sympathies and prayers of many for you.

Those of you who have no hope of liberty from

prison in this life, will find comfort in Luke 7: 47.

So much has been forgiven you, of which you have

the assurance by faith in the eternal promise, and

I find, that even so do you love much. You can

give satisfactory evidence of such assurance, Your

greatest struggle was to accept God's claims of be-

ing able to atone for your siuls by the death first,

and then the life of his Son. Rom. 5: 10. But

since you have studied the Father's claims in

Isa 53, and similar passages, you can see how fully

they were verified in the gift of the child, the birth

ot his Son. We can meditate upon his wonderful

:, his Godhead with us, his victory in death, his

nion over his and other graves, the ascension,

and his many wonderful mediatorial visitations to

his witnesses.

Why, then, longer doubt? You have " deter-

ined to make the best of it and live for God"
his is the best any of us can do, in the cell, or out,

at home.

You say the greatest contest is the exercise of

patience. It is in this that the freest of us "possess

ouls." With food and raiment God commands
you to be content. Anything more than that in

arge, is the Lord's, and we are responsible for its

sposal, of which responsibility you are exoner-

:d,—God b'ess youl

hers of you who will soon return to the duties

d joys of your homes, will find many things to

preciate more than you ever did before, whil

upon the other hand, you will assume responsibili-

ties, trusts and duties in the "new life" that you

r recognized or realized in "the old man."

ce, how well it will be then, if you can school

yourselves now in the study of them, as one would
in the art of any profession, and then look to God
for grace when the practical comes.

While in confinement, remember that these powers
that hold you, "be of God," and that they "are
inisters of God " Rom. 13: 1-5. For maltreat-

ent your oppressor shall suffer, and for your
iftering it, God shall retribute, according to merit.

Then, dear brethren, be faithful and steadfast, hop-
ing unto the end, and then yours shall be the re-

ward of the redeemed and saved. Amen.

Ozawkie, K*ns.

When the apostle Paul said: "Be ye angry, and
sin not; let not the sun go down upon your wrath,"
fle gave the world to understand that there is such
thing as an anger that is no offense against God.

Nothing is more glorious than the spontaneous out-

burst of righteous indignation against injustice or

wrongdoing. But this emotion must not be con-

fused with personal spitefulness, and it must not be
allowed to crystallize itself into a permanent feeling

of vindictiveness. The " wrath " which is still alive

the heart at the setting of the sun, is very likely

1 contain some elements at least of base alloy, and
needs to be suppressed.

—

Christian Advocate.

' N 1851 India had 91,000 Christian converts, At
Present there are 250,000 Hindu Christians, and
°oo,ooo adherents to Christian churches. The
Jmber of converts last year was 24,000, In the

Ust ten years there has been a gain of \AQ per cent.

-J-THE + SUNDAY t SCHOOL-^

LESSON LIGHT-FLASHES.

Paul's Last Journey to Jerusalem.—Acta '

:

Lesson for October 3.

In our last lesson we left Paul at Miletus, a small

town south of Ephesus. Here we have the very
impressive leave-taking. " He kneeled down and
prayed with them all. They fell on his neck and
kissed him, sorrowing most of all for the words
which he spake, that they should see his face no

Parting from dear friends, or the departure of a

dear friend from us, is always attended with sad-

ness, but it becomes especially sad when the parting

is expected to be final, as it was in this case. It is

in this kind of parting, that we have the test of true

devotion. Add to this, danger and persecution,

—

perhaps unto death,—with this journey, and we
have the circumstances connected with Paul's part-

ing from his people at Miletus, for his trip to

Jerusalem.

In this lesson we have, first, an insight into the

family life of these Christian people,—their love

and devotion to each other, and to those who la-

bored for their spiritual good.

At Miletus, before leaving, they gave him the

most tender demonstration of their regard for him.

At Tyre, on his arrival, he finds disciples, with

whom he abode certain days, and when the time

came for leaving there, we have these words: "And
they all brought us on our way, with wives and

children, till we were out of the city: and we
kneeled down on the shore, and prayed.

"

This is another very happy demonstration of

Christian love and fellowship. In this case we
have connected with the Christian sympathizers,

the wives and children, showing that they were

Christian families out and out, and what a lovely

picture we have of this parting! A whole church,

consisting of men, women and children following

this little band out of the town to the seaside,

There, at a suitable place, they halt, kneel down,

and have a season of sweet devotion together,

While a meeting of this kind would bind stronger

the ties of Christian love, and, in a sense, make the

parting harder, yet the assurance of such Christian

love, and the prayers of such devoted ones, would

greatly strengthen those who went, for the work

and the duties that would attend them.

At Ptolemais they also found brethren, as well as

at Cesarea, At this place, through the prophet

Agabus and the use of his own girdle, he was shown

what would meet him at Jerusalem. His traveling

companions, with his brethren, here gave him

another warning against going to Jerusalem, and if

we had been there, we, no doubt, would have joined

them in their advice. Further; had we been the

preacher, we would have taken the advice and re-

mained at Cesarea until the Lord would have made

things smooth and easy,—would we not? That is

the way we do now, and even then, are slow to go

where duty leads.

This brings us to the second thought,—the man.

Let us look at him as a sample of what a missionary

should be. It will help us in our teaching, as well

Paul felt that he had a work to do in Jerusalem,

but in doing that work he would be subject to many

trials, persecutions and, perhaps, death. While his

duty to go was evident enough, yet, to go, was like

entering the valley of the shadow of death. Would

he go or would he not, was the problem for him to

solve. Whether or not it was a problem to him, we

do not know. It would be to us. He made the

decision with his eyes open, and he determined to

go.

Now, about the dangers already known and ex-

pected, more hindrances are thrown in his way by

his friends, not through evil design, but because of

their love and sympathy they had for him. This

kind of human sympathy sometimes proves a

greater hindrance than outright and determined op-

position. The advice and pleadings of friends are

stronger than the spite and threats of enemies, and
was in this case, as is plainly shown in the

thirteenth verse. "Then Paul answered. What
n ye to weep and to break my heart?" Their

weepings and pleadings were a terrible trial to

him,—so strong that it almost broke his heart to

not heed them. Yet, not to do so would be to deny
his trust and deny his convictions of right

D 3 we not, in the same way, at times, place ob-

stacles in the way of Christian workers, when their

hearts are bent on carrying out their convictions of

duty? This is a line of thought for our consider-

ation. There are times when the Lord calls for a

complete surrender and consecration, and we should

not stand in the way of such, but strive to lighten

the burden by giving them encouragement and the
" God bless you in the work."

But Paul could not and would not be moved in

his purpose. " For I am ready not to be bound
only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of

the Lord Jesus." He had made up his mind, and
was ready to meet and undergo anything that could

meet him in the line of known duty, This is taking

the broadest and best possible view of the course to

be pursued by the servants of the Lord. It is a full

consecration of body, soul, life and all, to the Lord,

whose we are, and in whom we live and have our

being. It is living out as we sometimes sing:

" Here, Lord, I give myself away: 'Tis all that I can

do." It is pleasant to so sing, but it is much better

to live it out in our lives. h. b. b.

In the mind of God the crucifixion took pla

before the world began. In this sense he was sla

from the foundation of the world.

SERMON OUTLINE.

CONVERSION.-Acts 3: 19.

1. Convert means to change from one state or condition to

another.

1. Scripturally considered, it is the change the sinner

undergoes in becoming a saint,

), Conversion was taught in the time of David. Psa.

Si: 13, " Sinners shall be converted."

\. In Matthew 18: 3, Jesus hinges salvation on conversion.

;. A converted person is one who has been made over,

—

changed from a sinner to a saint.

i, He is then Christ-made, hence rightly made.

'. In making men over, Jesus commences at the right

place, on the inside, in the heart.

i. On the Day of Pentecost the sinners " were pricked in

their heart." Acts 2: 37.

j. Simon's heart not being reached, was not converted.

Acts 8: 23.

1. One thus converted from within is:

(1) Born of God.

(2) Regenerated.

{3) Born again.

(4) Made a new creature in Christ Jesus.

. In this conversion the Spirit is the agent, and ihe Word
the instrument Jas. 1 : 18; I Pet. 1 ; 23.

. The Word is the sword, or instrument of the Spirit.

Eph. 6: 17. By it the soul is converted. Psa. 19: 7.

.. This conversion commences in receiving the Word into

good and honest hearts, and is consummated in baptism,

. In conversion are three changes:

(1) The heart changed by faith.

(2) The actions changed by repentance.

(3) The relation changed by baptism.

. To the converted is the promise of:

(1) The forgiveness of past sins.

(2) The gift of-the Holy Spirit.

(3) Eternal life. J- h. m.

OUR PRAYER MEETING-.

IMPORTANCE OF PRAYER.

For Thursday Evening, Sept. 30.

Matt. 7:7, 8; James 5: '7. 18.

I. The Kev-Notb,—"Ask."

1. Whom?
2. What?

3 How?

II, The Glorious Reward,—" It shall be given you."

1. What we have asked for,— if pleasing to the Lord.

2. If our prayer is not acceptable to God, he will give us

that which is best,—his grace to bear patiently the dis-

pensations of ProvideDce.
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THE * YOUNG * PEOPLE-*-

"PLAY THE MAN."

Do all things like a man, not sulkingly;

Think the king sees thee still; for his King does.

Simpering is but a lay hyprocrisy;

Give it a corner, and the clue undoes.

Who fears to do ill sets himself a task;

Who fears to do well sure should wear a mask.

What skills it, if a bag of stones or gold

Aboat thy neck do drown thee? Raise thy head;
Take stars for money—stars not to be told

By any art, yet to be purchased.

She loseth three for one,—her soul,
, fan

ie useful where thou livest, that they may
Both want and wish thy pleasing presence still.

Cindness, good parts, great places, are the way
To compass this. Find nut man's wants and wi

Aud meet them there. All worldly joys go le:

To the one joy of doing kindness.

[nil thee bravely, play the man:
Look not on pleasures as they come, but go;

Defer not the least virtue: life's poor span
Make not an ell by trfling in thy woe.

II thou do ill, the joy fades, not the pains;

If well, the pain doth fade, the joy remains,

—George Herbert.

AMONG THE POOR AT DAMAN.

Daman Station is an hour's ride by rail from Bul-
sar. When we first came to the place to ascertain
the condition of the people, the news quickly
spread, that a queen had came to give food to the
poor. A number of villagers came out to see and
the news was taken to other near villages.

From the ragged and lean state of men, women
and children, one could see at a glance, that they
were in want.

Having prepared little slips ot paper with a sign
on, we stood by a gate, where the people had to
pass through, to leave the station, and then gave to
each one, whose appearance depicted real poverty,
one of these slips, telling them to come on the mor-
row, at a certain time, and they would get some rice.

We gave away two hundred and fifty tickets, then
did not reach all the really poor. Returning the next
day we distributed rice enough for one or two
meals, to six hundred people,—those that had the
tickets and the other poor that came. This was
repeated on the third day again; then, with a
lady friend and missionary, Mrs. Lukey, from Bom-
bay, who hat been helping me visit the poor people
of other place', we went seven miles out in the
country, by bullock cart, and there found the peo-
ple in as bad a state, if not worse, than the former.
It was distressing; to hear their cries, "We are dy-
ingl" "Give us food!"

I might mention, just here, that half of the popu-
lation of this place, Lower Daman, was taken away
by the plague.

Arrangements were made to'send£down two cart-
loads of grain, to be sold at half price, and arrange-
ments were also made to sell rice to the hungry at

the station for half price. Having my hands full

with the work at the station, Mrs. Lukey, in order

that the work might continue, went, on the day ap-

pointed, to the village alone. She began selling the

grain at eleven o'clock and in less than three hours

the grain was nearly gone and the place was still

crowded with ravenous people, crying, " Give! Givel

Give! " We are trying to arrange to continue the

selling at this place, but it is under Portuguese rule

and at present in quarantine, so we do not know
whether our efforts will be successful or not. We
have felt with Paul today that Satan was hindering

us. Our going now depends on the Governor, as all

other passes have been obtained. His religion is

Catholicism and we much fear his prejudice will not

let us enter his dominions.

The selling has continued three weeks now in this

place. A petition came yesterday to continue a

month longer. The people say, " If you go away we
will die." Since the rains have come they have
been having work, transplanting rice, and earning

about four cents per day, which will supply them
with food. But now, in a few days, the work will be

finished and what they are to do until the harvest,

without work, money or food, is the question they

are asking.

We have, morning after morning, as they would
gather for rice, been telling them of a Father above,

who loves them, can feed them, and does not want
them to be hungry, but it seems their blighted

minds grasp but little of the blessed truth which is

so dear to us. They know not God! The name of

Jesus is new and strange to them. Their ignorance

and idolatry arc too sad for meditation.

Oh, how glad we are, that the dear church at

home is extending her arms to relieve and rescue

these poor, sin-bound people and help forward the

Lord's Kingdom in poor, dark India. May he

strengthen us mightily by his Holy Spirit, to wage
the war against all that is evil, until we are called

to a higher service above!

Bulsar, India, Aug. ri.

NOTES FROM THE CHICAGO A1ISS10N.

" God loves a cheerful giver." The Greek stu-

dent tells us that the word translated "cheerful '" is

'uron. God loves a hilarious giver,—a merry,
xthful, joyous giver. Our boys and girls caught

the force of this better when we told them that, in

giving to the Lord, we ought to be as happy as they
: last Thursday morning, when seventy of them

accompanied us to Lincoln Park. Many of our
children are learning not only to save their pennies
but to etjoy giving them to the Lord. During the
year beginning with June of 1896 and ending June,

I97, six dollars have been contributed in pennies,

ckels and dimes by our mission children. The
oney was given, one dollar each, to six different

ission points. Since June of 1897 the pennies have
:en used, in part, to support the industrial work.
—Three hundred bouquets made one hundred and

fifty children happy last Tuesday evening, and each
of the latter doubtless made some one else happy.

A number of our girls have recently finished

their quilts and are now at other work. More than
ozen are now "filling up" their quilts. As an
dence of the interest in the industrial work, the

attendance during the warm vacation months has
kept up well. At present more than eighty girls

regularly in class. This week the public schools
t, when our number will doubtless increase. The

object of this work is not so much to make patch-
irk as to teach the girls to sew and to do their work
11 and neatly. With this accomplishment, as they

grow older, they can apply the needle in various
ways. Already some of our girls, but eight and
nine years old, can sew much better than their

mothers. Some of the latter cannot even use a
thimble, Our sisters who are making inquiry as to
how they can help us, will see again that material
for the industrial work is in constant demand.
While we make garments, hem face-cloths, dish-

cloths and tea-towels, patchwork seems to be the

being

greatest delight of beginners especially, and the
most convenient to teach, as well. To secure the
best results, the patches shou'd be cut with the
greatest exactness. Our general supply is cut three
inches square. If any do not understand this, let
them ask the " men folks." Paul says, " They, meas-
uring themselves by themselves, and comparing
themselves among themselves, are not wise." The
same principle applies in cutting material for our
industrial work. Cut an exact pattern of stiff paper
or pasteboard, using the same pattern for all cutting.
Should they lack one sixteenth of an inch of 1

square, the work is not well done. Bette
one dozen patches cut with exactness, than twelve
dozen of irregular sizes, necessitating trimming. We
would not, for a moment, reflect on any past failures

in this. We suggest for the future and heartily
thank all who have been so helpful to us in the
past. Even children may be taught to cut with ex-
actness, and every such lesson well learned will

teach them to do all work with care and neatness.
Giod habits, early formed, will do wonders in mak-
ing life a success.

—Our second lot of children has returned from
the country, all feeling that there are many good
people in the country, as well as many good things
to eat. One little Hollandish girl, whose mother is

very ill, wants to find a home in the country. She
was liked so well where she was this summer, that
she will probably return to the same community.
We visit this sick mother frequently. While she is

a great sufferer, she keeps her knitting, sewing and
mending lying near by, so that, in her " good mo-
ments," as she calls them, she is busy preparing for
cold weather. Her husband is out of work much o(

the time, but he is kind to his wife, cares for the chil

dren, keeping them, as well as the scantily furnished
rooms, fairly clean. He was once a tailor by trade
and now helps his wife sew. This may be called a

typical Hollandish family of the poorer class. One of

the most interesting articles of furniture we ob-
served, was a little money bank which is kept on
the window, within reach of the sick mother,
Here are deposited the pennies earned by their
eleven-year-old boy and little Lizzie. Every week
the boy accumulates from fifty to sixty cents, thir-

ty-five cents of which are given him each week by a

Chinaman for whom he does some regular work.
This little bank is guarded with great interest by the
mother, who each Saturday evening makes a depos-
it of any surplus earnings there may be, in a larger
bank which stands on the corner shelf. During
seasons when the father fails to earn enough to sup-
port the family, resort is made to the children's
bank. During the ten years they have lived in the
same house it is only recently they have fallen back
with their rent. Their bill of fare is usually very
simple, their best meal being in the evening. For
breakfast and noon lunch, they have coffee or tea

and bread. The last evening we called they were
having barley soup, composed of two quarts of

skimmed milk costing five cents and three cents

worth of barley. When there is a sale on beans,
they may be bought at a penny a pound. One
pound of these with five cents worth of bacon
makes a meal for them. Five cents worth of car-

rots, dressed with a little lard, vinegar and sugar
makes two meals. No pennies are spent for bread
for the evening meal. Although poor, they are a

happy, frugal family; the Hollandish mother, on the

verge of the grave, is leaving a legacy for her chil-

dren that may be of much value to them in after

years. It is that of habits of industry and economy.
Would that more of our American mothers were
doing as muchl

—Our Communion will be Oct. 3. We are always
pleased to have brethren and sisters enjoy this sea-

son with us.

660 S. Aikland Ave.

" Fidelity in trifles, and an earnest seeking to

please God in little matters, is a test of real devo-

tion and love. Let your aim be to please our dear

L-rd perfectly in little things, and to attain a spirit

of child-like simplicity and dependence."
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There is a great rush for the Klondike

fields to secure the wealth that passeth away

with this life. When will the rush be for the

gold fields of everlasting deliverance, where

wealth is as enduring as eternity and as

cious as God himself?

You may say there is no use of preaching

the Gospel to the world,—it is wasted effort.

Nevertheless, if the world is going to be saved

it will be by the Gospel, and God so loved the

world as to send his Son to redeem it. Will

you fail in your part in carrying this salv

mild. The plague is about stamped out,

iw and then, here and there, it breaks out

referred to Hindoo

Generally Hindoos
bum their dead. But children under eighteen

months old, the very poor, and often very
low castes, are buried. Thus the cost of fire

wood is saved. They are wrapped in a sheet

and without a coffin are handed into the grave.

—We realize that God is with us. We go
about the work in hand with courage and re-

joicing. Our lives are in His hands, He car-

cth for us. We are working for Him. We feel

so thankful that others are coming to -help us

in the work. We feel so thankful that so many
are giving of their means for the sufferers in

India. We feel grateful to be used to help the

poor people so. We have so many things to

be thankful for that we must not try to enu-

BULSAR NOTES.

—The rains came abundantly. Wc closed

the work on the tank last Saturday evening

with less than 400 men, women and children

working.

—On Sunday we had another blessed day, in

the rain. We crowded nearly 200 people into

our house,, and preached to them for more

than an hour, and sung with them and prayed.

Many of them are singing our native Christian

hymns with great freedom, and sentence by

sentence they pray with us. We had a good

meeting Sunday morning, and if we had had a

good Pennsylvania barn to have it in, it would

have been better, for there were more on the

outside than could get in.

—One week after the poor mother died, her

little child, which we had undertaken to care

for, also died. Poor, helpless little thing! It

seemed so poor and so near starved, that we

scarcely expected to be able to save it. They

buried it in the " potter's field " on the hill be-

side the mother.

—We have no relief work now, as the people

can get some other work, so we have opened

several places to supply rice in small quantities

at half price to the poorest. No man may buy

more than five cents worth in one day. No two

persons in one family can buy on the same

day. Everybody says the work we are doing

for the sufferers is a great blessing.

—Yesterday Sister Ryan went to Daman to

be there for some weeks and sell rice to the

poor.

—Yesterday, also, a boy was brought in front

of our house, to show him to us and ask for

medicine. Sister Stover was asking all about

the case and the people were all standing

round sorrowfully, telling whatever they knew
in answer to her questions. Slie was looking at

him, and as she turned to go and bring the

remedy indicated, the lad gasped,—and died,—

of cholera. Just then coming, I saw them from

a distance, carrying the lad off to burial. In a

very short time I had learned all about the

happenings.

—A few days ago I was out preaching in a

neighboring village. A native government

doctor asked me to go with him, and the first

thing I knew I was in a plague hospital, in the

presence of half a dozen poor fellows. They
seemed hopeful, and I tried to encourage them
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The Brethren at North Manchester, Ind., are

making special efforts to raise money for the India

sufferers. Over S35 has already been contributed.

We are again compelled to hold over a good deal

of church news for another issue. Let this prompt
correspondents to send shorter reports, but more of

them.

r^Comm 11 jiio lions fm i«iil>]ic..ti<.n iIj.hiM It legibly written will

tSP~\Vhm charging your address, please give your former as well a

New York, Philadelphia

Mount Morris, 111., Sept. 35, 1897.

Bro. J. S Florv was with the Brethren at Lan-

ark last Sunday morning,

Bro I. B Trout is holding ;

at Cherry Grove this week.

Bro. P. H, Beerv, of Clarkshill, 1

ereafter be addressed at Fruitdale, Ali

af meetings

nd., should

ement for a feast at

"Red Bank church, Oct. 15," but fails to give the

State.

Bro. J. C. Murray is now engaged in a series of

meetings at Liberty, 111., where he will remain until

the 25th.

It is encouraging to publish such reports of " Mis-

sion Receipts" as the one appearing in the Messen-

ger this week.

The General Mis

will meet here Oct.

here at the Mount.

iary and Tract Committee
That means a busy week

Bro. D. S. T. Butterbaugh, of North Manches-

ter, Ind., is the first agent to get an order to us for

the Bible and Messenger.

Bro. D. L. Miller is in the Coon River church,

owa, this week, delivering a series of talks. From
here he goes to Waterloo.

es of meetings

;ith ten acces-

Bro. C. P. Rowland closed a

1 the Irvin Creek church, Wis

ions by confession and baptism.

Bro. Daniel Dierdorpf's wife, of Franklin Grove,

who has been an invalid for a number of years,

passed into the spirit world a few days ago.

Eleven of the Sunday schoDl scholars united

with the Beaver Creek church, Va., not long since.

This should encourage Sunday school workers.

The District Meeting for the State of Michigan,
convenes in the New Haven church, Oct. 9 The
Ministerial Meeting is to be held the day before.

Bro Samuel Murray, of Huntington, Ind., writes

us that his wife has been quite sick, but that she is

now slowly recovering, and is able to leave her bed
at times.

This week Bro. Hutchison commences telling our
readers something about the devil. It is not a very
nice subject to write about, and yet the silence of

many preachers and writers respecting the doings
and purposes of his Satanic Majesty is just what is

fending thousands f people to perdition.

Some one at Mound City, Mo., sent an obituary

notice, but fails to give his name. During the

year we receive a score or more of such anonymous
notices.

The District Meeting of Northern Indiana will

be held in the English Prairie congregation, Oct.

6 and 7. The Ministerial Meeting is to be held at

the same time.

The Summit church, Somerset Co., Pa„ ha:

just had a soul-refreshing season. Thirteen wen
added to the flock by confession and baptism, anc

five reclaimed.

Orders for the Messenger and our Premium Bi

ble are coming in fast enough to make things inter

esting. Our readers never had a better chance tc

get a good Bible.

Nov. 4 is the time appointed for the District

Meeting of Tennessee, North and South Carotins

and Florida. The Meeting will be held in the

Limestone church, Washington Co., Tenn.

A recent series of meeting at the Brake School

House, near Petersville, W. Va„ resulted in thirteen

accessions, Five accessions are also reported at the

Rough Run church, in the same congregation.

The new and commodious house of worship,

known now as the Salem church, five miles south-

east of Milford, Ind., was dedicated Sept. 12, Bro.

E. S. Young preaching the dedicatory

Brethren D. E. Price and S. E. Yundt, of this

place, have been spending some weeks at work
among the churches in Wisconsin. During their

labors several made the good confession and united

with the church. ^_

Bro. G. J. Schrock. thinks that the series of meet-

ings, recently held in the Summit church, Somer-
set Co., Pa„ were the most interesting meetings he

ever attended. Ten confessed Christ and were re-

ceived into the church.

We understand that Bro. J. H. Miller will locate

Elkhart, Ind., and take charge of the work at

that olace. Bro. I. D. Parker, who has been with

the Elkhart church for some years, will travel and
onduct series of meetings.

Bro, W. B, Sell has just closed a very interest-

g series of meetings in Parsons, Kans., which re-

tted in twelve accessions More might have been

gathered into the fold, but the Brethren had no

good place to hold more meetings.

The Old Order Brethren still keep up the prac-

tice of feeding, free, all those who attend their An-
nual Meeting. It may be a matter of interest to

some of our readers, to learn that their last Con-
ference cost, all told, 5963.19.

1 very high

esthuV "I

Not a few of our subscribers p
order of Christianity. Une of thi

owe you an apology for not sending you the pay for

the paper before this. Inclosed find a postal order

for Si. 60. This is sufficient to pay the interest also.

I do not want to be without the Messenger. It is

too good to lose sight of. There are some articles

that I clip and preserve. They are too good to be
lost."

Some cannot understand how we can afford to

send our readers a first-class Bible on the terms

named in our last issue We can afford it for the

reason that we have the Bibles made in large quan-

tities for our special use, and are letting our readers

have the benefit of the very low rates we are getting.

The book is first class throughout, and we feel cer-

tain that every person who receives a copy will be

pleased with it.

Sept. 25, 1897,

It will pay the committees, having charge of
Ministerial and Sunday school meetings, to have
their programs printed at this office. We do the
work neatly, and bring it out in a creditable shape,

Our late Ministerial Meeting appointed breth-

ren Wm. H. Eisenbise, C. C. Price and your office ed-
itor as Committee on Program for the next meet-
ing. Calls for the meeting may be handed to any
member of 'this committee.

Bro. J. S. Flory, of Los Angeles, Cal., is now with
us, superintending the getting out of his book, enti-

tled, " Mind Mysteries." The work will doubtless be
read with a good deal of interest. We may have
more to say about it later on.

The New Enterprise church, Pa., believes in hav-
ing plenty of elders. She recently had four or-

dained at one time. There are probably a number
of places where the example of this church should
be followed, to some extent, at least.

Bro. John Wise, of Conway Springs, Kans., is

quite old, and yet he preaches regularly. Within
the last few years his eyesight has failed so much
that he cannot now do any reading. His reading
and writing must be done by others for him.

We have a few members living at Thomasville,
Ga., who will be pleased, at any time, to have mem-
bers call on them. We believe it would be a good
locality for the Brethren to get a foothold. Those
who visit the place should inquire for Wertz and
Son.

Bro. P. S. Miller, of Roanoke, Va„ is on a trip

through Washington and Idaho, looking up a home
for himself and family, so we understand. He ex-
pects to be absent one month, and has arranged to

be at Wayside, Idaho, Sept. 19; Waverly, the 22nd;
and Moscow, the 26th.

The Mennonites, who have a large publishing

house at Elkhart, Ind , are preparing to open a
mission in India. The undertaking is the out-

growth of the liberal distribution of grain and oth-

er food supplies sent by them to the relief of the

famine-stricken people. Geo. Lambert, a man who
has traveled much, and is now in India, in charge

of their relief work, will probably take charge of

the mission.

Near Philadelphia, a Mennonite preacher of fine

ability, was conducting a series of meetings. His
mustache proved rather offensive to one of his

wealthy brethren, and the brother offereu him £3,

to be. donated to the mission cause, if he would re-

move the offensive mustache. It came off, and the

money was paid over to the mission cause. This is

one way of removing an offense, but is not the Bi-

ble way. It looks too much like child's work to

hire a preacher to do the right thing,

Even- the Youth's Companion is watching the

movements of the Brethren, though it fails to dis-

cern the purpose of some of our Conference doings.

A late issue states that the sisters have petitioned

for the same privilege, regarding the head-dress, ac-

corded the brethren. While the editor misinter-

prets the design of the query hinted at, still his

mention of our work tends to give people some
knowledge of our existence, at least. Too few
people know of us as we ought to be known.

The reproduction of a photograph, in a paper
coming to our desk, presents to the eye a touching

scene in India. The form of a woman who has

starved to death, lies at full length on the bare

ground, while her child, still alive, sits by and looks

pleadingly into the lifeless face of its mother, As
we look at this picture the heart is touched. We
think of the thousands of mothers who gave the last

morsel of food to their children, and then laid down
and died, hoping that some one would find their

little ones, and care for them. In this land of

plenty we cannot realize what a terrible thing it is

to see fathers, mothers and children starving by
the thousands,
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e may be at liberty to introduce im-

d even new methods in our church
should be careful not to remove the

„cient landmarks set by the apostles, and re-

ared to the world by our early Brethren who

ere first in the great reformatory movement, with

liich we are now identified. Whatever may be

ur methods, the old, well-tested landmarks must

main. They were authorized by the Son, es-

ibli?hed by the Holy Ghost, and confirmed by

, e
Father, Nothing short of the Supreme Court

rov

ftHe the

• long since a church lacked g2,ooo of having

f enough subscribed to erect a large house

worship that she stood very much in need of. O
ministers, being a man of considerable meat

aid he would help the cause by letting the church

iave the money, on condition the church pay him

r cent during the life-time of himself and his

life, but that, after their death, the interest should

ise, and the money belong to the church. Th.

jrch accepted the proposition and will soon have

rood meetinghouse. This item may serve as

lint to scores of brethren of means, who are n

ireachers. _^_
It would probably pay each minister to keep

crap book in which he could paste clippings from

Messenger. By dividing the book into

evcral parts, and then placing the clippings

rhere they properly belong, he could in the co

fa few years collect and classify a good deal of very

aluable information. A still more convenient way
rould bs to have a small book for each department or

ubject. There might be one on baptism, another

n feet-washing, etc., etc All well prepared mat-

r found on any subject could be pasted in this

ook where it belonged. The minister could also

in writing, all of his own points, and then,

hen he wished to read up, with a view of prcach-

ig on any particular doctrinal question, he would

nd the books, thus prepared, a great convenience.

Vh suggest that in writing concerning Minis-

al Meetings, correspondents do not undertake

report what was said on each topic, but that

\ey confine their remarks to some leading feature

(the meeting, and bring out a line of thought

lat will prove interesting and profitable reading.

his was done by Bro. J. W. Wayland. in last

sue, in a most effectual manner, and his method
worth imitating. We are sometimes puzzled

> know just what to do with these long reports,

hen the writer undertakes to give, in a very con-

ensed form, what may have been said by a dozen

reachers on a half dozen topics. It is difficult

put such reports in a good, readable shape.

: not so with a carefully-prepared communication,

ringing out only a few leading points, on some
>pic or phase of special and general interest,

el us have more reports of this kind, but less of

ie other.

Bro. L. H. Eby, with a colony of brethren, will

in the Pecos Valley in Northwestern Texas,

nds are said to be rich and fertile and are

specially adapted to the growth of the sugar beet,

in abundant supply of water for irrigation is to be
ad and the fear of drouth does not trouble the

i. We are glad to see our brethren moving
Jm congested centres and occupying new
This is the way to do practical mission

^° fk. At many places there are more ministers

e needed, and more than ought to be at one
'ace for the best interests of the cause of Christ.

et them go out into new and unoccupied fields,

k'ng a few members with them, and plant church-
l and spiritual centres from which will grow other

Arches, and thus conquer the country for Christ

work of this kind and less of concentrating a

°er of ministers at any single point, will lessen
hu rch troubles, and add wonderfully to the pros-
erity of the church. We commend Bro. Eby's ex-
m P'e to others who can thus go out into new fields

J

d labor for the Master. We need a good deal of
s Practical mission work.

6i 7

Bro. J. G. Roybr writes us that the Brethren ic

Lancaster, Pa., are building an excellent meeting
house. It is plain, but large and commodious, and
has many conveniences that other churches would
hardly think of. The good of the Sunday school
cause is kept in view at every point, for the Breth-
ren at Lancaster realize that we, as a people, must
give special attention to this line of church work if

we would prosper. They have even arranged rooms
for the use of the Sisters' Aid Society. All this is

helpful to the work of the church, and it is to be
commended. We are in need of more substantial

meetinghouses in cities, with conveniences for the
different services held.

BAPTIZED IN THE SPIRIT.

A writer in the Christian Evangelist
t concerning

the way baptism may be performed by the "pour-
ing out of the Spirit," says: " I hold an empty glass

in my hand. I deposit a small penknife in the bot-

tom of the tumbler. I take a pitcher of water and

pour till the glass is full. The water is poured,

the glass is filled, the knife is baptized. The bap-

tism results from filling, the filling is the result of

pouring, The Holy Spirit is poured out, the be-

liever is filled, his spirit is baptized in the Holy

Spirit, This is the figure, and when one of these

phrases occurs, the other two are necessarily im-

plied, When God pours out his Spirit, somebody

is filled, and when somebody is filled, his spirit is

baptized in the Holy Spirit."

On the Day of Pentecost the Spirit was poured

out. The apostles were filled, and then were their

souls baptized in the Spirit. This is the baptism

of the Spirit, promised by John the Baptist. After

this baptism they spake with different tongues, as

the Spirit gave them utterance, for they were then

under the influence of the Spirit.

It is not the pouring out of the Spirit that con-

stitutes the baptism, but it is the Spirit enveloping

the soul, and bringing it completely under his con-

trol. Every baptized penitent believer, who is un-

der the influence of the Spirit, who minds the

things of the Spirit, and is led by the Spirit, can

rest assured that his soul has been baptized in the

Spirit. It is the filling of his heart and mind by

the Spirit that renders this baptism of the Spirit

possible.

This is what was promised to the earnest seekers

after Truth on the Day of Pentecost. By Peter's

preaching they became fully convinced that Jesus

was the Christ, and thus came into possession of

that faith that leads to obedience. They then cried

out, " Men and brethren, what must we do?" Peter

told them to repent and be baptized for the remis-

sion of sins, and they should receive the gift of

the Holy Ghost. This they did by being bap-

tized; then were they filled with the Spirit, and

their souls became overwhelmed by its influence,

First in order came faith, then repentance and bap-

tism. After that the pardon of their sins followed

by the gift of the Holy Spirit, or the baptism in

the Spirit. As new-born creatures, they were then

led by the Spirit, and continued steadfastly in the

apostles' doctrine and fellowship. j. h. m.

OUR MINISTERIAL MEETING.

our last issue we had space for only a brief

notice of our Ministerial Meeting which convened

n the Waddams Grove church, Sept. 8. There

jvas a love feast in the house the evening before.

This meeting was well attended, and was charac-

terized by a deep, spiritual interest, Bro I. B. Trout

officiating.

Bro. M. S. Newcomer presided over the Minis-

terial Meeting. Six topics were on the program,

and each one was discussed with creditable inter-

est. Bro.
J.

G. IRoyer preached an excellent ser-

mon in the evening, after the close of the Ministe-
rial Meeting, The phase of the meeting with
which we were particularly impressed, was that re-

lating to the development of young ministers,

While the subject is one of great importance, it

was suggested that Northern Illinois, as well as
many other Districts, has very few young ministers
to develop. And when we pause to consider, it is

alarming how few young men we have in the min-
istry. True, we have more than we had twenty
years ago, but the number is nothing like it should
be. There ought to be at least one young minis-
ter in every congregation, and we believe it to be
the duty of every church, having young brethren,
possessing the necessary qualifications, to hold an
election and call one or more of them to the min-
istry, that they may be properly trained for the
work that must sooner or later devolve upon them,
Should it be argued that many of our young men

are not specially gifted for the ministry, we need
but call attention to the fact that most of them are

intellectually far in advance of three-fourths of
those called to the work years ago. We have in the
Brotherhood, at this time, a thousand young men,
who, with careful training, would make efficient

preachers.

Again, it may be claimed that too many of them
are not what they should be in their appearance,
While all this is true, still, to defer calling a num-
ber of them to the work now means to greatly les-

sen our ministerial force, and finally make it neces-

sary for the church, to have a majority of that

class or do without. It would be far better to

call some of them to the work while we have well-

established forces to train and develop them. Then
it should be borne in mind that some of the most
efficient ministers we now have were developed from
young brethren who were considered very much
out offline, in appearance, in some period of their

lives. We are probably safe in saying that the

most gifted men we ever had among us required

more or less training in order to fully adjust them
to our non-conformity principles,

It is believed that it will pay the Brethren church

to at once call a few hundred young brethren to the

ministry, and train them for the work. They should

be wisely instructed concerning their duties, trained

judiciously, and, by keeping up the calling, as well

as the training, we would, in the course of a few

years, have a thousand young ministers that would

be an honor to any cause. Among them might be

a few that would not be a credit to the ministry,

but we are sure that the percentage of this class

would be no greater than what has been experi-

enced in our past history,

No one of wisdom need be discouraged because

the training of young men for the ministry demands

special effort, and a great deal of patience. Most

of us need but look back upon our own personal ex-

perience to be convinced that the usual defects,

pointed out and urged against young brethren, along

this line, are rather common to humanity. The

Lord wants his faithful ministers, now entrusted

with the affairs of the kingdom, to take charge of

and develop a number of our young brethren for

the ministry, and the sooner w« get at it the better

it will be for the cause as well as for the young

This line of thought was suggested to us by some

of the good things said, on the various topics at the

meeting, and we believe it worthy of special consid-

eration. In some localities it is alarming to what

extent the calling of young men to the ministry,

and the developing of them, is neglected. Hundreds

of our ministers will soon be too old and feeble to

give the wants of the church the needed attention,

and most assuredly should we have plenty of young

preachers coming on to take their places.

j. H. M.
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QUERISTS* DEPARTMENT.

We should recommend fasting and prayer, and a

careful study of i Cor. 13. Churches, like people,

sometimes become sick, and even lose their better

judgment. They need to be restored to their first

love. Sound, judicious preaching and careful spir-

itual nourishing must not be neglected.

Please explain fully Isa. 35: 8. Does it mean the Scriptures

are so plain that a fool could not make a mistake in their

meaning?

—

F. M. Shirk.

The verse cited reads thus: 'And an highway shall

be there, and a way, and it shall be called The way

of holiness: the unclean shall not pass over it; but

it shall be for those: the wayfaring men, though

fools, shall not err therein." No reference is here

made to the Scriptures being so plain that a simple-

minded man cannot misunderstand their meaning.

Reference is had to the highway, and not to the

message that points out that highway. We are in-

clined to look to the personal reign of Christ upon

the earth for the fulfillment of this prophecy.

I have two brothers. Both of them take strong drink.

They excuse themselves by Matt. 15: n, which says: "Not

that which goeth into the mouth defileth a man, but that

which cometh out of the mouth, this defileth a man" Does

this mean that any one may take strong drink?—A. M, S.

Your brothers are wresting the Scriptures to

their own destruction. Jesus was not talking of

strong drink, but things not ceremoniously clean,

according to the law of Moses. He meant to say

that it is not what a man eats that defiles his soul

and character, but the unholy words that come

from his mouth. Probably nothing defiles a man

more than strong drink. It injures his character,

endangers his spiritual life, and causes the most

unholy words to proceed out of his mouth. Most

assuredly does strong drink defile a man.

Is it against the teaching of the Bible for a brother to work

for the National Guard, while in ten days' encampment, if he

must work by the day to make ends meet?

—

A G.

To some extent this has a bearing on the question

of non-resistance, and should be settled by the law

of expediency, as set forth in 1 Cor. 6: 12 and chap

ter 8.

It was an ancient act signifying the end of all re-

sponsibilities. Thus the apostles were to do where

the people would not hear their words. The Gos-

pel cannot be forced upon an unwilling people.

Please explain Matt, 12:20, "A bruised reed shall be not

break, and smoking flax shall be not quench, till be send forth

judgment unto victory."—7. 7. S.

A bruised reed is one that has lost its strength,

and is emblematic of a broken spirit. By smoking

flax is understood the lamp-wick that does not

burn clearly. The lesson is intended to teach the

mercy of the Lord. He will have compassion on

the weak and erring in the judgment.

What has become of Bro. Bombay Edwards— W. H. F.

The last we heard of him he was living with his

son in Michigan. We do not know what part.

I notice in your Querists' column an answer slating that it

is not right to use an organ in church. If so, will you please

explain Psalm 150.—//. C. Brown.

The use of instrumental music, in public worship,

was in keeping with both the letter and the spir-

it of the law regulating the affairs of the Old Dis-

pensation. Then the Lord could be praised with

the harp, the timbrel and the organ, but now, when

we praise him, we sing with the spirit and with the

understanding. 1 Cor. 14: 15. It is simply a bet-

ter way of praising the Lord, and is calculated to

put more spirit into a meeting, and develop more
strength in the worshipers than when we must de-

pend upon instruments for music, ;. n, m.

—* HOME * AND * FAMILY*—
ONE WOMAN'S WORK.

A narrow sphere! how can you call it so?

Three pairs of baby's eyes look up in mine,

And seem the gates through which a light divine

Transfigures all my life with tenderest glow.

Because I cannot paint with artist skill

The changing colors of the sea or sky,

And move you all with pain or joy at will.

Because to learning's shrine no gifts I bring,

Nor take a foremost stand for woman's cause,

Because I trust unquestioning the laws,

That bring us snow in winter, birds in spring.

You think my life is circumscribed and cold

In what should make it helpful, rich and strong.

Ah, friend! these happy days are none too long

Vot all the loving duties that they bold;

Nor has the art you love been all denied,

For loveliest pictures every day I see

In childhood's careless grace

From waking morn till dreamy

My Edith's braids, now brown,

:

Imprison tints no artist's brush has known;

The baby's deep blue eyes, that meet my own

In living beauty mock all painted light.

Nor do you know, my friend, the critics bold

We story-tellers in the children find,

—

What store of wisdom and of wit combined

We need to point a moral new or old.

And in reform are we not learning late

A still, small voice need not be all in vain?

These childish bands may bring the greater gain

1 golden bright,

If I; billing )![.!> V

And what in science or philosophy

Can pass in interest the baby heart

Seeking in untried ways to take its part

For good or ill in life's great mystery?

God help us mothers all to live aright,

And may our homes all truth and love enfoh

Since life for us no loftier aims can bold

Than leading little children in the light.

—Emma Endicott Mar,

SISTERS' BENEVOLENT SOCIETIES.

BY EMMA ] MODLIN.

We are made glad, from time to time, for the

words of encouragement concerning the Sisters' Be-

nevolent Societies throughout the Brotherhood.

We are also thankful for the brotherly counsel that

we should watch our conversation. I am glad for

the advice. We should all give heed to the same.

I, for one, will accept it as coming from a heart

full of love.

We, as workers, have a few discouragements,

Some do not see the propriety of meeting with us,

while others are living at a distance, and, having

the care of large families, do not get to attend as

frequently as they would like. We have had sev-

enty-six meetings of our society since our organiza-

tion, the writer being present at all but five. May
all we do, be done to the horor of Godl

Burr Oak, Hans.

TO THE SISTERS.

The Gospel Messenger comes to us every week,

laden with rich food for the soul. Dear brother

and sister, how many of us read the paper through,

then pass it to a neighbor or send it to a friend.

God only knows the good we may do some weary

wanderer. When husband goes to some isolated

place to preach, we pack a few Gospel Messen-

gers in his valise, to give to inquirers.

Now is the time of the year for protracted meet-

ings, and no doubt many of our dear sisters will be

lonely while the dear companion is away. Let us

think of Bro. Stover and family, and sister Bertha,

in far away India, Just think what they have gone
through for Christ and the church! Can we, sis-

ters, do something to encourage them in their no-

ble work? My mind has wandered across the great

deep, many times, for all aur dear missionaries!

Sept. ;

Oh, let us give more to their comfort and
The Lord will repay in due time,

Conrad, Iowa, Sept. 2.

THE SCHOOL OF PATIENCE.

It is easy finding reasons why other folks sh>

be patient.

—

George EUot,

The chief pang of most trials is not so much the

actual suffering itself, as our own spirit of resist.

ance to it.—Jean Nicolas Gron.

James actually declares that if a man has perfect

patience he has a perfect character. I wish I

a voice that could ring over our rum-mad country

in this end of the nineteenth century, when
are tumbling over one another, rushing after noth-

ing and finding it. I would- like to proclaim

lesson: Whoever has perfect patience has a perfect

character—John A. Broadus, D. D.

Patience among the virtues is like the pearl

among the gems, and by its quiet radiance it

heightens every human grace.

—

Rev. Robert Allyn

LL.D.
If we would learn patience, there is no school but

in experiences that require us to exercise pa-

tience —From the Westminster Teacher.

Patience is the ballast of the soul, that will keep

it from rolling and tumbling in the greatest storm.

—Bishop Hofkins.

In all these things, from childhood's little troub-

les to the martyr's sufferings, patience is the grace

of God, whereby we endure evil for the lov

God.—E. B. Pusty, D. D.

Patiei

Ofsai

sthee

of their fortitude;

Making them each bis own deliverer,

And victor over aU
That tyranny of fortune can inflict.

—John Milfoil.

God doth suffice. O thou, the patient one,

Who puttest faith in htm, and none beside,

Bear yet thy load; under the setting sun
The glad tents gleam; thou wilt be satisfied.

—Edwin Arnold

The exercise of patience involves a continual

practice of the presence of God; for we may be

come upon at any moment for an almost hei

display of good temper, and it is a short road to

unselfishness, for nothing is left to self; all that

seems to belong most intimately to self, to be se

private property, such as time, home and rest,

-Fred-invaded by these continual trials of path

eric W. Fader.
Sweet patience come!

Not from a low and earthly source,

—

Waiting, till things shall have their course,

—

Not as accepting present pain

In hope of some hereafter gain,

—

Not in a dull and sullen calm,—
But as a breath of heavenly balm,

Bidding my weary heart submit
To bear whatever God sees fit;

—From " Hymns of the Church Militant"

< CORRESPONDENCE •-*—

From Texas.

Aug. 18 I started by private conveyance to the

Blue Mound church, Tarrant County, La., a dis-

tance of seventy-five or eighty miles. A drive ot

twenty miles brought me to the home of Sister

Davis and family (her husband is not a

member of any church), They seemed very glad

to see me. She has not heard a brother preach for

over nineteen months, and has not seen any mem-

bers besides myself and her brother, who lived

close by, but who has now united with another

church.

Afte spending the night pie

d my journey.

ntly with them,

:n miles farther

brought me to the home of her brother, John Rob*
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inson, where I staid till after dinner. I then pur-

sued my journey, and my next stop was with

Brother and Sister Uriah Williams, near Decatur,

Wise County. While they have passed the merid-

ian of life, yet they are babes in Christ, it being less

than one year since they first knew of the Breth-

ren. They were cheerful, and seemed to enjoy

their new relationship very much. Bro. Williams

was formerly a " Missionary Baptist," and Sister

Williams held Universalist views, but never joined

any church. When she heard of a people, taking

the Scriptures as they read, she was ready to join

in with them. After enjoying their hospitality for

the night, next evening (Aug. 20) found me at Bro.

J,
A. Bowman's, four miles north of Saginaw,—just

in time for meeting at night, where Bro. Glick had

already been holding forth the Word, After the

meetings, Saturday and Sunday, and a pleasant vis-

it with the members, including our missionary, Eld.

J F. Neher, now settled at Saginaw, I started for

home, in company with Bro. Ezra Kidwell and

family. Monday night found us at their home,

three miles north of Decatur, Wise County. They,

also, are "babes in Christ." Sister Kidwell was
baptized at the same time Bro. Williams and wife

were, and Bro, Kidwell about two years ago. He
was obliged to go on horseback about forty miles,

to be baptized.

Brother and Sister Kidwell had lived ten or

twelve years ago, near Weatherford, Parker Co.,

Tex., one under the preaching of Bro, A. W. Vani-

man, and the other under the preaching of Eld.

Henry Brubaker. They resolved that if ever they

joined any church, it would be the Brethren. Aft-

er that they moved to Western Texas, and later

moved back to where they now live. During all

these years they have not seen any Brethren, nor

heard one preach till last year.

I give a brief sketch of this for the purpose of

encouraging the missionaries and the work in gen-

eral. Do not get discouraged too soon, if you do
not see the fruits of your labors, but continue to

sow the good seed, as it may be as bread cast upon
the waters,—to return many days hence. Patiently

work on, trusting God for results, knowing we
shall all reap the reward of our labors in that great

coming day.

On this same trip I met a man, who, when -he

learned I lived at Nocona, said he wanted to go
there soon, as he had heard there were some of his

kind of people there. He soon found out he was
talking to one, and seemed to be very glad. He
said he had got acquainted with them about twenty

years ago, near Memphis, Tenn. I gave him some
tracts and Messengers, and promised him the

Mkssenger three months. On leaving him he told

me I should hear from him again. How many
more such might be found in Texas, as well as in

other places, if there were some one to look for

them! Truly, the hafve'st is great, but the laborers

are few.

Tuesday night again found me with friend and
Sister Davis. I had left some tracts with them,
and also promised that they should have the Mes-
senger, our District having a fund to send the

Messenger to isolated members. I reached home
Wednesday evening. A. J. Wine.
Nocona, Tex., Aug. ag.

From Indian Territory.

Aug 26 we left our home in the Wade Branch
church, Miami Co., Kans., in obedience to the call

of our Mission Board, and came to this, Kay Coun-
ty. Okla. T. We are endeavoring to proclaim the

whole counsel of God to the people here. The in-

terest seems to be good, and a very warm feeling

seems to exist on the part of many toward our

Brethren, because they shun not to declare the
" whole counsel."

There has been very little preaching done by our
Brethren here, as well as in many other parts of

°ur land. The need of bold preaching of the pure
Gospel is very great. Many have never heard it

Preached.

Kay County has about twenty brethren and sis-

ters, including one minister and three deacons. The
County is about twenty-six by thirty-eight miles in

size, and the members are living much scattered,

making it necessary to have meetings at five dif-

ferent points, in order to reach simply the mem-
bers. Ministers are much needed here. Is there
not some earnest young brother in some large con-
gregation in the Brotherhood, where his help is

not much required, and where he constantly feels

that he ought to do more for his Master? Just
such brethren are needed in Kay County. Not on-
ly one, but at least twelve, could work to advan-
tage. This is a good country. Land is yet very
cheap. I believe that any Brethren, wishing to se-

cure good homes, can find them.

The call of Jesus rings in our ears, "Go ye into

all the world and preach the Gospel to every crea-

ture." This is a part of " all the world," and many
here are seeking light and finding it not. Can it

be that there are none who will come and hold
high the cross of Jesus. Who will volunteer?

Any one wishing further information about the
needs of the work, or concerning the country, will

please address: J. S. Masterson, Tonkawa, Okla. T.

G. M. Lauver.
Aug' JI '

t

From the Franklin County Church.

Bro. Wm. H. Lichty, of Waterloo, came to this

church Aug. 15, and labored with untiring zeal un-

til Sept. 4, the time of our feast. Three young
brethren of the Sunday school made the good
choice to follow Christ. Others seem near the

At the feast, though the attendance of visiting

brethren was not so large as in former years, we
had one of the best meetings ever held in this

church. More officials being needed, a choice was
made for a preacher and a deacon. There being a

tie, brethren J. Rothrock Allen and Harvey W. Al-

len, brothers in the flesh, were chosen ministers,

and Bro. D. J. Norman, deacon. They are promis-

ing young brethren and were duly installed. Bro.

Wm. H. Pyle was advanced to the second degree of

the ministry. The attendance and interest at all

the meetings were excellent. With Christ for us,

and faithful brethren abreast in the conflict, who
can be against us? Pray God for us that we be

victors! Wm. H. Allen.

Dumont, Iowa, Sept. 10.

From Michigan.

Bro. Wm. Hess, and my wife and I made a trip to

Northern Michigan Aug. 24, on an excursion train.

We called on my brother, Daniel, who lives in

Levering, Emmet County. While there, we held

two meetings in a Methodist church. From there

we went to Harbor Springs, where the brethren

met us, and conveyed us to Bro. Daniel Knisely's

house. Here we found a tent in the yard, ready

to hold a love feast. The meeting was one of

more than ordinary interest. The membership is

small; only twenty-eight members, and they live

much scattered. Bro. John Stutsman is their only

minister.

There should be one hundred ministers put into

the Michigan field as missionaries. Michigan is

a large State. The fields are all white for the har-

vest, but only a few men to do the work.

A choice for one deacon was held. Bro. Daniel

Knisely was elected. Ministers were present from

four different State Districts: Bro. I. N. Snowberg-

er, Flint, Ind.; Moses Cruea, Parker, Ind
; J. C.

Landis, Gordon, Ohio; Isaac Rairigh, Campbell,

Mich.; Wm. Hess, Gosheo, Ind. The members are

mostly limited in means, and live perhaps one hun-

dred miles, or more, from the body of members in

Michigan. Brethren should take advantage of low

rates of fare, and go to see those isolated members.

Those who have hay-fever or asthma should go to

Petoskey and adjacent towns along Lake Michigan

for their health. I saw three members in Harbor

Springs who came to that place because of hay-fe-
ver, which was troubling them much. Some came
from Indiana, and some from Ohio. I saw invalids
there from nearly all States, some from New York
City, some from Cincinnati, and some from Chica-
go, Indianapolis, and other large cities.

- , . . - J. H. M-LLBR.
Goshen, Ind., Sept. 3,

From Arkaruas.

A short time ago, in an article to the Messen-
ger, I referred to a protracted meeting of one
week, which I held twelve miles south of this place
(Arkadelphia), at what is called the • Carr" school-
house, one and one-half miles west of Curtis, a sta-

tion on the Iron Mountain and Southern R. R.,
about ten miles south of Arkadelphia, Ark. At the
close of our meetings I gave an invitation, and
three expressed a willingness to go with us. Last
Thursday evening, Sept. 2, wife and I went to Cur-
tis, where I was met with a team. Friday, Sept. 3,
we baptized three dear souls in presence of many
spectators. Many remarks were made about the
new baptism, as they never had seen the like be-
fore.

The same evening we went to the schoolhouse
referred to and preached to a crowded house.
Brethren, we surely did have a glorious meeting.
We heard the remark made several times that they
never had heard the Gospel preached before.

As we had two more applicants we administered
baptism on Sunday morning at 9 o'clock. At 11 A,
M., the same day, we met at the schoolhouse for

council meeting. We decided to hold a love feast

Dec. 4, commencing at 2 P. M., and to hold an
election for a deacon at the same time. Brethren,
come and help us at that time, as it will be the first

Communion ever held by the Brethren in this part.

Some of our Brethren certainly live close enough
to come and help us. Those from the north should
reach Curtis on Friday evening, Dec. 3, at 6 P, M,,
or at 6 A. M„ Dec. 4. Write to Bro. P. W. Dan-
nels, Curtis, Ark. Those coming from the South
should come on the early morning train Dec. 3 or

4, or come on the night train, which will reach

Curtis at 10:40 A. M. Do not forget to inform
Bro. P. W. Dannels and he will meet you. Should
any one fail to find any of the Brethren, let him
make inquiry of the postmaster, and he will direct

you. Bro. P. W. Dannels lives just one and one-

fourth miles from Curtis, Ark , straight west.

We have the promise of a number more appli-

cants for baptism in the near future,

J. W. Gbphart.
Arkadelphia, Clark Co., Ark., Sept. 6,

From the Logan Church, Ohio.

—Our church met in regular quarterly council

Aug. 28. Our presiding elder, Bro. L. H. Dickey,

of Alvada, Ohio, was with us. The visiting breth-

ren reported their work, and all business was dis-

posed of in a brotherly manner,

—Our love feast will be held Oct. 2, beginning

at 10 A. M. A cordial invitation is extended to

the neighboring brethren and sisters.

—Our Sunday school work is moving along nice-

ly. We are glad to note the increased interest in

Sunday school work in different parts of the Broth-

erhood. It is the future hope of the church. In

our own Sunday school we set apart the collection

of the first Sunday of each month for the Orphan-

ages at Smyrna and Bulsar. We hope thus to cre-

ate a personal interest in each of these institutions.

—During the past few weeks we have traveled

over the State extensively, but saw only a few

brethren and sisters. At some places they had

never heard of "Dunkers." Oh, what a wonderful

work right here in Ohiol

—We write this from Columbus, our capital city.

It is a city of over ioo.oco inhabitants, and to our

knowledge there are only two members in it.

John R. Snyder.

Belh/ontaine, Ohio, Sept. 2.



Notes x from x our x Correspondents.

.ommumon in the Kilbuck

as largely attended. On the

election was held, resulting in

Richie to the ministry.—#. E.

INDIANA.

Huntington.—Our love feast was to be held Sept.

)8, but we have now changed it to Oct. 2, at 2 P.

M. The feast is to be held at the Huntington

church, five miles northwest of Huntington.—W, D,

Miller. Sept. 12.

Gilman.—The

church, Sept. 3,

same afternoon ar

choosing Bro. Wm
Millspiugh, Sept 8.

Hartford City.—We met in council Sept. 7. Our

Communion will be held Oct. 15. Wc have social

meetings once a week, and Sunday school each

Sunday, superintended by Bro. Bruce Leonard.—

RoteUa Hohrcft, Sept. 11.

English Prairie.—This church takes in Lagrange

County, Indiana, and a part of Michigan. The

members here met in council last Saturday. The

report of the annual visit was very pleasing.—John

Lorg, Brighton, Ind., Sept. 6.

Adamsboro.—This church met in quarterly coun-

cil Sept. 3. Bro. D. P. Shively, our elder, and Bro

W. S. Toney, our assistant elder, were present.

We decided to have our love feast Oct. 2. We or-

ganized a prayer meeting. Sister Iva Martin was

elected as our clerk, and Bro, David Floiy as trus-

tee.

—

Grace Ke'port, Sept. 11.

Goshen.—The West Goshen church had a pleas-

ant meeting Sept. 5. One young lady came twen-

ty-five miles to be baptized. She had been visiting

friends, during which time she was brought under

conviction, and called upon the Brethren to baptize

her. Bro. L. Hillery did the preaching as well as

the baptizing.—/. H. Miller, Sept.g.

Four Mile Church.—The members of this church

held their harvest meeting Aug. 28. Good interest

was manifested. A free will offering for the poor

resulted in raising $4. Our quarterly council oc-

curred Sept. 4. Our love feast will occur Oct. 9, at

10: 30 A M.. at the White Water church, near Con-

nersville.—SaUie D. Lohrer, Beechymire, Ind, Sept. 8.

Pleasant Valley Church.—Our evergreen Sunday

school is in a prosperous condition, superintended

by J. H. Schrock. La«t Sunday, after Sunday

school, a young man was baptized. Bro, Alex.

Miller will commence a series of meetings Nov 20.

We will hold a collection for the India sufferers

next Sunday after preaching.

—

C. Schrock, Middle-

bury, Ind , Sept. 7.

St. Joseph Valley Church.—At our church coun-

cil we decided to hold our love feast Oct. 16. Five

have united by baptism since our last report. We
have regular meeting at the County house once a

month, for the benefit of the poor, and for the

members that are there. We also have meetings at

the country churcrdiouse, and in the City of South

Bend.— C. Smith. South Bend, Ind., Sept. n.

River.—Aug. 18 we held our harvest meeting in

the Salamonie church, Huntington County, Ind.

The meeting opened at 10 A. M. Bro. Felthouse

gave us an interesting talk. After dinner Bro

Felthouse gave us a talk on mission work. A col-

lection was taken, resulting in raisirg S'B 80 for the

mission cause. Sept. 4 we met in council. We de-

cided to hold our love feast Oct, 16, at 2 P. M.—0.

C. Ellis, Sept. 13.

Roann.—We met in regular council to-day. We
have improved, somewhat, in conducting our

church councils, after the sys'em given some time

ago by Bro. Daniel Vaniman The various mission

funds and home treasury were remembered. We
expect to have a series of meetings this fall at the

o'd church, near Roann, to be conducted by Bro. L,

H. Eby. A love feast will be held Oct. 23, in con-

nection with the above meetings. We also con-

temp'a'e having a series of meetings late this fall,

at the West Branch house, to be conducted by Bro.

J. F. Spitzer.—Jostphjohn, Sept, 4,

TEGS GOSPEL IMTIBSSIEnsrQ-IEIIR.

Sbipshewana Church.—This church met in coun-

cil Sept. 4 We send brethren B. Leer and D. Bol-

linger as delegates to District Meeting. Oar love

feast will be held Oct. 2. We expect to hold a Bi-

ble school sometime in the fall.—Ellen Kavffman,

Emma, Ind , S'Pt. 6,

Summit Church.—Aug 2 Bro. J. I. Howard be-

gan a series of meetings here and continued till

Sept 2, preaching each evening and on Sundays. It

was a feast of good things to us. The meetings

were generally well attended. One was baptized,

and two more applicants are to be baptized at our

next appointment. Two were received by letter,

—

an elder and wife.—Lizzie Hollis, Fai mont, Ind.,

Sfpt. 8.

Pipe Creek.-—This church met in council yester-

day. Q uite a number were present from this

church, and several visiting ministering brethren

and deacons from adjoining churches. We expect

to have a series of meetings, commencing Nov. 2,

ducted by Eld. Henry Frantz. Two have been

added to the church since my last report, Bro. A.

W. Zeigler was elected church clerk, and the un-

dersigned re-elected correspondent to the Messen-

ger.—W B. Daitey. Peru, Ind., Sept. p.

Wabash.—The quarterly meeting of this church

occurred Sept. 2, and was truly a very good meet-

ing. Visiting ministers present were brethren J. D,

Rife and Otho Winger. The time for our meetings

was changed to the first and third Sundays of the

month. By his request our aged brother, Henry
Brubaker, was released from the office of treasurer.

Bro William Livengood was elected to succeed

him. Last Sunday the home ministers conducted

a very interesting children's meeting at this place.

Ninety children were present.

—

Kittie Hunk, S*p\

5-

Notice.—The committee of arrangements for the

forthcoming Ministerial Meeting of Middle Indi

ana, has made provision to meet trains on three dif-

ferent roads the day before the meeting, Oct. 14

All those coming on the Big Four R. R., must stop

off at Clay Pool. Trains on this road will only be

met in the afternoon. North bound train, No. 102,

is due at 3: 38 P. M. South bound, No. 100,

is due at 4: 10 P. M. All those coming over the

Nickel Plate R. R., should stop off at Burket. The
east-bound train, No 6, is due at 6: 54 in the even-

ing; the west-bound, No. 3, is due at 12: 39 P. M.

All those coming over the C. & E. R. R., should

stop off at Akron; westbound No. I is due at 3:

57 P, M , and east-bound No. 2 is due at 11: 31 A.

M. All that desire conveyance must come on

these trains, and on above date, as we can not meet

any trains on day of meeting.—;John L. Kline, Sevas-

topcl, Ind., Sept. 13.

PENNSYLVANIA.

Quemahoning Church.—Two were baptized in

the Sipesville congregation, Somerset Co., Pa,,

July 4. At the council, on Saturday, P. J. Blough,

of Hooversville, and Jacob Blough, of Stanton's

Mills, Pa., were elected to the ministry. One was

baptized.—Joseph Beam, S:pt. 6.

Spring Grove.—Yesterday, Sept. 5, at our regu-

lar appointment here, four were baptized. Two
more had made application, but did not consent to

be baptized at this time. Three of those baptized

are young in years,—a very good time to enter

God's service —Samuel W. Taylor, Sept. 6.

Coventry Church—Four were recently added to

the church by baptism, the last baptism being

Sept. 11,—one young father and mother, one grand-

father, and one young woman. May the end be as

good as the beginning! The crown is at the end of

life.— W. W. Kulp, Pottstown, Pa., Sept. 14

Mingo Church.—The Brethren here met in regu-

lar quarterly council Sept. 4 Eld. F. P. Cassel

presided, assisted by elders Henry A. Price and
Christian Bucher. We had a very harmoni

meeting. Our elder, F. P. Cassel, asked to be

lieved of the charge of the church, and Eld. Ah
Grater, who came to us from the Rock Creek
church, Illinois, was elected..—/ C Kopenhaver,

Sept. 25, 1897.

Ephrata.—This church met in council Sept. 11.

It was decided to hold the Ministerial Meeting for

the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, in the Ephra-
ta house, Ephrata, Pa. Our love feast will be held

Nov. 10 and 11, at 10 A. M., at the Mohler house,

one mile northeast of town.

—

David Kilh'fner, Sept.

Harrishurg.—Bro. W. L, Bingaman came to us

Aug. 22 and labored for us until the following Fri-

day. On Sunday morning and evening he preached

for us two very interesting sermons, preparatory to

the Bible Land talks which followed, and lasted

several evenings. These talks were full of interest.

—G, G. Lehmer, Sept. 7.

Mechanicsburg.—We enjoyed a few interesting

meetings, in company with Bro L. S. Mohler, in

the Valley of Perry County, Pennsylvania. We
had three meetings in the Bethel church, but met
no Brethren. The people with whom we stopped

treated us very kindly, and insisted on us to come
back again. Our our return, by the way, we were

ked by kind friends, to have meeting in Mayville.

We promised to do so. I never witnessed better

attention to preaching in all my life.—

:

James L.

Trimmer, S'pt. 7.

Mechanic Grove Church.—Saturday, Sept. 4, we
met in council at the home of Bro. Geo. Bucher.

Elders Benj. Eby, John GraybHl, and H. E. Light

were present. One was received by letter. The
building of the Mechanic Grove church was brought

up for discussion. It was agreed to proceed, pro-

ding the Home Mission Board would give us a

donation, if needed. Bro. Geo. Bucher was or-

dained to the eldership. Bro. H. E. Light present-

ed his resignation as elder of this church. It was

decided to have a love feast at the home of Bro.

Bucher, Oct. 2, at 2 P. M. Three very interesting

sermons were delivered over last Sunday.

—

Mary P,

Phillipy, Little Britain, Lancaster Co., Pa., Sept. 11.

OHIO.

Wyandot Church.—We held our quarterly coun-

cil Sept. 4. It was a most pleasant council, At
the close of the meeting, a sister made application

i come to the church, which was attended to at

ice.

—

Alverty Buxton, Seal, Wyandot Co., Ohio, Sfpt.

r.

Notice.—A few weeks ago, in giving a report of

jr church work, we stated that our love feast at

Lower Twin would be Oct. 5, at 10 A, M, Since

that time we found it necessary to have it earlier.

It will be Sept. 30, at ioA.M, instead of Oct. 5.—

Aaron Brubaker.

Swan Creek Church.—We met in council Sept.

4. We decided to have an evergreen Sunday

school. At 10: 30, on Sunday, we had a missionary

sermon, delivered by the home ministers, after

which a collection was taken for the sufferers in

India, amounting to £14,

—

S. P. Betkeybile, Sept. 11.

Black River.—We held a harvest meeting Aug.

28. Bro. W. F. England and wife, Bro. S. Mo-
herman, and Sister Sadie Werts, from the Ash-

land congregation, came to our meeting, and Bro.

England preached for us. We had three sermons

on Saturday. Our collection amounted to Si4, and

was given to the " India sufferers." On Sunday he

also preached two sermons for us. One dear soul

was received by baptism Sept. 4. Brethren S. Gar-

ver and Tobias Hoover are to be our delegates to

District Meeting Oct. 7.

—

Maty Hoover, Chatham,

Ohio, Sept. 8.

Rome Church.—Sept. 10 we met in council, with

L. H. Dickey, our elder, presiding The time of

our solicitors having expired, the following were

appointed: Sister Diana Newhouse, 652 West Free-

montSt, Fostoria, Ohio; Sister Eva Schubert, Al-

vada, Ohio; Bro. Harvey Plots, Carey, Ohio. They

are expected to give every member, in their respec-

tive territories, an opportunity to contribute to the

General Missionary fund at least once a year. At

the close our elder delivered a short, but very sea-

sonable address to the Father's children.

—

Maggit

A, Dickey, Alvado, Ohio, Sept. r*.
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Beaver Creek Church.—To day we held a pleas-

ant council. Our presiding elder, Jesse Stutsman,

resigned his eldership, and Eld. Aaron Coy was
was unanimously accepted as our elder. Our love-

feast was appointed for Oct. 30, at 10 o'clock.

—

Lis

sie Bigwell, Sept, 7,

County Line Church.—The members met in

council Sept. 5. As our elder, Sammy Driver, was
not present, Bro. W, R. Guthrie acted as moderator.

One brother was received by letter, and one letter

was granted Our Communion will be Oct. 2. We
expect Bro. B. F. Honeyman to commence a series

of meetings Nov. l.—J. L, Guthrie, Herring, Ohio,

Sept 6,

Logan Church.—We expect to hold our Com-
munion meeting on Saturday, Oct. 2, at to A. M.
Those coming by rail from the West, will be met at

Degraff, and those from the north and east, at

Bellefontaine, on Friday evening and Saturday

morning. We expect to begin a protracted effort

about Dec, 7, and have the promise of Bro. Daniel

Wysong to assist us.—John R. Snyder, Bellefontaine,

Ohio, Sept. /?,
IOWA.

Coon River.—Sept. 4 we had a most enjoyable

council. We send two queries and three delegates

to District Meeting. We expect Bro. D. L. Miller

at our District and Ministerial Meetings, and then

to deliver a course of " Bible Land Talks" at our

churchhouse near Panora.—/. D. Haughtelin, Panora,

Ioiva, Sept. 14.

Pleasant View.—Our regular quarterly council

was held on Saturday, Sept. 4. We are sorry to

part with Bro. John Myers and family, who leave

us shortly lor Kansas. Bro. Myers has been active

in the ministry he re for some time, and he will be

greatly missed. Brethren John Zuck and Jesse

Shick were elected delegates to District Meeting.
—Nanny Baer, T<pton, Iowa, Sept. 11.

Indian Creek.—This church met in quarterly

council Sept. 4. Our elder, R. F. McCune, was

present. The attendance was very good. We
were much encouraged by the presence of Eld. S
M. Goughnour, who was, at the time, holding meet-

ings at one of our regular meeting points. We de-

cided to hold a love feast Oct. 9 and 10. Brethren

S. C. Miller, C. Z Reitz, and L. D. Minear will

represent us at District Meeting.—A. W. Flora,

Maxwell, Iowa, S-pt. 6.

Garrison.—We held our council to-day, prepara-

tory to our love feast, Oct. 16 and 17. Bro. Wra,

Long presided, as Bro. E. H. Stauffer could not be

with us. We will represent at District Meeting by

one delegate. Sister Lizzie Johnson, with six of

her children, their husbands and wives, will leave

Garrison about Oct. iS, to join her husband in Ida-

ho. His health is much better since there. One
young man was baptized since our last report.

—

Lizzie R, Pugk, Sept, 11.

MISSOURI.

Avery.—The members of the Spring Branch

church will hold their Communion Oct. 23. In

connection a series of meetings is to be conducted

by Bro. R. S. Rust.—B. E. Breshears, S>pt. 1.

Plattshurg-.^The effects of the recent meetings

are still sensibly felt in this church. One more
dear brother has been added by baptism. We had
preaching services in the College Chapel last Sun-

day for the first time. A good audience was pres-

ent.

—

S. Z. Sluwp, Sept. 13.

Dry Fork Church.—We met on Saturday, Aug.

8, for council. We decided to hold our Commun-
ion Oct. 8, at 2 P. M., also a series of meetings this

fall. Since our last report six have been baptized,

one reclaimed, and v/e have one more applicant for

baptism.—Rufus Robinson, Jaspir, Mo., Sept. /?.

Mineral Creek.—Our protracted meetings closed

last night with a commendable interest. Bro. Da-

vid Bown.an did well his part in preaching the

Word, It was seed time with us, and we trust the

good seed sown will be gathered not many days

hence.—Fred Gulp, Leeton, Mo„ Sept, 6.

THS GOSPEL MESSEaSTQOHi^

Warrensburg. — The Warrensburg church met
in council Sept. 2. Four letters were granted.

A love feast was appointed for Oct. 15, at 2 P. M.
A local mission board for this congregation was
elected according to the plan adopted at our late

District Meeting. Eld. David Bowman and elders

from immediately adjoining churches were present.
—John E. Mohkr, Sept. 5.

KANSAS.

Burr Oak.—We met in council Aug. 2S. Bro
Samuel Henry presided. Our love feast will be
Oct. 16, at 10 A. M.—Emma J. Mcdlin, Sfpt. 5.

Fredonia.—We met in quarterly council Sept. 11.

We decided to have our next council Oct. 12, at

which time Bro W. B. Sell will commence a series

of meetings, continuing over our love feasl, Oct, 16.

—Flora E. Darst, Sept. 12.

Cottonwood Church.— Eld. Enoch Eby was with

us last Saturday and Sunday, preaching three ser

mons. He is soliciting the Northeastern District

of Kansas, in the interest of the Old Folks' Home,
near Booth, Kans. Our Sunday school decided to

donate our missionary collection to the Old Folks'

Home. Our love feast is to be Oct. 2 and i.-John
G. Sargent, Duniap, Kans., Sept, ij.

Belleville Church.—Sept. 4 we met in quarterly

council. It was decided to have a Sunday school

meeting at this place Oct. 4, on Monday after our

love feast. The brethren and sisters who expect to

be with us at the feast, will please make a note of

this and stay one day longer. The sisters of this

church will, before long, organize a sisters' sewing
society.—Louisa/, Williams, S'pt, 7.

Appanoose.—The members of the Appanoose
church convened in council Sept. 4, This is the

meeting preparatory to our Communion, Oct. 2, at

4 P. M. One dear sister was restored. Bro. Hen-
ry Ward was chnsen to represent this church at the

Sunday school meeting at Sabetha. Bro. C. H.

Brown will commence a series of meetings Sep'. 25,

at the Appanoose church, and continue over our

Communion.—James T. Kmzie, Ccntr'polis, Kars,,

Sept. 6.

WEST VIROINIA.

Eglon —Sept. 4 we met in council, Eld. T. S.

Fike presided. Brethren T. S. Fike and S. K.

Fike were chosen delegates to District Meeting.

One was restored. At night Eld. T. S. Fike

preached for us. Sept. 5 we met again for Sunday
school at 9 A. M, At ioA.M, Bro. A. S. Arnold
preached for us.

—

D G.Judy, Sept. 7.

Pine Grove.—Our series of meetings began Aug.

28 and continued one week. Bro. W. A. Gaunt la-

bored for us. The members were greatly strength-

ened. We also met in council on the above-named

date. Our meetings terminated in a love feast

Sept. 4. About one hundred members took part in

the love feast and Communion. It was a feast to

the soul—Samuel M. Wilhelm, Pleasant Hill, W. Va.,

Sept. 6.

Lost River Church.—Our council was held Sept.

4. Brethren Henry Moyer, S. W. Fitzwater, and

Samuel Mathias were advanced to the second de-

gree of the ministry. A series of meetings will

commence, at this place, on the evening of Sept. 14,

by Bro. Samuel Driver. We had three accessions

by baptism and one by letter, during the past few

weeks. Our Communion will be held some time

the latter part of this month, about the close of

Bro. Driver's meetings.— C. Fitzwater, Hardy Co.,

W. Va., Sept. 6.

ILLINOIS.

Astoria.—Our quarterly council convened at the

Walnut church Sept. 7. Elder J. H. Baker is our

delegate to District Meeting. We decided to hold

a series of meetings this fall.

—

Mattie Davis, Sept. a.

Hudson.—At our council-meeting, last Saturday,

we had a good attendance. One was baptized a

week before the meeting. Our sisters are being

awakened to greater efforts, by making garments

and quilts for the Lord's poor.— Thus, D. Lyon, Sept.

621

Cornell.—This church met in council Sept. 6.

Eld. Menno Stauffer, who has charge of this

church, was present. Our Communion was appoint-
ed for Oct. 22, at 10 o'clock We are few in num-
ber, but not discouraged.—A^. .S~ Dale, Spt. 6.

WISCONSIN.

Irvin Creek Church. -Bro. C. P. Rowland came
to us Aug. 20, and labored with us until Sept. lb,

preaching, in all, twenty- five sermons, besides hold-
ing several social meetings with those who could
not attend the other meetings. Ten precious
souls were baptized, ranging in age from ten to

thirty-five years. One sister was reclaimed. Oth-
ers are near the kingdom. Our love feast will be
held Sept. io.—Johi Stockman, Knapp, Wis., Sept. it.

Barron.—Wife and 1 had the pleasure of visiting

the members in the Barron church. They have no
resident minister, but have a very interesting Sun-
day school; also a Bible meeting each Lord's Day.
I' there not some faithful minister who will locate

with these members? There is an opening for a
great work lo be done here.— E. E. Joyce, Durand,
Wis., Sept, o,

NEBRASKA.

Arcadia.—Bro. S. M. Forney came to us Aug.
28 and preached four sermons. On Sunday he
preached a missionary sermon. A collection of

S5 38 was taken for State mission work. Bro. For-

ney is our State missionary He is the only elder

north of the Platte River.—D. M. Ross, S pt. 10,

North Beatrice.—Our love feast will be Nov.
13. This church sends two delegates to District

Meeting this fall,—brethren J. W. Netzley and A.
D. Sollenberger. Several of our members expect

to locate farther west, among them Bro. C. B.

Smith and wife. We regret to see them leave, as

their labors are much appreciated.

—

M. L. Sollenber-

ger, Beatrice, Nebr., Sept. 6,

VIROINIA*.

Beaver Creek.— Eleven boys and girls, scholars

of the different Sunday schools, were recently re-

ceived into the church by confession and baprism.

Two aged ones were reclaimed, one eighty-two and
the other seventy-six years of age.—M, B. Miller,

Sept. ij.

Mount Joy.—We met in council Sept, 4. We de-

cided to hold our love feast Oct. 2. Bro. Ben
Montgomery preached an excellent sermon for us

in the evening. Bro. J. A Dove is to begin a series

of meetings at Mount Joy immediately after our

love feast.

—

L.J. Bryant, Mun/ord, Va., S'pt. 6.

WASHINQTON.

Centralia.—Bro. J. U. G. Stiverson arrived at

Centralia Aug. 28, and remained until Sept. 6. He
conducted four very interesting meetings at Grand
Mound, four miles west of Centralia, Some who
heard him were much impressed. We are much in

need of some able minister. We held our council

Sept. 3. Love and union prevail among us.

—

Alice

S. Christlieb, Sept. 11.

OREOON.

Salem Church.—Sept. 4 we met in council. Bro.

J. B. Early acted as moderator, owing to the illness

of our elder. Brethren J. B. Lehman and A. M.
White were elected as delegates to District Meet-

ing, at Talent, Ore., Sept. 17 and iS.—Sttdie Bashor,

Macleay, Ore., Szpl. 8.

TENNESSEE.

French Broad Church.—This church met in

council Sept. 4. We elected brethren S. C. Sa'ter-

field and Frank Wine delegates to District Meet-

ing. Our love feast will be Oct. 8, at 2 P. M.—Mrs.
J. N. McCrary, Nina, Tenn., Sept. 7,

MINNESOTA.

Green Meadow.—Bro. George Strieker came to

us Sept. 5, and preachtd twoscimons. Lasting im-

pressions were made, and an appointment left for

further meetings. We have a Sunday school here

with an average attendance ot about thiity-five.

The writer assists in the Sunday school work.

Here would be a place for some devoted worker.

—

P, A. Smith, Ada, Minn,, Sept. 7.
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Colton, Cal., Comforts.

To a dear and loving daughter in River-

side, the Messenger was sent. She readily

vinced that the way of the cross would bring

her many joys here and hereafter. Learning

that there was a Brethren's Mission at this

point, she wrote her convictions lo Bro. S. C,

Urcy, and soon thereafter was received into

fellowship She now teaches a class of little

people in our Sunday school,—happy in her

new field and making others happy. She

" loves the Brotherhood," (I Pet. 2: 17) because

she loves Jesus. John 14: 21.

M. M, ESHELMAN.

From the Slate Creek Church, Kans.

We have nine preaching services every

month. Bro. Jacob Troxel, Sen., and the writ-

er do the preaching. We were both born in

the year of our Lord, 1822.

One place of preaching is nearly thirty miles

from this place (Conway Springs). Here we

deliver three sermons each month. The first

and lourth Sunday of. each month we

have preaching at schoolhouses, about six

miles from town. We have regular preaching

every Sunday at the meainghouse in town.

Our services at the church in town are as fol-

lows: Sunday school, 10 A. M„ superintended

by Bro. Jacob Funk; preaching at II A M.;

Scripture reading at 7: 30 P. M. Thus you see

we are not idle. Our meetings for Scripture

Reading are proving interesting. Old and

young who attend have equal privileges in

reading. Quite a number embrace the oppor-

tunity and some very important lessons are

My eyesight has failed to such an extent

that I cannot read the large print in my Fami-

ly Bible. Professional oculists tell me that I

have cataract in both eyes, and I must become

entirely blind before a remedy can be applied.

My correspondents will please write plainly,

so my wife can read the letter). We ask an

interest in the prayers of all the faithful in

our behalf. My wife is in very feeble health.

John Wisk.

Conway Springs, Kans,, Strfif J.

From Manassas, Va.

Aug. 14 we had our harvest meeting at

Cannon Branch. The attendance was fair.

Brethren M. G. Early and I, N. H, Beahm

gave us good instructions. We contributed

about eleven dollars towards building a meet-

inghouse in Washington, D. C. The members

and friends of the Manassas church enter-

tained about forty-seven Baltimore "Fresh

Air ChildreD," from July 30 to Aug. 14. The

children enjoyed it very much.

Brethren I. N. H. Beahm, S. H. Flory and I

drove several hundred miles by private con-

veyance to enjoy the Ministerial Meeting of

the Second District of Virginia, which con-

vened in the Linville Creek church, Aug. 26

and 27. It was a grand meeting and we did

enjoy it. Many good practical thoughts were

brought out. All whose names appeared on

the program were present but three. One of

these (Eld. E. L. Brower) had gone to the

spirit world since the program had been print-

ed. This, again, reminds us of the uncertain-

On the way home we held a meeting at the

Morning Star schoolhouse, Page County, on

the evening of Aug. 28. Bro. Beahm gave us

a splendid discourse on "The Prodigal Son."

The bouse was iu 1 and the attention excel-

lent. Our series of meetings will begin Oct.

31, and continue two weeks, probably closing

with a love feast. Bro. D. H. Zigler, of May-
land, Va„ has been engaged to do the preach-

ing. J. E. Blough.

Sept. 9. ^____^_
From Worthington, Minn.

We have had some very pleasant calls from

some of our Iowa Brethren. Aug. 20 Bro.

Ralston, of Sheldon, Iowa, was with us at our

council. Saturday, Aug. 21, we had a very

pleasant meeting. We have a committee ap-

pointed to solicit means for building a meet-

Bro. Raliton preached for us Saturday eight,

Sunday and Sunday night. He gave us some
good instruction, It so happened that Broth-

er and Sister Nicodemus, of Kingsley, Iowa,

and Bro. Harvey Eikenberry, of Greene, Iowa,

met here Aug. 28. We had some more good

meetings over Sunday. Ou Monday evening

the brethren and sisters were called together

for organization. We are now organized as

the Worthington church We also had a very

pleasant visit from Brother and Sister Heeth,

of South Dakota. They are looking up a

location. We have very interesting meetings

and a large attendance for this country. Our

S mday school is well attended and much in-

terest is manifested. Our prayer meetings

and Bible readings are always well attended,

and much interest is shown. These aie the

meetings at which no one gets sleepy. I

would that it could be said that every church

in the Brotherhood has a piayer meeting!

Then every member, both old and young,

could have a chance to exercise in spiritual

LIZ

Sept.:

PROGRAMMES.
Sunday School Meeting.

The following is the program of Sunday

School Meeting, to be held in the Belleville

church, Kans., Oct. 4, iScj?, on Monday after

the love feast:

1. " Object of Sunday School Meetings."—S.

L. Myers, D. R. Holsinger.

2. " What is the Duty of the Elders and

Ministers to the Sunday School?"—J. W. Jar-

boe, Samuel Henry.

3. "Qualifications of Superintendent and

eachers."—D C. Bauman, Martin Gauby.

4. "Value of Song Services."— Ella Hoff,

Martha Fike.

'How Should the Primary Class be

Taught that the Best Results be Obtained? "—

Ada Porter, Olive Ball.

' What is Needed to have a Successful

Sunday School?"—A. M. T. Miller.

General discussion.

C S. Holsinger,
)

C. F. Daggrtt, [ Committee.
Rose Gilbert, )

-MATRIMONIAL-

miller — HU TCHISON. — At the home
of the bride's parents, Bro. and sister A.

Hutchison, McPherson, Kans., Aug. 31, 1897,

by the undersigned, Bro. S. J. Miller and sis-

r Modena Hutchison. J. J. Yoder.

HECKER - REIDENBACH. - In Hinkle-

n, Pa-, Sept. 2, 1897, by the undersigned,

Mr, Abraham L. Hecker, and sister Ada K.

Reidenbach, both of Hinkleton.

I, W. Tavlor.

... FALLEN t ASLEEP ...

HOOVER.—In the South Waterloo church,

Iowa, Aug. 23, 1897, B'o Martin Hoover, aged

82 years, 4 months and 3 days. Sister Hoov-

died May 9, 1892. Six sons and three

daughters survive them, of whom Eld. Tobias

er, of Chatham Center, Ohio, is the

oldest. Bro. Hoover was a faithful and con-

sistent member of the church for many years.

Services by the writer from Job 5: 26.

S. H. Miller.

MOORE. — In the Spring Creek church,

Ind., Sept. 5, 1897, Cecil Laona Moore, daugh

ter of Bro. and Sister Moore, aged 2 years,

1 month and 13 days. Funeral services by

J. S. Snell, assisted by the writer, from John

3: 36. Daniel Snell.

FAIDELY.—In the bounds of the Quema-
boning church, Somerset Co., Pa,, July 12,

1897, Bro. Daniel Faidely, aged about seventy

years He was a consistent member of the

church many years, and reared a large

and exemplary family. Funeral services im-

proved by Bro. J. J. Darr and others,

Joseph Beam.

LA PERSONNE.— In Bulsar, India, Aug.

7, 1897, James Vivian, son of James and Bel-

la La Personne, aged 8 years and 28 days,

James was a bright Sunday school scholar,

and ts much missed, Services by the writer,

W, B. Stover.

FAGER.— In the Weeping Water congre-

gation, Cass Co., Nebr., Sept. 3, 1897, Otto

Dale Fager, infant son ul Bro. Daniel and

sister Sarah Fager, aged 3 months and 29

days. Funeral services by the Brethren,

J. L. Snavely.

CLARK.— In the bounds of the Washing-

ton church, Kosciusko Co., Ind. Sept. 6, 1897,

Sister Sarah Jane (Cunningham) Clark, wife of

Alva Clark, aged 66 years and 18 days. Fu-

neral services by the writer from John 14; 1-3.

H. H Brallier.

DICKEY. — In the Ashland church, Ash-

land Co., Ohio, July 23, 1897, Sister Elizabeth

Dickey, aged 89 years, 9 months and 2 days.

She was born in Somerset County, Pa., Oct.

29, 1807. She was married to Emanuel Dick-

ey in 1828, and the same year they moved
to Stark County, Ohio. To this union four

children were born. In 1838 her husband was

taken away. In 1864 she moved near Ply-

mouth, Ohio, where she lived until March,

1897, when she moved, with her son, to Ash-

land County, Ohio. She lived a faithful

Christian life for over sixty years, being a

member of the German Baptist church, Fu-

neral was conducted by Wm. Dessenberg, of

Ashland, Ohio.

SHOWALTER. — In the Mill Creek con-

gregation, Va., June 12, 1897, Sister Susanne

(Young) Showalter, aged 75 years, 5 months

14 days. She had been in declining

health for a year or more, Some time before

her death she was anointed. The funeral

ces were conducted by Elders George

C. Bowman and C. H. Diehl, of Tennessee.

S. A. Sanger.

SHULTZ — In LaGrange County, Iowa

Aug. 16, 1897, Anna Shultz, aged 45 years,

months and 27 days. Funeral services by

ro. N. H. Shutt, assisted by Bro. Peter Long,

from Acts 10: 34, 35.

MILLER.—In Sturges, Mich., May 29, 1897,

John Miller, aged 18 years, 2 months and 3

days. Funeral services from 1 Cor. 15: 55, 56,

by Mr. Hartzler and Bro. N. H. Shutt.

FAIR.—In the bounds of the English Prai-

: church, LaGrange Co., Ind., Aug. 10, 1897,

Arthur Holley Fair, aged 11 years, II months

d 8 days. Funeral services by Bro. N. H.

Shutt, assisted by Bro. Peter Long, from 2

Kings 4: 26.

MORROW. — In Branch County, Mich,

Aug. 11, 1897, Bro. Charles M. Morrow, aged

45 years, 3 months and 6 days, Funeral serv-

by brethren Peter Long and N. H. Shutt,

from Ps. 92: 12, 13.

CLINDENTZ.-In the bounds of the Eng-

lish Prairie church, LaGrange Co., Ind , Aug,

B97, Ezekiel Clindentz, aged about 64

years. Funeral services by Bro. Peter Long,

sisted by Bro. N. H. Shutt. John Long.

MILLER.—At her home in English River

church, Iowa, Sept. 11, 1S97, Sister Sarah E.

r, aged 56 years, 3 months and 24 days,

She united with the church in her youth, and
ined faithful till death. She suffered

much from paralysis for five months. The
brother and nine children are left behind.

Occasion improved by elders Samuel Flory

and John Gable from Rev. 14: 13

S. F. Brower.

LINE. — In the bounds of the Somerset

church, Ind., June 12, 1897, Azel, son of friend

David and Eboline Line, aged 6 years and

[•th. Funeral services were conducted by

Bro. Joseph Rife.

LINE.—In the same congregation, Aug. 31,

1897, Talitha, daughter of friend David and
Ebolene Line, aged 9 years, I month and 2 days.

Talitha was one of those sweet children that

to see her was to love her. Funeral services

were conducted by Bro. Joseph Rife, assisted

by the writer. Otho Winger,

CAUFMAN. — At his daughter's, at Man-
zanola, Colo., Aug. 19, 1897, of dropsy, Bro.

Abraham Caufman, aged 71 years, 4 months

and 12 days. Deceased was a son of Chris-

tian and Nancy Caufman. He was born in

Juniata County, Pa., and lived in that State

until 1882, when he moved to Winfield, Kans.

In 1889 he moved to Ohio City, Colo., where

he lived until a short time before bis death,

He was a member of the Brethren church for

many years, Funeral sermon by the Christian

minister, John Gunthek,

Sepi 25,

LORTON.— In the Wichita congregation,

Sedgvick County, Kans,, Bro. Wm. S. Lor-

ton, aged 74 yeais, II months and 15 days.

The deceased was born in Kentucky, Aug, 2j_

1822. From there he went, with his parents, to

Clarke County, Ohio. In 1844 he was married

to Margaret Elliot. He then moved to Mis-

souri. Whi'e there, he and wife (who survives

him) joined the Brethren church. From there

they came to Kansas, where he resided to the

time of his death, Bro, Lorton was a very

consistent member of the church for about

seventeen years. His body was laid to rest

in the graveyard near Kechi. Funeral servi-

ces by Bro. T. B. Young. Peter Long.

GIBBLE.—In Astoria, 111., Sept. 3, 1897, Sis-

ter Emalina (nee Stauffer) She was born

Sept. 22, 1852, in Dauphin Coun.y, Pa. She
was united in marriage to Joseph Gibble Sept,

3, 1871. Six years later they came to thisState,

where they have since lived. Her death was
unexpected, and was a sad shock to her many
relatives and friends. She leaves a husband
and one siiter. Funeral was held in the

Brethren's chutch south of Astoria, after which

the remains were laid to rest in the cemetery

near by. Services were conducted by breth-

ren J, H. Baker and D. Hollinger, from Rev.

7: 17. Mattie Davis,

STERN. — Near Shellsburg, Iowa, Sister

Catherine Stern, aged nearly 61 years. She

leaves a husband, one daughter and two sons.

Funeral by the writer, Wm. Long.

HITNER. — At the home of Bro. Samuel
Rosin, son-in-law of deceased, Sept. 2, 1897,

Bro. Christopher Hitner, aged 86 years and 14

days. Bro. Hitner was for many years a faith-

ful member of the Coventry Brethren church,

and much given to hospitality. His aged wife

survives him. Funeral services by Eld. J. P,

Hetrick and the writer, from Job 5: 26.

F. F. Holsopple.

SWARTZ.—In the North Fork congrega-

tion, Carroll Co., Ind., Aug. 31, 1897, Bro. John

F. Swartz, aged 81 years, 1 month and 29 days.

He united with the Brethren church early in

life, lived a consistent member to a ripe old

age, and died in the triumphs of a living

faith. He leaves a wife, two sons and two

daughters, Funeral services conducted by

Eld. Isaac Billheimer, from 2 Tim. 4-. 7- The
: laid t old . :tery

at Pyrmont. John Deal.

IHRIG. — In the Spring Branch church,

Benton Co., Mo., Aug. 23 1897, of malaria,

Carl V., son of Brother Joel and Sister Atsy

Ihrig, aged 9 years, 6 montbs and 24 days.

B. E. Bresheaks.

MAXCY.—In the Glen Rock congregation,

Nemaha Co,, Nebr., Bro, Levi Maxcy, agtd 84

years, 4 months and 27 days, Deceased was

born in Franklin County, Va., April 3, 1813.

He was the father of ten children, one of

whom preceded him to the spirit world. He
was a member of the Brethren church about

eleven years. In bis death his wife lost a

faithful companion, the children a kind father,

and the church a, devoted worker. Funeral

by the writer, from Heb. 4: 9, assisted

by Mr, J. Calvert, of the M. E. church.

D. S. Rvan.

BRUMBACK.—In the Nettle Creek church,

Hagerstown, Ind., Aug. 6, 1897, Sister Susan

Brumback, aged 81 years, 1 month and 1 day,

Deceased was born in Pennsylvania, July J,

1816, At the age of eighteen she was mar-

ried to Wil'Sam Brumback, at Martinsburg,

Pa. To this union were born eleven children,

seven of whom are living. She was a con-

sistent and devoted member of the German
Baptist church for more than fifty years. Fu-

neral services were conducted by Eld. Lewis

W. Teeter, from I Tim. 4: 8.

Ida E. Teeter.

TEETER—At Roaring Spring, Pa., July g,

1897, John S. Teeter aged 22 years, n months

and 22 days. Services conducted by Bro.

Brice Sell and others.

PHIPPS— In the bounds of the Lick Creek

congregation, Clay Co , Ind., Sept. 2, 1897, Sis-

ter Catherine Phipps, aged 62 years, 5 mouths

and 15 days. Funeral services were conduct-

ed by Bro. J. C. Mitchel. Doha Mitchel.

STEVER.— At his residence in Fairfield,

Iowa, Sept. 2, 1897, Bro. Philip Stever, aged

67 years, 2 months and 10 days. Funeral

mproved by Eld. Abram Wolf.

JAMES GlOTFELTV,
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Bed River Valley, Devils Lake, and

Turtle Mountain Regions
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Great Northern Railway

In Norlhern Minnesota and North Dakota, in-

cluding Mayville, Crary, Devils Lake,

Grand Harbor, Churchs Ferry,

Leeds, Cando, Bisbee, Rol-

)a, and intermediate

points at

One Fare for the

Round Trip

plus?2.oo; tickets good for 21 days from date

of sale, and good for return any time within

limit. This will enable parties to visit the

original Brethren settlements in North Dakota

just as harvest begins.
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This little work, by Eld. H. B. Brumbaugh,
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s treated, in a concise and comprehensive

Contents: Declaration of Faith; The Sab-

bath; Loyalty to the Civil Government; Non-
ance; Anointing the Sick; On Taking the

Oath; Temperance; Conformity to the World;
Church Government; The Church Visit; Church
Officers; How to Conduct Church Meetings;

Rules for Members in Case of Offenses; Sun-
Schools; The Prayer Meeting; The Mar-

riage Relation; Burial Service; Family Wor-
ship; Parliamentary Rulings.

Pricb.—Single copy, post-paid, 15 cents;
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^EDITORIAL * MISCELLANY -*>

On this page, in our issue of Aug. 21, mention

was made of the Enchanted Mesa, a lone rock, sev-

eral hundred feet high, and containing about sixteen

acres on the top, rising up out of a plain in New
Mexico. It was there stated that Prof. Libby, and

others, had succeeded in reaching the top of the

Mesa, had explored it, and found no traces of it ev-

er having been inhabited, though old Indian tradi-

tions state that, in the remote past, the ancestors of

a race of people, who once lived in this country, re-

sided upon the top of this huge rock, and here fi-

nally perished. Not satisfied with the results oi

Prof. Libby's visit to the top of the Mesa, Mr, F.

W. Hodge, of the Smithsonian Institute, Wash-

ington, decided to make a further and more thor-

ough investigation. With the assistance of a guide,

and by means of an extension ladder and ropes,

climbing from one point to another, Mr. Hodge
and his party succeeded in reaching the top, where

considerable time was spent. Here they discov-

ered fragments of ancient pottery, and other relics,

showing that the place was, at one time, inhabited

by a people, whose only history is briefly preserved

in old Indian legends. The top of the rock was

carefully surveyed, a number of photographs were

taken, and considerable broken pottery, a number
of arrow-heads, and a few stone axes were collect-

ed. By measurement it was also ascertained that

the highest point above the plain is 431 instead of

700 feet, as was before supposed. It is thus seen

that the old Indian is correct in saying that a peo-
|

Pie one time lived on the Up of the Mesa,

Prof. Andree left Spitzbergen July u, in his

great balloon, hoping to pass over the North Pole
and return in safety to civilization. By means of

carrier pigeons news was received from him the

third day out, when he was well, and still going
towards the Pole Since then nothing was heard of

him until Sept. 14, when the inhabitants of a Siber-

ian village, in Arctic Russia, report that they saw a

balloon, and viewed it for fully five minutes. By
not a few this is believed to be Andree's balloon,

and if so it has probably landed in some part of

Asia ere this. At first it was thought that the bal-

loon would not float more than about 27 days, but
some scientific men have lately reached the conclu-

sion that it ought to keep in the air fully 75 day.-.

We have no way of knowing that the report from
Arctic Siberia is correct, but it is creating a good
deal of interest, If the object seen was Andree's
balloon we ought to hear from it inside of a few

At last the treaty of peace between Greece and
Turkey has been signed, and the Turkish army will

soon leave that part of the territory now left to

Greece. Turkey gets an indemnity of $17,600000,

and some territory for her trouble, while Greece is

much humiliated and has her already heavy debt

now greatly increased. It was a victory all around

for Turkey, not only in the defeat of the armies of

Greece but in her dealings with the powers. The
Sultan of Turkey is not as ignorant as some would
like to make it appear. He is both cunning and ob-

stinate, and proved a match for the best diplomatist

of the Powers at Constantinople, and succeeded in

getting nearly everything his own way. Well, the

unfortunate affair has been brought to an end and
everybody is glad of it; only one regrets to see the

Greeks subdued and humiliated by the cruel Mo-
hammedans, It is hoped that Greece has learned

enough by this time to keep out of war, and, if pos-

sible, live in peace with all nations. This is the sec-

ond time that she has been thus defeated, and it

ought to serve as a lesson never to be forgotten.

A remarkable convention was recently held in

Basle, Switzerland, composed of about 200 promi-

nent Jews who came together from various parts of

the world to consider the propriety and feasibility

of founding a Jewish state in Palestine. It was

there stated that the Sultan of Turkey would con-

sider favorably a proposition, for a fixed sum of

money, to permit the Jews, under suitable leaders,

to take charge of the promised land and resettle it

with Jews. The convention received the report

with enthusiasm, and appointed a central commit-

tee of twenty-three persons, with headquarters in

Vienna, who are to raise fifty million dollars to de-

fray the expenses of the enterprise. If the consent

of the Sultan to the project is obtained, it is pro-

posed to survey the whole land of Palestine, lay out

sites for cities, build bridges and make roads where

they may be most needed, and open up the country

to the Jews. The news seems to be almost too good

to be true, but should nothing interfere with the un-

dertaking we may look for a great rush of the Jews

to the Holy Land. The Jews have the money and

the ability to make the country prosperous, and

with the help of railroads and other conveniences,

and the good will of the Sultan, they ought to make

living in every part of Palestine pleasant, profitable

and reasonably safe. We hope to see the under-

taking fully carried out on the line proposed by the

convention. It may be that this is to be the begin-

ning of the teturn of the Jews to their promised

land,

Twenty one hundred miles southwest of San
Francisco are the Hawaiian Islands, a group of

eight islands, having a total area of 6,740 square
miles, or about 1,000 square miles less than the

State of Massachusetts, and a population of about

10, ,oco, of which one-third are natives, one-fourth

Japanese, and only one-seventh Americans and
Europeans. These islands are sometimes called the
" Heart of the Pacific," and by some travelers they
are designated as the " Paradise of the Pacific." It

would seem that nature has done nearly everything

possible to make them the most delightful region

of earth. Mercury is said to range from $4 to 89,

and the balmy sea breezes may be enjoyed nearly

every day in the year. In such products as are

common to the tropical climate the resources of the

islands are said to be wonderful, especially in sugar.

There is now before the United States Senate a

treaty, which, if ratified at the next session of Con-

gress, which meets in December, will make Hawaii

a territory of the United States, to be governed by
such laws as Congress may deem proper for the

good of the islands. This treaty was recently con-

sidered by the Government of Hawaii, and ratified,

and it only now remains to be acted upon by our

own Congress and President. There is hardly any
doubt but that our government will agree to the an-

nexation of Hawaii, and then, should any of our peo-

ple have occasion to cross the Pacific, Ihey can feel

that there is a half-way stopping place, in one of

the most genial climes known to nature, and yet a

part of our own territory. After this annexation

we wonder who will be the first missionary among
the Brethren to preach the Gospel in the " Paradise

of the Pacific."

The recent alliance entered into between Russia

and France is not news to most of our readers, but

the event is significant in its way. From what can

be learned it appf ara that, during the recent visit of

the President of France to the Czar of Russia, an

agreement was perfected in which both govern-

ments are to stand by each other in maintaining the

peace in the East, and it is further held that in the

event of war the one may depend upon the influ-

ence and even the help of the other. At this time

Russia is coming to the front. Her population num-
bers almost 130,000,000, her territory is immense and
her resources wonderful. It is her ambition to be-

come the leading empire of earth, and dictate much
that relates to other governments The tendering of

her alliance will be to strengthen her claims among
the nations. On the other hand, France does not

like Germany, she wants the territory she lost in the

war restored, and the Frenchman looks upon the al-

liance as helpful to the interest of France, should

she get into further trouble with Germany. But

England is in Russia's way. She is in the lead in

wealth and military strength, and Russia must move
cautiously so long as this is the case. Each power

is strengthening its army, and seemingly getting

ready for some terrible conflict. Should such an

unfortunate occurrence ever take place it will likely

involve all Europe. But to us it seems hardly like-

ly that such a general war will occur. To encour-

age it would be the height of foolishness. Besides

the popular sentiment against war is growing

stronger every year, while the commercial interest

of the nations is such that leading powers hardly

dare enter into a conflict. It is to be hoped that

the folly of war may be realized soon enough to

avert all conflicts, and let alliances be for the fos-

tering of peace. This, of course, will not appear un-

til the preparations for war shall be abandoned, and

nations cease to learn the ait of war,



-ESSAYS-

Because I bold it siufal to despond,

Aod will not let the bitterness of life

Blind me with burning tears, but look beyond

Its tumult and its strife;

Because I lift my bead above the mist,

Where tbe sun shines and the broad breezes blow,

By every ray and every raindrop kissed

That God's love doth bestow—

Because I keep them back?

Why should I hug life's ills with cold reserve,

To curse myself and those who love me? Nayl

A thousand times more good than I deserve

God gives me every day.

And in each one of these rebellious tears

Kept biavely back he makes a rainhow shine;

Grateful I take his slightest gift, no tears

Nor any doubts are mine.

Dark skies must clear, and when the cli

One golden day redeems a weary yec
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that that is just the actual fact. If you see a man
laboring to lift a huge stone you may be justified in

the expression of an opinion on his lack of strength,

for all the conditions are under his clothes and you

are familiar with them. But if you see him labor-

ing at some moral question, some lack of harvest,

you don't know a thing about it, for all the con-

ditions are out of sight and beyond your under-

standing. Wherefore, my brother, be more chari-

table in the future.

Lewiiburg, Union Co., Pa.

Patient 1 lis

Will

Then v

. ih.n t last

ndbis fchei

c me not with chiding. Let me b

1 must be glad and grateful to the end.

grudge you not your cold and darkness—

The powers of light befriend.

THE SOWER.

BV HOWARD MILLER.

The Sower went forth to sow by the wayside.

Some of the seed that he cast abroad struck good

soil and did well. Some of it found a lodgment

where the conditions were not so favorable, still it

did fairly well, considering its surroundings. Other

seed fell on the rock, and thin soil, and produced

nothing.

Now, who is responsible tor the thin soil? Who
is to blame that the individual is so constituted that

the results of all effort at his betterment terminate

in comparative failure? The "know-it-all" people

say that it is the fault of the individual himself.

They are sure of it. But when one ha« seen much
and learned something of human limitations and en-

vironment, he becomes less sweeping in his condem-

nation, less quick in his judgment, and the more he

learns the slower and more careful he becomes.

About the fact is, that, ordinarily, no man can tell

anything concerning another's receptiveness and

situation, morally considered. As you sit in a Pull-

man car, while the train is at the station, and look-

ing out see a woman in rags and generally unkempt,

the quick judge is apt to condemn the whole situa-

tion. But if it were known that the woman has a

drunken husband, a couple of sick children, and

others to support, the wonder is that she is as well

as she is, The crop is a very good one considering

the surroundings, and if the matter of environment

were changed, the returns might be a great deal less

if you were in her place. You stand at the wharf

and see a ragged ship with torn and disfigured sails,

and you compare it with the pleasure yacht riding

on the swell, while at anchor, and you are very apt

to draw unfavorable conclusions. But the facts

that you know nothing about may be that the yacht

has not been outside of the harbor, while the other

has been around the world and at the North Pole.

If you had been in command the whole business

would have been at the bottom of the sea.

It is identically the case with your judgment of

the individual. He may not measure up to your
stanc'atd, but if the situations were reversed you
might not come near his attainment, small and all, as

it may seem. No man has any right to judge any-

thing that hie fellow man does without a full knowl-

edge of all the facts, and if he has not these he has no
business with the expression of an opinion. If it is

said that under these conditions no man would be

in a condition to judge his fellow man, tbe reply is

AN APPEAL.

BY SADIB BRALLIER NOFFSINGER.

I am not a preacher nor yet the wife of one;

hence I feel at liberty to hold up this class for a

little while before the vision of the public.

That their faults may be inspected? Such is not

the object of this paper, though I do not affirm that

they have arrived at that degree of perfection

where sin is impossible. Such need no sympathy
from any human source; for they have a'ready

passed over to that country where there is no n

toil nor hunger, neither crying nor pain: "for God
hath wiped all tears from their eyes."

It is a well-known fact that we have more than

two thousand ministers in our Brotherhood.

Whether or not so generally known, the fact re-

mains that most of these support their families by

the sweat of their brow, and some there are who
are in very limited circumstances. The purpose of

this appeal is, to ascertain the cause of this and
prescribe a remedy for the same.

In the outstart we must not lose sight of the con-

sideration that the church has elected them to their

office, and therefore they are not ministers by
their own decree. Perhaps they had planned out

an altogether different life-work. It may be that

some of the sunshine faded from their future, so

bright with go'den possibilities, that day when the

church declared: "We have need of you," Who
knows but a pang smote their hearts and caused

them to sink, like lead, when they remembered that

their wife and children must also be offered at this

altar of sacrifice. Witness, ye army of chosen ones,

id testify to the laity, that if they covet your po-

sition, they know not what they do.

When we receive a servant into our family, we
turally expect him to defer to our judgment, to

)rk for our advantage, and, in all respects, to be

faithful in the duty to which he has been called.

minister is a servant of the church, conse-

quently his first duty is to her. This duty he is ex-

pected to faithfully discharge, which is also natural,

e now arrive at the very prosaic consideration

that the preacher is a human being, whose family

d food to eat, and clothes to wear and a house to

: in, the same as we. There are five or six chil-

n in the family, who need an education, as well

mr own loved ones. To acquire these, money
must be had. The question is, "Where shall it

me from?"

Not through the father, surely, to any great ex-

tent, for, at his installation, was he not charged to

be faithful to the church,—to live for her, to sacri-

fice for her, to give his best work for her and evade
no duty to which she called him? His wife was also

onished to, in all ways, assist her husband in

his spiritual avocation, and, by her patient work of

devotion and self-sacrifice, to set a shining light be-

fore the world. This is all veiy good; and the

preacher, or the wife of a preacher, who lacks in

these essentials, surely fails in the true requisites of

heaven-appointed ministry. But the wherefore of

their financial prospects still confronts us as much

ow, if the preacher be a conscientious man, and
gives his b*.st work to the church, as he has vowed,
there will not be much time left for any other occu-

pation, and the outlook for supporting his family

will not be very encouraging, for it is not second-

class work that is in demand, Yet, what better can

he hope for, if his brain and time must be employed
io planning and tolling for the church? We would
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not think of starving a servant of our household
We would even consider it to our personal advan!
tage that he be fed and clothed respectably. Well
here is this man, toiling for us in a far more lai [

portant capacity. He does not want to go in t

debt, which would hurt hi: nflue nimster

of the Gospel. He does not want his family to suf.

fer for the necessaries of life, which would hurt his

influence as a professor of Christianity. His wife

too, will be deemed unfitted for her station, unless

she visit the sick, minister to the needy, be given to

hospitality, etc. With matters at this pass, the

preacher must either rely on the church for help

or not only his wife, but his children as well, will

receive some decidedly practical lessi

sacrifice; and it will be little less than a miiacle
if

the whole family does not finally sink into the

slough of despond.

A salaried ministry is not embodied in this

peal; and there are logical and sufficient reasons

why it should not exist. Mr. Spurgeon once dealt

a blow to this Gospel traffic in a manner which

might do credit to many preachers. He was offered

an enormous salary if he would come over to the

States and preach for a specified period. He was

to answer by cablegram. The reply was simply this:

"Acts 8: 20." Struck with wonder, the committee

procured a Bible and found the answer decidedly

significant. It reads as follows: "But Peter said

unto h ; m, Thy money perish with thee, because

thou hast thought that the gift of God may be pur-

chased with money."

God's only Son did not die that any man thereby

should gain riches in this world's goods, but that all

men might gain "a house not made with hands,

eternal in the heavens."

But the temporal house is needed nevertheless;

and for this reason Paul asks: "If we have sown

unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing if we

reap your carnal things? " I fear that too many of

us muzzle the ox which treads out our corn, utterly

forgetful of the fact that "the laborer is worthy of

his hire."

Brethren, these things ought not so to be. \

should help our poor ministers bear their burdei

and that, too, in a way which will not make I hem

feel that they are objects of charity. They .

worthy; and we are only paying our honest debts

when we leave an order at the grocery for a sack of

flour and a few bushels of potatoes, to be left at the

parsonage yonder. It is a wonder our hearts do

not smite us as we daily witness the sacrifices of

these faithful, patient, uncomplaining ones! When

we once awaken to our duty along this line, soma

homes we know of will be made happier, and no

more forever, in all our great Fraternity, will the

wife of a consecrated minister have to deny herself

the luxury of writing a letter, because she lacks a

postage stamp and has not the money wherewith to

purchase it.

There is one thing more we owe our ministers,

whose worth is above mere money value. It is un-

feigned sympathy, which has its outlet in kindly,

cheerful, helpful words. All our ministers need it.

Let us give it to them while they live!

Joknstown
t
Pa.

NOTES AND JOTTINQS.

BY I. J. ROSENBERGER.

The dress and matter of the Gospel Messenger

seems to be very satisfactory to its general readers,

as I meet with them in my work.

"Church Government," by Bro. C. M. Yearout,

in No. 33, is well worth careful reading. He shows

the propriety of our church government in a clear

light. We have elders, ministers and deacons, who

have much need of that information.

"Conducting Council-meeting?," by Bro. H. C
Early, in No. 34, well deserves a place in the Gos

pel Messenger. Well-digested plans in the execu-

tion of our church work, are worthy of more atten-

tion than it now receives.

Thb Trend of the Pulpit,—It is well knowni

that the Presbyterian church, of late years, has had



Oct. 2, 1S97.
"

a number of their leading clergy up at their general

assembly, on charge of heresy. Among the most
prominent of these was Dr. Briggs, President of

Lane Seminary, New York City. His trial

long and a heated one, in the General Assembly,
which met in Philadelphia, I believe, in 1891. The
final vote for his suspension was with a large ma-

jority. The institution, however, refuses to recog

nize that action of the Assembly. The action is

awaiting to be executed. The impression is, that

the Doctor, with his adherents, will be voted out of

their Assembly. He claims that Moses did

write all the Pentateuch; and that parts of it <

compiled from doubtful sources, which, of coi

would not be inspired. As to the Psalms, w

David pens God's imprecations against the wicked,

they are David's own words and not God's; hence

not inspired. The book of Job, the doctor claimed

was but a myth, and not a real piece of history.

The Union Seminary annually sent out a large

class of young ministers, who daily sat under Di

Briggs' teaching. The skeptical condition of their

minds on the inspired and supernatural character of

the Scriptures can be safely imagined. Oh what
be the result of the seed that they may sow in turn?

Doctor Briggs is a man of great mental power
and influence, and he has had a number of follow-

ers; one of his most prominent proselytes, is Prof.

Henry P. Smith, who occupies a chair of influence

in Lane Seminary, Walnut Hill, Cincinnati, who
was suspended in 1892, on charge of heresy. The
trustees again hesitated to fecognize the action of

the Assembly.

To all appearances the General Assembly was

fully justified in charging those men with heresy,

But is it any more a deed of heresy to reject the

letter in the Old Testament, than to reject the lette

in the New Testament? Is it not a sin of the sam.

magnitude to reject the literalized teaching of John
13, as it is to reject the literalized of Job?

Dr. Lyman Abbott, successor to Henry Ward
Beecher, at Plymouth church, Brooklyn, some time
ago, in defense of this higher criticism, took up the

circumstance of Jonah's adventure, and ridiculed

the literal of different portions of the Bible. His
large congregation would at times burst into loud

laughter. Different prominent ministers, however,
at once publicly and personally denounced Doctor
Abbott's course, The Congregational Association,

of which he is a member, passed the following reso-

lution against the Doctor's course: "We declare

our emphatic dissent from such handling of tlie

Scriptures, and sincerely deplore the probable re-

sults of such teaching." The story of Joseph and
Daniel, the creation with its chronology, can all be
easily accounted for upon the basis of God's super-

natural power with the inspiration of the Scriptures.

It should be remembered, that " faith is the evi-

dence of things not seen."

" The Higher Criticism."—The statements and
events of the Bible, not accepted because they do
not seem to harmonize with modern science, such
as philosophy, geology, astronomy, etc., is called

"the higher criticism." There are efforts to set

aside the commandments of the New Testament by
spiritualizing them. 1 am led to call this the

lower criticism. It takes a well-developed mind to

withstand the truth on the plane of " the higher

criticism," but scores of very ordinary developed

minds are waging war against the truth, on the line

of this lower criticism, spiritualizing baptism, feet-

washing, etc, They are doing so to their own ruin,

and the ruin of their adherents, That the com-
mands of Jesus have a spiritual import, is evident,

but to get the spiritual we must take the letter.

The two are joined, interwoven.

The past history of God's people clearly shows
that when they become surrounded with so much
evil in their associations, in their commercial and
marriage relations, that, little by little, step by step,

they are led to indulge in the grossest of sins. Is

not the purity of the church in great danger to-day?

Myriads are steadily being caught in the whirlpool
of pleasure-seeking and worldly fashion, The plain,

clear Gospel doctrine of the prayer-covering, of 1

Cor, ii, is set aside. Instead of that sign, that

THB GOSPEL ZMnESSZETfcTGrrEilR,.
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1 power on her head because of the angels," there i

i sign of worldly folly.

Covirglon, Ohio.

THE DEVIL.-HIS ORIGIN, WORK AND END.

BY A. HUTCHISON.

In Three Parts—Part Two His Work.

He began his work with mother Eve in Eden
His method then was to admit part of the truth, and
ignore other parts of it, and making a success of this

system, at that time, he still employs the same
method yet. He will not say that all of God's
Word is useless, but he is careful to have us ignore
some of that part which involves the salvation of
the soul. He say«, like Korah and company, "Ye
take too much upon yon," 1, e , "you don't need to
be so precise," etc., and he has plenty of faithful

adherents.

"f you call their attention to mistakes along that

1 plainly see it, they

if it

is from

correct

line, in such a way that they c

will at once admit it, but say

some one else has done, or is doing,—just

would excuse their wrong, because some •

had done wrong.

The enemy will work many ways to keep
correcting our mistakes, because, if we
them, that is the end of them, and his case is lost.

The apostle says, " For we dare not make ourselves
of the number, or compare ourselves with some that
commend themselves: but they measuring them-
selves by themselves, and comparing themselves
among themselves, are not wise." 2 Cor. 10: 12.

Then it will not do for us to think that we are

right or wrong, simply because some one else is

that way. 1 Cor. 10: 12 says, "Wherefore let him
that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall."

The enemy will try to have us think we are safe, if

we are on dangerous ground. He will even try to

discourage us, if we are really in touch with Jesus.

We need to say to him, " Get behind me, Satan."

Jer 2: 13 says, " For my people have committed
two evils; they have forsaken me, the fountain of

living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken
cisterns, that can hold no water." Here the enemy
would have us believe that we have no use for the

element of water. This only makes true what is

found in Jer. 7: 8, which says, "Behold, ye trust in

lying words, that can not profit," Strange as it

may seem, yet it is true, as we read in the fifth

chapter of the same book, "A wonderful and hor-

rible thing is committed in the land; the prophets

prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule by their

means; and my people love to have it so: and what
will ye do in the end thereof?

"

We see here, at least, one reason why the proph-

ets will prophesy falsely. It Is, because the people

love to have it that way. Surely, there must be an
evil spirit at work in the land, and among the peo-

ple. The apostle says, " Many false prophets arc

gone out into the world." 1 John 4: 1. As the Lord
says, "I have not sent these prophets, yet they ran:

I have not spoken to them, yet they prophesied."

Jer. 23: 21. Here we have it clearly stated, that

there were those who ran, and prophesied who were

not sent of the Lord. Then, referring to 2 Pet. 2: 1,

2, we see the similarity then and now, Peter says,

" But there were false prophets also among the peo-

ple, even as there shall be false teachers among
you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies,

even denying the Lord that bought them, and

bring upon themselves swift destruction. And
many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason

f whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of."

Thus we see the work of the enemy. While the

serpent, or devil, never was an angel of light in

heaven, yet he has his ministers under the guise of

the true ministers of Christ. See 2 Cor. 11: 13-15.

" For such are false apostles, deceitful workers,

transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ,

and no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed

Into an angel of light, Therefore it is no great

thing if his ministers also be transformed as the

ministers of righteousness," These are only a few
|

of the many Scriptures which might be cited, to I

represent the work of the evil one, and it certainly
is clear to every one that we ought to see to it, that
he does not gain an advantage over us. Our only
place of perfect safety, is to keep near to Jesus.

In 1 John 5: 18, we read, " But he that is begotten
of God keepeth himself, and that wicked one
toucheth him not," Here alone is safety from the
enemy.

McPherson, Kans.

MISSION WORK-SEED WORK OF THE CHURCH.

BY J. S. FLORY,

OuR",first lesson in the new quarter of the current
year has in it some important features. Paul, and
his associate ministers, had mapped out a course to

pursue, but the guiding spirit of God somewhat
frustrated their own plans, thus again proving that
" man proposes, but God disposes." Paul, though
a manol good judgment and strong convictions,

did not, for a moment, question the propriety of

making the change, and go into Macedonia instead
of Asia. Paul and his companions might have rea-

soned, with propriety, that the great commission
gave them liberty to go into "all the world" to

preach the Gospel. It was a master stroke of wis-

dom to sail with a "straight course," in obedience
to the directions of God. How many shipwrecks
would be averted, and troubles escaped, if we, at all

times, would straightway obey God in the dictates

of his Holy Spirit.

Going out to a women's prayer-meeting on the
Sabbath day, they put in good time talking to the
women. It was not like we have seen some minis-
ters do,—spending their time seeing the sights or
gathering " pebbles on the seashore." Being a col-

ony settlement, possibly some of the citizens had
learned something about " the Christ," and were
open to conviction. It is possible there was fallow

ground ready to receive the seed, otherwise the
Id not have been so apparent. Those
ventured to sow the seed, and the re-

sult was, as it proved, real seed work of the church;
for prosperity followed.

It can not be otherwise, where God calls men or

women to work in the mission field. He will see the
seed shall grow and a wave of prosperity roll over
the benighted regions.

A noted woman opened her heart to the truth, or,

rather, the Lord opened it, and, as an evidence of

genuine Gospel work, she attended unto the things

which Paul preached. That her conversion was
thorough, we have the best of evidences. Regard-
less of what the consequences might be to reputa-

tion or business, she was baptized, as well as all

other adults of her household. It was a conviction

after God's own heart, and in harmony with the

liberal characteristics of the Christian religion.

She was at once possessed with an open heart, an
open mind, an open hand, an open mouth, and an
open house. How many professed conversions,

when weighed in these five-pointed balances, will

indicate something wanting, and because of that

something wanting, missionary work, in many pla-

ces, is greatly retarded!

Some may sow, others may water, others culti-

vate, and yet others guide the tender plants to up-
ward straightness. All can have a hand in the

glorious work. They that can help, and will not,

will lose much, but they that can do, even if it be
but a little, and do it cheerfully, shall add weight

and glory to their crown,

Lot Argelett Col.

THEIR ASHES LAID TO REST.

BY G. N, FALKENSTEIN.

This day (Sept. 17th) we finally laid to rest, in

ir cemetery, the mortal remains of Mr. Jacob Z.

avis and his wife. It will be remembered that

our new meeetinghouse is their gift to the congre-

gation,

Mrs, Davis, however, died in San Francisco,

Cal., helore arrangements for the building were
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completed. Mr. Davis paid the full amount, in-

tended to cover the cost of the building, and about

two months after the death of his wife, came to

Philadelphia, and a few days later died suddenly

here, while the building was scarcely well begun.

The ground was broken Sept. 29. 1S96, and he

died Oct. 28, not having seen the beginning of the

work that may mean so much in the future work of

the Germantown church. The cornerstone was

laid Nov. 8, and the building finally dedicated May
16, 189;. On the 27th of the same month the first

love feast and Communion service' were held,

—the largest meeting, no doubt, in the history of

the church. There were more people than we

could accommodate in both buildings.

It was the expressed wish of Mr. Davis that his

remains should repose in the grave of his mother,

in whose memory the gift was made.

In accordance with his known wishes, there was

no attempt at display or show of any kind. This

afternoon, at 4 o'clock, a few of the immediate

friends and relatives, with a few members, gathered

in the new meetinghouse, which their gift has

reared, for simple services. The services consisted

of Scripture reading, a short address, prayer, and a

brief setvice at the grave. Then we gently laid the

remains away in the grave of his mother, and thus

finding a resting place in our midst, their names

will ever be associated with the noble deed which,

from i's importance and far reaching results, was

probably the greatest of thei' lives, representing, as

it does, his devotion to his mother, and their own

united sympathies in the work,—for in her last ill-

ness it was the constant wish of Mrs. Davis, that

she might see the finished building.

There were present at the services Mr. and Mrs.

Alexander Boyd, from San Francisco, Cal. Mr.

Boyd was the life-long business partner of Mr. Da
vis; and his wife was a sister to Mrs. Davis.

Jacob '/.. Davis was the fifth generation from Bro

Alexander Mack, Sr., at the removal of whose re-

mains to our cemetery we held short services three

years ago.

6611 Germantown Ave., Philad Iphia, Pa.

SELF.

LONGANECKE

Paul says that covetousness is idolatry. In this

sense, self must be the idol. At least it is a very

prominent idol. It has more adherents than all

others combined, It was the first one that ever

was worshiped It will be the last one to fall be-

fore the Christian missionary, or the Gospel. The

worship of self was the origin of Satan.

In Milton's debate, among the evil spirits, Satan

is represented as saying.

:re we may reign se

1 reign is worth amb
Better to reign in bell than s

Moloch is represented as saying,

" His trust was with the eternal to be deem'd
Equal in strength, and rather than be less

Cared not to be at all; with that care lost

"Went all bis fear: of God, or hell, or worse."

How prominent self in both! "Who opposeth

and exalteth himself above all that is called God,

or that is worshiped; so that he as God sitteth in

the temple of God, showing himself that he is God."

2 Thess. 2: 4. " H thou wilt fall down and worship

me," is still what he seeks from all. But self-wor-

ship is not only prominent to Milton's Satan, and

Moloch, but to his Belial, Mammon, Beelzebub,

and all of said company as well. This does not on-

ly appear from Milton's writings, but it is the uni-

versal teaching of the Bible. " For God doth know
that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall

be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good
and evil." Gen. 3: 5 " Y* shall be as gods."

The whole d.ive of Satan at Eve, appears to have

been to induce her to exalt herself above that

which was spoken by God. Self exaltation must

take place belore Eve can fall. Self, in place of

God, is Satan's plan yet. Some evil ±>p.nts are

more prominent in one trend, others excel in anoth-

er trend, but all are the gods of their own idolatry.

Alexander thought to conquer the world, Self

worship was so prominent, that all know that it

is the leading cause of his ruin,

One of the most common and the most subtle of

all the temptations with which Satan assails us, is

the strong desire of being accounted the greatest.

It is the sure way to misery and ruin. And yet,

there is no idol that has more worshipers than

" self." The tenth command assails this worship.

The fundamental principles of the Christian reli-

gion assail this monster idol. No soul can be res-

cued till self is dethroned. " Whosoever will come
after me, let him deny himself, and take up his

croif, and follow me." Mark 8: 34- A man's self

is to him the sole cause of the most of his miseries.

His self must be denied. To take up a cross and

carry it, meant a crucifixion. When Christ bore

:ross it meant that himself was to be crucified.

So he means when he tells us to take up our cross

d follow him. Self must be crucified before we
II be delivered from idolatry. Paul has it as fol-

ws: " Our old man is crucified with him." Again,

( am crucified with Christ." Again, "They that

e Christ's, have crucified the flesh with the aff^c

tions and lusts." Self must be dethroned before

Christ can be enthroned. We can not serve Christ

long as self reigns. Our wills must be swren-

red to the will of Christ. We can never serve

two masters.

our thirty-nine years of Christian experience,

have found t'iat self is the most prominent

among God's people. What is the prime

e of the many divisions in the Christian church?

Self. We remember how hard the church labored

come nearer to a strict obedience of God's Word
the ordinance of feet washing. The member to

the Standing Committee, from our State District,

who, by the way, was Moderator of Annual Meet-

g, frequently, during said time, was asked, " Did

Annual Meeting grant the change? " He answered,

No, /would not have it." Thank God, the truth

11 prevail. Said change was made by the church,

but said brother left the church,
r

e remember the following, in connection with

lderof a local church: When advised by the

church to be submissive to her order, he replied, " I

have set my stakes, and I will never pull them up."

Self was enthroned, and Christ was dethroned.

nee "self" is so prominent among bishop?,

I we wonder why Paul writes that " a bishop

must not be self-willed?" Some might think us

too personal. The fact that the Bible is so very,

wry personal, makes it so very, very pecious and

nstructive. "He would not" has been the cause of

all downfalls. He became se'f-willed, and then fol-

lowed rebellion. "We will not have this man to

gn over us," is the cry of the monarch,—Self.

Self desires this, that, and the other, hence, finally

covets.

There is, at present, a wonderful controversy be-

tween the poor and the rich, betwren the laborer

and the capitalist, between the servant and the

master. Self is the cause of all this controversy.

We do not pretend to know which class is the mote

given to covetousness,

—

all are affected. Self has

become so prominent, that justice and right are, to

a great extent, set aside.

While the Bible strongly condemns the self

righteous and covetous, we all acquiesce and say,

amen. But when God's Word and Spirit drive the

matter home to our own hearts, and say, "Thou art

the man," we are not so ready to say, " I have

sinned."

Matthew Henry's comments on Adam and Eve's

trial are, '"Sin is a brat that nobody will own."

But, O, how we do love such men as David; not be-

cause they did wrong, but, after having done

wrong, they were not too self-willed to confess their

wrongs. What a wonderful difference between

Saul and Divid! Sau! did wrong. Sam-el re-

proved him. He justified himself. David did

wrong. Nathan reproved him. He confessed his

sin. Why the difference? Self was enthroned in

Saul's heart, but dethroned in David's heart. This is

what makes the difference between God's servants,

or people, and the servants of the devil.

In the light of what has been written, we see the

truthfulness of the following: " If any man come to

me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife,

and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his

own life also, he cannot be my disciple, and who-
soever does not bear his cross, and come after

me, cannot be my disciple. So likewise, whoso-

ever he be of you that forsaketh not a'l that he

hath, he cannot be my disciple." Luke 14: 26, 27,

33
Even among God's people, the great danger ever

was in establishing our own righteousness, in place

of accepting the righteousness of God by faith in

Christ Jesus. Self will ever lead us to thank God
for what we are, for what we are not, for what we
have done, and for what we have not done. Self-

righteousness will ever prevent us from receiving

the righteousness of God. It is with self as it was

with Hugh Idle and Mr. Toil, by Hawthorne. Let

Hugh Idle go where he would, Mr. Toil would ever

come in his way. How necessary, then, the double

imperative of Christ, " Take heed, and bewarel "

THE APOSTLE PAUL.*

" Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every

Christ commanded this to the twelve apostles;

but the apostle Paul was appointed as a special

missionary. Tireless as the sun in his great jour-

ney across the heavens, was Paul in his travels, fol-

lowing the directions of the Holy Ghost to preach

the Gospel.

His persistent efforts were not in vain. Once the

ring-leader of the persecution against the Chris-

tians, the voice of the Lord, saying, " Saul, Saul,

why rersecutest thou me? ' proved the turning-

point of his career. Immediately he became con-

victed, embraced the Christian faith, and was made
a minister of ils doctrine. Whatever he thought to

be right he executed with all his power, for he was

a man of strong and fixed convictions. Thus he

declared the Word of God with a willing and untir-

Paul began his first missionary journey about 46

A. D.
t and traveled through various places,—from

Antioch to a seaport on the Mediterranean, to Cy-

prus, and some few places in Asia Minor. While

journeying and preaching he met with many diffi-

culties known to missionaries. The circumstances

then were quite different from our missionary work

to-day, Paul had no New Testament document, to

which he could constantly refer the curious listener,

to prove the correctness of his teaching. The only

source of written proof was the Old Testament

Scriptures. In our age we have the complete reve-

lation of God's will, and no one need hesitate upon

the doctrine of salvation.

How great must be the condemnation of people

of this age, who will carelessly allow themselves to

be deceived by false teachersl Yet, with many
trials and disappointments, Paul went on teaching

and preaching, telling to the Jews how they reject-

ed and crucified the Messiah spoken of in the Old

Testament, and how the loving Father was waiting

to forgive their sins, if only they would accept it.

He taught the Gentiles of the one true God, the

Living One.

After laboring between three and four years, he

returned to Antioch, and there remained until the

Jerusalem Conference. His second missionary

journey began about 51 A. D., and continued about

three years. In this journey he gained many ad-

vantages from the first one. He had learned the

dispositions of the people, and met with severe per-

secution, yet taught them that "through great

tribulation we enter the kingdom of heaven." This

time the Holy Ghost forbar?e him to preach in

Asia. At first he was unable to u^erstand why

this should be, but soon he received a call tc Mace-

donia. On going there, wi fh his co-lab^ers. th=y

found a woman, named Lvdia, and her household,

ready to accept the Word of God, and enter into

the church. It showed to htm, as it does to us to-

•Read at the children's meeting at Gravelton, Ind,, Augt
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day, that where the Spirit directs, all things work

together for good.

How Paul's heart must have beaten with joy,

when he baptized those first converts in Europel

The Spirit desirr d to work a reformation in Philippi,

and Paul's second step there was the casting out

the evil spirit of a damsel. This caused the arrest

of the apostles, and they were cast in prison as evil-

doers. Yet their strong faith in the Lord contin-

ued still. In the midst of all their afflictions, at

midnight, they rendered to God their evening de-

votion. We all know the result,—how the old

prison was shaken from its foundation, the doors

opened, the jailer convicted, and, instead of evil-

doers, they were accounted as miracle-workers.

If the apostles could sing praises and pray to

God while sitting in that most uncomfortable po-

sition, their feet made fast in the stocks, their sore

and bloody backs, and confined to a dark and dis

mal dungeon, should not we gladly praise him, and

pray to him when we have all of his blessings upon

us and none of Saian's curses?

Prayer is the Christian's weapon It brings God

to our aid, and with his help we can overcome pris-

ons, temptations, or powers

Paul, next, on request of the magistrates, depart-

ed from Philippi, and went to Thessalonica and

Berea. At Thessalonica he told the people posi-

tively, that it was needful for Chr'st to suf

rise again. He referred theoi to the Old Testa-

ment. Some of them were convinced that Paul's

preaching was according to the Scriptures. Still

he met with opposition, for the stubborn class of

Jews rejected his argument. They complained he

did dishonor to Czesar and "turned the world up

side down."

Are there not a class of people lo-day, who are

afraid they will do dishonor to Satan if they accept

God's plan of salvation? Would it not be a good

thing if God's people could turn the world upside

down?
As Paul went on to Berea, he found the people

more ready to hear his doctrine and compare it

with the Scriptures. It appears that persecution

and opposition of men proves to be the best fertil

izer for Gospel plants. It was that which made

Paul the giant of his age.

At Athens Paul did not converse as the great

philosopher*, but every sentence was so simple

that even a child could understand. They seemed

anxious to hear him, and he showed to them that

the God of whom they were ignorant, is the only

God. He tells them that the days of their ignor-

ance are past. It had passed for them and has

parsed for us, the time for repentance has come,

a-»d God has appointed a day to judge all men, so,

if we comply now with God's requirement, when

that day comes we need not cry to the rocks and

hills to hide us from his sight. May we not talk of

God's Word, in simplicity, as Paul did? Even so

simple a means as a song, a kind word, a pleasant

smile, or a grasp of the hand, may arrest some wan-

dering soul in his downward career, for kind deeds

are as bread cast upon the water,—they return not

many days hence.

Paul's simple means of ministry was powerful,

and, while preaching in that " Gentile City," Cor

inth, the Lord told him to "be not afraid, but

speak." So he wants us to he, and while we are

workirg and waiting for him, in an hour when we

think not. he shall descend with a shout,

God never told us the exact time of Jesus' second

coming, It is his intention that we should be ever

ready and waiting, doing all the good we can, and

sacrificing for others' sake. Beautiful and high-

sounding words may come from the tongue, and be

of no benefit, but the kind and loving word that

comes from the heart, is too precious to be

Turning again to Paul, we find how he was op-

posed at Ephesus. We find how he toiled through

life, meeting oppositions and disappointments, joys

and victories, until at last we seem to hear the Sav-

ior say, " Well done, thou good and faithful serv-

ant, enter ihou into the joy of thy Lord."

We, like Paul, have embarked upon the voyage

of life. While on the journey we see many a ship-

wreck, and we are reminded to make an effort to

save some soul. Must we wait until the storm ceas-

es and the waters run smooth again, that our vessel

may glide safely along? Ah, no! if those sufferers

wait till then, it will be too late, and they wilt be

lost We must lide upon the sea when the tem-

pests are at war, and our very lives are threatened.

The billows may laugh at our sorrows and mock us

in our joys, but, looking up, like the good shep-

herds at Bethlehem, we see a star directing us to

Jesus. That star is the Bible, and, unless we follow

it, heaven never is ours, but, with Jesus as our Pilot

and Savior, he will at last whisper to the waves,
" Peace, be still," and our vessel will glide smooth-

ly and safely into the harbor and haven of rest, and

there, with Paul, we will enjoy the blessings God
has promised to all of his children.

Gravelton. ltd.

•^THE + SUNDAY + SCHOOL«-

LESSON LIO.HT-FLASHES.

Paul a Prisoner at Jerusalem.—Acts 22; 17-30.

Lesson for October 10.

Between the last lesson and this one we have

Paul visiting James and others of the elders at Je-

rusalem Their conference together, their decision,

Paul entering the temple, his arrest and defense, in

which we have an account of his conversion,— all

this is vividly protrayed, and the latter part of it

forms a part of this lesson, as an introduction.

The lesson

ing at the (

uld be very incomplete

>es leading up to hi: a

rithout lo

•est and

pm nent.

While laws are made for the lawless, and prison

built to confine them and restrict their powers fc

evil doing th^y are often diverted from their legit

mate purposes, and applied to the innocent, instea

of the guilty. So it was in this case. The people,

in their madness and blindness, resorted to mob
law, which is always on the side of wrong.

After Paul had, in a very concise and brief man-

ner, told the people how he was converted, who hr

was, and how he got to the place where he had giv-

en so much offense, we are told in the twenty-sec-

ond verse, that " they lifted up their voices, and

said: Away with such a fellow from the earth, for it

is not fit that he should live,"

This goes to show what may be done when judg-

ment is taken in the hands by a maddened crowd,

blinded by prejudice, and directed by uneducated

zeal. No wonder that the Psalmist prayed that he

might be protected from the power of ungodly

men, Blind zeal is the most dangerous force in the

world. It is eyeless, earless, and heartless. There

is no room for reason,— ao chance for appeal.

' They cried out, and cast oK their clothes, and

threw dust in the air."

What kind of a chance do you suppose an inno-

cent man would have in such a crowd? Noise, tak-

ing off clothes, and throwing dust in the airl

There is no kind of reasoning, and no appeal that

can meet noise and dust arguments. It was a bad

case, and had not the affair reached the ears of

wiser, heads, the doom of this good man would

have been fixed.

A prison is a very undesirable place, but it proves

a sweet refuge compared with the clutch of mad-

dened men. We could wish that such people were

without representatives today, but not so. Of

them we have, unfortunately, too large a showing.

For the sake of the cause, more than himself, this

man of G'ld was glad to get within the strong pris-

on walls. Good men soon convert most undesira-

ble places into havens of rest,

But right here Paul does something that we

ought to look at and teach, What was it? He

claimed his rights as a Roman citizen, and he tells

those who were sent to scourge him, that he might

confess. " Is it lawful for you to scourge a man that

is a Roman, and uncondemned?" If the law is, in-

deed, ordained of God for the protection of the

good and the punishment of evil doers, shall not

the good avail themselves of that which is so or-

dained? Paul did, and it answered a pood purpose.

It gave him an opportunity to set himself right be-

fore the rulers, and, better still, to him, to preach

Christ. Paul was a prisoner, but not a culprit. He
was uncondemned, because yet untried, and inno-

cent because he had violated no law. Paul, as a

prisoner, was like a rein-checked horse, he chafed

not so much, because of the undesirablencss of the

place, as because he was being held back from the

work that his soul was burning to do

In doing good,— in carrying forward the Lord's

purposes, let us go forward as fast and as far as the

law will let us, and if sinners stand in our way to

hinder, let us show them that we are American citi-

zens, that we are law-abiding, and that while we are

in lawful pursuits for ourselves and the Master,

they must stand back,

Paul would have been quite wilting to have been

scourged, had he been a violator of the law or-

dained by God,—and so should we. But in the car-

rying out of God's purposes, he appeals to the

powers for preservation and help. Do you know
Christians seldom suffer under the law? Seldom,

indeed, because they never violate it as long as it

is possible not to do so. But they are often made

to suffer outside of the law,—by the lawless and

godless. Such were the persecutors of Paul, and

such have been, largely, the persecutors of the

Christians down through the ages. It is true, when

ungodly men make laws, the laws are like the men

who make them, and under such laws Christians

must expect to suffer, because, with the children of

God, man made laws must be obeyed only so far as

they do not seem in conflict with God's law.

Then the chief captain came, and said unto him:

" Tell me, art thou a Roman?" He said, "Yea."

No evading his identity here. The truth was in-

tensified by te'ling him that he was a first-class Ro-

man,— '' free born." I wish we were all free-born

Christians. Too many of us are bondage born,

—

half bloods,— kind of Samaritans, or, "on the-

fence" Christians, always being tossed to and fro

by the winds that blow. Had Paul been of that

kind, he minht have escaped the Jerusalem prison,

but not the entrapping of Satan, h. b. b

SERMON OUTLINE.

SAVfiU BY THE LIFE OF CHRIST.

BY j. S. l"ORY,

:iled t

ialion by the death of Christ

Text: " For if when wc were enemies we were

God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we

shall be saved by his life."-Rom 5; 10.

iNTKOnucTiON.—Having faith, wc are justified by the blood

of Christ, and shall be saved from the wrath of God. Rom. 5:

I. Common Errors.

1. That the atonement alone saves.

2. That reconciliation is salvation.

3. That free gra<

II. Biblk TnjTHS.-Reconcitiatio

makes the atonement effcciivc.

1. In abolishing death, t Tim. I; 10

2. In taking away the " flaming sword." Gen. 3: 24.

3. In absolving from Adamic sin. 1 Cor 15: 22.

4. In placing man 011 salvable ground. 2 Cor. $; 19.

5. In opeuing up a way for tbe forgiveness of all penitent

sinners. Heb. 10: 20,

III. Christ's Life Makes it Possible —

I To become an adopted child. Gal, 4: 5.

2. To be "born again." 1 Pet. 1: 23.

3. To develop a new life 2 Pet. 3: '8

4. To be eternally saved by grace through faith which in-

cites to obedience as a prime factor in salvation. Eph.

2: 5, 8; Heb. 5^9-

5. To become a recipient of Christ's righteousness and

tbe gift of eternal life. 1 Cor. 1: 30; Rom. 6: 23,

IV. Winning Forces.

1. The power of God back of, and in, all Gospel law.

, A living Christ in a regenerate soul. Rom. 8; 10; Col.

3, The Holy Spirit enthroned within as the sanctifierp

moling divine holiness. 1 Cor. 6: 11.

For Prayer Me/ling Outline see page 637.
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FORWARD.

'Tis weary watching wave by wai

And yet the tide heaves onward

We climb like corals, grave by gr;

Yet pave a path that's sunward,

We are beaten back in many a fr;

But newer strength we borrow;

And where the vanguard camps t(

Tbe rear shall rest I

Gerald Massey,

It is gratifying to be able to announce that the

Circle is able to take another step to encourage the

reading of missionary literature. One hundred

copies of the little book, " Do Not Say," have been

purchased to give away. Send a two-cent stamp to

our Secretary, Miss Edith R. Newcomer, Waynes-

boro, Pa., and you shall receive a copy. This offer

is not open to those who already have a copy of

this book, unless they wish to give it to some friend.

It is not supposed that any one will get this book

free and then sell it. Of course no one will try to

make merchandise of other people's charities.

It is especially desired to get this book into the

hands of our ministers and missionary solicitors.

If you are neither, and want a copy of the book to

read yourself, please try to get one or more minis-

ters or solicitors to read it after you have finished it.

You can order it mailed direct to any friend you de-

sire. Do not order it mailed to yourself unless you
want to read it or hand to some one else who will.

If you want something just to fill up your library

shelves or to serve as a toy for the children, get

something else that will serve the purpose better

and is less valuable.

These books have been purchased at the sole ex-

pense of the Circle and it is hoped that the greatest

good will come from the outlay. Not only the

books, but the wo:k of receiving your correspond-

ence, wrapping, addressing and mailing the books,

is gratis. All we ask is the two-cent stamp required

to carry it to you or your friend and then the effort

on your part, to get the most good out of the book,

after it is ordered.

Only one hundred of these books for free distri-

bution have been ordered, so send in your order

Persons wishing to donate to a fund, to be used
exclusively for the purchase and free distribution of

" Do Not Say," may send their gifts to Sister New-
comer and ail such money will be used accordingly.

If the demand and encouragement justify, more
books will be ordered and sent out.

I write these notes from ILitchfield, III., as I

sit in a hotel office, awaiting4a!railway train. Other
duties require so much of my time that I must
snatch the moments for reading »n*i writing as I

travel and as I

tie at a time, "

last book of the

now reading,

of the Book,"

Which I get from the introduction to this book,

written by J. H. Vincent, I want to notice here.

He says, "There is nothing in the Bible which is

beneath our careful scrutiny, and the more thor-

oughly and exhaustively its different elements are

investigated, the greater joy to him, who, with pure,

devout, spiritual insight, is able afterwards to read

the innermost things of the Word."
This sounds somewhat like one of our favorite

doctrines that there are no non-essentials in the Bi-

ble. Nothing in the Bible is beneath our notice.

All of us at all times have not acted consistent with

this idea. I am glad we are doing so more and

more every year. I am glad that in our Sunday

schools and Sunday school normals and Bible

schools we are' giving due attention to the geogra-

raphy and topography of Bible lands, the history,

religions and customs of the people who lived in

Bible times.

Of course there is a sense in which it is less im-

portant to know the height of Mount Hermon, the

length of the River Jordan or the direction in which

Joshua and his host traveled when they crossed it

into Canaan, than some other things of which the

Bible tells us; but though perhaps less important,

they are yet so important that they should not be

neglected.

If familiarity with ancient customs will help us to

understand many Bible allusions and if to under-

stand the chronological relation of Bible events and

the geographical relation of Bible places will make
the Bible incidents, of which we read, stand out

; vivid and real to us, then let us try to know
all these things. Thus, with persistent and prayer-

ful study of every phase of Bible truth, we may be

able finally, " with pure, devout, spiritual insight,

to read the innermost things of the Word."

Fruitda/e, Ala.

SOWING TIME.

The wise man says: " For every thing under heav-

there is a time and a season." So our Father has

de it, and so it is. There is a time to sow, a time

to wait, a time to reap and a time to eat and enjoy,

are made to think of this, because now is the

on for the farming world to do a large part of

sowing, and they do it in hope of the reaping

its is a world of production and consumption.

That we may have to consume, we must produce,

t is the law of nature, and it applies to our physi-

cal, moral and intellectual lives as well.

For sowing there is a time and season, and if we
expect a reaping, we must observe the time of sow-

ng-

Our physical lives are generally marked off into

three periods: youth, manhood and old age. And
lese are dependent, one on the other, we want

to lo~k a little at the beginning or opening of life,

—

the time for sowing, the time of boyhood and girl-

hood.

The lives of the American boys and girls make
i interesting study, and especially should be inter-

esting to the boys and girls themselves, because of

their being the interested parties. Though the

sowing time is the most important period in life, it

is the one most usually neglected, and unimproved.

This is because it is the season of faith and hope,

instead of that of realization. If reaping would fol-

low directly on the heels of the sowing, things, with

many, would be very different from what they now
are. There is too much walking by sight and not

enough by faith. If our young people could see

their reaping while sowing, much of the sowing
would never be done.

And yet, it is not necessarily hidden. The natur-

al and spiritual laws do not change or play pranks.

Like causes always have and always will produce
like effects. There is nothing truer and surer in

life, Jf this is so, young friends, and you know it

Oct 2, 1S07.

is, should you not be very careful about the kind of

sowing you do?

As we look about us, we see so many young lives

that seem to be aimless. There is no object or pur-

pose before them. They form the class, and it is a

large one, too, who are sowing to the wind. The
reaping of this kind of sowing is to be the whirl-

wind, which means disappointment and destruction.

Is this what you want—what you expect? It is

not, and yet such it must be,—will be,—cannot be

anything else.

Some of you are looking forward to a good,

pleasant and useful manhood and womanhood.
This is right. So your friends, your parents and
your God want you to be, and we hope that not

one of you shall be disappointed. B'»t do you know
that such lives do not grow up as Jonah's gourd?

If you expect it,—want it, you must make it. You
must do the kind of sowing that will produce the

things you want.

If, when you enter your manhood and woman-
hood, you want to reap wild oats, disappointment

and bitterness, now is the time to sow the seed for

it. Are you doing it? Is this the kind of seed you
are now sowing? If it is, then look for the harvest

in kind. Dd not blame God, your parents or any

one else for it. It is a fair bargain because you
made it yourself,—and with your eyes open.

Many of you have good, Christian homes. Gold-

en opportunities are set before you. The field of

life is opened wide before you. What will you do

about it? Will you go in and sow the good seed, or

will you strike off to the street corners,—to the

lounging places,—the saloons and fields of sin,

—

there to sow in chewing and smoking, punctuated

with vile conversation, cursing and swearing?

Young man, look out. Your field is a bad one, your

seed is bad, and a bad crop you will have to reap,

We have seen so much of this kind of sowing and

reaping that our heart is made sick at the thought.

It is so sad,—so terribly sad,—that we feel impelled

to give this timely warning. Stop and think before

you act. There are hundreds of our young to day
that are sowing life seeds that will soon, too soon,

grow into a harvest of bitterness and moral and
spiritual death. O could we make our young peo-

ple hear the wailing cries of these reapers, we feel

that many might be rescued from the mad sowing,

But the fields are golden and gilt-edged. In them
flows the intoxicating draught, that deve'ops the

passions, drowns and lulls to sleep the convictions

of right, only to be awakened above the falls that

drop the unsuspecting victim into its bosom of de-

struction.

This kind of sowing is not confined to the homes
of tha poor and indigent, but is alarmingly preva-

lent among the so called best families of our towns

and in the country. Just where the blame should

be located, we do not care to discuss. Perhaps

there is too much looseness in home government,

too much spending money, too many privileges in

fast horses, and too few home attractions. But,

come as they may, the tendencies to waywardness,

living without well-defined purposes and the sowing

of wild oats, is by far too prevalent, and greatly en-

dangering the future welfare of our young men and
women. The best of all friends says: " Son, daugh-

ter, give me thine heart in the days of thy youth."

It is usually in bad taste, and often something

worse, to compliment, while preaching, some im-

portant personage, as Mayor or Governor, who hap-

pens to be present. It is said, in preaching before

the Queen of England, "no personal reference to

Her Majesty is permissible, a pure Gospel discourse

being the rule, delivered as though she was not

present. Many have tried to evade these rules,

The Oieen likes and enjoys a plain, practical dis-

se, selected from the lessons or Gospel of the

day. Questions of the day, and, above all, politics,

must be entirely excluded. A celebrated clergy-

broke this rule one Sunday and preached a

strong political sermon; but it was his last oppor-

tunity—the royal pulpits have neither of them been

filled, by him again."
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Quit playing at mlssionsl Let each one

work as though to-day alone was ours in which

the work is to be done, and not act as though

ive had all eternity to preach the Gospel to

;buse who have it not, and they had all eternity

;o wait (or us to bring it to them.

MISSIONARIES.

Yes, let us put into the mission field

who have Paul-like simplicity and understand

how to preach the Gospel. Those who do not

have a good understanding of the Gospel plan

of salvation will find a difficult task in reaching

the minds of many people.

It is stated that the missionaries who mingle

with the people in Bible Lands have to learn

something in spite of their boasted civilization.

Not only has sprinkling created such a scandal

thut they were compelled to have a baptistry

made, but also the feeling and necessity of a

weaver's loom, or its equivalent, to cut off oc-

casion from those natives who look on the

missionaries as having an easy time at the ex-

pense of the churches at home. Yet, we find

that these natives, on being informed of simply

a support, are moved at the sacrifice made. I

would to God that our missionaries could do

not only almost but altogether like Paul, who
used such means that he was enabled to reach

the minds of a people, that could have been

approached in no otherway.*

oglv.

BULSAR NOTES.

—By permission of the Board we are prepar-

ing to open an Orphanage. We have not done
much in that direction yet, however.

—Yesterday a young girl walked eight miles

to our house to buy some cheap rice. I asked
how much she wanted. She held up in her

hand 3 pice (1% cts.) and said she had only

this, but must buy rice, dahl, and salt with it.

1 took her money as if to keep it, and give her

rice for it all. Her words seemed true. I gave
her money back to her, gave her some medi-

cine, and rice free. Oh, how thankful she

—To-day a group, from 300 miles north

came. They were hungry and poor indeed,

We cave each enough rice for two days. They
went out quietly, as they came in, but presently

we heard the words, " Jai.jai, Saheb Ka jai,"

They were standing in a group about the gate

and all saying in chorus, " Praise, praise, praise

to the Saheb." They were off before we got a

chance to tell them not to praise us, but tc

Praise the Lord.

—Mrs. Lukey has come from Bombay tu

"clp Sister Ryan in the distribution and sales

ss, at Daman. Mr. Naou
Kellow , h-l|,'.iu> tBuis
—In spite of all, the Mohammedans are 1

'g !' Soon aU« we began selling at reduced.

s several Mohammedans began to bribe

poor children to come here and get what rice

they could for them, so that they could thus

ure a quantity to sell again. We soon dis-

ered the trick. New schemes develop ev-

once in a while, on the pan of the Moham-
medans to cheat us.

—We aim to sell only till noon. Then we
have a little time for other work,—and rest.

Yesterday six women came about four miles

together, each to buy three cents worth of rice.

We told them to forgive us, but our rule was to

sell only in the forenoon here. In Kosamba,
two miles away, we also sell every other day.

When the women left here they went to Ko-
samba. When they reached there we had sold

out our daily supply. They came back here

to the house again, told us all about it, and,

—

—That sounds rather hard, but let all our
brethren remember, that if we want to live to-

morrow and have something to give when to-

morrow comes, we have to have and abide by

—For instance, one woman came pleading

absolute poverty. We told her she could buy
at a very low price from us,—less than whole-

sale cost,—but we were not here to give free to

all to-day. She insisted. So did we. She
cried a little. We told her our story over again.

She presently asked us if we had change for a

rupee, and produced her coin. It took about

all the change we had,

—But not all have a rupee wrapped in the

corner of their saree. Many have nothing, nc

even two yards of cloth about their whole pei

son. We give with open hand in the name c

the Lord to all such.

—The rains have been more copious thi

week, yet the rainfall, all over the country, 1

less than the average.

— I spent three days among the fisherme

this week. Many confess themselves as soo

ready to become Christians. Bro. Pestonjee

went with me, and while we went with opi

purpose to sell cheap rice to the poor among
them, we kept our eyes open to preach the

Gospel among them.

—In the evening of the first day a numberof

men gathered together to have a general talk.

We then preached the Word. We sang easy

hymns They sang with us. We prayed.

They prayed after us. We stopped at 9:30 P.

M. to eat some supper. They sat by to see us

eat. We preached on, and until after 12

o'clock we gave forth the Word. They often

asked questions and manifested a great inter-

—Next day I found it necessary to remain

longer, so I sent Bro. Pestonjee home to look

after our school and say I would come next

day. Then a guroo came. He was a Brahmin

guroo, and entered house after house, did some

little ceremony there, and then said "Give me
money." If they had no money they must give

of their rice, however small their supply may

be".

—No one dare refuse the demands, however

impertinent, of their guroo. Some gave him a

day's wages, some gave two days, and some

gave less,

—The third day I came home with my pants

rolled up to my knees, for I waded water and

mud, and crossed fields nearly the whole way,

so that when I got home I was a little tired and

hungry.

—On Sunday morning, at 7, we gathered at

the house of our good friend and neighbor,

Mr. LaPersonrie. It was for a short service,

preparatory to carrying his little son, James, to

his last resting place. James was 8 years and

;8 days old. Ten days before he was taker, ill

with diphtheria. On Saturday afternoon his

spirit took its flight. Our little company

walked to the little cemetery and there depos-

ited the little body.

— On several days of last week we told the

people that on Sunday we would not sell, and

unless in extreme cases we would not be open

to give away. But, we asked all who wished

to come and we would have meeting. About

150 came. We were surprised and glad. We
had preaching and singing and praying for ov-

er an hour. The people sang freely and re-

peated in unison the prayer after us. And

then, when we prayed the Lord's Prayer, about

twenty prayed out loud in unison with us.

Then, when it was all over, we said, "Now
you must not be disappointed when you get no

rice to-day." They said, "No, Saheb.no, we

did not expect rice, to-day. We. came »nly to

worship God."

Ave- /?.

» C100D IMPRESSION MADE.

Aug. S I began a series of meetings six miles

1st of Dryden, in a settlement where the Gen-
eral Baptists are the ruling element, with a

few Christians (Campbcllites) and some Mis-

ary This of 1

points for preaching, and, until last spring, our

people were entirely unknown to them.

Soon after my coming to Arkansas I began
preaching for them once a month, which led to

the series just held with them. The weather

being very unfavorable, the forepart of the

meeting was very poorly attended, but as the

weather cleared up, the attendance was better.

The meeting continued ten days and closed

with favorable impressions, and increasing in-

terest. Many remarks of approval were made
during our stay with them, such as: " He
preaches it just as it reads in the Book."
One of the General Baptists said: "You jusl

make things a little plainer to us than has ever

been done in this country, and we arc fully

convinced that you are just a little nearer right

than we are, but there arc two things we do not

exactly see into, or understand, and that is this

trine immersion and close Communion, but as

to the baptism, if it is not the nearest right, it

certainly cannot be wrong, because it is accept-

ed by all other churches, and even by our-

Then I tried to show him that he was right

in his conclusions on baptism, and -.hat trine

immersion is certainly right, and that free 01

open Communion exists only in name, and

that, in fact, there is really no open Commun-
ion, in the sense it is usually accepted, and that

our Communion is held by us as being open
and free to all who comply with Bible condi-

tions, and, until all other churches who hold to

so-called open Communion, do actually com-
mune together, — Methodists, Campbcllites,

General Baptists, etc.,—and by so doing mani-

fest more of the brotherly feeling towards each

other than they do towards us "close Com-
munionists," we would feel perfectly easy in

the matter.

He said, " The Bible says, * Let a man e

ine himself, and so let him eat.'
"

"Very well," said I, "but suppose the

does not examine himself and is known I

guilty of some gross sin, then what? Besides,"

said I, " if a person who has been sprinkled in

infancy should come to your Communion,
suppose a Mormon or Unitarian should do
wouldn't you ask them to withdraw?"

"Well, yes, 1 guess we would."

"Well," said I, "that is close Communio
So it is, and open communion exists only in

name. Why cling so tenaciously to a thing

that, in foci, has no existence?

One old grandfather, a Campbellite

marked to my wife, " You are the kind of folks

I like. You are so plain and do not wear hats;

that's what I like." We told him none of oui

sisters wear hats and that we are a plain peo-

pie as regards the adornment of our bodies.

We enjoyed our stay with this people very

much and tried to "expound the way of the

Lord unto them more perfectly."

My general health is good, but I havi

done any preaching or writing for ten days,

on account of sore eyes. There has been
:

improvement, however, and I shall re:

work again in a few days.

Just one question to horneseckcrs: Why not

come south and locate where it is warm and

healthful, and soil cheap and productive? In-

quirers will please address me, with stamp, at

Dryden, Ark. __

REPORT OF MISSION WORK IN THE
DISTRICT OF TEXAS FROM ALIO.

7, 1896, TO AUG. I, 1897.

Bro. J. F. Neher was, for some time, sta-

tioned in Fort Worth. He distributed a con-

siderable number of tracts, in the city as well

as in the country, and as he had several mis-

sion points in the country that were more

promising than the city, he abandoned the lat-

ter, and is now located at Saginaw, eight miles

north of Ft. Worth. The District Board as-

sisted him to secure a home, and thereby avoid

paying rent. He spent 165 days in the mission

work and preached 105 sermons. He baptized

nine, held two council-meetings and one love-

Eld. A. Molshee has charge of two churches

thaj ivihom a resided minister, and, astdi

from his work in the home congregation, spent

ys, preached 31 sermons, held 8 councils,

3 love feasts and baptized 3.

Eld. Joseph Click spent 40 days in evangel-

;ic work, preaching 38 sermons besides some
other work.

Bro. A. C. Daggett spent 26 days under the

direction of the Board and preached 25 ser-

Eld. K. G. Tennison spent 7 days, preached

The whole amount of work done is as fol-

lows: Sermons preached, 20S; councils held,

love feasts, 6; baptised, 13; time spent, 289

The work, in some places, has been encour-
nng, while at others not so good, and while

there has not been as much accomplished as

: would like to see, in numbers being bap-
ed, yet we think that the showing is not bad,

considering the circumstances under which we
have been laboring.

The most of Bro. Ncher's work has been
where the Brethren were very little known,
and we feel to press the work with renewed
zeal, and ask the members to come to our as-

sistance. We need more consecrated workers,

as well as much more means. In fact, we need
more consecration of ourselves and what we
possess, all along the line. To that end let us

labor and pray.

By order of District Board,

A.J. Wink, Treas,

THE BRETHREN'S MISSION, CHICAOO.

BRETHREN'S MISSION, BROOKLYN.

Lewlstown K. S., Iiy H. A.P|ianogk',
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Bro, L. H Eby is now engaged in an interesting

series of meetings at Mexico, Ind. He is preparing

to move to Barstow, Ward Co., Tex , and hopes to

be in his new home by the middle of November.

A number of others will probably go with him.it be-

ing expected that a colony will be formed and lo-

cated. The country is very highly spoken of, and

we trust that our Brethren will find it all they ex-

pect, and succeed in building up a strong, working

church, in that part oi the Great Southwest.

Oct.
1 8oy

,

r^~Am<nymous communication! will not be published.

t please do not subjuc

vvltMM.it is addressed. II you do not Eet yciit p:ip L
-

13-When changio? your address, please Rive your

Mount MorrlB, III., Oct.

Hereafter Bro. T. T. Myers, of Philadelphia,

should be addressed at 2414, N. Seventeenth Street.

A short series of meetings in the Baugo church,

Ind., resulted in six accessions by confession and

baptism.

Bro. Geo S. Rairigk recently closed a series of

meetings in the Sam's Creek church, Md,, with five

series of meetings, re

at Jennings Gap, Va.

e reported as the result of z

ily held in the new church

Bro. Frank Haas recently closed a series

meetings in the Conestoga church, Pa., with mm
applicants for membership.

The District Meeting for Oklahoma and Indiai

Territory will be held in the Paradise Prairit

church, Okla , Oct. 7 and 8.

During the last five weeks sixteen have been

added to the Irvin Creek church, Wis ,—fourteen

by baptism and two reclaimed.

A series of meetings in the Blue Creek church,

Ohio, closed Sept ig, with six accessions by con-

fession and baptism. One was restored to fellow-

ship.

We are just now in receipt of the Minutes of the

District Meeting of Tex^s, held in Cook County,

Tex , Aug. 6, We notice that Bro. A. Molsbee is to

represent the District on the Standing Committee.

There is to be a public discussion between Bro.

Ouincy Leckrone, upon the part of the Brethren,

and Eld, Thomas Martin, upon the part of the

Disciples, at Mt. Perry, Ohio, commencing Oct 12,

and to last three days. The leading points of

difference between us and the Disciples are the top-

ics for discussion.

We had the pleasure of attending the feast at

Milledgeville, last Saturday. The number present

was not as large as on some former occasions, but

the meeting was a real enjoyable one. The spiritual

part was the most prominent feature. An unusual

number of ministers was in attendance, and aided

in the services to the edification of the audience.

Bro J. S. Flory officiated. At the close of the Sun-

day school exercise, the next morning, Bro. J. S
Snively gave a very interesting and instructive talk to

the little folks. A large audience assembled for the

forenoon service, and listened to the preached Word
with marked interest. Bro, Flory preached at the

evening service.

Bro. David Kimmel, a minister of fine intellect,

living in Kansas, passed away the first week in Sep-

tember. It was our good fortune to have enjoyed his

acquaintance more than thirty years ago. He pos-

sessed the most remarkable memory we ever knew.

He could repeat page after page from the best of

books, and it is said that i* would take him an en-

tire day to recite the fine prose selections he had

committed to memory. There were few subjects on

which he did not possess more or less information.

A fuither notice of his death will appear in the

Messenger shortly.

The calls for our Index Premium Bible are larger

than we anticipated, and it will be a week or more

before we can fill all the orders now on hand. In

the meantime rush in the orders. We shall soon be

in shape to fill the orders the same day they are re-

ceived. This is one of the finest Bibles ever offered

as a premium with a paper. This Bible, and the

Messenger to the end of 1898, including the Alma-

nac, will be sent for 83.50. The book alone has

been selling for S5.50 See the supplement we sent

out two weeks ago. We are filling all orders for

the other Bibles promptly.

Bro. O. H. Yeremian, a young minister from

Smyrna, Asia Minor, reached this place last Mon-

day evening. It is his purpose to spend some time

in the school here, so as to become better ac-

quainted with the Brethren, and more familiar with

their faith and practice. By birth he is an Ar-

menian, united with the Brethren in Smyrna under

Bro. Fercken's preaching, and was elected to the

ministry last May. Not long since he did some
preaching in Philadelphia, one of the "Seven

Churches of Asia," and baptized two Armenians.

He speaks the Greek, Turkish, Armenian, French

and English languages, and we trust that his sojourn

with us will prove helpful in preparing him for

special work among his own people.

SELF-EXAAHNATION SERVICES.

The self examination services, common among
our people, just prior to the love feast exercises,

might be made more instructive, as well as more

edifying, than they are, in some instances at least.

It is certain, however, that they should not be so

conducted as to prove a hindrance to the spiritual

condition that ought to prevail on such occasions.

Not a few of our readers have attended services

when this was the case, caused by injudicious speak-

ers, who devoted the hour to discussing questions

that related wholly to the examining of one another

instead of each one examining himself. Speakers

will, now and then, discuss the covering question

with rare zeal, in the presence of members who are

wholly in line in this respect. We have known oth-

ers to give their whole attention to discussing the

dress, or similar questions. These are proper ques-

tions, but it seems to us that the time set apart for

the self-examination services ought not to be taken

up with subjects of that character. At least the

whole of the time should not be spent in that man-

It would be better to give thes

spiritual and an impressive turn, for if there is ever a

service that should be highly spiritual and impress-

ive, it is the one just on the threshold of the love

feast. If there should be anything out of order,

the visit and the council-meeting, prior to the feast,

are supposed to have adjusted all such matters, and

for that reason the hour, set apart to prepare the

heart and soul for the Communion service, should

not in any manner be given over to another and a

different purpose. Let this hour be a most sacred

one. It is the time when each member is supposed

to enter into the inner court, and commune with

Jesus, but how can they fully enter this court un-

less the ministers, who at the time minister at the

altar, lead the wayl It is not a time for giving at-

tention to lines of thought that pertain wholly t

external duties or external services. We believe

that some improvement along this line would prove

very edifying and helpful to all of the members,

and especially to the mote spiritually minded.

We further suggest that the preaching on these

occasions be sufficiently varied from time to time,

to avoid the saying of the same thing over and over,

so often, year after year. The tendency of this

repetition is to cause people to lose interest in the

subject, and this may be one reason for the self.

examination services, in some places, not being as

largely attended as they should be. Whatever is said

should be with a view of preparing the mind and

soul for the solemn and impressive services of the

evening, and when this is done, as it should be, we

feel sure that it will be appreciated, and good re-

sults will follow. j. H. M.

DISTRICT AND MINISTERIAL MEET1NOS OF

MIDDLE IOWA.

Sept. 22 to 24 we had the pleasure of attending a

love feast, and the District Conference and Minis-

terial Meeting of Middle Iowa, held in the Des

Moines Valley church, fifteen miles northwest of

the State capital, To say that the meetings passed

off pleasantly, would but mildly express the senti-

ment of all who had the pleasure of being present.

It was a season of refreshing for God's people, and

one source of rejoicing was, that at the close it was

announced that four were to be added to the church

by Christian baptism.

Bro. John Zuck presided over the District Meet-

ing. The work was largely of a character local to

the District, and we were pleased to note that the

mission work was an important feature of the meet-

ing. A committee was appointed to draft a plan

by which, it is hoped, more efficient work may be

done. The District is carrying on two important

city missions, Cedar Rapids and Des Moines.

Eight hundred dollars was asked for by the Mission

Board to carry on the work. It was decided to pur-

chase a tent for general use in the District. The

question, how to raise the money, was settled on

the spot by a subscription of about gzoo, This was

more than was asked for, but the Iowa brethren are

in earnest in their efforts to advance the cause of

Christ. No queries were sent to Annual Meeting,—

an example to be commended to the favorable con-

sideration of all the State Districts. The Annual

Meeting for 1898 will have work enough if not a

single query is sent in. Bro. Geo. A. Shamberger

will represent the District on the Standing Commit-

tee.

The Ministerial Meeting, with Bro. D. E. Bru-

baker as Moderator, was voted by all as a success.

Bro. S. M. Goughnour. the elder of the Des Moines

Valley church, in a very feeling and touching ad-

dress bade the members and friends welcome, and

expressed a deep desire that the meeting might be

blessed of God to the lasting good of the church,

and to all who were present. These remarks were

met with a hearty response, and at the very start an

excellent seeling pervaded the meeting.

And it was a good meeting, helpful alike to min-

ister and layman; for all received a portion in due

season. Interesting and profitable suggestions were

given as to how ministers may rid themselves of

objectionable habits and mannerisms. The plain-

practical talks given were timely and helpf" 1.
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Those ministers

lest much by th

the District who were not present

absence. It is a real toss to a

minister to miss a meeting of this kind.

" How to Present the Truths of the Gospel," and

i' Why Am I Member of the Church? " also brought

out many helpful thoughts and suggestions. The

reasons given for holding church membership

covered a wide range, from the personal and experi-

mental, to the deeper and more profound reasons,

based upon a careful and exhaustive study of the

claims of the church, compared with the Gospel.

The meetings were largely attended; the breth-

ren having erected a temporary tabernacle for the

accommodation of all who came, and at night the

large building was filled. The Brethren of the Des

Moines Valley church are to be congratulated upon

having managed the meeting so well, The meeting

will hold a place in the memory of all who attended,

on account of the presence of the Lord with his

people. D - L
'
"•

WHAT WE SEE.

We know of no more interesting study thi

different ways in which people look at things, and

the different things which are seen in our looking.

If we could all see alike, we would think alike, and

if we would think alike, then we would act alike.

Since this can not be, we ought to be able to see

how very necessary it is that we exercise charity

one towards another, and help each other to think

aright.

But it is one thing to see and look at these differ-

ences, and quite another to seek for their origin.

In doing the latter we get gain in two ways. First,

we are thus enabled to exercise charity towards

those who differ from us. Second, we are the better

prepared to help those, who think wrongly, to think

aright.

One thing we must always keep in mind before

we pass judgment on others,—that men and women

live out their thoughts, and to get people to live

diSerently, we must first teach them to think differ-

ently. To do this, we must be able to follow up the

line of life that leads to a certain line of thought.

In most cases this is a very gradual process, and

grows, step by step, as naturally as physical life

grows in stature, and what it takes years to build,

can not be changed radically in a day. As we see

as we think, we think differently, because we have

been raised to think differently.

We were forcibly reminded of this fact, the other

day, while driving along a beautiful field of corn.

We say " beautiful," because we can not conceive of

anything more beautiful, than a field of full-grown

corn, with its long, golden ears encased in its husk,

now fading from green to straw, kissed by the glints

of an afternoon autumnal sun.

As we passed along, the owner of the field was

sitting on the fence, and what do you suppose he

saw? What would you see? He saw fat hogs. As

in a dream he heard the clip of the cutter, and as

handful after handful was set, the shock was

formed. Later on, he saw the large, golden ears

stripped of their husk, thrown on a pile and from

there into the wagon bed. This he followed in

mind, to the crib, and from there to the pen, where

the fattening swine are rolling in luxury, and, day

by day, growing in stature and weight, which means

dollars and cents, as a reward for part of the sum-

mer's labor, as well as added supplies to the family

larder.

Another looks at the same or a similar field, and

has dreams of herds of cattle, and sees the great

steers in his stalls, growing and growing as the

winter days come. He laughs when springtime

comes, because, says he, twenty per cent has been

added to my stock in trade.

Another, in his dreams, sees the smoke and steam

of stills, as they float upward, and he smacks his lip:

TH11 QOSHE1L MESSEnsrO-jfllH,.

at the fumes of the flowing liquors, as gallon after

gallon comes forth to daze the brain, rob and mark

its victims, turn the wife's joys to tears, her wed-

ding garments to tattered rags, curse her life, and

give an inheritance of children born in sin, to live

in shame.

Another looks, and has dreams of a pleasant

home, of happy children, and of plenty. He rever-

ently thanks God, the Beneficent Giver, for abun-

dant blessings received.

Another looks, and dreams of building churches,

Old Folks' Homes, endowing schools, sending mis-

sionaries, and helping to make the world better by

righteously disbursing that over which he has been

made steward.

So we might go on, placing hundreds of others

on the fence of the corn-field, all looking, produc-

ing different dreams, and seeing different things.

Again we ask, Why the difference? The answer

must be as before. They see as they think, Go

back in the lives of all, and you have the same

story. It is not so much the things which they

look at, as what is seen through them. They make

out of the thing they see before them the thing

which is desired in the beyond. A man, whose

heart is fixed on stock-raising, will look through a

corn field and see stock, because of the relation that

jne has to the other. The merchant looks at

corn-field and says: "Good crops gives the

farmer money. The farmer that has the

patron'zes the merchant, and that means business

" The man whose heart is fixed on the ex

tension of the Kingdom of God and the salvation of

souls, looks on the field of corn and says: "That

means money to the farmer, and the farmer that has

money, can give to the church."

The same may be said of every other product

that represents value, All have in them the possi-

bilities for good or evil, just as those who produce

and get such products think and see. If our thinking

has been carefully trained, we will do right seeing,

and by placing these together, we will have right

OUR PREMIUM BIBLE.

Our patrons

for terms on

ferent from those given

out week before last,

terms are set forth as

ill please not write us

ir Premium Bible, dif-

1 the Supplement, sent

1 that Supplement the

rarly as it was possible

to do so, and we cannot deviate from them in

the least. Do not ask us to send another Bible

as a premium, or the Bible without the paper,

or substitute some other book. We can do just

what is promised in the Supplement, and it is

useless to spend time writing us about doing

something else. The Bible we offer is made by

the thousand, for the one special purpose as a

premium with the Messenger. It is a first class

book, and at the price quoted, would be consid-

ered cheap without the Messenger, but as we

get the very best of terms on them, we purpose

to give every reader of the paper the full bene-

fit of these terms. Probably no better chance

was ever offered to procure a first-class Bible.

Remember, that if the book is not satisfac-

tory it can be returned, and the money will be

refunded, But do not ask us to send it on

credit, for the understanding at this office is,

that not one book, to agents or any one else, is

to go out of this office until the money for the

same has been received. We say again, Do not

ask us to change our terms, for we cannot do it,

but comply with the conditions named by us,

and you will get a Bible that ought to please

any one. We will send the Messenger, includ-

ing the Almanac, to the end of 1898, and the

Bible for 82.75. If the leather lined,

send 25 cents extra, or 83.00. If the

is wanted, send S3. 50. We send

A great need in Christian teaching is to help our

people to do right thinking. If we go to a good

brother and ask him for a donation to the church,

mission work, our " Homes," or our schools, he will

tell you, " I do not see it in this way." He sees it in

some other way. He wants to build another house,

buy another farm, enlarge his merchandising, etc.

He has been thinking along these lines, and so he

You ask another brother, and he, too, does not

see it in this way. He has children, and every cent

he can make must go to giving them a good start in

the world. So he sees, and so he starts his chil-

They get started and do as father did,—start

r children. As a result, it takes everything to

start the children, and the Lord is left out. He

gets nothing. "Will a man rob God? " He will,

unless his thoughts are changed, because so he has

been taught to see. You always expect a man to

see along the line of his thinking. " As a man think-

eth in his heart so is he."

As ministers and teachers, how do we see and

teach? Have we been laboring to get our people

to think and see in the right way? After all, we

are largely responsible for the practical thinking of

those whom we teach.

Not long since we heard an elder complain that

his people were so very slow in giving for charitable

purposes, and yet those very people were a very

fair representation of the example and teaching of

their elder. Would it not be well for many of us,

to sit down and examine our own thinking and

teaching? Then let us look around and see how

much of it is reflected in the lives of those whom

we teach? Try it and see how it will work out.

by express. jut order that the

1 wanted,

ndex Bi-

[11 Bibles

may be

nisunderstanding, read carefully terms given

he Supplement. Bear in mind, also, that all

subscribers, — those who are not now tak-

the Messenger,—will receive the paper free,

from the time their subscription reaches this ofj

to the end of the present year,

'he meetinghouse in Fulton County, Pa,, two miles

th of McConnellsburg, will be dedicated Oct. 17,

and followed by a ten days' meeting, to be con-

ducted by brethren J. Kurtz Miller and W. A.

Anthony.

Writing concerning the special issue of the

Messenger, we sent out week be'ore last, Bro. L.

H. Eby, of North Manchester, Ind„ writes: " I

never before saw such an offer and opportunity to

secure a good paper and a Bible. I do hope that

thousands of families, having neither, will secure

both; and especially am I anxious that parents, Sun-

day school teachers and scholars shall soon be seen

carrying a good Bible to the Sunday school, and

using it in and before the class."

According to the decision of the late Annual

Meeting, no elder who served on or with the last

Standing Committee, can serve on the Committee

next year, but all other elders are eligible. Still it

should be the aim of each District Meeting to send

only their strongest men, such as will be able to

wield an influence and represent the best interest

of the District sending them. And while doing this,

the choice should be varied sufficiently to give a

number of elders experience in such work as is in-

trusted to the Standing Committee. To vary the

selections, more or less, will be found beneficial to

the delegates as well as to the Districts, but to rotate

the choice among the elders, irrespective of their

adaptation for this work, can not have a desirable

tendency",
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QUERISTS' DEPARTMENT.

Will you please tell

suits," or" baptizing s

D, E.

s called?-/?,

A " BAPTIZING SUlt
'

of water proof cloth,

Goods of this kind a

s a pair of pantaloons made

-ith rubber boots attached.

: often worn by men who

must work much in the water, as one may be in the

water all day, with a pair of the pantaloons on, and

not get wet, provided he does not get in too deep.

Some of our ministers have found the use of them

quite convenient when baptizing, especially in very

cold weather, and while traveling, for they cannot

always have a change of clothing at command. So

far as appearance is concerned, they look like any

other pantaloons made of coarse goods. Their use

is a matter of expediency, and not a question of

play checker: :spe-

Certainly not, The Lord has no use for a preach

er who makes such an unwise use of his time, anc

sets such an unbecoming example for others to fol

low. The man should make haste to repent of hi:

error, and devote his leisure hours to preparing

himself for preaching the Gospel.

In 2 Thess. 3: 6 we are told to withdraw from those that

walk disorderly. Name some of the thirgs considered disor-

derly —J. B.

By walking disorderly reference is probably not

made so much to gross crimes, as other acts of less

magnitude, wholly unbecoming devout men or

women. Some of them are mentioned in verse II,

Still, the principle set forth may apply to any sin

of which a Christian may be guilty, and will not re-

form.

Is there any special order how the brethren, of the Brethren

church, should shave? Can they suit themselves to having
mustache, shaving smooth or any way?

—

A brother.

The one fixed principle of the church, regarding

the wearing of the beard, is that of plainness, and

avoiding the ever-changing fashions of the world.

Those who seek to carry out this principle, in good
faith, may vary some in the manner of wearing

their beard, but they will not thereby destroy the

true image of the cultured man, as stamped upon
the face by the Creator himself.

Is it right for a poor brother, who has his property burned,

to collect from outsiders money for rebuilding his house, then
keep it, and not use it for the purpose intended?

—

Ml. B.

All questions of this kind should be referred to

well-informed and judicious brethren, who have

some knowledge of the circumstances. Yet this

one thing must always be kept in view,—never do
that which the world itself looks upon as dishonest,

deceptive, or unfair,

Please explain 1 Cor. 7: 36, 37, which reads thus: "But if

any man think thai he behaveth himself uncomely toward his
virgin, if she pa«s the flower of her age, and need
let him do what he will, he sinneth not: let them m
ertheless he that siandeth steadfast in his heart, having no ne-
cessity, but hath power over his own will, and hath so decreed
in his heart that he will keep his virgin, doeth well." A

requu

friend of mine thinks a man h<

daughter, according to the Revis
not want to have anything to do
not believe it means that, but ca

s a right to marry his own
ed Version, and says he docs
with such a religion. I do
not convince him.- Z. M.

This Scripture simply mt ans that a father is at

liberty to give his daughter s in marriage, or not, as

he may see proper. This meaning is brought out
so clearly in the Syriac rendering that there is no
misunderstanding it. It reads thus: "But if any
one thinketh that there is reproach, on account of
his maiden [daughter], because she hath passed
her time, and he hath not presented her to a hus-
band, [and] it be fitting that he present her; let

him do what he desireth, he sinneth not; let her be
married." One who proposes to set aside the
Christian religion, just because he fails to compre-
hend the meaning of a verse or two, at first glance,
has a poor excuse, indeed,^ i, H , „,

~—* HOME * AND FAMILY *~~

01 VIM] AND LIVING.

Give, give, be always giviug;

Who gives not is not living.

The more you give,

The more you Jive.

Give strenglh, give thought, give deeds, give pelf.

Give love, give tears, and give thyself,

Who gives not is not living.

The more we give

The more we live.

hen

' ONLY INSIDE MY OWN DOOR."

tT a little world, yes, what a great world it be-

in time! Is there a place on earth, where
1 have a greater amount of influence than at

Oh, the blessings of a Christian home. It is a

blessed thought, indeed, to think of Christian par-

ents whose lives have been devoted to God and his

service, who have been able, by divine assistance,

to bring up their children in the Lord.
" Only inside my own door,"—that is where hon-

esty is taught, where the children are taught to rev-

erence God, where they are taught to be truthful,

not because man will heboid the untruth and dis-

honesty, but because Corf sees all we do. To teach

a child or family of children to be honest, for fear

of m m, is not honesty. Nay, verily, and God
knows it.

A mother that will teach her children to be hon-
est, for fear of man, or only in man's sight, is not
fit to have the care of children, and, in that respect,

will not do good inside her own door. The person
that is honest in the light, will be honest in dark-
ness. No matter what or where you do any act oJ

your life, with God there is no darkness at all.

"Only inside my own door,"—what a world for

doing good! A dear sister said to me, not long
ago, that she was sorry she could not do more
work that would till. She said, " I am not an able
talker in prayer- meeting, and sometimes reflections

are cast on us, who do not do as well as some think
we should." But, mark you, be carefull That
dear one may have done her work, and done it well.

It seems to me the dear sister or mother that has
had charge of a family of children, andh:
them up to be honest and upright, has dc
noble work.

What is a home where kindness has r

taught? It is not a real heme. Inside some doors
it is hurry and hustle to make money. They have
no time to speak a kind word to a sickly wife or
delicate sister. If father or brother receives a
wound, no one pays any attention, but he is left to

bind it up alone. No one cares. There seems to
be no time to stop for such small things as that.

Is this the way to bring up children? I say, No.
It is right to teach children to take care of them-
selves, but when they need to be treated kindly, and
need the most tender feeling of those of the house-
hold, then nothing else should be offered them.
To bring up children "in the nurture and admo-

nition of the Lord " means more than to dress them
n plain clothing. Teach the sisters to be kind to
their brothers, to bind up their wounds tenderly.
When brother is sick, teach sister to be kind to

,
to gather a nice bouquet for him, or take a

good book and sit down by his side and read to
lim. In this way your daughters will grow up to
>e useful to those around them, and when they go
nto other homes, they will not be thoughtless and
unkind, but will be pleasant to live with.

On the other hand, if the brothers are not taught
to be kind to mothers and sisters, and grow up in
that way, how will they treat those kind wives who
leave their pleasant homes? If hurry and bustle is

the order at that home, to the neglect of all else,

oh how their hearts will ache for mother's love and
father's prayers!

Not long ago I received a letter from a dear sis-

ter and mother, who feels that she has not done

i brought

e a most

been

very much. She says like this: " I often wonder
what the Master will do with me. I have not done
anything, excepting work inside my own door."
Oh, dear sisters, take courage; if you have

brought up your children in the nurture of the
Lord, you have taught them to be kind, for he said,
" Be ye kind, tender-hearted toward each other."
Perhaps some one says, "That means in the
church." Please remember that the church has its

origin in the home, and if we are kind at home, we
will be so in the church.

Stop a moment, and think how far this home-
training reaches! If kindness is taught in your
home, it will follow your children into other homes.
They will teach it to their children, and it will be
like the influence of Mother Eunice and Grand-
mother Lois, of Timothy,—reach out into genera-
tions yet to come.
Then, how about the work just inside your own

door? Truly, dear mothers, God has blessed your
efforts in the past, and will continue to bless them
in the future; so take courage, and rejoice in God,

ffutchi*,

ne will have many stars.

, Kans.

CORRESPONDENCE *~<

From Sturgeon Bay, Wis.

Brethren D. E. Price and Simon E Yundt, of
Mt. Morris, 111

,
came to us, by order of the Home

Mission Board of Northern Illinois and Wisconsin,
in order to organize into a congregation the sixteen
members living on the Peninsula The organiza-
tion was effected Sept 4. Having already one dea-
con (the writer), the church also decided to hold
an election for another deacon. The lot fell on
Bro. Ely Miller, who was duly installed.

The Brethren preached five times, and gave a
talk to the children after Sunday school. On Mon-
day, Sept. 6, Bro. D. E. Price went to Stanley, Wis.
Bro. Yundt stayed and gave us two more meetings.
An invitation was given, and four came forward
and were baptized on Wednesday, af'er which Bro.
Yundt also left us to meet the Brethren at Stanley.
We extend an invitation to the brethren to return
to us sometime in the future, and give us more
meetings. We think their time was too short, es-

pecially so, since the interest increased each meet-
ing. A number of the friends gathered at the wa-
terside by the bay, to witness the baptismal scene,
It was impressive to all, and the hearts of the mem-
bers were filled with joy. The church chose for
their elder, Bro H. C. Baker, of Pepin Co., Wis.
Our church will be known as the Greenwood
church. Door Co,, Wis. H. J. Cripe.

Sift. 10.

From Lost Nation, Iowa.

By order of the Mission Board of Middle Iowa,
wife and I went to Lost Nation Aug. 26, where we
began a series of meetings in the evening, and con-
tinued till Sept. 9. We held sixteen meetings.
The attendance was fair, and the order and interest

good. We held a love feast Aug. 29, but, owing to

the scattered condition of the members, there were
but few present. This point has been under the

of the Mission Board for some time, and most
of the meetings have been held in the churchhouse

the town of Lost Nation, and this has not given
the best satisfaction to the members, owing to the
fact they could not attend at that place.

I think the Maquoketa church can be built up
ccessfully only by an active brother locating

there, and taking charg; of the work and holding
meetings at the different points where the members
live. Some expressed themselves as beiog ready
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unite with the church as soon as a minister

iuld locate there, and take charge of the work,

ad g've them regular meetings. Bro. Joshua

hultz, though much interested in the work, is not

u e to keep up any appointments, owing to old

?e but is willing to assist a minister all he can. A
linister that desires to go where his labors are

much needed, and a large field open, from which to

rather sheaves for the Master, will find it here.

Who will come and work this territory for the

Blessed Master?

For further information write Bro. Joshua Shultz,

glwood, Iowa, or the writer. Chas. M, Yearout.

Cedar R r-fids, Iowa.

Death of Bro. David Kimmel.

Bro. David Kimmel died at McLouth, Kans., in

the bounds of the Ozawkie church, Sept. 2, 1897,

iged seventy-one years, and five months.

The subject of this notice was born in Montgom-

ery County, Ohio, April 2, 1826. He was the sec-

ond son of John Kimmel and Esther Flora, He was

united in marriage to Leah Riggle, Jan. 18, 1849,

and, soon after, both united with the Brethren

church. To them were born seven children,—two

sons and 6ve daughters, all of whom survive him.

He emigrated to Jefferson County, Kansas, in the

spring of 1867, and was elected to the ministry in

the Ozawkie church, in October of the same year.

He emigrated to Illinois in the autumn of 1S65.

He was advanced to the second degree of the

ministry soon after. Here he remained until Feb-

ruary, 1886. Then he returned to McLouth, Jeffer-

son Co., Kans., where, Dec. 29, 1894, his dear com-

panion departed this life, and was laid to rest in the

lily burying ground, in the McLouth cemetery.

Sept. 12, 1895, he was united in marriage to sister

Sirah Shull, of Lawrence, Kans., who survives him.

served the church faithfully in the ministry for

thirty-two years.

hus one more of our aged veterans of the c

has gone to his reward full oi years. A life fraught

with good works will survive him in the hearts of

those who knew him best. Funeral services by

Eld. J. A. Root and the writer, from Job 14: 14, to

a large, sympathetic audience, in the Brethren

churchhouse in McLouth. B. B. Whitmer.

tbtej oosFrEX-. messhngitr.

few times. Here three dear souls came out on the

Lord's side and expressed a desire to go with us,

They were baptized on Sunday, Aug. 8.

With a promise to return by Sept. 18, and remain
with them a few weeks, we took our leave of the

little band, and started to Linside, W. Va. We
reached the home of Eld. George Hutchison Aug.
10. We met with a warm reception, and found this

to be a home indeed. . We remained here over Sun-

day, and preached for them at their large church-

in the morning, to a very attentive congre-

gation.

Sister Fleshman, the wife of Eld. A. Fleshman,

being sick, so that she could not go to church, re-

quested us to have preaching at her home in the

afternoon, which we did. The spirit of the Lord
present, and we had a good meeting. The

large number of people, that had come together

there, all seemed to enjoy it.

Aug. 16 we wended our way westward, to Fayette

County, W. Va. We have been working in the Chest-

nut Grove congregation about three weeks. Four

have made the good confession, and we trust that

they will be faithful unto the end, and receive a

crown of life. Elders S. Riner and A. B. Duncan
have the oversight of this congregation. We are

now at the home of the latter, but, if the Lord will,

we will start to Alleghany County to morrow.

We have felt much at home here, and feel sad at

the thought of parting with the many dear breth-

ren and sisters who have made us feel so w
Our health is much improved. The Lord be

praised. W. T. Purslev.

Saltpetre Cave, Va., Stpt, 12.

From Beaver Dam, did.

Our Communion, which occurred last night,

well represented by members of neighboring

churches, which always helps to make a meeting of

this kind good. The ministerial force was

quite as large as we generally had it before, but it

was ample enoughto make the meeting profitable

Bro, Abraham Bowman, of Nettle Creek, officiated.

Considering the large crowd, and extremely hot

evening, the order was most excellent. Many
could not get admittance. A number had come
for the first time to see how the Brethren conduct

love feast and Communion, and we learn that good

impressions were made. Some said they never saw

such friendly faces among any other class of peo-

ple. This morning we met again for morning wor-

ship and to hear the farewell addresses of those

who remained over night with us,—four in number.

Bro. Enos Fisher and wife called for a letter of

membership. Bro. Fisher also gave a farewell ad-

dress. In his remarks, the sympathetic chord was

touched, and he had to give way to unbidden tears.

John L. Kline.

Sevastopol, lnd. t
Sept. 10.
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last of her ministers died over a month ago. This
congregation, at one time, numbered about one
hundred and seventy members, but her leaders

have nearly all proved unfaithful.

now, more than ever, see the necessity of

faithful leaders. We all know how likely the

the sheep will follow the shepherd, even if he goes
astray.

The members of this church have been much
scattered by the various factions, but we rejoice to

know that there are still those who stand firm on
the Rock, Christ Jesus, through all the past trials.

After council Bro. Albert Arnold went to the

Salt Lick schoolhouse, and preached Saturday ev-

ening and Sunday.

On Sunday the writer addressed the people at

the place where we had the council. We had ex-

cellent attention. At this writing, Sept. 13, we are

visiting wife's relatives at Markleysburg, Pa.

In our home congregation we have, at the pres-

ent time, ten ministers, who are able and willing to

preach, but one of our elders—Bro. Jonas Fike,—
is generally away from home, and the wife of an-

other of our ministers is sickly, so that he cannot

leave home. We have preaching at about eighteen

points, and between twenty-five and thirty sermons

are delivered each month,

The Brethren also control four Sunday schools,

three social meetings, and three singing schools,

Emra T. Fike.

Eglon, W. Va„ Sept. ij.

From Rocky Ford, Colo.

From Virginia.

Aug. 5, wife and I left our home in Botetourt

County, Virginia, and started westward by private

conveyance, with the view of improving our health,

which, by over-work and exposure, had become
much impaired. We also had a desire to meet with

some of the Father's children and to do some work
for the Master, if our health would permit.

We met with some of the Brethren in Alleghany

bounty, Virginia, an,r] tried to preach for them a

Dedication of Salem Churchhouse, fnd.

The above house is located in the bounds of the

Bethel congregation, five miles southeast of Mil-

ford, Ind. It is a strong frame structure, 40x60 feet

in size, veneered with brick, with a basement un-

der the entire building, and heated with a furnace.

It is well seated, and has all the modern improve-

ments for the comfort and convenience of a church-

house. A good well of water is not the least of the

conveniences for man and beast, A furnace and

pans are also provided for cooking purposes for

Communion services.

The house, with everything necessary, was com-

pleted at a cost of $2,300 Enough money has

been paid in, and is promised by responsible par-

ties, to raise all indebtedness. It was dedicated

Sept. 12. Bro. E. S. Young preached the dedica-

tory sermon to -a very large concourse of people.

Hundreds were turned away for want of room.

Those who heard Bro. Young were well entertained.

A substantial dinner was spread in the basement

and was partaken of by those who desired, after

which we assembled again in the audience room, in

a children's meeting. Brethren Norman Heeter,

E. S. Young, and Sister E. S. Young gave interest-

ing talks to the children, which was followed by a

sermon by Eld. Lemuel Hillery, in his usual earn-

est way, on missionary work, after which a collec-

tion for mission work was taken up, amounting to

some over fifteen dollars.

Great credit is due the building committee for

their untiring efforts in constructing this commo-

dious house of worship; also to the brethren and

friends for their liberal assistance. It was our

earnest desire that the day of dedication should be

a great day for the Lord in Bethel, and such, we

feel, it was. The Lord permitting, we expect to

hold a Communion service in this new house of

worship Oct. 9, beginning at 5 P. M.
W. R. Deeter.

From German Settlement Congregation, W. Va.

Sept. ii wife and I, accompanied by Bro. Albert

Arnold, met in council with the Cheat River con-

gregation. We met at 2 P. M. They decided to

represent at District Conference by letter: also de-

cided to have no love feast this fall. This coqgre-

gation stands sorely in need o( a mincer. The

The meetings and love feast at Rocky Ford, Colo.,

during the first week of September, were a success.

Eld. Geo. E. Studebaker did the preaching. The
notice in the Messenger, as well as in the local pa-

pers, informed many scattered members, who oth-

erwise could not have shared in the spiritual feast,

so bountifully provided. Three persons applied

for membership,—two brethren and one sister.

They were baptized in the Arkansas River. The

love feast, as observed and discoursed upon, was,

of course, a novel proceeding to the people in the

Arkansas Valley. Twenty- two members com-

uned.

nd the behavior mostThe attention was

respectful.

Good seed has been sown, and a bountiful har-

vest is sure to follow. The scattered members,

thus brought together, were much encouraged and

strengthened for the Master's cause. A church or-

ganization is looked forward to with much solici-

tude.

Deep, glad thoughts of affection and love fill the

hearts of the members toward their brethren east,

for the missionary visit of Bro. Studebaker.

J. C. FUNDERBURGH.
Sept. 12,

^

From Brlce, Mich.

Oor recent regular council is among the events

on " memory's wall," to which we can turn our fa-

ces with pleasure. Quite a large amount of busi-

ness was transacted, to the general satisfaction of

all present.

Our prayer meeting was again revived, and is to

be regularly held every Wednesday evening, at the

homes of the members. Arrangements were made

for the Ministerial and District Meetings of the

District of Michigan, to be held in the New Haven

church, Oct. 8 and 9, and also for Communion ser-

vices, on the evening of the 9th. We expect to

have a Bible school at the New Haven church dur-

ing the latter part of December. We expect to an-

nounce more definitely soon.

To all these meetings all are very cordially invit-

ed. Those coming by rail from the West, will

be met at Carson City on the T. S. M„ on the

morning of the 8th, or>ni:.the^ evening of the ;th.

Those coming from the East, at the same place,

will be met by informing the writer.

J.
W, CHAM8BR.&

Sept. fa,
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Notes x from x our x Correspondents.

"As cold water lo n thirsty soul, so Is Rood news from a f.ir country "

KANSAS.

Sawyer.—The members of the Bethel church met

in council Sept II Bro. Henricks was with us.

Our love feast will be at Sawyer, Oct 30 and 31, at

4 P. M -/. H. Mi ler, Pratt Co , Kans., Sift. 15.

Cottonwood.—The members of this church met

in council this morning, with Bro. J. D. Trostle as

moderator. We had a large attendance. We made
preparations for our love feast, Oct. 2. There was

one applicant for baptism at the close of the meet-

ing, which was attended to immediately. We de-

cided to hold a series of meetings near Nov. 1.

—

John G. Sargent, Dunlap, Kans., Sept. 18.

Parsons. -Bro. W. B. Sell, of Fredonia, Kans.,

closed a series of " Gospel Sermons " with us last

night, commencing Aug. 27 and continuing until aft-

er our love feast, which was held Sept. 11. The
tabernacle was crowded to its utmost capacity, with

anxious spectators. At the Communion services

there was such an immense gathering, that some
were unable to get in. There were twelve addi-

tions. The meetings closed and left many a think-

ing mind in our city.

—

R-y M. Mu-ray, 2522 Wat
Stevens Ave , Sept. 15.

Verdigris Church.—We met in council Sept. 5.

The meeting was held at No. IOO schoolhouse in

Greenwood County, — the first ever held at this

place. Our love feast will be held at Bro. D. Lay
man's, three miles northwest of Madison, Oct. 9, at

2 P. M. We chose Bro. W. B. Sell as our elder for

one year; also decided to hold two series of meet
ings this winter, one in Greenwood and the other in

Lyon County.—/. M. Q wksnbush, Olpe, Kans., Sept.

Cedar Creek Church.—At our love feast Sept, 10,

Eld. Sydney Hodgden officiated. Elders John
Sherfy, C. T. Heckman and Miller were also

with us. About eighty brethren and sisters com-
muned. Bro. Lafayette Watkins was ordained to

the eldership and Bro. George Colbert was advanced

to the second degree. The attendance was not

large but we had a very enjoyable meeting.— Wm,
C. Watkins, Garnttt, Kans., Sept. 15.

Walnut Valley.—We met in council Sept. 11.

Bro. A. M. Dickey, of McPherson, was chosen as

our elder. Our series of meetings will commence
Dec. I, to be conducted by Bro. J. J. Hilder.—Mollie
Martin. Hiizer, Kans., Sept. 15.

Bethel Church.—We met in council Sept. 11,

Ojt feast was appointed for Oct. 30, at 4 P. M. Our
elder was with us several days and held four meet-
ings. He also gave an address to our Sunday
school once. Our Sunday school seems to be full

of life. Nearly all the old people come,—some
seventy years old. We have attended two Sunday
school meetings which were full of interest.—Jasper

N. Perry, Sawyer, Kans., Sept. 13.

Cheyenne Church.—The Cheyenne church met
in council, prior to love feast, Sept. 11. Elders

Jno. F. Cline and John Garber were present. The
church decided to choose two ministers and two
deacons. The lot fell on Bro. Geo. H Sharp and
the writer for ministers, and brethren David S. Har-
vey and George Wray for deacons. Bro. Henry
Fry was advanced to the second degree of the min-
istry. Our love feast was held on the evening of

the same day. Elder Cline officiated. A number
of brethren and sisters from neighboring churches
were with us. On Sunday we held a children's

meeting, after which Bro. John Garber preached to

us.—C. H. Slifer, Sept. 13.

INDIANA.

Laporte.—We met in council to-day. Our elder,

Bro. I. D. Parker, being absent, Bro. Thurston Mil-
ler was chosen to preside over the meeting. Bro.
R J. Shreve was chosen delegate to District Meet-
ing. We decided to have a Communion Oct. 23, at

4 P. M„ at the Waterford church.—/. C. Zimmer-
man, Michigan City, Ind„ Sept. 18.

Pyrmont.—Our council was held Sept. it. Next
day we enjoyed an interesting harvest meeting.

Quite a number from the adjoining churches were
with us, Bro. Campbell preached a striking ser-

mon from Luke 11: 23, after which a collection of

S26.33 was taken, to be cqjally divided between the

India sufferers and the Orphanage at Smyrna. At
2 PM. song service was conducted by Bro J. L.

Wagoner, and at 2.30 a children's meeting by J. L.

Hazlett and D. C Campbell. At 7:30 Bro. Camp-
bell preached another very interesting sermon —
John Deal, Sept. 16.

Middletown. — Our harvest meeting was held

Aug. 23 Brethren Painter and Gustn did the

preaching. We raised S5 45 to help the great cause
of missions.

—

Florida J. E. Green.

Upper Deer Creek.—The council meeting here
was held Sept. 4. Brethren D. P. Shively and Pe-

ter Houk were with us. Their labors were appreci-

ated. One has been baptized here since our last

report. In the evening Bro. L. H. Eby preached
for us. Sunday morning, Sept. 5, after Sunday
school, we held our harvest meeting. Bro. Eby
preached the sermon. In the afternoon we held a

children's meeting. Bro. Eby's talk to the little

folks was impressive. At n'ght Bro. Eby again
held forth the Word of Truth. This closed the la-

bors of a busy though highly enjoyable day. A
collection of S12 92 was raised fcr the India suffer-

ers, at the harvest-meeting; also Si 90 for the Asia
Minor Mission. The Sunday school remembered
the Orphans' Home, at Mexico, Ind., by contribut-

ing Si 2%—Artimas S-nith, Deacon. Ind , Stpt. 8.

Huntington.— I notice that Bro. Hiel Hamilton
has crossed the Jordan of death. He and I labored
much together, in preaching as well as in church
work. He was a pleasant companion to work with.

It makes me feel lonely to think of so very many
of the ministers that once labored with me in the

cause of Christ, but who have now gone to the
great beyond.—Samutl Murray, Sept. 12.

MISSOURI.

Log Creek Church.—Our council, Sept. 4, was
one of unusual interest. Our series of meetings
will commence Oct. 2. We will hold a love feast

some time during the meetings. Our elder, J. E.
Ellenberger, and Bro, Israel Santer, were chosen
delegates to District Meeting. Two were received

by letter, making six received by letter since our
last report. One letter was granted since last re-

port. Our Sunday school will close with the end
f the third quarter. We will, however, reorganize

ur weekly Bible class, and also will establish a

prayer-meeting.

—

M. E. S'air, Polo, Mo., Sept. 3.

Fairview.—This church met in council Sept. 11.

Iders F. W. Dove, J. T. Mason and James Harris

sre present. One brother was restored. Bro.

Joseph B. Hylton was ordained to the eldership.

Our love feast will be Oct. 9. The church decided

to hold a series of meetings the last of October.
Bro. Dove is expected to help in these meetings.

Sunday morning an aged father came out on the

Lord's side.

—

Nannie Harman, Dtnlow, Mo., Stpt. 13.

Rockingham Church.—Bro. J. M. Mohler began
a series of meetings at our church Aug. 31, and
closed last night, Sept. 16. The attendance and in-

terest were good. Two dear ones were received in-

to the church by baptism To-morrow will be our
council, preparatory to our love feast, which is ap-

pointed for Oct. 2.

—

Kittie Keim, Rockingham, Mo.,

Sept. 20.

Dry Fork.—The good work has begun at an out-
side appointment where I have been preaching this

summer. Last Sunday 1 baptized three youthful
souls. I had one application by letter. To-rlay I

baptized an aged father, and two others, aged, re-

spectively, twelve and fourteen years. Another
applicant was taken sick, and not able to be bap-
tized to day. An aged prodigal made application

to be restored. Sept. 2 wife and I started for

Southwestern Missouri, about seventy miles from
here. Here I preached the funeral of Bro. Absa-
lom Johnson, seventy two years of age. Bro. John-

son was only in the service of the Lord about
year. We were on our route five days. I preached
four sermons with excellent interest at some points
where our people had never preached before. VVe
passed through our last year's field of labor, on the
way, and took with us some dear members to the
funeral.

—

T. A Robinson, Jasper, Mo., Sept. 12.

PENNSYLVANIA.

Ten Mile Church.—We met Sept, 11 in council
Eld. J. C. Johnson presided. The writer was chosen
church correspondent. We had public preaching
Sunday Sept. 12, at II A, M.; Sunday school at 10

A M. Bro. S. W. Baile is our superintendent.-^.
becca Grable, Beallsville, Pa., S'pt. id,

Eockton.—We met in regular council Sept. 11

Bro. Stahl presiding. A call was made for another
speaker. The undersigned and Bro. Wm. A. Spich-

er were chosen at the council before As Bro. Wm.
Spicher did not feel to take up the work at present

it was thought best to call more help. A special

council was called, to convene just after examina.

tion service, Sept. 17. Bro. E. F. Clatk was
chosen to the ministry and Bro. Oram Fyock to the

deacon's office. The love feast was a pleasant one.

Bro. Stahl held services one week prior, and one

came out on the Lord's side before the feast.— Wal-
ter N. Brubaker, Sept. 20i

ILLINOIS.

Cerrogordo.—A preaching point has been estab-

lished in our church, five miles north of Cerrogordo,

during this summer; also Sunday school at the

same place. This, with our regular church service,

and Sunday school at this place, has called

forth extra efforts from the preachers and Sundijr

school workers. We feel the need of more knowl-

edge of the Bible, and being filled with the Holy
Ghost as a preparation for Sunday school work. A
teachers' meeting is held each week; also prayer

meetings. Our regular preaching service is well at-

tended. One precious soul was added to the fold

recently.

—

R. E. Burger, Sept. 17.

Mulberry Grove.—The members of this church

met in special council Sept. II, and arranged to

hold their love feast Oct. 2. Four were added to

our church by letter and four by baptism since my
last report. Bro. Silas Hoover was with us last

week and held meetings in Bro. Lilligh's hall in

Mulberry Grove. Bro J. Henry Showalter led

the song service during the meetings, which was

greatly appreciated by all.—Samuel Goodman.

Shannon.—Sept. 15 and 16 we held our Commun-
ion. Owing to a rain in the morning the attend-

ance was not as large as usual. One hundred mem-
bers communed. Ministering brethren present were

J. S Flory, S Lehman, J. Delp, Jos Stitzcl and H.

Martin. Bro. Flory officiated. A sad accident be-

fell Sister Lydia Buckwalter, aged 78 years. She

moved along on the bench to give room for others,

and sat down beyond the end of the bench, fractur-

ing her hip bone. She has the sympathy and

prayers of the entire congregation, The physician

thinks it doubtful if the fracture will unite again,

owing to her age, and lack of vitality of system.

She has since been anointed.—D. Rowland, Stfl.

iS.

Woodland Church, 111- Our quarterly council

was held Sept. I. It was decided to commence our

series of meetings Oct. 9, and continue for several

weeks. Bro. J. H. Baker will conduct the meet-

ings. Our love feast will be held Nov. 4 and 5. A

collection was taken for general mission work,

amounting to S12 ig. One dear soul made the

good choice on the day of council. Bro. Conrad

Fitz was chosen delegate to District Meeting. Our

Sunday school is still progressing.

—

Lydia Walttr,

Summum, III , Sept. 3.
OHIO.

Middle District.—Last Sunday four dear souls

made the good confession. They are four sisters

in the flesh and now they are also four sisters of the

spiritual family of God's children. The youngest

was fourteen years of age on the day of her bap-

tism.—D. P. Sol/enbtrger, Stpt. id.
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price's Creek Church.—Our special council was

held to day. Our communion is set for Oct. 7, at 10

a M. One sister was baptized at the close of the

meeting-

—

George H. Petry, West Sonora, Prtble Coun-

,„ Q'lio. Sept. '6.

Black Swamp.—At our council, Sept it, ur eld-

dcr S. M. Loose, was with us; also Eld. L. H.

n ckev. Our love feast will be Oct. 9, at 10 A. M.

—Catharine Garner, Cum-nUgs, Ohio, Sept. r$.

Lower Miami Church —Our love feast ha been

appointed for Nov 6, at 2 P. M. Our aged elder,

gro Geo. Holler, has been in a somewhst feeble

condition, but of late has recovered much of his

lost vigor. Bro. Enoch Hyer was ordained to the

el. lership this summer and now has charge of this

church. We expect Bro. A. G Crosswhite to hold

us a scries of meetings about two weeks previoi

our love feast.—7. 0. Garst, Dayton, Ohio, S-pt. 14.

WEST VlRfJINIA.

Chestnut Grove Church.—We have had two good

Sunday schools this summer in our congregation,

one at the above-named church and one five miles

southeast, at Pleasant View church. We expect

Bro. P. S. Miller to hold a series of meetings for us

in October, at which time our love feast will be

held. Bro. Wm. T. Pursley and wife, of Botetourt

County, Va., have recently spent a few weeks with

us. Bro. Pursley held meetings at the above-named

churches when his health would permit, d-liverng,

in all, twenty earnest sermons. The meetings

closed Sept. 10. Four were baptized.

—

Minnie B.

S'nrer, Fayettevitle, W. Va., Sept. IS.

0. D. H. Zigler, of Mayland,

r, of Greenmount, same State,

choolhouse Aug. 29, to hold a

Bro. Z'gler preached 6fleen

s. Thirteen were added to the

od baptism. Bro. Miller

ch to

Petersburg. — Bi

U., and S. M. Mill,

ame to the B ake

eries of meetings

ouls'irring s

:hurch by c

:onducted th

fession

ong sen added

the spirit of the meetings. Sept. 9 Bro. D. H. Hays

baplized 6ve at the Rough Run church in the same

congregation, all young in years. Our love teas',

will be at the above-named church Oct. 4, at three

o'clock.

—

A. L. Cook, Sept. 12.

Pine Church.—Aug. 12 was the day appointed

for harvest meeting at this place. Bro. Peter Ar-

nold was the only visiting minister present. Our

council meeting was held Sept. 4 One dear sister,

who had wandered from the fold,

into full fellowsh'p. Delegates w
resent us at District Meeting, viz.

erman and the writer. Our lov

Sept. II and 12. Visiting

brethren John U;z and Be

'as received back

e elected to rep-

John M. Leath

love feast was held

nisters p'esent were

W. Smith. A large

ent—Arthur W. Arnold, Pur-congregation 1

gitsville, W. Va., S-pt. 18.

Tear Coat—Sept. 13 the members of this church

met in council, preparatory to love feast and Dis-

1 delegates were chosen to rep-

Meeting. The choice fell on

:h and W. H. Flory. We have

love feast Oct. 9.—Maggie E.

trict Meeting. 1

resent us at Distr

brethren B W. Si

decided to hold c

Flory, Sfpt 15.
VIRGINIA.

Sangerville.-Sept. 3 we held c

ling qu

r quarterly conn

of business wc

appointed Sept. 8 to finish the work. Last night wi

held our feast. Our ministerial aid was ample,—sev

en besides the home brethren being present. Thi'

morning the Sunday school met as usual, with Bro

J. W. Wayland to address us in its interests, aftei

which Bro. J. A. Garber, of Greenmount, gave ui

some good food for thought.—A A. Miller, Sept. 12

TEXAS.

Blue Mound Church, Tex.

sionary of Texas, commenced
at Saginaw, Aug. 18, and com
On Saturday we held our coun

ordained to the eldership. Ou

-Bro. Glick, a mis

series of meeting!

aued until Aug 2/

il, B o. Neherwai

love feast on Sat

There wenurday evening was a feast to th'

no additions, but many good impressions were

made.—Lizzie Bowman, Saginaw, Tix., Sept. I.

KENTUCKY.

CampbeUsville.—Bro. D. E Cripe and I visited

Bro. Edmond and wife, living in Hart County, 6fcy

miles distant, about July 14. We had seven meet-

ings. We also visited members living in Todd
County, Kentucky, a distance of one hundred and

twenty miles from our home. There are seven

members in Todd County. We stayed one week

and had three meetings. The members there much
desire a minister to move among them. They have

an excellent farming country. Address Bro. Allen

Roush, Allensville, Todd Co., Ky„ for further in-

formation. I also visited the members at Hodgens-

ville, and preached for them the third Sunday of

August. I live forty miles distant. This also

would be a good place for some of our ministers to

work, land being good, and a large field for relig-

ious work. Eleven members live at this point.

Our series of meetings will commence in the Camp-
beUsville church, Kentucky, Sept. I. Bro. Jonas

Horning, of Johnsville, Ohio, will do the preach-

ing Our feast is apponted for Sept. 11. The at-

tendance is good at all our regular preaching

points, and therefore we are encouraged to contin-

ue to sow, hoping to reap, when souls get ripe for

the true doctrine of the Bible.—^4. A' Cup, Aug. 30.

WASHINGTON.

Oysterville.—Aug. 27 I started on a mission trip

to Centralia and Olympia, this State. I was with

the Centralia church in their council preparatory to

District Meeting. They decided to hold a love

feast some time in January. I preached nine dis-

courses, one of them being in Olympia, This was

the first meeting ever held there by the Brethren.

Not being able to get a public room, without pay-

ing high rent, the meeting was held at Bro. Peters'

house. This was the first meeting of the Brethren

that Bro. Peters attended since coming to Olympia,

last spring. Another sister had not heard a broth-

er preach for about eight years. They are very

X'ous to have us visit them again next winter,

d hold a series of meetings in Olympia, Centra

,, and Grand Mound. Several ministers should

locate at different points in this field, and help to

push the work along.—/. U. G. Stiverson, S'pt. 7.

OKLAHOMA TERRITORY.

Special Notice. —The District and Ministerial

Meetings of Oklahoma and Indian Territory will be

held in the Paradise Prairie church Oct. 7 and 8,

followed by a love feast, Oct. 9 There will prob-

ably be meetings at night during the week We
extend an invitation to any one desiring to learn

more of the work and help needed in this part of

God's moral vineyard This will also afford an op

portunity to look at our country and make your

choice among us. Any one having a desire to come

by rail on the Santa Fe route to Mulhall, will be

met by notifying the writer.

—

Kate Metzler, Clarkson,

Okla., Sept. 19.

Deep Fork Church.—A precious season was real-

ized by the little church during the love feast at In-

gram, Okla. T., on the evening of Sept. 4.

Thirty-five communed. There was sufficient minis-

terial help present, among whom were brethren Jacob

Appleman, Gorman Stouder and Isaac Betts. On

Sunday we were richly fed by Bro. Jacob Apple-

man.—Effie Catp;nter, Ingram, 0. T., Sept. is.

NEBRASKA.

Arcadia.—We had the pleasure of meeting with

the Brethren of the South Loup church Sept. II, at

their love least. Two more of our Sunday school

scholars were baptized by Bro. S. M. Forney, and

were permitted to partake of the feast. We have

no preaching, but we study the Brethren's Quarter-

ly, and the Messenger also preaches to us. We have

only three preachers north of the Platte River. One

of them is an e'der.— S. M. Forney. Who will come

and help us?—D. M. Ross, Sept. 14.

TENNESSEE.

New Hope Church.—We held our quarterly coun-

cil Sept II. Much business was before the meet-

ing. Bro Joseph Conley was installed into the of-

fice of deacon. Our love feast will be Oct. 9,-/.

W. Lovegrove, Telford, Tern., Sept. is.

S3?

IOWA.

Franklin Church.—Our series of meetings, con-

icted by Bro. Peter Brower, which began on the

-ening of Sept. 1, and closed on the night of Sept.

1, was surely a " feast of good things." Three
jung sisters entered the service of the Lord. Our
<ve feast passed off pleasantly on the evening of

the ninth. At the close of the Sunday school, on
the last Sunday, Bro. Brower gave an interesting ad-

dress to the children. At our last council Eld. L.

M. Kob was chosen to represent this church at our

District Meeting. Bro. A. Wolf, of Jefferson Coun-
ty, Iowa, is expected to be with us in November, in

the interest of mission work, to remain one week.

—

Jemima Kob, Garden Grove, fowq, Sept. 14.

ARKANSAS.

Dryden.—At ou r council-meet ngSept 8, we de-

cided to hold our ove feast Oct. 9. Bro. t . Bru-

baker, our elder, and Bro. Bradley, of Chis mville,

Ark., were with us, rendered v iluable ass stance,

and also did some excellent prea hing. Cor sidera-

jle business came before the meeting, which by the

prudent manner ir which Bro. Brubaker p esided,

was disposed of, v e hope, to the glory of G od and
the good of the c ausc here. At our feast we ex-

pect some breth en to visit ou r country, with a

view of locating with us. Some have aire dy de-

cided to locate h ere. For part culars, concerning

this country, write me at Dryden Ark.—B. E. Kes-

ler, Sept. 10.

COLORADO.

Mountain View Church, Denver.—Wc held our

love feast Sept. II, and had an interesting meeting.

Several ministering brethien from Longmont and

Ft. Collins, as welt as our elder, Bro. Love, were

present. Sunday morning and evening we had ex-

cellent sermons to large congregations. We are

now in our new church, which was dedicated three

weeks ago by Bro. Isaac Lerew, who, with his wife,

was on his way home from California. Our Sunday

school already averages ICO and it is increasing ev-

ery Sunday. If we had a minister who could preach

for us every Sunday,—one that could devote his

whole time and attention to the work, I am certain

that much could be accomplished.

—

Bertha Buck-

waiter, Villa Park, Co'o., Sept. 15.

The folio*

and Minister

the West N
Valley house

road. Four

Railroad Notice.

ing are the railroad arrangements for District

si Meeting of Northeastern Ohio, to be held in

nishillen church, Oct 6 and 7, at the Pleasant

on the Cleveland & Terminal &. Valley Rail-

: of > ding; ionth

Depot at 8:50 A, M.; No, 5

leaves at 4: 50 P M. North bound trains on same road leave

Canton as follows: No. 4,8:15 A. M.; No. 10 at 4:iy P. M.

These trains, named above, will stop by informing the con-

ductor, Oct. 5, 6 and 7. The Ministerial Meeting will be Oct.

6, the day before District Meeting. Take the Erie R. R. from

Asbland to Akron; C. A, & C. R. R. from Danville to Orrville;

Fort Wayne R R. from Mansfield to CaDlon. Take the same

road from Columbiana and Homeworth to Canton. Take

B. & 0. R. R. from Lodi to Akron; Cleveland & Canton

Southern R. R. from Baltic and Sugar Creek to Canton.

Take Cleveland and Valley R. R. from Valley Junction to

Greentown.

Inquire at your stations of your agent, a few days before

starting, and tell him an effort has been made to secure

rates. He will soon find out, if any. Samuol Si-rankel,

Masulton, Ohio, Sept. 24.

OUR PRAYER MEETING.

THE WAY BACK TO OUR FATHER'S HOUSE.

For Thursday Evening, Oct. 7.

Psa.S5:7;Jer. 3: 12-14; Luke 15: ""Sm-

ithes

! that i2. A cbi

3. An earnest desire fot cl

4 Making use of all them

II. Why wk Should Rktub

1. Nothing on earth will s;

2. Doing right brings eten

3. The pare in heart shall se

4. Those who run faithlully,

obtain the crown,

s that will purify the

[isfy the longings of the soul.

al reward,

tee God.

neatly, perseveriDgly, shall
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CORRESPONDENCE.

The Upper Cumberland church suffers ;

loss such as she has not had to undergo foi

many years, in the departure of Eld. Daniel

Keller, who, while on his way to the Huntsdale

meetinghouse, on the morning of Aug. 29, was

run down by a freight train, and injured, sc

that he died about seven hours later. Bro

Keller was ordained to the eldership in 186c

and has had charge of the church at this place

He was ever faithful to his calling. In form-

er years he did a good deal of church work,

atd of late years had become a very strong ad-

vocate of missionary work, often remarking,
" The older I gel, the more important I think

it is to spread the Gospel."

The church ever prospered under his ruling

even in bis old age. He was always punctual

in filling appointments. No later than Aug.

22 he drove about twelve miles to a place of

When asked at the beginning of 1897, if he

desired to be relieved of filling his appoint-

ments, his reply was, " I would not know what

for." No one was more punctual thin Brc

Keller. When it was his turn, we could ex

pect to see him at his place. On the morninf

of the day of his death he prayrd earnestly fo:

the prosperity of the church.

Bro. Keller was married to Catharine Kline

This union was blessed with thirteen children

nine of whom are still living. All are mem-
bers of the church but two,

Sister Keller has been confined to the house

for two years, the last one to her bed. The
funeral was held Sept. 1. Services were coo-

ducted by elders Isaac Barto, of Mechanics-

burg, and Lemuel Pfoutz, of Gettysburg, from
Rev. 14:13. "Blessed are the dead which
die in the Lord." The congregation was very

large. It was estimated at twelve hundred,

Bro. Keller was eighty-three years, eleven

months and eight days old. After theaccident

Bro Keller remarked to me, " I felt this morn-
ing as tf there was something before me, It

was through sympathy that this accident hap-

Bro. Foust was a very large man, entirely

too heavy to ride in a light buggy, yet Bro.

Keller took him in, and through the delay was
overtaken by the train, Bro. Foust died about

seventeen hours after the accident. The fu-

neral was held at the same time and place as

Bro. Keller's.

Bro. Foust leaves a widow,—a sister in the

church,—two sons and one daughter. He was

69 years, 11 months and 26 days old.

J. E. HOLLINGER,

1 will be held in Mt. Perry, BREWER.—In the M.
1 the C. S. & H. R. R„ fifteen

| McPherson Co., Kans., Au
lesville, beginning Oct. 12,

Samuel Orr

Wills, Ohio, Sept. //,

District Meeting Notice.

K District Meeting of the State District c

igan will be held on Saturday, Oct. 9, i

ew Haven church, Gratiot Co., Mich.,

northeast of Carson City, meeting t

at 9 A. M. The Ministerial Meeting wil

be held at the same place on Fiiday, Oct. i

rains will be met at Carson City and Middle
n on Thursday, Oct, 7.

Pethr B. Mhssner,
Campbell, Mich,, Sept. 13.

PROGRAMMES.
Ministerial Meeting ol Michigan.

The following is the program of the above
meeting, to be held in the New Haven church,
Friday, Oct. 8.

Forenoon Session.

Devotional Exercises and Organization.—
Moderator, Levi Baker.

Discussion.—" Is Religious Liberty as Prac-

l Dei 1-
j nul I

-John M. Lair, S. M,

Discission —" How Can We, as Mic
Teach the Utility of Family Worbip,-

Dlstrlct Meeting Notice.

The Ministerial and District Meeting of

Northern Indiana will be held in English
Prairie congregation, LaGrange Co., Ind.

miles east and one mile south of Lima, '.

Oct. 6 and 7. Passengers will be met by
veyance at Lima, on Tuesday, from the north

at 5:17 P. M.,frora the south at 4:54 P. M , and
on Wednesday from the north at 10:26 A. M.,
from the south at 10:50 A.M. All those that

desire lodging and room for teams must apply
to Lodging Committee, Bro.S. J. Burger.

N. H. Shuit, Sec.

Brighton, Ind,

. Discussion.

ngements are now completed for

a public discussion on the following

: Trine Immersion, Lord's Supper,
aion and Feet-WashiDg, by Eld.

Thomas Martin, editor of the Gospel Plea,
Rosevilie, Ohio, on the part of the Disciple
church, and Bro Quincy Leckrone, Glenford,
Ohio, on the part of the Brethren. Each of
the disputants are able defenders of their re-

spective doctrine and the discussion will doubt-
less be one of unusual interest.

On account of there being but few of our
members living in the immediate vicinity of the
place of discussion, it is desired that those who
contemplate attending from a distance make
it known cither to the writer or to Bro. Leck-
rone, that arrangements may be made for
their accommodation, All are invited.

and When Best Observed? "—Peter Mi
John M. Smith.

Afternoon Session.

ukrv Box.—Suggestive Questions and

1. What is the Real Object of Religious
Singing?

2. Care of New Converts.

3. Preparation of Sermons.
4. Ministerial Qualifications.

5. What Improvements, if any, Should be
Made in the Brethren's Sunday School
Literature?

Discussion.—"What Measores Could be
Adopted by which the Members could be
Awakened to a Deeper Interest in P/ayer-

eeting Services; also in Sunday School
Work?"—Benj. Fryfogle, M. M. Sherrick.

Discussion.—" Improprieties in a Minister's
Life In and Out of the Pulpit."—Daniel Cham-
bers, J. R. Stutzman.

Evening Session.

Missionary Sermon.—Isaiah Rairigh.

Sunday Morning, 10:30.

Doctrinal Sermon.—"The Anointing."-
I. F. Rairigh.

Song Services to be conducted by John M
Smith,

P. Probst,
)R H. Yutzby, £ Committee.

D. E. Chambers.)

g'egation,

.. Bro. John
T. Brewer, aged 42 years, I month and 28 days.
Bro. Brewer had suffered a great deal but bore
his affliction with Christian patience. He unit-

ed with the Brethren church a few years ago,
He leaves a wife and two sons, His funeral
was conducted by J. J. Yoder from Psa. 23; 4,

as requested. In his death the church loses an
earnest, faithful brother, the community a good
neighbor, the family a kind and loving father.

M. J. MlSHLER.

CALVERT.—In the May Hill church
Adams Co., Ohio, Aug. 25, 1897, Elizabeth Cal-

fe of John Calvert, aged 76 years, 2
months aad 6 days.

CALVERT.-In the same church, Sept. n,
897. John Calvert, eldest son of Robert and

Sally Calvert, aged 80 years, 7 months and n
days. This aged couple lived together over
fifty years, all of which time was spent in the

aster's vineyard, He served the church as a
deacon. Funerals by Bro. Sanford Setty, from
2 Thess. 4: 18 and Prov. 14: 32,

W. Q. Calvert.

ROCK.—In the New Enterprise church. Pa.,
Aug. 26, 1897, Sister Minnie Ada, daughter of

er Maggie Rock, aged 18

25 days. Less than a year
\x united with the church,

her father and a younger

years, 2 months
ago this young

have also tak<

mly a few days. Occasion improved by
the home ministers from John 11:28.

H. A. Buck,

HARTMAN.—In Lebanon, Pa., Aug. ;

897, friend Lizzie, wife of friend Jonathan
Hartman, aged 41 years, 10 months, and 24
days. Deceased was a daughter of friend
John and Sister Leah Hertzler Kline, and a
niece of elders William (deceased) and John
Hertiler. She!

SHERM \N.-Ncar Middletown, Ind 1

IS. 1897. David C. Sherman, aged 86 years
months and 9 days. He was born in G ui|['!
County, North Carolina, May 6. 1811. He h
longed to the Christian church at Middles
He leaves a wife and two sons. His fUnera|
was preached by Bro. David Hoover at the Z
church. Interment at the Miller cemetery.

Florida J E. Grrhj).

SCHROCK.-In the Middle Creek chutch
Somerset Co., Pa., Sept. 12, 1897, Bro. Uri ajSchrock, aged 53 years, 9 months and 5 davs
Bro. S:brock was a faithful member for thin

'

three years, twenty-five of which he served,
the de icon's office. He leaves a wife and foqr
children (all members). Bro. Schrock ha^l al .

tended a love feast at Summit Mills,

stayed for the night with Eld. J01
the morning dawned, the dea

called. Funeral services at the Middle Cr«k

and then

, from Lam.

PENCE.—At her :

FALLEN i ASLEEP

CONRAD.— In the West Hanover chui
Dauphin Co., Pa

, June 24, 1807, of gangre
Bro Conrad, aged 62 years^S momhs, and
days, He was a member of the Breth:
church for twenty-seven years and was alw;
faithful and willing to work for the Mast<
:ause. A wife and ten children survive him
hree are married. Four of his children belong
o the Brethren church. His funeral was held
n the West Hanover house and his funei
:ervices were conducted by brethren John W
ner and Adam Shope from Psa, 34: 19.

Cyrus Westheafpekr,

SINES.—In the Goshen
W. Va., Sept, 13, 1897, Sis

of Franklin A. Sines, age<

irch, Upshur Co.

Lord for

- .sh i:

, aged 36 years, 4 months
sed bad been serving the

ty-four years, For about
a devoted member of the

ch. She leaves six sons and one
a devoted husband to mourn

desiring the anointing,

thirty miles away.

Brethren chi

daughter an

their loss. '

en for the eld>

but the delay of the lette

reach her place two days after her death, so
they had to preach her funeral instead of
anointing her. Funeral sermon from Rev.
14:*3. S, N, McCann.

and two daugh
She was buried at the Old Tulpehocken

inghouse. Funeral services by Bro. John
Michael Zug.

esidence, in Thorn
Creek township, Whitley Co., Ind., Sept. 9,

Mrs. Sarah Pence, aged 70 years, 8
s and 12 days. Deceased was born Dec.

27, 1826. She was the daughter of Wesley and
Hyre. She united with the German
church in 1875, '" which she was a

loved and devoted membe
daughter survive her. She has been confined

invalid chair for about one year on ac-

of rheumatism. A light stroke of paraly-
sis ended her life. A. T. Strong.

ROLAND.—At Adel, Dallas County, Iowa,
Sept. 15, 1897, Jacob G. Roland, aged 52 years,

S months and 17 days He was born in Read-
ing. Pa., and came to Mt. Morris, III., in 1861.
In 1868 he was married to Sarah Zellers, who,
with six children, four sons and two daughters,
survives him. He became a member of the
Brethren church in 1869, and moved to Dallas
County, Iowa, where he has since resided, His
;mains were brought to Silver Creek, III,,

here the funeral took place, the Office Editor
and J. S. Flory officiating. He was buried in

the Silver Creek cemetery,

LEFEVER—In the Ephrata church, Pa.,

Sept. 13, 1897. Sister Lydia A. Lefever, aged 37
tths and 4 days. About nine days

before her death she complained of illness, but
days later it took a serious form, develop-
ito typhoid fever, resulting in her death,
/as a consistent member of the Brethren

church for thirteen years. She leavi

band (a minister). David Kilh

WITTER.-In Atlanta, Ga,, Sept. 10, 1897,
Sister Catharine Witter, aged nearly 90 years,
Deceased was born in Lebanon, Ohio, in Oct,

1807. She united with the church about seven-
ty years ago, and has been a faithful member
all these years, She was the mother of ten
children. Her husband died seventeen years
ago. Six children preceded her to the spirit

world. Two daughters and two sons survive.

Sister Wrightsman (one of her daughters) lives

here. The others are in the Far West. Sister

Witter lacked a few days of being ninety years
old. Luther Petrv,

KINSEY.—In the Ephrata church, Pa„
Sept. 7, 1897, Sister Sallie Kinsey, aged 83
years and nine months. She was a widow of

the late Joseph Kinsey who died thirteen years
ago, Funeral services by Bro, I, Keller, as-

sisted by B. G. Welder and Eld. I, Wenger,
David Kilhki-nbr,

church. Services were conducted by the *
:r and Eld. G. W. Lowry.

Robert T. Huh.
MILLER -Near Telford Tenn

, Sept. »
897, of diphtheria, little Freddie Miller, in(M j

on of friends Jacob and Martha J. Miller]

Services at the grave by the writer.

J. W. Lovbgrove,

DIERDORFF.—At her home in Franklin
Grove, 111., Sept. 9, 1897, Sister Mary ADn Di Et -

dorff, wife of Eld. Daniel Dierdorff, aged
73

years, 7 months and 14 days. Sister Mary Ana
Trostle was born near Gettysburg, Pa., Jan. 25,

1824, and was married to Bro. Daniel Dierdoiff'

Dec. 21, 1847. They moved by team and wag'
on from Pennsylvania to Lee County, Illinoii,

in 1851, and have lived here ever since. She
was the mother of five children, two sons and
three daughters, all of whom, with her hiis-

band, survive her. She was baptized in her

nineteenth year, and as an evidence of the

sarnest Christian life that she lived, her chil-

iren all came to the Lhurch in their youth, her

two sons being ministers. Although almost a

helpless invalid for nearly twelve years from

she was noted for her patience and
cheerfulness. Truly " a mother in Israel "

baj

passed from among us. The funeral occasion

mproved by Bro. P, R. Keltner, of Ster-

ling, assisted by the home ministers.

D. B. Senger.

SHICKLE —In the Beaver Creek congrega-
tion, Va., Aug. 30, 1897, Bro. Jacob Shickle,

aged 82 years, 2 months and 12 days. Bro.

Shickle was received back into the church
about four weeks prior to his death. Funeral
services by brethren J. W. Click and Jacob

Thomas. M. B. Miller.

LEIGHTON.— In the Crowson church,

Lawrence Co., Tenn., Aog. 31, 1897, Sister

Mary C. Leighton, mother of the above-named
infant, aged 47 years and 8 months. She was

bom in Botetourt County, Va., Jan. 1, 1850,

Her maiden name was Showalter. Her first

husband (Benjamin Bashor) died in r877. In

is united in marriage to Bro. C. D.

Leighton. In 1888 they emigrated to Jefferson

County, Tenn. One year ago they moved to

lounty, same State, the place of her

death. She united with the Brethren church

when sixteen years of age, and remained a

member until death. A few days

before her death she was anointed, She leaves

husband and eight children. Four of the

children are members of the Brethren church,

Funeral services were conducted at the home
by Bro. J. B. Lehman and the writer from 1

Thess. 4:13- C W. Davis.

DALTON—In the Loudonville church, Lou-

donville, Ohio, Sept. 6, 1897, Sister Lucretia

Cecilia Dalton, aged 61 years, 6 months and 7

days. Sister lialton was united in marriage

with Bro. George Dalton, in 1870, she being

his second wife. After their marriage they lo-

cated on the farm south of Haysville, Ohio, on

which they continued to remain until the time

of her death, which occurred very unexpected-

ly. Her illness continued a few days only,

vas not considered to be of a dangerous or

fatal character until within a few hours of her

death. She, with her husband, united with the

Brethren church of Londonville, Ohio, about

ighteen years ago and continued a faithful

nd highly respected member of the same un-

il the time of her death. She leaves a hus-

band, one son and two daughters; also six step-

children. Funeral discourse delivered by E id -

David Brnbaker and the writer, from 1 Thess.

Arthur S, Wohkman,
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J. J. ELLis <Ss CO.,

General Commission Merchants

Gold...
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noni-y, Inking hue*

Mind Mysteries,

By Eld. J. S. Plory, Price !

alley oborob.Cofley C

t 3 P. M., Pigeon
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CHURCH DIRECTORY.

Los Angeles, CaU~ No. 238 South Han

Chicago, IU.—1S3 Thirteenth Place. Serv

Baltimore City Missiott.— 1108 Towson

Northwest Baltimore Mission.—Corner

Cedar Rapids, Iowa.—Cor. 4th Ave

Washington, D. C—Naval Lodge Build-

lag, Car. 4th 5t, and Pa. Ave., S. £. Preaching, u A, U ,,

S P, H
; S, S„ 10 A, M.i Voung People'. Heating, 7 ?, M,

oupled with religious Innai lulsm

Agents Wanted.

nelgliborliaod of

1M7HL1HH1NIJ UMIiHI-:,

FAMILY RECORD J'.'?,r,!, V?Sr,

P„.,
B
.V,S:

" ' — cdcsruii'luUy I.

Cap Goods.

Plattsburg College.

ty. Opousaopt. i

OUR PUBLICATIONS.

crlptlona mny begin n

HUI-1IIWI N'S AI)V\N(Ji:i» nUAiMCRI.Y.-C'.iknl

BRETHREN'S lUVPNII r OUAIM IRI.V.-Sultcd to tl.o

intermediate and advanced prlmnry classes. Illus-

trated. Single Mulntripllmi. per year, jo eta.; to or

Do You Sing?

If so, have you examined the Brethren Sun-
day School Song; Book? It is a well-arranged

d carefully-selected collection of songs suita-

ble for the Sunday School, Prayer Meeting or

Social Gathering.

Thousands of them have been sold, and to

itroduce the book this offer is made to Sun-

day School Superintendents and Choristers-

Order a copy, either round or shaped notes,

iipanied with 35 cents, the retail price,

it will send the book and a coupon good

for 35 cents on the first dozen books or-

dered at the regular price, $3.60 per dozen pre-

paid, Address:

BasiHBiN Publishing House,

Mt, Morris, III,

BRETHREN'S

BRETHREN •£

. gilt edge, Si.i

limp, gilt edge, 1

BRETHREN PUBLISHING HOUSE.

Mount Morris, III.
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SALVIA
A WORLD'S WOJSTDER.

"COLORADO SALVIA CO."

and A. M.,.Eaglo

One Fare, plus $2, for the
Round Trip!

Visit Central North Dakota

Inspect the Harvest!

Secure a Home!

.JtowSSK"

M., Weeplngwatei

. lit the Big Cre.tk

HOMESEEKERS'

EXCURSIONS
Bed River Valley, Devils Lake, and

Turtle Mountain Regions
in North Dakota,

October 5 and 19,

Great Northern Railway

In Northern Minnesota and North Dakota, in-

cluding Mayville, Crary, Devils Lake,

Grand Harbor, Churchs Ferry,

Leeds, Cando, Bisbee, Rol-

la, and intermediate

One Fare Jfor the

Round Trip

plus $2.00; tickets good for 21 days from date

of sale, and good for return any time within

limit. This will enable parties to visit the
original Brethren settlements in North Dakota
just as harvest begins.

Those who wish to go on any of these excur-

sion dates can get further particulars by ad-
dressing

MLAX BASS,

...HOMESEEKERS'...

EXCURSIONS
October 5 and 19

From Chicago, St. Joseph, Kansas City, Dob

Northern Pacific Railway

a. W. MOTT,
General Emigration Agent, N. P. R'y Oo

ST. PAUL, MINN.
WM. H. PHIPPS,

from which we make ourcloll
measuring blank, tape line „,,„

jules for ordering will be sent on application.
Our rules for self-measurement are so simple, any-

can understand them.

We want to hear from you.

PHILLIPSON CLOTHING COMPANY
WARSAW, INDIANA.

The Old Testament as Related to

the New Testament and

Christ in Both.

220 S. Clark St. Chicago, III.

Doctrinal Outlines

Is a book of 77 closely-printed pages that is

growing in favor wherever it is known. It is a
work for ministers, Sunday school workers and
others, containing outlines on the following:
Historical, Doctrinal, Missionary, Secret Soci-
eties, Homiletics, Revivals, The Sunday School
The Home.

It is highly prired in Smyrna. (See page 41
of Messenger.) Order soon, as the number
on hand is limited. Price, paper cover 15
cents; cloth, 25 ceati, prepaid.

Brethren Publishing House.

Mt, Morris. 111.

: by Mail, Postpaid,

25 Cts per Package; 5 for

Agents Wanted "Sr^ES

Il"i Ml.l 1,1 I'll..

WONDERFUL ^g^II^J 1

.'.

i of Right-
of reclenip.

CATARRH INHALER FREE,

CHEAP EXCURSIONS TO;

NEBRASKA!
[September 7, 21. October 5, I9.|
|

On these dates round trip BB a a *-S
[hrl^K i_-..j.l l...)-:

1

! days, will fflJlBLr g
She sT)id by all Burlington-nri

| Houte agents and bi those a" £sr*&el' 1
|of many eastern r:iiln.;)lis:i i p,„?b"oT|

;A Dry, Healthy dimMe"""
6*01"

'JA Soil Unsurpassed for Richness,?
easy to cultivate, and yielding!
all varieties of crops. j

Baltimore City Church.

a Are., Baltimore

. J. WORST,

•Small Talk about Business."

inkers business hints for men
.
By A. E, Rice. Revised and

Business is money-making. The most mon
ey is made by those who do not make mistakes

Every mistake you make is a loss, to you oi

to some one else, so the less mistakes yoi
make, the sooner you will be rich.

How not to make mistakes? It is explained

What to do, to be right, in the thousand and
one little emergencies that arise in business?
You learn it by ihe book.

Tbebook is: "Small Talk about Business."
It is simple and comprehensive. It tells just
exactly what you want to know,

It is a book for those who have money to

It is a book for money-makers.
It is a money-maker,

Elegant cloth binding, gilt stamped; 12S
pages. By mail, price, 50 cents, Address this

office,

Windsor
European Hotel,

TRIBUNE BLOCK,
I4S In 153 Dearborn St, S. Creosien, Prop,

CHICAGO, ILL.

JUNIATA BIBLE LECTURES.

On the Book of Ruth and the first Chapter
of John's Qospel.

College Chapel

<le and College

a given to ogeoti. Write at onoe tor tenni
Addreiii

BREjTHRBN PUBLIBHING HOUSE,
Ml. Morrli, III,
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^EDITORIAL i MISCELLANYS

The Jews are not fully united, regarding the

project of making Palestine a Jewish state. Espe-

cially are the Jews in this country not in sympathy

with the movement. The Jewish Messenger is de-

cidedly opposed to the undertaking. Not a few of

the leading journals will throw their influence

against the scheme. The Independent has this to

say on the subject: " We are especially interested

in his opinion of the proposal of Dr. Herzl to pur-

chase Palestine from the Sultan, for the establish-

ment of a Jewish State. He has no faith in the

proposition, as appears from an interview with him,

published in a Buda Pesth journal. He says the

rich Jews will not live in Palestine, and, of the pau

pers, they have quite enough there already. Of the

fifty thousand population of Jerusalem, thirty thou-

sand are Jews, all living on alms except seven hun-

dred families. The Germans and the Russians

have the monopoly of settlements in Palestine, and

we may be sure that Russia, at least, would never

allow the establishment of a Jewish State in a land

which she expects to occupy, and where she claims

'he special right to protect the Holy Sepulcher.

The leading Jews of Vienna look on the proposition

with little less than anger. They have won their

civil, rights too lately to begin to talk of leaving

their native land, and go to one which is to them

foreign. The attempt to excite their enthusiasm is

like that which Bishop Turner makes to induce our

American negroes to emigrate to Africa, and it is

likely to be equally opposed by the sentiment of

patriotism and the consideration of comfort where

they are,"

So far as climate and soil are concerned, Ireland

; one of the favored spots of earth, but, to the best

f regions, calamities will sometimes come. Just

ow the island is threatened with a severe famine,

n account of a failure of crops, in fully three-

fourths of the country. Heavy rains, long contin-

ued, have beaten down the hay and rye crops, and

have rotted what had been cut. From the same

cause, the potatoes have failed to mature, and

what there are of half grown, half-rooted tubers,

are affected with a blight that renders them unfit

for food. From eating these diseased potatoes,

four persons have been attacked with acute choler-

atic symptoms, and one case has proved fatal.

Nothing short of a great deal of assistance will en-

able the poor to tide over the season. Unfortu-

nately, the rich land-owners are pressing the tillers

of the soil for the usual rents, and this cannot be

paid., for they have nothing wherewith to pay.

The Free Methodists, who, by the way
:
are a

very plain people, and much opposed to the world-

ly ways that are ruining most churches, recently

held a District Conference in Freeport, about twen-

ty-five miles north of the Mount. The Conference

had to deal with the organ question, as one of the

pastors had permitted an organ to be used in the

regular services in his church, and that, too, against

the wishes of the older and very pious members.

The pastor was suspended from the functions of

the ministry for six months, with the distinct un-

derstanding that he must make a proper acknowl-

edgment before being restored to his office. This

is a very summary way of dealing with preachers

who introduce innovations, and is one way of dis-

couraging offensive departures. The Free Metho-

dists are in accord with the Brethren, as well as the

New Testament, on the instrumental music ques-

tion in church, believing that, in the worship of

God, in the public assembly, we should sing with

the spirit and with the understanding, and not

with the organ. We commend them for their zeal,

as well as for their sound judgment, on this subject,

We only wish that all churches could see the pro-

priety of returning to the apostolic order, as well as

the apostolic spirit of worship, and then we would

have in our services more religious earnestness and

simplicity, and less display and ostentation.

What this world might have been, from a scien-

tific standpoint, without Mr. Edison, would be diffi

cult to tell. He is one of the men whose power is

felt in all civilized nations, though he is only about

fifty years old. He is, beyond question, the great-

est inventor the world has ever produced, and is

said to have taken out more patents than ever be-

fore taken out by any one person, the number at

this time being not far from eight hundred. It is a

mistake to presume that Mr. Edison accomplished

so much merely on account of his natural ability.

He is a hard-working man, and a very systematic

worker. He has the faculty of concentrating his

whole mind on a particular line of work, and hold-

ing it there for days. The greater part of his time

has been given to the consideration of electrical

subjects, and it is along this line that he has ac-

complished wonders, overcoming obstacles, and

solving problems that baffled the skill of the scien-

tific world. Mr. Ed'son started in life as a very

poor boy, without anything whatever in his favor,

and, by his own persistent efforts, has worked him-

self up until he has become the recognized head in

scientific circles. As an inventor, he his no equal,

But it is all the result of a persistent effort In mak-

;
ing the best possible use of all the faculties within

his reach. From a secular standpoint, his course

has been wise. We would that men were equally

wise, persistent and unyielding in religious matters.

There are yet wonders that may be accomplished in

the spiritual as well as the intellectual lines. In

the search for spiritual knowledge, neither t he

depth nor the height of the Bible has been reached.

And there are yet vast kingdoms to conquer for Je-

sus. There is no end to the work entrusted to the

earnest Christian man. In the spiritual circles,

there are chances of attaining to a greater proficien-

cy than that attained by Edison in the scientific

world, and that, too, to a more lasting purpose. In

the church we need more of these men of unabat-

ing energy, men who will give the cause of Christ

the best efforts of their lives, and know no surren-

A recent issue of the Christian Heta'd gives an

account of a distressing incident, with a moral that

should make a lasting impression: "A distressing

fatality occurred at Niagara Falls recently. A boat,; ?
containing three men was carried over the Horse-i 3

ihoe Falls, and all on board were lost. The boat* -~

vas noticed by people on both sides of the Falls, as! £
it floated slowly down the river below where such n

boats usually go. It was soon apparent that either g

the sail was not pulling with effect against the '£

stream, or else those in the boat knew little about -4.

sailing. The boat was nearer the Canadian shore,

and for that shore it seemed to be heading. When
the first reef and first line of breakers were met,

those in the boat seemed to recognize their peril,

for they got out their oars and pulled as hard as

they could. But they had gone too far on the

treacherous current, and as the boat plunged over

another reef, it capsized, and the three occupants

were thrown into the white-capped waters. They

were stout swimmers, and they struck out for dear

life. One of them nearly reached the shore, but

was drawn under, and carried o\er the falls after

his two companions. The broken boat was subse-

quently recovered, but the bodies have not yet

been found. The disaster was due to the party not

discovering their danger until too late. When they

did discover it, the current had them in its power,

and their strength, as rowers and swimmers, could

not save them. Many souls are lost in the same

way. The sinner believes he can stop in his career

of sin, and reform when he decides to do so; but

when he makes the effort, he finds that he has over-

estimated his power."

The people known as the Premillennialists, have

very decided views, concerning the second coming

of Christ. In a recent convention, held at Toccoa,

Ga, they gave expression to their faith in the fol-

lowing form:

.nly !

doctrine of our Lord's coming.

As we know that the prophecies of the Old Testament,
' Christ, were '

""

believe thai t

ding of Christ, were fulfilled

,aj, so we believe that the pr.

,nd of the New Testament,the Old Testam *...., .

his second coming, will be fulfilled in the same way.

"3. We believe that tbese'Scriptures clearly leach the per-

sonal, visible, and premillennial return of our Lord.

"4. We believe thai the present dispensation is not for the

conversion of the world, but elective, as clearly stated in the

Scriptures.

"5 The duty of the church, during the absence of her Lord,

is to" watch and pray, to work and wait, to go into all the

world, and preach the Gospel to every creature, and thus has-

ten his coming.

"6. We believe that the glorious results, following the com-

ing of Christ in the universal triumph of the Gospel, are to be

brought about by the power of the Holy Ghost, even as the

Word of God everywhere declare*.

"7. We believe that while the fact of our Lord's retam is

certain, the time thereof, is uncertain, according to his own
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r all who bate would love a

And all our loves were trui

fhe stars that swing above u

Would brighten in the blui

Ifc

And<
e! words

erys

Would hardly be worth while;

If purses would untighten,

To meet a brother's need,

The load we bear would licbten

Above the grave of greed.

If those who whine would whistle,

And those who languish laugh,

The rose would rout the thistle,

The grain outrun the chaff;

If hearts were only jolly,

If grieving were forgot,

And tears and melancholy

Were things that now a*e not-
Then love would kneel to duty,

And all the world would seem.
A bridal bower of beauty,

A dream within a dream.

uldc
And women cease to sigh,

And all be glad to bury
Whatever has to die.

If neighbor spake to neighbor,

As love demands of all.

The rust would eat the sabre,

The spear stay on the wall;

Then every day would glisten,

And every eye would shine,

And God would pause to lister

And life would be divine.

JolirlUolcH, Pa.

ONE SOLUTION.

Mission work is the fruitful theme of the present,
and well it may be The " problem " is, " How to
have the Gospel preached to all." There are three
branches of the work, as genera'ly considered:

1. Getting the right men to go.

2. Getting the money to send them.
3. Managing or directing the work.
The great amount of discussion these problems

give rise to, and the various solutions offered, seem
to have the effect of creating the impression that
mission work is something new among the Breth-
ren,—a duty which the church has just realized, and
every little while some one refers to the " half a
dozen (or more) ministers behind the table" at
certain places, and asks that some of them be sent
where they are needed, and apparently the minis-
ters are, some of them, sitting around, waiting for
the " Mission Board " to raise the money and " call
them."

Others, of the " idle force " (and oflen the most
aMe and prudent) are unwilling to leave the old
home, and take their children into new and perhaps
dangerous associations.

Of the former, it seems to me, that a "worker"
( ?) who hears no call till it comes from the Board,
(and backed by the cash), and who finds no work
till it is found for him, and he is taken out and set
at it, would not be much of a worker,—in fin', not
fit for the work.

As to the other class, it is not necessary fo'r all

to leave the old associations, and go out,—away
out,—under new and untried conditions, to find
mission work to do.

While the work of a Mission Board is compara-
tively recent among the Brethren, mission work is

not. Indeed, I question if we have today the
manifestation of as geat a missionary spirit as that
which actuated the old brethren who traveled not
by rail, but in wagons, on horseback, and on foot,
who labored with their own hands like Pa'jl, that
they might be chargeable to none, and whose mon-
uments stand to-day in the churches which they es-
tablished all around them,

The duty which the church awoke to, was that of
the laity to milt. Then the General and District
Boards were organiz-d nri to supersede or take the
place of these true "home mission" workers, but
to reach the work that they alone could not. There
arc points, or fields, that the minister, unaided, tan-
not occupy, without overtaxing himself, and he
must " provide for his own." 1 Tim. 5: 8.

Let the laity contribute and help the Mission
Board to send a worker there, but, in the meantime,
there is no reason for any one of the "six," or
"ten," or "fifteen " (if able-bodied and possessed
of a horse) to wait for a call from "the Board."
The call of the Master, " Go ye into all the world,"
means Asia Minor, India, the Western States, and
the Southern States, but it also means the County

:xt to you, and the other end of your own Coun-
ty.

The expense of this kind of mission work is the
lightest of any, and a man fit for the work will not
wait for a "call " and "per diem," but do what he

A NARROW ESCAPE.

ANTHONY.

" Then e and death."— 1 Sam,

CAN.

How many of those who next Sunday will "
sit

behind the table where they are not needed," ars

there, who, by giving halfa day's tint; Saturday ev-

I
ening, and using a little horseflesh, can place them-
selves where they are needed?
Here is a problem we will not attempt to solve:
If the " five " or " ten " have not zeal or courage

enough to do this, how many missionary sermons
will they have to preach to get the church " waked
up," to send some one else to this or a similar
field?

Now I know there are a great many faithful
brethren who would gladly do something, and who
see the great need of work right around them, but
their hearts fail them because the field has no ap-
pearance of being " white for the harvest."
They "see no chance of doing anything among

uch people," and, Jonah-like, seek to evade duty.
Perhaps most of these give toward sending some

! to more distant fields, ard little realize that
se meet the same discouragements, and are
:n heartsick and weary from seeing the whole
Id lying in wickedness.

I have thought much on this disposition, and had
considerable experience also, and I have concluded
that it a>ises partly from a lack of faith, and partly
from not having a full conception of the object of
preaching Ihe Word.

Full, implicit faith takes hold of his Word. See
Isa. 55- 11. "So shall my word be, . . . it shall
not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish
that which I please."

Do we believe that? If so, "he that ploweth
should plow in hope." 1 Cof 9: 10. Before a field

is ready for the harvest, we must first plow, plant,
and cultivate. What matter though you but plow
and sow the seed, and another reap? What matter
though the harvest be delayed, and you pass over
and never see it? God sees, and he has said of the
faithful: "Their works do follow them."
The object of preaching the Word is not only to

save people, but, if they continue in sin, that they
may be left without excuse for sin. See John 15;
22. Though we may not save others, yet we must
warn them to save ourselves. " I have made thee
a watchman When I say to the wicked,
Thou shalt surely die: and thou givest him not
warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from his
wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked man
shall die in his iniquity: but his blood will I require
at thine hand." Ezek. 3: 1;, 18, 19.

The plowing, sowing and cultivating, or watering,
are Gospel preparations, and prerequisites for the
harvest, and any of the ten or fifteen, though he
have but one talent, may, and should, take courage
and go.

Lose (?) a little time! Use a little horseflesh!
Prackthe Wora! The laity will catch tnc »p,n,,
and solve the money raising for distant fields, and
also for helping the faithful sower, or some one else,
to harvest the near-by fields. "These (near-by)
things ought ye to have done, and not left the oth-
er (distant fields) undone,"

Post, Mt>,

shcitld corr

elves

for home.

step between 1

There are times in our lives when our sou',
touched with the full significance of the "g uir u

id powerful " Word of God.
On th» night of Sept. I I was made to reali,
mething of the truth of the above statement,

in
e following event:

Immediately after the close of the Sunday school
eettng of the Western District of Pennsylvania

which was held in the Walnut Grove church, »,'

Johnstown, I accompanied brethren Carman c
Johnson and Frank L. Myers to the home of Bro
S. S Blough, at which place our team was waiting
for a three-mile drive to the home of Bro. Myers
As the sky was thick with clouds, and not without'
frequent flashes of lightning and heavy peals ol
thunder, one of our company remarked that he be-
lieved it would rain b-fore we could reach home.
In order to be sheltered from the rain, in case it

:, we put on the side curtains, provided
'ith a rubber spread, and then started
We had not driven very far down the

street, until the brother's remark, concerning the
rain, was fulfilled, for the rain came down in tor-

rents. However, the warring of the elements, and
the down- pour of rain, did not prevent us from en-
gaging in a pleasant conversation upon the merits
of our good meeting. But alas! In a moment
quicker than we could speak the word, a charge of
lightning, resembling a river of fire, streamed oul
from the dark heavens, and, with a terrific crash,
gored the street at no greater distance, we judged,'

lundred and fifty feet to our front. Wt
pletely dazed by the brilliancy of the

,
had it not been for the same effect,

which, we supposed, it had on our horse, perhaps a

naway would have ensued. As luck would have
it, our horse only made a few charges in his bewil-
derment, and, by tightly drawn lines, came to a

standstill by the side of the street. Had we hap-
pened along a minute earlier, perhaps all three of
us would have become victims of the deadly flash.

Surely the Lord directed our steps! Prov. 16: 9.
After this wonderful experience, we concluded

uld remain in town for the night, and re-

journey to the home of Bro. Myers
n the country) the next day.

it impressed me with the blessedness of

life, and the thought of being prepared
to meet death when it comes. I thought how true

words, •' There is but a step between me
and death," I was taught by this experience some-
thing of the infinity of God, and I have resolved
from henceforth to live more and more consecrated
to the service of the blessed Christ.

Eldtrton, Pa.

THE DEVIL -HIS ORIGIN, WORK AND END.

BY A, HUTCHISON.

that 1

(which it

This ei

a Christi:

In Three Parts

—

Part Three.—His End.

In this article I propose showing some of the
work of the beast and false prophet, as well as that
of the devil. The devil, or dragon, has given his

power, etc., over to the beast for the present, and
therefore the beast is made the more prominent
now. Rev. 13: 2, says, " And the beast which I saw
was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the

feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a

: and the dragon gave him his power, and his

seat, and great authority."

This tells us plainly whence the beast obtains his

power, and he will continue his work until he brings
up his army in battle array against Christ and his

army. Rev. 16: 13, 14 says: "And I saw three, un-
clean spirits, like fiogs, come out of the mouth of
the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and
out of the mouth of the false prophet. For they
are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go
forth unto the kings of the rarth, and of the whole
world, to gather them to the battle of that great
day of God Almighty,"
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NjW we will note what is said of that battle

Rev. 19' I! says, "And I saw heaven opened, and

behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was

called faithful and true, and in righteousness he

dothjLidge and mak<: war." Verse 14, "And tne

armies which were in heaven, followed him upon

white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and

clean."

Here we have the army on one side, and the nine-

teenth and twentieth verses tell us of the other side:

"And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth,

and their armies, gathered together to make war

against him that sat on the horse, and against his

army. And the beast was taken, and with him the

false prophet that wrought miracles before him

with which he deceived them that had received the

mark of the beast, and them that worshiped his

image. These both were cast alive into a lake of

fire burning with brimstone. [This is the end of

them.] The remnant were slain with the sword of

him that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded

out of his mouth: and all the fowls were filled with

their flesh."

This tells us what became of their army. This is

the battle which will be fought when Christ comes

to make up his jewels. Then will Dan. 7: 18 be

fulfilled, which says, " But the saints of the Most

High shall take the kingdom, and possess the king-

dom forever, even for ever and ever."

Next we will notice the devil's army, with the

end thereof. At the time when the beast is cast in-

to the lake of fire, the devil is bound, etc. Rev. 20:

i, 2, says, " And I saw an angel come down from

heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a

great chain in his hand. And he laid hold on the

dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and

Satan, and bound him a thousand years,"

Here he has to remain until the thousand years

are fulfilled. See Rev. 20: 7-9. "And when the

thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed

out of his prison, and shall go out to deceive the

nations which are in the four quarters of the earth,

Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle;

the number of whom is as the sand of the sen.

And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and

compassed the camp of the saints about, and the

beloved city; and fire came down from God out of

heaven, and devoured them."

This shows what become^ of the devil's army.

Now for the finishing up of the devil himself: " And
the devil that deceived them was cast into the 1;

of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false

prophet are, and shall bs tormented day and night,

for ever and ever." Rev. 20: 9.

The time of the destruction of the beast's army,

and that of the devil, is over one thousand years

apart. The first will be when Christ comes

reign, and the second, at the end of the little

son, which will follow the thousand years' reig

Christ with his saints.

McPherson, Kans.

FROM COLORADO.

BY NANCY D. UNDERHILL.

We wish to commend very highly Sister Hoff's

article, " The Needs of our Cities," to the consider-

ation of our Brethren. Our Lord did much of his

work in the cities, so did the apostles and early

Christian". The great commission includes the cit-

ies. There are more people in the cities than in

the rural districts. Their need of the Gospel is

just as great as ours,—if possible even greater, for

the snares laid for their feet are mare numerous,

and the opportunity for communion with God is

less. Moreover, there are many precious so"ls in

the cities, who hunger and thirst for the pure Gos-

pel of Christ, and know not where to find it.

There are thousands who loathe the worldly dis-

play of popular organizations, and long for the so

ciety of a plain people,

All that Sister Ho£f has written, in regard to city

work, is true. Let our zealous, young members

reread and carefully consider this article in Gospel

Messenger No. 3;, current vclume, page s 8 3- Bv

"young members" we mean those whose hearts

have not grown old, as well as the lambs of the

flock.

After Bro. Studebaker left us, to struggle on a

whiie, in our weakness (for we feel very weak and
in great need of-Christian fellowship), we resolved

to improve every opportunity to walk with the Sav-

ior in lonely places, among these great and beauti-

ful mountains, relying upon him alone for strength,

not knowing how great blessings he had in store for

us. Ere lpng a brother came to us lrom Ft. Scott,

Kans., being directed hither by his wise mother-in-

law, who said, " Be sure and go to see Sister Under-
bill."

Bless her dear soult What a comfort that visit

was to usl By his gentle Christ-like ways, he soon
won a home in all our hearts. Then we found that

we should be permitted to visit Grand Junction

(nearly three hundred miles distant), where our

Brethren were to have a love feast during our stay.

As this was the first opportunity of the kind, since

five years ago; and the very first for the lambs re-

cently baptized, perhaps some of you can imagine

what a feast to our souls it was. As soon as we
boarded the train at Canon City, Sept. 6, a gentle-

man came to our side, to inquire the writer's name.
It was Bro. Geo. Long, one of our most efficient

and tireless workers in Denver. If there ever was
a time when we were ashamed of the plain bonnet,

it was not then. If there was once a time when we
began to think that a plain hat would do just as

well, I am glad that time has passed. We do not

meet a brother or sister sometimes for months to-

gether. Then, when we do meet one, it is a great

pleasure to be able to recognize each other, Somt

of our dear brethren do not wear the " plain " clolh

ing,—though their clothes are not foolishly fash-

ioned, as are those of the gentler sex, who folli

after the world. Their clothes are plain, but not

made according to the regular order of the Broth-

erhood. We love them just as dearly, yet it would

be a pleasure to us to be able to recognize them al-

ways, everywhere,—not only we, but all men.

As we sped along our way, among great moun-
tains, gulches, canons, and passes (having first

committed ourselves to the care of our Heavenly
Father), our brother, who accompanied us, was

seen with a very old fashioned book open in his

hand. Now we usually see novels and daily news-

papers in a railway car. Any one who will so far

digress from the universal custom of the world, is

very apt to be spotted at once,

A few of us entered into pleasant conversation

concerning some of the things that old-fashioned

Book tells about. After our brother left the car, a

gentleman near by, whom we had never seen before,

remarked, with a happy smile, "That young man
across the aisle does not refuse to let his colors be

seen, does he? Anyone would know what sort he

Can any one guess how good it made us feel, to

hear this testimony from a stranger, in such a

place, concerning the Christian character of our

friend and brother! "Ye are the light of the

world: Let your light so shine before men."

Ah, dear reader, may we never be ashamed of

that blessed Word, which designates those who

have and keep it, as " the children of light! " " Ye
shall be witnesses unto me, both in Jerusalem and

in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the utter-

most parts of the earth." These were the very last

words of our dear Savior, before" he left this earth.

Even while he was speaking, he was taken up.

How precious those words should be to us! How
grand, yes, glorious, that we should be accounted

worthy to be witnesses unto the King of kings.

Ah, can we ever so far forget his great mercy to us,

as to wish to hide that precious light beneath a

fashionable, worldly apparel! 'Tis the greatest

honor that can be bestowed upon us, that we

should be " living epistles, known and read of all

men." Thus our hearts are glad when we are per-

mitted to meet those who shine as the beautiful

stars—who can not hide their pure light.

We were mercifully preserved to reach the place

of our destination, where, we beheld many very

beautiful things. We saw the Governor of the

State, and heard him speak. We saw and heard

Judge Bell, Senator Teller, and an eloquent clocu-

ist from California, but the most beautiful

thing that our eyes beheld, was a little gruup of

humble Christians, assembled to show forth the

humility and suffering of our dear Lord till he
comes again. Among the sixteen members who
surrounded the Lord's table, were three precious

little lambs. Oh, what a joy to see the little inno-

cent children thus early serving the good Master!

Upon their shoulders must rest the yoke of carrying

the Gospel to the ends of the earth, only a few

years hence. May we give them every encourage-

ment to enter the fold and engage in active service,

while they are young and tender.

We visited our parents and other dear ones in the

flesh, and returned home by a different and most
picturesque route, the grandeur and magnificence

of which no tongue can tell,—no pen portray. But
the most beautiful sight we have ever beheld on

earth, is a precious, redeemed soul, made pure and

clean in the image of the living God. The sweetest

music that ever greets our ears, is the voice of one
through whom Christ speaks,—one in whom Jesus

dwells and reigns supreme. We need many such

embassadors in the great West. Those who have

the qualifications of Matt. 10: 16,—such we com-
mend and pray for.

Canon City, Colo.

WORKINC1 FOR JESUS.

BY C. H. BALSBAUGH,

To Bro. Fiank C. Myers, of California;—

When the Holy Ghost takes possession of us,

our hearts expand to the utmost limits of the earth,

and we burn with desire to make the glory of the

cross known to every soul under heaven. When
Christ was confined to the carpenter-shop, at Naz-

areth, his great heart was hungering for the salva-

tion of the whole world. His personal ministry

was confined to the narrow section of Palestine.

But he lived and died for all mankind.

You may never go among the distant heathen, or

have means to send any one else. But you can do

two things: You can be a beautiful, winsome Chris-

tian in your limited sphere, and attract attention

by your heavenly deportment; and you can pray

day and night with importunate supplications that

the Holy Ghost may come with power into the

church, and quicken us all into greater energy and

sacrifice in the mighty mission of evangelizing the

world. 1

There are thousands in the church who daily

pray, " Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done in

earth as it is done in heaven," who never give a

penny, nor make any effort, nor cherish any desire

to have their prayer fulfilled. What awful self de-

lusion! Christ's only business was the salvation of

man; and " if we have not the spirit of Christ, we
are none of his." Rom. 8: 9. Yours is not the on-

ly heart in the Brotherhood, weeping and yearning

for larger opportunity in the glorious work of hu-

man redemption. I know, by my correspondence,

that there are thousands of hearts bursting and

bleeding with pity for the lost, and sympathy with

Jesus in his sacrifice and intercession for the rescue

of hell-doomed immortals.

No one is worthy the name of Christian, who has

neither prayer nor concern nor effort for the lost.

"How dwelleth the love of God in such a soul?"

1 John 3: 17, What is great enough in its moral is-

sues, to enlist all the resources of the triune Jeho-

vah, ought surely to be of sufficient magnitude to

engage all the powers of body, soul, and spirit, of

every member of Christ's body.

Let no one charge me with extravagance when I

say, that, as a Fraternity, we are not half awake to

the transcendent solemnity and glory of our mis-

sion. Thank God, there are not a few temples of

the Holy Ghost on earth; but Belial has many de-

votees.

The Pentecostal fire has been extinguished in

many hearts, and many do we meet who practically



do not know whether there be any Holy Ghost.

To all who know that they have received an "unc-

tion from the Holy One," I would earnestly say,

Wrestle mightily with God, that the entire church

may be flooded with the love that counts all things

but dung for the excellency of Christ Jesus our

Lord. Philpp. 3:8,9.

The love that voluntarily and eagerly leaves the

glory of heaven, and hangs on the cross to bleed

and die for sinners, is ready for Chicago, Brooklyn,

Baltimore, Washington, San Francisco, and "the

uttermost part of the earth" to bear the glad tid

ings of salvation. The motto of the consecrated

soul is, "Neither count I my hfe dear u*to myself.'

Acts 124.

Half-hearted and dead-hearted professors may

call this fanaticism; mammon-worshipers may re-

sent it as an unjustifiable appeal to their purses; ag

nostics in and out of the church may laugh it to

scorn as rampant folly; it is the supreme thing on

which the eternal God has set his great, loving

heart, and which he asks us to help him accom-

plish. All else, however essential, is subsidiary.

"First the Kingdom of God." That includes all

humanity needs for its highest perfection in time

and eternity. Our mission, our aim, our help, our

reward,— all divine, glorious, wonderful, past find-

ing out. Who, that has a true apprehension of the

high calling of God in Christ Jesus, would not work

for such a Master, and share in the glorious result?

"Blindness has in part happened unto Israel."

Let us all pray for a full-r realization of 2 Cor.

3: i8, and 4: 6. We may rest assured that John 5:

17 means every true disciple of Jesus. Eternity

will verify that the Divine Love did not outstrip

the Divine Wisdom in his infinite expenditure for

the redemption of man. But we underrate the di-

vine estimate of the human soul, and overrate the

value of "things seen and temporal." God cannot

furnish us with higher motives to faith and effort

and sacrifice and hope than he has given us in the

crucifixion of his dear Son.

" Looking unto Jesus" is the great magnet that

overpowers all the attractions of the world and a'l

the legions of hell. Tiure is such a thing as being
" filled with all the fullness of God." Eph. 3: 19.

It is meant for every believer. Then will the beau-

tiful units and glorious energy of Eph. 4: 16 be at-

tained. Then we can and will do the work God
ha? commanded us, individually and corporately.

Then shall Jesus see of;the travail of his soul, and

shall be satisfied. Isa. 53: II.

Thanks for your stamps. Thereby you enabled

me to send messages of encouragement to scores of

hungry, fainting souls.^Heb. 13: »6,

Union Deposit, Pa.

QUILTY OF THE BODY AND BLOOD.

Paul, in 1 Cor. 11, after correcting some errors

into which the Corinthians had fallen, and criti

cising the spirit in which they came together to

eat the Lord's Supper, tells them that, in partak-

ing of the bread and wine, they are showing forth

the Lord's death till he come. Consulting Web-
ster, we find that 'to show forth " means to pub-

lish or proclaim By eating and drinking we pub-

lish the fact that Christ died, and that we have
been born again and have within us the life or

spirit that comes from partaking of that broken
body. He died that we might have life, and by
eating we show we have that life he died to give.

Now, if we eat and drink unworthily, we shall

be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord.
What makes us unworthy, and how does it make
us guilty of his body and blood r

If we are supposed to have his Spirit, as partak-

ing of the bread and wine would testify, and have
not been showing it, we are unworthy. We must
examine ourselves to see if our affections are

right, for out of the heart are the issues ot lite.

In this examination do we find that when we are

wronged, or fancy we are, that it affords us more
satisfaction to give the offender a " piece of our

mind," treat him with scorn and unkindness, or,

perhaps, do him an injury in return, than it would

to go to him in a spirit of meekness, and kindly

talk it over with him or return good for evil,

whether we think it would produce a reconciliation

or not? Perchance we might win him to Christ.

Do we find we have not love enough in our

hearts, to be willing to sacrifice the satisfaction of

giving vent to our impatience and ill humor over

the little aggravating things of every-day life, that

we may show the patient, gentle, loving spirit of

Christ to those around us?

Do we take more pleasure in hoarding our earn-

ings and increasing our wealth, than in giving to

the Lord's cause, in order to see it prosper?

Do we take more pleasu>e in the levity and fool-

ish pleasures of the world, than in the things of

the Spirit?

Do we take more pleasure in adorning the outer,

than the inner being?

Do we find more satisfaction in doing the oppo-

site of what Christ has commanded in anything,

or in leaving any unnoticed?

If we do, we are injuring Christ's cause with

every one to whom we show that spirit, to the ex-

tent of our influence over him. When we eat and
drink, and show such a spirit, it would seem to

others there is no power in Christ's death to make
us better, as we are no better than they are, or

even as good. So we are using his death in vain

for ourselves, and making it of none effect to them;

we are guilty of his crucifixion instead of following

him to the crucifying of our evil propensities, that

he might live in our hearts, and the hearts of

others.

Startling thought, that we, in permitting our

evil passion to lve, are killing the Lord! Better

make no profession than to do that. Could we
realize this more fully, surely our love for him
would rise up and slay these, his enemies, and

bring us humbly penitent at his feet, imploring

pardon for permitting them to live so long. We
would ask strength for the battle in the future,

and search well to do his will in everything,

It is because so many do not see this, that so

many are weak and sickly in their Christian living,

and many are asleep or dead to the Christ-life.

Surely, if they could see that if the death, which
is typified by the bread and wine, of which they

partake, is not made life in them, and that they

are guilty of that death because they do not see,

they would throw off their sickly, half-hearted

lethargy.

If we would search out our own short- comings
and crucify our wrong inclinations, the Lord would
not have to chasten us to remind us that there is

something wrong in our lives, and cause us to

search it out.

He does this that we may not be condemned
with the world, for he loves us.

Then, before we go to the Lord's table, let us

turn the Gospel light upon our hearts, and see

what our lives really are, Let us repent of any-

thing wrong and partake of those precious emblems,
determined that our lives shall show that his death

We live of that which we eat, and that which we
eat must die before we derive life from it. Christ

must die before we could partake of his body and
blood, and derive life from it. When Christians

live the life which, comes from partaking of that

life which we get through the death we show forth,

then will Christ's death draw all men unto him
through his church.

Haven, N, Dak.

Oct. 9. itgj,

A BLESSED PRIVILEQE.

Business having called me to New York City on
Saturday, Sept. II, I decided to combine it with
pleasure by taking the Brooklyn Bridge car at 5:15,

to get away from the busy streets of New York life

to the quiet, peaceful home and mission of the
Brethren, on 168 Fifty-second Street, Brooklyn,

This mission is in charge of Sister Alice Boone
assisted by Sister Lizzie Grater, Bro. Will-am Ut 2

and Bro. Flohr.

On Sunday morning the services consisted of

Sunday school; superintended by Sister Boone and
Bro. Utz. Sister Boone give a very interesting talk

and illustrated to us how all sin may be removed
from our hearts.

Bro Hope, who has been laboring in the city for

some time, followed with a very interesting, soul-

At three P. M. we attended a street meeting near

New York B*y, conducted by Bro. Hope and Sis-

ters Boone and Grater. Excellent order prevailed,

and we are forced to believe, by the honors con-

ferred by the people upon these servants of the liv-

ing God, that a great monument is being erected,

consisting of faith, patience, self-sacrifice and love

which will tower when all else will perish.

You, who are looking for profitable investments,

come to the aid of this great enterprise, which will

give you a recompense of a hundredfold now, and

assure for you eternal life.

" There was a man and some did count him mad;
The more he cast away the more he had."

This riddle is thus solved:

May God help us to accumulate, but let it not be

our chief object! Let the object be rather to

strengthen, preserve and improve the mind and

soul.

May we give liberally, for the liberal soul shall be

made fat. Let us not be as Mammon, who, Milton

says, could not look up, though in heaven, so fas-

tened were his eyes on the golden pavements.

-3-THE + SUNDAY * SCHOOL-^

LESSON LIGHT-FLASHES.

Paul Before the Roman Governor.—Acts 24: 10-25.

Lesson for October iy.

Between this lesson and the last one, we have

Paul taken out of Jerusalem, privily by night, to

frustrate the plans of wicked men, who had bound

themselves together with an oath, that they would

neither eat nor sleep until they had killed Paul.

They felt very certain of accomplishing their pur-

pose. But the Lord's wisdom is much greater

than that of men. So, while they were waiting

and resting on their plans, he was graciously

rescued from the net that was set for him, and

taken over to Ca^area, that he might there have

a hearing before a Roman Governor.

After his arrival at this place, he was held as a

prisoner, awaiting the arrival of his accusers, and

the pleasure of the chief priests and the gov-

What happened during this time we are not

told, but we know that he was not idle, if it were

possible for him to do anything for the Master.

After five days, we are told, the opportunity

came for him to have a hearing. His accusers

were brought face to face with him, and the ac-

cusations were made by one, named Tertullus, be-

cause he was an orator,—a fine talker,—the kind

of men who are trained to make large accusations

out of very small things, and these often void of

facts. But in this case he had to face an oppo-

nent that could more than measure steel with steel.

In addition to natural and carefully developed

powers he had the presence and power of the

Spirit. Men thus equipped are said to be bold as

a lion. The love of Christ in the heart casts away

a'l fear*, and we can readily understand this, when

we understand the relation that exists between the

Lord and his child.

Paul understood it because he knew in whom he

believed, He did not wait to see, He believed

and saw afterwards. We don't understand so

fully because we only half believe, when the sun

shines and nature smiles,
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God'!

A'ter Tertullus had finished his false accu-

sations, the Jews, standing by as witnesses, " al-

so assented, saying that these things were so."

This must have looked very bad on Paul's side.

For a great orator to maWe a long string of accu-

sations against a man, and then have it affirmed by

a great array of witnesses, would look almost like

a condemnation, before the judge had time to

give his verdict. Had we been the culprit, in-

stead of Paul, the case might have gone different,—

not necessarily so, because it is within the pro-

vince of every child of God to stand up boldly as

a wi'ness for the truth, That is all it meant in

this case. Paul was bold because of his conscious-

ness of being right, and in believing that in the

right he would be sustained. This is the great les-

son we wish to learn. It is the lesson for the day,—

for the Sunday school teacher, for the child.

Paul was glad for the opportunity of witnessing

for the Truth, and especially, that he had the

honor to witness for the Lord Jesus Christ. He

was glad, too, because the one before whom he

was called to make a defense, was a man that was

ahle to judge fairly in the case. Among the things

that we have cause to be grateful for is, that we

have men in the world who fill responsible posi-

tions, that are not only well qualified to fill the

positions they hold, but are disposed to be fair and

honest.

"Then Pa"l, after the Governor had beckoned

unto him to speak, answered: Forasmuch as I know

that thou hast been of many years a judge unto

this nation, I do the more cheerfully answer for

myself." Alongside of this falsifying on

his equally false witnesses, these two me

and Felix,—stand out as men to be adm

iruthful man is. truly, the noblest thing i

creation, and yet it is a something that we can

all be. Every Christian should be strictly truthful.

This, of course, includes all Sunday school teach-

ers and workers. They should be so,—they must

be so, if our children, who are placed under their

care, are to be taught to be truthful. Paul was a

truthful teacher, and it was because of this that

his defense had such marked effect on the mind

of this governor. It is sharp»r than the two-edged

sword, piercing to the dividing asunder of soul

and spirit,— a discerner of the secret things of the

head. It was because of this power that Felix

was made to tremble. Why was he not made to

tremble under the oratorical powers of Tertullus?

It was because his reasoning was not of righteous-

ness, of temperance and of judgment to come.

Truth always has been a power in the world.

It is eloquence of itself. Whether it came from

the aged father, accentuated with mutterings and

tremblings, or the middle-aged man, as he stands

up in the integrity of his soul, or even the little

child, which lisps its words so confidingly, there is

no room left for doubting its genuineness.

Such eloquence is a heritage that is open and

free for all. Will we have it? Do we want it?

We should. Nothing but the religion of Jesus

Christ will give it to us. Get this and we have

all that we need for time and for eternity,—not

and evermore. If we do not get it, it will be be

cause we do like Felix,—say, " Go thy way foi

this time; when I have a convenient season I will

call for thee
"

No greater mistake can be made than this. The

convenient season for the best tWng in the world

is always 'ow What can a man give in exchi

for his soul? Is there anything? If not, then

it is the best thing in the world for you, and,

therefore, in the getting of it, nothing can stand

in the way. If anything does, it shows plainly

that, in your estimation, there is something more

precious. How is it? Why is it? Can you an-

"I expect to pass througir.this jworld

If, therefore, there be any. kindness^IfCan

any good'thing I?can;dolto"any fellow h

ing, let me do it now. Let me not defer t

it, for I will not pass this way again."

WHY NOT HAVE AN EVEROREEN SUNDAY SCHOOL?

ADAL1N1- PORTER.

"

pon to decide this question,

important question may be

i necessary to examine care-

Wb are not called u

but, in order that any

properly answered, it i

fully every part of it,

Notice the two phases, — "Why not?" "Why
have? " Let us look at the reasons for not having

an evergreen Sunday school.

1. " The days are too short in winter."

Now think about it. Are the Sundays shorter

than other davs? Through the week the days arc

sufficiently long to get all the necessary work done,

and get the children ready for day school, and

that, too, by 8: 30. Every effort is put forth by

parents to get the children to school in time,

kfast is over, if not the morning work all done,

and all are in school by 9 o'clock. This is right,

and we are glad that there are so many parents

faithful in performing this duty.

Now, dear parents, if this can be done for five

days in the week, do you not think it could as

easily be done on Sunday, and then, by another

effort, get ready yourselves and go with y

dren to attend God's service?

2. Another objection is, " The weather is too

cold for the children to go to Sunday school."

There are some days in winter when it would be

too cold and stormy for people to go to Sunday

school, and there may be miny days when it is

mall children to be out. When
ne older member of the family

must stay at home with them. But if it is not too

cold for children to attend day school in winter,

why is it too cold to go to Sunday school? Do
you not, in bad weather, get ready your team and

your children to school? Do you not go

in the evening, to bring them home?

an be done on your work-days, in order that

- chil

too cold for very

645

we put into it, the better. If a congregation has

never continued through the winter, try it once.

It is better than the old way. Habit never makes

right with the Christian, but principles faithfully

followed bring the applaudit, " Well done."

ive now considered five objections to an

evergreen Sunday school. If there are others we
believe they can be considered in these.

The Sunday school is a power for good, when
properly conducted. My dear brother and sister,

you long to see your sons and daughters become

noble men and women in Christ. You are com-

manded to bring up your children in the nurture

and admonition of the Lord, Can you keep your

family at home and, at the same time, obey him

who said, " Neglect not the assembling of your-

selves together?" Only a few years and the

primary classes of to day will be the teachers in

the Sunday school of tomorrow. They will be

the ministers, deacons and superintendents. The
old veterans of the cross will soon pass to their

long home, and the great responsibility of the

church will rest upon their children.

As they have been taught we may expect them

to teach. How important, then, that we improve

every opportunity for instructing the children

aright!

We need every Sunday in the year for Bible

study. Let Satan hav« no time for sowing tares,

Fathers and mothers, if you do not have an ever-

green Sunday school in your congregation, ask

God to help you have such a one hereafter. Work
earnestly to get every one interested, Dj not

be discouraged, for heaven will smile upon your

efforts, and God will crown you with success.

Burr Oak, Ka»s.

your children may becc

affairs, should any one,

spiritual growth, for Jes

to get ready the team o

to a school to learn of J

home? No! Emphatically No
the school of Christ! Be daily

growth 1

ducated in sec

any one think it for

sake, a task too great

, to take the children

1, and then take them

Take them to

about their

1 the Lord!

: to the children

grace, their nurture i

can teach the Bibl

Yes, but how many of you do that faithfully

every Sunday, through the winter? Many seem

to be unable to give proper instruction, not being

Christians.

Few parents have regular hours for instruction,

consequently this duty is seldom performed.

Many older children would not be taught at home,

who, by the influence of those attending the Sun-

day school, might be constrained to go thither

themselves, and there become acquainted with

God, in his own house.

4.
" Better close in the fall than let the school

Certainly! We say so too, but better still, neith-

er close nor let it die. Satan does not let his

schools die in winter. His saloons are always

open. His followers learn to cheat, steal, play

cards, and gamble the year round. Suppose we

let him have the winter Sundays, and see how

much he would gain in a single year! He is never

idle and the winter Sundays would be joyful times

for him. Some one says, " Keep the children at

home on Sundays." Ah, yes, but will they always

remain there? As they grow to manhood and

womanhood, they seek society, and if not found

in Sunday school, they go elsewhere.

5.
" We have always closed in the fall, and why

begin anything new? "

Upon the same principle a sinner might always

remain so, because he is in the habit of being

or a sister might continue in half-hearted service

when the Lord demands the whole heart. If a

Sunday school is a good thing, the more power

* Riad al the Ministerial Meeting held al Donaoce, Kaos
,

May 6.

SERMON OUTEINE.

THE FOUNDATION OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION.

Text; "For other foundation can no man lay than that is

laid, which is Jesus Christ."— i Cor. 3: 11.

I. All religions must have a foundation,

1. Mohammed, the foundation of Mohammedanism.

2, Joseph Smith, the foundation of Mormonism,

II. But Jesus Christ, the foundation of the Christian re-

ligion.

1. Divinely' laid foundation.

2. Eternal foundation

3. To preach Jesus Christ and his teachings, is to lay the

foundation in the hearts of the people.

4. Paul, as a wise master builder, laid the foundation by

preaching Christ.

5. Christianity rests on fixed principles, and these princi-

ples rest on Christ.

6. The foundation a necessity.

7. Iti metes and bounds take in all the Gospel.

III. Its object is

r. New kingdom.

2. For a

. The;
IV. To the church Jei

1. The foundatioi

2. Chief corners!.

3 King.

4. Lawgiver,

5, Shepherd.

6, Bishop.

7. Elder brother.

OUR PRAYER MEETINGS

READINESS FOR EVERY GOOD WORK.

For Thursday Evening, Oct. 14..

I. Characteristic

1. They benefit n

2. They build up

It. How W* Shoul

1. Gladly.

2. Promptly.

3. Perseveringly.

III. Why Good Wo

of Good Works.

1 temporally.

s Essential.

Christianity embodies them.

Christ'* example enjoins them

Our personal needs require thera.

FuIutc reward follows them.
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The teacher

CIRCLE NOTES.

BY JAMBS M NEFF.

Bro W. D Fisher writes from Baltic, Ohio, that

he has finished the secjnd year's work of the Circle

course, and is highly pleased with the result. He
says: " It is truly wonderful what an effect the read-

ing of books, written by those, who have the salva-

tion of souls at heart, will produce. I heartily

recommend the Circle to every church worker,"

When we read, we bring our minds into contact

with the mind of the writer, and if his thoughts are

pure and sublime, they are likely to inspire similar

thoughts in us. John M. Gregory, in his little work,
" The Seven Laws of Teaching," the eighth book of

our O'rcle course, gives ten rules for teachers, and
under one of these he says: "Do not deny yourself

the help of good books on the subject of the les-

sons. Buy, borrow, or beg, if necessary, but get
the help of the best scholars and thinkers, enough,

r own thoughts going; but do not

and original thinking,"

ist get before he can give, and
hence he will always do well to observe Dr.

Gregory's rule, as quoted; but the same principle

may admit of a more general application. In order
to think the best thoughts on any subject, we
should read the best books and consult the best
minds.

Our Secretary tells of one sister who sent stamps
to pay postage on five copies of " Do Not Say," to
be mailed to those who she thought would be bene-
fited by reading the book. I have been thinking
that if there are still any of our dear brethren, who
do not think favorably of mission work, good could
be done by having a copy of this little book mailed
to them. There may be in it some arguments they
never before thought of; and, of course, if we are
honest, all we require is to be convinced, Remem-
ber that a copy of this book will be sent to any one
who has not read it, upon receipt of a two cent
stamp to pay postage. Send your orders to Edith
R. Newcomer, Waynesboro, Pa.

Below we gve another list of

777. Mrs. J. D. Killhefifer 2144 Warnock, Pa
778, Eva Senseman Lanark, 111

770, Howard Fasnacht Conway Springs, Kans
780, John O. Streeter Oct.-wia, Nebr
781, Clarence Overholtzer Covioa, Cal
782, J. Overholtzer Lordsburg! Cal
;83, W. C. Hanawalt Huotmgdon, Pa

784, Myra Forney Lanark, 111

785, Alice M. Stitzel Lanark, 111

786, Sarah E. Trout Lanark, 111

787, Amanda Myers Lanark, 111

788, Effie Meyers Lanark. Ill

780, Mrs. P. F. Eckerle Lanark. Ill

790, Laura Johnson Lanark, 111

791, Harvey H. Berkley Elton, Pa

C. K. Burkbolder Octavia, Nebr

We are glad to see the membership of the Circle

so nearly approaching Soo, and we hope that our

Local Secretaries and other members will redouble

their efforts to secure new members, now that the

long evenings of winter are again approaching, that

many may be bkssed in pursuing this work, and

that our membership may soon reach the thousand

mark. If each will do a little, much will be accom-

plished. If you can distribute, to advantage, any
printed matter, giving informatidn as to how to be-

come a member of the Circle, write sister New-
comer, and she will send you all you can use. It

would be well for every member of the Circle to

keep a few circulars at hand, to use whenever
portunity offers, Send for some to-day.

Fruitdale, Ala.

CRUELTY TO ANIMALS.

Show me a man who is habitually cruel to ani-

mals, and I will show you a man with whom I want
to have as little to do as possible, no matter what
his professions otherwise may be. There are some
people who so relate themselves to the helpless ani-

mal kingdom around them, that, at their coming, all

take to flight. No matter what the social or church
status of such a man, he is not a gentleman, that is,

not a gentle man, which is the meaning of the word,

and he is not a Christian. A very good index to a

man's character is the way his dependent animals

act toward him. If 'hey fear his coming, that

settles it. If he had you at a disadvantage, his

treatment of you would be the same.

There is something of the savage in all of us, and
it is manifested in shying a stone at a bird. Imag
ine a bluebird on the top of a swaying weed. A
family, on the way to Sunday school, pass by, and
one of them, seeing the bird, throws a stone with

deadly effect. The song is stilled, the bird lies

dead, and all go on to learn of the meek Christ.

Off in some hidden nest a brood of little birds cud-

dle together in patience, waiting for the coming of

the mother. She lies dead at the hands of the Sun-
day school boy, and in the cool night they cry with

hunger and thirst. In the heat of the day they die

of the tortures of starvation, possibly while the boy
who threw the stone is learning his next lesson leaf.

It is not a fancy sketch. One way and another it

has happened a thousand times, and if God made
the birds, the murderer will be held to account.

The world teems with animal life. Some of it

must be killed for food, but any thoughtless or ma-
licious killing, outside of this, is simply a murder of

the helpless of God's creation, and will certainly

have to be accounted for. It is astonishing how
animals soon learn to trust the kindly-disposed. A
celebrated naturalist, who loved all of animate cre-

ation, lived in the woods that he might come to a
better acquaintance with the bird family, and he ao
related himself to them that they came at his call,

and perched on his body, perfectly fearless and
trustful, for he had never harmed them. If you
come to the home of the writer, where no cats or
dogs are kept, and nothing is allowed to be scared,

you will see the birds come into the house and hop
all over the floor and fly on the table at every meal
to be fed. It is certain that one of them knows his

name, and will come when called. They never
think of flying around the house, but course through
the open doors every hour in the day, I could
never see why anybody should try to kill them.
What a sight it is to see a man armed with a shot-

gun, costing a hundred dollars, shooting robins and
bluebirds! If you could take such a man apart and

Oct. g, 1897,

examine his soul, what a defective piece of hu-
manly would be found!

The next time you see one of nature's children,

and the savage instinct comes over you to heave a

stone at it, or to tear the life out of it with a charge
of shot, think whether or not you are doing right,

Leuiiburg, Union Co., Pa.

ARE YOU UOINQ TO CLOSE?

jOH

We mean your Sunday school. The season is

about here, when some schools go into winter

quarters, and we wonder if your school is one of

that sort. If it is, why is it? Are your boys and
girls so exceptionally exempt from temptation, that

they can remain away from the influence of a Sun-
day school for four or six months? If so, we
would like to live in your community. It does re-

quire a little extra exertion to get around in time
for Sunday school, on a cold winter's morning, and
if we could live in a community where this respon-

sibility could be lessened, it might be more pleas-

But now, seriously, can you afford to stop your
school for a few months? You say it is a good
thing and has done a " good work " this summer.
Why not let the "good work" go on? Satan
never stops, and every relaxation of effort on the

part of us, as Christians, only spurs him on to a

greater activity. We cannot afford to give, to

the enemy, the least advantage. The Lord needs
our service twelve months in the year, if he needs
it at all. It is not likely that the attendance will

be as large as during the more pleasant seasons

of the year, Some people are so constituted that

they cannot get to church and Sunday school in

summer, if the clouds look threatening. But this

should be no discouragement. Keep on! Order
your supplies by the year. You will save money
and do more work. Lost power can only be re-

gained by a greater exertion, and that is what we
lose when we stop our Sunday school. Condense
your time if necessary, but do not stop the school.

It will be to us as the servant who hid his talent.

Wa all know the result.

West Liberty, Ohio.

FIQHTINQ A KINO.

ear Potsdam is a mill, which interferes with a

' from the windows of Sans-Souci. Annoyed
by this eyesore to his favorite residence, King
Frederick the Great sent to inquire the price for

the mill. The owner, a sturdy Prussian, refused

to sell his mill at any price. In a moment of

anger Frederick gave orders to pull the mill down.
"The King may do it," said the miller, quietly

folding his arms, " but there are laws in Prussia."

And forthwith he commenced proceedings against

the King. The result was tha' the Court required

the monarch to rebuild the mill, and pay, besides, a

good sum as compensation. The King was mor-
ified, but said to his courtiers: "I am glad that

here are just laws and upright judges in my king-

lom."

During the short reign of the late Emperor Fred-

rick, a descendant of the miller wrote to the

Emperor, reminding him of the above incident, stat-

ng that he would gladly sell him the mill; as he
vas hard up, through losses caused by the war.

The Emperor replied with his own hand:

" My dear neighbor, I cannot allow you to sell the mill,

for it belongs to the history of Prussia, and must remain in

your possession as long as one member of your family exists.

I regret, however, to hear that you are in trying circumstan-

;, and therefore send you .£1,000 to help yon, hoping that

5 will be enough. Consider me always your affectionate

neighbor, Frederick."

—Dr. A. Haegett, of India.

There is a conscience of the head as w
the heart, and in old age we feel as much
if we have wasted out natural talents, as if

perverted our natural vhtues.

of
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their unwavering faith

They are strong in

> to the principles of

too, enjoyed the day

:>nr way, as il .was the

Chinese Christians gave $44,ooo for the

spread of the Gospel in their own land. This

is vigorous missionary effort.

A Chinaman went to a missionary hospital

in order to break off opium, and was saved

from that fearful curse. Going home, he told

his wife, and she also broke off her opium.

They took down their idols and ancestral tab-

let. Upon this his family had been beaten.

When asked how he felt, while being beaten,

he said, " 1 remembered the words of Jesus,

/e were pleased to no

heir belief and live

heir profession! W
ery much in more tha

irst time all three of

getherover night.

'ere especially favored last Lord's

Day by listening to a very interesting talk by

Yeremian, from Smyrna, who is on his

3 Mt. Morris where he expects to study

about the Brethren church and her bej

He has good command of our language

and gave us a very instructive talk, although

it was his first attempt to preach in the English

language. It seemed very interesting to con-

verse with one who has so recently come from

Bro. Fcrcken and his labors in that far-away

land.

— In the afternoon, we accompanied several

of the brethren and sisters to the County Hos-

pital. Here we distributed MESSENGERS,
Young Disciples and S. S. cards to those suf-

fering ones. We think this a very good way
of spending our Sunday afternoons,

—Another quarter's lessons are ended and

now we enter upon another. To me, the past

quarter has been intensely interesting and as

my twenty-five or thirty "little primaries"

ler about me, with their anxious little up-

ed faces, there comes a greater determina-

te enter still more deeply into this quar-

i work and thus be able to give to them,

"sincere milk of the Word." O, let us be

:ful to give these little ones only the milk,

)t the meat! While we are very careful in

;>sing the food for their temporal bodies, 1

', loo "often we are indifferent about the

food for their souls. As babes

late the temporal meat, no more can they the

iritual. Too often we teach over their heads

d they do not understand us. Let us consid-

which is the most important, their bodies or

eir souls, and then feed them accordingly.

66o S. Ashland Ave., Sept. 27.

I scarcely find time to write these notes every

week, and a letter to mother. We have a large

package of unanswered letters, hut we often

think of the writers and speak of them. Pray

that our efforts may bring forth tvett half the

spiritual results that present appearances in-

dicate are near at hand.

Aug.iQ.

NORTHWEST BALTIMORE MISSION.

nfiu-Too many elders and ministers a

ing their efforts to the church. She needs a

proper amount of attention, but let every min-

ister remember that the church is not the field.

The world is the field, and every one called of

God to preach his Gospel should go out into

the world, in the highways, among the hedges,

and call in the blind, the maimed, the halt, and

let them feast with the Lord.

Wonderful things a * happening in Chin

is the fact that, durii

the past year, in the province of Fuhku

where occurred the terrible massacre of 181

no less than 20,000 inquirers have presented

themselves at the doors of the three missk

the Foochow district, and 5,000 of these

been accepted as fit candidates for church

membership. Hundreds of families hav

nounced their idols, and hundreds of others

have asked for teachers to lead them

NOTES FROM THE CHICAGO MISSION

—We have recently enjoyed a visit froi

Bro. Dan. Price's and Sister Barnheizer, c

Pine Creek, 111. They were quite interested i

the work and did a great deal of visitin

among the poor.

—Recently Sister Howe, Sister Forney an

myself spent a day at Waddsworth, about fo

BULSAR NOTES.

are learning

Everywhere

dant "salaai

worth of ric

tins 1,

Web

.ney

m store has great patronage. By

: very very tired, but the people

to know that we arc their friends.

we go we are greeted with abun-

is." Each day we sell about S40

t at a loss of about §8. Most of

omes in pice. Sixty-four pice are

rupee is worth about thirty cents,

hand over two hundred rupees in

nly.

1 the nth three fam-

cago, act of land, farmed by

these brethren. Here they are all to them-

selves, with no other members nearer than

Chicago. They had always been privileged

with church and Sunday school until they

moved to this place and now they do miss

these services so much. They are almost as

much isolated as though there was no church

within seventy-five or eighty miles. We spent

the day very pleasantly and, we feel, profita-

bly, too, in visiting among them. Then, in the

evening, they themselves and a few neighbors

congregated with us at one of their homes,

where we held a prayer meeting. After read-

ing for a time from God's Word, many encour-

aging remarks were made by nearlyall pres-

ent. It was indeed a feast to the soul, and all

seemed built up. Although they have been

away from church privileges for over a year,

—Last Sunday the people again assembled

with us for Christian worship and preaching.

It was pouring rain, but about 120 came. We
spent nearly two hours together. At the close

of the services we then gave all present, in-

cluding the lepers and beggars, who had gath-

ered outside, each about one-balf cent's worth

of rice. All went away happy. We kept our

house closed all day, after that hour, and it

was to us a much needed day of rest.

—Several of the low caste have a custom of

naming children according to the day they

were born. Sunday in Gujerati language is

Revivor. Then a Sunday boy is named Rev-

io; a girl, Revli. Monday is Somvar. A Mon-

day boy is called Somlo; a girl, Somli. Satur-

day is Sonnivar. A Saturday boy

Sonia; a girl, Suuli. They can easily r

ber the day they were born, but not

twenty can tell the date of the month,

—The other day I asked a boy if he

cry if his cat would die. He looked at n

in a)I earnestness, said, " Saheb, it's r

of mine." Then I questioned furthe:

you have to cry if it were your relatioi

"Yes." " Would you have to cry if a relai

were a bitter enemy, and would die?" "Y

"Would you have to cry if a good friend,

relation, would die?" "No." "Would

have to cry if I'd die?" "No, but, Saheb, I'd

feel so bad I'd cry anyhow." Anc

came apparent that his answer was

ingless after all. As everything eh

regulated by the custom. Custom

y parts of the world.

The Lord's work is moving along encourag-

ingly in this city. Our Wednesday night Bi-

ble class still continues to grow in interest, ow-

to the earnest efforts put forth by our lead-

Bro. J. S. Geiser. The officers and teach-

of our Sunday school met last E riday nighl

I organized a teachers' meeting lo convene

:e a week, lor the benefit of our Sunday
looI, that our teachers may discuss plans,

i adopt new methods, and thus may qualify

themselves for the great work before them.

Sunday schools are the hope of the

church, we need model superintendents and

model teachers; then we will have a model

Sunday school.

Our Sunday school still continues to grow

interest and attendance. During July and

August twenty-two new scholars were added

our school. This seems small and sounds di

coiiraging, hut when we consider the great dis-

advantage that we have been laboring

we feel encouraged. Christ said that o

is worth more tban the whole world.

For the want of means the Lord's work,

here, has been greatly hindered. So many
more children would be gathered into the Sun-

day school, if we had the money to clothe

ur hearts are made to ache when we
think of the precious little children brought up

eet, who never go to Sunday school,

whose parents never go inside of a church and

:r name the name of Christ, only in

profanity.

an, who formerly was a member of

the Baptist church has a husband who is very

eked. Instead of a blessing heing asked at

the table there is cursing. She said, " I do

boys could go to Sunday school."

She has been trying to get them ready for

Sunday school for the past month, but has not

succeeded yet.

Our "Volunteer Mission Fund" is for the

benefit of general mission work in Baltimore.

We have a sewing-circle connected with it.

We earnestly solicit your help in this work.

Old clothes, shoes, money,—anything you

:ld feel like giving,— will be thankfully re-

ceived. "Godlovetha cheerful giver." May
od soon speed the day, when the vast money

)wers of the world may be consecrated to the

ark and cause and kingdom of Jesus Christ!

1607 Edmondson Ave,, Sept. 23.

House, do not realize the amount of careful

fork it takes, and the nerve and brain power
ixpendcd, in order to keep the mind of the

Brotherhood fed and nourished, to say nothing

of the flood of printed matter going out as seed

sown by the wayside, in order to counter-

e evil influences in the world.

1 we all appreciate as we ought, the ef-

forts being used to give the very£«imoral and
religious food to the reading public and how
anxious those at the helm are to see the work
prosper and the church borders enlarged, we
all, as individuals in our places, would bestir

ourselves to do what we can, to circulate our

literature and not be so wasteful of our papers

I have just had a visit with "Aunt Kitty

Rice," of this town, who is over one hundred

years old. In her father's house in Maryland
she often heard my grandfather I' lory preach.

It is possible she heard him preach before my
father was bom, which was eighty-nine years

ago. Her memory is remarkable. She is a

living link of interesting history.

Mt. Morris, III., Sept. 27.

WHY IS IT?

called

" Would

ECHOES FROM THE HIQHWAY.

For nearly t

ing in Norther:

among the ch

Illinois, t

rches. I

veling 1 nd li"

In.looking over the Messenger and com-
paring reports, wc find Virginia behind in mis-

sion work. Why is it? There are sacrifices

made by the Brethren here, in filling appoint-

ments across the mountains and at isolated

places, that perhaps few know of except those

engaging in the work, Our ministers have

been doing more, perhaps, than they get credit

for, still there is room for improvement. The
question with me is: "Why are our young

members not more willing to make sacrifices,

to carry on our Master's work?"

Sometimes I think the elders and older

brethren do not give them the proper encour-

agement. Some are willing to work but are

mid to ask: "What wilt thou have me to

do?"
The ministers could remedy this if, when

preparing to take a trip to the mountains, tlicy

would ask some of the young, timid brethren

and sisters lo accompany them. Make them

feel that they have a work that no one else can

do.

"Idleness is the devil's workshop," If we

can manage to have all of our members at

work, in saving souls, there will he no time for

attending worldly amusements, following the

fashions of the world, etc.

Let us see what can be done along this line.

There are some living near us who do no at-

tend church or Sunday school What arc wc

doing to encourage their attendance at these

gatherings? Each congregation needs a
"

prayer meeting. '-Yes," says some one, "I

wish they would start one." Why don't you

starlit? "0,1 cannot pray in public, or lead

the meeting." It is hard to do if we pray only

to be heard of men. You ask your neighbor

for what you want and thank him for it. Then

why not do that much for him who gives much

more than we ask for? How can wc expect

the good work is beii

pushed forward. The ministers are busy, e

ergetic, and full of the missionary spirit.

At the Brethren's Publishing House there

quite a number of persons busily at work,

cannot be otherwise when we consider the

amount of work they are turning out.

and tons of printed matter are going out through

the mails. It is likened unto a great strea

water that is conducted out over broad va

to irrigate the fertile soil, that good crops

make glad the many toiling souls. This

volume of published matter goes out to spread

over a large area of the earth's surface, that

the Lord's domain of human thought might be

fertilized and all the ' ;arde.

nted flo<

enough, here below, to tire us?

In looking over new names of our Read!

Circle, I feel encouraged to see some of t

elders and ministers. This is a step in I

right direction. If our leaders arc filled w

the right spirit, wc arc sure to catch some

it. Let us work to the same end. Soon c

work will be done; then what will the harv

be?

WHAT IS YOUR ANSWER?

MOST of us are members of the church, a

But a

o willing

living v

-Our pr<

grain 1 • sell

of operation 1

all who
half pri

wish larger

the poor i

nts' worth or less, ;

a little more, and those

amounts can be supplied at cost.

—Those who are expecting personal letters

from us will please bear with us a little just now.

weary hearts and give new str

Daily, through the mails, also, come many

letters that, like drops of rain and gleaming

rays of sunshine, are gathered into the business

office, and editorial sanctum, to be adjusted,

concentrated, and winnowed, and then, by the

great art of printing, much of it goes whirling

through the presses that sometimes run day

and night, that it might be hurried out to the

watting, busy world. Thus the work goes on

day by day, as the years go by.

I fear many of us, who read the MESSENGER,

and other matter coming from our Publishing

brethren, purged of selfish-

ness, greed, gossip, and injustice, and willingly

spending and being spent for the common

good; filled with love to all who love the Lord?

Are we believers, making the fullness that is

in Christ daily more and more our own? Are

we saints, so shedding abroad the gentleness

and purity of Jesus that others take knowledge

ol us that we have been with him? Are we

Christians? What is your answer? My an-

swer is this: Oh, for more of the disciples' love

of truth, more of the love of the brethren, more

of the faith of the believer, more of the holi-

ness of the saint; oh, far more, of Christ.—

Jamet Stalker,
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In No 25, the obituary notice, signed by D. S.

Ryan, should read]. S. Ryan.

We would be pleased to have an early report

from each District Meeting held this fall.
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Do not ask us to send our Premium Bible by

mail. It is a valuable book, and we send it by ex-

press.

All money for the India sufferers should be sent

to this office, and we will forward it to Bro. Stover,

free of cost.

We have just published a second edition of the

Full Report, and can fill further orders. Price, 25

cents per copy. ________^_
Bro, D. L. Forney and wife are expected at Pine

Creek, 111., soon, where they are to remain until

they sail for India,

Last Sunday evening was the time appointed for

1 feast in Chicago. Bro. S. E. Yundt, of this place,

vas with the Brethren.

Writing from the Maple Grove church, Wiscon-

sin, Bro. C, P. Rowland reports good meetings, and
four accessions by baptism.

Bro, A. C. Wieand writes of glorious meetings at

Mound City, Mo. He reports fifteen baptized, one
reclaimed, and other applicants.

Bro. D. E. Price spent last Sunday with the

church at Naperville, At this time Bro. Price has
the oversight of the congregation.

The amount of money received at this office, for

the India sufferers, up to this date, is over 83,600.

Bro. Stover is making a wise use of it.

have the General Mis-

. Some of the brethren
:oming Sunday.

s*onary Committee w
will doubtless be her. the

Wur from Scottville, N. C, Bro. John C.
Woods says that during the last six months forty-

five have been added to the church in that part of
the south, and it is just impossible to fill all the calls

for preaching. It seems to us that this would be a

good place for some of our ministers to locate.

^9 7^ Thc Messenger t0 the end of l898 the

S|«J«|V Almanac for 1898, and a good Teachers'

Pronouncing Bible, all for $2 75, If you do not

have the particulars, write us.

Bro. J. S Florv was with the Brethren at Mil-

ledgeville over last Sunday. He went from there

to Southern Illinois, expecting to attend their Dis-

trict Meeting.

How many of our ministers are arranging to do

more preaching the coming winter than ever be

fore? Let us not only have more preaching, but

better preaching.

The District Meeting for the Second District of

West Virginia, will be held at the Nicklow church,

Oct. 15 and 16. The Ministerial Meeting will be at

the same place, on the 14th.

Very interesting meetings are reported in the

East Kingsley church, Iowa, conducted by Bro. P.

B. Fitzwater, Seven have applied for membership,

with good prospects of others.

What are you doing in the way of helping the

poor that are in the church? The best way to keep

secret societies from making any inroads among us,

is to take good care of our poor.

A correspondent writes us of a father who
stands between his daughter and the church. That
is a fearful place to stand, It may result in the loss

of both the father and the daughter.

d last week, five reports of one meet-

ing. Only one, of course, will appear. This shows

the importance of each congregation having some
one authorized to report her doings.

The Locating Committee has not yet decided

where the next Annual Meeting will be held. They
have several places in view, and may possibly make
their decision next week, or soon after.

It is real encouraging the way Sunday schools

e preparing to keep up their work during the

winter. This is right. We hope to see the time

n all of our Sunday schools will be evergreen.

Bro. J. G. Royer reports a very satisfactory visit

among the churches in the East. He expressed

himself as being greatly pleased with the outlook

in some localities, and is quite hopeful of all the

churches.

Never before, in the history of our publishing

business, have we had such a demand for Sunday
school Quarterlies, at this season of the year. This
shows that this department of church work is

th

Bro. H. J. Wolfe, one of the ministers residing

this place, is, at this time, very sick, and, from .all

appearance, he may not live more than a few days.

He has been ailing quite awhile, and was anointed

week before last.

We suggest that some of our writers, who feel so

inclined, prepare occasional articles for some of the

departments of the Messenger, We call special

attention to the " Home and Family," and the

"Young People." .^_____
The scattered members, in parts of Colorado, not

long since, attended a feast at Rocky Ford. Some
came eighty miles, by private conveyance, to at-

tend that feast. That is the kind of zeal we need
in some of the older churches,

Many of our churches might open up some new
mission points in their own territory. At these new
points are good places to develop the young
preachers, and, if you have no young preachers, it

may be that some ought to be elected.

The demand for our Sunday school Quarterlies is

happily on the increase. Though we published tht

same number we did last year, we did not hav£

enough to fill all the orders received before the enc

of September, and, therefore, had to get out a sec

ond edition of both Quarterlies.

uct. 9, i8
9?<

A number of feast notices, that should have ap .

peared weeks ago, did not reach us until the last
i s .

sue was on the press. One notice for a feast Oct
2 did not reach us until Sept. 29, too late for a pub-
lished notice to be of any value.

The number of feasts held in the Brotherhood
this fall, is very large, and we trust that they win
be the means of bringing all of us closer to Christ.

Such seasons o* grace ought to produce, in all the

members, a greater degree of holiness.

Our quarterly council-meeting was held in the

Mount last Saturday. It was attended with a good
deal of interest, and some of the work done will

doubtless result in good. Our feast in the Chapel
will be Nov. 6, commencing at 4 P. M.

Every church should adopt some method by

which all her members can receive more or less

training in vocal music. If we propose to keep the

organ out of the church, we must do everything

possible to encourage singing in our services.

On page 642, of this issue, Bro. Louis Macey has 3

communication that should make some of the dry

bones rattle, and may also cause a good deal of stir

among those who do not wish to be classed with

the " dry." In our judgment, he hits the nail

square on the head.

Your office editor closed his work on this issue

Monday evening, and starts to Northern Indiana,

for the purpose of attending the Ministerial and

District Meetings in the English Prairie church,

La Grange County, We hope to have something

to say of these meetings on our return.

All new subscribers, who will now subscribe for

the Messenger, for 1898, can have the paper free

the remainder of this year, That is, free from the

time the subscription is received at this office. If

they want the Premium Bible, they can have it in

connection with the paper and the Almanac, all for

S275-

We presume the most, if not all of our readers,

will want a copy of our Premium Bible. They will

never get a better chance to procure a first-class

Bible, But how about your neighbors? Have you

shown our offer to them? If not, do so at once,

Perhaps they will take the Messenger, in order to

get the Bible.

Brethren D. E. Price and S. E. Yundt returned

last week from their mission among the churches

in Wisconsin. They were absent four weeks, and

report a great opening for mission work and the

need of more preachers. It is to be regretted that

we do not have ministers enough to fill all the ur-

gent calls for the preaching of the Gospel.

Writing from Osburn, Nebr., Sister Lovica

Woodard says: " I esteem the Messenger next to

my Bible. I think I have never missed a number,

though I have taken it for years, and have moved

around a good deal, living with my children. My
health has been poor this summer, and I have just

had quite a serious sickness, but am better to day."

Writers should not ask us to return their manu-

script after we are through with it. After an arti-

cle goes through the hands of our printers, it is so

badly soiled, and marked up, that it would be of no

special value to the writer, only as a matter of curi-

osity. Then we prefer to keep on file all the manu-

script used in the office. Those desiring a copy of

their articles, should take one before sending the

original to us.

The tone of sister Ella B. Harbaugh's article, on

page 650, this issue, indicates that the sisters of the

South Waterloo church, Iowa, are by no means idle,

Her words of caution to our sisters, regarding the

evils that have overtaken aid societies in other

churches, is timely and to the point. In Iheir aid

societies, our sisters are doing a noble work, and we

trust that they will continue on in the same line for

years to come. This they can do without drifting

off into anything that is objectionable
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We all should strive for a deeper work of grace

in our own hearts, and in the hearts of others. We
are now in the midst of the love feast season, and if

there was ever a time when we should draw close to

the Lord, it is this, for those who commune with

him, as well as with one another, should feel the im-

portance of being in the proper condition to appear

in his presence.

As many of our young people, as possible, should

procure a good education, and we urge those who

must go away from home for this purpose, to select

one of the Brethren's schools. Parents should also

insist upon their children patronizing only our own

schools. Here it is that they will be brought under

proper influences, and be kept in touch with the

church. It is dangerous to send our children away

to other schools.

The time is here for hundreds of love feasts in

the Brotherhood, and we wish to suggest that our

ministers, as well as others, do not neglect our

time honored practice of attending the feasts in the

adjoining congregations. This is a custom that

ought ever to be kept up among us. It will greatly

strengthen the bond of union between the different

congregations, and unify us in practice and work, in

a way that can not be brought about in any other

The papers in India have a good deal to say

cerning the shipload of grain sent from this c

try to the starving people of India, and it is

stated that the demand for the grain was so great

that three other shiploads could have been used to

good advantage. The ship contained about 2,500

tons of corn, and about 600 tons of rye and beans,

Sixteen car loads of this grain was furnished by the

Mennonites. It was the means of saving thousands

from starving, and the people of that far-away

land will long remember those of this country for

their kindness in sending them the grain.

which the assistance is needed. Should your Dis-

trict Board not be able to render the needed assist-

ance, its privilege is to call on the General Mission

Board. Places not under the care of a District

Board, may apply to the General Board direct. If

a call is to be made through the Messenger, for

funds, let the call first be approved by the Board to

which it properly belongs, before it is sent to us for

publication. If the call is approved by a District

Board, then it should be addressed to the members
of that District. Should it be approved by the

General Mission Board, it may then be addressed

to the entire Brotherhood. It is hardly proper for

a District Board to call on the whole Brotherhood

for assistance, without first having the call ap-

proved by the General Mission Board. True, a

District may plead poverty, but so many can make
that plea, and thus the calls would become quite

The Chur<"h Manual is a good thing in its place,

but it occurs to us that to read from it the

charges to officials, at the time they are installed, is

not just the best way of doing. A minister, whose

duty it is to deliver the charge, and install officers,

ought to master the facts sufficiently to be able to

state them clearly and forcibly, without the aid of

the book. Let him study the order set forth in the

book, at home, and trust his memory for the rest.

And if he cannot remember the facts long enough

to tell them, he may rest assured that the official

he installs is not likely to remember them long

enough to obey them.

The father of one of our missionaries writes us a

touching letter. He says: " She was our hope in

our declining years, but we have submitted to it,

and are willing to suffer for the cause, and bear our

own sorrows, though the burden is a heavy one.

We miss her so much, everywhere, but we can only

hope and pray until the end, which, I feel, is not

far in the future." He prays that God will bless

and keep the missionaries as they go about their

noble work. Few realize what a struggle it is for

parents to give up their dear children for the mis-

sion fields. No words can describe their feelings

when they bid farewell to those of their own flesh,

and see them depart to the heathen lands, to carry

the blessed Gospel to the people who are yet in

darkness. Let us pray for the parents of our mis-

sionaries, as well as for the missionaries themselves.

PUBLIC CALLS FOR MONEY.

Some of the churches, as well as a few individu-

als, do not feel just right towards the Messenger,

because we do not permit them to use our columns

in calling for help in building a meetinghouse, carry-

ing on a mission, or for funds in the interest of some

charitable enterprise. In answer to all such, we

beg to state, that we have a General Mission Board,

also District Boards, and when help is needed foi

any good cause, application should be made to the

District Board, having charge of the^territory in

Some write us, wishing to know why Washington

can make a general call for funds, and they not be

allowed the same privilege. Washington has ob-

tained the consent of the General Board to make
her call, and that is why she is so permitted to do.

Before securing this consent, her calls were not

published. It will then be seen that this calling for

funds, through the Messenger, is regulated by

system.

Many of our readers are mistaken in regard to

the value of a public call. Some think that if w<

Id publish their appeals for money to build ;

house of worship, or open up a mission point, th

money would be forthcoming. But such has not

proven to be the case upon the part of those who

: tried it. The public is very slow to respond

to these general calls.

This is largely for the reason that most of the

churches are now well canvassed for various caus-

es, and members think it sufficient if they respond

to them, and let those in the paper go. Even the

General Mission Board finds it difficult to raise

money by means of a call through the Messenger.

They find it necessary to approach the people in a

more direct way.

Then, were we to publish half of the calls for

help, sent us, they would soon become so numerous

that few would read them. Our aim is to so regu-

late the " calling business," that it will not prove ob-

jectionable, but be the means of doing at least a

little good, Every now and then we must explain

in the manner stated above, in a private letter,

and, after all, some will persist in thinking that we

are partial, and do not give their places a fair show.

Not a few correspondents will attach a call to the

end of a report of church news, and then not feel

good because it does not appear in print. From

what we have said, we trust it will be seen that, in

deciding what should, and what should not, be pub-

lished, regarding public calls for money, we are

governed by a system, that is alike fair to all par-

ties. The system has been agreed upon only after

years of experience and careful consideration. If

any of our judicious readers can see wherein we can

improve it, so as to be more impartial, and yet do

more good, we shall be pleased to hear from them,

for we are here to do all the good we can, and as

little harm as possible. J. h. m.

THE SILENT PREACHERS.

The other day we saw a wonderfully impressive

temperance sermon. "Can a sermon be seen," you

ask? Yes! There is a hearing with the eyes, whi

no sound is heard. Then the impressions are ca

ried to the brain by the organ of sight instead of

the ear. But to the sermon. The preacher silent

but eloquent, stood in one corner of the City M
shal's office. An upright case with a glass front

and four horizontal shelves. On the shelves had

been placed a score or more of articles, taken from

prisoners who had been arrested for violations of

law, with instruments to restrain and punish crimi-

nals. On the lower shelf were four half pint flasks,

ch about half full of whiskey, with several pack-

ages of cigarettes in close proximity. On the next

helf above was an assortment of weapons, carried

by th'eves, burglars and would-be murderers. Re-
volvers, daggers, knives, slung shots, brass knuckles,

billies, and skeleton keys filled the space. Then
came a shelf whereon lay cold and silent but terribly

real, steel hand-cuffs, shackles and chains, and
above it all a piece of hangman's rope. This was
the silent preacher, and this the unspoken but deep-

ly impressive sermon. In reply to a question, the

marshal said, the arrangement of the articles in the

case had been purely accidental. But how logically

it had all been arranged! The strong drink first,

the root of nine-tenths of all crime. Then the tools

of thieves and murderers, and the hand-cuffs, shack-

les, and hangman's rope in quick and startling suc-

cession. What a sermon from the mute, silent,

preacher! Would to God it might be deeply and

indelibly impressed upon the mind of every young
man before he is tempted to take the first dram.

In Chicago a man was seen walking slowly and

deliberately along State Street. He was noticed by
all who met him. He was strikingly peculiar. As
he came nearer it was observed that he had in front

of him a large sign-bord with glaring letters, in-

forming all who cared to read, that cheap clothing

could be bought at a certain place on Madison

As the man slowly and silently passed by,

behold a similar board attached to his back. He
literally sandwiched between the two sign-

boards. He spoke no word, neither sounded a

trumpet before him. Silently and with the quiet dig-

nity, born of the consciousness that he was attend-

ing strictly to his own business, he moved along the

crowded thoroughfare. Those who met him and

those who followed after, could tell at a glance

what his business was. He was advertising cheap

clothing, and was known and read of all men who

came in contact with him. Observing the man
there, called to mind the word* of Paul: " Ye are our

epistle written in our hearts, known and read of all

men." Should not the followers of Christ be known

unto all men, as silent witnesses, silent preachers

for him? Should not his life, his dealing, his

actions, his words, his appearance, all tell for relig-

ion? Surely the living witness, the universally read

epistle, the slave of Jesus, will be known as readily

as the man who walks on State Street, Chicago, as

the representative of a clothing-house.

Four Sisters of Charity stepped on the train, as it

stopped a brief moment, on its way to the south-

land. Quietly and unobtrusively they took their

seats. A glance at their faces showed a quiet,

peaceful, calm repose. They spoke no word; silent,

and yet "known and read of all men." It was

learned that they were going south to the yellow

fever districts, to nurse and care for the sufferers.

They held their lives in their hands as offerings to suf-

fering humanity. Knowing this, they seemed like

angels of mercy, for were they not on mercy's sweet

errand? No condition was too lowly for their

ministration. Black and white, rich and poor, saint

and sinner, Samaritan and Jew were their neighbors,

and they helped all alike. Silent preachers they

were, but what a sermon of self sacrifice they

preached! We talk about sacrificing when we go

out to preach the Word of Truth, where plenty

smiles and comforts abound. We talk about sacri-

ficing, when we pursue; a course in keeping with

our own selfish aims and purposes. Some day God

will cut out all of self, and then where will be the

sacrifices? Come, my brother, let us hear the silent

preachers, and learn lessons from them. d. l. m,
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QUERISTS* DEPARTMENT.

In 1 Cor. 14: 14, 3? we read, "Let your women keep silence

in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but

they are commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the

law. And if they will learn anything, let them ask their hus-

bands at home: for it is a shame for women to speak in the

church." Does this refer to women preaching or asking ques-

tions?— C. S,

No reference is probably had to preaching in the

sense that we generally view the term The wom-

en at Corinth where prohibited from taking part

in the miscellaneous religious discussions of the

times in a public way, but they were at liberty to

present their questions through their husbands.

This prohibition cannot apply with propriety to

our orderly social meeting.", where the sisters may

enjoy the same liberty accorded the brethren.

Is it right or best to take up a collection every Sunday, as

a Sunday school, both for the expense of the school and for

world-wide missions, or is it best to take the mission collec-

tion only once a quarter? Does 1 Cor. 16: 2 mean that we

should lay by the Lord's money a certain time before put-

ting it to use; also, would it be out of the way to prepare little

boxes or baskets bearing the letters S. S. and W. M., one on

each basket, in order to save telling each Sunday which basket

for which purpose?

—

A. S. S, M,

The Gospel doubtless gives churches considera-

ble liberty regarding the manner of taking collec

tions, and each church or Sunday school should

adopt the method that gives the best satisfaction

and the best results. We do not believe that the

box method, as suggested, works well. At Sun-

day school the class collections each Sunday seem

to give the best results. Then, it is good for

every person to lay by in store, on the first day of

the week, that all may have something to give

when called on,

Where does the church get her authority to call one of her

number to the ministry, expect him to become efficient in

his work, then stand off and see him struggle, and finally fail

financially? Has she a right to thus leave him all to his own
resources, while he does the best he can to feed the Hock and

prepare himself for the ministry?

—

J H.

The church has a right to call one of her num-

ber to the ministry, but she has no right to leave

him all to his own resources in a great work, es-

pecially when he needs the aid and sympathy of

the church. And yet, a young minister does not

want to look for financial assistance too soon,

While engaged in other lawful pursui's, let him

study and preach as ability and occasion demand,

and thus demonstrate his fitness to be of some use

to the church, To such the church should render

all needed assistance, so far as she is able to so do.

But while receiving assistance, our ministers do not

want to think that they cannot preach unless they

are paid for it. The right kind of a preacher will

preach in proportion to his ability, whether he gets

any help or not, and then, on the other hand, the

right kind of a church will stand by and assist her

ministers. But the right kind of preaching has

much to do in making the right kind of a church.

Is it according to the rules of the Brethren church for a

rich brother to exact interest from a poor brother?

—

A. B.

It is the privilege of any one to collect lawful in-

terest 00 the money he lends, but it shows a very

commendable spirit when the rich exact, from the

poor, as little interest as possible. However, men,
even of means, must not be expected to lend

much money altogether free of interest, as the

taxes would in course of time eat up the principal.

Lending money without interest, is just the same
as renting land without receiving any rent. Let

the rich, under all circumstances, learn to be kind

to the deserving poor; then,

the poor ask for no more th;

Is it proper to take silence for c

ber?—E. V. W.
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—* HOME * AND * FAMILY*—
DVIMi OF FAMINE IN INDIA.

Give me three grains of wheat, mother,

Only three grains of wheat;

It will keep the little life I have

Just till the noonday heat;

I am dying of hunger untold, mother

Dying of hunger untold,

And half the agony of such a death

My lips have never told.

It has gnawed like a wolf at my heart, mother,

A wolf that is fierce for blood,

All the lifelong day and the night beside

Gnawing for lack of food.

I dreamed of food in my sleep, mother,

And the sight was heaven to see;

I awoke with an eager, famishing lip

But you had no biead for me.

How could I look to you, mother,

How could I look to you

For bread to give to your starving child

When you were starving too?

For I read the famine in your cheek

And in your eye so wild,

And I felt it in your bony hand

As you laid it on your child,

What has poor India done, mother,

What has poor India done
That the world looks on and sees us starve

Perishing one by one?

Do the other nations care not, mother,

The great men and the high

For the suffering sons of India's plains

Whether they live or die?

There is many a brave heart here, mother.

Dying in grim despair,

Vt hile only across the blue sea, mother,

There are rich and proud men there, mother.

With wondrous wealth to view,

And the bread they fling to their dogs, mother,

Would give life to me and you.

Come nearer to my s ; de, mother.

Come nearer to my side.

And hold me fondly as you held,

My father when he died;

Quick! for I cannot see you, mother,

My pulses scarcely beat;

Mother, dear mother, ere I die,

Give me three grains of wheat.
—Chicago Record,

MISSION WORK.

BY MRS. ELU

The time has come when our churches, all over

the land, are being aroused to the fact that a child

of God cannot be a drone. We must all be work-

ers. Sr>me must work in one way and some in an-

other. This is true of our labor for G id and for

ourselves. We can not all do the same kind of

work, but we can all give of our means to have
that work done,

Some have much to give, while others have but

little, but it must all be given through love to God.
We should always be ready to give either money,
time or talent. In many of our churches aid so-

cieties have been organized for this purpose, and it

is of this branch of mission work that I wish to

write, hoping it will be of benefit to some one.

We have a "Church's Aid Society" at South
Waterloo, which has been in operation two years.

We have been aided by kind words, and money
from the brethren, as well as the sisters. We
started with but few workers. Some thought we
were doing something that would bring trouble to

the church, but we knew we were prompted by
our love to God and a longing to be of more use in

We tried to lay a foundation for our society that

would never bring anything but good to the

church. We determined to do all of our work
free. We never make anything to sell, and yet, in

the two years' work, over three hundred dollats in

money has passed through our society on its mis-

sion of doing good in the name of the Lord. We
have sent many barrels and boxes of clothing to

the needy. We did not organize to make money,
but to be ready when called upon. If there is any

one, who has sewing and is not able to hire it

done, we will go and do it. We have our place of

meeting announced on Sunday, and then we meet
on the following Saturday afternoon. We do not

open our meeting with Scripture reading and
prayer, as we cannot all meet at one time, so each

one goes to work as she comes. We lay our work
aside before it is time to separate and have reading

and prayer. We generally have some one instruct

us tn our Sunday school lesson for the next Sun-

day. We have spent many happy and profitable

hours together.

We piece and quilt q'lilt?, make
ing, cut and make nev

forters. These things

needed. The money
anything to sell, it is c

r old cloth-

make com-

;er they are

our schoolteacher:

ges. Some motht

they get from the

Those who have

the money for us '

hand.

clothing,

give whe
give too. If we make

e individually. Some of

give us a portion of their wa-

s give us a portion of the money
poultry. Some make bonnets,

nd give us part of this money,
o time to do extra work, have

jo, so we have always had some
noney or

We kn of many foolish and unchristian

of the popular churches of to-

ng money for the

ned to do nothing

gatherings,

day, for the purpo

Lord's work, that we detei

that might lead to such results after we were taken

home. Great oaks from little acorns grow. Just

so it is with the great evils. Let us keep away
from theml

I would be glad if all of our churches would
have aid societies. Rai^e the young to be workers
for the Master. Teach the young to work and
give. They will like it.

Our onlv little girl died last fall. She was al-

ways ready to go with me to the society. She
would take her thimble with her, and wanted to

work for the poor children. Her work on earth

was short, but it has its effect. So it is with us all.

Let us teach the young to work and give, and
God will bless us for it.

' May God bless us all in

our labor of love, and direct our work so as to

bring the most good!

Hudson, Iowa

veryOn Tuesday evening, Sept. 21, we had ;

teresting members' meeting. The occasion was a

meeting with the visiting committee of elders that

have the oversight of this congregation, vie,, eld-

ers J. G. Royer, S R Zug and D. B. Arnold. Aft-

er earnest exhortation and encouragement, there

was a conference. As the church had no deacons

for many years, the matter of better organization

was one of our concerns for three years. The
Brethren presented our request to the church, and

there was unanimous consent to p/oceed with an

election for two deacon?.

Directed by the Holy Spirit, we trust, the church

made choice of brethren Francis W. Price and AI-

pheus Fahnestock, Both being absent, the instal-

lation seivices had to be postponed tr> some future

meeting. G N Falkenstein.

6611 Germantcwn Ave., Philadelphia, Pa,

From the Rogue River Church, Oregon.

)ur Ministerial and District Meetings, as well

Communion and social meeting?, are now in the

t. I feel to say that the Spirit of the Lord

; with us. We had glorious meetings, and ex-

:ent order and attention. We had nine mem-
s from Coos County with us. Three of them
e ministers and their wives, and one was a dta-

1. Five members were w.th us from Marion



Oct. 9. '897. •I'-fcLJU QOBPBL idlESSBnsra-BlH,.

County. Two of them were deacons and their

wives. Ministers present from a distance were
brethren John Bontwitz, Geo. Carl and Samuel
Dicker. Our Ministerial Meeting was organized

by appointing Bro. Geo. Carl as Moderator. At
the Disrict Meeting Eld. David Brower presided

as Moderator; Bro. D. M. Brower acted as Writ-
ing Clerk; Bro. S A. Shuck as Reading Clerk and
Bro. John S. Root as time-keeper.

At our feast there were forty-eight communicants.
Eld. John Bonewitz officiated. We had excellent
preaching. During the meetings there was one
added by letter, two by confession and baptism,

and one more applicant is to be immersed in the

near future. Others, we think, are almost per-

suaded. We had excellent social meetings. Many
of the brethren and sisters took a very active

part.

During our meetings Bro. Jacob P. Moomaw was
restored to his full office, and Bro. Jacob N.
Gwinn was ordained to the eldership. They were
installed on Sunday forenoon, with much solem-

nity. Our meetings commenced on Wednesday
evening, Sept. 8, and closed on the night of Sept.

20. Thus ended our good meetings. Praise the
Lord! Susan M. Rhodes.

Talent, Ore , S'pt. 23.

Plain as the Noonday Sun

ngs a harvest meeting was held, and a collection
of $4 30 was taken for the poor in India, and the Or-
phanage in Smyrna, by the members and friends of
Gunnerville, Ohio.
The meetings closed with the best of interest and

attendance. At the last meeting at the Donnel's
Creek church, one precious soul was baptized.

Bro. David Leatherman recently preached over a
week at a mission point of Southern Ohio, near
Charleston, Ross Co. A love feast was held, at
which there was a very large attendance. It was
the first feast held in this churchhouse, built two
years ago, and seemed to have a good eSect. For
some it was the first time they ever saw the Com-
munion observed as it reads in the Book.

I was to assist Bro. Leatherman during the feast,
but was unavoidably hindered, and could not at-
tend to the work. I am glad Bro. Leatherman was
able for the emergency, and that the love feast was
S°od one - Henry Frantz.
Forgy, Ohio, S-pt. 21.

651

As I read over the last number of your valuable
paper of Sept. 18, I was moved to write a word of

encouragement to you, for your labor of love, in

sending out through the columns of the Messenger
so much food for the soul.

While I was reading today what the Messenger
is doing as a missionary preacher, my mind was
carried back ten years, and I was made to realize

what it did for me.

I have been a Bible reader from boyhood, and
firmly believed the doctrine set forth in it, in re-

gard to the salvation of the human family, but
there was one thing that was not plain to me, and
that was baptism. I always believed in going un-
der the water, but how,—that was the question.
Sprinkling was not a question with me.

One day I picked up a Gospel Messenger and
read in it a sermon on baptism. I then took my
Bible and compared the references, and I received
light that made baptism as plain as the noonday
sun. I believe it is doing the same thing for many
more through its silent preaching. I am glad that
a great many more will subscribe, now since the
church owns the paper. I know it will do every
one good that will read it, and it ought to have a
wider circulation. John E. Otto.
Shcrpsburg, Md.

From the Salem Church, Ohio.

Our nnual church visit was reported at the
council held to-day. The members expressed
themselves as being willing to work on in the good
cause. The church decided to hold a Communion
Oct. 16, at 10 A. M. A collection of S900 was
taken, lo be used for the printing of a tract, by Bro.
Landon West, to be distributed among the colored
People.

Vesterday two precious souls were received into
fellowship, who have almost reached the age of
seventy years. The brother was very feeble, and
scarcely able to walk into the stream, but felt much
stionger when he came out. We have one more
applicant for next Sunday.

The church decided to continue our Sunday
school during the winter. Jesse K. Brumbaugh.

'--'-,
Ohio, S'pt. 16.

The Meetings at Meyersdale, Pa.

Sept. ii I attended the feast at Summit Mills,
where Bro. Jeremiah Thomas had been holding a
series of meetings for two weeks previous. The
feast was a pleasant one, and largely at! ended
Bro. Thomas officiated.

Next morning I commenced preaching at the
Brethren's church in Meyersdale, and continued
each evening until Friday evening. Saturday, at 3
P. M„ the love feast services commenced. Breth-
ren J. B. Brumbaugh, Valentine Blough, and other
ministering brethren, were present at the feast.
Quite a number of communicants surrounded the
tables in the evening. The services were deeply
impressive, and better order I never saw at a feast.

Sunday morning and evening I again preached to
large and attentive audiences. The meetings,
throughout, were well attended. We had song
service each evening, half an hour before preach-
ing, led by Eld. C. G. Lint. While there were no
accessions, yet, we believe, all enjoyed the meet-
ings, and feel encouraged to "press" forward in

the work of the Lord. We love to " reap," but we
are also willing to sow. Tobias S. Fike.

Brookside, IV. Va., Sept. 22.

meeting. Our presiding elder, I. D. Parker, re-
signed his oversight of the church, and Eld. A. H.
Puterbaugh was unanimously elected as our elder
His health has not been good, but he is now a little
better. One dear soul was restored to church fel-
lowship. The report of the annual visit showed
that our members generally are in peace and union.
Brethren A. H. Puterbaugh and F. Crider were
chosen as delegates to District Meeting. We ar-
ranged to have a series of meetings this winter.
Our love feast will occur Oct. 9. We will have a
singing school in October. Our Sunday school
was reorganized Sept. 26. Bro. F. Crider was re-
elected as Superintendent. We have an evergreen
Sunday school. Clara E. Stauefer

Dunlaps, /ltd., Stpt. 27.

From Hutchinson, Kans

Wayside Notes.

Bro. Joseph Longanecker preached
w=eks near Gunnerville, a mission point
"« of the Donnels Creek church. Tf
a"ce and interest were good. There an
"embers at this point. During the series

At the meeting of the District Mission Board
of Southwestern Kansas and Colorado, Sept, J,

decided that, for the present, it would be
best for the church in which the Hutchinson Mis-

located, to look ofter the needs of the
until such time as the church may de-

:de to appoint special workers, or do otherwise,

5 may be best. This, also, was the mind of the
present workers of the mission.

We believe the above decision, carried into ef-

fect, and an earnest, consecrated effort made by all

.
ill result in great good, and while we

go to other fields of labor, our prayers go out in be-
half of the mission, for all who labor in it for the
prosperity of Zion.

Our sojourn with the mission and District Mis-
sion Board has been most pleasant, and may God
richly bless all for the glory of his kingdom!

Later.—We have decided to stop at McPherson,
Kans. Our aim is to make some preparations for

proposed trip through the
Cansas, for the present,

:d and our friends will address us

further notice.

J P. H
McPherson, Kans., Sept. t6.

future

churches of Northeaste

will be postpi

at this place t

From the Elkhart Valley Church, Ind.

Our harvest meeting was held Aug. 14. A col-

lection of S20 was taken for home and foreign mis-

s that day. We also have solicitors appointed
but few I to raise missionary money. Our quarterly council
of meet- 1 was held Sept. 25. Much busineis came before the

From Oak drove, Okla T.

The east end of this congregation met in coun-
il on Saturday, Aug. 21. An election was held,
nd Bro. Fred Provolt elected and installed in the
fficeof deacon. Bro. S. Edgecomb began meet-
lgs on Friday night before, and continued until

Sept. 3, when he had to go to other fields. Bro.
Gripe then took up the work and continued until
Sept. 11. This being a new point, considerable
time was taken up on doctrine. The Brethren
preached, in all, twenty-six plain Gospel sermons.
The attendance and attention were generally good.
As an immediate result, four precious souls were
buried with Christ in baptism, One that had wan-
dered away returned to the fold, and others are
nearly persuaded.

J. ]<. Waltman
Stroud, Okla. T., Stpt. 11.

From Falrvlew, Iowa.

Bro. Abram Wolf, our missionary evangelist,
came here Sept. 6, and gave us four missionary ser-
mons. We think it a wise plan of our Missionary
Board to take this way of awakening the mission-
ary feeling in the churches. Bro. Wolf is an ear-
nest worker in this cause. He appointed Bro. Dan
Van Meter, as General Missionary solicitor in this
church. There was a collection held on Wednes-
day evening, amounting to S6.00.

We often think, if every member of the Broth-
erhood would give just one penny a week for this
cause, how much good might be done! Every field

that needs a missionary could be supplied. When
ily one penny from each one would fill this great
ed, who is willing to withhold this one penny?

Are you, my brother, my sister?

Mvrta Leavbll.
Sept. 2f.

From Paradise Prairie Church, Okla. T.

This church met in regular quarterly council
Aug. II. Part of the business pertained to the
coming Ministerial and District Meetings, to be
held at this place Oct. 7 and 8, and which will be
followed on the 9th by a love feast. We heartily
invite all that can to be with us at that time.

In the evening after our council we enjoyed a
good talk by Bro. Saunders, of Nebraska, who has
been a missionary to India for another denomina-

Next day, Sunday, elder Jacob Applcman de-
livered two able sermons.

We have a good churchhouse and an evergreen
Sunday school, ably superintended by Bro. J. H.
Cox. Our church is centrally located, and sur-

rounded by a fine farming and fruit-growing coun-
try. We should like more families of good, faith-

ful Brethren to settle with us and help build up
ie here. There is work for many yet. Any
ihing to change location, might do well to

look here first, before settling elsewhere. If com-"
ing by rail, stop off at Mulhall, on Santa Fe R. R.,

ind take daily stage for Clarkson. Address, J. H.
Zox, Clarkson, Okla. T., who will promptly and
faithfully answer all questions. Daniel Wolfb.

Clarkson, Okla. T., Aug. 15.
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Notes x from x our x Correspondents.

INDIANA.

Kewanna.—The members of this congregation

met in quarterly council Sept. 4. Our elder,—Ja-

cob Fisher,—could not be with us on account of

sickness, so he sent Eld, Joseph Brower in his

stead. We decided to hold our Communion meet-

ing Oct. 23, beginning at 4 o'clock.—5. A. Blessing,

S'pt. 21.

Baugo Church.—Our harvest meeting was held

Aug. 28. Bro. John N-isbaum did the preaching,

after which a collection of S21.8/ was taken up for

the mission cause, and Si. 50 was paid in later.

Bro. P. W. Stuckman commenced a series of meet-

ings the same evening, and continued until last

evening. During these meetings we had good at-

tendance and interest, and six precious souls were

added to Christ by baptism.— Christian Metsler,

Warsaw, Ind., Sept. 20.

Upper Fall Creek Church. — To-day we had

meeting at the old church. Bro. Walter Gustin de-

livered an able sermon. Yesterday was our coun-

cil. Three deacons were elected,—brethren Henry

Swain, David and John Miller. We decided to

have a series of meetings, preparatory to our love

feast, Nov. 5. We have nine deacons now to help

in the work. We have three ministering brethren.

F.J. E. Green, Middletown, Ind., Sept. 26.

Salem Church.-Our councils were held Sept. 4

and 25. We pray for the day when more time may

be given to discussing ways and means of advancing

Christ's kingdom on earth, and to the missionary

interests of the church. We regret the resignation

of our dear elder, on account of old age and ill

health. The church now has chosen Bro. Jacob

Hildebraod as our elder. Our Communion meet-

ing will be held Oct. S.—Mrs. Lavina Zumbavgh,

Burr Oak, Ind., Sept. 27.

Middle Fork Church.—We held a special church

meeting today. Brethren J. L. Hazlett and Amos

A. Neher were forwarded to the second degree of

the ministry.—John E. Metrgtr, Edna Mills, Ind.,

Sept. 25.

Union Church. — Our recent quarterly council

passed off pleasantly. The membership was well

represented. Bro. S. F. Henricks was chosen del-

egate to District Meeting. We will reorganize our

Sunday school for the winter term, Oct, 3. Our

love feast will be Oct. 29. At our last regular

meeting Bro. Jerry Bottorff, of Pine Creek, was

with us and gave an interesting discourse.

—

Laura

Appelman, Plymouth, Ind., Sept. 21.

Pine Creek Church.—This church met in coun-

cil yesterday, at the Center house. The report

showed two hundred and seventy-two members in

this congregation. One more soul was added to

the fold last Sunday, and one to day. Our love

feast will be Oct. 2, at 4 P. M.—C. F, Rupel, Walk-

erton, Ind., Sept. 26.

Syracuse.—We met in our large house Sept. 4,

at 10 A M, Bro. Henry Wcrtzler presided. Bro.

Hiram Forney is holding a series of tent meetings in

this congregation, near Benton, Ind.

—

L. A. Neff,

Sept. 2t.

White Church.—The members of this church

m=t in council Sept. I. Eld. N. Bowers was sent

as delegate to Muncie, in the interest of the Tract

W irk. We appointed our love feast for Oct. 20.

—Edith Reitinger, Darlington, Ind , S pt. jo.

PENNSYLVANIA.

Ohiques Church.—Our council was held Sept. 13.

Considerable business was disposed of in a short

time. On account of the larpe number of mem-

Tiers in this congregation, it was decided to hold

two love feasts this fall,—at Fairview, Oct. 4 and 5,

and at G'een Tree, Nov. 9 and 10 Bro. Joseph A.

Long, of York, Pa., has promised to begin a series

of meetings in E'izabethtown, Oct. 9.

—

John C.

Z«gt
MastertonviUe, Pa., Sept, f}. __

New Enterprise.—Sept. 4 the church met in spe-

cial council with eldcs Jas. A. Sell, Sam'l J. Swigart

and Thos. B. Maddocks present, for the purpose of

ordaining an elder, but, as the church has four true

and faithful brethren in the second degree of the

ministry, they deemed best to ordain all four. The

elders present concurring in this, the four brethren,

vis, Geo. S. Myers, Levi F. Holsinger, Levi T.

Stuckey and David T. Detwiler were ordained to the

eldership. This church has now five ordained eld-

ers and is surely prepared to do good work for the

Master. On the next day (Sunday) we held our

harvest meeting. In the morning Eld S, J. Swigart

gave a very interesting and practical talk to the

children and the Sunday school in general, after

which he preached a very able harvest or thanks-

giving sermon to a large congregation. A collec-

tion, amounting to £40. was taken up for the India

sufferers.—//. A- Buck, Sept. 20.

Summit Church.—We have just closed a very in-

teresting series of meetings, conducted by Eld,

Jeremiah Thomas. He came to us Aug. 28, and

preached one week in the Cross Road church.

Eleven made the good choice. They were baptized,

Sunday, Sept. 5. Bro, Thomas then commenced

preaching in the Summit church, on the evening of

Sept. 4, and closed on the evening of the 12th. Sat-

urday, Sept. 11, two more were baptized and five re-

claimed, making eighteen in all. Our brother labored

earnestly for us. The whole church was built up.

Our love feast was the largest for years. One of our

number, Bro. Urias Schrock, went home with our

elder, Joel Gnagey, after love feast, took sick and

next morning about 6 o'clock his spirit took its

flight. He was a deacon in the Middle Creek dis-

trict. Thus ended the life of a Christian man, away

from home, and none of his family with him. He
was sent home on Monday on the train to Somer-

set.—John B. Schrock, Garrett, Somerset Co., Pa , Sept,

16.
IOWA.

Elkhart. — A soul-cheering meeting has just

closed at this place. Five young souls entered the

fold of Christ. Two are brothers of the writer.

We realize that our past prayers and pleadings

were not in vain.

—

Sarah Goughnour, Sept. 26.

Garrison Church.—We reorganized our Sunday

school to-day, to continue for six months. Breth-

ren E. H. Stauffer and Wm. H. Blough were chosen

Superintendents. We are arranging for a singing

class at this church, to He conducted by Bro. J,

Henry Showalter, of West Milton, Ohio, the last

two weeks in November.

—

Lizzie R, Pugh, Sept. 26,

Monroe County Church.—We held our church

council, preparatory to our love feast, Sept. 3. We
reorganized our Sunday school by electing Bro

Willis Rodabaugh, Superintendent. Our love feast,

Sept. 10, was a refreshing one to the soul. We had

excellent preaching, good order and attendance

throughout the meetings. On Saturday one was re-

ceived into the church by baptism,—a young hus-

band, whose wife had been baptized a few weeks

previous. On the fifth Sunday of last month we

held a harvest meeting. A collection was taken for

missionary purposes, which amounted to Sio. Bro.

Abram Wolf remained a few days after the love

feast, attending to the mission work assigned him.

Owing to the previous collection only S4.20 was

raised.

—

Emma. Funk, Frederic, Iowa, Sept. 20.

Ollie.—On Saturday, Sept. 18, was our council

preparatory to our love feast, which will be Oct.

15, at 11 A. M. We had a very pleasant council.

Brethren Frank Gillam and F. H. Heilman were

chosen delegates to District Meeting.

—

Mary Heil-

man, Sept. 2i.

Oakland.—Bro. Peter Brower came to us Sept. 13

and commenced a series of meetings next evening.

He preached eleven soul-cheering sermons, We
had fair attendance and attention. A dear young

son was baptized. Others also were deeply im-

pressed. We live isolated from the church, but,

thank God, not from his love and the Holy Spirit.

—Wm.A. Pope, Sept. 2$,

Maple Valley Church.—We held our feast on

Sept. 11 and 12. Bro. J. E. Rolston officiated. On
Sunday morning we had a children's meeting, after

which Bro. Fitzwater preached a very able sermon.

F. S. Siieneke, Sept. 21.

KANSAS.

Navarre.— I began meetings in Fairview, Brown

d,, Kins., Sept. 6. One meeting was held in

town, four in a country schoolhouse. Then we
went back to town, where we held forth the Word
until Sept. 21. Two brethren who had wandered

away, promised to come back to the fold.

—

C. H,

Brown, Sept. 2j.

Slate Creek Church.—Sept. 12 I accompanied

Eld. John Wise, now in his seventy-sixth year, to

a place of meeting in the southern part of the coun-

ty, where he preached three sermons to a very at-

tentive audience. He read from memory (as he

cannot see to read) the first twelve verses of the

sixth chapter of Hebrews and also i Peter 1: i-ti.

The appeals were many and earnest for him to come

again. There is one isolated sister at that place,

who had no knowledge of the church here, for four

years. On our return home we also visited anoth-

er isolated sister. — Simuel O. Frantz, Conway

Springs, Kens., Sept. 15,

Dorrance Church.—The members here met in

quarterly council Sept 11. We appointed solicit-

ors for Gospel Messenger and home and general

mission work. We decided to have a love feast

Oct. 16, at 2 P. M.—/. S. Slrole, Box 126, Dorrance,

Kans., Sept 20.

Oakvale.—In company with wife, Bro. John Wag-

oner and his daughter, Mary, we started Sept, 16,

by private conveyance, fo the feast in the Pleasant

View church, Phillies County. It was a pleasant

one. This church is in the care of Eld. Lewis Le-

rew. They have no resident minister. They much

desire a minister to move among them. The chil-

dren's meeting, on Sunday, was good.—John F.

CUne, Sept, 23.

Pleasant View Church.—Our Communion servi-

ces of this church were held Sept. 18. Thirty-

eight members communed. Our elder, Bro Larue,

and other visitors, were with us. We have no min-

ister, but have a good Sunday school and Bible

class. We hope some faithful minister will locate

among us —L. M. Ellrod, Sept. 27.

MARYLAND.

Sam's Creek.—Bro. G, S. Rairigh came to us to

hold a protracted meeting Sept. 4. He preached

nineteen sermons. We held our love feast on the

afternoon of Sept. II, which was largely attended,

The meeting continued another week, Five pre-

cious souls came out on the Lord's side.—Ephraim

Stovpr. New Windsor, Md., S'pt. 22.

Sam's Creek Church.—Bro. George S. Rairigh,

of Carolina County, Md„ commenced a series of

meetings here on Saturday night, Sept. 4, and

preached every night until Saturday, Sept. 11, at

which time we held our love feast, which was very

largely attended, both by members and spectators.

On Sunday morning the large meetinghouse was

crowded with peop'e, to whom Bro. Rairigh

preached a very able and interesting sermon. On

Sunday night he preached again, and on every

night until Sunday, and Sunday night, the 19th,

which was the last of his services with us. On

Monday morning he left us for his home. Five

precious young souls were converted,—four breth-

ren and one sister. On Sunday, after preaching,

they were baptized by the writer, in the presence

of one of the largest concourses of people that ev-

er assembled on an occasion of the kind in the

Sam's Creek church. It was supposed, by some

p;rsons,that a thousand persons were present to

witness the performance of baptism. Many per-

sons seemed to be deeply affected, and the best of

order prevailed. The loving services of our dear

brother among us, caused a great rejoicing of the

members of the church. Others were almost per-

suaded to become Christians.—Wm. H. Franklin,

Sept, 21.
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ILLINOIS.

Cerrogordo.—We have two flourishing Sunday
schools, and social meeting and teachers' meeting

nce a week. Eld. David Troxel is p*eaching at

two points, with the assistance of brethren A. L.

Bingamsn and R E, Burger. Eld. G. W. Gripe is

out in the mission field faithfu ! ly carrying on the

Lord's work.

—

E. A. Skively, Sept. 20.

Oakley. — Our Communion occurred Sept. 24.

Ministering brethren Menno Stouffer and S. S.

Miller, from adjoining churches were with us, the

former officiating. Although our attendance of

members was not as large as at some former meet-

ings, the interest and spirit of the meetings were

certainly commendable. On Sunday before our

meeting, two young sisters (of our Sunday school

scholars) made application and were received into

the church by bap ism.— D J. Blickmstoff, Sept. 27.

Sugar Creek.—We held our quarterly council

Sept. 18. Some of the members of West Otter

Creek and Pleasant Hill were with us,' as was also

our elder, Conrad Fitz. We decided to hold our

love feast Oct. 12.—/. M. Jlftiler, Sfpt. 25.

Macoupin Creek.— We met in council to day.

Preparations were made for the Communion which

will be Oct. 29th, at 4 P. M. Our series of meet-

ings begins Oct. 9. Bro. L. B. Watson, Girard, 111.,

was elecled agent for the Messenger. Love and

harmony prevailed.

—

M, Flcty, Giratd, III., Stpt 24..

NEBRASKA.

Red Cloud.—Our love feast was a very enjoyable

one. The surrounding churches were well repre-

sented. Eld. D B. Gibson, of Illinois, and J E.

Young, of Beatrice, officiated. Since our feast Eld.

C. B. Smith, of Pickrell, Nebr., has located here.

He is very favorably impressed with the country,

and the prospects of a growing church here — Sarah

Mehler, Sept. 25.

South Loup Church.—Bro. S. M. Forney came

to us Sept 6 and began a series of meetings, last-

ing till Sunday night. We held our love feast

Sept. 11. Three dear souls came out on the Lord's

side and were baptized. One will remain with us

while to the other two we gave letters. A great

interest was shown. We feel that the Lord was

with us.—/. C. Wright, Miller, Nebr, Sept ij.

Weeping Water Church.—We met in quarterly

council Sept. 18. We decided to hold our feast

Nov. 6, and a series of meetings some time during

the month of December. Our Bible meeting still

continue', with fair interest and attendance. This

church sends two delegates to District Meeting

and one paper.—/. L. Snazely, Alvo, Nebr,, Sept, 21,

WEST VIROINIA.

Beckley. — Bro, Geo. W. Hutchison came to

our place Sept. 4 and labored for us until the 12th.

We believe a foundation for much good was laid.

Our love feast, Sept. 10, was a pleasant one. Bro.

Hutchison also preached some sermons for the

Brethren at Shady Spring, which is a promising

field, if properly cultivated. Bro. Hutchison's

labors .were well appreciated.—Matthew P. Snuffer,

Sept. 16.

Mathias.—Sept. 14, Eld. Samuel Driver came to

the Lost River church and bfgan a series of meet-

ings. We had a fair attendance and a growing in-

terest, I think there are some very near the

church. Yesterday (Sunday), at 11 A. M., Bro.

Driver gave us an interesting sermon.

—

C. Fitzwa-

ter, Hardy Co., W. Va„ Sept. 20.

Abes Schoolhouse.—Bro. John Baker, from near

Burlington, W. Va, came here Sept. 15, and staid

one week. He preached, in all, ten soul-cheering

sermons. Two dear souls came out on the Lord's

side and were baptized. This is a new field, and

we hope our Brethren will oot overlook it.—A /.

Whitacrg,

Notice.—The District Meeting of the Second

District of West Virginia, will be held at the Nick-

low church Oct, 15 and 16. Ministerial Meeting

will be held Oct. 14. Those coming by rail will

^op at Moatsville, W, Va.—C. S, Nicola, Sfpt, 27,

Burlington.— Recently two more were added to

the Beaver Run congregation by baptism, though at

remote points.—one being fifteen, and the other
twenty miles distant. One was also received by
baptism at a point ten miles from us, in this con-
gregation, under the preaching of Bro. Geo. W.
Leatheiman. At these points we have monthly
appointments, and at the latter Bro. ). K Baker is

now conducting a series of meetings. Eld. G. W.
Wine, of Ottobine, Va., expects to be at our love
feast, Oct. 6.— Geo. S Arnold, S-pt20,

VIRGINIA.

Sandy Creek Church.—We held our Commun-
ion at Salem, Sept. 15. It was one of the best
meetings we ever had. About one hundred and
sixty members surrounded the Lord'a tables. The
ministerial assistance from adjoining congregations
was ample, for which we feel grateful. An aged
sister was restored. Our Sunday schools are pros-

pering.—Jeremiah Thomas, Cl'f'on Mills, W. Va.,

Sfpt 20.

Roanoke City.—We held a most pleasant council

Sept. 11, We selected the second Saturday in No-
vember as the time for our Communion. We ap-

pointed a committee of three brethren and three

sisters to look after new members moving into our
midst and to see after other mission work in our
town. Bro. Jonas Graybill (of the Botetourt

church) was with us and spoke very encouragingly

of our meeting and our work here. Bro. P, S. Mil-

ler is our elder, and we now number eighty-one

members,—three having been baptized since Aug.
1. We have a very good Sunday school, consider-

ing the length of time we have had a church here.

Bro. F. A. Skeggs is our worthy superintendent.

We use the Brethren's Sunday school literature in

our school and find it a great help.—Julia M. Gray-

bill, Sept it.

Barren Ridge.—Aug. 29 Bro. J. C. Garber began
a series of meetings in our new church in Jarman's

Gap, Blue Ridge mountains. He preached, in all,

fif'een sermons, closing the meeting with a love

feast Sept 11 Fifteen were baptized, there is one
applicant for baptism, and two to be reclaimed.

—

N. Wa ter Coffman, S<pt. 20.

Nokesville Church.—This church met for regu-

lar council in August, and for special, Sept. 6 Ed.
S. F. Sanger presided at the special council. We
decided to begin a series of meetings Oct. I, con-

ducted by a home minister. — /, N. H. Beahm,
Branlsville, Va„ S'pt. j8.

OHIO.

Dupont.—We met in council Sept. 18, with Bro.

Geo. Titier as Moderator. The church decided to

hold our love feast Oct. 9 and 10, at 2 P. M. Since

our last report three precious souls were baptized.

—

Emma R. Prowar.t, Sept. so.

Eagle Creek Church.—We met in our regular

quarterly council to-day. We decided to hold our

love feast Oct. 9, at 10 A. M. We have also ar-

ranged for a series of meetings in January, and ex-

pect Bro. Reuben Shroyer to assist us.

—

C. A. Bane,

Wiltiamstoun, Hancock Co., Ohio, Sept. 18.

OKLAHOMA TERRITORY.

Paradise Prairie Church.—We met in council

Sept. 11. Our elder, J. Appleman, presided ov< r

the meeting. One was restored. Two were re-

ceived by letter and two letters were granted

Brethren A. L. Gorham and I. H. Metzler were

chosen delegates to District Meeting.

—

Kale Metz-

ler, Oarkson, Okl*. T„ Sept 19.

Big Creek Church.—We met in quarterly coun-

cil Sept. 18. We reorganized our Sunday school

and elected Bro. John Filmore, Superintendent.

Brethren Sam Edgecomb and Green Filmore are

our delegates to District Meeting. We decided to

hold our love feast Nov. 6, at 2 P. M. Since my
last report four have been received into the church

by baptism. Bro, N. S. Gripe held a series of

meetings in the northeastern part of the church,

and Bro. Sam Edgecomb in the Southwestern part.

—Maria Edgecomb, Plum, Wayne Co., OkUt, T,

NEW YORK.

Brooklyn.- Eld. J. G. Royer paid us a visit the
i?th, and stayed over Saturday. On request he
held a love feast before his departure. He spoke
in the mission on Friday evening, officiated at the
feast Saturday night, and departed at midnight.
His encouraging words were much enjoyed by all.

Eleven members communed. A few failed to get
the notice in time, and some were hindered by
death in the family. The little band has been in-

creased, by members from Pennsylvania locating
in the city.

—

Chhtian Hepe, Sept. 20.

INDIAN TERRITORY.

Sapulpa— Bro. Gripe, from Oak Grove, Okla. T
,

came to us Sept. 18, and gave us some meetings.
Owing to the Baptist Brethren.just starting a pro-
tracted meeting, and occupying the house, we
thought best to delay a little longer. Of course it

was disappointing to us all, as Bro. Gripe had
come eighty or ninety miles. There are only two
members here. Bro, Gripe held an interesting

service at Sister Sarah Carver's home on Sunday
evening, and this morning started for home, prom
ising to come again in the future.- Lottie E, Carver,

Sept, 20.

MISSOURI.

Avery.—Two were baptized in the Spring Branch
church, Benton Co., Mo., Sept. \2.—B. E. Breshears,

Sept. 19.

St. Joseph.—We now have regular services Sun-
days, at 7:30 P. M,; also Bible reading every
Thursday evening. We are arranging for a series

of meetings; also will hold a love feast Oct. 23.— G.

H. Lutz.
WISCONSIN.

Chippewa Valley.— Bro. C. P. Rowland came to

us Sept. ii, and preached, in all, five soul cheering

sermons at the chu'eh, and four at a neighboring

schoolhouse. The interest and attendance were
good. At our council, Sept. 20, we decided to

hold our love feast Oct. 9. We expect Bro. Row-
land to be wfth us.—Carrie M. Baker, Sept, 21.

COLORADO.

Grand Junction.—The Grand Valley church met
in couoed Sept. 9, with H. H. Winger in charge,

The same evening the members enjoyed a love

feast.— Etta M Long, Sept. 23,

MICH1QAN.

Sugar Ridge Church,—We intend to commence
a series of meetings Sept. 18, conducted for one
week by our home minister, after which we expect

Bro. Isaiah Rairigh, of Woodland, Mich., to be with

us for one week longer. Our Communion will oc-

cur Oct. z. Our quarterly council occurred Sept.

II. All were found to be in love and union.—Israel
F'sher, Sept. /j.

Gait.—Bro. J. M. Lair came to us Aug. 28, to

hold some meetings. Sept. I we met at Bro. Bur-

ket's for Communion services. Bro. Lair officiated.

The meeting was well attended,—the first ever held

in the country, We then continued meetings at

the Gait schoolhouse until Sept. 9, having fourteen

interesting sermons in all. The attendance was

good. There are those who are thinking about

coming out on the Lord's side, and joining us in

the near future. We hope to see Bro. Lair here

again before long.—/. L. Butler, Sept. 22.

MINNESOTA.

Winona Church.—Our quarterly council was held

Sept. 18. Bro. J. H. Wirt presided. We expect to

hold a love feast Oct. 16. The church anticipates

holding a Bible Term in the near future. Eld. Ja-

cob Wirt was chosen delegate to District Meeting.
—Mary J. McDougall, Almon, Minn,, Sept. 21,

DISTRICT OP COLUMBIA.

^Washington.— No preventing Providence, I will

visit tne tuiiowing churches in Western Pennsj Ivan-

ia, beginning at Myersdale, Oct. 4; Elklick, 5; Sum-
mit Mills, 6; Garret^, 7; Brother's Valley, 8 and 9;

Middle Creek, .0, 11, 12; Quemahoning, 13; Shade,

14 and 15; Johnstown, 16; Altoona, 18. I may visit

the churches along the Pennsylvania R, R toward

Harrisburg on my way home, if arrangements can

be mzde.—Atfert Hettinger, Sept. 18.
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From the Turkey Creek Church, Ind.

We held our harvest meeting in the Gravel-

ton bouse Aug. 28. The meeting was a very

pleasant one. Bro. I. L. Berkey delivered a

very able discourse from Ps. 145: 4, after

which a collection was taken lor the mission

cause, resulting in ra'sing ?35-'S-

In the afternoon a children's meeting was

held. Before closing a collection was taken

by the Sunday school children, for the India

sufferers, which amounted to $14.01,

The members of this church met in quar-

terly council on Thursday, Sept. 2, at I P. M.

The annual visit found all in love and union.

We also made arrangements for our Com-

munion. We elected brethren J. C. Murra)

and D. Wysong as delegates to District Meet

ing. We received an aged sister back intt

the [old, that had wandered away. Our Com
munion occurred Sept. 9. About two bun.

dred communed. Bro. Geo. D. Zollers, of

South Bend, officiated at tbe meeting,

L, D. Ulery.
Nappanee, Ind., Sept. 20.

rts in bis work. Baptist

1 large chart, and in suet

rould seem none could I

Tbe meeting 11

merest to the clo: tinghous

well filled most of the time. There

additions to the church, bit the effort put

forth will certainly not all be lost. During

these meetings Bro. Will Suiter and wife

were received by letter into full fellowship

with tbe church. Lizzie McCollv.
Boon County, Iowa, Sept, 20.

• school

Prom the Cole Creek Congregation, 111.

Our quarterly council was held on the first

day of this month. We took up a collection

for home expenses and missionary purposes,

which amounted to over twenty-five dollars,

Our feast was held Sept. 11. The congre-

gation was large and gave marked attention

to the Word preached.

On Sunday, after services, one dear soul

made application for baptism. Besides the

home ministers Bro. C Fits was present, who
did the preaching, and did it well. He la-

bored with much zeal and earnestness. Our

feast was attended by members of adjoining

churches, as well as some who had never be-

fore seen the ordinances oi God's house prop-

erly observed.

Sept. 26 was the close of our S
being tbe end of the third quai

gret very much that we could

all the year. We announced, a few weeks

ago, that, on the last day of the quarter we
would have some singing and speaking by

tbe little folks and older ones. The day be-

ing pleasant, tbe crowd was large. The ex.

ercises were interesting, and at the close we
took up a collection for the India sufferers,

and raised eight dollars and fifty-five cents.

I do think if we, as ministers, would make a

little stronger effort, many a hungry one might

be fed, and we might thus save the lives of

many. Then, when our benevolence is shown

in behalf of the natural man, tbe people will

be more inc'ined to accept the Gospel.

We do hope and pray that the time is not

far distant when our beloved Brotherhood

will awaken more fully to the all-important

work of extending the Gospel more freely to

those who are destitute of the privilege of

hearing the true Gospel preached.

S. Bucklew.
Canton, III., Sept. 27,

From the Blue Creek Church, Ohio.

Bro. Prrrv McKimmey came to us Sept.

4, and remained until the igth. Six precious

souls made the good confession and were
baptized. One dear soul returned again to

the fold. The members were greatly built

up. I think there are more who are almost

Sept. 7 the church met in council. The
business was pleasantly disposed of. Bro.

Wm. K. Simmons resigned the care of this

cbutch, and hid. Jacob Kintner was chosen

in his stead. Bro. Orville Hall was chosen

as Superintendent for the next term of our

Sunday school. Our Communion was held

Sept. 18 and 19. We had a large attendance

and good order. Ella Williams.
Hedges, Ohio, Sept. 22.

From the Ames Church, Iowa.

This was flourishing church, but is

now left with

eied,

a few roerab

ke it difficult

to get el urch regularly. We have no
resident mini ter, a 1 preacbin g only once a

month. Kid. H. K Taylor, mi

gelisl Ic 1 the Middle District of Iowa, came
to us S =pt. , and began mee ing5. In con-

series of meetings, twenty in all, showing
forth fully the Gospel, as believed and prac-

ticed by the Brethren, He uses different

From Palestine, Ark.

We met in spec

elder, Bro Brubake
with us; also Bro. F
place. All busines

factorily. Arrange
love least, which w

al council Sept, 3. Ou
of Knoxville, Ark., wa-

ank Bradley of tbe same

was disposed of satis

nents were made for a

is held the following day

Slo: in!]. the :

preceding love feast, Bro. D. L. Fomey w<

ordained to the eldership. Two letters wei

read and one dear yonng sister was burie

with Christ in holy baptism.

On Sunday night Bro. Forney preached hi

last sermon here, and many were the sympa-

thizing tears shed at tbe farewell parting of

our beloved brother and s'ster and little babe.

They left us on Monday, Sept. 6.

Aug. 22 Bro. Forney baptized two young

brethren, as a result of a series of meetin|

held south of Palestine. A. B. Coover
Sept. 21.

From the Union City Church, Ind.

lined with us

sisted

day. Our love feast has been appointed for

t. 16, at 10 A. M. Brethren James £ Hel-

n and Amos Cook were re-elected Sunday
school Superintendents,

On Sunday morning, Aug. 19, we met for

,e re-organization of our Sunday school.

At 3 P. M, a few of the brethren and sisters

et at the home of Bro. Crous and held a

ason of worship with our aged sister, who
is been afflicted for years. She was then

lointed according to tbe teaching of James 5.

Esta Simmons.
Sept. 20.

Conestoga, Pa.

of Harnsburg,^T. 4, Bro. Frank Ha
Pa., formerly of Philadelphi

with us, and continued nearly three weeks.

\s a result of bis efforts, we have nine appli-

cants for baptism,— six of them very young
n years. Nearly all of them have been pu-

)ils in our Sunday school.

Bio. Haas deserves to be commended for

tbe bold and earnest manner in which he

upholds the doctrines of Christ, especially so

uce he has been only a short time identified

ith ihe Brotherhood.

We are sorry that, owing to the writer's

>sence from last council, our love feast for

ct. 12 aud 13 was not reported earlier.

Lizzie Myer.
Bareville, Pa., Sept. 2j.

, spring

From 5t. Martins, mo.

The series of meetings in the Prairie View
church, .which began Sept, 4, closed last

night. Bro. Israel Cripe, of the Walnut
k church, did the preaching. Bro. Cripe,

while here, proved himself to be a workman
needeth not to be ashamed. The sub-

jects were carefully prepared and handled,

vere well received by outsiders as well

e members. Doubtless, seed has been
that will, in God& own

up and bear fruit, Several

Imost persuaded.

Our council, preparatory to the feast, was
held Sept. 14. Another council was held on

iday morning, Sept. 16, to attend to a

:r that could not be settled at tbe former
:il. A spirit of love pervaded the entire

ing. The same evening we celebrated

offering and death of our Savior Bro.

Cripe officiated at the feast. A Bro. Smith, of

Michigan, was with us at our Communion,
Bro, Cripe left to-day for his home,

Bbrtha Krinq.
Sept, 20.

PROGRAMMES.

Tuesday Evening Sermon.—W. S, Long,

Address of Welcome.— C. L. Buck.

1. "The Cultivation of tbe Spiritual in the

Ministry."—C. L. Buck, A. Steinberger.

2. "Use and Abuse of the Imagination in

Preaching."—C. C Ellis, Brice Sell.

3. "What is meant by ' Kingdom of God,'

in Luke 22; 15, 16." —
J. S. Snowberger, Wm,

Ritchey.

4. " In what Way is the Reading of Poetry

a Benefit to tbe Minister?"—Jas. A. Sell, A.

B. Burket.

5. " Should our Young Ministers be Required

to Pursue a Course of Study?"—J. B. Fluck,

John Rush.

6. "Give an Exposition of 2 Tim 2:3,4."

—

Jas. R. Lane, Jno. B. Replogle.

7. "What is meant by 'Power' in Luke 4:

32? "—W. S, Long, Crist. Nicely,

8. " Expostulatory Preaching."— H.B.Brum-
baogh, J. K, Brown.

9. "Sermon to Christian Workers." — W. J.

Swigart.

10. "The Design of Degrees in the Minis-

try."—Levi F. Holsinger, Abram Myers.

11. "Are Public Debates on Scriptural

Doctrine Profitable? "—D. F. Detwiler, J. W,
Wilt.

12. "Explain 'Because of the Angels' ic

1 Cor. 11: 10."—J. B. Brumbaugh, S. J. Swig'

13. "What Part of Public Christian Service

should be Allotted to Ministers' Wives?"—
Annie Miller, E. B. Sell.

14. " A Proper Use of the Power of Observa-

tion in the Preparation of our Sermons," — T,

B. Maddocks, J.B.Miller.

15. "Simplicity in Preaching."—J, L. Hol-

singer, J. R. Stayer.

J. B. FlUCK, Chairman.

-MATRIMONIAL-

TROWER — BURGTORF. — At the resi-

mce of the bride's parents, Heizer, Kans.,

Sept. 16, 1897, by the undersigued, Fred

rower and Matilda Burgdorf.

J. J. Filbrun.

TAYLOR — MARTIN. — At Vogansville,

ancaster Co., Pa., Sept, 12, 1897, by the

irsigned, Mr. Amos Z. Taylor and Sister

Alice G. Martin, both of Spring Grove, Pa,

1. W. Taylor

FALLEN * ASLEEP . •

CLEM.—Near Ovid, Ind., in the Lower Fall

Creek congregation, Aug. 3, 1897, Sister Luan-
da Clem, aged 56 years and 1 1 months. Sister

Smith was born in Rockingham County, Va.,

Sept. 3, 1841. She was married to Philip

n, Nov. 8, 1859. She was the mother of

a children,— five boys and two girls. She
ed with the church in 1860, moved with

family to Indiana in 1863, where she re-

led until death. Her funeral took place

he M, E church, and was conducted by
Bro. Henry Fadeiy. Text, 2 Tim. 4: 6,

Florida J. E. Green.

BR1TTON.—In Orange County, Va., April

, 1897, William A. Britton, aged 69 years,

months and 10 days. He was born in Page
County, Va. He married Rhoda A. Breeden,

Sept 23, 1852; moved to Orange County in

F66. To them were bom ten children, two of

hom have gone to the spirit world. Three
re members of the Brethren church,—one a

by the writer.

))1£ -, \\l:

LEIGHTON.— In the Crow
Co., Tenn , Aug. 24,

of Bro. C. D. and Si:

Leighton.

MACHIMER.—At Hill Furnace, Pa., Sept.

1897, Sister Salina Machimer, aged 18 years,

6 months and 26 days. She leaves a father,

mother and two little children,

R. M, Wakefield,

Oct, g, 1897,

RIFE—Near Florida, Ind., Sept 4, i&w
Sister Delila Rife, aged 65 years, 11 monibi
and 18 days. She was born in Rockingham
County, Va., Oct. 16, 1831. Her maiden name
was Sutherland. She was married to Daniel
Rife Nov. 6, 1850. In 1853 they 1

Henry County, Ind., where she remained
until death. She was the mother of nine
children. Three sons and two daughters are

yet living. She belonged to the church for

a number of years and died in the hope of

a blessed immortality. Funeral services by
Bro. David Hoover. Fi orida J. E. Green.

MILLER.—At her home at Honey Creek,

Ind., Sept. 10, 1897, of typhoid fever, Eiiza-

beth Ann Miller, aged 23 years, 3 months and
26 days. Deceased was born May 15, 1874,

Fuoetal services conducted at the Upper
Fall Creek church by Bro. David Hoover,

Interment at the Miller cemetery.

Florida J. E. Grehn.

NICEWONDER. — In the White church

congregation, Sept. 5, 1897, of consumption
r Elizabeth Nicewonder, nee Long, aged

65 years, I mtnth and 22 days. Deceased
born July 13, 1832. She was mairied to

:s McCartr.ey. To this uuion one child

born. She was married to Joseph C,

Nicewonder Nov. 20, 1875. She was a con-

it member of the Brethren church for

about twelve years, She has been afflicted

veral years and blind for three or four

Funeral services were conducted at

the home by Eld. Cfiatles Campbell.

Edith Rhttingrr.

MUMAH.—At Union City, Ind., Virgie L,,

daughter of John and Hannah J. Mumata,

aged 16 years, II months and 27 days. Fu-

neral services conducted in the Disciple

church by brethren James Q. Helman and !

S W. Blocher. Interment in the New Lisbon

cemetery. £&ta Simmons.

CHEESEMAN.— In the Monocacy church,

Md„ Sept. 9, 1897, Bro. Richard Cheeseman,

aged 82 years, 3 months and 18 days. Inter-

ment at Beaver Dam. Funeral services by

the writer from Job 7: 2, 3 to a large congre-

gation. T. J. Kolb.

LAKE—At Oak Hill, Clay Co., Kans., at J

the home of her grandmother, Mary A, Sar-

gent, Aug 24, 1S97, of consumption, Sister

Addie, daughter of Bro. William and Sister

Amy J. Lake. Deceased was born April 2,

1877. At the age of thirteen she was bap-

tized into the Brethren chorch. About two

months previous to her death she was anoint-

ed by Eld. E. E. Root. By her request the

funeral services were conducted by D. J.

Kale. Her mother, sister and three brothers

preceded her to the other shore.

Mary A. Sargent.

CROSSEN.—In Mt. Morris, 111., Sept 23,'

1897, of typhoid malarial fever, Mina May,

granddaughter of Sister Elizabeth Brunet,

aged 10 years, 1 month and 16 days. Funeral

services were conducted in the College Chapel.

Sermon lrom 1 Cor. 13: 12, by Bro. G. B.

Royer. M. P. Lichtv.

MARTIN.—In the Ottawa congregation

Franklin Co , Kans,, July 5, 1897, of brain fever,

Ira Earl, only child of Brother Ird aud Sister

Mary Martin, aged I year, 6 months and N

days. Little Earlie was sick nearly all his life.

Funeral services conducted by Bro John Sher-

fy at the Brethren church in town.

Eliza A. Weaver,

ANKENY. — In the Plum Creek churcb,

Armstrong Co,, Pa„ Sept. 16, 1897, Sister Eliz-

abeth Ankeny, aged 64 years, 4 months and

29 days, Although Sister Ankeny was an

invalid, and afflicted with blindness tor (be

last few years of her life, she bore it all pa-

tiently nntil the end. Deceased leaves a hus-

band, Bro. Jno. L., and nine children. Fu-

neral services conducted by the writer, as-

sisted by Mr. Carl (Methodist minister), from

Matt. 5: 8. Interment in Elderton cemetery.

Frederick D. Anthony.

CUPP.—In the Poplar Ridge churcb, at

Napoleon, Ohio, Aug. 26, 1897, Mary Jane

Poor, aged 59 years, 9 months and 26 days,

Deceased was born in Fairfield County, Ohio,

Oct. 30, 1837, and was married to John J.

Cupp, June 11, 1864. She leave!

nd fiv(

of the German Bap
for the elders and \

hful member

church. She called

1 anointed during her

last illness, being a great sufferer from heart

trouble and dropsy, Services by David Lytle,

from 1 Sam. 40: 67. Caroline Smith,
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SLAVEN.—In the Martin Creek congrega
tiou, Wayne Co., Hi., Aug. 27, 1897, Sistei

Harriett E. Slaven, daughter of James and
Elizabeth Hyde. Deceased was born in Ran-
dolph County, Ind., Sept. 14, 1850. She
moved with her parents to Elkhart County,

Ind., in the fall of 1858, and from thence tc

Kansas, in the spring of 1879. She married

T. B. Slaven in February of 1888, and moved
to Wayne County, III., in the autumn of thi

same year. She, with husband, united witl

the church Dec. I, 1895. Her husband sur

vives her. Funeral services al the resident

by Eld. John Harshbarger. Interment a
Buckeye cemetery,

J. J. Scrogum.

AlNIM»lI\CbmhM|.>

DISTRICT nEETINQS.

LOVE FEASTS.

fBonvllle. Wayuecd!™

> H1 M (.r,., k C l

i south of Kgei

CHURCH DIRECTORY.

Los Angeles, CaU— No. 236 South Han-

Chicago, IIU— 183 Thirteenth Place. Serv-
es, n A. M.j 7: 30 P. M.; Sunday School, 10 A, M.

Baltimore City Mission.— 1 108 Towson

Northwest lUdthnore Mission.—Corner

Cedar Rapids, Iowa.—Cor. 4th Ave. and

Harrlsburg, Pa.—Meetings in Hall, Cor.

Washington, I). C—Naval Lodge Build-

St. Joseph, Mo.—Meeting every Sunday

655

Cap Goods.

J. J. ELLiS &. CO.,

General Commission Merchants

The Lord Our Righteousness.

Eld. S. N. McCann's new book, "The Lord
Our Righteousness," discusses a great ques-
tion in an able manner. It is one of the books
destined to make a sensation among llible

readers, and not one readerof the Mksshnihk
should be without it. Bro, McCann has had
the kindness to dedicate this excellent book to
the Home Mission Fund of the Brethren in

Baltimore, Md. The object of this fund is to
raise money to build a much-needed house of
worship in that city. The profits from the sale
of this book go to this fund, so tbat every book
sold will add to the fund. The work contains
128 pages, is neatly bound in good cloth, and
will prove one of the most interesting books
yet put out by the Brethren, Price, 50 cents
Will be sent post-paid to any part of the Unit-
ed States. Terms to Agents, 40 cents each,
prepaid, in lots of three or more. Address all

orders to this office,

The Doctrine of the Brethren Defended.

Wb are admonished by the apostle to give a

eason to every man of the hope tbat is in us,

Often we are interrogated upon points of
church doctrine on which we cannot give the
desired information, and would be glad to
ttnow just where to get it. "The Doctrine of
the Brethren Defended" contains a complete
xposition of the Faith and Practice of the

Brethren, the Divinity of the Holy Spirit, Im-
Feet-washing, the Lord's Supper, the

Holy Kiss, Non-conformity, Secret Societies,

th binding, 51.25; to

or fur-Add r< . tins olin,
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Plattsburg College.

OUR PUBLICATIONS.

THE CHILDREN It illu.;t,:M,-'l;

QUARTERLY. -Calcul

:a on the lessons. SiQKlc

da.; [o or more copies to

QUARTERLV.-Sultcd tc

> ADVERTISEMENTS <

The Holy Ohost c

Tni!

t the Holy Angels.

Do You Sing

icellent work, by Eld. Daniel Vai

man, treats the natuie, office and work of the
Holy Ghost in a manner that will prove 1

interesting and instructive reading, No
can r_-ad this part of the little book without
being greatly benefited.

The chapter on angels is exceedingly in

esting, and will give most of our readers m
information concerning the celestial mess
gers than they are likely to gather from
any other source within their reach. Th*
not a member in the church who ought n

read this little book, and especially ought the

preachers to read it, and recommend it to their

Price, 25 cents, or $2.40 a dozen, postage or

express paid by us. When ordering by the

dozen, give your express office, as weil as your
post-office. The cash should accompany all

orders. Address this office.

•Small Talk about Business.'

Revised and

iiness is money-making. Th
made by those who do not ma
;ry mistake you

] isl. !<..:

. REWARD CARDS.

n the book.

It is explained

be right, in the thousand and

o,have you examined the Brethren Sun-
day School Song Book? It is a well-arranged

arefully-selected collection of songs suita-

ble for the Sunday School, Prayer Meeting or

.Suouil Gathering.

Thousands of them have been sold, and to

introduce the book this offer is made to Sun-

day School Superintendents and Choristers.

Order a copy, either round or shaped notes,

accompanied with 35 cents, the retail price,

and we will send the book and a coupon good ! maki

for 3$ cents on the first dozen books or- It is a book for money-makers,
dered at the regular price, $3,60 per dozen pre- 1 It is a money-maker.
paid, Address: I Elegant cloth binding, gilt stamped; 128

Hr-KTHRKN Publishing Hoots,
[
pages, By mall, price, 50 cents, Address this

Mt, Morris, III, office,

little

You learn it by the book.

The book is: " Small T^lk about Business.'

It is simple and comprehensive, it tells just

exactly what you want to know.

book for those who have money

mi

call; limp, pi. In, 51 con; .re-beique, JS cent,,

BRETHREN PUBLISHING H0U5B.

MoiMIt MOTTll, IK.
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DISTRICT nEETINQS.

LOVE FEASTS.

HOMESEEKERS'

EXCURSIONS
Eed River Valley, Devils Lake, and

Turtle Mountain Regions

in North Dakota,

October 5 and 19,

Great Northern Railway

In Northern Minnesota and North Dakota, in-

cluding Mayville, Crary, Devils Lake,

Grand Harbor, Churchs Ferry,

Leeds, Cando, Bisbee, Rol-

la, and intermediate

One Fare for the

Round Trip

plus $2.00; tickets good for 21 days from date

of sale, and good for return any time within

limit. This will enable parties to visit the

original Brethren settlements in North Dakota

just as harvest begins.

Those who wish to go on any of these excur-

sion dates can get further particulars by ad-

dressing

MAX BASS,

imlhlriK i

lngsluy, Iowa,

SALVIA!'

6 SALVIA In oil

llllv I....U line

lulng centrally loci

25 cts. per Package; 5 for $1,C0.

CIILIIKAUl) SALVIA CI)., 1MCKFIIRD, ILL

WONDERFUL

ret Cemetery.

Stop "'.TSt? Tobacco!
Hindoo Tobacco Habit Cure. Perfectly

U°u?an wr?i*poatii>nil on wi>l'3tm.™

,(.ur"Vl'uido« K'',i',''.i",l'"l,-,',.v*.j"ul'l ap'i'tl

Doctrinal Outlines

One Fare, plus $2, for the
Round Trip

!

Visit Central North Dakota

Inspect the Harvest!

Secure a Home!

...HOMESEEKERS'...

EXCURSIONS

Octobez1 5 and 19

li Chicago, St, Joseph, Kansas City, Des

Northern Pacific Railway

O. W. MOTT,

WM. H, PH1PPS,

REVOLUTIONARY

!

A New Book,

'Mind Mysteries,'

What is "Spiritualism?"

What is "Christian Science?"

What is "Divine Healing?"

What is "Faith-Healing?"

What is " Religious Manis

Mesmerism? Witchcraft?

Hypnotism? Trances?

AGENTS WANTED

For Fall Planting

!

XS

Is a book of 77 closely-printed pages that is

growing in favor wherever it is known. It is a

work for ministers, Sunday school workers and
others, containing outlines on the following:

Historical, Doctrinal, Missionary, Secret Soci-

eties, Homiletics, Revivals, The Sunday School,

The Home.

It is highly prized in Smyrna. (See page 41

of Messenger.) Order soon, as the number
on hand is limited. Price, paper covei 15

cents; cloth, 25 cents, prepaid.

Brethren Publishing House,
Mi. Morris, 111,

A RARE BARGAIN!

BRETHREN'S

Plain Clothing

If you want

(y you.

When you buy from us

TAKB whac you canget""

We always

guarantee Satisfaction

some of whom will be found hi

nearly any community where llic

Brethrenreside. Samples of cloth.

measuring blank, tape line and

rules for ordering will be sent on application.

Our rules for self-measurement are so simple, any-

can understand them.

We want to hear from you.

PHILLIPSON CLOTHING COMPANY
WARSAW, INDIANA.

The Old Testament as Related to

the New Testament and

Christ in Both.

Deluding the Lor

raphed, and on -

CATARRH INHALER FREE.

Baltimore City Church.

ICHEAP EXCURSIONS TOi

iNEBRASKAl
•September 7, 21. October 5, 19.1

|A Dry, Heaithy Climate.

I
A Soil Unsurpassed for Richness,

|

easy to cultivate, and yielding")

all varieties of crops.
Tturlls Tsli.il r*Vt,r;.sk.-i ,,((,,, InlliM "!"
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h*EDITORIAL * MISCELLANY «-

Two years ago circulars were sent all over the

country, setting forth the sufferings of the negroes

in the South, and maintaining that their only hope

would be to emigrate to Africa, from whence their

ancestors csme, We were urged to publish one of

these circulars, and thus aid in the collecting of

money to defray the expenses of transporting the

negroes to Liberia, Africa. This we declined to

do, feeling sure that the colored people of the

South were getting along a great deal better than

the few who had gone to Liberia years before.

But three hundred and fifteen were induced to

lesve Georgia last year, and were taken to

what they thought to be the garden spot of

earth, the home of their ancestors. All who can

raise money enough to pay their passage across the

ocean, are now returning. They report that the

rest are homesick, and not a few of them have died.

All those living will return as soon as they can get

money enough to pay their way home. Every year

or two, a scheme of this kind is gotten up, and

numbers of ignorant negroes are drawn into it and

induced to emigrate to some locality not at all

adapted to their condition. The fact of the matter

is, there is no better place in this world for the ne-

gro, than the South. The climate and the soil

suit him the next thing to perfection, and he is

quite well adapted to the South, for those who
know how to use him.

We lived in the South long enough, and had

enough to do with the negroes, to learn something
°i their conditions, We never met a more content-

ed people, in fact, they are just a little too well

contented, in some things, for their own prosperity,

"or have we ever seen a people who enjoyed them-

selves better. They manage to live, many of them
are acquiring property, not a few are making con-

siderable progress in education, and, considering

that they are only one generation this side of slav-

ery, they are doing about as well as could be ex-

pected, and probably a great deal better than did

our ancestors, in the second generation from their

heathen state. True, some of the colored people

in the South, suffer; a few of them may be ill-treat-

ed, and, now and then, a mob may kill some of

them, but we are convinced that this suffering, in

its various phases, is no greater than may be found
in the mining regions of the North, and, also, in

some of the large cities. We believe that the con-

dition of the negro is yearly improving, and that, in

course of time, he will be accorded a treatment en-

tirely satisfactory to the best thinkers among them.

The negroes of the South, have their separate

schools, separate churches, separate Sunday schools,

and separate society and social privileges. The
most of these are fairly well adapted to their wants.

There may be some question regarding their educa-

tional privileges, but respecting the other privileges

named, we hardly see how the colored people could

be better accommodated under existing circumstan-

ces, As these circumstances change, there may be

a corresponding improvement in some of their priv-

ileges. Probably one half of them belong to some
church, principally the Methodist or the Baptist.

In their seivices, they are quite demonstrative, but

their worship is characterized by a deep earnest-

ness. As a general thing, their rude simplicity, es-

pecially in the rural districts, is rather amusing to

the Northern visitor. Out of these services they

get an amazing amount of real, solid enjoyment,

—rather more enjoyment than information. In this

way, knowledge comes to them very slowly, and

that "ignorance is bliss," is most thoroughly dem-
onstrated in their case. But it will not always be

thus. Among them are some men of rare attain-

ments, and these inspire others, and the foundation

is already laid for considerable development,

Slavery was the darkest spot that ever rested on

this continent, but it ended well. It was the means

of bringing thousands of ignorant negroes from Af-

rica to this country, and now seven million of their

descendants are here in a Christian land, among an

intelligent race, where they can learn the ways of

civilization. Their condition in the South, at this

time, is a hundred per cent better than it would be

were these people in Africa. An overruling Provi-

dence has shaped things for the good of those who
once exited only in bondage. In this respect all

things have worked out for the good of the negro.

He came here as an ignorant, heathen slave. He is

now a free, civilized man, and in reach of all the

forces, necessary to develop the race. He is here,

and he is here to stay. He is compleicly Ameri-

canized, and, in a nominal way, fairly well Chris-

tianized, as well as civilized. In these respects he

is far in advance of his brethren in Africa, and can

now feel that slavery, though wrong in itself, has

resulted in his good.

So far, our people have done nothing of impor-

tance for the negroes. We have no mission among
them, though there has been more or less talk along

that line. It has been urged that we raise money,

and open up mission points in the South, We be-

lieve this would be the proper thing to do, for the

colored race stands as much in need of the true

light as any other class, and, if the undertaking

should be wisely managed, we might, in the course

of time, have a number of churches among the col-

ored people. But, in order to make the work a

success, it must be conducted entirely separate

from the missions among the whites. We must or-

ganize the converted negroes into congregations
among themselves, and, as early as possible, give

them preachers of their own race, and thus help
them to reach a higher plane in Christianity than
that known to them at this time. This is the real

successful way of working among them, and is

probably the only way that good results may be ac-

complished.

Here is something that will interest our farmers,

and especially those who live close to a brook, or

other water course, from which power might be ob-

tained: Electricity is being extensively used upon
the large German farms. It is usually furnished by
the small brooks that intersect them. The water is

carried through a narrow canal to a dam, that is

erected for the purpose of obtaining the necessary

force, and drives a lurbine wheel, which develops

all the electricity needed. From the dynamo, the

current goes to an ordinary switchboard, from
which it is distributed to the various stations, and
wires, strung on poles, conduct light and power to

the buildings, the garden, and other parts of the

farm. This power is used for various purposes. In

thrashing, for example, an average of sixteen-horse

power is required. A sawmill can be run with a

twelve-horse power dynamo, and there are other

machines for cutting wood, pumping water, cutting

straw, ditching, and purposes that would never oc-

cur tp the American farmer. In this way, there is

a large saving in labor, both of men and horses, and
the -onvenience of having a farmhouse and barns,

stables, and other buildings, lighted by electricity,

can be fully appreciated.

The wealth of the Pacific Coast is something
wonderful, and the resources are now being devel-

oped as never before in the history of the country.

As yet it is mainly virgin sea and soil, but present

products indicate the va*t wealth which is awaiting

development. The Alaskan gold excitement is

stimulating discoveries elsewhere, and the older

gold fields are witnessing wonderful results. Vast

forests await the uses of increasing population,

while the wheat of that section is found in most of

the world's markets. The wealth of the waters in

the item of fish is wonderful. The salmon fisher-

ies may be regarded as yet in their infancy, as the

rivers north of the Columbia and Puget Sound,

have, as yet, scarcely been touched. Just now the

salt wa'er fisheries are attracting attention. A few

steamers, last year, caught 1,500000 pounds of hali-

but, which was shipped fresh across the continent,

to the Eastern cities. With the large number of ves-

sels and men employed, the whole Atlantic catch

last year was but 7,000,000 lbs. The western fishing

fleet is sure to increase, and rival that of the Atlan-

tic, Seward's predictions, as to the future great-

ness of the Pacific, is already being fulfilled. But
this does not include the wealth there is in the fruit

industry, which is probably equaled by no other

section of the world. Surely, the Pacific Coast is a

favorable region, for which the people ought to be

very thankful indeed.

A few days ago the "pneumatic tube" system of

ail transportation was given a trial at New York,

and if found successful for longer distances, will be

introduced generally, The first package sent was a

handsome Bible, It traveled the distance of one

mile In a few seconds,
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ESSAYS'

THE LIQHT OF THE WORLD.

n I Bin Hi- IU;lil of t.h.. worl.l."
• Yo are the light of tho world

" To Macedon! To MacedonI

O bringers of the dawn, press on

So tings the cry imperious
" Thou hast the light God meant U
A myriad hearts are waiting thee

In darkling lands beyond the sea

" Thou canst

Too awful i

toft r darkness guess,

rnfulness,

With God a dark, suspected power,

And man his plaything for an honr.

Life a dark mockery, that death.

With blacker gloom, envelopeth.

" Such darkness wraps our lands about;

Thou hast the light! O flash it out,

Till island, continent, and sea,

Catching the b-ams that come from thee,

Turn from the blackness of their night,

To light, to all-embracing light!

" L'ght of the world indeed was he,

The beacon set on Calvary:

Light of the wor'cl indeed art thou;

His name he gives thee. Now, O now,

Arise and shine. In Macedon
We wait the dawning, all and one.

" As he was in the world, thou art,

To work his work, to play his part,

To finish all that be began,

To tell the love of God to man,

Till man below, and God above

Love and are loved in utmost love!
"

And still the cry rings on and on

From out the darkling Macedon;

For God and man alike be.'eech,

Each yearning for the love of each;

Brothers, to you and me they cry,

Light of the world—are you?—am I?

— World- Wide Missions.

'HOW SHALL I BEGIN ?"

The contents of letters received, referring to the

Vacation Talks on " Soul- winning," lead to the be-

lief that, aside from the ministry, there are many
young brethren and sisters who have a strong de-

sire to be soul-winners, but, for want of knowing

how to proceed, they shrink from all effort of per-

sonal work. The question with them is, "How
shall I proceed?

Well, my dear reader, it is a fact that the saying,

"Whatever is to be done, must be done in some

way," is true of leading souls to Christ, and hence

your question is in place. There are certain gen-

eral conditions, the fulfillment of which is abso-

lutely essential to real success in soul-winning.

These conditions are few and simple, and sucb that

any one who wil', may meet and fulfill.

First, in order to be really successful in leading

others to Christ, you must yourself be truly convert-

ed. "When thou art converted strengthen thy breth-

ren," was the language of the Savior to Peter; and

if we would lead souls to Christ, we ourselves

turn away from sin and worldliness, and be wholly

controlled by the spirit of God's Word in th

and purpose. In dealing with souls the one

vailing anxiety should be to come to them as an

"ambassador in Christ's stead."

Secondly, if you would win souls you must be

filled with " hunger for souls." Your own heart

must go out in love for souls, like some men's

hearts go out in longings for money and popularity.

Without such longing for the salvation of souls,

your efforts must necessarily be mechanical and
powerless. Y <u may kcow how to approach men
and what to say to them, but if love for souls be

wanting, there will be no power in your work, and
it will not touch the heart.

Again, since "the Gospel of Christ is the power
of God unto salvation," the soul winner must also

have a working knowledge of the Bible. The Word
is "the Sword of the Spirit," and you must know

how to use it, not only to show men Jesus as the

Savior they need, but also to meet and overcome

the difficulties in the way of their accepting him.

But you repeat, "How shall I begin?" "How
shall I approach those away from Christ?" No
definite rule can be laid down, to be followed in

each of the various cases one meets. What may be

a most successful way of approach in one case,

may not be fitting in another, and what may be

helpful to one individual may not be tc another.

That there is much in the manner of approaching

an individual, must be admitted by all. A good
way of approach is to engage the person in con-

versation on some general topic, or on something

suggested by passing events, and so lead around

to the subject of religion. As a Bible example of

this manner of approach, see John 4: ;-26. It is

often a good plan, especially if the person be an

entire stranger, to broach the subject at once by

asking, " Are you a church member?" "To what
church do you belong?" "Are you a Christian?"

or some similar question. If this is done earnest-

ly and prayerfully, it will frequently set even very

careless ones to thinking and result in their con-

version. It is surprising how often one who un-

dertakes this work in humble dependence upon

God, and under his direction, finds the way already

prepared by a readiness to be talked to.

As a rule it is best, as a beginner, to approach

persons with whom you are acquainted, and whose
confidence and affections you possess. Once the

subj-'ct is opened, the first thing to do is to ascer-

tain where the person, with whom you are dealing,

stands religiously. This is important to a wise

treatment of the case.

In starting out upon the work of leading souls

to Christ, do not allow a feeling of timidity, caused

from fear that you may give offense, deter you

from making the effort. Be natural and courteous,

but serious, while you talk to your subject upon

the question of his personal salvation, and before

separating, extend an invitation for a future meet-

ing, to talk the matter over more fully. At such

meeting use "the Sword of the Spirit, which is the

Word of God " to meet difficulties and objections

that may be presented, Ask the Lord to direct

you in "rightly dividing the Word of Truth," As
far as possible, converse with the inquirer alone

and in quiet, having him to read aloud, from the

Bible, the text to be applied. Do not depend on

your ability to apply the Word. " It is the Sp'rit

that quickeneth." Do not fall into the habit of re-

lating your experience, or that of others, but let the

inquirer lean on the Word of God, and not on

somebody's experience of it Do not allow your-

self to be drawn into a warm discussion on any.

Finally, do not fail to ask God to lead you to the

right person to approach, and to give power to

that which he has given you to say. We all need

the guidance of the Spirit in every case, and we
should ask God not only to send a message, but al-

so the Spirit's power to send the message home.

After having done that which seems to have been

your whole duty, in a given case, whatever may
have been the apparent result, whether successful

or unsuccessful, commit the case to God in prayer

Mi Morris, Til.

WAlTINfJ FOR THE HARVEST THE BEST ROOM.

BY EMMA A. RHPLOGLE.

Some ministers are anxious to see the fruits of

their labors at once, and they think if they have

no immediate harvest, they have toiled in vain,

Some very good fruit is sometimes reaped after

the sower has long been dead.

I was impressed ivitn. this thought at our spring

love feast. Among others who came forward to

be received into the church by baptism was a man,

strong and seemingly in the prime of life, from

a distant part of this congregation. I had known
hia family ever since I could remember anything,

I said to myself, when he came forward: "There

is fruit that has been forty years in coming to

perfection,"—good, ripe fruit-

I met him a few hours after he was baptized

and told him what I had thought. He said, "You
are right, but I am older than you think. I am
sixty years old." He said he had attended the

Brethren's meetings and a love feast, back further

than I could remember. He said, " I always liked

this church because its people are plain and com-

But the ministers who preached then were not

all gray headed. Brethren Quinter, Hauger, Lint,

and others, preached at this point different times,

The former have gone to their reward, and now
almost fifty years after their sowing the seed, we
have the fruit of their work. "Casi thy bread

upon the waters: for thou shalt find it after many
days."

I had an opportunity, a few weeks ago, to spend

an evening at a beau'iful old mountain home, in

plum time. The evening was quite rainy, and we

had to seek shelter on the way, from a thunder-

storm, but after this was over, the purer air, the

refreshed vegetation and the beautiful wood-

land were more enjoyable. As we neared the

green mountain slopes, memory brought back

pictures of other mountain homes, enjoyed in hap-

py days gone by. On my way I learned that the

old grandfather at this home,—our aged brother

Teeter, — was to be anointed that evening. He
was not very sick, but wanted to have this at-

tended to as a duty and privilege. The ministers

were already there, as well as the children and

grandchildren. The scene was impressive, as

brethren Koontz and Meyers stood by this old,

patriarchal saint of God, and ministered unto him

the anointing, and laid hands on him and prayed.

I noticed some things in this home, so different

from some old people's homes. He was given the

best room in the house. He had plenty of room

for his old-fashioned chair, and a place convenient

to hang his cane. Nothing was placed in his

room that he would not enjoy. His grandson's

books occupied a corner which he enjoyed. Old

people are often shoved in a corner with no room

for their old-fashioned belongings, and the rooms

and walls are filled with a lot of tawdry stuff.

New Enterprise, Pa,

"AS A MAN TH1NKETH."

BY A. W. VANIMAN,

" As a man tbinketh in his heart, so is he."—Prov, 23: 7,

No more important statement can be found in

the Bible, so far as it concerns us as human beings.

Christ emphatically recognized this in his teach-

ing. In the Sermon on the Mount he said, " Bless-

ed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God."

Thus we understand that seeing God depends up-

on the condition of the heart. Jesus again says,

" I am in you and you in me."

Again; we are to get into the kingdom of God,

while we also read, " The kingdom of God is with-

in you." We all hope to get into heaven but be-

fore we can do so, heaven must be in us. Just so

no one will be cast into hell until there is hell in

his heart.

In 1 Sam. 16: 7 we read, " Man looketh on the

outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the

heart." Here is a general statement which is as

true to-day as ever.

The world often judges men simply by the out-

ward show they make, and look no farther, If a

man has made a success of money matters, lives

in a fine house, drives a fine turnout, and dresses

well, he is respected and looked up to. No ques-

tions are asked as to how he obtained his money,

even though he may have made it dishonestly, and

at the expense of the heart's blood of his poor

brethren. The immense strike of the coal-miners,

of recent date, is an illustration of this. Some

of these mine-owners are rich and getting richer

through the oppression of the poor, but God looks

upon the heart. Many wrongs will never be
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rjgh?ed in this world, but will be at some future

time. An old saying is, " if the heart is right, all

is right." This is true, but may be wrongly ap-

plied, ofttimes, Some persons use this when they

desire to evade some of the plain commands of

the Bible. On the other hand we should not be

too ready to condemn those who are living to

the very best of their ability, in accordance with

what they have been taught. He who lives near-

est to God, both inwardly and outwardly, be-

comes most like him, and has the greatest amount

of happiness.

The heathen are not to blame because they have

not the blessings of the Gospel, but the church is

seriously at fault if she does not use alt her efforts

to make them pure and holy, by giving them the
' Gospel.

GIVING FROM THE HEART.

There are three ways of giving:

1. To be seen of men.

2. Grudgingly and because we are ashamed not

to give.

3. Cheerfully with a desire to do good thereby.

Regardless of the manner in which the giving

is done, a benefit may accrue to others, but the

third way mentioned is the only one in which vie

may expect any permanent benefit to accrue to

ourselves. So in the formation of our characters;

it all depends upon the motive by which we are

guided.

The Pharisees did numerous things to gain pop-

ularity, but Jesus read their hearts. So, if we
should do anything simply to gain popularity, God
will read the heart and judge us accordingly.

Again; the condition of the heart will show it-

self outwardly, to a great extent. The man who
shows a fondness for telling and hearing impure
stories, or jokes, is just as surely impure in heart.

The man or woman who loves to make a display,

either in dress or talents, shows a proud and vain

heart. No true Christian will dress for the pur-

pose of display, hence the apostle advises modest
apparel. This desire for display can only be eradi-

cated from the heart by conversion and the grace
of God. Hence the importance of educating the

church on the sinfulness of pride and vain show,
and thus getting the mind renewed. The result

will be a transforming instead of conforming to the

world.

M itnd Ridge, /Cans.

THE MOST SUCCESSFUL MISSION WORK.

JOHN HOHLER,

On of the dis'inctive features of the Chris-

tian life, is its desire for activity. When a person
is truly converted to God, one of the first things he
seeks, is to do something for his Savior, and the
more purely Christian is this motive to do, the

more eagerly are sacrifices made.
I will take it for granted that every earnest work-

er who reads this, knows that it is only through
loving sacrifice that we perform profitable service

to God. Of course, the greatest profitable sacrifice

is that of self, out of love to God, but how to sacri-

fice self may be a serious question sometimes. One
answer, however, may be given, that will be true in

every instance, via,, that way, open to us, by which
we may be able to do the most good in the name of

Christ.

Because the general cry from our Mission Boards
ls for money for mission work, a consecrated broth-
er

» engaged in a prosperous business, may conclude

support two
! i\-, ss, and this is bett

: to the work of

ofits of hi

l o give his own en
instead of to his b

it better? Will the two or three mission-
aries, supported by the brother, accomplish more
than the one brother who is managing his finances

J successfully, were he to devote his time and tal-

u "n church work? Not necessarily. They may
even less, Why? Because the peculiar ability

to make financial work a success, may accomplish
even more unusual results, if turned to making the

f work a success.Lord's

The same talents that make business, conscien-
tiously conducted, a success, may often be applied
with equal force to furtherirg the Lord's work.
For instance, a brother has a good, level business
head. He begins his business career with small
capital, outside of his brains. He is energetic,
terprising,—a keen judge of human nature, an
ganizer. Directly he has men working for him, at
a profit to himself. He chooses just the right
for the right place, and every man's work counl
the business. The result is, he makes a final

Wha^might his work have doue, if applied d
rectly to extending mission work? His energy and
enterprise would have helped to make him a " work-
man that needeth not be ashamed." His keen
judgment of human nature would have helped him
to be "as wise as serpents and harmless as doves."
His talent as an organizer would have enabled him
to put every convert to work, and just the right
kind of work. The result would have been a hand-
ful of workers directly, instead of just one. Then
there would have been an organized church of
workers instead of a handful,—a district of workers,
instead of one church. To accomplish the same
work may have required a dozen men of ordinary
talent, the same length of time. Then, would the
brother have done better to follow his worldly busi-

ness, and support two or three missionaries of less

talent, instead of devoting his own ability to the
work?

Again, a sister may teach school, and out of her
wages support a missionary. But if her ability to

instruct and drill a company of children in school
work were put to gathering a company of children

and youth, and leading them to Christ, then, to

work for Christ, might not the result soon be great-

er than the work of two missionaries, of less talent,

for gathering souls?

The subject might be developed farther, on this

line, but my object is to lead us to thinking. The
pictures I have drawn are not fanciful, but they are

real in our church to-day. Much of the most suc-

cessful work in the mission field is being done by
men and women of exceptional ability for worldly

pursuits, who are devoting their talents to the

work of the church.

But if all of our financiers, whose talents are

adapted to disseminating the Gospel, were to de-

vote their time to church work, where would the

funds come from to carry on this work? This is

easily answered. Providentially God would bless

such consecration to his service. Naturally, every
mission point would be made, as nearly as possible,

self-supporting from the start, and would soon be
helping support other missions. They would yield

fruit at once, instead of being kept, entirely, by the

church, as we sometimes see it The general who
wields the Gospel sword to the best effect, will

teach his little army that a " free Gospel " does not

mean a Gospel free (financially) to the recipient,

and expensive (financially) to the dispenser. Such
a Gospel is no more truly "free," than where the

expense is borne by the recipient at the extrava-

gance of the minister.

There is no more clearly-enjoined doctrine in the

New Testament, than the teaching to give for the

support of the work (Luke 6; 38; 1 Cor. g: 4),

and if this were taught as emphatically as the ordi

nances, evety convert would be a giver, just as he is

an observer of the ordinances. There is no danger

of the work suffering financially, because of breth-

ren and sisters devoting their best talents to active

mission or church work,

I would like to call attention to some of the early

fruits of missions, where the new forces are organ-

ized for the work as fast as gained. Look at our

new mission in Asia Minor, sending out its workers

to adjoining cities. See the India mission, with her

native workers already. Then Denmark and Swe
den should not be forgotten, as the awakening spirit

of the Brethren's foreign mission work, and the

zealous workers there have stimulated the mission

work at home to an extent almost incredible. la

our own America, the Florida mission, under the

care of the General Missionary Committee, is re-

cently reported to have given more per capita, per
year, than any other State in the Union.
The noble work of other mission points would be

more apparent if the difficu'ties encountered v ere
better known. But why all these results? One
cannot help concluding it is because of a proper or-

ganization of the Lord's forces, blessed by his spir-

it. The work is carried on by his missionaries de-
priving themselves of the comforts of a quiet home
life, and of the time and talent necessary to make
themselves an earthly home, in which to spend the
evening of their lives; and this is all for the salva-
tion of souls and the building up of the church of
God. All they ask of their brethren and sisters, is

a kind appreciation of their work, and temporal and
prayerful support. Is this asking too much ?

When talents, that might be worth gold to their pos-
sessors, are bequeathed to the service of the church,
will not the church gladly give those servants her
hearty and generous support? The prosperity of
Zion has always been through the devotion of the
best talents of God"s children to his service, and it

will always be so. Money cannot pay for those
talents, and popularity can never reward them.
The work of God's church cannot be computed up-
on a basis of dollars and cents, or of worldly in-

ducements, but upon the giving up of earthly

pleasures and pursuits by the noble sons and daugh-
ters of God.

Then let every child of God hold himself in read-
iness to do whatever the Lord wants him to do.

Let not our mind be, " What do we want to do for

God;" but, "What does GWwant us to do?" We
need not worry one second about God putting us to

work where he wants us. There is plenty right at

our hand to do, and when we are truly consecrated

to him, we will do that work, be it ever so humble
and insignificant, or so great as to call for a sacri-

fice of our lives for him.

Warrensburg, Mo,

THE CHURCH IN LAW.

Milton Rbmley, president of the Iowa Baptist

State Convention, in a late issue of the Standard,

gives some valuable information concerning the

church, in the eyes of the law, He writes with spe-

cial reference to the laws of Iowa, and, in other

States the statutes are probably ab <ut the same, so

far as they relate to the interest of the churches.

The reading of the article may give to our people

legal information of some value. The writer says:

incorporation.

The law permits churches to incorporate, and af-

fords an easy and inexpensive method for so doing.

By incorporating they become artificial persons,

with all the rights and privileges of a natural per-

son. They can own property and transfer it; can
make contracts, and can sue and be sued in their

corporate capacity. Members may die, move away,

or leave the church, but the corporation does not

die as long as any remain therein, and the title of

the property is unaffected by any deaths or chang-

es in the trustees or membership. The members
of an incorporated church are not personally liable

for the debts of the church. The property of the

church may be seized and sold on execution to pav
the corporate debts, but the property of the indi-

vidual members cannot be taken.

In case a church does not incorporate, the rule is

different. The law treats it as a voluntaiy associa-

ted. A voluntary association is, to all intents and
purposes, a partnership. It can not maintain a suit

n the name of the church, but, if it is necessary to

bring a suit, it must be brought in the individual

names of all the members. So, if suit is brought

against the church, the individual members must be

made defendants, and they are personally liable for

the church debts, as a partner would be for the

debts of the partnership. It matters not that one

may not have approved of the contract under which

the debt arose—he may have actively opposed it

—

yet he is held personally liable, and a personal

judgment may be rendered against him. So, too,

one who has grown luke warm, and does not attend



the business or other meeting, of an unincorporated

churcli, is personally liable on all contracts made

by the church while he is a member.

Most of the thurches of Iowa are incorporated, yet

the importance of this is sometimes overlooked.

There is greater security for the property acquired

by incorporating, and the members are emboldened

to undertake greater things for the church when they

realize that what they give nr subscribe is the ex-

tent of their personal liability. The expanse of in-

corporating is only nominal—a small fee to the

county recorder for recording the articles of incor-

poration; the lawyers beine, as you know, public

benefactors, generally charge little or nothing; for

preparing the articles ot incorporation. The prop-

erty of churches, and contracts made by churches,

receive, at the hands of the civil courts, exactly the

same consideration, and are governed by the same

rules as tho^e ol other co'porjtions or voluntary as-

sociations, as the case may be.

Church or religious incorporations <

gifts, and a subscription made, becomes a binding

contract, which can be enforced against the sub-

scriber by law in the same manner as any other con-

tract. Such corporations may also be made the

legatee m devise under a will the same as a natural

person, with this exception: In case the testator

have a wife, child, or parent surviving him, he can-

not bequeath to any such corporation, more than

one-fourth o ( his propfrty remaining after the pay-

ment of his debts. The bequest is valid only to the

extent of one fourth. There is nothing in the law

to prevent one from bequeathing all of his proper-

ty, subject to the rights of his wife, if he have one

surviving him, to four such co' p orations, one-fourth

to each The design of the law is to prevent an im-

pulse, promp'ed by love, gratitude, or fear, which

may be plausibly set forth by a spiritual guide to a

confiding parishioner, from doing an injustice to the

near relatives of the testator. Sometimes gratitude

for spiritual consolation makes a man forgetful of

those depeno'ing upon his bounty, and he is moved

to give all he has to some one church. This is a

noble impulse, but it hardly ever strikes the same

man four times. The law recognizes this, and the

provision referred to affords a sufficient safeguard

to protect a worthy parent, wife or child.

There is a distinction to be observed between a

church, as an organized body of believers united to-

gether for spiritual edification and worship, and the

legal corporation or society Sometimes the cor-

poration or society, has members who are not

numbers of the church, and may not endorse all of

its doctrines. The church incorporation is the

agency that has charge of the temporal affairs of

the church, using the term in a Scripturaf sense.

The corporation owns the property and manages it,

makes the contracts and is liable for their fulfill-

ment, and must conduct the business affairs so as

to carry nut the purpose for which the church was
organized. Permit me, to avoid a confusion of

terms, to call one 'he church Scriptural, and the

other the church corporate. The church Scriptural

has exclusive jurisdiction over all questions relat-

ing to the doctrines of the church, the recption or

rejection bf the members, and all questions of dis-

cipline or expulsion of its members. It may, and
does elect trustees or officers of the corporation or

church corporate. The officers v/ho are elected for

the administration of the ordinances, and for car

rying on the spiritual work of the church, such as

deacons, Sunday school superintendent, chorister,

etc
, need not, and properly should not be named

as officers of the church corporate.

The church corjorate has to do with the tempo-
ralities and business affairs alone. It is in law the

recognizer! agent, trustee and manager of the prop-

erty and temporal affairs of the church Scriptural.

But it has nothing to do with the qurstiens of dis-

cipline of members or any other question that be-

longs solely to the church Scriptural. This distinc-

tion is often overlooked and confusion arises in

many minds beciuse thereof. The churches legal,

or corporations, are the tangible bodies of which

the law and courts take cognizance. The law per-

mits them to exist as a means or agency for carry-

ing on the legitimate work of the church Scriptur-

al. It permits corporations to consist of trustees,

directors or managers, elected by conferences, as

sociations, synods, or any religious organization,

for the purpose of carrying on the work of i

religious denominations. Under this law, or \

similar to ours, are incorporated such organizat

as our Baptist State Convention, the denominat

al colleges or schools, the great foreign and home
missionary societies, the publication societies, etc.

The Methodist Book Concern transacts a business

annually amounting to millions of dollars. There

are vast sums handled annually by all the great de-

nominational societies and institutions, The offi-

cers of these incorporated denominational societies,

who really stand for, and are the corporation, are

chosen directly or indirectly by the church Script-

ural. The cffi:ers, thus chosen for these societies,

may not have a dollar of pecuniary interest in

them, yet they become the managers of great in-

corporations, which have a legal existence, and are

capable of holding property, making contracts, su-

ing and being sued. They are the offspring of the

church Scriptural,—the legal agencies for carrying

on its work. This is precisely the relation of the

local corporate church to the church Scriptural.

NO LEGAL CONTROL OVER CHURCH SCRIPTURAL.

It is a well recognized principle of law that the

courts will not attempt to control or rev :ew the

action of the church spiritual, which, by the way,

relieves the court of a great responsibility. The
church corporate stands before the law and the

courts the same, and is judged by the same rules as

a secular corporation or person. In a case before

our Iowa Supreme Court, it appears that the plain-

tiff was expelled from a Baptist church for an " in-

sufferable offense," and brought suit against the

incorporated church to compel it to reinstate her.

The court noted the distinction to which I have re

fetred, and refused to grant relief. The expulsion

was the act of the church Scriptural for offenses

against its discipline or rules, and this action of the

church could not be reviewed by the court. It was
not the act of the church corporation, and while

the expulsion from the church Scriptural had the

ffect of depriving the plaintiff of membership in

the corporation, yet, it not being a corporation for

pecuniary profit, the plaintiff had no property in-

terest therein, and was not entitled to any relief in

the courts.

This is in harmony with the decision of the

courts of all the states which have come under my
observation. Courts of equity are sometimes ac-

cused, like the light-fingered gentry, of taking hold

of everything in reach. This is a mistake. They
are unanimous in refusing to take up for review a

church trial, involving questions of doctrine, faith

or practice. Whenever they see lying in their

road the bruised and mangled forms of those

wounded in an ecclesiastical scrimmage, like the

priest and the Levite of old, they pass by on the

other side. It is held by all courts of this country,

that questions of doctrine, of faith and practice,

and rules or ritual for worship, are matters with

which tribunals established by the church have ex-

clusive jurisdiction. The decision of such ques-

tions, or of controversies growing out of the same,

when made by the constituted tribunals of the

church, whether that tribunal be the independent

local church, as the Baptists and Congregational-

ists
;
or whether it be a council, conference, presby-

tery, synod, or any other tribunal recognized by the

usages and authorities of the church, is final and
conclusive upon the courts nf just-ce, and will not

be reviewed.

" Have you seen any of our best American paint-

ings? " asked Dr, Cuyler, of the famous Scotch ar-

tist, Sir George Harvey. "No, I have not," was
the reply, "but the grandest American product I

have seen has been some of your missionaries,"

Oct. iu, i3 9?t

STOVES ARE IN ORDER.

Among the likely exposures to " colds " to which
people are subjected, is sitting in a cold room. ^
is different from moving about in a cold atmosphere

In the spring time the stoves are left standing

and if a cool night occurs, a fire is kindled arid

all are comfortable. But "putting up the sooty

stove," and the jointing of an unjointable pipe,
js

often deferred in the autumn until it is unseasona-

bly late. It may go without harm while the fami.

ly alone are occupants of the house,—all of them
busy, and all have access to the kitchen fire, But

when the love feast time comes, and visitors come
into the house, some of them preachers who prob-

ably have been warm from preaching in a crowded

church, it is not always convenient to invite all

around the cook stove. The family are both busy

and warm, and forget that the company are sitting

in a room too cool, not only for present comfort

but for real health. Not a few serious colds have

been contracted under such adverse circumstances

as these.

Please bring in the stoves!

Huntingd n, Pa,

'TWO BASKETS OF FIGS."~-Jer. 24:

The Lord showed, to the prophet Jeremiah, two

baskets of figs. This was at a time when Nebu-

chadnezzar, king of Babylon, had carried away cap-

tive the princes of Judah from Jerusalem. One

basket had very good figs, similar to the figs that

Figs are ripe in June, and green in color, as we

read in Matt. 24: 32, " When his branch is yet ten-

der, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that sum-

mer is nigh."

The fig tree puts forth its earliest fruit buds be-

fore its leaves, and the foliage forms a dense shade,

Our first parents made themselves aprons of its

leaves. Gen. 3: 7.

To sit every man under his vine and fig-tree, in

Eastern lands, indicates peace and prosperity.

Figs are used as emblems of good or evil. We

are told that the other basket, referred to above, had

very " naughty " figs. They were so bad that they

Id not be eaten, They were figs that ripen in

the winter time, from November to June, smaller in

se, and of a purple color.

The sycamore fig grows to a large size in Egypt,

d is evergreen. The wood is used for many pur-

ises, as it is almost the largest tree in Palestine.

Figs are still used in the East for making poul-

es. 2 Kings 20: 7; Isa. 3s: 21. The fig tree

ows wild all over the country. Jesus spake sev-

eral parables about the fig-tree and its fruit, and

these things are given as an emblem, for our instruc-

tion. The barren fig-tree is a lesson against deceit,

n Mark n: 14 the Lord likened all, who would

erve him with their whole heart, to the good figs,

but those who followed Zedekiah, the King of ju-

dah, and who remained in the land of Egypt, to

evil figs, because they did evil, and they were con-

sumed by the sword and famine from off the land,

May those, who are not God's people, repent of

their evil ways, and may they remember the words,

"Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish,

Luke 13: 3.

Middletown, Pa.

CONVERSATION.

be as becometh the gospel of

Christ."—Philpp. 1: 27,

Many people chat very freely about the happen*

ings of the neighborhood, talk much about the af-

fairs of other people and the nation; and some can

talk on current topics with perfect ease; but botf

many Christians can converse intelligently on P&
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portmt Bible topics? Some of us would not talk

long until we would reveal the fact that we arc bet-

ter acquainted with things of time, than with eter-

nal things.

Need we tell you along which of these lines most
time is spent? Any one knows it is not the eternal

truth that occupies our thoughts most. "The chief

use of a Christian in the world is to do good,''— in

.veil ; irks, and how can
much good in the world or the church, when his
actions belie his speech, or when his spe'ech is out
of harmony with the life he professes? Such in-

congruities are marked with exactness by children.

What do you think the "big folks" will say abo-'t

them? Is there room for improvement in this part

of cur Christian life? Prove your answerl

"The Christian is a citizen of heavco," and his
"affections a' e set on things above, not on things

on the earth." Col. 3: 2. What right has a Chris-

tian to come down to the level of the worldling
when he has been set apart for the service of the
living God; to converse as they (of the world) do,
when his "conversation is in heaven?" "To him
that showeth his conversation aright will I show
the salvation of God." Psa. 50: 23.

How can we, who belong to the eternal throne
0! God by the redeeming power of his Son, from
whom we draw our life, so pollute our mouths
that even a "child of the devil" may point his fin-

ger at us and call for consistency? Churches are
made up of members, and some one has said,

"The church is only as strong as its weakest mem-
ber." If this be true, we can ill afford to be that
weak point of whom it may be said, "I've heard
him say things I wouldn't take into my mouth."
The church is not in need of such members, and
God cannot put his signature of approval to such a
life. We want men of that braver sort, who are
willing to heed the injunction of the Apostle to the
Corin hians: "Watch ye, stand fast in the faith,

q'it you like men, be sfong." 1 Cor. 16: 13
Words are mediums of thought; but how often, in

our common conversation, do they show lack of it!

Did we but remember some of the Scriptural pas-
sages on this subject, we could not be so thought-
less. If even " the thought of foolishness is sin,"
Piov. 24: 9, how about the expression of that
thought?

When Paul tells the Ephesians of some things
that should " not be once named among them," he
adds, " Neither filthiness nor foolish talking, nor
jesting, which are not convenient." Eph. 5: 4. Do
you think he would need to change that statement
to suit our lives if th- Spirit prompted him to write
us on the subject to day? Was Christ mistaken in

Matt. 12: 36?

In our text Paul was pleading for a consistent
Christian church. Is it less needful to-day when
we are watched not for any good, but for the blem
ishes that may be in us, because the "carnal mind
is enmity against God, for it is not subject to the
l»w of Gid. neither indeed can be."

These lines are penned by one who realizes his
own weakness, and these thoughts and Scriptures
ate offered in the hope that they may stimulate us
to "keep the door of our lips."

Finally, let us be given tn "sound speech, that
cannot be condemned; that he that is of the con.
trary part may be ashamed, having no evil thing to
say of us," Titus l: 8.

Lanark. III.
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LESSON LIOMT-FLASMBS.

Paul Before Kins; Agrippa —Acts 26: 19-3*.

Lesion for October 24.

In this lesson we have three important characters
that are the active factors and should receive con-
sideration in the study of it,— King Agrippa. Gov-
enor Festus and Paul the Apostle. Of course, Paul
is the central figure, because, through him, the oth-
ers are brought to notice.

It was not the mere fact of standing before
Agrippa that made Paul great, but the manner in
which he stood, and what he said. Paul had re-

ceived a vision,— a message that filled his soul to
overflowing. It was a message of no ordinary
character, something different from anything that
he ever before experienced. It touched a new
phase of his life,—and in such a way as to revolu-
tionize his whole being. It stopped and complete-
ly extinguished the fire of worldly ambition, and
turned his heart to the "one thing" that was now
a thousand times more precious than all the glare
and glitter that the world had to offer or give.

In the first verse of the lesson we have the gist of
the whole. He had a vision from God. He rec-

ognized it as such, therefore he could not, and
"was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision."

There are visions that come to us in life that we
can afford to pass by, no matter how enticing they
may be. Paul had been beset with this kind of
visions often, and so have we, but perhaps the dif-

ference between him and us is, he disobeyed those
calls that he might obey the heavenly call. We
disobey the heavenly call that we may obey the

calls of the flesh and the world.

The same vision that came to Paul comes to us,

perhaps in other forms, but none the less positive,

forceful and potent. He was not afraid to stand up
before this king,— face him and tell him plainly

that he could not, and was not disobedient to the
heavenly calling.

The vision,—what was it? Is it not the same as

has come to us? It was that the Christ had come
according to the prophecies, — he suffered. He
died and the third day arose from the tomb and
thus became the first-fruits of them that slept.

But it meant much more than this. As the angels

sang it meant peace and good will to men. It

meant that those who die a physical death shall

live again, and that those who have accepted the
free salvation shall livi

of sin and its effects.

This great and glor

the blaze of a midday 1

for, ' free from the power

to Paul

nay

passengers on board of the steamer

h was wrecked some years ago on the

fax, was a merchant from Boston,

ly heard of the wreck, they were in

But God ordered it so that this

. permitted to get safe to shore. As
id reach the telegraph offi.e he sent

ne to his family. There was but one

that telegram, but it was worth more
d family than all the world. It was

red." That linerchantihad.that tele-

that he might see it every day, and

1 Gcd's goodness in sparing his life.

us, or it may come in the quiet of the evening,

—

the stillness of the midnight watch, or through the

still small voice However it may come, the les-

son we want to learn is that we shall not be diso

bedient to the heavenly calling. It is the vision

that is intended to awaken us from the sleep of sin.

The Spirit comes as the sweet call of the mother to

ping chi'd in its early morning dreams.

The response of our hearts should be: " I am listen-

ing to the Master's call,"— or, " Lord, speak, thy

servant heareth,"—or, still better, may we, like Paul,

The next lesson we learn from Paul's standing be-
fore Agrippa. is the manner of presenting our vis-

ion or message which has much to do with the
acceptance of it. The spirit in which it is given
has largely to do with the opening of the door of
the heart. We close the doors of our houses to
keep out the stormy blasts of winter, but open
them to let in the warm sunshine of springtime.
So it is with the human heart. If we would get in-

to the affections of children, men and women, we
must go to them with loving spirits. Paul under-
stood this in the answer he gave to Festus. Let us
look at itl

" But he said, I am not mad mnt noble Festus: but
speak forth the words of truth and soberness." No
one could help but admire such a reply, given in so
loving and respectful spirit. The manner in which
he addressed the king, appealing to his own good
judgment and the knowledge he had of the things
in question, — wise as serpents and harmless as
doves,— is wonderfully express've, as it bears on
our relations one to another. We should use
wisdom and tact in our approach, and when we get
there, we should be as harmless as doves. If we
disarm those, whom we wish to approach, of fear,

we have their hearts. Through this spirit Paul won
these great men over to his side, and if he did not
succeed in getting them to be "as he was,"—fol-

lowers of the Blessed Master, — he at least won
them far enough towards him and his message, that
they were no hindrance in carrying forward the
purposes which he had purposed in his heart. If

we can lea'n this much, the lesson will be a profit-

able one to us. H B B

stand up before other

dient to the heavenly v

The standing up fo

much, and is the thing

us have seen the vis

been stirred

nd say, " I 1
; not disobe-

World
aking h:

)ur convictions means so

: want to learn. Many of

the visions; our convictions have

d set for the right, but, somehow,
fail to stand before the " King of

Instead of

tremble, he

and tremble. This we should n

the side of right, and then :

SERMON OUTLINE.

Text: " Blessed .ire they lhal hunger ;ind Ihirsl after right-

eousness: for they shall he filled."— Matt. 5: 6

Hunger aud thirst is used in the present tense in the Greek,
and means a continuous, not an intermittent, slate. Blessed
is the man who is continually hungering and thirsting lo be
what be ought to be,—continually hungeiine and Ihirsting for

obedience to Divine and hum;iu law, continually hungering
and thirsting for righteousness, for he shall be filled.

1, The conditiou of a man's system is indicated by the kiud
of food he craves.

1. Physically.

2. Menta'ly.

3. Spiritually.

II. A man always seeks the kind of food he craves.

1. This is always illustrated in the effort 10 gralify the
noimal, as w ill as Ihc abnormal appetile for food and

2. It is illustrated in the effort to satisfy the mind with
either solid or trashy literature.

3. It is illustrated by the lives of professors seeking hon-

or, riches, or whatever they spiritually crave.

Ill A man, as a rule, will find the kind of food that he seeks.

1. This we see in Ihe drunkard, the glutton, the opium
eater, Ibe tobacco user, etc.

2. Mentally we see the same disposition in the novel

reader, the historian, the scientist, Ihe Scrlptoriau, elc.

3. Because it is so, spiritually, we see Ihe Rationalist, the

Spiritualist, Ihe Sioic, the Epicurean, and Ihc Cam-

Cod will always do all that he promises; be will fill to over-

lowing all who ate hungering and thirsting to be what they

lugbt to be There is joy and growth in satisfying and con-

inuing 10 satisfy a hungering and a thirsting after ligbteous-

OUR PRAYER MEETING
1:11 I. !>! ii ON THE ROCK.

ihake at the

bold

The great lesson to be learned from Pauls stand-

ing before this king is, that we should learn al-

ways to stand fearlessly on the side of right. Fol-

low out your convictions of right, in the face of all

opposition. When we determine to do this we can

always feet that we have the Lord on our side,

Fo, Thursday Evening, Oct.

Matt, : 13-27.

I, All Men a RE Buil.DEH s.

1. They com mence in thi life.

2. They pro e their work in eternity.

II. All Have a Choice t FoUNDAIIt

1. Theshifl ng sands.

2, The Ever asting Rock

II. All Buildings will b s Tried.

1. By storms of afflictions and trials.

2. By Hoods of worldly Corruplion.



-*-THE * YOUNG * PEOPLE-^

OUR MISSIONARY READING CIRCLE.

Course of Reading.

A WALK IN INDIAN SUMMER.

Thk country road, with fringir

Leads idly in the meilow morning sun

Through yellow fields whose empty husks are spun

With fairy gossamer; nipped daisies nod

Ungraceful to the faded golden-rod,

And trees, in somber babit like a nun,

Sigh that their reign of bloom so soon is done,

And furrows mark wbere late the plowman trod.

The distant spires are thinly vei'ed in haze

That hangs its purple folds upon the air;

The far off pines the winds forever praise

For strengih and greenness which the year outwear;

The day 1 es like a message on the heart,

—

" Take joy; this peace is but of heaven a part."

—Poems ofa Decade.

WHAT SHALL I DO?

This always has been, and always will be, an in-

teresting question, because "what to do" is the

problem of life. It is the question that meets us in

all the d fferent phases of our being, and on it we
are called to make a decision.

To the Bible reader it is a reminder of the ques-

tion asked by the jailer and the repentant Pentecos-

tians, but our present purpose is to use it in ref-

erence to our young people, who are beiog puzzled

almost daily as to it-! solution,

It is, of course, a question of importance, as are

all questions that bear on the lives of men and

women, but it is especially so in reference to the

young of our own people. Its importance is sec-

ondary only to that of choosing the one thing

needful, and as life callings have such a vital rela-

tion to our religion, it becomes a very important

factor in it.

As our young verge into manhood and woman-
hood, they are confronted with the work and du-

ties of life, so that the question is, "What shall I

do?" We wish that we had the possibilities of

setting before them just what would be the best

thing. What shall be my occupation, my calling

in life? It is right, it is proper that you should

ask such a question, because every one, as early as

possible in life, should choose a calling, a profes-

sion, along which to work and labor for a liveli-

hood, and fill life's mission. To be aimless is to

be a zero. A man or woman, without a purpose, is

like sailing in a boat without oars. You want a

purpose. You want to do something. You want
to get somewhere. What shall it be? What shall

I do? Where shall I get to?

In answering these questions, we must revert to

the judgments,

There is one thir.

years, with interest,

and disappointment,

are leaving the fan

catling:

:nces and results of others.

we have been noticing for

id with a degree of sadness

Too many of our young men
s for the more professional

may be some cause, but
not sufficient to justify the encountering of the dan-

gers to be met in making the exchange.

We frequently hear it said by parents: "My
children do not take to the farm and farm life."

How often do we hear young men who have been
reared on the farm, and who are offered grand op-

portunities to remain there, say, " I will never be a

farmer." The same is true of the many trades, de-

manding manual labor. The children are dis-

posed to leave their father's homes and callings,

for the professions that promise more ease, and can
be handled with gloves. Bewtwe, ycoog roao( Be-

ware of the gilt, the polish and the things that

ly seem to be.

Remember that this kind of getting up in

world often turns on the descending scale. Many
of the people, and many of the things you see, and

that offer such great attractions, ate not what they

seem. As the Sodomic apple, they burst and dust

your eyes in the grasping.

Of late years, after some experience and much
observation, we have come to the conclusion that

the home life on the farm is the most peaceful,

most enjoyable, most independent, and the one at-

tended with the least temptations and dangers of

any calling in life. It is the place for the develop-

ment of the truest and best manhood and woman-

hood, and our advice to young men, who have

good possibilities for being' farmers is, to remain

there, be contented, and be happy. Our country

needs our very best men right on the farms. The
best of men with which the world has been blessed,

were and are the honorable tillers of the soil, and

those who earn their bread by the sweat of their

brow, in the different callings and trades, where

manual labor is an essential.

Joseph was a carpenter. Christ w?s the son of

a carpenter and, no doubt, followed in his father's

footsteps during his home life. Some of ths dis-

ciples were fishermen, Paul was a tent maker, and

so we might run down through the catalogue of

worthies, who elevated and sanctified all the so-

called common callings in life, by living and labor-

ing in them, It is not the calling or profession

that makes the man, but it is the man, who may
elevate and magnify the calling.

is sometimes asked why it is that so many
ur young men are leaving the farms. Do you

know? There are a number of reasons that may
be given. We fear that a very prominent one is,

wrong views that too many get and have in

reference to education. In, perhaps, too many cas-

i, the kind of education received is in the fault.

The trend of the education given in our schools

ought to be such as to encourage our young peo

pie to choose such callings for life as will be in

nony with our religion. A good education

should not drive our young men away from the

i, the shop, the bench, the anvil or any other

honorable calling in life, because, in all these, are

eded the very best of men, and educated as far

possibilities and circumstances will allow. We
ed educated men to direct, elevate and make

honorable the farm life, and so, in all the callings

of life. Intelligence, wherever placed, will always

be found at the head And this kind of labor and
ducation is always needed and in demand.

Young men, get away from the notion that your
getiing an education divorces you from the farm

ind the active callings of life. These are the fields

n which you are the most needed, and where you
:an do the most good for yourselves, for the church

and for your fellow man. What must you do?

Do the thing that the Lord wants you to do.

Oct.

BREAKING COLTS.

Among the many duties pertaining to general

farm work, not the least important is that of train-

ing, or, as we generally say, "breaking colts,'' The
experience one often has, in bringing into submis-

sion, ready for profitable service, these frisky ani-

mals, is quite varied and often dangerous to both

colt and driver.

A friend of mine has recently been engaged in

breaking a spirited animal. Watching the devel-

opment of its training, has led me to compare, or

rather contrast it, with the development of young
converts to Christianity.

What a change when we leave our wild roaming
in the fields of sin, and take upon ourselves the

Gospel harnessl How awkward we feel! We
chafe at the bit, and every little strap seems to ir-

ritate us. While in sin we had formed habits that

seemed a pleasure to us, and often, after being har-

nessed, not having yet teamed \Q work, we long to

r the tug,

indulge in these same pleasures. But you know
the harness (God's Word) will not permit. This
leaves us with apparently nothing to do, and you
know one of the hardest things for a colt to en-
dure, is to do nothing. If our good Master's serv-

ants are not wide-awake and find something for uS

to do, you know that the devil will.

Here he often gets in some of his most telling

strokes. Taking advantage of our discomfiture
through his agents, generally some of our fellow
colts who* have not yet been harnessed, he uses
every opportunity to taunt, mislead and discour-

age us. If we allow ourselves to become sub-

merged into a sea of doubt and misapprehension
we begin to fret; and, about the next thing, to

kick, and sometimes we kick clear ou
Then we are in bad shape indeed!

But the gentle Master always has his servants
ready to adjust matters for our good. If we have
profited by this experience we will probably not re-

peat the offense. It is, however, very unfortunate
if we form the habit of kicking.

Sometimes after learning that kicking does not

pay, and seeing that we cannot work as some of the

older ones, we become discouraged, and actually

lay down in the harness, or, as we sometimes say,

upon the "stool of do nothing." This is very
bad, for it always requires a great effort to get us

ur feet again, and almost invariably we break
something. When once we have learned this, it is

easy to form the habit of doing it.

Generally, however, after a number of difficulties

they get us started out upon the narrow way, and

ow comes a series of new experiences. The devil

as prepared many little things along the way for

s to shy at. Possibly he has temptingly arranged
grassy nook, beautifully shaded, into which he

ould lure us, and here subject us to many tempta-
tions. His object is to have us throw off the har-

and forsake the ways of righteousness,—lie

down again in sin. Unlike the farmer's colt, we
must take the harness upon ourselves voluntarily;

we have the power of our own free will to throw

it off again, Then, too, instead of buckling and fit-

ting the harness to us, we must buckle and fit our-

Ives up to the harness.

Sometimes we soon get accustomed to the har-

:ss, and the work becomes a pleasure to us. Aid-

ed by our fellows, we get along splendidly. The

nery along the way is inspiring. The atmos-

phere is bracing. All this combined, raises our

spirits to such a pitch that we want to run. If

they would let us get away, would we not make

things hum? We would break the harness and

tear the wagon (the church) all to pieces. But,

fortunately, they nearly always hitch up the colt

one of the older horses, that will do most of

the pulling in sandy and muddy places, and when

comes to an up-grade. Then the harness is so

rranged that when we want to go too fast, or

hen it comes to a down-grade, they can hold

back just as well as pull forward. But one of the

lost disgusting things in such a crisis is, for one

f the old horses to act "coltish."

The hardest kind of a colt to break is one that

j let run wild and never harnessed till it gets old.

larness a colt when young, handle it kindly and

arefully, and when it gets old enough to work, it

/ill, as we sometimes say, go off like an old horse.

But there are so many things about training a

olt, and so many comparisons that one might

lake, that we cannot near speak of all; and lest

it weary our readers we will bring our ''coltology"

to a sudden close.

HOW TO SPOIL A GOOD COLT.

ever speak a kind word to it. If it is in troub-

le, don't lend a helping hand; you might encour-

age it to go on in the Master's service. If it has

the habit of biting, tease it. If it is a kicker be

to place something for it to kick at; you know

It will not kick long at nothing. If it is a run-

away colt, be sure to set up something to frighten

it. Never curry it, and, aViove all things, do not

feed it well. A well izd colt is apt to be useful a«u

obedient,
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rily be from va-

r Bulsar home.

es in the Arkan-

rious points until we reach

—The parting from dear

sas field was with sorrow, for various reasons.

Laboring, as we had, for nearly three years,

for the good of souls, we became much at-

tached to the work, and people there. Their

welfare was our special concern and with them
we would have gladry labored on, did not the

Lord's work call us elsewhere.

—We rejoice that some were brought to the

fold but, on the other hand, we sorrow that a

few who seemed so near the fold will yet re-

fuse the blessings of Gospel peace.

—During our labors here but one or two
turned away from the" Lord who did not after-

wards return to the fold.

—The Lord was gra

deaths occurred in our ranks. May life and
health be long enjoyed by the faithful one:

Palestine!

—The parting hour brought sorrow to

hearts in that, while our associations have b
pleasant, we will, in all probability, not n
again till the trump shall sound and the

deemed shall meet at God's right hand. May
God bless and keep you, dear breth:

sisters, at Palestine, that you may have
in that happy throng!

—On our way we met, on the train, a friend

who was leaving Arkansas for the Klondike
gnld-fie'ds of Alaska. Were we as willing

sacrifice for the souls of the lost, more precii

than gold, what a hurrying of feet there woi
he to India, Africa, China and the isles of the
sea, for the salvation of souls!

—We enjoyed a brief visit with brethren and
friends near Davenport, Nebr. Here, as in

many places, the harvest is great and the la-

borers few. The loyal workers here are doing
much and God will bless each accordingly.

—At present we are sojourning in Macoupin
County, 111. Last Sunday, at the Pleasant Hill

church, ten ministers were present. Some are
far advanced in years but, brethren, how will

we, who are younger, account to the Lord for

his parting message, "Go into all the world "
?

—In a few days we expect to reach home,
Pine Creek, 111. After a visit with loved
ones there, we set sail for India, our future
field of labor. We commit all to the Lord,
whose we are and whom we serve. Our times
are in his hands.

MISSION RECEIPTS FOR SEPTEMBER.
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Mount Morris, III., Oct. 16, 1897*

Bro. Henry Keller is to represent Northeast-

ern Ohio on the Standing Committee.

Bro. I. J. Rosenberger is engaged in a series of

meetings in the Nim'shillen church, Ohio.

: feast in 'he Pine Creek church, Ind,,

en souls were added to the fold.

The Brethre;

heir love feast <

at Huntingdon, Pa.,

1 Saturday evening, Oct.

The District Meeting of Middle Missouri will be

held in the Prairie View church. Morgan Co., Nov. 4.

Bro. I. Bennett Trout closed his series of meet-

ings at Cherry Grove last week, with six accessions

to the church.

Bro D. L. Forney gave us a short call this week.
He and his wife are kept busy, making preparations

for their trip to India.

Brethren Solomon Bucklew and Michael Flory

have been selected to represent Southern Illinois on
the next Standing Committee.

Bro. P. B. Fitzwater closed his series of meet-

iTgs in the Kingsley church, Iowa, with eleven ac-

: of them being reclaimed.

Ten accessions are reported in the church at

Mathias, W. Va., as the result of a recent series of

meetings held by Bro. Samuel Driver.

Thirteen were baptized during the recent series

of meetings, held in the Jacob's Creek church, Pa.

Three were also restored to fellowship.

Bro. S. H. Miller has been selected to repre-

sent Northern Iowa, South Dakota and Southern
Minnesota on the Standing Committee.

From here Bro. S. F. Sanger goes to North Ma
Chester, Ind., where he is booked for a series

meetings in the meetinghouse in the country.

Urlies is now printed,

have been filled. We c

our Sunday school Quar-

nd all orders up to date

1 still fill further orders.

Bro. S. R. Zug, of Pennsylvania, is attending the

meeting of the Mission Board, and assisting in its

deliberations. He has been on the Board for some
years.

There are now nine members in and around At-
lanta, Ga. We ought to have a strong congregation
of people in this section of the South. Wc learn

that an effort is to he made to organize those al-

ready therp.

$2.
H£ The Messenger to the end of 1898, thi

I f) Almanac for 1898, and a good Teachers

uncing Bible, all for $2 75. If you do no

the particulars, write us.

An excellent meeting is in progress in the Ap
panoose church, Kans. Seven have already made

the good confession, and others seem likely to fol-

low

Bro. W. R. Deeter, and several others, are visit-

ing parts of Utah, and will also spend a day or more

at Salt Lake City. We presume he is spying out

the land.

Bro. W. R. Miller commenced a series of meet-

ings in the Waddams Grove church, at the Chelsea

house, last Saturday evening, and will continue a

few weeks.

Bro. D. L. Miller returned from Iowa, last

Monday, in time to meet with the General Mission-

ary Committe and assist in the important work en-

trusted to the Board.

Bro. J. C. Murray spends a few days with the

church at Milledgeville, the latter part of this week,

and then goes to Polo to commence a series of

meetings Saturday evening.

By cutting down a number of the reports from

the churches, we have succeeded in finding room
for nearly all of them in this issue. Only a few

must lay over until next week.

Bro. M- M. Sherrick. who has been living at

Lake Odessa, Mich., for the last year, is now locat-

ed at Idaville, Ind., and, we understand, is in charge

of the church work at that place.

We are glad to have Bro. L. W. Teeter with us a

few days this week. He is the newly-elected mem-
ber of the General Mission Board, and is on hand

to assist with the business of the meeting. He
preached for us on Tuesday evening.

The love feast in the Pine Creek church, III., oc-

curred last week. While it was not as largely attend-

ed as some of the feasts on former occasions, yet it

was a very enjoyable meeting. Bro. D. L. Forney
officiated.

Speaking of preaching, not long since, a minister

remarked: " It is not the thunder that accomplishes

the results; it is the lightning that does the killing.

The thunder sometimes keeps the sinners awake
while the Word is being preached."

We still have on hand a few copie special

that we will be glad to mail to those who
have not yet seen it Any of our readers having

friends, in whose hands they would like to place

a copy of this issue, will please send us their names
and addresses.

We now have another State District in the Unit-

ed States. North Dakota and Northern Minnesota

have been set apart as a separate District, entitled

to a representation on the Standing Committee.

This District will hold its first District Meeting at

Cando, N. Dak , Nov. 4, at 10 A. M.

Bro. S. F. Sanger is with the Mission Board at

this place, he being one of the older members. He
has been traveling much in the South, of late, and
has formed a very favorable opinion of the Great

South, and its wonderful resources, and thinks our

people ought to search out the goodly parts of it,

and locate colonies.

to India, vis., Bro. S. N. Mc-
Cann, Bro. D. L. Forney and wife, and Sister Liz-

zie Gibble, will sail from New York Oct. 27. Let
us all remember these fa : thful workers in our

prayers, not only on the day of sailing, but during

the entire voyage. These brethren and sisters will

also appreciate a score or more of letters from our

readers, with which to while away the lonely hours

during their long voyage. All such communica-
tions should be addressed to "No 261 Broadway,

N. Y., in care of Thomas Cook & Son, outgoing

steamer St. Paul."

The dedication of the new house of worship
in

the Eel River church, Ind., is set for Oct. 24, at 10
A M.

Bro. I. D. Parker reached the Mount on Tues-
day noon. He is her** to confer with the General

Mission Board regarding work pertaining to the in-

terest of the missionary cause.

Bro. J. S. Flory returned from Southern Illinois

last Monday. He attended the District Meeting,

and gives a good report of its work done, and tbe

spirit manifested. Two papers go to the Annual
Meeting. He also attended the feast at Hudson.
Here was found a band of earnest workers that it is

a real pleasure to visit.

Referring to our Sunday school literature, a

orrespondent writes that his congregation finds all

iur supplies "very helpful." His verdict is- the

ame as that of all others, who have given our liter-

ture a fair trial. Send for sample copies, and be

onvinced that we publish the best line of Sunday
chool helps for our people.

Some of our correspondents will persist in run-

ning death notices in with the church news, instead

of writing such notices separately for the obituary

department. It is not much trouble for us to run

the blue pencil through such p3rts, but we would
rather not do it, for now and then there may be

those who will not feel just right about it.

This week we have an unusual number of minis-

ters in the Mount. They are here attending the

meetings of the different committees that meet to

attend to the various lines of work entrusted to

them. The Committee of Arrangements for the

Annual Meeting held a brief session, and will

probably soon be prepared to report on the locat-

ing of the Annual Meeting. We feel assured that

they will be able to select a suitable place and pro-

cure such conveniences as may be satisfactory to

our people.

Some have asked whether the Premium Bi-

ble is offered to the old subscribers, as well as to

the new. We wish to say that the offer is to every-

body, whether they be old subscribers or new. All

the old subscribers have to do is to send S2 75, and

we will renew their subscription one year, send

them the Almanac for 1898, and also the Bible,

The latter we send by express, and we pay the ex-

press charges at this office. The Bible is a fine

book, and we are certain that it will give quite gen-

eral satisfaction.

Dr. Dowie, the faith-healer, of Chicago, in a re-

cent issue of his paper, said: " Never pray to Jesus.

You have no more right to pray to Jesu^ than you

have to pray to the Virgin Mary." Stephen, who

knew a great deal more about the Gospel, than any

of our modern divines, just before his death, prayed

thus: " Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." Acts 7: 59.

Paul prayed to Jesus, and said, " Lord, what wilt

thou have me to do?" This ought to settle the

question, and we can keep on praying to Jesus as

well as to the Father and the Holy Spirit.

The Missionary and Tract Committee met here

last Monday morning, and entered upon its very

important work, and continued in session two days.

We have not space to speak of its work in detail.

It may be well to state that it is carefully consider-

ing the propriety of doing more mission work

in this country, in addition to that already under-

taken in other countries, We believe this to be an

important move, and one that will meet with gen-

eral approval among our people. We must keep

up our cause in this country if we would make a

success in other lands. It is from the churches in

the Uaited States that we must draw the supplies

to carry on missions in heathen countries, hence the

importarce of giving home mission work the more

attention. As we close these pages while the

Board is in session, we must defer other remarks

for the future, when we will have more time and

space at our disposal.
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Bko. Enoch Ebv preached for us in the Chapel
last Sunday morning, and Bro Daniel Vaniman in

the evening. Bro. Eby is Chairman of the General
Mission Board, and, with Bro. Vaniman, is here to

attend the meeting of the Board. Bro. S. N Mc-
Cann preached at the Si'ver Creek house last Sun-

day morning, and in the Chapel, in the Mount,
on Monday evening. He is here attending the

meeting of the General Mission Board. He starts

to India the 27th of this month.

ting, he

jt writes that, at the council-

verely reprimanded for not re-

of the church more promptly,
seems to have taken it kindly and profited by
It might be good for some others to be remind-

of the importance of promptness. Last week
received two report?, written nearly two months
:r the close of the meetings to which they relate,

s ought not to happen. Church news should be

orted without delay; otherwise, -it ceases to be

rittcnThe book entitled "Among the Giants,'

by sister Bertha M. Neher, of Citronelle, Ala., and
now on sale at this office, has been adopted in a

number of public schools, as an aid in firmly im-

planting moral lessons in the minds of the children.

It is a book for teachers or students, parents or

children. The book will do the teaching itself or

assist the parent or teacher in doing it. It should

be in every home. When you want something to

give as a present, don't forget this. Nicely bound
in cloth and illustrated. Price only 50 cents, Bet-

ter order now.

Our Premium Bible seems to be giving the best

of satisfaction, and large orders are coming in for

it. One agent, by use of the Bible, secured twenty-

one names inside of a half-day. Other agents are

also doing a good work, and, by these efforts, our

list is being increased. We are of the impression

that, if each of our agents would takr? with him a

copy of the Bible, and spend a few days, or several

evenings, for that matter, soliciting subscribers,

ten thousand new names could be added to our list

inside of a few days. We suggest that they do this

at as early a date as possible. The Bible will take

wherever shown, and every effort should be made
to get it, with the Messenger, into the hands of the

thousands needing a good Bible. * We trust our

agents will push this work without delay.

Bro. H. J. Wolf, of whose illness mention has

been made, died last week, at his home here in Mt.

Morris. He came to this place from Nevada, Mo.,

two years ago. He formerly lived in Hagerstown,

Md,, and is said to have been mainly instrumental in

laying the foundation of the now flourishing church

in that city. During his brief sojourn with us, we
had learned to greatly love him and respect him for

his fine Christian qualities. As a minister, he was
earnest, impressive and entertaining. His life was a

most consistent one, and he preached more forcibly

by his actions than by his words. He was a preach-

er who never shirked duty. When called upon, he

always responded with a willing mind. Bro. Wolfe
will be greatly missed among us in many ways.

He leaves a wife and children who have the sym-

pathies of the entire community.

IN NORTHERN INDIANA.

It seemed to us that it might be well to spend a

few days with the Brethren in Northern Indiana, so

we arranged to be with them at their Ministerial

and District Meetings, held ia the English Prairie

church, Lagrange Co., Oct 6 and 7. This congrega-

tion is located near the northern line of the State,

and to one side of the District. On this account

it was feared that the attendance would not be

Urge. But the attendance was good during all the

services, and this feature of the meeting was very

encouraging.

The Brethren here have a goodly land, and are

very pleasantly situated. They have a large, com-

'nndin.ei house of worship, conveniently located in

a fine community, where there are many families of

members, and not a few of them near the house.
The congregation numbers not far from one hun-
dred, and a more obliging body of Christians one
seldom meets. We found them loyal to the Gos-
pel, full of zeal and much given to hospitality.

The Ministerial Meeting opened Wednesday
morning, with Bro. W. R. Deeter presiding. The
program related almost exclusively to the ministry,

and was a very fine one. It enabled the different

speakers to bring out some excellent p-ints regard
ing the minister, his call to the work, by whotr
called, the work of the Holy Spirit in his call, th<

part the church takes in selecting the preacher, his

training, his education, his 01

his needs, his support, etc. No one could listen to

these talks without being both interested and in

structed.

The afternoon was occupied with talks concern
ing the minister's home, in- a special manner, and
the part the sisters took, in the way of essays, and
some talks, proved a very interesting as well as a

very imoressive feature. We do not know but that

there was more inspiration about this than any oth-

er part of the meeting. When sisters write or talk

they put their whole soul into the work. There
were two sermons delivered, in connection with the

program, one the evening before, and the other the

evening of the meeting,—the former by Bro. A. H.
Puterbaugh, on the higher life, and the latter by
Bro. Lemuel Hillery on the sentiment of the church

and her ministers.

On Thursday morning the Brethren met in the

capacity of a District Meeting, with fifty eight

delegates present. We were very much pleased

with the appearance of these delegates. They were

not only in harmony with our principles, but they

are intelligent, full of zeal and aggressive. W,
R. Deeter was elected Moderator, J. C Murray,

Reading Clerk, and I. D. Parker, Writing Clerk.

A number of papers were presented, discussed and
disposed of in a creditable manner, two of them go-

ing to Annual Meeting. The spirit of this meeting

was excellent. We heard not one unkind word

during the deliberations, and from what we could

see generally we were very favorably impressed

with the Brethren's frank way of doing business in

this D'strict. They seem to understand each other,

and have all the respect for one another that could

be desired.

Bro. Deeter makes a good presiding officer, and

has the faculty of pushing business, Bro. J. C.

Murray was selected to represent the District on

the Standing Committee. All of the officers of the

meeting, including the member of the Standing

Committee, were elected by an open count of the

ballots. That is, the ballots were read before the

audience, and the one having the hrgest number

of votes was then declared elected. There is some-

thing about this open method that commends it-

self.

In the early part of the meeting considerable at-

tention was given to the mission work. Several

encouraging reports were presented from the dif-

ferent mission points, and steps were taken to ex-

tend their work. An effort will be made to raise at

least Sr,ooo for work in the home fields. This they

ought to do with ease, for there are not far from

5 000 members in the District. We hope to have for

publication occasional reports of their efforts along

the mission line.

In the evening we had the pi

another service with the Brethr

our pleasant visit with them. I

to spend a few days with such n

here. We seem to be of the one coir

and interested in the same lines of work,

Indiana has a strong ministerial force, and here are

found a number of the most, active evangelists in

iure of attending

and this ended

5 a real pleasure

e common faith,

Northern

the Brotherhood, and some of the largest congre-
gations in the West. It occurs to us that the church
in this part of the Brotherhood has a very encour-
aging outlook, and that, with proper diligence, she
may and should greatly enlarge her borders and

her numbers. , H ,,

QUERISTS' DEPARTMENT.

Inc nversation wilh a Mormon, he claimed that Isaiah 29:
efers to Joseph Smith as the man not learned, who was
ted at a certain union revival meeting, held by the min-

isters of different denominations, somewhere in Illinois. Each
convert was given the privilege to join the church he thought
proper at the close of the revival. Smith fasted and prayed
the Lord to, in some way, point out to him what church to join,
and the Lord told him 10 unite with none of them, as they
were all wrong, and that he, Smith, should be an instrument,
in the hands of the Lord, to do a marvelous work. These
Mormons, who took their views from Smith, claim no fellow-
ship with the Utah Mormons. Are these statements correct?
—7. B. S,

The story is a very nice one, but there is no truth

in it. Smith was not converted in Illinois. He
was born in Vermont, Dec. 23, 1805, came to the
State of New York, with his parents, when ten
years old, and at the age of fourteen claimed to
have received his first religious impressions, which
led to his so-called conversion, Sept. 21, 1833.

This occurred near Manchester, N. Y., and not in

Illinois. He claimed that an angel appeared to

him, announced the forgiveness of his sins, and
then told him that God had selected him for a
special work. The whole story is visionary in the

extreme. The citation in Isaiah cannot refer to

Smith, for the unlearned man addressed could not
read the writing in the book handed him, but Smith
maintained that he could and did read every word
of the metal-plate book, found by him in a mound
near Palmyra, N. Y. It will be seen that the con-

ditions do not adjust themselves to each other.

The best way to meet the Mormons is with the Bi-

ble. Their baptism is not yet 400 years old, they

take part in war, and do other things not becoming
Christians, to say nothing of polygamy, etc., charged
up to the main branch of them.

In Querists' Department it is asked, Who was David's moth-
er? The answer is: It is not known. Read r Chron.2: 15, 16.

"Ozem the sixth, David the seventh: Whose sisters were
Zcruiah and Abigail." Then turn to 2 Sam 17: 25, "And
Absalom made Amasa captain of the host instead of Joab:
which Amasa was a man's son, whose name was Ithra an Is-

raelite, that wem in to Ahigail the daughter of Nahash, sister

to Zeruiab Joab's mother." If Abigail and Zeruiah were
the daughters of Nahash and they were the sisters of

David; then Nahash must have been David's mother.
Therefore the name of David's mother is Nahash, ac-

cording to the above references.

—

B. F, Shade.

In the margin of late Bibles, Nahash is rendered

Jesse, the father of David. If this rendering is cor-

rect, then David's mother is still unknown. It is a

matter of some controversy among good Bible stu-

dents, hence the necessity of the answer we gave.

In case members of the church take but little interest in our

church work, seldom attend services, then, when other denom-
inations have a revival, they will attend, and go throngh the

congregation inviting sinners to the altar to he prayed for,

what should the church do with such members?

—

D
There should be no time lost in admonishing

them, time and again, and if they cannot be made
to see the inconsistency of their way of using the

influence they possess, they should be held ac-

countable to tbe church for refusing to work with

the body of which they are members.

Whai e the rules given by 1

Hymn Bocks and Hymnals?—J. V. W.

There is no special rule, now in force

the use of the Hymn Book and the Hyi

congregation can use the books as it se<

What is the rity,

tal. Each

proper.

Charity in the New Testament, generally speak-

ing, means love,—the higher order of love, love to

God and love to man, It is very clearly defined in.

\ C0f, I}. J- «• M,
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THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY.

For the work of the ministry our people should

seek out the best of men. They should first be

found faithful in every department of the Christian

life, not only in their attire, but in their conduct

generally. A man who is not a credit to the cause

of Christ in his conversation, his dealings and de-

portment, both at home and abroad, has no business

in the ministry, however well he may be able to

preach, however plainly he may be attired, or how-

ever sound he may seem to be, respecting the ex-

ternals of the Christian religion. We rannot afford

to have in the pulpit a man in whom the public has

no confidence, and the sooner we realize the import-

ance of this the better it will be for the church. If

there is any one thing made clearer in the Scrip-

tures than another, it is that the Christian ministry

should be above reproach, Neither the world nor

the church ought to have occasion to talk about the

unjust dealings, unbecoming conversation and un-

manly conduct of an ambassador of Jesus. Christ.

A minister may be very deficient in learning, he

may lack the ability to impress an audience, and

even not be interesting to listen to, but he must not

be lacking in the elements of real Christian man-

hood. In the Christian ministry no amount of

learning or eloquence, no amount of zeal, plainness

or earnestness in contending for the externals of

Christianity, can atone for a lack of true Christian

character, or the elements that go to make up true

Christian manhood. The Christian ministry is an

high calling, and let none seek to minister at the al-

tar who is not an example to others in his daily life

and conversation. J, h. m.

SOME IMPORTANT FACTS.

Bishop Fowler recites a lesson, bearing on the

ages of certain natural formations, well worth con-

sidering. He says:

Science tells us of a glacial period. It claims to

have some remains of man's existence before that

period. Early dates were wild like the guesses of

childhood about the length of winter, the time be-

fore spring. But more study has greatly modified

these figures. The best guesses are only guesses.

At one time Sir Charles Lyell estimated the time

for the formation of the delta of the Mississippi

from Cairo, at the mouth of the Ohio, to the Gulf

of Mexico, at fifty thousand years, thus giving great

antiquity to a human skull found deep in the soil

under New Orleans. But the government survey,

based upon the protracted observations, fixed the

time for forming the delta at five thousand years,

dividing the other by ten. The estuaries about the

south of England, have filled, forming solid land,

thirty feet high, indistinguishable from the adjoin

ing and older parts of the land, and all this in sev-

en hundred years, long since the coming of the

Normans, under William the Conqueror. The har-

bors out of which the Plantagenet kings sailed, are

now firm, well timbered land. The sea channel

through which the Romans sailed, on their way to

the Thames, at Thanet, is now only a puny fresh

water ditch, with banks apparently as old as the

hills. In the ninth century it was a sea channel

nearly half a mile wide. The bead of the Persian

Gulf is slowly filling up. It is the dumping ground
of the Euphrates and the Tigris. The city of Mo-
hammera, called Charax, in the days of Alexander

the Great, then stood on the coast. To day it is

more than seventy miles inland. These all show
how rapidly great changes are wrought by gradual

mown periods of time."

- HOME * AND * FAMILY<—

The United States Commissioner of Interna! Rev-

enue, reports a considerable falling off in the use ol

whiskey and tobacco, during the last fiscal year
This is good news. Let the falling off continue

There is money enough more than wasted for whis
key and tobacco, to keep nearly^ one-half of th<

population'ofjhis country. _^

We ,ch one older growing,

Down life's river swift are rowing,

Every d*y;

Steered for temples ever standing,

We are b^rne, at God's commanding,

Nearer—closer to the landing.

Every day.

O'er tbeir dead ones some are weeping,

Every day;

In the churchyard mounds are heaping,

Every day;

These but give a pensive token

—

Ties of love must yet be broken,

And the last farewell be spoken,

We can see the sad and dreary,

Meet the burdened ones and weary,

inakiDg—

nguish aching;

Hear the sound of s

Wrung from bteast:

For the hearts of some are br

Let our kindly aid be given.

Every day;

To those who are tempest dri

Words of hope for the despairing,

And their troubles gladly sharing,

Gives our souls a higher bearing,

Every day.

Let us strive to be forgiving,

Every day;

Let our words be kind and loving,

Every day;

Let us goodly seeds be sowing,

That for heavf n may be growing,

Fruits, to pay the debt we're owing
Every day.

Though we see so much of sadness,

Every day,

Still is beard the voic

Tones of joy the winds are bringing

—

Sweet child-laughter glad is ringing

—

Happy birds their lays are singing

—

Every day.

May we all grow wiser, purer,

Every day,

And our sacred trust be surer,

Every day.

If our hearts but faithful prove us,

Heaven's king will better love us,

And with angels watch above us,

May tb* grace of God attend us,

Every day,

And his loving hand befriend us,

Every day;

Let our souls renewed hope borrow,

We shall, on some happy morrow.

Leave this land where cometh sorrow,

Every day.

WEARY HANDS.

There are a great many weary hands all over the

land. They are in every community, and, perhaps,

in all countries. The day's work for the men and the

grown children is over, and they are sitting around

reading, blinking in the firelight, or, perhaps, out at

some gathering. The smaller folk have been put

to bed, but there is one who is awake and working
ceaselessly. By her side is a basket of stockings,

some of them with appalling holes in them, and
they are all to be gone over. The garments of the

sleeper are laid out for night mending.

The woman has here and there a strand of gray

in her hair. Her hands are not as soft as they were
in early youth, her eyes are not so keen of sight as

then, and her form is more gaunt. Still she does
not complain. Now and then she may pause and
look in the glowing fire, seeing things that had 2

life years ago. It may be the thought of the first-

born, throne who is away, and who isjremiss about

writing, or, it may be, that her thoughts are out in

God's acre, where one sleeps in the silent row.

Then she threads her needle in a way that shows
the weakening sight, and she takes up her work
again. The cat blinks, the fire bubbles and hisses,

and all through the house is silence. Stitch after

stitch is taken, all unpaid labor, save in the reward

that comes from a knowledge of fulfilled duty. It

is a long time till the bottom of the pile is reached,

and, when it is, at last, the labors of the day are ov-

er. The cat is thrust out into the dark, the fire is

covered, the last touches given to the meal of the

morning, the doors locked, and a round of the

sleepers up stairs made to see that all is well.

It is an uneventful round of duty. It shows it-

self on the face in more than the lines of care and

creeping years. On many a face in the church may
be read the story. Dressed in sombre color, as be-

comes one of years, with clean, white handkerchief

folded over the hymn book held in the lap, there

are features that bear the mark of the angels, It

seems as though God Almighty puts his stimp, the

hall mark of nature's nobility, on those whose lives

are given to the round of fireside duty, well per-

formed.

One of these days the hands that have labored so

long will grow weary. There will be a struggle to

keep up, but there is that which is stronger than

an will, and, in the end of the uneven fight,

they will be thin and cold as they are folded on an

unresponsive breast. In the darkened room she

will rest in all the dignity that death confers. Out

he silent hillside they will lay her to rest, a leaf

that has fluttered off the human tree in the forest of

lives that go on around us. Gone, but not forgot-

ten.

And what of it all? Why, only this, boy and

girl, with a few swift touches of pen on paper, I

have briefly sketched the home life and the end of

your mother.

Lewisburg, Pa,

THE CHILDREN'S CORNER.

In a recent issue of the Word and Wotks, a lady

writer has this to say on behalf of the children:

"Inmakiogthe home comfortable and pleasant

for the winter do not forget the children's study

corner. A corner of the room suggests many pos-

sibilities for not only being made beautiful, but

practically advantageous, and one's persona! taste

and pocket book will decide if the corner be deco-

rated simply or elaborately. In making a study

corner for the children, arrange as many shelves as

will be required to hold their books and papers.

The shelves are put up on brackets and are shaped

to fit in the corner. The lower shelf is made wide

and low enough for a table, upon which can be

placed writing material, pencils, etc. Bracket

lamps should be used, then there can be no dan-

ger of a child turning over the lamp. The shelves

may be covered with felt and b rdered with fringe,

or they may be oiled. The lower shelf supports

the heavier books, such as encyclopedia and dic-

tionary. Many children that do not like to study

will find something so attractive in a study corner

that the preparing of their lessons will become a

pleasure. Patents should foster means and op-

portunities of interesting children in their school

work."

CORRESPONDENCE *-<

From Adrian, Mo.

This has been the field of operation for the past

two weeks, and we expect to close this series of dis-

courses with a love feast, Sept, 24 Sept, 25 I be-

gin the work in the Centerview congregation, in

Johnson County. I will likely be in that county till

ahout Oct, 29,



Oct. i0, 1897.

Nov. 3 is the time set (or our departure to Cali-

fornia. We aim to spend the winter in that pleas-

ant clime. The Lord's work is being introduced in

that country, in a manner that makes me feel very

hopeful for the future. My wife expects to go with

me this time. I have been traveling alone so long,

that I feel happy to think of her being permitted to

visit that land of sunshine once. A. Hutchison.

S'pt. 21.

A Visit to Denver.

An old Missouri friend, living in Denver, invited

me to visit her, so I made it suit to go down Sept.

ii,—the day of the Denver love feast. It was the

smallest (east I ever attended, there being eleven

sisters, and only a few more brethren at the tables

The next morning the little church was crowded

with a nice-looking lot of children, assembled for

Sunday school. Bro. Long and his family are do-

ing a noble work in building up such a large and in-

teresting school. They need help, as the classes

After the children left, Bro. Snowberger, of

Longmont, preached a sermon on the value >

soul. The congregation was not large, so the

church seemed not too small, as it did when Sun-

day school was in session,

The members in Denver built their church this

summer, and, as they were afraid of debts, made it

just as large as they had money to build. The con-

sequence is, they have a small building. The
church has a fine location. It is in the southwest

part of the city, one block from the Larimer street-

car line. It is near the suburb called Villa Park.

Bro. Long, the only member near the church, lives

in Villa Park.

It seems the Brethren in Denver have made a

good start, but they are hindered very much by not

having a regular minister. If the Mission Board

would locate the right man there, it might not take

long to make an addition to the little brick church

necessary. Lavinia Stoner.

Longmont, Colo., S pt 28,
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were also with us, thus giving us ample help behind
the sacred desk. The council was made both inter-

esting and profitable to all present. A good, Chris-

tian spirit was manifested, and the session through-

out was a pleasant one.

In the evening Bro. Bixler preached a helpful,

practical, and edifying sermon. On Saturday even-

ing, Sept. 25, Bro. S. N. McCann arrived in Balti-

more, and gave an interesting and much-appreciat-

ed talk. He is to set sail for India soon.

On Sunday morning he preached a most excel-

lent and soul inspiring sermon. Let us all earnest-

ly pray God to make Bro. McCann a great power
for good in his new field of labor! J. S. Lau.

2905 Bernard St , Seft 20.

From the Irvin Creek Church, Wis.

Our love feast was held Sept. 18. It was a feast

that will long be remembered by many. We had a

quiet and well-behaved congregation. Quite a

number of members from adjoining congregations

were present, which added to the enjoyment of the

meeting. Visiting ministers present were brethren

S. E. Yundt and D. E. Price, of Mt. Morris, 111.,

and C. P. Rowland, of Lanark, 111., also, brethren

H. C. Baker and E. E. Joyce. Just before the ex-

amination services, at 4 P. M., four precious souls

were baptized. Among the number baptized, was

an aged man, who had been a Methodist all his life.

He came twenty-five miles to be baptized, and en-

joy the feast. After returning to the church, an

aged sister, who had wandered away, was reclaimed,

which was a very impressive scene to all present.

Sunday evening a few brethren and sisters gathered

at the home of a sister, who has not been able to at-

tend a feast for a long time. We had a little feast

with her, which she enjoyed very much. Monday,

Sept, 20, we had a church council, and elected two

deacons. Fourteen have been baptized, and two

reclaimed, during the last five weeks.

Sam Amick.
Knapp, Wis,, Sept. 21.

Prom the Woodberry Church, Baltimore, Md.

We had long had a desire to hear Bro. C. C. El-

lis, of Juniata College, preach, and this was realized

on Sunday, Sept. 12.

He gave an interesting and much-appreciated

talk to the Sunday school, and then preached an

able and instructive sermon. In the evening he

preached another comforting sermon.

On Sunday, Sept. 19, we met in semi-annual

council, with Eld. Uriah Bixler, of Westminster,

Md., as moderator. Bro. W. E. Roop, and several

others, from the Meadow Branch congregation,

From the Northwest Baltlir

:ity Saturday,Eld. S. N. McCann arrived in ou

Sept. 25. On short notice, quite

privileged to hear him preach Saturday night and

Sunday morning, in the Woodberry church.

Sunday evening he preached in the hall at the

northwest Baltimore mission. The room was full,

and Bro. McCann's, able and earnest discourse

greatly encouraged us. He remained with us a few

We feel, here in Baltimore, that in Bro. McCann's

going to India we part with a dear friend and

brother,—one who has proven to us a father in Is-

rael, a comforter and helper in time of need, yet, as

the brethren at Antioch were willing to give up

Paul and Barnabas for missionary work abroad, so

we willingly submit to the will of the church, and

pray God's richest blessings upon him in the cause

he represents so faithfully.

During the month of August, we received $12.75

in our Home Mission Fund, for building a church

in Baltimore City. The most of this was sent in

answer to our call for 20 000 members to send us

fifty cents each. We are very thankful to all who

so greatly encourage us, by thus responding to

petitions for help.

plan by which you can be

re three per-

Dear 1

numbered with our 20,000 I-

sons to give you twenty-five

church in Baltimore City, add your own twenty- five

cents, and mail us the St. 00, with names of each

giver. Very true, the amount we ask is small, and

you will hardly miss it, but, if a large number assist

in this way, the many small amounts will make
enough for our much-needed church lot and house.

Now, if each reader of the Messenger would re-

solve to secure at least two twenty-five-cent dona-

tions, for a church in Baltimore, we could honor

God's name in a good, plain, substantial house of

worship, owned by the Brethren church, by Nov. 10,

1898. Dear reader, will you help us to accomplish

this needed work? Address the writer.

J. S. Geiser.

1607 Edmondson Ave., Baltinuru Md,, Sept 29.

From the Sabetha Church, Kaas.

We have had another season of refreshing. Our

Communion services, which occurred Oct. I, were

well represented by Brethren of neighboring

churches, which always helps the interest of a meet-

ing. Bro. Stephen Yoder officiated.

Oct. 2 the Sunday school workers of the North-

eastern District of Kansas met for a Sunday school

meeting, which was a most soul-inspiring occasion.

We were made to realize what a great work there is

for a Christian to do, how little we are doing for

the up-building of Christ's kingdom, and how slack

we are in doing our duty.

The topics were discussed by able speakers, and

thus the meeting was made a very interesting one.

Among the subjects discussed was " Christian De-

velopment." This is a subject that each one of us

should fully consider. We feel that there were

truths drawn from the subject that will long be re-

membered by those present. Could we but realize

what it takes to constitute a developed Christian,

we surely would try to live mote like Christ and his

teachings.

667

Sunday morning Bro. Stephen Yoder preached a

issionary sermon for us, after which a collection

as taken for foreign missions, amounting to S22.

The Sunday school at this place, is in a thriving

ondition, with Bro. S. W. Kreutzer as our Superin-

tendent. Steps have been taken toward helping
issionary work by taking a quarterly collec-

tion in our Sunday school. This, I think, will

prove very successful. Lizzie B. Martin.
Sabitha, /Cans.

From Philadelphia.

Very few of the readers of the Messenger know
anything of our "mission." It was opened under

the directions of the First Brethren church of Phila-

delphia, Nov. 29, j 896.

The work was started in a six-room dwelling, in

a new section of the city. The attendance in the

Sunday school has increased very rapidly, During
the month of August, thirty new scholars were en-

rolled. The enrollment, at present, is two hundred
and twenty-three.

The work has been so encouraging, that arrange-

ments have been made for a large and commodious
building, which will be ready for our use in two
weeks. The Mite Society of our church has sup-

plied us with about three hundred articles of cloth-

ing for poor children, and, as a result, we have, at

present, many children enrolled in our Sunday
school, who never attended religious services be-

fore. The good Lord has blessed us wonderfully.

Jos. W. Cline.
2610 W. Lehigh Ave.

From the Coon River Church, Iowa.

Last Sunday one more brother was initiated into

the household of faith by baptism. He is a father

of a family of children, just beginning to emerge

from the innocency of childhood to accountability.

We have reason to believe he has well counted the

cost, and will exert a strong influence for good.

Sept. 27 Bro. D. L. Miller commenced a series of

" Bible Land Talks." The weather was warm, and

the roads good, though rather dusty, but our large,

double-room churchhouse was full to overflowing,

with the best of order. Much interest was mani-

fested by everybody. Oct. 2 was our love feast.

We had a full attendance and a feast of love, in-

deed, to the many brethren and sisters present.

Bro. Miller efficiated.

On Sunday morning, at 9 o'clock, instead of Sun-

day school, Bro. Miller talked to the school about

"The Children of Other Lands." Good and last-

ing impressions were made- At 10 o'clock he

preached to a very large and attentive audience

from 1 Pet. 3: 15,—"Give a reason." Taking the

Bible as his creed, he gave a full dozen of reasons

for his ecclesiastical position, in mild language,

but arguments too strong to be gainsaid. The
" Bible Land Talks," and the meetings in connec-

tion with love feast, we think, have much confirmed

the faithful.

From here Bro. Miller goes to Waterloo, Iowa,

taking the best wishes of his many friends with

him. J- D. Haughtelin.

Panora, Iowa, Oct. J.

From Hollywood, Alabama.

To-day we filled an appointment at a school-

house, two miles north of Hollywood. The inter-

est manifested was encouraging. There is a de-

sire that we come again. We had the pleasure

of having Bro. W, J. Higgins, of Lawrence County,

Tenn„ with us. He spent a few .days in our midst

and seemed much pleased with our country. We
had an invitation to preach at another point, five

or six miles out in the country.C We now leave

appointments for each Sunday in October. I feel

quite sure that a good work could be accomplished

here, if some brother could devote his time.to the,

work, and visit the people in, their homes.

E. J.
Nphf.R*

fat. Uy



Notes x from x our x Correspondents.

INDIANA.

Pleasant Dale Church,—We closed our series of

meetings here last night with one accession by bap-

tism, and one to be restored. The interest was

good.

—

Daniel Srull, Sidney, fnd., Oct. i,

Sidney.—I was with the members of the Ft.

Wayne church (in the city) over Sunday. One
dear brother was baptized I his morning. The work

here is moving along nicely.—Daniel Siell, Oct. 4,

Huntington.—Bro. L. T. Holsinger began a series

of meetings in the Loon Creek house of the Sala-

monie church, Sept. 18, and continued until the

26th. He preached the Word with power. Two
were buried with Christ in baptism. The baptis-

mal scene was very solemn and impressive.

—

A. H,

Snowbcrger, Srpt.30.

North Webster.—The Tippecanoe church, Kosci-

usko Co., held a pleasant love feast Oct. 2. The
ministerial help was ample. Bro. W, R, Deeter offi-

ciated. Prior to the love feast, Bro. J. Bottorf held

a week's meetings Two sou's confessed Christ and

were baptized during the meetings. Others are

counting the cost.— Daniel Rother.bergtr, Oct. 4,

Pine Creek Church.—Our love feast, Oct. 2, was

a pleasant one. In the afternoon four were bap

tized. About three hundred and twenty five mem-
bers communed. Next morning Bro. Daniel Wy-
song gave us a soul cheering sermon, after which,

seven more applied for baptism, making, in all.

thirteen during the last three weeks.— S. W. Har-

baugh, Teegarden, Ind.. Oct. 4.

Elkhart Church.—We met in council Oct, 2, at 9
A. M„ at the West Goshen house. Eld. George

Swihart acted as moderator. One letter was re-

ceived, and five granted, The ministry gave the

church some excellent admonitions. Two queries

were sent to District Meeting. This church decid-

ed to hold a Communion Nov. 5, and will meet in

council again, Oct. 16, at the West Goshen house.—
David R. Myers.

Walnut Level Church.—We held our love feast

on the evening of Sept. 17. A number of minis

tering brethren were with us from neighboring

churches. Bro. George L. Studebaker, and fami-

ly, together with his father and mother, stayed

with us till Sunday. Bro. George preached two

soul-cheering sermons. A series of meetings will

begin at this place Oct 2, conducted by Bro. Hon-
eyman.

—

Malinda S. Siudtbaktr, Sept. :g.

Goshen.—The Sunday school of the West Go
shen house met Sept. 26, at 8 A. M„ and reorgan-

ized for the winter. Bro. William Hess was chos-

en Superintendent. Bro. E. S. Young reviewed

the school on last quarter's lessons, and Sister J.

H. Miller gave a very appropriate address to the

school. Bro. E S. Young then gave the children

an excellent talk from Psa. 119: 105, after which a

collection was taken for the India Mission, which
amounted to S12.62. Bro. Young was also with

the school on Lincoln Avenue, at 3 P. M, and
preached at the West Goshen house at 7 P. M.

—

David R. Myers. Sept. 28.

Muncie.—The four adjoining churches of Mun-
cie have decided to locate and support a minister

here, to do mission work and help build up a

church. A committee of four has been elected,—

one brother from each church: Bro. H. Swain, Up-
per Fall Creek; H. E. Millspaugh, Killbuck; J. G
Rarick, Mississinewa; L. Teeter, Buck Creek.
These are to formulate plans for the location and
support of a minister, and to oversee the work.
To day the committee met and elected a fifth

brother.— Bro. World, of Muncie, to assist them.
They decided on plans for starting the work, and
we trust that now we shall have regular preaching
and Sunday school. Any brethren who have
friends or relatives in the city will please send us
their name and address, and we will hand the

same to our brother.—Dora Rhsdes, 503 South Madi-
son Street\ Sept. 28.

Monticello.—We met in council Sept. 25. Bro,

John Wright is to hold a series of meetings here in

February of 18*8. Our love feast was appointed

for Nov. 13. Bro. A S. Culp is to hold some meet-

ings for us about that time.

—

A. R. Bridge.

Mexico Church.—Sept, 1 1 Bro. L. H Eby began
a series of meetings at the Courtef house, of the

Mexico church, and continued until Oct, 1, Two
were baptized; and we have one applicant. The at-

tendance was good.

—

Blanche Himehck Denver,

Tnd., Oct, 2.

Rock Run Church.—We met in council Sept. 25.

One query was sent to District Meeting. Quite a

number of brethren from adjoining churches were
present, which was much appreciated by all. Our
love feast was appointed for Nov. 4 Bro, Wm,
Neff, of Milford, is holding meetings for us, with

good interest— .£. W. Davenprt, Oct. I.

IOWA.

Spring Creek Church.—We met in council Sept.

25. We decided to hold our series of meetings

about Nov 20 Bro. W. H. Albright will conduct

the meetings.

—

Besne Gillam, Fredericksburg Iowa,

Oct 5.

South River Church.—The Brethren held their

council Oct. 3 Our love feast was held Oct, 5.

Bro, Bailey, from Adams County, preached twelve

soul cheering sermons for us. Two were baptized.

—Elisabeth Watt.

Rock Grove. -Our love feast was well attended

The visiting ministers were brethren Wm. Pile. Ja-

cob Wirt, J. F. Eikenberry, H. GUiam, and J.

Schmidt. Bro. Wirt stayed the week following the

feast, and give us a few meetings. N-llie G. Beav-

er, Nora Sfiri*gs, Iowa, Oct 3.

Pierson. - We are now nearing the close of our

meetings at the East Kingsley church. Seven
have made application for baptism, and one was re-

stored. Two o'hers have expressed a desire to

come. We hope to report several more before clos-

ing. We close Sunday, and begin meetings at

Greene, Iowa, next week, immediately after District

Meeting.— P. B. Fitzwatt*, Oct. 1.

South English.—This church met in council to-

day. Bro. A. Sanger and the home ministry gave
some good admonitions. Arrangements were made
for our feast, Ministerial and District Meetings.

Brethren J. B. Floty and J. D. Coffman are dele-

gates to District Meeting. Three papers are sent,

two of them are to get plans whereby more mission

work will be done in the District. The church ap-

pointed Bro. Joseph Sniteman agent for the Mes-
senger.—S. F. Brower, Sept. 30.

Mallard.—Bro. W. H. Lichty came here Sept, 12,

and preached for us, in all, eighteen excellent ser-

mons. The doctrine is new to many here. We had
good order, and the best of attention. The house
was crowded last Sunday. Three precious souls

came out on the Lord's side, and v/ere baptized. If

the Mission Board will send us a brother that can

preach the Word with power, we think the good
seed, already sown by the Brethren, will produce a

bountiful haivest.—Kate Bchn Treat, Srpt 30.

PENNSYLVANIA.

Harrisburg.—Bro. Frank Haas moved to this

city Aug. 30. He held one week's meetings, when
two were taken into the church by baptism.

—

Ellen

Shisler, 1Tti West Second St

Glade Run Church.—Our series of meetings
closed last week. Bro. D. H. Walker did well his

part in preaching the Word. Three souls were
added to the church by baptism.

—

A. D. Bowser,
McHvddon, Pa., Sept. aj.

Roaring Spring Church,—Our love feast was held

on Sunday evening, Oct. 3. The weather was all

that could be desired. A large cowd was present

and one hundred and fifteen members communed.
Two vipiting ministers were present, Bro. Brice

Sell officiated. Bro. David Sell preached for us in

the morning to quite an interesting congregation,

—D..S.R<f>lo£_lr,:Oct. 4<

Oct. 16, 1897,

Blain.—Our love feast, Oct. 2 and 3, was an en-
joyable meeting. One precious soul united with
the church by baptism. Ministers present were
elders Jacob HoMinger and M. C. Swigart, from
McVeytown. Bro. HolUnger officiated. We had
good and attentive congregations.

—

E. D. Book, Oct,

5.

Walnut Grove.— Bro. Howard Miller began a se-

ries of meetings at our church Sept. 12, and closed
Sept. 26, preaching, in all, seventeen sermons- The
interest and attendance were good. Three were re-

ceived by baptism. Bro. I N. H. Beahm is to hold
a series of meetings in August, no.8,—A / Sirayer,

Johnstown, Pa., Oct. 3,

Raven Run Church.—We met in council with

Eld. G. W. Brumbaugh in charge, assisted by elders

Geo. S. Myers and David Stayer. We decided to

hold a love feast Nov. 6 The church decided to

advance Bro. S. I. Brumbaugh to the second degree

of the ministry. Bro. Philip Richard and the writ-

er were chosen to the office of deacon.

—

Geo. H.
Di'.li'g, Oct. 2.

OHIO.

North Star Church.—We met in council Sept.

30. The report of the visiting brethren was good.

Since our last report two were received into the

church by baptism —Emma G-tff Oct. 3.

Bunker Hill.—This church met in council Sept.

25, with Bro. Michael Shutt, our elder, as Moderat-

or, A large amount of business was transacted to

the general satisfaction of those present.—7<£z E,

Yod'.r, Millenburg, Ohio, Oct. 4.

Mahoning Church.—Our council was held Sept.

18. Bro. Noah Longanecker was present; and also

preached four sermons. E'd John Metzler, of In-

s here on a visit, and did some acceptable

preaching, just one week before our council. Our
;ommunion will be Oct. 16.—/. H. Kurtz, S-pt. 30.

Sliver Creek Church.—Sept. 18 the members
f this congregation met in council. Everything
.assed off pleasantly. Bro. William St. John was
ppointed as treasurer. It was decided to have a

;ommunion Nov. 13 at 10 A. M.—A. A. Throne,

Pioneer, Ohio, Sept. 2j,

Salem Church.—Two weeks ago to-day, our

hurch rejoiced over the reception of two precious

ou's into its body. To-day three more were re-

ceived into the church by baptism. Among the

four are yet young in years. The church,

here, is in peace Our Sunday school is doing

good work, through the earnest labors of our super-

ntendents. brethren Rinehart and Buntain.—Jesse
K. Brumbaugh, Union, Ohi-, Oct. 3.

Ludlow Church,—Our council was held Sept- 18.

Our congregation now numbers 375 members. Our
Communion will be held Oct. 12, at 2 P. M., in the

Pittsburg house. I wish to correct an error I made
in our last communication, referring to Bro. Jes-

se Stutsman. Instead of saying that he attended

700 council-meetings, I should have said, "He
preached between ^oo and ;oo funerals." — Levi

Minnich, Painter Creek, Ohio, Sept 27.

County Line Church.—The members of the

junty Line church held their love feast Oct. 2.

ro. D, D. Thomas preached at 2 P. M. Our min-

istering brethren were D. D. Thomas, Samuel Driv-

,
David Barley, and E, H. Rosenber^er, Eld.

Samuel Driver officiated. Bro. E. H. Rosenberger

preached on Sunday morning, and Eld, Samuel
Driver on Sunday even ng. Bro B F. Honeyman
will begin preaching for us Nov. 6.—/, L. Guthrie,

Oct. 4.

Donnel's Creek. — Last Saturday we held our

quarterly council, when a report o f the annual vis-

it was made. Arrangements were made for the

love feast at the Donnels Creek house for Oct. 9.

There will also be a love feast four miles from Lon-

don, Madison Co,, Ohio, in the bounds of this

church, Oct. 30, at 2 P. M. I am again with wife

and daughter. Their health is some better, and

they expect to be at home one week in the near

iuture—Henry Fronts^ Forgy, Ohio, Sept. 27,



tecs q-oseeiij ^EBSSErera-as..

MISSOURI.

Mound Church.—Eld. A. Hutchison began a se-

ries of meetings for us Sept 4 and continued three

weeks. Sept. 18 we had our council After our
love feast, Sept. 24, Bro. Hutchison left for other

fields of labor.—Cora M. Lcntz, Adtian, Mo„ Oct. 1.

Notice.—The District Meeting of Middle Missou'i

is to be in the Prairie View church, Morgan County,
Missouri, Nov 4; Ministerial Meeting, Nov. 3. All
papers for the District Meeting are to be sent to

Levi Mohler, Warrensburg, Mo., before Oct. 28.—
John E. Mohler, Writing Clerk, Oct. p.

Plattsburg.— Eld. D. B. Gibson stopped with us

a few days. He preached twice at the church, and
once in the College Chapel, to large congregations.

Two weie baptized. We forgot to mention in last

report that this church contributed over S27.00 for

the India sufferers.—S. Z Sharp, Seft. 27

Centerview Church— Bro. A. Hutchison came
to us Sept. 25, and began a series of meetings.

The meetings are well attended throughout. We
have been greatly blessed in our meetings, and, al-

though but one has united with us, others are count-

ing the cost. Our love feast will be Oct. 23.

—

E. A.
Markey, Oct 6,

Shoal Creek.—We met in special council Sept.

18, preparatory to our Communion Nov. 6, at 3 P.

M. Bro. Christian Holdeman will hold a series of

meetings commencing Oct. 30. I notice some in-

quiries regarding some good place to locate. All

such are invited to write us— .47. /. Rtect, Grange-

ville. Mo , 5 pi 27.

Prairie View Church. —We met in council Oct.

2. Most of the business that came before the

church pertained 10 District Meeting. Brethren

N. S. Goodman and Wm, Holsopple are our dele-

gates. Our Sunday school was reorganized for the

coming quarter. Bro. N. S Goodman was retained

as Sup-rintendent.

—

Bertha Krivg, St Martins, Mo.,

Oct. 4

Osceola Church.—We held a council Oct. I. We
held our love feast on the same date. We had
three very interesting sermons. In the absence of

our elder, Fred Culp, Bro. James Campbell presid-

ed, assisted by brethren Abe Rodebaugh and
Ira Breshears. The house was crowded to over-

flowing, and the best of order prevailed. We feel

much encouraged.—Joavah Cripe, Osceola, Mo., Oct. 5.

Notice. -Delegates and visitors, expecting to at-

tend the Ministerial and District Meetings, for the
Middle District of Missouri, to be held in the Prai-

rie View church, Morgan Co , Mo , Nov. 3 and 4,

1897, will be met at Fortuna Station, on the Boon-
viUc and Versailles branch of the Missouri Pacific

R. R., on Tuesday, Nov. 2 189?. Those coming
after Nov 2, will please write to N S. Goodman, O'

the undersigned, St. Martins, Morgan Co., Mo.—
W. W. Holsopple.

COLORADO.

Rockford.—Our love feast was a pleasant one.

Twenty-two communed. Some came as far as

eighty miles to attend the feast. We rejoiced to

see so many whom we had never seen. Five were
add-d to the church during Bro. Geo. E. Studeba-
ker's stay. Bro. Studebaker is thinking of locat-

ing a colony of Brethren at Rickford.—R. A. Pat-

terson, Pueblo, Colo,, Sept 2J.

ILLINOIS.

Girard.—Last night, Oct. 3, Bro. D. L. Forney
preached in Girard, to a large congregation, from
the words, "And ye arc not your own, for ye are

bought with a price." I Cor. 6: 19, 20. After dis-

missal the missionaries bade farewell to the large

congregation.

—

L, B, Watson.

Cerrogordo.—Our quarterly council was held

yesterday. Eld. L T. Holsinger was with us. A
Communion was set for Nov. 12, at 2 P. M. A se-

ries of meetings is to begin next evening, to be con-

ducted by Bro. John Wright. Bro. D L. Miller is

expected to be with us about a week before our

Communion, and give us some " Bible Land Talks,"
—R, S, Burger, Oct, 2.

MICHIGAN.

Sugar Ridge Church.—This church has had her
season of rejoicing. Our love feast will be long re-

membered by all. We had two weeks of glorious
me-tings before our Communion. The first week's
meetings were conducted by our home minister, the
next week by Bro. Isaiah Rairigh, of the Woodland
church, this State. He also officiated at our Com-
munion. We had no additions but all were much
built up.—Israel Fisher, Custer, Mich., Oct 6.

Woodland Church.—We met in ciuncil the last

Saturday of August. Part of the business was to
prepare for our State District Meeting, to be held
in the New Haven church Oct. 9 We decided to
hold a love feast Nov. 13 at 10 A. M. We have
preaching each Lord's Day at 10 A. M , and Sun-
day school immediately after preaching. Our Sun-
day school is moving along very pleasantly. We
use the Brethren's literature, which we find very
helpful.—John M. Smith.

VIRdlNIA.

Cook's Creek.—Oct. 1 this church met in council
at the Garber church. Preparations were made for

our love feast Oct. 9. One was restored. The
writer was appointed as church correspondent.
We also decided to hold a series of meetings at this

church and the Pleasant Run church—S. /. Bow-
man, Harrisonburg, Va,, Oct, I.

Brock's Gap Church.—Sept. 24 we met in council.

Our elder, J. P. Zigler, was with us. Preparations
were made for our love feast, Oct. 9 We expect
to have a series of meetings at this place. At a

preceding council an election was held for two
deacons. The lot fell on brethren Leonard F. and
John C. Turner, Sept. 24 Bro. Leonard and wife

were duly installed. Bro. John, being away at

College, will be installed in the near future. The
writer was appointed correspondent to the Gospel
Messenger. Sunday, Sept. 26, we closed our Sun-
day school for the summer season, with a large en-

rollment.

—

Saltie R. Turner, Hoover, Va , Sept. 27.

TENNESSEE.

Limestone.—The District Meeting of Tenne see,

North Carolina and Florida, will be held in

Limestone, Nov. 5 and 6. Those coming by rail

will be met at Limestone, by addressing J B.

Pence, E Arnold, or the writer.

—

P. D. Reed, Sept,

27-

Blizzard.— 1 held some meetings in Martin and
Pike Counties, Kentucky. I baptized eight and re-

stored two. An election for ministers resulted in

the choice of brethren Louis Field and Martin

James E. Scolf. For deacons, Preston Fields and
William Muney were elected. We held a love

feast with them, and had gnod meetings and good
behavior. I also went to Dickenson and Wise
Counties, Virginia. I baptized four in Dickenson.

In all I held fifty meetings, preached at twenty-one

places, and spent thirty days.

—

Geerge C, B.wman,
Oct, j.

French Broad Church.— Sept 27, in company
with Eld. Jacob Wine and nine other members of

our church, we traveled about twenty six miles

north to the Meadow Branch church, situated in

Granger County, Tenn., in the foothills of Clinch

Mountain, wh^re a love feast was appointed for

that evening. We met the dear members around

the table for the first time. Bro. Wine officiated,

assisted by Bro. Murray. On Sunday Bro. Wine
enjoyed his sixtieth birthday. He is getting old,

but is active in the ministry.

—

Kate McCrary, Nina,

Tenn., Sept. 28.
TEXAS.

William's Creek Church.—A refreshing meeting

was held at the William's Creek church by brethren

Glick and Elliott, and continued two weeks, com-
mencing Sept. n. There were three additions to

the church Our church at this place has been re

duced in number by members moving away. The
harvest is great, and if we can induce Bro. Elliott

to remain with us, we feel that, through his able

and f fficient ministry, many may be brought to a

knowledge of the Gospel,—Almedia Bowman, Free-

mound, Cooke Co,, Tez„ Oct, 2,

KANSAS.

Santa Fe.—Our love feast, at this place. Sept. 25,
was, indeed, a feast to our souls. Eld. Eby came
among us Tuesday and preached several very in-
teresting sermons before the feast. Our elder,
George E. Studebaker, and also Bro. Wyatt were
with us to take part in the meetings and enjoy the
feast.—Frames Bartow, Sept. 28,

Cottonwood Church.—The members of this
church enjoyed their annual love feast last Satur-
day evening, with about seventy communicants.
The house was crowded with spectators. Thi
meeting passed off very pleasantly. Bro. Geo.
Mannon, of Gypsum City, officiated.-;John G. Sai-
getil, Dunlop Kans,, Oct, 6.

McPherson.—Three have been received by bap-
tism recently. Our quarterly council occurred Oct.
4. The spirit of Christ was manifest. Our Sunday
schools were reorganized. Arrangements were
made to sustain regular preaching services at sev-
eral mission points. Our fall love (east is deferred
until after the completion of the work, now in prog-
ress on the college building.—Edward Frants, Oct,
6.

Maple Grove Church.—On account of large
crowds at our feast-, for several years, many of our
members could not commune. To our feast of
Sept 18, we gave no public invitation, only a few
members being present outside of our own church,
and not many outsiders. We had a very quiet and
solemn meeting. Eld. I. H. Crist officiated. Bro.
Gigax was with us and preached two sermons on
Sunday. Before the Communion two were added
by baptism. Oct. 15 will be our next council, at

which time we will give letters to twelve or four-

teen of our members, most of whom are going to
Arkansas.

—

Ida Yimnct, Gardner, Kans,, Oct. 2.

WEST VIROINIA.

Mathias.—Our series of meetings at this place,

conducted by Bro. Driver, is still in progress. It

wi 1 ! close Sept. 30 with Communion services. Yes-
terday four were received by baptism; others are

much impressed.

—

C, Fitzwattr, Hardy Co., W. Va,,

Sept. 2j.

Eglon.—The District Meeting for the First Dis-

trict of West Virginia will be held at Harmon, W.
Va., Oct. 15 and 16. Those coming on the West
Virginia Central will come on the evening train to

Hendricks, Oct. 14. If there will be enough pas-

sengers, the Dry Fork Road will run a special

train to Harmon in the evening.—:Jonas Fike, Sept.

28.

Mercer Church.—Our Communion, S;pt. 4, was
a pleasant one. Bro. Riner came to us on Wednes-
day evening, and continued with us until Sunday
evening, preaching, in all, five sermons. He did

some able preaching. Our elder, George Hutchi-

son, came to our aid on Saturday. The funeral of

an aged sister, Millie Hylton, was preached on Sun-

day, after our Communion, by Bro. Riner, assisted

by Bro. George Hutchison. Brethren, come over

and help us! We need help in church work,

—

Cyn-

thia J. Kahle, New Hope, Mercer Co., W. Va., Oct, 2.

ARKANSAS.

Palestine.—Sept. 25 we held our regular council.

On account of the busy times in the cotton busi-

ness, there were few present. In anticipation of

another missionary, soon to be located here by the

Board, we decided that our two ministers should

fill the four different appointments as best they

could, for a season. The writer was elected as

church correspondent to the Messenger.—A. B.

Coover, Oct.s.
CALIFORNIA.

Colton, Oal.—To-day a beloved sister, who had

long been an Episcopalian, consummated her wish
" to be immersed like dear Jesus." Bro. E. A. Mil-

ler came over and greatly refreshed us. All the

services seemed so full of heavenly grace, and gi eat

joy filled our hearts. Uaion in right principles

marks the labors of each one. Attendance in num-
ber, interest in mind and spirit development, love

and piety—all tend upward, Praise the Lordl

—

M,

if. Eshelman,
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From St. Francis, Ark.

We bad the privilege of being ai

feast here Sept. 4. One dear young i

baptized, and two were added by 1

the lo

:tter. This

3 tbe small

number of believers at this place, About six-

ty communed.— the largest number that ever

gathered together here. Many were the last-

ing impressions made at this meeting. Our

elder was with us, and Eld. Bradley also.

Bro. J Sloniker preached two excellent ser-

mons for us.

People ; getting very much interested in

our doctrine Right here I will say again,

Should any of tbe Brethren be passing by, I

would be glad to have them stop with 1

Any one desiring to change location, is inviti

lo locate with us, as we feel the need of mo
workers. Surely the harvest is white! Tl

calls for preaching are many. Who will con

over and help us? Eve S. Price.

Wynne, Ark., Sept. 30.

From the Sugar Ridge Church, Mich.

Wk have just passed through a glorious s

3. "Why do so Many Brethren's Children

seek Church Homes among other Denomina-
tions? How May this Tendency be counter-

acted? "—El« Youriee, S, B. Shoop.

4. "What is the Relation of the Deacons to

the Church, and how may they Work most

Successfully? "-S. M. Follz, John Otto.

5. "In the Lord's Prayer What is Meant by
'Thy Kingdom Come," also 'Daily Bread?"

—

D. M. Zuck, D. F. Stouffer.

6. " Wbat is the Sisters' Work in the

Church?" — Ada Reichard, A B. Barnhart,

John A. Myers.

aw should Services Be Conducted to

Coldness and Indifference?"—Joseph

Neibert, Joseph Utz.

8. "The Model Sunday School." — Abram
Rowland, D. Ausherman.
Night session conducted by W. S. Reichard.

Subject. " What is the Mission Work of the

Church?"
All are invited lo attend and take part in

the meeting. Those coming by rail will be

by addressing Caleb Long

DETRICK.—At tbe same time and place.

Sister Deborah Harmon Detrick, aged 73
years and five months. Deborah Harmon was
born in Logan County, Ohio, near the place

where she met her death. This aged couple

came to their death in their own home, at the

hand of unknown murderers. The wide pub-

licity given the matter in the secular press,

has made the circumstances familiar to many
of tbe readers of the Messenger. They
were married on March 21, 1844 and had al-

ways lived on ihe farm where they were
murdered. Tbe funeral was the largest ever

held in this part of tbe State. Services by
Abednego Miller, assisted by Bro. Wm.
, and Eld. Yoder, of the Amish church.

[R.Sn

Boonsboro, Md.
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on the evening of Sept. 20. They were con-

ducted by the writer for one week, when Eld.

Isaiah Rairigh came. Our harvest meeting

will be held the 25th, at 2 P. M. We had a

good meeting. Oct. 2 was our feast. We had

a glorious feast to the soul. About forty mem
bers communed. The house was packed t

its utmost capacity, and many were outside

The best of order prevailed throughout th

meeting. While no one came out on the Lord'

impression!

D. M. Zuck,
)

Joseph Rowland, [ Comn
Caleb Long, )

IS meeting will be held in the Prair:

church, Morgan Co,, Mo., on Wedne
day, Nov. 3, 1897,

been made, and t

the near future,

built up, and I tn

.ill » ult :

have taken new couragi

We have an evergreen Sunday school. Ther

is so much to do and so few to do it. We pray

the Lord to send some laborers into this part

of bis vineyard] J. M. Lair.

Custer, Mich.

From Carroll County, Virginia.

On Thursday, Sept 15, we started on a mis-

sion ol love to the Brethren in Carroll Coun-

ty, this Stale. We were met at Hylton by Bro.

Austin Hylton, who accompanied us. We
reached Mt. Nebo,— the point of destination,

—

on Sunday, at n A. M. There had been four

meetings held here previously. Two dear

souls had been baptized by Bro. Hylton.

Here we were met by a large congregation.

After services another applicant was buried

with Christ in baptism. We had preaching

again tbe same evening. Monday, on our re-

turn, we bad two meetings. We reached

home on Tuesday, after having traveled about

seventy-five miles. We had eight meetings

and baptized three. R. T. Akrks.
Alum Ridge, la., Sept. 23.

From Keuka, Fla.

The members of this church met in quarter-

ly council at Keuka, Sept. 25. Ministers pres-

ent were * Id. C D. Hy.ton, brethren D. E.

Stoner and S. M. Eby. Bro. Eby resides at

Winter Haven, Fla. We very mncb enjoyed

his presence. Brethren C. D. Hylton and S.

M. Eby were chosen to represent us at Dis-

trict Meeting of Tennessee. Bro. Hylton ex-

pects to go to Virginia on bis trip, Bro. Eby
dealt out the Bread of Life in an able manner
on Saturday night, and Bro. Hylton on Sun-

day. Sister Bowman, wife of Bro. D. E. Bow
man, is in poor health at this writing. We are

having nice weather and some rain, which is

greatly in favor of our fall gardens, from which
we usually get some of our supplies for

temporal wants. J. I. Milli
Sept. 20.

PROGRAMMES.

This meeting will be held in the Long
Meadow church, Nov, 12 and 13.

1. *' What is Necessary on the Part of a

a Minister to have tbe Inspiration of the Spir-

it while Preaching ?"—Victor Long, John Row-

2, "What is the best Method to Obtain Gos-

pel Plainness and lesa Conformity to the

World? "—N. Martin,
J. A. Bricker.

'What Is the Relation Between the

Church and Disowned Members, and What
the Duty of the Church toward Such?"—

D. M Mobter, C. F. Boyd, E. John.

2. "How can We Create a Greater Interest

n Prayer and Social Meetings? "—D. L. Moh-
er, R. S. Rust, M. T. Baer.

3. "What Constitutes a Model Sermon?"
-John E. Mobler, E. A, Markey, I. Cripe.

4. " Is Religious Liberty, as Practiced To-
day, for Good, or is it Detrimental to the

e of Christ?" — J. A. Campbell, Amos
ipler, F. Culp.

"Wbat is Formality? Are its Tenden-
for Good or Evil?"—G. W. Lentz, John

Hougendougler, J. B. Ihrig.

'How Should a Christian Spend the

Lord's Day? "—Jos. Brubaker, H. Ehlers, W,
T. Bray.

7. Mission Sermon at 7 P. M„ by J. M. Mob-
ler.

One hour is the time allotted for each topic.

-MATRIMONIAL-

FIKE—SAYLOR.—At the 1 of the

pan Wate low Sept.

07, by the undersigned, Bro. Noah J. Fike
id Sister Martha Saylor. J. H. Fike.

LAWRENTZ—MOYER. — At the home of

Bro. Even Roberts, of Cambria County, Pa.,

Sept. 23, 1897, by the undersigned, Mr. Geo
C. Lawrentz and Miss Victory Moyer, both of

naugb, Pa. D. S. Brallier.

FALLEN + ASLEEP ...

SPONSELLER. — In the Camp Creek
church, Kosciusko Co., Iud„ Sept. 18, 1897,

Sarah Emma, daughter of Bro. Henry and
Sponseller. aged 23 years, 8 months

and 8 days. Deceased was the on'y daugh-
1 a large family of children. She ap-

peared to enjoy exceptional good health from
childhood up to within two weeks of the time
of her death, when typhoid fever set in,

Services by the writer at Stooy Point ceme-
ry. G. B. Shivelv.

DETRICK. — At his home near Bellefon-

ine, Ohio, in tbe boonds of the Logan church,

Aug. 8, 1897, Bro David Detrick, aged 74
years and 7 months. Bro. Detrick was born
in Hardy County, W. Va., in January, 1823,

md came to Ohio in about 1828. He united

with tbe Brethren church in January, 1885,

and lived a consistent member until the end,

AKERS,—At Westport, Lawrence Co., 111.,

a complication of diseases, Sister Belle

kers, wife of John T. Akers, aged 36 years

id 11 months. She leaves three children.

le was a faithful member of the Allison

Prairie church for over fifteen years, Funeral

services conducted by Eld. S. W. Garber to a

large congregation. Frank M, Calvert,

GEE.—In the Ozawkie

17. of

congregate

nptio

beth Gee, aged 69 years, 11 months and
days. The deceased was a sufferer forma
weeks, yet she exercised much patience, 1

til the summons came to call her home. I

neral services conducted by A. Puderbaugh,

from 1 Thess. 4: 12, 13.

H. L. Brammkll,

CUSTER.— In the Brocks Gap church, Va.,

Sept. 5, 1897, of typhoid fever, Elmer Richard,

oldest son of frieud George and Bettie Cus-

r, aged 13 years, I month and 4 days. Fu-
:ral services conducted by Mr. Berry, as-

;ted by Mr. Stern of the U. B. church. His

mains were laid to rest in the Mt. Carmel
metery Sept. 6. Sallie R. Turner.

RANGE—In Washington County, Tenn.,

:pt. 24, 1897, John N. Range, aged 74 years,

5 months and 27 days. He was married to

Catharine Klepper in 1850. Seventeen chil-

STUMP. — In the bounds of the San
church, Columbia"a Co, Ohio, Sept. 22, 181

Grace Mabel, daughter of friends Marion a:

tonths and 11 da'

Sbively and t

Et-i Strom*,

congregatioi

', of heart di:

aged 59 years,

BAER, — In 1

Franklin Co., Pa., Sept. 9, ]

ease, Mr. Ephraim
months and 7 days.

ling integrity, and held in high esteem in the

community in which he lived. Interment at

the Price cemetery. Services by Eld. Jacob
Snider and the writer, from Mark 13: 36.

J. B, RUTHRAUFF.

PFOUTZ.—In the bounds of the Antietam
congregation, Franklin Co., Pa., Sept. 24, 1897,
Sister Mary Pfoutz, aged 69 years, 11 months
and 27 days. She was a widow; her husband
preceded her 33 years. She leaves three

children,—one son and two daughters, all

members of the church. Ssrvices improved
by the writer from Psa, 132: 14. Interment at

ice's. Wm. A. Anthony.

RIGGS. — In the Laforge church, Mo„
:pt. 28, 1897, Bro. H. M. Riggs, aged 72

i 2 days. Funeral

sisted by Bro. Daniel Loiah.

by

Ira P. Eb

tiUl

bon
ng. He

them, thir

the Baptist church and

r sixty years. Funeral •

Philadelphia church by tbe wri

of whom

ember foi

P. D. Reed.

SHELLY—Near Cassopolis, Mich,, in the

Pokagon church, Aug. 7, 1897, Daniel Shelly,

band of Sisier S. Shelly, aged 75 years, 6

months and 12 days. Friend Shelly was born

Jan. 24, 1822, in Westmoreland County, Pa.,

ime to Wayne County, Ohio, in 1843.

5 married to Susannah Myers Nov, ig.

In 1852 he and his wife moved to E'k-

hart Count/, Ind., where they resided until

they located in Cass County,

Mich. At this place he resided when death

>]led him .to his long home. Though he
:ver united with the church, he was always

sympathy with it. H. W. Krkigbbaum.

KAGEY.—At his home near Mt, Jackson,

Shenandoah Co,, Va., July 19, 1897, Ezra F.

Kagey, aged 23 years, 3 months and 29 days.

e cause of his death was typhoid fever.

ing to the illness of his wife at the time of

death, the funeral was deferred until Sept.

at which time it was preached at the

Pleasant View church by the writer. Bro.

Kagey leaves a wife and one little daughter.

J. F. Driver.

ARNOLD —Near Burkettsville, Frederick

Co., Md., July 25, 1897, Joshua Arnold, aged
nearly 64 years. The deceased who spent all

3ity of Burkittsville, was
zen and a kind father and

husband. He united with the church about

;nteen years ago. Not only the family, but

church also, sustains a loss. He bore his

ctions, which were great, with Christian

itude, His remains were conveyed to the

Brethren's meetinghouse near Burkittsville,

funeral services were conducted by
Eld, Eli Yourtee, after which the body was

David Aush:

HEWITT.—Near Bristoria, Greene Co,, Pa.,

ster Eliza Grable Hewitt, aged 70 years.

le was confined to her room for two years by
paralysis. She bore her long affliction with

Christian fortitude. She was a member of the

Ten Mile church for over forty years. Funer-
course by J. M, Murray, from Psa, 116: 15.

Sarah Bricker.

MILLER.— in Gettysburg, Ohio, Sept. 25,

97, Charlie Emmet, son of Brother and Sister

I. B. Miller, aged 17 years, 4 mouths and 2

days. Funeral services at the Oakland house,

conducted by brethren I. J. Rosenberger,
Abram Brumbaugh, and the writer. Inter-

ment at the Harris Creek cemetery.

John H. Christian.

LEWIS.— Near Griswold, Cass Co., Iowa,
Aug. 4, 1807, of inflammation of the stomach
Sister Lewis, aged 67 years and 1 day. Sis'

ter Lewis was a faithful and consistent mem"
ber of the Biethren church for about thirty-

seven years, There being none of tbe Breth-
ren at this place, the funeral services were
conducted by a minister of the Christian

church. Allen H. Cripe.

ELSEN.—In the Cedar Lake congregation,

Ind, Bro. Hiram Elson, aged 53 years, S

months and 14 days. After a long attack

of consumption, Bro. Elsen closed his eyes

in death, leaving a good companion and three

children Funeral services by Eld, James
Barton, assisted by the writer.

D. E. Hoover.
LANHAM.—In the Andersou City congre-

Iud, Sept. 17, 1897, Mrs.Ande:

Emily Lanham, aged 53 years ;

days. She had many years ago been a mem-
ber of the Brethn n church, and at the time

of her death, still held to the same faith.

She requested the writer to conduct Ihe fu-

neral services. Funeral discourse from Matt.

8: 17. J. S. Alldredge.

SPIDEL AND TRACY—In the Oakland
hurch, Darke Co., Ohio, Sept. 10, 1897, John

Spidel, aged 64 years and 4 months, and
Willie Tracy, his nephew, aged about 15

years. They were starling home from Get-

tysburg, where they had been hauling grain.

as they were in the act of crossing the

Pan Handle R R,, they were run over by
fast mail train, which killed both of them
antly. In 1858 Mr. Spidel was married

Margaret Marker who, for many years

past, has been a member of the Brethren
church. Seven children blessed this union,

of them having preceded him. The
youoger son, David, died July 2, 1888, from

es received by his team running away
from an approaching train two weeks before.

Very singularly. Mr. Spidel 's father, bearing

he same name as his younger son, was in-

tantly killed by a runaway thirty-four years

Lgo. Thus representatives of three gen-

irations, — son, father and grandfather, —
have all been taken away in a similar man-

>o unexpectedly and so sudden. Willie

Tracey was the youngest son of George W.
,nd Barbara Tracey, the latter a daughter of

Henry Kuns, of Cerrogordo, 111. His mother

died while he was yet an infant, For several

he had been living with his Uncle

John Spidel. He leaves a father and two

brothers. Two funerals,—two hearses each

carrying a member of tbe same family, at

ame time,—rendered the occasion a sad

Funeral services were conducted by

brethren Stutsman, Kreider, and Christian at

the Presbyterian chnrch in Gettysburg,

Levi Mjnnick.
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KEEVER.—In the Monticello church. Ind.,

Sept 25, 1S07. Sister Susan Keever, aged Si

years, months and 18 days. Deceased was

born m Union County, Pa., in 1815. Het
husband, Bro. Geo. Keever, preceded her

three years and one month. In 1837 she was

united to Geo. R. Keever, both then of Penn-

sylvania. In 1854 they moved to White

County, Ind., where they both died. They

were both faithful members of the church,

and served in the deacon's office for many
years. To them were born eleven children,

—

six sons and five daughters, eight of whom
ate still living. Funeral services by D, Dil-

liog. A. R. Bridge.

DAVENPORT.—In the Rock Run church,

Goshen, Ind., Aug. 1, 1807, Jay Dean Daven-

port, one of the twin sons of R W. and Mary
Uavenpor[, aged u mouths ani 21 days.

Services by J. H. Miller and B. F. Stutsman,

Irom lob 1: 21. Owen Oppbrman.

JESPERSEN.—At Brooklyn, N. Y., Sept.

iS, 1807, of brain fever, Joseph E. Jesperscn,

son of Bro. S. Jespersen, aged 3 months and

4 days. Funeral services from Jer. 31: 16, 17.

C. Hops.

BAER. — In the Anlietam congregation,

Franklin Co., Pa., Sept. 16, 1897, of epi epsy,

Sifter Mary Alice Baer, aged 35 years ar

days. -Shs had been afflicted with the dread

disease sincn fourteen years of age. but boi

her affliction with Christian fortitude. We
laid her body to rest in the Price cemetery,

Services were held by the writer and Eld Ja

J. B. RUTHRAT-FF.

ANM a NubMbN i ^ « >

DISTRICT nEETiNQS.

LOVE FEASTS.

ngregfttloa, J4 mile

I„ Macoupin Creek oliurt

I.. Libertyvllle, Iowa.

, Woenloi

fEBertou, Kans.

CHURCH DIRECTORY.

Los A ngeles, Cat.— No. 236 South Han-

Chicago, III—1S3 Thirteenth Place. Serv-

Balttmore City Mission.— 1108 Towson
t, Locust Point. Services each night. Free Reading

Northwest Baltimore Mission.—Corner

Cedar Rapids, Iowtu—Cor. 41b Ave. and

Harrishury, JPa.—Meetings in Hall, Cor.

Washington, X>. CL—Naval Lodge Build-
13. Cor. 4 tlL St, ni>d Pa. Ave, S. E. Preaching, 11 A, M..

St. Joseph, Mo.—Meeting every Sunday

Ft. Ifayne, J/irf.-Zelt's Hall, Cor. Gay

ADVERTISEMENTS <

The Church Manual.

This little work, by Eld. H. B. Brumbaugh
gives thorough information on the various top-

ics treated, in a concise and comprehensive

form.

Contents: Declaration of Faith; The Sab-

bath; Loyalty to the Civil Government; Non-
resistance; Anointing the Sick; On Taking the

Oath; Temperance; Conformity to the World;

Church Government; The Church Visit; Church
Officers; How to Conduct Church Meetings

Rules for Members in Case of Offenses; Sun-

day Schools; The Prayer Meeting; The Mar-

riage Relation; Burial Service; Family Wor-
ship; Parliamentary Rulings,

Price,—Single copy, post-paid, 15 cents;

per dozen, $1.50. Address this office.

Do You Sing?

If so, have you examined the Brethren Sun-
day School Song Book? It is a well-arranged

and carefully-selected collection of songs suita-

ble for the Sunday School, Prayer Meeting or

Social Gathering.

Thousands of them have been sold, and to

introduce the book this offer is made to Sun-

day School Superintendents and Choristers,

Order a copy, either round or shaped notes,

npanied with 35 cents, the retail price,

and we will send the book and a coupon good

for 35 cents on the first dozen books or-

dered at the regular price, $3.60 per down pre-

paid. Address:

Brithrim Publishing Hotrsi,

Mt, Moirfi, III,

Cap Goods.

J. J. ELLIS & CO.,

General Commission Merchants

Plattsburg College.

y. Oueussopt. 1,11
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The Lord Our Righteousness.

Eid S.N.McCann's new book, "The Lor.

Our Righteousness," discusses a great ques

tion in an able manner. It is one ol the bonk

destined to make a sensation among Bibl

readers, and not one reader of the Mksskniki
sh-mld be without it. Bro. McCann has had
the kindness to dedicate this excellent book
the Home Mission Fund of the Brethren in

Baltimore, Md. The object of this fund

raise money to build a much-needed hou
worship in that city. The profits from the sale

of this book gc to this fund, so that every book
sold will add to the fund. The work contains

128 pages, is neatly bound in good cloth, and
will prove one of the most interesting books

yet put out by the Brethren. Price, 50 cents

Will be sent post-paid lo any part of the Unit-

ed States. Terms to Agents, 40 cents each,

prepaid, in lots of three or more, Address all

orders to this office.

The Doctrine of the Brethren Defended.

We are admonished by the apostle to give

reason to every man of the hope that is in u:

Often we are interrogated upon points of

church doctrine on which we cannot give

iesired information, and would be glad
snow just where to get it. "The Doctrine of

the Brethren Defended " contains a complete
exposition of the Faith and Practice of the

Brethren, the Divinity of the Holy Spirit, Im-
mersion, Feet-washing, the Lord's Supper, the

Holy Kiss, Non-conformity, Secret Societies,

etc. Price, per copy, cloth binding, St. 25; tc

ministers, $1.00. Address this office for fur-

ther particular concerning terms to agents.

The Holy Ohost and the Holy Angels.

This excellent work, by Eld. Daniel Vani-

man, treats the natuie, office and work of the

Holy Ghost in a manner that will prove 1

interesting and instructive reading. No
can read this part of the little book without

being greatly benefited.

The chapter on angels is exceedingly i

esting, and will give most of our readers

information concerning the celestial me
gers than they are likely to gather

any other source within their reach. The
not a member in the church who ought n

read this little book, and especially ought the

preachers to read it, and recommend it to their

ce, 25 cents, or $2.40 a dozen, postage or

;ss paid by us. When ordering by the

dozen, give your express office, as well as your

post-office. The cash should accompany all

orders. Address this office.

Baltimore City Church.

"Small Talk about Business."

hankers business hints for men and
:n. By A. E. Rice. Revised and en-

siness is money-making. The most motl-

ey is made by those who do not make mistakes.

Every mistake you make is a loss, to you or

to some one else, so the less mistakes you*

make, the sooner you will be rich.

How not to make mistakes? It is explained

in the book.

What to do, to be right, in the thousand and
one little emergencies that arise in business?

You learn it by the book.

The book is: "Small Talk about Business."

It is simple and comprehensive. It tells just

exactly what you want to know.
It is a book for those who have money to

It is a book for money-makers,
ft 11 a moneymaker.
Elegant cloth binding;, gilt stamped; 118

pages. By mall, price, <,o cents, Address this

'IHc*.

OUR PUBLICATIONS.

THE CHILDREN /

PLB.-A nciUly-prliileil weekly.
|

JUVENILE QUARTERLY .-

SItikIu .Mil.-urli.tl.>... p.-r'jvj.r.

.pics to one address, per qua.tci

tuinpllcd ami puhlhl.cd l.y an

liiio«.li

I..mi!- .1;

dS<.

f. ,m

or?

ofgo

>-;.

';;!".

T
.a*.

BRETHREN'S HYMNAL. — Morocco, gtlt edge, fi.iSI

Morocco, plain, 90 cenli; h*lf leather, 70 cents.

BRETHREN'S HYMN BOOK.-F'ia limp, gilt edge, 6j

ceatiilUup, pitta, IS "ntij unLtiom, 35 c*nti,

BRETHREN PUBLISHING M0U3B.

Mount MotU , III.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS i

DISTRICT nEETIMOS.

LOVE FEASTS.

HOMESEEKERS'

EXCURSIONS
Bed River Valley, Devils Lake, and

Turtle Mountain Regions

in North Dakota,

Oct. 19, Nov. 2 and 16, and
Dec. 7 and 21.

Great Northern Railway

Id Northern Minnesota and North Dakota, in-

cluding Mayville, Crary, Devils Lake,

Grand Harbor, Churchs Ferry,

Leeds, Cando, Bisbee, Rol-

la, and intermediate

One Fare for the

Round Trip

plus $2.oo; tickets good for 21 days from date

of sale, and good for return any time within

limit. This will enable parties to visit the

original Brethren settlements in North Dakota

just as harvest begins.

Those who wish to go on any of these excur-

sion dates can get further particulars by ad-

MAX BAS8t

120 S. Clark St. Chicago, 111.

Stop ™S Tobacco!
Hindoo Tobacco Habit Cure. Perfectly

liurmi. -s ii.-., i- lull, I'm-. -:,,,,,,!.. and rull pur-

Kilty cents a box. '
' MUVOBD, INBIAKA,

Cancels Cuied I

Dr. Hess, of Grand Rapids, Mich
r

Doctrinal Outlines

Is a book of 77 closely-printed pages that is

growing in favor wherever it is known. It is a
work for ministers, Sunday school workers and
others, containing outlines on the following:

Historical, Doctrinal, Missionary, Secret Soci-

eties, Homiletics, Revivals, The Sunday School,

The Home.

It is highly prized in Smyrna. (See page 41

of Messenger.) Order soon, as the number
on hand is limited. Price, paper cover 15

cents; cloth, 15 cents, prepaid,

BRBIRBRN PtjrLISHING HOUSE,

Mt. Morris, 111,

'SALVIA!"

Sent by moll prepaid.

25 cts. per Package; 5 for $1,00.

COUIltlDU SALVIA CO., ROCKFORD, III.

WONDERFUL SL^rr,

- "to t!ie vulue of your Headache Specific.

to^H^bda^Lie'sifJcVfli- Htts'nkM T'cburui' every

jtlll eelllng to thou-

For Fall Planting

!

^:\Vr. t;;u:r;.
i

,^ r,.w

JUNIATA BIBLE LECTURES

Tney are now puljllsl

e la neatly bound In <

PCBL1BHING HO

One Fare, plus $2, for the
Round Trip

!

Visit Central North Dakota

Inspect the Harvest!

Secure a Home!

...HOMESEEKERS'...

EXCURSIONS

Oct. 19, Nov. 2 and 16, and
Dec. 7 and 21.

Northern Pacific Railway

rnriches, Including Fargo, Carrlngtor
lord and Bykeaton. Tickets good tor 2.

further particulars write to

o. w. MOTT,

ST. PAUL, MI]
WM. H. PHIPPS,

REVOLUTIONARY

!

A New Book,

"Mind Mysteries/

What is "Spiritualism?"

Vhatis "Christian Science?"

What is "Divine Healing?"
What is " Faith-Healing?

What is " Religious M

lerism? Witchcraft?

AGENTS WANTED

I PUBLISHING 1

Teeter's Commentary

The prices on this popular and re

liable Commentary have now been re

duced to the following:

Cloth Binding, two volumes, - $4,00.

Half Leather, two volumes, - - 4.50,

Half Morocco, two volumes, - - 5.00.

$04 ft* SHdft Ptifcs H Agtmit

BRETHREN'S

PlaSn Ciothira

rules for ordering will be
Our rul^s for sdf-ineasurernei

one can understand them.

We want to hear from you,

PHILLIPSON CLOTHING GOMPAHY
WARSAW, INDIANA.

The Old Testament as Related to

the New Testament and

Christ in Both.

item readily. Jt plainly shows that It wits :

n the night before his betrayal.

, published by £

panlcd by a uool< or K\j>u>

CATARRH INHALER FREE.

CHEAP EXCURSIONS T0|

NEBRAS
September 7, 21. October 5, IS4
On these dates round-trip BBBI ""£

tit-k»-ts.gi».d li>i 21 -liiys.will R#Sl«ffl i
be sold by all Mm linut"o g~ £» BPgf |
Route agents and by those s"fl*RaE«?
of many eastern railroads at piu8 52.00. S

A Dry, Healthy Climate. %
A Soil Unsurpassed for Richness,

g

easy to cultivate, and yielding?
all varieties of crops.

AfTBn\, O. Ft ftQ R,'B.',Chi',
fi'i!o,']ll. 1
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^EDITORIAL t MISCELLANYS

Governments, as well as churches, states and
schools, and even families, find it necessary to now
and then adopt new and improved policies. This

is what Spain has decided to do in her dealings

with Cuba. We are glad to know that the im-

proved policy has been agreed upon, but possibly

it comes too late to accomplish what is intended,

General VWyler, commonly denominated "the
butcher," has been recalled. He is beyond doubt
the most cruel general living, and his deeds of bar-

barity seem hardly to have been surpassed by those
of the cuel Turks. His destructive policy in Cuba
has almost devastated that fair island, and has so

exasperated the Cubans that they will be pacified

only with the greatest difficulty. General Blanco
takes Wcyler's place. He is a man of more peace-
ful methods, and it is thought that he may be able,

in soma manner, to win over many of the insurgents

and bring the war to an end. It is also proposed
to grant the Cubans a generous system of self-

government, somewhat on the plan of that en-

joyed by Canada, It is not generally believed that

they will accept anything short of independence.
Spain has acled in such bad faith with the people
of Cuba as to lose all her influence for good over
them. Our President is bringing his strong influ-

ence to bear on the question, and it is thought that
th e change of policy may be the result of bis ef-

forts to have the war terminated. It is unfortu-

nate for Spain that her influence is gone. Had she

offered self-government to Cuba three years ago,

it would have been cheerfully a.ceptcd, and the
thousands of lives and millions of dollars worth of
property saved. If it is too late, it is her own
fault. Sometimes individuals, families, and even
churches, carry unwise policies too far, and when
they would be glad to retrace their steps, they find

their way blocked. It pays to stop and think
all along the line of the work entrusted to us.

It is said that the Salvation Army in California
has touched the heart and pocket of the sugar
king, Claus Spreckels. He has bought a targe
tract of land in Monterey County, and leased it to
the Army, advancing money until the Salvation
beet-growers are self supporting. When they be-

gin to make money they are to be encouraged to

buy ten acres of ground apiece, on ten years' time
by installments. Mr. Speckles agrees to buy their

beets at good prices. What will be the outcome of

taking people out of the cities and locating them
on land in the rural districts, we have no way of

knowing at this time, but the leaders among the
Salvation people are giving the project a good deal

of attention, and are raising considerable money
for the purpose, Their aim is to give it at least a

fair trial, and not a few all over the country are in

sympathy wijh the undertaking.

The United States and England have got into a
pecul>ar and rather amusing predicament in regard
to the Behring Sea controversy. The killing of

the sea's in the waters of the Northwest threaten

the destruction of the whole seal family, and it

deemed proper that this country and Great Britain

should render the necessarv protection to prevent
the great destruction of the seals. Arrangem
were made for a Conference, and to this Confer-

ence Russian and Japanese as well as English
representation, was invited. And now it transp res

hat England will not consent to be icpresented in

the Conference if there are delegates present from
Russia and Japan, so the United States nr>ay have
to hold separate Conferences, one for Russia and
Japan, and the other for England. Whether dip-

lomats will smile over this arrangement, we can-

not tell, but it shows that different policies have to

be resorted to in the handling of nations, as well

as in the handling of individuals. Humanity is

much the same the world over, save that some of it

wears finer clothes, and lives in better houses than

the other,
|

Those who have never lived in the South during

a yellow fever scourge, can form no idea of the de-

pression it has on business. In order to prevent

the disease from spreading, it is necessary to es-

tablish and enforce strict quarantine regulations.

By this is meant that no one can leave an infected

locality and go to other parts of the country.

Those who do travel, must carry with them certifi-

cates from physicians, certifying that they are

from sections where there is no fever. These cer-

tificates must be shown to the proper officials at

certain points on railroads, steamboats and other

public highways. In some parts of the country

ffictals are stationed, and will allow no person to

pass certain fixed lines. Now and then a town

ay quarantine against all the rest of the world,

id permit no one to enter, and no one to return

who leaves the town. This completely demoraliz-

es all classes of business, and almost suspends

railroad traffic. But few goods can be shipped in

to the country, and still less shipped out. The
financial loss to the country is enormous. It is

said that New Orleans has already lost §25,000,000,

in the way of business, on account of the scourge.
The loss to Mobile, Alabama, also runs up into the
millions. And while the infected parts are made
to suffer much, trade in all parts of the South is

more or less affected. As a rule, Ue death rate is

not high. The few deaths that do occur are
wired all over the country, and the result is made
to aprear really greater than it is. If the people
would Learn to take things calmly, clean up, and
keep their cities and premises clean, they would
not need to dread the yellow fever as they do.

Then, if they were as afraid of the terrible disease
of sin, as they are of this plague, righteousness
would soon take possession of the whole country.

Since the day that Noah and his family left the
ark and came down from the top oi Mount Ararat,

repeated efforts have been made to reach the sum-
mit. Some of these attempts have been crowned
with success, and others have not. It is a daring
undertaking at best. The mountain is fully 17,000
feet high, and is covered with ice and snow the en-

tire year. While the waters of the flood were re-

ceding, the climate on the summit was doubtless
mild for a few months, at least, but it soon grew
cold, and by some it is thought that the ark was
frozen, covered with ice and &now, and in that con-
dition is still in a well-preserved state. A few
years ago it was reported that it was found, but the

report proved to be without foundation. Many at-

tempts have been made to find the remains of the
ark, but, so far, no traces of the great ship have been
discovered. Evcy few years a party attempts to
scale the heights of Ararat, and stand on the top of
the mountain that at one 'ime confined all there

was of the human race. One of these parlies made
the attempt a few weeks ago, and Dr. Stoeber, a pro-

fessor of medicine, and » member of the Geological
Congress, was frozen to Heath.

Germany wants S;oo,oco 000 to enlarge and im-
prove her navy. She alrea iy h; s S8co.ooo.coo in-

vested in war vesse's, but th nks nis is not enough,
It is maintained that her navy docs not compare wt'l

with those possessed by thr t « ghboring nations,

such as E -gland. Russia and Italy. The money
called for means more tax m ;h' people, and to

them this is very distasteful, especially so since it

is their beer that is to be taxed in order to raise

the one hundred million. Nearly every German
likes his beer, but he does not like to pay heavy
tax on it. So far as the beer is concerned, it would
be well if these people would not touch another
drop, and if that would put an end to further ex-

penditures on the navy, the results would be good
all around. It seems to us that the enormous sums
of money, being worse than wasted by the Eastern
governments on their war preparations, must yet

crush nearly every power of impoitance on the
Eastern Continent. They are all going enormous-
ly into debt, and these debts are yearly increasing.

Nothing short of the judgment can prevent a terri-

ble crash, and even then there will be the kind of

a crash that the public is not looking for.

The Disciples are holding their National Conven-
tion in Indianapolis this week. The h vangelht men-
tions the fact that it is very difficult to get as many
lay delegates to attend these conventions as would be

desirable. The Disciples, as well as other churches,

feeling the importance of a larger representation

upon the part of the la<ty. This is a feature of our

church work that should receive more attention,

Among our delegates vu hav. too many preachers

and not enough of the laity and deacons,
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ESSAYS'

OPPORTUNITIES.

Eyes had I, but I had been blind.

Ears, too, but I had failed to find

The myslic meaning of the sounds I heard;

I drifted with the herd.

Grand opportunities were thickly set

Along my path, me tbey bad met

At every step, in every turn and curve,

I walked around them, from them turned,

Stepped on them, and their presence spume
They looked at me with sad, appealing eyes

Those opportunities.

Unletiered was I, unrefined,

My better part seemed deaf and blind,

And in self's prison was confined.

Long ere I lived one true and real day-

Life's half behind me lay.

Then I awoke from sleep's control;

God sent a message to my soul;

It sounded in the wind and storm,

Shone in the glow-worm's foim,

Oh! everywhere it greeted me,

In sky and star, and flower and tree;

Sermons were in the stones, and books

Were in the running brooksl

An hour of such a life as this,

With all its possibilities,

To souls ihat have been pent within a cage

Could I but lift lo light one life that's hid,

By word, or act, or thought, and bid

It burst its cumbering chrysalid.

Then, when my poor, imperfect race is run,

" Failure " need not be writ thereon.

—Mrs, L. A. E. Stikeleathcr, in S. S. Time.

THE RELATION OF THE BODY AND THE SPIRIT

IN CONVERSION.—CONVERSION DEFINED.

It is a radical change of the moral character,

—

a change from the service of the world to the ser-

vice of God. Commencing with regeneration, the

work of the Spirit, through the Word, gives rise to

the work of conversion, through which we may be-

come new creatures in Christ Jesus, 2 Cor. 5: 17,

"Therefore if any man be in Christ he is a new
creature,"

This is the work of God through the Spirit, So

far, the body is passive, but may, at a very early

age, co-operate in the work of conversion, if, on the

lap of a Christian mother, or, in devotion at the

family altar, the mind is impressed with the fear of

the Lord, which is the beginning of wisdom, As
the mind and body are developed, the love and

mercy of God are impressed. The mind, confront-

ed with the view of the immortality of the soul, and

the conditions in the spirit world, causes the desire

to come to the soul, and the question arises, "What
shall I do to be saved? "

The Lord says, " Except a man be born again,

he cannot see the kingdom of God." Having come
to the point that I see it, yet 1 must be born of wa-

ter, that I may enter into it. I have the blessed as-

surance that, if I have repented, and am baptized

in the name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of

sins, I shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

Now, being formed in the image of Christ, and
made holy in part here, I shall have a perfection of

it after death. 1 John 3: 2 tells us, "Beloved now
are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear

what we shall be, but we know that when he shall

appear, we shall be like him, for we shall see him
as be is."

We know that the living human system consists

of three distinct parts,—the body, animal life,

and the mind. The last two constitute, what is

termed, the soul These parts, distinct in them-

selves, but linked together in man, give the proof

that we are as God himself,—a Trinity in unity and
a unity in Trinity, "And God said, Let us make
man in our image, after our likeness, So God crc-

iraaiHJ QrOSFiHX; 2ws:iasssxTc3Bi^t,

ated man in his own image, in the image of God
created he him; male and female created he them."

Gen. 1: 26, 27.

Adam derived both the animal and mental parts

of the soul from the Deity. He breathed into his

nostrils the breath of life, and he became a living

soul, possessed of a living principle and also of a

mind, Thus we have the animal and mental parts

of the soul,

The heart is the center of animal life, from which

the blood is p-opelled to all parts of the body, to

build up and recuperate the whole system, as need-

ed, and is the source of feeling and passions, con

trolling our actions in life. The next, and most im-

portant organ, is the brain, the mind, by which we
consider, reason, and comprehend,—a sense of right

and wrong. To impress this point, we will give

the illustration of a man seeing his friend hide a

purse of money, feeling sure that it is safe, and that

no one knows anything of it.

Now, with the influence of the good and bad spir-

its, the struggle begins with the man who saw htm
hide the money. The bad spirit says, " Go and get

that money. You can have it, and no one will

know anything of it, and it will not hurt you."

The good spirit will say, " O no, do not do that; it

would be very wrong for you to treat your friend

that way. Your conscience will chide you, and you

will be responsible for it in the day of judgment."

The bad spirit will reply, ' You need it; go and get

it, and God, if there is a God, will forgive you."

The mind yields to the bad spirit, and the heart

coincides. Together, they control the muscles of

the body; the unity and the trinity,—the sou),

body and spirit,—combined. By them the legs are

put in motion, and go to the place, and the arms

reach down, and the hands take the treasure.

But, should the good spirit prevail, then the body
would turn away, and improve the opportunity in

the service and worship of God.

So, in conversion, to make it complete, the soul,

body, and spirit combine in the p*rformance of

this important work, and the object is accom-

plished

The good spirit says, " Come unto me and I will

give you rest " The bad spirit says, " Go thy way;

when I have a convenient time, I will caU for thee."

The good spirit says, " Behold, now is the day of

salvation." The heart yields and controls the

body. Conversion is now in operation. The sou!,

spirit, and body,—the trinity in uni'y,— being ready

for admission into the kingdom of God, is baptized,

born of water and of the spirit. Sins are pardoned,

and the Holy Ghost is promised. In this work the

Spirit of God is the inspiration of the soul, or spir-

it, of man. " Even when we were dead in sins," he

hath " quickened us together with Christ.'' Eph. 2: 5.

When the Spirit of God, the spirit, or soul, and

the body of man enter into the covenant upon the

conditions proposed, we are baptized of water and

of the Spirit, and are altogether in close partner-

ship, by complying with the first principles of the

doctrine of Christ, and co-workers together with

him, We go on to perfection by obeying all the or-

dinances and commandments, "adding to our faith

virtue, and to virtue knowledge, and to knowledge
temperance," etc. 2 Pet. 1: 5-10.

Speaking of these things, the apostle says, " For
if ye do these things, ye shall never fall, but an en-

trance shall be ministered unto you into the ever-

lasting kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ." " Be-

hold, now are we the sons of God, and when he

shall appear, we shall be like him, for we shall see

him as he is." Being pure as he is pure, death is

swallowed up in victory.

The spirit and the body together, in conversion,

and in the development of Christian life, will be to-

gether in the resurrection and in heaven, fashioned

like unio his gorious body. "Now abideth faith,

hope, charity, these three, but the greatest ui. these

is charity." And why? Because faith is supersed-

ed by realization; hope by the fruition of heaven

and charity (which means love) abiding infinitely

and eternally,

So, from beginning to end, the soul, body, and
spirit are together, This proves that the unity and

Oct. 1897.

Trinity are correlated along the whole line, in con-
version, justification, sanctification, the resurrec-

tion, and that they are complete in heaven.

Bonsacks, Va.

THE SABBATH.

BV C. H. BALSBAUGH,

My Well Beloved:—

The substance is always better than the shad-

ow. Col. 2: 16, 17; Heb. id: 1. The first creation

had its appropriate Sabbath The new creation

which ends all the antecedent types, has a Sabbath
of its own. Is?. 65: 17, 18; Heb 4: 3, 4, S, g.

There could be no Sabbath in the first creation

until the word '' finished " was spoken. Gen 2: i, 2,

So, in the new creation, there could be no Sabbath
till the same word was uttered. John ig: 30. I n

the pure, original Greek we find the first day of the

week, which followed the seventh day, six times

called the Sabbath, in Matt 28: 1; Mark-16: 2,9;
Luke 24: 1; and John 20 1, 19. In the resurrection

of Christ, the eternal God found his final rest, and

there o«ly can we find it. Call it first day. or sev-

enth day, Sabbath or Sunday, it is, emphatically,

the Lord's Day. In that fact lies all o»r hope, and

it is the perfection of wisdom that our worship

should be on the day in which the eternal purpose

of God was consummated. 1 Cor. 15: 17, and Eph,

3: "
We cannot go back to the first Sabbath, and

make a consistent plea for its continuance, without

advocating " another Gospel," which Paul declares

accursed. Gal. 1: 6-9. These are divinely-autben-

ticated principles, which cannot be gainsaid with-

out subverting the economy of grace.

This will not affect the fourth commandment in

the Decalogue any more than the rest. The Deca-

logue stands to-day in all the vigor of its original

claims. The first commandment is as comprehen-

sive and valid to-day, as when written with the fin-

ger of God on tables of stone on Mount S nai, But

the manner of its fulfillment has changed. The

love demanded is undiminished, but its expression

is changed. So with the fourth commandment, and

all the others. The Gospel is love fulfilled, and its

righteousness offered as grace to faith. Rom. 5: 2,

and Gal. 2: 19.

Union Deposit, Pa.

THE OTHER SIDE.

and

BY LIZZIE D. ROSENBBRGER,

" He passed by on the other s.de "—Luke 10: 31.

You remember the story of Silas Ma
his life in the hut near the village. There were no

ties, no duties that bound him to others. He lived

for himself alone. To gloat over his bag of gold at

midnight, was his chief joy. His was a meagre,

shriveled life, centered upon his miserable self.

Then, after his gold was stolen, when he was brood-

ing, almost stupefied by his loss, a little homeless

child crept into his hut, and he began to live for

her. Then, as his chilled and narrowed heart

opened out to her in sympathy and helpfulness,

what a large and noble life even Silas Marner com-

menced to live!

Lazarus with his sores,—homesick and hungry,—

lay on one side of life's road, but the rich man's

palace was built " on the other side." Rags and

crumbs fell to the share of Lazarus, while purple

and fine linen and sumptuous fare were "on the

other side." Only the dogs condescended to show

sympathy and a fellow-feeling for Lazarus,— an out-

cast, lonely and forsaken. Refined and cultured

people, with flattering phrases for their host, made

the time pass pleasantly in the palace. The people

generally " passed by on the other side." They

could better view ths pa'a^e, which was beautified

by the treasures of art and statuary, and then they

could avoid Lazarus, who was a disagreeable object,

on his side of the road, and there were others like

him, all suffering and unhappy. By passing by 0l1

the other side, they could enjoy the brightness, the

music, and the gaieties of life to the utmost,
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irneying lThose who preferred j.

the inmates of the palace, were not guilty of any
heinous crimes. Thev were neither thieves nor
murderers; they were law-abiding people, who per-

sisted in taking the other side." The two sides

are exactly parallel, and yet, between the two des-

tinations, at the end of the road, there is a great
gulf fixed. Lazarus was carried by the angels into

Abraham's bosom. We are told that the rich man
lifted up his eyes in hell. Before the great bar of

God, the Judge pronounced this sentence upon
those who had journeyed on the other side unto
eternity: " For I was an hungered, and ye gave me
no meat: I was a stranger and ye took me not in;

naked, and ye clothed me not; sick and in prison

and ye visited me not."

The priest who taught the people their duty to

one another and to God, was the first to view the
tragedy that had been enacted upon that Jericho
road. He saw the wounded man, unable to move
without assistance, helpless and friendless. Do you
say that the priest was cold and unfeeling, a heart

less wretch? Who art thou that judgest another?
Time has wrought many changes, but the world
need is as great to-day as it was then. All along
the road of life lie the penniless, the wounded, the
dying, those who have fallen among thieves. You
must pass all these often, unless you are journeying
" on the other side." " For whether thou bear a

scepter or a sledge-hammer, art thou not alive; is

not this thy brother alive?
"

It seems very dreadful that a priest could have
passed on unmoved. What must have been the
feelings of the helpless man when he saw the Le
vite, his brother, turn away and hasten his foot-

steps. If anything could have augmented his

trouble and despair, it would be this,—forsaken by
his brother. The Levite "looked on him," no
doubt he saw all the details of that miserable trage

dy by the roadside; he took the picture with him
as he hastened to carry out his own plans.

I think the Samaritan must have been accustomed
to finding people in distress. He was prepared for

this emergency; he had oil for his wounds, wine to
revive him and he set him on his own beast, and
brought him to the inn, and cared for him there.
" On the morrow, when he departed, he took out
two pence and gave them to the host, and said un-

to him, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou
spendest more, when I come again, I will repay
thee." He fulfilled the law of love, giving freely

money, time and himself to aid this stranger who
may have been unworthy of all h

priest and the Levite were far ahead of him by this

time; they were advancing their own interests

winning success, while the Samaritan was wasting
his time on the deserted and friendless.

Is it not strange that our Savior wasted so much
time in that way? Almost every chapter of the

four Gospels contains some instance of the good
done to some one requiring help. He never looked

ed and misery, and then passed by

souls go out in kind thoughts and deeds to others
O, that the gates leading to the town of Man-sou
might swing outward, that self be lost sight of, ii

the sweep of the current of love and helpfulnes
towards others.

" The Holy Sapper is kept, indeed.
In whatso we share with another's need;
Not what we give, bot what we share,
For the gift without the giver is bare
Who gives himself with his alms feeds three,
Himself, his hungering neighbi

Ccvinglr-n, Ohio.

m! Me.

WHY NOT NOW?

Why not be a Christian now? The most com-
mon answer is, " I am not ready yet." Well, are
you ready to die? "No, I cannot say that I am."
Well, if you are not ready to die, you are not ready
to live. The character which is made by obeying
the teachings of the Holy Spirit, is correctly called
"Christian" character, and if we have not a Chris-
tian character, then we h

Christ, and the apostle says,

not the Spirit of Christ, he i

>t the Spirit of

if any man have

Our Father in heaven intended us
here, and therefore has provided us w
necessary to make us happy. Jesus

laid the pattern for us, and says,

if ye do the

to be happy
th everything

If ye know
things, happy

13: 17. An unregenerated

er be happy, in the Bible sense of happiness, be-
cause such a condition can only be experienced by
the true Christian,

The apostle speaks of the " pleasures of sin," but
the word "happy" is not used in connection with
the service of sin. To have our nation stirred up, on
some question of interest, will cause us to laugh
and seem happy,— but when the breeze is past and
the laugh is over, we may retire and be secluded

.11 the eyes on earth (just where the Christian
is happy).

and with c

Spirit, the

The
nd if

There are generally a good many troubles where
there are unconverted members in the church, and
this may be set down as one of the reasons why
some others are not Christians to day. Such un-
regenerate members are not only in the way of
such as would otherwise be members, but they gen-
erally make shipwreck of their own Christian char-
acter in a short time.

What is needed in their case, is more conver-
sion, and more consecration. "But the natural
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God,
for they are foolishness unto him." 1 Cor. 2: 14.

We might here inquire, Why are they foolish-
ness to the natural man? It is "because they are
spiritually discerned," and the unregenerate man
is under the control of the carnal mind, and there-
fore cannot see. We read in Rom. 8; 7 that the
" carnal mind is enmity against God." Then, just
in so far as we are under the influence of the car-
nal mind, just that far will we stand opposed to the
woik of the Holy Spirit. Those who wish to make
a reserve of some sweet pleasure, which has be-
come the idol of their heart, may rest assured that
they will never make successful workers in the

vineyard until that idol is dismissed. As
t remains in the heart, it is easy to answer
h persons are not Christians now, and as
ve allow the enemy to croak into our ears

the idea that it makes no difference about those
little things, just that long we will be a hindcrance,
instead of a help to the Lord's work, and at last

lose our own souls,

What can we gain by not giving up all for
Christ? And what can we lose by giving up all

else for Christ? Why not be a Christian now?
McPherson, Kant.

Lord's

long as

why si

long as

real

not

contact

in touch with Jesus,

1, through the Holy
not well, and there-

1 the othe ride.'

Our Christianity must be a force. Is your church
the stronger for your living in it? The wounded
man, who had been deserted by the priest and the

Levite, could not help feeling that they had
wronged him. You may have passed by on the
other side long ago, when a suffering child needed
your help and sympathy, and though you may have
repented in sackcloth and ashes, no contrition can
evade the consequences of that sin. Penitence
cannot draw back the arrow which your hand has
sent into the air. Christ never passed by " on the
other side; " not even when he saw in the distance
a black shadow of things to come, and he told the

disciples that the Son of man must needs suffer and
be crucified. After a sorrowful pause in the gar-

den of Gethsemane, he went on,—now bearing his

"oss up the steep of Calvary. The great symbol
of our faith is that cross,—if " any man would save
n's life, he must lose it."

The impenetrability of the savage, the shut-in, im-
prisoned nature of the criminal, are brought about
Dy their indifference to their fellow-creatures.
They have never learned to sympathize, to let their

r Father in hea

we feel that all

re we are not happy,

The pleasures of the unregenerate are of too
short duration to be called happiness. They are
not ready to die because not ready to live to the
glory of God. The only way to be truly happy, is

to do whatever the Lord has for us to do, and do
it "heartily as unto the Lord."

The unregenerate mind is satisfied, while all goes
well, and his physical man is in health,—but as

soon as he feels as if he must change worlds, he is

ill at ease, and it matters not how much bank stock
he may have, or how well his barns and store-

houses may be filled,—all will not satisfy his poor,

awakened soul, because that soul begins now to see

how vain are all things in this world without Christ.

This shows at once that the word "happiness" can
not be properly applied, while out of Christ.

Earthly treasures may be of great benefit while in

the hands of a truly consecrated person,—but of

little worth to any one, unless used to the glory of

God. But the man who has long been tippling at

the old wine, cannot see how the new wine could

be better. He should remember that he is an old

bottle, and therefore unsuited for new wine. He
does not realize that he needs to be made new him-
self, in order to enjoy the new wine.

The Savior says, " No man putteth new wine in-

to old bottles; else the new wine will burst the bot-

tles, and be spilled, and the bottles shall perish,

but new wine must be put into new bottles; and
both are preserved." Luke 5; 37.

This shows us the absolute necessity for a thor-

ough chaoge. There are, perhaps, a great many
unregenerate persons in the church to-day, and
you will soon find them out, because " they are like

the troubled sea, whose waters cast up mire and
dirt,"

THE VINB AND BRANCHES.

'My Father is the husbandman."—John 15: r.

Nothing short of the prolific mind of the Infinite
God could produce a symbol so simp'e, yet com-
prehensive as this parable. No
Christ has won the appellation,

He could hang truth on almost
passer-by, simp'e enough for the

profound as to puzzle the wise,

/onder that Jesus
' Great Teacher."

anything for the

inlearned, yet so

pass by

rary, externa', inact:

a branch, whether a

is of the Creator's

a sower, a sparrow, a fox, a mustard plant, or a lily

of the valley, without seeing the truth which the
Blessed Christ gathered around them?

In this parable we are taught that our relation-

ship with the Savior is a living one. No tempo-
elation will suffice. Being
Sinai or an engrafted one,

ppointment (1 Cor 1: 30)
in virtue of which the sap, the life giving medium
and richness, must pass from the vine to the branch-

Jesus Christ is the true vine, possessing all the
powers of growth and development. Matt. 28: 18.

All true believers are branches of the vine, pos<ess-
ing nothing of themselves, yet having recourse to

all the virtue which the vine possesses. John 14:

The Christian is

independent of th

God are ye in Ch
eternal fiat,

it: a branch of his o

ivine part. John 15

:hrist Jesus." 1 Cor. 1

h has determined our re

30. The
ship,

has been handed down the ages from the founds
tion of the world Rom. 8: 29. Though our rela-

tionship with Jesus has been predestined, yet the
acceptation is optional with us. We can accept,

and bring forth fruit to God's glory and honor, or

reject and be burned. John 15 6.

Since the union is effected by divine agency, it

must, of necessity, be vested with potency. Conse-
quently we, the branches on earth, being united
with Christ, the vine in heaven, by the Father, have
the assurance of the healthy circulation of the life-

giving medium,—the Holy Spirit,

Without the vine, the branch is unable to do any-
thing, " Without me ye can do nothing," John

>5=S.
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Without the branch the vine can do nothing.

Wonderful condescension! Oh, mystery of Divine

Providence, that thou hast made me, a poor worm

of the dust, an agent, co equal with thy dear Son in

saving the world! "This is the Lord's doing, and

it is marvelous in our eyes." Mark 12: It, Let

professing Christians once make the facts of this

paraMe a living reality, and we will no longer be

troubled with inconsistent living; we need no long-

er listen to unheeded calls for workers; and the

mission treasury will no longer be empty.

The interests of the vine and branch are mutual;

neither existing for itself, but one for the other.

The Savior's object, while on earth, was to redeem

us. His mission in heaven is preparing a mansion

for us, and interceding with the* Father in our be-

half; his ultimate object is to glorify God.

Dear reader, while Christ has made himself de-

pendent upon you, remember, it is only to the ex-

tent of his own good will. To glorify his Father

being his highest aim, as soon as a branch becomes

barren, it is taken away and burned. John 15: 2, 6,

Does your life show to the world the true excel-

lence of the vine, Christ Jesus, and reflect honor

and credit upon the great husbandman, God? Do

you think that ring on your finger, that exceeding

large sleeve, that silk bonnet, with an undue

amount of fixtures upon it, that hat which the car-

nal mind craves, that fashionable hair dress, that

tobacco quid in your mouth, your being at the cir-

cus with your family, your active part in politics,

etc, are fruits, which the vine is intended to pro-

duce? If not, for the sake of Christ's integrity, and

your own soul, do not let these useless and foolish

things choke and stunt the true products of the vine.

Oh, Lord Jesus, when I get a glimpse of thy con-

descending grace,—that thou hast so highly exalt-

ed me, in making me a part of thyself, in bearing

freedom's tidings to a lost world,—I pray that our

union may be made closer, and that the Holy

Ghost may give me power to bear much fruit to the

honor and glory of God.

Sheldon, Iowa.

MINISTERIAL MEETINQ OF SOUTHERN IOWA.

This meeting was held in the English River

church Oct. 7, 1897.

Topic L—"How best Induce Church Members

to be more Alive to the Interest of the Church and

her Work."

Be faithful in carrying out baptismal vows! Give

all members some work to do. The more they do,

the more alive they will become. We should not

think that the minister is to do it all, but let all be

ready to help. All have their work in the spiritual

as well as natural family. Get more zeal within,

and thereby provoke others to good works! Think

of your eternal home, be steadfast, and thereby in-

spire others! Take deep interest daily, and let

nothing keep you from spiritual duty. Show inter-

est by your actions, and use all your talents! Do
not be a hanger on, but be what you want others to

be! Let each one feel that he must give an ac-

count to God for his actions! Let all feel a person-

al responsibility!

Topic II.— 'How Shall we Nurture and Develop

our Young Members? "

Get them to feel that the church needs them.

Train them to work by starting them on light work,

Show them that their work is appreciated, Show
them that all are needed for the heavenly building,

—that a little pin is just as necessary as a large

beam. Do not expect too much, but use time and

pains to develop them. Always make them feel

they are members of the body, and that their

thoughts are respected. Lead them by good ex-

ample,— never scold, but feed theml Do not draw

a line between the old and young, but show com-

mon sociability. Give them work especially

around the family altar.

Topic III.—"The Elder's Duty Toward the

F'ock."

To feed, lead, and instruct, is of first importance,

An elder should take heed to himself,—be sober-

minded, rule well, not with rod, but through love.

He should teach and direct the flock. He should

be in harmony with, and carry out, God's Word,

and be a true follower of Christ. He should study

the flock, and admonish them day by day, He
ihould be ready to give his life (all his service, if

necessary) for the flock. He should have a pure

character and conversation, kindly reprove the

rong. Search for the missing ones! "Preach

the Word! "

)pic IV.—" How May our Churches be more

Deeply Impressed with the Importance of Mission

Work? "

Think of Christ leaving heaven to save us, and

let this prompt us to go on in duty. Impress the

i with the worth of souh! Show the need of

caching the Word " in all the world! Show
them the Word must be sent! Impress the mem-

1

and get them to study the Bible, and they will

one impressed. To disbelieve in mis c ions is to

disbelieve the Bible. Reading missionary literature,

helps us to be impressed. Get the elder and his co-

rers aroused, to take part and encourage mis-

s. Keep the subject before the mind of the

church, till the whole lump is leavened. Get

aroused about your own salvation, and you will get

sed about others. Not only pray, but let your

actions accord with your prayers.

opic V.—" What are the Influences that Call

Children away from the Church, and how Best

Counteracted?
"

Pride draws them away from church influences.

Teach them humility! Secrecy calls them away!

Teach them its evils in home, pulpit, and press!

Great care should be taken what we say, and how
onduct ourselves before the children. Take a

deep concern in their salvation! Impress their ten-

minds with its worth to all! Adopt the proper

ns to direct them to a constant, prayerful study!

Go to church and Sunday school regularly. Take

the children along, and get them interested as early

[if j as possible.

Topic VI.—"The Qualifications of a Successful

Minister of the Gospel, and the Church's Duty in

Making him more Proficient in his Work."

Some qualifications are natural, but others most

: cultivated. Study the Word daily! Have walk

and conduct pure! Let your conversation be

chastel Always be ready to give a reason for the

hope within, and to explain the Word to others!

Ministry and church must work together, or they

ill not succeed. The minister, to succeed, must

ave an aim, His success depends on this. He
ill not succeed unless he aims high. By so doing,

much good will be accomplished, even if the aim is

not wholly reached, The minister should live a

godly life in and out of the pulpit. On the other

hand, the people must not " muzzle the ox," etc.,

but "hold up hands," etc., by showing sympathy,

d always being ready to give him aid when need-

ed. They should be earnest and consecrated mem.

,
prompt in attendance and attention! Pray

for him if he has habits that are injurious. Tell

him through love!

BY J. S. FLORY.

The D'strict Meeting convened at 9 A. M„
Oct. 6 The attendance was large, and the Meeting

of unusual interest. It seemed that the spirit that

prevailed was of a nature to inspire enthusiasm

in all present, and the general expression was,

that it was a good meeting. The rule of hav-

ing a report from each congregation, as to who
is the elder in charge, the number of mem-
bers in each congregation, number of Sunday
schools, and average attendance, and number of

converts during the year, is one that we would rec-

ommend to the notice of all Districts. The data,

thus obtained, show the prosperity and condition

of each congregation, and, from the report, as a

whole, some important lessons may be obtained.

It appeared that quite a number reported no Sun-

day school, and, with one or two exceptions, all

such congregations reported no converts during the

year. Comment is unnecessary,

A number of queries were before the meeting, all

of which were disposed of locally, except two,

that go to Annual Meeting. We were favorably

impressed with a ruling, in regard to sending help

to congregations, needing the settling of difficul-

ties, to not confine the selections to adjoining eld-

ers, who may, to some extent, be more or less iov

plicated, or not have the same influence as elders

farther away would have.

The missionary work was considered, and a reso-

lution passed, that the District raise s 00 by volun-

teer contributions, for the District Mission Board.

As usual, it was apparent that the calls were far in

excess of the means. There seems to be a wide

field open, white unto the harvest.

The following day the Ministerial Meeting com-

menced its work, with a large attendance. It was

the general opinion that it was the best of the kind

ever held in the District. The subjects discussed

were important, and it seemed aU were full of en-

thusiasm, From the first to the finish of the day's

work, the interest was good,
11 The Church, its Object and Aim," was well dis-

cussed, and, no doubt, many lasting impressions

"What is a Model Sermon," was well discussed.

" How to Approach and Gain Erring Members,"

in our opinion, was the most important subject dis-

cussed. It is a subject that opens avenues to much

good, if we can get into the merits of it, and carry

out the most successful method to accomplish the

desired end.

The tenor of the discussion largely favored pri-

vate work by the most influential associates, and to

impress the erring members with the thought that

the church is much concerned about their welfare,

The usual custom of sending an official visit, and

that certain officials should go, was favored only

as a last resort. The thought seemed to pre-

vail, that, in the work of evangelizing, much time

and means are expended in getting persons into the

church, and, souls being precious, every means to

gain erring members back to full communion and

fellowship should be used, There should be no

neglect, but at once let it be the concern of the

members to send some one who might have a good

influence. By love much can be done, but by force

but little. The meeting was to continue until noon,

next day, when the Sunday school work would be

taken up. Having promised to attend the feast at

Hudson, we regretted not to be able to attend to

the close of the meetings,

As much time was taken up in organizing the

meeting, we suggested to some of the brethren to

adopt the custom of the Brethren of Northern Illi-

nois, in their selecting of officers and committee on

programme. They favored the idea, and I would

suggest it to the consideration of all Districts, hold-

ing Ministerial Meetings. It is simply this: The

old board of officers select officers for the next

year, and the said officers are the committee on pro-

gramme.

THE DISTRICT MEETING OF NORTHERN IOWA, MIN-

NESOTA, SOUTH AND NORTH DAKOTA.

The above-named District met in annual council

in the South Waterloo church, Oct. 4, Most of the

delegates, and those attending the meeting, arrived

on Saturday to enjoy the Communion Saturday ev-

ening and Sunday.

Monday morning, at 8 o'clock, the committee on

credentials met and enrolled the delegates present.

At 9 the meeting was opened with the usual devo-

tional exercises. The former moderator being ab-

sent, Eld. J. F. Eikenbury was elected, temporary

moderator. The permanent organization was as

follows: S. H. Miller, Moderator; W. H Lichty,

Reading Clerk; J. E. Rolston, Writing Clerk.

Three new organizations were reported in the

District: Bow Bells and Des Lacs, North Dakota,

and Worthington, Minn,
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There were no papers for Annual Meeting, but

some of special interest to mission work and church

work, in general, in the District.

The District agreed to assist in the establishing

of, and maintaining, a mission Sunday school in the

City of Waterloo. It was also decided to work in

harmony with, and to assist, the " General Sunday
School Committee" in gathering statistics, etc.

The Meeting appointed a District Secretary of

Sunday schools, whose duty it shall be to corres-

pond with the superintendents and secretaries, and
encourage Sunday school work in all the churches

in the District. He is to gather the following sta-

tistics from the local secretiries:

i. Names of superintendents and secretaries.

2. Average attendance during the year or term.

3. Amount of money raised for Sunday school

supplies.

4. Amount of money raised for charitable or mis-

sionary purposes.

5. Number of Sunday school scholars converted

to Christ and the church.

He shall make a " summary " report of same to

District Meeting, and to the General Sunday School

Committee, Sister Alda Albright, of Etdora, Iowa,

was elected District Sunday school Secretary.

Many of the congregations of the District are

weak, and have no suitable place to hold series of

meetings and Communion services.

In view of this need, the District decided to pur

chase a tent for evangelistic purposes. Bro. O. J.

Beaver was re-elected District evangelist, and W. H.

Lichty, assistant.

The missionary report shows a growing demand
for more evangelistic work. Many of our congre-

gations are greatly in need of help in the ministry;

some are wholly without a minister. We ought to

have twenty more strong, active ministers in the

District. Who will help?

At the request of the churches of North Dakota,

they were granted the privilege of organizing them-
selves into a separate State District, comprising
the territory of North Dakota and Northern Minne-
sota

Eld. S. H. Miller is to represent the District on
Standing Committee; Eld. Harvey Eikenberry, al

ternate.

Brethren D M. Miller and D. L. Miller, of North-
ern Illinois, and W, H. Long, of Middle Iowa, were
with us, to enjoy the meetings and to lend their as-

sistance.

Every one seemed to enjoy the meeting, and,

aside from the dust, the weather was all that could
be desired.

Bro. D. L. Miller commenced a series of Bible

Land Talks Monday night. Tuesday, Oct. 5, was
the Ministerial Meeting, an account of which will

be given in the Messenger by some one else.

The time of holding our District Meeting was
changed from the first Monday of October to Wed-
nesday of the same week, hence, the Lord willing,

the District Meeting of 1898, will be on Wednesday,
after the first Monday of October, to be held in the
Pleasant Prairie church, Plymouth Co., Iowa.

Sheldon, Iowa.
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Op but IfFORTUNITi:

instantly ready to avail ourselves of them, they are

gone, never to return. We may gaze at them as

they recede into the distance, and weep penitent
tears as they vanish from sight, but all to no pur-
pose. Other opportunities will doubtless present

themselves in due time, but those that pass by un-

improved are lost forever. No power on earth can
bring them back. To our mind this is a most terri-

ble thought, We cannot contemplate it without a
sort of shudder.

—

Christian Advocate.

One man dies in the electric chair because he
never knew a mother's love and another goes
through the gate, saved by the power of a wife's

Section. Out in life's stream, with the current
dead against him and the wind of adversity blowing
ln his face, many a little woman has brought the

husband safely into port.

^THE + SUNDAY * SCHOOL-*

LESSON LU3HT-FLASHES.

Paul's Voyage and Shipwreck Acts 27: 13-36.

Lesson for October31.

f less,

voyage

of to day, we have the description
of a very interesting but dangerous sea voyage,
and, among the crew, a prominent personage was
the Apostle Paul. From the voyage itself we may
get some profitable thoughts. Life is represented
as a voyage, and, like a voyage on the sea, it is at-

tended with dangers. These dangers may be modi-
fied and partially avoided by having in the ship
cool heads and wise counselors, as there were in

this case.

Dangers are precipitated through ignorance and
wrong advisers. Paul warned the centurion of im-
pending danger, and advised that they remain and
winter at the Fair Havens. But, because of the

smaUness of the port, the master of the ship and
the greater part of the crew decided to go on to

Crete. In this we learn, as we have often been
taught, that the majority is not always necessarily

right.

For this purpose, on the part of the many, th

may have been, seemingly, very good reasons,

the other part of the Island of Crete was the m*
desirable place to lay over. We had the pleasi

of visiting this Island, and, from all appearance, it

would have been a desirable place for the crew to

pass the winter, and be ready to pursue their jour-

ney at the approach of spring-time weather. But
there are dangers incident to travel on the seas, and
so there were at this time. Though their starting

seemed propitious, the south wind blowing softly,

soon the storm came, and the lives of all

placed in great peril. So it is 11

life's ocean. Life is made up of

shine and storms. The shoals and quicksands are

strewed all along the way, and, unless we have a

competent and faithful leader, we will be driven in-

to them, to our peril and destruction.

Paul had received the message of safety, and, had
his advice been heeded, the danger might have
been avoided.

This shows us two things: (1) that it is always
safe to follow good advice; (2) by refusiog to hear,

we not only endanger our own lives, but others, as

well, In this voyage, the lives of all on the ship

were nearly lost, because the centurion and the mas-
ter of the ship refused to hear the advice of Paul.

We are sailing in the Gospel ship, and, for our

guide, we have more than a Paul. Our Captain is

the Lord Jesus Christ, who has all knowledge about
the sea over which we are passing. He has passed

over successfully himself, and has given us a safe

chart, in which all the rocks, breakers, and quick-

sands, as well as the havens and harbors are point-

ed out. If we follow these, he assures us that we
shall pass safely over, and, in the end, be landed

safely in the haven of eternal rest.

But our voyage is not a direct one. We have our

times and seasons to contend with,—our summers,
autumns, and win'ers. These necessarily hinder u»

on the way. And then, in the ship with us, we do
not always have wise and consecrated men and
women, so, that, when the winters do come, the

best lay-overs are not always selected, Though we
may advise and enter our protests, we are not

heard, and dangers come. Yet, if we are always

faithful, as was the apostle Paul, the Lord will not

forsake us, neither will he allow us to be destroyed

though shipwrecks do come.

If we cannot control the whole body, we can di-

rect our own hearts, and go as far in the direction

of right, as our possibilities will allow. Paul could

not control the whole crew, but he could, and did,

go so far as to give the necessary direction and

warning. And because he did this, the Lord
spared the lives of all, though the vessel was
stranded and wrecked.

" And now I exhort you to be of good cheer: for

there shall be no loss of any man's life among you,

but of the ship For there stood by me this

night the angel of God, whose I am, and whom I

serve, saying, Fear not, Paul Wherefore,
sirs, be of good cheer: for I believe God, that it

shall be even as it was told me." Paul not only
heard the message, but also believed it,—that the
things which the Lord said would come to pass.

We have a message from the same God, and b

promises us that, if we enter into his ship, and re

main there, no harm shall befall us on the voy
age to heaven,—that he will stand by us. Though
storms come, and afflictions beset us, we shall

be overcome. With every temptation a way of es

cape shall be provided,—for " lo, I am with you al

ways, even unto the end." What more can we ask?

What more can we 'desire ?

"Oat on the ocean all boundless we roam,
We'ie homeward bound, homeward bound."

And if we follow our Captain's command, he will

safely land us on the other shore.

Though Paul's advice, at first, was rejected, and,
as a result, he had to endure the shipwreck with the

others, yet he, because of his faithfulness, was the

salvation of the whole crew, so that not a single one
was lost, Are there not some that we, by being
faithful, may save? For this purpose we have been
called, and unto this end should we Labor,

SERMON OUTLINE.
CHRIST'S FIRST MIRACLE.-John a: 1-11.

BY JAMBS hi. NBFF,

I. Epiphany.

1. Significance of the Word.
2. History of the observance.

II, The general symbolism of turning water into wine, So
Christ's converts

1. Prophecy into history.

2, Wilderness into paradise,

3. Men into angels.

4, Earth into heaven.

III, Christ's presence at a marriage shows that

r. He places emphasis upon the value and sacredness

of the home
2. All domestic joys shonld be sanctified by his pres-

3. AH social relations should be purified by his Spirit.

4. Worldly institutions should be corrected, not de-

IV. The miraculous phase. In turning water into wine, the

Lord simply did suddenly what he now does every

season in the slow process of ripening the fruit.

Thus, be still turns water into wine.

1. The miracles of nature.

2. The miracles of grace,

V. The large supply. (Explain capacity of the water-pots.)

God's gifts are always abundant. This, too, is shown

1. The miracles of Christ.

2. The provisions of nature.

VI. The temperance phase.

1, Every abundance may be abused.

2, Warning.

VII. The good first. This is Satan's plan.

1. Enticements.

2. Rewards of the wicked,

VIII The good last. This is Christ's plan,

1. Tribulations.

2. Growth in grace.

3. Rewards of the righteous.

OUR PRAYER MEETING-.

WHAT IS MY> MISSION?

For Thursday Evening, Oct, 38.

Acts 9: 6; Ecc, 1

I. Each Onh Has a Mission.

2, The path of duty leads to everlasting glory. Rev. 22:

14.

II. How Mxy we Know What is our Mission?

1. By a survey of the possibilities within our reach. Deul,

30: IS, 19.

2. By asking God for wisdom, to do the right thing at the

right time and in the right place. Frov. 3: 13.

Ill, How May Wk Accomplish Our Mission?

1. By doing, each day, that which presents itself,—be it

small or great. Rom. 12: 11.

s. By full confidence in God's power for needed strength,



^-THE * YOUNG * PEOPLE-**

ODR MISSIONARY READING CIRCLE.

Course of Reading.

SECOXit ItCAH.

Tlllltlt I EAH.

OCTOBER SNOW.

Thr East glowed like a blush rose fair,

As PhiL'bus' wheels drove up Ihe air;

Hut murky binners trailed behind,

Blown like a full sail bv the wind.

At noon a RU't of feathcied rain

A hornpipe danced without the pane,

Then nestled blithely "mid the leaves

Whose gold and garnet brushed the eaves,

The green graSi took a daintier shade,

As the tay phantoms on it played;

Gray vistas with their mirth grew dim
And earth and sky blent at their rim.

As day declined the storm waxed brave;

A thickening sheet earth's bosom spanned,

And mconlcss night crept o'er the land.

—Poems ofa Decade,

INFLUENCE.

We all, no matter who, whether young or old,

rich or poor, king or peasant, have this invisible

moving or directing power, called influence,

The poorest of the poor, or vilest of the vile,

have an influence over some one, as well as those

who are in higher stations of life. In every look

from our eyes, every word from our lips, in every

action of ours, and even in the clothes we wear, we
are influencing some one, although we m<iy not be

aware of it. This great power is always with us.

and we can not shake it r-fi, try however hard we
may. We must, by our daily walk and actions, be

the means of helping some one to a life of success,

or to a life of failure. If we live as we should, our

influence will be for good, but, if we live carelessly,

not helping others in any way, or doing no good
at all, our influence will be for evil.

Some have a greater influence over people than

others do; consequently they will have more for

which they must answer in the final day of reckon-

ing.

A conversation took place, not long since, be-

tween a professed Christian and a moral man.
The moralist said, " Now see here, I visit the

sick, help the poor, and d» all these good deeds that

you do. Will I not, then, on the jjdgment day
s'and as fair a chance as you will P

"

The other man looked at him for a moment and

answered, "No, sir!
"

" Why not? " replied the moralist.

"Well, I will tell you," the professed Christian

said, "you are a man of great influence, while I am
an insignificant person, not patterned after as

much as you are, and while you are doing all

these good works, the people look on and say,

' That man is doing a noble work and makes no
profession; so if we follow in his footsteps we will

be on the safe si3e.' Now, you see, people are tak-

ing you as a pattern,—you who have done so much
good, but who have not been obedient to Christ's

commands. Do you not see that these deeds will
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stand against instead of for you? By doing these

noble deeds you gain the respect and confidence of

the people, and, instead of winning many into the

kingdom of God, you, by your actions, plainly say

that all of Christ's commands are unnecessary, and

that these people will not be obedient because you

The moralist could say nothing to this, but walked

away. Here was influence thrown in the wrong

direction and some were the worse for the power

which this man had. There are many who know
that they should do something for their souls, yet

they put it off from day to day because their asso

ciates are out in the world. They say to themselves,

" If we unite with the people of God, our friends will

not associate with us, but will point at us the finger

of scorn."

Now, dear friends, just stop to reason a little.

You have an influence, perhaps greater than you

think, over your associates. They may be thinking

as you are, upon ihe subject, and if some one would

only start in the good woik they would follow.

You are in danger of losing your soul, and by this

great power, which you have over others, be the

cause of other souls to be lost, Just ask yourself

the question, " Am I the one who is responsible for

all these comrades of mine being away from

Christ?"

Think about this and then decide to do right and

put your influence in the right direction, so that,

when you are called up before the Great Judge,

these others can not step up and say, "It is all

your fault that I am lost."

The teacher in the schoolroom, the minister be-

hind the sacred desk, the mother and father in the

quiet home,and wherever we may be, whatever our

occupation in life, will have, at all times, this great

power working.

;e how the children will copy father's and moth-

actions! If father uses profane language, how
1 the little son will use these wicked words,

though innocent of doing anything wrong. Notice

your little child, mothers; if you speak harshly, how
it will stamp its little foot and try to answer in the

e tone that you used, but if you speak gently,

how quickly it will obey you, throw its chubby arms

nd your neck, and imprint a kiss upon your

See how the pupils will try to dress and act like

their teacher! If the teacher is associated with

the pupils, for any length of time, they will, in a

manner, be like him.

How careful, then, ought we to live, so that all

our influence will be for good, so that, by this

great power, we may be the means of winning many
into the fold of Chiist! Tiicre is much work to do

for the Blessed Master and we cannot all go into

mission fields of our cities and beyond the sea,

but, if we live ever humble and at the foot of the

cross, we may be missionaries, although we are

silent ones.

Jewell, Ohio.

COMPANIONS.

BV C. H. BRUBAKER.

That " a person is known by the company he

keeps,"' is a very truthful saying.

Companions, if good, are a great help to us in the

performance of our duties to our fellow man and to

our Creator. On the other hand, if bad, they are of

incalculable injury to us.

There are two principles that underlie the idea of

companionship:

i. Man is an imitative beinc,—a general law.

2. A person has a tendency to do or say what he

thinks,—an indivHual law.

We all know, from personal experience, that we
are prone to find ourselves imtating, in word or

act, th^se with whom we have previously associated.

It is just as true or reasonable to suppose that

those, who have kept company with us, have as-

similated some of our words or acts. As this

double influence obtains, there are lasting impres-

Oct. 23, 18

com-sions made on each individual who 1

panionship with other individuals.

These impressions need not be, and, in fact, are

not, equal or of the same magnitude Just as two
physical bodies, coming in contact with each other,

will be modified in proportion to their relative plas-

ticity, even so two persons, coming together in

companionship, will be influenced in proportion to

the relative plasticity of their minds.

Man does not always display his best qualities.

Take the man who is strictly honest, sober in

thought and earnest in Christian work.. In com-
pany, as a rule, he devotes the greater portion of

his time to joking or jesting. His companions,

who, perhaps, do not possess his better qualities,

are entertained by the joking and jesting and, be-

ing imitative being?, are made jokers. As they

have not the better qualities of judgment and sober-

ness well developed, their joking takes the form of

frivolity, silliness, vulgarity or profanity.

While the influence of companions over the

Christian (?) is very slight, his over the companions
is considerable, but in the wrong direction, in the

instance given above.

Would we only live up to our privileges and use

our influence for good, as the world, looking on,

expects, our lives would be standing monuments of

worth to those about us.

As a man's thoughts are made up, in great meas-

ure, from what he sees, hears, or reads, in the

thoughts and actions of others, and as he is likely

to do or say what he thinks, it is of prime impor-

tance that he seeks noble companions, both in per-

ns and in books.

Many lives have blossomed into usefulness as the

suit of careful reading and appropiiating the

thought of good books. On the contrary many
: ruined their character by the reading of

trashy literature. Reading is only an indirect com-

panionship of man, after all, for we get the spirit of

author through the medium of the printed sym-

bols.

To the tcadxr.g man the companionship of books

even more closely related than that of persons,

—

1 Because the book contains the author's pro-

foundest thoughts.

The reader can have the book and read it at

will, whilst the person he may see only a few times,

,
perhaps, not at all.

Then there is the unwritten book,—the " Book of

Nature,"—which opens for every one. To some it

>ens wider than to others. This is because some
ek its companionship more than others. The
eat truths iiom this b^ok are manifold and ever

elevating to man.

The blooming flowers, the sirging birds, the

ountain heights ard the ocean billows,— all tend

make us worthier and more responsible beings.

As the world is so full of good companions, may
you, kind reader, with myseU, choose the good and

hun the bad,— in literature as well as in person,

Los A'g hs, Calt

"The Empress Eugenie," says the Chicago Times

Herald, "gave the name ' Maiechal Niel' to the

lovelv rose which is so called. When General Niel

:turned from the field of Solferino, where he had

gnally distinguished himself, a poor man pre-

;nted htm a basket of lovely yellow roses. To
erpetuate their beauty, the Geneial had a cutting

struck from one of the blooms, and when a rose

tree had grown from this he presented it to trie

iress Eugenie. She was delighted with the

dainty gift, but was much surprised to learn that

the rose was known by no d srinctive name. 'Ad,'

she said, ' I will give it a name; it shall be the

Marechal Niel.' Thus the Empress achieved two

ends,—named the floucr a^d acquainted the Gen-

eral with the fact that he had been raised to the

covet- d office of Marshal of France."

In the sight of God theit is no such thing as ei-

ther great or small, as man measures magnitude. A
little sin is a very great sin. A great act, performed

for God's glory, in his sight is a very little act.
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Mrs. Lukey, who bas helped me in all my
work, away from Bulsar, has now returned to

her home in ISombay. Next week, the Lord
willing, I shall go for fifteen or twenty famine

phans. 1 only wish the number might be
nr times twenty, or more. The opportunity

;ms too great to be lost. Hundreds are still

be rescued from the government poor-hous-

With the consent and support of the

Brethren at home, we are ready to take at

least a hundred of these children; to see that

they are clothed and fed and brought up in the

way of the Lord. A little self-denial, a little

ice on our part, and these children can be
saved. Will we do it? Will we save them,

ill we let their precious lives be sold to

and Satan, to accomplish his evil ends?
Our hearts say, we ought to save them. Then
let us haste to their rescue before it is too late.

" My flesh and my heart faileth: but God is the

strength of my heart and my portion forever."

May his name be exalted among the heathen!

Buhar, Sept. S.

THE SPIRIT OF QIVINQ.

Think of the 23,000 souls who are passing

laily into eternity from India, and ask the

piestion of self, Have I done my part to reach

hem with salvation?

LOWER DAMAUN, INDIA.

Thi Lord prospered plans for going to Low-

er Damaun. An interesting work of thr

weeks' duration has just closed.

This place is in Portuguese territory and 1

dur Cuholic rule. The preaching of the d
pel is forbidden. It was so ordered, howevi

that we had a house on a little plot of English

land. r the t ork 1

hindered in any way.

Means being limited, only twenty bushels of

rice were ordered for each day. This was

sold, on an average, to seven hundred people,

each one getting only a small quantity.

As the poor people come from the fields at

noon, the time for selling was set from twelve

to three, but the people from the town began

coming soon after nine o'clock and seemed

content to wait until three, just so they re

celved their little lot of cheap grain. For thi

first two days we did not know how to managi

the hungry crowd. All pushed for the gate, s<

as to get in first. All were poor, yet we could

not give to all, so the very poor had to be

arated from the rest. Through the kindness

of a friend some of the police were sent to

aid. They divided the people by caste

seated them in groups on the ground foi

Then, at twelve, with the help of the cook, who
is one of our brethren now, a meeting was held

for them. We both sang; then both talked

They listened gladly and many assents were

given as to the truth of the word spoken.

Afterwards the very poorest were admitted

for rice and the twenty bushels were soo

ished. Many had to be turned away ei

From three to six P. M. and from ten to t*

A. M. our time was given to those who
to hear singing, reading from the Bible, a

talk about the new religion. A number of fish-

ermen, from fifteen to twenty Hindus, high

caste, and twelve or fifteen Mohammedans,
came almost daily. These were all well-to-do

people. The fishermen and Hindus seemed

especially interested in all they heard. Thi

Mohammedans came more out of curiosity, I

think, and to ask questions or argue about

their prophet. Thus the grain selling h;

brought both rich and poor under the influent

of the Gospel. All of the dear brethren and

sisters, who have so kindly sent money for thi

work, can feel that they have been helping I

dispel the gloom and darkness of heathenisi

in India, and bring in the glorious light of the

Gospel,

On the morning we came away, the pi

people came together to sing for us and 1

press their thankfulness for the help they had

received. We send their thanks with our

to you in America, who have lent a helping

hand and, as was said to us many times,

'

&od bless you aod gjye you long life."

We are happy ourselves in proportion 1

are instrumental in bringing happiness to

ers. Then we should, necessarily, look t(

needs of our fellow men, and do that which
we reasonably can, to make life brighter and

the burden lighter for those that we may bt

able, and have an opportunity, to help.

Perhaps it would be well to quote the oft-re

peated proverb: " God loveth a cheerful giver.'

Nowhere, in Holy Writ, do we find a single in

ference that God loves or respects a miser, 0:

the one who hoards up wealth, regardless o

the wants of those by whom he is surrounded,

Consequently he, who wishes to he a Chris-

tian, must shape himself to the Christian rule

and be ready to sacrifice that which will bring

comfort and happiness to his less fortunate

Sometimes, perhaps, we give to an unworthy

cause or an unworthy individual, but, if it is

done with a good motive and with true faith,

we will receive our reward, and will get the

blessing of happiness, let the recipient be ever

so unworthy. On the other hand, we may give

to the most worthy cause and, if we do it in the

wrong spirit, miss the great blessing that fol-

lows the gift, made by the true "spirit of giv-

ing."

The amount we give does not determine

and surroundings generally, determine what

and how much we shall give.

That offering that is the greatest sacrifii

the greatest gift. If we make great gifts in

order to gain honor, we need not expect

greater reward, for our giving must be as

God who seeth into the heart.

By doing good with his money, a man—;
were—stamps the image of God upon it,

makes it pass current for the merchandis

heaven.

Although some may 'not give as mud
others, all should give in a cheerful way, and

feel happy to do something that may beir

mental in winning souls for Christ or be the

means of sending some one to foreign lands,

to tell the glad news of salvation to the perish-

ing, and raise the standard of Christianity

higher. We will in no wise lose our reward.

Every child should have the privilege of

giving a penny or nickel each Sunday for the

Sunday school treasury. Thus they will have

the "spirit of giving" planted in their hi

Each Sunday school superintendent should

encourage al! to give for Sunday school and

mission work. In the course of time the same

spirit that prompted us to give nickels will,

with cultivation, be the means of prompting us

to be willing to give dollars.

We often hear people asking: How often

ought we to give and how much? 1 Cor. 16: 2

is very plain and can be easily comprehended.

"Upon the first day of the week let every one

of you lay by him in store as God hath pros-

pered him, that there be no gatherings when I

come." Here we find Paul encouraging and

commending the Corinthians for their liberal-

ity.

Let us, as a people, be more liberal in giving

and it will not be long until we can see a

marked advancement in every good work.

We know if we give for a good cause, and in

the right manner, we are working for God. If

lbs spirit ol sacrificing were predominant

r lives, we could accomplish wonders in all

kinds of mission work.

The widow's mite is an example of encour-

agement unto alt. It shows that every one
ill receive a reward for true giving.

Our Brotherhood is awakening to the im-

jrtance of mission work and now we are in

need of more of the spirit to qiicken us to give

ore freely, both our time and money, to the

use of Christ.

God has abundantly blessed us with this

world's goods and we will be held responsible

s to how we use and dispose of the same.
The reason we sometimes miss the reward

f satisfaction in giving may be because we
lid not, in reality, sacrifice anything, and if we
lid, we may have bestowed the gift grudging-

ly. These little things will keep us from get-

*ng the benefit from our giving,

In Acts 20: 35 we read, " I have shewed you
all things, how that so laboring ye ought

pport the weak, and to remember the words
of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more
blessed to give than to receive."

Whatever we give should be given chcerful-

,', with hope that God's blessing will reward
ur effort.

Sheridan, Mo,

6/9

perhaps, is our work! We see only the wrong
side, and the harmony of colors and beauty of

design wilt not be seen till the threads of life

in, May we have patience to work on till

God, in his own good time, sees fit to show us

the right side of our work!

660 S. Ashland Ave,

REPORT OF CHICAGO MISSION.

>, Spnnofllo. . . ,

rofforioo County,

NOTES FROM CHICAGO MISSION.

—We awoke this morning to the music

the rain, and music it was, ticcause of the lo

continued drought, which affects the city

well as the country. Many times have
great fire engines dashed by in response to

alarm of fire. What great concern is m;
fested when the perishing things of this

are in danger of being destroyed. On cv

hand there arc imi/iorlnl souls in peril a h

dredfiild greater, but how slow we are to

spond,—what little real exertion we make
rescue them! God help us to respond to

dangei calls of the souls about us with mon
the promptness ^uui energy shown in ansv

ing the alarm of fire.

—The attendance at our morning serv

yesterday, was increased by a company of

brethren and sisters from Laplace and Ccrro-

gordo. 111. They, like Paul, in his travels,

were interested in finding disciples. Th<

joyment and benefit of their visit seemed
mutual,

—Bro. E. B. Hoff is also the guest of the

mission at present writing. He stepped

the services yesterday, in time to give 1

excellent discourse from 1 Cor. 3: 9. What a

privilege to be "laborers together with <

-Bro. D. Vaniman also called, on his

to meet the Mission Board at Mt. Morris. We
hope this body will be remembered at man)

altars of prayer during their session, for we be

lieve they feel the need of the prayers of God':

people, on all such occasions.

—Some timely donations tiave come recently

in the way of clothing and bedding. Cold

weather will soon be here, and these will gi

comfort to some who would nlherwise sillier

—Some very nice patches have also been

ceived, just the right size,—three inches squa

—and we are very graieful for them. Of 1:

ninety sewing girls, quite a number arc ji

iniw finishing l '>eir quilts, and when the winl

winds blow, some of than will know what it

to shelter under the work of their own hands.

—A little girl sends one dollar for the work

here, which she received for having quit the

use of coffee. If, when you visit the miss

you do not get as much coffee to drink a

your custom at home, you may know the

—Our " Flower Day " has closed for this

sou; we gave out more than two thousand t

quels. These were not all received from

own people, but many of them were, and

believe all who did send were happy in doing

so, and they may know their efforts were ap

predated. The day was always looked for

ward to with pleasure by the children, as wel

as the mothers at home. Some aged and sick

ones were especially grateful for them.

—At the preaching service, last evening, we

could not help noticing a dirty-faced little fel-

low who sat in the front row. As his bright

eyes looked up into the face of the min

we wondered if some tiny seeds were I

dropped in the little heart which might

day bear fruit. Yes, we often wonder, a

seed, if the harvest will

.lliiHon, Ohlciigo,

1 WoiROltl'8 8,8. <

REPORT OF BROOKLYN MISSION.

Expenditures i-is n
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Five recently confessed Christ at Meado
Branch, Md., and united w'th the church.

The District Mi
tois, met at this pla

ion Board for Northe

! last Monday,

the Walnut Creek
hurch, Mo., cl

Bro Silasas Hoover is engaged in a s

the Sugar Creek church. Ohio.

During
Pa , seven 1

recent series of meetings at Garrett,

ere baptized and two reclaimed.

w changed

: State.

address of Bro. J. Z. Gilbert i

elleville Kans , to La

Bso C. M. Suter. of the Franklin Grove church,

was ordained to the eldersh ; p at the love feast last

week.

Bro, C. D Hylton, of Florida, has been spend-
ing a few weeks with the Brethren in Floyd Coun-
ty, Va.

:sutt of

series of

closed Oc

ssions are reported a

eetings at Purchase Line, Pa., which

Not one minister, who preaches a borrowed ser-

mon, has the honesty to confess it, and give credit

to whom credit is due.

Bro. Geo. L Studebakbr, of Shideler, Ind, has
moved to Muncie, that State, and taken charge of

the mission in the city.

Sister Mary Eugbcomb, of Plumb, Okla. T., re-

ports five accessions at the regular appointment, at

the Big Creek church, Oct. 3.

Bro. P. W. Stuckman closed a series of meetings
i the Clear Creek church, Ind., with seven acces-
ions by confession and baptism.

Bro. Louis Foss, of Lagrange, N, C, writes
that nine have applied for membership at that
place. They have probably been baptized before
this.

Bro. Thomas D. Lvon says he returned from the
Ministerial and District Meetings of Southern Illi

nois with a joyful heart. This indicates a good
meeting.

A sister wishes to know why our minister 1
:, in

their preaching, are so silent on the anointing ques-
tion. Probably each minister can answer this for
himself. How many of our readers ever heard a
sermon preached on the subject?
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@A H£ The Messengbr t0 the end of l898 .
the

$Ui IV Almanac for 1898, and a good Teachers'

Pronouncing Bible, all for S2 75. If you do not

have the particulars, write us.

This week we received an order for ten copies of

Bro. Flory's new book on " Mind Mysteries."

The work will probably be read with a good deal of

interest

Bro. A. Hutchison writes that he is engaged
in an interesting meeting at Centerview, Mo, His
present arrang-me'ti are to start to California

about Nov. 3

Bro J. C. Murray is now engaged in a series of

meetings at Polo. We had the pleasure of hearing

him last Sunday. His talk was both interesting

and instructive.

We are printing the Minutes for several of the

District Meetings, and would like to print the

Minutes for all of them. We do the work in a

creditable

Oct. 23. 1897,

Many of those who have received the Premium
Bible, write us that it is a much finer boMe than
they had expec*ed. This will probably be the
opinion of all of our readers when they see the Bi-

ble It is a good book, made to order, and will rot
fail to give the best of satisfaction.

Bro. J. G Royer closed an excellent series of

eetings in Franklin Grove last week. Several

lited with the church, and it is to be hoped that

may come ere long.oth

We are preparing to bring out a doctrinal issue

of the Messenger in November. Many will look

forward to it with a good deal of interest, We
shall print not less than 50.000 copies.

All Almanacs are mailed from this offic

they are now being sent out to those who a«"e

ing iheir subscriptions for 1898. Remembt
every subscriber gets a copy of this Almanac

Brethren Isaac L. Berkey and Daniel Wysong,
in company with Bro. W. R. Deeter, all of Indiana,

are on a visit to the Bear River Valley, Utah.

They passed through Chicago last Monday evening.

Bro D L. Forney, wife and child, leave bcre

this week for India. They will spend a day or two
in Philadelphia, before going to New York, from
which place, they, with the other missionaries, sail

Oct. 27.

Letters, intended for our missionaries sailing

next week, should reach New York not later than

Oct. 26, and be addressed in care of "Thomas Cook
& Son, 261 Broadway, Out-going Steamer St. Paul,

Oct. 27."

Already S2,oco ol the income from the Brethren
Publishing House has been turned over to the Mis-

sionary Committee, to be used in preaching the

Gospel. The missionary cause is already reaping

the benefits.

Many of the Armenians are leaving Turkey and
oming to America. Thousands have already left.

here is said to be a colony of them in Georgia, but

e have not learned in what part of the Slate they
re located.

Matter for the Messenger is often delayed by
being addressed to one of the individuals connected

ith the office, instead of to the Publishing House.
ShouH the per"on addressed happen to be away,
which is some'imes the case, his letters must be for-

•ded to him, or held here until he returns, before

the business they contain can receive our attention

We trust that our patrons will keep this in mind,
and always address their communications to the
Brethren Publishing House.

The feast at West Branch, last week, is reported
to have been a real spiritual gathering. Bro. S. N,
McCann was with them the next day, and continued
preaching each evening until Sunday night, when
he closed, and started East, to perfect his arrange
ments for h>'s trip to India. While on this trip he
has made preparations to spend a few weeks in

Palestine, and he may have something special to

say in the Messenger concerning that part of his

travels. These letters will doubtless be read with
more than ordinary interest.

Bro. B. Leckrone writes us that the discussion

between Eld. Martin, upon the part of the Disci-

ples, and Bro. Q Leckrone. upon the part of the
Brethren, was a great victory for the Truth. The
Brethren seemed pleased with the result.

The Annual Meetng of i^gtJ has been located at

Burlington Park, within the limits of Naperville, on
the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy railroad, twen-
ty-nine miles west of Chicago The selection is a

good one. Full particulars will be given next

The members of the Maple Glen church, Pa,
had a season of rejoicing at a recent council-

meeting, where eight applicants were received into

the church by confession and baptism. Four oth-

ers were in a like manner received a few days later,

and also one reclaimed.

An 1 1 Tenne ntly present-mest sister

:d her elder with one of our Premii

vas greatly delighted with it. It will encourage

>im to go about his labors with more cheerfulness,

ind will doubtless aid him in pleaching better ser-

nons. Each church stands in need of a few sisters

)f that kind.

Mo Brethn the South do not f . e

particularly alarmed on account of the yellow fev-

er. They generally live in healthy localities, and
are probably in no more danger than those, in

sections of the North, exposed to diphtheria. The
quarantine regula'ions, however, make it very in-

convenient for them.

We believe that home missionary work will nev-

er be carried on as successfully as it should be, until

we put into the field District evangelists, who can

devote all their time and energies to the building

up of churches in isolated places, Such men would
be expected to give sufficient attention to favora-

ble points to build up churches and place them in

good working order. Then they could turn their

attention in like manner to other fields, A careful

reading will show that this was the apostolic sys-

tem. They went everywhere preaching the Gospel
and building up churches, and gave all their time

and enereies to the work. Let us have as much of

the old method as possible!

We need more evangelists in the field. Many of

our older evangelists are locating and taking

charge of churches, and for this reason the demand
for this class of workers is much greater than the

supply. The work is full of privations and sacri-

fices, bu> the Brotherhood needs the men, and we
must encourage them to prepare for it. Then we
would urge that the home ministers do more evan-

gelistic work. All of them ought to do more or

less of it, and th*y can if they only r< ceive the

proper encouragement. - Let the churches encour-

age their ministers to hold series of meetings, and

also render them some substantial assistance, es-

pecially where they are poor, or in need of aid.

Our people want to be careful about sending

money to strangers who write pitiful stories ab:ut

their sufferings. We have a letter from one of the-e

persons, written to a party in Dayton, Ohio, claim-

ing that he is a member, and is being persecuted by
some of thu Southern people where he lives The
matter has been looked into, and it now appears

that he has been misrepresenting himself, and

thereby got into troub'e. We have our doubts

about his being a member We know of other in-

stances where the parties, by writing to a number
of churches, received a good deal of money. We
must not refuse to help the needy, and at the same
time should not encourage deceivers.
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?ome who have not ye' paid their subscription

for 1897 wish to know how t will be about them
getting the Premium Bible, When one owes any-

thing the better way is to pav it. This thev can do,

when they renew for another year, and at the same
time send in their order for the Bible Thus, those

who are delinquent for 1897, and wish to r^new
for 1P9S and also get the Premium Bible, should

remit S4.25.

We learn from the Washington (D, C.) Star, that

Bro. Andre* Westergren, the husband of our tract

distributor in that city, came near losing his life, a

short time ago. Wh-le engaged in work for the

r ity, in an excavaton, a very heavy chute fell upon
Bro. Westergren and anoth* r man. The latter died,

but the former will recover, though he received

very severe injuries. His wife was sick at the

time, and he was taken to the hospital for treat-

icnt.

WHY AM I A MEMBER OF THE DUNKER CHURCH?

This may seem to be a strange question to ask,

and yet it is not strange, because it has come to

many of us often. We have given it a great deal

of very serious thought, and we have come to our

conclusions. What they were, it would be interest

ing to know. How many of us would be able ro

write out our reasons intelligently and be satisfied

with our own answer? In this land and day of

churches, sects and denominations, it becomes, at

least, a very interesting question.

For almost everything else that we do in this

world we have clearly-defined reasons. They are

not only satisfactory to our own minds, but we can

state them clearly to others, if need be. If this is

so,—and it certainly is,—should we not be able to

give a good and satisfactory reason for that which

is nearest and dearest to us of all things in the

world? We surely should. That we may be the

better able to do so we will present a few thoughts

along this line.

There is a general answer that we suppose would

be given by all church members, independent of

name or special belief,—we do it to save our sou's.

We do not know of a better reason that cou'd be

given. The church represents the kingdom of

Christ on earth, and to enter this kingdom we must

do it through the church. But as there are a large

number of churches, all claiming to be the church

of Christ, why do I become a member of this sr>e

cial church, in order that I may be a subject of the

kingdom of Christ? Here is where the reasons

come in if they are to be reasonable and legitimate.

There ma/ be many outside reasons that become

factors in our choice of church relationship. It

may be because of blood,—our parents, our kin-

dred, our associates, our friends,—a desire to perpet-

uate social relations, or we may be thrown under in-

fluences that bear largely on us in making our de-

cision where our church home shall be, Then the

'will of m*n" may figure prominently in this

ch lie*. These are all things that have had bearing

in the settlement of this question. But if you wish

to appear to be very honest and sincere vou will

say that it was none of these things that determined

you.- choice.

We

church we find believed and practiced

be truly the sons and daughte
We believe that faith and

initial steps towards the bette

the Creator and Father of us a

other. You
And because

tal principles,

may

claim that our choice

accepting certain Bible principle

we helieved to be essential to out

right, for in a choice in which ou

we cannot afford to speculate or

ought to be quite sure that the

slhe result of our

5 aid truths which

salvation. This is

.-souls are at stake,

run any risks. We
church, with which

we unite, holds fully all the fundamental truths of

the Gospel,—especially those which have been given
fco bring us into the new relation which makes us

children of God.

But as all the different churches claim to be

funded on the New Testament Scriptures, why
should I, from the large number, select the Dusker
church? Our answer to this is that in the Dunker

tural principles that we can find it

may ask, Is this so? We think it

we think so, we are where we are.

To prove our statement we wil

what we recognize as being fundar

ntial, that

i of God.

repentance are the

life, faith in God as

,
and in his Son Je-

sus Christ as our Redeemer and Mediator. This
faith teaches us that we are sinners, and that, as
such, we must repent See Mark 6: 12; 16: 16; and
Acts 2: 38; 8: 37. These prepare us for baptism,—
the initiatory rite into the church of Christ. We be-
lieve that the Scriptures plainly teach that Chris-
tian baptism is immersion of a believer in water into

each of the names of the Godheid, which was the
apostolic mode and the universal practice of the
church during the first three hundred years. See
Acts 8: 36-3?; Matt. 28: .9; Rom, 6: 4
We believe that the church of Christ in a body of

baptized believers, and that it is our duty to keep
all the ordinances, as they were delivered to us, in-

cluding feet-washing, John 13: 1-17, the Lord's

supper, John 13: 1 Cor. ir: J3, 24, and the Commun-
ion, consisting of bread and wine, as emblems of

the broken body and shed blood of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ, as a memorial of his suffering

and death. Luke 22: 19, 20; Matt. 26: 28, etc.

We further believe that the Scriptures teach the

doctrine of non-resistance. His kingdom is the

kingdom of peace, Isaiah 9: 6, not of the world, John
18:36. Our weapons not carnal, 2 Cor. 10:4. We
should love our enemies, Matt. 5: 44, overcome evil

with good, Rom. 12: 21, and pray for our enemies,

Matt. 5: 44, Non-conformity to the world, in its

sinful maxims and fashions, is plainly taught in

Rom. 12: 2; 1 Tim. 2: 9; 1 Peter y 3 The Danker
church teaches the anointing of the sick

the name of the Lord, James 5: 14.

Because all these are Scriptural doctrines that

are believed, taught and practiced in the Dunker
church, and because they are not all taught, be

lieved and practiced in other churches, therefore

the Dunker church must be the church of Christ.

Because it has in it all the elements of the church

of Christ, therefore I am a member of the Dunker
church,

Is this a good and sufficient reason? It should

be, because it is safe to follow the Master in all the

precepts, examples and ordinances which he has

given us. " If ye love me keep my command-
ments "—to do less is not safe, because he says,

" He that loveth me not, keepeth not my sayings."

Our pledge of discipleship is in doing all things

whatsoever he has commanded us, followed with

the promise that he will be with us always, unto the

end of the world.

1 am a member of the Dunker church—

1. Because I could not be anything else and sat-

isfy my convictions of right.

2 Because it is mv desire to carry out, in my re-

ligious life, all the precepts, examples and com-

mands of the Lord.

3, Because it has always been the purpose and

desire of the D-'nker church, to carry out, as far as

possible, all the requirements of the Gospel.

4 Because I know of no other church, or body of

professing Christians, that tries to do this as fully

does the Dunker church.

n the matter of church relationship we ought all

to be honest, as it is a thing of personal and individu-

al concern. It is a personal matter with each one of

us. Our call is from the Lord, and to him we must

answer at the great day. When we have done all,

we have only done that which it is our duty to do.

Lo.d, help us to do this muchl h, b, b,

OUR PREMIUM BIBLE.

The unprecedented demand for the Brethren's
Bible, offered to all subscribers to the Messenger
has exhausted the supply, and we ask our readers
to have a little patience. At an early date we hope
to be able to fill all orders promptly. We had a
large number of the books manufactured, enough,
as we thought, to supply any possible demand for
them, but, within a few weeks after the Supplement
was sent out, such was the demand for the Bibles,

that the entire supply was exhausted. We are now
having double the quantity, first ordered, manufac-
tured, and very soon all orders will be filled.

We are, of course, gratified that our Brethren ap-
preciate our efforts to give them a good Bible and
to increase the circulation of the Messenger. We
are glad for your co-operation. Brethren, it is

your church paper, and the profits go to carrying
forward the great work of spreading the Gi spel.

At the meeting of the Missionary Committee here,

last week, a thousand dollars was drawn from the
profits of the Messenger to help build meeting-
houses and assist State Districts in mission work.
This money was distributed from Oregon to Tex-
as,—Iowa, Illinois and Pennsylvania getting a part.

This is the second thousand dollars drawn from the

same source, since the publishing interests were
turned over to the church,

Our Bible offer has brought us many new sub-

scribers, but only a few of our agents have as yet
responded. We hope every one will work now.
This is the harvest time for new subscribers,

The Messenger free, for the balance of this year,

the Bible and an Almanac, all for $2 75. We ap-

peal to our agents to take some time and work up
Jt of new subscribers. Later you will not

have the argument of a free paper for the balance

of this year.

Those who have seen the Bib'e we are sending

out speak in very Ivgh terms about it. Here is

what some of them have to say:

!S that my brother, W. G.
They surely are all yon
my judgment, than some

.00, Send out the light!

—

I saw one of your Premium Bibl

Lint, your agent here, has secured,

say for them, better,—according t<

that were sold here at $4 00 and £1

C. G.Lint, Mcycrsdate, Pa,

I received the Premium Bible to-day, and must say that I

was very agreeably surprised on examining it. I expected to

receive the w^rth of my money, but it is a much finer book
than I was expecting.—Lydia Holiday, North star, Ohio,

Sej>t 28,

The Bible has been received. I am
fi»d it a big treasure for little money.-

den, /Cans., Oct, 8.

I received the Premium Bible in good shape, and must say
it is a perfect beauty, with such nice clear type that it noes
not strain the eyes to read, I am made to say, " Come O ray

soul and lei us praise the Lord." May the Lord bless you all

in your (.Sorts in puitin? ont such a splendid Bible!— Wary A,
Si-US- ximittfJi, All-urnett, Iowa, Oct. 8,

;ceived your Premium Bible. I examined it carefully,

must say it is really a good and cheap Bible. I am very

well pleased with it. I cannot see bow you can get it np so

cheap.— W G, Lint, MeyersdaU, Pa,, Oct. it.

m much pleased with the Bible yon sent m:; it is of itself

1 the money, saying nothing about the paper and Almanac.
—H. Bar-wick, Morrison, III., Oct. 5.

xeived the Premium B'ble, and I am gratefully pleased

it. Every person to wh-im I showed it is astonished that

Id have a Bible at such a price—J. J Bowser, Hunting-

ton, Pa., Oct.3.

In response to t I will sav that the Premium Bi-

ingfield, Ohio, Oct ,

: Btble. Many thai

1 Sunday school.

—

So-



THE LAST DISCOVERY IN EO.YPT.

M. de Morgan has made some very important

finds in the Nile Valley in Egypt, at a point where

there is a bend in the river, not far from the ruins

of Thebes, The objects discovered seem to belong

to a period long before the time of Abraham. The

account is thus given in the Independent:

" Continuing his study of the ground, M. de Mor-

gan made his way along the valley until he reached

a point near Negada, where an extraordinary

mound attracted his attention. Excavations were

begun at the base of the mound and revealed the

existence of a huge, qjadrangular-shaped tomb,

which the explorers believed to be intact. One of

the solid sides of the tomb was pierced, and an

opening made, the size of a large doorway. On en-

tering the tomb it was found that various galleries

extended at different angles, and long passageways,

with rows of carved columns, descended into subter-

ranean chambers. From top to bottom the walls

were covered with hieroglyphic inscriptions and

with figures of men and animals cut deeply into

the surfaces. Warriors in bas-relief, different from

anything seen in other tombs, and images of chil-

dren, kneeling as if in fear, appeared here and there

on the sides of the passageway.

"The main gallery led into a series of twenty-one

rooms, each containing many objects, such as

pieces of furniture of different designs, fragments

of bronze statues, and a quantity of broken vases.

In the centre of each room were placed sarcophagi,

containing the mummified remains of the dead.

The vases were cut out of alabaster, rock-crystal,

quartz, and a substance resembling obsidian, and

were carved with peculiar designs. A large cen

tral room contained a single sarcophagus, resting

upon a pedestal of solid rock. Around it, crudely

carved in ivory, were forms of fishes and dogs; and

near the feet were the remains of what appeared to

be a mammoth lion, made of countless pieces of

ivory put together. At the head of the sarcopha-

gus, and facing it, was the life-size statue of a man,

carved in wood. The s'des of the room were cov-

ered with inscriptions of a period so remote that

interpretation was impossible. The explorers

opened the sarcophagus, and found an inner mum-
my-case, covered with hieroglyphics. The sarcoph-

agus was then closed and sealed, and prepared for

removal to the museum at Gizeh, where the body

will be carefully unwrapped. The sarcophagi in the

other rooms, all of which were supposed to contain

the bodies of royal persons, were also removed to

the museum, where they will be opened In all the

rooms, M. de Morgan found large urns tightly closed

and having on top what is known as a ' banner

name,' or the seal of the King, a conclusive proof

of the great antiquity of the tomb. These, as well

as all the fragments and other loose objects, were

carried to the museum.
"The ceilings of the passageways and rooms

were lined with what appeared to be sun-dried

bricks of coarse workmanship, while the pavements
of the Boors were of granite. In many places the

walls were in such a crumbled condition that large

portions of the inscriptions had become obliterated.

The royal names upon the sarcophagi consisted of a

few signs; and, instead of being written ia car-

touches, were inscribed in a square similar to the
1 banner name ' on the vases. The seals on the vas-

es in the King's chamber were made from a cylin-

der, and not from a scarab, according to the Egyp-
tian fashion, as found in other royal tombs. Ev-
erything bore evidences of the most remote age."

that the birth of the Spirit, here mentioned, in-

cludes the entire process of conversion, from the

time the sinner has been begotten, by the Word of

Truth, until the work has been consummated and

sealed by the baptism of the Spirit. This is to be

born of God, to be born of the Spirit, regenerated,

and made a new creature in Christ Jesus.

Our elder is gelling too old to fill all the appointments and

keep up the church services as they should be maintained,

and yet be makes no move in the way of calling brethren to

the ministry. We fear that we shall soon be without a minis-

ter. What ought we to do?— T. O. D.

Your deacons should have a talk with the elder

and urge him to consult the church about holding

an election, and calling one or more of the bre'hren

to the ministry. He should be made to see the im-

portance of calling some to the work while he is

strong enough to train and prepare them for the

stry. Perhaps he should have done this years

ago.

In i John 3: o, we read: " Whosoever is born of God doth not

immit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin,

because he is born of God." Please explain this.—E. B.

By this is meant that one who is born of God,

id in whom the seed of the kingdom remains, can-

not and will not live a life of sin. His one purpose

nd aim is to love God and keep his command
lents. Should he, in any manner, be overtaken

nth sin he will repent of it and reform his ways.

In what standing is an elder generally considered, who
ears celluloid cuffs and 'arge buttons in tbem, and ev-

ry time he makes a gesture, whi'e preaching, the buttons and
uffs rattle that it can be heard through a large meetinghouse?

-J.
1

'. IV.

Such conduct upon the part of elders, or minis-

ters, shows a great lack of judgment, to say nothing

of a lack of loyalty to our non-conformity principles.

Celluloid and buttons-of the right kind—have
their places, and may serve a good purpose, but the

elder who uses either, or both of them, in a way
that attracts undue attention, is not wise, to say the

least of it. There is an order of dress among our

people, adopted to maintain plainness, and an elder

hould be the la«t one to think of departing from

QUERISTS* DEPARTMENT.

e born of the Spii

In the verse cited Christ tells Nicodemus that

" Except a man be born of water and of the Spi

he cannot enter into the kingdom of God." On«
born of water when he is baptized. He is then h
of the Spirit when he is baptized with, or in

Spirit. We are, however, inclined to the opinion

We are to hold an election for a very much needed minis-

ter, but it seems that we have no one with talent eno"gh to fill

the position in a creditable manner. What would we better

do?— W. Y.M.

If you need another minister, and hundreds of

churches do, hold the election and select the very

best man you have for the office. If possible, se-

lect a young man. Talent is good, but it is not ev-

erything. A young brother with good judgment,

and a loyal heart, with the necessary encourage-

ment from the members, may make a preacher of

rare usefulness. Pray the Lord to help the church

select the right man, stand by him and encourage

him; then trust God for the rest.

lease explain Rom. 5:7: "For scarcely for a rightei

one die: yet peradventure for a good man somt
1 dare to die."

—

Amanda K, Miller.

would

We like the rendering of the Syriac on this verse,

and the meaning is so clear that it needs no ex

planation. It reads thus: " For rarely doth one die

for the ungodly; though for the good, some one

perhaps might venture to die." The mere fact that

Christ willingly gave his life for the sinner shows

the superiority of his nature over the best of men; it

shows that he belonged to the highest order of be-

ings, hence his divine nature.

Is it r'ght according to the Gospel and nsage of the church
to brinn a musical instrument into our houses of worship, and
employ members of other churches as teachers for the pur-

pose of teaching different kinds of music—7. F. S.

Our people have always been opposed to the use

of the organ in any of our services, and the way to

keep it out of our services is to keep it out of our

houses of worship. The objsct of singing schools

in our churches should be to teach vocal and not in-

sr-rumcntaJ music. That being the case there is no

Oct. 23, 1897.

necessity of bringing a musical instrument into any

of our houses of worship, and to do so is to violate a

long-established usage among us. It is all right to

employ those not members—but members should

be preferable — to teach music in our churches,

but they should be required to teach the kind of

«* HOME * AND * FAMILY *

ONE WOMAN.

Hbr eyes are not "cerulean blue,"

Her " silken tresses " do not " fall

In rippling waves of amber hue."

She has no " special gift " at all,

—

This gentle woman, sweet and good.

Who sprang not from a royal race.

Yet wears ber crown of womanhood
With more than queenly grace,

She does not seem lo " float on air.

Like thistledown, amidst the dance;"

Nor would her modest spirit care

To "hold men spell-bound with a glance

But she is gracious to the poor;

The sick and sorrowful aver

That when she enters at their door

The sunshine follows her.

She has not soared to learning's heights,

Or sounded wisdom's depths profound;

She only claims her woman's rights

When tasks for tender hands abound;

Yet though she shrinks from themes abstn

Nor studies " ethics " overmuch,

The common things in daily use

Grow fairer at her touch.

Enjoying most where most she loves,

She has no great desire to roam,

But by her pure example proves

How love may sanctify the home.
And thus she rules with kindly hand
The realm she understands the best.

While all her happy household band
Arise and call her blest.

— Cfta/;ii:',' j'ol

HEALTH AND AFFLICTION.

BY REBECCA ROVER.

Health is wealth above all gold and treasure;

it is one of the greatest blessings we are capable of

enjoying, and only when in affliction do we realize

the full value of it. Money cannot buy it, there-

fore those who have it should value it and be

thankful for it, but, after all, one who r<as never

known one day's illness has missed the finest lec-

ture in that great school of humanity.

Affliction takes us aside and sets us alone with

God. We are taken into his private chambers, and

there he converses with us, seemingly, face to face.

Our relish for the pleasure of this world is gone

and we are alone with God in prayer. Many are

the words of grace and truth which he speaks to us

then.

The thought comes to us, sometimes, Why is it

that we must endure so much pain, and why must

we remain in this world so long? That is not for

us lo know, so let us not think it unkind when af-

fliction is ours, It may be for our good. Experi-

ence is often bitter, but wholesome.

Sad accidents and a state of affliction are schools

of virtue. They cause us not only to feel, but to

think, and to think soberly. They cause us to wean
our affections from this life and set them on things

above. David said that before he was anTcted he

went astray, but afterwards "he kept the word and

learned his statutes." Psa. 119: 67-71. As some
herbs need to be crushed to give forth their sweet

odors, so some natures need to be tried by suffering

to evoke their superior goodness that is in them.

Although sorrow and grief come, we must not

murmur and let darkness destroy the talents which

God has given us to improve our own and others'

happiness, let us nobly use them and count all sor-

row naught, in comparison with that " home in

heaven " where all is well, and which is prepared

for all who obey God's Word.
While writing these lines I wonder how many,

that may read this, are enjoying good heslthl
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Many are longing for a day of good health, but it

seems as though that day never comes to some of

us. Then, again, I wonder how many are enjoy-

ing good health spiritually. I think, sometimes, if

we were as ready to accept a remedy for our spir-

itual health as we are for our bodily health, we
would be the happier in this world and in the

world to come. Let us always have a word of en-

couragement to the afflicted, either bodily or spir-

itually! Let us do as we read in James 5: 13, "Is

any afflicted let him pray; is any merry let him

sing psalms "

" If none were sick and none were sad

What service could we render,

I think if we were always glad

We scarcely conld be tender."

Printer Creek, Ohio.

HE OWED HIS LIFE TO A CHRISTIAN SONO.

Henry Drummond tells this beautiful story which

is now going the rounds of the religious press:

Two Americans who were crossing the Atlantic

ocean, met in the cabin on Sunday night to sing

hymns. As they sang the last hymn, " Jesus, Lover

of my Soul," one of them heard a rich and exceed-

ingly beautiful voice behind him. He looked

around, and although he did not know the face, he

thought that he knew the voice, so, when the music

ceased, he turned and asked the man if he had not

been in the Civil War. The man replied that he

had been a Confederate soldier.

"Were you at such a place on such a night?"

asked the first

"Yes," he replied, "and a curious thing hap-

pened that night, which this hymn has recalled to

my mind. I was posted on sentry duty near the

edge of a wood. It was a dark night and very

cold, and I was a little frightened because the ene-

my were supposed to be very near. About mid-

night, when everything was very still and I was feel-

ing homesick and miserable and weary, I thought

that I would comfort myself by praying, and sing-

ing a hymn. I remember singing this hymn,

—

All my help from thee I bring,

Cover ray defenseless head
With the shadow of thy wing.'

"After singing that, a strange peace came down
upon me, and through the long night I felt no more
fear."

" Now," said the other, "listen to my story. I

was a Union soldier and was in the woods that night

with a party of scouts I saw you standing, al-

though I did not see your face. My men had their

rifles focused upon you, waiting the word to fire, but

when you sang out,

—

"
' Cover my defenseless head

With the shadow of thy wing,'

I said, ' Boys, lower your rifles, we will go home."'
—Selected by Emma L, Bowser, Hope, FJa.

PLEASANT HOMES.

Too little attention is given to the making of

pleasant homes for the family. We admire what 2

lady writer has to say on the subject in the Word

a>d Workt, It may be the means of helping some

of our readers, and so we give it here, She says:

"A number of our readers entertain the wrong
idea when they write that, in order to make their

homes beautiful they must be rich. A beautiful

home shows the touch of a woman's hand and the

question is one. not so much of money as taste.

Passing from one farm-house to another, we often

find the taMe unattractive, sometimes revolting in

ap^eannce, when, with a little taste, it could have

I^en made inviting. ' But we can not afford ex-

1 «-'nsive table appointments,' cry a number. Cer-

Uinly not; people of limited incomes are not ex-

pected to have; but everything pertaining to the

table can be had at such a moderate cost, that it

seems that we can have no plausible excuse far

having our table unsightly. In a home where the

income is moderate, where the wife does all her
own work, the cheerful glow is refreshing by the
tasteful touch of a woman's hand here and there.

Everything is made to look pretty, not by money
expended, but by a little time, discretion, and a
great amount of taste. The tablecloth and nap-
kins are white, the dishes bright, the flowers fresh,

a dainty scarf hangs here and there, a few potted
plants, and everything that the eye rests upon is

pleasing and refreshing. All the family regard
their home as the best place on earth, and, indeed,
no curfew need ring for the children of that family.
Refinement, neatness, books, flowers, taste and a

•little learning' are possible in all homes It seems
a hopeless task to many women, but if they will do
their best to make their homes as dainty as is pos-
sible, the effect will soon be seen in themselves,
their children, their husbands and friends."

>•« CORRESPONDENCE *~--

The Children's Work.

', Oct, 3, we closed our Sunday school

at the Ridge with a special service, conducted prin-

cipally by the scholars. For several years we have
been holding children's meetings ifl name, but this

time we gave them the work to do, and it was cer

tainly gratifying to all, to see the interest they mani-
fested, and to hear their work recited.

Nearly every one had something to do, from the

child of four years, to the young men and women,
and all was well done. Scattered over a territory

of perhaps eight miles, it was not possible to meet
and practice, but the mothers and sisters at home
helped so much that all performed their parts

well. It was inspiring, also, to see the interest on
the part of the church, although it was something
new. The large and attentive audience told us

plainly the interest that all felt in the children and
their work.

The children were instructed to select for their

recitations and readings, only such pieces as were

befitting to the occasion, and also to come clothed

neatly and plainly, thus avoiding all show and dis-

play. These directions were carefully adhered to.

In having these meetings for the children we do

not want a dress parade and our churches decorat-

ed with pine and paper, as is the case in the fash-

ionable churches of the present day.

The work yesterday taught us that all our young
people want is an opportunity to work, and in-

structions how to do it. The smaller children com-

mitted Bible verses and recited them, which was

very much better than having them playing ball,

fishing along the creek, or riding bicycles for ex-

ercise. Those little children will ever remember

their first public work, and the truths of the Bible

will be good to retain.

How much better fitted for work we, who are

older, would be, had we had these advantages when

we were children! Coming before an audience to

read or to lead in a public prayer, would not, per-

haps, be such a cross, and the work could be so

much better done.

For several weeks the children were told that

they would have an opportunity to contribute for

the relief of the suffering in India, and at the

close of the service the collection amounted to

Sd,o8, which will be sent on its long journey. This

was not a large sum, but our school is quite small,

and if every school in the Brotherhood were to

raise even this amount, how much good could be

done!

We meet with discouragements all along the way,

but we should not give up. When we read of the

work in India, and the way our missionaries must

do to adapt themselves to the people, we should

take fresh courage and labor on, knowing our work

is not iq vain,

It has been decided to hold series of meetings
at all of our churchhouses during the fall and win-
ter, some of them conducted by our home minis-
ters. We are looking forward with much interest
to these services, feeling there is a work to be done
and that there will be sheaves gathered in. The
success of a meeting does not depend entirety on
the preacher. If the church is united in the work,
and love prevails, an influence must go out that will
be for good, and if the members work and pray,
sinners will be touched and good accomplished.
Time is short and we must work while we have an
opportunity. Wealthy A. Burkholder.
Newburg, Pa,

From Baltimore, Aid., and Washington, D. C.

During a recent visit among the members of the
above named places, we were deeply impressed with
the spiritual prosperity manifested. In Baltimore
we visited the Northwest Mission, the Locust
Point Mission, and the Woodberry members. We
attended services at each of these points, and are
persuaded that more than loaves and fishes are
sought for. Surely, there is "a hungering and
thirsting after righteousness! " The Lord ba*
blessed the efforts of the workers, and we trust he
will continue to do so.

It is very difficult for those of us, who have nev-
er visited a city mission, to get a correct idea of the
scanty room and limited means, with which these
brethren have to get along. At the Northwest
Mission their only room for public worship is a
hall twelve by nineteen feet. Into this small space
they crowd their little Sunday school, in number
equal to the average school in the country. To
rent a hall, even so small, is very expensive. Sure-
ly the brethren need a church herel Remember
that contributions should be sent to Bro. J. S. Geis-
er, 1607 Edmondson Ave., Baltimore, Mr». The
Sisters' Sewing Circle, to aid the poor children, is

also doing a noble work. Donations for this work
may be sent to the Secretary, Sister Dove L. Sau-
ble, 715 North Payson Street.

In Washington, D. C, we find surroundings dif-

ferent from any other mission point. In a general
sense, the class of people that reside in our nation's

capital bear a marked distinction from those of any
other city, consisting chiefly of the higher classes,

This being true, anything less than a well-equipped

mission force cannot be expected to accomplish
much. It is true of all city mission work, that

hall accommodations are not considered adequate.

Those who worship in halls only, are estimated

bv the people of a city, just as we estimate those

who worship only in grove* or portable tents.

There is no permanency. In order to secure the
attention of a reliable class, one must be perma-
nently located. This is doubly tiue of our Wash-
ington mission.

We are sure that a prompt effort upon the part

of every earnest Christian, in our beloved Fraterni-

ty, will supply means to build a church at Wash-
ington. Each State has representatives here who
know nothing of the plain Gospel teaching of the

Brethren church. A church should be built soon,

for the following reasons;

1. Because the class of inhabitants of this city

demands something substantial and permanent.

2. We have a lot there, already paid for.

3. The present amount of rent is §35 45 a month.

This, in a few years, will aggregate the cost of a

church.

The lot is well located, within four minutes' walk

from the Capitol. Send contributions for the

Washington church to the General Missionary

Committee, Mt Morris, 111. J G iMiLLER.

•, Va„ Sep*. 2$.

Peace is for those who look at " the things which

are not seen." We worry less as we climb higher,

not because we are getting above distracting noises

and terrifying storms, but because the eye of faith

is getting a broader sweep. We can see where the

long road comes out at la^t Lpon tbe mountain top.
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PENNSYLVANIA.

Montgomery Church.—Our council-meeting was

held Oct. 4. We decided to hold a series of meet-

ings, to be conducted by Bro. H. A. Stahl, com-

mencing Oct. 30. Sister Nancy Fyock has been

appointed to collect missionary funds. I have been

selected as agent for the Messenger.—/. C. Bril-

hart, O'd, Pa., Oct. II.

Marsh Creek.—Our love feast was held Oct. 9

and 10. Ministering brethren from adjoining con-

gregations labored faithfully for us. Kid. Kdmund

Book, of Perry County, officiated at the feast. Bro.

Silas Harp, of KUerlon, Md„ will conduct a series of

meetings for us, commencing about Dec. I. Since

our last report four more precious souls have been

received into the fold by baptism.—J. D. W. Dear-

dotJ), Gettysburg, Pa., Oct, 10.

Falling Spring.—We held our love feast Oct. 2

and 3, at Hade's. Bro. T. J. Kolb was with us and

did some excellent preaching. He also preached

at the Mt. Zion house on Sunday evening. Four of

the Back Creek ministers were with us and ably as-

sisted. Eld. Jacob Snide' gave us a good sermon on

Saturday.—W A. Anthouy, Franklin Co., Pa, Oct. 8.

Spring Grove.

/as a pleasant

-Our lov.

e. Wetr
feast at Spring Gn

1st that the sout-insj

by brethren John Utz, Israel Grabill

and Abraham Royer, and the good resolutions

made, will ever remain fresh in our minds. On the

day of the feast three young souls were baptized.

This makes seven baptized and one reclaimed since

we were organized last spring. Three days prior

to the feast Bro. John Utz commenced meetings

at the Blue Ball house. After the feast the meet-

ings were again resumed at Blue Ball, to continue

for some time.

—

Samuel Taylor, Oct. 12.

Union Church.—Yesterday with us was the time

we read of, when angels rejoice. Two parents came

with their youngest boy, saying that he desired to

be baptized and unite with the body of Christ. Aft-

er the usual questions, he was taken to Coxe's

Creek, where the rite was performed—TV. B. Christ

tier, tVilf'rd Station, Pa., Oct. 4.

Jacob's Creek Church.—Eld. Din. H. Walker

held a series of meetings at the Mt. Joy C. H , com-

mencing Sept. 26, and closing Oct. 3. Thirteen

souls were added to the church by baptism, six of

whom are heads of families. Some of the others

were Sunday school scholars. Three were also re-

claimed. In the midst of these meetings, Oct. 2,

was our love feast, which was a spiritual feast to

many souls. These meetings were well attended.

—

J. K. Richer, Kecksburg, Pa., Oct. 5.

Purchase Line.—Sept. 29 Bro. Jeremiah Thomas
began to preach for us here, and continued each

evening and Lord's Day until Oct. 10, when he left

for other fields of labor

sermon at a private house

sister. The preaching wa
ance and interest good,

meeting five persons wer

Oct. 10.

He eached

by request of an afflicted

; earnest, and the attend-

On the last day of the

baptized

—

Lizzie Fyock,

Miller

stalled into

F. G shorn,

-We have just closed a very

icetings, conducted by B'o.

us Oct. 8, in time for our

ine of the best we ever at-

i were strengthened spiritual-

hed four soul-cheering ser-

1 was baptized.— T. 0. Cloyd,

A ughwick Church,

interesting series of 1

C.C. Ellis, who came
love feast, which was
tended. The member
ly. Bro. Ellis prea

mons. One dear sol

Otbisonia,Pa., Oct. II,

Union Deposit.—Oct. 3 we held our children's

service, an occasion long to be remembered. The
day was lovely, concourse large, speaking pertinent

and incisive, yet tender and affecting. The song
service is one of the main features on such occa-

sions. We confine ourselves to Brethren's Hymnal
and Sunday School Song Book. You can, perhaps,

form an idea of the character and scope of the

service if I give you the .texts, selected: "Where

hast thou gleaned to-day?" Ruth 2: 79. "Jesus

increased in wisdom and stature and in favor with

God and man." Luke 2: 52. "Remember now thy

Creator," etc. Ecci. 12: I. "Christian child train-

ing." Eph. 6: 4. But, as always, the result was as

in Acts 14: 4.— C. H. Balsbaugh, Oct. 6.

INDIANA.

Buck Creek Church.—Our council occurred Sept.

25. All are in love and union. Our Communion

occurred Oct. 8 Many were present from other

churches. About 120 communed. There were four

elders present, among them Eld. L. W. Teeter.

He expects to begin a series of meetings in this

church Dec. 11. We hope to see the time when ev-

ery Brethren family will take the Messenger.—/.

B. Wike, Mccreland, Ittd., Oct. 11.

Fort Wayne.—We met in council Oct. 2, with

Eld. Daniel Snell and Bro. Jacob Ahner present.

The missionary contributions of both church and

Sunday school, for home and general missions were

very gratifying indeed. One was added to the

church by baptism— ,4. M. Eby, O t. 12.

Clay City.—Just before our Communion in the

Lick Creek congregaiion, Sept. 30, an election was

held, which resulted in choosing Harvey A. Som-

mers as minister, who, with Bi

Bro Adam Storm, as deacons

office the following day, Oct

Oct 10

Union Church.- On Sunday, Oct. 3, we met to

reorganize our Sunday school for the winter term,

selecting as our Superintendent Sister Dora Hen-

rick*. We also have arranged for a children's

meeting Oct. 3T,—the Sunday following our love

feast.

—

Laura Appclman. Plymouth, Ind., Oct. 8.

Williamsport.—The members of this church met

Oct. 3. We reorganized our Sunday school. Sister

Josie Powell was chosen as Superintendent. Oct. 10

we had our children's meeting, which was an in-

teresting one. One has been reclaimed since our

last report. We have four regular appointments

each month, and two and three appointments at

each place—D. M. B ubaker. Oct. 11.

Eel River.—The dedication of the new church,

just completed in the Eel River church, will occur

Oct. 24, at 10 A U.—C. C. Arnolt, Oct 0.

Four Mile Church.—The love fetist at the White

Water house was a pleasant one. Visiting ministers

were brethren H. L. Fadely, Jacob Bowman, John

A. Miller and Levi S. Dilling. Each lent a helping

hand in making the meeting one of the most enjoy-

able we ever attended. Bro. Fadely will remain

with us and conduct a series of meetings.— 5. W.

Payton, Connersville, Lnd., Oct. II.

ILLINOIS.

Spring Run.—We met in council Oct. 9. We de-

cided to hold a series of meetings Oct. 25, with Bro.

Nevinger in charge. We will hold our Communion
Oct. 30 and 31.—Sarah Dettick, Good Hope, IV., Oct.

Mt. Carroll.— Oct. 5 and 6 we held our love feast

at Arnold's Grove. We had a pleasant meeting.

Ministering brethren present were Jacob Delp, H.

Crouse, S. I. Newcomer and I. R. Young. Bro.

Delp officiated. On Sunday, Sept. z6. we received

an aged brother by baptism. After baptism he

said, " The Lord is very good in sparing my life,

that I may come into his service at such a late

hour."— W. H. Eisenbisc, Oct. 8.

Lanark.— Our love feast was held on Saturday,

Oct. 16. We had a glorious meeting. At the af-

ternoon services one young sister was baptized,

ently baptized. Bro. J. S.

is present and led the even-

preached to us on Satur-

day forenoon. Bro. Ohannes

of Smyrna, Asia Minor, was with us, and

remained and preached on Sunday evening. He also

talked to our Sunday school on Sunday morning.

Other ministers from our neighboring churches

were with us. Two hundred and twenty-five com-
muned. We had a glorious meeting. It did our

souls good to have our dear young brother, from

Asia, with us. It rekindled the spirit of missions in

the hearts of many. We gave the brethren and

friends a chance to make up a collection for Bro.

Yeremian, to assist him in completing his educa-

tion, and the response was liberal indeed.—/. B.

Trout. Oct. 18.

Naperville Church.—A precious season was re-

alized by our little church here during the love

feast, held two miles north of Naperville. About

forty-five members surrounded the Lord's table,

Bro. S. E. Yundt officiated. Brethren Jacob Delp

and S. C. Lehman were also with us. On Sunday

morning Bro. S. E. Yundt gave a very instructive

talk to the little folks. The church here has closed

the Sunday school, but has arranged a " Bible read-

ing," one hour previous to meeting. We have also

decided to hold a series of meetings in the near

future. Each evening a half hour is devoted to

song service. Thus we hope to get the young peo-

ple interested in our meetings. A number were

present from town, at our feast, among them one

Baptist minister. They seemed much interested.

—

Harvey M. Barkdoll, Oct. 11.

V1ROINIA.

Manassas.—We met in council Oct. 2. Eld. S.

F. Sanger and wife, of Calverton, Va., were present.

Bro. Sanger presided and also gave us excellent ad-

vice. Our love feast is appointed for Nov. 13, at 3

P. M. Preparatory council, one week previous.

Bro. Wm. M. Wine, of Winchester, Va., paid us

a visit over last Sunday. He preached two excel-

lent sermons for us on Sunday, one at Wellington

and one at Cannon Branch. He also addressed our

Sunday school.—/. E. Blough, Oct. 7.

Linville Creek Church.—Our elder, J. P. Zigler,

held a two weeks' series of meetings in the Baptist

meetinghouse, just across the line, in the Green

Mount congregation. Three were baptized from

our congregation. Our Communion was held Oct.

2. We had a large attendance, though few minis-

tering brethren. Bro. D. P. Wine officiated. ' On
second Sunday we decided to continue our Sunday

school, instead of closing, as we did heretofore.

Brethren Madison Kline and J. S. Myers were chos-

en as Superintendents.

—

Michael Zigler, Broadway,

Va., Oct. II,

Barren Ridge.—Oct. 5 our church met in council,

preparatory to love feast. Oct. 9 we held our feast,

at which many were in attendance. Bro. S. A.

Sanger officiated.—N. Walter Coffman, Augusta Co.,

Va., Oct. 12.

Garber's Church.—Our love feast, held Oct. 9,

was the largest and best meeting ever held at this

place, The ministerial help from other churches

was ample Good and lasting impressions were

made. Bro. H. C. Early officiated.—S. /, Bowman,

Harrisonburg, Va., Oct. II.

Alleghany.—Our love feast, Oct. 9 and 10, was

most pleasant and soul-cheering. About 100 mem-
bers communed. Our churchhouse was too small.

The ministerial force was ample. Many other

brethren, sisters and friends from adjoining congre-

gations were with us. Bro I. W. Abernathy officiat-

ed and also preached at 10: 30 on Sunday, to a

large congregation.

—

Raphael Baker, Bayard, W.

Va, Oct. 11.

Nokesville Church.—Bro. I. N. H. Beahm began

a series of meetings Oct. I. The meetings are well

attended, and will continue until the 16th, followed

by a love feast,— G. W. Beahm, Brentsville, Va.,

Oct. ;.

Flory, of California

ing services. He
day afternoo

OREQON.

Rogue River.—We met in council Oct. 2, with

Eld. David Brower presiding. At this meeting two

more were received by baptism. Eld. David Brow-

er expects to attend the Communion meetings in

Mohawk Valley and Powell's Valley.—Susan M.

Rhodes, Talent, Ore., Oct. $
Egan Church.—The members of this church met

in council Oct. 2, at 2 P. M. We decided to hold a

love feast Nov. 6, at 4 P. M. One was received by

letter.— G. W, Priser, Oct. 4.
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Ash'and. — Our series of meetings at Maple
Grove, Ohio, conducted by Bro. Quincy Leckrone,

which began on the evening of Sept. 18, was con-

ducted by the home ministry till the evening of

Sept. 21, as Bro. Leckrone could not come any
sooner. We closed Oct. 3 with a full house and
two Sunday meetings. Our love feast was held

Oct. 2. Bro. Leckrone officiated; about one hun-

dred and forty members communed. Our feast was
orderly and pleasant; in every respect "a feast of

good things."— David Snyder, Oct. 7.

Chippewa Church.—Sept. 19 we held our chil-

dren's meeting at Beech Grove. Afterwards, Bro.

England, from the Ashland church, gave us a

stirring talk on missions, after which a collection

was taken up for the India sufferers. The amount
raised was twenty-eight dollars. Aside from this,

the pennies, accruing from the infant class during

the summer, amoun'ing to two dollars, also go to

the sufferers in India. Bro. England preached for

us on Saturday and Sunday evenings. His labors

were much appreciated. Sept. 26. at 10 A. M., we
had our children's meeting at East Chippewa. A
collection was also taken at this meeting for the

sufferers in India, which amounled to about $6.

Bro Quincy Leckrone will begin a series of ser-

mons at Geyer's Chapel, Saturday evening, Oct.

16.—Flora I. Hoff, Madhonbutg, Oho, Oct. p.

Middle District.—We held our council Oct. 9.

We collected some money for missionary purposes.

Bro. D. P. Sollenberger was advanced to the second

degree of the ministry.

—

A. /. Hendrickson, Fidelity,

Miami Co., Ohio, Oct, rj,

Palestine Church.—We met in council to-day.

The church decided to hold two series of meetings

this winter,—the first at the West Branch house

about the middle of December, by Bro. Henry
Frantz; the second at the Beach Grove house, Feb
1, by Bro. David Filbrum. One was received into

the church by baptism Oct. 3. Our Sunday school

closed Oct. 3. The surplus in the treasury, S5, was
donated to the Chicago mission.

—

Daniel Bausman,
Baker, Ohio, Oct. 12.

KANSAS.

Ozawkie.—Bro. J. S. Mohler came to us Sept. 28,

and preached each evening until the evening of

Oct. 9 when we met for love feast services. Bro.

I. H. Crist was with us and assisted in making the

1 enjoyable one.

—

H. L. Brammell, Oct. 10.

-I id meetings here Sept

5. The Lord blessed the seed sown. Seven pre-

ious souls have already made the good choice and

he meetings still continue.

—

C. H. Brown, Oct. 8,

Antioch Church.— Eld. Wm. B. Sell came to this

church Sept. 30, and preached eight soul-reviving

sermons. He held one council and one love feast,

baptized three and reclaimed one. We were much
encouraged and strengthened.

—

W. S. Wheeler, Grid-

ley. Kans., Of/ 8.

Ft. Scott. — This congregation enjoyed a very

pleasant Communion meeting Oct. 9. After the

usual preliminary services, seventy-five members
surrounded the Lord's table, to partake of the sa-

cred emblems of his broken body and shed blood.

Bro. George Wise, of Olathe, officiated. On Sun-
day, Oct. 10 we had song services and social meet-

ing. At 10: 30 Bro. J. A. Numer was installed as

minister. At 11 o'clock Bro. Wise preached from
Isa. 40: 16-18.—G. M. Stockmyer, Oct 11.

Belleville Church.—On the evening of Sept. 3,

Bro. Enoch Eby came to us and preached two ev-

enings. He is traveling in the interest of the "Old
Folks' Home" of that place, and for which this

church responded quite liberally. Oct. 2 we held

our love feast. Many from neighboring churches

were present. Brethren Enoch Eby, J. F. Hantz,

C. E. Arnold, Martin Gauby, Hiram Fadely, Ely
Renner, Albion Daggett and Jarboe were the

visiting ministers. Bro. Eby officiated. Bro, David

Holsinger was advanced to the second degree of

the ministry, One brother was restored, Sunday

morning we had an enjoyable children's meeting,

On Monday we had an interesting Sunday school
meeting.

—

Louisa J. Williams, Oct. 7.

IOWA.

South English.—We had an enjoyable feast Oct.

6. About 250 numbers communed. Our Minister-

ial and District Meetings, Oct. 7 and 8, were both
very interesting. A report of the Ministerial Meet-
ing will be given. Short missionary talks were giv-

en by brethren and sisters on the evening of the

7th. The sum of £30.62 was collected for District

mission work. Oct. 9 we met in special council,

when Bro. C. M. Brower was advanced to the full

ministry, and Bro. H. C N. Coffman to the second
degree, by unanimous consent. These services were
very solemn and impressive.—5 F, Prowtr, Oct. 11

Indian Creek Church.—Our love feast, Oct. 9 and
io, was a pleasant one. Ministering brethren were
Amos Leedy, J. Q Goughnour and our elder, R. F.

McCune, who officiated. After Sunday school, Bro.

S. B. Miller talked to the children. Since last re-

port one has been added to the church. The Sun-

day school has adopted the Brethren's "Sunday
School Song Book."

—

A. W, Flora, Mativell, Lwa,
Oct. 11.

Elkhart.—Our Sunday school seems full of life,

We usually close our school with the third quarter,

but have decided to continue the coming quarter,

with Sister E ! la Sage as Superintendant. Our pen-

ny collection goes to the World-wide Missions —
Szra Govghnour, Oct o.

Fairview.—Sept. 23 we met in council, prepara-

tory to our love feast, which was held Oct. 1.

About seventy five members surrounded the Lord's

table, while Bro. Jacob Keller officiated to the edi-

fication of all present. Bro. Willis Rodabaugh ably

assisted in preaching the Word. Our large church

house was well filled with attentive listeners.

—

H.

A. Whisler, Udell, Iowa, Oct. 6.

ALABAMA.

Fruitdale. — The church at this place met in

council Sept. 25. A most pleasant and harmonious

meeting was enjoyed. It was decided to change

the time of our love feast to Dec. 10, as we learned

that some of our dear brethren from the Norih

would be deterred from coming to us through fear

of the yellow fever. We are g'ad to inform any

who may have felt anxious for the safety of their

friends at Fruitdale, that they need have no fears

whatever. The death rate in Mobile is said to be

lower this year than it has been when there was no

yellow fever. Moreover, the disease is said to nev-

er spread in the healthy pine region in which

we are located. Many instances are cited where

persons contracted the disease in seme of the coait

or river cities, and came up into the pine country to

their friends, to be nursed through the sickness, not

one member of the family taking the fever from

them. We feel that the Lord continues to bless

our work, Last Sunday we had five preaching ap-

pointments and one Sunday school and the work

continues to grow. May the Lord continue wi'h

us\—James M. Neff Oct. 12.

MISSOURI.

Bethel Church.-Bro. Albert C. Wieand, of Mc-

pherson, Kans., commenced preaching for us Aug.

15, and continued till Oct. 1. The Lord wrought

mighty works among us. There were seventeen

baptized, one reclaimed, and one applicant.

—

Fran-

ces Hild'bvani, Mound City, Mo., Oct. 4.

Wakenda Church.—Bro. J. M. Mohler began a

series of meetings here Sept. 17, and continued un-

til Oct, 1. One was baptized. He also held sever-

al Children's Meetings that were much enjoyed by

the little folks. He goes from here to Kidder, Mo.

—Emma Vat Trump, Hardin, Mo., Oct. 7.

Walnut Creek Church.—Our home minister, Bro.

Israel Cripe, commenced preaching for us Sept. 25,

and continued each night until Oct. 10. Eight pre-

cious souls made the good confession. All except-

ing one were young in years, Oct, 2 the church

met in council, preparatory to our love feast, which

occurred Oct. 8. We decided to have a Bible meet-
ing directly after Sunday school, each second and
fourth Sunday. We elected brethren Amos
Wampler and Ezra Brenizer as Superintendents.—
Maud Holloway, Knobnoster, Mo., Oct. 12.

Kidder.—Our council meeting was held Oct. 6.

Our elder, J. E Ellenberger, was with us. Our love
feast was held Oct. 9. We had a very enjoyable
feast. About seventy members surrounded the
Lord's table in the evening. There were three visit-

ing ministers present,—brethren John Mason,
Buck and J. M. Mohler. We are in the midst of an
interesting series of meetings, being conducted by
Bro. J. M. Mohler. We have a very interesting

Sunday school.—A la Shank, t 12,

ARIZONA.

Glendale.—We met in council to-day. Bro. S.

O Furry was elected Sunday school Superintendent
for the coming six months. We need active help
in the ministry, Our elder, Bro. Peter Forney, is

too old to do the active work he once did. Why
could not some of the brethren, who contemplate
spending the winter in a milder climate, stop with
us? We have as mild a climate as Southern Cali-

fornia. Any one contemplating stopping with us
will please address, H. E, Gerdes, Glendale, Ariz.,

or the writer, at Phoenix, Ariz., enclosing stamp.—
H. D. Blocker, Oct. 2.

MARYLAND.

Meadow Branch.—The church here was made to

rejoice when, within the past few weeks, five pre-

cious souls united with the church by Christian

baptism,— W.E. Raop, Westminster, Md., Oct. 5.

Brownsville Church.—A most excellent love feast

was held in this church Oct. 9, marred only by
the absence of some, who are under the hand of
affliction. Elders D. F. Stouffer, W. S. Reichard,

J.

A. Bricker and D. Victor Long were the minister-

ing brethren present. Eld. W. S. Reichard officiat-

ed, Over 200 members communed. The hou-;e

was full and quite a number could not be accommo-
dated with seats. Bro. O. S. Highbarger was ad-
vanced to the second degree and installed by Eld,

D. F. Stouffer.—Geo. W. Kattzel, Gapland, Md., Oct.

TEXAS.

Nocona.— Bro. Glick came to the Nocona church
again Sept. 20, and staid till the 25th, when he left

for North Eaid, Okla. T, He baptized one, Sept 25,

that lives in Hall County. Bro. J. M. Elliott

preached five sermons for us recently and left here

Monday for Cook County, where he had an appoint-

ment for a series of meetings the same evening. He
is thinking of locating there. Our qaarterly coun-
cil was held Oct. 2. One was received by letter.

Bro Molsbee goes to Manvel, Tex., this week, to

do some church work. Later.—A husband and
wife were baptized yesterday, Oct. 7.

—

A. J. Wine.

WISCONSIN.

Barron Church.—Brethren Price and Yundt came
to us Sept. 14 and delivered three soul-cheering ser-

mons. On Friday they attended the Imn Creek
church love feast. They returned to us on the

22nd. On Thursday we held a church council. The
biethren continued with us over Sunday, preaching,

in all, nine sermons to very attentive congregations

and baptizing one dear soul. On Monday, Sept.

27, they left for other fields of labor. Tuesday,
Sept. 28, Bro. C. P. Roland came to us and contin-

ued our meetings. Oct. 1 we held our love feast,

Bro. C, .P. Rowland officiating. Several members
were with us from the Irvin Creek church. Bro,

Rowland preached, while here, eleven sermons to a

well-filled house. Four precious souls were made
willing to forsake sin.—Ed. and Nellie Wycoff, Oct. p.

WEST VIRGINIA.

Mathias.—Our series of meetings, conducted by

Eld. Samuel Driver, closed 00 the evening of S pt.

29, and we held our Communion on the 30th. We
held a very enjoyable series of meetings. We had
also a very good communion. Since the beginning

of the meetings we had ten additions by baptism,

and one reclaimed,

—

C. Fi/twater, Oct. 7.
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From the Oarrett Church, Pennsylvania

B^O- Lbvi Holsingbr, of Waterside, Be<

ford Co., Pa., came to us Sept. 25, and contii

ujd dealing out the Bread of Life until Oct.

ood nfessioii

i Chri All ifessed faith in the Lord J<

young people except one, in m ddle life,

were reclaimed. The joy of the church

unbounded. We announced that we would

give them something to do by organizing a

young people's prayer-meeting, and that all

were expected to exercise in the services.

The first subject is ' Grace."

Bro. Albert Hollinger, of Washington, was

with us, and we took up a collection for that

important work, although we yet owe consider-

able on our new meetinghouse here. Our

house has already proved to be a Bethel to

many a soul, and, by and by, the Lord willing,

we will put our shoulders to the wheel, re-

move the debt, and worship in a free church.

Our services closed with a love feast and

Communion, Bro. Holsinger officiated, and

he was ably assisted by brethren Albert Hol-

linger, O. E. Thompson, and N. B. Christner.

R. T. Pollard.
Oct, 1

Wayside Notes.

From Klngsley, Iowa.

Last Sunday was a busy day at the

church. We met at the church at 9: 70 j

Bro. Nicodemus instructed our applican

garding the order of the church, after whii

had a short preaching service, which wa
close of our three weeks' meetings. We then

tiles i the v

dorff bur edninede ar souls in Christ an bap-

tisro. Or e applica t is to be baptized next

Thursday andade r sister was restored to fel-

owship. Thus our meetings have res lted in

eleven a to the church, fo which
2nd be p aised.

After d nner, we ( rove about thirty rniles to

Cherokee where we 00k the 8: 45 train for the

District Meeting t Waterloo. We spent

Monday a nd Tuesday pleasantly and profita-

mh the brethren and sisters in District

and Ministerial Meetings. On Wednesday we
me to Greene, where we began meetings the

me evening. P. B. Fitzwater,
Greene, Iowa, Oct. 6,

From the Okaw Church, Illinois.

Sept. 8, five of us left for the Parson:

love feast, a sixty-mile drive. We reaches

Bro. Wampler the first night. A number 0:

brethren ond sisters bad gathered in, to spenc

the evening in singing and prayer before sep

araling.

Next day, at noon, we arrived at McCune
the home of our elder, J. H. Neher, On Fri-

day we reached the home of Bro. Cornelius

two miles from Parsons. The day following,

the members gathered for the feast, which was

held under a large tent, where Bro. Sell, as-

sisted by Bro. C. S. Garber, were in the midst

of a glorious series of meetings. In the after-

noon a brother was received by baptism. A
prominent lady, who had been attending the

meeting, was present, and, after seeing trine

immersion, she stepped to the water's edge,

and, holding out her band, she said to the

minister, " 1 want yon to baptize me too," for

she realized the insulticiencv of her former bap-

tism, Her actions and looks showed that she

had obeyed from the heart.

In the evening, as the brethren and sisters

were gathering around the Lord's table, the

citizens filled the tent, eager to see Christ's

teachings obeyed. We could see many in the

congregation much impressed. One lady said,

" I was never in such a heavenly place before

It is a picture of the Bible."

Sunday, at 10 o'clock, the Sunday school

met for children's day. Three short speeches

were made to the school. Bro. Garber being

the last one to speak, gave an invitation, and,

to the joy of all, seven Sunday school scholars

came out to be workers for the Lord. At the

evening services five young men came for

ward, The whole meeting was one of rejoic-

ing, and long to be remembered by those who
had the good fortune to be there. The Par

sons church has the prospect of a large and
prosperous work. Many of their members live

in the country, on well-improved farms, with

beautiful homes, This is a strong stay of city

work, M. E. Tisdalb.
Ft. Scott, /Cans.

From Eglon, W. Va.

Brubaker (one c

closed Oct. 4. These
:

tended. The house, at wded
>fullc :ity. On

1 the fold, were
d. Brubaker i

Sept.
: : had no preaching at our church

es, on account of a love feast at the Fairview
church, Maryland, and one at the Sugar
Lands, West Virginia. At both places many
of our brethren and sisters were present.

Sept. ig we met at Maple Spring for Sunday
school and preaching, by brethren Samuel K.

Oct.:

1 hike.

assembled for Com
:rflow

r love feast. At t

; and listened to i

visiting brethren

iptized. When wt

largi

inlet

ant meeting. Thcr- were fifteen preache:

On the following morning, a sister, from
Maryland, was anointed, after which we met
for children's meeting. This was followed by
a sermon by Bro. W. T. Sines. A discourse,

by Bro, T. S. Fike. in the evening, closed
another good meeting, long to be remem-
bered. Rachel Wbiurr Judy.

that had wandered
to full fellowship,

good work for the Master. Our Sunday
school is in good working order, with an aver-

age attendance of about one hundred.

Sept. 26, £46 was raised by the Sunday
school for missioD work. Our District, Minis

terial, and Sunday School Meetings were great

ly enjoyed by all. E, F. Wolfs.

om the East, thirty from the North.

ng was held in a township hall

we have to hold our meetings, old-

n a barn. This .vould not be so bad
good Pennsylvania barn, but the

rs are of inferior quality.

then, again, our meeting was a

Wise, J. N. Perry, and Samuel I

forth the Word in such a way as to

resolve to lead more consecrated 1

if we carry out the resolutions, it

grand success.

Our services on Sunday were as

; be-

rill be .

i Sunday were as follows: 9:

30, song service; at io, brethren Wise and Per-

ry, and sisters Hollinger and Finifrock, ad-

dressed the children. They supplied some of

the children with nickles and dimes, to invest

in something, and raise funds for foreign mis-

sions. At 11 o'clock we had public preaching.

J, J. Bowser.
Cleveland, Kans,, Oct. 5.

From the Appanoose Church, Kansas.

Bro.

the church,

Oct,

,

From Arkadelphia, Ark.

where we have a regi

preaching. We preacbi

an'l Sunday, at 11 o'clocl

day, Oct. 3, we went to tl

the husband of one of

good work is still going c

I would again say 1

r love feast, Dec.

tha

3hav< i help the 1

as our field of labor is too large foi

trust the Brethren of Southern Missouri and
Northern Arkansas will attend to this call and
help us. Br>thren, you that feel like coming
it the time of our Communion, please write me
it once. j. W. Gep./art.
Oct. 4.

From the Beaver Creek Church, Indiana.

25 Bro. Jerry Hahn receive!

from a sister, requesting some one t<

husband. Eis>ht of us brethren ai

it. We found him sick. He had
of the house for several days, and
ud he ouldi

ithe

ake the attempt. Bro. Hahn took

to ride eight miles to onr
.Ve met at 2 P. M„ on that

t which time the church held a choice
aeons, and chose brethren William Free-
nd Wm. E. White. Brethren Leckmne,

S.S.Ulery, David Dilling, and A. R. Bridge
with us. Bro. Leckrone officiated, while
Dilling spoke on the Scripture regarding

the ordinances. Our house was only about
half 'arge enough to hold the crowd.

Franc's M. White.
Lakeside, Ind., Oct. 8,

From the Kingman Church, Kineas.

Our lo held Oct

shade
and 3. It

cants than we had for five years. Sixty-

members communed. That may seem
to some of the Eastern congregations,

) us, without a meetinghouse, it was large

jh to make us feel that we were not for-

saken, as about one-half of the number were
from adjoining congregations, some, forty

miles from the West, thirty from the South,

They were received by baptism.

It being the appointed day for our Commun-
on, one hundred and eighty-one members as-

embled for the solemn services. Ministers

rr>m other points were brelhren I. H. Crist,

^eo. Eller, Wm, Weybright, Jesse Studebaker,

Lafayette Watkins, and others. The brethren

urely did their duty in expounding the Word.
The church having decided to call for help in

the ministry and the deaconship, the lot fell on
Bro. Charles Shoemaker foi speaker, and
brethren John Fishbnrn and Samuel Heck-
man, to the deacon's office. They were duly

installed. We hope they may prove faithful

workers in their calling. The meeting will

i yet, a

Oct. 23, i8g;,

SANGER.—In the Chestnut Grove congrega.
tioD, Fayette Co., W. Va., Sept. 15, 1807, at the
home of her son, J. F. Sanger, Sister Anna
Sanger, nee Miller, aged 84 years, 5 months and
15 days. Deceased was born in Rockingham
County, Va., April 1, 1813. In early life she
united with the Brethren cbnrch, and for many
years remained faithful, always leading a qui-
et, peaceful life, full of good deeds, which was
shown by her chaste walk and conversation,

She was united in marriage to Jacob Sanger, to

whom were bom twelve children, six of whoin
are living, the eldest being the wife of Eld.

J. s,

Flory. She was anointed, and, within twenty-

four hours after, she peacefully crossed the

Jordan of Death. Her remains were solemnly
laid away in the family buryirg-ground. Serv-
ices conducted by Eld. S. W. Riner, from Rev,

14- Minnie Sangrr,

EARLY.—In the Woodland church, Mich,
Aug. 14, 1897, Bro. Isaac Early, aged 49 >ears,

6 months and 15 days, Bro. Early was born in

Allen County, Ohio, where, May 22, 1870, he

was married to Mary F. Miller, Some years

after ihey emigrated to Michigan, Bro. Early
united with the Brethren ehurch at the age of

-MATRIMONIAL-

GLOSS—BAKENER.—At the residence of

the undersigned, Mt. Morris, 111., Oct. 7,

William L. Gloss and Emma Bakener.

FALLEN * ASLEEP .

.

n* church, Aug.

FAUSNIGHT.-In the East Nimisbi .let

church, Ohio, July 26, 1897, ot cholera iofan

um, Etia May Fausnight, aged I year, 11

nontbs and 16 days Funeral services by eld

trs N. Longanecker and G. Carper, from Lukt
8: 16. D. F. Ebib,

SWARTZ— In the

897, of cholera infantu

!

months and n days. Funeral services by
Ed. N. Longanecker and O. F. Kinsley, from
Mark 24: 44. D. F. Ebie.

HUFF,—In the same church, Aug. 24, 1897,

of cholera infantum, Ruth Huff, aged 1 year,

16 days. Funeral services by Eld. N.

Longanecker and C. F. Kinsley, from 2 King;

: 26. D. F. Ebib.

HARDEN.—At Markle, Ind., Oct. 3, 1897

Leah Harden, daughter of David and Lydia
Fahl, aged 32 years, n months and 11 days

vas united in marriage to John B. Harden
2, 1882. Two children blessed their

!, She united with the German Baptis
Brethren church at sixteen, and lived a con

it and faithful member up to the time ol

her death. She leaves a husband and tw<

children, a father and stepmother. Funera
:es at the White church, four miles we«i

of Markle, by the writer, from 1 Cor. 15: 55-57

J. V. Frlthouse.

NEHER.—In the Middle Fork church, Clin

n Co., Ind., Sept. 27, 1897, of cancer of the

stomach, Bro. Stephen Neher, aged 35 years,

iths and 1 day. He leaves a wife and five

children, a mother, and several brothers, Fu
neral services by Eld, Isaac Billheimer, from 3

Cor. J; 1, John E, Mhtzger

by the home mtnistiy. John M. Sm

GREENHOE.—In the Little St. Joe church,

Ind., Sept. 5, 1897, Maudie, daughter of D. and
Katie Greenhoe, aged 3 years, 6 months and 2$

days. Funeral services by the writer, from

Mark 10: 14. J. W. Bilkin.

SIMPSON,—In the Good Hope church, Col.

orado, July 20, 1897, of Bright's disease, Bro.

iimpson, aged 61 years, 4 months and 18 days,

Jro. Simpson united with the church when 39

ears of age, and lived a faithful member until

is death. Funeral by the undersigned, assist-

d by Eld. Levi Whisler and John Slinglaf.

J. Zbrn.

BOOKER.— In the Ludlow church, Darke
Co., Ohio, Sept. 27, 1897, Bro. Jacob Booker,

aged 63 years, 9 months and 10 days. De-

.sed lost his wife several years ago, since

which time he has been living with his chil-

Iren, but often expressed himself as being

eady to cross the river of death. He leaves

line children. The funeral was preached by

Eld. Jesse Stutsman (who, at one time, was Bro.

Booker's teacher in the public school) and Eld.

Tobias Kreider, frcm Psa. 92; 12-14, and 2

Tim 1: 12, Interment in the Mote cemetery.

Levi Minnich,

MILLER.—Near Cowen Station, Rocking-

ham Co., Va., Aug. 20, 1897, Sis'er Hannah
Miller, aged 72 years, I month and 25 days,

Funeral at Linville Oeek, by the Brethren.

KESNER.—In Pendleton County, W. Va„
March 25, 1897, Sister Ruhannah Kesner, aged
61 years, 8 months and 3 days,

KESNER.—At the same place, Aug. 27,

1897, Bro. Samuel Kesner, aged 58 years, 7

months and 9 days. Both funerals were held

at the Kesner home the same day.

JUDY.—At South Mill Creek, Pendleton

Co., W. Va„ May 31, 1897, Bro. Isaac Judy,

aged 76 years, 3 months and 20 days, Funeral

services at his old home. D. Havs.

BOCK.—In the Green Spring church, Sene-

ca Co., Ohio, Oct. 1, 189;, Sister Lizzie, wife

jf Bro. Darnel Bock, aged 50 years, 9 months

and 3 days. Funeral occasion improved from

Rev. 22: 12-16, by Eld. S. M. Loose, assisted

by the writer. J. B. LlCBlY,

ARNOLD.—In the Union City church, Ind.,

Sept. 28, 1897, Abraham Arnold, aged 79 years,

2 months and 13 days. Deceased was born in

Montgomery County, Ohio, July 15, 1S18. He
was united in marriage with Mary Flory, Oct.

14, 1839. To this union were born thtee chil-

dren,—two sons and one daughter. The two

(ins have long since preceded him to the spirit

and. Deceased united with the Brethren

:hurch in the Wolf Creek congregation, Mont-

gomery Co., Ohio, June 2, 1842, and continued

l faithful member until called to his long

lome. He leaves an aged wife, one daughter

ind one brother, to mourn their loss. Fu-
leral services conducted by brethren W. K.

Simmons and S. W. Blocher, from Rev.

4:i3 Esta Sim

HIMES.— In the Raven Run church, Pa.,

pt. 14, 1897, Susan Elizabeth, infant daugh-

r of friend Samuel and Sister Ella Himes,
aged 5 months and 14 days. Services by D, S,

Clapper and S, I, Brumbaugh,
Geo, H, Dilling,
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held m the Prairie View church, Morgan
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CHURCH DIRECTORY.

Los Anaeles, Cat.— No. 236 South Han-

Chicago, IlL—183 Thirteenth Place. Serv-

Balttmore City Mission.—1108 Towson
St.. Locust Foiot. Services each night. Free Reading

Northwest Baltimore Mission.—Corner

Cedar Rapids, Iowa*—Cot. 4th Ave. and

Harrisburf/, Pa,—Meetings in Hall, Cor.

St. Joteph, Mo.— Meeting every Sunday

Ft, Wayne, IntU—Zelt's Hall, Cor. Gay
St. and Ctalen Ave, Services, 10:30 A, M., 7:30 P.M.
Prayer mestlng, Thursday, 7: 30 P. M,

> ADVERTISEMENTS •

The Church Manual.

M-.:<\, ll[i,vli. li;«l\

Conthnts: Declaration of Faith; The Sab
bath; Loyalty to the Civil Government; Non-
resistance; Anointing the Sick; On Taking the
Oath; Temperance; Conformity to the World;
Church Government; The Church Visit ; Church
Officers; How to Conduct Church Meetings;
Rules for Members in Case of Offenses; Sun-
day Srhools; The Prayer Meeting; The Mar-
riage Relation; Burial Service; Family Wor-
ship; Parliamentary Rulings,

PR1CB.—Single copy, post-paid, 15 cents;

per dozen, $1.50. Address this office.

Classified Minutes of Annual Meeting.

Not all the members of our church have
that perfect knowledge of our principles, that

is so desirable. Others there are who are well

acquainted with the church as it exists, but
who would like to know something of her past
history, as regards her gradual growth and de-

velopment. In fact, all who are interested in

the welfare of the church, that is so dear to all

of us, should have access to a complete com-
pilation, such as is found in the "Classified

Minutes of Annual Meeting," with the appen-
dix, containing the Minutes np to the year

1892. We sell this work at only $1.50 for cloth

binding. Be sure to send for a copy while the

supply is still on hand. Those who have the

old edition of the "Classified Minutes," can
have the "Appendix" in separate binding for

only 25 cents. Address this office.

Europe and Bible Lands.

Not all can go to foreign lands and see f<

themselves the many interesting sights pn
sented to the observant traveler. Many hav
neither time nor means to spend in that direi

lion, and yet they would like to know somt
thing about the world at large. To such w
recommend " Europe and Bible Lands.
With those who are interested in Bible study

this work will always remain a fav

Those who have read the ordinary book of

travel will be surprised to find "Europe and
Bible Lands" of thrilling interest for both old

and young. Those who have not yet secured a

copy of the work should embrace this opportu

nity of securing it. Price, in fine cloth binding,

only $1.25 per copy, post-paid. To agents who
prepared to push an active canvass of the

work, we are willing to give special induce'

ments. For particulars address;

Bkbtbrbn Publishing Housb,
Mt.Morrli.IIl,

Cap Goods.

J. J. ELLIS & CO.,

General Commission Merchants

Plattsburg College.

LEARN TO WRITE f'T.

The Lord Our Righteousness.

Ei.d. S. N. McCann's new book, "The Lord
Our Righteousness," discusses a great ques^

tion in an able manner. It is one ot the book:
destined to make a sensation among Bible
readers, and not one readerof the Mftsssi

shiuld be without it. Bro. McCann has had
the kindness to dedicate this excellent book
the Home Mission Fund of the Brethren

Ba'timore, Md. The object of this fund is

raise money to build a much-needed house of

worship in that city. The profits from thi

of this book go to this fund, so that every book
sold will add to the fund, The work coc

128 pages, is neatly bound in good cloth, and
will prove one of the most interesting books
yet put out by the Brethren. Price, 50 cents,

Will be sent post-paid to any part of the Unit-

ed States. Terms to Agents, 40 cents each,

prepaid, in lots of three or more. Address all

Do You Sing?
If so, have you examined the Brethren :

day School Song Book? It is a well-arranged

arefully-selected collection of songs suita-

ble for the Sunday School, Prayer Meeting or

Social Gathering,

Thousands of them have been sold, and to

troduce the book this offer is made to Sun-

day School Superintendents and Choristers.

Order a copy, either round or shaped notes,

accompanied with 35 cents, the retail price,

and we will send the book and a coupon good
for as cents 00 the first dozen hooka or-

dered at the regular price, 63.60 per doien pre*

paid. Address:

BSIXBBIH POBLISBINe H0D61,

Ml. Horrii, III,

The Doctrine of the Brethren Defended .

We are admonished by the apostle to give a
eason to every man of the hope that is in us.

Often we are interrogated upon points of

church doctrine on which we cannot give the

iesired information, and would be glad to

Know just where to get it. "The Doctrine of

the Brethren Defended" contains a complete
exposition of the Faith and Practice of the

Brethren, the Divinity of the Holy Spirit, Im-
mersion, Feet-washing, the Lord's Supper, the

Holy Kiss, Non-conformity, Secret Societies,

etc. Price, per copy, cloth binding, £1,25; to

ministers, $1.00. Address this office for fur-

ther particulars concerning terms to agents.

The Holy Ghost and the Holy Angels.

This excellent work, by Eld. Daniel Vani-

man, treats the natuie, office and work of the

Holy Ghost in a manner that will prove most
interesting and instructive reading. No one
can read this part of the little book without

being greatly benefited,

The chapter on angels is exceedingly inter-

esting, and will give most of our readers more
mation concerning the celestial messen-

gers than they are likely to gather from

y other source within their reach. There is

t a member in the church who ought not to

read this little book, and especially ought the

preachers to read it, and recommend it to th

Price, 25 cents, or I2.40 a dozen, postage

press paid by us. When ordering by the

dozen, give your express office, as well as your

post-office, The cash should accompany all

orders. Address this office.

"Small Talk about Business."

A banker's business hints for men and
women. By A. E. Rice. Revised and en-

Business is money-making. The most mon-
ey is made by those who do not make mistakes.

Every mistake you make is a lots, to you or
to some one else, so the less mistakes you
make, the sooner you will be rich.

How not to make mistakes? It is explained
in the book.

What to do, to be right, in the thousand and
one little emergencies that arise lb business?
You learfa it by the book.

The book is: "Small Talk about Business."

It is simple and comprehensive. It tells just

exactly what you want to know,
It is a book for those who have money io

It is a book for money-makers.
It it a money-maker.
Elegant cloth binding gilt stamped; 118

pages, By mail, price, s° cents. Address this

office.
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LOVE FEASTS.

HOMESEEKERS'

EXCURSIONS
Bed River Valley, Devils Lake, and

Turtle Mountain Regions

in Horth Dakota,

Oct. 19, Nov. 2 and 16, and
Dec. 7 and 21.

Great Northern Railway

Id Northern Minnesota and North Dakota, in-

cluding Mayville, Crary, Devils Lake,

Grand Harbor, Churchs Ferry,

Leeds, Cando, Bisbec, Rol-

la, and intermediate

One Fare for the

ltonnd Trip

plus*2.co; tickets good for 21 days from date

of sale, and good for return any time within

limit. This will enable parties to visit the

original Brethren settlements in North Dakota

just as harvest begins.

Those who wish to go on any of these excur-

sion dates can get further particulars by ad-

dressing

llil BASH,

FARMS FOR SALE!

JUNIATA BIBLE LECTURES.

WATCH AND CHAIN FOR ONE DAY'S WORK,

w - ^|'^ii^^''r'iH'-
,

iVii!ti,.

n
r!

lr
;'

1

' L

X]! :;i:;!

BLuiNEto^i;,:. V;.:mJ, 1 ,mi;>u,„u.,;,
,

1 m-;,::.

One Fare, plus $2, for the

Round Trip

!

Visit Central North Dakota

Inspect the Harvest!

Secure a Home!

...HOMESEEKERS'...

EXCURSIONS

Oct. 19, Nov. 2 and 16, and
Dec. 7 and 21.

Northern Pacific Railway

O. W. MOTT,
General Emigration Agent, N. p. B'y Co

ST. PAUL, MINN,
WM. H. PHIPPS,

SALVIA
lui lif.tn.uif «r<- crjjniiintiLly w nthi« uu*

niimtnls art> gun run teed genuine

; < ONSIjMPTION.-

25 Cts per Package; 5 for $1

Agents Wanted S3€£l
I'UWKABll SALVIA CO., ROCKrWIl, ILL.
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OUR PREMIUM OFFER!

A RARE BARGAIN!

HE book of the a generatk
Je> s Chris ! Di'

vid, f the son of A'bra-ham.
2 d A'bra-ham begat I'§aac; and
1'^aac begat Ja'cob; and -^Jit'cob

begat Jit'das and hie brethren;
3 And fju'das begot, Pha'ras and

Za'ra of Tha'mar; and "Pha'ies

r pair, ried i

and WE ARE SUCCEEDIVO, [or
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So Good a Bible at so Low a Price,
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Two Days to Examine the Book,

it what we represent, or is not a marvel of excellence for the money, *

nd refund the money. What more can we do? What are you goi:

r offer:

Gospel Messengi

Brethren's Almani

The above Bible i

i for S2.75.

: to any address to Jan. 1, 1899.

> for 1898.

linen-lined back, to any express office prepaid.

thn

If a leather-lined back in Bible is preferred, the same Bible

for $3.00. If Deinson's Improved Thumb Index is wanted on

tad, all for S3.50. Linen-Lined Bible is not Indexed. Be cai

;o that we make no mistake in filling it. Show llie offer to your
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"Mind Mysteries!"
...every Neighborhood

AGENTS WANTED!
3.00 to $5.00, or more, a d

complete book, words of advic

t least a lew copies.

WONDERFUL

Doctrinal Outlines

Is a book of 77 closely-printed pages that is

growing in favor wherever it is known. It is a

work for ministers, Sunday school workers and

others, containing outlines on the following:

Historical, Doctrinal, Missionary, Secret Soci-

eties, Homiletics, Revivals, The Sunday School,

The Home.
It is highly prized in Smyrna. (See page 41

of Messenger.) Order soon, as the number

od hand is limited. Price, paper cover i>,

centi; cloth, 25 cents, prepaid,

Bbkthbbn Publishing hough,

Mt. Muirli.IU,

FARM FOR SALE^'cN

BRETHREN'S

Plain Clotliiiu

If you want
RELIABLE QOODS,

When you buy from us

TAKB what you con get,
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guarantee Satisfaction

arid refer to our many patron

some of whom will be found i

nearly any community where tl

liroiiirc-iirt^tlc. Samples of clol

from which we make ourclot hin|

measuring blank, Lipe line an

r ordering will be sent on applkatioi

; for self-measurement are so simple, an;

understand them.

want to hear from you.

CLOTHING COMPANY
WARSAW, INDIANA.
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Last week there occurred a remarkable gathering

)f scientific men at Williams Bayj Wis., about to

niles north, and a little west of Chicago. This

is the site selected some years ago for one of the

best equipped observatories in the world, Here is

mounted, and ready for use, the largest tele-

scope ever made. It is known as the Yerkes Teli

scope, it being his generous gift to the University of

Chicago. The occasion of the meeting was
dedication of the observatory, and the handing of

ver to the scientific world. The astronomer
who have seen the instrument are enthusiastic ove

nd it is confidently believed that by the use c

this telescope, with its wonderful lens, some re

markable discoveries will be made among th

heavenly bodies. Next to the Bible, astronomy i

probably the most delightful and elevating study

wn to man. He who can take them both to-

gether, and live in the realm of truth and purity,

n) ay form some idea of the greatness of the Eter-

and the slupendousness of his works.

In a late issue of the Inter Ocean there appeared
* cartoon full of meaning. Madam Europe, with a

crown upon her head, a huge sword hanging at her

, a musket in her hand, seemingly weighed down
by the care and perplexities of government, stands

W her great guns, while from her flag-staff floats

streamer, on which is written, "Destruction." To
ta left is the uncrowned Miss Columbia, with ev-

ery indication of health, activity and intelligence,

standing by her great telescope, on which is in-

scribed, "Instruction." The representation is sig-

nificant. Europe, venerable with age, and lifted up
With pride, and yet weighed down with cares, is

spending her immense piles of money in the inter-

ests of war, which means destruction, not only of

life, but of property and morals as welt. The
United States is interested in freedom, education

and general prosperity, and for these she is spend-

ing more money than any other nation on the

face of the globe. It is unfortunate, however, that

her people do not appreciate these blessings as

they should. And it is more than likely that our

own Brethren are not making the use of the thus

given opportunities that wisdom would dictate, We
here enjoy all the liberty and protection that any

people should desire, and we ought to show our

appreciation of all that is noble in government, by
not only complying with the laws, not in conflict

with the Gospel, but by endeavoring to make the

world better,

Since preparing the matter which appeared on

this page last week, three remarkable men have

passed from the stage of action, viz,, Neal Dow,
the " father of prohibition," Charles A. Dana, the

widely-known editor of the New York Sun, and

Geo. M, Pullman, the Palace Car builder. No man
in this country has done more for the cause of

prohibition than Mr. Dow. He became an early

opponent of the liquor traffic, and never, for a

moment, turned from his purpose to banish the sa-

loon from the land. Mr. Dana gained his fame

as the manager of one of the greatest journals on

this continent. He was eminently fitted for the

newspaper business,—a business for which one has

to be born, and not made,—and he made it a success.

He may not always have been wise in his utter-

ances, but he knew how to command attention, ev-

en from his enemies. Geo. M. Pullman was at one

time a poor boy, and clerked in a store for S 10 a year.

He rose step by step uutil he became not only

a man of immense wealth, but as the inventor of

the Pullman Palace Car he has left a name that

will be known, probably, for centuries. He is the

man who has made traveling a luxury. His inven-

tive genius has rendered it possible for people, who
are prepared to pay for it, to enjoy, while traveling,

all the comforts of a well-regulated home. Such

a thing was not even thought of fifty years ago.

In the eyes of some, Mr. Pullman may not have

made the wisest use of his enormous wealth. While

that may be true of him, as well as it is of thou-

sands of others, still the man in his line has done

a great deal of good to humanity, and the traveling

public is the better off because he lived and pros-

pered in what he undertook.

There are yet living four remarkable persons

who have done much in the way of making a great

deal of this world what it now is. We refer to

Queen Victoria, who now sits upon the throne of

Great Britain, and rules more people than any oth-

er sovereign, and on whose kingdom the sun never

sets. Next we mention Gladstone, the " uncrowned

king," and probably the greatest statesman at this

time living. Bismarck, the "iron will," made Ger-

many what it was when he retired to private life, and

had he remained at the helm ten years or more long-

er, somethings respecting the "great eastern ques-

tion" might have gone quite differently. Last, and

not altogether least, may be mentioned Li Hung
Chang, who is preparing to retire from the affairs

of State in China, One year ago he made a tour of

the world, and in the time spent a few weeks in

the United States. It will be remembered that the

numerous and pointed questions he put to not a

few of those he met in this country, made quite a

sensation. He is a wide-awake, and an aggressive

Chinaman, and could he but have his own way,

China might soon be classed among the enlightened

nations, All of these persons are quite old, and
still they are in full possession of the strong mental
powers, that have done so much in the way of

shaping the affairs of earth, By their experience

we are reminded of the fact that great cares and
responsibilities do not necessarily shorten life. In

all their labors they have taken good care of their

minds as well as of their bodies, and thus pro-

longed their usefulness. Possibly some of our

elders, and others, who have great responsibilities

resting upon them, might get some kind of an in-

spiration from the experience of those who have

figured so largely in the affairs of stale. If the

blessings of health, and the powers of the mind arc

vouchsafed to those who wield the earthly scepters,

how much more ought still greater blessings to at-

tend those whose lot it is to preside over the affairs

of the kingdom! We believe that if men, as well

as women, would go about their duties with more
cheerfulness, and have the faith in God that they

should, it would please the Lord to give them
greater length of days as well as more strength of

body and mind.

Scatterhi) over the world, are thousands of

meteorites, or stones that have fallen lo the earth.

These meteorites arc unlike anything belonging to

the earth, and can usually be detected whenever

found. They are composed largely of iron, and

many of them contain a small per cent of nicklc.

They vary in size and shape, and some of them
have a glossy surface, showing that they have been

heated until the surface melted, and thus gave them
the appearance they have, These meteorites

approach the earth with a wonderful velocity,

traveling much faster than sound, On entering

our atmosphere they often burst into fragments

and scatter considerably before striking the ground.

The pieces usually enter the earth from one to

three feet, and, if discovered immediately, are often

too hot to be handled. Very few of them are large,

weighing not over a few hundred pounds at most,

The largest meteorite in the world has just been

brought from Greenland to New York by Lieut,

Peary. It is 12 feet long, 8 feet wide and 6 feet

thick, and is supposed to weigh not less than loo,-

coo pounds, or 50 tons. It was first heard of by

Sir John Ross, in 1818, but was not discovered un-

til found by Lieut. Peary four years ago, He was

at that time on an Arctic expedition, but not pre-

pared to get the stone into his vessel. But when

he went up there, last summer, he carried with him

appliances for handling heavy weights, and after

five days of hard work, in which every man of his

crew was called into service, the huge mass was

placed in the hold of his vessel, and in that way

was taken to New York, where it is viewed by

thousands. It is composed of 92 per cent iron and

8 per cent nickle. The stone seems to have been

known to the Esquimaux for centuries, and they

say it was thrown there by some god. Of course it

came from beyond the earth, and chanced to land

where it was found by Lieut. Peary. Of these me-

teorites there are thousands, and possibly millions,

flying through space, and not a clear night passes

when some of them may not be seen, followed by

their trails of light. About the middle of the

approaching November, and particularly the No-

vember of J898, it is said that the earth may pass

through a belt of meteors, that will enable us to be-

hold a shower of what is known as the falling stars.

If it occurs as predicted, it will bs a grand sight

to view.
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THE MISSIONARY'S FAREWELL.

STILL on the shores of home my feet are standing,

But home itself even now behind me Hes;

Still my ship's anchor holds—but fast are breaking

Round this sad heart the dearest, strongest ties.

Slowly and painfully those bonds are parting.

Now only known to clasp so close, so strong;—
Fain would the tree grow on, nor bear transplanting

From the loved soil where it has stood so long!

Yonder, where I must go, the earth and heaven

Another aspect will appear to wear,

A fiercer sun w.ll shine in noonday splendor,

And stars unknown light up the darkness there.

The cradle song, which soothed my childhood's slumbers,

The words of love and prayer, will sound no more;

All harsh will seem the unfamiliar accents

Which greet the stranger on that distant shore.

" Remain, remain! "
I hear my dear ones calling,

"Remain among us, loved and loving, still 1

Tempt not the wild waves of the stormy ocean,

Tempt not the blinded heathen's wilder will!
"

Yes, I would stay, did I not hear another,

A heavenly call which tells me to depart:

His voice, who lingered not, when love and pity

For helpless, hopeless sinners filled his heart,—

His voice I hear; and theirs, the lost, the dying —
The wail of heathen anguish o'er the sea!

They must not perish thus, unheard, unheeded;

The slaves of Satan must be ye t set freel

Lord, I obey; I go, where Thou appotntest,

A w»Hing servant, to the harvest field.

Nor will I turn again, my post forsaking,

Though only thorns and briers the toil should yield.

The signal waves—Adieu, my own, my dearest!

Remember in your prayers the absent one;

And mourn me not—ye know the Frieod Almighty,

All-wise, All-loving, who has with me gone!

MANUFACTURING A SERMON.

BY J S FLORY.

Making sermons is an art. It is best to have

the text select the man. He may be a good work-

man, yet to have patterns will be in place. Select

antique designs,—solid oak with Mount of Olive

embellishments. Measure it as you would a piece

of timber. See if it is large enough, wide enough

and of ample soundness to answer the purpose in-

tended. Saw, cut, divide and mould it so it will

fit at the joints, dovetail at the corners and be able

to stand alone. Polish with a composition one

part, at least, of good sense, one part 6ery spirit,

' and two parts, equal in proportion, of sweet- oil and

If you go at it like a miner, do not be satisfied in

paying out coin that has come from the mint with

some one's name already stamped on it, but, if your

own energies have been engaged in delving after

truth, take the crude ore, just from the mine, and

mill it, then separate the dross from the metal by a

smelting process. It does not pay to spend too

much time with low grade ore. Prospect until

something rich crops out.

Sermons are not so much valued by what is put

in them as by what is gotten out of them. Medita-

tion means, to become absorbed into a subject and

then to get out of it a new, grand truth.

Formulate some idea good for everybody to

know. If the purpose is to prepare a manuscript

sermon, it may be done in half a day, but if you in-

tend to think out a sermon, it mav take six months.

Short courtships and hasty marriages often turn

out disastrously. To get well acquainted is im

tant, especially as to temperament and social vir-

tues. A shot-gun may take more powder than a

rifle, but the one scatters and only peppers the

game, while a single ball may play havoc with the

sins, aimed at with steady hand,

In carving out an Heal statue, out of a rough

block, there will be much worthless debris. Do
not be too frugal with the chips. An audience is

best served with a e'ear cut, unhsmpered produc

tion by a master workman. Opposites in the ideal

are not, as a rule, pardonable. That would be too

much like the Centaur,—half man and half horse,

or like the mermaid,—half woman and half fish —
contrary-wise to the fitness of things. Therefore,

like an obnoxious medicine, it is hard to swallow.

Too much light,—that is too many proofs,—may

tire the sight, or pain the eye. Take it for granted

the audience knows some things, and thus avoid

giving a shock to their feelings by an explanation

of simple things.

Going back to Adam and passing up to Noah,

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, by way of an introduc-

tion, has largely gone out of date. People are

more in a hurry these days and want to get at re-

sults on the spur of the moment.

Too much " hedging " gives opportunity for

much of the supposed game to escape. It will lead

to theorize on business propositions on the part of

the expe tant and watting congregation.

Breakers ahead! Look out for them, thev come

under the head of being too formal, too eloquent,

too smooth in diction, too intellectual, or too

lengthy I Profundity may do for the theological

professor but is at a discount with the ordinary

every day preacher. Words may be full of wisdom,

yet fail of their mission, unless they have in them

simp'icity of heart-breathings that will comfort

sorrowing hearts, or arrest careless sinners.

Illustrations are far preferable to ornamentations,

but should be short and pointed, lest they smother

the subject under consideration. Time ised in

scolding, or sarcasm, is worse than lost, as there is

nothing winsome about it,

Written sermons, or lengthy notes, break the en-

couragement of people's faces, and the audience

loses the inspiration of the speaker's eyes. There-

fore, the essentials for a favorable atmosphere be-

ing lacking, the work may be a cold, formal failure.

No matter from what part of the B ble the text

has been selected, it should lead to Christ, or lead

the audience to see Christ in his beatitudes,

Christ is the golden thread binding every text to

God and man. Christ left out and it is a world

without a sun.

Lastly, there is a pleasing eloquence in marking

the supreme point with a period,—that is, quit wh?n

you are done.

Los Angeles, Col,

THE RESURRECTION.

" But some man will say, How are the dead raised up? and

with what body do they come?"— 1 Cor. 15: 35.

Were it not for the fact that the term " flesh and

blood" is being misunderstood, there would be no

need of any further controversy, as to the manner

of body the resurrected saints will possess

"Flesh and blood" is an Hebraic term, denoting

man in his present corruptible state, and is equiva

lent to the term "natural life" in plain English,

hence we would understand Paul to say that natural

life cannot inherit the kingdom of God, 1 Cor. 15:

50. But we herein understand Paul to say that su-

pernatural life will inherit the kingdom of God.

This tetm " flesh and blood," is made use of four

times in the New Testament writings. See Matt.

16: 17; Gal. 1: 16; Eph. 6: 12 and 1 Cor. 15: 50. In

these cases it always stands for natural life.

With this understanding before us we will follow

Paul's answer to the above question: "It is sown a

natural body, it is raised a spiritual (or supernatur-

al) body." Vcse 44. If there is a natural body,

there is also a spiritual body. Verse 4^. Pa.il, ,n

I Cor. 15, cites us to an example, and the first-

fruits of the resurrection, thereby plainly telling us

what manner of bodies the resurrected saints will

have, "But now hath Christ been raised from the

dead, the fustfruits of them that are asleep," I

Cor. i$: 20,

The first-fruits must correspond to the harvest

so, when we learn what manner of body Christ, the

first-fruits, possessed, after he came forth from the

grave, we have solved the problem.

In Luke 24: 39 the Savior proved to his disciples

that he possessed flesh and bone, so we learn that

the first-fruits of the resurrection came forth with

flesh and bone. His blood he shed on the cross

the sins of the people, thereby paying the price of

sin, as Paul reminds us in 1 Cor. 6: 20 and y. 20

thereby purchasing the church with his own blood,

Acts 20: 28.

The blood is the life of the flesh. Gen, 9; 4; Lev.

17: 11, 14; Deut. 15: 23. The natural life is ex-

pressed by the term "flesh and blood " in the New
Testament. Thus we learn that the resurrected

bodies of the saints, like the Savior, the first-fruits,

will be possessed of flesh and bone, minus the

blood, which is the natural life, containing the prin-

ciples of mortality, and man, restored to mortality,

would be again subject to death. The resurrected

bodies will have no further use for blood, to build

up the tissue of the body. No more disordered

blood will flow through our veins, carrying disease

to all parts of the body. For this natural (animal)

must put on the spiritual, hence, though it is sown

in weakness it will be raised in power. The same

bodies which are put into the grave shall rise again,

minus the blood or natural life. "And though aft-

er our skin worms destroy these bodies of ours, yet

in our flesh we shall see God."

Jesus is the exact pattern, after which his saints

will be raised. As he came forth from the tomb,

so will we, hence there will be an identity between

the bodies in which we died, and the bodies in

hich we shall rise again from the dust.

Hawthorn, Fla.

WHITHER BOUND?

Some time ago I wrote an article for the paper

nder the caption of "Drifting" in which I sug-

ested the idea that the church was drifting down

stream, The interest in it was wide spread, and

was evinced by the numerous letters I received

from all over the Brotherhood. That it did good I

am convinced. It is not that there were no dis-

senting views,— it would be hard to find a subject,

or a presentation of any idea, that does not raise

objectors. They are everywhere, people who im-

agine that they are called to "rise to remark"

every time anything is said that they think needs a

popular champion. But the general good sense of

the church was arrested and interested,

In this article I want to suggest a line of thought

that has not been presented at all, as far as I know,

though no thoughtful person can have helped see-

ing it. It is not intended that it is critical in its

character, and certainly it is not controversial, and

nothing of the kind is to be entered into, The
j

idea I have in mind is to study the map a little

closer than is ordinarily done, and ask a question

or two as to our course.

When I think of the faith and practice of the

Dunker church, or the Brethren, if you prefer it,

I am surprised at the close connection between

them and that of the early Christian church. The

first members were not scholars. They did n ot

have books and critical scholarship at their com-

mand, and this is well known, for such did not ex-

ist in ready reach at the start of the church. It is

a fact that any boy can have within reach of his

hand at any of our schools or in more than one

private library more books than all the early Breth-

ren church put together had at their command.

Two hundred years ago a book was a book,—n° ff

it is everybody's .property. Ye^ with our increased

intellectual outfit, it is certainly a marvel, consider-

ing the wide margin for error of construction, that

the early Brethren hit on almost the exact counter-

part of the faith and practices of the early Chris-

tiana, and all commentators and historians are

agreed an this point, I never heard the doctrine
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1 urgedof the church assailed, and all the object
are that we are too literal.

In my time the church was a huge aggregation of
individual churches. That is, within my recollec-
tion of the church, this was the condition of things.
Each congregation was a complete thing within it-

self, holding fellowship with like minded organi-
zations, and they got together yearly to adjust
matters that were too much for the church in doubt
about them, and to give and take counsel. The
fellowship was a real thing, and while there was
dissension, and pushing, and crowding behind the
table, and the usual troubles that afflict all church-
es, yet, as a whole, the church was as solid as a
rock. The latch-string was out to all who ca'me
down the road and claimed fraternal kinship. The
phrase "strange brethren" was common, and it

meant, practically, "one of our relations we are not
well acquainted with." Hospitality was bounded
only bv the ability of the individual, and if there
were any differences between people, they were
hard to And. There were no papers, schools, mis-
sions, books, or anything of the kind. There was
no use for 1 hem. The home congregation was the
world in which each lived, and that they got on
well together is in evidence all around.

It was the golden age of the church. Most of
the members were poor, and helpful of each other.
If the church was attacked from the outside it

simply huddled closer and waited till the danger was
past. There was nothing to fear on the inside.

Neither faith nor practice was assailed, or even
questioned. There were no doubts. On the other
hand it stood like a stone wall against all improve-
ment and innovation. Every movement out of the
ordinary was headed off. It was claimed that there
was danger at every turn of the road. Through it

all the Dunker church stood united and like an
iron pillar. Then there came to the fore people
who thought that new methods and improved ma-
chinery were needed. They were honest about it.

It raised an uproar and led to division. Where
there was but one army, shoulder to shoulder, one
faction pulled back and out, and another described
a tangent and went off among themselves, while
the great majority, represented by the Messenger,
went on its way along the line of the old highway.
A remarkable thing is that some of the old

brethren who expressed their disapproval of the
contemplated improvements seem at this date as
having been gifted with prophetic vision. They
said that a high-school would turn into a col-
lege, that the private and personal interpretation of
the Scripture would be supplanted by ungoverned
systematic theology,—and it all came to pass.
They said that education would beget caste, and
what, with our ministerial associations and all that
sort of thing, it is being realized. They said that
the old way of gratuitous service in the pulpit
would be changed into a salaried ministry and its

attendant truckling where bread and butter de-
pended on it. In quite a number of churches the
old-time bench, full of preachers, has disappeared
and there is one man who is "supported," a thin

subterfuge for a thinner salary. It has been the
old story of the camel that urged the Arab to let

him put the end of his nose in the tent, and when
it was allowed wound up by taking entire posses-
sion and ousting the owner. And in many other
things the old-timers were right in their predic-
tions.

Now two positions are allowable. One is that
the old church and its ox-cart methods are things
of past usefulness. Now we live in a different age
and must work up to the requirements of the situ

ation,—that the old people were good enough in

their day, but now there is a different demand and
a wider range of responsibility, and it must be met
with improved machinery.
The other is that what was good for the life and

death of man, a generation ago, is good enough for
him now. The church of old was respected among
men and filled its place in the work of the Lord in
"s own chosen field,—that the alleged improve-
ments are only weak imitations of what other
churches have adopted to their sorrow and loss,—
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that we are very perceptibly nearing the rapids,
over which every church on earth, that started out
on a basis of simplicity, has plunged, and that we
are sure to get there, only our descent will be a lit-

tle less rapid.

It is not a new thing. Ask any old man, who is
a church member of any sect, and he will tell you
the difference between the facts now and as they
were when he was young, in regard to his own peo-
ple. It is not necessary to ask anybody. Get the
Book and read how the very first churches grew
lax, even to turning the Lords Supper into a ban-
quet where caste prevailed, and see how they were
reproved for it. Learn there that without care the
very poor were neglected and discriminated against
by the heads until there was an overhauling. It is

not any specialized lack of the Brethren church, it

is the eve'-present weakness of human nature and
the disposition inherent in us to get away from the
facts and to "improve" and to "progress" till we

:lear out of sight of the simple original intent
of the Law.

This article is not intended to provoke contro-
versy or even discussion, but is designed to induce
thought. If you see anything in it worth while I

ould be glad to have your suggestions. There
safety in counsel.

Le-wisbuvg, Union Co., Pa.

BESIDE THE STILL WATERS.

BY *IBL HAYS.

When the Good Shepherd leads his flock into
green pastures and beside the still waters for re-
pose, there is a serenity of soul, corresponding with
the quietness and beauty of the place. The world,
in a certain sense, is what we make it. When all

the world seems wrong, and our skies seem dark
and gloomy, we are often ourselves at fault, and
not the things we see around us. The still waters
of our retreat must meet a response in our own
hearts, if we would feast on the green pastures of
Divine Love. Along that stream repose the souls
made serene, and the hearts that beat in response
to the one that leads, and who has said, " Peace I

ith you, my peace I give unto you: not as
the world giveth, give I unto you."
The peace the world gives is not constant. The
iul that has not gone to Christ for repose is like

the troubled sea. There are many who profess
faiih in Christ whose hearts are troubled, and whose
minds are continually agitated by what they con-
ceive to be a perversity in the persons and things
around them. They are inclined to think that their
best friends are working against them, if they even
take a different view of the subject they have at
heart. A flurried state of mind is only a reflection

of the soul within. If a perverse soul peers through
a sour nature, it will put an unfavorable coloring on
everything,

People generally find what they are looking for.

The view we get of others depends largely upon
the glasses we wear. Fault-finders, as a rule, look
only for faults, and they find them, Everybody
has a better side, if we but look for it Is it because
we wish to magnify our own good qualities that
we look for the faults of others? If we come
to know ourselves aright, there is more selfishness

about us than we are at first willing to admit.

Unhappy persons are oversensitive. They think
themselves the target of all the petty talk and un-
just criticism in a community, and are quick to take
ffense where a calm soul would be lulled to re-

pose. It is a good rule not to insist on the last

word about anything. It is better still not to have
nor to give the first word on disagreeable or im-
proper subjects. If we entertain trouble, it will be
our guest; if we nurse trouble, it will be our master.

If, in a limited sense, the world is what we make
it, in a higher sense our life is what we make it,

If we wish to be burdened with the evils and per-
plexities of life, we have but to travel the desert
pathway, where no verdure grows, nor still waters
flow. The flowers that bloom along that pathway
have thorns that pierce the feet, The breeze that

fans the troubled brow bears on its wings the sand
that pierces the eye. For every joy there is a tear,
for every hope a disappointment. The faults we see
in others, others see in us. The pathway is allur-
ing, but it leads farther into trouble and disappoint-
ment. All who travel along its course live per-
plexed lives and reap in the end what they sow.
As we pass the gate that leads to the green pas-

tures, we leave the burden of life behind us. We
find no time to quibble at the faults of others. It
is ourselves we have to reform. It is our own
troubled breasts we have to bring to repose. Oth-
ers have the troubles of life in common with our-
selves, and, could we witness the hard-fought bat-
tles of others, in overcoming self, we would feel to
lend a helping hand in the time of perplexity and
trial. Can we conceive of a place more inviting
than green pastures beside the still waters? Why,
then, should there be disquieting thoughts? Why
should perplexities arise? Why this ceaseless ag-
itation of mind? Pasture that is green ever grows.
Still waters bear no dangerous current. There -is

plenty in all its freshness. There is repose in all
its fullness.

Broadway, Va,

OEMS AND COINS OF THE BIBLE.

If one desires to learn a great deal about pre-
cious stones, and behold them in all their beauty, a
visit to that great store-house of " material knowl-
edge," the National Museum at Washington, will
furnish both profit and pleasure. He will find here
all these precious products of earth classified and
labeled, and with them all varieties of rock, from
the least valuable, to the rarest and most beautiful.
The gems are kept in glass cases, which are care-

fully guarded by electric mechanism, and represent
for the most part, American precious stones. To
ic uninformed the latter would seem to offer but
limited field for investigation, but it is a fact that,

within the bounds of the United States, can be
found specimens of nearly all known gems. It is

true they are not found (the most precious kinds)
in as great quantities as in some other countries.
We have not arrived at that state, as gemstone pro-
ducers, to build an obelisk of emeralds, such as was
in the temple of Jupiter, or to use these stones for
lenses, as did Nero when he attended the gladiato-
rial circus, but still the gathering of gems in this
country is a recognized industry.

Although the gem collection of the Museum has
been made with particular respect to American
stones, the kinds and histories of those of other
countries are carefully looked after. This is beau-
fully illustrated in the east hall of the building,
'here in a large case are seen the " precious stones

of the Bible," giving a well arranged object lesson
of those things which, through Holy Writ, have ap-
pealed so powerfully to human imagination. They
suggest the City of the New Jerusalem, whose jasper
walls and pearly gates dawned upon the enraptured
vision of John on Patmos, and they cause the mind
to go back to before the coming of the Lord, and
to dwell upon the magnificence of the temples of
worship, where, arrayed in splendid vestments and
flashing gems, the priests stood before the assem-
bled throngs,

The gems in this collection consist of the dia-

ond, sapphire, jacinth, amber, chrysolite, ruby,
amethyst, emerald, white sapphire, beryl, topaz,
lapis lazuli, carbuncle, carnelian, chrysophrase, jas-

per, sardonyx, chalcedony, onyx, and twelve imita-
tion stones, fac-similes of those which adorned the
high priests' breastplate.

A copy of the breastplate, used as an ornament
for the manuscript copy of the Pentateuch (Torah)
employed in the synagogue, is a part of the exhib-
it. It represents silver metal, and contains twelve
stones, such as those in the breastplate of the high
priest, with the names of the twelve tribes of Is-

rael underneath them.

It has been suggested by an expert mineralogist,

that there is possibly some difference in the no-

menclature of precious stones of the Bible, as ren-

dered by English translators, and the names son Iq
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use. For illustration we cm take the gems in the

high priests' breastplate. The names given here in

parentheses are in the margin of the Revised Ver-

sion; the Hebrew is in italics,—as follows: Sardins

(ruby), edem: topar, pildah ; carbuncle (emerald),

bartqaith; emerald (carbuncle), nrfci; sapphire,

sappir; diamond (sardonyx), yahilam : jacinth (am-

ber), Ushcm; agate, i/tilil : amethyst, alimah, beyrl

(chalcedony), tarshish; onyx (beryl,) shohim; jas-

per, ytupeh,

It may be of interest to give here two other short

lists of precious stones mentioned in the Bible,

which correspond, to considerable extent, with the

above. The first is a description of the ornaments

of the King of Tyre, and is the following: Sardins

(ruby), topaz, diamond (sardonyx), beryl, onyx,

jasper, sapphire, emerald (carbuncle). The second

list is from Revelation 21: 19,20, and sets forth, as

follows, the nature of the foundation of the Heav-

enly City: Jasper, emerald, chrysolite, chrysophrase,

sapphire (lapis lasm'.i), sardonyx, beryl, jacinth

(sapphire), chalcedony, sardins, topaz, amethyst.

While the precious stones of the Bible form the

most beautiful part of the museum's exhibit in this

particular branch, there are shown with the gems

some other things of much interest. Among these

is a Hebrew silver necklace from Bagdad, Mesopo-

tamia; a gold nose-ring set with turquoise, from the

same ancient city, and a number of ancient coins,

and facsimiles of money, used many centuries ago.

Here one sees a representative of that famous em-

blem of charity, the widow's mite, and indeed it is

a "mite" in appearance. This coin was made of

copper, is circular in shape, and a half inch or less in

Ale nder Ja

of the piece h

id Confederate

ornucopias and

It dated as far back

nens, 105-78, B. C. The obver

"Jonathan the High Priest,"

of the Jews; the reverse, two

poppy head.

A facsimile of another coin (the stater) in the

exhibit, brings up the time when our Lord, being

without money with which to pay the temple trib-

ute, sent Peter to get it from the mouth of a fish.

The stater, a silver coin of Antioch, has on one

side the legend " Money of Augustus," and a head of

the emperor; on the reverse is seen Tyche as genius

of the city of Antioch, with her foot on the river

god Orontes, and the words: "Thirtieth year of the

victory" (of Actium). This money is of circular

but irregular shape. It is somewhat larger than a

United States quarter dollar, and was equal in value

to the shekel.

Among the other interesting coins here displayed

are those of Agrippa II, before whom Paul ap-

peared; the Denarius or Roman tribute penny of

silver (worth about 16 cents of our money), bearing

the legend: "Tiberius Cesar, son of deified Augus-

tus" ; coin of Herod Philip II, struck at Cesarea in

honor of the Eighth Roman Legion; silver shekel

(value about 50 cents) attributed to Simon Macca-

beus, and bronz: coin of Herod Antipas. The sil-

ver shekel of Simon Maccabeus bears a pot of

manna, with the words " Shekel of

two," on one side, while on the other s:

budding rod and the legend " Holy Jerusalem."

Considering the convenience of coined money it

is strange that this was not in use among the Israel-

ites long before they adopted the idea. Although

the Lydians used coin as long as seven hundred

years before the appearance of the Savior, it was

not until after their Babylonian captivity that the

Israelites found the value of having precious metals

divided into small parts. Previous to this their

" money" exchanges were made with bars and in-

gots, principally of silver, and usually weighed on

scales. As the word " shekel," so frequently used

in the Bible, denotes weight, it is easy to get at the

origin of the nomenclature of Israelitish coin.

That the ancients had their ideas (and good ones)

of economy, which they inculcated into their chil-

dren, is a fact illustrated in the National Museum,

in the gem and coin exhibit. Here, instinct with

the spirit of forgotten ages, reposes a child's little

bank, made of terra cotta ware, in which are small

bronze coins, once used at Ostia, a seaport of an-

icl; yea:

cient Rome, where the bank was excavated, Here-

in Is a lesson from the children of the far past to

the children of the piesent. Be thrifty and eco-

nomical, and the "wolf" will be a stranger to your

household.

—

Associated Induit-itl Press.

THE MINISTER'S WIFE.

BY GERTRUDE A FLORY.
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It pleased God to give to woman the sacred mis-

sion of assisting man, by her "chaste conversation

and godly life," to rise above his natural tendency

into a state of purity in Christ, where he becomes a

god, wearing the likeness of the eternal God.

In this mission the minister's wife has a graver

responsibility than other women, because other

wives regard her as an example in wifehood and al-

so in motherhood, and the church and the world

alike expect her to be a perfect pattern of piety.

The minister's wife is to the church what the true

mother is to the family,—a divine queen who sways

by the benign influence of holiness, who rules by

the winsome art of love.

God made the minister's wife a partner with man

in man's divinest calling. She honors man as her

head and thereby becomes his equal, his co-worker

in Christ.

As she reflects, in undimmed beauty, the image of

the Master, she adds force and grace to every effort

of the minister for Christ; but in proportion as she

lacks the divine characteristics, his ministerial forc-

es are enfeebled, just as the body is weakened by

an impaired nervous system.

The minister's wife, then, is either her husband's

best earthly help or his greatest hindrance, as she

fills her position to God's glory or her shame. A
higher Christian deportment, even, is demanded of

her than of the minister himself.

Her responsibilities are as weighty and her privi-

leges are as grand as any intrusted to mortals. To

her is given the blessedness of comforting the af-

flicted, consoling the bereaved, defending the op-

pressed, encouraging the despondent, succoring the

tempted, uplifting the fallen, and training and edu-

cating sen's for God,

What a royal service is thisl What renownl It

is as glorious as eternity, as immortal as the soul.

How paltry, in comparison, is fame in the world of

genius and art!

Worldliness and frivolity can scarcely be tolerat-

ed in any woman, much less in the minister's wife.

The prominence of her position demands that she

be temperate, modest, sober, dignified,—in fact,

what every child of God ought to be,—one in whose

life the graces of the Spirit shine in open splendor,

one in whose life the love of God flows as the mel-

ody of song.

Gossip, jesting, levity, are not in harmony with

the dignity of the minister's wife, yet she should

be sociable, hospitable, amiable as the morning,

with its sunlight and song, wooing the soul to

must pray, and study the Bible, and tali about the

Bible with them, Thus she rises in divine wisdom

with her husband and become?, indeed, his helper

in his ministry.

She, whose life is not enriched by children, ha9

more time to work

ments, but she has

the mother knows
is often away from

than widowhood.

Then the childle

what lonely h

Lrith her husband i

rials, and lack, i

othingof. Wheri

home, her life is

i nis appoint-

nd loneliness

the husband
scarcely less

nvalid wife! What privation,

s are hers! Frequently a stranger

ministers to her wants instead of the tender hus-

band, whose touch is balm and love. Only the

Calvary Sufferer can appreciate her sacrifice!

The minister's wife, to be able to discharge her

arduous duties, requires the highest culture and the

sublimest education attainable, and, bless God, an

open Bible makes the attainment possible to all who

seek it with the Holy Author as the educator.

With larger desire is given larger receptive capaci-

ty, and deeper filling of wisdom and power.

The most absorbing aim and ardent love of her

heart should be the perfect mastery of Bible truths

for the good of souls, for the Bible in the heart is

God in the life, and such a life will speak for God.

The minister's wife is the church's special care.

As every member of the family is bound, by filial

law, to lighten the mother's burdens, as much as

possible, so every member of the church is bound

by fraternal law to lighten the burdens of the min-

ister's wife, by sympathetic hearts

hands.

N

serzzng

vhat hematter

iseless sacrifice. Cares

by enlisting their husb

prison in her own boso

not hindered

life it life of

wifehood is •

band's charge

If she m
hardness of her

tie of gloom wt

which other wives

ads' sympathies, 1/1

1; that the Master's

The tenderest sentiment 1

ficed to the interest of he hus-

:n trial. Thus she

l to be "joyful ir

untedly life': diffi-

praise.

Sensible of her exalted relation to God, she makes

her life a poem, too lofty, in diction, for unholy

minds, too beautiful in rhythm for aught but divine

inspiration. It is "lovely living in Living Love."

Peaceful, blissful, she lives above the tempest of

mortal cares in the serenity of God's fatherhood!

Her loyal, triumphant faith in God's "sufficient

grace " surmounts each earth-bot

teaches others how to live, hov

tribulation," how to meet unda

culties, — joys as perplexing

Thus she moulds the sentiments and virtues of the

world in which she moves. What a glory is thisl

Womanhood is only fitly crowned by mother-

hood; and the minister's wife, whose life is so fully

blest, has increased responsibilities. The soul

needs greater care than the body, and home-mak-

ing is far more important than housekeeping, but

there must be time for all these things.

What hir children are, other children dare to be,

and that they shall be nurtured in the Lord, she

and frets, at home, against the

:rvice, and wraps herself in a man-

r she goes out, the glory of sacri-

d the beauty marred; if she ac-

cepts her exalted and sacred position as the Lord's

appointment in love, her sacrifice is glorified and

adorned beyond any service of earth.

Happy is she who has learned to get assistance

from the Blessed Burden-bearer, who carries our

sorrows and lifts our cares and brightens our path-

ways with the radiance of his love! What a reward

awaits her in the sweet beyond! From the garners

of His love our Father shall hand one of the bright-

est crowns to the minister's wife.

LaPirie, Ind.

MINISTERIAL MEETINO OF MIDDLE INDIANA.

BV j, L. KLINE,

The Ministerial Meeting of the Middle District

of Indiana was held in the Beaver Dam church,

Oct. 15. It was one of great profit, to the church

and community, as well as to those who were with

us. The meeting was not, however, as largely at-

tended as anticipated. Conveyance for over one

dred people had been provided, but only four

persons made use of these facilities. Indeed, had

it not been for the good turn-out on Friday morn-

ing, from the neighboring churches, the meeting

would have been a failure, as far as numbers are

concerned. We had, however, a most profitable

meeting, The spirit of the meeting was most com-

mendable, but we think the churches are losing a

good deal, when they fail to send their ministers to

these meetiogs. Outside of our own church there

were only seven churches represented by their min-

isters,—this out of a total of thirty-two. This is

not as it should be.

As the topics for discussion were not published

in the Messenger before, we will gije them here,

omitting the name of these on the program who

were not present,

1. " Is it Right for a Minister, Elected and Set

Apart by the Church to Preach the Gospel, to Make

his Ministerial Labor a Secondary Matter? If not
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Right, What Shall be Done to Remove the Hinder-

ing Cause? "—Opened by Jacob S. Snell and L. Pot-

tinger.

2. " (a) What are the Duties of a Sunday School

Superintendent towards the Sunday School? (6)

What are the Duties of the Parents and the Sunday

School toward the Superintendent? "—Opened by

Frank Fisher.

3 " How can we Encourage our Members to Im-

prove in Vocal Music, and Discourage Instrumental

and Choir Music in the Church and Sunday

School?"—David Dilling.

4, " (a) The Design and Necessity of the Prayer

Covering, (b) What are the Conditions that Make

it a Condition of Promise? "—Lizzie Mishler.

5.
" (a) The Importance of Bible Reading in the

Churches. (*) The Benefit Derived Therefrom."—

J. H. Wright.

These topics were all discussed with a Christian

spirit, and so much Bible testimony brought forth

to bear upon it, that it made lasting impressions

upon those that are without, of whom there were a

great number present.

On Thursday night Eld. David Dilling preached

an able sermon "on the promises of God. Text, 2

Pet. 1: 4, first clause. On Friday night Bro. L. H.

Eby handled the needs of the mission cause in a

manner that made a deep impression upon all pres-

ent.

In conclusion we would say that v/e have reasons

to believe that the cause has been greatly strength-

ened here at this place, and the church is surely

amply repaid for the efforts she made in securing

this meeting. It only remains for us to see that we

do not throw anything in the way to hinder the

seed from growing.

Sevastopol, Ind,

r.r 2 l£3S HaE^'^c^

•THE * SUNDAY t SCHOOLS

'MOW DO 1 KNOW WHEN I DO NOT SEE?"

These words a blind man said to me, a few days

ago, when I spoke to him about the bad example

he was setting by smoking.

Going down street I saw a man sitting on a chair

in front of a store, smoking, and a lot of boys stand-

ing around. Two of these boys were smoking a

cigarette alternately,— first one and then the other

would take a whiff. I stopped and tried to correct

the mai], when he promptly said, " How do I know

what the boys are doing, when I do not see?
"

I did not know the man was blind until he told

me. I talked to the boys, but they all seemed to

have business elsewhere. The poor blind man,

however, stood his ground under the plea that he

could not see.

This made me think of some professors of Chris-

tianity who have not lost the " scales of sin " from

their eyes, and are walking blindly.

Some time ago I heard a company of young peo-

ple say that they knew a certain preacher " used to-

bacco," and yet they never saw him smoke or take

a chew, but every time he passed them they could

smell his tobacco breath. This same preacher had

been reproving these young people for taking more

cloth to make their dress sleeves than he thought

was necessary. It is easily guessed at, how much

effect his warm admonition had on these young

people. I will not name the good ministering

brother, but let every preacher in the Brotherhood

think, " Was it I ? " Do not be blind to what you

rickrell, Ntbr.
^

The man who thinks that he is bigger than his

Church usually discovers that he has taken too

flattering an estimate of himself. Sometimes he

makes this discovery to his sorrow. If he asserts

his liberty by drawing out, the Church goes for-

ward as though nothing serious had happened. We
do not see how a man can change his d

tional relations as easily as he changes his

Such a step should never be taken save und

compulsion of profound convictions, or radic;

soiial preferences.

—

C. Advocate.

LESSON LIGHT-FLASME5.

Paul In Melita and Rome.—Acts 28: 1-16.

Lesson for Ncvember 7.

In our last lesson we had Paul and his compan-
ions on the sea, going towards Rome, But because

of the shipwreck and the unfavorable weather, they

were delayed, and we now have them on the Island

of Melita, in the southern part of the .F.gean Sea.

The first thing we notice is, that wherever we find

Paul we find him advocating and practicing the re-

ligion which he professed, and that, too, always to

his advantage. So it is with every faithful follower

of Christ. It is profitable unto all things, both to

the things of this life, and also for the life to come.

We do not always realize the blessedness of this

truth, because we do not try it as Paul did. He
trusted in the Lord as his helper, and he was never

disappointed. No one ever has been, who fully

trusts.

The first thing that happened after coming in

contact with this barbarous people, was to perform

a miracle in their presence. It is interesting to see

how soon it changed the minds of this people.

Barbarous and superstitious as they were, they had

their views of right and wrong, with the idea that

the right would be rewarded and the wrong pun

ished. So, when they saw the venomous viper fast

en on the hand of Paul, they, at once, came to the

conclusion that he was a murderer, and though he

had escaped the deserved punishment thus far, it

now meted out to him. So they looked, no

doubt, with fear and concern, to see him sicken and

fall over dead. But as they watched and saw no

swelling of the limb that had been bitten, neither

signs of death, their minds changed and swept clear

over on the other side and declared him to be a

god. No matter what kind they supposed him to

be,—they thought he was one that had supernatural

^93

Eighteen hundred years ago, and more, there

sailed on the bosom of the Mediterranean a ship

whose sign was "Castor and Pollux." Today,
ships, bearing the same sign, may be seen sailing

on this sea, showing that this voyage has been so

impressed on the minds and hearts of the people

that even the name of the ship on which the party

sailed has been perpetuated down through the

ages.

The ; the

1 way
t inter

Thus we pass our judgment on

we do not know. First, we suspicio

Then, after we have watched for son

finding any evidence of imposition,

minds and show our trust of goodnt

pcrs whom
in impostor,

imc, without

change our

as freely as

ost interesting part of the journey

landing at Puteoli, and then taking the Appi
afoot. For a fertile imagination it is a mos
esting picture, to sec this landing, and then follow

the little band on their way northward toward the

great city of Rome. As a soldier on either side

leads the "prisoner for Christ's sake" along, wc
can see the dragging and hear the clanking of the

chains that fetter his hands and feet. " Paul the

aged " at this time. " O how sad," we say. It is a

spectacle for men and for angels, and yet not so,

for this faithful hero. All is done for Christ's sake,

and because it is for him it is a loving service, and
glad, because it is the fulfillment of the promise

made that he shall also witness for him in Rome,
which, to him, was sweeter than life, though the

message should be sealed in blood.

Onward they march, step by step, until they

reach Appii Forum. Here the journey is sweet-

ened by meeting a band of brethren, who had come
out from Rome to meet them, "whom, when Paul

saw, he thanked God and took courage." This, no

doubt, was a blessed meeting, and the kind of meet-

ings we should make and have, all down through

life, "it was not dollars and cents that this soldier

of the cross needed, but sympathy, such as only

Christian hearts can give.

There are thousands to-day who have fought long

and faithfully for the Master, and yet they arc starv-

ing and all discouraged for want of being met on

the way and receiving encouragement and sym-

pathy. Brother, sister, teacher, go out and meet

the weary and discouraged. Greet them with the

love of Christ. h. 0, 11.

There is a wide difference between the man who
is climbing to get closer to God and the man who
is climbing simply to get above other folks.

: did t spic

But while Paul did not claim to be a god, he

showed by his actions that he was a good man. And
this disarmed this people of any further fear, so

that the whole party was taken into their confi-

dence, and all their wants fully attended to, as far

as the people had power to do so. " Who also hon-

ored us with many honors, and when we departed

they ladened us with such things as were neces-

sary,"

This shows the power of the religion of loving

service, which is the religion of Christ, and the re-

ligion that Paul accepted and practiced. In every

soul there is a responsive voice to the ministry of

love. Frozen hearts can be melted much more

readily by the sunbeams of love, than by the

storms of threatenings. If we would win the friend-

ship and confidence of strangers and even our ene-

mies, it can best be done by showing to them deeds

of kindness. This world is cold and unsympathetic

largely because we are so ourselves. People cry

with those who cry, laugh with those who laugh,

and fight with those who fight. This is child-life,

and holds good through all kinds of life. What we

would have others do to us wc must first do to

them. Goodness is more than reflection. It devel-

ops and gives back more than is given.

After remaining with this people over three

months, healing their sick and sharing their hospi-

tality, they leave them much better off than when

they came. They came empty, they leave full, so

that, after all, their misfortune turned out to be a

blessing, both to themselves and to those whom

they visited. While they administered to the phys-

ical wants of the shipwrecked crew, they, in return,

received the spiritual ministry which was, to them,

a thousand timea more valuable ihan all they gave

away.

SERMON OUTLINK.

Tbxt: " If yc love mc, yc will keep my commandments."—

John 14: IS.

I, To all who observe.

1, Men, in general, know enough of Cod's Word to tell

whether we obey or do not ohey God.

2, Our neighbors are influenced and drawn to God when

they see our love manifest in obedience.

3, Obedience puts to silence all skeptics.

II. To the man who obeys.

1, In seasons of doubt we can throw ourselves on God.

2, (n seasons of trial wc can trust God.

3, In seasons of prosperity wc do not forget God,

III, To God who commands.

1. To rstusc to obey shows a lack of trust.

2. To refuse to obey shows a lack of submission.

3. To refuse obedience shows a lack of love.

OUR PRAYER. MEETING-. _

ROBBING OOD.

For Thursday Evening, Nov. 4.

Mai. 3: 8, "Will a man rob God?"

I. How Do We Rob God?

1. By refusing to love him. Deut. 6: 5.

2. By refusing to obey biro. Ex. 19: %.

3. By refusing to use our inlluence for him. Luke in 23.

4 By refusing to give 10 the Lord a just portion of our

substance. 2 Cor. 16: 2.

II. The Penalty.

1. The wrath of God is upon us. Mai. 3: 9.

2. The disobedient will surely suffer. Rev. 20: 15.

3. If not on the Lord's side, be will not own us as his fob-

lowers in heaven. Matt. 7: ", 23-

t\. Unfaithful stewardship taring* loss in the end, LuVe

12: 4S-40.
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CIRCLE NOTES.

BY JAMU

We arc gratified to learn from our Secretary that

many calls are being made for the little book, " Do
Not Say." It is desired to accomplish good in the

distribution of this book, and, of course, the more

books we can put into right places, the more good

will be done. Remember a two-cent stamp to pay

postage and the name and address of yourself or a

rricDd, to whom the book would be a blessing, is all

that is necessary to secure it. But do not fail to

write all names and addresses plainly, that no mis-

takes may occur.

Several have donated stamps to help defray the

expense of sending out these books Our Secretary

is too busy to write personal letters to all donors,

but your donations are much appreciated, never-

theless, and your blessing will not fail. A second

order for one hundred copies of this book has been

sent to the publishers, and we hope to be able to

supply all who call for them.

Below we give a list of

NEW MEMBERS.

7q2, W. E, Biddinger, Meycrsdale, Pa.

793. Lizzie M. Lichty Meyersdale, Pa.

794, Sallic E. Lichty Meyersdale, Pa.

795. Anna M. Lichty Meyersdale, Pa.

796. NoraE. Deardorff Lanaik, 111.

797, Alva Richards, West Manchester, Ohio.

798, Grace E- Gna((ey Meycrsdale, Pa.

791), Sadie E. Gnagey, Meyersdale, Pa.

800, Ellen Miller, Summit Mills, Pa.

801, I. S. Long Bridgewater. Va.

802 A, W. Myers Johnstown, Pa.

803, Charles Beagle, Scmerset, Pa.

S04, Luanda Bowser, Wooster, Ohio,

805, Miriam Claar Queen, Bedford Co.. Pa.

806, Una E.Sanger Bridgewater, Va.

EARLY MARRIAGFS.

It is thought by some that the subject of mar-

riage will regulate itself. But this is a mistake, as

there is no institution belonging to the human fam-

ily that is so much abused as this one- That it may
meet the design of the Creator, there are three

things that should be ca'efully considered,—the

object of marriage, the choosing, and the time.

About the last one named we want to give a

few thoughts, for the careful consideration of our

young readers.

Of late years we have given this subject some
thought and have made a number of observations,

in our travels at home and abroad. One is, that in

communities where our young people give consid

erable attention to education and culture, they do

not marry so early in life as in countries and
communities where these very necessary things are

more or less neglected.

If our observations are correct in this,—and we
think they are,—it opens a field for thought and in-

vestigation. If early marriages are especially de-

oirabje, then education and ridture stand in the

way of a good thing. On the other hand, if early

iages are not, as a rule, desirable, then educa-

tion and culture come in as safeguards against an

evil that is facing our young people.

Another observation we have made is that, in

;ountries a.nd communities where early marriages

ire the rule, the standard of morals is correspond-

ngly low, and improprieties between the sexes are

nore frequent.

For this condition of things there are physical

ind moral causes and reasons. In life there is

physical and mental development. The physical

body must have time for growth and development,

and anything that affects or retards this, is inj-'rious

and should be avoided and guarded against.

Early marriage often has this injurious result.

Anything that affects or retards physical growth,

also affects, disadvantageous^, mental growth, and

moral development and action are dependent

mental power, it can readily be seen that a lower

standard of morals will necessarily follow early mar-

riages.

Again, early marriages stand as barriers against

education and culture. This phase of the subject

requires but little argument to substantiate, as it is

/oice of experience. Of course, there are some

ptions, but we are speaking of the general rule,

and we believe it to be a very general one too.

hen a young man and woman decide to enter

the marriage relation it ought to mean that they are

ready to settle down in life, and fall into their

life's work, whatever that may be. For this they

need a matured physical growth, and a good intel-

lectual development. In other words, the prepara-

: for life's work should be largely made before

entering into these relations, as the opportunities

for making it afterwards are not, as a rule, favor-

able. Marriage generally means, "Stop going to

school, and get down to business."

While married life has its advantages and brings

its fruits of peace, contentment and home life en-

joyments, when wisely entered into, it also brings

with it, especially in the earlier years, its trials, dis-

appointments and perplexities, so that it is not a

favorable time for study and intellectual develop-

ment.

But marriage means more than this. The rela-

tion is a most sacred one, fraught with grave re-

sponsibilities. The essentials to the relation

should be thoroughly understood, as well as the

responsibilities that follow. These are too many
and important to be understood by children and

persons in their " teens." As a result, wlien such

marry, they do it without realizing the responsibili-

ties which they a'e thus taking upon themselves,

and, in many cases, instead of reaping the legiti-

mate fruits of married life, it is made to them a

burden and a disappointment.

There is no more important position of life, in

which persons can be placed, than that of parents.

The charge is one of paramount importance, and to

discharge the duties belonging thereto, requires men
and women of wisdom, culture and mature judg-

ment.

There are places where parents seem to think

that they have no higher duty to perform towards

their children than to prepare them to get married,

and that this preparation means, Accept the first

opportunity. If the son or the daughter can make
a rich catch, all the better. If not, get married, go

to work and make money. They seem to be anx-

ious to get them out of the home-nest as soon as

possible.

To this there can be no lawful objections if chil-

dren are of a mature age and have the necessary

qualifications, so that the functions of the married

relation can be met and its object attained. But

to encourage children to enter this relation without

having the preparation, and understanding the re-

sponsibilities, is sinning against their children,

against society and against God.

Young friends, this is a serious matter for your

consideration and you should consider it well. Do
not allow yourselves to be carried away bv your

youthful impulses. Remember that these are often

Wind and do not see beyond She present reelings.

There can no harm come from waiting until you

sure you are right in your choice and all neces-

sary preparations are made. Study that you fully

omprehend the true situation, and that you may
nter into the relation with your eyes open. Better

lave small disappointments before marriage

than to live through large ones all your life-time,

A partner for life is a big bargain, weal or woe, and

the first one that happens to stir up your affections

not always the one needed to bless your life and

Love at first sight, as a rule, is a fallacy. What
you need, as a criterion, is good common sense.

Use your senses as you would in going into busi-

ness, buying a farm or uniting wi fh the church,—sit

down and count the cost! Ask the Lord earnestly

visdom to decide and you will do well.

THE MISSIONARIES' COVENANT.

BY JOHN R. SNYDER.

Ict. 7, 1805, at Saharunpore, in India, there were

;e men of God together, for the purpose of de-

ng plans and means for the furthering of the

Gospel in India, and to prepare for a deeper conse-

cration, that the Lord's cause might be glorified

through them in that heathen land. At that meet-

ing they drew up the famous spiritual " Covenant."

Nearly a century has elapsed since that famous doc-

ument was published, and while especially pre-

pared for them and their work, it is nevertheless

a precious " rule of faith " for the lover of souls and

world-wide evangelization to this time. Not onlv

will it apply to India, but wherever consecrated

workers to-day are proclaiming freedom from sin.

Through the kindness of Dr. Arthur • T. Pierson

we select the following more important parts of

that famons covenant from his book, "Divine En-

terprise of Missions." (Missionary Reading Course,

No. 9.) It will bear several readings and much
personal reflection.

Thati

ABSOLUTELY

:t an infinite slue upo nortal

souls.

2. That we gain all information of the snares and

delusions in which these heathen are held.

3. That we abstain from all those things which

would increase their prejudices against the Gospel.

4. That we watch all opportunities for doing good.

5. That we keep to the example of Paul and

make the great subject of our preaching, Christ the

Crucified.

6. That the natives should have entire confidence

in us, and feel quite at home in our company.

7. That we build up and watch over the souls

that may be gathered.

8. That we form our native brethren to useful-

ness, fostering every kind of genius, and cherishing

every gift and grace in them, especially advising

the native churches to choose their own pastors

and deacons from amongst their own countrymen.

9. That we labor with all our might in forwarding

translations of the Sacred Scriptures in the lan-

guages of India.

10. That we establish native free schools and rec-

ommend these establishments to other Europeans.

11. That we be constant in prayer and the cultiva-

tion of pergonal religion, to fit us for the discharge

of these laborious and unutterably important la-

bors, Let us often look at Brainerd, in the woods

of America, pouring out his very soul before God
for the perishing heathen, without whose salva-

tion nothing could make him happy.

12. That we give ourselves unreservedly to this

glorious cause. Let us never think that our time,

our gifts, our strength, our families, or even the

clothes we wear, are our own. Let us sanctify them

all to God and His cau^e! O, that he may sanctify

us for his great work! No private family ever en-

joved a greater portion or happiness than we have

done since we resolved to have all things in com-

mon. If we are enabled to persevere, we may hope

that multitudes of converted souls will have reason

to bless God to all eternity for sending his Gospel

to this country.
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" If there were more abiding in I
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)r seventy-five, if you sit down on the record of

four achievements of the past and do not

o keep looking for newer ones, you may
mrc that you have reached your dead-lint

ASIA MINOR ORPHANAGE.

Dear Brethren, Sisters and Little Lambs of

Christ's Flock!

To you, who have kindly contributed

ward the foundation of the Smyrna Orph
age and the support of its twenty-five inmal

wc send hearty Christian salutations, praying

God to bless you all, to prosper and give you

ibe reward due you in saving innocent crea-

tures from starvation, misery and a cruel

death. The Lord reward you a thousandfold

in this world, and give you the "crown incor-

ruptible," "that fadeth not away," in the world

It is just a year ago to-day that the Smyrna
Orphanage was founded, and to tell you a little

about our work, and meantime to give you " an

account of our stewardship" of the sums sent

us through the Board, is to us a pleasure and

a privilege.

We thank God, first of all, that the health of

our dear little ones has always been excellent,

and that, during epidemical times of diphther-

ia, scarlatina and small-pox, the pestilence has

not come nigh us or our dwelling. The work
was new to us when we first undertook it. We
felt then the great responsibility laid upon us,

for we were inexperienced in that line of work,

but with prudence and guidance from on high,

we slowly went ahead, feeling our way and

learning every day something new in the per-

fecting of our work. We have made mistakes,

it is true, but, with these mistakes we have also

learned to do better in the future, for the ex-

perience of the past has been and will be of

untold value to us in days to come.

Wc have endeavored to manage the institu-

tion on a strictly economical basis, and we
gladly feel, as we close our accounts of this

first year's work, that we have somewhat suc-

ceeded in spite of the fears and apprehension

o' friends in America, who thought $jo would
barely support an orphan per annum. In

speaking of a "strictly economical basis," we
<to not mean that our orphans have not bad

good food, good clothes and comfortable beds
to sleep on. We firmly believe it was the in-

tention of the donors that the orphans should

have these things, otherwise the undertaking

would have been neither Christian nor human-
"arian. The expenses of the past year have

amounted to 23,369 Piasters or £119.05. This,

'n American money (rating the pound sterling

at S4.87), would amount, approximately, to

S580.73. This also shows that the expenses of

chrhihl.ri
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we never had the full number of twenty-five
until several months after. The children came
to us gradually, and this must also be taken

The moral tone and atmosphere of the Home,
in this land where co-education is unknown
and the sexes live separate from each other,

has been excellent, and to bring them up in

the fear of God and the nurture and admonition
of the Lord, has been our constant aim. There
are, at present, twenty-five orphans, of whom
eleven lost their parents during the massacres;
the remainder are from Smyrna.
With our thanks to the donors, small and

great, rich and poor, male and female, known
and unknown, we also thank our Committee
for enabling us to move this year into a larger,

more commodious and more ventilated build-

ing,—a building situated in the best street of

the Armenian quarter, and which is an honor
to our church and Brotherhood in far America.
We trust your interest will not abate as years
come on, and that your gifts, prayers, interest,

sympathy, moral and financial support, will

continue as heretofore. " Let us not be
weary in well doing!

"

Smyrna, Asia Minor, Sept. /o.

BULSAR NOTES.

—The value of the rupee is constantly ris-

ing. At the present time one dollar will buy
just about three rupees.

—The average native is an inveterate smok-
er, The little native cigarette he uses is made
of the pure tobacco leaf, wrapped in another
small leaf, and costs at the rate of two Ci

for fifty.

—Eld. Lambert, of the Mcnnonite Brethre

again a few days with us. His visits cheei

very much. He is full of energy and zeal for

the work, and a genuine American, so much
like one of our own Brethren, that we seem to

be having a reunion when he is here with us.

—Our sales for the poor are now sometimes
on and sometimes off. The funds are running

low, so, when we have sold a supply, we close

up shop and send .ill the money to Bombay for

more rice. Then two or three days pass till

we are ready for business again. In the mean-
while we can rest a little from the labor in-

curred in daily selling, and we can also find

out bow much our efforts are appreciated.

—Out preaching among the villages, yester-

day, we found several who said they were
ready to become Christians. I asked one why
he wished to be a Christian. He said, " For
my soul's sake." 1 asked when he began to

think of these things. He said, " When all the

people were working on the tank, then first 1

heard." "Is your father living?" "Yes."

"Mother?" "Yes." "What do they say?"

"Do what you like." "Will they become
Christians too?" "No." "Why not?" "They
say they are old now, and why should they

change in their old age? " "Are there any oth-

ers of your friends who wish to become Chris-

tians? " " No, they say they will put me out of

caste, they will drive me out of town, but what

can I do? I am a little afraid, but / believe."

We hope to have baptism soon again.

—To-day we secured a suitable house for

one year, after a great deal of jangling and ar-

guing, etc., for the famine orphans we are

about to take. The landlord is so hard that I

am disgusted. But the house suits our purpos-

— 1 now openly register my conviction freely

that the time has come for us to procure land

and erect such buildings as our work may re-

quire. 1 think we should secure a site far

enough from town to be private for any visitor

or religious enquirer, so that he need not be

afraid of being seen. Again the orphan chil-

dren should be far enough from the town so

that our influence will prevail and not the in-

fluence of the heathen surroundings, Proba-

bly I am too slow in action on some things, but

I say now freely, that this is how 1 feel about

the matter.

—The famine is not ended yet. High prices

have not ceased yet. Plentyhas not begun to

reign yet. Many are starving yet. Good peo-

ple and the government are doing all they can

to help the fallen. Government has taken

many orphans and will give them out to those

who are capable to rare (or them, of whatever

religion, And 1 have heard, that government

expects 10 jry [o^ive out all the orpha^i pos-

sible in January, and will also give two rupees
per head per month for seven years to the per-

sons keeping the children. In this way gov.

ernment will do a good thing, and the mission
aries have help in a difficult work. It seems
to me that here is a chance that we ought nol

be slow to take advantage of. Let us do what
we can while God is opening the door so wide-

ly to us.

Sept. 17,

MR. LINCOLN'S KINDNESS TO ANIMALS,

THREE tiny kittens were crawling about the

tent at the time. The mother had died,

the littlewanderers were expressing their grief

by mewing piteously. Mr. Lincoln picked
them up, took them on his lap, stroked their

soft fur, and murmured: " Poor little creatures,

don't cry; you'll be taken good care of," and
turning to Bowers, said: "Colonel, I hope you
will see that these poor little motherless waifs

are given plenty of milk and treated kindly.'

Bowers replied: " 1 will see, Mr. President

that they are taken in charge by the cook of

our mess, and are well cared for." Several
times during his stay Mr. Lincoln was found
fondling these kittens. He would wipe thei

eyes tenderly with his handkerchief, stroke

their smooth coats, and listen to them purring
their gratitude to him. It was a curious sight

at an army headquarters, upon the eve o

great military crisis in the nation's history,

see the hand which had affixed the signature

to the Emancipation Proclamation, and had
signed the commissions of all the hei

who served the cause of the union, from the

gencral-in-chief to the lowest lieutenant, t<

derly caressing three stray kittens. It well

lustrati-d the kindness of the man's dispusith

and showed the childlike simp. icily which v

mingled with the grandeur of his nature.— 1

Century.

OUR RESPONSIBILITY.

How far are wc responsible for the cotiv

sion of the world? To whom? Why? What
is wanting if we do not feel our responsibility

How did the early disciples discharge thei

responsibility" Our opportunities and dut;

compared with theirs. Responsibility as af

fected by privileges, How is the world to b<

won for Christ?

The loudest calls foi

How much remains to

How the church is in

nary work 1

The betw

and the missionary spirit.

The effect of a sense of responsibility on out

The call to missionary work, and prepara-

tion for the work.

The special responsibility of young people,

The missionary movement among the young.

(JIVING AND GETTING.

"I don't see how foreign missions help the

home churches," said Lou Baker, looking up

at her mother. "The preacher said they did,

yesterday, when he was preaching about mis-

" Do you remember the beautiful beds ol

nasturtiums Mrs. Snow and I had last sum-

mer, Lou? " asked her mother.

" Yes. But—"
"But what has that to do with missions?"

replied her mother, smiling. " Let's see. Mrs.

Snow would not cut her flowers, you remem-

ber. Her bed was a perfect blaze of color for

a while. She wanted it to be the finest in

town, and for a short time it was. Then the

vines began to die, though she gave them the

best of attention. Before August there was

nothing but dry stems left, The flowers had

bloomed themselves to death and withdrawn

all the life from the roots.

"This year she did not plant any nastur-

tiums; she said they did not pay. My bed

bloomed until frost. 1 was on the flower com-

mittee for the hospital, and sen! great bunches

of my nasturtiums every week to the sick peo-

ple. I could not he'p it, they were so lovely,

and brought so much brightness into the long,

bare wards. I never thought of saving my
plants or giving away my (lowers, but so it

"So you think, mamma, that the more we

give to foreign missions, the more we have at

"' There is that ficnticretfa, and yet Increxp

cth; ami there it tbaj wiiMiottUth nw/c stun

is meet, but it tendeth to poverty,"' quoted
Mrs. Baker. " When I saw the joy those flow-

ers, gleaming like great blotches of red and
yellow sunshine, brought into the days of these

poor sick ones, I loved my (lowers more than
ever before, and thanked God more heartily

than I had ever done for the beautiful gift of

the (lowers. They taught me a lesson on for-

eign missions.

" If we do not share our blessings and our
joys, the beautiful (lower of unselfish love will

dry up and die in our hearts. When we give
of our means and see the blessings we have
sent, bringing such joy and blessing into dark,
sinsiek lives of others, our hearts arc filled

with a greater love than ever before to God
who gave us these blessings, and so more and
more he pours in upon our hearts, thus open
to receive it, his love, that we may in turn
pour this love out upon others. Now, my dear,
do you know what the preacher meant when
he talked of a church drying up; and, on the
other hand, do you see what our dear Savior
meant, when he said that to him that giveth
shall be given?"

And Lou, looking far into the evening sun-
shine, thought she saw.

—

Onward.

lltOM THE FIELD.

Dryden, Ark I held a series of seven ser-

mons, three of which were on select texts, pre-

sented by the congregation, vis, [a] "What
must I do to be saved?" {/>) "One Lord, one
faith, one baptism."

(, )
" Person, Office and

Work of the Holy Spirit." Notes were taken by
the congregation and many "Amens" to the

thoughts presented, on the second of ahove
texts, mostly by Campbcllites, however. An-
other series began three days ago with some
interest manifesl. Probabilities arc that the

season w'ill close without very great results,—

visible at least. Our aim is, if possible, to lay

a solid foundation upon which to build in the

future as the Lord may bless us. Wc have so

many faiths to meet that it seems hard to get
a foothold for the " one faith." Wc were much
encouraged by the presence of our elder, -Bra.

H. Brubaker, ol Knoxville, Ark., and Bro.

Bradley, of Chismville, Ark., at our council.

On the whole wc feci to "thank God and take

courage."—B. E. A'ester, Oct. j.

Washington, D. C—Our Sunday school

continues promising, and wc expect that many
of the children will be trained for the Lord
through it, and doubtless through them many
of their parents brought to Christ. Though the

work seems slow to us, yet we believe that God,
in his own good time, will doubtless bring it to

pass. "Cast thy bread upon the waters, for

thou shalt find it after many days." A much
greater work could be done, had we a church
building to invite the people to. If more of

our members could have the experience of

trying lo get people to attend services in a

hall, in a city of this size, full of churches, I

think our church building would be forthcom-

ng.

"Great our need, but greater far

Is our Father's loving power;
He upholds i-.if.h mighty star,

"Ask r t Him still,

t when, but wait his will,

Simply on his word rely,

God shall all your need supply,"

—Alary £. Martin, Oct, '.

Laforge, Mo.— If I were to compromise the

demands ol (he Gospel with the desires of the

people, I would have to report several bap-

:ed this month, but as my reports, together

th my life, will appear in the judgment, 2

jr. 5: 10, I fail to see anything to induce me
compromise. Compromise is the devil's

greatest snare. If the young lady that gave

her hand, to be baptized, and others, that

halting between two opinions, were to come
humbly, and, Saul-like, say, " lord, what wilt

thou have me to do?" the scales of modern
skepticism would begin to fall and they would

get the spirit of Mark 9: 24. Brethren, we need

help. Who will be the first to come?—Ira P.

Lay, Sept. jo.

Chicago, 111.—Considerable interest" is now
auifested, as our increased average attend-

ee indicates ;i gain "I twenty-one in Sunday

school attendance, ten in both prayer meeting

and church services, and \~\ve in largest con-

regations. We hope to maintain this interest

throughout the (all and winter - '' '•

/,,; Sr/l.jo,
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Bro. J. E Crist, of Gardner, Kins., changes his

address to Chismvillc, Ark.

The Brethren in Michigan are thinking of open-

ng a children's mission in Grand Rapids,

Apier Nov. 10, Bro. Jerry Bottorff, now of Indi-

ma, should be addressed at Odell, Washington Co.,

When last heard from, Bro. Win. M, Howe wa

at Clarence, N. Y., we presume, engaged in a serie

of meetings.

Six accessions by confession and baptism, am

one reclaimed, are reported in the Cheat Rive

church, Preston C?„ W. Va.

Bro. Silas Hoover closed his series of meetings

in the Sugar Creek church, Ohio, with eight con-

versions. One is also to be reclaimed.

Bro. John P. Bailey is to represent Southern

Iowa on the next Standing Committee. The Dis-

trict sends no papers to the Conference.

A series of meetings at Appanoose, Kans., was

recently closed with eleven accessions by confession

and baptism. Bro. C. H. Brown did the preaching.

Bro. N. B, Christnbr writes us that Bro. Geo.

W. Lowry, of Glade, Pa., has gone to his long

home. He died very suddenly, on the evening of

Oct. 21.

As the result of a seriej of meetings, recently

held in the Plum Creek church, Pennsylvania, sev-

enteen united with the church. Later on, three

more applied for membership.

Bro. S. H. Myers, of Timberville, Va , closed

his career on earth last Monday. He was a man
of some influence in his State, and his untimely

death will be greatly regretted.

The Brethren in Tennessee and North Carolina

are meeting with commendable success in their

home mission work. They report fifty-four acces-

sions since their last District Meeting.

To several belated ones we bee to state that the

time for making corrections in the Ministerial List,

in the Almanac, closed nearly one month ago.

The publication is now printed, and has been

mailed to those entitled to it.

The unusual amount of correspondence this

week, crowds out the Home and Family and Quer-

ists' Departments, along with a number of our ad-

vertisements. And still we had to cut nearly all of

the matter down, m«re or less, to find room for it

5SSQ 3 : .-.-:

i) H£ The Messenger to the end of 1898, the

Llttv Almanac for 189S, and a good Teachers'

ronouncing Bible, all for 5275. If you do not

have the particulars, write us.

riting from the Maple Grove church, Mary-

land, under date of Oct. 24, Bro. M. Miller says,

'Three were baptized here during a recent scries

-f meetings, held by Bro. Jasper Barnthouse."

We still bave on hand a few copies of the Full

Report, and can fill orders at twenty-five cents a

copy. What we have left, are of the second cdi-

011. This is the first time we ever had to get out

second edition of the Report.

Bro, W. R. Miller closed his series of meetings

the Waddam's Grove church, at the Chelsea

house, last Sunday evening. He reports an excel-

lent interest and large congregations. He gave us a

call on his way to Chicago.

Bro, L. Frank Haas is holding some good meet-

ings in Pennsylvania. His series of services, at

Conestoga, closed v/ith fourteen accessions. These

: all baptized just before the feast, a very fitting

duty to perform before going to the Lord's table.

Brother and Sister Miller are spending a short

time in the East. They will visit the mission in

Brooklyn, and, on their return, will stop at Phila

delphia and Washington. In all probability they

ill have the privilege of seeing our missionaries

til.

The Minutes of the District Meeting of Southern

liuois indicate that there was considerable busi-

es before the meeting, and also that no small

amount of attention was given to the mission cause

the District. Three papers go to the Anuual

Meeting.

Bro. J. C. Murray drove over from Polo last

Tuesday, and spent a few hours with us. He is

iw in the midst of a series of meetings in Polo,

d reports interesting meetings and full houses

Last Sunday evening about fifty had to be turned

away, there not being room in the house for them.

Before this paper reaches our readers, the four

missionaries will be far out on the great Atlantic.

t fail to remember them at the throne of

', aught we know, theirs may be a stormy

voyage, attended with many dangers. But God is

h them, and he will stand by all of his faithful

bassadors.

Iave you not a half-dozen or more friends, to

whom you would like us to send a copy of our spe-

ng the picture of our Premium Bi-

ble? If so, send us the names and addresses, and

we will send the paper?. We still have a few cop-

ies on hand, and would like to get them out and

put them to work.

ndia, and

s to be of

This news will

Five more have been baptized

among them a young man who pro

some use to the mission

cause much rejoicing among those who are so great'

ly interested in the work among the heathen

Next week Bro, Stover will tell the story in hi:

own interesting way.

Judging from the Minutes, the late District Meet-

ing of Michigan devoted its entire attention to mis-

sion work. The District is preparing for aggres-

sive work along this line, and we arc very much
pleased with the spirit manifested in her proceed-

ings. Bro. Daniel Chambers is to represent the

District on the Standing Committee.

So far, this season, we have printed nearly all the

Minutes of the District Meetings sent out, and we

are sure that our people will find the work done in

a creditable manner. Occasionally a District sends

out Minutes that are no credit to the great work

in which the Brethren church is engaged, Let us

learn to do a good work at all of our Conferences,

and then put it before the readers in a form th.it

y;Ul command attention.

Oct, 30, 189;,

The colonization spirit is taking a strong hold c

our Brethren, in some localities, and we now tool-

for a number of colonies to be established in the

near future. This is an excellent way of enlarging

the borders of Zion, and we bid all such movements
God-speed, We trust that each

result in one or more strong church

If there are those in your neighborhood who arc

puzzled about the different modes of baptism, now
in use, send ten cents to this office for three copies

of " One Baptism, ' and give a copy to each of them.

This is a pamphlet of forty-two neatly-printed

pages, and should be widely distributed. Its aim

is to show that trine immersion is the only common
ground of union in baptism.

Not a day passes that we do 1

ber of orders for our Premium Bible and the

senger. Well, we are now prepared to handle the

orders just as fast as they come, and the more the

better. The demand for the Bible is much greater

than we had anticipated, but, since we have in-

creased our stock, we feel assured that we can

meet every possible demand in this^lirection.

Next week wc shall publish some interesting ar-

ticles concerning the work of the ministry, by

preachers of wide experience. Some of the writers

relate their experience in early life, and their exam-

ple, in this respect, might be imitated by a score or

more of others. Our readers would enjoy reading

more of the trials and triumphs of preachers who

have become widely known in the Brotherhood,

In a private letter to Bro. Miller, Bro. Fercktn

reports the baptism of a Greek brother, Protho

Pinyatsglon. His home is Cxsarea, and he is able

to speak both the Greek and Turkish fluently.

Bro. Ferckeo is much gratified, and we are sure all

will rejoice that the Lord continues to bless his ef-

forts. May the Word of Truth reach many hearts

in Asia Minor, and primitive Christianity again

floutish in the Seven Churches of Asia.

The when the doc

please a member, for the reason that his hcariagisat

its worst, while the minister may be doing his very

best. Let there be more good hearing, and less

will be said about poor sermons, Ministers, 1

ever, who must work six days out of seven, to make

a living, cannot be expected to deliver as well-pre-

pared sermons as those who have plenty of time to

read up, and be at their very best when they preach,

Bro, F. P. Cassel writes us that the small group

of colored members, on the Eastern Shore of Mary-

land, are getting along very pleasantly. They are

now erecting a house of worship, and, as soon as

that is completed, it is thought that it might be

well to organize them and put them to work. H

we could get a few congregations in a working 1

dition, among these people, they might accomplish

no small amount of good. Let

At this time Bro. J. G. Royer is holding some

meetings in Iowa. A report has gone out that he

is no longer connected with the Mt. Morris College

This is a mistake, and needs to be corrected. Bro.

Royer is President of the Mt. Morris College, and

spends most of his time in the field, in the interest

of the institution. The managers of the school

tell us that there has never been any thought of

disposing of his valuable services. This statement

is made at the request of the trustees,

A brother writes that he has been distributing

the Messenger freely in his locality, and pre

ing earnestly, but could see no good results. Ju sl

when he thought of giving up in despair, six

plied for membership. Others came later. He

was too quickly discouraged. The Lord's servants

should never think of relaxing their efforts, though

they never see any results of their labors. The

Master desires all of his ministers to remain faith-

ful proclaimed of the Gospel as long as they a*

able to rightly divide and properly present tb*

Word of Truth,



Oct. 30, 1897.

Those sending us reports of Ministerial and Sun-

day school Meetings, must have a great deal of pa-

tience, for we are receiving so much matter along

this line, that it is just impossible to find room for

all of it as soon as the different writers would like

their communications to appear. We do not want
to encroach too much on our essay department
With these reports, and, for that reason, some of

them must wait a few weeks. We also suggest as

much brevity in reports of this character, as the

nature of the case will permit. For the columns of

the Messenger, along this line, as well as along all

others, we want only the best thoughts, and these

should be put in the best possible form.

Some of our readers will not fully agree with Bro.

Howard Miller, regarding some of the statements

made in his communication, which appears in this

issue, and we may be classed with that number,

but we believe that the time has come, in the his-

tory of the Brotherhood, when writers should be

permitted to express themselves with considerable

freedom, on the leading questions, before our peo-

ple, without any fear of giviog offense, There are

many things that ought to be said, but, out of re-

spect for the feelings of a few of our readers, they

have been withheld, but we hope the time is here

when we can bear stronger food, even if it docs not

fully accord with our views. This need not lead to

controversy, but it ought to lead to a more careful

study of the Word and our conditions.

Mr, J. H. Huber, of North Branch, Minn., son of

Prof. Huber, so widely known among our people

on account of his connection with the McPherson

College, a number of years, called on us this week.

He reports his father well, but somewhat feeble be-

cause of his age, he being now in his seventy-ninth

year. For the last few years Bro. Huber has been

making his home with his son, and has -devoted all

of his time and energies to his Commentary on the

New Testament. The manuscript is now com-

pleted, and the publishing of the work is under ad-

visement. Bro, Huber is an accomplished scholar,

especially in some of the oriental languages, and

his contemplated Commentary has been looked for-

ward to, by those who know him best, with a good

deal of interest, ___^______
The issue of the Messenger, we shall send out

about two weeks before Christmas, will be a special

issue, made up mainly of short communications

pertaining to some line of thought relating to

Christmas. There are a number of things that

many of cur readers would like to say in a very

brief way, and in that issue we propose to give a

hundred or more of them an opportunity of doing

so. No article for this issue should contain over

four hundred words, and must be written on one

side of the sheet only, and be made up of matter

suitable for Christmas reading, If any of our r

crs have something real good to say, let us have

it not later than Dec. 1. Our object is to get the

paper into the hands of our people at least one

week prior to Christmas. Let us see who can givi

the best thought in the most concise manner!

Occasionally a subscriber permits his subscrip

tion for the Messenger to expire and fails to re

new. To such we are in the habit of continuing tht

paper, and then, in case they do not renew in ;

reasonable length of time, we send them a notict

reminding them of the fact. Such notices are usu

ally received kindly. Here is what one of the de

linquent subscribers has to say in reply to the no-

tice sent htm: " I am sorry to say this was i

oversight of mine, for I think so much of the p

per that I could not think of having it discontin-

ued. Why I forgot to attend to this matter I can-

not tell. I would not have thought of it if you had

not called my attention to it." This is the way we

like to have people write. It shows that they ap-

preciate our efforts, We hope that all of those

who receive notices of this kind will write as kind-

ly. Should any mistakes occur in the notices se

out, we will take pleasure in correcting them wh.

reminded of the errom.

Glancing over the Minutes of Northern Iowa,

innesota, etc., we notice that no queries are sent

to the Annual Meeting, but that a good deal of at-

tention is being given to mission work and the Sun-
day school cause. The District has arranged to

purchase a large tent for use at mission points.

We are pleased to see our Brethren in Iowa lead-

ing out in missionary work along this line. It

would be well if all of the Districts should become
more aggressive in this direction. Our people
must do more in the way of spreading the Gospel,

and we arc here to encourage them in every lawful

move for that purpose.

About Thanksgiving we shall issue cur doctrinal

number, an edition of not less than 50,000 copies,

If possible, we want to make it still better than the

doctrinal issue sent out last year. We have seen

so many evidences of the good results of these

special efforts that we are encouraged to continue

them from year to year. Last season we did not

print enough to supply the great demand for copies

to be distributed among those seeking for more
light concerning the teachings of the New Testa-

ment, and for that reason we are arranging to print

more this year than at any previous time. Those
desiring copies to hand to their neighbors, and
such friends as are inclined to read and consider

the Truth, will please write us at once, stating the

number of copies desired, so they may be placed

on file. Especially are we anxious to have copies

widely distributed in new fields and at isolated

points. Our missionaries everywhere, ought to

make a good use of this issue. Hence, we repeat,

Send in your orders now, so they may be booked

and filled at an early date. While the papers will

be for free distribution, still we want every copy to

be used judiciously, and to do at least some good.

MIND MYSTERIES.

The world is full of men and women who profess

to be able, through various influences, mental and

otherwise, to heal bodily disease. There are faith-

healers by the score, and Christian scientists by the

hundred, in this country, and shrines and sacred

places with reputed healing powers in all parts of

the old world, In the teaching concerning these

mediums of healing, much error is extant, and

many people are led astray by hopes that are never

to be realized.

Bro. J. S. Flory, who has given many years to the

study of subjects, here referred to, has written, and

is now having published, a book under the title of

" Mind Mysteries," in which he gives much valua-

ble information on faith-healing and kindred topics.

We had the privilege of examining the manuscript,

and do not hesitate to recommend it to our breth-

ren and sisters generally. It should be read by all,

so that all may be informed on the important topic

discussed. It will be especially valuable to our

people, as it sets forth very fully the Bible doctrine

of divine healing. In some places the Christian

scientists are disturbing our members, and, we be-

lieve, that a careful reading of " Mind Mysteries
"

will help them meet this erroneous doctrine.

Bro. Flory informs us that the proceeds in excess

of the expenses, in the publication and sale of the

present edition of the book, will be turned over to

the mission work of the church. We bespeak for

" Mind Mysteries " a large sale. It should find a

place in all our homes, as it will doubtless be very

helpful in preparing us to meet the many fallacies,

concerning faith-healing, that are I

ously taught in these days.

industri-

THE NEXT ANNUAL MEETINCf.

We cannot say as much this week regarding the

place selected for the Annual Meeting as we had

intended. More will be given later on. This much

we can say. and it will be of interest, Naperville,

where tbe meeting is to ba held, is about twenty-

697

miles west of Chicago, and on one of the best

oads in the West. It will be able to handle all

the people likely to attend the Conference. All

trains out of Chicago will start for the Park from the
Union D;pot. This will make it convenient for

those coming from the East, as good connections

are generally made. The trains stop at the Park
where the Conference wilt be held. This will be
quite an accommodation. The Park itself is a large,

native oak grove, inclosed and well provided with

numerous seats for the benefit of those who love to

enjoy the social feature of a gathering like our
Annual Meeting.

It also contains a number of buildings that will

answer a good purpose. The Tabernacle and din-

ing hall will have to be erected. There will also

be ample water on the ground to answer every pur-

pose. It will also be lighted with electricity.

The lodging arrangements, from what we can un-

derstand, will be good, and the transportation con-

veniences all that could be desired for those who
do not prefer to walk to their lodging places in the

city, just adjoining,

Naperville is to one side of the Brotherhood in

Northern Illinois, but it is easy of access, and the

location will doubtless give the best of satisfaction.

We believe the Committee acted wisely in locating

the Meeting at that place, for here they can secure

favors which will be of great advantage to them in

making the Meeting a real success. We arc sure

that the location will please the Brethren in the

East, and for those in the West, there is, perhaps,

no better point. We look forward to the Meeting

with a good deal of interest, trusting that the Spir-

it of the Lord may so direct the affairs of the king-

dom, as to enable our people to hold a Conference

here, whose influence will be far-reaching for good.

UNITY OF FAITH AND PRACTICE.

EXPLAIN Eph, 2; 15 and Col. a; I4> which reads, "Having
abolished in his llesh the enmity, even the law of command-
merits, contained in ordinances, for to make in faimiclf of

twain one new man, so making peace," Eph, 2: 15, " Blot-

ting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us,

aDd took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross." Col, 2: 14.

Do the above Scriptures refer to the uniformity of the Jewish

practice, or do they refer to the law that was between the Jew
and Gentile, or neither? I had a controversy with an "Al-
bright " preacher, and he contended that the above texts of

Scripture do away with the uniformity of practice in tbc

church today, that we are at liberty to practice any mode of

baptism, and may observe the Lord's Supper at any lime of

the day. He claimed the churches were a unit in purpose,

but not in practice, and based his claims upon the two Scrip-

tures referred to. Jasper Barnthousb.

The purpose of Paul, in the two Scriptures cited,

was to show that the old Jewish law, with all of its

ordinances, rites and ceremonies, had been abol-

ished, nailed to the cross, and taken out of the

way, thus placing Jew and Gentile on a level, so

far as the Gospel is concerned, with the middle

wall of partition between them broken down. With

the old law,—its rites and ceremonies out of the

way, Paul could then preach the same Gospel to

both the Jews and the Gentiles, and bring them to-

gether in one body, on the New Testament plat-

form. To maintain that the purpose of Paul was to

set aside the unity of faith and practice, established

by Jesus Christ, confirmed by the Holy Spirit, and

taught by the other apostles, is to completely ig-

nore the whole Christian system, as given by Jesus.

In Eph. 4; 3-6, this unity, as it relates to faith and

practice, is set forth by Paul himself, as plain as

language can make it. The position taken by the

preacher, mentioned by our querist, is a modern ex-

cuse for violating the plain teachings of the Gospel.

This Gospel teaches that there is one Lord, one

faith, one baptism, and that we should keep the or-

dinances as they have been delivered unto us, and

to maintain otherwise is to wrest the Scripture to

our own condemnation, J.
», ft
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A Trip to the Northwest.

Sept. 7 wife and I started on a tour to the North-

west and visited Areola, Minn., and Carrington,

Leeds and Minnewaukon, N. Dak. In our trip out

we left an appointment at the former place, to be

filled on our return. At Minnewaukon we visited

one of the Anderson deacons, who had emigrated

to the new country. He and his family are doing

well and enjoying the best of health. Here is a

good opening for the Brethren to do good. We
arranged for meetings for the future.

At Carrington we found the cause of Christ in a

prosperous condition. Quite a large membership

worship at this place.

Our next place was Areola, Minn., eight miles

north of Stillwater, and twenty miles from St. Paul.

Here, indeed, the harvest is great but the laborers

are few. The Congregationalists had years ago

erected a house, but have abandoned the cause long

since, Here the doctrine of the Brethren is entire-

ly new. We held two services and never saw such

attention and interest as was manifested. Some
came who had never before been known to go to

the house of the Lord- I would like to call the

attention of the ministering brethren to this par-

ticular place, and request them to stop off and hold

services. There is a great call for more preaching

and. if attended to, a nourishing congregation

might readily be formed. Any one desirous of at-

tending to this call should address William Alcorn,

Stillwater, Minn. John R. Wellington.
Reed, Ind.

Prom the Mercer Church, Ohio.

Sept. 3 was our council in the Macedon house,

preparatory to our love feast, which was held at the

same place Oct, 8. It was the first love feast ever

held in that place. The order and attendance were

good. The ministerial force was ample, and we
had a good meeting. As the ministers and the

church felt the need of more help in the Lord's

vineyard, a choice was held for one minister and

one deacon. The lot fell on Bro. Calvin Gowbona
for minister, and Bro. George Turner for deacon.

One sister, seventy-six years of age, was added to

the church by baptism. The prospect is good for

some more to come soon, at this place. A church
property has just recently been bought in the vil-

lage of Macedon. We hope the cause may pros-

per in that place! J. B, Detrich.
Early, Ohio, Oct. 13.

The Half Century .Mark.

The Meadow Branch church's half century mile-

stone has been passed. The boys and girls of fifty

years ago, at this place," are among the veteran

standard-bearers of the church to-day. Many who
have moved away, and others, near by, have gladly
returned again and again to this hallowed spot.

They love to tread its sacred courts and catch fresh

inspiration, and, Joshua-like, renew vows and con-

secrations for the Master's service. Many, if not

all, of the good old fathers and mothers of then
are now sleeping in the neatly-kept church-yard
near by, and, while the church has a healthful and
vigorous membership, and a fair per cent of young
members, it awaits to be seen how many, now being
fed from the sacrificing hands of those who are car-

iog for, and instructing, in its church services, and
in its large and prosperous Sunday school, will

come out as fruit-bearers of an hundredfold, and
how many will be found faithful in the great and
coming day.

The love feast, Oct. 9 and 10, was truly a feast to

the soul, and the multiplied hundreds, who had the
pleasure of attending, might.weJi say, "It was good

to be there." Bro. A. B. Barnhart, of Hagers-

town, Md., and Bro. O. V. Long, of Abbottstown,

Pa., gave us soul-inspiring sermons, long to be re-

membered, while we also had the pleasure of the

presence and assistance of many adjoining minister-

ing brethren. The old stone churchhouse, with a

seating capacity of four or five hundred, is ample
for all ordinary occasions, but usually too small for

gatherings of this kind. With the main floor

crowded, thirty or more members were obliged to

retire to the tables in the basement for the evening

meal or Lord's Supper. May the prayers of the

faithful ever go out for our elder and the Lord's

people in this charge, and if another half century

is permitted to roll over this church, may she ever

have the Spirit's power to support staunch defend-

ers at home, and heralds to bear the "good news"
abroad, and in the end be found valiant and vic-

torious, and come off more than conqueror on the

Lord's side. W. E. Roop.
Westminster, Md.

From Cando, N. Dak.

It is more than a year since I first came to Can-

do, N. Dak., and I am now fairly started on my
second year's work. Although I returned to my
home in Mr. Morris, 111., for the summer vacation,

I have seen about all the seasons here, having re-

turned to this p'ace in August. The weather now
is very delightful and warm, We have had no

cold, gloomy days, but very pleasant weather dur-

ing all the month. This is quite fortunate, for

this is the farmer's busy season, and the time when
damp, rainy weather would be quite injurious to

the wheat. It is a very pleasant sight to see the

great fields of grain in shock, as far as the eye can

n every direction. Such pictures help one to

realize thit the future holds much in store for this

untry.

At this place we have a strong church, consid-

ing thr: length of time it has been organized.

iiere are several hundred members, with services

held at a number of different points. Our church-

louse is in the country, but we also have two
hurch services and one Sunday school service in

town each Sunday. We very much need a house
r worship in town, and I hope and pray that the

ne may soon come when we shall have a good
>use in Cando.

All our services are well attended, and while

ose who are here are doing the best they can,

ore workers,—faithful, efficient ones,—could be

utilized very advantageously. A large majority

of the Brethren, who are here, may be said to be

n limited circumstances, and so cannot be expect-

:d to devote so much of their time and energies

directly to the advancement of the church. While
they are doing much to forward the cause of Christ,

they have families, the support of which must not

: neglected

Oh, that more of our young brethren and sisters,

[10 are strong, physically, mentally and spiritual-

ly, would push out into more active work! How
they would grow in faith, and how the Lord's

cause would be forwarded by them! May the Lord
help all of us who are here, and may he, in his own
way, bring many more strong and faithful ones into

the unoccupied fields of the Northwest!

Lilly Royer.
Oct. 4.

From the Ottawa Church, Kans.

Sept. 23 this church met in council to hear the

report of the annual visit, and arrange for the love

feast. The church chose Sister Mary Eshelman,
correspondent. Oct. 6, we held our love feast,

which is always held in the dining hall, in Forest

Park. The hall, stoves for cooking with gas, ta-

bles and chairs, are furnished by the city free,

which is better than the meetinghouse. About
one hundred members communed. There were al-

so many outsiders present.

The ministerial force was not strong in number,
which added to the interest of the meeting,, as no
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time was lost in "wishing the liberty," and all slow
to take it. Eld. C. T. Heckman officiated, assisted

in the preaching by brethren S. Harshman and J. E.
Crist.

The church having been without a resident min-
ister for some time, an election was held and, by a

majority vote, our young brother, Jesse Blicken-

staff, was chosen and installed with much solemni-

ty. Bro. Jesse and wife have only been members
about three months. After the installation we had
a children's meeting, conducted by the elder in

charge. At 11 A. M. Bro. Heckman preached from
Luke 13: 24, The services closed with a farewell

address by Bro. J. E. Crist, who will leave, in a few

days, for Arkansas. I. H. Crist.

Gardner, Kant.

From the North Solomon Church, Kans.

We held our Communion Oct. 8. Early on Fri-

day evening the dear members and friends be-

gan to come in. Bro. Himes, from the Dorrance

church, preached on Friday night. On Saturday

morning we were reinforced by Bro. C. S. Holsing-

er, of Belleville, who delivered a soul-cheering ser-

mon. Bro Noah Wagoner, and others, from the

Red Cloud church, Nebr., arrived later on, and Bro.

Noah Wagoner preached in the afternoon to an at-

tentive congregation. Our feast was represented

by five of the adjoining churches. The evening

services were very impressive. This church, feel-

ing the great need of more laborers, the church

decided to hold a choice for a speaker. The
lot fell on Bro. John Wagoner, who was duly in-

stalled by Bro. C. S. Holsinger, who also officiated

at the feast, On Sunday morning we had one of

the best children's meetings we ever attended, fol-

lowed by one of Bro. Holsinger's cheering s

In the evening Bro. Noah Wagoner preached.

John F. Cli
Oct. 11.

From Hudson, III.

On our homeward trip from the Ministerial and
District Meetings, we were accompanied by breth-

ren J. Barnhart, of Mansfield, 111,, and J. S. Flory, of

Los Angeles, Cal., to attend our love feast. We
wondered whether we would be favored with such

a glorious "sitting together in heavenly places in

Christ Jesus," as we enjoyed at the Ministerial

Meeting, but the last seems always the best. Quite

a number of visiting members attended our feast,

which made it the more enjoyable to us, Besides

the exercises of the Communion services, the

brethren preached three sermons, all of which were
profound, and left impressions which still linger

with us. All the services were well attended and
good impressions were made, A solemn feature,

however, attended our otherwise good meetings.

Not far from the place of meeting a dear, aged
brother lay with life and death contending for the

victory. He still survives at this writing.

Thos D. Lyon.
Oct. 13.

Death of Sister Ellen Hyre.

Ellkn Brumbaugh, the wife of Eld. Leonard
Hyre, was born Sept. 2, 1837, and died Oct. 5, 1897,

aged 60 years, I month and 3 days.

Deceased was the mother of four sons and seven
daughters. One son and one daughter preceded
her to the spirit land. The husband, six daugh-
ters and three sons remain.

Sister Ellen Hyre, with her husband, Eld. Leon-
ard Hyre, united with the church at Blue River, in

1856, where she lived a consistent member until

death. Her husband was elected to the ministry

in 1866, and about the year 1885 was ordained to

the full ministry by elders Jeremiah Gump and
James Barton.

In the death of Sister Hyre the husband has lost

a loving wife. She stood by him in all of his tri-

als and was truly a help-mate to him, especially in

the ministry. Her sorrows and afflictions were

many in life/ but she bore them patiently to the
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last, and said she was ready to go. Sometime pre-

vious to her death, she was anointed. The chil-

dren lost a mother indeed, for she had great con-

cern for their welfare. In our prayer meetings she

seldom failed to invoke the blessing of God upon

them. When her children were afflicted she would

bear all the burden if she could.

If there was any affliction in the neighborhood

Sister Hyre was the first to help bear the burden.

Last, but not least, the church suffers a loss that is

irreparable at this time. Her influence was far-

reaching, both in and out of the church. Her

death was a shock in the neighborhood. It was

sudden and caused by heart failure. Funeral serv-

ices by Eld. Jeremiah Gump and David Workman.

Her remains were taken to Round Lake ceme-

tery. C. K. Zumbrun.

Merriam, Ind., Oct. 13.

Report of ministerial Meeting.

The Ministerial and District Meetings of Okla-

homa and Indian Territory, were held in the Para-

dise Prairie church, Oct. 7 and 8, closing with a

love feast on the 9th. The attendance and interest

manifested were commendable; in fact, all pro-

nounced it one of our best meetings.

The Brethren of Oklahoma and Indian Territory

are much scattered, but the interest and zeal which

characterized the meeting, showed that we are not

slothful in business, but willing to push the Lord's

work to the front.

The Ministerial Meeting was organized by elect-

ing Samuel Edgecomb, Moderator, James Stouder,

Reading Clerk, W. P. Brouse, Writing Clerk.

The first topic, " Importance of Unity in Local

Churches and Districts," was discussed with inter-

est. Some of the thoughts produced are: More
charity is needed. All must preach ^the one faith.

Traditions of men must be set aside for the eternal

truth, Wc are a part of the family of God. Divis

ion is a manifestation of carnality. Love brings

unity.

The next topic, " How Can we Best Infuse the

Principle of Love in Ourselves and the Members,

and Retain it? "—was also helpful to us all. It

taught us to live nearer to God, and, thereby, infuse

the spirit of love in others.

In the afternoon we discussed the following top-

ic, and others: " Can We, as Members, Assist in

Making the Sunday School Efficient in Bringing

its Members to Christ?"

To give the many thoughts that were produced

on all the subjects, would make this article too

lengthy, but, throughout all the discussion, during

the day, the principle of love was manifested, which

speaks well for the cause.

No doubt we all went home, feeling that the

work of the Lord was strengthened in Oklahoma.

These meetings are not only helpful to ministers,

but to the saints of Christ as well. They impress

us with more of the Master's spirit. We imbibe

more missionary zeal. " Go ye into all the world

and preach the Gospel," rings with greater force in

our ears, and we only wish we had more means by
which we could hand out the " Bread of Life" to

hungry and waiting souls.

Any one, having business with the Sunday school

committee, will confer with S. B. Burnette, Cushing,

Okla. Ter. W. P. Brousb, Clerk.

From Nevada, Mo.

Accompanied by wife and two daughters, we met
with the members in Cedar County, this State, at

their feast, Oct. 2. The feast was well attended, the

ministry was ample, and the Word was ably de-

fined. Ministers present were A. Killingsworth, J.

L. Jordan, C. Holdeman, and Henry Sunderland.

Bro. Killingsworth officiated.

The Cedar County church is presided over by
Eld. Holdeman. The ministry are brethren Timj^

Jev, Calwij and
J,

C, Mays,

Oct. 3 we started south, and met with the Fa-
ther's children at Carthage, Mo„ at their feast,

Oct. 6, which we enjoyed very much. We met with
Bro. S. Weimer, of Round Mountain, Ark., and al-

so others, from the neighboring churches. Eld.

Weimer led the evening services.

The Carthage church is presided over by Eld. G.

Barnhart. They number about fifty members, and
have a nice churchhouse. The meeting closed at

Oct. 7 we started north, and met with the church
at Dry Fork, same County, Oct. S, at their feast.

The ministers present at this meeting, were breth-

ren S, Weimer, C. Holdeman, and G. Barnhart. It

was an enjoyable meeting, and they had good order
and a crowded house of spectators. The evening
services were led by S. Weimer. The meetings
were continued till the evening of Oct. io, when
three young persons were received into the church
by baptism. On Sunday we returned home.

D. D. Wine.
Oct. 15.

From Ohio.

Our love feast occurred Oct. 2, and was well at-

tended, and enjoyed by all. Bro. Chas. Wilkins of-

ficiated. Visiting ministers present were L. H.
Dickey, Henry Longanecker, J. R. Spacht, and
Chas. Wilkins. A number of our isolated brethren

and sisters were enabled to meet with us around

the Lord's table.

Instead of the regular Sunday school lessons, we
had addresses by the visiting ministers and Sister

Addie F. Kaylor and Mrs. E. J. Onkst. We thor-

oughly enjoy these talks by our dear brethren and
sisters, and believe they are productive of much
good. A goodly collection was taken up for the

Smyrna Orphanage.

Our ministers feeling the need of more help, the

church decided to hold a choice for a minister.

The lot fell on our dear brother, B. F. Snyder. He
and his wife were duly installed.

Oct 6, 7 and 8 we had the pleasure of meeting

with the Brethren at Harrod, Ohio, where the Min-

isterial Meeting of Northeastern Ohio was held

Ort. 7 and 8. We have attended a number of Min-

isterial Meetings, but this was certainly the best.

A spirit of love seemed to characterize the whole

meeting, and all present seemed to take special de-

light in doing something to extend the Master's

work. Especially was the Sunday school and mis-

sionary spirit manifest. We hope the time is near

when every minister, especially, can make arrange-

ments to be present at these meetings.

After the close of the Ministerial Meeting, we

went to the Eagle Creek congregation, Hancock

Co., to attend the love feast Oct. 9 and 10.

Bro. David Hollinger, of North Manchester, Ind.,

officiated. Ministerial help was ample, and a good

meeting was enjoyed. A very pleasant children's

meeting was held on Sunday morning.

John R. Snyder.
Bellefontaine, Ohio, Oct. 12.

From Glade, Pa.

Accompanied by wife and Sister Mattie Miller we

reached Middle Creek, Somerset Co., Pa., Oct. $, in

time to attend the services at night. Bro. D. H.

Walker preached.

Oct, 6, at 9 A. M., the Brethren met for Minister-

ial Meeting. Bro. D. H. Walker was chosen as

Moderator, J. F. Dietz, Writing Clerk, H. A. Stahl,

Reading Clerk. The topics assigned to the differ-

ent brethren were ably discussed. Queries were

read, and frequently proved very interesting as well

as instructive. These discussions were interspersed

by good singing. The meeting was closed on the

afternoon of the second day. We had preaching at

night by the writer.

Oct. 9 we met with the Brethren of Garrett, Pa,,

at their love feast, which was an enjoyable one.

Here we met with Bro. Levi Holsinger, of Water-

side, Pa., who iwd.been conducting a two week*'

churchho

is of meetings for them. As an immediate re-

seven were baptized and two reclaimed. We
met with Bro. Albert Hollinger, of Washing-
D. C., who is now soliciting for the Washington

. Bro. Holsinger officiated and also
preached on Sunday morning. We had preaching
at night by the writer. On Monday we started for
home. I. O. Thompson.

Kearney, Md., Oct. 15.

From Northeastern Kansas.

We left home, Sept. 30, en route to Sabetha, to at-

tend the love feast in connection with the Sunday
School Meeting, which was to be held at that place
Oct, 2 and 3 We stopped in Topeka long enough
to meet with the members at Oakland in prayer-
meeting. The feast was one of the most pleasant
meetings we ever attended. There was scarcely
room in the house for all the members. Nearly
three hundred communed. Eld. Stephen Yoder of-

ficiated. About thirteen ministers were present.

At 9 A. M., Oct 2, we met for the organization of
the Sunday School Meeting. After the enrollment
of the delegates present, Eld. I, L. Hoover was
elected Moderator, R. A. Yoder, Reading Clerk, T.
A. Eisenbise and J. W. Mosier, Secretaries, The
subjects, as outlined on the program, were very ful-

ly carried out, and many excellent ideas were given
on the improvement of our Sunday school work.

On Sunday, at II A. M„ Eld, Stephen Yoder
gave us an excellent missionary sermon, after

which a collection was taken up, resulting in 822,80
for the missionary cause.

On Sunday evening the last session was held, and
thus closed a very profitable meeting,

Hbnrv E. Ward.
Appanoose, Kans.

From the Washington Church, Kans.

We held our love feast Sept. 25. A series of

meetings began Sept, 19 and continued until Sept.

28. The ministering brethren were Eld. William
Davis, Samuel Henry, William Lugenbeel, David
Holsinger and Harvey Brouhart. The ministering

brethren gave us some very strong sermons. A
dear brother and sister were baptized on the day of

our feast, This makes five since our last report.

Two letters of membership were received. Breth-

ren Martin D. and John M. Gauby were advanced

to the second degree of the ministry and Bro.

Abraham S, Merkey elected as deacon. About six-

ty-five surrounded the Lord's table. On Sunday
morning we held a children's meeting. Bro. David
Holsinger, and others, talked to the children.

On the evening of Oct. 6 Bro. Enoch Eby, of

Booth, Kans,, preached a powerful sermon to us, on

"The Mind."

At our council, Sept. 18, Bro. Jacob Merkey, our
Superintendent, was elected as delegate to the Sun-

day School Meeting. Lizzie M. Mover.
Oct. 7.

Prom lllff, Colo.

The Good Hope church met in quarterly council

at the house of Bro. C. Murray, Sept. 24. Our eld-

er, Bro. Levi Whisler, and others, were present.

The brethren preached to us that night and next

morning at 10 A, M., at the Garber schoolhouse.

In the evening we met again at the house of Bro.

Murray, for the Communion services. Sixteen sur-

rounded the tables of the Lord,—six brethren and

ten sisters. While this is a small number, it does

our souls good,—isolated as we are,—to meet and

worship together. On Sunday, at 10 A. M., the fu-

neral of Bro. Martin Simpson was preached. Then

we came home, a distance of twenty miles. A
young man came and stayed over night with us,

and desired baptism, Monday morning early we
went a distance of thirteen miles and baptized him

in the Platte River, in presence of a small band of

members and friends. J. H. Kinzib,

QgI tq
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Mechanic Grove Church.—On Oct. 2, we held

the first love feast in southern Lancaster County,

by the Brethren, or "The New Church," as we are

called by some of the people, Fifty-four com-

muned. Brethren H. E. Light, Israel Wenger,

Hershey John Gro£f, Scblosser and Wm. Overholt-

zer were the ministering brethren of other congrega-

tions.

—

Mary P. Phillipy, Little Britain, Lancaster Co.,

J'a„ Oct. 18.

Altooua. — We had a pleasant and interesting

business meeting Oct. I, and among the subjects

considered was " How can the Church do more Ef-

ficient Church Work here in our City?" We decid-

ed that we should have a supported minister. The

church here should have a shepherd, and none but a

minister who can give his lime and talent to the

work, can see after it properly. Such a one should

be properly supported. Persons in cities must pro-

vide for themselves and families, and no ministers,

working at hard manual labor six days in the week,

can take care of a city church. Bro. J. C. Johnson,

of Uniontown, Pa, will conduct a series of meet-

ings here, beginning Nov. 13. Our love feast will

be held Sunday evening, Nov. 14, iBg?.—M. P.

Brumbaugh, $01 Fifth Ave.

Lost Creek.—Our love feast at the Free Spring

church was held Oct. 12 and 13. One brother and

sister were received into the fold by letter on the

day of the feast. Ministers present were brethren

Adam Shope, Isaac Book and Isaiah Beaver. Bro.

Shope officiated. The evening following we met

at the home of Brother and Sister Martin. On
account of infirmities and old age these and oth-

er members could not be with us at the regular

love feast services, so we had a special feast for

their benefit. Bro. Kauffman officiated,—/. B.Frcy,

Oct. 14.

Upper Cumberland Church.—Our love feast was

a very pleasant one. Elders Isaac Barto, Lemuel

Pfoutz, Edmond Book and John Foglesonger were

with us. We held an election for a speaker and

two deacons. The choice fell on Bro. Albert Hol-

linger for the ministry, and brethren Noah Cock-

ley and Isaac Trimmer for deacons. Brethren John

F. Stamy and Jacob Hollinger, grandfather of the

young man, just elected to the ministry, are our

ciders at present.—/. E. Hollinger, Oct, 11.

Maple Glen Church. — The members of this

church met in council Oct. 3. After the council

eight precious souls were buried in baptism. We
met with them Wednesday eveniog, Oct. 6, and
preached three sermons, when four more came out

on the Lord's side, and were baptized. One was
also reclaimed at the council, making thirteen ad-

ditions to the church. Saturday evening, at the

love feast, about one hundred and ten members
communed, it being the largest feast ever held at

this church. The Maple Glen church numbers
about eighty- two members, and is presided over by
elders John N. Davis and L. A. Peck. — W. A.

Gaunt, Elk Lick, Pa., Oct. i4.

Meyersdalc—We had a very good love feast.

Bro. Tobias Fike held some interesting meetings a

week prior to the feast. I attended love feasts at

Salisbury, Summit Mills and Hyndman. Every
place the house was crowded to overflowing. The

Hyndman has a fresh start now, and awork

good one, too, since they have changed houses.

Bro. Barnthouse delivered some good sermons,

ending with a love feast and a crowded house.

People seemed anxious to see and hear about our
doctrine. Since our meetings, here at Meyersdale,
two brethren and their wives, and a son, made ap-

plication for membership and were baptized. Our
Sunday school is doing well. The collection on
the first Sunday of each month goes to mission

work. As the purpose is stated a week before,

it gives all a chance to give to each mission. The
last one went to Northwest Baltimore, and was
tj 30.—/. C.JohHson, Oct. 18.

Johnstown.—The members at Walnut Grove had
the pleasure of having Bro. Jeremiah Thomas, of

West Virginia, stop and preach for them on the

evening of Oct. 11, on his return home from Pur-

chase Line, where he had been holding a series of

meetings. Bro. Hollinger, of Washington, D. C
,

was with us on the evening of Oct. 16, and at Head-
rick's at 10: 30, on the 17th, on his missionary tour,

—A.J.Strayer, Oct. ij.

Hyndman Church,—Our new meetinghouse, lo-

cated in the center of our town, was well filled dur-

ing the late series of meetings held by Bro. Jasper

Barnthouse prior to our love feast, Three were

added to the church by baptism. Our elder, C. G.

Lint, was also with us, but was called away before

our feast on account of his wife's illness, Our meet-

ings closed Oct. 10. Bro. Barnthouse left for his

home Oct. II, where he will remain four days and
then return to other fields of labor,—/. H, Brum-
baugh, Oct. /}.

Upper Dublin Church.—The love feast on the

evening of Oct 9 was the largest in attendance for

many years. Eight churches were represented,

seven of them by ministers. Eld. A. L. Grater offi

ciated. The Sunday school, 0:t, 10, was encour-

aged by remarks from the visiting ministers.

—

B.

F. Kiitiffger, Oct. 15.

Antietam.—Our love feast was held at the Wel-

ty house Oct. 9 and 10. The attendance was large

and the feast a pleasant one. A number of visit-

ing ministers were present. The committee, also,

were with us, and ordained brethren Jacob Snider

and Daniel Baker to the eldership. The ordination

was impressive.— G. M. Newcomer, Ringgold, Md,
Oct. 14.

Dennings Creek.—We held our love feast on the

evening of Oct. 9 in the Holsinger meetinghouse,

which was well attended and good order prevailed.

During the evening services the reason for our

faith and practice were plainly given. The feast

was greatly enjoyed by all who participated in the

same. Bro. Jacob Holsopple officiated. Three

precious souls were received by baptism. We ex-

pect Bro. J, Barnthouse to begin a scries of meet-

ings in the Holsinger meetinghouse, on the even-

ing of Nov. 1, to continue two weeks. We also

expect to hold a series of meetings at the Point

meetinghouse in the near future. We have four

appointments and two Sunday schools each Sun-

day. We number about eighty members. Our ter-

ritory is about fourteen by twenty-five miles.

—

M.
S Miller, Point, Bedford Co., Pa., Oct. 12,

INDIANA.

Prairie Creek.—We held our love feast Oct. 14.

Four visiting ministers were with us. Bro. Brum-
baugh, of the Oakland church, Ohio, officiated.

There were about ninety communicants. We had
a pleasant meeting. One was baptized since our

last report,—/c/tn Minnich, Ml. Zitn, Ind., 0:t. :j.

Clear Creek Church.—We held our Communion
Sept. 18, which was enjoyed by all. The attendance

and order were good. Sept. 22 Bro. P. W,
Stuckman commenced a series of meetings, closing

Oct. 10. Seven precious souls were received into

the church by baptism. Five of them are Sunday
school scholars.—;John H. Christian, Roanoke, Ind.

Bethel Church.—Oct. g the Brethren of the

Bethel church held their love feast, which was well

attended. On Sunday morning Bro. I. L. Berkey
preached a very impressive sermon, after which
one dear sister applied for baptism. In the even-

ing Bro. L, Stoneburner preached, Bro. Peter

Stuckman is to begin a series of meetings in the

Salem churchhouse Oct. 12.—C. I. Weybright, Mil-

ford, Ind., Oct. 11.

Blue Creek.—Bro. B. F, Honeyman came to us

Sept, 24, and preached until Oct. 1. He created

quite an interest. We were all sorry that the meet-
ings could not be continued longer. Our love feast

Oct. I, was a pleasant one, Thirteen ministers

from a distance were with us, among them brethren

B. F. Honeyman, J. F. Spitzer, Daniel Snell, and
Others.

—

Frank Oswalt, Berne, Ind., Oct 16.
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Hartford City. — The members of this church
met in special council Oct. 12. One dear sister was
restored. The members held a love feast Oct. ir

The meeting was well attended. Bro. Gorman B
Heeter officiated. Ten ministers were present.—

—Rosella Holcroft, 0:t. 16.

Salem Church.—Our Communion meeting was
held Oct. 8, with much interest. Two dear souls

were added to the church by baptism. Bro. p,

Bottorf stayed with us until Oct. 10. He gave us

two soul-cheering sermons. — Lovina Zumbaugh
Oct. 16.

Elkhart.—I have now changed my location from

Goshen to Elkhart, and should be addressed at

1404 South Sixth Street, I have been engaged in

evangelistic work, doing a good deal of traveling,

for neatly twenty years. This line of work, for the

time being, will be discontinued. I have located

here for two years, hence my labors will be con-

fined to the Elkhart church, and those desiring my
services in the evangelistic fields need not write

me until further notice is given. My wife's health

being poor, it is proper that I should be at home as

much as possible.—/. H. Miller, 1404 South Sixth

Street, Oct. 1$.

Adamshoro.— Our love feast was held Oct. 2,

About seventy members communed, Bro. Peter

Houk officiated. The attendance was not so large,

but we had a very enj lyable meeting. One was

baptized and one restored.— Grace Keepott, Oct. iz,

CALIFORNIA.

Egan Church.—We have changed the time of

our love feast from Nov. 6 to Dec, 25,— G. W. Ptii-

er, Hemu, Cal., Ost. 18.

Covina.—The regular correspondent being afflict-

ed with typhoid fever, I send in this report. We
met in council Oct. 2, Bro, Joseph Trostle presid-

ed. His resignation as elder of this church was ac-

cepted, We also decided to ordain two brethren

to the eldership. Letters were granted to Bro.

Trostle and family. Our love feast was held Oct.

9, with a large attendance, Bro, John Metzgcr of-

ficiated.—/ 5. Overholtzc/, Oct, 13,

Colton Mission.—Increased attendance. Inqui-

ries for the Truth. Calls for preaching in River-

side and West Rialto. Teacher for primary class

in Sunday school greatly needed. Series of meet-

ings will begin D;c I, and continue through

the month. Feast, Dec. 25. Maps, charts and

blackboards very helpful in Sunday school. Bible

school, Sunday, 7 P. M. Study Life of Jesus,

Great grace upon us.

—

M. M. Eshclman, Oct. 11.

Stockton.—There is a chance to do good work

for the Lord in Stockton. Several members are

living here, but only two meetings have been held

by the Brethren for over eight years. Stock-

ton is a city of about twenty thousand inhabitants,

There are good chances offered here for employ-

ment, especially, mechanics and day-laborers. Last

year we spent a few months in the East, among the

Brethren, where some weeks they would hold six

soul-cheering meetings. We thought then of the

members in lone places, and how they would en-

joy even one of these meetings. We spend some

time and means in distributing Gospel literature,

and visiting in the Lord's name. If only a few

workers would make a start, the Lord will add to

them. He has promised this. Do we believe it?

—S. M, D. Miller, fo3 S, Aurora Strict.

MISSOURI.

Kidder.—Bro, J. M. Mohler, of Lewistown, Pa.>

commenced a series of meetings here Oct. 2, and

continued until the 17th, preaching, in all, twenty

Gospel sermons. The cause of the Master was ably

defended. We feel much encouraged and built up,

Our love feast was held Oct. 9. It was well attend-

ed by over sixty of God's children. It was the

first Communion in our new churchhouse in Kid*

der. Bro. Mohler officiated. Many members have

moved here recently. Eld. D. A. Miller, of Le-

mars, Iowa, has bought a farm and expects to move

on it some time in the future.—Wm. C. Hipis, Oct.
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pry Fork Ohuroh,—Our love feast, Oct. 8, was

very enjoyable. Ministering brethren from a dis-

tance were brethren Wine, Weimer and Barnhart.

Bro. Wimer officiated. He continued meetings ov-

er Sunday, when three precious souls came out on

the Lord's side.

—

Rvfus Robinson, Jasper, Mc, Oct. 10.

Whitesville Church.—We met in regular coun-

cil Sept. 25, Bro. Geo. Kllcnbcrger commenced
meetings for us Oct, 2, preaching one week. On
the evening of the gth wc had our love feast, which

Was a pleasant one. Many from a distance were

with us. Thirty-nine members surrounded the ta-

bles. Ministers from a distance were brethren S.

Z, Sharp, Geo. EUenberger, O. H. Lutz, B. V.

Clark. Bro. EUenberger gave us some good les-

sons. Bro. Sharp gave us two good sermons on

Sunday and Sunday night,—McUie L. Taylor, Oct.

14,
KANSAS.

Dorrance Church,— Saturday evening, Oct. iG,

was the time appointed for our love feast. The

attendance was small, owing to heavy rains. Twen-

ty-four members communed. Bro, John HoHiug-

cr, of Russell, officiated. Bro. H. T. Brubaker, was

also with us.—/. S. Siroh, Oct. iS.

Olathe.—We held our love feast Sept. 25. Sev-

enty members communed. Bro, Charles Wampler
was called to the ministry. We continued our

meetings one week with good interest, but no ad-

ditions. Bro. J. E. Crist did the preaching.

—

Wm.
Brunk, Oct. 12.

Sabetha.— The Sunday school workers of this

District met in the Sabetha church Oct. 2 and

3. After enjoying a feast with the members there,

the day before, the programme was taken up and

carried out in full, We feel very hopeful for the

Sunday school cause in the District, and would

urge every earnest brother and sister to attend

and be convinced of the good^results of such

meetings, ~, A missionary collection was taken up,

amounting to S22.80, It was decided to hold a

Sunday school meeting in the District each year,

on the first Saturday and Sunday before full moon
in October. The next one is to be held at Men-
den, Kans,, in October, 189S.

—

T. A. Eisenbise, Oct.

Verdigris Church.—We held our love feast Oct.

9, which was enjoyed by all. Quite a number of

ministers from adjoining churches were with us,

One was received by baptism. We held a choice

for a minister and deacon. Bro. J. M. Mishler was

chosen to the ministry, and Bio. J. S. Leaman to

the deacon's office. Bro, S. E. Lantz was ad-

vanced to the second degree of the ministry.—/. M.

Quakenbush, Olpe, Kans,, Oct. 14.

Meriden.—We met in council Sept. 23. Bro. J.

S. Mohler and wife, of Lordsburg, Cal , were re-

ceived by letter. We trust that Bro. Mohler's la-

bors for the Master may be crowned with success,

— C. W. Peebles Oct. 8.

Quinter Church.—Wc held our love feast Oct. 9.

The adjoining churches were well represented, and

we had an interesting meeting. About eighty

members communed. Brethren George Bowman,
Daniel Wertz and John Roesch were elected to the

office of deacon.

—

Martha E. Roesch, Oct, fj.

OHIO.

Newton Church.-Our Communion was held Oct.

7. The ministerial force was small in number, but

ample in power. Brethren Jeremiah Katherman,

Daniel Vaniman and C. F. Eiler dealt out the Word
of Life to us, and we had a soul-refreshing feast,

—

D. D. Wine, Covington, Ohio, 0:t. 16.

Donnel's Creek.—Our Communion in this con-

gregation, in the large house, occurred last Satur-

day. We had a very pleasant meeting. Our min-

isterial help was ample, Elders Jesse Stutzman,

D. D. Wine, Aaron Coy and Bro. Wm. Barnhart

were with us. Eld. Stutzman officiated. We ex-

pect to hold another meeting in this congregation

Oct. 30. We are at this writing with the Oakley

church, 111., and commenced a series of meetings

last night.—Henry Frants, Forgy, Ohio, Oct. 14.

New Philadelphia.—Our Communion at the Mt.

/.ion church wilt long be remembered, Thirty five

members communed. Brethren from abroad were
S. Sprankle and Shively. Bro. Sprankle officiated.

He also preached on Sunday. — F. Whitehair,

Oct. 16.

Black River Congregation.—Our love feast, Sept.

25, passed off pleasantly. Brethren T. S. Mohcr-
man and A. Heastand were the speakers from
abroad. Eight members from this congregation at-

tended the District and Ministerial Meetings of

Northeastern Ohio, held in Stark County, Oct. 6

and 7.—Maty Hoover, Chatham, Ohio, Oct. 13.

South Poplar Ridge.—We held a pleasant love

feast Oct. 15. The ministerial help was ample,

Bro. Perry McKimmey officiated. At the close of

the forenoon services we remembered the India

sufferers by taking a collection of S22 50. Bro.

McKimmey remained with us over Sunday, and
gave us two soul-cheering sermons.— Ella N<fJsinger,

Defiance, Ohio, Oct. 18.

ILLINOIS.

Big Creek Church. — Our Communion was a

pleasant one. Our elder could not be with us.

Elders Jesse Stoner and Garber, as well as some
members from the adjoining churches, were with

us, About sixty members communed. We believe

all enjoyed the meeting.—/. M. Forney, Parkirsburg,

III., Oct. 12.

Polo. — Three young men were received into

church fellowship by baptism, yesterday, at Pine

Creek, Bro, D. L. Forney preached his farewell

sermon at the same time. The series of meetings

in Polo, conducted by Bro. Murray, is beginning

with bright prospects and good attendance.—John

Heckman, Oct. 18.

Macoupin Creek.—The series of meetings at this

place, conducted by Bro. D, S. Filbrum, of Ohio,

began Oct. 9, with good interest and attendance

which is still growing. May God bless our mis

sionaries to India!—Michael Fiery, Oct. 16.

Franklin Grove.—This church has had another

season of spiritual refreshing. Oct. 2 Bro. J, G.

Royer, of Mt. Morris, came to us and preached un-

til the morning of the 13th, Three precious souls

were baptized on the morning of the 12th. Yes-

terday, Oct. );, two more, husband and wife, were

baptized. These, with one who was baptized sev-

eral weeks since, makes six since my last report.

On the morning of Oct. 12 we held our love feast.

The absence of the usual number of visiting minis-

tering brethren, and also brethren and sisters from

surrounding churches, was very marked. Howev-
er, we had a soul- refreshing feast. Brethren Royer

and I. B, Trout, of Lanark, dealt out the Bread of

Life in a manner that did many hearts good. Bro.

Royer officiated at the feast. On the morning of

Oct, 13, Bro. C. M. Suter was ordained to the eld-

ership. Bro. Trout gave the charge in a very im-

pressive and feeling manner.

—

D. B. Singer, Oct 18.

IOWA.

Iowa River Church.—Our feast, Oct. 16 and 17,

was not Largely attended, on account of rainy weath-

er. Bro. Jacob Snyder, of Brooklyn, was the only

visiting minister present. He gave us some prac-

tical sermons.

—

Ellen Nicholson, Oct. 18.

Pleasant View Church.—Our series of meetings

began Sept. 10, and continued two weeks. Bro. C.

Yearout labored for us with great power. Our love

feast was held Sept, 26. Sixty-four members com-

muned. An election for a deacon resulted in the

choice of Bro. Tommy Sipe. Bro. Jesse Shick was

forwarded to the second degree of the ministry.

—

Nanny Baer, Tipton, Iowa, Oct. 13.

NORTH CAROLINA.

Scottville—We are now in the midst of a series

of meetings. Our love feast occurred Oct. 9, and it

was a feast to our souls. Two came out on the

Lord's side, making, in all, since our last report, at

District Meeting, fifty-four, The Lord is blessing

our home mission work in this part of his vineyard,

—John C Wocdit, Oct. tz,

MINNESOTA.

ftoot Rivi'r.—We met In council Oct. 9. U wis
decided to hold a series of meetings sometime in

December.—Liszie Broadwater, Prairie Vucen,Minn.\

Vet. 11.

fcewiston.—I attended the love feast and District

and Ministerial Meetings in the South Waterloo
hurch, Iowa. From there 1 went to Greene to a

love feast, Then I went to Nora Springs and had
two meetings. From there I came to the Winona
church, Minn,, where I had several meetings, One

baptized. I will remain here over next Sun-
day, when I will return home to Cando. N. D. Aft-

er that I propose to return to Iowa, Illinois arid

Indiana. Those who wish to write me, can addresa

me at Bromley, Marshall County, Iowa, until Nov.

\o—Joseph Holder, Oct. 9.

TEXAS.

Panhandle Church. — Aug, 2; husband and t

started on a journey eighty miles west of here to

hold a series of meetings, We traveled by private

conveyance, and reached the place the next day.

We commenced meetings Aug. 29, and continued

one week. We had to return too soon, on ac-

count of other appointments. The people at this

place have no preaching. We found many who
long to live a religious life, and left with the prom-
ise to come again. We reached home Sept. 3.

Oct, 4 we filled an appointment twenty-five miles

from here. On Saturday night we organized a

prayer meeting. On Sunday a husband and wife

were baptized, who came out under the preaching

of Eld. C. H, Brown,—Lcuisa Stump, Miami, Tex,

Oct. 8.

OREOON.

Mohawk Valley Church. — We met in special

council Oct. 2, to hear the report of the visiting

brethren, preparatory to our love feast Oct, 8, An-
other meeting was held Oct. 7. Eld. David Brower

was our moderator: he also officiated at our love

feast; other visiting members were M, M, Bash'

ore, A. Baltimore, and others, We had a large at»

tendance. Our meetings continued until Sunday
evening with good interest and attendance. We had

song service each evening before preaching, con

ducted by Bro. Early.

—

Kate K, Drury, Mabel, Ore.,

Oct. 14.
COLORADO.

Longmont.—Our love feast Oct. 9, was, indeed,

a feast to the soul. About seventy members com-
muned, seven of whom were ministers. The next

morning, instead of Sunday school we had chil-

dren's meeting, which was instructive to old,

as well as young. Bro, Shuck of Ft. Collins,

preached. After the sermon baptism was adminis-

tered to a young man who had been a minister of

another church. This is the sixth addition to the

church since last spring, — Rachel A. Snowberger,

Oct. 14.
TENNESSEE.

French Broad Church.—We met on Friday, Oct.

8, to engage in Communion services, Eld, G, C.

Bowman, of the Knob Creek church, was with us

and stayed until the morning of the 20th. He
preached eight sermons to attentive hearers. We
had a very solemn feast. We had a full house,

Our elder was presented with one of the Premium

Bibles by one of the sisters, and was agreeably sur-

prised. It is a handsome book for the price.—/, N.

McCrary, Nina, Tenn., Oct. 13.

WISCONSIN.

Chippewa Valley. — Our Communion meeting

was held Oct. 9. Visiting ministers, C. P. Rowland

and S. H. Baker, were with us. Bro. Rowland offi-

ciated. An excellent sermon on "Baptism" was

delivered on the day following, by the above breth-

ren.—Carrie M. Baker, Oct 11.

MARYLAND.

Pipe Creek Church.—Since our last report two

dear souls have been received by baptism. Our

Sunday school is prospering. Quite a number are

learning the great value of working for the mis*

sionary cause.—A. A. P/oufs, Linwood, Md., Oct, 3,
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Prom the Paradise Prairie Church, Okla. T.

ml Dim MeOur Minis

well as Communion services, were all that

conld be desired, Our home ministers began

meetings on Sunday night, and IJro. J. A Siou-

der, from ihe Oak Grove church, came to their

assistance on Monday night. The meetings

continued during the week, and Bro. Stouder

gave os some plain Gospel talks,

Our Ministerial and District Meetings were
organized by appointing Eld. Samuel Edge-

comb, Moderator, Bro. J, A, Stouder, Reading

Clerk, and Bro. W. P. Brouse, Writing Clerk.

Considerable business came before the meet-

ing, but everything was disposed of in a most

pleasant way. Many brethren and sisters

were with us from a distance, Among them

At our feast were ninety-five communicants.

Eld. Z. Henricks officiated. On Sunday morn-

ing, brethren Edgecomb, Austin, and Hen-
ricks talked to the children in a most impres-

after which Bro. Edgecomb preached

control of these systems. We were vt

ably impressed with this part of the country,

and believe there are great possibili

advantages to be found here for the home-
seeker; especially, to those who are seeking :

good, healthy climate. Utah has fully demon
strated what may be done by irrigation; th

great Salt Lake Valley, once a barren waste

now is "blooming as the rose." The countr

is dotted with towns and villages, and the

fields and orchards yield bountiful crops to t

husbandman. S. Bock
Dayton, Ohio, Oct. 6.

PROGRAMMES.

Dui lings

Bro. N. S. Gripe « as ordained to the elder

ship, Bro, and Sist r Gripe were received in

to their office with ir uch solemnity.

We expect to hav a series of meetings the

last of November, ;o be conducted by Bro

Samuel Edgecomb, Kate Metzler.
Clarkson.Okla. T„ Oct. 13.

What We Saw In Utah and Idaho.

Bro. J. D. Gruu er, of Astoria 111., and th

amed States

for the purpose of seeing Ihe cou ntry and th

»yste aopei ntbei Aft

id Salt Lake City, we wen
the Oregon ShoM Line R, R ., through Soul

Idaho, which is a vast plain or desert, covered

with sage brush and volcamc matter, until

came to the Snake River Valley. There
saw, now and then, signs of civilization, wt
irrigation is possible,

The first place of note is " Mountain Hon
where we saw large orchards already in be

cipally prnnes, but all other hardy

as grain, vegetafruits are cultivated,

bles and alfalfa.

The next place

saw an orchard of 500 acres, pi

principal fruit, as, in fact, they

places we visited. The watei

;upplied from Snaki

Orchard." There we
ines being the

re at all other

for these two
River, and the

to be ample to cover all the

be reached by their system of

supply seei

lands that c

irrigation,

We next visited the Boise and Na
ley system, which covers, perhaps, tt

and finest valley in Idaho, being thi

long and ten miles wide. At Nampa
the main line, and take the Boise I

R., to Boise City, the

which, by the way, is a c

sions, having a populatic

fine buildings, paved str

Val-

capital of the State

tyof

vith the ap-

y respects.

The railroad from Nampa to Boise City

passes through the districts irrigated by the

above named system, which is, perhaps, the
oldest settled portion of the Slate. Here may
be seen large fields of grain and grass, and
large orchards in full bearing, showing what
the country will do, when brought under the
influence of water and proper cultivation.

Such a thing as a failure of'crops is unknown,
but the lazy man will fail here, as well as in

any other country.

We also visited a number of other points,

snch as Riverside, Parma, Payette, and a part

of the Plymouth colony's system, with all of

which we were highly pleased. The soil in

the districts named is very fertile, and much
the same in appearance and fertility. In some
of the locations, lands can be obtained as
" homesteads," or purchased from the Govern-
ment, under the Desert Act, at S1.25 per acre.

A perpetual water-right costs $io per acre,

and a maintenance fee, varying from 50 cents
to Si 25 per acre, for all land actually irrigated.

After our return to Salt Lake City, and rest-

ing a few hours, we started for Clear Lake,
one buodred and forty miles south of Salt

Lake City. There we found a new country;
no settlements yet, as the irrigation systems
were not completed, but will be in the near fu

tare. We took a drive of aboat fifty miles ov-
er the districts, which will come under the

The Southwest.

EFT home July 22, for a trip south,

the Clover Leaf, Illinois Central, and C01

railroads, to Eastern Texas. Our first

stopping place was at Tyler, Texas. Here we
kindly entertained, and sampled snme of

inest peaches and melons. Here corn

otton are the chief products. The labor

stly done by negroes, who seem to be con-

tented and happy.

im Tyler we journeyed to Lufkin, a dis-

tance of ninety miles southward. Here much
was done to add to our comfort and happiness.

Here are thousands of acres of growing cotton,

and much timber of the finest quality, as well

as oak, hickory and walnut. The various saw-
mills are rapidly cutting these forests into

work, as we did not meet a brother or sister in

all our trip. We had services by Bro. L, T.
Holsinger, on Sunday evening, in the M. E.

church. The house was full of eager listeners.

The theme was, "Why am I a Christian?"

Some remarked at the close that the world and
the churches needed more such sermons.

Leaving Lufkin, we came back to Big Sandy
and started for Western Texas, over the Texas
and Pacific railroad. An excursion car was

provided for our party of ten, and we
found it very convenient. Passing through

s and Fort Worth, and then on, west-

>w, in the Pecos Valley

me, we saw the growing crops watered
by irrigation. We took a drive over the sur-

inding country. At the farm of Mr. Boxley,

saw a fine ciop of growing cotton. He re-

rked, *' When we wa

This meeting will be held Nov. 14 to 20,

1897, at 234-236 South Hancock St., Los Ange-
les, Cal.

The following abridged program will be ob-

served six days. For complete outline ol

work address, with stamp, the undersigned,

138 South Spring St., Los Angeles, Cal.:

I, Opkning Exercises, 9 A. M., by Eld,

P. S. Myers.

II. Teachings of Jesus, 9: 15 A. M., M, M,
Eshelman, Instructor.

1. Jehovah's love.

2. Origin of ihe Gospel.

3, Books—Matthew, Mark, Luke, John.

4. The Word of God, true.

5, Faith,

6, Repentance.

8. The Holy Ghost—his mission,

9. Prayer,—its basic elements,

10. Preaching,— its basic elements.
11. Feet-washing,—its basic elements,

12. The Lord's Supper,—its basic ele-

13. The Holy Con. a,—its basic ele-

Asi uteri
: of this boasted

Pecos Valley, we lei

Mexico, stopping at

again, we took a drive into th

n is constructed across the Pe-

ts dam is fifty-five feet high

three hundred feet wide, at the^bottom, thus

ning an artificial lake of 2,000 acres. Here
parly enjoyed a six-mi, e ride on a sail-ves-

Eleven miles from this lake is a similar

, but much larger, covering 8,000 acres,

arrangements have been made to convey
waters into the former one, if necessary.

of the sugar-beet. A large

cres of beets are seen near
makes a luxuriant growth
crops are harvested each

ipply.

sugar factory ha

id hundreds of

;

-. A'falfa also

and four and fiv

i. Fruits grow to perfection.

viDg Eddv, we went farther up the Val-

Roswell, 175 miles up the valley from
Barstow. Here we saw some fine farms and

nice growing orchards. One orchard
contained 500 acres and 60,000 trees. In our

we came to what is called "lovers' lane,

'

mile in length. Here coitonwood trees

lanted close together, on either side of

aad. They have grown tall, and their

arch ,

ad making a delightful shade,

On Sunday morning, before tu

1 the Stone fan
sture, in the beaThere

tiful shade, we paused a few m
Every heart seemed to say, "

of worship." O, how
song, how thrilling the Scripture, how earnest

was the Bethel of our jour
ney. On our homeward journey we agaii

a day at Barstow, Tex., and were favora
pressed that it would be a good place tc

establish a colony. Whit the result of oui
trip may be,

pared to say.

to a new country, without first seeing a

judging forhimielf.
J. H. Wright,

North Manchester, hid.

; pre-

15. Miracles,

16. Parables.

17. A missionary object lesson.

III. The Sunday School, 10: 30 A. M., )

R. Yundt, Instructor.

1. Organization and management.
2. The superintendent.

3. The teacher.

4. The pupil and his work,

5 Recitation and review.

6. History of Sunday schools,—reports,

IV. The Church, 7 P. M„ E, A. Miller, In-

1. Her origin.

2. Her government.

3. Her helps,

V. Sermons, 8 P. M„ Eld. Andrew Hutchi-
son, Teacher.

1. The mystery of godliness.

2. The devil,—his origin, work, and end.

3. Reconciliation and salvation.

4. Conversion, and its results.

5. Holy Ghost and water baptism.

6. Lord's Supper, Communion and feet-

washing.

7. The office and witness of the Holy

Oct. 30, 1897,

for the Advancement of Christ's Kingdom "—
T. F. Imler, Hiram Gibbel.

12. "Importance of Members to Attend
Council-meetings; and How to Conduct
Tbem."—C. Bucher, Henry Sonon.

13. "Apolegetic, Sensational, and Practical

Preaching."—Jesse Zigler, Hershy Groff.

14. "The Importance of Church Officers to

Work Harmoniously in Accordance with the
Non-Conforming Principles of the Brother-

hood,"—F. P. Ossel, E. B. Lefever.

15. "A Period of Ministers' Experience."-
(Under this head, Ministers are requested

i

re'ate only such experiences as they had irj

their ministry that may be instructive, edifying,

and encouraging to their colaborers, and
through them to the church.) To this topic all

the ministers are invited to five-minute speech-

es. H. E. Light, )

J. Y King,
f
Committee.

[ He

Ghosi

'II. Closing Exe

rE.A, Mil

"Address of Welcome," by the elder or

his substitute.

' Preparation for Preaching."—S. R, Zug,
Cyrus Gibbel.

'Telling Qualities of a Sermon."—J. T.
Myers, Henry Zug.

1 How to Win Souls for Christ."—Geo. N.
Faikenstein, Benj. Hottel.

'Best Method for Convincing Members
Opposed to Sunday Schools."—J. H. Longa-
necker, Edwin Wenger.

' Qualifications of a Sunday School Super-
dent and Teacher."—T. T. Myers, John

H. Witmer.
' Point out the Difference Between the

Sunday School and the Church, and in what
Ways may the Former be an Auxiliary or a
Detriment to the Latter? "—Geo. Bucher, Wil-

Oberholser.

"Advantages and Disadvantages of a
Home for the Homeless."~Benj. Eby, Isaac

Taylor.

'How to Have a good Series of Meet-
'—George Rairigh, Henry Hollinger.
" How may M,isskm Work be made a

Success in Cities and Towns,"—William Howe,
Frank Haas,

"Importance of Elders and Ministers, to

Encourage Members to Contribute Liberally

-MATRIMONIAL-
iherelorc God hath joined together,

OVELMAM-KOONTZ.— By the under

signed, at his residence, at Shady Grove, Pa

Oct. 10 1897, Mr. Adam W. Ovelmi
Sister Vernie O. Koontz, all of Waynesbr
Franklin Co., Pa. Wu, C. Koontz.

'

STUTSMAN—KIRKDORFER.— At New
Paris, Elkhart Co., Ind., by the undersigned,

Oct. 10, 1897, Bro. Anan Stutsman and Sister

Kirkdorfer, both of Elkhart County,

.mil

Ind. Hb Nb

FALLEN i ASLEEP ..

DILLING.—In the Monticello church, Indi-

. S. Dilling, aged 24

days. He became a

member of the Brethren church in March,

1886, and has been an earnest worker in the

cause he so much loved, He was much inter-

ested in missions during the past few years,

and was the Vice-President of the Brethren's

Missionary Meeting, in the Monticello church,

at the time of his death. He was anointed

Sept. 22. He leaves a mother, one brother

and two sisters, Funeral services Oct. 10, by

M. M.Sherrick. A, R. Bridge.

SMITH,—In the Clear Creek congregation,

Pennsylvania, Oct, 2, 1897, Bro, Dewald Smith,

aged 8i years and 3 days. Bro, Smith became

blind in 1882. He bore his affliction patiently.

Services by Bro. P. W. Stuckman.

John H. Christian.

WISE.-In the South Poplar Ridge church,

Defiance, Ohio, S'pt. 6, 1897, of typhoid fever,

Melvin Wise, son of friend Godfrey and Sister

aged 10 years, 11 months and 19

days. Funeral services conducted by Mr. De-

noy, of Ayersville. Mattie M. Caylor,

SPICHER.—At Ord, Pa., Oct. 10, 1897, of

membranous croup, the little son of Bro, Adam
• Jennie Spicher, aged 3 years, 3

d todays. Interment in the Mont-

gomery cemetery. Services by M. H Spich-

J. C BXJLHART.

WALKER.—In the Brother's Valley church,

Somerset Co., Pa, Oct. 8, 1897, Willard P.

Walker, infant son of Bro, )ohn and Sister

Sarah Walker, aged 1 year, 6 months and 4

days. Funeral services by the writer, and M.

Weyand, from Job 1: 21, W, G. Schrock,

HAUGER.—In the bounds of the Middle

Creek district, Oct. 5, 1897, of typhoid fever,

Elizabeth Hauger, wife of Bro. Simon

S. Hauger, aged 67 years, 11 months and 15

days. Sister Hauger was a consistent and de-

ed Christian mother, and a consistent and

implary member of the Brethren church for

about forty-five years. Sh: leaves an aged,

husband and eight children, all

members of the Brethren church but two. Fu-

neral services held at the Union church, by the

vriter. Text, Rev. 13: 14

N. B, Christnbr.

ALBRIGHT.—In the Oak Grove congrega-

ion, Lincoln County, Okla. T,, Sept, 27,

897, of blood poison, Ohla Onedia Albright,

aged 25 years, 10 months and 28 days. Ohla

th the church at the age of 16, at

Weeping Water, Nebr, Funeral services im-

proved by Eld, A. W, Austin, assisted by I. F,

Belts, from Isa. 11: io, Jas, a, Stqudbb,
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NEWBERRY.—Near Porter's Mills, Wis.,

of cholera infantum, infant child of Dennis

and Lovina Newberry, aged abont 6 months
Funeral sermon by Bro. H. C. Baker.

Carrie Baker.

WEAVER.—In the Matsh Creek congrega
tion, Gettysburg, Pa., Aug. 14, 1897, Sarab

Jane Weaver, daughter of Harry and Laura
Weaver, and grandchild of Eld. C. L. Pfoul

aged 5 months and 26 days. Funeral servic

conducted by Bro. Levi Trostle and the writt

J. D, W. Deardopff.

FREDERICK.—At Williamstown, Ohi

July 2, 1897, Bro. Jesse M. Frederick, aged
years, 8 mombs and 28 days. -He was a ere
sufferer for eight or nine years with kidney
trouble. He was also blind for about four

years, Funeral sermon by Eld. L. H. Dickey
:

assisted by D. D. Thomas, John Bushong.

CRAY.— In the bounds of the Anderson

City church, Indiana, after an illness of onl>

about ten hours, Matlie R. Cray. She and bei

father had agreed to attend church service;

and cast their lot with the people of God, Oct,

3, but. before that Sabbath day was ushered

in, the daughter died. She was assisting her

grandmother in the family washing, and, while

lifting, fatally strained herself, and died iu

few hours. She was born Feb. 18, 1875, and
married Aug. 31, 1892. She leaves a husband
and father. Funeral services by the writt

from John 11: 28. J. S. Alldrhd-e.

BABYLON.—At the Johns Hopkins Hospi

al, Baltimore, Md„ Sept. 19, 1897, Sister Ellen

Elizabeth, beloved wife of Bro. Uriah J. Baby
Ion, aged 49 years, 3 months and 7 days. Sht

leaves a faithful husband and six children

She was a devoted and consistent member of

the Brethren church for many years. The fu

neral occasion was improved from Luke 10

42, by ljro, Uriah Bixler and others. Intermen

in Meadow Branch cemetery, in which congee

gation she lived. ChAS. D. Bonsack.

GEIBE.—In the Tu'pehocken church, West
Myerstown, Let anon Co., Pa., Sept. 29, t&

Bo. Elias Geibe, aged 62 years, 1 month a

24 days. He leaves two sons and one daught

He united with the church in his young
years, and led a consistent and exemplary life

until his death. He was buried at the old Tul-

pehocken house Oct. 4, Funeral services by
Bro. John Heir, assisted by Bro. Jacob Niseley,

from Rev. 21: 4. Michael, Zug.

FAHNESTOCK.—At Covington, Ohio, Sept.

26, 1897, Joseph Fahnestock, aged 77 years and
3 months. He was born io Juniata County,

Pa., and removed to Miami County, Ohio, in

about the year 1834. In 1841 he was united in

marriage with Mary Hollopeter, by whom he
had three children,—one son and two daugh
ters. This, his first wife, was removed by
death about ten years alter their man
Nov. 16, 1852, he was united in marriage with

Lydia Bigler Hershey. This union

blessed with four chi'dren,—three sons an
daughter. In early manhood he united with

the German Baptist church, and remained a

consistent and active member until death.

His widow and all his children survive him,

except his joungest daughter, my dear, la-

mented wife, who preceded him just one year

and two weeks Funeral discourse by Bro,

Isaac Frantr, from the words, " But thanks be
to God, which giveth us the victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ." 1 Cor. 15: $7.

Jambs M. Ne
HOSTETLER.—At his home, near Mo:

McPherson County, Kaus., July 20, iSg

Bright's disease, Emanuel Hosteller, aged 79
years, 11 months and 15 days. Deceased suf-

fered about eighteen months. The last six

months he suffered much, and for the last four

days of his life was paralyzed. He leaves a

wife, one son, and two daughters. He moved
with his parents, from Somerset Co , Pa , when
about eleven years old, to Canada, and, in 1842,

left Canada for Lagrange County, Ind, He
was married to Fannie Stutzman, April 25,

1847, in Elkhart County, Ind., where he re-

mained until the spring of 1892, when he

moved, with his family, to McPherson County,

Kans. Funeral services by John Zimmerman
and J. M. R. Weaver, from 1 Cor. 15: 55.

Lucinda Zook,

WAGNER.—In the bounds of the North

Morr'll congregation, Richardson County,

Nebr,, Oct, 7, 1897, Bro, John Wagner, aged 79

years, 3 months and 19 days, Funeral servi-

ces by A, C. Wieaod, from Rev, 14: 13.

Ww, Davis.

TPUMP.-Iu the Nevada church, Missouri,
Oct. 13, 1897, Sister May Trump, daughter of

Benjamin and Sarah Tiump, aged 13 years
and 20 days. This sister was baptized at our
series of meetings held this summer. Funeral
services conducted by the writer and E. Les-
lie, from Eccl. 12: 1. D. D Wine.

MCLAUGHLIN.—In the bounds of the

Washington church, Washington County,
Kaus., Sept. 20. 1897, of consumption, Sister

Margaret McLaughlin, nee Taylor, aged 75
years, 1 month and 3 davs. Deceased was
born in Fayette County, Ohio, Aug. 17, 1822.

She was married to Thomas McLaughlin, in

1845. Her husband died March 12, [894. To
them were born nine children, of whom two
sons and two daughters are still living. Sister

McLaughlin was a sufferer for over thirty-two

years. Her funeral was preached from Isa.

38: I, by brethren Martin and John Gauby, at

the residence of her son Frank, where she

spent her remaining days, She was laid to

rest in the Gaskill cemetery.

Lizzie M. Mover.

* * ANNOUNCEMENTS -

DISTRICT fiEETlNGS.

LOVE FEASTS.

ADVERTISEMENTS*

The Church Manual.

This little work, by Eld. H. B. Ltrumbaugh,

ives thorough informati

:s treated, in a concise and comprehensive

Contents: Declare

Oath; Temporal
Church Governr

Officers; How 1

of Faith; The Sab
bath; Loyalty to the Civil Government; Non-

ting the Sick; On Taking the

:e; Conformity to the World
ent; The Church Visit; Church
1 Conduct Church Meetings

Rules for Members in Case of Offenses; Sun
day Schools; The Prayer Meeting; The Mar
riage Relatiou; Burial Service; Family Wor-
ship; Parliamentary Rnlings,

PltlCB,—Single copy, post-paid. 15 '

per dozen, $1,50. Address this office.

Cap Goods.

J. J. EI^Lis & CO.,

General Commission Merchants

Plattsburg College.

CHURCH DIRECTORY.

Los Angeles, CaU— No. 236 South Hai

Chicago, /«.—183 Thirteenth Place. Ser

Baltimore City Mission.— 1108 Towson
t., Locust Point. Service! each right. Free Reading
00m, Scandinavian meetings every Friday at S F. M.

Northwest Rultimon: Mission.—Corner

Cedar Rapids, Iowa.—Cot. 4th Ave. and

Harrisbutg , I'a.— Meetings in Hall, Cor.

Washington, D. CV—Naval Lodge Build-

,g, Cor. 4th St. and Pa. Ave., S. E. Preaching n A. M„

Ft. Wayne, Ina\—Zelt's Hall, Cor. Gay
St. and Craton Are, Sorrlcei, 10:30 A.M., 7:3a P. If

.

Frsyer mettlog, Thursday, 7: 3s P, H,

Stop Tobacco!
Hindoo Tobacco Habit Cure. Perfectly

Do You Sing?

If so, have you examined the Brethren Sun-
day School Song Book? It is a well-arranged

,nd carefully-selected collection of songs suita-

ble for the Sunday Sdiuul, Prayer Meeting or

Social Gathering.

Thousands of them have been sold, and to

itroduce the book this offer is made to Sun-

day School Superintendents and Choristers.

Order a copy, either round or shaped notes,

npanied with 35 cents, the retail price,

ve will send the book and a coupon good
for 30 cents on the lint dozen bookt or-

dered at the regular price, $3,60 per dozen pre*

paid, Addreis:

BP.BTHR.1K PTJBLIiBIXS HODfll,

Mi, Morris, III,

••Small Talk about Business.

"

A' banker's business hints for men and
women. By A. E. Rice, Revised and en-

Business is money-making, The most mon-
ey is made by those who do not make mistakes,

Every mistake you make is a loss, to you or

to some one else, so the less mistakes you
make, the sooner you will be rich.

How not to make mistakes? It is explained

in the book.

What to do, to be right, in the thousand and
one little emergencies that arise in business?

You learn it by the book.

The book is: "Small Talk about Business."

It is simple and comprehensive. It tells just

exactly what you want to know,
It is a book for those who have money to

It is a book for money-makers,
It 11 a money-maker.

Elegant cloth binding, gilt stamped; 128

pages. By mall, price, so cents. Address this

OUR PUBLICATIONS.

UNO Discii'LB.-A neatly-printed weekly, pub-
d tor tin ml and religious Instruction olour

crlptlpn, per /oar, pets.; 10 u'r more copies to one

QUARTERLY. -Calcul

> JUVENILE QUARTERLV.-

SUNDAV SCHOOL REWARD CARDS. — Our stock 1

BRBTHRBN PUBLISHING HOUSB.

tftut Mwrtif III,
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. M., Hidgeiy eliufcli.tlnrollnoCo.

M., Wind rail oliurob, Tipton Co

1., Lutil-imrR church, I/Onleliuig

., J-'mtik tort. Ohio.

HOMESEEKERS'

EXCURSIONS
Eed River Valley, Devils Lake, and

Turtle Mountain Regions

in North Dakota,

Oct. 19, Nov. 2 and 16, and
Dec. 7 and 21.

Great Northern Railway

In Northern Minnesota and North Dakota,:

eluding Mayville, L'rary, Devils Lake,

Grand Harbor, Churchj Ferry,

One Fare for the

Hound Trip

plus $2.00; tickets good for 21 days from date

of sale, and good for return any time within

limit. This will enable parties to visit the

original Brethren settlements in North Dakota

just as harvest begins.

Those who wish to go on any of these excur-

sion dates can get further particulars by ad-

dressing

MAX BASS,

One Pare, plus $2, for the
Round Trip I

Visit Central North Dakota

!

Inspect the Harvest!

Secure a Home!

...HOMESEEKERS'...

OUR PREMIUM OFFER!
Bible, Continues

A RARE BARGAIN!

FARMS FOR SALE

!

Victor Infants' Relief

excursions 1

:!

Oct. 19, Nov. 2 and 16, and
Dec. 7 and 21.

ai Chicago, St. Joseph, Kansas City, Den

Northern Pacific Railway

In Minnesota aud North Dakota, between Htnptes,

Kocbtord nud Sykeston, Tickets good for 21 days.

o. "W. MOTT,

WM. H. PH1PPS,

CUE book of the ° generation of
Je'sus Christ, ''the son of Da'-

d, ''the- son of A'bra-hrtm.
2

d A'bi-a-ham begat I'saac; and
Tsaac begat Ju'cob; and '"Ja'cpb
begat Ju'das and his brethren;
8 And f Ju'das begot Pha'res and

Za'r.1 of Thfi'niar; aud ''Pha'rSe

This is a self-pronouncing Sunday School

Teacher's Bible, with Concordance, Maps,
and excellent Helps, and is well bound. The
chapters are numbered with figures instead

of letters. In fact, we have studied the dc-

sof i

and WE ARE SUCCEEDING, for I

the demand is so far ahead of what
peeled that we have been unable to

date

Pushing the Bible Sale

of the Gospel Ma-

The Old Testament as Related to

the New Testament and

Christ in Both.

oatty 1 pla ulyi •»"»>

lght

S"
." a betrayal.

"or." A go'oaT; z:t:

I by

ally.

against

1 by a no

NOTICE I

NEBRASKA
A. M. T. MILLER,

. Gage Co.,

Teeter's Commentary

The prices on this popular and
liable Commentary have now been
duced to the following:

Clolh Binding, two volumes, - $$x
Half Lcaiher, two volumes, - - 4,1

Hall Morocco, two volumes, - - 5,<

|3 settger .is possible. Our reasons for doing this ai

I. The church owns and controls the publication of the Gospel
M Messenger. Conference has placed an Advisory Board over its reading
S matter, thus permitting only that which is of sound doctrine, right spirit

|| and loyal to truth, to be published.

J. The income, whatever it may be, is for World-Wide Missions
for no individual benefit.

3. The Messenger docs excellent work in leading people to the
th, as testimonials continually show.

,Bed -

4- H -t'l members of the Brethren church, as well as others, read
then the church will be more of one mind and heart. Wc can offerthe J/,

So Good a Bible at so Low a Price

itade by the thousand. Til

Two Days to Examine the Book,
ellencc for the money, we will take the

: do? What are you going to do? Note

Gospel Messenger a large 10-page weekly, to any address to Jan. 1, 18011.

Brethren's Almanac for 1898.

The above Bible, Hueu-lined inside of cover, to any express office prepaid.

All three for S2.75.

If a leather-lined back in Bible is preferred, the same Bible otherwise, in the above offer

for $3.00. IrDcnison's Improved Thumb Index is wanted on leather-lined Bible, it can be
had, all for S3.50. Linen-Lined Bible is not Indexed. Be careful in making out your order

so that we make no mistake in filling it. Show the offer to your friends. The Bible can go In

one person, and the paper and Almanac to another. Now is your time. Write at once.

.Vl.l BRETHREN PUBLISHING HOUSE,
Mount MorriTEST r1IONIALS.

KAIL
ROAD

SOUTHERN ILLIHOiS

YAZOO VALLEY
OP MISSISSIPPI

GOOD OPENING 'Z.TL'Z^T,

NETZLEY, 11ox !
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EDITORIAL,—

The Departure of our Missionaries to India
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A Second Sabbath

POETRY.-
The End. By Chas. Macnamara, in the S. S. Times

I Climb toRest. By Lucy Larcom ,
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-^EDITORIAL'* MISCELLANYS

A scientific writer has been doing some close

thinking and careful figuring about the amount of

brains there is in the world. Assuming, he says,

that the world contains 1,400,000,000 inhabitants, a

statistician estimates that their brains weigh 1,922,-

712 tons. This averages about forly ounces per

head. Physiologists give the average weight of an

adult male brain as forty-eight ounces, and in a fe-

male, forty-three ounces. At birth it is said to be

fourteen and twelve ounces, respectively. But

something must be deducted from the above esti-

mate, A child's brain at the age of seven years

averages forty ounces. Beyond the age of forty

years the weight steadily declines at the rate of

about one ounce in ten years. The brains of idiots

are much below the average, some weighing less

than sixteen ounces. The calculations of a Ger-

man biologist show that each human brain contains

300,000,000 nerve cells, 5,000,000 of which die and

are succeeded by new ones each day. Hence there

should be about 576713,600,000.000 brain cells in

the world,

The Northwestern Christian Advocate contains a

picture showing how Bishop Hartzell, the mission-

ary, does much of his traveling in South Africa.

The Bishop is seated on a strong, saddled ox, with

the bridle in one hand and an umbrella in the

other. This might not seem just the right way for

a preacher to travel in this country, but in th;

part of the world, where the venerable missionai

is doing a good work, it is a method in perfect

keeping with his high calling. He mounts his

a»d probably feels as well contented as does the

circuit rider on his horse in this country, Thi

are some people who think that it would be be-

neath the d'gnity of a minister to ride on an ox to

meeting, This might be true in some countries, es-

pecially in most parts of the United States, but for-

tunately the Gospel is so wisely adjusted on the

question of expediency, that a minister may do
maoy things in cne country that prudence would not

allow in another. To see men running along the

streets of Mount Morris, drawing two lightly-

conslructed carts, not much higher than a large baby

carriage, containing a widely-known minister and

his wife, would be a very amusing scene indeed,

and in some localities might make business for a

council-meeting, but in Japan this is the common
mode of traveling, and nothing is thought of it.

Were four well-known preachers to ride through the

streets of Waynesboro, or some other city, on their

way to meeting, on the little donkeys, used by

some of our brethren, while traveling in the land of

Egypt, not a few of the very pious people would feel

shocked, and probably would not enjoy the services

of the day. Each country has its own customs,

and to some of these the preacher must adjust

himself, knowing that what may seem becoming

his profession in one part of the world, would

not be proper in another.

In Dayton, Ohio, the United Brethren have one

of the best equipped! publishing houses in this

country, and at the head of it has stood Mr, W. J,

Shuey for 32 years. But at the late Conference he

was not re-elected, and we have often wondered

why this was the case, for we have long regarded

him as a man of rare business qualities. He does

not tell why he failed to receive the appointment,

but he is reported, after the Conference, to have

said, in his frank and manly way: " I speak kindly,

but, to be honest, I feel that 1 have been humiliated.

Time only can help me over this hard place. If I

had known the situation, I would not have sub-

mitted my name for anything. . , , I have seen so

many men in my time get soured after active life.

I have prayed against anything like sourness for

myself. I pray that way still. I want to be sweet,

and, by the grace of God, I will be. I hope I

am too much of a Christian,—too much of a man,

—

to in any way make the road hard for my successor.

... I have given my life and my money to the

Church, and come to the end of seventy years

without money enough laid up to live without

work." The Conference may have made a mistaki

in retiring Mr. Shuey, but how noble it was in hin

to hand the work over to h r
s successor with th

grace he here expresses.

The woman must now and then aid in solving

some important problems. She has already solved

the prayer meeting problem by demonstrating to

the world that, were it not for the women, there

would be very few meetings of this character. Bui

she is about to help man out of another difficulty.

It is well known that in large cities we must have

clean streets, or very poor health. To keep the

streets of Chicago in anything like a reasonable

condition, requires the efforts of a thousand street-

cleaners. These must be superintended, but it

seems that men as overseers, do not always give

the best results, especially where saloons are

handy, In one of the down-town districts it was

decided to appoint a woman, Mrs. E. A. Paul. It

is said that her work, as well as her manner of

handling the men under her control, shows quite an

improvement. Better work is done, and more of

it, One of the workmen has this simple way of

telling what the men think about the woman as .1

perintendent: "We like the woman. She does
it curse and swear at us. Man foreman drive us

ound like slaves and call us bad names. We
don't like that, so when he goes way to get drunk

loaf on the job. Foreman come back full of

whisky and find work not done he swear lot more,

Woman she comes in happy in morning and stay

so all day, She say, 'How do?' and other nice

things, and then we do good work. She see it and
say so, That make us feel good and we work
more. Woman all right." This may serve as a

hint for men to be more agreeable in their meth-
ods of handling their forces, and keep out of the

saloons. If a woman can handle a gang of men
without swearing, why can not the man do the

The ordinary observer who walks the streets of A
Chicago and views block after block of costly §
buildings, would hardly think that the greater poV- ps

tion of the business part of the city was at cn£ ~wj

time a lake whose surface was not less than thir- a-

teen feet below the present level of the streets. ft

But such is proven to have been the case. Where ,...,

hundreds of large stores, hotels and other fine ^
buildings now stand, in the vicinity of the post-

1

office block, years ago was the center of a large

lake, perhaps seldom visited even by the pre-

historic man. Excavating, in order to secure good
foundations for heavy buildings, is shedding much
light on this subject. It appears that on the bank
of this lake once stood a large oak forest, and that

some of the trees attained a great ifze, A mighty
storm swept over these parts, tore many of these

huge oaks from their places, and landed them in

the lake, where, in course of years, (hey were cov-

ered by sand and gravel, To-day some of these

long-buried oaks are being taken from beneath the

streets of Chicago, and not a few of them are in a

fine state of preservation, One tree was unearthed,

twenty inches in diameter and nearly seventy feet

in length. A white oak trunk was found measur-

ing nearly fifty-four inches in circumference. A
storm had twisted it off, probably near the ground.

These, and many other finds, go to show the

truthfulness of the lake theory hete presented.

We may think that we know something of the past

history of the laud in which we reside, but how
limited is our knowledge of the wonderful pastl

And still less knowledge have wc of the great

future.

In Michigan a wheelman hung his bicycle on the

wall. Daring the night a mouse jumped from the

wall on the tire of .the front wheel. The weight

of the mouse started the wheel to turning, The

little creature tried to reach the top, but the more

effort he made the faster the wheel revolved, and

it took all of his strength to 'avoid being carried

down and off. He could not even get foothold

enough to jump to the wall. How long the race

was kept up is not known, but when the wheelman

went into the room the next morning he found the

mouse almost exhausted, the wheel going at a rapid

rate, with a record of ninety-eight miles on the cy-

clometer to the credit of the little creature. This is

one instance in which a mouse got to going and

could not stop. There are people to-day in the

same unfortunate condition. It takes all their

strength lo keep up the speed of doing nothing but

reeling off time, and that to no practical purpose,

They are going so fast, in the way of error, that they

can get neither time nor foothold to leap to a place

of safety. They need seme one to help them let

go of the sin that is carrying them down to ruin.
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THB END.

When I forget old faults behind,

And search the years with forward rr

What would I see?

Of all the days what would I get,

Before that low, green mound shall s

Earth's end for mc?

True hope, far-seeing, looks, yet sees

No empty t sofa
aught begun;

No idle space where I might lie,

And watch the sweating world toil by,—

My part undone,

But when shall rise thai last sure mom,
Still may I stand amid the corn

All day to reap.

And, when the sheaves are heaped at night,

As fades the streak of lonely light,

So may I sleep.

—C/ias. Macnamara, in the S, S. Times.

THE YOUNd MINISTER.

BY ENOCH EBV.

Our experiences in the ministry doubtless differ

more or less, because the advantages and disadvan-

tages incurred are not the same. Great changes

have taken place since I was called to the ministry,

in my younger days,—from 1851 and upwards.

Customs and habits have changed; the likes and

dislikes of the people are different.

The most promineot change, perhaps, is in edu-

cation. When I was a boy, the masses did not

look for excellency of speech, but a demonstration

of the Spirit. The how was not so much to them as

the what. The preacher would generally read his

text with great emphasis,— often punctuate to suit

his own feelings,—which frequently is the most im-

pressive. Then he would commence preaching as

though he saw the sinner slipping right down into

hell, and it was his last chance to save him. His

earnestness would be like that in which we would

approach a neighbor at midnight, whose house was

on fire, and he and family asleep.

When the minister would line a hymn somewhat

impressive, his eyes were swimming in tears.

Though sometimes the style might not be the very

best, most of the audience felt it as he did. If he

preached from one to two hours, very little, if any,

censure followed. People would return next meet-

ing, sometimes four or five miles a-foot, carrying a

child, anxious to hear more. How is it now?

Education has done much for our nation, and

meets a demand of the age, rather than a spiritual

want. We should never lose sight, however, of the

old time vim and zeal of our fathers, both in

preacher and hearer.

A preacher should not be self-reliant. He should

not preach himself. It will always prove a failure.

See 2 Cor. 4; 5. He should not study to please the

people, Gal, 1: 10, but God, 2 Tim. 2: 13. He
should feel the value and love of the souls he is

preaching to. He should be very modest, but des-

perately in earnest, so that the hearer will feel sat-

isfied that he means and feels what he says, other-

wise it is only mechanically, a work of the head

and not of the heart. A minister should speak the

truth fearlessly; " perfect love casteth out fear." In

my first effort, I saw only the open door. (It was

A successful minister will not push himself

ahead of older officers, even if he feels his superior-

ity, which he will not often, if he hai the spirit of

Christ, which teaches us, " In honor preferring one

another." Rather take the lowest seat, and the

church will see that you get the highest in due

time, if worthy.

In my youthful experience 1 often felt disc

aged, and greatly humiliated, in contrasting my
qualifications with the great responsibility of the

minister of the Gospel, The salvation of souls was

a great responsibility for one so limited in educa-

tion and knowledge of the Bible, and also so young

and inexperienced, I had a family to maintain,

and was very limited in means. What to do was

the great question. To s'oirk the responsibility, I

could not, as obedience was pressing her claims,

so, like Paul, I decided to labor day and night, that

I might not be chargeable to any. Like David, " I

loved the law of the Lord, and meditated on it day

and night." Hence I read at leisure, while the

horses were eating, and others were sleeping.

Then I would meditate while following the plow,

as Paul did at the loom, weaving tent canvas, or

coverlets (" Trppich VVebir," as the German has it).

As Paul reasoned with the people every Sabbath

day, so I also tried to do, and for four years I went

from fifteen to twenty-five miles,—sometimes a-foot.

Things have greatly changed, however.

A young minister, filled with the spirit of Christ,

and, meditating as he should, will frequently find

his heart full to overflowing, and the mouth will

speak, seemingly, unconscious of his surroundings.

He will audibly utter his feelings, whether in the

forest, or highway, or mountain top. Some of my
best sermons I preached crossing the mountains

e, I thought. (I know those were my happiest

days, Then the care of the church, committee

k, etc., were not burdening my mind and rob-

bing me of my sweet rest). Rejoicing in this full-

of the Spirit, the writer was once blamed for

g " full of new wine," till the matter was ex-

plained. Let a minister preach wherever he is,

The Spirit must have vent; it is much better than

vain thoughts and foolish expressions.

There is another class of very worthy young min-

isters who need help, or they may lose their re-

ward. I refer to those who underrate their ability

and do not magnify their office as they should, and

could. This timidity and lack of activity mostly

comes from the desire of trying to please men
more than God. They forget that we are preach-

ing for the Lord and to the people. We should al-

ways try to please our employer, for he requires

no more of us than he gives us ability to per-

form. If the Lord cause the ass to speak and re-

prove the prophet, he will help us if we allow him,

and do our duty. Always go on the stand tremb-

ling, and speak in the Lord's name. He has or-

dained, "through the foolishness of preaching, to

save them that believe," and you are his instru-

ment to do the work. Take courage! Then, if you

have a giant before you, all you need is the pebble

in the sling, and faith in God, and courage to do

your duty, and the victory is yours.

Booth, Kn-is.

SOME OF MY TRIALS IN THE MINISTRY.

Though the life of a minister of Jesus Christ is

the most honorable (Rom. 10: 14, 15), and, hence,

the most desirable and pleasant position that a

man can occupy in this world, yet it is accompa-

nied with the most solemn and perplexing respon-

sibilities, because of our inherent disposition to

please men, and secure their approbation, instead

of laboring entirely to please God and meet his di-

vine approval.

I remember the time when I said to one of my
older brethren: "When once I can overcome the

desire to know what the people think of my
preaching, I think it will go better." His reply

was, "When you overcome that, let me know." I

have not let him know yet, but I realize that others

are also disturbed in the same way. However, we

should keep such feelings in subjection, since,

when we get over-anxious in that direction, we are

very sure to lose our influence more or less. We
should remember that we are preaching for the

Lord, and only preaching to the people, If

preach for the Lord, we will try to please him;

if we preach /> the people, we are too much
clined to please them. Paul says (Gal. 1: 10),

"For do I now persuade men, or God? or <

seek to please men? for if I yet please men, I

should not be the servant of Christ," The danger

becomes still more apparent when our financial
i

terests are at stake, or when we become hirelini

While the Holy Scriptures teach the idea of s sup.

ported ministry, they are strongly against preach,

g hirelings. John 10: 12, 13. This is

one of the trials that will come in the pathway
f

the young minister, and of the older ones, too,

here is too much inclination to preach for the

oney there is in it, and, I fear, not enough for

the glory of God and the saving of souls.

of the trials and temptations

that all ministers have to meet, but we fondly hope

d pray that none of our young brethren, or old

tes either, will allow themselves to be overcome

by these influences; but be willing to make every

cessary sacrifice, that they may not "hinder the

Gorpel of Christ," but "spend and be spent" for

the glory of his name, and for the advancement of

of ministers may, in some re-

spects, be similar, while, in others, (ftiey are very

because of their different dis-

positions, temperaments and environments. I al-

ways thought I had more to contend" with than

many others, because of my extreme bashfulness,

which I had to contend against all my life. A sis-

ter heard me say that once, and in reply said, "All

I have to say is, you have overcome it wonderfully

well."

This one thing 1 never did,— and would advise

all my young brethren not to do,—absent myself

from meeting for fear I would be left alone. The

first time I ever attempted to preach, I expected to

be left alone, and thought I had my subject matter

well arranged. I opened the meeting in regular or-

der, and then arose to speak from the subject

which I had selected, but did not get very far un-

til the way closed upon me, and I had a complete

break-down. When I dismissed the meeting I

said, if the audience had learned as much as I

had, we were surely profited in coming together, and

that, though I had failed this time, I would try

again.

There are a great many "ups" and "downs" in

our early experience in the ministry, but my expe-

rience has been a good many "downs," and not

very many " ups,"

My roughest experieuce was several miles west

of Mt. Morris, where a German brother preached

one night in a schoolhouse. After the meeting was

opened, and the brother was preaching, our aged

brother, Samuel Garber, went from behind the desk

and sat near the stove. When the brother was

through, Bro. Garber said, " Bro. Price, you speak

some now, in English." 1 got up and said, " If the

congregation all understood the German brother,

it is not necessary to say any more." "Yes, but

they did not all understand it," said Bro. Garber.

Well, I turned to his text, and read it over, and

stood there, completely dumbfounded. I cou'd not

think of sitting down. Finally, I said, "Brethren,

I cannot say anything." But still I did not have

the presence of mind to take my seat. When Bro,

Garber saw the situation, he came around behind

the desk, but by that time I had found a hymn, and

closed the meeting.

At another time, in my later experience, I

preached in Shannon, on the subject of "Non-

resistance," just before Bro. Christian Hope started

to Denmark. I suppose this was one of my " ups,"

After meeting, Bro. Hope said he was glad I had

given him such good instruction on "non resist-

ance" before he left.

'Next day (Sunday) I tried to preach again at

Arnold's Grove, and met with another "down."

Some of the brethren continued the meeting at

Shannon while I was at the grove, and on the fol-

lowing Tuesday evening quite a number of us me*

again at Shannon, and Bro. E. Eby insisted on me

preaching, I told him I did not think it was my

time to preach. He said, '• Make a beginning any-

how." To be obedient, I made the effort, but in

about five minutes I was through. I then said,

" Brethren, it is not my time to speak," and took my

seat. Bro, Eby then took the subject off my hands,

and I presume we all thought it was hit time. This
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was about the last complete breakdown I expe-

rienced. However I sometimes break down yet,

but the congregation does not always know it.

I have learned, in later years, that it is not al-

ways when we think we have been the most suc-

cessful, that we accomplish the most good. A
brother, who is now an elder, told me he was pres-

ent once at a meeting where I met with one of my
apparent failures, and it affected him to such

an extent that he had to leave the house and weep,

which brought him under conviction, and into the

church. Probably that was one of my greatest suc-

cesses. Hence I would advise all my young breth-

ren to never get discouraged, though they may
have some very unpleasant experiences by the way.

This one Scripture, above all others, was always

a consolation to me in my unfavorable experiences:

"All things work together for good to them that

love God, to them who are the called according to

his purpose," Rom, 8: 28,

Ml. Morris, III.

TRIALS AND TRIUMPHS OF THE MINISTRY.

"What contradictions jneet,

In ministers' employ.

A sorrow full of joy.

No other post affords a place

For equal honor or disgrace,"

Through the whole realm of God's dealings with

the human family he has employed men as agents

for the accomplishment of his purposes. When it

was necessary to stand, as it were, on the highest

mount and draw aside the vail and look into the

coming years and deliver messages, which were to

affect the people of all coming time, a man from

among his fellows was called to do this work,

When one was wanted to perform the rites of

priesthood in the ritual service, or to sit on the

royal throne and direct the affahs of the state, or

publish the tidings of salvation to a lost and sinful

world, instead of conferring the honor upon angels,

it was given to man. In making the selection the

Lord did not confine his choice to any particular

class or rank. For a prophet,—and a representa-

tive one at that,—a man was called from an ox

team, For a king, a lad was called from a field

where he had been tending sheep. For apostles,

the fishermen along the shores of Galilee were

called to leave their nets, One was summoned
from the receipt of custom, and another from the

school of Gamaliel.

From this diversity of callings and talents there

rose a class of workers, the most prudent in judg-

ment, wisest in council, eloquent in speech, dili-

gent in labor and ussful to mankind that ever at-

tempted to reform the prevailing wrongs of this

sinful world.

The church, in calling men to the ministry, reach-

es out after as great a diversity of talents and finds

men in as many different callings as could be well

imagined. This puts many to a seeming disadvan-

tage, in an age of high attainment in the arts and

sciences. There has been no thought or prepara-

tion for this line of work. It makes an abrupt

turning point, and the first things met with

mountains of difficulties. These have to be c

come. Not a few will have to say, like Moses,

am slow of speech and of a heavy tongue." Others

wilt feel like Jonah, to take ship and flee to Tarshish,

Others, like Paul, confer not with fksh and blood

but enter at once upon the work.

To overcome diffidence, and learn public speak-

ing in the actual work, but with a limited education

surrounded with critics, is a work of considerabl

magnitude. With the pressure of a business no

fully established, a growing family, neglected edu-

cation, no library, and no money to buy one, is cer-

tainly beginning the work under adverse circum-

stances.

The first experience is not so pleasant and is cal-

culated to try the metal, but fortunately the real

situation is not realized at first. A merciful Provi-

dence has wisely concealed the future, We learn

life's lessons best in the thorny road of experience.

Trials, failures and triumphs prepare for the onset.

Gaining a knowledge of the Scriptures, and en-

tering into the spirit of its truths is an important

part of his work but not the whole of it. The most
discouraging part comes from his intercourse with

those for whom he makes the sacrifice.

People expect more of the preacher than of oth-

ers, They will tolerate in others what they will

not in the preacher. They will expect him to go
where they will not accompany him. He has to

face the elements, when they prefer to remain at

home. He is called to visit the sick in cases of

contagious disease, when others stand aloof. He
called to leave his business in the busiest season,

to minister to others and gets no remuneration

whatever. In business and neighborly intercourse

with brethren the same is expected of him as from

others. If he fails, he becomes the object of re-

mark, and has but little sympathy.

Isolated members want him to come to their

neighborhood to preach. He goes, but sometimes
finds them poor representatives of the doctrine he

preaches. They tear down faster than he builds.

He sees an opening for the building up of a church,

and feels like making whatever sacrifice is neces-

sary to convert souls, but his way is blocked and it

becomes a serious question whether his efforts maki

Christians or infidels. Then, too, he often finds,

in new fields, people who are ever ready fi

change of church relations. At first he feels elated

over his success, but after a little time he finds that

he has some peculiar people,—peculiar in a

sense. They become stumbling-blocks in the way
of others accepting the Truth. What to do with

them now is a great and a grave question.

A leader, to be successful, must be an enthusiast.

He must have faith in himself, in his cause, in his

God and in final success, If he is discouraged, he

must not show it, In fact, to be discouraged is ac-

knowledging defeat. Every good work has its op-

position. Difficulties must be overcome. The con-

flict between truth and error, right and wrong will

always continue and will be varied, to baffle the

workers where the work is to be done. The battles

must be fought. Opposition from within and with-

out must be overcome. The joyful satisfaction

that comes to the mind after having unflinchingly

worked through all the difficulties that the enemy
has cast in the way, brings a sweet satisfaction, and

tones up the soul as nothing else can. The Lord,

in bringing many souls unto glory, made the Cap-

tain of their salvation perfect through sufferings.

No high attainment can be made in ministerial

work, as well as in spiritual, without more or less

sacrifice and suffering.

" The prayer oE Ajax was for light;

Through all that dark and desperate fight,

The blackness of that noonday night,

He asked but the return of sight,

To see his foeman's face.

" Let our unceasing, earnest prayer

13e, too, for light,— for strength to bear

Our portion of the weight of care

That crushes into dumb despair

One-half the human race,"

To work and make sacrifices for the good of oth-

ers, for the sake of our Divine Master, is the no-

blest work of mankind, Besides it calls into exer-

cise faith, and hope, and patience, which, when de-

veloped in the school of experience, brings a joyful

satisfaction, which repays the toils and weariness of

the efforts put forth. To better the condition of

the world of mankind is indeed a noble work, and

no class of people have done more to lift up our

fallen race than the ministers of the Gospel. And
those who have taken hold of the work under the

disadvantages that many of my brethren have, will

come in for a large share of the reward.

" Press on! there is no such word as fail;

Press nobly on! the goal is near

—

Ascend the mountain! breast the gale!

Look upward, onward—never fear!

"Why shouldst thou faint? Heaven smiles above,

Though storm and vapor intervene;

That son shines on, whose name is Love,

Serenely o'er life's shadowed scene,"

The minister, in his arduous work, both in study

f preparation and in the field of operation, is sus-

ained and comforted by the Savior's promise of

being with him even to the end of time, and the as-

surance that he "shall receive power after that the

Holy Ghost is come upon you." Then, too, he is

brought in touch with his fellow men that produces

some of the sweetest and happiest experiences of

human life. When the soul is stirred to its utmost

depth and the heart bleeds in the throes of convic-

tion and is seeking for the " Balm of Gilead,"

scarcely knowing where it is to be found, to the

minister belongs the beautiful service of applying

the mollifying unction of Heaven. To have the

consciousness that we have been helpful to a soul

in the struggle of conviction brings a joy that for-

gets the labor or remembers it only to sound out

the pleasure more fully, If we are sometimes an-

noyed with the inconsistencies of the cold and

formal, we also share the joys of the pure and good.

The soul is not capable of a higher and sweeter en-

joyment than to see those, for whom wc were anx-

ious and tor whom we worked and prayed, deliv-

ered from the thralldom of sin and now enjoying

that heaven-born peace of forgiven sin that flows as

a peaceful river. Whether our work is a success-or

a failure, so far as the world measures such things,

yet, if we do our work faithfully, there will always

be present that inward joy and peace which right

Much of the seed that is sow

but in after-years much of it

produces an abundant harvest. Much of it

doubtless remain in mystery, but when the sheaves

are gathered, by the angel-gleaners, many will be

brought that the sower knew not of, Then comes

the rejoicing in the perfected bliss of heaven.

There minister and people will meet to spend eter-

nity in walking the golden streets of the holy city,

and wander through the lovely fields and verdant

vales, and roam over the vine-clad hills of the bet-

ter land. Angels shall join with the sweet poetry

and music of heaven, to swell the sweet chorus of

rejoicing,

" We n-iver may know while we labor here

What the fruits of our toil may be,

But when we stand on the golden heights

We'll the golden harvest see."

McKea Gip, Pa,

eemingly lost,

to light,

MV EXPERIENCE IN THE MINISTRY.

The early days of my ministry may differ from

the ordinary. I was called to the ministry, while I

was young in years, and also young in the church,

I attained my majority May 19, 1855, and on June

nth fifteen oth-

: elected to the
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>ffic of de of which

Sunday, June 24, of the same yt

the ministry, and installed th
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At the age of fourteen I left schoc

teen years of age I entered my father

shop and worked with him until I m
years of age. Two winters of thi:

boarded the school-teacher, with whoi

sons in the branches then taught in the schools.

About this time I began studying vocal music,

and intended following the teaching of it, but after

I was installed in the ministry I was told that I

must not teach singing-school, so I dropped three

schools I was then teaching, This I did not like,

and it took me quite a while to get over it.

The preach-ng, up to this time, in this community,

was in the German language. I had learned to read

German, but I soon learned that I could not preach

that of which I knew very little. So I began read-

ing the Scriptures. I began preaching in the Ger-

man, but after a very short time I was requested to
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preach in English. This I did not enjoy very

much, as I was brought up to German speaking. I,

however, began reading the English Bible and soon

got in'o the way of preaching in the English Ian

guage, but had no one to follow as a pattern.

By this time I learned that the ministerial field

was a large one, and that my knowledge for the

work was very limited. Now what? I was work-

ing at my trade. I would reason that I had no

spare time from the shop, no knowledge, no books

and how to get them became the question.

I was, at the time, a strong tobacco-user. I said

one day, " I will put my toba~co money into books,"

So I quit using Ihe weed and began the securing of

books. The books were, "Webster's Unabridged

Dictionary," "Barnes' Notes on the New Testa-

ment," "Mosheim's Ecclesiastical History," "Jo-

sephus," "A. Campbell on Baptism," "Carson on

Baptism," etc.

I would now work in the shop during the day.

Then I would read in the morning, before break-

fast, and at noon, one hour, if I could. After sup-

per I would read until ten and twelve o'clock, and

frequently until two and three o'clock in the morn-

ing. Those hours would be my reading and study-

ing time. During these hours I would take short

notes on slips of paper and place (hem on my
hearth jamb, or hang them to the chimney, and,

while at work, commit them.

Another trouble next arose. The harder I

worked for knowledge, through reading and medi-

tation, the less qualified I felt to preach. At this

time (about forty years ago), in this community at

least, it was considered altogether wrong to give a

word of encouragement to a poor, struggling minis-

ter in his youth. This was much against me in my
work. I knew not how my efforts were taking,

To overcome this, I chose a true and trusted friend

and brother, to whom I made known my trouble.

He would speak words of encouragement to me, as

also would my wile. To the latter I attribute much

of my success in preacbing.

At this time, too, the calls to preach became

more frequent, and the congregations large and at-

tentive. While this was some encouragement, it

also had its drawbacks. It would necessarily cause

me to leave the shop more frequently. I would

sometimes be called to preach funerals eveiy work-

ing day in a week, so that, in some instances, work

promised to be done on a certain day, was not

done. Then customers would roughly say, " I

guess we must go to some other shop," and did go.

These were even members of the church, for whom
I spent my time and that, too, unremunerated.

This was very trying. By this time I had made up

my mind to be a preacher and to make preaching

a success, if possible. In order to do this, I must

not look altogether on the dark side of the picture.

During the early part of my ministry it was my
privilege to lead many of my former associates in-

to the baptismal grave. This again brightened the

horizon.

I was not to hold singing-schools. This work I

dropped, and things seemed to move along smooth-

ly, when, behold, I got a long letter stating that I

must not sing "bass" any more in church. Now
what? This I passed over this way,—if that broth-

er was not in church, and I felt like it I would sing

BASS.

Again I felt that my education was too limited.

The members gave me some encouragement, how-

ever, along ihis line. Some of the Brethren

thought that reading good books would help me.

So I began to read after men of acknowledged

ability in the literary world. I always endeavored

to adopt their way of saying things, and my efforts

in this were crowned with some success, and it

proved real helpful to me,

I never made it a point to be what is called a

text preacher. I made it a point to study the Scrip-

ture as a whole, and, therefore, had no special top-

ic (or " hobby " as it is sometimes called) except on
doctrine. I could not preach two sermons alike,

from the same subject, as some do. My first effort

pn a Scripture usually is my best,

In reading the Scriptures I would mark in the

margin of the Book such portions as would give

me, at the time, a beautiful sentiment or revelation,

or would note the same, with reference, on a slip of

paper, and store it away in a safe place for future

reference and thought.

I would- read the Bible in rotation for awhile, and

then I would read it comparative'y,—that is, I would

read a paragraph in one of the books, either Old or

New Testament, and then read up all correspond-

ing passages. Three things I would keep promi-

nently before my mind while reading, (i) Who is

writing, and to what dispensation does he belong?

(2) To whom is he writing? (3) What is he writing

about?

This method helped me as much as anything to

the understanding of the Scripture. I would not

go to church without having something to talk

about, if called on. It is true I would sometimes

be a little slow, not so much for want of matter, as

to avoid being called too forward. I also learned

that preaching was a business that had to be taken

hold of with earnestness and zeal.

Apologies I dropped, If I did not feel like

preaching, or felt indisposed, I would £ay so to my
fellow-laborers, but if they would not excuse me, I

would preach, but make no apology to the people.

I also learned that to rise up with a bold front was

half the battle. I used to say, "Rise up with the

idea that you know as much as any one in the

house."

Above all other essentials, besides Scripture

reading and secret prayer, meditation is the one

indispensable element to a successful ministry. I

would preach when by myself whether on horse-

back or in buggy, to and from meeting, or in the

field, etc. Often was I discovered preaching this

way by others that would follow me in the way, or

be within hearing distance, as some have told me
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Well, I believe we should make use of every le-

gitimate way to become successful preachers, but

above all, a full consecration for the ministry is al-

ways in place. Forty-two years of my life have

been spent in the ministry, and, upon the whole, I

have not much to complain of. I always did the

best I could, conscientiously, hence have no regrets.

I do not know that I would change much in my
ministerial course, were I to begin anew.

One thing more. The laity could, in many lo-

calities, improve in many respects. Some still

have fears of spoiling the young ministers by giving

them a word of encouragement. I am sure that

many of our young ministers are kept back because

of this. It seems so strange that every legitimate

work,—even the day- laborer,—is not forgotten if

his work is satisfactory. All receive praise, but the

minister is not to be praised for his efforts, lest he

be spoiled.

Let me suggest to all, Speak well of your minis-

ter's efforts, and praise him if worthy. Correct his

mistakes in a Christian-like spirit. If your kind

and loving spirit spoils him, the sooner he is

spoiled the better for himself and the church,

Meyersdale, Pa>

A BIRD'S-EYE VIEW OF MY MINISTRY.

BY .

There can be no estimate made of the value and

importance of the Christian ministry. Intimately

linked with the call itself, are the labors and expe-

riences. Although varied much in the life of each

individual person, there is much in common with

every one called to the sacred office. As this

sketch is to be personal, I will resort to a brief his-

tory of my ov/n life in the ministry.

Feb, 17, 1869,—then past seventeen years of age,

I was deeply impressed with the need of some-

thing better than a moral life. I heeded the call

and dedicated my life to God. May 20, i8;o, I, to-

gether wi!h Bro. Gabriel Frame, a most devoted

servant of God, who, after faithful service, long

since has laid down the armor, was chosen to the

ministry by the Elkhart Valley church and in-

stalled by Eld. Divid Miller, of the Portage

church, who, too, has gone to his reward. The new
relations we sustained to the church, to God and to

the world, found us all unprepared for the great re-

sponsibility, then mine only in part to realize, my
education unfinished and no fixed, definite purpose
as yet, in life;

The call to the ministry, settled at once, two ques-

tions for me forever. The first, that my life-work

was to b: given to God, to herald the blessed Gos-
pel of Christ, and the second, that all my energy

and every effort should be bent in preparation for

that end,—educational and otherwise.

In the accomplishment of that purpose I set to

work at once, spending two years in school under

competent instruction, laying a foundation that has

never failed me, and in great measure gave the in-

spiration so helpful to me, in over a quarter of

a century of active labor among the churches,

True, my education was incomplete, but the mid-

night lamp, during much of my ministry, has en-

abled me to round out the work begun when in

school.

During the early part of my preparation, a vest-

pocket Testament enabled me to become fairly well

acquainted with the teachings of the Master, at

times when I could snatch a few moments from oth-

er active duties, then pressing upon me.

When in school I met many men of renown

among us, who contributed much to my future. 1

shall never forget the timely and fatherly words

falling from the lips of that dear saint of God, Eld.

John Umstead, like the gentle dew from heaven,

"There is no book like God's Book and when you

study other things, remember that God's Book is

the fountain of all light." These words came as a

benediction from the hand of God through those

lips of humble clay. There are other things I caa

afford to forget, but these words never. Father and

mother, now at rest, contributed largely and in

many ways toward my success, Their efforts were

untiring and sacrificing in my behalf.

I wish to view my past ministry from two angles,

—one of sacrifice, the other of joyous and fruitful

reaping. It is impossible for any one to fully know

the sacrifices of a faithful servant of Jesus Christ,

save himself and the little circle composing his

family. No closer or fuller relation can ever be ex-

pressed in fewer words than by Paul, " Ye an

Christ's," This declaration being true, a minister

must, if he realizes that relation, bend every effort

toward Christ and subserve every purpose to the

glory of God. All else must be second to the
j

ne calling. PersonaPjvants, poverty, toil, blind-

ing storms, scorching heat, bleak, cutting winds

d dark midnight hours, can be no excuse in

keeping one from duty's call, Such has been my

experience. There is a casket filled with the tears

d sorrows of a beloved wife, son and daughter,

too precious to ever be broken open. It is sealed

by the Kind Hand that wipes away the tears from

faces, to be opened only when we shall know

fully the blessedness of all the casket contains.

I married at the age of 25, and since my life and

abors are intimately connected with her, who has

:ver stood with me shoulder to shoulder, in all our

truggles, and who has, in many ways, contributed

largely and efficiently to my success, both at home

and abroad.

My field of labor increased, and the church

May 15, 1875, widened my sphere to the second de-

gree of the ministry, the one coveted place, above

all others, pre-eminently the happiest and best

place in the gift of our beloved Brotherhood. With

e increased labors and calls, came proportionate

sponsibilittes. Many calls came to visit the sick

d give them words of comfort and cheer, clearing

the way leading to the tomb and to God. Again,

is to stand by the side of mourning families,

ding comfort to them when laying their loved

i to rest in the grave. While we, somehow, •

thought, on such occasions, we could sympathise

and mourn with those bereft, experience taught us

that it was only in part. Death entered and took a

brother, father, mother and two little daughters,
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We knew /Afn the depths to which our hearts had

been probed and knew our sympathy had been on-

ly in part.

Then, again, there came calls " to come over in-

to Macedonia and help us," to preach the blessed

Gospel of peace. My heart responded in joy to

these calls. The chosen line of my life's work I

indeed loved, and spent much time in preparing for

effective work. Why should not the servant of

Jesus love to do his Master's bidding? I had few

books, but, by sacrifice, we accumulated a library of

well-chosen works, whose pages have brought de-

light and joy to my heart, When my armor is to

be laid aside, I pray that it may be in my library,

among the volumes whose pages have become so

dear to me, and contributed so much to my life's

work among God's people.

Again; the call was to join in holy bonds of mat-

rimony those who pledged their lives to each oth-

er, to remain faithful until death. These occasions

are looked upon as joyous, festive hours, but, some-

how, there was always a tioge of deep, unspeakable

sadness running through my soul. Had it not been

for the blessed promise, I long since should have

left the task to others.

You pause and ask, From whence came the

means to carry on your purposes? The echo an-

swers, "Sacrifice largely." Every true minister's

life is one of sacrifice in comforts of home, money,

time, hours of rest, visits of friends, and not infre-

quently of business

Some one asks, " Why does not Bro. A. or B.

pay his debts, and why is not his family better

clothed, and why are his horses so poor, and why is

he so behind in his planting and sowing?" A
hundred kindred questions come up. Pray, do not

come to me. Go to the faithful wife, who is the

greater sufferer in all these years of toil, and, in

the unspeakable language of her tears, you will

read the history for which you ask. My occupa-

tion has been the ministry, but I taught school and

engaged in farming, to make the ends meet and to

gain a competency for sickness and old age. God
blessed our efforts, but the strain was too great,

and my strength gave way. At times the end

seems near, but we fondly cherish a hope that the

clouds may clear away. We long to once more re-

sume our chosen work, as we were wont to do in

the days of our youth. The page brightens as we

look more fully at the joyous reaping. Think

of the many souls who have come to the light

through the humble efforts we have put forth, and

the many dear saints who have said, " Your sermons

have led me into Ihe higher life," and my joys are

increased beyond expectation. The reaping is still

more joyous when I can know fully that God is in all

his promises, and that finally I shall be a partaker

of all, yea, more than I now have in anticipation.

May 29, 1884, is marked in my history, as the

day when the church enlarged my work and respon-

sibility to the full ministry. I have tried to do my
duty and to be faithful to the trust placed in my
hand. Northern Indiana has largely been

field of labor. The good that has come to th<

churches by my associations and labors, is from

God, through a very weak servant. Give hin

p-aise! Rest after toil will be sweet!

Elkhart, Ind.

THE + SUNDAY t SCHOOL-e-

LESSON LIGHT-FLASHES.

Paul's Ministry in Rome.—Acts 28: 17-33.

Lesson for November 14,

The first thought we have in this lesson is, that

a good man need have no fears in giving witness

before any reasonable and rational body of men.

Paul knew his own heart, and that all his doing and

motives were above suspicion. His object was to

There never was a more glaring falsehood th

is contained in the saying, " The greater the sinm

the greater the saint." The drunkard, the gambler,

the debauchee may be forgiven by the infinite i

cy of God; but the evil conduct of which they have

been guilty will be an impediment to their religi

growth as long as they are in the flesh. A virtuous

and unspoiled youth is the best preparation for

noble Christian manhood. Let no one suppoi

that he can spend his earlier and stronger years :

crawling through sewers or wallowing on garbage

heaps without incurring irreparable damage. The

history of a soul cannot be blotted out, nor made to

be as though it had never been. What we are

day depends very largely on what we did yesterday

and last year.— C, Advocate.

necessary

this could

3 blind and

a tribunal,

mid net be
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ler reason why
s a great city,—

rid,—where rep-

ould be found,
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do good and good only, and all that

on his part, in being justified in the

pursuing was to be fairly understooc

the prejudices against him at Jerusale

be done at that place. Prejudic

deaf, and to have a heariog before su

or such people, a righteous decision

obtained. Therefore the appeal to

diced court,—to Caesar.

Paul's first work in Rome was to call his owi

brethren together,—those who, as yet, had no op

portunities of having their prejudices aroused

The manner in which he addressed them and pre

sented his case before them is woithy of carefu

notice. " Men and brethren though I have com
mitted nothing against the people, or customs of

our fathers, yet I was delivered prisoner from J

salem into the hands of the Romans," who, " when

they examined me, would have let me go,

there was no cause of death in me."

An unprejudiced tribunal found no cause

him, but his own people did, because they

seeking after causes for complaint, and this is the

kind of men and brethren we have to fear. They

are not all dead yet, They live not to see the good

in other men's lives, but to find cause for offense,

that they may have an opportunity of giving vent

to their true inwardness.

That he might get out of the clutches of this

kind of brethren, Paul appealed to C;esar, and was

willing to go to Rome,

But there was, perhaps, a

Paul made this appeal, Rom:
the center of the commercial

resentatives from all nations

and therefpre it would be an ex

ness for Christ. The thought of witnessing for

Christ was always uppermost in his mind, and he

sought opportunities for doing it, even it it should

bring to him persecution and endanger his life.

His heart was set on working for the spreading of

the Gospel, and nothing afforded him more real

joy, than to be able to stand up in defense of the

Truth. To have the privilege of doing it before

rulers, governors and kings, would be to meet the

desire of his heart. Appealing to Caisar would not

only bring him into this great business center, but

would also bring him into contact with the very

heart and soul of it. So it should be with us in re-

gard to the witnessing for Christ. We should not

only see that no opportunities are lost for witness-

ing for Christ, but we should go further, — v/e

should seek after them. There are a great many

more of such opportunities than we find or use, If

we had more of the Pauline spirit, the world, from

the lowest down, to the highest up, would hear

more of Christ. What Christ wants, and what the

world needs, is to have it know more about the

great salvation. It is for those who have expe-

rienced the new life, to tell it to others. "Go,

work in my vineyard " is to go and " carry the news '

'

to the lost. Paul felt that those, who had not a

saving knowledge of Christ, were among the lost,

and he worked as he felt. We cither do not feel

it as he did, or we do not work as we feel. If we

could be made to feel more, we would work more.

We must not only feel this, as teachers, but we

must try to get those whom we teach to feel it.

The lost do not always feel or know that they are

lost, and if those who have set out to find others,

do not tell them, they may find out their sad con-

dition only when it is too late to do otherwise.

*' And when they had appointed him a day, then

came many to him into his lodgings, to whom he c.x-

he did it faithfully :

till evening." This

an hour, (

This shoi

portance.

diligen
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ndedand testified the kingdom of God," And
d continually "from morning
vas a time for sowing, and not

nute, could be lost or wasted.

: in work, because of its im-

e lost and must be found, and
" let up " as long as there is one out

in the mountains. Because he found so many lost

ones here, he hired a house of his own and contin-

ued his work for two whole years. What a lesson

we may get from this! How many of us are will-

ing to work in this way?
If we were to find hundreds or thousands of sil-

ver and gold, we would gladly work for two whole

years or more,—but what would we do to save a

lost soul?

We know of Christian men and women who left

pleasant homes and religious associations, and went

to the Far West, to face privations, ungodly so-

ciety, and hard work, that they might get more
land and wider opportunities for making money,

—

but how many arc willing to go and make all this

sacrifice to save souls? We are glad to believe

there arc some who arc willing to do this. But

how many? Wouldj'jw do it? If not, would you

be willing to help those who would? All around

us, near and far, there are lost souls to be found

and saved. We must do the seeking, finding and

saving, or we must get a substitute to do the work

for us. Christ suffered and died that souls might

be saved, and has now turned the work over to us,

Paul did his pait in this work, and he did it well,

"Preaching the kingdom of God with all confi-

dence, teaching those things which concern the

Lord Jesus Chris'." The great concern of the

Blessed Master was that the things of his kingdom

should be taught. He is concerned about it. Arc

we? We are, if we are faithful servants of his,

Lord, help us to be faithful servants of thine!

SERMON OUTLINE.

The word temptation is used in the .Scriptures, iu both I

:ofe and of try. Sometin

I, God does tempt men in the sense of Hying them,

1 By creating evil. Isa, 45:7.

2. By sending delusions and lying spirits, 1 Kings 22:

3, By the agency of the devil. Job 1: 0; 2: 6,

II. Gi>d never tempts men in the sense of enticing them.

1. Enticements come from our own lusts. James I: \.\.

2. God never allows the trial to be strong enough to

3. The outward trial only makes us know whether we

belong to God or-Satan.

Ill, God's means of trial makes bis children belter, while

the same trials make the devil's chi'dren worse,

1. Illustrated by every form of outward evil.

2. Teaching in home, school and church wrong here.

3. True teaching makes a roan look in, not out, for the

real source of temptation.

OUR PRAYER MEETING-.

SALVATION A GIFT TO ALL.

Rev,
;
17.

eSinn
1, " None righteous," Rom, 3: 10.

2 " Come short of God's glory." Rom.

3. " Should confess our sin." I John 1:

, All May Be Savsd.

1. God scut his Son, John 3: 16,

2. His blood cleanseth. 1 John 1: 7.

3. An active faith saves. Acts 16: 31.

The :eptcd t 2 Cor. 6: s

III. The Gracous Gift.

1. Everlasting life, John 3: 36.

2. No condemnation, Johns: 24-

3. Perfect justification, Acts 13: 30.
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I CLIMB TO REST.

Still must I climb if I would rest:

The bird soars upward to its nest:

The young leaf on the treelop high

Cradles itself aga-nst the sky.

The streams that seem to hasten dow
Return in clouds the hills to crown;

The plant arises from its root

To rock aloft its flower and fruit.

I cannot in the valtcy stay:

The great horizons slretch away;

The very cliffs that wall me round

w ha- ul wa

i upon,

Shut in by earthly bounda

I am not glad till Ihavekr.

Life that can lift me from

A loftier level must be woe

A mightier strength to le;

And heaven draws near as I ascend;

The breeze invites, the stars befriend;

All things are beckoning to the best:

1 climb to thee, God, for rest!

-Lucy Lara

CIRCLE NOTES.

BY JAMES M. NBPF.

n chapter VI of " la the Volume of the Book,"

author tells, "What the Bible Contains for the

iever," and one of the topics which he discusses

his chapter has suggested the subject,

Under this I desire to arrange several quotations

from the book. We believe that "Our Missionary

Reading Circle" is interesting a great many young
people, and we know that most young people are

desirous of being cultured and refined, and hence
ought to be interested in every good thing that is

said upon the subject of true culture. Then read

what Dr. Pentecost has written, as follows:

" You are anxious that you should appear well in

the society of this world. To this end you devote

yourself to the schools of the world and fashion;

the dancing school and the academy, you fancy, is

the only place where polite manners and courtly

grace may be acquired. We, too, are anxious that

our child, just now approaching the threshold of

womanhood, should be a cultured and accom-
plished lady, in every way worthy of being the

King's daughter, as by grace she is. But we
could not think of seeking for her the entree of what
is called in this world the ' best society,' or sending

her to a fashionable finishing school and dancing-

academy, in order to such end. If she may have

her heart filled with the dear, great love of God
and the sweet grace of Christ; if she hang on the

chamber wall of her soul as pictures, 'Whatsoever
things are honest, just, pure, lovely, and of good
report, and think on these things' (Philpp. 4:S); if

she journey through this world in companionship

with Him, if the Holy Spirit guide her through

the Word, as Bunyan's Pilgrim was led through

the ' House of the Interpreter', and show her won
derful and beautiful things out of his law; if the

fruit of the Spirit, which 'is love, joy, peace, long-

suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness

and temperance' (Gal. 5: 22, 23), adorn her life and

character,—we are not afraid that she will be a

whit behind, in culture of mind and heart, and grace

of manner, the foremost lady of the land. Ah!

there is a heavenly culture and a divine grace of

manner that far transcends anything found in the

schools of this world.

"John Bunyan, locked up for twelve years in

Bedford jail, with his Bible and concordance for

his constant and almost only companions, produced

and sent forth to the world his immortal dream,

written with such beauty of style and in such

chaste and simple manner, as to make it classic in

English literature, So perfect and matchless was

the intellectual and spiritual culture of this un-

learned ' tinker of Elstow,' that the scholarly John

Owen testified before the King: 'Your majesty, if

I could write as does that tinker in Bedford jail, I

would gladly lay down all my learning.' Where
did John Bunyan get his culture? In glorious fel-

lowship with Moses in the law, with David in the

Psalms, with Isaiah and the prophets and the holy

men of God, who wrote as they were moved by the

Holy Ghost; with Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, with

Paul, Peter, and all the rest who wrote and spoke

not the thoughts, nor in the words of man's wis-

dom, but God's thoughts, and in words which the

Holy Ghost giveth. Read Homer and Milton,

Shakespeare, Dante, read Bacon, Macaulay, Addi-

son and Carlyle; go through all the best literature

of all ages, and it will /all infinitely short of the

purity, beauty and grandeur of thought and ex-

pression found in God's Word.

"Goethe, who said he was 'not Christian,' has

declared of the canonical Gospels: 'The human
mind, no matter how much it may advance in in-

tellectual culture, and in the extent and depth of

the knowledge of nature, will never transcend the

high moral culture of Christianity as it shines

and glows in the canonical Gospels.' Renan, the

French infidel author, concludes his life of Jesus

with these remarkable words; 'Whatever may be

the surprises of the future, Jesus will never be

surpassed; his worship will grow young without

ceasing; his Legend will call forth tears without

end; his suffering will melt the noblest hearts; all

ages will proclaim that among the sons of men
there is none born greater than Jesus.' And
Strauss, the rationalistic German author of the

'Life of Jesus,' says: 'Jesus presents, within the

sphere of religion, the culminating point, beyond

which posterity can never go; yea, which it cannot

even equal. . . He remains the highest model of

religion within the reach of our thought, and no

perfect piety is possible without his presence in

the heart.' Thus the power of the ' Book and the

Person,' for the highest culture of the highest na-

ture of man, is affirmed by the great apostle of

modern culture, and by those who do not admit the

divine origin of the Scriptures, or the deity of him

of whom they are from first to last the witness.

If, then, you want to know how to serve God and

do his will on earth, and be thoroughly prepared

and cultured for heaven hereafter, take his word,

and make it the rule and companion of your life,

"Were you invited to go six months hence to

take up your abode at the Court of St James, as

the guest of England's noble queen, you would ran-

sack all the books at your command that treated

of court etiquette and manners; you would brush

up in English history, so that you might not be

taken unawares either in your knowledge of the

country, or in court ceremonial. But in a little

while we are going to the court of the King immor-

tal, eternal, in the kingdom of glory. We know
not the day nor the hour when the Lord will come,

or call us hence; and we want to be ready, both as

to purity of character and the courtly culture of the

heavenly city. We wish to be familiar with the

hjstoiy of redemption, and with the mysteries of

No 6, ,Sn7i

the kingdom. We should not want to appear as

an awkard stranger in our Father's house of light.

We can only get this sanctification of character,

and culture of life and manner by constant famiU

iarity and communion with God and the saints

through the Word,"

Fruiidale, Ala,

PLATT5BURQ COLLEOE.

This institution is now entering upon the third

month of its existence as a school owned and con-

trolled by the Brethren. The attendance is beyond

what we anticipated. The majority of the students

come from the town and vicinity, but we also have

a number of young members and members' chil-

dren from a distance. A number more have ar-

ranged to enter at the beginning of the winter

term, both from the surrounding country and also

from abroad. Among the latter are four young

ministers, whom, with all other devoted members
of the church, we gladly welcome as so much ad-

ditional power and influence for good in the work

of the school. We realize that the humblest mem-
ber, who walks according to his profession, adds to

the building up of the school.

We have a senior class of five students, seven-

teen have entered to take the Classical Course,

The class in Bible History, Geography and " Life

of Christ" is making commendable progress.

Our Sunday evening meetings in the Chapel have

a good attendance from the Brethren in the coun-

try and the cittzees of the town, especially students

of the College. Our weekly prayer meeting is al-

so growing in attendance and interest.

Arrangements are being made to hold a Bible

Normal, beginning about the last week in January,

or the first week in February. Elder J. G. Royer,

President of the Mt. Morris College, has promised

to be with us and assist in the work. While our

beginning here may look small,, in comparison with

old and well-established schools, we see here a

broad field, white for the harvest, and while our

work is greatly of a missionary character, as is in a

measure, that of all our schools, we know that it

is growing, and with the prospect before us, of in-

creasing the intelligence of our church through a

closer study and better understanding of the Word
of God, thereby increasing her power to evangelize

the world, we are willing to spend our time and be

spent.

Plattsburg, Mo.

GOD KNOWS.

My life is not what I would have chosen. I often

long for quiet, for reading and for thought. It

seems to me to be a very paradise to be able to read,

to think, go deep into things, gather the glorious

riches of intellectual culture. . . . God has forbid-

den it in his providence. I must spend hours in

receiving people who wish- to speak to me about

all manner of trifles; must reply to letters about

nothing; must engage in pubWc work on every-

thing: employ my life on what seems uncongenial,

vanishing, temporary, waste. Yet God knows me
better than I know myself. He knows my gifts,

my pov/ers, my failings and weaknesses; what I can

do and what nut do, So I desire to be led, and not

to lead; to follow him. And I am quite sure that

he has thus enabled me to do a great deal more in

ways v/hich seemed to me to be almost a waste of

life, in advancing his kingdom, than I would bave

done any other way. I am sure of that.

—

Norman

McLeod.

It is the singleness of this life in God that gave

its uniqueness to the personality of Jesus, referring

back all his experiences to the Infinitely Perfect, all

his sorrows to the eternal blessedness, all his dis-

appointments to the living Fountain of Hope. The

deluding impressions of a drudging and suffering

world were habitually checked by a recovered con,

tact with the one and only God,
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NOTES FROM THE CHICAGO MISSION.

—At our recent children's meeting all the

speaking done by the children whs Bible quo-

tations. One class recited the beatitudes. The
little "sunbeams" each recited a text begin-

ning with the letters in the word sunbeams.

Another class gave a review of (he book of

Jeremiah. This book, though apparently ab-

stract, can be made most interesting to chil-

dren as young as eight and ten years. Of the

fifty-two chapters, our children like best a few

special ones, as the girdle chapter, the potter's

vessel chapter, the fig chapter, the bonds and
yokes, the dungeon chapter, the roll chapter

and the Rechabite chapter. From the book

selected probably fifteen texts that were

:d individually, and some in concert by

We had been several weeks teaching them
the Book of Jeremiah, giving them one lesson a

week, The result is they have learned lo like

this book of the Bible. We are now taking up
Daniel, and want to teach them some of the

prophecies of Isaiah concerning Christ

tween this and Christmas. " The judgments

of the Lord art- true and righteous altogether.

More to be desired are they than gold, yea,

than much fine gold; sweeter also than honey

and the honeycomb." It is our privilege,

the study of God's Word, to experience what

David did. He also said, "Thy word have 1

hid in mine heart that I might not sin against

thee." May God help us to fortify ourselves

thus against sin!

660 S. Ashland Ave,

OUR MISSIONARY ENDOWMENT FUND.

-DURING the past ye

:ould 1 . tlu-m hci the . We ;

irM-*

race of helping the Lord in the

ving the world. John 7: 47.

i above specified,

rill 1 :the 1

lecessary, either in this or foreign countries,

rtlile means left for special places or work,

nay, at times, be in excess of what is needed,

ir the necessity for such special fund may in

ime not exist, and thus such fund be left in

he committee's care. The world-wide fund,

is above specified, is therefore the better bc-

rausc always, and everywhere, accessible,

McPhtnon, Kam,

OPPORTUNITIES FOR MISSION WORK.

i .i/,.-. IS. <:.f- till,

swer, Yes. May God speed the

may not only say, "We can use you here," bu 1

may we say, " Come! " Paul's plan of work i;

a good one for the enthusiastic worker. Hav
jug obeyed the "heavenly vision," he "shewed

first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem,

and throughout all the coasts of judea, and

then to the Gentiles, that they should repent

and turn to God." Acts 26: 20. Let us show

our ability for foreign work by being active in

the home church, the home Sunday School, the

home community. Our minds may go out

here and there, where we should like to go to

work for the Master, but while " waiting," let

us he working. In the history of God's most

efficient servants, we find they were actively

engaged at some honest labor when called to

some special field.

— In a recent letter from a brother he states,

" I want to be called of the Spirit to go to the

foreign field, before being called by the Breth-

ren." May this be the confidence of every

brother or sister, that he or she is separated by

the Holy Ghost for the work. Acts 13: 2, and

then God will, in his own way, send the mis-

sionary out. Barnabas and Saul were sent out

by the church, Acts 13: 3, having first been

called by the Holy Ghost.

—At the recent World's Women's Christian

Temperance Union Convention, held at Toron-

to, Ontario, the delegates and distinguished

representatives were given a banquet, when

"one hundred young ladies, especially trained

in fancy marches and drills, acted as waiters."

How unfortunate that this body of would-be

reformers should, in any way, be under obliga-

tion to the very element that is found hand ir

hand with the saloons of our large cities! "A

wonderful and horrible thing is committed ir

our laud. The prophets prophesy falsely, am
the priests bear rule by their means; and ni)

people love to have it so; and what will ye do

in the end thereof?

"

— Bro. E. C. Witter, of North Manchester,

Ind„ preached for us last Lord's Day evening.

He and his little family made us a pleasant

call. Bro. D. L. Forney and wife made us a

short visit, too, on their way to New York, tc

sail for India. #
—A little boy of seven years sends the pro

cecds of onion and parsnip seed for the mis-

sion. He says he raised some beans and

squash, too, and will send the money gained

from them, lo Asia Minor. A dear old s

of eighty-Six years, semis us patches for oi

dustrial school. Her work was well done,

Sister Vina Ella Shoemaker, of Nappanee,

bid., was a welcome visitor last week, bringing

with her a lot of beautifully cut material for

our girls. We do feel grateful to all the dear

sisters, of various places, who have so kindly

provided material Car thi w *k.

In harmony with decisions of Annual Meet-

ing, — authorizing a permanent fund to be

raised and securely invested by the General

Missionary and Tract Committee, from which

the income only can be used and the principal

never,— the committee is now again making

commendable progress in enlarging said fund.

This excellent plan for providing means with

which to help the Lord, to save the world,

needs only to be properly understood, to be ap-

tved by earnest helpers, Surely, every

thoughtful lover of the Truth desires that pro-

le to sustain and extend the

preaching of the Gospel, according to primitive

istianity; to assist weak churches in build-

meetinghouses, and to aid in the publica-

and distribution of printed matter, as the

sen by Annual Meeting, may, in

discretion, determine. This is just the

purpose of this permanent endowment fund.

re no interest is specified by the

donors, and the principal Is to be paid on or

before death, the donors can, if they wish, keep

all they have, or ever will have, until their

death, and this is as long as any of us can use

which the Lord has made us stew-

ards, After the death of the 'Inner, the amount

the agreement will be collectable

any other claim against the estate,

age, the income only being used.

Thus will the source of supply forever remain.

In special cases, where members desire to

place the means entrusted to them with the

committee, and receive interest thereon during

their life-time, the coi

and pay such interest 2

or is necessary for the

during life. This is a:

cially for old people, to

draw support therefrom during life, and, in ad

dilion, have the comfort of knowing that, aftei

their death, it will forever help to build up the

church of their choice. How much bettei

this, especially for such as have 110 child

than lo loan it where they are liable to lost

or leave it for relatives, to whom they are

indebted as unto the Lord, to quarrel ove;

squander, as is often done.

It is good also, and very commendable for

such as have children, to make the Lord's

world-wide mission work at least one heir with

their children, and thus set for their children

and others a commendable example of their

r.eal for the Lord's work.

Prompted by a lack of good judgment, efforts

are often made to induce such as have no chil-

dren to leave their wealth to the home congre-

gation, the effect of which, if done, is to culti-

vate a narrowness of soul, by excusing the

members from helping themselves, which only

lends to shrink' their grace of giving, instead

of expanding and enl:

blessed lo give than

will be agreed upon

,upport of the donors

excellent plan, espc

s safely and

I wish to refer you lo Gal. 6: to, "A:

have therefore opportunity, let us do good

all men, especially unto them who are of the

household of faith."

These words keep ringing in my ears,
—"Do

good as we have opportunity." I ask myself,

" What is my opportunity?" I used lo think

if I would be a missionary I must go to China

or India or some other heathen country, but I

lad that I can be a missionary righl

home,—that I can do good just where my lot

has been cast,

Do not say, kind reader, that you do not be-

:ve in mission work. Do you not believe in

uist? Did he not set us the example in this

When the Christian takes upon him the

ime of Christ, he enlists as a soldier in this

ir. What is missionary work if it is not

working for Christ? Wc have our foreign

onaries,—brave, noble men and women,

who have left their native country, thcirhomes,

friends, all that seems dear in this life, for the

: of Christ, to spread the glad tidings of

the Gospel among the heathen, What arc we
Do nly

1 do good

sending them a few di

We have so

Then, after all, so little effort is necessai

do much for the Lord. Just think of llic

ow's mile, of Dorcas as she made those

ments for the poor, of Stephen as he prayed

for his enemies as they stoned him, of Paul,

how he labored, and was persecuted and said,

"I am ready not to be bound only, bul also

to die at Jerusalem, for the name of the Lord

Jesus." Then think of what we are doing and

what we might Aa for Christ. Are wc making

use of our opportunities, or do wc let them

Then, when I think of Christ, how he worked

when on this earth, and how he suffered and

died for, us, I am made to wonder what Christ

must think of us. I fear we lack in this mis-

sionary spirit. Let us pray for more zeal, for

more energy in our work, for more consecrat-

ed lives!

To you, who arc out of Christ, I only say,

that if some one would offer you great riches,

if you worked only for him, I do not believe

you would refuse. Christ offers you more; be

offers blessings for eternity. Did you ever

think how long eternity is? Your present life

is nothing, compared lo it. Oh how can you

refuse Christ's call?

South English, Iowa,

BULSAR NOTES.

ions, and hundreds were there. When
nount was finished, we had supplied the

poorest, but many others came, only lo be dis-

appointed.

—Saturday two missionary ladies came to

isit from Ahmadcbad, and two young men
from Bombay came Sunday morning. The
ladies arc Americans; the men, one an Armen-

n, the other, a Syrian.

—On Sunday morning, at nine o'clock, about

five hundred people were silling on the road,

waiting the hour for service. We could not

*et so many into our house, so we had meeting

n the middle of the road, It was an enjoyable

—To hold the attention of the very poor

people, we must vary the proceedings very

much. So, once, I told four of our school-boys

to stand at four different places, far apart in

the congregation, Then one repeated the first

commandmenl, and all the people repeated it

after him. Then the second repeated the sec-

ond commandment, and all the people repeat-

ed it in concert after him. So on we went,

round and round, till all the people had re-

peated the ten commandments three times.

—The vernacular puts the order thus: "Thou
shall worship idols not," "Thou shall steal

not," "Thou shalt covet //./,"— the negative

last. So, often, in repeating the ten command-
i, 1 would say, for example, the tenth,

u shall covet—" and all the people, sce-

ne sentence incomplete, would give the

hearty response, " not."

—In this method the second became very

forcible. I said, "Thou shall worship idols—,"

the people responded "not," I said, "Thou
shall worship the sun-," the* people said

"
I said, "Thou shah worship ihe sea--,"

eople replied " not," I said, " Thou shalt

worship trees—," they said "not," I said,

ni shalt worship men—," lliey answered
" By this time our growing audience was

ughly aroused, [called out, " Thou shalt

tip only God," and the six hundred peo-

lade the morning air ring with their em-

all the fingers alike?" This

short 1

-This Sunday morning we told Ihe people

that we had been giving to many of them free

rice at times, we had been selling them rice at

low rates for a long time, now we asked them,

if they wanted to give to help the cause ol God
and God's religion. In other words, wc took

up a collection. Result, one rupee and three

annas, about thirty-six cents, and the heathen

gave nearly the whole amount of this!

—Toward the going down of the sun, w>- all

walked out to the V'anki River, at the place of

baptism. There about two hundred people

assembled, wc had prayer, hymn, Scripture

reading and instructions under the big banyan

tree. Then we went down into the water, and

five were buried in covenant relationship with

—Of these, several were from the ranks of

raw heathenism. One is a Syrian, Bro. Naoum
A. Kellow. This brother is a worker, bom of

Christian parents, Arabic his native longuc,

speak- I nglish and Hindustani, has been

preaching for several years, and promises, if

acceptable, to work under our Mission Board,

according to ibeir directions, as long as he

shall live. He would be greatly benefited by

attending one of our schools for two years,

which is also his desire, By so doing he would

not only get the benefit of the school work and

Bible study, but he would also learn to know

the Brethren.

- Brethren, pray for us!

.S.//..7.

FROM HJORRINO, DENAIARK.

argument. It

alike, and al-

I'ar belter

signifies that all

though my best friend may be bad I

therefore to be condemned.

—Last Saturday, Eld. Lambert wa

with us. In the morning he got change for

several rupees, and went outside among the

poorest of the poor and gave each

two. With this they came right in and bought

rice from us at cheap rates. The news spread

quickly that a saheb was h

the poor. We told all who came for free rice

a good while and some who were not the poor-

est became impatient and went away, f hen

Bro. Lambert bought nearly twenty dollars

worth of rice from us at cost price, and w< all

joined in the distribution. Each person got

nearly as much as he could earn i" 1 whole

day. and hundreds came. As wc kept giving,

the news Qcwj—people came rum i

;.i 1 v,-- were called to consign a loved

sister to her last resting place. This caused

me to think of a time several years ago, when

I, at a certain place, in the same vicinity, was

preaching the Gospel. At that time a man,

whom I could not help noticing, passed the

window. I was preaching as the Lord gave

me liberty. When the meeting was closed,

/ith , ributio:

Though she w

igs, she bad the

lost of the peop

; k became converted

lived as a member in-

lie was chosen as a

he mission field until

love referred to, was

as very poor in tem-

gracc of God in her

lc were deeply moved
!- inn, 1 1] ermoa
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Bro. S. F, Sanger still continues his meetings at

North Manchester, Ind.

Bro. I. J. Ro
meetings Montevidio, Va.

; engaged in

Bro, Wb. M. Howe i

meetings at Ephrata, Pa.,

booked for a scries of

ommencing Nov. 25,

Bro, S. M, Forney is to represent Nebraska on

the Standing Committee at the next Annual Meet-

. Perry McKimmey closed his series of meet-

1 the Maumee church, Ohio, Oct. 14, wiih sis

Our Thanksgiving issi

number. It will have a v

doubtless do much good.

/ill be the doctrinal

The new house of worship at Eel River, Ind.,

was dedicated Oct. 24. It is said that fully five

hundred people could not gain admittance.

Writing of the needs of an isolated point one oJ

ur correspondents says, " Drones not wanted.'

'ire enough, drones are not wanted anywhere,

How many are going to have something good to

say in our Christmas issue? It must be short and to

the point, and should reach us by December 1.

The series of meetings in the Rock Run church,

Ind., closed with six conversions. Bro. Wm. Neff
did the preaching, delivering sixteen acceptable

The articles we publish this week, relating to the

minister, his work and experience, will be read

with more than ordinary interest. They contain

food for thought.

Just before going aboard the steamer in New
York, sister Gibble wrote: " I am happy to know
that I am going. It is so rich to trust the Lord for

guidance, and all things."

We call special attention to 01

offer on page 719. Thousands of our readers will

avail themselves of this splendid offer, and it should
receive the attention of all.

Under date of Oct. 29, Bro. M. Flory writes us

that the meetings in the Macoupin Creek Church,
III., still continue with good interest, and a number
are seemingly near the kingdom.

Ero. D. B. Arkuld, of West Virginia, has been
doing some good work in the Locust Grove Church,
Md. During his series of meetings six applied for

membership. Qne was reclaimed,

fi*9 H£ The Messenger to the end of 1898, the

$Utl V Almanac for 1898, and a good Teachers'

Pronouncing Bible, all for $2 75. If you do not

have the particulars, write us.

The Neosho church, Neosho County, Kans
, is

now engaged in a series of meetings, with Bro. C.

S. Garber, of Ft. Scott, doing the preaching. So far

six additions are reported, with a good interest.

Our printers are now at work on the Sunday
School Quarterlies for January, February and

March. The lessons relate to the ministry of Christ

and will prove very interesting as well as highly in-

structive.

Bro. J. G. Royer writes that he is preaching in

the Libertyville church, Iowa, the oldest church

among the Brethren in the State, It was organi

many years ago by Eld. Geo, Wolfe, of Adi
County, 111,

Bro. J. Kurtz Miller closed his short, but

teresting series of meetings near McConuellsburg,

Fulton Co., Pa., with ten baptized, one reclaimed

and several applicants that are to be baptized some
time in the future.

ne of the missionary societies is reported to

e a debt of nearly S 200,000 hanging over her.

5 is one way of doing, but it is not the better way.

Every missionary enterprise should pay as it goes.

We are glad that our Mission Board is opposed to

contracting any debts.

Let us all labor for a deeper work of grace in

our own hearts as well as in the hearts of others.

Let this be the purpose and aim of every minister

in the Brotherhood, and it will not be long in

spreading to others. A consecrated ministry will

result in a consecrated church.

Do those who write for the Messenger ever

pause to consider that, through our columns, they

can reach more people than it is the privilege of

any minister in the world to address from the pul-

pit? It is something wonderful to contemplate.

And this being true, how careful we ought to be

concerning the matter we prepare for publication.

Last week a number of the members here met in

the Old Chapel each evening for devotional exer-

cises. These gatherings were characterized by a

deep spiritual interest. As Bro. W. R, Miller, of

Chicago, came among us, to remain a few days, the

meetings developed into preaching services, and
are to continue during the present week, One was
baptized last Sunday.

Do not forget the Messenger Poor Fund. Hun-
dreds of poor people call for the Messenger, and

do not like to ignore the calls of the worthy
:s. We ought to have several hundred dollars

contributed to this fund each year. Cannot the

most of our readers help to increase this fund, in or-

der that the poor may be supplied with the paper?
In this manner the Gospel may be preached to the

poor.

Some pleasant services were enjoyed with the

Brethren at Milledgeville last Saturday and Sun-
day. The coun :il-meeting was on Saturday after-

noon, and was a pleasant as could have been de-

sired. Bro. Yeremian gave an interesting talk in the

evening, concert ing the people of Armenia, their

customs, etc. On Sunday morning Bro. Trout

preached. His was a funeral discourse. It was
ull of encourag ng thoughts.

For our Sunday schools we have just published a

Class Record" and also a "Minute Book." The
former, for the use of teachers, is probably the most

nvenient record now in use, and should be adopt-

ed in all of our schools. Price, 5 cents, or 12 copies

50 cents. The Minute Book is for the use of Sun-
day school secretaries and treasurers; price, 25

cents. It is intended to answer every purpose of

well-regulated Sunday schools, and will doubtless

be generally adopted by the schools in the Brother-

hood,

The Brethren are now holding regular services in

Decatur, 111. The place of meeting is at No. n 3

and 1 105 North Water Street. There is preaching
each Lord's Day at 11 A. M. and 7: 30 P. M. At
this time Bro, D. B. Gibson is engaged in a series

of meetings in the city,

In the Young People's Department of this issue is

a report from the Plattsburg College. We have in.

vited each school in (he Brotherhood to send us for

publication a monthly report, containing such news
as may make interesting reading, and is in keeping

with the character of the Messenger. This feature

will prove interesting to our young people at least,

Writing from McPherson, Kans., under date of

Oct. 25, Bro, Andrew Hutchison says he has just

returned from Middle Missouri, where several

weeks were spent in series of meetings. He thinks

that the outlook in that part of the Brotherhood is

encouraging. Accompanied by his wife, and others,

he starts to California this week, and until further

notice should bs addressed at Lordsburg.

All of our churches should prepare to have

services on Thanksgiving, Nov. 25. On this occa-

sion we ought to assemble for public worship, and

listen to sermons relating to thanksgiving in some
form. Then a collection should be taken up for the

spread of the Gospel. We mention this now that

we may all be reminded of our privilege along this

line, and be prepared to help the Lord's cause along.

Children's meetings should be encouraged on

every hand. In fact the children should have

their day when the services will be so conducted

as to be within their comprehension, but we sug-

gest that our people do not permit these meetings

to run into semi-religious exhibitions. It seems to

us that a children's meeting should be a religious

service adapted to the wants and interests of the

children, and not an exhibition.

While every possible effort should be made to

open up and sustain missions in the towns and cit-

ies of the United States, still we must not negUct

the rural districts. It is here that we have our

strongest hold on the public, and it is here that a

wonderful field is open to us, The people in the

country will receive our preaching gladly, and we

must not pass by their many calls unheeded. It

occurs to us that this wonderful field is not receiv-

ing the attention it should.

In some families there are Christian servant girls

who set apart one-tenth of their wages for the

Lord's cause. It is not much for each week (prob-

ably 20 cents) but at the end of the year it amounts

to over Sio, What if the 5,000 young brethren and

sisters, who work for wages, would do likewise?

Their average income is about S200 a year. This

would mean $ioo,coo for the Lord's cause. What
wonderful possibilities there are in the hands of our

young people! Let all of them follow the example

of the sisters who set apart one-tenth of their in-

come for the Lord's cause. The Master will cer-

tainly bless and direct every person who thus shows

his interest in the welfare of others.

Not long since a " Birthday Social " was held for

the benefit of one of the popular churches. Each

person was requested to bring, as a donation, as

many cents as he or she was years old. It was

something new, and therefore produced the re-

quired sensation. The pastor sent out the invita-

tions and the people caftie. The social was opened

by singing, "All hail the power of Jesus' name,"

followed by prayer by the pastor. Then followed

songs, vocal and instrumental music, and recitations,

several darkey plnatation songs being a part of the

program. The exercises closed with "Praise God
from whom all blessings flow." The one furnishing

this information says he is no member of the Breth-

n church, but that he is in hearty sympathy with

xr unyielding opposition to such mockery. It

seems to us that no devout Christian v/ould sanction

uch unbecoming conduct in the name of religion
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THE DEPARTURE OF OUR MISSIONARIES TO INDIA.

A strong desire to see our missionaries sail away

from the homeland, and to encourage them as they

went away from us on their long journey to carry

the glad tidings of the Gospel of Christ to the

heathen, led us to make a hasty journey to the East

last week.

We spent the Lord's Day very pleasantly in Phil-

adelphia and enjoyed a meeting and a season of

worship with the members at Germantown, They

now hold their meetings in the new house, built by

the generosity of Mr. Davis, a descendant of Alex-

ander Mack. Bro. G. N, Falkenstein succeeded in

interesting Mr. Davis in the Germantown church,

and, as a result of brother Falkenstein's zeal and

earnestness in the matter, a churchhouse, costing

something over eight thousand dollars has been

built. The new structure is in complete harmony

with the old in simplicity of style. So marked is

this harmony that it almost appears as if the old

building were an addition to the new. Thus we are

indebted to Bro. Falkenstein and Mr. Davis for an

enduring monument that will mark the site of the

first Brethren's meetinghouse in America for many

years to come.

In the basement of the new building a commodi-

ous fire-proof vault has been constructed and it is

Bro. Falkenstein's desire,—a desire that should

meet a hearty response from all,—that the ancient

records of the mother church be placed

vault for safe keeping and for future reference. It

would be a generous act, if those who are

possession of such records and relics of the past

would restore them to the place where they proper-

ly belong.

In the evening we had the pleasure of hearing

Bro. T. T. Myers give a lecture on his travels in Bi-

ble Lands, He spoke in the church in Philadelphia

to an interested audience. Bro, Myers gave a

graphic and very interesting description of his

journey from Beyrout to the head waters of the

Jordan, giving a number of illustrations by the way,

showing that the conditions in Palestine to-day

agree with the statements made in the Bible. His

lectures will result in good, in establishing his hear-

ers more firmly in their faith in God's Book.

We spent part of Tuesday evening in a meeting

with our missionaries at the mission in Brooklyn,

Bro, McCann preached a short sermon on the full

assurance of our acceptance with Christ, after

which others spoke on the same line of thought.

We had a good meeting, and, as it was the last we

were to enjoy together with our missionaries, for

some time, at least, and perhaps the last in this

world, we all felt the need of Divine help. A sea-

son of earnest prayer was enjoyed. After com-

mending each other to the grace of God and to the

keeping of the Master, we separated for the night,

feeling that all was well.

On Wednesday morning, Oct, 27, we gathered on

board the new American steamer, St. Paul. For

five days a great storm had prevailed on the Atlan-

tic Coast, but now the storm had ceased, and the

day was bright and clear,—a harbinger, we said, of

a pleasant voyage, Our missionaries were cheerful

and happy. Having fully consecrated their hearts

and lives to the work of the Lord, they were

cheered by the consciousness that they were in the

line of duty. Some twenty-five brethren and sisters

were present to say good-bye, and wish those who

were going, a safe and prosperous voyage. We had

a desire to have a season of worship together, on

board the ship, but the cabins were too small for

the number present, and as we could secure no pri-

vate room, this was omitted. We said good-bye,

and our prayers went up to God in behalf of each

other. Tears were shed, for separation of loving

hearts is always painful, and tears, unbidden, will

I-JEDa GraS2»333X; :L£23SSBEXrGKH)C£U

All too soon came the signal for those, who were

not taking passage, to go ashore Our party as-

sembled on the pier, and there on deck, by the rail

of the ship, stood our little band of missionaries,

four in number. No, five, for we must not for-

get Brother and Sister Forney's first born babe,

scarce a year old. Just at the stroke of ten

o'clock, the great ship, like a thing of life, began

slowly to move away, out into the stream. A fate-

well strain of music floated out upon the air

from invisible musicians. With streaming eyes

we watched the little band of consecrated ones,

now cut off from home and country, standing close

together on the deck, and so they disappeared

from our sight. A sense of loneliness came upon
us, and we heartily wished we were standing with

them. We shall always think of them as we last

saw them on that bright October morning, standing

together, forming, for the time being, a little world

of their own. And may they thus stand together

and labor together in the great mission upon which

they have enteredt If the whole church could

stand together as stood our missionaries on the St.

Paul, united in heart, sentiment and purpose, what

a pov/er she would become for good in the world!

God help us to stand together in the unity of the

Spirit in Christ. We turned away from wharf and

receding ship, rejoicing for the present activity of

the church in all good works, and especially in the

great mission cause. Who can measure the results

that are to (low from this consecrated work?

The Brooklyn mission appears to be in a pros-

perous condition. Our stay in the city was too

brief to become fully acquainted with the work.

Sister Boone is devoting her time fully to the mis-

, and is even laboring beyond her strength.

We advised a rest, but she is loath to stop, even for

a short time. We saw some of the members, and

they are earnest and zealous. Bro. Hope, who has

spent some months in Brooklyn, has now returned

to his home and family.

On our homeward way we stopped a short time

in Washington and enjoyed a brief visit with our

missionaries. Bro. Hollinger is hopeful for the

future, and is working hard. If the churches h>

has visited respond as he hopes they will, th

church building may be erected this fall. Surely

this should be done. We visited Bro. Westergren

in the hospital. He is improving rapidly, and in a

few weeks will be out again. Just before taking

the train at Washington, we received the sad

of the death of Bro. S. H. Myers, of Virginia,

had learned to love our brother, and we journeyed

home with a sad heart. d, l.
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THE BEAUTIFUL QATE.

" The Beautiful Gate,"—how sweetly the word

drop, and how endearing the ideas that associate

themselves with the expression! Beautiful, lovely,

comely and charming gate,—the doorway of en-

trance. "Beautiful" and "gate" combined, and

we have a lovely thought of the going in through

the gate into the city. This beautiful gate seen:

have been tha entrance from Solomon's porch into

the Temple.

Josephus says this gate was added by Herod to

the Court of the Gentiles, and was thirty cubits

high and fifteen broad, and was made of Corinthi-

an brass,—more pompous in its workmanship anc

splendor than those that were covered with silver

and gold. In connection with its splendor and

beauty were associated the manifestations of mer-

cy.

In the Mosaic dispensation, when the building

was in the height of its glory, the porch appears to

have been the resting-place of the blind, the halt

and the lame, who had resorted to the pool of Si-

loam, and here waited for the moving of the waters.

How beautiful and sacred must have been this

place to those who were healed of whatsoever dis-

they possessed! At this same beautiful gate

the Savior of the world manifested himself to the

poor, impotent man, who had already been waiting

there thirty and eight years, that he might have an
opportunity of plunging himself beneath the heal-

ng water, and be made whole, There was the heal-

ng Siloam, commingled with the atoning blood of

Christ. As the moving of the water of the pool

ceased, the fountain for sin and uncleanness,

which was to proceed from the house of David,

opened, The living water has now become assimi-

lated with the person of Christ, and those who
would be made whole must now come to this

" fountain,"—ever ready and willing to administer

to every kind of human want or woe. No man ev-

er heard, within the sacred limits of the Gate Beau-
tiful, the groans and prayers of the disappointed,

because of missing the first plunge into the healing

water, Now was the middle wall or partition burst

asunder, and all who would had free access to the

new and better fountain, of which this one was only

a figure. But still the place had its sacred associa-

tions, and became the choice resort of the beggars,

to sit and ask alms of the people. Here it was that

the poor man, who was lame from his mother's

womb, was carried, when Peter and John went up
together into the temple, at the hour of prayer.

The poor man, lame from his mother's womb,
perhaps, occupied the same seat as did the man of

the infirmity thirty and eight years, but not with the

same hope being in his soul. The angel has gone,

and the moving of the waters has ceased,

His only hope is that of receiving alms, yet the

glory of the Lord's house, in part, remained, and

the remembrance of mercies received, made holy

the sacred spot.

Peter and John having been made rich through

divine grace and being filled with the Spirit, ap-

proach the beautiful gate and there behold the un-

fortunate suppliant await their approach. What
will they do? He is truly unfortunate and needs

money, Of this we have none,—'silver and gold,

—

but that which is more precious we have,— of this,

the Lord has given. John says: "Look up." Peter

says: "Silver and gold have I none, but such as I

have give I to thee. In the name of Jesus Christ of

Nazareth rise up and walk." Now the beautiful

gate opens and the lame man enters the temple

with Peter and John, " walking and leaping and

praising God." O, how lovely, how blessed was the

entering in through this gate!

Dear reader, are you blind, lame or halt? Do
you not know that you are wretched, miserable,

poor, blind and halt while living in sin? If so,

this beautiful gate is ready to swing on its golden

hinges, to let you in; only "knock and it shall be

opened."

The gate that leads into the Christian church has

been opened and the invitation to you is: " Come! "

Will you not come and enter this " beautiful gate
"

into the vineyard of the Lord,—labor for him now,

so that in the end you shall be permitted to enter

the pearly gate of heaven, the beautiful gate of the

City of God, and walk on the golden streets with

Abraham, Isaac and all the loved ones gone before,

having God for your father, Jesus for your king,

and all the blood-washed throng as brothers and

sisters? Surely this should be enough, but it is not

all. Only half has been told. - "Eye has not seen,

ear has not heard, neither has the heart conceived

the things that the Father hath prepared for them

that love him."

"Beautiful Zion, built above,

Beautiful city that I love,

Beautiful gates of pearly white,

Beautiful temple—God its light;

He who was slain on Calvary,

Opens the pearly gates to me."
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QUERISTS' DEPARTMENT.

Is it right to pray the Lord's Prayer in concert, as it is often

done at the closing devotional exercises in many Sunday

schools, and even in some churches? If so, what passages of

Scripture teach people to pray in concert.

—

% IV, Wegtey.

The whole construction of the Lord's Prayer is

in the plural form, and, on appropriate occasions,

if so desired, can be repeated in concert, in perfect

accord with the sense and construction of the

Prayer. This is not the case with the prayer of the

Lord recorded in John 17. That was for one per-

san only. Sunday schools, public schools, or fami-

lies, may, with propriety, repeat the Lord's Prayer

in concert, as a training for the young mind, both

in the learning of the Prayer, and in acquiring the

feeling of reverence for the Deity. There is noth-

ing inconsistent about this, any more than (here is

about singing in concert. There is no Scripture

having a direct bearing on the question, any more

than the construction of the Prayer itself. And
yet, we would not advise the repeating of

Prayer, in concert, in any Sunday school where

it gives dissatisfactii

mend it in our publi

in regard to the use of this Prayer, is to employ it

in spirit and in truth, and then not mutilate it.

The Lord knew how to compose a prayer for his

people, and we pity the man who thinks he knows

so much more than the Lord, and undertakes to put

it up in a better form.

Please explain Ezek. 13: 18, which roads thus: " Woe to the

women that sew pillows to aJl armholes, and make kerchiefs

upon the bead of every stature to hunt souls! Will ye hunt
the souls of my people, and will ye save the souls alive that

come unto you? "—Af. S.

The Revised rendering says, "Sew pillows upon

all elbows," or, upon the "joints of the hands,"

Reference is probably made to those who either

rested at ease with cushions on their elbows and

wrists, or placed their dupes at ease, by having

them to rest on pillows or cushions. Doubtless the

prophet had in mind a class of women somewhat

like the Gypsy fortune-tellers, save that they lived

at greater ease, and, by their ease and deceptive

surroundings, decoyed both the old and young to

the destruction of their souls.

Please explain 1 John 1: 8. It reads: "If we say that we
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us,"

—FrancisMt While.

No words of ours can make the meaning of this

verse any plainer. It gives uj to understand that

the person who says he never makes any mistakes,

is deceiving himself. The best of people will make
mistakes in their religious efforts, but, in the next

verse, they are told to confess their sins, and God
will forgive them.

Is it in harmony with the rules of the Brotherhood, when a
member violates the church rules, and is brought before the
council, and acknowledges his faults, to put a penalty on him,
or the family, that, if such fault is found in them again, they
will be dismissed from the church without any further hear-
ing?—P.P. L.

The penalty is a very severe one, and there may
be circumstances under which it would be justifia-

ble. It looks very much like the last remedy short

of expulsion. Consult some elders who have a

good knowledge of the case,

Should we not have money enough to finish paying for our
new meetinghouse, would it be wrong to take up a collection,

as a free will offering, at the dedication, for the purpose of
paying off the debt?—A. A.

We see nothing out of the way in taking a collec-

tion, as a free-will offering, on such occasions, and
for the purpose designated, and it is frequently

done by churches in limited circumstances. But
our people should avoid the turning of the dedica-

tion services into a begging or money-raising
E;heme, as is often done, to the discredit of the
Christian religion. A free-will offering is in order
at any iim.% but Ihe populai- money raising schemes,

on dedication occasions, are unbecoming our

fession. The better way is to count the cost well,

and secure the money before the building is com-

A SECOND SABBATH.

In this age, when Sunday keeping is becoming
quite general in many parts of the civilized world,

and is even enforced by law in some countries, the

Jews, as well as others, who keep the Sabbath of

the Old Testament, find it difficult to adjust them-
selves to their surroundings. The Independent, in

a recent issue, discusses the question in a very clear

manner. We quote as follows;

" It is the one hard question which Hebrews have
to answer, how they can keep the Seventh Day when
the world about them insists on keeping the First

Day, and when the laws of the land, by making la-

bor illegal on Sunday, compel strict Jews to keep
two Sabbaths in a week. For the Sabbath is the

crowning treasure and distinction of the Jews, and
to give up the Seventh Day is almost the giving up
of Judaism.

" For this reason a special interest attaches to the
proposition of Judge Sulzberger, a man honored in

Hebrew circles, that for those whose livelihood cr.

pels them to work on Saturday a similar provis

be made in Jewish law to that allowed for th

who cannot for any reason keep the Passover at its

regular time; for them a 'Second Passover ' has been
provided, even from Biblical times. Judge Sul:

berger says that many of the Russian Jews coming
to this country find it necessary to work on Satur-

day, and are losing their Jewish faith. He would,
therefore, call an ecumenical council of Judaism and
have it consider whether, in countries where it is

practically impossible, on account of ihe stern ri-

valries of business, to keep the Jewish Sabbath, it

may not be allowed to keep instead a 'Second Sab-
bath,' Shebbaih Shcr.i.

From the response which this proposition has

of being accepted.met

The rabbis quoted in The Jewish Exponent
opposed to it. There are a number of Refoi

agogues which offer special religious

Sunday for the advantage of their people who are

employed on Saturday, but very few attend. When
the Jew transfers his Saturday to Sunday he has be-

come, so they seem to think, more than half Chris-

tian; and the other half of his sympathies would
not long remain Hebrew, It would not seem to us,

from a Christian point of view, that Judaism can
be a very edifying religion, if half of it consists in

the preference of one day to another for divine

worship. That makes Judaism mostly a very with-

ered formalism. That which has kept Judaism so

magnificently alive during centuries of persecution,

must be much more than this.

"And yet the spiritualizing of Judaism, and the

dethronement of its Talmudism, must result in

bringing it nearer to Christianity, and in making it

clear that what is vital in it, religiously, does not
consist in the choice of one day in the week, of a

day which is changed by once going around the

world. A Jew may travel around the world,
keeping every seventh day, and when he re-

turns find that his Sabbath and the Christian Sab-
bath coincide. How would it do, instead of this

ecumenical Jewish council, to have the Jews simply
circumnavigate the globe? Then they could call

the day Saturday which we call Sunday. But per-

haps quite as hopeful a suggestion, and one not at

all out of the line of progressive care for the laboring

classes, wquld be to double the usual Saturday half-

holiday. In some of our States Saturday afternoon
is a legal holiday; and to that extent the Jews are

already protected by law in their special Sabbath.
When we get the eight-hour day of labor, the next
step may be a whole holiday on Saturday as well as

Sunday, and then the Jews will have all the Sabbath
they want; perhaps all of us will have more than
we want, although not then so many holidays as

burden J (aly and some other countries,"

* HOME * AND * FAMILY i

Put t islei t me Father, dear,

As mother used to do in baby hovel;

When I, grown weary, left my toys and play
And crept into her arms to rest awhile.

Those happy years are in the distant past,—
Not long in time, but seeming long in years;

So hard has been the travail and the toil,

My hair is silvered and my feet are tired.

Put me to sleep and rest me, Father, dear,

There, fold me to thy warm, broad bosom, so,

—

Just as my mother used to, ere she clasped
Me close and kissed me the sweet, last good bye,

And put me down in this wide world alone.

My morning tasks lie all unfinished yet,

The morning hours linger, Father, dear,

But I am weary grown; put me to sleep

Awhile. These hands are useless,—tired so.

Put me to sleep and rest me, Father, dear]

Against thy bosom, warm with everlasting life,

My wearied frame shall gather strength for all

The hours of toil that yot before me wait.

My mother hushed me so, with lullabies

And love born of Thy deeper Father love,

And when I waked my play was sweet again.

So shall I wake from Thy strong arms refreshed,

To find my incompleted tasks are sweet,

When the day's work is neatly folded by
According to Thy plans so true and wise,

And evening hours have come with soothing balm
In firmer faith, I'll plead in tender tone,

" Put me to sleep and rest me, Father, deal,

But waken me beyond the realms of toil."

La Porte, Ind,

THE UNSAID WORDS.

There are words that are sometirres said that

are remembered while life lasts for the pain they

give. In a moment, an utterance may be made
that all the earth cannot recall a moment later.

Few there be, who have not, at times, said the

thing that they were sorry for a long life-time after-

ward, and all to no avail. These are things that no
earthly help can undo.

But there are other things too often left unsaid,

and these are to be the burden of this article. We
are stingier of kind words than we are of our mon-
ey. Many a child might beg its father to give it a

cent, but in after-life it would be hard to recall any
words of praise for the good it did. The more
prominent a man or woman is before the public,

the surer he is of unintelligent criticism and un-

merited condemnation, He is like a signboard at

the forks of the road,—the target of everybody who
cares to fire a load of shot into it. It is not only in

the case of the worldly prominent that this miserli-

ness of approval is a characteristic, but for those

right around us we have too few gifts of outspoken
commendation. And it extends to all animate
creation. There is not a dog which will not trot

down the road with a higher head for a pat on the

back.

There is something about the mounds in the

graveyard that sets us to thinking. Those who lie

there are beyond our reach, They may be far away
from here, or they may be right around us, But
they arc beyond our reach, and no regret of unpaid

it ever has a whisper of acceptance, from out

of the unknown. It used to be the case with us

that praise was regarded as dangerous to the reci-

pient, as likely to beget pride. Some carried this

ciple so far that they refused honors in words
to the dead. The whole principle was wrong. It

is mostly operative among a class who, by no con-

ivable performance, could rise to the level of the

average, and they established a principle of no
redit to hide their persistent shortcomings.

After death the rule is that he who is gone fs

credited with all the virtues they denied him in

life. Had they said half to him so that he could

hear, much of life's roughness would have been

othed down. Many a man goes struggling



No 6, 1S97. ^33 O-OB^jEI; LESSSSTBTQaB,
"'5

along under a load that could be materially

lightened with cheering words that cost nothing,

and which are the due of us all, one unto another.

Did you ever stop to consider that no one ever

had occasion to regret kind words? Whatever of

bitterness that may have been said or done, and
which is now irreparable, it is a certain fact that

after our friends have passed over, there will be no
call to regret that we contributed our well-meant

alms of words that lighted the way and lifted the

burdens that are laid on us all.

Lezvitburg, Pa,

CONTENTMENT.

BY EMMA CARSTENSEN.

A few days ago this text came to my notice. It

met me with such peculiar force that it caused me
to look at myself and everybody else, in an entirely

different light from what I had done before.

My ideal of life seems to have been to have " a

pleasant, happy home on earth," and when, a few

months ago, I was left with three children to sup-

port, the desirable part of my life seemed to be

gone. I knew that the promise is that " all things

work together for good to them that love God,"

but I could not see how to apply it to my case.

We had a home but it was only the embryo of

what it was to become. There was a doctor's bill

and funeral expenses to pay. Friends advised me
to dispose of part of the property to pay accounts,

This was very hard for me to do, but was finally

agreed to. To give up the head of the family was

no small task, and now to give up the children's

playground seemed more than I could bear. Ev-

erything I looked at seemed to be in mourning. I

knew that God was good, but I followed so far off

that I fear, to those around me, I even denied that

I knew him.

While worrying over what I regarded as " selfish

charity," the above text came to my notice. I

turned the reflection on myself and there, deep
down in my own heart, I found covetousness so

thoroughly rooted that I wondered how the good
Lord could be so merciful to me, That I was not

smitten even sorer, was a wonder to me, It was

not because I lacked anything I needed, but be

cause I wanted more than I had. How foolish to

fret about a future home in this life, when, long be-

fore the trees we planted can yield fruit or grateful

shade, we may be in the spirit world!

I concluded it would be better to count blessings

and this morning, at the breakfast table, when littl

three-year-old Hans looked up into my face ani

said, "Are you going to be a good mamma to-day?
'

I regarded the question as altogether pertinent and
told him I would try to be.

Are you discontented? Look into your heart and

see if you cannot find a trace of covetousness.

We sejid missionaries to the heathen countries

(would we were sending more). Since " covetous-

ness is idolatry," how many of us can convert one

heathen right at home without any expense?

Some one has said, " Contentment is the very ex-

tract of all common sense!" How much better it

would be, how much useless heartache we would
save ourselves and others if we would calmly, nobly

take the conditions of life, and trust and be content,

" Since life is oft perplexing,

Tis much the wisest plan

To bear all trials bravely

And smile whene'er you can."

As a rule it is not because our lot is so hard that

we fret, but because we look on the dark side and

magnify it until we fail to see that there is any

bright side. Let us remember the story of the

farmer telling the woman who was complaining

about dark weather that this was good growing

weather. So it is in life. If we have all sunshine

and no rain, the plants wither and die. Those who
have borne the severest trials are the strongest.

The most patient and contented people very often [

are those who have the least. "Contentment with
godliness is great gain." Let us cultivate this

"sweet flower!

"

Johnstown, Pa,

District Meeting.

The Ministerial and District Meetings of the Dis-
trict of Michigan were held with the members of

the New Haven church Oct. 8 and 9.

These meetings began with a sermon on the ev-
ening of the 7th by Bro. J, M. Lair, followed by
Ministerial Meeting Oct. 8, and a missionary sermon
in the evening of the same day by Bro. J. M. Smith.
A collection for general missionary work in this

State resulted in raising S14.08. The morning of

the 9th found all ready for work in the capacity of

District Meeting. A much needed and very im-
portant step was taken to further the mission work
of the church in this State, in the election of Bro.

Jno. M. Smith as State evangelist for one year.

The evening of the same day was made memorable
on account of a large and very solemn Communion
service. On Sunday morning we convened at 9; 30,

to hear addresses from several of the brethren, on
topics relating to Sunday school work. At lu: 30
we were ably and earnestly addressed on "

Anointing," by Eld. I. F, Rairigh. The evening of

the same day was spent to the edification and up
building of all, on hearing the discourses of breth

ren Jonas Overholt and J. M. Lair.

The interest and attendance of all these meetings
was good, and many lasting impressions were made.
The ministerial meeting was exceptionally good,

especially in the discussion of " O uery Box " topics.

With but few exceptions all responded very earn-

estly and conscientiously to the work given them.

J, W. Chambers.
Brice, Mich,

Ministerial Meeting of Northeastern Ohio.

The Ministerial Meeting of Northeastern Ohio
was one of the best the District has ever held. As
it was held on the day before District Meeting, this,

no doubt, increased the attendance, thereby adding

to the interest.

The first session of the meeting was held on
Tuesday evening, Oct. 5, in the large meetinghouse

of the West Nimishillen church. The subject of the

evening was taken from Acts 28: 15, "Thanked God
and took courage," Many encouraging thoughts

were given by the ministers present, to the ministry,

as well as to the laity.

The organization took place on Wednesday
morning. Wm. Dessenberg was chosen Moderator,

Quincy Leckrone, Assistant Moderator, T. S. Moh-
erman, Reading Clerk, and W. F. England, Writing

Clerk.

First Topic—"What are Christ and the Church

to Me?" This was found to be full of good things

for the soul. Christ is the minister's greatest and

only perfect teacher, The church is this place of

discipline, Christ and the church are united. " I

am the door."

Second Topic.—"The Christian Ministry." This

was considered under four heads: (a) Unity; (b)

exchange of pulpits; (<r) Gospel sermons; (d) de-

corum. The discussion brought out many new and

valuable thoughts, some of which we note: United

in their teaching, each one of the ministers may re-

tain his own individuality. The power in unity is

illustrated by the little ant. Unity of love will

bring unity of action. A united ministry means a

united flock. Ministers, in exchanging pulpits, be-

come acquainted with the membership of other

congregations, give a change of spiritual food,

alike beneficial to both minister and congregation,

A Gospel sermon is a discourse upon a certain

Scriptural text, and not an historical account of all
the Bible. The decorum of the minister includes
the propriety or becomingness of his manner, con-
duct, speech and dress. The apostle says, "Take
heed unto thyself and to the flock," putting self
as the first in importance to take heed to. Some
take heed to the flock and forget self. The minis-
ter's whole manner, conduct, speech and dress will,
if regulated by true ministerial decorum, cause men
to say, " There is a minister of the Gospel."
The afternoon was taken up with the subject of

mission work; (a) " Home and Foreign; " (d) " Who
"ill Go?" (<:)'* Who will Send Them?" The mis-

as encouraged. The mil-

>k others to help him to

morsel of bread, neither

woman, who is finan-

ubstantial missionary

work to do,

sion cause, generally,

lionairc ought not to

give the poor beggar

ought that Christian man 01

daily able, hesitate to do
work. All Christians ha
The church will and must send them. If the
ister travels east, west, north and south, spends his

means and those of his wife and children for the
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The Ministerial Meeting of Northeastern Ohio,

took a decidedly missionary turn, and at this point
took up a collection of $22,25.

Wednesday evening was taken up with Sunday
school work and vocal music. Both topics were
discussed in a spiritual manner, showing the neces-
sity of preparation and a regular attendance in Sun-
day school work,—that the song service is a part
of divine worship.

The sisters took a noble part in the discussions of
many topics, especially were they interested in

mission work. The soul-cheering songs, after each
topic discussed, added joy and gladness to the
meeting.

Eld. I. J. Rosenberger, of Covington, Ohio, par-
ticipated in the discussions. The query box did
not create as much interest this year, as usual, no
doubt because we did not take as much interest in

placing interesting queries in the box. Each ses-

sion of the meeting was largely attended, and the
West Nimishillen church has the thanks of earh
one present for the pleasant, easy and agreeable
manner in which they were entertained.

W, F. England.
Ashland, Ohio. •

Sunday School Meeting.

The Sunday school meeting of Central District of
Pennsylvania, was held at Everett, Pa,, Sept, 9 and
10, It was largely attended, showing an increased

interest in Sunday school work, Nearly every
church in the District was represented, and the ex-

cellent interest continued throughout the meeting.

The organization resulted as follows: Moderator,

W. J. Swigart; Assistant Moderator, J. B, Brum-
baugh; Secretary, W. S. Long; Treasurer, A, O.
Dilling.

The Secretary of this meeting was appointed Sec-

retary of the State District, to correspond with Sun-
day school committee, appointed by Annual Con-
ference. All schools of the District did not hand
in reports, but the reports received showed an aver-

age attendance of 1,774 scholars for every Sunday
in the school year.

Collections received for the work at home and at

mission points, amounted to 5725,66, Sixty-three

scholars were received into the church. Some
hools were open the full year, some nine months,

and a few six months.

The meeting gave a strong impetus to the work,

id much encouragement to the workers, and we
press into our duties with a desire to render a re-

port of still more and better .work, for the coming
year. We hope to have a report from every school,

at the next meeting. God has certainly blessed the

efforts that have been made, and every person

should engage in the work with diligence, resting on

the Lord's promises for the future, Thirty-one

schools in the District reported, and we feel that all

at the meeting received favorable and lasting im->

pressions. W, S, Long,

Tyrone, Pa,



Notes x from x our x Correspondents.

INDIANA.

Osceola Congregation.—Oct. 23 we held the firsi

love feast since the congregation was organized

The brethren and sisters of the adjoining congrega-

tions assisted in making the meeting a pleasant

one. Ministers present were L. Hillery, Geo.

hart, A. H. PuterbaugH, and others. Bro. Hillery

officiated. They were listened to by a large con-

gregation, who had never before witnessed such a

meeting. We have reason to believe that lasting

impressions were made.

—

Piter Hoffman, Elkhart,

Ind., Oct, 25.

Middletown.—We had meetings here last Sunday

morning and evening, by Bro. Walter Gustin. 1 at-

tended a glorious least at the Lower Fall Creek

church Oct. 15. I remained until Sunday morning.

They are having a series of meetings. Bro. Jacob

Heistand, of Hoaglin, Ohio, is doing the preaching.

We expect to have a series of meetings at the old

church by Bro. David Replogle, prior to our love

feast. Bro. Calvin Hook, neir Shideler, has taken

Bro, Bruok's place at the Old People's Home, near

Honey Creek.

—

FkridaJ. E. Green, 0:t, 18,

Roann Church.—Bro. L. H. Eby held a series of

meetings in our churchhouse near Roann, commenc-
ing Oct. 9, and closing the night of Oct. 24, with a

full house of attentive listeners. On the evening of

Oct. 23 we met for love feast services, which were a

spiritual feast indeed. Bro. Eby officiated. The
ministerial aid was ample. About four hundred

members communed, while others were deprived

from the blessed privilege for the want of room.

The interest was good and the house very much
crowded. In the morning of the second day of the

feast, our three young ministers, George Swihart,

Robert Miller, and Henry Neff, were advanced to

the second degree of the ministry.

—

Joseph John,

Oct. 2J.

Ladoga.—Our love feast was held Oct. 13. Min-

istering brethren were D. C. Campbell, Jacob Se-

crist and Jacob Rairick. Bro. Rairick held services

until Oct. 19. Three precious souls made the good

confession.—Lula HarMargcr, Oct. 20.

Muncie.—At present we arc located here by a

committee, appointed by the four churches adjoin-

ing Muncie. We, therefore, recall all our engage-

ments to churches, for the present, expecting to

give our entire time to the work here. At present,

we are engaged in a series of meetings near White-

ly, a suburb of Muncie. As soon as we can secure

a place for preaching in the city, we expect to hold

a series of meetings. We feel that we have a great

work to do. Any one having friends in the city,

whom they would like us to call on, will please

write and give me their addresses.

—

Geo, L. Sittie-

baker, So/ E, Main St,

Springfield Church.—Our Communion was held

Oct. 16. About ninety-five members surroifnded

the Lord's table. Brethren Noah Shutt, Ben Lear,

and others, were with us. Bro. Lear officiated.

Members from adjoining churches were also pres-

ent. We were much strengthened by the meetings,

and the interest was certainly commendable. On
Sunday forenoon Bro. Shutt preached an interest-

ing sermon.—Hattie Weaver, Cosp-.rville, Noble Co,
lid., Oct. iS.

North Manchester.—This church is enjoying a

siason of prosperity. Five have been received by
baptism since our last report. Eld. Sanger, from
Virginia, is holding an interesting series of meetings
at the churchhouse in town. The attendance is

large, and good results are expected,—D. C. Crip:,

Oc: 21.

Walnut Level Church.—We just closed a short

series of meetings, conducted by Bro. B. F, Honey-
man, from the Salem church, Ohio. To our sorrow
the meetings closed too soon. Bro. Honeyman
conducted one children's meeting for us. He prom-
ises to be with us again in the near future.—Matil-
da S. Studebaker, Oct. 21.

SHjE (3-OBFSnLi ^CESSSiTCa-ESS,.

St. Joseph Valley.—Last Saturday evening was
our love feast at this place. About one hundred
members communed. Nine ministers were present.

Bro. H. M. Schwalm officiated. The next morning,
after Sunday school, Bro. Jerry Bottorff gave an

excellent talk to a full house. Bro. G. D. Zollers

will hold a series of meetings, in the near future, at

this place. It looks as if the Sunday school were
to be an evergreen one, as the same Superintendents
were chosen for another three months.—Cannon
Smith, South Bend, Ind., Oct. 20.

ofMiddle Fork Church.—Bro. Jacob Win
McPherson, Kins., commenced meetings Oct. 3
and closed to-day, v/ith four accessions by baptism
and others almost persuaded. Oar Communion
was held Oct. 9. Bro. Witmore officiated. Visit-

ing ministers were D. Bock, A. Crosswhite, Bowers,
and others. Adjoining congregations were well

represented.—John E. Mcltgtr, Edna Mills, Ind., Oct.

Union City Church.—Our love feast, Oct. 16, was
a most pleasant one. The attendance was large,

thirteen churches being represented. Eld. Tobias
Kreider officiated. Sunday morning the hour for

Sunday school was given to a children's meeting,
conducted by Bro. A. C. Young and Eld. Kreider.

After the conclusion of our children's meeting, we
listened to farewell addresses, given by those who
came to our assistance. Oct. 18 a few of the breth-

ren and sisters met for Communion services at the
home of our afflicted sister, Barbara Cop. Oct. 19
another call came, and hearts were made to rejoice.

Bro. John Mumah and wife, who had, years ago
gone with the Old Order Brethren, were restored

to full fellowship— 1-sta Simmtns, Oct. 21.

PENNSYLVANIA.

Warriors Mark.— Oct. 16 and 17 we held an en-

joyable love feast. Eld. S. S. Gray and Bro. W. S.

Long were with us. On Sunday morning Bro.

Long gave us a most excellent sermon. On Sun-
day evening Bro, Gray and a few others, went to

the home of our aged sister, Katie Nearhoof, and
held a Communion meeting with her. She is in her
ninety-first year, feeble in body, but hopeful.—
Nora F. Underwood, Fleming, Pa., Oct, 21.

Clover Creek —We held our love feast Oct. 9,

which was well attended, and enjoyed by all pres-

Bro. H. B. Brumbaugh, of Huntingdon, Pa.,

officiated. He also gave us two very interesting

Bible Land talks on Sunday morning and evening,

>wing the feast. Bro. J. B. Brumbaugh was ad-

led to the second degree of the ministry after

ices on Sunday morning —J. G. Mock, Martins-

burg, Pa., Oct 21.

Lancaster City.—The first services were held in

te new church on last Sunday, Oct. 24, on the first

oor, the room being but temporarily fitted up, as

the house is not yet finished. It was thought un-

to continue the services longer under the tent,

which had been used since July, while the building

in course of construction. Bro. Silas Hoover
commence a series of meetings Nov. 13. The

dedicatory services and love feast will be held at a

later date.— T. F. Imler, Oct' 26,

Woodbury Church.—Our love feast was held

Oct. 7. The attendance was large. A number of
' istering brethren were with us. Eld. J. B.

mbaugh officiated. Eld. John Bennett preached
for us the next morning. These meetings were
much enjoyed. We expect to continue our Sunday
school at least through the present quarter. Since
our last report, two young sisters were added to the

church by baptism.—/. C. Stayer, Oct. /p.

York City.—We had an enjoyable love feast here

Oct. 24. Over two hundred members communed.
Our children's meeting was held next morning.
Brethren J. J. Ellis, C. H. Balsbaugh, and A. B.

Barnhart did the talking. Eld. D. F. Stouffer

gave us a good sermon in the morning. Eld. S. R.

Zug, and others, were present. One precious soul

was added to the fold. Bro. S. S. Sanger will com-
mence a series of meetings Nov. 13.—W. A. Tritn-

mtr, jiS N. Bclvidtrc Ave., Oct. 25.

kov. 0, IS97.

Red Bank Church.— Oct. 16 and 17 Bro. J. C.

Johnson and I enjoyed several good meetings with
the brethren of the above-named church. Their
love feast was on the evening of Oct. 16, Bro. John-
son efficiating. Their congregation is small, but
they have zealous workers. As they are now with-

out a resident minister, an active minister should
locate among them. A collection was taken at the
close of the Sunday morning service, for the India

mission, and $5 was realized.—F. D. Anthony, Elder-

ton, Pa., Oct. it),

Coventry.—Our love feast was held on the even-
ing of Oct. 9 Eld. J. P. Hetric officiated, assisted

by brethren J. T. Myers and F. F. Holsopple.—Es-
ther B. Kulp, Pottsfowtt, Pa., Oct 23.

Lower Cumberland.—We held a pleasant love
feast Oct. 20 and 21. Elders Jacob Hollinger, C.

L. Pfautz, E. D, Book, Christian Bucher and others

were with us. Brethren Daniel Landis and Harry
Bealman were ordained to the eldership.

—

Isaac
Bart), Mechanicsburg, Pa., Oct. 21.

Conestoga.—A few weeks ago, we reported nine

applicants for baptism, as a result of Bro. Haas' ef-

forts, at Bareville, but, since then, five more have
come. These fourteen were all baptized at our
love feast, Oct. 12. It rained heavily in the morn-
ing, but ceased just before time for baptizing. We
had a very enjoyable feast.—Lizzie M; crs, Oct. 18.

McConnellsburg.— I am now attending a series

of meetings at this place. Bro, J. Kurtz Miller is

doing the preaching. We intend having a love

feast on Saturday, Oct. 23, at 4 P. M. We dedicat-

ed the church yesterday. An immense crowd was,

present.— W. A. Anthony, Oct. 18.

KANSAS.

Washington Creek.—Our council, prior to our

love feast, was held Oct. 20. All was pleasantly

disposed of. We decided to commence a series of

meetings Nov. 7. Bro. C. T. Heckman is to do the

preaching. Our feast will be Nov. 13, at 4 P. M —
/. L. Hoover, Oct, 24.

Scott Valley Church.—We held our church

council, preparatory to our love feast, Sept. 29,

with Bro. John Sherfy as moderator. Bro. W. H,
Miller, of Westphalia, Kins., was elected agent for

the Messenger. Love and harmony prevailed.

Our love feast, Oct. 13, was a refreshing one to the

soul. Brethren Sherfy, Harshman, Studebaker,

Watkins and Giffin were with us. About one hun-

dred members communed. Bro. J. M. Miller con-

ducted the song service. Bro. H. C, Smith was for-

warded to the second degree of the ministry.

Since our last report we have received two by letter,

one by baptism, and one reclaimed. Our series of

meetings begins Nov. 29, to be conducted by Bro.

Wm. Lihman, of the Verdigris church.

—

Maggie

Myers, Sharp!, Kans., Oct. 16.

Pleasant Grove Church.—Our love feast was held

Oct. 16. The house was filled, yet a more quiet

feast I never attended. A number of ntembers

from adjoining churches were present, and we were

amply supplied with ministerial help—fourteen

ministers were seated at one table. Should the

people of this good State be crying for the ' Bread

of Life?" Eld. M. E. Brubaker, of Lyons, Kans.,

officiated. On Sunday morning we had a children's

meeting. I am glad for those meetings. At eleven

o'clock Eld. Jesse Studebaker preached from Gal.

2: 20 to a large congregation. We expect to have

a series of meetings in the near future. Bro. J. Z.

Gilbert and wife will be with us for at least one

year.

—

Barbara S. Katherman, 1240 New York St.,

Lawrence, Kans.

Abilene.—The love feast, held at Bro, Geo. Man-
on's, in the western part of the District, was a

pleasant one. Many from adjoining congregations

were with us. About ninety members communed.
Ministers from a distance were brethren Hantz,

B. Forney and Gigax. Bro. Hantz officiated. One
was baptized. The children's meeting was well at-

tended, and many good things were said by both

brethren and sisters,—-John I, Manon, Oct, 20,
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Maple Grove Ohurch.—Oct. 16 we held „„.
feast. Many visiting members were present, but,
owing to the inclemency of the weather, the con
gregation was not as large as usual. Bro. Wertz, of

Quintet, remained with us this week and preached
three good sermons.—Laura M. Shuey, Rockwell
City, Kant., Oct 31.

Appanoose Ohnrch.—Our series of meet...,,..

conducted by Bro. C. H. Brown, closed last Friday
night, with eight additions. Two of those were
previously reported. On the following Sunday,
three more came out and were baptized Bro.
Brown preached twenty-four sermons, and had
good attention. We feel that many more were
deeply impressed, and the church greatly built up.

—fames T. K^nzie, Centropolis, /Cans., Oct. so.

OHIO.

Sand Ridge Church.—Oct. 10 Bro. C. L. Wilkins
commenced a series of meetings at the Sand Ridge
house. He remained with us till Oct. 24, during
which time he delivered seventeen soul-cheering

sermons. He closed the meetings with a full houi
Two young men were added to the fold. We al

held a love feast in connection with the meeting, at

which time Bro. Jacob Driver, of Lima, Ohio, was
with us, and assisted in the good work.

—

C, E.
Burns, Prentiss, Ohio, Oct 2f.

Ashland Church,—We met in council Oct. 12

Preparations were made for the love feast, to be
held Oct. 16. The feast was largely attended.

Brethren Henry Keller, Peter Heifer, W. P. Work-
man, and Wm. Dessenberg were with us. Bro. Kel-

ler officiated— W. F. Englanl.

Sugar Creek Church.—Our meetings closed last

night with eight accessions by baptism and one to

be reclaimed. Bro. Silas Hoover did the preach-

ing. He began Oct. 9. The large house was often

crowded with eager listeners. Our love feast oc-

curred during the meeting, and was well attended.

Visiting ministers present, Silas Hoover, D. D
Thomas, Baker, D. M. Byerly, William
Guthrie, and G. A. Snyder.

—

David Bjcr'y, Lima,
Oiio, Oct, 21.

Salem Church.—Our Communion meeting, held

Oct. 16 and 17, was one of the largest ever held

in the Miami Valley. There were over five hun-

dred communicants, and many could not commune.
The ministerial force was strong, in both number
and talent, there being not less than twenty pres-

ent. The talk on the second day was partly di-

rected to the work of the Sunday school. Eld.

Jesse Stutsman officiated in the evening services.

One was received into the church by baptism, after

Sunday school, a week ago.—Jesse K. Brurr.bivgh,

Union, Ohio, Oct 18.

Notice.—The churches in the Northeastern Dis-

trict of Ohio that failed to hand in their foreign mis-

sionary report, should send it to me at once, that it

may be placed on the Minutes. Do not include in

your report the home mission money, but give only

that which was sent out of the District. I have a

good report from sister Lizzie Coble. Will she

please state from what church it came?

—

Quincy

Leckrone, Clerk, Glerfird, Ohio, Oct 15.

Blanchard Church.—Our love feast

Oct, 9, Two precious souls were received into the

church by baptism, Six visiting ministers were

present. Bro. Charlie Wilkins officiated. On Sun-

day morning we enjoyed one hour's song service,

conducted by Sister Cora A. Miller, Afterwards

Eld. Wilkins preached an interesting

Emma Prowant, Con'intntil, Ohio, Oct. 10,

Mllmine Church.—Oct, 15 Bro. I. W. Brubaker,

of Laplace, 111., began a series of meetings for us,

and continued until the evening of Oct, 24. On the

evening of Oct. 21 we held our Communion service,

which was truly a feast of love. Quite a number

were with us from neighboring churches, Bro.

John Arnold officiated. One precious lamb was re-

ceived by baptism, and others almost persuaded.

—

Minnie V, Gibson, Cerrrgordo, lit.

Mt. Vernon.—The members of this church held
a love feast on the evening of Oct 16. Elder John
Harshbarger officiated. Other ministering breth-
ren present were Henry Lilligh, Daniel Ullery, Sam-
uel Foutz and Oliver Hicks—D. Z. Angle, Oct .').

Waddams Grove.— Bro. W. R. Miller, from Chi-
cago, came to us Oct. 9, and remained until Oct, Z|,

preaching nineteen sermons. The meetings were
well attended, interest good, and closed with a full

house. Our brother labored faithfully, Many
were deeply impressed, and the members built up
on their way heavenward.— IF. K. Moore, Nora, III

Oct ->_,-.

Liberty.— Bro. J. C. Murray came to us Sept. 1

1

and preached for us until the 25th, when we held a
very enjoyable feast. Seventy members surrounded
the Lord's table. Several visiting ministers were
present. Bro. Murray officiated. He then preached
each evening until Sept. 30. Four precious souls
were made willing to forsake sin. Bro G. W. Cripe
remained with us over Sunday, when one more was
added to the fold, making five additions to the
church since our last report.—Lewis C. Phillips, Oct

Hurricane Creek Church.—To-day we met in

council, to set a time for a Communion meeting.
The visit reported the members in union and fel-

lowship. We will hold our Communion Nov. 13,

and extend an invitation to any of the members
who feel to be with us. Several weeks since, a man,
the head of a family, was received into the church
by baplism. His wife was restored to full fellow-
ship. Our elder, Henry Lilligh, was with us
gave us much good counsel. — Cornelius Ktssler,

Smilhionn-Ji, B.ni Co., 111., Oct 23.

IOWA.

Dry Creek Church.—We have just closed an in

teresting series of meetings, conducted by our Dis
trict evangelist, H. R. Taylor. He preached twen
ty-one missionary and doctrinal sermons. Part of
them were illustrated by charts, which Bro. Tayl
has carefully arranged. Two united with the
church by confession and baptism; others are favor-

ably impressed. The meetings closed with good
interest. Bro. Taylor went from here to Cedar
Rapids, to remain over Sunday, and then goes to

Des Moines, where he expects to locate soon.—D.
W. Mller, Robins, Iowa, Oct. 21.

Garrison Church.—Our love feast, Oct. 16, was a

pleasant one. Many adjoining churches were with
us. Bro. B. F. Miller officiated. He held one
week's meetings previous to our feast. On Sunday
the church was filled to overflowing. On Sunday
afternoon we held our Bible class. Bro. J. B. Barn-

hart is our teacher. We hold prayer meeting each

Thursday evening.

—

Lizzie R, Pvgh, Oct. 22.

South Keokuk Church.— ( lur love feast, Oct. 15.

was a very pleasant one. Visiting ministers were
brethren Jacob Brower, Samuel Flory, S. F. Brower,

and Geo. Hopwood, who officiated. On Sunday
following, we had a children's meeting, which was
much enjoyed, Bro. Franklin Myers commenced a

series of meetings here on Saturday evening, the

ifith. The attendance and interest, thus far, are

good.

—

Mary Hcilman, Ollie, Iowa, Oct 21.

Prairie City.—Our love feast was indeed a feast

to the souls of those who are trying to follow the

commands of our Lord. Bro. A. Leedy held a

week's meetings after the love feast. May his ef-

forts result in a bountiful harvest for the Master!

—

W. A. Young, Oct lj.

COLORADO.

Poudre Valley Church.—We held our Commun-
ion Sept. 4. Brethren Snowberger and Wbisler

were with us. Bro. Snowberger officiated. One
was received by baptism. On Sunday addresses

were given to the Sunday school children, by visit-

ing brethren and sisters, after which Bro. Whisler

preached an able sermon. We continue our Sunday

school, with the same officers, for another quarter.

We use the Brethren's supplies.—/. F. Shuck, Ft

Co'lins, Colo., Oct. 1*.

OREOON.

Powell Valley Ohurch.-Our council convened
on Saturday, Oct. 16, at 3 P. M. In the evening
our Communion was observed. Thirteen members
surrounded the Lord's table. Eld. David Brower
came a distance of three hundred and fifty miles to
visit this church, which he organized eighteen years
ago. Bro. Stiverson, from Oysterville, Wash,, offi-

ciated. A brother from Klickatat, Wash., met with
us, to enioy a privilege he had not had, since on
the coast. Our members are scattered. What we
greatly need is a shepherd, to gather the isolat-
ed ones into the fold. The following day,—Sun-
day,—Bro. Stiverson held a children's meeting.
Brethren Brower and Stiverson delivered four ser-
mons through the day and evening.-;Jennie A. Ste-
phens, /'.easatit Home, Multnomah Co , Ore., Oct. 18.

ARKANSAS.

Kuoxville. — Our council passed off pleasantly.
Our love feast was held Oct. 9. Brethren Gephart
and Andrew Neher broke the Bread of Life unto
us. Bro. Gephart officiated. We had services in

the M. E. Church, at Kuoxville, on Sunday, con-
ducted by brethren Neher and Gephart. After
social prayer meeting, Sister Bosserman, who has
been quite ill for several weeks, was anointed.—El-
la Eash.

TEXAS.

Manvel.—A refreshing season of meetings was
held by Eld. Abraham Molsbee, of Nocona, Tex.
The meetings lasted one week and closed with a
love feast. Four were baptized, and others were
set to thinking more seriously upon their ways.
During the meetings Bro. J. A. Miller was ordained
to the eldership, arid brethren R. G. Gish and Mor-
ton Peters advanced to the second degree of the
ministry.—/. H. Peck, Oct 20.

OKLAHOMA TERRITORY.

Prairie lake Church.—Wc met in special coun-
cil Oct. 2, preparatory to our love feast, Oct. 9.
Three souls were added to the church by baptism.
Our elder, Bro. Studebaker, officiated. Brethren
Gordon and Shamberger were with us.— 5, Wuner,
Allium, Ok/a. T., Oct 18.

NEBRASKA.

South Beatrice.—We met in special council Oct.
16. We decided to hold our feast Oct. 29. The
visiting brethren presented a very encouraging re-

port. We have preaching every Sunday immedi-
ately alter Sunday school, at the country church;
also Sunday school in the afternoon, and preaching
in the evening at the Holmesville church. We feel

that the Lord has blessed us wonderfully.

—

lydia
Dell, Hamilton, Nebr., Oct, /p,

WEST VIRO.INIA.

Tear Coat.—We held a pleasant love feast 0;t.

9 We were glad to have so many from adjoining

churches with us. On Sunday morning, Oct. 10, wc
had an excellent sermon by Bro. Geo. W. Wine, of

Ottobine, Va—Maggie E. Flory, Oct is.

MARYLAND.

Westminster.—About one week ago our Home
Mission Board sent me to " Mountain Dale," near

Thurmont. While there I found a brother who said

he had taken the Messenger for eighteen years,

but the past year or two lie did not get it. He likes

the paper very much. Since my last we have three

more applicants for membership at Meadow Branch,

Md. Bro. Gaunt is booked to begin a series of

meetings here, next Monday evening.

—

W. E. Roop,

Oct. 2S. [This is right. While out preaching look

out all those not taking the Messenger, send us their

es and addresses, and we will see that they get

sample copies, If possible we want to reach every

family in the Brotherhood with the Messenger.—

MISSOURI.

Warrensburg.—0:t 15 the Warrensburg church

enjoyed an excellent love feast. Eld. A. Hutchi-

son officiated, assisted by ministers from adjoining

congregations, Oct. 12 delegates were elected to

District Meeting, One paper was sent to District

Meeting,—John E. Moh'.ir, Oct, 18,
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OORRKSrONDENCE.
In Washington and Idaho.

: Sept. ,fors

3,000 miles,—North

farthest point west.

The distance of 1,501 miles from St. Paul to

Spokane, Wash., is, in part, quite interesting,

there being some fine lands until we reach

what is known as the "Bad Lands." These

lands appear red in many places, and look as

though they had been burned from beneath.

In the main, they are bills, some of which are

iiuite high, and seem to be a crumbling mass,

roots of trees to hold

ig down to the foot-

of several hundred

there beiDg no gra snor

the earth imbli

hills.

Passing this SI

ross the Rock

ually as to scarcely realii

so unlike n any of the Vir

therefore, r ot of so nu<li . a Virgin-

After about fifty-one hours continuous travel

from St. Paul, we reached Spokane. Here I

met Bro. Daniel Enyeart, who lives twelve

miles north of Spokane. We arrived at his

home at one o'clock Sunday morning.

In this section live three members, full of

teal for the church. The three are brother

Enyeart and wife, and Sister Whitesel. Sister

Whitesel's husband, Geo. W. Whitesel, was

once a member also, and is, indeed, a warm
friend and advocate of the Brethren church,

He takes great interest in getting a minister to

locate near them, and expressed, with tears in

his eyes, a desire to be in fellowship again.

After spending a few morning hours in con-

versation, we went to a schoolhonse, near by,

for Sunday school and preaching. Quite a

number gathered, and, alter Sunday school, I

preached for them, and also that evening, and

on Monday evening.

On Monday friend Whitsel showed me over

that section of the State. The large crops of

We sofflii arrived at the house of liro. Peiley

for the night, I learned that they,

former Virginians.

The following morning we we
Brethren church, in town, for Sunday school

and preaching. A goodly number had gath-

ered, We also had services Sunday night.

Monday, we looked over the country, which

has a very rich soil. That evening we again

had meeting,—the last for that poiot. All the

members I visited, together with others, whom
I met, are very desirous for a minister to lo-

cate among them. There is a churchhousc,

and a united effort ought to build up the cause

at Ihis place, if regular preaching could be

had. Oar brethren have long since learned

lhat churches or congregations do not build up
without an active ministry and membership,

In looking over the situation of Washington

ind Idaho (there bsing scattered members in

1 number of places, whom 1 did not visit), my
conclusion was that there is cuoagh work in

Washington and Idaho, for at least one half-

There is

hundred miles from thi

I, to Moscow, besides

side of this limit. Mem
nore than a dozen place

jsc whom I first vis-

bersare to be found

sin the two States.

Thee ithee e State,

ated at our feast.

I commenced a sc

home church, which

KulS

tinned ontil Oct.

the gc

At this writing, thn

nd fruit show lhat the

r agedtive. As we passed the home of a rathi

man, he insisted on us to stay for awhile

Complying with his request, as long as wt

could, when partiDg, he also urged the locat-

ing of a Dunker preacher in their midst.

At friend and Sister Whitsel's, after the

first meeting on Sunday, I met Sister En-

yeart, mother of Bro, Enyeart and Sister Whit-

sel (who live in tbe City of Spokane). I al-

so met a brother and sister White, who live

about twenty miles south, with Sister White's

parents. Brother and Sister Beecbly. All these

are strong in the failh, and are anxious for a

in the City. She, als(

mber.

nth he:

Leaving these members on Tuesday, I took

the train for North Yakima, about two hundred

and forty miles southwest. I had heard of a

few members living at this point, but, on inquir-

ing, found they had left there. In this section it

rains very little, and they raise grain, hops, al-

falfa and fruit, by irrigation. All these are

paying crops at this year's prices. The farms

are small.—mainly from ten to thirty acres,

Returning to Spokane, I took a drive

through the country south, accompanied by
fricod P. C. Kaylor, a former Virginian. A
few days' drive brought us into what is known
as the Palouse country, which is, indeed, a

great wheat and grain country. Here we saw
the headers, binders, and threshing machine
all in sight of each otbei

the fiist day, we arrived

man's. He and wii

that

r. In the e venins of

[ at Bro. I aac I lift-

a few othe thn

a. Bro. Hi linian in

val, held n ar, in theformed us of a

early spring, when some four or five persons

desired one of our ministers to come and
hold some meetings, and more fully explain to

thrm our faith and practice, after which they

expected to unite with us by baptism. Not-
withstanding some effort, Bro. Huffman failed

to secure a preacher, and thus the opportunity

passed by.

Next morning we again started out on our
journey, seeing almost nothing but fields of

wheat and oats, and the men everywhere busi-

ly engaged in harvesting. In the afternoon of

the same day (it beiDg Saturday), I parled
with my traveling companion, he returning

home, and I taking the train for Moscow, Ida-

bo, arriving there about 7 P, M, I was met
by brethren S. J. Pefley and

J;

the oldest settlers having

twenty years. The land, as a whole, m
spoken of as rich, especially, that surrou

dw, and northward, sixty to eighty 1

The wheat and oats yields are immense. One
would think it pays to farm, when they raist

thirty to fifty bushels of wheat per acre, with-

ont fertilizers,

Bro. Huffman said he had threshed and sold

some wheat, that gave him
twenty-seven dollars per acre. The land sells

at from §20 to $25 per acre. Occasional tracts

sell sometimes at about half that.

Returning again to Spokane, I took some in-

terest in looking over the city.

Having finished my tour, I left for the East.

My next stop will be at Carrington, N. Dak.

P. S. Miller.

From the Cheat River Church, W. Va.

I began a series of meetings in the above
congregation Oct. 10, and had good congrega-

tions and the very best of attention. We bap-
tized six, reclaimed one, and have the promise

of a few more. One was baptized besides the

above, since my last report, making eight in

all.

Bro. Albert Arnold came Oct. 13, and assist-

ed in the meeting. Bro. Jeremiah Thomas, of

the Sandy Creek congregation, also preached

We had children's

M., and preaching at 10: 30 A, M. We closed

the meetings this evening, with large congre-

gations and increasing interest, We had half

an hour song service before each meeting.

EURA T. FlKE.
Egion, IV. Va., Oct. 17.

From Greene, Iowa.

This church met in quarterly council Sept.

30, preparatory to our love feast. It was decid-

take up a collection in the Sunday school

: end of each quarter, for some mission-

ary purpose.

Our love feast was held Oct. q, On Sunday,

9: 45 A, M,, we had a children's meeting.
A collection was taken up for the Washington
City meetinghouse. Members from the ad-

ng churches were well represented. Bro.

P. B. Fitzwater commenced a series of meet-
ngs on Wednesday before the love feast, and
:ontinued two weeks after. He conducted a
Bible reading each evening before preaching,
which was both interesting and instructive,

wo precious souls were baptized.

A. Gbrtrue
Oct 95,

From the Plum Creek Church, Pa.

Our quarterly council was held Oct, 5, at 1:

30 P. M. The church decided to elect two
it the time of our love feast, Oct, q.

Brethren Wm. H, Miller and Matthew H. Kel-
ley were chosen, who, with their wives, were at

installed. Brethren H. S. Myers, M. H.
Spicher, G, W, Crissman, and I. C. Hplsopple

choice, and turned in with the people of God
more have made appl:

The ages of those who
were baptized, range from twelv

years, and eight of the number are beads of

families. Surely, we have great reason to re

joice! F. D. Anthony
Elderion, Pa , Oct. iq.

From the Lower Fall Creek Church, Ind.

Our love feast, Oct. 15, was, indeed, a feast

af love. A number of visiting brethi

present. Bro. Heistand officiated at t

in 1 setvices, We are now enjoying a
meetings, conducted by Bro. Heistand, which
began on Saturday evening, Oct. 16.

ached ten sermons, and the meel
itinue. Tbe interest is good. We have

had an interesting Sunday school this summer
the Brethren's literature in our school

and also use the "Brethren's Song Book.'

!e are well pleased with it.

Jacou Swoveland.
Anderson, Ind , Oct. 25.

FALLEN * ASLEEP

From Arkansas.

Our feast, Oct. 9, to all who participated,

will ever be a bright spot on memory's page.

Brethren Ira P. Eby and Peterson, of

Laforge, Mo., were with us, and, while Bro.

Eby was not able to do very much preaching,

on account of illness, yet, his presence did

much towards making it a feast indeed to our

On Saturday morning, last, I came to Pop'ar

Bluff, Mo., preached for the members there on
Saturday night, and remained with them ove

Sunday, but did not preach, as the schoolhous

was occupied by others, who had previousl

made appointments.

To-day, Monday, Oct, 18, I arrived at Esse;

Mo., where I shall assist Bro. Eby in a serie

of meetings, commencing to-night. At Popla

Blnff is one dear soul who is waiting Bro. Eby
turn, on the second Sunday of Novembe
pectiDg to be baptized at that time.

B. E. Khsleb,

:y Creek church,

imption, Anna Jo-

of Bro. Benjamin
aged 19 years, 7

RITCHIE.—In the Hoc
Ind, Oct. n, 1897, of cons

sephine Ritchie, daughter

and Sister Rebecca Ritchie

months and 28 days, Dece
Folk's Run, Rockingham Co., Va., Feb. 13,

1878. At the age of seven years, her parents

moved to Indiana, where they have since re-

sided. Her home was near Honey Creek, at

the time of her departure. Funeral services

by brethren David Hoover and Gustin, at the

old church, from Luke 8: 52, last clause. In-

rment at the Miller cemetery.

Florida J. E. Grebn.

ZICKEFOOSE. — In the Scott Valley

church, at Lebo, Kans , Oct. 2, 1897, John li,

Zickefoose, aged 32 years, 4 months and 3

ie was born in Lucas County, Iowa,

ted with the church two years ago,

res a wife and four small children,

Two days previous to bis death, he was anoint-

ed by brethren John Sherfyand W. H. Miller.

the City of Lebo, by Bro,

W.H.Miller. Maggie Myebs.

STRICKLER—In Grundy County, Iowa,

ct. 2, 1897, Mary Strickler, aged 93 years, 9
onths and 10 days, Deceased was born Dec.

, 1803, in York County, Pa, Shewas married

Jacob Strickler, of Franklin County, Pa, May
1, 1812. To this union were born eight chil-

dren. In 1845 they came west, to Carroll Coun-

ty, 111., and, in i865, to Grondy County, Iowa,

death. Her aged hus-

band and four children preceded her. She was

ted when about thirty years of age. She

with the German Baptist church, and

faithful number until death. Funeral

:s at the Alice church, by John H, Cake-

, from Re

Eliza A. Cakerice

^OUR x BOOK x TABLED-

Frank Lhslie's " Popular Monthly," for

November, is on our desk. And while it con-

its usual assortment of excellent papers,

this number will prove of special interest, on

int of the article relating to the life and
of Gen. Andrew Jackson. The charac

ics of this man are brought out in a ver>

forcible manner, and, while one must always

re him because of some noble qualities he
possessed, still it is to be regretted that he did

n the prime of life, have a better control

s temper, The duels he took part in,

much to his discredit. They placed in

wo bullets, that he carried 10 the grave,

and gave him a great deal of trouble for many
>. Yet in his day Mr, Jackson was the

of the land, and commanded the respect

of the people generally. DurJDg his last years

he greatly modified his life, and became al-

another man. One reads this article with

the feeling that times have greatly improved,

hat education has had much to do with it.

-MATRIMONIAL

-

GRABILL—SNAVELY.—At the residence

of M. Y. Snavely.near Kearney, Nebr., Oct. 13,

', by the undersigned, Bro, Peter Grabill,

of Roseland, Nebr., and Sister Rosa Bell

lavely, of Kearney, Nebr. S. M. Forney,

HOVIS-HAGER.-At my residence, Clay
Hill, Pa., Oct. 12,1897, Mr. William Hovis to

Bertha M. Hager, both of Franklin

County, Pa, Wm. A, Anthony,

HOOVER—HENRY.—At the home of the

riter, in Altoona, Pa., 213 Seventh Avenue,
Oct, 14, i&97i Rudolph B, Hoover and Allie J,

Henry, D, S, Brallier,

LEHMAN.—In the Salem church, Marion

County, Ore., Oct. 2, 1897, after an illness of six

weeks, of typhoid fever, Sister Sarah E, Leh-

man, nee Ransier, beloved wife of Bro. Geo. A,

Lehman, aged 23 years, 7 months [and 9 days.

She died at the home of her parents,—Bro.

John B. and Rebecca Lehman. She leaves a

husband and three small children. Funeral

services conducted by the writer, assisted by

Eld. M. M, Bashor, from Matt. 24: 44.

Joseph B. Eably.

HORN.—In the Danville church, Ohio, Oct.

14, 1897, John Horn, aged 81 years, 8 months
and 28 days. Deceased was born Jan, 16, 1816,

County, Pa, He leaves six

noved to Ohio in his youth, and

County, where he died. His

n preceded him to the spirit

n weeks. He united with the

Washingtoi

children. He
settled in Kno:

aged companii

world about tt

Brethren church early in life. Funeral servi-

ces by the writer, at the Union Grove church,

three miles south of Gambier. Text, Eccl. 7;

I. C. J Workman.

HARPINE.—In the Flat Rock congrega-

tion, Shenandoah County, Va., March 15, 1897,

Bro. Jonathan J, Harpine, aged 54 years and 6

months. He was a deacon in the church for a

number of years. Funeral services by Bro.

W. B, Yount, assisted by Eld. S. H. Myers,

from Matt, 25: 2t,

HARPINE —In the same congregation,

ct. to, 1897, Sister Annie Harpine (widow of

the above, and daughter of Eld. Jacob Wine,

eased), aged 53 years, 8 months and 19

s. Two boys, both members of the church,

vive her, Funeral services by Bro. W, B.

Yount, assisted by Bro. D. H. Zigler, from

tOT.6i20.flI.

WHITMER.— In the Linville Creek congre-

gation, Rockingham County, Va, Sept. 6, 1897,

Sister Barbara Whitmer, aged 43 years, 7
months and 28 days. A husband and nine

children survive her. Funeral services con-

ducted by Eld. J. P. Zigler, assisted by the

riter, from Heb. 13: 14. D. P. Wine.

LEHMAN.—At Albion, Iowa, Oct. 15, 1897,

ez M. Lehman, wife of Alfred C. Lehman,
Deceased was born July 25, 1862.

T. H. Parke.

HARMON.—In the Pleasant Grove church,

Douglas County, Kans., of typhoid fever, Sister

Alice M. Harmon, aged 40 years, 6 monlhs

days. Funeral services by Bro. Wm.
Weybright, from Rev. 14: 13.

B. S, Kathsrman,
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WHITMER.— In St, Louis, Mo., Sept. 22,

1897, of yellow jaundice, James F. Whitroer,

aged 42 j eats and 20 days. He leaves a wife

and two children. J. C. Whitmer.

SHOCK.—At the home of her daughter,

Mary Clark, near Indianapolis, Ind , of neutal-

pia of the heart, after only nine hours' sickness,

Sister Eliia Virginia Shock, wife of Daniel

Shock (deceased), aged 68 years, 2 months
and 8 days. Interment at the German Bap-
tist cemetery, Arcadia, Ind, Oct. 21, The
husband, two daughters and one son preceded

her. Five daughters and two sons remain.

Funeral discourse by the writer, assisted by G
W. Bowser and J. H.Hill. '

CARTER.—At her home, near Ollie, Iowa,

Oct, 16, 1897, Grandma Carter, aged 79 years,

5 months and 5 days. Funeral services at the

house, conducted by Eld. John Gable.

May Heilm&n.

SHIVELY—In the Crowson church, Law-

rence County, Tenn,, Oct, 12, 1897, Florence

Rebecca, daughter of Bro. J. C. and Sister

Amanda Shively, aged 4 monlhs and 22 days.

Funeral services by the writer and others.

J. R. Saitkbfield.

BAUM.—In the Ashland congregation, Ohio,

Oct. 20, 1897, Sister Maria Baum, aged 58

years, 10 months and 2 days. After a failure

of the rn'nd, the body gradually weakened un-

til death came, freeing the spirit from its pris-

on of clay. She had lived a consistent Chris-

tian life for thirty-eight years. Funeral servi-

ces by the writer. W. F. England.

McDONAUGH—In the Lordsburg church,

Cal„ Aug. 31, 1897, Sister Mary Flora MctJon-

augh, aged 34 years, 8 months and 28 days,

Sister McDonaugh lived a consistent Christian

life in the Brethren church for many years,

Her companion has lost an affectionate, devot-

ed wife, and the twin babies a loving, Chris-

tian mother. Funeral services were conduct-

ed in the College Chapel, by E. A. Miller,

from 2 Cor. 5: 1, J. C. Whitmer.

MERCHANT.—In the Lanark church, 111.,

Aug. 13, 1897, Bro. Oliver Merchant, afte

protracted illness of intense suffering. Fun
al sermon by the writer, from Isa. 38: 1.

STITT.—In the Lanark church, III , Oct.

1897, Bro. John Stilt, aged 82 years, 1 month
and 1 day. He had been blind for a

years. His death came very suddenly, from

heart failure. Funeral sermon from Heb, 13:

14, by the writer. I. Bennett Trout.

MASON.—In the Cedar Lake church, Ind.

Mrs. Diana Mason, wife of Thomas Mason
aged 39 years, 10 months and 13 days. She
leaves a husband and seven children. £

ces by Eld. Barton, assisted by the writer,

from Heb. 5: 1-11. D. E. Hoovrr.

FISHER.—In the Johnstown congregation,

Pennsylvania, Sept. 2, 1897, Sister Julia Fisher,

relict of Samuel Fisher, aged 89 years, 7

months and 22 days. Her maiden name was

Reep. She was first married to Dick

ey. Eight children were born to this union

five of whom are living. After the death of

Mr. Dickey, she was married to Bro, Samne
Fisher. She died at the home of her daugbte

and son-in-law, Wm. Pearson, Twistville, Va,

where she had gone on a visit. She was bur

ied beside her father, in the graveyard nea

where she died. A. J. Strayer.

ANNOUNCEMENTS *<

LOVE FEASTS.

ongjegatloSriS
Mye?.°mS tosESiitHMSlJZ

Deo. 4, ArKftdalplilft, Ark.
Deo. S6, Egan cliu rub, Oil.

Deo. 25, at 3 P. M., Cotton, CM,

CUURCH DIRECTORY.

Los Angeles, CaU— No. 236 South Ha

v^l.-.l,

Servic

Chicago, IIU— 183 Thirteenth Place. Serv-
es, 11 A. M.; 7: 30 P. M.i Sunday School, 10 A. M.

Haiti <»<>rc City Mission.— 1 108 towson
t., Locust Point. Services each night. Free Re*dln8

Cedar Rapids, Ioiva+—Cor. 4II1 Ave. and

Jttarrlsbitrg, fa.— Meetings in Hall, Cor.

Washington,!). C—Naval Lodge Build-

locks west ol cur Hoe in Walker's Addition.

Northwest Haiti more Mission.—Corner

Ft. Wayne, Jnd.-Zelt's Hall, Cor. Gay

THE book of the " generation of
Je'?u8 Ohrlat, b the eon of Da'-

vid, c the son of A 'bra-ham.
A'bra-liftm begat I'^aac; and

T§na<: lu^at JfiVob; and 'Ja'cob
begat Ju'chw and his brethren;
3 And 9 JiVdna begat PliiTre? and
3ft'ra of Tim mar;- and "I'ha'r,^

> ADVERTISEMENTS <

|»-No Cuts or other

.

OUR PUBLICATIONS.

THE CHILDREN AT WORK.-

QUARTERLY. -Calculated

scription. per year. 35 Cts.i 10 or more copies

addreas, per quarter. 3H cts. per copy.

to one

BRETHREN'S JUVENILE QUARTERLY.-Sultc to the

t rated. Single subscription, per year, io cts

more copies to one address, per quarter, 2H t"p«

w^^s
c^il^^S^!iSSS

nlold"

prayer and soci.,1 ,u„nn>\: , li ....rutins in. !'nm!-

and is printed in both the shaped and round

The book is generally introduced, and should

by all Sunday schools, prayer and social m
Price, prepaid, board cover, per copy, 35 Cts.;

cusec

SUNDAY SCHOOL REWARD CARDS. — Our s ockcl

prices so as to please all. Please send us « rial or-

Per Package ol 350 Cards.

Scripture Text Tickets, red or blue

BRETHREN'S HYMNAL. -Morocco, gilt edge, *

Morocco, plain, 90 cents; he.ll Iwthsr, jt> cents.

BRETHREN PUBLISHZNO HQU5B,
«*<•-» Mtrrtf , HI-

OUR PREMIUM OFFER

A RARE BARGAIN!
This is a self-ptommnciiip. Sunday School

Teacher's Bible, with Concordance, Maps,

and excellent Helps, and is well bound. The
chapters arc numbered with figures instead

oflettcrs. In fact, we have studied the de-

sires of our patrons and tried tn meet them,

and WE ARE SUCCEEDING, for to date

the demand is so lav ahead of'what we ex-

pected that we have been unable to fill or-

thby

We

Pushing the Bible Sale

simply to sell ltibles, but to secure as many readers of the Gospel Mkh
Singer as possible. Our reasons for doing this are:

1. The church owns and controls the publication of the Gospel

Messenger, Conference lias placed an Advisory Hoard over its reading

matter, thus perm im 111; only tli.it which is nf son ml ducirine, right spirit

and loyal to truth, to be published.

2, I lie income, whatever it may be, is for World-Wide Missions

and for no individual benefit.

3. The Messenger does excellent work in leading people to the

Truth, as testimonials 1 nnlinmilly show.

4, If all members of the Brethren church, as well as others, read

the Messenger, then the church will be more of one mind and heart. We can offer

So Good a Bible at so Low a Price

Two Days to Examine the Book,

Gospel Messenger, a large 16-page weekly, to any address to Jan. 1, 180!).

Brethren's Almanac for 1898.

The above Bible, linen-lined inside of cover, to any express office prepaid*

All three for $2.75.

If a leather-lined back in Bible is preferred, the same Bible otherwise, in the above offer

for $3.00. IfDenisou's Improved Thumb Index is wanted on leather-lined Bible, it can be

had, all for $3.50. Linen-Lined Bible Is not Indexed. Be careful in making out your order

so that we make no mistake in filling it. Show the offer to your friends. The Bible can go to

one person, and the paper and Almanac to another. Now is your time, Write at once,

Addn BRETHREN PUBLISHING HOUSE,
Mount Morri

TESTIMONIALS.

ay in accepting yc

"Hospital!-A/m, A h, i"«i SS^^WfTi*1™" «lv(

RAIL
ROAD

YAZOO VALLEY
OF MISSISSIPPI

LEARN
v
T0. WRITE r^^

Cap Goods.

Plattsburg College.

Stop Z"ilK" Tobacco!
Hindoo Tobacco Habit Care. Perfectly

Hindoo Hemedy destroyed all appetite t— '— r dayi, All Other
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ANNOUNCEMENTS i

LOVE FEASTS.

HOMESBEKERS'

EXCURSIONS
Red River Valley, Devils Lake, and

Turtle Mountain Regions

in North Dakota,

Oct. 19, Nov. 2 and 16, and
Dec, 7 and 21.

Great Northern Railway

In Northern Minnesota and North Dakota, in-

cluding Mayville, Crary, Devils Lake,

Grand Harbor, Churchs Ferry,

Leeds, Cando, Bisbee, Rol-

la, and intermediate

points at

Oue Fare for the

Round Trip

plus £2.00; tickets good tor 21 days from date

of sale, and good for return any time within

limit. This will enable parties to visit the

original Brethren settlements in North Dakota

just as harvest begins.

Those who wish to go on any of these excur-

sion dates can get further particulars by ad-

dressing

MAX BASS,

PARKER'S GINGER TONIC
i'?n"
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Victor Infants' Relief

The Church Manual.

This little work, by Eld. H. B. Brumbaugh,

gives thorough information on the various top-

ics treated, in a concise and comprehensive

Contents: Declaration of Faith; The Sab-

bath; Loyalty to the Civil Government; Non-

resistance; Anointing the Sick; On Taking the

Oath; Temperance; Conformity to the World;

Church Government; The Church Visit; Church
Officers; How to Conduct Church Meetings;

Rules for Members in Case of Offenses; Sun-

day Schools; The Prayer Meeting; The Mar-

riage Relation; Burial Service; Family Wor-
ship; Parliamentary Rulings,

Price.—Single copy, post-paid, 15 cents;

per dozen, {i.Jo. Address this office,

NOTICE I

NEBRASKA
A. M. T, MILLER,

Pickbell, Gage Co,, * * Nebraska,

PERSIAN
TABLOIDS

FREE.

Dr. Worst's Greatest Discovery of National

Impjrtance and World-wide Delight

to Thousands cf Sufferers,

A Free Gift of Great Value to All

Readers of the

GOSPEL MESSENGER.

...ONE FARE...

ROUND TRIP

This Valuable Discovery

has been given up, all energies

We Ask No Money,

"What Thousands Say Who Use Them.

SPECIAL OFFER.

The Lord Our Righteousness.

D. S. N. McCann's new book, "The Lord
Righteousness," discusses a great ques-

u an able manner. It is one of the books

destined to make a sensation among Bible

readers, and not one reader of the Messenger
hauld be without it. Bro. McCann has had
he kindness to dedicate this excellent book to

the Home Mission Fund of the Brethren in

more, Md. The object of this fund is to

money to build a much-needed house of

worship in that city. The profits from the sale

if this book go to this fund, so that every book

sold will add to the fund. The work contains

2S pages, is neatly hound in good cloth, and

/ill prove one of the most interesting books

et put out by the Brethren. Price, 50 cents.

Will be sent post-paid to any part of the Unit-

ed States, Terms to Agents, 40 cents each,

prepaid, in lots of three or more, Address all

orders to this office,

...HOMESEEKERS'...

EXCURSIONS
Nov. 2 & 16, and Deo. 7 & 21

fjom Chicago, St. Joseph, Kansas City,

Brethren Colonies
In North Dakota

hose wishing legations rurtlier ivest shou
restlgnte

"Washington and Idaho

o. w MOTT,
leral Emlgratlo l Agent, N. P. R'y Co.

ST. PAUL, MINN.
WM. H. PHIPPS,

Kor.„m P„,».K., CO.

The Old Testament as Related to

the New Testament and

Christ in Both.
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A NEW BOOK,

"Mind Mysteries/

By Eld. J. S. Flory. Cloth, Gold Stamp.

Pries, $1 OD, post-paid,
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log, are here presented in such a, plain

em readily. It plainly shows tliatit
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aphed, and on the whole 13 a very lnstrr.

'Small Talk about Business."

isiness hints for men and
By A, E. Rice. Revised and en-

ness is money-making, The most mon-
ade by those who do not make mistakes,

y mistake you make is a toss, to you or

le one else, so the less mistakes you

make, the sooner you will be rich.

ow not to make mistakes? It is explained

'hat to do, to be right, in the thousand and

little emergencies that arise in business?

You learn it by the book.

The book is: "Small Talk about Business,"

t is simple and comprehensive. It tells just

xactly what you want to know.

It is a book for those who have money to

It is a book for money-makers.
It is a money-maker.

Elegant cloth binding, gilt stamped; 128

pages. By mall, price, 50 cents. Address this

office,

need be deceived.

ANOINTING WITH OIL
ully explained on Bible principles. The Gos
>el means of healing.

iur people, as It sets forth very fully the Blbh
ioctrine of divine-healing. In some places tin

nd we believe that a careful reading of 'Mint
Systerles' will help them meet this crroueoui
.oct-rlne. Wo bespeak for 'Mind Mysteries' i

<:reesn!e. i t should Hurt a place in all our homes

HOUSE,

JUNIATA BIBLE LECTURES.

Classified Minutes of Annual Meeting.

Not all the members of our church have
that perfect knowledge of our principles, that

desirable. Others there are who are well

acquainted with the church as it exists, but

who would like to know something of her past

history, as regards her gradual growth and de-

velopment. In fact, all who are interested in

the welfare of the church, that is so dear to all

,
should have access to a complete com-

on, such as is found in the "Classified

.tes ot Annual Meeting," with the appen-

dix, containing the Minutes up to the year

802. We sell this work at only $1,50 for cloth

binding. Be sure to send for z copy while the

;upply is still on hand. Those who have the

old edition of the "Classified Minutes," can

ve the "Appendix" in separate binding fur

ly 25 cents. Address this office.

Doctrinal Outlines

Is a book of 77 closely-printed pages that iff

growing in favor wherever it is known. It is a
work for ministers, Sunday school workers and
others, containing outlines on the following:

Historical, Doctrinal, Missionary, Secret Soci-

;, Homiletics, Revivals, The Sunday School,

The Home.
It is highly prized in Smyrna. (See page 41

of Messenger.) Order soon, as the number
hand is limited, Trice, paper cover 1$

cents; cloth, 25 cents, prepaid,

Brithrbh Publishing Housb,
Ml, Morris, 111,
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^EDITORIAL * MISCELLANY^-

Speaking of the cotton belt of the South the

Scientific A***etican says it has been greatly extended
since the slave days. Then it was considered to be

only a narrow belt through Georgia, the Carolinas

and Virginia; but it now measures about 600,000

square miles. All of it is not by any means culti-

vated with cotton. Probably not more than 20,000,-

• 00 acres are cultivated with cotton in any one
year, and some years it has run less than half this

number of acres, The average yield of this im-

mense territory is between 6,000,000 and 9,000,000

bales. Texas leads all the other States by nearly

one half, with Georgia and Mississippi following in

order. With an average cop of 8,coo,ooo bales, we
lead all other coun'ries, by far, in cotton growing.

India is second, with about 3,ooo,oco to 4000,000

bales, and China and Egypt come next in order, with

less than 2,000,000 bales each. The cotton area in

these other countries is being extended, however,
and while the South will undoubtedly always con-

trol the markets of the world, she will suffer more
or less from foreign competition, We produce the

best cotton in the world, and in no part of the

globe can our famous Sea Island cotton be duplicat-

ed, This variety, Gossypium Barbadense, grows
on the islands off the coast of South Carolina and

Georgia. It is also extensively raised in Florida.

It produces a fiber about one inch longer than that

of any other variety grown in this or any other

country. The Sea Island cotton is as fine and glos-

sy as silk, and the English spinners take nearly all

that we can raise of this superior grade. The
grade of cotton is being steadily improved. A few

weeks ago we mentioned a variety of cotton lately

introduced into the South, that promises great re-

sults. Bro. S. F. Sanger had the pleasure of exam-
ining this new variety, and he tells us that our de-

The cotton business of the South is a wonderful
industry. It is said to be worth several Klondikes.
In fact, the cotton crop of this country is worth
more than the output of all the gold mines in the
w rid. The country gets on an average more than
$20o,coo,ooo annually for the cotton shipped to oth-
er lands, to say nothing of the thousands of bales
used at home, This enormous industry gives em-
ployment and support to millions of persons, In
the first place a million of men, women and chil-

dren are engaged in raising cotton, Then it must
be picked and ginned. This requires a few million
busy fingers, It is then baled, taken to the market,
and shipped to the great cotton market. From
there it finds its way to the manufacturing establish-

ments, both in this country and in Europe. By the
time it makes its rounds, a million more persons
have had employment at living wages, Then it re

turns to the country in the form of garments, cloth,

thread and yarn, and a few hundred million people
are clothed and otherwise benefited. After the
clothes have servei their purpose, they are sold to

the paper makers, and again return to the millions

in the form of neatly-printed books, pamphlets and
papers. Much of this worn-out cotton goes into

paper on which Bibles are printed. Millions of

these Bibles are sold in our own land, and other
millions are sent to the lands beyond the seas. As
a result, thousands of souls are saved and the

world rendered a great deal better. Thus it may be
seen that the cotton business of this country is

simply amazing, and the results wonderful to

contemplate.

has suffered, and we should do our utmost to re-

gain it, Let no Christian permit his reputation for
truthfulness to be excelled by the conduct of an
unenlightened Indian.

the public

In her progress and development Japan, in some
respects, is astonishing the rest of the world. A
few years ago comparatively little was known of
her. But her war with China brought her before

1
a very prominent way, and, at the same

igly excited her ambition. Of course
pire conquered China with her vastly

nbers, and succeeded in getting a good
With this money she has increased her

is still contracting for more warships,

var preparations continue in this direc-

be the strongest naval power on

One does not often find in man the honesty, re-

cently displayed by one of the Indian braves in the
Indian Territory. He killed one of his own tribe,

was tried and found guilty of murder in the first de-

gree, and the sentence of death was pronounced up-
on him. After promising that he would be on hand
to pay the penalty of his crime on a fixed day, he
was permitted to run at large, and no one seemed
to doubt but that he would be as good as his word.
Late in the summer he went to Kansas City with a

team of base ball reds, and had plenty of opportun-

ities of making his escape. But he refused to dis-

grace himself, his family and his tribe, by telling

When the day of execution came, he bade his

young wife farewell and set out alone to the place

where he was to give up his life to satisfy the de-

ds of the law. There he found the officers

waiting for him. He voluntarily kneeled upon the

ground, at the place designated, and received in

breast the bulle>s that ended his existence on
the earth. We pronounce him a brave Indian be-

cause he would sooner lose his life than surrender

what he considered his honor. Fortunate would be

this world if every person would value his word as

highly as did this red man of the forest. Fortu-

nate, indeed, would be the cause of Christianity if

each and every church member could be so well de-

pended upon to do what he promises, We are re-

minded of what was, years ago, said of the Brethren.

It is reported that there was a time in the history of

the Brethren church when most members were not

asked to give a note for borrowed money, Their

word was regarded as good as their note, When
they promised to pay they did it, and the people

knew it. They would sooner give up their property
|

than lose their reputation for telling the truth,
J
Ther

In too many localities our reputation in this respect wcre

the little e

navy, and

Should he.

tion she wi

the Pacific, and it is predicted that her war vessels,

inside of a year or two, will rival those of Russia,
and in time prove a match for those of England.
Her war preparations may yet arouse the millions

of China, and should these two powers stand to-

gether, as they are likely to do, they may yet d«fy
the world, This is what the world calls progress,

but it is not the kind of progress contemplated in

the teachings of the Founder of Christianity. It

was intended that the Gospel should do away with
wars and military preparations. Were Japan to

spend more of her money and energies in the inter-

est of civilization, religion and mental culture, she
might in the course of a few years acquire an influ-

ence among the nations that would be a lasting

credit to her. As it is she may soon be crushed
with enormous military debts that she will never be
able to unload. While we commend Japan for her
progressive spirit, we certainly do pity her judg-
ment in expending so much force in military prep-

arations. In this direction the little kingdom is

running wild, just like the rest of the world.

A jouknev through this world affords us many
opportunities to aid our fellow- man, A Quaker
once said that, since he was permitted to go through
this world but the one time, he proposed to do all

the good in his power. How much better off the
world would be, should all Christians feel disposed
to strew life's pathway with deeds worthy the true

and purel Bishop C. C. McCabe thus relates his

method of doing good to a ceitain class by the
wayside. He says: ' I am sometimes startled at

the ease with which a soul can be won. Not very
long ago, in a strange city, as the hackman got
down off his box and opened the door to let me
out, I dropped a quarter in his hand, and, as I did
so, I grasped his hand and said to him, ' Good-
night; I hope to meet you again in glory.' I had
often done that, and I thought nothing of it in this

case, I went into the house, met my host, and re-

tired to my room for the night. About midnight,

my host knocked at my chamber door and said,

'Chaplain, that hackman has come back, and he
says that he has got to see you tonight. I told

him that he had better wait until morning, but he
said, ' No, sir; I must see him to night, and I know
that he will be willing to see me,' When the hack-
man came up, a broad shouldered, rough-looking
man, with a whip in his hand, he stood there in my
presence with the tears rolling down his cheeks
like rain. Said he, ' If I meet you in glory, I have
got to turn around. I have come to ask you to

pray with me.' What a privilege it was to pray
th that man; what a privilege to point him to Je-

id yet I never saw him before in all my life.

are ten thousand men in this country who
ever invited to come to Christ."



ESSAYS'

FAIREST AND BEST.

When 1 go to that beautiful country,

Away from this mortal unres1
.

And am asked what I choose for my portic

By the angel who loveth me best;

I think I shall kneel by my angel

And, kissing the hem of her gown,

I shall whisper, oh, fair and beloved,

The harp and the glory and crown.

And all of the splendor awaiting

The pilgrims that heavenward roam,

Would oppress and appall me - beloved,

1 ask of thee only a home.

One fair little spot unmolested

By even the harps of the ble t,

Where sheltered and happy the childien

Might grow in a quiet home-ncst.

I have waited so long, blessed angel

I may not be worthy a crown,

Bui if all of my travel-stained garments

I might for a moment lay down,

I would ask for the robe of a mother,

Who sits with her baby to rest;

For this is my dream, blessed angel,

Of all that is fairest and best.

MINISTERIAL MEETING.

"The Minister's Prayer,"

It should be earnest, from the heart, short, and

suited to the occasion Public, private and secret

prayer is necessary to help in his labor. It is im-

portant, because his work is important. It should

be the heart's desire and an example to the flock.

The minister must ask for grace, mercy and wis-

dom, so much needed in his labor. Prayer should

be delivered with uplifted, holy hands, closed eyes

and on both knees. A minister's prayer is different

from other prayers, because his work is different.

" Saying prayers " is not praying. P/ay for conse-

cration to deliver the message!

"What is a Model Sermon?"

A model sermon must show forth honesty, zeal,

simplicity, containing a proper degree of solemni-

ty. The minister must feel his weakness, must be

natural, be self, but have self right by preparation,

by study and secret devotion, A sermon, to be

good, must be a Gospel sermon, adapted to the oc-

casion,—not full of anecdotes, etc. It is not best

to depend on notes; rather be full of the Holy
Spirit, full of the subject, full of inspiration. Self

must be lelt out, and Christ, in all his fullness,

must prevail. Such a sermon will instruct the

mind, reach the heart, gain sympathy. The differ-

ent parts of a sermon must be dovetailed together,

so as to produce a harmonious whole, It need not

be delivered by any set rules, but with courtesy,

devoid of man- fear. The minister must be full of

the love for souls, forgetting self entirely and ex-

pecting a harvest of souls.

" How to Approach and Gain our Erring Mem-
bers more Successfully."

Let each one be a living example,

tation, in order to have an influence over

members. Next study the surroundings

sition of the erring one. Feel that his soul is in

danger of being lost. Try to make the individual

feel not only his need of the church, but, how much
the church is in need of him, and that God does not

want one soul to be lost. It is as necessary for

God's children to obey him as a Father, and the

church as a mother, as for children to obey their

earthly parents. Impress all with their responsibil-

ity to God,

thy of imi-

the erring

nd dispo-

"The Duties of the M
ment to Appreciate the

Taught in the Scriptures.

It is the duty of the m
the flock, 6rst, in his h

iistry Moulding Senti-

of the Home as

lister to be an example to

me, so that he has the

blessings of a Christian home himself, He should

be devoted to his wife and children, caring for

their comfort and wants temporally and spint-

ua'ly, where contentment and happiness reigns.

Second, By teaching in public, of what a good home
consists, how possible it is to have one and by con-

trasting with sinful, degraded homes. Teach them

that marriage is honorable, and children a blessing

of God, that there is no dearer spot on earth than a

Christian home, where Christ is the head, where

love, with du-

The dearest

Teach all to

r or later they

father and mother dwell together

tiful, devoted children around thei

spot on earth should be a true horn

appreciate their homes, because soc

will be broken up. Teach all to so live in their

earthly homes that they may be the preparation for

the heavenly home. (This, to the meeting, was a

warm and effective subject, bringing tears of joy,

mingled with sorrow, to many eyes.)

"How Can the Ministry be Instrumental in Pro-

curing Funds for Home Mission Work?"
The minister himself must feel the need of mis-

sion work and must teach sacrifice by precept and

example. He should teach the members to sacri-

fice, and impress upon them that they are God's

stewards and that God is entitled to his portion.

The elders should make special efforts to raise mon-

ey and preach missionary sermons Teach the

members the importance and necessity of the

great work, educate, train and show them that the

funds are properly applied. Try to meet all objec-

tions! Make collections when sympathies are

edl

: the most Certain Evidences of ChrisWhat
ity?"

Religion," as the term is generally applied, is

not Christianity. To follow the Originator,

—

Christ,—to be Christ-like is to be a disciple, a fol-

sr of him by precept and example, Christianity

system, not in name only, but in fact. Its in-

tice and power are felt in the world among
nations and individuals, Christianity pulls down

r and builds up truth. It destroys sin and

brings forth righteousness. It transforms the sin-

into a child of God. It has the Bible as a book

that has life and promise of immortality in it.

" The Church, What Is it?"

The object and aim of the church makes it the pil-

r and ground of the Truth. It is composed of be-

lievers in Christ, organized into a body. The

hitect of this spiritual building is God. This

habitation of his people is built on the rock,

Christ. Those born again are members of that body,

The object and aim of the church is to destroy

and build up righteousness, to disseminate the

Gospel,—to preach to all nations, save the world,

to bring men and women into the ark, sailing

the , with Christ as Capt;

who never lost a soul, but brings the

e to the paradise of God.

s the

safely

WHY PEOPLE DON'T GO TO CHURCH.

Burdette hits many a nail on the head. How
like human excuses are the following:

" So you are not going to church this morning, my
son?"

" Ah, yes! I see. The music is not good; that's a

pity. That's what you go to church for, to hear

the music. And the less we pay, the better music

we demand."

"And the pews are not comfortable. That's too

bad,—the Sabbath is a day of rest, and we go to

church for repose. The less we do through the

week, the more rest we clamor for on the Sabbath."

"The church is so far away, it is too far to walk,

and you detest riding in a street car, and they're al-

ways crowded on the Sabbath, -That is, indeed,

distressing; sometimes when I think how much
farther away heaven is than the church, and that

there are no conveyances on the road, of any de-

scription, I wonder how some of us are going to

get there."

" And the sermon is so long always. AH these

things are, indeed, to be regretted, I would regret

them more sincerely, my boy, did I not know that
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you will often squeeze into a stuffed street car, with

a hundred other men, breathing an incense of whis-

ky, beer and tobacco, hang on a strap by your eye-

lids for two miles, and then pay fifty cents for the

privilege of silting on a rough plank in the broiling

sun for two hours longer, while in the intervals of

the game a scratch band will blow discordant thun-

der out of a dozen misfit horns right into your ears,

and come home to talk the rest of the family into a

state of aural paralysis about the 'dandiest game
you ever saw played on that ground.' "

" Ah, my boy! You see what staying away from
church does. It develops a habit of lying. There
isn't one man in a hundred who could go on the

witness stand and give, under oath, the same rea-

sons for not going to church that he gives to his

family every Sabbath morning, My son, if you
didn't think you ought to go you wouldn't make
any txcuses for not going. No man apologizes for

doing right"

"Yes, too hot to go to church," was the decided

exclamation of Mrs. Doolitt'e, the other Sabbath.

Oh, but she went up town on Monday to attend a

fire sale of goods, and, indeed, the crowd was so

great and the weather so hot that several ladies

well-nigh died before they could get relief, but

Mrs, Doolittle crowded in and stood for two hours

waiting to get a chance to buy two smoked up,

soiled handkerchiefs at 5 cents apiece which form-

erly were sold for 15 cents, and, indeed, she came
home and made three calls among her neighbors to

tell them how cheap things are selling up at the

fire sale,

—

Christian World,

' LOVE NOT THE WORLD."

JOHN ROVER.

"Love not the world neither the things that are in the

world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is

not Vn him,"— 1 John 2: 15.

By carefully studying God's Word, we find many
passages warning us against the evil of loving the

world, or the pleasures of the world. A few pas-

sages make it much more serious than the casual

reader has any idea:. We are commanded to " love

God with all our heart and with all our soul,"

This implies a very strong and pervading attach-

ment, superior in efficicy to any other, an affection

mingling itself with all our other affections, modi-

fying, controlling, guiding them,

This precludes the possibility of holding any at-

tachment to sublunary possessions that would de-

tract from the love of God. This is very plainly

set forth in our text. But for us to properly under-

stand what is implied in this command, we must as-

certain what constitutes the forbidden " world " to

which John refers. The first idea suggested by the

world, is this beautiful, green earth, with its hills

and valleys, its clouds and sunshine. This is not

the world, the love of which is prohibited, for to

forbid the love of this, would be to forbid the love

of God.

Again, we may not presume it means the men

that are in the world. No, let a man love his

neighbor as himself. Let him love his brother, sis-

ter, wife, with all the intensity of his heart's affec-

tions, and, more, love his enemies and pray for

them that hate and despitefully use him,

The term "world" is often understood by some

to mean the worldly occupation, trade, or profes-

sion, which a man exercises. Accordingly, we

might hear some say, " It is time taken from relig-

ious life," But when the man, from whom the le-

gion had been expelled, asked Jesus for the precepts

of a religious life, the reply sent him back home,

The Satanic powers prohibited his performance of

secular duties. Now he is clothed, in his right

mind. Engaged in the performance of his every

day work, he can speak for Christ. A man's pro-

fession or trade is in perfect harmony with religion,

provided it be an honorable one. Dealing in liquor,

tobacco and other things that do not bring comfort

to humanity cannot be so considered. A profession

implies activity. There is something sacred in

work. To work in the appointed sphere is to be
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religious,—as religious as to pray. Hence this can-

not be the " forbidden world."

To deSne the forbidden feature of this world, is

determined by the spirit of a lite, not the objects

by which the life is surrounded. It is not the
" flesh," nor the " eye," nor " life " which is forbid-

den, but the " LU9T of the flesh," and the " lust of

the eye," and the " pride of life,"

"The lust of the flesh" comprises affection for

the outward,—pleasure,— that which affects the
senses only; "the flesh," implies that enjoyment
which comes from the emotions of an ho'

coarse or be it refined. The pleasures of the ban-
quet, or even music, so far as they are only a grati-

fication of the flesh, are also included.

"The lust of the eye" is an affection for the
transient for the eye can only gaze on form and
color,—and these are things that do not last.

" The pride of life " is an affection for the un-

real,—men's opinions, the estimate which depends
upon wealth, rank and circumstances. Our affec-

tions unconsciously fix upon the outward, the tran-

sitory, the unreal, in opposition to a love for the in-

ward, the eternal, the true, and the one of these af-

fections is necessarily expelled by the other. "If
any man love the world, the love of the Father is

not in him."

Think of this solemn factl What do you love?

If we could get but one glimpse of the King in

his beauty, then the world's forms and shapes
would break away and fade. To understand this

text John would tell us that we must love something.

We have not our choice between loving God or noth-

ing. No man is sufficient for himself. Every man
must go out of himself for enjoyment. Something
in this grand universe, besides himself, there must
be, to bind the affection of every man. There is

that within us that compels us to attach our affec-

tions to something outward. You cannot give the

the pent-up steam its choice of moving or not

moving. It must move one way or the other,—the

right or the wrong way, Direct it rightly and its

wheels move smoothly on their track. Slop it you
cannot; it will rather burst. So with our hearts.

There is a pent-up energy of love, gigantic for good
or evil. Its right course is in the direction of our
Eternal Father. Let it boil and pant as it will, the

course of the man is smooth. Throw it from the

track and it bounds away,—a thing of madness and
ruin, carrying desolation with it. God in Christ is

the only sure course.

York, Pa,

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC, ANTI-QOSPEL.

Some one, in speaking of instrumental music,

made a quotation, " Music is the language of the

soul," and then added a volunteer opinion, " It is

such beyond a shadow of a doubt."

What an ideal There is not a vestige of truth in

the declaration, as applied to instrumental music.

One writer of note, J. G. Holland, does say, " Mu-
sic was a thing of the soul,—a rose-lipped shell

that murmured of the eternal sea,—a strange bird

singing the songs of another shore," He also says,

" Music may be divine, but its living is its dying.

It gushes, and is drunk up by the thirsty silences."

Carlyle says, "Music is well said to be the speech
of angels." But, remember, it is the music of the

human tongue,—the outgushings of the heart,—the

sweet melody of that instrument that the poet

Watts had in contemplation when he wrote:

It is music that Longfellow speaks of, when, in

his muse, he recounts the doings of those who were

present at that first Lord's Supper, and of whom it

i? said that " they sang a hymn and went out." He
says:

"Writ in the climate of heaven,

In the language spoken by angels."

Our heading has in it the proposition that instru-

mental music, in divine, religious worship, is con-

trary to the Gospel. We shall, therefore, give some

attention to the text.

Under the former dispensation, where outward
ceremonies were a prominent feature of worship, and
the people were under a discipline of types, shad-
ows, and sensuous literalism, to say nothing of the
superstitions and carnal customs of the ages, instru-
mental music was a prominent feature in their so-
cial and religious customs. A continuous custom
of the burning of incense and the offtring of slain
beasts, birds and products of the fields, in a literal

way, was the rule. In this way, through the eye and
the emotional nature of the natural man, they es-

sayed to worship God. This form of worship,
though in obedience to divine precept, had its

faults. Had it been faultless, there would have
been no need of a new one, as Paul reasons. (Heb.
8:7). It had its purposes, and by its types and
shadows, in an objective sense, pointed forward to
a higher and grander service of divine appointment.

In the coming of Christ and the establishment of
a spiritual kingdom of grace, and a new order of di

vine service, whereby God's people were to worship
him "in spirit and in truth," there was an entire
change. The old passed away,—Christ "blotting
out the handwriting of ordinances " (Col. 2: 14).

It is passing strange that in this age of Gospel
enlightenment so many are to be found, who want
to walk after the order of things that existed when
the " law of carnal commandment " was in vogue.
(See Heb. 7: 16.) The only way to account for

this going back to such things is because of the
persistency of the carnal mind to cling to the low,

sordid and debasing calls of the fleshly mind.
In the dispensation of the high arid sublime ser-

vice of Gospel order, as given to us by the precepts
and life of Christ, there is not one single word, hint

or act, in favcr of the use of instrumental music in

religious service. If any allusion at all to it is

made, it is by way of an illustration or in a parable,

to teach an idea in a figure. It is never sanctioned

by divine permission, and in the apostolic age it

was ignored as completely ai any other practice

belonging to a null and void dispensation.

The reason for its dropping out is self-evident.

Under the Gospel, religious services were of a spir-

itual nature, and everything of a carnal nature, or

the outcome of the emotions of the natural

was to be crucified, because of its degrading tenden-
cy. The type or figure of machine or instn

melody was to be transformed into a higher and
more noble manner of expression, by making " mel-

ody in your hearts to the Lord" Like all other

forms of worship, under the old order of things, not

brought over into the new by special enactment of

Divine Authority, it dropped out of use without any
necessity of disannulment by word. The nature

and essence of Gospel teaching of itself disannulled

the things of " carnal ordinances."

That instrumental music is, in reality, one of the

leading fleshly lusts, or a " harmony " of the carnal

nature, one only has to observe its power over those

thoroughly given over to worldly pleasure, and to

utterly abandoned as to never have a

thought of holy things.

In connection with the quotation, alluded to in

the outset of this article, the same author, having

under consideration instrumental music, says: "It

is the only means by which our finer emotions can

be expressed."

What a revelation, if true! What a critical com
mentai y on our immortal poets and fathers of song

and vocal church melody! It follows, then, that

those who cannot manipulate the fingers and

knuckles over ivory, wood, brass, steel, horse hair,

feline intestines, tanned swine's hide or something

of the kind, in a scientific manner, cannot express

their finer emotions. How unfortunatel How
many millions of saints have gone down to their

graves, lacking the sublimity of machine music!

We are glad to know better things of Gospel truth

thin to accept such presumptive, unauthorized state-

ments, as those that would want to give precedent

to gods made of man's hands, in lieu of the divine

instrument God has given his creatures.

How sweet the song of birds, warbling their

praise! We listen, and we feel to join in the an-

them that makes the forest ring with joy, The

m
noon hour comes, and again we hie away to the
shady wood. The songsters seem to be at rest, the
gentle breezes are stirring the foliage, and, in con-
cert, the trees that lean on each other, and the
limbs that cross,—screech and squeal, low, loud and
long. Are our "finer emotions" touched? Ha!
The ridiculous and sublime do once and awhile join
hands! Somebody " pipes," and somebody dances
and it is called grand,—" finer emotions expressed."
What a pity,—if instrumental music is a better

way to express emotion,—that the angelic choir, at
the time of the nativity of Christ, did not have an
accompaniment of musical instruments, in order that
they might give full expression to their feelings.

We think Milton told the truth when he wrote:

" Such music (as 'tis said)

Before was never made,
But when of old the song of morning sung

While the Creator great

His constellations set

And the well balanced world on hinges bung."

It will be a sorry day for the church, — if it ever
comes,—when instrumental music gets a place in

sacred service in the sanctuaryl The signs of the
times are pointing that way. The influences of the
worldly-minded are pressing hard to push it to
prominence. It takes no great amount of inspira-

tion for one to see where it belongs,—to Babylon,
the mother of harlots, who is deceiving the nations
(Rev. 18:22). The host of the popular Christian
world are deceived, and many, to draw crowds,
make special prominence of that part of their ser-

vice, and, as Pope siys:

it is becoming a custom to formulate the music
to suit the tastes of the carnally-minded, and lull

the conscience to sleep in a dream of heaven, while
around is the atmosphere of earth, and the smell of

the pit, How appropriate these lines from Pope
also:

" Like quirks of music, broken and uneven,
Make the soul dance upon a jig to heaven."

That instrumental music may, to some extent, be
a help in acquiring or improving the gift of vocal
song and fitting one to be prepared "to sing and
make melody in the heart to the Lord," no one will

deny, But why continue to use helps in this

branch of education any more than in another? In
the schoolroom there are many helps, but after

graduation, or when the student is practically carry-

ing out in his vocation what he learned at school,

he no longer uses the mechanical helps and applian-

ces, but is dependent on the theories and things,

which those helps assisted him in acquiring. So,

when used to assist the voice in government and
harmony, when it comes to where the voice is con
secrated to holy song in the sanctuary, let it be
free from artificial helps, and, as the gushing of a

spring, and the murmuring of a stream let the song
be natural,. Such song as comes from the soul in

strains of music,—the language of angels,— is the

music of the holy spheres, and the only way possi-

ble, to express in song, the finer, higher and holier

emotions of reverence and praise. To supplant

this God-given expression of the human-divine soul

with machine music, drops us to the level of the
" screeching tree-music " in the forest. Even
when there is a mixture of vocal and instrumental

there is a hindrance in the way of singing " with the

spirit and with the understanding." The great and
noted "star" singers of the world sing without an

accompaniment of instrumental music. It would
1 insult to an audience who had come together

to hear one of the great singers, to have a medley of

artificial noise. In the name of all that is holy,

why want a confusion of machine soundings, when
the melody of the heart wants to go out in volume
to fill the sanctified surroundings?

As regards the question, whether it is the proper

thing for saints to encourage instrumental music in

the family and social circle, we do not propose to

discuss it, believing that in the minds of regenerat-

ed persons there is a sufficient amount of wisdom
and grace, to induce them to pursue the best course

in all questions bordering along the line of Chris-
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linded, or too precist

t an consistency. But when it comes to a social

relation, or circle, where God's children are to be

ensamples, and a light to the world, and are in any
manner holding out their religious principles in a

body, or together, by concert of action, by all

means avoid all appearance of evil,—the appearance

that may crop out in pampering to the low, morbid
and carnal emotions of the natural man. There

too much at stake, to take risks in things of qui

tionable propriety, and it would be better to sufi

the censure of being n

than to entail upon the

the end, by too much freedom.

To the idea, sometimes advanced, that what is

right in the family, can not be improper in the

church, or sanctuary, I would say, it is a wrong con-

clusion. It may be right for a quiet, sedate old

elder, or any other person, to get down on the floor

in the family circle, and have a jolly, good time

with his little grandchild, or help Johnny ride bis

rocking-horse, but it would not be the proper thing

to do in the churchhouse. It may be all right for

the mother to let the toddling, boisterous child

have the free run of the house at ho
just the right thing at church.

To be " wise as serpents and harm

He

.but it i

requires no littli

of so much heavy prei

about us, it is to be hoped th

opened that will give sanction,

strumental 1

we wish to be

nd harmless as doves,"

d grace. In these days

ming around and

t no door will be

a any way, to in-

Los Angeles, Cal.

c in our places of worship,

lown as a people professing godli-

nformity to the world.

REMARKS ON AIAL. 3: 3.

LONGANECKHR.

that they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righte*

From the language of the text, and its

tion, we draw the fact that the sons of Levi and all

Israel had become very corrupt and defiled. They
needed a divine messenger, a redeemer, a purifier.

Chapters one and two show that their moral and
temporal state was a deplorable one. The church,

and all the world to-day, need the same King of

Righteousness, the same Divine Purifier. " Are we
better than they? No; in no wise: for we have be-

fore proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they ate

all under sin; as it is written, There is none right-

eous, no, not one." Rom, 3: 9, io,

What a deplorable picture does Paul give in

Rom. 1, 2 and 3! Read all of the three chapters,

and then contrast them with Mai. 1, 2, 3, and you
must conclude that if the Jews needed a Savior and
Redeemer to purify them, so do we.

The element water, in numerous figures, is used
to teach the great need of an inner cleansing. In
our text, in a figure, the element fire is used for a

similar purpose Fire is a powerful purifier. With-
out it there could be no life, because of filth and
poison. Gnd created the silver and gold ore for

many us eful purposes. But in their crude state

they are useless being mixed with dross of differ-

ent kind That those metals may be useful, they
must be refined. They must be purified from
all dross This can only be dons by putting the
ore in a rucible, in a furnace of fire. If the furnace
is sulfide ntly hot, the ore will melt, and the dross
will then separate from the pure metal. The refin-

er will sit before the heated furnace, and eagerly
watch the heated metal until it becomes so pure
that he can plainly see his own image in it, and
then he immediately removes it from the crucible.

The refiner sits so that he can the better see and
judge when the metal is fully purified.

All this the prophet uses as a figure to tearh a
great spiritual lesion. God created man for a no-
ble purpose. Through sin man has been defiled

and corrupted. He was created in God's own im-
age, but said image is no more visible. By nature,
man can not glorify God. He must be cleansed

> that the hearts,

n might be clari-

5 new hearts and
But how, or by

st be purified f-om all corruption.

The Lord created man in his own im3ge, and he
alone can refine him, and restore the lost image.
When said image is restored in men, then, and not
before, " they may rftir vnto the Lord an rffering in

righteousness." So says our text. None but those
who are refined and purified will be able to abide
his coming.

Only the pure in heart can see, or enjoy him,
hence he came into this world to refine and purify

the children of men, that they might be prepared
for his own use in his glorious kingdom He is the

only Refiner and Purifier of the children of men.
His mission into this world w;

thoughts, motives and lives of m
fied. This he does by giving i

lives by his own Divine Spirit,

what means, is all this great work accomplished?
How will he purify his people?

1. By his example and work, and the fire of his

divine love.

2. By the fire of the Holy Spirit.

3. By the fire of the Word.
4. By ths fire of sanctified afflictions.

1. By his example and work. Paul affirms, in

Heb. 12: 29, what God declared to Moses in Deut.

4:24. "Our Gid is a consuming fire." He will

either separate our sins from us, and destroy them
here, or he will eternally destroy us in the world to

come. For the first, God was manifest in the flesh.

For it the Lord labored and died. Christ called

his sufferings " a baptism'' He told James and
John that they should be baptized with the baptism
that he should be baptized with, referring, no

ifferings for his sake. " Beloved,

ge concerning the fiery trial which
though some strange thing hap-
but rejoice, inasmuch as ye are

st's sufferings." i Pet, 4: 12, 13.

purifying power in Christ's works

doubt, to their 1

think it not stra

is to try you, a

pened unto yoi

partakers of Ch
There is, then, a

and sufferings. All that are brought under the in-

fluence of Christ's life and sufferings will be made
better by it. All will become the more holy. The
fire of h :s love has kindled a flame of sacred love in

many a heart. His life and sufferings have led

many to say, " We love him because he first loved

2. By the fire of the Holy Spirit. The Holy
Spirit is G^d. '* God is a consuming fire."

" Quench not the Holy Spirit," and he will refine

you. He will sanctify you. He will create you
anew in Christ Jesus. He will stamp on your souls

the divine image, and thus seal you heirs of God.
When the Lord sees his own image perfected in

your soul, he will say, It is enough; come up high-

er. He will then remove you from the crucible of

love,

3. By the fire of God's Word. Quicken me by thy
Word. " Sanctify them through thy truth." " See-
ing ye have purified your souls in obeying the
truth." There is a wonderful refining power in

God's Word. It is the power of God unto salva-

tion. " Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a
light unto my path." The Lord said unto Jeremi-
ah, " I will make my words in thy mouth fire."

Christ said, " I am come to send fire on the earth."

One sense of these words is, to show the influence

of the Word of God and the Holy Spirit, in the de-
struction of sin.

4. The fire of sanctified affliction. As stated be-

fore, Peter calls such "fiery trials." God's people
have always been tried. They always will be
tried. This world is a world of probation. We
will enter upon active service in another world.
When once the dross and corruption of sin has
been all removed, God will use us for a glori-

ous work. The Lord, our Refiner, knows the time
when the fire of affliction should be stayed. He
sits in judgment, and is watching carefully his

jewels. When Job was in the furnace of affliction,

"then his wife said unto him, Dost thou still retain
thine integrity? curse God, and die." What a loss

it would have been to Job and us all, had he then

been removed from the crucible! The Refiner
knew better than Job's wife. The great Refiner, by
the mouth of Isaiah, said unto Hezekiah, "Set

thii : hous. nd noter; for thou shalt die,

live." The time did not suit Hezekiah; he wept
and prayed for a change. God heard his prayer,

but the sequel shows that he was just fifteen years
too long in the crucible. Let the studious readei

read thoughtfully 2 Kings 20, and he will have
some faint idea of his loss. The Lord knew better

than Hezekiah. Here is a case from profai

tory. A dear little son was near death. The Lord
was about to remove him from the crucible

mother, like Hezekiah, wept, and prayed the Lord
to change his will. " I can not give him up I will

not give him up " The Lord left the boy in the
crucible according to the prayer and will of the

mother. The boy grew up to be a young man.
He committed a capital crime, for which he was
hung on the gallows. The boy was too long in the
crucible. The good mother forgot that the R-finer

was too wise to err. O what a great loss to the
poor boy, the poor mother, and to society; for,

Henry says, " One sinner makes many." Chr
was in the crucible. He also prayed, but not that

his own will should be done " O my Father, if it

be possib'e, let this cup pass from me: neverthe-
less, not as I will, but as thou wilt." Had he then

been removed, O what a loss! The Refine!

:>est. His imeto remove from the cru cible is al-

ways the right tim e. God s will is the only right

one. Wher we can say of God's will, ' It 1 5 FIN-

SHED ," then the Refiner will s :e his c wn i

and r emove us from the cr ucible

Ho Hville. Ohio.

FREEDOM.

BY LAVINIA STONER,

The history of this world has been one great
struggle for freedom, and, as every step in advance
has been made in much pain and suffering, the peo-
ple of the nineteenth century enjoy the privilege

they do, because of the sacrifices and victories of

preceding generations. Some may think, when
comparing the past with the present, that we have

reached the goal; but one need only look about
him to see that there is still much to be done.

Not many realize how fully our church enjoys

some of the privileges the world is striving to ob-

tain. We have declared no allegiance to fashion

nor foolish customs. These are tyrants that are

holding many good people blindly in bondage. A
e said to me, " I see

on the sisters," He
1 No; it has released

and I, for one, know

advance,

:ial ques-

liberty

minister in another church on
your church imposes a burdei

referred to our dress. I said,

us from the burden of fashion

it is quite a relief."

By simple obedience to the teachings of th

Testament, we have been kept from making
play in dress, and our plain churches have
made the poor feel ill at ease.

We have almost always settled, years

the great questions that agitate the world,

portant problem of the future

tion. When it is settled, there

and happiness in the world. It is to be hoped the

growing spirit of philanthropy will gain the victory,

and there will be a peaceful revolution; but, if it

should be otherwise, the Dunkers couid stand as an

example, as they did in the civil war, of having set-

tled the problem long before.

The freedom we enjoy, and the advanced ideas

we stand for,—all of which have not been named,
arbitration and temperance are on the list,—make
our young people the most potential people r>f the

land. Would that they recognized their power,

and used it in further peaceful victories for free-

dom!
Lotigmont, Colo.

TWO THINGS FOR WHICH WB SHOULD LABOR
AND PRAY.

One thing impresses us, for which we should la-

bor,-—that every family who is now enjoying the

kly visits of the Messenger, which is so well
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filled with spiritual food, should serve as a commit-

tee to aid their District solicitor in securing the

subscription of every family, for the Gospel Mes-
senger, in their respective districts.

This is highly necessary for the spiritual culture

of parents and children in faith and doctrine, and
also to keep all in touch with the Brotherhood.

Many who are weak, would become strong by the

weekly visit of the Gospel Messenger, and many
who are strong, would become still stronger.

Many who are full of fear" and doubts, would be-

come more valiant soldiers, could they behold the

marshalled strength of the beloved Brotherhood, as

recorded weekly through the Gospel Messenger.
Many families who have not the Gospel Messen-

ger, claim poverty, and very honestly, too, while

others can not, until they learn to deny themselves

of Sta'e, County, and town papers, and monthly

magazines, sufficiently to pay $1 50 for the Gospel
Messenger.

Again; we truly hope that the Gospel Messen-
ger supplement, of some weeks ago, will induce

many parents to secure a good Bible for themselves

and children, and that they will study it, and not

merely decorate the center table. This low offer

for Gospel Messenger and Bible, S27S, should

surely cause many Sunday school teachers to for-

ever cease carrying their quarterlies and other helps

with them, to teach the class, instead of their Bi-

ble.

The second thing for which we feel every devot

ed child of God should labor and pray, and that

now, is, that the Lord may so direct that the moral

and spiritual strength of the American people may
be increased and maintained by the enactment of

an interstate divorce law (see Gospel Messenge
No. 39), and that founded on the Gospel Such

law, once in force, many will more seriously co

sider the' sacredness and strength of the mama;
vow. Every lover of truth should voice a united

sentiment in prayer to God for this blessing.

It is not always safe to suppose that

a poor one simply because it fails to measure up to

your conception of what a sermon ought to be

There is a possibility that your ideals are them
selves defective. Any pulpit utterance that brings

real help to the souls of your brother men, inspiring

them with a stronger courage, and quickening them
to a better life, is worthy to be respected. We beg

you not to scan your pastor's performances with too

critical an eye. He is only a man, as you al.

and he is doing about as well in his place z

could do.

—

Christian Advocate,

-^THE * SUNDAY * SCHOOLS

LESSON LIGHT-FLASHES.

The Christian's Armor.—Eph. 6: 10-20.

Lesson for November 21,

We have now for some time been following after

the life of Paul, and looking at the things he did,

and we have seen that he was a great worker for

Christ wherever he went. In our last lfsson we

had him in the great city of Rome, standing up be-

fore the king and the leading men of the city, de-

claring to them the new and the living way, and de

fending the sect that was everywhere spoker

against. In this lesson we have set before us th<

kind of armor needed to do a work that is meeting

with so much opposition, by all classes of people.

The Lord has given us a body with feet, that we

may move from place to place, hands by which we

may take hold of things to do the work that is

needful for the good of ourselves and our fellow

beings, but, to do most effectually, we need two

things,—preparation and tools or implements. If

we are farmers, we must have the implements need-

ed in farming, and so in all other callings of life.

To use these tools to the best advantage, we must

learn how to use them, and we must also have the

necessary wisdom and physical strength to proper-

ly handle them. Our tools must be adapted to the

work we have to do, Paul was working for the

Lord, in his vineyard, and, as this was contested

ground, he had to meet the enemies of his Lord,

d fight them to the death. Hence he is called a

soldier, and, therefore, needed the tools of a sol-

And as he was a. good soldier, he must have

the very best of weapons, as no one can do good
work with poor tools.

Having a desire to work, the best of tools, and
knowing how to use them to the best advantage, a

man ought to do good service.

But in the very outstart, Paul recognizes a very

important fact,—that strength is needed. AH oth-

er helps, without this, would be impotent and

worthless. And he further tells from whence this

strength must come. " Brethren, be strong in the

Lord, and in the power of his might." There is no

better,—no other place to which we can go for the

needed strength. "Through Jesus Christ, who
strengtheneth me, I can do all things." The
strength which cometh through Jesus Christ, the

Lord, is the overcoming power of the world, and to

him we must go if we would overcome. But, in

connection with this, we must put on the whole ar-

mor of God. A part of it will not do. We could

not farm very well if w* had only plows and wag-

ons; neither could a soldier do good fight'ng with

only one weapon. And yet a great many people

try to do work in this way, only to half do it, or

fail altogether.

Thousands of men and women go out into the

world, to fight life's bat 1 les, only half armed, and, as

a result, we see failures everywhere. We say:

" How foolish," and then turn around and do the

same thing ourselves. Had we not better give heed

to the advice of Paul, and put on the "whole ar

mor?" We certainly should, if we desire to sue

ceed.

But that we may know what Paul means, he telli

us that the weapons of our warfare are not carnal,

—but spiritual, because we do not fight against

flesh and blood, but against principalities, against

powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this

world, against spiritual wickedness in high pi;

If our warfare were to be waged only against the

weak, the low, and the mean, and ignorant, it would

not be so hard a contest, but the foe is a mighty

one, combining the powers of the high ones, away

up in worldly position, with the wisdom of the dev-

il. Such a power, as a foe, to meet, needs all th<

equipment that the Lord has to give, because it i:

steel for steel, and length for length. To have one

deficiency, or unprotected spot, means defeat

Therefore " put on the whole armor " of God.

The loins,—the most vital part of the body, are

to be girt about with the Truth, The Truth is a

wonderful weapon. In it is the power of God unto

salvation (victory). You cannot get along without

this, Get so full of it that you can use, on the mo
ment, any part or all of it. The devil, in high plac

es, nor anywhere else, can stand a full dose of the

Truth. It kills every time. Study the Word!

Christ used it at the time of the great temptation,

and, by it, he hurled Satan out of his sight.

"Having on the breastplate of righteousness."

This is another very essential thing to have. Right

doing is a great help in our warfare. The breast-

plate means a protected heart. The devil shoots

his darts at the hearts of boys and girls and big

people, too. He puts into it bad thoughts, through

the eyes and ears, and bad books. Put on the

breastplate of right things,—fill it,—the heart,—

with good things, and then the bad ones will find

no place for entrance. Right will hold its own

anywhere,—fill your hearts with it, and, so far, you

are safe.

"Your feet shod with the preparation of the

Gospel of peace." Our feet must be cared for, as

they carry us to the field of spiritual carnage—

—into troubled waters, and they must say for us,

"Peace, be still." They must lead us into the

paths of peace, therefore, they must be shod with

the Gospel,—which means peace. They must be

directed and controlled by the principles of peace.

" How beautiful are the feet [shod with the Gos-

pel] of them that preach the Gospel of peace and

bring glad tidings of good things." Peaceable feet

always have been a power for good, and the more
ways are sweetened with the peace of the Gos-

pel, the greater will be our powers over sin and for

good,

" Above all things, take the shield of faith, where-

with ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of

the wicked." The power of faith is only limited by
the amount we are able to have. To give us a faint

idea of its power, Christ says to his disciples, " If

ye had faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall

say to this mountain, Remove hence to yonder
place, and it shall remove." This shows that our

power is to be measured by the faith we have, and,

being well supplied with the other weapons named,
then believe, and no power in the realm of sin can

withstand us,

But there are still more,—the helmet of salvation

and the Sword of the Spirit. What a wonderful

equipment the Lord has provided for his soldiers!

The helmet is a protection for the head, —and how
very necessary it is that the head should be pro-

tected! Do we need head protection? Yes, much
depends on a saved head, as in it are the saving

forces of the whole body. If the head is wrong, or

injured, all is gone, The saving wisdom and grace

of the Gospel, is the only salvation for the head.

Fill the heart and head with the Gospel of salva-

tion, and there is strength and power to feel and di-

rect aright all the other powers that God has given.

Then the sword is the hand-fighting weapon,

—

the Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.

It strikes and cuts, if rightly handled. It is sharp,

—sharper than the world-renowned, Damasrus
steel two-edged sword. It cuts right »nd left, and
pierces through, cutting asunder and lopping off

everv vestige of sin. Put on the whole armor of

God—all of it! h. b. b.

SERMON" OUTLINE.

WHERE DO YOU STAND?

e rlgliteouH sonrcely 1) II ll!l|!Ulll\ P>

All mea fall into one of these three classes. Two o( these

classes cannot be saved, and the other class is scarce 1/ saved.

The righteous have nothing to spare, they have no room to

boast, just barely saved.

I. The sinner stands condemned.

r. The man who will not profess Christ, hence, does Dot

stand in the congregation with the righteous. Psa. i:

5-

2. The man who has never heard the Gospel, who knows
nothing of Christ, all men in the heathen world.

3, The man who intends to accept Christ, who intends to

be a Christian, but puts it off until too late.

II. The ungodly man stands also under condemnation. The
ungodly man is the man who professes godliness, but

does not live out his profession, He can stand in the

congregation with the righteous, but not in the judgment.

Psa. I: 5.

r. The hypocrite is such a man.

2. The man who is deceived by blind leaders is an un-

godly man.

3. The man who says, " Lord, Lord," and refuses to do

what Jesus says, is an ungodly man.

Ill, The righteous stand justified, saved.

1. Not because of their good works,

2. Not because they have kept the commandments,

3. But because Christ was made to be sin for them. 2

Cor. 5: 2i,

OUR PRAYER MEETING-.

SOME THIN03 TO MEED.

For Thursday Evening, Nov, 18.

. That no man deceive us; Mark 13: 33-37; Thus 2: 13.

. What we hear. Mark 4: 24; Jer. 22: 29.

. How we hear. 1 Sam. 3:9, ro; Psa. 119: 11; Heb. 2: 1.

. To ourselves. Luke 21; 34; Phil. 2: 3; Mark 7: 21,23; 1 Cor.

10: 12: 1 Tim 4: 16.

. How we build. 1 Cor 3: 10, ri; Matt. 7: 24.

, Lest there be in any ot us an evil heart of unbelief. Heb.

3: 12; 1 Pet. 1: 8.

. To the sure word of prophecy. 2 Pet. 1: 19; Heb. 10: 37;

Rev. 22: 20.

.2: 26; 3:21:2
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Sunday Scheol Meeting of Central Ptnnsyhn
Everett. Sept. v and 10.

' It is not much this world can give,

With all its show of art,

And gold and gems are not the things

To satisfy the heart;

But, ob, if those who cluster round

The altar and the hearth,

Have gentle words and loving smiles,

Ha 11M1I 1

Man is a social creature. He was so created, and

is so related to his kind, that he can only be happy

and useful when this innate impulse of his nature is

called into exercise. Sociability, therefore, lies at

the foundation of all true success in whatever line

of work we are engaged.

The happy gift of sociability atones for the lack

of talent, it warms up the heart, drives away the

clouds and scatters sunshine. The secret of loveli-

ness is the love of Christ. The secret of winsome-

ness is the desire to win souls for Christ. Wc can-

not argue men into the kingdom, but we can win

them by sympathy. If we cannot preach Christ

we can smile Christ, and in the Sunday school

work, where teacher and pupil are brought in touch

with each other, the sight of the face when it beams

with love, and a grasp of the hand, when brought

in social intercourse, excites a thrill of good as

nothing else has the power to do, and lead* the

young into paths of virtue and piety when fine

teaching fails. The one test of those that scatter

sunshine is not whether we brighten the places al-

ready bright, but whether we shed light in the dark

corners. Christ came not to save the righteous,

but sinners, and the disciple should be as his Lord.

We do not pass this way again; whatever encour-

agement we are to give, must be quickly given.

Sunday school workers, to promote the social

feeling in the Sunday school, we should commence
in the home, on the street, by the wayside, or wher-

ever children are met. They like to be noticed and

will soon become strongly attached to those who
give them heart felt attention,

"For words that breathe of tenderness

Are warmer than the summer sun,

And brighter than the de»."

Kind acts in the Sunday school merely set the

stitches, but th? so'id knitiing together of life to

life must go on during the week. No one is 6tted

for the work of teaching the young who is not gift-

ed with, or cultivates, the sympathetic nature. We
can never reach the feelings, and gain the esteem,

and win people over to our cause, unless we, like

the good Samaritan, come where the man is.

" Tis well to walk with a cheerful heart

Wherever our fortunes call

With a friendly glance and an open hand
And a gentle word for all,

'.£.*£.& vK38pmL j^sssiHrerGKHne*

Since life is a thorny and difficult path

Where toil is the portion of man,
We all should endeavor while passing along

To 1 ...i.h ..

How manv of us think we have more friends al-

ready than we have time for, more calls than we
can return? Possibly God wants us to neglect our

well provided-for friends in favor of people less

agreeable, but more lonely and sadly in need of

Christian comradeship.

"Tell them about the Master,

Of the wrongs that he freely forgave,

Of his love and tender compassion,

Of his love that wa mighty to save;

So tell them the swee old story,

That falls on each vonnd like a balm

And the hearts that w ere bruised and broken

Will grow patient t nd strong and calm."

The Savior said he came to do his Father's busi

ness, so he always had time to sit down by the

wells, and by the wayside, and stand in fields, and

turn aside to private houses, in order to let a little

more brightness into some life, It would have been

pleasant for him to tarry all those three years with

Mary and Martha and Lazarus, but he had his Fa-

ther's business to do. Our business is to be social,

to save from sin. We want to learn how to smile

on the petu'ant, the cross, the ugly, and we want to

learn how to shake hands, not, with soft hands, and

white hands, and strong hands,—we know that al-

ready,—but with soiled hands, and hard hands, and

cold hands! We want the boldness of Paul, that

was ready to be all things, to all men, if by all

means he might save some one.

" How sweet 'twill be at evening

If you and I can say

Good Shepherd, we've been seeking

The lambs that went astray.

Heartsore and faint with hunger

We heard them making moan
And lo! we come at night-fall

Bearing them safely home."

Woodbu*y, Pa,

STY LE.

BY HOWARD

It is not fashion that is meant this time by the

subject chosen, but what is known as style in writ-

g, It is very hard to define, but may be ex-

plained as the peculiar way people have in telling a

thing when they write it out. The ready writer is

often regarded as a very smart man, one who has; a

mderful depth of learning that he can call on in

limited quantity, This <s not true, and in fact

the most learned are generally the stupidest writers

for the public. It is a peculiar talent, born in the

iter, and is something that no schooling will ever

put in him if it is not there when he is born. And
e is something very remarkable about it. Here
man who is bright in conversation, saying good

things, and talking sense, but if you give him pen

and paper, the matter he produces is something

nderful. Another man is comparatively dull in

iversation, but give him a pen, and everything he

says has the brightness of a diamond about it

Why is it so? No one can tell, because if one did

know, it would be easy of imitation. What made
Shakespeare what he was? It has never be^n an-

swered other than that he was born Shakespeare.

It is pretty much the same in other things. One
man always looks we'l in his clothes, and they

seem to have grown about him. Another, not all

the tailors in creation could ever make anything

but an emphasized specimen of awkwardness, al-

though in every other quality he is the much better

man of the two. It is the same in this thing called

style in writing. With one there is the ability to

produce a sentence that is a sort of a verbal mould
into which the idea is poured, exactly filling it.

The other man blunders and slops over, snd who
can tell why?

A good many people have a gilt in this way, and
do not know it. The only way that they ever find

it out is to try it before the public, for if it once gets

before the world, the verdict is unassailable, as

Nov. 13, 1S97.

there are too many for collusion, either way. The
merit of an acceptable style is won or lost in about

the only human field where the values are true and

the juiy unbribable Moreover the possessor of a

readable style is always unconscious of it. It is

natural and therefore easy, and nothing to think

about, one way or another.

A man is haranguing in the street as you are pas

sing by. You stop for a minute and never move out

of your tracks for an hour. That is oratory. You
start to read an article indifferently and never shift

attention to the last line. That is the style we are

talking about, and the sense or importance of either

the written or spoken matter has little to do with it.

It is a God-given gift, and while it may be improved,

if it is not in one, in all essentials, he might as well

" save his breath to cool his porridge." Of course,

there must be sense to it all if any continuous suc-

cess is desired.

It is astonishing how the Messenger has im-

proved in its literary contents in the past few years.

It is only necessary to overhaul the bound volumes
to see wherein the change has been, and along what

lines it has taken place. And the improvement

will continue, for it is something that has no limit

of growth. But let not this interfere with the man
or woman who has a message to give to the public.

That it is in ungrammatical dress, or faultily spelled,

is a minor matter, rompared with the importance of

what is said. If the child is all right its clothes can

readily be arranged in shape before it i' ushered be-

fore the Messenger's 50,000 audience.

Lewi-burg, Pa.

MT. MORRIS COLLEGE.

We are nearly at the end of the 6rst term of the

hool year. While not as large as we should like

1 see it, the attendance is fully up to our expecta-

tions. Many of our students come from the town

d the country immediately aroundit, but a good-

ly number of them come from other States. It can

be truthfully said that our school is in a good,

healthy condition, and that the outlook for the

uture is bright.

Realizing the greatness of the influence of the

ipirit of a church school ower those who come to

it, and, through them, over the districts from

vhich they come, the effort with us is to make a

;chool which will have an influence for good. The
Thursday and Sunday evening prayer meetings, the

Sunday school, the members' meetings, the meet-

ngs of the Missionary Society, the preaching ser-

vice,— all these afford opportunities for religious

growth, And then the Bible classes must not be

itte-J. More work of this kind is being done

with us now than has been done for some time. A
study ot the life of Paul and Jesus cannot but in-

ease the missionary spirit of all, and an increase

missionary spirit is needed everywhere.

We have an occasional series of meetings. These

meetings are seasons of refreshment spiritually.

Sometimes many, sometimes but a few are added

to the church in this way. But these meetings

always awaken in the members a keener sense of

their duty as Christians, and make them live closer

to Christ than before. Recently a very helpfol

:s of meetings was held. For a few evenivgs,

devotional meetings were held, then Bro. W. R.

Miller, of Chicago, talked to us several evenings.

The number added to the church was cot la'ge, but

the success of a meeting is not to be measured by
the number who are brought into the church. It is

important to build up souls in Christ.

The thought of those who have gone from us in-

to home and foreign fields to carry on work for the

Master is a constant inspiration. Others are pre-

paring to go forth on the same mission. We hope
we shall always have among us those who have

consecrated and dedicated themselves to the Lord,

for the presence of such is a great help to all, as it

causes them to live closer to him who died for

them,
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General Missionary and Tract

Department.

IEQULAB HEETIHQ3

Adam McAll, stricken with fatal disease,

ere his work on the Congo was fairly begun,

breathed out as his dying prayer, " Lord, Thou
knowest I consecrated my life to preaching the

Gospel in Africa. If thou dost take me in-

stead of the work I purposed to give Thee,

what is that to me? Thy will be done."

WITHOUT THE CLOAK.

e of our contributors writes: A young

thought she ought to have a new cloak

'inter, but to get it would have taken all

uoney and she would have none le

to the mission cause, so she thought she

could do without a new cloak better than

Duld do without the Gospel, and gav

money to the mission cause. She thought she

would not suffer from the cold by wearinj

old cloak, though it would not look as ni

worn by some of the other sisters.

be error of the wicked. Think seriously

before you speak against nonconformity.

w sad to hear some of our brethren urge

larttire from the principles of the church,

especially on non-conformity, and to claim

that there is no danger in identifying our-

5, in a limited degree, with the fashions

and customs of the world! Who will be able

repress the downward course of the old

ship, when once launched in the current of

pride? The knowledge we have of the expc-

e of God's children in the past, when they

drifted out into the popular current, should be

sufficient warning for us. Lei every church

represent at our next Annual Meeting, and

carefully guard the principle of non-conformi-

ty, and strengthen the weak places in our be-

loved Brotherhood.

Washington, D, C, Oct. 26.

FROM WASHINGTON, D. C.

tof c

Allen Gardiner, upon his third heroic, but

futile attempt to plant the Gospel in Tierra

del Fuego, dying of slow starvation, wrote, "1

neither hunger nor thirst, though five days

without food. Marvelous loving-kindness."

for

missionary in Africa labored for seven

s without a single convert. A brother said

im, "Are you not disappointed in having

ouls? " " No," he said, " I did not come to

ca to win souls," "What did you come
" "To glorify God."

We can never hope to ri<

of our opportunities and of our obligation:

meet them until every baptized man, won

and child shall give freely, systematically, 1

scientiously, to the support of the <

king iof« r Lord Je.' sChri

Bishop Hannington, dying at Uganda, amid

every cruelty which African savagery cou'
'

flict, filled with love for bis enemies, said

executioners: "Go tell Muanga that I di

Baganda, and that I have purchased the road

to Uganda with my life." He wrote to his

friends, " If this is the last chapter of my earth-

ly history, the next will be the first page of the

—Sunday afternoon his talk to the children

was illustrated from his chart.

—Oct. 25 Bro. P. B. Fitzwater, of Sheldon,

Iowa, stopped off on his way to Chicago, and

gave us an interesting sermon on "The Meas-

uring Stick of the Brethren Church."

— Sister Yearout is in Kansas, where she was

called by the sudden death of her father.

—The Spring Creek Sunday school recently

sent us a donation, the most of which was

raised by giving each of six children 15 cents

to invest as was thought best. Among the

amounts returned, $2.65 is the largest, and 50

cents the smallest. When the children can do

this much in a few months, what might older

people do? From this fund five Sunday school

children are already more properly clad to

face the storms of winter, and there is money

still for others.

—Other doTiations are promised soon, and

somehow we feel that the faithful little Sunday

school children of Cedar Rapids will nol suffer

for want of means this winter. The Lord bless

the faithful everywhere!

Sjy Division St., Oct, sq.

hea nly."

Melwell Cox, falling on the field of the

Dark Continent almost as soon as he had put

his hand to the plough, cried out, "Though a

thousand fall, let not Africa be given up."

How long is the list of such untimely deaths on

the mission field! And to how many such, cut

off prematurely, has

111- Hi
- are many who gave to the W.ishiug-

meetinghouse, who are under the impres-

that the house will soon be completed. I

often asked if we are not soon ready to

dedicate the new house. I am sorry to say the

Board has not yet sufficient means to begin to

build. At the rate they are receiving funds at

present, the money already dohated may lay

le another year or two, and the cause suffer,

lave visited a number of churches this fall

d all seem interested and anxious to be rep-

ented in the capital city. Many are willing

help build a church, but, owing to the many
calls for help, a few churehes cannot raise the

needed to build here. If the Brother-

hood in general do not become interested, the

work cannot go on.

Just think bow easily the amount could be

raised! If but 5,000 brethren or sisters would

each send one dollar to the General Missionary

and Tract Committee, Mt. Morris, 111., the

building would go up. Are there not that num-

ber in the Brotherhood who will at once forward

that amount? Give the matter a little thought,

dear brethren and sisters, and if you cannot

spare $1, send what you can. It costs to go

out and solicit, and also takes us from our

work. Let the willing hearts in the Brother-

hood send in the amount at once and the

Lord's work will go on!

Remember it is your property. The Gener-

al Mission Board holds the deed. There is no

danger of losing your investment. I am often

asked this question: "If you have a house, do

you think you can maintain the plain princi-

ples of the Gospel?" I answer, "Yes." I

know there are some who say, you cannot es-

tablish the plain principles of the church in

. (They, however, do not get this idea

from the Bible, it must come from at

turce.) That is as much as saying thi

ty people will perish, for it is evident that

anything short of humility and plainness ol

dress in God's children will not meet the ap-

proval of God. God's style of dress is a plair

{not in the fashions of the world). The

Brethren church has adopted it. God's chil

! not object to it, A renewed mine

It is said that in India there

European to every three thousand natives, and

that if each native were to cast only a handful

of earth on the Europeans within India, they

would be buried under six feet of earth. And

yet the millions of India are governed by a

mere handful of the Europeans, and why? Be-

cause Christianity and civilization go hand in

hand. In India, as everywhere—intelligence

rules its thousands by its superior mental en-

In one of his communications to this ofh'

Bro. W. B. Stover writes: " Last week one d;

I told one of the schoolboys to act as teach

for half a day. When prayer time came in t!

little school, I noticed all the doors and wi

dows shut. Quietly I opened the door and

there, what do you think I saw? All the boy;

down on hands and knees in prayer, thi

' teacher ' praying. Tears came at once to m]

eyes to see these little heathen do so well.

The teacher prayed as we pray, and then all

closed with the Lord's Prayer,"

Oct, 3, in company with my wife, Bro. David

G. Wine and sister Virginia Wine, the writ-

er started by private conveyance to attend

the District Meeting in the Juniata church,

Nebr., Oct. 5 and fi. The distance was 132

miles. Our first stopping-place was York

City, Nebr. As we are always accustomed to

attend services on Sunday evening, and as the

Brethren have no meeting in this city, we at-

tended the "Salvation Army" services. We
can not say much about their meetings, as we

do not believe in that form of worship, yet the

"Salvation Army" is to be commended for

zeal and the effort they put forth to con-

iinners to Christ. 1 thought if the Breth-

would make an effort as they do, how

1 more could be accomplished for the ad-

hrist's kingdom.

Vine had two thousand tracts with

1 we made it our business to hand

tracts to those we met on the way, In this way

one can dispose of quite a number of tracts

While at the "Salvation Army" meetii

Bro. Wine asked the captain permission

distribute tracts in the hall. The request \\

granted and he put out two hundred and fifty

in ten minutes. We claim to be the right

church, or true followers of Christ, and why

should we not make more of an effort to spread

the Gospel as last as we can?

By the time we returned home we had all

e tracts distributed, and we now hop

pray that some good may result from

We were well pleased with the work of the

District Meeting, and the spirit that manifest-

ed itself, The mission and Sunday school

work were given due consideration. There is

a great work to be done in this State, and the

Brethren are getting wide awake. The fields

were enlarged for work. New mission points

will be supplied with ministers, and a mission

Sunday school will also be started in Kearney,

Nebr. Bro. S. M. Forney will represent this

State on the Standing Committee at our next

Annual Conference.

Octavia, Nebr., Oct 23.

CEDAR RAPIDS NOTES.

will r 1, f..n j the world.

.
forth 1

great work (

OUR SUNDAY SCHOOL.

rii a number of children and parents

present at our Sunday school today,

came from adjoining churches, whom
re glad to have with us, to help to labor

icble a cause. We were glad for the lcs-

to-day, feeling that we can wield a won-

derful influence over those around us, by tell-

ing them what Christ has done for us, and by

referring to God's Word.

After looking over the large number of chil-

well cared for, blessed with

and Sunday school teachers,

think of the many poor chil-

wbo have neither temporal nor spiritual

Chicago anrl the poor children came to our

mind first, so we held a collection for them,

which seemed to meet the approval of all.

When the report was made one brother (who

has much experience) said, " That will make a

good many children glad." No doubt there

would be much work done in this line, if we

had the true situation placed before us,

We enjoyed the presence of Eld. A. Hutchi-

son and were addressed by him on the impor-

tant question, " How much owest thou unto my
Lord?" Luke 16: 5.

Ctnterview, Mo., Oct. s/.

If the principles of plain

the Gospel, be taught in tr:

plified by God's children, ;

be done for our Savior. Let me saj

here, on the dress question —be loyal

church. She asks you to stand aloof from the

fashions of the world and to assume pla

of dress. You promised to do it. Whei

you on this question? God pity the disloyal

church member, especially bishops, preach'

and deacons, who should be examples to tne

(lock.

Brethren and sisters, let your prayers go up

in behalf of this principle, from now till next

Annual Meeting, that there be no compromise

with the world on this question. So soon as

we drift away from plainness and are no more

identified with Christ, in maintaining the prin-

ciples of non-conformity, we lose our power.

We lack just that much of being true repre-

sentatives of Christ and his Word, hence fail

to be true Christians. When we once con-

ceive the idea that God is not particular how

we represent him, it is strong evidence that we

are degenerating. A willful misrepresentation,

in our lives, of the Gospel of Christ, is sin, and

God hates iniquity. Be watchful lest you fall

—AMONG the good things of our recent Dis-

trict and Ministerial Meeting, hdd in the Des

Moines Valley church, we note the following:

—(I) A live missionary spirit seemed to per-

vade the meeting throughout.

—(2) The $200 raised in twenty-five minutes

for the purchase of a tent for evangelistic work

in the District, shows rcpid progress, compared

with the work of former meetings.

(3) The attendance was the best of any

previous meeting, and those present

tiled 11

—(4) Bro. D. L. Miller's earnest Bible Land

talks, and his graphic description of the sad

condition of people in heathen lands, togethei

with the active interest of those in and out o:

the District, who are friends to mission work

has done much, in the last two years, to bring

about the above conditions. The Lord help

all who are nol yet awakened!

—Oct. 21 Bro. H. R. Taylor, now a i

ber of the District Mission Board, came among

us and preached until the evening of Oct. 2<

Bro. Taylor gave us profitable talks in th

interest of the spread of the Gospel,

OUR MISSIONARIES.

THE heathen are afar off. We have little in

immon with them. We have never seen

them. Their ignorance, superstition, peril,

and needs appeal to our compassion and evoke

forts for their enlightenment and salvation,

nt those whom we have sent to them are our

vn countrymen and kindred. They are our

presentatives. Hence, we should often think

them and pray for them.

They have also their special trials and hard-

iips, as well as their peculiar duties and re-

sponsibilities. It becomes us, then, to know

about their pri

expert

personal identil'Kati

with them.

Another thought pe to their qualifica-

All Christians may have the necessary

devotion and piety for it, but many lack the ju-

dicious temperament, the aptness to teach, the

power to acquire the native language, the

physical endurance, and the tactful nature.

Again, the call fo* more missionaries is

growingly urgent. New fields are opening up,

while ill health and death are diminishing the

number of those who have been rendering

faithful service for years.

Moreover, we must not heed the false cry

that our missionaries are a failure. Their suc-

cess, considering the difficulties in the way, is

most noteworthy. Never were the returns for

missionary expenditure larger than now, and

never was the future more hopeful.

Besides, out of the ranks of our missionaries

largely come our modern heroes. Many are

showing the martyr spirit. Moral courage

finds among them its grandest examples, and

wins through them its most conspicuous vic-

tories.-^/.
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Every minister should preach faith, repentanc

and obedience to the whole Gospel, as well as lovt

mercy and grace. Faith and grace, obedience an
mercy must go together.

Bro. W. R. Miller preached for us each even-

ing last week, until Thursday evening. His meet-
ings were well attended, and his talks were listened

to with a good deal of interest He remained with

us until after our feast.

Mount Morris, III., Nov. 13, 1897.

CHRISTMAS BIBLE.

Many of our readers will likely want to

make use of our Premium Bible for a Christmas

present. We hear of those who think of sub-

scribing for papers enough to procure a Bible

for each of their children. Others are arranging

to get Bibles for their friends, as well as for

themselves. This means that we are going to

have a great rush for Bibles a few weeks

before Christmas. We suggest that all those

wishing to use the Book for a Christmas pres-

ent, send in their orders at once, and if they so

desire, we will hold the books here until a few

days before Christmas, and then ship them.

Those who do this will be certain to get their

Bibles in good time, and at the same time

greatly favor us. The money should accompa-

ny all orders, and those wishing the books

held here, as stated above, should give in-

structions to that effect. See our special Pre-

mium terms on page 735.

Fivi : reported at the Sidney mis-

NT series of meetings in the Osage church,

u'ted in five conversions.

Bro. Ja

ngaged it

Witmore, of McPherson, Kans., is

eries of meetings in the Flora church,

said that "the mother is the child's Bible,"

nportant it is that this Bible be a safe guide

Bro. Reuben Shroyer reports an excellent meet-
ing at Damascus, Ohio. Nine were received into

the church by confession and baptism.

One would hardly think so, and yet it is reported
as a fact, that there is, in Chicago, a Mormon
church, numbering about one huodred communi-

Every now and then we see in the papers an ac-

count of fatal results from baptism in cold weath-
er. So far, these stones have been found to be
greatly exaggerated. And now comes a report
from the Cincinnati Post, stating that at Topeka,
Kans., there is, in the Insane Asylum, a womin
whose insanity can be traced to her baptism in

cold water. Likely this report will prove as false

as the others.

Some of the churches are adopting (he prayer

meeting subjects published in the Messenger.
Any one is at liberty to send subje-ts outlined for

this department, and they will have a careful con-

sideration.

We can now fill orders for the Christian Sunday
School Lesion Commentary, by W, W. Dowling,
for 1898. The work is fully up to its former high
standard, and will prove quite helpful to advanced
teachers. Price, Si. 00.

Bro. P. B. Frrzwater, of Iowa, called on us
last week, and remained over the feast. While
here he gave us two discourses, one in the Chapel,
and the other at Salem. His talks were much ap-

preciated.

Many of our correspondents write us about reor-

ganizing their Sunday schools for the winter. Only
now and then we hear of schools being closed on
account of the approaching cold weather. Let ns
have our Sunday schools the year round.

Brethren I. B. Trout and P. R Keltner were
with us last week, visiting the College here, and
looking after the moral and religious progress of

the institution. The visiting elders are doing a

good work at this place.

The book, entitled, " Sermon Stories for Boys and
Girls," is just the thtDg for those who must preach
much to the little people. It is a neatly-printed

book of over two hundred pages, and contains

nearly fifty short sermons within the comprehen
sion of children. Price, Sf.oo. Order from this of-

fice.

Bro. S. R. Zug writes that Bro J. A. Long be-

gin a series of meetings in Elizabethtown, Pa.,

Oct. 9, and closed Oct. 31. There were fourteen

ssions. He also adds that Bro. Haas is holding

meetings at Bainbridge. Nov. 13 a meeting will

be commenced at Chiques, and Dec. 1, another at

Fairview.

mder date of Nov. 2, Bro. W. H. Fry, of Scalp

Level, Pa
,
writes: "We held a series of meetings

jr Scalp Level house, commencing O^t. 1 7, and
closing Oct. 31. Bro. Jasper Ba-nthouse did the

preaching. The meetings were well attended, and
the interest good. Eight precious souls were add-

ed to the fold."

Sister Alice Boone wiahes us to state that 'he

Brethren's mission in Brooklyn, N. Y., has been
changed from 168 Fifty- second Street, to 1381

Th ;rd Avenue. Any one desiring to visit the mis-

will get off the Fifth Avenue elevated train at

Fifty eighth Street, instead of Fifty-second Street.

When writing address, Alice J. Boone, 1381 Third

Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y.

On his way home from Pocahontas County, Iowa,

ro. D. M. Miller spent a few days with us, He
as with the Brethren in that county a number of

days, and reports interesting meetings and the very

best of attention paid to the Word preached. He
thinks of returning in the spring and giving the

Brethren there some more meetings. Bro. Miller

enjoys this kind of work,— he likes the isolated

points.

special from Battle Creek, Mich., Nov. 1, to

the Cleveland Press, says:

The Advent people of this city are greatly excited again.

They have received a special communication from Mrs.
White, the " prophetess," that the time for the application of

the parable of Lnke 14: 16-23 " s Eow due. and they are com-
landed to go out into the highways and hedges and give the

"last call to supper." Under this impulse, the principal

:t corners are occupied, and saloons invaded by gospel-

every night. In the immense Tabernac'e great crowds
:mble, each calling the Holy Ghost to come down with fire

from heaven.

It is all right to carry the Gospel into every part

of the land, at any time, and at a'l times, but it

is to us that these people by this time would
be getting enough of Mrs. Ellen White's visions.

She has been favored (?) with these visions for the

twenty five or more years, and so far as we
know, none of them have proved to be of any value.

It is reported that among the Babylonian tab-

lets one has been found, dated about the year 2,140
B. C, on which the story of the deluge is given.

This is about the time of Abraham, and if thft re-

port proves to be correct, the translation of the tab-

let will be received with more than ordinary inter-

est, as it would give us a record of the flood, even
older than the writings of Moses. We await fur-

ther news concerning this find with no small amount
of anxiety.

It is quite generally concluded that the famine
clouds in India are lifted, and that the people will

soon be able to provide for themselves. So far the
generous public has done nobly in giving for the

starving, millions of dollars having been raised for

that purpose. It has done good both spiritually

and temporally, for by this me^ns many people
have not only been kept from starving, but not a

few have been won over to Christianity.

It is time for ministers to cease talking about
"filling the appointments." We want something
more than merely filling the appointments. It is

the preaching of the Gospel that the world stands

so greatly in need of, and about this all ministers

ought to be chiefly concerned. Let us go to our
meeting places with a view of worshiping God and
leading people to Christ. We should think more
about the salvation of souls, and not so much about
the simple act of filling appoin'ments.

Writing from Burlington, W. Va , Bro. Peter Ar-
nold says: " Sunday, Oct. 24 Bro. B, W. Smith com-
menced a series of meetings at the Cedar Grove
schoolhouse, in the bounds of the Tear Coat con-

gregation. On Thursday the writer went to assist

htm. The meetings continued until Sunday, the
31st, at wht<-h time six dear souls made the good
confession and were buried with Christ in baptism.
The preaching was principally done by Bro Smith.

The house was filled to overflowing every night,

and the last Sunday the house would not hold half

the people It was said to be the largest crowd ev-

er known at that house. The six baptized were all

young men in the prime of life,"

Our love feast for this place was held in the

Chapel last Saturday evening. About four hun-
dred members were at the tables, and a number of

others could not be accommodated for the want
of room. Several visiting ministers were present

and aided in the services, Bro. J. C. Murray
officiating. Self examination services commenced
shortly after four, At the close of this part of the

exercises, we proceeded at once to carry out the or-

dinances, as they were delivered unto us by Jesus
and the apostles. By four elders serving during
the breaking of the bread, and by the use of four

cups, the large membership was served in a short

time, and this, without any undue attempt at haste.

The meeting closed a little after seven o'clock,

and we all felt that we had enjoyed a real spiritual

feast to the soul. The attendance at our Sunday
school, the next morning, was unusually large. At
the close of the children's meeting, Bro. Wm. Eisen-
bise delivered an interesting discourse to a crowd-
ed house. In the evening Bro. J. C. Murray
preached for us a very able discourse, He had
closed his meetings at Polo the Friday be-

fore, and stopped with us on his way home. We
enjoyed his visit very much, Our meetings were
largely attended by members from the adjoining

congregations, and we were glad to have them en-

joy the rich spiritual repast with us.
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Do you want copies of the doctrin

al issue of the Messenger to dis-

tribute among those seeking for more and better

light on the teachings of the New Testament? If

you do, send in your order at once, saying how
many copies ycu can make good use of. We want
this issue to be widely distributed, and it is to be

hoped that our people will make a wise use of

thetn. So send in your order without delay. A
Urge number of copies are to be printed for free

distribution.

The St. Louis Daily Rtpubliran undertakes to

give some account of the Brethren. Among other

curious things it says that their doctrine is that of

the German Baptists and Quakers; that they bap-

tize seven times, are descendants of the Pennsyl-

vania Quakers, and that the men generally wear the

Prince Albert black coats. There is about as much
error contained in this short notice as we have seen

in a long while. Surely that paper needs some in-

formation. The same journal also says that about

twenty-five brethren recently passed through the

city on their way to Kansas. We are glad for no-

tices but prefer fewer mistakes.

When Miss Helen Culves recently handed one

million dollars over to the University of Chicago,

for a special purpose, she is reported to have said,

" This is the happiest moment of my life." She

had reached that point when she could, in all sin-

cerity, feel that " it is more blessed to give than to

receive." We would that more of our people could

attain unto this condition in life, then they might

enjoy the pleasure of seeing their money do some

good. It is not always wise for one to wait until

he is dead, in order to give something for the cause

of Christ. Give while you live, and have the pleas-

ure of seeing some of the good it accomplishes.

SISTERS* AID SOCIETIES.

In a private letter a sister suggests that we say

something helpful and encouraging of the good

work of our sisters in their aid societies. We do

this most willingly and cheerfully, for we have tak-

en a deep and abiding interest in this line of Chris-

tian activity and church work, It is in harmony

with the teaching of Christ, and should receive the

help and sympathy of all who love the cause of

Christ.

Our Conference, in 1885, did not favor a sisters'

organization of a general or national character, but

this did not close the way for our sisters to carry

on the good work locally in their home churches,

nor prevent them from having their local aid so-

cieties. At Decatur, in 1S95, the Annual Meet-

ing placed a decision on record, favoring such

societies and providing that they be organized by,

and placed under the care of, the local churches.

The decision was timely and wise in its provisions,

and it has greatly encouraged and stimulated oui

sisters to take up the good work of helping the

poor, raising money for mission work, and for do-

ing good generally. We rejoice in the activity

of our sisters, who, Dorcas-like, are helping

clothe the naked, feed the hungry and spread the

Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Our sisters need, and should have, words of <

couragement in this good work which they have

unselfishly undertaken. In every church there

work of this kind to do, and there are willing

workers among our sisters if they but receive the

proper encouragement. This should not be with-

held from them, Where but even a few warm

hearted sisters feel like uniting in aiding the poor,

hindrances should be removed and they should re-

ceive kind helpful words, and all the assistance re-

quired to make their work a success.

Sisters, we bid you God-speed, and express our

deepest sympathy in the good you are doing.

Your work is not only helpful to those who receive

the welcome aid that comes from your united ef

forts, but there comes to you, who do the helping,

a richer and more abundant blessing from God.
The Master said, " It is more blessed to give than to

receive," and only those who give until they realize

the full truth and power of his words, can know the

blessedness of giving unselfishly, if it be but a cup

of cold water to a disciple in the name of a disci-

pie.

But the influence of the work of our sisters is

not circumscribed by local lines. The church at

large will receive the blessing if this good work be

carried forward in union and harmony. The
church should be foremost in all good works, and
as the sisters help the poor and aid the suffering,

so will their efforts and the influence of their work
brighten the name of the church and extend her

power for good. It is, after all, the practical Chris-

tian living that counts in this world, and it will

count in the day of judgment. Hear the words of

the Master: "For I was an hungrcd, and ye gave

me meat; I was thirsty and ye gave me drink; I

was a stranger, and ye took me in; naked, and ye
clothed me; I was sick and ye visited me; I was in

prison and ye came unto me. . . Come, ye blessed

of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for

you from the foundation of the world." d l, m,

THE BIBLE TO THE FRONT.

In outlining his work for the coming winter, Mr.

Moody has something to say that should prove

profitable reading for all of our ministers. We
quote the following:

'• I want to rouse the churches on the old lines.

By these I mean the great fundamental truths of

Christianity, from which, in many places, they

seem fo be departing with the result that the audi-

ences are depleted, and the power of the pulpit les-

sened. I hope to stay in Philadelphia long enough
to restate the old doctrines—repentance, the atone-

ment, regeneration, the law, love, faith, hope, assur-

ance, justification, grace, the resurrection, etc. I

have only one message for men of every class.

The Gospel is fitted for all people. So long as

men sin, there will be need of sermons on repent-

ance. All men need the new birth. The com-
mand, 'Ye must be born again,' is universal.

"The people like these doctrinal subjects. They
are sick and tired of speculative theology in the

pulpit. That is why our churches are half empty,

and why millions of people never enter a church

door. People arc hungering and thirsting for the

Gospel, and they get pulpit essays and political

discussions. They go away empty and disgusted,

and they stay away. The half- filled churches

speak for themselves, and many of those who stay

away, tell me that this is their reason for doing so.

I know that pastors say that their people demand

that the ministry should keep abreast of the times;

but, in my opinion, the ministers are abreast of the

times if they preach the old doctrines faithfully.

If the sixty thousand ministers in our country

should preach a rousing sermon, occasionally, on

the Fourth Commandment, I think the effect on

some of the stockholders of corporations would be

beneficial. A course of sermons every year, on the

Ten Commandments, would prevent many defalca-

tions. The ministers should do their duty to the

community, instead of discussing topics which are

treated far abler in the papers and magazines of the

day.
" For a few cents a man may buy a paper in

which he gets all the news, and also an estimate of

the great questions of the day, prepared by special-

ists. An editor knows a great deal more about the

situation in Europe to-day, than a preacher can pos-

sibly know. Imagine my preaching a sermon on

the gold of Alaskal What do I know about it?

But I know something about the pure gold of

which the Bible speaks, and I prefer to confine

myself to that kind. Or take the great questions

which th/eaten the peace of Europe. In order to

discuss them intelligently, one needs to be a diplo-

matist.. What business has the pulpit with such

problems? The man whom the crowd will follow
for the next twenty years, will be the man who
keeps the Bible to the front.

"It is a singular fact that few men, otherwise
well educated, are acquainted with the English Bi-

ble. I can secure a hundred men who can teach
Latin and Greek well, where I can find one that
can teach the Bible well. The coming man, in my
opinion, is the one who knows his English Bible
thoroughly, and keeps it at the front whether he is

in the pulpit or in the pew."

After reading this, we trust that preachers will

be impressed with the importance of keeping the

Bible to the front, and they do not want to shun
the doctrine. All of the doctrine of the New Tes-

tament wants to be kept before the people, and
presented in a clear and forcible manner. As Mr,
Moody says, people are hungering and thirsting for

the Gospel, and our people, in their preaching, cin

give more of that Gospel, than any other class of

ministers, and it is but right that they should do so.

We hope to hear from their rir-ging sermons in all

parts of the land. 1, h, m.

THE INFLUENCE OF THE SPIRIT.

The baptism with the Holy Ghost, in the plain-

est words that we can describe it, is the Holy Spir-

it filling the heart of the believer, taking entire

possession of him, and bringing him wholly under
his control. John told his disciples of the prom-
ised Messiah, who would baptize them with the

Holy Ghost and with fire. The first instance of

this baptism, with the Holy Ghost, was on the

memorable Day of Pentecost, when the disciples

were filled with the Spirit,—were brought com-
pletely under his influence, and were thereby en-

abled to address the people in many different

languages. They, however, received the Spirit in

a much larger measure than is possible at this

time. It was needful that they should, for it was
their work to not only plant the first churches in

the Bible Lands, but to commit to writing the

teachings of Jesus, and whatever else should go to

make up the New Testament, Nothing short of

an extraordinary influence of the Spirit could

properly direct them in such an important under-

taking, Being completely under the influence of

that power enabled the Spirit to use them, so far

as it was possible to employ human agency.

This baptism with the Holy Ghost still contin-

ues, for the promise is to the saints of all ages,

though not to the extent with which the apostles

and other inspired men were favored. We now

have the Written Word. That is our guide, but

it is the work of the Spirit to help us both to under-

stand and appropriate this Word. And in the pro-

portion that we are brought under the influence of

the Holy Ghost, just in that proportion can the

Spirit direct and use us. Any one whose heait is

filled with the Spirit will not do that which is

positively prohibited by the Written Word, for the

Word contains the mind of the Spirit.

Every penitent believer, who has been baptized

for the remission of sins, has the promise of the

Holy Ghost, who is to be both his comforter and

his guide. With the Word tbe Spirit directs the

Christian, as well as the church, and by his person-

al influence in the heart he comforts the soul. And

since this is true, it becomes the duty of every

saint to cultivate an acquaintance, as well as an

intimate relation, with the Spirit. The more this

is done, the more certain will we be of the person-

al influence of the Spirit over our lives. If he has

filled our hearts and brought us wholly under his

influence, so that it becomes our delight to con

form our lives to the teachings of the New Testa-

ment, then may we rest assured that we are in

possession of the Spirit, and that he is our helper

and our comforter in life. J- h. m.
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We do not understand that the angel wanted the

body. He simply wanted Satan to understand that

he did not know anything about it, that it did not

belong to him, and that he therefore need not con-

cern himself about it, for the Lord had buried it,

and had set the seal of eternal secrecy on the tomb.

Can a brother be ordained elder without the unanimous con-

sent of the church?—7. L. S.

A small minority cannot hinder the ordination

of a minister to the eldership unless they give some

clear Gospel reason in support of their objec-

tion. No reason short of a Gospel reason can be

entertained when considering a question of that

character. If, when the vote is being taken, Gos-

pel reasons are urged against the ordination, these

o v jections should be made known to the candi-

date for ordination, and if he cannot remove them

the ordinaMon cannot proceed. But a few votes

against the work, sustained by no justifiable rea-

sons, cannot, and should not, stop an ordination.

What about a Sunday school that votes to lay aside the

Brethren's Sunday School Song Book, and sends off for other

books?—S. S. IV.

A school that does this, it seems to us, is not

acting wisely, If our Sunday School Song Book

it not good enough, or is not adapted to the

best interest of our Sunday school work, bring up

a paper to the next Conference, calling for such

improvements as should be made, and let the mat-

ter there be discussed. Let us have the very best

music we can get, but in the meantime use our own

publications.

A woman wishes to be baptized, but her husband is not will-

ing for her to unite with the church on account of what a cer-

tain sister had said, unless she would make an acknowledg-

ment to him. Has the church a right to ask that sister to go

and make that acknowledgment and ask pardon for what she

had done, so that the other woman could be baptized and

unite with the church?—.4, C, N.

The better way is for the officia's, having the

matter in hand, to privately inform the sister of the

complaint and urge her to make satisfaction with

the party, if possible. The more quietly things of

this kind can be done, the better. Do not let them

come before the church only as a last resort.

Most sisters would be only too glad for an oppor-

tunity of removing such objections, if quietly in

formed of them.

in a duel stand up and shoot at each other, and

one kills the other, it is murder. Killing in

war is the same in principle, but on a larger scale.

The man who uses the sword must perish with it

unless he repents and receives the pardoning grace

of Gad. j. h. m.

Pie; ilel r "Re-

then let me know whether that is the practice of the Broth-

eihood, or is the general practice in harmony with Art 33,

1859, and Art. 2, i860?—J, V, Miller.

The rule is, to be governed by the last decision

made, hence the decision of 1870 is the one now in

force. Th«s, however, must be taken in connec-

tion with At. 9, 18/2, found on the same page as

the former. With us, the parsing of a decision on

any question, disannuls all former decisions to the

contrary, on that question, without any call for

reconsideration.

a bicycle?—A. W.

The wrong about the bicycle, the

thing else that

it, but the abuse of it

making a very impropt

on the other hand, the

the end of which

the propei

Too many, however, are

ise of the wheel. Then,

ire those who are making
It is one of these inventions,

we cannot see from the begin-

ild seek to direct its use, rather

than hinder it.

IE a man, in wa r take is and slays his fellow man,

—

is he a murderer <r not? Is it considered murder to kill a
man in war?—7 H. OunJcr.

It is not murder in the sight of civil law, but it

is in the sight of the Gospel. War is a sin, it is a

crime unbecoming a Christian people. If two men

—** HOME * AND * FAMILY*—-

U(«to a life of silence vowed.

The monrnful Trappist to and fro

Upon his daily round doth go.

And only this may say aloud,

As one who darkly pondereth,

—

" Remember death! Remember death!

"

Shut in by an encircling wall

Of somber thought from Gcd's clear sky,

Shall we the poor monk's dreary cry

Echo, and so forever call,

With downcast eyes and sobbing breath,

—

" Remember death! Remember death!
"

Life from the dead have we received,

And life forevermore is ours.

Shame on him who in darkness cowers,

Having upon the Lord believed!

joyful cry above earth's strife,

—

" Remember life! Remember lifel
"

—Minni* Leotta Uptoi

DIHQBNCE IN TEACH1NU OUR CHILDREN.

" Bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord."
—Eph. 6: 4.

This is a subject that ought to interest all par-

en's. When we look into the eyes of the little,

innocent children, do we ever think that the cares

of this life, and the care of the church shall rest

upon them? If homes are beautiful and pleasant,

and the inmates of the homes are happy, there will

be good results.

If the church is to prosper, much depends upon
the little ones that are now the blessings of our
homes. Are their lives to be a success? Will their

homes be a grand blessing to them, and can the
church grow and prosper, if they be not instructed

in the way they should go?

It is just as necessary, in our day, to teach the
children the ways of the Lord, as it was in the

time of the Jews. How were they to do? They
were to teach their children diligently the ways of

the Lord, They were to talk of them continually.

"When thou sittest in thine house, and when thou
walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and
when thou risest up." Deut. 6: 7.

When we read the Old Testament Scriptures, we
see that there must have been a large majority that

did not obey this command, for if they had taught
their children the ways of God diligently, there
would not have been so much idolatry among them.

Some may say, "Why need we be so particular

about teaching our children when they are young?
Wait until they are grown, then they will under-
stand better." That will not do. Although the
little child does not understand clearly, yet, when
you tell it the sweet stories about Jesus, many
good impressions are made on the mind that never

11 be forgotten. The young mind is not cum-
es of this life, and can remember
11 think of these things when they
in years, and if they have lived

Christian lives, they will thank the Lord for such a
good mother.

Oh, mothers, just a few moments spent each day
teaching your children the Blessed Word of

God, will be worth much to you. It wi'l be much
comfort to you to see that your children become
interested in the salvation of their souls.

It is remarkable how much a little child is inter-

ested when Bible stories are told to it. If children
nstructed in the Scriptures from their

youth, they are almost sure to unite with the
church in their young days. I believe that a child,

that has been taught the Book of God from its

ed with the (

Children

: grown olde

Nov. 13, 1897.

youth, is in a good condition to live a good life in

the church, and better prepared to receive the Ho-
ly Ghost. They are not so liable to go back
into sin again. Why? It is because the good
training they get at home, always kept them from
partaking of the many evils that surrounded them
Thus, if they are well trained, they are more apt to

be good workers in the vineyard.

The child that is brought up in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord is a little like the good
soil in the parable of the sower. Matt. 13: 8

'

seed sown in the young hearts falls into good
ground. There are no stony places nor thorns.

Brethren, I fear by our being too negligent in

structing the children in the Scriptures, many soon
grow cold, and go back into sin again. We al'ow
too many stony places and thorns to grow in the

heart, If we try to keep all these evils out of the
heart, and teach the children the Word, their

hearts will be like good ground. They will be
more apt to make powerful workers for the Lord,
because the Holy Ghost finds the ground well cul-

tivated. Thus he can impress the heart easily and
make good use of it.

I believe that there are persons who would be

powerful workers in the work of the Lord, but who
have been neglected, and gone so far away from
their Heavenly Father, that it is almost impossible
to even get them into the church,

We have hea'd of some fathers' who have sons
living a riotous and careless life, and, on being
a»ked why they did not even tiry to get them to

live better, they would say, "Just let them sow
their wild oats, and after they settle down, then
they will do better." Fathers, do not say that.
" Wild oats " is hard to get rid of, after it once gets

a start. Better commence to train your children in

time, and there will be no danger of them sowing
wild oats.

Children that sow wild oats often cause much
trouble. They are out late at night, robbing them-

of their rest, which they so much need, es-

pecially while growing. They do not realize how
:h they need their night's rest, until their health

given away and they begin to wish they could
live that part of their life over again.

Many sleepless nights are passed by mother,
ieping for her boys and wondering what will be

their end. Once these boys were little, innocent
children, with bright faces. They were a joy to

their mother. No doubt mother loved them dear-

ly, but did she teach them the blessed Word of Je-

sus? Did she teach them to pray, and did she do

all that was in her power to raise them in the nur-

ture and admonition of the Lord?
Fathers and mothers, and all of us, let us be more

zealous in the work of the Lord! When we think

of the little children, how innocent they look, and
how tender their little hearts are, right then is the

time to commence to plant the truth of the Gospel.
That is the time to do all in your power, to teach

them good habits, and teach them to be virtuous.

All these things create a deeper affection, and the

family is bound together with love.

Consecrated parents have family altars, and at

night they always bow down and thank the Lord
for his protecting care over them. You find them
visiting the sick, clothing the naked, feeding the

hungry, and devoting much of their time to the

work of the Lord, O that there were many such

people! There would not be so much strife in

neighborhoods, nor in the church, nor would the

church have to battle against pride so much, be-

cause children would be taught to be a plain

people. Children would not be dressed like the

world.

If we raise our children in the nurture and ad-

monition of the Lord, there will be more mission-

ary workers, and there will be more missionaries at

home and abroad. How sad we are made to feel

when we go to church and to Sunday school, and
see whole families loitering about their homes, and
staying away from the services of the Lord! If you
ask some of them why they do not come to church,

they will say, "Oh it's so warm to-day; I don't be

Heve I'll go," This is a bad example to give your



children. It is the duty of parents to go to the
services of the Lord, and take their children with
them. Spend your spare moments in something
that is good and useful, and teach your children to
do the same. Supply them with good literature,—
such as will help you in your efforts to train them
in the right way. Keep all impure literature from
their libraries. I would that all parents could be
more careful about these things, and there would
not be so many boys and girls growing up careless,
unconcerned, and heedless about their ways.
There is so much impure literature in the world

co-day, that ought not to be read by any one. This
literature is published by men who are highly edu-
cated. What a pity that men will use their edu-
cation in such a degrading wayl Men of education
ought to do all in their power to put into the
hands of the people literature that will elevate
their minds and better their condition.
Impure literature should, by all means, be kept

from our children, and we should keep them well
supplied with good literature.

Stockfct, Ind.

j-^CORRESPONDENCE^-~- •

Ministerial Meeting ot Western District of Pennsylvania

I hereby give a synopsis of the Sixth Ministerial
Meeting for the Western District of Pennsyh
held in the Middle Creek congregation, Somerse;
Co., Pa,, Oct. 6 and 7.

Twenty-nine ministers were enrolled at the open-
ing session. After devotional exercises an election
was held for officers of the meeting, and resulted as
follows: Moderator, D. H. Walker, Assistant, G.
W. Lowry; Clerk, J F. Dietz; Assistant, H. A.
Stahl. J. F. Dietz being assigned to the blackboard,
the writer acted as clerk of the meeting.
After the address of welcome, by Eld. Josiah

Berkley, and a response by Eld. W. G. Schrock, the
topics were taken up.

1. "Object of Ministerial Meetings."
They are intended (l)to benefit the minister in

his calling; (2) to enlarge the capacity of useful-
ness; (3) to unify the ministry in their official ca-
pacity; (4) to cultivate a fraternal feeling and qual-
ify them for better work.

2. " Helps to the Ministry, and How to Use
Them."

(1) No calling so high as the ministry, at it is

from God, (2) Few are naturally qualified for the
calling. (3) Efficiency must be attained by careful
study and prayer. (4) Education for the ministry
demands study. Use such books as Concordance,
Bible Dictionary, Church History, suitable Com-
mentaries, and such other works as give a general
knowledge.

3. "When and How Should Ministers Receive
the Aid of the Spirit in their Preaching? "

(1) By obedience to the Word, strengthened by
prayer and meditation. (2) Getting rid of self and
depending on Him who upbraideth not. (3) When
Obtained.—When they receive their calling from
God through the church. (4) By the Holy Ghost
o vershadowing them.

4. " How May we Better Fulfill the ' Go Teach
of the Scriptures? "

(1) Follow the Word, which implies the power tc

send. (2) The church is that power. (3) Conse
Tited men,— means,—to desire to go.

5. " Best and Most Valid Reasons Why Ministers
Should Discuss and Agree Upon a Decision on Im-
portant Questions, before presenting them to a

Council for a Vote."

(1) It systematizes business. (2) Gains time by
'ejecting matter not ready for council. (3) It uni-
"et (he ministers.

6. "As Doctrinal Sermons Sometimes Give Of-
fense, When and How Should they be Preached? "

( 1 ) References. I Tim. 4: 16; 2 Tim. 4:2. (2) It is

the Spirit that prompts us. 1 Cor. 14: 26.
( 3 ) How

to be Done.— In spirit of candor and fairness, and
on its own merits. (4) If preaching Christ was to
the Jews a stumbling-block, and to the Greeks fool-
ishness, offense can hardly be avoided.

7. "Relation of the Minister to the Sunday
School."

(1) He is a shepherd and cares for the lambs.
(2) His influence is strengthened by his co-opera-
tion wi h the Sunday school. (3) He stands in the
same relation to the Sunday school as the parent
does to his family.

8. "Songs and Prayers as Great Powers in the
Church and most Effectual Ways of Improving in

(1) We are taught to sing with the spirit and the
understanding. (2) Good books and good instruc-
tors, and mote of them. (3) Prayer is the food of
the soul. (4) It should be daily, 1 Thess. 5: 17.

(5) We should hold prayer meetings.
A number of queries were presented and dis-

cussed. Vocal music received due attention.
A large crowd assembled each day, and the inter-

it was good all through the meeting.

H. A. Stahl, Writing Clerk.

Report of Sunday School Meeting.

The Brethren of the State of Nebraska held
their fifth Sunday school meeting in Juniata, Nebr.,
Oct. 5, 1897.

The earnestness manifested in the discussion of
the different topics showed that we are not losing
interest in the Sunday school work.

1. "Sunday School Meetings, — What They
Should Be—How to Make Them So."
A few of the leading thoughts presented on this

topic were: The meeting should be the place where
all Sunday school workers should receive inspiration
and encouragement, as well as to better fit and
qualify them for the work. They also ought to be
of such a nature, that each one could receive per-
sonal help from the other. They could be made

by each one performiog well his part of th
work.

2. "The Sunday School Board.—Its Work —
ow it May Aid Local Sunday Schools."

Some of the thoughts presented on the "Work
of the Board," were, that it was to better the con-
dition of our Sunday schools which are already es-

tablished, and to aid in organizing and starting new
schools. It should come in contact with the Sun-
day school work, so as to find out its needs. As to

the Board might aid local Sunday schools, it

stated that it should be in advance of the or-

dinary Sunday school worker in the latest and most
approved methods of Sunday school work, and be
able to correct errors in the work. Every member
of the Board should be full of zeal for the advance-
ment of the knowledge of Christ. Another way
the Board could help the work along, would be to
send out reports of the different schools and thus
secure more and better work from all the schools.

3. "Sunday School officers, Teachers, Church
Officers. — Their Relative Duties.— How to Co-
operate."

One speaker dwelt largely upon the duty of e

ers in regard to the Sunday school work, saying,

his remarks, that an elder who was opposed to Si

day school work was not fit for his position, to p
side over and feed his flock, and that he must be
in sympathy with the work. Another thought was,
that the superintendent should be to the school,

what the preacher is to his congregation. Another
speaker re'erred to the co-operation of all, by cit-

ing bis hearers to the Scriptures: ' Provoke one
another to love and good works." It was also re-

maiked that the home, the Sunday school and the
church, should all work together for the self-same

day school could be conducive to worldliness, when
the design and object of the school is to teach
us about heavenly things. One speaker remarked
that he thought th- re might be an influence for
evil, if we had a worldly superintendent or a world-
ly teacher, thus making it conditional.

5. "Something Interesting." A few very sug-
gestive ideas were presented on this topic, in re-
gard to the study of the Bible being tie most in
teresting thing they could think of in Sunday
school work, and if you could find the key to un-
lock the Bible, you would find something interest-
ing. The Sunday school is to reveal and unlock
the Bible. The last speaker directed his line of
thought mainly in giving a report of the condi-
tion of our Sunday schools in the State, giving
some figures that should certainly be very inter-
esting to every Sunday school worker in the Breth-
ren church in this State. The meeting closed by a
number of questions on Sunday school work.

zj ,, *t , J' S. Dell, S<c.
Hamilton, Nebr.

Meeting of Mission Board of District of Nebraska

We met at the home of Bro.
Pickrell, Oct. 20. Considerable

I

fore the Board fcr consideration,

ordinary impoitance. We a

H. Price, near
siness came be-

d some of more
glad to say the

; senti-
:mDers of the Board were unanimous
:nt, to move forward all along the line.

A minister is to be located in or near Rushville
the northwestern part of the District, as soon as
iroper one can be found.

The cause in the City of Lincoln has our unani-
3us support, and we are looking for a city worker

to care for the work at that place.

Perhaps the most important work brought before
us was the contemplated mission in the City of
Kearney. It is estimated that there are one thou-
sand children in that city, that attend neither
church nor Sunday school, nor is there a mission in
the city of any kind. This matter we consider ur-
gent, and, realizing that we have the prayers and
support of many earnest workers, we give it our im-
mediate attention. We hope soon to report the
good work started.

A number of calls for preaching in the western
and northwestern part of the State were considered.
Our State evangelist was ordered to enter the field
as soon as he can. Jbsse Y. Heckler.
E'mwood, Nebr., Oet. s6.

4. "Worldliness.— Is the Sunday School Condu-
ve to—If so, How Avoided ?

"

Some of the principal thoughts given on this

subject were, that they could not see how the Sun-

From White Rock, Kans.

At the regular council of this church, prior to
ir last District Meeting, it was decided to build a
luse of worship, as soon as sufficient funds could
: obtained. At the same council the few mem-
:rs here were greatly encouraged by the locat-

ing among us of Brother and Sister Jarboe, of Red
id, Nebr. These are two zealous workers,

whose united labors seem to be highly appreciated.
We continued making preparations for our church-

e. The Lord blessed us with bountiful crops,
this, with the generous assistance of kind

friends and neighbors, and a donation of S100 from
our General Mission Board, brightened our hopes,
and, with the help of the members here, enabled us
to assemble in a new and commodious churchhouse,
Oct. 23, for a love feast. The ministers of adjoin-
ing churches were well represented, which con-
tribu'ed much to the enjoyment of the occasion.
Eld. Lerew, of Poitis, Kans., officiated. The two
days' services were enjoyed by a large, interested
and orderly congregation. One dear sister was
willing to cast her lot with the people of God.

Myrtie L. Myers
IVeb'er, Kans , Oct. 26.

There seen world of beauty that bends
>ver us all the day, but we do not see it until the
un goes down; and 10 there is an unseen world of

ipiritual existence all around us which we cannot
see until the sun of life sets,
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INDIANA.

Beaver Dam Ohurch.—To-day we were made to

rejoice to see an aged man and his wife apply for

church fellowship. They were baptized in one of

our beautiful lakes. Especially glad were the chil-

dren of those parents. Brethren Samuel Leek:

and Gabriel Ulery were with us upon this occa:

Bro Leckrone gave us a practical sermon on

version.—./VrnZ. Kline, Sevastrpjl, Ind , Oct. jr.

Eewanna Ohurch.—We are glad to report a g

ious Communi
ficiated and Bi

the ordinances

us a practical

One dear soul was received into the church by
baptism. The Kewanna church is in good working

order,—5. A. Blessing, Kewanna, Ind , Oct. 28.

Yellow Creek.—We had another enjoyable feast

Oct. 15. Over 300 members communed. We add-

ed two more tables this year, yet we could not seat

all the members. We were blessed with the labors

and presence of Bro. S. F. Sanger, of Virginia, who
officiated, We rejoiced to have many young mem-
bers with us. Bro. Daniel Snell is to hold another

series of meetings for us this coming winter.

—

Hi-

ram Roose, Wakarusa, Ind., Oct. 26.

Locust Grove.- Bro. Daniel Snell, of Sidney,

Ind., came to us Oct. 15 and labored with us until

Oct. 31, preaching, in all, twenty-seven soul cheer-

ing sermons, besides holding one social meeting
with an aged sister, who could not attend the meet-

ings. Three were made willing to accept Christ,

and buried with him in baptism. Others are near

the kingdom. Our love feast will be held Nov. 13.

— Charles W. Miller, New Lebanon, Ind., Nov. I.

Little St. Joe Ohurch.—The love feast on th-=

evening of Oct. 12 was the largest in attendance for

many years. There was not room at the tables for

all of the members. Ministers from a distance

were Perry McKimmey, Chris Krabill, Daniel Koch,
George Sellers, Jerry Gump and David Hoover.
Bro. Perry McKimmey officiated. One was re-

ceived by letter and one by baptism.—Jo/11 H. Top-

per, Newville, Ind., Nov. 1.

Solomon's Greek.—The love feast of the Solo-

mon's Creek congregation occurred early in Octo-
ber. The assembly was not so large as usual. We
were well supplied with visiting ministers. Bro.

John R. Miller, of Nappanee, Ind,, officiated. Bro.
Hiram Forney closed the tent meeting late in Sep-
tember, with one accession. Two have come into

the church by baptism since our last report.—L. A.

Ntff, Syracuse, Ind., Nov. I.

Hagerstown.— I began meetings here in the Net-
tle Creek church, in the Locust Grove house, Oct.

15, and closed last night, with a full house and
good interest. Three came out and were baptized.

The meetings were well attended both day and
night and closed with many seemingly near the
kingdom.

—

Daniel Sn'l', Sidney, Ind., Nov, 1.

Elkhart.—We are now in our new home in Elk-
hart, and at present in the midst of a series of meet-
ings. We like our new home, so far, very well, and
find plenty to do. Elkhart is the largest town in

Elkhart County, a citv of much business. Here is a
city that needs much mission work. Many souls
should be looked after.—/. H. Miller, Nov. I.

Washington Church.—We met in Communion
services Oct. 15, at 5 P. M, with a good attend-
ance. Bro. Daniel Rothenberger led the meeting,
assisted by brethren W. R. Deeter, and others.
The following morning the church held a choice
for two ministers and two deacons. The lot fell on
Bro. Herbert Marks (formerly a minister of the
Christian or New Light church) and Bro. Cay-
ton Whitehead for ministers. For deacons the lot

fell on Bro. Thomas Plew and Argus Whitehead.
All were duly installed into their respective offices.

Our church, at present, is under the care of Bro. W.
R. Deeter.—H. H. Brallier, Princeton, Ind, Oct. 30.

North Fork Church.—We held our love feast

Saturday, Oct. 23. Not for many years was there

such a large attendance of brethren and sisters in

this church. Not near all could find room at the

tables. The house was filled to its utmost ca-

pacity, and many people could not find room
inside. We had an able corps of ministers. Bro.

M. L. Hahn officiated. Bro. Joseph Snowberger,
of Pennsylvania, preached at the Brick church on
Sunday and Monday evenings. One was restored.

—John Deal, Pyrmont, Ind., Oct. 27.

OHIO.

Price's Creek Church.—Our love feast was held
at the Price's Creek house, Oct. 7 and 8 The at-

tendance was large and the feast a pleasant one. A
number of visiting ministers were present. Eld.

David Krider, of Indiana, officiated. The interest

was good. Oct. 28 we had a pleasant council.—
George H. Petry, West Smora, Preble Coutly, Ohio,

Nov. 1.

Canton Church.—The third quarterly council was
held at the Center meetinghouse Oct. 23. We also

held a children's meeting at the close of the school,

0;t. 24, at 10 A. M. There was also a meeting at

2 P. M. for the Sunday school scholars. The mis-

sionary cause was also encouraged, both at home
and in foreign lands, especially in far-off India. A
collection was taken for the India sufferers at the
close of the meeting.

—

Geo. S Grim, Louisville, Ohio.

Dayton. — The members of the West Dayton
church met in council Oct. 28, at 7 P. M. Elders
Wm. Klepinger and L. A. Bookwalter were present.

One was received by letter. Our series of meet-
ings will begin soon. We expect to organize a

mid week Bible class. Many subjects were dis-

cussed of interest to the church. Bro. F. Cotter-

man requested the church to release him as its

elder. His request was granted and Bro. L. A.
Bookwalter selected to the oversight of the church.
—Elmer Wombold, Nov. I.

Ludlow Church.—We had quite a large attend-

ance at our Communion meeting, Oct. 12, About
400 members communed. Bro. David Kreider, of

South Whitley, Ind., conducted the evening serv-

es,—Levi Minnich, Nov. 1.

Lower Twin Church. -Sept. 11 Bro. D. S. Fil

um began a series of meetings at the Twin Val-

ley house, and continued until Sept. 30. Six pre-

ous souls came out on the Lord's side and were
ceived into the church by baptism. Our Sunday
hool closed Sept. 26. Bro. Filbrum gave us a

good talk. The school at this place was better at-

tended and more interest was manifested this sum-
than ever before. The school desired to di
ething for mission work. A collection resulted

iising 810 65 for the India Mission. Our love
feast, Sept. 30, was a pleasant one. We appreciated
the presence and help of visiting brethren from oth-

hurches. We expect Bro. D. L. Miller to begin
ries of meetings at the Toms Run house, Nov.

27.—Aaron Brubaker, Gratis, Ohio, Oct. 27.

Mercer Church.—The brethren of the southwest-
ern end of the church district, about thirty miles
from the old church, have bought an old meeting-
house in the town of Macedon and shaped it up for

meetings and love feast services. Oct. 8 we had
the first love feast held in the churchhouse. Meet-

commenced at 10 A. M. Bro. Samuel Neher
preached the dedicatory sermon. After dinner we
held an election for a minister and a deacon. Bro.

J. C. Gowbeau was elected to the ministry and Bro.

George Ross to the deacon's office. In the evening
had our feast. We had ample help in the min-

istry. Bro. Samuel Neher officiated—John Sheila-

berger, Rockford, Ohio, Oct. 25.

KANSAS.

Burr Oak.—Our Communion was held Oct. 16.

was a pleasant meeting, and was very much en-

joyed by those who attended. Several elders from
adjoining churches were present, and their talks to

the children on Sunday morning, were interesting to
both old and young. One dear sister was added to
the church by baptism.—Emma J, Modlin, Oct. ig.

Kansas Center Church.—We held our Commun-
ion meet-ng Oct. 23. We had a very enjoyable
meeting—a spiritual feast. The attendance from
the neighboring churrhes was not as large as usual,

but we feel grateful that a goodly number of breth-

ren and sisters were permitted to be with us. Bro.
C. E Arnold, of McPherson officiated. On Sunday
morning, at 9: 30, we had our regular Sunday school
lesson, followed by good talks to the children by
some of the brethren and sisters At eleven o'clock

we had preaching by Bro. Arnold, which was soul-

cheering, as well as very instructive. Eld. M. E.

Brubaker and wife are visiting and traveling, hop-
ing to gain better health. They expect to spend
most of their time in Arkansas, for six months, at

least

—

Sadie Dresher, Lyons, Kans , Oct, 28.

Maple Grove.—We met in council Oct. 15. One
brother was reclaimed and twelve letters granted.

It was decided to continue our Sunday school dur-

ing the present quarter, and we trust it will continue

to prosper. We decided to hold a series of meetings
this fall Oct. 23 six of our members went with
Bro I. H. Crist, to Baldwin, to attend a little love

feast, for the especial benefit of Sister Weldon,
nearly ninety years old, who has been in the church
only two years. There were fourteen members
present. Wc had one of the best meetings. Last

week elders E. Eby and M. E. Brubaker preached
two sermons each, at our church,—Ida S. Younce,

Gardner, Kans., Oct, 2J.

Walnut Valley Church.—We met in council Oct.

6. Our love feast occurred Oct. 9 and 10. Owing
to the cold, heavy rains but few were present. Still

we felt that God was with us. In my last I should
have said that our series of meetings will be held

by J J. Yoder instead of the one named —Mollie
Martin, Heizer, Kans., Oct. 2Q

Meriden.—The Mission Board of Northeastern
Kansas met in regular session Oct. 16, at the home
of Bro. Hertzler, of the Pleasant Grove church.

There was a full attendance of the Board. There
were several calls for help. Truly the harvest is

great and the laborers are fewl The Board decided
to try to secure some extra help, for a while at

least. About two-thirds of the churches of our

District have responded to our call for funds for the

mission work, some very lightly, however. We are

still in need of funds. We trust the solicitors will

go to work at once and see that we do not have to

stop work for lack of means. We ask the prayers

of the church that much good may be done.—/. W.
Mosier, Sect., Oct. 28

Fredonia.—Our series of meetings, conducted by
Bro. Wm. B Sell, closed Oct. 24 They were well

attended. One precious soul was baptized. Our
love feast was held on the evening of Oct. 16. It

was a glorious feast. About 140 members com-
muned. Ministering brethren present were C. Fog-
le, David Betts, Downing, Elrod, Mishler, A. A.
Stauffer, C. S. Garber, J. Holler and E Lentz. On
Sunday morning, at our social meeting, an aged sis-

ter was anointed. Brethren Wm. B. Sell and Steph-

en Thompson presided. At 11 P. M. was our regu-

lar time for preaching. In the afternoon we had
Sunday school and children's meeting. Oct. 12 we
held our council. All were in peace and union.—
Flora B. Darit, Oct. 28.

PENNSYLVANIA.

Germantown.—We have been especially favored,

lately, in the way of a few very acceptable and help-

ful visits. Oct. 6, in the evening, Eld. S. N. Mc-
Cann preached. Last Sunday, Oct. 24, two more
of the missionaries were with us,—Eld. D. L. For-

ney and wife. Eld. D. L. Miller and wife, who had
come east to see the missionaries sail, were also

with us. Bro. Miller preached in the morning and

Bro, Forney in the evening. These occasions of

Christian fellowship were much enjoyed and shall

ever remain a pleasant memory. The Germantown
church sent hearty Christian greetings to the infant

church in India. May we so live and so work that

the Lord can recognize us and our work, as his

own!

—

G. N. Falkenstein, 6611 Germantown Ave,, OC.

3».
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Milford Station—Brother and sister James Atch-
ison brought three of their children to my home,
statins they were tired of sin and desired me to
baptize them, which, after the usual questions, was
done in ' Coxes Creek."—N. B. Christner, Nov. r.

Back Creek.-0»r love feast, Oct. 12 and 13. w»
an enjoyable one. Ministers present were Elders
Isaac Barto, Jacob Hollinger, Hiram Gibble, David
Zook and Jacob Keller. Bro. Hollinger officiated.

The services were spiritual and impressive. We
will hold a Bible term the last two weeks in De-
cember, to be conducted by Bro. J. Kur"z Miller at

the Upton meetinghouse. All who are interested

in Bible study are invited to be with us.—John Lea-
ner, Upton, Pa., Nov. 1.

Lewistown.—We held our first Communion meet-
ing in our new church Oct. 7. Our membership
was well represented and there were a few from ad-

joining congregations. Brethren J. L. Beaver, A.
Myers and W, J. Swigart were with us and held
forth the Word in its purity and simplicity. Our
church was full and the attention very good. Bro.

W. J. Swigart officiated. We also had preaching
next day. Brethren J. B. Shellenberger and H. A.

Spanogle were advanced to the second degree of

the ministry and were duly installed by W. J, Swi-

gart.— Sarah Spanogle, Nov. 1.

VIRCJ1NIA.

Brock's Gap Church.—At our love feast, Oct. 9,

a goodly number of brethren, sisters and friends

from adjoining churches were present. Ministerial

aid from abroad were Eld. J. P. Z'gler and Bro. C
Fitzwater. Bro. Zigler officiated. On Sunday
morning at 9 A. M., Bro J. C. Turner was duly in-

stalled into the office of deacon. At 10 A M. Bro.

Fitzwater delivered an excellent sermon to a large

and attentive audience. Oct. 31 Bro. John F. Driv-

er expects to engage in a series of meetings at

the Damascus church, this congregation.

—

Sallit R
Turner, Hoover, Va., Oct. 2Q.

Troutville.—We enjoyed the love feast at the

Valley church, Oct. 20. The preaching was excel-

lent. Bro. J. W. Eller officiated. Eld. C D. Hyl-
ton, of Florida, was present, and did most of the

preaching. He preached two able sermons at our
Troutville house. From here he went to the Roa-

noke City church, and to day to Tennessee. Our
dear brother, T. C. Denton, is in West Virginia,

preaching, and Bro. J. A, Dove, our evangelist, is

away also.—5 L. Shaver, Oct. 25.

Bethlehem Church.—A pleasant love feast

held in this church Oct. 27. It was the most quiet

Communion ever held at Bethlehem. Bro. D. R.

Brubaker officiated. Just before examination serv-

ices two dear ones were received by baptism, mak-
ing nine baptized in this congregation since the first

of September.

—

Isaac Bowmen, Taccir, Va, Oct 28.

Mount Vernon Church.—Bro. Peter Garber came
to us Oct. 23, and began a series of meetings at this

place on the evening of the same day. He has de-

livered three soul-stirring sermons already. We all

look forward to a good meeting, but, on account of

the inclemency of the weather, the attendance has

not been as good as would have been otherwise.

The meetings are expected to continue until Nov.

6, followed by a love feast,—-/. A. Brown, Stuarts

Draft, Va., Oct. 25.
ILLINOIS.

Lanark Church.— It was our happy privilege to

receive another one into the fold by baptism, to-

day. He is an aged neighbor, nearly eighty years

old. What a blessing that the kingdom is open for

old, young and all classes in life, if they will accept

the Gospel call. Our series of meetings is to begin

Nov. 21, The preaching, which is to be doctrinal,

is to be done by home talent.

—

I. Bennett Trout,

Nov, 1.

Oakley.—This evening closed a very interesting

and profitable series of meetings, held by Eld. Hen-
ry Frantz. He preached seventeen sermons, in-

cluding one funeral sermon. One was baptized.

The members were refreshed.

—

D. J. B'.ickenstaff,

Oct. 2J.

La Motte Church.—Oar love feast was held Oct.
16. About eighty-five members surrounded the ta-

bles. Brethren S. W. Garber, Jacob Frederick,
John Mitchel and Clabe Forney were ministers
present from adjoining congregations. One was
baptized. This was indeed a refreshing season!—
Gertie Slonrr, Hutsonville, III., Oct. 29.

MISSOURI.

Greenwood Church.— Our love feast occurred
Oct. 14. We had a good meeting. Nearly one
hundred members communed. A number of mem-
bers were present from Douglas and Newton Coun-
ties. Among them were several young members.
Their help in the singing added to the interest of
our meeting. Visiting ministers present were Eld.
I. G. Harris and B. B. Hylton. Bro. Harris offici

ated. Our meetings continued till over Sunday,
the 17th.—/./. Troxel, Mt. Grove, Mo

, 0:t 24.

Fairview. — At our late love feast about 130
members communed. Many were young members
that had never communed before. Several mem-
bers from Texas County were with us. Visiting
ministers were brethren J. J Troxel, S. M Steph-
ens and Wm. Harris. Bro. Troxel officiated. We
had a crowded house. After services a few of the
members went to Bro. Wm. Tyson's house and had
a little feast with the aged brother and sister. Sun-
day morning we had our regular services.—Nannie
Harman, Denl'W, Mo., Nov. I.

Lost Creek Church.—We held our Communion
Oct. 29. Only nineteen members communed. Bro.

Christian Holderman did the preaching.— He iry

Hubbord, Racine, Mo., Oct. 30.

OKLAHOMA TERRITORY.

Mt. Hope.—This church has just received three

members by baptism. We have six appointments
in this congregation, but only three ministers are

left to do the preaching, since one will move to an-

other field of labor. Our love feast will be Nov. 13,

at 2 P. M.—B. L. Brubaker, Oct. 26.

Maumee Church.—Bro. Perry McKimmey began
a series of meetings Oct. 4, and continued until

Oct. 14. Six souls confessed Christ and were bap-
tized during the meetings. Oct. 9 we had our Com.
munion. The attendance was exceedingly large.

Oct. 16 Bro. John Stafford stopped with us and gave
us an interesting discourse. Oct. 17 we reorganized

our Sunday school for the winter season.— W. I.

Kintner, Sherwood, Ohio, Oct. 27.

WEST VIRGINIA.

Eglon.—Oct 9 Bro. Emra Fike went to the Free-

land church, W. Va
,
to begin a series of meetings.

Next day, at 3 P. M , Bro. Aaron Fike commenced
preaching at the Accident schoolhouse, and con-

tinued each night during the week, closing on the

night of Oct. 17—Rachel Weimerjudy, Oct 25.

Spruce Run Church. -On the evenine nf Oct. 16

we held our love feast Bro. T. C. Denton was our

minister. He gave us some cheering sermons. On
Sunday one precious soul united with the church.

Others are near the kingdom.—Lena B. Fleshman,

L'ndside, Monroe County, W. Va., Oct. 2Q.

IDAHO.

Southwick.—Our love feast was held Oct. 23

We had quite an attentive congregation. Bro.

Enoch Faw officiated. We held special council at

1 P. M. All business passed off pleasantly. Bro.

Day, a deacon, and his wife, from Oregon, were re-

ceived by letter. It was decided to get the Mes-
senger into all the families in this congregation.

For those who are not able to pay for the paper, it

was decided to make a donation. This is a good
country. Brethren, desiring to change locations

will be welcomed among us.—Nettie E. Flory, South-

wick, Idaho, Oct 26.

OREOON.

Mohawk Valley Church—The members of this

church met in council Oct. 23. We are expecting

Eld. J. Gwin to commence a series of meetings at

this place in the near future. Our Sunday school

progressing with good interest.

—

Kate K. Drury,

Mabel, Ore., Oct. 2Q.

KENTUCKY.

Campbellsville.—This church held a series of
meetings, commencing Sept. 1 and closing on the
night of the 12th. We had a Communion service
on the night of the nth. Eld. Jonas Horning did
the preaching. He did his work faithfully. Sept.
10 we had our council. All business passed off

pleasantly. A choice for minister and two deacons
was held. The choice fell on Bro. D. E. Cripe for

minister and Bro. Fairburn and E. Coppock for

deacons. Our prayer is that these dear brethren
will prove faithful in their calling.—A 5. Culp,

Nov. 1, [This report was unintentionally delayed
in the office.—Ed.]

WISCONSIN.

Maple Grove Church.—Our council was held
Oct. 23. Bro. John Patten, of Ash Ridge, Wis., has
located with us, and we feel very much encouraged.
He preached at the church yesterday, in an ac-
ceptable manner — T. D. VanBuren, Eds-n, Wis., Oct.

25.

Irvin Creek Church. — Oct. 23 Bro. Samuel
Weimer, of Wyman, Ark., came to us, unexpectedly
to all. Next day, Sunday, we attended the Baptist
Sunday school, after which Bro, Weimer preached
from Isa. 32: 2 to quite a large congregation, Bro.
Weimer preached, in all, four sermons while here.—Satnmie Amick, Knapp, Wis , Oct. 28.

IOWA.

Eliick.— Our elder, Abraham Wolf, came to us
Oct. II, preached one sermon at Oakville, three
sermons at Earl schoolhouse and four sermons at

the Fairview church with the very best of attention

and well-filled houses —R. E. S. Hannan, Oct. 12.

NORTH DAKOTA.

Oarrington.—Our little church, of nearly 100
members, is in a healthy condition. We hold serv-

ices in our church in Catringlon each Sunday at II

o'clock. We had a good Sunday school this sum-
mer. Undoubtedly there could be a great mission
work done in this country. We have more calls

than we can possibly fill. We held meetings this

summer at four different points,—one twenty miles
north of Carrington, one (en miles north, and one
seven miles west. We need more strong young
men and women to help push the Master's work.

—

D. H. Niccum, Oct. )l.

TENNESSEE.

New Hope. — Oct. 9 we had a council. Our
church will represent at the District Meeting of

North Carolina, Tennessee and Florida by letter.

We sent one request. We also made up $2 (or the
India sufferers.—A. W. Oren, Lankford, Carroll Coun-

<y, Tenn., Oct. 24.
MARYLAND.

Locust Grove Church.—We have just closed a

very interesting and well attended series of meet-
ings, continuing for three weeks, conducted by Bro.

D. Arnold, of West Virginia, and the home breth-

ren. Four were baptized, one reclaimed and two
applicants were received for baptism. Many more
were "almost persuaded." Bro. Arnold visited a

great deal through the day, and his good counsel

was highly appreciated. Our love feast, Oct. 9,

was a very enjoyable one. It was well attended.

Oct. 10 the brethren addressed the Sunday school.
—Maggie E. Ecker, Linganore, Md., Oct. 2$.

LOUISIANA.

Roanoke.—This church met in council Sept. II.

We decided to have our love feast Dec. 11. Our
report would have been sent sooner, but mails have
been stopped on account of yellow fever. We still

have prayer meeting every two weeks.

—

Myrtle E.

Sutphin, Oct. 29.
NEBRASKA.

Golden Spring Church.—Our elder, G. W. Stam-
baugh, came to us Oct. 23. He preached on Sun-
day morning and evening, and Monday evening.

All three sermons were powerful and soul-stirring.

Bro. Jesse Himler, who has been an invalid since

spring, was anointed. —Jos. C. Himler, Decatur,

Nebr., Oct. 2j.
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CORRESPONDENOE.
Our Mission In Fulton County, Pa.

A fbw years ago, Eld. John Myers (now

gone to rest) married a wife, whose home was

in Fulton County, she being, at that time, a

member of ihe Methodist church (but now a

devoted sister) She came to the Brethren a

year or so after marriage Having a concern

as to their relatives ani friends, they solicited

me to go with them to Fulton County, and

have meetings over Sunday in a schrolhouse

near by, which had been used for years as a

place of worship by the various denominations

of that valley. Wife and 1 accompanied them,

! them thri We
gladly received by the people, and requested

to give them a series of meetings. The place

being somewhat isolated, we laid the matter

before tbe Missii n Board of Southern Penn-

sylvania, and they said I should lake charge

After my school closed, I went to the place,

a d'stance of twenty eight miles, and remained

ten dayf, visit ng from house to house durii

the day, and preaching in the eveniog. 0:

was baptized, and the people in general began

searching the Scriptures, to see whether tl

things we preached be true.

Of course I distributed many tracts, whii

set forth our distinctive principles, and al:

sent, through the Missi. n Board, tbe Go.spb

Messhnghr, to a number of families. I use

every lawful effort to get the doctrine before

the people. Others came to the church and

asked for a churchhouse. We laid their re-

quest before the Back Creek congregation (to

which they belong), and they very generously

and lovingly went to work with their means,

and built them a bouse of worship. It is 3Jx

50 feet in dimension, It has a kitchen at-

tached for love feast purposes. Oct 17 we
met to dedicate it to the Lord. The day being

fair, drew a wonderful concourse of people.

The church was packed to its utmost capaci-

ty, and very many could not get in. The ser-

mon was preached by the writer, taking for

our text Psa. 27: 4. Elders Jacob Snider, Dan-

iel Miller, John Lehner, Geo. Hege, and J.

Kurtz Miller were present, and ably assisted

1 thee

sther
Miller

We thought it best to c

and did so. Bro. J. K
with me and did the preaching. He did his

part well, richly dealing out the Bread of Life

from night to night, while we visited from

house to house during the day. Sbter Miller

was also with us, as also Bro. Jacob Snider and

wife and Sister Myers (wife of Eld. Myers, de-

ceased) They gave os much comfoit and

help by their presence.

Oct. 23 we went to a stream near by and

there, amid a throDg of people, led ten precious

souls into tbe stream and buried them in bap-

ned,

all. As bapli !bvi
. thlllL

eleven

ig then

ixpn

of the lookers-on. There were five men and

five women, all heads of families except one,

—

he a young man of about twenty-one. The
oldest was in his seventies. In the evening we
held our love feast. About seventy members
surronoded tbe Lord's table. The house was
packed, and better order 1 never witnessed.

It was something that ninety per cent of them
never witnessed, and they were all eager to

see. From what I have heard, these were the

strongest sermons ewer preached on the ordi-

nances in the valley. On Sunday morning,

Bro, Miller preached his last sermon, and we
returned home. This week we again resume

our work in the schoolroom. The meetings

ought to have continued longer, but my work

in the schoolroom would not permit me to

stay away any longer. Wm. A. Anthony.

A Trip to West Virginia.

OCT. 12, brethren John A. Miller, A. B. Mil-

ler, J. T. Click, J S. Garber and wife, John
Wampler and wife, and the writer, left for a

ten days' trip, by private conveyance, to Pen-

dleton County, W. Va., a mission point in the

Cook's Creek church.

After driving thirty miles, crossing one
mountain, we arrived at the Brandywine
church, where we held one meeting. Next
day we crossed another mountain and reached

Smith's Creek, sixteen miles farther on. Here
our company separated, some visiting the

members on Smith's Creek, others went to

North Fork and Dry Run, to visit the member,

there. Bro John A. Miller and the writer re

mained at Friends Run where we held on<

meeting

Next day we made our way across Nortl

Fork mountain, by way of Circleville. Wt
reached "Sign Board church " in time for ev

ening service. Here we held several meet

ings. At the " visit " council Pro. Allen Cal

boun was advanced to tbe second dearee ot

the ministry, and Bro. Wm. Lambert elected tc

the deacon's office They were installed al

the sfrvice prior to the love feast, which no

curied Oct. 19. Thirty-nine members sur-

rounded tbe Lord's tables. Sunday morning

we met again for preaching.

A'ter bidding farewell and driving eighteen

miles, we reached Smith's Creek in time for ev-

ening service. Here we also held several

meetings, closing with a feast, where fifty-

seven of God's children communed.
We found the members all in peace and

union. Though this territory has been neg-

lected, we feel that the work is prosp

ind the outlook encouraging, if proper efforts

ire put forth. We think a series of mei

it each place wouid result in much good.

North Fork and Dry Run are about

nits In

is called the ''Hunting Ground" into

hontas County, and to the Alleghany ft

tains. We have only one minister in that large

field of labor. Many calls go unheeded.

On our way home we held one meeti:

Brandywine. After traveling, in all, about

200 miles, holding fourteen meetings, delud-

ing two feasts, we reached our homes Oct. 21.

S. I. Bowman.
Harrisonburg, Va., Oft, 23.

From the Camp Creek Church, III.

Our Communion, held Oct. 21, was truly an
xasion long to be remembered. One cause

of special enjoyment was the large number of

embers from adjoining congregations. Such
1 interchange of visits among the members of

e various churches, on love feast occasions,

highly conducive to spiritual, as well as the

^ral and social developments.

Ministers present were Conrad Fitz, Cyrus
Bucher, Jonas Beck and Granville Nevinger.

The latter had been conducting a series of

.ngs about ten days previous to the feast.

jntinued the meetings up to Oct. 24. Six

precious souls decided to cast their lot with the

people of God. Four were baptized, and two,

husband and wife, intend to be baptized in the

future Of those baptized, one is a man,
about 80 years of age, who had, at one time,

a Methodist. Bro. Nevinger left ns Oct.

of 1

S S. Hu

The Dedication.

of our new bouse

of worship were held last Sunday at 10 A, M.
conducted by Eld. Jacob

Snell, assis'ed by Bro. E. S, Young. The

Fully five hundred people were on the ground

uld The
as clear of debt before the dedication. A
Dllection was held for the India sufferers,

bich resulted in raising nearly $64, to which
nearly all in the house gave something. Eld-

s Isaac Miller, S. S. Ulery, H. H. Brallier,

id others, were present.

On Tuesday, Oct. 26, we had a special coun-

1. Much business came before the meeting,

We appointed our Communion for Nov. 13, at

M. Elders S. S. Ulery, of the Ogan's
Creek cburcb, and Bro. 'Sanger, of Virginia,

ere present, and gave us much good counsel.

C. C. Arnold.
Eel River, Ind , Oct. SJ.

<^OUR x BOOK x TABLED

Sermon Stories for Boys and Girls," by the

/.Louis Albert Banks, D. D. i2mo. Cloth,

225 pp. Price, $1. New York and London:
Funk and Wagnalls Company.
How to present great truths to the minds and
:arts of children in a pleasant, and, at the

:cn a difficult problem, Parents and teach-

s are confronted with this problem continu-

ally. Any real help in solving it is sure of a

wide welcome. Dr. Louis Albert Banks, in his

new and handsome volume, "Sermon Stories

for Boys and Girls," not merely has helped to

sulve, but has completely masteied this prob-

Those who have had aDy experience what-

ever, with children, know a child's suscepti-

bility ti strong character lessons, provided they

are interwoven with captivating stories. Dr
Banks has successfully incorporated this idea

in h's delightful bjok. He catches the eyes

and ears of his hearers by bright little stories

teresting features of nature, and then, with

rare skill makes each of these stories carry a

helpful message. The book is a character

guide book which must prove of inestimahle

issistance to mothers, teachers, and pastors

t is sure to lighten appreciably the grave re-

ponsibilities of rightly moulding youthful

,nd plastic character. These stories are not

mangled with big words, or burdened with

>rofound theories. They are expressed in the

freshness and simplicity of child language

They are in no sense experimental, for before

they were put into tvpe, they were told to the

children of the author's congregation where
their potency and attractiveness have become
surprisingly manifest. Indeed, nothing attests

more to thtir valus than the eager and hearty

approval tendered them by these young folks,

All ihe stories ars interesting and easily

prehensible. They catch the heart as firmly

as they catch the attention. The book h;

special value for the Sunday school, the

sery, the pastor's study, and the schoolrc

It is just the book needed by those who preach
to children. Order from the Messenger of-

ANTRIM.—In the Oakley church. III., Oct.

23, 1807, Sister Eliza Ann (Miller), wife of Bro.

Jacob Antrim, aged 73 years, 7 months and 9
days. She leaves a husband and five chil-

dren. She had been sorely afflicted for a num.
ber of years. Funeral by Eld. Henry Frantz,

assisted by Eld. David Troxel.

D, J. Blickens taff.

EARLY.— At her home in Norborne, Carroll

Co., Mo., Aug. 5, 1897, of apoplexy, Mrs. Mar-
garet E. Early, aged 56 years, I month and 1

day. She died very suddenly. The family

have tbe sympathy of the entire community in

their bereavement. Margaret E. Early was a

daughter of Abraham and Eliza Michael, of

Rockingham County, Virginia, and was there

married to John B, Early, Oct. i, 1865. About
four years after, they came to Missouri, and
purchased a farm in Ray County, where they

lived till Nov. 1, 1894, when they moved to

Norborne, Carroll County. To them were
born five children, two dying in infancy.

About eleven years ago she united with the

Brethren church, and lived a faithful and con-

sistent life up to her death. Her remains were
laid to rest in the Wakenda cemetery. Funer-

al by brethren G. W. Clemens and S. B. Shir-

ky. Mrs. J. Vantrump. ]

GLOTFELTY.-In the Greenville congre-

gation, Somerset County, Pa., Oct. 16, 1897,

Mary G'otfelty, nee Hostetler, aged 57 years,

6 months and 27 days. Funeral at the Green-
ville church, by the undersigned, assisted by
Eld. S. P. Maust, frrm Psa. 90: 1.

W. A. Gaunt.

SPITLER.—In the Mount Zion church,

:e "Christian Lesson Commentary,
the International Sunday school Lesson;

, by W. W. Dowling, is on our desk.

atly-printed and a well-bound volum
ly four hundred and fifty pages, and
; all the lessons for next year, with such
tnents, explanations and illustrations as

Id be expected in a work of this character.

We have always regarded this as among the

very best Lesson Commentaries published,

lever hesitate to recommend it. Price, St.

It may be ordered from 'he Messenger office.

MATRIMONIAL-

walker— BEACHLEY. — At Hage
wn, Washington Co., Md , Oct. 26, 1897, by

the undersigned, Mr. John Calvin Watke
Monrovia, Frederick Co,, Md , and Sister

Edith M. Peachley, of Bolivar, Frederick Co.,

A. B. BaRNHJMLT.

FALLEN * ASLEEP . .

.

ATCHESON.—Near Milford Station, Pa,

ct. 17, 1897, Bro. John M. Atcheson, aged 21

:ars, 2 months and 7 days. Deceased came
his death by trying to board a freight train

bile running. He missed his hold, and fell

under the wheels of the car, and had both feet

f. From the effects of this accident he
died about nine days afterwards. He joined

the church h're just two years ago. Funeral

;rvices at the Union church, by the writer, as-

sted by D. H. Walker, of Berlin, Pa. Text,

Set thine house in order, for thou shalt die

nd not live," N. B. Christnbr.

CULP —At her home in Goshen, Ind., Oct.

a, 1897, of lung fever, Sister Anna Culp, wife

of Cornelius Culp. aged 39 years, 3 months
md 8 days. Sister Culp wa* an active worker
n the Goshen Mission, where her departure is

sadly felt. She was a daughter of Eld. John
Nusbaum, who, with her four brothers and

sisters, her husband, and six children,

mourn her departure. The funeral serv-

were conducted at the Yellow Creek
church, by Eld. Isaac Berkey, assisted by
Eld. John Metz'er, from 1 Thess. 4: 13-18,

D. R. Yodbr.

MUMMERT—In the Marsh Creek church,

Pa., Oct. II, 1897, Bro. Henry Mummert, aged

75 years, 10 months and 26 days. Deceased,

though feeble, was in his usual health. He
tricken with paralysis, while at the di

.be, and died instantly. Funeral by Br

John Trostle. fi. Ellbn Diebl.

Page Co., Va, of consumption, Bro. John W.
Spiller, aged 48 years, 2 months and 10 days.

Bro, Spitler's place will be hard to fill in the

charch and Sunday school. He was ever at

his post. He leaves a wife, a sister, and eight

children, some quite young. Funeral by Bro.

Martin Rothgeb, from Psa. 8.

Walter Strickler.

HAYES -In tbe Allison Prairie church,

Lawrence Co, 111., Oct. 20, 1897, Sister Mary
Hayes, aged 59 years, 4 months and 10 days.

She was a consistent member for a number of

years. Her illness lasted but a few days. She
aves a husband, sn ns and daughters. Fu-

ral by Bro. S. W. Garber, from Phil. 1 : 21.

HART.— In the Allison Prairie church, 111,

Oct. 3, 1897, Frances Hart, daughter of Bro.

nd Sster Hart, aged 2 years, 10

and 7 days. Funeral by Bro. S. W,
Garber, from Isa. 11: 6.

WEDEL.—Near Allison, Lawrence Co, 111.,

July 3, 1897, John Wedel, aged 42 years, 7

ontbs and 12 days. He was a member of the

Lutheran church. He was much esteemed by

the Brethren here. Funeral at the residence,

by Bro S. W. Garber, from James 4: 14- In-

:rmentin Vincennes (Ind.), cemetery.

Nina R, Garber,

WAGONER.—In the North Fork church,

Carroll Co , Ind., Oct. 16, 1897, of heart dis-

ase, Bro. John J. Wagoner, aged 74 years, 11

lonths and 1 day. Deceased united with the

Brethren church early in life, and lived a faith-

ful brother until be was called to his long

home. He leaves a wife, two sons, and one

lighter. Funeral by Bro. Jacob Witmore, of

McPherson, Kans , and Bro. Solomon Blicken-

aff, of Rossville, Ind., from Judges.3t 20.

John Deal.

EILER.—In the Monocacy congregation,

;ar Double Pipe Creek, Md., Sister Emma E.

iler, aged 34 years, 6 months and 24 days,

he leaves a husband and eight children. Fu-

eral services by Eld. T. J. Kolb, assisted by

elders D. R. Saylor, Jacob Bricker, and J, S.

Veybright. Text, Matt, 24: 44; Amos 4: 12,

J. W. Kolb,

RIFFY.—In tbe Olathe church, KaDS, Oct.

:, 1897, Bro. Emery Riffy, aged 22 years, 1

ionthand2i days. Bro. Emery united with

the church five years ago. He was the only

child of Bro. Noah and May Riffy. The funer-

l1 took place Oct. 22, at the church in Olathe,

Services by Bro. E. Eby, from Job 14: 14,

Wu. Brdnk.

PEUGH.—At their home, near Crown, De-

atur Co., Iowa, Oct. 28, 1897, Mrs. Orpha A.,

vife of C. E. Peugh, aged 26 years, 1 month

md 2 days. She was a member of the Pro-

;ressive church. The last eight weeks of her

ife she suffered much. Services by the writ-

er, from 1 Pet. 1: 24, 25. L. M. Kou,
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STOUDER.-In Van Wert, Ohio, C

1897. of consumption, Myrtle Maude, only
daughter of J. W. and S. A. Stooder, aged
years, it months and 12 days. Funeral sen
ces by A. M. Gelespie, of the Church of Chri;

Jacob Heistand.

STUTSMAN.—In the Rock. Run church,

Ind., Oct. 25, 1807, Bro. Benjamin Frankliu.i

of Jacob W. and Hannah Stutsman, aged 51

yea^s, S months and 13 days,

in marriage with Clarinda Ann Mcronaughy,
Feb. 27, 1868. To this union were gi<

children, two having preceded bin-

better land. Those holy bonds wen
Oct. 24. 1877. by calling Clara to her

was again joined in marriage to Miss Mary J.

Dewey, Dec. 29, 1880. To this unio

en two children. Bro. Benjamin

the German Baptist church in i8;o; was elect-

ed to the ministry in 1880, and, in this capa

ly, he faithfully labored until death. About
len days before his death, he called for the

elders, and was anointed, in which he had great

confidence Services conducted by Eld. I. L.

Berkey, L. Hillery, and J. Weaver.

R. W. Davhk

ALBRIGHT.—In the Yellow Creek congre-

gation. Stephenson Co., 111., Oct. 16, 1897, of

Bright'* disease, Sister Nancy L. Albright,

aged 39 years, 4 months and 9 days. She unit-

ed with the church last September. She
leaves a husband and six children. Funeral

services by the writer and others from Rev. 14:

13. D. B. Eby.

HAY.—In the Elkhart congregation, three

miles west of Goshen, Ind., Oct. 6, 1897, Jo-

seph, son of Bro John and Sister Rachel Hay,
aged 23 years, 2 months and II days. He
leaves a father, mother, two sisters, and three

brothers. Funeral services by the writer and

Bro. Levi Hoke.

GANGER.—In the same congregation, in

the city of Goshen, Ind., Oct. 13, 1897, Maggi

May, danghter of friend Isaac and Si:

ger, aged 3 years, 2 months and 1 <

neral services by the writer. J. S. Kulp.

NIHART.—In the Pleasant Valley church

Ind., Oct. 10. 1897, of coosumption, Elva R.,

daughter of Bro. David and Julia A. Nihart.

aged 23 years, 7 months and 1 day. She unit-

ed with the Brethren church at the age of

twelve years, and was faithful unfl called

away by death, This is the third daughter in

three years called away by the same disease

Funeral at the Pleasant Valley church, by C
Schrock, from Heb. 4: g. L. E. Weaver,

MYERS.—Near Timberville, Va„ Oct, 2$,

1S97, Eld. Samuel H. Myers, aged sixty-five

years and 8 months. He leaves

son, three daughters, and othi

their loss. B<o. Myers was a member of the

Brethren church for about thirty-one years,

and served in the ministry and eldership abut
twenty-eight years. He had charge of the

Flat Rock congregation. He traveled a great

deal, and took a great interest in visiting iso

lated places, attending Conferences and Dis-

trict Meetings. He was extensively k

over the Brotherhood, and did much for the

Old Folks" Home at Timberville; also for the

Bridgewater school, in Virginia. For a num-
ber of years he was a man of bright intell

and had a great desire to see that all was d<

right, but, in the latter part of his life, he 1

with reverses, which troubled hima great d<

A severe stroke of paralysis injured his mi
which, in addition to his other troubles, seen
to get the entire mastery of him, so that, to

great regret of all who knew and loved him,

put an end to his life. Funeral services

the writer, Assisted by David Zigler.

B. W. Nkff

SWONGUER.-At the home of hi

'er, near Logansville, Ohio, in the 1

the Logan church, Oct 20, i?97, Eld
Swonguer, aged 78 years, 3 month
days. Eld. Swonguer was born July 19, 18:

He had been a minister for about twenty ni

years, and an elder for nearly twenty yea
He was not a man of eloquent discourse, b
always willing to do what he cou'd to assist

the work of the church and the
the Lord's kingdom. At the time of his death,
he was one of the elders of the Logan church,

and had the oversight of the Pleasant Hill

church, Shelby County. He was of a kind dis-

position, and always loved to see the church
Prosper. Funeral services in the Christian

church, in Logansville, conducted by the

Brethren. John R. Snyder,
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OUR PREMIUM OFFER

!

Of the GOSPBL Messengeu, Almanac and Premium Bible. Continues
to any one who will take advantage of

A RARE BARGAIN!

THE book of the B generation of
Je'sua Ohrlat, b the boh of Dft'-

Vid, •the son of A'brft-kam.
2 A'bra-ham begat I'ssnc; and
1 ?nac begat JiTcgb; nnd SjiTcgb

begat JiV.i.i.s an,] \ X \ H brethren;
3 And'SJu'dns '

Za'ra of ThiVn

This is a self-pronouncing Sunday School
Teacher's Bible, with Concordance, Maps,
and excellent Helps, and is well bound. The
chapters are numbered with figures instead

of letters. In fact, we have studied the de-

sires of our patrons and tried to meet them,
and WE ARE SUCCEEDING, for to date

the demand is so far ahead of what we ex-

pected that we have been unable to fill or-

it as they come in.

simply to sell Bibles, but to secure as many readers of the Gospel Mes-
senger as possible. Our reasons for doing this are:

1. The church owns and controls the publication of the Gospel
Messenger, Conference has placed an Advisory Board over its reading
matter, thus permitting only that which is of sound doctrine, right spirit
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HOMESEEKERS'

EXCURSIONS
Red River Valley, Devils Lake, and

Turtle Mountain Regions

in North Dakota,

Oct. 19, Nov. 2 and 16, and
Dec. 7 and 21.

Great Northern Railway

In Northern Minnesota and North Dakota, in-

cluding Mayville, Crary, Devils Lake,

Grand Harbor, Cburchs Ferry,

Leeds, Cando, Bisbee, Rol-

la, and intermediate

points at

One Fare for the

Round Trip

plus $2.00; tickets good for 21 days from date

of sale, and good for return any time within

limit. This will enable parties to visit the

original Brethren settlements in North Dakota

just as harvest begins.

Those who wish to go on any of these excur-

sion dates can get further particulars by ad-

dressing

3IAX ItASS,

220 S. Clark St. Chicago, 111,

Cheap Excursions to

NEBRASKA
Nov. 16. Dec. 7 and 21.

On these dates round-trip tick- pf A T 'F
;ts, good [or 21 days, will be sold

" Burlington Route agents FARE

A Dry, Healthy Climate,

A Soil Unsurpassed for Richness.

easy to Cultivate, and Yielding all

Varieties of Crops.

Public Sale of Real Estate

!

...ONE FARE...

ROUND TRIP'

...HOMESEEKERS'...

EXCURSIONS
Nov. 2 & 16, and Dec. 7 & 21

From Ohlongo, St. Joseph, KanaftB City,

Brethren Colonies
In North Dakota

ouuil good school and church privileges, good

nvestlgnte

Washington and Idaho

o. w. MOTT.

ST. PAUL, MINN.
WM. H. PHIPPS,

SALVIA
The Old Reliable Colorado Rocky

Mountain Herb Medicine.

A "World's Wonder.

a Angeles, Cal., Sept. ]

25 Cts per Package; 5 for $1,

Agents Wanted J-™-tU Terma, Samples anc

COLORADO SALVIA CO., ROCKFOILD, ILL.

The Price of Farm Lands in Nebraska.

The value of lands in Nebraska is so variec

hat it is only possible to give here a very gen.

ral idea of prices in different parts of the

State. Cheap lands in Nebraska will in a very

few years be a thing of the past, as with

creased demand comes naturally a steady r

Along the Republican Valley, and

rough the central part of the State, prii

ange from $4 to $12 for unimproved land,

,nd for improved lands from S12 to $30 per

In the eastern portion of the State land val

improvements effected.location and 1

The best pi

M. T. Miller, of Pickrell, Ncbr. He is a well-

known Dunker. farmer, and has lived in Ne
braska for many years. He is the Immigra

tion Agent of the C. B. & Q. R. R., and car

give you any kind of information you wan'

about prices in the different localities.

BIG BARGAINS FOR THE HOLIDAYS!

Silverine and Solid Silver Watches
For Brethren's Wear.
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Oke of the most valuable manuscripts of the

New Testament in the world, is that known as the

Tischendorf. It was found by him in the Convent

of St. Catharine, at Mt. Sinai. In his book, enti-

tled, " The Parchments of the Faith," Geo. B. Mer-

rill tells how this priceless manusciipt was discov-

ered. He says: "In January, 1859, Tischendorf

was enabled to start once more for the convent at

Sinai, this time armed with documents which must

avail, if any could, in opening to him the most se-

cret alcoves of the buildings. On the thirty-first of

January, 1859, he entered the convent for the third

time. The familiar rooms of the library were

thrown open to him, and Cyril, of Athos, the custo-

dian of the books, showed him every couitesy.

Many valuable manuscript;, some of which he had

not seen on his previous visits, were put into his

hands; but nowhere was the one treasure he de-

sired, and every inquiry was met with sincere deni-

als of its existence in the monastery. Tischendorf

was forced to the conclusion that it had either been

destroyed or removed to some other library, and,

on the fourth of February, he gave orders to his

Bedouins to have the camels ready on the seventh,

to start for Cairo. On the afternoon of the same

day, he took a long walk with the steward of the

convent, returning about sunset and accepted an

invitation to sup with the steward in his own apart-

ment. They had bsen talking of their studies,

and, as they entered, the steward said, "I, too,

have been reading the Septuagint lately," and he

went to a corner of the cell and brought a bulky

volume, wrapped in a red cloth, and laid it in Ti-

schendorfs hands, The scholar opened the book,
and saw, at a glance, that the wish of years was at-

tained. But how much more than he had dared to

hope! For here were indeed the fragments that he
had left in the waste basket fifteen years before,

and also ether paits of the Old Testament, tlie

whole of the New Testament, a copy of the
Epistle of Barnabas, and a part of the Shep-
herd of H;rmas. He applied to the steward for

permission to take the manuscript to Cairo, to have
it copied in full. At the end of nine days, the
book, brought by a special messenger, with a swift

dromedary, was in Tischendort's possession. With
the aid of two German friends, and with almost in-

credible toil, the whole manuscript was copied
within the space of two months.

It is said that, since the bfginning of the war
in Cuba, Spain has sent 200,000 soldiers to the is-

land, and that of these 130,020 have either been
killed in battle, died, deserted, or have been dis-

abled, and this, too, in the face of an army of Cu-
bms, numbering probably not more than 45000
armed men, all told. This is a terrible sacrifice of
life, to say nothing of the thousands who have beei

starved, shot down in cold blocd, and the terribl

destruction of property. Need we say that war i

cruel, destructive and unbecoming a Christian pea
pie? It tells its own story with deeds more forcibl

than words can describe it. But Weyler has left

Cuba, and General Blanco fills his place. H
promises reform in the methods of warfare, as well

as in the manner of treating the non combatants.
The public will watch his movements with a good
deal of interest. In the meanwhile, the struggle

goes on, while our government is quietly doing
something, we cannot say what yet, to induce
Spain to put an end to the disgraceful affair in

some way, It is unfortunate, indeed, that the most
delightful region on the Western continent, must
be thus reduced to a barren waste. When Jesus

comes to reign on this earth, as he will during the

millennium, there will be no such disgraceful oc

to report,

The Lord made diamonds, as well as many other

things found hid away in the earth, but we do not

presume that he ever intended them to be worn by
his people. Then there are other ways of using

diamonds, besides weariog them. The largest dia-

mond now in the world, is three inches long, two

and a half inches thick at one end, and tapers

down to a point at the other, probably too large

to be worn. It is a beautiful bluish white, and
is valued at Ss.ooo.oco. This diamond was found,

accidentally, by a negro truck-driver, in Africa.

He was working in a diamond mine, and, one

morning, while waitiog for a load, he chanced

to see the diamond in a pile of earth. He put his

foot on it, and held it there until he could pick it

up without being noticed, and, as soon afterwards,

as possible, carried it to the manager of the mine.

He was rewarded to the amount of a little less than

S5.0C0, all of which he is spending in fast living.

The diamond is now in London, in possession

of the parties owniDg the mine at that time, who
hope to find, in India, or some where else, a prince

foolish enough to purchase it at the price named.

At Paris, some years ago, there was another large

diamond, supposed to have been smuggled from

one of the mines in Africa. It was valued at £2,000,-

000, and was actually contracted at that price to one

of the princes in India, who paid one-half down, but,

finding that he was deceived in regard to the true

value 01 the gem, a suit was brought, and he se-

cured the diamond for a good deal less money.
He prides himself very highly, because he is able,

on state occasions, to wear the most costly dia-

mond now worn in the world. But, at the judg-
ment bar of God, his costly diamond will be of no
more value to him than a piece of common iron,

A beggar by the wayside, who never even saw a

diamond of any kind, may have a character that, in

the presence of the Lord, will outshine all the cost-

ly gems worn by the greatest princes of earth.

Wear your diamonds, if you will, but wc prefer to

face the judgment with something more lasting,

and, in the end, far more valuable,

Mr. Austin Gollahbr, of Hodgensvillc, Ky.,

who is now ninety three years old, and is not likely

to live many days, recently related some interesting

things to a reporter, concerning the boyhood of Ab-
raham Lincoln, he and Lincoln having been school-

mates when the latter was five years old and the

former eight. They lived in the same neighbor-

hood for several years, and became quite intimate,

as boys often do. He says that in those days the
Lincolns, as the parents of the future president

were then designated, were extremely poor, and
procured a living for the little family with the great-

est difficulty. Little Abe was .quite a bright boy
in school, always awkward, but a very hard student.

He would hack spice bushes into short pieces, and
throw a small bunch on the fire, at a time, to make
a light by which he could study, The old gentle-

man relates how he once saved the life of Abe, as

he was then called. He and Lincoln attempted to

cross a narrow, but deep stream, on a small foot

log. Abe fell into the stream, As the water was
too deep to wade, and neither of them could 3wim,
for a time it seemed as though the boy must drown,

But he procured a long stick, and placed one end
in Abe's hand when he came up, The lad

clung to it, was drawn to the shore, then dragged
up to the bank, almost a dead boy. As we read

this touching story, we arc led to ask ourselves,

What if little Abe had died then and there? In-

stead of a great monument at Springfield, III., there

would now be an unknown and a forgotten little

grave among the hills of Kentucky. We again aik,

Who could have taken his place, and reshaped the

affairs of this nation, as did Mr. Lincoln? But why
ask these questions? An overruling Providence,

that directs the course of events, knows how to

care for the little ones, from whom are to be devel-

oped the mighty forces destined to rule the nations

rlh,

Just now England has two wars on hand, one
along the upper Nile, in Africa, and the other

with some of the Afghanistan tribes in the north-

western part of India. Of the latter, frequent men-
tion has been made on this page. The struggle

seems to be neariog its end, but it will be at least

some months before order can be restored. The
tribes, as usual, when they revolt against a strong

military power, will be subdued, their spirit b vok-

en, and life rendered more distressing. The result

of the conflict in Africa is also in England's favor.

She is not only defeating the savage forces, but she

ia taking possession of their cities, and occupying

their territory. She is doing more, and this is to

her shame. It is said that a number of prisoners

were taken, in a recent engagement, and, after ob-

taining from them all the information possible, they

were taken out into an open place and there shot

down in cold blood. This is cruel. It is a terrible

disgrace. War, at best, is cruel, but cold-blooded

and wholesale murder, like this, is horrible,
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t=0RQIVEIXESS.

it I shohld pray to be forgiven, yet hear

The tires of unfotgiveness smoldering low,

how can 1 hope to know

A Hearing for my prayer?—

To ask anil yet withhold forgiveness,—can i

Shall 1 implore that Cod remit my debt

And yet

Rtfusc m pa rdon or forgei
-Arthur L. Salmon:

THE BROKEN SHIP.

"And some on broken pieces of the ship."—Acts 2?: 44-

In discoursing upon the above text, llie popular

clergy is responnible for the following statements:

1. One object in this sermon is to encourage all

those who cannot lake the whole system of religion

ns we believe it, but who really believe Boinething,—

to come ashore on that one plank.

2. I ask you to take the one plank of the Gospel

that jou do believe in and strike out for the

pearl-strung beach of heaven.

8. I have not, for thirty minutes, discussed the

controverted points of theology, in thirty years, and

during the rett of my life I do not propose to dis-

cuss them for thirty seconds.

Personally, we have no conflict with any author,

neither do we judge the precious souls who are

striving, earnestly and honestly, but iguorantly, un-

der a misguided religion, but we protest against

breaking the Gospel ship, to get a piece to Buit the

whim or fancy of each individual.

We aim a Gospel pebble at this giant heresy of

doctrinal free-thinking. This wholesale surrender

of Gospel doctrine, if practicable, would dissever

the GoBpel and resolve it into parts and parcels,

suited to the conflicting religious ideas, theories

and speculations of men. It would make it a kind

of dtiftwood upon the sea of life, a piece of which

each soul might grasp and use as a buoy, to carry

it over the waves of sin, and finally strand it upon

the pearl-strung beach.

If the text justifies using only a piece of the Gos-

pel, then the contest justifies using none at all.

They escaped all safe to land. Acts 27: 44. Some

took to the water and swam, and the oddB were in

their favor. They led the procession and got there

first. Those on pieceB of the ship followed in the

rear. Hence Bob Ingersoll, with his host of infi-

dels, Mb man-made theories, and science falsely so

called, might lead the procession and get there, in-

dependent of the Gospel, while the poor weaklings,

who have not the audacity to venture on their own

resources, might each choose a piece from the de-

bris of the broken Gospel ship and, by the advice

of the popular clergy, strike out for the pearl-strung

baach.

All this is wild speculation, and only accords with

the history of man. Commencing with the first

pair in Eden, man has ever sought to obtain the

highest good by ignoring God's Word, and substi-

tuting Satan-dictated and self-deviBed methods.

"Thus were they defiled with their own works

and went a whoring with their own inventions

Psa, 106: 39.

It waB in harmony with Paul's mission that all

should be saved from that broken Bhip. As
apoBtle of Christ and a dispenser of his Gospel, he

would fulfill Christ's words, " I came not to destroy

men's lives, but to save them." Hence the angel

said to him, " God hath given thee all them that

Bail with thee." Paul was a prisoner, sailing under

a guard of soldiers, and yet he has control of the

crew and holds the destiny of two hundred and

seventy-live bouIb in his hand. He assures them
there shall be no loss of any man's life among them,

but of the ship. "There shall not a hair fall from

the head of any of you." When the ship ran

aground and stuck fast, then came the opportunity,

Taiil had declared." "Howbeitwe must be cast

upon n certain island." There they go,—the swim-

mers in advance, the rest, some on boards and some

broken pieces of the ship. They escaped all

safe to land, but the Bhip itself must succumb to

the tempestuous sea. Thus a grand victory was

scored for the Gospel, aitd the hand of persecution

nade to sow the sedds of righteousness along

Paul'B pathway.

While we deplore the popular preaching that eh-

11 rages this doctrinal freethinking and single

plank religion, and our church doctrine sternly

unces it, yet, as individuals, we may need to

look at home and sweep before our own doors be-

fore criticising others. We may be partial to cer-

tain passages, or GoBpel precepts, and adhere to

hem with the utmost tenacity, while others equally

mportant may be practically ignored. We may be

pnrtialto water baptism while the Scriptures that

teach the preparation of the subject for baptism,

and those that follow, to nourish the spiritual child

and foster a holy life, may be treated with positive

difference. Baptism is essential to Balvation, and

the point at which God agreeB to forgive sins. It

the literal means, required by G-od, to a spiritual

birth, and the initiatory rite into the church mili-

tant. Yet it is a fact, patent in the Goapel, that

ere must be a spiritual child, conceived by faith

d developed by repentance, to a Btate, preparatory

to birth, before there can be a spiritual child born.

It is equally patent that no spiritual child can snr-

without spiritual nourishment, and the Scrip-

tures furnish the nourishment, as well as the means

of conception and birth. Hence water baptism, of

itself, does not insure a spiritual birth, neither a

spiritual life, but it signifies both.

our zeal, to have accessions to the church by

baptism, are we as zealous to have them accept, by

faith, the Gospel ship unbroken, and all that bap-

tism signifies? Baptism being the door, makes it

dremely perilous to the church to be partial to

lis ordinance. An ungodly man in the church iB

tstly more to be feared than a sinner outside. It

said that we are drifting worldward. If this be

fact, then the Gospel ship is broken,—not broken

1 regards its original and specific purpose, but

broken to us as we attempt to apply it to ourselves.

i is a trick of Satau, second only to that perpe-

trated in Eden. Satan has dictated, and man haB

adopted a syBtem that reverses the heaven-designed

r. Instead of applying himself to the Gospel

ship unbroken, man attempts to apply the ship to

himself, by plucking from it such parts as suit his

fancy, and are agreeable to his speculative ideas.

TIiub equipped he steers for the pearl-Btrung beach,

attempting to ride his broken piece against the op-

posing elements of the world, the flesh and the dev-

il. But, alas, he drifts; he goes worldward. The

beach is widening, because the ship does not drift in

line with his single plank religion. She is making

a bee line and Bchedule time, riding over all oppo-

sition with the agility of a bird on the wing. He
may realize his precarious condition and expresB

fears as to his final landing, but popular influence

and environments have ensnared him in a net that

he, perhaps, haB not the moral courage to break.

Breaking the Gospel ship is quite easy because God
grants man the privilege of choice, and demands a

service from free-will motives only. But Satan

grants no such privileges. His policy is to enB

and finally coerce his victim; it is a realization of

the old fable of the spider and the fly. From
net there is but one known means of escape.

''

eist the devil and he will flee from you." James

4: 7. "Put on the whole armour of God that ye

may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil."

Eph. 6: 11.

West Cairo, Ohio,

51N0LE IMMERSION.

BY D. C. BUrtKHOLDER.

It appears that thoBe who practiced single im-

mersion in aneient times did not generally, if at all,

use the baptismal formula as given by Christ to his

iples, but when some abandoned trine immer-

1, and adopted the single, they also seemed to

e abandoned the form of words given by Christ,

ce it was not performed according to the forinu-

but another form was used. Those who ate

charged with introducing single immersion, are al-

charged with having departed from the form of

)ids given by our Lord.

Trine immersion was the only mode of baptism

practiced by the primitive Christians and, as given

by Greek historians, until about A. D., 360,

when Eunomius, who was at that time ordained as

BiBhop of Cyzicum; "subverted the law of holy bap-

tism, and claimed it was not necessary to immereb

the candidate thrice, nor to mention the names of

the Trinity, but to immerse once only into the death

of Christ." This is claimed to be the first record of

lingle immersion, and it was performed by Eunomi-

is, and met with a great deal of opposition. Soc-

ates, in his "Ecclesiastical History," page 290, in

peaking of Eunomius, Bays, " I shall merely observe

that they adulterated baptism, for, instead of bap-

g in the name of the Trinity, they baptize into

the death of Christ."

The fiftieth Apostolic Canon declares, " If any

bishop or presbyter do not perform three iminer-

ns of one initiation, but one immersion which

given in the death of Christ, let him be de-

posed; for the Lord did not say, 'Baptizing into

my death,' but, 'Go ye and make disciples of all na-

tions, baptizing them into the name of the Father,

id of the Son, and of the Holy Grhost.'

"

Orchard, in his "History," says, "Trine immer-

>n was the practice of the third century, and that

trine immersion was the mode of baptism of the two

ious centuries Catholics, Novations, Greeks

and many other Beets, baptized by trine immersion

until long after Eunomius introduced single immer-

Mr. Camp, who is the author cf a book called,

Catechism on Baptism," and who was a single im-

lersionist himself, on page 47, Section 8, says:

The mode of baptism was immersion, and not on-

ly so, but triue immersion." The latest assertions

of all reliable historical evidence, that single back-

ward immersion, with the use of the commission,

not practiced as baptism before A. D. 1500,

state as a fact, that single backward immersion is

not known to have existed before A. D. 1522.

Mosheim's " Ecclesiastical History," Murdock's

translation, Vol. 3, page 272, note 10, states
: " But the

first regular congregation of English Baptists ap-

pears to have originated from certain English

Puritans, who returned from Holland after the

death of their pastor, Rev, John Smyth, who died

in 1610."

In the same volume, note 35, page 219, we have

this: "Rev. John Smyth is commonly represented as

the father of the General or Armenian Baptists in

England. Separating from the church in Eng'and,

he joined the Brownites, and was one of their lead-

ing men in 1592."

" HiBtory of the Baptists," by Thomas Armitage,

(the most complete and (scholarly Baptist history in

the world, published iu 18S7) page 329, states: "The

great Baptist movement on the Continent (of Eu-

rope) originated with no particular man, nor in

any one place. It seems to have sprung up in many

places at about the same time, and its general

growth was wonderful between 1520 and 1570. The

Baptists appeared first in Switzerland, in 1523."

The first quotations from Dr. Armitage's history

most truly set forth the rise of the Boptists in Eu-

rope. Single immersion as it is now practiced by

the six classes of Baptists, had its birth in Switzer-

land, in the time of the Reformation of the sixteenth

century, and there iB no historical evidence that

there was such a distinction before 1522. The great

leaders were men who were baptized (so called) by

sprinkling in the Catholic church. However, the

English Baptists had their baptism from John

Smyth, who baptized himself by a sort of a single

immersion in 1608. In this country it comes from

Eoger Williams who was baptized by single immer-

sion by a man who was unbaptized.
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ma it is most plainly evident that single back-

Wiiril immersion is not the mode institulod by
Jurist nor practiced by the aposlles, es there is not
record of such baptism to bs found in the world,

before 1522, while, as tho very learned and careful
>riau, Dr. Wall, says; "Trine immersion, was

tbe way of all antiquity."

Neaburg, Pa.

HE IS ABLE AND WlLLINQ.

J'u a Sister in Castle Despair:—
You are indeed in a pitiful condition, and the

saddest feature about it is that there is no necessity

[or it. If you were sitting at a table furnished with

ill tho luxuries earth cm afford, and yet not eating
aniouthful, avd all the while lamenting that you are

dying of starvation, your ease would not be more
incongruous than it is in relation to the spiritual

feast which God has provided for your sustenance

and joy. And yet you say " you have no rest day
nor night, but are in constant torment of con-
Bcience." Your p-nyers seem but a mockery, and par-

taking of the Lord's Supper is only an aggravation

of your misery.

You say you believe in Christ, and do not doubt
one word of the Holy Scriptures. You are very
much mistaken and have utterly wrong conceptions

of the work of Christ. If you would believe in Him
Scriptures require, all your misery would be

gone in one minute.

Faith and doubt and fear and guilt are utterly in-

compatible. Jesus died for your sins, and has per-

fectly satisfied God in all His claims of righteous-

aud holiness, 60 that "there is no condemnation
to them which are in Christ Jesus." Kom. 8: 1.

Who shall lay nnything to the charge of those whi
God has redeemed by the blood of His son? "It
God himself that justifieth." Kom. 8: 33, 3-1.

Do you believe this? No, or you could not be
misery day and night under a sense of condemi

i who accept Jesus Christ as their right-

d walk by faith in the perpetual efficacy

if His blood, "rejoice with joy unspeakable and full

lory." 1 Pet. 1:8.

our whole trouble consists in unbelief. You do
credit "the record that God gave of his Son."

I John 5: 10. You have no right to call in question
assertion that *' he loved you, and gave

limself for you." Gal. 2: 20. As soon as you in-

lividualize. and appropriate the exceeding great and
precious promises of God, your darkness and burden
ind wretchedness will all retreat to Golgotha, where
Sod placed them more than eighteen centuries ago.
Why not leave them there and go on your way re-
oicing in tho completeness and glory and rapture of
he Atonement? There is solvation wrought fou

i Christ as perfect as the wisdom and power and
and holiness of God can make it.

us salvation is accepted by faith, verified by
ience, consummate! in glory. No matter how

inmerous, or how great and aggravated your sins

»»y have been, the Blood of the Lamb has virtue to
~»«kc the blackest soul whiter than snow. 1 John 1:

psa. 51:7. "Believest thou this?"

laere ia one great commandment which you fail

'observe: "Looking unto Jesus, the author and
isher of our faith." Heb. 12: 2. You are con-
l»ntly looking at yourself and contemplating your
'ns and guilt, and living in a " certain fearful look-
"% for of judgment and fiery indignation, which

11 devour the adversaries." Heb. 10: 27. No
ider you are miseraW' Why not believe Isa. 53:

> 1? Is that not for you as truly as for Paul
Peter, or John? When you can measure the

%'ht and depth and length and breadth of Psa.
11, 11, 12, and then prove that your sinB exceed
you may well despair. But if God is greater
'he devil; if the life of the incarnate Jesus is

S»"l to the righteousness of God, and if the death

anuel is tantamount to the exaction of all

.

u Penalty, then you are misjudging and under-
!''ng the riches of Divine Graoe by living day and
SM in misery and horror and despair, Wi

What God Ihiu

cross,

of it, I

to male light of

what it cost Hin
we disparage His love by whic
and eternal righteousness and b'e^sedness procured.

'

God is satisfied with what Jesus has done for
you. Why should not you be? What sin have you
committed for which Jesus has not made full satis-
faction in tbe court of heaven? Why, then, go
through life as if the blood of Jesus was no better
than the blood of bulls and goats?
Be of good cheer^thy sius have been all imputed

to JesuB, and all the fulness of the Godhead is
offered thee in Him. Col. 2: 9, 10; Eph. 3: 19.
God has promised it, confirmed by Hie oath, and it
is impossible for Hiji to lie. Heb. 6: 17, 18, 1!).

OUR HYMNAL.

BY 1VM BKEltY,

s ago a query, asking a revision of
Hymual, was before the Annual

'as decided to make no change at

quietly

tall,

SeYEHAL ye

the Brethren

Meeting. It

that time.

The matter seems to have been
since then, but for all that there has been
thinking about it, anil there are those who are
strongly in favor of revising the book.
Should the matter be brought up again, there

would doubtless be objections filed, the same us be-
fore, but it seems to me that, if looked at in the
proper light, it will be apparent to all that our Hym-
nal could be much improved. I believe, further-
more, that the beat interests of the work, which the
book is intended to serve, require it.

There are a number of points in which the Hym
nal needs improvement, the most important of
which are the following:

1. It contains word selections which are not wor.
thy a place in the collection,—some lacking litera-

cy merit, others liturgical propriety, and some even
both.

2. There are a number of standard hymns
mon use which nro not in the collection, but
ought to be.

3. Much of the music is not up to the proper
standard. There are many good tunes iu common
use which ought to take the place of the poor ones
and the duplicates. A few good new tunes would
add freshness.

4. A number of the tunes are duplicated several
times, which ought not to be so.

5. Each hymn ought to be set to a separate tune,
or at least printed on the same page with a suitable

Other minor, yet important, points might be
entioned, but let the above suffice for the present.

In connection with, this, I would like to suggest,
too, that it is my opinion that another number of
the Brethren's Sunday School Song Book ought to

be gotten out soon. Where the present book has
been used from the first, there will be a desire to

lake a change before long, and if our people do
ot offer a new book, other publishers will be pat-

" HE IS BESIDE HIMSELF."—Murk y. ai.

DI IT. IT, ESHELJIAK.

TrtE spirit-force in Jeslts was suprehie, and ran
against all earthly and mail-made standards. Sud.
den [lashes of light upon unclean and unholy spir-
its intensifies them and they become wrathful, abll-

This cutting and tearing process of the Word and
Spirit, made even Jesus' "friends" think him "a
Utile off" or "beside himself." They expeoted him
to go about his work like some learned Itabbi, with
n head full of idens, and doctor the people with pills
and powders. But the spirit-force struck at the
root of all ailments, physically, mentally and spirit-
ually, This made him seem "a little unbalanced,"
as some now say, when a man with spirit-force in
him strikes out contrary to mnn-mnde standards.
The "leading men" or "chiefs" in religion in

Palestine, had all their interests hedged iu by law
nvn class. All their cups and plates

rubbed, nnd rubbed religiously, and
ise of every class had to share with
lry, according to the standard then

controlling.

Similar conditions still prevail. Everything wants
tself fenced in by law, nud everything differing
rom it must be fenced out. From the man who

deals in tulips and calla lillies to the railroad syn-
dicate, protection by law is asked from competition,
and this condition has set men and women to inak.
ing religious standards, too. If Jesus were to come
on oarth in person and, by spirit-force, turn a poor,
suffering, soul-withered, shriveled arm into a sound
one, he would be arrested, fined or jailed for having
gotten over into the doctors' "green pastures" with-
out going through their standard gate with a diplo-

ere to go to some small village with
wedding and turn wafer into wine,
would be after him for making
permit. Or if he were to stop a

ion, raise a widow's sou from the

made by theii

and pots were

the mint and ai

ioio nouEP ol relatives away
st" might prosecute him for

' business."

<xpel dropsy from a man on
gainst "the Sabbath-keep-

Or if he \

his mother to a

the " marshal

'

wine without n

funeral process

dead and send the wi

with joy, the "coffin-tn

interfering with their

And if he were to

Saturday, he would ru

era " and they would feel their day awfully dei

ed. He might be " whie " in many other things, but
in running against this fence he would bo regarded
as a little unbalanced,—"beside himself."

Then look at tho business world. The standards
are legion. You cannot turn in any direction with-
out running against some human fence. You can
not bore a hole down into God's earth and pull up

oil he put there, without running against an
1 standard." You cannot bore holes into the

trees God made grow on your farm and turn the
ugar" without running up against a "su-

ronized.

It behooves

publications,

people.

It will pay, not only financially,

disseminating the Gospel in its prj

understood and practiced by oui

getting the world to accept it in

to keep in the front rank with c

u-der to hold the patronage of c

oitive purity, i

Fraternity, an

its entirety, i

uis, cultivate,

ing ngainst a

lilroader ha

Our brethren are to be commended for the

marked improvements that have been made in the

laBt few years in the Messengeu, the Sunday school

helps, etc. Let the same effort be put forth in be-

half of our musical publications!

Huntingdon, Pa.
IlEMARKS.

In connection with the above, we wish to state,

that one of the State Districts has already decided

to present to the nest Annual Meeting a query, ask-

ing for a complete revision of our music books.

This will bring the question before the Conference

not in a good shspe for discussion,—Ed.

You cannot pin:

gather, and sell them, without i

bean shield or standard. Every
from the calk-lily grower to the

standard,—a fence over which no man can go un-
less a member of that particular band.

If Jesus were personally to open a meat-shop,
without joining the meat-selling band, he would be
pushed out of business by the "standard" of the

meat-men, and for the failure his friends might
think " he was beside himself."

You must have a mark (force) in your forehead,

and in your hand, before you can buy or sell, If

Jesus were to go to the wholesale clothing dealer for

a gown, he would run against a snag,—" cannot sell

it to you; you must go to the retailer whom we pro-
tect."

Now all these chaotic conditions in the business,

political nnd religious worlds,—all this fussing,

fuming, fretting, worrying for money,— all this dross

and upheaval in spiritual affairs, is God's way of

getting people ready to receive his things. If the

people will not accept God's standard in religion,

business, and government, in a quiet, harmonious
way, he stirs them as a cook stirs her mush, and

has tumbled all their standards into a con-
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fused heap (Amos 3: 6) and they are helpless, (hen

the people will fool their dependence upon heaven

alone and will accept tho " kiugdom-of-henven

"

standard in all things. He often shook old Israel

out of his lap (Neh. 5: 13), until the people could

appreciate his standard, and marvel not if he is

shaking modern Israel a great deal, tumbling her

out of his lap until she will confess him as Lord of

this universe. These corrupted, enslaving standards

must go under, even if Jesus and his followers do

appear "a little off," or "beside themselves" to

blind selfishness. Brother, appropriate Matt. 'U:

4-2 and you will not get hurt in the shaking process.

THANKSGIVING THOUdHTS.

BY J. E. BLODOH.

: What I g"l"g

Should we not rejoice to-day that we live in a

country where the Chief Executive annually calls

upon the Christian people to meet in their respec-

tive places of worship in a special Thanksgiving ser-

vice? I trust there are but few who are unwilling

to yield obedience to " the powers that be," in this

one respect at least. No services could be more ap.

propriate. After enjoying God's blessings for a year

and gathering in the year's crops, do we not owe

special thanks to the Giver of these blessings? Per-

haps some may think because they have been bereft

of dear ones, or been afflicted, or suffered loss by

fire, storm or flood, they have nothing for which to

be thankful. Has any one suffered to the extent

that Job of old had?

Now let us see if we cannot think of many things

that should cause our hearts to overflow with thank-

fulness. Let us first consider the national bless-

ings. "We are practically at peace with the nations

abroad; no bugle's call or cannon's roar has been

heard within our borders; the bitter feeling between

the North and South, caused by the war of seces-

sion, is gradually dying out; the safety and property

of Americans in foreign countries are being looked

after; prosperity is returning; confidence

gained; our president is a God-fearing man;

joy religiouB liberty, freedom of speech and the

press; the good are protected and evil-doers are pun-

ished. Perhaps no other nation is blessed

reBpeets like our own free Columbia.

Next let us turn to the temporal blessings. Upon

the whole the year has been a favorable one. Sea-

sons for planting and reaping were propitious; most

crops are good, while some are extraordinary; prices

of farm and factory products are advancing; exports

are heavy; mills and factories are resuming work,

giving employment to willing laborers; money is

more plentiful; many mortgages will be lifted;

homes made more comfortable; and children educat-

ed, etc. How many reasons for thanksgiving!

Last, but by no means least, are the spiritual

blessings. These stand first in importance. I will

mention some blessings of the church. She is in

peace and union; thousands a;

borders are widening; she ow

publishing interests; her literature is improving; the

missionary spirit is growing; during the year there

were held more series of meetings, more ministerial

meetings, more Sunday schools, more Bible aud

prayer meetings; more Sunday school meetings,

more teachers' meetings, more missionary meetings,

more aid society meetings, more harvest and thanks-

giving ineetingB, more council-meetings, etc., than

in any previous year. Many churches were organ-

ized; many young and strong brethren were called

to the ministry and deaconship; many elders

ordained; more missionaries sent to India.

Smyrna, India aud European Missions were very

successful; the first members were baptized in Bui-

ear; more home missionaries and tract distributors

kept in the field; a good many new evangelist!

started out, etc. Now, who will say we have noth

nter hie

praise!" The next quei

to do in return for all these blessings?

We surely will not let this special Thanksgiving

Day pass without giving back to God a part of

what he has given us. This we can do in many

ways. There are many places where money is need-

We need a " Brethren's Home " and " Orphan-

' in Bulsar at once; meetinghouses in Wnsh-

on, Baltimore and Brooklyn; more money in the

hands of the " Home Mission Boards " as well as in

the "General Missionary aud Tract Committee's"

hands.

Then there are the starving millions in India and

Ireland, as well as many worthy needy ones in our

own neighborhoods. Perhaps some of our poor

ministers might be helped in preaching the Gospel

by giving them a buggy, a horse, a suit of clothes,

encyclopedia, a commentary, a Bible, or a barrel

of flour, a quarter of beef, a hog, or Thanksgiving

turkey. Many of our lay-members will never know

what it is to labor almost day and night to make

both ends meet, pay honeBt debtB, dress decently

and then get up new and interesting sermons for

Sunday beBideB. I sometimes think it would be

good if every lay-member would have to be preacher

at least one month. They would then learn to

sympathize with their poor ministers. Let us all

" remember the words of Jesus how he said, ' It is

more blessed to give than to receive.'
"

Manassas, Va.

THANKSOIVINQ.

BY EMMA OAKSTENSEN.

and the result is far from beiug what it should bB

,ve could read the record that is writtou in heav«u

that day I fear there would be less real thsuk,.

ing aud more real selfishness than we would be

prepared to acknowledge.

"When thou niakest a feast call not thy friend

or thy rich neighbors, but call the poor, the

mimed, the halt and the blind."

Johmlown, Pa.

An American heiress is said to have paid one i

lion dollars for a cigar-holder—that is she paid him

that much to become her husband. "We wonder

any of our young Bisters are going to marry cigar,

holders.

u.SERMON t DEPARTMENT.

THE SOURCE AND USB OF TEMPTATION AND OF

TRIAL.

for God c

" God sendelh them a worki:

lieve a lie."— I Thess. 2:11.

"Bring us not into temptatk

The word " temptation

the Scriptures, in the sen

of enticement. God neve

added to her; he

b and controls he

Thakksoiviko Day. is a day appointed by the

President of the United States for the people to give

thankB to God for fruitful seasons, for sunshine and

rain, for religious as well sb political liberty, in

Bhort for all the blessings we are continually receiv-

ing from His bountiful hand.

"When the Pilgrim Fathers came to this country

they had to encounter many difficulties. At a cer-

tain time, when things seemed unusually dark, they

appointed a day of prayer and fasting. There was

one brother who could look at the bright Bide of

things and he suggested that they count up thei

blessings instead of mourning over their misfortunes,

bo they turned it to a day of feasting. There

present Thanksgiving Day originated.

This day is usually observed by the member

the different churches who feel disposed to meet at

a previously-appointed place and have union serv-

ices. Some go to see, otheis to be seen. A few go

to hear, and some to be heard. "When

are over the sermon is forgotten and d:

important question.

The President's proclamation asks the people of

the different denominations to meet in their several

"Why is it that usually the peo-

ple of the different denominations meet in one place?

Is it because the occasion is unimportant that only

one congregation can be gathered together out of a

people that usually compose half a dozen or more

audiencee? It ought not to be so. The Scriptures

teach us not to forsake the assembling of ourselves

together and they also teach us to be obedient unto

the higher powers. By absenting ourselves from

the meeting on this day we disregard two commands.

Usually the cookB have no time to go to church on

Thanksgiving. Their services are required in the

kitchen. But it is just as important for the cooks

to worship as it is for the reapers.

When the people get home from church they sit

down with their friends to a table loaded with good

things, enough to satisfy ten poor childr

week and leave plenty to make a good Thanksgiving

dinner.

While this day is set apart as a day of rejoicing, it

is not necessary that we should go to extremes and

eat until even turkey itself does not taste good, thus

disgracing not only ourselves but also our Creator,

whom we profess to honor,

The evils of the day do not always end

of error, that they should be-

"—Matt. 6; 13.

is used in two Bene

of trial and in the sense

jver entices a man to do

but he does try men with evil, and with evil wc

era and evil surroundings. A trial operates from

without,—a temptation from within. The sphei

trial is as broad as the world. The sphere of reel

temptation is narrowed down to a man's heart, to a

man's lustB and desires. God never enters the heart

and entices a man, but he does operate upon 1

Burroundings and tries and testa every child of his,

We may be glad that we do not have the whole

world to watch, in order to keep away from tempts-

tion, It we watch the heart, we are safe from everj

form of trial, or o£ temptation that God will porinil

to come upon our lives.

We conclude, then, that God does tempt n

the sense of trying them. The very fact that God

created us and placed us in a world o£ sin, fall el

evil surroundings, proves that he had a purpose, aad

a good purpose, for sin, in the development of hi

people. " I form the light, and create darkness;

make peace and create evil; I am the Lord, that do-

eth all these things." Isaiah 45: 7.

The Lord creates evil not to tempt, in the se

"entice," but to tempt, in the sense of "trying"

en. "Lead ub not into temptation," has no mean.

_jg unless God doeB lead into temptation i

sense of trial. We feel too weak to be tried, betes

we ask him not to lead us into trial, and we have II

assurance that he neverwill try ub above what

are able to bear.

God will bring good out of evil to every child ot

his; he will bring glory out of evil to himself. »»

should not be discouraged because the world is W
of sin, because we are surrounded with evil on eve

side. God will uee it all to our good, and to 1

glory in the end. " The Lord hath put a lying spir-

it in the mouth of all these thy prophets." 1 Kiugj

22: 23,

Ahab wanted the message that the lying spit*

sent from God, brought to him. He had rejecW

God's chosen prophet and would not be satienw

ything short of 1

ing and longing to hav

sent him a working of e

he might believe a lie.

God will deal with us

way. las!-

s his own way, hence G»

:ror, a strong delusion, tin 1

1 Thess. 2: 11.

in the same way,

not conquer self. He does not entice us, but he do*

try us with evil spirits,—with lying

world is full of lying spirits and if we are lusting »

have our own way, the conflict will be a short 0*

The trial will show that we do not belong to Got

" And the Lord said unto Satan, Hast thou
]

ing for which to be thankful? 0, " let us enter his The evils of the day do not always end witn tne — , , ,

gates with thanksgiving and into his courts with I the day. Many eat much more than they ought to ne "aM in my y ..
, ,

v
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forth tbiue hand. . . . Behold he is in thine

band; only spare hiB life." Job 1: 8-2: 6.

God not only tempta men with evil, and with ly-

jiiw spirits, but with Satan himself in the Bense of

trying them. Every such trial leaves the true child

E God better and stronger. " Blessed is the man
tbnt endureth temptation." Only such as are God's

endure the tests that God will bring to try

m. " Count it all joy, my brethren, when ye fall

into manifold temptations." Every trial endured is
1

a blessing, even though it cost us many a groan, and

much of joy.

God never tempts a man in the Bense of enticing

jiim to evil. All enticements to evil come from our

own lusts. " Each man is tempted, when he is

drawn away by his own lust, and enticed." James

1:14.

God never puts evil into our hearts. He never

permits Satan to enter our hearts to tempt us to sin,

until we first begin to lust. If we will watch the

heart, no trial will prove strong enough to make us

fall.

If we think we are God's shildren and our hearts

ore full of lust, we deceive ourselves. The. deception

is made manifest by every outward trial that comes

upon us. We cannot stand before the outward

forms of evil but we are led into sin. The world

Hud the church ssy, "How sad to see such a man
fall," but he does not fall, he only showB when under

trials what he really is. He is a sinner and the tri-

al only manifests the sin he loves, the Bin he has

never been willing to give up, the lust he has never

conquered.

God never allows the trial to be strong enough to

cause one.who is keeping his heart with all diligence

to fall. 1 Cor. 10: 13. God governs and control:

the powers of darknes3 so as to protect his weakest

servant. The very gates of hell shall not prevail

against the least who are the Lord's alone. U
will govern our lusts, giving our hearts to God.

need fear no evil. Outward trials only help us to

know whether we belong to God or to Satan. If

we belong to the devil we will take every bait he of-

fers us, and go into every trap he sets for us, but if

we belong to God, no power can entice us to go into

God'B means of trial make his children better, but

not so is it with Satan's children, for every trial that

God brings, makes the devil's children worse.

This truth is illustrated by every Baloon, by every

bawdy house, by every opportunity to steal, to lie or

to murder, and by every opportunity to do evil.

A thousand dollars is left in a room without be-

ing guarded or locked. Would you go and steal the

money? You might think how easy you could get

it, but un'esa you are longing for an opportunity to

get something for nothing, you would not be tempt-

ed to Bteal the money. You would not steal the

money unless you are a thief at heart. If yon are a

thief at heart, the trial is too severe a test and it

leaves you a worse man than it found you, 'If you

have been a thief and have gained the victory for

God, the trial will only make you better and strong-

Just so it is with the brothel, the saloon and all

outward forms of temptation. Every time you are

brought face to face with any form of evil you are

made Btrouger, if a child of God, but weaker if a

child of the devil. Joseph stood the BevereBt out-

ward lest bee luse he had conquered lust. No per-

son who is lusting will be made better by outward

trial. God intends bis children to crucify lust and

then every form of trial will make them better.

Much of the teaching in our homes, schools and

churches is wrong on this subject of temptation.

Parents, teachers and preachers oflca try to keep

evil influences away; they try to build a wall of pro-

tection against all forms of evil. They lose Bight

of the power that is gained against every form of

evil by properly teacbiug and training the heart to

hate evil and Bin because it is evil, in their effort to

suppress sin and remove places of temptation.

Train the heart for God and the darker your sur-

roundings, the brighter will be your light. True

Caching makes a man look in,—not out,—for the

real source of evil. If a man governs his heart he

need fear no outward form of evil. "Blessed are

the pure in heart, for they shall see God."

-^THE + SUNDAY t SCHOOL-*

holy

LESSON LIOHT-FLASHBS.

Salutary Warnings.— i Peter 4: 1

Lisson for November jS.

In this lesson we have an exhortation to 1

lives. For this wo were made and unto this

were born. To live otherwise is to miss our purpose

in life, and end it in a failure. This none of us wish

to do. We are aU desirous to be and do something

in the world that will prova a blessiug to ourselves

and to others. To do this we must have some kind

of a rule to direct us into the way of right living.

Thia rule we have in the Scriptures. In them we
have set before us the highest possible standard of

life, and also the directions whereby wo may attain

unto this standard.

Our lesson opens with these words, "Forasmuch
then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh,

yourselves likewise with the same mind: for he that

hath Buffered in the flesh hath ceased fron

The evident truth is that Christ, by suffering

flesh Binned not. He overcame sin by refusing the

temptations, and this refusing brought paiu to the

flesh. The fleshly desires were not indulged and be-

cause of this they cried out in rebellion. Christ

avoided sin in denyicg the lusts of the flesh. A
life of eia leads to pain and death, and as all men
were leading lives of sin, they we'e doomed to death,

both physical and spiritual. That man might be

saved from this death, Christ came into the world to

live a perfect life and get before men and women a

perfect standard, which, if followed, would avoid

the results of sin, and thus man may be perfect as he

is perfect. In this verse he shows us how we may
avoid the power of sin, and develop towards the per-

fect standard. "Arm yourselves likewise with the

same mind." "We are to arm ourselves with the

same kind of a mind that Jesus had. And as we learn

to do this, we cease from sinning, because, when we

ore willing to sacrifice and suffer in the flesh, by de-

nying ourselves of the cravings of the flesh, we do

not ein. We can never bo sinning when we are do-

ing and suffering for Christ's sake, as in doing this

we are acting out the mind of Christ.

To illustrate, while we are living in sin, we form

bad habits. Our tastes and desires are led to wrong

and hurtful things. And though tho continued in-

dulging in them leads to Bin and death, yet the flesh

craves them, and to leave off their use eft- indulgence

in them, at first causes pain but in the denial, in the

end, brings peace and happiness. But if we are to

have this, we must -cease using and endure the pain

and sacrifice, whatever that may be, In doing this

we cease sinning, because we have armed ourselves

with a mind like unto the Christ mind.

We can never be as was Christ, because he never

sinned. We have sinned,— all of us,—we were born

in sin. Therefore, ns we partake of the mind of

Christ, we cease sinning. When we consider the

possibilities that have been given us through the

sacrifice and suffering of Christ, our greatest desire

should be to become like him that we may take on

the relation and enjoy the fellowship.

We should not only do this, but should do it soon.

No more of our time should we give to the lusts of

the flesh. Too much of our time has already been

spent in this way. Sin grows on us, and the longer

it lives and rules in our hearts, the stronger it grows,

and our wilte to overcome it get correspondingly

weaker. So, we have no time to waste in Bin. De-

lays in getting free from it are dangerous and may

end in loss and ruin.

About this, the apostle says: "For the time past

of our life may suffice us to have wrought the will of

the Gentiles, when we walked in lasciviousnesB,

lusts, excess of wine, revellings, banquetings, and

abominable idolatries." Doing the will of the Gen-

tiles here means the will and lusts of tbe flesh,—for

they did,—and so did all Christians before they

armed themselves with the mind of Christ,—by be-

g born again and becoming new creatureB in

Christ Jesus. All the things hero named belong to

the fteshi and as long as we are walking in tho flesh,

our minds are after these things. Therefora the

apostle warns us that the time we had been living in

sin, before our conversion, was enough to waste in

this way, and those of us who have accepted Christ,

by profession, should a'so be with him in -mind.

The time wasted on the flesh and in sin is sufficient,

—too much,— as we ara not only to cease from sin,

but we are now to live so that, if possible, we may
redeem the time, or some of it, that was loBt.

It is very true as the apostle eaid, there will be

some who will think Btrr.nge, if we no more run

with them in their sinful excesses. This has always

been so, and will so continue. But this should not

deter us from our better purposes, and from carrying

out tho resolutions we have made, to live the better

life. Let them speak evil against you if they will,

—

remember that they, as well as we, shall give an ac-

count to him that is ready to judge the quick and

the dead.

For this purpose the Gospel was, and is still,

preached to tho dead (in sin) as well as to the quick

—those who are alive (in Christ) that they might be

judged according to men living in the Hesh, but

whoae lives are after God in the spirit.

The evident meaning is, the Gospel is preached to

all, to prepare men and women to live and prepare

for the judgment, bo that, when the time for judg-

ment comes, tiod may judge all,— both tho quick

(those who are spiritually alive), and the dead

(thoEe who are spiritually dead). Are we being

benefited by this preaching? n. b. b.

SERMON OUTLINE.

THE LORD'S PRAYER.-Matt. 6: 9-13.

In Three Parts.—Part One.

When a man gets the spirit of this prayer into his prayer,

though he docs not get its form, he comes nearer praying

"after tbis'manncr" than the man who uses the exact words

and fails to get its spirit. Our Brethren seek to keep the spir-

it of the prayer by keeping its form constantly before the

mind. This is good and I am glad that we so use the prayer,

but we should be on oti"* guard lest it become a mere matter

Tlvs prayer contains three leading thoughts, viz., reverence,

submission and dependence, that should be found in cvoy

prayer.

1. Reverence. We are an irrcvcicut pcop e, perhap.-, be-

cause our free institutions foster a spirit of independence. Ir-

reverence is cultivated at home and in the school-room be-

cause children arc not made to respect the authority of par-

ents and of teachers. They lose reverence for all authority,

when Ihcygrow into manhood because of loose home training.

j God I

1. Who he is,—"Our Father."

2. Where he dwells,—"Which art in heaven

3. What he is—"Hallowed by thy name."

. To his word because

1

.

It is given by *' Our Father."

2. lie dwells "in heaven."

3. He is holy,—" Hallowed be thy name."

, To his church because

1. It was established by " Our Father."

. He 'in h".

It is God's church.--" hallowed be thy na

OUR PRAYER MEETING-.

LESSONS FROM THE PRODIGAL SON,

For Thursday Evening, Nov. 25,

Luke 15: n-32.

I. Conviction.— Luke 15: 17.

1. Came to himself.

2. He fully realized his degraded condition.

II. Contrition.—Luke 15: 19.

1. He feels no more worthy to be a son.

2. Willing to be a hired servant.

III. Confession.—Luke 15: 18.

1. "I have sinned."

2. Willingness to acknowledge all his guilt.

IV. Conversion—Luke is: 20.

2. He was restored to full favor.
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OUR MISSIONARY READING CIRCLE.

Course of Reading.

;;
CrliUolHliilom.y cloth, I1.04; pnpor. . . .

SECOND I EAR.

"Tbo Seven Laws of Teaching," cloth

THIRD 11-:Ail.

" Dlfloe Enterprise ol MlaaloDi," cloth

•(..lit ( K..M-M Marll ,r„" ,1 .III

'00 THY WAY."

Cci thy way, but let that way

Be ever worth the going;

Know thy way, and never stray

In ways not worth the knowing;

Leave the way that goes astray,

And seek a better pith,

Straight and narrow all the way,

To realms unknown to sin and wrath,

Thus "go thy way,"

-Clark \V. Bryan, in February Good Housekeeping.

SOUL HARVESTING IN THE SUNDAY SCHOOL.

Soul-harvesting should be the aim of every

Sunday school worker. When God, in his great

love and pity for mankind, sent his beloved Son to

this world, it was that we might be saved. Jesus

has finished his part of the work, and has commit-

ted a part to us. He is our example, and our best

effort must be made to follow him. He said, "I

came not to fudge the world, but to save the world."

Neither are we here to judge, but to save,

Unless we are watchful, we may be found judg-

ing more readily than striving to save. It is easier

to criticise and find fault with people, than to try

to save them. We would like to have a good Sun-

day school, and might so far forget our object, that

we want only good people in it, in which case there

would be but little work to do. "They that are

whole, need not a physician, but they that are sick."

We must gather in those who most need to be

taught. When the harvest is ripe, how many
sheaves can we bring? Before we gather a harvest,

there is a sowing time,—a time of faithful, daily

toiling, and that time is now. The field is the

world, but the particular part to which we give at-

tention now, is the Sunday school. Here are chil-

dren from the different homes in the community,

different in many ways,—a motley company, in-

deed. So many homes are destitute of instruction

in God's Word, both by precept and example. We
bring these children into the Sunday school, not

only that they may be entertained, but instructed

in the Word of God.

To make this teaching impressive, we, ourselves,

must live it, in the presence of the class, and in the

home. In all of these ways we must sow this seed

of truth. The soil may be rough, but we must
sow. The thorns may choke, but we must sow.

The stones may hinder growth, but we must sow,

God will see to it that some of the seed falls on
good soil, that he may have a harvest, for his word
shall not return unto him void. We must sow be-

side all waters, in the morning, and in the evening,

for we know not which shall prosper.

It is a mistake for us to excuse ourselves from
sawing on account of poor soil. It is not for us to

say that that boy or that girl is not teachable. It

is ours to teach, taking care of what seems to be

the most unpromising soil. From such, sometimes,

there comes an abundant yield of luscious fruit,

while, occasionally, from the most promising plants,

comes bitter, bitter fruit,

There is much discouragement in this work,

While you are earnestly and prayerfully teaching

your class, one may accept the truth, heed the call,

turn to God for salvation, while others refuse to

hear, spurn your loving advice, and trample upon

your most cherished hopes. So it was when Jesus

taught. Some believed, while others mocked.

Like him, let us persevere amid the opposition,

When we remember that one soul is of more value

than the whole world, we are encouraged to go on

sowing and cultivating, praying and waiting for the

joyful time when those we love, and in whom we
are so deeply interested, will give their hearts to

God. Well may we labor and pray and wait, if we
can win souls to God and save them from destruc-

tion. The evil one finds so many ways of luring

them away from the good, that we dare not relax

our efforts, nor grow weary in the conflict.

We sing, " I would be of use to thee." Now,

whatever is of use, is gradually wearing away, and

is finally consumed. Are we willing to be used in

this way? More willing, perhaps, to be used in

business, to get worldly gain, than to be used in

service for the Master.

Toa many people are wholly given up to work

that has nothing of God in it. However, there

are many faithful, earnest, self-sacrificing toilers in

the vineyard of the Lord,—some of whom the world

is not worthy, who are giving themselves wholly to

the work of saving souls, who are really being used

in this cause. Many secret prayers are offered,

and many deeds of kindness done that souls may
be brought to Christ. Bitter tears flow, and aching

hearts bleed, because loved ones are going into sin.

O, what shall the harvest be? When all of this

conflict is over, and we reach the throne of God,

may we not hope to find many for whom we prayed

and labored, among the saved?

This is a very busy world. Every day brings its

overflow of work to each of us. What is it (hat so

occupies our time? How little time is really spent

on soul-saving! We know that if we gain the whole

world, and lose the soul, it is a total loss, for death

separates us entirely from our worldly possessions,

and, if the soul is lost, what have we? Nothing,

nothing! How many trifle away this life, gaining a

very small portion of the world, losing their own
soul, and causing the souls of others to be lost?

There is too little concern about our fellow men.

Human souls do seem so cheap, and sometimes

dwell in such unsightly bodies, that we shudder,

and pass them by, afraid of the contact, There are

our brothers and our sisters, and God is waiting for

you and me, to go to them, and bring them to him.

Will we do it? Christ himself associated with pub-

licans and sinners, not because he enjoye'i their

company, but that he might save them.

If a soul is worth more than all this world, shall

we not wake up and strive earnestly to save them?

We must use tact in this work. One person may
be driven away by that which would win another.

God has promised the needed wisdom, so we must

look to him for help and guidance. Seed-time will

not always last. For some of us it may be very

short. Shall we go with empty hands when there

is so much to bring?

The successful farmer does not sit with folded

hands during the seed time, and then expect to

reap a bountiful harvest. He well knows that ear-

nest, industrious toiling comes first. We must en-

dure hardships, buffetings, scoffings, and unkind

treatment, for the sake of those who arc going

astray. It is bitter sorrow to receive unkindness

from those who should give only love and good-

ness. Such sorrow Christ knew, and if he is still a
" man of sorrow, and acquainted with grief," he

must be pained to see the ingratitude of his crea-

tures here on earth,

Let us help him in this work of saving souls, and

one of the best ways of doing this is to gather the

young people into the Sunday school, and instruct

them in the ways of the Lord. Young minds

more susceptible to truth than older ones, and ;i U;

question needs no argument that the young ought

to be led to Christ, The Sunday school affords

blessed opportunity for this work, and gives em-

ployment to those who are glad to do something

for him who has done so much for tbem. It should

be a pleasure to bring others into this blessed rela.

tionship to Christ, What nobler aim could v.-;

have than this?

" Then sow; for the hours are Heeling,

And the seed must fall to-day;

And care not what hands shall reap it.

Nor, if you shall have passed away
Before the waving cornfields

Shall gladden the sunny day."

Sow, even if the field is stony, and thorns pierce

and floods and drouth threaten. God will take

care of the seed, and from the Sunday school?, all

over this land, shall come such recruits as shall

swell the ranks of God's army, and help in the

great conflict against sin. "They that sow in tears,

shall reap in joy. He that goeth forth and weep,

eth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come

again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him."

By and by the Lord of the harvest will say, " It is

enough. Thrust in thy sickle and reap, for the har-

vest of the earth is ripe." May we go hence with

joy and gladness, because we may bring some

sheaves for the garner on high, and participate

the glorious harvest home over there.

Huntingdon, Pa,

GOOD ADVICE FOR YOUNG MEN.

" I attribute my success in life," said C. P.

Huntington, the railroad magnate, the other day,

" to the fact that I never spent any time watching

clocks, I was born on a farm. As a boy, I ob-

served that the man who was always on the look-

out to see if it is not time to quit, never made any

headway. When I was at work, I never paid any

attention to the time, I kept at the particula

thing I was doing until I had finished it, The mai

who will stop in the middle of a row, and thros

down his hoe, simply because six o'clock has ar

rived, is not worth his salt. I have made it a ruli

of my life to promote my employees who do not

work with their eyes on the clock, I have found it

to be a pretty good rule, too."

Most gossip Ts simply idle and thoughtle;

Many folks talk about their neighbors becaui

their minds are so empty that they have nothing

else to talk about. They do not mean to be cruel

or unkind; but they have got into the habit of al-

lowing their tongues to wag, and they do not know

how to break it off. Some gossipers, however, are

consciously malignant. Their definite purpose is

to do harm, 'Nothing pleases them so much a

blast a reputation. Neither man nor woman if

empt from their venomous assaults, On the slight-

est pretext, and often without any pretext, they

set afloat scandalous rumors concerning people

that are as innocent as angels. For such evil-do-

ers, Satan ought fairly to reserve the hottest corner

in the lake of fire.

Keep your sorrows to yourself. They are too sa-

ed to be put on exhibition. The world is very

busy with its own affairs, and, instead of sympa-

thizing with you, will simply laugh at you for being

weak enough to indulge in moans and outcries.

There is dignity in reticence, If you must* talk, let

it be only to the chosen ones of your heart. Some

things ought never to be mentioned to a human

soul, Over all family differences and misunder*

standings, a veil oE absolute secrecy should b«

thrown. The man who opens his lips to speak

a word about his wife's shortcomings, deserves con-

tempt; and the wife who is so thoughtless as to

subtract by her careless speech, from her husbands

reputation, is not to be praised.

—

C- Advocate,
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The minister who sits around waiting foi

the Mission Board to find a place for him, is

not the preacher the Board is looking for.

We would not give much for the minister

who preaches missionary sermons, and then
will not go a few miles from his own home to

preach to those who are yet in darkness.

NOTES FROM THE CHICAQO MISSION.

—After an absence of four weeks, conduct-
ing meetings elsewhere, Bro. W. R. Miller, our
minister, has again resumed his labors here.

During his absence, Bro. P. B. Fitzwater, of

Sheldon, Iowa, spent one Lord's Day
preaching three practical sermons. He says
his visit to the mission has given him
spiration for the Master's work. This should
be the result of all our mingling together.

Other appointments were filled by Bro. E, B.

HofT, of the Chicago University, and Dr. Geo.
Van Dyke, who is at present in charge of the

dispensary. The Doctor's family is now with

us too. We welcome all workers to the Chica-

go field,

—The Lord has wonderfully blessed us in

meeting the increased expenses attending the

approach of cold weather. Already di

of clothing are coming in to "tern

to ihe shorn lamb." May these self-sacrificing

ones be richly blessed in lending to the Lord!
" He that hath pity upon the poor, lendeth unto

the Lord, and that which he hath given will he

pay him again." While we give temporal re-

lief, we want to help morally and spiritually.

To this end we ask a special interest in the

prayers of God's people. On the 14th inst.

we bsgin a series of meetings conducted by
our elder, Bro. Simon K. Yundt, of Mt, Morris.

May God's name be glorified, by souls accept-

ing Christ as their Savior!

—One of our most interesting classes in the

industrial work is composed of girls who do
not attend any of our religious services regu-

larly. Of this number, some have been com-
ing for three years. It is only recently that

they have become specially interested in Bible

study, which we have occasionally had along

with the hand work. Prejudice being slowly

removed, their hearts and minds seem better

prepared to accept the truth. One of them re-

marked at a recent meeting, in her own frank

way, "I used to think this kneeling in prayer,

plain dress, and many other things was so sil-

ly of you people, but I am beginning to think

it is all right." In regard to baptism, she re-

marked, " I think it is the right way, but why
do not n'i do it?" As a mark that they are

little workers for the Master, studying his

Word, and doing good to the needy (the latter

being a recent resolution ot their own, they not

being of the poorer class), they concluded that

each one must wear a badge. With this earn-

est request tliey came to us at the close of our

recitation. The hour being late, we put them
off by saying, "Come nest week and we will

tell you what the Bible says about badges."

This lough for them and more time
was spent in talking and reading. We then
separated to think over the matter for one
week, one of them remarking, "

I just know
you'll make us not want them." At the next
meeting the subject was brought up again. It

was discufised freely by all. We told them
what Jesus said, " By this shall all men know
that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to

another." They finally agreed to let the mat-
ter entirely with us. After some thought, we
concluded that a very appropriate sign of lit-

tle workers would be a Bible, each one to come
on Thursday afternoon, carrying it under her
arm, each girl to have a pencil attached to the
Bible, to be freely used in naming the chapters
and in marking passages. This was a happy
conclusion for the girls. As they left the door,
last Thursday evening, they said, "It is all

right now; we don't want the badges." We
are now reading the book of Genesis with
them, having had the first twelve chapters.
As each one reads aloud a chapter, we talk
over the leading characters and lessons con-
tained therein.

—Of a class of girls that come on Monday
afternoon, a half dozen of them live five miles
off. They were made acquainted with our
work through one of our little sisters who lives

in that neighborhood. These girls are so
grateful for what they arc learning at sewing
school. One of them, having made three quilt

tops, is now completing her first garment,—

a

winter dress. She wanted to learn how to

make a dress. She will pay in part for the
material and for the balance she will help put
the mission room in order after sewing. The
little sister, referred to, is at present caring for

four younger children, the youngest not yet a
year old, while her mother is from home two
weeks, caring for a sick woman. During this

time she cannot come to Sunday school and
church, and this is a great sacrifice for the lit-

tle sister. She is a little missionary and loves

to attend all means of grace. "I was glad when
they said unto me, Let us go into the house of

the Lord," should be the experience of every
child of His.

660 S. Ashland Ave.
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eported at Higginsville

Bro, W. A. Walker is now engaged m a series

of meetings at Sha'psburg, Md.

In this issue will be found the report of the mis-

ion receipts for the month of October.

Bko. Daniel Shivbly is to commence a series of

neetiogs in the Wabash church, Ind., Nov. z6.

Bro, S. C. Holsinger is engaged in a series of

neetings at Booth, Kans,, with a good interest.

Bro. Geo. L. Studebaker should now be ad-

dressed at 1011 East Adams Street, Muncie, Ind.

Bro. P. S. Miller, we learn, is engaged in an it

teresting series of meetings at Charleston, W. Va.

Remember that the short articles for the Christ-

mas issue should not contain over four hundred

Bro. C. L. Wilson recently closed a series of

meetings in the Sand Ridge church, Ohio, with six

A correspondent mentions a young brother who
quit using coffee, in order to give something to the

A recent series of meetings, at Mt. Vernon, Va.,

onducted by Bro. Peter Garber, resulted in eight

ccessions to the church.

Bro. M. T. Baer represents Middle Missouri on
the Standing Committee. The District sends sev-

eral queries to the Annual Meeting,

Bro. John Harshbargbr, of Jeffersonville, III,, is

booked for a series of meetings in the Sterling

church, commencing some time in December.

On the evening of Nov. 7, Bro. Peter Stuckman
closed a series of meetings in the Salem house,

Bethel church, Ind., with twenty-four additions.

Bbo. J. G. Rover, after visiting 6ve churches ii

Iowa, returned to the Mount last Monday. Hi
last service was in Cedar Rapids. He reports

i

very cujoyable visit among the Brethren.

Fro lissionaries we have a communication
written near Southampton, Eogland, Nov, 2 So
far, the voyage had been very pleasant. All of

them had their experience at seasickness, save

Bro. McCann. The communication, which is writ-

ten by Bro. McCann, will appear in our next issue,

Bro. H. A. Stahl, when last heard from, w
Ord, Pa , in the midst of a series of meetings,

ten baptized, and the good work still going on.

Bro. D. B. Gibson is meeting with much encou

agement in his series of meetings in Decatur, th

State. So far, twelve h:v£ te n received by confe

Bro Enoch Eby is now in his seventieth yea

and still he is hard at work in the Master's caus-

He does more preaching Than many ministers woul

think of doing at fifty,

Bro. Amick and wife spent the first Sunday of

the monlh with the Brethren at Harlan, Iowa.

They found the members in a cheerful condition,

and report a very enjoyable visit.

A love feast will be held in the Falls City

church, Nebr, Dec. 13, commencing at 2 P. M.

Somehow, we failed to get this notice before, and

so make the announcement here.

Bro. Israel Cripe is the District evangelist for

the Middle District of Missouri. His work is im-

portant, and we trust he will be the means of build-

ing up several new congregations.

A series of meetings in the northern part of the

Woodland church, Illinois, resulted in ten acces-

sions by confession and baptism, making nineteen

additions to that church since last spring,

Bro. Heistand is now in the midst of an interest-

ing series of meetings in Anderson, Ind , and the

prospects of an awakening are encouraging. Last

Saturday was the time set for their feast.

Hereafter, Bro. Ira P, Eby, of Laforge, Mo

,

should be addressed at Ferrenburg, New Madrid

Co., same State, This is a new post office, near

which a number of the Brethren live.

Bro. Gorman Heeter writes us that the autlook

for the Lord's cause, in Huntington, Ind., is quite

encouraging. The Sunday school, prayer meeting?,

and preaching seivices are all well attended.

Bro, Samuel S. Barklow, of Oregon, has been in

very poor health for some months, He was anoint-

ed a few weeks ago. He earnestly craves an inter-

est in the prayers of the brethren and sisters.

It is said that President McKinley
an average of sixty begging letters a day, People

from all parts of the country write him for aid. In

one day, the total amount asked for amounted to

$25,000.

Elsewhere in this issue, we are told how the

home talent, at the Bethel church, Va„ succeeded

in reviving the interest, and were the means of

brioging fifteen into the church, ten by

and five restored.

A series of meetings, held by Bro, L, T. Hol-

singer, in the Upper Deer Creek church, Cass Coun-

ty, Ind,, resulted in twenty-eight accessions. Two
were restored, and the rest were received by con-

fession and baptism.

There are more stars than can be counted, so

says the Sacred Record, The number, however,

shown on the English and German photograph

charts, is about 68 cco.ooo. There are many more

not yet photographed.

We would like to see more liberal contributions

to the Messenger Poor Fund. See report of this

fund on page 743. Hundreds of poor people

ought to have the paper, and they can get it only

by others helping them.

We have just published the best book catalogue

that has yet appeared in the Brotherhood. You
can have it by asking for it. It will, however, be

mailed to all those who have renewed their sub-

scription without the asking. They will receive it

inside of a few days. Along with the Almanac, it

goes free to every subscriber to the Gospel Mes-

senger,

Bro. Edmund Forney and wife, of Polo, this

State, have arranged to start to California about

the first of December, and, until further notice,

should be addressed at Lordsburg. They may
spend a year traveling on the Pacific Coast,

.The Christian Cynosure says, that, according to

the Chicago police records, i.^co people have mys-
teriously disappeared in that city, since May I,

1897. This is a startling report, and shows one
phase of the great wickedness there is in the large

city.

We are now prepared to fill orders for Peloubet's

Select Notes, on the International Lessons for 189S.

This work is so well known, that it needs no ipecial

description. In every respect, the present volume
is equal to any of the former volumes. Price, Si 05.

Send in ycur orders early.

On another page, this week, will be found an

excellent article on Thanksgiving, by Bro. J. E.

Blough. It is timely, and just at this time deserves

a careful reading, We feel confident that it will do
good. Our next is'ue will contain a few communi-
cations treating the subject from other standpoints.

Bro. D. L. Miller was with the Breth:

Cerrogordo, this State, the first Sunday in th

month. He was at home a short time last week
and then started to Union, Ohio, where he is ti

spend some days, preaching at the Salem church

He is booked for several other points in the Stat

before his return.

at

We had intended to bring out our doctrinal issue

next week, so as to have it appear about Thanks-

giving, but, owing to unavoidable delays, we are

compelled to defer it one week. Our purpose is

now to have it in the hands of our readers the week
after Thanksgiving. They will find it a fine issue.

Fifiy thousand copies are to be run,

When the emperor threatened Chrysostom with

exile, if he remained a Christian, the latter re-

plied, " Thou canst not; the world is my Father's

housel" "But I will slay thee." "Thou canst

not, my life is hid with God! " " I will take away
thy treasures." "Thou canst not; they are in heav-

en!" " I will separate theefrom thy friends." "I

have a Friend from whom nothing can separate me.

I defy thee!"

One day last week, we drew from the pigeon

hole, for examination, the articles intended for the

doctrinal issue. There were twenty-nine in all, and

a finer batch of articles never came to our desk.

We shall not be able to find space for all of them in

the one issue, but we shall fill the paper with the

best of them, and, in a few instances, it is hard to

tell which is the best, The remainder will appear

in other issu°s, and will make excellent reading.

There is at the Old People's Home, in Mexico,

Ind., a young crippled brother, who cannot walk,

and, probably, never will. His name is Frank Hen-
derson. He spends most of his time writing, and

sending t'acts and papers to those he desirts

to win to Christ. It is suggested that some of

our readers might feel like sending him some
stamp?, traces, etc, If they do, send them to Bro.

Frank Fisher, Mexico, Ind., who will see that he

gets them. We understand that the young brother

will make a wise use of them.

One of our elders in the East is in the habit of

giving a Hymn Book to each member that unites

with the congregation over which the Holy Ghost

has made him overseer. He sends us an order for

four dozen books, saying, that, during the last year,

forty-four were received into the church, and that

he must keep up his custom of giving each one a

book, This he does on Thanksgiving, or New
Year's Day. A few more elders like him would

make a good demand for Hymn Books, As one

good turn deserves another, the forty- four new
members will know how to hold up the hands of

their elder in his earnest efforts to preach the Gos-

pel and care for his Master's flock.
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President McKiNLEYjias issued his proclama-

tion, designating Nov. 25 as the National

Thanksgiving. L-t us, on that day, meet and wor-

ship the God of heaven, thank him for the many
things we enjoy, and rejoice that we live in a land

where the Great Ruler of the universe is recogniz-.d

by the government, and where we are permitted to

worship him without any fear of molestation.

There seems to be a great demand for careful

doctrinal preaching, especially at the isolated

points, We hear of one place where the members
hive urged the ministers to preach some good doc-

trinal :ermons. They would like their neighbors

and their children to hear the doctrine of the New
Testament well explained, It is also stated that

the ministers have not complied with the request of

the members. This is unfortunate, Timothy was

told to give attention to doctrine, and that is what

all of our ministers should do, Along with their

other work, they should make doctrine a study, so

as to be fully prepared to both teach and defend

it. We also suggest that there be a doctrinal class

in all the Bible schools held in the different parts

of the Brotherhood. While we do not want to

overdo the doctrine, still we do not want to neglect

it. But by all means ought we to teach it in the

Bible School', so as to prepare our young minis-

ters for that kind of work. The doctrine is (he

framework of the Brethren church, and to neglect

this is to weaken the church, and render it unpre

pared for the great work the Lord has entrusted to

When Abraham Lincoln called for volunteers to

defend the cause of the union, he wanted men that

were sound in body and mind. Great results hung

upon the issue. The soldier must be sound in his

mouth,—must have his front teeth. He must not

be crippled in his arms or hands, especially, in the

right hand. He must have a good, strong back,—be

able to sland upright. He must not be lame in his

feet. In short, he must be sound internally and

externally. He must not only believe in the union

of the States, but he must be both able and willing

to fight in defense of the Federal Government.

Gsd has issued a call for just such volunteers, spir-

itually speaking. He has found an able Captain,

one that will lead to victory every time,—Jesus

our Lord. He wants men that have the cause of

souls at heart. Men that are in sympathy with the

good government of the kingdom. Men that are

loyal to its laws,—the Gospel. Men that are

sound in their mouth, whose tongues are not slow

to speak the truth as revealed in Jesus. Men whose

hands are able to handle the Sword of the Spirit

and the shield of faith. Men who are strong in

their loins, because they are wrapped up in the

truth. Men whose limbs are not hampered by big-

otry and superstition, but whose feet are shod with

the preparation of the Gospel of peace. Then he

wants men whose ears are sound, being able to hear

clearly the word of command.

means with which the Lord has so abundantly

blessed us. We suggest that a collection be taken

up at all of our Thanksgiving meetings. Among
the causes that should be remembered on that oc-

casion, we name the following:

The World-wide Mission. Donations for this

fund will be used in preaching the Gospel wherev-

er the General Mission Board may deem best, in

Asia Minor, India, Denmark, Sweden, or in the

United States.

The Smyrna Orphanage. Bro. Fercken now has

twenty-five orphans in the institution under his

care, and it should be well supported.

The India Orphanage. It has been found neces-

sary to open up an orphanage in India, to aid in

caring for the thousands of destitute children in

that country.

The Messenger Poor Fund. Money given for

this purpose will be used in sending the Messen-

ger to the poor, at the rate of one dollar a year.

We have hundreds of poor members who are not

able to pay for the paper, and, by tliis means, we

are able to aid them.

Contributions for any, or all, of these causes, will

be quite appropriate on Thanksgiving. Then there

may be many members who will not have the privi-

lege of attending services on that day. They can

send the :

r contributions direct to us. We hope to

have a liberal response to this Thanksgiving call.

All contributions will be acknowledged in the Mes-

senger,

THANKSaiVtNU OFFERING.

November 25 is the day set apart by the Presi-

dent of the United Spates, for the people of this

country to assemble in their usual places of wor

ship,, and give thanks to the Great Father for the

blessings and comforts we have been permitted to

enjoy during the past year. While it has been a

year of great suffering in some other lands, on ac-

count of wars, famine, and pestilences, the people

of the United States have been wonderfully fa-

vored. We are at peace with all the world, we

have plenty on which to live, and even some to

spare. We enjoy religious liberties unparalleled in

the world, and surely we ought to be thankful. It

is to be hoped that the Brethren everywhere will

assemble in their places of worship, and render to

the Lord ths thanks dus his holy name.

And when we thus assemble, let us not fail to re-

member those who are not favored as we are. We
can do them good by contributing freely of the

A SUNDAY IN MALMO.

tripWhile in Malmo, Sweden, during

through the Eastern world, one Sunday morning,

having no place of worship to attend, we sauntered

out through the city, that we might see what the

people were doing, and how their Sabbath was

kept, The morning was unusually pleasant, and

the groves along the seaside were ringing with the

music of b'rds, and, occasionally, we heard the lash

of oars on the fisherman's boat, as he was returning

homeward with his early morning catch, Here

and there were to be met, on the walks among the

large trees, the promenader, who, like ourself, was

out to take in and enjoy the fresh breezes, as they

were wafted from off the ocean wave.

After thus strolling along, for a half hour or

more, we turned away from the tempting walk into

a street leading directly into the heart of the city.

As we passed along, many of the business houses

were open for trade, and the wheels of the industries

seemed to be in full activity. As yet, we saw

no special signs of the quiet of the Lord's Day,

Still there was something in the passer-by, an occa-

sional expression, that seemed to say, "This is the

Lord's Day; let us keep silence before him." Per-

haps it was only our own feeling, and the strange-

ness we everywhere saw, that gave a sense of peace

and quiet to the surroundings. Such feelings do

alone, without seeing a single familiar face, or hear-

ing a word that enkindles a responsive feeling.

But onward we v/cnt, and the streets began to fill

with women, interspersed with an occasional one of

the other sex. The thought came to us that they

were going to some kind of a gathering, and we de-

cided to see where it would be. So we got into the

current and drifted along. After awhile we heard

the' chiming of bells, and then v/e saw a large but

ancient-looking church, with wide-open door,

through which the people were passing into the

sanctuary.

When in a foreign land, and among strangers,

you are always glad to enter a place of worship. If

there is safety and kinship anywhere, it ought to

be in the Lord's house,—and so we entered in.

The seats were already filled, or nearly so, and

those vacant, perhaps engaged, at least no one was

'ited to occupy,—not the American stran-

ger.

We stood well back towards the entrance, and we
accepted the situation gladly, because our mission

on that particular morning was to see, and nowhere
else could we have had a better opportunity. We
were not alone in this position of worship, as it is a

very common thing in eastern churches, for a good-

ly part of the congregation to stand during the en-

tire service.

The minister occupied a small, but elevated pul-

pit, well nigh the center, from which he announced
hymns, did hie Bible reading and preaching, though

there was a large and finely-finished pulpit at the

rear end of the room.

All the services were in the Swedish language,

and were unintelligible to us, except what we caught

from the expression of the uplifted faces, and the

occasional falling tear. This is language, though

in silence spoken, that tells upon the heart,—and

we worshiped there.

The minister, or priest, was a godly-looking man.

His words were soft and tender, and they seemed

to be falling into well cultivated soil. What he

said, we knew not, except the Christ, which was

full of sweetness to our hungry soul.

But what about the congregation?—you may eaki

Well,—it was peculiar. If not so, there was, at

least, a strangeness about it that attracted our at-

tention. First, the bulk of it were women, and

rather aged. Not many,—only a few,—of the class

we call "young folks." Where the young girls

were, we did not learn, but they were not at church,

in proportion to the more aged ones. The where-

abouts of the young men we learned later on.

The services, perhaps, were more especially in-

tended for women,

—

so we thought,—but found out

why, afterwards. It is a little after this fashion in

some of our town and city home churches, but the

difference is not so marked here as it was there.

On our return to our stopping place we came in

contact with regiment after regiment of soldiers on

parade. These were all boys and young men from

sixteen and upward. No religious provisions are

made for these, save that they are baptized when

infants, and schooled as children. They then go to

the army, and are graduated in military tactics.

After this, they are confirmed as church members,

;.nd take the sacraments once. Then they either

return to the army as a life profession, or go into

business. In either case, their religion is neglect-

ed, and they cease going to church.

This solves our mystery about the young men

and the older ones not being at church. As to the

absence of the girls, we were given a reason, but

shall not give it here.

As we stood in this church, and looked over the

assemblage, we were made to think, how little, aft-

er all, the world knows about Christ. Then we

thought, how great are our advantages over the

people of the Eastern worldl The lamps of the

Christ religion are still there, but the oil and fire of

the Spirit have been removed, and a thick cloud of

spiritual darkness hangs over the minds and hearts

of the people.

On our going from this service, our musings

were, What can be done for this people? There

seems to be a reaching out for the better life, but

there are so many things in the way, that it will be

exceedingly difficult to introduce primitive Chris-

tianity among them, as a whole.

The religion of Jesus Christ is all right, and

adapted to their wants, but the trouble will be to

get themselves and their environments adapted to

the conditions of the Gospel.

We penned these thoughts because of a little cir-

cumstance that led us to think about our visit to

Malmo, and our people who are living there.
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QUERISTS' DEPARTMBNT.

Why not accuse other denominations of selfish-

ness because they will not permit the unconverted

to commune with them? Why not accuse a few of

the large denominations as being selfish because

they restrict the Communion to the immersed?

We restrict it to those who in faith keep the ordi-

nances as they are set forth in the New Testament.

Why must we be considered selfish and not others?

Why not accuse Jesus of selfishness because he

taught, " He that belicvcth, and is baptized shall

be saved, and he that bclieveth not shall be

damned? " Why net accuse the Lord of selfishness

for closing the door against the five foolish virgins,

who were so unfortunate as to have no oil in their

lamps? It is bast not to accuse people of selfish-

ness, simply becius; they are consistent.

Can it be proved by ibe Bible that angels have wings? I

so, give us the Scripture. If noi so, why arc pictures of thi

character used 10 r;pre;enl augcls?—/, S. OvtrhoUser,

The custom of representing angels with wings, ii

pictures, may have orginated from the two cheru

bimonthe mercy-seat. These v/ere made of gold

and had wings. Ex. 24; 2\. Then, in Isa 6: 3, the

seraphim are represented as having wings. In Ps

17: 8 wings are ascribed to the Lord, and, according

to the Hebrew, as well as the marginal readings in

some Bibles, the earth is said to have wings. Job

37:3. "Wings," in the Bible, are often used em-

blematically, and must be so understood when ap-

plied to celestial beings, as well as some other ob-

jects. In our judgment the Scriptures do not teach

that angels have wings. They can fly without

them.

Did Judas Iscaiiot partake of the Communion bread and

cup?—A/*. Welch,

It is a question of some controversy, but, accord-

ing to John i
:

: 30, it would seem that Judas left the

room immediately after supper, or probably while

the disciples were yet eating. Then, again, Luke

22: 21 rather indicates that Judas was at the table

when the bread and cup were passed. In our own
mind the question is not clear.

Should all fornicators be expelled from the church?—D. H,

If they do not show the strongest kind of evi-

dence in support of genuine repentance, they, of

course, shou'd be expelled, But as to whether the

truly penitent should be expelled is a question that

our next Conference will have a chance to discuss,

as the matter is coming up, At this time her last

decision is on the side of expulsion.

In I Cor. 5: 11 we are told not to keep company or even eat

with a brother who is called a fornicator. Docs this refer to

ordinary dealings or common meals?

—

D. H,

Paul instructs Christians not to have social deal-

ings with the class of persons named in the verse

cited. This means that we should not seek for our

company that class of people, should not en-

courage lh;m to come into our families, nor should

we number them among those we invite to our

tables. In our social intercourse we should seek a

higher and better grade of companions, We think

it does not tefer to ordinary business dealings, nor

to meals where such persons may be uninten-

tionally met. The tendency of social intercourse,

with people of this class, is to degrade and corrupt.

As far as possible, we should avoid their company,
and also avoid mingling with them at the social

board.

Please give exegesis of 1 Cor, 14: 34, 3S- What per cent
of the Brotherhood siill advocate the practiced Paul's injunc-

tion here to the Corinthian brethren ?—A . B. C.

We have exp'aincd the matter of women keeping

siicnt in church so often, that we think it needless to

occupy further space with it at this time. So far as

we know, the whole church as a body, is in line with

Paul's leaching on this subject, and permit their

women to both pray and prophesy in assemblies

where they can do so with becoming modesty.

Possibly there may be a few who are opposed to

the general practice, but there are not many. It

is not wise so to strain 1 Cor. 14: 30 as to disannul 1

Cor. 11: 5 and Acts 2: 17. j h. :

^ HOME * AND * FAMILY*—

THE HOURS.

All the vast night is to me
Full of murk and mystery;

Silence for the 'ime has made
His the whole deep realm of shade;

And my day-dull ear is keyed
To an unaccustomed h*:ed.

Like the passing of a sieh

I can hear the hours go by,

Some are wan and weighed with wo,
And some lightly footing go
Like the youthful amorist

Wending to his first love-tryst.

With no pause, howe'er I plead.

Setting forth mine earnest need.

Toward a bourn no sight may spy,

I can hear the hours go by.

Who shall stay them?—anarch Death?
Love, with passion on his breath?

Wealth, whose coffers overran?

Nay, of all of these not one!

From the lip of Slav

Down the ages hear
" Tarry limel" the 1

I can hear the hours

and king

t ring,—

-Clinton Scolla'tl,

' M\K1NQ THE MOST OF LIFE."

The above is the title of a valuable little book,
which is worthy a place in every home. While
reading, I have endeavored to glean a few thoughts,

as given in the Author's own language.

It is not necessary that we do great things in

order to make the most of our lives. "The small-

est services we can render, if love inspire them, He
accepts."

In this the legend is told of a monk who tried to

paint pictures of martyrs, saints, and of Christ.

Men's ridicule of his paintings so disheartened the

monk that he decided to burn the pictures, but

"He raised his eyes within his cell—O wondeil

Th ; s sweet lesson is farther given in tie story of

a weary girl, who had promised her dyiua mother
to care for a little sister. This work kept her so

occupied that she had no time to work, as sbe
thought, for Chr'st.

Once, while she thus grieved, the slefping little

sister stirred, "and told of her strange, happy dream,

in which she thought the burdened sister sighed,

because the King had asked each one to bring him
a gift, The author gives it in the beautiful words
of Mrs Pfeston:

" And in my dreams I saw you there,

And heard you say, ' No hands can bear
A gift, that are so filled with care.'

' What care? ' the King said, and he smiied
To hear you answe-, wailing wild,

' I only toil to feed z lild.'

And then wiih such a look divir.

t'Twas that awaked me wiih its

He whispered, ' But the child i:

dime),

Brother, sister, do you feel that the care of an
aged parent, or an invalid member of your family
hinders you from working for the Master? Be not
not discouraged, for in a quiet hour you may hear
the Savior's voice in gentle whispers, "Those for

10m you care are mine,"

We may not say that any good work has failed

until we know, in the last great harvest, all the re-

sults of the things we have done, and the words we
have spoken.

Many pear I;* die, seeing yet do harvest from
their life's sowing. They come to the end of their

years and their hands are empty. But when they
enter heaven, they will find that they have really

been building there all the while,—that the' thing
that have seemed to leave no result on the eartl

have left glorious results inside the gates of pearl,

Our duty simply is to do will aod faithfully ou

own little part. If we do this, we need never fret

ourselves about the part we cannot do.

There may be liberties which in U9 had to

danger, but which toothers, with less stable cb;

acter and less helpful environment, would be full of

peril. It is part of our duty to think of the-e weak-
er ones, and of the influence of our example upon
them.

And so we might continue to gather useful les-

sons from this excellent volume for practical life,

Lawrence, Ka*s,

• REMEMBER THY CREATOR."

BV SARA GOUGHNOUR.

I often think of the good we might do with out

tongues, if used in the right way. Some time ago,

as I separated from a friend, whom I had learned

to love, and who was yet walking in the ways of

sin, I bade her farewell with the words, " Remem-
ber thy Creator." Some months after our separa-

tion, she was brought to see the enjoyment in serv-

ing her Creator, and remarked, " Those words, ' Re-

member thy Creator!' did me so much good, I could

not forget them."

If wc could only lift our minds and thoughts
above all this gossip, which is usually the first and

important theme in our conversation, what a won-
derful influence for good we could have over those

around usl

Let us be careful not to be a stumbling block to

those who are near the kingdom, whom we might
bricginto the fold of Christ by kind, loving words,

for the unconverted are always ready to point out,

as an example, those in the church whom we term
" tattlers or faultfinders,"

O! tha*. every one could be impressed with the

thought, that if we would bridle our tongues aga :

nst

all tattling, gossip, strife and evil-speakings, and

let our hearts be more filled with prayer and with

words which would lift fallen humanity from sin's

awful doom, what a field of work there would be

for all

!

Elkka-t, Iowa.

WHY SHOULD WE WORSHIP CHRIST?

BY JONAH DUNCAN,

"And again, when he bringeth his first begotten into the

world, he saiih, And let all the angels ot God worship him." —
Heb. 1 ; 6,

The question may be asked, "Why should Christ

be worshiped?" The answer is, God, his father,

knew he was worthy the worship of even angels,

and mortals, such as men, should not hesitate.

Thus Christians have high authority to worship

God's first begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who
bought his church with his most precious blood.

We are informed in God's holy Word that his name
is Immanuel, which, being interpreted, is "God
with us."

, In honoring the Son, the Father is honored.

Christians- both sing and pray consistently,

—

" All hail the power of Jesus' name
Let angels prostrate fall;

Bring forth the royal diadem,

And crown hiin Lord of all."

Legrand, Iowa.

ROSES FOR THE LIVING,

Did you ever think of this? Many heap roses

pon a coffin when the form within is lifeless and

nows nothing about it, Dj you do this? If so,
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you doubtless think of the opportunities to show
love and appreciation before death took your
friend away. P/ay do not again keep roses for

the dead, when It is best to give them to the living.

Give roses to beautify homes, to beautify minds, to

beautify hearts; roses of all colors, roses of knowl-
edge, roses of sympathy, and roses of love. JThey
gladden hearts. They lessen trials, increase hap-
piness, and sweeten life in every way. They help

those who receive them to grow purer, nobler, and
more heavenly minded. They benefit you more
than words can tell. Blessed is the cheerful giver,

—he who gives time, money, instruction, kind
words, sympathy, or anything, else for the good and
ennobling of others. Yes, strew roses of knowl-
edge, roses of peace, roses of happiness, and roses

of love.— The Baptist Helper.

PURIFIERS OF LIFE.

There are some men and some women in whose
company we are always at our best. While with

them we cannot think mean thoughts or speak un-

generous words, Their mere presence is eleva-

tion, purification, sanctity. All the best stops in

our nature are drawn out by- their intercourse, and

we find a music in our soul that was never there be-

fore. Suppose that influence prolonged through a

month, a year, a life-time, and what could not life

become? Here, even on the common plane of life,

talking our language, walking our streets, working

side by side, are sanctifiers of souls; here, breathing

through common clay, is heaven; here, energie

charged, even through a temporal medium, with th<

virtue of regeneration. If to live with men diluted

to the millionth degree with the virtue of the high

est can exalt and purify the nature, what bounds

can be set to the influence of Christ?

—

Prof, Drum-
mind.

-*« CORRESPONDENCE +~«

report of it. so that others m;iy rejoice v.i

irch, county and state. Bebricl. Notes

Ministerial Meeting of Northwestern Ohio.

1. " Who is Responsible for so Many of our Chil

dren Departing from the Faith of the Brethren? "

The responsibility rests mainly upon the family

circle. Parents too often teach adverse doctrine,

either by precept or example. Nothing is more

discouraging to children, than to upbraid the

church. It has been said that " the mother is t

child's Bible," therefore how necessary for me
bers, and especially parents, to live consistent Iiv

and show, by their example, that " religion is thi

chief concern" and that the affairs of this life shall

not keep them from the service of their Master.

Parents should avoid the mistake of Lot, when he

pitched his tent toward Sodom. Although his

wealth increased, what became of his family? Imi-

tate the example of Noah. We may think he was

not very successful preaching to the people those

many years, but he saved his family, and if parents

would all do that, what great results would folio-

2. " How can We best Encourage our Young

Members and Develop their Poweri for Usefulness?"

Get them to feel that we need them in the

church, by manifesting a special concern for them

Give work to do I See how it is done, and when

done well, show your appreciation. Give encour-

agement whenever you can. Get young members tc

do something for themselves as a Mary of old.

Give them work in the Sunday school. Get them

to exercise in family worship!

3. "Family Worship. How Best Conducted?

What Benefits Derived from It? How Best Impress

its Importance on the Members? "

(a) Get each member of the family to take part

in the service, Show an earnestness in the work,

Be not too formal. Make use of language that cat

be understood by the children.

(/') Salutary influence upon our household. It

mpresses the children with their dependence upon
God, and enables us to more fully confide in the

Lord.

(c) Begin with the ministry? Preach it and
practice it. Exercise an unwavering faith in it.

4 " How shall the Individual Know God? "

In order that an individual might know God,
God must first know him (in a religious sense).

We know him by walking with him, by living with

him. We learn him by the book of nature and the

book of Providence, but the best and sweetest

knowledge we get of him is by living with him and
serving him. We should be fully consecrated to

his service,

5. " How Best Impress on the Minds of the Mem-
bers the Importance of Giving According to the

Gospel Plan.— 1 Cor, iG: 2."

Teach God's Word on the subject. Teach it as a

principle laid down in the Scripture. Show the

necessity of obeying it, because we shall receive an

hundredfold and eternal life.

6. "Discourse to the Ministers."

The minister's call is from the highest source

and he is considered the highest type of Christ life.

He should be careful of personal appearance. He
should guard against anything that will militate

against his influence. In manner he should be

joyful and sociable, guard against negligence, timid-

ity, jesting and loud laughter. Do not attempt

to spend a certain amount of time in preaching a

sermon. Better quit when done. Do no!: comment
on the hymn after it is sung, Do not coneern your-

self so much about what people think about your

preaching. Do not use slang, or make apologies,

Never try to be somebody else. Cultivate hab-

its of prayer. Study to be approved, Be sure you

have something to say and then endeavor to impress

the audience with the importance of the message.

7.
" Duties of Ministers on the Growing Evils of

Secret Societies."

Show wherein the principles of the lodge are in

opposition to the church. Teach the consistency

of not being unequally yoked together with unbe-

lievers, Neglect not to warn the young. Teach

benevolence in the church.

S. " How Induce our Sunday School Teachers to

Make Better Preparation for more Thorough Work
in the Sunday School?"

Get them to realize the great responsibility that is

resting upon them. That will induce them to study

God's Word and all helps that they have access to.

They should receive proper encouragement from

ministers, superintendent and members. Encour-

age teachers' meetings. Show them, that, to be

successful, they must love the work, become inter-

ested in it, and have personal faith in the lesson.

Teach them to study the pupi's and review some

thoughts on preceding lesson.

9. "The Advantage of Uniformity in Non-con-

formity."

It is a power and also a protection. It will pro-

duce a sameness and unite in mind and affection.

It is the only method of perpetuating non-conform-

ity, a principle laid down by God. If we lay aside

the form, we lose the principle. Everything that

God created is recognized by an external appear-

ance.

10. " What Encouragement can the Minister's

Wife give to her Husband in his Ministerial

Work ?
"

She can help in studying the Bible. She should

be willing to make sacrifices that the work be not

hindered. She should accompany the minister and

aid in the services when necessary. She can help

by kindly criticising, and by giving words of en-

couragement when dark clouds are hovering over.

She may rest assured that the daily prayers in be-

half of the faithful minister and the work in which

he is engaged, will result in great good.

11. "What Good have I Obtained at this Meeting

and how can I best Impart it to Others?"

All have gained a great inspiration, a heart full

of love and gratitude, but we have also learned our

own weakness. We have learned that it is a great

work to save one's own family. We have learned

how to walk, and gained a great deal by having our
pure minds stirred up, by way of remembrance.
Our duties have been pointed out to us on the va-
rious subjects under consideration.

Thus ended a very pleasant and profitable meet-
ing. Sometimes at similar meetings the inter-

est seems to abate during the second day, but not
so this time. The longer the meeting continued,
the greater the interest and zeal manifested. Many
still wanted to speak when the meeting closed.

Committee on Program and Arrangements tor

1S9S; D. D. Thomas, John Flory, Daniel Koch.

David Byerlv.
lima, O'tio.

^

From the Hoyle Church, Okfa. T.

Our feast, held recently, will not soon be for-

gotten. Brethren Jos. Glick and Henry Shamber-
ger were with us. About sixty-five surrounded
the Lord's tables. Bro. Shambcrger led the even-
ing services. The church £elcctcd brethren Sam-
uel Murray and Robert Henricka to the office of

deacon. May they prove faithful to their calling!

We were glad to receive Eld. Jos. Glick into cur
congregation by letter. As he is continually in

the field, we do not reap much of his labors here,

still we are glad he feels to call this home.
Our elder, Bro. Hcnricks, is spending some time

in Texas. Bro. Jos. Root, a minister from Mis-

souri, has just returned into our midst, making
now six preachers. Still the harvest is ripening

about us, and calls for the reapers must go un-

heeded.

My labors have been suspended since last May,
on account of wife's illness, Her condition is still

somewhat discouraging, but, if agreeable to the

Lord's will, we long to soon be able to return to the

field of labor. Emanuel J. Smith.

Oct. ?3 .

r>T

Teeter's Commentary.*

[Bro. Fcrcken knows a good thing wben be sees it. This is

what he has to say of Bro. Teclcr's Commentary,—Ed.
j

Eld. L. W. Teeter, '

My Dear Bnthtr:—
Some six months ago you were extremely kind,

to present me with your most valuable "Commen-
tary on the New Testament,"—a most conscientious

work of patience and thorough investigation! As
I often refer to this work,—now especially that I

own no other commentary of the Gospels and Epis-

tles,— I have found the work well suited for study

in the upper classes of our best schools in America,

but not the less is it adapted to the wants of all Bi-

ble students who are not specialists. I doubt

whether any of the numerous popular commentaries

will be found more serviceable for general use in and

outside of our Fraternity. The exegesis is brief,

terse, pointed and suggestive, and the whole work

ably, scholarly, and eminently practical. You have

given the Brotherhood a capital manual, remarkable

for the compression and condensation of all that is

valuable, in the smallest possible space. The work

bears marks of close, conscientious study. There

is not the slightest parade of scholarship, and yet

your Commentary will bear comparison with any

of the highest rank for ability and erudition. You
have evidently read much and pondered carefully,

for you give, in small compass, the conclusion at

which you arrive. This all is my frank opinion

without aiming at flattering you. With reiterated

thanks, I remain, my dear brother,

Yours most sincerely,

G. J, Fercken.
Smyrna, Asia Minor, Oct. 13.

• Cloth, per set, 2 volumes, Si; Half Leather, per set, 2 vol

urnes, U $0; Half Morocco, per set, 2 volumes, £5.00. Address

Messenger effice.

Words are sometimes used to conceal thought.

Some one observes that " it is wonderful how silent

a man can be when he knows his cause is just, and

how boisterous he becomes when he knows he is in

the wrong."
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Notes x from x our % Correspondents,

OHIO.

Beaver Creek.—Our love feast occurred Oct. 30.

Our old members say it was (he largest feast ever

held here. Our membership was much built up.

Our neighboring districts were well represented and

did much to make the meeting a success. Minis-

terial help was ample. Bro. David Hollinger offici-

ated.

—

Lizzie Bagwell, 6jo X'.nia Ave,, Dayton, Ohio,

Ne.v. 3.

Danville.— I began a series of meetings with the

members of the Danville church, Oct. 12. The at-

tendance, through the entire meeting, of three

weeks' duration,

churchhouse w
excellent orde

ellent. The well-arranged

5 filled night after night. We had

and attention. A very pleasant

s held during those meetings. Nine

precious souls were baptized. Many more were al-

most persuaded to %be Christians. We much en-

joyed our stay with trie dear brethren and sisters of

this place. The church is in good working order,

Eld. C. J. Workman having the oversight. Our

next point will be Fostoria, Ohio.—Rtuben Shroyer,

Pierce, Ohi>, Nov. 1,

Sidney Mission.—Our series of meetings com-

menced Oct. 10, Eld. D. D. Wine came to our as-

sistance Oct. 12. The meetings continued with a

good interest until the evening of Oct. 31. Our

Communion commenced Oct. 50, at 2 P, M., with a

number of visitors from adjoining churches and

visiting ministers present. Elders J. Katherman, J.

H. Brumbaugh. D. M. Girver, Jas. Grove, N. D.

Grove and J. Hoover were with us. One hundred

and three members communed. All the members

present could not commune for waat of room.

Next day, instead of Sunday school, we had a chil-

dren's meeting, after which we had a sermon by

Bro. D. M. Garver, In the evening we had a ser-

mon by Bro. D. D. Wine, which closed our series of

meetings. Five made the wise choice and were

baptized. Others are seeking the truth.—//. C,

Lorganecker, Nov, /.

Sand Ridge Church.—Bro. C. L, Wilkins closed

his interesting series of meetings at our Sand Ridge

house, Oct, 24, but the good influence continued

to work in the hearts of the people, till two pre-

cious souls requested him to return and baptize

them. He returned Nov. 3. At the close of the

first meeting, two more precious souls came with

the others. These are all young in years.—C, E.

Burns, Prentice, Ohio.

Lick Creek Church. — Bro. John Stafford, of

Spencerville, Ind., began a series of meetings in

this church Oct. 17. He continued until the even-

ing of Nov. 2. We had a very good meeting, and

many good impressions were made. Three came

out and were baptized; others were almost per-

suaded. — M. /. Bosserman, Williams Centre, Ohio,

Nov. 8.

Chippewa Church.—Oct. 27 Bro. Quincy Leck-

rone closed a very interesting series of meetings at

Geyers Chapel. Bro, Aaron Hiestand began the

meetings on the evening of Oct. 16, and preached

till Tuesday evening, when Bro. Leckrone contin-

ued the meetings. He preached twelve able ser-

mons. The interest was the very best. On Sunday
evening many could not find room in the house.

Four precious souls were baptized, and many more

almost persuaded. This being a mission point,

Bro, Leckrone gave us mostly doctrinal sermons.

—

Flora I Ilojf, Madismburg, Wayne Co,, Ohio, Nov. 3.

INDIANA.

Upper Deer Creek.—Bro, L, T, Holsinger began

a series of meetings for us on the evening of Oct.

10, and continued until Nov. I, preaching twenty-

nine logical sermons. The Lord blessed the effort.

Twenty-six have been baptized and two reclaimed.

The influence of the meeting is far-reaching for

good to the cause in this community, giving us

courage and hope for future work.

—

Artemas Smith,

Deacon, Ind., Nov. 1.

Walnut Level.—We held our council Nov. 5.

We appointed a meeting for Thanksgiving Day.

We raised a small donation for foreign missions.

We agreed to have an evergreen Sunday school,

and reorganized wrth Bro. David Neher as Super-

intendent. We use the New Testament, Brethren's

Quarterly, Juvmile Qmtterly, Children at Work and

Young Disciple.—Malinda S. Studcbaker, Nov. p.

Pine Creek.—Our series of meetings, conducted

by Bro. Jerry Bottorf, commenced Oct. 31 and end-

ed Nov, 7, with two additions. Bio. Bottorf goes

from here to the Ten Mile congregation, Pa , where

he is to stay for one year.—/. G. Wagenman, Tyner,

Ind., Nov. 11.

Union Church.—Our love feast occurred last Fri-

day evening, it being one of great enjoyment, and

more largely attended than for the past few years.

A number of our members were not able to com-

mune on account of insufficient room. Bro. Thurs-

ton Miller officiated. Bro. Hiram Forney preached

for us one week previous to the feast. Our chil-

dren's meeting on Sunday was largely attended and

very interesting. We also were given a talk by

Bro. Edson Ullery. He a'so preached for us on

Monday evening.

—

Laura Apptlwan, Plymcu'h. Ind.,

Nov. 1.

White Church.—Since my last report we had

four additions to the church,—three by letter and

one by baptism. This church met in council Oct.

15. All business passed off nicely. Our love feast

occurred Oct. 20. Many were with us from adjoin-

ing churches. The ministering brethren were: Wm.
R. Harshbarger, Jacob Ririck, Isaac Billheimer,

Jacob Secrist and William Boggs. Bro. Jacob Se-

crist remained with us and we had meetings a few

nights, the Utter part of the week —Edith Rettinger,

Darlington, Ind, Oct. 26.

Oak Grove.—Eld. L, T. Holsinger commenced a

series of meetings Sept. 3, and remained till Sept.

14. His sermons were plain and to the point.

Our feast was held Sept. 10. .Ministers present

were brethren L. T. Holsinger, D. Dilling- and A.

R. Bridge. Bro. Holsinger led the meeting. Good
interest prevailed. — M. L. Hahn, Ssofitld, Ind.,

Nov. 5,

Bethel Church.—Our council was held Nov. 6.

As Eld. W. R. Deeter was not able to be with us,

Eld. Daniel Rothenberger presided over the meet-

ing. Bro. Peter Stuckman closed a series of meet-

ings in the Salem house Nov. 7. Twenty-four pre-

cious souls united with the church. Many more are

counting the cost.— Chauncey I. Wrybright, Mi'ford,

Ind., Nov. 8.

Muncie.—We closed our meetings at Whitely,

with one addition by baptism. There were five

baptized here during the months of September and

October. We have not yet succeeded

a place for meeting in the city. As soc

notice will be given through the M
have changed cur place of residence from So

East Main Streef, to number 1011 East Adams
Street. Those who write us, will please make a

note of this and address us accordingly.— Geo. L.

Studtbakir, 1011 East Adams Street, Nov. 8.

Mississinewa. — We met in council yesterday,

preparatory to our love feast, Nov. 12, All busi-

ness was disposed of in a spirit of love. The

church decided to hold a choice for a minister at

the love feast. Bro. W. R. Deeter is expected to

assist us in a series of meetings, to follow the lo

feast.—/. W. Miller, Stockport, Ind., Ncv. 10.

MISSOURI.

Middle District of Missouri.—We had a very

good Ministerial and District Meeting N.

4 in the Prairie View church. Lo've and u

vailed. We have several queries for Anr

ing. Bro. M. T. Baer was chosen on

Committee, We also had a mission sermon deliv-

ered in connection with our Ministerial Meeting

We took up a collection for the India Orphanage

which resulted in raising S16.12. May God haster

the day when w« can have a substantial and com
fortable home for the India Orphans! — J. M
Mohltr, Nov, 8.

appreciated. Next

Log Creek Church.—Oct. 2 Bro. Jesse Sham-

bcr£er began a series of meetings at the Oik Grove

meetinghouse, and continued for sixteen days

sod attention and attendance. There were

cdiate accessions, but we believe some seed

good ground. Oct. 30 our love feast was

held. The adjoining churches were well represen'-

id we enjoyed a feast to the soul. On the fol-

g Lord's Day, Bro. M. E. Stair was advanced

to the second degree of the ministry. Oct. 23 wo
reorganized our weekly Bible class. We begin

ith John 8. Bro. J. E. Ellenberger was chosen as

ir leader.— Chart tte Sutphtn, Polo, Mo„ Nov. 2.

Mineral Creek Church.—Our love feast, Oct. 29,

was a pleasant one. About 220 members com-

Elders Samuel Weimer and S. B. Kither-

:re present, and their services were much
rning we held a children's

Uection of S14.12 was taken

up at the close of the services.

—

Fred Cu7p, Lteton,

Mo., Oct. so.

Nevada.—Our feast was an enjoyable one. The
inistry was represented by brethren Wm. Harvey,

, Barnhart, Calvert, A. Crumpacker, Katherman,

id S. Weimer. The doctrine of the Brethren was

well expounded. Many young members communed
for the first time. The evening services were led

by Bro. Barnhart. The church also decided to elect

a brother to the ministry. The lot fell on Bro.

Isaac Wagoner, who was duly installed. Bro. Eli

Leslie was forwarded to the second degree of the

ministry. Three were received by letter. Bro.

Wm. Harvey, our elder, is now holding a series of

meetings for us, to continue for a week or more.

—

D. D. Wine, Nov. 1,

Modena.—Bro. Lewis M. Cob came to us Oct.

30, and held four interesting meetings. There were

no additions. The Word was preached with power

and great earnestness.

—

Wm. W/titestine, Nov. 5.

St. Joseph.—We had a love feast Oct, 23. A se-

ries of meetings followed, conducted by Bro. J B.

Shank, of Kidder, Mo., who ably preached the

Word. Ministering brethren, when passing this

way, are invited to stop with us, — G. H. Lutz,

Nov. 4.
IOWA.

Laurens.—Bro. D. M. Miller commenced meet-

ings for us Oct. 17, and preached, in all, twenty-

one soul-cheering sermons. Bro. Miller made
quite a stir among the people here, as he did not

shun to declare the whole Gospel. There were no

additions to the church, but some are almost per-

suaded to be Christians. Our community took a

good interest in the meetings. The Brethren were

much encouraged by the results of the meetings,—

P.J. Suiter, Nov. 5.

South English.—Bro. J. G. Royer stopped with

us and gave us three practical sermons and two

Bible readings. We expect to begin a series of

meetings Nov. 19. Bro D. Bowman, of Missouri,

is to be with us.— .S F, Brower, Nov. 6,

Liberty ville Church,— Our series of meetings,

conducted by Bro. J. G. Royer, closed with a love

feast Oct. 29, at which Bro. Royer officiated. The

attendance and interest were good. Three young
sisters were baptized Oct. 31; others are deeply im-

pressed. During our forenoon meeting, Oct. 30,

three brethren were called to the deacon's office,

—

Samuel Burger, George McBride and Edward Wolf.

They were duly installed. Our love feast was well

attended by members from adjoining congrega-

tions.—W. N. Glo'felty, Nov. 4.

Dry Creek Church.—Our Communion meeting,

Nov. 6, was well attended by the home members

and also by members and friends of surrounding

churches. Eld. J. G. Royer officiated. Ministers

present from adjoining churches were brethren S.

H. Miller, John Zook, Long and Stauffer. We
were much encouraged by the presence and en-

couraging words of the visiting members, This

custom of the Brethren church,— so helpful to all,

—

should be revived and encouraged. Bro. Royer

will remain one week and continue to sow the

good seed.

—

D. W. Miller, Robins, Iowa, Nov. o.
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Notice.—Will the elders, in charge of the follow-

ing-named churches, please send me the names
and addresses of their Sunday school superintend

ems and secretaries, as I need them very much,
in making out the Sunday school report: Lake
Branch, Wayman Valley, Alpena, Shell Prairie,

Galva and Battle Creek?— Alda E. Albright, S:c,

Fldora, Iowa, Nov. 8.

Harlan Church.—Oct, 16 and 17 was our love

feast, but on account of rainy weather it was not

largely attended. We feel that it was a feast to

the soul. Bro. Joseph Myers was advanced to the

eldership. Bro. J. J. Yoder gave us a two weeks'

series of meetings. One dear young sister was re-

ceived into the fold.—yWi'a Strohm, Nov. 2.

PENNSYLVANIA.

Philadelphia.—Our love feast, on the evening of

Nov. 4, was large and of a good spirit, Brethren

M. G. Brumbaugh, G. N. Falkenstein and J. T.

Myers were with us. Our church services and Sun-

day school are well attended. Several were recent-

ly baptized. The mission, superintended by Bro.

J. W. Cline, is having a marked growth.— T. T.

Myers, Nov. p.

Purchase Line.—Bro. H. A. Stahl began preach-

ing in the Manor house, Oct. 16, and closed Oct

23, with two accessions by baptism. The preach-

ing was good and the interest excellent, Oct, 23

we had a very pleasant council. We agreed to

hold Sunday school meetings at the different places

of worship, and thereby help the Sunday school

work. We held an enjoyable feast Oct. 29 The

house was well filled. Bro. Ira C. Holsopple was

advanced to the second degree of the ministry.

Bro. Stahl officiated at the feast. Brethren Jacob

Holsopple, J. W. Spicher and F. D. Anthony v,

the visiting ministers. The latter preached two

cellent sermons at Purchase L ;ne.

—

Lizzie V. Fyock,

Nov. 1.

Rockton.—A series of meetings will begin Nov.

27, at Rockton, by Bro. Jasper Barnthouse. While

we extend a general invitation, we also desire your

prayers in our behalf.

—

Libbie ffollopeter, Nov. 3.

Brothers' Valley.—We met in council Nov. 6 at

the Pike church. Elders Joel Gnagey and Josiah

Berkley were present. Brethren P. U. Miller, Sam-

uel Shober and Ira D. Walker were elected to the

ministry. Brethren Uriah Rayman, J. M. Kiepper,

Sherman Peck and Emanuel L, Knepper were elect-

ed deacons. Eld. Gnagey preached for us in the

evening; also on Sunday morning at the Salem

church, and Eld. Berkley at the Pleasant Valley

church. We expect to hold a series of meetings

at the Pike church, commencing Dec. ri, to be

conducted by Bro. Jasper Barnthouse.—Car

Rinnan, Bttlin, Pa , N'.v. 8.

Ohiques Church.—We have just closed an ii

esting series of meetings, held at the Elizabeth-

town meetinghouse. The meetings were conducted

by Bro. Joseph Long. Eleven were baptized.

L. Frank Haas commenced a series of meetings at

Bainbridge Oct. 31.—//. W. Wolgemuth, Floiin.

KANSAS.

Salem Church.—Our council, prior to our lo

feast, was held Oct 28. We decided to elect a m
ister in the near future; also to hold a series

meetings, to be conducted by Bro. J. J. Yod

Oct, 30 we held our Communion. We had a good

feast; about ninety members communed. The

Word was preached with power. Bro. E. Fran

officiated. Sunday morning we had a children

meeting. Four of the Brethren addressed the

children. After this service Bro. Puterbaugh wa:

advanced to the second degree of the ministry

Bro. Frantz followed with a sermon. In the even

ing Bro. G. W. Kuns conducted the meeting—L

E. FoJwney. Sterling, Ka.nl., Nov, j.

Osage Church—On the evening of Oct. 17, Bro,

W. H. Miller began a series of meetings at this

place. He fed us richly on the Bread of Eternal

Life, Our love feast took place Oct. 28. The at-

tendance from surrounding churches was good

We had an ample supply of ministers. Bro. Miller

officiated. Our meetings closed on Sunday even-

ing, Oct. 31. Oa that day, before preaching, we
had children's mieting. Bro. Miller told the lit-

tle people some things they will never forget.

During our meetings five young sisters made the

good confession. Bro. Miller is now holding meet-

ngs in the Paint Creek church, Bourbon County.

—Salem Beery, McCune, Kans., Nov. 3.

Neosho Church. — Bro. C. S. Garbtr, of Fort

S:ott, Kans,, came to us Oct. 17, and continued the

meetings until last night, Nov. 7. The members
were much built up and strengthened. Sinners

were made to feel the need of a Savior. We had
nine additions,—four by baptism and five reclaimed.
—E. C. Kester, Nov. 8.

Cheyenne.—Bro. J. W. Jarloe came to us Oct. 30

and held a week's meeting?, preaching, in all, ten

very able discourses. Although wc had no acces-

sions, w'c feel that many are near the kingdom,
Bro. Jarboe was assisted by the home ministers —C
H. Slifer, Atwood, Kans., Ntv 8.

WEST VIRGINIA.

Bunker Hill.—Bro. David M. Zuck came here

Sept. 26, and preached one week. He then went

to a schoolhouse, three miles cast and preached

one week. The attendance and attention were

good. Bro. Zuck then commenced services at Lee-

town, a small village about seven miles from here,

continuing one week, One was reclaimed and

three baptized, Oct 31. As at Bunker Hill, so at

Leetown, the meetings stopped too soon. I feel

satisfied that more are ready to unite with us as

soon ai they receive a little more light.—Jacib Ent-

ler, Nov. 3.

Mercer.—Bro. T. C. Denton came to us Oct. 27,

and remained with us until the night of the 28. h,

preaching, in all, eleven sermons. He did much
good.—CyrtMaJ, Kahli, New Hop:, Mercer Co., W.

Va„ Oct. 30

Brookside.—On the evening of Oct. 23 we began

a series of meetings at the Brookside church, con

tinuing until the evening of the 31st. The attend-

ance and interest were good, increasing at each

meeting and closing with a crowded house. The

love and z&al on the part of the church were com-

mendable. Marked interest by the outsiders was

manifest.—Tibial S. Fike, Nov. 2.

VIRdlNIA.

Atlanta—By the directions of the General Mis-

sionary and Tract Committee, a church is to be

ganized at Atlanta, Ga., Dec. 11. The request

came to the Committee from the members living

in that ci'y. The population of this city is over

100,000, and the State has over 1,000,000 souls, yet,

so far, we do not have a single organization in this

State. If there are any members scattered through

Georgia, we would be glad to know their names and

location.—S. F. Sang'.r, Calvetton, Va., Nov. 8.

Beaver Creek.—Since closing our Sunday school

two of our scholars have died. They were two

bright little boys. We decided, at the close of our

school, that, after all expenses were paid, the rest

of the money would be turned over to the Mission

Board of the Second District of Virginia for the

purpose of establishing a mission Sunday school in

our isolated territory. We have organized a Bible

class at the Beaver Creek church; also one at

Montezuma, for the winter. Both classes have

adopted the topic method of study. Bro. H. C.

Early has been secured to conduct a series of

meetings in the Beaver Creek churchhouse this win-

ter.—M. B. Miller, Spring Creek, Va., Nov. 2.

Pleasant Valley Congregation.—Nov. 1 wife and

I started to Albemarle County, across the Blue

Ridge Mountain, a distance of twenty-five miles, to

T. Vias', where we arrived in the evening. The

next day we resumed our journey across Fox

Mountain, probably six miles further, where the

Brethren had appointed a Communion for the

evening of the second, at Locust Grove, Here

brethren Daniel Miller and Abraham Girber held

several meetings prior to the love feast. One pre-

cious soul was baptized, and one sister reclaimed
that had strayed from the fold. Thirty-five breth- .

ind sisters communed, and the house was well

filled with earnest listeners, principally young peo-

ple. I never saw better order at any meeting.

Eld, Daniel Miller officiated. The next day we re-

turn«d home.—Sm.ucl A. Driver, Weyer's Cave, Va.,

Nov. 4.
ILLINOIS.

Decatur.—We are in the midst of a very inter-

esting series of meetings conducted by Eld. D. B,

Gibson. We are having glorious meetings. Seven
were baptized this afternoon. Meetings will con-

tinue indefinitely. Bro. Gibson began preaching

Oct. 24, and has labored with telling effect.— Samuel
L. Rct't, Nov. 7.

Macoupin Creek Church.—Our series of meet-
ings and Communion were much enjoyed on ac-

count of spiritual strength the church received.

Bro. Filbrum did his duty, and won the respect of

all. At our Communion was the hrgest attend-

ance since our organization, Our council was held
'

yesterday. All passed off pleasantly. One dear

soul made application for baptism. The church,

according to previous arrangement, held an elec-

tion for one minister and two deacons, the lot fall-

ing on Jimes Masterson for minister, and L. B.

Watson and D, L. Heckman for deacons. They
were installed into office with the usual solemnity,
—Michael Floty, Girard, III , Nov. 6.

Oirard.—Elders S. Bucklew, John Harshbarger

and J. H. Baker came by authority of District

Meeting of Southern Illinois, to the West Otter

Creek church, to set in order things that were

wanting. Their labor of two days was much ap-

preciated by all. Everything was settled satisfac-

torily.—/f/m W. Lear, Ntv. I,

Thornapple.—We enjoyed a very pleasant Com-
munion season Nov. 6. Ministering brethren from

Woodland, Sugar Ridge and New Haven church-

es earnestly labored for us. Many from adjoining

congregations, and others from Ohio and Pennsyl-

vania were at the meeting. Wc had a very largo

attendance. At this meeting our dear brother,

Samuel M. Smith, was ordained to the eldership.

On Sunday forenoon we had a sermon by Bro. J.

M. Lair. On 'Sunday evening we had preaching

at the church again, as well as a little love feast at

the home of our affi cted brother, Eli Huff.—Piter

B. Messr.cr, Lake Odessa, M:h„ Nor. 8,

Black River Church.—Our love feast, Oct. 16,

was a pleasant one. Bro. Thurston Miller, was

with us; also Bro. Ecos Fisher, of Rochester, Ind.

Bro. Fisher and family moved here only a few

weeks ago. We had one addition to the church by

baptism several weeks ago. There are prospects

of others coming, and our church feels greatly re-

vived.

—

Sirah E. Crall, Bangor, Mich., Nov. 4.'

Gait.—Self and wife moved here from Portland,

Ind,, nine years ago. We had preaching a few

times. One year ago Bro. John L. Butler came to

us from Wauseon, Ohio. We now have preach,

ing every Lord's Day. There are eleven members,

and we have the very best of interest at our meet-

ings. We are holding a prayer meeting every

Thursday night.—Moses Burkit, Nov. 4.

OREdON.

Coquille Valley.—Eld. S. S. Barklow, has been

failing in health for the last five months. He was

anointed Oct. 17. Being sorely afflicted with a

complication of diseases, he earnestly craves an in-

terest in the prayers of all of God's children. All

those who have written to Eld, Barklow and not

received an answer, will, by the above, understand

Eld. Barklow's condition. He has the oversight of

five churches. God's children, in this part of his

heritage, have a weekly prayer meeting that is well

attended. An effort is also being put forth to have

an evergreen Sunday school this winter.

—

Geo, C,

Carl, Myrtlepoinl, Ore., Oct, 31,
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CORRESPONDENCE.

Tins meeting was held in ihe Prairie Vi<

church, Morgan Cnunty, Mo., Nov. 3. 1807.

1. "What is Ihe Relation between 1

Church and Disowned Members, and what

the Duly of the Church toward such?"

The church Is an organized body. She is t

spiritual mother of the family, and the mei

bers are children of the family. As disinber

ed children, in a natural family, still reta

blood relationship, disowned members still 1

tain a spiritual relation by virtue of the bapti

mal vow. It is the duty of the church to seek

the erring one, and to admonish him

2. "How can we Create a Greater Interest

in Prayer and Social Meetings?

In all Christians there must be a definite

purprs:, a definite plan and desire to do good.

Get the spirit of Christ into the work. Ga
about it w.th earnestness. Let Christ be Ihe

standard. The object of all our meetings

should be to make solid workers for the church,

Sociability brings out the hidden treasure of

the Word. Pray for each other's good. Maki

all feel that they have a part in the work. Pu

them to work! Select a leader at a previou

meeting,—one that is interested, so that others

may partake of ihe same spirit. Connect the

subjects.

3. " What Constitutes a Model S;rmon? "

The purpose of every sermon should be to

conveit souls and edify the church. A consis-

tent life, of itself, is a model sermon. In de-

livering it, humbly trust in Godl Plain lan-

guage is essential. This is evident from

Christ's Sermon on the Mount, or Paul at

Athens, Get inspiration from the Scriptures,

not from men. Be full of Christ, and have

none of self.

4. " Is Relig

diy, for Good,

of Christ?"

Political liberty is a blessing. Religious lib-

erty, as practiced to-day, is not for good. The
church represents a building, of which the

parts arc fitly framed together. Harmony of

practice and principle is reedful to good in all

organizations. Religious liberty requires a

compromise of principles. We arc told that,

what is not of faith, is sin, hence, religious lib-

erty will not produce good results

5. "What is Formality? Are its Tendencies
for Good or Evil? "_

Form is necessary. God is a God of order.

God gave to bis children a fcrm of worship.

Spirit cannot be exemplified without form.

Hold fast the form of sound words, but form
without Spirit is not good. Without the Spirit

of the Lord, the tendency is for evil.

Prom the Upper Fall Creek Church, Intl.

We convened for love feast services at the

old church last Friday. We bad many mem-
bers with as, which added to the j>y of the

services. Besides a number of members from

other churches, many ministering brethren

were p resent

One restored to fellowship :

. A series of meelin,

r Sulphur Springs, on £

'Ho should Chri Spend the

Rise early. Devote a foil day to the Lord's

wirk. Make everything get out of the way.
To neglect the worship of God, causes Sunday
sickness, Speak of heavenly things. Sunday
religion is of no value, unless it produces ev-

cry-day religion. Attend meeting, Sunday
school, etc. Do good un the Lord's Day.

Si=ters should

serving Big dinn

R=ad the Bible. L

company.

nbered with

t profitable

it home fo:

From York, Pa.

We just enjayed a glorious meeting. Our
love feast was held on the evening of Oct. 24.

The house was very much crowded, and many
could not get inside. The brethren preached
for us on the evenng "f Oct. 22 an I 23. The
following ministering brethren were with us:

D. F. Stauffer, Abram Barnhart, and our elder,

f S. R. Zug Bro D. F. Stauffer, in his interest-

ing manner, and, with the vigor of youth, seem-
ingly, gave our dear people some remarkable
hcts in relation to their soul's salvation. Eld.
Zug spoke in the German language, as we
aave a number of btethren and sisters who
jnderstand but very little in English. One
lear soul came out on the Lord's side. In the
nnrning of the love fe*st day, we held a
:hildren's meeting, which was well attended

jy both young and old. Bro. C. H. Balsbaugh
*as among those whu addressed the children.

rhe Ministerial Meeting of the Southern Dis-
.rict 01 Pennsylvania, will be held in York,
>*ov. 11 and 12. Abram S, Hbkshby
Nov. 1.

ised ts hold s

(irst of the ye

n Middletow

From the Colton Mission, Cal.

SOON after our arrival to work hete, Mr;

Mary Canfield came to our services and has

been a regular attendant, Bible in band, t<

watch the preacher at every reivice. She is ;

native of Nykjobing, Falster Island, Denmark
and has been traveling over California, distrib

uling tracts and talking Jesus to all who cairn

in her way. Nov. 1, at the going down of th>

sun, she put on Christ (Gal. 3:

r life. In her priv

sya'-ce sbc goes from house

risons, urging the people to obey Jesus. J

forerunner for living preachers and to di

ibatc tracts and Messengers, she may do
reat work for the Lord. Thus is "the little

llock " here again greatly stimulated

work of salvation. A noble worker, in

)f sister J. E. Ptfiley, of Riverside, has

to tbe help of the Sunday School primary

God bless her! She has the spirit

Phebe. Rom. 16: 1, 2. The time of

feast here has been changed from Dec. 25

Dec. 23, at 2 P. M. M. M. Eshblmai

Among the Churches.

Lbavino Fayette County, W. Va , Sept. 13,

d driving eastward about one hundred miles,

: reached Covington, tbe county seat of Al-

leghany County. Here we found a few mem-
bers, but no churchhouse of the Brethren in

1 to worship. The members here ex-

pressed a desire to have regular preaching by
the Brethren, and thought that a good work
mid be done there. On the following day we
ove to New Prospect on Pott's Creek, Alle-

ghany County, where we met with the brethren

nncil Sept, 18, We had a veiy pleas-

meeting. On the following day I

preached at their churchhouse, and one dear

ccepted Christ and was baptized the same
hour of the day." It seemed to me that the

harvest was ripe at this place, but the laborers

ere not ready. Everybody was too much
rowded with work just at that season of the

ear. We visited a few families and talked

ith them of tbe one thing needful. This work
lemed to be appreciated. How can we have
iore of it done?

From here we turned our faces homeward,
nd arrived in time for our church council, at

which time we made arrangements for our
feast at Bethel, our home church.

Feeling an interest in our home congrega-
)n, and not knowing whether we could get a

inister from abroad, we began meetings at

Bethel and continued a little over two weeks.
leather was delightful and the attendance
There was not much preaching done,

bere must have been a great deal of

praying. We had a glorious meeting. Ten
r souls were baptized and five reclaimed.

were seated around the Lord's table with
on the night of Oct. 23. Btethren Geo.
ybill and J. A. Dove were with us at our

feast, and rendered us some acceptable serv-

c Those who came to the church during
it meetings are young, ranging from eleven
twenty-five years. W. Y, Purslhy,
Saltpeter Cave, Va., Oct. 27.

->»OUR x BOOK x TABLED-

The "Ladies' Home Journal" has secured
hat promises to be the great magazine fea-

ire of 180?. It is entitled, " The Inner Expe-
ences of a Cabinet Member's Wife." In a,

:ries of letters written by the wife of a Cabi-

:t member to her sister at home, arc detailed

:r actual experiences in Washington, frankly'

and freely given. The letters were written

without any iot<nt :on of publication. They
give intimate peeps behind the cartain of h'gh

oliicial and social life, They are absolutely

feail;ss, they study Washington life under the

search-light, as it has never been before pre-

sented. The President, and the highest ofli

cialsof the land, with tbe most brilliant men
and women of the Capital, are seen in the

most familiar way. As these are all actual

experiences, the name of tbe writer is with-

held. The letters will doubtless excite much
shrewd guessing by readers, aTd study of in-

ternal evidence, to discover the secret. The
"Experiences," which will be beautifully il-

lustrated, begin in the December number and
2 for

-MATRIMONIAL-

LAU-NACE.—At the home of tbe brid

2305 Bjrnard St., Baltimore, Md , Nov. 2, 189,,

by the undersigned, Bro. J. S. Lau and Sister

Maggie E. Nacc, both of Baltimore City, Md,
S. O. Larkins.

FALLEN * ASLEEP .

.

LOEHR.—In Blooiningdalc, Mich., Oct. 26,

1897, Sister Judith Loehr, widow of Eld. Fred-

erick P. Loehr, aged 83 years, Her maiden
name was Baer. She was born in Stark Coun-
ty, Ohio. She was the mother of sixteen chil-

dren, eleven surviving. She was a member of

the Brethren church for s xty-seven years.

Shortly before her death she called for the eld-

aml v Funeral s n by Br

Ma

EAVEY.—In the Cook's Creek congrega-

id, near Dayton, Rockingham Co., Va., Nov.

1897, of cholera infantum, Annie Lenora
Eavey, daughter of W, L. and Mary I. Eavey,

red 3 months and 26 days, Funeral services

;re conducted by Eld. H. G. Miller.

CARROLL.—At Sidney, Ohio, Oct. 19, 1897,

little Vera Lucile Carroll, only daughter of

r. and Mrs. Carroll, aged 3 years, 9 months
d 16 days. While playing with matches, on

the sidewalk, in front of their home, on the ev-

ening of Oct. 18, the matches became ignited,

id set her clothing on fire. She was burned

badly that she died within twenty-eight

mrs. Funeral by D. D. Wine and the writer.

H. C. Longanecker.

DENNY.— In the Sugar Creek church, Han-
cock County, Ind , Bro. Alfred Denny, aged

! years, 4 months and 29 days. He leaves

ree children. Funeral occasion was im-

oved from 1 Thess. 4: 6, by the writer.

John S. McCarty,

ALBIN.— In the Maple Grove congregation,

Norion County, Kans,, 0;t. 24, 1897, Sister

Esther Albtn, aged 64 years, 1 month and 26

She was born in Saratoga County, N.

Y., Aug. 28, 1833. Funeral rervices by Bro. G.

M, Throne. Laura M. Shuey.

HAINY.—In the Beaver Creek congrega-

m, Va., Oct. 11, 1897, Mary C. Hainy, aged

67 years, 8 months and 5 days. Funeral servi-

s by Eld. Jacob Thomas,

EVERS.—In the same congregation, and on

e same day, of diphtheria, little Roy, son of

Job and Dora Evers, aged 6 years, I month
1 days. Funeral services by Eld. H. G.

Miller.

RINGGOLD.—In the same congregation,

Oct, 29, 1897, of membranous croup, little

en, son of Aaron and Barbara Ringgold,

aged 3 years, 9 months and 8 days, Funeral

rvices by Bro. A. S. Thomas,
M. B. Miller.

CASTER.—At their home near Leon, Iowa,

ct. 3, 1897, Marion Monroe, son of Bro. J. T,

and Sister S. J. Caster, aged 2 years, 3 months
td 2 days. Services at their borne, by the

riter. Text, Matt, 2: 18; 1 Thess. 4: 18.

L, M. Kod,

McCLURE.—In the bounds of the Loudon-
ville church, Ashland County, Ohio, Oct. 20,

1897, Susannah, wife of Robert McClure (de-

ceased), aged 85 years, 1 month and 18 days.

Funeral by the writer from Psa. 116: 15, I

David Bhubakbr.

GAMEN.—Near Pittsburg, Darke Co , Ohio,

Anna Mary Gamen, nee Ditmcr, aged 30 ycais

and 4 days. She was rmrried to Moses Ga-
men, Sept. 8, 1889. She united with the Breth-

ren church twenty one years ago, and re-

mained a consistent member until death. She
was anointed a few days before the final call to

her long home. She leaves a husband and
two children, one child having preceded her
to the other world, Funeral by Bro, Jesse

Stutsman. Levi Minnich.

MINNICH.—In the Mechanic Grove church,

Lancaster County, Pa., of typhoid pn:umonia.
Sister Katie, daughter of Bro. John and Sister

Barbara Minnich, aged 15 years and 27 days.

Not quite a year ago she joined the Brethren
church. She leaves a father, mother, two sis-

ters and seven brothers to mourn their loss.

Services by brethren Geo. Bucher and Ames
Hottenstein. Text, Luke 8: 52.

Mary P. Phillipy,

WELLER.— In the Middle Creek church,
Somerset County, Pa. ( Rachel Weller, wife of

Bro. Samuel J. Weller, aged 75 years, 1 month
and 13 days. Sister Weller was an exemplary
member of the Brethren church for about fif-

ty years. Funeral services by Bro. D. H.
Walker, from 2 Tim. 4: ?. G J. Schrock.

WINAND.—In the York, Pa„ church, Oct.
12, 1897, Sister Lydta Winand, aged 63 years, 7
months and 5 days. Deceased suffered from
cancer for about six months, a~d finally suc-
cumbed to the terrible disease. She was a
faithful member of the Brethren church for

many years. Abram S. Hershey.

TAYLOR—In Eaton, Ohio, Aug. 5, 1897,
Barbara A. Taylor, beloved wife of James E.
Taylor, aged 56 year', 9 months and 8 days.
Deceased was born in Rockiogham County,
Va., Oct. 28, 1841. She was afflicted with a
complication of diseases, but paralysis was the
chief cause of her death.

BRUNAIS.—At Pearl Rock, Iowa, in the
bounds of the Spring Creek church, Nov. 1,

er Julia Brunais, wife of Bro. Joseph
aged 64 years, 10 months and fifteen

days. She was born in Canada. She united
th the Brethren church three years ago, and

lived a consistent life. She was a great suffer-

rfor
. Shev

Ha

. laid 1

;l Nashua. Fu-

ElKBNBKRRY.

BROWN.—At Nappanee, Ind, Sept 27,

97, of typhoid fever, friend Charles H,
rown, son of Bro. Jacob and Sister Sarah
rown, aged 34 years and 26 days. He was

born and raised six miles east of Nappanee.
888 he was married to Etta J. Btumbaugh.

The following year they moved to Nappanee,
e he has since resided. He leaves a wife

two children, Funeral by Bro. Daniel

Wysong, from Psa. 89: 48
Levi D. Ulery,

JOHNSON.-In the Shoal Creek church,.

Newton County, Mo., July g, 1897, Bro. Absa-
Johnson, aged 72 years, 1 month and II

days. He united with the church about a year
before bis death, and lived an exemplary

tian lire till the end. He suffered for five

hs with heart trouble and neuralgia. He
s a widow and s :x children, The re-

i were laid to rest in the cemetery near

his home. Funeral by Bro, T. A, Robinson.

STEAD.—In the Macoupin Cre.-k congre-

gation, 111., Oct. 26, 1837, of congestion of the

stomach, Bro. B. G. Stead, aged 60 years, 8

mthsand 22 days. He leaves a wife, five

all children of bis second marriage, and
tr of the first marriage, Bro. Siead lived in

the neighborhood where he died, over fifty-six

. He served in tbe deacon's office, and
truly filled the office as directed by Paul. His

ins were laid to rest in the Macoupin
Creek cemetery. Funeral by the writer, as-

sisted by D. S. Filbrum, of Ohio, and the home
inistry. Text, Rev. 14: 13, 14.

Michael Flory.

MILLER.—In the Pine Creek church. III,,

ov. 4, 1897, Sister Jennie Linton Miller, aged

27 years. She leaves a husband and four chil-

Sbe was anointed, after which she ex-

pressed herself as being reconciled to the

Lord's will, She chose for her text: "Take
heed, watch and pray, for ye know not when
the time is." Services by Eld. Edmond For-

ney, in the Polo house, Emma Sp.cxler.
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JUNIATA BIBLE LECTURES.

• ADVERTISEMENTS <

Cheap Excursions to

NEBRASKA
Nov. 16, Dec. 7 and 21

e glveu to B««jiilt. Write a

OUR PUBLICATIONS.

= CHILDREN A'i V/ni?;. .

OUR PREMIUM OFFER

!

A RARE BARGAIN!
This is a sdf-proniiimcim: <-iuid;u S< hcul

Teacher's Bible, with Concordance, Maps,

and excellent Helps, and is well bound. The

chapters are numbered with figures instead

of letters. In fact, we have studied the de-

sires of our pattona and tried to meet them,

and WE ARE SUCCEEDING, lor to date

the demand is so far ahead nf what we ex-

pected that we have been unable to fill or-

ders as fast as Ihey conic in,

vid, Mho aim of A'brtVhAm.
2 d A'bnVham begat l'?a:ie: and
t'lj.nuc lH'jrat .Ta'eyb; and Alu'cQb

begat Jii'ihis and his brethren;
9 And " Jfl'das begat Phu'r9g and

and b
I'lifi

Tmt as testimonials ontinuallyshow.

If all member of the Brethren

he Rfessenge , then the chu ch will be more o one mind and he

Pushing the Bible Sale

sell Bibles, but to secure as many readers of the Gospel A/«<

fordoing this are:

I controls the publication of the Gospel

has placed an Advisory Board over Us reading

inly that which is of sound doi trine, right spirit

published,

itevcrit may be, is for World-Wide Missiens

r.rk in leading people to the

i luirth, as well as others, read

v.ux. hiim:vs juvenile quarterly.-

. REWARD CARDS.

So Good a Bible at so Low a Price

because we have them made by the thousand. The Bibles all come neatly boxtd, and wt

confident that they will please that we make this guarantee. We give the pun IlilSSt

Two Days to Examine the Book,

Gospel Meesengeh, a large 10-page weekly, to any address to Jan. 1, 1699.

Brethren's Almanac for 1898.

The aboye Biol©, linen-lined iuside o£ cover, to any express office prepaid*

All three for S2.75.

If a leather-lined back in Bible is preferred, the same Bible otherwise, in the above offer

for$3.co. IfDenison's Improved Thumb Inde:

bad, all for $3.50. Linen-Lined Bible is i

On these dates round; tri

ets, pood for 21 days, will 1

by all Buriiugton Route
and by those of many (

•>* HALF
£.s FARE

PlUS $2.

A Dry, Healthy Climate.

A Soil Unsurpassed for Richness.

easy to Cultivate, and Yielding all

Varieties of Crops.

Cap Goods.

J. J. ELLIS & CO..

General Commission Merchants

BALTIMORE, MD.

o, _
Highest mm -fc"i p.-; >.:> i" 1 vnmipt retarne,

BRETHREN'S

BRETHREN'S

eslffns.^6,

t.3XxV6

," (sfceaunlul dejlsus....
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leaves were found. In the folds of one of the
bands which passed across the grave-clothes, to
keep them in shape, was a folded papyrus, bear-
ing inscriptions which informed the reader that
this, the mummy of Rameses II., was concealed
in the pit where it was found, at a time when a
foreign army invaded Egypt. This quaint bit of
information, which was probably written 2,ooo
or 2,500 years ago, is as plain as though it had
been penned but yesterday."

essay

of Mi
Most

A few scientific men seem wonderfully am
ious to trace their kinship to the monkey tribe
and the way some of them behave themselve
leads us to conclude that if they did not descen
from the monkey, they are at least about on
level with him. A gentleman who has an ev

oring to train up a t

go, in order to pass

The monkey has bee
ing bath, to make hi

proved fashion, to co
fast table, seat himsel

seat himself, i

his breakfast

etiquette. H

to Darwinism, is endeav-
inkey in the way he should
is a man of polite ways,
taught to enjoy his morn-
toilet after the most ap-

i to a well-arranged break-
an a chair, as a man would

d, with knife, fork and spoon, eat
n keeping with the best rules of
sleeps in a bed like his would be

and several paragraphs from the writ:
Eddy, the head and founder of the chu
if those taking part in t

amen. It is not our purpose to give any
account of the faith, practice and claims of the
Christian Scientists. So far as we can learn, it

is about all faith and theory with them, Ihey ig-
noring the form of doctrine once delivered unto
the saints. But while giving little credit to their
claims, their progress prompts us to remind our
people of the importance of our putting mote
energy, intelligence, and wisdom into the woik
entrusted to us by the Holy Ghost. As a people,
toe have the best doctrine in the world, and we
want to put into it all the intelligence possible,
and then push it to the ends of the earth. And

doing so, let us bear in mind that there
yet thousands of pla

re we ought to be pn
'erting the people.
1 stretch every nerve,

n the United States
ng the Gospel, and
his work we ought
1 press with vigor

Till!
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Greatest Responsibility, By Walter Swiiiart 761
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^EDITORIAL t MISCELLANY -ev

Some of our readers may not have seen (his in-
teresting account of the mummy of a Pharaoh:
'The greatest discovery of mummies ever made
in Egypt was in the year 1881, when the remains
°f thirty nine royal personages were brought to
light at Dcirel-Bahari, Thebes. One of these
was proved to be the mummy of King Rameses
'I

,
the third king of the ninth dynasty, and the

naraoh of the Jewish captivity. This mummy
feet state of preservation. The mum-

my-case itself was of sycamore wood, plain and
unvarnished, and without a spot or stripe of paint,
something reckoned as unusual.: -The <:ase was,
owever, carved 10 represent Rameses, in the

Position of Osirus. The crossed arms rested
the breast, In the right hand was the royal

in the left, the royal book. The feat-
«« were delicately carved in the soft wood,
"d the whole was surmounted wita the crown of

and lower Egypt and surrounded by a rep-
utation of the uikus serpent. The name of
'meses was written in plain black characters
P°n the case, which bore no other text or rep-

dentation whatever, strongly contrasting with
" exaggerated dedications noted on almost all

other cases found in the same pit. The mum-

Jri

"Sdf was carcfu"y wrapped in rose-colored

ver
y
cf"°*'

linen
'

oi a tef'UI
'

e fin" 'ban the

ol

V
t k
•' India mu,li -''- In the diSerent folds

'"'s linen, several dried lotus flowers and

brother man, sits at the tabl

key language, of course, I

taught to drink whiskey and smoke cigars. All
this is done to show how near the monkey resem-
bles man. And yet, after all is said and done,
the imitative creature is still a monkey in good
standing, and neither clothes nor training can
make anything else of him. He cannot talk,
nor can he learn to read. He is i

and will so remain to the end of time
trying to make a monkey appear like :

clothing him after the most approved fa
reminds one of the efforts sometimes mai
attire the unconverted in the Christian garb,
the proper clothing and training in the
will not enable the unregenerated to pass
Christian, with those whose eyes are unde
influence of the Spirit. First convert the
and then let him attire himself in such gat
becometh a Christian.

monkey
But this

man, by

Mormons, or Latter Day Saints, as they
call themselves, are far from being idle in that
which pertains to the interest of their claims.
The action of the Government a few years ago]
which made polygamy a crime, punishable in Utah
as well as elsewhere, for a time paralyzed the
Mormon movement. But the majority seem to
have become reconciled to -the inevitable, though
the most of their leaders are strongly in sympa-
thy with polygamy, and a few of them still re-
tain a number of wives, secretly, however. They
have recovered from the backset, and now, since
the right of Statehood has been granted to Utah,

'ng quite aggressive. At this time they
the rulii ent Utah, but it ique

ge

In 1879, or eighteen years ago, Mrs. Eddy, with
twenty-six members, organized in Boston, the
mother church, known as "The First Church of
Christ, Scientists." Since then the growth of this

body of people has been remarkable, They now
have 319 organizations in the United States,

Canada and England. A few. days ago they dWP
icated .their large church edifice in Chicago.
The fruilding, including all connected with it,

cost SioS.ooo, and every cent of the money was
raised or provided for, before the dedication

United States,

converts.

were held. Whil
put that much money in a

city like Chicago, still we
people for their wisdom
for building, befi

own peopl

not

church,

The attendance at thi;

very large, people

ecessary to

n in a large

re must commend these

i in securing the means
pleting the house. Our
practical thinking along

orde

gathei

way from Sa
present. In order to

date all desiring to take part in the

,
it was found neceisary to hold three

it being understood that those attend-

service, would absent themselves from
the others. The dedicatory exercises were a lit-

tle peculiar, in that there was no preaching.
There was the reading of some Scripture, a few

tion whether they are going to remain
lead much longer. The emigration cf ot
pie to that Slate may make a very desirabl
in this respect. However, the Mormons .....

confining their efforts to Utah. They have a
' naries in various parts of the
i are said to be making some

Within the last few years they have
sent twentyfour ciders into the northern pait of
Indiana, and a Conference was recently held in
Indianapolis, at which there was a representa-
tion of considerable force. Considering the base
origin of the Mormon church, the unreliable evi-
dences on which they rest their claims, and some
of the disgraceful transactions with which they
have been connected, they are making remark-
able progress. But they are well organized,
have skillful leaders, aud are pushing their claims.
While they lack a good deal of being as harmless
as doves, they are fully as wise as serpents. The
most of our people have emphasized the impor-
tance of the former, and greatly neglected the
latter. Those wishing to inform themselves on
the "Doctrines and Dogmas of Mortnonism,"
should send 81.50 to the Messenger office, for
Elder Davis H. Bay's work. He was once a Mor-
mon, and knows how to refute their doctrines and

Dr. Nansen, who
present, gives graphit

to the frozen North.

lecturing in Chicago, at

descriptions of his visit

)ne cannot help but feel

impressed with his courage and intrepidity in

exploring the unknown regions of the frost king,
and yet it would be better if the vast sums thus
expended, were used to carry the Blessed Gospel
to those who have never heard it.
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-ESSAYS'
"Study lo show thyself 0]

THAi\K5aivit\<j.

For all that Love has given

We offer '.banks to day,

For Rifts of sweet indulgence

Strewn thick along our way;

The ever cfcaoging beauty

Of earths dear dwelling place,

The light of faithful friendship

In many a gentle face.

For times of joy and p'enty.

For times of grief and care,

For want that sent us hungry

To the Father's feet in prayer,

For the hard, peip'cxing lessons

Blurred by tearful eyes,

Where we spelled life's holy less

By the I'ght of sacrifice.

With yearning hearts we thank t

For constant fatherhood,

That lifts our low ideals

To the far-off perfect good;

That chides our idle footsteps,

Slackening in the race,

And will n-tlit us linger

Be'ow the highest place;

That sends the slrake of sorrow

To wake untimely sleep,

That pun shes transgression,

Yet pities while we weep.

Words cannot hold the measure

Of homage we would pay,

Because thou art our Father

We keep Thanksgiving Day.

THANKSCjIViNa.

BY J. F. EBERSOLE.

It was at one time said that to be a Roman
greater than to be a king, but that can no longe

said of Rome. Her greatness has departed,

funeral car of the ages has lonj since borne her into

oblivion, leaving only rubbish enough to attest her

former greatness.

But we may safely say to day, that, to be an

American, is greater than to be a king. America

is the brightest stir in the grand constellat'on of

the nations of eatth,

She is grand because of the opportunities she af-

fords. The humblest citizen may attain to Ihe

highest station within the gift of her people.

There is
7

no royal line of succession but that of fi-

delity. She is great in extent, with more territory

than England, Ireland, Scotland, Germany and

France combined, with more than four thousand

miles of seacoast. She has the proportions of a

colossal giant among the nations.

America is great in resources. With mountains

of iron, and mines of golden wealth, and her count-

less herds, which furnish food and raiment for her

people, with her garnered crops and happy homes,

it is safe to say that no other nation has ever been

better housed, better clothed, and better fed, than

the people of America.

America has made prodigious strides in her ad-

vancement in the arts and sciences. Her internal

improvements are the wonder of the world. Cities

spring up as if by magic, and seem to vie with the

enterprise that is making strong her network of

railways. If we scale the heights of imagination,

and, with shaded vision, peer into the future, we

must conclude that, judging by the past, there are

immeasurable possibilities in store for her.

With a liberty-loving people, properly-educated

to recognize and revere the source from whence

come all these, all the fullness of God's mercy will

continue to be ours. We can surely say, " God

hath not dealt so with any other land." It is there-

fore proper for us to assemble on the day set apart,

and, as a nation, give thanks for all these blessings.

But too many keep Thanksgiving as a day of hi-

larity, with a faint show of reverence, After get-

ting out what to them is the kernel, in sport and

mirth, they cast the empty husk to the Lord, aud

ask him to accept it as tneir gratitude. They eat,

drink, and are merry, and ne-.'er ask God for any-

thing; never thank him for anything. Getting cut

of this world what they can, in riches and other

pleasures, they stem to forget that there is a day

In a review of the past year we find much to be

thankful for. While some parts of the East have

been famine and plague-stricken, and other parts

have been wasted by war and bloodshed, the cood

angel of peace and plenty has spread her wings for

cur protection,

While the kingdoms and empires of the old

world keep immense standing armies, and add to

their domains by conquest, we are not so burdened,

but the greatness of America has attracted the

longing eyes of the oppressed of other lands, and

they are asking to he admitted into the sisterhood

of States. A nation's greatness finds its dwelling-

place in the homes of her peop'e. Let us, then, la-

bor to make them wcrthy recipients of all of God's

goodness, and exemplify the beautiful thought,

that " happy is that f eoplevhoje Gad is the Lord."

In the strength of the inspiration that springs from

the endearing sentiment of " God, home and native

land," go forward to battle against every evil that

tends lo les'en the respect for either.

Oh, America, America, thou favored land of lib-

crtjl Thy ftuitful fields and magnificent cities

speak of the peace and prosperity of thy people!

Thy mountain peaks cast the reflection from their

eternal snows into fruitful valleys at their feet.

Thy vast inland lakes bear on their bosom the

ships laden with rich merchandise of earth,—the

production of thy hardy sons of toil. May you

never forget the God who giveth you all this, but,

in that last great day, when kingdoms, powers and

empires shall fade away, in the presence of him

who cormth in the name of victory, may there

come forth, from the ranks of thy living and sleep-

ing millions, a vast tru'titude, who shall be consid

ered worthy to give praise, adoration and thanks-

giving to God, the Most High, in that world with-

out end. Amen!
Sz'em, Ore.

A PRESSING NEED.

The great need of the church to-day is more fu'ly

developed members, rather than numbers. Too

many of our people are like the Jewish Christians,

which are spoken of in Heb. 5: 12: " For wher

for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need

that one teach you again which be the first princi

pies of the oracles of God; and are become such as

have need of milk and not of strong meat."

Many who have been in the church from five to

twenty years, or more, when asked to teach a Sun-

day school class, or lead in prayer meeting, will ex-

cuse themselves by saying, "I can't.' The great-

est aid lo Christian growth is earnest, habitual

prayer. In fact, it is absolutely impossible to grow

in grace and the knowledge of our Lord Jesus

Christ, without constant recourse to prayer. Pray-

ing is as necessary to spiritual life, as breathing is

to natural life. Stop a man's breathing, and he dies

physically. Stop a man's prayiog, and he dies

spiritually. Oh, my brother, sister, may not your

coldness and indifference be caused by this neg-

lect? Let me urge upon you to make use of this

means of growth, because,

1. Our asking is not restricted to probabilities.

The " whatsoever in my name" of John 14: 13 is

Third J ahn we see the very touch-stone of our ri

ious lives. ' Beloved, I wish above all things,

thou mayest prosper, and be: in health even as thy

soul prosperelh."

We have no right to prosper and be in health

re the growth of our spiritual natures. By vir-

af the test given by John, were the Lord to take

the people of this generation at their choice, inside

tie year our country would be filled with inva.

and paupers. We could do away with the in.

dustrial pursuits of our land, and erect, instead,

alms houses and hospitals.

Remember that we have no assurance of

prayers being answered, only on the condition that

we ask in Christ's. name. "Ye ask and do not r

ceive, because ye ask amiss." In Christ's name <

cures an audience wilh the King of heaven, because

Jesus is well known there. When you come

ch credentials, God knows that you have learned

his Son. Fathers and mothers, would you give

.ur children a rich legacy? Then show them the

;ample of a consecrated life. How many childten

ver heard father or mother pray! Where that is

re, do not wonder that your pews are filled up

th aged persons, and your children are out in tta

Id world.
_

THE SABBATH.

The substance is always better than the shade

Col. 2: 16, 17; Heb. 10: 1. The first creation hi

its appropriate Sabbath. The new creation, which

ends all the types of the law, has a Sabbath 0! its

own. Isa. 65: 17, 18. There could be no Sabbath

in the first creation until the word "finished"

spoken. Gen. 2: I. So, in the new creation, there

could be no Sabbath till the same word was utt

John 191 30.

In the pure, original Greek, we find the first day

of the week, which followed the seventh day,

times called the Sabbalh in Matt. 28: r, Mark 16; 2,

9, Luke 24: 1, and John 20: I, 1 1. In the resurrec-

tion of Christ, the eternal God found his final rest,

and there only we can find it. Call it first day (

seventh day, Sabbath cr Sunday, it is emphatita

ly the Lrrd's Day, In that fact lies all our hope,

and it is the perfection of wisdom that our worship

should be on the day in which the eternal purpose

of God was consummated. 1 Cor. 15: 17; Eph. J;

11.

We cannot go back to the first Sabbath, and

make a consistent plea for its continuance, without

advocating "another Gospel," which Paul declates

accursed. Gal. 1:6-9, I challenge any one or. the

face of the eatth to disprove I his. This will not af-

fect the fourth commandment in the Decalogue any

more than the rest. The Decalogue stands to-d>y

in all the vigor of its claims. The first command-

ment is as comprehensive and valid to-day, as when

written with the finger of God on tables of stone on

Mount Sinai. But the maimer of its fulfillment has

changed.

The love demanded has not changed, but its e%-

pression has. So with the fourth commandment,

and all the others. The Gospel is law fitfill d, and

its tigktee utness offered as grace lo faith. Rom. J:

21; Gal. 2: 19.

God bless thee, my dear brother, and give you 1

glorious realization of the Sabbath in Matt. 11; 29

Union Deposit, Pa.

Belie it! It is the Sa pron to

you. You dare not question his integrity.

fe can come to God with the same confidence

that a child comes to its father. Psa. 103: 13, 14;

Matt, 6: 9.

3. Our coming is not confined to certain times

(1 Thess. 5: 17), and places (Deut. 33: 26, 27).

4. Prayer is the index of our spiritual natures

Praying will either make us quit

will make us quit praying, In the second verse of

THE TALMUD.

This interesting history and account of the Tal-

mud, by Amelia E. Barr, is clipped from the Chr®

tian Herald.

The Talmud is the Sphinx sitting at the gate
j|

literature for the last twenty centuries; and v<s|

few people know anything of its history or its con-

tents. Its composition began in ths oral tradition'

of priests, prophets, and rabbis. These W'
gathered together about 200 B. C. by the Ra""'

Judah; and this collection is now known as tat

Mishna or Text. Yet, even in Christ's time, it b>°
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so overshadowed the Law, that he reproaches the
Pharisees for making "the word of God of none
effect

1

' through their traditions.

For a thousand years this book was hunted al-

most to destruction by edicts of confiscation and
burning. Honorius 1V„ writing A. D. iiS6, to the
Archbishop of Canterbury, says: " Anent this
damnable book, all other evils flow out of it." The
final struggle for its existence occurred in the reign
of the great Maximilian of Germany. He being
applied to for a decree for its extermination, gave
it; and the famous Hebrew and Greek scholar
K:uchlin was appointed to give force to the em-
peror's edict. Being a fearless and passionate
lover of literature, he did not care, he said, " to
participate in the wholesale murder of a book,
written by Christ's nearest relations." He honestly
told the emperor that he knew nothing of the Tal-
mud, and that he was not aware of any one who did,

least of all its enemies. If it contained attacks
against Christianity, he proposed they should be re-

plied to; for, added this noble scholar, "burning is

but a ruffianly argument." It is hard for us to un-
derstand the fierce quarrel that ensued; kings and
divines took hot and angry sides; but out of it came
the first complete edition of the Talmud ; and, while
it was printing in Venice, Martin Luther burned
the Pope's bull at Wittenberg; and that auto de ft
helped the world and Christianity far more than
the obliteration of the Talmud could have done.
This book of mystery and antiquity is a vast re-

pository of the wisdom and fancy of buried ages.
The history of medicine, astronomy, mathematics,
and many other sciences, can only be perfectly
written by some reference to the Talmud, which
contains the records of their infancy. Here art

pictures of Persia, Egypt, Hellas, Rome, Byzan
tium, sketched from every-day life, with a pencil
dipped in the glowing colors of the East. But it

of its theology we would here inquire.

It teaches a gradual process of creation, and
power in it but that of God, whose name is declared
to be unspeakable, so that he is called by his at-

tributes: The Merciful,—Holy One,—Word,—Al-
mighty,—Shechinah,—Our Father which art in

heaven.

It teaches that all souls, intended to be born, have
been created and hidden away from the moment of
creation.

It teaches that there is no hereditary sin, but that
the desire to commit sin is a greater guilt than the
act itself,—a feeling in accord with St. Paul's class-

ing men " who had pleasure " in the evil works of
others as greater sinners than the evil-doers.

It teaches the resurrection and immortality of
the soul, saying: "The righteous hath no rest,

neither in this world nor the next; for they go from
host to host, from strength to strength: they will
see God in Zion."

lost emphatically that none are to be
1 the world to come; and, regarding
:aven, it uses the words, " Eye hath

:ar heard." Hell is admitted, though
the space between heaven and hell is said to be on-
ly " two fingers' breadth," and that this is bridged
by the first prayer of sincere repentance, except for
idolaters and traitors, whose punishment is said to
be for " generations and generations."
The Talmud is even more bitter than the New

Testament against those Pharisees "who preach
beautifully and do not act beautifully." It enumer-
ates six classes of them: First, those who do God's
will from selfish motives; second, those who say,
" Wait for me, I have just one more good work to

Perform;" third, those who knock their heads
a8ainst a wall, avoiding the sight of a woman;
fourth, saints in office; fifth, those who beg you to
mention some more good deeds to perform; sixth,
|he true Pharisee, who does the will of his Father
'"> heaven because he loves him,
The Talmud shows us how easily tradition and

commentary may bury the original text, and the
Christian cannot be too grateful that he is shut up
to the law and the testimony. Suppose the ser-

Paul preached during the two years h

755

" who came to him," his disputes and arguments
with the church and ihe apostles had been pre-
served, what an opening there would have been for
schism, doubt, and extravagance of every kind I

Any one who looks at the amazing mass supple-
menting the revealed law in the Talmud, will see
the wisdom of God in keeping the Christian church
to the simple authority of the Testaments.

If we come to the " Haggadistic" or literary por-
tion of the Talmud, no one will be surprised that
the clear-headed Paul called it "old wives' fables."
It is full of such extravagant fictions as make the
"Thousand and One Nights" probabilities; fictions
borrowed from Indian and Persian sources, sat-

urated with the doctrine of the transmigration of
the soul. From its weird, mystic fables the Rom-
ish Church has borrowed superpurgation, purgatory
and the doctrine of individual intercession; though
they made them a profitable article of faith to the
priesthood, instead of a

A writer in Blackwood
of this book by the Jews
their degradation; and we

nbli ig, undefined dog-

the acceptance

is " sacred " th

:annot but wonder that

1 fables and refused the

His lips, especially when
foolish of the Talmudic
very age that produced

It teaches

excluded fn

not seen,

1

they received these cr

law of truth and wisdo
a great number of the

fictions were written ii

the Gospels and the Epistles. But it is doubtful if

any large number of the Jews of this day have ever
seen a Talmud or know its contents. If this book
were issued in plain Anglo-Saxon, in cheap popular
form, they would be ashamed of the gods they
have chosen. Whoever will put the Talmud in the
sunlight of the nineteenth century will take the
veil from before the eyes of Israel, and then we may
hope they will seach the Hebrew Script'

learn of him of whom they testify.

and

EXPERIENCES IN CHRISTIAN LIFE.

HARVEY NETZLEY.

Is it not wonderful how God works wilh man,
order to bring him in a condition that he may

There are

God, and soo

their prescribed

r understanding,

ught." John 13:

chine—the tried

as they keep in

Holy Spirit of

s love, power,

us obey through

If we do this we
eceive whatsoever

. John 14: 13, 14.

> to make all his

rsons that start out to serve

e tired and dissatisfied. What
is the reason? We must believe that prayer is neg-
lected.

If we are engaged in prayer daily, our Savior will

give us life, and the Holy Ghost will so bless us
that we will not be dissatisfied.

Have wc not experienced many things in our
Christian life that, at the time, were bitter, and
such things, also, that, at times, seemed to be
against us? Afterwards we can look back and see

that the Lord has done all things for our good.

It is often necessary for things to come in our
pathway, to stop us from ways that we go some-

God sent an angel to stop Balaam from
pursuing a wrong course.

Often we cannot understand why the way be-

comes darkened, but God knows. Afterward;
ve not appreciate the sunshine more? God must
lo a good deal of moulding, tearing down and
milding up in some of his children.

Let us be submissive, so we may be of most use

o our Saviorl

Adams, Nebr.

THESE THINGS.

BY NANCY D. UNDERHIL

: ye do them."

—

We have known of church members who scrupu-

lously observed all the ordinances, and yet were not

happy. Why? Their obedience was literal, but

not spiritual. The wind-mill which faithfully per-

forms its duty day by day, throws a goodly stream

of water for the benefit of thirsty mortals. It is a

useful machine, but it does not obtain happiness
by the performance of its duty, because it has

great many Christians perform
duties, without spirit or heart
just because the Word says, " Ye
i|. They are like the faithful m
tool,— useful and good as long
order and do not wear out.

But, precious reader, God does not want us to bi

tools or machines that con wear out, For tha
reason he has given us freely of hi:

everlasting life. The Spirit of God
light; therefore, if we obey, let u
love, according to John 14: 15. If

shall have power with God and
we shall ask in our Master's nan

Christ has taken infinite pai

ways and plans plain lo our understanding so that
we might comprehend the beautiful symbolic char-
acter of all the ordinances and receive joy or bless-
ing in their observance. Light is beautiful and
good, but what benefit is it to the blind? It is the
Lord's will that we should, while on the earth, re-

ceive a foretaste of the joys of heaven. Hence it

is necessary for us to realize the significance of
each ordinance participated in, if we would enjoy
its full benefit, This does not signify that we shall

abstain from obedience because of a present lack
of understanding, for Christ told Peter, " What I

do thou knowest not now."
Wc are careful to teach the full significance of

baptism: it is to wash away our sins, Acts 22: 16.

We say it is symbolic of a spiritual washing or
cleansing, but how few of us even try to under-
stand the significance of fut-uuuhingl Many obey
the command just because of the "ought," with-
out considering the full significance of the dear
Lord's careful explanation, When Peter learned
that, without this little washing, he could not
inherit heaven, he thought that, since it was nec-
essary to have the feet washed, it would be of
still greater value to wash, not the feet only, but

j the hands and head,—or, probably, the whole
son. But Jesus said, "He that is

deth not save to wash his feet, but
every whit."

From this, as well as Christ's example, we see
that the person whose feet are lo be washed, is one
who has been previously waihcd or baptized, one
who is already spiritually clean, or free from the
condemnation of sin, having accepted the " washing
of regeneration." Jesus said to his disciples, " Ye
are clean, but not all" (having reference to Judas,
the hypocrite), So is the baptized disciple of
Christ clean, or free from the guilt and condem-
nation of carnality (except the hypocrite; he
is not clean though he has been baptized, though
the Lord has stooped to wash his feet, though
he has partaken of the body and blood of Christ,

and though he may wear the title of an official

member, and carry the money-bag, as did Judas,

)

But, while we find that the person, to receive the
benefit of this ordinance, is a baptized person, there-

fore spiritually clean, yet it seems that this little ad-
ditional washing is also essential, Dare any one
ask why?

Feet-washing, like all the other ordinances, is

symbolic. Like baptism, it is a washirg. Like
baptism, it is performed with water. Like bap-
tism, it is essential to a life of obedience. Like
baptism, it is performed by Christ's disciples.

Like baptism, it is a command, given by Christ,

to be obeyed by his followers. Baptism is a beau-

tiful symbol, showing the power of Jesus to wash
away our guilt. It is performed upon the whole

ished

clean

body (by i

to cleanse and rcneu

but entire, perfect.

began to serve him,

guilt was washed aw;

after three years of t

little carnality, or h

their mortal bodies, I

not have been guilty of falsehood and profa

even under the most trying circumstances.

We may wash a garment ever so clean, yet it wilt

get soiled again. When we prepare for a long

), showing that Christ's power
w, is not partial or imperfect,

When Christ's disciples first

1, they were baptized. Their
vay, their sins forgiven. Yet,

with Jesus, there was a

weakness, clinging to

26: 74, else Peter could

"tried at Ephesus, his conversations with thosel heart in it,—no spirit, no understanding, So a journey, we first take a bath, yet, when we have
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traveled a lone way en foot, a foot-bath is re-

freshing, restful, necessary. It gives us comfort

or pleasure. When the disciple of Christ starts

out on his j >urncy toward reaven, he fist receives

a bath, or washing, which cleanses his whole be'ng.

Baptism is typical of that first cleansing, and it

is complete, but as we travel, day after day, along

the dusty pathway of earthly existence, some of

the filth of this world will cling to our souls How
refreshing, then, to have it typical'y washed away,

by means of a little foot rath! How it does rest the

weary pilgrim, along the journey of life, to oc-

casioually have all worldliness removed frcm his

mind by a gentle, loving companion, who sloops

to serve us just because he loves us; not because he

is obliged to. Does it not give us happiness, thus

to have the weight of worldliness so kindly and

lovingly removed?

J'sus bore humility, degradation and shame for

us, beciuse he loved us. He says, "If ye love me,

keep my commandments." He set us an example,

that we should do as he did to us. John 13: 15,

He, then, wai the light of the world. Now, " Ye

are the light of the world." Without Vght the

world cannot s-e. When we stoop down to wash

one another's feet, we bear witness of Christ's hu-

mility and suffering for the children of men. When
we re-enact the last ordinance of his establishing,

showing his humility and love toward men, the

world sees in us Christ's humility, Christ's sacrifice.

Jesus washed his disciples' feet. His disciples'

feet were washed by the Lord and Master. It was

necessary that the Lord wash Peter's feet. There

is no respect of persons with God. It is necessary

that the Lord wash cur feet. When we do as Je-

sus did, we represent Christ. la us, the world sees

Jesus washing the feet of his disciples. So in our

obedience, we symbolize the washing away of

worldliness by the Lord Jesus Christ.

A brother, or any person, may wash the feet of an-

other at any place, or at any time. What does that

washing signify? Nothing. But when we do as

Christ did, we symbolize Christ's doings, and if we

symbolize, or represent, Christ in this act, then, in

symbol, Christ washes away the filth of the world

from our feet, when one of his members (who rep

resent him on earth) stoops to perform this lowly

ordinance. So, as Christ washed his disciples'

feet over eighteen centuries ago, he, by his follow-

ers, stoops to wash our feet now. AH for love!

Ought not we to be happy when the Lord of

lords and King of kings stoops down from his

glorious position to perform the most lowly and

menial task for us, because he loves us? When we

real :ze that Christ is in that dear lowly brother or

sister, washing our feet, can we fail to love him

with an ardor that will permeate our whole being?

Then, when his humility has won our hearts, will

we not rejoice to perform the same lowly duty for

one in whom Christ dwells? -"If ye know these

things, happy are ye if ye do them."

Christ washed his disciples' feet before he gave

to them the bread which should symbolize his

broken body, and the cup which should represent

his blood, that was shed for our redemption.

"Whosoever shall eat this bread and drink this cup

of the Lord unworthily, shall be guilty of the body

and blood of the Lord." 1 Cor. 11: 27.

What a serious thing this is! Then "let a man
examine himsell!" Ah, dear reader, do we find

ourselves worthy? Have we not often made grave

mistakes, and grieved the Holy One, coming far

short of our Chiistian duty, even since our baptism?

Then let us stoop and receive this cleansing which

the Lord and Master is willing to bestow (through

one of his ambassadors) that we may be pure and

clean, and fit to sit at the Lord's table to receive

from him the Bread and Water of Life. If, then, our

Lord and Master hath washed our feet, we, "also,

ought to wash on*, another's feet."

Canon City, Colo.

Nevbr attempt to measure God's love for you.

by your love for him; for his love is boundless,

and surpasseth all understanding.

OUR QLEANINUS.

In perusing our excellent paper, the Gospel

Messenger, No. 45, I was especially interested in

the articles on the "Christian Ministry." I read

and reread them. Of "chaffy" articles the reader

may get all they contain in one reading, My first

thought I gleaned was the unity of sentiment, in

the main, especially in their experience and trials,

and the great responsibility connected with the of-

fice. I bespeak for them a frequent, careful read-

ing, especially by the young ministers. I call spe-

cial attention to the four last articles.

Another characteristic of the articles, is the uni-

form modesty, but diversity of style in telling

about the same thing in substance, showing diver-

sity of gifts but the same spirit. Again, items that

one omitted, the other mentioned, as though they

especially arranged the manuscript. That feature

forcibly reminded me of the work of inspiration in

writing the New Testament Scriptures. John wrote

on several subjects, of which the oiher three said

nothing.

I do not wish to convey the idea, however, that

those brethren were inspired, as were the apostles,

but I feel certain the writers v/ere directed by the

same Spirit.

Another item in the Fame number, page 713, by
Bro. D. L. Miller, speaking of the departure of our

dear missionary brethren and sisters to India, He
says some twenty-five brethren and sisters were

present. What a comfort this was! I could only

with tears contemplate our departure from the

same wharf, to Denmark, Germany and England,

though it occurred twenty years ago, Oct. 13.

How lonely we felt! Not one soul was present,

whose heart beat in sympathy with our work. We
were entire strangers to all, attracting considerable

notice, however, because of our appearance. Not
one face was familiar to any of usl What progress

in twenty years! Starting to India, cr even around

the world, does not seem more of a task than it did

seventy years ago, to go from Pennsylvania to Illi-

nois; the world seems to narrow down as facilities

of travel improve. What seemed impossible, or

at least incredible, to us, as a church, thirty years

ago, is now readily accomplished, and much re-

mains yet to be done, The most powerful and ef-

fectual means at hand is the press. I would re-

joice to see the Gospel Messenger printed in

twenty or more languages, and sent out broad cast

over the world. Let us meve and push in that di-

Booth, /Cans.

THE TRUE VINE.

"I am the true vine, and my Father 13 the husbandmau,"

—

John 15: 1.

There are, no doubt, many vines, but Jesus is

the True Vine. We sometimes buy vines that are

not true to name, and we fail to detect the fraud

until they begin to bear fruit. There are many
vines, and many are the branches that are in them,

but there is no husbandman, and, consequently, no

The fruit is "love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gen-

tleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance,"

and this fruit " is in all goodness and righteousness

and truth " The fruit of the Spirit is one, even as

God is one, and the vine that brings forth fruit, that

lacks either of the essential qualities named, is not

true. The society, secret or otherwise, that selects

one or more of these qualities, to the neglect or

discredit of the others, is not of the Spirit, but of

the world. The different secret orders each lay

claim to some one of these qualities and claim

their work is of God, but when we remember that

all these qualities enter into the Spirit's fruit, it is

clear that these are untrue vines. Likewise the

church, whose doctrine lacks the peace of God, or

the meekness of the Lowly Lamb, or the longsuffer-

ing of ( Rede not true to the name she

'ebear? The
not as Christ

r!d comes by

3 more power

: by the sac-

Suppose we were to purchase a vine whose fruit

is said to be very sweet, large, white and early to

ripen. We plant this vine and it grows vigorously

puts forth many branches, is laden with fruit, ma-
tures at the proper time, the size and color are all

that was expected, but when we taste it, it is sour

What now! Is this vine true?

Suppose we compass sea and land to make pros-

elytes; we have powerful workers, add on many
branches, but, when a dispute arises, we are as

ready, and even more powerful in the shedding
f

blood than the worst of the heathen, are we in the

true vine? Are we true to the name x

world gives (declares) peace, but

gives peace. The peace of the wo
killing and destroying until there is n

to resist, while the peace of Christ cam
rifice of himself, that others might lii

takes the life of the enemy to restore peace, the

other gives his life for the enemy, that so there

may be peace. By looking back to the days of

Constantine, we may see a vine that was not true,

as the results plainly show. The branches could be

counted by the millions, but there was no husband-

man, and what a spectacle that vine presents!

There are many other vines, the branches of

which war and fight, and which, not wild by nature,

hav: been engrafted into a wild vine. They can-

not bear the peaceable fruit of righteousness. The

grafting into the True Vine is the same as grafting

into the tame olive tree; it is contrary to nature.

According to nature we take the scion from the

good tree, and place it into the evil that it may
bear good fruit; but not so with the "True

Vine," for in this case the branch is taken from the

wild, or evil, and placed into the good, that it may
produce good fruit. If, therefore, the fruit is evil,

the nust be als

True Vim lere may be branches that

bear no fruit. These are cut off by the husband-

man; but there are none that bear evil fruit, be-

cause it is impossible for any one to partake of the

fatness, or sap, of that root and bear evil fruit,

The word is God, in Christ, personated. He that

enters into the Word, enters into Christ, He that

enters into the doctrines of man, enters into man

and cannot but bear the fruits of man. A stream

cannot rise higher than its source.

There are some who are in the True Vine by faith,

but the Father cuts them off by works, and they

are cast off and wither, and are " cast into the fire."

"I was hungry, naked, sick and in prisor, and ye

ministered not to me.'' These are cut off from re-

ceiving the good of the vine and are withered, and

now, at the judgment, they are cast into the fire.

They teach, they pray, they talk mission work and

charity, but this ends it all. The blessing that

comes by actual mission work on the part of many,

who could be missionaries at home and abroad,

they know nothing of. Some I have heard talk

of the worthy poor, but they never find them,

They never find the minister that actually deserves

their charity, either he is as well off as they are,

or he has some fault that renders him undeserving.

The sick are neglected because those who might

help, are busy, the persecuted are too far away,—

they are cut off from them.

I once heard a brother say that he did not be-

lieve that God will let a faithful minister or his

family suffer want because of the loss of time. I

said, "Do you think, then, that God will let the

man suffer who gives the faithful minister a few

dollars to help on the work? " He did not seem to

know how God would act in that case. A dead

man is cut off from the blessings of life,

Bealeton, Va.

It is related that a certain m>n placed on one

of his buildings, a weathervane, upon which were

inscribed the words: "God is Love." Some one

criticised him, saying: " You have placed an im-

mutable truth on a very changeful thing," " No,

it is all right," he replied; " it means that God is

love, whichever way the wind blows,"
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**-THE i SUNDAY i SCHOOLS
LESSON LIQHT-FLASHES.

Christ's Humility and Exaltation -Phil. 2: i-u.

Lesson for December 5.

In the opening of this lesson Paul wants h'S peo
pie to know what Christ is to them. And it is a
good thing for us to know. Few or none of us ap
preciate what Christ really has been and is to us.
Perhaps,we will never fully learn to know, unless
the time should ccme, in our experience, that we
have no part with him, and that all that he has
done and suffered, as far as we arc concerned, has
been in vain, not because he did not do enough, but
because we refused to accept. But if he his been
to us our comfort, consolation and bowils of mer-
cies, we should be like-minded towards one another
and towards him, because, to each of us, he is

equally precious. What he has been to cne.'he has
been to all. Indeed, where cou'd we find comfort
and consolation outside of Christ? There is none.
Take Christ away from us and we hive nothing left

in life to live for. Through him we have promise
of the life that now is and that which is to come.
He is not only our resurrection, but also the hope
cf that which is beyond it,

But, in order that he may be all these things
to us, Paul would say, " Let this mind be in you
which was also in Christ Jesus." Christ lived sal-

vation to the world. In the same way we are to

live salvation for each other and for the world. To
dolhis we must have the same kind of a mind as

was in Christ Jesus. That there may be a same-
ness of life, there must be a sameness of the ele-

ments constituting that life, and as the thin

do are the exponents of our mind or though
to have the same life lived, we must see that we get
the same mind Nothing else can produce the de
sired sameness, hence the injunction, "Let this

mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus."

Then follows the reason why we should be Christ-
minded.

I. Because, while in his exalted condition, he was
willing to abase himself that he might reach us and
be able to exalt us v/ith himself. "Who, being in

the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal
with God." It is not so hard a thing for a poor man,
of no reputation, to do something lo help or save
his fellow, because they are both on the same plane
of life, and have common interests and feelings, but
for a very rich man, surrounded by all the luxuries

and enjoyments that wealth and position affords, to

leave all this splendor, become poor and endure
the disadvantages of the poor,— is quite a different

thing. And yet, Christ did a thousand times more
than ih ; s, when he came down from heaven, became
flesh and not only dwelled with the lowest and
poorest, but underwent all the privations, that it was
possible for a man to suffer. He came down to
Ihe very poorest that he might touch the bottom of

human poverty and sufferings, thus enabling him to

lift up and save to the uttermost all those who will

come to him. Further, it ought to teach us that if

he so loved us, to be willing to make all this sacri-

fice to save us from ruin and death, there should be
no sacrifice too great for us to make for his sake.

He humbled himself to reach and save us. We
ought to humble ourselves to get to him.

" But made himself of no reputation, and took
upon himself the form of a servant, and was made
in the likeness of men .... and became obedient

unto death, even the death of the cross." And why
ail this humiliation? That we might be saved,

raised up, exalted unto eternal li'e.

There is one thing in this lesson that is far us to

'earn and know. It is this: In what Christ has
done, salvation has only been made possible to us

We are not saved because Christ suffered and died,

hut we may be. It is his desire lhat we shall be,

hut that it may be so, we must also desire it,—more,
we must accept the offer and comply with the con-

ditions if we are to enjoy the benefits of the salva-

tion.

Because Christ so loved sinners and was willing

THE GOSPEL MESSEZt-TGrEE,.

to humble himself in this way to save th
said: "Wherefore God hath highly exalted him and
given him a name which is above every name,"
We have humiliated ourselves because of our sins,
going downward lower and lower in degradation!
until we had no power to rave ourselves. Christ
humiliated himself that he might get down low
enough to find us and save us.

Will we be saved? If so, we must see and feel
our degradation, and then, in our lost and undone
condition, reach out and lay hold upon him, who is

mighty and willing to save. By doing this we are
not only brought into a saving rcla'ion wi'h him,
but, as he is exalted, so he exalts us with him!
Christ will not save us in our sins, but /Vow our sins.
He does this by lifting us up out of them. In this
way, as he is exalted, we are exalted with him, and
the nearer we get to him and the more we become
like him, the grea'er will our exaltation be. The
first thirg we want to learn is what Chr'st is to us.
Then, that, as he humbled himself to save us, so we
must humble ourselves to be saved. Because he
humbled himself God highly exalted him, therefore,
if we humble ourselves, we, too, shall be exalted.
" He that humbleth himself shall be exalted,"
This is, indeed, a great truth. H . n. 11.
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THE ABUSE OF LESSO.N HELPS.

The Sundiy school teacher has one text book,
—the Bible— peculiar in its unity and variety; old
yet ever new; deep with the depth of divine wis-
dom, yet so simple that children may be charmed
with its stories and instructed by its clear truths.

The Book is a magic sword, mightier than the
arm that wields it and giving power to him who
grasps the hilt. Valuable and effective as the Book
is, it is according to Ihe divine order that those who
teach should first learn. "Learn of me" is the
word of its author, and agam, "Thine words shall

be in thine heait, and thou shalt teach them dili-

gently to thy children."

This is a day of Diblc study and our hands are

filled with "helps." With these multiplied helps
comes to us the danger of studying them to the ex
elusion of the Bible itself,—the danger of learning

more about Bible truth than of the truth itself.

One important aim in all Sunday school teaching

is to teach the pupil to study the Bible, and to love

that study. Whatever aids in the accomplishment
of this purpose is a " help,"— rightly so called; but,

like all good things, they may be abused and be-

come obstacles instead of helps.

All teaching should be done in accordance with a

system, carefully arranged and faithfully followed,

and each teacher's plan should be prepared in ac-

cordance with the needs of the individual members
of his class. The first pa't of this proposition is

too often emphasized, to the exclusion of the sec-

ond, which is really the more important.

Forgetting the necessity of individualizing his

system of teaching, many a teacher, seeing tl plan

recommended as successful elsewhere, adopts it

without adapting it to the needs of his class and his

ability to teach. No man can put on and wear
with ease another's garment, neither can he follow

another's plan of action and achieve the same re-

sult in knowledge or experience. Two many work-

ers, too many teachers stand before their classes in

borrowed garments and the children are not slow

to discover the misfit. The pattern of another's

garment may be used if the clothing be made to fit

the wearer. So the principles of another's teaching

may be followed if adapted to teacher and pupi's.

To say that another's plan is better than any that

we can formulate, does not excuse us. Better by
far wear a fitting coat of homespun, than a misfit of

broadcloth.

The power to think comes not by quoting anoth-

er's thought but by thinking. So love of Bible

study comes from studying the Bible.

If it be an important element in a good charac-

ter to love the books that hold the world's wisdom.

how much more important is it to love the Book
which holds the wisdom of him whose words are
"spirit and life"! A v,is; man has sa : d, "A good
book is the precious life blcod of a master spirit,

treasured up on purpose to a life beyond life." Is
this not doubly true of h's word who "spake as
never man spake?" We cannot study this Word
too much, nor handle it too often, if we love it and
reverence its teachings.

In all study of lessons from its pages, 1< t the text
itself be carefully and thoroughly studied. A pro-
fessor of Greek once observed a student preparing
his lesson. After a time he asked Ihe student this
question, " Do yt u refer to the notes before, or alt-
er you translate a passage?" "Before, of coirsc;
v-hy should I waste my time and effort in finding
out what the notes will tell me?" The strength
that student might have gained was lost. 1 1 the
same not true of many a Sunday school teacher
and pupil as well? He who comes to Ihe study of
his Bib'e lesson with a prayerful, earnest desire to
know and to ot-cy the teachings of the tex', will
find the page lighted with divine light. If, af.er
careful study, any pait is still obscure, we may take
the " Helps " in our reach, as we would take a lers
to open to our vision that which we cannot sec
without it, b:ing careful that it is clear and does
not c'istott that which it reveals,

A good test of the helpfulness of any "Help"
for Bible study is to ask the questions, " Does this
thought strengthen my love for Bible truth? Does
it create and develop a desi.-c to obey that truth?"
There is a text uhich should be the motto of

tvery Sunday school teacher, 'This botk rf ihe
aw shall not depart out of thy mouth, but thou
halt meditate therein djy and night, that tfcou
nayest observe to do according to all that is writ-
ten therein; for then thou shalt make thy way pros-
perous, and then thou shalt have good success.
Be strong and of a good courage, b: not afiaid, for
the Lord thy God is with thee." Josh. 1: 3, 9.

So may wc be ready to obey our Lord's c-m-
and, " Feed my lambs," and so may we lead their

little feet along the King's highway of holiness
and through the gates into the city of God!

SERMON OUTLINE.
THE LORD'S PRAVER-Matt 6:9.13.

la Three Parts—Fait Two.—Submission.
No man submits to authority lhat he does not reverence

uulcsi he is forced to submit. Submission that is forced is

not in harmony with tbe spirt ol this payer. Every man
will willingly and gladly submit to the authority that he truly
reverences. Speaking disrespectfully of church authority in

the presence of children, cultivates irreverence in their hearts
hence, insubordination to authority.

I. To Cod, because

r. He has a kingdom,—" Thy kingdom come."
well in his kingdom and do my own will,—

/iltinejy
1

" Thy will be done.

3 Submission is gladly
force,

—
" As in heaven, so on earth."

It. To his word because

I. Whenever I refuse to submit to God's Word,

by

OTJR PRAYER MEETING.
FAITH AND WORKS.—Jarne;

For Thursday Evening, Dee 'Sot-

I. A Dzad Faith.

1, Faith alone is worthless. las. 2: 14-17; Matt. 7: 26; I

John 3: 18.

2. Will be reacted in the last day. Matt. 7: 23.

II. ALwikg Faith.

f nf fahh Jas. 2- ji; Gen. 22: 01 12; Gal, 5: 6;

The
; 2 Tlr

...I 1.0

:7,8;

3 The fruit of faith. Jas. 2: 23-:6; Re
17; Gen. ! S :



THE GOSPEL IM:ZESSIE1STGEIR,.

^THE * YOUNG * PBOPLfc-

OUR MISSIONARY READING CIRCLE.

Course of Reading.

rilttiT VEAH.
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HEVONO VEAH.

THANKSaiVINQ.

God, our king, glad thanks we bring

For all good gifts on sea and shore;

For beasts that toil and birds that sing,

For harvests' rich and boundless store.

We praise Thee for two worlds to love,

—

Sweet home below, sweet rest above!

SCHOOL WORK IN ALABAMA.

In October. 1S95, the Brethren's School Company
was organized and incorporated under the laws of

Alabama, with a general office at Fruitdale. The
object of the brethren who were connected with

this work was to improve the spiritual and intel-

lectual condition of the people of the South, and

especially to establish the doctrine of the Brethren

where it had been hitherto unknown. We soon

learned that this could be best done by coloniza-

tion, in connection with a school. It was not until

the matter was prayerfully considered and brethren

were consulted whose knowledge of the conditions,

existing in the South, was such as to make their

opinions valuable, that it was decided to organize

the present movement.

In establishing this school v/oik in the South it

was not our purpose to try to rob the Brethren's

schools in the North of the patronage which they

have worked hard to earn; but rather to meet the

local demands of the community in which we oper-

ate, and also to give assurance of gocd school priv-

ileges to the families of Brethren who might want
to locate with us and secure cheap homes and enjoy

the delightful climate of the South.

In order to reach and bless the greater number,

and that we might take advantage of the liberal of-

fers made by the citizens, we located schools both

at Fruitdale and Citronelle, Ala. At Fruitdaie we
have erected a two-story building 40x40 feet and at

Citronelle a two story building 50x60 feet and have
nine months' school at each place. Recently we
have secured a five-year lease of the Deer Park
Academy building, at Deer Park, Ala., and now we
have the Citronelle College, Fruitdale Seminary
and Deer Park Academy under the control of

Brethren, and our work gives promise of develop-

ing from an institution into a system. The patron-

age of these schools is growing and we feel that

the future is promising.

We have tried to have the church work keep pace
with the school work. Until August, 1895, there

was not a member of the Brethren church living in

the south half of the State of Alabama. Now we
have an organized church at Fruitdale, with a mem-
bership of about sixty, four ministers, regular

preaching appointments at seven different points,

three Sunday schools and tv/o prayer meetings.

There are fourteen members at Citronelle and we
hope to have an organization there in the near fu-

ture.

Citronelle is 33, Deer Park 44 and Fruitdale 55

miles north of Mobile, on the Mobile and Ohio

Railroad, We have our own printing plant and

publish local papers at all th'ee of these places and

a school paper at Citronelle.

Bro. M, M. Ennis is the elder in charge of the

church and brethren N. R, Baker, P. H. Beery and
the writer, assistant ministers. Bro. Baker has

principal charge of the school woik at Citronelle

and Bro. Beery at Fruitdale. Bro. Beeiy is tem-

porarily absent, having been called to New Wind-
sor, Md., to hold a series of meetings. We feel that

the Lord has put his work into our hands, and we
want your prayers in its behalf.

NOVEMBER RAIN.

Steadily falls the November rain,

Over the hillsides, bleak and brown,

Silently, ceaselessly, falling down,

Firm and strong as the march of Time,

Grand and sweet as the steeple's chime;

rthe ntry,

;

r the t

Over the hills that the pine-trees crown,

Over the sea, where the surges quaver.

Over the lake and the inland river,

Dropping from skies dull and gray with pain.

Steadily falls the November rain.

We thank God for pleasure—let's thank Him for pair

We praise God for sunshine—let's praise Him for rail

And lift up the voice of Thanksgiving!

Steadily falls the November rain,

Weeping great tears o'er the early death

OE the flowers, laid low by the Frost King's breath.

Down in the valley, it sobs and grieves

Over the graves of the maple leaves;

Up on the hiiltop, the teardrops fall

On the brown grasses, and cedars tall,

Almost it seems as if angels wept

Over the world, and their kind eyes kept

Pitying il jods, to wash out the stain,

Letting thsm fall in November rain.

Not even the sorrowful things are all bad,

For none could be tender if no one were sad,

So even for sorrow, Thanksgiving!

—Our Sunday Afternoon.

THE STREET EDUCATION.
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As we look at these boys and listen to some of

their street grammar, the thought comes: Why all

this? Is this a desirable place for boys to be and

get their education?

There must be some cause, for these things, and it

would be well for our boys to learn these causes, as

well as the fruits they bring.

Of late, we have had enacted a law for compul-

sory education, but not for this kind. In our land

we have good schools where our boys may receive

a good common education, fitting them for the com-
mon callings and professions of life, and affording

them an excellent foundation for successful lite

work. This is all free; and the text books pro-

vided, so that there can be no excuse, even for the

poorest. Even if parents were disposed to keep
their boys away from school, the majesty of the law

comes in and says they shall not do it. And yet,

notwithstanding all these provisions and advan-

tages, the street schools continue to flourish and
graduate a larger class of boys each year, than is

done from our excellent schools on the hill.

In looking over the lists of graduates from our

town schools, it will be noticed that the number
runs about in this way, " Fifteen girls and three

boys." And while it is a fact that there are about as

many boys born into the world as there are girl?,

the question comes, Where are the boys? Visit the

street schools and you will see the answer. They
prefer these schools to the others, and the parents,

as strange as it may seem, are satisfied to let them
have their choice.

The same kind of schools are held in some other

sections, and, while the number is smaller, and the

graduates fewer, yet, in kind, there is a striking

similarity. They are held at the country post-

offices, fhe shoe shops, or the village store. At
these loafing places, they hold evening sessions and

spend their off-days,—at all seasons when oppor-

tunity affords Instead of spending the long win-

ter evenings at home, studying lessons and reading

good books and papers, the time is spent at these

unsystematized and unguarded schools. We need

not say anything about the kind of education here

received. They tell their own stories through the

lives of their students.

Boys, look around you, and mark those who have

been brought up in these schools Do you want to

be like them? No, you say, you will not bf. You
may not be so yet, but do you not know that if you
continue to follow in the same way you will get

there too? Like produces like. If you get the

same kind of teaching, you will learn the same
things. And your lives will consist in doing things

you have learned. You cannot do otherwise unless

you learn otherwise. If you learn to be a shoe-

maker, you can make shoes because you have

learned so. But if you wish to be a blacksmith do

you think you can be one without first learning the

trade? Certainly not. You know very well thit

things come by learning, and that whatever we
wish to do as our life work, we must set about it

and learn how to do it.

Now, what do you learn at these schools? You
learn to say vulgar words, to swear, to lie, cheat and

steal, to profane the Sabbath day, to play truant in-

stead of going to the school as you ought, and

where your parents believe you to be. A hundred

and more of other bad things will follow. All these

go to make up your life and form your character,

—

the very things you do not need and will not want

when you get old enough to know that the end of

such a course is poverty, shame and death.

My son, some day you may get on the market

wagon with your father, to take the fruits of your

honest gathering to market. As you drive along,

or when you get to town, you may see a squad of

these boys apparently enjoying themselves at their

haunts of sin. You look at them as they seem,—
and things are not always what they seem to be,—

and you commence making comparisons, and as

you think of the farm work,—of the corn and po-

tatoes to be hoed,—the v/ood to be chopped, tie

chores to be done, you give a silent sigh and say,

"Yes, there is a difference. All that these fellows

have to do is to play around in shady places and

have lots of fun, while I have to work hard in

the hot sun, the sweat rolling down my face, and

have no time for play and fun." But, remember,

there are other differences which you do not see,

and about which you have never dreamed. And
these differences will increase as the days go by.

against them, and in your favor, so that, after

awhile, you will have occasion to say: " Thank God
for my home life and training. To me it is worth

a thousand times more than if I could have had my
own way and boyish wishes." h. b. b.

"I was in England onetime," says Mr. Moody,
"and was invited out to dinner. The host asked

me to drink one and another of his seven kinds of

liquors. I refused again and again, until finally I

saw the young lady, sitting next to me, beginning

to get confused and thick in her words, owing to

the influence of liquor, and I said, ' This is no place

for me,' and, asking to be excused, I went upstair?.

The host was very indignant, and followed me to

find out what was the matter, I finally told him,

and he said: ' You're no gentleman.' 'Well, I don't

want to be, if I have to get drunk to be one.'
"
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Send for price list of tracts, then get tracts

and place them where they will do good,
They are cheap and ought to be distributed by
the thousand.

The Mission Boards are willin" to sui

jrought the Gospel t

enlightened. Let u:

to the heathen also.

It is true that we are doing some good work
ui the foreign fields, but do not neglect your
home fields. We have people within an hour's
ride of our door to whom the Gospel should be

Do you not know that, by sending the Mes-
senger to a friend one year, you may be the
means of converting him? This is the very
best kind of missionary work, and nearly all

of our readers can take part in it.

it is gratifying to learn that the Czar of
Russia is growing less rigid in religious mat-
ters. It is now reported that he has pardoned
3oo Lutheran pastors, who had been deprived

Lurches and deported to other parts
ipire for trivial offenses. This is en-

1 afford to be still far

of the

cpuraging. He

gay,

THANKSGIVING DAY.

Come to us cheerily, Thankful day,

Out o£ the sweet blue sky!

Hearts are hoping and laugl

Flowers are blooming along ihe way,
E'en if the frost be nigh.

Come to us hopefully, Thankful-day,

Out of the tearful tomb!
Stars are steady and sure to stay-
Cod is watching forever and aye—

E'en in the darkest gloom!
IVill Carleton, in Every- Where for

vcmber.

FROM OUR MISSIONARIES.

church, the Holy Spirit and the Master all say,
"Go?" We had planned and arranged some
things differently; our plans even since we have
been arranging to go have been changed, but
wc believe that every change has been for the
best We can clearly see now that the hand
of the Lord was directing in some things that
we thought ought to be different.
The time for us to sail was set for (let ^o

but the Lord directed different and we missed
a very stormy sea by being delayed.
We all appreciated the many kind letters

that came to us at the hour of embark;
We hope the kind ones who wrote will re
this as an ans

for the public.

The morning for sailing finally came. After
some worry, in getting every thing ready, we
with a number of friends, are on deck. Th
parting hour comes, the sad farewell greetin
is given, the bell rings and all visitors are 01
deied from the deck. The cables are loosened
and we are puilcd away from our native lam
by two steam tugs.

As wc look back upon the throng standin-
upon the dock, waving a last farewell, our eve
are filled

Ferrenburg, Mo.-While this month's work
as not been one of much expression, yet wc
ciieve it will be as "seed cast upon the wa^

I thai V

-III. i

the link: :

Our
oup of loved ones upon the sho

and we see ihe "loved ones," all over this b
loved land anxiously waving us a long far
well. Yes, farewell, a long farewell, to mai
dear ones! Many of us will have our ne
meeting on that brighter shore.

As we push out into the broad Atlantic, pa
Sandy Hook, we take a last look at the hon
land. We all feel glad that the parting hoi
is over and that we are hastening on to 01

post of duty. The stm is shining brightly ;

we sweep out into the Atlantic, but the sea
not smooth, and sister Forney is the first i

our party to be sick. She is unable to eat dii

ner, little Ruih was also sick, and the sea soa
calls for Bro. Forney's supper. Sister Gibbel
fails to come to her meals upon the second
third days. She, however, was upon deck
cry day. Sister Forney eats her first mea
the table on Sunday noon. All come to the

ble regularly now. Sister Forney has suffered

1 have not missed a meal. I will yet
to depend upon others for a description

of seasickness.

On Friday morning the wind is from the
utheast. We have a dense fog day and

night until Sunday night. The fog horn blows
:very minute. Monday it is nice and clear
nd the sea is beautiful as we look out upon its

boiling surface and see the white-caps made
by the bright sunshine. We have had
ant Atlantic voyage and I feel almost

sad that i aild

nil.'idys

I .;f lliC fi

We
try

l little behind o

ir first Sunday on board

We attended Episcopal

cabin dining saloon at to: 30, and preached
for the steerage passengers at 2: 15 P. M,
Bro, Forney preached in the second cabin din-

ng saloon at S o'clock. When I got up tc

:lose, one of the passengers requested that we
jive an account of our proposed work in India,

another one wanted to know what we believed,

I gave them a little outline of our work and of

our faith and practice, allowing them
questions as they desired. We had a very
pleasant and, I trust, a profitable meeti

Observations.—Wc passed astranc

sel just outside of Sandy Hook and I

help but think of the many stranded lives back

in our home land. Lives are stranded because

they refuse to be guided by a proper pilo

because they refuse cha;

REPORT OF WASHINGTON MISSION.

rs." One week's m eting at the Nettle Ridg
:hoolhouse resulted

itting himself to Go 1, and others are halting
etween two opinions Calls come from all side

for preaching. The pei

Lord has said to his ministers, " Go." Where?
Out, When you are at home, where you ate
not needed, you arc no-, out. The "highways
and hedges" cannot be reached without pass-
ing through the gate of self-sacrifice; lichee
"few there be that find it." The heavier the
cross the brighter the crown.—/fa /'. £&y,

Waterloo, Iowa.—With this report iny work
as missionary in Cedar Rapids closes. It was
with a sad heart that I did my last tew days'
work Ihere, preparatory to leaving for one
year at least. I have formed a strong attach-
ment for the people, especially ihe children of
the Sunday school, but utter cnrefnlly cotisid*

crlng the matter and much prayer over it, ihe

I hope

ble me

much like

/that circu

Ho'

< the v ; Hi- again. -J.y.t-

ta /;. Tayhv, Nov. 1.

Drydcn, Ark—Eleven days of the last

month were spent in Bro, Ira P. Eby's field at

his request. The cause in my field is gradual-
ly gaining ground. One difficulty prevalent in

all this country seems to be ihe unsettled state
of the people, and especially of the members.

I think, if they
11M be ould

1

thci alone. Tlii

difficulty will be removed remains to be seen.
I was pleased with the impression Bro. Eby is

making and with the prospects in his field.

We have been considering ilie propriety of
uniting our efforts, when we hold series of
meetings. We believe it would be the thing
to do, bin nothing definite has been decided

'he Christian people have sold the

had the privilege of using, in our lit-

tle torn

the M.

FROM THE FIELD.

Germantown, Pa— I herewith hand my 1

port for October. There is a good showing
attendance in Sunday school and chun

We had very interesting services while B:

D. L. Miller and the missionaries were with 1

We hope all these things are instruments

:omp!ish much good.-G. ,

voyage, bisti

i get this

journey. All

r Forney says, " Oh!

When our read-

11 be far along with our

at this writing. (Nov. 2.)

il in to-day. I had hoped

Since June 5, when I was first made awar
if my proposed appointment for the Indi;

""ission work, my thoughts and energies hav^
been directed to this voyage and my future

Jrk. We met with many little things to dis
IUfagc us. Many of our dear brethren coult

>' see why we should leave the home work
irne opposed directly and some few said, "'.

at" glad you are going." Wc tried to commit
'to the hands of the Lord and though we
"lie little tilings annoy us, we could never
that we could do otherwise than answer

lhe call to go to India. Why not, when the

REPORT OF CHICAGO MISSION.

Fatten.

Bronderslev, Denmark.—Our love feast

vas held at our mission home in Sindal, Oct.

0. It was a feast of love indeed, for we were
lII united in love and peace. Twenty-live
ncmbers surrounded the Communion table,

vhere we remembered our blessed Savior who
uffered and died for us all. We had a very
;ood public meeting at 2 P. M„ with good at-

ention. The true and saving Gospel was
ireached with spirit and pow;r, and hearts

/ere moved to tears. Hearty thanksgiving
,nd warm prayers were offered to our Lord for

his rich blessings and the good and successful

nission work, done by the Brethren, both here
n Europe and in America, India and Smyrna.
*Ve trust that we all may still be faithful help-

rrs to have the true Gospel preached to all na-

ions on the globe, that many souls may be
saved before the end shall come, Matt. 2'6: 18-

2Q.—C. Hansen, Oct, s6,

i have kindly invited me to

se their church whenever I have opportunity,

/e certainly appreciate their kindness.—/.'. E.

Staunton, Va. — While some are closing

Sunday school for the winter, ours is increas-

nber. With more earnestness and
perhaps more sacrifices wc can have as good
Sunday schools in winter as we do in summer,

i but in the country. One
morning I went to the market early, taking
some Messengers along, to distribute. Of
course I did not remember the faces of those
who received them. The next week a lady
called to me as I passed her house and said

she enjoyed the paper I gave her at the mar-
ket. I then gave her some tracts, and since

led to see her. She is pleased with our
One day I took a drive to the country

ributed tracts along the way, taking
:s of some who seemed interested. I

young man since, and asked him if he
read the tracts, and if they did him good. He

n; then gave them to my
brother and they did him good; for he is a

risiian now." I had the MesSENGEK sent

Ihe Young Men's Christian Association

iding room here, and the Secretary says

they like the paper, and, after they are through
reading them, they send them to some one

)metimes they send ihem up in the

as. Don't destroy the Messengers
many are longing for good literature

loo poor to buy. A young brother at

iburg sent me word that he has quit

drinking coffee, in order to give something to

work. A little girl in my class brought

the money to Sunday school that her aunt gave
ith. A brother, living about

five miles from town, who came to the church

:, concluded he could not be clean and
ilthy tot

Liuit che> Can <



THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. Nov. 27, 18

The Gospel Messenger,

BRETHREN PUBLISHING HOUSE,
Mount Morris, Illinois,

p
B
H.

Miller,
Brumba
Moork, .

H AlSICK,

Mount Morris, 111.,

GH, Huntingdon, Pa,
i

och Eby D»nlel Hays, W ;: Dtetsr

smnilcd cnch week t

Bro. G. W. Annon
District of West Virgin

tit the Se

riding Con

Bro. Quincy Leckronb has just closed a very e

thusiastic meeting at Ziontown, Ohio, with ten ;

cessions to the church,

It is stated that the Pope is opposed to the Sul-

tan of Turkey selling Palestine to the Jews, with a

view of founding a Jewish state.

Bro. Peter Stuck

denominated a glorii

n is in the midst of

i meeting in Dayto
: expected.

nt of getti ng r ady for Doctr nal

hnd it ne essa y to RO press v ith

few d ays in adv ncec f the sual tim

RO. S. F. Sanger is engaged in a series of meet-

; in York, Pa. He commenced on the evening

of the 15th, with the intention of continuing two

"Remittances should

Mount Morris, III., Nov. 27, 1897.

r doctrinal numbe

Bro. D. B. Gibson

first week in January.

to be with us tht

Bro. McCann's letter, on the

lill be read with interest.

ThOsf. who have not yet received their All

/ill receive them inside of a few days.

The meeting at Lebanon, Va.,

Peter Garber, closed with five ac

At Beachdale, Somerset Co., Pa., an interesting

scries of meetings resulted in ten conversions.

The interesting seri

closed Nov. 14, with s

ship.

of meetings at Tyr,

:n applicants for r

Now is the time to order your Christmas Bible.

See our Premium Bible advertisement on another

During the last few weeks then

teen accessions to the Jonatha

Ohio.

been four-

ek church,

We are pleased to receive so many encouraging

reports from our evangelists. Let the good work
go on!

After spending several weeks in Virginia, Bro.

C. D. Hylton has returned to his home at Haw-
thorn, Fla.

Bro. Daniel Dierdorff is booked for a scries of

meetings in the Naperville church, 111., commenc-
ing Dec. 4.

Bro. S. C. Holsinger commenced a series cf

meetings in the East McPherson church, Kansas,
last Saturday.

The Brethren have closed their series of meet-
ings in Decatur, 111. Since the middle of Septem-
ber, fourteen have united with the church in that
city.

Many obituary notices go into the waste-basket
because the place where the deceased died is not
given. This should never be omitted. Oihers are
declined because the writers fail to give their
names.

Bro. S. O. Larkins, our agent at Baltimore, Md.,
is so well pleased with our Premium Bible, that he
says he hopes we will be able to dispose of a half-
million of them. We can handle the books if our
agents and patrons all along the line push the
work and get the orders to us. Ours is probably
the best offer ever made to our people.

Bro, James M. Nbff has been spending some
time at North Manchester, Ind., with his father,

Bro. Benjamin Keff, who has been quite sick, but is

now improving.

The Minutes of Northern Indiana show that there

are thirty-nine congregations in that District. The
District contains a number of active workers, and
they are making themselves felt.

Here is a piece of advice that might be cut out
and kept for daily reading. Were the advice fol-

lowed, we would have more happy people in this

world. " Drink less, breathe more; eat less, chew
more; ride less, walk more; clothe less, bathe
more; worry less, work more; waste less, give moie-
write less, read more; preach less, practice more."

A brother, who does a good deal of traveling,

writes, that he would like to have greeted a certain

brother he met with the "holy kiss," but the lips

being polluted with tobacco made that impossible,
so he just gave him the "kiss of charity," an d went
on about his business. He places the emphasis on
"charity." Can any one see Ihe difference? Or
does it require a good deal of charity to salute one
whose lips are stained with the weed!

Our agent at Bachelor Run, Ind., sends us

long list of subscribers, and orders for a number
Premium Bibles, Scores of others are doing like

wise. The canvass is becoming interesting.

The Brethren at Indian Creek, Pa., recently dedi-

cated their new house of worship, and then held a

series of meetings. Seven made the good confes-

sion, and were received into the church by baptism.

Wei receipt of a neatly-printed and well-

arranged programme of the Brethren's Bible School
and Missionary Meeting, to be held at 234-236
South Hancock St., Los Angeles, Cal„ Nov. 21 to

The secular press, at Decatur, 111., speaks very
favorably of the Brethren in that city. A very
creditable notice was given of the feast, as well as

the series of meetings, recently conducted by Bro,

D. B. Gibson.

In India a lady asked sister Ryan for her prayer
veil,—cap,—saying that she could not understand
the eleventh chapter of First Corinthians without

covering on her head during prayer. Our mis-
sionary gave her the covering. That may be a pe-
- ''ir request but it points in the right direction.

Our missionaries reached London in good health,

so writes Bro. McCann. They had arranged to

leave England Nov. 5, and before this reaches our
readers they will doubtless have landed at Port
Said, Egypt. Bro. McCann will spend some weeks
in Palestine, and will send us some interesting let-

ters concerning his travels and observations in the
Holy Land.

Just a few hours before closing up these pages, we
received a short repoit of the Mount Perry D;batc,
held by Bro. Leckrone and Eld. Martin, in Ohio,
some time ago. It came too late for this issue,

and, as all the space in the next issue is engaged
for special articles, we cannot publish the report of
the debate before week after next. The communi-
cation is short, but it will be read with interest.

Some of our correspondents are in the habit of
aiting a few weeks after the close of a meeting

before sending in their report of it. We wish they
ild not delay in this manner, as it permits the
'S to become old long before it appears in the

paper. We want all the church news there is, but
»e want it while it is fresh. Short reports, and
-nore of them, right up to date, are more intercst-
ng than those that go back for months and take in
natter that ceases to be news.

Our attention is often attracted to the familiar

eighing machines, so common at depots and oth-

public places. These machines are intended for

the traveler to test his weight as he is on his jour-

It would be well for the traveler, on the high-

way of life, to occasionally take time to step on the

balances of God, and weigh his actions, purposes
nd motives, as well as his influence. It is a matter
f interest, as well as of usefulness, to know just

ow we stand before God,

In company with Bro. D. E. Price, we spent a

few hours very pleasantly, last week, in the Breth-
sen's council meeting at Pine Creek. The meet-
ing commenced at 1 P. M. and closed at 4. Bro.

C. C. Price was duly installed in the second de-

gree of the ministry, and a number of letters were
granted to members, some of whom go to Cali-

fornia, and others to Florida to spend the winter.

Considerable olher business was transacted, and
the meeting passed off harmoniously.

We are pleased to learn that Bro. D. M. Click, of

Virginia, is doing a good, and a very satisfactory

work among the churches where he is traveling.

He gives most of his time to the teaching of church
music, and is also introducing the Brethren's Sing-
ing Books, with a view of having them more widely
used in our song services. He also does consider-

able work for us, as well as for the Mission Board,
while traveling among Ihe churches, for which he

has been duly authorized by the Board. He has

our endorsement, and we recommend him to the

confidence of the Brethren, wherever his business

may call him.

Bro J. H. Miller, Elkhart, Ind., writes us that

Bro. Lewis Hahn, one of Ihe deacons of that place,

who is suffering with consumption, was recent-

ly anointed in the presence of a number of mem-
bers, and has now arranged to go to Lake Charles,

La. Several brethren and sisters will accompany
the family, and some of them may spend the winter

in that genial clime. There seems to be quite a

company of them, and we trust that they will en-

joy their sojourn in the land where snows proba-

bly never come, and where the long summers are

given. Of course they will think of the rest of us

ho have to remain at our posts in this cold cli-

The five articles published a few weeks ago, git

ing trials and experiences of some of our ministers,

seem to have received more than ordinary atten- I
tion. Bro. John Heckman, of Polo, 111., has this to

say of them: " I want to express my gratitude to

the ministers, who gave some of their early expe-
riences in the ministry in the Messenger last week.
I have often thought if only I could be able to pre-

sent the truth like this or that brother, how much
better satisfied I could feel with my work in the

ministry. But when I discover that the difficulties

and trials of these, ray envied brethren, may pos-

sibly have been greater than my own, I learn that

true worth is attained only by close application and
hard labor and I receive new courage and inspira-

tion to press on in the great work of preaching the

Gospel. Let us have more of the ' experience meet-
ing' kind. It gives us much of the 'how' to over-

come difficulties."
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Bro. J. K Miller is booked for a B t ble Term at

the Goodville house, Juniata County, Pa., commenc-
ing Dec. 6. Bro. Silas Hoover is to commence a
series of meetings at the same place, Dec. 18.

It is said that Mr. Moody thinks of making an
effort to more fully unify the clergy of this coun-
try. That would be a most excellent thing to do,

erpecially if the unity should prove to be the right

kind. Td unify the clergy means the unity of the

people, fcr ihe people are divided in their faith and
practice just because of the preachers. The minis-

ters are responsible for (he divisions and discords

of Christendom. The only way to effect this unity

is to unite the preachers on the Bible. Let them
accept the plain teachings of the New Testament,

and willingly comply with the demands of this

record, and the whole problem will be solved.

Whenever the ministers of the Gospel can be in-

duced to be like the Gospel, in their faith and
practice, they will, in these respects, be like each

other. In this way, and in this way only, can the

question of Christian unity be settled. In the un-

dertaking Mr. Moody's zeal is to be commended,
but we can hardly say as much for his judgment,

for unfortunately he is disposed not to teach and

put into practice some things that were taught by

both Christ and the-apostles. Let the gifted evang-

elist accept the whole Gospel, then he can in all

good faith ask the clergy of the land to unite with

him on the same platform.

A few days ago the reading people of this

couniry were treated to a first-class hoax, if there

be such a thing as a first-class deception. It was

a purported letter written by Pilate to the Em-
peror of Rome, a few days after the crucifixion

of Christ. In this letter, Pilate gave his opinion

of the remarkable Hebrew philosopher, regarding

him as the peer of anything then known to the

learned world. He states how he sent for more

soldier?, in order to save the life of the prophet,

for he feared that his small force was not suffi-

cient to handle a lawless mob among the Jews,

should one occur. The Jews, however, demand-

ed the life of Christ, and the soldiers he ordered,

not arriving as he expected, he was compslled

to permit the crucifixion. In time the reinforce-

ments reached the city, but it v/as then too late.

The communication is long, and makes real in-

teresting reading. It is claimed to have been

found in the Vatican at Rome, shows great age,

and by some is thought to be the genuine letter

from the hand of Pilate. The document is pro-

nounced a hoax. It was sent out to make a sen-

sation, and accomplished its purpose. The S'.

Louis Republican and a few other papers published

it, and thereby deceived a few readers for a day

or two. A careful reading of the letter shows

that it could not have been written by a heathen.

There are too many unguarded points in it to ren-

der the deception complete.

OUR NEXT ANNUAL MEETING.

The Committee of Arrangements for our next

Annual Meeting met at Naperville on the loth inst.

Looking over the grounds a second time, with the

advantages offered, the Committee was confirmed

in the opinion that an excellent selection has been

made for the General Conference for 1S98.

The place of meeting is thirty miles west of Chi-

cago, and the rate of one fare for the round trip, go

cents, affords a cheap rate to all our people east of

t hat great city. Those from the West will also have

special advantages.

The meeting grounds, known as Burlington Park,

are within the corporate limits of Naperville. The

Park contains sixty acres and is covered with a nat-

ural grove of forest trees. It is beautifully situated

on the banks of a river. Those who attend the

meeting will be landed from the cars on the

grounds within a few hundred yards of the taber-

nacle.

Lodging will be provided on the grounds in tents

and in the City of Naperville. The tents will be

provided with board floors, six inches from the

ground, and with spring wire cots. Each cot will

have a mattress, sheets, a pair of blankets and pil-

lows. Here one may lodge as comfortably as in

his own home.

The probabilities are that the feeding of the mul-

titudes who will attend the meeting will be left by
contract to an experienced hotel and restaurant

man, who has provided food for thousands per day.

A bill of fare will be given that, we think, will be

entirely satisfactory to all,

The grounds will be lighted by electricity and

substantial sidewalks will lead from the Park to the

city. "The City of Nipervillc has agreed to furnish

these free of cost.

A tabernacle, with a seating capacity of 6,ooo, will

be constructed after the plan of the one used at

Decatur. The dining hall will seat 2.C00, Other

buildings are already on the grounds. The Park,

with all its permanent buildings is given for our use

free of charge and is to be entirely under the con-

trol of the Committee during the meeting.

Ample police protection will also be furnished

free of charge.

Our Conference for 189S will be one among the

most important and interesting that has been held

for many years. A number of vital questions, de-

ferred last year, will come up for discussion and

disposal, A large representation will be present,

and, we believe, all who come will be well cared for.

Northern Illinois extends a hearty invitation to our

brethren and friend; to attend our next Annual

Meeting. Come, and we will make you welcome.

KILLINQ THE CHURCH.

Years ago the writer of this note sat at the table

of a highly respected and well-to-do family in one

of the Southern States. The conversation soon

drifted to the history and death of a relative of

great wealth, and widely known in most of the

States. The lady of the house remarked, "Yes,

and Aunty just killed Uncle with the rich and un-

healthy food with which her table was daily sup-

plied," It was sad to hear her thus speak of her

uncle's death. But the heart was too full to keep

back the truth. All over this country there are

men and women going to an untimely grave jist

for the want of healthy and nourishing food. Un-

wise cooks and richly-laden tables are rapidly fill-

ing the graves in the city of the dead. This is sad,

but there is something sadder yet.

Not long since we were told of an able preacher

who is killing the church over which he is presid-

ing, by constantly preaching to his members con-

cerning the defects of other congregations, and

some of the mistakes of a few of his own flock.

Instead of giving his people the healthy and nour-

ishing Gospel food-that they so greatly need, and

for which they earnestly plead, he is feeding them

on that which only a few of the stronger can en-

dure and retain their spiritual life. The man is

killing his church, and no one seems to have the

fortitude to tell him of his terrible mistake.

What is said of this instance may in a measure

apply to a score of others. Preachers often spend

too much time parading the defects of the church

before their members. They fill their souls with

discouraging and unhealthy thoughts instead of the

spiritual food that is so essential to spiritual

growth. No church can thrive on such preaching.

You might as well look for healthy children in a

family where the most unhealthy food is seived at

all the meals.

In order to retain spiritual health in a congrega-

tion, the members must be well supplied with that

nourishing food that comes from above. Some of

them must be fed more or less on the sincere milk

of the Word, while others can bear strong meat.
But under no circumstances should the precious

moments of the Lord's Day service be spent parad-
ing cither the defects of the church or the evils of

the world before those hungering and thirsting aft-

er righteousness. Jesus told Peter to feed both the
sheep and the Iambs, and were more attention giv-

en to this consideration we would hear and see far

less of weak members going astray. Let every
minister see to it, that the flock over which the
Holy Ghost has made him overseer, is properly fed
and encouraged, He ought to be as ready to re-

buke the man who fills the minds of his members
with the faults and defects of others, as he is to re-

buke the one who would preach another Gospel.
If we want strong, healthy members we must feed
them upon the bread of heaven as the Lord intend-

ed.

TALKINQ AT THE TABLE.

Most people do not talk enough at the table.

Then, often when they do talk, the conversation is

not what it should be. The tired and vexed moth-
er is much inclined to talk of her pains, aches and
perplexities. The father speaks of his hard work,
his weedy corn, the low prices of grain, and the
gloomy outlook of things generally. The girls aic

gloomy because they cannot enjoy this, that and
the other thing,—they think they have to work too
hard and have too few of the comfoits that belong
to life." The boys lack life. They think their task
too heavy, that they would like to get into some-
thing else, and wish they could have a little spare
time for rest and recreation, In this condition they
eat, work and sleep, and no wonder they are all

dyspeptic and despondent. Change the thing a lit-

tle. Let mother come to the table with something
pleasant to say. Let her say it, and she will begin
to forget some of her pains and aches. Let the
girls do their utmost to make things pleasant at the

table. When the father and boys come to the U-
bte, they should have something cheerful to tell,

Let them tell what they have heard or read. Then
let them all read so as to have something to talk

about. Talk about the Sunday school lesson, the

meeting, the preaching, or any good thing that

may have occurred in the neighborhood. Let the

matter of conversation at the table be as important

as the food itself, then all the family will look for-

ward to the meal time with double interest. Par-

ents should endeavor to train themselves, as well as

their children, along this linr, then Ihere will not

be so many unhappy homes. We say, Ta'k at the

table, and let it be the right kind of talk,—talk that

is cheerful, instructive and entertaining, j. h, m.

AIDINQ THE MINISTER.

One of our ministers tells in this way how the

members of his congregation came to the aid of

himself and wife just when it was needed. Had we
more of these Christian aid movements the minis-

ters in the Brotherhood might be enabled to ac-

complish more for the cause of Christ, The broth-

er says:

"Bear ye one another's burden, and so fulfill the law of

Chiist" was so beautifully exemplified, recently, when the

brethren and sisters, and others of our kind friends, came to

our borne and worked wilh such hearty gcod will, thus mani-

festing their interest in our behalf.

Amongst the number,—thirty-three in all,— who came on

two separate days, were carpenters wilh tools, and others who
assisted in farm work, cutting and hauling wood, etc.; all will-

ing workers, aid in every way did that which would add to

nfort a ney c

Many who could not be present sent gilts, as tokens of their

good will, Very much has b;en said through the columns of

the Gospec Messenger, concerning tbc subject of assisting

ministers, This, perhaps, is not the general rule or practice;

but certainly the members here well understood how to antici-

pate the needs of the minister and his family in whose inter-

est they labored, for all of which we express our sincere
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QUERISTS' DEPARTMENT.

Can a minister, in Ihe second degree, who lakes out a trav-

eling letter, and is gone most of the time, still h"ld bis posi-

tion in the home church as housekeeper, there being no elder

in the church?—E. I.

His better way would be to consult the church

at the time of taking out his traveling letter, to as-

certain its wishes in regard to a housekeeper. It

the church wishes to remain under his care, its

privilege is to do so. In all such cases it is wise to

consult the church. When one has to thus be

away from the church most of the time, it might

be prudent for him to resign his charge. No man

can properly look after the wants of a congrega-

gation when he is traveling the greater part of the

time. Still, there may be exceptions. The adjoin-

ing elders ought to know what will be for the best.

What course should be pursued when objections are made

to a request for a letter of membership? Shall the objectots

bring their objectious before the church? We have been

thus advised. If such a course is proper, please give refer-

ence to such ruling.—H. A, W.

The objector should state his objections to the

elder in charge, and this elder should be able to

tell the objector what course to pursue. If the ob-

jections are of a private nature, they should be

handled as such. If they are of a public charac-

ter, they may have to be considered otherwise,

Prudent officials will know how to advise, but

there should be no unnecessary delay in seeking to

remove objections to a church letter.

Should a sister, whose unfaithlul husband has left bcr with

a number of children to provide for, be required to pay her

husband's debts?—N. B.

Consult some well-informed brethren, who un-

derstand business, as well as religious principles,

and are acquainted with the parties and the circum-

stances.

Is swine flesh a proper article for food? If so, at what

lime was it purified?—J. M.

Concerning the eating of swine-flesh, each per-

son must be a law unto himself. He should know

whether it is the proper food for him or not. What

is good for one, from the sanitary standpoint, may

not be good for another. The Mosaic law, reg-

ulating the use of meats, has been repealed, and

so far as the ceremonial part is concerned, all ani-

mal flesh is equal. This was made clear to Peter

in the vision on the housetop at Joppa. Acts 10:

11-15.

When a brother has been in the church for five or ten

years and has net conformed to the order of the church, alt-

er receiving the annual visit every year, can a charge be

brought against him for a breach of his promise and also a

falsehood?—//./f*. K.

If a brother has promised to conform to the or-

der of the church in dress, he should be as good

as his word. But we believe that bringing a charge

against him is not the better way to reach the case.

Let him be admonished and shown that plainness

ts a Gospel-enjoined duty, and that the order, tec-

ommended by the Brethren, is the best known
method of carrying out this plainness. While our

Conference has not deemed it proper to make uni-

formity a test of membership, still she has made

it a test of official position. In the latter case, it

may, and should be insisted upon, but in the for-

mer, it must be both advised and urged, and we

feel confident that this can be most successfully

done in the manner stated. If, however, there be

those among the laity who cannot be induced to

adopt the order, it must be insisted upon that they,

at least, attire themselves plainly, for so the New
Testament most clearly teaches.

The record says that he "was taken up dead."

Paul embraced him and restored him to life. It

was not till after this that he said, "His life is in

~~* HOME * AND * FAMILY*-

INDIAN SUMMER.

With hand upon the garden latch, I look

Oft to the bills, whose greens and browns outline

The warm, dim, flawless atmosphere, and wish

Myself at top; childlike, straightway I take

A cowpath winding rour.d the eentle hill

Thai like a wave lies spent before the gate.

Within a rod or two I p'uck a leaf,

A soft, thick mullein, of most delicate shade,

The stuff that fairies' cloaks are fashioned of.

While, floating fabrics to the dried weeds cliDg,

So phantomlike, that, were it after dark,

Children would open wide iheir eyes in fear,

The ghosts of flowers that flecked the sunny slope—

The milkweed and ihe airy thistle-down,

The dandelion, that had such yellow eyes

—

Where will the winter blast pursue you, pray? -

Soon thro' a hillside field the path leads up,

And this and that way stand the rustling rows

Of patient shocks whose yellow wealth of corn

All unpretentious hides close-wrapped within.

The fairies seem to iike these harvest grounds;

They meet me in the crooked, stubbly path

And spin me round with silken loops so fine

I scarcely ;ee them till in pretty glee

They veil my eyes with their exquisite lace.

Upward across the greening wheat I climb,

And here I am, between two rusty oaks,

The sentries of the closely peopled wood.

The houses of the town below all look,

So pleased, toward the cordial westering sun;

Just at my feet, where parts the river broad,

Doubling its shining length to yonder bridge,

Its island farm of generous crops lies shorn;

The opposite hills, so high from doors at home,
Look level now, and if I had a bridge

(Will ye not build me one, swift fairy host?)

How would I skip and search the secret out,

From every haunt, of this lale summer da)

!

Nature's a dream; the year's sweet afternoon

Is still and glad— the synonym of peace.

O, rest of the hills! which never fret at change,

Butlieseren

Teach resile:

in sun, or gale,

human souls that lovely grace,

e beatitude of heaven!

—Adaline HohJ Beery.

THE GREATEST RESPONSIBILITY.

Have you ever thought what it means to be re-

sponsible for the soul of another? This form of

responsibility is very common, and most so in our

children, for our course with them materially makes
them what they are. Do we look earnestly to

their ultimate good, and strive untiringly to bring

their lives into holy harmony? Too often this is

not ihe case, and our examples cause our tender

ones to err, but " whoso shall offend one of these

little ones which believe in me, it were better for

him that a millstone were hanged about his neck,

and that he were drowned in (he depths of the sea."

Matt. 18: 6.

It seems, by the above quotation, that there is

something very vital in that offense,— loss of soul,

perhaps. Weigh, then, the conclusion of Matt. 16:

26: " For what is a man profited if he shall gain the

whole world and lose his own soul, or what shall

a man give in exchange for his soul?" This lan-

guage clearly implies that Ihe world, with all its

wealth, is not enough to save one soul.

The world's total valuation is $350,000,000,000,

yet it will not recompense for the loss of one soul,

or make clean one stain of sin. O, the nothing-

ness of riches,—but how we trifle v/ith souls to

amass that canker of rusl!

O, brolherl O, sister, is it your child, or is it

mine that shall be lost; that shall be unredeemed
when the last atoning hour shall pass unused?

How sad our doom, if with us lie the causes!

There is no office, no trust half so grave, nor half

so great as this,—the cars 'fa child. Do we work a

week for five dollars, and, in the meantime, neglect

to give one word of Christian instruction to our

child? He may be with us twenty years, he may
go at eighteen or twelve, but let him stay till twen-

ty, and we have him but one thousand weeks. His

character is fully formed before that time.

Catholicism says, "Give me the child till it is

twelve, and you may have it the remainder of its

life." But that child, either gained or lost, in a

thousand v/ceks, is 5350,000.0:0,000 gained or lost;

but its soul is worth wore than the world.

Can you, then, calculate the privilege of a day,

—

an hour,—a minute,—ah, verily, a second? Think
of the time spent uttering bad words, ill-disposed

threats, blighting jests, harsh and improper words!

Can you afford to pray with your child? Can you
teach it carefu'Iy the ways of life? Can you see

the value of one day in the Sunday school?

When you sec that so much depends upon even

the passing of a breath, can you not be tearfully in

earnest in every duty? The day you spend from

Sunday school in idleness and pleasure, may be the

very one on which your little son learns his first

steps downward,— and your little daughter's life

poisoned! Will you allow trivial matters to keep
you from church and Sunday school? Shall a

threatening cloud or a lowering sky cause you to

risk the loss of such visible treasures? O, be zeal-

ous, for often dangers environ your child, and un-

safe counselors walk with him! Bring him up in

the nurture of the Sunday school and admonition

of the church! Let no dubious counsel rest when
all depends on the passing of a breath.

ChvtJibusco, Ir.d.

WHY THIS DISCONTENT?

BY LULA IIABSHBARGER.

" B*side the road the bitter-sweet,

Arranged in flaming red,

Lights up the path for autumn's feet

When summer days are dead:

And friends like seasons, part and meet,

Or life would lose its bitter-sweet.

What though the rose bloom soft and white,

-

'Tisr nthoi I in.-

And oftentimes the darkest night

Follows the fairest morn;

And men and women still must greet

The joy and pain of bitter sweet."

The above came to me the other day like a wail

from a lost soul. It is wonderful how much dis-

content we find in the world, and yet how supreme-

ly blest we, as a people, are. Why, the whole pan-

orama of nature is ours to enjoy. Whose but ours

is the glorious sunrise and sunset, the splendor of

noontide, the sublimity of the storm, cr the tran-

quility of the moonlight? Anything which makes
one's very soul expand and thrill with harmony and

grandeur for things seen and unseen, perhaps, but

fe)t like the magic touch of a fairy-wand, cannot

but have a touch of Divinity in it. Things which

cause such feelings and give us noble and heroic

inspirations are the very essence of life, and make
it worth the living. Such divine sensations may
be brief, but they repay us for all the bitter pangs

of heartache and disappointments we have, cr ever

will experience. Some natures are so dulled by

looking downward, that they seldom catch a

glimpse of this Divine harmony. An eminent au-

thor has revealed the secret cf many a dark life,

when he says, " We delve in the glens and caves,

and then wonder that life :s so cloudy, and our ho-

By cultivation, each of us could have as large a

share of the pure and true, as the most refined

mind can claim, because it is free to all, to be had

for the taking. Environments may be uncongeni-

al and life a perfect treadmill, but for the blissful

experience of watching a glorious sunset, a pano-

ramic view of mountains, cities and plains in cloud-

land, as a Master Hand paints them with his magic

brush. The tossing, rolling billows of the mighty

waters, never resting, never quiet, are a fitting em-

blem of countless lives. Yet who knows, beneath

the stormy surface may be the tranquil depth of

the ocean. Trust, patience and divine love, an-

chored firm in the rock of ages, keeps them from

utter despair. Though tempest- tossed and weary,

deep down in the heart, a secret hope and holy

longing for something better, purer than we have

ever known, wilt not go unsatisfied. Uncongenial

surroundings may encompass us here, but better

things await us farther on.
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THE BLESSINGS OF CHEERFULNESS.

What a difference it makes when one is habitual-

ly cheerful! Wherever such a person goes he car-

ries gladness. He makes it easier for others to

live. He puts encouragement into the heart of ev-

ery one he meets. When you ask after his health,

he ansv/crs you in a happy, cheerful way, that

quickens your own pulses. He does not burden
you with a list of complaints. He does not consid-

er it necessary to tell you at breakfast how poorly

he has rested, how many hours he heard the clock

strike during the night, or any of the details of his

miserable condition this morning. He prefers on-

ly to speak of cheerful things, not staining the

brightness of the morning for you with the recital

of his own discomforts.

The cheerful man carries with him a fragrance in

his presence and personality—an influence that acts

upon others as summer warmth on the fields and
forests. It wakes up and calls out the best that is

in them, It makes them stronger, braver, and hap-

pier. Such a man makes a little spot of this world

a lighter, brighter, warmer place for other people to

live in. To meet him in the morning is to get an

inspiration which makes all the day's struggles and
tasks easier, His hearty handshake puts a thrill of

new vigor in one's veins. After talking with hi

for a few minutes, you feel an exhilaration of spir-

its, a quickening of energy, a renewal of zest and

interest in living, and are ready for any duty or

service,—/. R, Miller, D. D.

A LOVELY WOMAN.

Bishop J. H. Vincent recently made the follow-

ing statement: " A lovely woman is a woman, who,

without artifices, wins the love of those who know
her best; the woman who has strength and symme-
try of personal character; who follows a true and

lofty ideal with a firm will, and who adjusts herself

with grace to the sphere which becomes her. She

may be required to do what we call outside work
for her living and for the support of those depend-

ent upon her, but the womanly quality is so mani-

fest in all her movements and spirit that the de-

mands of business and of society never mar the

gentleness, the firmness, the purity, which are

always associated in the minds of wise men with

the true ideal of womanhood,"

—*~* CORRESPONDENCE *•*•-

Our Visit to Utah.

The writer, in company with brethren I. L.

Berkey, D. Wysong and Mr. J. C. French left Chica-

go, Oct. 18, for Ogden, Utah, where we arrived two

days later. While there, we saw some very fine

mountain scenery and beautiful streams of clear

water,

The Great Bear River Valley was our objective

point. This valley is about seventy miles long and

thirty miles wide. The greater part is yet in its

natural state. In the south is Salt Lake, a small

body of salt water. The land inclines to the south

and is traversed by the Great Bear River,—a river

of considerable size, fed by the melting snows on

the mountains. Its waters are very pure and clear

and, during the summer months, most abundant.

The southeast part of the valley was settled by

the Mormons, who first came here in 1847- Tney
cultivated only a small portion of the valley, but

what they did cultivate paid them wonderfully for

their labor.

The Great Bear River Irrigating Company was

organized a few years ago, with a capital stock of

several million dollars. With this they bought the

lands that were ceded to the railroads by the gov-

ernment. They also bought other large tracts of

land. They then began their canals for irrigation.

The west of the river is completed. The lands

incline to the south, but are so nearly level that

they can all be watered from the canals and their

laterals. The water supply is abundant. The soil

is very productive, yielding from forty to sixty- five

bushels of wheat per acre. Alfalfa is grown in great

abundance. They cut it three times during the
summer, and in the three cuttings take from five to

eight tons of hay. Fruit does quite well. Apples,
pears, plums, peaches, cherries and small fruits

seem to grow to perfection. The climate is pleas

ant and healthful. The Mormons are here, but are

sociable and friendly, and seem anxious that the

people from the East come and settle in the Valley.
They are no longer in the majority. Polygamy is a

thing of the past.

With every churchhouse they build, they have a
hall for amusements, Their tabernacle at Salt Lake
is a very large structure. It was completed in 1S6/.

It is 150 by 200 feet in size and is seventy feet

high. They scat comfortably g.oco people and can
seat ii,oo3. The organ cost Sioo.coo.

Labor of different kinds commands good wages.
Water is good and can be had at a depth of about
thirty feet. Artesian wells can be had by going
down a little over one hundred feet, Vegetables do
quite well. Potatoes grow to a very large size. I

saw one weighed, that pulled down over six pounds.
They have good schools, their terms lasting from
seven to nine months, It seems to us that our peo-

ple ought to go in and possess a portion of this

goodly land. The Mennonites bought a large tract

of land in the Valley, recently, and expect to locate

a colony on it.

I believe this to be the first country I ever visited

where I did not meet some one who was dissatis-

fied, or wanted to sell out and go to other parts.

W. R. Debter.

From the Northwest Baltimore Mission.

Sunday morning, Nov. 7, just before dismissing

our little Sunday school, v/hile the librarians were
distributing the Brethren's literature (for we use

none other), we counted ninety present, the largest

number ever at our mission school, As we have
only seventy-three chairs you can picture in your

mind a little upper room crowded, with mostly chil-

dren, some sitting two on a chair, and some stand-

ing. A similar condition existed the preceding

Sunday, Oct. 31, as many, from our love feast in

Woodberry, came in to visit our mission,

Eid. J. Y. King preached in the morning and

Eld. E. W. Stoner in the evening. The hall was

full at both appointments. Earnest prayers were

offered for our missionaries who were then sailing

across the ocean,

During October we received $39.70 for our " Home
Mission Fund," for church lot and house. Our

fund is slowly increasing and, by God's blessing

and your assistance, we will have a good, plain,

commodious house of worship by and by. Then

we can do much more effectual work for God in

this city of nearly a half million souls, than we can

in our little haU, twelve by nineteen feet.

J. S. Geiseii.

itoj Edmondson Ave, Nov. 8.

Thoughts by the Way.

It was the writer's privilege to attend the love

feast at Mill Creek church, Rockingham County,

Va , Saturday, Nov. 6. While enjoying the privi-

lege of communing with over four hundred of

God's children, surrounded with all that mortal

man could ask for in the way of good preachers,

deacons, a good churchhouse, and everything, my
thoughts went out, as they often do, when attend-

ing these large meetings, here in the East, to the

wants of our poor brethren in the West. They are

not necessarily poor in this world's goods, but poor

in church privileges.

Especially do our thoughts go back to last May,

when, in the midst of four congregations, in Idaho

and Washington, who were without preachers, we

penned an article, beaded, " Leave the Ninety and

Nine," etc. In that article I called attention that

in one of these congregations there were, for the
second time, a group of five young persons, calling

for baptism. In the last Gospel Messenger we
read in Bro. P. S. Miller's report of his trip west, that

one old brother told him, when asking about these

candidates for baptism, "Yes, there were some who
came out at a union meeting and asked for a
Dunker minister to baptize them, but they have got
cold and gone back now."

Sometimes people may say, "Well, the preacheis

ought to spread out more." It is easy to blame it

on the preacher, but what are we doing towards

spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ? The widow
gave all she had; are we giving one-tenth? That is

what God requires of us. Do we think when we
arc enioying all these church privileges and bless-

ings, that, perhaps, there is a starving soul who
may rise up in judgment against us, at that last

day? Geo. L. McDonaugh.
Philaielphia, Fa.

Notes from the Second District of West Virginia.

On Saturday before the second Sunday in Octo-

ber, was our feast at Ross's Chapel in Marion
County. • We had a good feast, There were not so

many communicants, however, as we have had on

former occasions, We had no ministering breth-

ren from adjoining churches. The crowd of spec-

tators was unusually large. One was added to the

church at the close of the meeting, Oct. 14, we
held our Ministerial Meeting in the Nicklow

church, Barbour County. As the writer's wife was
sick, he did not get to attend, so we cannot say

much about the meeting.

Nov, 15 and 16 was our District Meeting at the

same place, We, in company with Bro. G, W.
Annon, arrived after the meeting was organized.

Eld. D. J. Miller was Moderator; W. R. Murphy,
Writing Clerk; C. G. Nicola, Reading Clerk.

There was considerable business before the meet-

ing, but we felt that some matter came before the

District that might have been attended to in the

local church.

Our hearts were made to feel glad to meet with

so many of our dear brethren and sisters. No
queries go to Annual Meeting. Eld. G, W. An-
non was elected to represent the District at the

next Annual Meeting.

On the evening of Nov. 16 we held a love feast.

We could not remain, but learned that the feast

was a very enjoyable one. The church at this place

is small in number, They have a good house, and

our prayer is that they may let their light so shinr,

that others will fall in line with the people of Godl

Oct. 23 and 24 we held our feast at the Antioch

church, Taylor County, It was held at the home
of the writer. Oct 22, Eld. Aaron Fike preached

for us. Next day Eld. W, T, Sines came from Ma-

ryland, with other members, which gladdened our

hearts, Others came from adjoining churches,

which still increased our joy. Forty- five surround-

ed the tables of the Lord. We felt that we were

sitting in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. Eld.

Fike officiated. As a whole, our meeting was a

pleasant one.

Oct. 29 I went to Upshur County, to attend their

feast. This is in Eld. D. J. Miller's congregation.

After Saturday morning's service we repaired to

the water, where one precious soul was added to

the church by baptism. At 2 P. M. an election

was held for ministers. Three were called to the

office,—brethren Daniel Pence, Thomas Miller and

Charles Steerman, The feast in the evening was

a pleasant and, we felt, a profitable one, Next day

the funeral of sister Steerman was preached by the

writer to a large congregation of mourning rela-

tives and friends, She was the wife of Bro. Lewis

Steerman.

Nov. 1 I returned borne. Nov. 3 I left home for

a visit to the Brethren at Artemas, Pa., in Bro. John

Bennett's congregation. In the evening, rather

late, we were ready for the work. I am at this

writing at the home of Bro. Bennett, Z, Annon.

Thornton, W. Va,, Nov, 10.
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Oircleville.— Our little band of colored brcthrei

and sisters is still holding on to the Lord's promis

es. Our new church is ready for the roof, but wc

are in need of more money, in order to finish it

Aiy help will be thankfully received. Bro. A. M,
T. Miller, of Nebraska give us a call a few days

| littl

ago, and left some tracts with us. W
come any brethren who may stop with

//. May, Ncv. is.

Frankfort.—At our late love feast, our congrega-

t
:on was not large on account of sickness and death

of a young sister. We enjoyed a feast to the soul,

however. Ministering brethren were Wiiey Dolby,
Charles E, May, and Eld. James H. May, who offi-

ciated.—/. C.Jems, Nov. 15.

Fostoria.—At present I am conducting meetings
at this place. I have been here one week. This is

a mission point under the control of the Home Mis-
sion Board of Western Ohio. The work is yet in its

infancy, but, by continued efforts and care, will

meet with success. I find, however, that new theo-
ries and erroneous doctrines have been preached
here, and, to counteract the effects of the same, will

require judicious management. The interest is in-

creasing. I find Paul's advice to Timothy applica-
ble here, " Take heed unto the doctrine."

—

Reuben
Shroyer, Fitrce, Ohio, Nov, jj.

Jonathan Creek.—At the close of a short series

of meetings, held at Ziontown, Ohio, by Bro,

Quincy Leckrone, a large concourse of people
assembled on the banks of a beautiful stream
near the home of Bro. Levi Helser, to witness the

baptism of ten who applied for membership. Oi
those received into fellowship, two had pre-

viously been baptized, and two were recei<

letter, making fourteen additions to the Jo
Creek church wilhin the last few weeks. The

were largely attended. Ministers present were
E. Horn and Q. Leckrone.— Be-jzmm lech one
Nov. 15.

Silver Creek. — The chui

sented at our Communion m
had a strong ministerial force. At 5 P. M. th
brethren and sisters surrounded the tables of the
Lord. Bro. D. Hollinger, of North Manchester,
Ind, officiated. Nov. 14, at 10: 45, our Sunday
school was- addressed by brethren Berkeybile,
Ulery and Hollinger. Though the weather was
very inclement, there was a fair representaiion.
Our Sunday school continues the year round.
Bio. David Fackler is our Superintendent. After
Sunday school we listened to an able discourse
by Bro. D. Hollinger, followed by our much
beloved brother and father in Israel, J. Gump.
Bro. Hollinger commences a protracted effort this
evening in the eastern house of this church.

—

A.
A. Throne, Pioneer, Ohio,

Bellefontaine.— In perusing the Gospel Messen-
ger, No. 46, I saw the earnest appeal of Bro. Al-
bert Hollinger, for a house of worship in Washing-
ton, D. C. He states that if 5.000 members would
each send one dollar, the building would go up.
When I consider that more than that number could
give thai amount, and would only need to deny
themselves of a few luxuries, I feel that it should
not be lon» until a sufficient amount is raised.
Please reid Mai. 3: 8-12.—BJJii Snyder, Nov. 14.

ed by

h was well repre-

tting Nov. 13, We
At 5

Little St. Joe.—We held our love feast Oct. 12,

and had an enjoyable meeting. We received two
at our meeting,—one by letter, and one by confes-
sion and baptism. Ministers present were Perry
McKimmey, Geo. Sellers, C. Krabill, Koch,
Jeremiah Gump, and D. Hoover. Bro. McKi
officiated. A number of members from adj
churches were present. About sixty-four me
communed. Some of the members could not
mune for the want of room at the tables.—Betthz
Williams, Antwc'p, Ohio, Ncv. o,

Loramie —The members of this church met in

quarterly council Nov. 6. The business before the
meeting was disposed of in a pleasant manner,
Wc expect to continue our Sunday school through
the winter. Our social meeting is growing in in-

terest.—Clam A. Souders, Oan, Ohio, Nov. 12.

PENNSYLVANIA.

Ten Kile Church.—We held our love feast Oct.
5. It was one of the most quiet and pleasant

tings we ever held. E'd. J, E. Johnson
officiated, We expect Bro. Boltorff, of Indiana,
to move to our congregation soon. Bro. S. W.
Baile and wife expect soon to start for the South,
as Bro. Baile is in delicate health.—Rebecca Gra-
ble, Bcallsville, Washington Co., Pj.., Niv. 10.

Beachdale.— Our congregation, at Beachdale, en-
joyed a very pleasant and profitable series of meet-
ings, beginning Saturday evening, Oct 23, and clos-

ing the following Sunday evening, with ten acces-
sions. Bro. L. Holsinger ably conducted the meet-
ings. The weather was fine, and large crowds were
attracted every night.-Af. Grace Flenti, Somerset
County, Nov. 6.

Harrisburg —Bro. J. M. Mohler just closed a
very interesting series of meetings. He came here
Oct. 23, and was with us until Nov. 8. Two were
taken into the church by baptism. Bro. C. D,
Book, of Blain, Pa., passed through here and gave
us one good sermon. Our Sunday school is im-
proving. Each Sunday we receive new scholars,—
Ellen Shissltr, Nov. II.

Marsh Creek.—We held our quarterly council
Nov. 13. Elders Isaac Barto and Jacob Hollinger
were present. Considerable business came before
the council. We elected Bro. E. K. Leatherman,
one of our worthy deacon brethren, to the minis-
try, who, with his wife, was duly installed.—/, D,
W. Dtardoff, Gettysburg, Pa., Nov. i;.

Grove.—Oct. 30 Bro. E. K, Hostetler began a
series of meetings in this church, and continued un
til Nov. 8, when he had to commence meetings at
the Fry church, near Davidsville. He also held
some meetings at Pleasant Hill (four miles from
here), where he began Oct. 7, and closed Oct. 17
Bro. Hostetler earnestly plead with the sinner to

forsake his way, and he so ably expounded the
doctrine, that a number were heard to say they
never before heard baptism so plainly explained —
Anna Livengosd, Smurstt, Pa., Nov. 12.

Walnut Grove.—Our love feast was held Nov, 7,

with a good attendance. Bro. J. C. Ciaar officiated.

From here he went to the Griffin meetinghouse, to
hold a series of meetings in the same congrega-
tion. Bro. Jasper Barnthouse is expected to hold
a series of meetings at Roxbuty; also in this con-
gregation, beginning about the first of the year.—
A J. Strayer, Ncv. 15.

WEST VIROINIA.

Higginsville.— Our series of meetings began Oct.

24, and closed the 31st. Bro. Benjamin W. Smith
labored for us with great power. Six precious souls
made the good confession. The youngest was
fourteen years of age. About three hundred per-
sons were present at the baptismal scene. Bro. Pe-
ter Arnold came Oct. 28 to assist Bro. Smith. The
latter preached for us Nov. 6 and 7. He will

preach for us, hereafter, each month.—Annie B.
Shanholtz, Nov. 8.

Charleston.—Bro. P. S. Miller closed his services
at this place last evening. He preached eight ser-

Some seemed almost persuaded to be Chris-
tians.—A, Haws.

Fine Grove.—The Oakland congregation, of the
Brethren church, Garrett County, Md., was start-
ed by one member. Since then we have received
one hundred and two by baptism, and thirty-five by
letter. Eleven have been relieved by death; four-
teen by letter, and twenty two disowned, leaving
ninety-one members up to this date. We have two
elders-Thomas B. Digman and W. T. Sines; three
ministers,—I. O. Thompson, in th
and S. P. Digman and Henry Sine
gree. We have six deacons, John Sines, Henry
Sines, Thomas Cross, John Cross, John H. Sum-
mers, Freeman Lewis. Wc have eighty lay-mem-
bers. Bro. W, T. Sines is booked for a series of
meetings at Glendale, W. Va„ Nov. 2c

Witheln, Pleasant Hill, W, Va., Nov. /j.

Berkley Church.—Since
months ago, this church has

baptism. On the evening of No
fall love feast, at the Johnstov
The ministers from other ccngre^
Eli Yourtce, Samuel Follz, and W. W. Wine. The
latter had been holding meetings fcr several weeks.
The brethren labored faithfully. Wc had a good
attendance.—John B-indle, Maitinsbwg, W. Va
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ny last
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Chestnut Grove.— Our love feast, which occurred
feast to the soul. About one

rs were present, besides many oth-

Miller began a scries of meetings
:iated at the feast. He continued

his labors until Oct, 28. He then preached at the
Pleasant View church, same congregation, until Nov.
5. Three renounced the ways of sin, and others
would probably have followed, had the meetings
continued longer. Bro. Miller left Nov. 6, to spend
a week with the church at Charleston.—Minnie B,
Sanger, Fayetleville, W. Va., Nov. p.

Johnstown.—At the request of Mission Board of
Western Maryland, Bro. William Wine, of Virginia,

came to the West Virginia hills, Oct. 9, where he
spent thirty days laboring for the Master. His
work was at three points,—Ml. Trimmell, Mt. Grove,,

nd Johnstown. He visited fifty four families, and
distributed one hundred and fifty tracts. The wiit-

;th him for several days, and heard him
preach nineteen times. Bro. Wine is an able de-
fender of the Truth. The members were greatly

uraged. Two dear mothers gave heed to the
d preached, and were baptized. Oct. 17 Bro.

Wii to a point twelve miles distant, and
very able discour e in a New Light

5 sermon caused n little stir.—/. H.

ached

Barnes, Nov 11,
ILLINOIS.

Polo.—The meetings, conducted by Bro. J. C.
Murray, in Polo, 111, closed with no immediate ac-

cessions, but we trust that much good may grow
out of the work done. Yesterday we had a mem-
bers' meeting, which passed eff very pleasantly,

and, we believe, profitably to all present, Much of
the time was spent in asking and answering ques-
tions along the lines of church government and
church rules, and the teachings of the Gospel on
many various subjects, but, especially, of the princi-

ples of non- conformity, We believe the meeting
will result in much good.—John FJtckman, Nov, 13.

Martin Creek Church.—We met in special coun-
cil Oct. 22, to arrange for the love feast. The visit-

ing brethren reported all in love and union. Our
love feast, Oct. 30, was well attended. Some of our
neighboring ministers pronounced it to be the best
they ever attended. Nov. I we elected a deacon.
The lot fell on Bro. J. W. Harshbarger. Orr series

eetings, of two weeks' duration, conducted by
-/. /. Soregum,Bro. S. VV. Garber, closed N

Faitfield, Wayne Co., III.

Pleasant Hill. — This ch
Sept. 25, preparatory to the I

report of the annual visit si

interest in the members in t

munion season was made n

present with us Eld. D. L,

lorable by having

nd Sister Forney,
just previous to their departure to Indii
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District wei

joyed the se:

Other

Joseph Filbru

work that wa:

ikers from different parts of this

present on this occasion and en-

es with us. This church met again

3, with Eld. J. H. Brubaker pre-

nini5ters, from a distance, who
1 assisted, were David Filbrum,

and James Masterson. The
presented was judiciously con-

sidered, A more systematic method of raising

our heme church funds is under advisement, as

well as the changing of church lines, affecting

three congregations, — Sugar Creek, West Otter,

and Pleasant Hill. The church, at present, sus-

tains the two regular places of public worship,

two evergreen Sunday schools, with growing in-

terest, and two social meetings. Recently we
agreed to organize a singing school, using the

Brethren's Hymnal, as well as the Sunday School

Seng Book. The series of meetings, under con-

templation, to be conducted by our present evan-

gelist, Michael Flory, is to begin Dec. 23, and

to be followed by a course of doctrinal sermons,

by Eld. M, J. McClure. -/amis Wirt, Virden, III,

Nov. is.

Decatur.— Last night closed a very interesting

series of meetings at this placr, conducted by Bro.

D. B. Gibson., Ten precious souls were received

into the church by baptism, making, in all, fourteen

baptized in Ihe city since Sept. 12. We now have a

membership of thirty five in this city,—an increase

of thirty-three since the Annual Meeting convened

there in 1895.—Jacob Wyne, Laplact, 111, Nov. 1;.

MARYLAND.

Ridgely Congregation.—Our love feast occurred

yesterday, Nov. s, at the Bethel house. We had a

good attendance, and many could not get to the

Lord's table. Bro. Light officiated. Bro. Rupert

was present, and also several others from adjoining

congregations. Bro. Light went to Talbot County

to day, to begin a series of meetings at the Fairview

church, to continue until their love feast, Nov. 12,

and perhaps longer.- Dir.iel Rilchcy, N>v. 6.

IKonocacy.—Bro. Jacob Bricker commenced a

series of meetings for us Oct. 23, and continued un-

til our feast, Nov. 6. Our members were much
built up and encouraged. There were no additions

from our brother's labors, yet we feel that the good

seed has been sown, and will bring a harvest in due

time. Oct. 24 two were received by baptism. Nov.

3 we met to arrange the house for our feast, After

this, two sisters in the flesh were received by bap-

tism. They had made application two years pgo,

when Bro. H. C. Early was with us, but sickness of

the one caused the delay. Bro. Jacob Bricker effi-

ciated at our Communion, assisted by Brc. David

Ausherman. Bro. Wro. Anthony, of Clay Hill, Pa.,

and a goodly number of our adjoining elders, were

also with us. We expect to hold our first love feast

at Thurmont (Mechanicstown), Nov. 27 and 28.-

Samuil Weybright. Dc libit Pipe Creek, Md., Nov. 14.

Baltimore.—On my way to Lancaster City, Pa., f

had the pleasure of meeting with the saints of

Ncrthwest Baltimore Mission, Baltimore City, Nov.

J 2. I filled an appointment for them in the even-

ing. It is not so often that we find a band of breth-

ren and sisters more united, and so full of love and

zeal for the Master's cause. We hope the time

may soon come when they will have their much-

needed house of worship.

—

Silas Hoover, Nov. rj,

IOWA.

Mt. Etna.—Our love feast of Nov. 6 and 7 was

largely attended. Ministers from adjoining church-

es were brethren J, M. Follis, Chris. Harader, and

Abraham Wolf. Eld. Harader officiated. Au elec-

tion was held for two deacons. The lot fell on

brethren David P. Bailey and Henry Sink. We
also advanced brethren A. P. Simpson and David

F. Sink to the second degree of the ministry.

Brethren Abraham Wolf and J. M. Follis officiated

in the work. Bro. Wolf conducted a two weeks'

series of meetings. One dear soul was baptized,

and two applications were made for baptism.

Many more are counting the cost.—Emma A, Sink, \

Nov. 18.

South Keokuk.— Bro. Franklin Myers, of Mt.
Carroll, 111., came to us Oct. 16, and remained until

Nov. 7. The meetings were well attended and
much interest was manifested. The church was
much built up and encouraged. There were no ad-

ditions, but many good impressions were made.

—

Mary Heilman, O'Jie, Iowa, Xjv. si.

INDIANA.

Mississinewa —Our love feast was very largely

attended. Bro. W. R. Deeter conducted the even-
ing services. During the meeting our much re-

spected brother, John G. Ratick. was calied to the

ministry. On Sunday morning, alter the Commun-
ion, we had a sermon to the older ones, and in

the afternoon an address to the children. On
account of rain in the evening, we postpened
the young people's meeting till a later date cf

our series of meetings, now in progress. Thes
services were conducted by Brc. Deeter, who is a]

so in charge of our series of meetings. At ou
children's meeting we took up a collection for thi

mission cause, amounting to si 5 51. The total

amount of missionary money donated by the Sun-

day school during the summer, was S:o.—/. W.
Miihr, StsctpoH, Ind., Niv. 15.

Bachelor's Run.— Our love feast Oct. 23, was
an enjoyable one. Bro. Jacob Witmore, of Mc-
Pherson, Kans., came to us and began a series of

meetings, continuing until Nov. 14, giving, in all,

twenty-six soul cheering sermons. Bro. Witmore
is a good speaker and an able defender of the

doctrine of the Brethren, and we feel that the

members have received much food for the soul.

One dear sister, who had wandered away from

the fold, was restored. Our love feast occurred

Oct. 29 and was largely attended, there being

many more members than our large house could

accommodate. We had an able Corps of minis-

ters. Bro. Witmore efficiated.—/. G. Stinebaugti,

Flora, Ind., Nov. 15,

Four Mile.—Bro. Henry L. Fadely began a series

of meetings at the close of our love feast, Oct. io,

and continued until Oct. 27, closing with a good in

terest. He preached twenty four sermons, full of

Gospel truths, and efficiated at our love feast. H
also conducted Communion services at the home
an afflicted sister. Two were baptized. We neve

had a meeting that was conducive of moie gocd.

—

Clara A. Payicy, Ccr.r.envil'e, ltd., Nov. 12.

KANSAS.

Blue Hill.—Oct. 30, Bro. I. S. Lerew, of Portis,

Kans., commenced a series of meetings, and closed

Nov. 7, preaching eleven sermons. There are only

six members living here, but our large schoolhouse

was crowded at nearly every service. All enjoyed

the meetings wonderfully. We closed too soon, as

I am satisfied there were good impressions made.

We had fifteen minutes' song service before each

sermon. We have preaching here every fifth Sun-

day only. We need more preaching. Who will

come and help us?— S. H. Burger, Nov. 8.

Conway Springs.—The church at this place held

her regular quarterly council Nov. 13. Everything

passed off very pleasantly. We decided that a

number of tracts be distributed among the people

here The Bible readings at our churchhouse are

steadily increasing in interest. We expect Bro. W.

B. Sell here Dec. 3, to commence a series of meet-

ings.

—

Eli Wise, Nov. s6.

Cheyenne.— Bro. William Himes, from Dorrance,

and Bro. Lewis Lerew, from Portis, commenced
meetings Nov. 7, and preached six soul-cheering

sermons. As we are isolated from the church, the

doctrine was new to the people. Some were al-

most persuaded.—Phibe H. Palmer, Osborne, Kant.,

Nov. 13.
NEBRASKA.

Weeping Water.—Our love feast, Nov. 6, was

largely attended. Notwithstanding the rainy

ather, the church was filled. About forty-four

mmuned, seven of whom were ministers. Sun

day forenoon a children's meeting was held instead

of Sunday school, which was interesting as well as

beneficial to aM.— F, A. Keiftr, Nov. 0,

VIRGINIA.

Lebanon Church.— Oct. 3 Bro. Peter Garber be-
gan a series of meetings, and continued for two
weeks. The attendance and interest were excel-
lent. Five were baptized, and the members much
encouraged. Bro. Garber's success shows that a
home minister can hold very good meetings. The
cultivation of the home field, too often, is greatly
neglected. Bro. I. J. Rosenberger will begin a se-
ries ol meetings at the Valley house about Nov. 15,

—A, F. Wine, Ml. Sidney, Va.

Union—At our Communion, about one hundred
and filty members communed. It was a feast to

the soul. Bro. C. D. Hylton officiated. Oct. 18 a

few members gathered at an sffiicted brother's

house, and enjoyed a little feast with him. Oct. 30
we began a series of meetings near Mira Fork, in an
old dwellinghouse. The attendance was large,—
beyond what was expected. Bro, Wyatt Reed did
the preaching in an acceptable manner. Bro. O.
Barnhart also assisted in the work. One precious

soul made the good confession,—^, F. Woods, Wil-

.lis, Va., Nov. 8.

Elkrun.—Nov. 3 closed a very interesting series

of meetings at our Moscow house. Fourteen ser-

mons were well delivered by Bro. D. C. Flory.

The interest was good, and increased to the close.

One was received by baptism. This makes four

that were received in our territory since our last re-

port.—/. A. Miller, Nov. u.

OREOON.

Sa!em.-Oct. 21 Bro. J. U. G. Stiverson, of Oys-
terville, Wash., came to us. He preached live ser-

mons, which were much appreciated. Eld. David
Brower, of Talent, Ore-, preached for us Oct. 26

and 28, at the Bethel house, and Oct. 24 and 31

at the Macleay house. Though quite aged, he
is active in the work. F.ld. Philip Workman, of

Mohawk Valley, came 3mor,g us Nov. 2, and
preached each evening until Nov. 6. The Sa-

lem church met in ccuncil with Bro. Workman
as moderator. Considerable business came be-

fore the meeting, We have one elder who is get-

ting quite aged, and two ministers in Ihe second

degree. One is not active in the work, on account

of infirmi'y. We will heartily welcome any breth-

ren, and especially ministers wild may desire to lc-

cate among us, We have a good country. The
harvest is great, but the laborers are few. Any of

our ministers, passing through the country, are in-

vited to stop and give us some meetings, Any one
coming to Salem, may inform Bro. J. B. Early, of

that place, and he will meet them. We can use

many more workers on the Pacific Coast.

—

Nora
While, Macleay, Ore., Nov. 12.

OKLAHOMA TERRITORY.

Acton.—The members of the western part of

Oklahoma Territory are hereby informed that, if

the Lord will, I will start West, to visit churches

and members, Nov. 24. I will be at Bro. Samuel

Lawver's, Omena, west side of Kingfisher County,

over Sunday. From there I go toward Mound Val-

ley, Thomas County, and thence to Cordell, Washi-

ta County. Address me at home until Nov. 20.—A.

W, Austin, Nov. 12.

MISSOURI.

Dry Fork.—We met in council Nov. 13 Our

elder not being present, Bro. Geo. Barnhart presid-

ed. Bro. Geo. Lentz, of Adrian, Mo,, was present

also. Seven letters were granted. Our series cf

meetings will commence Dec. 1. It will be con-

ducted by Bro. F. Culp, of Leeton, Mo. After

council the elders were asked to anoint our father,

Bro. T. A. Robinson, who is quite sick with typhoid

fever, and who desires the prayers of the dear

brethren and sisters.

—

Ru/us Pobinson, Jasper, Mo.,

Nov. ij.
MINNESOTA.

Winona Church.—Bro. Joseph Holder, of Cando,

N. D., labored earnestly, for almost tv/o weeks, in

this congregation. He gave plain instruction in

ie way of righteousness, Dec. 8 we commence

Bible Term to continue ten days.—Mary J. Mo-

Dovgall, Nov, 0,
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Lower StlNw Naic

Ocr. 27 we held our council, followine our

innual visit, and preparatory to love feast.

}ur Communion was held in the lower house

tfov. 4, at 4 P. M, It was well attended by

10m: members as well as others. The mn ;
s-

al forci

; presc.

mple. A
lh=s Sia Di,

aged lathers. Atr

Chester, Ind. Br<

Dec. 34 Bro. J. G. Royer will begin a «

f meetings and Bible readings, We ei

1 have preaching at night, and readings a

lay service. We trust that those, not ba

tings i abov ii<iie

in these readings. A part of

hese readings will b: aling the line of next

ear'i Sjnday school work. Teachers will ap
ireciatc this preparatory work.

L, A. BOOKWALTER.
Trotwood, Ohio, Nov. 8.

From Indian Creek, Pa.

From the Alt Vernon Church, Va.

Our people at this place have just passed

irouih another refreshing season, Bro. Petei

Gaiber came to us Nov. 23, and began a serie:

f meetings, which closed on the evening of

ov. 5. On the same day, when the meetin;

osed, we assembled on the bank rf the rivei

id eight dear souls were led down into th>

ream, and there baptized. The attendant

as gord, and the attention was the very best.

Nov 6, at 2 P. M„ we held our Communion
ith aVorit one hundred communicants. Tbi

mistering brethren present were Levi Gar
ber, Ed. Powell, Anthmy IVMler, and Petet

r. Bro. Levi Garbe* c filiated. Th(
bnuse was crowded to oveifb*ing with specta

srs. Some of them had never before attended

meeting of the kind. Bro. Garber pr;achcd
ir us again on Sunday. Bro. Powell, who re-

lained with us until Monday, delivered an in-

nesting discourse at seven o'clock, Sunday
fening.

J. A. Bmwn,
StUartt Draft, Va,, Nov. 9

We dedicated our

)ct. 31. The house \

-aciiy, We met in c

ion for two ministers

w church at this place

s filled to its utmost ca-

ncil Nov. 1. An elec

;sultcd in the choice of

ndR. A. Nediow, whs

From the Big Creek Church, Okla. T.

Th* members of this church had a gloriou

;eison of refreshment, prior to our love feas

Nov. 6. Our home ministers preached o

Thursday and Friday night, at which time t\v

ous souls made the good choice, and wer

the week. Let there be less feasting

jesting and idle talking. Let all that is raid

and done be to the honor and gloiy of God,
2. "How can We Best fmpress Individual

Responsibility on Members of the Church?
"Lord, here am I,"— should be our rn(

Give as the Lord has prospered you, that the

ministiy be not hindered in home and foreign

missionary work. Let us be burden bear-

ers. "Not n-y will but thy will be done'
We shall be judged according to tbe deed;
done in the body.

3. " What is the True Signification of tbe

Prayer Covering? "

It is a sign of purity and power, showing
the relationship with Gcd and tbe charch.

4. "How can We Best Plant the Doctrine
of the Bible in the Hearts of our Children,

Especially Non conformity? '

Parental responsibi'iiy is a great question,

Early teaching fr m the cradle up, is neces-

sary. We should keep children under tbe
icilaetice of church, Sunday school and school.

Parents -fould set the example of noncon-
formity. They should teach and rule with

brethren H. H. Ri

were duly installed.

We continued our meetings unt ;

l Sunday ev-

ening, Nov. 7, at which t me we held our love

feast. About one hundred and fifty members
surrounded the tables of the Lord. Fro. Silas

Hoover did the preaching. Seven dear souls

came out ou the Lord's side, to wjlk in new-
ness of life. The church here is greatly re-

vived. Join M. Nedhow.
Jones Mills, Pa , No:

:d with Christ i

ored man,

Lord's cbildn

arcn Haisbma

iptism. One of them is

ant one. Ninety-six of

surrounded his tables.

nd Nelson were here

e help in the

> that impo

1 of brethn

From Tyrone, Pa.

On the veningof Oct 24

series of meetings in the

Thus far, the meetings have been cha

ized by excellent interest. Th- attendai

been very good, Tbe love feast, held Sunday
evening, Nov. 7, was more largely attended

than any similar meeting in the history of the

church in Tyrone. The seats were all filled

about one hour before the hour for

and the a'sles were filled with chairs. Both
primary rooms were also filled, and many had
to remain standing during the

Observers estimated that fully

turned away, for want of room, as were present
at the service. Eld. J. B, Brumbaugh clliciat-

cd.

Our prntiacted meeting will close Nov. 14

We bad one applicant for baptism last even-
ing. Our Sunday school is in a flourishing

condition, with one hundred and six preset
last Sunday. Forty-six memhers communed.

W. S Long.
Nov 9.

licialed.

Tbe church fe't the need of

inistry. A choice cf brethre

t work, resulted in the selec

idrew Detrick and Thomas Sutton,

;re duly installed with great solem
Four were added to the church by letter.

young members organized a reading ci

On Sunday morning the children's mee
was conducted by brethren N. S. Gripe anc
cob Appleman. At 11 o'clock Bro. Harshi

delivered an able discourse. On Sunday night

Bro. Applei

nd many

30,

The topics were ably di;

good thoughts brought out.

n all topics. Friday, a

Bro. S. B. Katberman conducted thi

service, which was enjoyed Ly all, At 2

Bro. Boyd preached a good sernmn. Subjec
"The Truth." In the evening the member.
from far and near, gathered aroond the Lord
table, to partake of the Lord's Supper wii

solemnity. Mary E. Tisdale.
Ft. Scctt, Katss., Nov. 10.

by Eld. Lemuel Hilleiy and Levi H< ke. An-
other aged, s'Ck sister made application

t

be anointed. Thii was performed the next
morning by elders George Swihart and Eli
Shrock. We have had three additions to the
church since my last repoit.

David R. Myers.
Goshen, Ind , Net

-MATR5M0N1AL-
Dined together, lot d

SHROYER-DETRICK.—At the biid £ 's

home, Logan County, Ohio, Oct. 28, 1897, by
the undersigned, Mr. Frank M. Shroyer and
Miss Vilda J. Detrick, both of Bellefontaine

FALLEN * ASLEEP - .

.

From the Woodland Church, III.

Ous of d Oct
11, at the Mt. Pleasant church, in the north
part of our congregation, and continued for

about two weeks. Bro John Bakei
preaching. He gave us some good
The ting ell i nded. Ten

follow Christ, and were bun
1 in baptism. One was baptized

ks before the meeting. This mak
that have been added to the chur

mer, by baptism. We believe ot

From Booth, Kans.

Bro. C. S. Holsinoer came to ns 0;t. 31,
to hold a series of meetings. Our council was
held Nov. 2, prior to our love feast. Consider-
able business came before the meeting. Bro.

Holsinger served as moderaior. Bro. E, Eby,
our elder, tendered his resignation as our
housekeeper, which was very reluctantly ac-

cepted Itro. Thomas Winey was chosen in

his place.

Our love feast was held Nov, 6. Elders
present, C. S. Holsinger, J. Hollinger, E.
Franlz. and others. Ab^ut one hundred and
forty-five numbers commuued, Bro. Holsing-
er conducted the evening services. The next
day. Sunday, a children's meeting was hsld,

which was addressed by sisters Dresher, F. P.

Detfr, and others,

The Old Folks' Home here is still under the
supervision of Bro. Thomas Winey and wife,

assisted by their daughter Ella. Everything
is kept in most excellent order. The Home is

building up a good reputation, both spiritually

and temporally. A good sister in the East re-

cently made the Home a very liberal donation,
for which she has our best thanks.

Oar Sunday school, under '.he supervision of

brethren Johr Myen and A. Finfrock, is mov-
ir.g along pleasaatly. A. F. Miller.
Nov, 9.

offn the case, U
1. Our love feast

but,

V-.K,.

Wev

meeting closed toe

'as held Nov. 4 and

from other churches.

not accommodate all

mc. There was a large

ot get in the cbnrch
present, who came from

ould

he spectators who
:rowd that could

Anion? the membe

:, Solomon Bucklew and Isaac
besides the Astoria ministers. Their
much appreciated. In the afternoon an eli

was held for a minister. The lot fell

Chas. Rodis, who was installed into I

; the next morning. Lydia Walter

n Mc-
Myers,

The special Ministerial Meeting of Soulh-
astern Kansas was held in the Paint Creek

church Nov. 4 and 5, 1897, closing with a
love feast. The attendance from adjoining

hes was commendable,
e organization took place on Thursday
ing. EH. J H. Neber was chosen as

Moderator; Bro. W. H. Miller, Reading
Clerk; Bro. Salem Beery, Writing Clerk.

• How should a Christian Spend the
Lord's Day?"
We should be as earnest and zealous in

the Master's work, and all devotional exer-

as we are in temporal affairs. We Bhould

Our love feast, held at tbis place Oct. 30,

was a feast of love indeed. The house was
crowded to its utmost. The spirit and interest

manifested by non-professors, and those not

able. We bad goad talent and ample help
behind tbe sacred desk. Eld. Uriah Bis
of Westminster, Md„ officiated. Bro. Gr<
bury Ecker, from the Pipe Creek chu
and Bro. King, from the Eastern Shore
Maryland, gave us good, solid food for the

soul, on Sunday morning and evening. The
Sunday school was well attended on Sunday
morning, and the brethren and sisters pn
manifested thtir interest by giving liberally

for the good work.
J. S, L&u,

Baltimore, Md , Nov, 12.

From the Union Center Church, Ind.

of Oct. 16 Bro. Geo. D.

Zoll

On the ever

Whitehead houi

;ries cf :

and closed No
ngs ;

With untiring efforts he ceased not to call

rriDg to the Truth, to warn the unfaith-

nd to confirm the true and loyal.

i were not fed so much on what we
:d, as on what we needed. Three made
'ise choice aDd were baptized, and oth-

e wisely counting the cos*. On the follow-

vening was our feast at the Center house.

We had a full house. Bro. Zolltrs officiated.

The next morning the church elected three

ins, namely, John Arnold, Joseph Stump
and Geo. Whitehead. They were duly in-

stalled by Bro. Zollers, J. O. Culler.
New Paris, Ind,, Nov. 9,

From the Elkhart Church, Ind.

Our Commun'on meeting was held Nov.
atihe West Goshen house. It was a very
easant and orderly feast, but, owing to the

clemency of the weather, the congrega-
Dn was not as large as it wonld have been.

There were three hundred communicants.
ministerial force was strong, in both

number and talent, there being twenty min-
present. Sixteen visitors and seven

elders were with us. Bro. I. D. Parker of-

ficiated.

ring the services, a dear sister was taken
sick. Her attendants asked her if she

physiwanted

the pray

prayei

She No; but I

f this congregation." The
offeted up In ber behalf,

lade it a so'emn occasion. At tbe close of

( the tables, the sick sister was anointed,

1 the presence of the whole congregation,

PFOUTZ.-Iu the Middle Creek church,
Mahaska County, Iowa, Nov. 6, 1897, Jestina
C. Miller, only daughter ard child ol Bro. S,

P. Miller and wife, aged 41 years, 8 months
and 23 days. She was born in Preble Coucty,
Ohio, Feb. 13, 1856. She came with her par-
ents to Iowa, Feb. i, 1866. She was married
to G. W. Pfoutz, May rj, 1884. She united
with the Brethren cliuich about twenty years
ago, and has liyed a faithful member ever
since. She leaves a husband, two sons and
one daughter. Funeral services were con-
ducted by Mr. Nicbo's, of the Christian
church, New Sharon, Iowa. E. A. Miller,

McKINZIE.—In the St. Francis church,
:ar Palestine, Ark, Oct. 29, 1S97, of con-
istive malaria, Bro. Frank McKinzie, aged

about 21 years. He was but lately baptized
by Eld. D. L. Forney. Interment on Hie old
McKinzie farm, beside his parents, where ihe
funeral services were conducted by Bro. Bur-

:tt, assisted by Bro. Jacob Sloniker.

A. B Coover.
DOWNING. — At Cambridge City, Ind,

Nov, 2, 1897, of typhoid pneumonia, Sister

Anna Oakes Downing, aged 58 years, 10 months
and 17 days. Deceased spent the greater
portion of her life in Lower Stillwater church,
Ohio, and funeral services and interment look
place there, Nov. 6, 1897. Disc.nrse from 2

Cor, 5: I, by the ministry of the above-named
church. L. A. Eookwaltbr.

URICE.—At Garri'on, Iowa, Nov. 9, 1897,
George Urice, aged 78 years, 2 months and 17
days. He was born in Mineral County, West
Virginia, Aug. 12, 1819. He leaves an aged
wife and three children. He was a member of

the Brethren church, Services conducted by
the writer. Wm. Long.

WAGNER.—In the Loramie church, Ohio,
Nov. 5, 1897, of consumption, Bro. John F.
Wagner, aged 24 years, 2 months and 24 days.

He leaves a wife and little son. A few days
before his death, he w*s anointed. Services

by Bro. H. C, Longanecker, from Job 7: 16.

Clar* A. Souders.

WIDDER.—Oct. 6, 1897, Bro. John Widder,
;ed 78 years, 7 months and 12 days. Oct. 4
ro. Widder walked over to the Western Mary-

land elevator. He was almost blind, and, with-

it knowing it, stepped from the platform about
iree feet distant. He fell heavily, sustaining

fracture of a rib, and internal injuries, from
which he died two days later. Bro. Widder
had been spending the summer with friends in

the East, and had intended to start to Kansas
Oct. 5. He was a native of Maryland, and was
born near Westminster. After spending his

days in Cumberland County, he
moved to Upton, over fifty years ago". Four-

ago be moved lo Kansas, where he
resided. His wife's maiden name

: Slothour, sister of the late Michael
Slolhour. He leaves a wife .and eight children,

at his home, near Kechi, Kans.
Funeral services by brethren John Wise and
L.Andes. Ida -Young.

ZUMBRUN. — At the National Military

Home, Dayton, Ohio, Nov. 2, 1897, of heart dis-

Henry Zumbrun, aged 63 years, 4
mouths and 24 days, Deceased leaves one

nd four daughters, his wife and youngest

aving preceded him a few years. He at

time was a member of tbe Brethren

church. Funeral service hell in Union City,

Ind,, by Bro, S, W. Blocher.

Myrtle Blocher,
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OUR PREMIUM OFFER

!

A RARE BARGAIN!
CHAPTER 1. <iLuko3. This is a self-pronouncing Sunday School

Teacher's Bible, with Concordance, Maps

and excellent Helps, and is well bound. The

chapters are numbered with figures instead

of letters. In fact, we have studied the de-

sires of our palions aiul tried to meet them

and WE ARE SUCCEEDI.NQ, for to date

the demand is so far ahead of what we ex

peeled that we have been unable to fill or

ders as fast as they come in.

We i

Pushing the Bible Sale

simply to sell Bibles, but to secure as many readers of the Gospel Met-

seiiger as possible. Our reasons for doing this are:

1. The church owns and controls the publication of the Gospel

Messenger. Conference has placed an Advisory Hoard over its reading

thus permitting only that which is of sound ductrine, right spirit

and loyal to truth, to be published.

2. The income, whatever it may be, is for World-Wide Missions

and for no individual benefit.

3. The Messenger does excellent work in leading people to the

Truth, 'as testimonials continually show.

4. if all members of the Brethren church, as well as others, read

the Messenger, then the church will be more of one mind and heart. We can offer

So Good a Bible at so Low a Price

ve them made by the thousand. The Bibles all come neatly boxed, and wo

> confident that they will please that we make this guarantee. We give the purchaser

Two Days to Examine the Book,

represent, or is not a marvel of excellence for the money, we will take the

book back and refund the money. What more can wc do? What arc you going to do? Note

iffer:

GosrEL Messenqeb, a large lG-page weekly, to any addreaB to Jan. 1, 1899,

Brethren's Almanac for 1898.

The above Bible, linen-lined inside of cover, to any express office prepaid.

All three for $2.75.

If a leather-lined back in Bible is preferred, the same Bible Otherwise, in the above offer

for $3.00. If Denison's Improved Thumb Index is wanted on leathcrdincd Bible, it can be

had. all for $3.50. Linen-Lined Bible is not Indexed. Be careful in making out your order

iat we make no mistake in filling it. Show the offer to your friends. The Bible can go to

person, and the paper and Almanac to another. Now is your time. Write at once.

rcss
' BRETHREN PUBLISHING HOUSE,

Mount Morris, III,

TESTIMONIALS.
Wabash, Ind., Nov. 9, 1807.

I think the Bible the best for the money that

in be bad. L. VARNER.

Yale, Mich., Nov.

e Premium Bible is better than

It is the cheapest Bible 1 e

, Hallman.

LlBERTYVILLE, IOWA, Nov. 13, 1897.

ery much pleased with the Bible. It

an buy for S5 here.

Victor Andbrsom.

Holland, l'A., Nov. q, 1897.

ell pleased with the Bible. It has

type. Barbara Witwer.

Wabash, Ind., Nov. 13, 1897.

Bible is much better than I ex-

st what 1 wanted.

Otto Harris,

Pa., Nov. 10, 1897.

I received my indexed Bible and am agreea-

bly surprised. I expected a nice Bible, but it

surpasses my expectations. Such a Bible I

i a premium, and such

in opportunity is indeed rare.

S. M. Stouffer.

South BEND, Ind., Nov. 15, 1897.

The Indexed Bible which I ordered from

you has arrived. My wife, to whom I present-

very well pleased with it. It is the

cheapest Bible I ever saw for the money. Ev-

ery subscriber that needs a Bible should avail

himself of this opportunity.

H. W. Kkeighraum.

Johnstown, Pa., Nov. 9, 1897.

I enjoy reading this Bible. The print is 60

large and clear. Emma Carstenson,

LAPORTE, Ind., Nov. 14, 1S97.

Premium Bible received. Thanks for

promptness. Upon careful examination I am
much pleased with the book, and regard it a

Kinross, Iowa, Nov. 13, 18

I received the Bible and am more th

pleased with it. It is beyond my greatest 1

peciation. Really I cannot sec how so gooc

book can be given for the price.

Mi . C.C.Ssir

New Freedom, Pa., Nov. 1897.

I like the Bible well. It has clear reading

type, B. F. Bowser.

Painter Creek, Ohio, Nov. 10, 1897.

I am much pleased with my Premium Bible

It is just what I have been wanting, for it i;

handier than my other Bibles.

Abilene, Kans., Nov. ii, 1897.

The Bible is better than I had expected.

J. P. Johnson,

McCune, Kans., Nov. 15, 1897.

I am well pleased with my Thumb-indexed

Bible, Every reader of the Messenger

should get one, Andrew Neher,
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LOVE FEASTS.

. *. At kainiplila. Ark.

HOMESEEKERS'

EXCURSIONS
Red River Valley, Devils Lake, and

Turtle Mountain Reg
in North Dakota,

December 7 and 21,

Great Northern Railway

In Northern Minnesota and North Dakota,
eluding Mayviile, Crary, Devils Lake,

Grand Harbor, Churchs Ferry,

Leeds, Cando, Bisbec, Rol-

la, and intermediate

One Fare for the
Round Trip

plus S3.oo; tickets good for 21 days from date
of sale, and good for return any time within
limit. This will enable parties to visit the
original Brethren settlements in North Dakota
just as harvest begins.

Those who wish to go on any of these excur
sion dates can get further particulars by ad
dressing

MAX BASS,

...ONE FARE...

ROUND TRIP!

...HOMESEEKERS'...

EXCURSIONS
DECEMBER 7 and 21,

seph, KansosOity,

Brethren Colonies
In North Dakota

BIO BARGAINS FOR THE HOLIDAYS!

Silvsrine and Solid Silver Watches
For Brethren's "Wear.

The prices on this popular and
liable Commentary have now been
duced to the following:

Cloth Binding, iwo volumes, . 84 00
Half Leather, two volumes,
Half Morocco, two volume

miliar, Vi.ai ^osLianiHe Honsi,
Kt, fSoirie, til

tain an editorial from the Farm,
Field and Fireside, giving Dn.
F.ihuxey's career in Chicago for

the last thirty years.
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Hemmed in by the Alpine mountains, is the his-

toric Piedmont Valley, in the western part of Italy.

The soil is fertile, the climate delightful, and the

scenery grand beyond description. Here, even be-

fore the time of Christ, lived a people noted for

their industry, prosperity and high moral culture,

Tradition says that Christianity was introduced

among them by Paul on his way to Spain, Rom. 15:

24, for if he ever made that journey, he doubtless

passed through this charming valley. Let that be

as it may, but very early in the history of the

Christian churches, we find flourishing congrega-

tions in this almost inaccessible region. Here the

people lived and enjoyed the religion of Jesus

Christ as it was enjoyed at that time in no other

part of the globe. In this valley was the E-!en of

Christianity. Not only were the rites and cere-

monies of the New Testament observed, but the

spirit and high moral tone of their religion was car-

ried to a high degree. These people had simple

habits. They were opposed to war in all its forms.

Their baptism was that of trine immersion by the

forward action. On stated occasions they en-

gaged in the ceremony of feet washing, followed

by the Lord's Supper and the Communion. Their

Christian salutation was that of the kiss, while they

stood aloof from everything that was, in any way,

contrary to the letter, as well as the spirit of the

Gospel. Special attention was given to the train-

ing and preparation of the ministry, while the mis

sionary spirit among them was stiong and com-

mendable. In time, these people developed into

what was afterwards known as the Waldenses;

and in late years the founders of the Brethren ._
re-

formatory movement caught the same spirit,

and historians are not slow in recognizing a re-

semblance between the two bodies. This rescm-

: doubtless resu'ted from the fact that each

body accepted the New Testament as their only

rule of faith and practice, and endeavored to mould

their lives by Us teachings. A similar use of the

New Testament by all the Christian bodies would

doubtless bring about the same very desirable re-

semblance upen the part of all denominations.

It is said that if all the saloons in the Greater

New York could be arranged side by side, they

would line a street nearly twenty-five miles long

on both sides; and if all the other saloons

in the United States could be thus arranged,

the street would be lengthened out to almost,

ot quite, five hundred miles. Were this

street wide enough to accommodate the vast

throngs that patronize these saloons, what a ter-

rible scene would be witnessed! Not one respecta-

ble man would permit his wife, daughter, or sister,

to enter the street. The world over, it would be

looked upon as the road to hell, and would be

shunned by all who had any regard for their

morals or their lives, Then, on the other hand,

suppose all the churches could thus be arranged,

forming another street equally as long, and then

suppose the sireet were wide enough to accommo-

date the millions who attended the services, held

from time to time, what a glorious street that

would bel Here would be found the best men and

women and children in the land. People would

travel thousands of miles just for one day on such

a sireet, and it would be regarded as the road to

Paradise. For which will the Chrislian people la-

bor? Will they endeavor to line the streets of our

gieat cities with saloons, or with churches? It is

in their power to say which will be done.

the place; and who knows but that the venerable

prophet Elijah, who fled for safety to Mount Ho-

reb, may also have looked upon this spot? There

was a time when this desolate region was occu-

pied by a million Hebrews, who had just escaped

from Egyptian bondage, and were on their way

to the Promised Land, Surely, those who reside at

the Convent, as well as those who visit the place

from time to time, can feel that they are on his-

toric ground.

On the banks of the River Eder, in Germany,

stands the ancient village of Schwarzenau. The

whole country round about i9 a delightful region.

Here, in the year 1703, very early en a beautiful

morning, eight persons, in deep solitude, walked

to the bank of the historic stream. There were five

men and three women. They had previously de-

cided that one of their number should baptize th<*

leader, and he the rest of them. The form of bapS

tism was that of trine immersion, but the n^mfe

of the one to first perform the rite on this occasional

has never been revealed. The leader is supposed %
to have been Alexander Mack. He was, at this \
time, twenty-nine years old, a man of considerable .g

wealth, and no small amount of talent. He became „,

the first pteacher and elder in the Brethren church,

d helped to lay, in the hearts of the people

ndatic natoty 1

On 1 e of the r

oodland

of Mi
where

unt Sii there

land
bright woodland oasis, where the lay of th

is level. Here stands the Convent of Saint Catha-

rine, a bleak old building that looks more like ram-

paits than the dwelling place of men whose lives

are given over to study and meditation. The Con-

vent was built in the sixth century, by Justinian I,

in honor of Saint Catharine, and a remarkable his-

tory is connected with the old monastery, Here, at

the present time, reside about twenty monks,

who keep the buildings in order, till the ground

they have in cultivation, and do the other nec-

essary work pertaining to an establishment of this

character. Many of the monks remain but five

years, yet some have been known to make the

Convent their home for forty years. Most of the

inmates are Greeks, Then there are separate

chapels for the use of the Coptic, Syrun, Latin

and Armenian Christians. There is also a Moham-

medan mosque, built probably in the sixteenth

century. These people live together peaceably

in this solitary region, far away from civilization,

and where little is known or heard of what is going

on in the busy world. They have, in their keep-

ing, vast stores of musty manuscripts that

delights of a certain class of historians

here that Tischendorf, in 1859, found his celebrated

manuscript of the New Testament. And th

probably hid away scores of other old manuscripts

that would starve the learned world, could they

but be brought to light. It must stir the feelings

of these grave monks when they pause to consid-

er that the grounds, now occupied by the Convent,

may have been one of the pasture fields for the

flocks, led by Moses during his forty years' exile

among the mountains. Even Aaron, the silver-

tongued orator of the Hebrews, may have visited

id his people acci

nly infallible rul

armony with its

f the kingdom

imest Brethn

ent. He
5 theirpled theNewTcstui

: of faith and practice, and, in

cachings, conducted the affairs

The doctrine preached by these

1 spread rapidly, and hundreds

nto the kingdom. In time bitter

persecution swept away much of their properly,

scattered the flock, and drove most of them to

America. They settled in the vicinity of German-

town, Pa. In the year 1/59, Alexander Mack, now

in his fifty-third year, sought a place of safety in

the Western World. He settled in Germantown.

He had been stripped of all his wealth, but rejoiced

that he was permitted to worship the God he

loved without being molested. His time, howev-

er, wss short, for he lived only six years after land-

ing in America, and now all that is mortal of him

rests in the Brethren's burying ground, in the City

of Germantown, Pa. Though a man of great piety

and well versed in the Scriptures, he left behind him

but one book. This was completed in the month of

July, in 1713, only five years after he was baptized.

It has been translated into English, and well de-

serves a careful reading. In their seventeenth year

all his sons united with the church, and left behind

them noble records.

the hi*

th Pole

sections

There seems to have been a time 11

of this globe when the climate near th'

was as mild as that enjoyed in the wai

of the South. This is indicated by disccveiies re-

cently made in Greenland. Two members of the

Smithsonian Society, who have been making geo-

logical explorations in the western part of that

country, have brought back reports favoring such

a conclusion. They found fossil remains of plants

belonging only to a tropical climate. They also

found fossils of trees, greatly resembling those on

the Pacific Coast. There are abundant evidences

of such trees as belong to the temperate zone,

At present, there are no trees in Greenland. The

general scenery is one of desolation, nearly every-

thing being bare of vegetation. The explorers

think that, at some remote period, the .whole of

North America had a mild climate, and that the

forest trees, as well as Qther vegetation flourished,
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FEET-WASHTMO.- John ij

When Jesus Ctrist was here b:low,

He (aught his people what to do;

And if we would his precep's keep,
We must descend to washing feet.

Ft r in that night he was belroy'd,

He for us ail a pattern Jaid;

Neforc his supper he did eat.

He rose and wash'd bis brelhrtn's feet.

The Lotd who made the earlh and sky
Aros~, and laid his gatments by,

An) wash'd thiir [ret, to show that we
Should always kind and humble be.

He wash'd them all to make ihem clean,

But Jndas still was full of sin;

May none of us, like Judas, sell

The Lotd for gold, and go to hell.

Peter said. Lord, it shall not be,

Thou shall not stoop to washirg me.
O that no Chiistia

ailby to obey.

Yon call me Lord and Master too,

Then do as I have done 10 you;
All my commands and counsels kec
And show your love by washing fee

Ye shall I c happy if ye know.
And do these things by faith b:low;
And I'll protect you till you die,

And then remove j ou up on high,

NEW TESTAMENT CHRISTIANITY.

OT DANIEL HATS.

The proposition ire urge upon tbe religions world
is, that lite New Testament forms a distinct doc-
trinal basiB, so clear that no unprejudiced mind may
mistake the way of truth. We ascend the strean
till we reach the pure fountain head of truth, ant
then we begin at the beginning. The beginning is

not the Day of Pentecost, but. the beginning is the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. The first preacher of tbe
Gospel wbb John tbe Baptist. "The beginning ol
the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God; as ft is

written in tbe prophets, Behold I send my messen-
ger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way be-
fore thee." Mark 1:1, 2.

This is a clear-cut announcement. It has but one
meaning. It means that the New Testament, or the
Gospel of Jesus Christ, had a beginning, nnd that
was the preaching of John the Baptist in the wilder-
ness of Judea, It is also of supreme importance to
know where tbe Old Testament ends. The same
authority, the Son of God, settles this question also
at once and forever." " The law and the prophets
were until John; since that time the kingdom of
God is preached and every man presseth into it

"

Luke 16: 16.

Then the Old Testament ends where the New
Testament begins. There is not a blending of the
two in one volume. The two stand out distinct; the
one for the Jews, the other for the Christian; the
former was for tbe Old Dispensation, the latter be-
longs to the New,

Begriming at this pure fouutaiu of truth, we move
out in the living current and discover that the whole
stream, from the fountain to its end, is a pure Gos-
pel stream. There is none of "the law and the
prophets," as originally imposed, in it. The decrees
of popes, church creeds, and confessions of faith do
not float on its sacred bosom. It is for the Chris-
tian, and for all Christians. John the Baptist was
the first messenger of the Gospel. Jesus Christ re-
ceived baptism at the hands of John, entered upon
his work, become the head of the church, and the
teacher and example for all who would be saved.

Since John the Baptist stands at the head of the
1st as a herald of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, it fol-
lows, as a legitimate conclusion, that those whom
John taught and baptized were Christians. Since
Christ was the head of the church, it is an incontro-
vertible fact that all who entered by Christ and his
teaching into the church, were Christians, Then

the teaching and example of Jesus Christ was the
rule 0] life to all bis disciples. The teaching and
example of Christ are perfectly consistent. The
New Testament, as a whole, is the very embodiment
of all rules in Christian life and conduct. It is a
mistake to east some of its sacred teachings back
under the law as a relic of the past. It is a mistake
(hat puts a construction upon any part of the Word
of Christ, not in harmony with the lofty character of
the Great Teacher.

Then the proposition that the New Testament ib a
unit, complete in itself, containing the rules of life,
simple and unmistakable, is the grandest announce-
ment ever made to the inquirer of the wav of truth.
TV hen a man can, with all confidence, take up the
New Testament and read its sacred pages, not with
the idfa that part of it belongs to "the law and the
prophets" as such, and part of it mere commonplace
matter, but that it is the Gospel of Jesus ChriBt, the
Son of God, pure and unmixed, he has the light of
heaven beaming in his soul, and he holds in bis
hand the key that unlocks each door of duty as he

The 1 that so reads 1 Gospel will find Jesus
hnst his own interpreter; be will find every pre-
pt explained by the example of the Master. The
an that reads the Gospel with the light of heaven

'" *" e B0,,b wil1 Io°k upon each precept of Jesus as
a gem, upon every commandment of the Son of God
as gold. He will not make a distinction between
little duties and great duties. Ho will look through
them all up to the higher life to which they lead.
We have reached an age in which every quest

must be settled by a standard. When we raise any
quest ion concerning the Christian religion we must
take it to the standard, to test its fitness or unfit-
ness. The standard of Christianity is the New
Testament. What is in the New Testament is evi

itly Christian. For a Christian people to prac-
1 what is not in the New Testament, may, with pro-

priety, be called in question. Settle the question
by the standard.

New Testament Christianity has its origin in a
knowledge of the Holy Scriptures. In the New
Covenant God declared that he would write his law
in the mind nnd in the heart of his people. If the
Gospel, or New Covenant Law, be written in on,-
mind, we will know it; if it be written in
we will love it. This calls into action the
springs of human life and human conduct. Back of
these we cannot go. " These things are written that
ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God; and that believing ye might have life through

Since Christ is the head of the church, the church
is his body. Tbe church is a living organization be-
cause of her vital connection with Christ. We enter
the church through Christ, "As many of you as
have been baptized into Jesus Christ have pnt on
Christ." Failh centers in Christ, not in a system of
human epeculations, not in a book, not in a confes-
sion of faith. Christ founded the church upon him-
self,-the Bock of Ages,-not upon a creed. Any
human system of doctrine will not save,—there is no
life in it. It takes all of Christ to make Ne^ Testa
ment Christianity. The church is founded on him,
aud is built up a glorious temple in him. This is
the Bock upon which the church of God can stand
united. " On this Bock I will Build my church."
Tbe religion of the New Testament demands:
Separation from the world of sin.

Union in life with Christ.

Obedience to God.
Purity in life and service.

Peace with all men.
Love to God and love to man.
Oar Lord declared, "My kingdo

world." The people of God are bo:

a and follow a new and higher rule of life. ^
ion that does not take a man away from the

world and out of sin, is not the religion of the Son
of God.

A union with Christ is essential to salvation
"He that hath the Son hath life." On the other
hand, " he that hath not the Son of God hath not
life." The supreme announcement of the Savior of

men is: "I am the Way, the Truth and the Life, and
!
no man cometh to the Father but by me."
Men pay too Utile attention to tbe "footsteps "

[
Jesus. Joining a church is one thing; getting tUe
life of Christ in the soul and obeying God's holy
Word is quite another. Having entered (he kin./
dom the subjects of Christ are to follow tbe rule of
life in the Gospel—"love, joy, peace,"—being stead
fast in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship." puri
ty in life and service round out the Christian char'
acter. Peace then flows like a river. "They shall
earn war no more." Then Jove to God and love to
nan, as the vital breath of the Christian, as the
'herished rule of the church, will bring at last as it
vas sung by angels at first, "Peace on earth,' good
will toward men."

THE SAFEST CHURCH DOCTRINE.

BY L. W. TEETER.

The position of the Brethren on church doctrine
the safest, from the fact that,

1. They believe the present collection of the books
and epistles, composing the New Testament vol
ume,-twcnty.seveninnumber,-tobe the last and
perfect will of God.

As such, they believe the whole of the New
testament volume to be essential as,

(1) The foundation of their religious faith toward

not of thig

into this king-

God.

So! l}
e" Iaw o£ specio1 ohm 'ch ordinances.

(o) Their law of individual duties (hat each owes
to God to h,s fellow man, and even (o himself.

3. They hold all the authors of (he New Testa-
ment books and epistles as having been inspired
hence, that it is exceedingly dangerous to reject
either as spnriouB or untrue.

4 Holding, as they do, the whole of the New
Testament as the perfect will of God to men, they
most sincerely and devotedly believe every state-
ment contained in it, most fully, whether historical
jctrmal, or practical, and, accordingly, strive as

itly and carefully to obey every ordinance,
andment, or obligation, equally as fully as

they believe them to be from God.
5. In their administration and practice of the sev-

eral ordinances, commandments and obligations of
the JNew Testament, they accept the broadest form
that the language of the text warrants, observing
every one of them literally, thus perfect their faith
James 2: 14-26), let their light shine before men

(Mart, a: 16), give proof of (heir love (o God (John
14:21-23), and purify their souls by obeying the
truth (1 Pet. 1: 22).

6. They regard repentance as a complete turning
away from everything sinful, including everything
vam and worldly, and a turning toward God, setting
their affections on things above (Col. 3: 2).

7. They baptize by trine immersion (Matt. 28- 19)
ce forward into Christ's death (Bom. 6: 3; John
I: 30), kneeling, Christ-like, shortly before his

death (Luke 22: 41, 42), for the remission of sins
(Acts 2: 38; 22: 16) and as a condition to receive the
Holy t,p,rit (Acts 2: 33; Malt. 3: 16). They regard
sprinkling, pouring nnd one immersion for baptism
unsafe.

8. They literally wash one another's feet, regard-
ing Christ's example and teaching too plain to do
less (John 13: 4-10). They regard it exceedingly
unsafe not to obey Christ in feet-washing (John

9. They eat a full meal, in the evening of the dBy,
as the Lord's Supper (Matt. 26: 20, 21; John 13: 30;
1 Cor. 11: 23), which Jesus instituted tbe evening
before the Jews' paBsover feast began (John 13: 1).

10. They take the Communion of the bread and
cup (1 Cor. 10: 16) iu connection with the Lord's
Supper as Jesus instituted it (Matt. 26- 26 27-
1 Cor. 11: 23-25). They regard it unsafe to discon-
nect the bread and cup of Communion from feet-
washing and the Lord's Supper. Hence, as church
- ''fauces, feet-washing, the Lord's Supper and the

munion are invariably observed in the order in
which Christ instituted them (John 18: 2-5; Matt.
26: 26, 27), which, bb a result, bring great blessings
to the soul (John 13: 17).
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11. They observe the holy kiss—n mere touching

of the lips,—as commanded through Paul ami Peter

(Rom. 16: 1G; 1 Cor. 113: 20; 2 Cor. 13: 12; 1 Pet. 5:

14) and as practiced by Paul and the Ephesian eld-

ers (Acts 20: 37) among the sexes; and the right

band of fellowship between the sexes, as the most

complete modes of fraternal greeting warranted by

the Scriptures.
_

12. They anoint their sick with material oil, upon

their request, as a condition upon which the Lord

ff ill bless the sick (James 5: 14-1G).

13. They obey Paul's instruction in 1 Cor. 11:

3-16 as important conditions of acceptableness in all

limes and places of worship, or religious work,

namely: (1) That the brethren have nothing

tbeir heads (1 Cor. 11: 4, 7); and (2) that the sisters

have their heads covered with a veil, becomingly

shaped for the purpose (1 Cor. 11: 5, 6, 10. 13).

14. They regard the kneeling posture as tl

ceptable one in prayer, and assume it on all

fiious,—in the public assemblies and elsewhere,-

tbe exception of times when, in the perfi

certain ordinances, the standing posture is used, as

the administrator in baptism, the laying on of

bands, etc., taking the examples of Christ (Luke 22:

41) and his servants, Stephen (Acts 7:60), Peter

(Acts 9: 40) and Paul (Acts 20: 36; 21: 5) as their

ground.

15. They accept the teaching that the followers of

Christ must be a separate people from the world

(Matt. 5: 14; 2 Cor. 6: 1-6-18), and that, as such,

they dare not follow the vain customs of the world,

nor indulge in its vain amusements (1 John 2: 15-17;

John 15: 19; 17: 14-16), but be transformed from

the world (Piom. 12: 2) and be conformed to the

image of Christ, the Great Head of the body (2 Cor.

3:18).
. .

re opposed to all secret societies, and

ingly tolerate any member to belong to

(2 Cor. 6: 14, 15), and claim to have

jedful in the church for life and godli-

"WI1AT MUST 1 DO TO BE SAVED?"

BY EDWARD FttANTZ.

You must do something, ruy fiiend. That is the

first thing to get settled in your mind. Get a man
deeply impressed with that fact and he will not be

long finding out what that something is.

But salvation is of grace, you tell me; eternal life

is the free gift of God. Very true, but this is only

one side of the whole truth. The other side is, that

this free gift will never come to the man who doea

nothing.

You say that yon are not a bad man; that yon

never do anything wicked. Have yon studied that

picture of the judgment which Jesus gives ns in the

£ Matt. 25? Have you noticod that

those on the left hand are plnced tin

things thoy had not done? Most of the los3 and

ffering in this world is the result;

somebody's neglect, not of deliberate purpose to do

wrong or harm. So most souls are lost because

nothing is done to save them.QYes, my ftieud, if

you want to be saved, you must do something.

You should not forget, too, that whatever is done

in your case, you will have to do yourself. You
may get an office sometimes

imebody's

ot get into he

3i a' railroad pass, he-

rn or cousin, bnt you

that plan. The gate-

your father, nor how
in what society you

16. They 1

ivill not kno

my of then

averything 1

ness(2Pofc. 1:3).

17. Tbey are op] I to
:
. ; to law with (

e any one, even outside the church,

differences in the assembly of the

rbitratiou (Matt. 18: 15-17; 1 Cor. 6:

other, or to s;

but settle thei

church or by smmnm
18. They are opposed to taking oath and lifting

the hand, kissing the Bible in testimony that the

truth alone Bhall ba declared, but affirm instead

(Matt. 5: 34-37; James 5: 12).

19. They are opposed to war, and even hold that

to take human 'life is wrong under any condition, in-

cluding all methods of capital execution (Matt. 5:

21, 22).

20. Every local organization may become a part

of the general conference by representation, which

is held yearly for the purpose of considering general

questions, and doing general business (Acts 15:

1-32). Each local organization is subordinate and

amenable to the General Conference, even if not

represented in it.

21. They took a stand against distilleries of intox-

icating liquors in 1781 and, as soon as possible, put

an end to the manufacture of such liquori

the members, disfellowshiping those who would not

submit to the decision, which position they still hold

(see Luke 1: 15; 1 Cor. 6:10),

22. They, in 1782 decided that no member dare

hold Blaves, and soon put slavery away from among

themselves, disfellowshiping those who would not.

23. They, in 1S04, forbade any brother to sell in-

toxicating drinks and will not tolerate it now.

It will be noticed in the foregoing statements of

the position of the Brethren church, that, whatever

position others take as a rule of religious faith and

practice, less in quantity, the Brethren 1

more than any of them, and, in fact, more tl

them put together, hence it is the safesi ch

keeper will not ask wk>

much money you had,

moved. The sole question will be, " "What hav

done to show that you should be admitted to this

place? "

We are not going to be saved by districts or con-

gregations either. Do not deceive yourself with the

false hope that youcan slip inwith the crowd
J
We

shall march in "through the gates into the city,

single file.

But "-what must I do to be saved," you Hay.

Lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ." That was

Paul's answer, and he knew. Can you do that? Do
comprehend what that means? To believe on

the Lord Jesus Christ means vastly more than to

so. Is it not, to say (he least, the greatest in-

sult to the name and character of the Son of God, to

u faith in him and, at the same time, reject his

teaching? Devils have a way of believing, you

v. To believe in Christ, in the*living,

sense, is to accept Cb.ru

"We have no quarrel,

doctrine that faith aloi

provided a'living, activ

bb one's teacher aud model

Bither has James, with the

is sufficient for salvation,

energizing faith is meant.

The logical, inevitable sequence of such a faith

life conformed to the principles taught and lived by

Christ.

However finely-spun theories the theologians may

offer concerning the nature of saving faith, and the

ground of the sinner's justification before God, be-

lieving on Christ, on its practical side (and that is

the side which concerns us), is nothing more nor

less than living the Christ life. Do this, my friend,

and you Bhall be saved.

McPkerson, Kans.

3, A meaus of salvation.

"The like figure whereunto even baptism doth

also now save us, (not the putting away of the filth

of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience

toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ."

1 Pet, 3: 21.

The foregoing would show it to be a question of

great importauce, but we notice further, that where

the conversion of siuners is recorded under the

apostles' labors, baptism immediately followed con-

viction and confessiou, thus showing that the apos-

tles looked upon it as a very important ordinance in

the salvation of men.

Furthermore, with very few exceptions the

churches of Christendom require what they call

water baptism, before admitting persous to full fel-

lowship in the church, showing that it is considered

au important element in Christian work, for, surely,

when a man is fit for heaven he is fit for any church

on earth.

Seeing, then, its design and importance, every one

should use all due care in determining how the or-

dinance should be performed.

rous allusions are made to the subject in the

New Testament. Can a mode or manner of per-

forming the rite be found which will meet every re-

quirement mentioned?

First we find a washing with water.

"Let us draw near with a true heart in full asaur-

ice of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from au

il conscience, and our bodies washed with pure

water." Heb. 10: 22.

Now it is evident that to wash the hands or face

or head is not washing the body, hence pouring or

sprinkling a little water on the head cannot meet

this requirement. This washing is also montioned

inEph.6*: 26.

"That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the

washing of water by the word."

Again baptism, properly performed, must, while

being n washing of the body, be a burial.

"Therefore we are buried with him by baptism

into death; that like as Christ was raised up from

the dead by the glory of the Father, oven so we al-

so should walk in newness of life." Horn, (i: 4.

"Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye

are risen with him through the faith of the opera-

tion of God, who hath raised him from the dead."

Col. 2: 12.

Now every reader knows what is required to con-

stitute a burial, Nothing is buried until it is cov-

ered up. Every one further knows that position is

not necessarily a question in a burial. While cue-

ainong us lays a person on the back in ordina-

ry burial, all would admit it would be a burial were

the person placed in any other position and covered

still

n all of

ch doc-

' WlirlJ
This position is in line with Jeans* words

ye shall have done all those things which are com-

manded you, say, We are unprofitable sen-ants: we

have done that which was our duty to do" (Luke

17: 10).

JSagerstovm, Ind,

importance be-

tbrough which

A SHORT TALK ON BAPTISM.

One reason, no doubt, why there is the diversity

of opinion now existing upon the subject of baptism

is because many look upon it as

subject, and do not appreciate iti

cause not comprehending its design

- Design 1—It is God's ordinanc

he promises pardon of sins.

" Then Peter said unto them, Iiepent, and be bap-

tized every one of you iu the name of Jesus Christ,

for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the

gift of the Holy Ghost." ActB 2: 38.

"And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be bap-

tized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name

of the Lord." Acts 22: 10,

2. It places the person into ChriBt.

"For as many of you as have been baptized into

Christ, have put on Christ." Gal. 3: 27.

up.

Now it is as readily seen that nothing short of a

complete immersion in water can possibly fulfill

the requirements of a washing with water and a bu-

rial at one and the same time,

This also shows us why John baptized in Jordan,

Matt. 3: 0; Mark 1: 5, 0; also in Boon, near to Sa-

lim, " because there was much water there," John

3: 23, also, why Philip and the eunuch went down

into the water. Acts 8: 38.

Seeing, then, that immersion is needed to meet the

requirements, we turn to Matt. 28: 19 to learn the

formula and something more about the ques-

tion. Here we fiud the commission. Let us take a

common, every-day view of this sentence: "Baptiz-

ing them in the name of the Father, and of the

Son." What of the Son? Answer, " The name of

of the Son." Now something must be done in the

name of the Son. "What is it? Answer, "Baptiz-

ing them in the name of the Son." The same is

true concerning the Holy Ghost. Hence it is readi-

ly Been that the full rendering of the commission

would be, "Baptizing them in the name of the

Father, and baptizing them in the name of the Son,

and baptizing them in the name of the Holy

Ghost." If one will watch those who baptize by

one action, he will see that almost universally they

will say, " I baptize you in the name of the Father,

Son and Holy Ghost," leaving out the and of after

f Father and Son. Let us see a little farther. John,
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James and Mary
under heaven can

JanieB and Mary,

s (family). No i

i threi

Noi
which ill

mes, John,

ia it pos.-i-

i the th:

names, Father, Son and Holy Ghost ia

As the three Smiths can be combined and called

the Smith family, so Father, Son and Holy Ghosl
can be combined into one (God or Godhead 01

Trinity), but no name can embrace the three names,

nor can any one act baptize into the three names.
The only possible consistent way to baptize by

one action would bo to give the three persons a

family name, and baptize into God, or the Godhead,

or the Trinity, but this would not be in accord with

the Savior's formula. Therefore we conclude that

baptism mutt be a washing,— a burial, and that

there must bs three actions in it. This is trine im-

mersion. AVhat niakoB this conclusion all the more
reasonable is, that Tertullian gives us to understand

that trine immersion was univeisal in his day, only

sixty years after the death of the apo3tlo John,

Can any intelligent person believe that, with large

churches scattered from Eome to Babylon, embrac-

ing such places as Corinth, Philippi, the Seven
Churches of ABin, Antioch, as well as many other*

it would have been possible for the npostolic mod
to have changed from eomethirg eke to trine immer
sion, and become nivorsal, and not oven a rord of

diepute about t, aml all tliis in sixty years time?

Mo student of chu ch history, knowing how slowly

ral gious customs change, eould possibly believe

Buch a thing. I'd. Ihermore, we find that, wh 3n sin-

gle immersioi s introduced by Eunomiu s, over

tin ee hundred yea n after Christ, it met opposition.

Ag »in, when s ngl immersion was first inver ted, it

performer! by the forward action, the e ime as

Ba
less than four hundred years old, and no man has

ever been able to trace a single case of it, in authen-

tic history, beyond the Baptists in Euglaud, who are

said to have been the first to use it.

Historians tell us that pouring for baptism was
introduced years after the apostles, to baptize those

l bed, but the person was drenched
from head to foot, aud i

as to itB validity, that these

rfflce in the church. Fron
ling arose. Hence we ca

origin of pouring, epriukli

uch question was there,

persons could not hold

tbis, gradually, sprink-

. determine the human
gle

n, but

origin of trine inn

has been, recognis

gold, is current evt

whole Christian wo
tism (Eph. 4: 5), i

of the Gospel?

Moundridge, Ka.

It

found the hu:

ed as valid baptism. It, like

rywhere. Why should not the

Id unite on it as the one
hich fulfills every requirement

THE LORD'S SUPPER.

BY GEO. L. STUDEBAKER.

That there is an ordinance in the church, called
the Lord's Supper, is admitted by all. The church
at Corinth came together to eat the Lord's Supper
1 Cor. 11: 20. It is true that their eating of it was
somewhat irregular, and Paul reproves them. " For
in eating, every one taketh before other his own
supper." Verse 21. Paul teaches them in the text,

that, when they come together to eat, they should
wait, one on the other, and thus not come togeth-
er and eat the Lord's Supper in Buch a disorderly
way, and bring condemnation upon themselves.
God is a God of order, and, in keeping the ordinan-
ces of his house, it should be done in order.
There are those who believe and practice that the

Lord's Snpper is the bread and cup. "We maintain
that the Lord's Supper is a full meal, to be eaten in
the assembly of the Lord's people, before, and in
connection with, the loaf and cup. " And he took
bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto
them, saying, This hs my body which is given for
you: this do in remembrance of me,"

" Likewise, also the cup afteb supper." Luke 22:

10, 20. Paul, in his letter to the church at Corinth
tells them how Jesus did, and he says, " I receivec
of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you,"
1 Cor. II: 23. Here Paul gives his authority, " th
Lord."

The Lord Jesus, the same night in which he wa
betrayed, took bread. And when he had givei
thanks, he brake it, and said, "Take, eat; this is m;
body, which iB broken for you: this do in remain"
brnnce of me. In like manner, al6o the cup, aetei
rappsr." 1 Cor. 11: 24, 25, E. V. Here we have
Luke and Paul teaching the very same principle
that we contend for. The Supper was a meal, and
the bread and cup were taken after Supper. The
above clearly teaches that the bread and cup are not
the Lord's Snpper, for how could they be the S p-
per, and be taken after Supper?
Let us examine still further, and see what Mat-

thew, Mark and John say: "Aud as they were eat-
ing, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and brake it,

and gave it to the disciples. . . . And he took
the cup aud gave thanks." Matt. 26: 2C, 27. "And
as they did eat, Jesus took bread. . . . And he
took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he

t to them." Mark 14: 22, 23. John tells that
the Supper was prepared, how Jobus riaeth from
Supper, and washed the disciples' feet. Afterwards
he tells how Christ sat down to the table again, and
ate this very meal with his disciples that Matthew
and Mark tell about. To show that it was the same
meal, please n"te the following: " Verily, verily, I say
unto you, that one of you shall betray me." John
13: 21. " Verily, I say unto yon, One of you which
eateth with mo shall betray me." Mark 14: IS.

"Verily I say unto you, that one of you shall
betray me." Matt, 26: 21. At the same time and
meal, the traitor is pointed out. "He it is to whom
I shall give a sop when I have dipped it." John 13:
26. " It is one of the twelve, that dippeth with me
inthediBh." Mark 14: 20. "He that dippeth his
hand with me in the dish." Matt. 26: 23.

Again; at this same meal and time, he tells Peter
he will deny him. " Verily, verily, I say unto thee,
the cock shall not crow till thou hast denied me
thrice." John 13: 38. " And Jesus saith unto him,
Verily, I say unto thee, that this day, even this
night, before the cock crow twice, thou shalt deny
me thrice." Mark 14: 30. " Verily I say unto thee,

That this night, before the cock crow, thou shalt
|

leny me thrice." Matt. 26: 34.

The above circumstances are related by all three
if the evangelists, as occurring immediately after

Christ had eaten this meal with his disciples. All
teach that Jesus did eat a meal with his disciples
and, after eating the meal, took the bread and cup.
From the above it is an evident fact, that the

bread and cup are not the Lord's Supper. Nowhere
in the Bible are they called the Lord's Supper.
Then, if the bread and cup are not the Lord's Sup.
per, what are they? "The cup of blessing which
we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of
ChriBt? The bread which we break, is it not the
communion of the body of Christ? " I Cor. 10: 16.

Paul clearly teacheB that the bread and cup are
the Communion. We partake of them in commem-
oration of the death and sufferings of our Blessed
Savior.

In the above investigation we have the following

1. There is a Lord's Snpper.
2. The bread and cup are nowhere called the

Lord'6 Supper.

3. The bread and cup are called the Communion
1 Cor. 10: 16.

4. The bread and cup were taken after Supper
Luke 22: 19; 1 Cor. 11:23.

o. The bread and cup can not be the Lord's Sup-
per, and be taken after Supper.
Then, as the inspired writers teach us about the

Supper, as well as the Communion, and teach it as
being in connection with the Communion, who
would have the power to disregard either of them?
John, referring to the circumstances of the even-
ing, when Christ instituted these ordinances, says,
"If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do
them." John 13: 17,

I The bread and cup not being the LorcTs^SnT"""
all those who partake of the bread and cun HT'
have no Lord's Supper. If Paul would repr0V6

y'

church at Corinth for eating the Lord's Supp"
"*

of order, what would he say to-day of a church
t

does not keep the Lord's Supper?
It is argued by some, that this meal, which Chri

,

ate with his disciples, was the Jewish paesover, Z
this seems to bo the principal objection. Luke' call
this meal " supper." " Likewise, also the enp a f|
Supper." John calls it Supper, and says it was h'
fore the passover feast, "Now before the feast J)the paBsover ... he riseth from supp6t

..

Paul called it " suppor." " In the same manner
al

I bo the cup after supper," E. V.
Let us examine still closer, and see if the passov

er had yet been kept. After Christ ate this meiljwith his disciple3, he goes to the garden of Getlise-
mnne, and prayed to his Father. Here he was m6lby Jndas, with a great multitude, with swords and
staves. Mark 14: 43. They take him first to Annas
then to Caiaphae, and from Caiaphae to the judo'
ment hall. "Then led they Jesus from Caiapl^
unto the hall of judgment; and it was early; and
they, themselves, went not into the judgment' hall
lest they should be defiled; but that they might es t

the passover." John 18: 28. This was early in the.

morning, and Christ had eaten the Supper the even
ing before. Again Pilate went out to them, and
asked, ""What accusation bring ye against thie

He goes out the second time, and says, "
I

him no fault at all." But ye have a cus'tom,,
that I should release unto you one at the passover.
Will ye, therefore, that I release unto you the Kino
of the Jews? Then cried they all again, saying,
"Not this man, but Barrabas." John 18: 38, 40. •

"

The above makes it clear that the meal whiclt
Christ ate with his diBciples, was not the passover,
for it seems, from all Scriptures, that the passover
did not occur until the next evening-twenty.foar.
hours after Christ ate the Supper with his disciples.
In the heading of this article, Paul tells the

church at Corinth, " When ye come together to eat."
Eat what? Certainly, this meal, and Paul calls it
" the Lord's Supper." " When ye come together to.

eat the Lord's Supper, tarry, one for another." So
hurch to-day, when coming together to eat,

Bhould eat in order. After eating, we can then cel-

ebrate the suffering of our Blessed Eedeemer. May
the Lord bless his dear children in the defense of

his Word, and may we ever contend earnestly for

the faith, once delivered to the saints]

S01 East Main Street, Uur.cie, Ind.

THE LAW OF FORQiVINO.

BY HOWARD MILLER.

The law of forgiving is without any limitation-.
It wbb a direct question iu olden times, and it re-

ceived a direct answer, the substance of which is,

that there is no end to it. Christian practice does
not keep books. It is allowed to make no charges
and enters no credits.

We are to proceed at all times as though there
sre no differences, and it is enjoined to forgive our

enemies when it is asked. It is a very hard thing to

do at times, but it can be done. It must be done if

want to be forgiven, for every time we repeat the
Lord's Prayer, we request that our trespasses be re-

mitted in the proportion we forgive those who sin

Bnt there is a higher law than that of forgive-
ness. It embodies all that the law of trespaas con-
tains, and a great deal more. It is the law of love.

With it, trespass is a thing not noted,—no evil be-
ing thought of. See Paul's ringing enlogy of love.

With it in mind and heart, one can not go far wrong,
and then the error is one of the head, readily con-
doned by all. There is something about the utter

subjection of self, in the highest form of love, in its

agonizing manifestations, that is not of earth. The
mother, clinging to the murderer, is beyond the

power of words to express. It is not a question of

forgiveness with her. It is an all-absorption of

world and self in the undeserving. It is so in the
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j that Christ bears the sinner, whose life is one
^ntinnal blow in the face of right. It is ever for-

iven when asked, even theugh the request be
iHcle, as it was, on the cross, without the walla of Je-

usalem.

Retribution settles nothiog. It but adds to the

original sin. It is the natural condition of the hu-

man heart to render blow for blow, but it involves
icide. The laws governing forgiving our
are the very foundation stones of Chris-

tianity, and, in the nature of things, have no substi-

ate, no penance. To go to our graves with hate in

pU r hearts, means a resurrection with a burden too

fide and too high to allow entrance through the

roldep gates,

fjcwisburg, Pa,

ON WHICH DAY?

I-H'Tcnii-'UK.

lit, as to the time

en, at the going

says, " And thou

which the Lord,

I find not a few who think that the legal paBsov-

er was eaten on the fourteenth day of the month,

and this makes it difficult for them to see how Christ

conld have eaten his passover supper on the first

day of unleavened bread, without eating it on the

same day that the legal passover was eaten. But I

think there is no trouble here. Let us notice that

the lamb for that occasion was killed on the four-

teenth, but not eaten until the fifteenth. Sae Ex.

12: IJ, 8. Notice, it was killed in the evening, and

then it had to be roasted and eaten that night. Now
we must remember that the day ended at sunset,

and the new day began at the same time. There-

fore they ate the passover on the fifteenth day, in-

stead of the fourteenth. Lev. 23: 5, 6 eaye, "In the

fourteenth day of the first month, at even, is the

Lord's passover. And on the fifteenth day, of the

game month, is the feast of uuleavened bread uuto

the Lord."

Here it will be noticed again, that the kill

on the fourteenth, and the entiDg was on

teenth. We will further notice how it is g

Num. 28: 16, 17. That says, "And in the fourteenth

day of the first mouth, is the pa6sover of the Li

And in the fifteenth day of this mouth is the feat

Deut. 16: 6, 7 is still more expli

in the evening. It says, "At e

down of the sun." The nest vers

shalt roast and eat it in the placi

thy God shall choose."

Since these several passages agree that the Iamb

was killed on the fourteenth day of the month, and

eaten on the fifteenth day of the same month, it is

easy to see how Christ could eat his passover meal

on the first dny of unleavened bread (which wa3 the

fourteenth), and yet die at the time of killing the

lamb (which he must do in order to fulfill the law.)

Christ ate with his disciple3 on the commence-

ment of the fourteenth, and he died near the end of

the same day. Then could the high priest correct-

ly say, next morning, after Christ and the disciples

had eaten their supper, "And it was the preparation

of the passover, aud about the sixth hour, and he

saith unto the Jews, Behold your king! "

This was said when Christ was brought before Pi-

late for judgment. From the large uppsr room, Je-

eus accompanied his disciples into the Garden of

Gethsemane, There he was apprehended by Judas

and his band, and carried over into the palace of the

high priest. This is now the cock crowing, and

next we have John 18: 28, saying, "Then led they

Jesus from Caiaphas unto the hall of judgment: and

it was early; and they, themselves, went not info the

judgment hall, lest they Bhould be defiled; but that

they might eat the passover."

Here it is clearly shown that the passover was yet

in the future, while the passover, of which Jesus

had partaken (with deeire), was in the past. Wo
need have no fears of eating the Jewish passover, if

we follow the example of the Savior in these servi-

ces, bb he instituted and celebrated with his disci-

ples on that occasion. The meal that he ate with

tbem at that time, may he safely called the " Lord's

Supper," because he ordered it, and it may, with

equal propriety, be called, "passover," because it

THE GOSPEL IsdZESSIEHSTG-IEIR,.

chIIb the disciples' attention to a glorious event in

the future, when it will receive its fulfillment.

Luke 12: 37, says, " BlesEed are those servants,

whom the Lord, when he cometh, shall find watch-
ing. Verily I say unto you, that he shall gird him-
self, aud make them to sit down to meat, and will

come forth and serve them."

This is one of the things that shall take place

when Jesus comes again. If we leave out fdet-

washing, then we cut off the medium through which
we are "evened up," or made equal, and, if we omit
the Supper, then we destroy the means by which we
pass over to the blessed home, when the Lord will

gather his jewels home. If we neglect the bread

and cup of Communion, we then have no means by
which to show forth his suffering and death, till he
cornea. So we decide thot our Blessed Master haB

given us just enough, aud no more than is necessary

for our welfare here. The past is past, and what we
heye is enough.

McFherson, Kans.
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IS IT NOT A MISTAKEN 1DBA ?

for the reason that we adhere more closely

to the whole Gospel than other churches deem ne-

cessary. People cannot well walk together in serv-

iug God, except they be agreed in re,

proper method of conducting the sei

Communion services are opeu to all who!

practice accord with ours. With us it

Commuuiou for all who show, by their works, that

they have faith iu the services as taught in the New
Testament.

Strictly speakiug, however, there is no such a

thing as an open, unrestricted Communion service,

at least we know of noue. Moat denominations

are more opeu in this respect, than the Brethren,

and this for the reason that they have, in their prnc-

tice, accepted less of the teachings of Christ and the

apostles, and yet, noue of them ore liberal enough to

intentionally admit the unbelieving to the Commun-
ion table. The difference is where to place the re-

strictions. We place them at one point, while oth-

er denominations place them at another. Some de-

nominations make immersion the test, while others

extend it to the mere matter of faith. Very few, it

any, of the evangelical churches, will open then-

services to the Unitarians or the Universalists,

Some may be consistent in their restrictions, and
others may not. We will not attempt to pnss judg-

ment.

But we think the Brethren have acted wisely in

limiting the privilege to those who keep the ordi-

nances as they are clearly set forth iu the New Tea-

useless to talk of people communing
ith i tfho* snoti 'ith of

Here and there is still heard

the grouud of the movement being

Idly enterprise. They speak as thou*

t was the church's afterthought, when,

iu reality, it is Christ's forethought. In ono sense

of the word,—and it is a very narrow sense, indeed,

— missions appear to be n recont movement in the

Brethren church. Regular organized efforts, on a

systematic plan, are not over fifteen years old, but

the Brethren church has ever been, in its own pe-

culiar way, a mission church. In a little over a cen-

tury and a half, she has increased from less than

one hundred communicants to over 80,000; and from

one locality in eastern Pennsylvania, has spread to

occupy a goodly portion of the northern half of the

United States.

Missions, however, are God's forethought. Man no

sooner placed himself in the deplorable condition of

alien to God, than God planned n scheme to redeem

bim. His plan is comprehensive, looking back and

forward from the cross. Prophetically he spoke

that the heathen would be the heritage of the

church. His Son so lived and died, that whosoever

believeth on him shall have eternal life. Paul was

told that he was a chosen vessel to the Gentiles, and

he successfully carried the Gospel to them in his

day. That answered for his responsibility. The

promise still stands, that the heathen shall be the

heritage of the Lord, aud this can only be accom-

plished through the church obeying, in faith, the

command, " Go."

Let not the thought, that missions is a new,—

a

modem,—an afterthought of the church, not author-

ized or recognized by Christ, any longer excuse the

lack of interest in missions, but let the fact be re-

membered, that, long before the present generation

saw the light of life, God provided salvation

for it,—for every one w

Yet, let the love of Christ c

lives in promoting his cause,

fruition with many other red

through our instrumentality.

CLOSE COMMUNION.

We are asked to give Scriptural authority for

close Communion. It may be proper to remark, that

the first Communion service ever held was so close

that only Jesus and his apostles were present. All

Communion services, even in this day, are restrict-

ed more or leeB; some more aud others lesB. Our

practice happens to be a little more restricted than

illbelit

conducting the

to change our i

ly they will not

(;iWi tin'

consistent, wo an

those of our ow

that, had thera b

feast, in Jerusale

necessary to fall

ties, and to obser

set forth iu the u

rvice. They could not expect ub

mr method on thejr account, aud certain-

I not be expected to pats through all the

as we do, when they do not believe in

. Some of them might feel disposed to

seats nt the table at the close of feet-

waehing, while others might prefer lo wait until tho

close of the Lord's Supper, A course of this kind

would not only produce confusion iu the houso of

the Lord, but it is really impracticable. So, to bo

i compelled to limit the services to

n people. And wo may yet add,

een thousands present nt the first

m, all of them would have found it

into line with Jesus and the apo3-

ve the rite.3 in the order and manner
arrative of the occurrence.

j. u. jr.

SCCSET ORDER3.

A Catholic Archbishop in Mcj xico, hes issued an

edict, expelling all members belonging to the Ma-

sonic order. Since many of the officials, as well as

most of the promiueut citizens, belong to the Ma-

sons as well as the Catholics, the edict has mado no

small stir. But there is no going back on the action

of the Archbishop. The parties concerned must oi-

ther leave the Masons, or be expelled from the

Catholic church. This is one feature about the

Catholics that might well ba endorsed by all the

Christian bodies in the world. Secret orders are

sapping the very life out of the churches, and, if the

evil continues many 3 ears longer, the churches will

be much weaker than they arc. Our people are to

be congratulated for the stand they have taken

against these orders, aud, we trust that they will ev-

er remain true to their principle. Instead of giving

our money, time, energies and influence to Becret or-

the more attention to theit becomes

; of Christ.

-

is to giv

Ed.

MIND MYSTERIES.*
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OPPORTUNITY.

Tut work you fain \

Dor
uld do, the mess?ge tell,

The house you think lo build so

Build soon,— life drifts away.

The moments you would fill with golden dee(

Fill now,— life has its needs.

—Caroline IV. D. Rich, in /twit's Ht

WrIY SHOULD I STUDY THE WORD?

I? I FEAR THE JUDGMENT, I should Stlidy the

Word, for by it I shall be judged. Jesus says, of

the one who rejected him, "The word that I have

spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day."

John 12: 4S. But I may be judged fight now, and

avoid the final judgment. Paul says, " If we would

judge ourselves, we should not be judged." I Cor.

n: 3'. I should study God's Word that I may
judge myself daily by its standards,

If I love the truth, I rhould study the Word,

because the "Word is truth," Jesus tells us that

he came to bear witness of the truth. We live in a

scientific age. Only the truth can endure the tests

of this scientific spirit. Most books grow old and

out of date in less than fifty years. The Bible is

always in date. Christ's fundamental teachings

shall be found to endure through all age?. They
are the eternal truth. Lovers of truth, here is

something which can be depended upon.

IF I DESIRE TO LIVE A CORRECT LIFE HERE, I can

find no such guide as the Bible. The Jews had
their religion almost wholly for this life. We in-

cline toward the other extreme. Many think of

religion as something to be gotten before they

die,—any time, just to be sure of getting it before

death. This is a faulty view of the matter. We
need more religion for correct living here, We
want more getting ready to live, and not so much
getting ready to die. If the former is attended to,

the latter needs no special attention. Even infi-

dels admit that the Bible is a good book to live by
in this life.

If I want to live hereafter, faithful Bible

study is the thing I need. The way to get eternal

life is fully set forth in the Bible. If I depend
upon the Bible study of some one else, I may not

get the directions correctly and fully, I cannot

afford to take aDy risks in so important a matter

as this.

If I seek to grow, I must take food, No babe

takes food enough for its whole life on the day of

its birth. Neither does a spiritual babe. It must
take the " sincere milk of the Word." It must " de-

sire" it,—must have a real and healthful appetite.

Later, it takes "meat," or "solid food," as the Re-

vised Version gives it, Without properly-digest-

ed food there can be no growth, Some of us are

dyspeptic because the "meat of the Word is

chunked down at irregular times, without masti-

cation.

If I am a member of the Brethren church,

I should study the Bible, because it is our

church "creed." Many churches have formulated

"creeds," or articles of faith. They usually im-

ply (or state) that to disbelieve them is damna-

tion. Recently I read one of these creeds; I cer-

tainly did not believe the who'e of it. We have a

better creed than that, and every one of us should

know what it teaches. If any Christian people

ought to study the Bible faithfully, to be consist-

ent, we ought.

If I am a mbmber of a church with a " creed,"

I should study the Bible. Creeds were made by

men, God inspired the Bible, but I doubt wheth-

er he inspired any of the creeds. Furthermore,

creeds are having a hard time in the world at this

time. It is found that they must be either revised

or abolished. In either case, if my faith is pinned

to one, I should study the Bible. Whether revised

or abolished, it must be done by the standards.of

the Bible, and I want to see that no mistake is

made along this line.

If I WANT TO BE WELL INFORMED, I must not

neglect Bible study. I cannot read standard liter-

ature intelligently without a knowledge of the Bi-

ble. All good literature abounds in allusions to

the Bible. The late Mr. Dana, editor of the New
York Sutt, advised young men preparing for jour-

nalism to make themselves familiar with the Bible.

Lawyers are usually well versed in the Bible. The
Bible contains the oldest and most reliable history

available to man. It contains some of the most ex-

cellent poetry of e.11 the world's literature. For

poetic excellence Job and Psalms cannot be sur-

passed. The addresses of Mosss, recorded in

Deuteronomy, are among the finest specimens of

the world's oratory. The teacher can find no bet-

ter illustrations of the true principles of pedagogy
than in the teachings of Jesus. Certainly reasons

are not wanting why /should study the Bible ear-

nestly, honestly, systematically, successfully,

McPherstn, Kant,

*>THE t SUNDAY + SCHOOL-*

LESSON LIGHT-FLASHES

Paul's Last Words a Tim. 4: i-8; 16-18.

Lesson jor December 13,

The last wcrds of men and women are always re-

garded with unusual interest. There may be dif-

ferent reasons for this. Notwithstanding there has

been, and still is much said about the beyond, yet

the passing over is enshrouded with a mystery that

makes the ending of life an exceedingly interesting

period of human existence. Because of this the

last ivords spoken are carefully noted and treasured

up as if they must divulge something of that which

ts so immediately to follow.

Another reason may be that the last words spok-

en are a sort of an index to the life past, as well as

to what it will be in the future. This, in some cas-

es, at least, may be true, as there is no time in a

man's life when he is expected to be so conscien-

tiously candid and truthful, as when facing death.

There can be no incentive for persons to be other-

wise, as, at this time, end all efforts that can in any

way affect the life that now is.

But, after all, the last words of men and women
do not count for much unless they are the ending

expressions of the life that has been lived, and

such are the last words of the Apostle Paul. In

them we have the ultimate of the life he had been

living since his conversion, the key-note of which

was, "This one thing 1 do." He had been called

to preach Christ and him crucified. When once he

learned to know the Christ-life, he did not want to

know anything else, neither did he preach anything

else, so we need not wonder that lis last words

so harmonized with the words of his life. Hence
the charge that he gives to those who are to fol-

low, "Preach the Word." This charge is a very

significant one, and it comes with peculiar force to

all who have, in any way, the mission of giving this

great doctrine cf salvation to others. He looker

upon the mission, whereunto he had been called

as being not only a responsible one, but as \

sacred above everything else. He had learne

he said, that the "Word" was the power of

unto salvation to every one that believed it, so

there was nothing else that could save s

Hence, that souls might be saved, the Word mus
be preached and taught,

Then follows the time for preaching and teach.

ing,—all the time. For doing other things there

were seasonable and unseasonable times, bui

so with the preaching of the Word. The hosts
f

sin are always on the alert to keep captive and de-

stroy souls. And as preaching the Word is th<

ly means of saving them, the preaching of it should

never cease. A thing is seasonable when it is need-

ed, and as there are souls always in a lost condi.

tion, to save them is always seasonable, therefore

it is always seasonable to preach the Word.
But as much depends on the manner of preach,

ing and teaching, he goes on to tell how it

be done,—" Reprove." One of the things that we

are slow to do is to reprove at the proper time or

place, and yet it is ofttimes a very necessary thing

to do, if done in the right spirit. 'Reprove"

is to, in some way, show our disapproval
[

the doings of others with whom we arc associated,

or in some way related. There are many ways of

doing this, and we should always seek for the best

way,—sometimes by a look, a kind word or b

lence, when we are expected to speak a wo:

encouragement to a wrong-doer. Do it in any way

that will most effectually show that we disap-

prove,—that we think it wrong, and that we cannot

encourage the act,

"Rebuke" is a stronger form of reproof, and

should be resorted to only when the "milder form

will not accomplish the purpose. Then follow

hortation, a form of teaching through appeals,

This is often very effective because it calls forth

the reasoning powers and the exereise of the judg-

ment. It shows that, while we are selfish for oth-

ers, we are unselfish for the good of others. We
seek not our own, but the good of others, and this

we are to do with all long-suffering and doctrine,

In presenting the doctrine of right and the conse-

quences of wrong, we are to exercise patience. If

we are unable to get those, whom we exhott, to

see at once, keep on, continue until they can

This generally comes as a result, if we are sur

are right. Truth, though sometimes slow at first,

will, in the end, prevail. Knowing this, we can well

afford to be persistent in our efforts of teaching

and laboring for the good of others.

The reason for this is, because the time will

come when they will not endure sound doctrine.

They will only receive it through continued and

persistent efforts.

It is a sad thought that those for whom Christ

died should thus refuse the pleading voice of their

best friend and " heap to themselves teachers 1

ing itching ears." But such is human nature,

therefore we who have, by grace divine, been

abled to overcome it, should be the more ready to

give heed to these, the. last words of this mi

God, whose only purpose in life was to save souls

for Christ.

But the more beautiful words of all are these,

" For I am now ready to be offered, and the tii

my departure is at hand. I have fought the

fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the

faith," etc. Are not these blessed words? Let 1

all so live and so labor, that when the time comes

to us they may also be our last words. If we pur-

sue the same course, the same end shall be ours.

'We must take the world as we find it; there is

1 avoiding that. But we ought not to le

ould be

proper work in life

world as we found it; th

that. A large share o

ought to be in the line of seeing to it that the world

shall be better, when we leave it, than it was when

we entered it, simply because we have been in it'

Otherwise our life will undoubtedly be a failure,"
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i him the iniquity ofLord hath laid

53:6.

;11 me, Who has gone astray? You say, " I

have gone astray." " I am a lost sheep." Yes.

and you can truthfully say, "lam lost!" You
too, that "the Lord hath laid upon him

(Jesus) the iniquity of us all." This includes

you. Your iniquities are laid upon Jesus. Will

thou. Lord, shouldest mail; iniquity,

,
who shall stand?" Fs. 130:3. Could

stand? I am sure, but for the grace of

God. 1 could not.

Do you think you have committed great

sins? What would you consider the greatest

"Thou shalt love the Lord, thy God, with all

thy heart and with all thy soul, and with all

thy mind. This is the first and great com-
mandment." Malt. 2:: 37, 38.

Now, tell me, What is a great sin, yea, the

greatest sin? "It is the violation of Ebe "great
commandment." You see there of what you

are guilty. I am sure you did not think you

c gone astray," and so arc lost. Jesus is

king fur us, and trying to find us.

The Lord is nm slack concerning his prom-

as some men count slackness; but is long-

suffering to us-\vard, not willing that nny
should perish, but that nil should <:ome to re-

mce." 2 Pet, ;:<).

Come unto me (Christ) all ye that labor

and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest."

Matt. 11:2s.

We come to Christ by coming to llib word.

" 1 am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ;

for it (the Gospel) is the power of Clod unto

salvation to every one ihat believeth." Rom.

While he c upon earth the Savior had pow
to save n en. That same power is now in

5 Gospel

;

nd he has arranged that the same
ving powt r that was m him, and now is in

If you wish to know more about the faith

and practice of the Brethren, send to this office

for a price list of tracts.

Would you like to hand a copy of this paper

to a friend? If so, send the name and address

and we will send the paper.

Each good working elder should see to it

that his congregation contributes something

towards preaching the Gospel to the sn.cnUgb.t-

Preachers who think more of the Lord's

cause than they do of dollars and cents can

find plenty of places to preach, Mission Board

or no Mission Hoard. .

, butTo feel just right is a g.

wants to have something of some value to fee

good about. The man who shirks duty has n.(

occasion for feeling good, but he who does hi:

duty, can and ought to have a clear con

id theConcerning the woman who p
ointment on the Master's head, Ji

" She bath done what she could." If that much

could be said of each of us, we would soon

have the Gospel preached in nearly every pari

of the world.

You need not go out of your way to let youi

left hand know that your right hand gives S25

for some good ciuse, but if your left hand hap<

pens to see it and gives S50 for the same cause

do not worry yourself, provided you feel that

you did your duty.

A short time ago the M. E. Church South

had a missionary debt of ?i45.oso- A numbei

of benevolent individuals subscribed enough u

pay it off, and now the missionary socictiei

feel that they can go on with their enterprise;

without having a great debt banging ovei

them. It is a blessed thing to be out of debt.

THE WORD FOR THE UNCONVERTED.

Dear reader, do you know that you

sinner? I hear you say, " I don't know that I

am very bad. I am -better than a gre:

Well, let us hear what God says about you.

"All have sinned

glory of God." Rom. 3: 23.

Now who have sinned? Who does "all

include? Well, you say, "It includes me.

Yes, and I am glad to hear y«u say, " I have

sinned." I hope you feel the need of a Savi

" All we like sheep have gone astray;

have turned every one to his own way; and '

id you ever notice that when Mary and

riha sent unto Jesus (John 11: 3), their

sage was not, " Lord, he who loves thee,"

but "Lord, he whom thou lovest is sick." It

; Jesus loving Losants.

Herein is love, not that we loved God, but

that he loved us, and sent his Son to be a pro-

In this was manifested the love of God
toward us, because that God sent his only be-

gotten Son into the world that we might live

through him," I John 4: o.

for God, but His for us.

ror God so loved the world that he gave

mly begotten Son, that whosoever bcliev-

n him should not perish, but have ever-

lasting life." John 3: 16.

Lice the little word "so,"—so earnestly

)us of our happiness, when we were ex-

L to the wrath of God, that He gave his

*s a gift, unmerited, undeserved by us.

No wonder it is said, " Behold what manner
of love the Father hath bestowed upon us that

should be called the sons of God." 1 John

" For Christ also hath once suffered for sins,

the just for the unjust, that He might bring

to God." 1 Pet. 3: iS.

"For when we were yet without strength,

due time Christ died for the ungodly," Ri

5:6.

"Christ died for our sins according tu

Scriptures." r Cor. 15; 3.

" Who his own self bare our sins in his

body on the tree. ... By whose stripes ye

were healed." i Pet. 2: 24.

" But He was wounded for our transgres

sions; He was bruised for otir iniquities; . . .

and with His stripes we are healed." Isa.'S3

5-

: short of the

Estee med fri nd, I am sure you can tr uibful

y say. 'He w. mded for my tra sgres

sions." " He wasbri ised for my iniqui les.

lium through which he exerts his divine,

ng power. Every one, therefore, that <<bry

lospel throughJaith has Christ's divine p

mparled 10 raw hii toil/. This salvation is

iccured to every one ihal obeys the s hole Cos-

/<! through faith. But you must have faith.

For without faith it is impossible to please

od." Heb. 11: 6. "Faith comcth by hear-

ing and hearing by ihc word of God." Rom.

WAR ON CHRISTIAN PRINCIPLES.

Wah on Clir'.Mi.wi principles may seem a li

One of the conditions of the treaty of Mcxi-

o, wuh the United Slates, it is said, is, that

ny future war which may break out between

ie two countries "shall be conducted on

119 is an brc ol progress, and that all sorts of

nprovements are constantly taking place in

II soils of matters; but war on Christian firin-

ipfes is certainly ihe latest, and, if it be car-

ied out, we think ii will prove the greatest of

liem all.

. about to give the order

nim that "the war is to

risitan trtae&Us? and

,
faith i nply taking God ;

word ri nd ask ng n questions. Son e people

say th y cam :ve; but the / cat . Every

11 belie Gospel il ill. The
reason why sl me di not bs/ieve sbec altse they

would rather not 1 •Hive. A tc 11 he put the

to a little bo> "1)0 you know ili.it this is?
1

" No," said te bl y, "do you! fes; it is

'«,'" mswer d th teacher. 11m do you

knc» tis'.r ?" as ;eil the boy. "M If
teacher

toldn .till t 'Ho if do you

know your te idler did not tell you t story?'

cf, "hut what arc they? I have read

Vauban, and Scheiter, and Turcnne, and Coc-
horn; 1 have read the lives of Ihc old conquer-

;, and have studied Ihe campaigns of Ihe

greatest soldiers, but I never happened lo

me across these principles in any work on

litaryart. Do you know anything about it,

Colonel?"

"No,"
" Nor you, Major?"
"Nor I either."

"I really don't know how to begin; I sup-

said the lad

Here we 1

take his tea

ones are eq

Teacher at 1

faith "a" a:

1 little skeptic, not willing K

it his word. How many olde

unwilling lo take the Greal

"Behold I bring you good tidings of great

joy which shall be to all people." Lukes: 10.

The "altpeople" includes you, dear reader,

and the good tidings is that you can be saved.

"Whosoever will, let him take the water

of life freely." Rev. 22: 17.

The "whosoever" includes you. You can

plainly see that God wants you to have this

salvation. Will you "will" to have il?

'linn ilia neth I I will i

Join.

ence to the sayings of Jesus; and the man wh<

says he can not believe, simply says he pre

fers not to btlicve, for he can believe if h

will.

Faith is trusting God because we believe h

will do as he says. It is not said of Abrahar

that he understood God but that he believe,

God. He trusted or believed first; he undei

stood later on. Bui let us read more.

" Repent ye therefore and be converted thn

your sins may be blotted out." Acts 3: Iq.

" Repent and be baptized evciy one of you

in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission

of sins and ye shall receive the gift of the Ho
ly Ghost." Acts 2: 38.

" Verily, verily I say unto you, except a ma.

be born of water and of the Spirit he can noi

enter into the kingdom of heaven." John 3: 5.

Jesus himself was born of water and of the

Spirit (Matt. 3: 16; Mark I: 10; Luke 3: 2

John 1 : 32, 33} before he began to preach. If

Jesus, the sinless, had to be born of water and

of the Spirit, then well miy he say, " VerU

verily" of sinful man.

"For by one Spirit are we all baptised inl

one body" (1 Cor. 12: 13)—God's family-

Christ's kingdom or church.

Hence baptism brings the penitent be!

into the church, giving him salvation, for the

Savior himself says: " He that believeth and

baptized shall be saved." Mark 16: 16.

This shows that the spiritual cleansing of tl

soul corresponds to the washing of the "out

man " in baptism. It also shows Ihat baptis

is the final condition securing remission of si.

and the "gift of the Holy Ghost."

My unconverted reader, will you accept this

salvation now? "Behold now is ihe accepted

lime, now is the dav of salvation." 2 Cor. 6: 2.

" For the Son of man is come Ic

avc that which was lost." Luk

We have learned that "all v,

come to seek and t

1 Chn
know anything about this lighting

; it is the easiest thing in the

says: "Boast 1

thou hnowes

forth." Prov.

Ml, Morris,

I'lnr. ugh"? God
for

"Oh, ye;

" Where arc the books? "

"Here"—and the Chaplain lakes out the

Bible.

"Really," says the General, "we ought to

have thought of ihat before. It is a had time

to commence the study of tactics when the en-

emy is right before us; but I suppose we are

bound by the treaty. What is the first thing,

Mr. Chaplain?"

'"Thou shalt not kill.' 'Thou shalt love

thy neighbor as thyself.'"

"But these are not our neighbors: ihey are

Mexicans."

" TrTe same book tells us, a little farther on,

that the opportunity to do good to a man
makes him our neighbor."

"Will you go on, Mr. Chaplain? "

'"Love your enemies.' 'Do good to them

that hate you,' 'Pray for them that despite-

fully use you and persecute you,'"

" Hut while we are praying for the Mexicans,

they will be firing into us."

"No; they are bound by the treaty also. It

works both ways."

"Then what is the use of our arms?"

"This is all provided for in the same liook,

'Beat your swords into plough-shares, and

spears into pruning-hooks.'"

" Then I don't see there is anything for us lo

do here."

"Nothing, unless you send over and ask

Santa Anna if he needs anything in the way of

medicine, or provisions, or clothing, I rather

think the treaty requires this of us. And I

don't know but we ought to send them a few

schoolmasters, for I understand that they are

a shockingly ignorant people."

" But how do you ever know which party

conquers in this fighting on Christian princi-

ples?"

"That is the <;reat beauty of it. Both sides

conquer, and there are never any killed or

wounded."

Now this is all the way lhal we know of con-

ducting war on Christian principles. In nny

demand which may be made on this State for

men to carrv on a future war with Mexico, we
.ill he 1

:aly by dirt : the :
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The Brethren at Lanark an

ntercsting series of meetings.

engaged

Much correspondence, intended for this issue,

must lay over until next week.

At Red Oak, W. Va.
(
a short series of meetings

closed with fix applicants for membership.

The revival services held by Bro. O. V. Long, in

the Lower Cumberland church, Pa., closed with five

conversions.

Regarding the time of the feast at Falls City,

Nebr., we were misinformed. The date is Dec. II,

instead of Dec. 13

Bro. A. C. Wieand closed his series of meetings,

at Ottawa, Kans , with eight accessions by baptism

and two reclaimed.

Bro. J.S. Flor
ings at Hudson,

sometime this wee

engaged in a series of meet-

State, expecting to close

esting lette

noble work i

hook for next issue,

Bro. Fercken. He is

:
Smyr

A series of meetings in the Montgomery church,

Pa., closed with twelve accessions, Bro. H. A,

Stahl did the preaching.

During the feast, held in the South Beatric

church, Nebr , ten young people applied for mem
bership and were baptized.

We learn that Bro. J. C. Johnson is in the

of a glorious meeting in Altoona, Pa., with a

ber of applicants for baptism.

No one receiving this paper wan
ting a copy of our Premium Bible

derful inducement on last page.

One brother orders twenty Bibles to be set aside

for Christmas, and other orders for the same pur-

pose are coming in right along.

Bro. S. F. Sanger writes that his series of meet-

ings at York, Pa., are becoming quite interesting.

Several have applied for membership.

Bro. A. B. Arnold writes us that he is now ir

what is known as the Bean settlement. Hardy Co.

W. Va., engaged in a series of meetings.

Sister Bertha Ryan writes very encouragingly

concerning her work in India. Our next issue will

contain a very interesting letter from her.

Bro John Brubaker is to represent Ti

North and South Carolina and Florida

Standing Committee at the next Ccnferenc

Bro
neetings

The Brethren report a number of applicants for

nembership at Lancaster, Pa. Bro. Silas Hoover

s conducting a series of meetings in the city.

Rowland is engaged in a series of

ttavia, this State. He returns to the

field in Wisconsin, the middle of December.

Bro. S. E. Yundt, of this place, is engaged in a

series of meetings in Chicago. Three have applied

for membership, and others are expected to follow.

Bro. George D. Zollers, of South Bend, Ind.,

is now v/ith the Brethren at Hickory Grcve, this

State. For many years this was Bro. Zollers' home.

The Brethren at Sauth Hatfield, Pa„ closed their

leries of religious services with ten baptized, and

ane applicant. Bro. G, S, Rairigh did the preach-

ing-

For some time, Bro. T. A. Robinson, one of our

ministers at Jasper, Mo, has been quite low with

the typhoid fever, but when last heard from was

improving.

The full amount of surplus for the Annual Meet-

ing at Frederick, Md., is not yet known, but S?00

has already been turned over to the General Mis-

sionary Committee.

Inside of a few weeks we will have seven ear-

est missionaiies hi India,—three brethren and four

isters. The work already done is promising, and

ic hope for large results.

The good work in Denmark and Sweden seems

to be moving along in an encouraging manner. At

this time the Brethren have six ministers in Den-

mark, and seven in Sweden.

The Children's Mission Fund, in the Ycwg Dis-

ciple, for the Asia Minor orphans, has reached

Sj6 59. It is not a large amount, but it shews that

the little people are at work too.

ofBro. I. J. Rosenberger closed his se

meetings in (he Mill Creek church, Rockinghair

Co., Va , with fifty-eight accessions, all by confes

sion and baptism, sav? one that was reclaimed,

Bro. D. H. Walker, and not W. A, Walker, as

stated last week, recently held a series of meet-

ings at Sharpsburg, Md. Eight young people

came out on the Lord's side and were baptized.

Writing from Big Springs, Tex., Bro. L, H. Eby
says there are sixteen in the company on the way
to Barstow, Ward Co., Tex. They were then within

one hundred and fifty miles of their destination.

In crccr to get into this issue as much as possi-

ble, concerning the faith and practice of the Breth-

ren, we fill both (he Young People and Home and
Family departments, as well as a part of the mis-

sionary page, with that class of matter.

Bro. D. L. Miller closed his meetings at Sa-

lem, Ohio, with a splendid interest. The attend-

ance was large, and good attention was given to

the word preached. Some were added to the flock.

He is now preaching at Farmersvllle, same State.

re confined toThe most of our advertisements at

the last p3ge of the Messenger, but, on account of

using that page in this issue, with which to illus-

trate our Premium Bible, our advertisements tres-

pass somewhat on the space usually assigned to

reading matter. Hence this paper contains ucarly

one page less reading matter than usual.

Our elders, in course of time, will form a belt

around the globe. We have now several in Den-
mark and Sweden, one in Asia Minor, and shall

soon have two in India. It will probably not be
many years until we shall have some in China, and
others hi Australia and elsewhere. We hope to

reach all parts of the world with the whole Gospel.

Bro. Jesse Stcjtsman, who left Pitsburg, Ohio
for the South a few weeks ago, writes us, that wilh

his family he has reached his home at Bells, Crock-

ett Co., Tenn., finds the weather delightful, and
trusts that the climate will prove beneficial to Sis-

ter Stutsman's health. He says there are now
eleven members in that town, and he hopes to do
some good among them.

Thanksgiving in the Mount passed very pleas-

antly. The service in the Chapel was largely at-

tended, and the spirit of the meeting excellent. In

the evening a little love feast was held in the home
of two aged membeis. Our regular prayer meet-

ing was held in the Old Chapel, at seven in the

evening. It was led by one of our young sisters.

The attendance was large and the interest good.

One of the large congregations in Ohio, recently

passed the following, and we recommend the plan

to other churches: "As our Secretary is agent for

the Gospel Messenger, we urge that he use all

mild and Gospel means to introduce the Gospel
Messenger into every family, and should there be

any that are actually too poor to pay for it, and

are anxious to read it, that such be reported to the

council-meeting in February of each year for the

consideration of the meeting."

We are asked to say whether the church is di-

vinely authorized to irake laws to govern her mem-
bers? Most assuredly she has not been so author-

ized. It is her duty to understand, teach and en-

force the laws laid down by Inspiration, and re-

corded in the New Testament. The teaching of

the New Testament she may interpret, and deter-

mine the meaning, but she has not the authority to

make any law. She will do well if she teaches and

enforces those already made,

Our purpose with the Messenger is to retain the

present price, Si 50 per annum and continue to im-

prove the paper. We arc confident that our peo-

ple want a first-class journal, and are willing to

pay a fair price for it. In fact, it is only the first-

class papers that succeed. There are a number cf

exchanges coming to our desk, and there is not a

cheap, religious paper among them that is in any-

thing like a prosperous condition. By a few of

our readers we have been urged to reduce the

price of the Messenger to Si 00. To do this

means to lower the grade of the paper, and proba-

bly not increase the circulation. One year ago the

Progressives tried the experiment with their pa-

per, the Brethren Evangelist. It had been run at

Si 50, but when the price was cut down to Si.00, to

the great surprise of all concerned, the circulation

actually fell off, and the publishers, last spring, re-

ported that their subscription list was much small-

er than the year before. After enlarging the paper

some, they decided to restore the original price.

Like all other enterprising newspaper men, they

have learned that the better class of readers do not

want, and will not sustain, a cheap, religious jour-

nal. Let our people profit by the experience of

others!

THE UPPER ROOM.

In the time of Christ and the apostles, there was,

in Jerusalem, an upper room, that, in course of

time, became sacred in the memory of the faithful,

By some, the room is still said to be in existence,

but there may be good reasons for doubting this.

Into this room came Jesus and his tv/elve disciples

the evening bsfore his crucifixion. It was the last

meeting of the unbroken little family. For some

years, the twelve disciples had been with their

Master, had seen him perform hundreds of mira-

cles, had listened to his teaching, both publicly

and privately, and had been led to depend upen

him as the only hope of down-trodden Israel.

But the last day of his personal labors, while in

the flesh, had come. It was the evening before the

Jewish passover. The city was thronged with peo-

ple, They had gathered from all parts of the
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world to take part in the passover. In those days

the day commenced at sundown. It was proba-

bly just about the time the sun was setting that

Jesus told two of his disciples to go into the city,

find the upper room he had in mind, and there

make ready for the passover. These apostles -ar-

ranged for the room, then, in all probability, they

went to the temple and engaged a lamb, to be de-

livered at the upper room the next afternoon,

An hour or so later, we find Jesus and his disci-

ples seated at the table in th's sacred upper room.

The table is spread with simple food. This is to

be their last supper together before he separates

from them, cr before the family chain is to be

broken by the treachery and death of Judas, But

before the supper was eaten, he arose from the ta-

ble, laid aside his garments, girded himself with a

towel, poured water into a basin and washed the

feet of all his disciples. Nothing like this had ev-

er before been seen by them. We next find him

at the table, eating with his brethren and talking

to them. And while they were yet eating, near

the close of the meal, he takes bread, gives thanks

for it, breaks it and tells his disciples to eat it in

remembrance of him. He does likewise with the

fruit of the vine, in a cup which he passes to

them, saying, "This cup is the New Testament in

my blood."

Later on we find them singing a hymn, and then

going out, and it was night. The scene was the

most solemn one ever witnessed. It was too sa-

cred for the world at that time to look upon. Here,

in this quiet, upper room, in the presence of his

disciples, Jesus instituted three rites which he in-

tended for his disciples to perpetuate, vis, feet-

washing, the Lord's Supper and the Commun

By the direction of the Holy Spirit, the sacred

writers have preserved to us a record of thest

three institutions, and in harmony with the wishf!

of Jesus, as well as in keeping with the letter anc

the spirit of the record, the Brethren still continui

the practice of feet washing, the Lord's Supper

and the Communion in the order and form given

by Jesus in the upper room in Jerusalem, feeling

assured that by so doing they are keepiog the or-

dinances as they were delivered.

During the night Jesus was arrested, and cruci-

fied the next day, At three o'clock in the after-

noon, he expired on the cross, It was the death

of the dying Lamb of God. Instead of the disci-

ples eating the passover that had been arranged

for, they stood afar off and witnessed the death of

what they ever afterwards designated as thsir

passover, and, instead of looking back to the up-

per room, they were taught to look forward to the

time when these things shall be fulfilled in the up-

per kingdom, in the evening of this world. Let

the faithful then continue to keep the ordinances,

as Jesus gave the example, knowing that the time

is coming when the tried and true will be invited

and welcomed to the marriage feast of the Lamb!

e one tremble, now and then, but it i3 not

enough to insure his salvation beyond question.

The right kind of faith and plenty of it, will make
a man love Jesus and keep his commandments.

Under all circumstances, it will induce him to show
his faith by his works. This genuine faith is one

that takes in the whole Gospel, and does not leave

any of it out. It is a faith that will never stagger

at any of the commandments. It is a faith that is

willing to face the Judge of all the earth with the

open Bible. It is not a faith that hopes to be

judged by a Bible with the thirteenth chapter of

John, or some other chapter torn out,

It is a faith that takes in all the ordinances set

forth in the New Testament, and is willing to com-

ply with them. It is. willing to keep these ordi-

nances as they were delivered to the churches by

the apostles. It does not stop at external rites

and ceremonies. It seeks that higher life of per-

sonal purity in the soul, as well as in the general

duties of life, so highly recommended in the Holy

Scriptures. By such a faith can one be saved; and

he who has this faith will never question any part

of the Sacred Scriptures, nor will he falter in the

least at any commandment enjoined by either Je-

sus or any of his apostles. It is the faith that has

ia it enough of the love of God to bear all things

necessary to bs borne, to believe all things taught

in the Scriptures, to hope for all things promised,

and endure whatever may come, This is the faith

that save3, I. h. m,

THE GOSPEL KULE.
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SAVED BY FAITH.

The New Testament most assuredly teaches that

a man can be saved by faith, if he has the right

kind and plenty of it. As to the kind, it must be

that set forth in the Sacred Record, the faith that

was taught by Jesus and reiterated by the apos

ties. We would not say faith Alone, for the right

kind of faith is never alone. It is always accom-

panied by the works enjoined in the Scripture.

The devils had faith without works. It merely

made them tremble, and that was all there was of

it. It is the kind of faith that does not lead up to

a reformed life.

As to the quantity, there must be enough of it

to take in all the teachings of Christ and the apos-

tles. Anything less than this may be enough to

Some years ago we employed a man to saw off

garden pickets, We desired them to be the same

length, so we gave him a pattern,—a picket of the

right length. We told him to saw every picket the

length of that one. Some hours later, we called to

examine his work, and soon learned that he had

used our pattern by which to saw his first picket,

and that by which to saw the next one, and so on

to the last one. As a result, there were no two

pickets just the same length, and the last one

sawed was much longer than the first one. We
told him that the only way, to get them all alike,

would be to use the one pattern by which to saw

every picket. He followed the instructions and

there was no more trouble about the length of the

pickets.

This circumstance led us to account for the dif-

ferences in the various denominations, somewhat

after the same rule or method of measurement.

The model church, set up by Jesus Christ and the

apostles, was the one intended for the true pattern

in all succeeding generations, but, instead of using

this, by which to model others, each generation has

fallen into the practice of imitating the one pre-

ceding it. It is a system of measuring themselves

by themselves, which, of course, is far from being

wise, and as a result, the modern churches do not

fit the Gospel measurement, nor do they adjust

with each other. The only way out of this confu-

sion is to lay the Gospel rule alongside of every

church, and adjust each one accordingly, Let each

church be brought to the Gospel measurement,—

the model for all churches in all ages, and then,

and not till then, will they all be alike in every

essential element

This is the only reliable basis of Christian union,

as Jesus and the apostles intended it should be.

Churches, thus measured and adjusted

ly be sufficiently broadened to take in

New Testament enjoins, but they v/ill be sufficient-

ly curtailed to exclude everything and anything

contrary to the teachings of the Gospel. We
gest that the Gospel measurement be co

Let us have churches that fit the rule,

there will be no controversy about Christ;

That will come of itself.

r that all the ancient

without one known ex-

cticfi the threefold im-

vill not on-

11 that the
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QUESTIONS ON BAPTISM.

je we any account of trine immersion ever beiDg prac-

ticed in Jerusalem?

Cyril, who was born and ordained to the priest-

hood in that city says,—(A. D, 370) that baptism

was then performed by trine immersion. He was

ordained by one who claimed a line of succession

from the days of the Apostles. See Feagilly, a

Baptist writer on baptism, page 150 It Is safe to

say, that there was not an instance of single immer-
sion in the city of Jerusalem until at least one
thousand years after the ascension of Christ,

When did single immersion come into general use?

- It was first introduced by Eunomius not far

from A. D. 360, adopted by the Roman Catholic

Church A. D. 630, but did not become very general

until after A. D. 1517.

Did the Baptist church ever use trine immersion?

History makes it very cle;

Baptist churches, probibly <

ception, did at one time pr;

mersion. Robinson, a learned Baptist writer, in his

large " History of Baptism," p, r^3, says: " It is not

true that dipping was exchanged for sprinkling, by
choice, before the Reformation, for, till after that

period, the ordinary baptism was trine immersion."

What was John Wesley's mind in regatd to trine immersion?

John Wesley was of the opinion that trine immer-

sion was the apostolic method, and it was in this

way that he preferred to baptize. See Moore's

Life of Wesley, Vol. 1, page 425. This is avery old

book, published in England and not many copies

are to be found in this country. We know of three

copies in this town. In the early part of his life

Mr. Wesley belonged to the Church of England,

and that church then practiced (rine immersion,

and still holds to the threefold action when sprink-

ling and pouring.

Was Marlin Luther opposed to trine immersion?

N at at all, for on one occasion he gave directions

how to baptize a woman by trine immersion. His

own words are thus given in " Luther's Works," p.

2^37, as translated by C. L. Loos, a Disciple minis-

ter of fine ability: " As to the public act of baptism,

let her be dressed in a garment, usually worn by fe-

males in baths, and be placed in a bathing tub, up

to the neck in water; then let the baptist dip her

head three times in the water, with the usual words:

' I baptize you in the name of the Father,' etc,"

What can be said of the Greek Church and trine immer-

sion?

By the term "Greek Church," is meant all the

congregations that formerly used the Greek lan-

guage. A number of these existed in the days

of the apostles. In fact, all of the Seven Church-

es of Asia, as well as those in Greece, were in

their time Greek churches, From these and oth-

ers, sprang the Greek Church proper. This Church

now does, and always has, practiced the threefold

immersion. The Armenians, who claim to trace

the origin of the Armenian church to the apostle

Thaddeus, also continue the practice of trine im-

mersion. There is no history extant stating that

any of the Greek or Armenian congregations ever

practiced any other form of immersion.

What was the early practice of the Roman Catholic Church?

The invariable practice of that church, until

A. D. C33, was trine immersion. See"Hinton on

Baptism," page 158.

Much is said about the ancient Watdenses. What about

their manner of bapt'ziDg?

Some of the very ancient Waldenses lived in the

Valley of Piedmont. The early Christians in

this Valley maintain that the Gospel was first

preached to their ancestors, by Paul, on his way

to Spain (Rom. 15: 24), and that churches were

then founded, which, in coufse of time, formed
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the founc'a'ion of the Waldensian church, proper.

Robinson, the learned Baptist historian, in his

"Ecclesiastical Researches," old London edition,

page 4-4 says that they practiced trine immer-

sion, while Judson, the noted missionary, in his

work on Laptism, page 113, says it was performed

by the forward action.

What may be said of all the leading denominations, re-

garding baptism?

We can truthfully say that there is not now in

existence, one Christian denomination, holding

any just claims to age, that did not, at one time,

practice the threefold immersion.

How about the number who pracl ;ce the d.detent modos?

In this country there is far more single immer

sion than trine immersion. But not so on tli

Eastern Continent. And, taking it the world ovct

the instances of trine immersion probably cut

number those of single immersion, more than fiv

J "

THE NEW CREED.

Some of our more liberal-minded religious jour-

nals have been discussing the advisability of

getting up a new creed which is to be sufficient-

ly broad, and so Ihoroughly Christian, that all

churches can unite on it. The Ram's Him has

gone so far as to offer a prize of one hundred

dollars, in gold, for a plan or creed on which all

denominations can unite.

This would certainly be a very good thing, and

a step in advance of anything that has ever yet

been produced by human wisdom. Just what kind

of a creed this would be, we do not have much

idea, and where it would start and end, we know
not, and yet we wish we could have so desirable

a thing. It would be a great help to the Chris-

tian world, and millions could be ssved in church

and missionary work. Not only this, but the

chafing and bickerings between Christian church

es and families would be no more, and Zion

would have peace in all her borders. So desir-

able a creed would be worth a greater prize than

one hundred dollars in gold,

But it may well be asked, " Can any creed be

shaped and worded in a way that will bring to-

gether the multi- discordant elements that are

extant in the world? Is it within the reach of

human possibilities, to make a creed that will be

more effective than the one we have in the ' Christ-

creed? ' " Outside 1 ules and regulations, conceived

in the wisdom of men, cannot unify the world-

mind. And until that can be done, no creed can

be formed to bring together the divergent, and

make alike the unlike. This has been tried time

and again with alike results. The creed must come
of the alike life, and this is from the inwsrd, out-

ward.

The best creed that has ever been given to the

world was the "Christ-creed," — "Ye must be

born again " It is a new and better life that is

needed to bring the Christian world to the right

standard. Sin has "discorded" the world, and
to have it " accorded " again, we must have a creed

that will not only destroy the old life nf sin, but,

in its place, give a new life of righteousness.

For this purpose Christ came into the world,—to

destroy the sin-life and restore the God-life.

We all believe that in him is eternal life, but

the means by which this eternal life comes to us,

is differently understood. And because of this

we have our different declarations of faith and
practice. It is not the intention that this new
creed shall change these, or rob us of our person-

al and church interpretations, but to make it wide
enough that we can all stand on it without quar-

reling, and in peace.

In the language of one of the creed-makers, it

must be thus: "This creed must be so plainly,

broadly, comprehensively and precisely the sym-

bol of a perfect Christian faith, that it will take

away every pretense to Christian discipleship

from any one who refuses it, and that the facts

of separation from the united church on the part

of individuals, or any body of men, will, in itself,

be as the brand of Cain." What a strange creed

this would bel And if so much wisdom could

be found in the human, to so formulate it. where
would be the much-talked about Christian char-

ity if such a creed were to be adopted and hedged
about wilh conditions that would give all, who
could not conscientiously step on it, the brand

of Cain? The creed would have to be exceeding-

ly good, or its conservation exceedingly narrow.

When we think of all the shades of Christian

belief extant in the world, from the most Christ-

like, down to scarcely any belief at all, the ques-

tion arises, how wide a platform this new creed

would have to have, or where the lines could be
drawn. If we are to have all the different sects,

as we now have them, and the scores that we
may yet have, would it not be just as well to let

them remain on their own bottom, and not try

to make an agreement where there is none and
cannot be, until such changes are made as will

fit them for a new and better relation? If men
and women are born again, — of the water and
the Spirit,— the new thing born will be so like

the thing of which it is born, that there will be
no need of any r.ew creed to unify them, and so

the Gospel platform will be all that will be need
ed.

There are things in the world that will not mix.
Neither will changing Iheir position or mixing
them up together, change their value. Gold is

gold no matter where placed, so of the baser

metals, and so of ashes. So it may be said of

the sects. They have their respective values as

they come up towards the true standard, — the
Christ creed. To stop and settle them on any
other creed before they get there, would be mis-

leading and wrong.

After we have been born into the kingdom of

Christ, there is no better way of preparing the

children of God for the best of all creeds, the

Christ creed, than Eph. 4: 13. "Till we all come
in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of

the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the

of the stature of the fullness of Christ,"

we can get thus far along in the Divine life,

will need no creed outside of the New Testa-

nt Scriptures. The new birth and the Divine

growth will make us all one in Christ Jesus, and
hildren of the same family, we can live to-

gether in peace. H . b. b.

Parents, as we 1 as children, often feel at a loss

for something to talk about when thrown in com-
pany with others. They do not know what to say,

and more often do not know how to say what they
do know. The fault with such is, they do not prac-

tice enough at home. The art of conversation is

not cultivated in the family. Parents do not prop-
ly train themselves, and of course do not think of

training their children. In order to Ulk well, peo-
ple must have something more than mere gossip to
talk about. They must see, read and think, Let

ch pleasant conversation in the home
concerning that which has been seen, read and

Let each member of the family be con-
stantly on the lookout for something that will be
pleasant and profitable to converse about. There
is probably no better place for this training than at

the table, or at the family gathering when the work
of the day has been completed, Any one, thus
well trained, will never be at a loss for something
of interest to talk about. Then, for a good stock of
knowledge, for conversational purposes, they must
do much careful reading and thinking, and read
only that which will serve a good purpose,

-—** HOME 4 AND * FAMILY »

OVHR AND OVER AUA1N.

Over and over again

No matter which way I turn,

I always find in the Book of Life,

Some lesson I have to learn:

I must take my turn at the mill,

We

1st grind c

Of e 1 Hi

olde:

villi a

Nor check the How of the golden sands
That run through a single hour;

But the morning dew must fall.

And the sun and the summer rain

Must do Iheir part and perfc-im it all

Over and over again.

Over and over again,

The brook through the meadow flows,

And over and over again

The ponderous mill wheel goes;

Once going will not sufli e,

Thoueh doing be not in vain,

And a blessing failing us once or twice

May come if we try aga :

n.

The path that has once been trod

Is Dever so rough to the feet,

And the lesson we once have learned
Is never so hard to repeat;

Though sorrowful tears may fall,

And the heart to its depths be riven,

With storm and tempest, we need them all,

To render us meet for heaven.

—Jvsephim Pollard.

SANCTIFICATION.

BY C. H. BALSBAUGH,

Op all that the Bible teaches, nothing is more
profoundly doctrinal, and intensely practical, than
holiness: All that God has done and spoken, is

summed up in this,—" Be ye holy; for I am holy"
1 Pet. 1: 16. "As he is, so are we in this world."
1 John 4: 17. " Both he that sanctifieth, and they
who are sanctified, are all of one: for which cause he
is not ashamed to call them brethren." Hsb. 2.- I!.

This is the very essence of Deity, and all his

family. "Christ is the firstborn among many
brethren." Rom. 8: 29. As the firstborn, so the
afterborn — " holy, harmless, undefiled, separate
from sinners." Heb. ;:26. "If we say that we
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth

is not in us." 1 John ii 8. For such no atone-
ment is needed. "We know that whosoever is

born of God sinnethnot; but he that is begotten
of God keepelh himself, and that wicked one
toucheth him not." I John 5: 18.

N a one is without sin: hence the universal need
of a Savior. No one that sinneth knowe'h God as

"manifest in the flesh;" for God incarnate in the
renewed soul must be the reproduction of the life

of Jesus Christ. "The law of the Spi.it of life in

Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of

sin and death." Rom. 8: 2. Henceforth we
"walk in newness of life," " even as Jesus walked."
Rom 6: 4; I John 2: 6.

We arc sanctified by the indwelling of Christ

through faith. Eph. 3: 17. We must "prove
what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect

will of God." Rom. 12: 2. "This is the will of

God, EVEN YOUR SANCTIFICATION." I Thess. 4: 3.

The Divine ability is not only the basis of our
faith, but the quality and completeness of our
life.

See what God is cb'.e to do Eph 3: 20; Jude 24;

2 Cor. g- 8. Now see what he will do. I Thess.

5: 23, 24; Philpp. 4: 19. It is no empty form of

words he teaches us to pray: "Thy will be done
on earth, as it is in heaven." " Blessed are the
pure in heart: for they shall see God." " Even as

he is pure." Matt. 5: 8; 1 John 3: 3.

To do the will of God on this sin-blighted

earth, with discord and debasement and allure-

ent all around, is a greater achievement than
to do it in heaven where the environment is al-

together favorable to holiness. There is not a
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more emphatic utterance in the New Testament,
than the opening words in the last verse of Rev.

21, This means not only Rom, 12: I, but no less

2 Cor. 10: 5. Some time between now and the

judgment, Eph, 5; 27, must be consummated.
Envy, jealousy, hatred, anger, malice, grudging,

evil speaking, backbiting, unholy desires and
tempers, the love of money, the love of honor

—

all and each of these unfit the soul for the fel-

lowship of God. The whole economy of redemp-

tion and the entire discipline of Providence is

''that we might be made partakers of his holiness."

John 17: 19; Heb. 12: 10. "Our life is hid with

Christ in God." Col. 3: 3; John 14: 20.

All the external ordinances of the- Gospel are

symbolical of this great, fundamental truth. To
be "baptized in the likeness of Christs's death"

is not to be laid on the back, as some fancy, but

to be as completely done with sin as he was. To
be "in the likeness of his resurrection" mears
nothing less than the life of God, absolutely tri-

umphant over sin in our mortal body. This was

the boast and glory of Paul. Gal. 2: 20; 2 Cor.

4: 11.

What baptism typifies we must personally real-

ize. So with feet-washing. It is all a sham, a

mockery of Jesus, if we walk not worthy of the

Lord unto all pleasing, "being fruitful in every

good work," Col. 1: 10. Feet-washing means a

holy life, God walking in us, "fulfilling all the

good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of

faith wilh power." 2 Thess. 1: 11. The Euchar-

ist is pre-eminently a symbol of holiness. Eat-

ing Christ, drinking his blood, living on Christ,

assimilating Christ, what can it mean but trans-

formation into his image from glory to glory, by

the Holy Spirit? 2 Cor, 31 18.

Every commandment, every precept, every or-

dinance, every promise, combine in one revela-

tion, one purpose—" be ye holy; for i am holy."

What is God's supreme purpose, must be ours.

Any othtr end of living will issue in eternal dis-

aster. What God is, we must aim to be. "Abba,

Father," means unity of nature, and the blessed-

ness of unbroken fellowship. The Christian life

is a genuine Christ-life: not a mere self-end

or at imitation, but "Christ in us the hope of

glory." Col. 1:27. As there can be no Christ

without " God manifest in the flesh," so there

be no Christian without an actual indwelling

Christ through the Holy "Spirit. Salvation is not

faith contemplating, admiring, and copying a

perfect model; but apprehending, appropriating,

enjoying, reproducing the Divine object contem-

plated. Redemption is not evolution, but re-

generation. God must come down, not only to

man, but must be man, before man can ascend to

the goal provided in the Incarnation. The im-

minence of Deity alone secures our sanctifica-

tion, without which the personal life of Jesus

would have been a stupendous waste and an idle

display.

Let no one imagine that doing certain things is

the criterion of Christianity. First comes bsing,

then its normal expression. How beautiful to

wash feet when the hands that v/ash and wipe,

and the feet that 2re washed are Christ'sl Other-

wise it is an empty, worthless ceremony. Our

heaven-inscribed mitre must extend its signifi-

cance to our hands and feet. Ex. 38: 36, 37, 38.

The hindrances to holiness are many. In the

family, in society, in business, in all the relations

of life, we need a gracious, omnipotent Advocate

on the throne, and a merciful, all-wise, Christ-un-

folding Paraclete within. All that God owns he

has given to his Son. John 3: 35; Heb. 1: 2. All

the fulness of the Godhead in Christ is given to

the Spirit, to dispense to the saints according to

their needs. Col. 2: 9, 10: John 16: 13, 14, IS-

So rich is the believer in Christ, that he is a "joint-

heir" in all the grace and ioy and peace and glory

of the Godmao. Rom. 8: 17; John 15: 11; 14: I7i

1: 16. This is sanctificalion, the utter absorption

of life in God which allows no interest, no aim,

no enjoyment, no rest, apart from trim.

The possibility of all this lies in our identifiea-

wiih Jrsus Christ, by the Holy Ghost, turough

faith. The faith which the Gospel demands is

comprehensive enough to accept Chpist in all t'u

fullness rf his pretcntation by the Father. And this

ns Godlikeness of character and conduct.

The first two words in the model prayer explain

11 "Our Father" is inclusive of the full

eternal significance of the paternal and filial re-

lations. The Holy Father cannot beget an unholy

hild. "Everything after its kind" is the uni-

versal law of g-neration, in heaven and on earth.

Gen. I: II, 12, 21, 24, 25, 26, 27; John 3:6. To
w G.id, by unity of nature and fellowship of

life, is salvation. I John 1:3. To be like him, and

him as he is,—this is heaven. I John 3: 2.

INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL EVIDENCES.

The child cf God has both internal and exter-

nal evidence of his spiritual life. B ith evidences

center in the Word of God. He " obeys from the

heart the form of doctrine." Rom. 6: 17 It is

possible for us to have the external v/'thout the

.nternal. A tree may ba dead. We are told of some

"having a form of godliness, but denying the pow-

er thereof." 2 Tim. 3: 5. We read of wolves in

sheep's clothing. It is impossible to have the in-

ternal without the external. A live tree responds to

the laws of God in the seasons. "A good man,

out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth

forth good things." Matt. 12: 35.

Nowhere do we read of sheep divested of their

clothing, or of sheep in the clothing of wolves.

There is always a definite harmony between the

inner life of the Christian, and the outward form

of his life. There is as much difference between

the spiritually- minded man and the mere formal-

ist, as exists between the live human being and

the marble statue. Each has form, but only

the first has both life and form. We must no'

conclude that, because the statue has no life

within its form, the live human being needs

no form through which to operate and make its

life manifest, neither must we conclude that we

need no religious forms or rites, as evidence of

internal spiritual life, because the hypocrite has

lifeless form. The hypocrite has saintly form,

without spiritual life. The child of God has the

mind, spirit, and life of Christ within his saintly

form. The difference is essentially in spirit, and

not in letter or form.

The child of God is a spiritual being. He goes

contrary to the flesh. He does not " walk after

the flesh, but after the Spirit." Rom. 8: I. H<

is free from sin, and alive unto righteousness,

" For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus

hath made me (him) bee from the law of sin and

death." Rom. 8: 2. He has been crucified with

Christ. Gal. 2: 20. In this death he is freed, 01

justified from sin. Rom. 6: 7. The old man be-

ing put to death, was buried, and a new man arose,

from the grave of baptism, to walk in newness

of life. Rom. 6: 4. This man is spiritual, with a

grave between him and carnality,

The child of God is not only a spiritual being

but be is essentially new. Before conversion he

was carnal. "To be carnally minded is death."

After conversion, he is spiritual. " Tp be spiritual-

ly minded is life and peace." Rom. 8: 6. This is

wonderful transformation, and brings him iri

Christ. " Therefore, if any man be in Christ, he

a new creature: old things have passed away; be-

hold, all things are become new." 2 Cor. 5: 17.

This radical change is produced by the Word
" Of his own will begat he us with the Word of

Truth." Jas. 1: 18. The Word comes in contact

with that part of the mind called the intellect

The intellect accepts the Word as truth, it is be-

lieved, and faith is the result. " Faith comes by

hearing, and hearing by the Word of God." Rom
10: 17.

Faith, once in the heart, repentance and baptisn

' soon follow, and the internal evidence is fixed, via.

new mind and a new spirit. " We have the m
f Christ," 1 Cor. 2: iG. "As many as are led by

the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God," R rn

.

:: 14. Having these within, the outer evidence is "
'

ure to follow, for the Spirit leads into all truth.

Ve are filled with love. The intellect being filled

/ith the Word of God, the sensibilities are quick -

ned, and a feeling of joy and peace, and ease of

onscience is the result. A love for God. and all

that is goo I, burns in the heart. We experience a

dislike for sin. The will yields to the will of tic
Lord. "The Spirit itself bears witness with out
spirit, that we are the children of God." Rom, 8:

A.

We no longer find ourselves at variance with the

Word of God. Being filed with the new life of

love, we obey. " He that hath my commandments, -

and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me." John
14: 21. " If a man love me, he will keep my
words." John 14: 23, "Tins is the love of Got',

that we keep his commandments: and his com-
mandments are not grievous." I John 5: 3,

The external evidence is the outer i irm, p o-

duced by obedience to the commandments. It is

the complement of the internal, and shows that

faith in Christ is within. " Shew me thy faith with-

out thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my
works." Jas. 2: 18. "And hereby we do know
that we know him, if we keep his commandments.
But whoso keepeth his word, in him veriiy is the

love of God perfected: hereby we know that we are

in him. He that saith he abidcth in him, ounht
himself also so to walk even as he walked. He
that saith, I know him. and keepeth not his com-
mandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him,"

I John 2: 3, 5,6, 4.

The great evidence of spiritual life is spiritual

conduct. Spiritual conduct is obeying the Word of

God. The spiritually-minded man is the counter-

part of the Word of God both internally and exter-

nally. If G-)d speaks, he obeys. It may be bap-

tism, feet-washing, salutation of the kiss, anointing,

plainness of dress, it matters not what,—he obeys.

He is led by the same Spirit that indited the Word.
To disrtbey is sin. " He cannot sin, because he is

born of God." I John 3: 9. "Whosoever trans-

gresseth, and abidcth not in the doctrine of Christ,

hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of

Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son." 2

John 9
It is the external evidence that makes Clris-

tianity tangible to the world. Take away this

and it would be a Myth, shrouded in darkness.

Light within must be visible without. Men c'o not

li"ht candles to be put under bushels. Cities, on

hills, cannot be hid. "Let your light so shine

before' men, that they may see your good works."

Matt. 5: 16. The working leaven transforms the

meal. Darkness is dispelled only by the light

that shines. An outside without an inside is

•nockery; an inside without an outside is an im-

oossibilily. A heart filled with the Spirit, and a

i fe filled with good works,—these are the sum of

evidence.

Lanark, III.

ARE WE LOSING FAITH?

At the Catholic Scientific Congress held at Brus-

sels a year or more ago, Father Zahm, of Notre

Dame, Ind , delivered a discourse in which aie the

following sentence: " The age of heresies and here-

siarchs is past; Protestantism is now lut another

name for scepticism and rationalism. The conflict

in which the Church is now engaged is no longer

one which is conducted 3gainst her by the follow-

ers of Luther, Calvin, Wesley and Knox, but rather

one which is declared against her in the name cf

science. The issue is no longer between Catholicity

and Protestantism, but between Catholicity and

Agnosticism,"

These are rather sweeping statements, and by the

1'
great majority of those for whom they were intend-

ed will be accepted as true. But there are other
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J icople, and we believe that among them are 10 be

*
ound roa-.y of the best men in the world, who do

lot believe the statements are true. They know
'

hat Protestantism is not dead, and that Protestant-

sm and Agnosticism are not synonymous terms.

The activity of the churches in carrying on mission

'
vorlt. both at home and abroad, is proof positive

hat the statements made above are false. Men

md women will not go on spending money in order

o convert others to a doctrine which they them-

ielves believe is false. It is not human nature to

Teople are not going to church year after year to

oe exhorted to live faithful to principles which

, ihey believe have nothing in them. They are not
'

going to pray to God unless they are pretty thor-

oughly convinced that there is such a Being and

that he has power to do the things which they ask

him to do. They are not likely to teach their chil-

dren to obey his laws unless they think there is

something in them. There are many other things

done by Protestants which would not be done if

'

they did not believe in God as they profess to.

The Protestants are not to be counted out in that

way. As lonr» as there is a Catholic church there

will in all probability, be a Protestant church.

There is a principle at stake. When a principle is

really believed in, it is hard to get rid of it. For a

good many centuries of its existence the Catholic

church iried to get rid of some of the principles in

which the people believed by killing the people be-

lieving in them. But not even that was successful.

When a thoroughly religious man believes God

wants him to do a certain thing, he is going to do

that 1 hing, no matter what the consequences may be

10 himself. Neither men nor the spirits of dark-

ness can stop him. Luther believed he was doing

God's will, and that is what made him say he

wou'd go to Worms even if there were as many

devils in the city as there were tiles upon the houses

Yet there must have besn something which led

the priest to speak as he did. What was it? When

any charge is made against us it is well for us to

look to ourselves, for in neatly all cases there is

some reason for what people say. The reason may

not be and very often is not, a good one; but it ap-

pears to those who give it, to be good, and they

make it appear so to others. It helps little or not

at all to say that we have just as much reason for

believing the charge true against the ones who

make it against us.

In the present instance is there not sone reason

for the charge being made again-.t Protestants?

Many who profess to believe in Christ and his

Word are in reality skeptics and agnostics. The

so called religious movements of to-day are all the

proof we need of this. Very often the Word of

God is lost sight of entirely and the vain imagin-

ings of weak and foolish men are set up as some-

thing to be believed in and obeyed. Something

new in religion is constantly coming up. The num-

ber of sects, calling themselves religious increases

continually. There is almost no limit to the extent

to which division has gone, and the number seems

to be increasing more rapidly now than at any pre-

lr own belief, and whether this belief is in har-

y with what Christ has told us. Belief here

does not mean the mere passive acceptance of what

we have presented to us in the Gospel; it means

the feeling which leads us to live in accordance

with the faith we profess.

It is easy to see the mistakes of others, and most

people are able to tell their neighbors just what

they ought to do in order to get rid of their faults.

But it is not so easy to see our own mistakes, for

we do not look for them. And when told of them

jc are more likely to spend our time trying to find

some mistake in the one who has told us of ours

than in trying to correct the faults in ourselves.

Our main business should be to get rid of our own

faults. Not until we have done this shall we be in a

condition to help others get rid of theirs. We are

to examine ourselves, not others.

What is true of the individual is just as true of

the religious body as a whole. It is of the greatest

importance that a church have all the words of the

Master, and also those of his apostles, as its rule of

conduct. And it is just as important that it have

nothing more than these. What ether denomina-

tions profess to believe is of little importance to

us. It is our business to see to it that we as a

church have as a rule of our faith and practice ex-

actly what Jesus wants us to have. It we have this

and live up to it we are sure to be accepted of God.

If all Protestant churches had this and lived up to

it, Catholics and unbelievers would have much less

reason to accuse us all of a lack of faith.

The Brethren Church has a history to be proud

of. Her history on all moral questions is une-

qualled by that of any other body. She has been a

light to the world, as Christ intended his church to

be. We are not losing faith in her principles.

Sometimes we seem to lose sight of them, to forget

them; but in our heart of hearts we know that we

love them, that there is nothing else in this world

quite so dear to us. God grant that we may live

more faithful to these principles in the future than

we have in the past. God forbid that the words of

the Catholic priest, quoted above, should evei

true of us individually or collectively.

Ml. Morris, 111.

me up to the standard of what to them is the

deal " man, and if he leaves them no religion, or

respect for it, there is no heritage of the good and

abiding for such children.

Such men generally have much to say about the

ortuptness of society and the waywardness of their

ons, forgetting that society, like our fields, needs

ultivation and care. We need not expect fine

rops unless we bestow much labor, neither need

vc look for good society unless we labor for it by

precept and example. The fountain from which

Iraw our instruction must be the eternal Word
of Truth. Anything short of that is to build upon

a foundation of sand.

The idea of allowing children to grow up uncared

for in that respect, is the fruitful source from

whence come our criminals and law-breakers.

Our jails and penitentiaries are the barometers of

society, and, judging by their overfulness we are

led to conclude that many fathers and mothers are

neglectful of their duty.

Children that are never urged to their duty, rarely

ever manifest that force of character and strength

of purpose in after-life to stand for the right be-

cause it is right. They should be taught to attend

Sunday school and church while very young, until

they look upon it as a duty and from force of habit

respect the good.

Salem, Ore.

OUR PRAYER MEETING.

LOOK WITHIN.- Ps. 4: 4.

For Thursday Evening, Dec. o, 1807.

I. WlH OBJS

1. To discover 1

2. To see how v

3. To ascertain

PRECEPT AND EXAMPLE.

BY J.

thatBut there is good reason to bcli

of these divisions are caused by a desire to get

nearer to the doctrine laid down by Christ. In-

stead of being proof of an increase of spirituality

they are an indication of a decrease cf it. Men
have grown to be more self-willed, more determined

to have their own way in all things; ihey want to

submit to no authority, not even to that of God
himself.

Seeing these things, an unbeliever i* inclined to

jump to the conclusion that there are none who

realty believe in Christianity. The ones who sep-

arate from a religious body make more noise than

those who remain with it, and so are quite natural-

ly thought, for a time, to be the main part of the

organization. And yet, when we come to look

squarely at ourselves, can we say that we really be-

lieve what we profess to believe? What others be-

lieve is of little consequence to us, so far as our

salvation is concerned. The vital question for us

An old brother was at one time called on to

preach the funeral of a man who had, all his life,

lived in opposition to the church and her work.

The wife and mother, not altogether sharing with

im his opinions, conformed to the general custom

11 such occasions, and had a funeral sermon

reached, but the son, a man about thirty years of

ge, went to the hotel of the little town and spent

his lime in the bar-room, during services. When
asked why he was not at the church, he said he did

not care to go, as it made him feel bad to hear any-

thing said about the " old man."

The Scripture which fays, "Be not deceived;

Gcd is not mocked; for whatsoever a man soweth

that shall he also reap," held gocd in that case, for

while the father was sowing ridicule and contempt

for the church during his life, the son exemplified

it by refusing to attend his funeral service.

There are thousands of fathers who are sowing

the same that this man did, if not in open and

avowed opposition, their influence counts in that

direction, since they never go to church except to

the funeral of a near neighbor, and their sons, like

the man who spent his time in the bar-room,

ashamed to go, and consider it of verv little im

tance since father never went. Boys like to try

on father's coat, hat or boots, to see how near they

sinfulness. Jer. i7 : 9.

stand with our God. Prov. 4: 23.

our principles are right. Matt. 5: 8

pleasures are found in the seivio

the Lord. Ps. 1: 2.

II. HOWSEOOLDT.IrSSELF-BX.UnNATIOSBEpHBFORM

I. With a realization of God's aii-seetng power. Ps.

III. Advantages of a Thorough Exam

1. It helps us in the performance of Cbrstian duty. Ps.

5H7.8.
1, It is a means of grace to onrselves and others. Ps. 51:

3- It i r of strength in the time of temptation. Ps,
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Notes from Our Correspondents.

Carrington, N. Dak.—Our council occurree
lait Saturday, We bad a pleasant meetng
The business that came before the meeting
was disposed of to the satisfaction of all pres
ent. One was reclaimed.—D. H Niccum
Nev. 16.

Fnirvlew, Ind.-Bro. Jacob Witmore be
gan a series rf meetings at this place Thurs
day night, Nov. 18, and will continue till somt
time in the future. He holds forth the Word

' of Truth with pawer.—Isaiah Guittn, Heath,
Tippecanoe Co., Ind., Nov,

;

'Pierce, Nebr.—Bro.
J. L. Snavely, of Alvo,

Nebr., came to us Nov. 13, and delivered
all, five sermons, and held one cruncil-m-
ing. Oue precious soul was born into

ikirgdom of Christ and one that had wandered
-away was brought back into the fold.—W, 7.

Neat, Nov. so.

Rock Creek, Hl.-Bro. Samuel Newcomer,
of Lanark, Iil„ began a seiies of meetings in

the South Clyde schoolhouse, Nov. 13, and
closed Nov. 23, preaching, in all. twelve able

THE GOSIPEL kBSSEHGEB.

Then

Null, Nov. 24

ed fell in good ground.-

, but 1

Peach Grove, Va.—A series of meetings
was held at Peach Grove for ten days, by Bro
Jos. M. Cline, of Fort Defiance, Va. The
weather being unfavorable the meetings were
small, but very instructive, and enpyed by
those present —Charles M. Brown, Winches-
ter, Frederick Co., Va , Nov. 24,

Eel River, Ind.-Our love feast was held
last Satarday, Nov. 13. A large crowd was
present. Eld. Jacob Snell officiattd. Man)
speakers were present from other congrega'
lions, among them brethren David Neff, N. VV,

Crumrine, D. Krider, and others. The meet-
ing passed off pleasantly.—C. C. Arnold, No-.'

fS.

Lower Cumberland, Pa. -Our very inter-

esting series of meetings, at the Pleasant View
house, closed last evening. Bro. 0. V. Long,
of Abbottstown, Pa„ was with .us over two
weeks, holding forth tbe Word of Life to a
large and much-interested audience. Five
precious souls were buried with Cbrist in bip-

. tism.—Harry Beelman, Dillsburg, Pa , Nov. 32,

Lealman, Fla.—Bro. S. M. Eby, of Winter-

] haven, Fla., accompanied by P. S. Gaiman,
came here to see this part of the State. While
here, Bro. Eby preached for us on Saturday
evening and Sunday, Nov. 13 and 14, The
meetings were well attended and much en-

pyed by all. The Brethren who have been
here have all left a good impression.—Susan.
M. Mohr, Nov. 17.

Manor Church, Md.—Nov. 7 D. H. Walker
commenced a series of meetings in this church

. and continued them including the evening cf

the so'.h. He preached unto us seventeen edi-

fying sermons. Eight young souls came out

on the Lord's side. One more applicant has

been received since, and still more are feeling

the need of a better life.—Samuel
H

', Neikirk,

. Sharpsburg, Md , Nov, £4.

Johnstown, Pa.—I wish to make a correc-
' tion in the report that 1 sent in Nov. 14, stating

that Bro. Jasper Barnthouse was expected to

I hold a series of meetings at Roxbury in the

Johnstown congregation, commencing about

Jan. 1 of next year. The matter has beet

: further considered. The time of holding tb<

meetings, or by whom they are to be held, ha:

:not been definitely decided upon. — A. J

'Mountalndate, Md.—Nov. 10 Bro. John S

"Weybright began meetings at Mountaindali

^mission point, nine miles north of Frederick,

-and continued until Nov. 13, when a love feast

•was held. Three precious souls were added to

tthe earnest little flock by baptism. There are

now about twenty members at this point.

About thirty-five members communed. It was

one of those quiet little feasts where all can

get the full enjoyment of the occasion. Minis-

ters present were brethren S. H. Utz, E, A,

Bruner, John R. Flohr, J. C, Main and J. S.

Weybright, Bro, Utz efficiated, and will con-

tinue the meetings during tbe week. The out-

look is quite encouraging.—Jesse P. Wey-

bright, Double Pipe Creek, Md„ Nov. 16,

of meetings

cams wiin tour accessions. Other precious
souls are stirred and seem near tbe kingdom
Bro. W. A. Gaunt, cf Elkt-ck, Pa., labored ear
neatly and faithfully while among us.— //'. E
Roop, Nov. 17.

Pcabody, Kan3.— Oct. 26 we met in council
preparatory to love feast, Oct. 30. About sixty
members surrounded the L<
VV. B.Sell cflkiated, to the .

present. Visiting ministers p
Trostle, J. B. Shirk, T. B. Young and M. Kel
ler. Bro. W. B. Sell continued the meeting;
until Nov. 13, and preached tbe Word with
earnestness— Katie Vost, Nov 17.

^
Juniata, Nebr.-Bro. H. W. Strickle:

enced meetings here 01

of all

ening of Nov.

til Thanksgiving, acd preach fcr

at time. The attendance is very
|

good interest. We have a cburc
,
and arc glad when any of the ri

brethren stop with us, to hold some
5.—Sarah B, Lemon, Nov. 22.

/itb 1

ung

Hill.,.

Ottawa, Kans.— Bro, A. C, Wieand came to

us Oct. it, and began a series of meetings on
the evening of the same day. He labored very
earnestly for the conversion of sinners, and
more consecration on the part of the members.
Eight precious souls were received by bap-
tism, and two, who had wandered away from
Christ, were restored to the fold. The meet-
ings closed Nov. 14,—May Eshleman, Nov. 17.

Montgomery, Pa— Bro. H. A. Stahl began
preaching here on the night of Oct. 30, and
neached, in all, twenty-five sermons. Eleven
jrectous souls were added to the fold by bap
tism, aud one was baptized the Sunday before

by our home minister, making, in all, twelve
dear souls that came out on the Lord's s

: dc
The meeting closed Nov. iq with a love feast

—J. C, Brilhart, Ord, Indiana Co., Pa., Nov,

Gettysburg, Ohio,—The members nf the
Oakland cburcbm^l in council to diy. Every-
thing passed c ff very pleasantly. Wc expect
Bro. D. F. Filbrun to commence a series of

meetings about Jan. 7. At our last quarterly
meeting, Aug. iS, brethren A. Brumbaugh and

J. H. Cbiistian were ordained to the eldership,

ur Sunday school remembered the Orphan-
;e at Smyrna by contributing $20 in its be-

dt.—Anna Kathennan, Nov. ly.

South Beatrice, Nebr We held our love
feast Oct. 29. Nearly two hundred members

nuned. We had a very good and quiet

ing. The ministering brethren from a
ncc were brethren Myers, Gauby and Ira

ely. Our elder, Owen PeterF, officiated,

On Saturday we had preaching and on Sunday
had children's meeting. Bro. Snavely

iched two weeks after the feast. Ten were
baptized,—all young in years.—Lydla Dell,

EVevado, Mo.-Our series of raeetirgs closed
Nov. 7. A good iuterest was manifested and
the Word was ably presented by Bro. Harvey.
There were no addiiions hy baptism but seme
are near the kingdom. We met Nov, 6 in
Quarterly council. Two letters were granted.
We have our social prayer meeting every
t burs-fay evening and young people's meet-
ings every Sunday ev.ning, which are well
tended. In my former article I meant to
that five were received by letter instead of
three—D. D. it hie, Nov, 3 :

North Manchester. Ind —On account o
sickness we were mil able to attend 1' c lov<
feast Nov. 6. We are told ibat it was a good
meeting. Many able brethren from other ilis

Irict. were present. Eld. Wm. R. Harshbarg
er, from Ladoga, Ind, nficinted. The large
house 5ox8o feet was filled, nnd not all could

:
room at the ubks. Very grod crd
led. An election was held f, r .1 <

Tbe tot fell on flro. EsU Miller. R™
Cobb,

Pi'O-l
Antletam, Pa —At our rcgula!

ment, Nov. 7, one was baptized; Nr
mere, and one, that had wandered away fi

the fold, returned— G~. M. Newcomer S
Zold.Md, Nov, si.

Lacey, Okln. T. — Ero. Noah Brubakei
and preached every nighj

' mng minister

second degree of the

is advanced
Istry,- D, c

Cripe, Nc

Montlceilo, irtd.-Brc.A. S Culp, of Kcn-
cky, wmm;i,r..'d meetings for us N-iv. S, and
miaued until the 16th. The weather most
the time Icing rather rainy hindered the at-
ndance somewhat, Bio. Culp having been
!r elder (or many years, the members of the

Mouticello chuich were all glad once more to
his face and hear his voice. During his
we held our love feast (Nov. 13) which
well attended. Bro. Culp expects to bold
e meetirgs for the Wincmac and Lower

Deer Creek brethren bef.ire returning hoiiC—
A. R. Bridge, Nov. 20,
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ninistry we must not forget

a work to do, iu holding up
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1 get
s.—Maggit B Jiogt

Okla. T. — Bro. Jcseph Click
ting in the eastern part of our
1. A grod interest was manifest-
in the addition of three by bap-
s are "near the kingdom." Bro.
amctoihe central part and gave

ted in the restora-

e astray, and the

\'o

Black River, Ohio.—One was baptized at

is place Oct. 31. We began a series of

eetings Nov, 7 and continued until Nov. 14.

Then, on account of muci rain and bad roads,

we closed. Bro. A. B. Horit and wife, of Dal-

too, Ohio, were with us at a few of our meet-

ings. Their help in the song service was ap-

preciated. Wc h*ve decided to again meet
each Thursday evening for prayer meeting.

These meetings had closed last May.

—

Mary
Hoover, Chat/tarn, Ohio, Nov. 16.

Noitli Beatrice, Nebr—The members of

this church held their love least Nov. 13. Bro.

U. W, Netzley was installed in the deacon's of-

fice. We t soft

ings we attended for a long time. Over one

hundred members communed, Bro, Stephen

Yoder officiated. On Sunday, at 10 A. M, we
had children's meeting. At 11 o'clock Bro. I,

C. Snavely preached and Bro. Archy Van-

Dyke labored for us in the evening.—iV. L,

Sollenbcrger, Beatrice, Nebr., Nov, iS.

Fort Wayne, Ind.—The Mission Board has

placed Bro. Daniel Snell as evangelist for six

months more, commencing Nov. 7. Bro, Sne'I

appointed Sister Ahner as missionary. She is

to give one day of each week to that work.

We also met on the evening of Nov. 19, when
Bro, Philip?, of Cedar take, was with us. A

littee of five was appointed to locate a lot

for church purposes and S70 was subscribed

beginning, Our number is small here but

of one who had
awakening of many n
are "near the kingdom." At our love feast,
Nov. 6, three members were received by letter

and three were made willing to come out fully

on the "Lord's side,"—//'. P. Bossermart, No;
SQ.

Mill Creek, Va.—The Mill Creel: congrega
in, Rockingham County, clcs:d a threi

:eks' series of meetings yesterday morning
nducted by Bro I, J. Rosenberger, of Coving.
n, Ohio, with fifty-seven baptiz:d and one re
jred,—a glorious and triumphant success,

le majority of the fifty-ei^ht are young, some
them quite ycung, but among ibem are a
od number of fathers and mothers. A sea-

n of great rejoicing and "refreshing from
the presence of the Lard " has been ours to

jy. The preaching was simple aud practical

n the extreme and, at the same time, search-

ng and able. Much work was done in the

irivate family, in visits and prayerf, which
idded gieatly to the success of the meeting.

H, C, Early, Montevideo, Va„ Nov 33.

Newton, Kans.—Nov. 6 the Newton church
met at 2 P. M. for love feast services. Breth-

ren Wm. Johnston, M, Keller and D01

were tbe ministers present, besides our home
minister, Bro. L. Andes. Bro. Johnston offici-

ated. A choice was held for a minister and
two deacons. At 7 P. M. we met for Commun-
ion services. On Sunday morning we met at

the cburcbhouse and were richly fed by the

ministering brethren present. The result of

the choice for minister and two deacons was
then made known. For minister Bro. Andrew
Miller, and fcr deacons brethren Geo. Wales
and U. S. Royer were chosen. A children's

meeting was held at 0:40 A. M, Addresses
delivered by brethren Johnston

on the Lord's side ai

Brubakcr commenced
the Hoyle church Oct. 31 and continued Three
weeks. We had a good meeting and had the
pleasure of seeing three more precious souls
making the good confession. Of these, one
was buried with Cbrist in baptism, two re-
claimed and one received by letter. At the
close of the meetings the Brethren held a
council which passed eff pleasantly —J. If,

Smilhborough, 111.—Nov. 13 the members
of thi Hurricane Creek church, residing in
Bond and Fayette Counties, held their love
feast. Wc Lad no ministers with us but our
elder, Henry Lillgh, and our home minister,
Bro. John Cripe. A pleasant and enjoyable
Communion was leld with one brother. It

was the first feast he ever attended or ever
saw. To-day tbe members met for quaiterli
council. Iu the absence of our elder, Bro.
John Cripe presided. The meeting passed eff
pleasantly. Wc are few in number but wc try
to keep the fire burning on the altar continual-
ly.— Cornelius A'essler, Nov, 20.

Forest Chapel, Va—Bro. J, C, Garber, of
Barren Ridge, Va., began a series of meetings
for us Oct, 24, aud continued wiih much inter-

Nov, 5. Nov. I we went to Jcrman's
Gap and received two moresi'lers by baptism.
Next day one sister was received at our plan
by baptism. Nov. 6 was our Co inlojr
when al'out fifty-five members sarroonded tin-

tables and enjoyed ii (east to the toul. Bro, I..

M Brower, of South English, Iowa, ihi.ntd 1

.

There are several applicants yet foi baptism
and many more near tbe fold. We hid a good
meeting which was much enjoyed by all.— S*.

F. Serogham, Crimora Station, Va., Vov, > ,.

Pleasant Plains, Okla. T.—Our elder, Geo.
Studebaker, held a series of meetings in our
congregation prior to the love frast, Nov, 6, at
the home of Bro. David Cinder, Visiting min-
itering brethren present wcte John Wise, Jo-
eph Click, Ncah Prubakcr and Joseph Root.
tro. Wise officiated. Bro. Daniel Cordon was
idvanced to the second degree of the ministry,
Bro. H. Boose was chosen to the cfiice of dea-

Sunday evening a private feast was held
for the benefit of a dear sister who never before

opportunity to partake of the sacied em-
t he meeting closed with three appli-

or baptism.—Mamie Stcokey, Cat-wile,

Okla. T.,Nv,ij,

Cheat River, W. Va —Nov. 13 I went to
the above congregation and had meetings at
the Salt Lick schoolhouse. The next day, at
10:30 A. M„ wc had meetings at the Fieeland
churcb, where we reclaimed two who had
strayed away, At 3 P, M. we had preach-
ing at the Pine Run schoolhouse. At 7 P. M.
we again went lo Salt Lick and had meeting
each evening until the 16th, when we closed

: of alher nd dark

age—//. M, Eby, jj/ Young. — Daniel Skomber, Walton, Ka,

nights. At this place three, who had wandered
away, wee again restored to the fold. We say

hearty "Amen" to Uro. Albert Hollinger's

article on page 727 of MKSSEKGsn. May ev-
ery brother and sister read and reread tbe

Wc ha ised fllntfi

Va„ Nov. 17.

Plalnwell, Mich.— I am not a member of

the Brethren Church but hope and pray that I

may have the opportunity to be one of their

number soon. 1 have been reading the Mes-
senger for neaily two years and have given
the paper to many others to read. All speak
very highly of the Mb^senGbr. We have
four cburchhouses in our town,—the Baptist,

Methodist, Presbyterian and Catholic,—but
any of them follow Christ's teachings,

therefore I cannot go with them. A member
of the M. E. church, after reading one or two
of the Messen'.ebs, said to me, last winter,

ill pay for half tbe Messenger for one
If yon will let me read it after you are

through with it. It is tbe best religious

r I ever read." He is a man who is well

posted in the Scriptures. His wish was grant-

ed him,—Lewis Feller, Nov. so.
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Koyersford, Pa.—We Have just cl sed a

t siiog and veil attended series of

meetings, continuing almost three weeks, con-

ducted by £M. D. F, Stouffer, cf Benevolo,

M 1 , and Bro. J, Frai ces, of Oaks, Fa. Two

were baptized, and two applicmis were re-

ceived for bip'-ism. We f.el that more were

impi ed, and tbe church greatly built up.—

8, Frank Roeller, Nov. 17.

Bear Creek, Ind —We have j 1st passed

stiesol meetings that commenced
1 1

,
,1

1 ntii iu '1 until the 2|th, The
,:' conducted by El', Spitzer

1 preached made people read and

Ihink seriously about th ir soul's interest

:
,

. [c ih :." d choice, and many

others were impiessed seriously.—H. P. Gar-

[ :-, j--r!Lr.:d, J.ty Co ,
hut., Nov. >7-

Lancaster City, Pa.-The series of meet-

mi s coram need her-.' Nov. 13, by Bra. Silas

Hoover, is progressing very nicely. Several

have applied for membership, and the meet

iors are increasing, both in interest and at

tendance The dedicatory services of the new

); use are to be bel 1 on ^u -day, Nov. 28, at 10

A. M. A children's mectin? will be held at 2

P, M„ and the love feast at 4 P. M.— T. F. hit-

ler, Nov. 1;.

Independence, Kans.—Bro. S, E, Thompson

came to us on Sunday, Oct. 31, and commeuced

;v series of meetings at our church in town, the

same eve ing. Our least occurred Nov 6, and

hundred members communed Bro. Thorop

son officiated. Our meetings closed last even

ing with one access'on. One was also received

by baptism 00 the day of the feast.—Jacob

Belts, Nov. /j.

drcenwood, Wis —Our love feast orenrred

O't. 30. being the first feast of the kind ever

held in Door County, It was very much en-

j ycd byall the members present. On account

.

I

. .

I
aess, several of the members were de-

prived of the privilege of enjoying the least

with us. Bro. H C. Baker, our elder, came to

U3 Oct. 22, one week prior to the feast. He
pre rched until Oct. 2S, when Bro. C, P. Row-
land, from Lanark, 111., came to assist him, and

1 Ibefeast. Bro. Rowland officiated

The brethr n preached for us untd Nov. 4.—//.

J. Crips, Sturgeon Bay, Wis., Nov. 6.

Washington Creek, Kans.—Bro. C. T.

Heckman i-amc to us Nov 7, and preached on**

week b.fore our feast, Nov. 13. One was bap-

t ;.d on the day of the feast. Bro. E Eby was

at our feast and officiated, Eight ministers

About one hundred and twenty racmb-n com-

muned On Sunday the children were ad

drt-Sf-d by Bro. Eby and Sisters Barbara

Katherman an 1 Hattie Gilbert, of Laurence.

Kits. Bro. Eby preached three sermo s

mile With us, He is working in the interest

of the Old Folks' Home—S. L. Hoover, Al-

fred, Kans., N u, 17.

Nettle Creek, End.—A very pleasant love

f ;<st was held in this church Nov 13. Visit-

ing ministers present, were brethren Ma-tin

, D, M. Carver, Jacob Kite, S. W.
Payton, D. F. Hoover, H. L. Fadley. and I. B
Wibe, Bro. D 1 Garver efficiate*. On the

first day at 2 l
J

. M., our two young "'misters,

bre hien J. A, Miller and D. E. Bowman were

advanc d to ihc S' 1 ond degren of the minis

try. O 1 tbe evening nf Nov. 14, .1 private

is held with Bro. Oiiver Stout, at

his borne. He has been mu-h t fil ctcd with

paralysis for n-arty a year.

—

Ida E. Teeter,

HagersUrwn, I»d., Nov 17.

aditi s have

"be firf

the cui.rcb,

ter in the t econd degree, th:

1 i! -. We bav.;

i :
1 i'h is not en )ujj

wi ,. Otment* ai two or three otb« p-aces,

1 QCStone, preached for us

lo-d a number of \onog brethren

and - s'-rs, wiltim- to - ork for th- wasier, whe

I it to work Why are G"d's peo>

rospel to thoie wfic

for it? I had the

pleasure of attending the Diiirict Meeting ai

Limestone. It was a good meeting. The mis'

siouary spirit was very manifest 1 had the

pieature of met ling B 0. C L>. Hylton here,

oik in m ri-

, .

WOtk

—

J.
•'

.

' ,71 / './, TtttH,, Nov.

'4-

, Pa —After a continued effort of

three weeks, with meetings in our church, we

closed last evening. The interest continued

until the last. Seven have applied for

baptism Eld. W. J. Swigart was with us and

preached yesterday morning. Our interest in

church and Sunday school work is increasing,

e all mnde to sec and feel that God

has blessed the efforts in behalf of this mission.

-W.S. Long, Nov. /j.

South Hatfield, Pa.—This evening closed

\ very interesting and profitable series of

nectings, held by Bro. G. S. Rair-gh. He re-

named with us three weeks, preached nine-

eeu sermon* in the Hatfield house, and nine

n the L.insda'e house. Ten were baptized.

and wc have one more applicant for baptism.

Many more were almost persuaded. Brethren

s were very mu^h encouraged, aud

rejoiced to see sinners coming to ChYist —Ella

C. Souder, Nov. 14.

Zloutown, Ohio.—We held a scries of

eetings, commencing Oct. 30, and closing

ov. 13, at which time we had a very eopya-

e meeting.—a spiritual feast. Consideting

e inclemencies of the weather, during our

eetirgs, we bad good attendaice, and the

best of interest prevailed. Bro Quinsy Leck-

did the preaching. Ten precious souis

out on the Lord's side, and announced

a'legiance to God in holy baptism.

: were added to the church by letter.

Our Commuuioa was largely attended, and the

best of order prevailed. Ministers present

were brethren E. Horn and Q. Leckrone.

The latter officiated.—Samuel Orr, Linnvllle,

Ohio, Nov. 15.

Owl Creek, Ohio.— I have returned to my
)rae from Ankneytown, Ohio, where I held

eetings since Oct. 26. The church is called

th- Owl Creek church, and is presded over by

Eld. Henry K-ller. Oct. 30 we held a love

which was largelv attended, and a good

st was paid to the preached Word. A
il was held, at which several that had

wandered away were again restored to full fel-

lowship. Arrangements were also made to

build a new meetinghouse, which is much
ded. The present meetinghouse was built

845. Our meetings closed Nov. 14. On the

rnir>g of the 15th, one precious soul was

baptized, Wc also received another sister in-

ull fellowship During these meetings

y seemed lob* near the kingdom.

—

John

F.Kahler, Canton, Ohio, Bex 127, Nov. 15.

Crary, N. Dak,—This is to inform the

churcLes of North Dakota and Northern Min-

soia, that, inasmuch as the undersigned

ve been elected on the Mission Board by

id District, and as said Board is now fully

organized and ready for bu ine.'s, as soon as

;el means, we urge upon all the

churches in the District to see that solicitor*

be appointed at once, and that all funds col-

d be sent through the Secretary to the

.surer, ^e would furiber ask that all

r-ers, living iso'ated in the District, will

>e n tify the Secretary, and we will see

they wi 1 be cared 'or. As this is a new-

ly oiganzct District, we hope a. d prai for the

succe:s of the good cause, and trust that al>

ftill take an interest in the spread of the Gos-

pel, and that much good may be done

—

James

Thomas. Foreman, Caivo; Isaac Wagoner,

Secretary, Crary ,- William Kesler, Treasurer,

Candj.N. Dak, Nov iS.

Alt Mope, Ofcla. T.—N v q I started west-

ward to meet Eld Gripe, in the Mt. Hope
• hurch, and Nov 10, at 10 A, M., I met with

ihe church in council. All things were settled

wrh good feelings It was agreed to call two

deacons »nd one minister, and to have the

work done at rbe feast On Saturday after-

noon, after preaching, we at'ended to tiie

woik. Brethren J. H Brubaker and W. R,
' rubaker were chosen 10 the ministry. Breth-

ren Jacob Keller and Henry Meeks were chos-

en to the office of deacon. Bro. G. B. Eandh
was advanced to the second degree of the

ministry Tiie work of iust.llation was £

tenHed to on Sunday morning, after having

gloiious feast the Dight before. The meetings

have bn*n marked or the spirit of love mani

tested from the first. 1 have be^n with this

chuich considerable, and I am glad to see the

progress the-Brethren made in ihe manifesta-
'

lion of love, and the spirit of forbearance.

Durin? these meeting?, one was baptizd a r d

two i stored Bo. Wm, R Brubaker, who
was choiCQ to tbe minutry, is about

j years of age,—A, W, Auttin, Nov. //,

ter. We now expect to have regular

prsachlngat both churches.

—

Rebecca Grable,

Beallsvillc, Washington Co, Pa., Nov. 16.

Fairview, Alo.—Nov. 13 we met in cborch

innc.il. Toe business before the church

passed off pleasantly, We decided to have 3

; of meetings, commenciLg Dec. 6, by our

home ministers. We welcome any visiting

inister to help us in th»se meetings. We
tve prayer meeting each Sunday afternoon.

3 P, M„ also preaching services iu tbe fore-

)0n.—Nannie Harman, Denlow, Mo., Nov. 17

Manassas, Va —Bro. D. H. Zigler, of May
'and. Va„ commenced a series cf meetings in

ir Cannon Branch house, Oct, 30, and contin-

d until Nov. 14, preaching, iu all, eighteen

rmons. 'Ihoueli Bro. Z'gler suffered from a

cold during about all the meetings, yet he

wiold^d the Gospel Sword with power. Seven

dear young souls were made willing to put on

rt in Chr.stian baptisti. Others seemed

the kingdom At our preparatory coun-

iree letters were granted. Two were .Iso

ved by letter that I have not reported yet

tove fea^t, Nov. 13, was a pleasant one.

About one hundred and twenty communed. A
number of ministers were present, but brdtb-

S. F. Sineer and Dennis Wetmer, of the

Midland church, did the preaching, Bro. Zig-

fficiated. Bro. William K. Conner, a faith-

ful young brother, was elected to the ministry

r feast. The installation services, con-

ducted by Bro. Sanger, were solemn and im-

ive,—J. E. Bloia'/i, Nov. /j.

Tenmile, Pa —Bro. Boltorff, of Northern In-

diana, recently moved to our congregation,

net Nov. 14 for public preaching. Tbe

weather being very inclement, not many were

present. We had a very impressivi

Wer s that

\
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^EDITORIAL * MISCELLANY^

that the English and Fr

had a battle, and, unles

carefully handled, it 1

troubles between Engla

The heads of the leading nations of earth are not

resting very easy just at this time. All of them are

having their troubles, and some of them are real

perplexing, This gives excuse for the sensational

dailies to predict great wars and approaching dis-

asters. To start with, England has not yet settled

her Afghanistan trouble, and her war in Africa is

taking money, as well as men. Then it is rumored
ench forces in Africa have
; the little unpleasantness is

nay lead to more serious

nd and France. But it oc-

curs to us that these two governments are too far

advanced in civilization to permit themselves to be

drawn into a war. Germany is in trouble with the

little island of Hayti, on account of supposed mis-

treatment of one of her subjects, by the latter, and

has sent two war vessels to the island to see that sat-

isfaction is rendered. The United States sends an-

other to see that no advantage be taken of Hayti.

Then Germany is having a trouble with China that

has led to the landing of troops on Chinese soil,

against the protest of the Chinese government.

Both England and Russia are lying awake and

watching this movement, for neither of them wants

Germany to get a foothold in that part of the

world. Besides, things are not altogether lovely

between Russia and Turkey,

considerable indemnity fron

twice hinted to the Sultan that it would be well for

him to make a wise use of this money in paying

some old debts that were past due. The Sultan did

not see it just that way, and is using over §300,000

latter received

Greece, and Russia

of the indemnity fund to pay for a number of large
cannon, just purchased. It is not yet known what
Russia will do about it, for her expenses ate enor-
mous, and she needs money. Our Uncle Sam has
also some perplexities on his hand;'. He fears that
the Monroe Doctrine may have to be applied to the
Hayti trouble. Then the outlook in Cuba is not so
promising, and he is giving that affair a good deal
of attention, of late. Add to this the Bering Sea seal

controversy, (he Hawaii project and the meeting of
Congress, and it will be seen that our government
has its annoyances too, provided it is proper to call

the latter an annoyance.

A few weeks ago a Baptist Congress was held in

Chicago. It was not only largely attended, but
here were found some of fhe most talented men in

the Baptist world. It was neither a judiciary or a

legislative assembly. Ministers and others met
and discussed the living questions of interest

among them, and, in this way, became better ac-

quainted with each other, and better informed in

every way, on the questions considered. Each
man felt that he could here meet those of his own
faith, and express his mind freely, without his loy-

alty being called in question. "In that way the
Congress was a wonderful educator. The plan, if

properly guarded, may be a good one, for there are

always burning questions that may be discussed

with profit by men who have given them a good
deal of thought, and are capable of handling them.

All thinking men probably feel the need of some-
thing of this kind, now and then. There arc ques-

tions of practical importance that they would like

to hear discussed. We are informed that a meet-
ing of this kind, only on a smaller scale, was held

in the Mount some years ago, and that the local

talent took a very active part in it. The question

discussed related to uniformity in Christian attire.

Thinking men on both sides expressed their minds
freely, and even forcibly. The meeting is said to

have resulted in good, by exposing weak argu-

ments, and bringing out the strong points in de-

fense of the teaching of the Brethren along this

line. Truth, in the hands of skillful men, never

suffers by investigation, A good, sound reasoi

will stand the test, but a poor one will not, and th

sooner it is exposed, the better.

ing power that is destined to compete with her in

all the markets of the world, and rob her of the hon-
ors and wealth that have been heretofore enjoyed.
He plainly sees that the United States is leading
the world, and, instead of urging other govern-
ments to imitate her greatly-improved methods, he
insists upon them combining and crushing her.
His is probably the most injudicious speech of the
decade, and shows how little good sound sense
may now and then be found in high places. Of
course, Europe will pay no attention to it, but such
things give rise to unpleasant reflections,

The Zion movement is not meeting with the suc-
cess at 6rst contemplated. It is reported that the
Sultan of Turkey is not disposed to favor the or-

ganizing of a Jewish state in Palestine. He sees in <
it something that may not prove very beneficial to **

his empire. Were Palestine to be built up by the \
Jews, railroads constructed, telegraph lines estab- V
lished, and a fair degree of freedom be allowed the *

inhabitants, the other parts of the Empire would be
more or less affected in the interest of education,
improvements, and freedom. This would mean
death to the Mohammedan influence, as well as the
Mohammedan religion, in the end, and might prove
fatal to the existence of the Turkish Empire itself.

Then, all the Jews are by no means of one mind, re-

garding the advisability of the scheme. Especial-
ly is this true of those residing in the United States,

England and Germany. Here will probably re
found the bulk of the wealth among the Hebrews.
They fee! that here they can enjoy all the freedom
they need, and that makes them contented with
their lot in life. So it now looks as though the
project may not materialize, still we cannot tell

what may yet come out of it.

In various parts of the world, the United States

is commanding a good deal of attention of late, and

some of it is not very inviting. Not long since she

found it proper to apply the Monroe Doctrine to

the Venezuela trouble, in a rather vigorous manner.

Lately she has been reminding Spain that she was
not doing just the right thing by the Cubans, and

that those people were entitled to more humane
consideration. For a time this made quite a ripple,

but Spain changed her policy, and now our govern-

ment is still keeping an eye on the movements.

Then the authorities are sending a war vessel to

Hayti, and this does not seem to suit Germany.

Recently our government entered into a treaty with

Russia and Japan, touching the Bering Sea seal

matter, in a way that does cot appear to be very

pleasing to either England-or Canada, It is noth-

g serious, but it gives the dailies something to

agnify and make a big fuss over. The most re-

markable .occurrence, however, was the speech

e a few weeks ago, by the Austro-Hungarian

Minister of Foreign Affairs. In this speech, which

has been widely published, he appeals to all Europe

to make common cause against the American na-

tions, and crush the competition they are produc-

ing in the world. He warns 'all Europe of the ris-

Parents who have large estates to leave to their

children should think the second time before mak-
ing their wills. In far too many instances money
left to children has proved a curse rather than a

blessing. It is reported that not long since a few
sons of rich parents, met in a hotel in one of our
large cities, and gambled with dice, over one thou-
sand dollars being staked on each throw. It is

stated that, during the evening, one of the young
men lost thirty thousand dollars. Among the sons
of rich men the waste of money, in this manner, is a
common occurrence, and, in most instances, much
money, by inheritance, has led to ruin. Geo. Pull-

man, who was worth several million dollars when he
died, set an example that it might be well for men
of great wealth to follow. He had two sons with-

out any special ability or ambition to do anyihing
more than to just live and have a good time of it.

They are not particularly bad, but they have failed

to develop any ability for making a wise use of

money. Mr. Pullman, recognizing this fact, left, to

each of the young men, three thousand dollars a

year, and then put the rest of his means where he
thought it would accomplish the most good. He
endowed a training school with one million dollar?,

and this may be the means of helping a number of

boys and young men. In the Brotherhood we have
parents leaving to their children more money than

they know how to make a wise use cf, and it may
yet prove the ruination of their offspring. It

would be far better to leave to their children a fair

amount, and then give the remainder to some chari-

table work connected with the church, A few are

doing this, but more of them ought to do it. Such
a course would be a great deal better for their chil-

dren, in the long run, and would also prove a bless-

ing to humanity,
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TINY T0KEN5.

Tub memory of a kindly word for long gone by,

The fragrance of a fading ll >wcr sent lovingly,

The gleaming of a sudden smile, or sudden tear.

The warmer pressure of the hand, ihe tone of cheer,

The hush that means, " I cannot speak, but I have heard,'

The note that only b;ars a verse from God's own word-

Such liny things we hardly count as ministry,

The givers deeming they have shown scant sympathy,

But wheu the heart is overwrought, who can tell

The power of such tiny things to make it well?

-A. A'. //,

ON THE WAY TO INDIA. -No.

English Cliannel-Landlng-Customs-From Southamp-

ton to London—A Day In London.

We had to close our first letter on the evening of

Nov. 2, while yet in the Atlantic, if we wanted it

mailed without delay. Daring the night of the sec-

ond we passed into the English Channel. The

number of sail-vessels in sight, on the morning of

the third, indicated land; we could also notice a

change in the color of the water.

About ten o'clock we saw our first land,—Anvils

Point,—next we saw " Old Harry," a rocky cliff

standing out in the channel. We next saw the Isle

of Wight, dotted with field and groves; then the

main land.

We passed a number of English gun boa's, with

fligs at half-mast, We heard our English passen-

gers remarking, with tones of sadness, that some-

body of note must be dead. The pilots brought the

news that the late Princess Mary, of Cambridge,

Djchess of Teck, had died.

Our first sight of England was a picture of mourn-

ing; our first newr, tidings of death. The tidings

will soon go out for each reader, and for the writer

of these notes, dead, buried, and that will tell the

story of our lives. Oh may we be ready to meet

our Saviorl We were slowly towed into dock, and

first the mail, then the baggage, and lastly, the pas-

sengers were unloaded. Custom officers soon had

us, with our baggage, in charge. They gave our

things a goad going over. They found nothing, and

soon we were all boxed up in a compartment of the

car, six by eiglu feet. It was now about three

o'clock here; only ten o'clock, however, by my time,

as I kept my watch running on home time. Sis-

ter Gibbel had the sick headache for the last day and

night, but she got over it about as soon as she

reached land. Sister Forney is over her seasick-

ness again, and rejoices that she is on land.

Our journey of seventy-eight miles to London,

was through a varied landscape of hill and dale.

We would think that we were passing through farm-

ing districts of Pennsylvania or Virginia, but for

the thatched roofs, the many chimneys upon the

houses, and the occasional, castle-like buildings

seen along the way. At 5: 10 P. ML, we arrived at

Waterloo Station, London, and stored our baggage.

While Bro. Forney looked after a hotel, I went
up to Ludgate Circus, and looked a f ter our ticket?.

They took the tickets, and told us to call next day
at twelve, and they would have all arrangements

made, giving the privilege to stop over, if they could

get arrangements made.

Nov. 4 I took a walk before breakfast, down
through Black Friar's hall, over the bridge, and
down to St. Paul's Cathedral, walking around the

old church.

After breakfast we all visited Westminster Ab-
bey, spending about two hours in it and around the

Parliament buildings. The Abbey was built by Ed-
ward the Confessor, in A. D. 1050, but little of the

old building now remains. We had a strange feel-

ing as we walked over and around the tombs of many
of the most noted rulers, ministers, and litera'y

men that have ever lived, We walked over the mar-
ble slabs that mark the resting place of many of

the great poets from Chaucer to Tennyson, We

paused at the fom>s of D ckens, Darwin, and Han-

del, the greatest of novelists, of naturalists, and of

musicians. We looked at the more elaborate mon-

uments of kings and queens, and the thought forced

i'.self upon us, that true greatness is not made by

the monuments and epitaphs upon the tombs.

True greatness is found in the life filled with nob'e

deeds, in the life lost to self, and given for others.

Though such a life is unmarked by glowing epitaph

or pompous tomb, it will be remembered when
the Lord collects his jewels. Such a grave will be

clearly designated when the marble and granite-

marked tombs are melting and crumbling to dust

amidst the burning elements and crashing worlds,

All of England's, and much of the history of

Europe, seems to be piled up in this Cathedral.

We would love to linger here, but we dare not.

We next attended to our tickets, trunks, etc , and

had dinner at four o'clock. We were ready then for

atrip in Palestine. We went up to the Bank of

England, over to the London Tower, and across the

London Bridge, and then felt ready for a night's

rest.

Nov. 5 we took the train at Liverpool Station, at

1 1 A. M., for Tilbury, where we will embark on the

"Rome." This leaves all well, and in good spirits.

London, England, Nov. 5.

RELATION OF THE CHURCH TO THE WORLD.

BY J S. MOHLHR.

This relation is one of antagonism. The church

and the world are two bodies, as distinct from each

other, and as opposite in their character as the

lamb and the lion. The mission of the one is to

purify and save,— that of the other to corrupt and

destroy. A constant battle between the two has

been raging ever since sin has attained a place in

the heart, It is simply a battle between right and

wrong, truth and error, light and darkness, and it

will continue to rage until the strong arm of Christ

has subdued every foe, and God is all and in all,

In reference to this distinction Christ prayed,

" I pray not for the world, but for them whkh thou

hast given me." John 17:9. Again, "Upon this

rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell

shall not prevail aga : nst it." Matt. 16: 18. Paul,

in his second letter to the Corinthians, writes,

"Wherefore, come out from among them, and be

ye separate, saith the Lord." 2 Cor, 6: 17, Again,

"B;ye not unequally yoked together with unbe-

lievers, for what fellowship hath righteousness with

ur.righteou ness?'' 2 Cor. 6: 14. Scriptural tes-

timony is abundant as to the antagonism of the

church and the world. The church is non-con-

formed to the world.

1. In spirit. The spirit of the world minds the

things of the world. It finds its full enjoyment in

these things,— such as worldly honor, amusements,

pleasures, lusts, the gratification of the appetites

and carnal propensities, whereas the spirit of the

church seeks the things that are above, where

Christ sitteth on the right hand of God, such as

purity, truth, love, peace, life eternal and unfading

joy, unending happiness, The things of the world

are distasteful to the church of the living God as a

source of enjoyment. The Christian only uses the

things of the world as not abusing them.

2. In conversation. The world's conversation is

about the world. Much of it is untrue, and a great

deal is very filthy and profane. The world speaks

of its own. To this the church is non conformed,
as it should be. Much of the Christian's conversa-

tion is
p

in heaven, and when it is about earthly

things it is true in character, with grace, seasoned
with salt,—such as becometh godliness.

3. In hibits. The world's habits are indolence,

extravagance, uncleanness, intemperance, pride,

disobedience, negligence, etc. To these the church
is nonconformed by the better habits of indus-

try, economy, temperance, sanctification, meekness,
obedience, and whatsoever is lovely and of good
report.

4. In atscciations. The world's associations are

found in political gatherings, in theatres, in the

ball-room, the race-course, the gambling den, and
other unbecoming places. To these the church is

wholly non-conformed, by associating in the house
of the Lord, sitting together in heavenly places, in

the room of the afflicted and needy.

5, la driss, The world's dress is in accordance

with the height of fashion. Dame Fashion leads

the world captive at her will and, like a cruel ty-

rant, roVis many a poor man of his hard-earned

wages, brings his family to the verge of starvation,

and sometimes to dishonesty. To this the church

is severely nonconformed by adorning herself in

modest apparel, such a? is sufficiently respectable,

and such as she can pay for, and thus provide

things honestly in (he sight of ail men. By a com-
mon, plain attire, the rich are brought down, and
the poor lifted up. The church thereby promotes
the several relations of her Fraternity as one family.

The church, however, bears a saving relation to

the world. Christ says, " For God sent not his Son
into the world to condemn, but that the world,

through him, might be saved." John 3: 17. The
Gospel is the medium through which the world
must be saved, if saved at all. It is God's way of

saving sinners. Hence Christ taught, "Go ye in-

to all the woild, and preach the gospel to every

creature." Mark 16: 15. To the church is com-
mitted the word of reconciliation. The church

owes this saving mission of the Gospel to the lost

ones of earth. In this the church must do her ut-

most, for the Gaspel is to be a witness to all nztions

before the end can come, and how can it be" a wit-

ness unless we take it to them and teach it to their

understanding? The saving power of the Gospel

is brought to bear upon the unconverted (<z) by
preaching; (6) by religious, personal visitations; (c)

by living a godly life.

The church owes a benevolent relation to the

world. The chu r ch, in her infancy, was enjoined

to "remember tie p -or;" also to do good to all men,

as opportunity afforded. Our go d works should

become so frequent, tbat those with whom we as-

sociate in life will become so impressed with the ex-

cellency of our Christian life as to be impelled to

glorify God.

The church also sustains a business relation to

the world. In this the church should be as dis-

tinctive as on other lines, and as far superior to

the world, as light is superior to darkness. In our

business relations with the world, each member of

the church should be strictly honest and punctual

n the fulfillment of his promises, and not given to
1 beating down prices," but ever observe the " Gold-

:n Rule," by doing to others as be would have
them do to him.

In maintaining the above relations, the church

vilt shine like a." city set on a Ml," whose light will

adiate far out into the dark places of the world,

winning many souls into her saving fold,

Merrill, Kans.

C, H, BALSBAUGH.

To Bro. T. T. Myers:—

O love, love, swee?, divine bond of perfectness!

How it annihilates distance, and blends congenial

souls into a blessed unity 1 This is the crowning
dence of our renewal in the image of God.

John 13:34, 35.

The nearer we draw to Jesus, and are transformed

into his likeness, the nearer will we be drawn to

one another. Coldness and alienation repel the

Holy Spirit. We need the love that "suff.-reth

long," and " beareth all things."

Christianity is a misnomer, if it be not the very

incarnation of God; not only in the head, but in all

the members of his body. We become as truly and
permanently conscious of the Divine Inbeing as of

our own existence. To miss this is to be in jeopar-

dy. No experience is satisfactory until we can

say, " Christ in mt, the hope of glory." Col. 1: 27.

Filled with all the fullness of God," our hearts

are aflame with desire to promote his interests on
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earth. Loftier ambition we cannot have than to
dedicate our whole being to the service and glory
of our Redeemer. This is what is sustaining our
consecrated missionaries now Boating on ihe Atlan-
tic. The pleasure of the Triune God, and the love
of souls, is animating the hearts of our dear Indian
workers, and our beloved Sister Boone, in Brook-
lyn, Bro, Hollinger in Washington, and the self-

sacrificing missionaries in Baltimore, Chicago, and
other places.

The deep, warm, mighty iove of Christ is the main-
spring of all genuine Christian activity on the earth.
The love that constrains the Eternal Father to sac-
rifice his only-begotten Son, constrains us to sacri-

fice ourselves. If not, we are not his. Rom. S: 9;
Philpp. 2:5-11. This is the heart of the Gospel,
and the essence and glory of salvation.

God is wonderfully blessing you, and you have
great need of watchfulness and earnest prayer, lest

the arch-enemy infuse a subtle consciousness of
self-sufficiency. " We are not ignorant of his de-
vices." 2 Cor. 2: 11.

Not a few famous evangelists have lost their
power by being puffed up by their successful minis-
try. Smyrna and Laodicea make an instructive
contrast. I rejoice in your prosperity, and pray
that God may make the Philadelphia church
" mighty to the pulling down of strongholds."
Let your zeal in rescuing the lost be at white heat,
tempered by "the wisdom that Cometh from
above." James 3: 17.

Wonderful is the love that leaves the throne of
glory, and hangs on the cross, bleeding and dying
to save sinners! This is the love that fills and thrills

and impels the Christian. Rom. 5: 5, 8, 10. Wecan
count confidently on the Divine Promise and oath,

1 Cor. 15: 58andHeb. 6: 17, 18. It cannot fail.

Over and over God has pleaded himself as our
faithful helper and comforter. 2 Cor. 1: 20; 1

Thess. 5; 2(; Heb. 10: 23, and 13: 6.

Let "the Sword of the Spirit " be your constant
and invincible weapon, the Holy Ghost your one
teacher, the inspired Word your sole study and
message, then trust in him who is " faithful and
true" for the fulfillment of Isa. 55: 10, 11. Be full

of the Holy Oracles, full of Christ, then go as a
flaming evangel through the length and breadth of
Philadelphia, preaching and living the life of God
in the flesh—yinr flesh. Gal. 2: 20; 2 Cor. 4: io, 11.

Such a life is not in vain, Some soul will be
kindled into the love of holiness by its sweetness
and beauty. If we appreciate our high calling, our
aims will be high, and our eflorts and sacrifices will

not stop short of 2 Cor. 5: 14, 15. Let your conse-
cration be so deep and perfect and irreversible,

that you will have a new Chriit, a new Bible, a new
self, new zeal, and new victories, that will make hell

tremble, and heaven and earth rejoice.

Union Deposit, Pa.

LET US HAVE BETTER MUSIC.

BY D, M. CLICK.

The; human voice is a wonderful instrument. It

brings forth and expresses the feelings within, and,
in a large measure, reveals the character of the in-

dividual. I think it was Milton who said, " Speak
that I may know you." The voice is losing its

charm among our American people, notwilhstand-
ng the much attention that is paid to singing and
elocution. There are causes for this which we will

not discuss at this time, but the weakened condition
of the breathing apparatus, caused by lacing, among
the females, and tobacco-using, among the males,
has much to do with it. I fear we do not realize

the weakness that is handed down to posterity,

saying nothing of the suffering incurred by those
who thus torture the body and poison the blood.
We have become so absorbed in business and
worldly matters, that it is sapping all the sociabili-

ty out of us, and we are becoming wonderfully self-

ish.

Now I do not know of anything that will so ef-

fectually bring about a union of sentiment and re-

store that friendly interest due each other, as for

nd the

:ar, and never

cultivating a

useless.

:e,—the

old and young to come together in true devotion to
God, in the service of sacred song. As I get
around and visit some of our churches, and hear
cold, indifferent, and lifeless singing, I am remind-
ed of Paul's language, I Cor. 14: 15; Eph. 5: ig. If

we are filled with the spirit, we will sing with the
spirit, Oh let us have more of the spirit of God
that our service to him may be acceptable and edi
lying to those who hearl

I have heard it remarked by some, while the con
gregation were singing a song of praise, " I used to
dance to that tune.' Let us not use songs that
will carry a man's mind to the theater or dancing
hall, but let it be such that will carry him away
from the perishing things of earth, that he may
feast on heavenly things. One reason there is not
more interest taken in sacred music, by our young
people, is, that nine-tenths of the teaching done to-

day, is by men who use principally

popular songs, which only tickle the
touch the heart. Our people are thu
taste for a class of music that is wors
Let the children be taught—early in

beauty of sacred song. Let the heart an
filled with good things, and there will b
for the evil. The songs learned at our mother's
knee will be cherished and kept as sacred as the
prayers.

If there is a people that need to study vocal mu-
sic more than another, it is the Brethren. We
should do as David of old, who wedded his sincer-
est prayers to melody, and wafted them upward, on
the night wind, from his throbbing heart,—be able

our out the sentiments of our hearts, acceptable
before God, that we may make our services not on-
ly attractive, but instructive, as well. Let us have

e singing around the fireside,—more social

gatherings where sacred music is the prominent
are. Let the older be equally interested with

the young, and take pnrt in Ihe singing-classes, and
instructed togetherl This will, in a great meas-

ure, correct the draggy, lifeless singing we so often
experience in our public worship, and it would
check the tendency to have choirs and organs in

church.

Congregation training is essential to congrega-
tional singing. Feeling the need of a thing, ought
to inspire us to act, and that at once.

We arc instructed to use our own publications,

which, I think, we should do, but, in order to be
helped in our singing, we need a revision of the
Hymnal. There are many tunes that are worthless.

They are poor in melody, and still worse in har-

mony. The duplicates should be replaced by oth-

er good tunes. We trust the Brotherhood will

carefully consider this matter until our next Annual
Meeting, and give our committee the authority to

revise the Hymnal, and give us a collection of

tunes, adapted to the sentiment of the hymns, and
1 meet the demands of our much-needed service

the church, that we may be able more effectually

sing with the spirit and the understanding.

Waynesboro, Pa,

AMONfJ THE CHURCHES.

It was my happy privilege to visit a number of

the churches in Virginia and Tennessee recently.

To one who has been in the South for awhile,

among small congregations, and other things not as

encouraging as might be, it is quite a relief and a

source of much enjoyment, to meet the Father's

children in such large congregations.

We attended the feast at my old home church, in

Floyd County, Va., formerly known as the Brick

church, but now called the Topeko church. The
Brethren have erected a new building, which is

quite an improvement. I never tried to preach in

house that was so easy to speak in as this one.

This congregation is presided over by elders H.
P. Hylton, J. H. Slusher and Harvey Weddle. The
former is over seventy-five years old and weighs

nearly three hundred pounds. He is quite active,

considering his weight and age. Bro. Slusher is

still older and has been confined to his room for
more than a year. Bro. Weddle is the younger,
but a large share of the work falls on him.
There was a large attendance at the feast, but the

order was not so good. One week later I enjoyed
a feast with the Red Oak church. This is presided
over by Eld. W. H. Naff, assisted by Eld. Samuel
Spangler. The feast was very well attended and
quite enjoyable. We also attended the feast at the
Union church. In days gone by it was our happy
privilege to baptize a number of these members,
but it was our first opportunity to attend a love
feast here. It was a very pleasant meeting indeed!
The church is presided over by Eld. Joseph Hyl-
ton, but, on account of afflictions, he was not able
to attend the feast. He has some promising breth-
ren as co-laborers.

In Floyd County there are nearly one thousand
members, but a large majority of them have never
felt the importance of being aggressive in the Mas-
ter's cause. I am sorry to say I saw but few Gos-
pel Messbncebs among them, and I remember of
but one Brethren's Sunday school in the County,

is a great field for young talent,

vas also my privilege to attend the feast at

'Hie, Va., in Botetourt County. The weather
lclement, which prevented many from attend-
This is one of Virginia's flourishing church-
t is the home of Eld. B. F. Moomaw, so widely
n through the Brotherhood. Our associations,

with him and the Father's children here, were very
pleasant.

After spending a few days in this congregation,
was conveyed by Bro. Moomaw to Roanoke City,

where I tried to point out the right way to the peo-
ple.

Before leaving Daleville we were shown through
the large new school building, which is being erect-

id by the Brethren at that place. The school is

very promising.

We were permitted to visit some of the churches
Tennessee and attend the District Meeting at

mestone, Nov. 5 and 6. This meeting was quite
ill attended, and the business satisfactorily ad-

justed. A number of queries came before, the
meeting, but were soon " laid on the table,"

The missionary cause received attention, which,
we trust, will stir up our District. Eld. Geo. C.

Bowman was Moderator; S. J. Bowman, Reading
Clerk, and P. D. Reed, Writing Clerk. Eld. John
Brubaker was selected to represent the District at

next Annual Meeting.

Nov. 11 I arrived home, where I hope to be able

to work with more energy for the Master. The lit-

tle band of members here are very desirous to

of God, and I must say to their

whit behind some of the

for the spread

knou

ipread the kingd

honor that they L . _

large churches in their contribut

of the Gospel.

Hawthorn, Fla.

THE AIT. PERRY DEBATE.

BY SAMUEL ORR.

Thb discussion began on the morning of Oct. 12,

with a large attendance, which v/as not altogether

local, many having come from various points of the
State.

The first proposition discussed was, "The Scrip-

tures Teach that Trine Immersion was the Apos.
tolic Mode of Baptism." Bro. Leckrone affirms

Eld. Martin denies.

The debate was spirited from the beginning.

The first argument of the affirmative was based

upon a discrimination in the use of the words baft)

and baplim, in the Old and New Testaments, show-
ing, by quotations, that, when a single action is in-

tended, bap'.o is used, and likewise, baflizo, when a

plurality of actions is intended. In each New Tes-

tament reference to Christian baptism, the frequen-

tative form is found.

The second argument was drawn from the plural-

ty of the Deity. John 14: 24; Matt. 7: 21; John 14:

26. It requires three mental acts to conceive of

the separate offices of the Father, and of the Son,

and of the Holy Ghost,
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The third argument implied that Christians are

in the Father, and in the Son, and in the Holy

Ghost, i John 2: 2.\\ Rom. 8: 9, here?, three separ-

ate acts are required to place them there.

The fourth argument taught that the language of

the commission requires three acts. This was liter-

ally illustrated by the following parallel sentence:

" Go ye therefore and paint my pencil, dipping it

into the cup of the yellow paint, and of the red paint,

and of the green paint " At this point Pro. Leck-

rone offered to submit the proposition, if the op-

ponent would produce one sing'e sentence parallel

to the commission that could be satisfied by one act.

A number of sentenct

they were examined,

that his sentences wer

The fifth argument

speaks of one doctrin

referred to different

oduccd, but , when
ledgedthe opponent

; faulty.

was from Heb. 6: 12 Paul

\ 1, e., one rite. If he had

nodes of baptism, he would

have said, " doctrines " of baptism.

The sxth argument maintained that apostolic

baptism is in (not into) the name of Jesus Christ,

tpi (not eis) upon or by the authority. Acts 2: 38.

Obeying the authority of Christ, we obey the com-

The seventh argument implied that trine immer-

sion fulfills all the requirements of a Scriptural

fcapti-m,

1. It recognizes the trinity of God.

2. It satisfies the language of the Commission,

3. It is a planting in the likeness of Christ's

death,

4. It is a burial. Christ was buried and we arc

buiied, but bo?/ in the likeness of Christ's death.

5. An act of worship, hence a bowing, Ps. 95: 6;

Phil, 2: 10

The eighth argument referred to figurative bap-

tisms,—baptism of suffering-. Matt. 20: 22; Mark
10: 3S. In this baptism Christ lowed three times,

Matt. 26; 39-44; Mark 14: 35-44; Luke 22; 41.

Bro. Leckrone had prepared a large cbarr, show-

ing that trine immersion was the prevailing prac-

tice for the past six centuries.

This array of argument was presented with the

clearest logic, and in the most convincing man-
ner, each argument being so completely fortified,

as to leave no point open for a successful attack.

The negative made but little attempt to establish

single immersion, and totally failed to overthrow

any of the affirmative arguments.

Proposition 2
—

" The Sciiptures Teach that the

Bread and Cup of Communion Cons'itute the

Lord's Supper." Eld Martin affrnu; Bro. Q,
Leckrone denier.

Proposition 3.—"The Scriptures Teach that the

Lord's Supper Should be Taken on the First Day
of each Week." Eld. Martin affirms; Bro. Q. Leck-
rone denies.

Proposition 4—" The Sciiptures Teach that the

Washing of the Saints' Feet is an Ordinance of the

Church of Christ, and Should be Literally Obeyed."
Bro. Q. Leckrone affirms; Eld. Martin denies.

These propositions were discussed in a manner
wholly satisfactory to the Brethren. Upon the

whole the discussion was a decided victory for the

doctrine of the church, and much good may yet
result from it.

Linnville, Ohi->.

THE COMMUNION.

BY JOHN E. MOHLER.

Eating and Drinking Worthily or Unworthily.

Our privileges in Christian life may be so used
as to become either a blesssing to us, or a curse.

The Eucharist is an example of this truth, for

Christ says, "Whoso eateth my flesh, and drink-

eth my blood, hath eternal life" (John 6: 54),
but Paul further says, "Whosoever shall eat this

bread, aad drick Ibis cup of the Lord unworthily,

shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord."

1 Cor. 11: 27. Bath of these quotations have ref-

erence to the bread and wine, as the emblems
of Christ's body and blood, and when we consider

their weight for good or evil with us, it i;

wonder that Paul, in the twenty-eighth verse, i

" Let a man examine himself, and so let him
of that bread, and drink of that cup."

The query, "Am I worthy?" has come to many
a sincere soul, upon the verge of partaking of th>

sacrament, and how many worthy ones have hes

itated to receive it for fear of condemnation

Others there are who concern themselves littl

about their worthiness, and have no realization

of the importance and sanctity of the emblems,
" not discerning the Lord's body."

Man, naturally, is incapable of judging his own
worthiness or unworthiness, for "the heart is de-

ceitful above all things." This was illustrated by

the unworthy Pharisee, who so highly praised his

own virtues (Luke 18; 12); by the boastful church

of Laodicea, which was really "miserable, and
poor, and blind, and naked" (Rev. 3: 17); by the

worthy John the Baptist, who said, " He that com-
eth after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am
not worthy to bear" (Matt. 3: n) (but was n^t

John most worthy?); by the centurion, who sent

for Christ, saying, "Lord, lam not worthy that

thou shouldcst come under my roof" (Matt. 8:8);

but, after all, he was worthy, for Christ said, "I
have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel,"

But if our own judgment is not to be relied up-

on, how may we know whether or not we are

worthy in the sight of God? All Bible examples
of I'lhii vorlh

to the correct answer. When Moses smote the

rock, in the desert of Zia, instead of speaking

to it, as God had commanded (Num. 20: 8), he

thought more of his own ways than of God's

praise, and, because of it, he was not considered

worthy to enter the promised land. When lep-

Naaman looked with contempt upon the in-

structions of the prophet Elijah, because of their

simplicity, he was unworthy, A young man, who,

iraising his own virtues, sought eiernal life, was
nworthy, because he thought more of his riches

han of Christ. Mark 10: 22. God's blessings

/ere taken away from Job when he was "righteous

n his own eyes." Job 32: 1; 40: 2. On the other

and, when Job humbled himself before the Lord,

nd despised his own righteousness, God accept-

:d him as being worthy. Job 40: 4; 42: 6, 9,

When Naaman meekly obeyed the prophet's com-
nd, God blessed him with a cure. 2 Kings 5:

14 The centurior, with the most implicit

faith in Christ, and forgetful of his own commend-
q'a'ities, wcrshiping Christ's very presence,

worthy.

ov, what is the common ground of rejection

hese as well as other cases of unworthiness

before God? It is an exsitxtion rf self, and it

ifests itself in a disposition to seek a com-

promise with G^d, instead of unquestioning obe-

ce. What is the common ground of accept-

: of those who are accounted worthy? It is

the living, supreme purpose expressed by John the

Baptist, when he said, " He (Christ) must increase,

but I must decrease" (John 3:30), and it leads

to a loving, humble, unquestioning obedience to

God's simplest or greatest commands,
Such is the Bible standard of worthiness, and

we are wise if we ponder it well. How do we
approach the table of the Lord to partake of the

sacred emblems of spiritual life? Do we, like

Moses, at the rock in the desert of Zin, think more
of our own ways than of God's ways? Are some
of the commands of God so simple that, Naa-
man-like, we look with contempt upon their ob-

servance? Or have we lived so perfect and up-

right that, like Job, we think we are entitled to

God's favor because of it? Ah, beware! We are

not worthy in the sight of God, and to partake
of the sacred emblems of Christ's body and
blood is to eat and drink damnation to our souls,

and to be guilty of the death of our Lord. Oh,
how many, many people who fain would have
eternal life after their own manner, are guilty of

the death of the Christ! How many look with

contempt upon the ordinances instituted the very

hour, and in connection with the Communion,

despising Christ's words, " Ye should do as I

have done unto you" (John 13: 14, 15), and yet

dare to partake of the holy emblems! How many
seek to serve God in their own way, lightly re-

garding God's way, and yet condemn their sculs

in partaking of the loaf and cup! Hew many
cling to their own riches and worldly posssssions,

when God is calling them, through the church,

to give to his work, and still they will lightly eat

of the emblems that mean so much for good or

evil! How many a Christian professor, living

with a spirit of hatred toward his brother, eateth

and drinketh damnation to his own soull Matt.

5: 22-24, Then, how many are even living ex-

emplary lives and keeping the commandments
blamelessly, who, like Job, look to their own
righteousness as being meritorious, but they are

still unworthy, and cannot afford to eat. of the

Savior's body and blocd!

But, when our highest object in li.'e is to please

God and glorify his Son,—when, like John the Bap.

tist, our highest motive i r , that " He (Christ) must
increase, but I must decrease,"— when no com-

mand is too simple and none too great for us to

gladly obey, when we count all our own righteous-

ness "as filthy rags" (Isa. 64: 6), and depend
wholly upon Christ's righteousness for accept-

ance with God (1 Cor. 1: 30), then we may safely

and joyfully and confidently eat and drink of

Christ's body and blood, in sacred remembrance of

his atonement for our sins.

If all professing Christians were to have a clear,

Gospel idea of what constitutes worthiness or

unworthiness, in the sight of God, and a sense

of the awful consequences of eating and drinking

unworthily, then there would be nothing known
as "open Communion" or "close Communion."
Then, before they would think of taking the sa-

cred emblems, they would cry unto the Lord, " Ob,

God, I will henceforth yield to thy whole will,

and follow thy whole law, and keep all thy com-
mandments, and yield myself entirely unto thee,

to glorify thy Son in obeying all of his blessed

teachings." Then, and then only, can any person

partake of the sacred emblems of eternal lite, and

acceptably "shew the Lord's death till he come."

Warrensburg, Mo.

IN THE CORNFIELD.

A few weeks ago husband and I were busy gath-

ering our corn. On Saturday forenoon we com-

pleted one piece. "Now," said my husband, " we

will not husk this afternoon, as I wish to do some

studying, for I will have to preach twice the next

day."

, in the afternoon, he was quietly seated, rezd-

nd meditating, when it was announced to him

were teams in his field, and, to his great

nine teams and fourteen men
that the

surprise, there

gathering his <

This expi

reciated by us

get, It also sho

labor of the minist;

in the ministry that

gifts as these.

Worthinglon, Minn.

if kindness was very much ap-

is something we never can for-

that the people appreciate the

try. It is only those that arc

fill know how to value such

TIMELY TOPICS.

If we are to commend good wherever we see

it, we cannot help but praise the efforts of the

Salvation Army, in the redeeming of prisoners

and ex-convicts to a better life. Mrs. Booth, in

recent address at Joliet, closed with these words:

We expect to make it possible for every pris-

ner to reform when he leaves here, and we have

itablished homes where he can stay until he

in secure other employment. By God's help

each one may be a true man. This religion, of

which I talk, is no fairy tale; it is real business i
it

takes hold of everyday life, Perhaps you think
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that God is way oS, that you cannot reach hiir.

He is near you, and I want you to feel it Leave
the past and forget ill Look forward, with a brok-
en and contrite heart, to a better life The opal
has all the colors of other jewels reflected, bat
none of its own. Our future lives can reflect the
glory of God as the opal reflects colors. Let us
do something practical. It is the battle that
makes the soldier. Rise up and take a stand for

the rightl " At these words five hundred prison-

ers arose spon'aneously, while Mrs. Booth gave
them advice, first to pray for grace in overcoming
evil habits, and then to consecrate themselves
fully to the service of God. Should not the zeal

and fervcr of the Salvation Army put many of us

to shame, *ho claim greater light and better

knowledge? It is our responsible duty to reclaim

the fallen. Do we do it?

No one in Great Britain is better informed
ars to matters, affecting the social well being of

the people, than Mr. John Burns, A noted news-
paper correspondent from the United Spates re-

cently asked him:

"What is the greatest cause of poverty in England?"
" Drink," was his laconic reply.

"What is the greatest obstacle to the advancement of the

working classes?"

" Drink," he said again.

"What is the reason that the working .classes of Great

Britain are less intelligent, less tidy and less ambitious than

those of the United States?"
" Drink," he again ejaculated.

"What is the greatest incentive to crime and vice among
the working people?"

"Drink."
" Is there any hope for the elevation of the working classes

of your country, to the same standard as those in lite United

States?" I asked.
" Not as long as there is a public house at every cross-

roads in Great Britain," he replied.

uraliz^d Arme

cently six Turks arrived at El!is Island,

York. The inspector happened to be a nat-

I, and the first question he asked

them was: "Do you fuUy believe in the Koran?"
" Of course," was the reply. " Then you will have

to go back to Turkey. You believe in the Koran,

which teaches polygamy. "The immigration laws

say that polygamists cannot be admitted into

the U lited States." The Turks demurred against

the decision, but the inspector was inflexible, and

decided that their professed allegiance to a re-

ligion, embodying polygamy, was sufficient reason

for their exclusion from the United States. It may
be assumed tint for once the Armenian got ahead

of the Turk.

Most of the Messenger readers are familiar

with the doctiine of heredity and the great in-

fluences that may bo exerted upon generations,

yet unborn, by the people of to-day, just as v/e

are all infljenced, more or less, by our ancestors.

Prof. Peelman, of the University of Bonn, Germany,

gives the following: " Frau Ada Jurke, for sixty

years was a resident of the City of Cologne, and

died there about a century ago. She was a con-

firmed profligate, addicted to all debasing vices,

and frequently convicted of crime. She was the

mother of several children, and six generations

of her posterity, numbering altogether 834 persons,

can be traced. The biographies of 709 persons

of this remarkable family have been secured, and

show that io5 were of illegitimate birth; 162 pro-

fessional begoars; 64 died in almshouses; 1S1 wom-
en lived in open shame; ;6 were convicted and im-

prisoned for crime; 7 have been executed for mur-

der. It has cost the state an average of St 2.oco a

year, or a total of Sl.200.coo, to care for the paupers

of this remarkable family, to protect society against

them, and to punish their crimes for ICO years.

—

L. A. PMi.

The most disastrous slorm known in the South-

ern Ocean, in many years, swept over the Philip-

pine Islands in October, killing and drowning 400

Europeans and 6,000 natives. Several towns were

swept away, and millions of dollars worth of prop-

erty destroyed.
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LESSON LlaHT-F LASHES

John's Message About sin and Salvation 1 John

Lesson jor December ig.

Tin sage of John is rather a peculiar otic.

He commences by saying, " That which we have
seen and heard declare we unto you." To sec
and hear is always considered good evidence,
whin it is " fint-handed," as to hearing. We often
hear things that have passed through so many
hands, as to bscome so changed that the truth,

as it first started, is lost sight of, and we get some-
thing else that is not truth.

But not so it is in this case. This, he says, " we
have seen with our eyes, which we have looked
upon, and our hands have handled." About such
a message there can be no mistake. It is all real

and true,— just as given. The message is this:

" Gcd is I'ght, and in him is no darkness at all."

Light, here represents truth, and darkness, erro-.

So, wherever we find truth, there God is, and
wherever we find error, there darkness and sin is.

But what is our evidence that we are walking
in truth, and what is the evidence that we may
be in darkness? Things lhat are as opposite to

each other as is light and darkness, ought to be
essi'y distinguished. He reasons in this way:
If God is light, thin those who walk with him
must also walk in (he lieht, or else there can be

no fellowship, as there is no fellowship between
light and darkness. There cannot be, because
they are oppositcs. As soon as light comes, dark-

ness passes away. This is a very simple state-

ment, and is readily understood by a child.

"But if we ray that we have fellowship with

God, and walk in darkness," we say a very strange

thing,—so strange lhat no one can understand it.

If we were to say that on y esterday we were walk-

ing with a friend in darkness, in the full blaze of

the noonday sun, wh-t would you think about it?

You would say: " No, that cannot be Irue, because

where there is sunlight there cannot be darkness."

Yes, that is rig'it, that is truth.

Does John jay the S3me thing? Let us see. "If
we say lhat we have fellowship wilh him, 3nd walk
in darkness, wc lie, and do not the truth." So
you see that if we walk in darkness, v/e cannot be

walking with God, and this is what John is trying

to teach us. Can we learn it? We should, be-

cause of the simplcness of the teaching.

He says mote about this walking, showing us

that he thought it very important that we should

understand it fully. " But if wc walk in the light

as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with

another." This is not hard to understand. It

means that God is light, and if we walk with God,

we are walking in the light. If you are walking

with God you are walking in the same light, and

therefore we are walking together,—and in walk-

ing together, we have fellowship one with another.

But how are we going to get close enoup.h to

each other that we can walk together, by the

same light? In this way: There is only one true

light, and that is God. So, for us to walk wilh

God v/e must get to him, and as long as we are

sinners we cannot do this. Therefore wc must

get to him by getting away from our sins, Nico-

demus wanted to get to him and walk in this light.

But Christ told him that to do this, he must be

born again. This meant that he must die to sin

and darkness, and become alive to light and truth.

He (John) says: "If we confess our sins, he is

faithful and just to forgive us our sins." When
our sins are gone, we are no more in darkness, but

in the light. We are now new creatures in Christ

Jesus. We have been translated out of the king-

dom of darkness into the kingdom of his dear

Son, which is the kingdom of light, and as we all

get into this kingdom, we all walk by the same

fight, and in fellowship with one another.

But we are not only told how to get into this

fellowship and kingdom of light, but he wants us

to remain there, therefore we have this message:
"My little children, these things write I unto you
that ye sin not." If you have gotten away from
sin and darkness, don't go back to it again. Do
you know of any that have done so? Have you
ever gotten away from the light in which you
started wilh so much joy? If you have, you are
very unfortunate, because it is a bad thing to do.
Itihows that you have yielded to temptation and
gotten back again into the darkness of sin. In
darkness and lin is a very bad place to be, but if

you, through weakness or sore temptation, should
find yourself there, do not give up the good start

which you have made. You have the promise of
one who is willing to help you. Let us again sec
what John says: "And if any man sin, v/e have
an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous. And he is the propitiation for oir
sins." If we repent and turn b,ck to him again,
he will forgiv; us, and restore us into fellowship.

Is not God good? And because of his goodness
wc ought to love and obey him, because, in this

way, " we may know that wc know him, if we keep
his commandments."
Now what do we have? That. God is light.

Not to be in this light is to be in darkness, which
is sin. To get out of this darkness we must cease
from sinning, and do the truth and right. To do
this we have the promise of the help of Jesus, who
died to save us. h b. b.

SERMON OUTLINE.
THE LORD'S PRAYER -Matt. 6: 0.13.

In Three Parts Part Three Dependence.

A man who does not submit to Got, cannot depend upon
him, cannot trust him. Instead of dependence and trust,

there will be doubt and fear,

God never fails the man who submits to him. Submit your
will wholly to God, and taen you can depend upon him, you
can trust him in life and in death, you can trust bim for all

of time nod [or all cf eternity.

I. Upon God.
For the good things of life " Give us this day our

3 For leading and deliverance. " Bring us not into

temptation but deliver us from the evil one."

II. Ui'O.i the Word.
1. To show us how God will "give us this day our daily

2. To teach us what spirit we must show in order to be

forgiven " as we also forgive our debtors,"

3. To show us Tulurc God does lead, and under what con-

ditions he delivers, "Not into temptation . . . from

III. Ui'ON the Church.
J. As God's store-house, as bis bank, aud each child

God's steward. "Give us th's day our daily bread."

2. As God's arbitrator and each member as a peace-

maker. Matt. 181 13-18, " For if ye lorgivc men their

trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive

3. As God's means of directing and leading. The
church says, "Don't ftllow the world in dresv, in

games, in places of arr.ust.mLLt. Dcn't take the

social dram, don't use tobacco," and many other like

things. "Bring us not into temptation but deliver us

from the evil one."

Without these three elements in every prayer that we
pray, we caunot pray aright. We must re-.ieretice, submit to,

and depend upon God, if we worship him.

The three elements are inseparably bound together in ev-

ery true prayer. Take out either element and the other two

will be destroyed. All who reverently submit to God, can de-

pend upon him.

OUR PEAYEB MEETING.
•• REJOICE EVERMORE."- 1 Thess. 5: iti

For Thursday livening, /lee. 16, iSery.

I. Why We Should Rejoice.

1. Enjoined by the Lord. Philpp. 4: 4,

2. It is a blessing promised to us. Ps. 118:15.

3. All can have it in abundance. John 16: 24.

4. It is a result of faithful work. Matt. 25: 2t.

II. How Our Rbjoicing uav be Our Strength.
t. In our religious profession. Is. 51 : 12.

2. In widening the extent of our intluencc. l's. 51

3 In the fiery trial of temptation and alil'dion

4. In the hour of death, Ps. 23: 4.
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I AM THE WAY.*

I cannot sec—
I, child of process— if there lies

An end for me,

Full of repose, full of replies.

I'll not reproach

The way that goes, my feet that SI

Access, approach.

Art Thou, time, way, and wayfai

HENNIUT TROUT.

As we were making our way through the busy

streets of Chicago, a few days ago, I noticed the

word that stands at the head of this article. The
season of the year has arrived when the merchant

and business man feels the necessity of that modern
convenience called a "storm-door," and allow me
to suggest to the child of God, that he put up his

storm-door as a protection against the chilling

bla i Of!

But to our subject. On almost all of the hun-

dreds, or perhaps, thousand?, of these doors, seen in

the greatest city of the West, is the word "Push,"

This is to inform any who may be seeking an en-

trance, that it is only to be obtained by those who
are willing to push. These doors open only to

those who push. It would be folly to stand up in

front of them and pull. They do not open that

way.

So is it in this life. The door to success in any
line of work will open only to him who will push.

But he must push at the door, not simply some-
where or anywhere. Then he must push sufficient-

ly hard to cause the door to move out of his way.
These doors are intended to stand solid against the

winds and storms. He who does not exert more
power than the wind will be compelled to remain
outside and shiver. So, we, on the road to success,

must not depend on what some call luck, or good
fortune, but, depend upon it, we must "push."

True, we may take advantage of the wind and
cause it to help us, yet push we must. Christopher
Columbus, by controlling his sailors, and utilizing

the winds and ocean currents, pushed his way
across the Atlantic, and has left his name in his-

tory, Dr. Nansen has recently done th« same
thing in his journey northward.

The man who attempts to enter these doors just

behind some one else, without doing any pushing
for himself, but relying on the efforts of the one
before him, will have the humiliating experience of

receiving a stroke in his face, the result of the clos-

ing door. It is so much better and more pleasant

to enter by our own efforts. There are a great

many persons expecting success and renown as

result, not of their own efforts, but by the toils of

some one else. Pharaoh's hosts tried that plan at

the Red Sea. The door closed upon them, and the

world knows the result. Ham in covetsd honor

without honest effort. Tti3 door closed against

him, and every one knows the bitter end of his ca-

I said we must push at the door. I wish to em*

phasize this, for there are so many unfortunate ones

pushing at the wrong place. They are trying to

push some one, whom they fancy to be more fortu-

nate than they, out of their way, and manage to se-

cure the coveted place. Absalom became very

anxious to be king, and, in order to reach that am-

bitious height, he began to push his good old father,

David, out of the throne. He succeeded for a time,

but, instead of finding himself on the throne, he

simply pushed his head into the boughs of on oak

tree, and how very unsatisfactory were the results!

Side pushing se'dom or never brings lasting com-

fort. Never, no never, let any of us spend time

d strength pushing our fellow man out of our

way. Either go quietly past him, or else push him

along in front. By pushing Wm. McKinley out of

a senatorial seat into the presidential chair, Marcus

A. Hanna was able to occupy a seat in the Senate,

made vacant by his pushing Mr. McKinley ahead.

If, instead, Mr. Hanna had tried to destroy the in-

fluence of Mr. McKinley, he might have kept him

out of the White House, and have relegated him-

lf to the regions of political obscurity.

On this question of striving to have other men's

labors bestowed to our honor, Paul clearly defines

ic conduct of the Christian by condemning " boast-

g of things without our measure, that is, of other

en's labors," etc. 2 Cor. 10: 15.

One of the best ways to reach the front is by

pushing our brother there. One thing is certain,

that we will never reach the front by dragging our

brother to the rear, for the front is at the other

side of the kingdom. He who pulls his brother

down, will ultimately find himself beneath. This

is like the man that went to the World's Fair with

an over-anxiety to see everything, but who lacked

the necessary wisdom. Soon after entering the

gate he noticed "Exit," j as t above a door, and,

in order to see what the "Exit" might be, he

passed through, only to find himself outside, just

where he had been, but fifty cents poorer. So is

he who pushes at the wrong place, or in the wrong
way.

These were a few of my thoughts as I went in

id out at the "storm-doors," I now leave the

ader to " push."

FROM JUNIATA COLLEQ5, HUNTINGDON, PA.

BY C. C. ELLIS,

There can be but one conclusion from the in-

dications about us here; namely, that the work

at Juniata College is prospering. It should be a

source of gratitude to the church that our schools

are prospering, and especially that they do not

measure their prosperity from the material stand-

point alone. Nay, but that they do measure it,

as we truly believe they all do, by the amount
of spiritual power they can bring to the church

through the lives of those whose better impulses

have been quickened in class-room and chapel.

At present there is in course of erection, on the

college campus, a new building, four stories, of

brick, whose main floor is to be the dining hall,

and whose upper corridors are intended for the

use of the ladies of the college.

The Bible Department has received a new im-

petus by the addition of Bro, Amos H. Haines to

the faculty, and his work along the lines in which

he has so thoroughly prepared himself, is much
appreciated.

Spiritually we have much to be thankful for,

During this term there has been a continued com-

ing of the young people into the Master's fold

This is as it ought to be, There is no reason why
we should wait for a special revival season to be

gin the work of saving souls, nor why we should

neglect to offer special prayer for our unconvert

ed class mate or friend, till urged to do so by the
word or presence of an evangelist. We would
not need so much reviving if the life were mani-
fest in us at all times.

Our Communion season was one of much prof-
it and joy to us alt. Our visiting brethren were
with us acd their counsel and instructions, we
know, have done us good. Especially helpful was
the sermon of Bro. Jas. A. Sell, on Sunday even-
ing.

On Thanksgiving morning we had a most inter-

esting service at the regular chapel hour. After
Bro. H. B. Brumbaugh had opened the exercises

in the usual manner, the proclamation of the Presi-

dent and that of the Governor, were read and we
listened to short talks on such subjects as "The

if Thanksgiving Day," and "The Spirit of

Thanksgiving," by members of the faculty. Sis-

ter Mary N. Quinter read an interesting paper
"Thanksgiving Day in America." Nor did

forget to sing the praise of God, nor to actually

_ e something in token of our gratitude. Then,
too, the few moments of silent prayer, followed

by the repeating of the Lord's Prayer in concert,

most impressive part of the service, The
re in charge of Bro. Swtgart, and we

all felt that it was good for us to be there. Our
attention was called to the fact that we should be
thankful that .we live in a land which not only

permits, but encourages the worship of God,

MISSIONARY DIMES.

BY C. D. HYLTON.

On Christmas Day, 1896, we gave a dime to each
of thirteen chilHren (all members of the church but

two), to invest in some legitimate business, and
urn over the proceeds to the mission work of the

hurch, on Thanksgiving Day.

To-day, after services, they made their report,

which was very interesting. Some had invested in

patent medicine, some in farm products, but the

largest number had invested in poultry, and were
generally most successful. Two little sisters

brought in two dollars each, from their investments.

The whole amounted to S13.50. The Lord had

called one of the little workers up home, but his

dime gained other nine dimes, and it goes to feed

some poor little orphan in India,

Thus we see that even the little members can do

more than the onecent-a-week plan. If our Fra-

ternity in America would do as well as these chil-

dren, next Annual Meeting our Mission Board

could report Sfo.ooo received.

The remaining twelve enter the work again with

renewed energy, and, the Lord willing, they will re-

port next Easter.

Let us encourage all the little ones in the Broth-

erhood, give them a dime, or a chicken to start

with, and we may be surprised at the result. May
God bless the faithful little workers!

Hawthorn, Fla.

WHAT CHILDREN CAN DO?

We organized our Sunday school the first Sun-

day in April, The teacher for class No. 3 gave

nine of his scholars five cents each, to work with

until Christmas, when they would collect it and

sand it to the India sufferers. The teacher for

class No. 2 gave three of her scholars five cents

each, to work with. They then went to work.

Some bought eggs and set hens; some planted po-

tatoes; others planted cabbage and pop-ccrn.

They bought seeds and eggs with their five cents.

When the children began to gather their money
in, their teachers thought there was no need of the

money lying idle so long. They concluded to col-

lect it, and set Nov. 28 to gather in the money.

Class No. 3 gained $15.90, Class No. 2 gained

$3.22. The remainder of the classes donated S2 4^,

making, in all, S21.60,

Dtfiawe, Ohio.
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In China it is estimated that not more than

one man in fifty, and not more than

woman in a thousand, can read a Chi

newspaper.

A Jewish colony of twenty-six familii

said to have been located in Lynn County,

Colo. The colony was put on foot and aided

by a wealthy Jew, residing in San Francis

Not long since a Jew, in New Jersey,

voked the law to restrain a minister from t

lizing his daughter. She had applied for

membership in a Christian church. This is

a strange use to make of law, in this country

in Kansas City the child of a Christian

Scientist took the diphtheria. The parents

refused to employ a physician, but depended

solely on the prayers of the Christian £

tists, The child died, and the judge fined

the father £50 for his unwise conduct.

A QUESTION.

Brother, s ; ster, you hope to reach heaven

through the service you are rendering hi

and the faith you have in him, and the love

you bear to him. Grant it, that you re

entrance at the pearly gates, and your feet

press the golden streets of the New Je

lem, will you enjoy that walk if you :

of

helped to enjoy that wa'k with you, had you

not indifferently neglected the opportunity

or willfully passed it by. You pass into tin

mansions prepared for you from the foiinda

tions of the world, and enjoy all that it i

possible for your soul to enjoy. Will it bi

a perfect home, with perfect enjoyment U

your soul, if you recall that you rendered m
help to any one of your fellows to get then

the spla.

You leave your mansion for a while and go

tip to the throne cf God and there join in thi

hosannas, sung to God and the Lamb. You

heart is overflowing with love and adoratioi

to your Father, that you cast your crowi

down at the foot of the throne. Will that

worship be unalloyed, if you will then recall

that your crown has no stars in it because

in life you made no effort to help others tc

be saved, though you had the means, and a

thousand opportunities?

And when your eyes catch the loving eye

of your Redeemer, you see his pierced hand:

and side, and you begin to appreciate wha

Christ did for you and every other one wh<

lived on earth at the time you lived, and you

recall that though he came to save all, that

he died for all, that he commanded his fol-

lowers to go unto all,—that you made no ef-

fort to help one soul from sin to God, will

your presence before the Master be indeed

absolute sweetness and rest in the sunshine

of his love?

But, you say, no pain or sorrow shall enter

there. Very well. Might it, then, be -~

sible that your very lack of
'

in the

nal welfare of souls in this wc
debar you from entering heaven?

"Must I go and empty-handed,
Must I meet my Savior so?"

God grant that none of those livin

lultiplied opportunities of world-wi

ions to-day, may go before the ji

'ilhout an humble share in the effort

ome soul for Christ! (

THE FAMINE ORPHANS.

After coming home from the relief work in

the villages, preparations were at once made
to gather in a few famine orphan children,

and care for them.

First of all we must thank the dear Breth-

ren for the privilege of starting an orphan-
age, and thank those who have contributed

so liberally to the support of these poor, little

Sept. 23 wc started for Bombay, not know-
ing when or where the children could be se-

cured, but feeling assured the Lord would
direct and give success.

Visiting friends in Bombay, who had taken

famine children, and others who were inter-

ested in rescuing them, I learned of one place

where twenty could be secured. At another

place sixty-eight were wanting support, and
at another were two little sisters, in which
friend Geo. Lambert was much interested.

The latter place was about two hundred and
eighty miles from Bombay, so, with Bro. Sook-

la, who has been helping us since (he famine

work began, this place was visited first.

The missionaries had been informed of our

coming, so the two little girls were being kept,

and another little boy and girl also.

They had filled their mission school and
had these four children, and a few others, still

with them.

As there was no assurance of getting more
children at the next nearest place, where the

sixty-eight were, the time was improved by

visiting two mission stations of the Friends

or Quakers, until the desired in format

could be obtained. Word came in due tir

"Children waiting for you." It was a direct

answer to prayer. It would have been im-

possible to have brought very poor or ema-

ciated children any distance, so wc feel es-

pecially favored by getting these children,

twenty in number, who had been taken and

fed, some one, some two, and others three

months, by the Swedish missionaries. Be-

sides this they were furnished with clothes,

blankets and dishes, had learned to sing a

Tew songs, say the Lord's Prayer and ask a

blessing before meals.

As their language is different from the one

we have learned, it would have been difficult

to have given them instruction like this at

present. Praise the dear Father of the fa-

therless for it all, and for the lessons of trust

and love he has given, in the taking of these

children. His hand has been manifestly in the

work. Another little girl was picked up on

one of the stations. Another was brought

by her mother, to be added to the number,

besides a young widow, who had been taking

care of the twenty children in the mission.

Tuesday, Oct. 12, all were ready to start

for Bulsar, seven hundred and eighty miles.

The first four children were brought to us at

one of the stations on the way. Home was

reached Thursday night, and although there

were some fever patients among us, rill were

allowed to pass quarantine.

A little home has been rented not far from

our own, where all the children are now hap-

pily located. A native Christian and wife

are with them. All are not strong yet from

the effects of the famine. Some have famine-

sore mouth, others bad bowel trouble, others

itch and scrofula, and most all are easy subjects

for fever to prey upon.

However, we believe that with care and

prayer, all these things will soon be at an

end. The Lord is in our midst! Pray that

thgse little children, rescued from famine,

perhaps death, or a life worse than death,

may be brought up a glory and honor to the

name of him who loved us and gave him-

self for us.

A friend, not a member of the church, with

a few school girls, who were Presbyterians,

was the first to send support for two orphan

girls. There are others following. We hope,

in a few months, to have each child supported

ndividually. Write at once to the Secre-

tary, G. B Royer, Mt. Morris, if you want to

share in the good work.

We hope we shall get permission to take,

at least, twenty-five more children before the
great opportunity is lost for securing them,
The Government poorhouses will, no doubt,

be open to the missionaries soon.

There arc many things of interest yet to

tell you, in connection with the bringing of

the famine children, of which you shall hear
later. May the Lord prosper his work in

every land, and use each one of us to the
salvation of many souls!

Bulsar, /ntfia, Oct, 33.

ORPHANAGE NOTES.

veral hymns, which they sing very well.

'e notice a great improvement in their

lices, and now, that the ear is trained, they

1 sum: .mi 1

harmony.

—The hymns are all in Armenian as t<

words, but the tunes are those most de
English Protestantism, We love to hear them
sing hymns to such tunes as "Sun of mj
soul, thou Savior dear," "O for a heart to lovi

my God," "Jesus, I my cross have taken,'

" From Greenland's icy mountains," "O hap

py day that fixed my choice," etc., etc.

—The children have also made progresi

in English. The Lord's Prayer, which here

toforc was said in Armenian, is now said ir

distinct, well-pronounced and articulated

English.

—Another orphan, from Ccasaria, cami

other day. His father was killed during the

massacres. His name is Hagop Abrahai

A younger brother was to come with bin

was stricken down with small-pox the day
Hagop left. He may come yet and join his

brother. They are both Protestants, having,

with Ihcir parents, belonged to the Evangel-

ical Congregational church of Ceasaria.

—Thirteen of our orphans are from the

persecuted districts, so that more than

half are now what we have been accustomed

to call " real " orphans. The remaining

twelve arc children whose parents died nat-

ural deaths. One year with us has done

them much good physically, mentally, moral-

ly, and we trust also spiritually. Several of

them enjoy better health, are more cheerful,

more lively and in better spirits. Several of

them have lost that expression of melancholy,

they had upon their countenances when they

first came from the scenes of the horrible

—We are making slow progress

Armenian language, although the teacher

says, "You are doing wonderfully!" The
is much improvement in the reading, a;

many words, most used in (

have been memorized, but I

seems yet very difficult to us. But it is not

in three months that a language can be ac-

quired, and we must wait until the year is

up, to realize and marvel at our "wonderful

capacities" !

—We rejoice to hear of the safe arrival

of our dtar Bro. Yeremian in free America.

We all miss him very much. Wc trust his

stay among the Brethren will be a most happy

one, and prove beneficial to mind, body, soul

and spirit. He is our young Timothy, our

son in the faith, and we warmly recommend

bim to all the members of our Fraternity.

If he can receive the same privileges and

kindnesses which we received, we shall ex-

pect nothing rnor*-, and be forever grateful!

Smyrna, Asia Minor.

NOTES FROM THE CHICAQO MISSION.

-Our 5 of 1 Clings, now in progress,

is growing in interest. More people are com-

ing out to church and a deeper interest is

felt all around. The members are working

hard and faithfully in the good cause, so al-

so is our dear Eld. Yundt, who is to be com-

mended for his zeal and earnestness, as he

comes to us each night with a message from

God's Word, and, in his earnest manner,

gives both the saint and sinner "his portion

in due season." As an immediate result, the

Lord has touched the hearts of three of our

Sunday school children, who have publicly

announced their intention of uniting with
the people of God, and to whom the ordi-

nance of baptism will be administered. We
feel that others are counting the cost, and we
feel confident that, ere the meetings close,

they will give their hearts to the Master,

We were very much impressed with the

thought in yesterday's sermon that "we must
he converted unto God and not unto men."
How often we hear the expression, "That

:rted 1
" Thos<

:rls." Then watch, for often we find

those thus converted, to be the ones who grow
cold soonest, and fall back in Satan's ranks!

Let us preach Jesus Christ to the sinner, and
allow the preacher to be lost sight of entirely,

in the High Priest, and then our labors will

be effectual.

—Recently a young sister was obliged to

give up her woik here in the training school,

because the amount of work assigned to be

completed in a certain length of time, could

not be accomplished by her, unless she

should slight some of it. She, being conscien-

tious, gave it up. Other young ladies came
and expressed their regret at seeing her

leave, and gave her this recommendation,

"She was too conscientious; if she had not

bad such a good conscience, she could have

stayed," but her keen conscience would not

allow of this, so she came to her teacher and

said she would have to give up. Where arc

the keen consciences of to-day? I fear too

many have become seared! How many of

us would have been strong enough to have

allowed such a little (?) thing to come in our

way and, by it, give up an hmiornble posi-

tion! 0, may we have many more sucli lights

in Chicago and elsewhere, that cannot be

hid under a bushel, but will come out on the

house-tops!

660 Sou/It Ashland Ave , .\'ov, 33.

HOLD THE FORT.

along the line for more

general church work. The missionary move-

ment at home and abroad, has more atten-

tion than it had in past years. The mission-

ary spirit is taking hold of the church with

a better feeling now. One reason is, our peo-

ple arc waking up more to a sense of duty.

Another reason is the commission to "go,"

seemingly, has a stronger hold on the hearts

of the members.

While this movement is all right, I see that

in some places our people are looking too

much away from home, and neglect the home
work. The old churches are too much neg-

lected in some places. Ministers will go out

and let the home work lag. Let us hold the

fort, and not so much neglect the old estab-

lished churches.

I sec another fault in some places. Old

ministers may feel as though the church needs

no help. Ministers who get old and feeble,

lose their strength, and some lose their zeal

for the cause. Wherever there is talent for

a minister, a choice should be held. Young

people, as a rule, love to listen to a young

: tha pla ther.

are no young members. Unc reason is mat

there arc no young ministers to preach, or

superintend a Sunday school. Brethren, let

us turn our attention more to the old, estab-

lished churches. I have seen some old, es-

tablished churches, that have run down in

numbers. Some Brethren's children, who are

out of the church, have been much neglected.

Rally to the standard! " Hold the fort!" Lay

hold on eternal life!

Elkharl, Ind.

REPORT OF BROOKLYN MISSION.
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Bro. S. F. Sanger closed his series of meeting

at York, Pa., with seven accessions.

It will be noticed that our Church Directory

limited to cities of 30,000 population.

Bro. Hiram Forney is engaged in a series <

meetings in the Chapel at Mitford, Ind.

Seven accessions are reported at Anderson, Ind.,

ix by baptism, and one restored to fellowship.

A meeting in the Arten

ty, Pa., closed Nov. 21, wi

ch, Bedford Coun-

t conversions.

Bro. Edward Ruff has his address changed

from North Liberty, Ind., to Bourbon, same State.

Bro. W. M. Howe is now dealing out the Bread

of Life to interested congregations, at Ephrata, Pa.

Bro. J. S. Flory should, until further notice, be

addressed at No. 352 Jackson Boulevard, Chicago,

We announce the change of Bro. W. H. Bowser's

address from Dayton, Ohio, to New Brunswick,

Ind.

Bro. S. Z. Sharp is booked fcr a Bible Normal at

Sabetha, Kans., commencing Dec. 25, and continu-

ing during the Holidays.

A number of accessions are reported at Neosho

and Parsons, Kans., as the result of several meet-

ings, held by Bro. C. S. Garber,

On Thanksgiving D*y the Brethren of the County

Line church, Allen Co , Ohio, closed a series of

meetings, with eight

Monday w
office. Jt

that amount of bi

253 letters at the Mes-
all task to dispose of

ie day.

Bro. L. T. Holsinger and wife are spending

some time at Barstow, Tex. We have not learned

when they will return to their home in Indiana.

On Thanksgiving the Brethren at Sabetha, Kans.,

raised SSo for the India and Smyrna Orphanages.

This shows what people can do when they have a

will.

Some of the articles in this issue were intended

for the Doctrinal number, but were crowded out.

We have a few others of the same class, that will

appear soon.

' In the new Almanac Bro. S. R. Zug's addr.

Elizabethtown, Pa. It should be Mastersor

His correspondents should make a note of this

See on next to the last page of this issue what

some people have to say about our Premium Bible.

Everybody seems to have a good word to say for it.

Our missionaries reached Port Said, Egypt, Nov.

17, in good health. At that point they separate a

few months, part of them going on to India, and

the others to Palestine.

Bro. John Rowland writes that Bro. W. W.
Wine is in the midst of an interesting series of

meetings at the Long Meadow house, in the Beaver

Creek congregation, Va,

Bro. Dorsey Hodgden writes us that he has just

closed a week's meetings in the Ogan's Creek

church, Ind., with four accessions. His next meet-

ing will be at Gravelton.

A special Bible Term will be held in the West
Nimishillen church, Stark County, Ohio, beginning

Dec. 23 and closing Jan, 1, iS,8. For particulars

write S. J. Holl, New Berlin, Ohio.

Next week we shall mail our Christmas issue.

)ur patrons will find it one of the best Christmas

sues we have yet published. It will be well filled

'ith most appropriate reading matter.

Bro I. D. Parker has just returned from Lake

Charles, La. He accompanied his wife and a few

of the members from Indiana to that part of the

South. Sister Parker remains at Lake Charles.

We have a very interesting communication from

Bro. Fercken that will appear next week if we can

possibly find room for it. He reports four appli-

cants for membership, and feels greatly encouraged— - hi s work.

We are just in receipt of the Minutes of the Dis-

trict Meeting of the First District of West Virginia,

which was held Oct. 15 and 16, Bro. Jeremiah

Thomas is to represent the D.strict on the Stand-

ing Committee.

We can fill no more orders for the Doctrinal

Outlines, published by the Mt. Morris College.

The edition is exhausted, and we learn that no

more will be printed until after the close of the

coming Special Bible Term.

We still have on hand copies of the Doctrinal

Number. Those wishing copies for distribution,

will write us, stating how many they can make a

good use of. We will send them out for this pur-

pose as long as we have them to spare.

In this issue a preacher's wife tells how the

neighbors invaded their cornfield while her hus-

band was preparing his sermon. That is the kind

of neighbors for earnest and hard-working preach-

ers to have. Neighbors of that make-up are in de-

Ministers need not feel timid about sending us

us short and early reports of their meetings. Send

the reports, and let us glean the news from them.

If the news happens to be reported by some one

else, it will be all right; if not, then we can make
use of it.

Bro. M. M. Eshelman writes us that the Bible

School and Missionary Meetings in Los Angeles,

Cat., closed Nov. 28 with a glorious feast, there

being about seventy-five members around the tables.

Bro. Andrew Hutchison continues the meetings,

with an excellent interest.

The "Juniata Lectures," by Bro. M. G. Brum-
baugh, on the book of Ruth, and same other parts

of the Bible, may now be had for £0 cents. It is a

work of great merit, and would make an excellent

Christmas present. The book ought to be widely

read, by the young people, especially.

There is to be a feast held in the Upper Still-

water church, Ohio, Dec. 25, commencing at 2

P. M We received the notice too late to insert

it elsewhere, hence make mention of it here.

During a recent series of meetings in the Missis-

sinewa church, Ind , Bro. W. R. Deeter preached

twenty-five sermons. Five were received into the

church, four by baptism, and one restored to fellow-

ship.

Writing to this office, a correspondent suggests

that heaven is a land of hvr, and that the lines

might well be changed to

" land of lave for thee I sigh."

The suggestion" is fu'l of meaning,

It is, t, of course, all right for young men to see vis-

ions, and old men to dream dreams, but it may not

be wise to publish them. This will account for

some carefully-written-out dreams not appearing in

our columns. Those who have sent some of this

class of matter to our office, will understand this

Prof. J. W. McGarvey, in a recent address, says,

that, should he meet one of these men, claiming to

have received new truths from heaven, he would
ask him to write one of them down, and then

he would examine it, and he felt certain that he
would either find it an old truth or a new lie.

Some one writes to know whether a sister has a

right to lead a prayer meeting. Most assuredly

she has. For many years sisters have been taking

their turns, with the brethren, leading the prayer

meetings in Mount Morris. Encourage the sisters

to lead these services. They often make the very

best of leaders.

Last week we received two reports of meetings,

too old to be news to any of our readers. One was
written more than forty days after the feast to

which it refer*, and the other one gives an account

of a meeting held in September. Correspondents

should not be so slow about sending in the re-

parts of their meetings.

The Peace Associations in Europe and America
have agreed to observe Dec. 19, the Sabbath before

Christmas, as " Peace Sunday," and request minis-

ters of the Gospel of all denominations, to preach

on peace and arbitration on that day. Those who
desire literature on the subject, can be supplied free

of charge, by addressing Daniel Hill, Richmond,
Ind.

Bro. Edmund Forney and wife left here last

week for Lordsburg, Cal. The family is now repre-

sented on both sides of the globe. One son, D. L ,

is in India, a son and daughter here at the Mount,

one daughter is at work in the Chicago Mission,

and another son, a minister, resides in Nebraska.

It is a family on which the sun never sets during

the summer season.

The Ottawa (Kansas) Republican publishes an

interesting report of the meetings, recently held by

the Brethren at that place. We clip the following:

Sunday night, as the evening shades were (fathering and the

lights began to peer into the mist and twilight from many
happy homes, a crowd began to gather on the river bank
down on Hickory Street. There was a train of conveyances

from bank lo bank, across the ford. There was a few mo-

ments of expectant wailing and silent preparation, and then

one of the groops began to sing "Rock of Ages." When
there was a silence among the people, a clear voice called to

prayer. If you had witnessed the scene you would probably

have been reminded cf the scene on the banks of the Jordan,

where John the Baptist preached to ths eager multitudes the

baptism of repentance for the remission of sins. After prayer

Prof. A. C. Wieand, the evangelist at the Dunker church on

Eighth Street, led several applicants, one by one, down into

the river, and, after they had solemnly vowed their faith in

Christ and their purpose of heart to renounce Satan and sin

and live faithful until death, the administrator said, " Upon
this, thy confession of faith before God and these witnesses,

thou art baptized, for the remission of s'ns, into the name of

the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost," and im-

mersed the candidate three separate limes,—once at the men-
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One of our agents in Middle Indiana writes us
that we will, this year, receive from his locality the
largest list of subscribers for the Messenger, ever
before known in the history of the paper. This
agent is at work, and so are scores of others, and
the outlook is gratifying.

We again call special altention to our Premium
Bible offer on next to the last page of this issue.

This Bible is giving general satisfaction wherever
seen. Especially ought this offer be made known
to those who are not now reading the paper. By
so doing, thousands of new subscribers might be
obtained.

Bro. Fercken, writing from Smyrna, says, that

the people in that part of Asia Minor are becoming
more interested in the doctrine of our church, that

more are attending the church services, and that

the work is in a prosperous condition. He also

states, that if the attendance continues to increase,

the present quarters will, in time, be too small

for the congregations. Wc are always glad to re-

ceive hopeful news, like this, from our missionaries.

All told, there are probably not more than thir-

ty-five members at Hawthorn, Keuka, and Winter

Haven, Fla., and yet their Thanksgiving offering,

received at this office, foots up to S38.65, or more

than one dollar to the member. If there is any

church in the Brotherhood that can beat that for

liberality, we would like to hear from it. Remem-
ber, that it is all right to provoke one another to

love and good works, and that is the purpose of

this item.

One of our ministers, who has not been charge-

able to his congregation in any sense, as is the case

with most of them, writes us that, since hh congre-

gation has been receiving their preaching free dur-

ing the year, he will ask them for a liberal donation

for the mission cause, and for that purpose propos-

es to take up a collection. That is right. Congre-

gations that do not have to spend much for the

Gospel for themselves, ought to respond very liber-

ally to the calls for mission funds.

One of our aged deacon brethren tells how he

used to do in by-gone days, when it was customary

to feed all the people who came to meeting. He
says he would get up at or near midnight, and,

with others, drive several miles to the place of

meeting, then work hard all day, and far into the

next night and another day, in order that the peo-

ple might be provided for. True, the people now

say they had glorious times in those days, but they

do not think at whose expense the glorious times

were had. Somebody had to do the work, so says

our aged deacon, and then some others enjoyed it.

He, with others, thinks we have made some im-

provement along this line.

rill beforeThe following deferred papi

the next Annual Meeting:

The New Testament teaches:

1. That a divorce cannot be obtained except "for the cause

of fornication." Matt. 5: 32.

2. That " whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for

fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery,"

Matt, 19: 0.

We therefore decide that no divorced person, having mar-

ried again while a former companion is living, can be re-

ceived into the church, or held as a member, unless it can be

clearly shown that said companion was put away because of

theAll the churches are hereby urged to exerci

care in applying this decision in all cases of divorce, and to

do everything possible to uphold and maintain the sacredness

and purity of the marriage relation.

It has been urged that we publish a few strong

articles on both sides of this question. This we

have decided to do in February, in a special issue.

The articles must reach us not later than Feb. 1, and

each writer will be limited to 1,500 words. It is use-

less to send communications containing more than

this number of words, as they will not be consid-

ered. From the articles sect us, we shall select a

number of the best, an equal amount on both sides,

as near as possible, and give all of them in one is-

We now have on hand a good supply of excel-

lent manuscript, and will find room for it just as

fast as possible, but, in the meantime, we suggest

that our contributors do not relax their efforts in

preparing and sending us other communications.
Our aim is to keep the Messenger up to the high-

est possible standard, and, for that reason, we want
the very best matter we can procure.

Not long since it was publicly stated, in a meet-
ing, that the demand for the Brethren's Sunday
school QumUrlies is falling off. For the informa-

tion of all our readers, we wish to say that this re-

port is incorrect, and misleading. The demand for

these Sunday school helps is steadily on the in-

crease, and more schools in the Brotherhood used
them the present year, than in any previous year,

and, for the last quarter, we had a greater demand
for Quarterlies than for any fall term in the history

ofour publishing business. This shows that these

helps are giving good satisfaction.

A correspondent, writing to this office thinks he
is now prepared to settle a disputed point. He
says that the Holy Ghost has made it clear to him
that backward immersion is the only true mode of

baptism. This reminds us of the woman who said

that the Lord had revealed it unto her thai; feet-

washing, as mentioned in John 13, was not bind-

ing upon the followers of Christ. It does not oc-

cur to some, who will not heed the truth, that God
may, now and then, "send them strong delusions,

that they should believe a lie," and in the end
"that they all might be damned." 2 Thess. 2: 11,

12. This is the result of deliberately ignoring the

Truth. As for backward immersion, it was not in-

vented until about the year 1522, and the spirit that

says it is the genuine mode must be another than

the Holy Spirit.

We learn that in certain parts of the Brotherhood

efforts are being made to introduce into our Sun-

day schools literature and helps not authorized by

the Brotherhood, This just simply means to crowd

out the Brethren's Quarterlies and other helps,

owned and controlled by the Brethren. The An-

nual Meeting has appointed a Sunday School Ad-

visory Committee, whose duty it is to keep a care-

ful watch over our Sunday school literature, and

this is the class that should be used in all of our

schools. Inside of a few weeks many schools will

order their helps, and an effort should be made to

introduce the literature authorized by the Brother-

hood. Our aim is to have our Sunday school helps

meet all the demands of our people, and we suggest

that it is important that all the schools in the

Brotherhood patronize our own publications. We
will send sample copies for examination to any

school not now using these helps.

THE TIME OF CHANGE.

A few days ago, being present at the eighty-

fifth birthday of a friend and kinsman, we were im-

pressed as we never were before with the thought

of the two lives lived by those who become aged,—

how long we live in the one, and when we change

over to the other,

As we start out in life, the world and everything

is before u?. We live not so much for the present

as for the future. The prospective opens up before

us, and we are hopeful. Some of the things we

look forward tc, with so much expectations, are

mere air-castles, and burst before one can reach

them, but others are real, and we come to them,

enjoy and utilize them, pass them by, and again

reach forward to the next, whatever that may be,

Thus we continue, day after day, and year after

year, until we reach the point where the prospec-

tive, as far as this life is concerned, seems to cease,

and we are made to feel that our active work, what-

ever that may have been, is done.

With a peculiar sadness we lay our weapons and

instruments of toil aside, and begin to think, " What

shall the harvest be?" The interesting thought

vas: " When will or does this hour

come, and what are the feelings

that came to

or day of enc

that come with it? Is it at threescore and ten,

may it be earlier—or later? Is there,—can there

be,—any definite time when this feeling will mani-
fest itself to us?" There can not be,—as much,
very much, depends on how the life has been spent,

and whether the race has been upward or down-
ward.

The more we think about it, the more interesting

the subject becomes. What shall my life be be-

yond the prospective period,—when reaching out

and forward stops, when the beyond becomes misty

and dark? Is it not a serious question? It is

somewhat akin to that experienced by the farmer,

as he closes up the year's work when the last load

of the aftermath has been stowed away in the only
vacant corner in the barn, and the black and for-

bidding clouds flutter down their first showers of

the fleecy snow, to warn him of the approach of

winter, and that the summer is past.

As the labor and toil of the year closes in, the

mind naturally turns to what has been done, and
the retrospect begins. It should be a time of rest,

of peace, and of enjoyment, and will be if the days,

weeks and months have been well utilized. So
should it be of our lives, when we reach the period

when our prospective changes to the retrospective.

But what makes the time of change the more in-

teresting, is the fact that too many of us waste the

seasonable part of our lives, so that, when the time

for change comes, we have nothing back of us that

we can look to with either hope or pleasure. How
sadly seems the thought of old age to those who
get there before a preparation for it has been madel

What an empty retrospect a misspent life must bcl

We have seen both conditions,—those who have

laid aside, for old age, a goodly store, and those

who have squandered life's early and best oppor-

tunities, and have nothing in the future for either

enjoyment or hope.

We have seen those who are supremely happy in

living over again their past lives, and there is only

one kind of living that can give this kind of happi-

ness. A life well spent, a life of purity, honesty

and righteousness, will give fruit after its kind.

If I live the Christ-life, and have joy and peace

in the Holy Ghost to-day, and with it close the for-

ward look, to-morrow will be the retrospect of to-

day. What will it be? Simply living over again

the experience of yesterday, and so it will be with

years, as well as days.

We remember, very welt, an aged father, whose

life, as men measure it, was a long stretch of good

deeds, and after he ceased in active service, be-

cause of the infirmities of age, he commenced liv-

ing over again his past life, and it was a most hap-

py experience. Even while alone, the blessings of

his retrospects were his constant and most enjoya-

ble companions,

But in such retrospects there came also a pros-

pect which reaches out, over and beyond the life

that now is. A recollection of good in the past,

points forward to good in the future. While the

harvest may be partly realized when the work is

done, the real enjoyment of it comes farther on.

So it is with the juan or woman who has lived a

Christian life. Great joy and peace comes at the

period in life when activities cease, but the full fru-

ition and reward comes over on the other side of

the Jordan, in the Eternal City, where these

changes come not, and where the retrospect will be

completely wiped out by the fullness of the glory

that will be.

Dear reader, soon we will reach the line where it

will be night, in which no man can work. Had we

not better be up and doing, while the sun is shin-

ing, and the possibilities of working are still ours?

H, B. b,
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QUERISTS' DEPARTMENT.

Can a sister be in full fellowship when she uses the bicycle

until the world talks unbecomingly about her?—A. S.

She is in full fellowship, of course, but she may

stand in need of some good, motherly advice. The

mothers in Israel have it in their power to greatly

assist those young people who now and then do in-

discreet things. Admonish them kindly and pru-

dently.

Please explain I John 3: 6, " Whosoever abideth in him sin-

neth not: whosoever sinnetb hath not seen him, neither known

him."-/?. G. y.

Reference is here made to continuing in sin, or

living a life of sin. He who abideth in Christ will

not, and cannot live a life of sin, but he who sins

and continues therein, has not so much as seen

Father spiritually, and therefore does not k

him. The best of people will make mistakes, but

the truly-converted man will repent of his sins, get

rid of them and strive for a greater degree of holi-

ness. Such a person will always abide in the Fa-

ther, the Son and the Holy Ghost, and a life of sin

wih him is impossible.

Will you please explain 1 Cor. 10: 8? Were the twenty-

three thousand that fell in one day all single persons, or

does it refer to a spiritual transgression? If so, was it com-

mitted before or after they entered into the service of Cod,'

The reason some of our people desire an explanation through

the Messenger is, that some teacb, only unmarried persons

can commit the above sin.— S. Af, J?,

The twenty-three thousand that fell were doubt-

less both married and single, and the sin they com-

mitted was not wholly spiritual. In 1 Cor, 10: 8

the sin is called " fornication," while in Num. 25: 1

it is called "whoredom." Both terms in these two

citations were doubtless intended to embrace every

phase of unlawful cohabitation. In view of the

pending divorce question, to be considered at the

next Conference, it is deemed proper not to enter

fully into the merits of the subject at this time and

in this department.

Even some of those who believe in trine immersion assert

that John the Baptist baptized by single immersion. Is there

any evidence in support of this idea?—/. M. G.

This view was presented by Wm, Thurman, in

one of his books over twenty years ago. In our

judgment there is no reliable evidence in its sup-

port. In fact, single immersion was not invented

until over three hundrad years after John's time.

In his work on "Infant Baptism," Vol. I, page 578,

Dr. Wall quotes a canon of A. D. 816, bearing on

the subject. The canon reads: "As the Son of

God gave his own example to all believers when he

was thrice dipped in the waters of Jordan; so it is

necessary by order to be kept and used," It was
the opinion of the ancients that John baptized by
trine immersion, and that he baptized Jesus in that

way.

Is it in accordance with our Brotherhood for our Sunday
school officials to go outside and get teachers who belong to

worldly organizations and make no profession, when there is

good matenal in the church and willing to teach?—S. S. IV,

If practicable, all of our Sunday school teachers

should be selected from among the members.
Both wisdom and consistency would so dictate.

In some localities, for the want of competent teach-

ers among the members, this is occasionally diffi-

cult to do. Respecting a matter of this kind, the

superintendent will often find it very helpful to

counsel with the elder having charge of the church.

Please explain the "breastplate of righteousness," found in

Eph. 6: 14.—M. A. Hoover.

In ancient times soldiers wore breastplates for

the protection of the vital part of the body. It was
a special protection to the heart while in battle.

Righteousness means right doing. He who does
what is right in the sight of God will have this pro-

tection that will never fail him in time of need. It

is of so much importance in the Christian warfare that

the apostle compares it to the breastplate worn by
the soldier.

j, H . m.

—* HOME * AND * FAMILY *

WILL THE LIOHTS BE WHITE?

Oft when I feel my engine swerve.

As o'er strange rails we fare,

I strain my eyes around the curve
For what awaits us there.

When swift and free she carries me
Through yards unknown, at night,

I look along the line to see

That all the lamps are while.

A blue light! (rep track) crippled car
The green light signals " slow,"

The red light is a danger light,

The white light, " Let her go."

> Again the open fields we roam,

And when the night is fair,

I gaze up in the starry dome,
And wonder what is there,

For who can speak for those who dwell
Behind the curving sky?

No man has ever lived to tell

Jast what it means to die.

Swift towards life's terminal I trend,

God only knows what's at the end;

I hope the lamps are white.

Selected by C. II \ GutAn

in various ways,

"VAIN AND IDLE WORDS.'

Vain words are such as are empty, worthless,

having no substance, no value or importance.
How true that a man's word is a sign or declara-
tion of his thoughts! So it is with his character.
In a similar manner the Word of God is the mani-
festation of God in terms that we can understand
and learn to know him. Just so a man, by his word
and by his conversation, reveals the contents of his

heart. If we engage in all manner of filthiness and
foolish talking and jesting, which is spoken of in

Eph. 5, or if we give ear to one that engages in

such, and then sanction the same with a hearty
response, or if our conversation is entirely upon
the things of this world, it is very evident that the
piiitof God is not dwelling in us in such a full-

ness of measure as it should.

All worldly things and men's devices, studies

id works about them, are absolutely vain and in-

.fficient to procure satisfaction or happiness.

Vain and idle words are us

sometimes in making expressions that may
smart and cause some one to laugh. By-words or

expressions are added in answering ques-
tions, simply to make that appear more impres-
sive, which should be answered by "yes " or "no."

n Matt. 12: 36 we read, "But I say unto you,
that every idle word that men shall speak, they
shall give an account thereof in the day of judg-

ment." In the following verse we read, "For by
thy words thou sha't be jastified, and by thy words
thou shalt be condemned." This should be suffi-

:nce to prove that vain and idle words
harmony with Holy Writ, and I will ven-

ture to say that not one Sunday school teacher or

perintendent should take the responsibility upon
mself, to teach that vain and idle words are in ac-

irdance with the Word of God. Yet, how many
practice the same, while not engaged in the sacred
duties of the Master!

Is it not absolutely necessary that we, as servants

f the true and living God especially, should bring

ur lives into true accord with the teachings of the

Gospel? Then we may prove to our pupils and
to the world, by our words and actions, that

we are in possession of the spirit of God. The
rid may not read the Bible, but it does read our

liv

In 2 Tim. 2: 15, the Christian is instructed to

tudy to show himself approved unto God,— "a
vorkman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly

dividing the Word of Truth." In the following

it says, "But shun profane and vain bab-

blings, for they will increase unto more ungodli-

ness." Now the question comes, "What would
be the proper course to pursue under existing cir-

cumstances? Where would be the proper place to
begin to discourage such evils?"

My answer is, "In the home." No matter what
your position may be in the family; whether you
are a father or mother, a son or a daughter, may
God help you to realize the importance of using
your influence against such evilsl But how can we
successfully talk that which we do not understand?
Can water rise higher than its fountain? No, nei-

ther can we teach that which we do not understand.
Are you in the fear of the Lord striving to raise

those precious jewels that God has entrusted to
you? Are you setting an example for them, both
in word and in deed, that is worthy of imitation?
Do you use or allow unchaste language tc be used
in your family, or stories rehearsed that have a
tendency to degrade the family circle? The Word
ills us plainly that we shall "let no corrupt com-
lunication proceed out of our mouth. But that
hich is good to the use of edifying, that it may
linister grace unto the hearers." Oh, what a help

one neighbor could bs to another, if each would
teach those in their charge to abstain from vain and
idle words!

There is never a word lost. Even the idle words
have their results. They may be spoken thought-
lessly, and quickly forgotten by the speaker, but
they have entered into the forces of the universe
and Ihey may be

ersmay find the

ik of which v

:es eternally.

1 word is spoken, but it tremble

ndoh-

Ihe

IDg

nd, perhaps, far

may ring upon ou

nportance and the

iur conversation

: is thinking of the

the ternal years, the

s. Can we not realize

'lute necessity of hav-

and holy? Perhaps

ds of the Apostle
James, where he says that Ihe tongu
world of iniquity, and that no man can tame the

tongue. It is an unruly evil full of deadly poison,"

"and out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing

and cursing." But mark, he says, "These things

ought not so to be." Let us bear in mind that the

apostle does not say that God cannot tame the

tongue, Oh, what a comforting thought that God
is able and willing to do for us that v/hich we can
not do, neither can we cleanse ourselves, no more
tban I could cleanse a stream of water by throw-
ing out sticks and rubbish that were started down
the stream by some cattle farther up. But how
quickly the stream would be cleansed if I w?re to

drive out the stock and remove the cause!

Then, how necessary that the civse of these

evils be removed! Since it is evident that a

cause always precedes an effect, the cause of evil

must be removed. The Word teaches us that where
our treasure is there our heart is also; and that

out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, and from
the abundance of the heait the mouth speaketh.
Thus we find that the fountain of it all comes from
an impure heart.

Have we been cleansed from these evil desires

that hold us back from enjoying the blessedness of

a higher life in Christ Jesus, or have we simply
been polishing the outside? Should there be a

stain on the inside of a window pane, you might
rub on the outside for hours, and yet fail to remove
the stain. Many may strive to abstain from vain

and idle words and to clean se the soul frcm its

>tains by washing in tears of sorrow, and making
good resolves, but still the c Dnrciousness of it is

not removed, because it is n the inside, where
nothing but the blood of Jesus can cleanse it. God
alone can cleanse the inside. Thank God for his

cleansing power, and that he i s able to deliver us

rom these evil desires!

GUrford, Ohio.

Not so Many.—A fond grandmother tells the

following story of a grandchild: An aunt was talk-

ing to her of God's laws and of obeying them,
when the child surprised them by saying, "Well, it

is a great deal easier to obey God's laws than it is

grandma's,—she has so many."
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From McClure, Ohio.

Oct. 30 we held our Communion meeting. About
one hundred members were with us. It was much
regretted that there was not enough room for all

the members to commune. The services passed

off very pleasantly.

This is a mission point in Northwestern Ohio,

and this was the first Communion ever held here.

Some said they never saw the ordinances held in

this way, and others could hardly believe that these

ordinances are in the Scriptures, One man c

to us the next morning and wanted to know where

we got the Scripture for fettwashing. He had

gone home that evening and told his wife (who was

not at the meeting) that we washed one another's

feet and also read the Scriptures whore it was com-

manded. His wife contended that it was not in the

Bible. He went to look for it but could not find

it. She then told her husband to go to church and

ask one of those preachers where to find it. Of

course I told him.

It had been announced before that a series of

meetings would follow, but being disappointed by

the one who was to do the preaching, we continued

the meetings till the evening of Nov. 10 and then

closed. Two requested to be received into the

church in the near future.

During the Communion services and for two

evenings afterwards, Sister Cora Miller, of Holmes

County, Ohio, was with us and assisted much in

the song service. Sister Miller should be kept

constantly among our people as an instructor in

music. G. W. Sellers.

Hewy Co., Ohio, Nov. 13.

Bro. Ellis's sermons on Saturday night and Sun-

day morning were interesting and instructive, He
also talked to the children in Sunday school. His

sermon on Sunday night was for the young peo-

ple,—especially the young men.

Emma A. Replogle.
Nov. 93,

From the Cedar Lake Church, Ind.

Our love feast was Nov. 11. Quite a number of

brethren and sisters communed, including many

from adjoining churches; also eleven ministers.

Eld. I. D. Parker, of Elkhart, efficiated. Next day

we had short talks from several of the ministers,

jwhich were quite edifying. It was the general ver-

dict of all that we had a good meeting.

Next day we held our quarterly council. Our

efficient elder, I. L. Berkey, presided. Eld, I, D.

Parker was also with us. Two of our young

ministers, brethren J. H. Urey and D. E. Hoover,

were forwarded to the second degree. Bro. Park-

er conducted the installation services.

We are having a good Sunday school. We are

using the Brethren's literature, which should be

introduced into all our schools.

At the close of our council Bro, I. D. Parker

gave us a good missionary talk, one calculated to

inspire us to greater work in the direction of mis-

sions. J. H. Elson.

Fed- field Certir, Ind., Nov. 10.

From Jennings, Okla T.

This place is a mission point, which the Mission

Board of Oklahoma has placed in the writer's cate.

I hold three meetings there each month. Nine

members are located here, and others have not yet

presented their letters. Seven of the nine have

been baptized within the last seven months. They
are very anxious to have members to move among
them and help build up the good cause. This is

one of the best openings to build up a church.

Any faithful minister, who could locate here and

look after the Lord's work, -could soon have a large

congregation of members. Some good claims can

be bought cheap. I find Oklahoma one of the

best mission fields I have ever lived in. Any one,

by enclosing stamp and addressing Bro. Thomas
Sutton, Jennings, Okla. T„ can get all needed in-

formation. Bro. Sutton has lately been called to

the ministry and feels the need of help.

Samuel Edgecomb.
Plumb, Okla. T., N, v. 23.

From the New Enterprise Church, Pa.

By request of our authorized correspondent, I

report the meetings, held in this congregation re-

cently. Our Communion, on the evening of Nov.

7, was a very good meeting. The large house was

crowded and room could scarcely be found for all

the communicants. Many members were present

from other congregations. Bro. J. B. Miller, of

Woodbury, officiated. Two were received into the

church by baptism just before the meeting.

The Ministerial -Meeting of the Middle District

of Pennsylvania was held in this church, com-

mencing on Wednesday, Nov. 17, at 1 P. M, and

closing on Friday noon. The meeting was long

looked forward to by many, with fond anticipa-

tion of Christian association and enjoyment, and

in this their hopes were fully realized. About forty

ministers were present, and many other workers

from a distance, who were equally interested. Bro.

Walter Long, of Tyrone, preached a very appro-

priate sermon on the evening of Nov. 16, as a pref-

ace or introduction to this meeting.

The meeting commenced with interest, and con-

tinued throughout each session till the last, Bro

Swigart said, in his response to the address of wel-

come, that " this meeting meant sacrifice and laboi

to this church, and we who come must bring then-

something in return." The sacrifice, if any, is soor

forgotten (love knows no sacrifice) but the gooc

things said, and the inspiration given will mak<

many lives better and the ties of Christian love

stranger. The talks by Sisters Sell and Miller

were interesting, showing what a power back of

the minister his wife may be. Bro. Ellis remained

and preached for us till Sunday night. His sermon

on Friday night would have been a fitting close of

the Ministerial Meeting. Our old brother, Geo.

W. Brumbaugh, closed this meeting in a very im-

pressive manner, singing a hymn from memory,

It seemed to me that youth and age never more fit-

tingly met in the pulpit.

Death of Eld. Geo. W. Lowry.

Eld Geo. W, Lowrv, of Glade, Somerset Co.,

Pa., was born April 17, 1840, and died Oct. 21,

1897, aged 57 years, 6 months and 4 days. The fu-

neral services were held by the writer and Eld. Jo-

siah Berkley, from Dan. 12: 3.

Bro. Lowry was well known throughout our im-

diate Brotherhood. All knew him to be an ex-

cellent brother of a splendid disposition. Well

we say that his life was shaped and patterned

after the Great Master's. In our District and Min-

isterial Meetings he was a noble and helpful work-

He had just shaped his affairs,— just complet-

is beautiful home, where he might enjoy him-

self and have much communion with his Master,

and many pleasant hours with his family and

friends. It was thought that he might spend much

of his time yet in the field, for the church, but we

see that man's ways are not God's ways.

J. F. Dietz,

From Round Mountain, Ark.

Oct. 5 I left my home, en route for Missouri and

Wisconsin. I attended the Communion at Car-

thage, Mo., Oct. 6, and in the Dry Fork chu

Oct. 9. I remained in the Dry Fork church until

Oct. 11, after which I left for Wisconsin. In the

Union depot, at St. Paul, Minn., I met Eld. P. S

Miller, of Roanoke, Va. He had been to Washing-

ton and Idaho.

Next day, Oct. 13, I arrived at Barron, Wis. Oct.

14 I commenced preaching in the Brethren church

there, and continued until Oct. 23. I preached

every night but two, which were rainy nights, and

also on Sunday. Oct 21 I preached the funeral of

Sister Rose, in the M. E. church in Barron. The

Brethren have a good churchhouse, and quite a

number of members are living near by, but their

minister lives eleven miles away, and is getting

old, so they are much in need of a preacher.

Oct. 23 I went to the Irvin Creek church, by way

of Chippewa Falls and Eau Claire. I arrived at

Knapp that same night. I remained in the Irvin

Creek church until Oct. 27, and preached four

times. Here I met with Eld. Samuel Crist.

Thence I left for Missouri. In the evening of Oct.

28 I met Bro. S. D. Katherman, bound for Warrens-

burg, so I went with him, and next day we enjoyed

the love feast in the Mineral Creek church. Oct.

30 we went to Nevada, and enjoyed the feast. We
returned home Nov. 1. Samuel Weimer.

Wyman, Ark., Nov. 14.

togethe:

Now, that your Mission Board has, after much
hard labor, succeeded in putting a missionary into

the field, to labor among the isolated members and
churches in our District, we do hope that our breth-

ren will remember that this does not only require

the labor, toil, and privations of our dear evange-

list, but it involves labor and much thought on the

part of your Mission Board, and cost and expense

to our District, which must be met. Now we do

hope that our dear brethren and sisters will join in

the work, and assist all they can. Let your sincere

petitions go up to our kind, heavenly Father, in be-

half of the work now before us, that, as a result of

this mission work, many precious souls may be

brought from darkness to the light of our dear

Saviorl May all the members of our District join

as one unbroken band, to bear the bur-

lembering the words of our dear Savior,

that it is more blessed to give than to receive, and

that the work may go on unhindered! Remember
the mission treasury, that it may be able to meet all

demands made upon it. Let all lend a helping

hand in the way of helping 00 the work! Send all

funds to Bro. G. Roesch, treasurer of the Mission

Board, at Quinter, [vans., and the Mission Board

will see that the funds are judiciously expended, to

spread the Gospel among the isolated members,

and when we hear of good results,—precious souls

brought to the dear Savior, we can rejoice together.

Philip Landis Sec.

Oiberne, Kant,

A Trip to New York.

Oct. 23 Eld. H. E. Light and self, by direction of

the Mission Board of the Eastern District of Penn-

sylvania, began a series of meetings near Clarence,

N. Y., fifteen miles from Buffalo City. Bro. A. M.

Zug, at whose hospitable home we were kindly en-

tertained for eleven days, is the only member in

that country. We preached each evening in the

schoolhouse, just across the road from his farm

buildings, to interested audiences. The last two

nights were inclement, yet a goodly number came

to hear the word and way of the Lord.

We came away feeling that to such a place the

Lord would have us go and stay for six months, or

a year, or longer, and establish a church, with no

thought of ever leaving the sheep without a shep-

place where a church could

is way. We left these dear

to ever return. Who of my

readers would like to be a convert under such cir-

cumstances? May the Lord bless his people every-

where, especially in isolated places, every one of

which we should consider a mission point, at which

a brother and sister should be stationed, as soon as

possible. Wm. Howe.

Scrgiantsville, N.J., Nov. 13.

herd.
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VIRGINIA.

Barren Ridge.—Nov. n we met in regular quar-

terly council. The attendance was good. Our se-

ries of meetings, to be held by Bro. S. A, Sanger,

will commence Nov. 21. Two have united with the

church here, since our last report.—N. Walter Off-'

man, Nov, 15.

Middle River.—The members of this church held

services Thanksgiving Day. We had rather a

small turnout, but had a good sermon by Bro. C.

M. Brower. Our Thanksgiving offering for mission

work amounted to 321. $5. We also met in coun-

cil Nov. 27, but did not have much business. Bro.

C. M. Brower met with us, and gave us a good ex-

hortation in rrgard to church work.—/. F. Miller,

Kn-'gh'.ly, Va„ Nov. -p.

Woodstock.—The members of this church met

in council at the Valley Pike meetinghouse Nov.

27. Bro. J. P. Zigler was present. He preached at

the Mt. Airy schoolhouse the same evening, and

alsT gave us two good sermons on Sunday.— N. II.

Copp, Toms Brook, Va., Nov, :g.

Greenmotint. — The Brethren of our congrega-

tion held Thanksgiving services in the Mount Zion

and Fairvicw churches. At the last-named place

we had a very appropriate address from Bro.

Isaac C, Myers, followed by our elder, B. Miller.

A scries of meetings will begin at this place Nov.

28. The meeting will be conducted by Eld. George

Wine. Work on our new churchhouse at Green-

mount is be'ng pushed forward rapidly, and we

hope, ere long, to have it ready for services.

Through the kindness of the Antioch Christian

people, we now hold services in their church until

ours is finished.—/. Wiliam Miller, Sivgm Glen,

Rockingham Co , Va., Nov. 26.

Germantown.—On Friday, Nov. 12, a number of

our members attended a love feast at the Pins Hill

church, Pittsylvania County. On Saturday even-

ing we engaged in the usual love feast services.

Good order prevailed. Bro. Lee Angle officiated.

To-day was our regular council. Quite an amount

of business was disposed of pleasantly. Two were

restored to fellowship. One of them had been out-

side of the church for eighteen years. They are

brothers in the flesh.—Henry Ikenberry, Wirtsr, Va„

Nov. 20.
OHIO.

Lower Miami.— Our series of meetings closed

Nov. 23, with two accessions. Bro. A. G. Cross-

white, of Indiana, did Ihe preaching, giving us

eighteen able sermons. Nov. 6 we held our love

feast. Eleven ministers from adjoining congrega-

tions, and two from Indiana, were present, The
attendance was very large. Bro. Divid Hollinger

gave a good discourse on the afternoon preceding

the love feast. Bro. John H. Christian officiated

at the love feast. The next day, in the afternoon

and evening, Bro. John H. Brumbaugh preached

two sermons in Miamisburg, which is in our terri-

tory.—/. 0. Garst, Daytm, Ohio, Nov. 26.

Blanchard. — Bro. Jacob Driver came to this

place Nov. 24, and began preaching. Two were
reclaimed, and th^ee more are ready to come. The
meetings are growing, and more are counting the

cost.—D. R. Prcwant, Nov, 20,

Ludlow Church.—Our quarterly council was held

Nov, 20. Bro. John M, Deeter was with us. Two
letters were received and four given. Our mis-

sionary solicitors raised 850.90 in their recent can-

vass. Bro. Qjinter Calvert is to hold a series of

meetings at the Georgetown house in December,
Bro. John Calvin Bright, at Painter Creek in Janu-
ary, and Bro. D. D. Wine, at Pitsburg, in February.

On Thanksgiving Diy brethren Henry Jones and
Isaac Frantz were with us. The latter gave us a

very interesting and practical address. A collec-

tion was taken to send the Messenger to the poor
members.

—

Levi Minnich, PainUr Creek, Ohio, Nov,

County Line.—Bro. B. F, Honeyman closed an

interesting scries of meetings last evening, Nov. 25,

preaching twenty-four sermons. Eight precious

souls came out on the Lord's side. Others are

near the kingdom. This church has about sixty-

three members. — /, L. Guthrie, Herring, Ohio,

Ncv. 26.

Eagle Creek.—Our church met for Thanksgiving

service? to-day, Bro. D. D. Thomas preached an

appropriate sermon to a large congregation. A
free-will offering was taken, amounting to Sp 20; of

which S3. 70 is for the India Orphanage and fifty

cents for the Washington Mission.

—

Chas. A, Same,

Williamstown, Ohio, Nov. 25,

Canton.—The members here held a Thanksgiv-

ing service Nov. 2j, at the Center meetinghouse.

Ps, 100 was used as a basis for the interesting and

instructive remarks presented. A collection was

taken for missionary work.— Geo. S, Grim, L<uis~

vi'le, Ohio, Nov. 25.

Smithville,—The solicitors of the Northeastern

District of Ohio are hereby notified that all money,

intended for home mission work, must be sent to

D. J. Yutzy, Treasurer, Canton, Ohio. Correspond-

ence should be addressed to A. I. Heestand, Secre-

tary, Smithville, Ohio; T. Hoover, Foreman of

le Mission Board, Chatham, Ohio.—A. I. Hees-

tand, Sec., N v. ;q,

Rome.—Thanksgiving services were held in our

Central meetinghouse Nov. 25. On sccount of the

the attendance was comparatively small. Bro.

Dickey gave us a practical sermon from P.=. 50: 14,

stirring up our pure minds by way of rcmem-

rance," Bro. Deary followed with a few timely re-

latks. Before closing, an opportunity was given to

contribute for the Lord's cause, which resulted in

raising $11.14, — Maggie A, Dickey, Alvzda, Oho,

Nsv. :8.

Fostoria.—The mission at this place is moving

along slowly. Bro, R. Shroyer came to us Nov. 9
and held seventeen meeting?. Though there were

no additions to the church, we know that seed was

sown for a future harvest. The interest grew as

the meetings came to a close.—Annie Roffembirger,

Ncv. 26,
INDIANA.

Muncie.— Our work here is increasing, We have

not yet secured a place for preaching in the City,

but think we can secure a place soon. We have

found thirty eight members in the City, and think

there are more.

—

Geo. L. Stuitbaker, 1011 Eait Ad-

ams Street, Nov. 30.

Wabash.—To-day, at 10: 30 we assembled at the

sanctuary of the Lord for public thanksgiving.

The services were conducted by the home minis-

ters, Eld. N. W. Crumrine and E. S. Brubaker. At
the close of the meeting S5.47 was raised for home
mission work

—

Kittle Hursh, Nov, 25,

Yellow Creek.—The above church held her an-

nual Thanksgiving meeting, at which Bro. Hiram
Roose delivered one of his practical sermons. Ow-
fngto the disagreeable weather, only about one-

fifth of the members were present. A collection

amounting to $5,oS was taken for mission work —
Itvin S, Bums, Wakantsa, Ind., Nov. 2$,

Middletown—Bro, Replogle closed his series of

meetings at Bethel last Sunday night. He began

Nov, 6 and closed the 21st. We had good attend-

ance considering the inclemency of the weather,

part of the time. One dear sister was buried with

Christ in baptism. Bro. Hoover had to leave for

other work before the meeting closed. He is hold-

ing a series of meetings in the Cottage Grove
church, which will last two weeks.

—

Florida J. E,

Green, Nov. 25.

Middle Fork. — Elder Solomon Blickenstaff

preached a Thanksgiving sermon to-day, lo a small,

but attentive congregation. The collection for the

India Mission amounted to $800. Our Sunday
school at Edna Mills is well attended, and the in-

terest good. We trust it may be 3n evergreen

school! Bro. Aaron C. Metzgcr is our Superin-

tendent.—;John E. Metzger, Edna Mills, Ind., Nov. 25.

Fairview.— Our Thanksgiving meeting was con-

ducted by Eld. Jacob Witmcre, of McPhcrson,
Kans., who preached an able discourse to a well-

filled house. The congregation contributed S7.35

as a Thanksgiving offering fcr the India Mission.
—Isaiah Guinn, Hect't, Tifpscanoe Co., Ind., Nov. 2$.

Antioch.—At the old Antioch church, at An-
drews, the old, grey-headed fathers and mother.*,

as well as many young people, came together to

the dedicatory services of their newly-remodeled

churchhouse. For some years past, the Antioch

church has been much neglected, and got out of

repair. Sometime ago Bro. Noah Fisher moved
here, encouraged the members in their good work,

and now (hey have one of the most complete hous-

es of worship to be found anywhere. Such a full

house is seldom found, and a mote attentive audi-

ence never seen. Bro. Fisher preached the dedi-

catory sermon, and will continue in a protracted

meeting. The Andrews brethren are much encour-

aged with the outlook for a prosperous church at

this place.—A. M. T. Miller, N.v. 2$.

Pleasant Dale.—The little band of workers here

met for services on Thanksgiving Day. A collec-

tion was taken and sent to a sister in one of the

northwestern States, as she is greatly in need.

Nov. 27 was our quarterly council, which passed off

very pleasantly. At this meeting we also took up

a collection of S3 20, to be used for home church

expenses.

—

Her.ry J. DUli*g, Ncv 2Q,

Lafayette.— I began meetings in this church on

the evening of Nov. 10, and closed last n'ght, with

good interest. While the membership of the La-

fayette church is small, I find here a band of zeal-

ous workers, and an evergreen Sunday school, with

Bro. Park Baker as Superintendent. I expect to

commence meetings in Frontier, Mich., about Dec,

8. This is at a point where they know but little of

the Brethren's doctrine and are asking for preach-

ing —Danisl S'.ell, Sidney, Ind , Ncv 26.

PENNSYLVANIA.

York.—Bro. S. F. Sanger commenced a series of

meetings Nov. 14 and closed the 28th. During

this time seven dear souls gave their hearts to Je-

sus and were baptized. About t.ooo people wit-

nessed the administration of baptism. We had

baptism both Sundays while cur brother was with

us. Osr meetings were attended very largely. A
few evenings we could scarcely find room to ac-

commodate them. Bro. Joseph Long, of this place,

is leaving us, to hold a series of meetings Dec, 1,

for a few weeks.— W. A. Trimmer, 118 Ncrth Btlvi.

dcre Avenue, Pa,
t
Nov, 18,

Green Spring.—Our Thanksgiving service, though

we are but few in number, was a pleasant one.

Eld. Jacob Hollinger spoke from Ps, 117, followed

by Bro. S. M, Stouffer, who gave an earnest appeal

for mission work. We collected So. 12 for the

work. It would be interesting to know all the

texts that our brethren used Thanksgiving Day,

—

Leah F. Miller, Oakville, Pa , N.v. 27.

Maple Spring.—Bro, E. K. Hostetler, of Po-

cahontas, Pa,, commenced a series of meetings at

this place Nov. 8, and continued until the evening

of Nov. 21. The meetings were well attended,

though the weather was quite unfavorable. Bro,

Hostetler does not shun to declare the Truth in

its puri'y and simplicity.—N, H. Bhvgk, D&v'ds-

ville, Pa , Nov. 25.

Artemas. — The members here met in council

Nov. 2. We had a very pleasant meeting. On Fri-

day evening, Nov, 5, we met for love feast services,

We had with us quite a number of brethren and

sisters from adjoining congregations, among them
several ministering brethren. Bro. Zechariah An-
non, of West Virginia, who commenced a se-

ries of meetings for us, on the evening of Nov. 3,

officiated. The next morning Bro. John Bennett

was ordained to the eldership. Bro. Annon con-

tinued his meetings until Sunday evening, Nov. 2J,

preaching, in all, twenty-one sermons. Seven were

added to the church by baptism.

—

Nancy Lashley,

Ncv. 27.
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ILLINOIS.

Batavia. — Oar series of meetings began Nov.
14, and closed N.w 28, with one applicant for bap-
ti.m. Bro. C. P. Rowland labored for us very ear-

nestly. The members were very much encouraged
and built up — Carre Barkdoll, Warrinkurst, III.,

Niv 30.

Hudson — Bro. J. S. Flory and wife stopped off

with us Nov. 19 and remained until the 30th. Bro.

Flory preached twelve sermons for us, and deliv-

ered one lecture in the M. E. church in Hudson, all

of which were highly appreciated, but, on account

.of dark nights and muddy roads, the services were
not so well attended, as under more favorable con-

ditions.

—

Thos. D. Lyon, Nov. 30.

Barry.—Our council took place Nov. 24. Our
elder, George Cripe, was present. I wish we could

keep Bro. Cripe with us all of the time. Bro.

Cripe, as well as all the ministers, sent to us by the

Mission Board, are a credit to the cause.—Susie
Eliza Mickey, Nov. 28.

Yellow Creek. — The members of the Yellow

Creek congregation convened on Thanksgiving

morning for services. At this meeting a collection

was taken for one of our missions. The afternoon

was spent in council. One of the most interesting

features of I he meeting was the reorganization of

our evergreen Sunday school. Winter does not re

tard our work. — D. J. Blocker, Pearl City, III,

N v 25.

Mansfield,— Oar Communion meeting was held

Nov. 27 in our churchhouse in Mansfield. Part of

the members being isolated from the church, and

the weather unfavorable, not so many were in at-

tendance as anticipated. Forty six members sur-

rounded the Lord's tables. Our elder, D. B. Gib-

son, and Bro. Amos Nickey dealt out the Bread of

Life to us and gave us much encouragement. Bro.

Gibson continues the meetings this week, at night,

an-1 made a pastoral vis it through the day,

—

Bernice

Aikmore, Nov. 29.
KANSAS.

Eden Valley.—We met in council Nov. 27. In

absence of our elder, Bro. Addison Fryfogle presid-

ed over the meeting. Everything passed off

pleasantly.— Thos J. Mi'ler, Seward, Kans , Nov. 29.

Ozawkie. — The Thanksgiving services held in

this church were a feast of good things. A contri-

bution of S) 40 was given by the members, of which

S; 40 was appropriated to mission funds, and S-l.co

to the home poor fund.— //, L. Brammell, N*v. 25.

Osage.—We met for worship on Thanksgiving

Day. Our elder, Bro. Andrew Neh'er, preached for

us. Some of the deacons and other members re-

counted some of the things for which to be thank-

ful. The weather being rather unpleasant, not

many v/ere present. Our collection for the India

sufferers amounted to S3. So, and for the needy here

at home, Si.65. Brethren Robert Edgecomb and

Martin Neher are quite ill at this writing. Both

are past eighty years of age, and have endured

a great many hardships in their life time.

—

Salem

Beery, McCune, Kans , Nov. 2$.

Fort Scott.—Nov. 25 the members of this church

met for Thanksgiving services, conducted by breth-

ren C. S. Garber and John Numer. At the close a

collection of S3 02 was taken up for world- wide mis-

sions. One of our ministers set all Christians a

good example by following out Luke 14; 13

—

Ma-

ry E. Tisdale, Nov. 26.

MARYLAND.

New Windsor.—Bro. P. H. Beery, of Fruitdale,

Ala,, came to us on the evening of Nov. 6, and held

a series of meetings. He preached twenty-four

sermons, addressed the Sunday school of the Pipe

Creek Brethren, and also our Sunday school at

Sams Creek. He also preached a Thanksgiving

sermon at the Pipe Creek church. Bro. Beery gave

some good lessons and did the church much good.

The house was crowded on several evenings.

Three dear sistcs heeded the call of Jesus and

were baptized. Our meetings closed Nov. 25.

—

Ephraim Stopfer, Niv. 29.

OKLAHOMA TERRITORY.

am now visiting the scattered ones of

God's children I find some who are very faithful

and zealous in the service of God. Others feel

they have been too long neglected, and have grown
cold and indifferent. I find in my travels a won-
derful field, and the harvest great and laborers few.

At Guthrie City is a good opening for city mission

work. Some members are there. Who will go?
Who will be like Paul? We have places for scores

of ministers among the isola'ed, and a good open-
ing to work for the colored people. Who wants a

place to work for God?—A. IV. /mtii, N v. 28

Hoyle.—We have just parsed through a refresh-

ing season of meetings, corducted by the home
ministers. Bro, N F. Brubaker is quite new in this

field, but he cheerfully did his part. One was re-

ceived by baptism, and two reclaimed, while many
arc seriously considering their cond.lirr. We were
made to rejoice in a call by B,o. John Wise, and on-

ly regretted that he could not re-main with us long-

er. He gave us one excellent sermon and passed

on home.—EmmutlJ S-niih, Nov. .?j

MISSOURI.

Mineral Creek. — This church met in council

Nov. 27. It was decided to hold a Bible Normal
here during the Holidays, beginning on Monday
morning after Christmas, and continuing through-

out the week. Pro. C E. Arnold, of McPherson,
Kins , will be with us for the work.—D. I. Moh'er,

Leeton, Mo., Nov. 20.

Carthage.—Bro. G W. Len'z came to us Nov. 8

and preached each evening until Nov. 24. The in-

terest was good. We had fair attendance all

through the meetings, but no additions. We be-

lieve, however, that good imprcssiens were made,

We held our quarterly council Nov. 18. It was

agreed to hold an election for a minister. As Eld-

ers Lentz and Fred Culp were present at the coun

cil, we proceeded with the work. The lot fell on

the writer, who was duly installed.

—

Noak Oren,

Nov. 25.

Bro. O. J. Beaver is holding a series

of meetings here. Thi3 is a new mission point.

The meetings are well attended and the interest

good.—/. H. Huffman.

South English.—Our regular quarterly council

convened Nov. 27. Our annual election of solicit-

ors for world-wide and home missions was attended

to. A committee was also elected to visit such as

do not attend council-meetings. They are to try

to get them to attend, and the committee is to

make annual report of their work. We decided to

study 'Doctrinal Outlines," "Outlines on Acts,"

"The Life of Christ," and "Apostolic Journeys"

during our January Bible Term. The school is to

be conducted by home talent. A teacher for each

study was elected. Bro. David Bowman is preach-

ing for us at present.—5. F. Brower, Niv. sg.

TEXAS.

Barstow.—Our traveling company of brethren and

sisters from Indiana and Ohio landed here in safe-

ty Nov. 19. We have now enjoyed two Lord's Day

services, Sunday school and preaching service. On
our promise of being present on Thanksgiving, the

Sunday school Superintendent appointed public ser-

vices in the assembly hall in the court-house, where

all services are held. Eld. L. T. Holsinger and wife,

of North Manchester, Ind., were with us. Togeth-

er we conducted the services. Thirty-three were

present. Maiked attention and order prevailed.

The incoming colony of brethren and sisters are ar-

resting public and favorable attention, and are made

welcome.—L. H. Eby, Niv. 20.

WEST VlRfJINIA.

Eglon.—Nov. 13 the writer, with Bro. Obed
Hamstead, commenced a series of meetings in the

Progressive meetinghouse at Red Oak, We closed

Nov. 21 with good interest. There were three ad-

ditions', with three applicants yet to be immersed,

—John A, Arnold.

Rongh Run.—Bro. Jacob A. Gar'oer came to us
Nov. 12. and remained until Nov. 25. preaching
nineteen sermons, two of them being funerals, and
one a Thanksgiving sermon. Many were deeply
impressed and the members encouraged on their

way Zionward Two were baptized.—A. L. Cook,

Dorcas, Grant Co., W. Va., Nov. 26.

ARKANSAS.

Round Mountain.—Nov. 10 Bro. Wm. Harvey
commenced a series of meetings. Next day we
held our Communion meeting. We had a good
meeting. These feasts are food for the saint. The
meetings were continued until Nov. 21, Eld. Har-
vey doing the preaching. Two rainy nights in suc-

cession affected the interest of the meeting for

awhile. The meetings did us much good. To day
we had a Thanksgiving meeting.—Samuel Weimer,
IVyman, Ark , Nov. 26.

OREGON.

Rogue River.—We held our Thanksgiving meet-
ing at falent, yesterday. We had services in both
forenoon and afternoon. We had a missionary ser-

mon in the afternoon. Our collection amounted to

S10.lt), allotting S3.08 to the Smyrna Orphanage;
S3 08 to the India Orphanage, and S4 40 to world-
wide missions. We have four to eight meetings
each Sunday.

—

David Brovjer, Niv. 26.

TENNESSEE.

New Hope.—On Saturday, Nov. 20, I went to

Pine Grove, a place about fifteen miles from
here, where we have a monthly appointment, I

preached on Saturday night and on Sunday at n
o'clock in the schoolhouse. We have one brother

and three or four sisters at this place. Many of

'he people are non-professors, but seem to like our
doctrine. I think this would be a good place for

some mission work. On Sunday I was met by Bro.

Peter Bashor and wife, who took me about seven
miles to Liberty Hill, where I preached in the

Methodist church at night. We have, besides Bro.

Bashor and wife, two or three other members at

this place. They have not had preaching by the

Brethren for more than a year.—/. IV, Lovegrove,

Telford, Washington Co., Tenn , Nov. 26.

WISCONSIN.

Washburn County.—We have learned of three

members near the Namekagon River, and have

been doing some missionary work. Eld. E. Bow-
man came to see us, as we are within the limits of

the Barron church. Two more were baptized Nov.

24. Several more are almost persuaded. We ex-

pect Bro. C. P. Rowland in January, when we hope

to report a number more, and, perhaps, a new or-

ganization, — E. Frances Atuood, Spooner, Wis.,

Nov. 26.

Spooner.—A good deal of Government land is

still to be had here for the taking, there being a

charge for necessary papers only. Land is sandy

loam and timbered. Fish, game, deer, etc., abound.

We are able to earn a dollar any time of the year,

but those who come must expect a long, hard pull

in making a home. We hope to build a church-

house in the spring.

—

E. Francis Atwcol, Nov. 26.

NORTH CAROLINA.

Lagrange.—We organized our little church on

Saturday night before the third Sunday in No-

vember. There are eleven members in all. We
held our love feast also. It is our intention to

show forth the apostolic form of doctrine. With
God's help I trust that the pure light will still con-

tinue to shine, and I will, ere long, be able to send

more glorious news.

—

Louis Foss, Nov. 29.

Oakgrove Church.—We met in quarterly council

Nov. 20. All business passed off with a loving

spirit. It was thought expedient to make this a

missionary church. A collection was taken, which

resulted in raising Si. 10 for world-wide missions.

The writer was chosen as correspondent and agent

for the Messenger.—Abel M. Wimtr, Grayson, La.,

Nov. 2j.
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->OUR * BOOK » TABLE-

The Ladies Home Journal, for December,

which, by the way, is the Christmas number, is

a delightful issue, [til wonderful how much

be thus collected and sold for ten cents. We
nre especially interested in ibe " Inner Experi-

ences of a Cabinet Member's Wife," the first

paper of which appears in this issue. The

writer relates her experiences in Washingti

official society, in a real fascinating manm
By reading these letters one can see that it

not all honey, amnng the upper classes, and it

is good for a great many people to knot

things that may, in this way, be learned,

real pleasant entertainment, the Home Journal

is hard to excel. Curtis Publishing Co., Phila

delphia.

-*- MATRIMONIAL-^-^
together, lot not

BERKEYPILE-BENNETT.—By the

er, at his residence in Indiana County, Pa,

Oct. 7, 1807, Mr. Wellington C. Bcrkeypile

aod Miss Maggie B. Bennett.

Joseph Holsopplk.

GREENE—STRICKLER.—At the horn

of the bride's parents, by the undersigned, M
Frank S. Greene, of Herington, Kans., an

Sister Anna M. Stickler, of Ramona, Kans.

C. E. Arnold.

FALLEN * ASLEEP ...

MICHAEL.—In the Middle Fork church,

Clinton County, Ind., Nov. 3, 1897, of typhoid

fever, Bro. Daniel M. Michael, aged 25 years,

1 month and 20 days. He was baptized the

day before he died. He leaves a wife and two

children. Funeral services by Eld. Solomon

Blickenstaff, from John 11: 25.

John E. Metzger.

EVANS—In the Kaskaskia church. 111.,

Nov. 14, 1807, oflung fever, Bro. Marion Ev-

ans, aged.|t years and 21 days. Deceased was

raised in this County, united with the Brethren

1 llilli h :. 1 !
i-. .!• 1 li ( lull In tin: deacon's

office a few years later. A few days before his

spirit took its llii?ht. lie was anointed. He
leav .il.li. One

1

ion and eight children preceded hii

spn-jl land. Services by the writer, from James

5: 14," What is your life?"

WILK1S0N—In the Kaskaskia church,

Fayette Co., 111., Nov. 5, 1897, of lung fever,

Bro. George W. Wilkison, aged 63 years, 7
months and 20 days. He was bom and raised

in Pennsylvania, but spent a part of his life in

Fulton and Schuyler Counties, III. There he

united with the Brethren church, and in 1889

he moved to this place, where he closed his

peaceful life. He was never married. Servi-

ces by the writer, assisted by L!ro. D. T. Wag-
ner. Granville Nevikger.

McBRIDE.—At the home of her daughter,

in Illinois, Nov. 3, 1897, Sister Mary M. Mc-
Bride, aged 64 years, 3 months and 12 days

Her remains were brought to her old home,
near Jefferson, Clinton Co, Ind. Funeral

services by Eld. Isaac Billhimer, from the

words, " We have no abiding city here, but we
seek one to come." She was buried near Col-

fax. John E. Metzger.

VAN1MAN.— In the Bear Creek church,

Ohio, Oct. 15, 1897, Milton Vaniman, aged 17

years, 8 months and 18 days. On Friday even-

ing he rode his father's horse to the black-

smith shop, and, when returning, the horse

became unmanageable, throwing him to the

ground, severely injuring him, so that he died

at two o'clock that night. Milton was the old-

est son of Bro. Samuel and Sister Alice Vani-
man. He leaves lather, mother, three broth-

ers and one sisier. Funeral services by Eld.

J,ohn Smith. Josiah Eby.

HACKENBERG.— In the Burr Oak church,

Kans., Nov. 11, 1S97. Nettie May, twin daugh-
ter of Bro. Wm. and Sister Susan Hackenberg,
aged 3 years, 7 months and 8 days. Little

Nettie came to her death by playfully burning
a weed, setting her clothes on fire, and burning
her so badly that she died next day. Funeral
discourse by Eld. Eli Renner.

Emma
J.

Modlin,

SHOPE.— In the Aughwick church, at Sal

tillo, Huntingdon Co., Pa., Benjamin Shope

aged 78 years, 3 months and 27 days. Ht

leaves a wife (a sister). Funeral services bj

the writer and others from Matt. 7: 7, in tin

M. E. church. Interment in the Saltillo cem

SMITTXE.—In the Aughwick congregation

at Rock Hill, Huntingdon Co., Pa., Harve
5

Blame, son of Brotherand Sister Smittle, aged ^

years, 8 months and 12 days. Funeral occa

sion improved by the writer.

GKISINGER.—In the bounds of the Augh-
wick congregation, Pa., Oct. 25, 1897, of con-

.ipu.
, Mrs. Laura Grisinger, aged y

ed by the wri

R. L,\

KEIM.-At the residence of his dauj

at St. Peters, Chester Co., Pa., of genera

bility, Eld. David Keim, aged 95 years. He
joined the Coventry Brethren church before h

twenty years old, and faithfully served 1

capacity of deacon, minister, and eldci

1 within the last few years, when general

debility kept him from active service. Fie

aves two sons and two danghters. Funeral

rvices by Eld. J. P. Hetric and others. I»-

rment at Coventry Brethren burial ground.

Esther B. Kulp.

REPLOGLE.—In the New Enterprise

church, Pa., Sept. 14, 1S97, Bro. George Rep-

, aged 78 years. He united with the

:h early in life, and lived a faithful broth-

til he was called to his long home. He
s a wife, two sons and three daughters.

ral services conducted by brethren Jno.

B. Miller and C. L. Buck, from Rev. 14:
1

J.

H, A. Buck,

GARDNER.-In the Johnstown congrega-

tion, Pa., Sept. 11, 1897, Sister Matilda Gard-

nfe of Frederick Ganlmr. deceased, aged

77 years, 10 months and 26 days. She was

born in Somerset County, near Stoystown.

Funeral services by Eld. David Hildebrand.

A. J. Strayer.

R1GGLE.—In the Bethel congregation,

Milford, Ind., Nov. 10, 1897, Mary Eve, only

hild of Bro. John and Sister Abbie Kiggle,

aged 10 months and 3 days. Funeral services

by Bro. W. B. Neff.

Chauncey I. Weybright.

COLBERT.—Near Mont Ida, Kans., in the

Cedar Creek congregation, Nov, 15, 1897, Sis-

zzie Colbert, wife of Bro. Jared Colbert,

aged 34 years, 8 months and 20 days. Sister

: was united in marriage to Bro. Jared

Colbert, Sept. 26, 1886. She was afflicted with

:rs for about two years. She has been a

faithful member of the church for many years.

An infant daughter preceded her to the spirit

world. She leaves a husband. Funeral servi-

s by Eld. Jesse Studebaker, from 1 Cor. 15.

Wm. C. Watkins.

BONEBRAKE.—Near Waynesboro, Pa.,

Sept. 23, 1S97, Bro. Lewis A. Bonebrake, aged

3 years and 25 days. Deceased was stricken

ith paralysis about a year previous to his

death. He recovered but slightly from the ef-

fects of the stroke, and other physical infirmi-

.ics united to hasten the end of his earthly ex-

stence. During his sickness he desired the

inointing and Communion services, both of

which afforded him much real enjoyment and
:omfort. Deceased is survived by a widow
and eight children. Funeral by Bro, Jacob
Snider. C. R. Oellig.

COOK.-In the Sabetha church, Kans., Sept.

, 1897, Sister Effie Cook, daughter of W. H.
Cook, and step-daughter of Sister Sarah Cook,

aged 26 years, 2 months and 11 days. She
united with the church last May,—was taken
from her sick bed, and buried with Christ in

baptism. Services by the Brethren, from John
,:2. c. J. Hooper.

MILLER.—In the Weeping Water church,

Cass County, Nebr., Nov. 13, of appendicites,

Miller, son of Bro. and Sister Henry
Miller, age 14 years, 8 months and 9 days.

rat services conducted by Bro. J. Y.

Heckler, assisted by Bro. Beck, of Illinois,

urn 1 Thess. 4: 13- F. A, Keefer.

GANGER.—In Goshen, Ind., Nov. 4, 1897,

Mary, wife of William H. Ganger, aged 26

years, 10 months and 22 days. She leaves a

husband and three children. Her mother
died when she was only aight days old. Fu-

neral services conducted, by the writer.

J. S. Kulp,

CRIPE.—At Stctsom ille. Wis , Oct. 28, 1!

of pneumonia, Martha May, daughter of J

and Elizabeth Cripe, aged 1 year, 3 mo]

and 16 days. S. N. EVERSOLl

STATLER.— In the bounds of the Manvel
church, near Deer Park, Tex., Nov. 19, 1S97,

David W. Statler, aged 59 years, 11 months

and 11 days. Deceased was born in Virginia,

F>ec. 7, 1837, and early in life went to Indiana.

From there he went to Woodford County, 111.,

where he was united in marriage to Sarah E.

Gish. To them were born two sons. They
then moved to Missouri, and several years lat-

er to Kansas, where they raised the remainder

of their family,—three more sons. In 1893 he

emigrated to tiiis State, and located near Ca

penter's Bayou. Bro. Statler and wife united

with the church shortly after their marriag

He called for the elders and was anointed

short time ago. R. G, Gish.

BERKEYPILE — In the Manor congreg

tion, Pa., at the residence of her son-in-la

Mr. Wm. Prugh, Nov. to, 1897, Sister Caroli:

Bcikeypilc, ;iged .\; ye;irs .ind 20 days. Sen
ces in the Disciple church, in Indiana, Pa., 1

the writer, from Rev. 14: 13.

Ho
MAUST.— Iq the Elk Lick congregation,

Somerset Co, Pa., of pleuropneumonia, Bro.

Joseph Maust, aged 71 years, 8 months and 29

days. He was sick only one week. Bro.

Maust had been a faithful member of the

Brethren church for a number of years. Fu-

neral services by the writer, from Eccl. 7: I.

W. A. Gaunt.

ANDES.— In the Pleasant Valley church,

Va , Sept. 10, 1897, Sisier Julia Andes, wife of

Bro. John W. Andes, aged 36 years. Sister

Andes was a consistent member of the Breth-

church for a number of years. She suf-

fered long and intensely, yet she was never

heard to murmur. Several months before her

death she called for the elders, and was anoint-

d. Her funeral was held in the Lebanon
church. Her remains were laid to rest in the

Lebanon cemetery. Services by Eld. Peter

Garbsr, from Heb. 4: 1-7. A. F, Wine.

BERGEV.—At Glencoe, N, Dak., Nov. 8,

1897, of dropsy of the heart, Bro. Henry Ber-

ien., aged 77 years. 7 months and 18 days-

Deceased was born in Bucks County, Pa , Feb.

Sao He leaves an aged widow (a dear

). He was the father of seven children,

three s?ns and four daughters, of whom two

and two daughters yet survive. At the

jf twenty five, he joined the Brethren

church, and lived a consistent Christian life.

The funeral sermon was preached by Eld, L,

H. Ells, Adventist, of B.smarck, N. Dak., from

Tim. 4: 6-8. Joseph N. Roop.

STONEROCK.-In the bounds of the North

Star church, Darke Co., Ohio, Bro. Daniel Stone-

ick, aged 69 years, 4 months and 25 days. Bro.

Stonerock was born in Greene County, Ohio,

[e C2m= to this County with his parents,

here he lived until his death. He was mar-

ed to Mary Puterbaugh. To them ten chil-

ren were born, four sons and six daughters,

wo sons and three daughteis preceded him
) tbc grave. Funeral conducted by brethren

Jerry Kathermao and Abram Brumbaugh.
Emm* Groff.

HARDMAN—In the North Star church,

Darke County, Ohio, Bro. Martin Hardman,
.ged 06 years, I month and 21 days, Bro,

Hardman leaves a wife and eight children to

n his sudden death. With his team he

into the timber lor a load of wood. Not

ling in due time, search was made for

him, and he was found on the grjund dead,

where his team had been hitched, he

having died with heart disease,— seemingly

ithout a struggle. The funeral services were

held in the North Star church, and conducted

by Bro. I. J. Rosenberger. Interment in the

Holsopple cemetery. Emma Ghoff,

GROSNICKLE.—In the Stonelick church,

Clermont County, Ohio, Sept. 26, 1897, Sister

Anna Frances Garrison, wife of Bro. Simon
P, Grosoickle, aged 38 years and 24 days, She

was married April 23, 1879, and became a

nemberofthe Brethren church in 1885. She
ivas the mother of four sons (one of whom died

n infancy), and a baby daughter. As a minis-

ter's wife, she was a loving companion, and a

great worker in the Sunday school and church.

Funeral services at the M. E. church, at Eden-
Ohio, Sept. 28, by Brethren Allen Ocker-

and Bartley Landls, of Highland County.

Anna Lesh,

NEAL.-InthcEel River church. Koscios-

ko County, Ind., Oct. 28, 1897, of consumption,

Sister Bertha Estella Neal, aged 17 years, 10

months and 21 days. She was born in Miami
County, Ohio, Dec. 7, 1879, She was aa ear-

nest Sunday school worker, ?nd a devoted

member of the church. Funeral services by
Samuel Leckroae, assisted by Gabriel Ulrey,

from John 13: 36. Martha Lbckrone.

NEHR.— In the Ludlow church, Darke
Ciunty, Ohio, Nov. 5, 1897, of tic douloureux,

or trefacial neuralgia, Bro. John S. Nehr, aged

41 years, 5 months aud 1 day. He was born

near West Charleston, Ohio, June 4, 1S56, and
united with the Brethren church at about

nineteen years of age. June 27, 1884, he waa
married to Sarah E. Shellaberger, who, with

her now deceased companion, has labored ear-

nestly and faithfully for the Master. For the

past five years Bro. Nehr has -very credita-

bly filled the cftice of deacon, always being

ready to perform any known duty. For seven

successive years he has been a Sunday schotl

superintendent, having charge cf two large

schools a part of the time. The funeral was
preached by our elders, Tobias Kccider, Jesse

Stutsman, and David Hollinger, of North

Manchester, Ind., from Rev. 21: 1-7. Inter-

ment in the Newcomer cemetery. He leaves

oble companion and three adopted chil-

dren. Livi M'NHICH.

MUMMERT.—Near East Berlin, Pa., Oct.

, 1897, Bro, Joha D. Mummert, aged about 72

:ars, Services at the Mummert meeting-

house, by the home ministers.

BOSSERMAN.—In East Berlin, Pa., Oct.

19, 1897, Sister Sarah, wife of Samuel Bosser-

an, aged about sixty-four years. Services at

e same place, by the horn; minister...

Mary K. Bakbr.

LEHMAN.—In the P.aiiie View church

organ County, Mo., Nov. 9, 1897, Sisier Eliza-

beth Lehman, aged about 75 years. Her
maiden name was Wingard. Sh; was born

aod raised in Pennsylvania, She was married

ro. Peter C. Lehman. Soon after their

marriage they united with the Brethren

church, A number of years ago they moved
to Missouri, where they have since resided.

Ten children were born to this union, all of

whom are memb'rs of the Brethren church.

Of her three sons one is a minister in the sec-

ond degree, and another is a deacon. When
the church at this placs was organ'zed, Aug,

, 1874. Sister Lehman was one of the first

oembers. Her husband was the fir t deacon,

.he was trnly a mother in Israel. Her hus-

band precede'! her to the spirit world three

years ago, Bro. David Ejwman preached the

funeral seimon. Text, 2 Tim. 4: 6, 7. Inter-

in the Prairie View cemete-y.

Bib

KITTINGER.-In Baltimore, Md, Nov. 5,

897, Ephra ;m Pfoutz KittinRer, aged about 63
rears. His remains were brought to Gettys-

burg, Pa., a'd interred in the Marsh Creek
graveyard, where his parent; are reposing,

unerai services by Eld. C. L. Pfoutz, from the

xt, "Be ye also ready." B. F. Kittivgzr,

JtOW.—In the village of Manchester, Sam-
lit Co., Ohio, in the bounds of the West Nim-

ishillen church, Sept 24, 1897, Brc. George

aged 74 years, 2 month; and 1 day. He
carried to Susan Daily, March 31, 1847,

To this union were born four children. Both

members of the German Baptist church,

/as one of the old pioneers of Franklin

township. Funeral services were held in the

Lutheran church, in the same village. Servi-

:s by the writer and H, S. Young.

Samuel Spsankle,

MYERS—At his late home in Shirteysburg,

a., Oct. 31, 1897, after an illness of seveial

weeks, Reuben Myers, aged about 64 years,

His sympathies were always fcr the Brethren

church. Shortly before his death he expressed

bis desire to bs baptized, but was too weak at

me. He lived a few weeks after this, but

request. He was preliminarily received

according to the usage of the church. He
eaves a wife and four children. He was bur-

ed in the German Valley cemetery. Funeral

lervices by the writer, assisted by Eld. James
Lane. W. S. LONG.

STAINS.-Athishomeon Brush Mountain,

ear Altoona, Pa., Nov. 9, 1897, Richard M.
tains, aged 76 years, 6 months and 8 days,

erviccs at his home, by the writer, from John

t: 27. D. S, Braluer,
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ADVERTISEMENTS + •

HOMESEEKERS'

EXCURSIONS
Red River Valley, Devils Lake, and

Turtle Mountain Regions

in North Dakota,

DECEMBER 21,

Great Northern Railway

In Northern Minnesota and North Dakota, i

eluding Mayville, Crary, Devils Lake,

Grand Harbor, Churchs Ferry,

Leeds, Cando, Bisbee, Rol-

la, and intermediate

points at

One Fare for the

Round Trip

Those who wish to go on any of these

sion dates can get further particulars by ad

MAX BASS,

220 S. Clark St. Chicago, 111.

Victor Infants' Relief
Has on enlcaoy in Clioiern

Stop ™™° Tobacco!
Hindoo Tobacco Habit Cure. Perfectly

OUR PREMIUM OFFER
: who will take advantage of

A RARE BARGAIN!
CHAPTER 1.

THE book of the a generation o'
Je'9113 Christ, Hhe eon of Da'-

vid "Mmson of A'bra-hftm.
8 A'bra-ham begat I'sana; and
i sync lj,-:.t, .invob; and /Ja'cob

oosnt Jn'd.i:, nnd his brethren;

I
And PjQ'daa begat PluYrog nnd

Za'ra of Tha
Simijili.

nnd h pha'i

This is a self-pronouncing Sunday School

Teacher's Bible, with Concordance, Maps,
and excellent Helps, and is well bound. The
chapters are numbered with figures instead

of letters. In fact, we have studied the de-

sires of our patrons and tried to meet them.
and WE ARE SUCCEEDIINO, for to date
the demand is so far ahead of what wc ex-

pected that we have been unable to fill or-

ders as fast as they come in.

We are not

Pushing the Bible Sale
to secure as many readers of the Gosftel Met-
reasons for doing this are:

,s and controls the publication of the Gospel
has placed an Advisory Board over its reading

ly that which is of sound doctrine, right spirit

for World-Wide Missions

in leading people to the

Cap Goods.

J. J. ELLIS & CO.,

General Commission Merchants

OUR PUBLICATIONS.

?EL MESSENQER.-A religion w

simply to sell Bible!

senger as possible.

1. The church

Messenger, Confer)

and loyal to truth, to be published,

2. The income, whatever it may bi

and (or no individual benefit.

3. The Messenger does excellent

Truth, as testimonials continually show.
'30tL

4- H all members of the Brethren church, as well as

then the church will be more of one mind and heart. We can offer

So Good a Bible at so Low a Price

Two Days to Examine the Book,

r offer:

Gospel Messenger, q large lG-page weekly, to any addreaa to Jan. 1, 1899.

Brethren's Almanac for 1898.

The above Btble, linen-lined inside of cover, to any express office prepaid.

All three for $2. 75.

If a leather-lined back in Bible is preferred, the same Bible otherwise, in the above offer

forS3.oo. IfDenison's Improved Thumb Index is wanted on leather-lined Bible, it can ba
had, all for £3.50. Linen-Lined Bible Is not Indexed. Be careful in making out your order
so that we make no mistake in filling it. Show the offer to your friends. The Bible can go to

one person, and the paper and Almanac to another. Now is your time. Write at once,

Address,

TESTIMONIALS.
Yale, Mich., Nov. 10, 1897.

The Premium Bible is better than I expect

d. It is the cheapest Bible I ever saw for the

wney. WENDALL Hallman.

Lthehtyville, Iowa, Nov. 13, 1897.

am very much pleased with the Bible.

s good as I can buy for $5 here.

Victor Anderson.

New Holl,
am well pleased

1 clear type.

so, Pa., Nov. 9, 18c

ith the Bible. It

Barbara Witwe

Wabash, Ind., Nov. 13, 1897.

My Premium Bible is much better than I ex-

ected. It is just what I wanted.

Otto Harris,

Gueensi'Ring, Pa., Nov. 10, 1897.

I received my indexed Bible nnd am agreea-

bly surprised. I expected a nice Bible, but it

surpasses my expectations. Such a Bible I

5 never seen given as a premium, and such

pportunity is indeed rare.

S. M, Stouffer.

South Bend, Ind., Nov. 15, 1897.

ie Indexed Bible which I ordered from

has arrived. My wife, to whom I present-

t, is very well pleased with it. It is the

cheapest Bible I ever saw for the money. Ev-

ery subscriber that needs a Bible should avail

himself of this opportunity,

H. W. Kreiohbaum.

Johnstown, Pa., Nov. 9, 1897.

I enjoy reading this Bible. The print is s

large and clear, Emma Carstenson,

Wabash, Ind., Nov. 9, 1897.

I think the Bible the best for the money that

can be had. L. Varner.

Goods Mill, Va., Nov. 9, 1897;

We arc remarkably well pleased with the

Bible. Samuel Petry.

Laporte, Ind., Nov. 14, 1897.

Premium Bible received. Thanks for

promptness. Upon careful examination I am
much pleased with the book, and regard it a

marvel in view of the terms,

Miller.

Kinross, Iowa, Nov. 13, 189;

eceived the Bible and am more thai

ed with it. It is beyond my greatest ex
ition. Really I cannot see how so good ;

book can be given for the price.

Mrs. C.C.Smith,

New Freedom, Pa., Nov. 1897,

I like the Bible well. It has clear reading

type. B. F. Bowser.

Painter Creek, Ohio, Nov. 10, 1897,

m much pleased with my Premium Bible.

just what I have been wanting, for it is

handier than my other Bibles.

Lawrence Krei'der,

Abil ne, Kans., Nov. ii, i8<

The Bible is belt :r than I had expected

J.P.JOHNSO

McCune. Kans., Nov. 15, 1897.

ti well pleased with my Thumb-indexed

Every reader of the Messenger
should get one. Andrew Neher,
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SALVIA
A World's Wonder.

uihi- salvia." l,u>im*9. cheerfully^

J. «. FLOKY, Los Angeles, Cal., Sopt.

SENT PREPAID.

25 Cts per Package; 5 for §

Agents WantedS™
H niijjlfs ami llivuliirs, showing testimonials,

COLORADO SALVIA CO., R0CKF0R0, ILL.

A NEW BOOK,

"Mind Mysteries,'

By Eld. J. S. Fiery. Cloth, Gold Stamp.

Pries, $1 03, post-paid.

What is "Spiritualism?"

What is "Christian Science?"

What is "Divine Healing?"

What is " Faith-Healing

What is " Religious

So answered tliat no one need be de

ANOINTING WITH OIL

fully explained on Bible principles. The G'

...ONE FARE-

ROUND TRIP!

...HOMESEEKERS'...

EXCURSIONS
DECEMBER 7 and 21,

Prom Chicago, St. Joseph, Kansas City,

Brethren Colonies
In North Dakota

Washington and Idaho,

O. w. MOTT,
general Emigration Agent, N. p. R'y Oo

ST. PAUL, MINN.
WM. H. PHIPPS,

HEART ACTION.

Silverine and Solid Silver Watches
For Brethren's Wear.
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The largest sawmill in the world is said to be at

Port Blakely, Washington. Here the mill company
owns a town of about two hundred houses, includ-

ing stores, a public hall, hotel and church. The re-

markable thing about this great mill is that every

department connected with it is lighted and operat-

ed by electricity. By employing three shifts of

men, the mill runs day and night. Since every

part is well lighted by electricity, the men can see

to work as well after night as during the day.

Electricity is also employed in the blacksmith

pattern shops, as well as in every other department
requiring the use of power, heat, or light. This

suggests the possible use of electricity in all of the

great establishments of this country. Probably the

time is not far distant, when every stream of suita-

ble size, and water-falls, especially, will be har-

nessed by man, and employed in producing elec-

tricity, by which to run the machinery that is now
propelled by steam power. In this country there

arc many falls that can be utilized in this way.
The power that may be obtained from the Niagara

Falls alone is capable of doing the work of a thou-

sand or mere large engines. Electricity is not as

dangerous as steam, aai in manufacturing estab-

lishments, it is much cleaner. Besides, it will re-

sult in the saving of a vast amount of fuel. These
a re some of the things that are coming to pass, but

'he end is not yet,

It is sometimes said that the women who rock
the cradles rule the world. This may be better un-
derstood when an account is taken of the number
of women required to do the rocking, for it is as-
serted that it would require a string of cradle*, long
enough to reach around the globe, to hold all the
babies born each year, and all the women in the
United States to do the rocking. And we presume
that if all these cradles could be arranged in one
group, that they would occupy all the aviilable
space in several townships, ar.d would, of course,
constitute one of the most interesting groups ever
seen. Furthermore, if all these babies could be
gathered into one city, that city, in population,
would exceed that of the largest city now in the
world, several times over. If we then take into ac-
count all the clothing, food, medicine, toys, books,
houses, help, etc., required to raise and educate
these babies, it will be conceded that the baby
business is about as important as any other one
thing in this world. Then, what would this world
amount to, anyhow, were it not for the babies!

It stands those in hand who count themselves
ready writers, to be careful what kind of letters

they write, for letters often live much longer than
their authors. We were reminded of this fact last

spring, while in the City of Washington. It was re-

ported to us, that, during his unguarded moments,
the " Father of his Country " had written a few let-

ters that were not altogether to his credit, and
nearly one hundred years aftrr his death, some of

them came to light. We are just now forcibly im-
pressed on this subject by some new revelations of

Napoleon Bonaparte. Napoleon was a proli6c writ-

er, but he was not always guided by wisdom.
Years ago about 2z,cco of his letters were pub
lished in twenty- e;ght volumes, but even a number
of these were mutilated, and many things were sup-

pressed. Lately another volume has been pub-
lished, containing about one thousand letters that

have not before appeared in print. They place the

great French leader before the public in a new
light, a light that is, by no means, to be envied.

He is here shown to have been far more cruel than

was supposed. These letters bring out th
side of the man, and, by the way, that is the very
side of public men that the world is looking "for,

There are many people who would like to call in a

number of the letters that they have written, in or-

der that they might have the satisfaction of com-
mitting them to the flames, but, when a letter is

once posted, it is too late to hide its contents. So
we say again, Be careful what kind of letters you
write and leave behind you. When you are gone
they may show you up in not the most desirable

light.

A writer in the New York Commercial Advertis-

er, gives an interesting account of the iutroduction

and use of table forks. The time was, only a few

centuries ago, when the fork was considered a great

luxury, and some over- zealous people even thought

it a sin to use one of them. O-jcen Elizabeth was
the first English sovereign to use one in her day,

Even the nobles of her kingdom, thought it unbe-

coming in her to employ such an instrument in

conveying food to her mouth. F.ducated people

opposed the innovation, and an eminent divine

preached a sermon about the use of forks, saying,

that " It was an insult to the Almighty not to touch
one's meat with one's fingers." As late as 1608 it

was argued that the English race must be degen-

erating when the knife and spoon were not enough
to use at the table. Near the close of the sixteenth

century, the use of the fork seems to have been one
of the burning questions. It is also stated that the
pilgrim fathers, who came across in the Mayflower,
had no forks, as the use of them was yet confined
to the aristocracy. To us the experience of our an-
cient fathers, along this line, may seem just a little

amusing, and yet, if we are not on our guard, we
may be found opposing some article of utility, in a
way that will seem equally unreasonable to the next
generation, It is not very long ago that some very
good people thought it unbecoming to have a heat-
ing-stove in a meetinghouse. Others thought the
Lord was not pleased with the pulpit, and some
pious preachers would not occupy them while de-
livering their sermons. While we think we see the
mistakes these well-meaning people made, let us be
careful that we do not make still greater mistakes,
by going to the other extreme, and taking up with
every new thing that comes along. It pays to take
a good look at things before either endorsing or op-
posing them.

If there is any body of people on the earth
whose conduct ought to be regulated by wisdom, it

is the Christian church, but, to her discredit, this is

not always the case. Some time ago a congrega-
tion in Scotland became divided on the wine ques-
tion for Communion services. One party wanted
the fermented wine, while the other desired the
unfermented. A compromise was entered into by
providing two tables, one containing the fermented
wine, and the other the pure juice of. the grape.
The sight was a grief and a scandal to the people
without. A committee was appointed to settle the
difficulty, and it was finally agreed to send to Mt.
Lebanon for the wine to be used on Communion
occasions. The church is now united on the wine
question, It is strange that there should be any
controversy over a question of this character, when
the New Testament says not one word about the
use of wine, in connection with the Communion
services. It is invariably the "fruit of the vine"
or the "cup." And most assuredly is the pure
juice of the grape, in its unfermented state, the
" fruit of the vine," and may also be appropriately
called "the cup." We are glad that our Confer-
ence is wholly on the side of the pure juice of the
grape,—the fruit of the vine,—for, in that form, the
wine answers every intended purpose, and will not
lead to evil results,

The trouble between China and Germany seems
not to be settled. Some time ago a few German
missionaries were killed in China, and for these
Germany demands a large sum of money to be
paid over to the relatives of the murdered, another
still larger sum to be paid to Germany, to meet
the expenses of sending an expedition to enforce
the demand, and also the punishing of those who
committed the crime. In the meantime, Ger-
many had landed, in China, a number of troops,

who have taken possession of a small territory,

and are preparing to hold it. In the waters of

China are also several German warships, and it

is clear that the demand against China is to be
backed by the force of arms. It is further ru-

mored that Germany is in China to stay, and that

it is her purpose to dissolve the Empire, and
take possession of as much of it as possible. Rus-
sia, England and France are also keeping an eye
on the movement, for if China is to be cut up, they
want all of it they can get. It seems hardly rea-

sonable that this should be contemplated, and yet

in this age of greed and selfishness, it is hard to

tell what may not be done.
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CHRI5TMAS MORNINa.

Across J
'idea's melancholy hills.

There glints a prophecy of coming day.

The eastern tky with ruddy radiance fills

That bueitates before the morning ray.

Then lo! above the far horizon breaks

A tadiant filed of pure and mellow light;

The Christmas sun his yearly journey takes

And Penury and Darkness puts to light.

Ke shines upsn a kingly palace fair,

It glitters in the circumambient lljod;

The secret plins and plots enveloped there,

Dissclve without the beat of hate or blood.

He shines upon the pillow of a child

And lights the outlines of a bright, new toy;

The little one with heart all undefiled

Extols the sun that woke him into joy.

Thus onward hails the sun of Christmas Day,

Thus ever glecsome thoughts and feet he brings,

Thus leaves within each heart a shining ray

That lights a hope which ever after clings

He touches here a dark and sinful room,

He there a kind and loving word inspires;

He lightens labor at the plow and loom,

Some deed of love from every one acquires.

How very like that other Christmas Dawn
When shepherds heard the happy angel-song!

To millions came the dawning ot the morn,

And Christmas time is lasting, lasting long.

Teach me, bright sua, with sunshine in my heart

To walk upon the ever shining way,

A sweet and holy influence to impart,

And live a blest eternal Christmas Day.

Cilrondlt, Ala,

CHRISTMAS IS COMINO.

BY J. H. MILLER.

We are about to celebiate the grandest event

that ever took place on this earth, the birth of Jesus

Christ—Emmanuel, God with us. Never did any

one hear such gladsome news as did those shep-

herds on the Judean hills. " Good tidings of great

joy," was the voice of the angel. How happy we

feci when our ears are saluted with good newsl

It is a blessed thought that a Savior was born into

the weld to redeem his people!

Jesus brought salvation into the world — "good

news." The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, when

preached, is "good news" to the sinner's heatt. It

was good news to hear of him having power to heal

all manner of diseases, opening the eyes of the

blind, unstopping the ear of the deaf, to cast out

devils and raise the dead to life. It was "%

news," to see him give unto a lost world eternal

life. It was "good news" when Jesus came into

the world to destroy the works cf the devil. It

was good news when he " led captivity captive and

gave gifts unto men." It was "good news" to

know he had power over death, hell and the grave,

and became the first fruits of them that slept. It

was good news to know that Jesus offered himself

a sacrifice for sin,—a ransom for the children of

men. It will be good news to hear him say,

"Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the king-

dom.prepared for you from the foundation of the

world." Why? " For I was an hungred and ye

gave me meat," etc. It will be " good news " to hear

that Blessed Voice say, "These are they which

came out of great tribulation, and have washed

their robes, and made them white in the blood of

the Lamb. Therefore are they before the throne of

God, and serve him day and night in his temple:

and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell

among them, They shall hunger no more, neither

thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on

them, nor any heat. For the Lamb which is in the

midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead

them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall

wipe away all tears from their eyes." Rev. 7:

14-17.

Elkhart, Ind,

CHRISTMAS Ji)Y.

Joy being one of the fruits of the Spirit, Gal 5:

22, the Christian at all times should feel its balmy

influence; and on no occasion is there greater rea-

son for true joy, than at Christmas,—the day held

in memory of the birth of our Savior.

It was at his birth that the angel, amid the radi-

ant glory of the Most High, said to the Judean

shepherds, "Fear not; for, behold, I bring you

good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all peo-

ple," while, in yon Bethlehem manger, lay the in-

fant Christ, the long sought Messiah, the Savior of

the world, the embodiment of God's most wonder-

ful love to sinful man. Of him the prophets spake,

and in his honor the heavenly choir joined in say-

ing: "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth

peace, good will toward men." The angelic hosts

on high heralded the wonderful tidings lo the in-

nermost courts of Gjd: " On earth peace, good will

toward men." If angels withhold not their songs

of praise, how can man, the recipient of these good

tidings of great joy, peace and good will, refrain

from offering his tribute of praise to him, who

came in this lowly form to redeem the world.

The recurrence of Christmas reminds us anew of

this most glorious event. When we read the an-

nouncement of the angel unto "all people," our

hearts are made glad. Not only a chosen few, but

all who will, may be freed from the condemnation

of sin.

Again I say, that Christmas is a season of joy to

the Christian, for he knows that he has passed

from death unto life, by virtue of the Savior, who

was born in Bethlehem.

Oh, may he be new born within us this Christ-

mas Day, that, as the refulgent rays of the

sun have chased the shades of night from our fair

land, so his r'ghteousness may dispel all gloom

and sadness from our lives, and that we may exult-

ingly sing:

" O for a thousand tongues to sing

My dear Redeemer's praise,

The glories of my God and King

The triumph of his grace."

Mayland, Va.
^

MERRY CHRISTMAS.

Could we realize the meaning of these wtords

would doubtless better appreciate the bless

showered upen us by Christ's advent into the

world. It was a mark of humiliation, put on

blessed Lord and Master. Though he was the de-

sire of all nations, yet his coming into this w
vfts so little observed and taken notice of, his birth

so obscure that there was no room for him in

The first that took notice of Christ were the

shepherds who saw and heard glorious things con-

cerning him. Luke 2: 15. Next we read about

Simeon and Anna. Simeon took the blessed Jesus

in his arms and blessed God because his eyes had

seen the salvation of his people Israel.

We have great reason to bless God for that

blessed event at Bethlehem. There have been no

tidings more welcome than when the shepherds

made known what they had seen and heard by the

angels of God. Therefore Chiistmas should be a

happy time, not with feasting and deceiving our

little ones by telling then about Santa Claus, but

rather instructing them about Jesus and the things

that he did while here on this earth.

Joseph being of the seed of David, came with his

wife to Bethlehem to be taxed. There Jesus was

born, and when they had performed all they had to

do, according to the law of the Lord, and came

back from Egypt, they returned into Galilee to

their own City of Nazareth. There he waxed

strong in spirit and grew in favor with God. The

grace of God was upon him. Let us be joyful and

merry, and try to do all the good we can, for the

angels brought to earth the sweetest song,—" Peace

Hoon earth, good will to

It has done more for the human race

er. Praise the Lord for all his goodn

Osborne County, Kans.

sweet this sonrj

any oth.

PEACE.

BY STOVER.

"On earth peace."—Luke 2; 14.

This was the song of the heavenly hos 1
,
sung

w humble shepherds about nineteen hundred

years ago. Thus was announced the advent of the

long-promised " Prince of Peace" into the world.

" On earth peace." Into the world, on this day,

was born a King, who would establish a "kingdom

of peace," whose subjects would be ruled by love,

instead of might, whose law would be the " Gospel

of peace," whose very "feet would be shod with

the preparation of the Gospel of peace,"

hence " follow the things that make for peace,"

thereby produce the fruit of peace.

On earth peace." The God of peace gave to

the world the babe of Bethlehem, who was destined

to become the greatest peace-maker the world ever

knew, by destroying the enmity, and making peace

between man and God, and man and man thro

ig the first preacher of peace that

the -rid t

"On earth peace." God, the generator

the world this night the " Prince of Pei

gave us the " Gospel of peace," the germ of life, to

regenerate those who had become enemies of God,

that they might again be begotten of God through

the Word, by the influence of the Holy Spirit, that

they might be born of the Spirit

:

makers and children of God, :

with a'l men" and that holir

"no man shalj see the Lord."

Now may the "God of pe:

again from the dead the " Great Shepherd

sheep," make us all perfect in every good work, to

do his will, " working in us that which is well-pU

ing in his sight.'

Hawthorn, Fla.

nd "follow peat

rithout whit

who brought

THE LIOHT OF BETHLEHEM.

BY D. H. WEAVER.

"The people who sat in darkness saw great light."—

4: 16.

" Man in darkness and chains; how mournful the

spectacle!" That was the condition of the v,

when the prophet looked down, seven hundred and

fifty years into the future, and wrote the words of

our text. The light that Isaiah saw blaze up from

the manger of Bethlehem, was designed to enlight-

en every man that came into the world; and yet

millions have never seen it, because it has never

reached them; while millions have closed thei

eyes to it, "because they love darkness rather than

light." But why go so far to destroy the light

others are living in?

Life is represented as a voyage, and the lif.

from the manger is the mariner's chart and com-

pass. It is the soldier's star of victory on the bat'

tlefield of life; it is the lamp to light the traveler

through the desert of life; it is the staff of the aged

pilgrim that is steadying his steps into the grave,

and there are people who would destroy that light,

They would throw overboard the chart and com-

pass, obscure the star, blow out the light and knock

the staff from under the aged pilgrim,—for whatl

"We want free thought," they say, "We want peo-

ple to think for themselves." Oh, but we think too

much,—that is the trouble. If they would give

a recipe to imprison our thoughts, we might bette'

entertain their position; but our thoughts go tot

far into eternity, They get away from us and ge

bewildered in the darkness of the great beyond,

and we wonder what is to become of our intelli-

gence. Shall this longing, to fathom the myste-

ries that lie just beyond our reach, never be satis-

fied? Shall this spark of intelligence, that plead)

for existence, be annihilated? Shall this unive«e
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roll on for endless ages, and I never more exist?

Ah! give me (he light, or tell me how to stay
thoughts,

We all have friends who, we believe, "are not
lost, but gone before," and we hope to meet them
on the other shore. Who would have that hope
destroyed, though its foundation was a myth,
and its realization impossible?

Oh blessed light! Oh hallowed light! May thy
sacred beams ever radiate, until they have pen
etratcd the last dark recess of earth, and ushered
in the golden dawn of the millennium.

North Libaly, Ind.

THE FIRST CHRISTMAS.

I have often wished that we had a fuller account

of the shepherds of Bethlehem, than is given

Luke 2. The question naturally arises, Why,
all men, then living, were the shepherds chosen
receive, from heavenly messengers the grandest

message ever sent to man? There was Simeon anc

Anna, and other worthies, why were not some o

those the favored ones? The question, then, come:

with increased force, Why were the shepherds thu;

honored, when there was a man in Jerusalem like

Simeon, one who was just and devout, waiting fo

the consolation of Israel, and one upon whom th<

Holy Ghost rested? It was revealed unto him by

the Holy Ghost, that he " should not see death, b
fore he had seen the Lord's Christ." What, the:

entitled the shepherds to be thus favored above all

men then living? There are, however, some words

in the narrative that furnish a key to the mystery,

which, apparently, shrouds the solution of the

problem. "And so it was, while they were there,

the days were accomplished that she should be de-

livered. And she brought forth her firstborn son,

and wrapped hirn in swaddling clothes, and laid

him in a manger; because there was no room for

them in the inn," Luke 2: 6, 7.

Here was an emergency, and it has been suggest-

ed that the shepherds, seeing and knowing the con-

dition of this holy family, may have offered them
the use of their stable in Bethlehem, saying that

they would remain in the fields with their flocks

during the night. Such an act would have been

very kind in them. Add to this consideration the

very emphatic "you" inverse n, and you will see

there was a reason for the words, "For unto

you is born this day in the city of David, a Sav-

ior, which is Christ the Lord."

"And this shall be a sign unto you; ye shall find

the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a

manger." Whose manger? Ah, if the suggestion

is correct, they knew it was the manger they had
vacated on the evening before, Could we imagine

that those humble shepherds could have done a

better thing? "It was enough to move the arm,

that moves the world."

Hudson, /./,

NO ROOM FOR JESUS.

When the " Babe of Bethlehem " was born, his

mother wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid

him in a manger, because there was no room for

them in the inn. Think of Mary making that long,

wearisome journey up to Bethlehem for the sake

of being taxed, and then, when she did get there,

instead of having a comfortable room in the inn,

being obliged to take up her lodging in a stablel

Behold the child Jesus! "Low lies his head

with the beasts of the stall." Quite a contrast be-

tween the babyhood of the "Prince of Peace," with

no nurse nor suitable clothes, and that of the Mar-

quis of Blandford who inherits S2$,ooo per year,

has half a dozen nurses, and baby garments by the

hundred!

But we notice in this a very appropriate index to

his entire earthly life. No room for Jesus! Soon

nd hithere was no room for him in Pali

parents fled with him to Egypt.

After he had grown to manhood and had entered
upon his important labors, the same conditions
seemed to exist. His own would not receive him,
and he declares he has nowhere to rest his weary
head. His life is being sought, and he only es-

capes by a miraculous act. Though he did so
much good in the woild, yet had the people no
rest until they had him slain. No room for Jesus!
No, no, away with him! Crucify him! It is not 6t
that he should live!

We look back to Christ's time, and we conclude
that the people must have been a wretched, cruel,

heartless set. But how many men and women are
there today who, by their actions, if not with their
lips, say, "We have no room for Jesus." Jesus
tenderly, gently, lovingly knocks at the door of
their hearts, promising that, if they will let him en-
ter, he will sup with them, but they spurn his woo-
ing*. Their hearts are filled with pride, love of
money, guile and love of worldly pleasure. No
room for Jesus.

We would not treat an earthly friend, nay, not
even an enemy, so rudely; and how infinitely bet-

ter is ho than all earthly friends! He sticketh
closer than a brother, O sinner, open your heart
and make room for the loving Savioi! Soon it

may be too late.

Perhaps we members do not make the room for

him in our homes that wc should. Do we always
live as though v/e realized Jesus' presence? Let us
make him a welcome member of our families, and
then let our lives be as they would be apt to be if

Jesus visibly dwelt in our homes.

Manassas, Va,

THE CHRIST CHILD.

Among the many legends and fables, concerning
Christmas time, is the pretty little fable of " Christ-

Kindlein," or Christ-Child, familiarly known to the

children of Germany as " Kris Kringle." It is not
any wonder that they go to bed on Christmas eve
with glad and happy hearts, for it is he, the infant

Jesus himself, whom they believe brings the pres-

ents for the stockings of all good boys and girls.

What hours of joy and pleasure are the hours of

Christmas eve to the youthful heart, and how many
of us can recall recollections of the by-gone days
when we, too, used to sit around the glowing are-

side in the old homestead, thinking of what pretty

things old Santa Claus would bring to us that

night! It was then that our childish joy reached

its highest point. It was then, in the innocency of

childhood, that we spent our brightest and happi-

est moments of anticipation.

But now we are slowly drifting down the river

of time. Christmas is to us no more what it used

to be. The trials and cares of life seem to grow
greater, year by year, and every Christmas Day
finds us nearer our journey's end; and yet, why
should not Christmas be the merriest, happiest day

of all the year! Why should it not be a day of

pture and delight! It brings to the true child of

God not only memories of the joys of youth, but

llection of that Christmas evening when
the angels sang, " Glory to God in the highest, and

on earth peace, good will to men." That Christmas

eve there was born in the City of David, a Savior,

which is Christ the Lord.

May we all, this Christmas eve, make the pretty

little German fable a reality in our lives! May we
hearts, and let the Christ Child come in!

QLAD TIDINGS.

MARY HOOVER.

"Behold I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall
be 10 ,/// people."

Good tidings are always received with joy, but
never did the human family receive such tidings as
was this which the angel btought to Ihe shepherds
and said, "Which shall be to all people." "For
unto you is born this day in the City of David, a
Savior, which is Christ the Lord,"
Well might the heavenly host join in the anthem

of praise, " Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, good will toward men." God's gift to
men, his only beloved Son, a Savior. Not only was
this good news to the shepherds and the people
who lived at that time, but it is good news still " to
all people."

Kind reader, he came to save you and me, and,
dear unconverted ones, he came to save you, and
give us all that joy and peace and salvation,

Oh that we could more fully comprehend the
height and depth, and length and breadth of God's
love in sending to a lost world this Savior! Never,
no never, were such good tidings sent to mortal
man as this, brought by the angel on the first

Christmas morning,

Chatham, Ohio,

QOOD TIDINQS OF GREAT JOY.

The glad tidings of a Savior born into the world,
that were heralded forth over 1,800 years ago, was
the most joyous message ever uttered to lost and
sinful man. How their hearts leaped within them
when the angels said, " Fear not; I will bring you
good tidings of great joy."

The same glad messages are going on their mis-
sions of love and mercy, witnessing in every land
that Jesus came to seek and save that which was
lost.

tvn land, have
ling to accept

: old story of joy and

op:

It is he, the infant Jesus h

message of peace and love

be our Comforter and G
safely keep us till that Ch:

faithful shall be gathered ,

glorious heavenly hi

:lf, that will bring a

t is he that will ever

. It is he that will

, when all the

ound the throne in that

id there enjoy the pre-

cious Christmas presents of an everlasting Savior,

the Lord of lords, and King of kings,

Many that sit in dark

heard the glorious news,

the plan of salvation. <

seas to proclaim the

gladness.

lank God there is power in the Gospel to save
souls! Servants of the Most High God, have cour-

age! Be strong in the Lordl Be faithful! Victo-
ry is yoursl Your Captain never lost a battle. In

his name you shall do many wonderful works. Ycu
believe every word that fell from the lips of him
who spake as never man spake. He says, "Go
work in my vineyard." The Babe of Bethlehem is

your shield. He has said, " I am with you always,

even unto the end." " If ye know these things,

happy are ye."

Pleasant Home, Ort.

SIGNIFICANT THOUQHTS ON THE BIRTH OF CHRIST.

I. The message of Christ will always be good
tidings of great joy to all people. Other messages,

however grave, are only minor in importance.

They usually have only a temporary effect upon
the people. They subside like the gentle waves,

as they widen out, and are lost in the ocean of

time. But the news of Christ remains ever the

same. It is as dear in this nineteenth century, as

when proclaimed on the Judean hills, to the poor
shepherds.

Again; it is the only message that affects all peo-

ple. All other news, however good and grand, is

only local. The Declaration of Independence af-

fected the thirteen colonies, and it was received

with joy and tears. The Emancipation Proclama-

tion of President Lincoln, while broad in its intent,

was only local. But the message of Christ is to all

people, in every clime, and in every age.
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2. Christianity is always seasonable. Christ came

in a time of nerd. Patriarchs and prophets had

long looked (or him. A dark hour of superstition

and ignorance had fastened itself upon the people.

It has been proved that Christ came at a time most

nced'u!, and when the world could least afford to

be without him.

3. He came to the po:r shepherds. Christianity

is for the lowest of the low. Other news is likely

to affect rank and station, but Christianity is uni-

versal. "The poor have the gospel preached to

them."

4. "This shall b' a sign." Christ was environed

by the most menial surroundings. May we not

learn the lesson that the Christian should not be

arrayed in gold, fine fabrics, fashionable and lavish

display? He should keep where the poorest may

feel at home in his company.

5. The church may be less concerned than ihc

world. Remember the poor, far-away heathen were

more anxious to learn of him than Herod and

the Jewish church. Wise men from the East came

saying, "Wheie is he that is born King of the

Jews," The Jews, who had the precious child in

THE GOSPEL IMIESSIEIfcTa-lEIR,-

What a lesson to leirn from the humility of our

Savior, the "King of kings!" He came not for

honor or to please himself, but to poor fallen, sin-

ful humanity. How we strive for honor, for the

praise of men in this world, which will do us no

good in the world to come!

Let us try to help some poor soul read his

precious Wore! Let us try to live that, when

life is done and the battle fought, we may stand

by him as the shepherds of old, and praise him

through endless days!

Lhei: lidst,

4. A simple trifling neglect of Christ's message,—

as was the case with Herod and Ihe Jew.",— if not

checked, will grow, as it did with them, to violent

opposition. At this time the Jews simply neglect-

ed him. They afterward opposed him and cruci-

fied him. So will it be with us, dear reader. Neg-

lecting him means, after awhile, to oppose him.

Sterling, HI,

CHRlSTAtAS REFLECTIONS.

Christmas is a day that has a history. There is

a blessed and happy reflection connected with this

day, as well as sadness.

The day, when Christ was born into the world,

has associated with it the blessed thought that a

Savior has come. Even the angels of heaven were

made to rejoice and carry the glad news over the

Judean hills, The wise men of the East were made
glad, and even all nature was made to rejoice. On
that day Jesus came to redeem poor fallen man.

May we reverence and give praise to the dear ones

on that day, instead of being amused by worldly

things! May we consider what has been Ihe cost

of our redemption, and what Christ has endured

for our sakes! May we say, " Blessed be the name
of the Lord, which is, was and is to come!

"

Pioneer, Ohio.

THE GOOD WE MIGHT DO.

BY ALICE M. C. BLOUGH.

I wonder how many people ever think what re-

ally took place on the day we call Christmas, and

what it means to us. Little children generally

look for plenty of good things.

Most people look forward to Christmas with

joy,—not to bring praise and offerings to the Sav-

ior, but to gratify worldly lusts. What a great

amount of good could be done with the money that

is spent yearly, to give presents to relatives and
friends,—things which do no good to body or soul.

If all this were used, instead, as an offering to

Christ, to feed and clothe the poor, spread the

good news which he came to proclaim, how much
more acceptable it would be in his sight!

There are many thousands of poor people in this

world who have never heard of the " New-born
King," or how he left his home, his Father's house,

and came to earth, to suffer and die, that we might
have eternal life. Oh how we ought to strive to

live for him I

Think, for a moment how he came not in splen-

dor, or in an exalted way, but in as humble a way
as possible, wrapped in swaddling clothes, and
laid in a manger. No room for him in the innl

No room for the Savior of mankind anywhere but

in a stable 1 How often have we no room for him
inourheartsl He is crowded out by thoughts of

how we may gain wealth, fame, honor or pleasure.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

The environments at Christmas time are such

that each and every sincere Christian ought to ask

himself, What does all this signify? Does it not

look as though Christmas is becoming more of a

day for display and gratification of the carnal mind

and man than for the spiritual man?
The world has its Christmas festivities and its en-

joyments, which may be all right, but the Christian

should have higher aspirations for Christmas than

a disp'ay of things made by human hands. The
Christian should feast on that which is soul-sat-

isfying, and builds up the spiritual man. This is

far better, and for this Christ came.

What think ye of Chuist? He is worthy. Let

us worship him (Christ) in spirit and in truth.

This will lead us to commune with GDd, which is

far more ennobling to us, and which is the proper

way to spend Christmas Day.

With this thought before us, may God bless us

all with a happy Christmas and a hopeful new year.

Giadyvitte, Pa.

HOW WE LOOK AT CHRISTMAS.

J. E.

We look upon Christmas as one of the very best

days of the year. It is a noted day, and we should

observe it as such, inasmuch as it is the birthday

ur Adorable Redeemer. While we look for-

ward to the day ss one upon which we receive

ne gifts from dear one?, as a token of love and

:ndship, God showed his great love to us by
ding his only begotien Son that we, through

him, might be saved from our sins and degradation,

What a grand and glorious gift it was! We should

appreciate it above all others! The wise men and

the shepherds were anxious to see him, as soon as

they had heard of it. We cannot honor him in the

iame way they did, but we can honor him by serv-

ng him and keeping his commandments. We can

jive him our hearts and that is all he requires of us.

We are told that the shepherds, as soon as they

vent to Bethlehem and saw what had come to pass,

nade it known everywhere. The people were

imazed at the things that were told unto them.

Would it not be wise to set apart Christmas as a

day to worship God? We can manifest our appre-

ciation for that dear Gift in a practical way, to

some of Christ's little ones. We cannot praise him
fully in that blest home, unless our service is de-

voted to him while we remain here.

MiddUtown, Ind,

GIFTS,-TO WHOM?

J. M. BLOL'G

People give gifts to those they love most. Some
people love their relatives more than they love

anybody else, hence their relatives receive their

gifts. Cktittian people love God more than they
love anybody else, hence God will receive their

gifts.

On this day the world received from God the

greatest gift ever given, because God loved the

world. This, then, seems to be the most appropri-

ate day of the year to give gifts, but, instead of

spending means for trifles and unnecessaries, so as

to make presents to our friends, let us make our

presents to the Lord, because we profess to be

Christian people. God has given us the great gift,

Dec. 18, 1897.

and is daily giving us more gifts, so a more worthy
person we can not find.

Let us, then, bring our gifts,—our very lives, our

all,—to the altar of God, and present them to him,

holy and acceptable, so that, in the end, we shall

receive another great gift from God,—eternal life

at his right hand.

It is truly worth our while to give our gifts to

One who really has a claim to them,—to One who
is so willing to give, and who has so much to give

in return. Consider well, then answer.

Hooversville, Pa.

CHRISTMAS GIFTS.

Each season has its own peculiar pleasure. The
pleasures of winter seem to culminate in the glad

Christmastide. One of the greatest charms of the

season is the presentation of gifts—the preparation

of something to give, and the anticipation of some-
thing to be received. This habit is almost uni-

versal throughout Christendom, among the poor of

the land, as well as the rich, but, like every other

custom, it may be abused,—by making a parade in

public of presents received and given, by rivalry

in regard to price of gifts, etc. The giver should

say from the heart, "Because God gave Christ to

me, I give you this token of love." " In his name "

should be the true significance of aH our gifts.

Even with the dim sense of the Christ-life that

many Christians possess, there is good cheer and
love pervading the very atmosphere on Christmas

Day.

O, if only all, who profess faith in Christ, were
in touch with his living presence,—were filled with

his spirit,—how the glory of the Lord would shine

around us! How all the air would resound with the

angelic anthem of peace and good will! Surely, re-

deemed souls can never forget the fact that Christ

came into the world to save sinners. I wonder how
they will express their joy in the age to come!

When we remember that Christians are by far the

smallest part of the human family, we think how
sad the case of those who have no Christl Were
we compelled to live one year, one month, one day
even, with all the knowledge of Christ blotted from

the mind, this life would be a blank,—the future

only chaos. I close with the prayer that many
Christians may this day come and be filled with the

fullness of Christ! I can wish nothing better.

Ottawa, Kans.

OUR CHR1STAIAS QlFT.

" For God so loved the world, that be gave his only begot-

ton Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish,

but have everlasting life."—John 3; 16.

In the glorious plan of salvation no one was ex-

cepted. The gift was for whosoever would receive.

What a grand, glorious night for the shepherds
when the gift was given to earth! How good God
is to the poor! Kings and queens would have felt

highly honored to have been in the audience. The
wealth of the world would have been poured out

for the favor of beholding the glory that night, but

no; only a few shepherds were enveloped in heav-

enly light, and an angel of the Lord said to tbem:
" Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of

great joy, which shall be to all people, For unto

you is born this day in the city of David a Saviorr

which is Christ the Lord." Luke 2: 10: 11.

When they looked on, no doubt speechless with

wonder, suddenly a host of angels appeared, and
the burst of music would have enraptured the

world, " Glory to God in the highest, and on earth

peace, good will toward men." Luke 2: 14. No
music could have been so entrancing unless those

heavenly strains "when the morning stars sang to-

gether, and all the sons of God shouted for joy,"

Job 38: 7.

I imagine the wonderful story was told day after

day in the shepherd families, Mothers told it to
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the little till their eyes sparkled and their
htarts grew wa'm with love for our Divine Father
for his precious gift to man. Likely the shepherds,
amid their daily duties, were intensely inter
ested in the life of this wonderful child. They fol-

lowed him through his infancy till mature years.
In his baptism we have the voice of God acknowl-
edging him as his Son, In his ministry, his fans-
figuration, we have God's voice commanding people
to hear him. In his arrest, trial and crucifixicn,
when the Son of God gave h ;

s life for sinful man]
we see him suffering for ur. "For there is note
other name under heaven given among men, where-
by we must be saved." Acts 4: 12

Dear unconverted one, will you not accept this

priceless gift, which is to enrich you alone? God
cannot be made richer. All things are his, and he
offers to make you his heir,—joint heir with Jesus
Christ. Such an offer is unparalleled. Accept it

M'.riden, Kan

Chk

GLORIA IN EXCEL51S.

ble ed, glorious Christmas is here
again. The fact is always present, but to day we
ajain celebrate the nativity of Emmanuel. Only
those who know Hm and live Christ three hujs

dred and sixty-five days in a year, can truly honor
Him on the twenty fifth day of December. That
was the day of days, the fulfillment of the purpose
of eternity, and the mystery of all the ages, when
"the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us"
John 1:14.

No wonder that a "multitude of the heavenly
host" left the shining sphere of the upper world,

and greeted this planet of sin and suffering and
death, wi'h their Gloria in Excelsis. Luke 2: 13,

14. This is an event that can occur but once in the

biography of God. There can be no necessity for

its repetition. All the revelat'ons of the endless

ages will never exhaust the height and depth of

Rom. 6: 10 The whole Christian life, from its gen-

esis to all the evolutions in the " world without

end," is outlined in verse 11 of the same chapter.

God cannot exceed himself. He has already ex-

pended " all the fullness of his Godhead in Christ."

and that covers all the necessities of the past,

meets all the emergencies of the present, and po-
vides for ail the possibilities of the e'crnal future.

No wonde- the angels rolled their rapturous eu'o-

gium of Divine Love over the plains of Bethlehem,
and down the ages! No wonder God uttered His
cardiphonia out of His Infinite Fatherhood, when
Jesus was consecrated to His sublime mission in

Jordan. " This is my beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased." Forever and forever will this

"MYSTERY CF GODLINESS, GOD MANIFEST IN THE
flesh," be the wonder, and study, and adoration,

and joy of saints and angeLl Eternity wi'l be an

unceasing, rapturous, ever-deepening commemora-
tion of Christmas. Emmanuel! Godvithus. Not
with us simp'y in fellowship, but Incarnate in our

nature. The Uncreated, All-creating, AH sustain-

ing God, "wrapped in swaddling clothes, and lying

in a monger!" No wonder the angels desire to

look into this mystery of mysteries! I Pet. 1: 12

It is enough to keep lieaven and hell, with their

hosts of redeemed and unredeemed, on the expect-

ant, through all eternity. Such a stcop, from the

throne of the universe to poverty, persecution,

shame, the cross, the grave, will fi!l the gamut of

heaven with the "Gloria in Excelsis" as long as

God Himself endures. No matter how much we

will learn in the endless future, how deep we will

penetrate into the Divine mysteries, or how high

we will soar, Eph. 3: io, 11, will always be in ad-

vance of us. We will be students, .and Christ the

Lesson and the Teacher, through the countless

millions of the coming years, and our testimony

will ever be "The half has not been told us." So

great, so wonderful, so infinite, so precious, and so

ever-unfolding, is our Blessed Savior, Jehovah-

Jesus! And we need not wait for the transition of

death to b: participant in this joy and glory. Th
believer's present is an antepast of the "far mor
exceeding and eternal weight of glory." We ar
not only to be saved, but are saved now. We ar
already "dead, and our life is hid with Christ ii

God" Col. 3: 3 We are already "risen with
Christ,

' and "sealed with that Holy Spirit of prom
ise, which is the earnest of our inheritance, until th<

redemption of the purchased possession, un'o (lit

prci.e fllsg'oiy." Col. 3: I, and Eph. 1: 13, 14
A poor life, indeed, would be that of the Chris

tian, a hollow, delusive pretense, were not this

wonderful "Christ in us the hope of glory." Col.
1:2;.

Any one who lacks Rom. 8: 16, will do well to
follow the exhortation in 2 Cor. 13: 5 If there i<

anythingcertainunderheaven.it is the indwelling
of Christ in a true believer. John 14: 20: Eph

Christ

Eteri

God must b:

Dispense

per-

To know the only True God, and J

whom He hath sent by the Holy Ghost,
Life. John 1;: 3; 1 Cor. 12: 3. Emma
foundation fact of rcdemp
flesh before atonement car

effec<ed, and the spirit g
the Divine Fullness.

The essential unity of Father and Son no one
doubts " I and the Father are one." John 10

30, " In the form of God, and equal with God "

Philpp. 2: 6. His name is expressive of H
sonality: "Unto us a Child is born, unto us

is given: and the government shall be upon His
shoulder: and His Name shall be called Wonder-
ful Counselor, the Mighty God, the Everlast-
ing Father, the Prince of Peace." La. g: 6.

Here is the absolution of all sin, the refuge and
security of every lost soul, the pledge of Omnipo-
tence in every time of need, the confidence of hope
against all evil and weakness within, and all the se-

ductions and temptations of the combined powers
hell. "All things are possible with

power in heaven and in earth is given
" All things are possible to him that

do all things through Christ

can it be

Nothing

s expres-

e fear or

ur salva-

of earth and
God." ' All.

unto est

belicv etl

who s re Jgth

In 11 the

conqu rsth

26; 28 ;Ma
Wond PUL,

ieth r

onflicts of life "we are more than

ough Him that loved us." Matt. 19:

k 9: 23; Philpp. 4: 13; Rom. 8: 37.

'ONDErful Christ! How
otherwise? "God manifest in tin flak,"

can be more natural than these marvelo

sions of the supernatural. Why should '

doubt, or waver, when "the Captain of

tion is " the Everlasting Father, the Mighty God,

the Prince of Peace?" "The gates of hell shall

us." "The Lord is my light

horn shall I fea'? The Lord
my life; of whom shall I be

. "We may boldly say, the

end I will n t fear what man
Heb. 13: 6 "Yea, though I

of death, I

not prevail against

and my salvation; v

is the strength of

afraid?" P=a. 27:

Lord is my Helpee
shall do unto me."

walk through the valley of the shad

will fear no evil./rri- Thou art w'.th me." Psa. 23: 4.

Out of the Holy of Holies He gives us this as-

surance: "I am he that liveth and was dead: and,

behold I am alive forevermore. Amen: and have

the keys of hell and of death." Rev. 1: 18,

How can the true believer help exu'ting in the

language of St Peter and St. Paul, I Pet. 1: 8, and

2 Tim. 1: 12? We are His joint-heirs to all the

veallhof the kingdom of God. Rom. 8: 17. We
shall behold an J share His glory forever. "What
think ye of Christ? Di we fulfill I John 2: 6?

Union Deposit, Pa.

ON THE WAY TO INDIA.-No. 3.

Prom Oravesend to Gibraltar—Missionaries on Board—
Second Lord's Day on Sea.

Our vessel steamed down the Thames about 3

P. M , Nov. 5. Next morning we were in the Eng-

lish Channel. It was a cold, raw day, and it was

unpleasantly cool anywhere on the vessel.

Sunday night, about ten o'clock, we passed the

dreaded Bay of Biscay. The old bay behaved her-
self well. She did not rock us much, yet very
many of the passengers were sick. Our party were
all well except little Ruth. She was very sick all

night, on Sunday night. There was no sleep for

her mother and father, and it was no better on
Monday, She rested some on Monday night, and
on Tuesday she was better.

We had twenty seven mssionaries on board our
vessel. There a re nine children among the mis-
sionaries. Thir ten of the missionaries are fr. m
the United States. All arc bound for India, There
are four Free Methodists and (our of the Pente-
cost Band. This band was a mission band, organ-
ized in the Free Methodist church eleven years
ago, by V. A Dskc, who died in Africa, five years
ago. The band separated from the Free Metho-
dists about three years ago, last January, because
the church required them to throw their strength
into the general channel) of the church, and quit

publishing their paper as a separate organ. They
also differed somewhat on the doctrine of holiness.

Their present leader is T. H. Nelson, of Ini'ianap.;-

lis, Ind, The purpose of the band is home and for-

eign mission work. Each worker is suppirteH,

—

not salaried. This split was caused by some zeal-

ous workers pushing forward independent of the

church, publishing a paper and pressing their work
without regarding the church's authority. May we,
as Brethren, take warring and move with care, lest

we become factions instead of a united body for

Christ!

of the adar.

also bound for India. They represent the Canadi-

an Baptists. The others ,-re mostly (rem England,
two from Germany, one from Switzerland, and they

are bound for China. Only twelve, of the twenty-

seven are men; five of the fifteen women are mar-
ried, the rest arc nearly all young women. Seven
are missionaries returning to the field

We have arrangrd a programme for each day,

having one of the old missionaries give us a talk on
his field of labor.

We would like to say more about the mission-

ar'es on the " Rome," but will wait until the future.

Oar second Lorrl's Day was spent very pleasant-

ly on the Bay of Biscay. Wc had only an Episco-

pal service, conducted by the Captain. I made my-
self busy working up a programme for the coming
week. Some of the missionaries on board had
been in the field all the way from six to thirty-eight

years, and I honed to be able to learn much from
their talks. Each one was requested to give us a.

talk on their respective fields of labor.

Havirg now passed our roughest seas, (he voy-

age was pronounced to be a pleasant one. We aft.

chored this afternoon at Gibraltar, a few hours,,

where I mail this letter.

Nov. p.

OUR PRAYER MEETING.

For Thursday Evening, Dec. 23, 1807.

3. Made Ch st our propiliatk n. Matt. 1: 2 ; Rom. 8:32.

11 Man's Love to Others.
1. God's lov should be an in centive to us. John 1 t: 12;

1 John 3:

2. Our love till assure 10 us God's approv a'. John 13:

3S: 1 John 4: ?
III, Man's Abid no in God.

1. We must 3C led by his Spir 1. Rom. 8: M ; 1 John 1:24.

2. Wc must make the good

John 4: 3.

3. Abiding i love, we abide i God. r Cor. '3:.li John

"Ha ve you found the

Pass it on.

heavenly ligh

"r sas not given for

Pass it on.

you alone

Hold thy lighted la np on high

-^"IS;
*
"*i? " s'rTou"

e's sky
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Course of Reading.

"Crisis la! ;,

P-fflHT YEAR.
sloth, fi.041 paper, . . ,

\. "Noniucb Proleiior,'' clotta

SECOND YEAH.

j.
]'_Mlracl8B0l UIibIodi," Clotll, hcontn pnper,^

l\ "Tho
n
Sevpn Lnw» at Teitchlne," cloth, .' .' .' '.

TUiai* YEAU,
q, "Dltlco Itrit-Ni.iiy <>! Ml:-.il>riij," doth

CLEANSE THOU MY HEART, QODI

Andr
I Thou my heart, God!

To bold Thy love divine, Thy wondrous h

For Oh, I feel, 1 know
That bom above

Thy spirit coms'h from Thy throne of lov'

Upon Tby hosts below.

My soul tejoicelb, Lord,

Because of Tb:c
Thy smile I see

Like

I'll render i nto Thee tbrougho ut my days—
To Thee, to Thee alone,

Pomona, Cal.

TOO LATE.

Y C. D. HVLTON

An innocent mm was condem ned to die. Cir-

cumstantial evide ncc was against him. The day

was set for his ex cution. Friends did all in their

power to save hini. Evidence h d been obtained

sufficient to prove his innocence. The Governor of

the State was at once applied to for a reprieve.

But the day of execution arm ed, The people

were convinced that he was not g lilty, but the de-

mauds of the law must be carried out. A'l were

hoping to hear frcm the Governor , but the eventful

hour came, the cc ndemncd maa walked upon the

scaff;Id, the biac ; cap was drawn over his face.

The rope was the tied around h s neck, the trap-

door fell, and a innocent matt was hurled into

eternity.

A voice is heard! All eyes are turned,

comes galloping with a pardon from the I

The man is dead! Too late! How sad!

A sister once, through mistake, became

and very wrongfully accused a brother,

moments they separated. Years passe

never met again. Forgiveness was never;

there was ever a desire for pardon, it \

pressed. We can forgive, without beir

"Father, forgive them; for they know
they do," is the spirit of Christ. But c

asked.

ot what

r hearts

nay be unburdened by expr

heir forgiven

nd now forgi

t is too late.

Two brethn

ed" tir

> took pla

ie. Bi

D in

Shall I do more?"
ma'ter, I answer, "

before it is too late

gether wrong, say

The sister took sick and died,

lever be expressed to hi

noted for ability in days of yon

ng farms. Differences arose, an

vor?e, A dissolution in church

:. They are now living on " bor-

. B says, " I have long since for-

my heart, without his asking.

After maturely considering the

Yes. Try to gain and save him

. Though Bro. D may be alto-

in his presence, ' I freely for-

give you all wrongs, and if I have wronged you,

forgive me.' Say it before it is too late.'

The year, with its opportunities, is swiftly pass-

ing. It will snon be too late for us to do good in

this year. How many hearts have we pierced?

Have we granted forgiveness to those who have

wronged us? Have we gone to those whom we

have wronged and sued for pardon? It wiil soon

be, too late.

Bxwthom, Fla.

THE CRADLE AND ITS TREASURE.

That little piece of furniture, that held you and

e when we were innocent and helpless, stands re-

lated to us in a way that we can hardly measure its

c, nut saying anything about the proud hearts

that presided over us with dignity and love. We
love tliat dainty piece of furniture, and only wish,

for a keepsake, one of those tiny rounds that held

But we step away from that one, and, with silent

tread and uncovered head, we approach another

that means more to you and me than the one asso-

ciated with our childhood days.

Of all the events that have gone into history,

tone are more fruitful of hallowed thoughts, and

weeter emotions, than the one which clusters about

he crude manger in one of Bethlehem's ancient

tables. The manger is rather a homely conveni-

ence for the dumb animal, nor does it attract much
iltention until something precious is associated

with it. No sooner did loving hands place the

>recious gift into i*-, than it became the most pre-

cious spot in a'l the earth. AU that contributed to

the convenience and comfort of the occasion, be-

e of paramount importance. Do you not know
that the countenance of heaven was directed

townrd it, and that the angel's voices, tuned to

heaven's music, sang its precious worth? Do you

know that that glittering orb in the East gazed for

days and weeks over hill snd dale, until it stood

proudly over the place where the little child lay?

We see the importance of a thing, when v/e know
the object with which it is most intimately connect-

ed, Mt. Vernon becomes to us a place of much in
'

terest, simply from the ncble lives associated with

it in by-gone days. Bethlehem would be of little

significance were it not for Christ's birth there,

Our minds would only think of Rachel and Joseph

in connection with the place.

Bethany takes her place in Holy Writ, because

Christ so often graced her streets. The widow of

Nain would have buried her son, and sat in mourn-

ing many days, had it not been for the timely visit

of our Blessed Redeemer.

The woman that pressed through the crowd to

touch the hem of his garment, would have died of

her disease, and passed cut of history unnoticed,

were it not for her perseverance in touching even

the hem of his garment. Zaccheu?, though little

in stature, would have remained little in personal

worth, had he not climbed down out of the tree to

spend a few hours with Christ,

So our lives take on value when we, as did the

wise men, bow at the sacred crib and bestow upon

him the best that we have.

On the other hand, the life of Herod is one to be

shunned and deplored, when placed in contrast

with the life of the lowly Nazarene. Think of the

bloodthirsty mob which clamored for the blood of

Christ, and then think of him in whom was found

>ble shl

Dear reader, think not that you are of any im-

portance, nor can you be what it is possible for you

to be, without first coming to the manger, and ac-

cepting the gifc placed there for you and for me.

Descartes, the great philosopher of the seventeenth

century, who, with his keen insight, succeeded in

tearing off the mask from the philosophy of the

ancients, impresses us as one living out in a field of

barren speculation, holding up here and perhaps

there, a fact of interest. But when we have heard

of hh

aim of i

f the fact that he

of life, because he did

who explored the great

nd who do: giant minds,

asses, and whom we honor

ciety, are scaling the rug-

Many others, who ha

much thinking for the r

for their true worth to i

ged steeps of time at a great disadvantage. If

they would take Christ with them, in all their re-

searches, they would be able to say, with the apos-

tle, " I can do all things through Christ who
strengtheneth me."

Now, when Christmas shall dawn upon us, bring-

ing with it sweet memories of the past, may we
ake a thorough review of its soul-chee ing events!

ay we give our hearts to him who oa e was laid

a manger, and he will magnify our ives in the

esence of the living Father.

Ashland, Ohio.

PRECIOUS QiFTS.

BY JOHN R. SNYDER,

Tt is at this season of the year that the spirit of

benevolence seems to dominate the hearts of

Christendom. From the very wealthy, who can

give the most expensive gifts and not sacrifice, to

the gift of a mite, which carries with it a wealth of

love, which cannot be measured by money value,

the s^me principle seems to underlie all, It is that

principle which was brought into the world by the

song of the angels, and the example of the wise

men, in presenting their treasures to the new-born

Babe of Bethlehem. But the spirit which actuated

the wise men in their gifts of gold and odorous spi-

ces, is sadly lacking in much of our modern gift-

making. While their gifts were precious, and of

great value, yet it was the great spirit of love which

prompted them to make the sacrifice, that made
the gifts of such worth.

The soul of gifts is love; they arc only tokens of

something else,—the inward feeling, of which they

are the outward expression. If no affection goes

with them, they arc a mockery, far better withheld,

It is the thought of the great love which brought

to the world, on the day v/e commemorate, the gift

of a Redeemer, that gives meaning to our gifts at

this time. Do we, dear reader, consider, for a mo-

ment, the greatness of that gifi? The most daz-

zling gem, or costly emerald pale into lustreless

stones before the brilliancy of the Star of the East,

yet, that star only guided the shepherds to the

manger, where lay the most precious " gift," which

shall be to all people and for all time, to those

who seek for it. Never was greater love shown at

any time than what the Father has shown, and nev-

er was sacrifice made, as by the Son, when he gave

up all heavenly pys and came to a sin-cursed

world, that we might be healed by his stripes, and

have a Christmas Day to celebrate. Whole worlds

of redeemed mortals singing pxms of praise and

shouting alleluias, can never pay the cost of that

Gift, but we can, in a measure, show our apprecia-

tion of the great love he has bestowed upon us, by

laying ourselves upon the al'ar of sacrifice, to be

used of him and by him, and truly say:

" Here Lord, I give myself away,

'Tis all that I can do."

Then, and then only, will we'be able to appreci-

ate the fullness of love and preciousness of Jesus,

and feel constrained to do more for him, and then,

when all is done, it will be little enough, for,

" I bave brought to thee;

Down from my home above,

Salvation full aud free

My pardon and my love:

I brought rich gifts to thee,

What hast thou brought to me?
"

Bell*fontxinc, Ohio.

"The man who feeds on mush and milk and

dresses in linsey-woolsey, and keeps out of deb*,

is a wiser man and a fcappier man than he who live'!

in a palace on borrowed money and defrauds his

creditors."
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! COMMITTEE: -The Mond:

The danger lint

;tnp. He who vei

ling a fearful risk.

Holy Ghost preachers, in ihe true s

are tbose who preach what the Holy Ghost had

recorded in the Bible.

Fifteen dollars a year for tobacco, and then

t some poor, hard-working preacher suffer

for the want of an overcoat, as he- rides

through the cold and rain to preach the Gos-
pel? What do you think about that kind of

Christianity? Let us have less tobacco and

There is no occasion for being alarmed be-
cause members call for more prayer meetings,

more Sunday schools, more song services, or
more series of meetings, but when ihey be-
gin to call for church tes'.ivals, or semi-relig-

ious entertainments, then the faithful should
both watch and pray.

If you want to donate* the Messenger one
year to one seeking the truth, you can have it

for cue dollar. That means fifty-two first class

• their way of doinu' missionary '

It is reported that the 250 Pennsylvania
senators and representatives, who, at the ex-

pense of the State, attended the dedication

of the Grant monument in New York, smoked
S450 worth of cigars, and drank nearly $3,000

worth of wines and liquors. The Governor
had the good sense to veto the appropriation

What are ministers for, if not to preach;

Then put them all at it. Why have five, 01

more, at one meeting?

It is all right to give gifts to your children,

ind others, on Christmas, but give them things

hat will, at least, do them no harm.

Have a good time at Christmas. Yes, that

s all right, but while doing so, abstain from-

hose things that are not becoming Christians.

Your preacher may need a Bible, and why
r.ot you give him one- as a Christmas present?

Do this and you will feel the better on ac-

How about that poor man or poor we
who lives near you? Have you a nice CI

mas present for such? Will you help 1

of the poor this Christmas?

ver before told your children that

i is a myth, tell them now. Do
them any longer. It is danger-

ve children in this, as in any other

When Jesus was born the wise men
learned of the fact, so they took him gifts.

We now give gifts to others, and so the giving

of gifts goes on, and will continue until Jesus

comes again.

A band of missionaries, numbering seven,

are on their way to Klondyke. They go there

to preach the Gospei to the miners. They
hail from different States, and hope to reach

their destination in March.

We regret that we have not room on this

page for an interesting letter from Sister Ber-

tha Ryan. We hope to have room for it next

week. Much other interesting matter, intend-

ed for this page, must also lay over one week.

How much hnve you done for your hard-

working minister during the last twelve

months, compared with what he has done for

you? How would it look if you would take

him a few sacks of flour, or something of that

kind? It is Christmas, you know.

And so you want the preacher's wil

stay at home, work hard, take care of the

children, and even do the chores around the

premises, so her husband can go and preach

the Gospel, and then you will not even givt

her a dress, or do anything to make her bur
den lighter! Well, what do you suppose thi

angels think about that kind of Christianity?

Some years ago a missionary in Masks
induced the Government to supply the In

dians, at a few of the missions, with reindeer

These reindeer have thrived and multiplied

in this cold region, and some of them are now
used for relief services. A number of them
are to be driven 600 miles across the country,

to relieve a party of whalers, caught in the

BULSAR NOTES.

—It is the time of rice harvest now.

—Sister Ryan has brought from the centra

provinces, twenty- six famine orphans, boy

and girls, and one Brahmin widow.

—Some of the children are now in pretty

good condition, but others look like walking

skeletons. One poor little girl died this week.

—The care of the Orphanage naturally falls

to Sister Ryan. She does her part well, and

the little ones all cling about her and call hei

'mamma." We are all papas and mamma:
to them, for they have no other.

—They have a separate house and a nativi

brother and sister live with them, having thi

direct oversight. All sit on the floor, sleep

on the floor, eat with their fingers, native

and wear native dress. We hope to bring

them up to be native CAn'slima. and not,

sometimes happens, to be " English-ide;

—I wonld suggest that those who have r

read Jas. Stalker's " Life of Paul,"* would :

cure a copy and read it carefully. It is ine

pensive, and treats the matter in hand in

most excellent manner. His description

a church, with Paul as the bishop, is viv

In that chapter he says: "After the servic

just described were over, the members «

down together, to a love feast, which w
wound up with the breaking of bread in the

Lord's Supper (the Communion); and then,

after a fraternal kiss, they parted to

—I enjoy the reading of church history. It

has so many lessons for us. Every man ca

profit by the experiences of others, if he wills

Fisher's is a good one-volume history of the

Christian church. On page 37, the author

says: " In these meetings they sat at the tabh

together, and partook of a common meal

the agape, or love feast. At the close of thi

repast, whoever presided, handed round lb

bread and wine, as Jesus had done at the las

Supper. This was the primitive form of the

Oct

CHRISTMAS THOUGHTS.

The birth of Christ is the grandest and
ost important event in the history of the

world. It was the dawn of new hopes, the

ning of a better history for struggling

humanity. The Savior of the world became
helpless babe, a humble servant, clothed

mortal flesh, that the world might enjoy

his grace, and heaven be filled with his glory.

In Christ's birth the sorrows anil fears of

lost and ruined world were mingled with
the brightest hopes and fondest expectations

of future happiness. At his birth the star of

hope hung in all its beauty and loveliness, in
' e eastern horizon of a dark and lost world.

Although the Savior's advent into the world,

is in a very humble manner, it did not con-

al the glory of his coming. The holy an-

ds soon made known to the humble shep-

herds who were watching their flocks on the

plains, the advent of the long-expected Re-
deemer. The joyous songs Hood the skies

until the earth is filled with " the richest strains

and sweetest melodies," as the angel throng

chant in rapturous joy, "Glory to God in the

highest, on earth peace, good will to men."
The heavenly vision disappears. The joy-

ous shepherds are on their way to Bethlehem,
and soon they reach the stable and behold
the infant Lord in the manger, and offer, in

deepest humility, the gifts and homage of

the poor, to their newborn King. Now the

happy shepherds, after having found and
worshiped their Redeemer and King, return

to their flocks, praising and glorifying God,

and spreading the good tidings o." great joy

This Redeemer " is just the same to-day,"

and the same (and even more) honor and
praise is due him, than when the wise men
and shepherds came to worship him.

This event calls for a special celebration

once each year by all people, with gifts of

love and songs of praise. The old, the young,

the rich, the poor, the wise, the simple, the

sorrowing, the distressed, and the condemned
all may lind in him a gracious helper and 2

kind, s\ mji.uln in;,' Savior.

All should praise the Lord because the joy

that flowed from Bethlehem's manger,

broad enough to cover this world, rich enough

to bless every soul, and deep enough t

all ye people; praise him every nation!
"

A CHRISTMAS BLESSINJ.

reader, send a donation for the world

mission to the General Missionary and Tract

Committee, Mt. Morris, 111., and God will give

you a Christmas blessing.

ONE DOLLAR.

Let each and every one of us that can,

one dollar as a Christinas present for the

Washington City church. Those that cannot

give a dollar might give a half dollar. Give

what you can. Perhaps the dear little chil-

dren can give some nickels and dimes. Ten
dimes make a dollar. Now let us see how
much we can raise. Now is the time to work.

Rest will come in the sweet by and by.

Gaynor, Mo.

the feast, two distinguished ministers,— Dr.

Parkin, pastor of the First M. E. Church,

antown, and Dr. Parkhurst, editor of

ZiotCi Herald, Boston, Mass. You will likely

hear from Dr. Parkhurst through his paper,

seemed much interested in our services.

Eld. Tobias Myers officiated. Nov. 14 our

deacons, elected a few weeks since, were in-

tdl.il, vis., Bro. F. W. Price and ISro. Alph-
as Fahncslock, with his wife. Eld. S. R.

Zug gave the charge. The service was un-
usually solemn and impressive. We hope
these officials may be sent forth of the Spirit,

become efficient helpers.— G. X. Falkeiu
in, Dec. 1.

Dryden, Ark.-IIaving been in school this

month, I have not spent very much time in

the field, but 1 am endeavoring to keep up the

regular appointments. The work is moving
along slowly but encouragingly, and, while
but few visible results have been accom-
plished, yet the way is opened up and the

faith more firmly planted in the hearts of the

people, who, in general, seem glad to hear
the pure Gospel preached, How people, who

accepted a sort of half-way obedience
trist, can continue in such, after hearing

the whole Gospel preached, or how those,

who have not accepted any system of faith,

can accept such a half-way sort of obedience,

is a mystery yet unsolved, unless, perhaps,

it be in fulfillment of: "The time will come
when they will not endure sound doctrine."—

B. /:. av.s/c-;-. Dec. 1.

Washington, D. C. — The Messenger is

doing a good work in our city. We should
have many more to distribute. The attcn-

Many wonder why we do not build, iiiir

answer is given,—though very reluctantly, -

"We have not yet sufficient money." This
is hard to explain, because of the knowledge
some have of the effort made, and time upent,

in soliciting funds. We arc anxiously wait-

ing the response to the one dollar request,

made several times in the Messenger.
Perhaps I had better mention it again. Some
may have forgotten it It was this. Let $.000

of the members each send one dollar to

the General Missionary and Tract Commit-
tee, Mt. Morris, 111., and the church will go
up. Don't miss the opportunity to res; rh

by thinking the amount has already been sent

Staunton, Va.—We have been made to

rejoice, recently, when an aged, grey-headed

father united with the church here. We had
our love feast on Saturday, Nov. 27, God
alone knows the happiness that came to us,

in seeing thirty-six members of like precious

faith, surround the Lord's tables at our first

feast in this city. Bro. Samuel Driver, L. A.

Wenger, E. D. Kendig and II. C. Early were

the ministering brethren present. We had a
good meeting, Our little hall was filled with

eager spectators. Brethren Kendig and Early

remained with us over Sunday. Bro. Early

gave us two soul-cheering sermons on Sun-

day. At the close of the last sermon, one
precious soul confessed Christ. We arc con-

ident that others are seriously counting the

:ost, Brethren, pray for us! — Martha Click,

Yov.30.

Hawthorn, Fla. — With this report ends

ny first year's labor in the Florida Missk>D,

\s a whale, we have reasons to be grateful

nly Fathei

sple: ' thic

FROM THE FIELD.

Ferrenburg, Mo.—We were again madi

rejoice, when, at our regular monthly visit

Poplar Bluff, two instead of one, were found

to be "willing to suffer affliction with the peo-

ple of God," rather than "to enjoy the pleas-

ures of sin for a season." Heb. 11: 25. A
week's meetings at the Hurricane school

house, and a love feast at the close, proved

very encouragini; to the Fast Prairie church,

Ira I'. Eby, Dec, 1.

Germantown, Pa.—We report a marked

interest in both church and Sunday school

attendance. We had a pleasant feast tbi

month. The attendance was not so large

on account of the rain. There were present,

are faithful, we will be amply rewarded in

due time, for our isolation from dear ones at

home. The work here goes comparatively

slow. We have many objections to meet

and obstacles to overcome. We mike some
mistakes too. But, after all, it occurs to me
that the church in Florida bas made some

progress during the year. We have bap-

tized eight, restored one and received nine

letters of membership. We have lost two by

death, and six by removal. We hope to

have some members, from the North, spend

the winter with us. We especially desire

some ministerial help at our love feast, Jan.

1. Besides my own efforts, Bro. D. E. Stover

preached three sermons this month. Bro. I.

W. and John Leatherman are holding two

monthly i^poin tin cuts on Indian River, and

Bro. S. M. Eby is doing considerable work at

Winter Haven, and points west.— C. D, Hyt-

tou, Nov. 30.



THE GOSPEL IMIIESSIEISra-IEIR,. IS, 1897.

The Gospel Messenger,

BRETHREN PUBLISHING HOUSE,
Mo ; Mo ,

niii.

B), L. Miller, Mount Mortis, 111., J Editors
H, B. Brumbaugh, Huntingdon, Pa,, >

'!' H. Moors ,.. Office Editor

'JC3EPH Auicjc,..,,... Businesi Manages/

Eo&eo £by, Daniel Hays, W. R. Destsr.

^-Communications lot publication should I.l- legibly written with black

one page what ought to ootupy two.

S^-Auonymoua communications will not he published.

fjrDoiml mlxbu Inc: with minks I >i publication. Keep your com-

;-- -I

whom it lsaddresstK

Uculars.

II yo do D

ta-WhcncliansIn
future address in till "a""

d

atld

„K°h™™"s

d
«' ' "' ';',';

i and to

leedlws

ell week to nil subscribers. I( the ad-

:o, or Reentered Let

lalilne House. Mount

at Mount Morris. 1

Mount Morris, III., Dec. i8, 1897.

The Sunday School Department wi'l be resumed

in the next issue.

A recent series of meeting', at Fouctainda

Pa , closed with five accession?.

Bro. T. J. Kolb is engaged in a protracted meet-

ing in the Middletown Valley church, Md.

Bko. J. S. Florv is to commence a series of

meetings at NjperviHe, this State, Dec 19, at 10 A.

An unusual number of notes that should have

appeared in this issue, must lay over until next

week,

A series of meetings, at Weyers Cave, Va., held

by Bro. I. J. Rosenberger, closed with seven acces-

sions.

At a series of meetings, recently held at Driver,

Ohio, four were baptized and five restored to fel-

lowship.

Bro. Trout will probab'y close his meetings at

Lanark this week. A number were baptized last

Sunday.

Bro, W. R. Miller is now engaged in a series

of meetings in Pearl City, this State. He reports

a good interest.

Five accessions at the Cottage Grove church,

Ind , are reported as the result of a series of meet-

ings held by Bro. D. F. Hoover.

Bro. L. W, Teeter closed his series of meetings

in the Bear Creek church, Ohio, with six acces

sions by confession and baptism.

Bro. C. P. Rowland will return to the mission

field in Wisconsin next week. He expects to visit

a number of new points during this trip,

Last Monday 337 letters came to the Messenger
ffice. This shows that our business is increasing,

nd that all of us have our hands full.

Seven recent accessions to the church at Chip

pewa, Wis , are reported as the result of a series

of meetings held by Bro. John M. Smith.

The crowded condition of our columns t

week makes it necessary for us to omit the Qu
ists' Department, and also the Sermon Outlines.

We are just in receipt of the Minutes of the Dis-

trict Meeting of North Missouri, held Sept. 10.

Bro. J. E .
Ellenbsrger is to represent the District

on the Standing Committee. One query goes to

the Annual Meeting.

The Brethren had a gloricus metting at Cerro

gordo, 111,, Bro. J. H. Wright having done the

telling. There were twenty-two accessions.

Several communications, intended for this

Christmas issue, reached us too late to be as-

signed space, and for that reason will not be pub-

lished.

Bro. Jonas Fike, of Eglon, W. Va„ is reported

in the midst of a very interesting series of meet-

ings at the Union schoolhouse, Beaver Run church,

W. Va.

Bro. J. A, Bricker, of Downsville, Md,, speaks

very highly of his recent visit among the members

in Northwest Baltimore. He says he never met

a more zealous band of workers.

We learn with pleasure that the spiritual outlook

at Huntington, Ind , is promising. Bro. Gorman

Hecter is reported to be doing a good work, and

bis efforts are very much appreciated.

Our contributors have so many good things to

say about Christmas, this week, that we see no

occasion for offering anything additional. We feel

like saying " Amen," to nearly all cf it.

Wb are prepared to fill orders tor Sunday school

collection envelopes at 15 cents per dczen. They

e prepared for the u-e of Brethren's school?, and

II be found both convenient and durable.

ne of the churches in Virginia decided to set

apart Siooo for the purpose of sending the Mes-

senger to the poor. That is a very kind act, and

those who receive the paper will certainly appreciate

it.

the

Local Bible Terms are becoming quite common
long the Brethren, It is a line of work that

ould be encouraged, and, if properly c'eyeloped

d wisely managed, will result in great good to

f pure Christianity.

Bro. H. W. Strickler, of Loraine, 111, writes

; from Martins, Cass Co., Ncbr., stating that he

has been spending some time among the isolated

... that State. He also had in contemplation a

visit among the members at Kearney.

Writing from Lamed, Pawnee Co., Kans., Bro.

D, S, Bowman says there is a movement on foot

to locate a colony of Brethren at that place. He
Ins been living there seven years, and is anxious

to have the County settled largely by members.

St., De
the Brethren's meetinghouse, ifo6 E. Lyon

s, Iowa, commencing at 11 A. M,,

Dsc, 25, there will be a nine day meeting, con-

sisting of Bible study, public preaching and song

services. Tuition free, but for the price of lodging

write Bro. S. M. Goughnour, Elkhart, Iowa,

A Ministerial Meeting will be held in the

Middletown Valley church, Md., Dec. 16 and 17.

The program did not reach us until the last issue

was on the press, and it will be of no interest to

publish it in this issue, as the meeting will be over

before most of our readers get the paper.

From a theoretical standpoint, a good deal has

been said in the Messenger, from time to time,

concerning the sisters' prayer vail or prayer cov-

ering, as it is sometimes called, but next week, in

her "Notes from India," Sister Bertha Ryan v ill

tell something practical. And what she relates

on this point will not only be read with interest,

but it will do good.

In renewing his subscription, Bro. Jos. A, Het-

rick writes: " In your article you say I cannot

afford to do without the Messenger for 1898.

Now, that is so. For my own personal benefit, I

would not be without it for double the price.

Every v/eek it brings to me glorious news of sauls

being saved. For the present, here at the Red
Bank church, Oakland, Pa., we are without pre

ing."

The Brethren at Lancaster, -Pa,, have just dedi-

ated a large and commodious house of worship.

The outlook, in the city, is reported very promis-

A recent series of meetings, held by Bro.

Silas Hoover, resulted in twelve applicants for

embership, the most of whom have been bap-

tized.

Bro. Stover writes us that no more money
:ed be collected for the India sufferers. At the

last meeting of the General Mission Board it was

decided that any money not needed for the re-

lief of the sufferers, should be placed with the

India Orphanage fund. The money will thus go

n doing good by helping the children of those

'ho perished during the famine,

Coksi

at least

correspondence must lay over

e week. Some of it has been on

i a week or more, but, on account of its length,

have not yet been able to find room for it,

se who are rather lengthy in their correspon-

:e must exercise patience, for it is our rule to

: short repoits the preference, and of these we

j been having an unusual amount of late.

The Special Bible Term, at Huntingdon, will

jen Jan. 17, that at North Manchester, Jan, 4,

at Mt. Morris, Jan. 3, and at Piattsburg, the early

part of February. We have not heard when the

3ible work will open at McPherson and the other

chools, but we trust that all these special terms

i<ill be largely attended, We urge that the minis-

ers living nea" where these Bible terms are held do

nat fail to attend them.

One day this week we received orders for nearly

two hundred Premium Bibles. This shows what

great demand there is for this book. Those

who have received the Bible are well pleased with

it, and cheerfully recommend it to others. See

mr terms on next to the last page. Especially

hould these terms be made known to those who

ire not now taking the Messenger, for in this

way many hundreds of new subscribers may be prc-

At the time we close these pages there is in

progress, in the Mount, an Anti-secret Conven-

tion, that is not only well attended, but it is full

of enthusiasm. On Monday evening Prof, C. A.

Blanchard delivered an address on "Christians

and Lodges," that ought to be repeated in every

town and community in this land; an address that

all of our members and their children could hear

with profit. He is a man who has made the evils

of the Lodge a study, and knows how to treat the

subject in a clear, forcible and dignified manner.

His address showed not only the inconsistency of

Christians entering the Lodge, but greatly con-

6rmed our people in their opposition to secret

and oath-bound orders. There were otfier address-

es of special merit, and we feel confident that the

gathering will prove a benefit to this community,

We shall be pleased to publish short programs

of Bible Terms, but suggest that they be as brief

as possible, so that space may be given them

without crowding out other mitter, Here is one

that came too late to appear elsewhere, so we con-

dense it, and make room for it here:

Bible Normal at Sabetha, Kans,, from Dec. 25 to Jan. 6,

conducted by Bro. S. Z. Sharp. Program:

1. New Testament Geography.

2. Life o£ Christ.

3. Old Testament Geography.

4. Relation of the Old Testament to the New, as taught

in Hebrews.

5. How to Read the Scriptures.

6. Ministerial Work and Workers.

7. Sunday School Work and Workers.

S, q. Question Box and Vocal Music.

Bring Brethren's Sunday School Song Book.

For particulars, address, N. R. Fike, Sabetha, Kans.

Let all such announcements be made in this con-

densed form, and they will receive an early inser-

tion. As for expenses-, the price of board, etc

,

that can be learned by writing, and for that reason

each Secretary should not fail to give his address.



THE GOSPEL ^dZESSE3STC3-EE.. £C9

Bro. J W. Chambers requests us to say that the

proposed Bible Term, at the New Haven church,

Mich., during the Holidays, will not be held at that

time on account of not being able to procure the

services of an instructor, The term is postponed

indefinitely.

mand is: " Go into all the world! Go into all lands

and take them for Christ."

There is no line, no limitl It is not the will of

our Heavenly Father that one soul shall be lost,

but that a'l may come to a knowledge of the

COKC ERNING the doctrinal numbe r, B o. A H.

Reeves Dicke ns, Iowa , writes: "I hav e bee n a

reader of the p aper a goodm any years, a id I think

this tb : best paper I ever saw." He think s it

should be ex cnsively circu lated. We can sun

fill orders for copies. Writ ! and ! ay how n any

you can make i good us eof.

madeWe learn that arrangements have be

for a Special Bible Term at each of our Colleges.

It is to be hoped that these terms will be largely

attended by our members, especially by our young

ministers. It will probably be to the interest of

any congregation, to raise money enough to pay

the expenses of some of her ministers, who

wish to attend one of these terms. This is one

way in which a congregation can encourage

of her pr.

preachers

for their

Everywhi

and this i

achers. If possible, send all the young

and in the meantime write the College

program for their Special Bible Term.

re there is a demand for bettei

i one way of getting them.

is to be driven out and

Eighteen hundred years

ed and the fight for the

since then, the warfare

we were wondering what

truth, and be saved. Sin

righteousness to come in.

ago the Jordan was cros:

promised land begun.

Down through the ages

has been going on, and

the Lord might say to us if he were to speak as

he did to his servant Joshua. Might he not well

say to his church, " Thou art well stricken in years

and there remaineth yet very much land to be

possessed."

Surely Joshua and his hosts did well, in compar-

ison to what we have been doing. And did we

ever ask ourselves why it is so? How much of

this world has been taken lor Christ? Give Chris-

tianity its widest possible interpretation, and only a

very small part has been possessed. Narrow this

MUCH LAND YET TO BE TAKEN.

In the early history of Abraham, the Lord prom-

ised to him a land in which his seed should have

a perpetual home. It was to extend from th

Nile in the south, to the Euphrates on the north

But it was a long time before this promise couh

be fulfilled. Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph

all lived and died without enjoying the fullness

of the promise made, though repeated a number

of times that it might not b: forgotten, and that

their hopes might be revived and faith kept alive

as to the sureness of the promise made by God.

Even Moses, the honored leader of his people

to the promised land, was not permitted to enter.

He could only climb Pisgah's heights, look it over

and die.

Joshua was the chosen of the Lord to lead the

people over and possess the land. And though

he was permitted to live to a goodly age, yet

was the time too short to accomplish the great

work whercunto he was called. He had done

much in subduing the enemies that inhabited the

land. Battle after battle had been fought, and

victory after victory won.

After all his wonderful achievements, we have

the Lord speaking to him in these words: " Thou

art old and stricken in years, and there remain-

eth yet very much land to be possessed." It

seemed to be a sad thought in the mind of the

Lord, that his servant was so slow in filling the

desire and purpose of his heart, in reference to his

people. The time had come when division should

be made, and there was yet very much land that

was not possessed. The promise was that they

should have it all, and the possession of it was

left largely in their own hands. To them were

given the possibilities and power to take every foot

of it, and had they gone for

which was given to them, th

have been driven out, and th

possession lack

•d and used that

ist enemy would

hole land in their

in their part. The

land belonged to them by right of promise, but

they failed in not going in and taking possession.

The children of Israel and their promised land,

is a figure of the larger promise afterwatds made

to the world, through a greater leader than Moses

or Joshua. Under the redemptive power of

Christ, the boundary lines of the Nile and tht

Euphrates have been taken away, and the whole

world is included. The whole world is now given

by promise, to the Israel of God, and the com

interpreta

make

to the standard that

nd what i i but

mctimes

is a drop in a buck-

? Where is China,

a, Europe, Mexico

Only a few spies

:veral of these far-

et. How could it be otherwis

India, Africa, Arabia— all Ai

and the islands of the sea?

have touched the shores of

away lands.

Do we piay that the kingdom of Christ may

grow and increase until righteousness shall

the face of the earth as the waters cove

mighty deep? We do. Often do we hear this

kind of prayers. We do not say that it is wrong

to do so, because this is what the Lord expects

his people to do,—to go forth in the might of his

power to conquer the world for Christ, The king-

dom of Christ is likened to the rolling stone that

gathered and enlarged as it rolled, until it be-

came so large that it filled the whole earth. Are

we helping to roll this stone,—are we pushing it

along? If so, how much, how far,—where? These

are questions that we ought to be able to an-

swer. If any people in the world ought to be

concerned and at work, we should, We take

they should continue to press on in the path of

duty.

Let the subject before us be prefaced first by

another question. Are the missions, now conclude 1

several cities, by the Brethren, a success?

The answer to that question depends upon the an-

gle from which you view the subject. If the results

obtained are simply and barely to be measured by

what is yet to be done, short-sighted people to-

day can justly say the work is a failure, just as

truly as the Jews spoke of Christ's work as being

a failure, when he hung upon the cross. Little

to the visible eye has been accomplished, and

this is said without one iota of reflection upon the

faithful and consecrated workers in the cities.

But look at the question from another angle.

Some souls have accepted Christ, and a few have

gone to their reward, with a hope in Jesus Christ

as 'their righteousness. And if there be but one

in the number who has been saved, in the sight

of high heaven, how worthy the effort has been.

But look again, and still at another angle. Soire

church members who are freely criticising city

missions, advocate that, unless there is a perfect

id perfect members in our city missions,

a failure, though they want a broader

margin for their own home country congregation.

Judging from the criticism of others, they had

expected the humble efforts of the few, located

in our large cities, limited in means and accom-

modations, to have already converted the cities

to Chrii t, and a larger portion to have accepted

the Brethren's faith and practice. Were that true,

in a measure it would be a modern miracle, the

wonderfulness of which would eclipse any miracle

Christ performed while upon earth.

.nd our doings ought to be in

position. If it is the will of God

saved, and if Christ died for all,

go in helping to this end?

we saw a map of several of the

, on which all our churches were

ck dot. As we looked at this

iced thinking. We were made

iome of the other of our own

How

nd to be

The crie

strong grounds,

proportion to oui

that all shall be

how far should we

Sometime ago

far western State!

marked by a bl;

map we comrne

to wonder how some

States would look, if mapped the same way,

about the New England States, the major part of

the southern States? How many dots would

there be in these great States, with their millions

of inhabitants? Then, too, look at our great

citiesl. How many dots would we find in thesi

Again, let us. pass over the seas into the Easte

Continent,—and how many dots are there?

Thou church of the Lord Jesus Christ, endued

with power from on high, with the promise of all

power, art thou not well stricken

yet there remaineth very much li

sessed? Surely there is, brethren,

wails of the lost and doomed come rinj

ear;, entreating to come and save. W
arise to the might of our possibilities

drive out the enemies—the power of sin, and con-

quer the world for Christ? Duty is loudly calling

and we should respond, " Here, Lord, use me."

pos-

help

WILL CITY MISSIONS BE A SUCCESS FOR THE
BRETHREN CHURCH ?-No. I.

Not by any m
And it is here take

in the hedge-row

ans an unthought-of question,

i up because some are lodging

f unbelief on the subj:ct, while

church ;

they ar

This is not a day oi

day of uork. Christ c

go into his vineyard

Gospel,—not play at it

in establishing missior

Th

xles, however, but a

nded his children to

vork at spreading his

: efforts of the church,

the city, might justly

sufficient

very large

meetings ha

be compared to one little child of a large and

well-to-do family, who has gone in some remote

corner of the back-yard of its great home, in

the city, and built for itself a playhouse, out of a

few boards, brick and other material it was able to

find lying around unused. The child has done

well with the material it had on hand, and its

facilities (or making a house, but were some one

to ask what the child was doing, a reply would

soon come, "Oh, it is playing at housebuilding."

And so it has been with our city missions. Thus

far our missions and missionaries have not had

rans, suitable accommodations

perience to work with. Their

n held in halls, desecrated by

dancing and reveling, not twelve hours previous

to meeting-time, and because of this, many who

would seek Christ would not enter the room. Per-

haps their churchhouse is located in some out-of-

the-way place, on some street where you would least

look for a church, were you hunting for one, and,

when found, the conditions are such, without and

within, that it is difficult to spend one hour in un-

disturbed devotion to God. Add to these con-

ditions that, because of limited means being con-

tributed, by the Fraternity, for such work, only

one or two or three workers are employed, and

they on terms of a bare suppoit, and these, single-

handed, must struggle and stand their ground

against the multi-handed power of sin, and is it not

surprising that the church has secured a hold in

our cities at all? Is it not a greater wonder that

the cause is not wholly crushed out ? It would have

been long ago, had not God been behind the work-

ers and the work. And with him behind, success

is sure to follow in a double measure to our efforts.

But more on this subject in the next article.

G. B. R,
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—* HOME * AND * FAMILY*—

THE BIRDS OP BETHLEHEM.

I heard the bells of Bethlehem liDg—

Their voice was sweeter than the priests'

1 beard the birds of Bethlehem sing

Unbidden in the cburchly feasts.

They clung and suDg on the swinging chair

High in the dim and incensed air;

The priests, with repetitions vain,

Chanted a never ending prayer.

So bell and bird and priest I heard,

Bat voice of bird was most to me-
lt bad no ritual, no word,

And yet it sounded true and free.

I thought child Jesus, were he there,

Would like ibe singing birds the best.

And clutch his little hands in air

And smile upon his mcther' breast.

Nobody knows the day of Christ's birth, and not

;ven the year is settled. For a long time no men-

ion is made of Christmas by the early Christian

writers, and when it began to be observed the same

lay was not settled upon until a considerable time

lad elapsed. At the present all the world have

igreed to set aside Dec. 25 as the time to observe

or the birth of the Savior.

Queer it is how some of these "sacred" days

;ome about, In the first placrc it is of Catholic ori-

gin, and started in an age of feast days and relig-

ous observances. The Pope who sent the mission-

try to convert the Saxon heathen instructed him to

nsert in the Christian ceremony as much of the

jagan rites as would conveniently fit in, so that the

;hange should not be too abrupt, In following out

his line of instruction the Saxons were allowed to

iacrifice as many oxen to the White Christ on

:hristmas as they had hitherto offered to the Devil.

This is the recorded start of the feasting on that

3ay. There are a few sects now in existence that

iturdily refuse to have anything to do with Christ-

nas on this account.

It is along cry from the stubby, half- naked Saxons,

easting on a roasted ox, to the turkey and celery

if the present, and the spirit of the day has under-

gone a wonderful improvement as well. It is as it

;hould be that one day is set aside for a good time

n the family. It is a season for the home-gather

ng of the outlying members,—a day of good cheer.

Those who have should see that those who have not

tre prcvided for, and I will go a step further and

;uggest that all the domestic animals be given an

idditional ration on that day. Sentiment, of

:ourse, but as far as that goes the whole day is sim-

)ly a matter of sentiment and not of fact.

You will never really appreciate a heme Christ-

nas until you have had your stint of good times and

he home is broken up,—irrevocably gone into the

ading past. Years ago, I saw a rich old man at

mc of the hotels order a royal lay-out at a Christ-

nas dinner. He sat there with folded hands look-

ng at it. Obsequious waiters hovered around. It

vas all of no use. He got up, leaving the meal un-

ouched, and walked away. He was not sick,—only

iitent. Years ago he had a home and on Christmas

ie wis one of a family group that were now all un-

ler the frozen grass. Maybe it was this that made
lim so silent.

Let all who read have a good time around the

amily board. As the years come and go the places

vill be thinned out fast enough. There will be time
enough to cry, and Christmas comes but once a

/ear. Give the youngsters a good chance even at

he risk of a great big pain at night under a little

ihirt. The time will come when they will never
hink of the pain, and remember only that day
when "we were all together yet." It is essentially

1 day for the material side of things. From the time
he speckled egg was hatched out under the old
icn, up to the hour the strutting gobbler flopped
ind fluttered out his life, things were getting ready

for the occasion. See that you are not going to be

a marplot in the order of things.

On Christmas Day the who'e world is susceptible

of being divided into two classes,—those who have

turkey and those who don't. The moral aspect of

the situation is summed up in the statement that

the haves must divide with the havents. And you

don't want to give your neighbor a piece of turkey

with one hand and a piece of your mind as to his

general worthlessness. Let all go. You might not

have sailed his boat any better than he did. The
Mulligan youngster may be dirty-faced, freckled,

and all that, but you have no idea how badly he

wants a stick of that yellow candy, while he has no

cent. You attend to that, and he will remember it

of you when some other people will have forgotten

bigger things.

Every community has its people that seem, by

common consent, to be overlooked. They are the

ones expected to give, but are never looked on as

proper persons to receive anything. It may be that

such would value a kindness more than others, be-

cause it was unlooked for. Then there are the sick

and the helpless. All that we hoard here we leave

behind us when we die; what we give to such peo-

ple we take with us, and, at its best, the amount

111 be nothing to boast about.

Finally, a Merry Christmas to you, an3 many of

them to come!

Lewisburg, Pa, .

THE TRUE MEANING OF CHRISTMAS.

BY ALICE S. WALLICK,

Last Christmas a little girl came over to spend

several hours. We got to talking ^bout the day.

She said, •' This is the day Santa Claus always

es; he came while I was asleep last night aud

brought me a lot of nice things."

told her of the little child Jesus being born and

laid in a manger, as they had no other place to put

him; how he grew to be a good and useful man, and

gave his life to save every one,—little children and

big folks,—and that we keep Christmas as his birth-

day, because God gave us such a good gift. Her
little face brightened and she said, " I must go

home and tell mamma about it; I don't believe she

knows it."

This child had attended Christmas en'ertain-

merits; and while there were exercises about the

Chriitchild, the subject that was most impressed

upon her mind was that of Santa Claus bringing her

and other little folks toys, candies, etc. Na doubt

the appearance of Santa Claus at the close of the

exercises, with candy for all, erased from her little

mind what little good had been done by the short

exercises about the child Jesus.

In many homes all that children know about

Christmas is, that Santa Claus comes and brings

them presents while they slept, while never a word
is taught them as to the true meaning of Christmas.

Bloomingda'e, Mick.

THE BIRTHDAY.

MMA CARSTENSEN.

Dear sisters, what have you done in the v/ay of

preparing the children for the celebration of this,

the greatest of all birthdays? Have you overtaxed

your nerves and your purse trying to get them all

rigged out in new clothes? If so, you, as well as

the children, will be disappointed when the day is

over. If you have taught them, as the day was ap-

proaching, what it signifies, that it is a birthday,

whose it is, and where He was born, and that there

are millions of people who do not knop; anything

about the birth of Christ, and therefore never have

Christmas, your work has not been in vain. It is

surprising to find how interested the children be-

come, and how willing and anxious they are to sac-

rifice the usual candy and nuts, to help tell the

heathen about Jesus.

If any of you had an experience similar to

mine, I am sure you are not trying to deceive the

t little ones with Santa Claus. When a

child Santa Claus visited our house every year. My
parents had the very sensible idea that candy was
injurious to both leelh and pocketbook. One of

the nicest apples in the cave, a few nuts from the

attic and some home-made animal cakes, with a

lozenge or two, composed our treat. That was very

good, and I doubt whether children ever were

happier.

As I grew older, one of my sisters told me who
Santa Claus was. At first I felt angry because she

tried to make me believe that my parents would te'.l

an untruth. When, finally, I had to yield, I felt so

disappointed that I did not want to live any longer

in a world of deception. It was a long time before

I became reconciled to the situation.

As I grew older, my enjoyment of the day de-

pended on giving and receiving presents. As I

never gave nor received many, the day generally

passed away, leaving an unsatisfied longing in my
heart. Since I have learned the real meaning and
value of the day, it never leaves me disappointed.

Instead of the mysterious Santa Claus ! teach the

children the story of Bethlehem, They are happy
over it, and their happiness makes me happy,

Jr/intfown, Pa,

SANTA CLAUS.

BY JOHN F. SHOEMAKER.

When a little boy, I was taught to believe that

there was a being in existence, known as Santa

Claus, who, on Christmas eve, would load himself

with candies and toys, and travel through the

country and gain an entrance in people's houses

through the chimney, and distribute presents to

all good children, who retired early and kept out

of his sight.

One rather warm Christmas eve, after the family

had retired, in the stillness of the night, while I

was listening for the nocturnal visitor, I heard a

noise up stairs, which I took to be Santa Claus.

I became so badly frightened that I concealed

myself under the cover, including a heavy feather

tick, where I passed the night sweating very un-

comfortably, as I was afraid to remove the cover-

ing, and thereby get some fresh air.

When I became a father, we taught our first-born

the same delusion. One day she retimed from
school considerably excited, stating that she had
got into a dispute with some of the scholars, who
claimed that there was no Santa Ciaus. She ap-

pealed to me to prove her position, and about this

time I began to realize (he importance of telling

the truth to a tender offspring, who I knew had
abiding confidence in me.

Consequently, I told her it was all false! The
poor, innocent child was so badly shocked that

she cried about the matter, and said she did not

think that her papa and mamma would tell her

snch a big storyl Our family consists of six chil-

dren now, and Santa Claus has ceased sneaking

down through the chimney, at the dead hour of the

night. Instead of that, their Christmas presents are

given directly to them, and at the same time they

are made to understand that they come from affec-

tionate parents, and that they arc expected to be

loving and obedient children in return.

I hope no Christian parents will ever be guilty

of teaching their children such a gross delusion,

and thereby cause them to lose confidence in them,

eventually. Oh, how all-important that we teach

our children Bible facts, so that, when they meet
those who differ from them, and then fall back
on us for proof, we may be able to substantiate

our statement, instead of being compelled to

answer, "No, my dear child! We taught you to

believe a falsehood!
"

Shidelcr, Ind.

It is no great matter to live lovingly with good-
natured, humble and meek persons; but he who
can do so with the froward; willful, ignorant,

peevish and perverse, hath true charity,—Thomas
a Ken pis.
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From Smyrna.

"The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou

hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell

whence it cometh, and whither itgoeth: so is every-

one that is born of the Spirit," These words of

our Lord to Nicodemus may be appropriately

applied to the workings of the Holy Spirit as he

now moves mysteriously, yet powerfully, upon

the tender hearts of our young orphans. Some

ten or fifteen days ago, we gave to each of our

children a copy of the New Testament, in the Ar-

menian language, and to each of the older ones,

an extra copy of the New Testament in the Eng-

lish language. The gifts seemed to make them

very happy indeed. They soon began to read

God's Word wtth avidity, to follow in their own

beoks, the lessons read at morning and evening

prayer, as well as those read at our Sunday and

weekly services. Their attention, because of the

Holy Book open before them, seemed to be mere

than ever riveted upon the preacher, as he ex-

pounded the " deep things of God."

One morning we told them of John and Charles

Wesley, how, at Oxford, with some friends, they

banded themselves together to read the Word,

pray, and endeavor to lead a strict, Christian

life; and how these men became, later on, such

a power in the hands of God, as to be the means

of convincing and converting the benighted mass-

es of Great Britain and far America.

What a surprise it was to us to find them all, the

same evening, assembled together in the dining-

room, holding a regular and well-ordered prayer

meeting! Hymns were sweetly sung, portions of

Scripture were read, earnest, extemporaneous

prayers were offered, and short, pointed addresses

delivered, all in a spirit of serious devotion! Our

surprise was great, indeed, to see, without our

ever having suggested it, Armenian- Gregorian

children conducting and being engaged in a thor-

ough Protestant service. We thought how the

Armenians of our city would be horrified at wit-

nessing such a scene; how they would persist in

declaring that our orphanage was opened solely

for a proselytizing, and not for a " humanitarian "

purpose; and that we were taking advantage of

those children's undeveloped reason to " convert

them"! . . . And yet everyone of our twenty-

five orphans could stand up before his or her na-

tion, and boldly declare that there was no influ-

ence, whatever, brought upon them by us; that

their prayer meetings (which, by the way, are now

held every day) are the spontaneous outburst of

hearts touched by the power of the Holy Ghost

"blowing where it listeth," and not the work of

" missionaries influencing them."

But our surprise was stil

four of our elder orphans

tized, offering th<

might use them,

easy to understand by every reader

ies, we must defer, for some days yet,

i of these dear boys, who are now at-

ir thirteenth and fourteenth year. This

is a case where we must act slowly, prudently

and judiciously, and where, as in the words of

our Lord, we must be " wise as serpents, and

harmless as doves," Meantime, in behalf of these

neophytes, we now ask the fervent prayers of our

church, "O, Lord, revive thy work in the midst

of the years, in the midst of the years make known;

in wrath remember mercy." G. J. Fercken.

One of Eastern Maryland's Mission Points.

On Sunday morning, No
panied by Eld. Uriah Bixle

visited the Old Quaker ch

Baltimore County, to hold i

Several years ago the Horn

lishcda mission here, in a

r. /, the writer, accom-
' and their companions,

rch, near Cockeysville,

love feast at that point,

r Mission Board cstab-

romantic and beautiful

nore intensified whe
equested to be ba[

elves to the Lord that h

bis own appointed time, z

:verlasting Gospel," to themessengers of his "

much-Bfrl'cted nation,

A recent course of lectures, on the doctrines

of our church, was the result of these applications

for baptism.

In the education and conversion of such youth

depends, in a great measure, the future stability

Mil for who

worked among (so-c-dled) Christian Orientals,

tell of the great difficulty one meets in buil

up characters, in forming upright, truthful,

scientious manhood, and in making thorough, out-

and-out followers of the Lord Jesus Christ!

We have, evidently, much cause for rejoicing;

and those who have liberally contributed toward

the foundation and support of our Orphanage,

will once more realize that their "alms and

Worthington's Valley. After a

we reached the appointed place

Nearly all the members (about

place, known
twenty-mile d

about ten o'cli

40) were present.

Our first meeting was a council. Bro. S, H. Utz

Chairman of the Home Mission Board, and W. T
Miller, of Linganore, Md , who had been holding 1

series of meetings at that place, for ten days previ-

ous, were with us. Upon consultation it was agreed

to hold. an election for a deacon, at this point,

Wrn. Stouffer, a brother well suited for the place,

was chosen, Everything passed off pleasantly.

In the aft.

the love fea

tthe pertaining to

jressivc atten-

ence present.

: added a few

rder of the Breth-

featureto many cf

esent, all of them,

d with the

:, were held, to whicl

tion was given by the large

Thirty-nine communed, to which

who came from Baltimore,

Love feast exercises after the

ren was a rather strange religious

the large number of spectat

however, seemed

our worsh'p, Good order prevailed. Two precious

souls, both up in the eighties, united with the

church by baptism. Thus the good work goes on

and thus may we hope, in time, that others may be

constrained to follow the example of our aged broth-

er and sister. There is plenty of work, were there

more laborers.

The house of v/orship, tented and used by the

Brethren, is owned by the Friends, but no services

by them have been held in it for several years. The

Brethren's regular services are held every other

Sunday, i'heenix, five miles north, and Warren,

five miles east from the Quaker church, arc points

where the Mission Board have preaching every four

weeks for the benefit of the membership and friends

residing in that locality.

Sept. 4 the Mission Board held a love feast about

fifteen miles northwest of Westminster, for the ben-

efit of its members. Sept. 13 one was held at Moun-

tain Dale, a point along the mountains, about eight

miles south of Thurmont, Md. Good interest was

manifested at both of these points.

I am positive that some were made to realize the

eglect of their duty in this direction, and we trust

that we will all resolve to do more toward encour-

aging the minister (for the minister and his family

d it). Let us pray for our ministers and their

families, and not appear indifferent when we arc

ked to go down into our pockets and aid them in

dollars and cents.

"Our Relation to the World."

This was ably treated by our sisters, to whom
this topic was exclusively assigned. Such remark-

able truths were presented, that we were all made
to rejoice that our sisters are doing so much think-

ing along this line.

" How can Protracted Meetings be Mirfc a Suc-

cess," was well ventilated by our brethren who have
experience along this line of work. In this kind cf

work, the hindrances were pointed out, and hints

given as to how they may be overcome. The prin-

cipal points were: In order that we may be success-

ful in the work, we must be earnest. Unity must
exist in the congregation, the minister must be so-

ciable, and, above all, we must not forget to bring

the matter before God in prayer.

I do not know with what to compare these Min-
isterial Meetings better than with our County
Teachers' Institutes, held all over our States. Some
think that these institutes are only a waste of time

and money, and that we cannot remember very

many of the numerous plans, methods, etc., that

are recommended here, iu order that we may be

successful in this particular line of work. But if

we are earnestly interested in the work, we will get

e thing, and that is INSPIRATION, and, after

: have this, wc will not be satisfied with ordinary

ways and means, but will dig deeper, and deeper,

until we find the very best that can be had. So it

is with the Ministerial Meetings.

Abram S. Hershey.
Nov. 23. ^

Prom Red Cloud, Nebr.

The little flo:k here are moving along harmoni-

ously. We have a membership of about thirty,

—

somewhat scattered. All are zealous in the Mas-
ter's cause. We have three regular places for

preaching, with good attendance, and calls for

more preaching. We have two Sunday schools,

two prayer meetings, and a sisters' sewing society.

They are working in the interest of the Kearney

Mission. The church decided to have three series

of meetings during the winter, at three different

places. The outlook for building up a strong

M. Bii

Westminster, Md„ Nov. 17.

A Ministerial Meeting.

The Ministerial Meeting of the Southern District

of Pennsylvania was held in the Brethren's church,

at York, Pa, Nov. n and 12. An excellent pro-

gram was rendered by the committee. Some of the

subjects discussed were as follows:

" Hints on the More Thorough Development of

our Young Ministers.''

The young ministers certainly received some

benefit during the discussion of this topic. If they

cannot remember a!l they have heard, they will

surely take with them some inspiration, which will

aid them in their work. It was the aim of the old-

er brethren to aid and encourage our young brcth-

ithe stry.

' Our Duties toward the Minister and his Wife."

expecting

d good cp-

ot afraid of

church here is encouraging. We
several families of brethren to move

the spring. There is plenty of room

portunities here for people who are

work. This (Republican) Valley is very fertile

Land is cheap. Our hearts were made glad by hav

ing " Aunt Barbara " Gish visit us. She made

many friends during her stay with us. Few people

are doing more for the advancement of the cause

than Aunt Barbara. God alone knows what she i;

doing. She went from here to Burr Oak, Kins,

where she expects to spend the winter.

C. B. Sw
Nov. 26.

From Parsons, Kans.

Bro. C. S. Garber, of Fort Scott, Kans., came to

Parsons, Nov. 9, thinking some of locating here.

Meetings were commenced, and continued one

week, in a dwelling-house, for the Parsons church

has no meetinghouse. Five were baptized, one re-

claimed, and we have one applicant for baptism.

On Sunday the services were held in the fourth

ward schoolhouse, the only place the Brethren have

for holding services on Sunday.

Nov. 25 the church held a Thanksgiving prayer-

meeting and a donation for a sister,—a widow and

her family, who recently united with the church by

baptism. Our Sunday school is called a mission

Sunday school, for we make a special effort to find

the poor children, who cannot attend the Sunday

schools of the popular churches. Nora Rench.

2311 Forrest Ave., Parsons, Kans., Nov. 27.
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Notes x from x our a Correspondents

"As cold water to n thirsty soul.

INDIANA.

Mississinewa. — We closed our series of meet-

ings last night. We can truly say that they were

good food for the soul. Bro. Detter preached in

al 1
, twenty-five discourses, all of which, consider-

ing the weather, were well attended. Four dear

souls were received by baptism, and one was

brought back who had wandered away from the

fold.—/ W. Miller, Stockport, Ind., Dec. i.

Eel River.—We organized our Sunday school

the last Sunday in October, with Bro. Win. F. Neal

n Superintendent. Our elder, Bro. Samuel Leck-

rone, is conducting a very interesting series of

meetings at our east house. For the benefit of our

mute members, living in this vicinity, an interpreter

has been procured. Since our last report, one has

been received into the church by baptism. Eld. I.

J. Rosenberger is to conduct a series of meetings

at our new meetinghouse, beginning the last week

in December.

—

C. C. Arnold, Dec. 4.

Summit —We held our love feast Oct. 29. Many
from adjoining churches were present. Ministers

from a distance were brethren Aaron Moss, Abram

Young, C. Eiler, and J. Wellington. The meeting

continued over Sunday, with preaching by Bro, I. J.

Howard.—Lizzie Hollis, Matthews, Ind., N. v. 5.

Bear Creek.—The church at this place held her

regular quarterly council Dec. 4. The Orphans'

Home at Mexico, was remembered. We organized

a Sunday school with Bro. Peter Brigner for superin-

tendent. Bro. George Mishler is to commence a

series of meetings in the bounds of this church in

January.

—

B. Grabmiler, Portland, Ind,, Die. 4,

Muncie.—Our work in the city is progressing

nicely. We have secured a very neat room on the

first floor, in the heart of the city, and will have

preaching every Lord's Day at 11 A. M„ and 7 P.

M. Sunday school at 10 A. M.; prayer meeting ev-

ery Wednesday evening. We held our first services

yesterday. The attendance was good. Brethren

passing through the city are invited to stop with

us. We have found members in the city, who have

not been visited by any members for some years.

We have found forty members in the city. Our
place of meeting is No. 310 S. High St.

—

Geo. L.

Stvdtbaker, 1011 E. Adams St., Dec, 6.

Ladoga.—The Bethel congregation met in coun-

cil at the Mt. Pleasant house, Dec. 4. Bro. J. C
Mahorney resigned as trustee of the church, and

Bro. John Everhart was chosen to fill the vacancy.

Our Sunday school, at Mt. Pleasant, is being contin-

ued this winter, and is progressing nicely. Bro. H.

H. Keim is our superintendent.

—

Lula Harslbatger,

Dec. 6.

Pine Greek.—The members here have Bible

reading every Sunday evening, and singing each

Thursday evening. The singing is improving.

Friends are taking hold and getting interested, and

are enjoying the services very much. I believe if

the Brethren would take more interest in having

more singing, it would have a great influence in

drawing the young people to the place of worship.

—/. G. Wagtnman, Tyntr, Marshal Co., Ind., Nov. 30.

Bachelor Run.—Ojr quarterly council occurred

Die. 2. It passed off pleasantly, We are now in

the midst of a series of meetings at our upper house,

conducted by Bro. A. G. Crosswhite, who recently

located with us.—/. G. Stinebc ugh, Flora, Ir.d„Dcc. 6.

Salem.—Our quarterly council was held Dec. 4.

Our series of meetings has been closed, after one

weeks' duration, by the board of health, on account

of diphtheria. Bro. M. Isenhour gave us somi
able sermons.

—

Lcvsna Zumbaugh, B-.ur Oik, Ind
Dec. 4-

Yellow Creek.—We held our business meeting
last Saturday. Considerable work was acted upon,
but everything was harmoniously adjusted. Our
elder was also present. It was decided to have a
singing school at this place.—Irvin S. Burnt, Waka-
rusa, Ind., Dec. 6.

Somerset.— Eld. J. F. Soitzer came to our east-

ern house at Cart Creek, Nov. 17, and remained un

til Dec. 1, preaching seventeen well delivered ser-

mons. Q-iite an interest was manifested in the

meetings. One dear soul united with the church,

and others seemed deeply impressed. Our for-

mer elder, D.S. Caylor, who is with us again, has

been near death's door for many weeks, by a stroke

of paralysis. He desires the prayers of the church

in his behalf — Otho Wirgir, Dec. 4.

Noith Fork.—We held our quarterly council

Nov. 23. Eld. D. C. Campbell and also Eld. Jacob

Witmore, of McPherson, Kans,, were with us.

There was much business before the meeting. All

was harmoniously disposed of. We reorganized

our Sunday school with Bro. David D. Blickenstaff,

Superintendent.—John Dial, Pytnml, ltd , Dec. 7.

Wabash.—To-day we held our last council for

this year. The home treasury, as usual, received

the fifteen cent contribution from each member.

The homeless poor were kindly remembered by the

church, and the amount due for the benefit of the

" Mutual Aid children," was given the treasurer for

the support of that good and noble work.

—

Kittle

Hursh, Dec. 2.

Goshen—The members of the Elkhart church

met in quarterly council Dec. 4. Bro. Abraham
NcS was appointed to fill the vacancy in the hall

on Lincoln Avenue, in Goshen, caused by Bro. J.

H. Miller taking charge of the church in the City of

Elkhart. The move, that has been pending for

some time, in regard to the changing of the name
of this church (Ellthait),—owing to the confusion

caused by having the same name as the church at

Elkhart,—was dropped, for the present, and we
still retain the former name. Three were received

by letter.—David R, Myers, Dec. 6.

Buck Creek.— Nov. 25 we met at the church for

Thanksgiving services. After the sermon a collec-

tion of S2 56 was taken for the Muncie mission.

To-day, Dec. 5, we met at friend Henry and Sister

Downing's, and had a short meeting. He was then

immersed. He has been taking the Gospel Mes
senger for the last year.—/, B. Wikc, Mto'tland,

Ind,, Da. 5.

KANSAS.

Soldier.—Bro. C. H. Brown, our State District

Evangelist, came to us N jv, 4, beginning a series

of meetings at that time, and closing Nov. 24. Al-

though there were no additions to the church, the

cause has been greatly strengthened and the mem-
bers encouraged, We enjoyed several profitable

social meetings. These and also our Sunday
school, we hold weekly.

—

Emily A. Osborn> Jeckscn

Co., Kans., Niv. 3$.

Sabetha.—Thanksgiving being damp and dis-

agreeable, not many were present at our meeting.

Bro. Keltner, from Illinois, addressed us. After

the sermon it was proposed to raise S25 for the

support of one Armenian orphan for one year.

One brcthe', who works by the month, for a living,

said he would give S5 himself. Then wc asked if

there were five more brethren or sisters in the con-

gregation, that would give $5 each. We got it.

Then we wanted twenty five more to give Si each,

for the support of another orphan. We got that al-

so. We then took up a general collection for mis-

sion work, and raised quite a nice sum. It is not
always the largest congregations that are produc-
tive of the best results. I think each one went
home feeling much better than if he had attended
some great dinner— C.J. Hcopir, Dec. 3.

Gove City.—Bro. A. C. Snowberger, of Long-
mont, Colo., came to us Nov. 15, and remained
with us until the iG'.h, preaching, in all, thirteen

soul cheering sermons. In the course of his meet-
ings, he dwelt mainly on the doctrine as practiced by
the Brethren. His "reasons for the hope within
us," were given in a plain and forcible manner.
The attendance and attention were good. Bro.

Snowberger went from here to Quinter, to hold
services for the Brethren, and from there he went
to Phillips County, to continue in the good work.

—

A. K. Trimmer, Ntv, 29,

City.—Nov. 20 a council was held at this

place for the purpose of organizing a church. The
church then was named " Kansas City church."

Three elders, I. H. Crist, I. L. Hoover, and G. E.

Wise were with us. Bro. I. L. Hoover was chosen

as moderator. Bro. I. H. Crist was elected as our

elder. On the evening of the same day we held a

love feast. On account of the small amount of

room, not all could be seated. After the feast two

young girls came forward, sa)ing they wanted to

be baptized. It was attended to the next morning.

This being Sunday, we had song services, Sunday
school and preaching services. Our first council-

meeting of the Kansas City church will be held the

first Saturday in January, 1898, at 11 A. M.—Rebec-

Armstrong, Argentine, Kans., Dec. 6.

Fredonia.—Nov. 25 Bro. W. B. Sell, assisted by

Stephen Thompson, preached a soul cheering

Thanksgiving sermon for us in Ihe forenoon. At 2

P. M. we held our -regular council. All business

passed off pleasantly. We received seven members
by letter. A collection was taken for the World-

dc Missions, which amounted to S3.05.—Flora E.

Barst, Nov. jo
PENNSYLVANIA.

Ten Mile.—By the earnest appeal of the mem-
:rs of this church, we came here Nov. 11, and, on

Sunday following, preached for them in the old

Brick church, where, in former years, Bro. James
Quinter's voice has been heard. Eld, John Wise
lived here many years. We found a small but

flock of about twenty members. By the

help of God and the prayers of the faithful we ex-

pect to hold forth the Word of Truth for at least

year. May God speed the time when all the

pulpits, now vacant, in which our forefathers la-

bored so faithfully, may be filled with faithful

workers —Jerry Boitotff, Odcll, Pa., Ntv. 28.

Dunnings Creek.—We met in council Oct. 2.

We made preparations fcr our feast. One young
sister made application for baptism. Our feast was
a pleasant one. Elders present were Jacob Hol-
sopple and Hiram Musselman. Bro. Holsopple of-

ficiated. The following day two more sisters ap-

plied for baptism —67. //. Miller, Point, Pa., N v. 2S.

Giffin Hill.—Bro. Michael Claar, of Claysburg,

Pa , began a series of meetings Nov. 8. and contin-

ued until Nov. 28, He gave very plain instruc-

tions in the way of righteousness. The church

was much built up and encouraged, and sinners

warned to flee the wrath to come. Two dear souls

were received by baptism.

—

Anr.ic Ri'blttt, Core-

mcitgh, Cambria Co., Pa , Njv 29

Diamondville.—Bro. H. A. S;ahl began a series

of meetings in the Union churchhouse, Nov. 20, and
continued until Nov. 30 He preached fourteen

good, soul cheering sermons—one on Thanksgiv-
ing Day. At the close S2.37 was collected for In-

dia and Asia Minor missions. Bro, Stahl was
called horn? by sickness in his family.

—

Curli.t and
Mitchills Mills, Pa , Die, I.

Lower Cumberland— Bro. J Kurtz Miller just

closed an interesting series of meetings in Mechan-
icsburg. He commenced Nov. 20, and contin-

ued until Dec. 2. On Thanksgiving Day he gave
us an excellent discourse. At the close of the ser-

mon, a collection for mission work was taken. The
contribution was a liberal one. Bro. Miller's work
among us was much appreciated.

—

Harry Beelmcn,

Dillsbitrg, Pa., D.c. 3.

Wolpermoods.—We just closed a very interest-

ing series of meetings at the Wolpermoods church,

conducted by Bro. O. V. Long, of Abbottstown,
Pa, Four were baptized; others were almost per-

suaded. Our time was too short, or many more
souls would have been brought into the fold.—/. B.
Bechtel, Dillsburg, Pa., Dec. 1.

Everett Church.—Eld. J. M. Mohler, of Lewis-
town, came to us Nov. 10, and preached for us ev-

ery evening, and twice each Sunday, until Thanks-
giving, Nov. 25, when the meetings closed with a

love feast, Four souls were added to the church
by baptism. At our council-meeting, Nov. 22, one
was reclaimed, A special meeting was held on the
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afternoon of Nov 25, for the election of two dea-

cons. The lot fell on brethren L D. Rouzcr and
Fred Burkett.—Jennie B. C. Baker, Dec r.

Norristown.—Bro. W. M. Howe, of Sergeants-

ville, N. J., closed a two weeks' meeting at this

place, Nov, 21, with two applicants for baptism.

Sister Lizzie S, Grater has located here, and estab-

lished a mission, which, we hope, will add interest

to the work, and build up the cause in this town,

—

/ Howard Eller, Nlv. 30.

IOWA.

Deep Eiver.—We will close our meetings at this

place to night, and expect to go to the Oak Grove

church, and remain with the brethren at that place

until about D^c. 15, after which I go to Garrison,

Iowa. My address is Kidder, Ma—Wm. C. Hipes,

Dec. 8.

Bassett.—Bio. O.J. Beaver commenced-meetings

here, in the M. E. church, Nov. 18, and preached

fourteen soul-cheering sermons to a full house.

This is a new point, where none had ever_ heard the

Brethren preach. Bro. Beaver made quite a stir

among the people here, as he did not shun to de-

clare the whole Gospel. There were no immediate

,
but 1 i belli ed fe

ground. Bro. Beaver expects to be back in the

near future.—/. H. Huffman, Dec 3.

Des Moines.—The District Committee of Middle

Iowa met in the C ly of D:s Moines, Dec 4 They

have their tent bought and paid for, and are waiting

for the time when I hey can beg'n using it. Middle

Iowa is coming to the front in her work for the

Master's cause. My address is changed from Deep

River, Iowa, to 1635 Grand Ave, E. Des Moi

Iowa.—#. R. Taylor, Dec. 6.

Wayman Valley.—We were made to rejoice by

the presence of Bro. O. J. Beaver, who came U

O-t. 16. He commenced meetings next day,

preached twenty sermons, besides being present at

one council and one love feast. One was baptized,

two reclaimed, and others are considering the cost,

—Liztic Jlatbough, Nov. 2p.

Clarence.—Eld. Geo. Manon, of Kansas, is now

holding a few meetings for us. He stopped here

on his way home from Ohio, where he was on a

ministerial tour. Any of our Brethren, passing ov-

er the C. R. I. & P , or C. & N. W. R. R„ should ar-

range to stop with us. We appreciate such calif.

—John Z'ick, Die. 2.

OHIO.

Harrod.—The members of the Lafayette church

have recently enjoyed an interesting series of

meetings, conducted by Bro. Daniel Snell, of Sid-

ney, Ind. He commenced meetings Nov. 10, and

stayed until Thanksgiving evening. He preached

eighteen sermons. At our Thanksgiving services,

S23 72 was collected for mission work. We aim to

give according to the Gospel plan ( 1 Cor. 16: 1, 2).

Since our last report one has been received by bap-

tism.—G. A. Snyder, D:c. 4.

Donneis Creek.—We recently had a very pleas-

ant love feast in Madison County, Ohio,—a part of

the Donneis Creek church. Only about thirty- six

members communed, yet the house was full, and

we had a good meeting, Brethren L. H. Book-

waiter and W. H. Barnhart were with us. We have

arranged for a series of meetings at New Carlisle

and Donneis Creek th's winter. Brethren D. P.

Shively and L. W. Teeter are to do the preaching.

On account of wife and daughter taking treatment

in Cincinnati, Ohio, I have spent much of my time

here, during the last four months, and could not as-

sist in series of meetings. I hope, however, to be

able to meet several appointments this winter, as

health permits. I am handing out the Messenger

after I am through with it, and could use hundreds

and thousands. To my knowledge, there is not a

mcmber'of our church in Cincinnati.

—

Henry Frantz,

708 John St., Cincinnati, Ohio, Dec. 4.

Upper Stillwater.—We held our quarterly coun-

cil Dec. 4. Elders W. K, Simmons, Jos. Groff and

John Christian were present, and added much to the

nterest of the meeting. We selected Dec. 25 as

the tii

i of meetings,

to hold our Communion, at 2 P. M. An
was held for one minister and two deacons.

The vote being so near tie, three were chosen.

Bro John Stover was chosen for minister, and
brethren Jeny Hollinger, L. L. Landis, and Lee
Conway, deacons. The two latter only were pres-

ent, and were duly installed. Bro. Daniel Garber
is to commence a series of meetings Dec. 18.—/.

Mumtncrt, Bradford, Clio, Dec. 6,

Logan.—We met in regular council Nov. 27,

Elders L. H. Dickey, Samuel Driver, J. R, Spacht,
and Chas. Wilkins were with us. At the request of

the elders of Northwestern Oh'o, and the consent
of the church, Bto. Abednego Miller was oidiined

to the eldership. Bro. Daniel Wysong wi.l com-
mence a series of meetings at our place on Saturday
evening, Dec. 4 —John R. Snyder, Be iifntaine, Ohio,

Ncv.lg.
VIRGINIA.

Bare Fork.—Bro. D. J. Miller, of Ojer Hill, W,
Va., commenced meetings Nov. 13, and continued

until the 24th. He preache"j, in all. fifteen discours-

es, and attended one council meeting. We had good
interest. One was baptized and two reclaimed.

The church, in council, chose Bro. Miller as their

elder.—M. C. Czigan, Grove, IV. Va., Dec, 3,

Midland.—Nov. 21 we began

conducted mostly by our hot

27 was our quarterly council. Next day one was
baptized. Last night was our Communion. The
weather being so very inclement, the number was

small, but we had a very pleasant meeting.

—

F. N
W,imer,Dcc.s.

Troutville.—At our last church-meeting we de

cid-.d to appropriate Sto out of our church fund, to

send ten Messengers to ten of our poor members.

On Thinksgiving Day Bro. T C. Denton gave us

an excellent Thanksgiving sermon, alter which $34

was raised for World-wide Missions. Bro Denton

and wife expect to spend the winter in California.

We are sorry to have them stay away so long, as

Bro. Denton is so useful in church work.—5 L.

Shiver, Dec 3.
MINNESOTA.

Deerwood.—Recently we started a Sunday school,

in the Island Lake schoolhouse, with an attendance

of twenty-one scholars. We are holding meetings

every Sunday at the same place. Since I have

been endeavoring to work for the Lord, I have

baptized two, and two more have made application

for membership—if. Wolford, Dec. 4.

Worthingtou.—Yesterday was our first quarterly

council. We felt the need of an elder, and made

choice of Bro. Harvey Eikenberry, of Greene, Iowa.

We also located a place for our meetinghouse, and

four members were appointed to solicit funds for

building a suitable house. The prayer meeting will

be held at our homes during the winter. We have

meeting at three different places, and the two Sun-

day schools are still in good running order.

—

Lisz-'e

Hilary, Dec. 5.
FLORIDA.

Indian River.—Bro. Hepner and wife, from

Longmont, Colo., arrived Nov. 19, and will make

this their home. We are glad to have them with

us. Bro. Stuff and family, from Illinois, are ex-

pected at*an early date; also some friends from

Portland, Me. The weather is fine here now,—wild

flowers in variety, strawberries in bloom, oranges,

lemons, grape fruit, etc., in abundance. Green beans

are being shipped, etc. All this forms quite a con-

trast to the bleak north! A good schoolhouse here,

22x32 feet, is nearly completed. Preaching servi-

ces will be held in the schoolhouse regularly, v/hen

completed. The organization of a church here is

contemplated in the near future.—/. R. Leatherman

Woodley, Fla., Dec. 2.

MICHIGAN.

Clam River.—We, as a part of the Sugar Ridge

church, lately met in council. Bro. Wm. McKim-

mey, from Northern Ohio, was our moderator.

We are now in the midst of a very interesting series

of meetings, conducted by Bro. McKimmey.—
M"sis Burket, Gait, Mich., Dec. r.

MISSOURI.

East Prairie.—We met at the home of Bro.
James Blackwell, (or love feast services, and had
an enjoyable time. Ministers present were breth-
ren Daniel Lorah, Ira P. Eby, and J. W. Blackwell.

Bro. Ira P. Eby officiated. There was a week's
meetings before the feast. There were no acces-
sions, but we hope some good was done—John R,
Graff, Whitney, Mo., Dec. j,

CALIFORNIA.

Dos Palos Colony.—We expect to organise a

church here soon. We are now circulating a sub-
scription paper among our own members and oth-
ers, here and elsewhere, to raise funds to build a

churchhouse. Those members from the eastern

States, who expect to come among us, will find a

church home, If once we have a churchhouse, our
success will be assured. We will then hold regular

weekly meetings.—/! bert P. Reed, Elgin, Cat.

NEBRASKA.

Bethel.—Our churchhouse is so far completed
now that we can have our services again at our
own house of worship. Our house had become too

small on many occasions. It was decided to build

it larger, and now we have a large and commodious
house. Our love feast had to be changed from
Oct 9 to Oct. 30, on account of the house not be-

ing ready. On that date a large number of mem-
bers assembled, and we had a pleasant and, we
trust, a profitable meeting. We failed to get any
ministerial help from other congregations, which
was quite a disappointment, but our elder, Bro.

John Ikenberry, who lives some distance from the

church, came to our assistance on Saturday, which

we much appreciated. Two of our Sunday school

scholars were baptized during the feast. Both
were quite young in years.

—

Susan Rolhrock, Cat-

lisle, Nebr., Niv.30.

MARYLAND.

Sharpsburg.—Your Almanac has been received.

I think it is very good,— it gets better every year,

The Messenger, also, is improving all the time, I

can not see why so many of our Brethren do not

subscribe for it. I would rather stop every other

paper that comes to my house than do without the

Messenger.—John E, Ot.'o, Dec. 3.

Manor.—Nov. 25 we held our usual Thanksgiv-

ing meeting. Services were conducted by Eld. Eli

Yourtee, assisted by W. S. Reichard, of Hagers-

town. An election was then held for a minister.

Brethren T. R. Coffman and J. Emmert Rowland

being so near a tie, the church decided to install

both. The writer was chosen as corresponding sec-

retary. In the evening we met at Eld. J. A. Back-

er's, at Dawnsville, to reorganize our Bible class

for the winter.

—

L. Btrtha Rowland, Hagerslown,

Md„ Nov. iq.
ILLINOIS.

Waddams Grove.— Nov. 25 we met for public

worship. A collection was taken for the India suf-

ferers, amounting to S12.23, Dec. I we held our

quarterly council. Considerable business was dis-

posed of, with the best of feeling. We changed

the lime of our Sunday school for the winter term,

commencing at 11 A. M,, after preaching.—W. K.

Moore, Nora, III., Dec. 1.

NORTH DAKOTA.

Red River.—We met at the church Nov. 25, and

enjoyed a very interesting Thanksgiving sermon by

Bro. Geo. Strycker, after which a collection was

taken for world-wide missions, amounting to $7,40.

After the meeting the young people convened at

the house of Sister Palmer, and engaged in singing.

A collection of SSS.CO was taken up for the India suf-

ferers. Our Sunday school is prospering. Bro. J.

Brower is our Superintendent.—D. W. Wolf, May.

villi, N. Dak,, Nv, 2!).

ARKANSAS.

Palestine.—Nov. 25 we had Thanksgiving servi-

ces in our church. We had but a small attendance.

Our congregation anxiously await the coming of

the beloved brother, appointed by the Board to

take charge of this mission.—^, B, Ctoovcr, Ntv. 2),
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->j-OUR x BOOK * TABLED

"The Reader's Shakespeare."—His Dram

alic Works Condensed, Connected, and Em
phasized, for School, College, Parlor, and Plat

form. By David Cbarles Bell, Vol. III. 521

pp., buckram, Sr.50. New York: Funk and

Wagnalls Company.

The third, acd csncluding volume of this

valnat le work is now published. The genera

satisfaction with which the first two volumes ot

this new edition of Shakespeare were received

by readers and educators, and the generous

commendation given it by the press, prove

that the work was necessary, timely, and wel-

come. Hiram Carson, A, M., LL D., Profes-

sor of English Literature in Cornell University,

declared, at once, that the work is "just what 1

have been wanting for the last two years.'

Professor Geo. M. Marshall, Fb. B, cf the

University of Utah, is sure that " almost all

teachers of literature have felt the need of

such a work." The announcement that the

nple' Thi

last volume contains all the comedies,

Prolessor Bell, the editor of the work, is tb

author of various successful books for studen

of elocution, is a man of long experience an

work in London, England, and has, no doub

crowned his efforts in the present instanc

The volumes are printed in large and beaut

ful type, on excellent paper, and are artistica

ly bound in buckram, with covers stamped i

pleasing design.

Mrs. McKini ey bestows favors. The wife

of the President has given special permission

to John Philip Sous*. "The March King," to

dedic ) her bis fin-

ished, and which will be called, " The Lady of

th; While House." Mrs. McKinley forward-

ed her permission last week to the editor of

The Ladies' //owe Journal, which will publish

the Soiisa composition complete in its next is-

sue. This magazine has also received, for the

same number, a new and large portrait of Mis

McKinley, taken a few days ago in the White

House conservatory. This is lb 1
? second pho-

tograph which the President's wife has allcwed

to be taken within ten years, the first portrait

taken of her since 1887, having also gone to

Th* Ladies' Home Journal, which published it

in its last October number, causing the entire

edition of that issue to be exhausted.— The

Ladies' Home Journal

-MATRIMONIAL-^

VODER-JUDY.
Berlin, Pa, Nov. 25, 189;

and Cora Judy, both of So

my residence, neat

7, Bto Cyrus Yodei

lerset County, Pa.

W. G. Schhock.

FALLEN + ASLEEP

GALL.— In the May Hill church, Adams
Co., Ohio, Nov. 23, iSq7, Sister Malinda Gall,

aged 67 years, 2 months and 14 days. She was

married to Thomas Gall, March 28, 1848, and

soon after marriage, tolh united with the

Brethren, and lived in the church till death re-

moved them. Her husband and six children

preceded her to eternity, and four children

still remain. Sister Gall was a woman of

strong faith. She was twice in her life anoint-

ed, receiving marked benefit both times. Fu-

neral by the writer and Bro. Wm. Calvert,

from Phil, 3: 20, 21.

BERGDALL.—In the bounds of the Rough
Run congregation, W. Va., Nov. 16, 1S97, Del-

phia Edith, daughter of liro. Jacob and Sister

Bettie Bergdall, aged 2 years and 29 days.

Funeral discourse by Bro. Jacob A, Garber,

from 2 Kings 4: 26. Mtts. Mary Ccok,

SNYDER.—In the South Morrill church,

Brown Co., Kans., Nov. 20, 1897, of dropsy,

Sister Anna Snyder, aged 67 years, 8 months
and 26 days. She was born in Stark County,

Ohio. Her maiden name was Zeiter, and she

was married to Henry J. Snyder, Oct. 12, 1848.

To this union were brrn nine children.—five

sons and four daughters Her husband, one

eon, and one daughter preceded her to the

spirit world. Funeral services conducted by
Bro. Peter Whitmer and Wm, Davis, from Rev.

14: 13 T. A, EtSENBISK,

ROSE—In the Portage church, St, Joseph

Co, Ind., Nov. 13, 1897, of heart trouble, Ben-

jamin Harrison Rose, son cf Bro. David and

Sister Mary Rose, aged 8 years, 11 months

and 18 days. Funeral services by the writer,

from Rev. 21: 4, assisted by e'ders Daniel

Whitmer and Hiram Krcighbaum.

Geo, D. Zollers.

WILLIAMSON.—In the old Ridge church,

Highland Co., Ohio, Nov. 10, 1897. William

Williamson, aged 70 year?, 11 months and

days. He speut about twenty-one years in tbe

chnrcb, and a part ot this time was a deacor

Funeral from 2 Tim. 4: 7. by >he writer.

W. Q. Calvert.

BECKNER.—In the Neosho church, Kans

Nov, 17, 1897, Bro. Martin Beckner, aged 7

years, 6 months and 7 days. He was born i:

Montgomery, Ohio, March 1, 1849- He wa
married to Elizabeth Zollinger. To this unio:

were given twelve children,— eight sons am
four daughters, Three sons preceded him I

the spirit worM. His companion died abou

len years ago. Bro. Beckner united with tb

Brethren church in 1862. He was srUictei

with cancer, from which he was a great suffer

;r for the last twelve years. He faithful!;

WARSTLER.—In the Bethel church, K'

osko Co., Ind., Nov.24, 1897, Bro. Alva Waist-

:r, aged 26 years, 3 months and 25 days.

:aves cne brother, two hatf-hroihers, a

alf sister. He was the son of Ananias

izzie Warstler, both of wbcm have prec

im to their eternal home. Funeral ser

t the Chapel, by brethren Hiram Forney

W. B. Neff, from Rev. 2: 10.

Chauncey I. Wrvbrig'

3 fill in the chu

P. M„ of the

,s flight. He
ister), three

1 Cor. 15: 6,lai

s by Allen Ockei

BUZZARD— In the Lexington congrega-

ion, Ohio, Nov. 20, 1897, Lydia A Buzzzrd,

ged 67 years, S months and 13 days. She

pined tbe church in 1848, at the age of e'gh-

een years, and the chnrch record shows her

nembership to have been the longest of any

>ne in the church. Funeral from Heb. 13: 14-

6, by Eld. W. O.. Calvert, assisted by Eld.

Wm. Calv i uc;-;i:

CORCORAN.—At Everett, Pa„ Nov. 21,

197. Sister Amanda J. Corcoran, aged about

-years. The funeral services were conduct-

ed in the Brethren church, by Eld. J. M, Moh-

of Lewistown. Interment in Everett cem-

etery. Jennie E. C. Baker.

ALBRIGHT.—In the Manchester church,

Wabash Co., Ind., Oct. 30, 1897, Clarence M.
Albright, oldest son of Sister Esther Albright,

aged 17 years, 7 months and 6 days. He came
death by accidental shooting, while out

hunting. The funeral was very largely at-

nded. S;rvicesbyBro. L. H, Eby and the

riter. Isaac Miller.

SPANOGLE—In the Manor congregation,

Washington Co., Md., Oct. 26, 1897, Sister

Catharine Spanogle. For several years she

filleted, and during the past year was
paralyzed. For over forty years she lived a

tmber of the Brethren church.

Funeral services conducted by Eld. J. A.

ricker, assisted by John Otto, from Heb. 11:

L. Bertha Rowland.

HOLLINGER.—At Hope, Kans., Nov. 15,

97, Bro. Daniel Hollinger, aged 77 years and
months. Ke was formerly from Cumberland

County, Pa,, and a minister in tbe church for a

number of years. He was blind for about four

He leaves a widow and one daughter.

Funeral services by Bro. William H. Lcaman
lthev jalai

J. D. Trostle.

STEERMAN.—In Upshur County, W. Va.,

me 22, 1897, Sister Philadelphia, wife of Bro.

Lewis Steerman, aged 41 years, 8 months and
Lys. She was a member of the church
twenty-four years. She leaves a hus-

and three children,—all members of the

h. Her only son is in the ministry. Her
father, C. M. Groves, is an elder in the church.

She Jed a Christian life, and all were willing to

and call her blessed. Funeral by the

r, assisted by Bro. D. J, Miller.

Z. ANNON,

CRIBBS.- In the Manor congregation, Indi

ana Co, Pa., Oct. 23, 1897, George Eliswort

Cribbs, aged 30 years, 8 months and 8 days

Bro, Cribbs was a miner, and, by a fall of

slate, had his spin* so much injured, as to b

entirely disabled. During his sufferings <

ten months' duration, he became interested i

his salvation, and a few months before hi

death, made application f.r membership, and

was received as an applicant for baptism.

Funeral services were held at the house, by

the writer, from Matt. 24: 44.

JOSBPH HOLSOPPLR.

LOWRY.—In the Middle Creek church,

Scm:rset Co., Pa., Oct. 21, 1897, of heart dis-

ease, Bro. Geo. W, Lov/ry, aged 57 years, 6

moi.tbs and 4 days. Deceased united with the

Brethren church at Indian Creek, Fayette Co,,

Pa., Oct, 15, 1878. He afcerwards moved to

tbe Middle ("reek congregation, Somerset Co.,

Pa. He was chosen to the ministry by this

church, tn 1S82. Bro. Liwry was a member of

tbe Brethren church for about nineteen years,

and served in the ministry about fifteen years.

He was an able defender of the truth and doc-

trine of the church and an earnest and, zeal-

ous worker at its Coherences, District Meet-

ings, and Ministerial Meetings. His death

was very sudden, and caused quite a stir in

this entire community. His place will be hard

ch and Sunday school. He
o A. M„ Oct. 21, and about

nne day, his spirit had taken

Ives a grief-stricken wife (a

ns, and four daughters, to

n their loss. Two sons and three daugh-

belong to the Brethren church, Three

children preceded him to the better land. Fu-

services were held at the Middle Creek

a, by Eld J. F. Deitz, of Johnstown, Pa.

, Dan, 12: 3, Heb. 11:4 latter clause. It

s'imated there were over eight hundred

persons present at his funeral.

N. B. Chbistner.

HAHN —In the Thornapple church, Mich,

Oct. 2.1, 1897, Jesse Hahn, son of Henry and

Idi Hahn, aged 4 months and 1 day, Jesse

1 bright and pleasant child, but was af

d all his life with spinal trouble, Funer-

:rvices by Conservative and Old Order

Brethren. Sarah Hahn.

SHERFY.—At his home, in Bridgewater,

a., Nov. 13, 1897, Bro. Samuel David Sherfy,

aged 21 years, 5 months and 27 days. He
:aves a widowed mother and four sisters. He
sought first the kingdom of God." Funeral

srvices were conducted at Beaver Creek

church, Nov. 15, by the writer and Ere Eman-
uel Long. J. W. Wayland, Jr.

WILLIAMS—In the old Ridge chnrch,

Highland County, Ohio, Oct. io, 1897, William

Willjams aged 78 lears, t month and 28 days.

;ame into the church a number of years

but, for some cause, lost that relation, and

lined out of tbe church for thirty years

Shortly before death he desired to be reinstat-

ed, which was attended to.

W. Q Ca- vert.

TRIMMER—In the Lower Cumberland

chuich, Mechanicsburg, Pa., Nov. 9, 1897,

T. Trimmer, aged 57 years, 1 month
and 25 dayr. He was ever rea'-'y to do all

mid. He attended to his effice of

ry satisfactorily. Funeral services

by Daniel Landis, Levi Mohler, and the writ-

Isaac Barto,

FLEMMING.-In the Pine church, Purgils-

Ue, Hampshire Co., W. Va„ Nov. 5, 1897,

ister Mary Catharine Flemroing, wife of Bro.

Lmes Fleraming, aged 43 years, 1 month and
day, She united with the Brethren church

when seventeen years of age, and ever since

has lived an exemplary and pious life. She
husband and six children. Funeral

vere conducted by brethren D. B, Ar-

nold and H. N. Kelley, from Rtv. 14: 13.

Arthur W. Arnold,

In the Pleasant Valley congrcga-

..Sept. 11, 1897, of consumption,

ranees Andes, wife of Bro. John
W, Andes, aged 42 years and 1 month, She
was mairied Dec. 22, 1S81. Four children sur-

vive her. It can truly be said of this sister,

that no one who came in close contact with

her could know her but to love her. She was
a member of the Brethren church ten years,

Funeral services by Eld. Peter Garber, at the

Lebanon church, on Sunday evening, from a
text selected by herself.

J. Harman Stoves,

HfTNER.-In the Parketford branch of
1

Coventry church. Pa, Nov. 16, 1897, Sis

Mary S. Hitner, widow of the late Bro. Chri

;pher Hit Si ;tcr Hit

husband, who passed away Sept. 2

1897, was bprn Aug. iS, i8u. Thus have
passed away, within a space of three month*

eighty fifth year. F. F. Holsopple.

HOUSEBERG.— In the bounds of the Wy.
andot church, Crawford Co., Ohio, Oct. 27,'

1897, Sister Mary Hcuseberg, aged 76 years

and 7 days, Sister Houseberg spent fifty-five

years of her life in the service cf tbe Lord.

She leaves an aged husband, three sons and
three daughters. Funerjl sermon by the uu-

dersigned. S. A. Walker.

ROBERTS.—At the home of Bro, Jacob
Miller, Palestine, Ark., Nov. 12, 1897, of ty-

phoid pneumonis, Bro. Frank Roberts, aged
67 years, 2 months and 79 days. He became a

of the Brethren church five years ago.

:s a wife and five children. He was
buried the following day, at the Bell cemetery.

:rvices by Bro. Burnett, assisted by Bro.

arlman. A, B. Coovhr,

MORRELL.— In the New Hope ccngrega-

in, Sept. 29, 1897, of diphtheria, Samuel Bruce,

n of Bro. Samuel C and Sister Virginia

Morreli, aged 1 1 years, 6 months and 13 days.

CONLEY.—In the same congrega'ion, en

e same day, of the same disease, Nelia Pearl,

inghter of Bro. David and Sister Ellen Con-

ley, aged 6 years and 9 months.

J. W, Lovegrove.

GRABLE.—At his home, near Topsai',

Washington County, Pa, Aug. 5, 1897, Ei
Grable, aged 79 years, 4 months and 18 days.

wife, two sots and three

daughters. Gangreneoahis footwas the cause

of his death. He was a brother in tbe flesh of

ster Nancy Wise, of Conway Springs, Kans.

MOORE.—At Topsail, Pa, Ju'y ?, 1897,

heart failure, Mary, wife of Jonathan Moore,

;ed 59 yeais, 1 month and ig days.

LETHERMAN.— In the Ten Mile congre-

Ltion, Washington County, Pa
,
Jure 17, 1897,

ster Jace Letherman, aged aboot 7S years.

ie was sick ou'y a few days, with dyientery,

lewas the wife of Bro. Demas Letherman,

who died Dec 5. 187S. They were both mem-
of the Brethren church. Sisier Lethei-

livei en the farm near Pigeon Creek

:h for a number cf years, bu* moved to

California, Pa., a liltla over a year before her

death. Rebecca Grablr.

Nov.

He 1

to Martha A, Wayman, and to them were

ten children, of whom six survive Fit-

1 at the Campbellite church, by the under-

signed, assisted by Lewis Oaks, from Rev. 14:

H. P. GVRBEH.

*ft ANNOUNCEMBN VS**

LOVE FEASTS^

CHURCH DIItECTOliY.

HAKK1SBUKG, 1' A.-

ST. JOSEPH. MO.-Mectiiwr every Sunday at 7: 3° P.
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Victor Infants' Relief

Hun nn elHcnoy

The Winter Term of /-» Weeks will ofcn J<

3, 1898. The Special Bible Term of j

Weeks will open Jan. /;. 1898,

Juniata College wishes to direct atle

to the increased facilities which it is oil

in its different courses of study. Eacl

parlment is under the direction of a

adapted, by prepa:

OUR PREMIUM OFFER
Of die Gosn-ii Mr,

CHAPTER I.

THE book of tho a generation c

JS'gus Christ, b the eon of Da'
vid, c tho sou of A'bra-hara.

2 a A'bril-ham begat I'aaao; and
c
I 'sane begat Ja'CQb; and 'Ja'cQb

begat JiVda:< and hia brethren;
3 And fjil'daa begot PhiVrB? and

Zii'ra of Tha'mar; and /l PhiVre?

work. The strengthening of the courses,

the enlargement of the Faculty, have

tracted an increased number of studi

The increased attendance has made neces-

sary the large, new building which is now in

. course of erection. The opening of another

school term will give an opportunity for

, many new students to enter upon the work

which is being done at Juniata. Students of

: the Winter Term will enjoy the additional

. advantages of the Bible Term.

To further one of the causes of its (ouud-

: j n g, Juniata College now offers free tuition in

. ail Bible Courses. For those who cannot

i take a more extended course, the Bible Term

. of four weeks, offers much of profit In ad-

. dition to regular classes by elders H. B. Brum-

baugh, W. J. Swigart, J. B. Brumbaugh, A.

H. Haines and T. T. Myers, there will be

lectures on the "History of the Brethren

' Church." by Dr. M. G. Brumbaugh, and doc-

1 trinal sermons by Eld. I. D. Parker. Tht

November number of the Juniata Echo tell;

fully of this work, and contains the beginning

, of two series of outlines on Old and Ke
Testament study. So long as the edit

•sample copies of the Echo will be :

t upon request. For an Echo, catal

1 other information, address,

I. Harvey Brumdau<

who will take advantage of

A RARE BARGAIN!

1 I Mil .! I'.i.

,.ONE FARE..

ROUND TRIP

This is a self-pronouncing Sunday Schoo

Teacher's Bible, with Concordance, Maps

and excellent Helps, and is well bound. Thi

chapters are numbered with figures i»stea<

of letters. In fact, we have studied the de

sires of our patrons and tried to meet them

and WE ARE SUCCEEDING, for to dat.

the demand is so far ahead of what wc ex

peeled that wc have been unable to fill or

ders as fast as they come in.

Wc arc not

_.,;HOMESEEKEBS\..

EXCURSIONS
DECEMBER 7 and 21,

From Chicago, Bt. Joseph, Kansas City,

Brethren Colonies
In North Dakota

AtCarrlQfttoa, N>'\v Kn.'Uf'H'ii ;u.<l Svkv-ton, on

InveJtlgate

Washington and Idaho,

O. W. MOTT,
Qsaeral Emigration Agent, N. V. R'y Cc

ST. PAUL, MINN.
WM. H. PHIPPS,

Tobacco!O UU_P SMOKING

Hindoo Tobacco Habit Cure. Perfectly

Si;»,'i';!,o'.:
,

i™M<">»:"''"''"
|!| '''

A NEW BOOK,

'Mind Mysteries,"

By Eli J. S. Plory, Cloth, Gold Stamp.

Pries, $100, post-paid.

"Spirit,...

is "Urn , Scie

What is "Divine Healing?"

What is "Faith-Healing?"

What is "Religious Mania?'

iswered that no one need be deceived.

ANOINTING WITH OIL

^plained on Bible principles. The Gos

7 minister, a, well as every seeker afte.

Pushing the Bible Sale

simply to sell Bibles, but to secure as many readers of the Gospel Mes

stngir as possible. Our reasons for doing this are:

1. The church owns and controls the publication of the Gospt

Messenger. Conference has placed an Atlvisory Board over its rcadini

matter, thus permitting only that which is of sound doctrine, right spiri

and loyal to truth, to be published.

2. The income, whatever it may be, is for World-Wide Mission

and for no individual benefit.

3. The Messenger docs excellent work in leading people to tlv

Truth, as tesiiumni.iU . i.m.in.ally show.

4. If all members of the Brethren church, as well as others, reat

then the church will be more of one mind and heart. Wc can offer

So Good a Bible at so Low a Price

! them made by the thousand. The Bibles all come neatly boxed, and W
3iindcnt that they will please that wc make this guarantee. We give the purchaser

Two Days to Examine the Book,

money, wc will take th

: you going to do? Not

Gospel Messenger., a large 16-pege weekly, to any addresB to Jan. 1, 189E.

Brethren's Almanac for 1898"

TLie above Bible, linen-lined inside of cover, to any express office prepaid

All three for $2.75.

If a leather-lined back in Bible is preferred, the same Bible otherwise, in the above offej

forSioo IEDenison's Improved Thumb Index is wanted on leather-lined Bible.it can b

h-ul -mil for <u qo Llncn-Llned Bible U not Indexed. Be careful in making out your ordel

; no mistake in Tiling it. Show the offer to your friends. The Bible can go t

d the paper and Almanac to another. Now is your time. Write at onci
11110 persiiii,

Address,

Yale, Mich., Nov. 10, 1897.

The Premium Bible is better than I expect-

ed. It is the cheapest Bible I ever saw for the

money ,

Wendall Hallman.

BRETHREN PUBLISHING HOUSE,
Mount Morris, III.

TESTIMONIALS.
Wabash, Ind., Nov. 9, ilfg

I think the Bible the best for the money

.11 be bad. L. Varne

LlBERTYVILLE, IOWA, Nov. 13, 1897.

1 very much pleased with the Bible. It

New Holland, Pa., Nov, 9,

I am well pleased with the Bible.

such clear type.

Wabash, Ind., Nov. 13, 1897.

My Premium Bible is much better than I e>

pected, It is just what I wanted.

Otto Harris.

Greenshung, Pa., Nov. io, 1897.

I received my indexed Bible and am agree;

bly surprised. I expected a nice Bible, but

surpasses my expectations. Such a Bible

J. J. ELLIS & CO.,

General Commission Merchants

GOt-l 805 B, Charles S Baltimore, Md,

1 opportunity is indeed r

S. M. Stouffe

r. IS. 1897-

dered from

you has arrived. My wife, to whom I present-

ed it, is very well pleased with it. It is the

cheapest Bible I ever saw for the money. Ev-

ery subscriber that needs a Bible should avail

himself of this opportunity.

H. W. Kheighbauu.

Johnstown, Pa., Nov. g, 1897.

I enjoy reading this Bible. The print is sc

large and clear, Emma Cakstenson.

Lafortc, Ind., Nov. 14, 1897.

Premium Bible received. Thanks I

promptness. Upon careful examination I a

much pleased with the book, and regard it

marvel in view of the terms.

Thurston Miller,

Kinross, Iowa, Nov. 13, 181

I received the Bible and am more

pleased with it. It is beyond my greatesl

peciation." Really I cannot sec how so go

book can be given for the price.

Mrs. C. C. Smh

New Freedom, Pa., Nov. 1897.

I like the Bible well. It has clear rcadin

type. B. F. Bowser.

Painter Creek, Ohio, Nov. 10, 1897.

I am much pleased with my Premium Bibl

It is just what I have been wanting, for it

handier than my other Bibles.

Lawrence Kreider.

Abilene, Kans., Nov. n, 1897,

The Bible is better than I had expected.

### J. P. Johnson,,!

McCune, Kans., Nov. 15, 1897.

I am well pleased with my Thumb-indexe

Bible. Every reader of the MESSENG^

should get one, Andrew Neher,
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The year just drawing to a close has been one of

considerable activity in the political world. While

there have been no great wars, still there have been

a number of small ones, resulting in much loss of

both life and property. The struggle between

Greece and Turkey, though short, was a very un-

fortunate affair, for the reason that it has encour-

aged the Mohammedan, and discouraged the little

kingdom of Greece, whose influence was wholly on

the side of Christianity and civilization. The con-

flict in Cuba still continues, with little prospect of

ending soon, unless Spain consents to grant the is-

land its freedom. This will be remembered as the

most cruel and inhuman war of modern times.

England is not through with the trouble she is hav-

ing with a few of the Afghanistan tribes in the north-

western part of India, and may not be able to fully

subdue them before the close of the winter. She
also continues the extension of her territory along

the Nile in Upper Egypt, and seems not to be whol-

ly at peace with France, respecting her claims to

territory near the central part of Africa. There

has also been some fighting going on in South

America and some in Central America, With our

own country it has been a year of peace, though

there were times when our relation with other na-

tions was somewhat strained, and matters seemed a

little threatening. All of the leading powers ap-

pear to be unusually active in their wSr prepara-

tions. The navies are being greatly increased, the

armies enlarged and ihe fortifications strengthened,

Several of the leading nations have formed alliances

that have created no small stir in certain parts of

the world. What can all these things mean if they
do not mean war! There must either be war, or
some of the nations will be crushed with their enor-
mous and increasing debts. There is also a grab-
bing for more territory. Africa is being parceled
out, and it now looks as though the vast empire of
China may be broken up, and divided among the
powers. It may thus be seen that the political

world is by no means standing still.

Over seventeen years ago there originated, in

Chicago, a society known as the " Overcomes,"
founded by a woman named Mrs. Spafford, who
claims to be the bride of Christ. She succeeded in

winning the confidence of a number of adherents,

who, in order to become connected with the

"Overcomers," were required to break up the

marriage relation,—if one existed,—and turn all

their property over to the community, This prop-

erty must be entrusted to Mother Spafford, as she

is called, and her financial agent. Sixteen years

ago, Mother Spafford set out for Jerusalem, taking

with her twelve apostles, and as much money
they all possessed, In Jerusalem she rented a large

stone building, lived in luxury, and had her apos-

tles and others do the work. Sometime later, sev-

enty more from the United States were induced to

turn over all their property to the woman that was
duping them, and soon found themselves in Jeru-

salem, also, with barely enough to eat, and no pros-

pect of anything better in sight. They realized

that they were deceived, and desired to return, but

had no money, Friends aided some of them, and
they are now in America, telling the story of their

sad experience. Mother Spafford's agent in in Chi-

cago, endeavoring to enlist another band of seventy

to go to the " Promised Land." Those who have

returned are warning others of the fraud connected

with the scheme, and the matter is now in the

hands of the authorities at Washington, who may
take steps to prevent others being duped. It

is strange that people of intelligence will per-

mit themselves to be deceived in this mamicrl

Schemes of this character are being constantly ex-

posed, and yet people cannot learn to steer clear

of them.

At first thought one would hardly think it possi-

ble to find whiskey in the earth, but that is exactly

what was done several days since, near Parkers-

ville, Mo, Over forty years ago the steamboat

Arabia sunk in the Missouri River, her cargo, in-

cluding 165 barrels of whiskey and a large quantity

of queensware. During these years the river

changed its bed at this point, and that part of the

river where the Arabia sank became a great bed of

sand, completely covering the vessel. Some weeks

since a number of workmen undertook a search for

the boat, and found it deep down in the dry sand

bank. The sand was removed and the whiskey

barrels were found to be in a good state of preser-

vation. The workmen notified the United States

revenue authorities of their find, and arrangements

were made to remove the whiskey. The diggers will

realize a handsome sum on their find, and the Gov-

ernment will receive about $7,000 revenue. So far

as money is concerned it is a fortunate find for

both the diggers and the Government, but the evils

resulting from these 165 barrels of whiskey, over

forty years old, may start and help more men on the

road to perdition than a half dozen saloons. The

pub'ic is always interested in new discoveries, but

this one would have proven a benefit to hun-

dreds had it never been unearthed, It would be a

blessing to the human race if all the whiskey of
earth could be buried deep down in the sand-bars,
never to be found. It would certainly be the bury-
ing of a multitude of sins.

It now looks as though there is danger of China
being parceled out, in some manner, among the
leading nations of the earth. Germany persists in

retaining her hold on the part of which she took
possession a short time ago. Russia is in posses-

sion of Port Arthur. Both England and France
have their ports; but all eyes seem to be on Eng-
land, and the other powers must maneuver in di-

plomacy somewhat in harmony with the wishes
of Great Britain. Japan is also watching her chanc-
es, and it is even intimated that the United States

is scheming for a slice of the Celestial Empire.
The Chinese Government is considering the advisa-

bility of moving the seat of the Government from
Pekin to Nankin, cne of the largest and most cele-

brated cities in China, Its location is 560 miles

southeast of Pekin, in the most wealthy and thickly

populated portion of China. Over 500 years ago it

was the capital city, and it is still known as "the
Southern Capital." As an empire, China has be-

hind her 2,000 years, but she is weak, and indiffer-

ent respecting civilization, education and develop-

ment, and this may lead to her downfall. We
await further developments with interest,

Solomon was a very wise man, but probably

when he said that to the making of books there is

no end, he never realized what a great truth he was
placing on record, and in what various ways it

could be applied. So far as the number is con-

cerned, it seems that we will never get enough
books; and respecting the business of book-mak-
ing, that still goes on, and more books are being

placed on the market now, than in any former pe-

riod of the world's history; and as for curious

books, there seems to be no end to them, either.

But for a large book it appears that Dr. Peter

Fahrney, of Chicago, heads the list. He is said

to have, in his possession, the largest book in

the world. The writer had the pleasure of ex-

amining it a few weeks ago. It is known as the
" Big Book," and when closed, is nearly one foot

thick, but when opened out, it measures three and

a half feet one way, and seven the other. The
weight of it is nearly three hundred pounds. The
cover alone weighs fifty pounds. The purpose of

this immense volume is to contain the original tes-

timonials respecting the doctor's widely-known

"Vitalizer." Here may be found letters from near-

ly all the important countries on the globe, written

in many different languages. We glanced over the

pages containing those from the United States and

were gratified to find so many from those whose
manuscript we have often handled in this office. It

will prove a pleasure to any person to find in this

"Big Book "one of his own letters, written years

ago, and almost forgotten. But it will be a still

greater pleasure, after the close of this world, and

1 the dawn of the next, to find something of our

wn, something that we can recognize, in the

Book of Life," showing that during life we have

orne testimony in favor of the practical value, and

personal benefits of the religion of Jesus Christ.

The Governor of Kansas has appointed Bro. J.

W. Wampler, of Brazilton, as delegate from that

State to the National Fishery Congress, which

meets at Tampa, Viz., Jan, 19. While in the

South, he thinks of visiting some of the localities

where the Brethren are located.
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-ESSAYS

THE NEW YEAR AND THE OLD.

The Old Year goes with halting step aad slow,

And ever turns, with sad, reluctant gaze,

As he would linger 'mid the gathering haze

That shuts the bright world's paeeanlry and show.

Like man, all that he loyes he must forego

And sick in utter darkness, where bright rays

Come not, and all seems blank amaze

Amid eternity's increasing (low.

The New Year comes with mirth and song and duo
Bedecked with garlands as 'twere summertime.

On all he casts a merry, si iclong «lance

And sheds a elory that is half sublime.

The Old Year passes with a di mal knell

The New Year's bom 'mid mat y a sweet-

Simon Peter

IT WAS NOT ENOUGH.

BY JAMES M. NEFF.

other disciples went fish-

n, L; one evening upon the Sea of Galilee. They

weie full of hope when they hunched their little

craft upon the glassy bosom of (he lake; but,

q lite contrary to their expectations, the patient

toil of a whole night went unrewarded. The 6rst

light of the morning began to glimmer in the

eastern shy, and the 6-hermen observed, dimly

outlined, a human form standing on the shore of

the Lake. (It was the blessed Jesus, but the

disciples could not discern his identity, for the

darkness and the distance.) Then they heard a

voice: "Children, have you ary meat?" The

accumulated chagrin of a whole night of unsuc-

cessful effort is expressed in their monosyllabic

answer, "No." We can well imagine the tone in

which it was uttered.

Then the unknown man on the shore, as if to

reasure them and nerve Ihem for still further

effort, suggested: "Cast the net on the right side

of the ship, and ye shall find." They perhaps

thought the sugg on came from sot

oroughly familia

waters of the Uk: and the habits of its

At any rate, they had nothing to h

could do no worse thai

fo'lowed his directions

old fish-

/ith the

y tribes.

They
they had done, so they

The emit

ediately and abundantly

strange

derful

ufgettu

.rd? The

mind of the spiritually sen:

beloved John. He at once

whispered: " It is the Lord."

Christ, our dear Master, wht

the shore and beheld our

. The reward came

But who was the

rougft such a won-

came quick to the

tive, thoughtful and

turned to Peter and

It is the resurrected

, having appeared on

wearied and fruitless

rpp.:

The

Jona«. lhave no faulttofind withyour p

duct toward me. It has

humble, devout and carne

all very well; but, Simon, do you lev:

that question, even after Peter had m
outward demonstration, remained to be

But do you think the Lord was mc

of Peter than he is of Christians no'

not. If all that can be said of yo

are a " loud Christian," it is not en

religion is, perhaps, all very well if the heart con

diticn is right. We miy be able to deliver elo-

quent prayers, and to talk fluently about relig-

ious matters, but this is not enough. We may be

members of the church militant, and willing to

observe all the outward forms of relig

is not enough.

s it that said the Danker

th the outward ceremonies

hip i:

:?" And
e all this

tswered.

>re exacting

w? He was

is that you

ugh. Noisy

,
but thi-

Who w

atisfied \

nd theit

ople i

religit

spiritual,

nd formal? If there

: any of us whose religious lives lack depth and

hose worship is not

:cause our practice

theory. We believe

that it is not enough till we can look honestly in-

to our own hearts and then into the face of Jesus

Christ, and say, " Lord, Ih-u knowest that I U.W. thee."

We believe that all these outward things, though

perfectly proper, and really important in their

places, are, nevertheless, without that absolutely

essential heart condition, and heart relation to

Jesus, love, but a farce and a humbug. We be-

lieve that though we may speak with the eloquence

of angel", and have knowledge to understand a'l

ientto remove mountains,

selves to help the unfort-

tr bodies to be burned at

not love, we are nothing,

eligion, without its spirit,

10 such thing.

y, and faith suffi

though we may rob ou

una'e and even offer c

the stake, if we have

What? The forms of

sufficient? We believe

Fruitdale, Ala.

the way to the

i deep

npetu-

\s much as prayer has bee

is and daughters of God, evei

;, as many times as Chrht,

: of it, as often as it is coram:

i with the knowledge of its

t used by devoted

since he had a

)ur Example, n

nded in Ho'y Writ,

ewards or efficacy,

God. I Chr 16: 25. By praying to God

Job 33: 26 By praye

be recognized by God as his childr

46. It

:6: 41.

ill help to

t will aid in relieving fro

t will save the sick antl c

Matt. 5: 45,

iptation. Matt.

n perils. Rom.
luse forgiveness

answered, as w
ptures: Ps. 10: :

:re of the hum
hearest prayer, unti

: 6, " They call'

•etedthem;" Isa

d the Lord shall

ured that prayer will be heard

may learn from the following

7,
" Lord, thou hast heard the

ile;" Ps. 65: 2, "O thou that

thee shall all flesh ccme;" Ps.

d upon the Lord, and he an.

5S: 9, "Then shalt thou call,

mswer;" John 11: 42, "And I

;ew that thou hearest

Prayer should come from tl

st and sincere. How otten

th our thoughts far away fr

So often we pray so

Iways.'

saying

heart and be ea

d we utter praye

1 what our lips a

ently. At
d,tain writer has :

through irental

go up to God as a

our time is worse th

prayet ; like that to a Kind

We offer many dead prayers,

Such prayers cannot

savor. Indeed, I fear

ted when we offer up

nd Loving Father who

iallt : bias

ge that the:

ng Christiai

prayerless nents? Sad a

pelled to admit that w
Brotherhood, a Brotherhc

: are still, to-day, prayer-

s, prayerless homes and

: the truth is, we are com-

: fear, even in our own
od that professes to obey

toil, has thus :

last hour.

Here the current of John's thought:

and still. How different the impulsiv

ous Peter! He could not maintain composure ii

the possession of such a thought, for no soone

had Jesus' identity been suggested to him, thai

he gathered up his fisher's coat, leaped from th

b?at, and went plunging and splashing to the shore

and threw himself at Jesus' feet. What a demon-

s'ration of Peter's love and loyalty! But it was

not enough. He got himself thoroughly wet; he

almost endangered his life. He was the first one

of the seven to reach the shore, but it was net

enough.

What followed? Listen. O, the eternal sig-

nificance of that thrice-repeated question which

onduct had not answered! "Simon, son

lovest thou me?" Why, Lord, had not

tswered that question before you asked

he made a beautiful outward demonstra-

tion; he made a great show of zeal; it all looked

very well; but it wes not enough.

It seems to me I can hear our Lord reiterate

that burning, heart- searching question, Only three

words, but how significant, especially when em
phasis is put upon the first word, "Simon, son of

Peter'

of Jo

it? No

all the commands of God, the one command in re-

gard to prayer is too frequently neglected. In or-

der to " provoke unto love and good works" and

to " stir up your pure minds by way of remem-

brance," this article is written. What shall the re-

sult be if we fail to obey commandments like

these: "Ask and it shall be given you," "Watch

and pray that ye enter not into temptation," "That

men ought always to pray, and not to faint," " But

in everything by prayer and supplica'nn with

thanksgiving, let your requests be known to God,"

Continue in prayer and watch in the same with

thanksgiving," " Pray without ceasing." Brethren,

pray for us," " I will therefore that men pray every-

re." Notice the Ust thought, "Pray every-

where." This means more than in your private

closet, and I sometimes wonder if a lack of prac-

tice in closet prayers does not cause a lack of abil-

ity in public prayer. Practice makes perfect in

anything. Hence, when any one tells me he can

not pray in public, I feel very murh inclined to ask

whether he prays in private. We are all surely

able to thank God for what we have, and ask for a

renewal of his blessings. God cares not for the

flowery prayer. The most simple one may fre-

quently be more greatly blessed than the most

elaborate.

The objects of prayer are various. Let us notice

a few: By having our prayers answered, deeper

feelings of gratitude from our hearts go out to

Posture in prayer has much to do with our ear--

nestness. Let us see what God tells us about pos-

ture. Num. 16: 22, "And they fell upon their fac-

es;" Josh, 5: 14, "And Joshua fell on his face to

the earth, and did worship; ' I Kings 8: 22, "And

Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord in the

presence of all the congregation of Israel, and

spread forth his hand towatd heaven;" 2 Chron. 6:

13, "And (Solomon) kneeled down upon his knees

before all the congregation of Israel, and spread

forth his hinds to ward heaven;" Ps. 95: 6, "0

come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel

before the Lord our maker;" Matt. 26: 39, "And

he (Christ) went a little farther, and fell on his face,,

and prayed;" Mark 11: 25, "And when ye stand

praying," etc; Acts 20: 36, "And when he had

thus spoken, he kneeled down, and prayed with

them all."

From these references we see eveiywhere that

bowing with their faces to the" earth, or kneelinpr,

or standing are the only postures adopted by holy

men of old. Not once do we see them sitting to

pray, as modern popular Christianity does. Even

the Savior bowed his face to the eaith in approach-

ing his Father. If it was necessary for him to do

so how much more necessary for sinful creatures

like us! Paul continued the practice of humble

posture. To approach so great a Being without

humility in posture, as well as in heart, must be

next to mockery. May the Father forgive us and

help us to come to him as loving children should,

and thus may his kingdom on earth grow stronger

and precious souls be savedl

Ml Morris, III.

ON THE WAY TO INDIA. -NO. 4-

Gibraltar—Mediterranean Sea-Algeria -Pantellaria-

Malta-SlcHy—Italy.

Nov. 9 we lay anchored on the west coast of the'

Rock of Gibraltar, about three hours. While we

were anchoring the sun shone out through the

clouds and a beautiful rainbow encircled the strong-

est military fortification in the world. There are

25,000 people penned up on this little rock, 5.C03 of

which are soldiers, ready to defend, with their lives!

their country's honor. To us the little rainbow,

that spanned the great fortification, represents a

mightier power, and a more loyal army than Britain

and her loyal sons. When Gibraltar crumble:

dust, and old England is forgotten, our King and

his army will still be loved and revered.

About 8 P. M. we launched out into the " Great

Sea." We felt that we were now sailing on the sea

made sacfed by the first missionary band the churcb

ever sent out, They sailed ssest while we sailed east,

but they carried the same glad news that we carry.

There wete only three of them, while there are fou<
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of us. One of their number grew homesick and
caused some trouble. We hope that our little band
may not paitern alter John Mark but rather alter

Paul and Barnab3s.

As we sailed over these sacred waters, we remem-
bered Paul's longing desire to visit Spain, Rom.
15: 24. and as we iook north on her rugged moun-
tain peaks, we wonder whether that desire was ever

a reality. Bib'e students differ in regard to this

trip of Paul's, but all unite in ascribing to Paul zeal

and push enough to have gone into Spain, if he ev-

er found an opportunity. May v/e be enthused
with the energy and devotion of the first mission-

aries that ever sailed this historic old sea! May we
be as faithful to our Master and to the church as

those first missionaries, sent out by the church at

Antioch!

For three days we have sailed in sight of "The
Dirk Continent. The thought comes, What if the

church had said, " Go and carry the news of salva-

tioa to Africa's benighted million,." Would we
have been ready to go? The Lord says, " Go," and
when the church also says, " Go," we cannot say,

" No," even if our station had been Africa,

Algiers could be seen yesterday on the north-

western coast of Algeria, We could hardly feel

that so soon after leaving home we could be lock-

ing down upon a town where women are sold to the

highest bidder, as slaves were sold in our own be-

bved land a few years ago. But so it is; we were

truly looking on the northern slopes of dark Afri-

ca, When will we be ready to help bring them to

the true light of life and salvation?

Soon after we passed out of sight of Africa we
came in sight of the Island of Pantellaria. This

island is a place of banishment for Italian convicts.

We are made to think of St, Helena and Napoleon's

sad fate, as we look upon this island home of crim-

inals. The way of the transgressor is hard, even in

this life, how much more in the life to cornel Why
should we ever envy the sinner in any of his ways,

instead of pitying him?

We arrived at Malta at 9 P. M„ Nov. 12, and

anchored there, until about 3 A, M., next day. Bro.

Forney, Sister Gibbel and I went on shore and

spent over an hour. It was a beautiful moon-lit

night but we could not see much of the place in an

hour, yet we could see enough to know that we
ware in a place that was built for war. This is next

to Gibraltar in the strength of its fortifications and

much more important for the navy. The grand

harbor hce is said to he the finest harbor in the

world. Malta is the headquarters of the British

fleet. The island is only seventeen miles long and

nine miles wide, yet it has a population of 152,000,

being one of the most important of British depend-

encies The place is Catholic in religion.

Paul spent three months on this island after his

rough voyage of fourteen days. He found the ra-

tive people very kind, but also very superstitious.

He wrought many miracles of healing for them

during his stay. We found the natives thronging

us on every side, ready to show us around, to ac-

commodate us with a drive, ready to bring us flowers,

coral and many other things. They seemed to 'be

persistently kind until we refused to accept their

proffered favors, when the tones of their voices and

the expression of their faces said that they felt

otherwise than kind.

We learned that a bargain with them did not

mean much, Even if you make a bargain, when

you went to pay them they just wanted a few pen-

nies more for wife and children, or for a drink or

something else. There seems to be no real man

hood about the native Maltese, if what we met is a

fair sample of these people.

On this morning, the 13th, when we went on

deck, we could see the Island of Sicily. Soon Mt.

E'na, with her snow-capped peak, towering upward

10,800 feet, lay before us As she looked down up-

on us through the clouds that encircled her, she

seemed to say. " Look up for the pure and the beau

tifu'.l " We could see no signs of an eruption as we

passed by.

We are now coasting Italy, Her rugged moun-

tains stretch far up into the heavens and as we look

at them, we seem to say, Are we now truly looking
upon the land of the C.-etars? The great of earth,

with their works, come and fro, but God and his
woiks abide forever and forever. We will spend
Sunday, Nov. 14, at Brindisi, arriving there about S
A. M.

This letter leaves us all well. Little Ruth is im-
proving as fast as could be expected. Some pas-
sengers show Iitt'e sympathy and less manners in

their manner of speech when she cries, One man
whose beard is grey, cried down the hatchway,
" Choke her, choke her," as she was crying to-day.
Sister Forney went to her cabin and wept.
While some are cruel, we find many whose hearts

are kind and tender. May God touch the hard
hearts and make them tender, too, by Ihe power of
his lovel We have had a choppy sea frcm Malta
to Brindisi. More are sick than at any time before
on the voyage.

Brindisi, It:Iy, Niv, 14,

THE BOOK, BOOKS, AND A BOOK.

BY A, C, WIEAND.

In the highest sense, a true book is the perma-
nent expression of some eternal truth, not before
given to the world in permanent form,—the revel-
ation of some truth which had before remained
a mystery.

In the strictest application of this principle,

the Bible is the only Book, for it. is an epitome of
all truth. There is not a scientific, or philosophic,
or eternal verity omitted, if we could but com-
prehend it.

There are many books that help us to under-
stand the Sacred Scriptures, Especially is this

true of religious books, yet there is scarcely one
of these that we can read and endorse unqualifiedly.

We must sift them every one,—the chaff from the
wheat.

Among the best religious books that I have
seen. I do not hesitate to place "The Lord Our
Righteousness," by Bro. S. N. McCann. It is an

expression of some profound, but very vital and
practical truths to which sincere, thinking men
are forced, in reconciling the Bible doctrines and
their practical application in the real working
world.

If you do not believe the truths there explained,

do, I beseech you, read the book straight over

again. Read it on your knees, with an honest

heart open to God, then go out to work as a soul-

winner for the Lord, who is our righteousness.

Answer all the questions and lead to the Savior

all inquiring souls, and then you shall believe even

this also,
_ ___^__^

"FREE HOMES.-HOME-SEEKERS' EXCURSIONS."

There is one kind of home-seekers' excur-

sions that is passing us continuously, and those who
have joined these excursions and will remain with

them to the end, will secure a free home,—not a

piece of land on which they can erect a house, but

"a mansion prepared for them on high, eternal

in the heavens." We all know this, for our Elder

Brother, when on earth, said, "In my Father's

house are many mansions; if it were not so I would

have told you. I go to prepare a place for you,"

When any of us see the words at the head of

this article" in a newspaper or on a hand- bill, how
apt we are to call the attention of our friends and

neighbors to it, and discuss the terms on which

the offer is made! Now, let us, for a few minutes,

study what is required of one who wishes to join

the heavenly " Home-seekers' Excursions:"

I. We will have to obey Christ's command to

"love one another." That will naturally cause

each one, joining the excursion, to look around

and see if he cannot assist his neighbor to get on

the train and help him to get a good seat. Then

let him look around and see if there is not some

poor mother, with three or four children clinging

to her, some of whom are crying for a drink of

water, others wanting to get to the window, so
they may look out. By the time we have them
settled down comfortably, we notice some poor
sister who looks faint. After raising her car win-
dow a little, so she can get freih air, we notice
another who is sitting in a draft, and struggling
to let down the window. Wc close the window.
Next we see, crowded down in the corner of the
car, some poor, weak, lame brolher who has not
been able to get a seat, and wc go along through
the car and ask a party to put their baggage off
of a seat, and let the lame brolher occupy it.

When every one is comfortable, it occurs to us
that we can just as well leave these people for a
time and be an emigrant agent for a while, by
calling the attention of olhers to these home-seek-
ers' excursions, and the merits of these free homes.

But there is one very essential thing that has
not yet been spoken of. That is the home-seekers'
text-book. This should be found in every house-
hold, and in every excursionist's valise, for, if

we expect to succeed in securing one of these
free homes, we must study this textbook, or book
of rules, every day and early in the day (before
breakfast). Should there be anything in it that is

not fully understood, ask the Father to make it

plain to us, and he will do it.

Should we not have one of the text-books or
"Home-seekers' Guides," all we have to do is to
write the publishers of the Gospel Messenger
about it, and enclose S2.75, and they will not only
send us the book, but will also send us a paper
every week for a year, in which we can read ac-

counts of others, all over this beautiful land of

ours, and in foreign lands, who are en loule to the
same destination towards which we are traveling

ourselves, and with the same object in view, viz
,

the securing of a free home. It will also tell us of
the trials and the troubles of the emigration agents,

all over the world, who are trying to induce people
to join these home-seekers' excursions. It will

tell us how God has blessed their efforts, in lead-

ing the indifferent and the sinner to seek a free

home, It will also tell us of those who have been
faithful to the end, and have been able to read

their titles clear to a mansion in the skies.

This paper is called the Gospel Messenger,
Reader, did you ever think how sweet and ap-
propriate (hat name is? If not, do so now. It

may be that, in our work, as emigration agents,

we will find some who are without the text-book

or "Home-seekers' Guide." If so, we should
send their names and post-office address, with

$2.;5, as directed above, to the publishers of the

Gospel Messenger, and with it let our prayers

go up to God that the recipients of the book and
paper be led to study (hem, and practice what they

therein find, as the only safe rules to secure a free

home. Or, if they have the text-book and not

the paper, send Sioo to the publishers of the

Gospel Messenger, giving name and post-office

address, with the statement that the party does not

take the Gospel Messenger and we want to pro-

vide him with it as a donation for a year, following it

with our prayers to God that it may, through his

loving-kindness, be the means of leading the reader

to seek a free home in heaven.

This article has grown beyond the writer's idea

of what it would, when it was started, and proba-

bly treats of a different subject from what many of

the readers thought it would, when they read the

title and glanced at the author's name.

Philadelphia, Pa.

UNKIND WORDS.

How few the admonitions we receive to avoid

the sin of using unkind words! How seldom do

we hear any confessions on this point! And yet

they are just as contrary to the spirit and teaching

of Christ, as the non-observance of any Christian

ordinance,

Christ reproved sin with severe language, but

can we think of him speaking a cross, ugly word to
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one of the twelve, or in the Bethany home, or to

his mother? It would be contrary to his very na-

ture. Unwind words should never be heard in a

Christian home.

If parents are pained by unkind words of their

children, let ihem reflect, and see if they arc not

reaping of their own sowing. Unkind words beget

the same kind.

We miy yield to temptation in an unguarded

moment, and sin in this particular as any other,

but, for all sin there is the same remedy. Kindness

and gentleness are rare Christian graces; let us cul-

tivate these, and banish, from our vocabulary, un-

kind words.

Chicago, 111. ^^
PLATTSBURO, MISSOURI, NOTES.

Thasksgiving services were held at the Brethren

church in this congregation. The history of this

day was briefly outlined, and the elements of

thanksgiving, in the economy of grace, duly point-

ed out.

Each one of the ministers present eave some par-

ticular phase of the subject, and, at the close of the

services, a collection was taken for the Chicago

mission, which resulted in S14 52 being " nt t0

those in charge of that missicn.

Dec 4 our regular quarterly council was held

Eld. S. B. Shirkey presided. The meeting was well

attended, and a large amount of business transacted

in a commendable spirit.

Provision was made to continue the Sunday

school during the year, and to have eight or nine

preaching services held each month. Before the

College was located here, there were only two

preaching seivices per month. A number of young

ministers are attending College, and their labors in

the ministry are much appreciated. The preaching

services, Sunday school, prayer meeting, young

people's meeting, and missionary circle all contrib-

ute to build up Christian character, and prepare our

young people for the Master's use.

It was decided to hold a Bible Normal at the

College, beginning in February. Eld. J. G. Royer,

of Mt. Morris, is to be with us, and conduct a series

of instructions, which will include, " How to Con-

duct Bible Readings," "How to Win Souls to

Christ," " Lessons in Horn letics," " Missionary

ns on Fundamental Church Doc-ra.nmg, Li

A hearty invitation is extended to all wh
vail themselves of this excellent opportunity to

mprove in B.ble work.

from Mcpherson colueoe, kans.
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The importance, and far-reaching influence of the

work in our schools, can be more readily realized in

twenty-five years from now, than at the present

time. Hundreds of those, now students, shall then

be our leading bishops, ministers, city and foreign

missionaries, Christian teachers, and moit noble

citizens, I am made partly to realize this thought

when I look back and obseive how many of those

who were my fellow-students only ten years ago,

are already called to responsible p'aces in the

church.

HE FIRST BEATITUDE.

" Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kirgdom of

heaven."—Matt. 5: 3.

It was always a question with me why Christ pro-

nounced such a desirable blessing upon the poor in

spirit. After considerable thought on the beati

tudes, I now see why, with much propriety, this

condition of spirit and consequent blessing head the

list.

The past twelve month
1 the history of McPhers

lis time the financial pr

of th

een very eventful

^e. Within about

which threatened

e institution, have

een met and solved. We cannot be too thankful

1 those brethren and friends who assisted in re-

urden of indebtedness, and in rais-

e completion of the main college

;eveeal years this building stood

with a tarred paper roof laid upon

Work upon this building has been

:e about Oct. 1. One additional

d the whole is now under

moving a larg

ing a fund for

building. Fo
two stories hit;

the third floor

in progress since at

story has been added

a good, pi

The attend;

couraging mi

about two h

been a large i

and in the nu

been growing in a very en-

le present enrollment being

and twenty-five. There has
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churches. A very liberal percentage of the attend-

ance, outside the local patronage, is composed of

Brethren's children, most of whom are already

members of our church. Another encouraging

feature is the growing patronage of the German
Mennonite Brethren, who are very much like our

church in doctrines and practices, Nine ministers
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Sect. Then, too, there is a difference

;ty of spirit and self denial. The for-

mer parts with the world for Christ, the latter parts

with self for Christ. Self-denial is a result of pov-

erty of spirit.

We need to distinguish between the poor in es-

tate and the poor in spirit. There are many very

poor people who are rich in spirit. In Luke 6: 20

Christ, I think, referred to the poor especially.

Distinguish, too, between the spiritually poor,—

poor in grace andthe poor in spirit, The spiritual

lv poor are not poor in spirit. There is also a dif-

ference between the poor-spirited,—those having a

base spirit and the poor in spirit. The latter can-

not be the former. The poor in spirit are not ill

spirited.

We see how this beatitude lies at the base of the

or in spirit who fliourn. It is
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above their fellows. This condition of spirit is of

gradual attainment. At first, naturally, it is all of

self and none of Christ. Then some of self and

some of Christ. Then less of self and more ot

Christ. Finally,—would that we might all reach it,

—none of sell and all of Christ.

They who are dissatisfied with their spiritual at-

tainment, are constantly reaching higher into

Christ, and their lives tell the result. Having a de-

pendent spirit upon Christ, they are found much in

prayer. They live pleadingly at the feet of Jesus.

They are content to take Christ at his word. They

are willing to be anything, do anythiog, go any-

where for him.

"Theirs is the kingdom
blessedness of having a plac

dom of kingdoms! They 1

faithful servant to the Que
would be satisfied if only hi

Queen's servant. Ours is a higher and better serv

ice. We would be satisfied to be constant servants

in God's kingdom. They are guests. Christ is not
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of England said he

might always be the

PREACHING THE WORD.-a Tim. 4: 2.

IY P. R KELTNER,

The importance of my subject is assured by the

solemn charge Paul delivers to Timothy. It is giv-

en before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall

judge the quick and the dead. What august wit-

nesses, and how grave the responsibility! No
charge to any potentate of earth will at all com-

pare with it in importance. Where charges are

given to men in high places, they are given in the

presence of others of still higher authority. Their

duties are clearly defined. They ate reminded by

the instructions given, and the dignity of the wit-

nesses present, that they will be obliged to conform

to prescribed orders. So the minister, possessing

the highest calling in the range of man's duties,

should be relatively impressed with his calling, and

a strict compliance with orders given, as he stands

in the awful presence of God and Christ, and re-

ceives his charge,

1, Some things the minister should not preach.

He should not preach his ofhim of the Word. An
opinion is expressive of doubt, and no faithful min-

ister will venture a doubt behind the sacred stand.

His mission is to deal in facts as they appear in the

Word.
He should not preach his favorite doctrines only.

The offensive part, so to speak, must also be faith-

fully declared. Neither is he asked to preach some

prescribed form arranged by men, unless it is in

perfect harmony with the Word, No ecclesiastical

body, however learned or grave, has any right to

legalize any system of doctrine, other than the

Word of God. Neither has it any authority to say

what its ministers shall preach outside of the writ-

ten Word; and any minister that will yield to such

control, and will stifle his convictions of right by

evading the truth, simply to work with such boe'y

agreeably,-is not a faithful minister of Jesus Christ.

Again, the minister must not preach v/ith a view

of entertaininsr. Greater efforts, in the line of en-

tertainment, than the minister can put forth, are be-

ing used, and in vain, to entertain cultivated tastes,

and have as often failed Why should the minister

waste his forces on this vain endeavor? Be.ides, it

is altogether foreign to his mission, which is to save

souls, and his weapon is the Word of God.

2. The minister's subject should be an embodi-

ment of his text, and his text should never be any-

thing else but the Word of God. It is a shame to

his holy calling, and underestimating very much the

resources God has provided him, to step outside of

the proprieties of the Word to select subjects from

which he expects to draw lessons that will he as

messages from God, to reach the sinner's heart and

save his soul. Christ- said, " For lie whom God

hath sent speaketh the words of God." John 3: 34.

The minister is without excuse who wili select a

subject that is foreign to the spirit of the Word.

The resources of the Scriptures are so inexhaustive

that there is no need of seeking other avenues for

the selection of subjects. We have seen some sub-

jects that were as far from the spirit of the Word, a9

light is from darkness. No one would conclude

that the speaker intended to draw lessons for the

soul from them, if he was some other than a pro-

fessed minister of the Gospel.

3. The Word, in general, teaches that all men

are sinners, and that Christ, through the Gos-

pel, brings a means for his salvation. This

Word the minister is to use unreservedly in his

work, and to know that it is the only means of

salvation, The Word teaches faith, unconditional

faith,—the faith that takes God at his word, the

faith that believes Christ's precepts, though they

are simple, and that they are just what is needed to

save. "Without faith it is impossible to please

God." It teaches repentance, turning from sin. A
saving and unconditional faith will invariably lead

one, not only to mourn for sins, but to turn away
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from them. Repent. Piter said, on the day of
Pentecost, " Repent every one of you."
Acts 2: 38. Christ says, Luke 24: 4;, • that reoent
ance .... should be preached among all nations"
Christ's ministers must preach repentance. Agair,
the Word clearly teaches baptism (by immersion),
and that for the remission of sins, and the gift of
the Holy Ghost.

We have not space in this article to support all

these claims by a series of arguments, neither do
we think they require it. A brief explanation ard
some proof-texts- must suffice. In Mark 1: 4 we
read that John the Baptist preached "the baptism
of repentance for the remission of sins," and to

show that John and apostolic preaching harmonize,
we turn to Acts 2: 38, where Peter says, " Repent,

and be baptized, every one of you .... for the re

mission of sns, and ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost." Christ says, Mark 16: 16, "He that

believeth and is bapt'zed, shall be saved." Ananias
said to Paul, after he had been in Damascus three

days and nights, praying, "Why tarriest thou?
Arise, and be bapt'zed, and wash away thy s ns,

calling on the name of the Lord." Peter speaks of

baptism as a saving ordinance. I Pet. 3: 20, 21.

He says that Noah and his family were saved by
water, "the l.ke figure whereunta cv:n baptism
doth also now save us

''

In all these Scriptures we have baptism presented

as a scv*g institution, and the promised results are

forgiveness of sins, and the gift of the Holy Ghost.
Paul, in Heb 6: r, 2, calls these three steps, vie

,

faiih, repentance, and baptism, "the first principles

of the doctrine oi Christ." That means, Ihey are

the necessary steps to be taken to get into Christ

or his church. " As many of you as have b;en bap-

tized into Christ, have put on Christ. ' Gal. 3: 27
Hence we conclude that the m'n'ster, to preach the

Word, must preach faith, repentance, and baptism,

and that as conditions of paidon and the gift of the

Holy Ghost.

The Word teaches that Christ instituted in his

church the ordinance of feet-washing. John 13.

He wsshed his disciples' feet, said he had given

them an example, and commanded them that they
should wash one another's feet. The minister of

Jesus Christ must preach feet-washing as a church
ordinance. Again, the night before the Lord's be-

trayal, and on the same evening in which he institut

ed feet-washing and the Communion, he ate a supper

with his disciples. The four evangelists record the

event. Paul, in I Cor. It, calls it the Lord's Sup
per. Pe'.er calls it a feast, 2 Pet. 2: 13, and Jude II

calls it a feast, of charity. The minister musi
preach a Lord's Supper if he desires to preach all

the Word.

The Word teaches that Christ's disciples rhould

salute one another with a holy kiss,— a kiss of

charity. No less than Eve times is it commanded
in the epistolary writines, hence, to preach the

Word, the minister must preach the doctrine of the

salutation of the kiss to his congregation. Again,

we are taught that Christians are not of the world,

and should not be conformed to the world. See

John 15: 191 Rom. 12 2; 1 Tim. 2: 9; 1 Pet. 3: 3.

This becomes an essential part of the minister's

preaching. It teaches the all sufficiency of the

church; hence, Christ's disciples are not permitted

to unite with oath-bound and secret societies. Tho
faithful minister will not neglect this part of the

Wo.'d. See 2 Cor. 6; 14-18; Eph. $: 11; I John I: 7.

The Word teaches non-swearing,—Christians not

allowed to take an oath before a court of justice,

but thiir communication must be yea and nay.

Matt. J: 33-3/; James 5: .2.

The doclrine of non resistance is clearly taught

in the Word, and becomes a part of the minister's

message to men. Matt. 5; 38-41; 26-52; Luke 6:

27-29; John IS: 36; Rom. 12: lg-21. Paul, in 1 Cor.

II, instructs that men, in time of re'igious services,

should have their heads uncovered, and that women
should have their heads covered. This must un-

doubtedly be preached.

In short, the Scriptures teach the cultivation and

teaching of a 1 ! the Christian graces and virtues,

—

S2

obedience, humility, patience, charity, temperance,
honesty, truthfulness, love to our neighbor, etc.

Dear reader, as you read these lines, may you
have the abiding help of the Spirit to ever assist in

primitive Christianity, and you. my fellow minister,
do you faithfully declare all Ihe counsels of God,
" rightly dividing the word of truth," that you may
be a "man of God, thoroughly furnished unto all

good weks" ?

^THE i SUNDAY t SCHOOL^

LESSON LIGHT-FLASHES

Jesus and John —Matt 3: 7-17.

Lesson Jor January 1.

The lessons for the new year rover the first tiro
years of the public ministry of Christ, beginning
with the ministry of John, in the year A. D. 26 It

is interesting ti look at this beginning, and the
humbler instrument through which it began.

John, as a priest, after receiving his Ribbinical
education and preparation, retires into seclusion, as

many of them did in those days, for the purpose ol

getting away from the corruptions of the religions

then lived, by the leaders, and to have time fur

meditation and personal devotion. While out
there, in the wilderness of the Jordan, the message
of the ministry, to which lie was called, came. Be-
ing obedient to the heavenly calling, he at once en
tered the woik. And because of the sitnpleness

and power of the new doctrine which he held forth,

the news went abroad, as on the wings of the wind,
and hundreds and thousands flocked to the place
from all the surrounding country, received the mes
sage, repented of their sins, and were baptized of

him in Jordan, confessing their sins. These were
of the more humble and devoted Jews of Judea, Je-

rusalem, the region about Jcrdan, extending up
north as fir as the Sea of Galilee.

But while the mere common peop'e heard him
gladly, he soon came in contact with opposition,

through the jealousies of the Pharisees and Saddu
cees. They, too, came to him, but not in the same
spirit of the others. They saw that in this new
movement a wave of religious enthusiasm was tak-

ing hold on the minds of the peoplr, and that, if

they were to continue I o be leaders of the peop'e,

they must become identified with it and, as there

was only one way to do this, they must accept the

Who these were,—how they came, and how they

were received, we have in the first verse of the les

son. "But when he saw many of the Pharisees and
Sadducees come to his baptism, he said unto them,

O, generation ofvipersl Who hath warned you to

flee from the wrath to comef "

They were like some pecple we still have in the

world, who desire to come into the church, not be-

cause they feel the need of a Savior, or that they

have repented of their sins, but because of the'r

own selfish purposes, which they have iu their

hearts, and which they wish to carry out. But

John soon divined the purpose of these people, and

gave them to understand t'nat simply going through

the mere form would not make fit sub ects for this

new kingdom. To get in they must bring forth fruits

meet for repentance. The time of leadership and

dead formalism had passed away. These fruitless

trees that had been bearing leaves only, were to be

cut down. " And now also, the axe is laid unto the

root of the trees; therefore, every tree which bring-

et'a not forth good fruit, is hewn down and cast in-

to the fire."

What kind of trees are we? Are we bearing good

fruit? If not, the axe is laid at our doors, and the

gcod man is waiting,—how long? We don't know,

but we should not risk too much, not wait too long,

or the fatal stroke may be made, and our golden

opportunities lost,—forever lost.

They v/ere rejected of John because their hearts

were not right. We may be rejected of Christ for

the same ca-rscs. John's sermon here is brief, sim-

ple and practical. Study it well, because it con-

tains a message for all.

But now ernes another character. What will b;
done with him? Let us see. He is different from
all the others, and yet, he is willing to be the stand-
ard for them all. He is the prophesied King of this

new kingdom, and, on entering it, he is as willing to
come into the sinner as the others, even the most
lowly. The standard that he has come to make be-
gins at the very bottom and reaches to the top. As

nplar, he makes it so that none must neces-
ma :n on the outside, and whosoever will

to Jordan unto

Again John objects,

n. He rejected the

sc they were not fit

luse he is too good
aid, " I have need to

sarily 1

may come.

"Then cometh Jesus from Gal:

John, to be baptized of him."

but from a very different rea;

Pharisees and Srdducees beca

subjects. He rejects Jesus be

for him to baptize. He truly

be bapt'zed of thee, and comest thou to me? " But
he, here, as the Son of Man, recognized the fact

that the sender was greater than the one sent, and,

as bo'h were "the sent," it became them to fulfill

the will of the send.r. They were co workers to-

gether, and the right must be done. That this

might be done, " then he suffered him."

The lesson we can learn from this is that, when
the Lord chooses men, as instruments to carry out

his p irposes, he brings them up to the dignity of the

occasion. This we ought to feel when he calls us

to do his work. An excuse of unfitness is no ex-

cuse at all. liven a little child may be raised to

the dignity of a leader for God, Many have been
thus raised, and made instruments in leading souls

to Christ,—fathers and mothers, and others, who
could be led by none others.

" A voice from heaven." That there might be an

evident token to this servant of God that the work
done was accepted, a voice came down from heaven

and said; ' This U my beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased." Such a heavenly introduction must
have given gteat assurance to John and those who
witnessed the unusual scene, that this was indeed

the God,—the one who was to come to give joy,

gladness, peace and salvation to the world.

Having this wonderful example set before us, in

connection with the great commission,—he that be-

lieveth and is baptized, how gladly, and with what

divine assurance, we go down into holy baptism,

that we, too, may receive the holy unction from on

high, that we, indeed, are born into the kingdom of

our dear Lord. " Except a man be born again, he

cannot enter the kingdom" h n b.

SERMON OUTLINE.
PREACrllNO THE GOSPEL —Mark 16: 15.
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OUIt PRAYER MEETING.

LESSONS FROM THE CHAIS01NQ VEARS.-Pa. 31: 15.

For Thursday Evening, Dec JO, i8q?.

I. Ths Old Yeah and Its Record.

1. Misspent time. Eph. 5: 16.

2. Neglected opportunities, Gal. 6: 10.

3. Unfaithful stewardship. Mai- 3:8-10.

II. The New Year and Its Possibilities-

1. A deeper work of grace in our own hearts- l's. 51: ti, 12.

2. A more anxious concern for the salvation of others-

Gal. 4: iS.

. Living less t
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A LAST PRAYER.

[In the following prayer by "H. H." (Helen Hunt JacksoD),

written while dying of cancer, the author mourns wasted time,

selfish aims that "hurt" rather than "helped:"]

Father, I scarcely dare to pr*y,

So clear I see, now it is done.

That 1 have wasted half my day,

And left my work but just begun;

So clear I see that things I thought

Were right or harmless were a sin;

So clear I see that I have sought,

Unconscious, selfish aims to win;

So clear I see that I have hurt

The souls I might have helped to save,

That I have slothful been, inert,

Deaf to the calls thy leaders gave.

In outskirts of thy kingdom vast,

Father, the humblest spot give me:

Set me the lowliest Usk thou hast,

Let me repentant work for thee!

—Selected by Effic M. Opperman,

THE GIRLS NEEDED.

Last week, by permission from mamma, I made
a visit to Uncle Henry's, in whose fami !y I found

two boys of about my own age, and with whom I

soon became quite intimate. Both had been away

from home attending school, and had much to tell

about the good times they had there, how they en-

joyed the place and work, and the large expecta-

tions they had for the future.

One morning, while alone, as they supposed,

they were warmly discussing the merits and de-

merits of some of the girls in their classes. I over-

heard Tom say, "Joe, Do you thir

right for a fellow that has a good education to

uld bt

ry a girl that c oes not knewm ch? Do you think

they could be mated and iveh appily together?"

I did not he ar the rem ainde r of the discussion,

neither did I are to hear it The thought at once

came to me:

'

Am not I a gir , and, perhaps, the

very kind of a girl that c would class among
those who didn't 'know very much.'" While 1

felt half oSe nded I was set to thinking: What
does all this mean? Do all boys discuss this sub

ject in the same way, and, if so, what will be the

conclusion? And why should they not discuss it?

Is it not a debatable question? Yes, it surely is,

but I could not quite understand what the boys
meant by education.

What is education? And should boys and girls

have the same kind, in order that they might be

happily mated?

I had a strong desire to talk the matter over with

them, but I could not do this without letting them
know that I was eavesdropping, so I concluded to

work out the problem alone,

My first thoughts were about education, and what
they coud have meant by it. I tried to solve the

question in this way: "Is no education knowing
things? And if so, to be educated must one know
everything? " No, this will not do, as no one could

get so far en as that. My next thought was, "If it

is not necessary to know everything to be educat-

ed, just how much must bs known, and must all

know the same things?"

Now, here are cousins Joe and Tom, they know

more about Atithmetic, Grammar and Latin than

I do, and some other things along this same line.

But what do they know about milking, sweeping,

washing, kneading dough, making bread and pics,

cooking meals, and all needful things to make

home a desirable place to be, And as to playing

music, I can beat them ten to one, so, after all, do

I not know as much, and perhaps more, than

they do?

Of course, I was discussing my own side of the

question, and I added to it this knockdown argu

ment: If my cousins were to marry girls that knew

all that they did, and didn't know what I did, how

would they be mated then? Could they live hap-

pily together in parsing sentences in grammar and

working out problems in the "single and double

rule of three "? That would be dry living, would it

not? They, the boys, I mean, would soon wish for

the girls that had the other kind of an education.

Yes, they would.

Well, I felt that I had the problem pretty clearly

solved, that education is not the knowing of all

things, nor, necessarily, the knowing of the same

things, and, therefore, for boys and girls to be

happily mated, it is not at all necessary that they

should know the same things. But,—and I stopped

right there,—because a new notion came to me. It

was this: Would it not be a nice thing for us girls

to know the same things with the boys, and then

have, in addition, some things that the boys do

not have?

This, I thought, was a very sensible and satis-

factory conclusion, and I left it there till my visit

was over.

On my return home, among the first things I

said, was, "Papa, I want to go to school." He
was, of course, surprised at the sudden change of

my desires, but I opened my heart to him, as a

loving daughter only can, and tried to show him

how necessary it is for girls to have book educa-

tion, as well as boys.

He listened very patiently through my long ar-

gument, and then said: " Why, Mary dear, don't you

know that it is said and believed by some that edu-

cated girls do not make as good wives and house-

keepers as those who are not? " " Why, papa, this

argument is the very opposite of that which I over-

heard between Tom and Joe, while at uncle's. They
took the position that educated young men ought

to marry educated women, and as most of the boys

arc now being educated, where are they to get

their women?"
This staggered papa a little, and he promised to

consider the matter, and as we talked the subject

over from time to time, he agreed with me, that

men and women should bt properly mated, intel-

lectually, and that the girls should have equal op-

portunities with the boys in getting a good educa-

tion. But as a closing thought he said, "In all

your getting an education, do not get away from

those things which are essential to the happiness

of home. The highest position to which any girl

should aspire, is to be a true mother and the mis-

tress of a happy and weli-ordered home. To be

this, requires the full development of the body,

mind and soul. This is the education all of

girls need." And papa is right. A true education

of mind and heart we girls all need and should

have, and the things needful to conduct a well-

ordered home, should not be left undone.

Dear girls, while these thoughts may seem as fic-

tion, we assure you they arc not. There are con-

flicting opinions as to what girls should do and
be, and it is because of the different kinds of edu-

cation given, and the manner in which an educa-

tion is used. Some of our girls are only half edu-

cated. They a-e stuffed with nonsense, instead of

good common sense, and, as a result, they prove

a curse rather than a blessing to the home. A
beautiful illustration of this was given the other

week in a picture on the first page of the Ram's

Horn. In the fir end of the room is seen mother

over the cook-stove, preparing a meal. In the front

is a luxurious lounge. At the end of it is a neat

little stand, on which is placed a glass, filled with

the sweet-scented morning roses. On the lounge

sits the daughter in her morning wrapper. In one

hand she holds the latest novel, in which she is

wholly absorbed, while she holds, with her other

hand, a small dog that seems to be snoozing on her

lap. Above a well-furnished sideboard hangs a

motto, containing these words: "What is Home
Without a Mother? " The picture is named: "A
Giil of the Period," and we wish you could all see

it and draw from it the lesson intended. h. b. b.

FROM ML MORRIS COLLEGE.

How very different now, from forty years ago,

when the writer desired to continue his education

beyond that afforded by the common country-

schools of Pennsylvania! No difference of opinion,

then, on the question as to which of the Brethren's

schools one had better attend. In the absence of

even one school to which Brethren's children might be

invited, we were left to do the next best wc could.

Often, in looking over the past, has my heart

gone out in gratitude to the Lord, for having been

led to attend a school under the auspices of a

church, instead of one of those so-called non-sec-

tarian or State institutions. What a pity that, in

these days of schools under our own jurisdiction,

so many of our Brethren's children are found in

non church and state institutions! How much bet-

ter, in every particular, if those Brethren's children,

now in other institutions, together with those

whom their influence has taken there, could all be

brought into our own schools! The Lord speed

the day when we shall fully realize the importance

of having our children under our own church in-

fluences, and in our own schools!

Referring to our schools and their work at this

stage of the current school year, the Lord be

praised for the degree of prosperity enjoyed by all!

As for Mt, Morris College, we think that if you

should visit us you would conclude that the school

work is in a prosperous condition. The opening of

the winter term (Nov. 24) was satisfactory in every

particular. The number of new students added ex-

ceeds our anticipations. While all the depart-

ments are well represented, we are especially en-

couraged with the Bible department. One of the

encouraging features of this department is the

marked growth of the missionary training class,

This, we think, is as it should be, since the demand
for trained church workers is so much in excess of

the supply. Spiritually, we have a'so much to be

grateful for. Our Sunday school,—the advanced

department with Calvin McNelly, from Southern

Ohio, and the Primary, with Sister Mary Garber

from Northern Indiana, as Superintendents,—is not

only largely at' ended, but also doing effective

work. All our church services are well attended,

and a commendable zeal for the Master's cause is

manifested on the part of the students.

We look forward with interest and expectation to

the Special Bible Terms, to be held in the near fu-

ture. Personal feeling and interest in Bible work

would prompt me to attend them at all of our

schools, and, wherever desirable, to contribute what

I could to their interest and profit. While such at-

tendance is out of the question on my part, there

are hundreds of ministers and Sunday school and

church workers who should attend; and, were the

churches awake to their duty and best interests,

many of those church workers would attend the

coming special seasons, set apart by our schools to

render help to all who see fit to attend. Let the

movement alt along the line be such as indicates a

general awakening in a good cause!

Ml Morris, III.

"Whether large wealth is a fortune or misfor-

tune, depends upon the character of its possessor

and the consequent use he makes of the money."
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UAOE STATE D1GTEICT

If every missionary, now in India, could

reach 47,000 souls, there would yet remain two

hundred million people without the Gospel,

Ten thousand orphan children are said to

be absolutely under Christian influence, in

India, This number will increase from year

Among the Zulus, in Africa, mission work

is proving encouraging. The natives raised

S4,ooo last year to sustain the work among
themselves.

The best missionary book to study is the

Acts, It is the missionary book of the Bib!

How can any one believe this book and not bi

The heathen population of the world is

creasing at the rate of eight millions each y

Thus is the demand for the preaching of the

Gospel also increasing.

The divorce business, in this cou

ilarming. Statistics show that there ;

loo persons divorced, cf whom 44,;

nen, and the rest women.

A legacy of 5200,000 was recently eft the

Presbyterian Board of Hon e Mission s by a

party interested in their woi <. How rr any of

our people are preparing to eave legac es?

One earnest brother writes that he would

sooner do without his coffee a whole year

to be without the Premium Bible we sent

We admire the people who love their Bibl>

The total contributions of the Congrega-

tional churches last year, for home expense?, is

said to foot up to over nine million dollars, oi

$14.63 per member. How many of us give tha'

much each year?

1 Tract Society during the las-

year distributed 767,528 volumes of the Scrip

tures, more than half the number being dis

tributed in China. The expenditures amount

ed to $192,292.32.

The Empress of Japan is described as

womanly woman, devoted to the interests

her subjects, contributing freely to chariti

and delighting in the warm place she holds

the affections of the people.

Christmas will be over by the time tl

reaches most of our readers, but did you

anything to help your minister in his arduous

work? Did you do anything to make the life

of his wife more pleasant? If not, how do you

feel about it? It is not yet too late to do good.

WILL CITY MISSIONS BE A SUC-
CESS FOR THE BRETHREN

CHURCH?—No. 2.

While, as noted in the preceding article un-

der this head, success in our city missions has

not been great, as some measure greatness,

yet, when conditions and advantages are con-

sidered, the work accomplished is fully all that

could be expected.

But some have maintained that our missions

will not be successful because the faith and
practice of the Brethren is not suited to city

life and people. This certainly is a very pe-

culiar position and admits more than its advo-

cates will admit on other cccasions. If this

position be true, then either the Brethren are

not Christ's, or Christ has lost entire power in

the cities. The latter is not true, for His name
shall prevail on all the earth. If the Brethren

have taken hold of Cbrist in such a peculiar

manner that their work is not adapted to city

evangelization, then it is to be feared their

tenets are not sure enough for country people;

and there should be an immediate "righting

about," until the church is in full line with

world-wide evangelization,—in every city, in

every land,—for there are sincere and thinking

people in the cities who are longing for a

whole Gospel to obey.

But the Brethren's faith and practice comes
as near New Testament revelation as that of

any body of people who are beginning mis-

sions in any city. This true, and how impor-

tant, how obligatory, how great is the work be-

fore the church! There need be no change in

principles, but there must be some decided

changes in methods, and to these the church is

steadily adapting herself. The church hereto-

fore has largely confined its efforts to rural

districts. Congregations have grown up un-

der the gratuitous services of several ministers,

who made their living behind the plow. This

is very good for the circumstances, but very

little progress can be made in cities if the min-

ister must labor with his own hands six days

in the week, so as not to be chargeable to any

one. Did the church not believe in city mis-

sion work, or were they unable to properly

support missions, then it would be proper to

urge missionaries to take hold of the work at

their own expense, but to day, where in cities

Satan has his combined forces at work seven

days in each week, the servants of God dare

not spend less time if they wish to accomplish

any good. This, then, means a support to the

The congregations of to-day grew on the va-

riety of talent that served them in the pulpit,

and while much of it was excellent, the other

part was poor enough. Variety and inferior

talent will not do for city work. The enemy
has his strongest hold and his shrewdest ser-

vants in the city and nothing short of the

ablest talent of the church should be placed

there to struggle in the conflict.

The principles cf non-conformity to the

world are much needed in the city. When ac-

cepted, men will be more honorable and hon-

est in business. Amusements so prevalent

and hurtful will be forsaken, and the house of

the Lord will have large and devotional audi-

ences. Even the plain manner of dress would

become a badge of influence for Christ, telling

in a quiet, yet forcible, way that one who tries

to follow Christ, is in their midst. But in Sa-

tan's seat, one who lets his life of Cbrist be

shown in his outward appearance, so that the

enemy could readily point him out, need not

expect to pass on without persecution. " Bless-

ed are ye when men revile you and persecute

you falsely." If the devils cried out against

Christ in His day, they will do the same thing

to-day. Rest assured that the servants of God

must endure persecution in the city that coun-

try workers know nothing of. But shall perse-

cutions, shall trials, shall imprisonments, shall

beatings, be taken as an evidence that the

faith of the Brethren is not adapted to ciiy

life? These things should not move us, but

stir us up to greater earnestness in the Mas-

r^OTES FROM INDIA.

Thinking to ask for passes for the orphan

children over the two railways, it was made a

subject of prayer. Passes were received over

one road, and half-fare rates for children and

attendant over the other. On the way four or-

phanages were visited, each being managed

by different missions. Ideas and plans were

gathered from all, and will be of service to us
now, in the establishing of the Orphanage here

While in Bombay my home was with Mrs.
Lukey, who assisted us, during the relief work
among the poor.

At Shcgaon, the first mission station visited,

are two faithful witnesses for the Lord. They
are Danish people, from America, connected
with the Missionary Alliance.

I was glad to find the Gospel Messenger
had been a visitor to their home. Some one
had been sending it to them, from Chicago,
about a year ago. They did not know who
sent it. They were glad to meet some one who
could explain a few things to them which were
not quite clear, and learn more of the Breth-

ren. Tracts were read with much interest and
more have been called for. Some old Bible
truths have new light for them now.
The next station was Bhusawal where there

were two other workers,— man and wife,— be-
longing to the same mission. The doctrine of

the Brethren was new to them, but they knew
their Bibles, so it did not take us long to be-
come acquainted. Evening came. The time

for prayer arrived. They had never seen a
woman cover her head in prayer. The man
looked at me and asked, " Do you always wear
that when you pray?" I could scarcely give

the answer before he said, " I am glad to meet
some one who knows the truth and practices

it." He believed that woman should cover her

head in prayer and saw at once the covering

of our sisters lilled the requirements of the
Sctipture.

While talking on baptism he said, "If I am
called upon to baptize, I believe I would do it

When I met the woman on my return journ

ey, she asked me to send a prayer-cove ring to

her. She covers her head now in prayer.

They believe strongly in the anointing with

oil and the prayer of faith for the saving of the

No medicines are used. The Lord has

warded their simple faith and his power has

been manifested in their midst.

The next two stations visited were Itarsi

and Hoshungabad, where workers belonging

to the Friends or Quaker mission are located.

Their Orphanage has been enlarged since the

famine to about two hundred boys and girls

and refuges were'being kept for" famine chil-

dren They have a large workshop and a

weaving establishment, where they give work

to men wanting to become Christians. The
tracts of the Brethren proved of interest to

them also.

The next and last place visited was Sangor,

where twenty of the orphans were secured.

While here, an opportunity was given to see

the government relief work for the famine

people and also to see the poor-house kept for

them. There were about a thousand peoph

each place. The poor creatures on the relief

works received about two cents per day, Th
would not buy rice enough for one man a goo

meal. Think of pounding stone all day in the

hot sun and one scant meal to subsist on!

Many were reduced to mere skeletons, and

their faces were pictures of pain and misery,

In the poor-house most of the inmates were

sick or just recovering from the effects of star-

vation. Those that were able to work were

. light >,]. ol i cind

well describe the scenes inside ;

famine poor-house, where sickness and suffer

ing, pain and death, hold sway.

Three weeks before, they bad had threi

thousand people instead of one. Many had

recovered enough to return to their vdlaj

and others had secured work.

The government had declared the fami

over, and relief works are being closed, but

sympathetic hearts who know the state of the

people, say help ought to be given up to Janu

ary. They need help not only during famine,

but through ihe effects of the famine as well.

We turned homeward with sad hearts, know-

ing that Sangor was only one place out of

many visited with sore famine.

May the people, through their distress, learn

to know that the Lord is God, a very present

help in time of need!

Through the goodness of bis children many
lives have been saved, and homes are still be-

ing provided for the homeless. Hundreds of

children, who have been rescued, are now un-

der Christian training. May the Lord help us

to do our humble part in this work, for his

Dulsar, India, A'ov.j.

WHAT THIRTEEN DIMES DID.

We have seen by former experiences what
great results have been obtained by investing

for the Lord. Last spring thirteen dimes
given to thirteen little girls (my scholars),

vest for the Lord as they saw best. At
the close of Sunday school, S10.56 was by this

eans donated to the India Mission. Though
e are young and weak, yet we can help to

1 read the Gospel.

Dodson, Ohio,

REPORT OF CHICAGO MISSION.

REPORT OF BROOKLYN MISSION.
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During the closing months of this year, sevi

teen united with the church at Mastersonville, Pa

We arc receiving some large orders for our Pre-

mium Bibles. Many of them are being used for

presents.

We can still fill orders for the Doctrinal issue.

Write, and siy how many copies you can make a

good use of.

A meeting in the Buck Valley house, Artemas

congregation, Pa , closed with six applicants for

membership.

Bro. Reuben Shrover should now be addressed

at Otterbein, Statk Co., Ohio, instead of Pierce,

Ohio, as heretofore.

Brethren W. H. Lichty and A. P. Blough have

just closed a Bible Normal at Greene, Iowa. The
attendance is reported good,

Bro. Wm Howe closed his series of meetings at

Ephrata, Pa., with nine applicants for baptism.

The meetings lasted three weeks.

The day before closing these pages nearly 4C0

letters were received at the Messengbr effice. This

enough for one day.

A series of meetings at Broadfording, Md.
closed with eight conversions, making twenty-one

for that congregation since September,

Bro. A. G. Crosswhite is engaged in an inter-

esting series of meetings at Flora, Ind. When last

heard from there were four

At the Upton house, Back Creek church, Pa.,

a Bible School was opened last Monday, to con-
tinue two weeks, conducted by Bro. J. K, Miller.

Two well-written reports of the Los Angeles
missionary and Bible meeting have been received.

We publish the one sent by the church correspond-

Bro. David Rowland reports .that a series of

meetings is now in progress in the church at Shan-
non, III., with increasing attendance and good in-

terest,

We are now mailing the Sunday school Quarter-

lies for the first quarter of 1898. These excellent
publications, we think, will prove quite satisfactory

to all the schools using them, and, by the way, all

of the Brethren schools should use the literature

sent out from th*s office, The lessons are taken
from the New Testament, and will be found unusu-
ally interesting.

The Brethren at Altoona, Pa., are greatly rejoiced

over their successful meeting, conducted by Bro. J.

C. Johoson, which closed Dec. 13. Forty-two were

baptized and three restored.

Bro. D. L. Forney, under date of Nov. 22, writes

us from near Aden, the most southern point on the

Red Sea, reporting health good, and the voyage on

the Red Sea only fairly enjoyable.

In this issue will be found reports from three of

our schools They will be read with interest. We
hope soon to be able to give monthly news from

all of the schools in the Brotherhood.

Bro. A. W. Vaniman contemplates doing some

work among the churches as an evangelist during

the coming year. Any churches desiring his serv-

ices may address him at Moundridge, Kins.

Bro. D. L. Miller returned home from Ohio a

few days ago, having been absent several weeks.

He is to begin his series of talks in the College

Chapel at the Mount on the evening of Jan. 3.

Bro. S. G. Lehmer writes us from Chicago, say-

ing that for the next three months he may be ad-

dressed at Harrod, Ohio. Churches desiring his

services in a series of meetings can communicate

with him.

Bro. James M Neff writes that the feast at

Fruitdale, Ala , the ioth, pissed off very pleasant-

ly, and that Bro. D R. Richard, of Ingalls, Ind.,

officiated, and is now engaged in a series of meet-

ings at that place.

Bro. Jesse Stutsman, of Bells, Tenn , writes us

that he is now preaching at that place three Sun-

days out of four, the Baptists having tendered the

Brethren the use of their house for the services.

They are also taking an active part in the Sunday
school work. ^^
On account of the advertisements this week

somewhat -encroaching on the space reserved for

reading matter, we set the notes from our corres-

pondents in brevier type. This enables us to give

the usual amount of news in a very neat and
readable form.

A congregation has just been organized at At-

lanta, Ga. We presume this is the first congrega-

tion of Brethren ever organized in that State.

With two exceptions, we now have congregations

in all of the Southern States, and hope to see these

multiply rapidly.

Bro. Wm. McKimmey, of Metamora, Ohio, writes

us that he spent several weeks among some of the

isolated members in Michigan, holding a number
of meetings. Nineteen applied for membership,
some of them have been baptized, and others await

the initiatory rite.

We have good news from Smyrna. Four more
have been baptized, two ministers elected, and one
of them advanced to the second degree, who is now
at work in the old city of Philadelphia, mentioned
in Rev, 3: 7. Bro. Fercken's interesting letter will

appear next week.

Bro. John Harshbarger, of Jeffersonville, HI.,

called on us last Tuesday, and preached for us

in the evening. He had just closed his series of

meetings at Sterling, and wished to visit the Mount
before his return home. We were glad to have
him call, and appreciated his visit.

Here is a report that is a model for brevity, and
the amount of news it contains:

Alleghany.— Bro. W. F. Wine and I recently went to

South Branch, Pendleton Co., this State to the Palestine

church. We preached one sermon at Hopeville, three at Long
Hollow and ten at Palestine. We baptized one; one applicant
is to be baptized. We visited twenty families. Good inter

est was shown at all these points. I think this a good place

work. Many seem near the kingdom.—/.
T. Cosfur, Bismark, W. Fa-, Dec- 13.

The churches in Northern Illinois and Wiscon-

sin, that have raised their quota of the money, re-

quired by the Committee of Arrangements for the

advanced expenses of the coming Annual Meet-

ing, can send the same to Bro. C. P, Rowland, Lan-

ark, 111.

Bro, Charles M. Yearout writes us that the dif-

ferent services in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, are well at-

tended, and that the members take an active part

in all of them. He has not been in the best of

health for the last month, He is probably at War-
rensburg, Mo., by this time, v/here he is to remain

a few weeks.

At the District Meeting of North Dakota and

Northern Minnesota, held at Cando, five congrega-

tions were enrolled, and all were represented by

delegates but one, Bro. J. C. Seibert will repre-

sent the District on the Standing Committee. The
next District Meeting will be held at Carrington,

July 12. ^_
As a rule, Bro. Andrew Hutchison knows a good

thing when he sees it, but he places a very high

estimate on the Messenger when he says, "I think

we have one of the finest church papers in the

world." He seems to be enjoying himself in Cali-

fornia, and has just closed a protracted meeting in

the City of Los Angeles.

Bro. Samuel Murray, who is now living at

Huntington, Ind., takes pleasure in writing us a

cheerful letter. He feels to rejoice because of the

light of Christianity, and believes that the day is

coming, in God's own good time, when the light will

manifest itself all over the world. He closes

with the feelings of Simeon of old, saying that he is

ready to depart in peace, for his eyes have seen the

salvation of the Lord.

In answer to some inquiries we wish to state, that

a committee has been appointed to prepare a Sun-

day School Lesson Commentary for the use of our

Sunday school workers, and in course of time we
hope to present to the public, each year, a neatly-

bound volume to be known as "The Brethren's

Sunday School Lesson Commentary." We cannot

issue a volume for iSg8, but we hope to have one

on the market, in good time, for 1899, This will

prove a valuable addition to our literature, and, as

the volumes are preserved from year to year, they

will, in course of years, constitute a library of great

value.

The only publication left by Alexander Mack, is

a work of nearly ninety pages in pamphlet form,

entitled, "A Plain View of the Rites and Ordi-

nances of the House of God." It is arranged in

the form of a dialogue, and was written by him five

years after he was bap'tzed in Germany. The work
also contains a brief sketch of the author's life, pre-

pared by Bro. James Quinter, with an introduction

by the son of Alexander Mack, in which much val-

uable information concerning the early history of

the church is given. This wo'k ought to be in the

hands of all our members, and especially should it

be carefully read by our ministers. It may be or-

dered from this office Price, 25 cents.

In our last issue we had time and space for only

a brief notice of the Anti-Secrecy Convention held

here. The Convention was under the auspices of

the National Christian Association, with Samuel H.
Swarts, Chairman, and Wm. I. Phillips, Secretary.

We hear many favorable reports concerning the

addresses delivered by Pres. C. A. Blanchard, of

Wheaton College. The other addresses were both

interesting and instructive, but none of them made
the impression for good as those by Pres. Blanch-

ard. He not only showed that secret societies are

at variance with the religion of the New Testament,

but that they are a decided injury to society, to the

government and to the family. We believe that

these talks did the young people an immense
amount of good, and we are of the impression that

they will be the means of keeping not a few from
uniting with secret and oath bound orders.



Dec. 25, 1897. TIHIIE GOSPEL MESSEOSTGrlE]^.

Tbe Mis-ion Board of Northern Indiana had the
Messenger sent to twenty-five families six months,
and now report that five of these have united with
the church. This, with many other like reports,

sent to this office, shows that it pays to make a good
use of the Messenger on mission fields.

THE CLOSING YEAR.

The time has come for the closing of another

volume of the Messenger. The time seems short

since we sent out the first issue of 1897, and yet we
realize that fifty-two busy weeks have gone by, and
that during that period much has transpired, both

in the political and the religious world.

With the Brethren church it has been a year of

peace and considerable prosperity. In a general

way, the affairs of the church have been moving
along quite pleasantly, and while our numbers
have increased, and our borders have been en-

larged, still there has not been that activity

most sections that should characterize an earnest

people struggling for the conversion of the world.

Along this line there is room for much improve-

ment.

The acceptance of the publishing interests by our

late Conference, marks an important period in the

history of the church. We all now feel that we
have a common interest in the publishing business,

and that whatever profits may result from the en-

terprise, will go towards preaching the Gospel, and

may be the means of not only converting thou-

sands, but may also be instrumental ia building up
many congregations, as well as greatly enlarging

the borders of Zion. So far, unusual prosperity

has attended every department of the business. In

fact, the business has never experienced a more
prosperous period, and never had a better outlook

for the future.

In one respect the last Annual Meeting marked

a new era in the history of the Brotherhood. We
refer to the large and enthusiastic Sunday school

meeting, held on the Conference ground, which was

attended by Sunday school workers from nearly

every part of the Brotherhood. And to this we
would a^d, the grant of the Conference for holding

District Sunday 3chool meetings. We say that this

marks a new era in our history, for the reason that

it has inspired the Sunday school workers, will of-

ten bring them together, and be the means of giv-

ing them the best methods of doing their work.

Hundreds will go to the Annual Conference for the

purpose of hearing and enjoying what our very

best thinkers have to say on the subject. As
these Conferences first brought together, each

year, the ablest men we had in doctrine and church

government, and later on, our most enthusiastic

missionary advocates, they will now be the means

of bringing together the very best and most tal-

ented Sunday school workers in the Fraternity.

The tendency of all this will be to unify our peo-

ple, strengthen every department of our work, and

greatly improve our workers. It will increase the

number of Sunday schools, enlarge the demand

for the Brethren's Sunday school helps, improve

the literature and be the means of converting thou-

sands, as well as more fully developing the mis-

sionary spirit.

During the year some advancement has been

made in mission work. The borders have not only

been extended in our own country, but considera-

ble progress has been made in the foreign fields.

While no new foreign missions have been opened,

still we have increased our force, and, in course of

time, may expect good results to follow. As a

rule, we have reasons for thinking that our District

Mission Boards are taking hold of their work with

more zeal, and better-directed plans than former-

ly, and that from their efforts we may look for en-

couraging results,

We also believe that our schools, as well as our
Special Bible terms, have been accomplishing
more than we are inclined to give them credit for.

With the schools it has been a year of fair pros-
perity, while the demand for Bible terms seems to
be on the increase, especially is this true of the lo-

cal terms. This is encouraging, for it shows that

there is an increasing desire for more Bible knowl
edge. And while we wish to encourage this line

of work, we beg to suggest the great importance
of a well-conducted doctrinal class in every term
that is held. Our people must not neglect the doc
trine, for it is the great framework of the Chris-

tian church, and in the absence of it a religious

body becomes weak, wavering, and without any
fixed course or purpose.

In looking back over the year, we are led to

wonder what advancement we have made spiritu-

ally in the Christian life, It is probably along this

line, more than any other, that our people need de-

velopment. We are not as spiritual as we should

be, nor are we striving for attainments in the high-

er life as we should. And as we close the present

year, and prepare to enter the next, we suggest

that we carefully review the past, and determine

wherein we can make improvements in laboring for

a greater degree of holiness in ourselves, as well as

in others.

And now, while we /eel to thank the readers of

the Messenger for the kindness they have shown
us during the year 1897, f°r their patronage, for

their support and their sympathy, for the many
kind and encouraging letters they have written us,

showing that they are greatly interested in our

work, for the numerous contributions sent for pub-

lication, for their prayers, as well as for their coun-

cils and forbearance, we also feel to thank the

Great God and Father for his care over us, for the

preservation of our lives, for all that we have en-

joyed, and for the needed strength to execute that

part of the work assigned us, We know that our

work at best is imperfect, but we have done the

best we could, and must trust to the Lord for the

results. j. h. m,

TEST OF FRIENDSHIP.

Not so easy is it for us to understand how one

may honestly differ from us and still love us.

Herein lies the true test of friendship, or rather the

test of true friendship. It is so easy to love those

who love us, who agree with us in all our notions,

and give cordial assent to all our doings. The

real test comes when we are called upon to contin-

ue to love and respect those who do not agree with

us, who tell us of our faults, and criticise our ac-

tions. Many friends become estranged because

each is selfish enough to want the other to come

and go at his word.

Doubtless this test came to Paul and Barnabas.

They parted, not with loss of love and friendship,

but with the respect for each other that always

comes when we meet those who are fiim in their

convictions of right. The changeling is the friend

of prosperity, who fawns, and smiles and approves

while the sun shines. When the clouds come he

is gone forever. The man who is unwilling to sink

his individuality, and who has firm convictions, is

the friend of adversity.

The spirit of intolerance, however, can know

nothing of true friendship. It seeks always to as-

sert self, and is nothing if not selfish. It lives on

Battery, and fattens on self-praise. It is as cruel as

the grave and as remorseless as death. In the old-

en time, when it was backed by ecclesiastical au-

thority and civil power, it burned at the stake those

who refused to bow to its dictates as heretics. The

same spirit is abroad to-day, but it is kept in

abeyance by a wholesome dread of law. It asserts

itself in sneakingly seeking to injure reputation by

circulating reports half false, half true, against
those who do not worship at itsrshrine. It is arro-
gant, self-opinionated, severe in judgment, without
natural affection, and has the poison of the asp hid-
den away in its oily, but slanderous tongue.
The wise man said. " Faithful are the wounds of

a friend." When reproof and rebuke come from
the heart and lips of a faithful, loving soul, they
only wound to help and heal. The real friend al

wavs comes to us in kindneis, to tell us of our
faults. Not in anger, nor in harshness, come
the gentle words of reproof from a friend, but in

all gentleness and longsuffering he seeks to help
us. It has been said, it is hard to distinguish be'
twecn the looseness of views and the judgment of
love, To be sorry for the weakness and follies

and sins of others, and to refuse harsh and unkind
criticisms is right; to accept them as a matter of
course, and condone them is wrong. The true
friend always takes the former, never the latter

course,

Jesus never condoned sin, neither did he judge
harshly. He taught the intolerant Pharisees a les-

son when he commanded the one among them
without sin to cast the first stone at the frail, fallen

woman before him. When no man remained to
condemn her, how the gentle words of humanity's
greatest Friend must have sunk into her poor heart!
" Neither do I condemn thee, go and sin no more."

TO OUR READERS.

In each year there comes a time when the work
for that year must be brought to a close. That pe-

riod for i?97 has arrived, and with this issue we
not only close another volume of the Messenger,
but we close a contract entered into with our sub-

scribers twelve months ago. We agreed to fur-

nish them the Messenger each week during the

year. This we have now done, to the satisfaction,

we believe, of all those who have read the paper.

A few, we regret to say, have not yet paid their

subscription. It is to be hoped that they will at-

tend to it without delay, for a newspaper debt is

just as important as any other.

We now wish to thank all of our subscribers for

their patronage. Their interest in supporting the

Messenger is very much appreciated indeed. In a

special manner do we want to thank our agents

who have labored so earnestly in behalf of the pa-

per. To us their efforts and influence are of great

value, for without their labors our work could not

succeed as it has,

But the New Year will s^on be here, and we pre-

sume that all of our present readers will want the

paper continued to their address. Thousands have

already renewed, and others are yet to be heard

from, We trust to hear from them inside of a few

days, This is a little transaction that should be

attended to at once, for there is no better time for

one to pay bis subscription than at the beginning

of the year. If any of our readers have not yet

settled with our agents, we suggest that they do

so at the earliest possible date, so that the account

may be squared at this office.

We further add that our Premium Bible offer is

still open to all who renew their subscriptions, as

well as to new subscribers. For the terms on

which the Bible may be had, in connection with

the Messenger, see next to the last page of this

issue. We here state, what has been repeatedly

said before, that no Bible will be sent until the

cash for it and the paper has been received here

at the office, Keep this in mind when renewing

your subscription, either through the agent, or oth-

erwise. We wish all of our readers a Happv New
Year, and trusting that the coming year may be

one of special joy and prosperity to them, we now

bid them adieu for 1897,
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QUfcRISTS' DEPARTMENT.

I Please harmonize i Cor. 12: 28 and Epta. 4: "-I3 and ' Cor-

if 14: 39, with ibe faith and practice of the Brethren. Why do we

I not have apostles and prophets now, or have all come to unity

\\ of the faith, etc.?- Wm. H. Overhohir.

The apostles filled an extraordinary position in

I the primitive church, and their office expired with

'
their death. The office was not transmitted, nor is

\ it a necessity. Their purpose was to witness to the

'i world concerning the teachings and doings of Je-

sus. This they did to prove that he was the prcm-

I ised Messiah. They then gave his teachings to the

f world, as contained in the New Testament, estab-

( lishcd churches, and thus laid in the hearts of the

J people the foundation of Christianity. Their

names, and theirs alone, are affixed to the twelve

foundations of the New Jerusalem. Rev. 21: 14.

I No others, as apostles, can follow, and have their

i names thus engraved on the foundations. The

; Brethren do not have apostles, for the reason that

- the office was limited to the chosen few. Every

! preacher is a prophet, but not necessarily the fore-

teller of events. All other officers, including

prophets in this sense, the Brethren have, hence we

think our practice harmonizes well with the Scrip-

tures cited.

Is it right for a minis'.cr, while preaching, to tell such stories

as will cause the conjugation to laugh, and some to laugh out

loud?—A. A\

While there are proper times and places for

laughter, with becoming moderation, it must seem

evident to every thinking person that the solemnity

of a religious service should not be broken in on in

that manner. In his preaching a minister may now

and then present a point so clear and so forcible as

to produce smiles, but he who tells stories that will

produce loud laughter, it seems to us, is not con

ducting himself as becometh a minister of the Gos-

pel. A religious service should be solemn, im-

pressive and highly spiritual. There may be times

when a service will be unusually cheerful, but there

are no occasions when such a service should be

marred by loud laughter, especially when the min-

ister is the instigator of it.

Please explain Heb, 6: 4, 5, 6: "For it is impossible for those

who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly

gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, and have tast-

ed the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come,

if they shall fall away, to renew them again onto repentance;

seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and

put him to an open shame." Can it be applied to those that

coxe to the church and then leave it?

—

Ira Witmore.

This Scripture may apply to any who have fallen

away to the extent designated, whether they be ex-

pelled members, or those who withdraw of their

own accord. The impossibility of restoration is

not because of an unwillingness upon the part of

the Lord, but because of the unwillingness upon

the part of the fallen. The Lord is ever willing to

fo-give the faUen if they will only repent, but many
fall so low that it is impossible to bring them to

pentance, and that is why their salvation becomes

impossible.

Is it against church rules for elders to disclose what take:

place in a council-room at the time of an eleciion, if asked U
do so? If :o, does it not make a secret society of the church?

S.A.

It is considered a breach of confidence for eld<

as well as others who assist in holding an eleciion,

to make public, in any manner, the private occur-

rences pertaining to an election. By this is meant

the number of votes each one receives, who voted

for this, that and the other person, and so on. To
report things of this character might often produce

trouble and unpleasant feelings, and for these rea-

sons they are not told. This does not make a se-

cret society out of the church in any sense. It is

simply a matter of church business, and also a mat-

ter of official prudence, j H. M.

—* HOME * AND * FAMILY*—

THE FAMILY MEBTINO.

Wa are all here!

Father, mother,

Sister, brother,

All who hnld each other dear.

Each chair is fill'd—we're all, all home;

To-night let no cold stranger come.

It is not often thus around

Our old familiar hearth we're found;

Bless, then, the meeting and the spot;

For once be every care forgot;

Let gentle Peace assert her power,

And kind affection ruls the hour;

We're all—all here.

We're cot all here!

Some are away—the dead ones dear,

Who tbrong'd with us this ancient hearth,

And gave the hour m guiltless mirth.

Fate with a stern, relentless band,

Look'rl in and thinn'd our little band;

Some like a night-flash passed away.

And some sank, lingering, day by day;

The <| net graveyard,—

s

nme lie there,

—

And crael Ocean has his share

—

We're not all here.

We are all here!

,ven they,—the dead,—though dead, so c

lings back their faded form

low life-like through the m st of years,

ach well-ren embered face ppears!

Ve see them as in times long past;

each kind look

Ve hear thei words, their snliles behold

hey're rounc us as they wei e of old—
We are all bere.

Sister, brother,

Ycu that I love with love £0 dear.

This may not long of us be said;

Soon must we join the gather'd dead;

Ai"d by the hearth we now sit round,

Some other circle will be found.

O! theD, that wisdom may we know
Which yields a life of peace below!

So, in the world to follow this,

May each repeat, in words of bliss,

We're all-all here!

—Selected by Lulu Trostle.

The greatest thing in this world is love. When
we are born two beings are in us, the angel and the

demon. Early they struggle for mastery, and nev-

er wholly conquer, though one or the other may be

driven into remote recesses of our being where it

hides unseen. Happy are we if love triumphs. It

makes the child turn its velvet mouth up to its

mother's lips. It makes that mother sit heavy-
lidded at night working that the child may be
happier.

The love of home and its memory is the most
lasting and deepest thing on earth. Let some
sweet voice trill out, "Home, Sweet Home," and
the child who is a merry guest drops its playthings

and wants to go home. No charging line of sol-

diers ever went headlong into the jiws of dea'.h to

the tune of "Sweet Home." In the strange city

the lonely man walks in the midst of the throng:

about him, and when some girl's voice, idle, foolish

and sweet, carols a love song, unseen, and thinking

itself unheard, the man from over the sea? gi

sadder, and longs for the love that he left behind
him.

The darkest paths grow clear when love-lit,

the overcast day becomes a blossom time v

love rules the house and the heart, No bluebird

ever chirruped and sung its flute like notes with a

lighter heart on a June morning than the wife who
speeds her husband in the early of the day's bread-

winning, or meets him with a kiss on his return

from the day's fray,—but only where love is. No
man ever longs for the dreary round of carking
cares to'coroe to an end that he may be at home,
except it is when love waits him. And all this is

well. Yet there is something higher than even all

this, glorious as it is.

And this better thing is when the heart

that it overflows to all around, and be.

k and its shadow in a weary land to those who
would rest in its comfort. Such catures there a*e,,

though they are not common. There are some,

people who walk the ear:h veritable angels of God,

d yet they know it not. Love never knows, it

ver keeps books, never remembers, and always,

forgets. !'. ich. day is the dawn of a new creation in;

which the morning star of love shines as serene as.

igh no night had just passed, and the sun of:

affection rises on all as thovgh no rain had fallen,

into any life over night.

Some day, when we have worn out the house in>

hich we temporarily live, and have taken on our

:w existence, our place in the better land will all be

determined by the love we had on earth for those

around us. Yea, the story of Abou Ben Adhem,
begged the midnight angel to write him down
ne who loved his fellow man, and woke to find-

lame led z\\ the rest, might have been written ;

by a seer of old for the truth that is in it,

Some day eternal love shall triumph. Sin will I

ve disappeared, and in its stead there shall be

ly sweetness and light. Even the cross and its.

jel memory shall have vanished, and in its place

shall be the palms of victory, and there shall be no ,

dcath,- the land when

_ -* CORRESPONDENCE s~* -
•• W*. «tr.l ;l:ra see;, and led il unto ths ch.rcta.

tS-Cbu
I a report of it. so tli.it others may rejoice will

church, county and state. Be brief. Notes

ssible. Land or other advertisements arc no
Trav1dbo-

From the Paradise Prairie Church, OMa, T.

On Thanksgiving Day, the members met for wor-
ship. Our elder, Jacob Appleman, talked to us,,

and gave us good instruction in regard to our duty

in giving for the spreading of the Gospel. In the

spring we adopted the plan of making a special ef-

fort to raise money for the missionary cause, each'

member to give as he saw fit, Some give the prof-

it of one acre, while others subscribe a definite

amount. As the Lord has blessed us abundantly,

with good crops, and health in general, the result is.

quite promising, but, as the members were not all.

present, the money could not all be paid in.

The Sunday school also proposed, in the spring,,

to donate money to the little folks, to as many as

desired to invest. Nine accepted the offer, and.

Si. 55 was invested. To-day being their " pay-day,"

they, with others, appeared bright and cheerfu',

with money in hand, to pay over their mites. As a

ult, $11.51 ed for the Ho Mi!

fund h&ppft of. faces I

little hands can do. if t

but have a chance. It ought to put us older c

to thinking. I am made to think sometimes, f

the Lord's money is kept so securely, that it

scarcely be reached, when called for/ And the

suit is, v/c only hand over what is in easy re;

May the Lord have pity on suchl

Kate W. Metzle:
Ctathsjn, Okla , Nov, 25.

From Anderson, Ind.

Bro. Jacob Heistand closed his three weeks'

meetings here on the evening of Nov. 21, Four

were added by baptism, three by letter, and one re-

claimed. Bro. Heistand has made many friends

here for himself, and many for the church. There

is a desire among the members and outsiders, that

he locate with us.

During the last week of the meeting, an election

was held for a minister and deacons, resulting as

follows: Bro, Frank May, minister, and brethren

Albert Roof, Henry Sink, and William D. Hoover,

deacons. They were all duly installed into their

offices.

At the close of the second week of meetings we
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had our Communion,—the fi

city. Many were present whe
ordinances performed before

3 made by the city press,

st ever held in this

m ver witnessed the

favorable mention

Eiders Fred Fesler.

Moo

David Richards, and Bro. W. Hi. Bcggs we
ent. Last Sunday evening two satire mad
cation for membership, and were .baptized c

day evening. Our evergreen &mday school

still progressing finely, under tile superintendeu

of Bro Frank Hay. J. S. Alldredge
214 Cincinnati Ave., Die. j.

From the Neosho church. Kans.

Oct. 17 Bro. C. S. Garber, of Fort Scott. K-.ns.,

assisted by the ministers of the Neosho church, be-

gan a three weeks' meeting in that church, near

Galesburg, Kans. The services were well attend-

ed, and the Lord crowned their labors with success.

There were ten accessisns to the church, five of

whom were reclaimed. The Sunday school, which
had been discontinued, was reorganized, to meet
every Sunday afternoon. Bro. W. Harshman was
chosen Superintendent. A children's meeting was
held Oct. 24, at 10 A. M., and an address was de-

livered to the young people in the afternoon. Dur-

ing these meetings a cottage prayer meeting was
held each day. On the evening of Oct. 30, the Ne-
osho church held her love feast, which was largely

attended. Bro. Jesse Studebaker,, of Mt. Ida,

Kans., officiated.

The next morning a very interesting social meet-

ing was conducted by Bro. Garber, followed by a

discourse by Bro. J. H. Neher, of McCune, Kans.

Nora Rench.
2511 Forfeit Ave., Parions, Kans., Nov. 2J.

race in Woodberry. O^er three hu
soon gathered on the banks of the
witnessed the baptism, which was
Bro. Larkins. This makes seven ;

church at the Northwest Baltimore
year.

j
160J Edmonson Ave., Die. f.

Dedication of the New Church at I

ndred persons

mill-race, and
performed bv
idded to the

mission this

. S. Gbiser.

Pa,

From the Salem Churchy Ohio.

Last night closed a very interesting series of ser-

mons and Bible talks, at our central house, by Bro,

D. L. Miller. He commenced these meetings Nov.

13, and spoke each night, besides holding a number
of day meetings. On Thanksgiving Day he was

exceedingly busy, as he had a children's meeting at

10 A. M., preaching at 11 A. M., and attended

wedding after 12 o'clock. He gave a Bible talk at

Union, at 3 P. M., and preached at the church at 7

P. M.
Notwithstanding the rainy weather, the attend

ance was excellent. Some nights our large church

building was filled to overflowing. During thesi

meetings some of the non-professors expressed

themselves as being convinced of the Truth of the

Bible, through the preaching and Bible talks of

dear brother. Four were added to the church by

baptism, and one wandering soul was reclaimed. At
our regular council, Nov. 18, an election was held

for Sunday school Superintendent 1
', for the winter.

The lot fell on brethren John H. Rinehart and John
Fidler. We expect to organize the school to-mor-

row. Jesse K, Brumbaugh.

Union, Ohio, Nov. 27.

I commencbd a series of meetings at Lancaster,
on the evening of Nov. 13, As the main auditori-
um was not yet finished, the meetings 'were contin-
ued on the first floor each evening, until Nov. 28,
when the dedication services proper were held in
the morning, conducted by the writer, assisted by
Eld. S. R. Zug, of Mastersonville, Pa., and Eld. T.
F. Imler, the resident minister. The song service
was conducted by Bro. G. B. Holsiuger, of Bridge-
water, Va. The morning services -were preceded
by a baptism, at five o'clock, in the •' Littte Cones-
toga." At 2 P. M., a children's meeting, of an in-

teresting character, wa3 held. From 4 to 7 the
time was devoted to the love feast. These services
were largely attended, and the best of order and in-

terest prevailed. The meetings continued until the
evening of Dec. 2. Twelve made application for
church membership, of whom eight were baptized,
and four more applicants.

The new church is built of brick, fifty by eighty
feet in size, and is finished inside with cypress. It

has a seating capacity of about one thousand. The
first floor contains the Sunday school room, and a

sewing-room for mission work. The cost of the
entire church property is §9,200. The Lancaster
City church has been increasing in number for
some years, so that the old church was too small to
accommodate the people. Now they have a large,

commodious house, The church is in harmony
with the order of the general Brotherhood

, and is

in a flourishing condition. Brethren T. F. Imler
and Myers are the resident ministers, and are very
active, and do all they can for the peace, wel-
fare and prosperity of the church. The outlook is

very favorable for a large and flourishing church in.

the City of Lancaster, Silas Hoover,
Bills, Pa.

is to att end it. We hope that this is the beginning
of a work that will develop, and will be taken op
all over the Brotherhood. Bro. Hutchison is still

preac ajag for useaak evening,

L, C. Hosfeldt.
1 01 Angles., 'Crl, Die, r.

Notes from the Chicago Mission.

—Hso. and Sister Martin, from Washington, D
C„ spent a few hours with us recently. They have
had -rome- experience in mission work at that place,
and are full of zeal for the work.
—We had the pleasure of calling at one

-

of* the
wealthy homes in the city, a short time 'ago. The
contrast octween thin and the homes in which we
usually call, was decidedly marked.
—To persons of wealth there are many open

aoors of opportunity; but they 'have this question
to decide, how to dispensc'Sncir charities in a way
that shall be most helpfullo those who need help.
--"The power to **t't wealth," Deut, 8' 18 is

Grid given as weir mt any other, but it is left for us
to decide Aim we -will develop and use our powers
—The Christmas tide is rolling over our city

Elaborate displays are on every hand, but how for-
"gn these all seem to the simplicity of the One
---iifthday we mean to celebratel It is sur-

whos
prising to see what the fashionable churches will
stoop to, in preparing for their Christmas celebra-
tions! With what displeasure the Father in heav-
en must look down upon these things!
-We are teaching our children to Icok forward

to Christmas as a time of giving, as well as receiv-
ing, for since it is Christ's birthday, he, too, should
be remembered with gifts. We mean to have a
Christmas offering for one of the foreign fieldr
Why not have such an offering all over our Brotl--
erhood? As we plan gifts for our friends, we
sho'ild not forget our '" Best Friend." " Inasmuch
as ye have done it „r.to one of the least of these,
ny brethren, ye Jiave done it unto me," Matt. 251

From the Northwest Baltimore Mission, Baltimore, Md.

Nov. 19 closed the second year's work of the

Brethren's Bible school, at the above mission point.

A very interesting and profitable anniversary serv-

ice was held from 7: 30 to 10 P. M. An interesting

program was rendered, and a number took part in

the exercises. A missionary collection was taken

up, which resulted in raising S4.00 for our volunteer

mission fund. The hall was crowded to its utmost

capacity, and some h2d to stand. Thus closed the

most interesting service held at this place. The
next evening Bro. Bricker commenced a series of

meetings in the hall, and continued for two weeks.

Two dear souls applied for baptism. These two

young ladies are from the first family visited by our

missionaries, in their volunteer mission work.

This afternoon, at 2 o'clock, Bro. Larkins

preached a baptismal sermon in our hall, and then

quite a number of us, together with the applicants,

walked out through the city, and across Druid Hill

Park (a distance of about three miles), to a mill-

Report of Bible School and Missionary Meeting.

According to arrangements, the Brethren held a
Bible school and missionary meeting in their
churchhous:, in Los Angeles, Cal., Nov. 21-28,

lr.97. The meeting opened with a good attend-
ance, quite a number being present from adjoining
churches. Sunday, Nov. 21, the usual services were
held. Bro, A. Hutchison delivered two very inter-

esting and profitable sermons. The Bible school
opened Monday, Nov. 22, with devotional services

at 9 A. M. The first lesson , S. G. Lehmer, teacher,

was given at 9: 15. This 1( sson was given to show
the Christian's duties to self and to his fellow men.
Lesion 2 was given at 10: 30. under the headiag of,<5

" Teachings of Jesus," by M, M. Eshelman. Les-
son 3, " The Church," by E. A. Miller, at 7 P. M.
This was followed by a serrmin by A. Hutchison.

All the subjects were well handled, and showed th?.t

the teachers in charge were well equipped for the
work. Thus each day four services were held.
Saturday, Nov, 27, was Sepoted to Sunday school
work, with E. R. Yundt in cliaige. Mary good
points were brought out, and couch intfrest was
shown on the part of all present. The meeting
was well attended throughout the week, and the in-

terest manifested was good and to be comctended.
Many truths were learned. If you wish to "become
better acquainted with the Scriptures, and become
stronger in the faith, just try a Bible scaool.

Sunday, Nov, 28, we held a love feast, at which
:er one hundred members communed, The house
as well filled, and many came to look on. We
low lasting impressions for good Tvere made. As
1 immediate result of these meetings, thre

ous souls were added to the churc'h by bapt

This is but a br'ef account of th? meeting,

would be too much to go" into del

e 'to sewing school the other
having given her hood to a

r. She went home wearing a

40.

—A little girl ca
day, with bare hea
younger sister to w
good, warm hood.

—At our members' meeting, on Tuesday even.
ing, about two-thirds of the number were quite
young members. Almost every one of them took
part in the meeting, by reading or quoting some
Scripture text, and several took part in prayer.
These young members also have a prayer meeting
of their own, in charge of an older person.

Susie Forney.
660 S, AshltndAvi., Chiwgo, III,
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" INDIANA.

Oak Orove.—Bro. J. C. Murray, of Napp;

Nov. 2o, and stayed two weeks. We have re

that there were those almost perMiad^d to become Chris-

tians We meet each Sunday for Sunday school work. and

for Bible class in the evemag.—Maggie if. Good, North

Webster, Tttd., Dec. 15.

Elkhart.—This is a town of IS

road ctnter, with many shops,

m active operation The Elkha

dorng ihe last year, and has a 1

eight/. Many membrrs are moving in and some, our. w B

have two ministers and three de.icons. One minister, Bro.

Parker is away mnst of the time. One deacon, who is an

invalid" is at present in Lake Charles, La„ lot bis health.

Ministers, traveling through Elkhart, .ire invited to stop off

for services.-?. H. Mifler, Dec. S.

Union Church.-We had ar-anged for a Thanksgiving

meeting at the church, but the incleme.it. weather inter-

fered, hence, upon the following Sunday evening, we look

up a collection for a Thanksgiving offering. This ii. what

ten Sunday school children did in< nine mor-ths' time, for

the Chicago Mission. They bad each been giv.^n one dune,

and returned the prccesds to the donor, amou.itiig to S16.S4.

If ten children, from St, can make $1684 for the mission

cause what might we, as older ones, make for i:he same

cause' should we make an effort? Bro. I. D. Parker is ex-

pectcd to he with us over Sunday, Dec. 12 Our council

will convene on Saturday, Dec. II. Our Pible reading!) are

full of interest. Bro. P. W. Stuckinan will begin our series

of meetings Jan. 1.—Laura Appelman, Plymouth, Ind.

Falrvlew.—The meetings held at this place by Bro Jacob

Witmore, closed Dec. 8. The interest was good until the

close.—Aara* Guitm, Heath, Ind., Dee, 10,

Hartford City —We met in council Dec. 7. Ths adjoin-

ing eiders were with us. All business wis pleasantly dis-

posed of. Another council will he held Dec. 28, to complete

unfinished business.—Rostl'a Holcroft, Dec. 8.

Syracuse.—Saturday, Dec. A, we met in quarterly coun-

cil. Bro. Henry Warstler presided. Brethren W. R. Deeter

and William Neff were with us from the Bethel congrega-

tion. We eho;c our Sunday school efficers at the large church,

een evergreen for ten years. We lave

inday schools in this congregation.—L. A,

Wit. Dec79 .

St. Joseph-—Last evening closed a two weeks' series of

meetings held at the Wenger church, conducted by the home

ministers. These meetings were begun rather as an experi-

ment, but they closed, fully demonstrating that a very pleas-

ant and profitable meeting can be held by a church and her

home ministry. Eld. H. W. Krieghbaum did the principal

part of the preaching —C. M. Wenger, South Bend. Ind , Dec,

Brlnghurat.—Bro. A. G. Crosswhite, who lately moved into

our church, commenced a series of meetings at our upper

house two weeks ago. Services have been held each evenng

since. Two meerngs were held in day-time. We had large

congregations and the best of attention. Two were baptized,

one restored and one applicant is to be baptized—Henry Ldu-

dis, Dee y.

Cottage Orove. -Bro. D. F.Hoover commenced preaching

hce Nov. 20 and delivered twenty-eight sermons, including

one Thanksgiving discourse. A collection was taken, which

amounted t > $7. 23, half to be sent to the India Mission, and

the rest to the Smyrna Orphanage. Five confessed Christ

and united with the church A deep interest was manifested

throughout the a eetiug.—Susie A. Brumlev.

KilbJCk.—Nov. 22 Bro. Jacob Heistand, of Hoaglin, Ohio,

commenced a series of mediums in the Pleasant Run Union

church, which continued until Dec. 5. Ho defended the

cause of our Master with great zeal. The interest of tne

meetings increased until the close. Three made the good

confession and were baptized on Sunday, Di

This school

Yellow River*—We met in quarterly council Dec. II. Ev-

erything passed off pleasantly. Bro. I. D. Pa-ker was with us

dnrii.g the services, and gave us an interesting missionary

talk. We held a Thanksgiving meeting, Nov. 25. A collec-

tion, of $2.71 was taken. Since our last report five have been

received b? letter,—:Alice Yoder, Bourbon, Ind,, Nev, //.

Beaver Dam—Our quarterly council convened to-day.

Not much business came before us. A good spirit was mani-

fested. Elder Isaac Miller, of North Manchester, was with us

and helped to conduct the meeting. We decided to give our

two ministers a little mere work—J. L. Kline, Sevastopol, Ind.,

Dee. //.

Blue River. -On Thanksgiving Day our congregation was

small on account of raiu. Yet we had a good little meeting.

After preaching we collected $2*73 f°r >°c World-wide Mis-

sion^ as a Thanksgiving tffiring. Last Satorday, Dec. 4, oc-

curred nur last quarterly ccuncil fcr 1807. Eld. Daniel Roth-

enbargtr was railed to our assistance. We decided to hold a

series of meetings scmetime this winter, snd at the close to

hold a love feafct, Leonard Hyre is to do the preacbJDg. We
also agreed to Lave Sunday school every Sunday with Bro.

Wallet: Swibait as Superintendent. Eld. Leonard Hyre kind-

ly asked to be relieved of the oversight of this church, which

was grafted.—Levi Zumbrum, Wolf Lake, Ind., Dec. 6.

IOWA.

Maple Valley. — Nov. 20 Bro. Jesse Rolston commenced

a series of meetings, continuing for one week, On Thanks

nth s.—F. S. Sticneke, Au ,Ioit

lers are at the tender

e reclaimed during t

eoft Then
:etings.—Henry E. MillsPaugh

Elkhart Valley.—Two precious souls, a man and wife, were

baptized since our last report. Bro. Mow was with us Dec. 5

aad preached two soul-cheering sermons. We had a children's

meeting this fall. A collection was held for the India Mission.

Thank God that the missionary spirit is' growing!—Clara E,

Stauffer, Dunlaps, ind.

Pleasant Valley.—We ag3in had a series of meetings, com-

mencing Nov. 20 and ending Dec. 5, conducted by Alexander

Miller, of Wakarusa, Ind. We had a good meeting. Shortly

before our meeting commenced, one young man was baptized,

but none came oat during our meetings. Our dear e'der, C.

Schrock, could only attend a few of our meetings on account of

ill health. During cur meetings we held a collection for gen-

eral missionary work, which resulted in raising $[9.50.

—

L. E.

Weaver, Middlebury, Ind.

Pigeon River —At our council, Nov 27. our elder, James

Barton presided. It was decided to have a series of meetings,

commencing J3n. I. 1808. Bro. Isaac Rairgh, of Campbell,

Mich., is to conduct the meet'ngs.

—

Artie Fast, flint, Ind , Dec,

Dec. 0.

Peasant Mill.—This church met in regular council Nov.

18, at 1 P. M. A collection of S3 was taken to send the

MiiSSBNRER to the porr. Bro. E. G. Rodabaugh preached

for us on Thanksgiving Day.—Harley B. Johnston, Birming-

ham, Iowa, Der.3,

Franklin County. — Bro. Joseph Holder, cf Cando, N.

Dak., delivered nineteen able sermons for us, commencing

Nov 2t, and ending Dec. 7. Many favorable impressions

were made on those yet out of Christ, who, we believe, are

near the kingdom. Bro. Holder goes to Appmoorc County

next, where be should be addressed at Udell, Iowa, until

further notice.— Win. H. Allen, Dumont, Iowa, Dec. 10.

Dallas Center.— 3ro. Shamberger, of Des Moines, com-

menced meetings on Thanksgiving Day and continued un-

til the eveoung of Dec. 2. His preaching was mainly to the

members of the church, and we feel he has done much good.

Our council was held Dec. I. On account of repairing

onr house, our feast was not held until Dec. 3 and 4. On
the evening of Dec. 2 it commenced snowing, and conlin-

tinued unfavorable until the time of the feast, consequently

only two sistcis came from adjoining churches. Brethren

Thomas and Seibert, from North Dakota, were with us. It

was the smallest feast held here for a long time, yet all

present seemed to enjoy the meeting. On the second t?ay

the house was well filled. Bro. Shamberger was called

home, by telegram, on the mornrng of the feast, by the sick-

ness cf his child. Bro. S. Giiugbxour is to commence meet-

ings at this plac: Dec. 25.

—

Geo. B. Royer, Dec. S.

Spring Creefc'.—At our meeting on Thanksgiving Day we

took up a collection for the World-wide Missions and raised

£10.57. Bro. Jacob Delp began a series of meetings here

Nov. 26, and closed Dec. to- We had no accessiens, but

lb; church va> much built up

—

Bessie Gillam, Fredericks-

bnrg, Iowa, Dec, fj-

South English.—Our series of meetings closed last night.

Bro. D. Bowman, of Missouri, did the preaching. He
preached twenty eight sermt ns. There were no access

yet we feel that the members were built up. Bro. Powi

is to bsgin work in Noith English to-night.—S. F. Brower,

Dec. *s-

Garrison,—We are expecting Bro. Hipes to conduct a few

weeks' meetings to comraence Dec. 16. Bro. Garner, of Grun-

dy Center, preached last week for us but will close this even-

ing. Bro J. Henry Shou'alter, of Ohio, who taught a singi"g

class at this church for two weeks, closed Dec. 4. He is teach

ing a large «.lass now at Grundy Center. We all eDJayed his

teaching and good singing very much. We held a meeting on

Thanksgiving Day. About $15 was raised,— to be used in

three different places,—Lizzie R, Pugh, Dec. 12.

Bluff Creek.—This is an isolated point. We belong to the

Monroe County churob. Bro. Abram Wolfe, of Jefferson Coun-

ty, came to s»e us D;c. 1 and stayed till Dec. 13, preaching, in

all, 14 sermons. We had good attendance considering the in-

clemency of the weather. We held the meetings in the Os-

born union bous?. There were no immediate accessions, but

good impressions were made. One man, cf the M. E. church

members, said he thought more of our people than he ever did

before.—M. E. Adkison, Dec. 14.

PENNSYLVANIA.

Woodbury. — Bro. W. C. Hanawalt preached for us on

Thanksgiving Day. An offering of £3.12 was received for

the Home Mission. Bro. H. B. Brumbaugh, of Huntingdon,

came Dec. 4 and gave us three " Bible Land Talks " We
expect Bro. I. A. Sell to begin a series of meetings Dec. II.

—J. C. Stayer, Bedford Co., fa , Dec. 8.

Tyrone —One more sister was added to the church by

baptism last week.— IV, S. Long, Dec, 7.

Fountalndale.— Bro. T. J. Kolb, one of our home ministers,

began a series of meetings here Nov. 14 and continued un-

til the 26th, preaching in all, thirteen soul-cheering sermons

to large congregations. Five were added to the fold, and

others are near the kingdom.— Cora A. Tresler, Dec. 3.

Jacobs Creek.—Since our last report, in October, two more

have been received by baptism.—/. K. Etcher, Dec. 3.

Milford Station. — Once mere our litils flock, at the

"Union" church, was made to rejoice Nov. 4, when oae

more soul was added to the church by baptism, in the person

of Mrs. Anna B. Hyatt, of Milford Station, Pa., who came

my place en the above named date and was bap iied in

jxe's Creek.-N. B. Christian, Dec. 13.

Masters onvllle. ~- From Nov. 27 to De;. 11 Amos Hot-

nstein, cf East Petersburg, preached fifteen soal-chseiirTg

rmcus, at tte Fairvitw hous;. Four yonng s'sters joined

with the children of God, while many of their associst-s

e counting the cost. This makes seventeen added io our

church this fa'l.—P. C. Geib, Chides Church, Pa., Dec. 13.

rianover.—This is a town of about six thousand inhabitants

and only twelve of this number are members of the Brethren

church,—three brethren and nine sisters. Four of the S'sters

are widows. The one told me she had not been to meeiing

for eight years. The District Mission Hoard has promised to

send a minister here to preach every two weeks. We have

rented a large hall on first fl 30 r of Center Sq'iare, where we

will hold our meetings and also our Bihle class every w«k.
Whichever way our face is turned, there arc multiplied oppor-

tunities for doing good.

—

Ella Rojfenspergcr, Dec. 73.

Lavansville—Eld. Daniel B, Arnold, of Burlington, W.
Va., commenced a series of meetings at the Kimmel church,

Nov 27, and closed on Sunday evening-, Dec. 5. He preached

eleven sermons. The attendance and interest were good. Wc
had one addition by baptism and others were almost persuad-

ed.— G. M. Dickey, Dec. 6.

Marsh Creek.—Last evening we closed a very interesting

and edifyirg series of meeting', conducted hy Bro. S H. Harp,

of Ellerton, Md. Our brother left many deep impressions.

One soul was made willing to forsake sin—J, D. IV. Dear-

dor(f, Gettysburg, Pa., Dec. 13.

Union Deposit.—Th"se who care to refer to it, will please

read pledged for pleaded in No, 50, page 787. first column,

twentieth line from close of article.

—

C. H Balsbaugh, Dec. 14,

OHIO.

North Poplar Ridge.—Bro. Perry McKimmey began a

series of meetings here Nov. 16, and closed Dec. I, One
was baptized and one reclaimed, Bro. McKimmey expects

to begin a scries of meetings in the Scuth Poplar Ridg<:

church, Dec. 12. Sister Cora A. Miller, of Chsrm, Oht',

teacher of Vocal Music and Voice Culture, closed an inter-

esting class of singing in this church some time ago.

—

Sarah

M. Ilornish, Domcrville, Ohio, Dec. 7.

Mohican This church met in council Nov. 18, Elders.

Noah Louganecker, Samuel Sprankel, Tobias Hoover and

Bro. T, S. Moherman were here from adjoining churches.

Important business came before the church, aud was dis-

posed of according to Gospel leaching. Yesterday, D;c. 5,

two, a father and mother, united with the church by baptism.

Next Saturday evening. Dec. It, Bro. Sam-iel Sprankle will

begin a series of meetiegs at this place.—7. W. Budd, Dec.

Dupont, — Bro. Jactb Dri of Lima, Ohio, preached

t this place, closing Dec.

8. He also visited among the members and friends. Five

were restored and four baptized. Many are standing just at

the door of the church.—D. R. Prowant, Dec S.

Dayton—Our series of meetings closed last evening, Dec.

6. Five were received by baptism, and we have one ap-

plicant, The membtrs were much encouraged. Our Com-

munion was held Dec. 4. It was well attended and was

the most enjoyable feast ever held in Dayton. Bro. Stuck-

man presents the Gospel truths fearlessly. —Elmer Wc-mfs'.J,

Dec. 7.

Wyandot —Bro. C. L. Wilkins commenced meetings here

Nov. 6, and contained till the evening of Nov. 21. Inclement

weather, unt'l near the close, reduced the attendance. We
held onr missionary meeting on Thanksgiving Day. We
raised $3.20 for World Wide Missions. We held cur coun-

cil Dec. 4, We have an evergreen Sunday school. Though

we have only from fifteen to twenty-five in attendance, we

have an interesting school.—Alverty Buxton, Seal, Ohio, Dec.

8.

Bear Creek—Eld. L, W. Teeter just closed a very inter-

esting series of meetings. He csme here Nov. 20, and was

with us until this evening. Six precious souls give heed

to the Word preached and were baptized. Bro. Teeter

leaves this evening to go to other fields of labor. Our quar-

terly council was held Dec. 1, One was restored to fellow-

ship.—Josiah E/iy, Dayton, Ohio, Dec. 9

Danville.— Oar Thanksgiving meeting was a success. The

collection amounted to £12.75. Since that time more has been

added, and our treasurer will send to the General Missionary

Board about £24 for mission purposes— C, % Workman, Buck-

eye City, Ohio, Dec. 13.

Oak Grove.-—We met in council yesterday. Our elder, L.

H. Dickey, was absent on account of ill health. We expect

to hold a seri s of meetings, the latter p°rt of January, or

the first of February, to be coadcc.ed by Bro. R. Shroyer,

of Ohio.—Bertha Schubert, Alvada, Ohio, Dec, 12.
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County Lin -We

Ludlow

s the Valley

cil Dec. 4. Aecodinteres
>. B F. Honeyman is to hold a series of meet
future.—/. L. Guthrie, He-ring, Ohio.

special council was heM Dec. n, in whicl
:q Dariet Miller and Samuel Z. Smith were electa
ministry, and Hamilton Bright, Lawrence Krirfcr an<

Eikeitcrry elected as deacors. It was decided li

\xo. D. L. Miirer give us a course o£ Bible Ic-.tuu

inter. Bio. Quieter Calvert is expected to begin 1

f meetings at the Geargetown house, Dec. 16. — Lev
h. Painter Creek, Ohio.

'i!le— I began meetings in what is known

I of Nov. 30. The c

lent interest was manifested,
lain but one week, as home duties demanded n

presence. At present Bro A.I Heistand is assisting us in

series of meetings in our heme church. The interest is cor
mendable.—Reuben Shroyer, Otterbein, Ohio, Dec, /.?.

ILLINOIS.

Chicago.— Nov. 14 our elder, S. E. Yundt, of Mt. Morri
began meetings at the church, 183 Hastings Street, and co
tinued two weeks. Thanksgiving Day the house was near
fll'il, and wc lud a pleasant service. During the meetings
two girls aad two boys, between the ages of eight and nine-
teen, were received into the church by baptism. Out
cil, Saturday, Dec. 4, passed off pleasantly. Our nex
ronnton meeting will he held Jan. 2, 1898, at 6 P. M. Any
who may arrange to be with us will be very welcome.— G.
II. VanDyke, 6jq S Ashland Ave., Dec.?.

Liberty. — The church met in quarterly council Dec. 4.

Bro. G. W. Cripe presided, Owing to unfavorable weather,
very few members were present. We decided to hold a
scries of meetings, commencing the evening of Dec. it, and
to continue two or three weeks We held Communion on
'Christmas eve. Bro. G. W. Cripe has engaged Bro. D. B.
'G bson to preach for us, as Bro. Cripe w 11 not be with us
nrat'l the Communion.-^lewis Phillips,

Cerrogordo.-Our series of meetings, conducted by Bro,
John Wright, of North Manchester, closed last night with
twenty two additions. Quite a number are Sunday school
scholars —R. B. Burger, Dee, g.

Olrard—Brethren Chas. Gi

a short Bible school in the PJ<

Dec. 25. G. W. Gibson, Dee ij,

Naperville.—We have just passed through a refreshing sea-

son of meetings, cenducted by Bro. Daniel Dieidorff, o!

Franklin Grove. He commenced Dec. Sand closed Dsc. 12.

The meetings-were well attended, and much interest was
taken by the oulsiders. The song service added much to the

interest of the meetings. We regretted much that Bro. Dier
doiff could not stay longer, for his labor was very much appre-
dated—Ila'vey M. Barkdoll, Warrcnville, III.

Ofcaw —The members of this church met in quarterly coun-

cil Dec. 2. Four letters o£ membership were granted. The
committee, appointed to form a plan to raise money for

World-wide Missions submitted the following: That two mis-

sionary sermons be preached each year, 2nd a collection taken

for the miss'on at each meeting. Siiter Mary Mohler was
chosen secretary and treasurer for this work, Bio. J. Wine de-

siring to be relieved as church cWk, J. G. Wo'fe was chosen
to fill the vacancy. D;c. 7 the chutch met in special council

stoelecta minister. The lot fell on Bro. Wm Buckingham.
He was duly installed. Elders D B. Gibson, M. J. McClure
and J. H. Wright assisted in the work.—E. F. Wolfe, Laplace
III., Dec. 7.

West Otter Creek.— Bro. D. S. Filbrum, of Ohio, com-
menced meetings here Nov. 1. On Friday following a Com-
munion was held. Bro. Filbrum efneiatingin a commenda' Ie

manner. Ihe meetings continued over two Sundays loDger,

aud the attendance was remarkable, considering the weatber.

While ibere were none baptized, we fee! that the labcrs were
of incalculable value to the church.—John IV. Lear, Girard
Jll., Dec J,

VIRGINIA.

LlnvlUe Creek. — Bro Daniel Flory came to the Plains

church in this congregation Nov, 20, and preached twelve

mgrega-

Darren Rldge.-Bro. S A. Sanger, cf Mill Creek, closed
a se i s oi meetings at this place Dec. G. Tbers was only
one accession. Congrrga-i. 11s were not la'ge, but good in-

terest prevai'cd dmiog the cnti e meeting.—.V. Walter K'aujf.

Weyers Cave.-Eld. I. J. Rrsenberger, of Ohio, was to
begin a series oi meetings at the Pleasant Valley church-
house Nov. 18. but, owing to the grod Interest of his meet-
ings at Millcteek, he gnt Eld. S. A. Sanger to preach four
sermons. He then began his work, and preached twenty,
seven soul-slirring sermons, which resulted in the conver-
sion of seven persons. We closed with a crowded house
and good interest.— 5. A, Driver, Dec, jo.

KANSAS.
BellevWe.-We had a very pleasant council-mcctiog jes-

terday, Dec. 4, it being the laM quarterly council of this
year. Our Sunday school efficers were elected for 1898:
Bra. Howard Smith, Superintendent. Nothing preventing,
our series of meetings for this winter will be held sometime
in February, conducted by Bro. C. B. Smith, of Nebraska -
Louisa J. tlil/iams.Dec.j,

Slate Creek—OurW feast was held Dec n, at Conway
Spri'gs. Seventy-six membeis surrounded thetabl-s El J
W. B. Sell officiated. Bro. Peny, o- f-'awer, Kans., w s
also present. The church h^ld a ctoi c for a m'n s'er. " The
lot fell upen Bro. Jacob Funk. He was ins-ailed D;e. 12
We are now in the midst of a series of meetings, with Bro]
Sell doing ihe preaching, We expect to coal in ue our Sun-
day scho. I ihiough the winter menus-//. H. Famacht, Ccn-
Tcwy Springs, /Cans., Dec. /j.

Dorrdnc2, -Bro. Jacob Bowser, from Kingman County, came
to u; Nov. 30, stayed about two weeks, and preached thirteen

The then

:il Dec.

Strole.

Donegal. — A very interest!

conducted here by Bro. Wm, H.
which closed Nov. 2t. We aisi

ing Nov. 25. We raised ovei

Our council, of Dec. 4, pass:d t

of tings was
nan, of Madison, Kans.,

a Thanksgiving meet-

for the mis. ion cause

f nicely.— C. A Shank,

MISSOURI.

F. Culp, of Leetoo.he

night. H
xpounde:

Dry Fork.

iDgs for us which closed last night. He preached lift

sermons. Bro. Culp is an able expounder of the Word
t

while there were no accessions, all were greatly benefited.
Bro. T. A Robinson, who has been sick with ty>hjid fever, is

gaining strength slowly Bro. Amos Harvey,—who was struck
on the back of the head with a well windlass and knocked
senseless,— is gettirjg better. — Rufus Robinscn, Jasper, Mo

,

Dec /j.

Eight Mile.—We dedicated church yesterday.

$7S°. B o. Jobn Leeton, of John

on May Gcd bless

-John D, Duggins,

Tfce house is 28x36. -1

son County, preached

all those who helped to bui d
Ifatriwnvi'!'\ Mo., Dec. 13,

Oraogeville— Brethren C. Holderman and Henry Sunder-
land came to us Oct. 30 and preached eleven sermons, clos-

ing on the night of Nov, 8. We held our love feast Nov. 6
Bro. Sunderland officiated. Bro. R. B, Shower was w.th us
and preached for us the night of Nov. 4. We had a good
meeting. Our quarterly council was held Dec, 4. Every-
hiog passed c.ff plea anlly —E. J. Rt.

NEBRASKA.

a, Die 6

Falrview.--EH H W. Strickler, o Loraine 111., came to

us Nov. 6, 11 ihe hit resis of ihe church, and icmained over
he 20th W were | lad 10 see him he re again. He gave u;

ucouragemeat. We are isolated here
>nd are aots rved 10 such a neat very oftea.- C. /. Travis.
Chas .Dec.

While the

s bread cast upon the 1

Wine, Timberville. Va., Dec

TlmbervHle.— Our love feast, held at Cedar Grove, was
well attended. Eld. Samuel Driver and Bro. H. C. Ear'y
•were with us, each of whom gave us useful and instructive

talks. Bro, Early preached an able sermon on Sunday fol-

lowing, and another on Sunday night. On Saturday, Nov.

13, our yearly council was held at Flat Rock, Eld. Daniel

Hays presided over the meeting, and has kindly consented

to give us any advice, from time to time, when called upoD,

since the death of our elder, S. H, Myers, — Cora A. Driver,

Nov. 30.

Oreenmount— I commenced a two weeks' series of meet-

ings at the Mt. Carniel church, Hardy County, W. Va., Oct 21,

and preached fourteen sermons at that point and two in Grant

County. I baptized two young sisters. The meetings at the

first point were well attended. Four were baptized and one
reclaimed. Bro. Geo. W. Wine began a series of meetings at

the Fair bom
preached eighteen sermons. While the.

yet we feel that the meeting

her, Dec, 13,

Martin.—Eld. H. W. Strickler, of Loraine, III.,

and commenced a series of meetings at the Pioi

house on the evenirg of Dec. 4. At the fourth m
applied for membership, and this morning they

tized. The meetings will continue until over Sunday. We
found Bro. Strickler by having one uf the Brethi

handed us in a store, where he had left some of 1

passing through. Had it not been for these tracts,

now made happy, would have yet been grove'

dark.

—

Emma M. F/o>y, Chase Co., Nebr., Dec. 0.

Silver Lake.—We met in quarterly

Dec. 4. The business was disposed of

The Brethren decided to hold a series

—M. A. Grabill, Roscland, Nebr., Dec. 1

IDAHO.

Nez Perce Church.—Nov. 27, we effected aa organization,

which will be known as the Nez Perce church. We organized

with a fu 1 corps of workers. Bro. Stephen Johnson is our elder

in charge, This is ihe first organization of tbe Brethrenin tbis

new field, but, judging fmm the present outlook, a good work
may be accomplished. This is a goodly land, free from storms,

and extreme^ of heat and cold, The warm coa*t breeze makes
the climate healthy and delightful. We cordially invite oar

good one.

—

Jacob A, Gar- I brethren and sisters to locate here and help build up the cause

/ of the Master.—John M. Cox, Dec 3.

r school-

led last Saturday,

elings this sei

MARYLAND.
Westminster—Our series of meetings in Westminst

conducted by Bro I. N. H. Beahm, of Brentsviile Va c!cj
yesterday evening with intense interest and more 'than
full house. Bro Beahm, in his usual way of presenting t

Truth, plain and unvarnished, moved many hearts tcwa
the h,gher life. T-o have been baptiz.-d, and two more ha
applied for membership.— W. E Ro p, Dec, 13
Long Meadow —We closed our series of meetings D

S Bro Wine, of Winchester, Va , labored for u
The church was strengthened and some outride
considering the matter of entering th: church.—John Row.
land, Reiti, Md , Dee. 13.

Brontlfording -Bro. S. M. Stouffer commenced a series
" ings here Nov. 20, and closed Dec. 12. Eight dear

ized. Nearly
tnessed tbe baptism. Tht'

Sept. 1, Many more are

congregatie

souls gave their hcai

one thousand pers^i

twenty.nne additions

persuaded. We had good and attenti

closed with a full home —S, M Folia, />.,.

ARKANSAS.
Turnmore.—Our love feas', Dec 4, was a pleasant one. We

had excellent preaching, h was the fmt love feast' ever
held heie. Bro. Henry Brubaker officiated. An election
for a minister resulted in the choice cf Bro, D. G. Berkman
to the m-nlsiry, and Bro. T. O. McCarty to the effice of
deacon. B nh were duly installed. Seventeen, in all com-
muned.-.?. W. Gephart, Arkadelphia, Ark., Dee,6,

Curtls.-I have just made a trip to Clark County. At
Curtis Bro. J, W. Gephart is minister. During the past year
he has b.ptized ten. With these, himself and wife and
five otl.ers livng at Texatkana, seventeen in all, we held
a feast near Curtis, Dec. 4 The next day we organized
ihci.rj members, elc- ting Bro. D. G. Berkman <o the ministry,
and Bio. McCarty, deacon We had a gloriouj meeting.—
Henry Brubaker, Knoxvitte, Ark., Dec. S,

NEW YORK.
Clarence. -Brclhrm H. F. Light, Mointville, Pa, and W.

M. Howe, of New Jersey, came here Oct. 23, and preached
eleven sermons. They are men that are not ashamed to
preach the Gospel. The meetings were held in our schojl-
bouse We had good attendance, and good impressions
were made. The people were well pleased with the preach-
i<g, and all that I heard of express themse ves favorably.

i, for they did much good, Some
aid uld I.

It

j church in this Sis //. Mye

CALIFORNIA.
Inglewood.-Eld. Wm. J. Thomas and «ife will leave
:re Dec. 28 for Kansas City and Chicago. From Cticago

westward through I linoiB, Iowa, and perhaps
,:,!, The
tine of the Noithw
Rapids, Marshal tc

firing to avail themselves

ice, will please addr.-ss 1

after Dec. 20. at Staff.

1

was granted them beiwei

Ciiy, but no stop-over v

and Chicago

R. 1<

,

vel the

eofi :arting.—P, A. Moore, Dec. t

WASHINGTON.

J. U. G. Stiverson, of OysteLyle—Bro,
J. U. G. Stiverson, of Oystervil'e, Wash,

menced meetings here Nov. 21, and continued till Dec. 3.

He preached sixteen able sermons. Good impressions were
made. We met in council Dec, 3 and decided to build a
churchhouse during the coming year.-?. // Simmons, Dec. 6.

MICHIGAN.
Chippewa —We had our Thanksgiving meeting Nov. 23

: 30 A. M. We ;

irk. A 1I1

:,d by (

of age.-

ime ago 1

of $1 for Dis

We have just closrd our series

ducted by Bro. John M Smith. He came
sv. 17 and continued until Dec. 6. Last Tounday
ung lambs were baptized, the oldest, fi'teen years

W. F. Jehnttn, Rodney, Mich., Dec. 8.

WEST VIRGINIA.

Bunkerhlll —Bro. D. M. Zuck returned to Leetown Nov.
28, and labored faithfully until Dec. 5, pnaching every night

with g-jod results, Three precious souls came out and were
baptized on Sunday morning. All of them are men, and
many more are near the kingdom. There is some talk of

building a church at Leetown.—Jacob Entler, Dec. 8.

SWEDEN.
Malmo.—Duiing the months of July, August and September

I tried to do as did the prophet, "cry 10 the people in the

street and the garden," I urged them to seek the Lord
and by bim to be saved. The time of our meetings has been
at 7 o'clock, after the factory workers have do ed their day's

labor. Man/ people visited our mcefrgs, looking through the

iy we jit . thei

1 additic

also prayed with some. May our Father in heaven confirm

them in their faith, and drive them to seek the whole Truth.

Brethren and sifters, pray for usl I have held many meet ngs

in the open air U very attentive congregations.—H. Olsson,



'JTIHE! QOB^BL ZMUSSSESTCTtTE,.

From Waterloo, Iowa.

rk moves along encouragingly.

ind a children's

The little lolks

:s lor the India

Thanksgiving, at 3 P. M-, »

meeting of marked intcres

were asked to give their pc

Orphanaj
j.So.

This collection

: had a Thanksl '»«
At 7:30 P-M.

monby Bro. Will H. Lichly. At this =•-
the collection, S5-l°, was given for the cause

Waterloo. .

Our Sunday school seems growing both

inlcrest and attendance. Since Nov. I, the i:

Our Sunday school

nty.

all are prepared, much can be gathered in that

ng thei re thirty-

r Sunday

school numbered seventy-two.

Sister Alice Holden, who lias been of much

help to us in the work, thus far, left us this

morning to enter upon the Master's work in

Ues Moines. We are sorry to part with her,

but the Brethren there need her, hence we feel

that our loss is their gain.

The young members here are unusually ac-

tive, so we have no shirking in the public

Bro. Pcifer left us yesterday for a short trir

to the Sunny South. He will be absent ovei

one Sunday, his place being filled by some o

the South Waterloo brethren.

The aid society in the country respond:

readily, when clothing or money is needed fo:

our city poor. They are actively engaged anc

united for good-so we felt while in attend

ancc at one of their meetings recently.

Who would not work where everybody

trying to help? The Lord prosper Hit

everywhere! Lydia E. Tay

1101 South St., Nov. jo.

-OUR * BOOK x TABLE^-

and Refuted, ' by

D. H Bays; pages 450, Christ

L-us, Publishers, price, £1.5

dered from the M
Eld. Bajshasbl fied wllh the Mo

ng them about thirty, and seems to ha

r understanding of their history, doci

aims. We have read the work fron

FALLEN i ASLEEP • •

GARBER.—In the New Hope cturch,

Washington County, Tenn„ Nov. 21, 1897. of

diphtheria, Annie Garber, youngest child of

Bro. S. H. and Sister Mary Garber, aged 7

sand 3 days, Sometime before she

jken sick, she Nth her gr; other

he graveyani neai

pot for her grave,

:cted a rose bush I

d selected the

icn, at home, she sel-

placed on her grave

er sicknf ss lasted about twelve days. Servi-

s at the grave, by Eld. C H. Dietal.

J. W, L->VfiGROVE.

LEEDY,—At Toms Brook, Va , Nov. 29,

:97,rf apoplexy, Sister Elizabeth A. Leedy,

aged 6; ytars, 2 months and 15 days. She wat

k ny one week. She le ves a husband,

w ns and two daughters Sister Leedy

member of the Breihr n church for a

numb r of ye rs. He r rema ns were laid to

1 in the Valley Pike cemetery. Services by

br

frc

threnS. A
Tim. 4: 7,8.

and j W. Wakeman,
N. W. Copp.

SOLLENBERGER.-In the Lower Cumbe:

hnd church, Cumberland Co., Pa, Nov. I

1897, Bro. Abraham Sol.enberger, aged ',

jeirsandiS days. Bro. Sollenberger serve

the church in the deacon's office fcr ten year

and was at his post and faithful until sickn;:

came, three years ago, in the form of paralys:

and dr-psy of the lower limbs, He sufftred

much. He was anoiUed bv Eld. Isaac Barto

several months before his deparlm-e. He

leaves a wife (a sister in the church), and a

daughter. Funeral held in the Mohler meet-

irghouse, conducted by the writer, assisted by

Eld Henry Bcelman, from 2 Tim 4: 6-3. The

body was interred in the burying

hat pa DA* . Lanois.

HOOFSTITLER.—At his home

/ille, Pa., in tbe Mouutville dtst

1897, friend John H. Hol fstiller, aged about 77

yeais. He was a well known and highly-

jpetted man in the community whe:

idtd. Atonetinw

burch in Salunga,

nd Henry So ion.

rober cf the

Breih!

try Light

the

plete Hud tbe most candid expo-iii

uvsm we ever examined. The ;

les his subject fairly, giving to t

what setms to be due them, a

jses th'ir errors and false clai.

ercy. On*- who reads this boik, a

he points, will be in a position

: Mr
We Mho:

; is demand for infor-

mation on the subject The author, however,

laying on of bands, on the newly-bapt;z;d, for

this practice is roost assuredly taught in the

Scriptures. « hi^e tbe Mormons may be mis-

taken in their purpose of laying on hands, still

the laying on of bands is clear y taught by the

ap sties, in the New T-stament. Aside from

this, the dnclrins taught in the well-written

volurn-, will be fount mainly (

gives the bsst review of polygamy pr b bly

p bl^hed, arid sho*s most rlearly that Joseph

Smith was the rral author of this degrading

doctrine Th-s is one of, if not the very

stnng^st, points in the book. The advocates

in this country, and it is well enough

VVEIMER.—Near Bea!

a., Sept. 13,. 1897, Willi*

m of Bm. Dennis and Sis

ngestDavid,

:r Catharine Wei-

er, aged 4 years, 4 months and 12 days. Fu-

:val service by Eld. S. F.Sanger.

F. N. WEIMER.

CONNELL.—In the Spring Creek church,

osciusko Co., Ind., Harvey Wilson Connell*

11 of Bro. Isaac and Sister Mary Connel!,

fed 23 years, I month and 24 days. He left

>me for North Dakota, Aug. 8, 1897, took sick

ith typhoid fever, and died Nov, 21, Tbe re-

nins were brought home and interred in the

Dodgertown cemetery, Nov. 27. Funeral serv-

by Eld. J. S. Snell, assisted by Bro. Lewis

Workman. Daniel Snell.

FOWLER.—In the Cedar County church,

Cedar Co, Mo, July 9, 1897, Jemima, wife of

aged 63 years, 5 months and 7

days. She was born in Green County, Ohio,

March 2, 1S36; was married to John Fowler,

Oct. 20, 1853. She was a member of this

church twenty-five years. She was the mother

of seven children,—six sons and one daughter.

Three sons preceded her to the spirit world.

Services Oct. 3, by the writer, from 1 Cor. 15

MOORE.—At her home, in South Bend,

id., Aug. I, 1897, Rena Moore, aged 16 years.

,ena was tbe only child of Sister Moore and

husband. Funeral was held at the church

of Plymouth, Aug. 3, conducted by Bro,

G. D. Zollers.

CRAWFORD.—At his home, west of Ply-

outh, Ind., Nov. 7, 1897, Bro. Elijah Craw-

ford, aged 77 years, 3 m<

had been a consisten

church for ten years. Fur

Eld. Jacob Hilderbrand.

LONG.-
Ind„ Nov.

55-57. Ho

HOOFSTITLER.—At the s

1897, Sister Mary An 1 HoolstilUr, widow

the above named, aged about 78 years. 5

r Hoorstuler was the oldest daughter of '

late Jacob Hostetter, and was born in Sa'un

M»y6, 1S20. Feb. 2, 1845. she was married

John H. Hoofst'tler, who preceded ber to

spirit world just twenty weeks. Five child:

bad been a member of the Brethren church

for almost fifty years, and lived a devoted

Christian life. The last thirty weeks of her

life were spent in her bed. During these

years she bad been anointed twice Services

at the Bre'hren church in Salunga, bv breth-

ren Amos Hottensiein and Henry Sjnon.

Mary A. Hopton.

SAYLER — In the Monocacy church, Md„
Nov. 28, 1S97, Bro. George C. Sayler, aged 61

years and 1 month. Funeral services by the

writer. T. J. KoLB.

WOLF.—Near Ringgold, Md., Nov. 27, 1897,

Mr. Benjamin Wolf, aged 39 years and 8

months. In the act of getting on a loaded

wagon of wood, his foot slipped, and he fell to

the ground, the wagon passing over his body.

He lived five days. Funeral services conduct-

ed from James 4: 14, by Eld. Jacob Snider,

j

of the Brethren church, and Eld. J. N. Boyer,

of the O.d Order.

McM ASTER.—At his home, in Libertytown,

Frederick Co., Md., Aug. 17, 1897, Samuel Mc-

Master, aged 75 years, 10 months and 10 days.

He was a member of the Brethren church for

forty-nine years. He leaves a wife and seven

children. Mary McMaster.

STAYER.— Near Roarins Spring, Blair

Co., Pa., Nov. 29, 1897, of typhoid pneumonia,

Delia R. Stayer, daughter of Bro. John R. and

Sister Esther Stayer, aged 3 years, 4 months

REPLOGLE.—At the same place, in the

same house, and on the same day, and of the

same disease, Joseph Rinehart Replogle, son

of Joseph Replogle and wife, and brother-in-

law of the above Bro. Stayer, aged 2 years, 3

months and 28 days. The above children both

took sick at the same time, and died on the

same day. Both funerals were held at the

same time. Burial at the Replogle graveyard,

near Woodbury, Bedford Co., Pa., Dec. 1.

Services" conducted by elders Brice Sell,

Thomas Mattocks, and others, from 2 Sam. 12:

23, D. S. Replogle.

THOMAS.—In the Jacob's Creek congrega-

tion, Westmoreland Co., Pa., Nov. 27, 1897,

Sister Catharine Thomas, aged 89 years, 7

months and 22 days. Sister Thomas was a

member of the Brethren church for twenty-

nine years. Funeral services by the writer,

from John 17: 3. J. K. ElCBEX.

IVES.—At Centralia, Wash., Nov. 25, 1897, of

ncer, Sister Polly Ives, aged 66 years,

onths and 13 days. To this union were giv

five children ,
^;x having preceded her to 1

Jister Ives was afflicted with c;

formed c I clai

- MATRIMONIAL -

, Hez'ikiah Shank, of Five

Forks, and Sisier Annie Holli per, of Shady

Grove, all of Franklin Coumy, Fa.

Wm. C. Koo*iz.

MYERS—FRICK.—At t
v e residence of the rest in the graveyard

bribes pan-nts, Nov. iS, 1897, b* the under- leaves an aged compai

signed, Mr. Jay Myers, of Feree, Pa., and Miss coudu r ted by Bro. Geo

Florence Frick, of Ruff's Dale, Pa. 1 Bro. Jonas Fike. Text

H. S, Myers,
\

WEDDLE.—In the same congregatic

the home cf her son, Nov. 28, 1897, after ;

gtring illness, Sister Elizabeth Weddle, aged

71 years, 8 months and 20 days. Her husband

was shot during the late Rebellion. She

left to raise the family, of children. Funeral

discourse from John U: It, by Eld. C. R.

Oellig. G. M. Newcomer.

CLARK.—In the Beaver Run congregation

Mineral Co., W. Va., Dec. 4, 1897, of pneumo
nia, Sister Polly Ann Clark, aged 70 years

Aunt Polly (as she was familiarly known), was

n consistent member of the Brethren church

spin

rfort She*
the Dunker church, in which she wa

tewas the first Dunker minister's w:

Centralia. She was loved and cstc

all, and made many friends during

febu

; and 25 days.

conducted by

r. 21, 1897. Sister Eliza Long, aged 47

nonth and 17 days. She had been ;i

ufferer from dropsy for nine months,

services conducted by Bro. J. F. Ap-

at the church west of Plymouth, Ind,

Laura Appelman.

CALVERT.—In the Cedar County church,

:ar Jerico, Mo., Archie Cletus Calvert, young-

t child of Bro. Noah and Sister Maggie Cal-

:rt, aged 7 years and n months. Little Ar-

lie was sick but three weeks. The remains

ere laid fo rest in the cemetery, near Nevada,

o. Laura E. Calvert.

SPITZER.—In the Linville Creek congrega-

jn, Rockingham Co., Va., Dec. 2, 1S97, friend

yrus Spitzer, aged 87 years, 1 month and 22

tys. Deceased never made any profession.

Funeral services by Eld. J. P. Zigler, assisted

byD. H. Zigler. J. S. Keim.

PITTS.—At the home of her son, H. E.

Pitts, Nora Springs, Iowa, Sister Barsheba

ed 84 years and g months. Our aged

d, on account of a fall, been unable to

leave her chair, without assistance, for nearly

faithful member of the

Brethren church for a number of years. Fu-

neral discourse by Bro. O. J. Beaver, from

urn. 23: 10, assisted by J. F. Eikenberry.

Nellie G. Beaver.

SMITH .-

Ohio, Oct.

;ed 84 years, 6 months and 8 days. She was

faithful member for many years. Funeral

preached by the writer, assisted by D. Leath-

MORNINGSTAR.—In the Donnel's Creek

church, Ohio, Nov. 22, 1897, friend Sarah E„
wife of John Morningstar, aged

mths and 6 days. Funeral con-

ducted by the writer, assisted by J. D. Sandy.

Henry Frantz.

POUND.—In the Elkhart church, Goshen,

Ind., Nov. 29, 1897, of lung trouble, Elizabeth

Pound, aged 62 years, 4 months and 4 days.

She was born in Darke County, Oh o, and emi-

grated to Indiana in 1S42. Her father, mother,

brother and sister, sou and two husbands pre-

ceded her. Two brothers, three sisters, and

three step-children survive. Funeral dis-

course by-Bio. Lemuel Hillery, from r Cor. 15:

Da\ R. MYE

;med by

deferred

future time, which will be condi

ed by the Brethren. The Presbyterian mi

ter made some very appropriate remarks.

Alice S, Christlie:

McDANIEL.—In the Spring River chu

Jasper Co., Mo , Nov- 23, 1897, F. M„ ynurif

son of C. and L- McDautel, aged 5 years and

11 months'. Services by the writer, from Matt.

i9 : 13-15. Christian Holdeman,

YORK.— In the Monticello church, Ind.,

Dec 4, 1897, of consumption. Bertha, daugh-

ter of James and Ellen York, aged 18 years

and 10 months Her parents and relatives are

membeis of the Baptists. Her father took her

to Chicago for treatment. Not receiving any

benefit, she came home last spring. She had

been reading the Messenger, and other

church literature, and finally told her parents

she was ready to become a member of the

Dunker church. In July she was taken to

Lake Cicolt, and baptized by Eld. David Dill-

ing. Many had gathered at the lake, sorm

saying she could not endure triune baptisn

See stood it well, and walked out of the wate

remains were laid to with a firm step, her countenance beamin;

iear the church. She with joy, her parents rejoicing with her- Th

ion. Funeral services Lord permitted her to live to attend and enjoy

S- Arnold, assisted by preaching services five times, one being a

I John 3: 2. 1 Communion service. Funeral sermon by Eld,

J. A. Click. ( Dilling, D. A. Mertz,

HOSTETLER—In the Rock Run church,

Elkhart Co., Ind , Nov. 9, 1897. Sister Fanny

Hostetler, aged 69 years, 11 months and S

days. She was the mother of eight sons and

four daughters. She was a faithful member,

and was anointed some time before her depart-

ure. Services by John E.

R. , Da

cuuacii vikj£Ctqi:y.

>- ANl.M.FS.

UICA.GO, 1LL-

u.'i 1 110KE cv

HAKKISBUKG,

DECATUR, ILL.-
!t. S.S..10A. M. I

DAYTON, HIO--

BALTIMORE, Ml

1. Wednesday, 8 P. 1
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A "World's Wonder.

25 Gts per Package; 5 for $1

(Agents Wanted ^™;3S°i

COMAIIO SALVIA CO., ROl'KFORD, ILL.

! See! Act!

"Mind Mysteries,

inn- pen))!.', m 1! m i> li.itli v ry Hilly tin- llllj

Ulyiitcrits ' will li'lp tli.-m i 1 Mil- i-rroin'Oi

Iirlm-l[i)' s lu-oit^lir oui imil

Cap Goods.

Stop C

B'S° Tobacco!

Victor Infants' Relief

uinrlii, rii.,1 -i rlcl ly rrlmli!.' rn

i'.Vl' V
'

l

'.']'
l

'

l! .

,

|
v....:' n,r.u.> If'til, y

J. J. ELLIS & CO.,

General Commission Merchants

Cheap Excursions to Nebraska

JANUARY 4, 1S!)S.

and by those of many

A Dry, Healthy Climate.

A Soil Unsurpassed for Richness.

easy to Cultivate, and Yielding all

Varieties of Crops.

Hindoo Tobacco Habit Cure. Perfectly

ly of unin'ff' tobacco la all forme.—/, Qulney Dell- I

Write to Mm, MM 1

OUR PREMIUM OFFER
Of the Gospel M i, Almanac and Premium Bible, Contin

to any one who will take advantage of

A RARE BARGAIN!

THE book of the a generation of
JS'bius Christ, 5 the son of DiV-

vid, c Hio .son of A'brfl-ham.
2

d A'brft-ham begat I'seao; and
Taoao begat Ju'GQb; and 'Jft'cgb
begat JiVdjiM ;md bin brethren;
8 And oja'dns begot Phtt'reg and
la'ra of Th&'mar; and h Pha'reg

Humploof typo nHQd In our Premium

This is a self-pronouncing Sunday School

Teacher's Bible, with Concordance, Maps,
and excellent Helps, and is well hound. The
chapters are numbered wilh figures instead

of letters. In fact, we have studied the de-

sires of our patrons and tried to meet them,

and WE ARE SUCCEEDII\a, for to date

the demand is so far ahead of what we ex-

pected that we have been unable to fill or-

ders as fast as they come in,

We are not

Pushing the Bible Sale

simply to sell Bibles, but to secure as many readers of the Gospel Mes-
senger as possible. Our reasons for doing this arc:

1. The church owns and controls the publication of the Gospel
AfeSSttlger. Conference has placed an Advisory Board over its reading

matter, thus permitting only that which is of sound doctrine, right spirit

and loyal to truth, to be published.

2. The income, whatever it may be, is for World-Wide Missions

and for no individual benefit.

3, The Messenger docs excellent work in leading people to the

Truth, as testimonials continually show,

4, If all members of the Brethren church, as well as others, read

the Messenger, then the church will be more of one mind and heart. We can offer

So G-ood a Bible at so Low a Price

because we have them made by the thousand. The Bibles all come neatly boxed, and we
arc so confident that they will please that we make this guarantee. We give the purchaser

Two Days to Examine the Book,

What 1.

1 nil,,:

> do? Note

Gospel Messenger, a large lfi-page weekly, to any address to Jan. 1, 1899.

Brethren's Almanac for 1898,

The above Bible, linen-lined inside o£ cover, to any expreaa office prepaid.

All three for $2.75.

If a leather-lined back in Bible is preferred, the same Bible otherwise, in the above offer

forS3.oo. If Denison's Improved Thumb Index is wanted on leather-lined Bible, it can be

had, all for S3.50. Llnen-Llned Bible is not Indexed. Be careful in making out your order

so that we make no mistake in filling it. Show the offer to your friends. The Bible can go to

one person, and the paper and Almanac to another. Now is your time. Write at once.

A.I, In

ed, It is the chc;

BRETHREN PUBLISHING HOUSE,
Mount Morr

TESTIMONIALS.
i, in.

e is better than 1 exr

st Bible I ever saw foi

Wendall Hallma

Iowa, Nov. 13, 1897.

uch pleased wilh the Bible. 1

can buy for SJ here.

New Holland, Pa., Nov. 0, 18

m well pleased with the Bible. It has

such clear type. Barbara Witwer.

Otto Harris.

Greensfring, Pa., Nov. 10, 1897.

sceived my indexed Bible and am agreea-

bly surprised, I expected a nice Bible, but it

rpasses my expectations. Such a Bible I

ive never seen given as a premium, and such

1 iippoitunity 1? indeed rare. ,
*

S. M. Stouffer.

South Bend, Ind., Nov. 15, 1897.

The Indexed Bible which I ordered from

<u has arrived. My wife, to whom I prcsent-

1 it, is very well pleased with it. It is the

cheapest Bible I ever saw for the money. Ev-

ry subscriber that needs a Bible should avail

imself of this opportunity.

H. W. Kreighbaum.

JOHNblulTO, *n., .««,. y. '^

I enjoy reading this Bible. The print i

large and clear

9, 1897.

EmmaCarstenson,

1
-1

1
*:*_

.

WABASH, Ind,, Nov. 9, 1897.

e Bible the best for the money that

L. VARNEIt.

Goods Mill, Va., Nov. 9, 1897.

remarkably well pleased with the

Samuel Petry,

Laforte, Ind., Nov. 14, 189?.

Premium Bible received. Thanks fc

promptness. Upon cartful examination I ai

nuch pleased with the book, and regard it

Miller,

thai

Kinross, Iowa, Nov. 13, 1897.

I received the Bible and a

pleased with it. It is beyond my greatest

pectation. Really I cannot see how so goc

book can be given for the price,

Mrs. C C. Smit:

New Freedom, Pa,, Nov. 1897.

I like the Bible well. It has clear reading

pe. B. F. Bowser.

Painter Creek, Ohio, Nov. io, 1897.

I am much pleased with my Premium Bible,

It is just what I have been wanting, for it is

haqdier than my other Bibles,

Lawrence Kreider.

Abilene, Kans., Nov. 11, 1897,

The Bible is better than I had expected.

^ #
J. P. Johnson.

McCone, Kans., Nov. 15, 1897.

I am well pleased with my Thumb-indexed

Bible. Every reader of the Messenger
should get one. Andrew Neher,
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Christmas and New Year Greeting,

t locating there, by r

d and plentiful; that fuel,

In abundance, ana nearly

• tln'v I mil l.i-.'ii -Kill

CATARRH INHALE]

Great Northern Railway

Cbicacc. 111.

^e tatffa.
CHICAGO, ILL., 1893. ELEVENTHS

Only one Person in Fifty Cured by the Old Method of Treating
Catarrh, now Everywhere Condemned.

The New, ScientiBc Catarrh Inhaler of Dr. Worst mailed
free to all readers of the Messenger.

CURES -:- BY -:- INHALATION!

i-liltis, Bore Throat, Headache, and la indorsed by all leading phy-

oonly agent fine enongh to reach the air cells o( the he c d

dpipe, and instantly repels thorn.

NATURE'S OWN REMEDY.

This is what thousands of People Say who Use It,

FROM NATEONAL RECORDER.

'•h'tJcSi.ri'hihidttpMa

cadomy, ',

yf.-Uiiyiiiij !>. nits iron;

lighted who receives

special
t

0FFEE]r:^s^^:rsrr»;

Dr. E. J. WOEST,

Dept. (25) Ashland, Ohio,
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